
fo  the Honourahle Alexander tVyncb Efquire, Prejuknt and Govtrno}-, Coundl c f
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A V E  the horfour to inform you, that yefterdajr the corps o f Grrfnadieri, 
under the command o f Licutcnant-Colonel VaXighan, took polTenion o f the 
brcach, and entered the town by ftorm. It being at noon-day, and an intenfe hoc 
fun, the enemy had retired as ufual to their vidluals, concluding the attack, would 
not be made 'till evening, and the place was furprized with little lols on our fide. 
It has proved a very fortunate ftroke; the lives o f our beft Europeans faved j 
the Rajah and his family, Monajee and his fons, two o f whom are wounded, 
being prifoners.

M ader-ul-M ulk Behauder requefted that the Company’s troops Ihould remain 
in the town 'till this morning, when, if  agreeable to him, I (hall withdraw then;, 
and leave the Nabob’s troops in poireffion o f our conqueft.

There are many hundreds o f horfes taken in the fort, and Nazecb Khan’s 
caralry, who were to the eaftward, have alfo ftized fome. W hen an account 
o f the ftores and ammunition can be had I fliall forward it, with returns o f the 
killed and wounded, and wait tlie Board’s orders for the future deitination o f 
rhc troops.

T he fituation o f the Rajah is truly pitiable, and likewife Mon^'ee’s ; I do 
therefore hope, as the place has fallen by the Englifli arms, that the Honourabk, 
Board will exert their influence with His Highnefs, that thofe prilbnerS mhy be 
treated agreeable to the rank they once held in this country.

Lieutenant-Colonel Rofs, our C hief Engineer, has great m erit} our works 
were carried on with fijirit, (ecurity, and judgm ent; and the Officers d f thr 
higheft rank in this army fay they were the bell they had ever feen in this counuy. 
I have alfo the pleafure to fay with juftice to all the Officers and men on thi&. 
expedition, that they have exerted themfelves in the diicharge o f cheir diity with 
tl>e utmoft fpirit and alacrity, and fo as to recommend them to the favour o f 
th^ Honourable Board.

I have the honour to be with rcfpeft.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Y oor moft obedient frrvant,
Tanjore Fort,

»Ith September, 1773. J O S E  P  H  S M  I T  H .

0 * D £ R -t i> , T hat the tkairks o f  the DoJrd be communicatcd to G eiw rai. Smii-h 
aod the Army for their fpirited and good condud on thh expedition.

Aa
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it may be o f  much confequcnce to the Company to receive the earlieft 
intelligence o f the conqueft o f Tanjore, it is refolved to addrcfs the Honourable 
Court on this fubjedl by the way o f Bengal and Bombay.

Read draught o f a letter to the Honourable Court o f D irectors;

A^proV f c , and ordered to be difpatched by the Dolphin, under cover to the 
Prtffidpnt, and Council o f Fort W illiam .

A ^ W yn ch  
John Smith

A  >  E N  D 1  X. r̂ o. XXVII. 1245

Charles Smith 
Sam'. Johnfon 
J. M . Stone 

Straccy.

Puifuant to the refolution o f this day, the following letter was wrote and 
difpatched by thd Dolphin to the Prefident and Council o f Fort W illiam  ;

To i h  Honourable Warren H ajliags EJquire, Prefident and Governor, ^sfc. Council^ ( f
Fort fViUiant.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

W E  have the pkafure to acquaint your Honour, & c. that the capital o f 
Tanjore was taken by ftorm the 17th at noon, with a very inconfiderable lofs.

T h e  enclofed packet to the Honourable Court o f Direftors contains thci ac
count o f tliis event, which w t requeft your Honour, & c . will forward by the 
very firft difpatch for Europe,

By advices received from Poonah, dated the 5th inftant, we are informed thac 
Narrain Row was aflaflinated by a Commandant o f Sepoys ; and that his uncle, 
Ragonaut Row, was thereupon iet at liberty, and will, we underftand, be appointed 
his fucceflbr.

As the Mansfield is not yet arrived, and as we are apprehenfive it may not be in. 
our power to difpatch her for Europe fliould fhe not arrive in the courfe o f this 
month, we muft again requeft your Honour, 6rc. wijl order the Mercury to call 
here for our difpatchcs to the Honourable Court.

W e are. Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your obedient and m oll humble lervants,

A « . W  Y  N  C  H , & c. Council.
• «

Extras



Extract L etter from  the Select Committee^ at Fort St. George to Thontai Mqjiyn Efguire, 
Rejident at Poonah^ dated lOth September^ ^7 7 3 * ’

W  E have been duly favoured with your letter o f the 4th Auguft, which 
reached us the i8th of the fame month, and were glad toiind, by the intelligence 
contained therein, that there was little probability of our meeting with any inter
ruption from the Marattas in our operations againft Tanjore. W e deferred re
plying to your abovementioned letter until this time, in the expectation o f our 
being able to communicate to you fome important adviccs refpecling Tanjore; 
and we have now the fatisfafkion to acquaint you, that the place was taken by 
aflault, after a pradticable breach made, the 17th inftant, and the R^ah with Jiis 
family and principal officers were made prifoners. W hat adds to the fatisfa«51:ion wc 
feel on this occafion, is the little lofs wc have fuftained during the exjiedition.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ifitary
Department, x 1f t  September, 1773.

D IS P A T C H E D  the following letter to General Smith, conformable to the 
rcfolution o f yefterday’s Council.

To Jofeph Smith Efquire, Brigadier-GcneraL, and CommAnding Officer o f  the Forces
on the Coaft.

S I R ,

W E  have received your letter o f the i8th inftant, and congratulate you upon 
the conqueft of Tanjore.

W c  defire you will accept o f our thanks for the zeal, adtivity, and good con- 
d u d  which you have manifefted upon this expedition, and th «  you will alfo com- 
munitate our thanks to the officers and men under your command for their 
vigilance and fpirit on this occafion.

W e fhall In a day or two reply fully to the other parts o f your letters, and 
give you the neceflary orders and diredtions.

W e are, Sir,
Your moft obedient humble fervant.

Fort St. Geerge,
2ift September, 1773. K^. W  Y N C H ,  &c. Council.

W rote the following letter to Bombay ;

3
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To Hit Honourable Wiliiam Hornby Efquirf^ Trefidetit and Governor^ c. Council o f
Bombay.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I N  our letter of the ift September we advifed your Honour, & c. o f the 
progrefs of the liege of Tanjore, and we have now the pleafure to acquaint you, 
that the place was carried by ftorm the 17th inftant at noon. The enemy being off 
their guard, and not fufprdling the attack at that time o f the day, our lofs was 
much more inconfiderable than could have been expeded.

As it may be o f material confcquence to the Company to receive the carlieft 
intimation o f this important conqueft, we requeft your Honour, & c. will difpatch 
the accompanying packet for the Honourable Court either by the firft opportu
nity over-land, or by the firft Tea conveyance that may offer from your Coaft.

W e are. Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient and mofl humble fervants,
Fort St. George,

a ift  September, 1773. A r . W  Y  N  C  H , & c . Council.

Proceedings with the Dutch^ in cotifequence o f the Expedition againji 'Tmjore in 
1773 ; and o f the Nabob's unwillingnefs to admit an Englijh Garrifon into 
that Fortrefs.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their I^llUtary 
Department, IVednefday, z i d  September, »773»

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W ynch Lfquirc, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith John W bitehill
Charles Smith ---------------------
John Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey.

T H E  Prefident reports to the Board, that he yefterday rcprefented to ih? 
Nabob, that as the conqueft o f Tanjore was now accompliflied, there appeared no 
longer any neceffity for keeping the troops in,the field; and therefore advifed 
that they might be ordered to their refpcdtirc garrifons, in order to reduce the 
expenfes incurred by the field charges. That the Nabob, in reply to this, re- 
quefted that the army nught for the prefent be kept together, as it would proba
bly be found neceffary to employ the troops in reducing fome diftrifls in the 
Tanjore country to bis obedience. T h e Prefident now lays before the Board a 
letter from the Nabob which he* received laft night on this fubjeft. In the faid 
letter the Nabob fets forth, that the Dutch hav'e tjken poffeflion of certain dif- 
tridts in the Tanjore country, which they now occupy With their troops, under the

J4 H  pretencc
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pretcnce o f having purchalod them from the Rajah : in confequence o f which, the 
Nabob requefts that the army may be ordered to march tovvards ihefe dillridts, and 
to put him in poflcflion o f the fame, i f  thf Dutch refufc to deliver them up in 
an amicable manner j adding, that the Rajah of Tanjore being his tributary, be had 
no right to fell or alienate any part of his dominions to the Dutch. H e dcclarrs 
his rcadincfs to continue to them the protedion and privileges they enjoved dur» 
ing the time o f Rajah Pertaupa Sing, the Father of tlie difpo(Tcired liajah ; but he in
timates his apprelienfions, that they intend to d c c e iv i , and take this opporiunity o f 
increafing their power and conrequence ; which if  not prevented in time, may prove 
o f  bad confequences to his government aod the Company’s intereft. The Nabob 
further adds, that Sir Robert Harland ajTproves o f the me^ufc he recommends, 
and has declared his readinefs to aiford every afliilance in his- power.

From the Nabob c f  the Carnatirk to Governor ffy n ch , dated and received
%\fi Septemberf 1773.

T H R O U G H  the bleffing o f the Alm ighty, and the afllftance o f  my befl 
friends, the city and fort o f Tanjore have fallen into my handls. After exprcfllng 
great thanks to you for the pains you have taken in this bufincfs, and requefting, 
as a favour, you will convmce the Gentlemen o f Council o f my thankfulneli 
to them for the fiiendly afliftance they have alfo afforded me therein confider- 
ing the prefent fituation o f affairs in the country, in order that I may have your 
opinion, I beg leave to acquaint you o f  the following part tranfadlions.

For the good o f the r:oxin*Tj you thought it proper t o  afTift me with the 
Company’s troops to take Tanjore, for which I am greatly obliged to you. JVJ/ 
prefent application to my friends is this, that they will keep the troops in rhu 
field until the whole country comes into my pofTefTion; for without the c o u n t r y  

what fignifies the fort ? as it is the yearly revenues o f  this country that w il l  v-n- 

able me to flrengthen my friendfhip with the Englilh Company. One bufrnefs 
well done is a reafon why another fhould be well done j I am therefore in herpes 
that you will not refufe my application. You well know that the Dutch pretend 
tliey have purchafed a fmall quantity o f ground from the difpofTeiTcd liajali. 

T he fame power which, by God’s bleOing and your afCdance, 1 pofTclTcd over, 
the fort o f Tanjore, I alfo pofTtfs over the whole country: the Raiah was a tri
butary o f mine, and had therefore np right to fell fuch diflri(fts Xvithout my per- 
miflion, and for this reafon the purchafe o f the Dutch cannot be juft.

There is no neceffity for my mentioning to you, that the Dutch being pofTefled 
of fuch a proper territory, by which they may be enabled to keep up a handfome 
force in this country, is very, prejudicial to the interefls o f  the Englilli Company. 
The intcrefl o f the latter is clearly this; that Befides themfclvcs no European 
Ihould be poffefTed ofj>ower in this country. In this light therefore, fmce that 
territory will give the Dutch fuch vaft power* as to be o f detriment to mine md

your
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your interefis, every reafon points out the neceflity, that, as well for the fake o f  
m y  friendfhip as our rrmtual interefts, I fhould defirfc o f you to order the army 
To march towards that territory, which the Dutch keep in their poflTefTion through 
<leceit, and to oblige tlKm to deliver up the fame to me. I am the owner o f  
that country, and do not wifh to take any advantage o f the Dutch, but will with 
the greatert pleafure agree that they fhould remain in the fame ftate they were in 
the time o f Pertaupa Sing, the Father o f the difpoflefled Rajah, and that the fame 
privileges be continued to th em ; their being in pofleffion o f more than thefe 
is neither for your nor my intereft. It is not my intention to quarrel with the 
Dutch, for I know they are your frienik ; indeed it will give me great pleafure to 
enter into a friendly and an amicable negotiation with them ; but what I am ap- 
prehenfive o f is, that their views are to deceive, and that i f  we do not aft with 
firmnefs, they will make unjuft and unreafonable requifitionsj for which reafon it 
is that I defire the troops may march towards thofe parts. T h e  Admiral thinks 
this is a proper Hep, and is very fenfible that, in this affair, my interefts and thofe o f  
the Englilh Nation and the EngHfh Company are one ; he has therefore frankly 
agreed, that immediately upon the determining o f this matter between you and 
me, he will afford every affiffance in his power. It appears to me, that to bring 
the Dutch to an equitable road there needs only firm refolutions ; and that when
ever they fee the K ing’s (hips and the army proceeding for my bufinefs, they will 
do juftly by m e ; and I lliall at all times be ready to fettle the fame in an equit
able manner, as may be agreeable to you.

Refpeding the fort o f Tanjore, be fo good as to fend orders to Colonel Rofs, 
to repair as foon as poffible the wall he breached, and to deftroy every thing he 
has done for the taking o f the place. Be fo obliging as to fend me an anfwer to 
tftis letter foon, for this is an excellent opportunity, and fuch matters may be 
ailjufted now with a gi cat deal more eaie chan they can be by and by j after 
tliis you and I will talk about other affairs.

W hat can I fay more ?

T^JE Board taking into confideration the fubjeft o f the N abob’s letter, are 
convinced that the tiieafure which he recommends is advifable, if  confiderecl 
folely in a jwlitical v ie w ; for i f  the Dutch arc allowed to keep poffeffion o f  
Nagore, and'other diftridls  ̂ in the Tanjore country, their power and influence 
will be greatly increaled, and they may prove troublefome neighbours, if  not 
formidable rivals, to the Englilh upon the Coaft. But as the fubjeft now before 
the Board is o f great importance, it is agreed to defer coming to a final relblu- 
tion, until every circumllance can be properly weighed, and until further lights 
be obtained from the Nabob. And as the Nabob has reprcfented the approval o f 
Sir Robert Hariand; the K in g ’s M iniller I’lenipotentiary, it is refolved to 
advife with him on the fubjc(?k; as the Board are in fome meafure uncertain how 
far our afting againft the Dutch, ^even in an auxiliary charadtcr) by difpoffeffing 
them o f their lands, which it is laid were purchalcd from the Rajah o f Tanjorc, 
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m aybe conflmed a breach or violation o f any treaties, fubfiftlng between the 
Crown ofGreat-Britain and the States o f Holland. It is accordingly refolved to 
adjourn 'till to-morrow forenoon at nine o’clock, and then to nneet at theGovernor's 
Gardens; and that Sir Robert Harland be requefted to rrnet the Council there j 
in the nnean time that General Smith be dirtiSled to keep the troops together 
wkU further orders, and to repair the breach in the fort o f 1  anjore.

i^^'Wynch 
J >hn Smith 

, Charles Smith
J. M . Stone 

btracey.

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  Thurfday, -Tjd September, 17 7 J ,

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W ynch Efcjiiirc, Governor, Prefidenr.

John Smith John W hitehill
Charles S m i t h --------------------
John Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey.

P U R S U A N T  to the refolution o f  yefterday, the following letter was thfa 
morning wrote and difpatched to General Smith ;

Jo Jofeph Smith Efquire, Brigadier-General, and Commanding Officer o f  th e Troopt
on the Coajl.

S
•

T H E  Nabob having requefted that the army may continue in the field for 
the prefent, and we having acquiefced in the fan>e, you will be pleafed to keep 
the troops and officers together until you receive further direftions from us.

As it is necelTary to put Tanjore in a ftate o f  defence as fbon as poffible, 
you will be pleafed accordingly to give direflions for repairing the breach and 
<3cftroying the approaches.

W c  arc,

S I R ,

T o u r moft obedient humble fervant.
Fort St. George,

aadSeptember, 1773. A r .  W Y N C H ,  & c. Council.
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T h e Board having met according to adjournment, the Prefident reports, that 
in cnnfeqiience o f the refolution o f yefterday, he had waitetl upon Sir Roberc 
Hnrland, and communicatcd to him the defirfc o f the Board to have his prcfcncc 
in Council, and that he had promifcd to attend this forenoon.

Sir Robert Harland being prefent, the Prefidcnt communicates to him the pur
port o f the Nabob’s rcprcfentation, his rcqueft for the Company’s affiftance to re
cover from the Dutch certain diftridts in the Tanjore country, which they have 
taken polfcnion of with their troops, and withheld from the lawful proprietor and 
liege Lord o f the faid country. T h e l ’ rcfidcnt then applies to Sir Robert Harland 
for his opinion, how far our acquiclcence w'ith the Nabob’s requeft can be deemed 
a violation of any treaty fubfifting between the Crown c f  Great Britain and the 
States of Holland. Sir Robert Harland thereupon reqiiefls to fee the Nabob’s 
letter, which is accordingly read to him } he then delivers himfelf to the following 
purport: That it appears to him, that as the Rajah o f Tanjore w'as feudatory to 
the Nabob o f the Carnatick, he could not alienate any part of his country 
without the confent o f his liege Lord j that, as auxiliaries to the Nabob, we had 
afTillcd him to reduce the capital o f I'anjorc, and in that character we might 
doubtiefs put him in poflefTion of the country dependent thereon, and aflift him 
in the recovery o f the lame from any Power whatever, as this was only a conti
nuation of the fame fervice. When afked by the Prefidcnt, whether he thought 
our ading againll the Dutch, in putting the Nabob in poflelTion o f thefc diftriCls, 
fhould they refufe to withdraw their troops, could be confidered as any infringe
ment o f the treaties fubfifting between the two nations ; he, Sir Robert Harland, re- 
jxfatedly declared, that he did by no means confider it in that hght, and that the mealUre 
could be jullified on very good grounds. That he was willing to co-operate and 
alTi'n: with the force under his command, fhould fuch affiftance be required *, but, 
in his opinion, it was better not to rail in the aid o f the Crown, left what is ac 
prefent only a difpute l>etween the Nabob and rhe Dutch, fliould be confideretl as 
a national concern. Ncverthelefs, he had no objection againft countenancing the 
operations o f the trooi)s on Ihore, by ordering rhe ftiips to lay oppofite to Nega- 
patnam or Nagore •, but that he thought he could be o f more fervice to us, by his 
reprefentations o f the propriety o f the meafure to Adminiftration as a mere fpeftator, 
than by his interfering therein with the force under his command. Sir Robert 
Harland furthe r faid, tnat, in his opinion, we might be fubjecft to cenfure if  wc 
ftifTcred the Dutch to keep noflcfllan o f thofc diHridts in the Tanjore country, from 
the confequence which might naturally be exj>e(5Ved from fuch an increafe o f their 
revenues, which would enable them to augment their forces in fuch a manner as to 
bccomc dangerous rivals in this part of India.

Sir Robert Harland then retires ; and the Board having maturely confidered the 
argumenis which may be urged in favour o f the Nabob’s application, the confe- 
quences to be apprelicnded from the addition o f territory and power to the Dutch, 
as well as the objtdlions which may be made to our employing the Company’s 
troops to aflift the Nabob in this fervice, arc unanimoufly o f  opinion, and
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accordingly determine to fupport the Nabob in affcrting his claim to thofc lands, 
which the Dutch, under pretence o f pm chafe, have Utely.poflelTed rhemfelves o f 
in the Tanjore country ; and even to a<*l ofti;nfivcly againC; thum, lb far as to the 
recovery o f thofc lands, i f  the Dutch refufe to relinquiih them amicably on. the 
rcquifition of the Nabob. T he motives anti reafoais which induced the Board to 
adopt the foregoing tefolution are briefly recitcd under the following heads;

Firft. As to the right the Rajah o f Tanjore had to difpofe o f and make over to 
the Dutch any part o f his territory, it appears to the Board, that as he acknowledged 
himfelf tributary to the Nabob, and holds his lands o f him in fee, he could Jiot, 
agreeable to tiie feudal fyfteni, which prevails all over India, slicnate any part o f 
his country to any other Power without the confent o f his liege I.yrd, the Ruler o f 
the Carnatick Payen Ghaut, It may be urged in oppofition to this argument, that 
former Rajahs o f Tanjore have made over certain towns and dirtrids to the Eng- 
lifH, French, Dutch, and Danes; but it is equally certain, that when thofe grants 
were made, the weaknefs and relaxation o f the fupreme Government were fo 
great, that the natural rights thereof could not be enforced and maintained, by 
which means every tributaiy was encouraged to aim at independency. Tliis dcjfire 
o f independency is well known to prevail in every part o f India, and' it is foicc 
alone that can exadl a due obedience to Government. I f  the Ka,)ah, o f T w ^ r c  
had aftually a right to make over thofe lands to the Dutch, by thejame rule he h<vd 
a right to fell his whole country to Hyder A lly, theMarattas, or to any other,Power; 
and i f  the claim o f the Dutch to the diilrids in queflion be admitrcd, the graut
o f the w h o le  country would alfo be good and valid. T he abfurdity o f fuch a
propofition is too obvious and apparent to require a particular difcuilion.

Secondly. At the time thcfe lands were fold or made over to the Durch, the 
Nabob was aftually in arms againft the Rajah his tributary, and befieging hiai in 
Jiis capital: he had fcnt a Vackeel to warn the Dutch againft giving the P.ajah
afTiftance, as he was determined to reduce Tanjore to his obedience: then.lore
fuch grants or alienations cannot be deemed valid, from the time and manner,in 
which they were made; nor can the Dutch plead ignorance o f the Nabt)b’s c/aim • 
o f fuperiority over the country o f Tanjore, as he afTerted it in his letter to their 
Government of Negapatnam; nor did they controvert or difpute his title in thtir 
fubmiffive reply to his letter.

Thirdly. As auxiliaries to the Nabob, we determined to aflTiil him in taking 
the town and country o f Tanjore. The capital is now rcduced ; but until the N a
bob is put in polTeHion of the country, our agreement is not fulfilled; a n d  there
fore the prcfent meafure muft be confidered as a natural confequeiice o f the former 
determination, and a continuation o f the fame fervicc.

Fourthly. W e  have already in our Minutes alluded to the danger o f permitting 
the Dutch to extend their poffeffions on the Coart, and thereby acquiring a confi- 
derable addition to their power and confequence on this fide 01 India. W e  might 
enlarge upon this fubjed, and'enumerate the many inftances where the Diitcli,
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fVom fmall beginnings, have encroached even to attempt the fubverfion o f the G o - 
vcmrficnt which at firft tolerated their fettlenncnt, and afforded them protcftion ; 
— tijcir defigns in Bengal, and intrigues in different parts o f India;— but we fliall 
conftne ovrt-fclves to  the point in qufcftiotl, and only add, that in determining to  aflift 
and co-operate with the Nabob in putting him in poffeffion o f the diftrifts in dif- 
pute, befides the other’confiderations which are here recited, we bad in view the 
detriment which might arife to the Company’s trade and manufadures on the 
Goart, and to the Britifh influence in India, by the Dutch acquiring additional 
leapoTts, aad fuch an extent o f fertile valuable lands in thcTanjore country-, and 
the opportunities they may have therefrom o f fomenting diflurbances in the coun
try to anfwer their own views, and o f forming connexions and entering into in
trigues with Hytitfr A lly, the Marattas, or other Country Powers, hcflile to the 
peace and fecurity o f the Nabob’s government. For it is well known, notwich- 
ftanding the declarations o f the Dutch to the contrary, that they afTifled the Ra
jah o f Tanjore during th« ficge with military flores; and although we cannot’ ac 
preftiTt produce pofitive and full proofs o f the fafts, yet it was univerfally faid and 
believed in Camp, tliat a confiderable quantity o f grape-fliot was conveyed into 
Tanjore from Negapatnam not fen days before the place was florm ed ; and there 
is great reafon to believe, that the afllftance they had given and had engaged to 
give to the Rajah againft the Nabob was a part o f the confideration for which the 
grants o f the dil^rifts were, obtained: and we may naturally conclude, that the 
troops wliich have arrived from Ceylon were intended not merely for the purpofc 
of-protefling their new poffefTrons, but for the alfiflance o f the Rajah ; fince it is 
well known that the pretended grants were not fcnt to Negapatnam until the be- 
girming o f this month, and that the troops could not have been fent for and ar
rived from Colombo in that time.

Altho-ugh the Board are unanimoufly o f opinion, that it Is expedient and ne- 
ceflTary to afllfl: the Nabob in the recovery o f the alienated diftrifts ; neverthelcfs 
they are fo aveife to any meafures which may produce a prolongation o f the war, 
or embroil iJs with the Dutch, that it is agreed to recommend to the Nabob, 
in  the ftrongefl manner, to avoid proceeding to extremities until aniicable mea- 
Jures fhail have been found ineffo<ftual; and even to pay off thofe fuma whi<rh 
the Dutch have a£tually lent on mortgage, or paid for certain grants o f territory 
in the Tanjore ccKmtry.

ORPtnED,That a letter be wrote to General Smith, to make him acquainted with 
the Nabob’s application, and to defire he will procure the neceffary intelligence 
refpefting the force o f the Dutch, and his opinion o f the force which will be neccf- 
far}' to aftagainfl them, fliould they refufe to accede to the Nabob’s offers o f ac- 
commcxlation j and that the troops be kept in readinefs to march at the fiiortefl 
notice.

W ynch 
John Smith 
Charles Smith 
j . M .  Stone 
Ed. Scraccy.

C O N -
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C O N F O R M A B L E  fo the rcfolution o f this day’s Council, the following letter 
was difpatched to General Sm ith;

To Jo/fph Smith E/quire, Brigatfier-Genfral, and Commanding Officer o f  the Troops on tl^
Coajl.

S I R ,

T H E  Nabob having reqiiefted the alTiftance o f the Company’s arnns to put 
him in pofleffion o f certain diftrifts in the Tanjore country which arc now occu
pied by the Dutch, on the pretence o f their having been fold to them by the 
Rajah; we have the fame at prefetit under conhderation, and fhall tranfmit you 
our ultimate inftrudions fhortly : in the mean -time we defire you will lofe no 
time in procuring certain intelligence o f the force which the Dutch have at Ne- 
gapatnam, Nagore, and other parts o f the Tanjore country, and tranfmit us your 
opinion o f the force which will be requifite to aft againft the Dutch, Ihould 
they refiife to evacuate thofe diflrids amicably on the requifition o f the Nabob. 
You will alfo be pleafed to obtain and tranfmit to us the moft circumftantial in
formation in your power refpecling the claims by which the Dutch have taken and 
keep pofiefTjon o f thefe diftrifts, whether any and what fums have been paid oa 
that account, and alfo at what time the grants, if  any, were made.

After allotting fuch a force as may fecm to you necelTary for the defence o f 
Tanjore, fhould the Nabob’s Son apply to you foragarrifon o f tite Company’s 
troops, you will be pleafed to order the reft o f the forces under your command to 
hold themiclves in readinefs to take the field on the Ihoreft notice.

W e arc. Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervants,
Fort St. George,

23d September, 1773. A'*- W Y N C H ,  & c. Council.

Letter from  Narrain Rozv, the Chief o f  the Marattas, to Governor Wynch. R eceived
September, 1773.

I H A V E  lately heard that the Nabob Serajah-ul-Dowlah Bchauder has fent a 
Sardar with an army towards the diftrift o f Tanj[ore, and is thinking of ruining 
the fame. In the courfe o f the lad year the affairs o f that diftrid  were fettled, 
fome money was collefted, and for the remainder tlie fort o f Vellum and other 
places were kept pofleflion of, and an agreement was entered into with the 
Rajah o f Tanjore: poffibly fome irriftake may have happened in the engage- 
jnents lo t'ltered into. This proceeding of the Nabob’s however muft be looked 
upon as tending to lefTen my fricndfhip and regard j and I acquaint you that 
the faid diftrift and government belong to me. You will, in a proper manner, 
convince the faid Nabob, that he ought not to fuffer any thing to occur to him 
which fricndfhip ma}' difapprove of, but that, on tire contrary, he fhould endea
vour to increafe the old regard fubfifting between us, which may give us both 
pleafure. The Sardar therefore who has been fent to thofe parts fliould be re
called, for I eftccm the dcvaftation o f that dillridt as my own.

W hat can I fay more?
6  Exfra^
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ExtraSl o f  Proceedings c f  the Trefident and Council at Fort Si, G eorge, in tb cir  Mili" 
tary Department, Saturday^ z^th September, 1773.

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W ynch Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith John W hitehill
Charles S m i t h -------------------
John Maxwell Stone Edward Siracey.

T H E  minutes o f laft confiiltation read and approved.

Read and approved draught o f  a letter to the Nabob, as entered in country 
corrcfpondence, being in reply to his o f the a ift  inftant, rcquefting our afliftance 
to put him in poirefTion o f certain lands in the Tanjore country now held by the 
Dutch. T he Nabob is told that General Smith fhall be direded to proceed im- 
metliately with the troops under his command towards the faid lands, and on the 
rcquifjtion o f M ader-ul‘ M ulk to aflift in the recovery o f themj recommending to 
the Nabob at the fame time to avoid coming to extremities as long as they can be 
avoided, and to aflure the Dutch o f being repaid the money they may have lent oa 
or paid for the faid lands on their relinquifhing them amicably to the Circar.

From Governor Wynch to the Nabob c f  the Carnatick, dated 25th September, 1773.

1  H A V E  been honoured with the receipt o f  your Highnefs’s letter o f  the 21ft 
inllant, and beg leave to tender my fmcere congratulations on the reduftion o f 
the fort o f Tanjore. Agreeable to your Highnefs’s defire, General Smith (hall 
be ordered, to proceed immediately, with the troops under his command, towards 
the lands belonging to the country o f Tanjore, which the Dutch have o f late 
poffeffed themfelves o f  and, on the requifition o f your Highnefs’s Second Son, 
M ader-ul-M ulk Behauder, to aflift him in the recovery o f them. I cannot, 
however, at the fame time too ftrongly recommend to your Highnefs, that be
fore force be ufed, every confiftent endeavour for the obrainment o f tliefe lands 
amicably lliould firft Le exerted j and that for this purpofe (agreeable to what 
your Highnefs has repeatedly mentioned to me) the Dutch fliould be afTured, 
on their peaceably and quietly giving up the lands to your Highnefs the money 
they may have lent on, or paid for them, fliall be juftly repaid, and their ancient 
privileges conf*rmed to them.
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Exlra£} o f  Proceedings c f'th e  Prefiiknt and Comwl at Fort St. George, in. their MUitarjjf
Departmenty zhth September, i j y ^

R E C E W F.D  the following letter from General" Smith

To the Homurablt Alexander IVynch E/quire, ’Brtlident and Governor^ 

Honourable Sir,

I  W A S  laft night honoured with your letters o f the zoth inftant, and anr 
much obliged to you for the information you give rac refpedbing th« failing eF  
the Mercury,. Latham, and Mansfield.

“ Our encampnvrnt was beginning to be unhrnkhy, b f  continuing fo long m one 
place j wc have therefore moved ground to Colly Perimboor, on the Trichinopoly 
road, fix miles from Tanjore, and ftvefrom V'rlliim, ’till tHe orders o f  the B o a ri 
arrive, when I projwli taking kave  o f  Mader-uI-MuIk Behauder, and fetting, 
out for the- Preiidcncy. I have at his defixe left him a guard o f one Subaltern, 
and 50 pi ivatc, and two field pieces^

A s there is now na occafion'to keep up the expenfe o f  two Tappais*. I h«ve- 
ordered the one lately eftablifbed to be difcontinued ; therefore any Jettcrs yo\|» 
are pleafed to honour me with you- w ill forward by the way o f  Cuddalorc.

1 have the honour to be with, reipedt.

Honourable Sir>

Yeiiu: moff obedient fervanr.
Camp at Colly Perimboor^

23d September, 1.723. J. S M  I T 'H .

ExtraSl



ExJi-a£i o f  Proceedings o f  th e Prejident and Council at Fort St. Georgr, in their M ilitaiy 
De^artwenty Mondayy %’]th  September^ 1773.

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W ynch Efq^uire, Governor, Prcfident^

John Smith John W hitehill
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Charles Smith
John Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey

R E C E IV E D  the foliowing letter from General Smith :

To the Honowrahk Jlix ander Wynch Efqtiire, Pri/ident and G o v e rn o rU 'c . o f  F ort
St. George.

Honourable Sir,
I H A V E  been honoured with your letters o f the a ift  and iz d  inftant, advi- 

15ng, amoiigft other things, the Nabob’s defire that the troops fliould be ftn t 
to take pofl’cfllofi o f tlic couiKry laid to be fold and m ortgaged by the Rajah t o  
the Dutch.

I have been converfing with a Captain E loy, who came over to us from H yd er 
in December 1767, was in Tanjore, and is now one o f the N abob’s prifoncrsj 
he fays, that about the ift June laft,. he went with N arfing Uppahr, brother to  
Gilli P illi, efcorted by 50 Horfc and 50 Sepoys, to a village called ChickuJ, 
four m iles from Negapatnam that after two days a Counfellor and a Store
keeper came out in a chariot, and condu<5ted them to the fort, where they were 
laluted with the guns o f the fort and citadel, and received widi all the pomp 
and parade poffible. Th-at in the courfe o f a month (in which time meflengcrs 
were daily pafling and repaffing to and from Tanjore) the K ing’s grant o f  Na^ 
gore, & c. to the Dutch arrived; Narfing Uppah then returned to ChickuJ,, 
where he was again waited on by the Counfellor and Storekeeper, to whom he 
delivered die grant in form, and returned with them to the fort, when he was 
fiUuted a fecood time with two rounds o f all the guns in the place. T h e  n^xc 
day he £et out for Nagorc, from whence he returned at night, and foon after 
sonduded the Governor and Council to Nagore, to be prefent at the cerenrony 
of hoifting the Dutch colours, which was done on or about the firft day o f  July.. 
The Gentleman dined there, fat up ’till three the next morning rejoicing, arid 
then returned to Negapatnam, where Captain Eloy fays it was well known that 
the Board at Madras had determiaed on the expedition againft Tanjore.

T he Dutch claim by their grant 12 miles we(l, 13 north, and .16 fouth o f  
Ncgppatnam, and have at that place 500 Europeans, 300 MalaySi, and i ao o  
Sepoys. Tli«y have advanced 100 Malays and 300 Sej>oys to Ajkiem  M unga- 
lum, * a plaoe one mile esft ofT rivalore, where Mader-ul-Mulk. hasftaiioned 
300 Black H orle, and no hoftilities commenced o a  either iidc.

•  New. Boundary.

The



The Dutch cxpcdb a reinforcement from Batavia, and are fortifying Nagore, 
but I believe they have left very few troops on the illand o f Ceylon,

The Governor at Negapatnani had Tom-Toms fent round the town, ordering 
all the elephants, & c belonging to the Rajah to be turned out o f the fort, which 
I fuppofe was in confequencc of an application from Madcr-ul-Mulk, who is very 
bul'y Icttling matters in Tanjore.

I have the honour to be with refpecV^

Honourable Sir,

Y o u r  mol l  obedi ent  fervant,

C^mp near Tanjore, J. S M I T H .
24t h ^ptember, 1773.

T he Prefident informs the Board, that he has received a private letter from 
General Smith, reprefenting in the ftrongeft terms his apprehenfions for the fecu- 
fity o f Tanjore, if  not garrifoned with Company’s troops; end advifing that the 
troops fliould not march towards N'agore, until the fatety o f Tanjore is provided 
for, "by putting an European garrifon in the place. T he Prefident then acquaints 
the Board, that, previous to the receipt o f the General’s letter, he had reprefented 
to the Nabob the expediency of having an European garrifon in Tanjore, as he did 
not think the place altogether fecure if  only garrifoned by his own Sepoys. 7 'hat 
the Nabob had always evaded giving a pofitive anfwer to the Prefident on this fub- 
je(ft; and only fiiid, that he would foon come and confult with his friends upon it, 
meaning the Prefident.

T he Board taking the fubjedt into confideration, are convinced o f  the propriety 
and neceflTity o f our taking every meafurc in our power to provide for the fecurity 
o f the new conqueft j and as it docs not appear that this purpofe can be anfwered 
any other way fo efFedually as by having an European garrifon in the place, it is 
refolved, that the Prefident be defired to reprefent to the Nabob the opinion of 
General Smith on this fubjedt, the many ill confequences which may reafonably be 
apprehended, fliould Tanjore be left without a proper garrifon i and to requeft his 
acquiefcence in a meafure, which is evidently fo much for his own advantage. The 
Prefident will accordingly call upon the Nabob this evening, and report his deter
mination to the Board to-morrow morning, when it is agreed to refume the conli- 
deration o f the fubjeft.

Read letter from the Nabob, dated 26th inftant, wherein he promifes to ufe 
every endeavour to fettle matters amicably with the Dutch, and even to pay them 
off the money advanced by them to the Rajah, and to continue the fame indulgen- 
cies to them which they enjoyed under the former Government} the Nabob 
enclofes a copy o f a letter he propofes for the Dutch Government at Negapatnam, 
and defires the Prefident to make any alterations in it he judges proper. T he con
fideration of the faid letter to the Dutch deferred 'till to-morrow, when a tranfla- 
lion o f it will be laid before the Board j the ftiorfnefs o f the time, and the length

2 of
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fcf the letter, rendered it imprafticable to have the tranflation ready for to-day’s 
Council.

A". W yn ch 
John Smith 
Charles Smith 
J. M . Stone 
E**. Stracey.

L etter from  the Nahob o f  the Carnatlck to Governor dated and rece iv ed  16th
September, 1773*

I H A V E  received your letter o f the 25th inftanr, and am obliged to you for 
your congratulations on the capture o f the fort o f Tanjore, which gave me great plca- 
fure likewile, as I cfteem the fame as proceeding from the greatnefs o f  your friend- 
fhip. I am thankful to you alfo for telling me, that, agreeable to niy defire. G e
neral Smith fhould immediately be ordered to proceed with the troops under his 
command towards the lands belonging to Tanjore, which the Dutch have lately 
poflefled themfelves of, and to alfilt my Son Mader-ul-Mulk B-;hauder. You add 
likewife, that you cannot at the fame time too ftrongly recommend, that, before force 
is ufed, every confiftent endeavour be firft exerted for the obtainment of thcfe lands 
amicably ; and that for this purpofe (agreeable to W'hat I had repeatedly mentioned 
to you) the Dutch be afTured, that “  In cafe o f their giving up o f thefe lands to 
“  me peaceably and quietly, the money they may have lent on, or paid for them,

fhal be juftly repaid, and their ancient privileges confirmed to them all which 
I duly obferved. M v views are the fame as what you mention •, I am on no account 
dcfirous o f quarrelling with the Dutch ; and if  they will evacuate the lands they 
have lately poflefled themfelves o f in a friendly manner, agreeable to what I men
tioned to you, I will repay them what they advanced the Rajah, and will agree to 
(hew them the fame treatment they have from former times received. Since then 
my intention from the firft has been in this manner, and you alfo have recommended 
the fame to me, how can any difference happen therein ?

Enclofed I fend you a draught o f a letter I have prepared to the Governor o f 
Negapatnam ; be fo good as to make whatever alterations therein may be proper, 
and having done fo, to return it to me, that 1 may write to him conformably.

W hat can I fay more ?

Copy o f  a L etter to the Governor o f  Negapatmm.

^RO M  the beginning o f my Government, I have conceived that the Dutch, as a 
great and honourable nation, have been willing to eftablifli their own good name ; 
with a view to tl>tfe qualities, I have ever taken pains to procure their friendfhip; 
and it has been the farihcfl. from my defires that any caufe of diflaVisfadlion fhould 
»rife between us, or that any interruption fhould cniue to that tranquillity, which

14  L  • >15
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is fo ncccffaryior tlie increafe o f trade and the fupport o f comtnarce. It w^s ort 
this account, that when the bad conduft o f my tributary, the Rajah of TanjorCi 
obliged me to fend my tion Mader-ul-Mulk Bchaudcr againft him, for the pur- 
pofe of taking the management o f that country into my own hands, I have given 
my ftridt orders to my Commanders not to touch a ftraw o f what belonged to the 
ancient villages o f the Dutch in the kingdom o f Tanjore. At the time then that 
my intentions towards your nation were fo replete with gooc vtill, do you refledt 
upon my aftonifliment when I underftood that you had fent men, and money, and 
ariillery, and ftores, to the fuccour o f my rebellious fabjeft ■, and, over aad above 
this, that you had received fomedirtrifts o f him without my confent, who am his true 
liege Lord ; and in like manner planted Dutch colours upon Nagore, a principal fea- 
port in that country ?' think o f my amazement at this too? Notv. ithftandingl was flill 
defirous o f maintaining a friendly correfpondence with you, and fcnt my fcrvant, M a
homed Ubraur KhanBehaudcr, with a meflage o f the moll amicable kind toNcgapat- 
nam, in order, by that means, to afford you an opportunity o f incrcafing that frit nd- 
fhip that has hitherto fubfifled, and been current between us, by a difplay of open- 
nels and fincerity. Your Arruzdafht o f the 7th September 1773, penned in the mo(t 
agreeable terms, in anfwer to my friendly meffagc, and the prefents that accompa- 
ricd it, I conccivcd to be proofs o f your fair intentions, and you too exprefs your 
certain confidence, that I Hiould not deviate from tlie ancicnt eftabliftied fyftem ; 
neverthelefs, when Mahomed Ubraur Khan demanded o f you why you had ereded 
Dutch colours atNagore, you anfwered him, that the Rajah and his late Father not 
having it in their power to pay you the money they had borrowed o f you, the R a
jah (who is now depofed) had, in confideration o f the amount o f the debt, given 
you Nagore and it’s dependencies; a circumftance which I was in the highcft degree 
lurj)rifed at, more efpecially as you did not mention a word o f this converfation, 
which fo pafled between you and my fervant, in the letter you wrote to me. But 
notwithftanding all this, I am ftill defirous o f fettling this matter with you in an 
amicable manner  ̂ and have therefore judged it expedient to write to you on the 
fubjeft particularly.

1/  then this be certain^ that eitber th i deceafed or late depofed Rajah 'w ere in debt t f  
how happens it  that., when tw o y ea rs ago the fo r c e s -o f the C ircar -were fen t agatnjl the 

f o r t  o f  Tanjore to bring the Rajah back to his duty,you then made no mention o f  cirr  
cum fiam es? How ha ffen s it that you at that time had not obtained any new  difiriHs there, 
nor had the Uaft preteufiom  o f  that kind? It was incumbent on you not to have truitfd 
the Rajah witji more money to enable him to be difobedient to his Mailer, bccaufe 
you might forefee that that Mafter would not put up with fuch bad proceedirgs, 
without infliding the corrediion they dcfcrvedj but when I lent my fervant to you 
with fo friendly a meflage, did you think it confillent with propriety to conccal your 
connexion with the Rajah under a cloak o f friendlhip towards me ? You well know 
that o f late the unjuftifiablc meafures purfued by the Rajah of Tanjore in rcfpedt o f 
paying the fums due to the Circar, and his fiding with my enemies, have laid me 
under a necellity o f fending an army againft him ; notwithftanding,which you have 

’ fcipportcd him in his difobcdience, and the hope you have given him has been the
3 caufe
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cnufc that he has fo entirely rcfufccl any degree o f fubjrdion to his proper Lord, a* 
to oblige rrvy army to befiege him in hiscapiral. Thatdone however, and he defti- 
tute of all hope o f afliftance from every other quarter, you, undei (landing his fitua- 
tion, brought him to confent to every thing you defired, and engaged to fuccour 
him in 0|ien hoftility againft me. What j'ou thus took from him you call land that 
he has given you, and yet that can by no nation be reconciled tojuftice, becaufeyou 
have not performed the engagements you had made with him : befides which the 
Rajah had no right to make I'uch a fale, for the vaffal has no power to dil'pofe of any 
part o f his country without the confent o f  his Liege.

By the favour o f God, the whole Carnatick is under my fway, and the Rajahs o f 
Tanjore and Trichi nopoly, of Mara war and Nalcooty, were always dependent on 
this Subahdary. Things thus circumftanced, have not thefe proceedings o f your’s 
been totally without my confent ? Nay they muft have been with a pernicious view 
o f  ftrengthening my tributary, in order that by open difobediencc he might aft in 
oppofition to me, who have neverthelefs been fo much your friend.

Y o u  only exprenbd your frienddiip by fair words in your Arruzdalbt, which in- 
tleed arc the proceedings o f  tHofc that receive favours from me and remarn in hopes 
o f  my protedion. It is by your perfuafion and encouragement that the Rajah made 
a trial o f w ar; you may now fee to what circumdances the Rajah was reduced for 
your fake; my viftorious army took his fort by ftorm, and he, with his brother and 
family, have fallen into my hands: no v I am determined to take upon myfelf a power 
of regulating the whole o f his country. I obferve that you fent foul draughts ac* 
cording to your defire, and demanded Saneds in three different ways, under the feal 
c f  the Rajah for the above diftrids: before two weeks the Tanjore fort was taken ; 
the faid Saneds remained in the hands o f Narfingarow, whom the Rajah has fent; and 
u itil the fort was taken, the Rajah, & c. were unacquainted whether Narfingaro\T 
had delivered the faid Saneds to you or n o t; the mon^ agreed  on w as not fu lly  pa id  to 
the R a ja h ; pact o f the money that was agreed on by the Dutch Company 
in lieu o f the Saneds was only to be paid to the Rajah, and the bfft part was 
to be paid to certain Dutch Gentlemen. I underftand all thefe particulars 
by information given by the Rajah, Dobbeer, Monajee, Gilli Pilli, & c. mana
gers c f  the faid Rajah, who has now fent me word to write to you, and re
call the Saneds o f the difliifts, together with a writing by which he forgave the 
ufual Pelhcufh, and likewife the jewels which he had pawned, as the money which 
had been received fhall be repaid; I hope you will know this alfo by the Rajih’s let
ter to you : I have therefore, through the blefTingof God, given orders to my army, 
under the command o f my Ton Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, to take pofTeflion o f  the 
whole o f the Tanjore country, becaufe I can by no means fufFer that any part o f 
the country ihah be lold during my government. I now requelt o f you to deliver 
up Nagorr, and all other dirtrids of the Tanjore country, and which have fallen 
into your hands fome time fince by the means o f any Saned o f the late Rajah with
out my confent; and in the fame manner you will deliver up the Saned under the 
Rajah’s feal, and the jewels that had been pawned. I fhall agree to pay off the whole 
of your juft <Jebts that had been contradted by the Rajah. I f  you aft fairly and 
friendly with me, you fliall have my aid in your trade, and likcwilc my afTiftance re

garding

A P P ET N  D I X  No. XXVIL '1,225



garding the ancicnrpofTcflion o f your diftrids, according to old cuftom, on con
dition ot'your paying the ufual Pcfhcufli to the Circar; this will be a mtans to ce
ment our fricndlhip greatly. ,

I f  you don’t chufe to comply with my requeft (which God forbid !) I fliall, by the 
blefllngof God, ufe my power which he hath granted me to recover my juft rights t 
lo that my army will march to take poflefilon o f the whole of the faid country : who- 
foever fliall attempt to refift my arms, helhall meet with ruin. I f  your nation chufe 
to make a war with me, (which God forbid!) 1 fliall not look upon you as my friends 
in future. I f  you refolve upon hoftilities o f war againft my government and peace 
o f my country, I fliall be under a neceflTity o f efteeming you as authors o f animofity ; 
in which cafe 1 fliall never fuffer fuch people to carry on trade in my country, nor to 
live peaceably under my proteftion. L et them underftand, that fear o f all kind, 
efpccially afflidions o f war, fliall attend them from all parts o f the Carnatick, from 
Camaurykinnia (fuppofcd to be Cape Comorin) as far as the river Kiftnah. R e
member that I acquaint you with my friendfliip with great jufl:ice and reafon ; you 
will therefore confider thoroughly upon the foregoing, and you will not a<fl in fuch 
manner as it may bring fear and troubles upon your nation in my country. Y pu 
will be fo kind as to fend me a fatisfa<flory anfwer fuon»

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  Tuefday, 28th September, 1775,' 

P R E S E N T ,  

Alexander W ynch Efquire, Governor Prefident.

John Smith John Whitehill
Charles Smith

1 2 3 6  E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E  I N  1 7 7 3 ;

John Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey.

T H E  Board having met purfuant to the refolutibn o f yefterday, the Prefident re
ports, that he waited on the Nabob yeflierday evening, and communicated to him 
the fentiments-of General Smith on the neceflaty o f having an European garrifon in 
Tanjorej and that he, the Prefident, had urged every argument he could devife to 
prevail upon the Nabob to acquiefce in the meafure. That the Nabob had again called 
upon him this morning, and after much converfation on the fubjedl, his ultimate 
determination was to the following purport;— That he was not in tht leaft convinced 
o f  the txpediency of having an European garrifon in Tanjore, as he confidered the 
place perfeftly fecure in the poflefllon o f his own troops ; and were he at p/efent to 
make an application for an European garrifon, it would imply a diflrufl, which he 
does by no ir.eans entertain, o f his own troops. T hat for the prefent he has no oc- 
cafion for the afliftance o f the Europeans in Tanjore; when he has, he will then ap
ply for them. As another reafon for not adopting the meafure, the Nabob faid, that 
he had promifcd the inhabitants not to admit Europeans into Tanjore, as they were 
afraid of their killing cows, which is forbid by the tenets o f the Gcntoo religion.

The
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The PrefiHent further added, that the Nabob cxprelTed much un’cafinefs, and ap
peared to be much alarmed ac our prcfling this meafure fo ftrenuoufly.

The Board are much concerned at the Nabob’s refolution, as they can by no 
means beconvinced that Tanjure is altogether fccure in the charge of his Sepoys, 
ill-paid,and conftqut-ntly difaflVded to his fcrvice, without good difcipHne, or a pro
per regard to military lubordination; but as this Government has difcharged it’s 
duty, in pointing out the danger, and urging the expediency o f providing for the 
fafety o f Tanjore, by having an European garrifon in the fort, andfince the Nabob 
is determined againlt the meafure, it remains to be confidered what line we ought 
to follow; whether to march the troops, and affift him to recover the dillrifts from 
the Dutch, agreeable to our former refolution; or, in confequence o f his refufing to 
admit an European garrifon, as General Smith recommends, that we order the troops 
to their refpedtive ftations. But before we enter into a minute difcuffion o f the 
qucftion, it is nccclTary to premife, that as it •was through necejjity determined to deliver 
ov er  the f o r t  o f  Tanjore^ as foon as fubdutd, to the Nabob, it ts optional w ith  him, w h e
ther to admit an European garrifon  or not. W e could urge no abfolutc obligation in 
the Nabob to come into our meafure; wc could only recommend it from it’s, uti
lity, and point out the confequences to be apprehended, if Tanjore is left with it’s 
prefenc garrifon.

W e come now to confider what nTight probably happen, Ihould we refufe to af
fift the Nabob in recovering the lands from the Dutch, and to order the army im 
mediately to their refpeftive garrifons, in cafe he Ihould dill refui'e to admit an Eu
ropean garrifon into Tanjore. Were fuch a meafure allowable from the nature o f 
the fyflcm fubfifting between the Nabob and the Com pjny, and could we believe 
that this refolution would induce the Nabob to alter his determination, we lliould not 
be averfe to make the experiment; but whtn rhere is every realon to apprehend it 
would have quite a contrary effed-, and moft certainly would produce violent diigult 
in the Nabob, we could not think ourfelves juftified In adopting a meafure, which 
might be attended with very difagreeable confequences. It is evident to the whole 
Board, from the difpofition o f the Nabob, that the more this meafure is urged, the 
more flrcnuoufly will he oppofe i t ; his fears will be alarmed, and he will readily 
bflieve that there is foundation for the report which went abroad, that the G o v e r 
nor and Council wanted to keep Tanjore for the Company. Such a report circu- 
larrd in the Settlement during the former fiege, and if it ibuiid ii’s way to the Dur
bar, which is not improbable, it would operate very powerfully on the mind o f the 
Naiiob, It mufl.aH'0 be confidered, that if in the prefent cafe tlu- !a ecy of Ta,njore 
is the o ljc ft  in view, it will be equally, if not more fccure, while the troops are in 
the field, than it would be were wc to order the troops to their fcve’a! garrifons, ;ind 
leave the Dutch in quiet poll'cffion of their late acquifition^. Fur ihele and many 
ether reafons.\vhich might be produced, the Boaid are unanimous in tii^ir opinic n, to 
adhere to the former refolution cl aflifting the Nabob with the Company’s tro ;ps, in 
recovering, the lands in the Tanjore countjy lately alienated to the D u tch ; and in 
tonftqutnce of this refolution, a letter is Srficred 10 be prepared to General Smith,
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dirfdting him to march wUh the troops under bis command, and carry into exccu 
tion the intentions o f the Board contaiitcd in the foregoing Minute.

Read tranflation o f the Nabob’s letter to the Dutch.Govemmcnt at Negapajtnanv 
mernioned in the Confultation o f yefterday f .  As thq Nabob lias defued an opimon 
on th e  propriety o f the faid letter, and as the Board 1‘cc nothir g|improper in what 
tffe Nabob has fet forth, it is agreed that an anfwtr to this eff<dt be accordingly 
reiurned.

From Governor W jnch to d v  Nabob o f  the Carnatick, dated z^tb September, 1773.

I H A V E  been honoured with the receipt o f your Highnefs’s letter o f  the x6th‘ 
Inftant, enclofing a draught o f a letter to the Governor o f NegOpatnam, in which, 
you are pleafed to defire I will make fuch alterations as may aj>pear to me 
proper.

Your Highnefs being the bcft judge o f what are your intentions and refolut’ions. 
towards the Dutch, and o f the particular information you have received refpeft- 
ing the point in queftion with them, muft o f courfe alfo be the beft judge o f 
what is proper to write on the occafion •, fo far however as appears to me, I do 
not fee any impropriety in the letter propofed. Agreeable to what I wrote to 
your Highnefs under date the 25th inftant, General Smith has been ordered tO' 
proceed with the troops under his command; and after every amicable endeavour 
for the obtainmeot o f the landŝ  in queftion ftiall have proved ineffeftual, he w 
direftcd, on the requifition o f your Highnefs’s fecond Son, Mader-tii-Mulk Bc- 
hauder, to affift him in the recovery of them by force.

ExtraB o f  P roceedings o f  the Prejident and Council at Port St. George^ in th eir MHitarj
Department, ^ ith  September^ 1773.

Purfuant to the determination o f Council y«ftcrday, the foltowing letter wa3 dif- 
patched to General Smith r

TV Jv ftp b  Smith Ef^uire, Brigadier-G eneral, and Commanding Officer o f  the Trotps om
th t Coaft.

S I F ,

I N  our letter o f the 2:3d inftant, we informed you o f the Nabob’ s application for 
the afliftance o f the Company’s troops under your command, to put him in poffef- 
fion of certain villages and lands which the Dutch have lately poflciled thcrofcivcs

t i p  E X P E D I T ' t O N  A G A m S T  T A N J O R E  I N  1773..

f  Vide page 1333.
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of m the Tanjore country, and that we had the fame under our confideration. W e 
are now to inform you, that we have come to the reiolution o f affifting the Nabob in- 
the recovery of the country from the Dutch ; you will therefore march with fuch a 
force as you (hall deem neceflary for the purpofe, and proceed towards thofe dift:t?ifts 
by flow marches; and if the Dutch rejeft every amicable prnpofai which may be made 
theni by Mader-ul-Mulk Bchauder, and absolutely rcfufe.to deliver up the faid 
lands to the Circar, you will then, upon his requifition, give every alfiftance in vour 
power, even to the making ufc o f the force under your command, to put the Nabob 
in polTeffion o f them.

W e have in the ftrongeft manner recoaimended to the Nabob to avoid hoftilities, 
as long as there is a probability o f being able to comc to an amicablc accommoda
tion with the Dutch, and for your information we now tranfmit you a copy o f  our 
letter to the Nabob on thisfol>jtft.

So far we had wrote before the receipt o f your letter to the Prefidcnt o f the 24th 
inftant, which he has communicated to us j we entirely concur in opinion with you 
as to the oeceffiry o f having a garrifon o f the Company’s troops in Tanjore, and you 
may eafily conceive that no arguments have been omitted, which we thought would 
have a»y weight with the Nabob to induce him to acquiefce in a meafure I'o eflen- 
tially Bcceffary. If we thought that a refufal to comply with bis requifition, unlefs 
he confenied to what we propofe, would be juflifiable, or would be attended with any 
good confequences, we (hould not be averfe to making the trial i but we fear the 
conftquences would be diametrically oppofite to what we w ifli: add to this the 
danger o f fuffering the Dutch to remain in the quiet poflcffion o f additional territo
ry, which would enable them to encreal'e their eftablifliment in fuch a manner as 
might render them formidable rivals; and what may now with cafe be afFeftcd, might, 
if  deferred, prove a more difficult and arduous talk.

Thefe confiderations render it neceflary to profecute the meafure we have adop
ted , and we are convinced nothing will be w anting on your part for accompliChiDg 

the fanrw.
W e  are, S I R ,

Your moft obedient humble fervants,.
Fort St. George,

29th September, 1773.- W Y N C H ,  & c. CounciL

Extrall o f  Proceedings o f  the PreJUent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M iliiaty
Department, l o t h  September, 1773*

T H IS  day the following letters were received from C am p :
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To the Hmoiirahlt\ Jkxandet IFyncb Efquire, Prefident and Governor, '%ic. o f  Fart
Si. George.

Honourable Sir,

I H A V E  been honoured with the conimands o f the Board o f the 23d inftant, 
and your letter of the 25th inllant; to the former 1 (hould have imnjediatcly re
plied, but it has not hitherto been in my power to give them any certain account 
o f the Rajah’s tranfattions with the Dutch. I f n t  Mr. Redhead, who adts as 
Pcrfian interpreter, to Madtr-ul-Mulk Behauder, to get from him all the infor
mation he could, and have now the honour to enclofe you the anfwer I received.

I cxpeft to-morrow evening another letter from the Board, and fliall next 
morning reply to both at the fame time.

I have the honour to be with refpeft.

Honourable Sir,

Camp before Tanjore, Your moft obedhtnt fervant,

27th September, 1773. J> S M  I ,J  H .

P . S. When Mr. Parkifon mentioned there bfinp; near 1000 Europeana^ar Ne- 
gapatnana, the General’s fpies had miftaken the M.ilay troops on their arrival, 
included them in the number o f  Europeans, and reported both as fuch.

Brigadier-General Smith..
S I R ,

I W A IT E D  on the Nabob for the information you rcquefted ; he waved 
giving it me without the knowledge of his Father, and toid me he ftiould write 
him on the occafion, and ad  according to his anl'wer. I pleaded very ftrongly' 
the neceflity of your immediate knowledge o f the circumftauces j he then calTcd 
HalTum Khan Behauder and Nazeeb Kh^n Behauder, and after a fhort confultation 
gave me, in their prefence, and that o f the Dobbecr, the follov/ing information.

I am, S I R ,  ^

Your moft obedient fervant,

J. R E D H E A D .

A B O U T  the latter end o f July laft the Rajah fent Hunmulk Sapille and Gnr- 
fing Row, brothers o f Gilli Piili, as AmbalTadors to the Dutch at Negnpatnatri, 
to mortgage part of his country. The Dutch accepted of the propofal, but hear
ing of General Smith, Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, and H.iflum Khan Hehauder, 
having left Madras, the Dutch pleaded the impropriety of keeping luch lands in 
mortgage, and prefled the Rajah to fell them. The Rajah, on hearing o f the 
arrival of General Smith, & c. at Trichinopoly, determined on felling Nagore,

I Kulloor,
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Kulloor, Tuptra, and Tropanda, and fent the bill o f agreement to his Ainba/lh- 
dors at Negapatnam j with whom it remained, as the Dutch did not pay the 
money, but ufed as a plea the returning o f certain jewels in lieu of it, w'hich the 
Rajah had formerly mortgaged. T he Rajah wanting immediate afllftance from 
money, refufed the jewels, and wrote himfclf to the D utch; as alfo inftrufled his 
Ambaffadors to acquaint them, that if  they did not pay the money, or return the 
lands, he fhould confider the lands as taken by force. The Dutch detained the 
two AmbaflTadors, from whom the Rajah had not heard ’ till a week before the 
ftonn. The Rajah acquaints the Nabob, that fuppofing the Dutch to have paid 
the money for the lands, they certainly cannot be averle to fhewing the receipts 
for it.

ExiraSl o f  L etter from  Lieutenant-Colonel Rofs^ Chief Engineer, dated. Camp on the 
Glacis o f ‘Tanjore, x"]th September, 1773.

To the Honourable Alexander If'ynch Efquire, Prejident and Governor, and Council o f
Port St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H AVp, the pleafure to enclofe you a furvey of the attack I had the honour 
to carry on againft Tanjore, by which it was reduced the 17th inftant. Since that 
time thy Engineers have been employed in furveying and fuperintending the le
velling of the trenches, in clearing away the paflage made over the ditch, and in 
erecting a temporary bridge there, for the convenience o f repairing the breach.

The General intends, with your approbation, that the Engineers remain here 
until they have got an accurate furvey o f the fort and it’s environs for a mile 
round, as he conceives a perfe(5t knowledge o f a place o f  fo much ftrength an 
objeft o f  confequence.

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their MiUtary
Department, i j l  0 Bober, 1773.

T H E  following letter was this day received from General Smith ;

To the Honourable Alexander JVynch E fquire, P refident and G overnor, &c. Council o f
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I A M  honoured with your commands o f the a jd  inftant, which lhall be com* 
plied with as far as in my power.

W ith regard to the claims o f the Dutch, and what has pafled between their 
Government at Negapatnam and the Rajah of Tanjore, it is very difficult to come 
at a true ilatc of the matter. It was natural to fuppolc that M adcr-ul-M ulk Be- 
baudcr had made all enquiries from the prifoncrs of diftinition in his power rela-
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tivc to thcfc tranfaftions; an4  that I might be enabled to fend you fuch account* 
as would be fatisfaftory, I fcnt EnQgn Redhead, who afts as my Perfian In
terpreter, to Mader-ul-Mulk Behaudcr, to gain all the information he could on 
this head j and lall night I enclofed the anfvvcr I received to th  ̂ Honourable 
Prefident.

The Dutch have received a late reinforcement, which my IntelHgence this night 
confirms; and they have at Negapatnam 750 to 800 Europeans, 450 Malays, 
and upwards o f 1000 Sepoys i the latter they arc recruiting with all cxpcdhion, 
and they report that more Europeans are expeflcd from Ceylon, iz c ,  \Vith this 
forcc it can never be imagined they’ ll truft themfelves without tht walls o f Ne- 
gapatnam, unlefs it is at Nagore, which it is faid they are fortifying with bat
teries and other works, and where they have at prefent ftationcd fame Europeans 
and Sepoys; but againft the Nabob’s troops alone they might thitrk themicives 
capablc to aft. Otherwife, if  you fhould determine to put the Nabob in pofl'efllon 
o f the Tanjore diftrifts claimed by the Dutch as cedcd to them, I think a batta
lion o f Europeans, four battalions o f Sepoys, with “field artillery, and His High-, 
nefs’s two regiments o f cavalry, will be fuflicicnt for that fervice ■, but if  matters 
are not accommodated, Nagore, from it’s vicinity to Negapatnam, and it’s being 
an open place, will require a confidcrable force to defend it ’ till it is fortified at 
Icaft with temporary works.

Should Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder apply for Company's troops to garrifon T an
jore, one o f the battalions o f Europeans, with two battalions o f  ^ poys, and a 
proportion o f  artillery, under the command o f a good Officer, may be depended 
on to fecure and defend the place.

Tanjore fort at prefent is garrifoned by the Nabob’s Sepoys, cxcept an Officer, 
thirty infantry, and twelve artillery-men, o f the Company’s troops. I fliall never 
deem the place fafe with fuch a garrifon, and the ftory o f Mulevakeel, in the Myfore 
country, confirms my opinion; fome o f the Members now at the Honourable 
Board may probably recoiled it and it’s confcquences. I hope the Honourable 
Board wili forgive me if  I have faid too much on a fubje£b I confefs myfclf anxious 
about, which is the prelervatipn o f a placc that has coft us fome lives, and is o f 
more confequencc than any other fort in the Nabob’s pofleffion. I have always 
thought our prefent cftablifliment of Sepoys infufficient, before there was any 
profped; of their ferviccs being wanted for the dcfence o f the Tanjore country ; 
aiid as the neccffity of augmenting.that corps is much more necefljry now than' 
ever, I beg leave to recommend that you will again urge H is Highnefs, to confenc 
that two or th'ee battalions may be immediately raifed on the fame footing o f th£ 
Carnatick battalions.

