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CHAP. XL
——

STORY Vil

Axornm of the well-meaning
courtiers, the eloquently melodious night-
ingafg?"df Qﬁeech, on the rofe-buth of this
wonder-depiing narrative, made to fing
in thefe ftrains.

In the widely cultivated ngon :
Beiigal, was 2 monarch in the perfe&iof
YoL. 11. A of
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of youth and vigour. In him outward,
beauty was mingled with internal ac-
qomplifhmcnts, and the eloquence of his
oratory gave grace to the brilliancy of
his wit. From his kindnefs, affe@®ion
was impreffed on the hearts of his
friends, and from his wrath, terror on
the minds of his enemies. He had
taken to the nuptial couch a damfel of
fourteen, whofe afpe&, like the moon at
a fortnight old, thone in the fky of beau-
ty; and regarding her focicty as the
relith of life, he flrove to obferve the
rules of true love. From the ftores of
her company he quaffed the wine of de-
light, and from the exceflive intoxication
of his paflion, made his heart a facrifice
to every ringlet of the infidel fide-locks
of that magic-drawing idol. The artful
princefs, from exceflive vanity in her
beauty, conftantly bchaved with coynefs,
and kept him bound in obligation for
her love-exciting fmiles. Out of cun-
ning, magnifying the high importance of

her
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her nwn chattity, the practifed confum-
mate art in the management of her il
luftrious hufband.

The prince one ddy fitting in his
chafte haram, looked over fome choice
piQures, which had received the finith of
beauty from mafters of nice touch, and
limners pofleffing the pencil of Mani.
This idol, miftre(s of art, forcery-fkilled,
was alfo feated by him. It happened
that the portrait of a handfome young
man appeared among others. The prin-
cefs, the form of whofe perfon had been
imprefled on the journal of exiftence in
chara&ers of art and deceit, and whofe
compofition was formed of the mixtures
of diffimulation and the leaven of hy-
pocrify, inftantly threw her veil over
her face. The king upon this circum-
ftance, being filled with furprize, faid,
¢ In this palace, where no firanger is
s¢ prefent, and the admiffion of an un-

A2 ‘“ entitled
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<t entitled * perfon cannot be fuppofed,
¢ what can be the reafon for drawing
«¢ the veil over thy countcnance 2 The
cunning dame replied, ¢ O Beloved of
« Egypt," my bafhfulnefs arofe from
« the pi¢ture of this firanger, whofe
s« gloting eyes you might fancy are on
* the gaze. Modefty feized the vefture
« of my heart, impulfively I hid my
« face, and was not willing that even
¢« the femblance of a ftrange man’s eye
« fhould prefent itfelf to mine.””  The
king, on beholding the purity and chaf-
tity of his wife, being pleafed beyond
meafure, became entirely confident in
her virtue, and his reliance on her fidelity

and innocence, from one, grew to an
hundred fold.

When

* That is, without the degree of kindred ade
mitted to the women's spartments. ‘
% A pame given to the pariarch Jofepk in
ariental poetry.
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When fome time had pafled in this
manner, the king one night, as ufual,
was reclining on the pillow of repofe,
but in a dozing manner with his eyes
half clofed, and the gentle queen fitting
ona corner of the bed. Suddenly, 2
tabby cat, having entered at the door,
and made two or three fprings near the
bed, rofe up n the form of a beautiful
woman. The queen, pattern of virtue,
having embraced her with great ardour,
uttered many compliments, and feated
her by her fide. Suppofing the king
overcome with the fumes of fleep, with-~
out delay opening the lock ot fpeech,
fhe enquired the reafon of her coming ?
The dame, after the manner of ambafia-
dors, fharpening the tonguc of meflage,
faid, * Thy fifter, after exprefling the
“ ufual defire and affe&ion, reprefents,
*¢ that to-night thy niece, quitting the
¢ chamber of celibacy, will with good
¢ luck and felicity be ufhered on the
 bridal throne, Though all the re-

A3  quifites



8

(4]
€«
LA
(1]
5¢
€«
(14
[ {3

({1

«
113

113

<
(9
(14
(19
€«

€«

BARAR-DANUSH ; OR, CBH. 1l.

quifites of fefltivity have been pre-
pared, and the aflfemblage of good
fortunc with all aufpicioufnefs and
joy has found a happy connection;
yet, without thy eftimable prefence,
they can have no brilhancy, and all
the ladies being defirous of thy for-
tunate interview, wait thy honouring
arrival,

VERSE.

“ The wine, the muficrans and flowers,
all are prepared, but fefruity cammot
8¢ had witheut my beloved—H here is my
beloved 7

““ If, obferving your former kind~
nefs and ufual favour, you will bind
them in obligation, it will be highly
acceptable ; if you will illume the
gloomy chamber of the withes of
expedtents with your mirth-conjoined-
approach, it will be efteemed of im-

« portance. ‘The youth alfo, in the

¢ bond
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¢« bond of whafe love is the heart of the
# queen of the world, and concerning the
« taming of which wild one of the foret
¢ of affe@ion and regard, before this,
¢ the hint was given, has to-night fallen
¢ into the fnare. The {parkling wine,
s¢ rofy-coloured, which gives the crim-
« fon tinge to mirth, 1s eager to be
¢ poured out. T he melodious gurgling,
¢« hke the nightingale, fits upon the
¢ chryftal branch.”

The angel-refembling queen placed
the finger of compliance on her eyes, and
fhewing much dclight and f{atisfadtion,
exclimed, “ Since a mght which I have
“ fought for in a thoufand matin prayers
¢ has arrived, the dawn of wakeful pro-
¢« fperity has gleamed from the horizon
¢ of my defires, and the garden of my
“¢ friend’s withes has received frefhnefs
¢ from the wavings of the gale of enjoy-
¢ ment ; nergus hke, fhould I haften on
# the foot of my eyes, it is allowable,

A 4 “ Added
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Added to this, the attainment of the
aufpicious company of the glorious
youth, who has plundered the weaith
of my heart, and to whofe amber
locks my foul is captive, will be 3
caufe of twofold happinefs. How
acceptable will it be for two objeds
to be attained by one fmile! With
fuch happinefs and dclight, God has
not blefled my lot with any evening
cqual to this, nor has night ever before
affumed fuch a love-infpicing form,
on each dark lock of which thoufands
of mufk-bags of Tartary are lavithed,
Jt muft be this night which the
retired name The night of Kudder.*

As,

¢ The night on which the Koraun is faid to hgye

been brought from the higheft to the Joweft heaven,
from whence it was revealed in portions by Gabyie]

to

Mehummud., The Mufflulmauns have a fuper,

ftitious beliel, that the anniverfary of this night
fpent in devotion is highly acceprable to God, und
all requetts made in their prayers, if faithful, will
be granted by heaven; but the divines &t not

#greed
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« As, on account of the king’s fleep my
“ heart is at reft, I will by the afiift-
*“ ance of my wakeful fortune convey
“ myfelf in the twinkling of an eye to
t« the paradifiacal affembly.”” Having
faid this, the difmiifed the meffenger.

As the place to which the queen
intended going was diftant fix hundred
miles from the king’s palace, he became
involved in the depth of aftonith-
ment, and the treafure of comprefention
dropped from his hand, how this
demon in angel’s form, in one night’s
journey, could travel fuch a diftance
beyond the reach of human ability, and
how return.  Even allowing that fhe
could mount the charger of the weftern
breeze, ftill it could not be conceived
accomplifhable. At all events, refigning
his foot to the path of difcovery of this
myfterious hufinefs, and the develope-

ment

agreed 28 to the day of the month Ramazan in
wrhich theforaun defeended,
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ment of fuch a fltrange miracle, he
guarded his limbs from motion, and
like onein found fleep began to (nore.
The queen, from whofe hypocrify the
devil himfelf would have run a journey
of an hundred years, forthwith drefled
herfelf in royal robes and princely orna-
ments, and took uncommon pains in
adjufting them. Then calling the vizi-
er's wife to her, they both together
tumbling a little upon the carpet, became
transformed into tabby cats, and leaping
out of the palace, haftened from the
city. The king alfo, at the fame inftant,
baving rifen from the bed, followed the
cats,

In the environs of the city was a
tree of wonderful fize and height, its
foliage thick, and its branches as it were
touching the fky, into which the two
cats afcended.  The king embracing the
trunk, fixed his feet in the upper fibres
of the root.  All at ouce the tree began

to
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to fhake, and moving from its place,
mounted rapidly into the air; then, in
the twinkling of an eye, becoming fixed
again, ceafed from motion.® As the
found of trumpets, drums, and flutes,
now reached the ecars of the king, he
fuppofed that the marriage-feat and
affembly of joy was here prepared.
Inftantly quitting the trunk of the tree,
he retired to a little diftance. The two
cats, having defcended, ran towards a
city, and the king followed ; till at length
they veached u palace, where all ranks
were aflembled in numerous crowds.
The cats went into the haram, and the
king fat down in the affeinbly on a
corper of the carpet, where no one, from
his being a ftranger, took notice of him.
His attention was wholly bent towards
the return of the cats, let they fhould

efcape,

4 This account refembles the tramsformations
and manner of travelling of oor northerr. witches,
thy’ rather mere convenicnt and fafe than a broom.
Rick.



14  BAHAR-DANUSH; OR, CH.IIL

efcape, he become a wanderer in a
foreign country, and, on account of the
want of conveyance or a guide, reach
not again his own dominions.

When half of the night had elapfed,
a young man, bearing a wreath of flow-
ers in a tray fet with jewels, entered the
affembly ; for fuch was the ufage in that
country, that they firft caft a garland of
flowers over the thoulders of the bride-
groom, and then taking him into the
private apartments, performed the mar-
riage ceremony, and the ufual fhug-
goon.® It happened that the bridegroom
was deformed and ugly. The youth
entrufted with the wreath, not thinking it
fit to introduce fuch a misfhapen wretch
into an affembly of Hoories, and to feat
him on the throne with the angel-
formed bride, intended, that having
chofen a handfome youth from the com~

pany,

¢ The word means confulting omens 3 but in
what manncr done, I am jgnorant of.
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pany, he would throw the wreath upon
his fhoulders, and, having introduced
him into the angel-hike affembly, per-
form the cuftoms of the fhuggoon and
the ufual ceremonials. It happened
that the elegant form and beautiful
countenance of the king ftruck his view;
and, without hefitation, cafting the
wreath upon him, he tock him by the
hand, and begged him to arife. The
king, who from fear of the cfcape of the
cats, trembled like a moufe, regarding
the wreath of fowers as a coll of blod-
devouring fnakes, was confounded, and
overwhelmed in the abyfs of aftonifh-
ment. As, however, he had not power
to refufe, remedilefs, having fubmitted
his neck to the commands of fate, he
arofe from the affembly of fafety, and
refigned his footfteps to the jaws of
the crocodile, namely, entered the royal
apartments.

Here
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Here he bcheld a concourfe of
Hoories and Peries met together; on
every fide heaps on heaps of the Nuffe-
reen and Nufterrun,’ of the flowers and
fhrubs of beauty blooming, and {miles
and glances, like the leaves of the rofe
in fpring, waving over the furface of
the carpet. In fhort, they feated the

young king on the throne of honour;
and,

! There is nothing more inexplicable to » tranfla-
tor of Perfic, than oriental fruits, trees, plants,
and Rowers, and the metaphors in which they are
involved. The Nergus, Nuflereen and Nufterrun,
feen to be fynonymous; yet they are fometimes
diffevently compared. The Nergus, which Me-
moki and Richardion traaflate Narciffus, in mee
taphar, is faid to beall eyes; and the Sofun, which
they give as lily, all tongue. 'Till fuch time a8
fome oriental traveller fhall give us exaft drawings
and the native names of natarsl produétions, Buro-
peans cannot polfibly tafte the full bexuty of orientsl
figures. In India, where I ttudied, it wes in vain
to afk explanation, as the tutor was us great & firan-
ger to the gardens and groves of Perfia us myfelf,
though imagmation of its jufloefs made him glow
with raptore ac what he could net comprehend,
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and, according to the cuftom of the na-
tives of Hindooftan, refembling para-
dife, tied round his arms a wreath of
pearls and jewels, like the chain of the
Pleiades. All the Hoori and Peri-like
ladies formed a circle around him, as
clufters of ftars round the moon. They
now performed the fhuggoon and rufto-
mary ceremonies, according to the rules
and ufages of their tribes.

The king, finking into the eddy of
wonder at the artifices of the fky, fat in
perfec filence, but involuntarily gazed
on the wifdom-difturbing charms of the
renders of patience and judgment. Ine
wardly did he give laud to the Defigner
free from fraud or deceit, who, with an
handful of duft and fome drops of water,
had formed fuch wonderful figures on
the pages of exiftence. In this fituation,
his eye fell on his own chafte wife, who
in a retired part of the room, with the
vizier's lady and fome other rofe-cheeked

dames,
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dames, quaffed goblets of brilliantly
fparkling wine, and in the intomcation
of the grape and the rapture of delight,
clafped her lover in embrace, fhedding
from her moift Lips the life-giving freth-
nefs on his mouth. At length arifing,
fhe advanced near, and looking at the
king carneftly, faid to the vizier’s lady,
¢ The Eternal hath fo formed alike the
‘¢ countenance of this young man with
¢ that of the king, that you would fancy
“ he was my hufband.”” However,
from the fumes of !intoxication, fhe did
not perfeétly fecognize him, and the
great diftance of her own country was
alfo the mcans of doubt and caufe of
difbelief.  Satisfied with this expreflion
of wonder, fhe retired again towards the

youth who was the fovereign of her
heart.

The king, on hearing her exclama-~
tions, with all his valour and fortitude,
from dread of his wife, had neardy

quitted
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quitted his mortal frame. Being at Isit
difmifled from the private apartments,
he haftened into the affembly of the men,
and employed himfelf in thankfgivings
to the divine preferver ; refolving, thould
he arrive fafely from this danger in his
own dominions, that he would without
hefitation or delay difpatch his wife to
the pit of the lower regions. When the
bluth of earlieft dawn had appeared, the
two cats having come from within, paf-
fed fwiftly by, and the king haftily fol-
lowed them. As before, by means of
the magical tree, he reached the envi-
rons of his own capital, and, with the
utmoft fpeed having gained his palace
before the arrival of the lightly-minded
cats, affe@ed to flumber on his bed: on
which, foon after, the queen alfo lay
down towards the edge.

When the gleams of day were fhed
abroad, and the rofes of morning waved
on the branches of the horizon, the

voL. II. 8 vicious
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vicious wife employed herfelf in the
ufual houfehold affairs ; but flecp over-
powered the king, as the fatigue of being
awake all night and the ftretch of watch-
fulnefs on the proceedings of the cats,
had wearied him out. From the neg-
fe& of proper precaution and forefight,
which are incumbent on the wife, the
chain of pearls remained upon his filver-
like arm; and when his eye unclofed
from fleep, from heedlefsnefs (that ene-
my to manj he did not think of conceal-
ing it. Accidentally the queen’s eye fell
upon it, and the guefles of the night
were changed to certainty. His having
been at the affembly appeared beyond a
doubt, which became diftafteful to her
mind; and as the cat was now let out of
the bag, fhe became furious, and faid to
the king, ¢ What means this bracelet
¢ of jewels on thy arm ? perhaps thou
* haft unknown to me afcended the
¢ marriage throne with a new bride ?*”

\h’xi*hm The
BR» -w
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The imprudent prince, withdrawing
his foot from the path of policy and the
route of propriety, inflantly lighted up
his countenance with wrath, and faid ;
« A truce with affe@ed forrows (whine
“ not, fwallow thy grief) and preparing
«¢ for hell, expe the recompenfe of thy
<« a&ions.”” The infamous woman,
when the heard thefe evdlamations, be.
coming thoughtful on her own condi-
tion, and imagining delay in this matter
would be the caufe of her own deftruc-
tion, having placed the foot of boldnefs
on the carpet of forefight, breathed a
charm over an handful of pebbles, and
with haftinefs threw them into the king’s
face. Immediately upon this tranfiéion,
becoming deprived of human form, he
was changed into the fhapeof 2 peacock
with golden wing,, and, hke the grove-
ling-minded, began to peck the ground
with his bill,

B2 W
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When the entrufted with the offices
of ftate were not for two or three days
diftinguithed by the ufual honouring
sudience, they reprefented by means
of the confidential perfons admitted to
the Haram, thus;  May the caufe of
‘ not giviag public audience, and kecp-
“ ing us fervants deprived of the ho-
“ nour of paying our gratulations, be
“ only that of mirth and pleafure!
¢ Many public affairs, however, from
¢ this circumftance, are bound in the
¢« knot of delay, and urgent expe@ants
« waiting. If, for an inftant only, by
¢t the fplendor of the aufpicious afpe®,
¢ they would illume the night of the
¢ defire of the refigned, pofiibly, it may
¢ not be inconfiftent with ftate policy.”’
The wicked queen, as if from the king’s
mouth, in anfwer rcturned; “ As in
“ fome degree illnefs has attacked our
‘¢ gracious perfon, at prefent the hurry
“ of giving audience and tranfading
* bufinefs, our head will not bear. It

£¢ 1s
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¢ jis proper that ail the officers of go-
¢t yernment, engaging in prayer, befeech
¢ the throne of the divine Reftorer for
¢ the health of our auguft perfon.” ®

The loyal fubje@s and well-withers
to the king, on hearing this event, be-
coming involved in forrow, returned
home ; but the vizier, who was graced
by the jewels of fidelity and integrity,
and the tablet of whofe mind was
famped with the impreflions of true
attachment, was grieved above all.  As
be intimately knew the difpofition of the

B3 king,

7 An A%-nc prince generally appears in audience
morning und evening daly.  1f this is dilcontinued
1y Lure to Create much alarm ; not fo much, howe-
sery trom anuicty in the courtices for his health, a5
to make their bargain with, or fecure themfclves
againd the diflike of his fucceffor, Notwithftanding
out boafled civilization, much of this thameful impa.
tience was witneffed during the memorahle ilinefs of
oar own graciovs fovereign mad the regency bufinefs,
thaugh European courtiers, efpecially Englifimen,
have not fuch urgent caufes for fear st the com.
shencement of & new ragn,
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king, he by his penetration divined, that
being deprived of the robes of under-
ftanding, he had become afflited with
{uch a fatal illnefs, that the reins of his
own will remained not in the grafp of
his power, and that he had no ability
to manage his own affairs. At all events,
the intelligent vizier having returned
home, out of policy having flattered his
wifc with foft fpeeches and fweetening
expreflions, prevailed upon her, that
having gone to the royal Haram and
obtained knowledge of the king’s fitua-
tion, fhe fhould inform him of it without
difguifing any particular.

The vizier's lady inftantly repairing
to the palace, on account of the confi-
dence fhe held in the efteem of the
queen, was, without the trouble of ex-
peétation, informed of the myftery;
and returning home, acquainted the
vizier of the circumftances of the affair.
The minifter on this account was much

afflicted,
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affli&ed, and faid within himfelf, « It is
¢ befitting that loyally-minded fervants,
“ in a time of difficulty and feafon of
« diftrefs, thould facrifice their lives in
« the fervice of their patrons. If I,
< cherithed by the bounty of this fa-
“ mily, atfuch a crifis do not perform
¢ the duties of attachment, and deliver
*¢ the king from this life-hazarding cala-
““ mity, how can I return the obligations
« of prote€tion and favour !’ After
this, having bound the fath of refolu-
tion faft round the waift of his heart,
he f{peeded on the foot of remedy;
and having, by the guidance of in-
ftru@ive policy, procured a peacock,
went to the palace-gate, and fent in
this petition.

¢¢ At this time, when the enemies of
 this profperous houfe arc affliGed
“ with badily ficknefs,” I have heard,
B 4 ¢ that

B The orientals in enquiries after & fick friend,

do not fay, * Jam forry you are 1" £ we would,
but, I bear that his enemics are affliel.
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* thata peacock is the means of amufing
¢ the auguft mind of the king. As this
¢ ardent follower in the path of facrifice
« ig deprived of enjoying the felicity of
“ the aufpicious looks, and debarred
“ from the enlightened prefence, he
¢« withes that he may kifs at leaft' the
¢ _foot of that peacock which is the caufe
¢ of recreation to the exalted mind. If
* for an inftant they would fend it out,
# the head of the honour of this life-
“ refigning fervant will reach the hea-
¢ vens.”

The queen paying refpe to the rank
and high office of the vizier, at the infti-
gation of weak policy, without attention
to the rules of forefight and caution,
fent the peacock to the vizier. He,
tegarding this as a moft important ac-

quifition,
1 Europeans will fometimes carefs the lap dog of

mankey of a great mas, though he ftinketh ; which

makes this addrefs not appear on confideration guite
(o ubfurdly unnaaral,
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quifition, inftantly fent in that he had
brought with him, and conduing the
transformed king to his houfe, fpoke thus
fo his wife. ¢ O thou, by whofe fmiles

(13
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my heart and foul are falcinated, and
to whofe cloquence my property and
treafure is a facrifics, as our ftaris now
favourable, the king has fallen alone
into my hands, for I have brought the
peacock by artifice from the royal
Haram. If thou hait the art, fend
forth the breath of fkill, and reftore
the king, whofe elemental form has
been changed, to its original ftate,
that, according to my own withes, I
may obtain from him the royal ediéts,
and becoming co-partner with him in
dominion and treafure, take half of
this extenfive kingdom into my own
poffeffion. Then, advancing the foot
of honour higher than the rank of
vizier, I will beat the royal drums on
my own account, and place the crown
of fovereignty on my head ; and thou

¢« alfo
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“ alfo wilt be among the moft diftin-
*¢ guithed princefles of the age.”

The vizier'’s wife, though avidity of
fuperfluous wealth and command of pa-
tronage tempted her, and fthe had loft
the reins of prudence from her hands ;
yet, as fhe was a confidant in the fecrets
of the queen, withed not to give up
the claims of friendfhip.  She therefore
faid to her hufband, ¢ T will undertake
¢« this affair, on condition that, after
“ the attainment of thy obr®, having
¢ again cloathed the king in the likenefs
“ of 2 peacack, I may deliver him back
‘“ to the queen.”” The vizier, rejoiced
at thefc tidings, apparently confented to
the terms of his wife, but within himfelf
refolved to feat the king on the throne of
fafety, when once delivered from the de-
fart of enchantment. Accordingly, at the
inftant when the fovereign was freed from
fuch acalamity, he with the utmoft celerity
having drawn his keen fabre, feparated

the
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the head of his wicked wife from her
body, and ftruck her dead on the ground.

The king, who like one afflicted
with a fit had recovered, having opened
his eyes, gazed round on all fides, and
flood aftonithed. At length he enquired
of the vizier, faying, * What s the
“ caufe of my having defcended from
“ my palace to thy houfe, and how
¢« came thy wife into this horrible ftate?”
The wife vizier informed him of the
circumftances of affurs from beginning
to conclufion, when the king, having
prasfed his loyalty and attachment, atked
him for council concerning his conduét.
The vizier replied, ¢ The meafure moft
¢ advifeable is this, that before the
¢ queen can gain intelligence of matters,
¢ thou thouldft convey thyfelf to a place
¢ of fecurity ; becaufe, if thou fhouldft
“ again come into her clutches, (which
“ may God avert!) a fecond eftape

“ would
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s« would be impoffible, and my head
«« would alfo fall a facrifice in the affair.”

The advice of the vizier appeared
moft acceptable to the king; and travel-
ling by night, accompanied by him, he
ina fhort time, having pafled his own
dominions, fixed his abode in a certain
capital; and having cloathed himfelf in
the habit of a devotee, fat down in the
cell of retirement.  After fome time, the
ruler of the country having obtained in-
formation of the auguft nature and con-
dition of the king, fought alliance with
him, and gave him his daughter in maz-
riage. Though the king had great
diflike to a frefh conneétion with women,
yet, from the impulfe of divine will and
cternal decree, the affair was completed.

Somctime after the marriage, the
kirig was fitting with his princefs in a
court of the palace playing at dice,
when fuddenly a kite hovering in the

aw,
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air, began to defcend dire@ly over his
head, and fluttering its wings, began to
fcream.  The new wife having looked at
the bird, faid, ¢ Aught knoweft thou,
¢ O king, who this kite is, and what is
¢ her meaning in this fluttering ?** The
king replied, ¢ I know nothing, but
¢¢ that it flies as birds ufually do in the
¢ air.”” The lady exclaimed, ¢ This
“ is not 2 kite, but thy former queen;
¢ who, having difguifed herfelf as 2
¢ bird, is come with defign to kill thee,
¢ nor is there any how an efcape for
¢ thee, but by my means.””  The king
at this event becoming overwhelmed in
the abyfs of aftonifhment, trembled with
fear for his life, and calling his vizier,
acquainted him with the circumftance.
The vizier faid, ¢ Do not in the leaft,
¢ O my fovereign, admit alarm or dread
“ into thy mind; but afk the princefs’s
 aid to deftroy the kite.”” The queen
now faid, ¢ O wife vizier, it is incum-~
“ bent upon me to accomplith this

* bufinefs,
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¢ bufinefs, for fhe who defigneth the
« king’s death is alfo my moft inveterate
¢ enemy. Specdily, I alfo having af-
¢ feended in the form of a kite, will
¢ convey myfelf to her, when, after
¢« contending with our beaks and talons,
« we fhall fall to the ground clofe to
¢ the king, who then exercifing the
¢ utmoft agility, muft beat her to death
¢ with a club, but that he may not
¢ through miftake injure me, know, that
« the diftinétion between us will be a
« difference of colour in our wings and
¢ feathers. She is all black, and [ fhall
¢« be mottled with black and white.”
The king eftceming this as an unexpeéted
blefling, feized a club, and ftood in am-
buth waiting the opportunity. At
length the queen, being transformed, at-
tacked the kite, and, in the manner
above mentioned, fell with her to earth.
The king with great joy arofe, and faid
to the vizier, ¢ Muit [ rike the black
¢ or the mottled {”* The vizier replied,

¢« Haft



CH. L. GARDEN OF KENOWLEDGE. 33

¢ Haft thou not heard, that the fandy
¢ haired cur is brother to the jackall?
« Though thou haft efcaped the jaws of
<« the crocodile, ftill thou haft fallen into
« the fangs of the wolf. The wifeft
<« meafure is to kill them both, in order
¢ that thou mayeft be wholly fecure
¢ from the villainy of a race more re-
¢« vengeful than the wolf or ferpent.”
The king, accordingly, from the hint of
the minifter, difpatched both the impure
wretches to the lower regions; and hav-
ing efcaped fuch dangers, for the future
refrained from the fociety of women.
He fat down in the cell of refignation
and recefs of abftinence ; and, during the
remainder of life, having employed him-
felf folely in the worfhip of the Moft
High, by means of penance gained future
felicity and true glory.*

* This tale is alfo omitted by Dow.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIL

————

STORY VIIL

THE Bede! readers of myfery,
and abftrufe explorers of tradition, have
thus written this choice narrative on

the pages of relation.

In the city of Benares, which isa
principal place of adoration to the Hin-
doo idols, there lived a young bramin,
the tablet of whofe mind was void of
the impreflions of knowledge, and the
fleeve of his exiftence unadorned by the
embroidery of art. He had 2 wife elo-

quent
! The foar mytical Books of the Hindoos.
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quent of fpeech, who, in the arcana of
intrigue, exalted the ftandard of profefs
forthip. In the fchool of deceit, fhe
could have inftruted the devil hzmﬁ:lf
in the fcence of ftratagem. -
tally, her eyes meeting thofe of 2 comely
youth, the bird of her heart took its
flight in purfuit of his love.

As, during the prefence of the Bra-
min, the enjoyment of her lover had
great impediment, and the flowers of
delight from the fhrub of fulfilment, to
gather equal to the with of her heart,
was not poffible; in order to obtain
her defire, the became refolved to re-
move her hufband, and exercifed her
invention how to bewilder him in the
mazes of travel. One day, when the
innocent Bramin with all fondnefs, clafp-
ing this ill-famed woman in his arms,
withed that from her gentle lips he
might quaff the wine of endearment,

the wife, from &mgem fteeping her
~OL. II. forchead
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forchead in vinegar (looking four) turned
afide from his embrace, and hypocriti-
cally difplaying on her countenance the
figns of diffatisfaction, damped the fweet
fenfations of the wretched man with four
looks and frigid coldnefs.

The Bramin, who was ignorant of
the arts of women, from this condu&
becoming aftonithed, enquired the caufe
of her fadnefs? The wife opened the
pages of delufion, and faid, «“ Why
¢ fhould I not be diffatisfied ¢ and how
“ fhould I not fall into the depths of
¢ regret, when this very day a woman
““ of equal rank with ours, in a place
¢¢ where all the ladies of our tribe and
¢ acquaintance were affembled, without
¢ hefitation, having lengthened the
‘¢ tongue of taunting, faid, ** O thou who
“ counteft fuch pre-eminence, that thou
¢ witheftthou fhouldft be diftinguithed
¢« above all women in brilliancy of gom-
¢ prehenfion, elegance of Weﬁion,

13 md
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and witty effufions, why doft not
thou inftru®t thy hufband, who is
void of the graces of eloquence and
learning, and without ‘any fhare of
fcience or knowledge ? No Bramin's
child, juft beginning to learn his
alphabet, canft thou find, (though thou
fhouldft fearch among the trioe) of
fuch total ignorance and ftupidity.”
This fpeech, like a dart, pierced my
bofom, and, as a dagger, penetrated
my heart; for truly, what fort of
life doft thou lead ? For me to be a
widow, and expend my age in the cell
of celibacy with difappointment, would
be pleafanter than thy being my
hufband, and that the women of the
city fhould thus pierce my bofom

* with their life-deftroying taunts, and

L {4

(14

fecorch my foul inceflantly over the
fire of fcandal.”” In fhort, the played

off upon her fimple hufband, fuch emu-
lation-Rirring fpeeches as thefe, with
an hundred artful graces; and brought

c2 the
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the glow of feeling for his honour into
motion.

The unfufpe®ing man, not having
in the leaft explored the path of real
truth, that very inftant girded up firmly
the fkirts™ of fearch after {cience; and
preferring exile to his home, and labour
to cafe, from eagernefs to acquire accome
plithment, meafured the path of toil.
In every city and town where he heard
of a learned Bramin and diftinguithed
expounder of the bedes, having obtained
the honour of waiting upon him, hc was
gladdened by the felicity of lighting the
lamps in the affembly of inftruion g
and in order to attain accomplifhments,
and acquire learning, having fubmitted
to various humiliations, * in a fhort time

he

= The foot travellers in Al gird their long fkirts
round the loins, that they may not impede motion.
Hence the feriptural expreffion of girding the loins,

* The pupils of the learned Bramins pesiform
oy menial offices for thafe fages,
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he became enriched by the comprehene
fion of the four bedes.

