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TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE.

””""‘—-Wm_“-_-—

Is the fecond Number of Ma-
jor OuseLEY’s Oriental Colle&ions,
page 19 5,” are the following Query
and Reply. ¢ Are the Tales of
¢« INATULLA, {aid to be tranflated
« by Colonel Dow, genuine, or not ?
¢« They certainly are. The original
* work is called the BAHAR-DA-
® NUSH, Or SPRING OF KNOw-
* LEDGE. ' Colone!l Dow has not
« tranflated above one third part of

a € jt.
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¢ it. 'The avidity with which the
« Engliflr tranflation and French
¢ re-tranflation have been bought
¢ up, might encourage fome in-
« genious orientalift to give the
«¢ remainder of thefe tales an Eu-
¢ ropean drefs.”

The above remark encouraged
me to attempt the verfion of the
remainder of a work, part of which
is faid to have been fo favourably
received.

Curiofity, however, having led
me to compare Dow’s performance
with the Perfic, I found it fo widely
diftant from it, even to the infer-
tion of whole tales not in the
original, that I conceived a new

tranflation
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tranflation, of the entige work
might not be unacceptdble.  Six
of the ftories only have been
omitted, for reafons which will
be feen in an appendix to the

lat volume.

I truft the following verfion
will be found as literal as our
language would allow. For its
ftyle I hope it may be allowed
to obferve in excufe, that it is
fcarcely poflible to give in Englith
the involved and lengthened pe-
riods (fometimes filling nearly a
page) of the Perfian, without
fome degree of harthnefs; nor is
it eafy to avoid tautology in pre-
ferving the fynonymies and com-
pound epithets fo abundant in

az eaftern
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eallern defcription. That redune
dance of expreflion which we
juftly avoid as a blemifh, 1s by
oriental writers introduced as a
beauty, not only into their figu-
rative cempolitions, but cven hif-
torics and works of a graver fort.
From the latter, of which the
falts orly are required, this {uper-
fluous ornament may allowedly be
rejcted by a compiler; but in
tranflating the effufions of oriental
fancy, the imagery muft be firictly
preferved, or we fhould lofe that
originalnefs which we with to
obtain — Whether worth having,
is another queftion.

It is poffible fome of the tales
may be thought rather too free;
but
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but they could not be omitted with-
out injuring the conneftion of the
work. They fhew, however, (for
they are certainly jult pictures of
eaftern manners) the cruel ty-
ranny of the haram, and fhameful
ignorance in  which women are
kept in Afia, to be deftrutive to
purity of mind and condu&, and
prove the fuperiority which li-
berty, ecducation, and well me-
rited confidence give to the fair
fex of this happy ifland and other
unrevolutionized parts of Europe.

I hope the notes will be found
ufeful in explaining many paflages;
but it is impoffible to convey, fo
clearly as could be withed, to the
comprehenfion of ftrangers to

a3 Afiatic
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Afiatic fcenery, thofe figurative
allufioiis, which to feel the juft
force of, we fliould fee the ob-
jedls on which their propriety
depends. Of the impartiality of
iny remarks on Dow’s wide de-
parture from the original, and the
adherence of this tranllation, the
orientaiift may, if thought worth
while, form a judgment, by con-
fulting the Perfian of Eina:ot
OOLLAH in the Britifli Mufeum.

Since thefe volumes were print-
ed off, in confequence of a fhort
fpecimen publiflied with the Per-
fian text, and the tranflation of a
tale from an Arabic Manufcript
of the One Thoufand and One
Nights, given alfo with the text,

in
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in Major Ouseley’s Oriental
CoUeftions, the following obferva-
tion has appeared in the Britiih
Critic.

We are happy to fee any new
publication announced from the ‘able
pen of fo excellent a Perfian fcholar
as the author of the Hiftory of Dek-
kan; but we fincerely wifh he had
chofen a fubjedl more worthy of his
talents thanthe T ares of Inatitii.a,
andthe A ravian Nignhts. He will
pardon us for hinting, on how much
nobler a ta™k he would be engaged, in
obliging the world with a new corredt
verlion of Ferisnta’s large Hiftory j
or the Commentaries of aber, Writ-
ten by that Sultan himfelf. With
refpeft to the fpecimen here exhibited,
it does him the higheft credit for the

a4 accuracy



Vm TRANSLATOR S PREFACE.

accuracy and elegance of thevcrlionj

but thefe only make us the more

regret the mifapplicatlon ofiiis powers.””
BRITISH CRITIC, JULY, 1799.

By the favourable opinion ex-
prefled in the above remark, of
my attempts as a Perfian fcholar,
I eannot but feel highly gratified j
and it would afford me real fatis-
faftion to redeem the mifapplicatlon
of talent the candid Reviewer re-
grets, by making the tranflations he
recommends, had I not experienced
that oriental hiftory meets not in
this country a fale any way ade-
quate to the labour and expenfe of
publication. Ferishta’s Hiftory
of Dekkan, though, gratifyingly
to my wiflaes, approved of by the

public
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publir judges* of literature, has not®

| fear, reimburfed the worthy book-
feller who purchafed from me five
hundred copies. That | was not a
Jofer by hazarding the printing at

A my own expenTe, was owing to
the liberality of the Honourable
Company, in purchafing forty co-
pies, and indulging me with the
freight of a number fubl'cribed for

in Bengal; alio fome difpofed of to
friends in England. Mr, Stock-

A DALE, however, was made ac-
quainted with this private fale
before he bought the copyright, and

what remained of the impreflion.

With refpeiR: to Ferishta’s
kf~er work, recommended by the
learned Reviewer, the fubftance of

it.
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it, fince the fubjugatlon of Hindoo-
ftan by the Patans and Moguls, is
ah eady before the public in the two
volumes of Colonel Dow, and, tho’
far from a literal tranflation, they
detail the fadls of the originjl with
fufficient exadnefs. As to the other
parts of Fekishta, namely the
Hiilories of each Province of Hin-
dooftan, from the earlieft Mahum-
medan conquefls, to their gradual
redudlion by the Patan Emperors
and thofe of the Houfe of T imur,
the principal events are fo interwoven
with the occurrences related in the
reigns of the two latter Dynafties,
by Dow, that a verfion of thenfi
would atford, | fear, but little new
information or amufement to the
reader; confequently hardly reward

the
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the labour of tranflation and expenfe

of printing.

The Commentaries of Baber
| had once an intention of tranflat-
ing; but, on perufal, laid it aiide,
as | found them by no means fo
interefting as | expeded. Details
of numerous battles, in which
the harfli names of Tartarian chiefs
occupy much of every pa”e, would,
I thought, rather dilguft than a-
mufe; and of fuch the volume is
principally compofed. The grand
events of his reign have already been
given by Dow from Ferjshta.
Sultan Baber, it is true, notices
fome objects of natural hiftory and
art in the journal of his conqueft
of Hindooftan ; but they have been

much
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much better defcribed by European
travellers at the clofe of the laft
and beginning of this century. He
wrote too in Turkifh, and the two
copies of the Perfian. tranflation®
which | have feen, were fo full of
errata, as in very many parts to be
unintellitrible.  One of them be-
longed to Piofeffor w nite, the
other to myfelf. In the original,
Sultan Baber may poffibly appear
to more advantage as a writer.

In apology for mifapplying what
fkill 1 may poffefs as an orient-
alift in the tranflation of Perfian
and Arabic Tales, | muft after aH
confefs, that | am conftrained to
look for feme addition to IncomC
fi.om niy Hudies. HTftory was my

favourite
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favourite one: but my bookfeller
and reading friends tell me, that
Tales will fuit them better than
the operations of an Akber, a
,Jehaungeer, dShaw Jehaun,
oran Aurungzebe. | hope they
will not be miftaken. Of the prin-
ces of the Houle of Timur, there
are indeed valuabic hidories on the
fhelves of our libraries both public
and private. Of Akber, in three
folio volumes, by tlie celebrated A-
Bou Fuzzul | Of Shaw Jehaun,
in the fame number. The latter
work isin particular well worth tran-
flating, as it details not only the
adtions of the emperor, but much
curious matter relative to the an-
cient hiftory of all the Provinces,
with ample accounts of the produc-

tions
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tions both of nature and art.  Such
a labour, however, as a verfion of
this work muft neceflarily prove,
requires an encouragement w'hich
no bookfeller can hazard giving,
to the tranflator, though with the
fure hope of its becoming gradually
a library book, a flattering term to
the future fame of the author, yet
terribly opprelTive to his prefent
fituation. In fhort, until the Hon.
India Company, or the Univerlities,
ihall extend their patronage of eaft-
ern literature to at leaft the gra-
tuitous printing of its tranflation,
we muft not he furprized at
Perfian and Arabian Tales from
Orientalifls, who in general can-
not afford to wait f(;r the flow
return of a library book.

What
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What has been done for Mr.
Maurice, WhO has concentrated
in his publications much that is
ferviceable to religion from oriental
ftudies ? What has been done for
Major ouseLEY, who, to a per-
fed: acquaintance with claffical li-
terature, unites a knowledge of
Hebrew, Syriac, Turkifh, Arabic
and Perfian, which, properly en-
couraged, would make his Oriental
Colledtions a fund of elegant and
ufeful information ?— Nothing !



ERRATA.

* voL. 1.

Prefatory Introduflion, page xxv, for Oolla, reidOollah.
Page 98, for wo/d, read mculd.

Page 144, for clomh” read climhed.

voL. II.
Page 150, in the note, forfieer, read Jiarling, the AjWcr
term being provincial.

voL. 111,
Page 85, for au/cpicious, read aufficious.
Page 130, for terms, read f earls-

Page 139, for clomb” read climbed.
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IR Wittiam Jones has
juftly obferved, that prefatory in-
trodudlions have been generally
omitted by tranflators, though they
always contain the richell Itores of
language, as Perfian authors gene-
rally exert in them their utmoft
powers of rhetoric. The orientalift
who may have read the originals of
the Prefaces and Introdudlion to
the BAHAR-DANUSH, knows, that
they are efteemed as models ot
corapolition, and very difficult to
tranflate.



PREFATORY INTRODUCTION.
BY
MAHUMMUD SALEH,

PUPIL AND FRIEND OF IHE AUTHOR,

EINAIUT OOLLAH.

This Preface is wholly omitted in Dow’s
paraphrafe, or rather fummary, (for it cannot
with any propriety be called a tranflation) of
part of the following work.



IN THE NAME OF GOD,
THE CLEMENT, THE MERCIFUL.

T he fitteft Introduftion to
the moft pure volume of creation,
and mofl becoming ornament of the
pages of knowledge and learning,
is the praife of the Lord, the
Beftower of "Wifdom, Creator of
Speech, and Revealer of the Pro-
perties of Invention and Produdlion;
W ho, in his wonderful volumes
and original performances, has given
ample teftimony of his Omni-
potence — from the Moon dov/n to

the
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the FiQi — and, from the Atom up
to the Sun, has proclaimed the de-
claration of his own divine Unity
of Perfon, and fupreme Self-exift-
ence. The fpeech of the hlefled,
inwardly-wakeful, from the light
of his properties is ever brilliantly
eloquent; and the hearts of the
virtuous, like purity itfelf, from the
iplendid rays of the comprehenfion
of his qualities, are objefts of envy
to the dazzling beams of the fun
and moon.

O munificent Beftower of orna-
ment on the diverfified afTemblage
of creation ! Such differing appear-
ances and variegated defigns-—except
the pen of thy omnipotence — what
could
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could delineate on the pages of ap-
pearance ? Excepting thy confum-
mate fkill, what could difplay, in
this many-coloured fcenery, fuch
variety of differing forms and con-
trafted manners ?

VERSE.

Thou makeft of duft a beautiful body:

And thou canft reduce it again to duft.

Thou produceft from the heart of the
rock

Ruby-coloured fparks, and the (park-
flalhing ruby.

From thy fkill arofe matter and being ;

Under thy controul are time and "ace.

As for the fpeculations of the
myftery-weighing balancers of fate
and defliny, have they not accumu-

lated
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lated fuch a mafs of difficulty in
defining the fubtilties of thy opera-
tions, as they cannot explain ? ------
/itnd on the tongue of the paradox-
folving acutenefs of the moft emi-
nent in fcience and philofophy — in
fearching into the origin of thy
fublime properties—has not fuch an
impediment fallen, that it cannot
cxprefs them ?

Monftrous vanity and felf-fuf-
ficiency ' — On a fubjeft, on which
the moft pure inhabitants of the
higheft heavens confefs their ina-
bility of comprehenlion, and the
profound refledtion (equal to moft
abftrufities) ofthe fublimely-minded
dw'ellers of the upper world, in

examining
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examining the minuteft point of his
divine qualities, owns its ignorance
and defedt------------ What powers
can there exift in us lingerers in the
cell of mortality and decay, with
fuch inferior abilities, that we fliould
fancy ourfelves able to meafure the
labyrinth of the unbounded regions
of his Divinity — ?.0rto us, pur-
fuers of vanity and weakly-founded
conjedlure, with fuch degraded na-
ture— What ability is there------
that we fliould, with the labour of
thought, or ken of fpeculation, dif-
cover applicable attributes to diftin-
guifli his all-glorious Majefty ?

Since then it is evident to the

explorers of the path of wifdom,
and
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and this clear propofition needs not
the elucidation of further argument,
namely, that the defbdtive contem-
plations of M an, with the afliftance
of his weakly-founded faculties,
cannot fuitably praife the fublime
Inventor of Speech ; and that the
Creature, With the calculations
of idea and the line of conjefture,
cannot meafure the fur~ce of Thk
Creator’s glories;—— —With-
drawing, therefore, the raeflenger
of fpeculation from winding farther
this hazardous path------ 1 proceed
to give new beauty, vividnefs, and
glow to the perpetually blooming
rofe-garden of eloguence, by kind-
ly (howers from the fky of bounty;
namely, by the aufpicious piaife of

the



INTRODUCTION. XiX

the Sublime in Dignity,* worthy of
the diftinguifhed falutation, “ If
“ thou hadft not exiftcd, I would
** not have created the Heavens.” [

The expanfe of the feven grada-
tions of the orb of the univerfe,
from the fpace-adorning rays of his
perfeflions, received undecaying
fplendour; and the truth-flafhing
edidts of facred miflion from the di-
van of Omnipotence acquired the
glory of promulgation, by being
iffued in the name of that moft
perfed Being, and thus declaring,
“ What God firft created, was
« Light.”s

b O bril-

* Mahummud.
* A quotation from the Koraun.
* Quotalicn from the Koraun.
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@) brilliant pearl of the fea of

bounty, the clear luftxe of the words
of whofe miraculous compofition,

has made the facrcd collar of the
humble contemplative, the horizon
of the fun of truth 1* O ineftimable
gem of the mine of exiftence, the
rays of whofe enlightening fcrip-
ture, clearly proving the important
truths of divine revelation, are as a
lamp placed before the face to point
out the path of true knowledge to
the wanderers in the darknefs of
error!

In his moft pure praife, if my
fpeech fhould boaft itfelf with exul-
tation.

Alluding to the bowed pollure in which
dirvelbes lit when in profound mufings.
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tatlon, it may be allowed; or fliould
| compare the ftrokes of my pen to
the rays ofthe fun, it may be permit-
ted ; for | have to delineate expref-
fions from my tongue, becoming
the qualities of a perfonage fo exalt-
ed, that the Lord of heaven wrote
the volume of the world in his fub-
lime name. The omnipotent De-
figner of Eloquence, in order to
grace the poetry of general exift-
ence, made his aufpicious name the
exordium of the Dewan* of crea-
tion, and his perfon, far above all
human praife, the (Mukkutta) bafis
of the eulogy of the true faith.

b 2 VERSE.

* A volume of odes.
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VERSE.

His praife giveth animation to the tongue;

Repetition of his name moifteneth the
mouth.

The true faith from him gained efti-
mation;

Mankind addrefs him as their fovereign
l.ord.

The efience of whofe perfeftions is the
Koraun,

How is it poffible that human nature
fhould defcribe ?

The eloguent reed,” planted in

a bountiful foil, having, by virtue of
the above heart-pleafing fubjedl and
fublime difcuffion, been fpiring like
the fugar-cane to a ftandard of true
fweetnefs j and from the aufpicious
influence

The pen.
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influence of fuch a fancy-warming
theme, having, like the arrow of
the heavens, become the gaze ofthe
admirers of compofition; | proceed
to grace the ears of time with a
newJy invented pendant of rhetoric,
by writing an introdudlion to the
following fablime volume, juftly
meriting applaufe and fuccefs, which
the judgment of truth has entitled
The Garden of Knowledge,
and which was compofed in the
year of the hijherra one thoufand
and fixty one.*

What gives brilliancy to the
contents of this compofition, and
b 3 charms

" Anno Domini 1650, in the Reign of the

Emperor Shaw Jchaun.
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charms to the beauty of this narra"
tive, is, the Hiftory of the Loves of
the Adorner of the Throne of the
court of Elegance and Grace, the
exalted Prince Jehaundar Shaw,
and of the Light of the Lamp of
the Recefs of Royalty and Chaftity,
the Princefs Bherawir Banou ;
with relations fuitable to the cir-
cumftances of thofe enamoured and
conftant perfonages. The whole
are pourtrayed fully, by the truth-
delineating pen of the mafter of
compofition, the informed in the
rules of elegant writing and forms
of rhetoric, difplayer of the varieties
of language, arranger of the beauties
of fele™ compilation, poffefTor ofthe
refleding mirror of the vilions of

fancy.



INTRODUCTION. XXV

fancy, adwner of the nuptial cham-
ber of invention, ornamenter of the

audience fopha of the brides of.
novelty, gracer of the aflembly of
newly eftabliflied phrafes, defigner
of the garden of diverfified ex-
preffion, the Ikilled in the powers
of language, the afylum of litera-
ture, the fully-acquainted with the
pulfe of the pen, the informed
of the conflitution of eloquence,
Einaiut Ootta, Whofe bofom
friend is elegant didiion, and rhetoric
has innate conneclion with his
‘nature.

The flave travelling -in the path
of affedlion, and cherifhed with the

fait"*of true attachment, devoted to
b 4 the

“ That is, nourifbed by his bounty.
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the path of the defcendants of
M ahummui), Sa1eh—WhO, With
that virtuous perfonage (Einaiut
Oot1a) enjoys the connexion of
relation and pupil—In attempting to
difplay fome account of his produc-
tion, hath thus expreffed his own
ideas, and to the extent of his ability
(with good intention) given a fpe-
cimen of the elegant bloffoms
(phrafes) of this newly difcovered
fhrub in the garden of ingenuity;
Whofe various beauties of high im-
port excite admiration, and whofe
diverfified elegancies, infpiring ve-*
neration, exceed all praife. The in-
trodudlion of them into the circle
of compofition rifes fuperior to the
plaudits of the mod vivid fancy, and

the
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the brilliancy- of their elegancies'
difdains the flattery (ornaments) of
verfe or profe, or the borrowed
luftre of comparifon or metaphor.

Praife be to God! What a
flower garden is this, the creation of
fpring, at fight of the brilliancy of
whofe Venus-like bloflbms, the luf-
tre-beaming lamps of the firmament
become faint ! The fafcinating glow
and the dazzling variety of the
Soheil *“like tulip-bed of its pro-
dudions exceed the fancy of the
moft profound heaven-meafuring
conception.  The epithets of it,
fparkling brightly as the gem-be-
fpangled train of the milky way,

have

“ A liar {o named.
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have exhaufted the mines of Bud-
dukfliaun; ” and its phrafes, with
the warm expreflion of grace, like
the garden of Ibrahim/ have illu-
mined with true light the fight of
the followers of reafon.

So dignified is the fubjedt, that
it will not yield its fubftance to
the

e The country in which are found tlic fineft
rubies.

P According to tradition, Ibrahim, or Abra-
ham, by order of Nimrod, the King of Chaldea,
was caft into a vail fire, from which by the
angel Gabriel he was delivered unhurt. It it
faid, that the fire became felt by Abraham only
as an odoriferous air, and that the pile ap-
peared as a pleafant meadow to him, though
upwards of two thoufand of the idolatious by*
IlUnders were deftroyed by the fcorching heat,
—Vide Sale’s Koraun, vol. ii. page 159.
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the fcales of fummary del'cription j
and fo important is its purport, that
the definition of it comes not with-
in the limit of abbreviation or circlc
of compreffion, owing to the wante
of proper terms and phrafes.

From the graceful flow of ftile,
the fentences trail along the alleys
of beauty upon the Illvered paper,
like the umbrclla-fpreading pea-
cocks of paradife. The azure-
clothed natives ofthe contents, who
are the envy of the adorners of the
courts of heaven, by their enchant-
ing fmiles, have given fpirit to the
wine of expreffion, and fafcinated
our hearts. The exquifitely delicate
whitenefs of the pages, like tlie

filver-
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filver-woven tiflue of the dawn, is
illumined by the rays of the fun of
eloquence.  The amber-mingled
jettinefs of the entwilled lines, you
would fancy to be the mufky-co-
loured trefles of fair-faced damfels,
arranged to fafcinate the fun.

The fpace between the written
lines is as a river, bank-full of the
water of life; and the -curling
waves of the words, as expanded
fnares for the royal falcon of the
fight of its voyagers. The funbul-
twining curvatures of the letters,
fpreading {hade on each border, re-
femble truly the amber-tinged locks
of beautiful nymphs refledled in a
mirror. You may fay, that the in-

toxicated
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toxicated with the wine of beauty
fleep upon its margin, or that the
vigil keepers of night, whofe minds
are wakeful as the dawn, have, like
Jefus, taken up their rtations at the
fountain of the fun.’

Without exaggeration, this work,
a true fummary of the charms of
love, and a compendium of the ex-
cellencies of beauty and elegance, is
a perfedt code of knowledge, to
enumerate the graces of which is
wholly needlefs.

The

* If anything can juftify fuch figurative allu-
fion as the above, or reduce it to the reader’s
coraprehenlion, it is an illuminated Perfian Manu-
fcript, adorned with gold and the moil brilliantly
coloured flowers.
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The defigner of this delightful
garden alfo, without expeding other
reward or gratification than applaufe
and fame, the moft defirable objedts
of genius, though in every quarter
of it thoufands of blooming flowers
of rhetoric (which, from abundant
richnefs of fenfe, and fweetncfs of
contents, will add to the pkafurable
fenfations of the difbiples of learning
and knowledge) abound, has gene-
roufly beftowed it on the travellers
of the road of literature.

VERSE.

The charafters of this volume would
ornament a garden of flowers ;
Each line of it refembles a grove of
funbul.’
From

N What tree or flirub I know not.
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From its tajfteful defign, and diverfified

ftile.

It appears as a colleftion of flowers
elegantly arranged.

When the copylft’s hand, preparing to
write,

Applies the mifter * to his page.

The water of life fo fwells from the
paper,’

That the thread of the mifter becomes a
thread of life.

He who would juftly praife its brilliancy
and grace,

Muft immerge his pen in the fountain
of the fun.

In polifti it equals the cleareft mirror.

For,

*The mifter is a piece of pafteboard, acrofi
which are fixed lines of thin twift at equal
diftances. With it the oriental copyifts mark
the pages with lines, much more regularly than
Can be done with our rulers.

* The fine filky paper rifes fomewhat between
the impreffed lines of the twift.



XXXIV PREFATORY

For, its figures refled exa6t refemblances.

The flow of the lines of its pages

Abounds in lucid graces of expreffion.

When | would delineate its elegance of
meaning,

I am obliged to borrow its own phrafes
for expreffion of its praife.

When tranfcribing its pages became my
employment.

The pith of my pen became the pith of
eloquence.

My fancy fo gathered the flowers of its
beauties.

That my pen became a tafteful arranger
of garlands.

However ill-adapted the above
trifles of drofs and paftes are, to be
ftrung together with fuch brilliant
gems of real laftre, or to mingle
with their true water in the affem-
blage of ornament------ Yet, as the

rofe-
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rofe-garden has no refuge from 'the
thorn, or the ocean from the wreck
and weeds upon its beach, my hum-
ble offerings may in fome way ferve
the preparer of the mufnud of the
divan of elegance, as herbs to ftrew
the path under the feet of the
charmers of the Garden of

Eloquence.

I hope that the leaves of this
variegated parterre of literature will
be preferved, like thofe of the more
curious rofes, from the fpoliation of
the nightingales of the garden of
Irim, and from the fafcinations of
the locks of the funbul of the man-
fions of paradife; and that this

volume, by the gracious approba-
C tion
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tioii of the publick at large, will
difFufe the luftre of the beams of
truth, and become a juftly-refied-
ing mirror of nature — that it will
be valued as a light and lamp to
the minds of the examiners of com-
pofition, and efteemed as the garden
and fpring of the ideas of readers of
true tafte— that its inky glofs, like
the black circle of the pupil of the
eye, (Iriking the view of the learned,
may, from the piercing impreffion
give, like the Night of Power,' the
boon of eloquence.

VERSE.

' The night in which Mahummud it faid to
have afcendcd to heaven; on the anniverfary of
which, the praters of devotees are believed to
be effeiluai; but the faithful _Adiffer refpefting
the date.
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VERSE.

In this narrative, abounding in enter-
tainment.

Which will afford gratification to the
ingenious.

The curioufly-depiding pen hath pour-
trayed

The ftory of the amours of two cele-
brated perfonages.

Every letter of it is an index to the
enamoured;

It is tile volume of the deftiny of lovers.

The language and didion are new and
diverfified.

Like the flowers of verdant fpring col-
leding beauties.

From its contents, which diffufe Iplen-
dour.

May the regions of Hindooftan be
illumed 1

=}



PREFACE

OF THE AUTHOR,

EINAIUT OOLLAH.

This is alio wholly omitted by Dow.



IN THE NAME OF GOD,
THE CLEMENT, THE MERCIFUL.

T he robe, giving ornament
to the Preface of Eloquence, is,
Praife of the Omnifcient; who,
having fubjedled the dominions of
expreffion, by the medium of the
fword of fpeech, to the various na-
tions of mankind, has proclaimed
through the regions of the univerfe
the Khootbeh * of fupremacy in his
own moft exalted name. Having

c4 endued

Proclamation or prajer uftd in the mofquM,
in which the Sovereign’s titles are recited.
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endued the fword ofthe tongue with
the keen edge of expreffion, he en-
trufted to the grafp of its power
the keys of the climates of oratory.

HEMISTICH.

The wife Creator of Speech to
the tongue.

The mofl excellent produdion
of fpeech, is laud ofthe prophet; to
adore whofe exalted qualities, the
Spirit of God' runneth to and fro
in the fourth heaven, and Mofes,
like a turtle-dove, in the garden of
his perfe6lions, breathes the melody
of rapture and defire. He was the
laft of divine miffionaiies, and the
feal of prophecy.

Next
' The Meffiah.



'author’ preface. xliii

Next to. the adoration of the Artifl
without vifible inftruments, and laud
of the Adorner of the chief feat of
divine miflion, the moft acceptable
fubjefl is the praife ofthe fhadow of
the Moil: Pure, the Monarch of the
prefent time j the footftool of whofe
throne, from the numerous kifTes of
kings, is become indented like the
heavens, and the collar of fubjeftion
to his power is become fixed like fate
ou the necks of princes and rulers.

The Fughfoor” of China, and
the Khakaun" of Khoten, are glean-
ers from the harvefl: of his bounty.
His fame refembles the fun, as the

impreffion
« By the orientals the Emperor of China is fo

filled v

» The Emperor of Tartary.
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impreflioo does the feal. From
envy of the fragrance of his liberal
nature, the blood chills in the heart
of the Nafeh* of Tartary; and
froin dread of the tempeft of his
fword, his enemies crouch under
the fhelter of their armour.  From
fear of the faperintendants of his
jufHce, the wolf has adopted the
profeffion of a fhepherd j and thro’
akrm at the tread of his charger,
the tiger flies like the flock before
the wolf.

