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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE following lctters, written by a Licutenant in the Bengal
Cavalry, have commanded the applaufe of every man in India, and
the approbation of the Right Hon. the Prefident of the Board of
Controul, who hefitated not, with the manly hberahity that fo
ftrongly marks his charadter, to bear a willing teftimony to the me-

rits even of an obfcure and anonymous writer.

It cannot be doubted but that the approbation of Mr. Dundas will
be a ready paflport of the tbllowing fheets, to the candid confidera-
tion of every man who is interefted m the profperity of our Indian

poflcfhions, and fecls for the oppreflion and mufery of fome millions

of his fellow crcatures.
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LETTERS, &

To Sir Joun SHore, Buri

Oude, Fune 1793.
Sir,

THE importance of the following refletions, which are the refult of long
experience, and a minute knowledge of the Nawab Vizier's counuy,
will, it is hoped, be an apology for chis intrufion, from a perfon who has no
other means of conveying his fentiments to you. They were thrown hattily
together on the departure of his Excellency’s minifters for Calcutta, with the
declared intention of effeting fome change in the exiting engagements with
the Compan‘{, and are addrefled, I truft, with peculiar propricty to you, to
whom T fhall take the further liberty of addreffing fuch elucidacions, as the
fubje@® may feem to require. Should this effort, in any manner, contribute
to bring relief to the wretched inhabitants of this diftracted country, it will be
a heartfelt gratification to me, and all the reward I expeét or hope.

Confidering the immenfe advantages which the Honourable Company derive
from their connection with the Nawab Vizier, and the minute attention they pay
to whatever may promote their own profperity, and fupport their intereft m the
Eaft, it is a matter of furprife and aftonifhment, that they have never tuken
any meafures for the improvement of his country ; nor even ufed the common
precautions which prudence diftaces, or goed fenfe direfls, for its defence and
permanent fecurity. A too literal adheredce to their engagements, and a
ftudious, perhaps & colpable compliance with the prejudices of an interefted
party in , may have hitherto prevented any interference in the ingerior
management of his couatry. But to & cool and difpaflionate mind, not biafled
by prejudice, nor by intereft, theirecondué to him, ever fince he has
been placed on the Mufnud, would sppear, rather that of an infidious enemy,
{yftematically devifing means for his deftruction, than gs friends and progeftors
wnited in the fume views, and the fame interells,

The enormous fumw in fpecie which the{ have drawn Rom hiln; the duties
which they levy on the few articles which his country plpduces for gma-
s o
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tion ; and above all, the continued annual drain of near one-third of a fubfidy,
paid exprefsly for the defence of his dominions, have a tendency obvioyfly
pernicious, and, added to the fundamental dgfc&s in the government, have,
fince the demile of Sujah Dowlah, reduced his revenue * upwards of a crore
of rupees, (1,000,000l fterling) per annum. It is obvious that fuch a fyftem,
of conunued, mult terminate 1n the entire ruin of the country; the eyds,
which it has already produced, are of an alarming magnitude :1 emigrations
are frequent: cultivation has beem on the decline for many years ; and, st the
prefent time, the Company’s troops ftationed in his country, arc f_ubﬁﬂ;ed by
the fupplies which they draw from the Mirzapore and Benares diltiiéts, Pro-
perty is infecure.  Murders and robbeiies are daily committed, and pais unpu-
nithed, and even unnoticed.  Ultimately, there is ncither police nor efficient

vernment in his country. Thele fa&s are undeniable, and prove the necef-
ity of the Company extending, without delay, their paternal care to the fub
jels of a friend and ally, whofe profperity 1s fo intimately blended with our

owil.

When the difpofition of the Vizier, the charaéer of his minifters, and the
nature of his gavernment, are confidered, 1t will not be diffcult o difcover the
caufes, winch, joined with his hitherto pernicious conne@ion with the Com.
pany, have reduced his country to the wretched ftate in which we now con-
template it

Bred up in habits of indolence and pleafure, and with an unconquerable
averfion to bufinefs, the Vizier allows the adininiftration of his government to
fall into fuch hands, as, he thinks, will contribute moft largely to the granfica-
tions of his favourite purfuits, The } oftenfible minifter is weuk, 1gnorant,
and voluptuous. The § alting one has litde to recommend him, befide &
knowledge of the common forins of office ; he has neither firmnefs of mind nor
talents for a ftation above that of head mutfuddee, (a writer or clerk in an of-
fice) from which he has been lately raifed, Both have 3 pafiion for money,
and lofe no means by which it may be procured : the one to difplay an often-
tatious magnificence; the other to hoaid, as is the pradice of all his cafl,
In no court are the vices of venality and corruption carried 1o greater lengths
than in that of Lucknow. The government of a large ditri& is often fold to

* Robilcond (excluGve of Fuzulla Kban's Jageer) produced under the.government of the
Ilnhﬂ?n in &;n\-g ninctrﬁx lacks of ru&c:s. Aft:' tle:nuqueﬂ. in 17740 1t was lﬂtfur:ifghtyr
four lacks of rupees. In the yeny 178 for fiftyfive tacks. In the year 1790 for torty-five
Iacks; and this yenr, qu‘hﬁme sbove kicks have becn realined, ‘

. In the sbove peri re was a fu of sbove ten awmifs. Than this faé-nothing
ean place iu a fiyonger point of view the miferable iate of the Vizier's government.  The des
a«ém m:u the reveaues of Goruckpore, Banly, and Banaitch, fas been {hill greatgr than, in Ror

+ Goruckpore and the fitics snrgmmmw?;}ummhnmimmwmwu
populated. years fetlement onathan Duncan, Efg. in the zémin-
dn? ofmﬁmmn minxulw the province of lilahabed bas loft one-fourth of ?:qmn i tl.

g;ﬁth Tekkat R ‘
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¥l Higheft' bRIZE, 2l nok dfrequently the réwatd of miond difgrateful to
vt axtbré; aid at whith’ hictanity révalts,®  No arithition is paid to characs

f he cite of Al (mvertis ahdcolleiont f ifrids) sithoughin:

bkl with Bouridlefs power Rivitiy ¢ arid death id chéir hands, Such men
: & fq no chetk or' contrdul; and confciods of being’ dally lable w U&
di %Mg:ﬁur.&m&&:w ori¢' who can bribé highier, cannot be fup?
paied co B ikterEted inf'the inviprovértiént of the coaniry: Théir fole objec 14
0’ ikl oy 38t the Whetchet Inifbandmdaty, uidble to procure res
dres, 1§ condpielTell do TubrliiTeo”whing he cofiders his deftity, or by a'plinfil
doriquitt’ ovér hJ:‘ gréfﬂd'rtés, fiy’ to ¥ rhore happy diftriQs under the
govetnthent’ of the" Compiby.

The imtivenR bady of uw&: mhintkined by the Aumils undet the denontie
natidn: of Mufayenns, and-thé enormons deduftions which are' made on that
account from the revenues, may alfo be mhefiridned as principal caufes of rhe
rapid decline of the country. Thefe troops, which are kept up for the avowed
purpofe of enforcing the coliefions, conlit’ of about forty eight thoufand in-
fantry, and thirteen thoufandcavalry;.atid with their guns and ammunution, coft
the Vizier annyslly sbove fevepty=five lacks of rupces. Befides being a heavy
burthen to the ftate, this cabble, without difcipline or fubordination, keeps
the country in perjiérust’watfare and diforder, from the continual adts of op-
prefBoh which they are in the habit of committing on the induftrious farmer
and mechanic, (See Abflradl Statement, &c. at the end of the letter.)

No profpeét remains that the Nawab, or his minifters, will voluntarily fet
about retifying abufes, or think of eftablithing a regular fyftem for the col-
letion of the revenue, or the adminiftration of juftice, founded on the principles
of reafon and equity. The éxcellent fyltem in force in the Company’s pro-
vinces would afford them an admirable example, had they the good of the fub-
jeét or the profperity of the country at heart; but thefe are ideas that have
never entered the mind of either, nor ever will, unlefs imprefled by a decided
interference of the Company. The propriety, and even the neceflity of fuch
an interference is no longer a queftion; for {urely the profperity of one of the
fineft countries in Hindoftan, and the happinefs of fome millions of fubjects,
are not o be facrificed to a miftaken and reprehenfible delicacy, or putin com-
petition with the wifhes of a few, who have been their plunderers and tyrants.

But until the fubje fhall engage the attention of Parliament, effectual re-
lief cannot be expetted. It may, however, bg hoped that the famg humanity
which diGtaed the Mukurreree fyltem, now eftablifhed in the Company’s pro-
vinces, will recommend a fimilar one for the Vizier's dominions. The go-
vernment in India ought in the mesntime ta ufe every means in their power to

% A bearer {¢hairman -keeper, arderlies, and many others of the lowelt calts, and

moft detefiable (clhr»k&m): f‘nmcm rated to places of the h{ghcﬁ tdft and ref] onfibilicy, re.
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retard the progrefs of the alarming evils, until they fhall receive authority for
eradicatng them entirely. By ftriking off the duties on the manufactures and
productions of his country, they might give encouragement to the trade, which
the enterprizing fpirit of a few individuals of the Britifh nation has introduced,
By putting a Eop to the drain of fpecie, they would give new life and vigour
to induftry and cultivanon. ‘Chey might recommend to the Vizier to abolifh
the ruinous eftablifhment of the Mutayenna troops, and in the event of agree-
ing to mcreafe the fubfidy to eighty-five lacks (which he might eafily do trom
the faving this meafure would induce) they might engage to furnith him
with troops that would not only better promote the end for which the Mu-
tayenna are kept up, but be a check on the oppreflions and enormities of the
Aumils. An augmentation of our Native baualions, and the eftabhfhment
of a refpectable body of cavalry, would thus be obtained ; objeés not more
effential to the defence and fecurity of the Vizier's dominions, than to the
prefervation of the peace of Hindoftan.

1 am, S,
With all due refpe&t,
Your moft obedient,
Humble fervant,
Clvils.

ABSTRACT



ABSTRACT STATEMENT er rne EXPENSES of rax VIZIER's MUTAYENNA TROOPS,

Cavalry. Infanuy. .
. . rpenle of
STATIONS. —_—— T Artillery. &uta;:na with Imﬂ ;f
Number f Amount of Number of Amount of cach Aumil, tpen
Men Expente Men Expnfe.