Having been honoured in the fervice
of profeflors all-fkilful, he attained the
abftrufe fciences and diftinguithing arts;
and having graced himfell with the ex-
cellencies of knowledge, and acquired an
ample fhare of literature, he founded the
drum of celebrity. With great joy and
exultation, having returned, he reached
his home.

As 1t happened, onc third of the
night had pafled, when the Bramin,
having entered his home, met his wife;
who, from matives of policy, pretending
gladnefs and joy, having warmed water,
wathed his feet, and with refpe .and
attention feated him on the Koorfee.®
The gallant of the wife, according to
ufual cuftom, haying prepared the cham-

c3 ber

® A fortof fow thair, broad enovgh to fit as the
Afist.cs do, upon their hama,
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ber of delight and being anxious for 2
meeting, waited her pleafurable approach.
At this time, his meflengers announced
the Bramin’s arrival; and he at this
being much mortified, fent to the wife
this meffage. ¢ The requifites of delight
¢ and fources of pleafure are all prepar-
¢ ed. It is now proper that thou illume
¢ the chamber of hope with the radi-
“ ance of thy beauty.”” The wife, in
anfwer, faid, ¢ My hufband after a long
¢ interval, has returned home from tra-
vel; my coming at prefent is there-
fore next to impoffible ; nay, cannot
any how be accomplithed. Policy de-
mands, that this evening thou excufe
me; and, not efteeming the com-
miffion of this fault voluntary, forgive

4 t2 )
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The youth on hearing thefe words
became melancholy and difpleafed, and
with carneft entreaty returned a mef-
fege to this effe@: “In the hope of

¢ thy
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thy life~endearing company, a delight-
exciting feaft has been prepared. The
Chung? vibrates with defire for thee,
and the wine ferments in the bottle.
If thou art true to the rules of con-
ftancy, by any mode that thou canft,
caft thy cyprefs-fafcinating  fhade
over thy lover, and extinguith the
flames of his anxiety with the life-
giving water of thy prefence, or the
condition of your impatient expe&ant
will be diftrefsful, and exiftence be-
come the plague of his foul. It
cannot be among the rules of love
and regard, that thou fhouldft difap-
point a lover in the height of expec-
tation, or render him defpairing at
the point of happinefs.

VERSE.

“ Hafien, for without thy prefence, O

4 foul illuming 1aper, in the affemblage of

Cc 4 “ Mm’
» A mufical inflrument.
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« lovers, there is no [park of brilliancy or
¢ chearfulnefs.”

The wife, when fhe became informed
of thefe circumftances, not being able
to endure the vexation of her lover’s
tender heart, and efteeming the eafe and
approbation of his mind preferable to
all things, placed the finger of accept-
ance on her eves, and faid ; ¢ Give not
¢ way to melancholy and vexation, for
¢ irritate thy mirth-loving mind with
¢ the nail of forrow : for by fome mode
¢ I will convey myfelf to thee, and, like
¢ the Nergus, haften on the foot of
# my eye.”

-

-~

After fending this meflage, having
confidered awhile, fhe opened the pages
of deceit; and having feleGted a frefh
ftratagem, faid to her hutband, ¢« To
« God be praife and thankfgivings, that
*¢ thou are returned in health and fafety,
 and rcpofeft from the labour of travel

¢« and
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and the toils of pilgrimage ; alfo, that
the eye of my expedtation is enlight-
ened with the rays of thy comclhiv
nefs, and that the flames of troublous
abfence, and the torturing heat of
feparation, are allayed by the water of
thy company. 1 am grateful to my
own ftars aml fortune. Doubtlefs
thou haft attzined an ample portion
of all fciences, and acquired a rich
thare of accomplithments; but I re-
queft that thou wilt relate to me the
particulars of thy learning, thar a
doubt in refpe& to one fcience, which
I have in my mind, may be done
away, and from this apprehenfion my
heart gain perfe fatisfaction. I truft
that thou haft a thorough knowledge
of this fcience, though others may be
wanting.”’

The Bramin, with all exultation and

vanity, faid, “ O my fellow-felf and

[ 43

fharer of my griefs, forrow net now,
(14 fm
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¢« for I have learnt the four bedes, and
 am chief of learned profeffors.”” The
wife exclaimed, ¢ Woe is me, if thou
¢ haft not learned the fifth Bede.”” The
bramin replied, ¢ Why, woman, it has
¢ been afcertained by the moft learned
« mafters and Pundits, that the bedes
¢ are four; wherefore then fayeft thou
¢¢ there are five I’ The woman inftantly
on hearing this fpeech, beating the hands
of mortification againft each other, cried
out, “ What an unlucky fate is mine !
¢ Surely in the volume of decree hap-
pinefs was not affixed to my name,
 but in the divine records the impref-
fion of difappointment ftamped on the
¢ pages of my lot. When thou wert
wandering in the maze of pilgrimage,
‘¢ day and night involved in melancholy
“ and forrow, I had a hope, and lived
“ on the perfumec® of our meeting;
€« tru&mg

¢ Alluding to herfelf being pure as the peries, o

fabled race, fo delicate, a3 to cxift only om the
edour of perfumes.
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“ trufting that one day thou wouldft re-
& turn, and deliver me from torment.
¢ Now thou art come back, my hope is
¢ changed to fear, and the links of en-
¢ joyment broken.

VERSE.

s« dlas, my cruel far has produced masfortunce !
s The horrofeope of my fate hath brought
¢ forih evil”

The bramin, being diftrefled at thefe
wonder-exciting words, afked what could
be the caufe of all this defpair and appre-
henfion? On which the wife replied,
¢ The ruler of this city hath a difficult
< cafe before him, the folution of which
¢ depends on the Tirreza Bede; and
¢ to-day they have taken all the bra-
“ mins to his awful court. As they
“ are ignorant of the fifth bede, they
¢ have been imprifoned by order of the
‘¢ fovereign; and it is decreed, that if
“ during the night they cannot folve

« the
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« the problem, they fhail to-morrow be
“ dragged throngh all the ftreets of the
« gity, with a thoufand infults and
« humiliations, to execution. Certainly
« they will to-morrow convey intelli-
« gence of thy arrival, and thou wilt
<« alfo be vne of them ; whilel, who in
¢ the garden of youth have not yet un-
¢t folded one of my thoufand flowers,
bearing, likea tulip, the fcars of fepa-
ration from thee in my bofom, muft
¢ fit in the gloomy cell of widowhood.”

The fimple hufband, with all his
attainments of knowledge and fcience,
fwallowing the deceit, on hearing the
above, fainted away from fear, and fell
like the lifelefs on the floor.  The artful
woman haftily threw rofe-water in his
face, lifted his head from the ground,
and faid, ¢ Comfort thy heart, for a
« remedy has occurred to my mind,
¢ which doubtlefs is a fuggeftion from
¢ the Divinity. While as yet no oue is

‘¢ acquainted
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“¢ acquainted with thy arrival, once more
¢ quit this unlucky city, and for a time
¢ reconciling thy mind to the pain of
¢¢ travel, and leaving the thorn of ab-
¢ fence in the bofom of fuch an unfor-
 tunate being as myfclf, acquirc the
 fifth bede. It may happen, that by
“ this means thou mayeft be graced
¢ with all perfetions and exccllencies,
¢« and rife fuperior to all the learned thy
¢ cotemporaries.”’

The ignorant bramin, unfifpecful of
the arts of woman, notwithftanding the
fatigue of walking, the lonefomenc(s of
his journey, and the pain from his yet
bliftered feet, having left his houfe at
midnight, again undertook the labour of
pilgrimage ; and his vicious wife, by
this firatagem, haftening to her paramour,
made warm the aflembly of wickednefs.

The bramin, sbout the rifing of the
world-illuming planet, having reached
the
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the environs of a city, fat down forrow-
ful on the terrace of a draw-well, to
which by chance foon came five women
from the town. They faw that the rofe
of the bramin’s cheek was withered and
parched by the burning fun of forrow,
and his heart, like the bud of a flower,
compreffed and blighted. They en-
quired, ¢ Whence art thou come?
¢ whither art thou going ? and on what
¢ account art thou in the perplexity of
«¢ grief and melancholy ?”*  The young
bramin difclofed the circumftances ; and
as they poffefled perfect fkill in the Tir-
rea Bede—on hearing his flory, they
expanded their mouths in laughter, for
they guefled that his wife was an able
profeflor, and, in order to follow her own
pleafures, had committed the fimple man
to the defart of pilgrimage. Taking
pity on his forlorn condition and igno-
rance, they faid, < Ah! diftraed youth,
¢ and poor wanderer from the path of
¢ knowledge, altho’ the Tirrea Bede is

(las
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¢« a3 a flormy fea, nay, even a boundlefs
¢ deep, which no philofopher can fa-
¢« thom by the aid of profound wifdom ;
¢¢ yet comfort thy foul, for we will folve
¢ thy difficulty, and expound to thee
¢ the myfteries of this fcience.”

The bramin, on hearing this becom-
ing joyful and delighted, with all ardour
committed himfelf to the tuition of thefe
acute profeflors; and expanding his
fpeech in thanks, faid, ¢ God hath dif-
« penfed to me good luck, in that [
‘¢ have reached your prefence, and found
“ repofe from the perfecution of the
« fkies.”” The learned dames now a-
greed, that each day one of them, taking
this difappointed in the road of under-
ftanding and loft to the world of wifdom,
to herfelf, fhould engage in the proper
inftru@ion, and difclofe to him the myf~
teries of the Tirres Bede ; fo that in five
interviews, the arcana of this fcience
thould become fully explained to him.

LESSON
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LESSON T,

Ous of the five ladies, on the firft
day having conducted the meafurer of
the path of foily to her refidence, pnd
pretending that he was her fifter's {on,
introduced him to her hufband and mo-
ther in law ; and having appointed him
an apartment, {pread it with carpets and
pillows. Then, having got ready an
entertiinment, fhe fet forth various forty
of catables and liquors. When the bride.
groom of night had caft a dutky veli
over the face of day, the wife, undes
fome pretence, atking lesve of her huf.
band, came to the bramin already plungs.

ed
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ed in the fea of sflonithment. Having
by her loft {peeches made him unreferv-
ed, the faid, *“ Regarding opportunity
€ as precious, courfe the fteed of ples-
4 {ure in the plain of delight, and firike
¢ the ball of enjoyment withthe mace of
* my amber-perfumed locks ; for valu-
¢ able age, like the water of a ftream,
s¢ paffeth ufelels away.””

The bramin, who was guiltlefs of
fuch aftions, became coafounded from
excefs of thame, and faid, * Ah{ wo-
4 man, flranger to virtue, within this
¢ hour thou calledft me thy fiter's fon,
* and now urgeft me thus. Excufe
“ me, for I cannot by any means engage
<t infuch a wicked aition.”” The woman
replied, ¢ Thy fafety lios in fibmiffion
“ to my commands; make hafle, and
“ idiy fop not on the road, for there is
¢ danger in delay, and it is hurtful to
“ the traveller.”” The bramin, who
was inexperienced in vice, and had never

YoL. II. D tafted
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tafted the fweets of forbidden love, #ill
made the laws of religion and his func-
tion an excufe, and requefted to retire.

The lady, who was 2 profeflor of her
own ftudies, thought within herfelf, that
this ftranger, dull of apprehenfion, who,
notwithftanding all her advances and en-
dearments, had deviated from the path of
her withes, would fall into the maze of
difappointment. ¢ What,” faid fhe,
¢¢ therefore can I do, that he may not
¢ defeat his own views?”’ Remedilefs,
dhe, from policy, cfteeming reproof ne-
ceflary, having afflumed a frowning look,
exclaimed, ¢¢ Ah! thou devoid of vir-
“ tue, forgetful of God, what vice and
¢ wickednefs is this, that though I
“ confole thee with tendernefs and love,
¢¢ like my own children, and have called
¢ thee my fifter’s fon, who ought to be as
 my own; yet thou wouldft by force
“ and violence ftain the fkirt of my pu-
% rity with the fin of error, and:thus

« fixeft
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s fixeft op my collar, at the inftigation
« of the devil and from the bent of thy
¢« own evil mind, the hand of importu-
¢ nity.” She then loudly cried out,
« My houfemates, haflen to my relief,
* for in the hands of this youth I am
¢ cruelly tormented.

The women from every quarter ruth-
ed into the apartment ; upon which the
bramin, salarmed at fuch an artifice,
fainted away with apprehenfion. The
lady inftantly overfetting a dith of riced
milk, which fhe had prepared by way
of refeefhment, thed it on the ground,
and faid, “ O my fifters, this youth,
¢ who is my nephew, and who after an
¢ age of abfence has arrived here, was
¢ drinking fome riced milk, when all
« at onte a chill firuck his heart, and
* he fainted, fo that I know not what
* may be the confequence, or how he
¢« can be revived.” Having faid this,
fhe fhed tears. The ladies brought

D2 warm
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warm medicines, comforted her, and
took leave.

The bramin now opened his eyes,
and faid to himfelf, ¢ I have pafied
¢ through an intricatc maze, and efca~
¢ ped from a great danger.” The for-
cery-practifing woman exclaimed, « O
“ thou inexperienced man, calamity
“ hung over thee, but it has paffed
“ away. Speedily now, therefore, place
‘¢ the hcad of obedience on the line of
“ my commands, and vary not from
¢ what I have ordered, or this time thou
“ fhalt not fave thy head, but wijlt be-
“ come involved in a life-deftroying
¢ danger.” ‘The bramin when (except
through compliance and fubmiffion to
fuch an artful jade) he faw no way to
fafety, remedilefs, gave up himfelf to
refignation, and placed his neck under
the orders of deftiny. The woman then
faid, «“ Ah! thou dead-hearted creature,
< this is one focion of the Tirres Bede,

% in



Cit. 12. GARDEX OF KNOWLEDGE. §3
« in which I have inflru@ed thee; be
“ cautious that thou crreft not again;
. but, regarding any way that I fhall
‘ dire@ thee as the path of thy withes,
“ eagerly purfue it.”

VERSE.

With wins the Sejjaddeh’ flasn, of the
Perc.mughaun® commands thee for the tras
weller cannot be ignorant of the modes and
cuftoms of halumg-places.

On a journey, whatever comes to the pil
grim’s hand 15 clean.

When the Moogh® of the fun arofe

from the temple of the cat, the amply-
D 3 wiled

* A fmall carpet or mas, which every Mufful.
maon fhould keep from pollupion to fay hus prayers
ugon,

+ Sir Wizeiam Jonrs, in his gquotation of thls
verfe, tranflates it ¢ Matler of the Fealt P but it cerw
tainly means the head of s convent. Probably
in the time of Hafiz, wine was chufly fold by
Greek Monks in the Muffulmann territorics,

t Prieft or Monk.
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wiled dame difmiffed the bramin, that
he might repair to the draw-well ; and
the alfo, according to ufual cuftom, took a
pot to fetch water, and acquainted her
aflociates, who were aflembled at the
fpot, of the occurrences of the evening,

LESSON
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LESSON 1.

ANOTHER of the five ladies being
now charged with the bramin’s tuition,
condu®ed him to her houfe, and faid
to her hufband, ¢ To-day the wife of
“ a certain green-grocer having in a
‘* company of city ladies praifed her
“ hufband, faid, ¢ Although his good
* qualities are beyond the reach of cal-
* culation, and his accomplifhments ex-
« ceed the power of relation ; yet one
¢ of his unrivalled feats is this — He

D 4 “ milks
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“ milks a cow with his eyes blindfolded,
¢ and does not fhed a drop from the
o weflel.’ I could not contain myfelf,
« and faid, ¢ This is not a matter wor-
« thy of praife, or fuch boafting, for
“ my hufband alfo, in a much fuperior
* way, can perform this feat.” The
¢ green-grocer’s wife denied my affer-
“ tion, and I grew warm in repetition
“ of it; till at length a wager was laid
¢ between us. I am now juft come home
and this young man is the arbitrator.
I truft, that this inftant, in his im-
partial prefence, according to the
“ abovementioned mode, thou wilt milk
$¢ thecow, and not make me ridiculous
in the eyes of my townfwomen.,”

£
«

[14

&t

The perfe@tly wifc hufband exclaim-
td, ¢ This is no difficult matter, for
* which thou haft admitted all this
¢ mnxiety into thy mind. Surely, my
« ghilities cannot be inferior in this
“ bufinefs to thofe of a green-grocer,

2 palry
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< g paltry feller of herbs, that I fhould
t¢ pérmit thy humiliation before women
« of the fame caft and rank.” The
deceitful woman, upon this, exulted like
the rofe from the weftern gale, and in
an inftant blindfolding the eyes of her
inwardly blind hufband, guve into his
hands =2 veflel, and tying = cord about
the feet of the cow, made her fland
before him. She then beckoned to the
bramin, who quickly advanced, and
fiudied the fecond fection of the Tirrea
Bede..

When fhe had finithed her inftruc-
tions, fhe untied the band from her
hufband’s eyes, kifled his hands, and
fignified joy and fatisfaction beyond mea-
fure. The hufband was ftill more re-
joiced, that he had executed fuch a
difficult affair blindfolded. The cunning
wife exclaimed to the bramin, “ Now
« thou haft beheld the clevernefs of
s¢ my hufband :”* and the conceited

dotard



60 BARAR-DANUSH ; OR, CH. 12,

dotard, from pride in his own wifdom,
{milingly lent an ear to his own praifes,
and requefted impartiality of the arbi-
trator. From excefs of delight, he fwell-
ed within his veft, nay, could fearcely
be contained within it. To make thort
of the ftory, the fafcinating woman
difmiffed the arbitrating bramin,

The following morning, when the
golden-zinarred * bramin of the heavens
arofe from the temple of the eaft, the
five women attended at the draw-well,
and the pure-vefted lady, having related
to them her firatagems and fuccefsful
artifices, became the obje® of praife.

% A firing worn by bramins over the fhoulder,
» 8 badge of their caft,

LESSON
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LESSON Il

ON the third day, one of the five
dames, who by her wiles would have
drawn his claws from the devil, having
been entrufted with the care of the
bramin, took him with her, and having
placed him in a lodging, went to her
own houfe; where, after a thort interval,
the feigned to have an excruciating pain
in her flomach, and faid, ‘¢ Shortly the
¢ bird of my foul will quit its elemental
¢ cage. I know not whether difagres-
* ing food hath excited wind, or during
 my eating fome evil eye hath made

(24 an
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« an impreffion ;¥ but fomehow I am
¢« weaty of life.”” Unremittingly, from
deceit, rubbing her hands over her fto-
mach, the twifted her nofe awry, and
changed countenance. The hufband,
who truly loved her, was much alarmed ;
and, being at a lofs for a remedy, faid,
¢ For an inftant lay hold on the firong
¢ cord of patience, while I go to the
¢ hofpital, and procure a medicine from
¢ the phyfician.” The cunning dame
replied, “ Do not go away, for thy
« prefence is a2 comfort to my heart;
¢ but place a curtain * between us, that
« J may fend for a female neighbour,
“ who in this comphint has perfe&
“ &ill.” The huband immediately
prepared the curtain, and fitting on the
outfide, employed himfklf in prayers for
the recovery of his wife, who fent word

to

¥ “The orientals huve = fuperflitious ideg that the
eyt of am cm jous perfon oceafions diforders.

® It iscomman in India to hang x thick clath or
custadn acrofs a room, if the mafler of the houfe
remaing, when the wife is vifited by fomales.
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to the bramin, that covering himfelf
with a Jong veil, he fhould enter as a
woman.

The bramin, now without dread,
fpeedily entered, and in a proper man-
ner (phyfician like) engaged in pre-
feribing  for her complaints ;  which
having relieved, he retired to his lodging
with the bleflings of the hufband. The
wife, at eafe, fang forth the praifes of
ber good neighbour, and vowed grati-
tude to her, before her hufband; who
alfo joined with her in the proper
thankfgivings. Next day, fhe repaired
with the bramin to the well, and in-
formed her companions of her adven-
ture.

LESSON
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LESSON 1V.

Tux fourth lady, through dread of
the arrow of whofe cunning the warrior
of the fifth heaven?’ trembled in the
fky, like the reed, having beftowed her
attention on the pilgrim bramin, dif-
patched him to an orchard ; and having
gone home, faid to her wife hufband,
¢ ] have heard that in the orchard of
“ 2 certain hufbandman, there is a date
¢ tree, the fruit of which 1s of remark-
¢ gbly fine flavaur ; but whatis yet {tran~
¢ ger, whoever afcends it, fees many
¢ wonderful objetts. If to-day, going
*¢ to vifit this orchard, we gather dates
* from this tree, and alfo fee the won-

[ dzr
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¢ ders of it, it will not be unproducive
¢ of amufement.”” In fhort, fhe fo
wotked upon her hufband with flatter-
ing fpeeches and careffes, that nolens
volens he went to the orchard, and at
the infligation of his wife, afcended
the tree. At this inftant the beckoned
to the bramin, who was previoufly
feated, expeQantly, in a corner of the
garden,

The hufband, from the top of the
tree, beholding what was not fit to be
feen, exclaimed in extreme rage, ¢ Ah!
< thou thamelefs Ruffian-born * wretch,
¢ what abominable a&ion is this? "
The wife making not the lealt anfwer,
the flames of anger feized the mind of
the man, and he began to defcend from
the tree; when the bramin with adi-

vity

* The Afiatics have & very contemptible opinion
of the Ruffians, efpecially of the females, whom
they believe to be void of common modefty. Our

exrly European voyagers have cxprefled the fame
ides.
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vity and fpeed having hurried over the
fourth fection of the Tirres Bede, went
his way.

VLRSE.

The road to repofe s ihat of adlivity and
quicknefs.

The wife, during her bufband’s de-
fcent from the tree havifig arranged her
plan, faid, « Surely, man, frenzy muit
« have deprived thy brain of the fumes
“ of fenfe, that having foolifhly fer up
fuch a cry, and not reflecting upon
“ thy own difgrace, (for here, except-
ing thyfelf, what male is prefent?)
« thou wou'dft fix 2pon me the charge
“ of infidelity ? ©*  The hufband, when
he faw no perfon near, was aftonithed,
and faid to himfelf,  Certainly, this
¢ vifion muit have been miraculous.”

The completely artful wife, from
the hefitation of her hufband, guefied
the
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the ciufe; and impudently began o
abufe him. Then inftantly tying her
veft round her waift, fhe afcended the
tree.  When the had reached the top-
moft branch, fhe fuddenly cried out,
¢ O thou fhamelefs man, what abofi-
“ nable a®ion is this! If thy evil ftar
* hath led thee from the path of virtue,
¢ furely thon mighteft have in fecret
« ventured upon it.  Doubtlefs to pull
¢ down the curtsin of modefty from
¢ thy eyes, and with fuch impudence to
¢ commit fuch a wicked deed, is the
¢ yery extreme of debauchery.'’

The hufband replied, ¢« Woman, do
« ot thus ridicuoufly cry out, but be
s« filent; for fuch is the property of
¢ this tree, that whoever afcends it,
o f{ees man or women below in fuch
¢¢ fituations.” The cunning wife now
came down, and faid to her hufband,
¢ What a charming garden and amufing
s fpot is thic! where one can ‘gather

voL. 1, £ ¢ fruit,
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“ fruit, and at the fame time behold the
« wonders of the world.” The huf-
band replied, ¢ Deftruction feize the
« wonders which falfely accufe man of
¢ abomination!”” In fhort, the de-
vilith wife, notwithftanding the impu-
dence of fuch an a&ion, efcaped fafely
to her houfe ; and the next day, accord-
ing to cuftom, attending at the well,
introduced the bramin to the ladies, and
infofmed them of her worthy contri-
vance.*

* The reader will doubtlefs recolleft the refemb.
lance which the plot of this leflon bears to Pope’s
January and May, and to onc of Fontaine’s tales,
Einaiut Oolla acknowledges his having borrowed it
from the bramins, from whom it may have travelled
through fome voyager to Europe many centuries
paft, or probably having been tranflated into Arabic
or Perfian, been broughit by fome crufader, as were
many Afiatic romances, which have ferved a5 the
ground work of many of our old flories and poems.

LESSON
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LESSON V.,

THB fifth lady, (from whofe cun-
ning, the devil would own there was no
efcaping) of this affembly of frail ones,
having inftruéted the Bramin in fome
magical terms, went to her houfe ; where
having feigned madnefs, fhe began to
talk at random. The bramin, agree.
gbly to her inftruitions, taking a book
under his arm, foon appeared at the
gate of the houfe, and faid; < [am a
* moft wifc philofopher and fkilful

€2 ¢ phyfician,
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¢« phyfician, and can cure all illnefles
¢ that afflict the human frame, in the
* moft fpeedy manner.”” The hufband
being informed, condu@ed the phyfi-
cian within; and having complimented
him with the utmoft refpe@, placed him
in the feat of honour, and fhewed him
the patient. The learned phyfician hav-
ing moft artfully felt the pulfe of the
chafte dame, faid} ¢ This woman is free
¢ from bodily ills; but a powerful evil
“ {pirit hath taken poficflion of her, fo
¢ that I know not whether the unhappy
“ fufferer can efcape with life from his
“ hands.”

The lady’s relations, inftantly burft-
ing out into entreaty, hung upon his veft,
and faid, ¢ O noble fir, this difficulty
“ may be overcome by thy gracious
“ favour; for God’s fake have pity,
“ and do not at once plunge us into
“ defpair.”  The phyfician replied,
¢ Though it is long fince I have left off

 fuch
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“ fuch fludies as this, and therefore do
* not defile myfelf with mercenary
“ views; yet compaffion for the youth
« of this woman, and your diftrefs,
¢ overcome me, fo that I will attempe
* her recovery.’

IHe then commanded that thev thould
fweep and cleanfe the houfe, throw
ambergris into the fire, and fpread the
floor with flowers.  The emment phy-
fician then afcended the mufnud of learn-
ing, and having fet fire to fome per-
fumes with paper, applied the fmoke to
her nofe, and uttered fome magical
fpeeches.  The evil fpirit (the woman)
now all at once exclaimed, ¢ Ignorant
“ wretch, take not vainly trouble upon
“ thyfelf, for I cannot conceive how
“ fuch a clum{y bird as thou wilt reach
¢ the battlement of the fky. They
“ call me Kirnaus; an hundred thou-
* fand genii are under my command,
““ who dare not move an hair’s breadth

£} « from
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« from the boundary of my authority.
« ] have made many coxcombs like thee
« quaff the fherbet of death. Have
*« compaflion then on thy own precious
« life, and efcape whillt thou haft a
< foot to carry thee, or I will order my
« forces to deftroy thee.”

krom hearing thefe expreffions, a
trembling feized all prefent; but the
phyfican fad, < I am not fuch z one
« ay thou haft fuppofed , give not thyfelf
“ up to vain conceits; if thy future
“ fafety is defireable, inftantly releafe
¢ this innocent woman, or I will confine
“ thee in a bottle,* and burn thee in
¢ the fire with a thoufand tortures.'’
In fhort, much of this fort of altercation
pafled between the phyfician and the

evi)

-

® The Afiatics beheve, that by abflinence and par.
ticular prayers, evil fpirits niay be reduced to ohe.
dience and confined in phials; as was the Spanifs

Devil upon Two Sticks, who doubtlefs came from
Arabia,
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evil {pirit, till at length the do&or, for
that day withholding his hand, arofc and
faid ; ¢ This is a difficult cafe and a dread-
 ful calamity ; I muft undergo great
¢ mortifications and much trouble to
¢ mafterit.”” The relations of the woman
fell at his feet, and faid, ¢ With fach
« compaflionate behaviour and import-
“ ant favour, thou wilt make us all
« thy willing flaves. Do as is proper
“ for this unhappy woman.”” The
phyfician, having comforted them, took
leave.

On the following morning, when
the golden egg of the fky appeared from
the womb of the horizon, the perfectly-
fkitled phyfician, having coloured over
fome pigeon’s eggs with faffron, and
put part of the blood of a white duck
into an carthen pot, came to the houfe,
and ordered it to be placed, covered up,
over a fire, whilc the houfchold formed
a ring at a diftance round the woman.

£ 4 When
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When the pot boiled, the wife cried out,
¢ I burn, I bum, for God’s fake forgive
“ me, and again I will never attack
¢« this woman,” Upon which the phy-
fician faid, ¢ If thou wilt promife
¢ and fwear, I will forgive thee.”

The woman now whifpered a new
device into the do&or’s ear, who com-
manded, that having taken the pot from
the fire, they fhould bury itin the earth;
upon which the fpirit (the woman) ex-
clamed, ¢ Now purform the religious
“ ceremomes, array me in new and
¢ delicate cloathing; perfume me with
 coftly effences, and, having placed
“ me and the phyfician in a mobhaffa,*
« throw over it an embroidered cover-
¢ ing. Then call in the moft melodious

““ fingers

¢ A clofe Ltter, ufed chiefly by women, and
covered ofien wuh velvet, broad cloth, or filk
nichly embroidered with golu und filver, fome-
umes intermixcd with peard and precious flones,
The {rame a'(o 1s tametimes of filver thickly plated
over the wood, but always beacufully Jacguersd.
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¢ fingers and muficians, and let four
 perfons lifting the mohaffa on their
<« fhoulders, carrv us four times round
«¢ the court of my houfe.”

The phyfician faid, ¢ Such ftate as
« this belongs only to royalty; thefe
“ noor people cannot accomplith 1, fo
« give up fuch impoflible ceremonies,
« and make the bufinefs more eafy.”
The fpirit replied, «“ Dogor, thou well
¢ knoweft, the plan of every perfon is
¢ according to his genius.”

When altercation had pafled all
bounds, the wife's friends effeéted the
neceffary preparations, and the phy-
fician entering the mohaffa, was enfnared
in the lady’s dark trefles, each hair of
which was fit for a ranfom for the mutk-
bags of China, and moved his lips as if
in prayers, while the hufband and others
his relations lifted the vehicle on their
fhoulders, The do&or then let down

the
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the curtains round the mohaffa; the
bearers of the machine marched round
the courts, as dire@ted; while the mufici-
ans and fingers followed them perform-
ing a concert.