Chief of the Sovereigns of the
Age, Star of the Faith of Mahum-
mud. Second Lord of the Conjunc-
tions, Shaw Jehaun, Emperor fight-

ing

e The mulk bag, as taken from the muUc goat.
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ing for the Faith, Conqueror of
the World.

VERSE.

Inheritor of the kingdom of Solo-
mon ; in genius like Hyder, ~ expanding
round the horizon of the world the
juftice of Omar.'

r One of the titles of the Caliph Ali.
* The third Caliph.



INTRODUCTION

BY THE AUTHOR.

T o minds like the fun, and hearts
(twin-brothcrs of the morning) of
the defigners of the Garden of Elo-
quence and fcience, and orators of
exalted genius, let it not remain
concealed—That on a certain day,
in the feafon of joy and delight, and
at a period of mirth and pleafure
when—from the impreffions of the

bounty
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bounty of the fovereign of the pla-
nets, the furface of the earth, like
the expanfe of the firmament, was
tinged with azure, and the plats of
the gar<lens, from their abundant
NulTereen and Nufterrun,* excited
the envy ofdie Perraem and Perrun”
—1, at the requeft of certain rnind-
according friends, made an excurfion
to the country.

There, | beheld the cap-bearer
of the cloods, inthe manner of the
noble-minded, (howering bounty
on tihc fortunately-llarred people of
the world. The earth, with all her
lieadin-effi, from the pleafing intoxi-

cation

* Names of flowers.
* The Pleiades.
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cation of moifture, dilclofed the fe*
crets of her bofom, like the incau-
tious man. The defignerofipring
had delineated variegated fketches
on the tablets of the branches, and
the wonder-writing penman ofom-
nipotence had flourifhed on the
pages of the rofe-garden diverfified
fpecimens in the flowery charadier.*

The attiring zephyr had adorned
the brides of the fhrubbericsj and
the green-robed natives of the gar-
den had imbibed wine in the agate
cups of the tulip. The breeze of
fpring, like the mu/k of Tartary,
perfumed the fenfation of nature
with fragrance from the Nafeh of

the

* Wid:ing fo called.
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the rofe j and the brides of verdure,
with heart-delighting charms and
world-adorning beauty, wrefted the
prize of fuperiority from the nymphs
of Khulje and the ftatues of No-
fliaud. The water flowing from the
refervoirs over the enamelled ver-
dure, feemed to the eye of the
beholder like the milky w'ay of the
heavens. The fanciful colouring of
fpring, in the diverfified aflembkges
of the garden, had in the branches
of the funbul, and the leaves of the
tulip and the rofe, mingled as it
were vermillion with mufk.

Melody-fwelling birds, on the
emerald-tinged tablets of the groves,
like infants in a fchool, twhittered

fropi



BY THE AUTHOR. li

from their little throats the Abjud*
of ecftacyj and the nightingale, at
light of the beauteous ruby-vefted
charmers of the rofe-tree, filled the
gardens with the harmonious jug-
jug' of his thoufand drains. The
cup-bearer of fortune prefented to
us, loiterers in the banqueting room
of this perifhable manfion of enter-
tainment, fparkling wine from the
ftores of fpring, and with it the
ecftacy of liberation from care.
I
The moiftened herbage, from
the agitations of the gale, waved
like a fea. From the frefti (hoots of
the Sunbul, and the branches of the
d Zum-

* Pronunciation of fyllables,
* May | ufe this word ?
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Zummeerun/ the mouth of the
Chore' was filled with muPi; and
the lips of the Antelope, from the
leaves of the Arghwaun and Shuk-
kaiek Neimaun,“were, like the beak
of the paroquet, red as coral.

VERSE.

Expanded upon the funimit of every
mountain.

Was an emerald-coloured fpace, the rc-
fort of birds.

From the tops of the hills to the fandy
plain.

Flowers were dcpidled in every variety.

In every grove rofe the waving cyprefs.

From every fpring the ftream ran freely.*

The

* What flower | know not.

* A fpecies of deer.
* Whether lhrubi or flower* | cannot tell.
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The rofe expofed itfelf from every open-

ing.
Rending the vefture of the bud into an

hundred fragments.

The chearfulnefs of the bloom-
ing natives of fpring; the melodious
notes of the fongfters ofthe groves;
the wanton babblings of the
ftreamlets of the brooks; the
kav7 of the gracefully-pacing
Tudderoo;* the boundings of the
enamelled-footed Antelope; and the
vaunting attitudes of the peacock
with his jewel-fpangled train, fo
imprefled the foul of this admirer
ofthe various myfteries of the FROM
EVER EXISTING GOD, that my

d 2 mind,
‘ Probably the pheafant.

In the or'gmaf, Bechoon, i, e. without a When,

iiterat'm.
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mind, which, from the ill accord-
ance of fortune was folded up like
the bud, bloffomed kindly as the
rofe, and the goblet of my heart
overflowed with the wine of ecftacy.

As the joy-exciting foftnefs of
that flowery fpot refemblingparadife,
had attracted the fkirts of our hearts,
a delightful aflbciation enfued, and
a feledt afl*emblage, unintruded upon
by ftrangers, like the correfpond-
ence of the mirror with the eye of
purity, took place. Some of my
friends, worfhippers of appearances,
were enchanted, like the nightin-
gale, with the fcent and colour of
the rofe and flowers. At one time
they quaffed from the cup of the

tulip
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tulip the wine of defire; and at
another, from a glance at the cheek
of the jafmine and the countenance
of the nulTurrun, received abundant
rapture. Others of my companions,
fearchers after truth, in examining
the beauty of his workmanlhip,
found traces of the Inventor’s per-
feflion ; and from his beautiful
fketchcs, comprehending the con-
fummate fkill of the Artift’s pencil,
like the contemplative devotee,
drank to the bottom of the wine
of truth fiom the ftores of
Unity } and, enchanted with the
harmony of the chorifters of the
groves, after the maimer ofthe Soo-
fies © enraptured by melody, began

» d3 the

* An order of Perllan devotcej.
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the Wujd” of ecftacy. Each ac-
cording to his feelings and capacity,
impreffcd by the charms of the
brides of differing graces, namely,
the cheriflied on the couch of fpring,
became infpired with the wine of
heavenly lovcj and, agreeably to
the varied fubje(ft, was compofing
melodies of delight and fymphonies
of rapture. Freeing the foot of the
heart from the ikirt of care, they,
like the fofun and cyprefs, tolled into
the air the caps of independence.

At this crifis, advancing with
innumerable graces, engaging man-
ners, friendly fmiles, and affable
looks, approached us a young bramin

of

* The myftic fong and dance of dimfhcs.
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of fuch elegance of perfou, that the
goddefles themfelves wilhed to bow
to the niche of the arch of his
eyebrows, and the devotee longed
to weave a zinnar for hislheart from
the amber-tinged ringlets of his
locks.. The bede chaunters"” of the
garden, enraptured at the fight ofhis
cheeks, began the Zumzumma,”and
the Sofun” whith his ten tongues,
captivated by his infidel (black)
curis, founded hymns in his praife.

d4 Down

e The birds.
el want a word. It mean$ that mental

Biebdy felt by a mafter when compo/ing.
» What flower I know not. It is always
likened to the tongue by Periian poets, and

from the above figure has, | fuj~ofe, ten petal*.



Iviii JNTRODUCTION

i Down his illumined afpedt, ring-
lets entwined like ferpents were
enfolded, and from envy of his
moon-fafcinating countenance, the
weftern fun funk like an atom into
duft. His fingers, in beauty and
flendernefs appearing as the Yed
Bieza,” or like rays of the fun,
being tinged with Hinnafeemed
branches of tranfparent red coral.
His teeth, clear as pearl, from envy
of which the pearl itfelf would fade
in luftre, (hone between his lips like
the clufter of pleiades in the corruf-
cations of the dawn of morning.
Indications of genius blooming upon

his
The miraculoully fhining hand of Moiet.

' The leaves of a lhrub, uled by the orien*
tals to tinge the hands and foies of the feet.
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his afpedl, glowed brightly as the
tinge upon the rofe; and the beams
of good fenfe, from his expreffive
countenance, glanced like the rays
of the fun; His feature was as a
kindly fhrub in the garden of beauty,
and his appearance, as the moon at
the fourteenth day, laved in the
feven fountains of the fun.

VERSE.

Moft ftriking verfe of the volume of
perfeftion \

King of kings in the regions of beauty !

Envy ofthe cheek of the heavenly moon !

Difturber (from rivalry) of the garden
cyprefs !

His fteps reminded you of the
Tudderoo on the mountains; and
when
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when he flood, he caft an hundred
thoufand cords of the fenfe of infe-
riority on the untamed cyprefs.

At his approach our fenfes for-
fook usi and when he fat down,
exclamations of furprize efcaped us.
My companions, till now bufied in
examining flowers and flirubs, broke
their pens inftantaneoufly over the
names of the green-robed natives of
the groves and elegantly-formed off
fpring of the garden. Their eyes,
like the nergus, became ftretched to
the utmoft in gazing at the rofeate
cheeks of this newly dilcovered
ihrub in the plantation of friend-
fhipi and they farmed a circle

' around
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around him, as the halo rouad the
moon. A

The filver-bodied youth of ma-
jcftic deportment, now opening the
fource of the fountain of life, (hed
the heart-engaging pearls of clear-
meaning eloquence over the gar-
ments of my aflembled friends; and,
after the manner of the fkilled in
learning and the verfed in the myf-»
teries of compofition, delivered the
following foul-attradtive fpeech.

* To be thus captivated with

* the tints and odours of flowers
“ and fhrubs, and fafcinated thus
** by the fight of a fair face and
“ external beauty, is fkr from the
** rules
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** rules of wifdom. The flower
** bloometh fcarccly for a week, and
“ borrowed charms can only endure
** for a lhort feafon. To pledge
“ the heart, therefore, to one who
* knows not conftancy, and to flat-
** ter the foul with the enjoyment
* of an objedt that cannot be per-
** manent, true prudence will not
** fandion; nor will a found judg-
* ment, penetrative into fallacies,
approve.”

VERSE.
i
The garden’s bloom has but ftiort

endurance;

** The colour of the rofe but a few days
glow.

** Even grief, which irritates the veins
of life.

Some-
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Sometimes prevails, at others dif-

** appears.”

After this, having, in the lan-
guage of Hindooftan, fketched the
following heart-enticing hiftory,
(which may be ftiled A newly-de-
figned Garden of the Flowers of
Rhetoric) on the tabletof narration;
with fuch an elogquence, that you
would have fuppofed he was pouring
treafured pearls from a ruby cafket,
he thus addrefled me :

*No garden can be more gratify-
ing to the foul, nor any affemblage
of flowers more fragrant to fenfa-

“ tion, than this Ood *of Hindooftan
**|prinkled

= Wood of Aloe«.
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<* fprinkled on the fire of the Parfec,
**in order that the fcent of the lo-
** vers of eloquence may be refrefhed
** py its odour, and the aflembly of
“ fpeech be filled with its fragrancc.
** Doubtlefs, the deftroying arm of
“ autumn would never reach the
** flowers of fuch a beauteous gar-
** den, or the devaftating blafts of
** winter make impreflion on the

fhrubs of fuch an elegant planta-

As thefe liberal remarks becamc
imprelTed upon the pages of my
mind, and the fubflance of his foul-
refreflaing eloquence was imprinted
on the tablet of my heart—I, the
humbleft of the flaves of God,

Einaiut
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Einaiut Oollah, abinder ofthe
Iheaves in the harvell of the mailers
of expreffion, and a grateful depen-
dant on the fervice of the eminent
for fcience and learning—from the
hint of that full-orbed moon of the
firmament of excellence—girded up
the loins of attempt to colleft the
frefh flowers fallen from his gar-
ment, in order to enrich the garden
of Perfic didlion.

The rofeate colouring of epithets
and accordant cadence of periods, |
borrowed from the rofe-likc cheeks
and cyprefs-formed ftature of that
elegantly proportioned model of
exquifite fculpture. Chaftenefs of
expreffion, and propriety of meta-
phor, | copied from the foft lip and

heart-
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heart-delighting form of that felec-
tion of the dewan of excellence.

Having given, with the attiring of
the magic-empowered pen, new
grace to the charmer of compofi-
tion, I have introduced her (hoping
for approval) into the aflembly of
appearance.

As parterre upon parterre of the
Sooree and Sudberg of rhetoric, and
of the Nuffereen and Nufterrun of
eloquent expreflion, bloflom in this
cxtenfive garden., it is entitled. T ne

Spring Season of Learning.'

What a compofition ! It may

be compared to a garden delighting
the

“Or, Gardem of K nowledoe.



BY THE AUTHOR. Ixvii

the fenfes, and efteemed as a rofe-
plat refrefhing to life. Every leaf
of thefe pages of eloquence is a
flower-bed; in every row of it
clufters of the flowers of expreffion
blooming. Every new figure in it
is a rofe-bufli, under the fhade of
which the dark-veiled charmers of
fpeech, like the flowery-ve/kd brides
of the garden, rcpofe.

I entertain hope from the indul-
gence of the liberal-minded of jufi:
tafte, and the explorers of literature
endowed with generous fentiments,
whofe exalted fouls are imbued with
the kindly influence and tempera-
ture of impartiality® and who have
attained, from the courts of al-

e mighty
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mighty and divine purity, the pow-
ers of difcrimination — That when
roaming with their fight along the
windings of this pleafure-garden of
eloguence, if perchance their eyes
(hould be gratified by a view of the
virgin brides of the recefiTes of beau-
ty—— They will, at the incitation
of their innate liberality, fhut their
eyes to venial imperfeftions, and look

only upon the abundance of their
excellencies.

If perchance a fault fhould be
obfervcd, or a miftake appear, in
confonance with their generous feel-
ings, let them amend it; and not,
like the fevere of grovelling fouls,
charge the fteed of criticifm on the

plains
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plains of expofure, as the tiger pur-
fues the affrighted deer; nor curvet
exultingly in the confined fpace of
general remark, and too harfh notice
of trifling errors. Since it is evident,
that.the artift of human (kill, the
edidls for the bounds of his genius
being juftly infcribed with this fu-
perfcription, *He has created Man
imperfefl,” *“ cannot with the aid of
the pf*n, which is but a weak reed,
fketch a portrait free from error or
imperfection.

VERSE.

I truft, if haply a competentjudge

Should perufe thete annals of love —

If on examination he perceive an error,
e 2 He

® A quotation from the Koraun.
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He will not lay the blame on my head.
Has he the ability, let him amend it;
But, if he cannot correft, let him conceal.

Leaving, however, every other

point, the dependants on the frag-
ments of the maedah * of eloquence,
and the remnant-receivers of the
fimmaut *of compofition well know,
what intenfe thought they are obli-
ged to exercife in connefting two
epithets, alike in termination, and ac-
cording in fenfe and meaning. The
author, until he hath plunged an
hundred foul-wafting daggers into
his heart, and with the adamant of
refledtion torn his breaft to pieces,

cannot

* The cloth fpread over the carpet on which
meals are placed.

* The fragments of a meal.
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cannot obtain the fun-refplendent
ruby of expreffion worthy the accep-
tance of the difficulty-approving
judges of compofitioni nor, till he
hath dived a thoufand times into the
boundlefs ocean of fancy, will the
princely pearl of juftly-expreffive
terms, fit for the approval of the
fublime minds of the fovereigns of
the regions of eloquence, fall into
his hands.

VERSE.

He muft torment his fancy, would he
produce correftnefs
W hich may prove pure on the touchftonc
of perfedtjudges.
For clearnefs of expreffion, he muft turn
night to day.
Birds
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Birds and fifli may fleep, but he moftbe

wakeful. . n

Although thefe trifling efFufions,
which have been collected in the
vapours of the futile imagination of
this humble compofer for the boards
of the mafters of eloquence and
learning, are not worth the trou-
ble of fo much difcuflionj yet my
heart trembles like the reed at cer-
tain unfhaven enemiesof juftice,
who, from want of tafte, make
criticifm a difguife for ignorance.
They know no diftindion between
the eye ofa needle or the notch of

an

1 Alluding to the long-bearded fiiges of the

Mttfiulmaun world,«who regard all reading

but that of the Koraun as of no ule»
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an arrow, nor between the arrow and
the planet Mercury.*

Seeking, therefore, an afylum
under the bencficent fhade of the
virtuous, the pure, and impartial,
of true judgment, who having
explored the heights and depths of
compofition with the fteps of
adequate confideration, have reached
the criterion of true tafte------ And
making the difclofure of this intro-
duction the medium of explaining
my Object—viz. their favourable
opinion and corre<Slion of my mif-

takes, — | hope, that at the infti-
gation of their liberal natures they
will

*  This planet and the arrow are defignated
hy the lame word.
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will not withhold their indulgence,
but commemorate mfc with a prayer
(Fateah ‘) to attain which was my
grand motive for compiling thefe
trifles. ”

» The firft chapter of the Koraun, repeated
by the Mahummedans as a prayer for them-
felves, their living and deceafed friends. It is
as follows:

In the name of the moft merciful God.

‘ Praife be to God, the Lord of all crea-
‘ tures, the moft merciful, the King nf the
* day of judgment. We worfliip thee, we
‘ beg thy afliftance. O guide us in the right
‘ way, the way of thofe to whom thou haft

been gracious; not of thofe againft whom
' thou art incenfed, nor of thofe who go

¢ aftray.”

* With an imitation of this Introduftion
Dow commences his work, in which he has
retained but very little of the text. After a
yery fparirg mixture of original metajJior with

much
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mgch*turopeai figure, he makes Ih’it author
ami t>ehold in a dream >a nymph
of thf*~uflulmaun paradife, inflcad of the
young *t>ramin, whom Einaiut Oolla tells
us, g3ve him the plots of his Tales, in the
language of the Hindoos.
** awoke in amaze, and mourned the ab-'
fence of the daughter of paradife.”

Dow’s Tuleif voL i. p. xiv~ the IntroduBion.



BAHAR-DANUSH

OR,

Garden of Knozvled®

CHAP. I

T h e Decipherers of the Talifmans
of the Treafures of Myftery, and ac-
quainted with the Paths of the ReceiTes
off Secrecy, having explored this lately-
difcovered Manufcript in the Records of
ajicient Time, have thus imprefled it on
the Pages of Narration.

VOL. 1. A la



2 BAHAR-DANUSH ; OR, CH. I.

In days of yore, there reigned in the
extenfive and populous empire of Hin-
dooftan, emblematic of Paradife, a
Sovereign who, like the univerfe-illum-
ing Sun, comprized the world within
the beams of his dominion; and who,
T>y the rays of the lamp of his impartial
juftice, enlightened the gloom of the
earth. From the fuperiority of his
afpiring genius, he placed the foot of
contempt on the heads of the bearsj *
and, from confcious pride in his own
power and dignity, regarded contem-
porary monarchs as grovelling in the
caves of non-exillence. The azure
fkies * wore the ring of fubjeftion to his
power, and the twins' bore upon their
fhoulders the badge of ftibmiffion to his
authority. Time had refigned to the
check of his guidance the reins of di-

redlion

* The conftellitions fn called.
That is, Fortune. Ear-rings n the ENft ar«
wo'n hy (laves, as marks of ftrvitudc,
* The conrtcliatlon fo cjllod.



CH. r. GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. »

reftion over the mottled and wild-pacing
fteeds of viciffitudej and fuccefs, like
an approaching flave, bowed the fore-
head of humility at his threlhold-

VERSE.

All ths ohjeEls of dominion were in his
pojfeffion ; and there remained not aughtfor
his mind to covet.

Fortune in his train was bound with
the girdle of Orion; and I'iSiory was the
Jirojig belt of his fabre.

However, in the chamber of his
profperity there was not a lamp, fo that
the recefs of hope might be illumed by
the rays of its brightnefs; and the tree
of his being had no fruit that could give
the relirti of enjoyment to the tafte of
life; on which account he was con-
ftantly fad and lonely, like a dot in the
circle of regret. Daily did he entreat

the fupplications of the pure-minded
A 2 mafters
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mafters of the heart, and nightly make
requeft in prayer at the throne of the
Beftower> who looks not for recompencc.
At length, under the aufpices of the
favourable afpirations of the religious,
their midnight petitions and early devo-
tions ; after long anxiety and impatient
wlfhes, the rofe-bufh of hope put forth a
bloflom, and the tree of expedlatlon bore
fruit. The gloom of his condition was
brightened by the lamp ofpro{perlty, and
the night of fufpenfe was fucceeded b
the dawn of fuccefs. The fun of em-
pire, with a thoufand world-fubduing
fplendours, and globe-pervading bril-
liance, having appeared from the horizon
of birth, enlightened the expanfe of his
father’s expcftations, and the, till now,
dark chamber of the hopes of mortals.

The emperor, having proftrated the
forehead of humility on the duft of
thankfglving, in grateful fcnfe of this
invaluable bleffing and inftancc of divine

fayour.
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favour, offered up prayers and praifes at
the throne of mercy j and, to evince his
joy at fuch a bounty, having fet wide the
doors of his treafury, enriched a world
by his gifts and largefs, and delivered the
friendlefs and neceffitous from want and
dependance, by his liberality and muni-
ficence.

VERSE.

*The Sultan, from affeRton for his
hnppy-Jlarred Jon, opened the gates of his
(ttojury, andfat inJiate on his throne.

Hegave a loofe tojoy after long anxiety
and fufpenfe, and befiowed mmificent gifts
on every petitioner.

This pearl of the fea of dignity and
high fortune was, in an aufpicious in-
ftant, diftinguiihed by the glorious
title of Jehaundar Sultan; and a vir-

A 3 tuous

* Ruler of the world.
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tuous nurfe of wakeful ftar exalted by
the charge of fuch a brilliant gem.

When four years and four months
had palTed in the cradle of profperlty,
and on the bofom of his noble nurfe,
agreeably to the rules of Ifiaam," he
was entrufted to a celebrated tutor for
education; and experienced fuperinten-
dants, and wifdom-loving fervants, were
appointed to dired aright his ingenuous
difpofitions j fo that he might occupy
his gracious time in ftudying the arts
of government, learning the arcana of
dominion and policy, and make himfelf
mafter of the ceremonials of royalty and
inftitutes of command.

The Mahummedan faith.

CHAP.
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* %ot -

CHAP. Il

A s the Almighty creates the cleft
of his court naturally endowed with
perfedion, the Prince by his fourteenth
year had attained ample knowledge of
every abftrufe fcience and fublime ftudy;
fo that he became renowned throughout
the world for judgment, policy, dignity
of demeanour, and felf-command, as
well as for manly beauty, affability of
manners, and eloquence of fpeech.

The pure mind of Jehaundar, ex-

A 4 alted
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alted as Keiwaun/ inftigated by noble
ambitiott for conqueft, and dignified
inclination for coinmand, was enamoured
of the chace; and in his breaft a fond-
nefs for hunting was interwoven with
his ideas, fo that he pafled much time
in purfuing the game, and was daily
employed in field fports.

One morning, with a feled: party of
attendants, having turned the reins of
his zephyr-like pacing courfer towards
the country, with intent to fubdue the
defart-bounding wild ones, and captivate
the free roamers of the air, he let loofe
game-purfuing animals in every quarter.
The fwift-~'inged Falcon, like the lovers
of Shunkole, uncertain as quickfilver,
mounting rapidly the fkies, brought the
wiW-duck and partridge to the earth.
The'Hawk, whofe every feather, from
tinges of black and white, refembles

the

' The planet Saturn, and alfo the cognomen of
a dynafty c.f Perfian Kings.
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the eye of the beauteous (in the fame
manner as black-eyed damfels* pkyftilly
glancing, feize with the talon of their
eyelaflies the hearts of helpkfs lovers
in their grafp) taking wing in purfuit of
the pheafant, extended his claws. The
*Pullung,® rapid as lightning, and parti-
coloured like time, plunged his talons
into the Neeloo'™ and the Zung,'
and difplayed his native ingenuity in
feizing the Antelope. The fharp-nailed
greyhound, of agile fpring and fure
grafp, darting fuddenly like fate upon
the Gowuzzunand the Gore," ftruck
them to the ground of annihilation.

The

t

* A fptcici of leopard, called In Indii Cheeta,
wdiioii is trained to caKh de«r. It is kept bliad-
foKkd till the game appoare- If in its fpring it
niiffes the prev, it not unfrcgiiently injure* the
fportfman.

s The Nilgaow.

* What animal | know not.

* Specics ofdeer.
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* VERSE.

When the Tubluk'* of ihe Hawk re-
founded., quickly afcended the game-purfuing
birds.

The fuddenly-pierctng falcon foared aloft
in air, and the world became void ofthe wild-
duck and pigeon.

When the golden-winged eag'e of
the heavens, the fun, having mounted
high into the emerald coloured expanfe of
the firmament, was become intenfelywarm
in purfuit, Jehaundar, the rofe of whofe
cheek had been gently cheriftied under
the lhade of majefty, and who could not
bear the fultry heat of noon, returned
towards his palace. On the way, he
beheld a garden of perfeft beauty and
fragrance, in which the cyprefs and the

cedar

' A fmall drum, fixed to the faddle of the fal-
coner, on which he givri fignals to the hawka.
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cedar, like the lover and beloved, grew
fide by fide, and the lily and the rofe,
like the bride and bridegroom, reclined
on each other’s bofom.

From its emerald-tinged refrefhing
verdure, the furface of the lawn appeared
like the fky, and the heart-enticing me-
lody of the birds in the midft of its
fhrubs had the effed of the organ.

The turtle dove, of temper like the
Collunder,” in his afhy-coloured veil,
began the ftrain of holy ecftacy.

VERSE.

“he dew had fcaltered gems on its
verdure® mingling as it were emerald, mth
pearl.

The Jhrubs bloomed in every quarter,
fprcoding wide a carpet of delight.

*
A wandering religious.
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The beauteous ringlets of the Bunnuff-
Jhih™ -were difplayed: the gale had orna-
mented the Nujfereen ~with pendants.

The heaven-comprehending mind of
the prince, captivated by the elegance of
the garden and fragrance of the flowers
and lhrubs, becoming inclined to view its
rofe-faced inhabitants, entered it, bloom-
ing asthe rofe-bud, and lightly treading as
the cyprefs, ran over with his eye this a-
bodeofdelight. In every recefs he faw the
2ephyr ornamenting the ear of the rofe
with the Sunbul, and the jewel-fet cruwn

on

® What flower | know not.  Richardfon tran-
flates h Violet.

P Richardfon tranflates it the Wild Rofe; alfo
NarcilTus. It is to be lamented that none of our
travellers have given the native names for the fruits,
flowers, trees, and plants of Perfia. A lift of them
would greatly add to the pleafure of reading PerCan
authors, and to the elucidation of their flovwry meta-
phors : without ir, they muft ever remain obfcure to
the European reader. | find myfelf obliged, from
incapacity, to leave mod of the botanical terms un-
tranflated, rather than deceive the reader.
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on the head of the Hubbeer, like the
egrets of coquettifh maidens fancifully
placed afide. At the foot of every rofe-
bufii, the birds, like Bramins chaunt-
ing the bedes/ were twittering tales of
love to their mates, and upon a branch of
every enamel-like cyprefs, the turtle
dove, in the fame manner as Dlrve/he
when contemplating the divinity, cooed
forth its gentle murmur.

On the margin of a fountain reclined

a young man who was reciting verfes.
He had with him a parrot, who, like
the Soofies,” fond of retirement, fitting
in an iron cage, and, after the manner
of the votaries of celibacy, dwelling in
folitude, had fhut his door on the face
of mankind. Like the happy inhabit-
ants of Paradifp, he was clothed in green ;
and, as the fyllogills of deep judgment,
{killed

V The feripruTcs of the Eremins.

