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Extratls of the Proceedings of the Selel? Committee, and of the
Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, containing their
veafons jfor differing in opinion from the NVabob of the Car-
natick and Sir Fobn Lindfay, refpefting the condué? neceffary
2o be obferved by the Company's Servants towards the Ma-
vattas and Hyder Ally in the Years 1771 and 14772,

Lxtrall of Proceedings of the Select Committee at Fort §t. George, Saturday, 12th
| Oftobery, 1771.

PRESENT

Jofias Du Pré Efquire, Governor, Prefident.
Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley,

ETTER from Hyder Ally Khén read, fetting forth the defigns of the Ma.

I ﬁ rattss to invade the Carnarick after thep!@all have eftablithed themfelves in

the Balaghaut, and urging therefore cthe expedmncy and mneceffity of a firm union

with him to oppofe them, as well from the teraws of the treaty as from mutual
intereft, | -

 From Hyder Aly Kbdn to Governor Dt Pré, doted 15t Seprembér, and received 71h
- © o .Ofobery 17 o

THE treaty and engagements, to laft for ever, whigh were entered into between
the Company and my Circar; through your’s and the Council’s means, are well
known, and it was merely through gfdpc_s of onur junchion and union together, that
for-thefe two years paft I’ have carried on 3 war with the Marattas. It is the
euftom of the Marattay,sby cusning and deceit, to throw diflenfions betwgen two
Powess, and thereby _cﬁ't@vﬁlé‘lr owh purpofes; and it is by this artful and decei ful
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conduét that they have acquired their poffeffions in the Indoftan and Deckan
countries, by firft effecting the redu&tion of one Power, and then commcncin?
that of another. This circumftance indeed is known to the whole world, as wel
as ta yourfelf ; ’till lately, however, they never came into thefe parts ; and their
now coming is owing tu the various perfuafions and inducements, as well by mefia-
ges as Jetters, made ufe of by Morarow Gorparah, and other Sardars, through a
groundlefs hatred and enmity; who have alfo caufed them to winter here. By
Morarow’s perfuafion likewife it is their fixed refolution to- take the Subahthip of.
Arcot, which indeed they have a long time been defirous of ; and for this purpofe
have in view the reducing of fome places in my country, and to fix an cftablifh-
ment therein; which done, to commence the conqueft of the faid Subahdary.
It is well known that the cuftom of the Marattas is, when they commence hof-
tilities againft any Power, ’till his reduction is accomplifhed they fend letters and
embaffies, and make ufe of the {weeteft language, and the beft of treatment; in
appearance, to any other Power ;, but as foon as the former Power is reduced, they
attack the latter ; and there is no doubt, if they fhould effeét their eftablifhment
in my country, they will proceed againft the Arcot province; indeed I underftand
the fame by fome letters from fome trufty people-in the Maratta army, who are in
fricndfip with me, and are my fincere well-withers,

The conquelt of the whole country of the Carnatick has been the defign of the
Marattas for this long time, and it is for this reafon they will not agree to the offer
I have made of paying the reafonable Choute, but demand impofiibilities ; and with
a view, as above, of reducing the whole Carnatick, hae commenced their diftur-
bances againft one part of it. By God’s blefling you gre a man whofe confidera-
tion extends far, and who are aoquainted with all matters; I flatter myfelf there-
fore you will refolve all thefe things thoroughly in your mind, and confult your
principal Counfellors thereon, that our troops:may be joined together, and the Ma-
rattas expelled this, country without obtaining their object, and thereby both our
countries remain for ever in peace and quiet from their difturbances. By the fa-
vour of the Almighty, in cafe of fuch a jun&ion between us, the Marattas will
not be able to oppofe us in the field,” Between Morarow and Trimbeck Row a
treaty and engagement has been entered into, by which the former s beund to
remain with the latter ’till the congueft.of the whole Carpatick is effeCted; and
after taking the Carnatick, Trimbeck Row is to give Morarow Trichinopoly.

As it is evident I bear you the finceref friendﬂ\i?, and as I have not the leaft
enmity or ill-will againft the Nabob Sérajah Dowlah, you will yourfelf be the
medidtor to clear up matters between ugj for it is for the good of both our affairs,
and tends to the perpetual tranquillity of the Campany’s and my countries, that
harmony and union fhould fubfilt between nie and all the Company’s wel-withers.
It is not felf-intereft only that prompts mg to arite this to you, but séally with a
view to both our benefit that I mention it out of my regard and friendthip. For
other matters I beg leave to refer you to Venajee Pundit, Vackeel, and
Ufmaun. May your happinefs an! profperity laft for ever !

4 What ¢an I fay. more ?
The

L]
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The Prefident acquaints the Committee, that the Vackeels had informed hiaa,
that they were inftruéted by their Mafter to reprefent, that their Mafter had no ill-
will to the Nabob, but that he was defirous to be on the molft friendly terms with
him, and to engage in the mutual fupport of each other againft the Marattas ; as
a proof of which, and of their Maiter’s defire of commencing a friendly corref-
pondence with him, they were charged with a letter of condolance to the Nabob
on the death of the Begum.

The Prefident allo acquaints the Commirtee, that he comgunicated to the Na-
hob the letter from' Hyder Ally Khin, as alfo the purport of what the Vackeels
had reprefented refpe&infé their Mafter’s defire of an union with the Nabob ; that,
the Nabob thereupon informed the Prefident, that it had been intimated to him.
that Hyder Ally had propofed making an offer to the Company of the Baramahaul
country, with the diltri¢ts of Salem and Ohtour, and twenty Lacks of Rupees,..
for their affiftance; and that if his propofals were not accepted, the Vackeels had .
inftructions to apply to the French for aid. Upon which the Nabob obferved, that
the offer propofed,to be made by Hyder Ally to obtain the Company’s affiftance
appeared improper, as their friendthip and fupport were not to be purchafed by
money ; but that if afliftance were to be given, Hyder Ally fhould agree to be an-
fwerable for all the damages the Carnatick thould fuftain thereby. The Nabob
added, that the contents of the letter from Hyder Ally, regarding the defigns of
the Marattas, were he believed true ; that he had received the like intelligence
from the Maratta camp, as well as.from Bazalet Jung, by whom he was refericd
to Saffdir Jung, who had repsefented that he (the Nabob) was the only.Moorith
Power capable of making any oppofition to the Marattas, and therefore propofed
and recommended a junétion between him (the Nabob) and Bezaler Jung for thar.
purpofe. That the Nabob feemed at a Jofs how to a& with refpect to the letrer-
{fent him by Hyder Ally, and defired the advice of the Prefident therein, who
had recommended his receiving the letter privately,

The Committee think it unneceflary. here to repeat their opinion. frequently
expreffied of the expediency of fupporting Hyder Ally againft the Marattas, for
the realons fet forth in many parts of their proceedings, provided the revenuces
and refources of the. Carpatick were. under our control,  We fincerely hope that
the Colehrooke and Lord Holland may.bring us the clear and precile ideas and
inftra®ions of the Court of.Diretors on a fubject of fo much importance ; in the
mean. ume it appears expedient- ro.affuge Hyder Ally of our good inclination to
fupport him from friendfhip and .mugnal intereft, bur%that‘ we muft wait for in-
ftructions from our Superiors.on this fubject before we can take any decifive mea-
fure. A.draught of a lertér is therefore. now. prepar¢d, which the Prelident is

defired 1o commuaicate to the Nabob..:
Jof. Du Pré

Warren Haftings
Sam's Ardley.

Farrald
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FExtract of Proceedings of the Select Committee at Fort St, George, 19th Ociober, 17714

THE dravght of the letter to Hyder Ally Khin, refolved on at the laft Com-
mittee, having been communicated to the Nabob, and approved by him, wag this
day tranflated and fent away.

From Governor Du Pré to Hyder Ally Kbdn, dated 19th O&lober, 1771,

YOUR fiiendly ]et:er dated the 135th of the laft month,I had not the pleafure
of recewing ’till the 7th of the prefent month. I muft and do acknowledge,
that the dangers with which you tell me the whole Carnatick is threatened are
very probable, and your intimations are kind; 1 confefs alfo that your reafonings
on this fubje are perfeétly juft, except only in the reference you make to ‘the
treaty and engagements which were entered into between the Company and your
Circar: you intimate, that it is from thence you derived a hope of our junion
and union together, and in that expeétation you have fupported a war thofe two
years, Give me leave to recall ro your remembrance an exprefs fipulation in the
Licaty, that if the party who atks for aid (hall have been the aggrefior, the other
party is freed from the obligation of yielding any; allow me alfo to refer you to
a letter 1 had the pleafure to write you the 27th of July of the year 1769; and
afier confideripg theft, if you will take the ctrouble to compare them with your
operations for fome months after your return into the Balaghaut in the year 1769,
I perfuade myfedt you will be as much convinced as ¥ am, that the engagements
of the treaty are in the prefent cafe entirely out of the queftion. Ido not men-
tion thefe matrers ad*a reproach upon former tranfadtions, for what is paft is paft,
but to place in a clear light the caufes of the prefent troubles in which you are
engaged ; neither do [ take netice of them to excufe myfelf from complying with
your prelent propefal and defire, but 1o convince you, thatif I fhall be antforized by
my Superiors to comply with them, it cannotbe upon the footing of an obliga-
tion retulting fiom the treaty, though it may be from motives ftiil ftronger, from
motves of fArm friendthip and mutual interelt, Upon this fubject I wrote very
tilly to the Company ; my letiers Bave been recetved, and { am promifed anfwers
by fhips which are not yet arrived, but which are hourly expetted. At prefent
vou well know the forces of the Carnatick are employed in pumithing a difobe-
dient dependant, and it is near the time of the rains, when the troops muft go
into wincer qtrarters ; in the mean tife it 78 moft probable that I thall receive an-
jwers from Evurcpe to my letrers, which will enable me' to write to you more
explicitly on the fubje@t of your propofal. Look upen me as a well-wither to
your affairs, and let me frequently hear of 'yoor health, that 1 may rejoice.

P S. Mahomed Ufinaun has acquainted me fully of what you empowered him -
tell me, and I have informed him alto of my. fentiments, and all other matters
wery fully, to whom therefore I beg leave to refer you.

Extrat
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Extrafl of Proceedings of ibe Pr{ﬁdm: and Council at Fort St. George, in their Milsiary
Depariment, 141bh Qctober, 1771.

Extradl of Letter from General Smith te Governor Dy Pré, dated, Camp near Tanjore,
" 6:b Ottober, 19714

REPORTS prevail very ftrongly, that the Marattas are now in the Baramahaul,
and that 10,000 are hourly expeted to the Rajah’s afliftance, and on which he
builds great hopes; the Nabob has alfo mentioned this circumftance to his Son,
but on what foundation I know not,

Ex:raff" of Letter from Governor Du Pré 10 General Smith, dated 14th Oclober, 1771,

BE under no apprehenfions of Marattas; my life for it they will not trouble us
before the rains.

Extrall of Proceedings of the Seleft Committee at Fort St. George, Friday,
1 November, 1771.

P RESENT,

Jofias Dy Pré Efquire, Governor,. Prefident,
Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley.

READ a letter from Hyder Ally Khin, fetting forth the propofitions repeatedly

made to him by Trimbeck Row for accommodating matters and iavading this
" provinee ; which he had refufed to comply with, in confideration of his engagements
with the Company, and defiring to know in what manner he thall act.

From Hyder Ally Kbdn to Governor Du Pré, dated 131k, and received 29tb Oélober,
5 1771, '

TRIMBECK ROW, the Sardar of the Maratta army, who is encamped at the
diftance of twelve Cofs from Syringapatnam, has fent, and is ftill fending me repeated
meflages to the following effect : That « the undertaking an expedition againft Areot
¢ isof the greateft importance to him; on condition therefore of my fending my
‘“ troops to accompany him, under the command of a trufty Sardar, he will conclude
“ a perpetual friendfhip with me, and give up ene half of the fum juftly due to
“ him.” My anfwer to which has been, that ¢ Between the King ofJ England and
*¢ me there fubfifts o treaty of peace-and perpetual alliance, which treaty is under
“ the feals of the faid King and my own, and is Gigned by the Sardars and Gentle-
* men of Council of Madras, contrary to which therefore I could not aét; and
¢ that, by God’s blefling, from the beﬁgifgaing of my Governmeat ’till now, it has

1 ¢ been
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“ been my ftudy to perform my engagements to every one, and in future likewife
“ the fame was' my defign and intention.”” Trimbeck Row, on being' infarmed of
this anfwer, fent me word again,  If there is a treaty of perpetual friendfhip fub-
“ filting berween you and the Englith Company, how comes it that you have re-
¢ ceived po afliftance from them ?” Fo which I replied, ¢¢ Tha¢ if | had: been
“ drove to fuch ftreights as to ftand in need of fuch affiftance, and had accordingly
“ wrote fo to the Company’s Sardars, they would certainly bave fent it in confe-
‘¢ quence of their engagements ; and fhould it fo happen that fuch neceffiry thould
‘¢ occur, I fhould accordingly fend for fuch affiftance : and in cafe of his,. Trim-
 beck Row’s, thinking again to fpin.out the war and his difturbances for.a-year
 or two more, in confequence of not obtaining the affiftance of my troops, for
¢ the Payenghaut expedition, I was ready, but would not break my faith to the
“ Company by affifting him.” Trimbeck Row, notwithftanding this explicit
anfwer on my part, is ftillurging and prefling me ; and in conformity to ‘the ‘firm.-
nefs of my engagements, and the clofenefls of connexion between us, which ren-
ders us as gne, I have given, and am fill gtving him the fame clear anfwer. "As
you are however my true friend, I fhall act agreeable to whatever: further advice
you may give me refpeding peace or war with the Marattas. 1 mentjon this to
you out ‘of the fincerity of my regard. My vahant troops. have lately fallen upon
the rear of the Maratta army, as they were marching, and killed and wounded
4 great many pcoEI-e; and amongft the former four principal Sardars,. whofe Pa-
lankeens and Ophtaubgheerst they brought away, together with four hundred
horfes. My troops penetrated even fo far as their guns, but could not bring them
away on account of:théir weight ; they killed the elephants and bullocks however
that were drawing the guns, Every day indeed, befides this,. 100 and 200 horfes
and camels are brought in by them : all which you have probably heard from other

haads. .

Always let me have the pleafuse to reccive your kind letters,, advifing of you:;
hedlth, <har I may rejoice. = e
' o May your happinefs increafe !

'THE. Prefident acquaints the Committee, that Hyder Ally’s Vackeels had in-
formed him of their having received advice that a peace was on the point of
being concluded ; that Trimbeck Row had exprefied &-défire: of feeing Tippoo
Saib, for which purpofe Hyder Ally had ient for him to Syringapatnam, and that-
it was generally thought a peace would foon take place. -

The above-mentioned. letter from: Hyder Ally Khan feems evidently calculated
to involve us.in a difagreeable dilemma, of which he may avail himfelf, what-
ever part we may take. If we promife him affiftance, there is no doubt but he
will refufe complying with the demands of the Marattas, in the hope of being
able to oblige them to defift therefrom.” If we decline giving him.a diret anfwer,
and.coatinwe to amufe him with the hopes of. affiftance, he will make a merit’
with the Marattas, by urging the expectation. he hath off our fupport and aidj
| ' Y not<
s A kind Of ﬁmbrbﬂu; '
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nmithﬁgdpd:-ing which he is ready to make up matters, and to enter into an
alliance with them againft the Carnatick Payenghaut.. If we abfolutely refufe
our affiftance, it wilt give him a pretext for breaking off his en agements with
us, and"joining the Marattas. Under thefe circumitances, we §o not fee what
other anfwer we carr return “him than, to refer him to-our letrer of the 1gth
©c¢tober*, and 1o repeat to him our: expetations of receiving in a fhort time
arders from Europe, -without which:we-are not empowered to adl.

Jef. Da Pré
Warren Haftings
Sam!. Ardley.

o Letter fiom Governor Du.Pré to Hyder Ally Khdn, dated 81b November, 1771:

ON the 1gth of laft month I'had the pleafure to write to you in anfwer to
your friendly letter dated the 1s5th September. Now lately I have had the
pleafure of receiving another letter of friendly contents from you, dated the 13th
of O&ober; in which, after relating fome particulars of what has lately paffed .
between you'and T'rimbeck Row on the fubjet of peace and his future intentions,
out of the fincerity of your régard and friendthip, and'in confidence of mine,

defire my advice,.whether to make peace or continue war with the Marattas.
I fhould but 1]l deferve the true regard and'friendthip gou ‘manifeft in afking my
advice upon fo important a-concern, if in giving it I were to confult my own
intereft alone feparately dnd‘diftin@ly from" your’s. You well know that my
fituation is very différent from your’s : you may determine in your affairs with-
out afking thie opinion of any one; I muft follow the inftruétions I receive frony
the Company. I acquainted'you' in my laft letter that 1 was waiting for their
orders with great impatience; I'expected to have received them before now; but
by fome‘unf%:-cfecn impediment it is probablé the hips are gone to Bengal with- -
out calling here, fo that this may occafjon a delay of a2 month longer before I can
receive them. I cannot at prefent fay any thing more certaim upon this fubject
than I have already'done. You are wife, and can beft judge what may be moft
conducive to the permanent fafety and’ profperity of ‘your affairs ; and whatever
may tend to produce-that effeét your wifdom will certainly prefer to any tem-
poragaobjc&; 1 have with truth- and*fincerity related to yow my fituatron and’
expe&tation of orders in confidering the ftate of your affairs ; -throwvthis circum-
ftance into thefcale, and let it weigh,as much as it ought. What can I fay
more, but thac the news of your profperity will always give me-pleafure ?