The doctor at length lifting up the
curtains, commanded them to fet down
the carriage.  The artful wife, who was
herfelf the contriver of this bufinefs,
now ftretching her eyes, gazed around,
as if aftonithed, and with a modeft voice
exclaimed, ‘¢ What means this fenfe-
« confounding affembly ? and why am I
¢ in this mohaffa?”’ All with one voice,
but moft loudly the hufband, cried out,
« Allis for thee,” and related particu-
lars.  The cunning wife, when fhe had
lent an ear to their ftory from beginning
to end, pretending ignorance, fgid,
« Gracious heaven ! [ know nothing of
¢ the bufines.” In fhort, the virtu-
ous phyfician, having been rewarded
with a fum of money and effeds for his

fervices,
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fervices, was difmiffed with an hundred
compliments.

ot ———

The following day, when the bride of
the fky arofe from the mohaffa of the

zaft,

+ The belief of pafleffion by esil fpirite all
prevails in India. 1 once faw a perfon faid t
be pofleficd; and ic may not be unsmufing to
she seader to know the circumflances.

One afternoon, J was awakened from my nap
by a Joud cry ot Bhoot hi, Bhoot hi, {the evil
fpirit 1s herc) from all my fervants, 1 oefc my
room, and faw outfide the court the fweeper,
a female, teanng her bawr, her eyes rolling,
foaming at the mouth, and running wildly about,
exclaming, “ I will defiroy you all.” I fup.
pofed her 1o be in a convulfion fir, or fuddenly
feiagd with madnzfs. 1 ordered her w0 be brough
jnto the howfe; bot on the fervants and myfelf
sttempring to feize her, the jumped into the
midlt of a thorny buth, und was much feratch.
ed, but feemed infenfble to pain, At length
we brought ber into the houfe, where I had her

held
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eaft, the artful lady condutted the
bramin to the well, and related to her
companions the wonderful adventure;

on

held down, beat pretty fmanly with my hands
the foles of her feet and palms of her hands,
spplied Ean de Luce and burnt feathers to her
nofe, but without effe®, The fpirit full ex-
clamed, * 1 will deftroy you sll”

My Moonthi (Perfian tutor) now begged leave
to try his fkill. He began by akking the fpurt
sts vame ? It rephed, ¢ My name is Pere
¢ Khan; 1 was kiled 1p bauke on this fpot,
¢ and my tomb, which flands near this houfe,
¢ has been polluted. unlefs you kil a cock
“ over it, erefl a pole, and light every night
* a lamp, and repeat a fateah, (a prayer, being
“ the hrit chaprer of the Koraum) 1 will de-
¢ firoy you all

The Moonfhi gravely from:fcd to comoly with
this demand, when the® poflefitd funk for a few
moments into & fiate of Rupor; then opening
her eyes, faintly afked, (for the was much ex-
haufted) what had been the motter, and why
the was fcraiched, &c. We informed her,
and 1 accufed ber of impofiion; but fhe af-

firmed
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on which they applauded, and allowed
her fuperiority in the myfteries of the
Tirrea Bede over themfelves.  The five
ladies, who might be reckoned the five
fenfes of cunning, now difmiffed the bra-
min, and faid,  Thou haft now attained
¢ a full knowledge of the Tirrea Bede,
« its depths and difficulties; alfo, how
¢ well inftructed thy chafte wife 15 in
« the fcience, and for what fhe has made
¢« thee a wanderer in the road of
“ pilgrimage.”

The

firmed fhe was ignorant of what bad paffed. It
was in vain that § remonfirated with the Moon.
thi, &c. What the fpirit had direfled was per.
formed,

I muft remark, that a baule had bheen fought
on the fpot, which was necar the provincial
capital of Midnapore, Where was alfo a tomb,
us the poflefled defcribed, near my cook.room.
It was a lopefome fituation, and farounded by
a wood. I fufpecled that it was a trick of the
fervants 10 make me move to quarters they
liked better. The fpirit, however, never plagaed
us sgain aficr is requelt was  complied with,
One and all denied any anifice in the bufinels,
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The bramin, full of obligation for
their kindnefs, haftened homewards in
all anger and rage, twifting his whitkers
in paffion. Ina fhort time he finithed
his journey; but on his arrival, not
fhewing the leaft attention to his wife,
the guileful dame, from her penetrating
judgment, guefled what was the caufe
of his looking fo furioufly. For the
prefent, at the infligation of policy, fhe
lengthened the ftring of her newly-taught
bird, and fubmitted her neck to whatever
he ordered, like an humble flave.

When the fun as a bridegroom re-
tired to the chamber of the weft, the
wife’s gallant, having heard of her huf~
band’s return, fent her the following
meflage.

“ The ﬁm:t:x-it;:rywz of regard, and truth

‘“ of thy affection and attachment to me,
‘ can only be proved by this, viz. that
‘¢ to-night thou gladden the forrowful
¢ cell
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cell of thy ardent lover by thy pre-
fence, and give light to the eyes of
the expedant with the rays of thy
beauty. Come foen, and be the life-
confoler of my mournful heart.”

The wife replied, « Although my
heart, like a mifer eager for the trea-
fures of Karoon,® is anxious for the
felicity of thy foul-delighting enjoy-~
ment ; yet, as the unfavourable volu-
tions of the fky are never in the fame
pofition, to-night, the attainment of
the happinefs of the glorious prefence
is impoflible. Vexed as | am at
my involuntary fault, yet I truft in
thy kindnefs to cover it with the man-
tle of forgivenefs, and for this one
night to fubmit to the difappoint-

ment."”
The

¢ A mifer mentioned in the Korsun, asbeing

fwallowed up by the casth wich his hoards, Sup-
pofed to be the fame as Dathan, &c. recorded 1
{eripure,
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The gullant would on no account
accept of this excufe; but, faftening the
“hand of importunity on her fkirts, faid,
¢ The cafe is, that without thee I value
“ not life, and the bird of my foul is
¢« tortured on the fire of love; fo that
¢ thouldft thou to-night difappoint me
s« of thy company, I will plunge a dagger
“ into my breaft, tear out that heart
¢ over which I have no power, for it is
¢ thine, and at once obtain an eternal
¢ feparation.”

The wife, as fhe dearly valued the
repofe of her lover, remedilefs, confent-
ed; and when her hufband was afleep,
leaving her confidant to fupply her place
by his fide, after putting out the lamp,
went to her paramour. The bramin,
after fome time waking, felt an inclina-
tion to make it up with his wife; and
getting the better of his refentment,
having with kindnefs and foftnefs fpoke
fome foothing words, expe@ed that fhe

would
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would return his fondnefs by fuitable
expreflions, This, however, did not
happen, as the confidant, fearing the
difclofure of the ftratagem, and the
breaking of the ftitches of her work,
fpoke not 2 word. The bramin again,
out of endearment, faid, ¢ Thou haft
< always hitherto been lavith of fmiles
*¢ and inviting blandifhments, and wert
« wont to behave with unreferve, and to
*¢ fafcinate me by thy foul-delighting
« fpeeches. How is it that to-night
¢ thou uttereft not a word, and wilt not
« make harmonious the nightingale of
‘ thy melodious voice? Where are thy
¢« graces fled, and where thy wit "’

The woman, as it was not politic for
her to fpeak, continued filent; upon
which the bramin, whofe heart had been
already feored like the tulip, with anger
at the unbecoming behaviour of his wife,
and was tormented now afreth at her
fuppofed fullennefs, loft all patience.

voL. I1. ¥ Rifing
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Rifing up in great fury, he fnatched a
fharp knife, and without delay cleared
the page of the face of his wife’s deputy
of the charaer of her nofe. The
unfortunate confidant became thus diftin-
guifhed in reward of her fidelity, and, in
return for fuch life-refignation and fes-
vices to her principal, found exaltation
and fuch high honour. True it is, that
every good a&ion hasa recompenfe, and
every evil deed a punithment. However,
as fhe felt that fhe had fully performed
her duty, and clearly evinced her genius
and fortitude, the courageoufly held her
peace, and bound her face up in her

veil.

The bramin again went to fleep, and
towards the clofe of night, his wife re-
turning from herslover, afked her repre-
fentative what had pafied; who replied,
¢ Alas! my nofe has been facrificed to.
¢ thy friendthip.”’ The artful woman
having difiniffed her haftily, and deferred

apo-
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apologies for the jaccident to another
time, retired intoi corner, and began
thus, in a whining tone, to pray. < O
¢ thou, to whom all fecrets are known,
¢ and to whom in the darknefs of
“ night the adions of everv onc are
4 clear as in the light of day, if thou
¢« knoweft that the fkirt of my condition
¢ is clear of the filth of error, and that
¢ my foot hath never ftrayed into the
¢ path of fin, then favour me with com-
¢« paffion, and deliver me from this dif-
< graceful injury. O thou beholder of
¢ all things, reftore my nofc.” After
fome paufe, raifing her head from the
ground of lamentation, fhe rendered
melodious the nightingale of her voice
with the following ftrains.

YERAZ.

Though every fingle hasr gf mine was a
songue, and I fhould uster with each flanzas
in thy praife, I could ot firing the pearls of

F2 thy
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thy merised thankigiving, or exprefs the
JmalleR pars of thy obligations upon me.

The bramin now awoke ; and when
he heard the prayers and thankigiving-
effufions of his wife at the throne of the
difpenfer of events, inftantly arofe, and
brought a lamp that he might behold
her face, and fee whether her nofe proved
the truth of her words, or not. He
found it on examination unhurt, became
overwhelmed in the mazes of aftonith-
ment, and athamed of his evil aftion.
He now bent his neck under the load of
regret, began to beg pardon, falling
down at the feet of his chafte wife, whofe
miraculous purity he adored with reve-
rence; fo that now regarding her as
worthy of confidence, the model of vir-
tue, and pattern of good adions, he in
future freed her from the reins of his
controul,

f The circumftance of a confidant’s lofing her
nofe I remember to have met with in fome old

Englifh
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Eaglith tale, but the book I do not recollet. Dow
in his paraphrafe of the Tirrea Bede, has departed
very wide from the original, and inferted a fixth
leflon, (that of the fwing) which is not in the
Balwr.danoth. It was my defign, on reading over
my tranflation of thus chapter, o have omiteed it
sltogether, as the deicriptions of intrigue fcemed too
free; but, on revifal, I judged it might be rendered
sdmiffable by firiking out a very few fentences.
‘This has becu done.

The Tirrea Bede was probably originally writ.
ten by fome Hindoo of inferior cat, 21 a fatire on
the Bramins; and I was informed, that the stking
one of thole privileged and facred perfonages if be
has fludied the Afth bede, 1 ofien done by wicked
wits, when they find lam ignorant and infolendly
proad of his hugh catt,

F 3 CHAP
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CHAP. XII.

et ———

CONTINUATION OF

The Hiflory of fehaundar.

WHEN the publithers of fcandal
on women, and the expofers of female
dithonour, had exercifed the fteed of nar-
ration on the courfe of prolixity; the
well-withers of the ftate and friends to
the empire, who had the pages of their
hearts imprefled with the charaders
of loyalty, and the tablets of their
foreheads graced by the proftrations of
fidelity ; fuppofing that the arrow of con-

trivance
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trivance might have reached the target
of completion; went into the prefence
of Jehaundar Sultaun, to examine his
flate of mind: Anew they expanded
the portals of advice, and fhedding the
valuable jems of remonitrance on his
lap, faid:

“ O high born prince, notwithftand-
¢ ing fome particulars of the evil na-
¢ ture and innate crookednefs of wamen
¢ have been explained to thy enlightened
« mind; how limentable is i, that a
«“ fovereign of fublime knowledge, of
«« perfect wifdom, and profound under-
“ ftanding, {uch as thou art,—{the fame
« of whofe glory his gone from one
¢« extremity of the globe to the other,
‘ and from the dread of whofc world-
¢ fubduing fabre the fovereigns of the
“« carth tremble like the reed j—becont-
“ ing diftreffed by love for woman, from
¢ whofe nature nothing can be expedted
“ but treachery and deceit, fhould be

F 4 « figmatized
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*« fligmatized throughout the habitsble
“* regions, for low genius, fenfibility of
* mind, and weaknefs of intelle& |

The prince, as he was intoxicated by
the prudence-confuming wine of love,
and overcome by the fumes of the world-
inflaming beauty, gave no attention to
the admonitions of the wife, nor admit-
ted, as of any weight on the fcales of
his mind, the clear jems of advice, or
the princely pearls of remonftrance. On
the tablet of his mind the fourifhes of
caution made no impreflion, and the
afpirations of the charmers® had no
effe@t; but remonfirance and reproof
rather proved the caufe of increafe to
his love, and addition to his paffion.

VEKRSE.

Love accords not with the cell of repofe.
To 14, pleafing is feandal and the path of
reproof.
From

% The pretended conjurors of Afia, by breathing
upon a paticot, sfcdt the power of curing all maladies,
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Fremreproof, the pangs of love begin afvefd,

From publitity, love becomes more violens,

Reproof is the magifivate of the bazar of
love s

Reproof is the pelifher of the ruft of lpve.

Remedilefs, the counfellors and advi-
fers, having drawn the ftroke of confefled
inability over the pages of their fubject,
withdrew their hands from endeavour.
The ftate of affuairs, through the attend-
ants at the feet of the throne of royalty,
and the informed of the fecrets of em-
pire, reached the audience of the king;
when the moft fkilful phyficians being
appointed, ftrove all in their power to
cafe the forrows of the prince’s mind,
according to the rules of fcience and
medical art. Their attempts, however,
met no fucce(s, nor was any advantage
obtained. True it is, that in every
heart where the heaven-exalted fovereign
of love hath taken up his abode, and,
waving the fky-meafuring ftandards of

pafiion,
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paffion, hath founded the drum of mad-
nefs through the four regions of ele-
mental compofition, wifdom has no
predominance. From the prefence of the
guardian of prudence what can enfue, but
that he fhould fall into the deluge of
infult, and be difcomfited before the
champions and world-deftroying forces
of the field of calamity ? Surely, love is
a flormy occan, and wifdom only as the
refiftance of chaff. Love is a. world-
deftroying tempeft, and wifdom the faint
glimmering of 2 lamp. The wound,
which from the envenomed fpear of
madnefs has become a gangrene, cannot
obtain healing from the falve-fpread lint
of tkill; nor can the fhrub which, che-
rithed by the fountain of love in the
heart, hath put forth the bloflom of
madnefs, be blighted by the autumnal
chili of prudence.

VERSE,

Love is as & thoufond flames in ardour
Wifdom only as a thoufand Jfbreds om water.
When
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Bhen the fires of dve are kindled,

They confume the wife man and his wifdom.

When love charges with his feel clad force,

He makes the gall of armour-vefied heroes
diffslve like waser.

Love is a defpotic fovereign of foversigns,
without the toil of war.

Lowve i3 the irrefifiible comgueror of princes,

He forms Ius camopy of mifery.

He rides upon a bood-fained fleed ;

He ornaments himfelf with the blood of twif-
dom 3

He adorns himfelf with the chains of madmefs.

When the king heard this relation
from the wife men of his court, the
capital of his heart became a prey to the
forces of defpondency and anguith; and
the flores of his mind were fcorched by
the life-deftroying lightning of forrow.
Having fummoned all the learned atten-
dant on the throne of empire to a feled
conference, he formed the affembly of
confultation, and afked a remedy for the

prince’s
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prince’s diforder ? All agreed, that to
attempt his recovery by advice or re-
monftrance, was like beating cold iron,
or meafuring air with the hand ; becaufe,
the affair having paflfed beyond the
power of controul, and the arrow of divine
will being fhot from the bow of decree,
it was impoffible to fruggle with deftiny,
oroppofe Providence. True itis, that
no hero has a fhicld againft the arrow of,
fate. It was therefore now advifeable
for his majefty, that he fhould plan how
the printe might gather the rofe-bud of
his defires in the garden of enjoyment,
and how the fhrub of his withes might
put forth the bloffloms of completion in
the grove of attainment ; in fhort, that
the father of Bherawir Banou might con-
fent to a union, and grant an alliance
between the rofe-tree of the garden of

beauty and the cyprefs of the margin of,
the river of royalty.

o
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When the well-wifhers of the throne
could point out no other remedy for the
healing of the prince’s heart, than the
enjoyment of Bherawir Banou, the king,
having deeply refle@ted on the affair,
enquired of his wife and faithful viziers
the means of accomplithing fuch a dif-
ficult bufinefs. They, after attaining the
happinefs of kifing the fteps of the im-
perial throne, according to the cuftom of
the fwimmers in the fea of ceremonials,
thus reprefented.

¢« It appears accordant with wifdom,

‘¢ and agreeable to policy, that a prudent
¢« ambaffador fhall haften to the prefence
“ of the father of the concealed within
¢ the fkreens of purity and honour,
¢ with prefents worthy of this ever-
¢ glorious ftate. Let him alfo carry
s¢ letters expreflive of regard, and foli-
* citous of connection. From his own
¢¢ policy-dire®ing underftanding, which
“ is the lamp to the path of attainment,
L1 aﬂd
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¢« and from the refledtions of his pro-
<« found judgment, let him, agreeably to
« the circumflances of time and the
¢ mode of his reception, introduce re-
“ marks intimating the obje@ of defire
¢ with eloquence and grace, fo that any-
¢ how the pearl of defire may be ftrung
¢ on the thread of enjoyment, and he

“ may get the clue of attainment into
¢ his hands.”

The king, thinking the wife opinion
of his faithful minifters moft approve-
able, commanded his Mercury-penned fe-
cretary and light-difplaying amanuenfis,
that he thould in clegant language and
graceful ftile draw upon the thread of
narration the precious gems of rhetoric,
and the coftly pearls of expreffion of his
wifhes : and that he thould give free rein
to the zephyr-fleeted fleed of the pen in
the plain of oratory and elegant compofi-
tion. The magic-compofing feribe, ac-
cording to the orders of the fortunate

king,
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king, having with the adornment of his
fancy given new force to the night-hued
trefles of expreflion, introduced his beau-
ty on the perfumed expanfe of the page,
and thus made melodious the eloquent
nightingale of his pen on the jafmine
fhrub of delivery.

THE LETTER.

¢ After offering up praife and thank{-
giving to the Lternal, creator of the
world, in attempting to delincate whofe
attributes, the pen, from inability, be-
comes divided, and loud thanks to the
Chief of the Miffionarics, * in the wide
expanfe of whofe praife, eloquence is
abafhed at its own want of expreffion;
and next, having waved an offering of
the flowers of gratulation and bleflings
nurtured by the water and air of friend-
thip

* Mahommud.
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fhip and union, and bloflomed in the
garden of alliance and mutual intereft
over the court of the divine affembly
of the monarch in glory, like Feerdoon
and Kie Khoofroo (of fortunate afpedt,
adorner of the throne of empire and
good fortune, giver of {plendour to the
crown of royalty and dominion, gracer
of the aflembly of magnificence and
command, exalter of the flandard of
conqueft and victory, ftrength of thearm
of power and profperity, gnomon of the
aftrolabe of dignity and command, index
of the volumes of exaltation, flourifher
of the ediés of truth, monarch of power-
ful ftar, victorious in war, chief fhrub
in this emerald-coloured garden) giving
reins to the fwift courfer of the pen of
friendfhip in the plain of explanation, it
becomes reprefented. !

¢ Although

t In Afigtic epiftles, epithets fimilar to thofe
marked by parenthefes, as above, fometimes £ll a
whole page of & complimentary letter, before you
come to the conclufion of the opening fentence,

The
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¢« Although during fo long an inter-
val, ‘secording to the modes and cuftoms
of the reverencers of mere appearance,
correfpondence by letters or ambaffadors,
which is 2 mean of imprefling the cha-
racters of friendfhip and agreerent, and
a medium of binding the knot of fincerity
and alliance, hath not taken place out-
wardly between us ; yet internally, which
well-informed minds alone regard as the
foundation of a&ion, the rules of truth
and fincerity, and the fundamentals of
friendfhip and regard have been obferved
in the moft perfe@@ manner. Our auguft
mind has been wholly bent on the bloffom-
ing of the buds of kindly intercourfe, and
the expanfion of the flowers of friendly
connedtion. Our liberal attention has
been uniformly directed to that eftablith-
ment of f{incere union and confirmation
of true alliance, which forms a conge-
voL. 11. G niality

The fame nonfenfical invalution oocurs in all the royal
edifls, patents of pobihity, and flate epillies of the
orientld world, and, in the larter their omiflion
would be regarded 20 an high affront.



100 BARAR-DANUSH ; OR, ©H.13.

niality of fouls and internal agreement,
which the acqusinted with the nature
of truth and informed in facred myfteries,
call friendfhip ; and than which, in both
worlds, a nobler conne&ion cannot exiit.
Doubtlefs, fimilar ideas muft have been
refleGted on the mirror of the enlightened
mind of your Majefty, exalted as the
heavens, and refplendent as the piciades,
whofe foul is the fource of the rays of
fincerity and kindnefs. However, as
our bufinefs is with the multitude, who
judging merely from appearances, have
noopinion of their own on reality; there-
fore the mind, venerating concord and
friendly to agreement, of this dependant
on the divine throne has become anxious,
that the regulation of the conneions of
alliance and unanimity, and the confir-
mation of our mutual friendfhip and
intimacy, may be made appear to
the inhabitants of the world, and the
extent of our fincere regard be known
as publicly as poflible by all ranks, in

order
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order that the high alliance between our
two auguft families may be preferved
until the diflolution of night and day,
and remain a rule of condu& to all fu-
ture glorious fovercigns.

¢ In confequence of the above im-
portant confiderations, the chief of a
noble family, famed for loyalty and attach-
ment, head of faithful fervants verfed in
fincerity, founder of the edifice of life-
refignation, fully acquainted with our
inmoft defigns, who, from his infancy
to the {eafon of youth, has been nourithed
under the fhade of our bounty and fa-
vour, and been educated in our auguft
prefence, which is the trying touchftone
of thegold of ability, has been difpatched
to the courtof your Majefty adorning the
throne of empire, in order that, without
the mediation of a fecond perfon, he
may reprefent the accounts of our
friendfhip and regard, as he was ho-
noured with them in our heaven-like

G2 court,
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court, and deliver a charge* which was
entrufted to his oral communication.

« There is hope, from the auguft
difpofition of that centre of the circle of
majefty and royalty, that, having tinged
the fingers of the bride of our requeft
with the Hinna ' of affent, they will give
with the friendly moifture of bounty
and kindnefs, lafting frefhnefs and bloom
to the garden of unanimity; that, hav-
ing cleared away the damp of eftrange-

ment

& Requefting the princefs in marriage.

! The leaves of a thrub, which bruifed is applied
to the palms of the hands, and dies them red. Itis
frequently ufed by all Afiarics ; and before marriage,
the application of it is made with particular cere«
monies both by the bride and bridegroom. Dr.
Ruflell, in his Hiftory of Aleppo, defcribes the
Jeaf, its preparation and mode of upplication. Itis
eftecmed not mesely ornamentsl, but medicinal :
and I have myiclf often experienced in India a moft
refrefhing coolnefs through the whole habit from sa
embrocation, or rather plafter, of Hinna, applied 1o
the foles of my feet, by prefcription of 3 native
phyficians The effet lafted for fome days.
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ment from the mirror of the heart with
the polith of benevolence and condefcen-
fion, they will render us bound by obli-
gation and pledged to gratitude. By
this means they will in this unftable
world beflow durability on the edifice of
friendthip, by a new fecunty and im-
proved conftruétion.

¢ To the adorners of the chief feats

in the affemblies of wifdom, and the ex-
plorers of the walks of the Garden of
Knowledge, whofe illumined minds are
as the mirrors refleéing truth, 1t is not
unknown that, on all the produétions of
creation, on the pages of formation,
and tablet of difcovery, a more approved
figure from the pencil of the depiétor of
divine decree, (which is the contriver of
all forms of exiftence,) has not been
pourtrayed, than Friendfhip, as moft
praife-worthy in all ranks of men. Now
as this conne@ion among the common
degrees of mankind is produdtive of a
G 3 thoufand
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thoufand benefits and advantages, it i
evident what good confequences muft
enfue from its confirmation between
heaven-exalted fovereigns and princes of
fublime rank, who are the prime of crea~
tion, and fele& productions of being, and
whom, after the prophets (to whom be
all refpe@) the divine creator has diftin~
guithed abave all created beings and

things.

¢ QOur reafon for defeanting on thefe
felicitous fubjects, and our objet in dif.
playing the above beneficial illuftrations,
is, that fhould any conceited fecretary,
ignorant of the rules of prudence, and
void of the treafure of wifdom, (whofe
fenfations have no feeling of the foul-
delighting perceptions of friendfhip, and
to whofe view the portals of truth hawe
never been expanded, but who efteems
being employed in fuch important affairs
a mean of difplaying his own abilities)
enter upon criticifm, and, vefting him-
felf
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felf apparently in the robes of loyalty,
to which in fa@ his difcourfe is inimi-
cad, reprefent the beautiful afpet of the
charmer of this important requeft, which
is the living Leila, ® acceptable to our
heart, contrary to truth —— Your Ma-
jefty may, not fuffering your gracious
mind to be difpleafed with fuch ignorance,
examine it with your own juft penctra-
tion and innate judgment, in the retired
chamber of your own pure mind, and
view it with impartial cye and truth-
defiring view ; fo that, in a proper man-
ner, the degree of her charms reaching
the place of difclofure, the fpecimen of
her world-pleafing beauty may afford
unbounded delight to your heart,

« It may have reached the hearing
of the refle@ted-upon by the rays of
your Majefty’s vicinity, that in a region
dependant upon the empire of your
friend, fome of the borderers (who for

G 4 generations

= The heruine of & Perfian love poem.
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generations had bowed their heads under
the line of fubmiffion, and who, like
the medial dot, removed not from the
circle of obedience and fubjection) at the
inftigation of fome fhortfighted leaders,
in whofe brains the fumes of pride and
vanity (which are the bafeft of human
imperfections) had arifen, having gone
aftray in the mazes of error and miftake,
had rifen in rebellion. Suppofing high
mountains and difficult pafies, almoft
inacceflible, their refuge and fhelter,
having extended the hands of *rapine on
the treafure and goods of the inhabitants
of the neighbouring cities, they rufhed
into the path of their own deftruction.

¢ As the care and protection of man-
kind, (the committed charge and truft of
the creater)and the punifhmentof fadtious
fchemers, was incumbent upon our au-
guft genius, We detached a powerful
army of our gallant foldiery, under the
command of one of our diffinguithed
generals
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generals, The divine aufpices, favour,
and bounty, have ever attended the
ftandard of our government, and the
gale of vi@ory and fuccefs hath con-
fantly waved the flags of our profpe-
rity. In a fhort time, the rebels became
fo trampled under the feer of our hoft-
defeating heroes, and cruthed by our
gallant forces, as to become examples
to other evil-minded wretches. The
ftrength of our heaven-fupported govern-
ment, and affurance of the divine affift-
ance to the ftandards of our auguft family,
made heartfelt impreffions on all mankind.
True it s, that whoever girds up the
loins of cnmuty in falfe pride, and rival-
fhip againft the chofen of the throne of
the Supreme and the exalted in the courts
of God, that fin becomes the deftruc-
tion of his hife, and he falls quickly, like
awrongly dirc@ed arrow, to the ground.

¢ At the inftigation of friendfhip and
regard, the above amicable fentences
have
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have been penned. If it is the divine will,
the connedtions of alliance will attain frefh
regulation, and the foundations of amity

new ftrength.

* We hope that your Majefty, who
adds fplendour to the afpe@ of royalty
and profperity, regarding the cuftoms
of friendfhip and union, will relate to
this dependant on the divine throne,
who is innately anxious for alliance, ac-
counts of your auguft welfare ; the intent
of your withes and high defigns; the
glory of your throne, public and private;
the modes of adminiftering juftice ; the
punithment of the leaders of fa&ion
and contention; alfo, an explanation of
the laws for fecurity of your empire, re-
ligious eftablithments, and profperity of
your fubjedts ; the extent of the rays of
your bounty to mankind, and of your
prote&ion to religion ; likewife, the vic-
tories and fucceffes which may have
attended you, and are the chief graces

of



CH. 13. GARDEN OF XNOWLIDGE, 109

of royalty and cmpire. Farther, the
light-footed fteed of the pen has not
found permiflion to proceed on the plain
of prolixity.

¢ May the Sun of Empire and Suc-
cefs, and the Luminary of the fplendour
and good fortune of your Majefty, fa-
voured by the divine court, continue
fhining in the fky of permanence and
firmament of eternity!”*

% The above epiitle feems o have been copled
from thofe of Akbar, written by the celebrated Ahon
Fuzzul, and is exadtly fuch an one as so emperor of
Hindooftan wounld fend to & brother potentateon &
fimilar occafion mn the prefent day. The tranflation
isas literal a5 poflible.

Of this letter, and the whole chapter, Dow has
given, what csnnot be called more thas a faint cuts
line of the original,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIV.

THE ambaffador, being difmiflfed
from the king’s prefence, became ardu-
ous in the path of travel; and, ufing
expedition in his journey, in a fhort time
obtained the honour of audience. Ac-
cording to the cuftoms of the verfed in
ceremonial, and the rules of the ac-
quainted with prudence, he prefented
the royal letter, with a prefent of valu-
ables and rarities ; and, after the proper
compliments, delivered his commiffion.

The
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The Sultan, when he was informed of
the purport of the requeft, reddened with
anger; his colour changed, and the
marks of difpleafure appeared upon his
countenance. He pufhed the hand of
refufal againft the breaft of the envoy,
and would not by any means comply
with his petition.

VERSE.

The arched bow of his eyebrows was cove
tralded;

From the fiercenefs of his look, the fpeaker
trembled.

So angrily he darted his eyes at the meffenger,

That ks bramn was confufed as ther ardent
glances.

‘The attendants on the carpet of prof-
perity, on obferving the change which
took place in their fovereign's manner,
were alarmed, and ftood mute as painted
figures ; while the ambaffador, turning
pale from excefs of mortification, bound

the
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the burden of hopeleffncfs on the camels
ddﬂfpﬂ&. Thevc.rydzyof his tmnh
(more uneafy to the unlucky envoy than
that of his death) a learned fecretary, by
order of the king, drew up a reply to
his mafter’s letter ; with which returning
towsrds his own country without the
obje& of his withes, he paced the road
of difappointment.

THE REPLY.

