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TO THE

K I N G

STR,

MIDST the cqpgratu-
~ lations and praifes of a
free, a joyful, and now united

people,
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people, who are, ambiticus to
exprefs their duty and their
withes in their various: claffes;
I think myfclf happy to have
Your MajesTv’s moft gra-
cious permiffion to approach
You, and, after the rainner of
the people whofe charafler I
have aflurred, to bring an

humble offering in my hand.

As {fome part of my fubje&
led me te confider the advan-
tages
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tages of our excellent conftitu-~
tion in.comparifon of others;
my thoughts were naturally
turned to Your MajEsTy, as
its swarmeft friend and moft
powerfyl prote¢tor ; and as the
whole . is intended, to recom-
mend the pradtice of virtue,
as, the means of happinefs;
to whom could K addrefs it
with fo mueh- propsicty, as to
aPriNcEy who illuftrates and

enforces
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enforces the precepts of the
moralift by his life.

Iam,
May it pleafe Your MajEsTY,
Your MAJESTY'S
Moft faithful, moft obliged,
And moft obedient
Subje&t and Servant,

John Hawkefworth.
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"HO is he amang the childeen,

of the earth, Jthat repines at

the power of the wicled? and who
is he, that would L]m”ge-the lot “of
the rightcous ? Fe, who has%ppoint-
ed to.each’ his portion, is God; the
Ompifcient and the Almighty, who
fills eternity, ,and”whofe exiftence is
Vou. L. B from
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from Himfelf! but he who murmurs,
is man ; who yefterday was not, and
who to-morrow fhall be forgotten : let
him liften in filence t5 the voice of
knowlege, and hide the bluthes of con-

fufion in the duft.

Selyman; the mighty and the wiie
who, in the one hundred and fecond:
year of the Hegyra, fat upon the threne
of Perfia, had two fons, ALMORAN
and HameT, and they were twins.
Aimoran was the frft born, but
Solyman divided his affection equally
between them: - they were both lodged
in the fame part of the feraglio, both
were attended Oy the fame fervants,
and both received inftructions from the

fame teacher,
One
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One of, the frrft things that Aumo-
RAN learnt, .was the prerogative of his
birth; and he was ..taught'very earlp
to fet a*high value upon it, by the
terms in. which thofe about him ex-
prefled their fenfe of the power, the
fplendor, and the delights of roﬁralty;
‘Ag his miad gradually opengd, he na-
tufally confidered thefe :as the objecs:
of univerfal defire, and the means of
fupreme- ftlicity : he was often re-
minded, that®the time was coming,
when the fole pofieffian of fovereign,
power would enable pim to fulfil all
his wifhes, to détermifte the fate of
dependent nations with » nad, and dif-
penfe life and death, and happhefs and
mifery, at his will : he Was flattered by
thofe who shoped to dray wealth and
dignity from. his favour; and intereft

B2 prompted
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prompted all who approached him, ‘to
adminifter to his pleafures with a zeal
and affiduity, which had the appear-
ance of reverence to his merif, and af-
fection to his perfon.

HaMeT, on the contrary, focn be~
came fenfible of a fubordinate ftation :
he was not, indeed, negleéted; but he
was not much -careffed. When the
gratification of HaMET cate in com-
petition with that of ALmoran, he
was always obliged to. give it up, ex-
cept when Solyman interpéfcd: his
mind was, thcrefore, naturally Ied to
feek for happindfs in objeds very dif-
ferent from thofe which had fixed the
attention of ALMoRrAN. Ashe knew
not to how -narrow a fphére caprzce

or jealoufy m:ght conﬁm him, he
confidered
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confidered. what" pleafures were leaft
dependent®upon external advantages
and as the firft popular commotiof
which fhould happen after his brother’s
acceffion to the throne, might proba-
bly coft him his life, he was very in-
quifitive about the ftate into which his
fpitic would be difmiffed by the Angel
of Death, and very diligent to do
whatever might fecurt him a fhare of
the pemianem and unchangeable fe-
licity of Paradie.

This difference in she fituation of
Armoran and Hawmer, produced
great diffimilarity in thei? dﬂpoﬁtlons,
habits, and chara&crs ; o which, per-
haps, nature might hlfo in fome de-
gree " contribute. ALM ORAN Was

hau0hty, vain,. and Voluptuo‘as, Ha-
B 3 MET
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MET was gentle, courteous, and tempe-
rate : ALMORAN was volatile, impetu-
‘0us, and irafcible; FlamET was thought-
ful, patient, and forbearing. Upon
the heart of HaMeT aifo were writ-
ten the infiruétions of the Prophet; to
his mind futurity was prefent by habi-
tual anticipation ;3 his pleafur, ;hi;z
pain, his hopes, and his fears, were
perpetually referred to the Invifible
and Almighty Father of Life, by fen-
timents of gratitude or refignaticn,
complacency or confidence; fo that
his devotion was not periodical but
conftant,

But ‘the views or ALMoRAN were
terminated by nearer objects : his mind
was perpetually bufied in the anticipa-
tion of pleafures und honours, Wwhich

he



ALMORAN axo HAMET., 4

he fuppoﬁ:d to be neither uncertainnor
remote ; thefe excited his hopes, with
a power fufficient to fix his attention w
he did ‘not dook beyond them for
other objeéts, nor enquire how enjoy-
ments more diltant were to be acquir-
cd; and as he fuppofed thefe to be
already fecured to him by his birth,
tHc‘re was nothing he was folicitous to
obtain ag the reward of merit, nor any
thing that, he confidered himfelf to
poflefs "as thewbounty of Heaven. If
the fublime and difinterefted reéti-
tude that' prodices and rewards ft-
felf, dwells indeed with, man, it dwelt
not with ALmoran :, with refpe& to
God, therefore, he was not imprefled
with a fen{c eithér of eduty or depen-
dence; he felt neither reverence nor
love, gratitude nor gefigndtion : in ab-
ftaining frofn ¢vil, he was not intentio-
B4 nally
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naily good ; he practifed the externals of
morality without virtue, and performed
« the rituals of devotion without piety.

Such were ALMmoraN and HameT,
when Solyman their father, full- of
days and full of honour, fleptin peace
the fleep of death. With this event
they were immediately acquainted.
The emotions of ALmoRran were fuch
as it was impoflible to conceal: the joy
that he felt in fecret was fo great, that
the mere dread of difappointment for
a moment fufpendid his belief of what
he heard: when his fears and his
doubts gave way, his cheeks were fuf-
fufed with fudden bluthes, and his eyes
fparkled with gcxulmuon and impati-
ence: he looked eagerly about him, as
if in hafte to a&t; Jet his looks ‘were

embarraffed, and h15 geﬁ‘ur;s:rrefolute,
becaule
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beclufe he knew -not what to do: Re
uttered fome. incoherent fentences,
which difcovered at once the joy that
he felt, aht his{fenfe of its impropriety ;
and his whole deportment expreffed
the utmoft tumult and perturbation of
mind.

Upon HameT, the death of his fa-
ther produced a very differenc effe
a¢ foon as,he heard it, his lips trembled
and his countemance grew pale; he
ftood motionlefs a moment, like a pil-
grim transfixed by lightning in the de®
fert ; he then fmote his breaft, and look-
ing upward, his eyes by ‘degrees over-
flowed with tears, -and they fell, like
dew diftilling from thg mountain, in a
rcalm and filent fhower. As his grief
was thus mingled with devotion, his

mind
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mind in a fhort time recovered its
tranquillity, though not itschearfulnefs,
and he defired to be conduted to his
brother.

He found him_furrounded by the
lords of his court, his eye ﬁilj reftlefs
and ardent, and his deportment elate
and affuming. Hawmer preffed huitily
through the circle, and proftrated him-
fcif before him: Avrmoran received
the homage with a tumaleuous pleafure;
but at length raifed him from the
ground, and affured him of his protec-
tion, though_without any expreffions
either of kindaefs or of forrow: ¢ Ha-
« mer, fays he, if I have no caufe
¢ to complain bf you as a-fubject, you
¢ fhall have no caufe to complain of
¢ me as a king’ Hawuer, whofe

heart
5
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heart was again pierced by the. colfl
and diftant behaviour of his- brother,
fuppreflfed the figh that ftruggled in
his bofomn, and fecretly wiped away the
tear that ftarted to his eye: he retired,
with his looks fixed upon the ground,
to a remote corner of the apartmert;
and though his heart yearned to ems-
bral his brother, his modeft diffidence
reftrained Jhim from intruding upon
thé king.

In this fituation were ALMOR aN and
HameT, when OmaR entered the a-*
partment.  Owmar, upoh, whofe head
the hand of time became heavy, had
from his youth acquamted himfelf with
wifdom: to him natupe® had revealed
herfelf in the filence of the night, when
his lamp was burnmg alone, and his

eyes
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eyes only were open: to him was
known the power of the Seal of Solo;
mon; and to .him the knowlege of
things invifible had been revealed. Nor
was the virtue of Omax inferior to his
knowlege ; his heart was a fountain of
good, which though it Howed through
innumerable flreams was never dry
yet was the virtue of Omar cloathed
with humility ; and he was ftill prefling
nearer to perfection, by a devotion
which though' elevated was rational,
<and though reguler was warm. From the
council of Oe1ar, Solyman had de-
rived glory and ftrength; and to him
he had cdmrhitted the education of his
children.

When he entered the apartment, the
croud, touched at once with reverence
and
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and love, drew back; every eye was
alt downward, and.every tongue was
filent.  The full of days approached
the king, ‘4nd kneeling before him he
put into his.hard a fealed paper: the
king received it with tmpatience, fee-
ing it fuperfcribed with the hand of his
fathes, ‘and Omar looking .round,
and percexvmo HameT, beckoned him
to come forward. Hamer, whofe
obedience, to Onmar had been fo long
habitual that it was now almotft {pon-
taneous, inftantly drew near, though
with a flow and irrefoluse pace; and
ALmor AN, having broken'the feal of
the paper, began to read it to*himfelf,
with a look that exprefied, the utmoft
anxiety and impatience. Owmar kept his
eye fixed upon him, and foon perceived
that his countenance w;as disfigured by
confufion
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confufion and trouble, and that he
feemed preparing to put up the paper
in his bofom : he then produced an-
other paper from under his robe, and
gave it to HaMmer: ¢ This,” fays he,
¢ is a copy of the will of Solyman,
¢ your father; the original "is in the
¢ hand-of Armoran: read it,» and
¢ you will find that he has bequeathed
¢ his kingdom between you.’

The eyes of all prefent were now
turned upon Hamer, who ftood filent
and motionlels with amazement, but
was foon roufed to attention by the ho-
mage that ‘was paid him. In the mean
time, ALMQRAN"S confufion increafed
every moment: his difappointment
was aggravated by the fudden attention
of thofe who were prefent to his bro-

ther ;
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ther; and his jealoufy made him think
himfelf neglected, while thofe a&ts of
duty were performed to HameT, which
were now known to be his right, and
which he had himfelf received before
him.

HasveT, however, regarded but lit-
tle what fo much excited the envy of
Armoran ;" his mind was employed
upon fuperior objeab, and agitated by
nobler paffions : the coldnefs of his
brother’s behaviour, though it had
grieved had not quenched his affeétion ;
and as he was now no longer reftrained
by the deference due from a 2 fubjed to
his king, he ran to him, and catching
him to hi§ breaft attempted to fpeak ;
but his fx‘earg was too fyll, anc ke could
exprefs his affé&ion and joy only by

his
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his tears. AvLmoran rather fuffered
than received the embrace; and after
a few ceremoriies, to which neither of
them could much attend, they retired
to feparate apartments.

CHAP
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CHAP IL

B EN ALmoran was alone,

he immediately locked the

door ; and throwing himfelf upon a
fofa in-an agony of vexation and dif-
apgintment, of which he was unwil-
ling there fhould be any witnefs, he re-
volved ip his mind all the pleafures
and. honours of fupreme dominion
which had now {uddenly been fhatched
from him, with a degree of anguith
and regret, not proportioned to their
real, but their imaginary value. Of
future good, that which we obtain is
found to be lefs than our expecta-
tions ; but that of which we are difap-
pomtcd' we fuppofe would have been
more™: thus do the children of hope
Vor. L. C extract
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extrat evil, both from what they
gain, and from what they.lofe. But
ALMORAN, after the firft tumult of
his mind had fubfided, begar-to con-
fider as well what was left him, as
what had been taken away. He was
ftill without a fuperior, though he had
an equal ; he was ftill a king, though
he did not govern alone : and with,te-
fpec to every individual in his domini-
ons, except one, his will would new
be a law; though with refpeét to the
public, the concurrence of his brother
would be neceffary to give it force.
¢ Let me thep,” fays he, © make the
¢ moft of the -power that is now put
¢ into my ‘hand, and wait till fome fa-
¢ vourable opportunity fhall offer to
¢ increafe it. Let me diffeble my
* jealouly and difappointment, that I

& may
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¢ may not alarm fufpicion, or put bhe
¢ virtues of HHAMET upon their guard
¢ againft me 3 and let me contrive to
¢ give our joint adminiftration fuch a
¢ form, as may beft favour my de.
¢ fign.

Such were the refle&tions, with
which Armoran foothed the anguith
of his mind; while HaMeT was bu-
figd in fpeculations of a very different
kind. If he was pleafed at reflecting,
that he was raifed from a fubjet to a
prince; he was pleafed ftill more,
when he confidered his elevation as a
teft of his father’s affectiort to his perfon,
and approbation of his tontluét: he
was alfo delighted with the thought,
that his brother was affociated with

him ih the arduous tafk which he was
Ca2 now
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now called to perform. ¢ If I had beert
¢ appointed to govern alone,’ faid he,
¢ I thould have had no equal; and he
¢ who has no equal, thougirhe may
¢ have faithful - fervants, can have no
¢ friend : there cannot be that union
¢ of interefts, that equal participation
of good, that unreftrained inter-
¢ courfe of mind, and that mufual
¢ dependénce, which conftitutes the
¢ pure and exalted happinefs of friend-
¢ fhip. With Aimoran, I fhall
< fhare the fupreme delight of wreft-
¢ ing the innocert and the helplefs
¢ from the iron hand of oppreffion ; of
¢ animating merit by reward, and re-
¢ “ftraining the unworthy by fear: I
¢ fhall fhare, with ArLmoxran, the
¢ pleafures of governing a numerous,

< a powerful, and a happy people;.

[13 P1€3-
Nsisasl Liprary KTaR

"
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¢ pleafures which, however great, are,
< Jike all others, increafed by partici-
¢ pation.,

‘While HameT was thus enjoying
the happinefs, which his virtue derived
from the fame fource, from which the
vices of ALmoran had filled his breaft
with anguith and difcontent ; Omar
was contriving in what manner their
joint government could beft be carried
into execution,

He knew that SoIeran, having
confideted the difpofitions of his fons,
was of opinion, that if tHey had been
blended in one perfon, they would have
produced a chara&er more fit to go-
vern in his ftead, than either of them
alone: Armoraw, Re thought, was

C3 | 100
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too volatile and warm ; but he fufpeét-
ed, that HameT would fink into ina&i-
vity for want of fpirit: he feared alike
ArLmozan’s love of enterf)rize, and
Hawmz1’s fondnefs for retirement : he
obferved, in HaMET, a placid eafinefs
of . temper, which might fuffer the
reins of ‘government to lie too lofe ;
and, in ALMORAN, a quicknefs of re-
fentment, and jealoufy of Command,
which might hold them too tight: he
hoped, therefore, that by leaving them
a joint dominion,-he fhould blend their
‘difpofitions, at leaft in their effects, in
every act of government that. fhould
take  place;- or that, however they
fhould agree to adminifter their go-
vernment, the public wonld derive be-
pefit from the virtues of both,, with-
ont dangcf of fuftring from their im-
' petfections,
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perfettions,  as ‘their imperfections
would only’operate againft each other,
while, in whatever ‘was right, their
minds would naturally concur, as
the coincidence of re@itude with re&i-
tude is neceffary and eternal. But he
did not confider, that different difpo-
fitipns operating feparately upon two
difftrent wills, would appear in effe&s
very unljke thofe, which they would
concur to produce in one: that two
wills, under thg direétion of difpofi-
tions fo different, would feldom be
brought to coincid®; and that more
m;fchiefs would probably arife from
the conteft, than from %he imperfec-
tions of either alone.

But Solyman had fo long applauded

himfelf for his project beforc he re-
C 4 vealed
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vealed it to OMaAR, that Omar found
him too much difpleafed -with any ob-
jection, to conficer its weight: and
knowing that peculiar notions are more
rarely given up, than opinions received
from others, and madc our own only
by adoption, he at length acquiefced,
left he fhould by farther oppolition }ofe
his influence, which on other occaficns
he might ftill employ to the advantage
of the public; and took a folemn oath,
that he would, as far as was in his
power, fee the will carried intQ execu-
tion.

To this, indeed, he confented with-
out muck reluctance, as he had little
lefs reafon to fear the fole government
of ALMorav, than a joint adminiftra-
tions and if a ftruggle for fuperiority

thould
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thould happen, he hoped the virtyes of
JHameT wodld obtain the {uffrages of
the people in his favour, and eftablith
him upon the throne alone. But as
change is itfelf an evil, and as changes
in government are feldlom produced
without -great confufion and calamity,
he applied himfelf t» confider in what
manfer the government of ALMoraN
and Hamg T could be adminiftered, fo
as moft effectually to blend their cha-
raters in their, adminiftration, and
prevent the conduct of one from excit-
ing jealoufy in the otRer.

After much thought, he determined
that a fyftem of laws fh8ul® be pre-
pared, which the fons of Solyman
fthould examine and alter till they per-
fe&ly'approved, and to which they

thould
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fhould then give the fan&ion of their
Joint authority : that when any addition
or alteration fhould be thought necef-
fary, it fhould be made in the fame
manner ; and that when any infuper-
able difference of fentiment happened,
either in this or in any alt of preroga-
tive independent of the laws for regu-
lating the manncrs of the peopley “the
kings fhould refer it to fome perfon of
approved integrity and wilaom, and
abide by his determination. Omar
eafily forefaw, that when the opinion
of Armoran znd Hamet fhould
differ, the opinion of ALMoraN would
be eftablithéd ; for there were many
caufes that would render ALMorax
inflexible, and HaMEeT yielding: Ar-
MORAN was naturally confident and
affuming, Hamer diffident and mo-

deft;
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deft; ALmorAN was impatient of con-
tradi&tion, HAMET was attentive to
argument, and folicitous only for the
difcovery of truth. ArLmorax alfo
conceived, -that by the will of his
father, he had fuffered wrong; Ha-
MET, that he had received a favour :
AI..M‘ORAN, therefore, was difpofed to
refent the firft appearance of . oppofi-
tion; and, HameT, on the contrary,
to acquicfce, as in his fhare of go-
vernment, whatewer it might be, he
had more than was his right by birth,
and his brother hadd lefs. Thus,
therefore, the will of Awimorawn
would probably predognfnate in the
ftate : but as the fame taufe which
conferred this fuperiority, would often
prevent ‘contention,” OmaR confidered
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it, upon the whole, rather as good

than evil.

When he had prepared his plan,
therefore, he fent a copy of it, by
different meflengers at the fame time,
both to ALMoran and HameT, in-
clofed in a letter, in which he expréf’t
his fenfe of obligation to their father,
and his zeal and affetion for.them : he
mentioned the promife he had made,
to devote himfelf to their fervice;
and the oath he had taken, to pro-
pofe whatever he thought might fa-
cilitate the _ accomplithment of their
father’s defign, with honour to
them and happinefs to their people :
thefe motives, which hs co'uld not

refit without impiety, he hoped
would
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would abfolve him from prefump-
tion; and trafling in the refitude
of his intentions, he left the iffue to

God.

CHAP,
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CHAP. IL

H E receipt of this letter threw

ALmoraN into another agony
of indignation : he felt again the lofs
of his prerogative ; the offer of ad-
vice he difdained as an infult, to which
be had been injurioufly fubjected by
the will of his father ; and he was dif-
pofed to reject whatever wus fuggefted
by Omar, even before his propofal
was known. With this temper of
mind he began to read, and at every
paragraph took new offence ; he deter-
mined, however, not to admit Omar
to the honour of a conference upon,
the fubje&, but to fettle a plan of
government with his brother, without
the leaft regard to his advice.

5 ' A fu.
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A fupercilious attention to minute
formalities, is a certaip indication of a
litle mind, confcious to. the want of
mnate digntty, and folicitous to de-
rive from others what it carinot fupply
to itfelf: as the {crupujous exalion
of every trifling tribute difcovers the
weaknefs of the tyrant, who fears his
claim *fhould be difputed ; while the
prince, who is confcious of fuperior
and iudifputable power, and knows
that the ftates he has fubjugated do
not dare to revolt, fcarce enquires
whether fuch teftimoniese of allegiance
are given or not.

Thus, the jealoufy of AlmMBrawn
already enflaved him to the punétilios
of ftate ; and the mofl trifling circums-
ftantes involved him in perplexity,

or



32 ALMORAN anp HAMET.

or fired him with refentment: the
friendfhip and fidelity. of Omar ftung
him with rage, as infolent and intru-
five ; and though it determined him
to an immediate interview with his bro-
ther, yet he was embarraffed how to
procure it. At firft he rofe, and was
about to go to him; but he ftopped:
fhort with difdain, upon reflelting,
that it was an a¢t of condefcenfion
which might be deemed an acknow-
ledgement of fuperiority : he then
thought of fending for HamET to come
to him ; but this he feared might pro-
voke him, as implying a denial of his
equality : at length he determined to
propof~ a meeting in the chamber of
council, and was juft difpatching an
officer with the meflage, when Ha-
MET entered the apartment.

The
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The countenancé of HaMmeT was
fluthed with joy, and his heart was
warmed with the pleafing fenfations of
affection 4nd confidence, by the fame
letter, from which ALMorAaN had ex-
traéted the bitternefs of jealoufy and
refentment; and as he had no idea.
that an act of courtefy to his brother
codld derogate from his own dignity
or importance, he indulged the honeft
impatience of his heart to communi-
cate the pleafure with which it over-
flowed: he was, indeed, fomewhat
difappointed to findno traces of fatis-
faction in the countenance of ALM o~
RAN, when he faw the fame paper
in his hand, which had.xmpreﬁ'cd {o:

much upon his own.

Vou. L. D He:
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He waited fome time after the Arft
falutations, withQut mentioning ‘thg
fcheme of government he was come to
concert; becaufe having obierved that
-ALmoraN ‘was embarraffed and dif-
pleafed, he expected that he would
communicate the caufe, and pleafed
‘himfeif with the hope that he might
remove it :. finding, however, that this
expetation was difappointed, he ad-
dreffed him to this effect :

¢ How happy are we, my dear bro-
¢ ther, in the wildom and fidelity of
¢ Omar! how excellent is the fyftem
¢ of government that he has propofed !
< how ezfy and honourable will it be to
¢ us that govern, and how advantage-
¢ ous to the people that obey I’

< The
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¢ The advantages,” faid ALmo-
RAN, ¢ which you feem to have difco-
¢ vered, are not evident to me: teil
‘ me, then, what you imagine they
¢ are, and I willafterwards give you my
¢ opinion.’

¢ By eftablithing a fyftem of laws
*"as the rule of gevernment,’ faid Ha-
MET, ¢ many evils will be avoided, and
¢ many benefits procared. 1f the law
¢ is the will only of the fovereign, it can
¢ never certainly be known to the peo4
¢ ple: many, therefore, may violate thad
¢ rule of right, which the hand 6?
¢ the Almighty has ,wr'xttcn'upon the:
¢ living tablets of the hedrt,®in the p}e{
¢ fumptuous hope, thatit'will not fubd
¢ ject them to punifhment; and thofe,”
¢ by whom that rule is fulfilied, will
D2 nog
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¢ not enjoy that confcioufnefs of fecu-
¢ rity, which they -would derive from
¢ the protection-of a prefcribed law,
¢ which they have never broken, Nei-
¢ ther will thofe who are inclined to
¢ do evil, be equally reftrained by the
¢ fear of punifhment; if ncither the
¢ offence is afcertained, nor the punith-
¢ ment prefcribed. One motive to pro-
¢ bity, therefore, will be waating;
¢ which ought to be fupplied, as well
¢ for the fake of thofe who may be
¢ tempted to offend, as of thofe who
¢ may fuffer by the offence. Befides,
¢ he who governs not by a written and
¢ a public law®, muft either adminifter
¢'that gocerament in perfons or by
¢ others: if in perfon, he will fink
¢ under a labour which no man’is able
¢ to fuftain; and if by others, the in--

¢ feriority
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¢ feriority of their rank muft fubje&
¢ them to temptations which it cannot
be hoped they will always refift, and
¢ to prejudices which it will pechaps be
impofiible for them .to {urmount.
¢ Bur to adminifter government by a
law which afcertains the offence, and
¢ dire@s the punifhment, integrity
¢ glone will be fufficient; and as the
¢ perverfion of juftice will in this cafe
¢ be notorious, and depend not upon
¢ opinion but fa&, it will feldom be
¢ pralifed, becaufe it will be eafily pu-
¢ nifhed.’

L]

~

n

ArLmoran, who had heard the opi-
nions of Hamer with' ingpagience and
fcorn, now ftarted from his feat with a
proud and contemptuous afpect: he
tirft glanced his eyes upon his brother;

D3 and
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and. then looking difdainfully down-
ward, he threw biack his robe, and
firetching out his hand-from him, ¢ Shall
¢ the fon of Solyman,” faid he, ¢ upon
¢ whofe willthefate of nations was fui-
< pended, whofe {miles and frowns
¢ were -alone the criterions of right
¢ and wrong, before whom the voice
< of wildom itlelf was filent, 2nd the
< pride even of virtue humbled in the
¢ duft; fhall the fon of Solyman be
¢ harneffed, lke a mule, in the tram-
¢ mels of law? f(hall he become a
< mere inftrument,to execute what o-
¢ thers have devifed ? fhall he only de-
< clare the degerminations of a ftatute,
< and {hallhisear be affronted by claims
¢ of right? It is the glory of a prince,
< to punifh for what and whom he willy
* .10 be the Yovereign, not only of pre-

¢ perty,
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¢ perty, but of life; and to govern
¢ alike without prefcription or ap-

[4 peal.’

