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T O  T H E

K I N G .

S I  R ,

Am i d s t  t h e x ^ jp g r a t u -

latioDS arxl pjaifes of a 

free,  ̂joyful, and now united

people,



people, who arc.^ b itieu s to 

exprefs their duty an4 their 

wifhes in their various clafles; 

I think myfclf happy to have 

Y o u r  M a j e s t y ’s moft gra­

cious permiflion to approach 

You, and, after the i^iinner of 

the people vî hofe charader I 

liave affurred, to bring an 

humble offering in my hand.

As fome part of my fubjed: 

led me to confider the advan­
tages
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tages of our ejccellent conftitu~ 

tion in.pomparifon of others; 

my thoughts were naturally 

turned to Y o u r  M a j e s t y ,  as 

its •warmeft friend and moft 

powerfijl .protedor : and as the 

whole . is ’intended, to recom­

mend the pra6lic,e of virtue  ̂

as. the means of happinefs;  

to whom could ^ddrefs it 

with fo much • propsiety, as to 

a* P R J N c E, who illuftrates and

enforces
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enforces the precepts o f the 

moralift by his life.

I  am .

M a y  it  pleafe Y o u r  M a j e s t y ,, 

Y o u r  M a  j  E S T  y ’s 

M oft faithfu l, m o ft Qbligcd, 

A n d  m o ft obedient  

Su bject and Servant,

m  D E D I C A T I O N .
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A L M O R A N

A N D

H A M E T

C  I I  A  P . 1 .

W H  O  is ,he ^mQng the childr^a, 

o f the earth ,,that repines at 

the power o f the \vicl?ed ? and who 

is he, that w cukl tl^ai»ge»the lo t 'o f  

the righteous ?. Fje, vv’ho has Appoint ­

ed to .each ’ his portion, is God > the 

Ommifcientf and the A lipighty, who 

■fills eternity, .and ’ whofe exiftence is 

V o l .  I. B  from



from H im felf I but he who murmurs, 

13 man ; who yefterday was not, and 

who to-morrow {hall be forgotten ; let 

him liften in filence to the voice o f  

know lege, and hide the blufties o f  con- 

fufion in the duft.

SglymanJ the m ighty and the wite 

who, in the one hundred and fecond 

year o f  the H egyra, fat upon the thrcne 

o f  Perfia, had two fons, A l m o r a v  

and H a m e t , and they were twins. 

AtMORAN was the jfirfl; born, but 

Solyman divided' his afFeftion equally 

between them : they were both lodged 

in the fame part o f  the feraglio, both 

were attended i>y the Tarfie fcrvants, 

and both received inftrudions from the 

fame teacher.

O ne
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One o{, the ftrft things that A lm o -  

RAN learnt, was the prerogative o f his 

birth i and he was .taught very earlf 

to fet a* high value upon it, by the 

terms in which thofe about him ex- 

prelTecl their fenfe o f the power, the 

fjslendor, and the delights o f  royalty.
•

h k  imad gradually opened, he na­

turally confidcred thefe as the objeds 

o f  univcrfal defire, and the means o f  

liiprenie * ftlicity  : he was often re­

minded, that^the time was com ing, 

when the foie pofl^flicin o f  fovereiga 

power would enable fciim to fulfil a ll 

his wifhe^, to determirte the fate o f  

dependent nations with » nod, and dif- 

penfe life and deatji, and happhiefs and 

mifery, at his w ill: he was flattered by 

thofc who «hoped to dra\v wealth and 

dignity from jjis favou r; and intereft 

B  2 prompted
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prompted all who approached liim, to 

adminifter to his pkafures with a zeal 

and affiduity, which had the appear­

ance o f  reverence to his fnerit. and af- 

feftion to his perfon.

H a m e t , on the contrary, focn be­

came fenfible o f a fubordinate ftstion : 

he was not, indeed, neglected •, but h  ̂

was not much carelTed. W hen the 

gratification o f  H a m e t  canic in com­

petition with that o f  A l m o r a n , he 

’̂ vas always obliged ta  give it up, ex­

cept when Solyman interpoicd: his 

mind was, therefore, naturally I'ed to 

feek for hlppln</fs in objects very dif­

ferent from th^fe which had fixed the 

attention o f  A l m o r a n . A s he knew 

not to how -^narrow a fphSre caprice 

cr jealoufy might confint' him, he

confidered
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confidered. what* pleafures •syere lead 

dependent*upon external advantages; 

and as the firft popular com m otiotf 

which fl-iould happen after his brother’s 

acGeflion to the throne, m ight proba­

bly coft him his life, he was very in- 

quifitive about the ftate into which his 

fpjtit woald be difmiffed by the A n gel 

o f  Death, and very diligent to do 

A^hatever might fecurt him a fhare o f  

the pernianent and unchangeable fe­

licity o f Paradife.

T his difference in «he fituation o f  

A lm o r a n  and H a m e t ,  produced 

great diffimilarity in thei? dtl'pofitions, 

habits, and charafters ; t̂o which, per­

haps, nature m ight ?ilfo in fome de­

gree * contribute. A l  m o  r  a  n  was 

haughty, vasn,. and voluptuous > H a - 

B  3  MET
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M E T  was gentle, courteous, and tempe­

rate : A l m o r a n  was v o k tik , impetu­

ous, and irafcible; H a m e t  was thought­

fu l, patient, and forbearing. U pon 

the heart o f  H a m e t  alfo were writ­

ten the inftruftions o f  the P rop het; to 

his mind futurity was prefent by habi­

tual anticipation ; his pleafurt, ;his 

pain, his hopes, and his fears, were 

perpetually referred to the Iiivifible 

and Alm ighty Father o f  L if t ,  by fen- 

timents o f  gratitude or refignaticn, 

complacency or confidence fo that 

his devotion v âs not periodical but 

conftant.

B ut the views or A lm oran  were 

terminated by nearer o b je fts: his mind 

was perpetually bufied in the anticipa­

tion o f  pleafures Und honours, which

he
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he*fuppofed to be neither uncertain'nor 

remote •, tfaefe excited his hopes, with 

a power fufficient to .fix his attention > 

he d id ‘ not -look beyond them for 

other objeftSf nor enquire how enjoy­

ments more diftant were to be acquir­

ed i and as he fuppofed thefe to be 

already fec.ured to him by his birth,
• •

was nothing he was lolicitous to 

obtain a§ the reward o f merit, nor any 

tiling that, he confidered h im fd f to 

poffefs ’ as theiJbount}* o f  Heaven. I f  

the fublime and difinterefted recti­

tude that- produces and rewards iV 

felf, dwells indeed witTi^man, it dwelt 

not with A l m o r a n  with refpeft .to 

G od, therefore, Jhe was not imprefled 

with a fpnie' either of*diity or depen­

dence ■, he felt neither reverence nor 

love,, gratitude nor/efigoition  : in ab- 

ftainin^ from ^vil, he was not intentio- 

B 4 nally
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naily g o o d ; he praftifcd the externals o f  

morality without virtue, and performed 

«the rituals o f  deyotion without piety.

Such were A l m o r a n  andH AM ET, 

when Solyman their fathei-, full- o f 

days and full of honour, flept in peace 

the fleep o f death. W ith  this event 

they were immediately acquainiejd. 

T h e  emotions o f  A l m o r a n  w ercfuch  

as it was impoffible to conceal'; the joy 

that he felt in fecret was fo great, that 

the mere dread o f  difappointment for 

a moment fufpendi'd his belief o f  what 

he heard: when his fears and his

doubts gave way, his cheeks were fuf- 

fufed with fudden bluflies, and his eyes 
<* * 

fparkled with exultation and impati­

ence : he looked eagerly about him, as 

i f  in hafte to a<5l ; j e t  his looks were 

embarraffcd, and his gefturesirrefolute,

Becaufc
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beclufe he knew ‘ not what to d o : Re 

uttered fonae. incoherent fentences, 

which difcovered at once the jo y  that 

he felt, afid his-fenfe o f its impropriety j 

and his whole deportmient exprefled 

the utmpft tumult and perturbation o f  

mind.

tfpon H a m e t, the death o f  his fa­

ther produced a very different effeft': 

affoon  as.he heard it, his lips trembled 

and his countenance grew p a le ; he 

flood rr.otionlefs a moment, like a pil­

grim  transfixed by lightning in the de- 

fert; he then fmole his b r^ ft, and look­

ing upward, his eyes by'decrees over­

flowed with tears, *and they fell, like 

dew diftilling from ’ the ftnountain, in a 

'calm *nd filent fhower. A s his grief 

was thus mingled ivith devotion, his

mind

A'L M -O R A N  AND H A M E T  9



Ertind in a fhort time recovere<3 its 

tranquillity, thougTi not ijtschearfulnefs, 

and he defired to be conduced to his 

brother.

H e  found him, furrounded by the 
lords o f his court, his eye ftill reftlels 

and ardent, and his deportment elate 
and afiuming. H a m e t  prefled huuily 

througli the circle, and proftrated him^ 
fclf before h im : A lm o p a n  received 
the homage with a tunv^kuous pltafure j 

but at length raifed him from the 

jground, and affured him o f  his protec­
tion, though^ without any expreffions 

either o f kindaefs or o f forrow : ‘ H a -  

‘  MET,’ fays he, ‘ if  I  have no caufe

* to complain 1>f you as a lu b jeft, you 

‘ lhall have no f.auie to complain o f 

‘  me as a kingi’ H a m e t , whofe

heart

10 A L M O R A N  AN D H A M E T .
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heart was again pierced by th e .c o li  

and diftant behaviour o f  his brother*
• •

fuppreffed the figh that ftruggled in 

his bolbm,* and fecretly wiped away tiiB 

tear that ftarted to his e y e : he retired, 

with his looks fixed upon the ground, 

to a remote corner o f  the apartment j 

and jhough his heart yearned to em ­

brace his brother, his modeft diffidence 

reftrained.him  from intruding upon 

th^ king.

In this fituation were AljM o r  a n  and 

H a m e t ,  when Oma*r entered the a-* 

partment. . O m a r ,  upon^whofe head 

the hand o f  time became heavy, had 

from his youth acquainted him felf witli 

wifdom ; to him nature* had revealed 

herfeif, in the filence o f  the night, when 

his lamp was burning alone, and his

eyes
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eyes only were open : to him was 
known the power p f the Seal o f  Solo; 

m o n ; and to .him the knowlege of 

things invifible had been re\!'ealed. N or 

was the virtue o f  Oma^i inferior to his 

knowlege his heart was a fountain o f 

good, which though it flowed ihrou^h 

innumerable flreams was never dry :
C *

yet was the virtue o f  O m ar  cloathed 

with humility and he was ftill preiTing 

nearer to perfedion, by a .devotion 

which though elevated was rational, 

cand though regular was warm. From  the 

council o f O m a r , Solyman had de­

rived glory and ftrength; and 'to him 

he had cdmrhitted the education o f  his 

children.

W hen he entered the apartment, the 

croud, touched at once v/ith reverence

and
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and love, drew back •, every eye was 

(jaft downwartJ,- and.every tongue was 

filent. T h e  full o f  days approached 

the king, 'ind  kneeling before hinn he 

puf into his hand a fealed paper: the 

king received it with ifmpatience, fee­

ing it fuperfcribed with the hand o f  his 

fathes; -and O m a r  looking . round, 

and perceiving H a m e t , beckoned him 

to come forward. H a m e t , whofe *
obedience, to O m a r  had been fo long 

habitual that it was now almofl. fpon- 

taneous, inftantly drew near, though 

witJi a flow and irrefolute p ace; and 

A l m o r An, having broken*the feal o f  

the paper, began to read i^toliim felf, 

with a look that exprgfled, the utmoft 

anxiety and impatience. O m a r kept his 

eye fixe'dupon him, andfoonfierceived 

that his countenance was disfigured by

confufion



confufion and trobble, and that he 

feemed preparing to p at up the paper 
in his bofom ; he then produced an­

other paper from under his robe, and 
gave it to H a m e t  : ‘ T h is ,’ fays he, 

‘ is a copy o f the will o f  Solyman,

* your fath er; the orig in al'is  in jhe 
‘ hand-of A lm o r a n  : read it,- and
* you will find that he has bequeathed

* his kingdom between yoii.’

T h e  eyes o f all prcfent were now 

turned upon H a m e t ,  who ftood filent 

and motionlcfs with amazement, but 

was foon roufed to attention by the ho- 

tJiat was paid him. In the mean 

tim e, A lm q r a n ’s confufion increafed 

evrry  m om ent; his difappointment 

was aggravated by the fudden attention 

o f thofe who were preient to his bro»

ther i
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th e r; and his jealoufy made him think 

him felf neglefted, while thofc a6ls o f  

duty were performed to H a m e t ,  which 

were now known to be his right, and 
which he had him fclf received before 

him.

H j« v ie t, however, regarded but lit­

tle what fo much excited the envy o f  

A lm o r a n  ;* his mind was employed 

upon luperior objecls, and agitated by 

nobler paflions : the coldnefs o f  his 

brother’s behaviour, though it had 

grieved had not quenched kis affeftion; 

and as he’ was now no longer reftrained 

by the deference due from a fiily e d  to 

his k in g , he ran to him, and catching 

hiin to his’ breafl: attempted to fpeak ; 

but his heart was too full, and lie could 

exprefs his aff?ftion and joy  only by

hi&



his tears. A lm o ra n  rather fafFered 

than received the em brace; and after 

a few ceremoiiies, to which neither o f  

them could much attend, they retired 

to feparatc apartments.

i 6  A L M O R A N  a n d J I A M E T .
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C  H  A P . II.

W M E N  A lm o r a n  was alone, 

he immediately locked the 

d o o r; and throwing him felf upon a 

fofa in-an agony o f  vexation and dif- 

ap^inttaent, o f which he was unwil­

lin g  there fliould be any witnefs, he re­

volved ip his mind all the pleafures 

a n d . honours o f  fupretne dominion 

which Had now Suddenly been fnatched 

from him, with a degree o f  anguifh 

and regret, not proportioned to their 

real, but their imaginary value. O f  

future good, that which we obtain is 

found to be lels than our expefta- 

tions i but that o f  which w e are difap- 

pointcd, w c fuppofe would have been 

more': thus do the children o f  hope 

V o l .  I. C  extradt



extraft evil, both from what they 

gain, and from what they. lofe. Bus 

A l m o r a n , after the firft tumult o f  

his mind had fubfided, began • to con- 

fider as well what was .left him, aŝ  

what had been taken away. H e was 

ftill without a fuperior, though he had 

an equal j he was ftill a k in g, though 

he did not govern alone : and with^re- 

fpeft to every individual in his domini­

ons, except one, his will would now 

be a law > though wit]i refpedt to the 

public, the concurrence o f  his brother 

■v̂ ould be neceflary to give it force.

‘ L e t  me thep,"̂  fays he, ‘ make the 

‘ moft o f  the ppwer that is now put 

‘  into my  ̂hand, and wait till feme fa-

< vourabie opportunity Ihall offer ta

* increafe it. L e t  me dilTemble m y 

‘ jealoufy and difa^pointmcnt, diat I

“  may

i8 A L M O R A N  a n U H A M E T ,



‘  may not alarm fufpicion, or put ftie

* virtues o£ H a MET upon their guard 

‘  againft me j and let me contrive to 

‘ give ouf joint adminiftration fuch a 

‘ form, as may beft favour my de* 

‘ fign.’

Such were the refledions, with 

w blth  AtMORAN foothed the anguifh 

o f  his mind j while H a m e t  was b u - 

fijd  in (peculations o f  a very different 

kind, i f  he was pleafed at reflecting, 

that he was raifed from a fubjedt to a 

p rin ce; he was pieafed ftill more, 

when he confidered hi» elevation as a 

teft o f  his father’s afFeftion to his perfon, 

and approbation o f  his C on tiud: he 

was alfo delighted with the thought, 

that his brother was aflbciated with 

hitn ih the arduous talk wl\ich he was 

C  2 now
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now called to perform. * I f  1 had beert 

‘  appointed to govern aloije,’ faid he, 

I  fhould have had no equal i and he 

who has no equal, though-he may 

have faithful fervants, can have no 

friend : there cannot be that union 

o f  interefts, that equal participation 

o f  good, that unreftrained inter- 

courfe o f  mind, and that muCwal 

dependence, which conftitutes the 

pure and exalted happincfs o f  fr ien ^  

ihip. W ith  A l m o r a n , J lhall 

fhare the fupreme delight o f  wreft- 
in g  the innocept and the helplefs 

from the iron hand o f  oppreflion j o f  

animating raerit by reward, and re­

tra in in g  the Unworthy by fe a r : I 

fhall lhare, with A l m o r a n , the 

pleafures o f  governing a numerous, 

a powerful, and a happy people j ,

“  plea-

A L M O R A N  a n d H A M E T .



‘  pl€afures^which, however great, are, 

‘  like all others, increafed by partici- 

‘ pationi*.

W h ile  H a m e t  was thus enjoying 

the happinefs, which his virtue derived 

from the fame-fourccj fi ’oxn w tich  the 

vices o f  A l m o r a n  had filled^is breaft 

with anguifh and difcontent j  O m a r  

was contriving in what manner their 

joint governm ent could b ell be carricd 

into execution.

H e  knew  that Sol^man, having 

confxdered the difpofitions o f  his fons, 

was o f  opinion, that i f  tliey liad  been 

blended in one perfon, they would have 

produced a character more fit to g o ­

vern in his ftead, than either o f  them 

alone: A l m o r a n , Re thought, was 
C  3 too
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too volatile and warm ; but he fufpeft- 

ed, that H a m e t  would fink into inadi- 

vity for want o f fp ir it : he feared alike 

A l m o r a n ’s love o f  enterprize, and 

H a m e t ’s fondnefs for retirem ent: he 

obferved, in H a m e t , a placid eafinefs 

o f . temper, which m ight fuffer th,e 

reins o f  'government to lie too lot«re j 

and, in A l m o r a n , a quidcnd's o f  re- 

fentment, and jealoufy o f  Command, 

which m ight hold them too t ig h t : he 

hoped, therefore, that by leaving them 

a joint dominion,-he fhould blend their 

dij|3ofitions, ar leaft in their efFccls, in 

every a d  of- government ^hat. fhould 

take plare-,' or that, however they 

Chould agree to adminifter their go­

vernment, the public would derive be­

nefit from t^e virtues o f  both,,, with- 

PUt danger o f fu£ftring from their im-

perfedions.
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pei-fe<5lions, as their imperfedions 

would only*operate againfl: each other, 

while, in whatever 'was right, their 

minds would naturally concur, as 

the coincidence o f  reftitude with re£tV- 

tude is neceffary and eternal. But he 

did not confider, that different difpo- 

fitipns operating ff;parately upon two 

difi^rent wills, would appear in effeds 

very unljke thoie, which they would 

concur to produce in o n e : that two 

wills, under thf: d ircdion o f  difpofi- 

tions fo different, would feldom be 

brought to coincide-, and that more 

mifchiefs ^ould probably arife from 

the cdnteft, than from \he imperfec­

tions o f  either alone.

But Solyman had fo long applauded 

him lelf for his projed  before he re- 

C  4 vealed
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vealed it to O m a r , that O m ar  found 
him too much difpleafed with any ob- 
jeftion , to confider its w eight; and 
knowing that peculiar notions are more 
rarely given up, than opinions received 
from others, and made our own only 

by adoption, he at length acquiefced, 
left he (hould by farther oppofition lofe 
his influence, which on other occal-ons 

he might ftill employ to the advantage 
o f  the p u blic; and took a folemn oath, 

that he would, as far as was in his 
power, fee the will carried intq execur 
tion.

T o  this, incieed, he confented with­
out mucff rtluftance, as he had little 
k fs  reafon to fear the foie government 
o f  A lm o r a n ,  than a jo int adminiftra- 
tio n ; and if  3 ftruggle for fuperiority

fliould
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fhould happen, he hoped the virtijes o f  

.H a m e t  woiJld obtain the fuffrages o f 

the people in his favoor, and eftablifli 

him upon the throne alone. But as 

change is itfelf an evil, and as changes 

in government are feldom produced 

■without great confufion and calamity, 

he applied him felf to confider in what 

manfler the government o f  A l m o r a n  

and H am£ T could be adminiftered, fo 

as moft efFcflually to blend their cha- 

rafters in their, adminiftration, and 

prevent the condudt o f one from excit­

ing jealoufy in the otRer.

A fter much thought, _ he determined 

that a fyftem o f laws fhSulfl be pre­

pared, which the fons o f  Solyman 

fhould examine and alter till they per- 

feftly* approved, and to which they

fiioul4
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fliould then give the fandion o f  their 
jo in t authority : that when any addition 
or alteration fhould be thought necef- 
Jary, it fhould be made in the fame 
manner •, and that when any infuper- 
abie difference o f fentinaent happened, 
either in this or in any a£t o f  preroga­
tive iridependent o f the laws for regu- 
k tin g  the manners o f the peoples 'the 
kings fhould refer it to foine perfon o f 
approved integrity and wiiaorn, and 
abide by his determination. O m ar 
eafily forefaw, that when the opinion 
.of A lm o r a n  Lnd H a m e t  fliould 
differ, the opinion o f A lm o r a n  would 

be eflablifhdi ; for there were many 
Caufes tlu t ’Â ould render A lm o r a n  

inflexible, and H a m e t yielding: A l ­
m o ra n  was naturally confident and 
afijjm ing, H a m e t  diffident and mo-

d elti
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d e ft; A lm o ra n  was impatient o f  con- 

tradiflion, H a m et*  was attentive to 
argument, and folicitous only for the 
difcovery o f  truth. A lm o r a n  alfo 

conceived, that by the will o f  his 

father, he had fufiered w ron g; H a -  

m e t , that he had received a favou r: 

A lm o r a n , therefore, was difpofed to 
refenf the firft appearance o f  oppofi- 

t io n ; and.H A M ET, on the contrary* 

to acquitfce, as in his fliare o f  go­

vernment, whatever it might be, he 

had more than was his right by birth, 

and liis brother had Icfs, T h us, 

therefore, the will o f  A lm o ra st 
would probably predominate in the 
fta te : but as the fame taiife which 

conferred this fuperiority, would often 

prevent ‘contention,' O m a r confidercd
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it, upon the whole, rather as good 

than evil.

* 8  A L M O R A N  A N p  H A M E T .

W hen he had prepared his plan, 

therefore, he fent a copy o f  it, by 

different meffengers at the fame time, 

both to A lm oran  and H a m e t , in- 

clofed in a letter, in which he exprefl 

his fenfe o f  obligation to their father, 

and his zeal and affedion fur thcm : he 

mentioned the promife he had made, 

to devote him felf to their fcrv ice ; 

and the oath hê  had taken, to pro- 

pofe whatever he thought might fa­

cilitate the  ̂accomplifliment o f  their 

father’s ^defign, with honour to 

them and happinefs to their people : 

thefe motives, which h> could not 

rcfift without impiety, he hoped

would



would abfolve him from prefump- 

tion •, and truding jn  the reftitude 

o f  his intentions, he left the iffue to 

God.
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C  I I  A  P ,



30 A L M O R A N  and  H A M E T ,

C H A P .  I II .

T H  E  receipt o f  this letter threw 

A lm o r a n  into another agony 

o f  indignation ; he felt again the lofs 

o f  his prerogative ; the offer o f  ad­

vice he difdained as an infult, to which 

he had been injurioully fubjedted by 

the will o f his fath er; and he was dif- 

pofed to rcjedt whatever was fuggeftcd 

by O m a r, even before his propofal 

was known. W ith  this temper o f  

mind he began to read, and at every 

paragraph took new offence; he deter­

mined, however, not to admit Om ar. 
to the honour o f  a conference upon^ 

the fu tje ft, but to fettle a plan o f  

government with his brother, without 

the Icaft regard to his advice.

5 A  fu-



A  lupercilious attention to tnmute 

formalities, is a certaip indication o f  a 

little mind, confcious to. the want o f 

innate dignfty, and Iblicitous to de­

rive from others what it cartnot fupply 

to itfe lf: as the fcrupujous exaftion 

o f  every trifling tribute difcovers the 

weaknefs o f  the tyrant, who fears his 

claim ‘ fliould be difputed i while the 

prince, who is confcious o f  fuperior 

and iiidirj.)uiab!e power, and knows 

that the ftates he has fubjugated do 

not dare to revolt, fcarce enquires 

whether fuch teftimonies* o f  allegiance 

are given or not.

Thus, the jealoufy o f  AlMt)RANr 

already enllav'ed him to the punAilios 

t f  ftate ; and the mofl trifling circum- 

ftanccs involved him in peiplexity,

or
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or fired him with refentm ent: the 

friendfhip and fidelity, o f  O m ar  ftung 

him with rage, as infolent and intru- 

five i and though it deteTmined him 

to an immediate interview with his bro­

ther, yet he was embarraffed how to 

f»rocure it. A t  firft he rofe, and was 

about to go to him j but he flopped 

flaort with difdain, upon reflefling, 

that it was an aft o f condefcenfion 

which might be deemed an acknow­

ledgement o f fuperiority: he then 

thought o f  fending for H a m et  to come 

to him ; but this he feared might pro­

voke him, as implying a denial o f  his 

equality : at length he determined to 

propoir a rrieeting in the chamber o f 

council, and was juft difpatching an 

officer with the melTage, when H a - 
MET entered the apartment.

T h e
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T h e countenance o f H a m e t  was 

fluflied with jo y , and his heart was 

warmed with the pleaiing fenfations o f 
affeiStion ind confidence, by the fame 

letter, from which A l m Oran had ex­

tradied the bitternefs o f  jealoufy and 

refentment; and as he had no idea 

that an a£t o f courtefy to his brother 

coitid derogate from his own dignity 

or importance, he indulged the honefl:. 

irnpatience o f his heart to communi­

cate the pleafure with which it over­

flowed: he was, indeed, fomewhat

difappointed, to find'no traces o f  fatis- 

facliion in the countenance o f  A l m o -  
RAN, when he faw the fame paper 

in his hand, which had*imprelTed fa- 

much upon his own.

V o l. I. D  H c:
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H e waited fome time after the firfl 

falutations, withgut mentioning th? 

fcheme o f  government he was come to 

concert; becaufe having obferved that 

A l m o r a n  was embarraffed and dil* 

pleafed, he expeded that he would 

communicate the caufe, and pleafed 

himfelf with the hope that he might 

remove i t : finding, however, that this 

expeftation was dilap[)ointed, he ad- 

drelTed hirn to this effecT;:

* H ow  happy are,w;e, m y dear bro-

* ther, in the wifdom and fidelity o f  

‘  O m a r  ! how excellent is the fyftem 

‘  o f  govecWinent that ihe has propofed! 

■* how eyfy end honourable will it be to 

‘ , us that govern, and how advantage*

‘ ous to the people that o b e y !’

‘ T he

24 A L M O R A N  AND H A M E T .



A L M O R  A N  AND' H A M E T , 35-

‘ T h e  advantages,’ faid A lm o- 
RAN, ‘ which yoii feem to have difco- 

‘ vered, are not evident to m e : teil' 

‘  me, then, what you imagine they 

are, and I will afterwards give you m y 

‘ opinion/

‘ By eftablifhing a fyftem o f  laws 

‘ ‘ as the rule o f  geivernment,’ faid H a - 
m e t , ‘ many evils will be avoided, and 

*• many benefits procured. I f  the law

* is the will only o f the fovereign, it can,

* never certainly be known to the peo-l

* p ie : many, therefore, may violate thaf 

‘  rule o f  right, which the hand o ?  

‘ the A lm ighty has .written upon the' 

‘  living tablets o f the heart,* in the pre-4 

‘  fiimptuous hope, that it will not fub4  
‘ je(5l them to punifhment-, and thofe,’' 

‘  by whom that .rule is fulfilled, will'

D  2 noc



‘  not enjoy that confcioufnefs o f  fecu- 

‘ rity, which they 'would derive from 

‘ the protection ■ o f  a prefcribed law, 

‘ which they have never broken, Nei- 

‘ ther will thofe who are inclined to 

‘ do evil, be equally reftrained by the 

‘ fear o f  puniflim ent; if  neither the 

‘ offence is afcertained, nor the punilh- 

‘ ment prel'cribed. One motive to pi’o- 

‘  bity, therefore, will be w anting; 

‘  which ought to be fupplied, as well 

‘  for the lake o f thofe who may be 

‘ tempted to oifcnd, as o f thofe who 

‘  may fufter by tiie offence. Befidcs, 

‘  he who governs not by a written and 

‘  a public la\ ,̂ muft either adminifter 

‘  that ga.-er^iment in perfon^ or by 

‘ others : i f  in perfon, he will fink

* under a labour which no man "is able 

‘  to fuftain i and i f  by others, the in-

‘ feriority
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‘  fcriority o f  their rank muft fubje£t

* them to temptations which it cannot 

‘  be hoped they will always refift, and 

‘ to prejudices which it will perhaps be 

‘ imt>offible for them .to furmounr.

‘  Bur to adminifter government by a 

‘ law which afcertains the offence, and 

‘ dire6ts the punifliment, integrity 

‘ qlone will be fufficient; and as the 

‘ pcrverfion o f juftice will in this caie 

‘ be notorious, and depend not upon 

‘ opinion but faft, it will feldom be 

‘ pradifed, becaufe it will be eafily pu-'

‘  ntfhed.’

A l m o r a n , who had keard the opi­

nions o f  H a m et  with*inipa^ence and 

fcorn, now ftarted from his feat with a 

groud and contempcuous afpect: he 

•firft glanced his eyes upon his brother;

D  j  and
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and then looking difdainfully down­

ward, he threw b^ck his I'obe, and 

ftretchingoat his hand from him, ‘ Shall

* the fon of Solyman,’ faid he, ‘ upon 

‘ whofe w illthefatc of'nations was fuf-

* pcndtd, whofe fm iks and frowns 

‘  were aione the criterions o f  right 

‘  and wrong, before whom the voice

* o f wifdotn itfelf was filenr, end the 

 ̂ pride even o f  virtue humbled in the 

‘  duft ; fliaH the fon t)f Solyman be 

‘ harneffed, Hke a mule, in the tram- 

‘  ■mel's o f law ? (ha:ll he become .a 

■* mere inftrument;,to execute wliat o- 

‘  thers have devifed ? fhall he only de- 

 ̂ d are  the determinations o f a ftatute,

* -and ihaiyiistcar be affronted by claims 

‘ o f  right? It is the glory o f a prince, 

‘  to punifli for what and whom he w ill* 

■* to be the fovereign, not only o f  pr»-

‘ P^rty,
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‘  perry, but o f  l i fe ; and to govern 

alike without psefcription or ap- 

‘  peal.’

H a  MET, who was ftruck with afto- 

nifhment at this declaration, and the 

vehemence with which it was uttered, 

after a (liort recolleition made this re­

ply ‘ It is the glory o f a prince, to 

‘ govern others, as he is governed by 

‘  H im , who is alone moft merciful and 

‘ almighty ! It is his glory to prevent 

‘ crimes, rather than todifplay his pow- 

‘  er in punifhment; *to difFufe happi- 

‘ nefs, rather than inforce fubjesflion ; 

‘  and rather to animate >vitli love, than 

‘ deprefs by fear. Has Hbt ^ e  that 

‘  (hall judge us, given us a rule o f  

‘  life by which we ftiall be judged ? is 

‘  not our reward and punifhment al- 

D  4 ‘ ready
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‘  ready fet before us ? are not H is pro- 

‘  mifes and threatenings, motives to 

‘ obedience ? and have we not confi- 

‘ dence and joy, when we have obeyed ? 