It is alfo my duty to acquaint the Honourable Board, that we have near 300 men 
fick and wounded in the different garrlfons, and fince the fiege many more arc 
reported unfit for duty in Camp. T he European corps are much diminilhed, and 
Ihc Monfoon breaking in upon us while in the field, unprovided with cantonmen's

or
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or provifiqns for fuel; an event; the confequence to the regiments may be highly 
detrimental, fhould you have any occafion for their fervices early the next year. 
Scarce any rain has fallen in this country during the whole feafon > the weather 
threatens much, and in all probability the new moon will bring with it a deluge ; 
and the Tanjore country in the rainy feafon is a perfedt fwamp, and impaflable to 
troops, being interfered with many rivers and watcr-courfes, which require boats 
or.forae fuch means to pafs.them: in fuch circumftances it will be impoffiblo for 
us to return to the Southward •, but i f  the troops are quartered iu proper time,, 
which might be in Tanjore and it’s dependencies, when the rains, are 6vcr, the men 
will be recovered from their late fatigues, and ready to execute with health and 
vigour any fervice the Honourable Board may have occafipn to employ them on.

Lieutenant Owen has very particular bufinefs in Bengal, and as his fervices 
from the army can now be difpcnfed with, I requefl; the Honourable Board will 
grant him their permifilon to proceed thither, to return early in the next year.

Serjeant Jones, who led one o f the forlorn hopes on the ftorming of Tanjore,’ 
having been particularly recommended to me by many o f the OiHcers in the army 
as a very defcrving young man, and one who On former occafions had diftinguiflied 
him felf; and as it is ufual in cafes o f thiy kind to promote men o f real merit who 
are above pecuniary rewards, I requeft the Honourable Board will appoint him a 
Cadet, and grant him a commiffion in his turn.

I have the honour to be, with the greateft refped:.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient fervant,
Camp near Tanjore,

2bth ^ptem bcr, 1773, J O S E P H  S M I T H .

As the foregoing letter required an immediate reply, the opinions o f the Council 
were taken, and the folbw ing anfwer was-approved and ordered to be difpatched.

To Jo feph  SmUb, E/quire, Brigadier-General, and Commanding Officer o f  the Troops on the
CoaJ,

S I R ,

W e have received your letter of the 28th September. In our letter ofithe 29th 
we acquainted you, that we had come to the refolution o f affording the Nabob the 
afilftance of the Company’s troops, to recover for him the diftridls in the Tanjore 
country which the Dutch have lately poflclfed themfelves of, and defired that you 
would march with fuch a force as you might judge fufficicnt for the purpofe. On 
the receipt o f your above-mentioned letter, the Prcfident communicated to the 
Nabob the force which you propofed to be employed on this fervice. I le fecmed 
to wifli that the whole o f the troqps might bclen t; but as you are the bed judp^ 
o f the force neccflary, we fhall leave the appointment thereof entirely to yjou. Should
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you ftill judge the whole not neceflary, the remainder of the troops you will pleafe 
to put into garrifon at Vellum and Trichinopoly.

W e have already giv^n you our fentiments on the propriety o f having a garrifon 
o f the Company’s troops in Taryore, and the rcafons which prevented our urging 
the Nabob too far on the fiibjcdt.

T he repeated and pofitive orders we have rcceivcd from the Honourable Court 
o f Direftors againft making any addition to pur prefcnt eftabliflimcnt, will prevent 
our raifing any new battalions of Sepoys, unkfs the Nabob Ihall apply to us fur that 
purpofe; and from what hath lately pafled on the fubjed: o f the charge o f the 
three additional battalions o f Sepoys, we have little reafon to expedt he will be

Jjrevailed on to confent to any increafe o f the cftablifliment. Lieutenant Owen 
et out yefterday for Camp; you will pleafe to acquaint him that he has our per- 
niifTion to proceed to Bengal. Agreeable to your recommendation we confent to 

the appointment o f Serjeant Jones to be a Cadet on tliis eftablifhment, and to be 
promoted in his turn.

W e  are, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervanrs,

■ ' A\  W Y N C H ,  & c. Council.

ExtraSI o f  P ro ceed in g  o f  the Trejidtnt and Council at Fort St-, George, in thtir M ilitary
Department, 6tb OElober,

^0 the Honour able Alexander IVyncb Efquire^ Vrefident and Governor, and Council o f
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Y O U R  letters o f  the 29th ultimo and iftinftant I have been honoured with, and 
this morning I marched to Marima-Koil, four miles to the cart ward o f Tanjore, on 
the Nagore road, with that part o f the army I propofed taking with me. I 
waited on Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder in Tanjore, to make known to b in  the in- 
ftrudions 1 had received from the Honourable Board, and to learn when he in
tended to join the army ; I at the fame time mentioned the near approach o f  
the rainy feafon, and that no time fliould be loft in finifhing the campaign. He 
told me there were not provifions in camp to enable the army to move, and that 
it will require three or four days for cattle and fhccp to come from TrichinopoJy i 
befsdes he had feveral matters to fettle in the fort before he could attend the army.
I repeated the inconvenience that mull arile from delay, and that fomc 
tion fhould be had for the Europeans ; he faid it was true, but they could not 
prcKied '(ill a mt'nth’s p-^ovifions was in readinefs, which will neceflarily detain us 
lome days •, and I think it certain that the Monfoon will ireak eie wt reach any 
pUce where the troops can be cantoncd. This being the cafe, I Jiave wrote t»

Mader-
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Mader-ul-Mulk Behander my fentiments; and informed him, that in place o f 
taking the European corps with us, the four battalions o f Sepoys and the fir 
pounders will be quite fufficient to put him in pofleflion of thofe places he lo 
much defires ; and the Europeans may be either cantoned in Tanjore or elfewhere 
immediately ’till the rains are over. I cannot conceive why the N abob wifhes, at 
this junfture in particular, to take fuch a body o f  troops through the Tanjore 
country; which is a fucceflion o f Paddy fields, and only the villages and high 
roads that troops can encamp in. T he low part o f the country is fo fwampy, that 
travellers are up above their knees every ftep. I own I am concerned that the 
Nabob fhould folicit you lo late in the year to keep your troops on foot, efpecially 
where much oppolition cannot be expedted, even when the feafon becomes fo 
favourable a.s to admit the troops taking the field. I f  the Dutch do not fee it 
neceflary to fubmit to the Nabob’s demands, and are not amicably inclined, they 
never will with the force they now have oppofe us, but retire to Negapatnam, 
and there wait ’till they are in a condition to aft againft us with a prooabiiity of 
fuccefs. In the former cafe you cannot hurt them, without attacking their fort 
and driving them out o f it i and in the latter, time muft difcover vvliat is to 
happen.

The Nabob’s Son does not mean to take any o f His Highnefs’s troops with 
him but the M ogul cavalry and fix companies o f ^ poys : the latter are not ujfficirnt 
to proteft Nagore and the feveral diftrifts now in queltion ; it is evident therefore 
that he means to apply for the Company’s troops for that purpofe. W ith  regard 
to your troops garrifoning Tanjore, that neither the Father ox Son ever intend to 
folicit for them I verily believe, ’ till compelled by neccflity; and then, as at every 
other time, when danger is near, the Company’s troops muft defend and fupport 
their honour.

T h e Nabob has lately obtained acquifitions that will require an addition o f 
troops to defend them, efpecially if  he leaves five battalions in Tanjore; in this 
cafe what is to bccome o f the Marawar and Madura countries, from whence the 
moft o f them have been withdrawn ? to what end does he make thefe conquefls, 
i f  they are not maintained, and the inhabitants encouraged and protefted ? This 
will require his confideration ; and I hope for his own intereft he will be perfuaded, 
that raifing Sepoys is a meafure which ought to be adopted immediately, and 
that they Ihould be under the Governor and Council’s orders and directions.

After leaving part o f the artillery and Captain Brown’s detachment at Vellum , 
I fhall order the remainder o f the detachment to proceed to Trichinopoly.

I have the honour to be With refpeft.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient fervant.
Camp near Tanjore,

3dO ftober, 1773. J O S E P H  S M I T H .
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ExiraR o f  Pm-ecd'mp o f  th e ¥refi^enl and Council at Fm't George, in their Military
Department, 'jth OSlober, 1773.- -

Received tlid following letter from 'General Smith :

To the Ilonourable Alexander H^ynch Efquire, Trefiicnt and Governor, Council o f  Fort
i>t. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A D  the honQur to addrtfs you yeflerday, and now fend you enclofed a jour
nal o f the optriUions of the army, and the orders for bft month, to which is an
nexed a return o f the killed and wiounded during the fiege. As t|he fcrvice on 
which the heavy guns were employed is over, the 24 and 18 pounders, with the 
mortars, gone to Trichinopoly, and the 12 pounders to Vellum, I fhall be glad to 
know if the draught bullocks belonging to them may be difcharged the fervice. 
The fpare carriage bullocks arc delivered over to Mader-ul-Mulk Bshauder, as he 
wanted them to tranfport grain with the troops.

W e have had fliowers of ra<iji for fome days paft, and this afternoon it came on 
with great violence, and continued longer than ufual.

I have the honour to be with refpeft.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,
■*

Your moft obedieni fervanr.
Camp at Marima-Koil,

4th Odober, 1773. J. S M  I T  H ,

The following anfwer was difpatched the fame day to General Smith :

To Jo/eph Smith Efquire, Ilrigadier-General, and Cmmanding Officer o f  the Troops on
the Coafi.

S I R ,

W E  have received your letters of the 3d and 4th inftant. As you do Tiot think 
it neceflary to take the European battalion with you, judging four battalions of 
Sepoys, with fix field pieces, a fufficient force for the fervice you arc to be employ
ed on, wt defire to be informed in what manner you wouldTCCommeVid the remain
der o f the army to be tiilpofed o f ; whether to c;nton at Vellum, or any morf con
venient ftation in the neighbourhood of Tanjore, ’till the prclenc fervice is over, of* 
to return to their refpeftive garrifons.

As it is a difficult matter to re-aficmble draught bullocks after they have been 
dhcharged the fervice, and as there is a poffibility of a greater number being re
quired than the exact complement to the guns, wc recommend it to you for the 

z  ̂ prefent
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prcfcnt to keep one hundred fparc ones in the fcrvicc, and that all unneccflary 
people and Coolies be difclwged.

W e are, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervants.
Fort St. George,

7thOa:ober, 1773. W Y N C H ,  and Council.

Let ft)- from  the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor Wyncb, dated ^tb O£iobtr, 1773.

E N C L O S E D  I fvnd for your information copies of the feveral Arruzdafhts I 
have received from the Governors of Pondicherry, Negapatnam, and Tranquebar, 
congratulating me on the caprture of Tanjorcj allb copies o f the Arruzdafhts of 
Tuljaujee and his mother, exprefllng their ihanks.

What can I fay more ?

Copy o f  an ArruzdaPt from  General L aw , Governor o f  Pondicherry, received ut the Durbar
2d OSiober, 1773.

P  R E  A  M  I f  L  E.

T H E  Arruzdaflit o f the friend full o f fiiicerity and truth, Mr. Law de Law- 
rifton, General, the Sword o f the State Behauder,. magnificent in war; who, after 
acquitting himfclf o f the duties of civility, begs leave to reprefent to the choien and 
high entitled threfhold of the Servants of His Highncfs,

That, in this fpring time o f fuccefs, the found o f gratulation on the capture of 
Tanjore (which has ftllen at the terrible appearance o f the friends of the conquer
ing State and it’s viftorious heroes) has been wifred to us on the fummer brce; ĉ of 
fortune. *l'was a place where, from  the beginning o f  time ’till now, the harmonious voice 
o f  true religion had not been heard; but in lieu thereof the horrid difiord o f  idolatn, and the 
^n o f  accurfed infidelity. On rhis happy occafion therefore, we your friends, full of 
attachment,' have not in the garden o f our bread a fingle thorn o f difcontfnt; but,, 
on the contrary, hove found it fertilized with a faturity of joy ; and the rofe-bud 
o f our heart, ainidft the fmiling flowers of viftories and blcirings that lurround you, 
is become the Nifar o f your heavcn-like court.

We are continually raifing high the hand of prayer towards the empyrean palace o f 
'Him who dilpels the night of darknel's, and elevates the lights of inrellc<5lual day, 
lor incrcaie ot prolperity and life to the Lord of the world and it’s inhabitants, the 
ccnter of the circle o f time, the reft and dependence o f the faithful.

May your glorious armies ever be triumphant! May your life and greatnefg 
continue and increafe 1 '
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o f  an Arruzdajht from 'ihe Governor o f  Negapatnam, dated 1J l, and received at the
'Durbary ’] th  O£loki-f 1773.

T H E  preamble is the fame as in that from Negapatnam o f 9th Auguft laft -f"* 
T he letter runs thus:

Thanks in abundance be to God, and praifes in a continued fiiccenion be given 
to him for the heart-rcfrefliing, life-giving news ; that at this happy time, whofe 
beginning and end h  bleffed, the fort of Tanjore is taken, and the keys of it fecured 
by the friends of the viftorious State; that that accurfed, fenfdefs, outcaft crew 
have been part put to flight, and partflain and taken captive; and that having br- 
come viftinis to the anger o f Heave«, atvd the wrath o f royalty, thay were, by tiie 
afTaults of your experienced conquering warriors, wbo thirjted like crocodiles f o r  bloody 
brought to that pafs, that without having time to breathe, they had no other alterna
tive than to fly or fufFer inftant death, and were thus utterly routed and difperfed i 
for this we fend up praifes to the Celeftial Court of the Supreme Giver o f benefit?. 
H ere follows a couplet to the following efl êft : I  "Wifh tby enemy may be ev e r  in the 

ftluatiGH o f  a  u n t - f in ;—a fton e at his bead, bis body in the ground, and a rope about bis 
neck.

♦
W e pray Heaven that.vidlory and triumph may ever be attendants on the for

tunate affairs o f you, who arc the Kiblah o f the protedtion and hopes of mankind, 
by which means the gates o f pcace, joy, and delight, will be open to the wilhes and 
defires, civil and religious, o f  us your zealous fervants and wellwifliers, and your 
favours will be Ihowered down upon us in greater abundance, by honouring us Mvith 
your commands, and affording us opportunities o f ferving you.

a'i4S E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O i R E  I N  1773.

May it pleafe your Highnefs »

For the better performance o f the congratulations due on this fortunate occafion,
I fhall fend in a few days more fome Gentlemen o f rank in the Council of this place, 
who are in the fecrets o f affairs, to wait upon your Highnefs. W e have the moft 
affured hope that your Highnefs will continue your ineftimable favours, to the fur
therance of the concerns o f the Dutch Company and Nation, and wc wi(h that 
conqueft and fuccefs may ever attend your undertakings.

(A  Couplet to this purpofe) :

Ages may be fpcnt in congratulations on the affiftancc your good fortune affords 
you.

May the fun o f your life, profperity, magnificence, grcatncfe, and glory, continue 
to Ibine with undiminifhcd refplendence.

+ Vide page 1109,
0 ^
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Copy o f  an Arruzdajht from  the Governor o f Tran(iuehar, dated 2 id , and received at
the Durbar, %6th Septmber^ *773"

P R E A M B L E .

T O  the Nabob o f noble and princely rank, of high and exalted dignity, Fli* 
Highnefs o f infinite power, and great as Solomon, the Nabob Aloph-ul-Djwlafi 
Behauder; may his high (hadow be lengthened! (i.e. long may he liv e ;! T h eleaflo f 
his faithful fcrvants, Herman Abifton, Governor of Tranquebar, after performing 
the ceremonies and obeifances of Icrvitude, prefers his petition, (and fo on).

Having received the news of the fuccefs of your Flighnefs’s arms in the capture 
o f the fort and country of Tanjorr, 1 beg leavg'to preient you my moft fincere con
gratulations on that happy occafion, and to afTore you of the great Joy and fatisfac- 
tiun I have felt at it •, for as the Danifli Company have always hitherto experien
ced an high degree of your favour and good will, fo I am confident that the future 
will afford us a continuance of i t ; and therefore I cannot but pray that your High- 
nefs may be bleffcd with yet greater degrees of conque'l and good fortune, and 
that diflionour and deftruftion may be the portion of your enemies. For the better 
perf )r riance of the congratulations due on this your late conqueft, it has been my 
intention to fend two perlons of fome rank to your Highnefb’s prefcnce, with a few 
rarities foe your acceptance; who at the fame time that they performed this ncceffary 
duty, might alfo, by word of mouih, explain at length\o your Highnefs the circum- 
ftances relative to our diftri<5l s ; nor did I defign this from any doubt I entertained of 
your Highnefs’s benign intentions towards the Danifh Nation, which we have all 
along experienced, and arc ftill fecure in the pofleflion of. However, in the midft 
o f this, we have futfered an inftance of injuftice and oppreffion from the fervants of 
the Circar; in explanation of which I beg leave to reprefent, that we had four dif- 
trids in mortgage from the Rajah of Tanjore, the circumltances regarding which 
wc formerly wrote to youi Highnefs upon explicitly’; thcl'c the Servants and Sepoys 
o f the Circar command us to withdraw oar troops from, and to take down the fmall 
enfign which we had put up to dillinguifli them from others. Though I fhall not 
murmur at whatever the Sepoys of the Circar may do, however arbitrary it be, yet I 
cannot but requeft that your Highnefs will be pleafed to fend orders to your Hiid 
fervants and troops to ceafe from thofe meafures, and fuffer the affairs of our Settle
ment to goon in the old channel, 'till the two deputies I am about to fend can rcaoh 
your Highnefs’s prefence, and fettle every thing that relates to thofe four diftrifts, as 
well as the fix villages we lent here ; fince whatever your Highnels fhall be pleafed 
to command, after the arrival of thofe deputies, I fhall adhere to with the utmoft 
fidelity, and the inoft prom pt obedience. It is on your Highnefs only I depend for 
proleftion, and therefore I have no more to add, than, with the moft profoujid ref- 
p ea, to wiih you length of days, and the protecflion of the Moll High.
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^ranjlation t f  cn  Arruxiaflit from luJjattjee^ ;, r ece iv ed  at theB urhar, y h  OSober, «77J»

Y O U R  Highnefs has from the firft been ufcd tollicw me a variety of kindneflTcs, 
and 1, defirous o f incrcafing that good will, was ftrong in my attachment} but 
Tome of my fcrvants have by lundry fnechods fought to lead mt; aftray, and 1 have 
lent too ready an eir to their feducin^ arguments; hence 1 have committed a num
ber of faults, and have reaped the fruit they naturally produce. Your Highnefs 
reverthelefs, refledting on the fidelity o f tfw deceafed Rajah, my Father, has been 
pleafcd to pardon me, and fent a letter to the Nabob M ader-jl-M ulk Behaudcr 
exprellivc of the moft beneficent intentions towards me, which he has explained to 
me word for word. I think myfclf highly honoured by being the lubjedl of fiich 
eminent generofity, and am now reioived in return to conform in every thing 10 
your Highnefs’s will. You have (hown me more kindnei's than even my Father 
himlelf ever did ; and indeed it is the cuftom of parents, when their children offend, 
not only to pardon them, but to heap upon them frefla benefits. M y honour is 
under the protedion o f your Highnels.

The Nabob Mader-ul-Mulk treats me in every refpefb with the utmoft atten
tion, agreeable to your Highnefs’s commands.

Tranjlatim o f  an jlrruzdajbt from  the M other o f  Tuljattjee.

Y O U R  Highnefs has of old been pleafed to honour your VafTal, the Rajah T u l-  
jaujee, with inlVanccs o f ktndnefs and gooJ-will; notwithflanding which, he being 
devoid of forefight, and liftening to the bad advice of fome o f his Servants, has- 
neglefted complying with your wilJ, and has been guilry of various mildcnifdnours * 
hencc he has brought ruin ot» his affairs, and maiters have come to the end they 
have. After all, your tlighnefs, with Angular benignity, has been pleafed ta fend 
a letter, full of Ixrneficcnt commands for our lupporr, to the Nabob Mader-ul Mulk, 
who has acquainted us with the contents. How fhall I exp refs my thanks on that 
account! Your Highnefs always heaped benefits upon us, and now we depend or> 
you alone for fubfiltence. My Son’s life and my own honour 1 call upon your H igh- 
Hcfs‘s protedio», for you are our only fupport.

Extra 51 o f  L etter from  the Nabob e f  the Carnatick to Governor Wynthf dated  8 /3 ,
and received ^th Ottober, 1773.

M A D E R -U L -M U L K  B E H A U D E R  having fent for my perufal a cnpy of a 
letter he wrote to the Governor o f Negapatnam by Rehemaun Ally Klidn aad 
Mahomed Sydee, cnclofed 1 fend you the fame for your informaiion.

f  King of Tanjore.

Copy
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c >0 »/ a U lt ir  fr m  Uad,r-u!-Mulk / . ,h, N,g^p,!mm, i u c i

Sth 0 £}ober, 1773, andjen t hy Rthemam Ally Kbdn and Mahomed Sydee.

 ̂ IN  confequcnce of the Zemindar o f Tanjore, the tributary o f the Cirrar, his 
joining with the enemies of the Circar, his perfuading of them to difhirb the tran
quility 01 the Carnatick, his adking contrary to his engagements, and his great dif- 
obcdience, Highneft was under the neceffity o f taking fuch meafures as
might euablilh the tranquillity of the Carnatlck without interruption from any 
one ; accordingly, through the favour of the Almighty, he fent me with an army 
to reduce the tort of Tanjore, and to fettle the whole of the country belonging 
thereto: the fort by God’s blclTing has been taken ; the Rajah with his whole fa* 
mily have fallen into our hands, and from this difturbance we are at cafe.

Between His Highnefs and the Dutch Nation a friendfliip has hitherto fubfifled, 
and their trade has in every fliape been alTilled by the Circar. I am fent to rcducc 
under the Circar’s authority the whole o f the country belonging to Tanjore, and 
am defirous that between Piis Highnefs and you the friendilup fubfifting lliauld 
increafe, and your trade by the fupport o f the Circar be enlarged; I write tiii» 
therefore, to defire that you will deliver to m« Nagore and the other diftrifts b«- 
longing to the Tanjore Government, which you have fome time fmce taken into 
your pofrefllon without the knowledge of His Highnefs, the true Maf\er of the dif- 
pofleflfcd Rajah let whatever be the Saned you have acquired the fame by from him; 
in the fanrve manner,likewife,you muft give me up the Saneds undcrthe Rayah’s feal, 
and the mortgaged jewels; in which cafe His Highnefs will agree to difcharge the 
whole o f the debt which may bejuflly due from tlie Rajah to you •, and moreover, 
on your afling in fo moderate a i îanner, you wiil meet with the fupport of the 
Circar in your trade; and on condition of your paying thereto tlie cuflomary 
Pcfhcu/li, as it ufed to be of old, you will receive it’s afHilance in thofe dill nets- 
■which you have been pofTen'ed of from former times; and further, this proceed
ing will tend to flrengthen the bands of friendfliip, and be produdlive of great 
benefit to yourfelf. 1 have fent the trully Uehemaun Ally Khan and MalioiiK d 
Sydec to inform you of fome circumflances, denoting tlie firinnefs of my 
regard, and trnding to the good of your affairs they arc the bearers of a letter 
from His Highnefs as well as this letter, and I am ready with an aimy, by God’s 
blefling, to fet ofJ' towards thofe parts. His Highnefs’s letter to you is couched 
in the ftrongeft terms of friendfhip, you will therefore perufe the lame with 
cart and attention; and I am convinced, from your regard and goodnefs, that be
fore my arrival in thofe parrs with an army, you will have complied with His 
Highnefs’s reqi’tfitjons, which are conibnant with equity and flncerity, fuch as- 
n'lufl be approved of by every  nation, and without a compliance with which there 
ii. no remedy whatever. Should you however adt contrary hereto, adopt an 
hoflile Jine, and be the means of fliedding of blood, 1 fhall regard th? fame as. 
done merely for your own intereft; as I have been informed f o r  a certainty, both 

fr om  the Rajah and all k s M nijlers, that apparently you  have taken fo r  you rfelf a fum o f  
money i/efides what 'was f o r  the Company; you will therefore, for a little benefit, caufe

a great
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a great lofs to fall upoii your Com pany; but the greatcft of all will be an inter- 
nipcion in the fricndfhip o f His Highnefs, who, by G od’s bleffing, is the abfolute 
Lord o f the whole Camatick country, from Cape Comorin to the Banks o f the 
Killnah, in the fulleft powtr. By this friendfhip you will reap great benefit, but 
by an interruption therein, throughout the whole Carnatick lofs and misfortune in 
every lhape will lie heaped upon your fafbot ies from every part thereof. His Hi^h- 
nefs, by G od’s bleffing, has the ampleft authority to take the country belonging 
to Tanjoreby any means he chufes, the fame being his jufl: right j in confideration, 
therefore o f the regard I bear to you, I write this, to wit, that it is better you {houUl 
-do what may tend to ftrengthen His Highnefs’s regard and avert difturbances, 
which can be cfFeded in no other manner than by complying with his juft defires.

W hat can I fay more ?

From the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor Wynch, da ted lo^th OSiober., 1773.

A N  original letter in the Maratta language, figned by the Governor o f Negapat- 
nam, which he wrote to Narfingarow Gadah fome days before the taking o f 
Tanjore, has fallen into my hands; a tranflation thereof in the Perfian language 
comes enclofed ; by this it clearly appears the faid Governor is in want of money j 
I have therefore wrote to Mader-ul-Muik Behaudcr to give the Dutch an aflignment 
ibr the amount of the debt to them on one o f the diflriits o f the Tanjore countr)', 
and to receive from them the Saneds under the feal of Tuijaujee, alfo the mort
gaged jewels and the diftridls they have poflefied themfelves ol. 1 write this for 
your information.

W hat can I fay more ?

Cnfy o f  a Letter-from R. V. VliJingenj in the Maratta language, to Narfingarow Gadab.

I E N J O Y  my health, and hope you will always write to me of your welfare, that 
I may rejoicc.

The eight Magans o f Keelore, belonging to Negapatnam, amount to Pagodas 
250,000; Nanore and Topctcra are Pagodas 75,000. Tripundy Magan i' Pagodas
15.000. The Pcfticufh or Tribute amounted to  65,000 Chuckrams, out o f which
15.000, which was due to us on account of the three years laft pad being deduded, 
the remaining is Chuckrams 50,000; the price of which being fettled, amounted 
10 Pagodas 22,000 and odd, for which a draught or bill of lale to be given in the name 
o f  the Company being drawn, has been fenclately by the means ofCanagafaba P illa ; 
I hope therefore that you will get the bill of fale drawn according to the (aid draught, 
and get it fealcd according to cuftom, and fend the fame. W e have great occa- 
fion for the money due to the Company to this day, which is Pagodas 250,000 ; 
and the fame being dcduded out o f the aforefaid I'ums, there remains Pagodas 
10,900 and odd; you will therefore order Canagafaba Pilla to receive the fame, to
gether with the Circar jewels that arc here, and fend them ; if  not, as the Company

2 have
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have great occafion for the money, you’ll order what is due to diem to be paid, and
carry away the jewels.  ̂ ’

P. S. You wrote to me that you will fend people to carry away the elephants, 
bat you have not yet fent them j 1 therefore you will write an order, either t<! 
Canagafaba Pilla, or fomcbody elfe, with a receipt to the Company, and with a 
Qireajon to receive the elephants of the Company and manage them any how.

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  Monday, iith O ftober, 1773. 

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W ynch Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith John Whitehill
Charks Smith Samuel Johnfon
John Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey.

R E A D  the following letters from General Smith :

T 0 the Honourahle Alexander JVynchEfquire^Preftdcntand Governor, feV. o f  Fcrt St,Gscrgg, 

Honourable Sir,

E N C L O S E D  I have the honour to fend you a return of the army, with a lift 
o f the Officers for the month of September.

I marched the troops this morning from Marima-Koil to Ammah Pcttah, ten 
miles on theNegapatnam road, where Illiall halt’lill Mader-ul-MulkBchaudcr, now 
Ummeer-ul-Omrah, ionis me ; for that new title waspubliflied at Tanjore this morn
ing, and announced to all the country round by the guns and mufquetry of the 
garrilbn.

I f  the Monfcwn fhould br«ak upon us while we are here, (and ir threatens much) 
the men can be fecured againfl: the weather in the village people’s houfc"!, for ihcir 
tfnts are by no means proof againft the rains.

The regiments of cavalry cannot a6t near the coaft, and as they will be o f  no ufe 
with the armv, I have recommended to Ummeer-ul-Omrah Behaudcr that they may 
be fcnt where g'am and grafs can be had, and their furvices are more wanted; ex 
c ep t  a troop or two, which he may take to attend his perlim as a guard.  ̂ I hope he 
will join the army to-morrow, and not give us any further delay, as no time is to be 
lolh

M y p r c fc n c c  can n o w  be no lo n g e r  o f  u fe  with  th e  a rm y , and as m y  health  and 

p r iv a t e  c o n c e r n s  ca ll  m e  to th e  P rcfK len cy , I rcq u cit  yo u  w il l  m en tion  to th e  l 4o-
14 Hourable
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nourafek Bo»rd my dc(Tre o f rcturDJng thither beforo the Monfoon breaks, swid that 
the command may be delivered over to Laeutenant-Colonei Vaughan, an OJiicer wha 
may be depended on, and is very capable o f executing any orders your Honour, 
fifc. may give him.

Mr. Salmon fays he is not able to undertake a journey to Madras on horfeback ; 
at prefent he is looking out for Palankeen Boys, and as foon as he is provided w iti 
them, he will obey your orders, and return to his duty at the PrcfideUcy.

I have the honour to be with refped:,

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fcrvanr.
Camp at Ammah-Pettah,

6th Od:ober, 1773. J O S E P H  S M I T H .

To the Honourable AUxanderWyncb E fquire^Pre/idcntandGovernorf^c.ofFortSt.G eorge*  
Honourable Sir,

I H A V E  received your two letters, with one from the Board o f the 5th inftant, 
and lhall very fhortly reply to the latter.

Captain Povery's battalion o f Sepoys belongs to Vellour, and as the dlftance to 
that place from hence is much the lame as from Trichinopoly, to fave time I fhail 
order him to proceed immediately and relieve the fix companies o f the Ongole bat
talion.

Ummeer-ul-Omrah, with the two regiments o f cavalry, joined the armyyeftcrday 
evening i notvvithftanding which I could not march to day, as he fent me a meflagt 
laft night, that neither himfelf nor his people were in a condition to move, I fhall 
proceed to morrow to the eaftward as far as the river, about four miles from Camp, 
but our provifions and baggage cannot crofs it on bullocks. T he elephants lately 
taken may be o f ufe to us on this occafion.

I f  the Europeans are fupplied with good mutton, which is be/tter for them than 
beef, they will readily give up the latter •, but our people cannot ftand the Monfoon, 
and fhould it break on us before matters are accommodated with the Dutch, the 
troops as you defire (hall be put under cover, or at leaft fuch part of them as can 
be accommodated at Trivalore; tlie remainder muft be cantoned in the villages 
moft convenient.

I have acquainted M r. Salmon with your orders; he fays he has not yet been 
able to procure Palankeen Boys, and that he cannot travel without them. The 
turns for prize-moaey 1 lhall have the honour to tranfmit to you to-morrow;

And am with refpedt.

Honourable Sh-, i

Your moft obedient fervant,
Camp at Ammah-Pettah,

8th Odober, 1773. J. S M I T H .
The
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Th« Prefident acquaints the Board, that the Nabob has exprcffed a dcfirc that 
General Smith may retfiain with the army, until matters are fettled with the 
D u tch ; in confequencc of which, it is refolved, ti’at General Smith be di-" 
Kdted to remain, i f  his health does not require his immediare return to ihc 
Prcfidcncy^

Ar. Wynch 
John Smith 
Charles Smith 
Sam*. Johnfon 
J. M. Stone 
E ‘>. Stracey 
Edward Covsford.

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ili
tary Department ̂ \zih October, 1 7 7 3 *

W R O T E  the following letter to General Smith :

'io  Jo fepb  Smith Efquire, Brigadier-General, and Commanding Officer o f  the T roop on
the Coa/t.

S I R ,

T H E  Prefident has communicated to us your defire to be relieved from tlie 
command o f the army, as you imagine your fervices on the prefent occafion are 
not requifite ,̂

As we arc o f opinion that your prefence with the army may be the means o f 
more fpeedily and efFeftually accommodating matters with the Dutch, and as the 
Nabob cxpre-fles a delue that you fhould remain with the troops until the fcrvice 
on which they are now employed is executed- we requeft you will for the prc- 
fent defer your return to the Prefidency, unlefs your health and private affairs « 
render it Indi/penfably neceffary.

W e are, Sir,

Your moll obedient humble fervants.

Fort St. George,
iz th O a o b c r , 1773. AR. W Y N C H ,  &c. Council.

^ t r a a  o f  Proceedings o f  the Prtftdent and Quncil at Fort St. George, in their Military 
 ̂ Department, i^th October, 1773*

R E CE IV E D  the following letter from the Governor of Tranquebair;

r o
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Tts<i E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E  I N  1773.
■ .

Hcnourakk JUxaitdcr ff)n c^ , EJquire, Trefident and Governor o f  Fort St. Geor^e  ̂

Honourable Sir,

T H E  Gentlemen who will havr the honotir to prefent you this, Mefficufs 
Bix (Member o f the Council) and John G etting, comnnanding Captain o f the 
garrilbn o f this place, are deputed to His Hij^hncfs the -Subah, Mahomed A lly  
Khan, to 'tranfaft and fettle fome bufinefs o f money lent to the former Rajah 
o f Tanjore ; Ihoiild they in their faid tranfaftion have occafion to apply to you, 
and fcek your good advice and counfel, thsn do I kindly beg yo\ir good and 
benevolent affiltance therewith :

H aving the honour to be, with a moft perfi|(3 ; efteem.

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient and moft humble fcrvant,
T o rt  Panft>org,

4th Oftobcr, 1773. A  B B E  S T  E  E. ■

"Lcttvr from  the Nabob o f  the Carnalick to Governor JVytich, datid and recetvt-d ‘ i j r i

OSiober, - ‘

I BEFO RE acquainted you o f my having fent Rehemaun A lly  Khan and 
Mahomed Sydce to Ncgapatnam, and enclofcd I tranfmit you a copy o f a letter 
from them after their arrival there to my Son Mader-ul-M ulk Behauder, w h iA  
he forwarded to me.

W hat can I fay m ort?

L etter from  IvUhomed'Sydee itnd Abdul R ehm am . to Urnmetr-iil-Omrah, Mader-ul-Mulk
Behauder, dattd 10th O£lober  ̂ 1 7 7 3 *

'W E  arrived at Trivalore on the 7th inftanf, and acquainted Chinnajna N aick, Cu- 
bafh to the Governor o f Negapat/iam, o f our arrival by letter, who comrnunipted 
the fame to the Governor; and an order was fent to their guards in different places on 
the road not to flop us. On the 8th we approachcd from Trivalore and arrived at the 
village o f Chickol, where 2 officers,with 50 Hat-men, 200 Sepo'ys, and 2 guns, were 
|>oftcd, ittieingiw o Cofsfrom Ncgapatnam. The faid two oftiq^rs cam coyt ofxheir 
pofb  and met us, and fliewed us great civilities ; we did the fame ifl returni a|]d 
from thence we went to Munchgulla, a fmall I’ettah fituated within one Cols 
from Ncgapatnam, where we halted- On the 5th, the Govg-nor of-Nfgapatnann 
fent his,people, who flayed with us, and procured us a place to lodg^ in o» thfi 
road between Nagore and Negapatnam, within one Cofs fiom the fort i and‘then 
fcnt to acquaint the Governor thereof, who fent two Counlcllors, one the fixth 
in Council, named Samoofe, and the other the 'fifth in Couiicil, nait^ed Npifale, 
’̂ k'jio has alio  the poft o f  Mint-Mafter, and other employs in the Company's fcr-

4 vice.
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vlcc. Thefccam c in a coach, attended by three companies o f Sepoys, with mufic, 
dancing people, &c. as alfo with Juggal Naick DubaOi and Subbia Dobbeer, 
and vilitecl us m the place we lodged at j and then having received His High- 
nefs s and your letters with great refpeft, they placed them in a filver plate 
wvered with a gold cloth, which they took in their hands; and then both th« 
Counlellors and we went together in the coach to the Governor, who was in the 
Company’s garden near to the fort, with another Gentleman o f diftinftion. The 
Governor caufed the Europeans, Sepoys, & c. to be drawn up in two lines, and 
on our getting out o f the coach and going into the garden, they faluted u« with 
the fame number o f guns they did when Mahomed Ubraur Khin came here. 
T he Governor came out of the houfe, and received the place, in which the letters 
were placed, with refpeft from the hands o f the Counfellors ; and having em
braced us, defired us to fit down upon chairs. W e then informed him in a pro
per manner o f His Highnefs’s and your regard and favours towards him, with 
other particulars conducive to the increafeor friendftiip and difpatch of bulincfs j 
all which hr heard i and faid, that his prayers to the Almighty were, that His 
Highnefs’s favour and your’s might daily increafe towards the Company ; adding, 
that as wew erejuft then arrived from a journey, and as it was twelve o’clock in 
the forenoon, we fliould go and reft.ourfelves in his own garden; faying, that 
after he had perufed the letters, he would fend for and fpeak to t's on the fubjfft 
thereof as the next day. W e told him, that your Excellency had a great defirc 
to fee him, and that the fooncr he gave us an anfwer to the letters, the fooner he 
would have the happinefs o f feeing you. He replied, that he was exccetlingly 
defirous o f the fame, and that he in reality belonged to the Circar. Afterwards 
he prefented each o f us with a drefs confilting of three pieces, two flaflcs of rote 
water, fome cinnamon, cloves, mace, and fome nutmegs tied up in a,cloth, 
and then we took our leave, and in company with the faid Gentlemen, went into 
a chaife to the Governor's garden, not far from that of the Company, where the 
Governor flayed. By the bie/Bng of God we fhall fully write to you by and by 
o f what may pafs regarding the affairs which you were pleafed to intruft to us j 
wc did not think it neceflary to write to you whi e we were upon the road. 
To-morrow we fhall fee the Governor, and lhall cdnftantly advlfe you of all oc
currences.

Towards the clofe o f the evening the Sepoys that were with us formed a giiard* 
and flood in a line according to the cuflom of the Englifli. The Europeans, Cap
tains, Malays, Sepoys, &c. faw the fame and wondered at it, and converfed 
together upop the fubj«5l.

I was fick, and when I arrived at Trivalore my ficknefs' increafed j by the 
HlelTmg o f Gbd I was healed by the phyfick given me by Mahomed Yalem.

Some o f the inhabitants o f Tanjore that came hither are felling their horfes at
.1 • J-* . 1  ̂ _» 1_____  f n i c  n ^ i l u .

14 R

Some o f the inhabitants ot lanjore mat came 
a cheap rate ; plcafe to let me know you^dircftions on this head. Extras



“S t r a t i  ^  Proctedingj « f t} f l*r^^ent apd CSuncji' af, 'F<irf w their M lt S h
Depdrtmentt 'i^ h O S to h r ,' i f j ^ ^  '

' ; -st - ' ■
C A M E  in the following letter from C a m p :

Honourable Sir, _  .  , .m , . ;

1 H A V E  tiic- honovHT to acquaint you that the array arrived here to day, and 
the £urope«n areiUery and ixWantry were put uader co««r in a lat^ft Choidcry 
bojoogtng to the Pagoda; which was very lucky, not ca k f  by their eicaping «Xr 
ced in g  & avy cains that fell this even i^ , but their ^ c t in g  h^e at i« critical vf 
time, for to-morrow the roads will be ioipailkble. Cwlatn A lly Khin^ the young 
N a b ^ ’a aoibalTador to the Dutch, had oot got his aniWar irooi ^hetn yeftvtc^y 
very likely ke may return to camp to-morrow.

Y ou  will pleafe to forward your letters to the army by Cuddalore in futuce^ a f i  
lieve placed Xappals from thence to camp^ and intend to ilrike o£f the late 
Tappal e ftab lt^ d  frcMBi Tianjore to Madras the firil letter recsiv^  frotfi you 
the Coaft route: I would do it now, but your letters by the Tanjpre road would 
be ftopped for want o f conveyance.

W h at I now write is for your private {atisfa&lon, left you ihould be a i^ o b s 
k a o v  what we are aiiout. T he C^neral is very mudi fatigued, and a c t very w ^  
«o Bight, but to-morrow he intends to addreis the Boardj suid his kttqr will gp 
w o; o f Cam cal and Cuddalore.

I  have iJie honom to be, with theutm oli refprfti;

 ̂ Honourable Sir, ^

Y o u r moft obedient fcrviant,
Trivalore, 74 miles from Nega^

patnani, n th  OkSlober, 1773. T H O M A S  P A R F C IS 'O N »

P. S. W e have for four days/marched but fix and feven miles a d iy , and our 
provifions and ftores with much difficulty brought up. Th-*: Dutch have ftationefl 
fix fmall guards between us and them j the neareft three miles from hence.

Letter from the Naboir o f the Carmtick to Cwernor Wytuhy dated m d  received
x^th OSithtrt 1773- • ,

A C C O M P A N Y IN G  I fend you a copy o f a letter from Rehcraaun A lly 
Kh&n and Mahomed Sydee, dated 1 ith  inftaiit, from N eg^atnam , which came sn -  
cbfed in a letter fron» Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder. By God’s blcfling, and youif 
friendfliip, I underftand that the Dutch are foftcncd, and have adopted the line 
prc^ricty, and are fcndii^ people here ; but then they are at the fame time col- 
k d tn g  o f forces i for Rehcoaaun A lly  Khiiii and Mahomed Sydee mention, that they 

,  before
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that they had fincc received c e r t ^  
intelligence of th« doming of troop*. I mention this for your information.

What can I fay more ^

Copy o f t  Letter f i m  RebttMoun Aify Khdn and Mahomed Sydee, daied iztb  OSohtr 
*7 7 3 » f^clofeii* a iMUr fr om Mader-ul~MuH Behaudffy d^ted ictb OSlober, 1774. **

‘ 1 ‘ ‘ . ;iV j, t  1 3 '
V

A P P E N  p  1 X. No.X}TVIl.

B E F O R E  this we fcnt your Hjghnefs an Arzee, containing fome intcrellinr 
partiotrtafs under a fmaU cover; and though we only learnt them from report, y S  
w e thougltt it neceflary t& advifi* you of them,

‘ \ Yift*ffday^bei«g Monday the n th  o f O aober, at fiveo’clocfc in the evening, tke 
Governor fent for us, and we waited on him ; there wore with him Chengel JNayer̂  
Dubafh, and one Vencata Subrah, who a&s as a kind of a Dobbeer atid Perfian Mul- 
Wi. T o  r.;lat5c all the converlation that paffed concerning tiie affairs in agitation 
‘mrtould be to be too prolix at ppcfent; we ihall explain it at length iu a future 
Areee, to which we beg leave to refer your Highnefs for fuller iirformation.

•

By the favour o f God, and the influence o f your Highnefs's ^ o d  fortune and 
pow;:r, a polTibility has arifen of terminating aflairs here agreeable to your High- 
nefs’s inclination. The Governor has let about complying with your high com
mand, has confented to tiie furrender of the diftridts he had taken poffeSiyn of, 
»nd fcetns in every refpeft eonvinoed that his own welfare and advantage is i t  
the path o f obedience ami fubmiflion. Thefe happy e& A s are evidently pw- 
diKed by the bleffiogof Heaven, your HighneiVs happy ftars, and the admirable 
fteadinefs o f your conduft. On whatever point your bleflcd eye chance to fall, 
■whatever be the obJc6- o f your dcfires, fuj>emat«ral influence is ftill at hand to 
produce the wifbed-for event. May Heaven ever continue to furround you wiih it’s 
favours, and render all your enemies obedient and lubmiffive, through die btne* 
d«5tion io i  the Prophet and the Caliphs T ^

Since our arrival here the Governor has fent an Arruzdafht to the Prefeiicc^ atout 
fending the. third in Council, together with the Chiefs of Sadrals and Pullica?, 
thither to treat-, the fnbjeift of their reqikrft is as follows ; “  We have nurchaicd 
“  thelamls of the Rajah of Tanjore, and your Highnefs has become Maftcr of 
“  the country; if, out of your clcmency and favour, you are pleafcd to grant uj 
“  the land<»i AVT ftall accept o f them thankfully; or if you rather chufe Co re- 
“  imburfc whal the Company have paid for them, with that alfo we lhall renuio 
“  fatisfied, and fubmit to your Highnefs’s will thus leavine both conclufion* 
i t  His Highnefs^ optioni The Governor told us,, thatwhen hfelhould have fenf an 
ATrnz iafht roth^s purpofeto the Prcfence, he would thea alfo fend an Arzee to ydui- 
Highntft with'raritiea and prefents, and that he had already begun t® pre^re th« 
latter. T o  day is fix«̂ d rtn, fays he, for the departure of the Third in ' Councilj 

who '^iir be riict atSadrafs by file PnHitat Chief, and from thcnce'they ii'ill pro-
J •** cetd



** cecd all three together to the Prefencc; and whatever U there determined on, I 
“  am ready to confent to : nor am I without -hope, that by the interceffion o f H it 
'** H^ghnefs Umtnecr-ul-Omrah Behauder, all the affairs o f the Company will 

come to a happy terrmnation/’ In this manner we were taken up in conver- 
fation with the Governor, from five o’clock in the evening ’iill nine at n igh t; the 
particulars o f which arc fully declared in our fecond • A vtca  to d ay . After 
preparing and giving us the anfwcrs to your Highncfs's latter* he thinks of 
4 ifmiiling us.

In the courfe o f conrerfation the Governor (hewed a great deal o f acutenefs and 
•difcernmenc in his queltions and replies; but as we were acquainted with the nature 
o f the tranlaftion from the beginning, we anfwercd him io, that he could not but 
grant the truth o f our arguments and aflcrtions, and give up the point himfelf. 
A t  coming away we told him, that if he plcafed to give us iiis anfwcrs to your 
Highnefs’s letters, we would take our leave and return to your prellnce, and 
would there a<ft as you (hould think fit to command us. He anTwered us, that he 
would give us the anfwers to the letters we had brought, when he (hould b e  glad 
if  we would depart afterwards if  it were’neceflary, we might come again; at 
all events it was not proper we (hould ftay there, nor was it agreeable to the 
cuftoras o f the Company. The truth o f it is, they are very defirous o f (ending 
us away.

There arc here In fecret fome o f  the principal men o f Tanjore, fuch as 
Huffein K hln Soor and the lik e ; they would be glad to come to your Highnefi, but 
they defire a fecurity for their lives, eflfefts, and honour; if  your Highncfs will 
pleafe to fend a letter ofFeritig fuch fecurity, thofe that arc willing will come upoa 
fuch notice.

I heard at the Prefence, and alfb from your Highnefs, that a perfon was ar
rived at Negapatnam with a prefent of elephants from the Candy Rajah •, whom, if  
I  met, I was ordered to have fome talk with him, and tranlmit the fubltance o f it:
1 have accordingly enquired about him, and find that he is within the fort, and 
cannot come out without the permiffion o f the Governor. Having learned this,
1 f«nt to the Governor to acquaint him, that, according to the Nabob’s diredions, 
I  had to fpeak with the Candy Rajah’s Vackeel, and lagged he would foffer him 
10 come to me. T he Governor fent in reply, that he had not the permiffion o f 
his Superiors for fending that perfon to us, and that either to-day or to-»morrow 
he would let off for his own country. I (hall again make a trial, and tranfmit 
the refu t̂. T he elephants are kept without the fort in a garden by the fide o f 
the river.

T h e  news I tranfmittcd in a former Arzee, upon deeper enquiry, 1 find to be 
(xrtainly true.

From
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From Narrain Row, the Chief o f  the Marathn. Rerek>ed i" jtb08 olrr, 1775.

I H A V E  heard lardy that the Nabob Serajah-ul-Dowlah Behauder has fcnt a 
bardar with an army to the Tanjore country, and wants to lay waftc the fame; tliit

you fliould be the means of ruining that coiintr, ami 
cJilUciring It s inhabitants, confulering the fricndfhip and ruiccriiy fubfiftinn- be
tween us, and that the diltrid and government of Tanjore belong to me. In con- 
Icqucnce of our old regard, I am to defire that you will in a proiKr and judicious 
manner reprefent this to the Nabob, lb that he may recall the Sardar he has kiU 
irom that diftrift, and have in his view the doing of what may tend to the incrcafe 
or our fricndfliip.

What can I fay more ?

■From the Nalol> o f  the Carnalick to C overm r JVynch, dated and received  17/A
0 8 ok r, 1773.

E N C L O S E D  1 tranfmit for your information copies o f two letters I received 
from my Son Ummeer-ul-Omrah, Mader-ul-Mulk Kchauder, together with copies 
o f letters received from the Governor of Ncgapatnam, Rehemaun Aliy Khan, 
and Mahomed Sydcr, as alfo draughts of two letters which it appears to me it would 
be proper to write to my faid Son, and to the Governor of Negapainam. After 
jierufing all thefe papers, be fo good as to inform me foon of what occurs to you 
as proper to be wrote to my faid Son, and to the faid Governor, as likewife froni 
yourfelf to General Smith, in order to remove the dilturbancc of the country, 
that conformable thereto letters may be wrote, for we are exceedingly (tinted as 
to time.

W hat can I fay more ?

Draught o f  a propofed Letter from  the Nabob to Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder.

1 H A V E  received your letters of the 13th at night and 14th inflant, and have 
obfcrvcd what the Governor of Negapatnam writes refi)c<5ting your coui'ng alone 
to Nagorc, and his reprcfentation of his having fent two Europeans to my court; 
and that until he receives an anfwer from hencc, he cannot withdraw his cc'ours 
and people from Nagore: 1 have perufed allb the copies of your letter to tlie 
faid Governor and his anfwer, together with a copy of a letter from llchcmaun 
A lly Khan and Mahomed Sydce.

.As the Dutch are endeavouring to gain time, until the rains niay come and 
foreign difturbances arife, you muft tlierefore immediateiy on the receipt o f this • 
letter procc'cd with the General to Nagore, apd take i)offcnion of the dUlriais they 
have got in their hands ; ,and this done, write to the Governor of Ncgapatnam, telling 
him ro fend his people of confequence to negotiate with you. Enclofed I fend 
you a letter for him from myfcif open, wherein I have acqaauittd, him that I 
 ̂ 14 S had



hail fcnt you.thcfP Wrth powct? tpjcttl? affairs; a % r jjerufing the kttes, p«Ae itf 
u p I t ; an4 H<>on termiiiate matters there/ that ti>e tXpcnibs may be 
p u t '» n.Qp tâ  and the troops rejuain  ̂in qotet during tt>e raias. :‘}I

D m igb t  #/ J L tttrr fr ep ft je i  hy fh e N aM  M h  t v r i tm  to tk  ̂ 6f}^t^ajhAtnafh»
. .1 ■ ■ ■ r  ' ' )3

> ’ I
BY the letter of <rt>ngratuljtion you wrote' ^  me oh tliC' ca'pttiw o f ' ‘theRrtT' 

o  ̂il'-anjore, I obfervtrd it wa* yoQr inrcntion to fend twrt peH^Jc 
nlib »• the aflfwcr to that letter yon will recejye ftpdratk 1 Havt̂  my Son' 
Umtreer-ul-Omrah, Mader-ul-Mnlk Bchauder, tothofe parts with powers to termi
nate atfiirs there. It is evident that 1 bear a regard for the t)Utch'Nation, ancf I ‘ 
aip:rcady to give an afTignment upon the diftrifts o f Tanjoi'e for the amotint 
received by I ’uljauiee from your Settlement in lieu o f lands or jeweH, corifbrmi*  ̂
able to what the iaid Tuliaujee agreed to, and the reprcfcnftation ol the Tanj^e-* 
MuKcA>ddiea; you will theretore in the firll place give up the dVftridts and je^'els'^' 
and ether, things you have taken from Tuljaujee, and fend your people o f  ^ifttne- ' 
tien ton iy  fo n , who is near you, and will give you an afTignment for the amount 
d|)« to you : it would occafion a great delay were the people'of diftinction to- 
come CO my court to negotiate.

Cb^ o f  it L etfrr f r m  M a^ -vl-M ulk  M (he Nabob, d d e i  a»4 r e a . i v i i  ■
at tbe Durbar, i ’ith0^ober\  i7J3 . i,

L A S T  night I had the honour to addrefs yovir Highnefi,. advifing o f occur
rences here, by which I imagine you muft be aciiuainted therewith* In ccmfe- 
qiit^ice'of the letter from Rchemaon Ally Khin and Mabomcd Sydee, (a copy oif 
which I txanfmittcd) purporting that the Dutch had adopted the line o f obedience 
and fubmiffion to the Circar, and propoled complying with it's rcqwifitidns; I 
jefterday wrote a letter to the Governor o f  Ncgapatnam in waim and iriendly 
terms^ defiritig that he would remove bis people at>d flags from Nagore »ml tbc 
other places, and mentioning that I Ihouki come there. ;

T o-(ky, bping Thurfday the i4fU, 1 have rectived a letter from hinysn unfwcr» 
afld run'derftand alfo by a letter fromReheniaun Ally K hin and Mahoni^Syd«Cj that 
he hasfaid, i f  Icom el muft come unattended, and that hisflags and people n>uftrwnstn 
z i  they are, until he rcceivrs an anfwcr from ymir Highnefs’s court, to which he,has 
i c fu  two Europeans. Encloled I tranlmit to your Highncfs a copy o f my letter to. the 
Gbvernor ard his anfwcr, and a copy o f Hcheniaua Ally Khin s letter on the fub 
jc ft o f ntgotiaticn, by which your Highncfs will be inforrpcd o f all. pafiitulars. 
TfitDurthmsin ha» fcnt two Europeans to negotiate at your Highnefs’s court: 
the fifft place, if will take a fpace o f fourteen days for thi-ra to reach it by land •, 
the rains are banging over our beads*, anti every day’s delay brings with it the 
iroitltft expcnfe o*' the army upon your Highncfs. The Dutch are dclirous to 
gain time, as wc fti«tll not be able to make war during the rains ; and in cafe ot the 
ii*rgotia,ion being canicd on at your Highneft*# court, it will krfl’cn the credit of

your
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your ftavc, >whoi»fonetr them< and who w»s fent with t vi^loriou* army on tJiiu 
very buGn«ft._ J flatter rcyfclf, therefore, that ywir Highnef* will difpatcli anothei- 
Ictter by the Tappals to the ^verrtor o f Ncgapatnam; teilihg him, that yod had 
difpatched your (lave (meaning nie) to fettle all matters, that I am very near to 
him, and that he Ihould negotiate with me and adjuft his concerni  ̂ in which 
they would be foon terminated. Agreeable to the General's advice, I wrote a 
letxer to Rehrm%un Ally Khin and I^homed Sydee ( telling them to acquaint tihe 
Governor of Negapainara, that if he was denrous of negotiating in a friendly 
manner, to lend two of his Council with them for that parpofc ; in which oafe I 
directed the faid -Rehemaun Ally Khin and Mahomed Syi ee ; to accompany them ;  
o? elfe to fpeak to the Governor, lo get a clear and plain anfwerfrom him, and to 
coifle, away t when wlwtever aiight be judged confiftent with the times (houkl be 
put in execution : I expeft an anfwer to this by the evening, and will advife your 
Highnefe ttwreof. The General fays plainly, that Ire will not lead out the Com
pany’s troops agaLnfl; the Dutch j that he brought then; for the name; that the 
Circar’s forcc here is well known, and that they have only fou» companies of two 
bawalioQi, two companies with me, the two regiments o f horfe, ami the horfc witl> 
Raucc Mucunderow. O n the road the Geacral was defirous o f fending evffa 
thefe away, but by dint ‘of prcffing I kept them. 1 am exceeding un«afy and 
puzzled at this bufinefs of the Dutch ^ ing delayed. This h  tlic fituation o f 
affairs here; 1 mention them for your Highncfs’s informatron. I fhew great 
trti'cion to the General, and confult his dif^x)fition exceedingly  ̂ he i> p le a l^  T o  
fay more would be exceeding the bounds of refped.

C o ^ e f  an Arrttzdctjk from  \Jmmeer-nl-Omrah, Mader-ul Mrlk Behetuiei-, to the N ahh, 
dattd in the Forermn, and recti'Ved I'^ibOilobar, 1773, at Night.

IN  the forenoon T addrefled sn Arruzdaflit to you  ̂thereby informing you of my 
determination, on the 13th at nighr^ to go to Nagore jointly with General Smith, 
who advHed nw to i t ; and in the evening he came and told me, that as the Dutfli 
flags are ftill flying over the virjiages near the army, and ac Nagore, &c. and 'tliey 
ftill detain our agents with trifling excufes, he does not think it proper to march ihc 
army from the place Wh«re it then lay, notwfrhftanding the Dutch in appearancc 
fhew themfclves to be humble to u s : and he added, that he could nOt fend but the 
Company's troops, becaiifc of the peace between  ̂the Englifh and the D utd ij and 
that if your Highneft’s troops go, and they declined to oppofe them, it was well, or, 
oiherwife it would be attended with bad confequences., I then alked him what wa» 
proper to be done'; and, upon our joint confuharion,,it was determined that I Ihoultl 
write pofitive orderi to Rehemaun Ally Khan and Mahomed Sydce in the manncP 
foHowing, via.

♦

“  'Fhe Dtttch talk: o f fending their people to His Highftefs's court, and for 
“  whole arrival ther- it will take up i a days j. and at laft His Hlghnefs w ill fend 
“  t h e m  tom e, becaufe the army an'ivcd hither on account of the-Ume byCiicA.
- . . ’ 2 ■ “  atri
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am empowered from Caurt io  fettle allafFairs, and came I'onear and remain tn the<’ 
“ • army ; if it h  the intention o f the Dutch ro maintain thefriendfhip, and to deliver- 
“  up thc Girqar’s Country lo thc people o f  the Cirrar wicliout quarrel, they ftiould 
“  fend twool' tlicir Council here to negotiate, that the affairs may be finifhed here; 
“  let them takeoff their l annalis and Hags from Nagore and other villages ; but if 

their uelign is 10 afbt ontraiy, aed 4elay procure their plain anfwer, import- 
“  ing that they can ncitlier deliver up the country nor lend the Coutifdlois, and 

then come to me; afterwards I fhall aft according as the times may permit.'’ 
I have, agrf-eable to thisfcntiment, wrote to the faid Rehema'.in AllyKlian and Ma
homed S/dee, and as foou as I receivc their anfwer, lhall advife you.

Cei0 o f  a L etter /row Rebemaun Ally RMn and Mahomed Sjd(e, dated  1 O ^jbir
at Ni^ht,

Y O U R  Highncfs’s letter o f the i ^rhinftanr, by foitir Tegimrnt horpemen, we 
h»ve had the honour to receive. You w-re pIt:rfc(l'to fa}', th^t The; next day, 
“  being Thurlday, yoti would fet out with y6ur arhi'y; and cbmitf to Na^rtrif; and 
“  thaft we (hould teU the Governor o f Negapatnam to withdraw'his garrifon from 
“  Nagore, and re^H them to Negapatnam before yo'ur Highnefs's arrival. Th.it 
“ •of the two letters was to the Governor of Nej^apatnam, and enclofed under a 
“  flying feal; and that if it fhould meet us on the road, we Ihould, after perufil, 
“ ^clofe it, and dif{>atch it to the faid Governor.”

Now on the firfl arrival o f the four horfemen with the letters, the Dutch carried 
them before the Governor; and as tiw letter-bag was not under our name, the Go
vernor enc^uired about letters from your H ighnels; and having afkcd Jiis own letter 
o f the horlcmen, received it himfelf, and lent us the letters that were diredcd to us. 
As loon as we underftood the contents o f your Highncfs’s letter, we fent the Go
vernor word, that he might pleafe to fend his lettef allb to us, thai we mignt comc 
and dfrfiver it in form ; he replied, "  That as the letter was direifled to him, he ha<l 
“  taken it •,’* to which we returned for anfwer, “  That in our letter alfo there were 
** circumllances which it was neceffary to acquaint him with, and that therefore we 
“  fhould wait u^on him the Governor fent us word, that he was bufy in the 
tranflation of the letter, and we muft excufe him, but he would fend his Dubafhes 
to us j which he accordingly did, to wit, Chinnapah Nayer, and VcncaiacheJum 
Chitty : by the mouih of thefe we fent this mefTage to the Governor; “  That 10- 

niorrow His Highnefs the Nabob Ummeer-ul-O.nrah would come to N agore, 

“  and it would be necefTary therefore that the Dutch garrifon fljould be recalled 10 
Negaparnam, agreeable to the contents of your Highncfs’s l e t t e r wh i c h  we made 

the Dubafhes underfland from beginning to end, in order that they might ac
quaint the Governor therewith fuccinftly. The laid Dubafhes went and ex
plained all this to the Governor j who replied, “  His Highnefs the Nabob is become an 

abfolute P rince ; if he is pleafed to comc to Nagore, it is highly a greeab le, ancl I 
“  fhall take care to fhew him all the refped that is due to him, in performing which 
“ ■ I  fhall u kd  thtf greatcft plcalure;  ’till, however, wc rcceivc an anfwer from the

“  Prefence,
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“  ^refcnqe, whither o^r Cbief is gone, and whole comm.ind<, I am ready to olj y, it 
“  .is better that our enfi^n and >>a.rnfoi; remain there, rhough I cannot pretend to

lori'id the Nabob’s o)mlng.” Hi alfo pUinly lent us word to the folloA'irg 
purpplo,: “  ^  pt'ifhii'tcc the Nubol'fliould think fit to remove th.- L'uuh tol6ufS 
‘ ‘ and garrifon.lTGin Nag‘irc, your Hay any longer here will be iniproiH , you a f j  
“  go home hr added ailb, “  Tell His Highnels, ih.it it I'.c i.hale,‘ to tomtf, 
“  it is epttremcly agrce<)blt*j but lie muft plealc to let our colours and garrilbii r -̂ 
“  main’ till an anfwer arrives from the Prdence ; in this relp.a: it is ncccUary to’ 
“  ihew us thus oiuch kindnefs.”

W e now make be Id to acquaint your Highnefs, that whenfncvcr you fhall he 
pleafed to remove the Dutch garrifon and colours, they will alio remove the [̂ r̂rt- 
Ibn and colours of the Circar, and in that cafe tlie Governor will treat us as f iiemies j 
we therefore beg, that when that is relbivt-d on, your Highnefs will plealc to gr.inr 
us notice of it with the utmoft expedition, in order that we may take our leave of 
the Governor, and come to your Highnels; fince the preparing an anlwer to your 
Hrghnels’s letters will not take up longer than the night of the i6th inflant: your 

. Highnefs will be pleafed therefore to favour os with Ipecdy notice on this head, that 
weTTiay r.ot be fubjeft to tlie ill treatment that may enfue by ftaying longer thjn 
that period.

W e fliall fend the Governor’s anfwer after this, when ready, by the hoifemen o f 
the regiment.

Since the writing of this, the Governor’s Arzec in reply is finiflied, and we have 
fent it off.

Copy o f a Letter from Ummter-ulOmrah, Mader-ul-Mulk Lehnuder, to the (Governor o f  
Ne^npatiiain, dated x^thOtiobcr, 17 JS-

I O B SE R V E  by a letter fromRehemaun Ally Khan .'ind Mahomed Sydee, of your 
true regard and friendfiiip, and likewife of your inicntion ro maintain an old fijend* 
fliip with His Highnels, and was glad of your good difpofition. By the blcfTing o f 
God, you are endowed with wifdom and future confidt ration, and know the good 
and bad confequence of all affairs i no doubt you’ll adt agreeable ro ilis  Hiohne/s’s 
p!;.'afure, which is attended with reafon and jultice, and increafe the frrndfhip. By 
the help of God, I ftall arrive at Nagore, belonging to 'I'anjore, with my victorious 
army, and as 3'ou are refiding near the faid plat e, all confeience regard ing amity^ 
fliall be rcgnkrcd ; I hope therefore that you’il out o f  fricnd/h p recall your people 
that art* at Nagore to Negapatnam before niy arrival, I write this by way o f

fricndlhip.  ̂ .
What can I lay more ?