~N A feft of ir.yftic devotees :imcmg the Ma-
hummcdant.
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ikilled in eloquence. A wife bird, who
for underftanding would have gained the
prize from the Huddud' of Solomon.

He was lord of the fpecies of flying
creation with enamelled wings, chief of
fugar-billed parrots, who in the field of
fpeech had exalted the ftandard of elo-
guence among the feathered race ; and,
for his virtuous condudl: in the a/Tembly
of the green-vefted refem biers of heaven’s
dwellers," had attained the higheft faine.

The prince Jehaundar, from fight of
the young man, and hearing his foul-
delighting

' The Lapwing, which, according to Mahom-
medan tradition, had the property of finding out
water under ground, and was alfo employed by
Solomon to convey a letter to the queen of Sheba.
—Vide s a1v’s moft exadt tratiflation of the Koran,
and truly learned notes. Vol. ii. p. 223.

e The fouls of the bleffcd are, by foine com-
mentators on the Koran, faid to animate green
birds in the groves of Paradife, until the general
refurredllon. Others are of another opinion.
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delighting melody, which formeda happy
accompaniment with the verdant aflem-
blage of the blofloms moiftened by the
fhower, the ftrain of the bubbul,’ and
the heart-captivating note of the undal-
eeb,’ became even to ecftacy immerfed in
pieafure and delight. From eagernefs of
curiofity, he advanced, and fpoke the
Salaam; “ but the conceited young man,
captivated with the fervour of his own
melody, paying not the leaft attention,
made no reply. The wife parrot, when,
on account of the arrogance of his
mafter, he beheld the figns of difplea-
fure in the looks of the prince, becoming
anxious to conciliate his mind, like ora-
tors of eloquent fpeech, opened the door
of converfation, and iflued forth into the
plain of delivery a few fcntences, full
of meaning as the words of the fkllled
in expreffion, with fweet didtlon and foul-

enticing phrafe.
The

* T'.to fpec’es of the n'ghtingale.
* Health be to ihee.
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, The prince, from the fpeech of this
orator, naturally without language, being
rapt in wonder, remained for forae in-
ftants like the reflected image on a mir-
ror, in the confinement of filence. Im-
mediately, however, the feed of love
for the green-vefted orator, beautiful as
Ferhaad,* ftriking root in the foil of his
heart, he, with much inipetuofity, loofen-
ed a ruby of high price from his arm,
and offering it to the young man, ftill
employed in his mufic, begged the par-
rot. The youth, not finding in himfelf
pov/cr to bear the abfence of the accom-
plifhed bird, turning afide from the path
of afient, placed the hand of refuCil on
the breaft of the prince’s requeft ; when
the latter faid, “ Ignorant youth, knoweft
thou not that I am heir apparent to
the crown and ring of thefe regions,
and that my foul is charmed with this
wife bird ? If thy ftar is wakeful, take-

“ this

* The Hero of a poetical romance.
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“ this ruby, which is worth a kingdom,
and give up that handful of feathers.
If thou doft not, thou- wilt repent,
and, after difgrace, with a thoufand
“ humiliations, offer it for nought.”

The young man, for an inftant hav-
ing refledted on his own condition, con-
fidered, that “ to aft contrary to the will
“ of the fovereign, is to encircle the
“ waift with one’s own blood;” and
therefore delivered the parrot to an atten-
dant of the prince, v/ho on this account
was fo delighted and filled with rapture,
that you would have thought he had
obtained the conquefl: of the feven regi-
ons, or acquired rule over the four habi-
table parts of the world. W ith perfeft
gladnefs he returned to his palace, and
taking the parrot into his confidence and
intihiftcy, confented not to his abfence
for a moment. He kept him conftantly
in his fight, and the fenfible bird capti-

voL. L. " B vated
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vated his heart by his novel remarks and

eloquent narrations !*
CHAP.

~ Of this chapter, merely tRe introduftion is
attended to by Dow, who has, however, by infertitig
fome few circumftanccs of the two followsng, and
introducing the adventures of Sadit, thofe of the
Parrot and Comladeve, (not one word of which
is in the Bahar-danufti) dexteroufly enough con-
trived to make nearly four chapters.

The ftory of Sadit feems to have been formed
from the account of Shere Khan’s encounter with a
tiger, by contrivance of the Emperor Jehaungeer,
who wilhed his deftruftion, that he might marry his
wife, the celebrated Naoomahtl.—Vide Dow’s hif-
tory, vol. iii. p. 27, 8vo edition.

The hiftory of Comladeve was probably fabricated
from a novel called Pudmawut, containing the ad-
ventures of a Raja and Rannee of Chitore, and
founded upon fads, in which are fome particu*
lars refembling this tale. Or Dow may have taken
the plot from his own epitome of ferilhta, as in it
the circumftanccs which form the groundwork are
given.—Vide Dow’s Hiftory, vol. i. p. 301. 8vo
edition.
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CHAP. III.

A .S the agents of Fate and Pro-
vidence, being perpetually employed in
the afFairs of mortality, are watchful
that every objeft of divine .will, which
refts concealed in the hidden manfion of
decrce, may at the appointed time and
fixed feafon, be ufliered into the public
court of appearance; neceflarily, in com-
pliance with the cuftoms and habits of
the world of caufes, they incite a means,
fb that without hindrance of delay, they
may draw the objeft from behind the
curtain of fecrecy into the plain of dif-
clofure. A proof of this obfervatioD

follows.

B1 e Jehaundar
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Jehaundar Sultan on a certain day,
having retired into the private chamber
of profperity, enjoyed the company of
one of his women, in form like the
Peris, * named Mhere Perwer,” in whofe
captivity his heart was held. From the
intoxicating fafcination of her unparal-
leled beauty, being overcome with excefs
of rapture, under the curve of her cref-
cent-like eyebrow, he drank repeated
draughts of wine, pure as the fiin, from
cups refplendent as the moon. The
angel-like damfel, in the warmth df-hep.,
blifs and delight, when the _glow of
beauty and fparkling of wine gave a
double enjoyment, perceiving her figure
in a mirror, became vain of her own
charms from felf-<onceit, which is the
moft degrading weaknefs in the region of
fenfe. In this ftate of exultation and
foUy, the confequence of wine, being

from

*  An imaginary order of beings in thfi fpiriwd
Wrorld, fuppofed to be of cxquifite beauty,
f Gratifier of Love. *
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from her confined ideas overpowered by
vanity, fhe, unable to command herfeif,

exclaimed:

My dear prince ! although it is
impertinent, and far diftant from the
rules ofrefpeft, yet I wifh that for an
inftant, placing your dignity and royal
ftate afide, you would not give the
reins of impartiality from your hand;
but, without the intervsntion of cere-
mony, with truth and candour tell
me, whether the felf-exiftent deline-
ator of omnipotence ever pourtrayed
with the pcncll of decree in the
volume of creation, or on the pages
of exiftence, any figure among the
varying races of mankind, of fuch
elegance and beauty as 'mine ? or
ever before traced a fketch with fuch
abundant graces ?”

The prince had not as yet replied,

wh«n the parrot laughed; on which

B3 account
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account, the late blooming flower of the
gardenofbeauty, Ihrinkinglike ablighted
rofe-bud, the figns of difpleafure ap-
peared upon her countenance, and with
impatience fhe laid the hand of importu-
nity on the veft of the Sultan, and faid,

It is necelTary that you difclofe to me
** the reafon why the bird laughed on
“ this occafion, or I will put myfelf to
“ inftant death.”

Though the prince on this point
enquired repeatedly, the parrot, not in
the leafl bringing his tongue to acquaint-
ance with fpeech, like the pidure of a
nightingale, remained filent; till at length,
when importunate enquiry had paffed
the bounds of reafon, he faid, “ My
~ miftrefs, the difclofure of this myftery

will in no manner profit you, or give
“ any advantage. It is advifeable for

your affairs that you free your mhid
“ from fuch awifh.”

As
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A's Importunity and unreafonablencfs
is the fafhion of women, and the difpo-
fition of this fex is leavened with folly
and ignorance, ftie would not pafs the
leaft from her demand, but became more
violent in requifition than ever; till at
laft the prudent bird, remedilefs, having
broken the talifman of filence from the
cover of the treafury of fpeech, poured
the jewels of relation into the lap of
audience ofthe prince, and the lady vain
of her own beauty ; faying,

“ The caufe of my fmiles was your
vanity and miftaken pride, in fancying

“ yourfelf in grace and charms like the
“ freely towering cyprefs, exalted above
“ all the confined in the chain of hu-
“ manity, and conceiting yourfelf fu-
“ perior to all the beauties of the world.
" Know you not, that the excellence of
divine workmanlhip is not reftrained

“ to one being ? or the elegance of the
" garden of creation dependent on one
B4 “ flower ?
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fewer ? Under. this vaulted canopy
arc many rofe-gardens, and in each,
thoufands of bloflbraa outbboming
each other in tint and fragrance
Bordering upon this, is a region,
which in population, extent, and cul®
tivation, is an hundred times prefer-~
able, and fupcrior in comparifon with
your dominions. The fovereign of
it has a daughter named Bhcrawir
Banou; upon whofe countenance the
world-illaming iun, with all his globe-
enlightening fplendour, dare not look
without the medium ofaveil or cover-
ing. The rofe, from delire to behold
her charms, burfts the collar of pa-
tience; and the Nergus," with eager-
nefs to gaze at her beauties, becomcs
all eyes. In fhort, if you, my miftrefs,
were feated by her fide, you would,
like Soha“ in prefence of the fun, no

“

longer

* The NarciJTus, which is in Eaftern poetry

shvavs faid to be on the gaze; an idea taken
douhtlcfs from the fable of the transformation.

* A fmall liar.
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< longer have an opinion of yourfelf.
The colour ef a-weed has no value

placed by the rofe.”

On hearing the above defcription,
the lady- became overwhelmed in tho
waves of envy, and the warmth of mor-
tification appeared upon her countenance.
The prince, fecretly enamoured of the
world-conquering charms of Bherawip
Banou, loft his heart from his power,
and unieeing, fubmitting the neck of
his life to the kummund of her fafcin-
ating locks, became like Mujenou,"' fran-
tic in the road of defire for her enjoy-
ment. Separating his mind at once
from relations and friends, and uniting
himfelf to her, he fo ardently pufhed the
courfer of love on the plain of intenfe

afFedlion

A rope with a ncxjfe at the end, ufed to
catch an anin;a], or to fallen on a tree or
building in order to afcend. |: appears alfo to
hive been mcd in war to throw over the-neck
mof an antagonili.

' The hero of a poctical romance.
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afFeftion for his miftrefs, that he defcrted
the boundary of care for others and
himfelf.

VERSE.

Not only does love arifefrom thtfighty

Often has this happinefs proceeded from
defcription.

Let the glory of beauty but enter at the ear®

It willfnatch refafefrom thefouk andfenfe
from the heart.

There is no occafion to behold the objeS of
affeiiion.

For love often captivates many without hav-
ing feen it"

& Of the wholi of this chaptcr only a few
wordj are noticed by Dow in that lall men-
tioned.

CHAP.
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CHAP. 1V.

HEN Jehaimdar Sultan, from
the wonder-relatmg tongue of the par-
rot, had heard of the beauties of this
phcenix of the hilly region of foul-fafcin-
ation, and his heart, without having feen
her, became enfiiared in the mazy locks
of the angel-lilce charmer j the bird of
love, for fuch a miftrefs of the bride-
chamber of heart-captivation, chofe her
neft in the branches of his mind. In
order to remove doubt, and attain cer-
tainty, he feledted an artift of magic
fkill and fafcinating pencil, named Be-
nuzzeer;' who with his delicate ftrokes
could fo delineate a view of the ha-

bitable

= Without equal.
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bitable quarters of the earth, with all
its mountains and deferts, on the
fingle leaf of a jafmine, that at one
glance at its perfpedive, without the la-
bour of travel, you might vifit the feven
regions, and view truly, as a figure re-
fledled in a mirror, the properties of all
the kingdoms of the globe, and the
cultivated and wafte parts of the earth.
On the rind of a piftachio, he could fo
clearly pourtray a field of battle,, with
the reprefentation of its mountain-like
elephants, vaft encampments, hofts of
heroes, bands of warriors, and extenfivc
line of adlion, that the ftruggles of the
Rudum-hearted," and the attacks of the
courageous on each other, alfo the dif-
tindbion of the valiant man from the
coward, would appear djftiudlly at once
to the eye.

The revolutions of this azure canopy
tinged with gold, had not beheld with
the

' The Hero of the celebrated Poem of Firdofi.
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the eye of fancy or gaze of imagination,
fuch an enchanting artift of magic pen,
nor hoary time heard, upon this varied
furface, of a maflier offuch exquifite iklll
and wonderful execution. By the nice
touches of his miraculous pencil, the
figured bird, like the real one of the
garden. Teemed ready to burft forth In
fong; and, through the nurture of his
charm-like pen, the imagery of fancy
fprung up like flowers glowing in frefli-
nefs and beauty. Without exaggeration,
if Mani,” painter of the Arzung, had ftill

on

s A celebrated Perfian painter, who in the third
centory pretended himfelf the Paracictc, or Com-
forter foretold bj- Chrift, and eftablifticd a numerous
feft. Being perfecuted b)- Shapore, (Sapores) he
fled to Eaftern Tartary, where he amufed himfelf in
painting, and pretended his performance* were
given him by angels. The book in which they
were bound, he called Arzung, or Ertung, His
religion was a mixture of Indian, Magian, Chriflian,
and Mahummedan tenets. His followers, among
whom were even many patriarchs and bifhops,
bccame kno™wn in Europe by fh< name of Mani-
chcans.—Vide Richardson, p. 1566.
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on the page of life preferved the portrait
of exiftence,he would have acknowledged
him for his mafter, and adored his

fkill.

VERST.

By his drawings he gave good tidings to
fortune ¢,

From hisJkilU he opened thegates of Euclid-,

In hisfancy rafeJketches unajjified by the per..

He was a quick artifl, and exa3 delineator.
In delicacy of outline, fo nice was his

touch, that he couldJketch afigure in tranf-

parency on water.

To the above-mentioned famous
painter, difguifed as a merchant, the
prince entrufted various rarities of the
age, and numerous curiofities of the
world, that under fuch a charader, tra-
velling to the delightful country of the
bereaver of his underftanding, and hav-
ing pourtrayed on a filken leaf the un-
equalled form of the angel who, unfeen,

had
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had fubdued the kingdom of his mind,*
he might bring it to his prefence. Be-
nuzzeer, having fixed the burthens of
travel on the camcls of refolution, mea-
fured his ftages, and in fwiftnefs of
career lightly reined as the weftern
gale, after encountering various impedi-
ments, hardfhips and the inconvenien-
cies of foreign countries, having reached
the paradife-like empire, arrived at the
city of Meenofowaud, which was the
mcapital of the father of the hoori-formed
princefs. Having fixed his abode in a
garden * which was a place of recreation
to Bherawir Banou, he opened his bag-
gage ; and having taken fome of his
rareft commodities as an oflFering to the
enjoyers of the fplendours beaming on

thofe

* The gardens of Eaftcrn princes have in general
belonging to them a caravan ferai, a market place,
and mofque, with a college of dirvclhes. The rent*
of the two former are applied to the fupport of the
latter. In the garden is often ereiled the maufo-

Icum of the founder.
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, thbfe attendant on tKe royal couch/ he
obtained the honour of an audience.

The emperor, being highly gratified
‘tvith the fight of his precious merchan-
dize, according to the cuftoms of fo-
verdgns, obferring the requifite atten-
-tion to ftrangers, fhowered upon him
favours greater than the human’mind
could expeft, and with condefcenfioh and
kindnefs thus interrogated him : “ From
“ what flourifhing region have you af-
rived ? and where' are the manufadbo-
ries of thefe rare goods ? for no
" merchant 6r trader ever befdre brought
“ fuch exquifite pieces of worltmanfhip
" Jind curious valuables to our court.”

Benuzzeer, out of policy, mingling
truth with fiftion, reprefented fuch de-
fcriptions of his country and fovereign,
that admiration increafed in the mind of
the emperor, from whofe preience, when

difmifled,

~ The confidential domellics of the fovereign.
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difmlifled, he returned to his quarters.
The fame of his merchandize being
fpread abroad in every divifion and
ftreet, at length the attendants at the
iacred apartments of Bherawir Banou
having heard it, conveyed the rumour to
the audience of the damfcls near the
perfon of the princefs, brilliant as the fun.
From the cgurt of purity was iflued the
fublime order for the coming of Benuz-
zeer to the prefence. For thiit day,
making the fatigue of travel and excefs
of labour his apology, he requeftcd tj
be excufed, and thus reprefented :

“ The merchandize in my humble
lodging is in general worthy the ap-
proval of the attendants on their
lacred highnefs. Entirely with the
view of offering my goods as a pefti-
“ cufh to the admitted within the veil of
purity, did | fubjedt myfelf, as of no
inconvenience, to the difficulties and
dangers of foreign travel. To God be
voL. I. c “  praife
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praife and thankfgiving, that I have
attained my deiire, and undtr the
aufpices of upright intention, having
in health and fafety pa/Ted many dan-
gerous wilds and perilous defarts, have
at length reached the facred court of
the emprefs of the age.

“ As, however, my bales are now
opened, and repacking them to con-
vey to the fublime palace mull be
attended with much rifque and trou-
ble, (though on fuch account to make
excufe is uitrufive in a dependant) if
the auguft princefs, condefcending to
indulge a ftranger, would In her
glory and magnificence caft, like the
phoenix," the fhadow of good fortune
on this Irim-envied garden,”™ it would

“ be

* The fliadow of the jAoejvix, in eaftem
romance, is ftid to be highly aufpiclaus to the
perfon on whom it falls.

~N A fabulous garden and palace, often men-
tioned in oriental poetry. It is faid to have

been
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be aufpicious to him, and amuling to

“ her highnefs. Further, whatever the
“ fublime commands may decree, fer-
c 2 “ vants

been in Syria, and laid out by a princc of Ara-
bia Felix, named Shuddaud, who, on hearing a
defcription of Paradife, profanely refolved to
make one Superior to it on earth. The author
of the Tofet al Mujalis thus defcribes the erec-
tion, and it« confequence. A pletfant and ele-
vated fpot being fixed upon, Shuddaud difpatched
an hundred chiefs to colleifl ikilful artifts and
workmen from all coantrie*. He alfo command-
ed the monarchs of Syria and Ormus to fend
him all their jewels and precioui metals. In
the ftrufture of the palace, bricki of gold
and filvef wete laid alternately, and the inter,
ftice* ftudded with precious Hones. Forty camel
loads of gold, filver, and jewels, were dally
Tifed in she bailding, which contained t thbu-
fimd fpacioui quadrangles of many thoufand
tooms. In the areas were artificial tree* of g«ld
4ud niver, whofe leaves were emeralds, and fruit
clulUrs of pearis and jewels. The ground was
' ftrewed with ambergris, mulk, and faffron.
Between every two of the artHicial trees wot
planted one of delicious fruil. Thia romantic
abode took np five htindred years in the com-

pletion.
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“ vants have only to obey, as fubmiffion
“ is their duty here and hereafter.”

Bherawir Banou, honouring the re-
queft of Benuzzeer with her royal com-
pliance, on the following morning, when
the enlightener of the world, having

lifted

pletion. When finifhed, Shuddaud inarched to
view it; and, when arrived near, divided two
hundred thoul'and youthful flaves, whom he had
brought with him from Damafcus, into lour de-
tachments, which were ttationed in cantonments
prepared for their reception on each fide of the
garden, towards which he proceeded with his
favourite courticrs.  Suddenly was heard in the
air a voice lilce thunder, and Shuddaud looking
up, beheld a perfonage of majeftic figure and
ftern afpeft, who faid, “ | am the Angel of
“ Death, commifii&ncd to feize thy impure foul.”
Shuddaud exclaimed, “ Give me leifure to enter
‘ the garden,” and was defcending from his horfe,
when the feizer of life fnatched away his im-
pure fpirit, and he fell dead ypon the ground,
it the fame time lightnings ilaihed and deAroyed
the whole »rmy of the infidel ; and the rofe-
gardcn of Irim became concealed from the fight
of man.
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lifted his head from the collar of the eaft,
had expanded the mantle of brilliancy
over the earth, proceeding towards the
garden, in an howduje * embroidered
with gold, (the dazzling richnefs of
whofe kubdeh “*made the fun burn with
envy) fecmed like the moon entering the
fign of Aries. The delicate natives of
the garden, on the approach of this
moving cyprefs, having loft their bloom
of cheek, all fhrunk like water from a
fenfe of inferiority, and withered. When
feated on the mufnud of glory, fhe
commanded the attendance ofBcnuzzeer.

Bcnuzzeer, at thefe foul-gratifying
tidings, from excefs of joy and exulta-
tion, fwelled like the blofloming rofe-
bud; and, with fpeed equal to the
breeze, hallening to the prefence of the

c 3 blooming

' A fort of elofe litter borne on men’s (houlders.

“ A large golden knob, generally in the fliape
of a pine-apple, on the top of tnc canopy over
tlie litter.
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blooming lhoot of royalty, prefentcd
articles worthy of acceptance. Bhcra-*
wir Banou, feated behind the conceal-
ment of a clofe curtain, ordered fome
of her elderly attendants to receive the
effefts from the hands of Benuzzeer,
and bring them within the veil. When
the princefs had examined them, her
delight was fuch as cannot be exprefled
in the narrow bounds of relation.

She uttered their praifes and her
approval in a loud tone, and command-
ed her fervants, if he had any other
articles, to bring them to herj upon
which, after the ufaal obeifance, they
reprefented, that he had yet a little caflc-
et wrapped in velvet, but would not
ftew it. Bherawir Banou, fuppofing it
muft contain fome ftill more precious
article, commanded it to be opened < but
Benuzzeer, aifedling excufes, would not
confent, and the princefs thence became
more importunate.

When
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When Benuzzeer perceived that her
curiofity was at its height, and the objedl
to which he had an eye was concerned in
its gratification, he with fubtle artifice
thus reprefented: “ Though the article

on which | chiefly pride myfelf, and
efteem as the medium of my exalta-
tion, is certainly this, yet, as it is a
charge from a fovereign prince, |
cannot open it but in his prefence.”
On hearing this, the curiofity of Bherawir
Banou was increafed from one to an
hundred fold, and fhe requefted him
with much intreaty to open the cafket.
Benuzzeer replied, " Though compli-
" ance with this command, and engag-
“ ing in fuch an aftion, will occafion
defalcation in the truft of integrity ;
* yet, as the wifli of the princefs
Afylum of the world is bent upon
“ this objed beyond all bounds, | have
" noremedy ; But, unlefs the humbleft

“ of flaves fhall himfelf prefent it to
c 4 “ the
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the Keemia" impreffive fight, toview
it is impoflible.” n

As the impatience and defire of
Bheraw’ir Banou to behold curiofities and
mafterpieces of art was extreme, and
Benuzzeer apparently Teemed a man of
very great age and infirmity, fhe graced
his petition with exalting compliance;
and gave orders that, without the (kreen
of a curtain, he fhould acquire the rays
of honour by a view of the beauties of
her prefence. Benuzzeer, from exceflive
Joy and rapture forgetting himfelf, like
the atom receiving new life from the
beams of the fun, quickly took the lock
from the cafket, and by introduftion
of the attendants on the retirement of
purity and excellence, became admitted
face to face to the fun of the heaven of
beauty and perfeiftion. At the firft
glance, like a pidured figure, becoming
fpeeohlefs and without fehfation or mo-

* tion,
m The philofopher’s ftone.
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tion, his eye, from wild aftonifhment, like
that of the Nergus, became fixed in
gaze i fainting overpowered him, and
the cafket fell from his hand, on the
ground.

}

Bherawir Banou, alarmed at feeing

the condition of Benuzzeer, exclaimed,

W hat is the matter ? and whence the
caufe of thy being thus overcome?”

Benuzzeer, by his utmoft efforts col-
leding himfelf, replied, “ O emblem of

the fun of empire! on account of
advanced life, the imbecility of age
has vanquiflied my natural ftrength,
on which account, now and then thefe
fits occur. As the poet obferves,
Age is accompanied by an hundred
ailments.” Opening now the lid of

the cafket, and taking out the portrait of
Jehaundar Sultan, which he had drawn
with hiswonder-{ketching pencil, he gave

it

into the hand of Bherawir Banou.

The princefs, ftruck with the beauty of

the
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the figure, at once giving up her heart
from her power, exclaimed, “ Whofe
“ refemblance is this, that difFufes the
“ perfume of intimag”™ over my fonl ?”

Benuzzeer replied, “ It is the por-
trait of Jehaundar Sukan, heir to the
crown and ring of the empire of
“ Hindooftan, before whofe beauty and
“ grace Jofeph,” except the gift of pro-
“ phecy, would have held no eftimation.
" In ftrength of body and dignity of
" mind, Ruftum/ in comparifon to
him, would have appeared inferior to
“ Zaul.” His munificence furpafles the
“ celebrity of Hatim Tai,"” and his
“ mellifluent eloquence captivates into
" the fnare the fweets-loving parrot.

From envy of his graceful fteps, the
“ pheafant

e The patriarch, fuppofed to have excelled in
beauty.

f The hero of the Shaw Namma.

1 The father of Ruftum.

' An Arabian chief renowned for liberality.
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“ pheafant has retired to the mountains.
“ When, in purfuit of the game, he
“ mounts his fable-cx)kjured courfer

fwift as the eagle, the lion crouches
“ into the den of the fox, and the hot
“ elephant (If he could) would conceal

himfelf in the hole of the ant. In
“ wifdom and penetration, he is the
“ Plato of his age, and in glory and
“ power a fecond Alexander.”

VERSE.

“ Di~mfied in manners”™ vnfty oBive®
“ wvaliante, in love, gentle as a fawn < in
“ angerifurious as a lion,

*& d blooming rofe, unblighted by autumnal
“ blafts V

“ A vigorous Jhoot on the towering branch
“ ofysuth.

*s His fiature in beauty is as the wild
“ cyprefs.

* The down hath notyet encircled his cheeks.

Place
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“

Place him on the faddle of the ccurfer®
“ he is like Rujlum. Seat him at the

banquet”® he is another Keikoeaud.'

In one night., JhouU he open the treafury
* of bounty®
T'Af winds would receive the hoards of
* Karoon”
Should he exclaim alaud® and Jaun" appear,
“ At the flroke ofhisfabre, he would forfeit

o lifer

Bherawir Banou, from hearing this
eloquent defcription of his accomplifli-
ments, and beholding the beauty of his
portrait, fhed the feed of love for Je-

haundar

= An ancient Perfian monarch.

' Suppofc-d to be the fame perfon called Korah in
Numbers, chapter xvi. whom the Mahummedans
dcferibe as the coufin of iMofes.  He is frequently
alluded to by Perfian poets and moralifts, as ex-
tremely handfome, and immenfely rich from his
knowledge of chymiftry, but proverbially ftingy.
Vide R ichardson, andsaie’s Koran.

" Chief of the Evil Genii.
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haundar Sultan, in the foil of her heart,
and planted the fhrub of aifedtion for
him in her mind. As modefly, however,
withheld her robes, and maiden bafhful-
nefs reftrained her feelings, fhe did not
avow the fecret even to her own lips j
but inwardly fetting in a blaze the eafily-
kindling cotton of her mind with the
flame of love, began to burn, and to
eafe her torments requefted the portrait
from Benuzzeer. With much art, re-
fufing compliancc with this demand, he
faid, * May my head and life be a
“ facrifice even for the dull of the feet
of the emprefs of the world, but your
humbleft of fervants at firft mention-
ed that this pidture was given to me
“ in charge. On this point | dare not
break my truft.”