HameT, who was ftruck with afto-
nithment at this declaration, and the
vehemence with which it was uttered,
after a fhort recolle&tion made this re-
ply® ¢ It is the glory of a prince, to
¢ govern others, as he is governed by
¢ }lim, who is alone moft merciful and
¢ almighty! It is his glory to prevent
¢ crimes, rather than to difplay his pow-
<er in punifhment; ‘to diffufe happi-
¢ nefs, rather than inforce fubjetion;
< and rather to animate with love, than
< deprefs by fear, Has ot *He thar
¢ fhall judge us, given us a.rule of
¢ life by which we fhall be judged ? is
¢not our reward and -punifament al-

D4 ¢ ready
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¢ ready fet before us ? are not His pro-
¢ mifes and threatenings, metives to
¢ obedience ? and Lave we not confi-
¢ dence and joy, when we havé obeyed ?
¢ To God, His own divine perfetions
¢ are alaw; and thefe He has tranfcribed
* as alaw to us. Let us, then, govern,
¢ as we are governed; let us feek our
< happinels 1n the happine!s that we be-
< ftow, and our honour in emulating
¢ the benevolence of Heaven.

As Armoran feared, that to pro-
ceed farther in this argument would
too far difclofe his {fentiments, and put
FlameT too tauch upon his guard; he
ditermined far the prefent to diffemble :
and as he perccived, that HameT’s opi-
'nion, and an adminiftration founded up-
=on if, would render him extreamly po- -

pular,
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pular, and at length poflibly eftablith
him alone ; he was niow folicitous only
to withdraw him from public notice,
znd perfudde him to leave the govern-
ment, whatever form it thould receive,
to be adminiftered by others: return-
ing, therefore, to his feat, and affum-
ing an appearance of complacence and
tranguillity, with which he could not
form his language perfectly to-agree;
¢ J.et us then,” faid he, ¢ if a law
¢ muft be fet up in our ftead, leave
¢ the law to be executed by our flaves :
¢ and as nothing will be left "for us to
¢ do, that is worthy of us, let us de-
¢ vote durfelves to the pleafures of
¢ eale; and if there are any enjoy-
* ments peculiar to royalty, let us f{e-
¢ cure them as our only diftin&ion from
¢ the multitude.”

<« Not
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¢ Not {o,” fays IIAMLT ; ¢ for there
is yet much for a prmce to do, after
< the beft fyi’cem of laws has been efta-
blithed : the government of a nation
¢ as a whole, the regulation and extent
¢ of its trade, the eftablithment of ma-
¢ nufactories, the encouragement of
_ ¢ genius, the application of the reve-
¢ nues, and whatever can improve the
¢ arts of peace, and fecure fuperiority
¢ in war, is the proper object of a
¢ king’s attention.

¢ But in thefe,” faid ALMoRrAN, *it
¢« will be difficult for two minds to
< concug; let us, then, agree to leave
¢ thefe alfo to the care of fome other,
¢ whom we can continue as long as
¢ we approve, and difplace when we

£ ap-
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¢ -approve no longer : we fhall, by
¢ this expedient, be, able to avert
¢ the odium of any unpopular mea-
cqure; and by the facrifice of a
¢ flave, we can always fatisfy the
¢ people, and filence public difcon-
¢ tent.’

< To truft implicitly to another,”
fays HamEeT, ¢ is to give up a prero-
¢ gative, which is at once our higheft
¢ duty and intereft to keep; itis to be-
¢ tray our truft, and to facrifice our ho-
¢ nour to another. The prince, who
< leaves the government of his people
< implicitly to a fubjed,.lelves it to
¢ one, who has many more Yenfptati-
¢ ons to betray their intereft than him-
¢ felf : a vicegerent is in a fubordinate
ftation ;
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< ftation ; he has, therefore, much to
¢ fear, and much to hope: he may
¢ alfo acquire .the power of obtaining
¢ what he hopes, and averting what he
< fears, at the public expence ; he may
¢ftand in need of dependents, and
¢'may be able no otherwife to procure
¢ them, than by cenniving at the fraud
¢ orthe violence which they commit: he
¢ may receive, in bribes, an equivalent
¢ for his fhare, asan individual, in the
¢ public profperity ; for his intereft is
¢ not effentially connected with that of
¢ the flate; he has a feparate intereft 5
¢« but the intereft of the ftate, and of
¢ the kingy are one: he may even be
¢ corruptgd to betray the councils, and
¢ give up the interefts of the nation,
¢ to a foreign power ; but this is im-
« poffible to the king; for nothing

¢ equivalent
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® equivalent to what he would give up,
¢could be offered him™® But as a
¢ king has not equal temptations to do
¢ wrong, neither is he equally expofed
¢ to oppofition, when he does right:
¢ the meafures of a fubftitute are fre-
¢ quently oppofed, merely from inte-
¢ reft; becaufe the leader of afaétion
¢ againft him, hopes, that if he can re-
¢ move him by popular clamour, he
¢ fhall fpccecd to his power; but it
¢ can be no man’s intereft to oppofe
¢ the meafures of a king, if his mea-
¢ fures are good, becaufé no man can
¢ hope to fupplant him. Are not thefe
¢ the precepts of the Prophet, whofe wif-
< dom was from above ?--- ¢ Lt not
« the eye of expetation be _raifed to
« another, for that which tbyfclr only
. {hould beftow : fuffer not thy own

¢ Thadow
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« fhadow to obfcure thee; nor be con-
« tent to derive that glory, which i
s is thy pretogative to impart.”

¢ But is the prince,” faid ALMORAN“
< always the wifeft man in his domini4
<ons? Can we not find, in another,
¢ abilities and experience, which ‘we
¢ do not pofiefs ? and is it not the duty
< of him who prefides in she fhip, to,
< place the helm in that hand which
¢ can beft fteer it 2’

¢ A prince,’ faid HamsT, © who fin-
« cerely intends the good of his people,
¢ can fezree fail to effe it ; all the wil-
< dom of.the nation will be at once turned.
¢ to that object : whatever is his prin-
¢ cipal aim, will be that of all who are.

« admitted to his council; for to,con-
¢ cur,
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¢ cur with his principal aim, muft be
¢ the fureft recommendation to his fa-
¢ vour. Let us, then; hear others;
¢« but let us a& ourfelves.’

As ALmMORAN now perceived, that
the longer this converfation continued,
the more he fhould be embarraffed ;
he put an end to i, by appearing
to acquiefce in what Hamer had
propofed. Hawmer withdrew, charm-
ed with the candour and flexibility
which he imagined he had difco-
vered in his brother; *and not with-
out fome exultation in his own rhe-
toric, which he fuppofed Had gained
no inconfiderable victory. ALmdranw,
fn the mean time, applauded himfel}
for having thus far praQifed the arts off

diffimud
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diffimulation with fuccefs; fortified
himfelf in the refolutions he had be-
fore taken ; ahd conceived new male-
volence and jealoufy againft Ha MET.

CHAP
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CHA'P. 1V.

HILE HaMeT was exulting

in his conqueft, and his heart
was overflowing at once with felf-com-
placency, and affection to his brother;
he was told, that Omar was waiting
without, and defired admittance; Ha-
MET ordered that he fhould be imme-
diately introduced ; and when Omar
entered, and would have proftrated
~ himfelf before him, hg catched him in
his arms in a tranfport of affection and
efteem ;- and having ordered that none
fhould interrupt them, competled him
to fit down on a fofa.

He then related, with all the joy of
a youthful and an ardent rhund, the
Vor. I E - con-
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converfation he had had with ALmo-
RAN, intermixed avith. expreflions of
the higheft praife and the moft cordial
¢iteem. Omar was not without fufpi-
cion, that the fentiments which Aumo-
raN had firft expreffed with fuch ve-
hemence of paffion, were ftill predo-
minant in his mind : but of thefe fuf-
picions he did not give the leaft hint to
HameT ; not only becaufe to commu-
nicate fufpicions is to accufe without
proof, but becaufe he did not think
himfelf at liberty to make an ill report
of another, though he knew it to be
true. He approved the fentiments of
HameT, 3s they had indeed been in-
fufed by his own inftru@ions; and
fome precepts and cautions were now
added, which the acceflion of HamzT

to

4
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ta a fhare of the imperial power made
particularly neceffary.

¢ Remember,” faid OmaRr, ¢ that

< the moft effeCtual way of promoting
¢ virtue, is fo prevent occafions of vice.
¢ There are, perhaps, particular fitua-
¢ tions, in which human virtue has al-
¢ ways failed : at leaft, temptation of-
¢ ten repeated, and long continued, has
¢ feldom been finally refited. In g
< government fo conftituted as to leave
¢ the people expofed to perpetual fe-
¢ duction, by 0pportun'xtiés of diffolute
pleal"urc ‘or iniquitous gam, the mul-
¢ tiplication of penal laws wxll only
¢ tend to depopulate the kingdom, and
¢ difgrace the ftate; to devote to the
¢ fcymitar and the bow-ftring, thofé
¢ who might have been ufeful to fociety,
E2 and
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¢ and to leave the reft diffolute turbus
¢ lent and factious.s If -the ftreets not
¢ only abound ‘with women, who in-
¢ flame the paflenger by théir appear-
¢ ance, their gefture, and their folici-
¢ tations ; but with houfes, in which
s every defire which they kindle may
¢ be gratified with fecrecy and conveni-
<ence ; it is in vain that ¢ the feet of
< the proftitute go down to death, and
« that her fteps take hold on hell:”
¢ what then can be hoped from any
¢ punithment, which the laws of man
¢ can fuperadd to difeafe and want,
< to rottennefs and perdition . If you
¢ permitzoprum to be publickly fold at
< a low rate; it will be folly to hope,
< that the dread of punithment will
¢ render idlenefs and drunkennefs ftran-

¢ gers to the poor. If a tax is fo colle&-
s cd,
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¢ ed, as to leave opportunities to pro-
¢ cure the comimodity, without paying
¢ it; the hope of gain will always fur-
¢ mount the fear of punithment. If,
¢ when the veteran has ferved you at the
¢ rifque of life, you withold his hire;
¢ it will be in vain to threaten ufury
¢ and extortion with imprifonment and
¢ fines. If, in your armies, you fuffer
¢ it to be any man’s intereft, rather to
¢ preferve the Jifc of a horfe than a man;
¢ be affured, that your own fword is
¢ drawn for your enemy : for there will
¢ always be fome, in Whom intereft is
¢ ftronger than humanity and honour.
¢ Put no man’s intereft, thercfore, in,
¢ the ballance againft his® duty ;3 nor
¢ hope that good can often be produc-

¢.ed, but by preventing opportunities
s of evil.’

E 3 To
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To thefe precepts of Omar, Ha:
met liftened as to the irftructions of 4
father ; and haw‘ring promifed to keep
them as the treafure of life, he dif-
miffed him from his prefeace. The
heart of HameT was now expanded
with the moft pleafing expetations ;
but ALMorAN was pining with folici-
tude, jealoufy, and diftruft : he took
every opportunity to avoid both Omar
and Hamer; but Hamer fill retain-
¢d his confidence, and Omar his fuf-

picions.

CHAP,



ALMORAN axp HAMET., 55

CHAP V.

[ N the mean time, the fyftem of
A government was eftablithed which
had been propofed by Omar, and in
which HamEeT concurred from princi-
ple, and ALmMoran from policy. The
views of ALMORAN terminated in the
gratification of his own appetites and
paffions ; thofe of HaMET, in the dif-
charge of his duty:° HaMmeT, there-
fore, was indefatigable in the bufinefs
of the ftate ; and as his{enfe of honour,
and his love of the public':, made this
the employment of his choice, it was
20 him the perpetual fource of 2 gene-

rous and fublime felicity. Armorawn
E 4 alfe
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alfo was equally diligent, but from
another motive : he was actuated, not
by love of the public, but by jealoufy
of his brother ; he performed his tafk
as the drudge of neceffity, with reluc-
tance and ill will; fo that to him it
produced pain and anxiety. wearinefs
and impatience.

To atone for this wafte of time, he
determined to crowd all that remained
with delight : his gardens were an epi-
tome of all nature, and on his palace
were exhaufted all the treafures of art;
his feraglio was filled with beauties of
every nation, and his table fupplied
with dainties from the remoteft corners
of his dominions. In the fongs that
wererepeated in his prefence, he littened

at
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at once to the voice of adulation and
mufic; he breathed the perfumes of
Arabia, and he tafted’ the forbidden
pleafure of wine. But as every appe-
tite is foon fatiated by excefs, his ea-
gernefs to accumulate pleafure deprived
him of enjoyment. Among the variety
of beauty that furrounded him, the
paffion, which, to be luxurious, muft
be delicate and refined, was degraded
to a mere inftin€t, and exhaufted .in
endlefs diffipation ; the carefs was un-
endeared by a confciounefs of recipro-~
cal delight, and was ifnmediately fuc-
ceeded by indifference or difguft. By
the dainties that perpetually urged him
to intemperance, that app:‘tiu;, which
alone could make even dainties tafteful,
was deftroyed. The fplendof of his
palace and the beauty of his gardens,

be-



# ALMORAN axp HAMET:

became at length fo familiar to his eye;
that they were frequently before him,
without being feen. Even flattery and
mufic loft their power, by too frequent
a repetition : and the broken flumbers
of the night, and the languor of the
morning, were more than equivalent
to the tranfient hilarity that was in-
fpired by wine. . ‘Thus paffed the time
of ALmoRran, divided between pain-
ful labours which he did pot dare to
fhun, and the fearch of pleafure which
he could never find,

HaMmeT, on the contrary, did not
feck pleafure, but pleafure feemed to
feek hith:‘he had a perpetual com-
pla_cence and ferenity of mind, which
rendered him conftantly fulceptible of
pleafing impreflions ; cvery thing that

was
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was prepared to refrefh or entertain
him in his feafons of retirement and
relaxation, added fomething to the de-
light which was continually fpringing
in his breaft; when he reviewed the
patt, or looked forward to the future,
Thus, the pleafures of fenfe were’
heightened by thofe of his mind, and
the pleafures of the mind by thofe of
fenfe : he'had, indeed, as yet no wifes
for as yet no woman had fixed his at«
tention, or determined his choice.

Among the ambaffadors whom the
monarchg of Afia fent to congratulate
the fons of Solyman upon their accef-
fion to the throne, there was a native
of Circaffia, whofe name was Abdallah.
Abdallah had only one child, a daugh-
ter, in whom all his happine{s and af-

fe&ion
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fe&ion centered ; he was unwilling to
Jeave her behind, and therefore brought
ber to the court of Perfia. Her mo-
ther died while fhe was yet an infant ;-
the was now in the fixteenth year of
her age, and her name was ALMEIDA.
She was beautiful as the daughters of
Paradife, and gentle as the Lbreezes of
the fpring; her mind was without
ftain, and her manners were without

art.

She was lodged with her father in a
palace that joined to the gardens of
the feraglio ; and it happened that a
Jamp which had one night been left
burning in a lower apartment, by fome
accident {et fire to the net-work of
- cotton that furrounded a fopha, and
the whole room was foon after in a

flame.
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flame. ALmoraNn, who had been
pafling the afternoon in riot and de-
bauchery, had been removed from his
banquetting room afleep; but HameT
was ftill in his clofet, where he had
been regulating fome papers that were
to be ufed the next day. The windows
of this room opened towards the inner
apartments of the houfe in which Ab-
dallah refided ; and HameT, - having
by accident looked that way, was
alarmed by the appearance of an un-
ufual light, and ftarting up to fee
whence it proceeded, « he difcovered

what had happened.

Having haftily ordered the* guard
of the night to affift in quenching the
ﬂamc, and removing the furmture,
he ran himfelf into the gardi;n As

foon
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foon as he was.come up to the houfe,
‘e was alarmed by the fhrieks of a
female voice; and the next moment,
Aimeipa appeared at the window of
an ‘apartment dire&ly over that which
was on fire. ALmeipa he had till now
never feen, nor did he fo much as
know that Abdallah had a daughter:
but though her perfon was urknown,
he was ftrongly interefted in her dan-
ger, and called out to her to throw
herfelf into his arms. At the found
of his voice fhe ran back into the
room, fuch is the force of inviolate
modefty, though the fmoke was then
rifing in curling fpires from the win-
dows: fhe was, however, foon driven
back ; and part of the floor at the
fame inftant giving way, fhe wrapt

her
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her veil round her, and leaped inté
the garden. HaMeT caught her in
his arms; but though he broke her
fall, he funk down with her weight:
he did not, however, quit his charge ;
but perceiving fhe had fainted, he made
hafte with her into his apartment, to
afford her fuch affiftance as he could
procure.

She was covered only with the light
and loofe robe in which fhe flept, and’
her veil had dropped off by the way.
The moment he entered his clofer,
the light difcovered to him fuch beauty
as before he had never feen : the now
began to revive; and before her fenfes
returned, fhe prefled the prince with
an, involuntary embrace, which he
returned by ftraining her clofexr to his

breaft,
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breaft, in 4 tumult of delight, confu-
fion, and anxiety, which he could
fcarce fuftain. As he flill held her in
his arms, and gazed filently upon her,
the opéned' her eyes, and inftantly re-
linquithing her hold, fhrieked out, and
threw herfelf from him. As there
were no women nearer than that wing
of the palace in which his brother re-
fided, and as he had many reafons
not to leave her in their charge; he
was in the utmof} perplexity what to
do. He affured her, in fome hafty
and incoherent words, of her fecurity ;
he told her, that fhe was in the royal
palace,.and that he who had conveyed
her thither was Hamer. The habi-
tual reverence of {overeign power, now
furmounted all other paffions in the
bofom of ALmEIDA : fhe wasinftantly’

covered

5
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covered with new confufion ; and hid-
ing her face with her hands, threw her-
felf at his feet: he raifed her with a
trepidation almoft equal to her own,
and endeavoured to footh her into con-
fidence and tranquillity.

Hitherto her memory had been
wholly fufpended by violent paffions,
which had crowded upon her in a rapid
and uninterrupted fucceflion, and the
firft gleam of recollettion threw her
into a new agony® and having been
filent a few moments, fhe fuddenly
fmote her hands together, and burfting
into tears, cried out, ¢ Abdaliah! my
¢ father! my father!’—HaneT not
only knew but felt all the meaning of
the exclamation, and immediately ran
again into the garden: he had ad-

Vor. L. I vanced
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vanced but a few paces, before he dif-
cerned an old man fitting upon the
ground, and leoking upward in filent
anguifh, as if he had exhaufted the
power of complaint. HameT, upon
a nearer approach, perceived by the
light of the flame that it was Abdal-
lah; and inftantly calling him by his
name, told him, that his daughter was
fafe. At the name of his daughter,
Abdallah fuddenly ftarted up, zsif he
had been roufed by the voice of an an-
gel from the ﬂcep ®f death: Hamer
-again repeated,’ that his daughter was
in fafety ; and Abdallah looking wift-
fully at him, -kmew him to be the
king. He was then ftruck with an
awe that reltrained him from enquiry :
but Hamer directing him where he
might find her, went forward, that he

~ might
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might not Jeffen the pleafure of their
interview, nor reftrain the firft tran-
fports of duty and affeftion by his
prefence. He foon met with other
fugitives from the fire, which had
opened a communication between the
gardens and the ftreet; and among
them fome women belonging to Ar-
MEIDA, whom he condu@ed himfeif
to their miftrefs. He immediately al-
‘lotted to her and to her father, an
apartment in his divifion of the pa-
lace ; and the fire being now nearly
extinguithed, he retired to reft.

Fo CHAP.
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CHAP VL

HOUGH the night was far ad-

vanced, yert the eyes of HaMET
were ftrangers to fleep : his fancy in-
ceflantly repeated the events that had
juft happened ; the image of ALMEIDA
was ever before him; and his breaft
throbbed with a difquietude, which,
though it prevented reft, he did not
wifh to lofe.

ALMoRraAN, in the mean time, was
flumbering away the effets of his in-
temperancé ; and in the morning, when
he was wld what had happened, he
exprefled no paffion but curiofity : he

went



ALMORAN anp HAMET. 69

went haftily into the garden; but when
he had gazed upon the ruins, and en-
quired how the fire began, and what it
had confumed, he thought of it no morc.

But Hamer fuffered nothing that
regarded himfelf, to exclude -others
from his attention : he went again to
the ruins, not to gratify his curiofity,
but to fee what might yet be done to
alleviate the mifery of the fufferers,
and fecure for their ufe what had been
preferved from the flames. He found
that no life had been loft, but that
many- perfons had been hurt ; to thefe
he fent the phyficians of his own
houfhold : and having rewarded thofe
who had aflifted them in their diftrefs,
not forgetting even the foldiers who
had only fulfilled his own.orders, he

F 3 returned,
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returned, and applied himfelf to dif-
patch the public, bufinefs\in the cham-
ber of council, with the fame patient
and diligent attention as if nothing had
happened. He had, indeed, ordered
enquiry to be made after ArLmEipa;
and when. he returned to his apart-
ment, he found Abdallah waiting to
exprefs his gratitude for the obiigations
he had received.

HameT accepted his acknowledge-
ments with a peculiar pleafure, for
they had fome connexion with AL-
MEIDA 5 after whom he again en-
quired, with an ardour uncommon
even to the benevolence of Hamer.
When all his queftions had been atked
and anfwered, he appeared fiill unwil-
king to difmifs Abdallah, though he

feemed
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feemed at a lofs how to detain him
he wanted to Know, whether his daugh-
ter had yet received an offer of mar-
riage, though he was unwilling to
difcover his defire by a diret enquiry :
but he foon found, that nothing could
be known, which was not directly
atked, from a man whom reverence
and humility kept filent before him,
except when fomething was faid which
amounted to a command to fpeak. At
length, however, he faid, not without
fome hefitation, ¢ Is there no one,
¢ Abdallah, who will thank me for
¢ the prefervation of thy daughter,
¢ with a zeal equal to thy own?
¢ Yes,’ replied Abdallah; ¢ that daugh-
¢ ter whom thou hatft preferved.” This
*rsaply, though it was unexpeéted,” was
pleafing : for Hamir was' not only

F 4 gratified
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gratified to hear, that Aimeipa had
exprefled herfelf warmlyvin his behalf,
at leaft as a benefactor ; but he judg-
ed, that if any man had been interefted
in her life as a lover, the anfwer which
Abdallah had given him would not fo
-readily have occurred to his mind.

As this refletion kept HaMmeTr a
tew moments filent, Abdallah with-
drew 3 and HameT, as he obferved
fome marks of hafte and confufion in
his countenance, wasunwilling longer
to continue himin a fituation, which
he had now reafon to think gave him
pain. But Abdallah, who had con-
ceived a fudden thought that Hamet’s
queftion was an indire@ reproach of
ALMEIDA, for not having herfelf foh-,‘

cited admiffion to his prefence ; went
in
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in hafte to her apartment, and order-
ed her immediately to mnake ready to
attend him te the king.

ALmMEIDA, upon whofe mind the
image of HameT had not been abfent
a moment fince the firft faw him, re-
ceived this order with a mixture of
pain and pleafure ; of wifhes, hopes,
and apprehenfions, that filled her bo-
fom with emotion, and covered her
face with blufhes. She had not courage
to afk the reafon of the command,
which fhe inftantly pre.parcd to obey;
but the tendernefs of Abdallah, who
perceived and pitied her diftrefs, antici-
pated her with. Inafhort time, there-
fore, he returned to the chamber of
prefence, and having received permif-

ficn, he entered with ALmEeipa in‘his
“hand.
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hand. HamzT rofe in hafte to receive
her, witha glow of pleafure and impati~
ence in his countenance ; and having
raifed her from the ground, fupported
her in his arms, waiting to hear her
voice ; but though the made many at-
tempts, the could not {peak. HaMET,
who knew not to what he owed this fud-
den and unexpeéted interview, which,
though he wifthed, he could contrive
no means to obtain ; imagined that
AvrME]DA had fome requeft, and there-
fore urged her tenderly to make it:
but as fhe ftill remained filent, he
looked at Abdallab, as expecting to
hear it from him. ¢ We have no
¢ wifh,” faid Abdallah, ¢ but to atone
¢ for our offence ; nor any requeft,
¢ but that my lord would now accept
¢ the thanks of ALmEipa for the life

¢ which
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¢« which he has preferved, -and impute.
¢ the delay, not to ingratitude, but
¢ inadvertence : let me now take her
¢ back, as thy gift; and let the light
¢ of thy favour be upon us.” ¢ Take
¢ her then,” faid Hamer; ¢ for I
¢« would give her only to thee.

Thefe words of Hamer did not
efcape the notice either of Abdallah or
ALMEIDA ; but neither of them men-
tioned their conjetures to the other.
ArLmEIpA, who was inclined to judge
of Hamer’s fituatiod by her own,
and who recolleted many little inci<
dents, known only to -herfelf, which
favoured her withes ; indulged the
hope, that fhe fhould again hear of
HausT, with more confidence than

her father; nor were her expeftations
dif-
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difappointed. HameT reflected with:
pleafure, that he had prepared the way
for a more explicit declaration ; and as
his impatience increafed with his paf-
fion every hour, he fent for Abdallah
the next morning, and told him, that
he wifhed to be more acquainted with
his daughter, with a view to make
her his wife: ¢ As neither you nor
¢ your daughter are my fubjecs,’ fays
HameT, ¢ I cannot command you;
<and if you were, upon this occafion
¢ I would not. I do not want a flave,
¢ but a friend ; not merely a woman,
¢but a wife. If I find ALmEipa
¢fuch as my fancy has feigned her;
¢if her mind correfponds with her
¢ form ; and if I have reafon to think,
¢that fhe can give her heart to Ha-
¢ MET, and not merely her hand to the
king;
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¢ king s I fhall be happy.” To this de-
claration, Abdallah replied with expref-
fions of the profoundeft fubmiffion and
gratirude ; and HameT difmiffed him,
to prepare ALME1DA to receive him
in the afternoon of the fame day.

CHAP



¥8 ALMORANwxp HAMET,

CHAP. VIIL

A S <ight moons only had paffed
fince the death of Solyman, and

as the reverence of Hamer for the
memory of his father would not fuffer
him to marry till the year fhould be
completed ; he determined not to men-
tion ALMEIDA to his brother, till the
time when he could marry her was
near. The fierce and haughty deport-
ment of ALMorAN had now left Ha-
MET no room to doubt of his charac-
ter : and though he had no apprehen-
fion that he would make any attempts
upon ALMEIDA, after {he fhould be his
wife; yet he did not know how much
might juftly be feared from his paffion,
if
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if he thould fee her and becorne ena-
moured of her, while the was yet a vir-
gin in the houfe of her father.

Avmerpa had not only unfullied pu-
rity of mind, but principles of refined
and exalted virtue; and as the life of
HameTr was an example of all that
was either great or good, Abdallah fele
no anxiety upon leaving them together,
except what arofe from his fears, that
his daughter would not be able 1o fe-
cure the conqueft the had made.