‘ T o  God, H is own divine perfections 

‘ are a la w ; and thefe Fie has tranlcribed

as a law to us. L et us, then, govern, 

‘  as we are governed ; let us feek our 

‘  happinefs in the happinefs that we be- 

‘ ftow, and our honour in canulating 

‘ the benevolence o f .Heaven.’

A s  Al mORAN feared, that to pro­

ceed farther in rhis argument would 

too far difclofe his fentiments, and put 

H a m e t  too liuich upon his guard; he 

uetermine’i fcjr the prefent to dilTcmble ; 

and as he perceived, that H a m e t ’s opi­

nion, and an adminifiration founded up- 

-©n if, would render him cxtreamly po-

puhr.
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pukr, and at length pofllbly eftablifii 

alone ; he-was fiow folicitous only 

to withdraw him from public notice, 

and perfuide him to leave the govern­

ment, whatever form it flibvtld receive, 

to be adminiftered by others : return­

ing, therefore, to his feat, and affum- 

ing an appearance o f complacence and 

tranquillity, with which he could not 

form his language perfectly to agree ;

‘ Ler us then,’ faid he, ‘ i f  a law 

‘ muft be fee up in our ftead, leave

■ the law to be executed by our Haves;

‘ and as nothing will be left for us to 

‘ do, that is worthy o f  us, let us de- 

‘ vote durfelves to the {fleafures o f  

‘  ea le; and if there are %n)̂  enjoy-

■ ments peculiar to royalty, let us fe- 

‘  cure them as our only diftindlion from 

‘ the multitude/

‘ N ot



‘ N ot fo,’ fays I I a m et  •, ‘ for there 
is yet much for a'prince to do, after 

‘ the beft fyftem of laws has been efta- 
‘ blilhed : -the government o f a nation 
‘ as a whole, the regulation and extent 
‘ o f its trade, the eftablilhm entof ma- 
‘ nufadlories, the encouragement of 
‘ genius, the application o f the reve- 
‘ nues, and whatever can improve the 
‘ arts of peace, and fee u re foperiority 
‘ in war, is the proper objeft o f a 
‘ king’s attention.

‘ But in thefe,*' laid A l m o r a n , ‘ it 
‘ will be difficult for two minds to 

concui^; Jpt us, then, agree to leave 
‘ thefe alfo to the care pf fome other,
* whom we can continue as long as 
‘ we approve, and difplace when we

* ap-
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‘  approve no longer : we IhalJ, by 

‘  this expedient, be. able to avert 

‘ the odium o f any unpopular mea- 

‘ ■fure; and by the facrifice o f  a 

‘ flave, we can always fatisfy the 

‘  people, and ftlence public difcon- 

‘ tent.’

A L M O R A N  a n d H A M E T .  4J

‘ T o  truft implicitly to another,’ 

fays H a m e t , ‘ is to give up a prero- 

‘  gative, which is at once our highefl 

‘  duty and intereft to k eep ; it is to be- 
‘ tray our truft, and to facrifice our ha- 

‘ nour to another. T h e prince, who 

‘  leaves the government o f  his people 

‘  implicitly to a fubjed, .leaves it to 

‘  one, who has many more teri!ptati- 

‘  ©ns to betray their interi?ft than him- 

‘  fe lf : a vicegereiit is in a fubordinate

Ration i



‘  ftation ; he has, therefore, much to 

‘  fear, and muctj to .hope : he may 

‘  alfo acquire .the power o f  obtaining 

‘  what he hopes, and averting what he 

‘ fc-ars, at the public expence ; he may 

‘  ftand in need o f dependents, and 

‘  may be able no otherwife to procure 

‘  them, than by conniving at the fraud 

‘  or the violence which they commit; he 

‘  may reccive, in bribes, an equivalent 

‘  for his fliare, as an individual, in the 

‘ public profperity ; for his intereft is 

‘  not efTentially connected with that of 

‘  the flate ; hq has a feparate intereft ; 

‘  but the intereft o f  the ftate, and o f  

‘ the king, are one ; he may even be 

‘  corrupted to betray the councils, andi 

‘  give up the interefts o f the nation,

* to a foreign power j but this is im- 

poffible to the k in g ; for nothing

‘ equivalent
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• equivalent to what he would give up,

* could be ofFefed hiiu?’ But as a 

‘ k ing has not equal temptations to do 

‘ wrong, neither is he equally expofed 

‘ to oppofition, when he does r ig h t:

‘ the meafures o f  a fubftitute are fre- 

‘ quently oppofed, merely from int6- 

‘ reft ; becaufe the leader o f a faction 

‘ againft him, hopes, that i f  he can re- 

‘  move him by popular clamour, he 

‘ fl-iall furceed to his p ow er; but it 

‘ can be no man’s interefL to oppofe 

‘ the meafures o f  a king, if  his mea- 

‘ fures are good, becaufs no man can 

‘ hope to fupplant him. A re not thefe 

‘ the precepts o f  the Prophet, whole wif- 

‘ dom was from above ? — “i» L «t not 

“  the eye o f  expeftation be raifed to 

“  another, for that which th'yfelf only 

“  • Ikould beftow : fufier not thy own

“  Ihadow
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“  fhadow to obfcure thee; nor be con-= 
“  tent to derive that glory, which i f  
“  is thy prerogative to impart.”

‘ But is the prince,’ faid A lm oran JI 
‘ always the wifeft man in- his domini4 
Sons : Can we not find, in anothery 
‘ abilities and experience, which we 
‘ cio not pofTcfs ? and is it not the duty 
‘ o f  him who prefides in the fliip, to,
‘ place the helm in that hand which
* can beft fteer it ?’

‘ A prince,’ faid H a m e t, ‘ who fia- 
*■ cerely intends the good o f his people,
‘ can fcsrcefail to effeft it i all the wif- 
‘ dom otthe nation will be at qnce.turned 
‘ to that o b je£ t: whatever is. his prin- 
‘ cipal aim, will be that o f all who are. 
‘‘ admitted to his council j for to . con-

‘ cur.



‘ eiK with his principal aim, muft be 
‘ the fureft recommendation to his fa- 
‘ vour. L e t us, then," hear others; 
‘ but let a d  ourfelves.’

As A lm o r a n  now perceived, that 
the longer this converfation continued, 
the more he flaould be embarrafled; 
he put an end to it, by appearing 
to acquiefce in what H a m e t had 
propofed. H a m e t withdrew, charm­
ed with the candour and flexibility 
which he imagined he had difco- 
vered in his brother; ’ and not with­
out fome exultation in his own rhe­
toric, which he liippofed gained 
no inconfiderable viftory, A Im T )ra n , 
hi the m«;an time, applauded himfel^ 
for having thus far praclifed the arts o ff

diflimurf
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difTimulation with fuccefs; fortified 

himfelf in the refolutions he had be­

fore taken ahd conceived new male  ̂

voknce and jealoufy againft H a m e t .

A L M O R A N  AND H A M E T .
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C U  A' ? .  IV.

W H I L E  H a  ME T was ejtulting 

in his conqueft, and his heart 

was overflowing at once with felf-com> 

placency, and affeftion to his brother; 

he was told, that O m ar was waiting 

without, and defired admittance. H a - 

m e t  Ordered that he fhould be imrfie- 

diately introduced ; and when O m a r 

entered, and would have proftrated 

himfelf before him, hg catched him in 

his arms in a tranfport o f affedlion and 

efteeni ;• and having ordered that none 

fhould interrupt them, coiapeilcd him 

to fit down cm a fofa.

H e  then related, with all the joy o f  

a. youthful and an ardent rhind, the 

V ol. I E  con-
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converfation he had had with A l m o * 

RAN, intermixed w ith • cxpreflions o f  

the higheft praife and the nioft cordial 

cftecm. O m ar was not without fufpi- 

cion, that the feutiments which A lm o- 

RAN had firft exprefled with fuch ve^ 

hetnence o f  paffion» were ftill predo- 

tnioant in his mind : but o f  thefe fuf- 

picions he did not give the lealt hint to 

H a  MET j not only becaufe tocom m u- 

lu cu e  fufpicions is to accuie without 

l^roof, but becaufe he did not think 

hin^felf at liberty to make an ill report 

o f  another, though he knew  it to be 

ttue. H e  afjproved the fentirncnts o f  

H a m e t  ̂ they had indeed been iii- 

fufed by his own inftrudionsi 

Ibme precepts and cautions were now 

added, which the acceffioh o f  H a m e t

to

5 ^  ALMORAN a n d  HAMET*

4



t0 a fljare o f  the imperial power made 

particularly neceflary'.

‘  Remember,’ faid O m a r, ‘  that 

‘  the moft efFeflual way o f  promoting 

‘  virtue, is fo prevent occafions o f  vice. 

‘  There are, perhaps, particular fitua- 

 ̂ tions, in which human virtue ha«

‘ ways failed; at leaft, temptation of- 

‘  ten repeated, and long continued, h ^

* feldom been finally refifted. Jn  ̂

‘  government fo conftituted as to leav^

* the people expofed to perpetual fe- 

‘  duftion, by opportunities o f  diflblute 

‘ . pleafure or iniquitous gain, the mul- 

‘  tiplicapon o f  penal laws wilj only 

‘ tend to depopulate the kingdom, and

* difgrace the ftate} to devote to the 

‘ fcymitar and the bow-ftring, thofe

* who m ight have been ufcful to Ibcicty,

^  2 an d
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‘  and to leave the reft diflblute turbuJ 

‘ lent and faftious.* If-th eftreets not 

‘ only abound 'with women, who in- 

‘  flame the pafienger by their appear- 

‘  anCe, their geftare, and their folici- 

‘  tations but with houfcs, in which

* every defire which they kindle may 

‘ be gratified with fecrecy and conveni- 

‘  ence •, it is in vain that “  the feet o f  

“  the proftitute go down to death, and 

“  that her fteps take hold on h ell:’* 

‘  what then cari be hoped from any

< punifliment, \^hich the laws o f  man 

‘  can fuperadd to difeafe and want, 

to rottennefs and perdition ?. I f  you 

permifeopeum to be publickly fold at 

a low rate j it will be folly to hope,

‘  that the dread o f  punifliment will 

‘  render idlenefs and drvjnkennefs ftrari- 

‘  gcrs to the poor. I f  a tax is To colleft-

Vcd,
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 ̂ ed, as to leave opportunities to pro- 

 ̂ cure the commodity, without paying 

‘  i t ; the hope o f  gain will always fur- 

 ̂ mount the fear o f puniihment. If,

‘  when the veterao has ferved you at the 

‘  rifque o f  life, you withold his h ire;

‘  it will be in vain to threaten ufury 

‘  and extortion with imprifonment and 

fines. If, in your armies, you fuffer 

‘  It to be any man’s intereft, rather to 

‘  preferve the Jifc o f a horfe than a man;

‘  be affured, that your own fword is 

‘  drawn for your enemy : for there will 

‘  always be fome, in whom intereft is 

‘ ftronger than humanity and honour.

‘  P ut no man’s intereft, therefore, in. 

‘ the ballance againft his d u ty ; nor 

‘  hope that good can often be produc- 

‘ .ed, but by preventing opportunities

* o f  evil.’

E  3 T o
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T o  thefe precepts o f  O m a r, Ha^ 
MET liftened as to the iriftruftions o f  i  

father; and having promifed to keep 

them as the treafure o f  life, he dif- 

mified him from his prefence. T h e  

hegrt o f  H a m e t  was now expanded 

with the moft pleafing cxpedlations i 

but A l m o  r a n  was pining with folici- 

tude, jealoufy, and diftruft : he took 

every opportunity to avoid both O m ar 
atid H a m e t  ; but H a m e t ftill retain- 

tfd his Confidence, and O m ar his fuf- 

jHCions*
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C H A P .  V.

IN  the mean tim e, the fyftem o f 

government was eftablifhed which 

had been propofed by O m a r , and in 

which H a m e t  concurred from princi­

ple, and A lm  ORAN from policy. T h e  

views, o f  A lm o r a n  terminated in the 

gratification o f  his own appetites and 

paffions i thofe o f  H a m e t ,  in the dif- 

charge o f  his d u t y : * H a m e t , there­

fore, was indefatigable in the bufineli 

o f  the ftate; and as his-fenfe o f  honour, 

and his love o f  the public, made this 

the employment o f  his choice, it was 

to  Mm the perpetual fource o f  a gene­

rous and fublime felicity. A lm o r a n

E 4



alfo was equally diligent, but from 

another motive : he was adtuated, not 

by love o f  the public, but by jealoufy 

o f  his brother ; he performed his taflc 

^  the drudge o f  neceffity, with reluc­

tance and ill w ill; fo that to him it 

produced pain and anxiety, wearinefs 

and impatience.

T o  atone for this wafte o f  time, he 

determined to crowd all that remained 

with d e lig h t: his gardens were an epi­

tome of all nature, and on his palace 

were exhaufted all the treafures o f  art; 

his feraglio was filled with beauties o f  

every nafiori  ̂ and bis table fupplied 

with dainties from the remoteft corners 

o f  his dominions. In the fongs that 

’jvere repeated in his prefence, he liftened

at
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at once to the voice o f  adulation and 

m u fic; he breathed the perfumes o f  

Arabia, and he tafted the forbidden 

pleafure o f  wine. But as every appe­

tite is foon fatiated by excefs, his ear 

gernefs to accumulate pleafure deprived 

him o f enjoyment. A m ong the variety 

o f  beauty that furrounded him, the 

paffion, which, to be luxurious, muft 

be delicate and refined, was degraded 

to a mere inftinft, and exhaufted-in 

endlefs diffipation ; the carefc was un­

endeared by a confcioiifnefs o f  recipro~ 

cal delight, and was immediately fuc- 

ceeded by indifference or difguft. By 

the dainties that perpetaally urged him
I ■ • ■ •

to intemperance, that appttite, which 

alone could make even dainties tafteful, 

was deftroyed. T h e  fplendof o f  his 

palace and the beauty o f his, gardens,

be-
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bccafne at length fo familiar to his eye," 

that they were frequently before him , 

without being feen. Even flattery and 

mafic loft their power, by too frequent 

a jpepetition : and the broken flumbers 

o f  the night, and the languor o f  the 

morning, were more than equivalent 

to the tranfient hilarity that was in- 

fpired by wine. T hus paffed the time 

o f  A l m o r a n , divided between pain- 

fo l labours which he did #wt dare to 

fljun, and the fearch o f  p le^ ire  w bkh 

be could never find.

H a m e t ,  on the contrary, did not 

pleafure, but jpli^fure feemed to 

feek hith : 'h e  had a perpetual com­

placence and ferenity o f  inijjid, which 

rendered him conftantly ft?fceptible o f  

pl?afing imprcifions i  every thing that

w ^5
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was prepared to refrefh or entertain 

him in his feafons o f  retirement and 

relaxation, added fomething to the de^ 

light which was continually fpringing 

in his breaft, when he reviewed tlte 

paft, or looked forward to the future. 

T h us, the pleafures o f fenfe werC' 

heightened by thofe o f  his mind, and 

the pleafures o f  the mind by thofe o f  

fcnfe : he had, indeed, as yet no w ife; 

for as yet no woman had fixed his at*" 

tention, or {ietermined his choice.

A m ong the ambaflkdors whom the 

pionarchs o f  A fia font to congratuUte 

the fohs o f  Solynian upon their accef- 

fion to the throne, there was a native 

o f  Circaffia, whofe name was Abdallah. 

Abdallah had only ooe child, a daugh­

ter, in whom all his happinefs and af--

fcdlion
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feiSlion centered ; he was unwilling to 

Jeave her behind, and th'erefore brought 

her to the court o f  Perfia. H er mo­

ther died while (lie was yet an infant; 

flie was now in the fixteenth year o f 

her age, and her name was A l m e j d a . 

She was beautiful as the daughters o f  

Paradife, and gentle as the breezes o f 

the fpring •, her mind was without 

ftain, and her manners were without

She was lodged with her father in a 

palace that joined to the gardens o f  

the feraglio •, and it happened that a 

lamp which had one night been left 

burning in a lower apartment, by fomq 

accident fet fire to the net-work o f  

potton that,furrftunded a iiapha, and 

the whole room was foon after in a

flame.
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flame. A l m o r a n , who had beert 

palling the afternoon in riot and de­

bauchery, had been rernoved from his 

banqvietting room afleep; but H a m e t  

was ftill in his clofet, where he had 

been regulating fome papers that wer^ 

to be ufed the next day. T he windows 

o f  this room opened towards the inner 

apartments o f the houfe in which A b - 

dallah refided ; and H a m e t , having 

by accident looked that way, was 

alarmed by the appearance o f  an un- 

ufual light, and flatting up to fee 

whence it proceeded, • he difcovered 

what had happened.

H aving haftily ordered the* guard 

o f  the night to affift in quenching the 

flame, and removing the furniture, 

he ran him felf into the gari^ftn. A%

foon
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as he was-come up to the houfe, 

f e  was alarnKd by the fhricks o f a 

female vo ice ; and the next moment, 

A lm eid a  appeared at the window oF 
an apartment diredly over that which 

v?as on fire, A lm eid a  he had till now 
never feen, nor did he fo much as 
know that Abdailah had a daughter: 

but though her perfon was unknown, 
he was ftrongly interefted in her dan­
ger, and called out to her to throw 
herfelf into his arms. A t the found 
o f his voice Ihe ran back into the 
room, fuch is the force o f inviolate 
modefty, though the fmoke was then 
rifing in curling fpires from the win ­
dows : (he was, however, foon driven 
back i and part o f the floor at the 

fame inftjuit giving way, fhe wrapt
her



her veil round her, and leaped in ti 

the garden. H a  m e t  caught her in 

his arm s; but though Kc broke her 

fall, he funk down with her w e ig h t; 

he did not, however, quit his ch arge; 

but perceiving ftie had fainted, he made 

hafte with her into his apartment, to 

afford her fuch afliftance as he could 

procure.

She was covered only with the light 

and loofe robe in which (he dept, an4 

her veil had dropped off" by the way. 

T h e  moment he entered his clofer, 

the light difcovered to him fuch beauty 

as before he had never feen : Ihe now 

bf;gan to revive j and before her fenfes 

returned, flie preffed the prince with 

an, involuntary embrace, which he 

returned by (training her clofejr to his

bceaft.
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breaff, in a tumult o f delight, confu* 
fion, and anxiety, which he could 
fcarce lliftain. As he ftill held her in 
his arms, and gazed filently upon her, 
flie opened her eyes, and inftantly re- 

linqiiifhingher hold, flirieked out, and 
threw heffelf from him. As there 
■were no women nearer than that wing 
o f  the palace in which his brother re- 
fided, and as he had many reafons 
not to leave her in their chai g e ; he 
was in the u tm o^ perplexity what to' 

do. H e affurifd her, in fome hafty 
and incoherent words, o f her fccurity; 
he told her, that Ihe was in the royat 
palace,,,and that he who had conveyed 
her thither was H a m e t. T h e habi­
tual reverence o f fovereign power, now 

furmounted all other pafllons in the 

bofom o f A lm e id a  : ftie was inftantly

covered
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covered with new confulion •, and hid­

ing her face with her hands, threw her- 

fc lf at his fe e t: he raifed her with a 

trepidation almoft equal to her own, 

and endeavoured to footh her into con­

fidence and tranquillity.

Hitherto her memory had been 

wholly fufpended by violent paffions, 

which had crowded upon her in a rapid 

and uninterrupted fucceflion, and the 

firft gleam o f  recolledion threw her 

into a new agonjlfe ^nd having been 

filent a few moments, ftie fuddenly 

fmote her hands together, and burfting 

into tears, cried out, ^  A bdaliah! my 

‘  father!, my father!’ — H a m e t  nor 

only knew but felt all the meaning ot 

the exclamation, and immediately ran 

% ain into the garden : he had ad-

V oL. I. F  vanced
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vanced but a few paces, before he dif- 

cerned an old man fitting upon the 

ground, and looking upward in filent 

aHguifli, as if  he had exhaufted the 

power o f complaint. H a m e t , upon 

a nearer approach, perceived by the 

light o f  the flame that it was Abdal- 

la h ; and inftantly calling him by his 

name, told him, that his daughter was 

fafe. A t  the name o f  his daughter, 

Abdallah fuddenly ftarted up, as i f  he 

had been roufed by the voice o f an an­

gel from the fle e p % f death: H a m e t  
-again repeated,' that his daughter was 

in fafety ; and Abdallah looking wift- 

fully at him, -k«ew him to be the 

king. H e was then ftruck with an 

awe that reftrained him from enquiry : 

but H a m et  direfting him where l\e 

m ight find her, went forward, that he

m ight

66 A L M O R A N  a Md H A M E T .



m ight not Jefien the pleafure o f their 

interview, nor reftrain the firft tran- 

fports o f  duty and afFeftion by his 

prcfence. H e  foon met with other 

fugitives from the fire, which had 

opened a communication between the 

gardens and the ftreet; and among 

them feme women belonging to A l ­
m e i d a ,  whom he conduced himfeif 

to their miftrefs. H e immediately a l­

lotted to her And to her father, an 

apartment in htŝ  4ivifion o f the pa- 

la c c ; and the fire being now nearly 

extinguilhed, he retired to reft.
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C H A P .  VI.

T h o u g h  the night was far ad­

vanced, yet the eyes o f  H a m e t  

were ftrangers to fleep : his fancy in- 

ceflantly repeated the events that had 

ju ft happened i the im jge o f  A l m e i d a  

was ever before h im ; and his breaft 

throbbed with a difquietude, which, 

though it preventecf reft, he did not 

wifh tQ lofe.

A l m o r a n , in the mean time, was 

numbering away the effefls o f  his in­

temperance ; and in the morning, when 

he was ^ Id  what had happened, he 

cxprelTed no paQion but curiofity; he

went



went haftily into the garden; but when 

he had gazed' upon the ruins, and en­

quired how the fire began, and what it 

had confumed, he thoughtof itno more.

But H am et  fufFered nothing that 

regarded himfelf, to exclude -others 

from his attention: he went again to 

the ruins, not to gratify his curiofity, 

but to fee what might yet be done to 

alleviate the mifery o f  the fufferers, 

and fecure for their ufe what had been 

prcferved froin the flames. H e found 

that no life had been loft, but that 

many perfons had been hurt to thefe 

he fent the phyficians o f  his ow-n 

houfhold : and having rewarded thofe 

who had affifted them in their diftrefs, 

not forgetting even the foldiers who 

had only fulfilled his ow n. orders, he 

F  3 returned.
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returned, and applied himfelf to dif* 

patch the public. bufmefs'Mn the cham­

ber o f  council, with the fame patient 

and diligent attention as i f  nothing had 

happened. H e had, indeed, ordered 

enquiry to be made after A l m e i d a  ; 

and when, he returned to his apart­

ment, he found Abdallah waiting to 

exprefs his gratitude for the obligations 

he had received.

H am et  accepted his acknowledge­

ments with a peculiar pleafure, for 

they had fome connexion witii A l ­

m eid a  ; after whom he again en­

quired, with an ardour uncommon 

even to the benevolence o f  H a m e t . 
W hen all his queftions had been alked 

and anfw€red, he appeared ftill unwil­

ling to difmifs Abdallah, though he

feemed
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feemed at a lofs how to detain him ; 

he wanted to Know, whether his daugh­

ter had yet received an offer o f  mar­

riage, though he was unwilling to 

dlfcover his defire by a diredl enquiry; 

but he loon found, that nothing could 

be known, which was not directly 

afked, from a man whom reverence 

and humility kept filent before him, 

except when fomething was faid which 

amounted to a command to fpeak. A t  

length, however, he faid, not without 

fome hefitation, ‘  Is there no one,

 ̂ Abdailah, who will thank me for

* the prefervation o f  thy daughter,

* with a zeal equal to thy own ?’ 

Y e s ,’ replied Abdailahj ‘ that daugh-

‘ ter whom thou haft preferved.’ T his 

reply, though it was unexpe&ed,' wais 

pleafing : for H a Me t  was' not only 

F  4 gratified
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gratified to hear, that A lm eid a  had 

exprefled herfelf warmljK in his behalf, 

at leaft as a benefaclor j but he ju d g ­

ed, that i f  any man had been interefted 

in her life as a lover, the anfwer which 

Abdallah had given him would not fo 

readily have occurred to his mind.

A s  this reflcftion kept H am bt a 

few moments filent, Abdallah witli- 

drcw ; and H a m et , as he obferved 

fome marks o f  hafte and confufion in 

his countenance, was oinwilling longer 

to continue him in a fituation, which 

he had now reafon to think gave him 

pain. But Abdallah, who had con­

ceived a fudden thought that H a m et ’s 
queftion was an indirect reproach o f  

A l m eid a , for not having herfelf foli-/ 

citcd admiffion to his prefence; weht

in
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in hafte to her apartment, and order­

ed her immediately to make ready to 

attend him  to the king,

A l m e i d a ,  upon whofe mind the 

Imao-e o f  H a m e t  had not been abfentO
a moment fmce fhc firft faw him, re­

ceived this order with a mixture o f  

pain and pleafure •, o f  wiflies, hopes, 

and apprehenfions, that filled her bo- 

fom with emotion, and covered her 

face with blufhes. She had not courage 

to alk the reafon o f  the command, 

'which {he inftantly prepared to obey ; 

but the tendernefs o f  Abdallah, who 

perceived and pitied her diftrefs, antici­

pated her wifh. Inafhort time, there­

fore, he returned to the chamber o f  

prefence, and having received permif- 

ficn, he entered with A l m e i d a  in his

hand.
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hand. H a m e t  rofe i« hafte to receiTC 

her, with a glow o f pkafare and impati­

ence in his countenance j and having 

raifed hef from the ground, fupported 

her, in his arms, waiting to hear her 

v o ice ; but though Ihe made mariy at­

tempts, fhe could not fpcak. H a m e t ,  

who knew not to what he owed this fud- 

dcn and unexpe£ted interview., which, 

though he wifhed, he could contrive 

no means to obtain ; imagined tlu t 

A lm e jd a  had fome requeft, and there­

fore urged her tenderly to make i t : 

but as Ihe ftill remained fiknt, he 

looked at Abdallah, as exppAing to 

hear it from him. ‘ W e have no

* wifh,’ faid Abdallah, ‘ but to atone 

‘  for our ojOfeQce j nor any requeft,

* but that my lord would aow accept 

‘  the thaniw o f  A l me jd a  for the life

‘ which
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‘  which he has preferved, and impute- 

the delay, not to ingratitude, bu t 

‘ madvertence : k t  me now take her 

‘  back, as thy g i f t ; and let the light 

‘ o f thy favour be upon us.’ ‘  T ake 

‘ her then,’ faid H am et j ‘  for I 

‘  would give her only to thee/

Thefe words o f  H a m e t  did not- 

efcape the notice either o f  Abdallah or 

A lm e id a  ; but neither o f  them men­

tioned their conjeftures to the other. 

A lm e id a , who was inclined to ju d g e  

o f H a m e t ’s fituation by her own, 

and who recoUefted many little ind^ 

dents, known only to -herfelf, whichf 

favoured her wifces ; indulged the 

hope, that fhe Ihouki again hear o f  

.^AMET, with more confidence than 

her father j nor wenc her expe£lMima

dif-
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difappointed. H a m e t  refleded with 

pleafure, that he had prepared the way 

for a more explicit declaration ; and as 

his impaticnce increafed with his paf- 

lion every hour, he fent for Abdallah 

the next morning, and told him, that 

he wifhed to be more acquainted with 

his daughter, with a view to make 

her his w ife ; ‘  A s  neither you nor 

‘  your daughter are my fubjeils,’ fays 

H a m e t , ‘  I cannot command you ; 

‘ and i f  you were, upon this occafion 

‘  I would not. I do not want a flave, 

but a friend; not merely a woman,

* but a wife. I f  I find A l m eid a

* fuch as my fancy has feigned h e r ;

* i f  her mind correlponds with her

* form i and if  I have reafon to think, 

‘ that flie can give her heart to H a_̂

* MET, and not merely her hand to the

k in g ;
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‘  k in g ; I fhall be happy.’ T o  this de­

claration, Abdallah replied with expref- 

fjons o f  the profoundeft iubmifllon and 

gratitude and H am et difmiffed hinij 

to prepare A lm eid a  to receive him 

in the afternoon o f  the fame day.
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C H A P .  v i r .

As  t ig h t moons only had palTed 

fince the death o f  Solyman, and 

as the reverence o f  H a m et for the 

memory o f  his father would not fuffer 

him to marry till the year fhould be 

completed he determined not to men­

tion A lm eid a  to his brother, till the 

time when he could marry her was 

near. T h e fierce and haughty deport­

ment o f  A lm o r a n  had now left H a - 
m e t no room to doubt o f  his charac­

ter : and though he had no apprehen- 

fion that he would make any attempts 

upon A lm e id a , after ftie ihould be his 

/wife ;  yet he did not know 1k>w much 

might ju ftly  be feared from ius pafiion,

i f



i f  he fhould fee &er and become ena­

moured o f  her, while fhe was yet a vir­

gin in the houfe o f  her father.

AtMEtDA had not only unfullied|hi- 

rity o f  nnind, but principks o f  refined 

and exalted virtue •, and as the life o f  

H a MET was an example o f  all that 

was either great or good, Abdallah felt 

no anxiety upon leaving them togetlwr, 

fixcepc what arofe from his fears, that 

his daughter would not be able to  fe- 

cure the conqueft flie had made.

A s  it was impoQlble for H a m e t  to* 

have fuch an acquaintj^nce with A l­

m eida as he dcfired, till he couid enter 

into conveiiation with her upon terms 

equsdity} it was his firft care to 

iboth her k t o  coi^dcnce and fam iilk'

rity»
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rity, arid by degrees he fucceeded: he 

Ibon found, in the free intercourfe o f  

mind with mind? Vfiiich he eftablifhed 

inftead o f  the implicit fubmifllon which 

only ecchoed his own voice, how little 

o f  the pleafure that women were formed 

to give can be enjoyed, when they are 

confidered merely as flaves to a tyrant’s 

will, the paflive fubjefts o f  tranfient 

dalliance and cafual enjoyment. T he 

pleafure which he took in the youthful 

beauty o f  A lm eida , was now endeared, 

exalted, and refined, by the tender fen- 

fibility o f  her iieart, and by the re­

flexion o f  his own felicity from her 

e y e s: when he. admired the graceful- 

nefs o f  her motion, the elegance o f her 

figure, the fymmetry o f  her features, 

and the bloom o f  her complexion, he 

confidered them as the decorations only

o f
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o f a mind, capable o f mixing with his 
own in the moft: exquifite delight, o f  re­

ciprocating all his ideas, and catching 
new pleafure from his pleafure. Dqfire 

was no longer appetite j  it was imagi­
nation, it was reafon; it included re­

membrance o f the paft, and anticipa­
tion o f the fu ture; and its ob jed  was 

not the fex, but A l m eid a .