Yrom Trimbeck Row.t0 fhe Nabob of 'the -Carnatick: ~Received by the Nabob, 271h
- . Oftober, 1773

SINCE the time oﬁm; vﬁomusarm}' taking up their quarters in this coun-
try, letters of friendthip.in variousimodes have been wrote and difpacched to you,
purporting as-well my defive to fee youwy avthat you thould join and exert yourfelf

| ' n
*. Vide page 1388

-
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in the affairs of the Circar of Sercemant Pundit Purdhaun; the anfwers re-
ceived to which have expreffed your, expettation of the arrival of fhips from
Europe, and that immediately upen the receipt of letters from thence, you would
come, and having made fricnds of thofe Sardars who are backward ia fupporting
the affairs of the Circar, would bring them with you. I now underftand that
fhips, troops, and letters have lately been received from Europe ; and that you
and the Governor, fitting together in private, made Madarow Sadafive a partaker of
your council ; telling him, that in 2 fhort time you fhould fet out to add firength
to the mode in which the affairs of Sercemant Saheb have been fettled ; that you
had heard the fending of the troops of the Cigcar of Scrgcmant into the Bara-
mahaul country was propofed, and that he, Madarow Sadafive, fhould write
to forbid the fame, or elfe the country near to the diftri€t of Trichinopoly, which
Sercemant Saheb had agreed to confer an you, would be ruined by their devafta-
tions : all which I underftood by a letter from the faid Madarow Sadafive ; ahd
am to acquaint you, that out of confideration to you, I have at prefent fiopt the
marching of the troops to that part, and am in expetation of your coming,
The fincere friendfhip therefore fubfifting between wus, requires that you fhould
with the utmoft expedition prepare the ftores for the troops and fet off, that
thereby as well the expreflions you bave made ufe of in your letters to Sercemant
Purdhaun, moft of them being to the above purport, as what I likewife, trufting
to the fincerity of your fiiendfhip, wrote to him in a2 proper manner, may be
found to be true, and the remaining of fo trulty a perfon of the Circar as Ma-
darow Sadafive by you ’till this time, the fending of whom by Sercemant
Saheb was owing to his convi&ion of your fincere regacd, be found to have been
with reafon ; that thereby likewife your firm friendfhip to Sercemant Pundit
Purdhaun may be known to high and low throughout the world, and the extir-
pation of the enemy, which, by God’s blefling, has with cafe been in thele days in
fome meafure accomplithed, be effeted by us jointly, which may in every refpe&
be of fervice €0 you, According to the Arabick phrafe, ¢ Every thing in tltis world
«¢ has it’s time and feafon ;' ahd it is certain that the time for this bufinefs is now
come; not only thercfore the delaying and poftponing the fame any further ap-

ars to me very inconfiftent with the prudence ofp a wile man, but alfo the fuffer-
ing of time to pafs away unprofitably, or the paying attention to a trifling ad-
vantage 1 without any meaning : what is proper therefore is, that you fhould entirely
quit that ynbecoming bufinefs, which in the eye of fincere friendfhip carries nothing
but a bad appearance with it, and come the fooneft poffible, advifing me with
the utmoft expedition of the hour you propefe fetting off : more than which how
much muft I write ?

May your withes be ever happily accomplifhed !

+ Suppofed to mean the expedition againft Tanjore.
Extral
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Extral of Proceedings of the Selelt Commiitce at Fort §t. George, Thurjday,
21/ Novembper, 1771.

P RESENT,

Jofias Du Pré Efquire, Governor, Prefident,
Warren Haftings Samucl Ardley.

* HAD the expedition againft Tanjore been undertaken at that fcafon of the ycar
when it was firft propofed, weare of opinion ftill, as we were then, that the Marattas
would have made anseffort to affift the Tanjoreans. Our advices from the Mziatta
army for fome time paft, mention the preffing inftances of the Rajah of Tanjure to
Trimbeck Row for immediate affiftance, and his promifes of giving it. By our
Jaft intelligence we are informed, that bills for a very confiderable fumn fent by
the Rajah were received by Trimbeck Row; who having thereupon called a Coun-
cil, it was refolved to leave a part of the army to oppofe Hyder, and to march
with the reft to the relief of Tanjore: but it muft be obferved, that the letters
which accompanied thofe remittances reprefented the fiege of Tanjore as advanc-
ing, and the place to be in great danger of falling if not fpeedily relicved ; and
at the receipt of the letters, it was not known in the Maratta army that a peace
was concluded: we remain therefore in doubt whether; upon the receipt of the
news of the peace, the Marattas will defift from their above-mentioned intentions
of entering the Payenghaut or not ; if they fhould purfue that defign, wemuft in a very
few days hear further of their motions ; and if they (hould pafs the Ghauts, it is certain
we muft for the prefent defift from all thoughts of reducing the Marawar and Nal-
cooty Polligars, and colle&t a force nearer the center. If, upon the news of a peace
with Tanjore, they fhould defit for the prefent, but ftill keep in referve thur
defign of invading the Payenghaut, which we ftill think is moft probable, in that
cafe it is not likely they will carry that intention into execution ’till the latter erd
of January or February, unlefs they fhould fooner conclude a peace with Hyder.
Our reafon for this opinion is, that from January to May an army of Maratias
might beft be fubfifted in the province, and their ravages would be moft fc.ciciv
felt; the crops being then on the ground, part unreaped and part in ftacke, il
but little fecured in the forts,

Extralt of Proceedings of the Select Committee at Fort St. George, 224 November, 1 3 b
THE following intelligence was this day received from the Nabob :

Purport of Advice from the Maraita Camp, dated 10th November, and recived ty
the Nabob, 22d November, 1771,

TRIMBECK ROW intends to leave 10,000 horfe under the commiind ~f
Jakaramhurry in the Balaghaut, and himfelf to march to the plain. 1 Of Lic

* For the occafion cn Which this was written, fee Appendix, No, XX V1. page 946, &,
16 E ard
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and Anikel, and from thence to fend Balaventraw’s Son.to.the affiftance of
Tanjore. Subaraw, the Tanjore Vackeel, prefented Trimbeck Row a bill for five-
Lacks of Rupees, with a pair of piftols; he brought the Rajah’s letters to him
and to the other Sardars. ‘Trimbeck.Row told him he would defer his campaign
againtt Hyder and go to the affiftance of his Mafter; fo that he ordered the
Vackeel to go along with Balaventraw’s Son, and gave anfwers to the Rajah’s
leteers,  T'rimbeck® Row direéted Narfingarow Gavick Vaudy, Vankajee Mooty, .
Cadapa and Cundanore troops, as alfo the Polligars of Chitteldurg and Hur-
perhully, &c. to accompany him: he joined 4000 horfe belonging to the Circar
to the faid Jakaramhurry’s command. The Tanjore Hircar reprefented.to Trim-
beck Row, through the means of Balaventraw’s Son, that ke fhould fend' away
the Nabob’s news-writer and that of the Englifh out of the camp ;. but he did not
confent to it, faying that his army is very fuperior, fo that there was no matter
who comes in or goes out of it: at length he told him that he would give ordersg
accordingly. The Marattas took poffeffion of Garycode and demolifhed it, after

landering the fame. The army moved from the faid place, and arrived near
Euﬂ'ohully, one Cofs from Meddore, and is fighting there. Jakaram, in his
return from Negapoor, took poffeffion of Beerhully, and plundered the fame,
The Tanjore Vackcel being atked concerning the army in the Carnatick, he in-
formed Trimbeck Row as follows; 2000 EuroEcans, 10,000 Sepoys, 4000 horfe,
and twenty guns, now before Tanjore; to which half of the troeps from the garri-
fons of Amboor and Sautgada, as well as Bangar Yachem Naick’s forces, &¢. joined .
them. The Vackeel told him further, that if he (Trimbeck Row) enters the
Ghaut at this time, Amboor and Sautgada will be eafily taken; that the Nabob
has 100 horfe and oo Sepoys with him; that the Englifh at Madras have only
200 Europeans and rooo Sepoys; and that there was fufficient water and grals
to be got for the Maratta army. Trimbeck Row told the Vackeel, that he wrote
feveral letrers to the Nabob concerning Tanjore, but received no anfwer ; thae
Madavarow fent letters, and infifted upon his fending affiftance to Tanjore ; that
if the Nabob finithes the Tanjore affair before he enters the Payenghaut, and
fends his troops to join him, as he promifed, he will then write in the Nabob's
behalf to Madavarow. Morarow told me, that if the Nabob makes peace
with the Tanjoreans, and acquaints him with it, he can prevent the Maratta
army from entering the Ghaut. Hyder’s Vackeel told Trimbeck Row to reftore
Colar, and write to Madavarow about Belapoor ; but he anfwered him,. that he
is going to Tanjore, and that Narrain Row. will foon come, when he will tell him
of it. It is talked here, that Narrain Row, with 20,000 horfe, arrived at Kiftna
River; that 4000 of them arrived at Tungabadra; and that soo horfe, with a
proper Sardar, joined the army. If the Marattas fhould arrive towards Baramahaul,
fome Hircars fhould be placed at Amboor and Mallappaudy.

Purport of Advice from Arcot, dated 19th November, 1771.

NEWS was brought that Vankatraw, relation to Trimbul Row, from Vellour,
fent twenty Sepoys 1o Arny country, and feized 1000 cattle, &c. but two Peong
belonging to the Tachorians fired againft them, vpon whichcthey left the cattle and
went away.

4 New
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News was brought alfo from Vaniambaddy and Tripatore, that the Polligar of
Coimbetoor, by permiffion of Trimbeck Row, comes along with Balaventraw’s
Son, who intends to enter the Ghaut with 10,000 horfe, through Cangondy Canama,

to take poffeffion of Jagadave, &c. The faid Balaventraw’s Son is now at Chinna-
patam, and not yet removed from thence,

The forcgoinﬁ intelligence agrees with the advices received by the Prefidents.
except that we had no account of the march of Narrain Row,

AT A SELECT COMMITTEE, Monday, 25th November, 1771.

PR ESENT,

Jofias Da Pré Efquire, Governor, Prefident.
Woarren Haftings Samue] Ardley.

THE Prefident acquaints the Committee, that Dy intelligence papers receiv-d
from the Balaghaut, he learns that Trimbeck Row had determined to enter this pro-
vince; and for which purpofe he had difpatched Balaventraw’s Son, with a body of 10
or 12,000 horfe, as an advanced party, who had arrived within a few Cofs of
Oufcotah. That the Prefident had converfed with the Nabob on the fubje&, who
informed him that he had received the fame intelligence. That he impurted this
refolution of Trimbeck Row to two motives. ‘The firft, that having received bii&
for a confiderable amount from the Rajah of Tanjore, and which were not payable
unlefs affiftance were fent to the Rajah, and hearing that matters were likely to be
accommodated, he had made this motion to convince the Rajah of his readinefs to
affift him on receipt of the bills; that ircafe the Rajah thould compromife his
difputes with the Nabob, he, Trimbeck Row, might infift on the amount of the
bills, afleging that it was the Rajah’s own fault in making peace, and not waiting
the arrival of the troops which were marching to his affiftance. Thc other motive
affigned by the Nabob was, that he has advice that Narrain Row, brother to
Madavarow, is appointed to the command of the troops in the Balaghaut; that
upon his arrival Trimbeck Row’s powers will ceafe, who is therefore defirous of
colkéting what he can {frcvious to Narrain Row's arrival. That the Nabob then
propofed fending a2 meflage to Trimbeck Row, through the means of Madarow
Sadafive, the Maratta Vackeel, to the following effe¢t :—That he learns that Trim-
beck Row is advancing th s way, with an intention of entering the Payenghaur;
that he, Trimbeck Row; has been frequently advifed, that the -Englith could not
‘gake part in the war in the Balaghaut without orders-from Europe; thut thote

ders might now be daily expe€ed to arrive; that he, the Nabob, would advife
him not to make any attempts before they arrived ; fince, if they were for tire
Englifh to affitt him, he might expe@ their aid ; and if they were not authorized fo
to do, he fthauld be frankly informed of it: but that in cafe he entcred the pro-
vince, or.committed the leagt haftuity in.it, he muft not expedt the affiltance of

the
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the Englith, fhéuld the-orders they may afterwards receive empower them to
join him.

The Committee are of opinion, that the motives afligned by the Nabob for this
motion of the Marattas are natural and probable; and they much approve of the
meflage propofed by the Nabob to befent to Trimbeck Row.

/Jof. Du Pré
Warren Haftings
Sam!. Ardley.

Extraft of Proceedings of the Selefi Committee at Fort St George, 27th No-
vember, 1771.

RECEIVED the following letter from the Sele¢t Committee at Bombay, by
way of Anjengo :

To the Honourable Fofias Du Pr¢ Efguire, Prefident and Governor, &¢, &5¢, Gentlemen
of the Selett Commitice at Fort St. George,

Honourablc Sir and Gentlemen,

WE addrefled you laft under the 31ft Auguft, aduplicate of which has already
been forwarded to you.

Having received a letter from the Refident at Onore, containing an account of
the prefent pofture of affairs between the Nabob Hyder Ally and the Marattas;
we enclofe copy thereof for your Honour, &c.’s information, as alfo copy of two

letters from the Nabob, one of which is directed to the Prefident, the other to
the Refident at Onore.

The Nabob hath therein earneftly applied for affittance both from you and us,
without which we have realon to think he will fall a facrifice to the fuperior
power of the Maratras; we therefore much with to do every thing in our power 10
prevent fuch an event, entirely concurring in opinion with our Honourable

Mafters of the neceffity of fupporting Hyder Ally as a barricr to the Maratra
power,

But as it is neceffary we fhould be more precifely informed of the fituation.
of the Nabob’s affairs, of his wants and offers in cafe of our affording hin
afliftance, and particularly whether he can or will depofit a fum of money be-
fore band adequate to the expenfe which we may incur in affiting him, and
without which it will be torally out of our power to do it; we have therefore
direed Mr. James Sibbald to write him fully on the fubjet from Onore, and get
his anfwer with the utmolt expedition for the above purpgfe, and we fhall not fail
to advife your Honour, &c, of the refult of it.

And
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And in the mean time we requeft your Honour, &c. will particularly inform
us, whether in cafe we fhould afford Hyder Ally affiitance againtt the Marattas,
you will or can co-operate with us in fupport of him, and to what extent,

We are with efteem,
Honourable Sir and Gentlemen,
Your moft obedient humble fervants,,

Bombay Cafile, Wm, Hornby
21ft O&tober, 1771, W. A, Price
David Wedderburne
Nath'. Stackhoule
John Watfon
W ... Tayler.

P.S. We are concerned to advife you, that the packet you forwarded us to be
difpatched over-land for the Honourable Company has mifcarried, by the capture
of the vellel in which it was from hence by the Sangarians,

To the Hononrable William Llornby Efquire, Prefident and Governor, €¢c. Gentlemen of
the Seleél Commuttce at Bombay.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,
[ ]

IN confequence of your orders for keeping you advifed from time to time
of the operations of the Marattas againft the Nabob, I have paid particular atren-
tion to the means for procuring certain intelligence of their motions, as well as of
the Nabob’s firvation ; and as the mode the Marattas have adopted this feafun for
diftrefling Hyder’s affairs, not only fhew their determination of totally 1educing
him if in their power, but at the fa)e ume the grear probability that matters
between them will be brought to a ciilis before the expiration ot another {ealon,
it will I prefume be thought a confideration worthy your Flonour, &c.’s notice and
attention.

The Marattas, after the defeat given the Nabob on the 7th March, when he
was obliged to retire within the walls of Syringapatnam, invefted in a manner that
place, and contentcd themfelves with firing upon the town fron a great diftance
tor upwards of teenty days; bur this the Nabob no fuither regarded, than as it
prevented bis drawinge fupphes for his army trom the country round him. e
ﬂ;::cscd himfelf the approach of the rains would, as heretofore, obhige the
Maratras ro evacuate lus country during that fealon, as being the conditions pro-
mifed the greateft part of the foldiery which compofe thew armies.  The Nabeb
was fenfible a ceflation of hoftilities for the fpace of fix mo ths would gve him
£inse to 1epair Lis iuls in troops, thar Ln the abftnce of the Murattas he ﬁwultlll;c

16 ¥ able
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able to retake his forts and places in their poffe(fion, and be in a condition to ftand
upon the defenlive, when they might enter his country in the month of November,
Bur very contrary to thefe expeltations of Hyder, the Maratta grand camp, under
the command of Trimbeck Raw, retired from Syringapatnam about the middle of
Apnl, and after laying wafte the Nabab’s countries in the Biddenure difiriéts,
fixed their encampment for the rainy feafon at Terree Ghery, being in the center
of the Nabob’s country, and in the high road both to Syringapatnam and Biddenure.
Since taking up their quarters at Terree Ghery, they have derached large bodies of
hotfe and fuot for bringing the country on all fides under their fubjeétion, and
have abfolutely reduced fome confiderable forts within two days’ way of Biddenure
itfelf. So effeGtually have they cut off Hyder’s commurication with this latter
place, fo far as extends to the drawing of fuccours from thence, that even his Hir-
carrahs are obliged to take their route through the Coorga country and down to
Mangalore, The opening a communication with Biddenure being of the laft
importance to his affairs, he has made feveral attempts to effeét it, but all
have proved unfuccefsful ; and a body of five hundred horfe, efcorting twenty pieces
of cannon with other military ftores from Biddenure, in the beginning of June,
were intercepted by the Marattas, and fell into their hands.

As the Nabob, from the fituation of his enemy, added to the fmall body of
troops now in Biddenure, muft be under fome apprehenfions for the-fafety of that
place, he ablolutely detcrmined about two months ago on leaving Syringapatnam,
in the command of his brother-in-law, and coming himfelf to Biddenmure; for
which purpofe he demanded a paffage through the Coorga Rajah’s country, and
abfolutely madec over to the Rajah a confiderable difivict contiguous to Managa-
lore for this permiffion, which was granted ; but juft at that juncture, a body of
the Maratta army moving fuddenly towards the borders of the Coorga country,
left Hyder no room to doubt of the Rajah’s treachery ; it is therefore fuppofed
he will not put himf{elf in his power.

The Marattas being now in the heart of the Nabob’s country, and nothing to
ftop their progrefs but the feverity of the feafon, it is to be expeted that their
moft vigorous effores will very fhortly be exerted tor accomplifhing their defigns, and
that thercfore the Naboly’s fituation may be looked upon as critical and diftrefied.
'The Marattas, by being in poffeflion of the greateft part of his Myfore country,
at the fame time both prevent his raifing troops, and drawing the neceflary fup-

lies for his army ; the fcarcity of grain is very great, fo much, that he has turned
all the inhabitants out of the town, and for want of forage he has loft more than
half of his few remains of horfe.

- . "h L]
I yefterday received a letter from him for the Honourable*the Prefident, W}Il(.‘,l
I now tranfmit, and have thought it not improper to enclofc for your Honouy,
&c. notice, a correét tranflation of his letter to me at the fame time,

I am, &c, &c.
Onore,
oth September, 1771. JAMES SIBBALD.

(A true Copy, Geo. Skipp, Secretary.) The
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‘The letters from Hyder Ally Khin to the Governor of Bombay and M. sibbald,

reprefenting the neceffity of eur taking part with him againft the Marattas, who
threaten to invade the Carnatick.

Fiom Hyder Ally Kldn to Governor Hodgrs at Bombay, dated 18th Augufl, and received
17th Ollobery, 1771,

AFTER compliments.

