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It was pleafant encugh to behold the terraces crowned with
women, on this occafion. Their keepers were probably abroad,
to pay their compliments to the fhaik, while the birds flew to
the tops of their cages, to tafte of the momentary fweets of li-
berty. I never {aw fo numerous a fhew of females, fome of
whom, in our neighborhood, proclaimed themfelves proficients
in the arts of coquetry, by withdrawing their vails to attradt
our notice, and dropping them again, when our eyes were fixed
upon their faces. Many were the falutations we received from
thefe good-natured creatures; whofe freedom of behavior to us,
I attribute to the rigid confinement in which they are kept. Re-
ftraint is the bane of modefty in female bofoms ; and I will ven-
ture to fay, that there are more women of loofe inclinations in
the Turkith dominions, than in ell Europe befide. So juft is the’
advice of our countryman Prior, in regard to our treatment of a
fair companion :

«¢ Be to her faults a Little blind,

Be to her virtues very kind ;

Let all her ways be unconfin'd,

And clap your padlock on her mind !”

At four o'clock we wepe fummoned to the prefence of the
fhaik, whom we found alone in & Jower apartment of his palace.
Wie were much elevated by-his arrival, and perhaps, could not bave
appeared to better advantage before our proteftor ; whofe cordial
rexeption of us befpeaks him to be fuch, in the trueft fenfe of
thewend. He feated us on the fame carpet with himélf, and
afteis fow compliments, which were interpreted to us by lbra-
him, Be- dizetied .coffce and fruit to be placed befope us.  Here
for the fislkt time we faw grapes, which were very ﬁﬁc, and a pe-

'WMM farpafles cwery thing of the kind I ever met
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with, While we were partaking of this repaft, I.had leifure to
take a full view of the fhaik, and cannot refift the inclination of
introducing a charaéter to the reader, of which I flatter myfelf
he will have reafon to be enamored hereafter.

Ifiman Abu Ally, the great thaik of the Arabs—for fuch we
would render the Shatk Ul Arab—is a fhort fat man, of about
five feet two inches high, and turned, as we lcarn, of feventy-
five. His eyes are grey, and his complexion very fair; bnt
what at once gives him a fingular and more youthful look, his
beard, which is very buthy, is colored of a bright yellow. This
exterior may not feem the moft promifing, and might create dif-
tafte, if the benevolence that beams from his countenance, were
not foremoft to fecure the heart of the beholder. Neither can
the thrillnefs of his voice, which is harfh and diflfonant, deftroy
the beauty of the fentiments, which it is infufficiently made ufe
of to convey; as the elegance of the words may fometimes atone
for the demerits of a tune. He is flill altive, for a man of his
fize and age ; and his fpirits are fo good, that were it not for
the ravage which time has made among his teeth,- he might pafs
for a younger man by twenty years at leaft. Except the viziers
of Yambo and Ghinnah, whoni we had found to be villains by
fad exper 1cnce, we had hitherto dealt with the drofs of the na-
tion. It was referved for this moment, for-us to meet withithe
polite gentleman and' the honeft man, eomprized in the pesfoit
where they ought'to be found, in the . reprefenitative-:of his
people. Happy the fubjeft of 4 virtuous fand, - whics at inve pfs
feffes and imitatel ' rare’ an -example’} Bat how fank. in, the
dbyfs of infamy #re ‘the tace, 'who Mﬂ&%ﬁbm the ftan-
dard of reftitude ] 'aiid-‘thought. daily reftodched by the lifeof
their monarch, ‘are’ fiotko-be-recinimied by the tons of suttionivi
ot the elocution of aftive virtde!

‘We had quickly caufe $o find, that we had nét-given ‘the fhaalk

5 too



[ 265 ]

too much credit for his integrity. His impatience to acquit him-
felf in our opinion, of any connivance at the conduft of his
fervants, could fcarcely be reftrained by the forms of civility,
which precluded bufinefs during our repaft. But no fooner was
it énded, than he fhifted the converfation, and came dircély to
the point which we were fo much concerned in. He lamented
the treatment which we had undergone, and which could only
liave happened int his abfence; and he vehemently reprobated
the behavior of his officers, which he was determined ¢to punifh
in the moft exemplary manner. After a few leading queftions,
which tended to confirm the report that had been made to him
touching our ftory, he profefled, that his return to Ghinnah
had been haftened on our account. That he had come pur-
pofely to do us ftriét juftice on our perfecutors, and to difpatch
us under a fafe conduét to Cairo. As a proof of his fincerity,
he ordered Ally, the brother of the deceafed Mahomet, to be
brought before him. e had been previoufly taken into cuftody,
and was waiting without, to be examined. With this fellow,
came Sauker, one of the rogues who had affifted to plunder us,
and who of his own accord, produced the things which had fallen
to his fhare, in the divifion of the fpoils. He laid them at the
thaik’s feet; and with the greateft effrontery declared, that he
had taken them, only to fecure thém from the thieves of the
houfe: and that-his -truth might be deduced from his care
of our property.’ Though his offence was palpable, this
ftep was fufficient to fkréen him from punifhment in a ceun-
try, ‘where retribution is 4ll that is required by the profecutor,
and whete juftice is generally to be appeafed by pecuniary fines.
Buot “the ilkisdeifed Ally did not efoape in this manner. He
boldty Mw*%amg robbed us of money or vatuables, and wa.
loudly éwaimmg st the injuftice of the accufation, when the
fhaik raifed his voice, and a dozen Abyflinian flaves fuddenly
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feized on the colprit, and hurried him out of the room. We
were in pain for the fellow, and were meditating on the confe-
quences of his arreft, when he was brought into our prefence
again, bound hand and foot, with a chain ‘about his neck, by
which he was held. He was on the point of receiving the baf-
tinado on his knees, when he confefled the charge, and promifed
to return all that he had taken from us. The fhaik was in-
clined to infli¢t the punithment on him; but by the interpofi-
tion of thofe about him, in which we joined, he femitted it for
the prefent; and direted Ally to be led ‘home, that he might
produce the goods. Our triumph was complete. One of our
antient enemies had atoned for his ¢rime,.in a midhner that out-
went the moft fanguine idea of revenge. The other was humbled
at our feet. He furvived indeed : but it was only to abafe Him-
felf before us, and to depend upon our moderation for his
fecarity !