A
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Copy o f  the Anfiaer from  she Gevern$r o f  Negapatnam fo Utnm*r~ulO»irah, ^laier-ul~Mulk 
. Eebaudtr, dai d  i^ th  OGolfer, 1773#

I R E C E IV E D  your favour by a trooper, and obferve the contents; I under- 
ftand your good friendfhip and fincere regard for me : I received alfo His Higli-
jiefi’s letter, together with your own, which were lent lately by Hc^icniaun Ally 
Khan and Mahomed Sydee Khan, and undfrftood the whole particulars therein con* 
taincd : I am now preparing latisfaftory anfwers to thofe letters, and as Toon as 
they arc ready they fhall be lent by the faid two people, and the fame will give you 
a proper explanation o f the matter; I hmie therefore that all affairs relating to l̂ ic 
Dutch Company will meet with His Highnefs’s approbation according to oiir 
wiflies. Be pieal’td to come to Nagore, which belongs to th« Company, with a few 
people, as*there is no occafion to bring your vidorious army to that place ; it will 
be proper for the Company’s people to remain in a place that belongs to the Com
pany. You arc endowed with wildum, and it would be tfeedlefs for me to fay any 
thing further.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Pr^tdent and Council at Fort St. George^ in tb eir  M ilitaiy 
tr« Department^ Mondt^y x%thQt\olur^

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W ynch Efquirc, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith Charles Smith
S.miuel jolinfon Jolin M^^^well Stone
Edward Straccy. —r:--------------—

R E A E f  feveral letters from the Nabob, dated and numbered as follows:

Dated 7th inftant, as entered in Country Correfpojidence, N o. 112 ,* enclofing 
copies o f letters o f congratulation from the Governors o f Pondicherry, Tran- 
qucbar, and Nagapatiiain, and Arruzdftfhts from the difpafleflcd Rajah o f Tan- 
jorc and his Mother.

’ • No. 113, dated 8th inftant, with copy o f a letter from his Son Mader-ul* 
Mulk. to the Governor o f Ncgapatnam.

N o. I i4>t trandation o f a Ictterfrom the Governor o f Ncgapatnam to Narfing- 
Gadah Row, Manager to the Rajah ofTanjorc.

N o. ViJ>, I dated 13th inftant, with a copy o f a letter from his Vackcels at 
Ncgapatnam to his Son M ader-ul-M ulk.

•  Vidf page ii47. f  Page 1150. J P.igc 1252. || Page
3 No. 118.
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No. r i8 , * dated 15th inftant, with a copv o f * letter from his Vackccls at 
Ncgapatnatn,

Read a letter froin the Nabob, dated 17th, No. enclofing copies o f
fweral letters refpcfting his negotiations with the Dutch at Negapatnain, and 
likewife draughts of two letters which he purpofes to write to his Ton and to the 
Governor atNegapatnam on the fame bufwiefs.

R e s o l v e d , That the Nabob be made acquainted with the orders which have 
been fent to General Sihith, direfting him to afTitt with the Company’s troop 
for the recovery o f the diftrids in the Tanjore country poflVfled by the Dutch to 
the Nijibob’s Government; and that lie be informed at the fatre time, that we 
underftand preparations are making at Negapatnam for the difpatch of certain 
Deputieii from their Government empowered to treat with Mader-ui-Mulk, and 
that we hope matters will be fettled amicably between him and the Dutch.

Read the following letter from General Smith :

Tfl Honourable Alexander Wyncb Efquirty Prefident and Governor  ̂ tSc. o f  Fort
St. C urgt.

Honourable Sir,

EfCCLO SED  I have the honour to fenc! yon a return of the Company’s troops 
entitled to prize-money for the capture of Tanjore, with a lill of Officers. I 
hope yo« hav  ̂ not given the Nabob a copy of that fent you by Captain Coiby, 
as I fuppofe it warTJO more than a return o f the army for l*ft month, and of 
cpurfc not only the Lafcars, but many of the Officers, may be left out.

I have the honour to be with refpeft.

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obcdlc.’’ t fervant.
Cantonments at Trivalore,

j ;i|.th Odober, 1773. J- S M I T H .

The Nabob having agreed witii the Company’s troops for a certain fum to each 
rank, ’n cpnfideration of their giving up their right to ihe plunder which might 
fall into th"ir hands on the capture v f  Tanjore by ftorm, and haying defired a 
return of the Company’s troops for that purpofe, the PreHdent applied to the Ge
nera! for the fame, which he accordingly tranfmitted in the foregoicg letter.

O r d e r e d , That the faid return be delivered to the Nabob.

A T
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A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  Thurfday, 21ft Odob^r, 1773.

P R  E  S ]E N  T , .

Alfxander W ynch Efquirc, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith Charles Smith
Samueljohnroa John Muxwfll Stqoe

' Edward Stracey Edward Cotsfdrd.

M ESS(EURS BROOKE and CO TSFO R D  not having been at the Board 
durinp; th; proceedings regarding the Dutch at Negaputnam, the Minutes of 
Confuitacion, and the other papers cn that fubjedt, arc now readj.for their infor
mation.

Read the following letter from General Smich, with one to the General, wrote 
by order o f Mader-ul-Mulk.

To the Honourable Alexander Wyvch Efquire, Prefident and G averm r, ^ c .  o f  Fort
St. George.

Honourable Sir,

E N C LO SE D  I have the honour to fend you a letter I received this moment 
from Ummeer-ul-Omrah’s Secretaiy, advifing that the Dutch had refufed to'fend 
AmbalTadors here, as the Third in Council and another Gentleman were gone to 
Madras to treat with the Nabob. From this it appears they either mein to pro- 
trad: time, or oblige His Highncfs to make ufe ot force againtt them j and if  
aflirted by our troops, I umlcrliand they are prepared to protcil formally againft 
tlie Company, for the rciqovtry of the lands that may be taken from them, or 
perhaps only with a view to make our Honourable Matters anfwerable for the 
money. '

I can forefee that it will be very difficult for me to come at a certainty as to the 
propofals that have been made to the Dutch, how far amicable, and what has 
paiTed on their part in coni'cqiience; but as the Honourable Board may inform 
themfclves of thefc matters from the Ambaffadors gone to Madras, I requeft to 
knov/ from your Honour, &c. when I am to render the Nabob the affiftance o f 
the Company’s troops to pwt him in pofleffion o f the lands in quellion, if they 
fliouTd find it neccflary.

I have the honour to be with refpcdt,
t > . *•

, Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant,
T  rivalore,

1 7th Oitober, 1773. J. S M  I T  H .

S I R ,
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H IS Highncfs Utnmeer-ul-Omrah defircs me to prcfcnt his compliments to 
General Smith, and acquaints him that laft night he received the anfwer from his 
Ambaflador at Ncgapatnam, in conl'cqiience of what the General and His Highnefs 
confulted on two nights ago. That they have held a confultation, the refult of 
which was, that as they had already fent the Third in Council, with another Geii- 
tleman, as Ambafladors to the Nabob at Madras, they thought there was no 
occafion to fend an embaffy here i and if His Highnefs’s Ambaflador wanted to 
leave Negapatnam, in purluance of the order he had received to that purpofe, he 
might fet out whenever he pkafed.

His Highnefs begs General Smith will confider and give him his opinion what 
he thinks beft to be done, from the inftru<ftions he knows His Highncfs has re- 
ceived from his Father the Nabob ; the Ambaflador fcts out from Negapatnan) 
this morning : and I am,

S I R,

Your mod obedient
I

and very humble fervant,
T riva lo re ,

17th Odober, 1773. B R U C E ,  Secretary.

Read a letter from the Nabob, reprefenting the wilful delays ufed by the 
Dutch, that they are not fincere in their intentions of accommodating matters with 
him, the danger of fuch delays, and defiring that orders may be fent to General 
Smith to march without delay, and aflift his Son in taking poneflion of the lands 
uliirped by the Dutch. The Nabob enclofes a letter from the Governor of 
Negapatnam.

From the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor ffyn ch , dated lo th , and received 2 1f t
Oiiober, 1773.

T O -D A Y  I have received an Arruzdalht from the Governor of Negapatnam, in 
words very long, but meaning nothing : therein he fays, “  He has fent fome peo- 
“  pie o f diftinftion to tender their congratulations on the conqueft of Tanjore.”  
By his manner of writing it is probable that the coming of thefe people alfo may 
mean nothing, for I cannot find in the Governor’s Arruzdalht any traces of what 
he faid to Rehcmaun Ally Kh&n and Mahomed Sydce; nor has he mentioned any 
thing ,‘hereof in his letter to my Son, a copy of which I enclofe. Owing to the 
rainy feafon being at hand, the increafing expenfe of the army, and an apprehen- 
iion of foreign difturbances, I am very uneafy refijeding the fettling of this Nega-

14 U patnam
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patnam bufiiiels. It is*iilain that the Dutch want to ^ain time. In the, fame man
ner as you rcfolvcd to procure for me the ciiftridrs rhefc people had pollt'lled thcm- 
felves of̂  1 miift rt-quclt you will fend orders to the Sardar of your troops, to altift 
my Son in the reduttion o f them without delay on his requifition. Should it not 
be in your power to afford me this aflilUncc, acquaint me o f if, that, 1 may tljink 
o f fomc other mode. On this bufinefs, enclofed I fend a dratight of a letter I havp 
prepared for the Governor o f Negapatnam, and which, i f  you Approve o f it, I 
defirous of fending to him ; for your inforrhation alfo I tranfniit a copy o f a let
ter I have wrote to the Gentlemen o f Council belonging to Negapatnarfi, who ar  ̂
coming to me. T he Arruzdafht o f the Governor o f Negapatnam is cnclofcd ; as 
I have no copy o f  it, after you have perufed the fame, and had a copy thereof ta
ken, return the original. The Governor o f Negapatnam obfcrving our dilatori- 
ncfs, writes in this manner i by a little warmth on yotar part, I am in hopes he 
will be brought to reafon: your favour in this bufinefs is neccifary.

W hat can I fay more !

In the 'Nabob's Hand.

The bad conftquences attending this matter will not alone accrue to me ; It will 
be very j>rejudicial aJlb to the affairs of the Company. Further, do as you pleafe; 
I write this as I am a friend to the Company.

D raught o f  a L etter prcpofed  by the Nabob to be w ritten  to the Governor o f  Negapatnam.

I H A V E  already acquainted you, that my Son Ummeer-ul-Omrah, Madcr-ul- 
M ulk Bchaudcr, had full and entire powers from me to remove all differences be
tween me and you rel'petting Nagore, and tlie other lands belonging to the dif- 
pofl'tffed Rajah of Tanjore ; my defire therefore is, that you fliould fend people o f 
truft to him, in order that he may there fettle all matters in an equitable manner, 
having‘In vtfled him vvitii authority alfo to grant an aflignment tor the amount of 
the fum which may remain juftly due to you from the difpoiJefled Kajah of Tan
jore. As it is alone the delivering up o f theft lards which can ftrengthen our 
friendftjip and regard, I have therefore directed Ummeer-ul-Omiah Bchaudcr to 
take polTeffion thereof without any further delay. I f  you will readily give orders 
for the coming away of your troops, and removing your flags from thctice, I lliail 
cfttrm It ae proceeding from your fricndfhip, and you fhall experience my friend- 
fhip in the fame manner in return. You will fettle all matters there with Um- 
raecr-ul Omrah Bchauder ; this done, I fhall with pleafure reccive your congratu
lations by the means of your Gentlemen o f Council at Madras ■, but 1 have no delire 
o f feeing them until all matters lhall be cleared up.

Copy
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Copy o f  a Letter from  the Nabob to the Negapatnam Council, who are (o n im  /f t i s
Court b j the perm ,Jfm  c f  the Governor o f  that Place, daud othO Rokr, 1773.

T O -D A Y  I rccelvcd an Arruzdalht from the Govtfrnor of Neeapatnam, wherein 
he mentions he had lent you to pay his congratulationi to me on the • oijqucft 
of the fort of Tanjorc. The matter h  this: until this day (between which ajid the 
capture of the faid fort a fpace of a month and four days have claplcd) tl»e neco- 
tiation for, and the ceffion of the lands belonging to Tanjore,, puflcff-d by your 
nation, have been delayed, end in confideration of my old friendfliip <or your 
nation 1 have hitherto waited ; if you have pow-er to fettle matters, come to my 
crturt, and you fhall experience my favour •, but if you arc only coming to con- 
gratulate me, remain at Sadrafs, and lend me an anfwer to tliis letter foon •, after
wards whatever meafurc lhall be proper for the tranquillity of the Carnatick Hull 
be put in execution.

Arruzinfht from  the Governor c f  Negapainam^ enclofed in one fromUwmecr-ul-Omrah 
Bekauder, and received  at the Durbar, i i j i  Othber, 177 -U

A F T E R  the ufual preamble.

The letter which at this time your Highnefs has been pleaftd to iranfinir, I 
Iiave been honoured with the rect ipt of. You arc pleaied to fay, “  That a jjerpe- 
“  tual flow o f kindnefs and good-will has been all along Ihcwn by your Highncfs, 
“  and the former Subabdars o f the Carnatick, tow'ards the furthcranre o f the con- 
“  cerns and commerce of the Dutch Company, fince the time ot rhcir firfl; f.t-

tlement in the country-,”  on which I beg leave 10 obfervc, that wt have not the 
fma'left doubt or hefitati(.)nL in fubfcribing to that affertion ; but that, at tlu* fame 
time, I can ventutc to affirm as a jelf-evident fa^, tiiut neither have the Dutch 
Nation, trom the begimiing of that period ’till now, been in the Icall deficient in 
amicable meafures, real fricndftip, or declarations of attachment; and tha', for mr 
own part, it.is my earnelt defire, that unrekrvcd affedion and good-will may’ evcry 
day increafe between us.

This your Highnefs muft know by experience, nor will it ever undfrpo the 
miiiurcli; variaiit-n. 1 am night and day praying for an increafe of your homnirs 
and dignities, as well as for your favour towards us ; and when the Kajah of I an- 
jore received the rew'ard of his bad adtions, in falling before your vidorioiis army, 
under the c o m m a n d  of Ummeer-ul-Omrah, Mader-ul-Mulk Behaiider, the happy- 
news imparted to the Dutch Company and m yklf the higheft degree of joy ;md 
faiiitaaion; wliicii I exprelltd in an Arruzdalht lent your Highnefs on that occalion, 
and at the fame time acquainted you, that for a fuller difplay of our attachment, 
three European Gentlemen of rank Would wait u|)on your Highnels to give you joy 
on the hte event, and petition your future favours, in like manner as we had expe
rienced vour p a ll; ihofe Gentlemen have accordingly fct out for Madras.

6 Your



YourHiehnefs has alfobeen pleafiwi to fay, “  That the Dutch Company, forget- 
“  ring all the obligations thfy owed to you, and being afiedtcd with cnnnicy agaiiift 
“  theCircar, had fen: military ftorcs and affi'ftanc'c toTanjorei and that, from a dcpcn- 
“  dence on our fiipport, the Rajah had been induced to go the lengths he has done.”  
All this is uUerh contrary to the true fia te o f  the cafe, as I rcprefented in mine o f the 9th 
Augurt laft,* at which time I allb anfwcred thefe complaints, by word o f mouth, at 
full length to Ubtaur Khi\n, and repeated that reply again at parting with him 1 
and is no credit to be given to thefe repeated afleverations ?

I now beg leave, however, to lay the matter before you more explicitly. 'That the 
Butch Compam have at all ajlijled the Rajah w ith ammunition and military flores is abfo- 
lutely f  lifey and therefore, as to that point, our hearts are altogether at eafe : but I 
now beg leave to fhew in what rcfpeft fome men who have come to your High- 
nefs have calumniated us, and how your Highnefs has been led to give ctedit to 
their information. Mahomed Ubraiir Khan on his coming here was a witnefs at how 
high a rate we valued your friendfliip, and what an unreferved and amicable condudl 
we purfued ; he therefore, we hope, has done us juftice in that refpcdt before your 
Highnefs; though fome other perfons of bad principle, finding it conducive to their 
own intereft and views, have endeavoured to difturb the unity fubfifting between the 
Circar and us, by reprefenting us in a different light. Such men, though they have 
but too well fucceeded in their defign, will not however be long without their due 
reward. Now your Highnefs may well conccive, that the Dutch Company, even 
for the fake of their own reputation, and the increafe of their credit with you, would 
not aft contrary to their own folemn e^ngagements and declarations: and it is evident 
that nothing more is wanting to eftablifli and increafe a gbod underftanding between 
us, than for your Highnefs to be convinced o f  the fa lfity  o f  the afperfions thrown upon 
us in regard to our fu ccouring 7'anjore-, to evin ce w h ich  I  beg leave to fa y , that 1 am fk re 
no mention o f  ai^ Jucb connexion w ill be found in the Rajah's own papers, and that no 
p roo f can be brought c f  it. Ubraur Khan, at parting, aflced us, why we had ereded 
Dutch colours at Nagore ; to which we returned for anfwer, not as your Highnefs 
has been informed, “  That the late Rajah, unable todifcharge the debt his p'ather 

had contracted with the Dutch Company, had therefore fold us Nagore and it’s 
d e p e n d e n cie sfo r  that the B'ather of the late Rajah did never contraft a debt 

with our Company is univerfally known, and as clear as tlic day •, and fince o f 
oourfe no fuch circumftance can be mentioned on the Rajah’s records, we could not 
but know, (as your Highncft aUo may conccive) that to pretend to ground our pro
ceedings op ,1b glaring an untruth, would be to bring ourfelvcs into the greateft diffi
culties for fuch mifcondud:. But what was the fact ? that the late Rajah not being 
able todifchaigcthe fums he himfelf had borrowed of us, we had on that account 
purchafed of him Nagore and it’s dependencies; nor did any other converfation on 
that head pafs between Ubraur Khan and us. And the caufe o f our not taking no
tice of it in our letters to your Highnefs was, that we had finifhed the letter, 
fealed it, and delivered it, without Ubraur Khan’s making the leaft mention o f fuch a 
fubjed; but he afterwards brought it up in a moment, unprefaced and unexpefted: 
furcly had he delivered us the queftion in writing, we fliould at that very time have

inferted
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inferted our anfwer In the Arruzdafhr, Let but your Highnefs weigh thcfe cir* 
cumllauces impartially, and you cannot but clear us from every degree of blame.

That w e did lend money to the late Rajah is moji t ru e ; fo r  wheny in the y ea r  1 7 7 1 , peace 
was concluded ijetween your I iighnefs atid him, on the condition o f  bis fa y in g a Jlipiilated Junt 
to the Circai\ w e fuppliedhim  w ith  money to difiharge that fum  : excepting whit h, what 
could induce us to take fuch a fttp ? for “  T o do ic with any evil intenrion towards 
“  your Highnefs, or in order to aflift the Rajah againft you, or to reducc him fmm 
"  the path of obedienci.',”  was what we never dreamt of, h  nd as we forbore to lend 
him money before that peace was concluded, from a convidion that the very men
tion o f it, on our parts, would have been highly improper, at the fame time that ic 
would have been equally unjuft in the Rajah, either to alk or to receive a loan 'and 
neither did he) fo after his treaty with your Highnefs had'authorifcd fuch a ]ir,o- 
ceeding, we were induced to it by the confuieration, that fliould we decline adillint' 
him, our neighbouring country would bcfubjettto a focond invafion, and be made 
defolate, it’s revenues fufferconfiderable lofs, and fcarcity and fatnine impend over 
it’s inhabitants. When however, on our requiring the principal and intereft of the 
fum we had lent him, he was unable to anfwer our demand, he agreed to fell us Na- 
gore and it’s dependencies, and this was-the caufe o f our making the purchafe. Far 
from taking this ftep after your Highnefs’s viftorious army had moved againft the 
place, or after Ubraur Khan had come to give us notice of that meafure, in “  Order 
“  (as we are accufed) to injure your Highnefs’s i n t e r e f t f a r  from any fuch inten
tion as this, our bargain was fair and equitable; nor had we any finiller views or ex- 
peftation from the Rajah in doinfr fo, as your Highnefs, on a review of the whole, muft 
conclude; .and contrary to which, whatever any principal inhabitants of Titnjore 
may advance in your piefence, wc beg leave to alfme you is inconfiflent v\ith 
truth.

Your Highnefs has been pleafed to obferve, “  That the tributary Rajahs of 
“  Tanjore have never mortgaged or fold any part of their lands in reply to 
which, w e  beg it may not l e  deemed impertinent i f  w e advance fom e injlances to evince the 
contrary. The Jla te o f  tht Tanjore Government, from  it's beginning to it's fa ll, has been 
very  w e ll known, and the freedom  o f  it's deciftons in every  rejpeB m difpu ted ; the 
tnagnanimous Englifh, as w ell as the contemptible Danes at Tranqutbar, are equally w e l l 
acquainted o f  this. W ere it not fo, how came it to pals, that in the year 1738 they 
(the Rajahs) fold the diftridt of Carrical to the French ? And how happened it, tlisr 
in the year 1705 alfo they lold the port o f Nagore to the Dutch, who thence de
rived the privilege of eredting their colours at tnat place ? Had they not been abfolute 
lords o f  their own country, how could t'cey have taken fu ch  fleps as thefe ? Agreeable here
to the Rajah, fince that period, has fought our fricndfliip, has granted us an Enauni 
of two villages in perpetuity, and engaged his word to us in the moll pofuive man
ner, that if  he difpofed any part of his country, it lliould be to us, and none clfe ; 
has fince fet on foot a friendly communication with the Dutch Company^ and carried 
on with them pecuniary negotiations, which finally have produced the fale of Na- 
gore and it’s dependencies; a ll which proceedings tend to fo ew , that he was M afier o f  
his own countryt a point that w e are w ell ajfured of. Not to mention^ that the Dutch Com-
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fa n y  have lent nm cy  o)i mortgage, f i r  cn you r Ilighnefs's w a r i n i J Ti ,  even to the Mahtt- 
jans, vjho are aljo Jo f a r  majlers o f  their own pojfiffmis ; and y e t  you r Uighnefs did not at 
thqt time difpuie the point, m r  have your predecejbrs, the form er Subahdars o f  the Cartta- 
ticlc, g iv en  atiy directions to the Dutch Company, or any other nation, concerning the fa le o f  
lands, or the gran t o f  ^.naiims; but, on the contrary, have acquicfced in the conduEl o f  the 
Rajahs, who have gran ted  Cowles to wbom foevcr they chofe even in your Jiigtn/fs's timet 
without having any o f  thofe a£ls annulled or difapproved, nor has any one 'till now ever  
difputed their authority. Were they not lords o f  their own country, they could not even iffue 
crders in their own name fo r  the collection o f  their revenu es: nor need w e other p ro o f o f  
this point, than tleah fo lu te pow er w ith  which the Baljevars reigned in Tanjore, before the 
Mar at t as tookpoffrffion o f  it •, who ijfued Cowles, and gran ted  Enaiims to whom they p lea fed ; 
to which the former Subahdars of the Carnatick confentcd, and the payment of 
their Peflicufh fuffcred no delay.

Now a Pcflicufl) is twofold ; firfl:, the Teficufh o f  him who is m a fia  o f  his coun try ; 
and fccondly, the Pcfhculli of him who is not mailer o f his country ; that which is 
paid to the Circar is o f the former kind ; but of the latter are the amount o f the re
venues, the amount o f theflijiulatcd Peihcufli, and the amount o f the elephants that 
were purchafed of us, for the payment ot whith a mortgage has been given to the 
Dutch Company of lands and jewels; of wliich fum, alter deducing the principal 
and intereft, we have got a receipt from the Rnjah’ s fervants, Narfingarow and Gan- 
gafavah Pilla, for the remainder, as they had received o f us to that amount at va
rious times.

Now after having got a receipt, we need no longer any teflimony from the Rajah’s 
accounts; but your Highnefs muft not be furprHed that I did^not answer you ex- 
prefsly to the letter you lent me on this fubjeft, enclofingone from the Rajah to the 
fame purport; as the truth is, that we have not obtained the proper Saneds fiom the 
Rajah ; nor did I ihiKk it proper to rifk the credit of the Dutch Company, by pro
ducing their accounts againft thofe of a man depofed from his government, and a 
prifbner, fince it might prove a great impediment to our future commercial negoti
ations, as well as an objcA o f contention between the Circar and us. At the larnc 
lime we are in no need of teftimony from the imprifoned fervants o f the Rajah, 
cither wi.h regard to the terms of agreement between him and us, or with regard to 
the completion or non-completion of the payments due upon the Saneds j for we 
are furely better acquainted with thefe points than ihfy who had no flurc in the 
tranfaftion, nor even enquired into the particulars of it. Our tcflimonies are the 
letters and Saneds of the P«.ajah brought to us by people of confequence, o f whom 
one was particularly appointed to this bufinefs, and the receipts of fuch perfbjis on 
our delivering tiiem the leveral fum s; of which Turns neither myfelf, nor ?ny o f the 
Council here, have £ny fhare ; and whoever has informed your Highnefs o f fuch a 
circumftance, has been totally regardkfs of truth: for my own part, I am in the higheil 
degree anoniflied how your. Highnefs could give ear to fuch a ftory, of which the 
av^hor deferves little lels than capital punifhment. Confider, Sir, I and my Council 
arc bound by oath to our Superiors for our fidelity j and how then (hould it enter our 
minds to purfue meafures, that muft inevitably bring dilhonour and difcrcdit upon

them
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them, as well as fliame and difgraceupon oiirfdves ? Heaven will pour it’s vengcancc 
tipon thofe who are the inventors of fo unjufl; a report. God forbid that we ihould 
ever be guilty o f fuch an adlion. W e earncftly hope tKat ’ere long thofc who have 
taken fuch pains to create a fnifunderftanding between your Highncfs and the 
Dutch Company, and todifturb the peace that hitherto fubfifted between us, will 
meet with that correftion and punifliment they fo richly deferve ; and wc pray for 
rhc proteftiOn of Heaven from fuch men’s malevolent defigns.

I 'h c Saned for the diftrift of Keelore is to the amount o f three Lacks and 
fixty thouland Pagodas, and that for the Pergunnah of Terpoondee twenty-four 
thoufand Pagodas ; both which Saneds the Rnjah fcnt by the hands of Narfin- 
garow and Gangafavah Pilla ; but when the fum of the revenues of both thefe places 
was caft up and determined, thofe of Keelore were found to make r'O  more than 
three Lacks and thirty thoufand Pagodas, and thofe of Terpoondee only twenty, 
thoufand Pagodas; fo that far from having paid us to the full amount of the Sa
neds, as they have treacheroufly informed your Highncfs, they abfolutely endea
voured to cajole us out of tlie remaining tliirty thouland Pagodas on account o f 
the former, and the defeftive four thoufand in the account of the latter. However, 
the diftrift of Keelore was afterwards valued at three Lacks and ten thoufand ; but 
that being difputed, it was at length determined at three Lacks and thirty thoufand 
Pagodas; which fum they accordingly received, and fent the copy o f that Sancd 
to the Rajah,

Your Highnefs has been pleafed to fay, “  That you would particularly enquire 
“  into this circumlUnce, whether thofe two perfons or we had fcnt the copies o f 
“  thofc Saneds to the Rajah ; and that if  the juftice o f our proceedings would 
“  bear this teft, you would continue your accullomed favour to the Dutch Com- 
“  pany,”  W e cjfl: the utmoft dependence upon this iffue. W e know to whotn 
we are anfwerable for our conduft, and that every thing will terminate agreeable to 
their commands •, we have ther -̂fore fcnt thither an account of all that has pafled in 
this affair as well as the original Saneds, and this being the cafe, we hope your 
Highncfs will not be offended at our not being able to produce them. For the reft, 
your Highnefs is well acquainted with the cuftoms and regulations o f Europeans, 
and therefore will not be lnrprized at my declining to a6t further in this matter, 
’till I receive orders from Batavia relating to i t ; and with regard to delivering your 
Highnefs thofe Saneds at your requeft, believe me I (hall not fail to do, in the 
utmoft extent, whatever I am commanded from thence.

For a fuller explanation o f the above particulars, and fo r  the eftablifliment and 
increafe o f a fincerc and firm friendfliip between the Circar arid us, as well as for 
the averting of every degree of diflatisfaftion in future, three Gentlemen o f the 
Council of this Sectlemtnt will wait upon your Highnefs, 1 can only add, that I 
pray to Heaven that a good underftanding may be fettled between your High- . 
nefs on the one part, and the Company and mylclf on the other.

T h e
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T h e  Company have leOT' upon j*wels to the amount of eighty rhoufand P ag o 
das, a n d  private m erch ant to the amount p f  one L a c k  i but this fum o f  one 
L ack  and eighfy thoafand Pagodas has fince been included in the Saneds, and 
we have g o t  Narfingarow’s and Gangafavah Pilia’s receipt for the principal and 
i n r e r e f t  o f  that fum. In confeq^uence o f  this, the two lail mentioned perfons have 
b e e n  defircus o f  difpofing nt the jew ek s; which being apprized of, I have kept 
them yet under rny own care and under the feal o f  the R fjah , ’ till I could advife your 
H igh n tfs  o f  the circumftance. W hen ever  therefore the three Gentlemen that arc 
about to wait upon you have fcttlrd the matters in d'rfpute that rrla 'c  to the 
Company, I am ready to deliver up the jewels into your Highnefs’ s pofTeflion ; and 
ani in hopes that, out o f  your great favour towards the Dutch Company, you will 
condefcend to bring matters to a fpeedy determination with thofe deputies, and fuffer 
them to return as loon as poffible, which I lhall efteem a very flngular obligation. 
In the mean time, I muft entreat that no violence be offered by the fervanti o f  the 
C iicar to any department o f  our affairs, but that every thing g o ’ on as ufual ’ till 
this determination takes place ; and I will venture to engage that the Dutch. 
Company fhall never in ftjture deviate from the path which gives (atisfef^ion t a  
your Highnefs, but fhall take all opportunities o f  difplaying the utmoft zeal and 
iidtlity in your fervice.

A

Some o f  the Tanjore people came here at the time o f  the fiege, whom  I have 
ordered to return with their efFedts; but I am unacquainted who they  ̂arc particularly, 
and therefore cannot b e  anfwerable on that fcore. T w o  perforfs were mentioned to 
me particularly, in a letter from Um meer-ul-Omrah, M ader-ul-M u!k Behaudet 
but thofe two fent their compliments to me the day after Tanjore was taken, and 
left the place: fo that though I have the utmoft defire to comply witn yourH ighnefs ’s 
and M ader-ul-M ulk Behauder’ s inclinations in every inftance, yet in this it is out 
o f  my power to do what you defite in delivering them up.

-Having faid fo much on all thcfe fubjedts, I  have only now to reprcfent to your 
H ighnefs, with the utmoft refped and fubmiffion, that in cafe any unjdnifiable or 
ariiitrary meafures fliould be purfued in regard to the diftrids o f  the C o m p a n y , 
feeing chat no fuch proceedings have taken place on our parts, your Highnefs alone 
nniftanfwer for the confequcnces, whether good or bad ; we can bear no fhare o f  
the blame, for no fault can be proved upon u s ;  but the D utch  N ation, whatever 
conduct your Highnefs chufes to purfue, will undoubtedly a ft  agreeable to the rules 
o f  equity andjuftice. It was m y duty to rep’refent this to your Highnefs, and I  
have done fo. M ay the Sun o f  your life, profperity, fortune, power, magnifi- 
tcnce, and glory, continue to (hine with luftre and refplcndence!

P. S .  T h e  whole amount o f  the Saneds is five L a c k s ,  eighteen thoufand^ five 
hundred and forty-five Pagodas, o f  which fum two L a c k s  and fii'tyithrcc’thoufand 
Pagodas arc due to the C om pany.
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Co/>y of a LeUer from the Governor of Negapatnam to Ummttr-nl Omrah, Mader-nl-
Mulk liehauder; no date, but received on the \ ~jth OElober̂  i / 7 J» tvjtlve o'ciock
in the forenoon.

I  H A D  tbe honour to reccivc your favour lately, together with that o f  H is 
H igh n cfs  by Rehemaun A liy  Khan and Mahomed Syclcc Khan, and oblervcd the con
tents. A s  the government of thcTanjore country isjiow under your power,wc hope to 
carry on the D utch  C o m p an y ’s affiiirs in the faid country witii tiaiiy luctcfs and 
profperity. Rcgardii>g th d r  mercantile afiiiirs, H is  Highncfs, and the forrrcr N a 
bobs o f  the Carnatick Country, Ihewcd their favours beyond mcafure in the 
a f f a i r s  o f  the D utch  C om pany’s rrade ; we hope therefore thiit the fbrrntr favour 
may daily incrcafe •, no doubt that the D utch Nation will always nu'rit the fame, 
and that the C om pany’s affairs will meet withfuccefs, and the good fnendfliip will 
incrcafe. In your faid letters you have wrote every thing jufl; and true in anfwer to 
w hat we have addreffcd, but the exprefTuin which you have mude ufe of, that the 
D utch were people o f  bad condutt was entirely falfe ; and for ofhct matters f 
referred H is Highncfs to the Arruzdaflit which I have addrclled to him ; and 
you will on your part know them by the verbal accounts o f  the faid Rehcmaun A lly  
Khan and Sydee K han; copy o f  the faid Arruzdaflit'comes enclofcd.

N .  B. T h e  above copy is written in broken Peifian, hard to be underftood; 
however Kudabanda Moonfhey was fent for and conlulted, and, agreeable to his 
conje(f>ure, it was rendered into Englifli as above.

f  .
T h e B o a r i s  M inu te .

F R O M  the evafive and ambiguous manner in which the letter from the G ovet- 
nor o f  N egapatnam  is wrote, as well from General Smith’s letter o f  the 17th, it 
fhould feem the D utch have at prefent no other objeft in view than to procraftl- 
nate and amufe the N abob with negotiations, until rhey can receivc direftions 
from  their Superiors at Batavia, or their Employers at home ; and in the mean 
time it is certain they are in hourly expeftation o f  receiving further reinforce
ments o f  troops from their other Settlements. T h e  Board taking all thefe citcam - 

i lances into confideration. U n a n i m o u s l y  d e t e r m i n e .  T h a t  General Smith be 
diredted to march immediately with the troops under his command, on the re- 
quifition o f  the N a b o b ’s Son ; and to put him in pofieffion o f  the diftridls poffenid 
by the D utch, i f  rhey fhould refufc to evacuate them in an amicablc manner on 
the approach o f  the army.

In confcq-jence o f  the foregoing refoUition, the follow ing letter was accordingly 
difpatchcd to G eneral S m ith ;
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fo  Jofcph Smilb Efquire, Brigidicr-Generak and Commanding OJ^ur o f the Troops ort‘
the Coajt.

S I R ,

T H E  Prefident has- communicated to us your letter to him o f  the 17th inftant..

T h e  N ab o b  hath reprcfentcd to us  ̂ that it is evident, from the delays ufed by  
the D utch  in their negotiations wirh him, that they have no other defign than to 
gain t i m e ; and hatli expreflcd an earneft defire to bring this matter to a fpccdy 
Gonclufion; and in contiquence thereof, he has defired that the troops under your 
command, on the requifnion o f  his Son U m m eer-ul-O m rah Bfhaud cr,  may with
out delay proceed and aflift him in taking poflenTion o f  N ago rc , and the countries 
lately occupied by the D utch, belonging to the Tanjore country. W e  defire that you 
will accordingly, on the rcquifition o f  th e N a b o b ’s SonU m m eer-ul-Om rah Bchauder, 
march immediately with the troops under your command, and affift him in taking 
poflefTion o f  Nagore and the abovementioned coun tries; and in cafe the D utch 
Ihould not on your approach evacuate the faid diftrifls, we do hereby authorize 
and direft that you affift the N a b o b ’s Son in taking poflcflion of the fame by 
force ; w hich done, we defire you will appoint fuch a force as you may ju d g e  
neceffary to affift the N ab o b  in keeping polfefljon o f  the fame ; and we Inould 
be giad o f  your fcntiments with regard tv the difpofition o f  the remainder o f  the 

army.
W e  arc, Sir,

F ort St. G eorge, Your, moft obedient humble fe r^ n t ,

2 if tO d to b e r ,  17 7 3 .  W  Y  N  C  H ,  & c.  Council.,

R ead  copy o f  a letter from the N a b o b  to the Deputies from N cgapatnam , who 
are upon the road to this place, with a view, as tiiey fay, to treat with him  refp eft-  
ing their claims iji the Tanjore country

C A M E  in the following letter from General Smith :

y i  HonMrable Akxiinier TVynch Efquire, Pr^tdent and Governor^ bfc. Council af;
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

1 H A V E  been honoured with your commands o f  the 5th, 7th , and 12th 
in ftan t: in obedience to the former a>battalion o f  Sepoys was ordered to proceed 
to Vellour without lofs o f  tiinc ; and, in confcc|ucnce o f  your inftrudions o f  the 
7th, an hundred o f  the beft draught cattle, with, the heavy g%ms, were kep t;:  the 
rem ain d er, as well as all the unncceffary people belonging to the army,. the C o m - 
miffiry was directed to difcharge, excrpt an hundred Lafcars in the C h ie f  E n 

gineer’s
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gincer’s department, that I have ordered to be continued in the fcrvicc ’ till we can 
fee what turn affairs in this neighbourhood may take.

T h o u g h  I don’t hold the force the D utch have at prefent in a very refpcdlable 
light, yet as I found I  could fecure the regiments from the weather, I had con
tinued my route with them and the Sepoys, and nearly reached this place before 
your letter o f  the yrh inftant arrived. T h e  Europeans were lodged in a Choultry, 
which is fufficiently large for the w h o le ; the Sepoy corps are not fo well off, 
and the Officers’ ' quarters very indifferent however they arc fatisficd to dilpenlc 
with them.

I  have the honour tn acquaint- y-ou, that Golam  A lly  Klian and Sydce K h an , 
two Vackeels, who had been fent from hence to Negapatnam to treat with the 
D u tc h ,  are returned.; and that this morning, in order to know what paffcd, I  
had a mt-eting with Ummecr-ul-Omrah Behauder and Eagee H uflein Khan, the 
N a b o b ’s Dewan.

T h e  Vackeels faid they had laid the powers granted to U m m eer-ul-O m rah before 
liie Governor Van Vliflingen, required his delivering up to the N ab o b  the diftrids 
the D utch had lately taken poU'effion o f  belonging to the Tanjort* country, and 
propofediti;) fettle the mode o f  reimbiirfing him the money he had advanced to the 
k a jah  : in reply, the Governor faid he would confult his C o u n c i l ; and after they 
had met he not only retufed to give up the diliTidts on payment o f  the money, 
birt ahb to treat wiih U m m ecr-ul-O m rah, alleging that he intended to fend twy 
o f  his Council to the N ab o b  at Fort Sr. George to treat with him : the Vackeels 
urged there was no occafion, as liis Son and Rcprefentative had full power tp 
negotiate the bufinefs ; the G overnor ’s anfwer w a s  that lie had acquainted the 
N a b o b  o f  his intentions to fend Ambaffadors to M adras, and could not depart: 
fram  his purpofe.

T h e  V ackecls  complain they have been treated witli great difrcfpe<3; by thp 
D u tc h ,  and are oi'" opinion they do nor mean to give up the lands claimcd by the 
N a b o b  on any terms, but that their fending Ambaffadors to Madras it intended tp- 
gain  time. T h a t  they have refufed to treat with Umm«<r-ul Omrah I can Uavf no> 
doubt of, as the G overnor has wrote him a k t te r  o f  apology, telling him A m 
baffadors w ere  gone to his Father, and therefore he -could not empr into any 
negotiations here.

T h e  Governor V an  VlifEngen having rcjeSed every propofal made to him by. 
U m m eer-ul-O m rah, or even to treat with him, and referred this bufinels to Madras,, 
he  may next refer to Batavia, and trom thence to Europe ; therefore llioukl. 
Ummeer-ul-Omrai» make n requfition o f  tlte Com pany’s troops from me to affill ta- 
pu t him in pofleflion o f  the lands in quellion, agreeable to your inttruttions o f  
the 29th o f  Septcrivber, t ih a U  give  him every ajfijlan ce in tny power for that, 
purpofe. T h e  D utch have mounted their guns on the walls o f  Negiipatnam and. 

^  that Pectah ; upwards o f  2000 people arc em ployed clearing the efplanade
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and r r p a i r i n g  the glacis ; they alfo taking every other mcafure for defence ; 
am! as they ex p eft a further reinforcement o f  Europeans from  C olom bo, a con- 
fl.tnt look-out is kept at the flag-ftaff h e a d ; and by m y intelligence this after- 
n/'on fome veflcls were in fight, which gave great fpirits to the people o f N eg a- 
])utnam.

I have the honour to be with refpefl.

H onourable Sir and Sirs, ^

Y o u r moft obedient fervant.
H ead Q uarters, T riva lo re ,

1 8 t h  O d o b e r , 1 7 7 3 .  J O S E P H  S M I T H .

Extract o f Proceeditt^s o f the Trefident and Council at Fort St. George  ̂ in their 
MHitaiy Department, i z d  0 £lober, 1773 .

T H I S  day the follow ing letter to the Prefident was received from  the G overnor 

o f  N egapatnam  :

To the I  lotto Hr able Alexander Wyncb Efquire^ Governor and Trefident fo r  the Honourable
Engltfh Eafi-hidta Company.

H onourable Sir,

H A V I N G  fent Am bafladors for the D u tch  Eaft-India C om pany to the Subah 
o f  Carnatica, M ahom ed A lly  K han, in order to fettle fome affairs concerning 
the kingdom  o f  Tanjore, I have the pleafure to inform  you by this th ereof; and 
as they fcall refide in or about your Prefidency, be fo kind as to aflift them  in cafe 
it flvould be neceffary ; an^ with this hope 1 flatter m yfelf, in confideration o f  the 
friendlhip which exifts between both nations, and which makes me alfo be affured 
that the fincerity o f  your generous proceedings w ill have no other end but the 
continuation o f friendfhip, which is and m uft be the obfervation o f  the treaties o f  
leace and alliance made and contrafted by both our Sovereigns, that truly mufl: 
je accompliflied : but notwithftanding this my hope, I m uft and am obliged to 

affure you, that it is with fome concern that I have heard that Brigadier-General 
Jofeph Sm ith, Com m ander in C h ie f o f  the Englifti troops on this Coaft, is in the 
arm y o f the Subah, who threaten us with w a r; and this not only, but alfo 
that he has joined, and is com e d o w n  to T rivalorev though I am not o f  opinion 
that he w ill adt or do any thing which can give occafion to any difference between 

both Pow ers.
I am with efteem,

Honourable Sir,

Y o u r  moft obedient fervant.

F ort at N egapatnam ,
1 7 th O fto b c r ,  17 7 3 . (Signed) R .  V A N  V L I S S I N G E N .
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T h e ' following is an cxtradt o f  a private letter from General Smith to the 
P rcf id e n t:

Extract of a private Letter from General Smith to the Go"̂ <ernor, dtited i i f i  05lobcrf

1 773-

I N  confcquence o f  what I wrote to the Board on the i8th inftnnt, this morning 
ITm m cer-ul-Omrah, with two troops o f  cavalry, eight companies o f  his own Sepoys, 
and fome light guns, attended by his own Oliiccrs, and followed by his two regiments 
o f  M o g u l  cavalry, marched from Trivalore, and entered the countries poflefffd bv 
the Dutch. A t  their firft poft, three miles from Trivalore, there wire ftationed fonn; 
M alays and Sepoys to guard a pals, and a flag in a tree. M r. M ‘-Allilkr, a N a 
b ob ’s Officer who led this detachment, told the people to leave ihe poll quieclv, 
and i f  they made no refinance they lliould not be molefled ; accordingly they 
marched off, and the Nabob ftruck the flag, T h is  detachment o f  D utch moved 
to another party on the high road, commanded by a Captain, and amounted to 
upwards o f  lo o m e n ;  when the N ab o b ’s Officer aj^proached this poll they got under 
arms, and for fome time oppofed their palling, cocking their firelocks, and putting 
on an appearance o f  d e fe n ce ; however, after fo'me j)ufiiing and fcuffling, they 
thought it prudent to retire, and join their main body flationed at their old 
limits, confifting o f  300 men and four pieces o f  cannon. T h e  young N abob 
continued his route towards N agore, and on entering a plain near the town, the 
D utch  detachment, commanded by a Captain, and in force about 70 Europeans, 
as many Sepoys, and fome Topaffes, beat to arms, and formed near the village o f  
K agore. T h e  young N abob halted and formed his troops, and marched forward 
towards them. T h e  D utch Captain feeing this, enquired for the N abob and 
General, as he fuppofed the latter to be there; but on being told there w'ere no 
E n g li lh  troops with the detachment, he defircd to fee Um meer-ul-Omrah, and then 
delivered him a formal protcft from the D utch G o ve rn m e n t; and told him his 
orders were to retire, and not to make any oppofition; this he was permitted to do ; 
and from the hour that the Com pany’s troups moved they neither faw D utchm en, 
M alays, Sepoys, nor any other perfon in arms, n o r e v e n a  flag except Faqueers; 
and when they arrived at N agorc the N a b o b ’s flag was hoilied, and he in poffeflloni 
o f  the placc and countries. T h e  Dutch Governor and his Council h?ve protefted 
in form againft me as the leader o f  your tro o p s; I have enclofed copies o f  both 
their Pro}eJfs to the Honourable Board. Yefterday they received 70 L-uropeans 
from Coylon in boats. T h e y  are gathering together from all quarters what troops 
they c a n ; aruJ I am afl'ured by  a very confiderable Merchant, that they never 
meant to reftorc thefe countries, or to compromife matters with the N a b o b ;  o a  
the contrary they have wrote, it’s faid, letters to the Marattas, wifhing for their 
afliftancc to recover Tanjore for the Rajah : and I think i f  the N ab o b  does not 
conclude this affair with them in a fatisfaflory manner to both parties, that they ’ ll 
g ive him fome uncafmefs yet, and this Government their ftiare o f  the cenfure. 
T h e  people of- England are now-a-days fo difpofed to receive every unfavourable 
impreffion with regard to the condudt o f  the Com pany’s Servants abroad, that even let 
them have right on their fide, yet they will be condemned for every a<ft wherein
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N^Ms are concerned; as the motives which lead you to their fupport or deprcffion are 
always conilr'aed as rapacious, and from mere Iclhfh views. T h e  N abob is now in 
pofTclTion o f  all the Tanjore country i what is next to be done with your troops ? 
who is to take care o f  Nngore, and where are we to refrefh for the next campaign ? 
as I look on this as a certain fadt, that the redudtion o f  Tanjore, and his diffiute 
with the D utch, will keep your troops on foot at leaft for another year. Y o u  
have a great deal to rc-flcdt on j— the ftate o f  your Europeans, your Blacks, the Car- 
natick, and the fituation the moft o f  our garrifons arc in'j Madras without w a l ls ; 
H yd er ’ s formidable army, and which he is recruiting with horfe and foot with all 
the vigour in his pow er; the death o f  Narrain R ow  ; R a g o b ah ’s hatred to E u ro 
peans} his difplcafure at the Rajah’s redudion, and what fcenes may be opened 
early in the next y e a r ; the fcattered flate o f  your fo rc e s ; the cafli c h e tt ; and in 
fhort a thoufind things that will readily occur to you. S ir :  all ihefe require your 
very ferious attention.

Letter from  Goverm- Uynch to the Nabob o f  the Carnatkk, dated 23 /̂ OSlobcr, 17 7 3 .

I M A V E  been honoured with the receipt o f  your H ighnefs ’s favours o f  the 
17th and 20th inftant, with the papers enclofed. T o  the former 1 fhould have re
plied before, had not your Highnefs informed me verbally, on the fucceeding day, 
a f  your intention to diredl your Son U m m eer-ul-Om rah Behauder to remain in his 
prefent port, until he fhould be advifed by your Highnefs o f  the refult o f  the nego
tiation with the Gentlemen coming from Negapatnam. By your H ighnefs’s favour 
o f  the 20th inftant, it appears you arc convinced (and I mult fay I think there is a 
great foundation for fuch conviftion) that the objedt o f  the D utch  is merely tl’je 
gaining of time ; and you defire therefore that without delay, on the requifnion o f  
Ummcer ul-Omrah Behauder, the afliftance o f  the C om p any’s troops may be grant
ed, for the putting you in poireflion o f  the lands in queftion : agreeable to your 
H ighnefs’s dcfire, direftions have been fent to General Smith to co-operate witlj 
your Son to this purpofe i f  called upon. T h e  letter you propofe writing to the 
Governor o f  Negapatnam appears to me very proper.

From the Njibob o f  the Cmtatkk to Governor Wynch, dated 22d, a»d retelved i%d'
O^ober, 1 7 7 3 .

M Y  Son Umraeer-u-l-Omrah Behauder having tranfmitted me a copy o f  a let
ter he wrote to the Governor o f  Negapatnam , under date the 20th inftant, enclofed 
1 fend you alio a copy thereof for your information.

W h a t  can I fay more ?

>r;

Co^ o f  a Letter from. Ummeer-ul-Omrah Behauder to'the Governor o f  Negapatnam, dated:
zoth  0 Sober, 17 73 .

A F T E R  the capture o f  Tanjore, I  difpatched Rehemaun A l ly  Khan and M a 
homed Sydee to you, with a letter from H is Highnefs, and one from me, with certain, 
piopofals^i afu-r which I marched with m y army to the Cufl?a o f  Trivalo^Cj which-

2  i s
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is very near to N eg a p a tn am , and have waited a great while in expeftation o f  fettling 
the matter with you in a friendly manner, and that two Ambaffadors would be fent 
by  you to negotiate with me, who am appointed from H is  H igh n efs ’s court to 
terminate your bufinefs. Notwithftanding however I fent you word by m y A m b a f
fadors, and mentioned alfo in my letter, that 1 would agree to every reafonablc 
propofal you had made to the difpoffefled Rajah at the time o f  taking pofle/Tion o f  
his conptry, and with the greateft opennefs alfo fent you friendly meflages, purport
ing that I would take your concerns upon me as a loan ; but you neither agreed to 
m y offers, which were fair a n d ju ft ,  nor fent Ambaffadors to negotirte with me,, 
nor removed the flags you had hoiRed in the country belonging to Taniore, nor yec 
gave me a clear anfwer. M y  AmbafTadors alfo, who in conftrquence o f  your pref- 
fing defirc, and m the hopes o f  fettling matters, remained a long time at Ncgapat- 
nam, feeing that the prof;.edl of terminating affairs was at a dirtance, and that a 
great deal o f  time elapfed in da'ly affurances o f  fricndfliip and obedience, were-under 
a necelTuy o f  taking leave and returning to me. T h e  Arruzdafhts befides which 
you wrote both to his H ighnefs and me, are I'uch as I cannot clearly undcrfland’ 
their m ean in g ; for all which reafons I am under the necelTity o f  marching from, 
hence with my army to N agore, which belongs to the Circar, and is very near 
to you, where an equitable negotiation, on account o f  it’ s vicinity, may be 
foon managed. I now alfo defire tKat you will order your people to remove a l l  
the flags from the diftrldt o f  the Circar belonging to Tanjore, and ftrtngthen* 
the old friendfhip fubfifting between H is  Highnefs and your Com pany. D o  not,, 
for a few trifling things, in any wife a d  contrary hereto, for no injullice will be 
done on my part.

From the Nabob o f  theCarnatick to Governor JVynch  ̂ datsd ’i z d  OEiober, 1773 .

M Y  Son Ummeer-ul-Omrah, M ad er-u l-M u lk  Behauder, having tranfmittcd to  
me copies o f  a letter he wrote to the General, aiid the General’s anfwer, I fend them, 
for  your per^ifal.

W h a t  can I fay more ?

L etter from  Mailer-ul-Mulh to General Smithy dated lo th  0 8 ol>er, 1773 .

I N  the beginning o f  m y expedition againfl Tanjore in conjundlion with you,, 
I at every time informed you very fully  o f  what I learned concerning the D utch  
at Negapatnam Fort, and o f  their aflifling the Rajah o f  Tanjore with ammunition' 
and m o n e y ;  as alfo o f  their g iv in g  encouragement with hopes o f  afllfting him'- 
with their forces, and o f  their leizing the diftrids o f  Tanjore and the port o f  N a 
gore, (the capital port o f  the Tanjore Country) and hojfting their colours in that 
place ; you on your part alfo acquainted me wiih what you heard o f  the D u tc h ’ 
affifling the Riijah with ammunition, money, and other necelTaries. H is H i g h 
nefs has wrote to the D utch by way o f  friendfhip to decline affixing the Rajah he 
alfo difpatched M ahom ed U b rau r Khan Behauder, em barking him in the K in g ’s 
Ihip, with his letters and friendly meflages to the Governor o f  N egapatnam , and) 
fotbad liis afTilling the Rajah, who was a tributary to him. T h e  Governor o f  N e 

gapatnam,,
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g.ipatnam^ wrote in anfwerin his Arruzdaflit (under date o f  the 19th o f  the M oon 
Jamadupamy), thereby exprefliiig his warm friendlhip, and in the ftrongeft man
ner, that he will not a ft  contrary to the friendfhip and attachment to the Circar, 
nor will he do any thing contrary to old cuflom. N ow ithilanding which, the 
Dutch afljfted the Rajah under various prctcnces, and even not failed to continue 
the fame until the day o f  conqueft o f  t i e  f o r t ; and, very unreafonably, took the 
countries dependent on Tanjore from the Rajah, w ho had no power to fell the 
country without H is  H igh ncfs ’s knowledge, becaufe H is  H ighnefs was mafter o f  
both him and his country ; bcfidcs they did not perform even a fingle article o f  
the conditions, which they made with the Rajah when they took the country o f  
him ; and after the Tanjore Fort was taken, there arrived the D utch Ihips with 
great hafte, full o f  foldiers and Malays : by which theit proceedings, I obferve, 
had it been fifteen days longer to take the Fort o f  Tanjore, undoubtedly the D u tch  
would have fcnt fome foldiers to Tanjore as affillance. A fter  Tanjore Fort was 
conquered, although the G overnor o f  Pond kherry  and the people o f  I'ranquebar 
have fcnt their letters o f  congratulation according to their cuftom, yet the D u tch  
did not write ’till twenty days', or until they received the news o f  the cam p’s being 
fct out from Tanjore. T h e  whole o f  the Muttafeddies, fubflantial perlons, and 

.companions o f  the Rajah, kept their families and effedts in Negapatnam  before 
the fort was con quered; and after the fort was taken all o f  them fled, to w hom  
the D utch gave proteftion and kept them. T h e  whole o f  thefe particulars are 
evident to all ranks o f  people as well as yourfelf. By the bleflmg o f  G o d , H is  
Highnefs is a firm Subahdar o f  the Carnatick •, and in order to keep this country ia  
peace, and to preferve the honour and credit o f  his government, he thinks it 
ncceflary to caufe all the people to be kept within their old and ufual bounds, and 
not to do any thing cpntrary to cuftom ; thereiore, to do what may be conducive to 
the intercft and peace o f  the Carnatick country, he wrote the prefent fituation o f  
affairs with th'e D utch to the Governor and Council o f  Madras ; upon which the 
Governor and C>puncil thought it proper to write an order to you to aflift me in 
this affair, and to regain me all the countries o f  the Circar dependent on Tanjore 
that were pofleffed by the D utch ,• K i s  Highnefs has alfo wrote an order to me, 
(who am empowered by him to fettle affairs with the Dutch^ to fet out in con- 
junftion with you, and ufe all endeavours in my power to induce the D u tch  to ob
ferve their old and ufual ways, and likewife to get the diftrifts o f  Tanjore, which 
they pofleffed by deceit from the late Rajah. Before I fet out from Tanjore, 1 ac
quainted you word by word o f  the contents o f  the letter that H is  l l igh n efs  has 
wrote to the Governor o f  Negapatnam, and fcnt it, together with m y own letter, by  
Rehemaun A lly  Khan and Sydee Khan, the Circar’s Ambafladors, to N egapatnam , 
F rom  the beginning o f  the faid Ambafladors’ going, I always acquainted you with 
the whole purport o f  this negotiation that pafled by the D u tch  ; and after their 
return, I got them to reprefent to you every particular by  word o f  mouth. It is 
well known to you that H is  Highnefs empowered me to fettle the affairs with the 
D utch, as aifo what he was plcafed to mention in the letter to the Governor of 
Negapatnam,
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Y o u  kn ow  very  w ell  that the Governor and C ouncil o f  N egapatnam  ufed me 
very  ill, .and dilhonoured me very much •, that is, after the two AmbalTadors fent 
b y  me, which in reality were from H is  HighneTs and they, in their conferences at 
N egapatnam , exprefltd and declared, that H is  H ighnefs  was pleafed to em power 
m e to fettle the affairs w ith  them (the D u tch ) ,  which will be known by a letter 
fcnt to them by H is  H igh n efs  ; and they (the AmbalTadors) likewife advifed and 
repeated, that I was fent from  the Court to regulate the affairs; that I came to 
lay  here in conjunction w ith  you (meaning the General) with a large force upon 
the fame bufinefs, and that I fent them to negotiate and fettle the reafonable 
affairs o f  the D u tch  ; fo that they (the D utch ) fliould fend two o f  their Counfellors 
Ipeedily to me in tliis very  place : notwithllanding all which, the Ambaffadors 
from the G overnor o f  N egap atn am  were fent to H is  H ighncfs ’s Court on the 
fourth day. Befides which, during m y Ambaffadors’ ftay at N egapatnam , they 
perceiving  great differences every day in the converfation o f  the Governor, anti 
o f  his elapfing the time by evafive promifes, in expreffing his friendfhip, 
lengthening the negotiation at every time, defiring at the fame time to fettle the 
affairs b y  way o f  friendlhip according to his requeft, and o f  his preparing 
ftores o f  war in the fort o f  Isegapatnam , and clearing the ground round about 
i t ,  and receiving the repeated reinforcement o f  foldiers and M alays, and his 
daily  inlifting Sepoys, and his g iv in g  out by beat o f  T o m - T o m  an order for the 
inhabitants that were within the town-wall o f  N egapatnam  to g o  a w i y ;  notwith- 
ftanding I was ready, according to H is  H igh n efs ’s order, to comply with their 
reafonable requeft by fair means, and to pay the reafonable fums which they gav e  
to  the late Kajah for taking the country ; induced them (the faid Am baffadors) to 
ta k e  leave o f  the G overnor and return to me ; and I go t  them to reprefent to 
y o u  the whole purport o f  the negotiation that paffed between them and the 
D u tc h .  W e  (meaning you and I)  have been laying here fince thefe nine days with a 
large force, and with heavy expenfes, without doing any bufinefs. T h is  time o f  
the year is fo nice, that every hour we are apprehtnfive o f  the rains; i f  the 
rain begins, w e ftiall not be able to do any thing at p re fe n t: it is therefore I 
requeft, and at the fame time think it proper, that you will,  through favour, 
not let this opportunity flip-, but will, agreeable to the Governor and C oun cil ’s 
orders, afford your affiftance in the recovery o f  the countiies whicli are poffeflli‘d 
b y  the D utch . I ufed m y endeavours to the utmoft that the affairs with the D u tc h  
m ig h t be fettled in an amicable manner j but by their proceedings, and by the 
negotiation, as alfo by the letter which the Governor o f  N egapatnam  fent in 
anfwer to m y letter, I could not underftand the meaning o f  it clearly, which is 
w ell known to you.

Taragraph o f a Letter from General Smith to Mader-td-Mulkt dated 10th Octobery

Y O U R  letter on the fubjeft o f  the bufinefs with the D u tch ,  and defiring m e to 
affift you w ith  the C om p any’s forces, I have recived, and obferved the contents. 
I f  the affairs between you and the D u tch  ihould have been fettled in an amicable 
«ianncr at M adras it is m uch better, and 1 wifti the fame ■, but i f  they are not

*5  A  fettled
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fettled by way o f  friendfliip, and you define me to aflift you with the C om p any 's  
forccs, I am ready to a d  accoTding to the orders o f  the G overnor arvd C ouncil.

From the Nabob o f the Carnatick to Governor Wynch, datcdand received iT^dOBoleVf 1 773.

I N  my letter, dated the 20th inftant, I fent you a copy  o f  one I wrote to th^ 
Gentlc-men o f  Council belonging to Negapatnam  who are com ing to m e ; and en- 
clofed 1 tranfmit their Arruzdafht in anlwer, by which you will fee that the coming 
o f  thefe three Counfcllors was not in the k a ft  to fettle matters juftly . A fter  takin g  
a copy o f  the Arruzdafht, be £0 good as to return the original to me.

W lia t  can I fay more ?

5Tranjlalion o f an Arruzdafht, figned by a M r. Johnfon, direSled to the Nabob, dated 
Friday, z id  Otiober, iT]2,> o'Clock at Night.

A F T E R  a fubmiffive preamble.

I have been honoured with the receipt o f  your H ighnefs’s favour, worthy o f  ref- 
pe(ft and honour, and this morning, being that o f  Friday, was made acquainted' 
with it’s contents fu ll  o f  gracioufncfs. M yfe lf ,  M r. D orraieux, C h ie f  o f  PuHacat, 
and M r.  Blaaukaniar, C h ie f  o f  Sadras, have been appointed to pay our refpeds to 
your H ighnefs’s court. A t  prefent I can fay no more, having hitherto received no 
order for the fame from Negapatnam-, I am continually however e x p e d in g  fuch 
an order. A s  this is the rainy £eafon, I fet out in hafte for thefe parts before the 
sains m ight begin.

W h a t  fhould I reprefent more ?.

M a y  the fun o f  your age, wealth, good fortune, and grandeur, through the 
goodnefs o f  the Creator o f  all Jaeings, be ever fhining and refplendent!

From the Nabob o f the Carnatick to Go-vernor Wynchy. dated and received i\ th
ORober, 17 73 .

I  H A V E  received your letter o f  the 23d inftant in anfwcr to m y letter, and 
©bferved it’s contents. T h a t  the D utch  are endeavouring to pain time is now 
more evident than before, fince they have lent to me, after a confukrablc  time has 
clapfed, one o f  the Council at Negapatnam,. without g iv in g  him any powers, as 
his Arruzdafht, which I fent to you yefterday, plainly ihews.. Enclofed I trarvfmic 
a copy o f  m y letter to him in anfwer, alfo a copy o f  a letter from U m m eer-u l-  
Omrah Behauder, who, by  G o d ’s bleffing, with the General,  is arrived at N agore, 
and a copy o f  my anfwer to U m m cer-ul-O m rah,. I  obferve the order jrou have 
given to the Gcnferal to affift m y Son in the recovery o f  the diftrifhs polieffed by 
the Governor o f  Negapatnam, and am obliged to you- for the fame.

P . S .  A l -
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P . S. A lth o u gh  it rnufl. give you a great deal o f  trouble to inform yon rfo lf o f  
the contents o f  all copies o f  letters I lent) to you, yet 1 trouble you with th:*m, 
becaufe it is m y defire to acquaint you o f  every m atter, both trifling and o f  im 
portance ; you w ill be fo good thcrcfurc as to excufc it.

Copy o f  an AnuzdaJ}jt from  M ader-ulMulk Behauder, dated the Evening o f  the x\Jl a t  
Na^on, and received at the Durbar, i^ tb  Otlobcr, 1773.

I L A S T  night fent your H ighnefs advice o f  our refolution o f  ferting out with 
the General and the. whole army for Nagore, which advice I conclude you have 
received. TJiis morning, at about two o ’c lock, 1 left the town o f  Trivaiore, with 
fix companies o f  your Highncf>’s Sepoys, eight pieces o f  cannon, both regiments 
o f  horl'e, and the horfe o f  M okoonderow  ; and on fetting our, agreeable to the 
General’s advice, gave orders to the Sepoys o f  the Circar to keep their fire ; and 
in cafe the D utch Ihould fire upon them, to attend to the orders that Oiould then 
be given them. W h e n  we were got about three miles from Trivaiore, a body o f  200 
M alays and ten horie, with a D utch Officer, who were ftationed there, fliewed fomc 
oppofition to a few o f  our Sepoys and horfe that had preceded the army about a 
gun-lhot diflance in front; but at length, not relifliing the appcarancc o f  our me/i, 
they moved off. From thence I marched direiliy  to the town o f  N agore, where 
were an hundred Europeans and 300 M a la y s : as foon as we arrived within a mile 
and half  o f  the place, the D utch  came out o f  the town, and fliewed an inclination 
to engage •, upon which, having halted a little on the plain to arrange the troops,
I  advanced in readinefs for adtion; fending at the fame time an European Ofiicer 
o f  your H ighnefs’ s, who fpeaks D u tch , on before to defire the D utch  Officers who 
■were halted on the plain to g ive us w ay, as the N ab o b ’s arm y was com e to take 
poffeffion o f and regulate the dittridt. T h e  two D utch  Officers perceiving the 
form idable figure o f our arm y, lef t their own troops and came alone to me ; ] v̂ ’a& 
then on horfeback : they told me 'th ey  had been hitherto fl:ationcd there by  order 
o f  the G overnor o f  N egapatnam , but that feeing that I was arrived with the arm y, 
they would leave the p la ce : to which I replied, “  It is now a long tim e that I 

have been w aiting at T rivaiore in expcdtation o f  D eputies from  yo yr G overnor 
“  to bring matters to a determ ination between us, and I am now com e to N agore,
“  which is a part o f  the N ab o b ’s poflefljens, in order to be nearer to N egapatnam  ;
“  your affairs may now therefore foon be treated o f  and fettled ; and 1 defire you 

w ill prefent my com plim ents to the G overnor and tell him , that, i f  he w ill fend 
“  tw o deputies to me every thing w ill be determ ined.”  U pon th is, notwith- 
llanding their form er feem ing inclination to engage, they w ent away witli the 
m oft com pliant com placence; and I, Deo faven te, having entered N agore, took 
down their colours and erefted thole o f  the C ircar. A fter which 1 vifued the 
flirine o f  our hflly Saint K ader Saheb,. and after perform ing the Fatiha at his 
tom b with becom ing reverence, and begging his aid and bleffing for the fuccefs 
o f  our dcfigns, I returned at noon to the cam p, w hich  is pitched w ithout the 
town. A t  three o ’c lo ck  I received your H ighnefs’ s favour, dated T u efd ay  the 
19th inftant, and learnt your H ighnefs’s diredtions “  C oncerning m y w aitin g  the 
“  event o f  the tw o D u tch  Deputies,, w ho were com ing to your prel'encc, treating 
“  with your H ighnel's, and with regard to m y not troubling the D u tch  w ho 

5  “  were
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were ftatWned in the villages/* I had then already arrived at N agore with 
the G e n e r a l ,  and had taken ilo w n  the D u tch  colours according to your H igh n efs’s 
f o r m e r  direftio n s; had but this letter rcachcd T riva lo re  a day Iboner I fhould 
hy no means have ftiired a f o o t : however we fliall fee whether the D utch fend any 
one to treat or n o t ; otherwife I fhall remaih fiicnt in N agore ’ till I receive an anfwer 
.to this A rruzdaflit, nor fiiall I lay any thing about the m oney.

p .  s .  T w o  M em bers o f  Council from  the G overnor o f  N egapatnani are ju l j  
Arrived  ̂ I lhall reccive them in the fame form  I did the Rajah, and ftiall write 
-your H igh n cfs to-m orrow an account o f  what pafl'es between us.