As it was impoffible for HamzT to
have fuch an acquaintance with Ag-
MEIDA as he defired, il he could enter
into converfation with her upon terms
of equality ; it was -his firft care to
footh her into confidence and famikia-
rity,
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rity, and by degrees he fucceeded: he
foon found, in the free intercourfe of
mind with mind, which he eftablithed
inftead of the implicit {fubmiffion which
only ecchoed his own voice, how little
of the pleafure that women were formed
to give can be enjoyed, when they are
confidered merely as flaves to a tyrant’s
will, the paflive fubje&s of tranfient
dalliance and cafual enjoyment. The
pleafure which he took in the youthful
beauty of ALMEIDA, Was now endeared,
exalted, and refined, by the tender fen-
fibility of her theart, and by the re-
flexion of his own felicity from her
eyes: when he. admired the graceful-
nefs of her motion, the elegance of her
figure, the fymmetry of her features,
and the bloom of her complexion, he

confidered them as the decorations only
of
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of a mind, capable of mixing with his
own in the moft exquifite delight, of re-
ciprocating all his ideas, and catching
new pleafure from his pleafure. Defire
was no longer appetite ; it was imagi-
n‘ation, it was reafon; it included re-
membrance of the paft, and anticipa-
tion of the future; and its object was
not the fex, but ALMEiDA.

As Hamer never witheld any plea-
fure that it was in his power to impart,
he foon acquainted Abdallah, that he
waited only for a propc:r time to place
ALMEIDA upon the throne; but that
he had fome reafons for keeping a re-
folution, which he thought himfelf
obliged to communicate to him, con-
ecaled from others. |

Vor. L. G It
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It happened, however, that fome of
the women who attended upon ALmEr-
pA, met with fome female flaves bee
longing to the feraglio of ALmoran,
at ghe public baths, and related to them
sl the particulars of ALMeIDA’S pre-
fervation by Hamgr; that he had firft
conveyed her to his own apartments,
and had fince been frequently with hes
in that which he had afligned licr in his
palace : they were alfo lavith in the
praif of her beauty, and free in their
conjeétures what might be the iffue of
her intercourfe with Hamxr.

Thus the fituation of Hamer and
Aimeinpa became the fubje@t of con-
verfation in the feraglio of ArLmoraw,
who learnt it himfelf in a fhort g’

from one' of his women,
He
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He had hitherto profeffed great affec-
tion for HameT, and HaMmer was de-
ceived by his profeflions : for notwith-
ftanding the irregularities of his life,
he did not think him capable of cen-
cealed malice ; or of offering injury to
another, except when he was urged by
impetuous paffions to immediate plea-
fure. As there was, therefore, anap-
pearance of mutual affeftion between
them, ArLmor AN, rhough the report
of ALMeipa’s beauty had fired his
imagination and fixed him in a refoluti-
on to fee her, did not think proper
to attempt it without afking FlamEer’s
confent, and being introduced by his.
order; as he made no doubt of there
being a connexion between them which
‘Would make him refent a coptrary con-

dudt.
G 2 He
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He took an opportunity, therefore,
when they were alone in a fummer pavi-
lion that was built on a lake behind the
palace, to reproach him, with an air of
mirth, for having concealed a beauty
near his apartments, though he pre-
tended to have no feraglio. HamzrT
inftantly difcovered his furprize and
emotion by a blufh, which the next
‘moment left his countenance paler than
the light clouds that pafs by night over
the moon. ALMORAN took no notice
of his confufion; but that he might
more eﬁ’e&uallf conceal his fentiments
and prevent fufpicion, he fuddenly ad-
verted to another fubjet, while Ha-
MET was hefitating what to reply. By
this artifice HameT was decerved ; and
concluded, thatwhatever ALmMor ax had
heard of ALMziDaA, had paﬁ"éd flightly

Vel
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over his mind, and was remembered
but by chance ; he, therefore, quickly
recovered that eafe and chearfulnefs,
which always diftinguifhed his conver-
fation.

Aimoran obferving the fuccefs of
his artifice, foon after, as if by a fud-
den and cafual recolletion, again men-
tioned the lady ; and told him, he would
congratu'ate Abdallah upon having re-
figned her to his bed. As Hamer
could notbear to think of ALMORANS
mentioning ALMEIDA Yo her father as
his miftrefs, he replied, that he had no
fuch intimacy with ArLmeipa as he
fuppofed ; and that he had fo high an
opinion of her virtue, as to believe,
that if ‘he fhould propofe it the would
not confent.  The imagination of AL-

G 3 MORAN
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MORAN caught new fire from beatitied
which he found were yet unenjoyed,
and virtue which ftamped them with
fupertor value by rendering them more
difficult of accefs; and as Hamer had
renounced a connetion with her as a
miftréfs, he wanted only to know whe-
ther he intéended her for a wife.

This fecret hé was contriving ta dif-
cover, when Hasst, having reflected,
that if he toncealed this particular, At-
MORAN thight think himfelf at liberty
to make whart attempts he thould think
fir upon ALmEeipa, withott being ac-
.countable to him, or giving him juft
caufe of offence, put an end to his
doubts, by telling him, he had fucha
defign ; but that it would be fome time
before he fhould carry it into execution.

This
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This dzclaration increafed ALMoOR aN’s
impatience ¢ ftill, however, he con-
cealed his intereft in the converfation,
which he niow fuffered to drop.

He parted from his brother, without
any farther mention of ALmMEiDa ; but
while he was yet near him, turned hal-
tily back, and, asif merely to gratify
his curiofity, told him with a {mile,
that he muft indulge him with a fight
of his Circaffian s and defired he might
-accompany him in his next vifit, or at
fome more convenient time ¢ with this
requeft, HameT, as he knew hot how
to refufe it; complied; but it filled his
mind with anxicty and trouble:

He went immediately o ALmEipa,
and told her all that had happened;
G 4 and
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and as fhe faw that he was not with-
out apprehenfions of mifchief from his
brother’s vifit," fhe gently reproached
him for doubting the fidelity. of her
affection, as fhe fuppofed no power
could be exerted by ALMORAN to in-
Jjure him, who in power was his equal.
HamMmeT, in a tranfport of tendernefs,
affured her that he doubted neither het
conftancy nor her love: but as to in-
terrupt the comfort of her mind, would
only double his own diftrefs, he did
not tell her whence his apprehenfions
proceeded ; nor indeed had they any
determinate obje&, but arofe in gene-
ral from the chara&er of his brother,
and the probability of his becoming a
competitor, for what was eflential to
the happinefs of his life,

But
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But if the happinefs of HaMcT was
leflened, the infelicity of ALMORAN
was increafed. All the énjoyments that
were in his power he neglected, his at-
tention being wholly fixed upon that
which was beyond his reach; he was
impatient to fee the beauty, who had
taken intire poffeflion of his mind;
and the probabil'ty that he would be
obliged to refign her to HameT, tor-
mented him with jealoufy, envy, and
indignation,

HameT, however, did not lorg de-
lay to fulfil his promife to his brother ;-
but having prepared ALMEIDA to re-
ceive him, he condu&ed him to her
apartment. The idca which ALMor ax
had formed in his imégination, was ex-
ceeded by the reality, and his paffion

was
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was proportionably increafed ; yet he
found means not only to cenceal it
from Hamer, but from ArmEina, by
affeting an air of levityand merriment,
which is not lefs incompatible with the
pleafures than the pains of love. Af-
ter they had been regaled with coffee
and fhetbet, they parted; and Hamer
congratulated himfelf, that his appsé-
henfions of finding in ALMoran ari-
wval for Aimzeipa’s love, were now at
an end.

But Armoran; whofe paflions were
become more violent by reftraint, was
in a ftate of mind hittle better than dif-
traltion: one moment he determined
to feize upbn the perfon of ALMEIDA
in the night, and fecrete, hér in fome
place acceflible only to “himlelf; and

5 the
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the next to affiffinate his brother, that
he might at once deftroy a rival both
in empire and in love. But theéfe de-
figns were no fooner formed by his
withes, than they were rejected by his
fears : he was not ignorant, that in any
conteft between him and HamzT, the
voice of the public would be againft
him; efpecially in a conteft, in which
it would appear, that HameT had fuf-
fered wrong.

Many other projects, equally rafh,
violent, and injurious, were by turns
conceived and rejeted : and he came at
laft to no other determination, than fill
carefully to conceal his paffion, till
he fhould think of fome expedient to
gratify it; left Hamer fhould have a

Juit
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juft reafon for refufing to let him fee
the lady again, and remove her to fome

place which he might never be able to
difcover.

CIlI AP
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CHAP. VI

N the mean time, Omar, to whom
HawmeT had from time to time dif-
clofed the minuteft particulars of his
fituation and defign, kept his eye al-
moft continually upon ALMoRrAN; and
obferved him with an attention and
fagacity, which it was difficult either
to elude or deceive. He perceived,
that he was more than ufual reftlefs
and turbulent; that in the prefence of
Hamer he frequently changed coun-
tenance ; that his behaviour was artifi-
cialand inconfiftent, frequently fhifting
from gloomy difcontent and furious
agiration, to forced laughter and noify
meriiment..
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merriment. He had zlfo remarked,
that he feemed moft difcompofed after
he had been with HaumeT to ALmEi-
pa, which happened generally once
in a week ; that he was become fond
of folitude, and was abfent feveral days
together from the apartment of his
women.

Omar, who from this conduét of
Armoran had begun to fufpeét his
principles, determined to introduce
fuch topics of difcourfe, as might lead
him to difcovesr the ftate of his mind;
and enable him to enforce and confirm
the principles he had taught him, by
new proofs and illufirations.

ArmoRran, who, fince the death
of his father, had nothing to appre-
hend
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hend from the difcovery of fentiments
which before he had been careful to
conceal ; now urged his objedions
againdt religion, when Omar gave him
opportunity, without referve. ¢ Yon
¢ tell me,” fays he, ¢ of beings that
¢ are immortal, becaufe they are im-
¢ material ; beings which de not cen-
¢ it of parts, and which, therefore,
¢ can admit no folution, the only na-
¢ tural caufe of corruption and decay:
¢ but that which is not material, can
¢ have no extenfion ; and what has no
¢ extenfion, peffefles’no*fpace ; and of
¢ fuch beings, the mind itlelf, which
¢ you pretend to be fuch a being, has
¢ no conception.”

s If the mind,” fays Omar, ¢ can
¢ perceive that there is in itfelf any
fingle
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¢ fingle property of fuch a being, it
¢ has irrefragable evidence that ‘it is
¢ fuch a being; though its mode of
¢ exiftence, as diftin& from matter,
¢ cannot now be comprehended.” ¢ And
¢ what property of fuch a being,’ faid
Armoran, ¢ does the mind of man
¢ perceive in itfelf 2’ ¢ That of aéting,’
faid OMaR, ¢ without metion. You have
¢ no idea, that a material fubftarce can’
¢ act, but in proporiion as it moves :
¢ yet to think, is to 27 ; and with the
¢ idea of thinking, the idea of morion
¢ is never contfected : on ‘the contrary,
¢ we always conceive the mind to be
¢ fixed, in proportion to the degree of
¢ ardour and intenfenc{s with which
¢ the power of thinking is exerted.
¢ Now, if that which is material cannot
a&t without motion; and if man is
¢ confcious,

g,



ALMORAN anxo HAMET. &»

¢ confcious, that to think, is to alt
¢ and not to move; it follows, that
¢ there is, in man, foméwhat that is not
< mattery fomewhat that has no exten-

]

fion, and that poffeflcs no fpace;
¢ fomewhat which, having no contex-
“ture or parts that can be diffolved
¢.or feparated, is exempted from all
¢ the natural caufes of decay.’

OMmar paufed ; and ALMOR AN hav-
ing ftood fome moments without reply,
he feized this opportunity to imprefs
him with an awful fenfe of the power
and prefence of the Supreme and Eter-
nal Being, from whomr his own exift-
ence was derived: ¢ Let us remem-
¢ ber,” faid he, ¢ that to every a& of
*this immaterial and immortal part,
¢ the Father of fpirits, from whom it

V. L. H ¢ rroceeds,
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¢ proceeds, is prefent: when I behold®
¢ the bufy multitudes that crowd the
¢ metropolis of Perfia, in the perfuit
¢ of bufinéfs and projects infinitely
¢ complicated and various ; and con-
¢ fider that every idea which pafles
¢ over their minds, every conclufion,
¢ and every purpofe, with all that they
¢ remember of the paft, and ail thar
¢ they imagine of the future, js at
¢ .once known. to the Almighty, who
<.without labour or confufion weighs;
< every thought of every mind in His,
¢ balance, and referves it to the day
¢ of retribution; my follies cover me
¢« with confufion, and my foul is hum-
% bled in the duft.’

ALMORAN, .though he appeared to.
liften with attention, and offered no-

thing
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thing againft the reafoning of Omar,
yet fecretly defpifed it as fophiftry,
which cunning only had rendered fpe-
cious s and which he was unable to
confute, merely. becaufc it was fubtil,
and not becaufe it was true.: he had
been led, by his paffions, firft to love,.
and then to adopt different opinions ;
and as every man is inclined to judge
of others by himfelf, he doubted, whe-
ther the principles which Omar had
thus laboured to eftablith, were be-
lieved even by Omar himfelf.

Thus was the mind of AtMoran
to the inftrutions of Omar, as a rock
flightly covered with earth; is- to the
waters of heaven : the craggs are lett
bare by the rain that wathes them; and
the fame.thowers that fertilize the field,

H 2 can
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can only difeover the fterility of the
reck.

Owmar, however, did not yet dif-
dofe his fufpiciens to Hamer, be-
esufe he did not yet fee that it could
anfwer any purpofe. *To remove Ar-
MeIpA from her apartment, would be
to fhew a diftruft, for which there
would not appear to be ‘any caufe ;
and tp refufe ALMoRrAN accefs to her
when he defired it, might precipitate
fuch meafures as he might meditate,
and engage him in fome defperate at-
tempt : he, therefore, contented him-
felf with advifing HameT, to conceal
the time of his marriage till the even-
ing before he intended it thould take
place, without affigning the reafon on
which his advice was founded.

To
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T6 the courcil of Omar, Hamer
was implicitly obedient, ag to the re-
velations of the Prophet; but, hike his
inftructions, it was negleééted by Ar-
MORAN, who becarie evety moment
more wretched. He had a graceful
perfon, and a vigorous mind ; he was
in the bloom of youth, and had a con-
ftirution that promifed him length of
days; he had power which princes
were emulous to obey, and wéalth by
which whatever could adminifter to
luxury might be bought; for every
paflion, and every appetite, it was edly
for him to procure a perpetual fut-
ceflion of new obje@ts: yet was AL-
MORAN, not only without enjoyment,
but without peace; he ‘was by‘turﬁs'
pining with difcontent, and ravxﬁg
with indignation ; his vices “had ex-'
H 3 tracted
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traGed bitter from every fweet; and
having exhaufted nature for delight
in vain, he was fepining at the bounds
in which he was 'confined, and re-
gretting the want of other powers as
the caufe of his mifery.

Thus the year of mdurning for So-
lyman was compleated, without any
act of violence on the part of ALmo-
raN, or of caution on the part of
HaMeT: but on the evening of the
laft day, HameT, having fecretly pre-
pared every thing for performing the
folemnity in a private manner, ac-
quainted ALmMoRrAN by a letter, which
Omar undertook to deliver, that he
fhould celebrate his marriage on the
morrow. ALMORAN, who never doubt-
ed but he thould have notice of this

| event



ALMORAN axno HAMET. 163

event much longer before it was to
happen, read the letter with a pertur-
bation that it was imipoffible to con-
ceal: he was alone in his private apart:
ment, and taking his eye haftily from
the paper, he crufhed it together.in
his hand, and thrufting it into his
bofom, turned from Omar without
fpeaking ; and Omar, -thinking hims
felf difmiffed, withdrew.

The paffions which ALmor aN could
no longer fupprefs, now burft out ih
a torrent of exclamation : ¢ Am I then,
faid hc, ¢ blafted for ever with a dou-
¢ bie curfe, divided empire and dxfap-
¢ pointed love ! What 1s "dominion, if
< it is not poffefied alone ? and what i 1s

power, which the dread of ¥ival

< power perpetually controuls ? Is it for
H 4 me
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¢ me to liften. in filence to the wrangs
¢‘ling of flaves, that I may at laft aps,
¢ portion to them what, with 2 clamm
¢ rous infolence, they demand -ds their
¢ doe! as well may the fuh linger in
¢-his courfe, and the world mourn in
¢ ‘darknefs for the day, that the glow+
¢ worm may ftill be feen to glimmer
¢ ‘upon the earth; and the owls and
¢ bats that haunt the fepulchres of the
¢ ‘dead enjoy a longer night. Yet this
¢ ‘have I done, becaufe this has been
. done by HameT : and my heart
* fickens in vain with the defire of
« "beauty, becaufe my power extends
¢'not to Armeipa. With dominion
¢ ‘undivided and Armeipa, I thould
¢ be ALMORAN ; but without the‘m,-i
¢ am lefs than nothing.’
OMAR,
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Omar, who, before he shad pafled
the pavilion, heard a found which hé
knew to be the voice of ALMorAaN, tet
- turned haftily to the chamber in which
he left him, believing he had withs
drawn too foon,. and that the king, as
he knew no other- was prefens, was
fpeaking to him: he foon drew near
enough to hear what was faid; and
while he was ftanding torpid in fuf
penfe, dreading to be difcovered, and
not knowing how to retire, ALMORAN
turned about.

At firft, both ftood motionlefs with
confufion and amazement; but Ax-
moran’s pride foon furmounted his
other paffions, and his difdain of
Owmar gave his guile the firmnefs of
virtue. '

It



%06 ALMORAN .~np HAMET,

¢ It is true,” faid he, ¢ that thou

¢ haft ftolen the fecret of my heart;
¢ but do mnot' think, that I fear it
¢ fhould be known : though my poig-'
¢ nard could take it back with thy life;
¢ Ileave it with thee. To reproach,
¢ or curfe thee, would do thee ho-
¢ nour, and lift thee into an import-
¢ ance which otherwife thou canft never
¢ reach.’ ALmoran then turned from
him with a contemptuous frown : but
Omar caught him by the robe; and
proftrating himfelf upon the ground,
intreated to be heard. His importu-
nity at length prevailed; and he at-
tempted to exculpate himfelf, from the
charge of having infiduoufly intruded
upon the privacy of his prince; but
ALmoran fternly interrupted him:
¢ And what art thou,’ faid he, ¢ that I
¢ fhould
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fhould care, whether thou art inno-
cent or guilty?’ ¢ If not for my
fake,” faid Omar, * liften for thy
own; and though my duty is de-
fpifed, let my affetion be heard:
That thou art not happy, I know;
and I now know the caufe. - Let my
lord pardon the prefumption of his
flave : he that feeks to fatisfy all his
"« withes, muft be wretched ; he only
can be happy, by whom fome are
fuppreflfed.” At thefe words ALmo-
rRan fnatched his robe from the hand
of Omar, and fpurned him in a tranf-
port of rage andindignation : ¢ Thefup-
¢ preffion of defire,” faid he, ¢ is fuch
¢ happinefs, as that of the deaf who
¢ do not remember to have heard,
< If it is virtue, know, that, as virtue,
¢ 1 defpife it'; for though it may fe-

¢ cure
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¢ cure the obedience of the flave, it
¢ can only degrade the prerogative of
¢ aprince, I caft off all reftraint, a$
¢.1 do thee: begone, therefore, to
« HameT, and fee me no more.’

Omir obeyed without reply; and
Armorax being again alone, the con-
fli in his mind was renewed with
greater violence than before. He felt’
all that he had difguifed to Omar;
with the keeneft fenfibility ; and anti-
cipated the effelts of his detettion,
with unutterable anguifh and regret.
He walked backward and forward with
a hafty but interrupted pace; fome-
times {topping fhort, and prefling his
hand hard upon his brow ; and fome-
tirhes by violent geftares thowing the
agitation of his mind : he fometimes

{3 ﬁood
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ftood filent with his ‘eyes fixed upon
the.ground, and his arms folded. toge-
ther ; and fometimes a fudden agany
of thought forced him into loud and
tumultyous exclamartions : he curfed
the impotence of mind that had fuf-.
fered his thoughts to efcape from him
unawares, without refleCting that he
was even then repeating the folly ; and
while he felt himfelf the victim of vice,
he could not fupprefs his contempt of
virtwe: ¢ If 1 muft perith,’ faid he,
¢ I will at leaft perith unfubdued: I
¢ will quench no wifh that nature kin--
¢ dles in my bofom ; nor fhall my
¢ Ips utter any- prayer, but for new
« powers to feed the flame/’

.As he uttered this expreflion, he
felt the palace thake ; he heard a rufh-.
ing
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ihg, like a blaft in the defart; and a
being of niprc than human appcarance
ftood before him. ALmoran, though
he was terrified, was not humbled ; and
he ftcod expelting the event, whether
evil or good, rather with obduracy than
courage.

¢ Thou feeft,” fays the Appearance,

¢ a Genius, whom the daring purpofe
¢ of thy mind has convoked.from the
¢.middle region, where he was ap-
¢ pointed to wait the fignal; and who
¢ is now permatted to alt in concert with
¢ thy will. Is not this the language
< of thy heart? — ¢« Whatever plea-
<« fure I can fnatch from the hand of
<« time, as he paffes by me, 1 will fe-
¢« cure for myfelf : my paffions fhall be
¢ ftrong, that my enjoymeats may be
¢ great ;
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« great; for what is the portion allots
« ted to man, but the joyful madnefs
<< that prolongs the hours of feftivity,
« the fierce delight that is extorted
< from injury by revenge, and the fweet
< fucceffion of varied pleafures which
¢ the wifh that is ever changing pre:
¢ pares for love 7

¢ Whatever thou art,” faid Avire-
RAN, ¢ whofe voice has thus difclofed
¢ the fecret of my foul, accept my ho-
< mage; for I will worfhip thee: and
¢ be thou henceforth nly wifdom and
¢ my ftrength.’

¢ Arife,’ faid the Genius, ¢ for there-

¢ fore am I fent. To-thy own powers,
¢ mine fhall be fuperadded : and if, as
< weak only, thou haft been wretched ;
¢ hedceforth
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¢ henceforth thou fhalt be happy.
¢ Take no thought for to-morrow; to-
‘¢ morrow, my power fhall be employed
¢ in thy behalf. Be not affrighted at
¢ any prodigy ; but put thy confidence
¢ inme.” While he was yet fpeaking
and the eyes of ALmMoran were fixed
upon him, a cloud gathered round
him; and the next moment diffolving
again into air, he difappeared.

CHAR
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CHAP IX.

LMOR AN, when herecovered
from his aftonithment, and had
refleted upon the prodigy, determined
to wait the iffue, and refer all -his
hopes to the interpofition of the Ge-
nius, without attempting any thing to
retard the marriage; at which he re-
folved to be prefent, that he might im-
prove any fupernatural event which
might be produced in his favour.

HauMmzT, in the mean time, was an-
ticipating the morrow with a mixture
of anxiety and pieafure; and though
he had no reafon to think any thing

Vor. I. I could
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could prevent his marriage, yet he
withed it was over, with.an impatience
that was confidcrably increafed by fear.

Though the anticipation of the great
event that was now {o near, kept him
waking the greateft part of the night,
yet he rofe early in the morning ; and
while he waited till ALmEeipa fhould be
ready to fee him, he was told that Omar
was without, and defired admittance.
When he came in, HameT, who al-
ways watched his countenance as a
mariner the ftars of heaven, perceived
that it was obfcured with perplexity.
and grief. ¢ Tell me,” faid HameT,
¢ whence s the forrow that I difcover
¢ in thy face ?’ ¢ I am forrowful,” faid
Omar, ¢ not for mylelf, but for thee.’
At thefe words Hamer ftepr back-

ward,
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ward, and fixed his eyes upon OMar,
without power. to fpeak. ¢ Confider,
faid Omagr, ¢ that thou art not a man
¢ only, but a prince : confider alfo, that
¢ immortality is before thee; and that
¢ thy felicity, during the endlefs ages
¢ of immortality, depends upon thy-
felf . fear not, therefore, what thou
< canft fuffer from others; the evil and
¢ the good of life are tranfient as the
¢ morning dew, and over thefe only
the hand of others can prevail.

»

~

HameT, whofe attdchment to life
was ftrong, and whofe expectations of
immediate enjoyment were high, did
not feel the force of what Omar had
faid, though he affented to its truth.
¢ Tell me,” faid he, ¢ at once, what
¢ thou feareft for me; deliver me from

I 2 ¢ the
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.¢ the torments of fufpenfe, and truft
¢ my own fortitude to fave me from
¢ defpair.” ¢ Know then,’ faid OmMmar,
< that thou art hated by ALmorav,
¢ and that he loves ArLmeipa.” At
this declaration, the aftonithment of
‘HAmMeT was equal to his concern ; and
he was in doubt whether to believe
or difbelieve what he heard : but the
moment he recolleéted the wifdom and
integrity of Omar, his doubts were
at an end ; and having recovered from
his furprize, he was about to make
fuch enquiries” as might gratify the
anxious and tumultuous curiofity which
was excited in.his breaft, when Omar,
lifting up his hand, and beginning again
to fpeak, HaMET remained filent.

¢ Thou
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¢ Thou knoweft,” faid Omar, ¢ that
when my cheeks were yet ruddy with
youth, and my limbs were braced by
vigour, that mine eye was guided to
knowledge by the Jamp that is kind-
led at midnight ; and much of what
is hidden in the innermoft recefles of
nature, was difcovered to me: my
prayer afcended in fecret to Him,
with whom there is wifdom from
everlafting to everlafting, and He il-
luminated my darknefs with His light.
I know, by fuch fenfations as the
world either feels not at all, or feels
unnoticed without knowledge of
their ufe, when the powers that are.
invifible are permitted to mingle in
the walks of men ; and well I know,
that fome being, who is more than
mortal, has joined with ALMGRAN

I3 ¢ againft



418 ALMORAN anp HAMET,

¢ againft thee, fince the veil of night
¢ was laft fpread upon the earth.’

Hamer, whofe blood was chilled
with horror, and whofe nerves were no
longer obedient to his will, after feveral
ineffe@ual attempts to fpeak, looked
up at OmaRr 3 and ftriking his hand
upon his breaft, cried out, in an ear-
neft, but faultering voice, ¢ What
< fhall I do? ¢ Thou muft do,” faid
Onmar, ¢ that which is rRicuT. Let
¢ not thy foot be drawn by any al-
¢ lurement, or driven by any terror,
¢ from the path of virtue. While
< thou art there, thou art in fafety:
¢ and though the world fhould unite
¢ againft thee, by the united world
¢ thou canft not be hurt,’

¢ But
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¢ But what friendly power,’ faid

I1ameT, ¢ fhall guard even the path’

[1

[1

L4

<

of virtue from grief and pain; from
the filent fhaft of difappointed love,
or the founding fcourge of outrage-
ous jealoufy ? Thefe, furely, have
overtaken the foot of perfeverance s
and by thefe, though T fhould per-
fevere, may my feet be overtaken.”
What thou fayeft,” replied Omax,
is true ; and it is true alfo, that the
tempeft which roots up the foreft,
is driven over the mountain with un-
abated rage: but from the moun-
tain, what can it take more than
the vegetable duft, which the hand
of nature has feattered upon the mofs
that covers it ? As the duft is w the
mountain, fo is all that the fterms
of life can take from virtue, to the

14 ¢ fum



v20 ALMORAN anxp HAMET.,

< fum of good which the Omnipotent
¢ has appointed for its reward.” Ha-
mEeT, whofe eye now exprefled 2 kind
of doubtful confidence, a hope that
was reprefled by fear, remained ftill
filent; and Omagr, perceiving the ftate
of his mind, proceeded to fortify it by
new precepts: ¢ If heaven,” faid he,
¢ thould vanith like a vapour, and this
¢ firm orb of earth fhould crumble
¢ into duft, the virtuous mind would
¢ ftand unmoved amidft the ruins of
¢ nature : for He, who has appointed
¢ the heavens and the earth to fail,
< has faid to virtue, ¢ Fear not ; for
«¢ thou canft neither perith, nor be
¢ wretched.” Call up thy ftrength,
¢ therefore, to the fight in which thou
¢ art fure of conqueft: do thou only

¢ that
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¢ that which is r1GguT, and leave the
¢ event to Heaven.’