¢ After laud and thankfgivings to the
pure Eternal, and praife and reverence to
the Prophet—To the facred mind of the
adorner of the garden of royalty, (prefi-
dent in the affembly of empire, recliner
upon the cuthions of fovereignty, gracer
of the throne of dignity and power,
giver of {plendour to the crown and
throne,. introdu@ion to the volumes of
learning and knowledge, chief link in the
chzin
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chain of command, principal band of
the ties of dominion and heroifm)—Be it
known, that the garland of fincerity and
regard, namely, their epiftle perfumed
with friendthip, every word of which was
a8 & newly-coined phrafe® on the page
of learning,) having made its honouring’
defcent in a moft aufpicious period, when
various delights and pleafures employ-
ed us—rendered happy our auguft mind.
The expreflions refpecting the rules of
friendthip and regard, fo well written, had
the honour of perufal, and the charmer
of meflage,’ to introduce whom, the
eloquent tongue of your ambaflador
was neceflitated, found admiffion to the
chamber of our fublime audience.

¢ Praife be to God, this obliged by
the divine Majefty has, from his bound-~
lefs favour, gathered ample ftores of the
flowers of knowledge, and numerous

garlands

* ‘This fentonce is seeant a3 s fatiricsl remark on
the pompofe Ryle of the emperor’s ketter.
? The requcfl of family alliance,
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garands of the sblofloms of -prudence,
into the lap of his condition. Accorl-
ing to his high genius and expinded
mind, under the heavenly dire@ion, he
is diftinguifhed by the infpiration of
truth and information. Watching, there-
fore, ftri@tly as an enemy, his own foibles,
he makes conftant remarks upon his
own proceedings, public and private, in
the volume of obfervation, hoping for
pardon; and is not to be enfnared by
the fool-deceiving expreflions of felf-
interefted perfons.  Iftinguifhing be-
tween falfehood and truth, he does not
engage in any matter that may prove the
occafion of thame, and efpecially of ridi-
cule, among mankind.

*¢ It becomes the high dignity of mo-
narchs of heaven-like ftation, who fhould
be examples to the world, and whem the
creator has diftinguifhed among its inha-
bitants in the circle of being as central
points and protedtors of the public,

that
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that in tvery affalt which they medi-
$ite, they fhould, like compafies, draw
the dine of confideration around the plan,
and having weighed its propriety and®
objections in the feales of argument,
then commit to the flight of execution
the'eagle of performance. Should they
themfelves not pofle(s a (ufficienr por-
tion of difcriminating wifdom and clear
judgment, then, having jomed to their
own ideas thofe of their ably-refle&ing
viziers, they fhould feck affiftance from
their advice ; und, agreeably to ther
opinion, difpiay upon the pages of ap-
pearance the plans of high defign and
important object; fo that they may be
applauded, and no difficulty or hindrance
occur to their completion. To bualt
of unaccomplithed plans, or commit
them to the pen, wifdom dire@s not;
and, doubtlefs, no confcquences but
fhame can accrue from fuch condu@.%

voL. II. H May

¢ This alledes to Me boalls of viflory made in
the emperor’s letter,
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May the ever-exifting God afford you
the grace of rightly-guiding wifdom !
and may the fun of your royalty fhine
in the firmament of perpetuity !’ *

Of Dow’s imitation of this, 1 am conftrained
2o make the fame remark as on his laft chaprer.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XV.

e ———

WHEN the embaflador, without
the objec of his miffion having returned
in mortification and fadnefs, obtained the
hondur of kiffing the carpet of the king
of kings, and prefented the denial-pour-
traying letter, inimical to alliance, be-
fore the attendants on the fteps of the
imperial throne; the fovereign, on ac-
count of the charaéters of gratification
not being impreflid on the tablet of his
defires, and the deviation of the father

H 2 of
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of Bherawir Banou from the ftraight
path of friendfhip, became exceedingly
forrowful, and inexpreflible anguifh on
this account afflicted his mind. Calling,
therefore, the prince to a private audi-
ence, he informed him of the ftate of
affairs ; and again opening the portals of
admonition, offered arguments againft
the 1l cffe@s of obftinacy and perfiftance
in fuch a difficult bufinefs and hazardous
undertaking. He hoped that, having
heard them with the ear of attention, he
would lay afide his defign, and quit fuch
a dangerous fcheme: but, as the fea of
paflion agitated the prince, and the wine
of love fermented in the ftill of his
heart, the precious gems of advice had
not with him the value of a grain of
barley, nor had the remonftrances of
propriety more cffect with him than
wind. Suddenly raifing his head from
the knee of forrow, he exclaimed :

¢« The
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¢ Thejuft obfervations and gracious
admonitions of your Majefty, all merit
to be impreffed on the tablet of my
heart, and to be written in chara®ers
of gold; but it is neceflary to know,
that love 1s all contradi®ion, and at
perfed enmity againft vorldly wifdom.
Like Mujjenou, I have yielded the
reins of felf-controur into the guidance
of madnefs. What profit then can re-
monftrance yicld, and what eafe can
wifdom afford me?

VERSE.

Seck not adimffron for advice into my bramn,
For that recefs 15 flled with the jound of
¢ the Chung and Rubbaub.” *

In fhort, the inward diftra&ion and

mental diforder of the prince paffed ali
bounds; fo that, Mujjenou like, love
wrefting the bridle of patience from the
palm of his command, made him a

H 3 wretched

* Mufical inftruments.
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wretched wanderer, bewildered in the
mazes of fearch. Remedilefs, and de-
termined upon exile from his family and
country, he chofe poverty before royalty,
and gave the preference to wretchednefs
over the command of 2 world. He
efteemed toil better than repofe, and
pilgrimage than home. Cafting off the
crown of royalty from the head of
profperity, he aflumed in its room the
cap of afakeer; and tearing the filken
robes from his dehicate form, put on the
coarfeft raiment.  His fun-refembling
face, more gentle than the rofe, he rub-
bed over with athes; and with tortured
heart, and tear-flowing eyes, in queft of
his beloved, with the foot of defire and
pace of fearch, meafured the defart.

VERSE.

Haw pleafont is love, that when he planders,
Thie monarch can put om the vefiment of the

beggar!
Das he eafe the head of the king of a crowm ?
Let
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Lot him affume the dulk,' and he will confer
Royalty

At fight of the prince’s unhappy
ftate, lamentations iffued from the bo-
foms of all, and high and Jow fhed the
tears of regret. Al ranks, beat'ng to-
gether the hand of forrow, bit the
fingers of amazement. The echo ef
fighs reached the fhkies from every blade
of grafs in the country; and the moan-
ings of the affli¢ted people alcended to
the azure vault of heaven. The pillars
of the ftate and chicts of the country,
on hearing this foul diftracting event,
becoming overpowered with the wine
of regret, without delay haited to the
prefince of the prince, and, with an
hundred agonies and pangs, fhed tulip-
coloured tears from the goblets of their
eyes on their venerable checks.  Again

H 4 introducing
¢ The drefs of a dincdh,

* The dirsefhes are called alio thaws ur kings, a3
being fovesesgns o their pailcns,
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introducing advice and entreaty; da
they implore his relinquithment of fuch
a foul-terrifying refolve. The prince,
wandering from the manfion of fanity
and underftanding, having emitted from
the fiery recefs of his heart the eafe-
confuming fparks of forrow, kindled
upon his tongue, asina lamp, the life-
deftroying flames of defire. Having
poured forth his heart like grain, bit
by bit, from his deluge-flowing eyes
down his checks, he faid ;

« O! ye wife men, fince the difpen-
¢ fers of providence have from the table
¢« of the nine difhes* of heaven decreed

119 my

Ths Jaft fentence, and the fullowing fpeech of
the prince, are another fample of the myfical and
int sherent ramblings of caflern devotees, as well as
lovers.  The tranflation is hiteral, fo that I hope the
reeder wili excufe nonfenfe not my own,

* Some divines among the muffulmauns fay there
are nine, others, foven heavens, in flories onme
above another, The word for Bory and dith is the
fame in the Arabic,
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my food to be the blood of my heart,
¢« and the pourtrayers of divine will
¢ have drawn on the tablet of my fore-
¢ head the figures of ill fame, and my
«¢ fate muft be the forrows of love and the
¢ vexations of pilgrimage. how can I
“ try to obtain repofe and lay hold

¢¢ of the rems of reputation ?

VERSE.

& Since my defton is, thet I muft drink
¢ the blood of grief, how, alas! how
¢« fhould I quaff the <wine of onpayment ?

“ To erafe the chara®ers of fate,
from the fhining paper, with the
penknifc of contrnivance, and to ftrug-
gle with divine command, is in vain
¢ to human nature, which 1s bound in
¢« the chains of fubje@ion, and confined
in the enclofure of imbecility. Now
¢ that madnefs tortures my brain, and
defire has reat the robes of patience,

¢ what
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what room is there for advice aad
remonfirance ?  This is rather a time
to foothe and affit me. If then you
can, withhold not your favour, but
help me from your hearts; or elfe
withdraw your hands from me and
my affairs, that I may commit myfelf
as I chufe, in the path of fearch, to
the thorns and rocks; plunge the ada-
mant of calamity into my entrails,
and pierce my heart with the point of
defpair.  For me, the ground of my
beloved’s path is a f{ufficient bed,
and for a foft pillow, the ftones of
my miftrefs’s abode will fuffice.

VERSE.

My fatisfallion can only be where my
s Jove is:
1 would try my utmoft toreach her abode.”

Having fpoken the above, he laid

hald of the ftrong handle of refignation,

which
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which is the beft mirror for fhewing
the reflefted charmer of attzinment, and
reclining on the ftaff of divine compaf-
fion, the fureft fupport to wanderers in
the path of diftrefs, bound the burthen
of defign on the camel of delperation,
and became, like the weftern breeze,
intent in the road of travel. The parrot,
who was the intimate confidant of the
affembly of fidelity, he carried with him,
Several of the loyal courtiers, who had
their brains freth moittened with oil of
violets and alm-nds,” at fuch a crifis,
regirding it as impiety againft the faith
of fincerity and conftancy, and apoftacy
from the religion of truth and fidelity,
to turn afide from the road of accompa-
niment, in order to prove their duty
and attachment, and cnjoy the felicity
of aiing right, fecking honour in the
glorious

Y Meaning, I fuppofe, gratitude. ‘The allufion

proczeds from the cuflom of prefenting perfumed
oiis and effences tw gucfts,
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glorious attendance upon his ftirrup,
joined in the praife-worthy expedition.”

* In Dow’s imitation of thus chapter, a feanty
fprinkhing of the otiginal metaphors, with many
of his own, forms the compofition, and I rather
fufpeft he caied our fong of Mad Tom to his
afliftance.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVL

< —

w”w the prince, devoted to
defparr, like Muj_}cnokf, at the derpotic
command of cruel love, who n cvery
quarter holds the hearts of illuftrious
monarchs enchamed in the locks of
moon-faced Venus-browed damfels, and
depenaant as Harut * in the well of their

dimples

¢ Hasrat and Marut, fome fay, were two mas
gicians or angels, fent by G J to teach mer magic,
and to tempt them, but others well 2 Jonger fable,
3, €. that th* angels cxprelung thew furpnize at
the
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dimples, like the gul Peaddeh,® with-
drawing his mind from the garden of
repofe, mounted the fteed of toil ; hav-
ing advanced his foot in the path of
labour, and regarding as light the diffi-
culties of the defart, he in a fhort time

meaiured

the wickednels of the fons of Adam, after prophets
had been fent to them with divine commillions,
God bid them chufe two of their own number to
be fent down to be judges of the earth, They
pitched upon Harut and Marat, wino executed
their office with integnty for fome ume, tull Zo.
hara, or the planet Venus, defeended and appeared
before them in the fhape of a heauuful woman,
bringing a complmnt sgain®t her hufband : though
others {ay fhe was a mortal female. As foon =
they faw her they fell in love with her, and en.
deavoured to prevail upon her to faulfy their
defires ; but fhe Aew up again to heaven, whither
the two anpels alfo returned, but were not ad-
mitted. However, on the interceffion of a certain
pious man, they were allowed to chufe, whether they
would be punithed in this life, or the other.  They
chofe the former, and now fuffer punifhment in
Babel,
b What flower this is I know not. It fignifies
walking rofe or flower. It may he the fenfitive
plant,
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meafured a2 confiderable diftance, and,
like the moon, with unceafing velocity,
in a few days travelled over a long fpace.
At length, a broad lake oppofed his
progrefs, the oppofite fhore of which,
like the boundary of grief for a lover’s
abfence, was undifcernible. Such was

the raging of the waves, that ever. the
fith

Babel, where they are to remain till the day of
jadgment. They add, thatif a man has & fancy
to learn magic, he may go to them and hear
their voice, but cannot fec them,

This flory, Mahummud tock from the Perfizn
magi, who mention two rebellious angely of che
fame name, now hung up by thic feet 1n the ter.
ritory of Babel, and the jews have fomewhat
like it of the angel Shamboza, who having de-
bauched himfclf with women, repented, and by
way of pennance hung himfelf between heaven
and earth.—Vide Savs’s Koraun, page 20, note *.
May not the apocryphal flory of Sufanna and the
two ¢lders have given foundation to this tradition 2
In the mode of pennance, that of the Hindoo
banging by the feet from a tree (which is com-
mon,) has fome affinity to the pomthment of
Harut and Marut.
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filh sfainted at their fury, and the.dacks
were divided by the force.of the dafhing
Jugges. As, without a veflel, to.crofs this
sed fea-refembling ocean, was out of the
circle of poffibility, the prince (his lip
parched in the road of fearch, his heart
anxious for the fountain of love, and
who wifhed to borrow wings from the
roamers of the air, and, foaring like
them, to rcach the defired country )
now became deprefled, and from excefs
of defpair began to gafp like a fih on
the ftrand.

The parrot, who in the firmament
of friendthip {oarcd on the wings of
fincerity, was vexed in heart at his af-
fliction, and faid, < O thou wanderer in
¢ the wildernefs of toil, and loft in the
* mage of pilgrimage, now that thou
“ art thyfelf confined in the iron cage
“ of diftrefs, and captivated in the
“ mournful fnare of love, to keep me
“ ftill imprifoned is not advifeable.

3 Nﬁy
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* Nay, it is even politic that, approv-
“ ing not of the confinement of a
* faultlefs and fincere flave, fuch as I
“ am, having loofened the chains from
“ my wings, thou fhouldft liberate me
“ from this iron fortrefs,* that [ may
*¢ fpread the plumes of endeavour, and
““ fly to all quarters in fearch of a re-
** medy for thy cafe, until I may grafp
* the tablet of defire in my talon:.
*“ Poflibly, the difficulty-opening key
‘“ may come to hand, and thy fearch
¢ reach its obje&.”

The prince replied, «“ Ahl my fym-
' pathifing friend, thou knoweft that,
¢ in this diftrefsful journey, what alone
¢ can fupport my heart and for an inftant
¢ lighten my forrows, is thy company
 and converfation. I dread, left when
* freed from thy cage, and roaming on
 the wings of liberty in the air, the
“ love of thy fellow-parrots fhould fe-

voL, I1. 1 ¢ duce

Ris cage,
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duce thee from thy attachment to me,
and the inftin@ of defire towards thy
natural friends and fellows, fpeaking
the fame language, diveft thy mind
of inclination to aflociate with me.
If fo, the pain of thy defertion will
be added to my afflitions and trou-
ble.”

The patrot anfwered; * Though
certainly the affertion of a poor bird
like me is not in general deferving
confidence, (‘and indeed, to expe& re-
turn from a liberated fongfter is not
the maxim of the prudent;) yet,
know and confider, that the depictor
of the volume of contrivance, has
not drawn all objefs fimilar in this
plan of creation; nor has the Mani
of omnifcience in the arzung of be-
ings, fketched with the pencil of de-
fign all his portraits after the fame
likenefs. However, praife be to God,
who has molded the compofition of

¢ this
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<. this humble foarer from the clay and
‘¢ water of confluncy, and planted no-
¢ thing in the tillage of my mind, (who
¢ am at beft only an handful of f{ea-
* thers) but the feed of fidelity.

VERSE.

¢ I do not think I frould remove 51y head
¢ from the line of attackment, though, like
 the reed,! ithey fhould feparate me yoin:

“ by jons.

« I promife folemnly to your high-

* nefs, that until you attain from the
¢ ocean of fearch the pearl of your de
¢ fires, and acquire the objed of your
« wifhes, I will not leave your gracious
¢ prefence ; but, inceflantly firetching the
¢ wings of endeavour in faithful fervice,
« will regard the approbation of your
12 ¢ heart

¢ The Egyptian reed, of which the orientals
make pens, grows to a great length in joints like
the cane, Jtis called callum. Hence the latin
word Calamus,



134 BAHAR-DANUSH; OR, €H.I6.

114

(11

(41

€
«
111
€«
11
1]
€«
114
€
€«
[{4
[14
(14
€«
"

L1

heart as the mean of gaining the
applaufe of my creator.

VERSE.

I have mo afslum but at thy threfhold ;
where can 1lay my head, but at thy gate?

¢ If the fkirt of my declaration
fhould prove interefted, may the
divine power, who created parrots
with green vefture and red bills, in
the judgment of the refurreiion,
caufe me to rifc again accurfed and
black as the raven! and may he, in
this prefent confined ftate of exiftence,
render me tormented in the claws of
the blood-fhedding and executioner-
like cat. No other reafon for thefe
declarations pervades my heart, but
fincerc withes and anxiety for thy
welfare. My carneft defire is, that
having been the fource of import-
ant advantage, I may fatisfy the claims
of thy bounty upon me.”

The
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‘The prince, regarding the profeffions
of the wife bird as worthy of credit,
seleafed him from his cage, and faid ;

VERSE.

“ To the man of howour, mothing is
 more binding than a promfe. Fix the
s hand of fdelity on she flart of promife,
% and firive with all sy mght not to rend
“ §t.  Be cauntscus that thou break not thy
S promife, for Ife, though precious, 13 no-
¢ thing worth if fligmatsfed by breack of
s faith.”

The parrot inflantly foared aloft,
and fkimming through the air, glanced
his eye over every quarter of the coun-
try. At length he perceived a cottage,
lowly like the minds of the humble, and
fmall Like the eyes of the Tartars. He
alighted on the branch of a tree near it,
wififul to know who was the owner,
and why he had chofen his habitation
in fuch a wildernefs. He beheld a hut

V3
formed
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formed of reeds, the door of it expand-
ed like the forehead of the virtuous,
and its infide clean as the minds of
the innocent. Within, fat an old man,
bowed down with age, repofing in an
athy coloured veft, like the devoted to
contemplation of the Divinity and fearch-
ers of religious truth. Hehad fpread the
fujjadeh of abflinence, and was employed
with all fervour and devotion in the

Tufbah and Taleel.* The glow of fin-
cerity

* Counting his beads, and repeating the attributes
of God. The Muffulmauns ufe, ke the Romaa
Catholies, & rofary of beads cilled Tufbah, or
implement of praife. It confifts, if I recolledt
anght, of ninety nine beads ; in dropping which
through the fingers, they repeat the attnbutes of
God, 83, * O Creator, O Merciful, O Forgiving,
O Omnipotent, O Omnifcient, &c. &c.” This
3t of devotion 1s called Taleel, from the repetition
of the letter L, or Laura, which occurs in the
word Allah, (God), always joined to the epithet
or attribute, as Ya Allah Khalick, O God, the
Creator ; Ya Allah Kerreem, O God, the Merci-
fol, &e. &c. The devatees may be feen muttering
their beads as they walk the fircess, snd in the
interval
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cerity fhone upon his brow, and the
light of true knowledge beamed upon
his open front. His heart was dehivered
from the blandithments of the world.
A white beard round his expreflive
countemance, appeared as fhining rays
about the fun; and from his athy-
fained forchead ’ the light of truth dart-
ed as a lamp from the veil of a fhade.®

VERSE.

He was as it were a garden blooming
in @ defort, and as s fly cbfeured by dufly

mift,
14 He

interval of converfation 1n company. The rofaries
of perfons of fortune and senk have the beads of
diamonds, pearls, rubies and emeralds.  Thofe of
the humble are ftruog with bernes, coral, or glafs
beads,

f Dirvethes rub their faces with afhes, as the
emblem of mortibeation.

$ When placed {ar in hot climates the natives
fit at night) ot of doors, the lamp is furrounded
by a Made of gauze or glals, fometimes of filver
presced wath holes, hike cur flable lamthorns.
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He had retired from moskind, and was
thin as the threads of khis velsgions habit,
He had no obyelt bur dewotions or smient,
but that of puty. The hghimng of his
©¢ was a lamp of hope, and his morming
afpiraisons faveurable 1o fusure blifs.

The parrot, when he perceived the
tablet of the dirvefh’s afpe clear as
the polithed murror, immediately began
to talk; and in the manner of the
acquamted with the rules of compli-
meat, uttered ftrains of gratulation. The
good-hearted hermit, from the fweet
eloquence of the bird, glowed with zeal-
ous admiration of the works of God;
and, like Solomon,* attending to his
condition, enquired his fituation ; faying,

“ Q emeraid

b Solomon is faid 1o have underflood the lan.
goage of birds, who, wher he travelled, Socked
together and formed a thade over bis throme, whi
was placed upon a carpet of green filk large enouy
ta hold all hus forces. On his right hand food
the en, and on the Jeft the genil. The wind
& los command conveyed the earpet wherever he

pleafed
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« O emerald-feathered foarer, elo-
¢ quent as Jefus, from whafe rofeate
é beak the living water of eloquence
¢ diftils, what affair art thou engaged
“ in? and in whofe fearch haft thou
¢ extended the wings of defire? for
¢ from thy foul-delighting words, the
s fcent of truth and conftancy pervades
¢ my {enfe.”’

The parrot replied, ¢ O Adorner
¢ of the garden of divinity, and ac-
*¢ quainted with the mylecies of facred
¢ Jove! fince the refle@®ion of the be-
¢ Joved obje® of this tired wanderer
¢ can be beft feen on the world-difplay-
“ ing mirror of thy gracious mind,
¢ what occafion is there for thy fervant’s
% engaging in impertinent detail ?

VEREZ.

Pleafed, while the army of birds fheltered all from
the fun. Sale’s Koraan, vol. 11, page 333. The
thmnﬂhntakeathldadmm
baloon from this fabnlous taaditioa.
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% It iy not mectlffary to [peak our wants in
_ % thy augaft court.

&« The forrows of mome can be snkwown to
s thy enfightened mind.

& Though the heavenly fun is the eye and
< Jamp of the world,

& et the befower of light om it, is the
 duft of thy feet”

The dawn-like minded fage, having
by his internal light developéd the
myfteries of the parrot, commanded
him to bring the prince to his prefence.
And the bird, exulting with joy at fuch
felicitous tidings, laughing and caw-
cawing' like the cockatoo, conveyed
himfelf at one flight to his mafter. His
erimfon beak, like the rofe-bud at the
waving of the zephyr, feemed to bluth
with a brighter glow.

The

1 I truft this coinage of 3 word may be forgiven
me, s3I could not find one to cxprely the
caw.caw of the original,



CH. 16, CARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. 241

The prince, who from defpondency
and wearinefs being bound in forrow
and diftrefs, had his eye fixed on the
path of his parrot, fmiled in hope at his
lively manner of approach, and impa-
tiently demanded his adventures. The
joyful bird, having informed him of the
circumftances, beecame his guide to the
hermit, immerfed in the wine of unity,
whofe aufpicious meecting was the key
of the gates of attainment.  The prince,
whofe every hair was bound in obli-
gation to the kindne(s and fidelity of
the parrot, without delay haflened to
obtain the felicitous interview with the
Jefus-like dirveth. When he arrived
near his bounty-giving threfhold, and
his view was gratified by the fight of
his enlightened countenance, having
performed the cuftomary obedience of
difciples, he advanced, and feating himfelf
on the earth before his door, (which
was as a collyrium to the eye of hope)
exprefled his wants in the following

verfe.
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verfe. ¢ The fea and mountains are in

“ my path. Affit my defign, O vire
% tuous fage 1"

The dirvefh replied, ¢ O fortunate
¢ youth, praife be to the Lord of the
¢ univerfe, who is the difpeller of the
« difficulties of his fervants. Be faith-
*¢ ful, for faith is the opener of the por-
 tal of attainment. Depend upon the
% firong hold of the facred prayet in
¢ the Koraun, (we fubmit ourfelves to
* thee, we entreat help of thee, for,
¢ except God, there is no true helper
« to befeech, and, exceptmg him, none
* can help. Plant the foot of hope on
¢ the firong bridge of refignation, for
“ it is the fafeft pafiage of our objeds.
¢ Go alone, for folitude is a fecurs
* path to enjoyment. Shut thy eyes
“ to every other obje@, if thou defireft
¢ to meet thy beloved.”

The
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The prince, agreeably to the orders
of the Khizzer-like dirveth, having dife
miffed his domeftics and attendants, cloe
fed his cyes upon his own exiftence.
When he opeaed them, he found him-
felf with the parrot on the other fide of
the lake.

VERSE.

The mirror of holy dirvefhes, alome can
refled] 1he objell of the prayers of kimgs.

Princes are indeed the Kiblahs* of pray-
er, but the reafon 15, their fubmiffion to the
wenerabie resgions,

Though the paffage of the flormy
Iake, and the company of the wife and
eloquent bird was a fource of pleafure
and gratification to the prince’s heart,

and

k The temple of Mecea is the Kiblah, or point
of prayer to the Muffulmsuns ; as the ealt is with
Chriftians in the weR as the point of the holy
fepulchre.



244 BABAR-DANUSH; OR; CR. 16,

and the gentle converfe of the feathered
poet gave eafe to his mind; yet, from
folitude and deprivation of the accom-
paniment of his domeftics in fuch a
boundlefs defart, he became overwhelmed
in a fea of defpondency, and, like thofe
who have loft their way, plunged ia
difficulty. As defire after the country
of his beloved forcibly impelied him,
and love guided the reins of his mind,
like Mujjenou, he meafured the wilder-
nefs. From deep diftrefs, tears of crim-~
fon hue'bedewed his cheeks. He heed-
lefsly trod over fharp thorns and pointed
rocks. Relying on the divine favour,
the confoler of thofe who fit in the dark-
nefs of the night of confufion, and the
guide of lonely wanderers in the wilder-
nefs of error, he made the nightingale of
fpeech melodious in this verfe:

VERSE.
If the flame of Toor' will mat aid me with

Single ray,
Alas !

» ;Th mountain in which Mofes {aw the burning
v Ik,
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Alas! What remedy can I oppcfe 1o the
darknefs of mght 2

When the prince, his lips parched
m the fands of affli®ion, and over-
come by the fumes of frenzy, in this
dreadful wildernefs, ( at whofc horror
even the wild and favage natives were
panic-ftricken) had proceeded fome fer-
fungs on a road which had no refting-
place — fuddenly, an old man, whofe
body from exceflive weaknefs appeared
bowed tike a waning crefent, but whofe
forchead beamed with the light of devo-
tion, advancing from a ftraw hut, {aid to
him, ¢ Thou haft done me a kindnefs,
¢¢ and brought good fortune with thee, by
« cafting the fhadow of royalty over
“ my humble dwelling. Two days
 have elapfed fince I expected a gueft,
“ and have had my eye ftretched upon
« the road. God be thanked that my
¢« defire is accomplithed, and that thy
«¢ gracious approach has gladdened my
“ eyes.”
The
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"The prince, regarding this occurrence
&8 an omen of good fortune, accepted
the company of the old man, and par-
took with him of what he had ready;
the delicacy of which brought to recol-
le&ion the miraculous meals of Jefus.
When refrethment was afforded him
from wearinefs and hunger, he entreated
the old man’s affiftance 1n the attainment
of his object. The dirveth replied ;

¢¢ Unfortunate young man! Before
#¢ this about thirty years, I out of cu-
‘« riofity travelled over the regions of
¢ the globe, and furveyed with the eyes
“ of obfervation the good and the bad
* of the univerfe. When I became
“ fully acquainted with its concerns,
* having caft from my mind all defire
* for its vanities, I withdrew my feet
% within the fkirt of retirement; and
“ departing from the confines of popu-
* lation, took up my abode in this
% wildernefs. [ have now no objed in

“ view but my creator, nor do I con-
(1] cern
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“ cern myfelf with the affairs of ‘men,
# thou muft excufe my interference in
« thine. However, fince thou haft ad-
 vanced thy foot in the path of love,
“ every dew-drop of which is as a
¢ burning ocean, fhrink not from trous
¢ ble, but boldly ruth vn through the
<« fires of affliction and toil. Throwing
¢ afide cautious policy, be futisfied with
¢ the preparations of refignation and
¢ felf-devotion, taking poverty for thy
« guide, and folitude as thy compa-
“ nion,

VERSE.

% Love is no trifing playy cffer then thy
s head, O heart !

“ For the ball of love ismot to be fricken
& by the mace of vanity.”

As the gale of bounty waved not on
the rofe-bud of hope from the point
of the fecluded traveller, and from the
cup of his genius no drops of affifting

voL. 1I. 3 cordial
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eordisd reached the throat of the prince,
he became invelved again in the fen of
perplexity, feeing no path te the objed
of his fearch, wandering in the maze
of difappointment, and tormented by
his uniucky @ars. Love at firt appears
pleafing, but st dength it becomes full
of difficulties. His lip parched with
defire in the mifty vapour of deception,
and his heart devoted to death, he ut-
tered the following firains:

VERSE.

From whence this love afofe T know not,
Jrom which every vein and artery aches with

pain,

I have bus ome life, while o thoufand
lightnings of defiruGiion flofh eround me.
Ak ! how fholl the humble grafs ¢fcape om
@ baning mounsain ?

Fhy hap tho affanited me, O Cafumtity?
wnd what haf thex in srsbugb for ot © Fsta?
What
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W hat armics haft sheu braught to defirey
me? The enflom of what ragios is fuck
unequal atsock ?

0O Plaset of my forsunes, I barn, I burn;
dave fome compasfion ax my tertered breaft,

The parrot mow faid, = Ah ) thon
¢¢ chief of the affséted in the path of
“ love, whofe every fiep requires a fa-
crifice of life, and at whofe every ad-~
vance it is nmeceflary to offer up a
¢ head refignedly. this murmuring de-
*¢ fpandency is unbecoming thy charac-
* ter. The brave in the path of diftrefs,
¢ the firm amud the tortures of fincere
« love, eficem every drop of blood
¢ that fows from their agonizing breafts
¢ a8 the promifing fruit of attainment.
* In love, fortitude is required. Steel
¢ then thy heart. Never open thy lip
in complaint and lamentation, nor let
« thy tongue vibrate, like the idle bell,
« with ufelefs moans, For a while lay

X 2 s faft

({9

£¢

£
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« faft hold on patience; while 1 fiy
«¢ abroad in fearch of relicf, and, amid
¢ the darknefs of perplexity, explore
¢ an outlet to deliverance.”” When he
had faid this, the parrot hafted towards
the four points of fearch, to find out a
remedy for his mafter ; who, becoming
fomewhat cheared, took up his abode
with the hermit, till the return of his
bird. As the fage was wholly occupied
by his penances and devotions, he
converfed but little with the prince ; but
the heart of a Sharok, ™ who was one of
the inhabitants of the hut, was touched
with his {forrows, and courted his fociety
with fympathy and gentlenefs. Under-
taking to divert his melancholy by amu-
fing tales, he in fome degree eafed the
wounds of his impatience, by the balfa-
mic unguent of confolation.