Cofy o f a Letter from tbs Nahob to Ummeer-ul-Omrah^ M adtr-ul-M ulk Behauder, dated
Sunday, 24th 0 8 ober, 17 73 .

T H E  letter you fcnt m e, dated at N agore the evening o f  the a i f t  inftant, 
1  have received, and obferve the contents.; therein you acquainted me with your’s 
and the G eneral’s fafe arrival at N agore ; the vifit you had from  the two D u tch  
O fficers Rationed there ; the m eflage you fent by them to the G overnor o f  N e g a - 
patnam , and their departure for that p la ce ; your having taken down the D u tch  
colours from  N agore, and having ered ed  thofe o f  the C ircar in their room^ aad> 
your vifit to the ftuine o f  Kader Saheb : all w'hich gave m e great fatlsfaftioa. 
W ith  regard to what you fay as to declin ing to treat with the D u tch  fiupe the 
receipt o f  my letter in N agore, w'hich had you received at T riva lo re  you would 
not have ftirred from  thence, I need only take notice to you, my de îr Son, that 
having rcflefted on the late unreafonable proceedings o f  the D u tch , I wrote yo u  
a letter, d irefting you to march to N agore, on the very day on which you a^t^aljy 
went to that place, to wir, the 2 1ft inftant, w hich you m uft fome hours before 
this have received •, and after that you m ull alfo have received another letter frorn the 
Grrvernor to the General concerning your march thither I now fend you enclofed, 
for your inform ation, copy o f a letter from M r, W yn ch  to me o f  the 23d inftanr, 
and o f  one which I wrote in anfwer to the A rruzdalht o f  thofe M em bers o f  the 
D utch  C o u n cil that were com ing as D eputies from  N egapatnam  i they will now com e 
to you. Y o u  mentioned the arrival ot two other Counlellors deputed to you frorp 
th e G overnor o f  N egap atn am ; y o j  w ill, as you have promil'ed, advife me o f .  
w hat pafles between you. O n your part you will obferve to treat wi(h them w ith  
th e utmoft complaifance about paying them the am ount o f  the debt due to them* 
and o f  their giving up the country they had taken pofieffion of, as well as the 

jew els , & c . under cheir charge, and perfuade them  to abide- by the accuftom ed 
and eftablilhed regulations. A t  the fame tim e you w ill, without any murks o f  
difpleafure or refentment, but in an open and ingenuous manner, take pofleflion 
o f  all the diftridls-they had in their han<^ and rem ove their <;oJours} and in caife 
any o f. the D u tch  Ihould op[X)fc thelc proceedings by force, you w ill, by the ■ 
favour o f  G o d , ch allize  them. Y o u  w ill alfo be carefiul, as m uch as hiay be, not 
to let the negotiation fpiu out to a length o f  time, and prevent the ill c ffe d s  o f  
their bad intentions, that the Circar may have it’s own again.

Cdftfidcring their obftinacy and deafnefs to all advice, it was not neceflary to 
pay them  the fum in queftion, for I have been at the utmoft pains and trouble to

pre-
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preferve the country peaceable and undifhirbed; but thefe have been at the bottom  
o f  the interruption it has undergone, and have in fa ct been tbe ruin o f the Rt^'oh 
and bis fam ily: how ever, with refj>eft to  the ancient triendfliip o f  the D u tch  
N ation , it is "^bfolutely incum bent on me and you to g iv e  them w hat is their 
due, and redeem the d iftrifts, papers, & c . w hich TM jaujee has given  them .

D o  not let a variety o f  affairs be a load upon your m in d ; fubjetftion and 
dominion have each their appointed time. In the time o f  m y honoured father (to  
w hom  G o d  be m e rc ifu l!) 1 was ordered on the expedition to the Balaghaut and 
Payenghaut, and have fince reaped the fruits o f  that paternal difciplinc. B y the 
favour o f  H eaven , and the a d iv ity  o f  m y beft friends the En^lWh, I truft this 
is the time o f  3'our attaining a know ledge o f  affairs, and o f  having your diligence 
p u t to the trial.

From the Nabob to M r. Jobnfon, a Member o f the Board o f Negetpainanif dated
OSlokr, 17 7 3 .

T h e  Arruzdafhts you fent me, dated at noon the a id  inftant, advifing me that 
yo u rfe lf and the C hiefs o f  P u llicat and Sadras were deputed to me from  the G o
vernor o f  N egapatnam , but that you could not a tp rd e n t treat o f  a n yth in g  c lfe io  
particular, as you had not as yet received orders for that purpofe from  N egapatnam , 
h avin g  fet o u t in hafte for this place on account o f  the approach o f  the rainy feafon,
I  have received and perufed. It is now a m onth and nine days that, b y  the favour 
o f  G o d , the fort o f  Tanjore has been taken, and all this tim e has elapfed in cx - 
pcftation o f  D eputies from  N egap atn am : fincc, notwithftanding the many letters 
t  have received from thence, not a word has been faid about g iv in g  up the diftrifts 
o f  the C ircar that depend upon Tanjore, 1 havtf been neceffitated to  fend orders to  
jtTjy Son Um m eer-ul-O m rah Behaudcr, to march from  T anjore to T riva lo re , and 
thencc fend a meffage to the G overnor about reftoring the diftrifts he had taken 
pofleffion o f ;  and though m y Son has been arrived there more than fifteen days, 
and has fent V a ck e tls  and a variety o f  m effages, he has yet received no fatisfadory 
reply. N o w  that they have difpatched you hither, it is evident from  what you 
w rite that they have not given you any power to a ft  j and as you are apprehenfive 
o f  the breaking in o f  the rains, I alfo, who have an army under m y Son in the 
field, Ihining in arms and coftly accoutrements, am apprehenfive ot a change o f  
w eattier; which has induced me to write to m y Son, that he leave T rivalore, and, 
b y  the favour o f  the M oft H ig h , go  to N agore, w hich is a ftep nearer to N egap at- 
nam , in order to regulate the lands o f  the Circar.

T h e  inftances o f  frifndlh ip  that have been interchanged between the D utch  N a 
tion and m yfelf have o f  old been num erous; but the prefent tranfadion fpeaks 
for itfclf. T h e  money w hich really and fairly they have lent to the Rajah o a  
jew els and land, I have confented to re p a y ; and furely then any further delay in 
g iv in g  up the d iftrid s they had taken pofleffion o f in the T an jore country is u tterly  
unrcalonablc, and contrary to the modes o f  fricndlhip. M y Son has thcreforip fu ll
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powOTs.Oo ;rc»tjm(d to a ^ a c  ffbOMCtb^f>3ymen« of, the .money f  yo u  w W 'TtM ffbre 
d o w c il  toi-uvt/p, .ind.vYaii,uj)oo cfiy Son .«t canip} fending word at, che> f;tti|i? tinte 
to <hc G overnor o f  J'fcgaparnam , cbatr^je withdraw bis hands from  the,diflrKfbs yi 

.aucftion, a r 4  rtrur^i the papers whieb-ha piade T u liau jee  fign at-c îis pJeafore, * t  
the /40 i£, UiTw: th«t  ̂ he abide by.jh^ eilaWillveJ, r«fguJation8;;-,that he eijtkanfow 
jncrcaft th^.fi>nner umon that fubfuied betvvecn u(>, ioid ftudy to attai^i ^my favour 
god good w ill. .

iv

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  M onday, 25th Ofb^faer, 17 7  \<

P  R  E  S E  N  T ,  n 

A lexander W yn ch  E fquire, G overnor, Prefidcnt-

John Sm ith  H enry Brooke * ^
Charles Smith Sam uel Johnfon ..
John M axw ell Stone td w a rd  Stracey t

Edw ard C otsford.

T H E  Prefidcnt lays befor« the Board a letter w hich was ycfterday rcceivod froin  
jQenerai Sm ith, encloling cop y o f  a letter to him  from  U m raeer-ul-O iiirah, Hi# re
p ly , and a  proteft againft him , as Com m ander in C h ie f o f  the Com pany’s forces, by 

• th e  G overnor and C o u n cil o f  N cgapatnani.

^^TeM>e Uonourable Alexander Wynch Efattire, Treftdmt and Governor^ £j?r. tloanciiiof
F o rtS t.G eo rg f. '

H onourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A D  the honour to  addrefs you on the i8 th  inftant, advifing that the D u tch  
r o t  only rejcA ed every am icable propofal made to them  by U m m eer-ol-O m rah 
Behaatiet, but refufcd to rteat w iA  him on any terms whatever. O n the 1 9th, U m - 
m pfrrul-O.'nrah having then halted eightdays within three milei»<»f the countri&s lately 
bM)rt^ifig to th i Rajah o f  T anjore, and now claim ed by the D u te h ; fi.id in ^ alfo  
his Vackeels w erefent back, and that they abfolutely refufcd to deliver up the lands, 
or to fettle matters with him •, he made a form al requifition o f  the C om p an y’s troopi 
from  me. to aJfift to put him in poffeffion o f  thofe diftri(^s, a tranflaiion o f  w hich I  
hav€ the honbur to fend you enclofed, w ith m y reply thereto. J ai ĵ very tenfib le 
how  dlfagreeable it muft be to your H onour, & c. to afTift H is  H ighnefs with the 

'C o m p a n y ’s  troops againft a European Pow er, even in fupport p f  his affairs ip jh c  
r.C irn atick ; yet I found m yfelf under the ncce/Tity o f  rendering his Son the ainftante 
'-he required, as all modes o f  fettling between him and the D u tch  by treaty were r^- 
- fu f t d ; -ihe neceffary orders w trc therefore ifliied, and, in confequencc ^ f  your in- 
-ftru<itions o f  the 29th vUtimo, the troops m arched this m orning and encami)ed at 

N a g o rt. . , , , - •
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r«?rci'al'guards‘Helongmg to th f B u ic h  retired fVotn tW ir itatibnn ¥o fhe r|l-  
l ig e  o fC h ic k u h  their old boundary. A t  N aj^ re  were pofted abot)t frV m ry Etjrdptfafe 
and near an hLHKiretl tMaiays, T o p affes. snd Sepoys, Ifmmeer-uUOrtira'h had 
vanced at the * e t d  o i  b party o f  his Father’s troops, confiflrtng o f  two trooiis o f  Wa<* 
gre»adi«r&, eigh t com panies o f  S fp o y i, and (oinc ligh t field pJec«s;'the tw o rfg im d its  
o f  W ackeavaky^oH owed in tin; regrt he advatnccd towards the D u tch ; w i which thrtr 
Com m andant wpnt up to him , delivered him a proteft, and retired with th e p a rty te  
N eg a  piunnin; U;nm (jer-ul-Om rah then marched into N agore, took down the 
D utch  coVours, and hoiflerJ his Father’s. A t  this time I was a long way behind with 
the Com pany’s troops, and when they cam e up a confidcrable time afterwards, the 
N a b o b ’s troops were in poffcfGon o f  the place, his colours flyin g, and the D u tch  
had retired to N cgapatnam  w ithout a Ihot being fired on either fide.

T h e  G overn or V an  Vlilllngen and his Council have thought proper to fend me 
a proteft in D utch  and E n g h fli; I. h are  now the honour to fend you a copy o f  the 
latter as well as it can be nnade our, th e  original being fcarcely Jegible* a copy o f  
the form er fliitll be fent to your H on ou r, & c .  to-njorrow.

T w o  Gentlemen frotii the fort are rom e to cam p to wait on Um m eer-uN Om rah* 
I  wifli matters m ay yet he accojnm odated ; though I am perfuadcd the D u tch  wouW  
not.have g iv tn  up  thcfc d illr id s  on any terms had the a in iy  remained at T rivn iore.

It is abfolutely neceflar^^ for the prefervatvon o f  the troops, that they fhould b e 
cantened wiihtnit iofs o f  tim e, and yeur orders on that head w ill be nfceflary by re
turn a( the, Tappal^ i f  they are to remain here Pandals m uft be built for the 
Ki'iVopeanS, whWh w ill not be a great expenfe, as there arrf abundance o f material* 
on the fpot.

I  have the honour to be with rcfp ed ,
«

H onourable Sir and Sirs,

Y o u r  m oft obedient Tervanf,
C am p  near N .igore,
2 * it  O dtober, 17 7 3 . J O S E P H  S M I T H .

TranJItjtion of a Letter front Ummeer-uUOmrah Behauder to Brigadier-General Smith, 
d^ted Shaahan 2d, Hegira, 1* 8 7 , \i)th OSiober, 17 73 .

E V E R  fince the com m encem ent o f  theTanjore expedition, every in forn iation lrccei- 
ved refpe^ting the affiitance given by the D utch to the Ra)ah, ir> fupplying him with 
m ilitary ftores, m oney, & c. filling him wirh hopes o f  a fupfily o f  troous, as alfo taking 
intorhftir poffeffion N agore, and feveral villages, the moft fruitfu l 01 any in th e  T a n - 
jore country, I alwaye com m unicated to you. N ay you yourfelf w erefo  fcnfible ?>f the 
afliftance by the D u tch  to the R ajah, that you not only m entioned it to  m e,

" but



bur alfo wrote to the N a b o b  to  p u t a ftop to it , b y  w riting m a frietHJIf marrfier to 
the D utch ; upon w iiid i the N abob dilpatchcd U b m u r k h a n  Bchaudcr on board 
one o f  the K in g ’s (hips with a friendly letter to the G overnor o f  N egap atn tm , de- 
firing him not to affilt the Rajah, for that he was tributary to-him. T 4ie G overnor, in 
Jiis anfwer o f  the ip th  Jam adupam y, aUures the N abob that they lhall never deviate 
from the friendly fo o tin g  they were always upon, or com m it an a ft  that m ight rc- 

itard th e fa cce fs  o f  the C ircar. Is it f r o m lh d c  m otives tiiey tHiAed the Rajah* aiHi 
which affittance they never withdrew 'till T anjore fell > as a lfb tak irtg  unjuftifiably 
<h« Rajah’s country, who w ithout the N a b o b ’s know ledge has ryot power o f  felling 
i t ; for he is Sovereign, not only o f  him , but o f  his country: befides this, they have 
never yet fulfilled even one o f  the conditions by w hich they held the lands. T h e  
arrival o f  the D u tch  fhips in fo (hort a time from  C olom b o, filled with foldicrs and 
M alays, demonftrates in a very plain manner, that had Tanjore held out fifteen days 
lo n w r, they would have fent foldiers to the R ajah ’s afliftance. U pon the conqueft 
o f  Tanjore, the N ab ob  received, as is ufual, the congratulations o f  the French and 
D a n e s; but the D u tch  never wrote him  ’ till twenty days after, nay not until they 
heard the arm y was m arching towards th e m : they have alfo during, and aftxir the 
fiege, given proteftion to  different people o f  the R a ja h ; not only them , but their goods 
and fem ilies; a ll thefe circum ftances are well known to every body. T h e  N ab o b , 
who through Providence is Subahdar o f  the C arnatick, has ever found it neceH'ary, 
fo r the fake o f  peace in this coun try, as well as for the fupport o f  his own autho> 
rity and good name, that for the execution o f  every bufmefs for the peace and tran
q u illity  or the Carnatick, to l iy ' it before the G overnor and C ouncil o f  M adras, and 
from  \yhich he has never deviated. T h e  bufmefs o f the D utch now before us he 
ihas alfo wrote to them , and you in confequence have received orders to g iv e  me af- 
fiftance in fettling this matter, and putting me in polTeOlon o f  fuch lands as form erly 
belonged to the R ajah now in the hands o f  the D u tch . I have received ordere from  
the N abob to march with you to put the D utch  in the fame ftate they form erly have 
been, takin g  from  them the lands o f  the late Rajah now in their pofTtflion. Before 
w e marched from  Tanjore, I told you word for word the letter o f  the N ab o b  to ths 
G overnor o f  N egapatnam , which I fent, accom panied b y a letter o f  m y own, with the 
Am bafladors o f  the C ircar, G olam  A lly  K h in  and M ahom ed Sydee, to N egapat- 
natn j and every intelligence I  received from them (from  the time they left this) ref- 
p e d in g  the treaty with the D u tch , I from  time to tim e com m unicated it to you, and 
which you have alfo heard from  their own mouths. Since their return the N abob 
has been pltafed to fix upon me for the fettling o f  the bufmefs with the D u tch  ; 
this you know  from  his letter to the G overnor o f  N egapatnam  j whom  you m uft be 
fenfible has bchaVed to  me w ith difrefpeft, by not attending to the AmbaflTaUors fent 
by m e to  dcclarc m y authority, and to fettle the bufinefs between the D u tch  and the 
N a b o b ; and indeed the G overnor m ight have confidcred the A m bafladors as im* 
mediately from  tlje N ab ob, fince he m uft have know n m y authority, as well as from  
the letter wrote him by the N abob, as m y being here with you and (b confidcrable an 
army. Finding things thus fituated, I wrote th e  G overnor o f  N egapatnam  to fetMi 
tw o Ambafladors to me j this wais the meafure you approved, and w hich you thought 
i ^ f t  proper to  bring the bufm efs to a crifis j b u t inftead o f  this, four days n re r  
die arrival o f  oiy Am baffadors at Negapatnam > the D u tc h  fent fw o o f  their own

3 to
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to  the N ab o b . D itrtng the ftay o f  my Ambaflaciors at N egapatnam , the G o rem o r' 
sot gJF the bufinefs from  time to time j differing one dayfrom  what he had (aid the d a y  
>efore, and w ifhm g to  retard matters by lofe o f  tim e; and yet at the fame tim eihew in g, 

(b y  puttin g th tf'^ rt o f  N egapatnam  in a ftate o f  defence, clearing the plain about 
it, receiving daily fupplies o f  foldiers, M alays, and military ftotes, the inhabi
tants leaving the place, and ftill continuing to refufe to fettle with m y A m b afla- 
dors refp efting thetr lawful demands o f  the lands, and thofe o f  the D ntch  for 
moBey given to the R ajah , to e ffc d  which I was frnt here by the N abob) that 
he did not mean to  fettle the bufinefs am icably : thefe circum ftances induced 

• m e to recall m y Am baffadors, and from  whom  you have heard thele circum ftances 
fince their return. Y o u  and m yfelf, w ho are now herew ith a large arm y, at a very 
conliderableexpenle, and at a feafon o f  the year when the approaching rains threatei\ 
us every hour, and ftiould they com e, m uft entirely put a ftop to the bufinefs > 
fince fuch is our fituation, I murt beg leave to requeft (and I am inclined to think 
in y  requeft fu ll o f  propriety  ̂ that you w ill w ithout lofs o f  time g iv e  me that af- 
fiftartte which the G overnor aod Council have wrote you, by putting n\e in pof- 
fcffion o f  the lands now in queftion, and now in the hands o f  the D u t c h f i n c e  I 
find, from  the dift'erent intercourles m y Am baffadors have had with theG overnor of 
N egapatnam , as alfo from  his letter to m e, w hich you arc acquainted with that 
matters arc not lik e ly  to  be fettled am icably.

W h a t can 1 fay m ore ?

A  true Tranllation, John Redhead, Perfian Interpreter.

Tranjlation of a Letter from Brigadier-Gfneral Smith to Ummeer-ul-Omrab Bebmdefy 
dated, Shaaban zd, Hegyrat 1 1 8 7 , i^ ib  OBober, 17 73 .

I  H A V E  received your letter on the fu b jeft o f  the bufinefs w ith  the D u tch , 
and in which you requeft that affiftance from  the C om pany’s troops ordered you  
b y  the G overn or and C o u n cil. It was m y particular w ilh  to fee this bufinefs 
fettlfcd am icably on both fides, andi indeed I th ink it w ould have been m uch 
b e tte r ; how ever, fince you think there is no poflibility o f  it,. I am ready to  g iv e  
you that aflirtance you  require. 1 alfo received your letter re lp e d in g  the Lafcars, 
and as yon fuppofe that the difcharge o f  them  at this tim e m ay be attended w ith 
bad confequences, from  their being entertained by the D u tch , I fhall n o td ifch argc  
them . W h a t can I fay m ore ?

A  true T ranflatlon , John R edhead, Perfian Interpreter.

Rttnier Van Vltjfingen, Governor and DireBor on behalf o f the General United Netherlands 
Eafl-India Compat^ at the Coafl o f Coroffiandel, together with the Council at Nega
patnam,

To Gennal Jnfeph Smith Efquire, Brigadier-Gtneral, and Commander in. Q A ef o f the 
Troops o f the Ho>temable I^jl-India Compat^ o f England at thi Coafl o f Cmonuiitdel.

w h e r e a s  the Sovereign o f  thefe C arnatick L o w  Countries, H is  H ighnefs the 
Subah M ah6m cd A lly  K han, and his fccond Son, H is  E xccllen cy  U m m eeM iU

*5 C Omrah,
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Oinjah,M»«lrr-u>«]VIulk;, H atch ics.M acbam aioe, M oom : W a r c ]ia m v ^ .o i» y <50 
aflillcd with your tro^M ^in beh alf o f  the Eatt-lntiia Gontpaniy o f  Englandv and 
being aJlied w «li him in conquering the KingtUMix o f  Tatijore, to the g rc a rd t^ re - 
judice o f  all otlu.T E iuopean nations, uJjo o f  late time have pea%.«bly refuioJ in 
the kixjgdaro, anti p.-.rticularly o f  the D u tch  hlafl-India Com pnnj', wh«reas me
naced us b.y their letters delivered to us by their A«vbafladors, RehcmH«.n A lly  
Khan and, Sydet K han, on foundation o f  the m oft unixialbnable ami ungrounded prc^ 
tenfions, w ith a form al war-, and notwichftaailing a ll our jiift  dfmonflrratidni- and 
reprefentations againft it, aud the deputation o f  three Ambaffad«rs» to M adras on  
behalf o f  the Netherlands Com pany with H is  Highrtefs the Subah himfetfi thepe 
are how ever real hoftiliues com m itted b y tlic troops o£ H is  EjcceHency W ad cr-u i- 
M u lk  in the Com pany’s pollcflions, as w ell by p u llin g  down by force  the C o m 
pany’s flag  iu the village o f  A diam angalore, though it was thrown cjown afterwBKla 
b y  night time in five C om pany’s bounds, ai>d confequently bn m gh t back j ami-as 
by^dfnouncing the form s and figns o f  acquired pofleflTion in different other places 
reforting under the NethcirUnds E aft-India Com pany, together w-ith your remain
ing in pcrfon with your troops in their Highnef&^’s arm y, command«<i by H is E x 
cellency M ader-u l-M u lk, vvhich is encam ped a tT riv a lo re , and cocrfcqnently pofled 
near our bounds, and ready to invade the Com pany’s pofleffions, where tne force 
o f  the Subah,. as well as your own, are daily reinforcing with troops, guns, and 
other ammunition,, not only, but where every thing is brought on w hat m ay 
ferve a'real fiege o f  a fortification,^ whereby they are confcquently really affiftcd by 
you in their intended hortility. againft the D utch C o m p a n y : As  this jo im n g their 
H ighnefs’s, and the daily reinforcing your troops, (though the inftruftion be not 
really to affift them , which we are ignorant .o f)  m ay Iwwever be looked upon as, 
and wrote nothing elfe, but ro affift them ii> their unjufl pretenfions on the N eth er
lands Com pany, and to conftrain us i f  p o ffib k  (liow  unreafonable foever) tn ron- 
fent to  them ; not to mention that it is generally kno-wn and undeniable a matter, 
thattl>cy can g e t  no guns and otliec atumuoitipn but wii^, they hav? froip  your 
nation i all which doings are im m ediately repugnant w ith the clofc friendftips 
anti alliances fubfifting between H is Britifla M ;ijcfty and the H ia h  and jVlighty 
L ords, the States G eneral o f  the Free U nited  Provinces, againft all rules o f  war, 
contrary to the contents o f  the treaties and covenants fucceflively c p jit r ^ e d  .be
tween tfie tw o nations, and particularly againft tl^e fccrct article datt^ 19th Fa^ 
bruary 1673-4, agreed on at W eftm infter, anĉ  ratified the 6th February 1 7 1 5 - 1 ^ ,  
exprelTing in general and relative to the p rrk o t .fu b je d  as foll9w s, vî _.̂  “  N one 
“  o f  the faid parties ftiall be allowed that their fubjcdtS or Inhabitahts g ive  any- 
“  .afliftance or counfcl, or grant any favour, dired;ly or indifedUy^-either UyJ^a, 
“  land, or any fwect water 1 it, will neither be allpwed that th c if  people llipuld  

afilH' the enem y with fhips, foldiers, provifinns, m oney, am m unition, or aji,y 
“  other things which may ferve a w a r f o r b i d d i n g  expreffively in i-articiilar all 
afTillance whatever to the enemy o f  one or both co ven an ts; w hich fliould more- 
efpeciiiUy be taken jiodce o f  here, as both nations agrpe wtlth rei^<Sl to the im
portant and prinupal point o f  huiM n life and nwrmers, v iz , the,pure.aed;y|iUj5- 
filed rcl'gion; and one o f  thc;p, i f  the D u tch  be attacked by a Mahometa,n P rincci, 
b y  whic^h doing, and in your own perfon, Qr in thofe who m ight have authorized 

. you  hereto,, the whole nation deftroy and annihilate the aforefaid treaties, and b y
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tbift ^ .fellw jnaew v in the lik e  m»nncr u> thefe cou n trks, oorwnence to 
public w r ,  whUft i,he afiarefaiU Sovereigns in E urope eajoy pcrfciit pcscc arid 
tx^nquiility^ and follpw  nothing «Ue but ithc fsicrcd obfervaiicc o f  tlic laid, cove
nants. It ijs that w e, who rcprefcnt in thcfe countries tlio body o f  the
Governfivent, io Uie name and on b eh alf o f  the H ig h  and M igh ty . L ord s, the 
StatAs G eneral jqf the F re e  U nited  Provinces o f  the Netherlands, the H b n p u ra b k  
D ire^ ors, o f  our C om pany, tlw  H onourable H ig h  R egcncy at Batavia, protcft in 
th)?, m oft earncft.ipannier ag^inft rhofe doings, leavin g all Ioffes, damages, and 
other p ftju d ices, already peluked, and which may in fu tu re  rcfulc from them , with 
the confcqMcnces and particulars acceflary to them , d ircftly  and in diredly, to  yo u r 
charge an<i a<;cour«i or o f  thoTe w ha m ig h t have autliorized you hereto, and in  
tl« ir  perf(^9, as being the only a»d real caufc thereof, to th« charge and acoounc 
ofithe wbgltf, nation?',i for we ImjU ourfclves, and, in our perfons, the wh<?kination,- 
ci)tir«iy oy(c,pf £s*ik : an d  vwo hjive given nat the leafl occalion, to  it, but muci* 
m ore to uffift us in a cafe as th is ; with rtfprd: to which, by virtue o f  the aforelaid 
CQVenanjts wjf .rtferye then lio our^;lves as yet the power o f  fummons i and in tiic 

tim e we flwH not om it to reprcfcnc thcfe doings to our Sovercigi>s.

G iven  in the F ort o f  N egapatnam , on the C oaft o f  Corom andel, 
in the Eaft-Indies, the aoth O d o b c r , 17 7 3 . »

1','

Tranflated by Jacob A d o  Dennient.

A  true cop y, T h om as P arkifon, Secretary.

K,ead. letter from  the N a l» b , dated 2 3 d * , with a copy o f  a Icttei; frp-Ti, 
D utch  D eputy on his road to this place trom N egapatniun.

R ead jiKew ife a letter f  from the N abob, wixh a copy o f  a letter fron\ his Ton Um<i 
m eer-ul-Om rah, g iv in g  an account o f  the march o f  the arm y, and the taking poflcl- 
fiwn o f  N..g;^<ie and the other diftrids.

T h e  Prefident reports, that until m atters are finally adjufted with the D utch at 
N egapatnam , the N abob has requefted that the troops may be cantoned at N ago re, 
and that he will fend orders to his fon to provide proper accommodations for the 
Officer* and men during.lb© rains»

<

' O r d e r e d , T h at the troops be kf^pt together for the prefent in confequencf o f  the 
N abob ’s requelt, and that the rKiceilary dire£tion» be imm ediately fepi to Generals 
Sm ith.

 ̂ A s  the Board wifh to obtain the fentiments o f  General Sm ith in the diftribution 
o f  the troop* after the rain*, it is agreed that he he defired to repain to the P r e -  
fittenoy, if his prefence with the army for the prcfcnt can be difpenfcd with.

• Vide pflge 1*75. t 1286.
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T h e  following letter is accordingly difpatchcd 10 G eneral Sm ith J :

To Jofeph Smith Efquire, Brigadia -General, and Commanding Officer o f the Troop on
the Coaji

S I R ,

W  E  have received your letter o f  the z i f l  from N tg o r c , and are well pleafcd to 
hear that the N a b o b ’s Ton has taken pofTcffion o f  that place, and the other d illrifts  
lately occupied by the D utch in the territories o f  T anjorc, wiihGut lofs, and w ith
out being com pelled to proceed to hodilities.

T h e  N abob having requefted that the troops may be all kept together at N ago re , 
until his affairs w ith ihe D utch are finally adjuftcd, you  w ill be pleafcd to canton 
them  th e re } and the N ab o b  has wrote to his (on to fuppiy the neceflary materials 
for erofling fuch Pandals as you fhall think requifite lor accom m odating the troops, 

Iknd to allot houfes for quartering tiic officers.

I f  your prefence is notneceflary to the fouthw ard, we (hall be glad to fee you at 
the Prefidency, in order to have your fentimenrs on rhe diftribution o f  the troops, 
leavin g the comm and o f  the arm y with the next ofBcer in rank.

W e  are, S r ,

Y o u r  m oft obedient h u m b k  fervants,
F ort St. G eorge,

2 5 th O fto b e r , 1773. AR. W Y N C H ,  & c . C ouncil,

R E A D  a letter from  the N ab o b , en d o fin g  copy o f  one he has w rote to  the G e 
neral o f  B au via , com plaining o f  the condu£t o f  the D u tch  G overnm ent ac N e -  
gapatoam .

From the Nabob o f the Carnatick to Governor ff^ncb, dated 26th OSlober, 1773.

E N C L O S E D  I fend to you a copy o f  a  len er I have wrote to the Governor-General 
' o f  Batavia.

W h a t can I fay m ore f

From the Nab<A to the Governor-General o f Bataviat dated ^th October^ x 77 3 ,

H A V I N G  learnt thatCajptain P ig o u , Com m ander o f  the H un tin gd on , is bound 
fo r Batavia, m y friendfhip for you induced me to lay hold on the opportunity o f  
w riting to you on the fu b je d  o f  your concerns in this co u n try ; and I dare fay, that 
«A m akin g you acquainted with them , your difcernm ent isfuch, that you w ill know

4: Thelaft jtaragnph o f tU t letter U onstted, it beinf foreign to tke fubj«(5U
i m m c -
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ifTimediateljP?»ow to redlify whatever has happentd a m ifs; and that you w ill apply 
yo u rfe lfto  tiic confirming? andeftablirtiingthe friendfliip between us, which the im 
proper conduft of your G overnor at N cgapatnani had well nigh put for ever a ter
m ination to.

It  is not eonfi^vnt ’with my dignity to fet about frov'mg my right o f domimon over the 
iingdom oflanjore \ it is fufficient to obferve thus nracl), that the flourilhing ftate 
and extent o f  that country depended upon m y p’ sal'ure *, that the R,yah, by the 
treaty o f peace  ̂ was my tributary, cind,iy aright of oldfianding, was my fuhJeSl: agree
able to w hich, the forces o f  Tanjore, in the time o f  Pcrtaupa Sing, accompanied mjr 
arm y to the fiege o f  M adura ; ami Ttdjaujee, the late depofed Rajah, 'ufas obliged to f c n i  
his forces under my orders 'H'beti I  was at war with the Regent nf My fore. Seeing then that 
the forccs o f  Tanjore were under my orders, and that th ecoun tiy  was tributary to me, 
furely it was the utmoft ignorance in your Governor o f  N egnpainam , to imagine that 
I fhould ever confent to the meafures he puriucd, in feducing the Rajah from his obe
dience, and aiding him in a war with m e, and at the fame time in Iclzing him felf a 
part o f that country which was to reim burfe my extraordinary expenfcs in the war, 
and reward my army for the labour they had undergone, without refciiting fuch un
warrantable proceedings; for indeed your faid Governor, in order to enable my tri
butary to carry on a war againft me, has aflifted him with monev, ammunition, and 
men likew ife, without my perminion ; end ju jl as the fort o f ‘Tanjore was about to 
be given up, has pur chafed lands  ̂ and procured Saneds fo r  them, without even performing 
the conditions agreed on with the Rajah. N a y , if  all the G overnor’s proceedings be 
exam ined into, it will be found, that between him and thefervants o f  the Rajah lom c 
chicanery has been pradlifed, by which the money that the Rajah fo earnejily requtjled 
never came to his hand. Tu ljauiee’ s m ifconduft brought me to a refolution o f  lend
in g  an army againlt him j by the favour o f  G o d , conqueft declared for me ; the fort 
o f Tanjore was taken by aflault, the Rajah fell into m y hands, the whole country 
becam e fu b jeft to m y authority, and all the European Pov>ers, within the verge o f my 
command, fent me congratulations on the conqueft 1 had made , your G overnor o f  
N egapatnam  alone forgot to pay me the com plim ent, but remained in poffeflion o f  
thole diftridts which made a part o f  my dom inion, and which 1 could not by any 
means feparate from  the reft o f  my Circar. A s  foon as m y arm y appeared before 
T an jo re , m y friendfliip for your N ation led m e to fend M a io m ed  E braur 
K han Behaudcr as m y AmbafTador to the G overnor o f  N egapatnam  ; which A m - 
baflador I fent in a fiiip o f  war o f  the K in g  o f  E ngland, who is m y friend and ally, 
in order to treat with your Governor, i f  by any means I m ight eftablifli the friendfliip 
i lu t  IS between us, and reftrain him from  en gagin g  himfelf in tranfaftions that would 
p ro vea  canfe o f  difturbance to the peace o f the Carnaiick ; all which, on the arrival 
o f  m y AmbafTador, he fairly promifed and agreed to ; but he thought b e ttcro fit, and 
loft his underftanding. Im m ediately on the taking o f  Tanjore I fent another A m - 
baftador, from  amicable m otives and intentions, and particularly for the fake o f  paying 
the whole fi.m which truly and juftly fliould remain due from  T u lja u jec  to your 
Com pany, on condition that thofe diftricts fhould be reftored ; but they com m itted 
m y counfel to the wi^ids, and in hopes that they m ight be able to procraftinate ’ till 
the breaking in o f  the rains, when my army w ould be obliged to leave the diftrifts,

15 D  they
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they put o ff  the bufinefs with contwiucd delayi. W h en  however I pqjwtfved that 
my rank and dignity would be injured b y  fuch unworthy proceedings, I  fent nijr 
Son U m m eer-ul-O m rah Behauder orders to march with the army under hi*com <nand, 
in order for a difplay o f that power which the M o ft H ig h  had put into my hands, for 
the p urp ofeof puttm g in executiooi thofc friendly and equitable meafures w hich I 
to m uch  defirfd T o p u rfu ci and J-ieaven itiju ftice granted m e fucceft ;  for Naigore 
aod it’s dependent diftrifts fell into my hands w ithout a drop o f  blood being fpilt, as 
iudced I had given d rift orders to the Com m ander o f  m y troops not to touch aa  
hair d f the head o f  (uch as fhould retreat w ithout oppofm on.

By the favour of God, I  am Lord of the whole CarnaLick, c f  which Tanjore is  a part 
and the Kings o f Great Britain and France, by the i  Uh article <?/ the T^eaty o f Faris^ 
tave hound th m jeh ej to prefirveit in tranqiiillity in my hands', notwithllanding w hich  
J am flill dciirous o f  fettling this m atter with your nation In a friendly m anner, be-, 
caufe I am Jiot w illing to attribute to the whole the bad adtions o f  one individual. 
Y ourdifccrn m en t and reflexion will foon convince you , t lu t  you could not be pofl'ef- 
fors o f  thofc dillridts. A  t the fame tim e, though it be not abfolutely neceflary that I 
lhould.pay the money lent 10 the R ajah , yet on this occafjon alfo  I  am ready to fet 
afideuhe r ig lit o f  conquefl:, and fatisfy whatever jufl: dem ands yo u r G overnor o f  
N egapatnam  may have upon the R a ja h ; how ever I muft alfo .give £omc confide- 
ration to m y extraordinary expenfe in keep in g  an arm y in the field, and o f  courfe it: 
btcoiiies necelTary for me to be preflingly im portsnate for th e fending b ack .thole 
troops which your G overnor of N egapatnam  has brought into the country. T h e  
performance o f  thefe conditions alone will preferve a m utual friendlbip between u<!̂  
and my good w ill towards your nation^ in p rocurin g an uninterrupted commerce^ 
and die poflcffion o f  your accuftom ed rights and privileges, ivill be a perpetual 
f*rfurce o f  profperity and wealth. B u t to your G overnor o f  N egapatnam  1 h av s  
given a warning, that from  the im propriety o f  his conduft he had nothing to ex- 
pc(ft, but that my country fliould be ever Ihut up from  him , and his com m erce and 
feaports o f  c-ourlie be ruined ; and that every profit which his nation had Jiitherto. 
reaped, from  Cajne Com orin to the river K illn ah , w ould by this means be put an en d  
tt)^ for that fuch confcquences m ight cafily arife from  the effefts o f  ray difpleafure. 
A n d  intleedj to Cay the truth, fuck a t laft m u ll be the end o f  a  perfeverance ia  
fuch  meaftirjcs ; and thcrcfor£ I truft, that when you have d u ly  w eighed all thefe- 
ciicum ftances, the advantages accruing from  ray friendlhip wi 1 lucurally induce, 
j o u  to ufe the ncceliary means for attaining it.

1  have no other v le w in  this explanation fhant© convince y o a  o f  m y frieftdfhip, 
and to efFe£l: that y o u  enjoy m y protedlion in your com m croial concerns# in  your 
fea-ports, and in a  continuation o f  all your ancient privileges, as w ell as that you re
ceive the amount o f  the debt d u e lo  you from  the late depoled Rajah o f  Tanjore.; nor 
do I defire any return on your parr, than a bare return o f  amity^ and that which is 

m erely  the duty o f  your people, that they c icd d le  not with the co u n try  under m y 
.authority, f  rom w hich icondud the good-w ill o f  both fides jnuJi iocreafe, and 
your Goramer.cc in the C arnatlck DouriJli .under m y  p ro te jiia a .
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I  Itave ta1cciW«ave to rccom raend Captain P igou , the Captain o f  the H u n tin g 
don , to your favourable notice, and hope you w ill ftiew him fuch marks o f  your re
gard  as it  becom cs your bencftcence to grant.

It gives me p e a t  fatisfaftion that I am enabled to inform  yo u , b y  news ju ft ar- i 
l iv e d , th »tm y fon, and the deputies from  N egap ataam , have fettled all differences 
in an am icable manner, and that they are delivering over the diftrifl:s to me. A s ■ 
fo r  the m oney th at may rem ain due from  the depofed R ajah to your peo ile, 1 fliall, 
as far as I am able, take fuch care to g ive  fatisfadlion, that the H ollai^ ers 
m ay hence forward put an entire dependence on m y friendlhip, favour, and prMec- 
tlo n ; at the fame tim e that I lhall be exceedingly glad to do m y utm oft endeavour 
fo r  the profperity-of their concerns, wherever m y power extends.

I  havefen t you a few things, o f  which I b eg  your acceptance, as an indication o f  
rn y e fte e m ; had tim e allowed, I fliould have fent fomewhat o f  more va lu e, and 
te t te r  proportioned to the regard I bear y o u ; I lhall however, pleafe G od, tranfmic 
them  p erfirft opportunity; in the mean tim e I have hope, that my having advifed 
you  o f  the above circum itances w ill be the means o f  creating a p e ife ft good under- 
itanding between us ■, and I pray H eaven, that, by a confirmation o f  friendlhip, you 
m ay  acquire thofe benefits w hich that friendlhip m uft naturally produce.

W h a t can I fay more ?

From the Nabob o f the Carnatick to Governor Wynch, dated i(ith , -and received 2^th
Odober, 17 7 3 .

1 H A V E  received your letter o f  the 20th o f  laft A u gu ft, with a copy o f  a letter 
fro m  Tuljaujjce to you, and a copy in E nglifh  o f  one from  him  to the Governor o f  
T ran q ueb ar i the contents o f  all which I obferved. I have mentioned to form er G o 
vernors, the particulars o f  the bad faith and iH co n d u d  o f  T u ljau jee, his raifing 
-of difturbances, and his interrupting the tranquillity o f  the Carnatick ; to you 
alfo 1 have mentioned the fame, in m y letters under date the 3d and 4tli o f  M a v, 
i 8 t h o f  J u n e, and 29th o f  July, 17 7 3 , b y  which you are probably acquainted 

therew ith. A s  to  what Tuljaujee has wrote him felf, or has go t others to write for 
h im , it  was-entirely at the inftigation ofSam bajee his V ack eel, who went to T r a n -  
quebar, and procured the fame to b e  wrote in the Englifh  language by the means 
o f  the G overnor there, although it is altogether without foundation, I fome tim e 
.ago feat to you copies o f  the Arruisdaflits I received from  Tu ljaujee and his -Mocher, 
cxprelTing cheir tliw k s .

S  W h a t can I fay more ?

‘ •-Li.
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From the Nabob o f the Carnatid to Qovernor Wjnc% dated zZth Off^bery 1 7 7 3 .

E N C L O S E D  I fend fo r  your information a copy o f  an A rruzdafht from  the N e- 
gapatnam  counfellors, in anfwer to m y laft letter, forbidding their com ing to me, 
and d ired in g  them to procecd to m y Son U m m ecr-u l-O m rah fiehaudcr, to  nego
tiate and fettle m atters. T h e y  kept m y cam el H ircarrah three days with them .

W h a t can I  fay m ore ?

A ’Capy x)f an Arruzdajht from the Chief o f Sadras., and M r. Johnfon, one o f  the CouncU 
a t Negapatnam., to the Nabob, dated z"]lh OSlobett 1 773.

A F T E R  a very fubm ifllve pream ble ;

T h e  23d inflant at n igh t we received o'rders from  N egapatnam  to  proceed to
wards PuHicat, to  take M r. D orm ieux the C h ie f  there with us, and then to be ho
noured by paying our refpefts at your H ighnefs’s C ourt, fu ll o f  gracioufnefs. A t  
that inftant vve were honoured with the receipt o f  your H ighnefs’s favour, w orthy o f  
refpedt and obedience, dated the 23d inftanr. Im m ediately upon the receipt o f  your 
H igh nefs’s faid favour, we confidered a great deal, and cou d find no remedy but 
th at o f  com plying with the orders o f  our Superiors, in proceeding to your H ig h -  
nefs’s C ourt to negotiate and to reprefent matters. W e  are accordingly fet off, 
and hope that the fun o f your H igh n efs ’s years, w ealth, profj)erity, grandeur, and 
refplendence, m ay ever ftiine upon the heads o f  your devoted fervants, thioujjh  the 
goodnefs o f the Creator o f  all things.

W h a t fhould we reprefent more ?

E)ctra5l  o f Proceedings o f  the Preftdent m d  Council at Fort St. George, in their Military
Department, z^th OSlober, 17 73 .

Extract o f Letter f i  om General Smith to the Preftdent and Council  ̂ dated Camp near
Nagore, 2 î th O  Bober, 17 7 J .

I A M  honoured with your letter o f  the 2 1ft inftant, d ired in g , that on the requi- 
fition o f  the N abob’s Son, U m m eer-ul-O m rah Behaudcr, I fto u ld  im m ediately 
m atch with the troops under m y comm and, and aflift him in takin g  pofleflion o f  
N ago re , and the countries lately dependent on T anjore, but now claim ed by the 
D utch.

From  what I learned on the return o f  U m m eer-ul O m rah’s V ackeels to cam p 
from  N egapatnam , I had no realon to expedl yo u rw ifh esto  fettle matters am icably 
could be brought a b o u t; and as there was no longer any bar to m y aiHfting U m - 
m eer-ul-Om rah w ith the Com pany’s troops to put him in poffelTion o f  thefe lands, 
I  nwrchcd on the 2 1ft with the arm y, and encam ped near N agore. I alfo did m y-

fc lf
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fe lf  the honour to addrefs you with an account o f  the particulafs o f  that day’s traaf- 
aSUoi^^^^i^hich y o u  will plcafc to be referred.

Enclofed I  have the honour to fend you a copy o f  th e proteft I received from  
the G overnor and C o u n cil o f  N egapatnam  wrote in D u tch } I confider it m erely 
as a form  on which they intend to found their claims  ̂ and as it is unaccom 
panied with any addrefs, and not particuli|rly againft me, I rtiall take no further 
notice o f  ir, but refer the reply ( if  any is ncccltary) to be njade by che H onour
able Board,

O n  the 22d three o f  the Co-uncil of N egapatntm  waited on U m m eer-uI-Om rah 
Bchauder, with a prefent o f  an e lep h an t; and after declarations o f  friendlhip had 
palTcd on both fides, it was agreed that they fliould renew their vifit on the 24th, 
when they returned to cam p', and I am inform ed, that whatever their Em ployers at 
hom e may think, their Reprefcntatiyes here wifh to be on friendly terms with the 
N a b o b , and now feem difpofcd to fettle matters amicably with him. T h e y  arc 
how ever very bufy putting the fort in a ftate o f  defence j fcvera! batteries towards 
the fea are ered in g , and the neceflTary precaptions taking rcfp ed in g  provifions* 
which, from  their declarations, do not feem to be neccfliM'y.

It is impoffible for me to fay what num ber o f  troop s would b e  proper to  leave 
here. T h e  D utch are conftantly brin ging fupplies o f  men from  C eylon, & c . to 
N egapatnam  i  feventy Europeans arrived there the day we cam e here 4 further 
reinforcem ents may be expected. I find alfo from  Um m eer-uI-Om rah, that he 
does not wifti to part with, a man ’ till his negotiations are finifhed, which may take 
v p  fome t im e ; and as the feafon o f  the year is fo far advanced, i f  the M onfoon 
breaks, I fear the Com pany’s troops now here m uft remain ’ till the rains are over.

I  have many reafons that prels me to be at the Prefidency, and when the troops 
are cantoned, I hope th e  H onourable Board will indulge me with their liberty to 
return  thithcF.

ExtraEi o f  Letter from the Prefident and Council at Fort William to the Prejident and 
Council at Fort St. George, dated p b  October, 17 7 3 .

W E  have received y o u r letter o f  the 20th ultim o, by the D olphin, and b e g  
leave to congratulate you on the faccefs o f  the expedition againft T a n jo re ; an event 
th a t muft ferve greatly to advance the reputation o f  the C om pany’s arms in India, 
and we truft will, In it’s confequences, tend to the Iblid advantage o f  our H onour
able M afters, as well as the credit o f  their Servants, under whofe authority this 
ircafurc was fo happily co n d u ced , and attended with fuch co m p k tc  fuccefs,
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Esflritcl o f Proceedings cjf^the Sehc't Committee at Fort St. George  ̂ zg th  OJJebery

1773 - .
. «’ •

T H E  follow ing letter from the N ab ob  h.iviag been fece^ved and frandated while 
the difpatchcs per M ercury were preparing, copy th ereof was lent a num ber in the 
packet by that conveyance.

F r m  the Nabob e f  the ‘Carnatick to Governor Wynch^ dated 2^ih, and received t'jth
O B e b e r ^  I773*

I H A V E  received your letter o f  the 7th o f  July la f t f ,  and obfervcd it’s contents. 
Y o u  tell m e, that as the orders o f  the Com pany to your G overnm ent have at all 
times iiivaiiaW y purporceii, that 1 (hould be liipported in my G overnm ent, and the 
peace and Iccurity o f  the C arnatick be maintained, you fhali readily co-operate with 
me in the prefent propofed undertaking; and for that purpofe, on the part o f  m r  
firm and true friends the C om pany, ftiall afford the ncctlTdry affiftance for the ac- 
com plifhm ent thereof: that a large army accordingly would fhortly be aflem bled 
at Trichinopoly, under the comm and o f  G eneral Sm ith, who has received inftruc- 
tions from yot;.' G overnm ent when aflem bled, and when every thing was in com 
plete readinefs, to proceed with the fame againft T a n jo re i and after it fliould be 
taken , to put my Son M ader-u l-M u!k Behauder, or any qrher perfon I may autho
rize for the purpofe, ]n pofTeffion thereof, together with the m ilitary ftores and 
c ffed s  that may be found therein : and you add, that whatever prifoners m ay be 
taken during the expedition (hall be left at my difpofal. I am at all times im- 
prefied with gratitude towards the Com pany for that conftant fupport which they 
always afford for the good and profpciity ot my affairs j to you alio I efteem m yfctf 
obliged on this account. A s  to what you write refpcA in g m y treating the pri
foners, the Rajah and his fam ily, with k in d n efs; I aniwer, that ever fince my con
nexion w iih the Com pany, you arc doubtlels acquainted with my mildnefs o f  di(i- 
pofu ion to every one, both high and lo w ; the treatment I have fhewn to the Ra
jah , and all the other prifoners taken at Tanjore, conform able to the rank o f  each, 
has probably in this country not been equalled by any Sardar. Y o u  tell m e, that 
in the conferences which paflcd between the S d c d  C om m ittee and m e, and you and 
m e, after the receipt o f  my letter refp cA in g  the three battalions in difpute, it was fet
tled, that the whole o f  the charge w hich had been incurred on their account, down 
to the end o f  laft June, (houid be paid by me to the C om pany as a prefent, and frona 
that period the charge thereof to be carried to my account in theiatne maiiner as the 
other battalions, and difcharged alfo in the fame m inner by monthly K ills. I t  is very 
true, that when I met the Seiedl Com m ittee at the Com pany’s Garden H o u lc ,th c2  7,th 
o f  laft June, as 1 found that you were m oftfteadily fixed in the affording o f  me your 
affiftance for the reduflion o f  the fort and country o f  'I anjorq, being at all times 
the C om pany’s true friend, and defirous o f  their benefit, on the condition afore
mentioned, ill order to pleafe m y friends, I verbally agreed to g iv e  as a prelent 
the amount charge o f  the three battalions in difpute until the end o f  laft June ; 
and in my letter to you  o f  the i8 th  o f  that m onth, I cxprcflcd  m y agreeing to the
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ke£pirvg up o f  thofe battalions from the commencemffnt o f  the expedition againft 
T am ssg^ in  the hope o f  the fort and country o f  that name being taiten, and both 

form er battalions being known by m y name. T h an ks be to the A l-  
itiig iity, th»t ih rovgh  ihe afliftance and kindnefs o f  the Reprefentalives o f  my beft 
friends thtr C orapany, the foct of Tanjore has been taken ; and fome diftridts o f  the 
country belonging (hereto, which the D utch , through injuftice, have poireflcd them* 
fclves of, will alio, through your favour, be recovered, and the tranquillity o f  the 
country be obtain*;d. In the fame manner as you afforded me your afliftance in the 
redudtion o f  T aiyore, you  will alfo fhew your kindnefs to me in calling theform er and 
prefent battalions by my name, which is confident witii juftice, as they are paid by 
m e ; and the fame will be cftcemed throughout the whole world as a ftronginftancc 
o f  regard between the Com pany and m e, and will a lb  be the means o f m yfelf and 
dtrfct-ndants relying upon your friendfhip. Since rhefe fen battalions o f  m y troops 
are under yonr orders, their being called by the Circar's name can m ake no diffe
rence-ir» »ny reTj)e(fl, either with regard to their difcipline, or to the emplflpying o f  
them , for ynur authority over them will remain the fame as before. T h is  money 
o f  the three dil'puted battalions, down to the end o f  laft June, which I have 
agreed to pay to the Com pany as a prefent. G overnor D u  Pre (as M r. Stracey 
can bear teftim ony) fpoke to me a b o u t; and was very defirous I fhould agree to 
the fame to be difchargcd, after the paym fnt o f  the three years’ current charges and. 
the Myl'ore m oney, fr o n y h e  beginning o f  M ay 17 72 , which 1 had confcnted to, 
and w hich, by G o d ’s bien'mg, in cafe o f  tranquillity, w ill accordingly be paid by  
the end o f  A p ril 177 5 ; but this defire o f  his, for want o f  ability, I would on no
account whatever agree to T h ro u g h  the afliftance o f  the A lm igh ty  however, the 
paym ent o f  this money to the C om pany, in cafe o f  tranquillity, fhall now com m ence 
from  the month o f  M ay 17 7 5 , to be paid in fuch K ifts as fhall then be determ ined 
on. Y o u  w ill be fo good as to fend me an account o f  the three battalions o f  Sepoys, 
from  the tim e I have agreed to the fame, in the fame manner as you* did before 
the account o f  the feven battalions, as I fhall pay the charge o f  the form er to the 
C om pany in the fame manner as I do the latter. Y o u  fay, that the orders o f  the 
Com pany to their G overnm ent have invariably purported, that I IhouJd be fup- 
ported in my G overnm ent, and that the peace and fecurity o f  the Carnatick Ihould 
be fteadily m aintained ; the C om pany them felves, and form er G overnors, have 
alfo wrote to me in the fame manner, and I am accordingly both obliged to the 
C om pan y and to their Reprefentatives for the fame ; and, through your kindnefs, 
am now defirous o f  rem oving this foolilh  bufinefs o f  the D u tch , which has not the 
lealt fhew o f  reafon in it.

ExlraSl o f Pmeedin^ f o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in thtir MiUtarf
Departmenti <x^b Octobery 17 7 3 .

T H I S  cay  was received the follow ing letter from  the C hiefs o f  P ullicat and Sa- 
dras^ and a M ertiber o f  the C ouncil at N cgapatnam .

»
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To the Honeuraile Alexander Wyncb Efquire^ Pr^/ident and Governor o f Fort St. Gex>rge. 

H onourable Sir,

B E I N G  ordered by the H onourable G overnor and C oun cil o f  N egapatnam  in 
com m ifllon to j^our Prefulency, we now g iv e  o u rfc lf the pleafure to  acquaint you, 
that we propole ourfelves the honour to-morrow in the forenooti to pay our refp«<fls 
to  you ; and requeft, in oonfequence, that you w ill be pleafed to g iv e  the necefiary 
orders, that we, as well as ou r attendants and eq uip age, may enter the town with*- 
o u t any detention.

W e  have the honour to be with a p erfe ft coiifideration. 

H onourable Sir,

Y o u r  mofl: obedient hum ble fervants,

M ootecarra C h o u ltry , P . H . D orm ieu*
29th O d o b e r , 17 7 3 . W**. Blaaukam er

H .  A .  Johnfon.

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  M o n d ay , i f t  N o vem b er, 17 7 3 .

P R E S E N T ,

A lexander W yn ch  E fquire, G overnor, Prefident.

John Sm ith H en ry Brooke
............................................  Sam uel Jobnfoa
John  M axw ell Stone Edw ard Straccy.

T H E  Prefident reports to the Board, that the C hiefs o f  P u llicat, Sadras, and a .
M em ber o f  the C ouncil at N egapatnam , w ho cam e here on a deputation from their
G overnm ent at N egapatnam  to the N ab o b , waited upon him  on Saturday m orning, 
and delivered him a letter, and the fo llow ing protcft from  the G overnor and Coun
c il  o f  N egapatnam  againft this G o vern m en t;

•

To the Honourable Alexander Wyneh Efquire, Preftdent and Governor o f Fort St, George,
and the Gentlemen o f the CouHciU

H onourable Sir and Sirs,

C H A R G E D  by the H onourable G overnor and C ouncil o f  N egapatnam  with a 
proteft addrefled to you, we now g iv e  ourfclf the honour to prelent the fame 
herewith and remain with a p erfeft confideration.

H onourable Sir and Sirs,

Y o u r  m oft obedient hum ble fervants.

Fort St. G eorge, P .  H .  D orm icux
30th O d o b er, 1 7 7 3 , W .  Blaaukarper

H . A . Johnfon.
Reyner
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Governor aiui DireSlor on behalf o f the General United Netherlands 
"’EaJl-JndtS Compar^, ai the Coajloj Coromandel, togetkh with the Council at Negapatnaniy 
to the Honourable Alexander IVynch Efqttire, Preftdent and Goz'crnor o f Fort St.. George  ̂
and the Cooji o f Giromandd, on behalf of the Ro)al Eaji-India Cotnpany o f Eugland, and 
the Council ai Fort St. George.

A S  the Sovereign o f  thcfe Carnatick L o w  Countries, H is H ighncfs the Subah 
©f the C arnatick, Mahometi A lly  K han, and his fecon dS on , H is L x -e lltn ty  U m - 
niecr-ul-O niran, M adcr-u l-M u lk, Harchics M acham adoc, M oone W archan, (w ho 
you have afFirted in conquering the K ingdom  o f  Tanjore, not only with ammuni
tion and other warlike ftores, but to the grcateft prejudice o f  all other Europeatu
N ations, w h o , on foundation o f  eflabjiflied prerogatives, o f  late time hence were 
feated in that kingdom , and particularly o f  the D utch Com pany,) have menaccd 
us, by letters delivered to us by their Am bafladors, Rehemaun A ily  I^ a n  and 
Sydee Khan, with a formal war, in foundation o f  the m oft unreafonable and lead 
founded prcccnfions •, and notwithftanding all our ju ft rcprefcntations, and the r!c- 
mutation o f  three Ambafllidors, nam ely, M ellieurs Philip  Jacob D orm icux. W il 
iam Blaaukam er, and H enry Am brofe Johnfon, to fettle matters in behalf o f  the 

D utch  Com pany w ith H is  H ighnefs the Subah him lelf, and real holtilities are 
already com m itted by tlic troops o f  H is  E xcellency M ad er-u l-M iilk , who were, in 
conjundion with your troops, amm unition, and other warlike ftores, invading 
and uiiirping on this day the Com pany’s pofllflions, acquired by lawful eruption 
from  the conquered K in g  o f  T a n jo re ; particularly N agore, where their H igh n cfs ’s 
flags are fet u p ; and they were, and are afllfted by your N ation in their enciny-like 
defigns, repugnant with the union and alliance fubfiftijig between H is Britifli M a- 
je fty  and the H ig h  and M igh ty  L o rd s, the States General o f  the free U nited 
Provinces o f  Netherland, agai'nft all rules o f  war, and in contradiftion to all the 
treaties and contiafts fucceffively made between the two nations; and par- 
ticularry tn the Sccrct A rticle  o f  the 1 reaty o f  W eftm infter, concluded February 

and confirmed on the 6 th February, 1 7 7 ^ - 7  in general and

relative-to the fubjedt before us as follow  : “  N either o f the faid parties fiiall g ive,. 
“  nor confenc that any o f their fubjecfts or inhabitants, fhall give any aid, favour, 
“  or counfel, d ired ly  or in d ired ly, by land or by fea, or on thefrefli w aters,.norlhall 
“  furnilh, nor confent that the fubjefts and inhabitants o f  their dominions and 

countries fliall furnifli any fliips, foldiers, mariners, provifions, money, in-
: er, or
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flrumencs o f  war, gunpowc any other things neceflary for m aking war, 
y , o f  any rank or condition w h a t f o e v e r i n“  to the enemies o f  the other party, 

particular forbiilding expjrdVly all affiftance wliatever to the enen ies o f  one o f  the 
coven an ters; how m uch more fo o f  allying publickly with iheir enemies, as is 
really the cafe here and with rcfpcft to which doing we have already p u b lick ly  
protcftcd againit Jofeph Smith Efqiiire, Brigadier-General o f  the forces o f  your 
Com pany on the Coaft o f  Corom andel, who underwrote the paflport he granted in 
this relation, and not as being in the Subah’s fervice. Such fhould more efpecially 
be taken notice o f  here, as both nations agree with refpedl to the important and 
principal pciijt o f  hum an life and m an ners; nam ely, the pure and undcfilcd relj-
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g lo n ; and one o f  them , whether the D utch  N  ition be afliiiled by a M ahom etan 
Prince ; by which doing, you, ;ind, in your pcrfons, the whole nation^jjA ^oy nd 
annihilate the aforcfaid T reatres; and by affiftiiig the M ahom etans in the 'like 
manner, com m encc a war in thefc countries, w liilft our Sovereigns in E urope arc 
in |>ert'ed: haniTony and peace, and ftui}y nothing lu m uch iln n  the facred oblVr- 
v a n c e ^ f  the faid T reaties. It is therefore that w e, who reprefent in thefe coiin- 
trirs the body o f  the G overnm ent, in the nam e, and on beh alf o f  the H igh  and 
M ig h ty  L ord s, the States G eneral o f  the Free U nited Provinces o f  N etherland, 
ih e H onourable D ire d o rs  o f  our Com pany, the H onourable H ig h  R egency at 
B atavia, proteft in the tnoft earncft manner againft thofe doings, h old ing y o a , as 
litin g  the real and only caufe o f  them , entirely and diredtiy re’Tponfible and ac
countable for all lolTcs, dam ages, and prejudices, already refulted, and which may in 
tim e refult from them , and the conkquences and particulars acceffar^’’ to them ; for 
w cloojc upon ourfclvts, and, in ourperfons, the whole nation, free from  ail fault, as 
having given not the leaft occafion to it, but rather to alTift us in a cafe as this is ;  
with refpeift to w hich, by virtue o f  the aforcfaid Treaties, we rclcrve then to our- 
felves tne power o f  fum m on s; and in the mean time we fhall not be wanting 
'ro g ive the ncceflary information o f  thefe doings to our Sovereigns.

F o r th ough  you m ay fom etim es pretend that the troops o f  your N atio n , w lio  
ore w ith their H igh n efs’s, are enlifted in their fervice, it  is how ever certain and 
undeniable, that they have them , as w ell as guns, am m unition, and other war
lik e  ftores, w ith w h i^  they are furnifhed, from  no body but yourfelves, and that 
this is d ire f lly  contradiftory  to all the aforcfaid confirm ed T reaties t>f the S o ve
reigns, and confeqxjcntly a form al en em y-likc  a tte m p t; for as we have already 
oblerved. G eneral Sm ith eKprefT s h im felf C om ip an d er in C h ie f  o f  the forces 
o f  y o u r C om pan y, a circum ltance w hich  in FAiropc m ay and w ill be of" confc- 
qnence.

G iven  in the F o rt o f  N egatpatn am , on th« C oaft o f  C orom andel, in the 
E aft-ln d ies , 2 iftO (fto b e r , 17 7 3 . rjii

( A  literal T ra^ flation .) J A C O B  A  D r . D  O R  M  I E  U  K .

T o  w hich tlic fo llow in g  anfwer was im m ediately returned :

Philip Jacob DormieuXf (ViUiam Blaaukamerf and H . A . Johnfittt. ^fijuUtu

G E N T L E M E N ,

O U R  P rcfidrnt has laid  before us yo u r letter o f  the 50th O flo b e r , which yoii 
delivered to him  on that d ay, accom panied w ith a protcft from  the G overnor and 
C ouncil o f  N cgapatnam  againft this G overn m en t.