The princefs replied, “ | cannot be-
lieve your declaration, becaufe the
objed of your fpeech is void of the
ornaments of truth » for a bit of filk,

“

on
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“~on which a trifling figure is pourtray-

ed, is not an article worthy of royal
commiifion.”

Benuzzeer anfwered, “ O queen of
ladies of the age, if you look merely
to the value of this fcrap of filk,
certainly it is not worth more than a
few deenars ; but when you confider
the feelings and afFedion of a certain
perlbnage who is enamoured with the
beauties of the original of this like-
nefs, and examine it in this view,
ihotild you offer for it both worlds,
the verfe of * bid higher ftill, for as
yet the price is rated too low,” would,
in refpe<bt to this portrait, be verified.
Emprefs of the world, the cafe is
thus : The foverelgn of the kingdom
of Bengal, hath in the manfion of
royalty a moon, among the admirers

of

* In the poem of Jami, the patriarch Jofcph

ftid to have been fold at Cairo by auftioo, and all
the inhabitants to have been eager for his purchafe.

S
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of whofe beauty is the world-illuming
fun.

“ As from the relation of travellers
in various countries, who gJean a
fheaf from every harveft, and fnatch a
delicacy from every treat, the noble
difpofition and fublime accompliih-
ments of this wakeful-ftarred prince
(Jehaundar Sultan) became thorough-
ly underftood by him, and that the
odour of conqueft would from his
perfon perfume the fenfe of the world,
he became anxious to fti-ing this prc-
clous pearl of the caflcet of purity on
the thread of his marriage union, and
to effeft a true jundlion between the
Shumfliaud and the Rofe. There-
fore, with eager importunity and a
thoufand promifes, he requefted me to
procure his portraitj and 1 having
now, at the inlligation of fo puiflant a
monarch, with much trouble obtained
it, am now oamy way to his prefence,

where
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where | hope, in return for fuch an
important fervice, | fnall receive fo
large a fum and ample reward, that by
its means, becoming independent of
want and poverty for the refidue of
life, 1 may enjoy freedom from the
viciffitudes of chance, and be releafed
from the anxiety of feeking a live-
lihood.”

Bherawir Banou, who had given up
r foul to the portrait, on hearing this

account confidered with herfelf, and thus
reafoned on her own condition. “ |

have admitted unfeeing the dart of
love for this youth into my heart. It
is certain that without attaining tl\e
honour of his union, life to me will
be as death, and the bloom of exift-
ence be wafted in the extremeft tor-
tures of difappointment, which are
more bitter than the expiring agony.
To give up, therefore, this phoenix of
the flcy of excellence into the entan-
giements of another, and to fubmit
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«

«

myfelf enchained to my laft breath in
defpair, is far from the rules of felf-
prefervation. Let what may happen,
it is advifeable that | Kkeep in
fight this talifman of the treaflire of
good fortune, which may prove a key
to the doors of felicity, and the har-
binger of attainment to my wifhes.
Depending on the imjneafurable
bounty of God, which is the unfolder
of the difficulties of thofe who feek
an objedt, and giver of remedy to
them who aflc a cure, it isfitting that
I wait patisntly to fee what may ilTue
from the veil of concealment into the
plain of apparency, and on whofe
wifhes the fkies may favourably re-
volve.”

Having pondered thus, fhe faid,
Thy defire, merchant, is merely gold.
From whomfoever you receive it, thy
objeft is gained. Sell to me this
figured filk, and take without the
VOL. I. D trouble
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trouble of more fatigue, a fum which
never could have entered thy expefta-
tion, and with fatisfa<Stion of mind
purfue the route of thy willies. Thou
well knoweft that the world of chance
in every moment plays_an hundred
various tricks. If, from excefs of
covetoufnefs and utmoft greedinefs of
gain, the moil blameable of fins, fa-
crificing real advantage for Imaginary
hope, thou purfueft a road longer than
the plain of avarice, and night and
day liveil perplexed in labour; mott
probably calamity will occur, and ihou
be altogether, deprived of reward.
Mence, difappolntment becoming the
bane of life, thou, during the re-
mainder of thy age, wilt langulfh for
the princely fum | now offer thee, and
expire with regret. Letting alone,
however, the confideration of my pro-
pofal, fuppofing you reach your in-
tended ftage In fafety, as the fituatlon
of man is not always in one pofture,

, poflibly
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= poffibly the fkirt of the monaixh’s
* munificcnce may be fliortened, and
“ he may not fhew a liberality equal to
" your wifhes. This circumftance muft
“ occafion repining of mind and forrow

of heart, to which will be added the
“ toil, vexation, and labour of travel.
“ My meaning in this reprefentation is,
“ that to give from the hands a prefent
“ good for one in expcdation, is not the
“ didate of prudence i confequently, thy
“ true intereft lies in this, that thou turn
“ not away fpom this advantageous prc-
“epofal : forfeit not.fo valuable a.trea-
“ fure, if thy fortunate ftar is afcendant:
‘‘, for a fcrap of filk, the revenue of a
* kingdom is oiFered.”

mBenuzzeer perceiving that his -charm
had taken effe<5t on the mind of the
Perie,* at firft placing himfelf in the

D 2 gateway

*  The fuperftitions among tht Mahumniedat»
Iwlieve in aerial fpirits, of whom the Peries arc
hid
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gateway of denial', made feveraJ excufes ;
but at length from policy drawing in the
reins of refufal, fubmitted himfelf to con-
fent, and having received from her rirer-
like liberality valuable jewels and a vaft
fum of money, delivered her the por-

trait.

During the time of his’being ho-
noured with her exalting converfe, with
keen obfervation and imprefHve fkill, he
had drawn upon the page of his mind
with the pencil of recollejftion, the ftrik-
ing lineaments ofher angel-like features:
and, being difmifled, on returning to his
quarters, immediately took up his mira-
culous implements, and pourtrayed her
likenefs on a piece of filk fo ftrongly,
as not to deviate a hair’a line from the
elegant ftature and hoori-envied coun-

tenance of that fun of the heaven of
beauty.

faid to be moft beautifu), and that thfy ars to
be brought into the yovrer of, man by charm*,
prayer and abftinence. Hcnce this exprellion.
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beauty. You would fuppofe the deline-
ator of omnipotence had drawn it with
the pencil of divine decree.  When the
artful Benuzzeer had attained the obje<i
which he had in view, being gracioufly
difmifled from the prefence of Bherawir
Banou, he returned towards his own
country; and fleeting over the ftages on
the wings of fpeed, arrived at the palace
of Sultan Jehaimdar/

» Do»' ha* giving very imperfciMy the begin-
ning of this cb*ptCT, ttid Iras altered the Utter
part entirely. In it he the princefs, con-
trary to oriental mcMictty, fit for her pirturc to
the painter, when acquainted with his difguife,
caufes her to dtceive her father, «nd unnecef-
l'atdy make* Benuzzser betray himfek'.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

NENuzzEER, whcn he became ex-
alted by the fortunate audience and
ennobling proftration at the throne of
ihe prince, after the ceremonial praifes
and thankfgivings, prefentcd the portrait
of Bherawir Banou to his gracious view.
What a form ! Though the heavens, in
their azure canopy, difplay a thoufand
heart-fafcinating beauties, one equal to
this was never beheld, even in fanqy.
The Mani of antient days, in the opera-
tions of the world, had never pourtrayed
fuch a miraculous fketch with the pencil
of imagination on the tablet of dcfign.
At view of the garden of its clear-
ncfs and brilliancy, the lap of fight was

filled
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filled with flowers, and from the over-
flowing of its wifdom-enfnaring beauty,
the goblet o fappearance was crowned with
wine. The pen, while delineating traits
of the charms of fuch a perie-'fafcinating
form, like the ftem of the Nergiis, be-
comes verdant in the hands of the writer.
The piGlured nightingale, from ardour
to behold the rofe-envied countenance
of fuch a chaimer, would, if it could,
attempt to fly.

The prince, on the firft glance of
this accomplifhed figure and heart-grati-
fying portrait, became like Mujjenou,*
a forlorn pilgrim in the path of defire
for enjoyment of Bherawir Ranou.
From the inebriation of love, he fell like
the intoxicated from his throne, and
was in an inftant, as the embroidery of
h’s couch, a lifelefs figure on the furface
of the carpet.H is officers and attend-
ants, at fight of his condition becoming

D 4 alarmed,

* The hero of a ccleLrated poem.
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alarmed, had recourfe to phylidans, aiid
epoured rofe-water on his face ; but Be-
nuzzeer, better acquainted with the
pulfe of his heart, made ail retire from
his pillow. Reclining the prince’s head
on his bofom, and having recovered him
from the heart-burning fit, he re-feated
him on his throne. However, the entrail-
piercing dart of love had penetrated his
foul, and he could not be freed from
the hand of paffion for its objeft. In-
voluntarily impelled to tear the collar of
patience, having put the ring * of frenzy
into the ear of life, he turned from every
thing elfc to his beloved idol. He for-
fook the path of reputation, and bowing
the head of fubmiffion and forehead of
facrifice to the power of love, laid pru-
dence afide. The report of his madneft
reached every ward and ftreet of the
metropolis m till at length, the attendants
at the foot of the imperial throne, re-

prefcnted

e The earring in Afia is worn by flavcs as
a badge of fervitude.
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|
prefented an account of his fituation to

the prcfence.

The monarch, on hearing the heart-
rending circumftances, became fettered
in the chainsof griefj and ~iammoning
the prince to his clofet, opened to him
the gates of admonition, and poured the
royal pearls of advice into the lap of his
condition. As, however, the ears of
Jehaundar were flopped by the envenom-
ed cotton of love, the remarks of wil™
dom found no entrance to his mind; and
not in the leaft advancing his foot to-
wards the path of compliance, he, like
his own blood-dropping eyes, ran more
violently on his way. The emperor was
overwhelmed in the whirlpool of for-
row, and having fummoned his intelli-
gent viziers and wife ftatefmen, explain-
ers of difficulty, fought their affillance to
unravel this indiffoluble knot. By the
diftates of forefighted policy, and pru-
dence-approving (kill, howeverfomuch

they
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they endeavoured with wife fchemes to
repair this rent, and devifed various re-
medies, none became fuccefsful: the
flame more rapidly increafed, and the
fire of madnefs in the fecret ftove of the
prince’s mind, glowed with redoubled
ardour.

When the fkilful phyficians and wife
prefcribers, in every path of contrivance
which they purfued, had found no index
to their objed, out of perplexity, all the
the faculty agreed in this point, namely,
day and night to relate to this youthful
fovereign of the region of frenzy, ftrange
tales and furprizing anecdotes in debafe-
ment of women, and of the inconftancy
of that fickle fex, as perchance fuch a
remedy might prove beneficial to the
fever of his madnefs."”

*

Dow has given merely a fummary of the
leading circumftances in this chaptcr, but ftill

with alteration, and the language is atwy thing
but tranflacion.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

STORT I

O ne of the intelligent attendants
thus introduced the charmer ofeloquence
into the bride-chamber of narration.

There was a young man of noble
quality, who pofleffed an ample fliare of
riches and bleffings, and who had ac-
quired of the requilltes for the enjoy-
ment of life fufficient ftore. For ftrength
of mind, and vigour of bodily frame, he
was unequalled by the contemporary
youth, and unparalleled in valour and
fortitude. In generofity and benevo-
lence, he bore away the ball of excel-

lence
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lence from his fellows and aflbciates,
and excelled all in perfonal beauty and
outward graces. He had m£:rried a wife
from among the daughters of his own
tribe, and his heart was attached to her
to that degree, that he for an inftant
could not bear to be abfent from her j
and, conftantly eager to preferve her af-
fedlion and retain her love, preferred her
fatisfaftion to every other objed:. The
wife alfo, held by the chain of love, and
captivated in the net of afFeftion for her
hulband, like a handmaiden, night and
day ftrove to ferve him with fubmiflion
and humility. If for an inflant, the
young man, for the management of his
affairs, or to procure the neceffaries of
life, ifrom which the ftruggiers in the
confined fpace of this borrowed world
have no refource'; went abroad, the
wife, lhedding the wine of underftanding
from the goblet of her brain, let fail a
deluge of tears from the fountain of her
eyes. In every ftreet and alley of the

city
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cky nothing was fpoken of by either fex
but the ftory of their loves j. and where-
ever two met together, they converfed
upon nothing eife but the anecdotes of
the affedtion of thefe diftinguilhed per-
fonages. The young man being fond
of the chace, every morning went to the
field, and bringing home game, with his
beloved quaffed draughts of wine, and
enjoyed favoury dijfiies made of his. ac-
quifitions.

By accident, between this young man
and the brother of the governor of the
city a ftrong friendftiip took place, and
the foundation of regard and union was
confirmed, fo that the latter moft day*
vifited the houfe of the former to drink
wine. One day, his eye fell upon the
wife ; their looks met, and the difhoneft
wretch, at the inftigation of the deuvil,
forgetting altogether former obligations,
friendftiip, and gratitude, out of fenfual
Juil became eager to enjoy her. Having

found
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found out an old go-between”™ oneofthofe
artful wretches deftruAive of domeftic
honour, he fent her to the wife to difclofe}
his paflion, and entreat an interview. For
fome time (he refufed ; but, as in the.
watery and clayey compofition of women
there is no fteadinefs or conftancy> and'iii >
the mind of this fex not a hair’'s line of
fidelity can be traced; atlength’, finking
the boat of affeftion for her hulband in
the whirlpool of annihilation, and obli-
terating with the point of vicious ardour
the charafters of regard and attachment,
which fhe had employed -an age in
fketching, fhc gave up herfelf to erroi".
Like the rofe, tearing' the collar of her
own purity and the honour of her huf-
band, fhe founded the drum of ill fame
through the four quarters of difhonour.
When

'* Eallern poets fable the nightingale and rofe to
be enamoured of each other. The latter, when
full blown, is foppofed incontinently to rend its

bud with paflion for the former.  Hcnce the above i
ezprclEon.
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When fome time had pafTed in this
manner, at length furmifes and reports
began to fpread among the neighbours,
of a bufinefs fo deftruftive to the fragile
vafe of charader and reputation. The
‘wife began to dread the fword of her
hufband’s vengeancc, and alarm for her
life overpowered her mind. Having,
out of wickednefs and folly, refolved on
the bafe refource of elopement, fhe com-
jnunicated the defign to her paramour.
The impure wretch, regarding this as
an important bleffmg, entered firmly
into the meafure, and they waited impa-
tiently for an opportunity to fly. At
length, the hufband according to cuftom
went to hunt, and having roufedian
antelope, (he bounded towards a village,
the refidence of the parents of fmhs
wicked fpoufe. The young man pur-
fuing got the game into his power juft at
the entrance of the place. As the deer
of the foreft of the feven azure plains

" had

“The ikies. Eiflern poen perfonify the rifing and
fetling
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had retired into the cave of the weft, and
the hufband, from much fatigue in pur-
luit, found himfdf unabk to return to
his own houfe, he from neceffifty entered
the village, and took his lodgings
under the roofof his relations, to whom,
after putting by a part -for his beloved,
he prefented the remainder of his game.
He himfelf had no inclination to eat,
which the hoftsobferving, were diArefled
in mind, and enquired the caufe of his
difguft, for to them their gaeft was very
dear. The young man replied, “ |

will not conceal firom you that ray

love for your daughter is ardent, and
“ it is a long time, during which we

hav« not, but in company with each

other, extended our hands to eat, nor
“ has this been from compliment, but

true

fetting of the fun and moon iccording to the Aibjeft
of their compoficion, which to the ideas ofa european
reader often tppean truly tidiculous. Ifa Perlian
writei even of a moufe, So' atiJ Luna are fure
to rife Mid fet in the difguifs of the little
animal.
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true affedtion; therefore, in time of
abfence from her, my foul refts not
** for an inftant in my body. On this
account, excufing me, vex not your
f* own gentle minds. A part of the
venifon | have kept, that, if fate fhall
fpare me, | may eat it to-morrow In
company with that beftower of new
life, and quaff wine under the arch of

her crefcent-formed eyebrow.”

The father and mother of the impure
woman, on hearing this, were filled with
pleafure ; while the fimple hufband,
unfufpicious of the crooked minds of
females, pa{Ted the night till early dawn
in reftleflhefs and anxiety. The piofli-
gate wife, with hardnefs of heart, infide-
lity, and vice, informed her paramour
of the abfence of her hufband, and by
the contrivance of her unworthy cunning
and treacherous artifice, having formed
a plot, became the direftrefs of her foul
gallant in crime and wickednefs. In the

VOL. I. E middle
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middle of the night, by her dcfire, he Yet
fire to one end of her houfe, and mount-
ing a courfer fwlftly-paced as lightning,
ftationed himfelfat the door,with another
fieed, fleet as the weftern gale, of Perfian
defcent. After a lhort interval, when
the fire fpread, and the hand of human
endeavour became unable to quench the
flames, the abandoned wife, from whofe
brain this blaze of calamity had arifen,
hypocritically uttered loud fcreams, and
awakened her mother-in-law and maid
fervants, who, overcome by fright, be-
gan to throw out the houfehold goods.
Seizing this opportunity as precious, Ibc
flipped out, and mounting the fteed,-
company with her paramour, dived into
the night, and polled rapidly to a dif-
tant city ; where a houfe being hired,
the two impure wretches remained con-
cealed. Here, to, the extent of their
wilKes, they began to fcatter the duft of
difgrace on the head of their conditions,

and
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and engaged In quaffing the wine of
adultery.

When the fire was at length exr
tinguifhed, the mother-in-law not find-
ing her daughter, explored every part of
the ruined inanfion with much alarm.
Though ihe hurried over every corner
of the building, pf her, like the phcenix,
flie could behold no trace. Sufpedting
now that fhe muft have been burnt in
the fire, the old lady began immediately
to weep, and give way to lamentation.

In a fhort time, the young hulband,
tortured by the flame of ardent love,
and having felt a long night’'s pain of
abfence, with impatient fondnefs reached
his home. He beheld the houfe a heap
of afhes, his mother in mourning, ftrew-
ing duft upon her head, and every trace
of his wife vanifhed away. Amazement
and dread confounded his mind. He
tremblingly enquired of his domeftics

£ 2 what
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what was the accident, and whencc cajnc
the deftrudllon of his houfe ? They in-
formed him of the fire, j.nd that their
miftrefs was burnt in the flames.

Inftantly on hearing this, the fire of
madnefs feized the veft of the young
man’s foul, the tears of defpondency
flowed from his eyes, and }inextreme
anguifli he uttered this verfe ; “ Alas !
“ alas! has noone beheld my beloved ?”
He now commanded that the bones
fhould be fearched for in the fire, in
order to be buried; but no relic of them
appeared.

The hufband was aftonifl\ed at this
circumftance, and thought within him-
felf what could have become of the
woman, and what could have been
the caufes, that no remains of her
could be found. If fhe was burnt, cer-

~~-"ainly fome one of her members would
have appeared j and how was it poflible
that
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that a living perfon fhould fo burn in a
fire, that no one could tell the leaft of
the accident from beginning to end, or
the fmalleft relic be left to the eye. The
fufpicion now ftruck the young man,
that poffibly, as the nature of woman is
leavened with infidelity, having invented
a fidtion, or formed a plot, lhe might
poffibly herfelf have fet fire to the man-
fion of her family honour. This idea
became fixed in his mind. He arofe
from thence, and went to the houfe of
the governor’s brother, that he might
tell to him the fecret of his heart, and
aflc his affillancc. When he arrived at
his houfe, he received intelligence, that
fince midnight he had difappeared.

The young man was now convinced
that the fcandalous wretch, from vice
and wickednefs, had concertcd with the
governor’s brother, and fcattered the
filth of criminality on the veft of her
chaftity. From thence, having difguifed

E 3 his
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his perfon in a clay-coloured veft, and
rubbed his head and face with alhes, like
world-roaming dirveflies," he began to
meafure the road of fearch, and eagerly
purfued the path of enquiry. Irt each
city and town on his route, he examin-
ed every ftreet and window of the
houfes, till at laft he arrived at the
place where the two impures were con-
cealed; and, as it happened, at once
came to the door of the houfe they in-
habited. The old procurefs, whom he
knew, coming out, the young man (now
fuperior to her in experience) afked,
“ What is a certain female doing ?”
The fimple matron replied without he-
fitation, * She is quaffing with her lover

the cup of mutual enjoyment.” The
young man continued, “ Tell her. Thy
“ mhufband ftands at the gate, and if thy
“ coming here was without thy will,
haften now, and feize the opportunity
of efcape.” The weak old woman

immediately

' Such is tbcir habit and cuflom.
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immediately returned, and delivered the
meflage of the hufband to the infamous
wife ; who, on hearing it, loft the trea-
fure of her fenfes, and the colour faded
upon her cheeks. Putting her head out
of a window, fhe beheld her hufband
ftanding in a beggar’s habit, greatly
diftrefled and agitated; upon which,
coming in confufed hafte to her lover,
/he informed him of the circumftance,
and faid, “ Before my hufband can feize
us, and while the ability is not loft

“

from our hands, it is proper to go
hence, or our affairs will end in dif-
“ appointment.” The wicked gallant
inftantly taking her out by a back door,
mounted her upon a courfer fleet as the
wind, and commanded two of his fer-
vants, on whofe courage and alertnefs he
could place full depsndance, that travel-
ling upon the wings of fpeed they fhould
condud her to another city, and conceal
her in a habitation where no one would
fufpeft her to be.

E4 The
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The hufband, when he faw his wife
put her head out of the window, fud-
denly turned another way, and feemed
not to obferve her. Liftening after this,
he heard no voices within doors ; upon
which he guefied it was fhe who had
kindled the fire of calamity, and that fhe
was the fcatterer of the duft of her own
difhonour. He then thought within
himfelf, “ It is not improbable, but that
“ this houfe may have two entrances,

that lhe may go out at the other

while I am Handing at this, and am
“ meafuring the air with my hands.”
He now haftened to the back part of the
houfe, v/here he faw a female clofely
veiled, and mounted on horfeback, at-
tended by two fliaters * completely arm-
ed, holding a ftirrup on each fide, and
hurrying away with the utmoft precipi-
tation. From her fize and appearance,
he knew her to be his dilhonourable
wife. Exerting his agihty, and having

come

f Couriers, or running footoen.
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come up with them, he drew from the
fcabbard a flint-piercing fcymetur, with
which, at one blow, he ftruck one of the
attendants to the ground of annihilation.
The other, on beholding his companion
in this ftate, alarmed for his own life,
turned his face to flight, and the valiant
young man feizing the bridle, mounted
the horfe, and fpeeded with his wife
before him towards his own city. On
his arrival near It, refleding upon the
fcandal of appearing thus in daylight, he
flopped in a gardenj intending, under
the darknefs of night, to punifh * his
wicked partner in a way that the veil of
fecrecy might not drop off, and then to
return home. As he had undergone
much fatigue in travelling from town to
town, and fearching every flreet, lane,
and

K Probably to put her to death. There is too
much reafon to believe, that in countries where
women are fecUided, the jealous huftand with

impunity punifhes the 'vifc, innocent or guilty,

with death, more erpecially in the higher ranks
of life.
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and alley, wearinefs and pain had be-
numbed his limbs. He lay down, and
ordered the wife to chafe his feet, when
fuddenly, the ambufhed robbers of drow-
finefs having attacked the cafila‘ of his
vigilance, plundered the treafure of his
fenfes; and under the influence of his
numbering ftars, having extended his
limbs like thofe of abody bereaved of its
foul, he lay entirely'overcome by fleep.

As the juggling fky in every revo-
lution brings forth fome novel deception,
the governor’s brother, learning what
had happened, followed in purfuit, and,
by tracing the marks of his horfc’s fhoes
on the road, at length reached the gate
of the garden. He entered, and beheld
the drowfy-flarred hufband faft afleep,
like his own negleftful fortune, and the
wife fitting by him. Efteeming the op-

portunity
~ This la commonly dene in eaftern countries,

'to promote circulation of the blood.
* Caravan.
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portunity precious, he drew from its
fcabbard an highly tempered blade, in-
tending to lay the unfortunate man more
~orpid on the bed of death ; but the
favage woman, innately wicked, pre-
vented him from it, and faid, “ This
black-ftarred wretch is not deferving
enough to pafs in fo eafy a manner to
hell, but merits a variety of punilh-
ment and torture. It is neceffary firft
to imprefs our revenge in this world
of retaliation on the mind of this evil-
fated wretch, and afterwards difpatch
“ him head downwards to the infernal
regions, fo that to his laft moments,
in his heart may remain, like the
ftreaks of a tulip,” the wounds of
agonizing pain.” She then affifted
her gallant in binding his hands and feet
with a cord.

During

Scars and wounds by Perfian writer* are
compared to the ftreaky tinti of the tulip. To
Europeans the figure appean llrar.ge.
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During this operation, the poor huf-
band, opening his eyes, beheld fate
fitting at his elbow, the mejfTenger of
death hovering over his head, and any
poffible relief loft from his hands. He
blamed his own fimplicity and want of
forefight, but remedilefs, according to
the maxim, that it is impoffible to erafe
the written decrees of fate, refigned him-
felf to deftiny. The infamous woman,
throwing the cord over the branch of a
tree, drew it up till her huftand became
fufpended head downwards, and, like a
rope-dancer, dangled in the air; while
fhe, with impudent fmiles and leers, fat
before his face with her gallant, and
quaffed wine from the goblet of mirth.

Now is the period arrived,” faid
this infamous adulterefs, “ that | fhall
enjoy ample revenge, and pour the
venomous dregs of agony into the
throat of this heaven-defertcd wretch.
In the moment of expiring life, he

“ fhall

“
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Ihall tafte the bitternefs of wkneffing
the happinefs of a rival. W ith mul-
tiplied torture fhall his head be fe-
vered from his impure neck, and hung
upon his fhoulders. For fuch crimes
as his, a milder punifhment ought not
to await him.”

The unfortunate hufband, when he
beheld what he ought not to have feen,
though tortured by bodily pain, in ex-
treme agony and diftrefs of foul, fought
redrefs from the power of the All-feeing,
under convidtion that, “ whoever trufts
“ firmly in God, will afTuredly be de-
livered.” '

At length, (by divine decree) from
intoxication of liquor, the brains of the
wicked adulterers became exhaufted of
underftanding, and they fell down fenfe-
lefs from exceflive drunkennefs on the

bed of evil deftiny, while their goblets,
filled

“* A wei-fe from the Koran.
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filled to the brim, remained upon the
carpet. The hufband, fufpended head
downwards, beheld the wretched fitua-
tion of thefe abandoned beings, but hec™®
not the power of revenge. J

At this crifis, by command of the
omnipotent diredlor of fate, a black
fnake, devourer of blood, fuddenly de-
fcending from an upper branch of the
tree, entwined himfelfround the unhappy
hufband, and with venom-fwol'n mouth
glided his head clofe to his face, bending
over his eyebrows with fierce and poi-
fonous Jook. The young man, from
alarm at this life-endangering peril,
emblematic of tfudden death, was over-
powered, and faid in his heart, “ Graci-
ous God! what is this that has
happened to me! Sufpended head
downwards from the branch of a tree,
and tied hand and foot by cords,
having witneffed under my own eye
fuch heart-afflifting dilgrace j with all

this
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this calamity, a deftruftivc demon, at
fight of whofe form the gall diflblves
to water, refts upon my head, threat-
ening at every breath my diflblution.’
What evil deed or unworthy adbion
can have been committed by me, all
guilty as | am, that God in retribution
for It hath involved me in fuch tor-
ments, and fentenced me to fuch
variety of punifhment in this world ?
Moft probably, this life-deftroying
monfter, after a few more refpirations
of life, to which death is preferable,
will with his blood-devouring venom
blot the charaders of my being from
the tablet of exiftencc. Since, how-
ever, the pen of almighty providence
mui'l have inferted in the volume of
decree his commands relpefting fuch
an ill-fated wretch as myfelf, and
that I fhould hurry to the bourn of
annihilation in this difgrace and dif-
appointment; what refource is there,
but that I fhould refign myfelf to my

“ lot.
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lot, and give up the treafure of life to
the demand of death. Yet my fe-
vereft grievance is, that thefe aband-
oned and infamous profligates, having
efcaped from my hands, have met'
again in the enjoyment of their wifties,
while | depart from the prifon of this
trouble-founded manfion, according
to the wifh of my enemies. In my
grave | will utter the fire-heated figh;
and from the clay of mytomb, the
vapours of my forrows fhall afcend to
the heavens.”