@ A bird refembling 2 feer. In India itis
called Mipa.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIL

b

Tm: wife Sharok, having ren-
dered melodious the fugar-billed nigh-
tingale of his tongue in fpeech, faid,
“ Know, O my intelligent prince, that
“ I am an experienced bird, who have
« feen much of the caprices of the
¢ world, and the ftrange viciflitudes of
¢ fortune. Whenever I have beheld
¢ the flame of devotion arifing on the
¢ gale of true picty, Ialways faw, that
¢ at length, through the kindly moifture

K3 “ of
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of boundlefs mercy, the flowers of
hope and fhrubs of enjoyment became
expanded and flourithing. Though
the devious moving fkies, being for
a time inimical, may keep thee fet-
tered in the path of adverfity, yet be
not heart-fhrunk, like the blighted
rofe-bud; for divine mercy can afford
thee relief, and the perfume of fuccefs
may yet be conveyed to the perception
of thy foul.

VERSE.

« Say to the rofe-bud, Be not uneafy at
thy confinement, for thon wilt foon be
refeafed by the breath of dawn and the

wavings of the zephyr.

“ According to the facred declara-

 tions, forrow and joy are infeparable.
* Behind every misfortune follows re-
« lief; and after confinement, deliver-
« ance. Doubtlefs, the end of trouble

* i3
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“ is etfe, md the guide to repofe is
* lsbhour.
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VERSE.

The abode of pleafure is mat to be attained
 wwithout toil,

“ Moreover, it is neceflary, fhouldft
thou attain the obje@, which at pre-
fent is the caufe of affli¢tion to thy
breaft and diftra&ion to thy heart,
and again repofe on the pillows of
eafe and enjoyment, that thou eftcem
refraining from four points as moft
incumbent upon thee and religioufly
binding. Firft, remember that it is
not prudent to introduce from the
recefs of {peculation any important
meafure upon the plain of adion,
without the ferious confultation of
experience; in order that, like the
merchant’s daughter, thou be not
fubjected to the hazards of chance and
the calamities of fortune.”* The prince

K 4 atked,
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afked, what the adventure of the mer-
chant’s daughter was? when the fharok

replied as follows: *

# Of this chapter Dow only gives a faint outline.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIIIL

emantiiim—
STORY OF

The Merchant's Daughter.

'Tnznx was a defltitute youth,
who took up his abode in a certain
city, about which he ftrolled in fearch

of

¢ Dow thus begins this tale, * In & fesfon of
% hoftility, when grafs grew in the public markets,
“ and the owl bt in the chimaey tops, &c.”
His author never faw a chimney top in Indis or
Perfia,
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of that mere fupport for which human
nature has no alternative. From want
of acquaintance, the inhabitants of the
city attended but lLttle to his petitions ;
and though he requefted to be entrufted
with the meaneft offices, and engaged in
the loweft employments, he could not
fucceed ; which occafioned him the
fharpeft diftrefs. After a long time and
tedious interval, a charitable old man,
by trade a confeioner, commuferating
his poverty, entrufted him with thecharge
of lighting his ftoves, and fupplied him
with bread as a reward. The poor
wretch, regarding this as the higheft
blefling, exerted himfelf with the utmoft
diligence in his office, in hopes of encou-
ragement ; ard the old man, imprefled
by his unceafing attendance, and fin&

fidelity
Perfia. He has in the remainder of this ftory taken
il greater liberties of deviation from the original,
of which very fittle sppears; and has introduced
1mto i¢ & vifian, borrowed cither from the Spectator
or Rambler, (I forget which) where the deity
allows every one their with, &e,
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fidelity, at leogth introdeced him from
the confimement of meannefs into the
ample {pace of diftindtion. Appointing
him hig¢ foreman, he committed to his
direction the menagenment and controud
of his heufehokd affiirs, snd prefented
him with x fait of harxdfome raiment.

When be was grown feek and come-
ly from good living, ke began to give
himfelf airs, affumed confequence; and
thinking himfelf cvenr foperior to his
mafter, prefamed to put himfelf on a
footing with the head of the trade : who
being enraged, comphined of his info-
lence to his employer ; faying, ¢ Thou,
 notwithftanding thy refpectable fitua-
< tion and claims of caft, Haft never yet
“ fet up pretences of equality ; how
* comes it then that thy depaty, (who
 but yefterday was enly aligliter of thy
« fioves) puts himfelf on a footing with
* me? I will not draw the pen of for-
« givenefs over his crimes, until, being

“ convinced
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« convinced of his improper condud,
¢ he lay hold of the ftirrup of entreaty.
“ I regard it incumbent upon thee to
¢ reprove him. Take care, then, or
¢ thou fhalt not be fecure from my
¢ difpleafure.”” The good old man
made excufes to his chief, pleading the
ignorance of the youth ; whom he called
to him in private, and honoured with
the coftly pearls of admonition ; faying,

“ My fon, dear as life, to vaunt
¢ thyfelf on equality with thy fuperiors,
“ and to imagine thyfelf, notwithftand-
“ ing thy low origin, of confequence, is
“ a clear proof of ignorance ; for vanity
“ will not attain thee the pillow of
¢ dignity. Unlefs thou canft produce
““ all the requifite proofs of honour,
* never again prefume to behave fo
 haughtily and unbecomingly, for the
¢ difpleafure of our chief cannot be

¢ profitable,

VIRSE,
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VERSE.

<« I inform thee, thas the aged [peak from

¥« experremce.

© Take care, my fon, and before thou art
& old liften ta advice.”

The ungracious youth, according to
the maxim, that the innately vicious are
attached to no one, having feized this
occafion for a means of rupture, obfti-
nately took the money of diumiffion in
his palm, and breaking the chains of
long kindnefles, and the juft claims of
the old man to advife him, committed
himfelf to the highway of ingratitude.
He retired into the quarter of the mer-
chants, and after fome days, becoming
from diftrefs feated in the duft of po-
verty, knocked at the door of beggary.
By lucky chance for him, the daughter
of a rich merchant, admiring his hand-
fome figure, without proving his intrinfic
value on the touchftone of experiment,
or weighing his merits in the {ales of

trial
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trial, tied herfelf 2o bim in the knot of
marriage. Sometime after the union,
the vain young man having uttered many
fpecches on the high defcent, digaity
and wealth of his family, urged his wife
to accompany him to his own country.
The lady’s head became filled with
the defire of vifiting the lands of her
hufband, of prefiding over his houfe-
hold, and laying the foundatians of eafe
and luxury ; but above all of continuing
to enjoy his perfonal charms. She afked
her father’s confent through fome friends;
but as her requeft met not with acceps-
agee, fhe rafbly, in the darknefs af night
quitting her paternal manfion, accompa-
nied her hufband in travel. After a
Journcy of fome days, baving pafled oyer
a long trad, they reached a wildernefs,
where the fcent of population gre
got the perception.  The wife now ex-
claimed, « What fpot cap this he,
‘¢ where mapkind, Jike the pheenix, is
“ ugfeen. From thirft, my thraat is
«¢ dried
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¢ dried up, and my tengwe dmoft ince-
 pable of wtteramce; for God's faloe
s dire& me to fome water, for my foul is
« st my lips.”
The young man replied, « Delpair
* mot, and for a little fonger calt not
¢ patience from thy fkirt. Near thisis
¢ a fpot very populous and flourifhing,
« abounding in all forts of fruits, and
¢ every defireable produ@ion. Through
4¢ every quarter of it low rivulets, clear
< as Sulfubbeel and Tunfeem;® on the
¢ banks of which are gardens of flow-
*¢ ers and (hrubs fragrant and blooming,
“ fo that you will efteem it as a model
¢ of paradife and the abode of the blef-
“ fed. There is the refidence of my
& parents. We fhall foon reach it, and
# repofe from the fatigue of travel.”’
'3
" The wife, pleafed by this defcription,
though fhe had fcarcedy the power of
motion in her limbs, made fhift to ad-
vance

? Rivers of Mahummud’s paradife,
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vance. When fome diftance was mes
fured, a miferable village appeared: in
fight, whofc wretched huts prefented
themfelves to viow. The wife exclaimed,
“ Ah hufband, this village has neither
“ garden, nor orchard, nor ftreams
¢ Surely it muft be the habitation of
“ barbarifm, which to cavilized man
“ muft give a thoufand difguftful fem-
“ fations.”” The young man replicd,
“ Woman, it has greater beauties and
¢ perfedtions than I have already men-
¢ tioned; why doft thou, who haft not
¢ feen it, foolifhly extend the tongue of
¢ audacity againft it #”’

In fhort, the young man having
feated his wifc at the foot of a tree,
continued, ‘¢ According to ancient
““ ufage among our tribe, all my relagi-
“* ons and friends will come to meet thee
¢ with drums and trumpets; and hav-
*“ ing prefented to thee robes and valug-
 ble jewels, will condu@ thee with all

< honour
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* honour and refped to our dwelling}
¢t wher#, having prepared a coftly festt,
¢ they will fpend the day in mufic and
¢ banqueting till the evening. Stop
s¢ therefore a few moments under this
# tree, that 1 may inform them of thy
¢ approach.”” The wife, captivated by
the foothing fpecches of her hafband,
fat down, and he fpeeded with fwift-
nefs towards the village.

An hour had not elapfed, when the
found of drums and trumpets ftruck the
ears of the wife, and fhe perceived at a
diftance a crowd of men and women ad-
vancing, finging and dancing. The un-
fortunate woman now became impatient
for the promifed jewels and ornaments,
and anxious to meet the females and
relations of her hufband’s family, At
length, fome favage-looking men, of
flern afpe®, and butcher-like minded,
ran up, and feizing her, tore off her
cloaths, and firipped her naked as the

vOL. 1. L dead
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dead wrifing to judgment. Her cries
and lamentations had no cffet. At
length, hawing tied her with cords, they
fhaved her hair, and having made a fort
of fcaffold of bamboo, bound her upon
it extended at full length. All the com-
pany now returned towards the village,
excepting two archers with poifoned ar«
rews, who remained in ambufh, as if
expeting prey. The poor woman was
nearly exhaufted by pain and terror,

ani lay on the fuaffold almoft without
fenfe or motion.

In half an hour after this, 2 monfter.
like bird, of immenfe fize and wondrous
form, which firuck the beholder with
panic, defcended from the air.  His
wings appeared as the fhadowy branches
of a vaft tree, and his beak like the trunk
of an clephant. From the horrible
noife of his fcreams, the bird of fenfa-
tion deferted the neft of humanity.
Seizing the fate-devoted woman in his

beak,
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beak, he foared aloft. The cordsSwith
which fhe was bound burft afun-
der eafily as the fpider’s web, and the
fcaffold being rent in pieces, fell to the

groand.

The two concealed srchers now let
fly their poifoned arrows, which lodged
in the wings of the monfter, but with-
out difabling him. The bird had foared,
probably an hundred ferfungs through
the air, when he became faint from the
effe@ of the poifon, defcended towards
the earth, and at length alighted on an
fland.  kis weaknels encreafing, he
toofed the woman from his beak, and at
the fame inflant et fall from his mouth
an emerald of oblong fhape, of fuch
beauty, fize, and luftre, that you would
fuppofe the moft fkilful lapidaries and
expert polifhers had with all their art
cut it into elegant form. No fooner had
he done this, than the bird of his life

L2 deferted
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defested her cage, as if the emerald had
been his laft breath,

The unfortunate woman, wearied
and exhaufted, remained for fome time
fenfelefs ; but at length being fomewhat
revived, found herfelf alone upon a defert
ifland, her body clotted with blood, no
friend or confoler near, and deftitute
of food. She however returned thanks
to God for her efcape from the mon-
ftrous bird, took up the flone (which
indecd had been the caufe of all her
miferies), and, weeping and wailing,
walked feebly onwards, in order that
fhe might find fome place of repofe,
and be fecured from wild beafts.

When fhe had proceeded, according
to guefs, about two ferfungs, the golden-
winged bird, the fun, had reached his
weftern neft, and night hung her fable
mantle over the horizon. The helplefs
female, through fear of her life, crept

into
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into the hollow of a rock, and was® con-
cealed. At this time, from excels of
hunger, fhe became afflicted with painful
craving. The cold air, damp dews,
nakednefs, and the agonizing pain of
her wounds, affli®ed her; while foli-
tudefgnd forlornnefs made her condition
deplorable beyond meafure. All night
did fhe lift up her hands in prayer at
the throne of the Reliever of Wants,
who is the faviour of thofe in peril, and
Redrefler of the complaining, befeeching
deliverance fiom the whirlpoo! of defpair
and fea of diftrefs, — but no figns of
the acceptance of her petitions appeared.

When the heavenly bridegroom, hav-
ing arifen from the bofom of dawn,
threw a veil of light ever the world, the
forlorn and wounded female, having
quitted the cave, proceeded, rifing and
finking like the duft of the road. About
mid-day, when the world-illuming orb
had reached the zenith, the intenfe heat,

L3 fatigue,
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fatigus, and pain from her wounds,
were intolerable, and her agonies beyond
expreflion. Yet, though her foul and
body were picrced by the fword of af-
fliction, and no figns of relief appeared,
fo that fhe longed for death, fhe re-
figned herfelf to the divine willgand,
refolved in feeble hope to craw! onwards
till the feparation of the thread of life.

At Jaft fhe arrived on the fhore of

a great lake, and fell down, worn out
with fatizue ; when a monftrous ferpent
of enormous fize and thicknefs, fuddenly
advanced towards the water. Such was
its length and breadth, as not to be
feen at once by the beholder.  In dark-
nefs of colour, hardnefs of fkin, and
irregularity of form, it appeared like a
huge mafs of black rock. From its
motion, the circumftance of its having
animation appeared, otherwife, you
would have fancicd that it was a mound
ftretched on the fhore of the lake. The
woman
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woman, whofe hope of life was cut off
from fortune, and who withed to die,
feated herfelf on the tail of the monfter,
faintly fuppofing that by his conveyance
fhe might pafs the lake, and reach an
inhabited country. The ferpent, from
his vaft fize, did not feci her weight,
and fwimming over the lake, landed on
the oppotite coait.

The woman defcended from the
tail of the monfter with the utmoft cau-
tion, and fopped awhile that the might
offer up th.ank{;ivings to the divine
goodnels, the only heder of wounded
minds. W hen the ferpent was departed
from fight, {he again advancing her feet
in the road of toil, walked onwards.
Scarcdly hal fhe proceeded a ferfung,
when a charming fpot, of inviting beauty
and fragrance, appeared. You might
have filed ita part of paradife extended
on an carthly plain. Clear fireams of
delicioufly tafted water flowed on every

L4 fide,
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fide, like thofe of Sulfubbesl. Groupes
of various flowers were in {miling bloom,
and heavy laden fruit trees caft a kindly
fhade over the furface of the ground.
The adorning zephyr had fpread a foul-
delighting carpet of frefh verdure, on
which the purveyor of providence had
placed a divine collation of fruits in
every variety.

VERSES.

A parterre lay concealed in the lap of

every bloffom;  Every leaf appeared as
illuminated.

Waving the goblet of the full blown
rofes, the intoxicated mightingale witered
Srains of mirth,

Each parierre to the eye of the beholder
feemed as an enamelled pavilion, fhining like
chryfal.

The

* Alluding, I fancy, to the numeroas feeds of
each bloffom.



od. 18; cASBEN oF RNOWLEDGE. IE

The drops of dew am the froff-proen
verdure appeared as woift pearls forinkled

sver emeralds,

The wearied female, who was agoni-
zed by the pangs of hunger, now fatis-
fied her craving appstite with the delicious
fruits; after which the funk into repofe
under the thade of the trees, on a bed
of filky verdure, which was fofter than
velvet of adouble pile, and at laft found
folace from the fatigues of travel and
the torture of famine. After the refrefh-
ment of a long fleep fhe arofe; and fit-
ting on the mofly cufhions of eafe, rega-
led herfelf awhile in viewing the flowers
and fhrubs of this heaven-formed garden,
which, far as the profpe@ extended,
prefented an expanfe of verdant herbage,
fragrant blofloms, foul-refrefhing rivulets
and bowery trees,

While thus engaged, fuddenly ad-
vanced a numerous troop of favages,
who difperfing themfelves through the

groves
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groves, afcended the trees, and began to
pluck down thc fruit, ripe and unripe.
On beholding the garden of paradife
thus filled with mortals, the woman
became apprehenfive of fome new and
warfe misfortune than fhe had yet endu-~
red. FHaving afcended a tree, and con-
cealed herfelf among the thickeft foliage,
fhe fat down, but was fo overcome with
dread, that a univerfal trembling feized

her frame,

Suddenly a meimoon of fuperior fize,
who was diftinguifhed as chief of this
favage nation, came under the tree, and
percciving the woman between the
branches, began to ikip and dance with
pleafure.  He then commanded one of
his attendants to feize and bring to him
the unfortunate captive in the talons of
calamity. The accurfed meimoon, throw-
ing his arms about her neck, drew her
to his bofom, and began to kifs and
embrace her. At this heart-melting

event
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event, fhe fhrunk like a blade of wi-
thered grafs, and all colour fled from hes
countcnance. When the favage beheld
her thus alarmed, he treated her with
gentlenefs; and having led her to his
home, difmiffed his followers. Having
prefented  his captive with different
viands and fruits, he ufed all his
endeavours to confole and pacify her
fears. Moiitening the roots of herbs in
clayey water, he rubbed the mixture
over her whole body, which in an inftant
was healed of its fores, and foon cavered
with a new fkin more delicatc than be-
fore, fo that her form appeared in perfe®
luftre and beauty. Though fhe thus
found relief from her bodily hurts, fill
her mind was deeply wounded by being
obliged to affociate with the favage, and
life became to her as a prifon; for a
conne®ion with hateful obje@s is moft
affliing to the foul,

The
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The favage was not for an inflant
negle@ful in guarding and taking care of
his prize, who at length becoming preg-
nant, brought forth twins; when he,
fuppofing love for her children might
gradually remove her difguft to himfelf,
becamne fure of her remaining with him.
He now ventured to leave her in charge
of his hut, went upon hunting excur-
fions, and often pafled many hours of
the day abroad. The woman, at the
inftigation of policy, pretended affetion
for him, and received his carefles with
feeming pleafure and fatisfa@ion; while
inwardly fhe waited for an opportunity
to efcape.

After fome time had elapfed in this
manner, the favage, perfeétly convinced
of her affe@ion towards him, and cafting
from his mind all fufpicion, went upon
a journey of fome days to a diftant part
of the ifland, leaving the woman in
charge of the houfe with her children,

Regarding
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Regarding the opportunity of his ab-
fence as precious, fhe wandered on every
quarter, to examine the paths, and mark
a way for ecfcape. At the diftance of
two ferfungs the came to the fea fhore,
which, from certain appearances, fhe
perceived had been vifited by fhipping.
Overjoyed at this circumftance, fhe re-
turned for the prefent to the hut of her
favage mate. At every favourable op-
portunity fhe repaired to the ftrand,
in hopes of feeing a veflel; and looked
to the divine goodnefs, which is the con-
foler of the forlorn in the path of diftrefs,
for the attainment of her wifhes,

At length, onec morning, which
proved the dawning of her fuccefs,
being arrived at the fea fhore, the beheld
a fhip at a diftance, but in that fituation,
when the crew (having made ready for
departure) were juft going to weigh ane
chor, and unfurl her fails to the wind.
Trembling with apprehenfion of difap-

pointment,
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pointment, fhe haftened to the ftrand
neareft the thip, and exclaimed, I
« am an helplrfs woman, O worthippers
% of God, perfecuted by the ftrokes
« of adverfe fortune, and toffed to and
* fro by the mace of ill luck, tormented
¢ by an unfortunate ftar and unprofpe-
¢ rous planet, having experienced ad-
 verfities from unpropitious fate, and
“ am now a captive in this blood-de-
¢ wouring wild in the hands of a favage.
* For God’s fuke, have compaffion on
“ my wretched fituation, and, with
“ mercy and feeling for the helplefs,
¢ afford me deliverance from the whirl-
*« pool of calamity, and admit me under
« the fhade of your bounty.”

The fhip’s crew, not in the leaft at-
tending to the petition of the unfortu-
nate woman, aflented not to her requeft,
but replied, ** We are merchants, and
“ have a valuable capital on board. At
““ this time affifting thee would poflibly

i« he
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* be a great lofs to the owners of
« our veflel, as the army of favages
¢ might attack us and plunder our car-
¢ go. For the deliverance of one per-
¢ fon, to put a great number in hazard
 of deftruction, policy will not juftify.”

The woman, now in the greateft
anxiety, bowing her head to the duft,
exclaimed, ¢ My virtuous friends, as yet
¢ the favages are not informed of my
¢ leaving them, and you are perfedtly
“ fecure from the dangers you appre-
“ hend. For God’s fake, then, with-
¢ hold not your compaffion from me,
« who moft urgently need it. Froma
« good deed, in which your future wel-
« fare is concerned, and which may
“ caufe you great reward, refrain not.
* By that hope which you have from
* the throne of the all-rightcous God,
‘¢ ah! render me not hopelefs. Receive
« from me this emerald, as a reward
“ for your benevolence.”” They fill

puthed
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puthed the hand of réfufal aguinit her
breaft, and faid, * Wifdom will not juf~
¢ tify our hazarding the lofs of a cargo,
¢ worth more than the rewenue of an
¢ empire, for the temptation of a fingle
¢« flone. Pafs from this unbecoming
¢ requeft, and endanger us not with the
¢ hoft of favages.”

The poor woman, according to the
axiom, that the diftrefled by want are
mad, made entrcatics, beyond what can
be imagined by fancy; and as they he-
fitated, the more fhe was diftracted, being
fearful of the coming of the favages,
She knew not what fhe fhould do, or
how fhe fhould contrive, that her peti-
tion might mect acceptance.

At laft the captain of the fhip took
compaflion on the forrows and diftra®ion
of this wanderer in the mazes of misfor-
tune; and alfo the prefent of the eme-
rald was a means of his interference,

He
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He fud, < Ah! thou afflied by
% heaven, although aflifting thec at pre-
% fent may not be politically confiftent
¢ with oursown fafety, yet, feeking the
¢ approbation of God, I will afford thee
% help. Make hafle, then, deliver the
¢ emerald to my boat’s crew, and hide
¢ thyfelf in the lowelt part of the
“« yeffel.”

When the woman heard the joyful
tidings of acceptance, her pallid counte-
nance, from excefs of joy, flufhed into
the fcarlet hue of the pomegranate
flower, and the rofe-bud of her heart
expanded into bloflom from the breeze
of gladnefs. Taking the emerald from
a covering of leaves, which the had
made to conceal her nakednefs, fhe deli-
vered it to the commander’s fervants, and
like an atom of duft put in motion by
the rays of the fun, haftened exulting to
the boat; but the crew, having ob-
tained their prize, refufed her admiffion

VoL, I1. M with
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with cruelty and force; thus baming
the door of hope to her agitsted bo-
fom. On this afiGing vccurrence, the
flames of defpair raged in the mind of
the woman, already half-confumed by
the fire of forrow. Like the opprefled
by calamity, fcattering duft upon her
head, fhe rolled herfelf upon the ground
as a bird half killed, and fhedding fcald-
ing tears from her eyes upon her glow-
ing cheeks, exclaimed—

¢¢ Though you fear pot me, yet fear
¢ God. Permit not all this cruelty to
#¢ {uch an helplefs wretch as I am, for
“ in fa®t it is an injury to thyfelf.
¢¢ Dread that period, when, at the throne
“ of adivine judge, I fhall atk judgment,
** and complain of thy oppreffion.”

The captain of the fhip was alarmed,
and imprefled by this {peech, and com-
manded the wretched female, fo long a
franger to the path of repofe, to be

brought
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brought into the veflel. Beingy now
pelieved from her diftrefles, and in =
place of fafety, the gave thanks to God,
and fat down filent in a corner, her
heart being at eafe. The crew weighed
anchor, and juft as the fhip was getting
under weigh, the favage appeared on the
fhore with the two children in his arms,
attended by a numerous hoft of his fel-
lows. The failors, when they beheld
the multitude of the favages, from dread
and cowardice lofing the power of com-
mand over themfelves, were firicken
with panic. 'The woman obferving
thewr alarm, and fearing left they fhould
throw her overboard, and fubje@ her
again to the capuvity of the favages,
exerted all her courage, and {aid, < Brave
¢ failors ! it is not becoming to fhew
¢ all this terror.  Fear not, as no injury
¢ can poffibly happen to you from the
¢ {avages, for they are afraid of you,
< but laying that afide, they cannot
“¢ make any exertions in the water.”

M 2 The
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The crew, being affured of fafety,
exerted themfelves in trimming the vef-
fel, and by lucky chance a favourshle
wind arifing wafted them into deep water.
The favage then perceiving his want
of power, ftood on the fhore in a fup-
plicating attitude towards the woman,
and holding out his children, feemed
to fay; ¢ Have compaffion on their
¢« tender years and fuckling ftate, for,
s¢ after all, they are thy offspring, and
¢¢ without thee their living will be ha-
¢« zardous.” He continued to thew
figns of gricf till the fhip was out of
fight. The woman, once more eafed
of alarm, repeated grateful thankfgivings
¢to the Almighty for her deliverance.

As the changeful fky is ever produc-
ing new revolutions from its azure canopy
on the face of appearance, it fhortly
brought about an event, cruel, and moft
diftrefing to the mind. After three
day’s favourable failing, at the inftant

when
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when the golden veflel of the fun, quits
ting his anchor, wzs whelmed in the
whirlpool of the weft, fuddenly, from
the point of divine anger, a contrary
wind arofe ; which fnatching the fails of
controul from the hands of the pilot
and failors, in a few hours carried the
fhip two months paflage out of the
defired courfe, and whirled it into the
eddy of deftruction.

VERSE.

Fate will bear the veffel swhere it chnfes,
though she prlot florm and rend kus cloaths,

Though the crew, lifting up their
hands in prayer to heaven, made carneft
petitions to the awful throne of the
Divinity, acceptance was not imprefled
on the tablets of their fate, nor did any
fign of compliance appear. Decree was
not to be changed.  Suddenly a mon-
ftrous fith, Like a vaft rock, whofe bulk
and ftrength cannot any way be con-

M 3 ceived,
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ceived, Tifeed his head from the fes, and
in the twinkling of an eye rufhing again®
the devoted veflel and the ill-Rarred
crew, grafped it in his jaws. By com-
mand of the fupreme power, the fhip,
notwithftanding its bulk and flrength,
at one crath of the monfter’s teeth was
broken in pieces, like chryftal againit a
flone, the brittle glafs of the lives of
the crew fhuttered on the rocks of de-
firuétion, and all with their cargo, hur-
ried by the waves into the abyfs of
annihilation. The unfortunate and ill-
fated woman alone remained upon a
plank, which was driven by the wind
for three nights and days, with the
{wiftnefs of an arrow fhot from & bow,

On the fourth morning, when the
golden boat of heaven appeared in the
azure fea of the firmament, the plat{k
refted on the furface of the water ; and by
arder of the ever-exifting God, in-whofe
boundiefs contrivances Why and Where-

fore
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fre have no admiffion, remained ime
moveable for a night and day. You
would have fuppofed it fixed by a pon-
derous anchor.  On the fecond day, at
the fir} difperfion of the gleams of
dawn, when the gale of morning gently
waved, it fuddenly moved, and in half
an hour reaching the fhore, {pontancoufly
flopped upon the beach.

The woman now quitted the plank,
and fat down awhile upon the ftrand,
offering up thanks to God with the ut-
moft fervour of human devotion ; then,
having recovered herfelf, fhe advanced
onwards, and began to haften on the
wings of fpeed, in hopes that fhe might
condu® herfelf to a cultivated fpot, and
be gratified by the fight of population.
Far fhe journeyed, but no othcr object
appeared in view on her right and left,
except 2 wild wafte and frightful defart,
Wearinefs  overpowered her limbs; but,
as here was no defireable place of repofe,

M4 the
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fhe defpondingly proceeded. Ak Jength
fhe reached a piece of water, of trani
paregt ‘clearncis, over whofe margm
grew numerous trees laden with fruit,
the fhade of which, with the lightnefs
of the air, the moifture of the verdant
grafs, and the bloom of the flowers,
afforded her new life. Having refrefhed
herfelf with the fruit, fhe lay down to
repofe, when fleep overcame her, and
cafting his mantle over her eyes, relieved
her awhile from the viciflitudes of the
world. When fhe arofe, fhe proceeded
timidly, left in this wildernes a new
calamity fhould befal her. At length
fhe perceived under fome trees a band of
human figures, at fight of whom the
rofe-bud of her heart expanded with the
gale of rejoicing, and fhe advanced to-
wards them with exultation and defight,

When fhe approached nearer, fhe
beheld forty men and women, who, like
Adam and Eve, were naked, excepting

from
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from # flight covering of leaves round
their waifts. They refrained from fpeak<
ing, and their eyes were intent only on
the perfetions of the Divinity. Sub-
mitting to a flate of mortification and
pemance, they were employed in cone
templation of the Deity. The unfortu.
nate woman, led captive in ths army
of famine, at fight of this religious band,
who fed only on roots and herbs, was
once more plunged in defpair, and
experienced difappointment in propor-
tion to the hopes the had cherithed.

As the foul-enlightened devotees,
with minds clear as the fun, from their
internal knowledge were acquainted with
the with of the woman, they beckoned,
and pointed out to her a certain path,
which fhe purfued. Speedily a grove
of beautiful trees ftruck her view, and
underneath 2 moft tranfparent fountain,
which might be faid to originate from

the
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the fpring of Koufir.! On its, border
was 2 hut of reeds, but no one within
it; yet on the floor flood an earthen
pot upon a clay ftove with fire under it
blazing. Seeing the place empty and
the pot boiling (to her of all fights the
moft gratifying), fhe entered it with all
eagernefs, and lifted up the cover, but
found only a few leaves ftewing in water.
More defponding now than ever, from
excels of weaknefs, fhe fell down, faint-
ing under the thade of a tree.