W c  axe, G en tlem en ,

Your moft obedient humble fci^^^nts.
F ort S t. G eorge,

I ft N ovem ber, 17 7 3 . A « . W Y N C H ,  & c .  CounciJ.

A T
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V E  C  T  C  0  M  M  I T  T  E  E , M onday, i f t  N ovem ber, 177,5.

\  P R E S E N T ,

P E N  D I X . ,  N o .  xxvrr. .1307

■ v •̂ v  A lexander W yn cli E lqulrc, Governor, Prcficlenr,

John Smith
John M axw ell Stone.

T H E  PreCdent acquaints the Conrmnittec, that confidcring tlic great expen'c 
^tiending the arm y in their prefent pofition, the advices he had received oi' the 
arrival o f  repeated re-inforcem ents to the I)iitch , and the probability  tlierc was, 
i f  m arttrs were not fliorrJy accom m odatfd  between them and the N abob, that 
th ey  m igh t attem pt to-form  connexions either w ith the M afattas or I Jyder, 
w hich m ight in their confcquences be very >rtjiidicial bath to the intcrcAs of* 
che N abob and the C o m p an y; he, the P reficent, had waited on the N abob on 
Saturday m orniftg, as w'cll to find out the train tlie negotiation with tliem  was 
in, as the u ltim ate inrentions and refolution o f  the N abob refp ed in g  then). 
T h a t  the N abob/read to him  a letter from  UHimaun A lly  Kh&n, g iv in g  an ac- 
covjnt; o f  w hat had paffcd between his Son U m m eer-ul-O m rah, and the people 
fent b y  the D u tch  tw o or three days p reced in g; and told the Prefident, that 
th^ fucceeding day, or the day a fe r ,  lie Ihould alk his fcntim ents refpcdiing the 
tem i'n atin g  d f  the m atter w ith  them one way or the other. T h a t he, the Pre- 
f;dent, accordingly waited on the N ab o b  y e lk rd a y  m o rn in g; that the N abob ob- 
iervcd , there were but two lines to take w ith the D u tc h ; the oJie, to infift by  
(orce, i f  neceflary, on their com p lyin g  w ith his requifuions •, th e  other, to com 
p ly with w hat they directed. 1  hat w ith  regard to the m oney they dem anded, 
th ey infifted on the receipts o f  N arfingarow  and G angafavah P illa  being ih c  
ftandard for afcertaining ; but at the farr/C tim e refufed to produce thcfe perfons, 
under pretence o f  th tir  not being at N egaparnam , T h a t although, by  this m ode o f  
term inating the m atter, he knew  he Ihould be a confiderable lofer, ajid that a 
com pliance w ith their requifition m uft be attended with d ifcre d it; yet confiderin^ 
the prefent fituation o f  affairs, his inability to pay the expenfe o f  the arm y at 
this time o f  the year, and the com ing o f  the V ackeels o f  H yd er to negoriate a 
treaty, w ho in the courfe thereof, i f  they faw his forces engaged againft the 
D u tch , w ould undoubtedly take advantage o f  the fa m e ; in his opinion, it was 
b etter to  m ake up matters w ith them j and therefore, that he woiild write a letter to 
his Son in his own hand, as yefterday m orning, to conclude thebulincfs. 'I'hat this 
.'ifrernoon, he, th t Prefident, received a mclTage fiom  the N ab ob  requefling to fee 
him  ; that accordingly  he waited on him in the evening, when the N abob inform ed 
him , that he had received a letter from  his Son U nim eer-ul Om rah Behaud(‘r, 
and he found his Son's fentim ents were con form ah k to his own j that the N a 
bob then read the letter, w hich contained a particular account o f  w hat had pafTed 
lately in negotiation w ith the D u tc h , and their.det<-rmination not to  confent to two 
o f  the reqtiifitions o f  the C ir c a r ; the lefTeiiing o f  the num ber o f  tlielr troo}>s, and
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the producing o f  N arfingarow  and G angafavah P illa  ; and he then begs the N a 
bob w ould  wtfigh w ell all the confcquencfs o f  this affair, and lend him  !»-
ftruclions. T h a t after the letter w ith the papers cnclofcd were read, the N ab ob  
faid, that he m uft be a little  im re  particular t a  his. Son in anfwer thefrero than 

'h e  had been in the raorning, and Teemed fixed in tlic propriety >for the prefent at 
leaft) o f  conclu ding m atters w ith the D u tch . T h a t h aving afked h im , the Pre-i.. 
fident, w hether he did not concur in the propriety th e re o f; hCj the l^refuient^ 
exf>refTed his apprehenfion left the D u tch , feeing this conceluon on his part> 
m igh t flill  endeavour to procraJlinate the bufinefs; adding havyeva , that he^ 
the N ab o b , was the bcft ju d g e  o f  his own aftairs ; and if, as he faid, he was- 
nnable to pay tl-K; expenie o f  the troops, it was certainly proper ta  rinilh tlic 
bufinefs.

In  confequence o f  the reports w hich have prevailed o f  th e  D utch  h ayin g  lent 
a V ack eel to Poonah, it is refolved that M r. M oftyn  be advifcd thereof, and' 
tlefired to obtain the bell inform ation in his power^

A^ W y n ch  
John Sm ith 
J . M . Stone.

ExtraB o f Proceedings o f the TreftJent and Comicil at Fort St.. George j in their M ilitm y
Department, zd- Novembery. 1773^

T H I S  day the fo llow ing letter was received from  G eneral S m ith :

i o  the Honourable Alexander Wynch Efi]uire, Frefident and Governor, fsfc. Council'of
Eon St. (Jiorge.

H onourable Sir and Sirs,.

O N  the 28th inftant in the m orning I  was honoured’ with your commands o f  
the 25th refpcdting the cantonments o f  the arm y, & c . but the weather having 
threatened us with a heavy fall o f  rain, the troops were ordered to m arch into 
their qu.irccrs on the 27th in the evening,, and are accom m odated as w ell as could 
be e x p c d td ’ from  tlic nature o f  the baildings.in  general in this-country.

A t  prefent I sannot confic^er the arm y rn any other ligh t than in the f ie ld ; for 
fhould the N a b o b ’s bufinefs with the D u tch  terminate ocherwife than amica!)Iy,. 
the troops m /y be under the necefTity o f  m arching o u t o f  their cantonments at a 
m oment’s notice. I  am therefore o f  opinion the C oolies, carriage and draught cat
tle ot the arm y, h e ,  muft be co n tin u ed ; i f  difm iffcd, they cannot foon be replaced, 
perhaps not in a m onth, and we may be exceedingly diflrefled in taking the lield^ 
when the lervices o f  the troops are m oft wanted.

T h e  D utch  have forbid their people fu p p ly in g  the arm y w itff "iiny th in g , par
ticularly provifions ; C arrical and T ranquebar afford n o th in g; Cuddalorc is but

2 » poor
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a poor m a rljc t; fo that our fupplics m uft com e chiefly from  the Prefidency at a 
h p w y  e x j ^ f e ; ^nd let me add, that not a (crvant w ill ftay here w ithout cam p 

‘ " our fituation, I do not fee how the Batta can be w ith-hcld
A s to the Soldiers, i f  they are not vidtuailed, they w ill find 

fijbfift on th«ir pay. R ice  and every other article o f  provifions 
here as in cam p. Y o u  will therefore pleafe to g ive  your orders 

m atters, that they m ay be regulated accordingly.

’ he additional field expenfe o f this army is no doubt very confiderable, and it 
w ould g ive  me pleafure to point our the means o f  Icffening it but until matters 
are finally fettled between the N abob and tlie D u tch , in my hum ble opinion you  
canno^t n^ake the leall alteration regarding the troops now here.

U tnttieer-ul-O m rah  Behauder entertains very fanguine hopes that a few days 
w ill put a favourable end to his negotiation s; I hope it may ; but the Hollanders^ 
notwithftanding this, continue to bring fupplics o f  men from  C eylon and their other 
fettlem ents.

H is  H igh nefs’s t\vo regim ents o f  cavalry (excep t one grenadier troop) have 
m arched, the fiift to canton at T iiv a lo re , and the lecond is gone to M ellour in 
the M arawar country ; and Captain M anoury is on his return to M adras, agree
able to your orders.

M y  prefence in cantonments can now be difpenfed with ; I fliall therefore, in 
confequence o f  the liberty your H onour, & c . have given me, fet out in a few 
days on my return to the P refid en cy; and as this may be my laft addrefs w hile 
here, I beg leave to obferve, that the thanks o f  the H onourable Board, when 
com m unicated by me to  the troops, for their fpirited behaviour during the cam 
paign, were received in the army with the greateft farisfadlion; and 1 have no 
doubt their co n d u d  w ill meric fuch favourable notice on every future occafion.

I have the honour to be with refp cft.

H onourable Sir and Sirs,

Y o u r  m ofl obedient fervant.
H ead  Q uarters, N a go re ,

30th O ctober, 17 7 3 . J O  S E  P  H  S M I  T  H .

Extract o f Proceeditip of the Select Committee at Fort St. George, i d  November, 1773 *

Intelligence from Poonab.
*

‘ C A U S Y  P A N D A R U M , that was fent by the Rajah o f  Tanjore to requeft th e  
affiftance o f  the M arattas, is ftill ac Poonah •, R agonaut R ow  allows hitu for h i i  
expenfcs, and told him that he w ill take care o f  the R ajah ’s affairs.
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Extract o f Letter from *tho>nas Mnjlyn Efquhe, Reftdent at Poonah, to the Sek8  G m - 
mhtec at Fort St. George, dated 2bth September, 1773.

1 L A S T  addrefled your H onour, Sic. the 9th inftant, duplicate o f  which is cn* 
clofcd, and on the i8th  was favoured w-ith your’s o f  the 13th ultimo. 
turn your Pattam ars, principally to advife you, that Ragobah has w r o t e T f l y d e r ^ '^ '  
fend immediate affillance to the K in g  o f  Tanjore, in cafe M ahomed A l ly  Khan 
docs not raife the fie^e ; and I am informed his letter is accompanied with the 
offer o f  the diftrids o f  H ufcotah, Balipore, and M ud gerry,  to induce him to com 
ply with his requcfl:; a letter is alfo difpatched to M orarow Goraparah to the fa m e  
purport.

Extra£l o f Letter from the Committee to M f. Mojlyn, dated /ŝ th November, 17 7 3 .

T f  l E  D utch  at Negapatnarn having taken jiofieffion o f  N agorc  and fome- 
diftridts dependent cn Tanjore, under the pretence that they had been fold to thtni 
by the Rajah, the Nabob applied to us for the affiftance o f  the C om pany’s troops 
to enable him to dilpoflefs them. O u r  troops accordingly proceeded towards 
Nagore, and thofe belonging to the N a b o b  having advanced to that place, the 
D utch abandoned the diftrifirs in difpute on their arrival, and before our troops 
cam e in fighr. T h e  N abob is now however endeavouring to accommodate matters 
with them.

W e  are well nffured that before and during the expedition againfl: Tanjore, the 
Rajah received from the D utch fupplics o f  Tlores and ammunition ; and it is faid 
that the D utch have even fent an embafl\' to the Marattas, in order to obtain their 
affiP.ance in fupport o f  the Rajah. W e  cannot fay how far this report may be 
true, alihoiigh we think it not improbable, as they have greatly increafed their 
force at Ncgapatnam ; we therefore requcft that you will ufe your bell: endea
vours to come at the truth thereof, and advife us o f  the refolt; fince, i f  it be fo, 
it will be necefldry for us to be the more watchful o f  their views and defjgns, 
which may tend to the obtaining an influence in this part o f  India very incompa
tible with the interefts o f  our Honourable E m p lo yers .f

-j- ExtraB nf Pro:ecdlngs of the SekU Committee at Fort St. Gcorgr, \\th Januarŷ  1774.

^xtraSl of hitter fI cm Thomas Moflyn Efquire, Rrjident at Poonah, to the Sclefl Commllttc at 
Ftrt St. George, dated ibth Dc.cmher, J773.

MV laft addrefs waited on your Honour, &c. under the 19th ultimo, duplicate of which is enclofed ; 
and 1  was favcuircd ŵith your letter ot the 4th November the loth inftanr. It was impolliblc foT  me 
immediately to comply with your requcll refpcifting the report ot' the Dutch having fent an An>- 
bafiiidor hither to folicit fuLcours for the King of 1  anjorc, as 1  was under the necel'lity of dfpatching 
letters to cair.p for intelligence ; for though I was certain no pcrfon had been here, cither j'ulilitkly or 
privately, in that charadler before Ragobah lelt Poonah, yet I could not pretend to fay whether 
or no they niijjht not havu fert an Embidry to camp. However this morning I reteivfd anlwers from 
the army to the letters 1  lent away on the receipt of your commands, by which I learn no pcrfon ha*

I been there frotii the Dutch, nor is there the lealt talk of any one coming; but that a Vackcel, which 
the Rajah of Tanjorp fent to R.igobah before or during the liege, is lately arrived with prcftnts; and , 
that Chandrahbahnnjee, a brother of the Rajah’s, who cfcapcd while the Nabob was carrying the attack, 
u tjovv with Morarow Goraparah.

3 I'roiti
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T.eiter from the Nahob of the Carnatick to Gcvernor Wymb, dated 2d Novtmher, 1 7 73.

|^ [^ |p |lD  I fend you copies o f  two letters from m y Son U m merr-uI-Om rah 
Qjne dated the 30th ultimo, and received yefterday evening, the other  ̂
^  u ltim o at ten o ’clock in the morning, and received to-day ; in thcfc 
Iwed copies o f  fome letters from him to the Governor o f  N egapatnam , 

the faid Governor’s anlwers; all which 1 allb cnclofe for your in- 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / D w i n g  to the w'ant o f  rain, the crops o f  the dry grain and corn, as 

w c l la ^ ^ W g r a in  that was fowed o f  the Sumbah crop, have been loftj and fliouUl 
it now rain, it apj^ears to me it will be with difficulty that fix Annas are coliedtcd 
inftead o f  a R u p e e ;  on which account, as well as on account o f  my prc- 
lent debt, and niy endeavours to pay the debt o f  Tuljaujee to Europeans, 
ndded to the gratuity-money to the army, render it entirely ouc o f  my power to 
fupport in future the extaordinary charges. T h e  apprehcnfion alfo I am under 
from H yd er  A l ly  Khan, who, after co lled in g  his troops together, difpatchcd his 
Vackcels  to me, and the friendfhip I underftand which fubfillsTbctwcen him anti 
Ragonaut R o w  Purdhaun, give me great uneafincfs. O n the ground o f  receipts 
from  Gangafavah Pilla and Nariingarow, which they produce, but whofe 
perfons they refufe to deliver, the D utch  want an additional fum o f  rwo L acks  o f  
Pagodas, as fo much received by Tuljaujee, and their force alfo they refufe to 
leflen. I f  you approve o f  it however, for the confiderations I liave before-men- 
tioned, as an adt o f  necefTity, 1 will for the prefent drop my requifitions refp ed in g  
the above two people, and their leflcning the number of tht-ir troops, and confenc 
even to the lofs o f  the two L acks  o f  Pagodas, and fo fettle the bufinels with them ; 
but then my fears are, left our eafinefs and kindnefs in agreeing to thofe matters 
fliould add to the prefent haughtinefs o f  the D u tch .  ]n cafe however o f  their 
raifing any further troubles and difputes, and ftarting frefli difficulties, 1 think, as 
their infolence is prejudicial both to the C om pany’s and my affairs, after feeing the 
people fent by H yder A lly  Khan, by G o d ’s blefling and the affiflance o f  m y 
■friends, to retaliate their proceeding? in fiich a manner, that flwuld iht Europeans 
even , who w ere before funijhi’d, have any remaining ill-founded pretenfions in ib tir heads, 
they may lay them a fid e entirely.^ by inking the whole o f  the Dutch Settlements upon this 
Coaft, which  may be don; w ith  the gr ca tt fl eafe, and by the flopping at once o f  their trade. 
Y o u  are the reprefentative o f  my beft friends, and the (ujjport and proredor both 
o f  me and the Carnatick country, in which engagement, out o f  tJieir gicac kind
nefs and friendfhip, the King and the Company a!fu are bound: in this iiiauer be I'o 
good as to acquauK me foon what is your advice.

W h a t  can I fay more ?

Arnizdajht from  Ummaer-ul Omrah BehauJer, dated the Evening o f  the 2<̂ th Q51ober^ 
17 73 ,  and received at the Du"hari \ft November, ditto.

I H A V E  before this acquainted your Highnefs fully and explicitly with the 
circumllances o f  my negotiation with the two Members o f  Council from N c g a -  
patnam, and their having agreed to moft o f  our propofitions, and ihcir refufing to

comply
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com ply with o th ers; all this therefore I conclude your H ighncfs to be already 
apprized o f : the point is this, the tw o Gentlem en abovc-m cnrioncd eflcntially and 
ahlblutcly rcfufcd cither to fiJVrendcr Gangafavah Piiia  and N arfingarow , ortol.eflcn 
the number o f thi'ir troops ; and pcrfil>ed invariably in that declaration, m ai^ re all 
iiiy pcrlii ilior.s, mild and fcvere, and my remonttranccs on the bad confequfrBcga-  ̂
o f  their non-com pliance. 1  hey ftill pcrlevcre in a pofitive denial, and fay they 
know  not whither Gangafavah P illa  and N arfingarow  went after the taking o f R au- 
dernagor (T a n jo re ); but that they have their icceipt, agreeable to which they 
m uft be paid in fpecie, and they will then deliver up to your H ighnefs the lands 
and jew els that have been m ortgaged to them. I preflrd them  particularly clofe on 
the lubje<ft o f  dim inifhm g their fo r c e ; to which they faid thus m uch in reply, that 
this m atter refted on the w ill o f the G eneral o f  Batavia that men w ould com e 
from  thence to N egapatnam , and would thence be appointed to o th e r  fettlem ents; 
and that in thofe tw o particular points they begged to be excufed : for the reft, 
fuch as g iv in g  up the lands, and taking the m oney in lieu o f  them , and fo on, 
they were ready to 'com[)ly with our defires. \\'hen 1 (till continued preffing on' 
this head, they told me they would go to the G overnor o f  N egapatnam , and having 
acquainted him  w ith the particulars I propofed, would return in a rouple o f  
days. T h e y  went therefore, but the G overnor has not fent them agaui. O n th e 
29th inftant Chinnam a N ayer, the H ead D ubafh, w ith a confiderable C h itty  M a n , 
and M ahom ed Bauker M oonfliee, were fent hither. I defired M ahom ed A ufim  
K han B chauder, the D obbeer, Rchem aun A lly  K han, and M ahom ed Sydee, to ta lk  
with them ; who enquiring o f  them the purport o f  their m eflage, were told, th at 
the furrender o f  N arfingarow , and the dim inution o f  their force, could not be 
agre«i t o ;  that in thofe articles they begged leave to be excufed, but were ready 
to aflent to the reft. A ufim  uled various argum ents, rough and fm ooth, o f  one 
kind or other, to gain this point, but they were inflexibly  firm in their firft d e
clarations. Afterw ards Chinnam a N ayer alone came to the cham ber where I was, and 
told me foftly, that out o f  regard to the welfare o f  the C ircar, he alTured me it was 
by no means advifable for us to kind le this m atter into a flam e ; he faid this, I fup- 
pofe,fro jT i a probability  he had conceived o f  our being terrified b y  fuch cxpreffions.
I anfwered him , that, by the favour o f  H eaven, we were fo am ply fup p lied w ith  troops 
and im plem ents o f  war, that we had not the leaft rcafon to be apprehenfive o f  
co n fe q u e n cfs: that the fate o f  Pondicherry was no fecret to  the w o r ld : that 
from  a friendly and artlefs m ode o f  procedure, w c now treat in thofe m ild  
and gen tle  terms •, but were we inclined, w e could foon convin ce them  o f  the 
pow er we poflefs, by (hutting up all their fupplies, ftop ping the com m erce o f  their 
fettlemen'ts, and b rin gin g  them  in every reipcdl to the utm oft extrem ity o f  diftrefs.
T o  w hich  the D ub aiii, “  Suppofe,”  faid he, “  A  perforr fliould have co n d u c e d  
“  h in ife lf in  every other refped: w ith  becom ing propriety, but in one inftance 
“  only  lu s  been fo unhappy as to com m it a fau lt, w hat is he to do ?”  I  
rep lied , “  I f  he has done a fau lt, let him  confefs that fault and b eg  forgivenefs, 

w hich by that means furely he may* hope to  obtain . T o  fpeak  more p lain ly, do 
“  you but bring hither G angafavah  P illa  and N arfingarow , and acknow ledge the 
“  offence you have com m itted, and all ihall be excufed.”  H e  was confoun ded 
at thisj and faid it was no fau lt o f  their’ s. i he alluded to his orders, w hich  were to

dellvejr
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fuch a m cffage from  the G overnor, and he had no authority  to enter upon 
A fter this, about eight o ’clock at n ight, they took  theirleave, and returned 

H T jill'^ ap atn am . Y efterd ay  the whole day elapfed in e x p e d in g  the return o f  their 
’ ties ; at n ight I w rote the G overnor a letter, o f  w hich, and o f  his anfw er, 

'. arrived this m orn ing, I fent your H ighnefs copies enclofed, w hich need no 
')ifr com m ent. T h e  truth is, that from what the G overnor writes on the one 

hand, and w hat the D ep uties havefaid  on the other, it is evident beyond difputc 
that they w ill not confent to g ive  up G angafavah P illa  and N arfingarow , or to 
reduce the num ber o f  their fo rces: in thefe points they difcover an inexorable 
p e rtin a cy ; and from  their thrafonical geftures and confident conceits, it is plain 
they depend on the arrival o f  a marine armament •, when, i f  your H ighnefs 
fliould perfifV in thefe dem ands, they will do all they can to bring about hoftilities, 
and put forth their utm oft efforts in w arlike preparations. H ence I have thought 
it incum bent on me to reprefent matters as they appear, w itliout concealm ent or 
refcrve.

I f  then your H ighnefs fhall be pleafed to order the paym ent o f  thefum  fpecified 
in the receipts o f  G angafavah P illa  and N arfingarow  (copies o f  w hich, and o f  the 
deed o f  fale, I have already tranfm itted) by w hich the C ircar mufl; lofe about 
tw o LacTcs o f  Pagodas, and ceafc your demands concerning the delivery o f  thofe 
tw o perfons, and the dim inution o f  their force, there w ill be then good reafon 
to  exp eft the conclufion o f  a peace w ith the D utch , and the w ritings w ill be 
redeemed •, but i f  not, be plealcd only to honour me with d iftin ft orders on the 
occafion, and let the G overnor fend his in llruftions to the G eneral, that I m ay 
proceed to hoftilities and, pleafe G o d , in three or four days we Hull be in 
pofTefTion o f  the fort o f  N egapatnam . N o r is it at all inconfirtent to hope for fuch, 
lUccefs, for at prefent nothing can be more eafy than to give them a good thrajhing; 
though after two o f four months it w ill not be poUible, as they w ill becom e 
every day more and more capable o f  g iv in g  us difturbance, by the com ing o f  their 
fhips o f  war w ith am ple lupplies o f  men and (lores ; the prefent therefore is 
the only fair opportunity, more efpecially as the times feirin fraught with difordcrs, 
and the Chiefs o f  the Ilalaghaut countries are burning with refentment at the cap 
ture o f  R audern igor.-j- Y o u r  H ighnefs will be pleafed to w eigh w ell the benefits 
and advantages, as w ell as the evils and bad confequences, tJiat may b<̂  produced 
b y the circum ftances herein enum erated, and advife me o f  whatever ni.iy be 
deemed m oft conducive to the prefent and future welfare o f  the C ir c a r ; for m y 
own parr, w hatever fhall feem m oft for your H igh n efs’s intereft, w hether peace 
or war, I am equally  ready to execute your comm ands.

Letter from Utnmeer ui-Omrah Behauder to the Governor o f  Negapatnam, dated 30/i 
Oclober, or rather in the Night o f the i()th O£iober, 1773 .

Y O U  mull: have perceived, and have been thoroughly convinced, from  m y 
behaviour and declarations to your D eputies and yourlelf, that m y intention has 
been to eftablifli, to the utm oft o f  m y pow er, that friendihip and union w hich has 

t  Rauiiernagor, i.e. Tanjore—fee page 1312, line 8.
15 ^  hitherto
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hitherto fubfifled between « iy  Father and the D utch  C om pany j and I cou ld  wifli 
that you, H on ou rable Sir, w ould alfo pay a liinilar attention to that grand 
p oin f, fo as not to delay com p lyin g  w itli our reafonable dem ands, the greayji^^^i 
part o f  which you have already agreed to, and a i'mall part only remains. Y efter- 
day and to-day have elapfed in expedlation o f  n^y friends, your D eputies, w ith  
your confent to the articles required j if, out o f  regard to the long-continued 
am ity between us, you are pleafed to fend thofe G entlem en to m e to-m orrow , it 
w ill be particularly acceptable, as your am icable intentions towards us, and our’s 
towards you m ay by that means be m utually evinced, and the ancient union 
eftabliflaed; for in trutii m uch tim e has been fpent in negotiation.

T h e re  is no nccefllty for your troub lin g  yo u rfe lf in w riting a reply to t h is ; 
ynur fending the two M em bers o f  your Board with full inftruftions w ill be a 
fufficient anl'wer.

Letter from the Govirnor o f Negapatnam to Ummcer-ul-Omrah Behaudei', dated ^otb 
Odober, 17 7 3 , and received at Nagore the fame Day.

H A V I N G  conceived an hope o f  the daily increafe o f  your H ig h n cls ’s go o d  
w ill towards us, as well as o f  our being able to coincide in every th in g  w ith your 
H igh n efs’s defines, I readily aflented to the meafures propofed, and im agined our 
affairs were now draw ing to the w iihed for co n clu fio n ; but how great was m y 
aftoniflim ent, when I learnt from  the G entlem en o f  C ouncil that were deputed to  
your H ighnefs, that the delivery o f  N arfingarow  and G an gafavah  P illa  is one o f  
the conditions prefcribed us j a demand w hich, feeing as it is out o f  our pow er 
to fatisfy it, from  the departure o f  thofe perfons after the capture o f  T anjore, and 
feeing m ore efpecially that the circum ftance has already been m entioned in m y 
form er Arruzdafhi-, and fu lly  explained by our D eputies to your H igh n efs, is, I 
inuft b eg  leave, w ith all due deference, to obferve, very  unjufl:, and altogether 
unfriendly. Y o u r  H igh n efs is happy in difplaying upon all occafions a q u ick  
difcernm ent, a d e a r  apprehenfion, a love for ju ftice , gencrofity, and benevo
lence ; but this requeft neither confifts w ith reafon, nor correfponds to equity  or 
srood w ill.
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W ith  regard to the return o f  our D ep u ties, as nothing m ore can be added to  
the am ple and extenfive difcuffions they have had with your H ighnefs, and on ly  
this fpecies o f  claim  rem ains, w hich never can be gratified , I have h um bly to  
reqoelt that you w ill difmifs the rem em brance o f  thcfe circum ftances from  your 
m ind, and remain firm to that part o f  the agreem ent w hich has already been 
n eg o tb ted  between yo u rfe lf and the tw o M em bers o f  this Board j to w it, that 
the t  ircar either difchargc the am ount in fpecie, w hich is the m oft e lig ib le  
m ethod, or point out a m ode for the paym ent o f  i t ; and that w e, in confidera- 
tion thereof, deliver up the coun try, w hich I am ready to perform  w ith  the utmofl: 
alacrity and jo y . A n d  as to w hat your H ighnefs has been pleafed to  fay, that w c 
m u ftp u t Narfingarow andO angafavah P illa  into your hands, on w hich condition, and 
BO other w hatever, w ould our m atters be brought to a term ination, I have only

once



entreat, that you w ill be pleafed to pafs over the m ention o f  a circum - 
-,which it is inDpofTible for us to com ply w ith ; and h aving view ed the 
particulars w ith  an eye o f  favour and benevolence, you w ill finally deter- 

'the bufinefs in a g ita tio n ; I ftiall then difpatch the D eputies to your l  lig h -  
j>refence, as you defire.

Arruzdajht from Ummesr-ul-Omrah Behauder, dated Saturday, ^oth 0 3 ,obtr, 17 7 3 ,
11 o'clock at Night.

I T H I S  m orning gave your H ighnefs a fu ll account o f occurrences here, and 
now tranfmit enclofed copies o f  a letter which 1 wrote fince that to the Governor o f  
N egapatnam , and o f  his anfwer th ereto ; you will thence fully aj)prclicnd how mat
ters are. T h e  G overnor o f  Negapatnam  has wrote me plainly, tliat i f  we ceafe our 
demand concerning Gangafavah P illa  and N arfingarow, he will fend the deputies, but 
otherwife he will n o t; i f  we perfift in requiring that they may be fent to us, hoftili- 
ties are at hand; and yet if, agreeable to his defire, we g ive up that point, who 
know s what new and improp er lequefts may fpring up in the courfe o f  the negoti
ation, from a reliance on our yielding difpofuion ?

Some people belonging to the Circar having gone into tl,e places the D utch  have 
pofleffion of, they have cut o ff  the ears o f  each, and have alfo feized fon e b u l
locks and bullock-drivers o f  the Com pany and the C ircar ; in confequence o f  this. 
General Smith having confined fix o f  the inhabitants o f  the D utch  diflritts., fent 
them to m e to be kept under guard.

■fHe feems ftrongly inclined to hoftilities j having therefore, in conjundion with 
Syed A ulim  K han, given your H ighnefs the neceflary inform ation, I wait for further 
orders; nor fhall 1 bring matters to a point ’ till I receive your anfwer to my A rru z- 
dafht o f  this morning and this ; I beg  to be inform ed what your H ighncis thinks 
proper to be done.

L tttcr from Ummeer-ul Omrah Behauder to the Dutch at Negapatnam, dated 30/// Oclobcr^
17 7 3 ,  in the Morning.

I H A V E  received your’s o f  to-day, andobferve the contents.. I wait for the ar
rival o f your Counfellors, and write this to defire that you w ill fend them to me to« 
(day, in order that 1 may hear every thing from  them at full length.

W h a t Ihould 1 fay more ?

Letter from the D utJj at Negapatnam to Ummeer-ul-Omrah Behauder, dated ̂ oth OHobir
17 7 3 ,  In anfwer^to the above.

I H A V E  jufl: been honoured with 3'ourH ighnefs’s favour o f  to-day, which Icfiecm  
a mark o f  your favour and g o o d -w ill: the contents I have peruled : 1 have only

to
The Governor of Negapatnam.. /
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to fay in rrply, that i f  youir H ighnefs w ill be pleafed to inform me b y letter, that 
you have laid afide the thoughts o f  infifting any more on the delivery o f  thofe two 
perfons you were pleafed to demand o f  us, which we have already fliewn was impof- 
iible, and that your H ighnefs was inclined ro bring the other matters to a term in d .'^ ^  
tion, I fliall then be ready to fend the deputies without delay. s! ' -ini:

W h a t can I petition more r

T| 4'  roT r.-iT 

Extract o f Proceedings o f the Prcjident and Council at Fort St: George, in'i their 
Military Department, \ th  November, 17 7 3 . i-- 'i . . ;

T H E  follow ing letter w e this day difpatched to the Prefident and C ouncil at 
Bom bay *.

TV the Honourable WHliam Hornby Efquire, Prefident and Governor^ i^c. Council o f
Bombay,

H onourable Sir and Sirs;

I N  our letter o f  the 2 1ft Septem ber w f^ d v ifed  you o f  the capture o f  T a n jo rc, 
and tranfm itted an addrefs to the H onourable the Co\jrt o f  D ireftors, w hich we re- 
quefted m ight be forwarded by the firfl; conveyance from your Prefidency, as it car
ried the news o f  that im portant conqueft.

N o  fooner was the N a b o b  in poflefTion o f  T an jore, than he reprefented to u.s, that 
the D utch  had poflefled themfe ves o f  N agore, a valuable fea-port, and fcveral 
d iftr id s  in the Tanjore country, on the pretence o f  h aving purchalcd them  frooi the 
difpoflcffcd R ajah, and that they were a ftu a lly  aflem bling a force to keep poflef- r 
fion o f  the fame. T h e  N abob, after )ointing out the unjuftncfs o f  thefe procced-^^ 
ings, and the bad confequenccs w hic i m ight refult to his G overnm ent and the 
E n glifli influence, by fo great an addition o f  territory and revenue to tlie D utch , 
folicited the uffiftance o f  the C om pany’s forces, to difpoflefs them  o f  the faid 
lands and reftore them  to the C ircar, fhould the D utch  refule to deliver them  up 
in an am icable manner, ,

Senfible o f  the juflnefs o f  the N ab ob ’s reprefentation, we determ ined to acquiefce 
in h isrcq u eft; and orders were accordingly fent to G eneral Sm ith to m arch w ith  , 
the C om pany’s troops, and after pacific meafures had been found ineffcduaJ, he ’ 
was diredted to m ak eu fe  o f  the force under his com m and to o b lige  th e D u tch  to ,j  
relinquifh their ufurped pofleflions, and to deliver them  over to the N ab o b . Ti^^u 
N ab ob  was for fom etim e am ufed with negotiations, which m eant nothing but,tpfj^ 
gain tiine, until troops could be received at N egapatnam  from  B atavia and C e yr j. 
lon. F in d in g  this to be the cafe, and the N a b o b ’s fecond fon, w ho accom panied -

On the 6th of November, a letter was written' to the Prefident and Council at Fqrt-Williamr 
which isto the fame purport as that to Bombay. ' ' -

I 5  ■ ' i  3 ; f ;  h a s  i
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th e  arm y, m ak in g  a form al applicntion to General Sm ith for the afliftance o f  the 
C o m p an y ’s troops, they m arched accordingly towards N agore. TKc D u tch  
guards w ithdrew  on the arrival o f  the N a b o b ’s troops before our’s ca m e 'in  f ig h t ; 
'and the N a b o b ’s fon, after ftrik in g  the D u tch  flag, to o k  quiet poffeflion o f  N a 
g o re , w here his colours were flyin g when our troops arrived.

T h e  D u tch  at N egap atnam  have protefted againft this G overnm ent for the 
part it has taken in thefe meafurcs j they are however treatin g w ith the N a b o b , 
and we hope m atters m ay be accom m odated between them .

W e  are,

Honourabi*. Sir and Sirs,

Y o u r  m oft obedient hum ble fervantJ,’
F ort St. G eorge,

4th N ovem ber, 1773 . A r .  W Y N C H ,  & c . C oun cil,

Letter from the Nabob o f tU  Carnatkk to Governor IVyncbt dated and received (>th Na^
vember, 17 73 .

A F T E R  I  had acquainted you refpedlingthc fettling o f  matters w ith the D utch,
I wrote to m y fon U m m eer-ul-O m rah Behaudcr on the fu b je d , and now enclofe for 
your information a copy o f  his anfwer, and a copy o f  a letter wrote by  him to the 
G overnor o f  N egapatnam . T h is  inftant 1 underftand by a letter from  Rehem aun 
A lly  Khan, that no anfwer had been received from  the G overnor o f  N egapatnam  
b y  the 3d inftant at tw elve o ’c lo ck  at night, neither had the H ircarrahs returned. 
B y  the letter I wrote to you o f  the 2d inftant, you w ill underftand the ftate o f  m y 
afi^airs with the D utch  ; therein alfo I mentioned m y confent, out o f  confideration 
to  the prefervation o f  the tranquillity o f  the Carnatick and the Com pany’s terri
tories, to pay to the D utch  more m oney than they paid to T uljaujee, in order that 
you  and I, in better tynes, m ight exert ourfelves to fecure peace and tranquillity 
from  other quarters. I informed you alfo in the faid letter, that the D utch  w ould 
think m y m ild propofals proceeded from  fe a r ; and particularly i f  they p erctivcd  
m y friends were not hearty in m y affairs, that they w ould delay matters fo m uch 
the more. 1 have therefore thought it proper to acquaint you o f  a better way o f  
brin gin g  them to terms •, w hich is, that we ftiould both reprefent to them that we 
w ill not fufler ourfelves to be flighted any m o re; and they fhoukl be told plainly 
b y  us, that if, notwitiiftanding I agree to ],»ay their m oney, they ftill delay to fettle 
matters, we fhall efteem their intentions are to rejeft my frien d fliip ; and fhould 
they fo delay matters, they muji be given to mderfiand that I  w ill dejlroy Scdras 
and their other fea-ports in this country. M y  idea is this, that in order to prc- 
ferve our country (the country belonging to me and the Com pany) we m ult be 
fefolutc v no one can tell in a ihort tim e what enem y we may have in the C ar
natick, and the forcc the D u tch  have at prefent at N egapatnam  in that cafe w ill
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be a matrcr o f  great -apptchenfion to  us. Befides, I do not know  what advantages 
tlic French tiuy  reap by fuch a difturbance, nor liow large a force the D u tch  pro- 
pofe bringing into this country, lince they are daily receiving frcfh troops at N e ga.- _ 
p jtn am , and abfoluteiy refufc to  leflen their numbers. I have, mentioned thefe 
circumUances to the A dm iral, and he lays, that w henever you are o f  opinion the 
force the D utch have, or may further bring into this, coum ry, w ill be o f  great 
dttritnent to the peace ami tranquillity o f  the C arnaticit, .a^ld tp the, affd|i/s and 
poli'eflions o f  the Com pany in this country, you fhould acquaint him  o f  it, \vhf« 
for the efFe<3;»ng o f  fuch .a plan as may be the means o f  rem oving all our difficul
ties, he w ill with pleafure concert with you fome proper fcheme. Should the 
D u tch  agree to the conditions I now confcnt to,, we may ju d g e  their views arc 
peaceable •, but fhould they not, and endeavour to gain tim e, we m uft efteem 
them as enemies and difturbers, and adopt fome proper plan for the averting 
o f  their m ifchief. I  mention all thefe m atters purpofely to have your advice, 
which I am to requeft you w ill g ive  me plainly.

W h a t c a r  I fay more ? '

P . S . U m m eer-ul-O rarah Behauder acquaints m e ,.th at in cafe o f  a peace with 
the D u tch , his com ing to me w ill be n eceflary; and in cafe there is no peace, 
that he m ufl alfo com e to acquaint both you and me o f  the particulars o f  matters.
1 have accordingly wrote to him to come here, lincc the G eneral, & c . are fct, off.

Letter from Ummter-ul-Omrab Behauder to the Dutch at Nfgapatnam,. dated zd  N o
vember y 17 7 3 .

T H E  letter you fent me o f  date the 30th ultim o I have received, and under- 
ftood the co n ten ts; to w it, “  T h a t  the matters o f  producing Gangafiivah P illa , and 

N arfingarow , which I mentioned to j^our D eputies, is what you  have it not ia  
your power to p erform ; but that, exciufive o f  that, you are ready to bring the 

“  other affairs to a termination ; and that agreeable to what your Counfellors had 
“  propofed to m e, i f  I fhould pay you the amount in f|« cie, it would be niolt 
“  eligible, otherwife I may point out fome other mode for dlfcharging the funi 
“  required.”  N oth in g  can be more evident or plain than the kindnefs and 
friendfhip •which from the beginning o f  this negotiation, notw ithftanding the 
pow er I have in m y hands, I have fhewn towards your Com pany, as w ell as the 
c iv ility  and attention with which I have treated thofe M em bers o f  your Board 
that were deputed to  me. I have not failed in any o f  the duties o f  an am icable 
intercourfe ; I am as yet ftill ready to continue the fame rule o f  condud:, that the 
unreferved afFeftion and regard which H is  H ighnefs the N ab o b , m y Father, has 
from  old tim e conceived towards your C om pany, and which your Com pany cap- 
not but reap great advantages from , m ay not fuffer any interruption ; but I am 
furprized to find, that after having experienced all thofe inflances o f  good-w ill, 
you fliould for fo flight a m atter delay the tim e, and caft the dccpnnination o f

4  our
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our differences to  a yet more diftant period. D o  not however think that-yotir 
purfuing mcafi)res in contra-oppofition to nny Father’s friendfliip will be ever o f  

-beifefic either to- you or to your Com pany. M y  friendfhip towards you you 
have feen fofficiently difplayed in the courfe o f  the negotiation ; an 1 row  I 
g iv e  yo u  a frcfh inftance o f  it, in defiring that you w ill q u ick ly  fend your 
D epilties to m e, and you will be convinced o f  the candour o f  m y defigns ; i f  
you  dd n ot,-ob ferve that there is no defeft o f  friendfhip on iny part, nor w ill 
not be.

W h a t fliall I write more ?

Ayruzdajbt fm n  Utnnieer-ul- Omrah JUhauder, dated, pajl 9 o'Clock at Night, 2d No- •
ven^ber, 17 7 3 . Received at the Durlntr, ^tb November, 17 7 3 , in thi Moitiing.

r  H A V E  been honoured with twp letters from your HigUnefc, com m and
ing me t04>ut a period to the treaty with the D utch , and liave fu lly  underftood 
the. contents.

I had two days before written your H ighnefs an A rruzdaiht, with a particular 
explanation o f  the run o f  affairs here, and was w aiting your H igh n cfs’s reply ; . 
your commands therefore about putting an end to this negotiation iiavc been dif- 
patchcd before the receipt o f  m y Arruz,dalht.

I have written a letter in anfwer. to  the Governor o f  N egapatnam  on the fub- 
j e f t  o f  fending o f  the D eputies, copy o f  which I tranfmit enclofed. W hcni they 
ariive, 1 hyp.e, with the propitious influence o f  the G reat R uler o f  events,, to 
brin g this bufinefs to a concliifion that (hall redound to the intereft and honour, 
as well as the d ignity and greatnefs o f  the Circar. W hen done, lliall a d vifcyo u r 
H ighnefs o f  the particulars at large.

From Cffvernor IVynch to the Nabob o f the Cdrmtick, dated %th Novonler, I 'i 'J l ’

I H A V E  been honoured with the receipt o f  your H ighncl's’s fiv o u r  o f  tho 
cd  inftant. -

A t  your PTighnefs’s particular requeft, the afliflance o f  the C om pany’s troops 
\was ;afftrded f o r ’the recovery o f  the lands lately poirefled b y  the D utch  belong- 
ir^  to the Tanjore C ountry, and which accordingly have been recovered. Y o u r 
H ighnefs is undoubtedly the beft ju d g e  o f  your own cefourccs, as well as the ground 
o f  your apprehenfions from Hyxler A lly  Khan ; certain it is, that the expcnfe o f  the 
troops in their prefent pofuion is great ■, and almoft equally fo, that while their at
tention is in any meafure engaged againlV the D u tch , H yd er will avail hitiifc'U' 
thereof, either in negotiation w ith, or in  any hoftile. intention againft your H ig h 
nefs. O n the other hand, by d o lin g  with the D u tch , on the fo o tin gy o u r H ig h 
nefs ftates it, there appears to be conftderaWe lofs, attended w hh fomft d ifcrM it. 
O n the whole however, as poffeflion has been obtained o f  the lands in drfpurr,

the
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T h e y  have repaired and thickened all their w orks, and thrown up  a breaft-w ork 
the N agore. road, behind w hich they have two fix  pounders. ► i

1, 4 th . L an d ed  fro m  the abovem entioned veffel one officer and th irty  artiU 
Jery im en . ! I  1

- '1

C O N S  U  L T  A  T I O N ,  T h u rfd ay , i  ith  N ovem ber, 17 7 3 .

, V i ' i K h o m r . . .  . P R E S E N T ,
/, i .■ i i . j r

n i h f t  A lexand er W y n ch  E fquire, G o vern o r, Prefident.

I ,,v! . o j ----------------------- G eorge D awfon
>•. 1̂ r! j  ifiriJ, (iJ f H e n ry  B rooke Charles Smith

L.:; : iTli- -d Yi*i5S 1 Samuel Johnfon John M axw ell Stone '
' Jloinju- Hv ‘ >l E dw ard Stracey E dw ard Cotsford.

T H E  I^ fid c n t informs the Board, that the N abob, in a convcifation he had 
•k’ith him this m orning, gave him to undcrfland that he expected in the courfe o f  
to  day to receive fomc ccrtain information from his Son refpcdting his negotia
tions with the D u tch , and that he would communicate the fame to him , the 
i ’ refident. j

4

R ead the follow ing letter from  Licutcnant-Colonel Bellingham  at N agore :

STi> the IhnouraMt Alexander IVynch Efquire^ Prcfident and Covei-nor o f  F ort
St. George,

H onourable Sir,

1 T H I N K  it my du ty  to  acquaint you, that advicc was received yefterdpy st
t^egapatnam o f  the arrival o f  a vclTel o ff Porto N o v o , which was fuppofcd to
have been lo f t ; Ihe is faid to have a nom bcr o f  troops on board ; and fince the 
aibove ntWs, the D utch  are in the higheft fpiriis.

It is confidently rcportccJ, that with tliis rc-iriforccment they are determined to re- 
occupy the villages o f  which riicy have -been lately difpoffcflcd, chicfly with a vic\^ 
o f  trying the difpofition o f  the C om pany’s troops, aiid know ing to a certainty w hst 
part they w ill take on fuch an occafion. I f  they flioukl take fuch a ftep, and the 
N abob, as is mofl probable, requires m y a(Tiflance to repel them, I (hall beg to 
know o f  you in Wiiat nranner 1 nm to a fl. I Irave -aTlo fomc airfhcrity for inform 
in g  you, that W'̂ re it thought iTroper or necL-ffsry ro g ive  -encourageinent, th® 
greateft part o f  the D ntch troops m ight be lliortly br-ou^^ht over to our fide.

I am, H onourable Sir,

Y o u r  very hum ble and obedient Servant,
N agore,

6 th N o vem b er, 1 773. J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M

i j  iv P . S. M ajor

v i f i T



T h e y  have repaired and thickcned all their w orks, and thrown up a brcaft-w ork 
fMi the N agore road, behind w hich they have two fix  pounders.

4th. Lan ded fro m  the abovementioned veffel one officer and thirty artiU 
Jcry m en.

A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  Thvirfday, i  ith  N ovem ber, 1 773,

P R E S E N T ,

A lexander W yn ch  E fquire, G overn or, Prefidcnt,

a p p e n d i x .  N o . XXVir. 1321
(

G eorge Dawfon
H e n r y  Brooke Charles Smith
Samuel Johnfon John M axwell Stone
Edward Stracey E dw ard Cotsford.

•ficVnt informs the Board, that the N abob, in a convcrfation he ha^ 
<»v’ith him this morning, gave him to undcrRand that he cxpcdlcd in the coiirfc o f  
to  day to rt-ccive fomc certain information from his Son refptdling his negotia
tions with the D u tch ,  and that he would communicatc tlie fame to him, the 
I ’ refident.

R ead the following letter from Licutcnant-Colcncl EcHIngham at N agore :

the Ihn ourM e Alexander Wynch Efquire^ Prcfident and Governor o f Fort
St. Gcotgc,

Honourable Sir,

1  T H I N K  it my duty to acquaint yon, that advicc wa<! received yeftcrdny at 
^Jegapatnam o f  the arrival o f  a vcflcl ofi' Porm N o v o ,  which was fLippofcd to 
have been l o f t ; flie is faid to have a nvnriber o f  troops on board ; and fince the 
above news, the D utcli are in the Iiigheft fpiriis.

It is confidently reported, dint v/irh tliis rc-Inforccment they arc determined to re- 
occupy the villages ot which rlicy have bren lately difpofleffcd, chiefly with a viê r̂ 
o f  trying the dilpofition o f  the Cump.-ny’s troops, and knowing to a certainty whnt 
part they will take on fuch an occafion. I f  they fl'.ould take fuch a Hep, and the 
N abob, as is mofl probable, rcqui'es m y airinnnco to repel tl'.em, I fhall beg to 
know o f  you in wh.it manner I am to adl/ I have alf) fonic atith;.rity for inform
ing you, that W' r̂e it thought pn'per or ntcefiarv ro give  <-neoura.y;einont, th« 
greateft part o f  the Dutch troops miglit be Ihortly bro'.i^F.t over to our fd " .

I am. H onourable Sir,

Y o u r  very humble and obedieni Servant,
N n f r o r e ,

6th N oven-ber, 1 773. J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M .

IJ P. S. M ajyr



p . s. M ajor H arper ir ju ft  arrived. I am fom cwhat better than when I laft 
addrefl'cd you, b u t ftUl m uch indifi)ofed. y

T o  which the fo llow in g  anfweriwas Immediately returned.

To Ueutenant-Coknel Bellingham, Commanding Officcr o f the Troops at N apre:.

S I R ,  - V

T H E  Prefident has com m unicated to us your letter to him o f  the 6th inftanfy. 
wherein you dcfire-direftions how to adt, (hould the D u tch  take any fteps to  
regain N ago re , or the d iftrid s in the Tanjore Country belonging to the N abob.

T h e  m ot'ves which determined us to affifl: the N abob in the recovery o f  the 
diftridts claim ed by the D utch , render it necefTary that we fliouH  fupport him in 
the polfcflion o f  the fame ; we therefore dircdt, that in cafe the D utch  m ake any 
hoftile attempts to retake any part o f the faid diftridts, that you afford the N a b o b ’s. 
Son every afliftance in your power to repel the fam e. *

W e  are. Sir,
" Y o u r  m ofl obedient fervants.

F ort St. G eorge,
i i t h  N ovem ber, 1773 * W Y N C H ,  & c . C o u n cils

R ead  a letter w hich  has been rereived from  the N a b o b , dated 6th inftant,* 
enclofuig copy o f  a letter from  his Son U m m eer-ul-O m rah. In cafe the D u tch  
Hill delay to fettle matters, notwithftanding he has agreed to pay them  the m oney 
they demanded, the N abob propofes that they fhould be given  to underftand, that 
he w ill confider their intentions to be hoftile, and adt againft them accordingly. •

« '*

A s the N ab o b  expedts fo foon to receive more particular inform ation from  h:s 
Son refpedting thefe matters, it  is agreed to deter for the prefent an anfwer to his 
letter.

txtra5l  o f Proceedings o f the Trefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary  
Department, Monday., i^th  November, 1773 .

• P R E S E N T ,

A lexand er W yn ch  Efquire, G overnor, Prefident.

I---------------------- G eo rge  D awfon
H en ry  Brooke Charles Sm ith j
Sam uel Johnfon John M axw ell Stone
E dw ard Stracey Edw ard C otsford.

G E N E R A L  S M I T H  having returned from  the arm y rcfum cs his feat at t&e 
B oard.

' ,1 3 2 a  e x p e d i t i o n  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E ' I N  1773.
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T h e  Prefidcnt acquaints the Board, that he has been inform ed by the N a b o b , 
that every th ing is alm oft fettled with the D utch  ac Negapatnarn, and that as fooft 
as the writings are drawn up the negotiation w ill be finally concluded.

♦ '

T h e  Prefidcnt likew ife informs the Board, that in confequence o f  fcveral letter* 
from L ieu tenant-C olonel Bellingham , com plaining o f  the dearnefs and fcarcitjr 
o f  grain in cantonm ents, he had reprefented this matter to the N ab o b , who ptO: 
m ifed 10 take the neceflary meauires for fupplying the troops.

Extract o f Proceedings o f the Trefident and Council at Fort St. George  ̂ in their M ili-
tary Department, \~jth November, 1773 .

R E C E I V E D  the fo llow ing letter from L ieutenant-C olonel B ellin gh am :

To the Honourable Alexander M'ynch Efquire, Trefid:nt and Governor, o f  
^ Fort St. George.

H onourable Sir,

I M E N T I O N E D  in m y poflfcript o f  lart: n ight a veflcl being arrived at a 
place-on the ifland o f  Ceylon with troops on board ; this m orning I had the le t
ter interpreted by M r. Sw artz, which is as follow s, v iz . that tiie D utch  have cer
tain accounts o f  a large fnip being arrived at Jafnypatnam  froiT! Batavia, having 
on board five hundred European fo ld ie rs ; for the reception o f  whom  the G o v e r
nor g f  Negapatnarn has ordered a very large fhed to be eredted to ferve by w ay 
o f  barracks, and yefterday he difpatched two large floops and one chelinga 'tis 
faid to brin g thofe troops from  Jafnypatnam .

I am forry to inform you, that I do not find the N abob punftual to perform his 
prom ife as I could wifh ; the Sepoys have been ferved w iih  rice this day fomewhac 
better than they have had for fom** days paft, but there is ftill a famine am ong 
the fervants and other followers o f  the cam p.

I am not apt to com plain, but I do alTure you, S ir, that .my fituation at prc- 
fent is a very difagreeable one.

H is H ighnefs informs me that he has fettled this bufinefs w ith the D u tch , and 
that he intends go in g  to M adras in a few d a y s ; in confequence o f  w hich he has or
dered two troops o f  his cavalry to proceed to  C h in glep u t, there to w ait his ar
rival, and to eicort him  to the Prefidency.

I have the honour to be,

i .. ‘ H onourable S ir ,

Y o u r  m o il obedient and very hum ble fervant,'
N agore,

I la th  N ovem ber, 17 73 . J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M .

.V '^A P ^ P  E N D I X. No. pcvir. - . 1323
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BxlraSl o f Proceedings c f  the Pfejident and Council at Fort St. George, in their MilUatj^
Department, l i t h  November, 17 7 3 .

C A M E  in the fo llow ing letter from  Lieutcnant-Colonel B ellingham :

To the Honourable Alexander Wynch Efyuire^ Preftdent and Governor o f ForU
St. George, f^c. CounciU "  V

H onourable Sir and Sirs, '

I  A M  d u ly  favourec! w ith  your inftruftions contained in your letter o f  the i it ft  
inftant, w hich I b eg  leave to affurc you lhall be p un ctually  obfervcd.

1 have the honour to be.

H onourable Sir and Sirs,

Y o u r  very  hum ble and obedient fervant,
N a g o re ,

15 th  N ovem b er, 17 7 3 . J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M .

£:clract o f Proceedings o f the SekB  Cxfmmittce at Fort St. George, iSth  November, 1773 *

Extract o f Letter from Thomas Moflyn Efqkire, Rtjident at Poonah, dat.d
November, 17 7 3 .

D U P I .I C A T E  o f  m y laft addrefs to your H on ou r, & c . o f  the l6 t h  Septcrh-* 
ber is enclofed, and your favour o f  the 20th o f  that m onth, w ith  thtt agreeable 
news o f  the conqueft o f  T a n jc rc , reached m e the 11 th  u ltin io , on w liich  I h fg  leave 
to  congratulate you.

I am p rivately  inform ed, R a g o b ah , on b ein g  to ld  o f  the reduftion  o f  T an jo re , 
txp rcfled  fome rcfentm ent at i t ; w hich , added to w hat he w rote H yd e r and M q - 
rarow G oraparah before he kn ew  it, g ives reafon to th in k, i f  he can fettle m atters 
w ith the N izam , and g e t firm ly fixed in his G overnm ent, he m ay d rive  to retaliate 
on the C arnatick.

E x tra S  o f Proceedings c f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their A'ilita$y
Department, zoth November, 17 73 .

T H l S  d ay  the three fo llo w in g  letters were received from  L ia i^ cn a n t-C d o n e l 
B ellin gham , w ith intelligence o f  the m otions o f  the D u tch .

To the Honourable Alexander Wynch Efquire, Prefident 'and Governor o f Fort
St, George. >

H onourable Sir,

1 B E G  leave to  prefent you w ith  fome further in telligen ce from  N egap atn am , 
t s  I have it tranOated from  a M alabar letter, v iz . 15 th  N o v e m b e r ;— ^At nine 1 alt 

J  night



night a finall veflel arrived in 27 days from Batavia^ w ith  a letter to the G overn or 
o f  N egapatnam . A  council was im m ediately called , w hich fat 't ill  eleven. 
It was agreed, that all the country lately  b elon gin g  to  the K ajah fhould 
be im m ediately receded to the N abob, (H is  H ighnefs paying for the fam e) except 
the town o f  N ago re. O rders were alfo iffued for paying the troops up to this day.

T h e  C ouncil m et again this day, and arc alfo to m eet to-m orrow  j aftci’ 
w hich it is ex p eftcd  that the contents o f  the letter from  B atavia m ay be p u b lick ly  
know n.

I am,

H onourable Sir,

Y o u r  very obedient hum ble fervant,
N ago re ,

16th  N o vem b er, 8 P . M , 17 73 , J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M .

To the Uonmahle Alexander Wynch Efquire, PreJUent and Governor o f Fort St. George, 

H onourable Sir,

F R O M  the intelligence w hich I hourly receive, and m y perfonal obfervarions, 
I have the ftrongeft rcafons to fu fpcft that our late operations on beh alf o f  the N a 
bob w ill be attended w ith fom ewhat ftrious.

T h e  D utch  have at prefent near their advanced poft four hundred Europeans 
and eigh t g u n sj they have in all, exclu five o f  b lack troops, about one thoufand 
w ell appointed m en, w ho have'been proved in Germ any and elfew here; and am ongft 
their officers are four who have particularly diiU nguillied them fclves on m any 
oocafions.

T h e fe  circum flances, joined to their ftill trifling w ith the N ab o b  under the pre
tence o f  negotiation, com bine to m ake me fiiJpedi: they have in agitation fom ething 
more than am p le defence.

T o  this I may add the encampment o f  the French at Pondicherry, w ho, i f  they 
be fodifpofcd , may, w ith the prefent wind and weather, jo in  our neighbour'? in a 
very few hours.

H is Elxcellcnc^ begins to agree with me that the D utch have been hitherto 
only gaining time ; and now fufpedts them fo far, that I believe he means to q uit 
his houfe at nighi-^ in future, and flccp in the M ofqu e.

I have doubled my pofts and centries, and taken fuch fteps as w ill efTedtually
prevent a furprize, and I have a perfeft reliance on the bravery and co n d u d  o f
the troops 1 have the honour to comm and.

A P P E N D I X. No. XXVII. 1325
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I have thought it however m y indifpenfable du ty  to advifc you oecafipnally o f  
tb« motives and in tcn tio n s-o f boih parties, and i f  you bfe o f  opinion that this 
letter fhould have been addreHcd to the H onourable the Board, I requeft that k  
n u y  be confidered as fuch, and delivered to them  accordingly.

I have the honour to be.

W ith  p e rfe d  refped: and cftcem^

H onourable Sir,

~  Y o u r  m oft obedient

N ago re, and very hum ble fervant,
I7 th  N o vem b er, 17 7 3 , noon.

J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M : .

P . S. I  am in great diftrefs for paper.

To the HomurahU Alexander ff)/ncb^Efquire, Treftdent and Cvoernor o f Fort St. George -̂ 

H onourable Sir,

S I N C E  this m orning’s difpatch the follow ing intelligence cam e to hand :

Intelligtttce.

16 . T H I S  day the C ouncil m et. T h e  letter from  Batavia pofitively forbids 
th e g iv in g  up  o f  N ago re , w hich they allege was a fair and regular purchale 
from  the R ajah, and therefore their indisputable r ig h t : the relt o f  the Tanjore 
territories they are defired to g ive  up  on receiving the ftipulated fum .

In ten days they ex p eft more troops, and in that tim e they look  for a final 
anfwer from  M adras.

T h e  G overnor has m oved in C o u n cil, that as the troops in N agore are b u t few> 
tlie place Ihould be attacked and retaken w ithout lofs o f  tim e. T h e  Sccond in 
C oun cil and the Paym after-G cneral oppofed this m otion, urging that in ten days 
they could have their anfwer from  M adras, and in the mean lim e they m ay amufe 
the N ab ob  with the appcarance o f  a negotiation.

17 . A t eigh t this m orning a letter was difpatched to J afn yp atn am ; afterwards 
fix field pieces were carried to the Garden-houl'e, where, it is laid, a battery is to 
be erc& ed.

I f ,  Sir, this inform ation can be depended upon, ^and I really  th in k  appear
ances give it no fmull Ihare o f  probabi ity )  we have but little tim e to lofc on 
our part.

1326 E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E  I N  1773.
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A s I already acquainted you, I have every hope from the bravery o f  the H onour
able Com pnny’s troops ; but provifions I fear will fall fliorc i f  wc once proceed ro 
hoftilitie:. with our neighbours. It is with the urmoft difficulty the people can 
procurc daily in th eB u zar fufiicient o f  the neceffaries o f  life j i f  then wc are fo 
well acquainted with fcarcity in the midft o f  peace, oui lufFerings when furroundcd 
b y  an enem y arc too eafily conceived.

I w ill engage to do every part o f  the duty annexed to my office, but I prefume 
the furnilhing provifions is cxpcdied only from  the N abob i and I have too m uch 
reafon to fear we fhall find a conCiderable deficiency in that department.

T h is  much I have thought it my duty to fay on the fubjcft : m y fituation w ill 
apologize for m y troubling you fo often.

I am, H onourable Sir,

Y o u r  m od refpeftful hum ble fervant,
Nagorc.,

17th  N o vem b er, T773. J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M .

P . S. T h e  N abob fent a H iicarrah with a letter this morning to N egap atn am ; 
he is returned without any anfwcr.

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  M onday a id  N ovem ber, 1773 .

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W yn ch  Efquire, G overnor, Prefident.

Jofeph Smith
G eorge Dawfon H enry Brooke
Char es Sm ith Samuel Johnfon
John M axw ell Stone Edw ard Stracey

Edward Cotsford.

R E A D  a letter from  the N ab ob, dated 2 1ft inflant.

From the Nabob o f the Carmtick to Governor Wynch^ dated and received l i f t  November)

n i i '

E N C L O S E D  I fend you a copy o f  a letter from  Um m eer-ul-Om rah Behauder, 
and another from  R ehem aun A lly  Khan (accom panying a note o f  conftquencq) 
received laft nighi, as alfo a paragraph o f  a letter received from the latter b e fo re ; 
by thefe you will fee clearly the perverfenefs and bad intentions o f  the D u tch . It 
is certain hut, by the paffivenefs o f  my friends In thi^ bufinefs, the D u tch  have 
acquired great arrogance. T h e  K in g  o f  Englartd nim felf, through his kindnefs 
and friend(liip, is the fupporter and protestor o f  me and m y country, and the

Com pany



Com panv anJ G overnor andQ guncil alfo afjC in th eftrongcft manner bQuncj therein. 
T i i r  tciii hftttalroiK o f  my- Sfpojrs likewife, w ho receive their pay m onthly from  ftie 
by them rans o f  the'Com p;m y, are for th isp u rpofcv to w it, ta a fliftin  punifhingand 
expelling o f  every difturber o f  the tranquillity o f  the C arnatick co u n try : conliclcr- 
ing thciefore the iroceedings o f  the D u tch , p ro d u d ive  o f  an entire interruption 
to the prctent and future tranquillity o f the Carnatick country^ I aik  plainly two 
queftiona i f  yo u , are the reprercntativcs o f  m y beft friend s; and a great deal 
o f  t?Bie h«s paHcd to no purpofc, I could wifli you would be ib kiqd. as to inform  
me 'clearly o f  your intcnrions refp eiling  them in w ritin g :— One is tlii's ;— -??e(jing 
the bad proceedings o f  the D u tch , and their view  o f  acquifition in this country, 
prejudicial in the higheft degree to me, and even to the C om pany, can you 
ttvmvedly chafiizt ibt Dutch, and keep them to their Ancient limits ?— T h e o ih p r  is,th is; 
N o t  appearing you rfclf in the chaftifcnient o f  the D utch , w ill you djjfift me with the 
Company's foldiers and Sepoys beknging to me ? Be fo good as to g ive me foon a clear 
afii'wer to thefe two points in w riting that I m ay be acquainted therewith. I lhall 
mention thefe ci cum ftances alfo to the Adm iral, th e K in g ’s V a ck ee l. I have had more 
trouble, and lultained more lofs, in this matter o f  the D u tch , than in that o f  the 
retludion o f  Tanjore j for 1 have agreed to p a y  thefe people a great deal o f  m oney, 
befides the lofs arifing from the expcnfe o f  the arm y, and the death o f  a gr;cat 
niarty'horfes. I have now wrote to my Son not to m ention even the point, o f  
leficning'the num ber o f  their forces, and to m ake thcni a verbal prohiife, tnat 
N agore, & c . fliall be given to no. one e lfe ; ajid in cafe thebufinefi.can be fettled to 
fettle it, an.l having fettled it to com e to me ; and fhouUi the D u tch  not heffi^^iat 
he fays, to leave the whole o f  the C ircar’s and Com pany’s troops,at N agore w ith 
R'.-hemaun A lly  Khan, and having regulated the fupply o f  provifions, tc  cbm e 
unattended to m e ; when, after being inform ed o f  a certain afliftancc from  my friiends, 
he fliall be fent again to the army with G eneral Sm ith.

W h a t  can I fay more ?