A s H a m e t  never witheld any plea­

fure that it was in his power to impart, 

he foon acquainted Abdallah, that he 

v/aited only for a proper time to place 

A l m e i d a  upon the throne ; but that 

he had fome reafons for keeping a re- 

folution, which he thought him felf 

obliged to communicate to him, con­

cealed from others.

V ol. I. G  It
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It h a p ^ n e d ,  h o w e v e r , th a t icMiic o f  

tfee w o m e n  w h o  a tte n d e d  u p o n  A l m e i ­

d a ,  m e t  w ith  fo m e fe m a le  flaves b s*  

l o n g i n g t o t h e  f tr a g lio  o f  A  l  m o  r a n ,  

a t  0 ie  p u b lic  b a th s , an d  re lated  to  th e ra  

«ii th e  p a rtic u la rs  o f  A l m e i d a ’s 

fe ry a tio n  b y  I ; th a t  h e  h a d  firft

c o n v e y e d  h e r  to  h is  o w n  a p a rtm e n ts , 

an d  h ad  fin c e  b e e n  fr e q u e n t ly  w itli  he# 

in  th a t  w h ic h  h e  h a d  a filg n e d  licr  in his 

p a la c-e : th e y  w ere  a lfo  la v if li  in  th e  

p ra ife  o f  h e r  b e a u ty , a n d  fre e  in  th e ir  

eo n jed u r-es w h a j m ig h t  b e  th e  iflu e  o f  

h e r  in te rco u rfe  w ith  H a m k t .

T hus the fituation o f  H a m e t  and 

A l m e i d a  became the fubjeft o f con- 

verfation in the feragiioof A lm o r a n , 

who learnt it himfelf in a fliort 

frpm one' o f  his vyomen.
H e
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H e had hitherto profclTed great affec­

tion foj-H a m e t ,  and H a m e t  was de­

ceived by Iiis profeflion^: for notwirh- 

ilanding the irregularities o f  his Ijife, 

he did not think, him capable o f  con-- 

cealed malice •, or o f  offering injury ta 

another, except when he was urged by 

impetuous paffioiis to immediate plea- 

fore. A s there was, therefore, anap^ 

pearance o f  mutual affedion between 

them, A L  MO R A N, though the report 

o f  A l m e i d a ’ s beauty had fired his 

imagination and fixed him in a refoluti- 

on to fee her, did not think proper 

to attempt it without aflcing I I a m e t ’ s  

confent, and being introduced by his- 

prder; as he made no doubt o f  there 

being a connexion between them which, 

l^ould make him refcnt a contrary cojir 

d u d .
G  2 H e
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H e took an opportunity, therefore, 

when they were alone in a fummer pavi­

lion that was built on a lake behind the 

palace, to reproach him, with an air o f  

mirth, for having concealed a beauty 

near his apartments, though he pre­

tended to have no feraglio. H a m et 
inftantly difcovered his furprize and 

emotion by a blufli, which the next 

moment left his countenance paler than 

the light clouds that pafs by nightover 

the moon. A l m o r a n  took no notice 

o f  his confufion •, but that he might 

more effedlually conceal his fentiments 

and prevent fufpicion, he fuddenly ad­

verted to another fubjeft, while H a ­

m e t  was hefitating what to reply. By 

this artifice H a m e t  was deceived and 

concludcd, thatwhatever A lm oram  had 

heard o f ,A lm eit)a, had paiTed flightly

over
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over his mind, and was remembered 

but by chance •, he, therefore, quickly 

recovered that eafe and chcarfulnefs, 

which always diftinguilhed his conver- 

fation.

A lm o r a n  obferving the fuccefs o f  

his artifice, loon after, as i f  by a fud- 

den andcafual recolIecSlion, again men­

tioned the la d y; and told him, he would 

congratulate Abdallah upon having re- 

figned her to his bed. A s H a m e t  

could not bear to think o f  A l m o r a n ’ s 

mentioning A l m e i d a  *to her father as 

his millrefs, he replied, that he had no 

fuch intimacy with A l m e i d a  as he 

fupppled V and that he had fo high an 

opinion o f  her virtue, as to believe, 

that if he fliould propofe it fhe would 

not confcnt. T he imagination o f  A l -

G  3 M O R A N
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M O R AN  c a u g h t  n e w  fire  fro m  b e a iit ie i  

w h ic h  h e  fo u n d  w e re  y e t  unehjoyed^ 

an d  v ir tu e  w h ic h  fta tn p e d  th e m  w ith  

flip e r io r  v a lu e  b y  r e n d e r in g  th e m  m o re  

d iffic u lt  o f  a c c e fs ;  and  as H a m e t  had  

re n o u n c e d  a c o n n e x io n  w ith  her as a  

W iftrefSt h e w a n te d  o n ly  to  k n o w  w h e ­

th e r h e  in te n d e d  h er fo r  a  w ife .

'T h is  fecret hd ifras c o n tr i 'd n g  to  dis­

c o v e r , w h en  t t A M t t ,  h a v in g  re fle c te d , 

th a t i f  he C on cealed  th is p a rticu la r, A i . -  

jM O r a n  rtiig h t th in k  h im fe lf  at l ib e rty  

to  m a k e  w h a t a tte m jits  h e ilio u ld  th in k  

fit  u p o n  A l m e i d a , w ith o u t  b^eing a c- 

•co u n tab le  to  K im , o r  g iv in g  h im  j u f t  

c s u fe  o f  o ffe n c e , p u t  an e n d  to  h is 

d o u b ts , b y  te ll in g  h im , h e h a d  fu ch  a 

d e fig n   ̂ b u t  th a t it  w n u ld  b e  fo m e tim e  

b e fo re  he^fhould c a rry  it  in to  e x e c u tio n .

This
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T his declaration increafed A l m o r  a n ’s 

impati«hGe: ftill, however, he con- 
cealed his intereft in the conVerlaHori, 

which he liow fuffered to drop.

H e parted from his brother, without 

Any farther iTientionof A lm eid a  v bvtt 

while he was yet n^ar him, turned haf- 

tily back, andj as i f  merely to gratify 

his curiofity, told him with a fm ik, 

that he muft indulge him with a fight 

o f  his Cifcaffian 5 and defired he might 

accompany him in his next vifit, or at 

fome rriore convenient time ! wich this 

requefVi H a m e t , as he knew ftot how 

to  refufc itj complied 'j bwt it filled his 

mind with anxiety and troubles

H e went immediately to A l m e i d a , 

and told her all that had happened ;

G  4 and
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and as fhe faw that he was not with­

out apprehenfions o f  mifchief from his 

brother’s vifit,' fhe gently reproachcd 

him for doubting the fidelity o f her 

afFeftion, as flie fuppofed no power 

could be exerted by A l m o r a n  to in­

jure him,; who in power was his equal. 

H a m et , in a tranlport o f  tendernefs, 

aflured her that he doubted neither her 

conftancy nor her love: but as to in­

terrupt the comfort o f her mind, would 

only double his own diftrefs, he did 

not tell her whence his apprehenfions 

proceeded; nor indeed had they any 

determinate objed, but arofe in gene­

ral from the charafter o f  his brother, 

and the probability o f  his becoming a 

competitor, for what was effential to 

the happinefs o f his life.

But
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But iif the happinefs o f  H a m e t was 
leflened, the infelicity o f  A l m o r a n  

was increafed. A ll the enjoyments that 
were in his power he neglefted, his at­

tention being wholly fixed upon that 
which was beyond his reach; he was 
impatient to fee the beauty, who had 
taken intire poflcflion o f  his m indj 

and the probabifty .that he would be 

obliged to refign her to H a m e t , tor­
mented him with jealoufy, envy, and 
indignation,

H a m e t, however, cfid not long de­
lay to fulfil hb promifc to his brother i  

but having prepared A lm eid a  to re­
ceive him, he conduced him to her 

apartment. T h e idea which A lm o r a n  
had formed in his imagination, was ex­
ceeded by the reality, and his paffion

was
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ifras prdportipnably ihcreafcd 5 yet he 

ftkihd means nt5t only to conceal it 

from H / m e t , but from A t.m iid a , by 

a feftin g  an air o f  levity and merriment, 

Difhich is not lefs ihcompatible with thfe 

pkafiii'es than the pains o f  love. A f ­

ter they had been regaled with coffec 

and fliefbet, they parted •, and H am et 
Congratulated himfelf, that his apjj>i«S- 

henfions o f  finding in A l M o r a n  a ri­

val fbr A lm eid a ’s love, were now at 

an end.

But A lm o r a n , whofe paffions were 

^ co ln e  more violent by reftraint, was 

In a ftate o f  mmd little better than dil- 

itraftion : onfe moment he determined 

Is  feiz^ up&il the peifoti of A lm eid a  
in the night, and ftcrete, her in fbms 

place acceffible only 10 him felf; and 

5 the
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the next to aiTaflinate his br6thef, that 

he might at oncfe deftroy a rival both 

in etnpire and in love. But th«fe de- 

figns were no fooner formed by hli 

w ifh e s , than they were rejefted by his 

feans; he was not ignorant, that in any 

conteft between him and H a m e t , the 

v o ic e  o f th e  public would be againft 

him ; elpecially in a conteft, in which 

it w o u ld  appear, that H a m e t  had fuf- 

fered wrong.

M any other projefts, equally ralh, 

violent, and injurious, were by turns 

conceived and rejected; and he came at 

lafl to no other determination, than ftill 

carefully to conceal his paffion, till 

he fhould think o f fome expedient to 

gratify it 5 left H a m e t  Ihould have a

ju ft
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ju ft reafon for refufing to let him fee 

the lady again, and remove her to fomc 

place which he m ight never be able to 

difcovcr.
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IN  the mean time, O m a r , to whom 

H am et had from time to tim edif- 

clofed the minuteft particulars o f  his 

fituation and defign, kept his eye al- 

moft continually upon A lm  ORAN ; and 

obferved him with an attention and 

fagacity, which it was difficult either 

to elude or deceive. H e perceived, 

that he was more than ufual reftkfs 

and turbulent i that in the prefence o f 

H am et he frequently changed coun­

tenance i that his behaviour was artifi­

cial and inconfiftent, frequently ftiifting 

irom  gloomy difcontent and furious 

agitation, to forced laughter and noify

msniment..



merriment. H e had alfo remarked, 
that he feemed moft difcompofed after 
he had been with H a m e t  to A l m e i ­

d a , which happened generally once 
in a w eek; that he was become fond 
o f fQlitude, and was abfent feveral days 
together from the apartment o f his 
women.

O m ar , who from tliis condudl o f 
A l m p Ran had begun tQ fufpeft his 
principles, determined to introduce 
fuch topics o f difcourfe, as might lead 
him to difcovei- the Hate o f his m ipd; 
and enable hifn to enforce anid confirm 
the principles .he had taught him, by 
new proofs and illuftrations.

A l m o r a n , who, fmce the death 
o f his father, had nothing to appre­

hend
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hend from the difcovery o f  fentiments 

■which before he had been care& l to 

conceal ; now urged Bis obj«iSlions 

againft religion, when O mar, gwvf him 

opportunity, without referve. * Y o a  

‘ teil me,’ fays he, ‘ o f beings that 

‘  are immortal, becaufe they are im- 

‘ mj^terial beings which do not con- 

‘ fift o f  parts, and which, therefore, 

‘  can admit no folution, the only na- 

‘ tural c^ufc o f  corruption and decay:

♦ but that which is not mat-erial, can 

‘ have no extenfion •, and what has no 

‘ eiftenfion, poflc0es 'no*fpace ; and o f  

‘ fueh beings, the mind itfelf, which

* you pretend to be fuch a being, has 

‘  no conception.'

» I f  the mind,’ fays O m ar , ‘  can 

‘ perceive that there is in itfelf any

Tingle
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‘  fingle property o f  fuch a being, it 

‘ has irrefragable evidence that it is 

‘ fuch a b e in g ; th<High its mode o f 

‘  exiflence, as di0.in£t from matter, 

‘  cannot now be comprehended.’ ‘ And 

‘  what property o f  fuch a being,’ faid 

A lm o r a n , ‘ does the mind of man 

‘  perceive in itfelf ?’ ‘ T hat o f  aSling, 

faid O m ar, ‘ -withoxxt motion. Y ou  have 

‘  no idea, that a material fubftance can 

‘  aft, but in proportion as it m oves:

* yet to t h i n k ,  is to f.5i  ; and with the 

‘  idea o f  thinking, the idea o f motion 

‘  is never conifedled ; on the contrary,

* we always conceive the mind to be 

‘  fixed, in  proportion to the degree o f 

‘  ardour and intcnfencfs -with which

* the power o f thinking is exerted.

* N ow , i f  tlia t w h ic h  is, m a te ria l c ^ n o t  

‘  a<^ w ith o u t  m o t io n ; an d  i f  m an  is

‘ confcious.
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*■ confcious, that to think, is to aft 

‘  and not to move-, it follows, that 

‘  there is, in man, fome'what that is not 

matter i fomewhat that has no exten- 

fion, and that poffefles no fpace*, 

*’ fomewhat which, having no contex- 

‘ ture or parts that can be diflblved 

‘  or feparated, is exempted from all 

the natural caufcs o f  decay.’

O m a r  paufcd; and A l m o r a n  hav­

ing flood fome moments without reply, 

he feized this opportunity to imprefs 

him with an awful fenfe o f  the power 

and prefence o f  the Si^rem e and Eter­

nal Being, from whom- his own exift- 

ence “was derived: * L e t  us renlem- 

‘  ber,’ faid he, * that to every a<9 : o f  

*Hhis immaterial and immortal part, 

‘  the Father o f  fpirits, from whom it 

VdL. I. H  ‘ proceeds.
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 ̂ praceeds, is prefent: when I beh okf 

‘  the bufy multitudes that crowd the^

* metropolis o f  Perfia, in the perfuit 

‘  o f  bufincfs and projefts infinitely 

‘  complicated and various •, and con- 

‘  fider that every idea which paffes 

‘  over their minds, every coRclufion,

‘ and every purpofe, with all that they 

‘  remember o f  the paft, and ail that

* they imagine o f  the future, is at 

once known to the Alm ighty, who

‘  without labour or confuGpn weighsi 

‘  every thought o f  every mind in His. 

‘  balance, and teferves it to the day 

‘  o f  retribution 4 my follies cover me

* with confufion, and my foul is hum- 

'* bled in the dyft.’

A l m o r a n , though he appeared to 

M e n  with attention, and offered no­

thing
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tiin g  againft the reafoning o f  O m ar, 
yet fecrctly defpifed it as fophiftry*. 
which cunning only had rendered fpe- 
cious; and which he was unable to 
confute, merely becaufc i t  was fubtil, 
and not becaufe it was true,: he had 
been led, by his paffions, firft to love, 
and then to adopt different opinions ■, 
and as every man is inclined to judge 
o f others by himfelf, he doubted, whe­
ther the principles which O m ar had 
thus laboured to eftablifh, were be­
lieved even by O m ar himfelf.

Thus was the mind o f A lm o ra w  
to the inftruftions of Q m a r ,  as a rock 
flightly covered with earth; is to thte 
waters o f heaven t the craggs are le/t 
bare by the rain that walhes them ; a n i 
the fame fhowers that fertilize the field, 

H  2 can
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can only difeover the ftcrility o f  the 
r®ck.

O m ar , however, did not yet dif- 
dofe his lufpicions to  H a m et , be  ̂
€«ufe he did not yet fee that it could 
anfwer any purpofe. ‘T o  remove A l ­
m e i d a  from her apartment, would be 
to ftiew a diftruft, for which there 
would not appear to be any caufe ; 
and to refufe ALMoaA^r accefs to her 
when he dcfired it, niight precipitate 
furh meafures as he might meditate, 
and engage him 'in fome defperate at­
tempt : he, therefore, contented him- 
felf with advifmg H a m e t , to conceal 
tJie time o f his marriage till the even­
ing before he intended it fhould take 
place, without afllgning the rcafon ©a 
which his advice was founded*

T o
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T o  the council o f O m ar, HAMEf 
was implicitly obedient, as to the re  ̂
velations o f  the Prophet; but, like his 
inftruftions, it was negle£led by A l-  
MORAN, who became evtty  momtfnt 
more wretched. H e had a graceful 
perfon, and a vigorous m ind; he was 

in the bloom o f youth, and had a con- 
ftitution th it pfomifed him length 6  ̂
days; he had power which prifices 
were emulous to obey, and wealth by 
which whatever could adminifter to 
luxury might be bought-, for every 
paffion, and every appetite, it was eafy 
for him to procure a perpetual fuc- 
cefllon o f new objeft^ : yet was A l-  
MORAN, not only without enjoyment, 
but without peace; he was by turns 
pining with difconfent, and ravii*^" 
with indignation; his vices hisd ex-' 

H  3 traded
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trafted bitter from every fweet; and 
having exhaufted nature for deliglic 
in vain, he was repining at the bounds 
in which he was confined, and re­
gretting the want o f other powers as 
the caufe o f his mifery.

Thus the year o f mourning for So- 
lyman was compleated, without any 
adt o f violence on the part o f Alm o- 
RAN, or o f caution on the part o f 
H a m e t : but on the evening o f tiic 
iaft day, H a m e t, having fecretly pre­
pared every thing for performing the 
fokmnity in a private manner, ac­
quainted A lm  on. a n  by a letter, which 
O m ar undertook to deliver, that he 
ihould celebrate his marriage on the 
morrow. A lm o  r a n , who never doubt­
ed but he Ihould have notice o f this

event
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event much longer before it was to 
happen, read the letter with a pertur­
bation that it was inipoflible to con­
ceal : he was alone in his private apart­
ment, and taking his eye haftily fronl 
the paper, he crufhed it together , in 

his hand, and thrufting it into his 
bofom, turned from O m ar without 
fpeaking-, and O m ar, thinking him* 
felf difmifled, withdrew.

T he paffions which A lm  o  r  a n  could 

no longer fupprcfs, now burft out i& 

a torrent o f  exclamation : ‘ A m  I, then, 

faid he, ‘ blafted for ever with a dou- 

‘ bie curfe, divided empire and difap- 

‘ pointed love! W hat is dominion, (f 

‘  it is not poffelTed alone ? and what is

* power, which the 6rea.d o f  rival 

‘  p ow er perpetually controuls ? Is it for 

H  4  me
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* me CO Kften in fiknce to the wrang*
‘ ling o f  flaves, that I may at h ft ap-ĉ  
‘  portion to thetn what, with a. ckm of

* rous infolencc, they demand as their
* dae < as well may the fuh linger in 
‘  his courfe, and the world mourn in 
‘ darknefs for the day, that the glow+
‘ worm may ftill be feen to glimmer 
» upon the earthy and the owls and 
‘ bats that haunt the fepulchres nf the 
‘ dead enjoy a longer night. Y et this 
‘  hate I  done, becaufe this has been

done by H a m et  : and my heart
* fick^iis in vain with the defire of 

‘ beauty, bccaufe my power extends 
‘ not to A lm eid a . W ith  dominion
* 'undivided and A lm eid a , I  fhould 
‘  be A lm o r a n  i but without therri, I
* am lefs than nothing.’

Q matr,
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G m aR) who, before he ihad gaffed 
pavilion, heard a fcHind which hd 

knew tobe the voicc o f A l m o r a s ,  jrc't 
turiicd faaftily to the chamber in ■whtcli 
he left him, believing he had wi^h* 
drawn too foon,. and that the k in g ,. a* 
he knew no other was prefent, was 
fpeaking to h im : he loon drew n«ar 
enough to hear what was faid; and 
while he was ftanding torpid in fuf- 
penfe, dreading to be difcovered, and 
not knowing how to retire, A lm oran  
turned about.

A t  firft, b o t h  f l o o d  m o t i o n l e f s  w i t h  

confufion a n d  a m a z e m e n t ; b u t  Ai.-. 

M O  r a w ’s p r i d e  f o o n  f u r m o u n t e d  hi« 

o t h e r  p a f f i o n s ,  a n d  h is  d i f d a i n  o f  

. O m a r  g a v e  h i s  g u i k  theiirnwefs c i  

v i r t u e .

It
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‘  It is true,’ faid he, ‘  that thou

* htaft ftolen the fecret o f my heart ; 

‘  but do n o f think, that I fear it 

‘  fhould be known : though my poig-

* nard could take it back with thy life,

* I leave it with thee. T o  reproach,

* or curie thee, would do thee ho- 

‘  nour, and lift thee into an import-

* ance which otherwife thou canft never 

‘  reach.’ A lm o r a n  then turned from 

him with a contemptuous frown •, but 

O m ar  caught him by the robe •, and 

proftrating himfelf upon the ground, 

intreated to be heard. His importu­

nity at length prevailed; and he at­

tempted to exculpate himfelf, from the 

charge o f  having infiduoufly intruded 

upon the privacy o f  his prince; but 

A lm o r a n  fternly interrupted him ; 

‘  And what art thou,’ faid he, ‘  that I

‘  ftiould

Jto6 A L M O R A N  a n d  H A M E T .



‘  flionld care, whether thou art inno- 

‘ cent or g u ilty ? ’ ‘  I f  not for my 

‘  fake,’ faid O m a r , ‘  liften for thy 

‘  own ; and though my duty is de- 

‘ fplfed, let my affeftion be heard. 

‘  That thou art not happy, I know j 

‘  and I now know the caufe. L e t my 

‘ lord pardon the prefumption o f  his 

‘  Have : he that feeks to fatisfy all his 

‘ wifhes, muft be wretched; he only 

‘ can be happy, by whom fome are 

‘ fupprefied.’ A t  thefe words A l m o -  
RAN fnatched his robe from the hand 

of O m ar, and fpurned Tiim in a tranf- 

port of rage and indignation: ‘  Thefup - 

‘ prcffion o f defire,’ faid he, ‘ is fuch 

happinefs, as that o f the deaf who 

‘  do not remember to have heard.

* I f  it is virtue, know, that, as virtue,’ 

‘  I  defpife it ; for though it may fe-

‘ cure
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« 0Ufe the obedience o f the flave, it  
‘ can only degrade the prerdgatlve of
* a prince. I  ckft o ff all reftriint,
‘ I do th e e : begone, therefore, to 
‘  H a m e t , and fee me no more.’

O m ar obeyed without rep l7 ; and 
AfcMORAN being again alone, the con- 
fli^l in his mind was renewed with 
greater violence than beforei H e felt 
all that he had difguifed to O mar  ̂
•with the keeneft fenfibility •, and anti­
cipated the effeds o f his deteftion, 
with unutterable anguifh and regret. 
H e walked backward and forward with 
a hafty but ipterrupted pace j fome- 
times {topping fhort, and preffing his 
hand hard upon his brow •, and fome- 
times by violent geftares fhowing the 
a^tation o f his m ind: he fomettmes

“  ftood
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flood filent with his eyei fixed upoa 
the gr-ound, and his aro?s fQl4 e4 toge’  
r.her and fometimes a fiadtien agoqy 

o f thought forced luirii into ioyd and 
tumultDOus exclamations : he ciurfedi 
the ittipotence of mind that had fvjf-̂  
fered his thoughts to efcape froxjj him 
unawares, without reflefting that he 

was even then Fcpeating the fo jly ; and 
while he felt himfelf the vidtim o f vice, 
he could not fupprefs his conteii^pt o f 
virtue: ‘ I f  I myft perilh,! faid he,
* I will af leafl: peri(h unfubdued; I 

‘  will quench no wiflj that nature kin- 

‘ dies in my bofom •, jnor fhaU nxy 

‘ lips utter any- prayer, but. for new

* p o w e r s  t o  fe « d  t h e  f l a m e /

A s he uttered tihis expjrefljpo* ho 

felt the palace fliakc j he heard a.rulh-'

ing



ihg, like a blaft in the defart; and a 
being o f more than human appearance 
flood before him. A lm o r a n ,  though 
he was terrified, was not humbled; and 
he flood expefting the event, whether 
evil or good, rather with obduracy than 
courage.

‘  Thou feeft,’ fays the Appearancc,

‘ a Genius, whom the daring purpofe' 

‘ o f  thy mind has convoked.from the 

‘ , middle region, where he was ap- 

‘  pointed to wait the fign al; and who 

‘ is now permitted to aft in concert with 

‘  thy will. Is not this the language 

‘  o f thy heart? —  “  Whatever plea- 

“  fure I can fnatch from the hand o f  

“  time, as he paffes by me, I will fe- 

“  cure for m yfelf: my paffioiis (hall be 

“  ftrong, that my enjoyments may be

“  great;
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“  great •, for what is the .portion allot- 

“  ted tom an, but the joyful madnefs 

“  that prolongs the hours o f  fcftivity, 

“  the fierce delight that is extorted 

“  from injury by revenge, arid the fweet 

“  fucceiiion o f varied pleafures whicH 

the wifh that is ever changing prfl̂ i' 

“  pares for love ?”

‘ W hatever thou art,’ faid A lmo- 
RAN, ‘ whofe voice has thus difclofed 

‘ the fecret o f  my foul, accept my ho- 

‘  mage ; for I will worfhip thee: and 

‘ be thou henceforth rfy  wifdom and 

‘  my ftrength.’

‘ Arife,’ faid the Genius, ‘  for there- 

fore am I fent. T o  thy own powers, 

‘  mine fhal! be fuperadded : and if, as

* weak only, thou haft been wretched;

‘ hericeforth
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! hsnceforth thou lhalc be happy. 

‘  T ake no thought for to-morrow; to- 

‘  morrow, m y power lhall be employed 

‘  in thy behalf. Be not affrighted at 

‘  any prodigy ; but put thy confidence

* in me.’ W hile he was yet fpeaking 

and the eyes o f A i,moiian  were fixed 

upon him, a cloud gathered round 

h im ; and the next moment diffolving 

a^ain into air, he difappeared.

A L M Q R A N  a n d  H A M E T .
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A L M O R A N  AND H A M E T .  i t j

C H A P .  IX.

AL M O R A N ,  when he recovered 
from his aftonilhment, and had 

reflefted upon the prodigy, determined 
to wait the iflue, and refer all his 
hopes to the interpofition o f the Ge­
nius, without attempting any thing to 
retard the marriage-, at which he re- 
folved to be prefent, that he might im­
prove any fupernatural event which 
might be produced in his favour.

H a m et , in the mean time, was an­
ticipating the morrow with a mixture 

o f anxiety and pieafure j and though 
he had no reafon to think any thing 

V o l. I. I could



could prevent his marriage, yet he 

wifhed it was over, with,an impatiencc 

that was confiderably increafed by fear.

Though the anticipation o f the great 

event that was now fo near, kept him 

waking the greateft part o f the night, 

yet he rofe early in the morning •, and 

while he waited till A lm eida  fhould be 

ready to fee him, he was told that Omar 
was without, and defired admittance. 

W hen he came in, H a m e t , who al- 

\vays watched his countenance as a 

n w in er the ftars o f  heaven, perceived 

that it was obfcured with perplexity 

and grief. ‘ T ell me,’ faid H am et,
• whence ts the forrow that I difcover

* in thy face ?’ ‘ I am forrowful,’ faid 

O m ar, ‘ not for myfelf, but for thee.’ 

A t  thefe word§ H a m et  flept back­

ward.
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ward, and fixed his eyes upon O m ar , 
without power to fpeak. * Confider, 
faid O mar, ‘ that thou art not a man 
‘ only, but a prince: confider alfo, that 
‘ immortality is before thee; and that 
‘ thy felicity, during the endlefs ages 
‘ o f immortality, depends upon thy-
* fe lf ; fear not, therefore, what thou 
'  canft fufferfrom others; the evil and 
‘ the good o f life are tranfient as the 
‘ morning dew, and over thefe only 
‘ the hand o f  others can prevail.*

H a m e t , whofe attachment to life 
was ftrong, and whole expeftations o f 
immediate enjoyment ^ere high, did 
not feel the force o f what O mar had 
faid, though he affented to its truth.

T ell me,’ faid he, ‘ at once, what 

‘  thou feareft for me ; deliver me from 

I 2 ‘  the
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* the torments of fufpenfe, and truft 
‘ my own fortitude to fave me from 
‘  defpair.’ ‘ Know then,’ faid O mar ,
* that thou art hated by A l m o r a n , 
‘ and that he loves A lm eid a .’ A t 
this declaration, the aftonilhment o f 
H Am et was equal to his concern ; and 
he was in doubt whether to believe 
or difbelieve what he heard : but the 
moment he .recolleded the wil'dom and 
integrity o f O mar, his doubts were 
at an en d ; and having recovered from 
his furprize, he was about to make 
fuch enquiries^ as might gratify the 
anxious and tumultuous curiofity which 
was excited in,his breaft, when O mar, 
lifting up his hand, and beginning again 
to fpeak, H am et remained filent.

‘ Thou
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‘ Thou knovreft,’  faidOMAR, ‘  that

* when my cheeks were yet ruddy with 

‘ youih, and my limbs were braced by

* vigour, that mine eye was guided to 

‘  knowledge by the lamp that is kind- 

‘ led at midnight j and much o f  what 

‘ is hidden in the innermoft recefles o f

* nature, was difcovered to m e : my 

‘  prayer afcended in fecret to H im ,

‘ with whom there is wifdom from 

‘  evcrlafting to everlafting, and H e il- 

‘  luminatedmy darknefs with H is light.

‘  I know, by fuch fenfations as the 

‘ world either feels not at all, or feels 

‘  unnoticed without knowledge o f 

‘  their ufe, when the powers that are- 

‘  invifible are permitted to mingle in

* the walks o f men ; and well I know, 

that fome being, who is more than

‘  mortal, has joined with Ar.MO r a n  

I 3  ̂ againft
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* agamft thee, fince the veil o f  night

* was lail fpread upon the earth.’

H a m e t, whofe blood was chilled 

■kith horror, and whofe nerves were no 

longer obedient to his will, after feveral 

inefFeduai attempts to fpeak, looked 

up at O m a r ; and ftriking his hand 

upon his breaft, cried out, in an ear- 

neft, but faukering voice, * W hat 

‘  fhall I do ?’ ‘  Thou muft do,'’ faid 

O m ar, ‘  that which is r i g h t . L et

* not thy foot be drawn by any al-

* larement, or driven by any terror, 

‘  from the path o f  virtue. W hile 

‘  thou art there, thou art in fafety:

* and though the world ftiould unite

* againft thee, by the united world

* thou canft not be hurt/

‘  But
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‘  But what friendly power,’ faid 

H a m e t , ‘ fhall guard even the path' 

‘  o f  virtue from grief and pain ; from

* the filcnt ftiaft o f  difappointed love,

* or the founding fcourge o f outr^ e-

* ous jealoufy ? Thefe, furely, have

* overtaken the foot o f  perfcverance 1 

‘  and by thefe, though I Ihould per- 

‘  fevere, may my feet be overtaken.* 

‘  W hat thou fayeft,’ replied O m a r ,

* is t r u e a n d  it is true alfo, tliat the

‘  tempeft which roots up the foreft,

‘  is driven over tlxe mountain with un- ft
‘  abated rage : but from the moun-

* tain, what can it take more than 

‘ the vegetable duft, which the hand 

‘ o (  nature has fcattered upon the mofs 

‘ that covers it ? A s the duft is to the

< mountain, fo is all that the ftorms 

‘  o f  life can take from virtue, to the

I 4 ‘ fum
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‘  fum o f  good which the Omnipotent 

‘  has appointed for its reward.’ H a - 
m e t ,  whofe eye now exprcffed a kind 

o f  doubtful confidence, a hope tliat 

was reprefled by fear, remained ftill 

filcnt; and O m a r ,  perceiving the ftate 

o f  his mind, proceeded to fortify it by 

new precepts: ‘ I f  heaven,’ faid he, 

‘ (hould vanifli like a vapour, and this 

‘  firm orb o f  earth fhould crumble

* into duft, the virtuous mind would 

‘  ftand unmoved amidft the ruins o f

* nature : for H e, who has appointed 

‘ the heavens and the earth to fail,

‘  has faid to virtue, “  Fear n o t ; for 

“  thou canft neither perifh, nor be 

“  wretched.”  Call up thy ftrength,

‘ therefore, to the fight in which thou 

‘  art fure of conqueft: do thou only

‘ that
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* that which is r i g h t ,  and leave the 

‘  event to Heaven.*

A L M O R A N  and  H A M E T .  i 2»

H a m e t ,  in this conference with 

O m a r ,  having gradually recovered his 

fortitude; and the time being now 

near, when he was to conduft A l>  

ME I DA to the court o f  the palacc, 

where the marriage ceremony was to 

be performed; they parted with mu­

tual bencdiftions, each recommending 

the other to the protedtion o f  the 

M oft H igh.