HamMmeT, in this conference with
Omar, having gradually recovered his
fortitude ; and the time being now
near, when he was to conduét Av-
MEIDA to the court of the palace,
where the marriage ceremony was to
be performed; they parted with mu-
tual benediétions, each recommending
the other to the proteétion of the
Moft High.

At the appointed hour, the princes
of the court being aflembled, the
mufti and the imans being ready, and
Armoran feated upon his throne;
Jdamer and ALmeipa came forward,

and were placed one on the right hand,
and
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and the other on the left. The mufti
was then advancing, to hear and to re-
cord the mutual promife which was to
unite them ; ALMORAN Wwas execrating
the appearance of the Genius, as a de-
Jufive dream, in all the tumults of an-
guith and defpair ; and HameT began
to hope, that the fufpicions of Omar
had been i1l founded ; when a2 firoke of
thunder fhook the palace to its foun-
dations, and a cloud rofe from the
ground, like a thick fmoke, between
Hawmsr and A1 MzIDA.

Armoran, who was infpired with
new confidence and hope, by that which
had ftruck the reft of the affembly
with terror, ftarted from his feat with
an ardent and furicus look ; and at the
fame moment, a voice, that iffued from

2 the
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the cloud, pronounced with a loud but
hollow tone,

¢ Fatehas decreed, to ALMORAN, ALMEIDA.

At thefe words, ALmoran rufhed
forward, and placing himfelf by the
fide of ArLMEipa, the cloud difap-
peared ; and he cried out, ¢ Let me
¢ now proclaim to the world the fecret,
¢ which to this moment I have hidden
¢ in my bofom: Ilove ALMeiDA. The
¢ being who alone knew my love, has
¢ now by miracle approved it. Let his
¢ decree be accomplithed.” He then
commanded that the ceremony thould
proceed; and feizing the hand of the
lady, began to repeat that part of it
which was to have been repeated by
Hamer, But ALMEIDA inflantly drew
her hand from him in an agopy of dif-

trefs H
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trefs; and Hamzr, who till then had
flood motionlels with amazement and
horror, ftarted from his trance, and
fpringing forward rufhed between them.
Avrmorax turned fiercely upon him; but
HawmeT, who having been warned by
OMmar, knew the prodigy to be effected
by fome evil being whom it was virtue
to refift, laid his hand upon kis fcymi-
tar, and, with a frown of indignation
and defiance, commanded him to fland
off: ¢ I now know thee,” faid he, € as
¢ a mari; and, therefore, as a brother
¢ T know thee not.’

Armoran refle@ting, that the foun-
dation of this reproach was unknown
to all who were prefent, and that to
them he would therefore appear to be
injured ; looked round with an affected

{mile
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{mile of wonder and compaflion, as ap-
pealing to them from a charge that was
thus fiercely and injurioufly brought
againft him, and imputing it to the
violence of fudden paffions by which
truth and reafon were overborne. The
eye of HameT at once deteéted the
artifice, which he difdained to expofe;
he, therefore, commanded the guard
that attended to carry off ALmMEIDA tO
her apartment. The guard was prepar-
ing to obey, when ALmorax, who
thought he had now fuch an opportu-
nity to get her into his own power as
would never return, ordered them to
fee her fafcly lodged in his own
feraglio. '

The men, who thus received oppo-

fite commands from perfons to whom
they
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they owed equal obedience, ftood Riil
in fufpenfe, not knowing which to
prefer : ALmoran then reproached
them with want of obedience, not to
him, but to God, appealing to the pro-
digy for the juftification of his claim.
HamMmeT, on the contrary, repeated his
order, with a look and emphafis fcarce
lefs commanding than the thunder and
the voice. But the prieftsinterpofing in
favour of ALmoraN, upon prefump-
tion that his right had been decided
by a fuperior power ; the guard ruth-
ed between HameT and ArMEipa,
and with looks that exprefled the ut-
amoft reluétance and regret, attempted
to feparate their hands, which were
clafped in each other. She was af-
frighted at the violence, but yet more
at the apprehenfion of what was to

' follow ;
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follow 5 fhe, therefore, turned her eyes
upon HaMmeT, conjuring him not to
leave her, in a tone of tendernels and dif-
trefs which it is impoffible to defcribe :
he replied with a vehemence that was
worthy of his paffion, ¢ I will not leave’
¢ thee,” and immediately drew his fa-
bre. At the fame moment they forced
ner from him ; and a party having in-
terpofed to cover thofe that were car-
rying her off, Hamer lifted up his
weapon to force his paffage through
them ; butr was preventgd by Omar,
who, having prefled through the crowd,
prefented himfelf before him. ¢ Stop
< me not,” faid Hamer, ¢ itis for
¢ ALmeipa. ¢ If thou wouldf fave
ALMEIDA,” faid Omar, ¢ and thyfelf,
“-do that only which is R1eur, What

“ have thefe done who oppofe, thee,
more
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¢ more than they ought? and what
¢ end can their deftruétion anfwer, but
¢ to ftain thy hands with unavailing
¢ murder ? Thou canft only take the
¢ life of a few faithful flaves, who will
¢ not lift up their hands againtt thee :
¢ thou cantt not refcue ALmeipa from
¢ thy brother ; but thou canft preferve
¢ thyfelf from guilt.’

Thefe words of Omar fufpended
the rage of HameT, like a charm;
and returning his fcymitar into its
fheath, ¢ Let me then,’ faid he, ¢ fuf-
¢ fer, and be guiltlefs. It is true, that

¢ againft thefe ranks my fingle arm
¢ muft be ineffectual ; but if my’

¢ wrongs can roufe a nation to reprefs

¢ the tyranny, that wili {hortl¥ extend

¢ over it the injuries that now reach

¢ only
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* only to me, juftice thall be done to
¢« Hamer.” Then turning to ALmo-
raN, ¢ Henceforth,’ faid he, ¢theking-
¢ dom fhall be mine or thine. To go-
< vern in concert with thee, is to affo-
¢ ciate with the powers of hell. The
beings that are fuperior to evil, are
¢ the friends of FIaMEeT ; and if thefe
¢ are thy enemies, what fhall be thy
¢« defence ?’ ALMORAN replied only
by a contemptuous fmile; and the af-
fembly being difmiffed he retired to his
apartment : and Hamer and Omar
went out to the people, who had ga-
thered in an incredible multitude abeut
the palace.

“«

Vor. L CHAP
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CHAP X

Rumour of what had happened

within had reached them, which
{fome believed, and jome doubted : but
when they faw Omar and HaMmEeT re-
turn together, and obferved that their
looks were full of refentment and trou-
ble, they became filent with attention
in a moment; which Omar obfcrving,
addrefled them with an eloquence of
which they had often acknowledged
the force, and of which they never re-
pented the effedt.

He told them the tender connexion
between Hamer and ALMEIDA, and
' difclofed
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difclofed the fubtil hypocrify of ALmo-
RAN : he expatiated upon the folly of
fuppofing, that the power that was fu-
preme in goodnefs and truth, fhould
command a violation of vows that had*
been mutually interchanged, and often
repeated ; and devote to ALMoORAN
the beauties, which could only be vo-
luntarily furrendered to Hamer. They
heard him with a vacant countenance’
of furprize and wonder ; and while he
waited for their reply, they agreed
among themfelves, that no man could
avoid the deftiny that was written upon
his head; and that if Aumempa had
thus been raken from Hamer, and
given to ALMORAN, it was an event
that by an unchangeable decree was
appointed to happen ; and that, there-
fore, it was their duty to acquiefce.

' K2 OMar
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Omar then beckoned with his “hand
for audience a fccond time; and told
them, that ALmorawn had not only
prattiled the arts of forcery to deprive
Hamrr of ALmeipa, but that he me-
ditated a deflign to ufurp the fole do-
minion,- and deprive him of the fhare
of the government to which he¢ had a
right by. the will of Solyman his fa-
ther. This alfo they heard with the
fame fentiments of wonder and ac-
quiefcence : If it is decreed, faid they,
that ALmoran fhall be king alone,
who can prevent. it ? and if itsis not,
who can bring it to palfs? ¢ But know

¢ ye not,” faid OmaRr, ¢ that #hen the
¢-end is appointed,’ the means are ap-
¢« pointed alfo. If it is decreed that
¢ one of you fhall this night die by

“ poifon,
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< poifon, 18 it not decreed alfo that he
¢ fhall drink 1t 2’

The crowd now gazed upon each
other, without reply, for fome minutes :
and at laft they only faid, that no ef-
fort of theirs could change the univer-
fal appointment of all things; thae if
ALMoRrRAN was to be king alone, he
would be fo notwithftanding all oppofi-
tion; and that if he was not to be
king alone, no-attempt of his own,
however fupported, could make him
fo. ¢ 1 will not,” fald Omar, ¢ con-
¢ tradi@ your opinion ; I will only tell
¢ you what I have heard, and leave
¢ you to fuffer the calamities which
¢ ‘threaten you, with a fortitude and
¢ refignation that are fuitable to your
¢ principles ; having no confolation to

K3 ¢ offer
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< offer you, but that HameT, whofe
¢ deftiny it was not to make you
¢ happy, will fuffer with you the evils,
¢ that neither he nor you could pre-
¢ vent: the mournful comfort of this
¢ fellowthip, he will not be denied ; for
¢ he loves you too well, to with even
¢ to be happy alone.” The crowd fixed
their eyes upon Hamer, for whom
their affeétion was now ftrongly moved,
with looks of much greater intelligence
and fenfibility ; a confufed murmur, like
the fall of the pebbles upon the beach
when the furge rétires from the fhore,
expreffed their gratitude to HaMeT,
and their apprehenfions for themfelves.

Omar waited till they were again
filent, and then improved the advan-
tage he had gained. ¢ ALMoORravw,’

faid
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faid he, ¢ confiders you as the flaves of
¢ his power; HaMET as the objeéts of
< his benevolence : your lives and your
¢ properties, in the opinion of ALMo-
¢ ran, are below his notice ; but Ha-
¢ met confiders his own intereft as
¢ connected with yours. When ALmo-
¢ rAN, therefore, fhall be unchecked
¢ by the influence of HameT ; he will
¢ leave you to the mercy of fome dele-
¢ gated tyrant, whofe whole power will
¢ be exerted to opprefs you, that ke
¢ may enrich himfelf.’ '

A new fire was now kindled .in their
eyes, and their cheeks glowed with
indignation at the wrongs that threat-
ened them ; they were no longer dif-
pofed to aét upon the principles of fa-

wality, as they had perverfely under-
K 4 ftood
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ftood them ; and they argued at once
Like reafonable ';md free beings, whofe
ations were in their choice, and who
had no doubt but that their a&iony
would produce adequate effe&ts. They
recolleCted that Omar had, in the
reign of Solyman, often refcued them
from fuch oppreffion, as now -threat-
ened ‘them; and that the power of
Hamzr had fince interpofed in their
behalf, when Armoran would have
ftretched his prerogative to their hurt,
or have left them a prey to the farmer
of 2 tax. < Shall Hamer,” faid they,
« be deprived of the power, that he
¢ employs only for our benefity and
¢ ‘fhall it center in ALMOR AN, who will
¢ abufe it to .our ruin? Shall we ra-
¢ ther fupport ALMOR AN in the wrong
¢ he has done to Hamer, than Ha-

¢ MET
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¢ meT to obtain juftice of Afmoran?
¢ HameT is our king; fet him com-
¢ mand us, and we will obey.” This
was uttered with a fhout that ecclioed
from the mountains beyond the city,
and continued near a full hour. In
the mean time, the multitude was in-
ciealing every moment; and the troops
that lay in and near the city having
taken arms, fell in with the ftream:
they were {fecretly attached to Ha.
MeT, under whofe eye they had been
formed, and of whofe bounty they had
often partaken; and ¢heir fear being
removed by the general cry, which left
them no room to apprehend an oppo-
fition in favour of ALMorawn, they
were now at full Liberty to follow their
inclinations.

in
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In the mean time, ALMoraN, who
had retired to the innermoft court of
the palace, had heard the tumult, and
was alarmed for his fafety: he ran
from room to room, confufed and ter-
rified, without attempting or directing
any thing either for his defence or
cfcape ; yet he fent every moment to
know the flate of the infurreftion, and
to what end its force would be di-
‘relted.

Among thofe whom accident rather
than choice had attached to the intereft
of ALmMoRrAN, were Ofmyn and Caled :
they were both.diftinguifhed by his fa-
vour ; and each had conceived hopes
that, if he fhould poffefs the thron=
alone, he would delegate his authority
to him. ALMORAN now ordered them

to



ALMORAN anp HAMET. 139

to take the command of the troops,
that were appointed to .attet‘xd his per-
fon as their peculiar duty, with as many
others as had not declared for HamsT,
and to fecure all the avenues that led to

his feraglio.

Omar and HaMET were now on
horfeback, and had begun to form the
troops that had joined them, and as
many others as were armed, which
were before mingled together in a con-
fufed multtude. An account of this
was brought to ALMmora~N by Ofmyn;
and threw him into a perturbation and
perplexity, that difgraced his charac-
ter, and confounded his attendants,
He urged Ofmyn, in whom he moft
confided, to difpatch, without giving
him any orders to execute ; then turn-

z ing
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ing from him, he uttered, in a low
and inarticulate voice, the moft paf-
fionate exclamations of diflrefs and
terror, being ftruck with the thought
that his guard might betray him : when
he recollected himfelf, and perceived
that Ofmyn was ftill prefent, he burft
into a rage, and {natching out his poig-
nard, he {fwore by the foul of the Pro-
phet; that if he did not inftently at-
tempt fomething, he would ftab him
to the heart. Ofmyn drew back trem-
bling and confufed; but having yet
received no orders, hs would have
fpoken, but ALmoran drove him
from his prefence with menaces ard
execrations.

The moment that Ofwiyn left him,
his rage fubfided in his fears, and his
fears
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fears were mingled with remorfe :
¢« Which way foever I turn,” faid he,
< I fee myfelf furrounded by deftruc-
< tion. I have incenfed Ofmyn by un-
¢ reafonable difpleafure, and caulfelefs
¢ menaces. He muft regard me at
once with abhorrence and contempt :
¢ and it is impaffible, but he fhould
revolt to HameT.”

"~

~

In this agony, the terrors of futu-
rity ruthed upon his mind with all
their force ; and he ftarted as if at the
bite of a {corpion: ¢ Td me,” faid he,
¢ death, that now approaches, will be
¢ but the beginning of forrow. I fhall
¢ be cut off at once from enjoyment,
¢ and from hope; and the dreadful
¢ moment is now at hand.” While he
was {peaking, the palace again thook,

and
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and he ftood again in the prefence of
the Genius.

¢ ALMoORraAN,’ faid the inhabitant of
the unapparent world, ¢ the evil which
¢ thou feareft, fhall not be upon thee.
¢ Make hatte, and thew thylelf from
¢ the gallery to the people, and the
¢ tumult of fa&ion fhall be ftill before
¢ thee: tell them, that their rebellion
¢ is not againft thee only, but againft
¢ Him by whom thou reigneft: ap-
¢ peal boldly to that power for a con-
¢ firmation of thy words, and rely for
< the attefting {ign upon me.” ALMo-
rAN, who had ftooped with his face
to the ground, now looked upward;
and found himfelf alone: he hafted,
therefore, to follow the dire@ions ke
had
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had reccived ; and hope was again
kindled in his bofom.

Ofmyn, in the mean time, made a
proper difpofition of the troops now
under his command ; and had direéted
a feleét company to remain near the
perfon of the king, that they might at
leaft make good his retreat.  'While he
was waiting at his poft, and revolving
in his mind the total difappointment
of his hopes, and confidering what he
thould do if HameT fhould eftablifh
himfelf alone, he was joincd by Caled,

Caled had a fecret enmity againft
Ofmyn, as his rival in the favour of
ALMoraN; but as he had concealed
his ‘own pretenfions from Ofmyn, Of-
myn had no ill will againft Caled, As

they
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they were now likely to be involved in
one common calamity, by the ruin of
the princz whofe party they had el
poufed; Caled’s enmity fubfided, and
the indifference of Ofmyn was warmed
into kindnefs: mutual diftrefs pro-
duced mutual confidence ; and Caled,
after condoling with Ofmyn on their
prefent hopelefs fituation, propofed
that they fhould draw off their forces,
and revolt to Hamer., This propofi-
tion Ofmyn rcjelted, not only from
principle, but from intereft: ¢ Now
< we have accepted of a truft,” faid he,
¢ we ought not to betray it. If we
¢ had gone over to Hamer, when he
firft declared againft his brother, hLe
¢ would have received us with joy,
and probably have rewarded our fer-
vice; but I know, that his virtus

will

L)

L)

n
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¢ will abhor us for treachery, though
¢ practifed in his favour : treachery,
¢ under the dominion of HameT, will
¢ not only cover us with dithonour,
¢ but will probably devote us to
¢ death.’

In this reafoning, Caled could not
but acquiefce ; he felt himfelf fecretly
but forcibly reproved, by the fuperior
virtue of Ofmyn : and while he regret-
ted his having made a propofal, which
had been rejected not only as impru-
dent but infamous ; he concluded, that
Ofmyn would ever after fufpe@ and
defpife him; and he, therefore, from
2 new caufe, conceived new enmity
againft him. They parted, however,
without any appearance of fufpicion

Vor. I L or
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or difgult; and, in a fhort time, they
were in circumftances very different
from their expettations.

END or VOL. L
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CHAP XL

LMORAN had now reached

the gallery; and when the mul-

titiids faw him, they fhouted as in tri-
umph, ‘and demanded that he fhould
furrender. HameT, who alfo perceived
him at a diftance, and was unwilling
that any violence fhould be offered to
Vor. 1I. B his
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his perfon, preffed forward, and when
he was come neat, commanded filence.
At this moment ArLmorax, with a
loud voice, reproached them with im-
piety and folly ; and appealing to the
power, whom in his perfon they had
offended, the air fuddenly grew dark,
a flood of lightning defcended from
the fky, and a peal of thunder was ar-
ticulated into thefe words -

Divided fway, the God who reigns alone
Abhors ; and gives to ALMORAN the throne,

The multitude ftood aghaft at the
prodigy ; and hiding their faces w1th
their hands, every one departed in fi-
lence and confufion, and HameT and
OmMmar were left alone. Omar was
taken by fome of the foldiers who had

adhered
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adhered to ALmoran, but Hawmer
made his efcape.

Armoran, whofe withes were thus
far accomplithed by the intervention of
a power fuperior to his own, exulted
in the anticipation of that happinefs
which he now fuppofed to be fecured ;
and was fortified in his opinion, that
he had been wretched only becaufe he
had been weak, and that to multiply
and not to fupprefs his withes was the
way to acquire felicity, ‘

As he wasreturning from the gallery,
he was met by Ofmyn and Caled, who
had heard the fupernatural declaration
in his behalf, and learned its effeéts.
AvLmoran, in that hafty flow of un-
bounded but capricious favour, which,

B2 in
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in contracted minds, is the effe&t only
of unexpected good fortune, raifed
Ofmyn from his feet to his bofom:
¢ As in the trial, faid he, ¢ thou haft
¢ been faithful, I now inveft thee with
¢ a fuperior truft. The toils of ftate
¢ fhall from this moment devolve
¢ upon thee; and from this moment,
¢ the delights of empire unallzyed fhall
¢ be mine: I will recline at eafe, re-
¢ mote from every eye but thofe that
¢ reflet my own felicity ; the felicity
¢ that I fhall tafte in fecret, furround-
¢ ed by the {miles of beauty, and the
¢ gaities of youth. Like heaven, I
¢ will reign unfeen; and like heaven,
¢ though unfeen, I will be adoted.’
Ofmyn received this delegation of
power with a tumultuous pleafure, that

was expreffed only by filence and con-
fufion.
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fufion. Armoran remarked it; and
exulting in the pride of power, he fud-
denly changed his afpe, and regard-
ing Ofmyn, who was yet bluthing, and
‘whofe eyes were {wimming in tears of
gratitude, with a ftern and ardent coun-
tenance ; ¢ Let me, however,” {aid he,
¢ warn thee to be watchful in thy truft:
¢ beware, that no rude commotion vio-
¢ late my peace by thy fault; left my
¢ anger {fweep thee in a2 moment to de-
¢ ftruétion.” He then directed his eye
to Caled: ¢ And thown too,” faid he,
¢ haft been faithful; be thou next in
¢ honour and in power to Ofmyn.
¢ Guard both of you my paradife from
¢ dread’and care; fulfill the duty that
¢ I have affigned you, and live.

B 3 He
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He was then informed by a meffen-
ger, that HameT had efcaped, and
that Omar was taken. As he -now
defpifed the power both of HaMEeT and
Omar, he expreffed neither concersi
nor anger that HameT had fled ; but
he ordered Omar to be brought be-
fore him.

When Omar appeared buund and
difarmed, he regarded him with a fmile
of infult and derifion ; and afked him,
what he had now to hope. ¢ I have,
¢ indeed,” faid OmaR, ¢ much lefs to
¢ hope, than thou haft to fear.” ¢ Thy
¢ inflolence,’” fard ALMoORAN, © is equal

-

to thy folly : what power on ¢arth is
¢ there, that I fhould fear?’ ¢ Thy
¢ own,” faild Omar. ¢ 1 have not lei-
¢ fure now,” replied ALMORAN, ¢ to
¢ hear
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hear the paradoxes of thy philofophy
explained : but to thew thee, that I
fear not thy power, thou fhalt live.

< I will leave thee to hopelefs regret;

to wiles that have been {corned
and defeated; to the unheeded pe-
tulance of dotage; to the fondnefs
that is repayed with neglet ; to reft-
lefs withes, to credulous hopes, and
to derided command : to the flow and
complicated torture of defpifed old
age; and that, when thou fhalt long
have abhorred thy being, fhall deftroy
it.” < The mifery,” fadd Omar, ¢ which
thou haft menaced, it is not in thy
power to inflit. As thou haft taken
from me all that I poffefled by the
bounty of thy father, it is true

“that I am poor; it is true allo, that

my knees are now feeble, and
B4 ¢ bend
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bend with the weight of years that i3
upon me. I am, as thou art, a man;
and therefore I have erred: but I
have ftill kept the narrow path in
view with a faithful vigilance, and to
that I have foon returned : the paft,
therefore, I do not regret; and the fu-
ture I have no caufe to fear. In Him
who is moft merciful, 1 have hope ;
and in that hope even now I rejoice
before thee. My portion in the pre-
fent hour, is adverfity : but I receive
it, notonly with humility, but thank-

fulnefs; for I know, that whatever
is ordained is beft.’

ALmoRrAN, in whofe heart  there

were no traces of Omar’s virtue, and
therefore no foundation for his confi-
dence; fuftained himfelf againft their

force,



ALMORAN axp HAMET. ¢

force, by treating them as hypocrify
and affe@ation: ¢ 1 know,’ fays he,
¢ that thou haft long learned to eccho
¢ the fpecious and pompous founds, by
+_which hypocrites conceal their wretch-
¢ ednefs, and excite the admiration of
¢ folly and the contempt of wifdom :
¢ yet thy walk in this place, fhall be
¢ ftill unreftrained. Here the fplendor of
« my felicity fhall fill thy heart with
¢ envy, and cover thy face with con-
¢ fufion; and from thee fhall the world
¢ be inftructed, that the enemies of
¢ ALMORAN can move ho paffionin his
¢ breaft but contempt, and that moft
¢ to punith themis to permit them to
¢ live)

Owmar, whofe eye had tifl now been
fixed upon the.ground. regarded Ar-
MORAN
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MORAN with a calm but fteady counte-
nance : * Here then,” faid he, ¢ will I
¢ follow'thee, conftant as thy thadow ;
¢ tho’, as thy thadow, unnoticed or ne-
¢ gleGted : here fhall mine eye watrch
¢ thofe evils, that were appointed from
¢ everlaiting to attend vpon guilt: and
here thall my voice warn thee of
¢ their approach. From thy breaft may

¢ they be averted by righteoufnefs! for
¢ without this, though all the worlds
¢ that roll above thee thould, to aid
¢ thee, unite "all their power, that
¢ power can aid ther only to be
wretched.’

"

ArLmorav, in 2ll the pride of gra-
tified ambition, invefted with domi-
nion that had no limiis, and allied
with powers that were n.ore than mor-

3 tal;
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tal; was overawed by this addrefs, and
his countenance grew pale. But the
next moment, digig_ining ta be thus
controuled by the voice of a flave, his
cheeks were fuffufed with the blufhes
of indignation : he turned from Omag,
in {corn, anger, and confufion, without
reply; and Omar departed with the
calm dignity of a benevolent and fupe-
rior being, to whom the fmiles and
frowns of terreftrial tyranny were alike
indifferent, and in whom abhorrencc
of the turpitude of vice was mingled
with compaffion for its folly.

CHAP
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CHAP XIL

N the mean time, ALmEIDA, who
had been conveyed to an apart-
ment in ALMORAN’s feraglio, and de-
livered to the care of thofe who attend-
ed upon his women, fuffered all that
grief and terror could infli¢t upon a ge-
nerous, a tender, and a delicate mind
yet in this complicated diftrefs, her at-
tention was principally fixed upon
Hamer. The difappointment of his
hope, and the violation of his right,
were the chief obje&s of her regret
and her fears, in all that had already
happened, and in all that was ftill to
come ; every infult that.might be of-
fered

4
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fered to herfelf, fhe confidered as an
injury to him. Yet the thoughts of
all that he might fuffer in her perfon,
gave way to her apprehenfions of what
might befall him in his own : in his fi-
tuation, every calamity that her imagi-
nation could conceive, was poflible ;
her thoughts were, therefore, bewil-
dered amidft an endlefs variety of
dreadful images, which ftarted up be-
fore them which way foever they were
turned ; and it was impoffible that the
could gain any certain intelligence of
his fate, as the fplendid’prifon in which
fhe was now confined, was furrounded
by mutes and eunuchs, of whom no-
thing could be learned, or in whofe re-
port no cbnfidence could be placed.