Corab, Etawa, &¢. &c. - 2,550 | 9.80,954 14 o} 9,053 $96,066 © of 90,619 © ol 16,76,643 14 J
Roln cund — - 1,740 | 4:90,616 14 0 654y3 | 4:55:8,0 10 11 47,000 © O 999,513 8§ 1
Khyrabad and Mbamdy, — goz | #21450 B o 7092 25,375 © CJ §is503 12 0 8,8,739 4 o
Ghoonda and Amora — 310 | ,0n,3123 oo 2,328 n28%295 0 14,079 00 2,4i,088 o o
Barel.y, Dalmow, Reddowly, &c. 339] 17825 6| 1,761 Lagsyz 8o 4535 © 0 226,852 13 o
Atrmty and Rampore - 181 Th413 4 C 870 68,619 © o 15356 40 160,367 8o
Sylaah — —_ 1t 12.408 oo 1. 82 49593 © of 8,996 10 1 90,991 10 1
Sullanpore -— -_— =39 ] 155,655 10 0f 3,635 112,317 © 9 15,000 © g; 3,82,972 10 o
Sundelu Milleabad — 330 | 98473 8o ;53| 27187 oo 085 o0 1,3%745 80
Azemgur and Mahole — 875 | 3,070,544 11 2] 2,760 | 1,30485 ©of 31,400 © o 469,429 11 2]
Acburpore — —_ 400 | 1,110,407 ©O Of 1,14 4g125 oo 16,414 00 1,84,006 o o
Sandy and Shahabad — 218 §40iz 0O of 1,000 36,250 © of 10,472 © o 1,014,364 o of
Achmeh Sundeln ahlleabsji Ft) 9180 oo 679 27,466 o of 5741 00 42,387 o of
T he Saye — —_ 18 5127 Bo 213 14,362 8 o — 59,490 © o
Furruckabad — —_ 100 | 24,5¢0 O ¢f 1,000 4,000 0 ¢ - 64,200 o

By fwarrzh — —_ 257 54,976 o0 o 2,600 8,000 © d 24.432 0 o] 1,49,388 o 3
Allahabad - —_ 209 | 62,700 0 0f 3,000 0000 0o 10002 ool 1,68,700 o o
Purtabgur - —_ 250 | 90000 © of 1,000 30255 oo 123,757 89 139007 8¢
Luckngw « - — 5 1,821 12 o 150 5427 8 0 - 7259 4 ¢
Mohon — — 3 1,235 © 0O 75 4,368 o c -~ 5,603 o of
Goruckpore _— — 688 | 2,096,648 o0 o] 13,8;0| 2,8nb651 20 32,000 O O} §,20,299 3 ©
Mannooabawty  —  — 74 7323 oo ~ao{ 108;5 oo 7000 oo 15168 o0
Sahlone —_ — 252 87,940 0 0, 2,200 §C,CO00 0O 3,000 © O} I,40,040 O O
Sooratgepore = — 123 | 3607 8o syg| andro ool Bigg oo o553 4c
Bridgenore, &c. — 287 99,040 0 0O —_ —_ - 99,040 o 3
Lucknow — - 1,590 | 6,375,130 © 4007 | 318,198 12 of 1,GLE7T © O 16,907,905 i2 O

13,153 141,85,476 7 zf 48,715 1 28,327,406 13 1 5,009,778 3 ll 7,522,661 6 0

N. B Thefe troops are emploved folcly 1n enforcing the
:rd and attend on the perfon of the Nzbob;

roops{ that

body bf cavalry, totally without order or difcip ine.

collef¥ans of the revenur, there beng, exclufive of them, the huzzooree, or hon‘ehold
they confit of feveral butahens of fepoys, alirge traw of artllers, and a confiderable

)
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7o Sir Joun Suore, Bart.

Siz, Oude, Fuly 18, 1793.

ON the departure of the Nabob Vizier's minifters for the prefidency, I took
the hberty of addrefling fome reflcétions to you on the ftate of the
cauntry, 1 the hope that 1 thould draw your humane attention to the con-
fideration of the muferable fituation of 1ts inhabitants. The obvious
caules of the rumn which s impending over it were theremn depited with
moceration and truth, and, [ truft, amply prove the neceflity of the Bengal go-
vernment extending, wichout delay, thew paternal care to avert che evil. 1
fhall occafionally continuce to add fuch refleltions and facts as appear neceflary
to the further chuciiavon of this iruportant fubjét.

It is a vuth umveifally admitted, that the {ubje@ts undet alllarbitrary govern-
ments are happy or imfuable in proportion to the wifdom or depravity of their
rulers, and perhaps it has never been more forcibly evinced than in the example
afforded by a companiion of the Company’s government with that of the Nabob
Vizier's.  The Compiny, with the grant or conqueft of their provinces, natus
rally acquited the power of ruling their fubjects by the fame arbitrary maxims
by. which they had hithe:to been governed, but have wifely relinqmifhed that
rightin a very grear meafure, and eftablithed o fyftem more liberal and jult;
therr fubjeéts confequently enjoy a degree of happinefs and of increafing profpe-
rity, unhnown in any other pait of Hindoftan. The firiking trats in the
Nabob Vizier’s government ttrongly rddemibke thofe of his * charaéter and dife
pofition, which have been alicady given, and we fufficiently well knownto make
any repetivion of them here unneceffary. No fixed (yftem, no polfcc, no courfs
of yuftice, the unhippy lubjects in his doninions are left expoled to rapacity:
and oppreffion, and 1n the anarchy and confufion which is the'inevitable confe-
quence, cultivation s neglected, and trade and manufaltuies fuffered ro decay,
Having menuoned 1n a tormer communication the advantages which the Comp
pany doive from this country, and alfo that the heavy drain of fpecie which they
have made fiom it, was one of the caufes of s dechine, the fo]lo“mg ftate-
ment i given in proof of thefe alleirtjons 5 it will fhew the total amount which
they have received from hence in the laft twenry yeare) and in the propértion

P
* 4 Nradef aletter from the Gevermor-gemeral in Cownaly o the Conrt of Diredlers, dated 4d
& kelruary, 1774 ’

Pasagtaph 4t Jut betore the Wziers death (6th February) he wrote a lerer tg the go-
vernor general, which was atterwards tranimitted ro s addrefs by Dahomed Elich Khan, his
mimfter and favourite fervant, sccompanied by one from 'himfelf; by thefc lewters it & oears
that Mirza Amanay, otherwife called Afoot ul Dowlali, had bis father’s pofitive nominmfyfa to
# the fuccethon, and thoygh by all actounts he potfefles nesther the quatites of the heart nor head
+ u‘\ml to the ftation wo Which heis thus called, we have nof &s yet any reafon to thank that his nght
# will be difpured.”
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of his government, and knows this country, will readily give credit to thei.
affertions ; they alfo declare, that under the management of the Company, it
is ftill capable of being raifed to this fum, and do not hefitate to exprefs their
hope, that the day is not dittant when that defirable event will take place,
an event that would fecure to them their lives, their property, and the fruits of
their induftry.

The unfettled ftate of the Nabob Vizier’s country and government in 1784,
and the reafons which induced the Governor General to wific Lucknow, are
too well known to need relation here; it will fuffice to ftate, that he found
only 1,79,75,504 rupees had been realized that year, and that the following
fettlement was made by his advice and at his recommendation for five years,
with men recommended by the minifter as the moft refpeable and trult-wor-
thy, (Sec dccount, &c. at the end of the keiter.) Viz. For

Rupees.
1784-5, or Fuflullee year, 1192 - - - 2,20,65,6 30
1785-6, or ditto, - 1193 - - - 2,44,50,404
1786-7, or ditto, - 1164 - - - 2,66,05,326
1787-8, or dito, - 1195 = - - 2,87,11,326
1788-9, or ditto, - 11g6 - - - 3,06,93,036

He* was, however, extremely deccived in the opinion he formed of the
the Vizier and his minifter, if he was fo fanguine as to hope that they would
carry through the plan of fettlement which he had formed with fo much care:
few of the engagements lafted moreg than two years, and many of them only one ;
all reverted to the old fyftem of rapaciry and oppreflion, and the collections of
the prefent year w.ll fall fhort even of thofe of 1784, when they were at the
loweft ¢bb of depreflion,

Much yet remains to be faid regarding the trade, the foil, and cultivation;
but 1t fhall be referved for a future occafion, having already trefpafied too long
on your time and patience.

1 am, Sir,
With due refpet,
Your devoted Servaat,

ClVIis,

* ‘This fettlement proves that the Governor Genersl was of opinion that the country wonld
with eafe produce upwards of three crores of rupees pagannum; and from his own extenfive
Jocal knowledge, and the fervices and information he could command, it is fair to conclude

that his opinion was juft and well-founded.
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%o Sir Jonn SwHore, Eart,

Oude, 28tk Fuly, 1793.
Sir,

I‘\T purfuance of my promife I proceed to make fome obfervations on
the trade and cultivation of the Nubob Vizier’s doa intone, and fall do st
with the freedom and candour which truth demand, vufling that 1 fhall obian
credit when [ declare that T am aluated folely by humane monves, and ners
ther dread reprehenfion nor hope for reward, other than the tatsfa@ion of une
who endeavours well.

In Great Britain and other countries, where trade has artained a degree of
perfection, and the principles on which it is conduéted are beiter defined and
underftood than they aie in this quarter of the globe, the taxes and duties on
each arucle, the exports and impotts of each Rate, aie eally afceitaned; but
in 2 country like this, (Oude) where trade may be termed in its irfancy, the
only poffible mode of afcertaining the duties levied on each arucle, or of judg-
ing of the extent of its imports téom, or exports to, the Company's dominions,
is either from an infpe@ion of the Cuftom-houle books, or fiom the commu-
nications of merchants concerned in the chiferent branches of the trade carried
on in the country, who muft neceffarily have obtained a confidetable degree of
knowledge in the refpeftive articles to which their attention has been direéted.
The firft mode not being practicable, and many difficulries lying in the way
of obtaining a general knowledge by the latter, I fhall not be able to enter fo
minutely into the fubjeét as I could with, though I hope fufficiently fo to an-
fwer the purpale in view.

The conduét obferved with refpect to the trade between the two countriess
firlt prefents itfelf to confideration. This 15 regulated by whar istalled a Com-
mercial Treaty ; the term is, I fuppofe, given for form’s fake: but as it may
tend to miflcad people, and make them imagine that as treaties are generally”
well difcuffed, and pretty evenly arranged with refpe@ 1o the interefts of the
refpedive countries between which thﬂ{ are contratted before they are ratifiéd,
fo of courfe the treaty with his Excellency thg Vizier'was fully approved of
before agreed to. It is neceffary to obferve, that the treaty was prefented to the
Nabob with merely a congé delire, or rather not fo much, as he durft not re-
fufe to ygree to a propofal coming from the Gdvernor General; and inftead of
the pompous opening with which it at prefent commences, it would have been
much more agreeable to truth to begin, like othgr official informations—‘ By
* order of the Governor General.”

E This
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This treaty, after mentioning a number of articles and the“arzﬁunt :)ifthcut\;?
to be pud upon them, contains a claufe moft fi gular, le.l. uton het o8
*“ the contraéting paruc, may impole what duties they think proper' excse .
« coming through or being the pruduce of ther rcf;ze&lvc C%L{ntl.tl%,‘ wt-)r
“ on cotton coming fiom the Decan.’'—From this 1t ieems to be lm the po |
of either parry to put a ftop to any particular branch ol ttadc, hut 1t] {f;i
throws the whole power into the hands of the Governor Generai, as hie [ha
only occafion 1o requeft the Nabob to lay a hc:.wy tax upon any artcle an)c:w }:5
to prevent being inported nto the Company’s dominions. Such has been the
cafe with indigo, which, although an article that not only employs a great nums-
ber of people in the cultvation and mannfature of 1t, but allo tends confide-
rably to mcreafe cultivation, and of courfe the 1. venues of the country have re-
ceived fo great a check by the heavy duties levied upon it, amounting to feven
rupees twelve annas per maund, that it muft gradually fall off. Suvgar, an ar-
ucle now 1 great demand, and that nught become equally beneficial to cul-
uvation and the revenues of the country, is fhackled with a duty of ten per
cent.  Opium, falt-petre, cloths, and in fhort every article which the country
produces for exportation (and they confilt of a great vanety) 1s buithened
with a heavy and[ vexatouy_tax : but an article fill more fingular, excludes
Rohilcund enurely from the treaty, or any benefit that could be derived fiom
it 2 what 1s to be nferred from this exclufion 2 Either that the Nubob’s title to
this country is doubeful, or that the partics agree to fet it apart for wanton rapa-
city, and fiom the conduét obferved towards it, one would be inchined to be-
hieve the latter; a duty of wear thuty per cent 1s laid on 1ndigo, fugai, and other
arucles produced in 1t for exportation, which being equivalent to a prohibition,
wili totally flop the culuvation of thefe articles.  Broad cloths, and the pro-
ductions of Bengal, for which there i~ an extenfive demand v Rohilcund and
the adjoining countries, are excluded by enormous and artbinary duties,

Yet even the complimentary form of the order being 1ffucd 1n the Nabob’s
name, has not always been attended to, but an arucle coming thirough his couns
try, and affording a large revenue, which il promifed ro increale, viz, falt,
has been peremptorily ordered to be confifcated, 1f imported into the Com-
pany’s dominions, as the order flates that it 1s found to be deftrutive of the
profits the Company have long enjoyed from the mouopoly of that arucle.