Such were the foliloquies of the huf-
band, thus enchained in the grafp of
misfortune, with his own heart, when
the fnake wound himfelf to the earth,
and gradually curving to the pillows of
the two criminals, crept three times round
them, and at each glanced upon them
with his poifon-inflamed eyes. After
this, approaching a goblet filled with
wine, he fmelt at it, and when the fumes

of
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«f fhe liquor reached his fcent, erefted
his head, and with furious rage difcharg-
.mg the venomed particles in his mouth,
flied a few drops of a yellow colour in-
lining to green, into the cup. Then
y-"*~returning to the fufpended hufband, in
the fame manner as before, twining round
his body, and for an inftant holding his
mouth clofe to his face, he gave a gentle
look, at him, and afcending the branches
of the tree by the way he had come,
difappeared from fight.

The confined hufband, at fight of
fuch a wonderful circumftance, became
overwhelmed in the ocean ofamazement,
and was unable to comprehend the va-
rious myfteries of the inventor without
deceit or juggle ; nor did he conceive
what wine of his fkill was fermenting in
the goblet, or, from the revolutions of
the changeful fkies, what wifdom-puz-
zling novelty would next appear on
the furface of adtion. When a little
- VoL. 1. F interval
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interval after this had elapfed, the adul:-
terer awoke from the fleep of intoxica-
tion, and fitting up, beheld his miftrefs
flambering on the bed of repofe, in the
attitude of gracefulnefs, and the full cup.
glowing like the rofe befide him. When
the confufion of his head was fomewhat
fettled, he feized the envenomed draught,
and fwallowed it at one gulp. In half
an hour, the deadly poifon taking full
effedt, made him drunk with the wine of
annihilation; and foon afterwards the
wicked adulterefs awoke, and beheld her
lover overcome with the liquor of death.

At fight of this, becoming afflided
with exceflive grief, fhe was plunged
into the ocean of amazement, and could
not in the leaft divine, how the wine
from the ftill of death had been poured
into the chryftal cup of his exiftence, or
his head fallen from the foft pillow of
life on the earth of deftrudioii. As
(he had thus fuddenly been hurled from

the
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the fhdre of hope into the whirlpool of
defpair, and the elevating intoxication
of.enjoyment was changed into the con-
&fed giddinefs of defpondency, rage
K J I became predominant in her abomi-
vj( nable mind, and the fpirit of fury (hook
her frame. Snatching, with hafte, the
keen fabre of her dead paramour from
the fcabbard, fhe rufhed towards her
hufband, intending to difpatch the un-
fortunate man, and to pour out the
wine of life from the bowl of his
extftence on the ground of deftruftion.

The hufljand, when he faw his wick-
ed partner, in the agitations of rage and
emotions of fury, with a drawn fcymetar,
was alarmed; for, bound as he was hand
and foot, and fufpended head downwards
from the branch of a tree, he could not
even have encountered a moufe, but ftill
lefs his wife, who was as a favagc cat.
Remedilefs, he condefcended to try con-
ciliatory intreaties, and faid, “ Appeafe

F 2 “ thyfelf
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“ thyfelf an inftant, and llften to a few
words of requeft, which, fhould they
prove acceptable to thy gentle mind,
fo much the better; if not, the powe”
is in thy hands.”

The wife now laying down the wea-
pon, exclaimed, “ Ah ! thou villain,
“ deferving of impalement, fpeak quiclc-

ly what thou haft to fay.” The un-
fortunate captive in the fnare of calamity,
having firft foothed her with many
gentle expreffions, with all humility and
foftnefs continued thus:

“mln what has been done by thee, |
am convinced thou hadft no power;
for, as in the divine records the fcribe
“mof decree chofe to ornament the edifts
“ on my forehead® with thefe flourifhes

" Of

I

“

The Mahummedans believe that the decreed
events of every man’s life are imprefled itt
divine chandlers on his forehead, though not to

be
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“
“

I

VA
/ “

of difgrace, and the pen of fate had
Iketched on the leaves of providence
fuch difhonourable chara(8ers in my
‘ name, wifdom permits me not to be
angry with fuch an angel-faced and
fun-refplendent charmer as thyfelf.
A's not the leaft injury can be fufped-
ed from me to thyfelf, of what benefit
will be my murder ? W hat advantage
can arife from fhedding the blood of
one from whofe exiftence we fear no
harm ? If, indeed, that honourable
perfonage who gave up his foul to
thy love, had not departed to the c.tvc
of death, then to burn the thorns of
my life in the fire of diflblution would
have been of ufe; but now, (may his
foul repofe in the moft blifsful para-
dife ') as he has deferted this peri/h-
F 3 “ able

be fcen by mortal eye. Hence they ufe the
word Nafleeb, anghce ftam['ed, for dediny.
Moft probably, the iiea was taken up by Ma-

h

umtnud from the fcaling of the Elcft, iii:n-

tioneJ in the Revelaiions.
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able world, it is better that thcwi
refign thyfelf to patience, and cover
the imperfedions of my faults with
the veil of forgivenefs. You well

know that I am a man, who, thoughj.”

the millftone of the Ikies was defcend-
ing on ray head, would not deviate
from my promife, and I now folemnly
declare, that if at prefent, regarding
our former connexion, thou wilt fpare
my blood, I will efteem thee dearer to
me than ever, nor hurt even a hair of
thy head. In this world of chance,
between lovers and their beloved, futh
affairs as ours very frequently occur.
Thou art not the inventor of them,
nor didft thou form them of thyfelf.
It is not fitting, then, for fuch a
flight error, which happened by the
decrees of fate, that | fliould gird my
loins in revenge againft one like tliee
fo gentle. Truly faith the poet,

VERSE.
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VERSE.

v has
“ happened” let it pafs.
*0 “ If from thy black mole cruelly befet mty
‘w'elet it pafs.
If my heart, from thy magic glance, voas
“ pierced, let it pafs.
“ If quarrels happen among lovers, let them
* pafs.
“ There can be no diffuft at thy anions;
“ bring the ‘juine ;
“ Every vexation, when we are reconciled®

“ vanifhes away”

The fbol-deceiving flattcrie-s of the
hufband overcame the wife. Immedi-
ately loofening the bands from his hands
and feet, and releafing him from the cap-
tivity of deftruftion, fhe proftrated her
head at his feet to beg forgivenefs of her
paft crimes. The young man, regarding
his promife, refrained his hands from
killing the infamous woman; and, hav-

F4 ing
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ing ofFered up proper thankfgivings at
the throne of the Almighty, he returned
to his houfe. Folding up his Ikirt
from the cares of this world, he retired
to a fmall and obfcure apartment, and
employed himfelf the reft of his days
in religious duties.

To be captivated, my prince, with
the outward beauty of women; to com-
mit thyfelf to the wild wafte of madnefs,
and for a few days enjoyment to prefer
an age of vexation, cannpt be among the
inftitutes of wifdom, nor have the adorn-
ers of the aflembly of learning and
prudence, approved fuch conduft; be-
caufe the rofy cheek of woman is un-
blefled by the tinge and perfume of
conftancy, and apparently this worthlefs
fex, like pafte, is merely femblance.

VERSE.
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VERSE.

fi®/ien poets were depiSing injlances of con-
ftang”

At the chapter of women they flopped their
pens.

When fhe tanfit at the gate of another.

She no longer wi/hes to fee thine.

Woman may be a friend, but onlyfor afeafon.

While fhe can get no other, f)ie will be kind

to thee."

* Dow concludej what he has given of thi»
tale, (@Uogethfr very wide from the original,
in circumftanccs and language) with the fol-
lowing fentence ; “ When fate wrote dswn the
¢ fair catalogue of female virtues, a blot fell
“ upon gratitude from his pen.” This is an
evident imitation of sterne’s recording Angel,
&C.

CHAP.
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CHAP.VII.

STrORT IL

HNistorians inform us, that fome
friends having prepared a banquet in a
garden, enjoyed each other’s company;
and, having collefted every requifitc of
joy and feftivity, in fpite of fortune and
defiance of care, pufhing about the wine
of mirth in the goblet of agreeable fo-
ciety, added luftre to the pleafure of
afibciation, by joyous remarks and bon
mots exciting delight. In this fituation,
a ftranger intruded upon their privacy,
and after the Mahummedan cuftom,
fpoke the Salaum. The company re-
turned the compliment in a cold man-

ner.
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ner, efteemed his arrival intrufive,
and, not in the leaft attending to him,
only regarded his prefence as interrupt-
ing their pleafant fociety.

The young man guefled their feel-
ings; and glowing with the warmth of
mortification, fat down bafhfully on a
corner of the carpet. After a little time,
lifting his head from the collar of reflec-
tion, he removed the talifman of filencc
from the treafure of fpeech, and fcatter-
ed handfuls" of brilliant gems and prince-
ly pearls Dbefore the company in his
mirth exciting deliveries ; fo that the
cloud of fullennefs became wafhed away
from the countenances of the aflembly,
by the tranflucent water of his brilliant
wit. The afl*embled friends, who till
now were frozen like ice, became foftened

by

e In the original, Ikirt or laps full.

» The Orientah compare the compofition of
verfcs, or a figurative oration, to the threading
of pearls amd precious ilone*.
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by his pleafant manners j and the rofe-
buds of their minds, which had become
fhrunk from the young man’s intrufion,
he expanded into bloflom, by the breezes
of his pleafant narratives, various anec-
dotes, delightful jefts, and witty repar-
tees. In fhort, he made the company fo
happy,-that regarding now his prefence
as moft fortunate, they valued his ac-
quaintance in their hearts, and treafured
up the riches of his friendfhip in their
minds.

The young man had a great fhare of
perfonal comelinefs, but upon his face
were fome uncommon marks ; one like
the aftronomical figure of feven, and
another in the form of a crofs. One'"of
the company obferving this, faid to him,

From thy heart-delighting words, the
“ minds of us friends have expanded
“ like the rofe j but do not refiain to

explain the caufe of thefe frefh cha-
“ rafters which are ftamped on the

« pages
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“ pages of your noble afpeftj for your
humble fervants are puzzled, and, if
“ it is not an impertinence, requeft that
they may -hear from vyour pcarl-like
narrative the explication of this figni-
ficant (fooreh) myftery, fo that by
your kindnefs they may unravel the
knot of doubt from the Ikein of their
hearts.” The young man, drawing
his head from compliance, begged to be
cxcufed from the unrcafonable demand,
and made apologies; but his friends
becoming ftill more curious, importuned
him to unfold the fecret.

The young man, inftigated by a wifli
to fatisfy their minds, remedilcfs, ex-
panded his tongue to fpeech, and faid,

Although this adventure is not fit
“ to come into the mould of narration,
“ yet, out of regard to the wifh of my

friends, | will relate it.”

THE
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THE YOUNG MAN’'s STORY.

Let it not be concealed, that from
this period, about twenty years, your
atom-like Have lived as a foldier. One
day, in company with fome faithful
friends and fimilarly minded companions,
I went to vifit a fruit garden. In it was
a tree taller tlian all the reft; its dates
hanging in clufters, like moift confec-
tions, delicious, full of juice, fweet and
full-flavoured, but, from the great height,
the hand of no one’s power could pluck
the fruit. No perfon having yet had the
boldnefs to climb the tree, its produce
was free from the devaftation of man.

VERSE.

It was a date tret ef tallejl growth.

From whofe Jize the garden received honour.
Every clufter of itsfruit was aflorehoufe

offweets, from which the crow and paroquet

feized a treafure.
As
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As your flave, in the- cxercife of
iwarming trees, efjjedally the date, the
cocoa nut, and the palmyra, had attain-
ed the utmoft agility, and my friends
efteemed me femous in this art, all of
?hem at once laying the hand of avidity
on my Ikirt, faid, “ Under the aufpices

of your kindnefs, we hope that we

Ihall tafte the rare and richly flavour-

ed dates of this tree, and alfo have
“ the pleafure of beholding how you

can afcend fo lofty a ftem, whofe
head reacheth the battlements of the

“ 1ky, and of whofe fruit none hath yet
eaten but the foarers of the air. It
muft be by miracle, for what power

" has humanity to fcale the turretsof
the heavens?” Though | turned
myfelf afide from this requeft, begged
in every mode to be excufed, and evaded
the trial, my friends, out of extreme
Ij”~nging for the dates, would not with-
draw their hold from my poor perfon.
At length, in fpite of difinclination, I
tucked
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tucked up my fkirts like a running foot-
man, and drawing up my fleeves, in the
manner of a magic adling rope-dancer,
fwarmed up this heaven-touching tree,
which you might have ftyled the ladder
of the iky; while a vail crowd below
formed a circle around the trunk, to
admire my agility.

When | had reached the top, from
its towery height, the tallcft and luftieft
men who flood below feemed to my fight
as infant children, and fometimes my
fight was loft half-way. The crowd be-
gan to form alarming conjeftures in their
minds concerning my fafety. In fliort,
having gathered fome clufters of great
beauty, richnefs, and fragrance, | put
them into the fkirts of my veft, and
threw others to my friends below ; when
fuddenly, a black fnake with a white
hood tinged with yellow, of great thick-
nefs and length, from whofe life-deftroy-
ing glance the gall would melt to water,

and
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and the ftouteft heart diflblve like fult,
appeared among the leaves and darted
towards me, devoted to death. A trem-
bling feized my whole frame at the
fight; and from dread at his monftrous
figure, my joints and members feemed
as if they would feparate from each
other, and the bird of life would quit
the neft of my body. Should | throw
myfelf down, reafoned | to myfelf, the
fpiritual foarer will half-way in the de-
fcent break her elemental cage ; and if
| ftop here, this heart-melting ferpcnt,
which refembles a divine judgment, or
fudden calamity, will devour me in an
inftant at one morfel. Both thefe arc
grievous ; but what is ftill more afflift-
ing is, my becoming a mark for the
tongue of mankind, who will fay, " The

foolifh wretch, a flavc to gluttony,

facrificed his life for a few dates.”
O God of heaven! thus to die, and
ftamp by the manner of my exit an evil
fame on the records of time! What a

VOL. I. c foul



97 BAHAR-DANUSH ; OR, CH. 7.

foul-affliéling difficulty has fortune
brought upon me, weak and helplefs
creature ! In fhort, while I was meditat-
ing, the blood-devouring ferpent reach-
ed me, and folding himfelf around me,
hung from my neck like a wreath, dif-
tpding hisjaws, full of wind and venom,
clofe to my mouth ; and fixing his dark,
poifonous eyes upon my face, began to
dart out his tongue.

From affright, my fenfes nowdefert-
cd me, fo that to defcribe my alarm and
defpair is out of the power of relation,
and cannot be comprefled into the mold
of expreffion : my hair even now ftands
credl at the rccolledion. Such a dry-
nefs feized my joints and members from
terror, that not the leaft moifture re-
mained in my body, and the blood be-
came ftagnant in my veins. My nails
clung fo clofely to the trunk, that you
would have faid they were the fingers of

the
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the chinar’ growing from the tree. A
raft concourfe of people flood around
beloWj who beat together the hands of
diftrefs, and from defpair uttered cries
and fhrieks, which reached my ears in
horrible found; while my kinfmen and
friends, fetting up the exclamations of
lamentation, in defpondency {battered
duft upon their heads.

At this crifis, a well-looking young
man, of tali ftature, mounted on an
horfe, without a faddle, and accompanied
by a fervant carrying a bow and two or
three arrows, came to the place, and
enquired the reafon for the aflemblage of
fo great a concourfe, and their outcries ?
Some of them informed him, pointing
me out to him with their fingers. The
youth, having examined my fituation,
and the folds of the ferpent round my
neck, faid, “ Are there here any of the
“ neareft kiji to this death-dsvoted per-

c 2 “ fon?”

' 1 bdhvc tlie oriental plsne.
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foa ?” Upon which my brethren and

relatives prefent, who were fhedding the
tears of regret at rriy condition, replied,

I

Yesj what would you fay to us?”

The youth continued; “ It muft be

evident and clear to all, that death
already fits upon the forehead of yon-
der unfortunate, whofe efcape from
calamity by means of human wifdom
feems improbable, if not impoflible;
yet, if laying hold on the ftrong cord
of refignation, and the firm handle of
divine goodnefs, you will give me
leave, trufting in him who is all-
powerful to deliver, | will fhoot an
arrow through the body of the blood-
devouring fnake, and try the pre-
deftination of this death-feized youth.
I am a perfedl judge of diftance, and
in the fkill of archery a profeflbr. |
can hit the foot of an ant in a dark
nightj and fhould they hang a grain
of muftard by a fingle hair, 1 fhould
not mifs it an hair's breadth. My

« 1kill
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flcill in this art is fuch tliat I cannot
exprefs; for the direiftion-point of the
arrow in the bent is in my power.
The Almighty exalted the ftandard of
this fcience in the habitable quarters
of the globe for me, and in this art
the drums of celebrity found in my
name on the plain of the fevcp rc-
gions. As an inftance, at prefent |
fhall not mifs, and at the firft aim fo
bring down the head of yonder fer-
pent, that even the wind of the arrow
fhall not reach the face of the young
man, or an injury happen to a fmgle
hair. However, as divine decree
rules all things, and Providence afts
for itfelf, 1 am apprehenfive that the
matter may turn out contrary to my
wifhes, and you in that cafe, fixing
your hands on my fkirts, may accufe
me of fhedding his blood.”

The whole concourfe now, with one

voice, exclaimed, and f;;:d, “ For the

G 3 “ delivery
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delivery of the young man there can
be no remedy but this. If he has a
predeftination of longer life, from this
happy policy he will obtain a reco-
very, and the arrow of prayer will
reach the mark of acceptance j if not,
he is already placed in the jaws of
fate.” My kinfmen refigned them-
felves to my deftiny, and confented to
the young man’s fliot.

The youth (may the mercy of God
attend his foul!) took the aufpicious-
omened bow in his grafp, and placing an
arrow on the cord, prayed the Almighty
to dired his aim for my fake. Then,
like a magician pradifed in forcery —
no — not magic-like, but altogether
miraculoufly, drew to the (haft, and,
aiming at the eye of the ferpent, let fly.

VERSE.
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VERSE.

T. ht heavens exclaimed™ W tll! and the worlds

Bravo!

%

The point of tlie arrow, like true
policy, reaching its mark, brought the
head of the ferpent to the ground = and
this exclamation from the crowd afcend-
ed to the Ikies, " Praife be to the Giver
“ of life! He cannot die whom HE
deftines to Jive, though he feemeth
dead. God is potentover all things.” *

The point remained in the jaws, and
the young man laying his arrows afide,
advancing, took up the head of the
ferpent, which fuddenly movedj and,
as the cup of the hero’s age was become
flowing over, feizing his lip with its
mouth, clofed its envenomed teeth. The

o 4 noble

e A verfe from the Koran, much quoted by
the Mufluluiauns as a proof of prcdcftination.
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noble youth, angel-like, fleeted to Para-
dife in the twinkling of an eye; and
the head of the fnake, like a paper-
catching filh," remained faftened on his
lip.

Asfain burft forth.the exclamations of
ail ranks affembled. Overwhelmed in the
fhorelefs ocean of amazefnent, they afrefh
acknowledged an omnipotent Ruler;
convinced, from the various fchemes and
differing defigns of the ever-exifting
God, (to the court of whofe glory, the
meflenger of man’s penetration has no
admittance) that weak human nature has
no means of diving into his councils.

W hile they were engaged in adora-
tion and lamentations. I, having offered
up thankfgivings and grateful prayers to
almighty God, as fervently as in the

power

' What this means | cannot affirm; probably,

Il bait made of coJoured paper in form of a
fmall fifh;
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power of man, defcended from the tree,
and following the corpfe of that fhrub of
the garden of paradife, attended it to
the unavoidable refting place.  Having
performed the offices of wafhing and
enfhrouding, I committed it as a treafure
to the earth, and refigned It to the mercy
of God. From the grave I repaired to
his houfe, and, agreeably to the cuftoms
ofthe age, comforted his family, obferv-
ing the ufual condolences. I remarked
to them, that in this decaying edifice of
mortality, from fuch a certain, though
affliiting event, no one had any efcape,
nor could lamentation or forrow produce
any other alleviation than the refigned
calm of fubmiffion.

After the duties of condolence were
fulfilled, 1 remained awhile at the houfe.
There 1 beheld the daughter of my
preferver, like a moon of two weeks,
clad in blueifh coloured robes, as mourn-
ing for the death of her father. Whole

conftel-
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conftellations of ftars, which, however,
were but pafling meteors, flowed from the
receflts of her eyes. The amiable fob-
bings of her breaft drew fighs from my
heart, and her curly treffes became fnares
to my fouL The week, in which the
family was immerfed in forrow, with me,
from impatience and anxiety, pafled
flowly as feven years.

When they had thrown offthe robes
of mourning, and folded up the carpet of
forrow, obferving the ufual compliment of
fending variety of confeftionS arid fweet-
meats, different meats and perfumes at
feveral times, | by degrees eftablilhed
and confirmed the bands of Intimacy
and connexions of friendfliip; till at
length, the cuftomary approaches to a
union took place, and the interchange
of fending rarities and valuables was
_performed between us. After this, hav-
ing difclofed my wifhes, | requefted to
lay the foundation of unanimity, and tie

the
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the knot of matrimony. }ler mother,
for fome time pretending impediments
and difinclination, at laft, attending to
the cad= of our friendfhip and intimacy,
ftrung the precious gem of the cafltet of
purity on my marriage thread.

From exceflive joy that fuch a Hoori
was become my companion, and fo beau-
tiful an angel the partner of my bed, my
heart expanded as the blofiom of the
rofe, and, from fwelling exultation, |
could not. contain myfelf in my veft.
| ufed my utmoft endeavours to win the
approbation of her heart and gain her
love ; fo that at length the loadftone of
my fondnefs attrafted her foul, and the
beloved in turn became the lover. A-
mong our relations and mutual intimates,
the account of our attachment and re-
gard for each other became the fub-
jed of remark, and, by degrees, the
theme of converfation among high and
low throughout our viciuity; fo that, at

laft.
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laft, the true love and cordial friendfhip
of my wife reached the higheft pitch.
She exceeded me in every refpeft ; and
in the duties of attention, fubmiflion,
and chaftity, bore away the ball of fu-
perior aftivity.

Some time thus pafled, and the bafis
of our unanimity and afFedtion feemed
firmly fettled, when lo, one night, about
twelve o’clock, while the drums“ of
the imperial palace were founding, |
chanced to awake, and on looking a-
roundj found not my wife in bed; but
fuppofing that flie might have rifen
on fome neceflary houfchold occafion,
and fleep overpowering me, | laid my
head again on the pillow, and funk to

reft.

* The nobut, or royal band of mufic, which
plays at every third hour during the night and
day. The nobut is alfo allowed tr> ihe higher
ranks of nobility; who, however, without an
efpccial permiffion, cannot ufe it within the
diftance of twenty.four miles from the imperial
pilace or camp.
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reft.. The fame circumftance, however,
occurred again the following night;
when my doubts of her virtue became
fomewhat roufed, and on the third night
the fartie happened. Long did I diltend
my eyelids in the path of impatience for
her return, when at the very clofe of
night, nearly upon the crowing of the
cock and the call of the Muezzin to the
prayer of dawn, the tread of her feet
reached my ears, and the creaking of
the houfe-door in opening and fhutting
was plain. This time my fufpicions
became confirmed, and the rent ofcrim-
nality appeared clearly in the veftment
of her purity. My heart became fet
upon unravelling this enigma, and anxi-
ous impatience poflefied my foul.

One night, in order to ioofen the
knot from the proceedings of the un-
worthy woman, and find out the myftery,
| fat up, and would not recline my head
to fleep. | faw clearly, that from my

wake-
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w/ikefulnefs the tokens of gloom ap-
peared on the countenance of the ftar-
flumbering wretch, and with winks and
nods, * lhe tempted me to repofe. As |
had gained knowledge of her unworthy
defigns, out of policy | laid my head
upon the pillow, and pulling the quilt
over it, began to make long breathings,
like one faft afleep. The black-vifaged™
woman, innately wicked, when fhe fup-
pofed me, like her own ftar, locked in
flumber, without delay arofe from bed,
and clambered over our court wall. |
got up alfoj and concealing a fliort
fabre under my arm, and veiling my
head in acloth, followed her. The evil
and abominably adling jade, wit'h fwift
pace, took her way towards the country.
About the diftance of two miles was a
grove of tamarind trees, under which
was a hermitage. Within it a collinder,

thick

Wicked, deferted by her belter llarj.
* An expre{Gon for toying and dalliance,
y That is, vicioil4.
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thick-necked as a bufFJo, pounding
bang/ and every now and then twill-
ing his whilkers in anger, fat waiting for
her by a fire he had kindled. She went
to him, and | flood clofe to the hut,
ifhder the concealment of the trunk of a
tree.

The collinder,* inftantly on her ar-
rival, rofe up ina fury. W.ith the club,
which was the inllrument to pound his
bang, having foftened her back and fides,
he beat her niofl: feverely, and with crucl
violence dragged her by the hair out of
the hut. My wife, opening her mouth
in apology, fald, “ Though I have cer-
“ talnly cfFended, yet my fault only

proceeded

* Bang is a fpccics of hemp, the juire of
which intoxicates, and is much ufcd by the
Afiatics, both to drink and mix wiih their
finoaking tobacco. It is pounded in a wooden
mnrtar.

* It is faid that the colMndcrs, and other fa-
qiieers, frequently abufe the anfterity of fpiritual
guidance, by intrigues with thci; fair difciplcs.
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proceeded from inability; for my
** evil-ftarred and black-fated tyrant

to-night was wakeful. When fleep
** overtook him, | hurried running to
your prefenee. Pardon, then, this
involuntary delay, and cover my
crimes with the veil of forgivenefs.”
After fome time the ferment of the col-
linder's paffion fubfided; and having
admitted the vicious and naturally bafe
woman within the hut, he fcattered the
afhes of fin on the head of his fortunes,
and made her, as well as himfelf, abo-
minable in the eyes of both worlds.

“

At fight of fuch wickednefs, the fire
of agony inflamed my whole frame, and
the trembling of rage fhook my body.
While | was in this ftate, the collinder
came ou6, and advancing to the tree be-
hind which | flood, fat down. As | was
perfed in the exercife of the fabre, |
ftruck it with all my force at his neck,
caft his impure head like a ball to the

earth;
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earth ; and afceading the tree, remained
hidden among the leaves. When, after
.this, a fhort interval had clapfed, my
black-famed wife coming from within,
called to the coUinder. No found arofe,
becaufe the headlefs fowP could not crow.
When fhe advanced nearer, beheld
his head fallen from the body, and his
blood flowing In currents, at fuch a
fight, the flames of grief fcized upon her
wicked mind, and fhe returned terrified
into the hut. From thence, however,
fhe fpeedily re-appeared, bearing In one
hand a keen fcymetar, and In the other
a light.

Now, like a maniac, Hie began to
fearch every part of the grove, that fhe
might wreak her vengeance on the per-
petrator of the deed. She was fo filled
with rage andfury, that had an hungry
tyger met her fhewould have attacked

VOoL. I. H him .