The agrecments that are fettled by your Flonour, as well as the Governor of
Madras, his means, and With the Englith King’s feal, arc very well known.  The
Marattas, notwithitanding my promifing to pay them their jult Choute, are mak-
ing a demand of Mahul or country; and to take pofleflion of all the Carnatick
courry, they have raifed difturbance in my dominions: they had long ago this
intention of taking the Subah of Arcot, and all the coudtry of the Carnatick, but
they are now refolved to put their above-mentioned defign into execution : this you
may bclieve to be true, as I heard it by letters from fome of the princi-
pal officers of the Marattas, who privately keep on good terms of friendthip
with me, and are my wcll-withers. The ways of the Marattas are to play
tricks with one Governor out of two who may be at war with ecach other ;
and when one of themn is broke, they begin their endeavours to break the
other : by thefe means they have taken pofieflion of the countries of Hind and
Deckan.  Now they wifh to take poffeflion of my dominions to abide there,
in order to ufe their means, about taking the Subah of Arcot ; and when they
fhall be fettled in this country, and have taken fome poffeflion of my dominions,
they will certainly put their hand over the Subah of Artot, and all the country of
the Carnatick : it is therefore right and good that your Honour, the Governor of
Madras, and I, thould join together (meaning againft them) ; when the Marattas
will not, pleafe God, dare to remain in this country, and to keep their bad inten-
tions againft my dominions and the Company’s. Your Honour is prudent, and veiy
wile ; 1 therefore hope that you will take all the above-mentioned circumftances
into your confideration, and write the Governor and Council of Madras to fend
their forces for my afliftance, agreeable to our agreements; when 1 affure you the
Maratta army will be unable to ftand before our forces, and will very likely return
to their dominions, and will never think to come in this country again; my
dominions as well as the Company’s will then ever remain unmolefted. The
whole world, as well as your Honour, is very well acquainted with the Marattas’
tricks; your Honour therefore fhould look wpon their friendly letters, fhould
they write any either tq.you or the Governor of Madras, to be deceitful 3 for their
custom is, as I have before mentioned, to keep friendfhip with one Governor firlt
againft the other ; and when he is broke, they begin to break the other,

I don’t mean to join with you for my own advantage only, but alfo for the
benefit of both the Company and myfelf. Your Honour will always pleafc me
with your friendly lctters, gherein giving me an account of your wellare.

(A true Copy, Geo, Skipp, Sccretary.)
From
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From Hyder Ally Khda to My, Fames Sibbald, dated at Syvingapatnam, the jth of

Zuinadillava,
AFTER compliments.

The treatics entered into between my Circar and the Governor and Council of
Madras and Bombay, with the Company’s own Seal affixed to them, you have
feen, and are well acquainted with the purport of them. Now I have engaged 10
pay the Marattas their jult Choute, but tiis will not content them ; they want
nothing lefs than all the country of the Carnatick and the Subah of Arcot, in
which they hope to fucceed : this they have long had in view, and now they
are determined to exert their urmoft cfforts to accomplith their ambitivus de-
figns; and to which end they have begun the war in my country, and pof-
fefled themfelves of many ftrong places, that they may have a firm foérin
therein; their next objet will then be the Subah of Arcot, with the whole
country of Carnatick. Thcfe defigns of their’s I am very particularly acquainted
with from fome of their principal Sardars, who have long kept friendthip with
me. If therefore the Governor and Council of Chinnapatam and Bombay would
agree to join me with a military force, the Marattas could not do any thing,
nor would they be able to flay longer in my country. You are the friend of
my Circar, a~d muft therefore addrefs the Governor and Council of Bombav, and
procure their letters to Madras, for aflifting me with a proper force; and then,
pleafe God, the Murattas will never more rcturn to give this country trouble,
I have not wrote this on account of my neceffitics ; itas as much the intereft of the
Company as it is mine to put a flop to the defigns of the Marattas.  Iris a cuf-
tom with them to endeavour to make a breach between two Powers, that they may
have an advantage over one; and when that one is reduced, they turn their arms
againft the other : in this manner they have conquered Indoftan and the Deck n :
fhould they therefore write letters of friendfhip to the Govcrnor and Council of
Bombay and Madras, they ought to be difregirded.  You will write all this
both to the Governor and Council of Bombay and Madras, and endecavour as
foon as poffible to get a proper body of the Cempany’s troops to join me. 1 have
now wrote a letter to the Governor of Bombay, which 1 defire you will forward,
and get me an anfwer immediately ; and acquaint him that 1 have great occafion for
3 or 4000 mufkers, which I requeft may be fent. 1 have no mere to add, only to
defirc your immediare anfwer to this, and you will procure one from the Gover-
nor as faft as poflible,

(A true Copy, Geo. Skipp, Secretary.)

In confequence of which the following letter was immediately wrote to

Bombay :
2 70
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Yo tke Honourable William Horrby Efquire, Prefident and Governer, &c. Gentlemen of
the Selelt Committee at Bombay.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

WE have this inftant received your letter of the 21{t Otober, and reply to it
immediately.

From the beginning of the prefent conteft between Hyder Ally Khin and the
Marattas, we have been of opinion, that it would be beft, and moft conducive to
the future fecurity of the Company’s pofleflions in India, to fupport Hyder Ally
Khén, in cafe he fhould at any time be in danger of finking under the fuperior
power of the Marattas ; but at the fame time we were of opinion, that we thould
forbear to take any part in this conteft until fuch a crifis fhould happen, and
thergby render it neceffary. This was merely an opinion, which, however defirous
we might be of carrying it into execution, from a full conviction of it’s propriety,
we faw clearly we fhould never be able to bring into practice; becaufe the plan
and {yftem of the Nabob of Arcot ftood in direct oppofition to it, and the warmeft
reprefentations have been made to us by him and by the King’s Minifter to affiil
the Marattas to reduce Hyder Ally, which we refuled to comply with. It is
true, that the tenor of all the late letters {from the Court of Diretors indicate
their opinion to be, that the power of Myfore fhould be fupported as a barrier
againft the Marattas ; yet in one of their late lctters they enjoin us not to inter-
tere in the quarrels of the neighbouring Powecrs, unlefs there fhould be an ablo-
lute neceffity, which provifo muft always remain to be conftrued after the event.

We have not failed to reprefent to the Honourable the Court of Direttors the
fituation of their affairs and connexions under this Prefidency, and particularly by
the lapwing; we have not to this hour received any other orders than fuch
as we have mentioned above ; but we may reafonably hope and expeét to re-
ccive theit decifive diretions on this very important fubjeét by the Lord Holland,
which failed, as we are informed, the 11t of June, or by the Britannia, which
was to fail about the middle of the fame month,

In expectation of inGruions, we have to this time temporized both with the
Marattas and with Hyder Ally, and muft continue to do fo until we receive fur-
ther inftru&ions from our Conftituents, unlefs we fhould be compelled to alt by
being artacked ; which at this time feems not improbable, as our advices fram the
Balachaut are repeated and ftrong, that Trimbeck Row now hath taken the re-
folution of moving towards the borders of the Carnatick Payenghaut.

We have lately reccived letters from Flyder Ally Khan of the fame tenor as
that he wrote to you and Mr. Sibbald ; we fend you herewith a copy of our
anfwvers to him.

Your Honour, &c. defired to be informed how far we will or can co-operate
with you in fupport of dlyder Ally, in cale you fhould afford him affiftancc
. 16 G againft
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againft the Marattas. We would anfwer to this propofition with the greateft pre-
cifion, if it were in our power to determine and executc.  Your Honour, &c. will
clearly perceive, by what we have already faid, that it does not reft with us. We
have reafon to believe, that both the Nabob and the King’s Minifter have made
re plcfcntatluns on this fubject to Europe ; and as their plan is diametrically op-
polite to our’s, we cannot even conjecture what orders we f{hall receive ; but thould
the expefled orders authorize us to affit Hyder Ally, ftill it will reft in a great
mcafure with the Nabob to unite, to aflit, to eppofe, ¢r to remain ipattive ; fo
that until we fhall bave concerted mealures with him upon the orders which we
may receive, it will not be in our power to give your Honour, &c. aay afiurance
of he fupport we fhall be able to give you; our fentiments are neverthelefs the
fame as they have always been from the beginning of the conteft.

We are,
Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient humble fervants,

Fort St. George, ;
27th November, 1771, JOS. DU PRE, &c. Committee,

Extrafl of Proceedings of the §:leSt Committee at Fort St. George, 29th November, 14771,

RECEIVED this evening advice that a party of Maratta horfe had advanced
as far as Calachavaucum, which they had plundered.

Latract of Proceedings of toe Select Committee at Fort St. George, Thurfday, sth Le
cember, 177 1.

P RESENT,
Jofias Du Pré Efquire, Governor, Prefident.
Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley.

THE Prefident lays before the Committee the following letters, &c. delivered
to him by the Nabob:

Tranflation of a Letter from Trimbeck Row to Mudarow Sadafive, the Maratta Vackeel,,
dated 20th November.t

Tranﬁamn of Morarow’s Letter to the Nabob, dated 24tb, and received 30th Novem=
bery, ¥771.

I AND Trimbeck Row have wrote to you two or three letters, which I hope:
have reached you ; but no anfwer has yet arrived, which gives me furprize, as there:

4 This lettet is printed in Appendix, No. XIV.page 219,.

'3
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is no diftinCtion between us. I, with an intent to increafe the friend(hip and
brotherly. union, ‘wrote to Madavarow about the perfonal conference we have
had, and fent for his anfwer concerning your requeft, that it might make you eafv,
which you are well acquainted with; notwith(tanding which you have not yet paid
any regard to the ‘brotherly friendfhip of the fard Madavarow, which is not
proper. I, with a view that your defign may meet with fucce's, and you gain a
good name, and obtain your cefire by the compliance with your requeft, fpoke to
Trimbeck Row in the beft manner, and got him to write a letter , but I do not
know in what light the people in your place explained the matter to you. The
affair of Tanjore is not of any importance ; the Tanjore Rajah will ot neglect
to behave amicably, or mpanifelt inftances of his friendfhip. Although there was
a friendfhip berween you and the faid Rajah, yet you have ruined the Tanjore coun-
try, and ereCted batteries againft the fort of Tanjore. The Tanjore Rajah fends
his lctters to ws.  Hyder Naigue is weakened ; Tiimbeck Row left Vamenray
with’ an army about Syringapatnam, and by continual marches is arrived near the
Ghauts: he detached a body of about 10,c00 horfe, under the command of
Kifnaraw and Seickaramhurry, as alfo with my aimy, againft FHyder’s country
in the Payenghuuts; Vankatraw and Candaraw, Sarda's of my army, are with
the faid Kifnaraw and Scickaramluriy; thefe will ravage Hyder’s country:
Trimbeck Row’s army is alfo arrived near the Ghaut.  The friendhip Le-
tween us is very grear, wherefore I fpoke to Trimbeck Row what was ne-
ceflary, and out of regard to your friendfhip fettled in fuch 2 manner, that

e army may not proceed againft your country, nor raile any difturbance; you
will therefore be mindfel of the 1mportant meafures to be taken, and get your
bufinefs difpatched, for thises the time to do it.  Pleafe to regard Madavarow’s
friead(hip : come and pay a vifit; otherwife fend my nephew, + Omdat-ul-Omrai
Behauder, with an army and warlike ftores.  Trimbeck Row told me what was
requifite ; I alfo told him on my part.  Don’t delay at this time, but {end a proper
perfon along with Madarow Sadafive. If you write about my coming, 1 fhall
come to your place, make you eaty, and get you to vifit Trimbeck Row, or other-
wife I (hall take with me my faid nephew ; by all means I fhall be a mediator;
there is no caule to deubt in any refpeét ; Trimbeck Row is a very wife mun. 1
fhall do what may be conducive to difpaich your bufinefs, and to gain you a good
name.  Scnd an anfwer to this letter very foon. I have wrote fome certain matters
to Madarow Sadafive, who will communicate the fame rto you. I have wrote a
letter to my Vackeel Seereput Row in iy own hand, who will inform you about it.
I muft requeft that you will fend a proper perfon along with Madarow Sadafive.
I and Trimbeck Row fent feparate letters to you by a Camel; we alfo wrote to
Madarow Sadafive, which will reach your place: [ lfend this befides. Pleafe to
fend an anfwer to this by the Tappal with all poffible {peed.

What can 1 fay more 2
+ Meaning th: Nulob's eldeit Son,

Tranmlatisn
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Tranfiation of @ Letter from Morarow to his Vackeel, Seereput Row, the Original of
which is faid 1o be in Morarcw’s own Hand, dated 23d November, 1771.

I HAVE wrotc a letter to the Nabob, a tranflation of which you will get made,
and fhew the whole thereof to him ; his anfwer and your anfwer you will fend by the
‘Iappals with all expeditjon.You will infotm the Nabob that fuch another opportunity
will not offer; that he has quitted the objeé on this fide, and has undertaken
an expedition againft Tanjore, employing thereon the whole army, both Europeans
and Indians, with their artillery, under the command of his Son, and efteeming
that expedition as of more importance than this obje€t. If the Rojah of Tanjore
would not pay the money juftly due, Trimbeck Row and I, after our interview
with the Nabob, would have brought the Rajah into the proper road, and procured
the money for the N:bob. The Nabob has liftened to the reprefentations of people,
and undertaken that expedition ; but what matter of importance is it? In gon-
fequence of the receipt of repeated letters from the Rajab, that both his reputation
and country would be loft, Trimbeck Row is thinking of fending 15,000 horfe
o his affiftance, and to crofs the Ghauts himfelf with 20,000 more ; conformable
to which plan, by rcpeated marches, he is arrived between Bodicotah and
Ancufgurry. I have cxplained matters to Trimbeck Row in every mode, and
agreeable to my defire he has determined to encamp at the Paffes; and as the con-
fcquences of the whole army being together would be fuch as to render it difficule
to procure water and forage, he has difpatched 12,000 horfe under the command
of Kifhur Row, the Son of Oppaw Buluwunt Row, Seickaramhurry, and the Sons
of Vankatraw Gorparah and Cundhurow Gorparah, to Hyder’s country on the
other fide of the Paffes, and they are accordingly arrived in the countries of Sittee-
maurunhully, Coverypatnam, &c. and are {porting and hunting there. I have by
various modes held Trimbeck Row not to enter the Nabob’s country, and have
procured orders conformable to the feveral Commanders of the army. My atten-
tion is towards the Nabob’s friendfhip, between him and Madavarow likewife a
triendfhip will be eftablithed, and the difpofal of matters on the other fide of the
Ghauts will come into the Nabob’s hands. Sometime ago the Nabob entertained
defigns againft the Chief of Myfore, but it did not fucceed ; now however, if the
Nubob, with an army of Iluropeans and Scpoys and their great guns, will join
Trimbeck Row and me, and exert himfelf in the expedition in hand, 1t will gain him
the approbation of Pundit Purdhaun, and be the mcans of retrieving his loft
repuration, Madarow Sadafive has been there ten months, and as n:any times
has wrote letters advifing of his having been negotiating, but the fame has not been
credited 3 now let the Nabob difpatch a trufty perfon with Madarow Sadafive
to fee Trimbeck Row and me, and after engagements entered into refpecting this
bufinefs, difpatch his Son with an army of Europeans and Scpoys and heavy
artillery, and acquire a great name: fuch another opportunity will never offer 3
and in this plan is the Nabob’s good alfo, and friendfhip will be eltablithed. If
the Nabob will fend a trufty perfon with Madarow Sadafive here, and will fend
for me to him, Iwill proceed there, and after inutual engagements being entered int;ii

5 w
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will:éarry: the” Saheb' Tadahi® with me to the Ghauts, and fettle the expedition
againft Hyder Naigue, which will be finithed to our wifhes, and Madavarow’s
friendthip remai. Withour this nggotiation is puton fome footing, Trimbeck Row
will not march from near the Pafles. 1f the Nabob, liftening to the reprefen-
tations of the Europeans, fhall 4t Hyder Naigue, Madavarow’s army is large,
and may be #ble te cope with both parties, and the whole country of Arcot and Tri-
chinepoly on the.other fide of the Ghauts will be deftroyed. Should the Nabob’s
Vackeel and Madarow Sadafive come here, you likewife will enter into the nego-
‘tiation, and come to me. A tranflation of this letter alfo you will thew to the
Nabob, and procuring 3 proper anfwer relative thereto, difpatch the fame by the
i’i‘appals-, advife me likewife in what mode the bufincfs of Tanjore has been
ttled.

What can I fay more ?

The following extracts of intelligence reccived by the Nabob, and delivered by
Jim to the Prefident at the fame time, are alfo now read :

Extratis of Intelligence received by the Nabob from the Maratta Army, under date the
28¢b November, 1771.