‘While



14 ALMORAN ayo HAMET.

‘While her mind was in this ftate of
agitation and diftrefs, fhe perceived
the door open, and the next mo-
ment ALMo R AN entered the apartment.
‘When fhe faw him, fhe turned from
him with a look of unutterable an-
guiﬁl; and hiding her face in her velil,
fhe burft into tears. The tyrant was
moved with her diftrefs; for unfeel-
ing obduracy is the vice only of the
old, whole fenfibility has been worn
away by the habitual perpetration of
reiterated wrongs.

He approached her with looks of
kindnefs, and his voice was involun-
tarily modulated to pity; fhe was,
however, too much abforbed in her
own forrows, to reply. ke gazed
upon her with tendernefs-and admira-

tion;
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tion; and taking her hand into his
own, he prefled it ardently to his bo-
fom : his compaffion foon kindled into
defire, and from foothing her diftrefs,
he began to folicit her love. This in-
ftantly roufed her attention, and re-
fentment now fufpended her grief: the
turned from him with a firm and
haughty ftep, and inftead of anfwer-
ing his profeflions, reproached him with
her wrongs. ALmoRran, that he might
at once addrefs her virtue and her paf-
fions, obferved, that though he had lov-
ed her from the firft moment he had feen
her, yet he had concealed his paffion
even from her, till it had received the
fan&tion of an invifible and fuperior pow-
er; that\he came, therefore, the mef-
fenger o&.eavcn ; and that he offered
her unrivalled empire and everlafting

love,
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love. To this the anfwered only by
an impatient and fond enquiry after
HawmeT. ¢ Think not of HameT,’ faid
Armoran; ¢ for why thould he who
¢ is rejected of Heaven, ke fill the fa-
¢ vourite of ALmeipa?’ ¢ If thy hand,*
faid Armeipa, ¢ could quench in
¢ everlatting darknefs, that vital fpark
¢ of intelle€tual fire, which the word
< of the Almighty has kindled in my
¢ breaft to burn for ever, then might
¢ ALMeIDa ceafe to think of HAMET ;
¢ but while that fhall live, whatever
form it thall inhabit, or in whatever
< world it thall refide, his image fhall
¢ be for ever prefent, and to him fhall
¢« my love be for ever true.” This
glowing declaration of her lovel for Ha-
MET, was immediately fuccedded by a
tender anxiety for his fafety ; and a fud-

den

-~
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den refle@tion upon the probability of
his death, and the danger of his fitua-
tion if alive; threw her again into
tears.

AvLMoraN, whom the ardour arnd
impetuofity of her paffions kept forne-
times filent, and fometimes threw into
-confufion, again attempted to footh and
comfort her: fhe often urged him to
tell her what was become of his bro-
ther, and he as often evaded the quel-
tion. As fhe was about t6 renéw her
enquiry, and reflected that it had al-
ready been often made, and had not
yet been anfwered, the thought that Ar-
MOR«? had already put him to death :
‘this t
which he did not immediately difcover

Prew her into a new apony, of

the caufle; but as he foon learned it from
VYOL- II. C ]',C;‘
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her reproaches and exclamations, he
perceived that he could not hope te
be heard, while fhe was in doubt about
the fafety of Hamer. In order, there-
tfore, to footh her mind, and pre-
vent its being longer poffeffed with an
ymage that excluded every other; he
affumed a look of concern and aftonifh-
saent at the imputation of a crime,
which was at once {o horrid and fo un-
neeeflary.  After a folemn deprecation
of iuch enormous guilt, he oblerved,
that as.it was row impofllible for Ha-
mET 10 fucceed ds his rival, either in
cmpire or in love, without the breach
of a command, which he knew his vir-
tue would implicitly obey; he had no
motive either to defire his ddath, or
to refltrain his liberty: ¢ Hls walk,’
fays he, ¢ is 8111 urcircumfcribed in

¢ Perfia;
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¢ Perfia; and except this chamber,
¢ there is no part of the palace to
¢ which he is not admitted.’

To this declaration ALmeipa lift-
ened, as to the mufic of paradife; and
it fufpended for a-while every paffion,
but her love: the fudden eafe of her
mind made her regardlefs of all about
her, and fhe had in this interval fuffered
ALMmoRraN to remove her veil, without
refleCting upon what he was doing.
The moment fhe recollefted herfelf,
the made a gentle effort to recover it,
with fome confufion, but without an-
ger. The pleafure that was expreffed
in her eyes, the blufh that glowed up-
on her 'chcek, and the conteft about
the veil, which to an amorous imagina-
tion had an air of dalliaiice, concurred

C2 to
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to heighten the paffion of Armoran
almoft to phrenfy : fhe perceived her
danger in his looks, and her fpirits in-
ftantly took the alarm. He feized her
hand, and gazing ardently upon her,
he conjured her, with a tone and em-
phafis that ftrongly expreffed the tu-
inultuous vehemence of his withes,
that the would renounce the rites which
had been forbidden above, and that
fhe would receive him to whom by mi-
racle fhe had been alloted.

Aimreipa, whom the manner and
voice ¢f ALmMorawn had terrified into
filence, anfweréd him at firft only with
a look that exprefled averfion ahd dif-
dain, over-awed by fear. ¢ Wilt thou
¢ not,” fard ArLmMoran, ¢ fulfill the
¢ decrecs of Heaven ? I conjure thee,

< bY
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¢ by Heaven, to anfwer.” From this
folemn reference to Heaven, ALMEl-
pa derived new fortitude: fhe in-
ftantly recolleéted, that fhe ftood in
the prefence of Him, by whofe per-
miffion only every other power, ‘whe-
ther vifible or invifible, can difpenfe
evil or good : ¢ Urge no more,’ faid
fhe, ¢ as the decree of Heaven, that
¢ which is inconfiftent with Divine per-
¢ feGion. Can He, in whofe hand
¢ my heart is, command me to wed
¢ the man whom he has not enabled me
¢ to love ? Can the Pure, the Juft, the
¢ Mercifu), have ordained that I fhould
¢ fuffer embraces which I loath, and
¢ violate vows which His laws per-
¢ mitted me to make? Can He
¢ have ordained a perfidious, a love-
“ lefs, and a joylefs proftitution ? What

C3 if.
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¢ if a thoufand prodigies {hould con-
« cur to enforce it a thoufand times,
¢ the deed itfelf would be a ftronger
¢ proof that thofe prodigies were the
¢ works of darknefs, than thofe prodi-
¢ gies that the deed was commanded
¢ by the Father of light”

ALmoran, whofe hopes were now
blafted to the root, who perceived that
the virtue of ALmeipa could neither
be deceived nor overborné; that fhe
at once contemned his power, and ah-
horred his love ; gave way to all the
furies of his mind, which now flum-
bered no more: his countenance ex-
prefled at once anger, indignation, and
defpair; his gefture became furious,
and his voice was loft in menaces and
execrations. ALMEIDpA beheld him

with
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with an earneft yet fteady countenance,
till he vowed to revenge the indignity
he had fuffered, upon Hamer. - At
the name of HameT, her fortitude for-
fook her; the pride of virtue gave way
to the foftnefs of love ; her cheeks be-
came pale, her lips trembled, and tak-
ing hold of the robe of Armoran,
fhe threw herfelf at his feet. His fury
was at firft fufpended by hope and ex-
pectation; but when from her words,
which grief and terror had rendered
fcarce articulate, he, could learn oniy
that the was pleading for Hamzr, he
burft from her in an extafy of rage;
and forcing his robe from her hand,
with a violence that dragged her after
ir, he rufhed out of the chamber, and
left her proftrate upon the ground.

C 4 As
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As he paffed through the gallery
with a hafty and difordered pace, he
was feen by Omar ; who knowing
that he was returned from an interview
with ALMEID A, and conje&uring from
his appearance what had happened,
Judged that he ought not to negleét
this opportunity to warn him once more
of the delufive phantoms, which, under
the appearance of pleafure, were lead-
ing him to deftruction: he, therefore,
icllowed him unperceived, till he had
veached the apartment in which he had
been ufed to retire alone, and heard
again the loud and tumultuous excla-
mations, which were wrung from his
heart by the anguifh of difappoint-
ment: ¢ What have I gained,’ faid he,
¢ by abfolute dominion! The flave
¢ who, fecluded from the gales of life

¢ and
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¢ and from the light of .heavcn, toils
¢ without hope in the darknefs of the
¢ mine, riots in the delights of para-
¢ dife compared with me. By the ca-
¢ .price of one woman, I am robbed
¢ not only of enjoyment but of peace,
¢ and condemned for ever to the tor-
¢ ment of unfatisfied defire.”

Omar, who was impatient to ap-
prize him that he was not alone, and
to prevent his dilclofing fentiments
which he withed to conceal, now threw
himf{clf upon the ground at his feet.
¢ Prefumptuous flave!” faid Armo-
RAN, ¢ from whence, and wherefore
¢ art thou come ” ¢ I am come,’ faid
OmMmar, ¢ to tell thee that not the ca-
¢ price of a woman, but the wifhes of
¢ ALMORAN, have made ALMokaN

¢ wretched.”
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¢ wretched.” The king, ftung with the
reproach, drew back, and with a fu-
rious looiz laid his hand upon his poig-
nard ; but was immediately reftrained
from drawing it, by his pride. ¢ Iam
¢ come,” faid Omar, ¢ to repeat that
¢ truth, upon which, great as thou art,
¢ thy fate is fufpended. Thy power
¢ extends not to the mind of another;
¢ exert it, therefore, upon thy own:
¢ fupprefs the wifhes, which thou canft
¢ not fulfill; and fecure the happinefs
¢ that is within thy reach.’

ALmoRraAN, who could bear no lon-
ger to hear the precepts which he dif-
dained to practife, fternly commanded
OMar to depart: ¢ Be gone,” faid he,
¢ left 1 crufh thee like a noifome rep-
¢ tile, which men cannot but abhor,

¢ though
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¢ though it is too contemptible to be
¢ feared.” ¢ I go,’ faid Omar, ¢ that
¢ my warning voice may yet again re-
¢ call thee to the path of wifdom and
¢,of peace, if yet again I fhall behold
¢ thee while 1t 1s to be found.”

CHAP



28 ALMORAN anpo HAMET.

CHAP XIIL

T.MOR AN was now left alones.

and throwing himfelf upon a

fofa, he fat fome time motionlefs and
filent, as if all his facultes had been.
fufpended in the ftupefaction of defpair.
He revolved in his mind the wifhes
that had been gratified, and the happi-
nefs of which he had been difappoint-
ed: ¢ Idefired,” faid he, ¢ the pomp
¢ and power of undivided dominion ;
¢ and Hamer was driven from the
¢ throne which he fhared with me, by
¢ a voice from heaven: I defired to
¢ break off his marriage with. ALMEI-
¢ pa; and it was broken off by a pro-

¢ digy,
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digy, when no human power could
have accomplithed my defire. It was
my with alfo to have the perfon of
< ALmEe1pa in my power, and this with
alfo has been gratified; yetI am ftill
wretched. But I am wretched, only
¢ becaufe the means have not been ade-
quate to the end: what I have hi-
« therto obtained, I have not defired
for itfelf; and of that, for which I
defired it, 1 am not poffeffed: I am,
therefore, ftill wretched, becaufe I
am weak. With the foul of ALmo-
rAYN, I thould have the form of Ha-
MeT : then my wilhes would indeed
be filled; then would ALME1DA blefs
me with confenting beauty, and the
fplendor of my power fhould diflin-
guifth only the intervals.of my Jove
my enjoyments would then be certain

and



30 ALMORAN ano HAMET.

¢ and permanent, neither blafted by
¢ difappointment, nor withered by fa-
¢ tiety.” When he had uttered thefe
refle@ions with the utmoft vehemence
and agitation, his face ‘was again cb-
fcured by gloom and defpair; his pof-
ture was again fixed; and he was fall-
ing back into his former ftate of filent
abftraltion, when he was fuddenly-
roufed by the appearance of the Ge-
nius, the fincerity of whofe friend-
thip he began to diftrult.

¢ ALMORAN,” faid the Genius, * if

¢ thou art not yet happy, know that
¢ my powers are not yet exhaufted :
¢« fear me not, but let thine ear be at-
¢ tentive to my voice.” The Genius
then ftretched out his hand towards
him, in which there was an emerald of
great



ALMORAN axp HAMET. 34

great luftre, cut into a figure that had
four and twenty fides, on each of which
was engraven a different letter. ¢ Thou

€

[

13

<

(9

pe

<
<
4
LY
<
13
[
<
[4

feeft,” faid he, ¢ this talifman: on
each fide of it is engraven one of
thofe myfterious charaters, of which
are formed all the words of all the
languages that arc fpoken by angels;
genii, and men. This fhall enable
thee to change thy figure:-and whar,
under the form of ALmoRran, thou
canft not accomplifh; thou fhalt Ail]
be able to effect, if it can be effeéted
by thee, in the form of any other.
Point only to the letters that com-
pofe the name of him whofe appcar:
ance thou wouldft affume, and it is
done. Remember only, that upon
him, whofe appearance thou fhall af-
fume, thine thall be impreft, tilf thou

¢ reftoreft
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¢ reftoreft his own. Hide the charm in
¢« thy bofom, and aw{ail thyfelf of its
¢ power.” ALMORAN received the ta-
lifman in a tranfport of gratitude and
joy, and the Genius immediately, dif-
appeared.

The ufe of this talifman was fo ob-
vious, that it was impoffible to overlook
it. Avrmoran inftantly conccived the
dcﬁgn with which it was given, and
determined inftantly to put it in exe-
cution: ¢ I will now,” faid he, ¢ af-
¢ fume the figure of HameT ; and my
< love, in all its ardour, fhall be return-
¢ ed by ALMEIDA.” As his fancy kind-
led at the anticipation of his happineis,
he ftood mufing in a pleafing fufpenfe,
and jndulged‘himfclf in the contem-
plation of the feveral gradatfons, by

which
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which he fhould afcend tq the fumnfic
of his withes.

Juft at this moment, Ofmyn, whom
he had commanded to attend him at this
hour, approached his apartment: Av-
MoRAN was roufed by the found of his
foot, and fuppofed it to be OmMar, who
had again intruded upon his privacy ;
he was enraged at the interruption
which had broken' a feries of imagina-
tions fo flattering and luxurious; he
fnatched out his poignard, and lifting
up his arm for the ftroke, hattily turn-
ed round to have ftabbed him; but
feeing Ofmyn, he difcovered his miftake
juft in time to prevent the blow.

Ofmyn, who was not confcious of
any crime, nor indeed of any aft that
- Vou. 1L D <ould
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could have cgiven occafion of offence;
ftarted back terrified and - amazed,
and ftood trembling in fufpenfe whe-
ther to remain or to withdraw. ArLMo-
RAN, in the mean time, fheathed the
inftrument of death, and bid him fear
nothing, for he fhould not be hurt.
He then turned about; and putting
his hand to his forehead, ftood again
filent in a mufing pofture: he recol-
lefted, that if he affumed the figure of
HamMmeT, it was neceflary he fhould
give orders for HaMET to be admitted
to ALMEIDA, as he would otherwife
be excluded by the delegates of his
own authority ;. turning, therefore, to
Ofmyn, ¢ Remember,’ faid he, ¢ that
¢ whenever HameT fhall return, it is
¢ my command, that he be admitted to
¢ ALMEBIDA.

Ofmyn,
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Ofmyn; who was plesled with an
opportunity of recommending himfelf
to ALMOR AN, by praifing an act of ge-
nerous virtue which he fuppofed him
now to exert in favour of his brother,
received the command with a look,
that expreffed not only approbation but
joy: ¢ Let the fword of deftru&ion,’
faid he, ¢ be the guard of the tyrant;
¢ the ftrength of my lord fhall be the
¢ bonds of love: thofe, who honour
¢ thee as ALMORAN, thall rejoice in
¢ thee as the friend of Hamzer.! To
Armoran, who was confcious to no
kindnefs for his brother, .the praife of
Ofmyn was a reproach : he was offend-
ed at the joy which he faw kindled in
his countenance, by a command to
fhew favour to HaMET ; and was fired

D2 with
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with fudden tage at that condemnation
of his real condu&, which was implied
by an encomium on the generofity of
which he affumed the appearance for a
malevolent and perfidious purpofe: his
brow was contratted, his lip quivered,
and the hilt of his dagger was again
grafped in his hand. Ofmyn was again
overwhelmed with terror and confufion;
he had again offended, but knew not his
offence. In the mean time, ALMor AN
recolle&ting that to exprefs difpleafure
againft Ofmyn was to betray his own
fecret, eéndeavoured to fupprefs his an-
ger; but his anger was fucceeded by
remorfé, regret, and difappointment,
The anguifh of his mind broke out in
imperfe® murmurs: ¢ What I am,
faid he, ¢ is, to this wretch, the obje@t
¢ not only of hatredbut of fcorn; and
¢ he
3
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¢ he commends only what I am not,
¢ in what to him I would feem to be.?

Thefe founds, which, tho’ not arti-
culate; were yet uttered with gréat
emotion, were ftill miftaken by -Of-
myn for the overflowings of capricious
and caufelefs anger: ¢ My life,’ fays
he to himfelf, ¢ is even now fufpend-
¢ edin a doubtful balance. When-
< ever I approach this tyrant, I tread
¢ the borders of deftruétion : like a
¢ hood-winked wretch, who is left to
¢ wander near the brink of a precipice,
¢ 1 know my danger; but which way
< foever I turn, Iknow not whether I
¢ fhall incur or avoid it.’

In thefe refle@ions, did the fove-
reign and the flave pafs thofe moments,
D3 in
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in which thé fovereign intended to ren-
der the flave fubfervient to his plcafure
or his fecurity, and the flave intended
to exprefs a zeal which he really felt,
and a homage which his heart had al-
ready paid. Ofmyn was at ‘length,
however, difmifled with an aflurance,
that all was well; and ALmoran was
again left to refle& with anguifh upon
the paft, to regret the prefent, and to
anticipate the future with {lolicitude,
anxiety, and perturbation.

He was, however, determined to af*
fume the figure of his brother, by the
taliiman which had been put into his
power by the Genius: but juft as he
was about to form the fpell, he re-
colletted, that by the fame a& he would
imprefs his own likenefs upon HameT,

who
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who would confequently.be invefted
with his power, and might ufe it to his
deftruétion. This held him fome time
in fufpenfe: but refletting that Ha-
MET might not, perhaps, be apprized
of "his advantage, till it was too late to
improve 1t ; that he was now a f:ugi-
tive, and probably alone, leaving Per-
fia behind him with all the fpeed he
could make; and that, at the worft,
if he fhould be ftill near, if he fhould
know the transformation as foon as it
fhould be made, and fhould inftantly
take the moft effectual meafures to-im-
prove it; yet as he could diffolve the
charmin a moment, whenever it thould
be neceffary for his fafety, no formi-
dable danger could be incurred by the
experiment, to' which he, therefore,
proceeded without delay.

D CHAP
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CHAP, XIV,

N the mean time, Hamzr, to whom
his own fafety was of noimportance
but for the fake of ALMEIDA, refolved,
if poflible, to conceal himfelf near the
city.  Having, therefore, reached the
confines of the'defert, by which it was
bounded . on the eaft, he quitted his
horfe, and determined to remain there
till the multitude was difperfed, and
the darknefs of the evening might con.-
ceal his return, when in lefs than an
hour he could reach the palace,

He fat down at the foor of the
mountain Kabeffed, without confider-
ing,
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ing, that in this place he was moft like-
ly to be found, as thofe who travel the
defert feldom fail to enter the cave that
winds its way under the mountain, to
drink of the water that iffues there
from a clear and copious fpring.

He reviewed the {cenes of the day
that was now neaily pafled, with a
mixture of aftonifhment and diftrefs, to
which no defcription can be equal.
The fudden and amazing change that
a few hours had made in his fituation,
appeared like a wild and dittrefsful
dream, from which he almoft doubted:
whether he fhould not wake to the
power and the felicity that he had loft.
He fat fome time bewildered in the
hurry and multiplicity of his thoughts,
and at length burft out into pafiionate

cxclamations :
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exclamations: ¢ What,’ fays he, ¢ and
¢ where am I? Am I, indeed, Ha-
¢ MeT ; that fon of Solyman who di-
¢ vided the dominion of Perfia with
¢ his brother, and who poffeffed the
¢ love of ArLMEeipa alone ? Dreadful
¢ viciflitude! I am now an outcaft,
¢ friendlefs and forlorn; without an af-
¢ fociate, and without a dwelling: for
¢ me the cup of adverfity overflows,
¢ and the laft dregs of forrow have
¢« been wrung out for my portion : the
¢« powers not only of the earth, but
¢ of the air, have combined againft
¢ me; and how ean I ftand alone be-
¢ fore them ? But is there no power
¢ that will interpofe in my behalf ? If
< He, who is fupreme, is good, I fhall
¢ not perith. But wherefore am I'thus ?
¢ Why fhould the defires of vice be

¢ accomplithed
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accomplifhed by fuperfor powers ;
‘and why fhould fuperior powers be
permitted to difappoint the expe&a:
tions of virtue ? Yet let me not
rathly queftion the ways of Him, in
whofe balance the world is weighed :
by Him, every evil is rendered fub-
fervient to good; and by His wifdom,

s_the happinefs of the whole is fecured.
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Yet I am but a part only, and for a
part only I can feel. To me, what

‘ is that goodnefs of which I dg

not partake ? In my cup the gall is
unmixed; and have I not, therefore,
a right to complain ? But what have
I faid ? Let not the gloom that fur-
rounds me, hide from me the prof-
pect of immortality.  Shall not eter-
nity atone for time? Eternity, to
which the duration of ages is but

¢ as
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< as an atormm to a world! Shall I not,
¢ when this momentary feparation is
¢ paft, again meet ALMEIDA to part
¢ po more ? and fhall not a purer flame
¢ than burns upon the earth, unite us ?
< ‘Evenat this moment, her mnd, which
¢ not the frauds of forcery can taiat or
¢ .alienate, is mine : that pleafure which
< fhe referved for me, cannot be taken
¢ by force; it 1s in the confent alone
< that it {ubfifts ; and from the joy
¢ that fthe feels, and from that:only;
& proceeds the joy fhe can beftow.”

With thefe refleGtions he foothed the
anguifh of his mind, till the dreadful
moment arrived, in which the power
of the talifman took place, and the fi-
gure of ALMORAN was changed into

¢ that
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that of HameT, and the figure of Ha-
MET into that of ALMORAN,

At the moment of transformation,
HameT was feized with a fudden lan-
guor, and his faculties were fufpended
as by the ftroke of death. When.-he
secovered, his limbs flill trembled, and
his lips were parched with thirft : he
sofe, therefore, and entering the ca-
vern, at the mouth of which he had
been fitting, he ftooped over the well
to drink ; but glancing his eyes upon
the water, he faw, with aftonifhment
ard horror, that it refle€ed, not his
own countenance, but that of his bro:
ther, ‘He ftarted back from the pro-
digy ; and fupporting himfelf againft
the fide of the rock, he ftood fome
time like a fatue, without the power

of
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of recolleion : but at length the
thought fuddenly ruthed into his mind,
that the fame forcery which had fuf-
pended his marriage, and driven him
from the throne, was ftill pradifed
againft him; and that the change of
his figure to that of ALmoran, was
the effe€t of ALMoRrAN’s having affum-
ed his likenefs, to obtain, in this dif-
guife, whatever ArLMEipa could be-
ftow. This thought, like a whirlwind
of the defert, totally fubverted his
mind ; his fortitude was borne dcwn,
and his hopes were rooted up; no
principles remained to regulate his con-
dud, but all was phrenfy, confufion,
and defpair. He rufhed out of the
cave with a furious and diftracted
look ; and went in hafte iowards the
city, without -having formed any de.

fign,
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figh, or corfidered any °confequence
that might follow.

The fhadows of the mountains were
how lengthencd by the declining fun;
and the approach of evening had invited
OmMmar to meditate in a grove, that was
adjacent to the gardens of the palace.
From this place he was feen at fome
diftance by HameT, who came up to
him with a hafty and difordered pace;
and Omar drew back with a cold and
diftant reverence, which the power and
the chara&ter of ALMoR A concurred to
excite. HameT, not refle(ting upon
the caufe of this behaviour, was of-
fended, and reproached him with the
want of that friendthip he had fo often
profefled : the vehemence of his ex-

preflion and demeanor, fuited well with
the
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the appearsnce of Armoran; and
Owmar, as the beft proof of that friend-
fhip which had been impeached, took
this opportunity to repeat his ‘admoni-
tions in the behalf of HamzeT : ¢ What
¢ everevil,” faid he, ¢ thou canft bring
¢« upon- HameT, will be doubled to
¢ thyfelf: to his virtues, the Power
¢ that fills infinitude is a friend, and he
¢ can be afflicted only till they are per-
¢ fect; but thy fufferings will be the
¢ punithment of vice, and as long as
¢ thou art vicious they muft increafe.

HawMmeT, who inftantly recolledted
for. whom he was miftaken, and the
anguifh of whofe mind was for a meo-
ment fufpended by this teftimony of
efteem and kindnefs, which could not
poflibly be feigned, and which was

paid
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paid him at the rifque of life; when it
could not be known that he received
it; ran forward to embrace the hoary
fage, who had been the guide of his
youth, and cried out, in a voice that
wa$ broken by contending paffions,
¢ The face is the face of ALmMoraxn;
¢ but the heart is the heart of Hamer.?