A t  th e  a p p o in te d  h o u r , th e  p rin ce s  

o f  th e  c o u rt  b e in g  a ffe m b le d , th e  

m u ft i  an d  th e im an s b e in g  re a d y , an d  

A l m o r a n  fea ted  u p o n  h is th r o n e ;  

• H a m e t  an d  A l m e i d a  ca m e  fo rw a rd , 

an d  w ere  p la ce d  o n e  on  th e r ig h t  h an d ,

and



and the other on the left. T h e mufti 

was then advancing, to hear and to re­

cord the mutual promife which was to 

unite them i A lm o r a n  was execrating 

die appearance o f  the Genius, as a de- 

lufive dream, in all the tumults o f  an- 

guifii and defpair ; and H a m et began 

to hope, that the fufpicions o f O m ar 

had been ill founded ■, when a. fl.roke o f 

thunder fhook th« palace to if? foun­

dations, and a cloud rofe from the 

ground, like a thick fmoke, between 

H a m e t and A im e id a .

A lm o ra n , who was infpired with 
new confidence and hope, by that which 
had ftruck the reft o f the affembly 

with terror, ftarted from his feat with 
an ardent and furiouji look •, and at the 
feme moment, a voice, that iflued from

2 the
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the cloud, pronounced with a loud but 

hollow tone,

‘ Fatehas decreed,toALM O R A N,A tM E i£)A .’

A t thefe words, A lm o r a n  ruflied 
fom ard, and placing himlelf by the 
fide o f A l m e i d a , the cloud difap^ 
peared ; and he cried out, ‘ L e t me 
‘ now proclaim to the world the fecret,
‘  which to this moment I have hidden 

‘  in my bofom: Hove. A l m e i d a . T h e 

‘  being who alone knew my love, has 

‘  now by miracle approved it. L et his 

‘  decree be accompliflied.’ H e then 

commanded that the ceremony fhould 

proceed 9 and feizing the hand o f  the 

lady, began to repeat that part o f  it 

which was to have been repeated by 

H a m e t . But A l m e i d a  inftantly drew 

her hand from him in an agopy o f  diC-

tre(s i
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t r e f s ; and H a m b t ,  who till then had 

flood motionlefs with atnazemeni and 

horror, ftarted from his trance, and 

ipringing forward ruflied between them. 

A lm o ran  turned .fiercely upon him; but 

H a m e t ,  who having been warned by 

O m ar, knew the prodigy to be efFeded 

by fome evil being whom it was virtue 

to refift, laid his hand upon his fcymi- 

tar, and, with a frown o f indignation 

and defiance, commanded him to fland 

off: ‘  I now know thee,’ faid he, ‘  as 

‘  a m an; and, therefore, as a brother

* I know thee not.’

A l m o r a n  reBeding, that the foun­

dation o f  this reproach was unknown 

to all who werd' prefent, and that to 

them he would therefore appear to be 

injured ; looked round with an affedled

fmile
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fmile o f  wonder and companion, as ap­

pealing to them from a charge that was 

thus fiercely and injurioully brought 

againft him, and impviting it to the 

violence o f  fudden pafflons by which 

truth and reafon were overborne. T h e 

eye o f H a m et  at once dete<9 ;ed the 

artifice, which he difdained to expofc; 

he, therefore, commanded the guard 

that attended to carry off A lm eida  to 

her apartment. The guard was prepar­

ing to obey, when A lm o r a n , who 

thought he had now fych an opportu- 

nity to get her into his own power as 

would never return, ordered them to 

fee her fafely lodged in his own. 

feraglio.

T h e  men, who thus received oppo- 

fuc commands from peribn* to whom

they
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th e y  o w e d  e q u a l o b e d ie n ce , fto o d  ft ill  

in  fu fp en fe , n o t k n o w in g  w h ic h  to  

p r e fe r  : A l m o r a n  th en  rep ro a ch ed  

th e m  w ith  w a n t o f  o b e d ie n c e , n o t to  

h im , b u t  to  God, a p p e a lin g  to  th e  p ro ­

d ig y  fo r  th e  ju ftif ic a tio n  o f  h is c la im . 

H a m e t ,  o n  th e  c o n tra ry , rep e a ted  his 

o rd e r , w ith  a lo o k  an d  em p h a fis  fcarce  

lefs c o m m a n d in g  th an  th e  th u n d e r  and  

th e  v o ic e . But th e  p riefts  in te rp o fin g  in  

fa v o u r  o f  A l m o r a n , u p o n  p re fu m p - 

tio n  th a t  his r ig h t  h a d  b een  d e c id e d  

■by a  fu p e rio r  p o w e r  ; th e  g u a r d  ru fh - 

ed b e tw e e n  H a m e t  and  A l m e i d a , 

a n d  w ith  lo o k s  th a t  e x p re fle d  th e  u t-  

jn o ft  relu d lan ce ' and  r e g r e t , a tte m p te d  

to  fep arate  th e ir  h a n d s, w h ic h  w ere  

c la fp e d  in  e a c h  o th er. She w a s  a f­

fr ig h te d  a t th e  v io le n c e , b u t  y e t  m o re  

at th e  apprehenfiO D  o f  w h a t w a s  to

f o l l o w ;
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follow 5 fhe, therefore, ttarned her eyes 

upon H a m e t ,  conjuring him not to 

leave her, in a tone o f  tendcrnefs and dif- 

rrefs which it is impoflible to defcribe: 

he replied with a vehemence that was 

worthy o f  his paffion, ‘  I will not leave 

‘ thee/ and immediately drew his fa- 

bre. A t  the fame moment they forced 

her from him ; and a party having in- 

terpofed to cover thofe that were car­

rying her ofF, H a m e t  lifted up his 

weapon to force his paflage through 

them ; but was prevented by O m a r ,  

who, havingprclTed through the crowd, 

prefented himfelf before him. ‘ Stop 

me not,’ faid H a m e t ,  ‘ it i i  for 

‘ A l m e i d a .’  ‘ I f  thou wouldft favc 

A l m e i d a , ’ faid O m a r , ‘ and thyfelf»

* 'do that only which is r i g h t . W hat 

 ̂ have thefe done who oppofe, thee,

more
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* more than they ought ? and what 
‘ end can their deftruftion anfwer, but 
‘ to ftain thy hands with unavailing 
‘ murder ? Thou canft only take the
* life o f a few faithful flaves, who will 

‘ not lift up their hands againft thee : 
‘ thou canft not refcue A lm eida  from 
‘ thy brother ; but thou canft prefervc 

‘ thyfelf from guilt.’

Thefe words o f O m ar  fufpended 
the rage o f H a m e t , like a charm ; 
and returning his fcymitar inro its 
ftieath, ‘ L e t me then,’ faid he, ‘ fuf- 
‘ fcr, and be guiltlefs. I t  is true, that 
‘ againft thefe ranks my fingle arm 
‘ muft be ineffeftual ; but i f  my
* wrongs can roufe a nation to reprefs 
‘ the tyranny, that will Qiortlf^ extend
* over it the injuries that now reach

‘  only
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«
only to me, jufticc {hall be done to 

H a m e t . ’  Then turning to A l m o - 

RAN, ‘  Henceforth,’ faidhe, ‘ theking- 

‘ dom fhall be mine or thine. T o  go- 

‘  vern in concert with thee, is to aflb-

* ciate with the powers o f hell. T h e  

‘  beings that are fuperior to evil, are 

‘  th e  friends o f  P I a m e t  ; and i f  thefe 

‘ are thy enemies, what lh a ll be thy

* defence?’ A l m o r a n  replied only 

by a contemptuous fm ile; and the af- 

ff mbly being difmiflTed he retired to his 

apartm ent: and H a m e t  and O a ia r  

went out to the people, who had ga­

thered in an incredible multitude about 

the palace.
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C H A P .  X.

A Rum aur o f what had happened 
within had reached them, which 

feme believed, and fome doubted ; but 
when they faw O m a r  and H a m i t  re­
turn together, and obferved that their 
looks were full of refentment and trou­
ble, they became filent with attention 
in a mom ent; which O m a r  obferving, 
addrefled them with an eloquence of 
which they had often acknowledged 
the force, and o f wliich they never re­
pented the effedl.

H e  told them the tender connexion 
Ijetween H am et and A lm eid a , and

difclofed



tfifcjofed thefubtil hypocrify o f A t M o -  

RAN : he expatiated upon the folly o f 

fuppofing, that the power that was fu- 

preme in goodnefs and truth, fliould 

command a violation o f  vows that had* 

been mutually interchanged, and often 

repeated-, and devote to A l m o r a n  

the beauties, which could only be vo­

luntarily furrendered to H am et. They' 

heard him with a vacant countenance' 

o f furprize and wonder ; and while he 

waited for their reply, they agreed 

among themfelves, that no man couid 

avoid the dcftiny that was written upon 

his head; and that i f  A l m e t d a  had 

thus been taken from arr.i

eiven to A l m o r a n ,  it was an event 

that by an unchangeable decrce wa? 

appointed to happen i and that, there­

fore, it was their duty to acquiefcc.

K  z O m a r
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O mar then beckoned with his "hand 

for audience a It'cond time •, and told 

them, that A l m o r a n  had not only 

praftifed tiie arts o f  forcery to deprive 

H amet o f A lm eid a , but that he me­

ditated a defign tp ufiirp the foie do­

minion,' and deprive him of the fhare 

o f the government to which he had a 

right by- the will o f  Solyman his fa­

ther. T his alfo they heard with the 

fame fentiments o f  wonder and ac- 

quiefcence : I f  it is decreed, faid they, 

that A lm o ra n  Ihall be king alone, 

\vho can prevent it ? and i f  it« |̂ not, 

who, can bring it to pafs? ‘ But know 

‘  ye not,’ faid O m ar , ‘ that < ^ n  the 

end is appointed, the means are ap- 

‘  pointed alfo. I f  it is decreed that 

‘  one o f  you fliall this night die by

* poifon.
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‘  poifon, is it not decreed alfo that he

* fhall drink it ?’

T h e  crowd now gazed upon each 

other, without reply, for feme minutes : 

and at laft they only faid, that no ef­

fort o f theirs could change the univer- 

fal appointment o f  all things ; that i f  

A lm o r a n  was to be king alone, he 

would be fo notwithftanding all oppofi- 

tion •, and that i f  he was not to be 

king alone, no attempt o f his own, 

however f«pported, could make him 

fo. ‘  I will not,’ faW O m a r , ‘ con- 

‘ tradi^ your opinion ; I will only tell 

‘  you w?iat I have heard, and leave

* you to fuffer the calamities which 

‘  threaten you, with a fortitude and 

‘  refignation that are fuitable to your

* principles; having no coAfolation to

K  3 ‘ offer
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‘  offer you, but that H a m e t , whofe 

‘  deftiny it was not to make you

* happy, will fu fer with you the evils, 

‘  that neither he nor you could pre- 

‘  v e n t: the mournful comfort o f  this 

‘  feUowfhip, he will not be denied ■, for 

‘ he loves you too well, to wilh even 

‘  to be happy alone.’ T h e crowd fixed 

their eyes upon H a m e t , for whom 

their affeAion was now ftrongly moved, 

with looks o f much greater intelligence 

and fenlibility; a confufed murmur, like 

the fall o f  the pebbles upon the beach 

when the furge retires from the fhore, 

exprefled their gratitude to H a m et , 
and their apprehenfions for themfelves.

O m a r  waited till they were again 

filcnt, and then improved the advan­

tage he had gained. ‘  A lm o r a n ,*

fa id
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faid he, ‘ confiders you as the flaves o f  

‘  his power; H a m et as the objeds o f  

‘ his benevolence : your lives and your 

‘ properties, in the opinion o f  A lm o - 

‘ RAN, are below his notice ; b u tH A - 

‘  MET confiders his own intereft as 

‘  connefted with yours. W hen A tm o -

* RAN, therefore, fliall be unchecked 

‘ by the influence o f H am et  •, he will

* leave you to the mercy o f fome dele- 

‘ gated tyrant, whofe whole power will 

‘  be exerted to opprefe you, that he 

‘  may enrich himfelf.’

A  new fire was now kindled .in their 

eyes, and their cheeks glowed with 

indignation at the wrongs that threat­

ened them i they were no longer dif-* 

poi'ed to a d  upon the principles o f  fa- 

u lity , as they had perverfely under- 

K  4  ftood
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ftcx)d them •, and they argued at once 
like reafenablc and free beings, whofe 
aftions were in their choice, and who 
had no doubt but that their aftions 
would produce adequate efFefts. They 
recollefted that O m ar had, in the 
reign o f Solyman, often refcued them 
from fuch oppredion, as noŵ  threat­
ened 'th em ; and that the power o f 
H a m e t had fince interpofed in their 
behalf, when A lm o ran  would have 
ftretched his prerogative to their hurt, 
or have left them a prey to the farmer 
o f a tax. ‘ Sh^l H a m e t,’ faid they, 
‘ be deprived o f the power, that he 
‘ employs only for our benefit *  and 
‘ ftiallitcenterin  A l m o r a n , who will
* abufe it to  our ruin ? Shall we ra- 
‘ ther fupport A l m  o r  a n  in the wrong
* 1m: has done to H a m e t ,  than H a -

‘  met:
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* MET to obtain juftice o f  A l'm o ran  ? 
‘  H a  MET is our king.; let him com- 

‘ mand us, and we will obey.’ This 

was uttered with a fhoiit that ecchoed 

from the mountains beyond the city, 
and continued near a full hour. I«i 

the mean time, the multitude was ini- 
crcafing every moment; and the troops 
that lay in and near the city having 
taken arms, fell in with the ftream : 
they were iccretly attached to H a :  
MET, under whole eye they had been 
formed, and o f whofe bounty they had 
often partaken; and their fear being 
removed by the general cry, which left 
them no room to apprehend an oppo- 
fuion in favour o f A lm o r a n , they 

were now at full liberty to follow their 
inclinations.
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In th»mean time, A lm oran , who 

had retired to the innermoft court o f  

the palace, had heard the tumult, and 

was alarmed for his fa fety : he ran 

from room to room, confufed and ter­

rified, without attempting or diredling 

any thing either for his defence or 

cfcape; yet he fent every moment to 

know the flate o f  the infurre.flion, and 

to what end its force would be di- 

reded.

A m ong thofe whom accident rather 

than choice had attached to the interefr 

o f A l m o r a n , were Ofmyn and Caled : 

they were both.diftinguilhed by his fa­

vour ; and each had conceived hopes 

that, i f  he fliould pofTefs the throne 

alone, he would delegate his authority 

to him. A l m o r a n  now ordered them

to
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to take the commaind o f the* troops, 
that were appointed to attend his per- 
fon as their peculiar duty, with as many 
otliers as had not declared for H a m e t ,  
and to fecure all the avenues that led to 

his feraglio.

O m ar and H a  m et  were now oti 

horfeback, and had begun to form the 

troops tiiat had joined them, and as 

many others as were armed, which 

were before mingled together in a con- 

fufed multitude. A n  account o f  this 

was brought to A lm o r 'a n  by O fm ynj 

and threw him into a perturbation and 

perplexity, that difgraced his cjiarac- 

ter, and confounded his attendants. 

H e urged Ofmyn, in whom he moft 

confided, to difpatch, without giving 

hLn any orders to cxecute then turn- 

z ing
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ing from him, iie uttered, in a lovf 

and inarticulate voice, the moft paf- 

fionate exclan^.ations o f  diflrefs and 

terror, being ftruck with the thought 

that his guard might betray him : when 

he recollected himfelf, and perceived 

that Ofmyn was ftill prefenr, he burft 

into a rage, andfnatchingout his poig- 

nard, he fwore by the foul of the Pro­

phet, that if  he did not inftijntly at­

tempt fomething, he would ft.ib him 

to the heart. Ofmyn drew back trem­

bling and confufed; but having yet 

received no orders, he would have 

fpoken, but A l m o r a n  drove him 

from his prefence with menaces and 

execrations.

T he moment that Qfiiiyn left him, 

his rage fiibfided in his fears, and his

fears
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fears were mingled with remorfe ; 

‘ W hich way foever I turn,’ faid he, 

‘  I fee myfelf furrounded by deftrvic- 

‘  tion. I have incenfed Ofmyn by un- 

‘ reafonablc difpleafurc, and caufelelis 

‘ menaces. H e muft regard me at 

‘  once with abhorrence and contem pt: 

‘  and it is impofiible, but he fliould

* revolt to H a m  EX.’

In this agony, the terrors o f futu­

rity rufhed upon his mind with all 

their force ■, and he ftarted as if  at the 

bite of a fcorpion ; ‘ T d  me,’ faid he, 

‘  death, that now approaches, will be 

‘ but the beginning o f  fprrc^v. I fhall 

 ̂ be cut off at once from enjoyment,

‘ and from hope •, and the dreadful 

‘  moment is now at hand.’ W hile he 

fvas Ipeakin", d ê pakcc again fliaok,

an d
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and he ftood again in the prefencc o f 

the Genius.

142 A L M O R A N  a n d H A M E T .

‘  A l m o r a n ,’ laid the inhabitant o f 

the unapparent world, ‘ the evil which 

‘  thou teareft, fhall not be upon thee. 

‘  M ake hafte, and (hew thyfeif from 

‘ die gallery to the people, and the 

‘  tumult o f  facSion lhall be ftil! before 

‘  th ee: tell them, that thjfir rebelliori' 

‘  is not againft thee only, but ag^jnft 

‘  H im  by whom thou reigneft: ap- 

‘  peal boldly to that power for a con- 

‘ firmation o f  thy words, and rely for

* the atteftrng fign upon me.’ A lm o ­

r a n ,  who had ftooped with his face 

to the ground, now looked upward,'' 

and found himfclf alone: he hafted, 

therefore, to fallow the diredi<Mis he

had
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had received ; and hope was again 

kindled in his bofom.

Ofm yn, in the mean time, made a 

proper difjjofition o f the troops now 

under his command; and had direded 

a feleft company to remain near the 

perlbn o f the king, that they might at 

leaft make good his retreat. W hile he 

was waiting at his poft, and revolving 

in his mind the total difappointment 

o f  his hopes, and confidering what he 

fhould do i f  H am et IhouW eftabliih 

himfelf alone, he was joined by Caled,

Caled had a fecret enmity againfl: 

Ofm yn, as his rival in the favour o f  

A lm o r a n ;  but as he had conceited 

his own pretenfions from Ofinyn, O f­

myn had no ill will againft C akd. A s

th^y



they were now likely to be involved in 

one common calamity, by the ruin o f  

the prince whole parly they had ef- 

poufed; Caled’s enmity fubfided, and 

the indifFerence of Ofmyn was warmed 

into kindnefs: mutual diftrefs pro­

duced mutual confidence •, and Caled, 

after condoling with Ofmyn on their 

prefent hopelefs fxtuation, propofed 

that they flaould draw off their forces, 

and revolt to H am et . This propofi- 

tion Ofmyn rejefted, not only from 

principle, but from intereft : ‘ Now 

‘  we have accepted o f  a truft,’ faid he, 

‘  we ought not to betray it. I f  we

* had gone over to H am et , when he 
‘ firft declared againft his brother, life
* would have received us with joy,

* and probably have rewarded our fer- 
'  v ice ; but I know, that his virtus

will
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‘ will abhor us for treachery, though 

‘ pradifed in his favour ; treachery, 

‘ under the dominion o f  H a m et , will 

‘ not only cover us with difhonour, 

‘ but will probably devote us to 

‘ death.’

In tliis reafoning, Caled could not 

but acquiefce he felt himfelf fecretly 

but forcibly reproved, by the fuperior 

virtue o f  Ofmyn : and while lie regret­

ted his having made a propofal, which 

had been rejedled not only as impru­

dent but infamous; he concluded, that 

Ofmyn would ever after fufped and 

•dtfpife h im ; and he,' therefore, from 

a neW caufe, conceived new enmity 

againft him. T hey parted, however, 

without any appearance o f fufpicion 

V ol. I. L  or
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or difguft ; and, in a Ihorc time, they 

were in circumft^nces very different 

from their expeftations.
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C H A P ,  XI.

A
L M  O R  A  N  had now reached 

the gallery •, and when the mul- 
titul(». faw him, they fliouted as in tri-- 
umph, * and demanded that he fliould 
furrender. H a m e t , who alfo perceived 
him at a diftance, and was unwilling 
that any violence fhould be offered to 
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his perfon, prefled forward, and when 
he was come ntdk, commanded filence. 
A t this moment A lm o r a n , with a 
loud voice, reproached them with im­
piety and folly ; and appealing to the 

,power, whom in his perlbn they had 
offended, the air fuddenly grew dark, 
a flood of lightning defcended from 
the fky, and a peal o f thunder was ar­
ticulated into thefe words •

D ivided  fw ay, the G o d  w ho reigns alone 

A b h ors ; and gives to A l m o r a n  the throne.

T h e multitude flood aghaft at the 
prodigy •, and hiding their faces with- 
their hands, every one departed m fi­

lence and confufion, and H a m e t  and 
O m a r  were left alone, O m a r  was 
taken by fome o f the foldiers who had

adhered
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adhered to A lm o ra n , but H amet 
made his efcape.

A l m o r a n , whofe wifhes were thu? 
far accomplifhed by the intervention o f 
a power fuperior to his own, exulted 
in the anticipation o f that happinefs 
which he now fuppoftd to be fecured; 
and was fortified in his opinion, that 
he had been wretched only becaufe he 
had been weak, and that to multiply 
and not to fupprefs his wilhes was the 
way to acquire felicity.^

A s he was returning from the gallery, 

he • âs met by Ofmyn and Caled, wha 

had hd̂ ard the fupernatural declaration 

in his behalf, and learned its efFefts. 

A lmoran, in that hafty flow o f un­

bounded but capricious favour, which, 

B 2 ia
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in contrafted minds, is the eEFeft only 

o f  unexped'ted good fortune, raifed 

Ofmyn from his feet to his bofom ; 

‘  A s  in the trial,’ faid he, ‘ thou haft 

‘  been faithful, I now inveft thee with 

‘ a fuperior truft. T he toils o f ftate 

‘  fliall from this moment devolve

* upon th ee; and from this moment, 

‘  the delights o f  empire unalkyed fhall 

‘  be m ine: I will recline at eafe, re- 

‘  mote from every eye but thofe that 

‘  refleft my own felicity ; the felicity 

‘  that I fhall tafte in fecret, furround- 

‘  ed by the fmiles o f beauty, and the 

‘  gaities o f youth. L ike heaven, I 

‘  will reign unieen; and like heaven,

‘ though urifeen, I will be adofed.* 

Ofmyn received this delegation o f  

power with a tumultuous pleafure, that 

was expreffed only by filence and con-

fufion.
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fufion. A lm o r a n  remarked i t ;  and 
exulting in the pride o f power, he fud- 
denly changed his afped, and regard­
ing Ofmyn, who was yet blufliing, and 
■whofe eyes were fwimming in tears o f 
gratitude, with a ftern and ardent coun­
tenance ; ‘ IvCt me, however,’ faid he,
‘ warn thee to be watchful in thy truft:
‘ beware, that no rude commotion vio- 
‘ late my peace by thy fau lt; left my 
‘ anger fweep thee in a moment to ds~
‘  flruflion.’ H e then direfled his eye 

to Caled ; ‘ And thovi too,’ faid he,

‘ haft been faithful; be thou next in 

‘ honour and in power to Ofmyn.

‘ Guard both o f  you my paradifc from 

‘  dread''and care; fulfill the duty that 

‘  I have affigned you, and live.’

B 2 H e
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H e was then informed by a meffen- 

ger, that H a m et  had efcaped, and 

that O mar was taken. A s he tiow 
defpiied the power both o f  H a m et  and 

O m ar , he exprefled neither concern 

nor anger that H a m et  had fled ; but 

he ordered O mar to be brought be­

fore him.

W hen O mar appeared bound and 

difarmed, he regarded him with a fmile 

o f  infult and derifion i and afked him, 

what he had now to hope. ‘ I have, 

‘  indeed/ faid O m a r , ‘ much lefs to 

‘ hope, than thou haft to fear.’ ‘ T h y  

‘ infolence,’ faid A lm oran , ‘  is equal

* to thy fo lly : what power on garth is 

‘  there, that I Ihould fear?’ •• T h y  

‘ own,’ faid O m a r . ‘ I have not Jei-

* fure now,’ replied A lm o ra n , ‘  to

‘ hear
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hear the paradoxes o f  thy philolbphy 

explained : but to Hiew thee, that I 

fear not thy power, thou fiialt live. 

I will leave thee to hopelefe regret; 

to wiles that have been fcorned 

and defeated; to the unheeded pe­

tulance o f dotage; to the fondnefs 

that is repayed with neglecfi:; to reft- 

lefs wiflies, to credulous hopes, and 

to derided command : to the flow and 

complicated torture o f defpifed old 

age; and that, when thou flialt long 

have abhorred thy being, fliall deftroy 

it.’ ‘ Them ifery,’ fai’d O m a r , ‘ which 

thou haft menaced, it is not in thy 

power to inflift. A s thou haft taken 

from me all that I poffeffed by the 

bounty o f thy father, it is true

■ that I am poor; it is true alfo, that 

my knees are now feeble, and 

B 4 ‘ bend
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‘  bend with the weight o f years that i9  
‘  upon pie. I am, as thou art, a m an; 

‘ and therefore I have erred: but I 

‘  have ftill kept the narrow path in 

‘ view with a faithful vigilance, and tc? 

‘  that I have foon returned : the pall, 

‘  therefore, I do not regret; and thefu- 

‘  ture I have no caufe to fear. In Him 

‘  who is moft merciful, I hav? h op e; 

‘  and in that hope even now I rejoire 

‘  before thee. M y portion in the pre-

* fent hour, is adverfity ; but I receive

* it, not only with humility, but thank-

* fulnefs; for I know, that whatever 
‘  is ordained is beft.’

A lm oran , in whofe heart ^there 
were no traces o f O m a r ’s virtue, and 
therefore no foundation for his confi­
dence j fuftained himfelf againft their

force.
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force, by treating them as hypocrify 

and afFeftation: ‘ 1 know,’ fays he, 

‘  that thou haft long learned to eccho

* the fpecious and pompous founds, by

<  which hypocrites conceal their wretch- 

‘ ednefs, and excite the admiration o f 

‘ folly and the contempt o f w ifdom :

‘  yet thy walk in this place, fliall be 

‘ ftill unreftrained. Here the fplendor of 

*■ my felicity fliall fill thy heart with 

‘ envy, and cover thy face with con- 

‘ fufion; and from thee Ihall the world 

‘ be in tru d ed , that the enemies o f  

‘  A lm o  r a n  can move ho paffion in his 

‘  breaft but contempt, and that moft 

‘ to punifli them is to permit them to 

‘ live.’

O m a r , whofe eye had tiH now been 

fixed upon thev^round. regarded A l -

M O R A N

A L M O R A N  a n d H A M E T .  9



MORAN with a calm but fteady counte­

nance : ‘ Here then,’ faid he, ‘ will I

* follow  thee, conftant as thy {hadow ;

‘  tho’ , as thy fhadow, unnoticed or ne- 

‘  gleded ; here lhall mine eye watch 

‘  ihofe evils, that were appointed from 

‘  everlafting to attend upon g u ilt: and 

‘  here iliall my voice warn thee o f

* their approach. From thy breaft may

* they be averted by righteoufnefs! for 

‘  without this, though all the worlds 

‘  that roll above thee Ihould, to aid 

‘  thee, unite all their power, that 

‘  power can aid thee only to be 

‘  wretched.’

A lm oran , in all the pride of gra­
tified ambition, inverted with domi­
nion that had no limits, and allied 
witli powers that were niore than mor-

3 cal j
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tal •, was overawed by this addrefs, and 

his countenance grew pale. But the 

next moment, d iv in in g  to be thus 

controuled by the voice o f a flave, his 

cheeks were fuffufed with the bluflies 

of indignation : he turned from O m ar , 
in fcorn, anger, and confufion, without 

reply; and O mar departed with the 

calm dignity o f a benevolent and fupe- 

rior being, to whom the fmiles and 

frowns of terreftrial tyranny were alike 

indifferent, and in whom abhorrencc 

o f the turpitude o f vice was mingled 

with compaffion for its folly.
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IN  the mean time, A lm eid a , who 

had been conveyed to an apart­

ment in A l m o r a n ’s feraglio, and de­

livered to the care o f thofe who attend­

ed upon his women, fuffered all that 

grief and terror could infli6l upon a ge­

nerous, a tender, and a delicate m ind; 

yet in this complicated diftrefs, her at­

tention was principally fixed upon 

H am et . T he difappointment o f his 

hope, and the violation o f his right, 

were the chief objedls o f  her regret 

and her fears, in all that had already 

happened, and in all that ftill to 

com e; every infult tha^^iight be of­

fered

4



fered to herfelf, flie conCdered as an 

injury to him. Y e t the thoughts o f  

all that he might fufFer in her perfon, 

gave way to her apprehenfions o f  what 

might befall him in his own : in his fi- 

tuation, every calamity that her imagi­

nation could conceive, was poffible; 

her thoughts were, therefore, bewil­

dered amidft an endlefs variety o f 

dreadful images, which ftarted up be­

fore them which way foever they were 

turned ; and it was impolTible that Ihe 

could gain any certain intelligence of 

his fate, as the fplendid*prifon in which 

ftie was now confined, was furrounded 

by mutes and eunuchs, o f  whom no­

thing could be learned, or in whofe re­

port no c\>nfidence coMld be placed,

W hile
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W hile her mind was in this Hate o f  

agitation and diftrefs, fhe perceived 

the door open, and the next mo­

ment A lm 0 R AN entered the apartment. 

"When flie faw him, fhe turned from 

him with a look o f unutterable an- 

guifh ; and hiding her face in her veil, 

ftie burft into tears. T h e tyrant was 

moved with her diftrefs; for unfeel­

ing obduracy is the vice only o f  the 

old, whofe fenfibility has been worn 

away by the habitual perpetration o f 

reiterated wrongs.