ADVISE, that the 25th in the evening Trimbeck Row fent for Appajee Ram,
Hyder Naigue’s Vackeel, and afked him what his Mafter had wrote; that the
Vackeel told him his Mafteg had mentioned he would pay the fum of fifty Lacks
of Rupees in ready money, and give Soucar bills for twenty more, payable at a
fixed period, and would alfo fend his Son Tippoo with a force to mect him: te
which Trimbeck Row replied, telling him to inform his Mafter, ¢ In four days he
¢ fhould acquaint him.” The Intelligencer then fays, that Trimbeck Row’s intention
is this j—that as, by ke advancing of his troops, the affair of Tanjore has been
adjufted, a terror muft now be ftruck in the Arcot country ; the Choute that is to
be given by the Nabob paid (a Lack of Rupees, more or lefs) ; affiftance obtained ;
and if the Nabob will not come to fee him, that one of his Sons would come;
apd peace being efiablithed, that he then fhould proceed againft Hyder with the
troops of affiffance fo obtained : and if the Nabob would neither give money nor
afliftance, but be in friend(hip with Hyder, in that cafe fome favour muft be
fhewn to Hyder, the Ghauts paffed, and an expedition undertaken againft the
Arcot country. That the 26th November Appajee Ram reccived further letters
from Hyder, telling him at all events to make peace, and that he would agree to
fend afljftance ; in confequence of which the faid Appajee Ram went to Morarow,
and acquainred him thereof. After which they both went to Trimbeck Row; and
the former told him, “ You have hitherto, Sir, been of opinion your defires were
not complied with ; I have now a letter from my Mafter, faying, that hc will com-

Ay therewith; fhew your kindpefs therefore, and make peace: the fom -of fifty
iacks of Rupees fhall be paid you in ready money, and a Soucar’s bill given,
and Tippoo Saib will come to your affiftance with zooo horfe, 4000 Sepoys, and
~eaq_picces of canpons’; = That after this Morarow alfo told Trimbeck Row,

* The Nubob’s Sen,
16 H “ Hyder’s
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¢ [Iyder’s Vackeel fays he will aét agreeable to your defire ; give up therefore fuch
of the diftrits you have taken as may appear to you proper, and fome how or
other make peace.”  ‘'To which Trimbeck Row replied, ¢ After my arrival in the
Arcot country T will give an anfwer refpeing this bufinefs : the cafe is this, that
if the Nabob will make peace, and fend his affiftance, Bengalore muft be taken 3
but if they ¥, being in friendfbip with Hyder, neither make peace nor {fend affiltance,
but on the contrary come to make war againft us, in rhat cafe fome favour muft be
fhewn to the Naigue,—the whole of the countries I Aave taken fiom him, Chocke
bellapore excepied, reflored to him,—what money he gives accepted,—his afhiftsnce
taken,—and then we muft proceed againft the Arcot country. The Nabob, it is
true, is in friendfhip with Sercemant ; but he may I}Om'b}}’ think I am infolent,
and mufl be punifhed, and on that account has entered into no negotiation, nor even.
fent away my Vackeel.” That after this converfation Trimbeck Row and Morarow
had a private conference together, and it was determined to difpatch letters to the
Nabob, which accordingly eachof them has done.  That Tippoo, Hyder’s S n,
had attacked the detachment under Waumanrow, which had attempted the fiege
of one of Hyder’s forts, defeated the fame, and took hfty horfes and an elephant ;
in confequence of which Waumanrow had wrote to Trimbeck Row for a reinforce-
ment of 4000 horfe, but no anfwer had been fent to his letter at the time ot this
intelligence being difpatched.  That upon the march ot the Maratta army lately,
Hyder’s horfe likewife had attacked the rear thereof, and carried off three
camel-loads of artillery and ftores, and four camels, and between fifty and fixty
bullock-loads of baggage belonging to the army, That fecret advice had been
received at the Maralta camp, that Hyder had collgéted together 4000 horie,
10,000 Sepoys, and 10,000 Carnatick Pcons, and had got fifty pieces of cannon
1eady mounted upon their carriages.  That upon the reprefentation of a perfon in
the Maratta camp to Morarow, that if the army was to proceed to the Arcot country
" where there are a great many Pagodas, the country would be plundered ; and
that he, Morarow, as a friend to the Nabob and Madavarow, fhould prewent the
army from paffing the Ghauts ; Morarow faid, that hc had wrote a letter to the
Nabob, to which if a proper anfwer was received, it was well; if not, he would go
himfelf to the Nabob, taking with him only a Palankeen and two horfes, and perfuade
theNabob, and bring him back with him, ThelIntclligencer here fays he is of opinion
that an aniwer thould foon be difpatched to Morarow’s letter; for if not, he
thinks the a‘lvanced part of the army will pafs the Ghauts. That Trimbeck Row
bad received a letter from Upparow, adviling of his having croffed the Pafs of
Bodicotah, and arriyal in the country towards Paulcout and Singarapettah; and
that Trimbeck Row, in confequence of the great diftance Upparow’s and Wau-
nanrow’s corps were from him, would march from Huffver, by the road of Bodi-
cotah, crofs the CoopumPals, and proceed towards Coverypatnam and Killnagherry.,

Tle Committee think it neceffary to obferve, that the advices we receive from
the Nabob upon any critical occafion generally lead to the quefiion, and fupport the
meafures the Nabob wifhes us to take. Hyder Ally, in the above intelligence~

+ Suppofed to mean the Nabob and the Englifh, -
paper,
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paper, is reprefented as not only foliciting for peace, but offering to join the Marattas
to enter this provinee’; this 1s contrary to our advices 5 and the Prefident acquaints
the Committee, that Hyder Allv’s Vackeels affured lim, that although their Mafter
had a Vackeel with Trimbeck Row, yet there was one article infitted on which their
Mafter would not confent to, viz.—to join the Marattas to invade the Arcot country.
How far the Nabob’s intelligenre may be depended upon, or whar credit may be
given to our advices and the affurances of the Vackeels, we cannot fay.

The Prefident acquaints the Committee, that the Nabob had informed him, that
from the above letters and dntelligence, he thought there was now no room to doubt
but the Marattas would enter the provin.e, and therefore defired that the Committee
would immediately deliberate on the meafuies to be taken.

It Ts with infinite concern the Committec obferve, that notwithflanding the re-
peated and earneft reprefentations of the Board and this Committee, i1 their feveral
addreffes of 31ft Januvary, 6th April, 4th June, 1oth Auguft, and 29th Sep-
tember, 1770, to the Court of Direétors, of the very critical fituation of aflairs w.th
refuect to the Maratras and Hyder Ally, which were fo fully and clearly explained,
in order to enable them to give us their festiments and orders with refpect to the
conduét they wonld wifh us to obferve in fo important and interefting a matter,,
we ftill find ourfclves not only without orders, but without the lealt intimation of
their upinion thereon. It is true, that the expe€tation and non-artival of thofe or-
ders have furnithed us with a plea for procraflination for fome time paft; but we
fear that will not long avail us} at leaft with regard to the Marattas, whom, as we
are told, nothing will divert themy from their intention of cntering this province,
but our fending a force ro affift them in reducing Myfore.  The Commiree think
therefore they can no longer delay taking under their moft fedous confideration
the meafures necefliry to be purfued in this moft eritical junéture; and al hough
our fentiménts thereon thould not be conformable to the ordars we may hereateer 1e-
ceive, yet we can never be accufed of rafhly adopting me f res, withour having fuit
fully explained all circumftances to the Court of Directors, and waited tacir arders as
long as poflible, confiftently with the fafety of the Cainatick and the lecwiry of
the Company’s pofiefficns.

The better to enable the Committee to dctermine on this important fubjec®, it is
ncceffary to ftate in brief the prefent fituation of the Marattas, Hyder Ally, the Na-
bub, and ourfelves.

The Marattas have now been engaged in a continued war of two ycars with
Hyder Ally, and have fhewn a determined refolution to deftroy him, and annex the
Myfore dominions to their prefent pofleffions. The Myfore country is already im-
poverifhed and depopulated, and all but the principal forts have fallen into the
hands of the Maratras, The Nabub affurcs us, that they have cut off all commu-
nication with the Biddenure courtry, from whence Hyder ufed to draw his fup.
.pligsa;!and as he is unable toroppofe them in the ficld, he can have nothing to depend
on bR the provifions laid up in'his principal forts, which muft of courfe be greatly

' 2 exhaufted,
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exhaufted. The Marattas bave publifhed their intentions of invading the Carna«
tick, and have actually advanced to the borders, and fome firaggling parties have
plundered Calafpauk. The Nabob is of opinion they will certainly enter the pro-
vince as foon as the fcafon fhall favour them, which will be about the beginning of
January, when the crops arc on the ground, from which time they will have ’till the
latter end of Aprilto ravage and lay walte, even fhould they propofe returning into
their own country this feafon. By late advices we learn, that Narrain Row, with
a body of 20,000 horle, was on his march to join them ; and whether they be in-
tended to reinforce the troops now in the Balaghaut, or to relieve fome of thofe who
have been long on fervice, fuch a body of freth troops will be agrear addition te
their ftrength.

With refpe@ to the Nabob, he feems, as well he may, to be under great appre-
Thenfions of the confequences of their entering the province; and declares, that a¢ the
country wi'l be entirely ruined, the army will have nothing to {ubfift on burt the
grain in the forts; that it will be utterly out of his power to turnifh any money for
the expenfes of the troops beyond that now due from him for the current charges,
amounting to about four Lacks of Pagodas.

With regard to ourfelves, we have not the means of providing fupplies for the
army, or of procuring money for our current expenfes, but by the affiftance of the
Nabob ; the whole revenues and refources of the Carnatick are in his hands, and
when the country is ravaged and deftroyed they muft of courfe fail.

This being the prefent ftate of affairs, it remains to be confidered, what meafures
appear the moft eligible for the fecurity of the Carnatick, and the Company’s pot-
fellions in it; and tor this end there appear but three modes to be purfued.

1ft. Either tojoin the Marattas, which for the prefent may prevent their enter-
ing the province; or,

2dly. To join Hyder Ally, provided he can furnith money for the expenfes of
the army, and can procure {ufficient fupplies of provifions for their fubfiftence, or

3dly. To collet together a body of troops in fome central pofition, where they
may beft oppofe the enemy, either by detachments or otherwife, and be enabled to
cut off the fupplics from the Maratta army.

With rc}'pe& to the firft propofition of joining the Marattas, it might here appear
needlefs, after having fo fully and clearly expreflfed our fentiments on the fubje¢t in
many parts of our proceedings, and in our letter to the Court of Dire&ors, to enter
into a frefh difcuflion thereof ; it might fuffice to declare, that our fentiments con-
tinue invariably the fame. Neverthelefs the Committee think it neceflary now to
gecite the reafons and motives which have weighed with them againft fuch 2 mea-

Lie,
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fure, that the whole may appear at one view, and which will come properly under
the following heads :

1ft. The orders of the Company ;
2dly. Our treaty and engagements with Hyder Ally;

gdly. The opinion of the other Prefidencies ; and

4thly. The dangers and fatal confequences to be apprehended from fuch a
meafure,

Although we have not yet had any anfwer from our Conftituents to our repeated
reprefentations of the embarrafiments we labour under, for want of their clear and
precife inftruGtions with refpect to our conduct in the prefent critical fituation of
affairs, yet it is evident, from the whole fpirit of their orders to this and the other
Prefidencies for fome years paft, that they look upon the growing power of the
Marattas with jealoufy and apprehenfion, and that they efteem it a very dangerous
fyftem to lend them any afliftance to reduce or weaken the few remaining Powers
of India capable of oppofing their ambitious views, which evidently tend to the
conqueft of all Indoftan: in thefe fentiments we have frequently exprefled ous
clear and hearty concurrence: we cannot therefore fuppofe that the orders we may
receive will be contraditory to, or inconfiftent with them ; efpecially when it will
appear to the Court of Directors from our late advices, that there is every day frefh
caufe to be apprehenfive of the growing power of the Marattas, by reafon of the
advantages they have acquired in the northern provinces, and the fuperiority they

have gained over Hyder Ally.

We come now to the fecond confideration which hath weighed with us in re.
fufing to affift the Marattas, viz.—Our treaty and engagements with Hyder Ally.

In the article of the treaty with Hyder Ally, refpeting the affiftance to be af-
forded to cither party, it is provided neverthele(s, that if the party requiring fuch
affiftance fhall have been the aggreffor, the other party fhall not be obliged to fur-
nith any aid. This claufe was inferted, as we expected that he might by aéts of
hoftility bring a war upon himfclf, and we fhould then ftand excufed from affifting
him, without a breach of our engagements, in cafe we found it inconfiftent with the
intereft of the Company, or inconvenient to our affairs, to afford him any fupport.
We will not pretend to fay that the attack made on him by the Marattas was oc-
cafioned by the fteps he took after the conclufion of the peace in 1769, which how-
ever were fufficient to give umbrage ; we believe that their attempts to fubdue
him would have been equally the fame, had he refrained from every thing which
might be conftrued an aggreffion againft them. He had not difcharged a fum he
hz§ agreed to pay them upon a compromife with them in 1767 ; his military and
enterprifing genius made him a dangerous neighbour to them, and fuch a one

e saght, if fuffered to gain more more gcrfngth, molt effeCtually oppefe their plan
B 1 of
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of conqueft in the fouth: thefe were motives fufficient to draw on him the Ma-
ratta wir, which has oppreffed him now more than two years. Neverthelefs, as his
conduét towards his neighbours, in levying contributions on them, and even not
{paring fome diftricts belonging to the Marattas, or under their proteltion, may,
without forcing the fenfc, Lz conftrued an aggreflion in refpeét to them, the claufe
in the treaty turnithes us with a juit plea to decline affifting him : but although
we thus ftand excufed from complying with his requifitions tor aid, we are clearly
of opinion, that we could not, without manifeft breach ot the treaty, affift his ene-
mies ; and we have declared to him, that although many circumflances have pre-
vented our uniting with him, yet that he may be aflured that we will not take part

with the Marattas againft him,

We next proceed to the third confideration againft affilting the Marattas, viz,
The opinion of the other Prefidencics.

The very valuable and extenfive pofcfTions which the Company enjoy in Ben-
gal, together with the advantage derived from their trade on the Mulabar Coatt,
are certainly objects which demand our moft earneft attention, to the fecurity and
permanency of which we ought to pay the greatelt regard in all our engagements.
The Nabob is defirous of affilting the Marattas, and is fupported by the King’s
Minifter ; he is not under any compulfion or reftraint from us, and is at liberty to
purfue fuch fleps as he fhall judee moft conducive to his own intereft; but if his
plans and meafures are oppofite to the fyftem recommended by the Company, fhall
we fuffer ourfelves to be dragged into them contrary to our judgment, and conira-
ry to every warrant of our Conftituents ? It was from fn earneft delire that the three
Prefidencies fhould at upon one uniform plan, and that no meafures thould be
adopted at one Prefidency which might any ways clafh with the intereft or views
of the others, that we have conftantly communicated to the Gentlemen at Bengal
and Bombay our idcas and opinion of the ftate of affairs; and there is no point
which has been more attentively difcuffed by the feveral Prefidencies than that now
before us, and no one in which we have more clearly and exprefsly concurred in
opinion ; we could thercfore never be juftified in an allian_ce with the Marattas, in
dirct oppofition to the fentiments of the other Prefidencies, and after a clear and
manifelt conviction of the dangers of fuch a meafure. It has been the conftant an.d
uniform tenor of the Company’s recommendation to this, and wc believe alfo o the
other Prefidencies, to be mutually aflifting to cach other, and to concert mcafures
for that purpofe ; and they exprefsly tell us, that Bengal is the object of their grcat-
eft attention, and that this Prefidency is only valuable as a barrier to it.  Sce Scpa-
rate General Letter, dated 19th March 1769, Par. 2%, and Letter to the Seleét
Committee, 17th Murch 1769, Par. 2 and 31. We have in former minutes re-
fe.red to the many paffages in the late letters from the Court of Direftors, which

xprefs their fenfe of the power of the Marattas, the danger of raifing that*power,
and the expediency of fupporting the power of Myfore as a barrier againtt them in
the fouch ;- we refer to them again, viz,
Extrafls
® Vide page 523, + Vide pages 524, §23.
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Extracts of Letters from the Ilononrable the Court of DircSlors.
Separate General Letter, 25th March, 1768.

Par. 45. THE Marattas, inflead of being reduced, are like to be aggrandized
by their conquefts of the Myfore dominions, which brings them fo much nearer
to the Carnatick ; the Subah’s weaknefs and indigence feem beyond all relief'; and
Hyder Ally, if lefs formidable to the Subah and the Marattas, is more likely to be
an enemy to us, and to embrace every opportunity of difturbing the Curnauck.

General Lerter, 13tk May, 1768,

Par. 7. IT is with the utinoft concern we find that the victory you have gained
tendg to involve us {hll farther in this chaos of treaties and engagements, and that
you fhould flill think your enemy fo formidable as to call in toreign affiftance;
though you have a moral certainty that the attack of the Subah’s dominions from
Bengal mufl oblige him to a precipitate march to his capital, and though the My-
fore dominions and Hyder Ally’s pofieflions on the Malabar fide all lay expofed to
your attacks: that you fhould have recourfe to the Marattas for that affiftance, is
{till more alarming ; and from the fpirit of your negotiations with Madavarow, and
your wild propofal to Bengal of putting up one of Shah Allum’s Sons, we fear all
the barriers to the Maratta power will be broken down, and that they will add the
Deckan and Myfore dominions to their extenfive empire, and haften that event
you defigned to avert, we mean the conqueft of the whole,

8. We fhould have hoped that the experience of what has paffed in Bengal
would have fuggcfted the proper conduét to you; we mean, when our Servants,
after the Lattle of Buxar, projecied the extirpation of Sujah Dowlah from his domi-
nions, and the giving them up to the King, Lord Chive foon difcerned that the
King would not have been able to maintain them, and that it would have broken
down the ftrongeft barricr againft the Marattas and the northern Powers, and there-
fore wifcly reftored Sujah Dowlah to his dominions.  Such too fhould be your con-
duét with refpe to the Nizam and Hyder Ally, ncither of whom it is our intereit
thould be totally cruthed.

Scparate General Letter, 19th Mark, 1769,

Par. 3. IN our letter of the 25th March laft, we gave you our fentiments at
large with refpe to the negotiations with the Subah of the Deckan, and the con-
frquences apprehended from the treaty you had entered into with him ; and by our
betore-mentioned letter, under date the 13th May, we expreffed the dangers we
apprehended from your calling in the Marattas to your affiftance,

17, Your proceedings of the 28th April flill leave us reafon to apprehend you
may enter into engagements with the Marattas for a body of horfe, which we think

3 will
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will have very fatal confequences, by harraffing and laying wafte your own coun-
try as well as the enemy’s ; and we apprehend, notwitfl[ianding the vaft fum of
money they will coft, they will be of very little ufe, it not being probable they will
expole themfelves much for our fervice ; and when you have occafion to difen-
gage yourfelves from them, difagreements may arife of dangerous confequences.

Letter 10 Seleét Committee, 17th March, 1769.

Par. 4. JUDGE then our anxiety at fecing a fyftem adopted fo repugnant to
our views, as that of fupporting MahomedAlly in the Myfore country. We repeat,
we fhall not think ourfelves {ecure while we have a foldier. or Sepoy in that country,
nor ’till we {fee it given to fome Power, who may preferve it asa barrier againft the
Marattas, and who may be an ufeful ally, fhould we ever have occafion to call in
the affiftance of a Country Power.

General Letter, 30th June, 1769.

Par. 5. We muft fay, that upon principles of policy we with for a peace with
Hyder Naigue, whenever it can be obtained vpon the moft moderate terms ; for
our policy is to avoid every thing that tends to the increafe of the Maratta Power,
which is evidently the misfortune of this war; for you are reduced to the neceflity of
being yourfclves the propofers of new provinces to be added to the dominion of
the Marattas, already pofleflfed of half the Mogul Empire.

6. Whether the Marattas have accepted or not of your offer, certain it is they
will make the moft ufe they can of the embroils of others; it is by this conduét
they have arrived at their prefent degree of power; and our beft policy is to check
their growth by every opportunity, or at leaft to avoid lending our owh force to
their aggrandizement, which we certainly do as often as we engage in wars with
the few remaining Chiefs of India who are yet capable of coping with them.

7. Nizam Ally and Hyder Naigue are two of thofe Chiefs, and it is our true
intereft to preferve a good underftanding with them.