In the treaty 1t is agreed upon that all atticles not mentioned (under which
head comes fait) thall pay an itpport duty of five per cent.  Swuicly this implies
a toleration of fuch articles: could this adt be defended in 2 court of juftice
after fuch an agreement? Would not damages be given on fuch a confifcation

But let us pafs over a fubje@ fo little worthy attention as the dignit; of the
Nabab is: let us confider the effect this prohibition has on the poor induftrious
inhabicants of the Company’s provinces, who bear without repining an enor-
mous profit extortcd trom them on an article, one of the principal neceflaries

of life; who facrifice lifcitfelf in the producing that article, and for what p?r-
pole ?
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pofe’Ts it to enrich the country * To open canals? To make roads ? To en-
dow hofpitals for the relief of the fick 2 To affurd fuftenance for the poor ?
Not it v to ennich 2 body of people who unhappily prefer the narrow chica-
nery of a counting-houfe, to the noble and bemgnant principles of legiflation,
Such was the inmenfe fupenority of the fale alluded to, that in a year remarke
able for the quantiy manufa@ured in the Company’s domimons, afier the ex-
pentes of lind caniage for 200 coffe, after 1ts charges, amounting to upwards
of 300 per cent. on the prime colt, being defrayed, yet was it preferred both in
price and quality to that prowided by the Company. O wretched people !
where your rulers are monopohizers, and let you peuth or give up your pro-
perty rather than abate thewr mhuman profits.

And yet does this inhuman meafure deprive them of a greater profit than
they gun. A learned wricer (Di. Adam Simith) obferves, that a tax upon the
neceflartcs of Lfe acts m the fame manner as a tax on the wages of labour, and
muft ulumately i the fame maaner fall upon the confumer. In the Company’s
dommions, therefore, as they are the principal and almoft only confumers of
the labour of the inhabitants, th's tax muft revert upon them.  This falt has
principally been confumed in Bahar: will not being obliged to pay higher for
1t than ufual affect the puce of oprum, and thus injure the profits trom another
monopoly and every other commercial produétion ?

With refpet to indigo, nothing can be mare extraordinary than the man-
ner 10 which it 1 managed.  The Company recommend every encouragermnent
being given to its culuvauon, yet will not fuffer an European to hold a farm
in thar domimons.  If he goes to the Nabob's, there 1s a duty of thirteen per
cent. impofed, although 1t 1s well known 1t niuft come through the Company’s
dominions. In each ot thefe caies the N 1bob’s revenue fuffers; on the falt he
gets a duty of four annas per waund, and, as has been obferved, the indigo trade
has been a moft bencficial one 1o his country, and would be @till more {o were
it not for the heavy duties.  How much more noble would it be, inftead of
enriching one country at the expenfe of anoiher, to endeavour to enrich both,
abohfh taxes at once on all merchandile, throw the trade completely open be-
tween the two countries, and allow indultry a free exertion of her powers.
The benefits which the Vizier’s dominions would derive from it are too evident
to need being infilted on.  The wcreafe of the revenue caufed by the increafe
of the trade would make up tenfold for the Jofs fuftained by the abolition of
the duties.® 'T'he advantages to the Company.are many, and folid, and with
the increale of trade and cultivation 1n the Vizier's country, the confumption of
European arucles, and arucles produced in Bengal, would increafe.

» The grofs amount of the duties is commonly about two lacks of rupees per snnum; the neat
fum paid mnto the treafury rarely amounts to one-half lack of rug:es. A trifling fum com-
to the advantages o?'n free trade, and pot more thun®the Nabob has beeu known to give

a monkey or atoy!!!
AL Brisith mid
' 3¢ i 2 The
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brafs, lead, tin, fire-arms, cutlery, alh‘, &e.
the wrought and unwrought filks, the beetle-
nd various other ar-

The broad cloth, the copper,
of Great Britain, the mufling,
nur, &c. of the Con.l..zz‘v’w provinces, belides fpues a N
ticdes, would find ample marts w the V zier'’s dommions; and, pafling wit
facility, woul | foon open new channels of trade with the na 1005 t¢ the w?ﬁ of
them, and ke thar wav to the ba ks of the Indus, and even to Cabu. and
Candahai. Wit tefpec to the fol of this country, and how far 1t s capable
by its feiulity to increale the vanous art cles of cumimeice which n produces,
the trongctt p oof that can be givon of its excellence 1n this point, 1s, that un-
der the burthentome taxes an | vanious impediments thrown in the way of trade,
fhil has there boan exported from 1t confiderable quantities of ndigo, fugar,
falt peue, and other aincles of lare yeas.

The ferthity of Rolulcund and the countiies on both banks of the Gogra
are proveibal, the Db and other parts of the Vizier’s domimions are litde
infunor to tham i foil or produce,  In the D ab he indigo s tound wild 1n
many places, which gives reafon 1o fuppofe that die 1 u nift be more conge-
nial to the production of that plant, than any other countiy we know*  The
fugar cane thr ves remarkably in every put of the conntry, but in Rohilcund
is peculiuly luxuiant and produ@ive, Gran of very deaounasanon is pro-
duced n great abundance 1n evary part with Little labou..  1n fhott, no country
appears t0 have been more liberally gifted by notwe than dhis 1s, or better
adoptd for commeice and cu'tivation, Lhe Ganges, the Goomty, and the
Gogra, keeping nearly parallel cou fos, feruiize the lol, and aftuid an eafy and
ready commuutcation by wate , befide various other finaller nivers, which 1ffue
from the hills and fall into the Gogra and Ganges, and fac.htate the internal
intercourfe,

To conclude, there is only a free trade and a juft government required to
make this as profperous gad happy a country as any on earth, and that it may
foon enjoy thefe bleflings, is the ardent wifh of,

Sir,
Your devoted Servant,
CIVIS.

* The wild indigo plant of the Doab indi i ity
A cultivag u:d! produces more indigo, and of a fuperior quality, than

To



To Sir Joun SHore, Bart.

Oude, Auguft 1, t793.
Sir,

IN my laft letter 1 ventured to !'u%gc& fome meafures which would alleviate
the miferies and evils with which this country is aflied, and which I con-
ceive could be effected by the government of Bengal, of its own authority, with-
out rifk or much difficulty. Having fince given the fubjeét a more general
degree of confideration, it may be expeéted before I quit it, that | fhould give
fome idea of a more radical cure for the diforders which have been expofed to
view; however unqualified 1 may be for the tafk, the expeation fhall not be
difappointed, and I fhall deliver my fentiments on a rotal reform of the fyftem
of government in this country, with the fame freedom and candour I have hi-
therto done.  The diforders that require to be 1emedicd, originating in funda-
mental defets in the principles of government, to remove them we muft begin
at the foundation of the edifice, and re-build it a-new, making ufe only of fuch
materials as are found, rejecting the rotten and defective parts, at the fame time
preferving, as far as circumftances will admit, the outward appearance of the
ancient ftru@ure. 1 fhall make fome preliminary obfervations and reflec-
tions on the nature of the Nabob’s, and his predeceffor’s, conneftions with the
Company, and conclude with a fketch of the plan and the advantages arifing
out.of it, :

The motives for reftoring Oude and its dependencies to Sujah Dowlak,. upon
their becoming by conquelt the property of the Company, were, it is to be
fuppofed, an apprehenfion of the territorial acquifitions being too extenfive for
the means cither of external defence: or internal arrangement.  Fhe newly-
affumed government of Bengal would alfo, it might be thought, require the
united exertions of both the civil and mulitary fervants, and the proper arrange-
ment and defence of that country alone afford them fufficient employmegpt. %y
fo genesous an a&, it might alfo be fuppofed that Sujah Dowlah’s friendthipr
would be {ecured to the Company, and a trade opened with the country, then
1n a flourithing flate, and promifing by his abilitigs to become of il greater
importance , while by the claufe limiung his means of defence, it ouft at alt
tumes remain at their mercy.

On the‘ﬁcmife of Sujah Dowlah, a majority of the Supreme Board were of
opinian, ¢ that the fpecific condigions of our former alhunce expired with him;
« and thit aithough we owe friendfhip to the prefent Nabob, as heir to his
« fathel, we are not bound to any fpecial ferviees o him.” Cenformabile to.
the printiples of the Muffulma} government, this opimon is ftrictly juft and
well-founded, and the Com were as Eglccidcdly intitled to the Subadgy of

ude,
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Oude, 25 they were on a former occalion to the Dewanee of Bengal, &c. and
might have eftabhifthed this 1ight wuth the concurrence of the Mogul, gt as
chesp a rate as the Nabob obtained she tutle and appointment of Vizier, {viz.
ten lacks of rupees, and fix battaliens of fepoys, ftationed wich the Huzaor,®
under the command of Letafut Ally Khan.) In fo domi, they would have
alted with more juftice, and certainly with more humanity, than they have done
in the line of copdu@ fince purfucd. 1 hey would have faved the remains of the
illultrious houfe of Timor from the run and nufertes which have fince fallen on
'i{: and exsendpd peace and profperity o fome milllons af the humga race:

he sbove opinion, however, was oppolcd by a party of the Suprenme
Board, who foon fucceeding to pawer by the deaife of fome of cheir oppa-
nents, a0d the apimen which tney had adapted bc'm]g appioved of by the
Company, the bge of condu@ abferved towaids Sujah Dowlah, was obftinately

revered in wich the fon, without ever examining hus claims, or refle@ing

ow d;@milar his charaer and his father’s were,  He wheriting neigher the
undertandrg por abilities of fus predoceflor, and being addi®ed fram hiy
youth to fome of the moft deteitabie vices, which have Iofi bun without pro-

eny, was held in fo great difeflecm, thas he could nor have maintained pof-
i‘cfﬁoﬂ of thic country a day without the ad and prote@ion of the Company 5 as
the affillination of his prime minifter, Mukhtiar Uddowlah, and of Kbhojah
Buffent, with the convuifions that tgok place va bi> acceflion, clearly evinge,
His imbegility, and thele alts of viplence, furnithed the Company with a pre~
tence for obtaining thole advantages which they might have takep ia theiz owan
xight. By the fubfidy they receive for the paymsnt of toops @ defend his do-
mioons, they are caabled 0 keep up a very tefpectable force, and hawe o
faving to defray the expenfes of their foreign wars. By this force they coma
mand the country, while furrounding nations admure their forbearance; and to
gontinue tho furce, they form vanous allunces with him, as it futs sheir copye-
nignce, or as their intere® may require. By the laft of thefe, which is termed a
commercisl weaty, he is made neaily o drltroy the culuvation ef fome of
the moflt produdive artcles of the country, by the heavinels of the taxcs

impoled.