*  AnA%cnng to our proverb of “ dead men
teil tio tales.”



114 tAHAR-DANUSH i#R, CH. 7,

him. When fhe could find no trace of
the murderer, flie returned defpondingly}
and having m”rapped the corpfe in a mat,
took it upon her flioulders, and carrying
it about the diftance of two miles, caft it
into a watercourfe, from which, forrow-
ful and gloomy, lhe retired towards the
city.

Haftening fwiftly homewards, | reach-
ed my houfe before the adulterefs could
arrive, and went to bed, drawing the
quilt over me as before. When the
abominable wretch came in, (ho thought
me afleep, and, her mind being fatisfied
on that point, fat down in fullennefs on
the edge of the bed. When the darlc-
nefs of night was paft, and morning
began to dawn, rifing up, according to
my ufual cuilom, I employed myfelf in
ofFering .up my prayers. My adulterous
wife had feven brothers, profefled fight-
ers, and ftrong as Isfindiar,* but wholly

ignorant,

* The fon of Gufhtafp of the firft dynafty of
Perfia-
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ignorant, unlettered, and without the
leaft fliame or fenfo’ of family honour.
From dread of thefe blockheads, | could
not immediately chaftife my wicked
partner, but refolved to bring it about
by degrees; andj having infured my
own fafety, to put her to death. Out of
policy, and the exigence of the times, |
betrayed no knowledge of the late event,
and let not the leaft hint of it pafs my

tongue.

My wife conllantly, like the afflifted
for the dead, was immerfed in gloomi-
nefs and forrow, and privately fulfilled
the offices of mourning. At length, one
day, when | was preparing for my devo-
tions by the cuftomary ablution, there
ftood in the court a fmall /eflel ofwater,
near which my wife lat upon a llool.

| requefted her to reach it me; upon
H 2 which

Perfii. From his great ftrengih he was en-
titled iron-bodicd, but v/»$ Killtd in combat
with the famuuj Rullum.
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which the treacherous wretch arofe with
much unwlllingnefs. W ith afFeAed de-
licacy ftretching out her hand, ftie im-
mediateiy withdrew it, exclaiming, “ It
“ is fovery heavy, | cannot poflibly lift
“ it.” Without oGufideratjon, from my
tongue thisexclamation involuntarily, like
an arrow from the bent of chance, efia-
ped i “ At all exents it cannot be heavier
" than the curfedcollinder’s body.”

Inftantaneoufly as this obfervation
was uttered, the flames of the woman’s
anger blazcjd on high ; and her colour
changing, the moifture of paidion appear-
ed upon her countenance. With won-
derful agility, iiie fetched from within
the fame collinder-killing fabre, and be-
fore | could look around and prevent it,
like lightning darting upon me, with all
her force aimed a ftroke at my face.
Before | could ac”uft my drefs (like
Euclid finifhing his lketches)thefe ftrange
figures and odd charaders became ftamp-

ed
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ed upon my vilage. At length | over-
powered the curfed danon ; and havmg
tied her hands behind her back, fent for
her brothers, and informed them of the
difgraceful adventure. I then gave up
all donicftic concerns, and eflranging my
iieart from dependancc onworldly affairs,
cbofe freedom from care like the fofun.*
Having robed rm-felf in afhy-coloured
habiliments, | entered into the order of
devotees, and have never fince fhewn my
face among the followers of fortune. The
brothers of the infamous woman, having
confumed her in the fire of their rage,
dilpatdied her foul to the itifern.'il re-
gions.

(0] mT prince, the divine Framer of
the Univerfe has ordained fovereigns for
the benefit ofthe public, and felecSed their
facred perfons from the mafs o f mankind,
for the protection of the people entruft-

H 3 ed

* Richardson tranflates I: the lily.
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cd to them by the Creator. It is not
then befitting that they fhould facrifice
their religion and hearts to the moles,
dimples, trefles, and eyebrows of this
frail fex, whofe compofition is deceit and
cunning, and from whofe rofy cheeks,
to be gratified with the perfume of con-
ftancy is impoffible; nor fhould they
thus make themfelves pointed at by the
finger of man for fuch weaknefs and
folly.

VERSE.

Confide not in thefex, for woman iS as chaff,
IVhich thewind fcattereth in every dire£lion.
Woman, like thegrape, is in infancy innocent;

When unripe, hlufinng\ when ripe, immodefi."

* In his imitation of this chapter, Dow has
changed the greatell part into a llorv of his own
creation; and there is but a faint rcfembLince
of tlie original in the adventures of the >oung
man after hij marriage.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

SrORT HI

A MOTHER courtier thus introduced
the following heart-ravifhing charmer of
hiftory on the fopha of relation.

In a ccrtani city there refided a hand-
fome and accomplifhed young maii™ who
had upon his cheek two fears like the
letters l.aum Aleph, one indented into
the other. He now and then vifited and
amufed me with his brilliant jefts and
fmart repartees. | afked him one day,

How he had received thefe w'ounds ?
“ whether on the field of battle in the
“ line of the courageous, or in an cn-

H 4 “ counter
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counter with aflaffins in theftreet?”
rcquefting him to explain the myftery to
me. The youth, blushing very much,
remained for fome interval filent; after
which, lifting up his head from the col-
lar of refledion, he faid, “ If you will
“ from kindnefs withhold this ;mpor-
“ tunity, it will be agreeable, becaufe
“ the circumftance is not fit to be fpoken
of, but proper to be concealed.”
From this denial, and his blulhing> my
curiofity for the unravelling of this myf-
tery was tenfold more ardentj fo that
becoming more importunate, I repealed
my entreaties beyond all reafon. But
the youth, as before, remained filent.
He would not open his lip to fpeech, or
fuffer the fiih of reply to fwim in the fea
of utterance on this fubje<i%t. However-
fomuch | increafed my demands, he re-
doubled his excufes ; which added to my
curiofity in fuch a degree, that | became
reftlefs, the reins of patience fell from
my hands, and my impertinent teizing
rofe
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rofc to % pitch higher than can be
inwgitied. At kft the young man £*w
no rdburce kft for himfelf, but lifting up
the veil from the face of the charmer of
fecrecy, and ufhering her into the aflcm-
bly of narration, iir fhcn began to
weigh his ftored pearls in the fcales of
delivery, as follows.

THE YOUNG MAN'’'s STORY.

Some time ago | chanccd to go into
the country, by way of amufement, with
fome friends. Sutkienly from the edge
of a foreft appeared un antelope, playful
as the fawn-like eyes of ogling dainfels,
untamed and felf-admiring. She teai-
lefsly approached nearer to us, browling
the verdure and flowers. Seeing this, I»
with the fpeed of the weltern gale, made
fuddenly towards hcrj when lhe, with
the rapidity of lightning, taking the way
of the plain, began to bound on the en-
amelled green. | alfo, giving full rein to

my
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my wind-fpeeding courfer, purfued after
her ; and being foon feparated from my
companions, fhortly entered a wild,
where the fcent of population had never
gratified the fenfe of expeftation. From
the violence of his running, and the in-
tenfe heat, large drops of moifture, like
falling meteors, trickled from my gale-
cqualling and crefcent-fhoed fteed, which
made the furface of the ground appear
like the heavenly expanfe, full of fixed
ftars. Accidentally, his feet finking into
a hollow, he fell upon his head, and I,
like a ball putin motion by the force ofa
mace, was hurled headlong from the fky
to the earth. | felt exquifite torture
from the blow, and feared that the foot
of life had funk into the pit of death,
and the veins of exiftence been torn
afunder j but as my fliare of borrowed
animation was yet remaining, | efcaped
with a bad fprain. When, with an hun-
dred painful efforts, | got up_, and tried

my
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my ftrength, | found not in myielf fuf-
ficient ability, without help of another’s
hand, to reach my faddle. Remedilefs,
I lay fomc time upon the ground, and
endeavoured to colledt myfelf; till at
length the globe of iny head, which,
like the concave of the flcy, refounded,
recovered its ufual tone.

At this crifis, a matron of advanced
age, whofe ftrength the weaknefs of years
had fubdued, and whofe back was bent
with debility, like the arched eyebrow of
the moon-like damfels, the thread of the
pearls of her teeth unftrung, and upon
the furface of whofe forehead time, like
the breeze upon water, had waved
wrinkles, advanced by the aid of a ftaff.
From exceffive feeblencfs, her feet yield-
ed to the unevennefs of the ground, and
fhe advanced, finking and rifng like the
dying gale. 1, at view of her figure,
was overwhelmed in the eddy of amaze-
ment, and became much alarmed ; for.in

this
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this wildcrnefs, the haunt of wild beafts,
to meet iii which the harnan form never
entered my imagmation, and where lion-
hearted heroes wcraid tremble like the
reed, what bufinefs could a female with
fuch debility and feeblenefs have ? |
thought fhe might poffibly be a ghole/
difguifed in this form j or a denvon, who
had taken this fhape ; but that, anyhow,
her perfon was not free from mifchief.
When fhe came nearer, from my great
dread | arofc to compliment her, ufed
much ceremony, and flatteringly entered
the path of foothing and adulation.

The venerable matron, when (he ob-
ferved my condition, advanced tenderly
like a mother; and fhcwing a fympathy
and compaffion beyond expreflion, en-
quired my fituation. Upon which I,
who was funk into the pit of diftrcfs and
bewildered in the labyrinth of amaze-

ment,

*  "An tt'il fpirit, (aid to haunt forefts and
bu»)«pg placcs.
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ment, nor could anyhow tum my facc tn
efcape, from her invaluable kindnefs
colleded my fenfes, and fixing the hand
of hope on the veil of her good offices,
informed her of my adventure. With
all my heroifm and vyalo<ar, | ix'gged
help in my fad condition from the age*
bowed dame, and requefted her to be my
guide in efcaping from this frightful
defart, abounding in deftruftion.

The matron, who, in refolution and
firmnefs of mind, was fuperior to an hun-
dred heroes, lilce the brave of humane
difpofiticn, took me by the hand, and,
like Khizzer,' becoming m.y guide, and

freeing

* A prophet mentioned in the Koran, whom
feme of the Muffulmauns fay, was Phincas,
fome Elias, and fome Saint George of England ;
and others that he was Vizier either to Keikobaud
er Feredoon, ancient Perfian kings. He is (aid
to have drank of the water of immortality ; and
oriental romance frequently introduces him as
»ppearing to affift tlie dillrefftd and bewildered
traveller.
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freeing me from that wildernefs of
gloom, conduced me to the fountain of
fafety. In that dreary wild, this aged
dame pofiefled a cottage, conftruded
with neatnefs, clegance, and foul-refrefh-
ing beauty, on the border of a ftream,
whofe pellucid water was as the fountain
of Khizzer to the parched lip, and
Tunfeem and Kofir" inferior to it in
fweetnefs. She had crefted a ftrufture
of reeds, which glanced the fmile of fu-
periority on the palaces of Casfar and
Fughfoor,* In view, was a fpot liice
the plain of Paradife, and fragrant ani

delightful

Rivers in the Paradife of Mahummud.

*  This general dcfignation is given by the
orientals to the emperors of China, like that of
Pharaoh to the antient Egyptian monarchs; in
like manner as Europeans ftjle the Othmaun
Emperors Grand Seignior, or the Sovereigns of
Hindooftan Great Mogul, without their exilling
titles; and as all the fovereigns of Golconda,
Becjapore, Eerar, Bieder, and Ahmudnuggur, in
Dekkan, were called Koottub, Adil, Ummaud,
Bereed, and Ahmud Shawee, from the firft
founder..
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delightful as the garden of Irim. Va-
riety of flowers were blooming in it, and
melodious birds fat on every fpray.

VERSE.

At every five pacts in that charming
fpotyflowed a delightfully tapedJiream.

The air was pUafant® and the verdant

branches of the trees were laden withfruit.

‘The meandring brook® among the frefh
herbage® appeared as liquid ftlver on an
emeraldfurface. The newlyfprung verdure®
moifi with the dewdrops, feemed as pearls

pendant on boughs of enamel.

T o this paradifical fpot (he brought

m e; and, after the manner of liberal
hofts, generous and kind, engaged in
the duties of entertainment and rules of
hofpitality. Whatever of eatables and
drinkables Ilhe could procure, lhe pre-
pared ; and, in the manner of the be-
nevolent.
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nevoknt, letting loore the' patrot of
fpeech in the fugar-cane plantation of
eloquence, Cald, “ Although this widow-
ed cot cannot be worthy of the abod”™
of fuch an honourable perfonage as
yourfelf, yet, as by the happy aufpices
ofyour ennobling footfteps it has been
“ diftinguifhed, and my confequence
thus encreafed in the wofid; if,
out of compafllon to the humble, you
fhould honour the cottage of this de-
folate widow for a few days, and
place your foot upon my eyes— ”

VERSE.

Shouldjl thoufit upon my head and eyeSt

IJhall rejoice, for thou art gentle.”

I, who had juft efcaped from fuch a
life-deftroying wild, and haply reached
this heaven-like abode, and been refresh-
ed from the countlefs hofpitalities of
this heroic female, received new life.
Having, in gratitude for fuch unhoped

for
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for bleflings, ofFered up with all the
fervour in my power, proper thankfgiv-
ings and prayers at the throne of the
Beftower who looks not for return, |
prayed for the virtuous and devout
matron.

Altjiough my heart was much trc.i-
bled by abfence from home, and repara-
tion from my friends; allured by the
temperature of fuch an Irini-envied fpot
the cleamefs of the ftreams, the frefti-
nefs of the verdure, and the fragrance of
the flowers and fhrubs, | took up my
abode in this heaven-like place. The
virtuous matron having fpread her fuj-
jadeh' in a recefs of the garden, employ-
ed herfelf in her devotions to the
Almighty. I was rapt in wonder at
beholding the condudt of this pure and
truth-difcerning woman, who, in the
weaknefs and imbecility of age, chufing

vol. 1. I *reparation

I' A fmall carpet, which the Mahummedans
jtferve to pray upon.
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reparation from matikind, and in fearch
of the divine Unity, (for which retire-
ment is indifpenfibk) fat on the couc{i of*
refignation.

When that glorious worftipper the
fun had defcended into the temple of
the Weft, and the expanfe of the world
was illumined by the radiance of the
moon, a beautiful maiden, whofe mulk-
like treffes fluttered in artlefs ringlets
around her rofeate cheeks, on her head
the wreath of enchantment inclining fan-
cifully, and the dark curve of her eye-
brow expanded as the afped: of the vir-
tuous, advanced. She brought with
her a heifer, more exactly proportioned
than the mulk-deer. The matron,
when Ihe perceived her, fhewed the figns
of gladnefs in her countenance; aw
having gone to meet her, kliffed her
forehead, and feated her on a reed-wov-
en mufnud, far more delicate than a
thoufand coverings of filk brocade. She

then
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then produced her hermit-Kke provifion,
and having milked the cow, gave part to
me, fome to the beautiful maiden, and
drank a very litdc herfelf. As | fat in
this hut with the angel-faced damfel,
without the intervention of a curtain,
and beiield her fiifcinating charms with-
out a veil, my heartwas entangled in tl)e
fnare of her dark trefles, and the bird of
my foul became a captive in the netof
her glofly ringlets. From excefs of

anxiety, fleep the whole night was a
ftranger to my eyes.

When the virgin' of the heavens,
having drawn from her face the dark veil
of night, was ufhered with dawning
fpleiidour on the court of the world,
according to cuftom, the rofe-cheeked
daughter having arifen, took the cow to
pafture; and the matron, fitting aloTic

12 upon

- The fun it femirinc or mafculinc, a*
fuit» the metaphor of oricntilt.

it
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upon her fujjadeh, was employed in her
devotions.

I advanced towards the mother, and
without ceremony enquired the reafon
why, in (ixch advanced age and infirmity,
ihe had retired from fociety, taken up
her refidence in this fequeftered fpot,
and habituated herfelf to folitude ? |
alfo afked whofe daughter was the charm-
ing maiden her companion ? The angel-
minded matron opened her lips in reply,
and faid, “ My fon, | am a woman who,
“ repprdjng God as all in all, have
eftranged my heart from the enjoy-
ments of a perifliable world, and fixed
the contemplations of my mind on the
foie Supreme. As virtue was no
longer beheld among the fons of this
age, | from neceffity quitted their
conneftion j and, difgufted with po-

pulous places, chofe my abode in this
" wild.”

VERSE.
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VERSE.

In the world | perceived no conftancy.
No one can expefl fidelity from the
* inconftant.

“ I have left offdepending on any intimates,
Sufficientfor meis union with the merciful

“ God.

" This maiden is my fon’s daugh-
* ter. Her father quitted this perifhable
“ world in the vigour of youth, and
“ her mother is alfo departed to the
“ regions of eternity.”

I replied, " My kind mother, from

“ the influence of thy gracious afpira-
" tions, the divine grace has befriended
“ me, till now wandering in the mazes
“ of guilt; and I wifh, in order to attain
“ the virtues of true piety, to follow
“ your example, and never after this to
“ behold the fcene of population. By
“ your gracious and aufpicious fociety,
13 * haply
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haply | may be blefied with the
rewards of futurity. | hope, ovtt of
favour and compaiSon, you will take
me by the hand, and adopt me as a
fonj alfo according to the laws of
Illaam give me in marriage this bloom-
ing (hoot of the ftirub of purity, as
by fuch a favour you would exalt the
head of my honour to the fummit of
the heavens. Her marrying is aduty
indifpenfible, and according to divine
command, the performance of it
binding on your truft. To ufe the
means of its accomplifliment is proper.
Diftinguifh me by the union, became
another man cannot be found of fuch
fidelity and attachment. At prefent
the feeblenefs of age has vifited you,
and life is drawing to its clofe. 1 will
ferve you day and night as a common
and obeying flave, and bow the head
of fubmiffion to your orders.”

The good matron, having tinged the

fingers
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fingers of the bride of my requeft with
the Hinna “ of acceptance, and adorned
the afpeft of the charmer of my wifhes
with the bloom of gratification, made me
rich ill the treafures of delight, by the
band of union with that invaluable pearl
of the ocean of beauty. After fome
days, the marriage ceremonies and nup-
tial rites being accompUnied, ftie ho-
noured me with a feat on the fame
couch as that radiant moon. Long did
| abide with happinefs of mind in that
wild, the envy of the rofe-garden; and
quaffed delight in the blifsful company
and fociety of that Hoori-formed charm-

er.

The modeity and purity of this bril-
liant pearl of the fea of beauty and deli-
cacy were fuch, that left her charms
fliould be injured by a glance from the

1 4 refplendent

" A leaf, which pounded i» applied to the
foies of the feet, the palmj of the hand*, and
fiager ends, which it dies of 1 bright red.
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refplendent beams, fhe would notwalk in
the enclofure of her houfe in amoon-light
night. From bafhfulnefs and modefty,
fhe would not look in my face with bold-
nefs and freedom. As God had united'
in her an amiable difpofition, beauty, and
virtue, and beftowed upon her perfonal
and mental perfeftion, | could fcarcely
contain myfelf from exultation, and ef-
teemed an inftant of her fociety fuperior
to the rule of feven climates, or the
command of the four habitable quarters
of the globe. Doubtlefs there cannot be
to man an higher blefling than a beauti-
ful wife, jafmine bodied, refplendent as
the moon; gentle, good humoured, and
chearful j underftanding her duty, {killed
in domeftic management, fenfible, bene-
volent, adorned with the ornaments of

purity, and graced with the jewels of
virtue.

VERSE.
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VERSE.

A handfome, chearful, and virtuous wift

Can make the poor man happy as a King.

Is all thy day uneafy™ be not afjuSled,

Shouldjl thou at night have a fympathizerin
thy bofom.

Him, thepartner ofwhofe bed is his friendy

On him God has looked with an eye of mercy.

When a beautifulwife is virtuous.,

Her hufband enjoys paradife while beholding
her.

He only tajies terrejlrialfelicity,

Whofe belovedis in mindly union with himfelf.

At length, after fome years, thcangcl-
difpofitioned matron, having quitted
this vain world, retired to the manfions of
eternity; and having cleared her veft from
the defilements of this finful abode, ga-
thered the fruits of blifs from the
branches of Tooba." From the repara-

tion

e Sale, in page 127 of the preliminary dif»

courfc to his excellent and verbally literal tran*
llatton
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tion of that gracer of the throne of
female perfeftion, my condition became
mfad}

flation of the Koran, ddcribing the MuiTulniaDn
eccoant of Partdife, thus fpeaks of the tree
Tooba.

“ They fable that it iland» in the palace of
Mahummud, though a branch of it will reach
to the houfe of every true Believer; that it will
be laden with pomegranates, grapes, dater, and
other fruit of furprifing bignefs, and of talles
unknown to mortaii; fo that if a man defire
to eat of any particular kind of fruit, it will
immediately be prefented to him; or, if he chafe
flelh, birds ready dreffed will be fet before him
according to his wilh. They add, that ilic
boughs of this tree will fpontineoufly bend
down to the hand of the perfon who gathers its
fruits, and that it will fupply the blcffed, not
only, with food, but alfo with filken garments,
tnd healls to ride on ready faddled and bridled
and adorned with the richeft trappings, which
will burft forth from its fruits: and that this
tree is fo large, that a perfon mounted on the
fleetell horfe would not be able to gallop from
one end of its (hade to the other in an hundred
years.” Sals qsotes a« his authority the cele*
brated Commentator Jbllai'L aa Dien Roomi,
author of the admired Mcfnavi.
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&d 5 and without her eftimabk prdence,
the flowering (hrubs of the paradife-like
garden of this heavenly fpot became
irkfome to my mind. Remedilefs, una-
ble to bear the refidence, according to
my former habits, | repaired to the
haunts of man ; and quitting the coun-
try for the city, engaged in genera]
fociety.

On account of ray neceflities, in
order to procure a maintenance, which
is indifpenfable to the ftrugglers on this
earth (and in this world of caufes, with-
out exertion a livelihood cannot be at-
tained), | paid my attentions to perfons
of rank j and having procured a houfe,
placed in it that fun-like beauty, the
envy of the Hoories. | hired a virtuous
matron as an attendant upon her, for
the management of neceflary affairs.
As, in confequence of former duty, the
bands of connexion in the way of fervice
obtained proper confirmation under the

governor
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governor of the city, now and then
leaving my wife in town, in reliance on
the watchfulnefs and fidelity of the old
woman who was entrufted with our
houfehold matters, | went to the coun-
try ; and on account of much bufinefs,
not finding opportunity of return till late,
paffed fome nights abroad.

One day, according to cufbom,
having taken leave of my wife, | was
going on a journey to a certain village,
when the old woman came up to me
and faid, “ | am an aged matron, of ex-
ceffive feeblenefs and debility, fo that |
cannot properly take care of your
houfe, or continue the chaise of its
fecurity. It is fitting that for this
purpofe you lhould appoint another
more alert than myfelf, and excufe
me, for the crifis demands it.”

| fimple man, as | had the fulleft
confidence in the honour of my wife,

not
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not underftanding the myfterious re-
marks of the old woman, who could not
have fpoken more plainly with decency
to the experienced, regarded her delires
to he releafed from the charge of my
houfe, as the interefted evafions of
policy; and having foothed and concili-
ated her, proceeded on my bufinefs. The
next time when, having prepared my

conveyance, | was fetting out upon a
journey, the old woman finding me
alone, faid, “ Stupid man, perceiveft

thou not the tillage of thy honour,
how it has been trodden down by the
feet of trefpafling cattle ? Doft thou
not know, that woman in her nature
is vicious ? However fhe may appa-
rently be graced with the ornaments
of modefty and jewels of purity; ftill
to ufe proper caution and wife preven-
tion, is becoming honour, and incum-
bent on wifdom.”

VERSE.
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VERSS.

Be not confident in woman htcoMfe flit is
chafie.
~ke afs is fafejl tied up” tho' the thief he thy

friend.

From hearing this remark, the bird
o funderftanding fled from the neft of my
brain j the flame ofindignation filled my
mind> and madnefs, from the fumes of
paflTion, overcame my reafon. | exclaim-
ed, “ O ! pious matron, inform me of
«* the account of fafts, and what is the

bufineft ? Perhaps the lightning of
*e calamity has fallen on the ftorehoufe
“ of my honour; and the chryftal vaft
** of my credit and reputation, having
" ftruck againft the (tone of difgrace, is

dafhed to pieces!” The old woman
replied, " Foolifli youth; I have per-
“ formed my duty, and obferved the
claims of fervice. Expedl: not from
me farther connivance, nor defile

“

my
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my vefture in my old age with dilho-
nour i but in any way that thy reaioa
may dired, guard thy property aguaft
the hand of robbers.”

From this occurrence, for a time |
remained motionlefs as a body void of
animation, and confufion overpowered
my faculties. There was no retreat, or
pretence to remain. Remedilefs, hav-«
ing reclined my head on the collar of
refleftion, | had recourfe to policy, when
at this inftant, from the cabinet of my
heart it was thus fuggefted, that having
taken leave of my vicious wife with an
undifturbed countenance, | /hould purfue
my journey. | did fo; and fpeeding
quickly from the fight of my people,
haftened through the city, and alighted
in a garden. Here, like the maniac,
with extreme pangs ofrage and excefs of
griefs fo that every inftant my foul
melted with the heat of agony, and my
heart bled, 1 pafled till evening, aday

more
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more gloomy than the night of mourn-
ing. TJiat day to me feemed formed of
a thoufand years, or as if no night was
to follow it. ‘

At length, when dufk had fpread
her dark mantle over the face of the
horizon, | quitted the garden on foot,
oppreffed, bemoaning my loft enjoy-
ments, and lamenting my honour, hav-
ing concealed my face, after the manner
of a beggar, in a coarfe wrapper. Thus
difguifed, | reached the back part of my
own houfe, and ftood at the foot of the
wall, liftening at every found from with-
in. At length it clearly appeared, after
a lhort interval, that mifchief was awake
and welfare fleeping; evil alive, and
good expired. From excefs of fur)', the
world was dark to my eyes, and trem-
bling feized my frame. Having clomb
the wall, I entered in fuch a manner, that
the found of my feet could not' be
heard.

In
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In the area of my houfe was a clump
of tall trees, whofe leafy branches form-
ed a thick canopy. Into one of thcfe |
afcended, and fat concealed, to watch the
actions of my impure. In the centre of
my garden was a chubbootree' of much
elegancc, tafte, and beauty. Upon this
| faw fpread a magnificent carpet, candles
lighted, and that my wife, with all her
purity and virtue, was bufy in the path
of criminality and fcandal. Reclining
like the vaunting peacock on the bofom
of her paramour, with a thoufand fmilcs
and glances, (he was pouring the wine of
enjoyment into the cup of invitation.
Near her fat a faithful and attached
handmaid, who repeatedly fupplied the
circling goblet. The feafon of toying

voL. I. K was

® A ftcrrace, or platform, common in the
courts and gardens of Afia, on which people
fit to enjoy the cool of evening, and often
fleep upon it. Over it is frequently pitched an
awmng, to keep off the devn, in Indtt ami
Perfia called Shawmiana, or night-f;*nopy.
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was warm, and the cup of kifles and
embraces overflowed. The breeze of
defire had torn afunder the fkirt of her
chartity, like the vefture of the rofe;
and vice had fhed the dregs of crimi-
nality on the couch of her purity.

" Gracious God !” faid I to myfelf,
with fuch baihfulnefs, modefly, and
delicacy, that fhe would not look
at the moon with freedom, or open
her eyes fully to the fun, is it poffible
Ihe can thus repofe with this impu-
dence and wickednefs, with all fond-
nefs, on the bofom of a ftranger, and
outdo him in quaffing the goblet!
She has no relic of conftancy, or trace
of lhame. Behold the diftance from
that (her former conduift) to this,
how far !”