When a fhort interval had elapfed,

a perfonage of fhining countenance,
and afpe& brilliant as the fun and moon,
flood before her. The dignified looks
of this quaffer of the wine of unity, and
diver in the feca of divinc refearch, fo
overcame the woman, that trembling
feized her frame, and fhe loft her recol-
le@ion. The heavenly youth, inwardly
enlightened, without her opening her
lips

* Oneof the rivers of Paradile.
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lipsin fpeech to relate her ftory, was ace
quainted with the fecrets of her foul, and
all her adventures, With compaffionate
gentlenefs, laying his hands upon her
head, he eafed her fears, and commanded
her to fhut her eyes. She obeyed his
orders, and on opening them, through
his life-faving kindnefs, enjoying deli-
verance from the mazes of adverfity,
found herfelf on her father’s threthold ;
and after the experience of fuch numerous
misfortunes and occurrence of fo many
calamitics, arnived at the afylum of
repofc.

It is clear, my prince, (continued the
fharok) that had not the merchant’s
daughter, (without trying the intrinfic
value of the young man’s merit on the
touchftone of experience, or proving the
juftnefs of his claims to dignity by proper
enquiries} bound herfelf in the knot of
matrimony, fhe would not have become a

butt
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butt for the arrow of calamity, or &
target for the darts of misfortune.

VERSE.

Sorrew heavily loads thofe who are rafh
in underiakings. Take juft aim when thow
letseft fly at the mark, rather tham exers fupe-
rior force umieceffurily.

Look not upon thy enemy as defpi-
cable; left, like the Prince of Geelaun,
thou become branded over the world
with fhame and dithonour.  The prince
enquircd the ftory of the chief of Gec-
laun ; and the fharok related the follow-
g tale,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIX.

et —.

STORY OF
THE PRINCE OF GEELAUN,
AND THE KING MOUSE.

Ancnm-r hiftorians have related,
that in paft times, owing to the vicifh~
tudes of fortune and the revolutions of
the fkies, in a2 wildernefs on the confines
of Geelaun, a Moufe being feated on the

throne
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throne of empire, extendedithe fltnde of
his command over all the'wild beaffh and
reptiles of the vicinity. A fox being
entrufted with the important office of his
prime minifter, exerted the utmoft a&i-
vity in conduéing and regulating the
affairs of his kingdom.

VERSE.

Gracious heaven! wih fuch a wizier,
and fuh a monarch, why fhould not the
emprre be weil governed ?

Enguire not the caufe why heaven pro.
sells the infigmficant, for s favour is s
means without a caufe apparcnt.

By chance, a caravan pafling through
the wildernefs, a camel belonging to the
cafilla fallar,' through fatigue and weak-~
nefs being exhaufted, funk under his
heavy burden, and was left behind in the
defart.  When he had forgotten the

ftrokes

¢ Chief of the caravan,
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mm and the painfulnefs
&“@lc&-&dﬂh‘ having grwed on the
verdant forage of divine mercy, in a fhort
time he grew fat, and began to look fleck.
The fox having obtained intelligence of
his fituation, reprefented it to the mo-
narch moufe, faying,

¢ In the dominions of your majetty,
¢ g camel of broken mahar,* delivered
¢ from the burden of the pack-faddle,
¢ has taken up his abode; and in that
¢ part of the wood particularly appro-
¢ priated to the royal ufe, commits de-
¢¢ predations on the trees and fruits of
¢ which your majefty delights to eat.
*¢ Whatever pleafes his tafte, without
¢ fear or dread, he devours. Without
¢ your majefty’s permiffion, his eftab-
“ lifhment in thefe dominions cannot
¢ accord with the di&ates of policy;
‘¢ becaufe, if fuch a ftrong and bulky
L1 mml
& A bridle formed of a ftick pafling through the
aoftrils, o each end of which & cord w tied.



194 SBARAR-DANUIN; OR, £H.3V.

< animel fhonld lopg rosm thus athis
¢« pleafore, in procefs of time he will

£ 13

grow powerful, and, the fumes of fcif-

¢ conceit and vanity curling in his brain,

«”

€<
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he may entertain the defign of wroft-
ing the empire from your majefty’s
poffeflion, and extend the hand of
rebellion on the royal domains. At

¢ fuch a time, to reprefs him will be

£ 14
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arduous; for when contention has
once opened her eyelids, to plunge
her again into flumber is exceedingly
difficult. It is therefore advifeable
that your majefty fummon him to the
prefence, that in perfon being threat-
ened with the royal difpleafure, he
may be terrified from fuch unbecom-
ing condu. If, by the direQion of
his lucky ftars, he fhould bow his
head in humility and fubmiffion to
authority, your majefty having linked
him in the chain of your dependants,
may diftinguith him by favemr; for,
to draw over fuch a powerful animal

s to
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to the royal fervice is highly beneficial
to your interefts, and may prove the
caufe of refpe@t and awe for your
authority.  If, from foolith pride and
empty conceit, he fhould luok with a
vaunting ¢ye upon his bulk and
ftrength, and deviate from the right
path of fubmiffion and liege obedience,
now (as hc has not acquired much
power, or confpired with the factious)
it will be proper for the royal wildom
to plan the extinétion of rebellious
flame, and by degrees to overturn the
bafis of his exiftence by ftratagem; in
order that it may be apparent to the
world, that oppofition to {uperiors,
and placing the feet in the path of
enmity to princes, is to court felf-de-
ftrudtion, and plunge into the gulph

of ruin.

VERSE.

‘& To oppofe the will of the monarch,
is to wafh thy hands in thy oun bloed.”
VOL. 11. N The
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The king moufe, approving his pru-
demt vizier's advice, commanded the at-
tendance of the camel, and the fox
undertaking the bufinefs himfelf, by art
and cunning having drawn the mahar of
obedicnce through the nofe of the camel,
condudted him to the impertal court.
The camel, when he faw only a moufe,
was not imprefled with his dignity, and
paccd off agam without notice, upon
which the little king, feeling this affront
as a caufe of degradation in the eyes of

his courtiers and dependants, thus ad-
drefled the fox :

“ O loyal vizier, although thy adwice

* is doubtlefs always founded on fidelity
“ and attachment, yet notwithftanding
¢ thy wifdom and fage policy, this affair
¢ has turned out contrary to the laws of
« propriety. As the form of our gra-
‘“ cious perfon is fomewhat diminutive,
“ though the penctrative of ghjsx and
¢ judges of intrinfic worth may cmw;t:
¢ the
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thie dighity of our nature, yet the wor-
thippers of appearance, judging only
from outward objeéts, are nut endow-
ed with fuch happinefs. The ftupid
camel was not worthy of the honour
of admiffior to our prefince, and the
Bringing of him to our court was
departing from the circle of prudence.
Perhaps he might unfecing have hal

fome dread of us in his mind, but

now tt hos vanithed in an inflant,
pride is encreafed in his bofom, and
the unreflecting partizans of faction
have now the means of difturbance
and rebellion.””

The fox replied, ¢ lct not‘the
heart of your majefty admit alarm
from this umlucky accident, for though
this beaft is ftrong, and from his
crooked nature has ftrength in his
ncck, vet, agree%ﬂy to the axiom that
mry overgrown body is a fool, he is
unendowed by wifdom. Hence it is

N2 that
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¢ that an infant, putting the mahar
s¢ through his roftrils, leads him where
« he pleafes. With all his ftrength,
¢ his heart is cowardly. By God’s
« will, I will fpeedily fubje@ him to
¢ your majefty’s authority, and feat
¢« him on the knee of fubmiffion in
s¢ the clafs of your dependants.”

In fhort, the camel with content of
mind roamed through the wildernefs, and
lived in perfet cafe and fatisfaction,
while the fox was daily ftretching the
cords of deceit, and laying fnares to
entangle him. At length, the eamel
one day out of greedine(s, the vileft of
all;faults, lifting up his head, brouzed
the'branches of a tree, and, the ftring of
his mahar entangling in them, his head
remained hanging. The unfortunate beaft
began to cry out; when the fox, learning
his condition, a inted the monarch
moufe, who, rifing Wom his throne, ad-
vanced with joyful exultation. Afcending

the
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the tree, and fitting on the branch near
the camel, he vauntingly addreffed him,
faying ;  Happy beaft! that feafteft
s thus on delicious fruits.” The fox
next exclaimed, ¢ Ignorant wretch, fuch
“ is the confequence of thy difobe-
« dience. Hadt thou bowed thy
« head i fubmifion ta his majefty, and
* fought an afylum under the fhade
 of his protedtion, thou hadit not this
¢ day, with fuch difgrace and helplefs.
¢ nefs, been taken captive in the fnare
¢ of adverfity. There 15 now no other
« alternative but to liy thyfelf refigned
“ on the dufl of eonthslation.”

't he cumdl now, from his great folly
and cowardice, began to cry out, and
fud, * Though great crunes have been
‘“ committed by me, yet I now alk
“ pardon for my faults. With inward
 fidelity, 1 proftrate myff at his
“ majefty's throne, and feck refuge
¢ under the fhade of your lordfhip's

N 3 ¢ bounty.

”
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“ hounty: If, covering my offenees and
¢ errors with the mantle of forgivenefs;
¢ they will deliver me from this calas
“* mity, and receive me under the fha-
‘« dow of their mercy, it will not be
¢ deviating from therr auguft virtues.™

The moufe, having honoured the
requeft of the camel with aflent, tore in
pieces with his teeth the rope of the
mzhar entangled among the branches,
and rcheved him from his diftrefs. The
ftupid long-necked animal, having return-
ed proper thanks, bowed his head to the
authority of the little long-tailed, fhort-
necked  fovereign, and, with all his
bulk and fuperior fize, fubmitted to
the moufe; who, from fwelling exule-
ation, could fearcely contain himfelf in
his hole. He ordered the camel to graze
all day at his pleafure, and, at night at-
tending at the prefence, to guard the
royal apartments.

Some
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Some time after this, the woodcutters
of the prince of Geelaun, feeing the camel
in the foreft without an owner, feized and
condu®ed him to the prince’s fmbles;
of which the fox being informed, repre-
fented the 2fuir to the fublime aulience.
The little hero of the field of viciffitude
was enraged at the occurrence, and the
next day, when the weodcutters re-
turned to work, addreffed them from his
hole, faying, * Without any caufe of
“« gdifpute, to lay the foundation of en-
¢ mity and contention is unbecoming 4
“ noble mind, and generofity of foul.
© Wifdom dectates, that your mafter
€« peturn me the <oamel, and avoid fhed-
¢« ding the blood of the innocent. If
¢ this is not done, regarding himfelf
“ as ifecure fromy my vengeance, let
““ him prepare for war, for I will not by
¢ any means depart from my claim.”
The woodcutters were overwhelmed
with aftonifhment at this terrific addrefs
from the mouft, which had not the leaft

N 4 accord-
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accordance with his nature ; and, as a mi-
racle, reprefented it to the prince; whe
laughed at it as ridiculous, and forbad
his courtiers to talk of it.

When intelligence of this reached
the king of the mice, he addreffed the
fox, by way of learning his opinion;
faying, ¢ It cannot be anyways confiftent
‘ with the inftitutes of dignity and com-
“ mand to fubmit to thefe affronts;
¢ therefore, our wife refolve is taken to
““ call together the commanders of our
“ forces, and prepare n the beft man-
“ ner for this important undertaking.
* Having colle®ed the requifites for
¢ warfare and defence, we will march to
* battle.”  The vizier according in
opir.on with his majefty, an army fo vaft,
that to count its numbers the moft fubtile
arithmeticians confeffed themfelves in-
capable, foon furrounded the imperig)
throne. The whole plain of the cowntry
was covered with mice,

Firft
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Firft of ail, by dire®ion of the vizier,
it was refolved to undermine the treafury
of the enemy, and carry off all his mo-
ney. This was effe@ed in a fhort time;
fo that nothing remained in the vaults of
the prince of Geelaun, buttorn bags and
moufe-caten chefts : while the treafurers
had not the leaft fufpicion of the theft.
This important obje@ being happily at-
tained, the king commandel his vizier
to look out for fome fon of man graced
with the jewels of ability, who mighe
take upon him the further operations of
the war, and rufc an army of mortals
for his majefty’s furvice.

By chance, a diftrefled foldier of for-
tune, with his brethren and dependants,
having left his home in fearch of em-
ployment, paffed through the defart,
where he beheld numbers of mice fkip-
ping about, and playing, with golden
coins in their mouths. The officer, much
diftreffed, and fo poor that he would have

let
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let iy his. arrow at the {mall morfel of
a cat, Jonged by any means in his power
to feize the money from the little ani~
mals.: Suddenly, a venerable moufe-~
popping his head from his hole, addrefled
him, faying, < My lord, the fpittle of
 ardent longing feems to flow from
¢ thy mouth. If thou defireft in fpite
« of fortune to enjoy the goods of the
«« world, and acquire much money, enter
¢ into our fervice, and at once be rich
* in filver and gold.”’

The young captain, regarding the
opportunity as moft happy, now found
his ftar fortunate. Through the medi-
ation of the moufe, he was introduced
to the whifkered monarch; who agreed
to allow him a fum, far exceeding his
hopes or deferts, for which he figned an
immediate order on his fecret treafures;
and having conferred upen him the im.
portant fiation of gemeraliffimo, recom-

mended



CH. 1§. GARDEN OP'ENOWLEDOE. 20%

mended the utmoft fpeed in lewying
forces, and collecting flores of war,

The officer immediately wrote to all
his friends and comrades of his wonderful
adventure, obferving, thatat a time when
virtue and liberality had deferted from
among mankind, encouragement and
generous treatment were only to be found
in the fervice of the king of mice, who
poffeffed immenfe fecret treafures and
buried hoards of wealth. Bafely-minded
men, who are naturally the flaves of
money, regarding the opportunity of
acquiring it as moft precious, now col-
le®ted from all quarters; fo that in 2
fhort time a great army was embodied,
and all the requifites for offenfive ope-
rations in readinefs,

The king of the mice, attended by
kis motley hoft, turning the reins of ex-
pedition againft the Prince of Geelaun,
now marched from his fubterrancows

capital,
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capital, and founded the drums of valour
in the field of war. The prince, whofe
ears till now were filled with the cotton
of fupinenefs, opened his eyes at the
noife of the drums from the heavy, flupor
of neghgence, and having {ummoned
his mumfters and generals to an aflembly
of counul, confulted with them on the
extinion of the flames of difturbance,
faymg, ¢ Though in this manfion of
“ viaffitude ftrange events occur, yet
““ fuch a ndiculous one as the prefent
15 very vexatious. To be engaged
“ againft a moufe 1s truly difhonouring.
¢« However, having confidered well what
¢ is neceffary to be done, let us form
*“ our plans.”’

The council reprefented, that fince the
encmy had beaten the drums of war,
there was no remedy but to hght up the
flames of battie. Upon which the prince,
ordering out his troops, commanded
his flores to be opened, and the fums

neceffary
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neceflary for warlike difburfements to be
iffued ; but when the gates of his treafures
were unfolded, the path of his hopes be-
came obftru&ted, for, not a veftige of
the flolen money remamned. Remedilefs,
having for the prefent fatisfied his troops
with promifes, he marched from his
capital, and planted the ftandard of war
in oppofition to his enemy’s on the ficld
of battle.

When the golden moufe of heaven
had defcended into the cave of the weit,
the king of the muce commanded his
body-guards to exccute  fecret expedition
which he had comnutted to them. The
army of mice, more numerous than fwarms
of pifmires, or flights of locufts, having
in the night entered the enemy’s camp,
gnawed to pieces with their teeth the lea-
thers of the ftirrups, the reins of the
bridles, the parchment of the drums,
the bow-ftrings, and, in like manner,
whatever they found made of leather or

cloth.
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cloth. Having completely finiflhed their
defigns, they returned triumphant to the
eamp of their fovercign; who, at this
¥mportant crifis, drawing out his human
athes in line of battle, marched at their
head, and commanded them like heroes
to difplay their valour.

The fpies of the prince informed
him of the motions of the enemy to
furprife his camp; upon which he com-
manded the heralds and generals to
prepare the various divifions of the army,
and make ready for battle. The troops,
on haftening to form, were confounded
at the damage done to their faddles and
wexpons, and panic-firicken at  their
forlorn condition. The bands of the
fovereign monfe, regarding the confufion
of the enemy as the forerunner of vicory
and fuccefs, charged with furious valour,
and in an inflant made whole {quadrons
z mercilefs facrifice to their fharp fabres.
The furvivors reganding efeape as moft

precious
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precious, meafured the road of flight,
and faved their lives by dithonour. The
prince, with much difficulty and difgrace
having efcaped from the field, fhut him-
felf up in his citadel; leaving all his
effe@s, tents and royal equipage an of-
fering to the plunder of the conquerors.

When the warrior of heaven, with
golden {cymetar, aroie from the borders
of the fkies to fubdue the world, the
prince, out of humility having difpatched
an ambaffador, requefted, that without
the feizure of his country, he might be
received under the fhadow of protection:
and the king of mice, notwithftanding
his meanncfs of nature, agrecably to the
axioms of the liberal, pra@ifing the laws of
generofity and difplaying magnanimity,
fent back all the plunder, and faid;
“ Qur motive for kindling the flames
« of flaughter was not the conqueft of
< your dominions, but reftoration of our
‘¢ camel.”

The
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The prince efteeming this.demand
as moft aufpicious, having caparifoned
the camel in gorgeous houfings, trap-
pings fet with jewels, and a filkken mahar,
difpatched him to the prefence of the
king of mice; and opening the doors
of apology, made many excufes in order
to obtain pardon of his faults, which
was granted. The king of mice, hav-
ing returned vi®orious and triumphant
to his fubterraneous capital, difmiffed his
human auxilaries with fatisfactory re-
wards ; and the camel, as before the war,
was allowed to forage at large in the
wildernefs, having the higheft rank of
nobility conferred upon him by his
fovereign; who, from his unexpected
fuccefs, exalted his head to the fummit of
the fkies, and notwithftanding his fhort-
nefs of neck, from felf opinion and pride,
acted as if cats were notin exiftence.”

{4

* Dow’s paraphrafe of this tale, though con-
taining very hatic of the original, is certainly fupe-
rior to it :n invemticn znd entertainment. He

concludes
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If the prince of Geelaun, at firft
not contemning the moufe, had prepared
to eradicate the’ caufe of quarrel and re-
pel his enemy, by a very hittle attention,
the blaze of difturbance might have
been extinguithed, and all this dif-
grace and humuliation would not have
happened to his fortunes. Had he chofen
to quench the fire of enmuty by the waters
of copcihation, that depended only on a
ﬁ# camel; or if he had bent his at-
tention properly to the deftrucion of s
enemy, one cat would have cffeted the
object, As he deviated from the maxims
of the prudent, fwhoadvife that an ene-
my fhould never be defpifcd an « purfued
the paths of negligence and fcif-conedit,
he fuffered the evil confequences of fuch
conduct.

VOL. I1. o VERSE.

concludes it by making the fox virer fhut up the
monarch moufe in a cheefe, while he ufurped ail
posver g0 humfclt.
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VERSE,

Be an enemy humble “or powerful, con
sempt of him is a great error,

Defpsfe not an inferior opponent, for thou
mayefp be conquered sf thou watch him not
sarrowly.

The feorpion is a more dangerous enemy
than the ferpent s for the ome is a fecrety the
obher an open one.

Thirdly, my prince, (continued the
Sharok) never difclofe thy fecrets to a
woman; that, like the merchant’s fon,
thou mayeft not be involved in everlafting
regret. The prince enquired the flory
of the merchant’s fon, and the fharok
related the following tale.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XX.

R e
STORY OF

The Merchant’s Son and the Peries.

I'r is related, that in a city of
Hindooftan there was a merchant who
had a fon in the bloom of youth. The
young man one day, owing to his inex-
perienced years, in argument with his
father, having loofened the bridle of re-

012 fpe&
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fpe@ from his hands, was impertinent
beyond meafure, and paffed the bounds
of difcretion.  From his improper
fpeeches the anger of the father became
raifed, and, in the warmth of paffion, he
drove him from his houfe; which the
fon, in the ftubborn intoxication of youth-
ful folly and falfe honour, haughtily
quitted ; and chufing the life of a col-
linder, rubbed his face over with afhes,
and committing himfelf to wandering
about the world, meafured the path of
travel.

On the firft day, however, as he
was but little accuftomed to the hard-
thips of travelling and the inconveniences
of abfence from home, before he could
reach a ftage, he became tired, and the
impreflions of wearinefs affefted his
limbs. Dcfponding, he quitted the high
road, and reclined himfelf at the foot of
a tree, on the margin of a picce of
WAter.

At
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At the clofe of day, when the world-
Homing fim, having finifhed his courfe
round the globe, had retired to his weft-
ern abode, four doves alighted from a
tree on the edge of the water, which
proved to be Peries, who had taken
upon them the form of thofe binds,
Having now affumed their natural thapes,
they laid afide their vefture, and employ-
ed themfelves in fportive bathing.  The
merchant’s fon obferving this, advanced
foftly, and taking up their garments, hid
them in the hollow of a tree, behind
which he far coucealed.  The Pertes,
after a fhort interval afcending from the
water, became much ditrefled st the mis-
fortune of lofing their cloaihs, and ran
on every file mournfully in f{earch, tili
at laft they beheld the young man, whom
they befought with prayers and cntreaties
to return their garments.

The youth did not meet their peti-
tion with acceptance, but fud, ¢ Till
03 « fuch

e
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¢ fuch times as my objed fhall be fatis-

¢ fied by you, it is impofiible that your
«¢ requeft fhould receive compliance.”
The Peries replied, « If thy withes de-
« pend upon us, we will not withhold
« our afliftance.” Upon which the
youth continued, faying, ¢ My defire
¢ is, that one of you fhould confent to
¢ live with me as a companion, and
« agree to the union of marriage.”” The
Peries anfwered, ¢ Rafh young man, as
« the Almighty Creator has formed our
«¢ bodics of fire, and your’s of water and
¢« clay, with fuch difference of natures,
< how can the knot of union be tied?
“ Give up thefe unreafonable defires,
“ and depart from fuch unattainable
¢ wifhes, for they never can be fatis-
¢« fied.”

The young man, not in the leaft at-
tending to their eloquence, preffed his
defires, and became more importunate
for the fulfilment of his demands.

Pointing
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Pointing to one of the Peries, much
handfomer and younger than the reft, he
faid, ‘¢ Refign this angel to me, and I
«« will give up the raiment of the reft.”
The *Peries, on account of their dif-
trefied fituation, having confented, took
leave of their fifter, who, remedilefs,
and diftrefled at feparation from her com-
panions, as well as the calamity of being
compelled to affociate with one of @
different nature, thed floods of tears.
They ftrove to confole her, faying,
¢ Since this fentence upon thee has
« been entered 1n the volume of di-
“ vin: will, what remedy 1o there, and
« what can we do in the affiuin * Allow-
“ ing that we fhould all be taken
¢ captive, what good would 1t do thee?™

The young man having thus gained
the Perie by his flratagem, gave up the
raunent of the reft, who fled uway.
Having adorned his captive with rich
cloaths and valuable jewdls, he regand-

0 4 ed
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¢d hergompany as the chief good of life,
and fudied to gain her affections night
and day; withdrawing net his eyes for
an inftant from gazing on her heart-
ravifhing countenance, and laying ‘afide
all bufinefs but that of love for her
charms, he unremittingly quaffed from
the cup of pleafure the winc of delight;
and, gathering from the rofe-bufh
of her beauty the flowers of rapture,
like the nightingale, exulted with ec-
ftacy, and, as that bird when falcinated,
made his tongue melodious with the
following ftrain.

VERSL.

Moake my cup fparkle, O cupbearer, with
the briltancy of the wine; tell the minftrel
that fortune 15 favouralic to my defires.

In procefs of time, the Perie alfo,
from conftant aflociation, was attached
to the young merchant, and placed her
foot in the path of regard and her head

on
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on the carpet of affetion ; till at length
fhe bore children, when human cuftoms
began to pleafe her. She now feemed
to enjoy the acquaintance of her huf-
band’s female relatives and neighbours,
and engaged in the management of do
meftic concerns witn a chearful eounte-
nance. ‘The young man now cift from
his mind all doubts of her affection,
and his hecart became affurcd of he#
lowe and astachment.

It chanced after a peried of ten years,
that misfortunes affavlted the young
merchant, and his property became ex-
ceedingly reduced. Remedikcfs, i order
to gain a hvehhood and find out means
of fubfiftence, having made preparations
for a long voyage, he fubmtted his mind
to the pangs of feparation, and commit-
ted the Perie to the care of an aged
matron, whem he regarded as deferving
of confidence.  To her m private, hav-
ing pointed out the {pot where he kept

the
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the Peries® original raiment buried, he
revealed the important fecret of his ad-
venture; and having repeated his ad-
monition to ufe proper caution in guard«
ing her charge, placed the foot of
departure in the ftirrup of travel, and
purfued his journey.

The Perie, now bccome the partner
of forrow, would often complain to her
old domeftic of the pangs of abfence, and
in the agony of grief utter expreffions
of regret, which the matron beleving
real, ufed endeavours to confole her
mind, and would fay, ** Confent not to
« dim thy moon-like afpe, the envy of
the fun, with the wanc of forrow ; or,
like the moth, confume thy heart and
¢ hfc in the blaze of the lamp of de-
fpondency, but take courage, for the
‘¢ dark night of abfence will foon come
““ to an end, and the bright dawn of in-
¢ terview gleam from the horizon of
< divine bounty.”

From
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From the occurrences of Providence,

the Perie, having one day bathed, was
drying her amber-{cented trefles with a
corner of her veil, when the aged do-
meftic, being ftruck with her dazzling
beauty and numerous charms, opened her
lips in admiration and praife. The Perie
upon this exclaimed, “ Ah! nurfe,

€<
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though you think my prefent charms
great, yct had you feen me in my na-
tive raiment, you would have witnefl~
ed what beauty and grace the divine
Creator has beflowed on Peries; for
know, that we arc among the moft
finithed portraits on the tablets of
exiftence. If, then, thou defireft to
behold the fkill of the divine artift, and
admire the wonders of creation, bring
the robes which my hufband has kept
concealed, that I may wear them for
an inflant, and fhew thec my native
beauty, the like of which no human
eye, but my Lord’s, hath gazed
upon.”

Thefe
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‘Thefe fool-enfnaring remarks tempt-
ed the nurfe out of the circle of that
prudence and caution requifite to a dif-
tinguithing judgment ; fo that fhe in-
fantly arofe, and taking the robes out of
the hole, prefented them to the Perie,
who eagerly put them on, and, as a bird
efcaped from a cage, expanded her wings,
and having exclaimed <« Farewell,”
foared aloft towards her native regions.
Though the matron, like the affliéted by
fome fudden calamity, feattering duft
upon her head, uttered loud entreaties
and complaints, they had no effe&t upon
the liberated Perie, for a bird who has
broken the fnare will never return to it.

When the merchant’s fon, returning
from his journey, reached his houfe,
and found no figns of the rofe of enjoy-
ment an the tree of hope, but the lamp
of blifs extinguithed in the chamber of
felicity, he became as the Perie firicken,®

a reclufe

® That 1, poflefled by an evil {piriz,
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a reclufe in the cell of madnefs. Bs.
aithed from the path of underftanding, he
remained loft to all the bounties of far-
tune, and the ufeful purpofes of life.

It is clear (continued the fharok)
that had not this rafh deviator from the
road of wifdom entrufted the precious
gems of his fecrets to the old nurfe,
he would not have fullied the head of
his fortune with the afhes of adverfity,
or thed the clear water of his enjoy-
ments on the ground of difappoiatment
neither, having given fuch a thawbauz Y
of good luck from his hands, would have
become a wanderer in the wilds of
calamity.

Foutthly, if by chance, profperity,
greater by comparifon than that of ano-
ther, thould become thy lot, be not
felf-fecure of it’s continuance, that, like
the young thief, thou mayeft not lofe

the

¥ The royal Faulcon,
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the treafure of thy life in the plain of
deftru@®ion. The prince enquired the
flory of the thief, and the fharok related
as follows.*

= Dow has contrived to mingle this flory and
that of the Thaef, following next, in one, with only
here and there a fentence of the onginal,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXI.

D )

STORY OF

THE THIEF.

Tm: depictors of occurrences, and
expounders of the characters of events,
have thus drawn the flourifhes of the
following curious hiftory on the chapter
of relation,

in
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In an empire of the regions of the
wotld, there was a king, in whofs
mind a fondnefs for jewels, like love for
the fun in the dufty atom,* was ftrongly
imprefled. A fizht of a clear ruby,
like the fumes of fparkhing wine, would
fill his foul with rapture; and he re-
garded pearls as more precious than the
teeth of ruby-lipped maidens with rofy
checks. On this account, having colle@-
ed together all the jowels in his treafury,
he would ficquently place them at once
in his view, that he might have the
pleafure of examinming the particular
beauties of cach. The officers entruft-
ed with the carc of them, by repeatedly
carrying them from the treafury, un-
packing and repacking them daily, were

unable

1 To urderfland this figure, perhaps it may
be neceflary 1o requeft the reader to ebferve the
beautital inchasd cllumn canfed by the fon's
rays of partiies on duft m & room, 1h which

every vatiety of gem leerns to float in inceflant
motion,
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unable to bear farther fatigue, and often
from the weaknefs of human nature,
(on which falure and omiffion are at-
tendant,) fhewed a flownefs which fub-
Jelted them to reproof, and occafioned
diffatisfacion in the king’s mind. In
order, thercfore, to enjoy his withes
without the difhculty of labour and in-
terruption of trouble, he commanded
the goldfmiths fkilful as Samri and per-
fet in their art, who had given exqui-
fite fpecimens of their elegant work-
manthip in gold and jewelry, that they
fhould make a fith of gold, clegantly
fhaped and nicelv formed, on which
fhould be fet the moft precious jewels,
and the cleareft pearls feleéted from the
royal treafures, the prime raritics of the
mines and occan. Whatafith! It was
in itfelf an inconceivable treafure. 1 he
feales were comp:)fcd of rubies and
pearls, and its fins of diamonds and
other precious ftones.  All creation,

voL. . P from
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from the moon down to a fith,” was cap-
tivated by its unparalleled elegance. The
ocean fhrunk into the fand from envy
of its beauty, and the diamond mines
funk ftill Jower at view of its brilliancy.
Its fplendour made the Pifces of heaven
dive into the vafe of humiliation, and
the fith of Koufir and Tunfeem® ac-
knowledged their inferiority.  From the
water of its own brilliancy, it wanted
not the ftreams of Paradife; and as by
its beauty 1t captivated the hearts
of heroes [ike Alexander, it had no
occafion for the fountain of Khizzer.!
In fhort, the fame of it, hke the liber-
ality of the king, reached the extremities
of the globe, and, like his imperial glo-
ry, pervaded the world.