qumwu moﬁn_ly snd boldly take that sountry to which (o juft 4 cliim
can be tade? (the having conquered it and being obliged 1o provide for its
defence.) Why delay 10 apply thefd fums 1o the ufe of the cpuatry, and their
own defence, which are Wd on ufelelk pageantry ? Is it in compat
fion 0 & man equally dor the vilenels of his privage character, the
inability of his public, they remain deaf to the cries of uafortunate miflions,
condemned to fufter from the sapacuty of avanicious villains, whofe onjy anxiety
i to carich themfelves? The plea of chasatter eftablifhed WLM-
bouring nationa of, geaerolisy, is merely ideal. In the politicaof wasieos,
folid widom srrafts sdmdration, and the kecping up # ‘names, dwhile:she
power reawing in their hands, 45 too fimfy a veil sot w0 be feen thesugin:

# The prefeice, i o with thedVizier, | G
ng
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Gflving the country to Sujah Dowlah, under whofe wife adminiftration the
natives ptofpered and were happy, was a noble adt, but continuing to let his
fudgeflor hold ir, without ever confidering his abulities for fuch an office, is a
difgrace to wifdom, a difgrace to humanity ; it is forging the fetters with which
he fs that portion of mankind committed to his care. Let us view again
the ftate of this countiy. “The Nabob immerfed n luxury, given up to the maft
defpicable vices, and detefte by his fubje@s—the reveaue gradually falling
off—wthe country farmed out to eunuchs and to flaves—population rapidly dimi-
nithi the jult reward of induftry torn away by rapacious Aumils, who are
alike ers to juftice and that noble patlion a Jove to their capntry—praperty
and ‘Iife‘?g'ﬂf dependting on the nod of a capricious tyrant and lus minions.®
Yet this vile charaéter and this vile fytem is fuppurted by the Company.
From their armies he derives his frength, he enjoys this country ; from their
afilange he colledts bis revenues, which he could not do by his diforderly
traops, were it not for the fear of his orders being enforced by ow’s. By taking
the country from fuch a difgrace to mankind, they would refore happines 10
miltions, Trade, cultivation, arts, every thing that is deficable to a nation,
would increafe, indultry would exery ufelf, being (ure to enjoy the fruits of its
labours. The revenue, inflead of being fquandered on pernicious extravas

ance, would ferve ro proce@ the country from outward enemues, and the fubjedts

om private plunderers.  Tiade would fumnith a new refource of treafure
to our country, and juftice would exult in healing the wounds inflicbed by
delpotifm,

And who would be the fufferer ? The Nabob. I deny it; enou]gh would be
left to fupply him in all his reafonable defires ; enough even to live in great
lugury, and give aniple penfions to sit his relations and dependents ; i it
can calily be demonflyated that lvis receipts would be infinitely greater, and more
regular than they areat prefent, e is true, thae his power of duing wreng
wauld be circumferibed, but his power of doing good would be enlarged, 1n
the plan I am going to propofe; he is treated wich more delicacy, perhaps, than
his chara@®er deferves ; but having been raifed to the Gmation in which he is
placed by the Company, fome confideration is due to the flation, He in a&
anly chaoges a fec of ignorant, incapable fervants, for men who arc well in-
Forened. and able, and who -are susted by the true principles of juftice: and
2 the reform &ill mare palatable and wnobjedtionable to himy vhe fest of
the pew government might be fined at fora ceatral {pot.on the banks of the

¥ < Brradt oF u Letrer from Yobu Do, BiY. Refont at'sbe Cawes of the Fisier, 10 the Co-
v B awruer poneral in Council, Biavvn, s4th Aprily 1776,

”» no Jjn thiscouatry, b the: execution of jutics refls with the Aumil

i Mmqumwhm. ar dy. vilinge of confoguence ; hei‘s

= Iugfw. i.mha execytion.of julkios there is bardly

pap m. wduieinsﬂpnnongpmdix

H Ganges,



( 20 )

Ganges, fuch as Mindie Gaur, or Kanoge, leaving Lucknow for the undifgbed
refidence of his fammly and dependants.

In this and the aforegoing papers, I truft I have made evident to évery
difpaflionate mind the ncceflity and propriety of the Gompany's adopting fome
plan fimilar to what follows :

Outlines of a Plan for eflablifbing Courts of Fuftice in the Dominions of Owde -~
For yegulating the Colleflions of the Revenue, and introducing the Mukurreree
Syflem.---For opening the Trade with Bengal, and aboliffung Impofls and Duties.
<< And for difbanding all irregular Troops, and raifing regular Corps of FHorfe and
Foot for the Defence of the éurmy, and, 1if neceffary, 1o enforce the ColleBlion of
the Revenue,

aft.—That a member of the Supreme Board, or any fenior civil ferdant, be
nominated refident at Lucknow, to aé&t as firt minifter to the Vizier, but
amenable to the Supreme Board, &c.

2d.~That four fenior civil fervants be appointed to Lucknow, to form a
board of revenue and trade, at which the refident fhall prefide,

3d.~That the country be divided into diftricts, as in Bahar and Bengal,
and Company’s civil fervants appointed to each, to collet or reccive the re-

vcnue& under the fame rules and regulations as in the Company’s provinces,
&e. &

ﬁt_h.-—-'i_‘hat Adawlets, or courts of juftice, be eftablithed in each city and
diftri&t, with a judge and regifier, who fhall be Company’s fervants, under
the fame rules and regulations as they are in the Company’s provinces, &c.

th.—That the neceflary offices under Company's fervant: bl
fucsh a3 treafurer, paymafter, B, pany’s fervants be eftablifhed,

6th,---That all impofts and duties be entirely abolithed ; and that all
the pmdyce of Great Britain, or the Com an’;"’s provinces, be E:nponm
the dominfons of Oude, 8. and cxm'iec{J into any part of them, (or the
countries weft of them) and fold duty free without let or maleftation : and
that, on the other hand, all articles, the :mducc of the Vizier's dominions, be
imported into the Company’s provinces duty free, &, )

7th~That the whole of tht Nabob’s troops be difbanded, and th
brigades of cavalry, (each fix regiments of 5<:‘c:ops trong) and two hmmta%
infantry, (of the prefent firength) be raifed, to defend and proted the Comaery s
thefe to be on the fame footing, in all refpedts, as the Campany's other troaps
. aps

row in his dominions.

8th.
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$ch.---That the furplus of the revenue, after paying the above civil and
mitirary cftablifhments, end the other expenfes of the government, all of
which fhall be regulated on fri@ principles of ceconomy, be paid to the Nabob
for his expenles, and to defray fuch penfions as he may chule to confer on his
relations and dependents,

Various other explenatory articles might be added, but this is fufficient o
give the idea of a plan which would completely remove the diforders of this

The revenue of the country may be eftimared at about two crore of rupegs
pec annum, though this year they will, probably, fall confiderably thort of
that fum; but under a government fuch as bas been defcribed, no doubt can
be entertained but that they may, in the courfe of ten years, or lefs, be gra-
dually increafed to’ three crore and upward. At the expiration of ten years
the Mukurreree 'fyflem might be eftablithed, as by that time an equitable af-
feffinent could be afcertained. The increafe of regular infantry, and the
carps-of cavalry, (the want of which has been fo feverely felt) would make
the Company's forces fo truly refpeCtable, as to infure them the arbitration of
Hindoftan, and bt the beft fecurny of a ‘continuance of peace. The faving
which would be made by the difmiffion of the Mutavenna and ather irregular
troops, when added to the fubfidy, would be amply fufficient to pay this force
and defray the expenfes of the civil government, the Nabob would confe-
quently be in recerpt of as large a fum as at prefent, with every probability of
a confiderable annual increafe to it until the Mukurreree fyftem was eftablithed,.
by which time it would be nearly doubled,

From what has been faid, the advantages to the Company, to the Nabob,
and to fome millions of induftrious inhabitants, muft appear fo evident, as to
make' it unnegeffary to expatiare upon the fubjedt farther; 1 fhall therefore
conclode, having dilcharged whae I'thought due to humanity, in bringing to
public view thg hardfhips and oppreflions under which a harmlefs and induf-
rrioys;people groan, and in the hope that my fesble efforts may not prove en-
tirely aborgive.

1 remain with due refpedt,
S, .
Your devoted fervant,
CclvVvIs.
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9o Sir Joun Suore, Bark.

Siz,

AVING treated of the civil gove-nment of Oude, I fhall now tmiﬂer
the Vizier’s dommnions 10 a mulitary pomt of view, and as th_e ‘barrier to
the Company's provinces, which they have very jultly been denominated,

Tt is a fa® not more extraordinary than true, that the dominions wfthe
Cempany end the Vizierarc fo fituated, that the force requifite for chor
when united, would, were they feparated, be barely adeqdute to the defence of
either ; for were a nation hoftile to the Company in poliellion of the Vizier's
dominions, the Company would find their prefent force infufficient {without
a body of cavalrv) to defend their weftein frontier'; while, on the other hand,
fuch naton having an extenfive fioatier to the fauth and weft, 8 well as to the
eaft, would find 1t neceffary alfo to keep up a very formidable army of fdot and
horfe, but particularly the latter, to oppofe the fudden incurfions of the fou-
thern and weflern neighbours, whofe forces principally confitt of cavalry.

That thefe matters have not pafied without the knowledge of the Company,
a reference (o their correfpondence regarding the country (Oude) will thew,
and particularly the uulity and neceflity of cavalry. The Court of Diréthars,
i;c their eteer to the Governor General and Council, of the 15th of Decem-
fy 1775

Say—-Par, 20th, * And as a body of horfe would not only be of
¢ great ufe in time of attion, bur alfo of !ﬁwr
“ fervice in preventing the incurfions of Indidn ene-
“ mies, who frequently ravage the country with ca-
“ valry, and retire before infantry can torhé up
“ with them, we fhould deem it an'effential fervice
< rendered the Company, if you would prevail on
¢ the Nabob of Oude to keep up 2 body of hotfe o

“ be dilciplined and officered by Europeans under
% dur command.”

With ideas fo vary juft pn the fubject as the Company poffeffed st fuch "an
early period, it mult appear mmord,inary that {o great a fpace of time thould
have been fuffered t 2 gi;c Without forne effe@ual effort to eftablith  torps of
cavalry on a permanent bafis, and it can only e acraunted for by the gencral
attention of the Company and the nation e, being entirely engrofied

Ay
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by ‘the troubles and dangers in the Dckan, which at one time feem to threaten
tht, lofs of the poffeflions in that quarter ; but thele dangers being now happily
diffipated, may we not hope that thole to which their poffeffions are expofed on
this fide of India will obtain a due degree of confideration.

To form a juflt idea of them, it will be neceflary to confider, 1ft. the ex-
tent of frontier, the natural barriers which it prefents to eventual enemies, and
the number and nature of the troops provided for its defence; and next the
policy and difpofitions of the neighbouring nations, their troops, and the pro-
grefs they have made in the military arc.