Om4ir was ftruck dumb with afto-
nifhment; and HameT, who was impa-
tient to be lunger miftaken, related all
the circumftances of his transforma-
tion, and reminded him of fome parti-
culars which could be known only to
themfelves : ¢ Canft thou not yet be-
¢ lieve,’ faid he, ¢ that I am Hamzer?
¢ when thou haft this day feén rme
¢ banifhed from my kingdom ; when
¢ thou haft now mef me a fugitive

Vou. IL E returning
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¢ returning from the defert; and when
¢ I learnt from thee, fince the fun
¢was rifen which is not yet fet,
¢ that more than mortal powers were
¢ combined againft me.” ¢ I now
¢ believe,” faid Omar, ¢ that thou,
¢ indeed, art HameT.” ¢ Stay me not
¢ then,” faid HameT; *but come with
¢ me to revenge.” ¢ Beware,” faid O-
MAR, ¢ left thou endanger the lofs of
¢ more than empire and ALMEiDA.
¢ If not to revenge,’ faid Hawmer,” 1
¢ may at leaft be permitted to punifh.’
¢ Thy mind,” fays Omar, ¢ is now in
¢ fuch aftate, that to punifh the crimes
¢ by which thou haft been wronged,
¢ will dip thee in the guilt of blood.
¢ Why elfe are we forbidden to take
« -vengeance for ourfelves ? and why is
¢ it referved as the prerogauve of the

Moft
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¢ Moft High? In Himp and in Him
¢ alone, it is goodnefs guided by wif-
¢ dom : He approves the means, odly
¢ as neceffary to the end ; He wounds
¢ only to heal, and deitroys only to
¢ fave; He has complacence, not in
¢ the evil, but in the good only
¢ which it is appointed to produce.
¢ Remember, therefore, that he, 10
¢ whom the punifhment of another
¢ is fweet; though his alt may be
¢ juit with refpeét to others, with re-
¢ fpet to himfelf it is a deed of
¢ darknefs, and abhorred by the Al-
¢ mighty.” HawmcT, who had ftood
abftrated in the contemplation of
the new injury he had {uffered,
while Omar was perfuading him not
to revenge it, flarted from his pof-
ture in all the wildnefs of diftrac-

E 2 tion;
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¢ tion; and barfting away fram Omar,
¢ with an ardent and furious look
< ‘hafted toward the palace, and was
¢ foon out of fight.

CHAP.
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CHAP XV

N the mean time, ALMORAN, after
having effected the transformatibn,
was met, as he was going to the apart-
ment of AtMEipa, by Ofmyn. Ofmyn
hadalready experienced the mifery of de-
pendent greatnefs, that kept him conti-
nually under the eye of a capricious ty-
rant, whofe temper was various as the
gales of fummer, and whofe anger was
fudden as the bolt of heaven; whofe
purpofe and paffions were dark and im-
petuous as the midnight ftorm, and
at whofe command death was inevita-
ble as the approach of time. When
E 3 he
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he faw AirMoran, therefore, in the
likenefs of Hamrer, he felt a fecret
defire to apprize him of his fituation,
and offer him his friendfhip.

ALMmoran, who with the form af-
fumed the manners of Hamer, ad-
drefled Ofmyn with a mild though
mournful countenance: ¢ At length,’
faid he, ¢ the will of ALMoraN alone
¢ is law ; does it permit me to hold a
¢ private rank in this place, without
¢ moleftation? It permits,’ faid Ofmyn,
¢ yet more; he has commanded, that
¢ you fhould have admittance to Av-
¢ MmEipa.’” ALMORAN, whofe vanity
betrayed him to flatter his own pow-
er in the perfon of HameT, replied
with a fmile: ¢ I know, chat ALmo-
< raw, who prefides like a God in fi-

lent
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¢ lent and diftant ftate, feveals the fe-
¢ crets of his will to thee; I know
¢ that thou art’—¢ I am,’ faid Ofyn,
< of all thou feeft, moft wretch-
¢ ed.” At this declaration, ALMORAN
turned fhort, and fixed his eyes upon
Ofmyn with, a look of furprize and an-
ger: ¢ Does not the favour of ALmo-
¢ raN,’ faid he, ¢ whofe fmile is pow-
¢ er, and wealth, and honour; fhine
¢ upon thee?” ¢ My lord,’ faid Of-
myn, ¢ I know fo well the feverity of
¢ thy virtue, that if, I {hould, even for
¢ thy fake, become perfidious to thy
¢ brother’ ALMoRrAN, who was
unable to preferve the character of
Hamer with propriety, interrupted
him with a fierce and haughty tone:
¢ How! faid he, ¢ perfidious to

E 4 my
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¢ my brother ! to ALmoran perfidi-
¢ ous!

Ofmyn, who had now gone too far
to recede, and who fill faw before
him the figure of HameT, proceeded
in his purpofe: ¢ I knew,” faid he,
¢ that in thy judgment I fhould be
¢ condemned; and yet, the preferva-
¢ tion of life is the ftrongeft principle
¢ of nature, and the love of virtue js
¢ her proudeft boalt.” ¢ Explain thy-
¢ felf,” faid ALmoran, ¢ for I capact
¢ comprehend thee” ¢ I mean,” faid
Ofmyn, ¢ that he, whofe life depends
¢ upon the caprice of a tyrant, is like
¢ the wretch whofe fentence is already
¢ pronounced ; and who, if the wind
¢ does but rufh by his dungcon, ima-
¢ gines that it is the bow-ftring and the

¢ mute,



ALMORAN a¥p HAMET. gy

¢ mute.” ¢ Fear not,” daid Armo-
rAN, who now affected to be again
calm; ¢ be fill faithful, and thou
¢ fhalt ftill be fafe.” © Alas!” faid Of
myn, ¢ there is no diligence, no toil,
¢ no faith, that can fecure the flave
¢ from the fudden phrenfy of pafiion,
¢ from the caufelefs rage cither of
¢ drunkennefs or luft. I am that flave;
¢ the flave of a tyrant wham I hate.
The confufion of ALMORAN was now
too great to be concealed, and he ftood
filent with rage, fear, and indignation.
Ofmyn, fuppofing that his wonder fui-
pended his belief of what he had
heard, confirmed his declaration by an
oath.

Whoever thou art, to whofe mind
ALMoRrAN, the mighty and the proud,
4 is
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1s prefent ; before whom, the lord of
abfolutc dominion ftands trembhncr and
rebuked; who feeft the pofTeITor of
power by which nature is controuled,
pale and filent with anguifh and difap-
pointment: if, in the fury of thy wrath,
thou hat aggravated weaknefs into
guilt; if thou haft chilled the glow of
affe€tion, when it fluthed the cheek in
thy prefence, with the frown of difplea-
fure, or reprefled the ardour of friend-
fhip with indifference or negle¢t ; now,
let thy heart fmite thee : for, in thy
folly, thou haft caft away that gem,
which is the light of life; which power
can never feize, and which gold can
never buy!

The tyrant fell at once from his
pride, like a'ftar from Heaven; and
Ofmyn,
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Ofmyn, ftill addrefling lm as Ha-
MET, at once increafed his mifery and
his fears: ¢ O,” faid he, ¢ that thé

[4

throne of Perfia was thine! then

¢ fhould innocence enjoy her birth-right

of peace, and hope fhould bid honeft
induftry look upward. There is not
one to whom ALMoR aN has delcg;t-
ed power, nor one on whom his
tranfient favour has beftowed any
gift, who does not already feel his
heart throb with the pangs of boding
terror. Nor is there one who, if he
did not fear the difp.leafurc of the in-
vifible power by whom the throne
has been given to thy brother, would
not immediately revolt to thee.’

Armoran, who had hitherto re.

mained filent, now burft jnto a paffio-

2 nate
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nate exclamation of felf pity: < What
¢can Ido ? faid he; © and whither
¢ an Iturn? Ofmyn, who miftook
the cabife of his diftrefs, and fuppofed
that he deplored only his want of
power to avail himfelf of the general
d‘i[poﬁtion in his favour, endeavour-
ed to fortfy his mind againft
defpair: ¢ Your ftate,” faid he, ¢ in-
* deed is diftrefsful, but not hopelefs.’
The king who, though addrefled as
HawmerT, was ftill betrayed by his con-
fufion to anfwer as ALMORAN, fmote
his breaft, and replied in an agony,
¢ It ts hopeléfs!” Ofmyn remarked
his emotion and defpair, with a con-
cern and aftonithment that ALMORAN
obferved, and at once recolleted his
fituation. He endeavoured 1w retract
fuch expreflions of trouble and def-
pendency,
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pondency, as did not fuit the charader
he had affumed; and teling Ofmyan,
that he thanked him for his friendfhipe
and wowld improve the advantages ig
offered "him, he direted him ® ag.
quaint the eunuchs that they were to
admit him to Armeipa. When he
was left alome, his doubts and perpleg-
ity held him long in fufpenfe; a thou-
fand expedients accurred to his mind
by turns, and by turns were rejected.

His firft thought was te put Ofmyn
to death : but he confidered, that by
this he would gain no advantage, as
he would be in equal danger from who-
ever fhould fucceed him: he confi-
dered alfo, that againft Olmyn he was
upon his guard ; and that he might at
any time learn, from him, whatever

defign
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defign might be formed in favour of
Hawmzr, by affuming Hamer’s ap-
pearance : that he would thus be the
confident of every fecret, in which his
own fafety was concerned; and might
difconcert the beft contrived projeét at
the very moment of its execution,
when it would be too late for other
meafures to be taken: he determined,
therefore, to let Ofmyn live ; at leaft,
till it became more neceflary to cut
him off. Having in fome degree
foothed and fortified his mind by
thefe reflections, he entered the apart-
ment of ALMEIDA.

His hope was not founded upon a
defign to marry her under the appear-
ance of HameT; for that would be im-
poffible, as the ceremony muft have
been performed by the priefts who fup-

pofed
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pofed the marriage with HameT t0
have been forbidden by a divine com-
mand; and who, therefure, would not
have confented, even fuppofing they
would otherwife have ventured, at the
requeft of HameT, to perform a cere-
mony which they knew would be dif-
pleafing to ALmoraN: but he hopéd
to take advantage of héer tendernefs for
his brother, and the particular circum-
ftances of her firuation, which made:
the folemnities of marriage impoffible,
to feduce her to gratify his defires,
without the fanétion which alone ren-
dered the gratification of them lawful:
if he fucceeded in this defign, he had
rgafon to expedt, either that his love
would be extinguifhed by enjoyment;
or that, if he fhould ftill defire to
marry ALMEIDA, he might, by difclof-

ing to her the artifice by which he had
effeéted
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effeted his purpofe, prevail upon her
to confent, as her connexion with Ha-
M5T, the chief obftacle to her martiage
with him, would then be broken for
ever; and as the mighe, perhaps, wifh
to fanétify the pleafure which the might
be not unwilling to repeat, or at leaft
to make that lawful which it would not
be in her power to prevent.

In this difpofition, and with this de-
fign, he was admitted to ALMEIDA ;
who, witheut fufpicion of her danger,
was expofed to. the fevereft triai, in-
which every paffioa concurred to oppole
her virtue: fhe was folicited by all the
powers of fubtilty and defire, under
the appearance of a lover whefe ten-
dernefs and fidelity had been long tried,
and whofe paffion fhe returned with

equal
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equal conftancy and ardouy; and fhe was
thus folicited, when the riteswhichalone
could confecrate their union, were im-
poflible, and were rendered impoffible
by the guilty defigns of a rival, in whofe
power fhe was, and from whom no
other expedient offered her a deliver-
ance. Thus deceived and betraed,
fhe received him with an excefs of ten-
dernefs and joy, which flattered all his
hopes, and for a moment fulpended
his mpfery. She enquired, with a fond
and gentle {olicitude, by what means
he had gained admittance, and how
he had provided for his retreat. He
received and returned her careflfes with
a vehemence, in which, to lefs partial
eyes, defire would have been more ap-
parent than love ; and in the tumult
of his paffion, he almoft neglefted her

VYou, II. F enquiries :
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enquiries : finding, however, that fhe
would be anfwered, he told her, that
being by the permiffion of ALMORAN
admicted to every part of the palace,
except that of the women, he had
tound means to bribe the eunuch who
kent the door; who was not in danger
of detetion, becaufe ALMORAN, wea-
ried with the turmult and fatigue of
the day, had retired to fleep, and
given order to be called at a certain
hour. She then complained of the fo-
ficitations to which fhe was expofed,
exprefled her dreatl of the confequences
fhe had reafon to-expeét from fome fud-
den fally of the .tyrant’s rage, and re-
lated with, tears the brutal outrage
fhe had fuffercd when he laft left her:
¢ Though 1 abhorred him,’ faid fhe,
¢ I yet kneeled before him for thee.

Let
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* J.et me bend in reverence to that
¢ Power, at whofe look the whirlwingds
¢ arelﬁ!ent, and the feas are calm, that
¢ his .fury has hitherto been reftrained
¢ from hurting thee !’

At thefe words, the face of ALmo-
RAN Was again covere ciwuh the bluthes
of,_confufion : to be fHil beloved onlv
as FlameT, and as ALmMoran to be
{lill hated ; to be thus reproached with-
out anger, and wounded by thofc who
knew not that they ftruck him ; was a
fpecies of mifery pevuha: to himielf,
and had been incurred only by the ac-
quifition of new powers, which he had
requefted and receiged as neceflary to
obtain that felicity, which the parfi-
mony of nature had placed beyond his
reach. His ¢motions, however, as by

a2 ALMEiva
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Armeipa they were fuppofed to be
the emotions of HaMET, fhe imputed
to a different caufe: ¢ As Heayen,"
fays fhe, ¢ has preferved thee from
< death ; fo has it, for thy fake, pre-
¢ ferved me from violation.” ALMo-
rawn, whofe paffion had in this inter-
val again furmounted his remorie, gazed
cagerly upon her, and catching her to
his bofom; ¢ Let us at leaft,” fays he,
¢ fecure the happinefs that is now of-
¢ fered; let not thefe ineftimable mo-
< ments pafs by us unimproved; but
¢ to fhew that we deferve them, let
¢ them be devoted to love” ¢ Let us
¢ then,” faid ALMzipa, © elcape toge-
¢ ther” ¢ To efcape with thee,” faid
Aimorax, ¢is impoflible. I fhall re-
¢ tire, and, like the fhatt of Arabia,
¢ leave no mack behind me; but the

¢ flighe
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¢ flight of ALMerpa will at once be
¢ traced to him by whom 1 was ad-
¢ mitted, and I fhall thus retaliate his
¢ frlendfhip with deftrution.” ¢ Let
< him then,’ faid Aimzipa, ¢ be the
< partner of our flight” ¢ Urge it not
¢ now,” faid ALmMoraw; ¢buttryft to
¢ my prudence and my love, to felett
¢ fome hour that will be more favour-
¢ able to our purpofe. And yet,” faid
he, ¢ even then, we fhall, as now,
¢ figh in vain for the completion of
< our wifhes : by whom fhall our hands
¢ be joined, when in the opinion of
¢ the priefts it has been forbidden from
above?’ ¢ Save thyfelf then,’ faid Ar-
MEiDa, ¢ and leave me to my fate.
¢ Not {o,” faid Aimoran., ¢ Whart
< elfe,” replied ALMEIDA, ¢ is iIn our
¢ power 2 ¢ It is in our power, faid

Fa ALMORAN,

L)
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ALMORAN, ¢ 0 feize that joy, to whicH
¢ a public form can give us no new
¢ ¢laim ; for the public form can only
¢ declare that right by which I daim
¢ it now.

As they were now reclining upon 2
fofa; he threw his arm round her; bat
fhe fuddenly fprung up, and burft from
him : the tear ftarted to her eye, and
the gazed upon him with an earneft but
yet tender look : ¢ Isit ?* fays fhe—<No
¢ fure, it is not the voiceof Ham=z1!’
¢ Ol yes,” faid AyMoraN, ¢ what
¢ other voice fhould call thee to cancel
¢ at once the wrongs of Hamer and
“ ALMEIDA; tofccure the treafures of
< thy love from the hand of the rob-
© bers to hide the joys, which if now
¢ we lofe we may lofe for ever, in the

¢ facred
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“"facred and inviolable ftores of the paft,
¢ and place them beyond the power
¢ not of Armoran only but of fate ?*
With this wild effufion of defire, he
caught her again to his breaft, and
finding no refiftance his heart exilted
in his fuccefs; but the next moment,
to the total difappointment of his hopes,
he perceived that fhe had fainted in his
arms. When fthe recovered, fhe once
more difengaged herfelf from him, and
turning away her face, fhe butlt into
tears., When her voice could be heard,
fhe covered herfelf with her veil, and
turning again towards him, < All but
¢ this,” faid the, ¢ I had learnt to bear;
¢ and how hasthis becn deferved by Ar-
¢ me1paof HameT? You was my only
¢ folace in diftrefs; and when the tears
¢ have ftolen from my eyesin filence

o4 ¢ and
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¢.and in folitude, I thought on thee; I
¢ thought upon the chafte ardour of
¢ thy facred friendfhip, which was
¢ foftened, refined, and exalted 'into
¢ Jove. This was my hoarded treafure ;
¢ and.the thoughts of pofiefling this,
¢ foothed all my anguith with a mifer’s
¢ happinefs, who, .bleft in the confci-
¢ oufnefs of hidden wealth, defpifes
¢ cold and hunger, and rejoices in the
¢ midft of all the miferies that make
¢ poverty dreadful: this was my laft
< retreat ; but I am now defolate and
¢ forlorn, and my foul looks round,
¢ with terror, for that refuge which it
¢ can never find.” ¢ Find that refuge,’
iaid ALMORAN, ¢ in me.” ¢ Alas!”
{aid ALMEIDA, ¢ can he afford me re-
¢ fuge from my forrows, who, for the
¢ guilty pleafures of a tranfient mo-
' ¢ ment,
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¢ ment, would for ever {iflly the purity
¢ of my mind, and aggravate misfgr-
< tune by the confcioufnefs of guile?’

As ALMoRAN now perceived, that
it was impoffible, by any xmportumfy,
to induce her to violate her principles ;
he had nothing more to attempt, but
to.fubvert them. ¢ When,” faid he,
¢ fhall Armzipa awake, and thefe
¢ dreams of folly and fuperftition va-
* nifh ? That only is virtue, by which
¢ happinefs is produczd ; and whatever
¢ produces happinefs, is therefore vir-
¢ tue; and the forms, and words, and
¢ rites, which priefts have pretended to
¢ be required by Heaven, are the
¢ fraudful arts only by which they go-
¢ vern mankind.’

ALMEIDA,
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ArLME1DA; by this impious infult,

was roufed from grief to indignation :

<

(3

(3

As thou haft now dared,” faid the,
to deride the laws, which ‘thou
wouldft firft have broken; fo haft
thou broken for ever the tender
honds, by which my foul was united
to thine. Such.as I fondly believed
thee, thou art not; and what thou
art, I have never loved. I have
loved a delufive phantom only, which,
while I ftrove to grafp it, has va-
nifhed from me,” ALMoORAN attempt-

ed to reply 5 but on fuch a fubjeét,
neither her virtue nor her wildom
would permit debate. ¢ That prodigy,’
faid fhe, ¢ which I thought was the

<

(3

fleight of cunning, or the work of
forcery, 1 now revere as the voice of

¢ Heaven 3 which, as it knew thy heart,

¢ has
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< has in mercy faved me from thy
¢ arms. To the will of Heaven fhall
¢ my will be obedient; and my voice
¢ alfo'fhall pronounce, to ALMOR AN
¢ ALMEIDA.’

ALMo R AN, whofe whole foul was nqw
fufpended in attention, conceived new
hopes of fuccefs ; and forefaw the cer-
tain accomplithment of his purpofe,
though by an effe@t directly contrary
to that which he had laboured to pro-
duce. Thus to have incurred the ha-
tred of ALmEeIpa in the form of Ha-
MrT, wds more fortunate than to have
taken advantage of her love ; the path
that led to his withes was now clear
and open ; and his marriage with At-
MEIDA in his own perfon, waited only
ull he could refume it. He, therefore,

inftead
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inftead of {dothing, provoked her te-
feptment : ¢ If theu hatt loved a phan-
< tom,’ faid he, ¢ which exifted only in
< imagination ; on fuch a phantorh my
< Jove alio has been fixed : thou haft,
< indeed, only the form of *what I
¢ galled ALmEIDA 3 my love thou haft
¢ rejected, becaufe thou haft never
< loved ; the obje¢t of thy paffion was
< not HaMmeT, but a throne ; and thou
< haft made the obfervance of rituals,
¢.in which folly only can fuppofe there
< is good er ill, a pretence to violate
< thy faith, that thou mayft ftill gra-
< tify thy ambition.”

To this injurious repreach, ALMEI-
pa made no reply; and Armorax
immediately quitted her apartment,
that he might reaffume his own figure,

and
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and take advantage of the difpofition:
which, under the appearance of Ha-
MET, he had produced in favour of
himfelf: But Ofmyn, who fuppefing
him to be HameT, had intercepted and
detained him as he was.going to ALME!~
pa, now intercepted him a fecond timpe
at his return, having placed himfelf
near the door of the apartment for that

purpofe.

Ofmyn was by no means fatisfied
with the iffue of their laft interview :
he had perceived a perturbation in the
mind of "ALMo RAN, for which, imagin-
ing him to be HameT, he could not ac-
eount; and which feemed more extra-
ordinary upon a review, than when it
happened ; he, therefore, again entered:

nto converfation with him, in which he
farther
6
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farther difclofed his fentiments and de-
figns. ArLMoORAN, notwithftanding
the impatience natural to his temper
and fituation, was thus long detained
liftening to Ofmyn, by the united in-
fluence of his curiofity and his fears;
his enquiries ftill alarmed him with new
terrors, by difcovering new objeéts of
diftruft, and new inftances of difaffec-
vion : ftill, however, he refolved, not
yet to remove Ofmyn from his poft,
that he might give no alarm by any
appearance of fufpicion, and confe-
quently learn with more eafe, and de-
te&t with more certainty, any project
that might be formed againft him.

CHAP



ALMORAN axp HAMET. 4¢

CHAP XVIL

LMEIDA, as foon as the was

left alone, began to review the
fcene that had juft paft; and was évery,
moment affeCted with new wonder,
grief, and refentment. She now de-
plored her own misfortune ; and now
conceived a defign to punith the au-
thor of it,' from whoie face the fup-
pofed the hand of adverfity had torn
the mafk under which he had deceived
her: it appeared to her very eafy, to
take a fevere revenge upon Hamer
for the indignity which fhe fuppofed he
had offered her, by compluiining of it
to



$o ALMORAN anp HAMET,

to ALMORAY ; and telling him, that he
had gaincd,adncxittancc to her by brib-
ing the eunuch who kept the door.
The thought of thus giving him up, was
one moment rejected, as arifing from a
vinditive {pirit; and the next indulged,
as an a& of juftice to ALMoRAN, and
a punifhment due to the hypocrify of
HawmeT : to the firft fhe inclined, when
Ber grief, which was ftill mingled with
a tender remembrance of the man fhe
loved, was predominant; and to the
laft, when her grief gave way to indig-
narion.

Thus are we inclined to confider the
fame altion, either as a virtue, or a
vice, by the influence of different paf-
fions, which prompt us either to per-

smortoavoidit. ALMEDA, from de-

liberating
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liberating whether fhe flould accufe
HaMeT to ALMORAN, or conceal his
fault, was led to confider what punifB-
ment he would either incur or efcape
in confequence] of her determination ;
and the images that rufhed into.her
mind, the moment this became the ob-
ject of her thoughts, at once deter-
mined her to be filent: ¢ Could 1 bear
< to fee,” faid fhe, < that hand, which
¢ has fo often trembled with delight
< when it enfolded mine, ceonvulitd
< and black ! ‘thofe eyes, that as often
¢ as.they gazed upon me were diffolv-
¢ ed i tears of tendernefs and love,
¢ ftart from the fockets ! 2nd thofe lips
¢ that breathed the fofteft fighs of eles
¢ gant defire, diftorted and gafping in
¢ the convulfions of death !’

Vor. 1L G From



82 ALMORAN axp HAMET.

From this image, - her mind recoiled:
ia an. agomy’ of terror and pity; her
heart funk within her ; her hmbs trem-
bled; fhe funk dewn upos the fofa,
and busft into tears.

By this time, Hamzr, on whofc
form the likenels of Armoxrar -was
ftill imprefied, had reached the palace.
He -went inftangly towards. the apart-
mentof the women. Infead of that
chearful alacsity, that mixture of zeal
and reverence amd affeCtion, which
bis eye had been ufed to find wherg-
ever it was turned, he now.eblerved
confufion, antiety and terrors wheever
he met, made hafte to proftrate them-
feives before him, and feared to leok
vp till he was paft. He went ony hew-
ever, with a hafty pace; and coming up

to
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to the euduel’s guard, he faid with 4n
mpatient tone ; ¢ Fo ALMEIDA”® Fhe
flave immediately rhade way before
him, and condu&ed him to the door
of the apartment, which hé would not
otherwife have been able to fiad, * and
for which he could not directly, en*
quire.

When he entered, his countenance
exprefitd all the paffions that kis ficua-
tion had roufed in his mind. Fle firft
Jooked fternly rovnd him, to fee whe-
ther ALMorAN was not prefent; and
then Yetching a deep figh he turned his
eyes, with a look of mournful tender-
nefs, upon ALmepa. Hisfirft view was
to difcover, whether Armoran had
already fupplanted him; and for this
purpofe he colleted the whole frength

Gz of
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of his mind : i confidered that he ap-
peared now, not as HameT, but as
Armoran; and that he was to quef-
tion ALMEIDA concerning ALMORAN,
while fhe had miftaken him for Ha-
MET 3 he-was therefore to maintain
she character, at whatever. expence,
i1l his doubts were refolved, and his
fears either removed or confirmed : he
was fo firmly perfuaded, that Armo-
r AN had been there before him, that ke
did not afk the queftion, but fuppofed
the fatt; he reftrained alike both his
tendernefs and his ?cars; and looking
earneftly upon ALMEripa, who had
rifen up in his prefence with blufhes
arid confafion, ¢ Tome,” fays he, ¢is
¢ Aumeipa ftill cold ? and has fhe la-
< vithed all her love upon HameT 2

At
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At the name of HaM»T, the blufhes

and confufion of ALMEIDA increafed:
her mind was ftill full of the images,
which had rifen from the thought of
what HameT might fuffer, if ALmo-
raN fhould know that he had been
with her ; and though fhe feared that,
their interview was difcovered, yef fhe
hoped it might be only fufpe&ed, and
in that cafe the removal or confirma-
tion of the fufpicions, on which the
fate of HameT depended, would de-
volve upon her.

In ghis fituation, fhe, who had but

a few moments before doubted, whe-
ther fhe fhould not voluntarily gi;'é
him up, when nothing more was ne-
ceffary for his fafety than to be filent;
now determined, with whatever reluc-
G3 Lance,
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tance, to fecure Rim, though it could
.not be done without diffimulation, and
theugh it was probable that in this
diffimulation fhe would be deteéted.
Inftead, therefore, of anfwering the
queftion, fhe repeated it: ¢ On whom
¢ faid my lord, on Hamer ?* Hamer,
whofe fufpicions were increafed by the
evafion, replied with great emotion,
< Aye, on HameTr; did he not this
* moment leave you ?* < Leave me this
¢ moment ?* faid ALMEIDA, With yet
greater confufion, and deeper bluthes.
HaMET, in the.impatience of his jea- -
loufy, concluded, that the puffions
which he faw exprefled in her counte-
n‘;‘.hcc, and which arofe from the ftrug-
gle berween her ‘regard fo truth and
her tendernefs for HameT, proceeded
from
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from the confctoufnefs of what he had
moft reafon to dread, and the to con-
ceal, a breach of virtue, to which%he
had" been betrayed by his own ap-
pearance united with the vices of.-his
brother : he, therefore, drew back from
her with a look ‘of inexpreflible an-
guifhy and ftood fome time filent. ~She
obferved, that in his countenance there
was more expreffion. of trouble, than
rage; fhe, therefore, hoped to divert
him from perfuing his enquiries, - by
at once removing his jealoufy ; which
{he fuppofed would be at an_end, as
foon =s fhe thould difclofe the,refo,lutiop
the had taken in his' favour. Addrefi-
ing him, thercfore, as ALMORAN, veth
a voice which though it was gentle and
foothing, was yet mournful and tremu-

ious; ¢ Do not turn from me,’ faid fhe,
G 4, ¢ wite
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¢ with thofe unfnendly and frowning
¢ looks ; mvc mé now that love which
* {o lately you offered, and withall the
¢ future I will atone the paft.’