In about half an hour Ally returned, and produced a few of
the leaft valuable articles. He earneftly requcﬁed until the morn-
g to deliver up the reit, and to repay us the money that he had
cheated us out ef. This was granted him at our defire, and
the prifoner committed 10 his own houfe, under the cuftody of a
ftrong guard.

Several of the fhaik’s courtiers had come in during this exami-
nation, among whom were his nephew and the guondam hakeem.
We found the latter was in difgrace, and endcavased to tnake his
peace, by expreffing to his mafter, the- many awigwdm we lay
under to his care of our-perfons, ''The MM% only fhook
his head in reply, andwayed mzﬁm@@ “ieiving us to attend
again at feven m&ock this next mbmﬁﬁg”w it e had fummoned
a full court of juftice tawmﬁhqwmpﬁ'm. He difmiffed us,

with frefh affurances of his protefions nd, as anearnett of whit
10 we
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we might expe&, he direfted our fervants to carry home the reco-
vered goods in triumph before us,

SUNDAY, jift Avcusr.

We breakfafted betimes, and at feven o'clock went to the fhaik's
houfe. The courtwete already affembled in an open {pot before
the houfe, which was thaded by an high wall from the morning
fun. Here we found the fhaik encompafied by his great men,
with a number of foldiers and attendants at fome diftance in their
front. Carpets were fpread in the intermediate fpace for our re-
ception. Here we feated ourlelves, after making our obeifance to
the fhaik, and waited in filence the iffue of the trial. Next to the
fhaik’s right hand was placed his nephew, and, as we underftand,
his declared fucceflor in the government. He is a comely and
good-humored looking man, {feemingly between thirty and forty
years of age; and by his behavior, appeared to be lefs our enemy
thatt any other of his dncle’s counfellors. So unhappy is this up-
right and humane prince in the lot of his fervants.

Juft before we came'in, the culprit Ally had undergone a fevere
baftinado, on again proving refrattory; and the hakeem was fent
to fearch his houfe for the ftolen goods.  This occafioned a paufe
in the proceedings, which wexg interrupted by the fudden appear-
ance of the vizier, who, to our great aftonifhment, took a feat
which was vacant next to the haik's nephew. This confidence
was unexpefted, and filled us with unfavorable prognoftics of the
event of our fuit. Butour doubts were of fholt continuance. He
had enteved ynregarded by his mafter, and was talking with great
cafe Wﬁhﬂﬁ M;him, when the thaik turned about, and in a fo-
lemn tome, afked hithdor the hauls dnd things, which he had re-
C&MM%W% en, The whole frame of this gay

courtier was evidently pofed by this queftion. He had pro-
Mm2 bably
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bahly laid his account with our {upprefling the part he had taken
againft us, after the high hand with which he had once floppéd the
accufation of Abdul Ruffar, and was unprepared with an evafion.
His countenance inflantly was difrobed of' its pleafantry; his
limbs trembled, and his tongue faltered in framing a reply,” the
fubftance of which was, that he was a firanger to' the matter with
which he was charged. We were athamed of the meannefs of a
man of his rank, but the wrath of the (haik was wound up to
the higheft pitch at the hearing of this falfehood. He was confirmed
of the guilt from the fymptoms which the offender difplayed ; and
without calling any frefh evidence to corroborate it, he proceeded
todecidc, But he could hardly find utterance for his orders,
which were to arreft and flog the vigier immediately. A number
of flaves ftarted from the croud, to execute the pleafure of their
lord. The aftonifhed minifter could not believe his ears, and
would fain have perfuaded himfelf that the affair was a jeft. He
was prefently convinced of his miftake. The officers of juftice
laid violent hands upon his perfon, tumbiéd him from his proud
feat, and in a rude manner hurried him away, in fpite of his out-
cries and froitlels vefiflance. This behavior ferved only to exaf-
perate the fhaik, His eyes flathed with the honeft indignation
which lighted his bofom; his ftrength could fcarcely fapport the
agitations of his mind; and after fome effort, he raifed himfelf
from his carpet, and repeated his commands in a voice, that fruck
terror into the breafts of all prefent, 'He was wm fur-
rounded by a crond of his doustiers, who! k"iﬂh@ His hands, em-
braced his knees, atid utercoded with him Wﬁm rdon of the
vizier. Thefe nobles tooktio (hurein ﬁm&% monarch,
and were only attentive 1o exm%pw ‘apte-of their body, though
at the cxpence of honor and julfice.”