When part of the night had pafTed,
and repeated draughts overcome the un-
derftandings of thefe wicked wretches,

the
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the infamous woman, rifing up, retired
to a corner of the garden. The waiting
maid alfo followed the impure, but the
drunken gallant remained. At this in-
ftant, regarding the crifis of opportunity
precious, | defcendcd with rapidity from
the tree, and advancing unperceived to
the chubbootree, fnatched the fabre of
the fate-devoted wretch from before him,
and at one ftroke brought him to his
end. Having then laid the blood-
ftained weapon acrofs his breaft, | haftily
remounted the tree, and fat down in my

hiding place.

The wicked woman now re”~urned,
but beheld the cp.rpet ftained with the
blood of her infamous gallant, the reck-
ing fabre lying on his breall, and himfclf
extended at his length in the fieep of
annihilation. At this fight the fire of
defpair feized her frame, and the flames
of indignation raged. With great fury,
having taken up the fabi-e from the

K 2 wretch’s



148 BAHAR-DANUSH ; OR, CH. 8.

wretch’s breaft, and given a candle to
the fervant, fhe began to run about the
garden in every part like a frantic per-
fon. It appeared from the manner of
this ill-ftarred woman, that had fhe met
the white demon/ from her inward
rage and fury, fhe would have encoun-
tered him like Ruftum without hefita-
tion. When fhe could not find the
trace of any one, being difappointed, fhe
returned, and throwing down the fabre,
ftood for fome time confounded, like the
overpowered with grief; then ordering
her attendant to bring a large wine-jar,
ihe cut the body of her wicked gallant
Into pieces, and putting them into
the jar, buried it in the garden. After
this, having mourned over him with
doleful cries, fhe retired to a dark cham-
ber, and | went away by the mode | had
entered.

When

t Deo SufTced, celebrated in the Shaw
as Aibdued by Ruftum.
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When the Aflatoon’ of day, the fun,
afcended from the vat of the eaft, and
the light of morning lhone from the
horizon of the world, | returned to my
houfe, where | found my wife bound in
the captivity of grief, and fettered in the
chains of forrow. 1 faid to her, “ O
“ thou, to whofe purity and love my
heart and foul are a fit facrificc,
whence appear thefc figns of forrow
and affliction on thy rofy cheek, and
why is the fun of thy afpefl eclipfed
by mourning ¥ She replieil, “ Thy
abfence yefterday involved me ingrief;
for how can 1, who cannot bear for
thee to be from me an inftant, en-
dure the feparation of a whole day ?”
Gracious heaven, thought 1, what hy-
pocrify ! fitting all the night fo warmly-
in pleafure and mirth, playing the game
of love with ray rival, and now breathing
the incantation of deceit, and mocking

K 3 me

~ Plito, who by the orientals ij faid to have
lived in a caflt, infteaJ o' Diogenes.



150 BAHAR-DANUSH J OR, ~ CH. 8.

me with fuch ideot alluring fpeeches!
In fhort, that day paffed over, and the
next fhe was ftill more fullen and melan-
choly. Upon which 1 faid, “ What
“ can now be the caule of thy forrow,
“ as we are together, the gratification of
“ fociety in our power, and the cup of
“ defire overflowing with the wine of
enjoyment?”

She replied, “ Lnft night | beheld a

* frightful vifion, by which I am alarm-
* ed, and know not its interpretation.”
I afked her, faying, “ Tell me what you
“ faw in your dream, that all this gloom
“ of melancholy dwells upon your
“ afpedt ?” She anfwered, “ | faw thee
ftanding on the fhore of a ftormy

“ ocean, and a monftrous Afreet' bent
on murdering thee. You threw your-

“ felf into the waves, and the Afreet
“ followed, overpowered, and was pro-
“ ceeding to aflaffination.” | replied,
“ Be

' A fabulous evil fpirit.
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Be not forrowful or fad, for its inter-
“ pretation is remarkably fortunate.

The Afreet was my accurfed enemy,
" and my diving into the fea fignified

my obtaining aid from the blefTed
“ Khizzer. His overpowering me
“ meant, that Khizzer, having divided

him in two with the fabre of punifli-

ment, fhould thruft him into a wine-
“ jar, and lay him in the earth.”

My wife, inflantly on hearing thefe
words, glowed with rage, and rushing
upon me with fury, feized my daggerj
with which, as | lay unapprehenfive on
the carpet, fhe made two cuts on. my
cheeJc, and faid, “ Alas ! that yefter-
“ night thou efcapedfl; from my hands.”
When | faw that with violence and force
fhe was bent on my deftruftion, | ftart-
ed up, and wrefting the weapon from
her hands, difpatched her to the infernal
regions at one blow; alfo fent the faith-

ful handmaiden, out of gratitude to the
K 4 attach-
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attachment fhe had ihewn in the fcrvice
of her miftrefs, along with her to the
place fhe had merited.

(0] my prince, for the love of women,
who are created as evil fpirits 5n the
ftape of humanity, and whofe forms are
as talifmans placed on the treafury of
cunning; to rufh into the wilds of
madnefs, and quit the pleafures of for-
tune, and delights of lifej to relinquifli
fame and honour, charafter and religion j
and, with fuch vexation and unmanly
folicitude, to feek the gratification of
deftre ; muft at length end in being In-
volved in the torture of their inconftancy
and pangs of their want of faith.

VERSE.

From the cunning of ivman the heart of
the hero is divided. Great indeed is the
artfulnefs of the fex.

The
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The art of woman difgraces the honour”

able man'

By the deceitfulnefs of woman the wife

man is enfnared.’

e This tale is omitted by Dow.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

STrORT IV.

A . FOURTH companion having
caufed the pleafing-tongued parrot of
I'peech to difFufe the fweets of eloquence,
faid, The acquainted with the fecrets of
the records of time have thus delivered
down, that there was a monarch in the
ifland of Serendib,” who had placed the
fteps of his throne on the loftieft battle-
ment of the heavens, and the points of
his crown touched the fummit of the
Fukuddein. He had two viziers, one
named Duftoor Yemeen,” and the other

Duftoor

= Ceylon.
" Minifter of the right hand.
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Duftoor Yefl'ar.* Unexpededly, the
prince of feme iflands, who had always
fubmitted his head to the dominion of
Serendib, from pride in his dignity,
ftate, and numbers of his dependants and
troops, having Itraycd iniu the path of
unworthy defign, exalted the ftandard of
error in the plain of rebellion, and having
encroached on the frontier of the king-
dom, extended the hand of oppreflion
upon the property and honour of the
inhabitants.

The monarch of Serendib, at the
call of expedience, appointed Duftoor
Yemecn, with an army anxious for rp-
venge, in order that, having haftened to
the frontier, he might extinguifh the
world-fcorching flames of rebellion by
the water of the fword, and with the
hand of correftion rub the ears of the
crooked minded enemy like parchment.

The lady of the vizier. In the abfence of
her

* Minifter of the left hand.
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her hulband, daily, from the pain of
fepnration and chagrin of folitude, was
embofomed with regret, and became the
companion of forrow. In thoufands of
fighs and lamentations, her time, night
and day, fhe pafled. At length, one of
her faithful attendants, attentive to the
rules'of fidelity and regard, fympatheti-
cally faid, “ What rcafon can there be
“ for the queen of the world, notwith-
ftanding her plenitude of riches and
pofTeflions, and abundant goods and
enjoyments, to be imprifoned in the
hand of gloom and melancholy ? and
what caule is there to diminifh like
the moon the fun-envied beauty with
the Mahauk* of forrow. This world
is not a place in which you fliould
employ prccious but uncertain life in
melancholy and regret, or let the
fmiling rofe of your pleafures wither
and fade in the fun of grief and dc-
fpair. In this city is a goldliuith’s

fon

* The days of the moor.’s declenlion from the full.
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fon of exceeding cornelinefs and beau -
ty, and all air and grace, before whofe
radiant face the gold of the fan would
fink lower in value than brafs. I'he
rofe, from envy of liis delicate mouth,
would wiili that it again might (hrinlc
into the bud. The rumour of his
beauty, like the fame of eloquence,
has gone to the quarters of the globe,
and envy of his perfeftions in the
colours of day has reached all na-
tions.

VERSE.

An idol, from feeing whofeform and
graces the devotee would wear the msdmar”
for an hundredyears.

“ Tour beft plan is, that having ad-
mitted him to the retirement ofyour com-
pany, you JJiould relieve your heart from

this life-wafiing melancholy."

The

1 The firing worn acrofs the Jhouldcra, at 1

facred ba¥C) by Hindoos.



158 BAHAR-DANUSH ; OR, CH. 9.

The lady, on hearing this melody,
like the nightingale, having expanded
the wings of curiofity in fearch of this
flower of the garden of beauty, drew
the veil of purity from the face of her
condition, and deviating from the centre
of innocence, ran heedlefs into the four
quarters of guilt. In order to attain the
means of gratifying her wirties, fhe re-
quefted help from the favourite attend-
ants on the carpet of her confidence. As
this affair, on account of the negligence
of agents, did not rcceive fpeedy conclu-
fion, and the feafon of defire was extend-
ed to intolerable length, the fire of love
("having blazed from the grate of her
heart,) charmed her, like the moth," into
the flame of impatience. One day, there-
fore, when deprived of reafon, as Is
fometimes the cafe with fanciful ladies

refemb-

*  The circling flight of the moth round the
flame of a lamp, and its reijucnt deflrjfliun
therein, is ny all Pcilian writers ufcd to exem-
plify the impatience and hazards of love.
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refembling angels, having turned her
thoughts to the adornment of her perfon,
fhe put on her moft coftly robes, and
graced her neck and ears with ornaments
of pearl.

VERSES.

Her eyebrows with black Pie tinged

Her glances in magic flie infirutled.

Under her eyes the enticing foorma 'ftiedrew;
She Jkctch'd a fmile with (he point of the

utteeb.™

Shegave the lily the glow of the argwaun ¢ *
'TO the tulip fhe gave the quality of the cane*
Theftlver cypreffhe hung with pearl.

Her head and bcjom fhe adorned withjrjoeh.

On the moon™ fhe plaad a chain offtars.
Under

e Powder of antimony introduced under the
c}e, is fuppofed to give it ftrength and lullrc.
~ A fort of bodkin ufed to introduce the
foorma.
‘A fpecies of rofe; painted her cheeks.
This exprcflion 1 cjnnot explain.
e Her head.
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Under the guidance of her wicked
attendant, like the rofebud, having cc-
Vered the robe of her own chaftity and
the honour of her hufband, file went to
the Bazar, and having come to the fkilful
goldfmith, delivered him fome valuable
jewels, and defired that as foon as poffi-
ble he would fet them into a tafteful
bracelet for the arm. In the courfe of
converfation, as if by chance, throwing
afide the veil from the face of the. fun,
lhe caft one inviting look upon him.
The goldfmith inftantly, on viewing
fuch a beautiful objeft, burnt with the
fire of aftoni/hment. Carried away by
the flood of dillraftion in the raging
waves, he became infenfible to himfelf
and his friends. After a long time,
emerging from the depth of ftupefaftion,
he reached the /hore of recovered fenfe.
W ith ardent defire, once more a piercing
look the arch-browed charmer glanced.
He beheld a beauty formed for love,

that
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that would rend the veil of a v/orld’s
purity, and exclaimed;

" Ah ! dcflroyer of the peace of

“ peries and of men, now that the

“ wealth of my heart has become the

“ prey of thy cruel looks, and the reins

of my power have fallen into the

¥ controul of thy keen piercing eye-

lafhes; for God’s fake, be not iin-

“ mindful of the duties of compaflion,

exercife coynefs ; but tell me

“ what is thy heart-alluring name, and
“ where is thy foul-delighting abode ?

VERSE.

“ IVho art thou, for | am the Jlave of thy
“ name ?
“ 1am, tho' unpurchafed by moniy, your

flave.'*

The lady, playfully fmiling, and
imitating the deceptions of Samri,' took
VOL. |I. L a fmall

= Sappofed by the Muffjimauns to be the
perfon
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a fmall mirror from under ha*arm, and
having foiled the face of it with black
paint, placed it for an inftant before the
heartlefs lover; then fcattering fome
leaves of the tar tree on water, faid ;
“ My abode is a ftrong fortrefs, and a
citadel lofty as the higheft heaven, in
foaring to which the eagle would lofe
his power of flight, and the Sim-
ourgh ® lhed the wings of ftrength
half-way in the attempt. Do not,
then, vainly rufh on death, or place
thy foot raftily in the jaws of the
crocodile. Meafure not imprudently
the path of madnefs, and, like Muj-
jenou, rufli not into the defert of pub-
lie expofure. The atom cannot touch
the ftirrup taflels of the fun, or the
moth fly to the battlements of the
heavens.” Thus fhe fpoke, and
took the road to her own dwelling.

The
pcifon who made the golden calf, and by ma-

gical tricks drew the Ifraelitcs to idolatry,
t A fitbuloui bir<i of ca&cra romance.
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< The goldfmith, in whofe heart the
foul-wounding dart of love for that
moon-attrafting forcerefs, had pierced to
the (haft, funk down on the ground of
Impatience, and, in the excefs ofanxiety,
throwing aftde his implements, he haft-
ened to his houfe, and prepared anew, in
the market of reproach, the (hop of in-
fanity. His wife, when fhe beheld his
face, which was wont to appear as the
refplendent fun, or the blolToming rofc,
lowT)ecome pale as gold leaf unburnifh-
cd; and perceived the reins of his fcnfcs
fallen from the hand of prudence ; from
her quick penetration, guefled that the
dart of love from fome oglcr had reached
the heart of the young man, and that
the curved eyebrows of fome beauty had
caft her fimple hulband into dillrefs.

Inve is a precious gem, which, like
the rays of the fun, to (hut up in the
obfcurity of fecrecy, is out of the circle
of poflibility. On every heart, on which

L 2 a beam
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a beam of the light of its beauty fhines,
the mirror of fenfe it deprives of the re-
flexion of underftanding. The company
of it (love) leads to diftrefs and wild-
nefs ; and knowledge of it is aflbciated
with folitude and wandering. Its parox-
yfms fometimes will drive a man into
ignorance of himfelf, and fometimes
with the beafts of the defart caft the lot
of acquaintance. The vefiel of its ban-
quet, except of the fait liquid of tears,
gives no juice to the bowl. Its rofe-buiK
receives nurture from the feven-branch-
ed fountain of the eye, and its breeze
caufes flowers upon flowers to bloflom in
the culture of the heart.

The

N1 doubt not but the above rhapfody has
.nppeared nonfenfc. In fuch ftyle hovrcver the
orientals dcfcribe love, both divine and human,
and the European reader is often confounded
amid a cloud of metaphors, the beauty of which
his mind cannot pofiibly tafte, or compirhend the
meaning of. We have however as abfurd flights
of language in the devotional ravings of fome

enthufiaftic



CH. 9- GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE.

The artful wife, from the manner of
her fimple hufband, guefling the truth
of his fituation, by wheedling and coax-
ing, prevailed upon him to remove the
cover from thejar of fecrecy, and poured
the wine of his inmoft thoughts into the
cup of relation. He declared his love for
that cruel moon of beauty, Sameri-mind-
ed, and difclofed the account of her enig-
matical converfation. The cunning wife,
by her keen penetration, folving this

'TiddITnTto a favour.ible meaning, afkcd

the heartiefs man, faying, liail thou
“ formed any idea what the foul-cnti-
“ cing damfel meant by the ftrangc
“ aftions which, under the ohfcuiity of
“ myftcrioufnefs, fhe made ufe of?”
'I'ne golifmith replied, “ The hand of

L 3 "omy

entliufuRic Moravians and other fanatics. Hatir,
Saadi, Jami, and all tht Pcrfian Pocis abound
too much in injllic and unintelligible rhapfody,
the contfmplation of which ha« driven many an
holy ilirvertie mad. My author, Einaiut Ooila,
| fear, will be found too obfcurely figurative in
many paffagcf.
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I

my comprehenfion has not in the leaft
reachcd the ftirrup of its defign.”

The wife exclaimed, “ Ah ! wanderer in

the maze of folly, the mirror meant
the light of day, and the foiling it
with blacking fignified night, which is
the concealer of lovers. Scattering
the leaves of the tar' on water, fhew-
ed that in the area before that cun»
ning Peri’s houfe is a ftream o f water,
on the margin of w'hich grows the
tar. While it is day, then, ftUrch toi
the habitation ofthy miftrefs, and find
out the fpot. Under the veil of

‘ night, who is the giver of light

to the enjoyments of lovers, con-

vey thyfcif to the manfion of thy
beloved,”

The goldfmith, by direftion of his

-wife, having haftened into the path of
fearch, after much fatigue reached the
wifhed-for fpotj and on his arrival it

appeared,
¢ Thf: date tree.
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appeared, that it was the palace of the
vizier. When this became clear to him,
he began to ruminate, faying to himfelf,
“ For me of mean note to hope attain-
“ mentof my defires in fuch a fplendid
“ manfion, can in no v/ay accord with
“ reafon, nor is it in any way poffible.
“ Undoubtedly it mufthave been an im-
“ poftor, who, having eiifnared my
“ heart and faith, has led me fainting ou
“ the road of defirc, afide from the path

oF~pe, and betrayed me into the
“ vapoury miftoferror.”

Ketuniing from the place in the ut-
moft defpair, he came to his own houfc,
and related the refult of his fearch to his
wife. She, who in wifdom and know-
ledge was fuperior to her hulband, ex-
claimed, “ Ah ! heartlefe, fimple man, it
“ may chance that the goblet of thy
“ wifhes may in that palace he crowned
“ with the wine of enjoyment, becaufc
“ the dignity of love is too great to be

L4 confined
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“

confined, like rank-confultlng policyi
within rules, or to run in fearth thro’
by-ways after propriety or equality of
condition. In the fovereignly potent
court of love, the crown of the mo-
narch and the cap of the beggar bear
the fame price. He makes no dif-
tindtion between the robe of KhoolT-
roo, and the hempen veft of Ferahad.
With him ancellry is of no confe-
guence, and there no diftinftion pre-
vails. Your beft meafura™NidT t'fRt.
to-night again, fitting on the ground
in thy beloved’s path, you wait la
expedance until from the unknown
world the fuccefs of thy undertaking
fhall take place, and the dark night of
defpair be changed to the fhining
emorning of hope.”

VERSE.

O f many a lock to <which there ivas m

key an opener hath fuddenly appeared.

When

EA-HAR-DANUSH { OR,'V CHs 9*"
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»V When the bride illuming the world,
(the, fun) throwing over her head in the
darknefs of night a civet coloured veil,
haft»ied from bafhfulnefs at the keen
oglers of the azure canopy, into the re-
tired chamber of the wcfl, rhe goldfmith,
by confcnt of his wife, fpeeding to the
abode of his charmer, feated himfelf iii n
corner ; and, like the Nergus, extend-
iiig his eyes around, waited the rifmg of
the moon of his niiftrefs’s beauty. Un-
‘~ortunJfPlv, from the profoundnefs of
his reveries, fleep, the portion of mis-
fortune, overpowering the heart-broken
man, added infenfibility to his folly.
When half the night was pall:, the in-
toxicated with the wine of beauty, name-
ly, the vizier’'s lady, into whofe foul the
arrow of love for the goldfmith had
pierced, unable to controul her paffion,
having left the haram, coquettifhly ad-
vanced, and beheld her fooli/h lover, ne-
gledful of his objeft, fubdued by the
fleep of forgetfulnefs, and unworthy the
fuccefs
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fuccefs. of vigilance. She beckoned to
an attendant, who flipped fome walnuts
into the bofom of that diftinguifhed in
the region of folly, and, turning back,
retired into the haram.

VERSE.

Frequently rkhts are in his path, to which

a man uni.formed lojes the way.

When the globe-warming fun beam-
ed rays of light from his eaftenrfcaveni7'
the goldfmith having awoke from fleep,
repaired forrowful and gloomy to his
houfe ; and the wife, by his difappointed
manner, guefled that his hand had not
gathered the rofe of enjoyment, or the
fragance of hope refrefhed his fenfe.
Having wiped his head and face from
the duft, Ilhe enquired his adventures,
and faid, “ What has been produced

from the womb of chance ?” He re-
plied, My night hath conceived no-

thing except hopeleilhefs and defpair;

“

and.
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and, excepting vain expeftation and
anxiety, from my fleeping fortunCj no
confequence occurred.” The wife,
opening to him the portals of encourage-
ment and confolation, faid, “ Be not
* allied to gloom and melancholy, but
“ put on frefh raiment, that eafe may
occur.” When the young man un-
tied the bands of his veft, the walnuts
fell from his hofom on the ground ; upon
which the wife, thrufting her fingers
*fowar™?Tris fenfelefs face, faid, “ O thou
“ fimpleton, doubtiefs thou didft reach
“ the abode of thy charmer, but, like
thy own evil ftar, from negligencc
having fallen afleep, becameft infcnfi-
ble that wakeful profperity attended
thy pillow. When Ihe found thee
ftupid, fhe flipped the walnuts into
thy bofom, as if to fay. As yet thou
art an infant in the field of love j pre-
tend not to fight; but play with wal-
nuts. However, to-night go again
** to the abode of thy miftrrfe, and be

“

cautious
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cautious that fleep does not overcome
“ thee’

W hen the bride of night, having put
on her black veil, gave tidings of enjoy-
ment to lovers, and refrslhed the fenfa-
tions of the defponding with the odour
of her amber locks, the goldfmith’s fon,
full of hope, and yet trembling with
apprehenfion, reached the abode of his
miftrefs. With a heart fwoln with de-
fire, and eyes full of expe(&5fion,'~KS'
again fat down in the fame corner, till at
length the gale of hope began to wave,
and the gate of profperity was opened to
his fortunes. The angel-formed Hoori
enchanting lady (apparently like the
proud peacock, fafcinated with its own
.beauty, butinwardly wafting and confum-
ing) having opened a door, came out.
When fhe fuppofed the entruftcd with
the watch, and the charged with the
commiflion of vigilance were overcome
by the™ fumes of lleep, regarding the

cppor-
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opportunity as a providential vidory, fhe
fnatched the hand of the goldfmith, and
introduced him without interruption.
UnJuckily> from the intoxication ofdefire
and gladnefs, fhe attended not to the
faftening of the door, but commanded
her confidential attendants to renew the
preparations of feftivity, and begin afrefh
the dance and the fong. A jafmine-
fingered damfel poured rofy wine into
filver vafes, and made the circulation of
e Che ¢Tftfey™like that of the heavens, un-
ceafing. The figns of gladnefs and
tokens of delight became apparent on
the afpedt of the lovers. Now one,
from the fpring of the other’s beauty,
gathered with the eye the flowers of ad-
miration, and drank at the fweet foun-
tain of the lip of the water of life.

VERSE.

Moderation deferted the htarli if the lovers;

The intoxication of blife turned their hiads i

The
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defire of the heart feized the reins of
taution;
Patience flitted from tkeir minds like the

arrow.

In this fituation, when the Ilovers
dreamt of nothing but pleafure, and
even the lips of the cup at their intoxica-
tion fmiled like the rofe-bud at the
breeze, fate on the couch of happinefs
fcowled, and fortune poured the wine of
difappointment into the cup-~ enjo”
ment.

VERSE.

Mifchance blighted the leaf ofjoy;

Fickle fortune ajfailed the gate of profperity.

Suddenly, the commander of the
evening guard, who is the king of night,
in patroling the city, came to the vizier’s
palace, that he might awaken the centi-
nels from the flumber of negligence. He
beheld the guards everj'where lleeping,

and
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and the gate, like the eye of the lover,
ewide open. Aftonifhment filled his
mind, and he for an inftant mufed on
what might be the reafon, that at fuch
an hour, when night had hung the cur-
tain of darknefs on the face of the
World, the gate of the vizier’'s palace
fhould be unclofed, and why the guards
fhould be fo negligent ? Feeling it his
duty to explore the caufe and unravel
the knot of myftery, he advanced, and
xouncf'SiHhe feven portals, like the hand
of the benevolent, widely expanded. He
guefled that vice certainly was wakeful
in this contention, and ,therefore entered
the haram. At a diftance he perccived
that the goldfmith, having extended the
hand of plunder, was ftealing the gems
of the vizier’'s honour, and, from his
poverty, efteemed as precious the pofTef-
fion of fuch a treafure. At fight of this
circumftance, the flames of wrath Waxed
in his mind, and rulhing in without de-
lay, he loudly exclaimed, ' O heedlefs

wretches
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wretches, unntindftil of God ! what
¢ flame of evil is this, which you have

kindled in the ftorehoufe of yoiir ex-

“

iftence!”

The goldfmith inftantly, on this 'oc-
currence, fainted away with dread ; and
the vizier’s wife alfo turning aghaft, let
fall the chryftal of happinefs, and fhed the
wine of felicity from the cup of her
fancy on the ground of defpair. The
lady made a fignal to an atteifS&nt, that’
fhe Illiould prefent a large fum ofmoney to
the officer, and entreat him, that depart-
ing not afide from the path of fympathy,
he would obferve the cuftoms of indul-
gence to venial faults. The officer did
not in the lead attend to the gold, and
would not ufher the requeft into the place
of acceptance. He then dragged forth
the two defponding wretches in the moft
difgraceful manner, (may fnch never
again happen to lovers) and with humi-

. 'm liation,
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JiatioB, greater than which cannot be
imagined, confined them in the prifon.

The lady, when fhe faw that the
door of hope was on every fide (hut up,
and the buiinefs extended even to the
deftruftion of her exiftence, remained
like a dot in the circle of apprehenfion.
As much as flie courfed the fteed of
refleftion in the plain of contrivance, no
end speared to the expanfe of defpair.
As fhcTilQ heard, from the converfation
of her ideot gallant the goldfmith, fome-
thing of his wife, and in fome degree
obtained information of her wit and
ingenuity, fhe therefore made figns to
an attendant, who of penetration and
judgment had an ample fhare, that with
the utmoft fpeed conveying herfelf to
the goldfmith’s houfe, fiie fhould throw
into ita bowl. This being done, the
goldfmith’s wife, from her quick pene-
tration, inftantly gueffed that the bowl
of the two lovers had fallen from the

VOL. I M battlement.
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battlement, and fortune unfavourable,
caft a difficult impediment in the way of
the two broken-hearted. Rifing with
all fpeed, fhe opened the door, and
beheld a woman veiled waiting the echo
of her bowl; of whom Ihe enquired,

faying,

“

At a feafon when fowls and
fifti are at reft, for what caufe and in
* fuch hurry art thou come ?” The
handmaid informed her of the diftrefled
ftate of the two unfortunate wretches,
and difclofed the particulars ¢™-che acci-

dent.

The goldfmith’s wife, when fhe un-
derftood this intricate cafe, perfumed
fome wet fweetmeats with mufk and
amber, put them into the bowl; and
having tied up a fum of money in a
corner of her veil, haftened with the
utmoft fpeed and celerity towards the
houfe of mourning. Having invoked
bleffings and praifes on thekeepers ofthe
prifon, ihe befought their permi/Tion to

enter
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enter, faying, “ | had a favourite objeft,
" and made a vow, that when the gem
ofdefire fhould come into my hand, I
would give a treat of confedtionary to
the imprifoned. God. under the auf-
pices of the fortunate afpirations of
“ fuch virtuous perfonages as your-
felves, favoured by heaven, having
conduced my defign to fuccefs, I am
now come, that | may difcharge the ob~
* ligation of my vow.” When fhe had
finifhed h9>fpeech, flie laid the money
fhe had brought at their feet, and the
keepers, highly gratified with the prefcnt,
Immediately allowed her to enter.