Upon HeMeT, whofe heart involun-
tarity anfwered to the voice of Avr-
MEIDA, thefe words had irrefiftible and
inftantaneous force ; but recolleiting,
in 2 moment, whofe form he bore, and
to whom they were addrefled, they
ftruck him with new aftonifhment, and
increafed the torments of his mind.
'Suppofing what he at firft feared had
happened, and that ALMORAN had fe-
duced her as HAMET he could not ac-
count for her now addreﬁinnr him, as
ALMORAN, with words of favour and
compliance : he, therefore, rencwed his
enquiries concerning hlmfelf with ap-

prehenfions.
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prehenfions of a different kind.  She,
who was ftill folicitous to put an end
to the enquiry, as-well for the fake of
HawmeT, as to prevent her own em-
barrafitnent, replied with a figh, ¢ Let
< not thy peace be interrupted by ope
¢ thought of HameT ; for of Hamer
¢ ArLmeina fhall think no more’ H P
MEeT, who, though he had fortified
himifelf againft ‘whatever might have
happened to her perfon, could not
bear ‘the alienation of her mind, . cried
out, with looks of diftrattion and a
voice fcarcely human, ¢ Not'think of
¢ Hamar ” ALMEID A, whofe aftonith-
ment was every moment increafing, re-
plied, with a tender and interefting en-
quiry, ¢ Is ALmoraN then offended,
¢ that ALmeipa fhould think of Ha-
* MET no mote ?* HameT, being thus

addreflcd
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addreffed ky the name of his brother,
again recolleded his fituation; and now
firt conceived the idea, that the alte-
ration of AvMripa’s fentiments with
refpeét to himielf, might be the effe®
of fome violtnce offered her by Armo-
RraW in his likenefs ; he, therefore, re-
curred o his firft purpofe, and deter-
mined, by a dire& enquiry, to difce-
ver, whether fhe had feen him ubnder
that appearance. This enquiry he
urged with the utmoft folemnity and
ardour, in terms fuitable to his prefent
appearafice and fituation : ¢ Tell me;’
faid he, < have thefe doors been open
< to Hamer ? Has he obtained poffel-
< fion of that treafure, which, by the
¢ voice of Heaven, has been allotred to
< me?
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To this double quefiion,e ALMEIDA
anfwered by 2 fingle negative; aad her
anfwer, ‘therefore, was both falle and’
trye : it was true that her perfon was
fill jnviolate, and it was true alfo that
JHasmzr had not been admitted to hers
yet her denial of it was falfe, for (he
believed the contrary ; AzMoran enly
had. been admitted, but fhe had re-
ceived him as his brether. .- HAMET,
howevsy, was f{atisfied with the anfwer,
and did not difcover its falacy. He
looked up to Heaven, with an exprel-
fion of gratitude and joy; ansl then
turning ® AiMeiba, ¢ Swear then,’
faid he, © that thow Bt granted te
< Hawmzr, np pledge of thy dave which
¢ thould be referved for me.” ArMEi-
pa, who now thought nething mare
than the affeveration neceffary to quiet

his
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his mind, dmmediately complied: ¢ I
¢ fwear,” faid fhe, ¢ that to Hamer
I have given nothing, which thou
¢ wouldft with me to with-hold : the
¢ power that has devoted my perfon to
¢ thee, has difunited my ‘heart from
¢ Hamer, whom I renounce in thy
¢ prefence for ever.’

HawMmeT, whofe fortitude and recol-
leGion were again overborne, was
thrown into an agitation of mind,
which difcovered itfelf by looks and
geftures very different from thefe which
AuLmeipa had expeted, 4nd over-
whelmed her ‘with new confufion and
difappointment : that he, who had fo
lately folicited her love with all the ve-
hemence of a defire impatient to be
gratified, thould now receive a decla-

ration
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rition that the was ready t® comply,
with marks of diftrefs and anger, was
a myftery which fhe could not folve. In
the mean time, the ftruggle in his breaft
became every moment more violent:
¢ Where then,” faid he, ¢ is the con~
¢ ftancy which you vowed to HameT ;
¢ and for what inftance of his love is
¢ he now forfaken?’

ALMEIDA was now more embarraf-
fed than before ; {he felt all the force of
the reprocf, fuppofing it to have been
given by ALMORAN ; and the could be
Juftified omly by relating the particular,
which at.the expence of her fincerity
the had devermined to conceal. Ar-
MORAN was now exalted .in her opi-
nion, while his form was animated by
the fpirit of Hamer; as much as

Hamer
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Hawmzr hid been degraded, while his
form ‘was: animated by thé fpirit of
ALmorawn. In his refentment of her
perfidy to his rival, though it favoured
his fondeft and moft ardent withes, there
was.an abhorrence of vice, and 2 ge-
nerofity of mind, which the fuppofed
to have been incompatible with his
character. To his reproach, fthe could
reply only by complaint; and could
no otherwife evade his queftion, than
by obferving the inconfiftency of his
own' behaviour:. ¢ Your words,” faid
fhe, ¢ are daggers to my heart. You
¢ condemn me for a compliance with
¢ your own wifhes; and for obedience
¢ to that voice, which you fuppoled to
¢ have revealed the will of Heaven. Has
« the caprice of defire already wander-
ted to a new objeét? and do yom

now
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¢ now feck @ pretence o refafe, wiven
¢ it is freely offered, what fo lately you
¢ would have taken by foree "

Hawmry, who'was new fired with re-
fentment againft ALnziDa, whom yet
he could not-behold without defire
and who, at the farme moment, was
impatient to revenge his wrongs upoth
ALMORAN; was fnddemly prompted:
to {ausfy all his paffions, by taking ad-
vantage of the wiles of Aimonran,
and the pe-fidy of AiME1DA4, to defeat
the one and: to punifh-the other. It
was now fn his power inftantly to can-
fummate his marriage,‘ag a prieftmight
be procured without a mement’s delay,
and as ALME:DA’s confent was already
given ; he would then obtain the .pof-
feflion of her perfon, by the very aét

in
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in which the perfidioufly refigned it to
his rival ; to whom he would then leave
the beauties he had already poffeffed,
and caft from him in difdain, as united
with a mind that he could never love.
As his imagination was fired with the
firft: conception of this defign, he
caught her to his breaft with a fury,
in which all the paffions in all their
rage were at once concentered: ¢ Let
¢ the prieft,” faid he, ¢ inftantly unite
¢ us. Let us comprize, in one mo-
< ment, in this inftant, NOW, our whole
< of being, and exclude alike the fu-
¢ ture and the paft!” Then-grafping
her ftill in- his arms, he looked up to
heaven: ¢ Ye powers,” faid he, ¢ in-
¢ vilible but yet prefent, who mould
¢ my. changing and unrefifting form ;
< prolong, but for ‘one hour, that

< myfterious
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« myfterious charm,. Ehat_.is now upon
< ge,and I will be ever after {ubfer-
< vient to your willl’

ALMEIDA, who was terrified at the
furious ardor of this unintelligible ad-
drefs, thrunk from his embrace, pale
and trembling, without power to M
ply. HamrT gazed tenderly upon
‘her; and recollecting the purity and
tendernefs with which he had loved
‘her, his virtues fuddenly recovered their
iforce ; he difmiffed her from his em-
brace; and turning from her, he
droppad in filence the tear that ftarted
to his eye, and exprefled, in a low and
faultering voice, thethoughts that rufly-
ed upon his mind: ¢ No,” faid he;
¢ Hamer fhall ftill difdain the joy,
< which is at once fordid and tranfient:

Vou. IL H “dn
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¢ in. the bgeat of HameT, luft fhall

13

(3

not be the pander of revenge. &hall
I, who have languithed for the pure
delight which can arife only from
the interchange of foul with foul,
and is endeared by mutual confi-

‘dence and complacency; thall I fnatch
“under this difguife, which belies my

features and degrades my virtue, a
cafual poffeflion of faithlefs beauty,
which I defpifc and hate ? Let this
be the portion of thofe, that hate
me without a caufe ; but let this be
far from me !” <At this thought, he

felt a fudden elation of mind ; and the
confcious dignity of virtue, that in
fuch a conflict was viftorious, render-
ed him, in this glorious moment, fupe-
rior to misfortune : his gefture became
€alm, and his couatenance fedate; he

confidered
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confidered the wrongs heduffered, not
as fufferer, but as a judge; and he
determined at once to difcover himfRlf
to ALMEIDA, and to reproach her with
her crime. He remarked her confu-
fion without pity, as the effeé not of
grief but of guilt; and fixing his eyes
upon her, with the calm feverity of":
fuperior and offended being, ¢ Such,’
faid he, ¢ is the benevolence of the
¢ Almighty to the children of the duf,
¢ that our misfortunes are, like poi-
¢ fonsy antidotes to each other.”

ALyE1DA, whofe faculties were now
fufpended by wondey and expeation,,
looked earnefily at him, but contxnued
filent. ¢ Thy looks,” faid Ha MET,
¢ are full of wonder; butas yet thy
* wonder has no caufe, in corhparifon

LL 2 “ of
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¢ of that which fhall be revealed. Thou
¢ knoweft the prodigy, which fo'lai‘éiy
¢ (partcd Hawmer and Atmeipa: Tam
¢ that HaMET, thou art that ALMEI-
¢ pa’ Avrmeipa would now have in-
ferrupt’ed him; but HameT raifed his
*®zice, and demanded to be heard: ¢ At
¢ that moment,” faid he, ¢ wretched
< as I am, the child of error and dif-
¢ obedience, my heart repined in fecret
¢ at the deftiny which had been written
¢ upon my head; for I then thought
¢ thee faithful and conflant: but if
¢ our hands had been then united, I
¢ fhould have been mos¢ wretched than
¢ I am; for I now know that thou
<“art fickle and falfe. To know thee,
*© though <t has pierced my foul with
¢ forrow, has yet healed the wound
¢ which was infli¢ed when I loft thee :
¢ and
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¢ and though I am now eompelled to
< wear the form of ALmoran, whofe
¢ vices are this moment difgracing mirle,
¢ yet in the balance 1 fhall be weighed
¢ as Hamet, and I thall fuffer only as
* I am found wanting.’

AvrMeipa, whofe mind was now in

a tumult that bordered upon diftrac-
tion, bewildered in a labyrinth of doubt
and wonder, and alike dreading the
confequence of what fhe heard, whe-
ther it was falfe or true, was yet impa-«
tient to confute or confirm it; and as
foon as the had recovered her {peech,,
urged him for fome token: of the pro-
digy he afferted, which he might eafidy
have given, by relating any of the in-
cidents which themfelves only could
know. But juft at this moment, Ar-
H 3 MORAN,
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MORAN, having at laft difengaged him-
felf from Ofmyn, by whom he had
been long detained, refumed his own
figure : and while the eyes of ALmEI-
pa were fixed upon HameT, his powers
were fuddenly taken from him, and re-
&ored in an inftant; and fhe beheld
the features of ALMoRAN vanith, and
gazed with aftonithment upon his own:
¢ Thy features change!’ faid fbc, ¢ and
¢ thou indeed art HameT.” ¢ The fud-
¢ den trance,’” faid he, ¢ has reftored
¢ me to myfelf; and from my wrongs
¢ where fhalt thou be hidden ?* This
reproach was more than fhe could fuf-
tain; but he caught her as the was fal-
Iitig, and fupported her in his arms.
This incident renewed in 2 moment all
the tendernefs of his love : while he
beheld her diftrefs, and prefled her by

the

6 ;
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the embrace that. fuftained her to his
bofom, he forgot every injury which he
fuppofed fhe had done him ; and pex-
ceived her recover with a pleafure, that
for a ‘'moment fufpended the fenfe of
his misfortunes.

Her firft refle@tion was uron the
fnare, in which fhe had been taken
and her firft fenfation was joy that fhe
had efcaped : fhe faw at once the whole
complication of events that had de-
ceived and diftrefled her; and nothing
more was now neceflary, than to ex-
plain shem to Hamet ; which, how-
ever, fthe could not de, without difco-
vering the infincerity of her anfwers go
the enquiries which he had made, while
the miftook him for.his brother: ¢ If
< in my heart,” fays the, ¢ tiou halt

11 4 ¢ found
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(1

">

found any wirtpe, let it incline thee
to pity the vice that is mmgled with

: by the vice 1 have been enfnared,
but I have been delivered by the vir-
tue. ALMoORrRAN, for now I know
that it was not thee, ALMoraN,
when he poflefled thy form, was with

: he prophaned thy lové, by at-
tcmpts to fupplant my virtue ; I re-
fifted his importunity, and efcaped
perdition ; but the guilt of ALmo-
rRAN drew my refentment upon Ha-
meT. 1 thought the vices which,
under thy form," I difcovered in his
bofom, were thine; and in the an-
guith of grief, ‘ndignation, and dif-

* appointment, my heart renounced

<

thee : yet, as I could not give thee
up to death, I could not difcover to
ArmoRran the attempt which I im-

¢ puted
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¢ puted to thee 3 when you queftioned
¢ me, therefore, as ALMORAN, } was
¢ betrayed to diffimulation, by the ten-
¢ defnefs which ftill melted my heart
¢ for Hamer.” ¢ I believe thee,” faid
Hawmer, catching her in a tranfpert tb.
his breaft: < I love thee for thy gin-
¢ tue; and may the pure and exalted
¢ beings, who are fuperior to the paf-
¢ fions that now throb in my heart,
¢ forgive me, if I love thee alfo for
¢ thy fault. Yet, let the danger to
¢ which it betrayed .thee, teach us ftill
¢ to walk in the ftrait path, and com-
¢ mit the keeping of our peace to the
¢ Almighty ; for he*that wanders in
¢ the maze of falichood, fhall pafs 8y
¢ the good that he would ameet, and
¢ fhall meet the evil that he would fhun.
¢ Ialfo was tempted; but I was ftrength-
£ ¢ ened

%
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¢ ened to refift: if I had ufed the
¢ power, which I derived from the arts
¢ that have been praltifed againft me,
¢ to return evil for evil; if I had not
¢ difdained a fecret and unavowed re-
¢ venge, and the unhallowed pleafures:
£ of a brutal appetite; I might have

poﬁ'eﬁ'ed thee in the form of ALmo-
¢ raN, and have wronged irreparably
< myfelf and thee: for how could I
¢ have been admitted, as HameT, to
¢ the beauties which 1 had enjoyed
« as Aumoran ? and how couldft theu
¢ have given, to ALMORAN, what in
< reality had been appropriated by
¢ Hamer o

CHAP
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CHAP. XVIL

UT while ALmeipa and HameT

were thus congratulating each_o-
ther upon the evils which they had
efcaped, they were threatened by o-
thers, which, however obvious, they had
overlooked.

Avmoran, who was now exulting
in the profpect of fuccefs that had ex-
ceeded” his hopes, and who fuppofed
the poffeffion of ALMEID4 before the
end of the next hour, was as certain
as that the next hour would arrive,
fuddenly entered the apartment; but
apon difcovering HameT, he fturted

back
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back aftonithed and difappointed. Ha-
MeT ftood unmoved; and regarded
hifn with a fixed and fleady look, that
at once reproached and confounded
him. ¢ What treachery,’ faid ALmo-
R AN, ¢hasbeen pradifed againft me ?
< What has brought thee to this place ;
< and how haft thou gained admit-
< tance * ¢ Againft thy peace,’ faid
HameT, ¢ no treachery has been prac-
¢ tifed, but by thyfelf. By thofe arts
¢ in which thy vices have employed
< the powers of d?.rknefs, I have been
¢ brought hither; and by thofe arts
¢ I have gained admittance: thy form
¢ which they hdve impofed upon me,
<¢ yas my paflport; and by the reftora-
< tion of my own, I have detetted and
¢ difappointed the fraud, which the
¢ double change was produced to exe-

¢ cute,
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¢ cute. ALMEIDA, ‘whom, as Ha-
MET, thou couldft teach to hate thge,
¢ it is now impoflible that, as ALmo-
2 AN, thou fhouldft teach 1o love.’

o~

-

AvLmEeipa, who perceived the ftorm
to be gathering which the next nto-
ment would burft upon the head of
Hamer, interpofed between them, and
addreffed each of them by turns; urg-
ing HameT to be filent, and conjuring
ArLMmoRraN to be merciful. Ar-
moRaN, however, without regarding
Aimzipa, or making any reply to
HamzT, ftruck the ground with his
foot, and the meflengers of death, tg
whom the fignal was familiar, appeared
at the door. Armoran then com-
manded them to feize his brothet, with
a countenance pale and livid, and a

voice
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voice that wis broken by rage. Ha-
MET was ftill unmoved; but ArmEei-
pa threw herfelf at the feet of ALmo-
Rr &N, and embracing his knees was abous
to fpeak, but he broke from her with
fudden fury: ¢ If the world fhould
¢ {ae,” faid he, ¢ I would fpurn it off.
¢ There is no pang that cunning can
¢ invent, which he fhall not fuffer:
¢ and when death at length fhall difap-
¢ point my vengeance, his mangled
¢ limbs fhall be caft out unburied, to
¢ feed the beafts. of the defert and the
¢ fowls of heaven.” During this me-
nace, ALMEIDA funk down "without
figns of life; and Hamer ftruggling
in vain for liberty to raife her from the
ground, the was carried off by fome
womefni who were called to her al-

fiftance.
In
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In this awful crifis, MameT, who
felt his own fortitude give way, logk-
ed up; and though he conceived no
words, a prayer afcepded from his
heart to heaven, and was accepted by
Him, to whom our thoughts ' are
known while they are yet afar off. Bor
HameT, the fountam of ftrength was
opened from above ; his eye fparkled
with confidence, and his breaft was di-
Jated by hope. He commanded the
guard that were leading him away to
ftop, and they 1mphc1tly obeyed ; he
then ftretched out his hand towards
ArLmoman, whofe fpirit was rebuked
before him: ¢ Hear®me,’ faid he,
¢ thou tyrant! for it is thy genius thae
¢ fpeaks by my voice. What has been
¢ the fruit of all thy guilt, but accu-
¢ mulated mifery > What joys halt thou

¢ de-
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€

derived frotn undivided empire? what

¢ joy from the prohibition of my mar-

<

<

<

[

riage with ArLmeipa? what good
from that ppwer, which fome evil
damon has added to thy own ? what,
it this' moment, is thy portion, but
rage and anguith, difappointment,
and defpair ? E\;eq I, whom thou
feet the captive of thy power, whom
thou haft wronged of empire, and
yet more of love ; even I am happy,
in comparifon of thee. I know
that my fufferings, however multi-
plied, are fhort; for they fhall end
with life, and no life is long: then
fhall the everlafting ages commence;
and through everlafting ages thy fuf-
ferings* thall increafe. The moment
is now near, when thou fhalt tread
that line which alone is the path to

¢ heaven,
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« ‘heaven, the narrow gath that is
¢ firetched over the pit, which fmokes
¢ for ever, and for ever! When tlftne
aking eye fhall look forward to the
¢ end that is far diﬁang, and when be-
¢ hind thou fhalt find noretreat; wheh
¢ thy fteps fhall faulter, and thou {hak
< tremble at the depth beneath, which
thought itfelf is not able to fathom
“then fhall the angel of diftribution
lift his inexorable hand againft thee :
¢ fromr the irremecable way fhall thy
< feet be fmitten ; thou fhalt plunge in
¢ the burning flood ; and though thou
< fhaiclive for ever, thou fhalt rife no

A

~

[

&

< more.’

As the words of HameT ftruck At~
MO RAN with terror, and over-awed him
by an influence which he could not fur-

Vou. 1L I mouiit ;
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mount ; HaveT was forced from his
prefence, before any other orders had
been given about him, than were im-
plied in the menace that was addreffed
€ AimeiDpA : no violence, therefore,
was _yet offered him ; but he was fe-
«cured, till the king's pleafure fhould
be'known, in a dungeon not far from
the palace, to which he was conducted
by a fubterraneous paffage; and the
doorbeing cbfcdhpon him, he wasleftia
filence, darknefs, and folitude, fuch as
may be imagined before  the voice of
the Almighty proluced light and life.

When ALmor ax was fufficiently re-
-cglleé’tcd to confider his fitvation, he
-defpaired of prevailing upon ALMEIDA
40 gratify his withes, till her attach-
anent to Hamer was irreparably bro-

ken;
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ken; and he, therefore, refolved to put
him to death. With%this view; he re-
peated the fignal, which convenetl the
minifters of death to his prefence ; but
the' found was loft in a peal of #tiun-
der that inftantly followed jt, and the
Genius, from whom he received the
talifman, again ftood before him.

¢« ALmoraAN,’ faid the Genius, ¢ I
¢ am now compelled into thy prefence
¢ by-the command of a fuperior power;
< whom, if 1 thould dare to difobey,
% the energy of his will might drive me,
< in® moment, beyond the’ limits of
¢ nature and the redch of thought, to
¢ fpend eternity alone, without gom-
< fort, and without hope.” ,¢ And what,’
faid ALmorax, € is the will of this
< mighty and tremendous being »* < His

12 ¢ will)
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¢ will,” faid the Genius, I will revea
¢ to thee. Hitherto, thou haft been
¢ epabled to Jift the rod of adverfity
¢ againft thy brother, by powers which
< nature has not entrufted to man: as
< .thefe powers, and thefe only, have
N pué him into thy hand, thou art for-
¢« bidden to lift it againft his life; if
¢ thou hadit prevailed-againft him by
¢ thy own power, thy own power weuld
¢ not have been reftrained : to afiét
¢« him thou art ftill free ; but thou art
¢ pot permitted to deftroy. At the mo-
¢ ment, in which thou fhalt conceive
¢ a thought to cut him off by viglence,
¢ the punifhment,of thy difobedience
¢ fhall commence, and the pangs of
¢ death fhall be upon thee.” ¢ If then,’
faid ALMoRrAN, ¢ this awful power
¢ js the friepd of HameT; what yet

< remains,
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¢ remains, in the ftores of thy wifdom,
¢ for me ? *Till he dies. I am at once
¢ precluded from peace, and faféty,
¢ and enjoyment.” ¢ Look up,’ faid
thie Genius, ¢ for the i H‘Oﬂ hand of de-
¢ fpair is not yet upon thes. Thou
¢ canft be happy, only by his deggh;
¢ and bis life thou art forbidden to
¢ take away: yet mayit thou ftill arm
¢ hifragainft himfelf ; and if he dies by
¢ his own hand, thy wifhes will be fuli.*
¢ O rfime,’ faid ALmoran, ¢ but the
¢ means,, and it {hall this moment be
¢ accomplithed I’ ¢ Sele&,’ faid the Ge-

nius, *®fome friend—

At the name of fiiend, ALMoR&N
ftarted and looked round in defpair.
He recollected the perfidy of Ofmyns.
and he fufpeéted that, from the fame

I3 caufe,
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caufe, all weie perfidious: ¢ While
¢ Hamer has yet life,” faid he, ¢ 1
¢ tear the face of man, as of a favage
¢ that is prowling for hisprey.’ ¢ Re-
¢ linquifh not yét thy hopes,” faid the
Genius; * for one, in whom thou wilt
¢ javfully confide, may be found. Let
¢ him fecretly obtain admittance to
¢ HameT, as if by ﬁcalth; let him
* profefs an abhorrence of thy réign,
¢ and compaflion for his misfortunes ;
¢ let him pretend that the rack <% even
¢ now preparing for him; that death
< is inevitable, but that torment may
be avoided : let him then give him
¢ a poignard, asthe inftrument of de-
¢ \.verance ; and, perhaps, his own hand
¢ may ftrike the blow, that fhall give
¢ thee peace.” ¢ But who,” faid ALmo-
ra¥N, ¢ fhall go upon this important

¢ errand 2’

-
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~errand ¥ ¢ Who,’ repligd the Gebius,
but thyfelf ? Haft thou not the power.
. to affume the form of whomfoever
thou wouldft have fent ?* ¢ I would
have fent Ofmyn,’ faid ALmoran,
but that I know him to be ,a traitor.*
¢ Let the form of Ofmyn then,’ faid
the Genius, ¢ be?h'ine. The fthadows
¢ of the evening have now firetched
¢'themfelves upon the earth : com-
¢ mand Ofmyn to attend thee alone in
¢ the-grove, where Solyman, thy fa-
¢ ther, was ufed to meditate by night ;
¢ and when thy forin fhall be imprefled
¢ upon him, I will there fedl his eyes
“in fleep, till th¢ charm fhall be
¢ brokcn; fo fhall no evil begat-
¢ tempted againft thee, and the trans-

¢ formation fhall be known only to
¢ thyfelf.!

~

~

»n

~

«~

| ALMORAN,
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Armoran, whofe breaft was again
Mluminated by Hope, was about to ex-
prefs his gratisude and joy; but the
Genius fuddenly difappeared. He be- -
gan, therefore, immediately to follow
the inftructions that he had received :
he commanded Ofmyn to. attend himy
in the grove, and ferbad every other
to approach ; by the power of the ta~
lifman he affumed his appearance, and
faw him fink down in the fupernatural
flumber before him : he then quitted
the place, and prepared to vifit Hamer
in_the prifon.