Imuftown that [ was'conéerned at the fearful Stugtion ofa pian,
who had never been guilty of any aStual violenoce towasily 1e, and

5 whofe
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whofe greateft trefpafs was the reccipt of prefents, on his affu-
rances of protetion, when he permitted of our being plundered by
our inhofpitable hoft and his adherents. Thefe, however, were
crimes of the deepeft dye, in the eyes of the good old fhaitk. When
we dire€ted I1brahim to plead for the inoffenfive conduét of the vi-
zier towards ws, he would not hear of any apology for a villain,
who had 0 little the honer of his country at heart, as to injure
its charalter by winking at the maltreatment of ftrangers. Ile
could the lefs overlook it in a fervant of his own, and added, that
it was at our inftance only, he would remit the punifhment due to
his enormity. The mortification neverthelefs was referved for the
vizier, that he fhould be brought before us, difarrayed of his gay
appasel, his hands bound behind him, and a chain faftened about
his neck. In this miferable plight, he was told of the obligation
he wag under to our generous application; and led home by a
guard, to produce his ill-gotten acquifition, as his only hope of
fafety. We obferved a general murmur among the grandees, at
the compliment which' was paid us on this occafion. The dif-
grace of one of their body excited no friendly fentiments towards
us; aud not a few menacing looks were thrown upon us from
the circle. Omn the other hand, the fhaik harangued them in a fen-
fible and pathetic fpeech, on the honor of their nation. He caft
the mofl juft and fevere reproaches on the charaéter of the abfent
minifter, and warned them in futyre, againft fuch inhuman
pradtices towards Chriftians and ftrangers. He then turned to
us with the kindeft afpect, and re-affured us of his protetion. He
thanked us for the confidence which we had repofed in him, in
venturing through a country, fo remote and unknown; and la-
mented. anew, that his abfence from his capital had given room
for qur repenting the experiment: He fuppofed that no fociety,
howevet enlightoned, was free from the clafs of reptiles by which
we bad fuffered ; and. the law provided a juft retaliation for the

offence.
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offencz.  But he attributed the commiffion of the offence to the
neglet of the hakeem of Ghinnah, who had flumbered like an
unwary centinel on his duty. For this he had been difcharged
from his office, and a flave of his own been fent to take care of us
until his arrival.  All that was now wanting to complete our fa-
tisfation, was the recovery of our lofles, which he would fee ef-
feCted ; and our journey to Cairo, which he fwore fhould be ac-
complithed without an injury being offered to an hair of our
heads.

As viitue as well as vice is magnified by comparifon, it will not
appear extraordinary, that our encreafing regard for this great
man began to border upon enthufiafm. Reader! if thou art of
the yielding kind, if thy mould is fufceptible of tender impre(-
fions—{fay, when furrounded by a croud of homely females, did
thy heart never beat high at the approach of tranfcendant beau-
ty ? So, from the cloud of mifcreants that encompafied his throne,
fhot forth the glories of the Egyptian king! So bright, fo peei-
lefs did he rife from the contraft. So unworthily ftationed, and
yet fo worthy of the flation in which his birth had placed
him! Nurfed in the lap of ignorance and barbarifm, like another
Peter, he had triumphed over nature. Nor opinion could warp,
nor habit could bind him. He nobly fpurned the prejudices of
education, and, without any guade, fave the impulfe of innate
goodnefs, he foared to the fuperior heights of virtue. She foem-
ed the miftrefs of his inclinations, rathe; than of his eleGtion or
intereft; and, befide him, xhe wnrld may afford hut few fubjedts
of fuch an influence. 1t is frue, thutﬂhas cpdmy&xmmre not
crowned with the facees’ that ﬂ:mgm&%@d Mfe of Peter the
Great. But Peter attendpd move to the aggrandizement than the
morals of his peaple 5 and, with all-the great ualitics of the herp,
fank infinitely below the Egypmn, in the feclings’ of the man.
The latter was fit to have ruled over an enhgmmim%nm

hile
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While the former, after all his victories, was, in many refpelts,
an example unworthy of imitation !

Our ignorance of the Arabian language obliged us to have re-
courfe to our interpreter, for' an acl».nowlcdbment of thefe fa-
vor's. But at the fame time, it faved us the confufion of appear-
ing atalofs for a fuitable reply. We fheltered ourfelves under
this fortunate circum{tance, which, in a great mealure, left our
patron to conceive a gratitude, which words would have but poor-
ly exprefied.