Copy o f a Paragraph from an ArruzdaJJot o f Rehemaun Ally KMn,  dated I'^th Novem- 
bir, 17 7 3 ,  at N ight, and received at the Durbar, I'^ih November, 1773.

T O - D A Y ,  being the 13th inflant, a Rramin D ubafli, named V encata Soobiah, 
and N arbhedofs, a Soucar, waited on M a d er-u l-M u lk  from  the G overnor o f  N ega- 
patnam. T h ey  took notice, that in the articles propofed it was inftrted, that i f  
G an gafivah  l^ilh and N arfingarow  fliould at any tim e m ake their appearance, and 
reprefent that there is an error in the amount o f  what the D utch  have recciv'ed, 
that in that cafe.they (the D u tch ) fh o u ld flan d  to the film fo rcdilted by the faid 
tw o'perfons atteftation. T o  this point, faid th ey, we cannot aflent; wc form erly 
begged ro be cxcufcd in this rcfp efl, and we ftill hope you will not'require it o f  
u s . » M ader-u l-M u lk  replied, th at for the G overnor’s fatisfadrion he would let it 
drop. Secondly, with regard to the article, “  that the friends o f  the C ircar Ihould b e  

“  tl^eir t'riends, and the enemies o f  the C ircar their enemies they obferved, that in 
this too they had caufe o f  apprehenfion •, that the E nglifh  arc the friends o f  the 
O r c a r ;  and that i f  it  fhould happen (w hich G o d  forbid I) that a war ihould break

6 out
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out between them  and the D u tch , either in E urope or here, that hoftilities then 
w ould be confidered as a breach o f  this article, and they therefore could not bind 
them fclves to it. T o  which M a d er-n l-M u lk ’s anfwer was, “  W ell then, let it run 
t h u s ; Excepting Europeans, we w ill affift none who (hall be enemies to th e C ircar : 
to this they agreed. T h ird ly , they objedted, that as to keeping their forces at N ega- 
patnam at the hitherto “  ufual com plem ent o f  m en,”  and lending back thofe w hom  
lliey had “  brought thither above that num ber,”  it was not a matter in their 
option ; fince, whenever there is any thing to do, men arc fent hither from Batavia. 
On this fccre there was a great deal o f  altercation, but it was at lafl; agreed, that the 
forces fliould be k ep t at the ufual eftablifliment. Fourthly, that as to that paflage, 
wherein it isfa id , “  W e  the D utch g ive  it hereby in w riting, that on account o f  the 
“  R ajah ’s deviation from  his duty. H is  tJighnefs the N abob has taken the fort and*- 
“  country o f  T anjore,”  they fhould not inlcrt fuch an exprelTion, as that o f tht Ra~ 

ja h 's  having deviated from his duty in their part o f the treaty; but that they were w il
lin g to write, that the N ab ob  had taken poflelfion o f  the fort and country o f  T a n 
jore. A fter terminating all thefe matters, the Bramin and the Soucar reprefented, 
that the Governor o f  N egapatnam  was dcfirous o f  a C o w lefro m  th eC ircar, grant
ing the D utch a continuance o f  the fame privileges they enjoyed in the tim e o f  
Pertaupa Sing, and that the duties on the bales o f  cloth  bought for the D u tch  
Com pany be levied in the fame proportion now as form erly. M ader-u l-M ulk told 
them , that after they fhould have figned and brought their articles o f  the treaty 
a C ow le fliould be granted them j which having promifed to do, they went away, 
faying they w ould come back with the treaty the day after to-m orrow. M ader-ul- 
M u lk  waits the arrival o f  the T eep .

W h en  any new circum ftances occur they ftiall be fu lly  explained to your H ig h - 
nefs.

ArruzdaJlH from Rehmaun Ally Khdn, dated i^th November, 17 7 3 , at "Night, and received 
the 2 1 f t  infianf, at half paft one in the Morning.

Y O U R  H ighnefs m uft have received m y A rru zdafh t, written on the night o f  
M onday the 15th  inftant.

For thefe tw o days paft the G overnor and Gentlem en o f  C ouncil at N egapatnam  
have been bringing up frefli fub jed s o f  difpute. I t  was inferted in the foul copy o f  
the treaty that they fliould not aflift, or be in alliance with the enemies o f  the C ircar. 
T o  this they fay, “ W e  are ready to pay all due obedience to the N a b o b ’s com - 
“  mands, w hy then Ihould we be in agreem ent with the enemies o f  the C irca r?  
“  we think it i.nproper to write fuch an article, nor can we think o f  putting it in

the treaty.”  Befides which, they fay they cannot bind them felves to the artlclc 
o f  keeping their forces at the ufual eftablilhm ent, becaufe that number may fom e- 
tim es prove too fmall, and fometimes too great. T h ird ly , they requeft, that i f  
at any future tim e your H ighnefs fhould think fit to m ake over th ed iftrifts  o f  K ee- 
lore, T o p etio o r,T crp o o n d ce, and N agore, w hich (as they fay) they had purchafed
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o f  Tyljaqjep, to any other P ow er, you w ill be pleafed co g iv e  them to none b u t  
them only, and they beg a w riting from  the C ircar to that tffl-d:. 'This is 51 new, 
matter they have brought u p , anti they have uied various-fhiits to obtain fudx aa? 
engagem ent from  the C ircar.

A fte r  I had written m y A rruzdafht, N arbhedofs, the Soucar, brought the articles, 
o f  treaty from  the G overnor o f  N egapatnam  to U m m e e r -u l-O m r a h w h io b  were;; 
found to differ fom ewhat from  the rough copy fcnt by the latter,, and thia ffelhr 
circumft^noe was introduced into them , v iz . T h a t  i f  your H igh n cfs Jhould th ink 
o f  g iv in g  the diftriifls in queftion to the E n glifh , or any other European tN*tion,', 
you m uft pleale to »ive the D utch  the preference. U m m eer-uU O m rah fent fur 
M ahom ed A ufim  K h an , and corredled that copy o f  the treaty in m oft parts where, 
it differed from  the other. H e  then told the C ircar, that he m igh t ^lay here to
n igh t, and to-m orrow m orning he IhouJd g o  to ,N egap atnam  and brin g the C o u n - 
fellors, in order that the contents o f  the (corrafted ) cop y o f  the treaty being ex
plained to them , they m ight then carry it to the G overnor. T h e  C ircar therefore 
is to g o  to-m orrow to N egapatnam , and w ill bring the Counfellor-s hack, w ith: 
him . W h atever is then determ ined on ftiall be written to your H ig h n d s .

T h e  G overnor o f  N egapatnam  is a very m ifchievous, bad-^tempered, ill-incliDcdi 
man. H e  is perpetually brin ging forth new unreafonable dem ands, and peftering;
us with frelh “  woulds”  and “  w ilhes.”

Intelligence is arrived, that eigh t pieces o f  cannon, and four hundred Euroiw ans,. 
are brought out o f  the fort o f  N egapatnam , and ftationed at the G overnor’s Gir-> 
den, w hich is near to that o f  the C om p an y’s. i

F o rth e fe  tw o days it has not rained in the day-tim e, b u t a little on ly  at night;
Com plaints about rice, 6fc. are few . From  fom ew hat unwholfom e in the air, moft 
o f  the horfes in the fe lcft cavalry arc dead, or d yin g. W hatever elfe happens re
m arkable iha.\[ be tranfm itted.

yin Exprefe Arzee from Rehemaun A lly  Khan, enclofed in the Atruzdajht dated J p h
N ovem kr, 17 7 3 , at N ight.

T H E  pow er which th e C irc a r ’s and the C om pany’s forces poffeffed in the eye* 
o f  the D u tch , im m ediately after the takin g  o f  T an jo re , no longer continued aftec 
the arm y’s arrival and long ftay at T r iv a lo re j and the awe and dread they infpired, 
even during their ftay a tT r iv a lo r e , was m uch dim inilhed after their com in g tcT. 
N a g o r e ; but now, fince the Com m anders o f  the troops arc gone to M adras, th e  
fiiperiority we polTeffcd on our firft arrival at N ago re  feems totally annihilated.

T h e  M eipbers o f  C ouncil from  N egapatnam , w ho are now at M adras, h a v ii^  
been oiaenly inform ed by the G overnor, and other perfons of note there, havo w rit
ten the Governor of N egap atn am , that the E n g lilk  C hiefe ablblutely aa4 altoge

ther
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ttier renounce any intention o f  w ar w ith the D utch  } hence therefore they ajfum e the 
mojl domineering airs I and notvvithftanding that U m m cer-ul-O m rah has trfatcd the 
D utch  Counfellors with all the civilities and complalfance th e y  could defire, and 
r fc tived  thenni in the moft warm and friendly manner, the G overnor, apprized o f  
tJie E nglifli'w ithdraw ing their affiftance, difcovers the utmoft tenacioufnefs in his 
dem ands, and feems refolvcd to ftand out. T h e  aim o f  his double proceedings 
fcem s to be this ; that as the Englifh have made themfelves matters o f  the country 
about M adras, and are by that enabled to maintain a formidable body o f  troops in 
this part o f  the world, lo they in like manner, having forcibly got poflelBon or the 
diflridfi about N e g a p tn a m , may keep a confiderable force like the E n glilh  in this 
country. T h e  D u tch  have not their eyes upon N agore only, their views artf much 
more e x te n fiv e ; fo that the withdrawing o f  the E n glifli, which has brought m at
ters to this pafs, has been a pernicious mealiire ; and that not only with regard to 
the injory done to the Circar, but the great dam age the Englifti themfelves will alfo 
receive b y  the increafed power o f  the D utch . F o r fome o f  the Chiefs o f  the Ba- 
laghaut, who are enemies to the Circar and the E nglifli, on being apprized o f  the 
independency o f  the D utch, will naturally have recourfe to N egapatnam  ; and by 
prom iling them the grants o f  other diftrifts, will ftrengthen them fflves with their 
alliance; and then the country will become imm ediately fub jcd l'to th ecalam ittcs o f  
a war, which will be h ighly prejudicial both to the Circar and the E nglilh .

A greeable to yoiirH ighnefs’s commands, I have thus taken the liberty to reprefent, 
without rcferve, what I have feme time apprehended, as well as what (irikes me 
from the prefent face o f  affairs; your H ighnefs will pleafc to purlue fuch mea- 
lures as feem bed in fuch a ftate o f  things. If, imm ediately on the capture o f  
T anjore, we had, w ithout waiting at T rivalore, applied ourfelvrs to the Jeitling o i  
affairs at Heg»patnatn  ̂ how could they have had time to receive advices from 
Japan, See? agreeabie to which lentim ent, 1 at that time took U m m ecr-ul-O m rah 
afide, and told him that great expedition in this aft'air was rcquifite.

4 rruzdaJlot from Ummeer-ul-Omrah^ Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, dated the Evening o f  
the I' jth November^ *773« Received 20th Novcmbtr, 17 7 J , at Night.

A F F A I R S  here are as follow : the T e e p  for the D u tch  is ready i the C oun- 
ft lb rs  who were deputed to me from N egapatnam , after agreeing to the 1  t t p  
and ail other propofals, returned thither, and at parting denred I would fend the 
copy o f  the T rea ty , which they would get executed and bring back with them 
again. T accordingly fent the T re a ty , two articles o f  which the D utch at N cga- 
patham dlfputevJ^ and fent me their o b je ftio n s; the articles a re th e fe : ifl:; T h a t 
the “  Friends o f  ti,? Circar Ihould be their friends, and the enemies o f  the Circar 

fhould be their e n e m i e s a n d  the other, “  T h a t the forces they have fent for 
“  more than the ufual eftablilhtrient be returned, and thofe maintained here be kep t 

at thecuftom ary n um ber-^ To this I replied, “ W h a tth en y o u w illn o tfig n  theft tw o 
“  articles? W ell,  whatmatters it,— write only this then-,— T h atyo u  will never aflift the 
“  enemies o f  the C i r c a r A n d  as to returning the “  Supernum erary forces, as you

“  have
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“  have given me your word On that head, you will ccrtainly do as you have pro- 
“  niilcd ”  Blit brfidcs this, they have brought up a new dem and, which they 
never mentioned b efo re ; it is this j T h a t i f  N agore, T o p eto o r, & c . countries, 
which they had porn-fllon o f, fh ju ld  perchancc at any future lim e be given away, 
they be given to them  in prcfcrcnce to others, as the Rajah Pertaupa S in g  had pro- 
mifcd them undfr his hand. O n hearing this out-of-the-w ay inconfiftent rcqucft, 
1 was exceedingly  furpriied, and told them it w ould be no credit to them to ta lk  
o f  fuch a circunnftance, nor was it worthy o f  us to liften to i t ; that, by the favour 
o f  G od, tl>e N ab o b  was M atter o f  the Carnatick, and would not g iv e  a fpan o f  
the cotin 'ry away to any o n e ; nor could fuch a th in g ever be done, and that to 
demanil it was altogether a w rong proceeding. For thefe ten days pafr, the Coun- 
Icilois of N egapatnam  have not cume near m e, and yet every tim e they com e 
they have fome new perplexing propofal to m ake. T h e  truth is, I have now 
thoroughly perceived that the l3utch are extrem ely defigning, crafty, faithlefs, 
and m ilchievous, are c f  a lozv dirty dijpojition. I have g o t intelligence that the 
D utch  have had letters from  Japan, exhorting them to be fteady, as they (hall be 
able to affift them ; and that they have written them from  Batavia to this effeft : 
“  W h y  have you given up N ago re, & c . countries to the Circar w ithout firft 
“  advifing us ?”  Colonel Bellingham  allb acquainted me with this.

I am fccretly inform ed from  N egapatnam , that the D utch  Counfellors who arc 
at M adras have written the G overnor o f  N egapatnam , that the G overnor o f  M a 
dras told thetn, that "  H e had fent the C om pany’s forces to N agore on account o f  
“  the rains, and that he had abfolutely no intention o f  hoftility ; that his people 
“  fliould not fet foot upon one fpan o f  their d i f t r i f l s t h e  D utch from hence are 
“  becom e exceedingly arrogant, and are bufied in repairing their fort and barteries, 
I have again fent tor the C o u n fe llo rs ; when they com e 1 fhall talk with them , 
and w hatever is concluded on fhall fend your H igh n efs advice o f  it. H ow ever, 
I muft b e g  your H igh nels w ill not vex  yourfelf about this m atter, as perhaps I 
m ay be able to ftttlc it confiftently with your dignity and honour.

C olonel Bellingham  has told m e, that from  the mcafures the D u tch  are tak in g , 
it w ill be proper to call the regim ent o f  cavalry from  T riv a lo re : I anfwered him , 
that there was no need o f  regim ents o f  horfc, and that as the roads were d irty  
many horfes w ould be lamed that four battalions and one regim ent o f  foldiers 
m ig h t I'ulBce, as G eneral Sm ith had already told me they were enough, and had 
w riuen to the G overn or to that purpofe. N ow  that it has rained plen tifu lly, 
and the roads are fo m uddy, many horfes w ill be deftroyed. T h e  C'olonel how 
ever g ives this as his opinion, and has aUb written the G overnor an account o f  the 
bad conduft o f  the D utch  i he has told me too, that he thinks they have a defign 
o f  furprizing us in the night-tim e. A t  n ight I  fleep at the tom b o f  C ader Saheb, 

w hich has alfo been written the Governor.
W h a t  m ore, & c .

^ Tht
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'■ T̂ be Board’s Minute. . *

A F T E R  the reccnt fuccefs o f  our arms in reducing to the N a b o b ’s obedience 
the fort and kingdom  o f  Tanjorc, by which he has acquired fo great an increafc o f  
territory and revenue, and the vigorous and chearful lupport we have given him in 
his late meafures with the D utch , as far as we could go, confidently with the peace 
and amity fubfifting between the Crown o f  England and the States o f H olland ; 
after fuch recent obligations to the Com pany’s afliftance, and fuch proofs o f  the 
ready concurrence o f  this G overnm ent in every meafurc which tends to the advan
tage o f  th e C irca r , we are furprized and concerned that the N abob fliould declare, 
that the inaftivity, or paffivencfs o f  his friends, has encouragcd tho Uiicch to ar
rogance in thtrir negotiations with him. On a reviesv ot' cvcrv thing that has 
jafled fince thefe matters were in agitation, we can venture to fay, tliat the D utch 
lave received no encouragement from  the meafures o f  this Board, or the operations 

o f  the army ; on the contrary, it is evident, that i f  our relblutions to fupport 
the N ab o b  had been lefs firm, and if  the arm y had not co-operated vigoroufly 
w ith his Son, the D utch  would not fo eafily have relinquiHied their acquifuions 
in the Tanjore country. W e  now proceed to take into confideration the two points 
on which the N abob defires to be fatisficd. F irft,— W hether, in coiifcqucnce ol the 
proceedings o f  the D utch, and their views to acquifirion in the country, wc can 
avow edly chaftife them , and keep them  to their ancient lim its.— 7'h e anfwer is 
o b v io u s; we cannot as fubjcd s o f  G reat Britain a ft openly and avowedly ngainll 
the D u tch , unlefs fuch afts fball proceed from the necelliry o f  felf-defence, as 
long as the treaty o f  friendfliip between the Crown o f E ngland and the Statrs-G c- 
iierai continues in force. A s to the fecond,— W hether not appearing openly in the 
chaftifement o f  the D utch , will we affill the N abob with the C om pany’s foldiers, 
and Sepoys belonging to him :— If the N abob only means by ihis quellion, whether 
we w ill affid him with the Com pany’s troops in cafe he is attacked by the D u tch ; 
the anfwer is, mofl: undoubtedly wc w ill aflift him , and rrpel luch attacks to the 
u tm o ll o f our power ; but farther wc cannot go, until it is evident, on the iureft 
grounds, that the intentions o f  the D utch  are holliie to the tranquillity o f  the 
Carnatick.

«

A c r e e d , T h a t an anfwer to the N a b o b ’s letter, to the purport o f  the foregoing 
general obfervations, be drawn out, and laid before the Board for their approbai.ion».

As the N abob, has repeatedly alleged, that the D utch  w ilfully impede the 
negotiations at N agnre by evafions and unnercflary d e la ys; the Prefident inform s’ 
the Board, that he ttii'; morning defirrd the N abob to fliew him the terms o f  ac
commodation which he required from  the D utch, that the Board may have ti e 
furell grour.ds for their future meafures, fhould this negotiation not be terniinatcd 
in an am icable manner: the N ;,b jb  promifed to com ply with the Prcfident’s 
rcqucll.
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K E C E I V E D  the fo llo w in g  letter from  Lieutenant-C olonel B ellin gh am :

To the Honourable Alexander IVynch Efquire, Ptefident and Governor o f Fort St. George.

H onou rable Sir,

1 A M  forry to trouble you thus often, but abfolute nece/Tity com pels me j and 
I lliould  th in k  m yfe lf very remifs in m y d uty did I not com m unicate to  you the 
feveral inform ations 1 receive, and alfo n iy  fcntim ents thereupon.

I undertake therefore to  repeat, that the D u tch  have in agitation  fom ething 
m ore than defenfive. F o u r fliips are arrived at C o lo m b o  w ith m en, am 
m unition, and ftores j I need not fay how foon they m ay reach N egapatnam  from  
thence. G reat preparations are m akin g  both w ithin and w ithout the fort, and 
every  th in g  on their part has the appearance o f  an approaching w ar.

A s  to their treatin g w ith  the N a b o b , I ever th o u gh t, and now  am nearly co n 
vin ced , that it was all finefle ; H is  E xce llen cy , I dare fay, now thinks fo too, but 
p robab ly  he m ay not in his letters chufe to declare i t ;  for this reafon I am the 
m ore folicitous to m ake m y fentim ents know n. I f  the D u tch  confider them felves 
(as too probably they d o ) driven by force o f  arms from  their law fu l r ig h t, there is 
but little  room  to dou b t that by force o f  arms they m ean to recover it.

I m ay. Sir, be m ifinform ed, I m ay perhaps m ifconceive the co n d u ft o f  both 
■>arties •, o f  this you and the G entlem en o f  the Board are m ore com petent ju d g es  :

flatter m yfe lf how ever, that w hile I fufpedt I am lefs liab le to a furprile, and 1
lope m y lay in g  m y opinion thus freely before you  w ill p rove acceptable.

I am . H o n o u rab le  Sir,

Y o u r  very hum ble and obedient fervant,
N agortf,

18 th  N ovem b er, 17 7 3 . . J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M .

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  T u e fd a y , 23d N ovem b er, 17 7 3 ,

P R E S E N T ,

A lexand er W y n ch  E fquire, G overnor Prefident.

--------------------------Jofeph  Sm ith
G e o rg e  D aw fon H e n ry  B rooke
Charles Sm ith Sam uel Johnfon
Joh n M axw ell Stone E dw ard Stracey

E dw ard C otsford.

R E A D
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R E A D  the fo llow in g  letter, w hich has been received from  L ie iu en a n t-C o lo n cl 
B ellingham :

To the Honourable Alexander Wynch Efquirt, Preftdent arid Governor o f  Fort
Si, George,

H onou rable Sir,

T H E  yo u n g  N a b o b  this m orning informed m e that he has fettled all matters 
V ith  the D u tch  ; how ever ’till la m  regularly furnifhed witli pofitive proof, 1 think 
it right to remain on m y guard, and to procure every intelligence o f  their ope
rations £fnd intentions.

Y efterd ay  they advanced 150 men with tw o guns w ithin five hundred yards o f  
•our advanced p o fts; this m orning at day break they retired, leavin g only two 
guards o f  Sepoys, ahd about 7 o ’c lo ck  they again augm ented them  to about 70 
w ith ou t guns.

I beg leave to prefent you w ith fome further intelligence :

19th. A  Catam aran was difpatched to Jafnypatnam , A ll  w orks in the fort 
are at a ftand, the people being em ployed in eredling three batteries, v iz . one 
at the G arden-houfe, one on the T riva lo re  Road,* and another on the Sea Face, 
befides build ing Pandals at the G arden-houfe for the reception o f  the Ibldiers 
expected from  Batavia. S trift orders not to fuffer any one to pafs or repafs near 
the Garden-houfe.

T h ree  Am bafladors went to  the N abob ; they fay H is  E xcellen cy  was very prcf- 
iin g  to fee them , and fent feveral im portunate m eflages before they w ould go.

I t  is reported that they have received an anfwer from  M adras.

I  am . H onourable Sir,

Y o u r  very obedient fervant,
N a g o re ,

aoth  N ovem b er, 17 7 3 . J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M .

P . S, 1 have ju ft leceived  intelligence that they have tota lly  withdraw^ the 
above advanced pofts.

P oftfcript to the letter o f  the 20th inftant, 3 P . M . Intelligence ju ft  now  re
ceived ; 20th, the floop an d C h elin g a  lately difpatched to  Jafnypatnam  had orders

to



to em bark the troops, .a«d carry them  to Bedaroncem  (about 10 Cofs fro m N e g a -  
parnam ) ; they are ex p efled  there to -d ay, and orders are fent to difem bark and 
m arch them  to N egapatnam  w ithou t lul's o f  t im e ; a Catam aran is a lib difp atch ed  
to Jafnypatuam  to brin g tid ings o f  them .

T h e  G overnor and principal Officers w ere up all n igh t feeing guns rem oved 
from  the little  and placed on the baftions o f  the great fort.

P lan ks and m aterials were fent out this day for three batteries w hich  are ordered 
to  be erected on the N ago re  road.
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Purfuant fo the M iniK e o f  yefterday’s C onfu ltation , an anfwer has been prepared 
to the N abob ’s letter o f  the 2 i l l  inrtant, w hich h aving received the approbation o f  
the Board, is ordered to  be wrote fa ir and difpatched.

From Governor Wyncb to the Nabob o f the Carnalick, dated November, 1773*

I H A V E  been honoured with the receipt o f  your H igh n efs’s favour o f  the 2ifl; 
inftant, with the papers enclofcd. T h e  due fupport and protedlidn o f  your High<- 
nefs’s governm ent, in ail it’s ju ft  rights, being a part o f  the truft repoftd in me, I 
cannot but fireJ in the m oft fcnfible manner every thing which can carry w ith it 
the lead idea o f  m y having been deficient therein. Y o u r  H ighnefs fays, that b y  
the paffiven efsof your friends (m eaning evidently the R eprefentatives o f  the C o m 
pany) “  It is certain the D u tch  have acquired great arrogance” . In your letter o f  
the 21ft Septem ber laft, your H ighnefs rcquefts that the troops may be ordered to 
march towards the lands belonging to the T anjore country, which the D utch  keep 
in their pofieffion through dt'ceir, and to oblige them to g ive  up the faid lands to 
your H ig h n e fs ; that it is not your intention however to quarrel with them , and 
that it w ill g ive  y o u  great plcafurc to enter into a friendly and am icabie tvegotia- 
tion. In anfwer to this, in m y letter o f  the 25th o f  th e  laid m onth, I inform ed 
your H ighnefs, that, agreeable to your defire, G eneral Smith fhould be ordered t o  
procecd im m ediately, with the troops under bis com m and, towards the lands in 
queflion, and, on the requificion o f  your Son, to afTift him in the recovery o f  them ; 
recom m ending how ever, that before force were ufed, every confiftent endeavour 
fhould be em ployed for the obtainm ent o f  them am icably. In conform ity to this. 
G e n ia l  Smith was ordered, and he in confequence m archcd to the ealt fide o f  the 
fort o f  T a n jo r e ; where he was obliged to remain fome days for provifions, and for 
the ju n ftio n  o f  your H igh n efs’s faid Son ; who having at length join ed him , he co n 
tinued his march towards the lands in queftion ■„ and I underftand, in conform ity to 
his inftruftions, the fucceeding day after your Son’s requifition o f  the afliftance was 
m ade, afforded him  that a lE lla n c e a n d  in confequencc,. that pofl’cflion was taken,

and
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and Is dill held of the lands in queftion. Now give me leave to aflt your Highnefs, 
wherein does this paflivenefs on theparr o f your friends appear ? whefher, on the 
contrary, it does not appear they have done every thing your Highnefs yourfelf de- 
fired 5 and whether the throwing o f fuch a reflexion upon this Government is a pro
per return for fuch a condudt ? The negotiation has all along been entirely in the 
hands o f your Highnefs. I fhall now proceed to reply to the two queftions your 
Highnefs puts to me j the firft is j— Seeing the bad proceedings o f the Dutch, and 
their views o f acquifition in this country, prejudicial in the higheft degree to your 
Highnefs, and even to the Company, can I avowedly chaftifc the Dutch, and keep 
them in their ancient limits ?

In anfwcr to this, I am to inform your Highnefs, that there is a treaty of peace 
and friendfhip fubfilling between the Crown of Great-Britain and the States-Gene- 
ral o f Holland, which the fubjetts o f botli nations are bound duly to obfcrve; and 
that accordingly, as a fubjedt o f the former nation, bound by that treaty, while that 
treaty continues in force, I cannot avowedly (that is to fay, as a principal) a<fl 
hoftilely againft rhe fubjedls of the latter nation, unlefs fuch aft fhall proceed from 
the neceffity o f felf defence. Your Highnefs’s fecond queftion is,— Whether not 
appearing myfclf in the chaftifemcnt o f the Dutch, will I aflift you with the Com 
pany’s foldiers and the Sepoys belonging to your Highnefs ?

T o  which I anfwer, that if your Highnefs’s meaning in this queftion be, whether 
I will alSft you with the Company’s troops if  attacked in any fhape by the Dutch s 
my reply IS , moft undoubtedly 1 will affift you to the utmoft o f my power : but 
if  it be as I conclude, whether I will fend the Company’s troops, in rhe charafter 
o f  auxiliaries to your Highnefs, to aft offenfively againft the Dutch in their ancient 
pofleffions; I anfwer,— I cannot, until either by an open aft o f hoftiiity on their 
part, or otherwife on the fureft grounds, their hoftile intentions againft the tran
quillity of the Carnatick fliail be fully proved.

^ T  A  c o n s u l t a t i o n , Friday, 26th November, 1773*

P R E  S E  N  T ,

Alexander Wynch Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

■  ---- -------------- Jofeph Smith
G ew ge Dawfon Henry Brooke
Charles Smith Samuel Johnfbn
jo'^n Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey

Edward Cotsford.



The Prefident takes tHfc opportunity o f the Board being affemblcd in the CivH 
Department to report to them,, that laft night he received a note from the Nabob, 
intimating that his negotiations with the Dutch are at laft amicably fettled ; a 
copy o f the Treaty he will deliver to the Prefident, for the information, o f the 
Board. T he Prefident alfo lays before Board a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel' 
Bellingham, (as entered in the enfuing Diary) which was received this morning,, 
enclofing a letter to him from Ummecr-ul-Omrah’s Sccretarjf,, to inform.him thatt 
maiters were finally fettled with the Dutch.

A^ Wynch’- 
Jofeph Smith.
Geo. Dawfon *
Henry Brookcr
Charles Smith 1  ̂‘
J. M . Stone
K<>. Straccy
Edward Cotsford.'.

Came in the following letter from L'ieutenant-Colonel Bellingham, enclofing; 
a letter from Ummeer-ul-Omrah’s Secretary, as mentioned in the preceding C on-- 
fuUation,

To the Honourable Alexander fVynch E/quire, Prefident and Governor^ Council o f  Fort
St. G eorge,.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

E N C L O S E D  I have the honour to prefent you with a copy of a iSttcr I juft'i 
now received.

1 am, Honourable Sir and Sirs,,

Your very humble and obedient fervant,'
Nagore,

23d November^ 1773'.' J O H N -  B E  L  L l 'N G H  A M .!.

Copy o f  a Letter to Lieulenant-Cohnel Bellingham^ November >i7 7 3 *

S I R .

H IS  Excellency Nabob Ummeer-ul-Omrah defires me to acquaint you, that all* 
the Dutch bufinefs is amicably adjufted to His Excellency’s liking.

Tor., c:.. '  b o r- bno (

Your very humble fervant,. t il lU 'O
Nagore,

43d November, 1773. M I C H \  B R U C E ,  Secretaryr ‘

A  true copy, John Bellingham.- ^
A  T
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j A T  A ‘ C O N S U L T A T I O N , ' .  Monday, 29th November, 1773. ■
. t ?:! -'IdSiJ.'rai, J it. -r

, (ti it- rufuu-m.mt •- P  R  E  S E  N  T>

Alexander Wynch Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Jofeph Smith
George Dawfon Henry Brooke
Charles Smith Samuel Johnfon t
John Maxwell Stone' Edward Stracey;

Edward Cotsford..
■ :

T H E  Prefident acquaints the Board, that the Nabob’s Son Ummeer-ul-Omrali' 
Is arrived from Nagorej and that he has delivered to his Father the Articles o f the 
Treaty concluded with the Dutch^.

>.

A g r e e d ,  That thie Prefident be defired to reprefent to the* Nabob the expe
diency o f withdrawing the troops from Nagore, in order to fend them to their 
iftveral ftationsr

A\ Wynch 
Jofeph Smith 
Geo. Dawfon 
Henry Brooke 
Charles Smith 
Sam'. Johnfon •

 ̂ J.' M . Stone
F,d. Stracey 
Edward Cotsford.

EiicfraSl 0/ Froceedings o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George, in their Military
Department^ i j l  Decembert 1773.

R E C E IV E D  the following letter from Sir Robert Harland :

7i  the HonouraHe Alexander IVynch Efqmre, Prejident, &c. Council 'o f Fort St, George,.

G E N T L E M E N , .

AS I underftand by various informations, that the Dutch have brought a con*
fiderable number o f troo 
Coaft fince June laft, anc 
feftly well informed o f al

>s more than to fupply their ufual garrifons upon this 
as I "am nerfuaded that you fpare no pains to be pcr- 
fuch'tranlaftions, and the motives of them, as may either 

be of prefenr or remote ir.iport to the national intereft in this country, I am led to 
apply to you for fuch information as you can give me on that head..

6 I beg



I beg therefore to be informed what is the ufual cftablilhment o f  the Dutch at 
their different Settlements on the Go«ft ; whut numbers o f troops they have brought 
here, more than that eftablifhment, -diftinguifhing them into Europeans, Coffnes, 
Malays, Sepoys, or troops o f  v/hatever denomination ; from whence they came ; 
and alfo what fupplies o f  military ftores th?y brought with them.

The fuddennefs o f this armament iipon the Coaft, and the extent o f it, as it has 
been reported to me, makes it o f confequcnce that Government Ihould be made 
fully acquainted with thofe particulars; therefore 1 am convinced you will forgive 
my applying to you, as I think it the beft means o f obtaining authentick infor
mation.

I have the honour to be,

G  E  N  T  L  E M  E  N, ‘

Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant.
Fort St. George,

1 ft December, 1773. R t . H A R L A N D .

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. Ceorge^ Friday,
^d Decembery 1773*

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W ynch Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

-------------------- Jofeph Smith
' George Dawfon Henry Brooke

Char es Smith • Samuel Johnfon
John Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey

Edward Cotsford.

R E A D  letter from the Nabob, dated the 30th ukim o, with the articles o f 
agreement between him and the Dutch at Negapatnam, and alfo copy of the 
Dufluck given to the Dutch on the part o f the Circar, entered in this Confulta- 
tion.

E xtras o f  Letter from  the Nabob o f  the Carmtick to Gffvermr Wytuhf dated ^oth No
vember y and received i j i  December, 1773.

B Y  God’s blefling the affair o f the Dutch is concluded, and I fend for your perufal 
the original treaty with them, which my Son Ummeer-ul-Omrah, Mader-ul-Mulk Be- 
hauder,brought with him; you will take a copy thereof, and then return it tome; I fend 
you likewife copies o f the Duftuck and agreement given to the Dutch on the part o f  
the Circar. Although the amountof extraordinary expenfes in the encampment at Na- 
gore will not be fo much as during theTanjore expedition, fince the whole force there 
confifts of one regiment of foldiers and four battalions o f Sepoys, yet confidering 
my own fituation, as well as the fituation o f my country, as mentioned in the

former
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former part o f this letter, I atii to requefl in the ftrongeft nianncr, from your kiiid- 
nefs to me, that until feme neceffity fhall occur, the extraordinary expenfes may 
be put an entire ftop to, that I may be Enabled .to pay the amount of the dated 
Kifts, and the extraordinary charges before-mentioned. I now fend you the fum of 
one L ack o f Pagodas; namely, 50,000 Pagodas on account of the extraordinary 
charges, and 50,000 Pagodas on account o f the Kift for this day, in part of the 
amount o f the Kifts I agreed to from the ift of lafl. M ay ; be fo good as to ac
knowledge the receipt of this moricy. By the receipt of thofe 50,000 Pagodas, 
the amount of the Kift for this day, by God’s bleffing, the Company have re
ceived the Turn o f three Lacks and fifty thoufand Pagodas in pare of my agree
ment beforementioncd.

^ranjlation o f  the Treaty concluded between the Nabob o f  the Carnatick end the Dutch 
Government at Negapalnam, 23^ November, 1775.

A G R E E M E N T  between the Nabob Ummcer-ul-Omrah, Mader-ul-MuIk, 
lloftiana Dowlah, Haphies Mahomed, Monavar Khan Behauder, Bchauder Jung, 
in the name and on behalf of his Father, His Highnefs Bandagawn, Nabob 
.Waolau Jau,Ummeer-ul-Hind, Omdat-ul-Mulk, Serajah Dowlah, Anaverdeen Khan 
iBchauder, Munfoor Jung,‘ Sepoy Sardar, Mahomed Ally Khan, Subah of the 
Carnatick on one parr, and the Honourable Reinier Van VlifTiiigen, Governor 
and Direftor of the Coaft of Coromandel, &c. Council of Ncgapatnam, in the 
name and on behalf of the Netherlandifli Eaft-India Company on the other part; 
made and concluded for to make increafe more and more the great friendlhip 
which has along time fince fubfifted between His Highnefs the.Subali and the laid 
Company, concerning his being come with his army, and having conqiiercd tlic 
Fort Tanjore and the countries belongipg to that kingdom j to wit, as 

‘ folbws :

Firft, The Dutch Company acknowledges, and declares to have received, on ac* 
tount of His Highncis the Subah, a Teep, or obligation, o f Coliandy Mudaly, 
faftor of Mr. Paul Benfield at Madraspatnam, and Nullabaram Tarwaddy o f 
Budarfy, tht Biother’s Son of BuckerieeVy, for 484,545 Pagodaf, being 425,000 
new Negapatnam Pagodas, which the faid Company has paid foi the dillricli 
bought Irom the fubdued Tanjore Prince Tuljaujce Rajah j confifting of the Pro
vince Kiwalore, which containeth eight Maganams; the lea towns, Nagore and 
Topetoor, and the MagananiTerpondee, from which amount there has yet been 
deduced or kept back a fum o f 180,000 Pagodas, for which the faid Prince had 
before given in pawn jewels, which now unmoleftedly arc fecured for ir, and
59,545 Pagodas t'Vid by the faid Governor and Council for to buy off the duty 
of the money o f rccogni^sancc and that o f elephants.

Secondly, The faid Company promifes to give over and deliver to Coliandy 
Mudaly, faftor of Mr. Paul Benfield, and Nullabarum Tarwaddy, faftor of Budarfy, 
after the receipt of 1 So,000 Pagodas, the jewels which have before been given 
in pawn by the Prince for 180,000 Pagodas, which amount afterwards is {taft in

•  i f  P account.
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account, fo, and in the faane condition, as they have been fealed up by the Prince's 
feal, and according to the notice of his writers, tliat will be found with them j the 
faid Governor and Council declaring likewife to have from henceforth never the 
leaft claim on the Prince’s countries.

Thirdly, And becaufe there are, in the aforementioned Tcep or obligation o f the 
faftors ofM r.Paul Benfield and Budarfy, compr<^iended*alfo thofc 59,545 newNega- 
patnam as well as Porto Novo Pagodas, which the Company has paid for to buy off 
the duty of the money of recognizance, amounting 105000 Pardocs annually, and that 
elephants, confiding o f one with large teeth and two with fliort ones for every year; 
the faid Governor and Council promife to fend annually the faid elephants, according 
to cuftom, to Trivalore, and to deliver the money in ready cafli at Negapatnam to- 
him that brings the receipt of His Highnefs for it.

Fourthly, Whereas the five original bills o f fale, and one receipt of Gangafa- 
vah Pilla and Narfingarow, which are of the tenor as the copies delivered thereof 
to the Circar, have been fent to Batavia, the Company promifcs alfo to deliver them 
in the month of June or July, o f the enfuing year 1774, to Collandy Mudaly, faftor 
o f Mr. Paul Benfield ; declaring that, bcfides the faid bills of fale of the afore-men- 
tio ed diftridls and recognizance, they have no others, neitlier of the Prince liim- 
felf nor of his Minifters.

Fifthly, H is Highnefs the Subah has, by the Grace o f  God, a long time fince 
been the Lord o f this country, the Carnatick, therefore His Highnels’s own flag 
fhall, by God’s blefling, always fly at Nagore and Topetoor, places belonging 
to Tanjore.

Sixthly, The Company promifes to deliver up to H is Highnefs’s people fuch 
o f His Highnefs’s people, as well inhabitants as others, that might come for 
flicker to Negapatnam as fugitives V as likewke is promifed, on behalf o f H is 
Highnefs, to deliver up the Company’s fubjefts and European fcrvants that might 
run over into the territories o f H is Highnefs.

Further, the Honourable Company promifes to obferve in all things the forrner 
mfloms ; as, on His Highnefs’s part, is likewife promifed to fliew the favour to the 
Honourable Company, to let every thing always be treated and managed according 
to the cuftom.

Thus done, contrafted, and agreed to at Nagore, and figned at Negapatnam» 
in the cafl l̂e, the twenty-third day of the month o f November, in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-three.

J. Apengh Rr. Van Vlifllngen
Van Teflel hembruggen
W . Duynevelt T . E. G. Hafelmann
T . D. Simons Koning

Cornelis Piderz.
(L .S .) Upon order o f the Honourable Governor and Council.

^  W M  D U Y N E V E L T .
^ranflation

1342 E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E  I N  1773;



^ranflatioH o f  a Paper annexed to the Agreement.

A C C O R D IN G  to the bills o f fale and reccipt, t̂ ie fum o f  it  amounts t o
488,545 new Negapatnam Pagodas, and 3000 Porto Novo Pagodas:

W hereof 34,000 Pagodas have not been paid by the Honourable Company to 
Gangafavah Pilla and Narfingarow, which therefore are d educed; the reft 
being ftill a fum o f 484,545 Pagodas, whereof 454jS4S are new Kegapatnam 
Pagodas, and 30,000 Porto Novo Pagodas.

T/je Bills o f  Sale are the fo llow ing :

One bill o f fale dated in the year 1187, the i i t h o f  the month Rabbi- 
laucur, in the year Wifeawarfom, the zzd  o f June, o f the province of Kiwalorc, 
viz.

I Maganam o f the fame name
I —---- —  Chickul
I ------- Tewore
I -Simbiamadeure
I --Palle Cooretje
I ---Magelie
I ------- —  Kelle Coodie, and .
I -Adiakamangulum.
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8 Maganams together for a fum o f 360,000 Pagodas.’

One bill o f fale o f the Maganam Terpondee, filuated in the province o f Cat- 
jenarn, containing eleven villages, with their tolls, &c. for 2400 new Nega
patnam Pagodas.

One bill o f fale o f Nagore, and what belongs to it, and Topetoor, for 75,000 
new Negapatnam Pagodas.

One bill of fale o f the 5000 Pardoes annually paid as recognizance money for
65,000 Pardoes, or 29,545 new Negapatnam Pagodas.

One bill o f fale o f the Three Elephants o f Recognizance yearly delivered to 
the Prince, viz. one with large teeth and two with fliort ones, for 30,000 Porto 
Novo Pagodas.

Cojiy o f  a Dujluck under the Nabob’s Seal, dated nt Caudirpatnam, alias Nagor-e, the 23^ 
i f  November, iT ]2n  delivered to the Negapatnam Counfellors.

' T o  the Phouzdars, Amuldars, and Renters o f the SubahHiip o f Caudir, 
alias Nagore— thcfc. By God’s blelTmg, the fort and country o f Caudinagur,

alias



alias Taiijorf, has been taken poflcffion o f by .the Circar. As I have for a long 
time paft been in friendlliip with, and been favourablylnclined towards the Settle
ment o f the Dutch Company, in confideration o f the proper obedience fliewn by 
the Dutch to the Circar, I write this, diredting, that conformable to- the times 
o f the government o f former Rajahs, ck>wn to the times o f the adminiftration o f 
Rajah Pertaupa Sing, you pafs the cloths o f the Dutch Company upon receiving 
one half o f the cuftoms ■, 'that in the ancient villages likewjle belonging to 
l^egapatnam, you fufFer water to pafs in.the manner which has been cuftomary 
o f  old ; that the people moreover belonging to the Dutch Company, with their 
goods and efFedts, be fufFered to pafs to and fro through the Tanjore diftrifts in 
the fame manner as before i and that in the village o f Chickul they may keep 
their fliops as has been ufual.

Efteeming this a pofitive order, comply with it accordingly.

^ranjlation o f  a Cowle under the Nabob’s Seal, w rote and delivered on Tuefday the 23̂ / 
Day o f  November, 1773, to the Negdpainam Couufellors.

A Cozck to the Dutch E aji-lndla Company^

T H R O U G H  thebleffingof the Almighty, the fort o f Caydinagur, alias Tanjore, 
with the country thereof, has been,taken poffeflion of. In conlequcnce o f  the 
favour, friendftiip, and fupport which I have ever fhewn to the Dutch Eaft-Indla 
Company in the carrying on of their trade, let them now alfo be convinced, that 
in confideration of their friendfliip and obcdience to the Circar, on the part thereof 
they will experience it’s favour and fupport in carrying on of their trade, in the 
receiving o f their cuftoms, and in iuffering water to pafs to the villages o f old 
Ijclonging to them, agreeable to what has ever been the cuftom in thefe refpeds.

fTranJlation o f  a W riting in the Perftan Language, g iv en  and ftgn ed  by the Governor
and Council o f  Negapatnam.

T o  His Highnefs Nabob Waulau Jau, Ummeer-ul-Hind, Omdat-ul-Mulk, 
Scrajah-ul-Dowlalj, Anaverdecn Khan iiehauder, Munloor Jung, Sepoy Sardar, 
Subahd.irof iheCarnatick ; and to the Fountain of Gencrofity, the Nabob Ummeer- 
ul-Omrah, Mader-ul-Mulk, Rolhana Dowiah, Haphies Mahonied, Monav^r 
Khan Behauder, Behaudcr Jung, who having been fent with an army, has conquered 
the fort and country of Tanjore ; on the part of the Dutch Eall-India Compan)', 
W e, the Honourable Reinier Van Viiflingen, Governor and Direftor o f thi Sea-Porc 
o f Negapatnam, & c. on the Coaft o f Coromandel, to a Gentleman o f the Secrct 
Council o f the laid place, belonging to the faid Company, do give this writing j 
to w it;— That ha/mg purchafed from the difpoffeficd Rajah, Tuljauiee of Tanjore, ' 
the diftrid; o f Kiwaloi e, confiding of eight Maganams, alfo Nagore, Tdpetoor, and 
the diftria of Terpondee, together with the Pefliculh, See. and having now received 
^rom the Circar the amount of the faid purchafe, we have delivered all thofe diftricts 
to the Circar; mention o f which is alfo particularly made in the treaty, as is here- 

3 alter
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tftcr expreffed; conformable to which we have returned the faid diftrifts to the 
Circar, and give this engagement, that we have no demand on or concern with 
the (aid country. The amount o f the five deeds purporting thefale of thediftridls, 
end the amount purchafe o f the Pelhcufh in money and elephants from the Circar, 
egreeable to the treaty; we have received, which render invalid the faid five deeds 
o f  fale, together with a receipt of Gangafavah Pilla and Narfingarow, which 
we have fent to Batavia ; we therefore engage that we will procurc the faid deeds
and the faid receipt from Batavia, and deliver them to the Circar in June or July

' 1774, in the performance o f which we are not to make ufe o f any fhifts or’evafions. 
W e  have given this writing therefore as a Saned, and figned our names thereto, in 
order that it may be o f l>rvice on occafion. Dated the 8th c f  the moon Ram- 

1187, of the Mahomedan ^ r a ,  equivalent to the 23d of November, 1773.

J. Apengh Signed by R^ Van Vliffingen
Van Teflell Lembruggen
W . Duynevelc T .  E. G. Hafelman
T . D. Simons M% Koning

Cornells Pifterz. ;

Counterfigned by order o f the Honourable the Governor, & c.

W . Duynevclt, Secretary.

*the Board’s Minule*

AS it appears by the foregoing treaty, that Mr. Paul Benfield, jointly with a 
Soucar, has engaged to difcharge the money which the Nabob is to pay the Dutch, 
the Prefident thinks it neceffary to acquaint the Board, that the Nabob informed 
■him, during the courfe o f the negotiation, he had requcfted the alliflance of M r. 
Benfield in railing the money to comply with the demands of the Dutch j and the 
prefident has rcafon to believe, that unlefs Mr. Benfield had exerted himfelf in this 
bufinefs, it would not have been in the Nabob’s power to have accommodated 
matters fo.foon with the Dutch.

I

T H E  Prefident reports to the Board, that it is the Nabob’s defire chat he 
troops may be withdrawn from Nagore, and ordered to their feveral ftations, ir> 
order to reduce the expenfe, and alfo to fhcw the Country Powers that we are dif- 
cngaged from all difputes with the Dutch, and of courfc better prepared to provide 
for the fecurity o f the Carnatick.

R esoi,vbd, That orders be accordingly fent to* Licutenant-Colonel Beliingharti 
to march the troops with all convenient expedition to Trichinopoly, and on hit 
arrival there he will receive further orders.

* s  Q* t h e



T H E  following letter is now read from Lieutenant Colonel Bellinghana : »

To tbê  ̂Honourable Alexander Wyncb Efquire, Frefident and Governor o f  Fort St^
George,

Honourable Sir, ,, ^ >

"Y E ST E R D A Y  a falute was fired at Negapatnam, which, on enquiry, I found 
was on account o f the receipt o f a letter in anfwer to one fent to Batavia at the 
time our troops took poflcffion o f Trivalore. In it they arc told that they may 
expect nine (hips about the middle o f next month, with troops, ammunition, •&c. 
at the fame time a Counfellor is to arrive to take upon him the governmepx in 
the room o f Mynheer Van VlifTingen, who is to be Commander in Chief o f the 
Forces: they are alfo diredled to make every preparation for war, and to puC 
the fort in the moft defenfible ftate.

They have at prefent employed in the fort about 3000 people, and in different 
detached works near 700.

I therefore fubmit it to your better judgment, whether it were not better 
to have a poft eftabliflied at Trivalore, in order to keep the communication opeik 
to  Tanjore. 1 am,

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fervahf,
Nagore, ' • ’

ig th  November, 1773; J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M ^

A^ W ynch 
Jofeph Smith.
Geo. Dawfon 
Henry Brooke 
Charles Smith 
Sam^ Johnfon 
J. M . Stone 
E**. Stracey.
Edward Cotsford.

i
IN  conrequence o f  the refoKition in Council this ctay the following orders were 

fcnt to Lieutenant-Colonel Bellingham.
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. fo  Lieutenant-Cohnel Bellit^bamy Commanding Officer o f  the" Troops at Na^orc*

S I R.

Y O U  will be pleafed, on the receipt hereof, ro march with the troops, 
artillery, and ftores under your command with convenient expedition to Tricni- 
nopoly, where on your arrival you wiil receive further orders,

W c  are,

h - S I R ,  , ‘

Your mofl; obedient fervants.
Fort St. George,

3d December, 1773. W Y N C I I ,  &c. Council.

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  Tuefday, 7th Decembtr, 1773. *

P R E S E N T ,

George Dawfon , Henry Brooke
Char es Smith' Samuel Johnlbn
------ -—  Edward Stracey

Edward Cotsford.
The Prefident, Mr. John Smith, and Mr. Stone indifpofed.

General Smith abfent.

T H E  Board having met on the bufinefs of the other department, the following 
letter from the Dutch Deputies was read.

To the Honourable Alexander Wynch Efqutre, Prefident and Governor o f  Fort St. 
George, and the Gentlemen o f  the Cuuncil, (2 c,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

IN  confequence of tTie order we lately received from the Honourable the G o
vernor and Council at Negapatnam, we take now the liberty to requc ft of yrru, 
in their name, a fatisfadtory anfwer on the proteft we had the honour to prefent 
to you on behalf of the Honourable Netherlands Eaft-India Company.

W e have the honour to fubfcribe very refpeftfully,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient humble fervants, &c.

(For the literal TranHaiion) ^
Fort St, Gewge,

6th December, 1773. J O H ^  M A R K ^ . D O R M I E U X .
T »



T o  which the following anfwer was immediately returned.

7*0 Philip Jacob DormieuXf William Bhaulamtr^ Johnfon, Efquires, 
i

G E N T L E M E N ,

W E  have received your letter o f the 6th inftant, defiring a fati«fa£tory aftfwer 
to the proteft from the Governor and Council o f Negapatnam, which you feme 
time ago prelcnted us with.

It does not appear to us neceflary to return any anfwer to the faid proteft, other- 
wife we fhould have done it long ago.

W e are, G E N T L E M E N ,

Fort St. George, Your moft obedient humble fervants,

7 th D ecem ber, 17 7 3 . A r .  W Y N C H ,  & c .  C ou n cil.

Received the following letter firom Lieutenant-Colonel Bellingham, dated 3d 
inftanr.

J o  the Honourable Alexander IVynch Efquire^ Prefident and Governor, ^ c .  o f  Fort St.
George.

Honourable Sir,
Since my laft nothing worth troubling you with has occured. I have it from 

lolerabk authority that theftrengthof the Military at Negapatnam, is

Europeans 1 r  1 1 00
Malays > fit for field duty  ̂ goo
Sepoys J  (.1500

To-morrow I lhall have the pleafure o f prefenting you with a monthly return 
o f  the troops, I am.

Honourable Sir,

Your very obedient fervant,
Nagore, ♦

3d December, 1773. J O M  N  B E L L  I N G H  A M .

Letter from  the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to C overm r Wynch, dated "jth Duemher^ ĵ  7 7 3 *

E N C L O S E D  I fend you copics o f two Arruzdaflits from the Governor o f Nega- 
patnam and the Governor of Tranquebv cxpreffing their thanks, alfo copies o f 
my anfwers to them ; the anfwer to the former is in reply to his prefent Arruz- 
^adit, and to the Arruzdafht 1 rcceivcd before congratulating me on the conqueft 
o f  Tanjore,

e x p e d i t i o n  a g a i n s t  T A N J O R E  i n  1775;

What can I fay more ?



o f  an Arrvzdajht from  the Go virrnor o f  Tranquebar to the N uhb ami to U wrctr-td-
Omfah Behander, dated ^otb November, and rectived  y h  December, 1773.

A R R U Z D A S H T ,

T H E  d e v o te d  f la v e ,  w h o fe  l i fe  is y o u r ’ s, w h o  is f u l l  o f  a t ta c h m e n t ,  th e  G o 
v e r n o r  o f  T r a n q u e b a r ,  h a v in g  k i f le d  th e  g r o u n d  o f  fc r v i tu d e  w ith  th e  l ip  o f  rc- 
v e r c n c c ,  and h a v i n g  a c q u it te d  him i'e lf  o f - th e  ea rth -fe lu t i i ig  ccrc m o n ic b  o f  d e v o t 
ed  ncfs, petitions^ a to m -l ik e ,  to  be a d m it te d  to  th e  fu n -e n i ig h tc n c d  afl 'cm bly  o f  hitn 
w h o fe  p o w e r  is infinite, v.ho is a S o lo m o n  in d ig n i t y ,  a Saturn  in h e ig h t  o f  
g r a n d e u r ,  and  l i k e  H e a v e n  in m a g n if ic e n c e ,  H i s  M ; y e i t y , [ o r H i g h n c f s , ] & c .  and U m -  
in e e r - u l- O m r a h  B e h a u d e r ,  B c h a u d e r  J u n g ,  - lo n g  m ay he live !— 'I 'h a t  y o u r  H  g h -  
nefs ’ s g r e a t  f a v o u r ,  w h i c h ,  ii] fo c h a r ita b lc  and l la v e - c x a lr in g  a m.inner, y o u  w tr e  
4)leafcd to fen d  m e  b y  o u r  T h i r d  in C o u n c i l ,  M r .  S e c r t t a r y  B c e x ,  C a p t a in  G o c t i n g ,  
a n d  T o n d a u j e e  P il la ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  a r ich drefs, I  h a ve  had th e  h o n o u r ,  afrcr 
t h e  m o ft  lo n g in g  e x p e d la t io n ,  to  reccive'. 1 t h i n k  m y f c l f  d ig n if ied  b y  i t  in t i m e  anti 
in eternity., and it has im p a rte d  t o ' m e  th e  u t m o f t j o y  and  d e l i g h t ;  I w a lk e d  u p o n  
« i y  head to  m e e t  ir, a n d  pa id  it all  th e  rel'pedbs t h a t  d e v o t io n  and a t ta c h m e n t  
■diftated. B u t  w h e r e  fliall I  find a t o n g u e  to  e x p rc fs  th e  g r a t i tu d e  and t h a n k -  
fu ln c fs ,  w h ic h  th e  benefits,  g r a n ts ,  f a v o u r s ,  a n d  m e r c ie s ,  y o u r  H i g h n e f i  h i s  b een  
frteafed t o b e f t o w  u p o n  y o u r  d e v o te d  (erva n t,  th e  M e m b e r s  o f  this B o a r d ,  and t h e  
reft o f  th e  C o m p a n y ’ s p e o p le  here, h a v e  im p refied  us w ith .  N o r  m u d  1 o m i t  as 
g r a t e f u l l y  to  a c k n o w l e d g e  the b e n e fic e n t  trea tm en t (hew n  to  o u r  D e p u t ie s  th a t  
w ere  len t to  th e  e n l ig h te n e d  P re fe n c e ,  and th e  fa t is fa fto r y  d c c if io n  w h ic h  t h e  
N a b o b ,  o f  h is  g r e a t  c le m e n c y  to  the D a n i lh  C o m p a n y ,  g r a n te d  to  c u r  affairs ; o u r  
D e p u t i e s  h a v e  a lrea d y  fu l iy  c xp re f le d  th e m fe lv e s  on  this  head, and m y  g r a t i tu d e  
r a n  a d m it  o f  no in c r e a f j .  It  is a  v e ry  lo n g  l im e  that 1 h a ve  c o n c e iv e d  tfie I h o n g c f t  
a t ia c h m e ii t  to  th e  N a b o b ,  and n o w  th e  h a p p y  p e r io d  is a rr iv e d  in w h ic h  a m u t u a l  
u n io n  is e t la b li fh c d  ; and  as i t  will fu ffer  no d il i i in u tio n  on  H i s  H i g h n e f s ’ s p a r t ,  o n  
c u r ’ s i t  w il l  e v e r y  d a y  i n c r e a f e : all 1 h a v e  to  b e g  is,  th a t  y o u r  H ig h n e C s w i l l  
p le afe  to  con fid e r  us a lw a y s  in th e  n u m b e r  o f  y o u r  d e v o te d  on es,  and let us feel th e  
b en e fit  o f  y o u r  c h . i i i ta b le  fa v o u r s ,  b y  w h ic h  w e  fhali r c c k o n  o u rfc iv e s  p e r f e d l y  
h o n o u r e d .  1 n e v e r  was defic ien t in g o o d  intentions to w a rd s  y o u r H i g h n c f s ,  and  y o u r  
H i g h n e f s  th e re fo re ,  o u t  o f  y o u r  c h a r ity  and c le m t n :  y ,  has catt a f a v o u r a b le  e y e  u p o n  
m e  and m y  C o u n c i l ,  and  fen t u s  a g r e a t  prefent •, at  th e  r c c e ip t  o f  w h i c h  w e  all  o f  u s  
m a d e  oi>r o ibedience in a v e r y  r e fp c t V u l  m a n n er ,  and e fte e m e d  it o u r  b u lin e fs  to  d e v o t e  
o u rfe lve s  and  facr if icc  o u r  l iv e s  to  j o u r  H ig h n c l 's ’s le r v ic e ,  l o  b e  a lw a y s  as lo n g  as w e  
l i v e  prefent t o  y o u r  c o m m a n d s ,  and  to  f la n d  w itii  o u r  hands lied  b e fo r e  y o u r  
H i g h n e f s ,  fo r  \v;‘ k n e w  n o  o th e r  d u t y :  rny w i fe  to o ,  w i io m  y o u r  H i g h n t f s  h a s  
in l ike  m a n n e r ,  w irn  th't h ig h e ft  d e g re e  o f  f a v o u r  and  kindneffc, h o n o u r e d  w i t h  a 
r ic h  dref>, Has tvalktd afon ler head !o receive it, has p e r fo rm e d  all  th a t  c iv i l i t y  re
q u ir e d  in return  fo r  it ,  audftands divi>tul toyo;tvfsrvice with her hands tied.

j- I m u ft  a c k n o w le d g e  a lfo  th e  infinite c iv i l i t ie s  I e x p e r ie n c e d  f r o m  y o u r  H  g h -  
n c 6  w h en  1  w en t  to  w a it  u p o n  y o u  at N a g o r c ,  and had  th e  h a p p in c fs  to  e n jo y

This paffage in ihe.Perfisxi goes ou as though Mr. AbbelUc Uad gone to Nagore, 8cc. which fecms 
to be a mltokc of Uie Moonihici.
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v.oiir b le f lc d  c o m p a n y ;  a fter  w h ic h  y o u r  H i g h n e f s  w a s  p le a f e d , o u t  o f  y o ttr  c lcm e? K y -  
and fa v o u r ,  t o  g i v e  y o u r  fa cred  fe e t  the  t r o u b le  o f  c o m ’m g  h ith e r  a iid  v i f n i n g  th e  
t o r t ;  a d a y  w h ic h  a b o v e  a ll  d a y s  1 fhall  e i le e m  an h o l i d a y ;  and all th e fc  fa v o u r s  a n d  
k in d n e f lc s  are w rit te n  u p o n  th e - l ic a n  o f  yoiH- humbifr-anfd d e v o te d  fe r v a n t  in go ld »  
I o n ly  h o p e ,  th a t  w h i le  1 l iv e  I m a y  y e t  o n c e  m o r e  h a v e  th e  h a p p in c fs  o f  v i f i t i n g  
y o u r  H i g h n e f s ,  w h ic h  I p ra y  G o d  f p e e d i ly  to  g r a n t— A m e n  1

I  h a v e  n o  o th e r  p n o te fto r  th a n  y o u r  H i g h n e f s ,  and  th e r e fo r e  b e g  y o u r  H i g h 
nefs to  r e g a r d  m e  as o n e  o f  y o u r  S on s, w h o  is w i l l i n g  to  fa c i i f i c e  his l i fe  in y o u r  
t r v i c e , .  b y  w h ic h  1 lh a l l  b e  g r e a t ly  h o n o u r e d .  W h a t  m o r e  b u t  th e  b o u n d s  o f  
ref2)cd.

M a y  G o d  l o n g  p r o t e f t  y o u r  H i g h n e f s ’ s l i f e !

Coj^ o f  an A nuzdaJIn from  the Governor o f  Ne^apatnam to the Nabob, dated i(>th A V  
vetnhtTy 1773- R eceived by the Dutch Councilors, 6th Decembir, 17 73 .

T H E  p r e a m b l e  Is c x a d t l y  the  fa m e  w i t h  th a t  o f  th e  9 th  A u g u fl :  l a d . *

F r o m  o ld  t im e  a  f r ie n d ly  c o r r e fp o n d e n c e  has b e e n  e f t a b l i lh c d  a n d  c o n t in u e d  b e
t w e e n  th e  C i r c a r  a n d  t h e  D u t c h  C o m p a n y ,  w i t h  a ll  th e  m a r k s  o f  a m it y  a n d  c o n c o r d  
v -h ic h  t h o u g h  it  has  fufFered o f  la te  fo m e  Im a l l  d e g r e e  o f  in t e r r u p t io n ,  y e t  h o w  

a g a in ,  b y  y o u r  H i g h n e f s ’s b e n e v o le n c e  and  c l e m e n c y ,  is re fto red  to  i t ’s fo r m e r  
f o o t i n g .  T h i s  has b e e n  h a p p i ly  a c c o m p li fh e d  in N a g o r e ,  o n  th e  a  3d in l ta n t ,  
t h r o u g h  the  m e d ia t io n  o f  H i s  H i g h n e f s  U m m e e r - u l - O m r a h ,  M a d e r - u l - M u l k  B e -  
h a u d e r .  A r t i c le s  h a v e  b e e n  le t t le d  a n d  a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  b o t h  p a r t i e s ; w e  b a r e  e x e 
c u t e d  o u r  p a r t ,  b y  f ig n in g  o u r  n a n ic s ,  a n d  a f f ix in g  to  i t  th e  feal o f  t h e  C c m p a n y ,  
a n d  h a v e  d e l iv e r e d  it to  th e  C i r c a r ;  a n d  w e  h a v e  to  render  y o u r  H ig h n e f s  thoujfoncis 
o f  th a n k s  fo r  c o n d e f c e n d in g  to  figfti w ith  y o u r  o w n  h a n d ,  and  to a d o rn  w i t h  y o u r  o w n  
fe a l ,  th a t  c o p y  w h ic h  M a d e r  u l - M u l k  B e h a u d e r  w r o te  a n d  d e l iv e r e d  to  v&. W e  h a v e  
n o w  o n l y  to  e n tre a t  th a t  y o u r  H i g h n e f s  w i l l  b e  p le a fe d ,  w ith  as m u c h  e x p e d i t io n  as 
pofTible, to  g i v e  a u d ie n c e  to  the  M e m b e r s  o f  th is  B o a r d  th a t  w ere  d e p u t e d  to  y o u r  
H i g h n e f s  o n  th is  o c c a f io n ,  a n d  fulFer t h e m  to  d e p a r t  f o r  tl i is  p l a c e ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  
e f t e e m e d  a f in g u la r  f a v o u r .

W h a t  c a n  I  a d d  m o r e  ?

M a y  H e a v e n  c a u fe  th e  fu n  o f  y o u r  l i fe ,  g r e a tn e fs , .  p r o f p e r i t y ,  d i g n i t y ,  m a g n i -  
f ic e n c e ,  and g l o r y ,  to  c o n t in u e  fh in in g  a n d  r d p l c i i d c t i t !

Copy o f  a L etter fr om  the Nabob to the G overnor o f  Ne^apainam, .dated 6th Dccnrh-
ber, 1 7 7 3 .