»4 A L M O R A N  and  H A M E T .

H e approached her with looks o f 

kindncfs, and his voice was involun­

tarily modulated to pity ; Ihe was, 

however, too much ablbrbed in her 

own forrows, to reply. H e gazed 

upon her with tenderiuii and admira­

tion;



tion •, and taking her hand into his 

own, he preffed it ardently to his bo- 

fom : his compaflion foon kindled into 

defire, and from foothing her diftrefs, 

he began to folicit her love. This in- 

ftantly roufed her attention, and rc- 

fentment now fufpended her g rie f: flic 

turned from him with a firm and 

haughty ftep, and inftead o f anfwer- 

ing his profeflions, reproached him with 

her wrongs. A lm o r a n , that he might 

at once addrefs her virtue and her paf- 

fions, obferved, that though he had lov­

ed her from the firft moment he had feen 

her, yet he bad concealed his paffion 

even from her, till it had received the 

fanftion o f an invifible and fuperior pow­

er ; that\he came, therefore, the mef- 

fenger o f  ̂ eaven ; and that he offered 

her unriv^ed empire and everlafting

low .
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love. T o  this fhe anfwered only by 

an impatient and fond enquiry after 

H am et . ‘  Think not o f  H a m e t , ’ faid 

A l m o r a n ; ‘  for why Ihould he who 

‘ is reje£led o f  Heaven, be ftill the fa- 

‘  vouriteof A l m e id a ?’ ‘  I f  thy hand,* 

feid A lm eid a , ‘  could quench in 

‘  everlafting darknefs, that vital fpark 

‘ o f  intelleftual fire, which ihe word 

‘  o f the Alm ighty has kindled in my 

‘ breaft to burn for ever, then might 

‘  A lm eid a  ceafe to think o f H aaiet ;
‘  but while that (hall live, whatever 

‘ form it {hall ihhabit, or in whatever 

world it (hall refide, his image lhall 

‘  be for ever prefent, and to him lhall 

‘  my love be for ever true.’ This 

glowing declaration o f her lovdfor H a­
m et , was immediately facceided by a 

tender anxiety.for his fafety; and a fud-

den
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den refleftion upon the probability o f 

his death, and the danger o f  his fitua- 

tion i f  alive,' threw her again into 

tears.

A lm o ra n , whom the ardour and 

impetuofity o f her paffions kept fome- 

times filent, and fometimes threw into 

•confufion, again attempted to footh and 

comfort h e r: fhe often urged him to 

tell her what was become o f his bro­

ther, and he as often evaded eh'C quel- 

tion. A s fhe was about to renew her 

enquiry, and reflected that it had al­

ready been often made, and had not 

yet been anfwered, fhe thought that A l -  

MORAN had already put him to death : 

this tBfcw her into a new a'gony, o f  

which he did not immediately d ifco v cr  

the caufe-, but as he fooft learned it from
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her reproaches and exclamations, he 

perceived that he could not hope to 
be heard, while {he was in doubt about 
the fafety of H a m e t . In order, there- 
tore, to footh her mind, and pre­
vent its being longer poflelTed with an 
image that excluded every other •, he 
affumed a look o f concern and aftoni/h- 
iO( nt at the imputation of a crime, 
which was at once fo horrid and fo un- 
ncttfUry. Auer a fo'emn deprec ation 
of iiich enormous guilt, he oblcrvtd, 
t.iiat as.it was now impoffible for H a ­

m e t  to fucceed as his rival, titlicr in 
t-mpire or in love, without the breach 
-of a command, which he knew his vir­
tue would implicitly obey; he had no 
motive eithtr to defire bis d^ath, or 
to reftrain his liberty : ‘ H ’s walk,’ 
fays he, ‘ is fiill uncircumfcribed is

‘ Perfia j
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‘  P crfia ; and except this chamber, 

‘ there is no part o f  the palace to 

‘  which he is not admitted.’

T o  this declaration A l m e i d a  lift- 

ened, as to the mufic o f paradilej’ and 

it fufpended for a-while every pafllon, 

but her lo ve: the fudden eafe o f her 

mind ipade her regardlefs o f  all about 

her, and ftie had in this interval fufFered 

A l m o r a n  to remove her veil, without 

refleding upon what he was doing. 

T he moment Ihe rt;col!eflcd herfelf, 

Ihe made a gentle effort to recover it, 

with fome confufion, but without an­

ger. T he pleafure that was exprefled 

in her eyes, the blufli that glowed up­

on her cheek, and the conteft about 

the veil, which to an amorous imagina­

tion had an air o f  dalliartce, conci’rred 
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to heighten the pafTion of A l mo r a n  
almoft to phrenfy : fhe perceived her 
danger in his looks, and her fpirits in- 
ftantly took the alarm. H e feized her 
hand, and gazing ardently upon her, 
he conjured her, with a tone and em - 
phafis that ftrongly expreffed the tu- 
inultuous vehemence o f his wifhes, 
that fhe would renounce the rites which 
had been forbidden above, and that 
fhe would receive him to whom by mi­
racle fhe had been alloted.

A l m e i d a , whom the manner and 
voice c f  A l m o r a n  had terrified into 
filence, anfwcred him at firfl: only with 
a look that exprefled averfion ^ d  dif- 
dain, over-awed by fear. ‘ W ilt thou 
‘ not,’ faid A l m o r a n , ‘ fulfill the 
‘ decrees o f Heaven 1 conjure thee,

‘ by

20 A L M O R A N  a n d  H A M 'E T .



‘  by Heaven, to anl'wer.’  From this 

folemn reference to Heaven, A l m e i ­

d a  derived new fortitude: flie in- 

ftantly recollccled, that flie flood in 

the prefence o f H im , by whofe per- 

mifFion only every other pov/er, whe­

ther vifible or invifible, can difpenfc 

evil or good : ‘ U rge no more,’ faid 

fhe, ‘ as the decree o f Heaven, that 

‘ which is inconfiftent with Divine per-

■ fcclion. Can H e, in whofe hand 

‘ my heart is, command me to wed 

‘ the man whom he has not enabled me 

‘  to love ? Can the Pure, the Juft, the 

‘ Mcrcifu), have ordained that I fhoiild 

‘  Iviffer embraces which I loath, and 

‘ violate vov/s v/hich H is laws per- 

‘ mitted me to make ? Can H e 

‘•Jiave ordained a perfidious, a love- 

 ̂ lefs, and a joylefs proftitution ? 'What 
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‘  i f  a thoufa^d prodigies fhould con-

* cur to enforce it a thoufand times, 

‘  the deed itfelf would be a ftronger 

‘  proof that thofe prodigies were the 

‘  works o f  darknefs, than thofe prodi- 

‘ gies that the deed was commanded 

‘ by the Father o f light.’

A l m o r a n , whofe hopes were now 

blafted to the root, who perceived that 

the virtue o f  A l m e i d a  could neither 

be deceived nor overborne; that (he 

at once contemned his power, and ab­

horred his love •, gave way to all the 

furies o f his mind, which now num­

bered no more: his countenance ex­

prefled at once anger, indignation, and 

defpair; his gefture became furious, 

and his voice was loll in menaces and 

execrations. A l m e i d a  beheld him

with
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w ith  an ca rn e ft y e t  fte a d y  c o u n te n a n ce , 

rill h e  v o w e d  to  re v e n g e  th e  in d ig n ity  

he h ad  lu ffe re d , u p o n  H a m e t . A t  

th e  n am e o f  H a m e t , h e r  fo rtitu d e  for- 

fo o k  h e r ; th e  p r id e  o f  v ir tu e  g a v e  w ay  

to  th e foftn efs o f  lo v e  ; h er c h e e k s  b e- 

ra m e  p a le , h e r  lip s tre m b le d , and ta k ­

in g  h o ld  o f  th e  ro b e  o f  A ljM o r .^n , 

fne th rew  h e r fe lf  a t his fee t. H is  fu ry  

was a t firft fu lp e n d ed  b y  h o p e  and  ex- 

p e f t a t io n ; b u t  w h e n  fro m  h er w o rd s, 

w h ic h  g r i e f  an d  terro r h ad  rendered  

fcarce  a rtic u la te , h e , c o u ld  learn  o n iy  

th a t flie  w as p le a d in g  fo r  H a m e t ,  b e  

b u rft  fro m  h er in  an e x ta fy  o f  rag e  

and  fo r c in g  his ro b e  fro m  her hanv^, 

w ith  a v io le n c e  th a t d ra g g e d  her aftc-r 

it , he ru flie d  o u t o f  th e  c h a m b e r, and 

le ft  h er p ro ftra te  u p o n  th e  g ro u n d .

C 4 As

A L M O R A N  a n d H A M E T .  23



A s he paffed through the gallery 

with a hafty and difordered pace, he 

was feen by O m a r  ; who knowing 

that he was returned from an interview 

with A l m e i d a , and conjedturing fron;i 

his appearance what had happened, 

judged that he ought not to negled: 

this opportunity to warn him once more 

o f  the deklfive phantoms, which, under 

the appearance o f pleafure, were lead­

ing him to deftruftion : he, therefore, 

i'oUowed him unperceived, till he had 

reached the apartment in which he had 

been ufed to retire alone, and heard 

:!gain the loud and tumultuous excla­

mations, which , were wrung from his 

ht'art by the anguifli of difappoint- 

ment: ‘ W hat have I gained,’ faid he,

* by abfolute dominion! The flavc 

‘  who, fecluded from the gales o f  life

‘ and
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‘  and from the light o f  heaven, toils 

‘ without hope in the darknefs o f tlie 

‘ mine, riots in the delights o f para-

* dife compared with me. By the ca- 

‘  -price o f  one woman, I am robbed 

‘ not only o f enjoyment but o f peace, 

‘ and condemned for ever to the tor- 

‘ ment o f  unfatisfied defire.’

O m a r , w h o  w as im p a tie n t to  a p ­

p r iz e  h im  tlia t h e w as n o t a lo n e , and  

to  p r e v e n t his d ird o fin g  fen tim en ts 

v/hich h e w ifh ed  to co fice a l, n o w  th re w  

h im fr lf  u p o n  th e  g r o u n d  at h is fe e t.

‘  Prefumptuous flave! ’ faid A lm o - 

R A N ,  ‘ from whence, and wherefore 

‘ art thou come ?’ ‘ I am come,’ faid 

O m a r , ‘ to tell thee that not the ca- 

‘ price o f a woman, but the wifhes o f  

‘  A lm o k a N j have made A lm ok/in

‘ \i'retched.*
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‘  wretched.’ The king, ftung with the 

reproach, drew back, and with a fu­

rious look laid his hand \ipon his poig- 

nard •, but was immediately reftrained 

from drawing it, by his pride. ‘  I am 

‘ come,’ faid O m a r , ‘  to repeat that 

‘  truth, upon which, great as thou art,

• thy fate is fufpended. T h y  pow^r 

‘  extends not to the mind o f another •,

* exert it, therefore, upon thy own : 

‘  fupprefs the wifhes, which thou canft 

‘ not fulfill; and fecure the happinefs 

‘ that is within thy reach.’

A l m o r a n , who could bear no lon­

ger to hear the precepts which he dii- 

dained to praftife, fternly commanded 

O m a r  to depart; ‘ Be gone,’ faid he, 

‘ left 1 crufh thee like a noifome rep- 

‘ tile, whiqh men cannot but abhor,

‘ though
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‘  though it is too contemptible to be 

‘  feared.’ ‘ I go,’ faid O m a r , ‘  that 

‘ my warning voice may yet again re- 

‘  call thee to the path o f wifdom and 

‘ .o f peace, i f  yet again I fluli behold 

‘ thee while it is to be found.’
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C H A P .  XIII.

AL M O R A N  w as n o w  k f t  a lon e v 

and  th r o w in g  h im fe lf  u p o n  a 

fo fa , lie  fa t fe m e  tim e m o tio n ld s  and 

file n t, as i f  a ll his fa cu ltie s  h ad  b een  

fu fp en d e d  in the ftu p efa 6 tio n  o f  defp air. 

H e  r e v o lv e d  in his m in d  th e w ifh es 

th a t  h ad  b een  g ra tified , and th e h ap p i- 

nefs o f  w h ic h  he had b een  d ifap p o in t- 

e d : ‘ I  d e fire d ,’ faid  h e, ‘  th e  p o m p  

‘  and  p o w e r  o f  u n d iv id e d  d o m in io n  ;

* and  H a m e t  w'as d riv en  fro m  th e  

‘  th ro n e w h ic h  h e fliared  w ith  m e, b y  

 ̂ a  v o ic e  fr o m  h ea v en  ; I  d efired  to  

*■ b re a k  o f f  h is m a rriag e  with- A l m e i - 

‘  DA-, and it  w as b ro k e n  o f f  b y  a p ro-

‘  ti'gy.



'  digy, when no human power could 

‘ have accomplilhed my defirc. It was 

‘ my wifh alfo to have the perfon o f 

‘ A l m e i d a  in my power, and this wifh 

‘ alfo has been gratified-, y e t i  am ftill 

‘ wretched. But I am wretched, only 

' becaufe the means have not been ade- 

‘ quate to the end : what I have hi- 

‘ therto obtained, I have not defired 

‘ for itfe lf; and of that, for which I 

‘ defired it, 1 am not poflefTed : I am,

‘ therefore, ftill wretched, becaufe I 

‘ am weak. W ith  the foul o f  A l m  o- 

‘ RAN, I fliould have the form o f H a - 

‘ M ET : then my wifhes would indeed 

‘  be filled •, then would A l m e i d a  blefs 

‘ me with confenting beauty, and the 

‘ fplendor o f my pov/er fhould diftin- 

‘ guifh only the intervals.of my love; 

my enjoyments would dien be certain

and
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‘  and permanent, neither blafted by

* difappointment, nor withered by fa- 

‘  tiety.’ W hen he had uttered thefc 

refledions with the utmoft vehemence 

and agitation, his face was again cb- 

fcured by gloom and defpair j his pof- 

ture was again fixed; and he was fall­

ing back into his former ftate o f  filent 

abftraftion, when he was fuddenly 

roufed by the appearance o f  the G e­

nius, the fmcerity o f whofe friend- 

£hip he began to diftruft.

‘ A i m  ORAN,’ faid the Genius, ‘  i f  

‘  thou art not yet happy, know that 

‘  my powers are not yet exhaufted;

* fear me not, but let thine ear be at-

* tentive to my voice.’ T he Genius 

then ftretched out his hand towards 

him, in which there was ao emerald o f
great
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great luftre, cut into a figwre that had 

four and twenty fides, on each o f which 

was engraven a different letter. ‘  Thou 

‘ feeft,’ faid he, ‘ this talifman : on 

‘ each fide o f  it is engraven one o f  

‘ thole myfterious charafters, o f which 

‘ are formed all the words o f  all the 

‘ languages that arc fpoken by angels," 

‘ genii, and men. This lhall enable 

‘ thee to change thy figure: and what,

‘ under the form o f A l m o r a n , thou 

‘ canft not accomplifh; thou fhak flill 

‘ be able to cfFed, i f  it can be effected 

‘ by thee, in the fornl o f  any other.

' Point only to the letters that com- 

‘ pofe the name o f him.whofe appear- 

‘ ance thou wouldft affume, and it is 

‘ done. Remember only, that upon 

‘ him, whofe appearance thou ihall af- 

‘ fume, thine lhall be impreft, till thou

‘  reftorett
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‘  reftoreft his own. H ide the charm in 

‘ thy bofom, and avail thyfelf o f its 

‘  power.’ A l m o r a n  received the ta~ 

lifman in a tranfport o f  gratitude and 

joy, and the Genius immediately, dif- 

appeared.

T h e ufe o f this talifman was fo ob­

vious, that it was impoffible to overlook 

it. MORAN inftantly conceived the 

dcfign with which it was given, and 

determined inftantly to put it in exe­

cution : ‘ 1 w;ill now,’ faid he, ‘ af- 

‘  fume the figure o f H a m e t  ; and my 

‘ love, in all its ardour, fliall be return- 

‘ ed by A l m e i d a . ’  A s his fancy kind­

led at the anticipation o f his happinefs, 

he Hood mufing in a pleafing fufpenfe, 

and indulged himfelf in the contem­

plation o f the feveral gradations, by

which
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which he fhould afcend tQ the fumnlit 

o f  his wiflics.

Juft at this moment, Ofmyn, whom 

lie had commanded to attend him at this 

hoOr, approached his apartment: A l -  

MORAN was roufcdby the found o f  his 

foot, and fuppofcd it to be O m a r , who 

had again intruded upon his privacy j 

he was enraged at the interruption 

which had broketf a feries o f  imagina­

tions fo flattering and luxurious; he 

fnatched out his poignard, and lifting 

up his arm for the ftroke, l^aftily turn­

ed round to have ftabbed h im ; but 

feeing Ofmyn, he difcovered his miftake 

ja ft in time to prevent the blow.

Ofmyn, who was not conlcious o f  

any crime, nor indeed o f  any aSl that

V o l . II. D  could
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could h iv e ' given occafiori o f  ofFencej 

ftarted back terrified and amazed, 

and flood trembling in fufpenfe whe­

ther to remain or to withdraw, A lm  o- 
R A N ,  in the mean time, fheathed the 

inftrument o f death, and bid him fear 

nothing, for he fhould not be hurt. 

H e then turned abo u t; and putting 

his hand to his forehead, ftpod again 

filent in a mufing pofture; he recol- 

lefted, that i f  he aflumed the figure o f 

H a m e t, it was neceflary he ftiould 

give orders for H a m et to be admitted 

to A lm eid a , as he would otherwil* 

be excluded by the delegates o f his 

own authority j . turning, therefore, to 

Ofmyn, ‘ Remember,’ faid he, ‘ that 

‘  whenever H am et fhall return, it is

* my command, that he be admitted to 

‘ A lm eid a .’

Ofmyn,
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Ofmyn^ who was pleafed with an 

Opportunity o f  recommending himfeif 

to A lm oran , by praifing an a6t o f  ge­

nerous virtue which he fuppofcd him 

now to exert in favour o f his brother, 

received the command with a Ipok, 

that exprefled not only approbation but 

jo y : ‘  L e t the fword of deftruftion,* 

faid he, ‘  be the guard o f the tyrant;

* the ftrength o f  my lord fhall be the 

‘ bonds o f  love : thofe, who honour 

‘  thee as A lm oran , (hall rejoice in 

‘ thee as the friend o f H a m e t .’ T o  

A l m o r a n , who was confcious to no 

kindnefs for his brother, the praife o f 

Ofmyn was a reproach-: he was offeild- 

ed at the joy which he faw kindled irl 

his countenance, by a command to 

Ihew favour to H a m et  ; and was fired 

D  2 with
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■with fudden ?age at that condemnatioit 

o f  hts real condaQ;, which was implied 

by an encomium on the generofity o f 

which he affumed the appearance for a 

malevolent and perfidious purpofc: his 

brow was contrafted, his lip quivered, 

and the hik o f his d a ^ e r  was again 

grafped in his hand. Ofmyn was again 

overwhelmed with terror and confufion ; 

he hadi again offended, but knew not his 

offence. In the mean time, A tM  o r  an  

recollefting that to exprefs difpleafure 

againft Ofmyn was to betray his own 

fccret, endeavoured to fupprefs his an­

ger; but his anger was I'ucceeded by 

remorie, regret, and difappointment,. 

T h e  anguifh o f his mind broke out in 

im pcrfed m urm urs: ‘  W hat I am, 

fatd he, ‘  is, to this wretch, the objedl 

‘  not only o f  hjttred but o f  fcorn; and

‘ he
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* he commends only what I am not,

* in what to him I would feem to be.*

Thefe founds, ■which, tho’ not arti­

culate, wene yet uttered with grfcat 

emotion, were ftill miftaken by -OP- 

myn for the overflowings o f  capricious 

and cauielefs a n g er: ‘  M y  life,* fays 

he to himfelf, ‘  is even now ful^rid-

* ed in a doubtful balance. W hen- 

*• ever I approach this tyrant, I tread 

‘  the borders o f  deftruftion : like  a 

‘  hood-winked wretch, who is left to 

‘  wander near the brink o f  a precipice, 

‘  I know my danger; but which way 

‘  foever I turn, I know not wheAer I

* fhall incur or avoid it.’

In thefe reflexions, did the fove- 

reign and the Have pafs thofe moments, 
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in which theTovereign intended to ren­

der the flave fobfervient to his pleafure 

or his fecurity, and the: flave intended 

to exprefs a zeal which he really felt, 

Und 3 homage which his heart had al­

ready paid. Ofmyn was at length, 

however, difmifled with an affurance, 

that all was w ell; and A lm  o r  a n  was 

again left to refled with anguifli upon 

the pafl:, to regret the prefent, and to 

anticipate the future with lolicitiide, 

anxiety, and perturbation.

H e was, however, determined to af- 

fume the figure o f his brother, by the 

talifman whicfh had been put into his 

power by the G en ius: b u tju ft as he 

was about to form the fpell, he re- 

^U efted, that by the fame aA he would 

|n;iprcfs bis own Ukenefs upon H a m e t ,

■̂ ho
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who would confequently.be invefted 

with his power, and might ufe it to his 

deftruftion. T his held him fome time 

in fufpenfc: but refleding that H a - 

m e t  might not, perhaps, be apprized 

o f  * his advantage, till it was too late to 

improve i t ; that he was now a fugi­

tive, and probably alone, leaving Per- 

fia behind him witli all the Ipeed he 

could m ak e; and that, at the worft", 

i f  he (hould be ftill near, i f  he fliould 

know the transformation as foon as it 

Ihould be made, and Ihould inftantly 

take the moft effeftual meafures to im- 

prove it ■, yet as he could diflblve the 

charm in a moment, whenever it fliould 

be nece{&ry for his fafety, no formi­

dable danger could be incurred by the 

experiment, to which he, therefore, 

proceeded without delay.

D  4 C H A P ,
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C H A P .  X I V ,

IN. the mean time, H amet, » w h o m  

his own fafety was o f no importance 

but for the fake o f  A lm eida , refoh'ed, 

i f  p<^Bbk, to conceal himielf near the 

city. H aving, therefore, reached the 

confines of the defert, by which it was 

bovmded oa the eaft, he quitted his 

horfe, and determined to remain there 

till the multitude was difperied, and 

the darknels o f  the evening m ight con­

ceal his return, when in lefs than an 

hour he could reach the pakce.

H e fat down at the foot o f  the 

mountain Kabc:0fed, without confiiter-

ing.



ing, that in this place he was moft like­

ly to be found, as thofe who travel the 

defert fcldom fail to enter the cave that 

winds its way under the mountain, to 

drink o f  the water that iffues there 

from a clear and copious fpring.

H e reviewed the fcenes o f  the day 

that was now neaily paffed, with a 

mixture o f  aftonifliment and diftnefs, to 

which no defcription can be equal. 

T he fudden and amazing change ti^c 

a few iiours had made in his fitoation, 

appeared like a wilrf and diftrefsful 

dream, from which he almoft doubted 

whether he ftiould not wake to the 

power and the felicity that he had lofl.- 

H e fat fome time bewildered in the 

hurry and multiplicity o f  his thoughts, 

and at length burft out into paflionate'

exclamations;
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exclamations: ‘ W hat,’ fays he, ‘  and

* where am I ? A m  I, indeed, H a- 

*' MET *, that fon o f  Solyman who di- 

‘  vidcd the dominion o f Perfia with 

« his brother, and who poffelTed the

* lo.ve o f  A l m e i d a  alone ? Dreadful 

‘  viciffitude! I am now an outcaft,

* friendlefs and forlorn; without an af-

* fociate, and without a dwelling : for 

‘ me the c i^  o f adverfity overflows,

* and the laft dregs o f  forrow have 

‘  been wrung out for my portion ; the 

‘  powers not only o f the earth, but 

‘  o f  the air, have combined againft

* me ; and how can I ftand alone be- 

‘  fore them ? But is there no power 

‘  that will interpbfe in my behalf ? I f  

‘  H e, who is fupreme, is good, I (hall 

‘  not perilh. But wherefore am I thus ?

* W hy ftiould the defires o f vice be

‘ accomplilhed
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‘  accompliflied by fuperibr powers •, 

‘  and why fliould fuperior powers be 

‘ permitted to difappoint the expefta- 

‘  tions o f  virtue ? Y e t let- me not 

 ̂ rafhly queftion the ways o f  H im , in 

 ̂ whofe balance the world is w eighed:

* by H im , every evil is rendered fub- 

 ̂ fervient to good; and by H is wifdom, 

<_the happinefs o f  the whole is fecured.

‘ Y e t I am but a part only, and for a 

‘  part only I can feel. T o  me, what 

‘  is that goodnefs o f  which I 

‘  not partake ? In my cup the gall is 

‘  U'lmixed; and have I not, therefore, 

‘  a right to complain ? But what have 

‘ I faid ? L e t not the gloom that fur- 

‘  rounds me, hide from me the prof- 

‘  p ed  o f immortality. Shall not etcr- 

 ̂ nity atone for time ? Eternity, to 

f  which the duration o f ages is but

‘ as
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* as an atom to a world ! Shall I  not«

* when this momentary reparation is

* paft, again meet A lm eida  to part 

‘  BO more ? and fhall not a purer flame

* than burns upon the earthy unite us ? 

Even at this moment, her mind, which

‘ not the frauds o f Ibrcery can taist or 

‘  alienate, is mine : that pleafure which

* ' flie referved for me, cannot be taken 

‘  by force i it is rn the conftns alone

that it fubfifts ; and from the jo y  

*( lh atflie  feels, aad from that onfy ’̂

* proceeds the joy fhe can beftow.’

W ith thefe refleftions he Ibothed the 

anguifh o f his mind, till the dreadfui 

moment arrived, in which the power 

o f  the talifman toc^ place, and the fi­

gure A lm o r a n  was changed into

‘  that
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that o f  H a m e t, and the figure o f  H a - 

m et into that o f  A lm o r a n .

A t  the moment o f  transformation, 

H amet was feized with a fudden-lan­

guor, and his faculties were fufpendcd 

as by the ftroke o f death. "When. Jie 

recovered, iiis limbs ftill trembled, and 

his lips were parched with thirll t he 

jofe, therefore, and entering the ca- 

v«rn, ac the rabuth o f which he had 

been fitting, he Hooped over the well 

to drink i but glancing his eyes upon 

the water, he faw, with aftonifhment 

aad horror, that it refiefled, not hi* 

own countenance, but that o f  his bro­

ther, H e ftarted back from the pro­

digy ; and fuppbfting him felf againft 

the fide o f  the rock, he ftood fbme 

time like a ftatue, without the power

o f
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o f  recolieftion : but at length the 

thought fuddenly ruihed into his mind, 

that the fame forcery which had fuf- 

pcnded his marriage, and driven him 

frbhi the throne, was ftill pradifed 

againft him 4 and that the change o f  

his f i^ r e  to that o f A l m o r a n ,  was 

the effeft: o f  A lm  o r a n ’ s having affum- 

ed his Ukenefs, to obtain, in this dif- 

guife, whatever A l m e i d a  could be- 

&0W. This thought, like a whirlwind 

o f  the defert, totally fubverted his 

m ind; his fortitude was borne down, 

and his hopes were rooted up ; no 

principles remained to regulate his con- 

duft, but all was phrenfy, confufion, 

and defpair. H e rufhed out o f the 

cave with a furious and diftrafted 

lo o k ; and went in hafte towards the 

city, without having formed any de-

fign.
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figti, or corifidered any "confequence 

that might follow.

The fhadows o f the mountains were 

now lengthened by the declining fun; 

and the approach o f evening had invited 

O m a r  to meditate in a grove, that wa* 

adjacent to the gardens of the palace. 

From this place he was feen at Ibme 

diftance by H a m e t ,  who came up to 

him with a hafty and difordered pace; 

and O m a r  drew back with a cold and 

diftant reverence, which the power and 

thecharader of A l m o r a n  concurred to 

excite. H a m e t ,  not refiefting upon 

the caufc o f this behaviour, was crf- 

fended, ai>d reproached him with the 

want of that friendlhip he had fo often 

profeffed: the vehemence o f his ex- 

preffion and demeanor, fuited well with

the
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the appearance o f A lm oran  ; and 

O mar, as the beft proof of that friend- 

fiiip which had been impeached, took 

this opportunity to repeat his admoni­

tions in the behalf o f H am e t  : ‘ What

* ever evil,’ faid he, ‘ thou canft bring 

‘  upon H a m e t ,  will be doubled to 

‘  thyfelf: to his virtues, the Power

* that fills infinitude is a friend, and he

* can be afflifted only till they arc per-

* feft; but thy fufferings will be the

*  punilhment o f vice, and as long as

* thou art vicious they muft increafe.

H am et, who inftandy recollefted 

for whom he was miftaken, and the 

anguifh o f whofe mind was for a mo­

ment fulpended by this teftimony o f 

efteem and kindnefi, which could not 

pc^ibly be feigned, and which wa?

paid
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paid him at the rifque o f  life, wheft it 

could Aot ba kn0w/i that he feeeked 

it j ran forward to embrace the hoary 

fagc, vtho had been the gtiMe o f  his 

yotith, and cried out, in a voice that 

was broken by contertd’mg paffiorts,

‘ T h e  face is the face o f  ALwroKANi 

‘ but the heart is the heart o f  H a m e t .’

O mar was ftruck dumb with afto- 

nifhment; and H am et, who- was impa­

tient to be longer miflaken, related all 

the circumftanccs o f  his transforma­

tion, and reminded hkn o f  fome parti­

culars which could be known only to 

themfelves : ‘  Canft thou not yet be- 

‘  lieve,’ faid he, * that I  am H a m e t ?

‘  when thou hafl this day fcen liie 

‘  banrflied from my kingdom j whtfn 

‘  thou haft now met me a fw|itive

V ol. II. E  returning
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‘  returning from the defert; and when 

‘  I learnt from thee, fince the fun 

‘ iwas rifen which is not yet fct, 

‘  that more than mortal powers were 

‘  combined againft m e.’ ‘  I now 

‘  believe,’ faid O m a r ,  ‘  that thou, 

‘  indeed, art H a m e t . ’  ‘  Stay me not 

‘ then,’ faid H a m e t  j ‘ but come with 

‘  me to revenge.’ ‘ Beware,’ faid O -  

MAR,  ‘ left thou endanger the lofs o f  

‘ more than empire and A l m e i d a . ’  

‘  I f  not to revenge,’ faid H a m e t , ’  I 

‘  may at leaft be permitted to punifh.’ 

‘  T h y  mind,’ fays O m a r ,  ‘  is now in

* fuch a ftate, that to punifh the crimes 

‘ by which thou haft been wronged, 

‘  will dip thee in the guilt o f  blood.

‘  W hy elfe are we forbidden to take 

‘  vengeance for ourfelves ? and why is 

‘  it rcferved as the prerogative o f the

M oft
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* M oft H igh ? In Him,* and in Him  

‘  alone, it is goodnefs guided by wif- 

 ̂ dom : H e approves the means, ortly 

‘  as neceflary to the end H e wounds 

‘  only to heal, and deflroys only to 

‘ fa v e ; H e has complacence, not in 

‘ the evil, but in the good only

* which it is appointed to produce.