A meflenger now arrived with two fhauls and my creefe, from
the vizier. The other fhaul, he faid, he had parted with; and
the piftols he had given to Ally. Once more, therefore, was the
wretched Ally produced before the court ; and on denying the re-
ceipt of them, the baftinado was again infliCted on him *. Be-
fides the articles which had been reftored, there were ftill a filver
urn, a pair of gold knee-buckles, and a quantity of valuable linen
to be accounted for. Not to fpeak of the money which they had
obthined from us, under various pretences. But thefe were faid
to have fallen to Mahomet's fhare in thedivifion; and his robbery
and death were made a plea of by the family, to'fatisfy us for our
lofs. The thaik would not hear of this apology, which he term-
ed falfe and evafive. And fooner than we fhould fuffer by that
family, he declared, that he would fir order their fubftance to
be difpofed of, and if that would not repay us for our loffes,
Ally and the reit of them fhould be fold as flaves, to make up the
fum. 1t was now time for us to interfere. The matter was’ex-
ceeding the bounds to which we meant to pufh it ; and policy, as

& This is a wery novel as well as fearful punifhment, The prifoner is placed up-
right Mnhg- nd, with bis hands and f gt bound together, while the execuationcr
ftand¢ béfors !um. lnd-g m&'h a thort ftick, firkes him with a fmart motion on the
outfide of M knpek. | wn which anks from thefe firokes, is exquifitely le-
vese, and vhht o eoalhmmn tould (’upport for any continuance,

well
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well as humanity, prompted us to drop it. Our principal aim
was to get from Ghinnah, under a proper proteétion. Our peérfe«
cutors had been chaftifed, and it was preferable for us to put up
with fome inconvenience, rather than run the rifk of being de-
tained here, in the purfuit of full redrefs. Omnthis account we
liftened to the mediation of the hakeem, and fome of the céur«
tiers, who befeeched us to withdraw our claim to all but eighty
dollars of the remaining debt, which Ally might raife from the
camels he poflefled. Our acquiefeence in this propofal gained us
credit with all prefent, and drew a particular compliment from
the worthy fhaik ; who protefted, that he could not but admire
our generofity, though it was exertifed at the expence of their
national charatter. The reader, perhaps, may agree with us,
that we ought not to have f{ubfcribed to this infinuation, as fuch
a man as was then before us, was enough to redeem his natien
from obloquy.

The court now broke up, and we were difmiffed, not a ligtle
pleafed with this mode of adminiftering jutice. 'The punifhment
mfliéted upon robbers in other countries, fupprefies the growth of
them in the general opinion. But when we reflec on the frequent
robberies that aré committed in our own, it feems doubtful, whe-
ther the feverity of the fentence anfvers the expefted end. Fora
traveller, at leaft, who has his own ihteref¥ moft 4t heart, the fa-
tisfaltion which we received was infinitely more eligible, than any
that could havs boen ‘made us of a fanguindry nactirél’ -We had
recovered what we had loft all ¢xpeftution of fechig again 5 and to
our hafbe and gwdawmwy, is 16" be attifonied’our not obtain-
ing the unconditionsl Benefit of, t@m fHaikid' dectee.  As a-finall
token of our refpett, on our retufi howd, we made vp Rich a
prefent as we judged would Hifvioft utceptable-td ¥ dvim of thig’
snion of mind, and fent it to thehaik by Ihrahim 1t confifiéd of
a couple of fine fhauls, an Indian carpet and’ palasmpore, #fit an

handfome
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handfome fabre-and cafe of piftols. The fabre and piftols, tho
articles of the gréateft value, he returned, and fent us many thanks
for ouriremembrance of him in the reft, which he faid he would
heeyzforwr fake. Healfo told Ibrahim, that he had direfted a
merdchast to furnith us with camels for our journey, as the river
wasitop perilous for us to venture on. This laft inftance of his at-
tention ferved to rivet in our minds the charafter of Ifman Abu
Ally, who isindeed a pearl thrown to the {wine of Ghinnah.

MONDAY, 1t Sepremaer.

. Our whole thoughts now are turned to our departure, The
merchant attended us early this morning, in company with the
hakeem, to fettle the price of our camels. The common price is
from eight to ten dollars each, and it is not furprizing that we pay
the higheft. But the number of camels which they obliged us to
take, was what vexed. us the moft. We want but nine for our-
fclves and fervants, and they infift upon our providing fix more for
the ufe of our guard, Thefe are our camel-drivers, who, in our
late journey, were wont to ride two upon a cdmel; but in the
longer one we are about to enter upon, are to have a beaft apiece.
Thefe additional camels will greatly encreafe the expence; but
were the demand an impofition, we are determined to fubmit to
it with a good grace, rather than trouble the fhaik any further
upon our fcore. 'We with not to add to the number of enemies
we have in this town, and mean to quit it with the utmoft *dif-
patch. We defired the hakeem, therefore, to advange the mer
chant the eighty dollars which he was to levy upon Ally, as an
carncft for the hire of hjs camels, |

A thought fruck me during our examinagion yefterday, which
1 would not have had verified for the treafures of Egypt. The
fhaik is old and very corpulent; and had it fo happened that he