Separate General Letter, 23d March, 17%0.

Par. 12. ‘THE Marattas and Hyder you {ay were at war, and it undoubtedly
was our intereft, on many accounts, to fee the power of the Marattas, if not of both
the contending parties, weakened, but by no means to interfere in the difpute.
Every Maratta that fell in the conteft, might almoft be confidered as one of our
enemies ain. But you have diverted Hyder—

The Honourable Court are, if poflible, ftill more explicit in their orders to Bom-

bay; fec Extrats (fent us by the Sclect Committee there, in their letter of th;
5t
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May 1571) from the Honourable Company’s commands, under date the 3oth
une 1 ¥69, entered in the minutes of this Committee 5th June laft, in which they
exprefily fay, that the whole tenor of their letters to the other Ptrefidencies are to
the fame effe. Accordingly, in our correfpondence with thofe Prefidencies on
the fubjet of the Marattas, it appears that they adhere to the {yftem recommended
by the Court of DireCtors; and Bombay enters fo heartily into their ideas, thar
they are on the eve of attually declaring in favour of Hydér Ally Kh&n, in oppofi--
tion to the Marattas. Suppofing then we were ever fo well inclined to gratify the
Nabob, to indulge his revenge againft Hyder Ally Khén, and gain him the prefent
" favour of the Marattas, by fending the Company’s forces to conquer for them the
Myfore country, and eftablifh their power at our door, how could we juftify the
oppofing the Company’s forces of this Prefidency, by atting with the Marattas, to-
the Company’s forces of the Bombay Prefidency that may be ating with Hyder
Ally ? for we have reafon to believe, from their laft letter of 21ft O&tober,t that
they will fend him aid, if he fupplies them with money. W e are aware of the an-
fiver, for it 1s already ufed by perfons of high charatter; it is this :—Orders from
home can only be temporary ; and as times and circumitances change, fo meafures
and fyftems ought to be changed. It is a fenfible obfervation, and as a general
rmaxim we adopt ir; let us confider how it may be applied to the particular cafe be--
fore us. When this Prefidency,.in the year 1769, was on the very brink of ruin for
want of money, and by that want was compelled to conclude a difhonourable
peace, ftrongly imprefled with the neceflity of eftablifhing fome refource in time of
danger, and in failure of ordinary fupplies, we ventured to recommend to Bengal
the making a prudent referve®; and Bengal, as ftrongly convinced as we, concurred
in opinion with us. Private ot perfonal motives could not poflibly have any part
in this propofal;, fafety to the Company’s valuable pofieffions was the fole obiect. "Tis
true we had no exprefs authority to make fuch a propofal, but there were no orders.
againft it; and we furely had the general authority implied in our truft, of doin
the beft i® our judgment for it's prefervation in cafes unprovided for. Had we
erred in judgment, as the intention was laudable, and on public motives, we thould
havwe thought it might have fufficed to fay, the plan was not fuitable to the circum-
ftances of the affairs of the Company at home, and therefore at all rifks muft be
laid afide. But we are not to expet fuch gentlenefs. We are ftigmatized for
making a peace, to which we are compelled for want of money to wage war ; we
are harfhly cenfured for propofing means to avoid fuch another difgrace, or worfe.
‘This is the language in which we were reprimanded. We are told, that nothing
but infatuation could have produced a fyftem of guarding againft diffant evils abroad,
by fuffering the Company to fink under immediate difirefs at home ;. the diffant evils
were thofe of war with the French, the Marattas, or other powerful neighbours, of
whijch we are in confant danger ;. the immediate difirefs at home, is the neceflity of
paying a la ?cciﬁc fum to our own Government, which ought to prote& us, and
a large dividend to the proprictors of ftock, who have their capital at ftake, We
are commanded to lay, afide {o daffruélive a plan, to wit, that of guarding againft dan-
gers sbroad, by entailing prefent advanteges at home ;, and a pofitive injuntlion is ad-
».ded in thefe words ; ¢ That you do not at any time engage in plans of /o imporsant
® g~nature withoat our knowledge and concurvence, as 1 behoves you to comcert:

+ Vide page 1396,
16 K ¢ avith
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< cpith us only fach {yftems as materially affel the very exifience of the Company ", and
after thig, thall we cither deviate ourfelves, or concert with the otker Prefidencies a de-
viation from a general {yftem eftablifhed for them all; a {yftém ,wipeh. does indeed
moft materially affeét the very exiftence of the Company.? Forbid it.prudence!

We come now to the fourth and laft confideration againft an alliance with them,
viz. The danger and fatal confequeaces to be apprehended from fuch a meafore.

~ "We believe no one can doubt but the views of the Marattas evidently tend to
the fubjection of all India; this has been manifefted by their condugt for fome
years paft, but more elpecially of late; and the advantages they have gained over
the Jauts and Rohillas, the obtaining poffeffion of the Mogul and his family, to-
gether with the fuperiority they have acquired over Hyder Ally, are circumitances
but too favourable to their ambitious defigns. Their purpofes would be "anfwered
in feveral ways, if we could be prevailed on to fead the Company’s forces to their
afliltance. Firlt, it would enfure to them the conqueft of the Myfore country, the
principal forts of which, without our aid, may yet hold out a long time, and put
them to the expenfe of a great force to ftarve them out. If we join them, they
muft fee that neither Bengal or Bombay can oppole them; for they cannot think the
Company’s fyflem fo abfurd, as that one Prefidency fhall oppole another; but if
ave do not join them, they know that Bengal, and Bombay too, look upon them
‘with jealous eyes. If we once join them, we muft not expe(t that our labour will
end with the reduion of Mylore ; we muft follow them to the conqueft of Bidde-
nure, or wherever they pleale to carry us, cr fight ous way back through them, and
through a vaft and defolate country, without provifions; and thus our ftrength be-
ing wafted in making conqueft and acquiring wealth and ftrength.for them, what
fhall afterwards give protection to the Carnatick and the Company’s pofieffions un-
der this Prefidency ? The Nabob will anfwer it in two words, and the late:Plenipos
tentiary would echo back his reply, MarAaTrA Faryn—MaraTTA FArTa? Of all the
faithlets Powers on earth, the Murarta is moft tfaithlefs; and fhall we then fubmic
our necks to fuch a yoke ?  Some excufe may be made for the Nabob, but what
fhall be faid for the late Plenipotentiary, who, charged with the honour of the
Crown, could neverthelels lumble himfelf before the Mulnud, and fubmit to become
the inftrument of infulting us, wantonly infulting us, with the time whea, the place
where, and the manner how, the peace was made with Hyder ; a peace to which the
want of “aid from bis Idol compelled us; and yer, without a bluth, could urge us to
comply with the threats of a Maratta Chief, and at all perils fend the Company’s
forces, the Britifh forces to his aid. Such are the honours the late Plénipotentiary
endeayoured to acquire for the Crown of Great Britain—the. honour of " humbling.
the Eaft-India .Company before the fhrone of Mahomed Ally Khin! Hyder Ally
was the Power in the fouth beft able to. withftand their efforts, and oppafe their de-~
figns ; the reduétion of him therefore ithey looked. upon as a2 neteffary flep to;
their views of univerfal conquelt ; gpd.it is certain, that were they : once poffefled
of the Myfore counrry, the Carnatick would be next expofed, 16 their ravages, By
which means the country muft be ruined ; and (f we have n6; money,to Pagt il
trQops, and provifiops to fubfitt them, the forts muft fopn fall into their g5

2 * the
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the Deckan has now but little power of refiltance, and would become an ealy prey
to them; and they would then be enabled to bend their whole force again{t the
northern Powers, Thefe are the confequences naturally to be expe@ed from the
reduction of Myfore ; wnd although the Nabob may flatter himfelf that a juné&ion
with the Marattas, to ¢nable them to accomplith it, might for the prefent free
himfelf from their. ravages, we are fully perfuaded that fuch a meafure would in
the end be productive of ruin to the Carnatick and the Compapy.

From all which reafons and confiderations, the Committee are clearly of
opinion, that they ought not to enter into an offenfive alliance with the Marattas ;
and that the Naﬁob fhould be acquainted, that we never will engage in fuch a
meafure, unlefs commanded by the Court of Direétors.

We come now to the fecond propofition, viz —To join Hyder Ally, provided
he can furnjth money for the expenfes of the army, and can procure fupplies of

psovifions for their fubfftence.

We have, in our deliberations on this fubjeét, frequently declared it as our
opinion, that the fupporting of Hyder Ally, that is the Myfore Government, as
a barrier to the Maratta Power, would tend the moft efie€tually to fecure the
peace and tranquillity of this province ; and that in cafe the whole power and
refources of the Carnatick were at our command, fuch a fyftem would be the
moft prudent and eligible. But while the Nabob not only objeéts to fuch a
mreafure, but urges the proprigty of joining the Marattas to {ubdve Myfore, and
in which he has been fupported by His Majefty’s Minifter, it would be imprudent
in the Company alone to undertake it; as not having the means of carrying it
into exccution, and as it might caufe a f{eparation of interefts, which we ough:
as far as poffible to avoid. We have annexed to the propofition the condition

~of Hyder's, being able to furnifh money and provifions, f{ince without them it
would be isa}poﬂiblc to undertake any thing in his fupport. With regard to nro-
ney, we know not how far his abilities may extend ; but as to provifions, we
think it impoffible he fhould be able to furnifh fuch fupplies as would fuffice for
our army, unaccuftomed to the hardfhips the country troops often fuffer; we
had proof enough of this in the late war. In this ftate of uncertainty, and con-
fidering the Nabob’s utter averfion to any meafures in fupport of Hyder Ally, we
think we ought not to join him, or make any declaration in his favour; particu-
larly as fuc’ﬁ a declaration would in fa¢t be an open declaration of offenfive war
againft the Marattas, which might endanger the Company’s Charter ; at leaft
fuch has been the do&trine of His Majefty’s late Minifter. If we are attacked, it
will be neceffary we fhould take meafures for our defence ; and whatever fteps
fhalt appear expedient for that purpofe will be juftifiable : which brings us”to
the third and laft propofition, namely,

E“[’o colledt a body of trpops in fome central poﬁti{gn, wlicre they mag;"‘pe&,
proteét the gountry, cithc;r’gyudpt'apl_:mcnts or otherwife, and diftrefs the enemy

by cutting off their fupplies. .
o We
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We have frequently declared it as our opinion, that it is impoflible for infantry’
effeCtually to prevent the ravages of horfe ; in thefe fentiments we flill continue : we-
are neverthelefs of opinion,that we cught to oppofe them as far as we are able; and.
it is not impoffible but that, by vigorous and ative meafures, fome advantage
might be gained ; or at leaft that the enemy may be fo diftreffed by having their:
convoys intercepted, as to be obliged to abandon the province: whereas,. were:
we to put the troeps into garrifon, and fuffer the enemy to ravage and lay wafte
at pleafure, our refources and provifions would be exhaufted to. no purpofe, and.
0o one advantage could accrue. We are therefore of opinion, that General
.Smith fhould be inftru&ed, after placing fufficient garrifons. in the forts in the
fouth, to hold the remainder of the army in readinefs to march; that the Na-
bob be confulted with.regard' to the moft proper ftation, and the fupplies of money
and provifions he can furnith. And. as it will be neceffary to prevent if peflible-
Hyder Ally from making up matters with the Marattas, which he will no-doubt
do, if he hath no hopes of affiltance from us; tlie Committee are of opinion; that
a letter fhould be wrote exprefling our good inclination: towards him, but that we-
are at prefent unable, for want.of orders.from Europe, to take any meafures-; that:
thefe orders are thortly expeéted ; and that in the mean time he be defired to inform.
us what affiftance of money and provifions we may expeét from him, in cafe the-
orders we may receive thould authorife us to join him.

Acreep, That the foregoing Minutes.be:communicated to the Council.

The following letters from Trimbeck Row and: Morarow to the Nabob,
which were received yefterday, enclofed in a.note from the Nabob, are now read..

Lranflation. of a Note from. the Nabob of the Carnatick to Governor Du Pré, dated
and received 44b December, 1771,

ENCLOSED I fend for your perufala letter from Trimbeck Row;. and a Per-
fian tranflation of one from Morarow, both received by Camel Hircarrahs.. Be
fo good as to tell me what I fhall fav in reply,. that conformable thereto. I may
difpatch my anfwers, for which the Camel Hircarrahs are preflings Accompanying
I likewife fend you a letter from Wellee Mahomed Khan, my deputy at the Fort
of Sautgudda, and another from the Paifhcar of the Fort of Maleepady, alfo a
tranflation of a Cadjan. received from Chengam,.and an Advice Paper from.
Cuddepanaut.,

What can L fay more 2:

Letter from Trimbeck Row fo the Nabob. Received 43b December, 1771.

FOR thefe two  years paft, out of the greatnefs of my regard, I have been:
writing to }rou lecters of friendfhip ; and the anfwers I have received from: thence
have been full of expreflions of the warmeft regard, accompanied with fine evafions.
The wintering of my viGorious army in this country has been merely to punith

yder
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Hyder Naigne, and accordingly he has been punithed ; but it is the gracious plea-
fure of Sercemant that the enemy fhould be punithed cfe@ually; and in the fame
manner I onderflood from Morarow was your fixed intention ; to wit, to join
in the Circar’s affairs, and to have your revenge on your enemies; and after taking
Syringapatnam, &e¢. places from the enemy, to givc them to the Circar. ¥You are
thoroughly acquainted with the fincerity of the friendfhip of the Englifh, and by
the performance of -this bufinefs, you will fhew it fo clearly and plainly. By aletter
from Madarow Sadafive, above two months fince, I underftand that the Gover-
nor and you, fitting together in private, fent for him, and fwore to bim, faying, you
both would fend a proper force, and in the fpace of fix weeks' time join me ; and
as you had heard the troops were coming on that fide of the Ghauts into Hyder'’s
country, that he, Madarow Sadafive, fhould prevent the fanie by writing to me,
or clfe, by the coming of thofe troops, that the country near to you both would be.
ruinéd ; accordingly, in confideration of their being no diftin€tion between us, I dt
that time put aftop to the march of thofe troops, refting aflured rhat in the time afore-
mentioned your forces would come; but all at once I was informed of batteries
being ereted, and fiege laid againft Tanjore. In confideration of the friendfhip fub-
fifting between us, on this bufinefs likewife I wrote to you repeatedly, but have
not yer received an anfwer from thence on that fubjet; and every day brought me
news of the ftreights to which the Fort of Tanjore was reduced : being under &
neceflity therefore, I difpatched a light army to aflit the Rajah, and to pafs like-
wife through Hyder Naigue’s country. Between Sercemant Saheb and you a
friendfhip moft undoubtedly fubliffs, and the performance of fuch unbecoming
meafures from Madras appears highly improper, and may not be attended with
good to cither party. Moft likely by this time a peace has been eftablithed between
the Maha Rajzh and you; buc if not, I will come myfelf, and be the means of
concluding a friendthip between you; and that done, conformable to our intention,
join you invariably inthe Circar’s affairs, and performthe great mattérs, which are
agreeable o the pleafure of Sercemant Saheb. ¢ The great hopes I place on the
“ friendfhip of you, who are the fountain of friendthip, are very great.” For
further particulars I refer to T Sunayputty’s letter, and the verbal reptefentation of
Madarow Sadafive,
What can I fay more?

May the time pafs agreeable to the withés of your friends!
From Morarow to the Nabop. Received 42b December, 1771,

AGREEABLE to your defite, I am to this time fpeaking in your behalf to
Trimbeck Row by various ways and means; he, out of his fricndfhip towards you,
iz ever founding your praife on account of your future forefight. I entertained
hopes from the beginning that affiftance would arrive from you, and the delire of
{dur'hcart meet with fuccefs ; but as you have not complied with the fame,

am greatly amazed. You have no reafons, nor ‘even is it proper for you to

t Morrow.
16 L ‘negle&
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neglett or delay’ the execution of the neceflary affairs, which I write to yous
You have experienced the fathions of the Englith; if this be the cafe, what
is the new fafhion then? You have told me certain matters in my prefence con-
cerning this fubje®, notwithftanding which, I do not fee it proper, nor even ad-
vantaggous, that you fhould write.of their (the Englifh) negligence. You have
agreed for certain matters lately, and wrote in plain terms ; it is for this reafon a
delay in the affair would prejudice great people’s promifes. A bare friendfhip of
Madavarow is ellgemed more fuperlatively high than that of others with advan-
tages ; hc being fo great a Sardar, you can reap not the leaft profit by being his
enemy ; buton the contrary, it would be much more advantageous your being
pumbered among his fricnds ; fo that it is not proper that you fhould be evafive in
yous queftions. The expedition againft Tanjore was far from right ; it is good for
you to fettle the bufinefs of that place, preferve the inclination of this fide, and
a&t according to the agreement. Had I been arrived to the affiftance of Tangore,
I would- have paid a vifit to you, and would have carried on important opera-
tions, as alfo gained a good name. But while I {tand as a medtator no enmity can
take place. Don’t be doubtful of our entering the Payenghaut with the army. If
you have made a peace with theRajah, itis well; if not, it will be incumbent on me
to endeavour to preferve the friendfhip of Trimbeck Row for you, as well as the
pleafure of Madavarow ; it behoves you likewife to be mindful of this fubjeét :
what can I write you more than this? You will foon fend an anfwer to this letter.
I have fpoke to Trimbeck Row, and got orders to the .army that entered the
Payenghaut ; they will not moleft your country. You will fend a proper man
along with Madarow Sadafive and Seereput Row. By all means I with for your
good. Don’t delay to fend an anfwer to this very foon,

The Committee think it only neceffary to obferve on the above letters, that
without forcing an inference, it fhould feem from them, as well as from other
letters and advices from the Balaghaut, that the Nabob has not contented him-
felf with barely making excufes for not complying with the demands of the
Marattas for affiftance ; %ut that he has gone further, that he has actually pro-
mifed it ; and which he might be induced to do from three motives. The firft,
that by promifing te affift the Marattas in the reduction of Myfore, in which
they would acquire great advantages, he hoped to prevail on them to defer their
demand on him for Choute: Secondly, as he hoped to annex to his poffeffions
the Barahamaul country, &c. which it appeared, by the letters he lately received
from Trimbeck Row, had been promifed him as a Jaghire: And thirdly, to
gratify his revenge, as is expreffed in Trimbeck Row’s letter. ‘The Nabob, it is
true, well knew how averfe we have conftantly been to fuch a meafure ; but he
has all along entertained hopes, that cither by the influence of His Majefty’s
Minifter, or the diftrefies to which he might ﬂc able to expofe us, he thould
compel us to adopt his plan. |

Jof. Du Pré
Warren Haftings
8am!, Ardley.