A thief,

Y A punan the text; Mah Hanilying the moon
and a £ifh.

¢ Rivers of Mahurmmud's paradife.

* The fourtain fabulous of the water of im.
motialiiy.
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Ay thief,—who was a profeffor in his
art, and by his confummate fkill in rob-
bing could fleal the golden rays of the
fun warm from the heavenly crucible,
filch the ruby from the reins of Sol ere
it could reach the womb of the mine,
foatch the liquid pearl from the Nei-
faun* before it could enter the fhell of the
oyfter, and draw up the fign pifies from
the feven coerulean feas,—having intcth-
gence of the fith, in order to prove his
fuperiority 1n thicvith art, and fhew his
prowefs in knavery, formed the refolution
of flealing it. Fixing the fuddle of in-
tent on the fteed of refolve, he courfed
over the expanfive plains of ¢anrnvance.
Having meafured the roval palace with
the line of contemplation, he murked
well the place where to enter, and
where to make his efeape.

When

)
to

¢ Showers, whofe drops fallicg int ihe oviler,
are fuppofed to generate the peal,
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When the golden #fh of the fky
had dived into the fountain of the weft,
and night exalted her fable canopy over
the world, this celebrated traveller of
darknefs, taking with him his imple-
ments of robbery, paced round the
fortrefs, in order to try the alertnefs of
the guards and wakefulnefs of the centi-
nels. FEvery where he heard repeated
the cry of ¢“Take care!” and on all
fides refounded the watch-words, « Be
vigilant, be watchful.” He therefore
neceflarily fat down in a corner, wait-
ing for favourable opportunity, till at
length the fecrets of the heart of dark-
nefs began to be revealed, and the adorner
of time bound over the fable head of
night a gem-befpangled fillet of lucid
dew-drops ; or, in other words, half the
night had pafled away. The centinels
now, from the damp of the dew and the
coldne(s of the air, having drawn their
cowls over their heads, between fleep
and wakeing pronounced their challenges,

faintly
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faintly as the found which murmurs from
an empty veflel.

At this crifis, the courageous thicf,
extending himfelf on the ground and
winding on his belly like the ferpent,
reached the walls of the fortrefs.  Hav-
ing unfolded from his writ a long
cummund,' twifted and entwined as the
curly treffes of the fair, he threw it over
the battlements, and with the agility of
a ropedancer fwarmed up to the parapet,
from which i.¢ let himfelf down into the
fort. Having entered the fleeping a-
partment of the king, he bebeld him
repofing on the couch of profperity, and,
like the plancr of his cnemics, immer{ed
in fleep. A lump ftood on the floor,
and the fith (on account of which the
thief had mounted, as it were the Jadder
of the fkies, and dufcended again to
carthj lay under the pillow. A hand-
maiden, beautiful as the Peries, was

P 3 gently

TA rope v, ha hook or reofe at tae end.
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gently rubbing with her hand, foft and
delicate as the rofe-leaf, the king’s feet,®
advancing lightly, the thief concealed
himfelf behind a curtain, till flecp had
overpowered the damfel, and reclining
her head, the funk to reft. Gently fnatch-
ing her veil from her fhoulders, he
covered himfelf with it, and performed
the fame office for the Sdltaun that fhe
had been engaged in. When a fhort
time had clapfed, the king turned him-
felf on his fide, when the ghief feizing
the opportunity drew the fifi from under
the pillow, and quitting the fortrefs in
the manner he had entered, efcaped un-
obferved through the midft of the drowfy

guards.

As the fith, from its length, could
not be concealed under his arm in day-
light, and the gates of the city were

yet

t The Afiatics in general, have a domeftic to rub
and pat the feet while they flecp,  They fay it pro-
motes circulacion.
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yet fhut, the cunning thief thought
within himfelf, and faid, < At this fea-
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fon, when might affords privacy under
her fable nuantle ahke to the robber
and thofe who keep the vigils of
prayer, not to finith my undertaking
and keep the precivus fith in the
town, 1s to wath my hands in my
own blood. The %ing muft foon find
out his lofs, and the ftrcteft fearch
will be made, the aty gates will not
be opened, by way of preventing
cleape, and [ may be caught with my
fith in the net of deft-uction. Sup-
pofing, ho.over, that onthe (mile of
dawn, they fhowld open the gates,
m the light of duy © wttempt con-
veving fuch a prey as this, which is
as wall known by uts brilliancy to the
world, as the moon, is departing
from the circle of prudence.”

Having at length formeld an artful

ftratagem, he wrapped the fih in th

ro4 veil,
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veil, which he had taken from the dam-
fel, as a reward for fupplying her office,
in the form of a fhroud over a dead
infant, and covered it with wreaths of
white flowers flolen from the houfe of a
gardener. After the manner of thofe
affii®ed by fudden calamity, with all
violence and clamour raifing his voice
in mournful exclamations, he came to
the city gates. The guards enquired,
faying, ** Who art thou? and on whofe
«¢ account doft thou lament ?”* To which
he anfwered, “I am a poor wretch,
« without property, of empty purfe,
¢« perfecuted by the fickle fkies, and
¢ ruined by cruel fortune. I had a fon,
“ who prattled {weetly as the paroquet,
¢ who was as a wnightingale giving the
¢ mclody of a garden to my lowly hut,
« and whe made the blighted buds of
‘¢ my defponding heart to bloflom into
<¢ the flowers of chearfulnefs. This night
& he died of the fmall pox, and left
¢ me captive in the fnares of grief, and

<« my
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my heart feared ike the tulip by the
wounds of forrow and defpair. As I
was unable to procure the requifites
for laying out and cnthrouding after
the manner of my relations and equals,
I became fearful of the taunts of my
enemies and fncers of my acguaint-
ance ; fo that ¥ was anwious at 2 filent
hour, like the prefent, to lay him in
the grave, and comnut him to repofe
in the cradle of the tomb, in order
that my relations and friends might
not be informed of my poverty, and
that my heart, alrcady torn into 2
thoufand picces by the death of my
child, fhould not be pierced with
the {corpion fting of ridicule, which
would be an aggravation of my for-
rows, and add the fcandal of the

malicious to the poignancy of my
grief.”’

One of the guards, agreeably to his

furly nature, beginning to growl like a

cur,
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cur, faid, “ At this midnight hour, te
¢ open the gates of the city walls with-
¢ out the orders of the magiftrate to
“ fuch a poor wretch as thee, can be
“ of no advantage. Sit down quiet-
< ly, therefore, till the dawn of morn~
“ ing; refran from thy nonfenfical
¢ lamentations, and do not unreafonably
« difturb our dehghtful repofe. Unlefe
¢« thou defireft a found drubbing, do
“ not, like the frantic, make fuch a
« bawling.”” The thicef for an inftant,
heaving a cold figh from his inflamed
heart, fat down to wait the attainment
of his wifhes, but immediately after,
burfting into louder complaints than
ever, raifed fuch a clamour, that the
guards all together abufed him, and
opencd upon him the portals of reviling
and threats. The well-experienced thief,
bowing himfelf before them with humi-
liation and entrcaty, began to pray for
mercy, and faid; <« Ah! ye light
“ walkers on the fhore of chearfulnefs,

‘“ have
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¢ have compaffion upon me involved
¢ in the whirlpool of grief and forrow,
¢« and avoid the tormenting path of the
« afflicted, who have the pangs of de-
¢ fpair imprefled in the footfteps of their
< fouls.” At icngth, the guards, when
they faw that unle s they opened the
gates, and got nd of this troublefome
interruption, 1t w.as impotlible to enjoy
the fweets of fleep fiom his damorous
vociferation, remedilefs, let him through,
and difmiffed him.

-

As it happened, another moft fkilful
thief, mumately verfed in the mytreries
of chicancry and profeffor of the cheat-
ing art, having formed a love connection
with a looft woman who lived near the
gate, was cnjoying her company, when
he heard the fugned lamentations of
his brother robber.  From his experi-
ence he gucfled the caufe, and followed
after him unperceived, before the guards

could fhut the gates. 1he guards en-
quired
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quired what was his calling, and why he
wanfed to go out at fuch a time of night ?
He replied, ¢ The perfon who has now
*¢ juft gone forth in fuch forrow is my
« brother. 1lis fon, whofe innocent
< prattling brought to mind the chatter
* of the paroquet, has in tender infancy
* taken flight from this narrow, perith-
¢« able world to the cxpanfive regions
of eternity, leaving the wounds of

¢ forrow in the hearts of his father, and
€<

€<

me his lamenting uncle. I go, that I

¢« may fhare in my brother’s forrows,

“ and afit him m burying my poor
« nephew.” By help of tus artful
flory, having pafled the dity gate, he

followed the firfk thief.

The firft thief went direétly to the
place of exccution, where he faw three
robbers upon the ftakes impaled, and a
fourth ftake void, clofe by. From this
laft, having counted a few paces, he
buried the fith in the earth, and fetching

a ftone
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a ftone clotted with blood from beneath
one of the pales, placed it as a talifman
upon his treafure, that he might without
dificulty know the fpot. The thief who
had followed, whie the firt was em-
ployed in diggirg the hole and burying
the fith, having fwarm:d the vacant
ftake, feated himfelf upon it. The firft
thief, when he had finithed his bufinefs,
by way of ftri¢t obfuivance again came
to the ftakes, where he now fuw alfo a
man upon the fourth. Aflonithed and
amazed at this circomitance, he fai1d
within himfelf, < Withwm a thort inter-
“ val, I certainly thought I faw one
« pale void, how comes 1t that there is
* now a man upon 1t! but I may have
¢ been mifled by my cycfight at the
“ firft view, or my memory may have
“ failed me.””  Alarm (] filled his
mind, and he excrcifed his wits to
obtain certainty and cut the knot of
fuch a2 myftery.  Firt he felt the
breaft and temples of cach ainnnal, that

he

~
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he might diftinguith if they breathed,
and find out the living from the dead;
but they all proved alike to his feel,
without the leaft difference.

Overcome with f{urprize, he con-
fidcred awhile; then advancing to the
fufpicious ftake, and holding for a full
quarter of an hour the thief's nofe, tried
his breath ; but the artful rogue {o held
it in, that it would have been impoffible
for the finger of Plato to perceive the
motion of his veins. The firft thief,
after he had vfed all this trial and cau-
tion, according to the axiom, that the
fword is the laft refource, drawing a
fhort fubre, ftruck it with all his force
at the cheek of the fLcond, who fhrunk
not a hair’s breadth, or moved the leaft,
though he received a {evere wound, The
firft thief now difcharging fufpicion from
his mind, became eafed of apprehenfion,
and felf-fecure from mifchief, went his
way.

When
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When the firft thief had taken his
departure, the other defcended from the
ftake, and going to the {pot where the
jewel-formed fifh was buried, dug 1t up,
and become overjoyed at the acquifition
of fuch a treafurc. Having congratu-
lated himfelf upon his own penetration,
fagacity, and firmnufs, he depofited the
fith 1n another place, and retirning, bound
up his wounds.

When the fith of day, arfing from
the ocean’s depth, enhightened the fur-
face of the globe by the rays of its
fparkln o gems, he retuined w the houfe
of his miftrats, who obferving the gathes
upon his fuce, «nquired the caufe  The
courageous thief, rcfoivid to keep his
fecret, did not admit her nto the path
of knowledze, or commit the myftery
to his hps, but fud, “ Atk no queftions,
« and procure a furgcon that he may
« affit me in the cure of my wounds.”
‘The proftitute having called her attend-

ants,
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ants, who were of hor own profeflion,
faid, « During the long fpace that yom
““ have kept alive the glow of love, has
*¢ any one of you had a furgeon as your
« gallant 2’ A fmiling-faced damfel,
advancing with nods and glances, re~
plied, <1 have for my lover a furgeon
« of the higheft fkill and knowledge in
 his profeflion.”” The miftrefs, having
thanked her with condefcenfion and
kindnefs, defired her to fetch the fur-
geon ; who being arrived, examined the
wounds of the thief; and having per-
formed his operations, praifed the courage
and fortitude of his patient.

In the courfe of the day, the thief
who had ftolen the fifh from the royal
bedchamber, to fatisfy his mind and
take proper precautions, revifited the
fpot. He faw that his prize was car~
ried off by a flood, all the exertions he
had ufed fcattered to the winds, and that
the thief he had wounded on the pale

was
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was vanithed liles the pheenix. Rage
enflamed his bofom, and he became liks
2 fith, floundering in the net of deftruc~
tion. Gloomy and defponding, he re-
turned to the city like one diftradced,
his back bowed under the cruclty of for-
tune, and retired to his lurking plice in
a2 flate of defpair. Reclining his head,
like 2 ball in the curve of the mace,
upon his knees, he employed himfelf as
the mclincholy mad, in forming utelefs
conjectures and idle fancies.

At length he heard a great noife,
and the following proclamation was made:
“ A thiet laft might ftole the king', tith
« fet with jewels. Whofoever will re-
“ cover it, fhall be dittinguithed by the
“ royal favour, and 1zay take the phasnix
 of riches in the fnare of attamnmcnt.”’
Upon this, the mournful thiet again
haftened to try his fortune at the royal
palace, and being introduced to tne gra-
cious audience by the chief magiitrate,

YOL. II. Q firft
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firft entered the afylum of pardon, and
then, having rclated his adventures from
beginning to end to the confidential at-
tendants of the imperial prefence, faid,
¢« The wounds which I inflied on the
« face of the truly-fkilful robber will
“ be the means of his deteétion, but
¢« let the world-commanding order be
< 1iffued, that I may be admitted where-
¢« ever I may thiuk fit to fearch for the
¢ ill-ftarred wretch, fo that no one be
“ aflone m my path, or ftop my pro-
“ ords.”  The king commanded the
judge of police to afford him every affift-
ance, and fet him at hberty.

The thief now began to examine
all the {treets and alhies, and wherever
he faw a furgeon wifi*ng patients, infift-
ed on accompanying him in his rounds.
After fome days he followed the right
perfon to the houfe of the proftitute,
where he beheld his rival reclined upon

a princely couch, and drinking wine,
which
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which is the moft abominable of all
actions. His wounds were getting bet-
ter, and faft healing. Having made a
low obeifance, he expanded the tongue
of complimentary gratulation, and faid,
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A thoufand praifes are due to fuch a
magic-performing thief as thou. Mo-
ther earth glories in fuch an able fon.
Without exaggeration I may fay, that
the eve of time hath never beheld a
more able profeffor than thyfelf in
the myfteries of filching and arts of
roguery.  Through thee the thieving
trade has become renowned throughout
the world, and 1 thy perfon the {di-
ence of cheating diftinguithed over
the globe. True it 1s, that fcicnce
receives credit from the abilities of
the profeflor, as the diamond its full
luftre from the fkilful polith of the
jeweller’s hand. Now, then, rifc up,
and take the trouble juft to viiit the
paradife-like abode of the king of

Q2 kings,
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from his burning brealt thoufands of the
fparks of forrow, recount the anguifh
and difkrefs of his foul, and entreat his
affitance to explore a remedy for his
cafe, and fuccefs to his affairs.

The parrot, as he was a wife and
moft intelligent bird, when he beheld the
prince overwhelmed in forrow and cap-
tivated in the talons of grief, approached
him in the path of fympathy and condo-
Jence, with comfort-exciting fpeeches and
eafe-affording arguments; faying, « O
 thou chief of diftracted lovers, and
“ firft in the chain of the hopelefs en-
¢ amoured, becaufe for a few days the
*¢ {cent of enjoyment reaches not the per-
“ ception of thy foul from the grove of
“ hope, and the rofe of thy withes in
¢¢ the garden of thy heart does not glow
¢ with the tinge and fragrance of attain-
“ ment, plunge not thyfelf inta the ca-
¢ verns of defpair or the wilds of difcon-
* falatenefs, nor mﬂﬂy withdraw the

« hand
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hand of reliance from the mercy-
yielding fkirt of divine bounty.
Knoweft thou not, that the found of,
Defpair not of the mercy of God,®
is heard through all his works ¢ At
laft, the tender bud of thy hopes may
expand from the gale of enjoyment,
and the tree of thy withes bring forth
the fruit of completion.

< Jt is the ancient cuftom of fortune,

and time has long eftablifhed the ha-
bit, that fhe at firft bewiders the
thirfty travellers in the path of defire,
by the mifty vapour of difappoint-
ment; but when their diftrefs and
mifery has reached extremity, fudden-
ly relieving them from the dark wind-
ings of confufion and error, fhe
conduds them to the fountaing of
enjoyment.  Thou alone hatt not
explored the paths of hopelel love and
diftra@ion, or invented the habits of
‘“ madnefs

A line in the Koraun.
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« madnefs and frenzy. Many high-
¢ horn princes and glorious kings be-
« fore thee, have exalted the {tandards
¢ of extravagant paffion on the plains of
¢é the world, and founded the drums of
¢ frenzy in the field of infanity. The
¢¢ adventures of each of them form a
““ body of events aftonifhing to the un-
¢« derftanding ; and cven hearing the
< dangers and diftreffes which occurred
“ to them in the intricate mazes of
« love, is enough to make the gall of
« Ruftum-hearted heroes diffolve into
¢ water. KEven a tenth of the tenth of
¢ them has not yet reached thy ears;
“ but thefe perfonages at length ob-
 tained the pearl of fuccefs from the
¢ deep ocean of toil and difficulty, and,
¢ after many dangers and numberlefs
¢ perils, they gained their defires.”

The prince replied, « O my grief-
‘¢ difperfing friend, I wifh thou wouldft
¢ inform me of the ries of thofe

« quaffers
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* quaffers of the wine of the ftores of
« love, partakers at the board of ardent
¢ affection, and ftrugglers in the ftormy
“ ocean of defpondence; alfo of the ha-
“¢ zards and difappointments which hap-
¢ pened to them in fuch perilous travels.
“ Relate too their deliverance from the
« gloomy ftate of defpair, and their ar-
¢ rival at the object of their wifhes.””

The parrot, regarding fanciful tales,
heart-attracting anecdotes, and memoirs
of lovers, (that would in liftening to
them, amufe the mind, and from the fla-
vour of which the palate of the heart
might obtain gratification) as a mean of
calming the anxious breaft of the prince,
determined, that until the appearance of
the miftrefs of his hopes and the unfold-
ing of the blofloms of his dcfires, he
would every night narrate to him a foul-
delighting hiftory. Hec trufted thus to
aflwage his frantic mind, and give heal-

ing
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ing balfuri'to the wounds'of his blesding
heart, to amufe him by wvariety, and
preferve him for the prefent from the
dangerous paroxylins of infanity.

CHAP.
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CHAP XXV.

i ——-

HISTORY Oi
THE PRINCE OF FUTIUN
AND

THE PRINCESS MLERBANOU.

Hxs*rom,x\s have rclated, that
in the city of Futtun there was a mo-
narch of heaven-like powet, the fteps of
whofe throne the higheft fkies kiffed, and

VoL. 11. ' the
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the fun, like 2 flave, bore the badge.of
his commands upon his fhoulder. He
had a fon, beautiful as the orb of light,
about whofe rofeate cheeks the downy
frefhnefs had newly put forth, and
round his face had juft appeared a dutky
line, as the halo round the moon. His
ftature was as a vigorous fhrub thot up
in the garden of youth, and fortune had
gladdened the afpe& of his ftars with the
water of profperity.

VERSE.

His perfon was cleganthy formed, like
the vigorous cedar.

The wild crprefs, with all its freedom,
was kis flave,

His two ruby lips, when fmiling, fhed
Jweets, and his massh in converfation diffufed
delight.

When
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When langhing, he feattered rays of
Hght from the Pleades.  Salt from his it
moft purgent fowed?

Agreeably to royal gentus, adopt-
ing the cuftoms of Caioos and Hciko-
baud,® he fpent moft of his time in the
chace, and frequently amufed himfelf
with fithing. When mounted to pur-
fue the game upon his wind-footed
charger, Bharam ° of the fky, fiom dread
of his arrow, fell like the ghore to the
earth ; and when he took aim, the lion
of the heavens funk into hisnet.  Ashe
was on a certain day diverting mmfclf
with fithing, {uddenly a boat appeared a*
a diftance upon the waters, but the rowers
invifible. The prince, aftonithed at the
motion of the bark without hands, ran
towards it, and as he approached nearer
faw a princely barge, moft clenantly
fhaped and fet over with valuable jowels,

s 2 covered

® Ancient Perfian kings,
* Mars.
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covered with a fplendid awning, and its
deck fprcad with the richeft carpets.
You might have fuppefed it a refplendent
crefcent appearing from the horizon ofthe
heavens, and with celerity proceeding on
its courfe. In it, was a moon of four-
teen years with an afpet like Luna in
the full, fitting alone, with a thoufand
fplendours and glores brilliant as the
fun. ler looks were as moiftened muftk
pliving over a moon of fourteen days,
and her cvibrows like two amber fhades
over the cheek of the ubber? inclining.
With the keen glance of her piercing
Jooks, fhe enfnared the fith of the wa-
ters, and, with the kummund of her
enticing ringlcts, feduced the world-il-
luming fun from the azure citadel of the
heavens mto captivity.

VERSE.

Gentle as the early [pring of Paredife, fhe
ghded hghtly as the breeze over the culti-

vation,
Coly

? A fiower, but what I know not,
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Coyly looking, yet mos with arrogance, ali
other fair ones feemed before her earshly, but

Jhe formed of hght.

Her lip refembled the leaf of tie moiftencd
rofe filled witi: fuceets.

Her eye was like the nergus aficep, bus
inits repofe difurbance \ay concealid.

Earth and fea advred ker as fhe paffed.

AR nature waited har covvmands.,

The prince in an mitnt, from her
keen glances, full halt’ dead like a fith
into the nct of her mufk-like trefles,
while the bark darted fwiftly as the
breeze aver the waters. 1T attenslants,
who were employed in fifing, had net
feen the caufer of his diftre®ed fituation,
which on beholding, they fuppofed to
proceed from the exceflive heat of the
fun, and fprinkled rofe-water upon his
face. When no relief accrued from thas,

s 3 fancyir g
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fancying him poffefled by a demon, they
had recourfe to learned men, not know.
ing that he was fmitten by a Peri.
Deeply as the fkill of the wife tried for 2
remedy, they remained in the maze of
helplefinefs, no favourable change ap-
peared in his condition, but he rather
became wotfe; fo that at length all
agreed in opinion that he was dittracted.
‘The king, much grieved at this, confult-
ed philofophers and wife men ; but much
as thefe explorers of truth and {peculatifts
mn wifdom tried medicines according to
the recipes of the eaftern and weftern
fchools, the hand of fkill did not in the
Jeaft arrive at the fkirt of hope. Their
applications had no effe®, nor could
their fingers count the pulfe of his con-
dition. True it is, that the pain of love
cannot be cured by the medicines of the
phyfician,

When no means of relief appeared,
and all the faculty laid their hands upon
the
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the ground of inability, the heart of the
king, in forrow for his fon, burnt like &
grain of fuppund on the fire of defpair.
In order, if pofiible, to procure a remedy,
he iffued a proclamation, that “ who-
“ ever could extinguith the flames of
 calamity in the mind of the prince,
 fhould be rewarded by a fourth part
& of the revenues of the kingdom.”
This declaration was publithed through-
out the empire, in confequence of
which every perfon extending the hand
of endeavour according to his abulity,
explored the path of tarch after a cure.

The prime vizier's fon, who in the
feafon of childhoo | had been the fchool-
fellow and companion of the prinee, and
in every way cnjoyed his confidence fince
their manhood, on hearing of his melan-
choly ftats, baftencd to vifit him.  He
behdld the rofe, of hiv checks faded, and
the feal of filence fised on the cafket of
his mouth, and that, a ftranger to him-

S 4 felf
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felf and fiiends, he lay ##tlefs on the
bed of delirium.

The vizier’s fon, having felt the pulfe
of his fituation with the finger of fkill,
removed all peifons from the thamber,
and 1n privacy enquired his conditiof
faying, « Ah' my dear prince, Lift up,
“ the cover of concealment from thi¢
urn of fecrefy, and lay open thy heart,
Tell me, from the bow of what in-
filel’s eyebrow an arrow hath prerced
thy breait, and what cruel fpoiler hath
plundered the treafure of thy under-
 ftanding. Should fhe be the Vonfts
« of the heavens, I can bring her down
“ headlong to the earth; or if 2 winged
Peri foarmg n the firmament, by
the charms of my fkill, I can place her
“ in the phial of thy controul.

«
€«
o«
(21

(41

(43

€<

VERSE.

“ Though fbe be as a fpark khidden in the
¢ finty I can force her out like the flecl.
[33 Bf



W okk bW orFhowitior. My
& Bethe a5 @ Bird add Jhould mount the
“ air, my talons can feize her in her fiight.?

‘When the words of his friend ftruck
the'eas of the prince, he inftantly opened
his ayed,” and having related his adven-
ture, requefted his affrftance. The vizier’s
fon, having girded faft round him the
girdle of confideration, faid, < I have
“¢ from the age of infancy planted the
% fhrub of thy fervice in the borders of
“ my heart, and ftrewed the gems of
“ my life in the path of thy ranfom.
¢ While the gold of unimation fhall re-
¢ main in the purfe of my body, I will
¢ not withhold my head from thy fer-
“ vice, nor depart an hair's breadth
« from the line of thy authority, in
* whatever thy wifdom fhall command.”’

The prince, from fuch friendly af-
furances and fympathizing encourage-
ment, found much relief to his burfting
heart, and arifing from the nufnud of

faintnefs,
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faintnefs, faid; «“ My plan is, in any
* way that offers, to convey myfelf te
“ the country of my charmer. If, by
¢« the affiftance of my ftars, 2 union with
“ her can be obtained, it is well ; if not,
« to refign life as an offering in the
¢ path of a beloved obje&, is preferable:
« to the fovereignty of the feven re-
« gions of the globe.”

The expedition being fettled, the
prince, accompanied by his friend, tak-
ing a fum of money and fome valuable
jewels, placing the hand of hope on the
firong cord of refignation, and chufing
exile from his country, departed, with-
out fignifying his intention to others.
He purfued his route, cagerly as the
breeze, along the banks of the lake where
the gilded crefeent of the full moon of
the {ky of fafcination had darted along
the firmament of {wiftnefs.  Agreeably
to the maxim, that the refolved on travel
dread not precipices or caverns, winding

the
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the paths of mountains and defarts, he
made light of the unevennefs of the
road and inconveniences of the way. In
the foul-melting wildernefs, in place of
refrefhment, he fed on longing for his
miftrefs, and with naked body, weeping
eyes, and tortured heart, hurried on-
wards.

The prince and vizier’s fon had ad-
wanced, in the manner above defcribed,
fome diftance, when they percerved from
afar a perfon haftening or the wings of
fpeed, as if Rriving to join them, When,
after much endeavour, he came near, the
vizier’s fon faid, © Who art thou, what
“ is thy profeffion, and where goeft
< thou in fuch hatte i He rephed,
“ 1 am a fitherman, who frequently
¢ caught fith for the kitchen of the
< king, and now that our prince, chuf-
“ ing exile fram his country, wanders
‘ on the banks of the nver, former

“ obhgations urged, that, taking lcave
s of
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* of my family, I fhould attend him. In
“ my mindis a very wonderful property,
¢ for, if a traveller has paffed either by
¢« land or water fix months befare, I
«¢ canwithout hefitation or trouble mark
¢« his track, know who and where he

15,

The prince from this occurrence
being enlivened with the wine of delight,
regarded the arrival of the young fither-
man as an important blefling, and {aid,
¢« Knoweit thou whether lately any
f¢ perfon has paffed over thefe waters
When the fitherman had for a fhort time
caft the eye of attention over the river,
he exclaimed, < My kil informs me,
¢ that a bark without the help of row-
¢ ers has pafled along with great fwift-
¢ nefs.””  Upon this, the prince looking
upon the young man’s company as an
omen of f{uccefs, already faw his cup
overflowrg with the wine of accom-
phithment, and, in exerting the cfforts of

fpecd,
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fpeed, became loofe-reined as wind or
lightning.

When they had advanced a little
farther, they faw a middle aged perfon
running fo fwiftly, that the breeze could
not reach him, who flackened his pace as
he approached, and at length joined
company. They afked him, ¢ Whence
« doft thou come, and what is thy ob-
“ je&?" He replied, I come from
¢ the city of Futtun, and intend to ac-
¢ company your party. lam a carpen-
« ter, a mafter of my trade, and moft
¢ expufitely fkilled inthe art of joinery.
« My chifel executes the work of the
¢ pencil of Mani, and the ftrokes of my
axe lagh to fiorn the images of
“ Azord From a block of wood |
« can carve {o beautiful a flatue, that
« the lovers of Khilje, Ike Ferhazd,
« fhall to it facrifice the jewel of life;

“ and

S An emyn v ciner of adoly Jaid In the
Roraan to ke sther to Abraham.
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% and I can contrive fach an elegant pa-
‘¢ vilion, that the dwellers in the palaces
“ of Paradife would haften to (towauf')
« adoreit. I can, by the fmoothing of
“ my plane, fo give the polith of 2 mir-
“ ror to a board, that fugar-eating
¢ parrots fhall open thcir mouths in
 praife.

¢ But my excelling piece of work-

* manfhip, which the fpeculation of
¢ mathematicians cannot reach, js this:
*¢ I can hew out a platform from a piece
< of wood, which without the aid of
¢¢ feathers or wings fhall foar through
¢ the air like a bird, and in the twink-
¢ ling of an eye convey any one who
‘¢ fits upon it to the place of his wifh,
*“ though it be to the feventh heaven.
*“ At the period, when the prince hike
¢ the refplendent fun, making his au-
¢ {picious appearance from the horizon
“ of

* A ccremony performed by pilgrims of walk.
ing and creeping round the tomple of Mceoca.
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¢ of birth, illuminated the regions of
¢ the world with the rays of his glory,
*¢ and reclined on the bofom of his hap-
¢« py-ftarred nurfe, as the globe-enlight-
¢ ening luminary on the breaft of dawn,
¢ ] made for him the royal cradle, and
* in reward, received fuch a great fum,
¢ that I became a man of opulence. A
¢ the prefent crifis I wifh to return the
< obligations of my lord's bounty, and
*¢ that, fharing in this hazardous journey,
¢ I may perform a fervice equal to my
< grattude.”