Nn had
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had burft a blood-veffel in the heat of his paflion, I was npevoly
ing the probable confequences in my mind. There was nota
man of rank prefent, whom we could confider in the Light of our
friend. Even the nepliew was neuter ; and there is no certainty
of the part he would have taken, had fich an accident befalicn
his uncle. In truth, there i3 little doubt but we fhould have
paid for his favor with our lives. Such a backwardnefs had been
fhewn before his arrival to bring the offenders to juffice, and fuch
a forwardnefs in his prefence to fkreen them from punithment,
that the fhaik faw through the partiality of his officers, and re-
prehended them for it. One particular circumftance that betray-
ed their bent, is worthy of remark, and efcaped me in the rela-
tion of the bufinefs of yefterday. ‘The gold buckles which had
been taken by Ally were put down in the lift of our loffes, at what
the Arabs imagined an exorbitant value. They could not flip
fuch an occafion of gratifying their malice, and lowering our in-
tereft with the king. They boldly taxed us with exaggerating our
loffes, and endeavoring to profit by their mafter’s clemency. They
demanded that a jeweller might be fent for, to afeertain the truth
of their charge. ‘To this the fhaik was averfe, as, perhaps, con-
ceiving we might have erred through miftake. But at our in-
ftance a jeweller attended, whofe evidence defeated the malice of
our enemies. He weighed them in the prefence of the court, and
pronounced the gold to be equal to thé value affixed, indepen-
derit of the workmanfhip, which-was fo rare and fo curiows, that
he fippofed it muft have enhanced the price of the buckles more
than onchalf. ¥t muf® bé obferved, that'this-jeweller, like the
other mechanics of this tountry, was a Chriftian, and knew the
fhaik too well, t6 be afraid of fpexking the truth, to tho great
confuflon of ot aceulers; who werd completely crefi-falion at this'

epict.
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We had a frefh proof in the afternoon of the fhaik’s concern
for our welfare. It feems that the camels which went to Cairo
wvith the company of Turks, luckily returned this forenoon, and
as.they belong to the thaik, he is determined to accommodate us
with ¢hem, . ;This mtelligence is jult brought us by the hakeem,
whq has fent to the merchant for our money to pay to the fhaik's
people. We .are not a little rejoiced at this change, which will
add not only to our fecurity, but enfure us good treatment from
the camel-drivers on the road. At five o'clock they came to pay
their refpelts to us; and we have promifed the head-man, who
we find is the chief of the camel-drivers of Ghinnah, and an office:
of no finall confequence, a prefent.of a drefs on our armval at
Cairo, His camels are to be ready to-morrow evening, when we
are to fet out on our journey through the wildernefs. We fhall,
in all likelihood, fall into the track of the children of Ifrael,
when they fled from the verdant banks of the Nile, and took re-
fuge on the fhores of Arabia. We are to ftrike into the road to Suez,
to fhun the parties tha}; hover about the river; and it was not far
below that city, that the Ifraclites were fuppofed to have croffed
the Red-fea. I cannot, however, fupprefs my regret, at lofing
this oppertunity of going down the Nile. Had I been a man
who travelled for his amufement, I fhould not probably have ex-
perienced this difappointment. I would have waited here, agree-
ably to an offer which the fhaik made, or have gone to Jirje, as
the little Turk propofed, until the troubles on the river were
fubfided. No obftacle fhould. have deterred me from exploring
the courfe of fo cefebrated a ftream, but my being charged- with
bufinefs of a public nature, which will not admit of delay. The
importance of this charge has been the rule of condu& of, at
leadt, Mr. Hammond and myfelf. It induced us to commit our-

' felves. to an Open boat in the Red-fea, in the hotteft and moft un-
favorable feafon of the year; snd it now prompts us to embark
Nna chearfully
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chearfully in & journey through a defart, unknown even to the in-
habitants of the country; and which, except in the inftances I
have recited, has not been traverfed for this century paft, by any
but the outcafts of the human kind | .

In the afternoon wewere vifited by three Chriftian merchants,
who live at Dundara, a town about three houts, or twelve miles
diftancedown the river. They are come here to compliment the
fhaik on his return, and are the moft creditable people of the
mercantile clafs whom we have feen. They had tarbans of a blue
checkered pattern, to diftinguith them from Muffulmen; and no
native Chriftian is allowed to wear them of other colors, though
this reftrition is not enforced with ftrangers. Thefe merchants
inform us, that there is an Italian gentleman, who has refided at
Dundara for thefe thirty years paft, and who is a painter by pro-
feflion. But we find that he has exercifed his art rather for his
amufement than profit; and that his own houfe alone is adorned
with the produéions of his pencil. We are curious to know the
adventures which brought fuch a charactes tg fettle in this obfcure
corner, and, did our time permit, we fhould readily accept of
thefe merchants’ offer to bring us together. Notwithftanding the
unfavorable difpofition of his fubjets towards them, every thing
confpires to prove the fhaik’s affection for Chriftians. All his
principal domeftics, and particularly his fecretaries, who enjoy
his unlimited confidence, are of this perfuafion. -Indeed, all
ranks of them join to found the praifes of the prefent fhaik, who
ftands between them and the eppreflion of the Arabs,” ¥e has
beerr their guardian for forty years:and upwards ; and 1 fear there
will be a great change in their fituation at hisdeath.

TUESDAY, 48 SppriMsER.

 We were furrounded - this pworaing by a eroud of fervante-ds
lnging to she fhaik, who expe& money from us. Though we
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might have got rid of them, by threatening to complain of their
infolence, we chofe to avoid the odium of- fuch a meafure; and
called upon the hakeem to accommodate the matter for us. Thofe
who affifted €6 punifh the offenders, we agreed to gratify with a
piece of gold each : and the hakeem difmiffed the reft, as not be-
ing'entitied to our bounty.