‘ Remember, tlierefore, that he, to

* whom the punifliment o f another 

‘ is fweet; though his a6l may be 

‘  ju ft wiih refpeft to others, with re- 

‘  fpeift to himfelf it is a deed o f 

‘  darknefs, and abhorred by the A l- 

‘  mighty.’ H a  m e t ,  who had flood 

abftraited in the contemplation o f  

the new injury he had fufFered, 

while O mar was perfuading him not 

to revenge it, ftarted from his poA 

ture in all the wildncfs o f  diftrac-

E  2 tion ;
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* tion-, and burfting away from O m a r , 

‘  with an ardent and furious look 

‘ "haftcd toward the palace, and was

* foon out of fight.
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C H A P .  XV.

IN  the mean time, A l m o r a n , after 

having effeded the transformatibn, 

was met, as he was going to the apart­

ment o f  A l m e i d a ,  b y  Ofmyn. Ofmyn 

had already experienced the mifery o f de­

pendent greatnefs, that kept him conti­

nually under the eye o f  a capricious ty­

rant, whofe temper was various as the 

gaies o f fummer, and whofe anger was 

fudden as the bolt o f  heaven; whole 

purpofe and pafllons were dark and im­

petuous as the midnight ftorm, and 

at whofe command death was inevita­

ble as the approach o f time. W hen

E  3 he



he faw AL^^oRAN, therefore, in the 

likenefs o f H a m e t ,  he felt a fecret 

defire to apprize him o f  his fituation, 

and offer him his friendfhip.

A lmoran, who with the form af- 

futned the manners o f  H a m e t, ad- 

drefled Ofmyn with a mild though 

mournful countenance : ‘ A t length,’ 

faid he, ‘ the will o f A lm o r a n  alone 

‘  is law ; does it permit me to hold a 

‘  private rank in this place, without

* moleftation ? It permits,’ faid Ofmyn, 

‘ yet more •, he has commanded, that 

‘ you fhould have admittance to A l -  

‘  MEi DA. ’  A lm o r a n , whofe vanity 

betrayed him to flatter his own pow­

er in the perfon o f  H a m et, replied 

with a fmile : ‘ I know, chat A lm o-
‘  RAN, who prefides like a God in fi-

lent
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* lent and diftant ftate, feveals the fe- 

‘ crets o f his will to th ee; I know 

‘ that thou art’— ‘ I am/ faid Ofmyn, 

‘  o f  all thou feeft, moft wretch- 

‘  .ed.’ A t  this declaration, A l m o r a n  

turned Ihort, and fixed his eyes upon 

Ofmyn with, a look o f furprize an4  an­

ger : ‘ Does not the favour o f  A lm o - 

? R A N , ’  faid he, ‘ whofe fmile is pow- 

‘ er, and wealth, and honour, fhine 

‘  upon thee ?’ ‘  M y lord,’ faid Of- 

m yn, ‘ I know fo well the feverity o f 

‘  thy virtue, that if, I fliould, even for 

‘  thy fake, become perfidious to thy

* b r o t h e r ’ -------- A l m o r a n ,  w h o  w a s

unable to preferve the charafler o f  

H a MET with propriety, interrupted 

him with a fierce and haughty ton e: 

‘ H o w !’ faid he, ‘ perfidious to

E  4 my
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‘  my brothei;! to A um oran  per&di-

* o u s!

Ofmyn, who had now gone toQ far 

to recede, and who ftill faw before 

him the figure o f H am et, proceeded 

in his pi:rpofe: ‘ I knew,’ laid hg, 

‘ that in rhy judgment I fhoyld be 

‘  condemned; and yet, the preferva- 

‘ tion o f life is the ftrongeft principle 

‘  of nature, and thp love of virtue is

* her proudeft boaft.’ ‘ Explain thy- 

‘  felf,’ faid A l m o r a n , ‘  for 1 cannot

* comprehend th'ee.’ ‘ I mean,’ faid 

Ofinyn, ‘ that he, whofe life depends 

‘  upon the caprice of a tyrant, is like 

‘  the wretch whofe fentence is already 

‘  pronounced; and who, i f  the wind 

‘  does but rufh by his dungeon, ima- 

‘  gines that it is the bow-ftring and the

♦ mute.
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* route.’ * Fear not,’  «faid A lmo- 

r a n ,  who now afFcdcd to b e  again 

c^Im i  ‘  b e  ftill faitliful, and thiHi 

‘ fhalt ftUl be fafe.’ ‘  A la s !’ faid Of- 

myn, * there is no diligence, no toil, 

‘ no faith, that can fecure the £bve

* from the fudden phrenfy o f  paffion, 

‘  from the caufelefs rage cither o f 

‘  drunkennefs or lufk. I ^  that flave; 

‘ the flave o f  a tyrant whom I hate.’ 

T h e conftifion o f  A lm o r a n  was now 

too great to be concealed, and he ftood 

filent with rage, fear, and indignation. 

Ofmyn, fuppofing that his wonder fuf- 

pended his belief o f  what he had 

heard, confirmed his declaration by aa 
oath.

W hoever thou art, to whofe mind 

At-MORAN, the mighty and the proud, 

4 is
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is prefent; before whom, the lord o f 

abfolute dominion ftands trembling and 

rebuked; who feeft the pofleflbr o f 

power by which nature is controuled, 

pale and filent with anguifli and difap- 

pointment: if, in the fury o f thy wrath, 

thou hall aggravated weaknefs into 

guilt •, if  thou haft chilled the glow o f 

affeftion, when it flufhed the cheek in 

thy prefence, with the frown o f difplea- 

fure, or repreffed the ardour o f  friend- 

fhip with indifference or negledl; now, 

let thy heart finite thee : for, in thy 

folly, thou haft caft away that gem, 

which is the light o f life •, which power 

can never fcize, and which gold can 

never b u y !

T h e tyrant fell at once from his 

pride, like a ftar from Heaven i and
Ofmyn,
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Ofmyn, ftill addrefllng ham as H a - 

m e t ,  at once increafed his mifery and 

his fears : ‘ O ,’ faid he, ‘  that, the 

‘  throne o f  Perfia was th in e! then 

‘  fhould innocence enjoy her birth-right 

‘  of peace, and hope fhould bid honeft 

‘ induftry look upward. There is not 

‘  one to whom A l m o r a n  has delegat- 

‘  fd  power, nor one on whom his 

‘  tranfient favour has beftowed any 

‘ gift, who does not already feel his 

‘  heart throb with the pangs o f  boding 

‘  terror. N or is there one who, i f  he 

‘ did not fear the difpleafure o f  the in- 

‘  vifible power by whom the throne 

‘  has been given to thy brother, would

* not immediately revolt to thee.’

A l m o r a n , who had hitherto re­

mained filcnt, now burft into a paffio-

* nate
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nstte exclamation o f  felf p ity : ‘  Wftat 

< can I do ?’ faid h e ; ‘ and whither 

 ̂ can I turn ?’ Oftnyn, who miftook 

the caufe o f  his diftrefs, and fuppofed 

that he deplored only his want o f  

power to avail himfelf o f  the general 

difjpofition in his favour, endeavour­

ed to fortify his mind againft 

defpair : ‘  Y our ftate,’ faid he, ‘ in- 

‘  deed is diftrefsful, but not hopelefs.’  

T he king who, though addrefled as 

H am e t , was ftill betrayed by his con- 

fufion to anfwer as A l m o r a n , fmote 

his breaft, and replied in an agony,

* It is hOpeldfs!’ Ofmyn remarked 

his emotion and defpair, with a con­

cern and aftonifhment that A lm o r a k  

obferved, and at once recoUefted his 

lituMioti. ‘H e  endeavoured to retraft 

ftc h  expfelEefts^ o f  trouble aad def-

pondency.
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pondcfMEy, as did not fuit the ehwraacc 

he ha<i aflUmec}; and telling Qfmyo, 

that he thanked him. for his friendfljip#; 

and nRjuld irpprove the advancagea it 

offefed *hi^, he dke^ed him fo ae? 

qu$f}itii the euAuclis that they w«re tq 

admk Mm to Almeiî â. Wh^ kj 
iwas k ft  alo*se» his dqabts and perplc^- 

ity heid hiffltt kmg ia fufpenfe i a thou- 

land caEpe(^€nts occurred ?o his mind 

by turns,, and by turna were rejefled.

H is firft thought was t<ŝ  put O & iys 

to d«ath: but he confidercd, that bj? 

this he would gaia na advantage,, as 

he would b? in ejqual danger from who­

ever ihould fucceed him: he confi- 

dered alfo, that again ft Ofmyn he was 
Upon his guard ; and that he might at 

any time learn, from him, whateven

defign
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defign might be formed in favour o f 

H a m e t ,  by afluming H a m e t ’ s  ap­

pearance : that he would thus be the 

confident o f  every fecret, in which his 

own fafety was concerned; and might 

difconcert the beft contrived projeft at 

the very moment o f  its execution, 

when it would be too late for other 

meafures to be taken: he determined, 

therefore, to let Ofmyn live ; at leaft, 

till it became more neceflai*y to cut 

him off. H aving in fome degree 

foothed and fortified his mind by 

thefe reflexions', he entered the apart­

ment o f  A l m e i d a .

H is hope was not founded upon a 

defign to marry her under the appear­

ance o f H a m e t ■, for that would be im- 

poffible, as the ceremony muft have 

been performed by the priefts who fup-

pofed
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pofed the marriage witK , H a m e t  to 

have been forbidden by a divine com- 

ma’n d ; and who, therefore, would not 

have confented, even fuppofing they 

would otherwife have ventured, at the 

requeft o f  H a m e t ,  to perform a cere­

mony which they knew wovild be dif- 

pleafingto A l m o r a n  : but he hope'd 

to take advantage o f her tendernefs for 

his brother, and the particular circum- 

ftances o f  her fituation, which made: 

the folemnities o f marriage impoffible, 

to feduce her to gratify his defires, 

■without the fandlion which alone ren­

dered the gratification o f  them lawful: 

if he fucceeded in this defign, he had 

realbn to expedt, either that his love 

would be extinguifhed by enjoyment; 

or that, i f  he (hould ftill dcfire to 

marry A l m e i d a , he might, by difclof- 

ing to her the artifice by which he had

ef^eded

A L M O R A N  AND HAME'r.



fffedtcd his ^urpofe, prevail tipon i a p  

to coofent, as hcf connexion with H a- 

WST, the clvcf obftacle to her marfiajge 

w^b Wm, would then be broken for 

ever j and as fhe might, perhaps, wifh 

to fandify the pleafure which Ihe might 

be not unwilling to repeat, or at leaft 

|6 make that lawful which it woald not 

be in her power to prevent.

In this difpofition, and with thisde- 

fjgn, he was admitted to AtMjttiDA v 

who, without fufpicion o f her danger, 

was expofed to the fevereft trial, in- 

which every paffion concurred to oppofo 

her virtue: fhe ws® iblieited by all che 

powers o f fubtilty and defire» undicr 

the appearance o f a lover whofe ten- 

dernefs and fidelity had been long tried, 

and wk<^ paffion Sie muFned with

equal
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ef|ual donftancy aad ard<H»r} and (he was 

thus fblicitcd, whien the rites which alone 

could G o n f c c r a t e  their union, were i it i-  

poffibk, and were rendered impoffibk 

by the guilty deftgns a f  a rival, in whofc 

power fhc was, and from whom no 

other expedient offered her a deliver­

ance, T hus deceived and betrayed, 

£he received him with an excefs o f ten- 

d?rnefs and joy, which flattered all his 

hopes, and for a moment fufpended 

his njiiery. She enquired, with a fond 

and gentle folicitude, by what means 

he had gained adm>ittance, and how 

he had provided for his retreat. H e 

received and returned her carefles witli 

a vehemence, in which, to Icfs partial 

eyes, defire would have been more ap­

parent than lo v e ; and in the tumult 

©f his paffion, he almof  ̂ negVefted her 

V o i ,  II. F e q u itie s:
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enquiries ; fifiding, however, that {he 

would be anfwered, he told her, that 

being by the permiflion o f  A l m o r a ’n 

admitted to every part o f  the palace, 

except that o f  the women, he had 

found means to bribe the eunuch who 

kept the door •, who was not in danger 

o f 'deteftion, becaufe A l m o r a k , wea­

ried with the tumult and fatigue o f 

the day, had retired to fleep, and 

given order to be called at a certain 

hour. She thtn complained o f the Ib- 

iicitatians to which fhe was expofed, 

expreiled her dreall o f the confcquences 

Ihe had reafon to'expeft from fome fud- 

dcn fally o f the tyrant’s rage, and re­

lated with, tears the brutal outrage 

ihe had fuffered when he lalt left her:

‘ Though I abhorred him/ faid ihe, 

‘ 1 yet kneeled before him for thee.

Let

6 6  A L M O R A N  a n d  H A M E T .



* L e t me bend in reverence to that 

‘ Power, at whofe look the wUirlwir^is 

‘  are filent, and the feas are calm, that4
‘ his .fury has hitherto been reftrained 

‘ from hurting thee !’

A t  thefe word< the fa ce o f A lih o - 

RAN was again co\ i dwith the 

c£̂  confufion : to oe ftiu beloved only 

as H a m e t ,  and as A la i o r  a n  to be 

full hated ; to be thus reproached with­

out anger, and wounded by thofe who 

knew not that they ftrucj: him ; was a 

Ipecies of inifery peculiar fo Jiimfdf, 

and had b^tn incurred only by the ac- 

quifnion o f new powers, which he had 

requefted and rcceifed as necelTary to 

obtain that felicity^ which the parii- 

mony o f  nature had placcd beyond his 

reach. l i is  Kmoiions, howcvtr, as by 

I' 2 A lm e iu a
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A l m e i d a  they w e re  fuppofcd t o  b e  

tha e m o t i o n s  o f H a m e t ,  (he imputed 

to a d i f f e r e n t  caufe : ‘ A s  H eaven,’ 

•feys flie, ‘  has preferved thee from 

‘ death •, fo has it, for thy fake, pre- 

‘ ferved me from violation,’ A l m o - 

K.AN, whole paffion h a d  in this inter­

val again f i H -mo un t ed ' h i s  remone, gazed 

eagerly upon lier, and catching her ro 

Jiis bofom •, ‘ L et us at lead,’ fays he,. 

‘ fecure the happinefs that is now of- 

‘ fert'd; let not thcfe ineftimable mo- 

ments pafs by v.s unimproved j but 

‘ to fliew tlvit we deferve them, let 

‘ them be devoted to love.’ ‘ L et us 

‘ then,’ f ai d  A l m e i d a ,  ‘  eicape toge- 

‘ vher.’ ‘ T o  efcape w i t h  thee,’ faid. 

A lm o r a n , ‘ is impoffible. I ftiall re- 

‘ t!rc, and, like the fhatt o f  Arabia,

‘ no mack behind m e ; but the
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'*  flight o f A lm e id a  \ftll at; once be

* tr a c e d  t o  h im  b y  w h o m  1 w as ad-

* m itte d , and  I  A a l l  th u s re ta lia te  his 

‘  fr fe n d fh ip  w ith  d e ftr u ft io n .’  ‘  L e t

* h im  th e n /  fa id  A l m e i d a , ‘  b e  th e  

‘  p a rtn e r o f  o u r f lig h t .’ ‘  U r g e  it  n o t

* n o w ,’ fa id  A l m ORAN  •, ‘  b\it tr iift  to

* m y  p ru d e n ce  a n d  m y  lo v e , to  f e le d

* fo m e h o u r  th a t w ill b e  m o re  fa v o u r -

* a b le  to  o u r  p u rp o fe . A n d  y e t , ’  faid  

h e , ‘  e v e n  th e n , w e  flia ll, as n o w ,

‘  f ig h  in  v a in  fo r  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f

* o u r  w ifh e s  : b y  w h o m  flia ll o u r  h a n d s

* b e  jo in e d , w h en  in th e  op in io n  o f  

‘  th e  p rie fts  it  has b een  fo rb id d en  fro m

* a b o v e ? ’ ‘  S a v e  th y fe lf  th e n ,’ fa id  A l ­

m e i d a ,  ‘  an d  le a v e  m e to  m y  fa te . ’

* N o t  fo ,’  fa id  A l m o r a n . ‘  W h a t  

‘  e lfe , ’ rep lied  A l m e i d a ,  ‘  is in  o u r

* p o w e r  ?’ ‘  I t  is in o u r  p o w e r ,’ faid

F 3 A l m o r a n , ,
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A lm o r a n ,  ‘ CO feize that joy, to which 

‘ a public form can give xis no new 

‘  ^laim i for the public fbrnn can only 

‘  declare that right by which I t4 aim 

‘  it now.’

A s they were now reclining upon a 

fofa, he threw his arm round h er; but 

llie fuddenly fprung up, and burft front 

him : the tear ftarted to her eye, and 

llie gazed upon him with an earneft but 

yet tender look : ‘ Is it ?’ fays Hie— ‘ N o 

‘ fure, it is not the voice o f HAM-’ix  !’ 

‘ O !  yts, ’ faid A i .m o r a n ,  ‘ what 

‘ Other voicc fhould call thee to cancel 

‘ at once the wrongs o f  H a m e t  and 

‘ Ai.m eida-, to fccure the treafures of 

‘  thy love frotn tlie hand o f  the rob- 

‘ bcr; to hide the joys, which if  now 

‘ Vr’c iofe we may lofe for ever,, in the

‘  fa cred
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*’ facred and inviolable ftores o f  thepaft,

‘ and place them beyond the povrer 

‘ not o f  A i MORAN only but o f  fate 

W ith this wild efFufion o f defire, he 

caught her again to his breaft, and 

finding no refiftance his heart exiilted 

in his foccefs •, but the next moment, 

to the total difappointmentof ]iis hopes, 

he perceived that fhe had fainted in his 

Arms. W hen fhe recovered, flie oncc 

more difeng^iged herfelf from him, and 

turning away her face, fhe burft inro 

tears. W hen her voke could be heani, 

•fhe covered lierfelf with her v r i!,  and 

turning again towards him, ‘ A ll but 

‘ this,’ faid {lie, ‘ 1 had learnt to bear; 

‘ and how has this been deferved by Ai.- 

‘ ME 1DA of HaM  ET ? Y ou was my on!v 

‘ folace in diftrefs; and when ihe tears 

‘  have ftolen from my eyes ia fikncc 

F 4* ‘ and
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‘ , and in folituSe, I thought on thee; I 

‘  t|iought upon the chafte ardour o f  

‘ thy facred friendfhip, which was 

‘  foftsned, refined, and exalted 'into 

‘  love. This was my hoarded treafure ; 

‘ and.the thoughts o f poffeffing this, 

‘ foothed all my anguiih with a mifer’s 

‘ happinefs, who, .bleft in the confci- 

‘ oufnefs o f hidden wealth, defpifea 

‘ cold and hunger, and rejoices in the 

‘  midft o f all the mifcries that make

* poverty dreadful: this was my lafl: 

‘ retreat ■, but I sm  now defolate and 

‘ forlorn, and my foul looks round, 

‘ with terror, fpr tliat refuge which it 

‘ can never find.’ ‘  Find that refuge,’ 

laid A l m o r a n , ‘  in me.’ ‘  A las!* 

laid A l m e i d a , ‘  can he afford me re- 

‘  fuge from my forrows, who, for the 

‘  guilty pleafures o f  a tranfient mo-

‘  ment.
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‘ ment, would for ever fi?ily the purity 

o f  my mind, and aggravate misf^r-

* tunc by the confcioufnefs o f  guilt ?’

.As A lm o ra k - now perceived, that 

it was impoffible, by any importunity, 

to induce her to violate her principles ; 

he had nothing more to attempt, but 

to.fubvert them. W hen,’ faid he,

‘  {hall A l m e i d a  a w a k e , an d  th e fe  

‘  d ream s o f  fo lly  and fu p e rftitio n  va -

* nifli ? T hat only is virtue, by which 

‘  happincfs is produced ; and whatever 

‘ produces happinefs, is therefore vir- 

‘  tu e ; and the forms, and word^, and 

‘  rices, which priefts have pretended to 

‘ be required by Heaven, are the 

‘ fraudful arts only by which they go-

* vern mankind.’

A l m e i d a ,
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A l m e i d a '  b y  t h i s  i m p i o u s  i n f u l t ,  

was r o u f e d  f r o m  g r i e f  t o  i n d i g n a t i o n  ;

‘  A s  thou haft now dared,’ faid Ihe,

‘  to deride the laws, which thou 

‘  wouldft firfl; have broken ; fo haft

* thou broken for ever the tender 

‘ bonds, by which my foul was united 

‘  to thine. Such, as I fondly believed 

‘  thee, thou art not > and what thou 

‘  art, I have never loved. I have 

‘  loved a delufive phantom only, which,

‘  while I ftrove to grafp it, has va- 

‘  nilhed from me.’ A lm  o  r a n  attempt­

ed to reply but on fuch a fubjed:, 

neither her yirw e nor her wifdom 

would permit debate. ‘  That prodigy,’ 

faid ftie, ‘ which I thought was the 

‘  Height o f cunning, or the work o f 

‘  forcery, I now revere as the voice oi

* H eaven; which, as it knew thy heart,

‘  has
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‘  has in mercy faved fl!e from thy 

‘ arms. T o  the will o f  Heaven (hall

* my will be obedient and my voice 

‘ alfo lhall pronounce, to A lm o k a n  

‘ A lm eid a .'

A l m  o  r a n ,  whofe whole foul was nqw 

fufpended in attention, conceived new 

hopes o f  fuccefs ; and forefaw the cer­

tain accomplifliment o f  his purpofe, 

though by an cffe£t diredlly contrary 

to that which he had laboured to pro­

duce. Thus to have incurred the ha­

tred o f  A l m e i d a  in the form o f H a -  

m e t ,  wis more fortunate than to have 

taken advantage o f her love ; the path 

that led to his wilhes was now clear 

and open ; and his marriage with A l­

m e i d a  in his own perfon, waited only 

iill he coiild refume it. H e, therefore-,

inilead
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inftead o f  fddthbg, provoked her te- 

fth tm m t: ‘  I f  theu hafl: loved a  phan-

* tom,’ laid he, ‘ which exifted only in 

■* imagination •, on fuch a phantom my

* love alfo has been fixed : thoti haft,

* indeed, only the form o f  ‘ what I 

failed ALMEtDA my love thou hafl

‘  rejefbed, becaufe thou haft never 

loved ; the objeft o f  thy pafllon was

* not H a m e t , but a throne ; and thou 

■* haft made the obfervance o f  rituals, 

‘  in which folly only can fuppofe there 

‘  is good or ill, a pretence to violate

thy faith, that thou mayft ftill gra-

* tify thy ambition.'*

T o  this injurious reproach, A l m e i ­

d a  made no reply, and A t M O R A N  

immediately quitted her apartment, 

that he might reaflume his own figure,

and
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and take advantage o f  th* difpofitbm 

whichy under the appcarance o f  H a -  

m e t ,  he had produced in favour o f 

himfetf: But Ofmyn, who fuppofing 

him to be H a m e t ,  had intercepted and 

detained him as he was going to Alm e-i- 

DA, now intercepted him a fecoiid tiipe 

at his return, having placed himfelf 

near the door o f  the apartment for that 

purpofe.

Ofmyn was by no means fatisfied 

with the iflue o f  their laft interview : 

he had perceived a perturbation in the 

mind o f ’ALMO RAN, for which, imagin­

ing him to be H a m e t , he could not ac­

count ; and which fcemed more extra­

ordinary upon a review, than when ic 

happened i he, therefore, again entered' 

into converfation with him, in v/hich he

farther
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farther difclofed iiis fentiments and de-; 

figns. A l M o R A N, notwithftandin^

tlie impatience natural to his temper 

and fituation, was thus long detained 

liftening to Ofmyn, by the united in­

fluence o f his curiofity and his fears; 

his enquiries ftill alarmed him with new 

terrors, by dilcovering new objefts o f  

diftruft, and new inftances o f  difafFec- 

tio n : ftill, however, he refolved, not 

yet to remove Ofmyn from his poft, 

that he might give no alarm by any 

appearance o f fufpicton, and confe- 

quently learn with more eafe, and de­

le ft  with more certainty, anyprojecl 

that might be formed againft him.

C H A P .
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C H A P .  XVI.

Al m e i d a ,  as foon as fhe was 

left alone, began to review tfie 

fcene that had juft paft; and was ivery. 

moment affefted with new wonder, 

grief, and refentment. She now de­

plored her own misfortune j and now 

conceived a defign to puniih the au­

thor o f it, from whofe face flie fup- 

pofed the hand o f  adverfity had torn 

tlie mafic under which he had deceived 

her : it appeared to her very eafy, to 

take a fevere revenge upon H amet 
for the indignity which fhe fuppofed he 

had offered her, by complaining o f it

t o



to Aum oka^  and telling him, that he 

had gained,admittance to her bjr brib- 

ifig the eunuch who kept the door. 

T h e thought o f  thus giving him up, was 

one moment rejeded, as arifing from a 

vindicative fpirit; and the next indulged, 

as an a d  o f  juftiee to A lm o  r a n , and 

a punifliment due to the hypocrify o f 

H a m e t : to the firftlhe inclined, when 

Ber grief, which was ftill mingled with 

a tender remembrance o f the man fhe 

loved, was predominant •, and to the 

laft, when her grief gave way to indig­

nation.

Thus are we inclined to confider the 
fame adion, either as a virtue, or a 
vice, by the influence o f different paf- 
fions, which prompt us either to per­
form or to avoid it. A lme r da, from de­

liberating

| 0  A L M O R A N  AN D  H A M E T ,



liberating whether Ihe fliould accufe 

H a m et  to A lm o r a n , op conceal his 

fault, was led to confider what punilK- 

ment he would either incur or efcapc 

in confequence'j o f her determination ; 

and the images that ruflied into,her 

mind, the moment this became the ob-•
je ft o f  her thoughts, at once deter­

mined her to be filent: ‘  Could 1 bear 

‘ to fee,’ faid (he, ‘ that hand, which 

'  has lb often trembled with delight 

‘  when it enfolded mine, cenvulftd 

‘ and black ! thofe eyes, that as often

* a« they gazed upon me were diflblv- 

‘ ed ii? tears o f  tendernefs and love,

‘ ftart from the fockets ! ifnd thofe lips 

‘ rliat breathed the Ibfteft ficrhs o f e!e#ZD
‘  gant defire, diftorted and galping in

* the convulfions o f death !’

V o l . II. G  From
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S2 A l M m & U  Awn HAMIT.

F k » i  this hec nain^ recoibd 
ia  aa %©ny' o f terror and pity -, 
heaxt &mk wkluo h<er; IbetHmbs tc e a -  
bkd', (lae iunjc doiwa upc»k <the h£a, 
and hm&. into tern .

By tliis %wm̂ on wijofe

foran the Kkenefs o f A iM  a&Aist -vwas 

f t i l  injpreffed, had reached the palssce. 

H e  w eat infl:an% tojwards. the apart­

ment ojf the -women. It^ftead o f that 

ehearful alacrity, that miacoane o f zeal 

aat$ peverence a®d affedioo, whieh 

his eye had been ulcd to find wherg- 

ever it was tayi\«di h« naw obfcrvad 

conftrfion, anxiety and tei»rof i wh©ev«r 

he met, made haftc t& preftrate thcm- 

feivcs before him, ar>d- feared to loe ĉ 

up till he was paft, l i e  went ob  ̂ Iw v- 

cv«r, with a hafty pace •, and Gomiiig up

to



to the eatiufcl^g guafti, lie  witl\ an 

.impatient fijne ; ‘  T o  Ai.uraroAJ’ T h e  

flave iflimedhsteiy n̂ iade way before 

hini, and cond uced  Mm fo the door 

o f  the apartment, which he would not 

otherwife have been able to fifldv • and 

for which he could not dlredly, cn-» 

quire.

W hen he entered, his couhtenafice 

exprefltd all the paffiohs that his fitua- 

tion had roufed in his m ihd. B e  ir ft  

fooked fternly roi’ryd him, to fee whe­

ther A lm o r a n  was not prefent; and 

then Pitching ad eep T igh h e turned his 

eyes, with a look o f  mournful tender- 
nefs, upon A lm eid a- H is firft view was 
to difcover, whether A i m o r a n  had 

already fupplanted him •, and for this 

purpofe he colle<5led the whole ftrengtli 

G  2*. o f
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o f  his mind : Hfe confidered that he ap­
peared now, not as H a m e t ,  but as 
A lm o  RAN and that he was to quef- 
tion A lm e id a  concerning A lm o r a n ,  
while ftie had miftaken him for H a ­
m e t  ;• he was therefore to maintain 
■ihe ,chara£ter, at whatever expence, 

-till his doubts were refolved, and his 
fears either removed or confirmed : he 
was fo firmly perfuaded, that A lm o ­
r a n  had been there before him, that he 
did not afk the queftion^ but fuppofed 
the fa d  •, he reftrained alike both his 
lendernefs and his fears; and looking 
earneftly upon A lm eid a^  wh<y had 
rifen up in his prefence with blufhes 
arfd confaCion, ‘ T o m e ,’ fays he, ‘ is 
‘ A lm e id a  ftill cold ? and has ftie la- 
‘  vifhed ^1 her love upoa H a m e t ?’

A t
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A t  the name o f the blufhes

and confufion o f  A lm eid a  increafed: 

her mind was ftill full o f the images, 

which had rifen from the thought o f  

what H a MET m ight fu ffer ,'if  A l m o - 
RAN Ihould know that he had been 

with her ; and though flie feared that; 

their interview was difcovered, yet flie 

hoped it m ight be only fufpe&ed, and 

in that cafe the removal or confirma­

tion o f the fufpicions, on which the 

fate o f  H a  MET depended, would der 

volve upon her.

In fh is  fituation, fhe, who had but 

a few moments before doubted, whe­

ther fhe Ihould not voluntarily g ij’e 

him up, when nothing more was nc- 

cefiary for his fafcty than to be filen t; 

cow  determined, with whatever reluc-

G  3 taucc.



taace, to feipure 1 ^ ,  though it could 

-not he done without d^ m ulation, and 

|J«Si3igh it was probable that in this 

diflimulation flie would be decefted. 

Inftead, therefore, o f  anfwering the 

queftion, fte  repeated i t : ‘ On whom 

faid my lord, on H a m e t ?’ H a m e t , 
whofe fufpicions were increafed by the 

evafion, Fepiied with great emotion,

* A ye, on H a m e t  ; did he not this

* moment leave you ?’ ‘  Leave me this 

‘  moment ?’ faid A l m eid a , with yet 

greater confufion, and deeper blufhes. 