The prince, regarding the company
of this fkulful carpenter as moft valuable,
efteemed it as a mean of obtaming the
felicitons interview with his beloved,
and as a fure guide to the obje& of his
defires. With the chifel of hope cutting
off the inequalities of defpondency, he
advanced on his journey, though the dif-
ficulties of the way and the intricacics of
the paths were {o great, thatat every ftep

they
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they fell into the jaws of the alligator of
diftrefs : on cach movement, the waves
of danger pafled over their necks, and at
each breath the tempeft of peril howled
around them.

The fitherman, like Noah, (on whom
be blefling} being their guide, directed
the ftruggler in the whirlpool of grief and
forrow to the loft ark of fafety, and his
other two companions followed his foot-
fteps.  Lor two days and nights had
they trodden a burning defart, when they
faw a venerable fage, with white locks,
and of ftature bending like the violet,
fitting at the foot of a tree, employed in
putting together the feparated fkeleton
of a cow, on which he poured water,

Immediately on {prinkling the water,
the various blood-veffels and members re-
united, and the fleth and fkin re-appeared
on the decayed frame. The reality of
the feriptural revelation (¢ See how 1

' reftored
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reflored the carcafe after it was fepas.:
rated!”” *) appeared in'the example of
this cow to the aftonithed companions.
By command of the almighty Lord of
power, onc of whole pesuliar propcmes
is to raife the dead, life revifited the ani-
mal, and inftantly ftanding up, fhe began
to low. The truth of the facred text
(* All things live by water,’’) was ex-~
emplified.

Aftonithment overcame the facul-
ties of the travellers at fight of ¢his
miracle, and, from awe and veneration,
they ftood for fome minutes motionlefs
as ftatues on the fpot. At length the
vizier’sfon obferved tothe prince, Doubt-
¢ lefs this enlightened fage is the prophet
¢ Khizzer, (on whom be bleflings) who
¢« holds the water of life in his palm.
¢ Surely thy ftars muft' be watchful,

voL. 1. T “ and

s A fentence from the Koraun, in a chapter
mentioning the miracles of our Saviour,
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and the happy fortunes of Alexander
await thee, fince in this mortal-devour-
ing defart and death-threatening wild
he has met thee. Haften, then, and
afk relief from his liberality; prof-
trate thyfelf at his feet, as poffibly
he may take thee by the hand. Make
the duft of his fteps a collyrium to
thine eyes, that the eye of thy ftar
may be enlightened. ILay the hand
of entreaty upon his fagred fkirts, that
he may relieve thee from the dark
abode of forrow.” The prince con-

fented, and with all humility having re-
prefented the wifhes of his heart, be-
fought him to confer the jewel of his
defires.

The reverend fage replied, ¢« O
young man, from me, enfeebled by
age, who from exceflive debility can-
not move without the aid of a faff,
what can be afforded ?”’ The prince

exclaimed, ¢ O thou feemingly weak,

s byt
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but inwardly ftrong, my obje& is not
fo faintly apparent to thy mind that
I need explain it. = If perchance
thou art Jefus, I am certainly expi-
ring in the path of fearch ; or art thou
Khizzer, I am bewildered in the road
of fufpenfe. For God’s fake, fend
me not difappointed away, nor with.
hold from an humble fupplant the
look of bounty."”’

The fage replied, “ I am neither
Khizzer nor Jefus, but a frail mortal,
who has clofed his door againft man-
kind, who fhuns the fociety of men
like the wild animals, and has cut off
all conne@ion with the bufy ones of
the world. Near this fpot refides a
venerable and nobly-minded matron,
proof againft the allurements of the
age, who having fhaken her fleeve
over the goods of unftable fortune,
and feeking retirement from popula-
tion, has fixed her abode in the wil-

T2 ¢ dernefs,
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dernefs, with a view to obtain future
falvation, With her the has a vir-
tuous daughter, of fentiments [ike
Rabich.* Both thefe heroic females
pafs "night and day in adoration of
the pure divinity, and their depend-
ance for fupport was upon this cow,
which fuddenly a tiger killed, fo that
famine forcly opprefled them, and in
order to preferve life, they fed on the
roots of trees and plants. The Al-
mighty had beftowed on me this wa-
ter which can reanimate the dead.
When in this blood-devouring defart,
the diftrefs of the two reclufes had
reached its height, and the patience of
thefe ardent explorers of the paths of
truth and recliners on the pillow of
refignation had been proved at the
throne of the All-merciful, it was re-
vealed to me, that Ifhould fprinkle
the decayed and feparated bones of

¢ the

t A celebrated female devotee among the Ma-

Lummezdans.
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¢ the cow, who would rife again into
¢ exiftence from the abyfs of annihila-
<« tion, and become, as heretofore, the
¢ means of their fupport. Except a
¢ few drops of this water, I can afford
¢ thee no relief, which if wanting, I
¢ will not withhold.”

The prince exclaimed, ¢ Ah! gra-
€ cious fage, compaflionate my diftrefs,
¢ and from thy bounty fhed, hke holy
¢ Khizzer, the water of thy kindnefs
¢ on the face of my condition. Blefs
“ me by thy accompaniment in thi,
¢ journcy, and be my guardian and
« affociate in difficulty and in eafe, for
¢ my heart affures me of fuccefs by thy
¢ aufpicious prefence.””  The vencrable
old man was moved by compaflion, and
having affented to his requeft, they pro
cecded to explore the mazes of travel.

CHAP.

(SN
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CHAP. XXVI

-
CONTINUATION OF

The Hiftory of the Prince of Futtun, and the
Princefs Mherbanou,

Wusu the prince, in company with
the feeble-bodied but heavenly-minded
fage, had advanced fome diftance, he arri-
ved at a foreft, the air of which, like the

vapours



CH. 26. GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE, 297

vapours of the infernal regions, was
loathfome, and its expanfe abounding,
like the plains of hell, in torments. 'The
waters of it appeared as a boiling lake,
from which cvery inftant effenfive fteams,
aflailing the fenfe, diftra@ted the brain.
The trees were full of poifon as the
noxious ftings of firpents; and the
herbage, like fuake. diftilling venom.
Hell burnt with the fiic of fhame at
being put in comparifon with {uch hor-
rors, and the frozen zonc was doubly
chilled with {carn at being likened ta
fuch a region.

VERST.

The reptrles 1r 1ts caverns were [iorprons
and fnakes; the ammals of its recclfes were
Ligers and lLons.

The paths were o frufled by brakes of
sang ing brars, and every fiep was hazard-

ous fiom moving fands.

T 4 The
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The way was heaped with the bones of
travellers, fo that the heart melted away thro®
dread of meeting demons 5 and every now and
then she clalling blaft benumbed vhe paffengers.

At beholding this horror-creating
fcene, fortitude deferted the prince’s
mind, and alarm overpowered his facul-
ties ; his companions alfo fhook with
dread, like the reced; and from fear,
lasge drops of fweat trickled from their

foreheads.

The pgnce at length addrefled the
fage, faying, ¢ What place is this of
¢« fuch horror and peril, and why is it
¢ {0 dreadful, that from its noifome va-
¢ pour the fire of hell feems to fhrink
« hike water, and, in comparifon with
< its terrors, the tortures of the damned
¢ to diminith?”’

The truth-difcerning fage, who had
travelled the globe, replied, ¢ This
‘¢ quarter
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quarter is the abode of an Afreet,?
fuperior of his kind, named Hullul,”
of monftrous fize, ftrength, and fa-
vage fiercenefs, who has deftroyed
numbers, and devoured a world. In
thefe parts every city and village,
from the rage of his cruelty, has be-
come defolate; and the people of
thefe countries, one and all, have been
the prey of his voracioufnefs. At
prefent, thould you explore through a
tralt of one hundred ferfungs, you
will not fird a man round this un-
lucky fpot, nor perecive a veftige of
the ftag or antclope; for them, as
well as mankind, he has devoured.
He often breaks his faft with a tiger
or a wolf, and can fwallow an cle-
phant at a morfel. Wherever you may
look around this wild, you will per-
ceive no figns of population ; for the
bats and owls have taken poffeffion of
LY th,c
® A {pecies of demon.
® Aaglicé Devaftation,
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s« the cities, and ravens and crows occu-
« py the gardens. To pafs over this
¢ man-devouring wildernefs is impof-
¢ fible, unlefs the exiftence of this im-
¢ pure Afreet be caft upon the duft of
¢ annihilation.”

The prince replied, ¢ Father, thou
art certainly the wifeft among us;
‘¢ devife, therefore, fome plan by which
this grievous impediment, or rather
mountain of calamity, may be remov-
“ ed from cur paffage.” < It is the
¢ regular cuftom of the Afreet,” an-
fwered the experienced fage, ¢ during
¢ the fortnight in which the moon is
¢ increafing her light, to employ him-
¢ felf in hunting excurfions, when he
* devours all animals and men that fall
‘ in hisway; but in the fourteen days
¢ of her decreafe, he fleeps without
‘ once opening his eyes. In this ftate
* he may be attacked, and eafily hurled
“ into the cavern of death; but when

« awake,

-~
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“ awake, fhould a world confederate, to
“ overcome him would be impoffible.”

When they counted the day of the
month, they found that the moon’s
fplendour, being hidden in the mouth of
the three-headed ferpent, kept mortals
in expe&ation of her appearance. The
prince, regarding the remaining day as
the new moon of his profperity, and the
fleep of the Afreet as the wakefulnefs of
his ftars, efteemed the opportunity preci-
ous, and defired affiftance of his com-
panions to deftroy the curfed tyrant; but
no one dared to advance the fteps of
courage on the plain of enterprize. Each
pleading his profeffion, looked up to the
vizier’s fon, faying, ¢ Every one of us
« is diftinguithed by a peculiar fkill
¢« which he can exercife, when neceffary,
 to advantage; but the defeat of an
“ enemy particularly depends on the
¢ wife policy of a vizier.”

~

The
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The vizier's fon perceiving that his
declining the undertaking would be
efteemed as cowardice and felfithnefs,
refolved on cncountering deftruion 3
and with all fpirit and valour taking
upon himfelf the expedition, was dif-
mifled by the prince. Befeeching the
aid of divine protettion, (the fureft re-
medy to the affli@ions of the wretched,
and reftorer of the affairs of the diftreffed)
and fixing the hand of hope on the ftrong
cord of refignation, which is the beft
guardian of the wanderers in the plain of
difficulty and peril, he fpeeded towards
the field of danger.

When he had proceeded fome dif-
tance, hc beheld a palace, whofe walls
{feemed to touch the clouds, and its bat-
tlements to foar above the fkies. From
fear of the Afreet he flruck into the
furrounding woods, advanced cautioufly,
and having reached the gateway unper-

ceived, entered with fo light a ftep, that
the
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the found of his foot penectrated not
even his own ear. He now, however,
trembled like the reed with fear, his
bofom feemed to melt like water from
alarm, his heart to divide, and his gall to
diffolve away.

Suddenly appeared in the corner of
the court a beautiful damfel, delicate as
the rofe, at whofe beauty a peri would
be fafcinated, and to whofe charms the
hoor would facrifice life. The heart burnt
like 2 grain of fuppund on the fire of her
cheek, the dark mole of which overcame
patience and underftanding, and life and
heart fell a prey to the piercing glances
of her eyes. The vizier's fon, at fight
of the garden of her beauty, became con-
founded like the love-ftricken nightine
gale, and he flood motionlefs as a ftatue.

The cyprefs of the garden of excel-
lence gracefully advanced near, and

fhedding from the ruby catket of her
lips
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lips the pearls of fpeech, faid, ¢« Ah!
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thou ignorantly devoted to death,
knoweft thou not, that this place is
the abode of a blood-devouring Afreet,
where the bird dare not expand his
wings, or the fly prefume to hum?
Wherefore haft thou placed thy feetin
the jaws of the alligator, and wilfully
caft thyfelf into the fnare of death,
unlefs thou art fatiated with life, and
become weary of exiftence ?”’

The youth replied, *¢ O thou angel-
like fair one, I have a difficult obje&
in view, and am engaged in a moft
important undertaking; but inform
me, how thou (before whofe fpring-
like beauty the rofe is of lefs eftima-
tion than the moon, and in comparifon
with whofe dazzling brightnefs, the
moon is void of fplendour ) haft beenen-
fnared into the company of this Afreet,
and haft reconciled thy heart to the

fociety of fuch a monfter. Alas! that
<« the
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¢ the rofe fhould aflociate with the
¢ thorn; but apparently, thou haft a
¢ view to policy in fuch condu&.”” The
hoori-formed maiden, on hearing thefe
words, having dropped fhowers of
moift pearls from her ubbeer-like
eyes on the rofes of her checks, open-
ed her lips in reply andfaid:

*« I was once a flower in the garden
¢ of royalty, and as a choice pearl in an
‘* imperial cafket. My queen mother
“ named me Peri-nuzzade,* and my
‘¢ royal father had betrothed mc to 2
¢ youthful fovereign ftiled Manochere,
*“ who received tribute from powerful
‘¢ fultauns, and had wrefted crowns from
‘“ the heads of mighty princes. This
“ Afreet, having firft gradually devoured
« the inhabitants of our dominions, ex-
¢ tended the hand of voracioufnefs upon
¢ the capital, and after fome time, when

¢ no human being remained in the city
[$3 or

Ansliey fuch as a peri never vore.
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 or its environs, entered the royal pa-
¢ lace, where he difpatched one by dne
¢ to the cave of annihilation the jafmine-
< faced, filver-bodied maidens, who were
¢ wont to look with contempt on the
¢ funbul-coloured fhunblead,” and de-
¢ youred the moon-cheeked damfels,
< who in the pride of beauty, regarded
¢ the globe-illuming fun as their flave,
< and efteemed the nergus and the fofun
¢ as without eye or tongue.® At laft no
« perfons remained in the imperial
¢¢ haram but the fultaun and myfelf;
¢ when the favage Afreet, having en-
¢ tered, feized him like a fparrow, and
¢ having difpatched the nightingale of
« his foul to the gardens of paradife,
«¢ brought me by force to this life-deftroy-

¢ ing wildernefs ?
VERSE,

Y A flower.

# The nergas and fofun are In Perfian poetry
comptred with theeye and tongue  Ricnaropsow
tranflates them narciffus and hly. It is unpoflible

for a European to difcern the juftne(s of the come
panifon, unuil we know the botany of Perfia.
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VERSE.

“ The ruinating hail-flones beat upon
the garden, and not a leaf vemained upin
the rofe-trees.

« The sioon of royaly feil from the hea-
wins, and tie fiatey ovprefs Jay profirate
w ihe grove,

« Crucl fortume has kumblod me in the
duft, and the blaft of autumn withered my

opening [pring.

<« Inform me now, wherefore haft
thou fought thy own deitruct on, and
wilfully approached the maw of the

dracon ?”
-

VOL. 1i. CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVII,

——————-
CONTINUATION OF

The Hiftory of the Prince of Futtun and the
Princefs Mherbanou,

Tnn Vizier’s fon related his ad-
ventures, and informed her of his pro-
je&; when the princefs, {miling, faid,

« Alas!
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Alas ! thou blood-devoted youth, thy
weak ability never can accomplith fo
arduous a bufines; for, who ever
heard of the mountain’s removal by
the efforts of a blade of grafs ? or
of the clephant being tumbled to the
earth by the firength of a iy ? Haft-
en then, while thou haft power, and
fly far off, nor vamnly combat w.th

death.”’

The youth repliecd, ¢ Sun-refplen-
dent princefs, though tuy heart-con
foling adage accords with far-fighted
caution, vet it frequently occurs thar,
under the aufprees of wie policy,
great objects arc effectcl by weak
man, and the feeble ant, with the
affittance of firatagem, may overcome
the mountain-fized clephant.  If thou
wouldit be my guwde, and point out
the way, I may fucceed 1n the under-
taking.”

v o2 The
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The princefs faid, *¢ His death’cant
only be effected in the following mans
ner; if you can convey a black bee,
whofe wings and feet are {meared with
honey, to the Afreet’s noftril, it will
itch, and he will fheeze with great
violence, when, thould the infe@ fall
out, he will inftantly tear thee in
pieces, or crumble thee to duft; but
if it reach his brain, and penetrate, he
will immediately die.”

The vizier's fon exclaimed, ¢ Fear
not, for I dread not my own dexth,
and will attempt fhis adventure. If
by thy aufpicious contrivance the de-
ftruion of this villainous Afreet fhall
be accomplithed, I fhall have freed
the world from a calamity: on the
contrary, I fhall be a facrifice to thé
fafety of my patron.” Having faid

this, he commutted himfelf to the
tedtion of God, and covering his head

with
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with the fhield of refignation, proceeded
to the chamber of the monfter.

On his entrance, he beheld a black
demon, heaped on the ground like a
mountain, with two large horns upon his
head, and a long probofcis, fatt afleep.
In his head the divine Creator had jein-
ed the likencfles of the elephant and
wild bull.  His teeth grew out as the
tutks of a boar, and all over his
monftrous carcafe hung fhaggy hairs,
like thofe of the bear. The eye of
mortal-born was dimmed a¢ his appear-
ance, and the mind, at his horrble form
and frightful figure, was confounded

VERSE,

He «was an Afreet, created from mouth so
Joot by the wrath of God.

His haer ke a buar’s, 75 teeth hke a
bomrs,  No one ever beheld fuch a monfler.

v o3 Crook=
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Orosk-bathod omd trabbed-fooed, he wight
be feented wt the &fance of u thowlmd
Serfungs.

His nofrils cere Kkt the ovens of drivke
durners, and his moush refembicd the vat uf &
dyer,

The vizier’s fon, (though at fight of
this meuntain-like monfter he fhuddeted
et his hideoufnefs) fixing the hand of
hope on the firong hold of divine favour,
bound faft the girdle of enterprife rowmd
the loins of valour, and by dire@ion of
the princefs having taken up a bee from
a piant, approached the face of the
Afrect. For an inftant, with the ken of
examination and ftrit obfervance, he
watched the afpiration and refpiration
of this impure creature. When his
breath came forth, from its vehemence
the dof rofe up as in a whirlwind,” fo as
to Jeave a chafm in the earth ; and whien
he drew it in, chaff, fand, and pebbles,

from
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fiom the diftance of fome yards, wore:
attracted to his aoituls,

The young hero, having fmeared the
bee with honey, placed it in the noftril
of the Afroet at the inflant of refpiration,
and, retiring to a diftance, concealed
himfelf in 2 thicket. The monfter
almoft inftantancouily arofc, and with a
violence that made the hilis refound,
foeezed, but without effedt, as luckuly the
bee had penetrated his brain. Groans
new proceeded from lum, and writhing
n agony, he bellowed fo, that trembling
feized the cow of the earth,® and the
feven flories of the globe thook. After
a thort interval debirmum feized him, and
he began to run to and fro with frantic
rage from excefs of pain.en every quar-
ter, tearing up the trees, and hurhng
large pieces of the rocks, till at length

U 4 the

Accnrding to one Hindoo teadition, the earth
s fopported 1y a cow,
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the bafis of his life was overthrown, and
the tree of his exiftence rooted up.

The vizier’s fon, in thankfgiving for
the accomplithment of this important
affair, and the drying up of the waters of
fo dangerous a fea, having proftrated the
forehead of humiliation at the throne of
the Almighty, fpecded like the zephyr to
bear the perfume of dawning fuccefs to
the prince, whofe bofom expanded at the
joyful tidings, like the blofflom from the
wavings of the gale. Having embraced
the vizier’s fon, he kifled his hands and
forehead, and going with him to the
Afreet’s palace, firft vifited Peri-nuzzade,
after which he furveyed the misthapen
monfter, fallen Like a rock from its bafe.
Praifing the courage and wife policy of
the vizier’s fon, he bowed the head of
fubmiffion in grateful thanks to the om-
nipotent, who can by the weak ant
humble the pride of the ferpent, amd
{eattgr the brains of an elephant by means

of
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of the feeble ly.  Taking with him the
beautiful princefs, who had come into his
pofieffion by fuch an unexpeted fuccefs
and heaven-beftowed vittory, he again
meafured the path of his defigns.

CiiAPD,



316 BAMAR-DANUSH; OX, cCH.28.

CHAP. XXVIII.

R —-
CONTINUATION OF

The Hifiory of ke Prince of Futtun and
the Princes Mherbanou.

Wien the prince, having left
this dangerous wildernefs with viGer$
and fuccefs, had travelled fome days’

jo umcy,
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journey, a great city, adorned with mag~
nificent buildings, appeared in view;
upon which, in hopes that after fuch
painful toid and hazardous paffage thro’
the perilows haunts of evil genii and
wild beafls, he thould once more reach
population, he, like the flower, raifed
his head from the collar of gladnefs,
and, as the turtiesdove in a grove of
cyprefs, uttered the fymphony of thankd-
giving. Committing his fleps to the
path of expedition, he advanced fpeedily
to the gate, through which he beheld a
city of fuch extent and grandeur, that
Canaan would have owned itfelf iferior
to its fmalleft ftrect, and, in comparifon
with its humbleft edifice, tl. palaces of
Cafar and pavilion of Nomaan" fhrunk
inta contempt. 'The'Woufes were cle~
gantly arranged as thc eyebrows of
moon-thining damfr! , and the mianrets
juftly proportionied as the flature of the
beautiful of jut height. The buildings

of

A famous king of Arabia,
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of the fquares accorded with each other
as the fentences of elegant profe; and
the fhops were equally ranged as the
meafure of foul-delighting verfe. Not
the thadow, however, of a mortal ftruck
the murror of the eye, nor did any inha-
bitants appear.

The prince, on perceiving thefe cir~
cumftances, became environed by the
chain of alarm, and from motives of
caution difpatched his companions to the
different quarters of the city ; that, paf-
fing through the markets and ftreets,
they might explore the track of man.
Much as they walked about, and exam-
ined all parts with the ken of fearch,
they found every place, houfe, and win-
dow, like the ¢4 of the bhind, unbleffed
by the fight of human beauty: but,
what was more wonderful, i cach habit-
ation and chamber that they entered, they
found the richett effects. Preparations
for feftivity, the moft elegant furniture,

catables
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eatables and drinkables, apparel, beds,
culinary apparatus, &c. were {o arranged,
that you would have fuppofed the occus
piers had only moved to different cham-
bers of the dwellings. Upon this,
dread feized the minds of all, and appre-
henfion prevailed, left the city might be
the abode of Afreets, or the refidence of
Peries, and fome calamity occur.  They
were confounded, and in great alarm
returning, informed the prince of the
ftrange appearance of the city.

The prince obferved, « Certainly the
¢ population of this capital muft have
< been deftroved by the Afreet Hullul;
¢ clearing, therefore, the pages of our
¢ hearts from dread, and the retirement
¢ of our nunds from apprehenfion, let us
< examine the royal palace, as there,
¢ either a ghole or human being may
<< meet us.”” When thev entered the
edifice, they found it empty; but the
buildings were moft magniiicent, and the

gardens
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gardens in high bloos and fragrance, fo
that, tempted by the beauty of the place,
the fine views and eclegant pavilions
fcattared here and there, they walked on,
tifl they came to 2 moft fplendid hall,
after admiring which, they paffed thro’
fhady allies adorned with fountains, til]
at length they reached the royal hargm,

The princels Peri-nuzzade now fud
denly began to lament, after the manner
of mourncrs, and fhed feorching tears
from the veils of her eyes upon her pallid
cheeks. The prince, aftonifhed at the
fudden change in her appesrance, fufpeé-
ed that fome injury had happened to her
from the fiery fpirits that might have
taken up their abode in thefe defolated
manfions, as he could not diviac any
other reafan for her complaints.

The gentle princefs, beautiful as
Venus, though from the egitations of
forrow and diftrefs of grief fhe had

fcarcely
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{carcely the power of utterarce, yet re-
garded the dues of refped to the prince,
and faid, ¢ O chief of royalty and dif-
¢ penfer of glory to the crown and
¢ throne, whofe aufpicious footftep gives
‘¢ dignity to the cmpire of the world,
¢ the caufe of my emotion and lamenta-
¢ tion is this. The fhrub of my exift-
¢ ence was nurtured by the air and water
¢ of this garden, where now, inftead of
*“ the melody of the nightingale and
‘“ Azzar, the hooting” of the owl and
“ fcream of the bat greet the ear. In
¢ this heaven-refembling palace was I
“ cherifhed, amid thoufands of e¢ndear-
“ ments and luxuries, on the couch
“ of profperity ; but now, alas! ruin
“ batters upon its walls and gates.
“ When the remembrance of all my
« former enjovments, the glory of my
¢ flate and attendance, and of the ful-
¢« taun who, like the pheenix, fpread the
¢ fhadow of bounty over a world, oc-
¢ curred to my mind, and here I fawno

¢ traces
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* traces remaining; ‘the wounds of my
* foul opened afreth, and the flood of
s¢ grief iffued from my breaft.”

The prince upon hearing thus afton-
ifhing and affiéting narrative, accom-
panied by the heart-rending complaints
of Peri-nuzzade, was much affe@ed.
Pouring over her unfortunate condition
an offering of pearly tears from the cafket
of his eyes, and impelled by a compaf-
fionate difpofition, he ufed every means
of confolation, drvdng with his own
hand the fcorching drops from her glow-
ing cheeks. He then, with great ten-
dernefs leading her to another quarter,
endeavoured to divert her forrowful
mind by turning her attention to the
flowers in various pirtcrres, the won-
derful paintings on the calings, the ele-
gant carving on the arches, and the
mofaic ornaments of the windows of the
apartments they pafled through; till at
laft, on catering a fplendid chamber,

they



eH. 28, GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGX. §¥§

they to their furprize beheld a beautiful
youth in royal apparel, and a crown up-
on his head, repofing upon the bed of
death, as if juft fallen afleep. Peri-
nuzzade, at fight of her beloved Mano-
chere in this condition, like the plaintive
turtle-dove over the fallen cyprefs, heav-
ed heart-rending fighs from her bofom,
then fhricking alouy, tore her mutky
trefles, and wounded her rofcate cheeks
with the nails of defpair; till at length
falling like a withered fhrub upon the
earth, fhe became convulfed and groaned
fo piteoufly, that the nightingale was
fhocked at her fituation, and the rofe-bud
fhrunk with fympathy at her woes.

VERSE.
The fun fo bewasled her forrows, that
the fries became fod at hus graef.

Even the rock was fo affelled with ker
maans, that 1t reddened and becamne cornelian,

Her veid was rent to pieces by her firug-
gles, while the tears flowed down her checks.
vOL. 11, w Some-
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Somelimes fhe was agitased like the rofte
bud, and nar fu foll profivare kike the foars
biade.

‘The prince and his companions join-
ed in her lamentations, fo that the cry
of mourning refounded through the dale-
ful manfion. At length the prince, re-
collecting himfelf, addrefled the Mefliah-
like fage, faying, * For heaven’s fake
¢ aflift this unfortunatc flruggler in the
« eddies of defpondency, and with the
¢ water of life renovate the exhaufled
¢ ftares of her hope.”

The virtuous and Khizzer-like old
man, complying with the orders of the
prince, opened the cover of his phial,
and having firft uttered the words Bif-
millah,* which are the talifman of the
treafures of bounty, and the expanders
of the portals of fuccefs, poured a few
drops upon the head of the dead prince.
Through the power of the felf-exifting

Eternad,

¢ In the name of God.
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Eternal, Beftower of life, Creator of the
world, who from the whirlpool of chaos
caft all things upon the fhore of exiftence,
the youth inftantly opening his eyes
from the fleep of death, began to look
around. When he perceived Peri-nuz-
zade, who ftood like a lanp at his bed-
fide, from the impulfe of uftonithment,
the nightinzale of his fpecch became
melodious with the exclamation of Sub-
baun Oollah 14 and with excefs of joy
hurried from the path of fenfe, he was
near being bewildered in the mazes of
delirium.  When on one fide he faw the
prince, who with four othet perfons
firoked their beards in thankfoniving, he
then examined homfelf, and perceived
that the hair of his head and his nails
were grown unufually long; but he could
not account for it, or divine the wonder-
ful accrdent that had occurred.  Remedi-
fefs, after beny involved in the difquict-
ing ocean of conjecture, and difturbing
fea of {peculation, he anxioufly enquired

w2 what

¢ Glonfied be God!
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what had happened ;s when the rofe-
formed, perie bewuteoussprincefs, draw<
ing afide the Pl from the face of events,
informed him of every circumfince. ¢

Manochere with rapture clafped n
clofe embrace the cyprefs of the garden
of beauty; they both wept at the re-
membrance of their paft misfortunes; and
from ecitacy of prefent blifs, which after
fo many trials they now enjoyed, fcat-
tered hquid pearls from the cafkets of
their eyes at each other's ‘feet. Then
bowing the foreheads of gratitude be-
fore the prince, they thanked him for
his ineftimable bounty and deliverance.
Manochere exclaimed, ¢ O thou Mefliah-
¢ like rcftorer of life, it 1s clear that fuch
‘¢ obligation, as conferred by thy excel-
“ lent feIf upou me, funk into the
¢ cavern of death, no one has ever
¢« cxperienced from the beginning of
“ creation to the prefent time of this
¢ ancient world. To repay fuch favour

¢ je
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¢ is beyond hyman_ ability; though I
# fhould facrifice life iov thy fervice,

YERSE.

‘Though every hair of mine fhould become
S 4 tompue, and with every tongue 1 fhowld
S fpeak thy prasfe, I could not firmg fuffi-
“ ciently the pearls of thank(grvng, or pro-
< perly exprefs my obigatsons.

« If, like the world-illuming fun,
out of condefcenfion to the atom, thou
“ wilt gladden the poor hut of thy
** humble dependent for fome days with
“« the fplendour of thy prefence, and by
*“ fuch high favour raife his dejected
“ head to the fummit of the fky of
“ honour and dittinétion, it wili be as
¢ conferring another life in addition to
t¢ that already beftowed, and as unfold-
“ ing the gates of paradife to my ex-
¢ haufted foul.”

[£4

The prince, having honoured his
requclt with acceptance, agreed 1o make
fome
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fome ftay ; and Manochere regarding his’
affent as the higheft favour, evinced his
gratitude, and preparing afrefh the ac-
companiments of royalty, afcended dnce
more the throne of dominion. Ina fhort
time, this event being reported in the
difftant parts of his empire, fuch of his
fubje@s as had efcaped the depredations
of the Afreet, in great numbers retutn-
€d to the capital; and having offered
thank{givings to the Almighty Preferver,
who brings life from death, and death
from life, took up their refidence, and
renewed their former occupations. The
various parts of the metropolis were re-
inhabited, and it daily advanced towards
its farmer fplendour.

END OF THE SECOND VOLUMB.