Y O U R  A r r u z d 'a f l i t  o f  th e  2 6 th  u l t i m o  I  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  ; th e  p u r p a r t  o f  i t  w'as.
T h a t  a c o r r e fp o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  m o f t  f r ie n d ly  n a tu r e  h a d  f r o m  o ld  t i m e  b een  ef-  

“  ta b l i fh c d  a n d  c o n t in u e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  C i r c a r  a n d  t h e  D u t c h  C o m p a n y  5 w h i c h

• Vide page 1184.
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though it had fuffcred a fmall interruption, yet now again, by thc favour o f God, 
“  all your affairs had been determined, through the mediation of Umojccr-ul-Om- 
“  rah Behauder, at Nagore ; that articles had been executed, to one copy o f which 
“  you had put your hands and the fcal o f the Company, and delivered ic to the Cir- 
“  car, and that Ummcer-ul-Omrah Behauder had delivered another to the Coni- 
“  pany on the part o f the Circar, for which you return me thanks, and defirc 
“  that after giving audience to the Gentlemen deputed hither, I will iiiffer therm 
“  fp'» dily to depart” ; in the perufal of all which I have retcivcd much fatis- 
faftion. M y San Unimcer-u!-Omrah Behauder has arrived at the prefence from 
Nagore, has faid a grent deal to me in your favour, and has brought me the ar
ticles figned by yourfelf and Council, and foaled with the fcal of tl-.e Dutch Com
pany, which has given me gi'eat pleafure. Hence I confulor the friendlhip for
merly efl-ablifiled with tlw General of Batavia, with you, and with the Dutch Na
tion, as now confirmed with additional ftrength ; and 1 regard the treaty now mu
tually concluded, as a fccurity to that union, immovable as the wall of Alexander.. 
Your Deputies of Council have vifited me; the fight of them, as well as of the pre- 
fents they brotight from you, have been equally a caufe of fiitisfaftion to me, and I 
have agreeable to your defire given them leave to dejjart; you will learn from 
them the degrees of friendfhip and favour I bear towards you and the Dutch Na
tion in general.

An horfe and a drefs of four pieces have been fent you •, I beg I may always have 
the plcafure of hearing froiu you.

In a feparate Note.

Some pieces o f linen and a vial of Otta are fent for your lady, which j'ou muft' 
pleafe to prcfent her with.

Copy-of a L etter from  the Nabob to the G 'lvcrmr o f  N cgapatmm, dated "]th Decem
ber, 1773.

Y O U R  Amizdaflit'of date the iftCdoberlaft, congratulating me on the conqueft 
o f the fort o f Taryorc, I have leceived, and confider it as flowing fio.ni the abun
dance o f your fi-nccrity and affe(fl:ion  ̂ Heaven grant that the accompliftuncnt of 
thefe vidories may prove a blefling ro me and all niv allies !

Extras Proceedings o f  the PrefukKt and Council at F irt St, Utorg^, in  ihd r M ilitary 
' Beparim tni, g4b IXtcemier, 177^.

C A M E  in the following Jotter from Lreutcnant-Colonel Beliiogham:

the Banourable- Alexander IVynch Efqwre^ Trefrdcnt and Gcrjernor o f  Eort Gesrg*,

HbrroanrMe Sir, i. ^
T H IS  afternoon a floop arrived at Negapatnam from Jafnypatnam with flfty- 

jL’‘6e Europeans-, they were all imnnediately ilifembark-ed and lodged in*the fort.
\  T h e

V
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ExtraSl c f  Proceedings o f the Trefident and Council at Fort St. Gecr^e, in their M ilitary

Department, iZtk December, 1773.

R E C E IV E D  the following letter from Liciitcnant-Colonel Bellingha-n:

To the Honourable Alexander W\iuh Efquire, Frefidcnt, & c. Council o f Foi l  
t Si. iicor^e.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,
I A  M  to acquaint you, that, in obedicnce to your orders, I have niarchcd the 

troops from Nagore, and am now encamped on Trichinopoly plain.

I am,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your very obedient fcrvant,
Trichinopoly Plain,
15th December, 1773. J O H N  B E L L I N G H A M .

E xtra s o f Proceedings o f the Prefuient nnd Council at Fort St. George, in their Military 
Department, Monday, ^d fanuary, 1774.

T H E  following letter to Sir Robert Harland is now read and approved, and or
dered to be difpatched.

To Sir Robert Harland, Baronet, Rear-Mmiral o f the Blue, and Cunmiander in Cl. ief o f Hit
Majejlv's Sl'ips in India.

S I R ,

W E  had the honour to receive your letter of the i ft ultimo, and have Vill now 
delayed replying to ir, as we were willing to obtain further and more certain intel- 
iigence than wc at that time had refpedting tho force o f the Dutch at Negapatnam.

By accounts which we believe may be depended on, there were in Negapatnam, 
•when our army marchcd from Nagore, eleven hundred Europeans fit for duty, o f 
invalids and burghers about four hundred, befides nine hundred Malays, and about 
fifteen hundred Sepoys.

W e are informed that the ufual garrifon in Negapatnam confilled only o f about 
four hundred F.uroixians and Topali'es, two-thirds o f which were Europeans and 
one-third Topalfes, befides about four hundred Sepoys and Malays. Moft of the 
additional troops arc faid to have arrived from Ceylon. Their eftablifliment at their 
fubordinate fettlements on this Coaft is very inconfiderable, and hath not, that we 
have heard, been increafed. W e underftand that fome guns and military (lores 
have been lately received at Negapatnam, but we have not been able to afcertain 
the cxafi quantity.

S ' A
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E xtra  ̂  o f  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  th e T  reft dent and Coinicil a t F ort St. Gecr:^t', i': tle'n ' AVI'hvy
D epartment^ iSitb D cti'n ik i,  1773.

R E C E IV E D  the following letter from Licvitenant-Coloncl Bellingham;

To the H onourable Alexander i r y n c h  E fquire, P r e jid a it ,  is ft , O tin d l o f  F o il
Si,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I A M to acquaint you, that, in obedicncc to your orders, I have niarchcd the 
troops from Nagore, and am now encampcd on Trichinopoly plain,

I am,

Honourable Sii and Sirs,

Your very obedient fc-vant,
'I'richinopoly Plain,
15th December, 1773. J 0 11 N B E L L  I T'J G H  A M.

E x tra s  o f  ProccediiW'S o f  th e P refid en t and  C otoid l at Fort S/. C earpr, in tb d v  M ilita r y  
D cpartn ien t, IMondav. ^d Janu a ry , 1774.

T H E  following letter to Sir Robert Harland is now read and approved, and or> 
dered to be difpatched.

7o S ir R obert H arland, B aron et, R ca r-A hn ira l o f  th e B li'e, and  Commander in C b i( f o f  I  Hi
M d ie jh ' s  Ships in Ind ia .

S I R ,
W E  had the honour to rccclve your letter of the ifl; ultimo, and have ’till now 

delayed replyin" to it, as we were willing to obtain fuither and more certain intel
ligence than we at that time had refjicdling the force of the Dutch at Negapatnam.

By accounts which we believe may be depended on, there were in Negapatnam, 
when our army marchcd from Nagore, eleven hundred Europeans fit for duty, o f 
invalids and burghers about four hundred, befides nine hundred Malays, aud about 
fifteen hundred Sepoys.

W c are informed that the ufual garrifon in Negapatnam confifted only o f about 
four hundred Europeans and Topali'es, two-thirds o f which were Europeans and 
one-third TopaUls, befides about four hundred Sepoys and Malays. IV oft of the 
additional troops a'c faid to have arrived from Ceylon. Their eftablifliment at their 
fubordinate fettlements on this Coaft is very inconfiderable, and hath not, that wc 
have heard, been increafed. W e underlland that fome guns and military ftores 
have been lately received at Negapatnam, but we have not been able to afcertain 
the exad t quantity.
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A  report prevails that five Dutch fhips have been feen off Negapatnam, fuppofed 
to have on board a large reinforcement ro their military eftaWifhment on this Coafti: 
fiiould this report prove true, wc fhall not fail to advife you o f it.

W e  have the honour to be,

S I R ,

Your moft obedient and moft humblt fervants,
 ̂Fort St. Georgr,
jd  January 1774. A* .̂ W Y N C H ,  5cc. Council*.

Extract of Proceedings of the Prejident and Council at Fort St, George, in their Militoij. 
Department, Wednefdaŷ  ^th January,

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W ynch Efquire, Governor, Prcfidcnt.

------------------- Jofeph Smith
---------  J Jenry Brooke
Charles Smith Samuel Johnron
John Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey 

Edward Cotsford.

R E A D  the following letter 'which was received yefterday from Sir RobcrC- 
Marland :

G  E  N  T  I -  E  M  E  N ,  F ort St. G eorge, ^ th  Ja n u a ry ,  1 7 7 4 .

Y E S T E R D A Y  I received your letter o f the 3d, for which I am much obliged 
to you. I am now to afk you, whether it docs not appear very extraordinary that, 
after all difputes were underftood to have been finally fettled between the Nabob 
and the Dutch, there fhould ftill be fuch a military force maintained at Negapat
nam ; that they fliould ftill be landing arms, ammunition, making tents and gun 
carriages, training and difciplining foldiers. Sepoys, and artillery, and increaling 
their‘military eftablifhment on the Coaft beyond all example j infomuch that their 
Europeans, as I underftand, cxceed th» number of foldiers which this Prefidcncy 
can bring into the field.
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This appears to me to be a matter o f very great importance, therefore L beg 
leave to recommend it to your ferious confidcration j and fhould you think that 
thofe warlike preparations indicate any hoftilc intentions, whereby the peace of the 
Carnatkk may be interrupted, or the Company’s intereft in it endangered, cither 
"by the Dutch joining a French army, or any other hoftilc Power who may'appear in 
thefe parts, 1 fliall be ready to remonftrate againft their keeping fuch a force on 
ihe Coaft, that we may by that means bring the Dutch to an explanation o f thcir 
dcfigns. jc
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I (hall be glad to reccive your fcntimcnts on this fubjafl fully, and as foon as 
convenient.

I have the honour to be,

G E N T L E M E N ,

Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,.
Alexander W ynch Efquire,

Prcfidcnt, &c. Council, R T  H A R L A N  D.
Fore St. George.

The Board’s Minute.

T H E  Board are obliged to Sir Robert Harland for the readinefs which he ex- 
preffcs to confult with them on meafurcs tending to the public utility ; however, 
at prefent, the Board have no reafon to imagine that the Dutch, by their late 
warlike preparations at Ncgapatnam, mean to difturb the peace and tranquilhty of 
the Carnatick, or to ado[)t any plan which may endanger the Company’s intereft. 
W e have iome realbn to believe, that the force which they lately affcmbled at 
Negapatnam, was intended either to afTift the Rajah of Tanjore, or to lupporc 
themlelves in their dilpotes with the Nabob ; now that thel'e difputes are termi
nated, fliouid the Dutch keep up fo great a military cflabiifhment at Negapatnam 
much longer, and Ihtw no intention o f returning cheir troops to Ceylon and the 
other places from whence they came, there may then be lome reafon to imagine, 
that they cany their views farther than merely to defence and fecurity of their 
ani.icnt poflefllons.

A draught of an anfwer is now prepared to the foregoing letter, as entered ini 
the fubkquent diary.

A^ Wynch 
Jofeph Smith 
Henry Brooke 
Charles Smith 
Sam'. Johnfon 
J. M . Stone 
E ‘‘. Straccy 
Edward Cotsford.

6th January'. T H E  following letter, draught of which was agreed on in ycf- 
tcrday’s Confultation, was this day fent to Sir Robert Harland :

Sir Robert Harland^ Baronet, Rear-Admiral o f  the Blue, Commander in Chief of" 
His Majejly's Ships in India, and His M a je ftfs  M inifier Plenipotentiary.

S I R,

W  E have received your letter o f the 4th inftant, and return you thanks for 
the readincfs you exprcfs to confulc with us on every meafure tending to the 
public good.

At
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A t prcfenr, as well as*we can judge, wc have no rcafon to believe that the 
Dutch, by their late preparations at Negapatnam, intend to difturb the peace and 
tranquillity  ̂o f the Carnatick, or to purfue meafures which may endanger the Com
pany’s intercft. It is probable that the force which they have at Negapatnam 
•was collc(fted there euher to affift the difpofleflcd Rajah o f Tanjoic, or to fupport 
themfelves in their late disputes with the N abob; but as thefe difputes are now 
finally fettled, and as they have no longer any pretence for maintaining fo confide- 
rable a nulitary force at Negapatnam, fliould they delay fending back their troops 
to the places from whence they came, after they have had an opportunity o f doing 
fo, we lhall then be of opinion, that there may be fome reafon to imagine that 
the Dutch have other defigns befides the defence and fecurity o f their own pof- 
fcflions ; in which cafe we lhall be happy to co-operate with you on every meafure 
which may counteradl their views.

W e have the honour to be. Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervants,
Fort St. George,

6th January, 1774. A^. W  Y  N  C H , &c. Counx:iI.

ExtraSt o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefidtnt and Council at Fort St. George^ in their 
M ilitary Department^ Mondayy 17/i' Januaryj 1774.

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander W ynch Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

---------------------Jofeph Smith
George Dawfon Henry Brooke
Charles Smith Samuel Johnfon
John Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey 

Edward Cotsford.

T H E  Prefident lays before the Board an indent o f ftores fent in by the Nabob 
for his fort of Tanjore, and reports, that the quantity of ftores in the faid indent is 
fo great, that it cannot be complied with without greatly diftrelTmg ourfelves. T he 
Prefident then propofes to the Board, that the Nabob be addrefled by letter on 
ihe fubjeft of admitting a Company’s garrifon into Tanjore. That as the Company 
are the protectors of the Nabob’s country, it is the duty o f this Government to re- 
prefent to him when they think any part thereof, and particularly any important 
part thereof, is expofed to danger. That it muft be allowed that neither the 
officers nor men in the Nabob’s fervice arc fo much to be depended on as thofe 
belonging to the Company. That, at this particular jundlure, it is the more ne- 
ceflary to be watchful of this important conqueft ; a numerous army o f Marattas 
threatening the province with invafion ; an European Government in it’s neighbour
hood jealous o f it’s reduflion, and extremely anxious to fee it wrefted from the 
Nabob. Befidcs, fhould the country be invaded, it may not be pradlicable to

throw
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throw.a garrifon into Tanjore, fhould the Nabob then fee the nccellity o f doing fo.
11
A g r e e d , That a letter be wrote to the Nabob on the foregoing fubjefc.

A^ Wynch 
Jofeph Smith 
Geo. Dawfon 
Henry Brooke 
Sam*. Johnfon 
J. M. brone 
E ‘'. Stracey 
Edward Cotsford.

lixlraSl o f  Vroccedinp o f  the Trefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their Military 
Department, Friday, 2 i j i  January, i 7 74.

P R E S E N T ,
Alexander W ynch Efquire, Governor, Prefidcnt,

--------------------------------- Jofeph Smith
George Dawfon Henry Brooke
Charles Smith Samuel Johnfon
John Maxwell Stone Edward Straccy.

R E A D  letter, draught of which was ordered to be prepared lad Confultation, (o 
llie Nabob, on the lubjedt of admitting a Company’s garril'on into Tanjore*

A p p r o v e d , and ordered to be fent.

Fiom Governor Wynch to t h  Nabob o f  the Carnatick, dated i i d  January, 1774.

A S your Highnefs, from ample experience, mud be fenfible that the Company 
have the protedion of your Highnels’s pofTcnions mod fincerely ar hcarr, it is 
needlefs to inform your Highnefs, that the protcdlion of thofe pofftflions forms 3, 

very material part of the trud repofed in m e; and that in difcharging of this trud, 
it is my duty on all cccafions to reprefent to your Highnefs, whenever I think
any part, but particularly any important part of it, is expofed to danger, lending
at the fame time every alTiftance in my power for it’s lecurity. On this grouiid, 
therefore, I beg leave to addrefs your Highnefs on the fubject of the fort oi: 
Tanjore.

Agreeable to my promife, the faid fort, on it’s reduflion, was delivered 
over to Ummeer-ul-Omrah, Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, on the part and behalf o f 
your Highnefs, and has remained ever fince in your Highnefs’s poflcffion. Your 
Highnefs has lately fent me a lid of dores which you informed me are wanted for 
the faid fort, a lid far beyond my ability to cornply with. It is by no means 
niy wifh to throw any reflexion on your HighnelVs troops; your Highnefs how
ever 1 believe will ag-ee with me, that neither the officers nor men arc in general 
fo much to be confidcd in, or fo experienced, as thofe of the Company.

IS T  '  In
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In the prefent fituation then of the fort o f Tanjore, both with refpeft to tfie 
fioies and garrifon therein, with an enemy impending over our heads, and with 
the Government of European nations in the heart o f  theCarnatick country, jealous 
at it’s redudion, and Exceeding defirous to recover it out of your Highncls’s hands,, 
I think it is my duty to reprefent to your Highnefs, that, in my opinion, the 
laid fort is not in a fufficient ftate o f fecurity ; and 1 accordingly bc-g leave to ten
der to your Highnefs, in the name o f your fincere friends the EngHlh Eaft-India 
Company, a proper garrifon of their troops to be placed therem. After the 
enemy enter the country it may not be in my power to throw a garriion therein, 
fliould your Highnefs then defire it.

From the Nabob o f  the Caruatick to G overnor Wynch, d a t e d F e b r u a r y ,  1774^

I E N C L O SE  for your perufal a letter o f thanks I have received from the Go*- 
rernor o f Negapatnam ; you will oblige me if, after reading it, you will lend 
me back the original, as I have need of it.

What fhould I write more ?

Arruzdajht fr om  the Governor o f  Negapatnam, w ith  his ufual compHnicntSf dated 
2^th January, and received  i d  February, 17 74 .

Y O U R  Highnefs’s gracious epiftle upon the fubjeft of excufing us the duties 
upon cloth, &c. I have received, and underflood the contents. Your Highnefs 
was pleafed to fay, that you no fooner learnt thefe circumftances, but you fent the 
moft pofitive orders to Narrow Pundit, Dob?cr, who has the management of Tan
jore and it’s dependencies, that no deviation fhould take place in the articles 
agreed upon between the Company and the Circar, but the ancient ufage Ihould 
be ftill obfervcd by all which gracious exprefiions I think myfelf highly honoured 
and diftinguiflicd. I flatter myfelf that the foundation o f friendlhip between the 
Company and the Circar is now fo ftrongly laid, and the treaty between us fo  
firmly concluded, that fo far from admitting any deviation, the engagements o f 
each will daily gather new ftrength, and the fincerity o f our union be continually 
increafing. Our reliance is on your Highnefs. May Heaven make the fun o f 
your life to fhine perpetually ! & c. '

V

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary 
Department, Sunday, 6th February, 1774.

P R E S E N T ,

Alexander Wynch Efquire, Governor, Prefident.
■: John Smith Jofeph Smith

George Dawfon Henry Brooke '
Charles Smith Samuel Johnfon
John Maxwell Stone Edward Stracey

Edward Cotsford.

R E A D  letter from the Nabob, in anfwer to the one wrote him regarding the 
i^oiiiiing of a Company’s garrifon into Tanjore.

^ pKDERED,
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O r d e r e d ,  That a copy thereof be tranfrnitted to the Honourable the Court o f 
Dirfdlors in the packet. This fubjrft has already been lb fully clifculied, that ic 
does not appear neceflary to make any remarks upon It at prerent.

From the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor tVynch., dated id , and received
February, 1774.

1 H A V E  received your letter of the 22d ultimo, and obferved the contents. 
What you mention of my knowledge that the Company have at heart the protec
tion of the whole o f my poffefTionj, and that you have ready a proper garrilon to 
ftation in tjje fort of Tanjore, I clearly undeiftand. It is veiy certain that the 
Governor and Council fhew their kindnefs in the prottflion of my poflVlTions, and, 
agreeable to my wifh, arc herein bound, out of the greatncfs of our ftiendfhip, on 
the part of my beft friends theEnglifh Eaft-IndiaCompany,and have at ail times power 
to afford me afliftance as I may defire; for which kindnefs 1 am thankful to them. 
From the commencement o f my connexion with the Company, in mod of the 
forts o f my country, virhere I thought it proper and mentioned it, there the pcopic 
in my fervice, kept up by the means of the Company, with Officers, have remained ; . 
and again, from whatever placc I have thought it proper, ronfidering the times, 
to put a flop to their remaining, and mentioned it, from that place former Guver- 
rors with great fincerity have removed them : however, in the principal forts be
longing to me, the Sepoys in my fervice, kept up by the means of the Company, 
together with the Officers and Soldiers, arc ftationed for the protedion thereof. 
W hat greater proof o f friendfhip and confidence can 1 give to the Company than 
this, that for feven years pad I remained, with my women, children, and relations, 
at Madras, attended by a few people ? but out of the greatnels of my regard 
indeed I look upon the city o f my friends as my own houle. The former Gover
nor was defirous of withdrawing the Sepoys, my fervants, kept up by mcuns of 
the Company, together with the Officers, from the forts of Palamcotah and Ma
dura; but at that time I did not think ihe fame proper. It is certain that the 
former Governor’s plan for withdrawing of the iroops from the laid forts was 
judicious; for if  all the troops kept up by means of tlic Company were to be 
ilationed in the feveral forts o f my country, I think they would not be lufficienc 
for the purpofe; and from whence then could we get troops to bring into the 
field to repel any foreign difturbance ? Confidering the prefent times, as the 
anembling a military force in the field will be the means of imprefTmg our ene- 
niies with awe and dread of the ten thoufand Sepoys, which, agreeable to the 
defire o f my befl friends, I keep in my fervice, by the means of the Company, for 
the protedlioti the Carnatick country, with the foldiers and artillery men  ̂ for 
the pay of v/hom 1 have appointed a Jaghire, (the cholcn part o f my countty) and 
whofc Batta, when they march, is placed to my account; I fay, if all their, toge
ther with my regiments o f Cavalry, are afTembled in one body, who is there that 
would be able to withftand them ? Confidering the old and great friendfliip 
fubfifling between the Company and me, our affairs are fo connected, that there 
is not the lead room for any difference between u s ; I have therefore mentioned 
what appeared to me proper. Refpeding the military Ilorcs wanted for the fort,

whi^ti
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which I wrote to you about, when compared with my old friendfhip, your fending 
of the fame, and charging them to my account, wotiid not be inconfiltent. :,vW«h 
regard to what you write, that my Officers and people arc not fo experienced as 
thofe of the Company, it is certain that, as well in my fervice as in the Com
pany’ s, new people have little experience ; but thofe people in my fervice, ĵ who 
have ^ en  difciplined for fome time under Oificers in my fervice, tHeif difcipline 
and their exertion in former battles have been experienced ro be equal to the ty m 
pany’s troops; and the Officers in the Company’s troops alfo have feen them, and 
approved o f them. ‘ c- i - - ; c <

W hat can I fay more ? ‘ ’
.IjkA

E x tra s o f  Proceedings o f  tke Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George^ t^ tb eir  M iiitery 
Department, Monday, ix th  April, 17 7 4 .  - ? i

R E A D  the following letter from General Smith : "  tf oJ
r. t

To the Honourable Alexander J'V)nch Efquire, Prefident and Governor, ^ c .  Council o f
F crt St. George.

• 1- . ' u o  i
Honourable Sir and Sirs, ' < ^nt

I H A D  the honour to addrefs you on the 3d o f Auguft laft*, the day rhtf troops
inarched on the lace expedition againft Tanjore, and then tranfmitted to you a 
tranllation o f the Nabob’s propofals to the army on the fubjeft o f the prize-money. 
I was honoured with your anfwer, dated the 16th of that month-f, acquainting me 
you had exprcflt'd your fentiments very fully on that fubjedt, in your letter, o f the 
26th November J 1 7 7 1, and that it was unneceflary to fay more than to confirm tl ĉ 
opinion therein given ; but as it becomes my duty to acquaint your Honour, & c. 
■with every material tranlaftion that paffes in the army, I have now the honour to 
inform you, that by a letter I received from His Highnefs, I underftand it is not 
convenient for him to pay the ranfom-money to the army at one payment, agree
able to his firft intentions; be therefore propofes to pay one-fourth lo loon as the
mufter-rolls and returns are delivered in, one-fourth to be ifl'ued the 30th <of 
September, another the 31ft o f December, and the remainder the 17th day of 
Jvlarch, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy five. ' • -

■ X
I have the honour to be with refpeft, f c

Honourable Sir and Sir?, ' '

Your moll obedient feryant î'- 
Choultry Plain,

.  îth April, 1774. . , ' J O S E P H  S M I T H ,^

>■ v . l ,  .7;

.* Vide page ii;o, t  P«gc 1J89; . J Page 835,
 ̂ r.’o id h  Efctrafl
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Extracts o f  L etters from  the Prefident and Council and Select Committee at F ort St. George 
to the Court o f  D irectors, relative to the Expedition againji ‘Tanjore in the T ear 1773.

Extras o f  Letter from  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their PtMic Depart
ment, to the Court o f  Dire6tors, dated 10th September, 177?. Received in London, 
i f i th  March, 1774.

Par. a. T H E  Select Committee having reported to us the rcquirft o f  the Nabob 
for the afliftancc o f  your troops to fubdue his tributary the Rajah o f  Tanjore, who 
had, as he reprefented, failed in the engagements he entered into at the late peace; 
and the ConTpittce having alfo laid before us their reafons fo rju d gin g  it expe
dient to acquicfce in the N a b o b ’s rcqueft, we were unanimous in our opinion in 
favour o f  the meafure for the rcalbns-l'ct forth in our proceedings, v)hich fha ll wait 
upon you r Honours by our f i r jl  general difpatch. T h e  troops were accordingly ordered 
to affcmble at Trichinopoly under the command o f  General Smith ; they marched 
fi-om thence the 31ft July, and arrived before the capital o f  Tanjore the 6th 
A u g u ft .  T h e  particular occurrenccs and detail o f  the fiegc will appear from G e 
neral Smith’ s letters entered in our Confultations; at prefent we fhall only inform 
your Honours, that the army broke ground before the place the 20th o f  Augu(V, 
and the 17th inftant at noon it was earned by aflault, with a very inconfiderabie lofs. 
T h e  Rajah with his family and principal people are now prifoncrs with the N a 
bob’s fecond Son, who accompanied the arn^ on this expedition.

3. W e  have the plcafure to acquaint your Honours, that this important con- 
quert has been made with a more inconfiderabie lofs than could have been expefted, 
from the length o f  the ficge, and the nrc o f  the beficged, which was heavy, and 
kept up ’ till the laft.

4. General Smith informs us, that both Officers and men have afted during this 
expedition entirely to his approbation, and he beftows great praife upon their vigi
lance and fpirit; and in juftice to General Smith, we beg leave to inform your 
Honours, that the operations of this campaign demonftrate his zeal for your fervice, 
and do credit to his military capacity.

ExtraB o f  L etter from  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitan  
Department, to the Court o f  Dire£lors, dated i«,th OSober, 1773. Received in Lon
don, 26th March, 1774.

Par. 2. S I N C E  the unfortunate lofs o f  the L ord  Mansfield in the river o f  Bengal, 
and the uncertainty o f  the Mercury Packet being able to call here for our dif- 
pjitches, render it doubtful i f  we ftiall have an opportunity o f  addreffing your 
Honours from hence before the Monloon, we think it neceflary to give you a brief 
account o f  our meafures fince the conqucft o f  Tanjore by the way o f  A n iin g o ,  as 
we are informed a Ihip will fail from thence for Europe in the courfc o f  next 

month.

3. Before the march o f  the army from Trichinopoly againft Tanjore, the 
N ab ob  being Informed that the D utch  were giv ing afliftance to the Rajah, by

15 U  fending
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.fending Him men and milirary ftores, HcterhiJned to difpatch a V acketl  to N rga- 
j>atnam,.to rernonftiatc with the D utch G overnnifnt on the vmpropi-tety o f  this 
procedure •, aud to acquaint them, th^t the bad cond u A  o f h i s  rribntary the Kajah 
o f  Taiijore rendereil it ejfpwUent and necefliiry to difpoflefs him o f  hi^fort and 
country, and Vhat an army wm accoidingly a(rrrmb?ed at Ttfchinopoly  for that pur- 
pofei". A t  the defire o f  rhe K a b u l ',  and to give the more weight to vhii embafly, 
Sir R obert i lar lan d  ordered two fhips o f  the line to Accompany the' N a b o b ’s 
V a ck re l  to Negaparnam, T h e  D utch, in reply to the faid letter, m ade'the'm oft 
iubmiffive aclinqwleclgement''., and dc-:kd their b i'vin^^ivsn dvy tijiliatice'/o f h e ‘Ra/iT& 
cfT'anJ^iiX; norwithftaiuUng which, there is.great realon to'bciieve that they fcnt liim 
I'u^pVies c l  mi itary ilorcs during the .md we underftand, that not m<tny days
bei'pn: the f lo r in ,  a confidi rable quantity o f  giap'c-fhot was I'ccc^ived at Tiinjr^re 
from  N'egupatnam. T h is  con.luft in the D utch  WuS not ro be wondered {’.t, as it  

was good policy in them to the Rajah, and endeavour to counteratft the N a 
b o b ’s views in tho cor.qucn: o f  Titnjore. W e  have however related thefe circum- 
ftances, as an introduction to the mcafurrs we have fincc purfued, and to fltcw how 
l i t t le  reafon the D utch  have to  expi-d any m a r k s  of favour from the Nabob.

4th. N o t  many days a f  er the fall o f  the place, when we thoug'it  o f  ordering 
the troops to heir rel'peftive garrilons, a letter was reieived from the N a b o b ,  
fettiiig forth that the D utch  had pofllired themiclves o f  N’ agOre, a confider^iblc 
lla-iH)n in the I'anjore coun try,.and fcveral va lu ib le  dillucls ,  on the pretence o f  
havuig piTchafed them from the R u ja h ; and that they had adually  aiTcmbled a 
c o n fiderablc force at N agore and it’s environs to defend their new acquifitions. T itc  
N a b o b , after reprt fcntin;' tlie invalidity o f  thefe traniadlions between his tribu
tary and the D u tc h ,  aixl likcwite the bad confcquences which m ight rtfult to lii5 
Government nnd du- Linglilli from this great addition to the power andconf;qucnce 
o f  any other European Power in India, rcqucltcd the aD'ulance o f  your iro ps to 
p u t him in ([uict pofltfTion t)f the alienated diitridls, by djfpofTcfliog iho D u tch ,  i f  
they refufcd to give  them «p in an amicable manner.

5t’i. In deliberatirg on this fubjeff, we were convinced on the one hand o f  the 
juft:.efs o f  the N a b o b ’s reprefcntation, and the bad policy o f  allowing the D utch  
to extend their territorial poffcirions on th:* C o a f t ; but we were at rhe fame rime 
cautious left any meafures we m ight adopt' in fupport o f  the N a b  ib’ s preicnfions 
might, in their moft diftant confcqtlences, involve us in troubles with an l-'uropean 
Power, or be conllrued a vioLition o f  treaties fubfifting bcf.vccn the Crow n o f  
G rfat-Britain  and the States o f  H ollan d : we therefore thought it advifable 
c^jnfult Sir Robert Marlnnd, H is  M ajtfty ’s M in . l i  r Plcnipotenti;'ry, on the fubjctik *, 
w h o  gave it dearly  as his opinion, that our affiiling the N a b o b  in the rccovrr)' o f  
ki^ds which his feudatory haJ unjuflly alienated to the D utch , could  i>ot in any 
refpcft be confi.iercd as a breach o f  the treaties now ui force bctw eea England and 
Ilo lland ; and that as we had aflifled the N a b o b  to reduce the capital o f  Tanjore, 
v e  might doubtlefs put him in pofleffion o f  the country dependent thereon^ and 
sCiit him in the recovery o f  the fame from any Power whatever ; and that in his 
ci)iaior);> tkus callcd upon, wc m ight be fu b je d  to ccnlurc, were wc to fuffer the

lan d s
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lands in qufftion to remain in the liands of the Dutch : that he ($ir Robert) wouJd 
have no objection to affill us with the force under his commaml fliouki it be re
quired, but that he thought he could ue o f more fcrvice to the meafure bv re
maining neuter, and reprefenting the propriety of it to Adminiltration at home, 
whicli he promifcd to do. Tiie conftrente with Sir Rol->ert Harland is related at 
full in our confukation the 2 jd  September*. Wc met in Councd rhe day following, 
and after maturely  ̂ weighing every argument for and againft the meafure, vve 
determined to acquiefcc in the Nabob’  ̂ rcqucfl; orders were accordingly fent to 
General Smith to march with the troops under his command towards the lands 
lately acquired by the Dutch, and after every endeavour for the obtaipment o f 
them amicably IhiHild have p'oved inefFtdual, he was diredted, at ihe lequifition 
c-f the Nabob’s fi-cond Son Mader ul Mulh, to dirpcflcfs them, ai.d rtftore the 
faid lanjs to the Cir^ar: at the fame time the Nabob wrote to the Governnient o f 
Ncgapatnam, promifing them the full payment o f the money the/ had advanced 
to the Rajah of Tanjort-, and a continuance of the protection and privileges they 
enjoyed under the tormer Government, piovided they agreed in an amicable 
manner to relinquifii thofe lands which they had unjultly poITeircd themfclvcs of 
in theTanjore country.

The limits of this addrefs will not allow us to enumerate at length tlic 
motives anf) realons which induced us to adopt the foregoing rclbhirion; they 
are entnod r f u l l  on our Cuiifultation the 23d September; and wc flattc-r ourfrlves 
they wil l  fufficiently evince the propriety, indeed the necelTitv, of the meafure, 
both as it efK fts the welfare o f our Conftiruents and the fafety of the Nabob's 
Goverfitnent. It is not however altogether in a poiitic.d light that we have 
defended ou  ̂ menfures; we (latter ourlelves we have made it appear, from the 
fyftem of Government, and the nature of tenures in India, that the Hajnh o f  
T.\.njore, not being Lord Para.nount c f  bis country  ̂ hut 'tributim to the hJahoh, had no 
ripht to alienjte any part of his lands without the confrtit o f his liege Lord, the 
Ruler o f the Carnatick. Payenghaut.

7th. The PrefiJent having communicated to us the purport o f a letter from 
General Sm ithf, repj-efenting the nt coffity o f having a garrlfon of your troojjs in 
Tanjore, as he confidcred the pl.ice by no means in aftate of I’ecurity it Icfr entirely 
to the charge of the Nab ;b’s tro ops, and advifing that pur army might noi be 
ordered to march towards the’ dilTricls occupied by the Dutch until the Nabob 
acquiefced in the meafure •, it was determined to rcprefent this matter fully fo the 
Nabob, and by pointiag out the danger of leaving fo impprtant a eonqucft in charge 
of his own Sepoys, to endeavour to p.evail upon Win to admit an European garrit .nu 
iato the plate. This was the lubjeft of many conferences with hin», and 
every argument was ufed to bring him into a meafure fo evidently for the ad
vantage and fecurity o f his Government, but all to no purpofe i we faw  plainly, that 
the more we preffed the fubjc^y the more averje be was to All \ve could do was. 
to repretbn: the propriety and necefiity of the meafure as far as \V£ could without
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alarming his fears anJ jea lo u fies ; having done that, we left the N a b o b  to take 
his own line, fince, according to the prefqnt fyftem, we did not think ourfclves 
juftifiable in taking any fteps which m ight have the leaft appearance o f  force or 
compulfion. It may be faivi, that his reprcfentation regarding the D u tc h  furnilhed 
an opportunity o f  bringing him to confent tu our proixjfal, fince, unlefs he did 
fo, we need not have acquiel'ced in affording him the C om pany’s aflillance in the 
recovery o f  the diftrifts which had been taken pofleffion o f  by the D utch. O u r  
reafoning on this fubjedt is fully  fet forth in our Confultation o f  28th S ep tem ber*; 
when it appeared to us, that the trial could anfwer no one good purpofe, and m ight 
be attended with many difagreeable confequences ; we therefore dttermined to 
adhere to our firft refolution o f  affifting the N a b o b , and orders in confequence 
were fent to General S m i t h f .

8th. A fter  providing for the fecurity o f  T richinop oly  and V ellu m , General 
Smith marched from Tanjore with the remainder o f  the forces the 8th inftant, 
accom panifd  by the N a b o b ’s Son M a d er-u l-M u lk , who has received full powers 
to treat with the D utch ; and we flatter ourfelvcs that the appearance o f  fuch a 
force, and the friendly offers o f  the N a b o b , will induce them to relinquilh their 
late acquifitions without com ing to extrem ities: indeed their other fettlements 
upon the Coaft are fo much in the N a b o b ’s power, that we hardly think they will 
venture to rifk their exiftence, by oppofing him in the Tanjore  country. T h e  
Danes at Tranquebar, who had claims fimilar to the D u tch ,  have fent a deputation 
from their Council to fettle their affairs in an amicable manner with the N a b o b ,  
and we make no doubt o f  their being fpeedily terminated to their mutual fatif- 
faftion.

ExtraB o f  Letter from the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their Military
Departmtnt, to the Court o f  Directors, dated z^th OElober, 1773. R eceived in
London, 26th March, 1774.

2. W R  addrelTed your Honours on the capture o f  T anjore by the way o f  
Bengal and Bombay, and as we confidered it neceflary to g ive  you the earlicft in
timation o f  the meal'ures we were obliged to adopt rcfpcfting the D utch  after the 
fall ot Tanjore, we gave you a brief relation o f  our proceedings under date the 
14th Odtobcr, and (cnt our letter under cover to the C h ie f  o f  A n jen go , to be for
warded to your Honours by the firft Englifh (hip failing from the Malabar Coall.

3. W e  repeatedly reprefented to the N a b o b  the expediency o f  purfuing pacific 
meafures with the D utch, as long as there (hould be any profpedl o f  their having 
effcdlj  and in all our tnftruftions to General Smith we have (hewn how averfe we 
were to commence hollilities for puttm g the Nabob in poflirffion o f  N ago re, and 
the diOrids which the D utch had poffefied ihemfelves of. F ro m  the dependence 
o f  the D utch  fadories on the N a b o b ’s Governm ent, and confidering how m uch

T364 ExtraB of Letter from the PrefidetU and Council at Fort St. George

* Vide page IJ36. t  P»gc *^38.
he



he,had it in his power to deftroy their manufaftures, and deprive them in a great 
meafure o f  the very neceflaries o f  we flattered ourfclves their G overnm ent at 
Negapatnam would have acceded to his propofals in an amicable manner j but wc 
are much afraid, from many circumftances which have occurred fince our laft ad- 
ch’cfs o f  the 14th OdVober, that the Dutch will compel us, (ontrary to our incli- 
iiation, to have recourfc to force in affirting the Nabub in the recovery o f  the 
alienated diftridts.

4 .  O n the arrival o f  General Smith with the army at Trivalore, a populous 
^illage«about 14  miles from Negapatnam, he lodged the Europeans in the C houl
tries and Pagodas to flielter them from the rains, and waited the refult o f  an 
embafly fent by the N a b o b ’s Son, M ader-ul-M ulk, to Negapatnam. A t  firft the 
D utch  feemed willing to come into the N abob ’s meafures, congratulated him on 
his fuccefs, and profefled the nioft fincere attachment to his G overn m en t; they 
however, as we are informed, trifled with his Vackeels, put them ofl^with evafions 
from day to day, and at lafl: declared that they would not treat with the N a b o b ’s 
Son, but would fend a deputation from their Council to negotiate with his Father 
at Madras 5 and we underltand that the faid deputies are now on the road towards 
this place. A t  the fame junfture the N ab ob  received a letter from the Governor 
o f  Negapatnam, couched in the moft evafivc and ambiguous terms j the purport 
o f  it however was evident, that they did not mean to accede to the N a b o b ’s pro- 
pofals, and that they would not evacuate the dillridls, nor deliver up the Saneds 
or grants from the Rajah, without orders from Batavia, or their Conflituents at 
home. T h is  letter, and the others which have paflTed on this fubjeft between the 
N ab o b, his Son, and the D utch, and likewife from the Vackeels at Negapatnam, 
will be entered in our Country Correfpondencc. From all thefe circumftances it 
was evident, that the Dutch had nothing more in view from their negotiations 
than to gain time until they could receive reinforcements from Ceylon and Batavia, 
and which they feem to expeft  daily, or until the Monfoon was fo far advanced as 
to render it impradticable for our troops to a6l before the month o f  January, when 
the tranquillity o f  the Carnatick miglit be difturbed by H yder A lly  or the M a- 
rattas; and the N abob in a letter having earneftly preflTed our afting with vigour 
and difpatch, we met in Confultation the 21ft  inftanr, and after the moft ferioiis 
deliberation on the fubje«ft, we unanimoufly determined to fend orders to General 
Smith to proceed without delay, on the requifition o f  the N abob ’s Soii, with the 
troops under his command, and to put him in pofTeflion o f  the aforementior.ed 
diftridls, if  the D utch fliould refufe to deliver them up upon his approach in an 
amicable manner.* W e  have not yet had an aniwer from General Smith, but i f  
any thing further occurs in this bufinefs before the clofing o f  this difpatch, your 
Honours fhall o': informed o f  it.

6. In our addrefs to your Honours dated the 20th ultimo,-!' on the capture 
o f  Tanjore, we mentioned in general terms the application o f  the N a b o b  [or 
the afliftancc o f  the Company’ s forces effedtually to reduce the Rajah, and to 
take pofTeflion o f  his fort and country. T h e  Minutes o f  the Seleft Committee^
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whicli are fc-nt by this cmiveyancc, and the arguments entered on the M inutes.of 
our Confultatiorif, will explain to your Honours the motives and reafons which in
duced the Board to acquicfce in the Nabob’s requeft. Many circumftances which 
have come to light fince the capture o f Tanjore dm onjlrate the frop r ie ty  o f  m d er -  
taking the expedition at the time w e  did, as it  is eviden t the intrigues o f  the Rajahy 
hath w ith  the European and Country Powers^ u'^uld very  foon have interrupted the p ea ce  
and tranquillity o f  the Carnatick. If we had refufcd to aflift the Nabob, and per
mitted the Rajah o f Tanjore to introduce foreign troops into the ccnter o f the 
country, and make grants of diftrifts and fea-ports to the Eu-opean Powers, the 
confcqucnces would have proved exceedingly prejudicial to the influence'of the 
FngliQi on the Coaft. Add to this, that in confequence o f our engaging to aflift 
the Nabob in fubduing Tanjore, he was induced to engage to make good fonie 
payments to the Company, even if troubles IhouJd arife in the country; whereas, 
in all his former engagements, the performance o f them depended on the tranquil
lity of the Carnatick.

9. It has been recommended to the Nabob in the moft earneft manner, both 
before the commencement o f the expedition againft Tanjore, and fincc the con- 
queft of the place, to treat the Raj^h and his family with that refpcft and atten
tion due to their former ftation ; and we have the fatisfaftion to learn by letters 
fr om  the Rajah and bis M other to the Nabobs w h ich  he has communicated to us, that 
they are trea ted w ith  much attention and humanity in their confinement.

16. In the former part of this add refs we informed your Honours o f our refb- 
lution to employ the Company’s forces in afllfting the Nabob to take poflcflion o f 
the diftrifts lately occupied by the Dutch in the Tanjore country, and the orders 
in confequence which we had fent to General Sm ith; we are now to acquaint 
your Honours, that the army marched from Trivalore the 21ft inftant, and the 
lame day the Nabob’s Son, at the head o f his Father’s troops, followed at a con- 
fiderable diftance by General SmjHi and the Company’s army, took polTeffion of 
Nagore, thp putch guards having retired to Negapatnam, after delivering a pro- 
teft to the Nabob’s Son, without a fhot being fired on either fide j and when our 
troops came up, the Nabob’s flag was flying in Nagore. The Governor and 
Council o f Negapatnam have alfo protefl;ed againft General Smith ; they have 
neverthelefs thought proper to fend three Gentlemen of their Council to treat with 
the Nabob’s Son in camp, and another o f their Board, with the Chiefs o f Sadras 
?nd Pullicat, arc expcfled here to-day with congratulations to the Nabob on the 
capture o f  Tanjore.

1 366 Exhatl of Leller jm n the SekB Commiitee at Fort St. George

ExtraB o f  L etter from  the SeleB Committee at Fort St. George to the Court o f  D ire5!ors, 
dated %()tb OBober, 1773. R eceived in London, 2 itb  March, 1774.

3. Y O U R  Honours are advifed from the feparate department o f the pro- 
grcls and fuccefs o f the expedition againft Tanjore j it therefore only remains for
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us to lay before you the motives and reafons which induced us to acquiefce with 
the Nabob’s defirc o f undertaking the-fame, and in which the Council concutrcd 
with us.

4. In our addrefs o f the 28th February 1772,* perlLord North, we expreflcd 
ourfelves very fully on the little reafon there was toexpeft that the peace which had 
been fo fuddenly concluded between the Nabob and the Rajah of Tanjore could be 
«f any confiderable duration. It appeared evident that the Nabob defifted from 
the entire conqueft o f Tanjore, not from any want o f inclination to obtain fo 
important an acquifition, but from an apprehenfion that the Company might at 
a convenient opportunity get poflefTion thereof. As to the Rajah, we faw plainly 
that his acceding to the terms of the treaty was a mere adtof necelTity, and we had 
no doubt but he would avail himfelf of the firft favourable opportunity of freeing 
himfelf from his dependence on the Nabob. It was on thefe confiderations that 
we exprefled an earneft defire to obtain your ideas and fentin-Mrnts on the conduft 
to be obferved by this Government, Ihould it be neceflary to take a determined 
line with rclpeft to the Nabob and the Rajah of Tanjore.

5. That your Honours may be the more fully informed of the motives and rcn- 
fons which weighed with us in the refolution we took to affift the Nabob in re
ducing Tanjore, we have fent by this conveyance a copy of our pjoceeding'i from 
the departure o f the Triton, and beg leave to refer your Honours particularly to 
the Committees noted-f-j and wc truft that our condudl will meet with your 
approbation.

6. W e wifli we could fay we have any reafon to hope that this additional proof 
we have given the Nabob of the Company’s attachment and regard to his inte- 
rcfts, had removed all thofe feeds o f jealoufy and diftruft whicK he hath long 
entertained, and that a firm confMence and reliance on the Company had formed 
a place in his m ind; indeed we did not flatter ourfelves with the expedation of 
fuch a change in his difpofition j on. the contrary, w e w ere w ell aware o f  the danger o f  
increafmg his p ow er  and influence, by the addition o f  fo  valuable an acquifition as that o f  
the kingdom o f  ‘Tanjore; w e fa w  plainly^ that all his v iew s, a ll his endeavours, have in
variably tended to the attainment o f independency: neverthelefs we thought we could 
not refufe him the afliflrance he required, on the fame grounds and piinciplcs 
which are fet forth at large in our proceedings of* 1771, when the former expedi
tion was undertaken i we thought wc could not refufe an Ally o f the Crown the 
affiftance o f the Company’s troops in reducing one of his tributaries, wliofe con- 
dud was become obnoxious to him. W e faw lefs danger to the faf’ety and peace 
o f the Carnatick, and to the Company’s pofleflions, by reducing Tanjore to the 
N ibob’s obedience, than by fufFering it 'to  remain in the hands of adifaffefted 
Prince, v ĥo we were well convinced was ready to join the firft invader, and who 
we had full afllirances was endeavouring to ftrengthen himfelf by foreign alliances 
and by foreign aid.

to the Court of Dire^orsy dated z^th'OSoher  ̂ r 77J. AppEwcrx, No. X X V II. 1367

* Vide page 934. f  Tage 1107 to
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7. Your Honours obferve by our proceedings, that the Nabob offered to 
make the Cornpany a prefent o f ten Laclts o f Pagodas, in cafe the fort and 
coun try o f T an jo re  were put into his poflefllon, in the fam e m anner as he did 
when the former expedition was undertaken.* Our rep ly f was the fame as it was 
then; that whatever fum he m ight be pleafed to give tlie Company as a free 
and voluntary prefent, we would receive with thanks, and advife your Honours, 
but that we were not authorized to receive that or any other fum  as a confide- 
ration, compa<5t, or agreement, for p u ttin g  him in poffefTion of any conquefts 
that might be made. Nothing has paffed with him on. this fubjed fince the 
Tcduftion of Tanjore.

-ExtroB o f  L etter from  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. G eorge, in their M ili- 
. tary Department, to the Court c f  DireSlors, dated 6th Fsbruary, 1774. R eceived

in London, 14/^ 1 7 7 4 -

Par. I.  IN  our addrcfs by the Mercury Packet, wc gave your Honours a gene
ral idea o f the moft material occurrences in this Government, and endeavoured to 
lay before you a fuccintfl account of the ftcps we had been obliged to take regard
ing the Dutch after the redudtion o f Tanjore; the m arcliof the army, on the re- 
quifition of the Nabob, to put him in poflefllon o f the diftrifts Tvreftcd from the 
late Rajah by theJDutch, and the final accomplilhmcnt o f this objeft, after a faint 
Ihew of refiftance made by the Dutch guards who were ftationed in and about Na- 
gore. Previous to our reply to your feveral commands of laft feafon, we lhall beg 
leave to purfue this fubjcdl, and relate the moft material circumftanccs until the 
iinal accommodation of matters between the Nabob and the Government o f Nega- 
parnam. It appears to us necefTary to be circumftantial on this head, that your 
Honours may be furniflied with fufficient materials to refute any mifreprefentations 
in Europe.

2. Nearly about the time that the Nabob was put in pofleflion o f Nagore and 
the other diflridls, a deputation from the Government of Negapatnam arrived at 
this place, with prefents to the Nabob, and congratulations on thefuccefsof his 
arms againft the fort o f Tanjore. T he Chief o f the faid deputation, when they 
waited on our Prefident, prefented a proteft on the part of the Dutch Company 
againft this Government for theafTiftance wchad afforded the Nabob.

3. It is not our intention here to enter into a minute defence o f our conduft, or 
to defcend to a particular refutation o f the complaints exhibited in the faid proteft; 
the moft material parts are already anfwered by our proceedings on that fubjeft];; 
to thefe proceedings we beg your Honours to be referred, in which are contained 
the reafons which determined us to a'ffift the Nabob in  afferting his juft claims 
upon the Dutch. A  Cofy o f  the fa id  P rotefi § is now fent a number in the packet.

*  Vide pge mo. :f- Page 1119. J Page i i i i  to 1229. § Page 1305.
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4. The Nabob being in full poflrfnon o f the Tanjorc country, your army would 
have been ordered to it’s feveral ftations, had not the Nabob reqviclled that it might 
remain at Nagore, a fea port within three miles o f Negapatnam, to give weight to 
the negotiations o f his Son with the Dutch ; who, notvvithflanding their thundering 
proteft, were all this time endeavouring to make the bcft bargain they could with 
the Nabob. For the circumflances and the progrcfs o f this negotiation, we be^ 
your Honours will be pleafcd to refer to the Confultations and the Country Correl- 
pondence: fuffice it to fay, that after many cvafions and delays on the part of the 
Dutch, matters were r’ t laft finally accommodated ; and for your information we 
have tranfmitted a copy o f the articles o f agreement in the packet.

5. It is inferted in the treaty o f agreement, that the Dutch at Negapatnam are 
in every refpeft to conform to their ancicnt cuftoms ; from which it was inferred, 
that their military eftablifliment was not to be increafed, and that the troops which 
they had brought to N^apatnam from Ceylon and Batavia Ihould be fent back ac 
foon us opportunities offered : but as this is a fubjedt which has given rife to a cor- 
refpondcnce between us and Sir Robert Harland, we fliall have occafion to write 
inore fully upon it in the courfe o f this addrefs.

zp. Having now replied to your feveral commands refpecbing this department 
received in the courfe o f the fcafon, we fhall now procecd to give your Honours an 
account of our tranfaftions fince the laft general auviccs.

30. W e informed your Honours immediately on the fall o f Tanjorc, by the way 
o f Bengal and Bombay, of the fuccefs oiyour arms on that expedition. Our Con
fultations, which wait upon your Honours by this difpatch, together with the pro
ceedings of the Seleft Committee that were fent home in the Mercury, will give 
yo I a particular account of our deliberations previous to the expedition, and the 
material occurrences during the fiege. In the courfe of this addrefs we fhall have 
occafion to relate the meafures which we wifhed the Nabob to adopt for the fecu- 
rity of this important conqueft.

39. Your Honours will perceive, by a reference to our Confultations, a letter 
rddrefled to us by Sir Robert Harlandf, regarding the warlike preparations of the 
]?utch at Negapatnam, and defiring to receive from us a particular account there
of, reprefenting that the fuddennefs o f this armament made it a matter o f confe- 
qucnce that Government fhould be made fully acquainted with it. Our reply."}; con
tained the fulleftand moft authentic intelligence that we could procure. In a few 
days we received another letter from SirRobert Harland§, communicating his apprc- 
henfions froni the preparations which the Dutch were making at Negapatnam, and 
ofFeiing to remonftrate againll their keeping fuch a force upon the Coarf, if  we were 
of opinion that their preparations indicated any hoflile intentions. W e are at all 
times ready to co-operate with Sir Robert Harland in meafures wherein his influence 
or rhe force under his command can be ufcd to public advantage ; but in the cafc 
now before us, it did not appear that any good purpofe would be anfwcfed by

t  V i d e p n g e  J 3 3 9 .  J  I’ a g e  1 3 5 3 .  i  P a g e  1 3 5 4 .
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2. Your Honours were advifed, from the Milirary Department, o f the mcafures 
taken to obtain from the Dutch the reftitution of the diltriits belonging co Tanjore, 
nliich it appeared to us they had unjuftly poireffed tlicmfclves of. From the lorcc 
ihoy had cGl!e(5ted , and the meafurcs they were taking, we had fome caufc to be
lieve they meant to defend thcmfelves in their new acquifitions by force i and the 
more lb, as it was currently reported they had adually lent a Vackeel to the Ma- 
rattas; we therefore thought it necellary to write to Mr. Moflyn, your Refident at 
I’oonah, for certain information refptrfting the truth of than report : from  Mr. 
Mofiyn's anfwer, ‘which w e  received  the i^ tb % nnary\y w e had a ll rca ffn  ie  i^ iev t (Lot 
the report voas w ithout any foundation.

W e are,

H O N O U R A B L E ,

Your faithful humble fcrvants,

Fort Sr. George, Ar. Wynch
6th February, 17,74. John Smith

olirph Smith 
. M. Stone.

ExtraEl o f  "Letter from  the Vrefident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitary 
Department, dated %sih January, ^1 1 Received in London ^th Ju ly , 1775.

?ar. 19. R E P O R T S from Negapatnam fay, that the Dutch intend to difpofe of 
tnoft of thfir fadtories upon this Coaft, and only to keep fuch as are advantageous 
to their Company } that Negapatnam is to be reduced to a Chiefifhtp fubordinatc to 
Colombo ; that the Sepoys which were entertained fome time ago, in con(ifqucnc« 
o f their difputcs with the Nabob, have been difcharged, and their European force 
removed to Cochin and Colombo.

^0 the Court o f  B irtB ors^  d a ted 6tbF ebruary, Appindix. No. X X V II. 1371

h e t  ter from  the l^reftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary 'Department, to 
th e Court ofDireSiors, dated iA,tb May, 1776. R eceivedin London, 3 1 Jt

To the Honourable the Court o f  D ireBors f o r  Affairs o f  the Honourable the United Com
pany o f  Merchants o f  England trading to the Eajl Indies,

HonourablCj

W E  paid our sefpeits to you by the Ankerwyke and HillHiorough, under date 
che 14th February, and then acquainted you that the Nabob had admitted your 
sroops into the garrifon o f Tanjore the 9th o f that month.

N o perfuafions, however, could induce him to concur in reftoring the Rajah *, he 
fftid he would not oppofe the execution of your orders, but would never confent to

f  Vide- N ote, page 13101
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2. Your Honours wereadvifed, from the Miiirary Department, o f the meafures 
taken 10 obtain from the Dutch the rcftitution of the diltri^ts bcjonglng co Tanjorc, 
ri hich it apjvearcd to us they had unjuftly poffcired themfclvcs of. From the force 
they had colJcfted, and the meafurcs they were taking, we had fome caufe to be
lieve they meant to defend themfelves in their new acquifitions by force; and the 
more fo, as it was currently reported they had adually fent a Vackeel to the Ma- 
rattas; we therefore thought it ncceHary to write to Mr. Moftyn, your Refident at 
Poonah, for certain information refpfiSting the truth of that report : from  Mr. 
Moftyn's anfwa-, ivhicb ive received the 1 \xh January  t> hod cUl rtafon to Miievt tbat 
the report n a s w i h u t  any foundation.

W e  are,

H O N O U R A B L E ,

Your faithful humble forvants,

Fort Sr. George, Af. Wynch
Oth February, 17.74, John Smith

, nieph Smith 
M. Stone.

iExtraEl o f  L etter from  the Prejident and Ceunctl at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitary 
Departmenti dated 25th January^ ^115- R ecetved in London g tb  Ju ly , 1775.

!Paf. 19. R E P O R T S from Negapatnam fay, that the Dutch intend to difpofe of 
tnoft of thfir fadtories upon this Coaft, and only to keep fuch as are advantageous 
to  their Compa^ny j that Negapatnam is to be reduced to a Chieflhip fubordinate to 
Colombo ; that the Eepoys which were entertained fome time ago, in coniequenc« 
o f their difputes with the Nabob, have been difcharged, and their European forcc 
removed to Cochin and Colombo.

40 ihe Courl of DircBorStdtii(d6thFehrtcarj  ̂ I77+* A ppen dix. No. XXVII. 1371

Letter from  the Freftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary 'Department, to 
the Court o f  DireSlors, dated 14 tb May, 1776. Received in London, 3 1 J i fav.uary, 1777.

^0 the lioHourahk the Court o f  B ireB ors f o r  Affairs o f  the Honourable the United Com- 
fa n y  o f  Merchants o f  England trading to the Eajt Indies.

Honourable,

W E  paid our j efpcdts to you by the Ankerwyke and Hillfborough, under date 
che 14th February, and then acquainted you that the Nabob had admitted your 
sroops into the garrifon o f Tanjorc the 9th of that month.

No perfuafions, however, could induce him to concur in reftoring the Rajah j he 
fnid he would not oppofe the execution o f your orders, but would never conl'cnt to

f  Vide- Note, page ijio*
l i  Y * Igivc



give up the Tanjorc country. So circumftanccd, we determined, in confequencc 
o f the orders you had been pleafcd to fend us by the Grenville, to reftore the R a
jah by your authority ; and we thought proper to entruftthe execution of ihofe or
ders to our Prefident. H e fet out the 30th March, and returned from Tanjore the 
5th May j and we have now the pleafure to tell you, that the Rajah is put into the 
pofTellion o f the whole country his Father held in 1762,* when the treaty was con
cluded by the Nabob.

H is fort is not only garrifoned by your troops, but his country protcfled by themt 
alfo. He has, on this account, engaged to jpay into your calh 4,00,000 Pagodas an* 
nually ; and will keep no other troops himfelf, but what are neceffary for his guards 
the number not to exceed 500. W e have the greater fatisfaflion in informing you  ̂
of this, as every meafure we have taken, has been at his requeft^

And the enclofed copy o f the Rajah’s letter will, we flatter ourfcIveS, give your 
Honours perfedl fatisfaftion. W e did not think it right to accept any additional coun
try near Deva Cotah. W e have complied with the Rajah’s requeft in all other re- 
fpcdts; and our Prefident begs leave to affure you, that he cannot exprefs how 
grateful tlie Rajah is for the juftice you have done him, nor how much he merits 
your countenance and protedlion.

W e are,

H O N O U R A B L E ,

Your faithful humble fervants^

Fort St. George, Pigot
14th M ay, 1776. Geo. Stratton

Rob. Fletcher
G . Dawfon 
Henry Brooke 
Claud RufTell 
A . Dalrymple 
J. M . Stone

1372 FromtbeKiit^of'TanjoretohordPigoti m b  Jpril, 1776. A p p e n .N o .  X X V IL

Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan 
Geo. Mackay.

From the K ing o f  Tanjore to L ord T igot, dated i l t h  Aprils 1776.

T H E  fatisfadvion I feel on occafion of fuch an extraordinary friendfhip and juftice 
as the Company have difplayed toward to me is fo great, that were I to begin to tell 
you what my mind conceives on thisoccafion, the fubjedt would never have an end. 
Mad I a thoufand tongues they could not exprefs my gratitude. When 1 had an

* This aflertion is premature; The countries of Arny and Hanamanugoody arc ftill in the Nabob’* 
poffelEon.-----Seepage X370(*).
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interview with your Lordfhip, I opened to you th« fentiments o f my heart; but as 
mere verbal declarations on this head are infufficient, I have thought it proper to 
write you a letter.

I fhall ever confider myfelf as nourilhed and protefted by the Company % and 
fliall therefore never affift or fuccour their enemies. No meafure fhall ever 
proceed from me that is contrary to their interefts; nor will I ever fct On foot any 
connexion with other Powers, without the Company’s confent. This I h:we writ
ten, as a means of increafing the friendfhipthat is between os. In the prcfcnt con
dition of my country, the placing a garrifon of the Englilh troops in the fort and city 
o f Tanjpre is exceedingly neceflary; but, befidcs this garrifon, if the Company will 
allow fome more troops likewifc for the proteftion of my whole country, thisaHo wiU 
be highly proper. If, by the favour of Heaven, this be put intotxecution, neither I 
nor any o f my family will need to apprehend chat the calamities o f war will fall upon 
this country again j and if the Company will only favour me thus far, I will, with 
pleafurc, aflign them out of my revenues the fumof four Lacks of Pagodas per annum 
for their military expenfes. The mode of payment as follows: November 20,000, 
December 40,000, January 40,000, February 100,000, March 100,000, April 
100,000.

» For my body-guard, I fliall keep a body o f men, from one hundred to fire hun
dred ; and I want not to have one man, cither horl'e or foot, more than t̂hac number.

As my finances arc in utter diforder, and the ftate o f my country all in confu- 
fion, I muli throw myfelf on the Company for my prclcnt ftipport j I therefore 
wifli them to buy o f me, at a reafonable rate, all the grain of the prefent year, ex
cepting what my country may be in need of. By this meafure ihe Company will 
not be burthened, and 1 fhall be enabled to defray the cxpcnfcs of my government, 
without running in debt.

Finally, a» the fort o f Deva Cotah, has no country annexed »o it, I beg the 
Company will take what they think proper as a dependency thereon.

The co^intry o f Tanjorc is the Company’s j I have only to beg that they will 
prcferve my honour.

Letter from  the K ing o f  Tanjore to the Honourable the Court o f  DireRors, dated z i j i  
October^ 1776. R eceived over-landt i^ tb  May^ 1 7 7 7 -

■WHAT words fhall I make ufe of to exprefs my gratitude to you, for fending 
tlie great and ilhiftrious Lord Pigot into this country, to reftore to me my fort and 
my kingdom, and for the many other favours you have fhewn me.

Thoufands o f tongues would not be fufficient to exprefs your goodnefs, or my 
feelings; it is inftances like this, both of jufticc and o f honour, that have fpread

the



f̂ cifunng the years 1771 and 17 7 2 ,-the Pelliciifh paid cmoiinted to eight I.acks 
more: I gave one and a half Lack as a prefent to ilie Nabob’s ddtft Son: for 
the expenfes o f the people at Madras I paid Rupees 52,382 : 12 Annas j fo that 
notwithitanding the colledions made in the country diirinji; two years, and the 

• i2 i  Lacks paid down in ready money, there remained a balance due o f Rupees 
: 6^^*.) eleven Lacks, fixty-three thoufand one hundred and ten, and 

•fix and a half Annas. The Nabob having declared he would not diftrefs my 
country, I mortgaged to Mr. Benfield thofc diftrifts which were formerly in the 

•polTeflion o f the Nabob; and when this Gentleman’s Dubafli came to Tanjore, 1 
*got him to write a Teep for the amount of this balance, payable by one o f the 
people about the Nabob, and which was ft-nt to Madras and delivered to him : 
upon receiving it he declaral that his accounts with me were fettled, and that he 

•h~ad no further demands upon me. Things were thus fituatai, when the Nabob, 
'having forgot all the good offices that were done for him, and being determined, 

through the moft deceitful and unjuftifiable means, to get pofleffion o f my king
dom, he iifed his influence with Mr. Benfield and his Dubafh i fent for the latter 
down toMadras,made him declare thathehad never wrotetheabove-mcnticncdTcep, 
and prevailed upon him to raife many other afperfions to my prejudice: the Nabob 
had equal influence with tiiofe in charge o f your aftairs at Madras; and in the 
year 1773 he fent an army againfl; me under the command of his fecoiui Son, W'ho 
rook my fort, put myfelf and my family in clofe confinenwnt, ftripped me o f 
my cloaths, riiy jewels, my elephants, my horlw, and every thing about me that 
was valuable; he likewife plundered my fort, my treafury, my armoury, and 
pradtifed an unheard-of cruelty in tven robbing my women of the ornamcnti- 
they wore : according to the accounts taken, he carried away to the amount of one 
Crore, five Lacks, and ten thoufand Pagodas : he enjoyed the revenues o f m/ 
country for two years and a half, in which he collefted fifty Lacks o f Pagodas 
more, and reduced it to a ftate o f the utmoft poverty and diftrefs.