The artful wife, with many flatteries
£nd foothing words,paficd under the
very beards of the halfintoxicated fools,
and haftened into theprifon. Having
diftributed her confedionary to the dif-
ferent prifoners in their turn, fhe came
to the two fovereigns of the regions of
love and beauty, who, like the inoon aivl

M 2 mercury,
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mercury, had met in the manfion of
inaufpicious conjunAion. The vizier’s
lady (taking the hint) fwift as the light-
footed breeze, rifing up Mid feizing the
bowl from the goUfmith’'s wife, with
her handmaid, pafled (unfufpefted) to
her own palace. The goldfmith’s wife
fat down in her place as a prifoner by
the fide of her hufband.

When the queen enlightening the
world, (the fun) having left thfrnanijons
of the e»ft, had afcended the gilded
throne of the heavens, the officer of the
night, exulting and rejoicing, haftencd
to the prefence of the other vizier, with
whom, as the miniftcr had entertained
fome difguft againft his colleague, he
hoped the difcovery of his family dif-
grace would give him credit. He rela-
ted all the particulars. The noble vizier,
aftonilhed at the circumftances, at firft
refufed his aflent, and faid to hiinfelf,

How can the occurrence of fuch an

* improbable
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“ improbable event have belief? Cecr-
“ tainly the magiflrate of the night muft
“ have fallen into a great error; for how
“ could it be poffible, with the exillencc
“ of the ftate attendance, the dread of
* the power of the vizier, and the
“ numbers ftationed round his palace,
“ that a mean goldfmith fliould venture
“ on fuch a bufinefs ?” However, as the
officer, being refolute in afleveration, re-
newed his declarations, the virier with
fome of 'Nis coniidential attendants re-
paired to the prifoi), and commanded
that they fhould bring before him the
minifter's lady and the adulterous gold-
fmith.

When they were brought, the gold-
fmith’s wife uplifted the cry of opprcf-
fion, and complaining of the injuftice of
the magiftrate of the night, exclaimed;
“ In an age of the impartial juftice of

fuch a virtuous fovereign, and avi-
“ zier like thyfelfthe emblem of difm-

M3 “ tereftednefs;
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tereftednefs; when the wolf is a fhep-
herd, and the thiefawatchman ; to us,
the helplefs preys of cruelty, a hard-
fhip has occurred, at which the eyes
of the planets are aftonifted, and the
heavens trembling for their own fafe-
ty. In fhort, laft night, my hufband
and mvfelf, according to known cuf-
tom, repofed on the bed of refrefh-
ment. The drunken magiftrate,
forgetful of God, rufhing fuddenly
upon us, without accufatioffj crime or
guilt, dragged us out by the hair»
and binding our hands and necks,
like murderers deferving death, with
iron fetters, placed us in the cell of
the dwellers in prifon, and afflidled us
with various tortures.”

VERSE.

0 powerful prince” if thou afordejl me not
* redrefs,
To thee there will he a day of account.

“ rhink ofthis:'
The
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The vizier having engaged in ob-
taining the proper information, when he
found the woman’s declaration worthy
of credit, and the filth of oppreffion
apparent on the veft of the weak magif-
trate, was highly enraged at fuch an
improptr acftof that officer ; and having
releafed the goldfmith and his artful wife
with thoufands ofapologies, committed
the chief of the police for the crime of
infufficiency, v/ith many reproaches and
humiliations, to prifon. Thus did the
goldfmith’s wife, by the invention of
fuch a wonderful trick and aftonifhing
deceit, free thefe two defponding lovers
from fuch a life-endangering fnare.

VERSE.

Such is the work of affeflionaU (virtuous)
woman.
The art of woman is beyond all bounds.”*
M 4 CHAP.

™Dow has given the outlines ot 'his tale, filled
vp with more cobur of his own than language of

the original.
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CHAP. X.

STORT VI.

r-

A NOTHER of the loyal companions
of the prince, having advanced the fwift-
paced fteed of eloquence into the plain of
fpeech, reprefented, that through pre-
fervers of traditions, and the hiftorians
of fecret events, it was thus related.

In a certain city there was a middle
aged man, of good figure, by profeflion
a foldier j who poflefTed the goods of life
in abundance, and lived in perfed: eafe
and affluence. His time, night and day,

he
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he paiTed in the joys of company and
delights of fociety, but refrained from
intercourfe with women. Shunning the
dangers of matrimony, he quaffed the
goblet of celibacy, and drank the liquor
of the wineftore of lingle life. Thus in all
delight and enjoyment he pafled a care-
lels life in reputation ; till after a length
of tijne, when the ilar of his fortunes
was defcending from the altitude of
honour to the depth of difgrace, an offi-
cious friehd, who was preparing (un-
knowingly) a thoufand evils, intruded
on his time, and feeing his eafe and afflu-
ence, faid to him in privacy, “ My
friend, the chiefeft of all bleffmgs
which God has beftowed on man, is
the fociety of womaji. No folitary

“ delights can equal it; nor do all the
other pleafures of the world exceed

“ thofe of female company and conver-
fation. With all your wealth and

“ enjoyments, to deprive yourfelf of
“ this happinefs, and to wafte /our pre-
cious
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cious youth, which has no return, in
finglenefs, and to quit tho pleafing
fcenes of the world in difappointment,
true wifdom forbids.”

The young foldier replied, “ My
kind friend, though thy fweet fpeeches
give delight to the palate of the mind,
yet, as women by nature deviate from
the arduous path of reftitude j and
the rofe of their compofition is void
of the tinge and fcent of 'conftancy,
| have avoided connexion with this
fickle race, and have diflblved the
treaty of affociation with the fex. |If
I now fhould venture upon it, | dread
left feme unwelcome or difhonourable
occurrence ftiould happen, which
might caufe me difgrace among men,
and the ftores of charafter and repu-
tation, which in fo long a period |
“ have colleded, fhould be deftroyed
in the twinkling of an eye, and the

remains
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remains of life be fpent in lamenting

my honour.”

The companion replied, “ My ho-
nourable friend, what unbecoming
idea is this, that has poflefl*ed thy
mind ? Not all women are deftitute
of the ornaments of conftancy, or the
graces of virtue; for beneath this
azure dome are numbers, by the auf-
pices of wliofe purity the pillars of
the wcft-ld are kept firm. If thy idea
was juft, and all men who are haften-
ing upon this earthly plain, (many of
whom compared to thee, arc much
wifer) having kept their chambers
deftitute of the gleams of the marriage
lamp, had been averfe from the fub-

* limecommand, the conneding bandsof

theworld would bediflblved, the threads
ofoffspring, and defcentbe broken, and
the race of man in a very fhort time
be at an end. Certainly this fantafy

iswrong, which has been impreffed on
& thy
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“

thy imagination. By no means admit
fuch an unworthy idea, and remain
not deprived of fuch an inexpreflible
felicity. Now, whilft the flower of
thy age in the garden of life is
moift with the water and glow of
manhood, and the autumnal Wight of
grey hairs has not found admiffion
to the rofe-bufh of thy exiftence,
perform thy duty ; otherwife, when
opportunity fhall have paffed from
thy hands, thou wilt be'afhamed;
and ho'WTnuchfoever thou mayeft clap
the hands of regret together, it wnmll
not relieve thee.”

VERSE.

* The value of opportunity, if the
mind comprehends not.,, and remains inac-
tiv(y “reat is the mortification it will

csllefffor itsfuture hours'™

The officer, by the temptations and

coticements of his friend, being led

afidc
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alide from the path of fecurity and re-
pofe, fixed his refoJve to marry; and,
after much fearch and many enquiries,
took a daughter (even" years old, from
a virtuous family, and of honourable
defcent, into the bands of wedlock.
Having l'eiefted fome matrons of virtu-
ous difpofitions, the perceptions even of
whofe fancy the odour of vice had not
reached, he inftrufled them that night
and day they fliould lay before her kf-
fons of integrity, propriety of conduft,
modefty and caution ; and fo reprefenc
to her the deformity of vice and unbe-
coming aftions (engaging in which would
lead to evil) that their enormity (hould
imprefs her mind, and fhe fearfully re-
frain from them. When the duennas,
by giving neceflary admonitions, teach-
ing her praife-worthy accompliihments,

and fetting before her proper rules of
conduft

*  The females of Afia marry befor* their tcen;.
The fame idea feems to hare pofldfca thu and
WvVCcHERLEY’» Old Bachflor.
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conduft, had direfted her to the paths of
duty, by the happy example of good
company, and repeated traditions of the
celebrated for virtue ; the mirror of her
mind, being prepared to receive virtuous
impreffions, became the refleftor of good
qualities, and the fource of meritorious
aftlons.

The hufband, on beholding the orna-
ments of her virtue and graces of h?r
fidelity, was filled with joy and exulta-
tion ; and refigned his heart like a ball
to the mace of her amber-fcented looks.
He drank the wine of life from her
gentle bofom, and from the tree of her
foul-ravifhing ftature, gathered the fruit
of hope. Fondly fuppofing his part age
a vapour, he fancied her pleafureable
company a new life.

The wife, who as yet was innocent of
the arts of woman and the wiles of the
(ex, for fome time fixed her heart on the

love
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love of her hufband; and with [fincerc
afFedion and tendernefs attended to his
commands. When he beheld her beauty
accompanied with modefty, and her
fmiles indicating the conftancy of a
friend, his heart and life fell a facrifice
to hei lovely manners. Efteemiiig a
moment’'s abfence from her as a great
afflidion, he willingly enchained his foul
in the fetters of her love.

After an interval of fome years, on a
prefling occafion, a journey became nc-
ce{rar)% By force yielding his mind to
feparation, he proceeded on his expedi-
tion. In the days of abfence, daily did
he torture the bird of his heart in the
fire of grief, and ftied a deluge of tears
from his eyes. By every gale of fpring,
his meflage was to refrefh the garden of
his beloved. The hope of her com-
pany, like the weftern breeze, became
the means of unfolding the rofe-bud of

his heart.
It
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It happened in the abfence of the
young man, that one day the wife, at
a time when her mind was heedlefs of
the fnares of love, and hsr heart unre-
flefting on the anxiety of her hufband,
having afcended the terrace of her houfe,
fuddenly met the eye of an handfome
youth. Having drawn the veil of mo-
defty over her face, lhe defcended from
the terrace ; but the experienced gallant,
when he faw the mufky fawn, gave his
heart in purfuit, and commifTioned an
old woman, that, in any way that might
offer, fhe fhould enfnare the timorous
deer of the plain of beauty and lovelinefs.
The artful wretch having found her
dwelling, entered it in the difguife of a
feller of flowers, and making cheap bar-
gains an introduftion to confidence and
efteem, repeatedly obtained the honour of
admiffion ; till at length fhe made deep
the impreffion of intimacy. By degrees,
after difcourfing on various fubjcfts, fhe
at laft flipped in the mention of her

objed.



CH. 10. CARDEN OF, KNOWLEDGE. 1IpJ

objeft, and Impudently fet forth the
ardent defire and langulftiment of her
employer.

The wife, foe to continence, at firfl,
though fhe fignified difpleafure, and
avoided lIftening to fucli fpeechcs ; yef,
from conftant repetition and renewal of
declaration, at length gave ear to them,
and was filent; till at lart lofing her mo-
defty, fhe becamc eftranged from the
ways of grace, and fell into the path of
error. She now began to accept prefents
of curiofities, iiften to declarations of
love, and flatteries became grateful to
her mind. She accuftomed herfelf daily
to put her head out of the windows, to
walk, much on the terrace,” and with her

VOL. 1. N crefcent-

“ The houff. in Afia have flat roofs tcrracrd,
furroundcd hy parapet wails fomewhat higher
than the human ftaturc, on which the inhabit-
ants fit to enjoy the air, and often flecp at
night. Wlien women go upon thefc terraces,
their coming is announced by a loud cry from

a domeftic.



E94" BAHAR-DANy:S»} Of, CH. I0.

crefcent-like eyebrow tg»igive the wink
of invitation to her gallant. When the
wine of defire was fermented, and the
fea of love rofe in waves, not fatisfied
with a go-between or meflages, £he ad-
mitted the* lover into retirement; and,
without the hindrance of an intruder,
having quaffed the wine ofjoy, blighted
the rofe of her hufband’s honour under
the heat of the fun of wickedness. In
/hort, in the courfe of one week, he»
obligations to her hufband deferted her
remembrance ; and efteeming the regard
and love of ib many years as nothing
worth, fhe, with all unconcern, drew
forth the wine of pkafure from the
kindly ftores of her new friend®, and daily

and
a domefti'c, rsquefting the male inhabitants of
loFcLer houlcs to keep within  <oors, which is
generally done. In the defcription of a good
woman by Perfian authoK, however, feldom fre-
quenting the terraces and r.ot fitting near a
window, are reckoned among the vixtvicj; which

ihews that affignaiions aic foiueti*ncs madc frocn
them, in fpite of walls and lattices.
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and nightly from the garden af his com-
pany gather-ed the flowers of delight.

A Jong time had pafled in the
above manner, when her hufband return-
ed in fafety from his journey ; but, from
the pain of abfence from this impure
woman, his body was as the waning
moon, and only the fhadow of his former
felf. In his frame there was no ftrength,
nor beauty in his afpe<bl. The colour
had fled from his once rofy cheek, and
life depended in his body on a finglc
thread. The nergus of his eye, from
the anxiety of his mind, had a/Tumed a
jaundiced hue. When he beheld ngain
the beauty of his beloved, he reached
the fhore of hope from the ftormy
waves of affliftion, and efcaped as it
were from the whirlpool of defpair. The
perception of his heart fcenting the
odour of delight, he with tranfport
clafped his wife in embrace. Proftrat-
ing the forehead of humility on the duft

N e of
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of gratitude, and offering up earned
thaukfgivings, he faid, “ To God be

thanks and praife, that my eye at fight
of thy beauty has again received
light, and the ftar of my fortunes,
having arifen from the depth of de-
fpair, has regained the afcendant of
delight. The happinefs of thy fo-
ciety is once more my lot, and the
feafon of abfence and vexation is paft.
If, for the remainder of my life, |
fhould detail the anxiety and forrow
which occurred to me during fepara-
tion, | could not reprefent the tenth
part.”

VERSE.

“ 1 am he® who ftrelched my eyes in
of beloved. How can | exprefs
my gratitude to thee, O deliverer, cherifli-

er of thy Jlave ?

* -The anxiety which pcffefied my foul
from theforrow of abfence, to dcfcribe is

im pofftbk, but in prolix detail,"
The
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The wife, who had experienced the
tranfport of a new partner, and quaffed
from the ftores of love the wine of de-
fire, regarding the arrival of her hu/band
as a dart in her fide, faid in her heart,
“ Would that he had fallen headlong
" into the gulf of annihilation, and never
“ returned in fafety from the defarr of
* travel !” As much as the hufband ca-
refled and fhewed fondnefs, the wife figni-
fied difguft, and efteemcd the fherbet of
his company tallelefs. The fatigues of his
expedition and the anxieties of abfcnce
had reduced his health, and great altera-
tion fur the worfe taken place in his
countenance ; fo that flie could not bear
to fee him. Added to this, as her
wifhes to quaff the wine of delight frorii
the ftores of her lover’s company, and
to gather the rofe of fatisfaftion from the
tree of his fociety, were not now attain-
able, (he became diverted of patience.
The fumes of madnefs curling in her

brain, from excefs of paflioii (be funk on
N 3 the
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~he afhes of vexation. A't the ihftigation
of Satan ftic formed a vile fAefttei and
projefted a monftrous artifrce.

Having called her nurie, who was
admitted to the retirement of her fecrets,
flie faid, “ | am tormerited by my un-
fortunate luck, for God has a'fflided
me with two dreadful calamities; one,
eftrangemert from the aiifpicioHS fo-
ciety of my beloved, and the other,

“ the fight of the ill-boding vifage of
my hufband.”

VERSE.

An cngel has hidden his face, and a
demon glotes on my beauty. My eye is tor-
tured m lh amazement, for how monflrous is
this!

“ At prefent, though how to gain tJfc
daily felicity of my lover’s company,
policy-teaching wifdom hath not given
a direfttoh, or pointed out the ex«i

road.
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road, yet | perceive, that from the
fource of bounty a ray has fallen on
my mind, and enlightened it from the
other world. W ith much art, pre-
tending myfelf ill, I will feign a life-
walking complaint, and at length,
with utmoft effort, adting the laft
agonies, during the ftruggle of death
I will bequell, that only thyfclf fhall
be employed in enfhrouding and bury-
ing me. After this, in the du/k of
evening, when to prepare the requi-
fites of unavoidable travel, the bride-
groom of day fhall have funk into the

“mgrave of the weft, and the leila” of

night dilhcvelled her locks over th(*®
face of the fun in mourning, | will fo
hold in my breath, that my hufband
fhall thmk 1 have deferted this vain
world. After my burial, when all
are returned home, my foul-delighting
friend, having opened my tomb with
all fpeed, can take me out of the

N 4 “ cofHii,

=& The moon.
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cofBn, and haften with me to adiftant
“ city, where, to the end ofour lives, we
Ihall, to the extent of our wiflies, en-
joy anample fhare of the felicity of each
other’s fociety. In the retirement of
leifure, without the interruption of an
intruder, we can fcattcr the rofes of
delight, and quaff the wine of plea-
fure from the goblet of blifs. It is
proper that thou explain this glorious
fcheme and immortal vidory fully to
my lover, that, not being heedlefs of
fuch unthought-of felicity, he may
watch the opportunity.”

To the wicked nurfe the above
fpeech appeared worthy of approbation;
and flie uttered praifes on the fuperiority
of her pupil’s underftanding, the ftrength
of her mind, and the penetration of her
judgment. She gave, intelligence to
the gallant; who, efteeming it as an
important ble/Tmg and high attainment,
from cxcefs of exultation, threw his cap

to



TO. GARDE* OF KNOWLEDGE. 201

.-to the fky. The vicious-minded and
deceitful wife, after two or three days
confinement on the bed of pretended
i»fifmity, with much dexterity panted
upon the couch of extremity. With
monftrous artifice, giving to her fituation
the femblance of the expiring lamp of
dawn, fhe began to count her refpirati-
ons, and, as if expedting her laft breath,
according to declaration, made her will.
Having given repeated inftrudtions for
the width of her tomb, fhe fo held in
her breath, that to diftinguiih between
her and a corpfe was not in the power
of the profeflors of wifdom and know-
ledge. In fhort, when her impure exe-
cutor, the nurfe, having buried this
wicked wretch, returned to the city, the
bridegroom of the heavens had funk into
the grave of the weft. The gallant, who
was concealed in a corner of the burying
ground, with a crow and fpade inftantly
darted out, and not giving Munkir’ and

Nukkeer

< The Mahammtdans believe that when a corpfe
is
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Nukkeer the opportunity to queftion,
fnatched the black ilarred woman from
the grave ; the opening of which having
properly clofed, he dived into the night,
and conveyed her to another city™ where
both having arrived at the height of
their wifhes, devoted themfelves to fenfual
enjoyments. At thehufband’s manfion,

the

it laid in the grave, it is received by an an”el, who
gives it notice of the coming of the two exaiainers j
which are t'.vo black livid angels, of a terrible ap-
pearance, named Munliir and Nukkeer. Thel'e
order the dead perfon to fit upright, and examine
him concertiing his faith as to the unity of God
iind the mi(Eon of Mahummud. If he anfwer
rightly, they fuiFer the body to reft in peace, and
it is refrefhed by the air of paradifc; but if not,
they beat him on the temples with an iron mace,
till he roars out for anguilh foloud, that he is heard
by all from eaft to Weft, except men and genii.
Then fhey prefs the earth upon the corpfe, which
is gnawed and flung by ninety-nine dragotwi* with
I'even heads each ; or, as others fay, their fins will
become venomous beafts, the grievous one flinging
like dragons, and the others like ferpents; circum.
Hatjces, which fome underfland in a figurative fsnfe.
—Vide s ale’s preliminary dilcourfe, pge loi.
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the nffirfe ~tving <p>f(~e4 3al! the ce-
feSftionifils of motirniflg, hypocritically
p~'rfofmed the cuftohrs of condolence,

‘the ftyrms of forrow, afid loudly
fet ~ the foeams of kmentation.

The artlefs-ttimded hufbavid, igno-
rftrft of the wilei of t*t)<rten, as he had
devoted his foul to the love of hrs wife,
from this heart-dIftreffing event, witheted
as the grafs, rubbed his face with aflies,
and throwing a black dulk' ov«r his
fhdulders, took up his abode with eternal
griof. Courting eftrangement from his
lektions and friedids, and chufing hfe
fefidence in the burying-ground, he
became in his ~life-time allied to the
-grave. Day and night, from his eyes
flawed fcalding tears, with which he
wafhed the duft from her grave. His
fodd was forrow for his love, and his

companion
" A garmkirt worh by Fakeers. |tis » picce of

doth flit in the niiddle, and pat ovw the head and
flioulders.
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companion the tomb of his beloved. In
afhes-ftained robes, like Mujjenou, bare
headed and bare footed, he wandered
round the graves. Except with the
tomb of the infamous woman, he chofe
no connexion. The hearts of relati-
ons and ftrangers were tortured at his
diftraftion and misfortunes, and friends
and enemies alike pitied his forlorn con-
dition.

By chance, after fome interval, a
Choree’ feller’s wife of the fame city, and
who knew the woman, for fome caufe
being difgufted with her native place,
removed to the town in which the
wicked wretch had chofen her abode;

where,

e Choree are bracelets made of glafs, and btsu-

tifully lacquered. Some dozens of them are worn
at once from the wriR half way up the arm. mHhey
are very cheap and often broke, for they cannot be
taken off for a new fet. The Choree fe'lcrs and
dealers in flowersj penerally old women, are &id to
be much employed in man»ging intrigues, as' they
are admitted with their wares into the Harams.
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where, to exercife her calling and gain a
livelihood, having fet up a ftiop, flie
became employed in her trade. On a cer-
tain day, according to the rules of brace-
let fellers, fhe walked through the city.
By'chance, in paiTing the door of the
wicked wife, lIhe cried her wares, and a
handmaid coming out, called her to her
miftrefs. The bracelet feller, on fight
recognized her, and, from excefs of afto-
nifhment, for an inftant was filent. ' She
examined her perfon, and when the
fufpicion of doubt was removed, faid,
M O virtuous lady, who hadft removed

the robes of exiftence from the con-
“ finement of this perilliable abode, to
“ the immortal world, and tulip-like
*N-left the fear of affliftion on the heartof

thy hulband, and having driven him
" from the path of fanity, haft made him
“ like Miyjenou, awanderer in the defart

of madnefs ; how is it, that thou haft;
“ come a fecond time from the cave of

annihilation into the plain of exift-
“ ence ?
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ence-Jj Foir Qod'a ‘fekei i[;K>
foK™ me <§f thy vw»>inderiul: -ftbr?,
ot"Nierwife, from exc«{a of fufpenfe,
the fumes of madnei”™ wiil frizc iny
brain.”  The hypocrite, ptetenjdiag

igcoranc€) made her not ii? the:;leaft

acquainted with the affair; but® accufiag
the hracdet feller of fvenzy and deHriiair>

drove her fk>m thehoufe, , r-
The bracelet feller enraged, as, from

vicinity, fhe had fome knowledge of the

hufhand, haftenod to him. At Erftj in
tho way of fympathy and condokncej
ftte enquired after his health; then
ihor*ly mentioned the beauty, fid«lityi
and t*ndernefs of his wife. The hufband
inftantly dropping a fhower of tears
from his eyes, wept at the mention of
hi« wif™ and renewed his diftra”ion at
her name j when the braeelet f*let'J™id,

“ Ah ! fimple man, thy wife is adive

and well, enjoying the foeiety of her

gallant. I~ta his. mowth (h? pours

“

“

from
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A &oi~fher ruby lip tha fherbct of eter-
nal life, and fcatters heaps of n«>ift-
ened nufleruns into his bofom from
her delicate pcHbn. Why fooliftily
fitteft thou like a fnalce, coiled upon
this heap of duft ? why tortureft thou
thyfelf on the fire of forrow, and tol-
lefteft upon thyfelf alone the troubles
of the four quarters of the world ?
Arife from the earth of defpondency,
cleanfe the vefture of thy condition
from this filth, and, if thou -canft,
devote thyfelf to the fervice of God,
** the only pure.”

“

“
«“

The hufband was enraged at this,
and faid, “ Woman, ftranger to good
fenfe, what madncfs-mingled nowfenfl;
is thi§ ? If fatire has poflefl™ thy
mind, yet what applicablencfs has
ridicule and irony to one like me,
whofc bofom is pierced by the fword
of afflicilion, and his heart fcorched
with the flames of forrow r It is not

“  befitting

I
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5 beiittiip t"ce. How s

that a wife, (may har foul repofe in
the higheft manfion of paradife!)
lihofe members by this time have
become an heap of duil, and her
bones the grave hath devoured— how
is it poffible, that fhe can play the
game of incantinence with a gallant,
or how quaffthe wine of enjoyment,
unlefs Jefus, having defcended from
the fkies, has breathed upon her de-
cayed remains ?”

The bracelet feller replied, “ Why
doft thou, who haft no knowledge of
the tricks of women and artifice of the
fex, accufe me of falfehood? If thou

* wifhcft that the truth fhould be dif-

clofed to thee, and this myftery be-
come revealed, inftantly arife and
follow me, and, without the inter-
ference of another, enlighten thy
eyes with the beauty of thy wife.”

The hufband from this occurrence be-

came
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cime overwhelmed in the Teaof aftoivifti-**
ment, and under the guidance of tha
bracelet feller reached the place where
hrs virtuous wife dwelt. Without delay
entering the houfe, he beheld har feated
on the mufnud of pleafure, in all the
richneis of attire, jewels) and ornaments.
At fight of this difgraceful fituationt the
htiA)and being rapt in amaxement, the
goblet of his brain became Void of fenfa-
tioo, and he ftood like a pifturcd figure
by the /lde of his wife, motionJef* and
lilent. He coukl not determine whether
fuch ftrang* event* were parting in a
vifion, or clearly beheld by him in a ftate
of wakefdnefs. At length, he addrelTcd
the faithful and pUre-robed lady, faying,
O thou, who from this antique repo-
“ fltory of duft, having taken tip thy
doatfalhg (bundle> hadA placed it u(w
der the eafth of fepofe, how haft thou
< iflufd forth from thy clayey manfkm,
tad horn the llores of the water of
VOL. 1. o] " life,
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** life, how haft thou drank twicc of

the cup of exiftence?”

The artful wife did not in the leaft
attend to the queftions of her hufband,
but fet up the cry of oppreffed inno-
cence, exclaiming— “ O Muflulmauns,
“ my neighbours, haften to my relief,.
for a maniac having entered my hotife
is attemptingmy life.” People now
ran from all quarters, and having formed
acircle round the hufband, were prepar-
ing topunilh him, when he by perfuafion
of his elogquence prevented the hands
of the crowd from doing him any injury,
and remained fecure from the evil de-
figns of the hypocritical woman. He
now informed them of the ftate of his
circumftances; after which intelligence,
all putting the finger of aftonilKment to
their lips, remained filent. In the twink-

ling of an eye the ftory was rumoured
abroad, and fmall and great (all ranks)
uttered execrations againft fuch an arch-

deceiver.
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dccelver. The affair was now referred
to the fovereign of the country; and
after the ufual tortures according to the
rules of juftice, the hidden myftery be-
came apparent on the face of day, and
the infamous adulterefs was ftoned for
her wickednefs, according to the divine
law. The nurfe alfo was exalted to im-
epalement, and difpatched to the infernal
regions. The hufband, out of (hamc,
deferted fociety ; and having retired for
the reft ofhis life to the defart, (where he
fpent his days in wor/hip of the Divine
Unity, and in the path of truth,) before
death made himfclf as it were dead.’

‘ This tale i» omitted hy Dow.
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