Extrall
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Butra&t of Proceedings of the Prefident. and Council at Fort St, George, in their Military
Depariment, Monday, gth December, 1791.

Extraét of Letter from General Smith to the Prefident and Council, dated Trichinopoly,
2d December, 1771.

P. S. Since I wrote the annexed letter, a body of Maratta cavalry, faid to be
about fix thoufand, have appeared a few miles to the weftward of Syringapatnam ;
I fhall take what fteps I think neceffary in confequence, and be glad to receive
your inftructions concerning the troops and their operations. The general
orders refpecting’the artillery promotions have come to hand.

J. S.

The Prefident lays before the Board the following extract of a letter wrote
yefterday by him to General Smith:

Extralt of a Letter from the Prefident to General Smith, dated 8th December, 1%71.

1 HAVE no doubt but that the plundering the villages in the Nabob’s country
was by order of the Maratta Chiefl: tho’ they pretend ’twas by miftake. Perhaps
it was done to merit the money remitted to Trimbeck Row by the Rajah of Tan-
jore juft before the conclufion of the peace; perhaps ‘twas to get fome money
from the Nabob; perhaps®twas to frighten us into a junétion with them: in
the laft they will not fucceed, unlefs we fhould receive orders from the Company
to affift them ; orders which I think the Company will not give,

We are told Narrain Row, with a freth army of 20,000 horfe, is under orders
for the Bglaghaut, and a part of them advanced as far as Junjabudra; 1 think
it therefore very probable that we fhall have a very powerful invafion in
January. The Nabob is of opinion, and fo am I, that the army had better not
take the field until we learn further of their intentions; in the mean time I
thall be obliged to you for your opinion what force to leave in the fouth in all
the garrifons, and that done, what force you can put into the field out of the
troops in the fouth. How are the Nabob’s battalions now difpofed of ? How
many are there? What horfe has he befides Matthews’ and Rumley’s ? Are they
good for any thing ?

Whenever the army moves, it appears to me neceffary that you take with you
from Trichinopoly as much provifion as will ferve you, at leaft ’till you can
~each Wandewafh, or other principal forts, whereyou may get frefh fupplies; for
it appears to me impoffible to fublift an grmy in the field in any other way, when
the enemy is fuperior in cavalry. I with you would fpeak to the young Nabob upon
this fubjeét, that preparations may be made. I will urge the Nabob here to order
proper quantities of Paddy to be beat and kept ready in rice in the feveral forts,

3 and
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and T will endeavour to get a grofs account of what is in ftore in them. It will
be ftill more difficult to fupply anarmy with bullocks for flaughter and fheep :
the inhabitants will no doubt drive their cattle into the woods upon the firft
alarm, and it will be well if they do, and can be there preferved from the enemy;
fupplies' may be obtained froin thence from time to time, tho’ not a daily and
certain ftock.

I beg you will alfo give me your opinion of a plan of operatians, in cafe the
Marattas thould enter the province, and our army in confequence take ohe
field. ’

Since writing the above, I have received advice that Trimbeck Row, with the
main body of Eis army, was in motion, and was arrived within five Cofs of Kift-
nagherry ; that an advanced party of gooo were altually arrived near to Keift-
nagherry, and that a detachment had been made towards Coverypatnam. As the
party under Upparow and Kifhen Row, which firft entered the Baramahaul, plun-
dered Calafpauk, and proceeded towards your parts, was fufficiently ftrong to
ravage all Hyder’s country on this fide the Ghauts, it is natural to conclude,
that Trimbeck Row’s coming with his main body muft have fome further ob-
je€t; 1 begin therefore to think we fhall have them upon us fooner than I ex-

ed: we muft however remain as we are, until the Nabob confents to the
army’s taking the field : I have not feen him fince the receipt of the laft news,
I thall write to you again fhortly ; mean while, I earneftly recommend to you
to concert with the young Nabob about provifions tq accompany you when you
march, and hold every thing in readinefs; and let me know what ftores you fhall
want when you move towards thofe parts, that we may be preparing, or depofit
them in time in proper places.

‘The Board much approve of what the Prefident hath wrote General Sdnit‘h, and
which contains all we can at prefent fay on the fubje, until we fhall hitve deter-
mined on the meafures to be taken,

The Sele&t Committee communicate to the Board their Minutes of the sth in-
ftant, containing the fubftance of letters from Trimbeck Row and Morarow,
and the advices received from the Balaghaut, together with the reflexions and opi-
nion of the Committee on the meafures to be taken.

AcREED to meet to-morrow morning at nine o’clock to take the fame into
eonfideration,

AT
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AT A CONSULTATION, Tuefday, roth December, 1771,

PRESENT,
Yofias Du Pré Efjuire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
ohn Smith George Stratton
enty Brooke -

John Whitehill George Mackay,

THE Board having met, purfuant to the refolution of yefterday, proceed to
take into confideration the reflexions and opinion of the Committee on the prefent
ftate of affairs, and the threatened invalion by the Marattas, as recited in their
minutes of the 5th inftant ; + when having maturely deliberated thereon, the Board
came to the following refolutions, viz,

The Govetnor is defired to inform the Nabob,

1ft. That it is our refolution not to enter into an offenfive alliance with the Ma-
rattas, or to give them the leaft afiftance of the Company’s forces, unlefs we
thould receive orders to do fo from the Court of Diretors.

2d. That we are neverthelefs defirous of remaining in pcace and friendfhip with
them.

3d. That whatever claim or demand the Marattas may have upon the Nabob,
under whatever promifes or pretences, we neither know nor acknowledge in them
any juft claim or demand of any kind upon the Company.

4th. Thyt as they have no colour of right to require the afliftance of the Com
pany’s forccs, a demand of fuch afliftance, (in whatever terms, whether in the form
of propofals, or otherwife,~—whether directly, or by intermediation) accompanied with
the threats of laying wafte the Carnatick Payenghaut, and by atual hoftility, as
in the plundering of Calafpauk, and other villages, is a very great infult.

gth. That a compliance therefore with fuch a demand muft be difhonourable, and
what is ftill worfe, muft fubject the Company to the like infults again and again,
not only by the Marattas, but by every Power around; who feeing our fears or
neceffities, and inferring from fuch a difhonourable fubmiffion, that the Company
have no will, government, "or power of their own, will be encouraged upon every
occafion to threaten the Carnatick, in order to obrain the Company’s aid : that a
compliance therefore is not only dithonourable, but dangerous. '

¢+ Vide page 1402, &c.
‘16 M 6. That
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6th. That we are determined not to make offenfive war upon any Power ; and that
we will not affift even Hyder Ally Khén againft the Marattas, unlefs we are autho-
rized by the Company to do fo, or unefs an aftual invafion of the Carnatick
Payenghaut by the Marattas fhoutd compel us to a defenflive war; in which cafe,
if an union of our forces with Hyder Ally Khin fhould then appear a better plan
of defence than 2 feparate oppofition to them, we think fuch a junétion fhould then
be formed.

nth. That confidering the friendfhip and connexion between the Company and the
Nabob, we are ready to enter into meafures with him for defending ourfelves and
his poffeflions againt all invaders, and particularly agaigit the Marattas, who now
threaten che Carnatick Payenghaut. ;

8th. That notwithftanding what we have herein before declared, of our refolution:
mot to join with or affift the Marattas with Company’s troops, and that we wi!l not
make offenfive war with any Power, but only defend ourfelves and the Nabob’s
country, if attacked, in the beft manner we can ; yet, as the Nabob is not bound,
and we do not mean to bind him, by our refolutions, if he fhall think it conducive
to the fafctv of his country, and the permanent profperity of his affairs, to join the
Marattas with his own proper forces, we think him at full liberty to do fo.; though
fuch a meafure would be contrary to the fyftem recommended by the Company to
the three Prefidencies; becaufe the other two Prefidencies, as well as this, adopt
that fyftem ; and becaufe we think a concrary fyftem will in the end bring on certain
ruin. T'hat fhould the Nabob neverthelefs refolve to join the Marattas with his own
proper traops, in that cafe we fhall beg leave to recall the Company’s Officers we.
have lent him ; we fhall then put all the Company’s troops into garrifon, and ob-
ferve a.ftriét neutrality, unlefs we thould receive clear and explicit orders from the
Company to a& in any manner ; which orders we are determined to abey, whatever:
he miy  be, fhould we have it in our power to-do fo,

gth. That our money and refources, beflides four Lacks of Pagodag due from.
the Nabob for charges expended on his account to ultimo O¢tober laft, and one:
Lack of Pagodas, which will be due the end of January next, for the Jaghire Kift;.
we fay, our money and refources beyond thefe fums are fo inconfiderabic, that they.
will barely fuffice for the ordinary civil charges.of. the Prefidency,

1oth. Thar it is therefore neceffary in-the firft place to be afcertained by the Na-
bob, what fupport of money we may depend upon.fram him for the military
charges of the field and his garrifans, in cafe the Marattas fhould enter the country, .

11th, That in cafe the army thould take the field,. it muft reft entirely on.the.
Nabob to fupply the army in the field, as well as the garrifons in his country where.
we have troops, with provifions, as it is not.in our power to do fo, having no cos-.
wol in the Nahob’s,country.,

12th. That
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rath. That we earneftly recommend to the Nabob to give direétions for prepat

ing fupplies of provifians i the feveral forts, agreeable to a feparate paper annexed,
marked A,

13th. That in the prefent poffure of affairs, we are of opinion, that General
Smith be ordered to leave fuch garrifons of Europeans and Sepoys at Frichinopoly,
Madura, and Palamcotah, as he fhall think abfolutely neceflary for their prefent
defence, and hold all the reft of the troops in the fouth in readinefs to move upon
fhort warning.

r4th .That the Nabob be confulted as to the time of the army’s moving, the
place to which they fhall gove, and the objeét.

The following is an account of the provifions to be colleéted, and other articles
provided by the Nabob, referred.to inghe 12th article of the foregoing refolutions :

1ft. WhHat quantity of. grain is in the feveral forts of the Carnatick, particularize
ing the quantity which is 1n each fort.

2d. The full allowance for an European foldier is 1% lb. of clean rice, 121b, of
beef, or the eighth part of a theep.

3d. About the fame quantity rice, or part of rice and part doll, for the
Sepoys.

4th. Ghee and Curry ftuff, {uch as Sepoys generally eat, a quantity in proportion.

sth. Ta keep in each of the principal forts, in the different parts of the country,
as much rice as will victual at lealt 10,000 men for 10 days ; for Paddy will be of
no ufe, as there will not be time to beat it 1nto rice when the army may be on the
march, or arrive in diftrefs for fupples.

€th. Atput 15,0001b. or 60o Maunds of Rice will be neceflary for 10,000
men for ten days. A bullock carries about 751b. fo that 13,000lb. will load

2.,000- bullucks.

7th. In the field, and in the Nabob’s forts, the number of Europeans will be
full 1500. The Nabob has promifed to lay mn ftores for three years at Velium
n Trichinopoly and Vellour he affures us there is plenty. Itwill be neceffary to
provide for ‘l)\dadura and Palamcotah.

8. It is fuppofed the army and neceflary attendants will not confift of lefs
thapr 10,000 people ; of thefe we muft reckon 1000 Europeans ; allowing thefe
14 1b. of beef per man per day, or 8 men to one fheep, the daily confumption
will be 125 fheep; or 1500 Ib. of beef, at 8olb. per bullock, will be abous

18 bullocks per day ; or in the fame proportion, part fheep and part bullocks.
4. 9. Whether
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oth. Whether it is not neceffary to keep a good ftock, both of fheep and bul--
locks, under cover of the principal forts, or in fuch Polligars’ woods where they
may be fale, and from whence the army may get fupplies.

Mr. Mackay dclivers in his diffcnt to the $th Article of the foregoing refolu-
tions, as follows:

Article 8. I DISAPPROVE of telling the Nabob, that we think him at liberty,
if he pleafes, to join the Marattas againft Hyder Ally with his own forces, as ex-
prefled in this article: not that I belicve he will be mad enough to take fuch a
ftep, whatever may be his inclinations ; but becaufe I think fuch a declaration trom
the Board highly improper, as alfo contrary to the {pirig, of all the orders received
from the Court of Direétors, which pofitively tells us, that we are not to have any
alliances or connexions with the Marattas that will tend to aggrandize their power,
but only to live in peace with them: and as the union between the Nabob and the
Company 1s of that nature, that their atting in oppofition to each other may, and
probably will, be attended with confequences fatal to one, if not to both, 1 do not
think our Honourable Mafters can approve of our declaring any fentiments to
the Nabob, that tend to make him believe he is at liberty to feparate his intereft
from their’s.

GEO. MACKAY.

Mr. Iaflings alfo begs leave to deliver in his diffent to the 6th and 8th Articles
of the foregoing refolutions, as follows :

6th. ALTHOUGH my opinion will not be found to differ very materially from
that of the Board, as contained in this article, yet I think it neceffary to explain the
fenfe in which 1 can with propricty affent to it; becaufe, asit ftands, it implies a
doubt of the powers of this Government where I have none ; and the refolution
exprefled in it, though fuitable to the prefent occafion, appears too peremptory
and deterininate,

The conftant tenor of 2ll the Company’s orders forbids any kind of $liance with
the Marattas, exprefling the firongeft apprehienfions of their power, and recom-
mending it as the  Beft policy to ckeck their growth by every opportunity.” In
their orders to the Prefidency of Bombay, now before us+, they reproach them for
bearing with the menaces and inlults of the Marattas; and plainly intimate, that
:they ought to have attacked, and even deftroyed, the Maratta i-‘leet, when it cruized
off their harbour; although no hoftilities had been actually committed, nor does
it appear that any were intended,  We may fafely conclude, from this inftance,
what would be the fentiments of our Superiors on the late behaviour of the Ma-
rattas towards this Prefidency. They have demanded aid ; they have threatened ;
they havesdone more, they have committed hoftilities, not againft the Company
indeed, but againft the Nabob, the firm friend and ally of the Company ; and this
.the Court of Dirc¢tors declare, in the paflage above quoted, they fhall confider as

+ Vide Note, page 1438,
equal

WA'LW 39 ot 2609 |p
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equal to an offence committed againft themlelves ; and that they will never fuffer a
peopley under their protettion, to be diftreffed and plundcred under aiy prelence whatjpever.

We are therefore already authorifed by the Conpany to make offenfive zoar againft

the Marartas, if to prevent an infult, or to prevent a determined injury, be to
act offenfively.

I muft give it as my opinion, that if the Nabob were difpofed to unite and co-
operate heartily and fteadily with us, and we could be affured of the neceffary
fupplies of provifions, thewefolution of this Government ought to be taken imme-
diately, not to defend the Carnatick when it fhall be invaded, but to prevent an
invafion, by carrying the war at once into the Balaghaut; and in fupport of this
epinion, I beg lcavce to offer the following reafons:

Becaufe we are affured, and the Marattas themfelves have declared, that they
will invade the Carnatick.

Becaufe their prefent force in the Balaghaut has been much harraffed and wea-
kened, and of courfe rendered lefs fit for that kind of war in which their fupc-
riority confifts, by the fatigues and diftrefles of a long campaign.

Becaufe they expect to be reinforced by a frefth army of 20,000 horfe, under the

command of Narrain Row ; which may yet be detained fome time, as they muft
bring their provifions with them.

Becaufe the Marattas could not ealily find a fubfiftence in the Payenghaut before
the new crops are ripe.

Becaufe af fuch a time, therefore, it would be more cafy to cut off their {fup-
plies, by atj:cking their Bunjarees, their only actual means of fubfiftence.

In a word, becaufe an offenfive war begun and carried on at a time moft conve-
nient to ourfelves, in a foreign country, and againft an enemy not fully prepared,
but determined to begin with us if we do not begin w'th them, 1s on every account
to be preferred to a defenfive war in the heart of our own country, begun by the
enemy, with the choice of their own time, with every advantage of the fealon in
their favour, with all their force colle¢ted and every preparation made, and Hyder
Ally, whofe power might yet avail us fomething, totally reduced, as he probably
would be, and his country and it’s refources at their command.

Bt as the Nabob will not confent to fuch a meafure, and even perfevercs in
urging us 'to aflift the Marattas, and we cannqt aét without him, I therefore agree
with the Majority of the Board, that it would be mott expedient to wait for the ar-
rival of the expe&ted orders trom England, before any decifive ftep be rciolv_ed on; in
the mean time, Ithink thatevery previous difpofition fhould be made, which would
have been neceflary had the refolution pafled for an immediate and offenfive war :

10 N I mean,
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I mean, that the preparations to be made fhould have an offenfive war for their
objeét ;_that is to {ay, to move the army, and form detachments. It might take
up a fortnight or three wecks to make fuch difpofitions; in that time the expetted
orders from the Company may arrive ; thefe may be fo clear and decifive, asto cut
off every hope which the Nabob may yet entertain of their affenting to his plan of
a Maratra alliance, and to induce him to fubmit to the only option left him of op-
pofing the Marattas. But fhould it fo happen, thatany accident, not improbable
frem the larenefs of the feafon in which the Lord Holland and Britnnia left Eng-
land, fhould retard their arrival, and the Nabob, in the mean time, thould be indu-
ced, cither by frefh provocations of bis enemies, or by a change of fentiment, to
form the refolution of returning their hoftilities, or commencing hofhilitics againft
them 3 in fuch a cafe I think this Government will not only be juftificd in affitting
him without waiting for further authority, but wiill be liable to the reproach of a
difobedience of orders and infidelity to taeir Ally, befides much worfe confcqu::nccs,

1f they do not.

8. I do not approve of this article, becaufe I fear it may encourage the Nabob to
fend his own forces to affift the Marattas.  All they want is a difciplined force and
artillery to reduce Hyder’s principal forts ; this purpofe may be effeted by the
forces in the Nabob’s fervice : and notwithftanding the intimation given him, thac
the Company may order us to act againit the Marattas, I apprehend fuch an order
may come too late, when the Nabob fhall have entered into fo clofc an alliance with
them, as to make it impofiible to at againft them without becoming his enemy at
the fame time ; which we arc pretty certain no ordets of the Company can juftify,
while the conftant and invariable {pirit of all the orders is, that the confirmation
of their alliance with the Nabob, and the {upport of his Government, are to be
the ruling principles of all our political tranfaﬂions: If therefore, on fuch a lati-
tude given to the Nabob, he fhould precipitatc himfelf into a Maratta alliance,
this Government is tied to him, and muft ncceffarily follow him in iy, in fpite of
all orders the Company may give ; unlefs they expre/sly authorize a totgl feparation
from him, which is impofhble.