J T h e  Nabob having heard by a fliip from Europe, that Lord Pigot was coming 
to take charge o f  the Government, he gave Mr. Benucld and others Tuncaws upon 
the Tanjore countrv, to whac amount he thought proper. A fter  his Lordfliip’s ar
rival at Madras, before he came to Tanjore, or fent an Englilh garnion to take pof- 
ftflion o f  it, I remained a clofe prifoner, under conftant apprehenfion o f  bti.ng cut 
oft’; from this dreadful fituation his Lordfliip releafed me, and put me in full pollef- 
fion o f  my fort and o f  my kingdom. Before Lord Pigot’ s arrival, the N ab ob  car
ried away the guns and every thing clfe that was valuable in the fort, and left only 
the bare walls deftitute o f  every thing! this was feen by his Lordlhip ; who, after 
having enquired into the ftate o f  my finances, and every thing elfe relating to me, 
d'^parted for Madras. An account o f  the whole will be feen by you in his I.ord- 
Ihip’s letters, and in that which 1 have addreffed to hi.m, dated Tanjore, the i jtU  
A p ril  1776.

When I received polTcffion o f the kingdom, there was a quantity of grain re
maining in it; fome part of which was delivered to the Comjpany, as you will fee 
by what his Lordlhip has wrote you.

 ̂ 15  W
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•tiuring the years 1771 and 17 7 2 ,-the PcHiciifh paid r,mounted to cls^ht J.acks 
more: I gave one and a half I.ack as a prcfent to t'le Nabob’s c-ldcll Son: for 
the expenfes o f the people at Madras I j)aid Rupees 52,382 : 12 Annas; lb that 
notwithftanding the col ediorrs made in the country durino; two years, and the 

* i2 i  Lacks paid down in ready money, there remained a balance due of Rupees 
■(11,63,110 : 6iAs.) eleven Lacks, fixty-three thoufand one hundred and ten, and 
'fix  and a half Annas. The Nabob having declared he would not diftrefs my 
country, I mortgaged to Mr. Benfleld thofe diftrids which were formerly in the 

'poflVffion of the Nabob; and when this Gentleman’s Dubadi came to Tanjore, I 
'g o t him to write a Teep for the amount of this balance, payable by one o f the. 
people about the Nabob, and which was fent to Madras aiid delivered to him : 
upon receiving it he declared that his accounts with me were fettled, and that he 

*had no further demands upon me. Things were thus fituated, when the Nabob, 
'having forgot all the good offices that were done for him, and being determined, 
'through the moft deceitful and unjuflifiable means, to get pofleffion o f my king- 
•dom, he ufed his influence with Mr. Bcnfield and his Dubalh j fent for the latter 
down toMadras,made him declare that he had never wrote the above-mcntionedTccp, 
and prevailed upon him to raife many other afperfions to my prejudice : the Nabob 
had equal influence with tliofir in charge o f your affairs at Madras; and in the 
year 1773 he fent an army againfl me under the command of his ftcoiul Son, who 
rook my fort, put myfelf and my family in clofe confinement, ftripped me o f 
my cloaths, my jewels, my elephants, my horfes, and every thing about me that 
was valuable; he likewife plundered my fort, my treafury, my armoury, and 
pradlifed an unheard-of cruelty in even robbing my women of the ornaments- 
they wore : according to the accounts taken, he carried away to the amount of one 
Crore, five Lacks, anil ten thoufand Pagodas: he enjoyed the revenues o f my 
country for t\vo years and a half, in which he colledled fifty I.,acks of Pagodas 
more, and reduced it to a ftate of the utmofl poverty and dillrefs.

• The Nabob having heard by a fliip from Evirope, that Lord Pigot was coming 
to take charge of the Government, he gave Mr. Beniicid and others Tuncaws upon 
the Tanjore councrv, to whac amount he thought proper. After his Lordfliip’s ar
rival at Madras, before he came to Tanjore, or lent an Hnglilli gai rifun to take pof- 
fcffion of it, I remained a clofe prifoner, under conltant apprehenfion of bei.ng cut 
off'; from this dreadful fituation his Lordfhip relrafed me, and put mein full polief- 
fioi. of my fort and o f my kingdom. Before Lord Pigot’s arrival, the Nabob tar
ried away the guns and every thing clfe that was vaUiabie in the fort, and left only 
the bare walls deftitute of every thing! this was feen by his l .ordfhip ; who, after 
having enquired lum the ftate of my finances, and every thing clfe relating to me, 
d.:partcd for Madras. An account of the whole will be feen by you in his Lord- 
H'ip’s letters, and in that which 1 have addreffed to him, dated Tanjore, the ijt lj 
April 1776.

When I received pofTefiion of the kingdom, there was a quantity of grain re
maining in i t ; fome part of which was delivered to the Company, as you will fee 
by what his Lordfhip has wrote you.

1 5 Y * *  X h c
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The Nabob has not as yet quitted all thoughts of governing this country, and h« 
is ufing every means to diftrefs me, that his invention can point out to him j he ftill 
with-holds from me the countries o f Arny and Hanamantagoody, together with 
fonie other forts which were declared to be mine by the treaty concluded in the 
year 1762. This year the CdVery flowed to an extraordinary height, and broke 
dow-n the bank near Kellore, which feparatcs it from the Coleroon-, if it is not re
paired, the country can producc no crop, as the water of that rivcr vvhich fertilizes 
the foil, would then run* into the Coleroon, and by that channel fall ufelefs into the 
lea; when any part of thebank is demoliihed, - we always dug earth in the Trichi- 
nopoly country for the repair o f it; but the Nabob will not allow of this at pre- 
fent, though it has been cuftomary to do fo for upwards o f 100 years.

When he heard, that the kingdom was to be reftored to me, he gave all his cre
d i t o r s  Tuncaws upon tlie country for double the aniount o f their debts, and after 
niy reftoration he conferred on me a frefli inftance of his regard, by throwing this 
burthen from off himfclf, and by endeavouring to make me pay the balance due to 
the Tunkadars; it does not appear jufl; that I fhould difcharge his debts, after he 
has ftript me o f every thing I poflefied, and has enjoyed the revenues o f my country 
for two years and a half; however the Company are allwife, and I fhall willingly 
'abide by their decifion.

The fum of one Lack of Pagodas, over and above what the country can produce, 
is now wanted as an advance to the farmers, and for the repair of the* bank ; as my 
finances are fo circumfcribed, and as the Nabob watches every opportunity of in
juring me, I dread the evils which his treacherous temper may involve me in, my 
whole dependence is upon the Company; I know that they will never fwervc from 
the path of juftice; what they have done for me will be as lafting as the moon, and 
I place the moft thorough confidence in their friendlhip.

I am informed, that Colonel Stuart is coming to take the command at Tanjore; 
If he does, I fear he will interfere in the affairs of government, and foment diffe
rences betwixt me and the Governor and Council.

Had you not been pleafed to fend Lord Pigot to relieve me from prifon, I Ihould 
before now have been deprived of my life and of my honour. I am at a lofs to ex- 
ppcfs my gratitude to his Lordlhip for having, by your diredion, relieved me from 
prifon, for rettoring me to my kingdom, and for the great refpcft and attention he 
w a s p i e a f e d  tofliew m e; judge thenof mydiftrefs at hearing o f his confijiemenr, 
a n d  o f  his being deprived o f the government; the fault imputed to him is unknown 
to me, and I am a Granger to the laws o f England. If fendihg for the Dobeer and 
Muttefeddies out of the Nabob’s country is laid to his charge as a crime, I muft beg 
l e a v e  to inform you, that thefe people* have for ages belonged to this kingdom. 
When the Nabob ufurped the government, he forced them to ferve him ; before his 
Lordlhip arrived at Tanjore he removed the Dobeer and others, with all the re
cords of the country, into his own dominions •, without them there would be no pol'- 
[ibility of governing; all the accounts, letters, and papers, were known to them

only ;

j 27o(*) From th eK .o fT m jo r e  to the Court o f  DireElors, 1 1 O B, 1 7 76. Apr. N o . X X V I I .



bnly ; it was abfolutelv ncceflary that they Ihoiild be brought, and they alone were 
lent for who had long been fubjefts of this country, and who were fervants o f tho 
government.

I am a dependent iipon the Company, I therefore expedt your proteftion agalnfl: 
the treachery o f the Nabob; I hope that you will oblige him to reftorc the riches 
he plundered from this country; and the territories of Arny and Hanamantagoody, 
together with fome other forts which he retains polTcflion of; and that you will pre
vent all difputes relating to the Bank, by nitting it upon the footing it has ftood 
upon forfuch a length of time; it refts wit 1 you to determine every thing with re
gard to my fuuitioni I fhall gladly obey your commands, and your’s only.

Whatever manufaflure this country can produce for promoting j-our commerce, 
I am ready to exert myfelf to the utmoft for the provifion of it; loolc upon this 
kingdom as your own, and if there is any town or diftrift you wifli to have, oblige 
me by accepting of i t ; fend your own fervants to take charge of i t ; form any other 
regulation there that may prove advantageous to you, and I will gladly give every 
affiltance in my power.

As my whole dependence is upon the Company, I hope that you will give the 
Governor and Council fuch inftrudtions as you think proper with regard to my 
kingdom, and complete that honour which you have hitherto acquired. I again 
pray, that your colours may ever be fpread in this country, and that I may always 
remain under their protedlion for my own fafety, and to promote your welfare. 
This is the end of my wifhes. I pay my refpedts to you.

(Signed) S H R E E  R A M  P R E D A A P .

From Geo, Stratton Efqi to the NahohyẐ  OSi. 1776. Appen. No,

Letter from  George Stratton Kfqutre to the "Nabob o f  the Carnatick, dated z^th October,
1776. ^

W-
I H A V E  had the honour to receive feveral Iftters from your Highnefs, which 

I have been prevented anfwering by the multiplicity of bufinefs the Board has been 
engaged in, in the difpatch of the laft fliips for Europe.

In the month of laft June your Highnefs was informed by Lord Pigot with ref- 
pcdt to Hanamantagoody, “  That after the rectords had been confuited, it was 
“  four d̂ by your own inftrudtions to Mr. Du Pre, when he went to Tanjore in 
“  1762, that Hanamantagoody was then in poffcflion o f the Rajah •, and there- 
“  fore, in purfuance of the Company’s orders, that it appeared to him and the 
“  Council it ought to be reftored to the Rajah ; and that they hoped it would ap- 
“  pear in the fame light to your Highnefs.” Since writing the above letter, the

Governor-



Mi

FrmnGca S f f a i t a u R f f , f o t h ] ^ a h o b f i p h O c i o h e y , f j j 6 i  At'P. N o f X X V lI .

G o v e rn 'o r-G e n rra l and Council at Bcngnl have‘ thoiight proper to communicate fo 
us tbeir opinion on this head ; wherefore we havp relblvcd, “  That Commiflaries 
' fhall be appointed, in any manner which fhall ije approved by your Highnefs and 

the Rajah, to examine upon the fpot iheir rcfpeftive pretenfions, and decide 
upon them, which decifion ought to be bintUng on both parttds.” YourH igh- 

ncfs will be plcafed to honour me with your fentinhents on thb fubjcft as loon as 
may be convenient.

W ith refpeit to the abatement o f the cuftoms heretofore paid by the weavers, 
mentioned in yoiw Highnefs’s letter o f the 4th ultimo, I cannot birt deom the 
film of 2085 Pag’ . 15 Ann^ in every refpcft moderate; the abatement (hall therefore 
be made accordingly, commencing from the 31ft July of this prefent year, the day 
cn which the Jaghire was relet to your Highnefs.

I feel much concern in obfcrving the complaints which have been made to your 
Highnefs by Tondiman and A lly  Newaz Khan, of the ditturbances occafioncd in 
diftrids o f your country by the inhabitants o f Tanjorr ; this matter I will im
mediately reprcfent to the Kajah, and at the faiire time point out to him the 
receffity o f taking fuch efiedual mcafures as may prevent the like- complaints in 
future.

T he Rajah of Tanjore having repeatedly reprefented to this Government the dif
ficulties he has met with in repairing the Annacut, I am under the neceffity of 
repeating to your Highnefs my former requeft, that you will be pleafed to give 
fuch orders as may be neceflary, that no affiftance may be withheld from the Ra
jah’s people in repairing the Annacut, in lilte manner as was cuftomary in the tinitf 
o f Pettaupa Sing.

Now that your dominions are in perfe£t tranquillity, and that'your Highnefs is 
freed from every apprehenfion of either foreign or domeftic trouble, the harmony 
and unanimity that fo happily fubfifts between your Highnefs and this Govern
ment, and the earneft defire I have, that not only your revenues fhould be im
proved, b#t that your country and government fhould experience every kind o f

rrofperity and fuccefs, induced h k  to believe your Highnefs will pardon the liberty 
take in requefting your attention at this period to the ftate and fituation o f your 
affairs.

•
N o Power or State can be in a condition to make a proper exertion o f their force 

in times of neceflity and danger, the expenfe o f whofe peace-eftablilhment exceeds 
their annual income; the time of profound peace is the proper time to form and 
execute plans o f reformation. Your own intcrefts and dignity as a Prince, and 
your peace and quiet as an individual, depend upon your calculating your expen- 
les in proportion to your revenues; and the more independent you are with refpedt 
to finance, the more confiderable you will appear, not only in the eyes of the 
Company, but of the Crown o f Great Britain, and alfo o f the neighbouring Euro
pean and Country Powers.

3 I do



I do not prefume to diflate, or interfere in the precife mode o f this wifhed-for 
reform ; your own wifdom will fuggeft, that what is not abfolutely neceflary ought 
to be retrenched; and this condua, believe me, Sir, will fhew real magnanimity.

Your Highnefs knows my fentiments with refped to you fo well, that I truft I 
ihall need no apology fo»“ having faid fo much. In the ftation that I have the ho- 
tjoiir to hold, there is nothing I wifh more fincerely than your happinefs believ
ing this reform a neceflary fliep towards your attaining it, my regard to your H igh
nefs, as well as duty to the Company, have prompted me to be thus expliciu

From tin  ’Nabob o f  the Carnatkk to Governor Stratton, dated i d  Februaryy 1777.

I H A V E  received and perufed your letter of the 29th Odb»ber 1776 ; in which 
you fay, that Lord Pigot lall June acquainted me with refpedl to the affair of Hana- 
mantagoody, that after the records had been confulced, it was found, by my own in- 
ftrudtions fo Mr. Du Pre, that Hanaraatuagoody was in the poflcffuin of the Rjjah 
in the year 1762 ; and therefore, in purfuance of the Company’s orders, that it ap
peared to you and the Council it ought to be reftored to the Rajah, and that you 
hoped it would appear in the fame light to me. 1 have fearched for a copy of the 
faid inftruftions in my office, but cannot find it 1 be kind enough to fend thofe in- 
ftruftions for my perufal. Hanamanragoody docs not belong to Tanjore, but to 
the diftrlft of Ramanau:.

In the Government o f Mr. Du Pre, Tuljaujee, notwithftanding the faid Gover
nor and I forbad him, drew out his army againft Ramanaur, which is tributary 
to m e ; and if he had taken it, it would not have belonged to the Talook of Tan
jore. In the fame manner Hanamantagoody is in the I'alook ofRamanautj and 
though Tuljaujet’s Father took poiTcflion o f it in the year 1762, yet neverthelefs 
it does not belong to Tanjore. I was not pleafed with the treaty of Tanjore made 
the fame year, as may be feen by my letter to Lord Pigot of the 17th July 1762, 
and Mr. Palk and others can teftify Lord Pigot’s tyrannical and violent conduft in 
the execution of this bufinefs. The agreement that was made regarded Tanjore only, 
not every diftrift which was at that time unlawfully in the poflcflion o f the Tanjore- 
ans, for which there is alfo an agreement made. When thofe inftruftions were deli
vered to Mr. Du Pre, you. Sir, who was one compofing the Council, looked upon 
thefe inftruftions as binding.

That fame Mr, Du Pre, who is very wife and clever, in the time of his Governmenr, 
and when Mr. Haftings was here, (whofe condu(ft the King of Great Britain, the 
Parliament, and the Company, have fo much approved, and whom they have ap
pointed their Naib) fettled the affairs of Tanjore in the year 1771. Tuljaujee wrote 
me letters to* give up Coiladdy, Arny, Hanamantagoody, Vellumf, and Eian- 
gad, when he was very ftrong in Tanjore, and when the Maratta army had 
paflicd the Payenghaut to his afliftance, which they both approved ; and the 
King of Great Britain’s Minifter, Sir John Lindsay, and Admiral Harland,

-f la the copy it is fpclt Bullum,

Fi'om tie Nabob to Governor S/ratloHj ^dFebrvaty, 1777. A p p e n .  N o. XXVII. 1373
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Baronet, who was here at that time alfo approved. Copies of thcfq were fent 
to rhe Company’s Office, to Bengal, and to England, and 1 have now alfo 
fent copies ,of them enclofed. \VHiy don’t you recoiled: the letters font by 
Tuljuujce for me to qiiitthofe places ? I f  you, from the fettling o f the affairs o f 
the year 1762, confider Hanamantagoody the property o f Tuljaujce, fo alfo be 
pleafed to confider my right with refpcft to the fettling of thofc letters in the year 
1771. If it w'as his property, why did he give money to Mr. D j  Pre and Gover
nor-General Haftings, which they rcfufed to acccpt, but returned. Be fo kind not 
to pay any attention to the depofitions of the Tanjoreans, which are entirely falfe-; 
jor all the people o f the country know very well that Hanamantagoody belongs 
to Ramanaut. You fay, that fince writing the above letter, the Governor-Gcrveral 
and Council of Bengal have thought proper to communicate their opinion on. 
this head j wherefore you have refolved, that Coramifraries fhall be appointed, in 
any manner which fliall be approved o f by me and Tuljaujce, to examine and fix 
our rights, and that I and Tuljaujce lliall abide by their determination.

M y good Sir, Tuljaujeeis my tenant.’ This bufinefs does not agree with my 
government and honour, for I a;n the true friend of the King of Great-Britain 
and the Company. Do you confidcr him as an equal with me, that you depute 
perfons to fettle our rights ? I can never confent that a difpute between me and my 
tenant fhould be fettled by another judge. I very fhorrly C3̂ pe£t an anfwer from 
my beft friends the Company, when, by reftoring me the country of Tanjore,, 
thefe affairs will be fettled.

W ith refpea to what you wrote concerning the fum of 2085 Pags. 15 Anns, o f 
the cloth weavers, and the commencement of the abatement from the 30th July, 
directions agreeably thereto were fent to the Accomptants in the Company’s Jaghire, 
not to receive any cuftoms from the Company’s cloth weavers after the faid date, 
but to bring it to account at the conclufion o f the year.

Your intentions o f writing orders to Tuljaujce regarding Tondiman’s and A lly  
Ncwaz Khan’s complaints were very proper; but w riting will be of no cffedt, for 
the dillurbances and robberies of t4ie Colleries o f Tanjore in the diflrids o f Pcama- 
naut, Shevagunga, Worriarpollam, and Allianore, are greater than formerly-, and 
they are alfo making diflucbances in CoUicotah, the Jaghire o f Syed Muckdboin 
Khan. I have tnclofed a letter from Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan’s Sou to Syed 
ACam Khan Behauder.

W ith refpc(fl to what you write about my affording afllftancc towards repairing 
the Annacut in the time o f Pcrtaupa Sing, I am to acquaint you, that the Annacut is 
on the land of Trichinopoly, and was made by the former Subahdars. By the in- 
treaties o f Pertaupa Sing, who was my tributary and ol>eyed my orders, I affifted 
in repairing the Annacut, that Trichinopoly m ight'not fuffer any injuries thereby. 
As you have wrote me I fhould have affifted as formerly, but that the people of 
Tanjore are unfpeakably troublefome, I have enclofed your letters from Rchcmaun 
A lly Kh^n on this fubjedt.

I J 7 4  Nabob to Qovernor Strdtton, zd February, 1777.

I am
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I  ani very thankful and grateful for what you i.ave wrote to me conccrnTng the 

leflening my expenfes, and fettling m y b'ufinefs, which I know proceeds from tlic 
greatnefs or your friendfhip and the warmth o f  your heart. I have fornrerly ac
quainted you very particularly, that on account o f  Tanjore, my debts and the pay 
o f  my army was increafed. W ith ou t receiving the arrears due to my army and cre
ditors, Ifhall meet with great difficulties in fettling my affairs, which gives me great 
uncafinefs, I have leffened my expenfes as much as po/Iible. Agreeable to what I 
have wrote, you certainly will do me the favour to banifla my difficulties- and the 
uncafinefs o f  my mind. I am a friend to the Company and the Englifh Nation in 
preference to all the Princes o f  Indollan, and have been and ever will be in all 
times a lharer with the Company.

W hat can I fay more?

A  true copy, R .  J. S U  L I V  A  N ,  Secretary.

Account oj Grain fen t from  Tanjore fo r  the Company’s ufe after the Kingdom zvas rejlored
to the Rajah.

jkcouttt o f  Grain fen t from  this Kingdom fo r  the Company's ufe, after it was taken from
the Nabob and rtfiored to me.

T h e  following are the rates:

One Seer weighs 85 Pagodas, 8 -̂- Seers make a Marcall, 12 Marcalls make one 
Cullum .

M.
Shi])ped on board o f  boats —  Cullums, 2,23,509-^ i j
Sent to the fort of Velluni —  —  37>33 2 i-f

Cullums 2,60,841-t ^

T w o  L a c k s ,  fixty thoufand, eight hundred and forty-one Cullums, one half 
C ullu m , and aquarter o f  a Marcall, all o f  which has been delivered to the Company.

T h e  expenfe o f  bringing grain from the interior parts o f  the countrv, to be put 
on board the Denies, is very g r e a t ; the deficiency is equal to 1 5 or 20 Cullums 
per 1005 the bullock-hire amounts to 3, 4, and 5 Fanams each, which, together 
with the culioms, are all due to me. T h e  value o f  grain changes here every hour j 
you mufl therefore fix a pnce at Madras, and 1 will fettle the account: this I 
have before informed youof^ Y o u  want to know whether the giain delivered to 
the Company is a part o f  the Government’s fhare o f  the crop, or o f  the grain that 
was heaped up and marked for the creditors. T h e  greatcft part o f  this grain is the 
Govert^ment’s fhare, and ap art  only is that which was marked for the creditors, but 
to which they had no right. It is cuflomary in this kingdom to give the grain over 
to the farmers, and to colleft money from them ; the N abob knowing that the

1 country
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country would not be continued to him, and that he would not be able to coUcdt 
money fron» the farmers, put his mark upon the grain, and thus left grounds for a 
difputc: but the creditors have no right to the grain-, the Nabob muft be ac
countable for any balance due to his creditors or this. As the Nabob has taken 
away the accounts, I do not know what balance o f grain there might have been, or 
what part of it was marked by them.

Tranflatcd from accounts fent hither by the Rajah.

W I L L I A M  R O S S .

N . B. There is a confiderable diffetence betwixt the Tanjore and Madras mea- 
ure, which is as follows:

Madras meafure.

80 Pagodas w eight —  —  1 Seer
40 Seers —  —  i  M arcall

400 M arcalls  —  i G arce
I Garce is Tanjore Cullums 152 ; 1-^  o f a Marcall

Cullums 2,23,509! ; i j  Marcall, will, according.to the above account,
amount to —  —  Madras Garce 1469-^

37,332 : l i  will amount to . ditto 2 4 5rr

Cullums 2,60,841! : i  or —  —  Madras Garce 17141X

W hich is worth about 20 Pagodas per Garce in the Tanjore country.

W I L L I A M  R O S S .

^ cicu n t o f  ftmdry E^eSlsprocured by the A nce jlorscf th e Rajah o f  Tanjorej and  which  
w ere fo rcib ly  ca rr ied  away the Nabob.

Account o f  fundry EffeSs^ wh ich  my Anceftori^ who are novo in H eaven, have been procur
in g from  the Time o f  Ecojee Rajah, biingabotU a Century pa ft, and which  w ere fo rc ib ly  
ca rried  away by the Nabob.

Pagodas
4000 horfes, being on an average worth 200 Pagodas each —  8,00,000
Saddles, bridles, &c. for the above horfes, in which are included 

thofe for our own ufe —  —  —  60,000
140 elephants, worth on an average 1^00 Pagodas each —  2,10,000
Accoutrements for the above-mentioned elephants, conlifting o f 

deaths, caftles, chains, gold chains, bells, & c. & c. —  20,000
^00 Palankeen (hells made o f ivory, & c. in which thofe for my own

ufe arc included, amounting at an average to 100 Pagodas each 50,000

Carried over 11,40,000



A P P E N D I X .  No. X X V II. '377
Brought over 1 1,40,000 

Appendages, fuch as Pingerees, bedding, pillows, bulkers, curtains,
ornaments, &c. —. —  —  25,000

200 hackeries, amounting on an average to 30 Pagodas each 6,000
2 ivory hackeries for our own ufe —  1,000

------------  7,000
Bulkers and other neceffaries for the hackeries —  —
•200 camels, worth on an average too Pagodas each —

An atcount of cows taken, worth lo  Pagodas each.

1000 Guzcrat cows 
1000 of a larger fpccies 
8000 country cattlc 
1000 buffaloes of different kinds

11,000. which, at lo  Pagodas each, amounts to

An account of bullocks taken, worth 10 Pagodas each,

500 Guzerat carriage bullocks 
500 bullocks of a larger fort 

2000 country carriage bullocks

3000 bullocks, at 10 Pagodas each, amouilts to —

Arms and accoutrements, confifting of the following articles; fwords 
with even blades, hammers with ipikcs, Ihort fabres, long fwords, 
knives, creafes, lances, fliieids, pikes, fcabbards, ferrils of different 
metals, with bow , arrows, &c. —  —

20,000 mulkets, worth on an average 3 Pagodas each —
■Gingal pieccs of different fizes, rockets, 6tc. —  —
200 guns great and fmall of different metals, worth Upon an average 

Pag*. 750 each —  —
Brafs pots and veffels of different fizes, for dreffing provifions and for 

other ufes, together with a quantity o f brafs metal —
Tents, tent poles, tent walls, curtains, carpets of different fizes, &c. 
Furniture made of timber and ivory, cotts of different (hapes, chairs, 

chefl.s, Itools, and fome China furniture, amounting to •—
Iron utcnfih of different forts, fuch as hatchets, chiffds, mamooties, 

chains, bells for cattle, armour, helmets, locks, &c. —
Snuff-boxes, boxes for toilets, mufical inftruments, looking glaffes, 

Chinefc figures, candlefticks, candles, &c. —  —
Medicines of different forts, (I'he names o f fome of them arc 

mentioned, and the compofitions coft a great deal o f money.)

3,000
20,000

—  I,10,000

30,000

2,00,000
60.000
15.000

1,50,000

30.000 
25,006

20.000  

25,00b

30.000

10.000

16 A Carried over 19,00,000
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Brought over 19,00,000 
Enfigns and flags o f different forts, Iĉ me o f them made o f gold, 

and refembling the heads o f alligators and other filhes, toge
ther with white umbrellas, hair fans, ornaments for horfes, 
fans, & c .  & c .  —  —  . —  10,000*

Provirions, fine paddy, rice, wheat, and other grains, ghee, fugar,
tobacco, oil, &c. & c. &:c. —  —  —  2,00,000

Cloaths, fhauls, kihgcobs,, velvets, cloth, turbands, gold cloths, 
and a great quantity of other wearing apparel, together with my
own wardrobe, altogether amounting to ------  10,00,000

Jewels, confiftingof rubies, diamonds, emeralds, cat’s eyes, pearls,
coral, & c. —  —  —  25,00,000

Several implements o f religion, peculiar to the King Shree Ram 
Predaap Ramah Swamy, an anointed gold cup, golden images 
o f the different gods, a particular ftone brought from Benaras, 
near the banks o f the Ganges, pots, ornaments for images,
&c. &c.. —  —  —  1,00,000

Stores and ammunition o f different forts —  —  1,00,000
Gold, filvcr, ornaments, pots, and gold bars —  ■—  5,00,000
Ready money ------  —  —  , —  12,00,000

10 Lacks o f the abovementioned fum was buried by my
anceftors for ages under ground, and was not to be re
moved or difpofed o f in any manner, let the demands for 
it be ever fo pneffing. Two Lacks remained in my pof-

• fe(Bon, to be ufed by me as my necefllties required.
Taken from the Soucars, Merchants, Accountants, people in dif

ferent employs, inhabitants o f different ranks, including houfe- 
hold furniture ------- —  —  30,00,000

In all Pagodas 1,05,10,000

In all one Crore, five Lacks, and ten thoufand Pagodas. This is a part o f 
that riches which my anceftors were ages in procuring ; but as I have no proper 
account o f the remainder, I cannot affix a value to it. The above is fuch as was 
particularly under my eye i I have been able to form a ftatement o f it.

Every place belonging to me all over the country was plundered : i f  I had 
proper accounts o f the things taken, they would be found far to exceed what I 
have ftated j but the Nabob carried thefe accounts out o f the country, fo that 
the above is the only one I have got.

Tranflated from the accounts fent hither by the Rajah.

5 W I L L I A M R O S S .

At



Account o f  Countries and Jew e ls which w ere fo ld  and mortgaged by the Rajah o f  ^anjore.

An Account o f  the Countries and J ew e ls  which w ere fo ld  and m crtgaged to the Dutch,
including N egcre.

IN  1 181, o f the Phafely, when Omdat-ul-Omrah came to Tan- 
jore, jewels were mortgaged for a fum o f money to pay my troops, 
amounting to i^agodas ------  —  —  80,000

O f this fum a part was given to the troops, and the remainder was 
given to the Nabob.

T o  make up the firfl fum I at that time ftipulated flnould be paid 
to Omdat-ul-Omrah, I mortgaged to Colelapa Moodaly Ibmc jewels, 
together with fome veflels o f gold and filver, and obtained from 
him a fum o f money, which I paid to the Nabob. T o  difcharge the 
debt due to Comera, 1 fold fome gold and filver veirds, and dif- 
charged part of the debt due to him. As to the remaining balance 
o f that debt, I mortgaged the jewels he had in his poflc/Tion to the 
people o f Negapatnam, and raifed a fum c f  money, with which I 
difcharged it̂ ; the fum thus raifrd amounted to

A P P E N D I X .  N0.XXVII. 1379

Thus the fum borrowed at two different times from the people at 
Negapatnam amounted to 1,80,000 Pagodas, and the value of the 
jewels depofited with them as a mortgage amounted to five Lacks of 
Pagodas.

Being at that time in diftrefs, I was under the neceflity to receive 
this fmall fum of 1,80,000 Pagodas for a depofite worth five Lacks ; 
all o f which the Nabob took away after he got poflcffion of the 
country.

The fums o f money received on account o f different diflrids are 
as fo llow :

—  3,60,000-
—  —  75,000

—  —  24,000

I fold Keelore Pergunnah for 
I fold Nagore for —
I fold Terpoondee Maganam for.

Pag(jjJas

I fold the annual Pefhcufh o f 5000 Chuckrams for 
I foi’d the annual Pefhculh o f three elephants from the

4 ,5 9 , 0 0 0

29,200

Dutch for 30,000

. Pagodas

1,00,000

5.18.200

698.200 
The



The fu.n o f five Lacks, eighteen thoufand, and two hundred Pagodas. O f  this 
Turn the people at Negapatnam paid me a part only, and the remainder continued 
due by them at the time Ummeer-ul-Omrah took my kingdom in the year o f the 
Phafely 1 18 ^; and they have never paid that balance, nor have they fcttled th«ir 
accounts. Part o f the money I received was given to the Nabob, and part was 
given to my people; the remainder continued in the country in ready money, 
and was carried away by Ummeer-ul-Omrah with the reft o f my cfFefts.

M y reafons for difpofing o f the above countries were as follows. When Om- 
dat-ul-Omrah firft came, attacked my country, and forced my confent to pay 
him fifty Lacks o f Rupees, I gave fome part o f that fum in ready money; and 
that he might receive the remainder in the fpace o f two years, he made me 
mortgage to him a part o f my country. In the countries thus mortgaged he ftationed 
his own people, and made them colleft the revenues •, but having declared that 
he could not by this means receive his money in the time limited, and having 
threatened me with the confcquences o f  not paying it, to make up the deficiency 
that might be in thefe mortgages I gave part o f my country as a mortgage to the 
Negapatnam people ; upon which I received a loan from them, and thus paid the 
whole amount or what was due to the Nabob, together with the fum o f fifty 
Lacks o f Rupees ftipulated. I paid.the Nabob the Pefliculh for two years; by 
this means I lad no money to pay my people, or to anfwer my own expenfes. 
W hen I was labouring under thefe various difficulties, the Nabob thought it a 
proper time to invade my country, and therefore fent his fecond Son, Mader-ul- 
M ulk, with an army for that purpol'e. As I was in diftrefs for money to give 
my people, and as the Negapatnam people had failed o f their engagements, I 
determined to fell thefe diftrifts to them for when I endeavoured to borrow 
money at Madras, the Nabob prevented the people there from lending it.’ It was 
therefore my misfortune to be obliged to borrow money from the Dutch, and, as 
the laft refource, to difpofe o f my countiy.

Tranflated from accounts fcnt hither by the Rajah.

W I L L I A M  R O S S .

Account o f  Tuncaoii g iv en  to Europeans hy the Nabob on the Tanjore Countty in the Tear
1 185, o f  the Phafely.

IN the year 1185, o f the Phafely, the Tuncaws given to Europeans upon the 
Tanjore country amounted to Chuckrams 24,79,342 : or Star Pagodas
10,55,0391-. I'he Tuncaw-s^n favour o f M r. Benfield amounted to Chuckrams
1 1,74,479 : 9A. For Chuckrams 8,67,029 : 9  ̂ o f this fum he rcccived ten orders, 
which were drawn after the following manner;

Chuckr^nM
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T T

■“ Chuckrams.
^,63,665,^ Star Pagodas, exchange

at Chuckrams 2, 37- Fanams each 8,54,614: 8-ji 
2 i2 ,f f  Porto Novo Pagodas, '

exchange at 21 Tanjore 
Fanams per Pagoda - - 447 : i f f

In Rupees —  —  —  ̂ 11,968
•  — —  . I ■! I H H I M

Another draught was drawn in favour o f  Mr. Ben- 
field for 20,000 Porto Novo Pagodas, exchange 
at 21 Tanjore Fanams per Pagoda —  —

448,000 Cullums o f grain were received from 
IVIr. Benfield, on account o f the advance to the 
Farmers, and o f the pay to the Sibendy and 
Watchers. This grain amounted to Chuckrams 
2,65,450, as appears by fix bonds which were 
given.

The following Is the Account Particulars.

Five bonds were given for 3,4^,000 
Cullums, the price of which a- 
mounted to Chuckrams —  —  2,15,450

One bond was given for 1,00,000 
Cullums o f grain diftributed to 
the Sibendy and Watchers in- 
ftead o f pay, the price of which 
amounted to —  — — 50,000

A P P E N D I X .
4

No. xxvir. 1381

Chuckrams Star Pagodas

8,67,029 : 9J

42,000

2,65,450

Total Chuckrams 1 1,74,479 : 9̂
Or Star Pagodas 4,99,778 {-

An order was given to Major Manuel Martinz for 

500 Star Pagodas, exchange at 23I Fanams, Chuckrams 1,175

T o  Mr. Henry Moore an order for 

12-360 Star Pagodas, exchange at 231 Fanams 29,046

T o  Colonel Bonjour for the following fums:

6,000 Star Pagodas, at 23  ̂ Fanams 
Chuckrams —  —  14,100

20,000 Rupees, at 6| —  ~
27,600

16 B Carried over 57,821



 ̂ ■" Chuckrams Star Pagodas
Brought over 57>82i 4 >9 9 > 7 7 8

T o  M r. Redhead an order for * .
5.000 Scar Pagodas, at 23 j  Fanams, Chuckrams 11,750

T o  Mr. De Souza four orders for 

89,979 Star Pagogdas and atZ3§ Fanams,
Chuckrams ------  —  2,10,749 ; 2-i^ 4"

2,00,000 Rupees, at 6 i  •— 1jS5iQoo

-------------------  3 4 5 ^ 7 4 9  :
T o  Mr, Taylor an order for 

35,563 Star Pagodas, at 23^ Fanams —  83,575 •

T o  Mr. Monckton three orders for 

2,6i,586-f|^ Star Pagodas exchange at 23  ̂ Fanams 6,14,728 : 5-ri 

T 0 Dodtor Storrc an order for 

5,3087-V Star Pagodas, at 23! Fanams 12,474 :

T o  John de Fries an order for 

28,571 Star Pagodas, at 23!: Fanams 67,141 : 8|

T o  General Fletcher an order for
3,000 Star Pagodas, at 23I Fanams 7 j ° 5 o

T o  Mr. George Smith an order for 
32,500 Star Pagodas, at 23! Fanams

T o  Mr. Thomas an order for
12.000 Star Pagodas, at 23  ̂ Fanams 28,200

Chuckrams 13,04,862 : 8f 555,460: £ 
Amount o f Tuncaws in favour o f Mr. Bcnfield 11,74,479 : 9I

In all Chuckrams 24.79,342 : 8|
Or Star Pagodas 10,55,039: £

Account o f the furrrs received by different Europeans.

Mr. Monckton —  Chuckrams 23,105 : 9 i
M l. Benfield, out o f the Papenaih Subah ■—  i3,28’6
Mr. de Souzi —  —  —  34>i9i 5
Mr. Taylor —  ------  —  991 : 8
Mr. de Fries —  —  —  812 : ^
Mr. George Smith —  —
Mr. Thomas ~  ------  —  780

.,282 A P P ' E  *N D I X. No. XXVIT. '

Chuckrams 74,730 : 6J
Or Star Pagodas 31,800: i

The



The whole o f Mannargoody was mortgaged to Mr. Benfield on account o f 
Hs debts V all the money colleded in this diftrid was entered in the Combeconum 
accounts, and muft have been receivrd by him when colledted. As the accounts 
have been carried away, and as the Muttefcddy, Subaraw, who kept the treafury 
accounts, is gone to Madras, the amount o f M r. Bcnficld’s receipts arc noc 
known.

The above ftatement is made out from vouchers, yet the particulars are not 
known to me, as the Nabob carried away the accounts. Same money mtift have been 
received from the Combeconum Treafury by the Eurojwan Tuncawdars, which cannot 
be known in the abfeiice o f the Muttefcddy and of the accounts, nor can it ever be 
known until thefc accovints come here to be examined. Should any pe-rlbn be cu
rious to know what grain has been rcceiveil by the Tuncawdars, how much grain has 
been collefted and marked, and what part of it was damaged, I muu inform 
them, that the ciiftom of my country is, after the farmers have received their 
propf^rtion, to fix a price for the Government’s fhare of the grain, at which rate it 
is delivered over and paid for by the farmers ; but no grain has ever been received 
from them in lieu of revenue. The Nabob, however, knowing that the country 
would not continue with him, and that he had not time to raife coiledtions from the 
farmers, received grain, heaped it up, nwrked it, and thus kfc room for difpute. 
But the Nabob’s Tuncawdars have nothing to do with the grain ; their accounts arc 
not well known here, and the balance due to them, over and above what they 
have received from the fanners, muft be difcharged by the Nabob.

Tranflaied from accounts fent hither by the Rajah.
W I L L I A M  R O S S .

Account o f  Tunccnvs and Towjees g iven  l/y the Nabob to his Creditors and Servants on the 
'Tanjore Country, in the Tear 1185 o f  the Phafety.

A P P E N D I X .  No. XXVir.

year 1185 of the Phafely, when the Tanjore country remained In the pof- 
f the Nabob, he having heard that Loid Pigot was coming from England,

In the
feflion of _
made hall:e to give his creditors^and fervants Tuncaws upon that country. After 
Lord Pigot arrived from England, and was endeavouring to procure the rcflioration 
of Tanjore, he gave many more Tuncaw's and Towjees to Europeans and to his ler- 
vants; the amount of thcfe, and o f the money fent to him, was Chuckrarr.s 
50,40,685 ; 8-pV> or Star Pagodas 21,44,972-fi.

S ta r  P iigo d a i..
ThemoiieyfetttotheNabobamounted t0Chuckramsi08,405i : 3- -̂ or 46,130-jL 
The Tuncaws given amounted to Chuckrams 3,3,06,981 : a-’j-
O f this fum the Tuncaws to Eurojieans amtmnted

to Chuckrams ~  : 3 A
Tuncaws given to other people, of which I have

oa particular account ------ ------  8,27,638 ;

la  all Chuckrams 3 ,0 6 ,9 8 1  :
Or Star Pagodas 14,07,226

Carried over I4j53,3567^



_  St»r Pagodas.
B rou ght over i 4 >S3>356 -j^ 

T h e  Tow jees amounted to  C huckram s —  16,25,292
Fanam s 7 -^  ^

T h e  follow ing is the A cco u n t o f  Particulars c

Expenfes o f  the H ourtiold, Chuckram s —  2 ,0 4,12 0
H orfem en’s Pay (b y  thefe are meant fuch as rode I

their own horfcs) —  —  — ' —  53»4°2 : 7J
A llow an ce to dependants —  —  —  2 ,15 ,2 7 5  : 6 f i
T roop ers pay (b y  thel'e are meant fuch as rode

the N a b o b ’s horfcs) —  —  —  4 - 8 5 7 : 7 - 7
C a v a lry ’s pay —  —  —  4 2 , 2 1 8 :
W riters _  _  _  _  79,343 = 7 f f
Sepoys _  _  —  _  5,72,835:4 -V
Rcgimenrs —  —  —  —  3,66,565: i-ji-
Attcndants —  —  —  —  80,098: -f4
Prefents or gratuities —  —  —  6 ,5 8 1 :8 1 4 -

In all C huckram s 1 ,6 ,2 5 ,2 9 2 : 7-|-|-
. Or Star Pagodas 6,91,616!

,- S 4 A  P P E N . D I X . No. XXVII.

Total Star Pagodas 21,44972-^

The foregoing is an account of fome part only o f the Tuncaws and Towjees, 
•which were given when I>ord Pigot was ufing his influence with the Nabob to 
rcQore Tanjorc ■, the Nabob knowing that the kingdom would not continue with 
him, was unbounded in his grants to Europeans and others. As the Nabob 
granted Tuncaws and Towjees both before and after Lord Pigot’s arrival, I have 
not been able to diftinguifh luch people as received them at thefe different times ; 
particularly as the Nabob carried away the accounts out of the country, and many 
o f them were deftroyed by the Muttefeddies : the above ftatement was taken from 
fuch accounts as have fallen into my hands 1 i f  they are in any refpefl defeftive, the 
errors will be cleared up when the proper accounts are examined. The Nabob 
continued to give Tuncaws upon theTanjore Country until the Dobbeer Punt ar
rived at Arrialore. The above is taken from the accounts in my poffefTion.

Tranllatcd from accounts fent hither by the Rajah.

W I L L I A M  R O S S .

N . B. The above account was tranfmitted from Tanjore in Chuckrams, which I 
have exchanged into Pagodas, as the other is a coin little known \ the different 
calculations were made by people well acquainted with the rates of exchange j and 
I have literally tranflated their accounts, and examined them according to the fol- 

'lowing table :
10 Tanjore Fanams tnake i Chuckram.

2 Chuckrams and 3^ Fanams, or „
23I Tanjore Fanams, make ^

2 '  W I L L I A M R O S S .



'Letter fr om -th e  King o f  ^anjore to George Stratton, Efqutre, dated n t h  'January,
*7 7 7 -

I A M  favoured with thf letter you were pleafed to addrefs to me, dated 26th 
December; in it you lay, “  That you had frequently wrote me concerning the 
“  claims of the Nabob upon the Tanjore country, and of the refolutions made in 
“  conlequence by the Governor and Council ; that you very much regret being 
“  again obliged to addrefs me upon the fame fubjeft. The opinion of the Prefidenc 
“  and Council was, that during the time my country remained in the hands o f the 
“  Nabob, he fhould receive the government (hare of that crop he fowed and 
“  reared; and if he had mortgaged that Ihare to any one, that fuch mortgage 
“  fliould be made good by m e: this being your determination, you were much 
“  furprifed at my having evaded a compliance with it, and at my not having given 

one favourable anfwer to the letters you wrote me.”

I am furprifed at your faying, that I have not wrote you one anTwerto the letters 
you fent me concerning the claims of the Nabob, and the refolutions o f the Council 
concerning them ; to your letter of the loth December on that fubjed: I fent an 
immediate anfwer, and I have done the liame to all the fuccecding ones: but after 
doing fo, if you cenfure me for not having wrote to you, what can 1 fay ? When Mr, 
Bcnfield came to this country, you fent by him a letter, dated the 7th September; 
the contents of it were as follow s: “  In a letter addrefi'ed to yoii fomc time ago by 
”  Lord Pigot, he ftated the claims of Mr. Benfield, and the refolutions formed 
“  by the Council in confequence. Mr. Benfield is only entitled to the govern- 
“  ment’s fhare of the crop ; you will afl: juftiy, and limit a proper time for the 
“  payment of it; pay attention to the letter wrote you by l.ord Pigot; Mr. Ben- 
“  fie d is defiious to wait upon you on his own private bufinefs;”  together with 
fome other things of a like nature. My anfwer at that time was, “  My Lord 
“  Pigot has wrote nothing to me concerning Mr. Bcnfield’s bufinefs; I have no 
“  knowfedge o f it, nor do 1 underftand the nicaning o f your letter; you will there- 

fore be pleafed to fend me the letter wrote by Lord Pigot, together with the re- 
“  folutions o f Council : 1 ftiall enquire what is juft to be don'*, and aft if̂  confe- 
“  quence.” After the expiration o f  a month and fome days, you cn the 21ft o f 
October wrote me, “  With regard to Mr. Benfield’s bufinefs, according to ihe refo- 

lutions o f Council, and the letter wrote to you by Lord Pigot, the burthen 01 
“  thefe claims are thrown upon you; we beg of you to a6t juftly upon the occafion,
“  as this bufinefs entirely depends upon you. We now lend you copy of the 

letter addrefled to you by Lord Pigot in conlequence of the refolutions o f 
“  Council, and we defire that you will attend to it.”

1 then too wrote to you, “  That Lord Pigot had addrefiTed no fuch letter to m e;
“  that 1 had wrote you before I knew nothing of it, and that my firft information 

arofe from the copy you then fent me.”  You, from your enquiries, mufl: now 
certainly know whether it is tiuc or falfe that Lord Pigot addrclTcd fuch a letter

16 B •  to
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1378 ^LciUr fr om  the King of. Tanjore to George Straiten^ Efqutre^
‘ f*

to  me. W h en  the original is no where to be found, what am 1 to think o f  your  
now fending me a copy ? F o r  thefc reafons you on the lOth D e c c m b f  wrote me, 
“  L ord  P ig o t  wrote a letter to you, dated 20th A u g u f l ,  and we addreflcd you one 
“  on the 21ft  O fto ber ,  which you muft have received: in thcfc we informed you, 
“  that alter having made ftrift enquiry, we found that the govcrnmerit’s Ihdrt- o f  
“  the revenues ol your country for che laft year ju ft ly  belonged to the N a b o b ,  be- 
“  caufe he advanced m oney, fowed ihe ground, and reared the crop, during the 
“  time rhe country remained in his h a n d s ; we therefore earncftly rf-qucA o t  you to 
“  g iv e  orders for m ak in g  out true and ju ft  accounts o f  the governm tn't’ s ih irc ,  to- 
“  gether with the accounts given in by the farmers to the Circar, and that you dif- 
“  patch thefe accounts immediately 10 u s : i f  you properly confider this requeft, 
“  you  will think it juft and reafonable with many other things to the fame pur- 
pole. I on the 24th wrote you an anfwer as fo llow s: “  I have twice intormcd you 
“  that L o rd  P igot has not addreflcd me on the fubjeft you mentioned. T h e  N a- 
“  bob took m y kingd om  by force, carried away my jewels, m y furniture, m y 
“  horfes, elephants, and other catt le ;  plundered m y houfes, my treafury, and my 
“  armoury, and enjoyed the revenues o f  m y country for two years and a half, 
“  colledted a great fum  o f  money in it, and carried away all the accounts and rc- 
“  cords belonging to the kingd om . A fte r  having fuftained thele lolTes by the 
“  N ab o b, /hould all o f  them be fo rg o t?  or does it appear ju ft  that I fnould pay 
“  him the product o f  m y country becaufe he fowed the grou n d ? Such a refolution 
“  was never feen or heard of.”  M y  anfwer contains many other arguments, which 
I hope will prove convincing, i f  you are pleafed to examine t h e m ; thefe anfwers 
immediately fucceeded your letters, and I am very unhappy to fee you perfevere, in 
faying that I have paid no attention to th e m ; I have therefoie recapitulated fouie 
part o f  what I wrote before.

I fome time ago gave orders refpefting the grain which Mr. Denfield has heaped 
up in my country •, and with regard to the m oney due to him by the farmers, I 
have defired that he would bring true and authenticated accounts o f  that money, 
that I m ight limit a time for the payment o f  it, proportionable to the ability o f  hii 
cred itors; the neccfiary orders for floppin g this money, out o f  the inhabitants 
fhare o f  the crop have been fent to the R yots  and A m uldars. M r .  Benfield’ s G o -  
maftah is now prefenthere, and overfees his affairs. In every thing that is ju tt  1 
willingly  obey the G overnor and C o u n c il;  i f  they, out o f  their regard for m y 
kingd om , will be pleafed to examine the arguments I have made ufe o f,  I doubt 
not but they will think them ju ft  and p roper; fhould this happily be the cafe, m y 
kingdom  will be p ro te d e d , and great honour will arifc to the C om pany : I am cer
tain that the Eiiglifli Com pany will never deviate from the path o f  juftice, and in 
that confidence I find fecurity. W ith  regard to the propriety o f  the argument you 
make ufe of, that whoever fows the land fhould reap the crop, 1 made anfwer to it 
in my letter o f  the 24th ; but as it is repeated -in the letter now before me, I m ull  
again lay my reafons before you, which I fhall endeavour to do in the concifefl 
manner. T h e  year the N ab o b  took m y country from me by forcc, I  fowed the 
ground, and he rcccivcd the whole product o f  i t ; the laft year likcwife, when the

N a b o b



Nabob fowcd the ground, he reccjvcd almoft all of that crop Jikewifc. When the 
Company were lb good as to rtttore me to my kingdom, what remained to be col- 
]c<ftcd in it was very trifling, and not fufficient to pay my rxpenfes. I f  it is juft, 
that becaufe the Nabob iowcd the ground lalt year, he fliould poiTcfs that part of 
the revenue colledteci by him, and that I (hould reftore that part which was rcccived 
by me, it muft likewiic be juft that the Nabob make reftitution o f ihe whole pro
duce o f my country the year he forced it away from me. You were pleafed to fay, if 
the Governn.ent’s fliare of hit year’s crop was mortgaged to any one, tliat 1 fliould 
make good that mortgage:— give me leave to Ihtc this circumrtance i— Suppofe any
one was to mortgage your goods without your confent, and that your own was 
again reftored to you, who would you think anlwerable for the mortgage ? but tliis 
though could not have efcaped your wifdom, and why fliould I mention it ?

You have further wrote me as follows; “  I know it will be difficult to mal^c 
“  juft accounts of what is due from your country to t!ie Nabob •, he lays, tiiat it 
“  will be impoflible for him to do it without the alTiftancc of Dobbeer Pundit,
“  as he kept the whole accounts, and managed the afl̂ airs of the country, and 
“  therefore they can be fettled by him only •, the Company will demand thefe ac- 
“  counts from us, f therefore delire, that you will give immediate orders to the 
“  Dobbeer Pundit, to Nandiga, Ameer Shing Moonlhey, to his Muttafuddy,

Amuidar, and Paiflicar, to repair here without lofs of time; and that tliey may 
“  not be in any danger on the road, I have ordered Colonel Harper to fend an 
“  efcort of fcpoys along with them : upon their arrival here, they (hall be made to 
“  (late true accounts of what balance is due to the Nabob and to his creditors,
“  and copies o f thefe accounts fliall be forwarded to you ; but as the fettling o f 
“  them will take up much time, a fum of money mult be paid immediately to the 
“  Nabob this you mull find means to perform, and as the Company have a righc 
“  to enforce fuch payments, 1 defire that you will comply with the refolution wc 
“  have made refpedting you.” 1  he Dobbeer Pundit, Ameer Shing Moonfliey, and 
the other Muttal'uddies, have always been my fubjefts, and not fubjcdts to the N alw b; 
for two years and a half that he pofTcflVd the Tuniore country, he forced them into 
his fervice. When the Company were pleafed to reltoie me to my kingdom, I told 
Lord Pigot, that as the accounts belonging to it were known to the Dobbeer Pundit 
and Muttafuddiesonly.it would beimpofTible to govern the kingdom without them, 
and that they muft therefore be brought back if pofTible ; his Lordfhip, in '■on- 
fequence, was fo good as to procure their return. 1 have a/ked the Dobbeer Pundit 
and other Muitafuddies, what was the amount of revenues colleftcd by the Nabotv 
in the kingdom, at the time he took it from me by force, and plundered me o f 
every thing •, that I wanted this information for the Company, whodefired to be 
acquainted with it: They told me, that when the Nabob heard Lord Pigot was 
coming to Tanjore, he carried away every page of the accounts that remained ia 
I f ,  he likewife took fome of the old accounts belonging to the kingdom; that there 
v/ere therefore no Records from which they could collcd the information 1 wanted. 
Whatever time the Company will be pleafed to reflore to me all 1 have been dc- 
piivcd o f by the Nabob, and when he deliveri up thofe accounts belonging to
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*rie, of which he has poflcfied himfelf, I (hall then give him the information he 
dtfires •, but things being in the prcfent fituation, I am very much aftonilhcd that 
JX5U would fend tor people, who were always my fubjedts, to determine the balance 
due rn the Nabob and to his Creditors; why fliould I lend Muttafuddies to make 
h-im acquainted with his own accounts ? T he Amuldars and other fervants the 
Nabob had under him here belonged to himfelf, the Records, Perfian and Eng- 
lifb, remained in their hands; he kept my fubjefts only that they might acquaint 
him with the different cuftoms ; all thofe accounts he took away with him, toge
ther with the old Records o f the kingdom, and he has by that means left me 
quite ignorant o f the accounts. The Nabob well knows the balance that is due 
la  him and to his Creditors, and the Company have a right to enforce payment 
o f it ;  but have they not likewife a right to make the Nabob reftore to me the 
things which he deprived me of, the revenues which he collefled in my kingdom, 
together with a true account of thefe things ? It would be confiftent that the 
Governor and Council decided in every thing with equal regard to both parties; 
l>ut if that is not the cafe, and that they, through their attachment to the Nabob, 
order my fubjedls to be fent to him, fuch condudt can in no fliape appear juft to 
me. The Company, through their goodnefs, reftored my ioft dominions, and have 
promifed to protedl myfclf, my authority, my country, and my people, in ail 
their rights and privileges; after this, iuch a behaviour to me could only ferve 
to make me contemptible. I am indebted to the Company for my prefent fitua
tion ; whatever tends to exalt or degrade me, the honour or difhonour o f  that 
aifiion will revert upon my protestors. The Company are wife, generous, and 
good, and it will not appear juft to them that I be tormented with fuch indig
nity ; if fo, they would not, though you have favoured me fo highly, and have 
placed me on the throne o f my anceftors; what am I to think ? All thefe things 
cannot be unknown to yo u ; if the Governor and Council are inclined that the 
Nabob and 1 (hould fettle accounts, 1 am willing to confent to it ;  and the me
thod o f performing it, is to afcertain from the farmers in different places the 
amount o f what money was collefted by him. The farmers are very numerous, and 
are at prefent fo poor, that they are in want of the necefTaries o f life ; this king
dom contains 5000 Villages, to each o f  the Villages there are ten or twenty 
part owners, thele will amount to twenty or twenty-five thoufand men, and can all 
o f  them come down to M adras: as you have formed a refolution, it is necefTary that 
the people muft be diftrtlTcd, and my affairs muft be ruined. Though my ene
mies chufe to propofe fuch things do they appear juft to you ? I f  the Dobbeer 
Pundit, Paifhcars, and Farmers all go to Madras, who (hall I have left to colledl 
the revenues, cukivatc the crop, keep my accounts, and to ovcrfee my affairs ? 
Shall I remain here alone to govern the kingdom ? If the Nabob invents fuch 
fchemes 10 ruin what the Company have eftablifhed with fo much honour to them- 
felvjs, doe* a conduift o f this nature appear jiift to the Governor and Council ? 
I'uch tilings have never happened. I f  thofe accounts are to be fettled, let the ac
counts o f different countries be fettled in the countries to which they belong.; but 
to fend the Farmers, Amuldars, Paiihcars, and Muttafuddies to Madras, is a thing' 
fuipoflible. If the Governor and Council be picafcd to confider, and inftead o f wh^
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they have propofcd, caufe the Nabob to return to me all the Saprity, Muttpftiddy, 
and Shereftidar’s accounts, which he carried out ot niy country, 1 will then fettle 
the accounts he defires, and give a flatement of the revenues he collefted in my 
kingdom for two years and a half, together with all the jewels, horfes, ele
phants, cattle, furniture, guns, ammunition, and other valuables which he de
prived me o f  1 thefe fliall be preltnted to the Company, and left to their juftice, 
and whatever they in confequence determine llaall be complied with.

You have further been pleafed to write to me, “  A large balance is due from 
** the Nabob to his troops, which be well known to youj thefe tioops were 

raifed to prevent enemies from coming into the Carnatick, and ferved to pro- 
“  teftTanjore as much as thofe which belong to the Company j ounht to a Hi ft 
“  in paying the debt that is due to them, as this claim is jiilt, and as the Nabob ■ 
** is much in want o f money ; I wilh that it may appear to you in the lame light 

it does to me: The balance that is due to the Nabob mult bt paid, arconling 
** to  the reJoknions formed here by the Governor and Council ; if this money 
“  is not given, it will prove very prejudicial to his affairs, as well as to the alfuirs 
“  o f the Company.”  The protedtion the Nabob’s noitps have afforded 10 me 
is well known to God and all mankind, and you yourielf have been a witncfs 
of it. You. lay that the Nabob’s and the Company’s troops are the fame. The 
Nabob maintained troops, and v./ith thefe troops feized my country •, tlie Com
pany, out of their gre;« goodnefs, have reftortd that countiy to me •, will you fay 
that thefe two are the fame 1), according to your opinion of juftice, yc u lirliie me 
to give money to the Nabob, what can I do, to whom mull 1 appeal ? Should the 
Company, after due confideration, think it ju(t that I difcharge the balance due 
to the Nabob, be aOured that I will do nothing to give them oftl-nce •, in the mean 
time, either the Governor and Council muft attentively confider their refolution, 
and the arguments I ufe againft it, or they muft fend me the direiflions they fay 
they have received from the Company regarding thefe claims, that I may obey 
them j or elle let this caufe be referred to the Company, and let their determina
tion be conclufive : but if, regardlefs of all thefe, you defiic me to pay this balance 
to the Nabob, I am without refource. 1 lhall never throw any obftacle on the 
intention o f the Company ; 1 fhall never fail in any of my engagements to them, 
nor objedt to the juft claims of the Nabob j but an extraordinary demand is now 
made on m ej I think it neceflfary to accquaint the Governor and Council with 
my fituntion, and -1 hope that they, out of their friendlhip for me, will turn their 
faces towards tcuth, and ad  by me with juftice. You have been pleafed to write 
irie, “  That with regard to the-money which was demanded of me. it would be 
“  pioper to confider my circumftances, as the burthen was thrown upon my 
** flioulders.”  What you fay is exceedingly rightj further, “  That in future,
“  without having well confidered things, it does not become you to make ob-
‘ ‘ jedionsi You owght to fix your attention on this claim ; and if you confidered
“  the orders of the Company, and the refolutions o f Cotincil, you would (ee thê
“  wants of Jthofe who were in power, and would think a compliance rtquifne.
‘ ‘ This is a time in which you iruft have an overplus of grain in your handsi>,

*  It is / in the Copy..
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“  this does not admit of a doubt; and if you failed to give the neccffkry affiftance, 
“  anJ was relieved yourfcif, without aflTording relief to others who wanted it, 
“  the Company will have reafon to tivink you are deficient in that part you 
“  ought to perform. If you oppofe the opinion o f us, who are your friends, 
“  what can wc fay ? the prefervation o f the Carnatick fliouid be the defire of

I382{'*) L itte r  f t e m  K ing o f  ‘Tanjore to G eorge Stratton^ Efqture,

«l e v e r y  o n e

I before rrquefted you would make me acquainted with the orders o f  the 
Coxpany, and I now again make the fame requert The Governor and Coun
cil have defircd that I would ad  up to the inftrudtions that came from England, 
with regard to my refloration if you furnifh me with a copy o f thefe inltruc- 
tioDS, 1 fhall not fail to comply with them. The crop o f lalt fcafon has been 
very dtfiricr.t, on account or the many obflacles it met with; thefe were the 
breaking down o f the bank ; my having failed in obtaining leave to cut earth for 
the repair o f it at the ufual place, until it  was very late'in the fcafon 5 and a want 
o f water in the Cavery, which was a naturaj confequence •, befides, before the 
bank bioke down, the freflies came with fo much violence, that the leed in the 
ground was dertroyed. As there was no money in the country, I requefted the 
loan o f one L ack  of Pagodas from the Company, which they were unable to give 
me i and the incurfions made by the PoUigars produced great dirturbancc, fo 
that the crop in Jome places does not exceed one half, and in others three 
quarters, of what was curtomary. Now that the fcafon far collecting the revenues 
is come, there will prove a deficiency for want o f troops j money is due to the 
Company, according to the ftipulated K ifts; my own expenfes, the expenfcs o f 
my attendants, together with the cuftomary allowances to the Pagoda*!, and the 
ulual charities, muft all be difcharged ; every thing is to be begun, nothing re
mains of what 1 formerly polTcfll'd but the bricks o f my fort; I have not a 
carpet, or any other necdTary, that has not been Jately purchafed : if the Com
pany will be pleafed to aflift me, the kingdom will rife from it’s prefent condition. 
When fuch is iny cafe, what am I to tjiink o f your faying “  That I muft in this 
“  fcafon have an overplus of grain in my hands without d o u b t; and if  I failed 
“  10 give the neceffary affiftance, and was relieved myfelf, without relieving 
“  oihers who wanted it, the Company will have reafon to think I am deficient in 
“  that part which 1 ought to perform ; i f  1 oppofe the opinion of you, who are 
“  iT.y friends, what can you fay ? the prclervation .of the Carnatick (hould be the 
“  defire o f every one.”

If it was juft that I fliould pay the balance due to the Nabob, I would, in con- 
fideration o f th<: times, pay that debt; I would requeft that the Governor and 
Council allowed me a realonable time to pay it in : when it is unjuft that I fhould pay 
ir, wl.ere is the ufe o f  that confideration in me ? In what part o f my conduft have ( 
dtviatetl from my engagements, that theylhould have caufe to find fault with me ? 
t-he Company are thofe to whom I am obliged for my kingdom, and from them I 
exfjeft protedion, and from none other; they arc my only friends, and I wifh to lee 
tlic Engliih colours always fpread in this country; I fliall endeavour to obtain their

friendfhip,



fricndfhip, and from that fhall arife my fecurity and happincfs. As I am under 
ih e  proteftion of the Company, ’ tis their’s to fccure me from all moleftation what
ever; it therefore appears improper that the claims made by the Nabob fo ra  
balance fliould be laid on me, and that I be defired to pay them. I earneftly 
rcqueft that the Goi®fior and Council will permit me to perform my engagements 
with the Company without any deviation, and that the treaty made in the year 
1762 with the Nabob, through the mediation of the Company’s Rtprelentatives, 
be carried into execution, and ftriSly complied with. If you demand more from 
me thaa 1 have ftipulatcd, I lhall be unable to perform it •, I therefore repeat my 
rcprefentations to you every week. Oblige me by paying fome attention to my 
kingdom, and by doing what is juft and proper-, thus the fanie of Englifh juftice 
will fpread itfcif all over the earth. Do not difregard what I write to you, but pay 
Attention to my requefts.

Believe me your friend,

(Signed) SH R E E  R A M  P R E D A A P .

Trandatcd from a copy fcnt to theVackeel for his information.

(Signed) W " .  R O S S .
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