The Vizier’s dominions baving the Company's provinces to the eaflt, and the
Tibet mountains to the north, (which form an impenetrable barrier) are only
expofid to invafion from the fouth and weft: this boundary extends from Iila-
habad to Huardowar, a fpace of about §00 miles; from lllshabad to Etyah, 240
miles, the Jumna forms a feeble bairier, for being in many places fordable
during the dry fealon, and in all parts narrow, cavalry would find little diffi-
culty in croffing. it, plundering the country, deftroying the harveft, and re-
croffing, without infantry having it in their power to moleft them: but the
Jumnay fronv Etyab upward, being in all parts fordable for the greateft pare of
the year, if cavalty that had crofled lower down found themfelves preffed by
infantry, they could alwags make their way upward, crofs the é umna, and be
in pe fecurity. From the Jumna, near Etyah, to the Ganges at Ram-
gaut, "140 miles, the boundary takes an oblique dire€tion acrofs the Dooab;
this fpace is entirely open and defencelefs, From Ramgaut to Hurdowar, 140
miles, the Ganges forms the boundary; (except the diftriét of Anoopfheher,
whigh lies 10 the wefl of the .river) but being in all parts fordable for cavalry,
from Novemiber to July, it muft be confidered moré an ideal than a real bar-
rier. Foar the defence of this weak and extended line, two brigades of infan-
try are ftationed on the banks of the Ganges, cighty miles diftant from each
other, and lixty miles from the neareft part of the frontier ; from one of thefe
brigades & detachment of two or three battalions is annually made to AnooK-

exr during the dry feafon, to prote&t Rohilcund from the incutfions of the
Seicks. A tew wretched cavalry, which the Vizier maintains in Rohilcund,
are ot defprving of notice as defenfive troops, and the number of the Com-
pany's is £ very trifling, that in the event of an invafion they could never ack
dut of of their i . From tthis view of the froaticr, it muft appear
evident aven to the curfbry obferver, chutﬂzbe prefent mean: of dcfc!t:cc
are totally inadequate ; it will appear in a ftill fronger point of view when
the policy of our fouthern mdwemu secighibours is confidered, the fate of
sheir , and the progrefs which they have made in the artof war.

Al she connitrits on: the ¥izier's . fouthern snd weltern fraatiers are now in
“Hi-pofieifiva m , 8 warlike dod reftics , who have for
‘Eentuies diftu e péage of Mindoftas. Hiltory i us that cqu;‘e&

| a3
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has been invariably theii obje@ ; that they feduloufly thﬁb mﬁxoppaﬁhﬁy
of extending their dominion, is notorious to this day ; ahd were it -nor &3¢ the
tioops of Europe, they would in all probabdiry, ere this, have fobdued eve

country on this fide the Indus.  That they have dormant‘chims on the Vigier’s.
country, and on the Company's proviaces, which they revive as oceafions offer,
the demands made thiough Major Brown (when ambaffador at the court of the

unfortunate Shah Allum) proves to conviction,

Since the peace of 1782, the extenfion of their empire on this Gde-of Inidia
is truly alarming. Mahajee Scindia has conquered the country of Galsia Keder
Khan, (fon to %Abcm Khan) poffeffed himfelf of all the countrics dependent
on Delhy and Agra, and fubje@ed the Rejepoot Rajahs of Gein Ghyr. Joud-
pare, &c. Ally Bahauder, another Mabratah chief, has fubjugated:. the
countries of Bundel Cund and Bughil Cund : thefe acquslitions have given the
Mahrattah empire complete pofleflion of every country from.Mirzaporé m the
Commow hills at Hurdowar. The former of thefe chiefs is & docp, . defigning
politician, whofe views are not eafily penetrated : the latter is lcfs referved, (ha-
ving been frequently heard to declare, that with ten thoufand hosle: he:could
with eafe plunder the Dooab.  The efforts our infantry could make ta- prevent
it he ridicules. Fortunately for this country thefe chicts have been.at variance 5
1o that circumftance it is, perhaps, more indebted for the peace which. it en-
Joys, than to any dread the Mabratrahs have of our power. The former.and
the late war have difclofed to them the fecret wherein their advantafie Jies ower
us. They have feen our unwieldy armies of infantry and actillery {uncon-
yerable but by famine) unable to move without the alitance of cavalry; and
they well know, that though they cannot face us in the field, they can, by qut-
ting off eur convoys and intercepting our fupplies, compel us at all times..to
retire ;. but though the Mahrattah forees have hitherto confifted of cavalry,
and that they are perfeétly fenfible of the advantages they derive therefromover
our infantry, yet haye they not been inattentive to.the additional ad .of
difciplined artillery dnd infantry, as many of the chiefs® have ﬂacwn,m
into their fervice éuropeans for the purpofe of forming and difciplining regul
corps; among thefc Mahajee Scindia ftands firft as having inade the greateft
progrefs. The army which he has formed under the dire&ion of M, de Boigne,
‘to whom he has given the rank of genetal, confilts-of regular infgniry divide
into brigades and bartalions under the ‘command'of +French officérs of cufe-
rience and abilities. A corps, of regolar arvllery, at the head of whichis
Gertnan officer of abilities, formerly i ‘the Company’s fervice on: the'omit.
A coips of Tegufar cavalry (which % '{:t only amvdunts to dbout 1oo the)
commanded by a French officet; and the whole is in all refpadls inged,
clothed, &nd' difciplined like European troops :~-neither attention M

* Thit Bow. Horre Past. Mihaiee Beirdle. "Takoo Téd Hulkar, and Afly' Debwisided) Savittin

-uptlvers,
igadier F; o of AToop, b
¢ Brigadier cmfgpﬂrw» mrmgﬁmnmmmnw




( 25)

has been {pared by Scindia in the formation of thefe corps; every European
who has a pretenfion to the rank of gentleman, is admitted into his fervice as
aj officer, an#l promoted according to his merit and abilities. This encourage-
roent has drawn to “his fervice numerous adventurers from Great Britain, rhe
continent of E , and America, whereby he has been able to give & tole-
rable proportion of European officers to each corps—he encourages mechanics
from the Vizier’s dominions, and even affifts perfonally in catting cannon and
miking firc arms: fince he has been in the Dekan, he has purchafed at Goa
and different places on the Malabar coaft, brafs ordnance and mufketry, and
keeps agents there folely for that Eurpofe; thefe arms he fends as occafion offers
to his regular troops: he has likewife entertained Europeans, fufficient with
whit he had before, to form a corps of about three hundred ftrong.  Five years
are now clapled fince he commenced the formation of his regular troops, and
in that time they have been paid with the utmoft punctuality,  He well knows,
that to 4 fimilar conduét the Company are indebted in a great meafure for the
ateachment and fidelity of their fepoys, and fo well convinced is he of the ne.
ceffity of the mieafure, that he has, fince being detained in the Dekan, given
M. de Boigne affignments on the revenues of all the countries eaft of the
Jumna, and fome diftrits between Mutra and Delhi, for their paymene ; thefe
countrics being in the moft fettled fate, and the revenue moft produdtive.

"The regular corps form but an inconfiderable part of his army, as will ap-
pear by the annexed fateient, as it ftood the 1@t of Janvary, 1993 ; fince that

eriod the regulars have been increafing gradually ; and, with the increate and
improvement of the European officers, bid fair to arrive foon at a confiderable
degree of perfettion in their difcipline. Suppoited by fo confiderable a budy
of Irregular cavalry, they are already truly formidable, and how much inure
fo they may become it is not difficult to forefee, nor can thofe who have the
profperity of the Company’s poffeffions at heart reflet on 1t with indiffence ;
it muft create in every reﬂcé’tingamind 2 degree of folicitude and concern, pat-
ticularly when the defencelefs ftate of the Vizier's frontier 1s confidered, and
the apathy and {upinencfs, with which not only the Vizier, but the Bengal Go-
vernment, view the progrefs their neighbours are making in diicipline, aad war-

like preparations,

‘The Scicks, though not immediately bordering on the Vizier's country,
mw(t be confidered in the géneral view as eventual enenvies, having almoft anau-
afly atgempted depredations on Rohilcund, The diligence with which they fiz.d
the“8pportunity offtred by the withdrawing the Futtyghur detachmeor, in 1987,
of entering Rohilound, and plundering Chundowfey and leveral trading towns
of nofe, as well a5 the astempts they made in December 1790, when they
und a confliderable number of our troops had been withdrawn from
the Vigier's country, on account of the war 1 the Dekan, clearly demonltrate
their {E@{iﬁpﬂ, and cthe cagernels with which theﬁ waich opportumuies to

soricll themifclyes by plunder.  Thefe tribes, inhabiting a mure oorthern
H clunate,
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limate, are more robuft and butter able to bear hardfhips than the foushern
inhabirants of Hindoftan, therr countiy alfo produces a thtcr race of horfes
fo that, as irregulir cavairy, they are more fornudable : they have as yet magde
no improvements in difcipline, but the natural advantages they poffefs, in.
fome degree, compenfute for the want of it, and with the avidity they have
for depredation, make them very dangerous neighbours, n the event of a
war with the Mahwartas. The defire of plunder brings down innumerable hordes.
on Rohilcund and the upper parts of Dooab, which our prefent forces are not
calculated to repel.

From what has been faid it is evident,, that infantry, unfupported by a res
fpe@able body of cavalry, is totally inadequate to the defence of fo extended’
a frontier as the Nabob Vizier's dominons prefent to the Mahrattas and
Seicks. It mufl likewife be obvious, that the means of defence, in found

licy, ought to keep pace with the unprovements in difcipline, and the war-
mc prepatations of our neighbows, and that the prefent improved ftate of
their toops points out, in the motl foicible manner, the urgent neecflity for

not only 8 large and formidable body of cavalry, but for a very conflidcrable
increale of infantry. ‘

The experience of every war we have had in India, but particularly the two.
laft, has fhewn, that our exiftenae as 2 power in this country, 1n a great mea-
fure, depends on them;, every one knows how ineffe@ual the gallant efforts aff
Sir Eyre Coote and his army were rendered, by the want of cavalry, during:
the former war, and that the detachment under Colonel Camac was haraflfed
and compelled to retreat, though victorious, by the Mahatta Pindarees.* In
every fitwation, when our troops have aéted without cavalry, the fame confe-
quences have invariably enfued ;. bad there not been a body of cavalry in the
late war, the woveiments of the army mult have been as much cramped as it
was under Sir Eyre Coute, and the war might have terminated as ingloriouly..
The ennnent ieivices which they rendered, (though a fimall body) are on recard.
from the fill authonity ; the lame high authoiity records the wefficient fer-
vices of thule of the Mahrattas and Nizam n our pay, and fhews the de-
pendence which iv to be placed on fuch as we can hire ioin Native powers ;
in then own caule they are forwad and active,. in oor’s,. they will ever be
found backward and fluggith; conkd the money which was paid for their af-;
fittance have been eroployal in cftubbfhing 2 body of cavalry, cither in the
Vizicr’s or the Company's dominions, dt a pioper kcafon, a fufficient reinforce-
ment nright have joined the aany, on the coalt, at an carly pertod of the war,.

and by bringing 1t to a lpoedy tgminaton, perhaps, have faved fome millions
to the flae, and the bives of many valuable fuby &s,

* A handieti that attend sil Indlan apmies merely for the fiike of plunder.at their ownlexpente
and rifk, o}xickiug up afl firaggters, and often cgtling off "fmall convoys of gmvifnnt On
the coaft of Coromandel they are commahbly called Looties, fhat is, phinderers.