WARREN HASTINGS.

The Board think it neceffary to make the following remarks on Mr. Haftings”
difitnt to the 6th article :

It has never been denied that the orders of the Company againft any meafures
which may tend to an increafe of the Maratta Power are very plain and exprefs ;
in thefe fentiments the three Prefidencies have as clearly and heartily concurred :
it is our fteady perfeverance therein that has been the principal caufe of difpute
with the Nabob ; and we have fully expreficd our refolution to. him hot to depa.'.-t
therefrom, without the exprefs dirattions of our Superiors.

The arguments urged by Mr. Haftings in favour of the plan propofed Py him,,
that our operations fhould not be ‘confined fimply to the detence of the Carnatick
3 whem
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when it fhall be invaded, but to prevent an invafion, by carrying thetwar at qgg
into the Balaghaut, have great weight: but there is one infurmountable 'objcm
tofuch a meafure ;—the Nabob is againftit. This objeftion Mr. Haftings admits ;
and therefore, fetting afide our inability, it remains only to be confidered, whe-
ther we thould be juftified in adopting fuch a plan without his concurrence.

1

The orders of the Company are not more exprefs againft aggrandizing the
Maratta Power, than they are againft our entering into offenfive wars;  indeed
we have been told, that the Company ave not authorized by their Charter to make offcnfive
awars. The conduét and threats of the Marattas are againft the Nabob’s country :
whatever may be his motives for fuffering their infults and depredations, we can-
not take up arms in his fupport without his concurrence, as fuch a ftep would in
fact be engaging in an offenfive war, in which we muft make ourfelves the prin-
cipals® we fhould expofe ourfelves to the imputation of dragging the Nabob into
meafures contrary to hi$ inclination; and if the country be plundered and laid
wafle, if an accommodation be thereby prevented, or whatever confequences may
happen, they would be laid at our door,

The orders of the Court or Dire€ors to the Prefidency of Bombay do by no
means imply that we are to affift the Nabob againft the Marartas whether he will
or not; they declare, that they look upon the Nabob as their firm friend and
ally, and rthat they never will fuffer a pecple under tlcir protetlion 1o be plundered or
diflscffed.  Bur the Nabob does not, or would not, frem to look upon the conduct
of the Marattas in thac light, or to regard them as enemics; he not only does
not defire our affiftance to oppofe them, but is utterly averfe to any meafures
againft, and even prefles a junétion with them.  And although we are not
obliged to fuffer ourfelves to be drageed into meafures, which appear to us incon-
fiftent with the Company’s orders and the fecurity of their pofieflions, we could
not certainly be juftified in commencing a war in fupport of the Nabob’s Govern-

ment in cxpfefs oppofition to his will,

The refolution of the Board on the article now under confideration muflt be
fuppofed to be founded on the prefent ftate of affairs; a change in thac ftute
muft neceffarily occafion a change in refolution; and it will always be prodent to
change to-day the refolution of yelterday on good caufe. For inftance,—If the or-
ders of the Company fhould authorize an alliance with Hyder Ally againft the
Marattas, and if the Nabob fhould change his opinion, and fee the necefliry of
taking vigorous meafures to repel their infults and depredations, and defire our
affitance, in fuch a meafure we fhould not only be juitified, but it would then be
incumbent on us to afford him the moft effectual fupport tor the fecurity of his
coumry.

As to what MrMHattings regemmfends, thet every Iprcvious difpofition fhould
be made which would Bave been neceflary had the refolution pafled for an offen-

five war, and that it nohght take up a fortnight or threc wecks to make fuch 2
dif-
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Wipofition, e Board do not fee what other preparations can with propriety be
now made than thofe already refolved on. The troops have been ordered to hold
themfelves in readinefs for moving ; and it has becn determined in the 14th article,
that the Nabob fhall be confulted as to the time of the army’s moving, the place
to which they fhall move, and the object.

The Board think it neceffary, in anfwer to the foregoing diffents on the 8th
article, to make fome obfervations, which may ferve to explain their motives and
reafons for the declaration propofed tu be made to the Nabob in that article ; and
which is the more neceflary, as the Board fee the force of the arguments urged
by Mcflieurs Haltings and Mackay againft fuch a declaration, and which muft yet

appear in a ftronger light to perfons not well informed of our prefent fituation
and circumftances.

We have faid, that we fee plainly the force of the arguments urged by Meffieurs
Haftings and Mackay, and, under other circumftances than the prefent, we thould
concur with them in opinion of the impropriety of making any declaration to the
Nabob, that could tend in the moft diftant manner to an idea of a feparation of
interefts ; but after the repeated declarations made to us by His Majefty’s late
Minifter Plenipotentiary, that the Nabob is confidered as an Ally of the Crown of
Great Britain, by virtue of the 11th article of the Treaty of Paris, fentiments which
are adopted by the Court of Directors, as evidently appears from their commands
to the Commiffioners of 23d March 1770, Par. 31, 327 ; after this Government
hath been fo feverely accufed of dragging the Nabgb into meafures contrary to his
inclination :  after thefe circumftances, we fay, we think we ought not only toleave
the Nabob at liberty to take fuch meafures as fhall appear to him expedient for
the fafety of his country; but that it is no lefs neceffary that we fhould make
fuch our plain declaration to him, to avoid the imputation of having actually or vir-
tually compelled him into meafures contrary to his will.  Thefe ¢ nfiderations in-
duced us to make the like declaration to the Nabob in our letter to him of 25th
April lat 4-, when he defired our opinion with regard to the c§)edicnc of
his fending his own troops to the affiftance cf the Marattas; and we fhall think
it neceflary to obferve the fame cautious condu&, while fuch a conltruétion is
given to the 11th article of the Treaty of Paris, and while we are furrounded by
perfons who are ever on the watch to accufe us of a breach thereof.

Mr. Mackay fays fuch a declaration is contrary to the fpirit of the orders re-
ceived from the Court of DireCtors, which pufitively teli us, that we are not to
have any alliances or connexions wi'h the Marattas, but only 1o live 1n peace with
them. In anfwer to this, in the fuft place, we fsy, it does not appear’to us
that the orders are pofitive; they are ftrong fyfiematic 1econ.mendations.: but
fuppofe them to be :he moft pofitive orders that words can convey, we act agrecigle
to the letter and fpiiit of them, in #:luung Tl verrialves to acced? to their demands,
and in advifing tle Nabob to do {u ton, and enforcine, froh advice by reafons ;,
and were we to do otherwife, we fhould at contrary to thy' letter and fpiric of the
Company’s Orders, which rcfule us a control over the Nabob, It does net tollow

by
¥ Sce Appeudix, No, XXX, page 29, + Appendix, No, XXI. 609.
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by any means, that if the Nabob fhould join the Marattas that we are to a& in

oppofition to him ; on the contrary, our declaration in the fame article is, shat we
will remain inactive in garrifon. |

The fpirit of Mr. Haltings’s diffent confifts in thefe points :
1ft. That the Nabob may be encouraged to affift the Marattas..
ad. That his forces and artillery may reduce Hyder.

3d. That if we reccive orders fromthe Company to affift Hyder, we cannot aft
the Nabob fhall have joined the Marattas, ’ .

4th. That if he fhould join them, we are tied to him, and muft follow him..

We anfwer,—1ft.—That to advife againft a meafure is to difcourage it ; and wa
have no other means of prevention but force, which we think unlawful, and
thercfore cannot confent to.

2d. That the Nabob’s artillery, we believe, is not a jot better than the Maratta
artillery ; indeed we know not of any artillery he has except i few field-pieces, un-
lefs he fhould take the guns from the ramparts of Vellour and Trichinopoly, and
few of the carriages would travel ten miles.

3d. Then we muft not affit Hyder; for we cannot do impofibilities; we can-
not make contradiétions confiftent,

4th. Though we cannot compcl the Nabob, nor act againft him, it does not
therefore follow that we muft fubmit to be dragged into all his meafures; he would
have carried us fome ycars ago into the Deckan to place him on the Mufnud; we
refufed, and the refufal was approved ; and if his meafures carry him from us, while
our fhacklgs confine us, we cannot help it; wc have nochoice ; it cannot be im-
uted to 1(4;, but to the caufe of which we have frequently complained to the Court
of Dire&t0rs, viz. the want of [flem in the connexion between the Nabob and the Comi-
pany, and which the Company alone can eftablifh,

My Haflings's Reply to the Board's Remai £s.

I AM forry that I have been the caufe of leading the Board to fo long a difcuf-
fion pn fubjeéts, which I fhould not have confidered of fo much importance in them-
% as to bave thought it neceffary to explain my particular fentinients upon them,

ut that it tended to clucidate and confirm what has been fo often repeated, of the
efabariaffinents and dangers to which this Government is expofed by it’s loofe and

Siudcﬁni;e connegion with the NahMUr_nuﬂ however beg leave to add a few
16 words
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words infupport of the points quoted from my diffent, mercly that I may not be
jﬁmﬁdcrﬁ A o ‘

1ft. I do notmean that the Board thould advife againft the meafure in, quettion,
.or difedurage it, but that we {ay nothing either for or againft it; becaufe the advice
is dangerous, and we are not called upon to give any. I will frankly confefs, that I
think the apprehenfions expreffed by the Board but too well founded, and their pre-
«caution juft; neverthelefs, I defire my opinion may ftand of the confequences which
1 think may enfue from fuch a-declaration.

2d. 1 do not know what artillery the Nabob has, I know only that he has
Englith officers to command it; and though that corps may not yet be fufficiently
ftrong, or fufficiently provided, to perform the fervice for which they may be re-
quired, yet my apprehenfions go further than I befare ventured to exprefs on re-
.cord, but which F will now daclare to be, that if the Nabob fhould refvlve to aflift
the Marattas againft Hyder Ally, he will apply to the Admiral for a detachmert of
his feamen or marines, and with fuch an addition his artillery may be equal to
the propofed fervice. ; _

To the 3d and 4th articles I will only fay in two words, that there is no medium ;
we never can act a meutral part while the Nabob takes an aétive one, but we muft
be with him or againft him. It is not very effential to the prefent queftion to prove
ghits affertion, and it would lead to endle(s argument.

WARREN HASTINGS.

Jof. Du Pré
Warren Haltings
John Smith

Geo. Stratton
Henry Brooke
John Whitehill
Geo. Mack’@y.

Extralt of Proceedings of the Seleét Committee at Fort St. George, 10th December, 1771,

DISPATCHED the following letters to Bengal and Bombay, * the firft pc: Tap.
pals, the other vid Anjengo.

To the Honourable Jobn Cartier Efquire, Prefident and Govertory &c. Gentlemen of the
Select Committee at Fort William. '
Honourable Sir and Sirs,

OUR advices for fome time paft have given us caufe to apprehend that the de-
figns of the Marattas were to invade this W‘_‘a with a view of pompelling us

* The letter to Bombay is to the fame purport ss that to Bengal, )
~into
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into a jun@uon with thetr agaift Myfore ; and wé now think it neceffiry ¢6.nform
you, that the main body of their army is already on this fide the Paffes, and confi-
derable detachments have been made into the Baramahaul country, which lies alfo on
this fide, and belongs to Hyder Ally, Straggling parties have aétually entered this
province, and plundered fome villages ; but their actions have been difavqwed by
the Maratta Vackeel at this place, and they have retired out of the country, car~
rying with them their plunder. We alfo learn, that a reinforcement of 20,000 hotfe,
under the command of Narrain Row, is on the march from Poonah, and we have alf
realon to believe thata very formidable invafion will be made on this province.

The Marattas ftill perfift, as we have before advifed you, in demanding the affift
ance of the Company’s fqrces againft Hyder Ally, and we perfift in refuiing them.
The Nabob, who, fupported by Sir John Lindfay, urged us in the warmeft manner
to unite with the Marattas, finding us determined againft fuch a meafure, ceales to
ﬁrefs us fo violently, but ftill retains the fame fentiments, Having wrote in the

rongreft and cleareft manner on this fubject to the Court of Dire&ors in every letter
from January 1770 to the difpatch of the Lapwing in O&ober 1770, without re-
cciving a word of reply to this time, we cannot doubt but that the advices expected
by the Lord Holland will bring us decifive inftruétions; our prefent refolution
_therefore is to hold ourfelves in readinefs, but to take no hofile ftep, unlefs the Car-
natick fhall be attacked, until we receive inftrutions. We have already f{aid, that
we expect the Carnatick will be fhortly invaded; in that cafe our army muft take
the field ; our expenfes will be great, our means inadequate ; but we have no choice.
The Nabob tells us, that if the province is invaded, he fhall not be able to fupply
us with money, we cannot therefore place any dependence on him; our own re-
fources, fuch as we can depend on, will not extend beyond the expenfes of four or
five manths ; we beg thercfore to be informed, whether you can give us any or what
afliftance in {pecie, for we do not think we fhall be able to negotiate bills on your
Prefidency for any confiderablc amount. We are apprehenfive that this may be
diftrefling you, but as our cxigencies will probably be very great, we doubt not but
you will aflit us all in your power. We are,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,
Your moft obedient humble fervants,

Fort St. [George, /
z0th Decgmber, 1771, JOS., DU PRE, &c Committee,

AT SELECT COMMITTEE, Wednefday, 11th December, 1771,
PRESENT,

Jofias Du Pré Efquire, Governor, Prefident.
Warren Haftingyg . Samuel Ardley.

LETTER from Wﬂh received the 6th inftant read, advifing of his
ving, out of regar 1s friendfhip and cn6gagcmcnts to the Company, pcrcm;li-
torly
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torily refufed the prefling folicitations of the Marattas to jein in an invafion of the
Carnarick Payenghaut, towards which they had advanced ; that he had difpatched
5000 horfe to watch their motions ; rqcommcnding that detachments be pofted at the
pafles of Chamanga and Amboor, to prevent their emering the country, and that
the inhabitants be direfted to fecure their cattle and cffeéts in the woods and forts.

From Hyder Ally Kbdn to Governor Du Pré, dated 23d November, and received 6tb
December, 1771,

I'T was with pleafure and fatisfattion I received your letter of the rgth of Oc-
tober laft.+ Yeu tellme, * You do not doubt but I fhall do whatever may be belt
s¢ for procuring permancnt ftability to my affairs, and that you write to me in all
¢ truth ond fircerity.”f It has been merely out of confideration of the fincerity of
your fricndfhip and adhierence to your engagements, which makes me efteem our
intercfls entircly as one, that I have given the Marattas this plain anfwer ;—that be-
tween the knglifh Company and me  a treaty of perpetual peace, confirmed by
every tye, fubfifts, and that [would on no account fend my troops to accompany
them, in cafc of thair making irruptions and raifing difturbances towards Arcot.
This plain anfwer has been given them; notwithftanding Triinbeck Row their Sar-
darand I had been quarrelling and difputing this very matter for four or five months..
They have now left thefe paits, with an intention of paffing into the Arcot Payen-
phaut; I have ftationed troops, both Sepoys and Peons, to ftop the Pafies, and
have difpatched a body of brave and well mounted horfemen, to the amount of
5000, to attack their van and rear, and to keep mioving round them ; accordingly
every day, by God’s blefling, an hundred and two hundred horfes are taken by
them, as I make no doubt you have alfo heard from other hands. You likewiie
will keep an your part two trufty Sardars, with troops, the one at Changama, and
the other at Amboor, with dire¢lions to chaftize the Marattas wherever they may
mul.e thair appearance 5 to your Talockdars alfo you will give orders to fend away
the inhabitants and cattle belonging to the open towns and villages to the woods
and other places of proteétion.  Belides running about the country, and carrying off
i’s cattle, what can the Marattasdo? your firft care therefore as above thould be
to fend the afore-mentioned ordeis to the Talookdais,  Rufpeéling the fnhabitants
and cattle, I mention this out of the greatnels of 1eoard fubfifting 'j:twecn us.
Always let me have the pleafuie of receiving letters fiom you advwifiyg of your
health, that I may rcjoice ?

May your happinefs and profperity incjeafe !

P.S. &rengthen your forts and garrifons, and fend orders to your Killed. rs and
Talookdars, that in cafe of the Maratta troops entering into the Arcot counts 7, and
the Circar’s tioops following them with a view of chaftifing them, that they' (the
Killedars and Talookdars} procure whatever fecret intelligence they can refpecting
the Marattas, and adviie the Sardar of the Circar’s troops thereof.

May your happinefs and profperity increafe !
1+ Vide page 1388. e s
¥ This ptlage 1 a quotation fiom Governor Du Pré’s lett€r oo iy 8th of ' November, inftead,
that dated the 1gth of Oftober,—Sce page 1391, ng
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The Prefident allo lays befote the Committee the following intells
received yefterday from' the Nabob : ollowing intalitgence

Puspors of the Advice from the Balaghaut to the Nabob, dated 7th December, syy1.

HYDER’s Vackeel applied to Trimbeck Row, and after delivering his Mafter’s
Jetter to him, told him, by his Mafter’s order, that if he would make peace with
his Mafter beforc be enters the Payenghaut, he was willing to fend an affiftance
of a force along with Muckdoom Naigue to enable him, the faid Trimbeck Row,
to take pofleflion of all the Arcot forts, and to commit hoftilities as {ar as Madras ;
he told the fame thing fo Morarow: but Trimbeck Row anfwered, that as his
Mafter did not hearken to him before, he had no occafion to talk about it at prefent;
and he added, thatif he was nnable to do what he talks of, he will then afk for his
affiftance.  On this the faid Vackeel got one Yadavaput to fpeak to Trimbeck Row,
that the Nabob always made an excufe to fend his afhitance, faying, that the
Europeans were not under his direction ; if fo, how came they to fight the Tan-
joreans according to his dire€tion? which Trimbeck Row communicated to Mo-
rarow, who fpoke in favour of the Nabob ; that it was not right to comply with
Hyder’s requeft ; but that it was better to be in peace and friendfhip with the
Nabob, as it will be impofiible for Hyder to cope againft the European force.
Trimbeck Row anfwered him, to endeavour ta fend for the Nabob foon to join
him. Morarow replied, that by the time the army arrives at Kiftnagherry, the
Vackeel and the affiftance from the Nabob will jein him. Morarow feeing me
and the Company’s Hircar, tgld us the fame ; and faid that I thould write to the
Nabob to act in fuch manner, that what he {poke to Trimbeck Row may ftand good,
that the Nabob’s country may be faved from plunder, and that the Vackeel may
foon come to the army while it may remain at Trinamel, that the aflitance may be
fent for from the Nabob. It feems the intention of the Marattas is to form a
defign againft Amboor and Sautgudda, as they gained intelligence that there are no
more than 500 men in each fort, and a few men in Malapaddy. A Maratta Sardar
from Poorah is arrived with 10,000 horfe at Chetragul, and has been wrote to by
TrimbeckyRow to take that Polligar’s forces with him, and proceed towards
Biddenuref; Trimbeck Row has alfo wrote to the different Polligars to join
him with#their forces, and acquainted them that he is making preparations for

war,

TH Pandaura horfemen that plundered Calafpauk arrived in the army on the
4th, pnd fold fome cloth in the Buzar; upon which Trimbeck Row took away the
baled of cloth they breught, punifhed and imprifoned them. Some Pandauras fold
ci¢th in Morarow’s camp, who ufed them in the fame manner, and told me thac
sf\ri& order had been given not to plunder the Arcot country ; but now, if the

'Mabob does not fend his anfwer foon to the letter he wrote to him, his country
Will be difturbNd more than.w«-.35".3eady done by the Pindaries; and he
ticd, that it walNQeg#T the Nabob foon to fend his Vackeel and the anfwer,

k&"z"-') 16 P Purport
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“Purport of the Advice from Cuddapatnam to the Nabob, ‘dated id December,
1771,

TRIMBECK ROW lay encamped at Kiftnagherry, and is-ereing Mourchas.
Vamenraw is near Syringapatnam. It is talked that Morarow comes to Vencat-
gherry with 2000 horfe ; that the Company’s Hircars, as per orders from Madras,.
fent fome Hircars, &c. news-writers, both to Vamenraw and Upparow’s camps

and that Tippoo Saib is arrived at Bengalore, to.collect a force and to attack
Vamenraw by night.