At eight o'clock we had a meffage from the fhaik to attend
him. , We found him, as before, encompafled by his principal
courtiers ; and he obligingly defired us to feat ourfelves upon
carpets befide him. He told us, that he had folicited our pre-
fence, to give us into the charge of the mafter of his camels,
who is dignified with the title of a fhatk. This man was ac-
cordingly called before us, and the fhaik addreffing him by the
name of Hadgee Uttalah, informed him, that he was to convey
us and our baggage fafe to Cairo; and that fhould we prefer
the leaft complaint againft his conduét, his head fhould anfwer
for it. Nothing could be more fatisfattory to us, than a charge
like this, fo publicly delivered; and of the weight of which,
Hadgee Uttalah himfelf appeared to be fo fully fenfible. It not
only tended to fecure us from the danger of treachery on the
road, but the warmth with which the fhaik efpoufed our caufe,
was, in our opinion, the ftrongeft bulwark we could have againft
the fecret malevolence of our enemies. The good old man be-
came very familiar with us, and afked a thoufand queftions con-
cerning the natural and artificial productions of our country.
He admired a china bowl which belonged to the major ; but de-
clined taking it, as common earthen-ware was full good endugh
for bim. From this, however, he took occafion to mention an
European, who had been long in his fervice, and had the in-
genuity to imitate china very clofely. He called for a fpecimen
of this fellow's tkill; and we were furprized to fee a couple of
vafes deficately wrought and painted. We were defirous to be-
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hold the artift, but were informed by the fhaik, that he was feft
behind at 2 town up the river. We now heand many doesi
anecdotes of this Englifhman, as he called himfelf., “That he
delighted in high-feafoned dithes, and dtank fuch 2 guantity of
fpirits, that it was a wonder his infide was-uot confumed by fire.,
"This intemperance fuited but ill with the femplitity and fobrety
of the Arabians. But the thaik was polite enough to fay, . that
the report which had been made to him of our mode of Jjvimg,
had effaced the difagreeable impreflions which he had received of
our countrymen. He would venture toadd, however, that one
article of luxury, which he obferved to' be in ufe at our table,
had given rife to the ideas of our wealth, and fingled us out as
a beneficial prize to his covetous fabjefts.. And this was the
filver, of which our cups and fpoons were .compofed. To a
people who were accuftomed to wooden utenfils, that glit.
tering’ metal was a bait, which had allured them to an
unjuft though tempting purfuit. ¥Far as it was from exculpats
ing the conduct of the Arabs, we could pot but feel the force
of this oblique reproof. The modeft manners of the antient
Romans, when in the meridian of their greatnefs, recurred to
our imaginations, We blufhed for our deviating fo much from
their example, in the preferice of a man, who trod in their foot-
fteps without a mark to diret hirh.  And perhaps, for once in
our lives, we defpifed the fymbols of oftentation and the effemi-
nacy of fathion !

While we were thus engaged, the relations.of the foldier who
murdered Mahomet, togeéther with the camel-drivers of the cara.
van, vere brought before the fhaik. They were accompanied
by the father andl brother of the deceaféd, who appeared as pro-
fecutors. The witheffés for ¢ naking little or no de-
ferice, the trial was foort con s dnd fentence of Jedthrwas
pafied’ upon him by the theik. Although the muedoner covke a

prifoner
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prifoner yeflerday from Cofire, it is remarkable, that he was not
prefent on this occafion, nor allowed to offer any thing in bar
to his condemination, If, hewever, the falutary laws of our free
couftitution are wanting here, the lofs would not be felt, could
‘this country continue to boaflt of its prefent equitable judge.
But. thofe Jaws were provided to guard as much againft the en-
croachments of the crown, as the machinations of the fubjéc.
Happy the foil in which they flourifh | Thrice happy the people
who bafk beneath the funfhine of freedom ; and depend not upon
the uncertain charater of a chief magxﬁ:rate ;. upon the virtues or
vices of a king 1 -

As the name of thc young fhaik of Coﬁm has not been men«
tioned in this trial, we fuppofe that he was wronged by report,
or fkreened by intereft from the charge in which his comrade was
involved, [t had come to the Shaik Ul Arab’s ears, that this
young man and his. father had extorted money and cffets from
us. The accufation had been: framed by his courtiers, who were
perhaps, jealous of the advantages they had derived from us; and
every perfuafion was now ufed to make us acquicfce in it. Had
we given fope to.our refentment againdt this treatherous pair, it is
likely,  that we: fhould have fupported the accufation; which
opened a way. to redrefs for their impofitions at Cofire, and their
inhumanity,in betraying us 'into. the hands of fuch villains at
Ghinnah, But-onegood altion which they performed. towards
us, cutweighed the multitude of ‘their mifdeeds in our minads,
We semembered that our lives and property had been at their
mercy, hoth at Cofire,” and in-the road to this place. ' The firft
had got been attempted by them; -and when the laft eould not
have.bieem witheheld from them,, we acknowledged 2 merit in their
forbearancs, when: um:Wwbxch excited them to. extort 8
part, conld:have: put:them. in: poffeffion of ithe whole, Weak as
this teafoning may appmc to. the ficklers for juftice, it had

force -
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force enough with us to opetate in favor of the delinguents.
‘We knew the unlicenfed tempers of the .Arabs, and» it wag
but fair to judge of them by their own role-of afhion. We
declined, therefore, the fhaik’s kind offer ito call thefe ' fellows
to account; and profeffed an ignorance of their being.any otherw
wife acceffary to our misfortunes, than by their faral recommen-
dafion to the family now before us.