. Toe
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The fealon for ¢ftablifhing n corps of ¢avalry is again arrived, and if again
r-glefted, may not only involye the fafety -of the Vizier's donnions, but en~
dangdr the (_:omgang's poficflions in India, That fu,c”hleﬂ.\ll)ﬁﬂnmnt may he
permatent, it mul be f:ormfd on the frieft principles of ceconomy; to foim
it on fuch principles, the Arlt and moR material ftep necefy to be raken, is
to introduce a breed of horfes into your own provinces {ufficient to imaintain
the number of cavalry required ; and the period of profound peace is furely the
moft proper fcafon for the adoption of fuch a meafure.

In the event of a war with the Mahrattas, and the union of their power on
this fide of India under one chief, (which is certainly not impomblt:'rz1 the
moft ferious confequences might be .1’[)prehended, polfeffedd (as I'have fhewn
they are) of all the frontier countries from Mirzapore to the Commow Hills,
and their territonies extending from Sulind (north lat. 31¢) to the Gulph of
Cambay, they have jt in their power to prevent a fingle hoife from coining
into the Vizier's dominions, and, as hitherto thele countries and the notthera
horfe-merchants have fupplied what were wanted, ¢ither for cavalry or private
purpefes, it would be found impracticable, if this fource was ftopped, ¢ither
to hire ot raife a corps: this circumftance alone thews the obvious neceflity of
not only forming a corps of cavalry, but of an fimmediate attempt to intto-
duce the breeding of horfes generally throughout the Vizier's county, and the
Company’'s provinces. That it is practicable, every man of information on
the fubject, and that is acquainted with the climate and foil, will vouchy and
that it will be of great advantage to the country, by retaining confiderable fums
of money which arc annually fent abroad for the purchafe of herfes, is per-
fu&tly manifeft.

The policy and expedicney of thefe meafures have, I truft, been made fo
evident, as to require the aid of no farther argument ; and I now proceed to
demonftrate, that the carrying into immediate effefl the feventh article of the
plan, (in my laft letter) for 5\6 regulation of the government of Oude, would,
wnftead of being any additional expenfe, be a faving to the Vigier of near forty -
lacks of rupees per annum ; be of infinite benefit to the country, by retainin
in circulation near eighteen facks of rupecs, the balange of the fubfidy which
is annually drawn from it, and place the Company’s army on r fonting of re-
fpeélability that muft infure permancence to the peace of Hindoflan.

The annual expeofe (35 has been fhewn) of the Nabol Vizier’s  tuckmow Ropoos.

Mutayenna tronps is ) . - 7 §,00,000
The fubfidy paid so the Company, for sheir troops is - 50,00,000
Total, ope ciore and twenty-five Tacks _ 1,25,00,000

-

The totft expenfe of all the Company’s troopd now in' the
Vizief's dominions, including cavalry, artillery, European
ative infantry, ftufl, fores, cattle, buildings, &c. &c.

Améunt anoually to about Carried over 32,00,060

Ths
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Lucknow Rupees.

_Brought over 3%,90,000

The expenfe of a fepoy brigade in the ficld i3, per mionth,
about 70,000 rupees, including the ftaff, &c. fo that the (wo
additional fepoy brigades recommended to be raifed may be

eftimated at feventeen lacks per annum - 17,00,000
The expenfe of a regiment of cavalry of 500 men, onthe
fent fyftem, will be, ?er month, under 20,000 rupees,
(including feeding and all contingencies); fix regiments,
or one brigade, iacluding ftaff, may be cftimated at one
lack and 30,000 rupees per month; and two brigades of
cavalry, recommended to be raifed, may be eftimated at
per annum - - - - 31,600,000
Sicca rupees $9,00,000
To this increafe of cavalry and infantry it will be neceffary to
add fome artillery, fuppofe what is at prefeat in thcrgeld
increafed to a complete battalion, {in room of which a
fourth might be formed in Bengal) an allowance of five
lacks per annum may be made for the increafe of expenfe
and all contingencics in this department - - §,00,000
Sicca rupees 85,00,000
Total expenfe df twelve regiments of cavalry, one battalion of
artillery, one regiment of European infantry, twenty-four
battakions of fepoys, ftaff, &c. in the field, eighty-five lacks
of Lucknow rupees per annum.
There will remain a faving of forty lacks - - 40,000,000
Sicca rupees 1,25,00,000

On the above ftatement it is only neceflary to obferve, that the eftimate will
be found to exceed the altual expenfe, (as can be afcertained with exaltnefs
by applying to the proper oﬁiceesg ahd that the heavy expenfe of raifing a body

6oco cavalry may be obviated by proceeding in it gradually, adding three
or four regiments annually as'horfes can be procured : the demand will increafe
the influx from the north-weft, and facilitate the acquifition of blood mares
proper for eftablithing ftods in the provinces of the 3 and the Vigicr,
The expenfe of thefe ftuds might be defrayed fram the balance, wiich fam
confident will accrue from the eftinmted fum of eighty-five lacks per snoum,
for the complete eftablifhment of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, in the interim
the balance will be confiderable, via. ’

The.
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‘eftablithed annml Mpcnfe of two complete bri- Rupets
gades of cavairy is 31,00,000
it year.—Dedud for the pumbnfe of 1,500 horfes to

complete the prefeni cavairy m four ugxmcnu, a
40D Iu m horfe 6,40,000

Pay, &c. for mgxmem, as elhmued, ruppoﬁng

them complese 10,309,000

st 16,50,000

Remains rupees l4.,3o,ooo
ad year,—Fhe eftinated annual expenfes ofm com-
. plese brigades of cavalry is - - 3 t,co,ooo
Fnrtbe expenes of the fecond year, forty-five !ac‘ks.
and thirty thoufind n:geu y #$,30,000
Dcdu&forﬂwpm ofz,mhorfes um
- 8,00,000

rupees
Pay, &c. fot.cight n:gtmems. 2 per eﬂ:iume - 20,60,000
et %8,60,000

Remains rupees 16,706,000
3d year.—The cftimated anmnl expcnfc of two'bn-
gades of cavalry 31,00,000
For the expenﬁs of the !hm! year, fortyJwen Jacks ‘
and feventy thoufand ru 47,70,000
Dedust for the purchafe o ooo hm’es - 8,00,000
Pay, &c. fortwelve regiments - - $1,00,000
39,000,000
Bicca rupees 8,70,000

‘Thm remiains cight lacks and feventy thoufand rupees for purchafing fuds
«of riates, exclufive of fuch other further favings as may arife from the cighry-
five Jacks of rupees.

Fow fat the noeafures which have been recommended may be for the good
of the:fiare, or: WMWW by found polity and mﬁom. is left
o6 your decifien,

in :xpoﬁng tﬁc wsk of ﬁw mternal government, and the dangers with
which the ftate is threatened from without, I congeive 1 have difcharged the
4! 1 good .citizen,
And am, ‘with due refpe&,
Your devoted Servant,

CIVIS,
| A
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An Abfirall of the Mabratia Army fationed in Hindefan®

Cavalry of different denominations 88,250
Forty-five battalions, regular.and m'egular, From 5 to 750 ﬁrong,

average 6oo - 273000

European infantry - . " 190

Several fmall irregular bodies of horf«., in all - - 10,500

Total 124,940

i —

" Guny of different calibers in the field - N - - 362

sl

Of the above army General de Boigne has under his command,’ ‘
12 Battalions Sepoys, clothed and armed l1ke the Company’s,

4 Battalions Native arcillery (regular) wnth clathees attached, &e.

4 ‘Battalions of Nigibs, with matchlocks,

2 Battalions of Dummuckdars, large matchlocks,
1000 Regular cavalry,

go Europeans,
120 Pieces of bra(s cannon.

* -All the countries north of the province of Malwa they term Hindoftan, and alt to the
fouth Dekan.
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7o Crvis..

Fustyghury Fuly 15, 1793,
Sin,

I HAVE perufed with attention your letter to Sir John Shore, Bart. on the

declining ftate of the dominions of the Nabob Vizier of Oude, and as I
Kave had in the courfe of fervice in that country, many opportunities of ac-
quiring a pretty general knowledﬁc of it, T muft dechare that [ think the ac-
count you give is faithful and juft, as far as you go; but at the fame time I
deem myfelf bound by truth and jultice to affert, tﬁu you have touched fome
evils too lightly, apd paffed others truly interefting, without notice ; how far
it comes within the delign of your letters to enter into a minute defcription of
the hardfhips which the poorer clafs of people of Oude groan under, 1 cannot
take upon me to {ay, but it is 4 melancholy fubje®, deferving of your early
and moft ferious confideration,

The farmers or ryots are, in every country except this, confidered as the
moft ufeful clafs of inhabitants, and have the firft claims to protection and en-
couragement ; but in the Vizier’s dominions they feein as if deftined, and pe-
culiarly marked out for oppreflion. The farmer at the commencement of the
feafon engages in this, as in other countries of India, to cultivate a certain por-
tion of land at a fixed rate, as may be agreed on with the Aumil; if trom
drought, or any other caufe, the crop fails, ﬁx‘: fum he has agreed for is extorted
from him with the utmoft inhurmanity : his cartle, the implements of huf-
bandry, and even his children, are feized and {old to make it up. Should the
feafon turn out well, and the crop abondant, the ryot is not fuffered to enjoy
the kind bleflings of Heaven, the myrmidons of the Aumil fize it, on fome
pretence, and leave the unproteted farmer but a feanty pittance for his fup-
port, without paying the lealt regard to the agreement that has been made; fo
as the Biaty-hearted. Aumil procures money to ftop the mouth of fome greedy
Cerberus at court, in order to fecure an intereft to avert his being plundered on
his removal, as ig the coftom, he cares hittle by what means it 1 acquired, or
what infury & may do the country, being never fure of remaining wore than one
feathn, sl aGusted folcly. by the fpieit of rapacity” and opprefion, in which he
has been bred.up fiom his infancy.