The Committee think it only neceffary to remark, that‘the foregoing intelligence
differs very widely from the profeffions made by Hyder Ally in his above-men-
tioned letter. How far the one or the other may be depended upon it is impoffible
to fay; the Committee however think that at all events means fhould. be «ried
to prevent an accommodation between them,. as.a junction againft the Carnatick
would probably be the confequence ; and the draught of the letter to Hyder Ally
being prepared, a poftfcript is now added thereto, acknowledging the receipt of
his above-mentioned letter, expreffing our fatisfaction at his refufal of the Maratta
propofal, ahd affuring him that we ftill retain the fame favourable fentiments

towards him which we have frequently expreffed ; and reflolved that. the fame be
communicated to the Board for their. approval.

The Prefident lays before the Committee a note from the Nabob, accompanying
a tranflation of a letter from Trimbeck Row to Madarow. Sadafive, dated 3d-
inftant, advifing of his having paffed the Ghaut of Bodicotah with a defign of
fettling the Circar’s affairs in the Baramahaul, recommending that the Vackeel
proceed to him with a trufty perfon from the Nabob, and that a perfon be fent

to the Nabob from Trimbeck Row, when affairs will be fettled .to their mutual
advantage.

Tranflation of a Note from the Nabob to Governor Du Pré, dated 11th Deceprber, 1771,

ENCLOSED 1 fend for your perufal a letter from Mahomed NeE:{zz Khan,

Amuldar of the Vellour Jaghire, together with a tranflation of a I&ter from
Trimbeck Row to Madarow Sadafive.

What can 1 fay more

Letter from Trimbeck Row to Madarow Sadafive, dated 3d December, 177,

IN confequence of what youwrite to me, I did rot fend my army before into the
country below the Paffes; yefterday however I paffed the Ghaut of Bodicot: h,

and with my troops am arrived in the Hehagvqtry. The Tongedar of Cuddapf-
formerly, when he fettled his matters'with tllc&%\,agggg up phiereto the Bara,:y»&"n

haul diftriét; but fome confufion happening in the managi’ ent of affairs thpr
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Hyder Naigue.got it into his pofléffion : the Circar’s government however muft
row be eftablifhed therein. Apfgicndﬂuip fubfifts betwee%a:hc Nabob and me, and
Sercemant Pundit: ef¢erns him as his own. 1 have wrote in various modes to
Cour¢ ; Morarow Gorparah Surmyaputtee alfo has done the fame; and it is now
pear a twelvemonth fince you were difpatched from thence. The fruit of friend-
fhip between people of diftinction is mutual benefit; had the friendfhip between
the Nabob and me been attended with. that effe®, that friendthip would have
gained ftrength, and in the eye of the world appeared well. The exrirpation of
Hyder Naigue is my fixed intention, and with this view I am arrived near;
there muft now be an interview between us: you fhould bring a trufty perfon
with you on the part of the Nabob, and pcop{c of truft alfo fhould be fent to
him from hence, and the affairs of both parties be accomplithed ; this will
doubtlefs be agreeable to Pundit Purdhaur, and be the means of effecting im-
portant objets: the making ufe of excufes herein is neither confiftent with
wifdom nor prudence. - The plan on which the large armies of the Marattas *
are condufted is this}: they have with them great quantities of ftores, and
thoufands of hotfe conftantly going round them at a confﬁ:}rablc diftance; and
the Nabob knows that this 15 not a mode merely of td>day: he fhould not
Jink any thing of this; for fuppofing the army of ‘a father to paf. by
the village of a fon, or the army. of a fon to pafs by that of a father, the lurge-
nefs .of the army will caule fome damage to be done, but they are never in
confequence of orders from the Sardar: the Pandauras and plunderers accompany-
ing the army plunder even great cities. Should the horfe, on account of my near
approach, plunder the Circar’s villages through ignorance, do not conftrue it in
any ather light ; 1 have given them pofitive orders on this head, and therefore
acquaint you of it. My views are thele ; your coming, an interview with the
Nabob, and the accompliliment of the objects before us; fhould the Nabob
think any otherwife, you will imprint in his mind the above matters. I have
acquainted you clearly .of the thoughts of my heart : let not the Nabob think of
things detrimental to our friendfhip ; I have not, but have wrote to you plainly.
Your comikg to me with a trufty perfon of the Nabob’s, the obtaining advantages
for both fidgs, and liftening to my word, are all matters which will give plealure
to Puadit Firdhaun. | will alfo liften to what meffages you may report to me
in.a propey (nanner on the past of the Nabob,. which will give him pleature. It
is on thi*account that I have fo frequently wrote ta you in fo 1 undifguifed a
manner/ and now write this; fcnd me your anfwer foon, as, in expectation of the
fme, Yfam waiting here to conquer'the Baramahaul ‘couatry and reduce it’s garri-
f8ns. [The taking of the forts upon the hills will require four days; . the garrtfons
in thefother places may with the greateft eafe be difpofed. This is the time for
argganplithing the propofed plan, agreeable to what I wrote to you. . Complete

The meaning of which is fuppofed to be »tiy'@as Trimbeck Raw's army is one of tho%e large

% Tt is to be-obferved that he fhles them Yhe Plunderers. -
‘{ies, and of courfC¥gs thofe numgg“:_".ol...mics of holé going the circuit round it at a confiderable

t not to take it amifs that fome of his villages have been plundcied

X’!he}'eﬁ'om, the
m. '
Nexigy e 2T .s.j{ﬁn&q the Peiflan,

" Qobrs you."
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your negotiation, and come to me foon, for that is the fruit of your remaining
there [o long.
What can 1 fay more?

Purport of a Letter from Mabomed Newaz Khén tothe Nabob, dated 7th December, 1771,

I OBSERVED what your Excellency was pleafed to acquaint me concernin
your treatment to the Mqrattas, and of courfe 1 fhould make myfelf eafy w:tﬁ
regard to their commxttmg hottilities, give encouragement to the inhabitants,
colledl the prefent year’s money, and fend a quantity of Paddy, amounting to one
Lack of Rupees, to the [ort of Vellour. Agreeable to yourorders I rode as far as
the diftrict of Nermetty, and gave all pofiible encouragement to the inhabi-
tants; but they would not believe me, or place any confidence in my fayings. As
the Maratta horfe invaded the neighbourhood of Tripatore and Vaniambaddy, the
inhabitants of Codypollam, &c. were difperfed ; which news reaching to the in-
habitants of my diftrit, they went away with their families, cattle, &c. to the woods
for thelter, and are xll going away, leaving only one man in their refpe&ive
houfes. Caur crop 1§ fpoﬂmg away f}:)r want of people to cut and to gather them,

which occafions great lofs to the produce. It is impoffible for me to write the ~

great impediment that attends in collecting the revenues, and in carrying on the
cultivation, on account of the inhabitants being difperfed as above. They fay,
that if the town wall ot Perfomnor, 45 well as the Gadics of Pulleconda, Sam-
fabad, Vaniambaddy, 8&wc. are repaired, and proper garrifons ftationed in
different places, they will then mind the bufinefs qof their carrying on their culti-
vation, taking protection in the faid Gadies, &c.—if otherwife, they fay it will be
impoffible for them to ftay and mind their bufinefs. If you fend 200 Sepoys and
Peons to me, it is well; if not, you will fend an order to me, thatI might enlift
Sepoys, repair all the Gadies as aforefaid, place proper garrifons in different
places, and fettle the affairs of the dlf’cn&s, after making the inhabitants eafy as
1s required, If the Marattas thould ftay any longer in Payenghaut, (which God
forbid!) the inhabitants will never fettle themfelves in the country,’ but on the
contrary they will go and fettle in that of the Marattas. It is hig'ly neceffary
to repair the Gadies, and to place the Tannas in different places, t gf}t the mha-
bitants might thereby be enabled to mind the bufinefs of cultivation ; ¥ am ready
to obey your orders concerning this fubject.

Agreeable to your repeated orders, 1 have lately fent 5100 Cullums of Paddy,
and have now fent about 4000, through the means of Fatta Mahomed Kiin. 1
willin the time of the harveft of Caur, Sumbah, &c. crop, fend the Paddyof the
Lircar’s fhare, after deducting that of the 1nhab1tants

As the whole of this bufinefs is ngw before the Board, refolved that itha
above letter be communicated to th@r’g‘*&w
“Jof. Du Pré

Warrcn Haft
T .c“f‘dévﬁgi
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From Governor Du Pré to Hyder Ally Kbdn, dated 111h December, 1771,

LATELY I had the pleafure to write you two letters, the firlt dated the

1gth O&ober, the laft dated the 1 8th November; in both of them I informed
you, that | was waiting with great expettation for letters from Europe ; and that
until I fhould receive them, I could not determine any thing on the {fubje&t con-
cerning which you wrote to me within thefe few days. Your Vackeel has com-
municated to me the contents of a letter he has received from you, offering to
come down with your forces, and unite with thofe of the Compauy in the Payen-
ghaut to oppofe the invaders. This I confider as a proof of your fteadinefs and
firm friendthip ; but as tg this time I remain in the fame uncertainty in refpet to
the inftruétions which are coming to me, and which are not yet arrived, I think
it beft, on all accounts, that your forces be yet a little while employed entirely
in the prote@ion of your own c.untry. Itisimpoffible to fay exactly at what time I
fhalb reccive the inftruétions 1 expect, for no man can control the winds and the
feas; but as | have news of the failing of two fhips from England, I think their
arrival may be expected in the courfe of a month or fix weeks. In the mean time,
there are two things of which I wifh to be afcertained, that in cafe I thould be
authorifed to comply with your propofal, there may be no obftacle; the oneis
money for the payment of the army, the other is provifion for their fubfiftence 4
both are effentially neceffary. As to money, 1 have no doubt of your ability to pro-
vide amply, and that you will do fo in this place; but in refpeét to provifions,
the cruel ravages which your country has fuffered, will perhaps make it difficult,
if not impracticable, to furnifh fuchas may be requifite. In confideration of the
friendfhip between us, I think it proper to mention to you thele thoughts which
have occurred to me. It will always give me pleafure to hear of your health
and profperity. What can I fay more ?

P. S. Since writing the foregoing, I have received your letter dated 23d No-
vember. Your peremptory refufal of the propofal made you, to employ your
troops ta the injury of the Payenghaut country, is at once a {trong proot of your
wifdom and of your friendfhip. For thefe two years paft 1 alfo have bren foli-
cited, with gntreaties and with threats, to fend the Company’s forces againft your
country; ?'inavar always refufed. My fentiments towards you and your atlaiis I have
in former'letters explained, they remain firmly the fame. 1 thank you for the

good adrice you give me ; proper orders will be iffued accordingly.

ool of Procecdings of the Prefident and Council at Fort St. Georgey in their Mililary
Department, Friday, 13th Decembery 17714
P RESUENT,
Jofias Du Pré Efquire, Governor, Prefident,

Warren Haftings Samucl Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
lenry Broo)e- Richard Brickenden
waefehill George Mackay.

‘ TIE Prafide-falg before the Board his report of what paffed between the
17abob-2nd him, upon communicating to him the r4th Article I of the Minute of
Coniv'tation of the 1oth inftant, which is as follows :

* Vide page 1388. + Vide page 1391, 3 Vide page 1423.
16 Q_ I introduced
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1 introduced the fubject by informing the Nabob, that although the Sele& Com-
mittee had maturely confidered his propofition relative to the prefent ftate of
affairs and the demand of the Marattas, yet as the fafety and welfare of the Car-
nartick, and, the Company’s poficffions, were nearly concerned in the mealures to be
now taken, the Sele& Committee bad thought it neceflary to deliberate thercon
with the Council, and to take the opinion and refolution. of the whole.

That as 1 underftood there were people who imputed our objection to an
offenfive alliance with the Marattas merely to. a regard to Hyder Ally, or to 2
partiality to the treaty of peace with him, becaufe we had made it; 1 thought it
proper in the fift place to convince him, that in our refolutions on, this fubject,
fuch perfonal motives had no part, and that they were founded on the Company’s
orders ; and the better to convince him of this truth, I begged to commu-
nicate to him a paflage of a letter fram the Court of Direfors to the Preli-
dency of Bombay ; I then read him the extrat from the Company’s letter to Bom-
bay, dated joth June 1769

The Nabob faid the fentiments of the Court of Directors were clear enough ;
that as to what regarded him in thofe paflages, he begged we would return his
thanks to the Court of Directors, and affure them that he thought the more of

their friendly fentiments, becaufe they were not wrote with any intention thae
he fhould fee them,

e
& Extrad of Lctter fram the Court of Dircflors to the Prefident and Council at Bombay, datsd
30th Func, 1769,

Par. 8. Confidering however the Marattas as the molt dangerous growing Power in India, we fhyll
be very forry to add to their ftrength by a rota] defeat of Hyder Naigue, who has hitherto been a ftrong
check upon their ambitious views ; we wifh him therefore to remain an independent Power in amity
with us, and we hope he will confider in time that his own interest points this out ; for if” once he lets
the Marattas get a footing in the Mylore country, under a pretence of affifting him againft the Englith,
they will not reft *till they are mafters of the whole.

9. You will fee by the whole tenor of our letters to you and the other Prefidencies, Kiat we are
rather jealous of the Maratta Power ; yct we have fought to continue in peace with them, ard' to keep
up a friendly intercourfe ; but if they think fit to tzke a hoftile part againft us, to fend you (fulting
meflages, and to brave your port with their Grabs, it is time to take vigorous meafures for pre Zrving
that refpet which we have hitherto held on your fide of India. When you wrote your letrer of thy; 1 3th
December, giving an account of the Maratta fleet cruizing off the harbour, and of the infolent apfwer
of Vizajee Punt, you had thips in your harbour more than fufficient to have deftroyed his fleet, or brught
him to » more becoming and explicit declaration ; and when Madawvarow informed you that his JefigRyus
to demand the Choute from the Nabob of Arcot, preferving at the fame the utmoft good will towards th
Englith, you fhould have told him that thofe two things were incompatible ; that the Nabob of Arcot
was, as he knew, in firm friendfhip and alliance with the Englifh, and that any demands upon him at thﬁ
head of an army laying wafte to his country, would fwered by the Englith forces in all parts o
India, who never would fuffer a people under theproteltions iflrefled and plundered under an

pretence whatfoever; that accounts fhould be fettled between their Télpw.Cive aghits in the ufual malﬂ
ner, and if any thing was due from the Nabob of Arcot, your goo offike.Should be employedfin
hringing the matter.to an amicable canclyfiqn.
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1 then proceeded to inform him, that the Board had defired me to communi-
cate to him their opinions and refolutions +; and then I gave him the fubftance of
them by the interpretation of Mr. Stracey.

On the 1t and 2d he made no obfervation.

To the 3d he faid the Marattas had no claim of any kind on him, except
the Choute, and to that they had no other right than force.

To the 4th and gth Ladded a further remark, that the infult to the Company was
increafed by this circumfbance; that they did not feem to think us of confideration
enough to be applied to direltly ; their language has generally been, that they
expect the Nabpb to join them, and to bring the Englith (or the Faringees) with
him. The Nabob faid, that only proceeded from their looking upon him and
the Company as one;. that if I chofe, the Vackeel fhould immediately apply
to us.

To the 6th, no obfervation.
To the 7th, he would do as we pleafe.
To the 8th, he would aét with us in all things, and would not feparate.

To the gth and 10th, he feemed deeply affeted, and faid it feemed to him
from thofe articles, that we expected more money from him ; that he had no money,
and could not even undertake to pay the Lack of Pagodas due to the end of Ja-
nuary for the Jaghire Kift if -the Marattas camc into the country. ¢ Then, Sir, our
¢ cale is defparate indeed, for we have no more than the four Lacks of Pagodas you
¢ have promifed to reimburfe us,—and when that is gone, ruin muft follow.”” I put
him in mind of his engagements, in February laft, to reimburfe the Company the
money they might expend in current charges on his account every three or four
months, and to pay kis creditors ten Lacks of Pagodas in 1he courfe of this year.—
¢ True,” { id he, * Umriut, i. e. in cafe of tranquillity ;” I anfwered, ¢ There has
‘¢ been treaquillity to this time,”—(Nabob) ¢ Do you call this tranquillity ? I
¢ have n’ moncy :” ¢ And, Sir, we have none, but the four Lacks of Pagodas.
(Naboti) ¢ And how then can you think of my making war upon the Marattas
¢ I do'not mean to make war; I defire peace ; but if they attack us, we muft de-
¢ fena ourfelves, and therefore I muft again beg to know what affiftance of money
¢ we inight depend on from him;*" he faid, * The four Lacks of Pagodas, and
““ pJ more, if the Marattas came into the country.”

To 11thand 12th, he faid he would give orders accordingly.

To 13th and “N\gth, ,;_‘\".:'iuc'}:ould fay nothing ; he left it to us to.do:as we
thotght beft; he waMuhder our protection.

+ Vide page 1421,
" Finding