CHAP
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CHAP. XVIII

HE officer who commanded‘the:
guard that &kept the gate of the
prifon, was (%led. He was nows
pext in truft and power to. Ofmyn:
but as he had propofed a revolt to
Hawmer, in which Olmyn had refufed
to concur, he knew that his life was
now in his power ; the dreaded left, for
fome flight offence, or in fome fit of
caufelefs difpleafure, Jhe thould difclofe
the fecret’ to ALMORAN, who- WO)lld
then certainly condemn him to death.
To fecure this fatal fecret, and. put an
end to his inquietude, he refolved,
fcom:



222 ALNMORAN.axp HAMET:

from'the moment that ALMORAN was
eftablithed upon the throne, to find
fomf: opportunity fecretly to deftroy
Ofmyn: in this refolution, he was con-
firmed by the enmity, which inferior
miinds never fail to conceive againft
that,inerit, which they cannot but en-
vy without {pirit to tmulate, and by
which they feel themlelves difgraced
without an effort to acquire equal ho-
nour; it was confirmed alfo by the
hope which Caled had conceived, that,
upen the death of Ofmyn, he fhouid
fucceed to his poft: his apprehenfions
kikewife were increafed, by the gloom
which he remarked in the countenance
of Ofmyn; and which not knowing that
it arofe from fear, he imputed to jea-

loufy and malevolence,

‘When
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When ALmoraw, whg had now af~
fumed the appearance of Ofmyn, had:
paffed the fubterranean avenue to she
dungeon in which HaMET was confined,
he was met by Caled ;’of whom he de-.
manded admittance to the princc, and,
produced his own fignet, asa tefti mony
that he came with the authorlty of.
the king. As it was Caled’s intereft to
fecure the favour of Ofmya till an op-
portunity fhould offer to cut him off,
he received him with. every pofiible
mark of refpect and reverence; and
when he was gon¢into the dungeon,
he cammanded a beverage fo be pre-
pared for him again$ he thould return,
in which’fuch {pices were infufed, as
might expel the malignity which, in
that place, might be received with the
breath of life; and taking hiffelf the

key
4
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key "of the prifon, he waited at the
door.

When Armoran entered the dun-
geon, with a lamp which he had re-
ceived from Caled, he found HameT
fitting upon the ground : his counte-
nance was imprefled with the charac-
sers of grief; but it retained no marks
cither of anger or fear. When he
looked up, and faw the features of
Ofmyn, he judged that the mutes were
behind him; and, therefore, rofe up,
to prepare himfelf for death. ALmo-
RAN behéld his calinnefs and foreitude
with the involuntay praife of admira-
tion yet perfifted in his purpofe with-
out remorfe. ¢ I am come,’ faid he,
¢ by the command of ALMORAN, t0
¢ denounce that fate, the bitternefs of

which
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which I will enable t'hge to avaid.’
And what is there;” *faid HameT,
in my fortunes, that has prompwed

. thee to the danger of this attempt 2

The utmoit that I lan give thee,’

faid ALmoran, I can give thee with~

out danger to myfelf: but though I
have been placed,sby the hand of for-
tune, near the®perfon of the tyrant,
yet- has my heart in. fecret been thy
friend. If I am the meffenger of
evil, impute it to him only by whom
it isdevifed. The rack is now pre-
paring to receive shee; and every
art of ingenious cruelty willebe ex-
haufted to protradt and to increafe
the agonies of death.” ¢ And what,’

faid HameT, ¢ can thy friendthip otfe’r
¢ me?* ¢ can offer thee,’ fard ALMo-
RAN, ¢ that which will at once difmifs

ihee
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¢ thee to thefe regions, where the wick-
< ed ceafe from troubling, and the
<‘weary reft for ever.’ He then pro-
duced the poignard from his bofom
and prefentiné it to Hamer, ¢ Take
¢ this," -faid he, ¢ and fleep in peace.’

HameT, whofe' heart was touched
with fudden joy at the fight of fo un-
expected a remedy for every evil, did
not immediately reflet, that he was
not at liberty to apply it: he fnatched
it in a tranfport from the hand of Aw-
MORAN, and exprefled his fenfe of the
obhoatlon by clafping him in his arms,
and fhedding tlfe tears of gratitude in
hés breatt. ¢ Be quick,’ faid ALMoraN :
¢ this moment I muft leave thee; and
¢ in the next, perhaps, the meffengers
¢ of deftruction may ‘bind thee to the

¢ rack.
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rack.. ¢ T will be guick,’ faid Ha-
mer; ¢ and the figh that *fhall laft
¢ linger upon my lips, thall blefs thee.”
They then bid each jother farewels
Armoran retired from the dungeon,
and the door was again clofed tipor
HawmerT.

Caled, who waited at the door till
the fuppofed Ofmyn thould return,
‘prefented him with the beverage which
he had prepared, of which he recounted
the virtues ; and ALEVIORAN received it
with pleafure, and having eagerly drank
it off,” returned to the palace. As
foon as he was alone, he refumed his
own figure, and fate, with a confident
and impatient expeation,’ that in a
fhort ‘time a meflenger would be dif-
patched to acquaint him. with the death

of
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of MamMerT. EIAN.EET, in the mean time,
having grafped the dagger in his hand,
ant raifed hisarm for tke blow, ¢ This,’
faid he, ¢ i1s my pafiport to the realms
¢ of peace, the immediate and only
¢ obie& of my hope! But at thefe
words, his mind inftantly took the
alarm: ¢ Let me refle&,’ faid he, ¢ a
< moment: from what can I derive
¢ hope in death ?>—from that patient
¢ and perfevering virtue, and from that
¢ alone, by which we fulfill the tafk
< that is affigned us upon the earth.
¢ Is it not our duty, to fuffer, as well
¢ as to'alt ? If myown hand gonfigns
¢ me to the grave, what can it do but
¢ perpetuate that mifery, which, by
¢ difobedience, I would thun? what
¢ can it .do, but cut off my life and
¢ hopé together?” With this reflec-

X tion
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tion he threw the daggeg’ from hi.m 5
and ftretching himfelf %gain upon the
ground, refigned himfelf to the difgo-
fal of -the Father of man, moft Merci-
ful and Almighty.

Armoran, who had now refolved to
{end for the intelliggnce which he 1dhg-
ed to hear, wasdifpatching a meffen-
gee to the prifon, when he was told
that Caled defired admittance to his
prefence. At the name of Caled, he
ftarted up in an extafy of joy; and
not coubting but shat Hamer was
dead, he ordered him to be anftantly
admitted.  When he came in, Armo-
rAN made'no enquiry about HameT,
becaufe he would not appear to exfect
the event, which yet he fuppoied he_
had brought about; he, therefore,

Vor. 1L K ~atked
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afked him gnly upon what bufinefs he
came. ¢ I come, my lord,’” faid he, ¢ to
¢eapprize thee of the treachery of Of-
¢ myn.” ¢1 know,” faid ALmoran,
¢ that Ofmyn is a traitor; but of
¢ what doft thou accufe him? ¢ As [
¢ was but now,” faid he, ¢ changing
¢ the guard which 23 fet upon Hamer,
¢ Ofmyn came up td' the door of the
< prifon, and producing the royal fig-
¢ net demanded admittance. As the
¢ command which I received,.when he
¢ was delivered to my cuftody, was ab-
¢ folute, that no' foot fhould enter, I
¢« doubted whether the tokendad not
¢ been obtained, by fraud, for fome
¢ other purpofe 5 yet, as he required ad-
¢ mittance only, I complicd: but that
¢ if any treachery had been contrived,

I might dete& it; and that no arti-
¢ fice
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fice might be pra&ifed to favour an
¢ efcape ; I waited miyRlf at the Zioor,
¢ and liftening to their difcourfe T oger-
heard the treafon that I fufpected.’
What then,” faid Ammoran, ¢ didft
¢ -thou hear ?* A part of what was faid,’
replied Caled, ¢ efcaped me: but I
¢ heard Ofmyn, ljke a perfidious”and
¢ prefumptuoussilave, call ALmoraN

~

A

L)

¢ a tyrant; I heard him profe(s an in-
¢ violable friendfhip for Hamer, and
¢ affure,. him of deliverance,  What
¢ were the means, I know not; but he
¢ talked’ of fpeed, and fuppofed that
¢ the gffect was certain.’

Armoran, though he was ftill im-
patient to hear of HameT 3 and i®co-
vered, that if he was dead, his death
was unknown to Caled; was yet

K 2 not-
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not&tith&and}ng rejoiced at what he
heard: and as he knew what Caled
tokl him to be true, as the converfation
he related had paffed between himfelf
and HameT, he exulted in the pleaf-
ing confidence that he had yet a friend;
the glooms of fufpicion, which had in-
volved his mind, wtre aimpatcd, and
his countenance brightened with coni-
placency and joy: He had delayed to
put Ofmyn to death, only becaufe he
could appoint no man to fuccetd him,
of whom his fears did not render him
equally fu{'picious': but having now
found, in Caled, a friend, who® fide-
lity had been approved when .there had
been no intention to try it; and being
impatient <o reward his zeal, and to
inveft his fidelity with that power,
which woulidl render his fervices moft

important ;
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importa,nt he took a rmcr fromy his
own finger, and puttmg it upon, that
of Caled, ¢ Take this,” faid he, ® as
¢ a pledge, that to-morrow Ofmyn
¢ fhall lofe his head ;®and that, from
¢ 'this moment, thou art invefted with
¢ his power.’

Caled having® in tha converfation
betwzen ALmoran and Hamzer, dif-
cerned indubirable treachery, which he
imputedtoOfmynwholeappearance As.-
moran had then affumed, eagerly feized
the opp(')rtunity to *deftroy him g he,
therefoge, not trufting to the®vent of
his accufation, had mingled poifen in
the bowl which he prefented to Ar,gio-
ran when he came out from Hamur:
this, however, at firft he had refoived
to conceal,

K3 In
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In“confequénge of his accufation, he
fuppofed "'Ofmyn would be queftioned
upon the rack ; he fuppofed allo, that
the accufation, as it was true; would be
confirmed by his confeflion; that what
ever' he” fhould then fay to the prej\i—
dicee.of his accufer, would be difbe-
lieved ; and that. \%‘/herf after a few
hours the poifon thould take effe®, rio
inquifition would be made intc the
death of a criminal, whom the bow-
firing or the fcimitar would otherwife
have been employed to deftroy.  But
he now hoped to derive new merit from
an alt of zeal, which ALmor %~ had
approved before' it was kpown, by
condemning his rival to die, whofe
death he had aiready infured: ¢ May
 the withes of my lord,” faid he, ¢ be
¢ always anticipated ; and may it be

found,
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¢ found, that v?hatever l;'c ordairks is
< already done : may he®accept the zeal
¢ of his fervant, whom he has delight-
¢ ed to honour; for, before the light of
¢ the'morning fhall refurn, the eyes of
Ofmyn fhall clofe in eyerlafting
¢ darknefs.’

"

At thefe words, the countenance of
Atimoran changed ;* his cheeks be-
came pale, and his lips trembled :
¢ What- then,” faid he, ¢ haft thcu
¢ done ?* Caled, who was terrified and
aftonithed, threw himfelf upon the
ground, and was unable to reply. Ar-
MORAN, who now, Ry the urmoft ef-
fort of his'mind, reftrained his confu-
fion and his fear, that he might learn
the truth from Caled without diflimue=
lation or difguife, raifed him ffom the

K 4 ground
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groynd and repeated his enquiry. ¢ If
¢ I have erred,” {aid Caled, ¢ impute it
¢ not: when I had deteted the trea-
¢ chery of Ofmyn, 1 was tranfported
¢ by my zeal Tor thee. For proof
< that he is guilty, 1 appeai now to
himfelf; for he yet lives: but that
< he 'might not efcape the hand of
¢ juftice, I mingled, in the bowl I
¢ gave him, the drugs of death.’

L)

At thefe words, ALmoran, ftrik-
ing his hands together, looked up-
ward in an agony of defpair and hor-
ror, andfell back upon a fofa that was
behind him. Caled, whofe aftonith-
ment was equal to his difappointment
and“his fears, approached him with a
trembling though hafly paces but as
he ftooped to fupport him, ArLmo-

RAN
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ran fuddenly drew his, dagger #and
ftabbed him to the hedtt; and repeat-
ed the blow with reproaches and exe-
crations, till his ftrength failed him.

In this dreadful moment, the Gemus
once more appeared befote: him ; at the
fight of whom he waved his hand but
was unable to fpeak. ¢ Nothing,’ faid.
the Genius, ¢ that has happened to AL-
¢ morav, is hidden from me. Thy
¢ peace. has been deftroyed alike by
¢ the defetion of Ofmyn, and by the
¢ zeal of Caled: thy life may yet be
¢ prefggved ; but it can be epreferved
¢ only by a charm, which HameT muft
¢ apply.” 'ALmoraw, who had raxfcd
his eyes, and conceived fome languld
hope, when he heard that he mi ight ys&.

Lve ;
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hive;; " caft thel.n again down in defpair,
when he hcard‘ that he could receive
life J)n}y from Hamzer. ¢ From Ha-

¢ meT, faid he, ¢ I have already taken.
¢ the power todave me; I have, by
¢ thy coprif:l, given him the inftru-
< ment of death, which, by thy coun-
¢ fel“aifo, I urged hjm to ufe: he re-
¢ ceived it with joy, end he is now
¢ doubtlefs numbered with the dead.?
¢« HameT, faid the Genius, ¢ 1s not
¢ dead; but from the founsain of vir-
¢ tue he drinks life and peace. If
¢ what I fhall propale, he refufes to per-
¢ form, pot all the powers of earth,
¢ and fea, and a‘l\ if they fhould com-
¢ bine, can give thee life: but if he
< cotnplies, the death, that is now fuf-
« pended over thee, fhall fali upon his
¢ head ;. and thy life fhall be again de-
¢ livered
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¢ livered to the hand of tgne > ¢ Miake
¢ hafte then,’ faid A ORAN, ¢ and
{ will here wait the event.’ ¢ She
¢« event,” faid the Genius, ¢ is not dif=
ftant; and it is the’laft experiment
¢ which my power can make, either
¢ upon him or thee: when: the ﬁ ar of
¢ the night, that ds now mnear the ho-
¢ rizon, thall ferd I will be with him.’

"~

«~

When ALMoraN was alone, he re-
fleCted, that every a&t of fspernatural
power which the Genius? fiad enabled
him to perform, had*brought upon him
fome mew c‘?mmlty, though % always
promifed him fome new advantage. As
he would not impute this difappoint-_
ment to the purpofes for which he em-
ployed the power that he had receivedy,
he indulged a ‘fu.f_picion,- that it pro-

ceeded
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ceeded from ,the perfidy of the Being
by whom it was Sbeftowed 5 in his mind,
thcreforc, he thus reafoned with him-
felf: < The Genius, who has pretend-
¢ ed to be the®friend of ALMORAN,
¢ has been fecretly in confederacy with
¢ Hamer: why elfe do I yet fighin
¢ vain for ALmMeipae? and why elfe did
¢ not HameT perifh, %hen his life was
¢ in my power ? ‘By his counfel, 1 per-
¢ fuaded HameT to deflroy himfelf;
¢ and, in thewvery a&, I was betrayed
¢ to drink the potion, by which 1 fhail
¢ be deftroyed : I~have been led on,
¢ from rfiifery to mifery, by ineffectual
¢ expedients, and fallacious hopes. In
¢ th:s crifis of my fate, 1 will not truft,
¢ wnh implicit confidence, in another :
«I will be prefent at the interview of
¢ this powerful, but fufpected Being,
¢ with
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with HAMETs; and whe can telly but
that if I detett a fraud, ¥ mey be
able to difappoint it : however pow-.
erful, he is not omnifcient ; 1 may,
th’c}cforc, be prefent, unkhown, and
unfufpected even by him, m a form
that 1 can chule by a thoughs® to
which he cannot®be confcious.”

CHAP
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CHAP. XIX.

N confequence of this refolution,

ALMORAN, hgving commanded
one of the i:oldiérs of the guard that
attended upon HamEeT into an inner
room of the palace, he ordered him
to wait there till his return : then mak-
ing falt the door, he affumed his fi-
gure, and went. immediately to the
dungeon ; where producing h;g fignet,
he faid, he had received orders from
the king to remain with the prifoner,

1ill the watchexpired.

As
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As he entered withoutdpeakingy and
without a light, HAMET sonsinued
ftretched upon the cr'ound with” his.
face towards.the earth; and ALmo-
ran, having filently Tetired to a re=
miote corner of the place, waited- for
the appearance of the Genius.

The dawn of the morning now
broke ; and, in a féw minutes, the
prifon fhogk, and the Genius appeared.
He was vlﬁble by a lambent light that
played arpund him; and HameT ftart-
ing from the ground, *turned to the vi-
fion wish reverence and, wonder : but
as the Ompipotent was ever prefent
to his mind, to whom aII bemors in gl
worldsare obedient, and on whomalone
he relied for proteéhon, he was neither’

confufed nor afeaid. ¢ Hawmer,’ faid
the
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the Genius, # the crifis of thy fate is
¢ near.’ ¢ Who art thou,’ faid HameT,
¢ ahd for what purpofe art thou come »
¢ 1 am,’ replied the Genius, ¢ an'inha-
¢ bitant of the world above thee j and
¢ to the will of thy brother, my pow-
¢ ers have been obedient : upon him
¢ they have not confirred happinefs, but
¢ they have brought evil upon thee. It
¢ was my voice, that forbad thy mar-
¢ riage with ALMEIDA ; and my voice,
¢ that decreed the throne to ALmo-
¢ ran: I gave him the power to af-
¢ fumc thy form; and, by me, the
< hand of oppreflionis now heavy upon
< thee. Yet I kave not decreed, "that
¢ he fhould be happy, nor that thou
¢ fhouldft” be wretched: darknefs as
« yet refts upon my purpofc but my
¢ h¢art in' fecret is. thy friend.”” ¢ If

¢ thou
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¢ thou art, ipdeed my, friend,» faid
HawmzT, © dehver meTrom this Pnfon ;
¢ and preferve Hamrr'for ALMmIDA.
¢ Thy deliverance,” faid the Genius,
¢ miuft depend ypor thylelf. There
‘ is a charm, of which the powersis
¢ great ; but it is,by thy will onlzr', that
¢ this power cansbe exerted.?

The Genius then Held out towatds
him a fcroll, on which the feal of fe-
ven powers was 1mpreﬁ‘cd ¢ Take,’
faid he, ¢ this fcroll, in which the myf-
¢ teriows name of; Oro{mades 1s writ-
¢ ten. Invoke the fpirits,athat refide
¢ weltward from the rifing of the fun;
< and nerthward, %n the regions of
¢ oold and darknefs: then firetch gat
¢ thy hand, and a lamp of fulphur, felf
¢ kindled, fhall burn before thee. ‘In
¢ the fire of this lamp,. confume that

Vour. IIL L ¢ which
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¢ which | naw_gjve thee; and as the
¢ fmole, « into which it changes, fhall
4 mixs with the air, a mighsy charm
¢ fhall be formed, whick fhall defend
¢ thee from all mifchief : from that
<“inftant, no poifon, however potent,
¢ cap, hurt thee; nor fhall any pri-
¢ fon cohfine : in ohe moment, thou
¢ {halc be reltored to thé throne, and to
¢ ALmeipa; and the Angel of death,
¢ fhall Jay his hand upon thy brother; to
¢ whom, if I had confided this-laft beft
¢ effort of my power, he would have fe-

“¢ cured the good to himfelf, and have
¢ transferred the evil to thee.

AvLmMoran, who had liftened unfeen
to this addtrefs of the Genius to Ha~
MzT, was now confirrici 1 his fufpici-
ons, that ewil had been uliimately in-
tended” againft him ; and that he had

been
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been entangleds in the toils of pesfidy;
while he believed: himfelf to be affifted
by the efforts of‘friendﬁl}p: he wafalip,
convinced, that by the Genius he was
not known to be prefent.. Hamer,,
however, ftood ftill doubtful, and. Az~
moran was kept filent by his fears.
¢« Whoever thou-art,’ faid "Hamer,
¢ the conditiohéf the advantage$ which,
¢ thou haft offered me, is fuch as it
¢ is not lawful to fulfill: thefe horrid
¢ rites, and this commerce with unholy
¢ powers, are prohibited to mortals in
¢ the Law of lite.” “See thou to that,”
{2id the Genius: ¢ Good and evil are
¢ before thee ; that.,which I now offer
¢ thee, 1 will offer no more.’

HameTr, who had not fortitude ta
give up at oncg the pofhbility of fe-
L2 curing
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curing the advantages that had been of-
fered,cand who was feduced by human
frailty to deliberate at leaft apon the
choice; ftretched out his hand, and re-
ceiving the feroll, the Genius inftantly
Jifap;ka;‘ed. ‘That which had, been
proprfed as atrial of his virtue, Aw-
moran believed indved to be an offer
of advintage ; he had ¢ hope, there-
fore, but that Hamer would refufe
the conditions, and that he fhould be
able to obtain the talifman, ard fulfll
them himfelf : he judged that the mind
of Hamer was th fufpenie, and was
doubtful to which fide it might finally
incline ; he, therefore, inftantly afflumed
the voice and the perfon of Omar, thas
by the influence of his council he
might be able to turn the fcaie.

3 When
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When the changc wgs effeted, he
called HamET by his? name.; and Ha-
MET, who knew the vbme, aanered
him'in a tranfp@rt of joy and wonder :
< My friend,’ faid Be, <.my father |
* in this dreary {olitude, in this heur
¢ of trial, thou art welcome to my
¢ foul as libertysand life! Guide me
< to thee by thy voice; and tell me,
« while I hold thee to’my bofom, how
< and wherefore.thou art come?’ ¢ Do
< not now afk’ me,” faid ALMORAN:
¢ it is enough that 1 am here ; and
< that I am permitted to warn thee of
¢ the-precipice, on which tiou ftand-
<eft.” It is enough, that concealed in
¢ this darknefs, I have ovetheard the
¢ fpecious guile, which fome evil de-
¢ mon has practiled upon thee.” ¢ Is is
¢ then certain,” faid FHamer, ¢ that

L ¢ this
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< this.béing iscevil * ¢ Is not that be-
¢ ing eyil, faid ALMORAN,’ ¢ who pro-
¢ pofes evil, as'the condition of goad ?*
¢ ShallIthen, faid HaMmeT, © renounce
N my liberty and life ? The rack is now
ready ; -and, _perhaps, the next mo-
< menf, its tortures will be inevitable.”

Let me'afk thee then,” faid Aimo-
¢ raN, ¢ to preferve thy life, wilt thou
¢ deftroy thy foul?” < O! ftay,” faid
Hamer—¢ Let me -not be tried too
¢ far! Let theitrength of Him who 1s
¢ Almighty, be manifeft in my weak-
¢ nefs!” HamgeT then paufed a few mo-
ments;  vut he was no longer in
doubt: and ALyoran, who difbe-
lieved and defpifed the argurﬁents, by

"

"~

which he infended to perfuade him to
rehounce what, upon the fame condi-
tion, he was impatient to fecure for

himfelf;



ALMORAN axb HAMET. 151

himfelf, conceived hopesjthat he fhould
fuicceed ; and thofe hapeg were inftantly
confirmed.” ¢ Take then,” fard Ha-
MET, ¢ this_ unholy charm; and fe:
¢ .move it far from me, as the fands of
¢ Alai from the trees of Oman* -lcﬁ,,-m
¢ fome dreadful hour, “my vn'tue may
¢ fail me, and thy counfel may be want-
¢ ing!” Give it me then,” faid ALmo-
r aN; and feeling for the hands of each
other, *he fnatched it from him in an
extafy of joy, and inftantly refuming his
own voice and figure, he cricd out,
¢ At length I have prevailed : and life
¢ and love, dominion and rgvenge, are
¢.now at once in my hand I*-

HameT heard and knew thc"vorcc
of his brother, with ai’comih'ncnt but
it was too-late to with that hehad with-

held
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held e charmy which his virtue would
not permit iim ‘to ufe. ¢ Yet a few
*,moments pafs}’ faid ALmor, s, “and
¢ thou art nothing.’ HAMET, who
doubted not,of th*e power of the ta-
lifman,” and knew that ArLmoran had-
no prmcxples which would reftrain him
from ufing it to his deftruction, refign-
ed himfelf to death, with.a facred joy
that he had efcaped from guile. Atr-
MORAN then, with.an elation of mind
#hat fparkled in his eyes, and glowed
upon his cheek, ftretched out his hand,
in which he held the fcroll ; and'a lamp
of burning fulphur was immediately
jufpended in thc air before hlm ‘he’
heid the myftenoas writing in the flame;
and 4s it began to burn, the place
fhook with retterated thuader, of which
every peal was more terrible and more
loud.
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loud. HAMETzwrapqpm’gﬂus robesound-
him, cried out, ¢ In the Fountain of
¢ Life th¢ flows for ever, let mylife bq
¢ mmgled‘ Let me not be, as if 1 had
¢ never Keen; but ish) co;félous Jof my
¢ being, let me fhill glarify- Him.from
¢ whom it is derived, and be ftill happy
¢ in his love I’

ALMORAN, who was ,abforbed in
the antxcxpatlon "of hxs own felicity,
heard the thundér without dread, as the
proclamation of " his trigmph : ¢ Let
¢ thy hopes,’ faid "he, ¢ be thy por-
* tior.5 and the pleafures that I have
< ‘fecured, fhall be mlne As he pro-.
nounced thefe words, ﬁe ftarted asara
fadden pang; his eyes became ﬁmcd |
and his pofture immoveable ; yet'his
fenfes ftilF remained, and he perce'ivtd'

the
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the Genius ornde_more te ftand before
him. ¢ Almoran,” faid he, ¢ to the
Waft founds which thou fhal” hear, let
¢ thine ear be attentive ! Of the fpirits
¢ that .rejoice to fulfill the p‘)‘rpofe of
¢ the” Almighty, I am one. To Hs
¢ MET, and to Armoran, Ihave been
¢ commiffioned ﬁ,’on‘fl above : I have
¢ Been appointed to perfect virtue, by
¢ adverfity ; and in the folly of her
¢ own projé&s,:‘to er;t;;ngle'vite. The
¢ charm, which could be formed only
¢ by guilt, has poxyef only to produce
¢ mifery: ,?f every good, whicl}‘thou,
¢ ALMOR AN, wouldft have fecured by
¢ difobedience, the oppofite evil is thy
< porson; and of every evil, whick
¢ thou, HameT, waft, by obedience,
¢ v‘rillingl to incur, the oppofite good is
¢ beftowed upon thee, .To thee, Ha-
METy,
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¢ MET, are new giventhe threne of
thy father, and ALME1D 4 >And thos,
t ALMGRaN, who, while 1 fpeaﬁ £t
¢ incorporasing with the cardl, fhalt.re-
< main, through 41l gencrauxons, a me-
* morial of the truths swhich thy life
< has taught !*

At the words of, the Genids, tlie
earth trembled beneath, and above the
walls oF the prifon "dxfappe@rcd the fi-
gure oi‘ ALMOKAN, which was har-
dened into ftone, expanded by degrees;
and a rock, by which his form and at-
titude are fill rudely exprefled;, became
at oncé a monument of hi punithment
and his guilt.

Such are the events recorded by Ac-
MeT, the Yefegndant of the Prophet,
5 and
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and the preact.er of righteoufnefs ! for,
to Acrmeti that which pafied in fecret
auas revealed by the Angel 7 inftruc-
tion, that the world might know, that,
to the wicle:d, increufe of pdwer i$ in-
creafe of wretchednefs; ‘and that tho'e
who condemn the folly"of an attempt
to defeat the purpofc of a Geniuvs,
might no longer kope to élude the ap-
pointment of the Moft High.
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