H a m e t ,  in the-impatiencc o f  his jea- 

loufy, concluded, that the piiffions 

which he law expreiTed in her counte- 

nSnce, and which arofe from the ftrug- 

gle between her regard to truth and 

her tenderncfs for H a m e t , proceeded

fram
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From the conlcfoufnejl o f  what he ha^ 

moft reafon to  dread^ and (he to coft- 

ceal, a breach o f  virtue, to w h ich % e 

had been betrayed by his own ap­

pearance uniKd with the vices o f  his 

brother: he, therefore, drew back froqi 

her with a look o f  inexpreffibk; an̂  ̂

guifhy and ftood fome time filejit. *Shc 

obferved, that in his countenance there 

was niore expreflion o f  trouble, than 

ra g e ; f te ,  therefore, hoped to divert 

him from perfuing his enquiries, by 

at once rem oving his jealoufy ; which 

flie fuppofed would be at an end, as 

ibon *s flic ftiouid difclofe the refqlution 

flie had taken in his* favour. Addrcff- 

ing him, therefore, as A lm o r a n , /vwth 

a  voice which though it was g e n tk  and 

ibothing, was. yet mournful and trcmu- 

ious i ‘ Do not turn from me,’ faid flie, 

G  ^  ‘ wit̂ »
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• with thofe unfriendly and frowning 

*,loolts ; give now that love which

• iff lately you ofFered, and with all the

• future I will atone the pafl:.’

U pon H a m e t ,  whofe heart involun- 

tarity anfwered to the voice o f  A l ­

m e i d a , thefe words had irrefiftible and 

inftantaneous force but recollecting, 

in a moment, whofe form he bore, and 

to whom they were addrelTed, th fy  

ftruck him with new aftonifhment, and 

increafed the torments o f  his mind. 

Suppofing what he at firft feared had 

happened, and that A l m o r a n  had re­
duced her as H a m e t  •, he could not ac­

count for her now addreffing him, as 

X lm o r a n ,  with words o f  favour and 

compliance : he, therefore, renewed his 

enquiries concerning him ltlf, with ap-

prehenfiDji's.
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prchenfions o f  a different Jcind. She, 

who was ftill folicitous to put an end 

to the enquiry, as well for the fake <3f  

H a m b t ,  as to prevent her own era- 

barraflftient, replied with a figh, ‘  L e t  

‘  not thy peace be interrupted by one 

‘ thought o f  H a m e t  i for o f  H a m e t  

‘  A l m e i d a  fhall think no more.’ H a -  

m e t ,  who, though he had fortified 

hirrifelf againft whatever might have 

happened to her perfon, could not 

bear the alienation o f  her mind, cried 

out, with looks o f  diftradtion and a 

voice fcarcely human, ‘ N ot th in k  o f  

‘  H A M a a r  !* A l m e i p a ,  whofc aftoniih- 

ment was every moment increafmg, re>- 

plied,, with a  tender and interefting en­

quiry, * Is A l m o r a n  then offended, 

‘  that A l m e i d a  fhould think o f  H a -  

‘  M E T  no m ore?’ H a m e t ,  being thus

addrefltd
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oidrefied fey the name o f  his bTother> 

again recoUe<fted his fituation i and now 

fir ft conceived the idea,’ that the aite^ 

•ration AtMEiOA’s ferttiments with 

refpeft to him ldf, m ight be the efFeft 

o f  Ib^e vioif.nce offered her by A lm o -  

UAST in his Itkenefs •, he, tht-refore, re­

curred ro his firft purpofe, and deter­

mined, by a direft enquiry, to difco- 

ver, whether ftie had feen him under 

that appcarancc. T his ejMjuiry he 

xirged with the utmoft folemnity and 

arckiur, in terms fuitable to his prefent 

appearance and'fituation ; ‘  T e ll me/ 

faid he, ‘  have thcfe doors been open

* to H am e t  ? 'Has he obtained poffef- 

« fi(Mi o f  that trealwe^ which, by the 

‘ voice o f  H eaven, hais been ailotwd to

* me.?’

6  T®
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To î is <nie%o,# Almeida 
aflfwered i>y a  lingle i»eg«iti??e; Had her 
gnftfcr, tk^re&^Ct was boA  f a ^  gni* 

m ie  : it  was true that hpr j^rfoti was 
ftiil inviolate, apd it was t fw  alio tfa« 
jH a m et bad not b fcn  adtnitted C9 her^ 
yet her denial o f it was falfe, f t r  (h« 
believed the cantrary; A j-m o ra n  only- 
had been admitted, but flie had re­
ceived him as his br^^hfr. H a m e t, 
h w e v ff ,  w#s fttisged with the 
and did not dilcover its faHacy. Me 

looked up to Hea-ven, with an expref- 
fion o f gratitude and jo y  -, ami tliea 

turning fb  A iM U bA , ‘  Svfca? lhen»’ 
laid He, ‘ that them h%ft to
‘ H a m et ,  np pledge o f %  teY« «fhieh 
‘ fhoi^d be referw^d A^m b i-
DA, whô  ROW thmigbt n?«hing .mare 
tktm th? a iS v w iio n  to quiet

his



e>,

his mind, rtmijiediately complied: ‘  I

* fwear,’ faid flie, ‘ that to H am et

* I have given nothing, which thou 

‘  wouldft wifh nie to with-hold : the 

‘  power that has devoted my perfon to 

 ̂ .thee, has difunited my heart from

* H am et , whom I renounce in thy 

‘  prefence for ever.’

H am et, whofe fortitude and recol- 

leftion were again overborne, was 

thrown into an agitation o f mind, 

which difcovered itfelf by looks and 

gefture* very different from thofe which 

A l m e i d a  had expefted, ihd over­

whelmed her with new confuficm and 

difappointment: that he, who had fo 

lately folicited her love with all the ve­

hemence o f a deftre impatient to be 

gratified,, fhould now receive a decla-

ratioa
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ration that flie was ready t6 com ply, 

with.rriatks o f  diftrefs and anger, was 

a myftery which fhe could nc«: foive. In 

the mean time, the ftruggle in his breaft 

became every moment more violeftt: 

‘ W here th sn / faid he, ‘  is the co n -

* ftancy which you vowed to H a m e t  ;

‘  and for what inftance his love is 

‘  he now forlaken ?’

A l mei da  was now mor-e cmbairaf^ 

fed than before ; {he felt all the force o f 

the reproof, fuppofmg it to have been 

given by AiMORAN ; andflie could be 

juftified<ai3y  byjrelating the particular, 

which at vthe expence o f  her fincerity 

fhe had delermined to conceal. A l - 

m o r a n  was now exalted in her <^i- 

nion, w hile his form was animated^ by 

the fpirit o f  H a m i t ;  as much as

H a m e t
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H am et hM  been degradiid, while his 

forth arijMated by flife fpirit o f  

A lm o r a h . In his rdentmertt o f  her 

perfedy to his rivaJ, though it favoured 

hisfondeftand moft ardent wifees, there 

was-aft abhorrence o f  v ite , and a ge- 

nerofity o f  mind, which fee fuppofed 

to have been inconspatibie with his 

charafter. T o  his reproach, fhe could 

reply only by com plaint; and could 

no otherwife evade his queftion, than 

by obferving the inconfiftency o f  his 

own behaviour: ■ ‘ Y ou r words/ faid 

fhe, ‘  are daggers to my heart. Y o u  

« condemn me for a compRance wifh,

* your own wifhes •, and for obedience 

‘ to that voice, which you fuppofed to 

‘  have revealed the will o f  H eaven. Has 

‘ the caprice o f  defire already wander- 

‘ ed to a new objeft ? and do yoa

now
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AI*MOEAJi*wftHieMET, ^

♦ now feeii » pf«seBG« i® r # i^ ,  ixfiieii.

* it/is fw ely ®®er«  ̂ fo latttjr you, 

*• w Q u .y  ta & eft b y  force ?*

H A M f s ' f  ,  w h o «  w a & n w w  f e « d .  w k b  f e -  

fentm«ntt agakift A lm e id a , whdtn yet 

Ik couW- Hot behold mtfeow (fefn«>, 

m d  whov at the feme raonwsnt, w a rn-  

impatient to retemge his wrongs upotts 

AfcMGRAii'} was fwdtteaiy ppoiaptfed' 

latisfy all His pafKoas  ̂ by taking ad­

vantage o f  the wiles o f A t m o n A H t  

and the perfidy o f A h j a ^  W A ,  ta  defeat 

the one and to pimifti the other. I t  

was‘ now fh his power inftantly to c m -  

fammate his marriage, as a prieft might 

be procured without a moment’is delay* 

and as A lm e ] d a ’s confent was already 

given ; he- wDuld then obtaiti the -pof- 

fcflion o f her perfon, by the very ^

ift



in which fhe perfidioully refigned it to 

his rival •, to whom he would then leave 

the beauties he had already poflefled, 

and caft from him in difdain, as united 

with a mind that he could never love. 

A s  his imagination was fired with the 

iirft conception o f  this defign, he 

caught her to his breaft with a fury, 

in which all the paffions in all fheir 

rage were at once concentered; ‘  I^et 

‘  the prieft,’ faid he, ‘  inftantly unite 

‘  us. L e t  us comprize, in one mo-

* ment, in this inftant, n o w ,  our whole 

‘  o f  being, and exclude alike the fu- 

‘  ture and the p a ft !’ Then' gralping 

her ftill in hiii arms, he looked up to 

heaven ; ‘ Y e  powers,’ faid he, ‘ in- 

‘ vifible but yet prefent, who mould 

‘  my, changing and unrefifting form ;

* prolong, but for one hour, that

‘  myfterious
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myfter^us charm, th a tJs  now upon
* p ie , and I  will be ever after fubfer- 
‘  vient to ycmr wilH’

A l m e i i >a ,  who was terrified at the 

furious ardor o f  this unintelligible ad^ 

drefs, fhrunk from his embrace, pale 

and trem bling, without power to ??- 

ply. H a m e t  gazed tenderly upon 

hei-; and recolleding the purity and 

■tendcrnefs with which he had loved 

her, his virtues fuddcnly recovered their 

force ; he difmiffed her from his em­

brace; and turning from herj he 

droppad in filence the tear that ftarted 

to his eye, and exprefled, in a low and 

faultering voice, the thoughts that ruin­

ed upon his mind : ‘ N o ,’ faid he 

‘  H a m e t  fliall ftill difdain the joy,

‘  which is at once fordid and tranfient:

V o l . II. H  ‘ dn
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* in, the bpeaft  ̂ o f  H a  m e t , luft {hall 

‘  not be the pander of revenge. SJiall 

i  I, who have ianguLihed for the pure 

‘ delight which can arife only from 

‘  the interchange o f  foul with foul, 

‘  and is endeared by mutual confi-

* dence and complacency 5 lhall I fnatch 

under this difguife, which belies my

• features and degrades my virtue, a 

‘ cafual pofiefllon o f  faithlefs beauty, 

‘ which I defpifc and hate ? L e t  this

• be the portion o f  thofe, that hate 

‘ ms without a caufe •, but let this be 

‘  far from me !’ ' A t  this thought, he 

felt a fuddcn elatipn o f mind •, ,fnd the 

confcious dignity o f  virtue, that in 

fuch a- conflici was vidtorious, render­

ed him, in this glorious moment, fupe- 

rior to misfortune : his gefture bccamc 

calm, and his countenance fed ate ; he

confiuered
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confidered the wrong3, herfbffered, not 

asyk fufferer, but as a ju d g e ; and he 

determined at once to difcover h im filf 

to A l m e i d a , and to reproach her with 

her crime. H e remarked her confu- 

fion without pity, as the effcd: not of 

g rie f but o f  guilt ■, and fixing his eyes 

upon her, with the calm feverity of^a 

fuperior and offended being, * Sueh,’ 

faid he, ‘  is the benevolence o f  the 

‘ A lm ighty to the children o f the duft, 

‘  that our misfortunes are, like poi- 

‘ fonsj antidotes to each other.’

A l m e i d a , whofe faculties were now 

fufpended by wondej and cxpediration,, 

looked earneflly at him, but continued 

filent. ‘  T h y  looks,’ faid H a  m e t ,

‘  are full o f  w onder; but *as yet thy 

*■ wonder has no caufe, in coTtipariibn 

H  2 ‘ o f
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* o f  that which Ihall be revealed. T hou

* knoweft the prodigy, which fo latdy

* parted H a m e t  and A l m e i d a  : I am 

‘  that H a m e t ,  thou art that A j. m e i -

* d a .’  A l m e i d a  would now have in­

terrupted him i but H a m e t  raifed his 

>-’ ice, and demanded to be heard : ‘ A t  

‘  that moment,’ faid he, ‘  wretched 

‘ as I am, the child o f error and d;f-

* obedience, my heart repined in fccret 

‘ at the defliny which had been wricren 

‘  upon m y head j for I then thought 

‘  thee faithful apd conftant; bu t i f

* our hands had been then united, I

* fliould have been more wretched than

* I am i for I now know that thOu 

‘  art fickle and falfe. T o  know thee,

though it has pierced my foul with 

‘  forrow, has yet healed the wound 

‘  which was jnflided when I loft thee :

‘ and



‘  and though I am now eompelled to 

‘  Wear the form o f  A l m o r a n ,  whofe 

‘  vices are this moment difgraeing mine, 

‘  yet in the balance I fliall be weighed

* as H a m e t ,  and I ihall fuffer only as 

‘  I arn found wanting.’

A l m e id a , whofe mind was now in- 

a tum ult that bordered upon diftrac- 

tion, bewildered in a labyrinth o f doubt 

and wonder, and alike dreading the 

confequence o f  what (lie heard, whe­

ther it was falie or true, was yet impa­

tient to confute or confirm i t ; and as 

foon a» fhe had recovered her Ipeech,, 

urged him for fome t®ken̂  o f  the pro­

d igy he afierted, which he m ight eafjJy 

have given, by relating any^of the in­

cidents which themfelves only could 

knaw. But ju ft at this moment, A l - 

H   ̂ MORAN ,̂
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MORAN, having at laft difengaged him- 

fe lf from Ofmyn, by whom he had 

been long detained, refnmed his own 
fig u re : and while the eyes o f A l m e i­
da were fixed upon H a m e t , his powers 
were fuddenly taken from him, and re- 
fcyed in an inftant; and fhe beheld 

the features o f A lm o r a n  vanifh, and 
gazed with aftoniftiment upon his ow n: 

‘ T h y  features change!’ faid fhc, ‘ and 
‘ thou indeed art H a m e t .’ ‘ T h e lud-
* den trance,’ faid he, ‘ has reftored 
‘ me to m yfelf; and from my wrongs 

‘ where (halt thou be hidden ?’ T h is 
reproach was more than /he could fuf- 
ta in ; but he caught her as fhe was fal- 
liYig, and fupported her in his arms. 
T h is  incident renewed in a moment all 

the tendernefs o f his love : while he 

■beheld her diflrefs, and prelTed her by
the
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the embrace that fuftaine^ her to his 

bofbm, he forgot every injury which he 

fuppofed ftie had done him i and pa:- 

ceived her recover with a pleafure, that 

for a ‘moment fufpendc’d the fenfe o f 

his misfortunes.

H er firft reflexion was upon the 

fnare, in which ihe had been taken j 

and her firft fenfation w'as joy that llie 

had efcaped : fhe faw at once the whole 

complication o f  events that had de­

ceived and diftrefled her •, and nothing 

more was now necrfTary, than to ex­

plain shem to H A M E T ; which, how­

ever, Ihe could not d®, without difco- 

vering the infincericy o f  her anfwers p  

the enquiries which he had made, while 

Ihe miftook him for his brother: ‘  i f  

‘  in my heart,’ fays fhe, ‘  thou haft 

II 4. ‘ fouRti
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‘  found any (*rirtvie, let it incline thee 

‘ to pity the vice that is mingled with 

‘ jE: by the vice 1 have been enfnared, 

‘ but I have been delivered by the vir- 

‘  tue. A l m o r a n , for now I know 

‘  that it was not thee, A l m o r a n ,  

‘  when he poflefled thy form, was with 

‘  m e : he prophaned thy love, by at- 

‘  tempts to fupplant my virtue ■, I re- 

‘ fifted his importunity, and efcaped 

‘  perdition; but the guilt o f  A l m o - 

‘  RAN drew m y refcntment upon H a -  

‘  M E T .  I thought the vices which, 

‘  under thy form,' I difcovered in his 

‘  bofom, were th in e; and in the an-

< guifli o f  grief, 'indignation, and dif-

• ^jjpointment, my heart renounced 

‘  thee : yet, as I could not give thee 

‘  up to death, I could not difcover to  

‘  A l m o r a n  the attempt which I im-

* puted
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‘  puted to thee j when you queftioned

* Ttit, therefore, as A l m o r a n ,  1 was 

‘ betrayed to diffimulation, by the ten-

* defnefs which ftill melted my heart 

‘  for H a m e t .’ ‘  I believe thee/ faid 

H a m e t , catching her in a tranfpopt to 

his breaft; ‘  I love thee for thy jjn-

* tu e ; and may the pure and exalted 

‘ beings, who are fuperior to the paf- 

‘  fions that now throb in my heart, 

‘  forgive me, i f  I love thee alfo for 

‘ thy fault. Y et, let the danger to 

‘  which it betrayed thee, teach us ftill 

‘  to walk in the ftrait path, and com- 

‘  mit flie keeping o f  our peace to the 

‘  A lm ig h ty ; for he*that wanders in 

‘  the maze o f  faUehood, fliall pafs iSy 

‘ the good that he would <neet, and 

‘ lhali meet the evil that he would fhun. 

‘  I alfo was tem pted; but I was ftrength-

‘  ened
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‘  ened to refift i f  I had ufed the

* power, which I derived from the arts

* that have been pradtifed againft me, 

« to return evil for e v i l; i f  I had not

* difdained a fecret and unavowe'd re- 

‘  venge, and the unhallowed pleafures 

i  o f  a brutal appetite; I m ight have 

‘  poffefled thee in the form o f  A lm o -  

‘  RAN, and have wronged irreparably 

‘  m yfelf and th e e : for how could I 

‘  have been admitted, as H a m e t , to 

‘  the beauties which 1 had enjoyed

‘  as A lm  o r  an ? and how couldft thou 
‘  have given, to A l m o r a n ,  what in 

‘  reality had been appropriate^ by 

‘  H a m et  ?’
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C H A P .  XVII.

Bu t  while A lm eid a  and H am-e t  

were thus congratulating eachjjT 

ther upon the evils which they had 

cfcaped, they were threatened by o- 

thers, which, however obvious, they had 

overlooked.

A l m o r a n , ■who }vas now exulting 

in the profpe€t o f  fuccefs that had ex­

ceeded* his hopes, and who fuppofed 

the poffefTion o f  A lm eid a  before the 

end o f  the next hour, was as certain 

as that the next hour woiild arrive, 

fuddenly entered the apartm ent; but 

upon difcovering H a m e t , he ftarted

back



back aftoniflitd and difappointed. H a -  

m e t  ftood unfnovedi and regarded 

him with a fixed and fteady look, that 

at once reproached and confounded, 

him. ‘ W hat treachery,’ faid A lm o -  

RAN, ‘ has been praftifed againft me ? 

‘  W hat has brought thee to this p la ce ; 

‘  and how haft thou gained admit- 

‘  tance ?’ ‘  Againft thy peace,’ faid 

H a m e t ,  ‘  no treachery has bem  prac- 

‘ tifed, but by thyfelf. By thole arts 

‘  in which thy vices have employed 

‘  the powers o f  darknefs, I have been 

‘ brought hither j and by thofe arts

* I have gained adm ittance: th/ form 

‘  which they haVe impofed upon me, 

“  was m y pafl'port •, and by the reftora-

* tion o f  tny own, I have detefted and 

‘  difappointed the fraud, which the

* double change was produced to exe-

‘  cute.
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« cvn e. A l m e i d a ,  V h o m ,  as H a -  

‘  M E T , th o u  couldft: te a c h  to  h a te  th ^ e ,

‘  it  is n o w  im p ofT ib le  t h a t ,  as A lm o -

* S A N ,  th o u  {h o u ld ft  t s a c h  t o  lo v e . ’

A l m e i d a ,  w h o  p e r c e iv e d  th e  fto rm  

to  b e  g a th e r in g  w h ic h  th e  n e x t  m o ­

m e n t would b u r ft  u p o n  th e  h e a d  o f  

H a m e t , in te rp o fe d  b e tw e e n  th e m , a n d  

addrefleH e a c h  o f  th e m  b y  tu r n s  ; u r g ­

i n g  H a  M ET to  b e  f i le n t , a n d  c o n ju r in g  

A l m o r a n  to  b e  m e r c i fu l .  A l -  

M O R A N ,  h o w e v e r , v ^ th o u t r e g a r d in g  

A l m e i d a ,  o r  m a k in g  a n y  r e p ly  to  

H a m e t ,  f t r u c k  th e  g r o u n d  w ith  h is 

fo o t ,  a n d  th e  m e fle n g e r s  o f  d e a th , t o  

w h o m  th e  f ig n a l w a s  fa m ilia r , a p p e a r e d  

a t  th e  d o o r , A l m o r a n  tlie n  c o m ­

m a n d e d  th e m  to  fe iz e  h is  b r o t h e f , w ith«
a  c o u n te n a n c e  p a le  a n d  l iv id ,  a n d  a

v o ic e
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voice that ^'as broken by rage. H a -  

MET was ftill unmoved •, but A lm e i-  

DA threw herfelf at the feet o f  A lm o -  

R A N ,  and embracing his knees was about 

to fpeak, but he broke from her with 

fudden f u r y : ‘  I f  the world Ihould

* fjpy faid he, • I would fpurn k  off. 

‘  There is no pang that cunning can 

‘  invent, which he fhall not fufFer: 

‘ and when death at length Ihall difap- 

‘ point my vengeance, his mangled 

‘  limbs fhall be caft out unburied, to 

‘ feed the bcafts. o f  the defert and the 

‘ fowls o f  heaven.* D uring this me­

nace, A lm e id ^  funk down without 

^ n s  o f  life ; and H a m e t  ftruggling 

in vain for liberty to raife her from the 

ground, !he was carried o if  by Ibme 

womeA who were called to her af- 

fiftance.

In
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In this awful crifis, H a m e t , who 

felt his own fortitude give way, lo(jk- 

cd up i and though he conceived no 

words, a prayer afcepded from his 

heart to heaven, and was accepted by 

H im , to whom our thoughts • are 

known while they are yet afar off. Eor 

H a m e t , the fountain o f  ftrength was 

opened from above j his eye fparkled 

with confidence, and his breaft was di­

lated by hope. H e  commanded the 

guard that were leading him away to 

flop, and they implicitly o b eyed ; he 

then ftretched out his hand towards 

A lm o h ja n , whofe fpirit was rebuked 

before him : ‘ H ear*m e,’ faid he,

‘ thou tyrant! for it is thy genius tha#

‘ fpeaks by my voice. W h at Jias been 

‘ the fruit o f  all thy guilt, but accu- 

 ̂ mulated mif^ry ? W hat joy. ha(t thou

*■ de-

ALMORANandEIAMET. iti



* derived frofn undivided empire ? what 

‘ jo y  from the prohibition o f  my mar- 

‘ riage with A l m e io a  ? what good 

‘  from that ppwer, which fome evil 

‘  dfemon has added to thy own ? what, 

‘  at this'moment, is thy portion, but

* j'age and anguifh, difappointment, 

‘  and defpair ? Evetj I, whom thou 

‘  feed the captive o f  thy power, whom 

‘  thou haft wronged o f  empire, and 

‘  yet more o f love even 1 am happy,

* in comparifon o f  thee. I know  

‘  that my fufFerings, however multi-

* plied, are ftiort; for they fhall end

* with life, and no life is lo n g : then 

‘ (hall the everlafting ages commence-, 

 ̂ and through everlafting ages thy fuf- 

‘ ferings'fliall increafe. T h e  moment 

‘  is now near, when thou fhalt tread

* that line which alone is the path to

‘ heaven.
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* heaven, the narrpw «path that is 

‘  liretched over the pit, which fmokes 

‘ for ever, and for ever 1 W hen tWne

akitig eye fliall look forward to the 

‘ end that is far diftant, and when be-

* hind thoufhait find noretrejit; •ydieh 

‘ thy fteps fhall faulter, and thou fhak

< tremble at the d^pth beneath, which 

‘  thought itfelf "is not able to fathom •, 

‘  then ftiall the angel o f  diftribution

* lift his inexorable hand againft thee : 

fronr the irremeable way fliall thy

* feet be fmitten ; thou lhalt plunge in 

‘  the burning fiood; and though thou 

‘  ftiak'live for ever, thou fhalt rife no
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A s  the words o f  H a m et  flruck A t.- 

M o RAN with terror, and over-awed him 

b y  an influence which he cpuld'not fur- 
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m o u n t; HavM et was forced from  his 

yrefeftce, before afiy otJier orders had 

been given about him, than were im­

p lied  in the menace that was addrefled 

Hb AtMEiDA : no violence, therefore, 

was yer offered him i but he was fe- 

■cured, till the k in g’s pkafure fhould 

be known, in a duiigeon not far from 

the palace, to which he was conduded 

by a fubterraneous paffage; ar.d the 

-doorbeing clofed upon him, he wasleftin 

iUence, darknefs, and folitude, fuch as 

m ay be im a^ned before the voice o f  

she A iraighty produced Ught and life.

W hen A l m o f  an was fufficiently re- 

ccJledied to confider his lituation, he 

defpaired o f  prevailing upon A lm je id a  

^o gratify liis wilhes, till her attach­

ment to JFJamet was irreparably bro^

k e ji i
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Icen i and he, therefore, refolved to put 

him to death. W ith  *this view; he re­

peated the fignal, which convene*! the 

minifters o f  death to his prefehce; but 

the’ found was loft in a peal (rf^tKun- 

der that inftantly followed it, and the 

Genius, from whom he received the 

talifman, again ftood before him.

* A l m o r a n ,’  faid the Genius, * I

* am now compelled into riiy prefence 

‘ by-the command o f  a  fuperior pow er; 

■* whom, i f  I fhould dare to difobey,

* the energy o f  his’ will might drive me, 

in % moment, beyond the* limits o f

* nature and the reftch o f  thought, to

* fpend eternity alone, without #om-

* fort, and without hopb.’ A n d  what,’ 

faid A lm o r a n ,  * is the will o f  this 

"* m ighty andtrem endolisbeing?’ ‘ jftis

I 2 ' ‘ w ill,’
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‘  will,’ faid the Genius, ‘  I will reveal

* to thee. H itherto, thou haft been. 

‘  ecabled to lift the rod o f adverfity 

‘  againft thy brother, by powers whicli 

‘ nature has not entrufted to m an: as 

‘  -thefe powers, and thefe only, have 

‘ put him into thy hand, thou art for- 

‘  bidden to lift it againft his life ; i f  

‘ thou hadft prevailed ^againft him by 

‘ thy own power, thy own power would

* not have been reftrained ; to afRift 

‘  him thou art ftill free ■, but th/SM art 

‘  not permitted to deftroy. A t  the mo- 

‘  ment, in which i-hou fhalt conceive

* a thought to cut him off by violence, 

‘  the punifhment,j,of thy difobedience 

‘ l^all commence, and the pangs o f  

‘  death fhall be upon thee.’ ‘ I f  then,* 

faid A l m o r a n , ‘  .this awful power 

‘ is the friepd o f  H a m e t  s what y^t

‘  remains.
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♦ remairiis, in the ftoKs d i  thy wifdom, 

 ̂ for me ? ’T ill he dies. I am at once' 

‘  precluded from peace, and fafcty,

'* and enjoyment.’ ‘ L o o k  up,’ faid 

the Genius, ‘ for the iron hand o f  de- 

‘  fpair is not yet upon thea. Thou- 

‘ canft be happy, only by his de^h j 

‘  and his life thou art forbidden to

take aw ay: yet mayft thou ftill arm'

‘ hirn againft h im felf; and i f  he dies by'

* his own hand, thy wifhes will be fuH.*

‘  O  rfSTre,’ faid A l m o r a n , ‘  but th^

‘  means,, and it fliall this moment be 

‘ accomplidied !’ ‘ Sele6t,’ faid the G e­

nius, fome friend —

A t  the name o f fiiend, A l m o r #n- 

ftarted and looked round in defpair# 

H e recoileded the perfidy o f  Ofmyn 

and he fufpeded that, from the fame 

I 3 caufe^
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caufe, all w e.e perfidious: ‘  W hile 

‘  H a m e t  has yet life,’ laid he, ‘  I 

‘  fear the face o f  man, as o f  a favage 

‘ that is prowling for his prey.’ * R e- 

‘  linquifh not yet thy hopes/ faid the 

Gertius; ‘  for one, in whom thou wilt 

‘  joyfu lly  confide, may be found. L e t  

‘  him fecretly oljtain admittance to 

‘  H a m e t , as i f  by ftea lth ; let him

* profefs an abhorrence o f  thy r^ gn ,

* and compaffion for his misfortunes j

* let him pretend that the rack'ii. even

* now preparing for h im ; that death 

‘  is inevitable, but that torment may

* be avoided : let him then gi'/e him  

‘  a poignard, as “the inftrument o f  de-

* 'I’.verance; and, perhaps, his own hand 

‘  may ftrike the blow, that fhall give

* thee peace.’ ‘  But >who,’ f£ud A l m o - 

t.AN, ‘  fhall go  upon this important

‘  errand ?'
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* errand ?’ ‘  W ho,’ replied the G ehius,

* b u tth yfe lf?  H aft thou not the power- 

to affurae the form o f  whomfo«ver

*• thou wouldft have fent ?’ ‘ I would 

‘  have fent Ofm yn,’ faid A lm o r a n *  

‘ but that I know him to be .a  traitof.* 

‘  L e t  the form o f  Ofmyn then,*^faid 

the Genius, ‘  betiiiiie . T h e  fhadows 

‘  o f  the evening have now flretched 

^’themfelves upon the ea rth : com- 

‘ mand Ofmyn to attend thee alone in 

‘ the^'grove, where Solyman, thy fa- 

‘ ther, was ufed to meditate by n ig h t;

‘  and when thy form fhall be impreffed 

‘  upon him, I will there feal his eyes 

‘ in fleep, till the* charm fhall be 

‘ b ro ken ; fa  fhall no evil be^at- 

‘  tempted againft thee, and the trans- 

‘  formatioa fhall be know a only to 

“ thyfelf.’
I 4 ^LMORAXy
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A l m o r a n  ̂ whofe bread was again- 

illuminated by Hope, was about to ex- 

prefc his gratitude and j o y ; but th e  

Genius fuddenly difappeared. H e  be­

gan, therefore, immediately to follow 

the inftruftions that he had received : 

he commanded Ofmyn to, attend him- 

in the grove, and fcrbad every other 

to  approach by the power o f  the ta~ 

lifnian he aflijmed his appearance, and 

law him fink down in the fupernatural 

{lumber before him ; he then qjHkted 

the place, and prepared to vifit H a m e 't- 

in, the prilon.
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iLUi/roRAN A t fo  k a m ^ ;t.  m#

C H A P .  . x v m .

T H  E  officer who commandec? the. 

guard that Jcept the gate o f  the 

prifon, was C^led. H e was now* 

next in truft and power to O fm yn : 

but as he had propofed a revolt t o  

H a m e .t , in which Oimyn had refufed 

to concur, he knew that his life was 

now in fiis p o w er; he dreaded left, for 

fome ^ igh t offence, or in fcfrne fit o f  

caufelefs difpleafure, ,he fliould difclofe 

tlie I'ecref to A l m o r a n , who w ^ ild  

then certainly condemn him to death. 