We had no latent meaning in this application, but the veneras
ble-fhaik did not let it pafs unnoticed.: Hé pointed out the cer-
tainty of the detection of villainy, either fodner or later. He de~
duced it from the inftance which was now before him ; where,
without a friend to take our part, the wrongs which we had fuf-
fered had accidentally come to his knowledge, and the authors
thercof had been punithed according to their deferts. He
called upon the father of Ally to own, that the hand of Pro-
vidence was to be feen through the whole of this tranfation. That
his fons were but the inftruments of our fafety, though avowedly
our enemies ; and under the notion of enriching themfelves at
our expence, had prevented our falling into the lurking perils
which-awaited u$ on the river. But that their intentions had been
juftly rewarded. While we were {heltered under royal patronage,
one of his fons had fallen in a conteft, about the very pro-
perty.of which he had deprived us; and the other was crip-
pled 'with blows, and covered with difgrace on the fame ac-
courit. The confufion of :Ally and his father was not to be
coticealed atthis incident. They feesned to be fufficiently huin-
bled by the melanchdly end of Mahomet, but this pathetic exhor-
tation of the fhaik's had an evident effe® upon their feelings ; and
the:heart o be corewpe indogl, thit was not amended by it.
For:my owrpart, I never. was #5%dified by the diftoupfe of =.di-
‘wirtty a8 1 have been, by lifténing to the fentimente of this un-
Searned Mahometan. And it is not to be wondered:at. .His lan-
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gwage was that of the heart, and his opinions breathed the fra-
grance of truth. His doftrine was a refleftion of his life, and
both equally bright and unfullied. When he admonithed, he
direGed himfelf to the confciences of his audience; and he never
failed to convince, though it is plain he failed to reform *,

At ten o'clock we took our leave of the fhaik, but are to fee
him again before our departure, which is fixed for ten o'clock at
fight. On our return home we met a man carrying a red flag,
and uttering aloud fome proclamation. His head was crowned
with a chaplet of bays, and the croud were very attentive to his
words. We enquired into the purport of his bufinefs, and were
told, that he was an herald, who daily gives notice of the rifing of
tht Nile. We underftand that it is now near its greateft height;
and expect, when we get into the flats of Lower Egypt, to find the
country entirely under water.

Wae

* *From a paflage which & have lately met with in Ds, Pococke’s Trayels through
Egypt, I am induced to think that he cncountered this amiable perfonage, and was
indebted to him for letters, which procured him both civility and proteion during
his voysge upthe Nile. Ifman Abu Ally was, from our information, poffeffed of
Ins prefent dignity in the year 1737, and, of all the Arabians, was the meft likely
to.extend his humartity to firangers. The paflage is this

¢ On the 3d of January, the wind not favoring us, we ftopped at a place abgut
three miles from * Furfhout. Here refides the great fhaik +, who is governor of all
the country on the weft as far as Affotian. Y waited on the fhaik’s fecretary, witha pre-
fent of five or fix pounds of coffee; inreturn, he fent a live fheep to the convent to
entertan me with, and introduced me to the dhark, who was 1n an Arab drefs, fitting in
a corner of a room. He rofe on my entrance, and my fervant brought in my prefent,
which confifted of two boxes of prunellas, two of other fweetmeats, and fome glafs
veflels. He afked where I intended to go? I told him, to the Cataradt. He replied,

with & geod-natured fmile, that a boat | 3 1 lately went up; and that thepeo-
ple faidy m?mmﬁimwm to the comntry, in order o return and
Qe take

® Fomihout Isin the peighborhoad of Chinm¥i.
4 The literal meaning of the Shaik Ul Asab.
' 4 1a this boat was Capt, Norden, well knowa for his accorate accounts of the antiquities of Egypts
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We have been employed the whole day in prcparing for our ex«~
pedition.  Bread, bifcuit, and flour were brought us in the aftes-
noon, fufficient to ferve us a fortnight; and with the beans pro-
vided for our camels, run us up a bill of eighty dollars. Bat in,
this account are mcluded a fheep and an half, which are fiied
down in clarified ghcc or butter, and twenty new fkins to carry
our water, With this flock, we truft at leaft to keep famine
from our heels, in this journey through the inhofpitable wild
which divides us from Cairo. We had paid the balance of our
camel-hire, which amounted in the whole to 1 go dollars; and were
in readinefs to attend the fhaik, previous to our departure. But
the camel-drivers are either fuperftitious, or have fomething to de-
tain them until to-morrow night. They came to us about eight
o'clock, and told the hakeem it had juft occurred to them, that
to-morrow was the new moon; a time above all other the moft
lucky to commence a journey. He appeared very angry at their
having adopted fuch an idea at fo late an hour ; and finding that
no arguments could conquer their defire toremain here to-night,
he referred them to the fhaik for an anfwer. The good old man
was vexed at the delay they intended us, But his good-nature in-
clined him to their fide. He fent for Ibrahim, and direfted him.
to tell us, that though the requeft was abfurd in itfelf, the hu-
moring their prejudices would be the readieft way to enfure the
regard of thefe people. We fubmitted without a murmur to this
itk{ome detention ; and the mare fo, as the fhaik has added to his
former kindnefs, by giving a camel to our condultor Hadgee Ut~
tahah, tozfm us that expence.