In the march to and from Anvopfhcher,. the defolate ftate of Rohilcond
excited e atonifbment of every of the detachinent, but particalarly
thofc whe had feen it before, gnd compared it With what it had been; the
ghates which I faw populous ghd fourifbing when in this country widh the
armiy{ormerly, arcnow defertell and in ruine.  This extraordinary change has
surally\excived. oy curiofity, aod .1 was partigalar in inquiring of the few b?;;l::-

B
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bitants that remained in the different towns and villages we pafied, ce it
arofe; they were by no means backward in giving the infhl."mltwﬂ I dekred,
and the above caufes they invariably affigned, < who will think of cultitating
¢ the ground under fuch oppreflian,” fad & venerable old man, * we mere
« plough afpot that will produce fufficient to keep us alize ; ifwe damore, it ¢
« jeized and taken from us by force, by violence, by crueky; why do noc the
# Epghfh come and take pofieffion of the country for themfelves 2 If we were
« cherithed as the Beugallies are, this would foen be a fine country ; it would
“ produce upwards of a crore of rupees yearly, whereas fcarce thirty lacks are now
“ colle@ted. The counury, 8ir, is yours; the Englith aught to be ity
“ mafters—you have conquered 1t; were it not for you, we would foon have
# a good government, as we had before—we would not fuffer that"—Here he
oured out 2 torrent of inve&ives in the fevereft terms of language on the
ghbob Vaizier, much too violent to repeat.—+¢ Though you do net pprefs us
# yourfelves, it is done under your authority, and you are anfwerable 10 God
“ by the laws of the prophets for delivering us over to cruelty and pillage, as
“ much as.if you did i yourfelves, The * Sabib boag of Lalcutta are juit, and
“ if they knew our candition, we are fure they would aleer the country and re-
“ lieve us. We hope you will reprefent & to them; you fec what s fine
“ country it is, if it was cultivated as formerly ; you know the foil produces
“ wheat, barley, and all kinds of grain in ater abundance than any other
« country in Hindoftan ; the rice near the hills is fo fine that you fend it down
“ a3 prefents to Bengal; but sbowe all, r nt that the great number of
“ rivers which interfe@ts our country, fupplies fuch 2 plenty of water as 10
“ epable us to cultivate indige, opium, and fugar, ro fend to your Willaiee,
“ (meaning Europr) cheaper chan can get it at amy place cife: we
“ would engage, n four or five years after the Company had the regulation
# of the country, to make ¢en thoufand maunds of indigo every year, and give
“ it to them at fifty rupees the maund; 3 Jack of maunds of fugar, or s much
“ more as they like, at four rupees the maund ; and a lwge quantity of
“ opium, at & very low price. Guzzeenss, and other ondi, we can in
“ plenty, and yery cheap.” Thus have I heard not one alone fay, but many
in fubftance, and if you will liften 10 them, they will go on enumernting the
produce of the covntry, and the adw it-would be to owr governiment
1ake it imo sheir own hands. The truth of thefe falts, and the juftnels vk their
ablervadigns and conclufions, are clear. Al that { have cormmonsy fuid vens,
that § womld meation the fubje® among all my friends, when our brigade sment
g0 Caleanta ; that they moft be patient, thar fomedhing Wbﬁ
dane to rehéve them, There & no mah in India better with the
ftace of che country than our commtanding 4 officer, and as it was the conftant
sheme of canverfation, 1 have foinetianes ventured © hiot the jety 'of his
seprefenting it to Govergment, but he confidervd it ot in mm of his

* Meanlng the mombers of potimment, aud ith [
o Moo SR g i gl i
+ We apprebend our intelligent corvefpandent means Liewtenant-colone Briking.
2
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duty to do it voluntarily, and that nothing but a requifition from the Council
would jultify him in dotng it ; there is much propricty in the objection, though
1 hawe often lmnemnd shat it fhould obrain, in a cafe of fuch importance, as a
reprefentation coming from a_man of his information and knowledge would
.command due confideration, But to return to my fubject; by the caufes above
affigned, threc-fourths of the inhabitants have been drove out of the country ;
the army under M. de Baigne, in the fervice of Mahah Jee Scindia, is almoft
entitely compofed of Rohillas, and his corps are continually recruiting from
Rohilcund. Of the inhabitants who ftill remain in the country, many have
entirely given up all idea of cultivation, and fubfift by robbery alone, and the
roads are therefore (0 much infefted by them, that there is no travelling without a
ftrong guardh  On our march we were obliged to be as circumipect as if in an
enemy’s copntry. The day we lefc Ragepore Ghaut, a party of unfortensee
people, Whom oppreffion has thus driven to defperation, attacked fome camp-
followers on our flank, and killed and wounded nine men 5 an unfortunate grafs-
cutter, who had. not to the value of eight annas about him, claaths and all, ‘was
cut almoft in two by the blow of a Tulwar®. This thews how favage and def-
peiate, hunger, and want of proteftion, will make mens but in this refpeit
Rohilcund is nat fingular, murders aad .robberies are frequent in every carner
of tht_:'misq’s domiaiens ; cven, in the vicinity of gur.camps they are daiy
coimnmitted, .

. - P
Having thewn you part of what I have feen and kaow of the ftate of the
coqmry?%ghiq .(y but juft pailc ,rhn:ugh, as far as it.has come within my
knowledge view ; {think ow are conginaed that many parts of it are in a
much worlg, and mere yvrcmhé condition.than you have reprefented.  For the
truth of what I fay, T appeal to, che officers of the detachment, and I truft the
hint'wijl ipduce you s tfq Jaltice o the fubjec in the futyre letters you have
propafed to write, . [ w&mclude by fubmitting to your confideration two
propafitions : Firft, whether, it would. not be of great advinm&: to the Com-
pany, and the Mnl;ob‘,Yi ier, that the latter thould cede to the former the
country of Rohilcund, uﬁm‘u Benaces, in e of the fubfidy for maintaining
the troaps? as the Nabob hardly realizcs thirzy lacks of supees per annum from
it, he would be 4 conlidershle gaingr.thereby, and the Company would not be
lefs B3 %ﬂp W the agement. she pevepue would double or trehle ina

P i, map e pevept .
fow es producing large quantities of indigo, opium, fugar, falspetre
zﬁl‘% ;hﬂer inygﬁiisimgs, aqn% hgppingf‘s,to 2 bave tribe of men, xx)n phig
taching &0 theic couptry by preyecting agriculture,

U gkl g b el o ] " : N
¥y 1t would not. be rg? inytugl advantage to.the Company
mesﬁm Waﬁt thlg?latw gifﬁlup the entire mandgement Wf:

country (if it can :s}pﬂly be called his, when it ought to revert to the ul
a; his demile) to ;;rmir, t;ﬂm;lfm&c:m ﬁggx u;he:;d u} lic:;, «3« m rmt,anlg cg:re
of rupees annum for hi hou amily is wou 2
million Of pourids REHAR. a8 m&fa*hm Kihg of Grear Beithin recelves, and

* Scymetar.
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is nearly double what the Nabob receives at prefent from' Kls rﬂmmm It
ought not to diffatisfy him to have his allowance doubled, and be put on a
footing with the richeft, and onc of the greateft mnharchpf ofi parth, * The
Company would be great gainers 2lfo’; they might By guod managemight .
creafe the revenues to upwards of three crore of rupees per annu; fex tne apart
for the Nabob, one for the civil government and army, and one would remain
o inveft in the produce of ‘the country, viz: cloths ot varions Kinds, indigo,
opium, fugar, &c. &c¢. &c. In my appretesfion this latt would be & noble
plan, and worthy the wifdoat of our goverament to adopt ; T leave it entirgly to
you to urge it in whatever mode you think moft eiifible,

Thae fuccefs may attend your generous endeavours i the fincere with, o5 1

truft I have hewa in this, and will in fufure effotts, of A
(S’gned)  MILES,

P. 8. Since writing the ebove, a very inrelligent rivin who refides at Basrelly,
and with whom 1 had much converfation on the fubje@t of the trade of the
country, fent for my information, and to conviace e of the arbitrary, de.
teftable, and icious condu@ of the Aumils, an aurhentic copy of an order
under the feal of Huffun Ally ‘Khan, Naib or Deputy to the Aumiit of Rohid.
cund, Mindee Ally Khan, addreffed o Mahtab Chowderee, and Sew' Loll,
colle@ors of the duties, to this efc&, ¢ That heating that feveral Ewropeans
¢ had fent their agents into the country to cftablith ® cotees, and purchafe
“ fugar, he, inthe name of the Aurill, moft pofirively prohibited ie; without
“ their Brit having obtained” hit’ permiffion; ‘that’ Rohilkund being ex-
st cluded from the commercial treaty with the Goverdoi-pencral of Calcutra,
“ they had no right to trade there, and dhe dutits te be devied were wptional
“ with him; that fuch’ as’he permitted to purchafe fogar in the couptry were
* to pay the fame dutics as the § bépartes whd recailetd'in che different. bazars,
« 8¢c.” Thisduty, he obferves, is from two to thiée pupees per bag, o about
mng per cent. which amounts ‘fewly to u prohibicion, snd will pix & ftop
entirely ro the eultivation of Rgarthere, - He furdier addueed as gn-argument
0 prove how musch the Vizier tited Rohifoud, &hd'fivdied its ruin, -its being
excluded fron thie bedefits of the carinercint , ‘and Icfear the merey of &
‘hard-hearted Aumil! 1s it pofiilie that Rohitcond was meant to be sxchuded from
the 'bc:hcﬁu of t}n}' ubh:xx Mrcli‘d tréaty ¥ and if'hnh,‘ l’:"an; :I: :‘bﬁ o difcover
upon what principle, $Mr. Ives peshaps can tell; indeed, 1 have slways heard
that the tremy itkelf was the wéverfc of pa:lvanhgaom to the rade! cither of the

m":;ﬁ Mmiqnymturwdg Cﬁgm ‘ PMin:‘en but %:;rhumz the sreary has
vantage, thii o fis “guties, however “aR w:mq, is
.\\ " ““' m*mf“i' [ESLIPRE T 2T SR F1 N [ o
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Oude, Fuly 20, 1701,
Six, s J¥ly 20, 1793

IN, your paper of Saturday, June 2, I perufed with much frisfaction a let-
ter addrefied to Sic John Shore, Bart,  As the author difplays confiderable
knowledge of his fubject, 1 am willing to fuppofe him competent to complete
the talk he has afligned to himfelf, yet I fear ke has too long deferred Repping
forth to frek a remedy for the innumerable evils under w%ﬁch the e of
thefe inces already fuffer, or to prevent others with which the wretched po-
licy of the Couort of Qude is pregnant.  T'o detail as much of thefe as fall within
my own knowledge, would carry me far beyond the limits of a newfpaper ;
and if Civis proceeds, jt would be cfum‘gmn in me to anticipate him on &
fubject.which he has brought forward with fo much candor and ability. I truft,
howewer, he will excufe me, whea I venture to affure him, that deplorable a3
is the fiate of Goruckpore, and the diftrifts in the vicinity of Bahar, they are
yes, compared with Rohilcund, rich in culture and population.