T o  fecure this fatal fecret, and. put an 

end to his inquietude, he iVfolved,

ifom



from 'the mon?ent that A lm o r a n  was 

eftablifhed upon the throne, to find 

fonA; opportunity fecretly to deftroy 

O fm yn : in this refolution, he was con­

firmed by the enmity, which inferior 

nfinds never fail to conceive againft 

that^merit, which they cannot but en­

vy  without Ipirit to tm ulate, and by 

-which they feel themtelves difgraced 

without an effort to acquire equal ho­

n our; it was confirmed alfo by the 

hope which Caled had conceived, that, 

upon the death o f  Ofm yn, he ftiould 

fucceed to his poft': his apprehenfions 

likewife Were increafed, by the,gloom 

which he remarked in the countenance 

c£ p fm yn  •, and which not know ing that 

it arofe from fear, he imputed to jea- 

loufy and m^cvdlence.

W h en
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W hen A lm o r a n ,̂  whp had no^ af- 

fumed the appearance o f  Ofipyn, had 

palTed the fubterranean avenue to ihe 

dungeon in which H a m et  was confined, 

he was met by Caled>*of whom he de-. 

nhanded admittance to the pnnce,_. and, 

produced his own fignet, as a teftimony 

that he came w kh the authority o f  

the king. A s  if was Caled’s intereft t<> 

feciire the favour o f  Ofmyn till an op­

portunity fhould offer to cut him off, 

he received him with every poffibl^ 

mark o f  refped and reverence j an4  
when he was goneTinto the dungeoa, 

he cammanded a beverage ft) be pre­

pared for him against he fliould return, 

in which ’ fuch fpices were infufe^ 

m ight expel the malignity which, in 

that place, might be received with the 

breath o f  Hfej and taking h i» rclf the

key
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key ‘ o f  the prifon, he waited at the 

door.

W hen A i .M'Oran  entered the dun­

geon, with a lamp which he had re­

ceived from Caled, he found H a m e t  
fitting upon the ground : his counte­

nance was impreffed' with the charac­

ters o f  g r ie f; but it retained no marks 

cither o f  anger or fear. W hen he 

lookftd up, and faw the features o f  

Ofm yn, he judged that the mute's were 

behind him ; and, therefore, rofe up, 

to prepare him felf for death. A lm o - 
RAN bthffld his calfflnefs and fortitude 

■with the involuntary praife o f  admira- 

tioi\4 yet perfiited in his purpofe with­

out remorfe;. ‘  I am come,’ faid he, 

‘  by the command o f A l m o r a n , to

* dcaouncc that fate, the biitcrnefs o f

which'
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* which I will enable th|e to a v d d /  

‘  A n d what is there/*faid H a m e t ,  

‘  in my fortunes, that has promplicd 

‘ thee CO the danger o f this attempt?* 

‘ T h e  utinoit that I <?an give thee,’ 

£iid A l m o r a n , I can give thee wi.th-- 

‘ out danger to m yfelf; but th o u ^  I 

‘ have been placed,tby the hand o f for- 

 ̂ tune, near the*pcribn o f the tyrant,

‘ yet- has my heart in. fecret been thy 

‘ friend. I f  I am the meffenger o f  

‘ evil, iaipute it to him only by whom 

‘ it is devifed. T h e  rack is now prc- 

‘ paring lo  receive sjiee; and eveiy

* art o f  ingenious cruelty will* be ex- 

‘  haufted to protrad ^nd to incrcafe 

‘ the agonies o f death.’ ‘  A n d  whau’ 

faid H a m et , ‘ can thy friendfliip oner 

‘  me ‘ f^ a n  offer thee,’ faid A lm o -  

»AN, ‘ that which will at once difmilj|

£he«
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* thee to thofe rpgions, where thew ick- 

** ed ceafe from troubling, and the

* ‘ weary reft for ever.’ H e  then pro­

duced the poignard from his bofom ; 

and prefenting it to H a m e t ,  ‘  Taicc 

‘  this/ laid he, * and fleep in peace.’

H a m e t ,  whofe heart was touched 

with fudden jo y  at the fjght o f  fo un- 

expeifted a remedy for every evil, did 

not immediately refleft, that he was 

not at liberty to apply it ;  he-fnatched 

ir in a tranfport from the hand o f  A l -  

M O R A N ,  and exprefled his fenfe o f  the 

obligation by clafping him in Kis arms, 

and fliedding tlTe tears o f  gratitude in 

hss breaft. ‘ Be q u ick ,’ faid A lm  o  r a n  : 

‘  this mement I muft leave th e e ; and 

‘ m the next, perhaps, the meflengers

* o f  deftrtidlion may bind thee to tire

‘ rack.’
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rack. ‘  I  will be quidk,’ fa id i iA -  

iwET ; ‘  and the figh that ‘ Ihall laft 

‘  Unger upon my lips, fhall blefs thee.’  

T h e y  then bid each ^other farewel 

A l m o r a n  retired from the dungeon, 

and the door was again closed tipoa 

H a m e t .

Caled, who waited at the door till 

the fuppofed Ofmyn Ihould return, 

prefented him with the beverage which 

he had prepared, o f  which he recounted 

the virtues ; and A l m o r a n  received it 

with pleafure, and having eagejly drank 

it off,* returned to the palace. A s  

foon as he was alone, he refumed his 

own fig\ire, and fate, with a confident 

and impatient expedlation,* that in .a 

fnort ’ time a meffenger would .be dif- 

patched to acquaint him. wfth the death

o f

A’LMORAN A*nd R A M t T .



o f  H a m e t .  ! ^ I a m e t ,  in the mean time, 

Jiaving grafped the dagger in his hand, 

.anO raifed his arm for the blow, ‘ Thi&,’ 

faid he, ‘ is my pafTport to the realms 

‘ o f  peace, the immediate and only 

‘  objed,^ of my hope!’ But at thefe 

words, his mind inftandy took the 

alarm : ‘ L e t  me rtfleft,’ faid he, ‘ a 

‘  moment.: from wfiat can I  deprive 

‘  hope in death ?— from that patient 

‘  and perfevering virtue, and from that 

‘  alone, by which we fulfill .the tafk 

‘ that is afligned us upon the earth. 

‘  Is it not our dilty, to fuffer, as well

* as to 'a ft?  I f  my own hand gonfigns 

‘  me to the grave, what can it do bur 

‘  perpetuate that mifery, which, by 

‘  difobedience, I would Ihun ? what

* can it do, but cut o ff rny life anid

* hop^ together W ith  this reflec-

X tlon
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tion he threw the das;o;er from h k n ;
. •- •

and' ftretching himfelf l.gain upon the

ground, refigned him felf to the cfifgo- 

fal o f  the Father o f  man, m od M erci­

ful and A lm ighty.

A l m o r a n , who had nowre’folved to 

fend for the intelli^ nce which he Idfig- 

ed to hear, wa9»difp'atching a meffen- 

gcr to the prifon, when he was told 

that Caled defired admittance to his 

prefence.. A t  the name o f Caled, he 

flatted up in an extafy o f  j o y ; and 

not doubting but ’■Jiat H a m e t  was 

dead, he ordered him to be inftantly 

admitted. W hen he^came in, A l m o ­

r a n  made'no enquiry about H a m e t , 

becaufe he would nor. appear to e x w ct 

the event, wliicla yet he fuppofed he. 

had brought a|>out; he^ therefore. 

V o l .  II. K  ailed
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afked him (jinly upon what bufinefs he 

came. ‘  I come, my lord,’ faid lie, ‘ to 

‘ «apprizc thee o f  the treachery o f Of- 

‘  m yn.’ ‘  1 know ,’ laid A  l  m o  r a n ,  

‘  that Ofmyri is a traitor •, but o f  

‘  what dofl thou accufe him? ‘ A s  I 

‘  was but now,’ faid he, ‘ changing 

‘  the guard whi^rh w fet upon H a m e t,

* Ofmyn came up td the door o f  the 

‘  prifon, and producing the royal fig-

* net demanded admittance. A s the 

‘  command which I rcccived,-when he

* was delivered to my cuftody, was ab- 

‘  folute, that no’’ foot (hould enter, I 

‘ doubled whether the token Aad not

* been obtained, by fraud, for fome 

‘  <pther purpofe •, yet, as he required ad­

mittance only, I complied : but that

* i f  any treachery had been contrived,

* I m ight deleft it > and that no arti-

‘  fice
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‘  fice m ight be praflifed *to favour an

< efcape ; I waited at the door,

‘  and liftening to their difcourfe t oj(er- 

‘  heard the treafon that I fufpected.’ 

‘  W hat then,’ faid A l% io r a n , ‘ didft 

‘  -thou hear ?’ A  part o f  what was fiiid,’ 

replied Caled, ‘ eicaped m e : but I 

‘  heard Ofm yn, l^ke a perfidious**and 

‘  prefumptuouaflav'e, callALM ORAN 

‘  -a tyrant •, I heard hjm profefs an in- 

‘  violable friendfhip for H a  m e t , and 

‘  aflure him o f deilveiance. W h at 

‘  were the means, I know not •, but he 

‘  talked’ o f fpeed, in d  fuppofed that 

‘  the ^ffect was certain.’

A l m o r 'an, though he was flill im ­

patient to hear o f F Ia m e t •, and diTco- 

vered, that i f  he was deacf, his deatl^ 

was unknown to Caled-, was yet 

K  2 not-
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not^'ithftand^n^ rcjoiced at what he 

heard: and as he knew what Calcd 

toM him to be true, as the converfation 

he related had pafTed between him felf 

and H a m e t , he exulted in the pleaf­

ing confidence that he had j'et a friend 

the.{’ looms o f  fufpicion, which had in­

volved his mind, v^re ^ifllpated, and 

his countenance brightened with com ­

placency and joyl H e had delayed to 

put Ofmyn to death, only becaui'e he 

could appoint no man to fucce'td hirr, 

o f  whom his fears did not render him 

equally fuipicious ; but having now 

found, in Caled, a friend, who'fe fide­

lity had been approved when .there had 

be«,n no intention to try it •, and being 

impatient to rev^ard his zeal, and to 

inveft his fidelity with that power^ 

which would render his fervices m od

im portant;
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im portant; he took a r'\pg frorrC his 

own finger, and putting it Ufor; that 

o f  Caled, ‘  T ak e  this/ faid he, •  as 

‘  a pledge, that to-morrow Ofm yn 

‘ ihall lofe his head ; "and that, from 

‘ this moment, thou art invefted with 

‘  his power.’

Calcd h av in g  in the converfation 

between A l m o r a n  and H a m e t , dil- 

cerned indubirable treachery, which he 

im putedtoOlinyn whole appearance A i  - 

MORAN had then affumed, eagerly feized 

the opportunity to •deftroy him ; he, 

theref.ve> not trufting to the^vcnt of 

his accufation, had ifiingled poifon in 

the bowl which he prefented to A l m o -  

HAN when he came out from H amiot : 

this, however, at firft he had relblved. 

to conceal.

K 3 In
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In 'con fequ ^ fe a f  his accufation, he 

fupgofcd ’’Ofmyn -would be queftioned 

upon the r a c k ; he fuppofed alfo, that 

the accufation, ap it was true, would be 

confirmed by his confefllon; that what 

ever* he fhould then fay to the preju- 

dice*of his accufer, would be d'fbe- 

lieved •, and that, when after a few 

hours the poifon (houlii take effeft, no 

inquifition would be made into the 

death o f  a criminal, whom the bow- 

firing or the fcimitar would o'therwife 

have been employed to deftroy. But 

he now hoped to derive nev/ merit from 

an a d  o f  zeal, which A lm o r.I^  had 

approved before' it was known, by 

coivlem ning his rival to die, whofe 

death he k id  already infurfd : ‘ M ay

* the wiihes o f my lord/ faid he, ‘  be

* always anticipated •, and may it be

found.
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* found, that whatever *̂e ordairs is 

‘  already done : may Ke'accept the zeal 

‘  o f his fervant, whom he has d e li^ t-  

 ̂ ed to honour j for, before the light o f  

‘  the'm orning fhall rei^irn, the eyes o f  

‘  Ofm yn lhall clofe in eyerlafting

* darknefs.’

A t  thefe worcft, the countenance o f  

A lm o ra n  changed;* his cheelcs be­

came pale, and his lips trem bled; 

‘ W hat* then,’ faid he, ‘ haft thcu 

‘ done ?’ Caled, who was terrified and 

aftoniflied, threw him fclf upon the 

ground^ and was unable to refly. A l ­
m o r a n , who now, fey the utmoft ef­

fort o f  his'm ind, reftrained his confu- 

fion and his fear, that he iTiight learn 

the troth from Caled without diffimu-i 

lation or difguifc, raifed him from the 

K  4  ground
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groi^nd and repeated his enquiry. ‘ I f  

‘  I have ^erred,” faid Caled, ‘  impute it 

‘  n o t: when I had detefted the trea- 

‘  chery o f  Oftnyn, I was tranfported 

‘  by my zeal for thee. For ppoof 

‘  that he is guilty, I appeal now to

* him felf j for he yet liv e s : but that 

‘  he m ight not efcape the hand o f  

‘  juftice, I m in gled ,' in the bowl I 

‘  gave him, the drugs o f  death.’

A t  thefe words, A l m o r a m , ftrik- 

ing his hands together, looked up ­

ward in an agony o f  defpair and hor* 

ror, andifell back upon a fofa t{iat was 

behind him. Ceiled, whofe aftonilh- 

ment was equal to his difappointment 

and^his fears, approached him with a 

trem bling though hafly pace -, but as 

he Hooped to fupport him , A l m o -

RAN-
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RAN fuddenl)^ drew his, d a g g er^ n d  
ftabbed him to the heart; ar^d repeat­
ed the blow with reproaches and wce- 

cratio'ns, till his ftrength failed him.

In this dreadful moment, the Geniv^s 

once more appeared befofe him ; at the 

fight o f  whom he .Waved his hand, but 

was unable to ffeak. ‘  N othing/ faid 

the Genius, ‘ that ha& happened to A l - 
‘  MORAN, is hidden from me. T h y  

‘ peace. has been deftroyed alike by 

‘  the dcfediion o f  Ofm yn, and by the 

‘ zeal o f  C a le d ; thy life may yet be 

‘  prefgivedv but ic can be ^referved 

‘  only by a charm, wfcich H a m et  muft 

‘  apply.’ A l m o r a n , who had raifed  ̂

his eyes, and conceived fome languid 

hope, when he heard that he might ys*.

1 v e }
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live caft the'm again down in defpair, 

when he heard* tKat he could receive 
f »•

life,pn ly from H a m e t. ‘  From  H a - 
‘  M E T , ’ faid he, ‘ I have already taken 

‘  the power to rfave m e ; I have, by 

‘  thy counftl, given him the inftru-

* ment o f  death, which, by thy coun- 

‘  fera lfo , I urged h j^  to u fe : he re- 

‘  ceived it with joy, end he is now 

‘ doubtlefs numliered with the dead.’ 

‘ H a m et , ’ faid the Genius, ‘ is not 

‘  dead; but fi;om the fouo$ain o f vir- 

‘  tue he drinks life and peace. I f

* what I fhall proppfe, he refafes to per- 

‘  form, ijot all the powers of^earth, 

‘  and Tea, and a X v if  î hey Ihould com- 

‘  bine, can give thee l i fe : but i f  he

* complies, the death, that is now fuf- 

‘  pended over thee, Ihall fall upon his 

‘  head and thy life  fhall be again de-

‘ livered
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‘  livered to the Jiand o f  ‘ I ^ k c

‘ hafte then,’ faid A l̂ orj n̂ , ‘  and 

‘  1 will here wait the event.’ ‘  T h e  

‘ event,’ faid the Genius, ‘  is not dif- 

‘  ftaiit •, and it is the'laft <;xperiment

* which m y power can make, either 

'  upon him or th e e : wiicn: the ftar o f  

‘  the night, that «s now 'neaK the ho- 

‘  rizon, fhall fet* I will be with him.’

W hen A lm o b a n  was alone, he re- 

fleded, th a t every a<5t o f  ̂ spernatufal 

power which the G eniustliad enabled 

him to perform, had*brought upon him 

fome new c^am ity, though ft always 

promifed him fome n»w advantage. A s 

he would not impute this difa'ppoint-^ 

ment to the purpofes for wjjich he em ­

ployed the power that he had receive^, 

he indulged a jufpicion,* thaf it pro*

ceedeci
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cee^ed from ^thc perfidy o f  the Being 

by whoti\it was'beftowed ; in his mind, 

thefefore, he thus reafoned with him- 

fc lf : ‘  T h e  Genius, who has pretend- 

‘  ed to bp the"friend o f  A l m o 'r a k , 

‘  has been fecretly in confederacy with 

‘ t^AMET; why elfe do I yet figh in

* vain for Alm eidaV? and why elfe did 

‘  not H a m £ t perifh, ^hen his life was 

‘ in. my power ? B y his counfel, I per- 

‘  fuaded H am et  to deflroy h im felf; 

‘ and, in the'very aft, I was betrayed 

‘  to drink the potion, by which I (hail 

‘  b ed eftro yed : I" have been led on, 

 ̂ from nfiifery to mifery, by ine^feflual 

‘  expedients, an(? fallacious hopes. In 

‘  this crifis o f  my fate, I will not truft, 

‘  with implicit confidence, in another : 

^  I will be prefent at the interview o f  

‘  this powerful, but fufpedted Being,

‘ with
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with H a m e t *; and can tell* but 
that i f  I deteft a fraud, I nmy be 
able to difappoint i t : however pow­

erful, he i& not om nilcient; I may, 

therefore, be prcfent, unk’nown. and 

unfufpefted even by h^m, m a form 

that I can chufe by a thought;* to 
which he cannot*be confcious.’
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AIyMOaAN^AN»aAM;ET,

C H A P .  XIX.

IN  confequence o f  this refolution, 
A lj-io ra n , h^jving commanded 

one o f the ibldiers ci" the guard that 
attended upon H am et  into an inner 
room o f the palace, he ordered him 
to wait there till his return : then mak­
ing fad the door, he affumed his fi­
gure, and went- immediately to the 
dungeon •, where producing his fignet, 
he faid, he had received orders from 
the king to remain with the prifoner, 

till the watch‘txpired.

A s



A s he Cnter< ;4  without/peaking? and 

without a light, H a m e t  f'iniinued 

ftretched upon the ground, with* his. 

•face towards.the earth; and A lm o -  

RAwj having filendy retired to a re- 

niote corner o f  the place, w aited-for 

the appearance o f  the Genius.

T h e dawn o f  the morning no\  ̂

broke ; and, in a few minutes, the 

prifon fhook, and j:he*Genius appeared. 

H e  was tifible by a lambent light that 

placed around him-, andHAM ET llart^ 

ing from the ground, turned 10 the vi- 

fion wi!h reverence and,wonder: but 

as the Omnipotent was ever prefent 

to his^mind, to whom all beings in 1̂1 

worlds are obedient, and on wfaorn alone 

he relied for protedion, he was neither’ 

confufed nor af«aid. ‘ H aIhjet,’’ faid

th e
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the Genius, <* the crif^s o f  thy fate is 

‘  neaf.’ t  W ho art thou,’ faid H a m e t ,  

f aEd for what purpofe art thou come ?*

‘ I am,’ replied the Genius, ‘ an 'inha- 

‘ bitant of the world above thee ; and 

‘ to the will o f thy brother, my pow- 

‘ ev, have been obedient: upon him 

‘ they have not conferred happinefs, but 

 ̂ they have brought evil upon thee. It 

‘ -was my voice, that forbad thy rriar- 

‘ riagewith A lm e id a ;  and my voice,

‘ that decreed the throne to A l m o - 
‘  RAN : I gave him the power to al- 

‘  fume thy fo rm ; and, by me, the 

‘  hand o f oppreffionis now heavy upon 

‘  thee. Y et 1 a-iave not decreed,' that 

‘  ,he ihould be happy, nor that thou 

‘  ftiouldft be w retched: darknefs as 

‘  yet refts upon my purpofe but my

* h^art in fecrer is thy friend.’ ‘  I f

‘ thou
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‘  thou ajt, indeed my  ̂ frieildjJ^ faid 
H a m e t , ‘  deliver meTrom ^ is  jjrifon ; 

‘ and preferve HAMFx'for A lm w d a .’ 
‘ T h y  deliverance/ faid the Genius, 
‘ iriuft depend ypoii thyCdf. There
* is a charm, o f which the power.'is 
‘ g re a t; but it is,^y th^ will onl^, that 
‘ this power canabe exerted.*’

T h e Genius then held out towaVd^
•

him a fcroll, on which the feal o f fe- 

ven powers was imprefled. ‘  T ak e,’ 

faid he, ‘ this fcroll, in which the myf- 

‘  terioHs name o f Orofmades is writ- 

‘  ten. Invoke the fpirits, that refide 

‘  we’ltward from the rifmg o f  the fun ;

* and northward, *in the regions o f  

‘  oold and darknefs ; then ftretoh cTflf 

‘  thy hand, and a lamp o f fulphur, felV 

‘ kindled, fliall burn before thee. In 

‘ the fire o f  tMs lamp,, confuine that

V o l . II. L  ‘  which
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‘  wlwcH I nojw give th ee; and as the 

‘ fm<4ve,» into which it changes, fliaU 

with the air, a m ighty charm 

‘  fhall be formed, which ,fhall defend 

‘  tlree from all m ifchief: from that 

‘ "'inftanf, no poifon, however potent, 

‘ cat), hurt thee ; nor fhall any pri- 

‘ fon cohfine : in ofic moment, thou 

‘ ,(liak beredored to tlie throne, and to 

‘ A l m e i d a  ■, and the Angel o f  death, 

‘  fliall lay his hand upon thy brother; to 

‘ whom, i f  I had confided this'laftbeft 

‘ efloi'tof my power, he would have fe- 

‘ cured the good to himfelf, and have

* transferred the evil to thee.

A l m o r a n , who had liftened unfeen 

to this addrefs o f the Genius to 

MST,  w a s  now confirnitd lii his fulpki- 

ons, that evil had been ultimately in­

tended* again ft him •, and that he had

bccT)
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been elrtangled' in r^e toils o f pcrfidyi' 

while he believed himfelf to be 

by thcefibrts o f  frifnd<hip; he wa^alip. 

convinced, that by the Genius he was 

not known to be. prefent.• H.4M£T^ 

however, ftood ftill doubtful,. antl-.Ai.- 

MORAN was kept filent by his ^ars, 

‘•W h oever rhou-'art,’ faid "FI a m e t ,

‘ the condition o f  the advantaged whi(;h, 

‘  thou haft offered me, is fuch as it 

‘  is not lawful to fu lfill: thefe horrid

* rites, and this conimcrce with unholy

* powers, are prohibittd to mortals ir̂

‘  the Law  o f life.’ ‘ 5 ee thou to that,’ 

faid the Genius : ‘ Good and evil arc 

‘  before thee that^which I now oflcr 

‘  thee, I will offer no more.’

H a MET, who had not fortitude to 

give up at once the poffibilify o f  fe- 

L  2 curing.
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curing tTie advantages that had bv’ en of­

fered,c and who wasleduced by human 

frailty to deliberate at leait open the 

choice; ftretched out his hgnd, and rc-> 

ceivjng thrftro ll, the Genius inftantly 

difap}3eared. T hat which Lid. been 

propr>fed as a trial o f his virtue, A l -  

M O R A N  believed indt;ed t o  be a n  offer 

uf advantage •, he had nc5 hope, there­

fore, but that H a m e t  would refuTe 

the conditions, and t h a t  he lliould be 

able to obtain the talifman, a r ,d  fulfill 

them him felf: he judged that the mind 

o f  H a m e t  was i'h fufpcnfe, and was 

dotibtful*?© which fjde it might finally 

Incline he, therefore, inftantly aflumed 

fhe voice and the perlbn o f GLmar, that 

by the influence o f his council he 

trilght be able to turn the fcaie.

3  W hen
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W hen the change w f s he

called H a  WET by his'namC:,; and H a - ‘ 

MET, •ŵ io knew the vbice, anf^ered. 

him in a tranfport o f joy and wonder :

‘ M y friend,’ fajd fie, ‘  .my father!

* in this dreary folitude, in tViŝ  hour

* o f  trial, thou art welcome .tp my 

‘  foul as liberty!and life! Guide me 

‘  to thee by ?hy voice ; and tell qie^

* «?hile I hold thee to*my bofom, how

* and wherefore-thou art come ?’ ‘ D o 

‘  not now alk me,’ ftid A lm o r a n  :

‘ it is enough that I am here ; and 

‘  that I am permftted to warn ihee o f  

‘  thejprecipice, on which tilou ftand- 

‘ eft. It is enough, that concealed in 

‘  this darknefs, I have overheard tf)c 

‘  fpecious guile, which fpme evil dei- 

‘ mon has pradifed upon thee.’ ‘  jt 

‘  then certain,’ laid H iAME’t , ‘ that

L  2 ‘ this



« thiicbiing iscCVil ?’ ‘  ]̂ s not that be- 

‘ ing eviljrfaid A lm o r a n ,’ ‘ whopro- 

‘ pofcs  evil, asf the c o n d it io n g o o d  ?’ 
‘ Shall I then,’ faidHAMEx,^ ‘  renounce 
‘ 1T17 liberty and life ? T h e rack is now 
‘ ready i '^nd, perhaps, the next mo- 
‘ meRj:, its tortures will be inevitable.’ 
‘ L e t  me'aflc thee tH^n,’ faid A l m o -  

•' R.AN, ' ‘ to preferve thy life, wilt thou 
‘ deftroy thy foul ‘ O ! ftay,’ laid 
H a m e t— ‘ L et me .not be tried too 
‘ far! L e t the ilrength o f H im  who is 
‘ Almighty, be manifeft in my weak- 
‘ nefs !’ H a m e t  then paufed a few mo­
ments •, out he was no longer in 
doubt: and A l c o r a n ,  who difbe- 
lieved and defpifed the arguments, by 
■which he infendcd to perfuade him to 
rehounce what, upon the fame condi­
tion, be was" impatiei>t to fecure for

himfclfj
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hitnfelf, conceived’h<^es?chat hie f|iouId 

fiiccced i  and t^ofe hopes were inftantly 

confirmed.’ ‘  T ake tfecn,’ faiU^HA- 

MET, ‘  tliis unholy charm-, and fe- 

‘ move it far frort n?e, as the faads o f  

‘ Alai from the trees o f Oman',*left^4 n 

 ̂ Ibme dreadful hour, " my virtue may 

‘ fail me, and thy counfel may be want- 

‘  in g!’ Give it me then,’ faid A lmo- 
R AN i and feeling for the hands o f  each 

other, *he fnatched it from him in an 

extafy of joy, and inftaritly refuming his 

own voice and figure, he cried our, 

‘  A t  length I have^prevailed : and life 

‘  and love, dominion and r'jvenge, arc 

 ̂ novi at once in my hand !’ •

H a MET heard and knew the* voice
1 3

o f his brother, with aftohifhment •, Jsut 

it was too late to vvifh thgt hejiad with­

held
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held ti) .e  charntj, which his virtue would 

not permit Jlitn to ufe. ‘ Y e t  a few 

Spioiiients pafs»,’ iaid A lm o iv n ,  ' and 

‘  thou art’ nothing.’ who

doubjed not.of the power o f  the -ta- 

lifrnan,' and knew that A l m o r a n  had 

no principles which would reftrain him 

from ufmg it to his de,ftrudion, refign- 

,ed himfelf to death, wi«Jioa facred jcy 

that he had efcaped from guilt. A l- 

MORAN then, with.an elation o f  mir^d 

«bat fparkled in, his eyes, and glowed 

vipon his cheek, ftretched out his hand, 

in which he held the fcroll; and a lamp 

o f burning fulphur was immedkteJy 

fufpendcd in the air before hina ; he 

held the myfterious writing in the flame; 

and ivs it began to burn, the place 

ftxopk with reiterated thunder, o f  which 

every pc^l was more terrible, and more

loud.



loud. H^METpwrappin^^s robe {found 

him, cried out, ‘ In the foun jain  o f  

‘  L ife  th:r ̂  flows fot ever, let myllTe ^

‘  mingled 1„ L e t me not be, as i f  1 had 

‘  never Ij'een •, but ftill cojifcious ctf my 

‘ being, let me ftill glqrify.H i’mf-irOm 

‘ whom it is dferived, and be ftill ia p p y  

‘  in his love !’

A l m o r a n ,  who was .abforbed in 

the anticipation "o f his. own felicity, 

heard rae thunder witho'ut dread, as the 

proclamation o f' his triumsph : ‘ L e t

‘  thy hopes,’ faid 'he, ‘ be thy por-

* tio,r. i and the pleafures Biat I have 

‘  Teciired, ftiall be rnine.’ A s  he pro­

nounced thefe words, lie ftarted as a*', a 

fudden pang j his eyes became fixed, 

and his pofture immoVeable; yet-his 

fenfes ftill" reniaihed, and he |)ercejved

the
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the Genius oa*,_^more te ftand before 

him.  ̂ AiM ORAN,’ faid he, ‘  to the 

founds which thou fhaH’ hear, let 

‘  tkine ear be attentive ! the fpirits 

‘  that rejoic^ to fulfill the purpofe o f  

‘  the" Alm ighty, I am oiVe. T o  H /

‘  MET  ̂ and to A l m o  r a n , I have been 

‘ commiffioned from above : I have 

‘ Been appointed tb perfedt virtue,’ by 

‘  a d v e r fity ; and in the fo lly  n f her 

‘ own projeds,,to entangle vice T h e 

‘  charm, which could be formtd only

* by guilt, has power only to produce 

‘  m ifery: o f  every good, which thou, 

‘  A l m o r a n , wouldft have fecure'd'by' 

‘  difobedience, the oppofite evil is thy 

‘  portion •, and o f  every evil, which 

‘  thou, H a Ub t , waft, by obedience,

‘  ■willing to incur, the oppofite good is

* befto.wed upon thee. T o  thee, H a-

METk
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* .ME'f, are nsw g jv ^  »tlie thrftnC <sf 

*' thj?father, and AiMEiDA^A.nd thopV

* A l m o i n ,  who, 'wjiile I (pea^, f-<t 

‘  incorporasingwifh the eartji,-Ihalt.re- 

‘  main, ii'hrough dll genera'ions,. a" m f- 

i  morial o f  the truths .^which thy life 

‘  has taught I*

A t  the woras- o f. the GeniiJs, the 

earth trembled beneath^ and above the 

walls oT the prifon'tiifappei^red : the fi­

gure oi* A l m o i( an , wfeich was har­
dened mto ftone, expanded by degrees s 

anti a rock, by w h iA  his form and at­

titude are ftill rudely exprefleB*, became 

at bnce' a monument o f  hk? punilhment 

and his guilt.

Such are the events recorded by A g- 

MET, the "defc<yidant o f  tha A g p h et,

5 and
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and the prea^i.er o f  righ teoufnefi! for  ̂

to A qhztS that which pafTed in fecret 

Mias revealed by the A n gel r.f inftruc- 

tidn, that tRe world might, know, that, 

to the w icted, increiife o f  p^wer is m- 

cr’eafe o f wret-chednefs; 'and that thô /* 

who i-cndemn the fo lly 'o f an attempt 

to defeat the purp’ofe o f a Gfenins, 

might no longer hope to dlude the ap­

pointment o f the M oft H igh.
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