In the year 1774 | adked with the army in Rohilcund, and was, in common
with :? brother-officers, equally pleafed and furprifed at the rich and flourithing
ftate of the country, md“bxe‘mmmed fituation of its mumerous inhabitapts :

‘march afforded us ample teftimony of the !ﬁgcmmm's attention to the
of .the fubjedt: on':xl‘lpthcpub!icmdt. which were in high repair, were
fpscions frone walls, -a¢ the diftance of about three miles from each other, with
leats of secommadation to afford reft and refrefhment to the weary traveller,
and over many of ghe innumersble rivers and water couries, that pour down
from:the hills, we fouad flone bridges, T:enlly confifting of from feven to
cleven ashes in-fhort, fo different, was the afpe of this m from every
nebver we had foeon in Lnxdia, that while we were exerting our endeavours
o +the.dangesous and afpiring power of the Rohillas, we were com-
.%o admire the policy, the wifdom, and the Fberality of sheir govern-
e,

Lo
Shortly sher the.treat of Jolldong | returned into the Company’s provinces,
W?W X not ;mppﬁxmnilrof re-vifiting Roﬁi‘lncummh
sas been fiid by & Member of the Houfg of Commons of its ruinous and de-
fiste ; but being in mmmindfdlwaus&d_ﬂxatupmuM,
i ic at the or deftruélive they might be in their tendency

\ impoliti ,
could in. she. Jagle of fo few effeGually ruin a country fo rich and fou-
riflainer hm%“m 1 mﬂﬂ" confidered msﬂ'etﬁomm?;” that Gentleman,

partly
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pantly the offspring of his prolific fancy, and partly as originating in inerefted
views and mifreprefentations,

Fraught with thefe ideas, I lately accampanied a party to re-vifit the field in
which | made my firft eflay in armis, and thence to retrace our former footfteps
to that difaltrous fpot where fo many brave foldiers fell inglorious, the victims
of an inhofpitable clime. What were my feclings after I had penctrated fome
diftance in Rohilcund ? I have not language to exprefs, nor can imagination
conceive, a more deplorable contraft than the whole face of the country exhi.
bited : moft of the wells are fallen in, and of thofe that remain, many are gb-
fcured by the thick jungles* which now overfpread the ample high roads of
Rohillas, leaving little more than a foot-path, fcarcely marked by the trace of
a paflenger: fome of the bridges are yet paflable, while by far the greater
number exhibit only a few mouldering piers, the melancholy monuments. of
departed fplendour; long rank grafs, and reeds, now wave over the extenfive
plains, which then difplayed the golden ear in luxurious profufion, ' Maeny of
the populous villages that we pafied on our march in 1774, arc now whelly de-
feried, and become the retreats of wild beafts, deffruftive to enankind.,. The
{plcndid palaces of the Rohillas are fallen to-decay. Their ciries, fo-lately the

. fcenes of opulence and happinefs, are humbled to the duft, and their featternd
inhabitapts immerfed in penury and woe.L Such, Sir, is the unexaggerated
picture of that once rich and Aourithing, but now miferabley cougtey.:

Bring naturally of an inquificive difpofition, whenever 1 am ow 'z march I
feek fociety among the natives, interelt yfelf in their conterns, inquire about
the produce of their crops, and into the chara@er of their Aumal or Colledtor ;
in this excurfion, followifg up my old habits, 1 converfed with many who had
feen better days ; who been nourifhed under.she foftering governmens of
the Rohillasy in cones of woice: Ihvongly expreflive of forrow and difteay, and
actually with tcars in their eyes, they fpoke of paft comfort, and depretated the
ills they yet foreboded : many with anxious fobcitude inguired, when would the
Company take the management of the country into sheir owa hands P en event
which they are firnly’ perfoaded will fome time comic so pafs, and theyappear
to anmticipate it wish uncomimon Guisfaltion. Theywrc not ignorant of ‘the

The following circumflance will conwey fome iden of the wretched flate of the pbliee in
!lﬁ% :fm r—-«Pm%‘m mom; fetth . out for this toa;.‘ éj:pmghr itogmtia:mtopwwn a kmady
Il.of exchange) for & fow pxm'-ﬁ rupees, on 2 ba Jin one of ¢ Ww m 5 i5 Row

1 w?qdn;hrefm&d,ﬁ:mpmd "!W&Ehﬂkm‘ uefted ' e ﬁmumu
%ﬁm s e gt be conveped o . e it the Gircemhfiinet belngMeown

to. the iuhwbicnts of the dity 5. to this requedk J - 0 me &x-
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many comforts en'oy_cd by the Ryots* in the Company’s provinces, and the
Hope that under the influence of the fame lenient laws and regulations, they
fhall foon be in a ftate as enviable, is their only confolation under their prefent
oppreflive burthen.of accumulated ills,

In juftice to Mirza Mindy Alli,+ the Aumil of Rohilcund, I deem it ne-
oeflary o fay, that the inhabitants of that country fpoke of him as no worle
than: his predeceflor, and. while the fame fyftem of venality and coriuption
fhall be purfued at the Court of Oude, they can have litle hope of amend-
ment by a change ; yet itis but too true, that whenever I mentioned his name,
it appeared ta ftrike my hearers with as much horror, as would the found of a
whirlwind in its approach to {weep before it their few and fcanty crops; or as
she apprehenfion atP a peftilential difeafe thar would exterminate their whole race,

Signed, PHILO CIVis.,

* HFnfbandsven.

+ One day ih M midit of g converfation I had with an old gentleman in Bereilly, on the
affurs of Rohilcund, * I knew,” faid he, ¥ Mirza Mind{l Alli, when he had not mmeans fufhi-
“ ciemt te procure even a tattoo pony, rod I gave him a horfe; though few year, have rolled
% down:the tide of time fince that period, I bave been plundered of my ail, and am reduced
“ 0 poverty 3 ‘while he, (urrounded by five thoufand attendants, rides w a Glver bouda car.
“ T%’Wm-the back of the cle , t00 elevated to look into the valley of paft favours,
“ and I {uffer in commmon with the relt of my unfortunate couutrymen . fuch 1s the dilerence
“ of our deftiny | but God is Great.”
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70 Civis.

Six,

OUR valuable letters to Sir John Shore, Bart. 6n the {tate of the Vizier’s

country, which have lately agfcared in the World, have excited, in an
uncommon degree, the attention the officers, and indeed all the European
gentlemen now in his dominions. The continuation of the fubjet is looked
for with an eagernefs and anxiety, fo highly flattering to you, that I truft you
will not abandon it, but foon again refume the pen which you have wielded
with fo much judgment and difcrecion. The minds of all have been turned
o inquire into the fa&s you have ftated, and they are not lefs aftonithed at the
moderation and accuracy with which you have treated them, than that they
fhould fo long have paffed unrectified by the government of Bengal.

To the avidity for information on the fubjeft which yow have canfed, the
public are indebted for the republication of the following letter; in it the
leading features in the Lucknow government are juftly dekneated, and an aét
portrayed, which, for injuftice and cool-bleoded crueity, ftands unequalled in
the annals of Hindoftan; every Briton who reads it muft feel his blood chilled
with horror; he muft feel mortfied in the extreme to thisk, that this a& of
barbarous butchery was perpetrated under the eye of the reprefentative of our
government, and apparently with his concurrence ; for his refufing to interfere
in behalf of the unfortunate victims muft be fo conftrued. I will not make
farther comments. 1 deave to che juftice and humanity of my countrymen to
decide, how far the author of chis favage act of cruelty and injuftice is worthy
of the fupport and friendfhip of our nation, and how far it is implicated in
the guik, by conferring nntf maintainin}(g the power by which fuch deeds are
committed. None can be furprifed, after hearing of this a&, w find that
anarchy and devaftation fhould mark the progrefs of his government ; but let
us hope that it 15 near amendment, and that the generous and humane exertions
of Ciyvis will remowe the veil from the eyes of the Bengal government, and
imprefs on their minds the neceflity of a reform, fuch as will avert the im-
pending ruin which threatens this devoted country and its afilited inhabirants ;
cvery man who is actuated by the tender feelings of Humanity, and whofe
heart yearns for the miferies of his fellow creatures, muft pray for fuch an
eveat, and nonc more fervently than

Gowspore, Aug. 20, 1793, (Signed) A BRITON.

o



{ 3 )

To the Hon. Warnen Hastines, Efg. Governor-General, (3¢, €9¢, &¢,

Camp near Etawa, Febraary 25, 1776,
Hon. Sir AND SIRS, '

I AM forry to mention a difagreeable event which happened yefterday.

The Nabob has difmifled Meer Afzul’s corps, which had been ftationed en
the other fide the Jumna, for fome time paft, with the Goffaines. There were
five months arrcars of pay due to them, which his Excellency engaged they
thould have in fifteen daz‘s; the men confidered this delay an artifice to deprive
them of their right, refufed to admit of 1, and 4000 of them marched from
their ftation to within {ix cofs of our camp. The day after their arnval the
Nabob went in perfon among them, and thought he had fettled the whole af
farr, for only a part of the pay, on the receipt of which they were to give up
their cannen and arms, and to difperfe. The perfon employed by hingxccl-
lency in conduling the negociation had carried falfe meffages, and when the
Nabob found the next day, that the matchlock-men would not give up their
arms, he refolved on cutting them all to picces: 1 heard this by chance at ten
o'clock at night, and immegintcly warted on him to diffuade him from it, as it
was an_aét that could not do him any credit. He urged their difobedicnce of
orders in leaving their ftations contrary to his injunétion, and that if after he
had fettled the matter once, and they.refufed to abide by what they had agreed
to, and he fuffered their condu@ to pafs uanoticed, his army would be con-
flantly m alwal mutiny; I anfwered, he muft expet it unlefs he paid them;
and reprefented, in the nge& terms 1 could, that his cutting them to preces
would difaffe@ his troops in ral, and that 1 thought it probable they
would not fight in fuch a csug.m:s they might naturally fay, the fame would
be their fituation another time: I obferved, on thefe occafions there were a
few who fpirited the reft; and recommended to his Excellency to pick out thofe
men and pusnith them, but to pay and difmifs all thofe who had no other hand
in the mutiny, than being led into it by perfuafion and ignorance of the con-
fequences, & fat with his Exceflency till one o'clock in the morning without
being able to diffuade him from bis refolution ; he therefore ordered his mnifter
to march agamit them carly the next morning with about 15,000 men, with
direéhons, xn ey Elve up their arms, and accepted of about 20,000 ru-
Pees, he would g&ﬂ‘w em 10 go away unmolefted ; otherwife, there fhouid
pot be a man of them Jeit ative. The matchlock-men would gladly have
0, ihy of their paj} when about two lacks were due to them,
but Jhed even’ their 0¢in'mg the fmalt fum that was offered” afl:cr

they
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they had' once grounded their arms; they were W“Jmfed"defpcrm
all treating was at an end, and they refolved o meeting their fate; ouv’:
of 4000, 1500 refuled to fight, and left the camp, fo that the engagement
was fupported by 2500, who did cvery thing that men in their deplorable ftate
could ; they had been for fome days paft reduced to the grestielt diftrefs for the
neceffaries of life, were weak and terrified by the numbers dicy had to oppofe.

Notwithftanding all the difadvantages they laboured under, the Nabob got
the vitory by a chance; he was repeatedly regulfcd, fome guns were even
taken from him, his army put to the route, when a tumbril blew up, and
threw the matchlock-men into confufion, upon which his Excellency’s troops
broke in upon them, and carried the day.

The Nabub had about 300 men killed; of the.matchksck-men there were
600, many wounded, 800 taken prifoners, and releafed to.day; the reft
cfcaped, as his Excellency’s troops fought with ill-will, and fuffered them ta.
get away, otheiwife a man could not have been faved.

The eleven old battalions, that is, thofe under Jaco, Loll, and Buffaat,
who are formed into two brigades, were not in the engagement, but drew out
when the news of the Nabob's troops having given way reached them, ‘The
men in general declared, it was not to attack the matchlock-men,. theg only
meant to defend the camp, Upon the whole, this 2@, as' might be expetted,
has given great difcontent among the troops, and it 1s the general cry, that
they are never to expet their pay, but when they can exat it. It'is well
known I advifed the Nabob aganft the meafure; and | fawter myfelf, the
credit of the Britih nation was never at a higher pitch in this country than
now, The Nabob’s behaviour at Mindighaut 1 a friking comtralk to that on
the prefent occafion. )

On my return from the Nabob, the night before the affair, .a deputatuon of
five of the matchlotk-men frefqnted me a petifion, ’ju&%. I enterad my tent;
which 1 refufed to receive: 1 underftood from them, that it contained 3 requctt
for me to get them their pay, After what had I could pot interfere
further, 1 told them they were the Nabok’s fervants,, and that the, Company.
had pothing to do with them.

I have the honour tese, 8cc.
(Signed)  F B "
Prefident st the Eait of
i Nkt oL Dde.

¥ 1 NIs