We
takerit ; and then defired to kirow what i ! T told him the rabhed i
ties. M obferved, that we had no fuch in Bigiand, and sfced gwhether, if

they fhould go into pur country, we would permit them to fes every thing ; adding,

that he would give me letters, and a man to go with me, o that I might be affured

1 fhould travel fecurely.” Chap, 6. Pococke’s Travels.
e
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gwage was that of the heart, and his opinions breathed the fra-
grance of truth. *His doftrine was a refle€tion of his life, and
both equally bright and unfullied. When he admonithed, he
direGted himfelf to- the confciences of his audience; and He never
failed to convince, though it is plain he failed to reform *.

.. At ten o'clock we took our leave of the fhaik, but are to fee
him again before our departure, which is fixed for ten o'clock at
night. On our return home we met a man carrying a red flag,
and uttering aloud {ome proclamation. His head was crowned
with a chaplet of bays, and the croud were very attentive to his
words. We enquired into the purport of his bufinefs, and were
told, that he was an herald, who daily gives notice of the rifing of
tht Nile. We underftand that it is now near its greateft height;

and expect, when we get into the flats of Lower Egypt, to find the
country entirely under water,

We

* 'From a paflage whlch & have lately met with in D:. Pococke's Travels through
Egypt, I am induced to think that he cncountered this amiable pcrfonage, and was
indebted to him for letters, which procured him both civility and proteftion dufing
his voysge upthe Nile. Ifman Abu Ally was, from out information, poffeffed of
.l prefent dignity in the year 1737, and, of all the Arabians, was the moft likely
to-extend his humarity to firangers. The paflage is this :

¢ On the 3d of January, the wind not favoring us, we ftopped at a place about
three miles from ® Furfhout. ' Here refides the great fhaik +, who is governor of all
the country on the weft as far as Affouan. T waited on thethaik’s fecretary, witha pre-
fent of five or fix pounds of coffee ; inreturn, he fent a live fheep to the convent to
entertainme with,and introdyced me to the dhaik, who was in an Arab drefs, fitting in
a corner of a room. He rofe on my entrance, and my fervant brought in my prefent,
which confifted of two boxes of prunellas, two of other fweetmeats, and fome glafs
veflels. - He afked whete I intended to go? 1 told him, to the Catara&t. He replied,
with. & geod-natused fmile, that 2 boat gf Franks 1 lately went up; and that the peo-
ole faidy wmm‘wm wafithto the. country, in order $o retuin and

Qe take

© Fonfout isin the peighborheed of Ghinmiti.
4 The literal meaning of the Shaik Ul Arab.
1 1a this boat was Capt. Norden, well knowa for his accurate accounts of the antiquities cf Egypta
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We have been employed the whole day in prcpargng for our ex«
padmon Bread, bifcuit, and flour were brought us in the afta:..
noon, fufficient to ferve.us a fortmght 5 and with the beans pro-
vided for our Camcls, run us up a bill of eighty dollars. But in
this acoount are mcluded a fheep and an half, whxcb are fried
down. in clanﬁcd ghcc or butter, and twenty new fkins to carry
our- water. Wxth this ftock, we truft at lealt to keep famine
from our heels, in this jour ney through the inhofpitable wild
which divides us from Cairo. We had paid the balance of our
camel-hire, whxch amountcd in the whole to 1 sodollars; and were
in readinefs to attend the fhaik, previous to our departure. But
the camel-drivers are either fuperftitious, or have fomething to de-
tain them until to-morrow night, They came to us about eight
o'clock, and told the hakeem it had juft occurred to them, that
to-morrow was the new moon; a time above all other the moft
lucky to commence a journey. He appeared very angry at their
having adopted fuch an idea at o late an hour ; and finding that
no arguments could conquer their defire toremain here to-night,
he referred them to the fhaik for an anfwer. The good old man
was vexed at the delay they intended us, But his good-nature in-
clined him to their fide. He fent for Ibrahim, and direfted him.
to tell us, that though the requeft was abfurd in itfelf, the hu-
moring their prejudices would be the rcadu:ﬁ _way. to en(ure the
mgard of thefe people. We fubmxtted thhout amurmur to this.
irkfome detention ; and the mare f0, as the fhaik has added to his
former kindneds, by giving a camcl to our condutor Hadgcc Ut~
talah, to fave us that expence.

takesit ; and then defired to dkvow what ¥
tics. ' Mo obferved, that we had no fuch. rdisis i Afked iw)
they thauld o into owr country, we would m:m them to #q em,y thmguddmg,
that he would give me letters, and a man t0 go with me, fo that I might be affurcd

[ fhould travel fecarely.” ‘ Chap. & Pococke”s Travels.
1 :
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We have juft heard that the fhaik has changed the fentence of
death which was paffed on the pnfoner this morning, to a long
imprifonment. It feems, that an execution has not beca known
during his reign ; and he means to continue this ill-judged lenity.
But, this will be but of little avail to the affaffin, provided one of
his family does not fall a facrifice in the interim, to the relations
of the deceafed. This kind of retribution is exercifed with impu.
nity in this country; and one life will glut the wvengeance of the
proﬁ.cutors, though the offender himfelf efcapc But this is only in
refpect to each other. Should a Chriftian but accidentally fpill the
blood of a Muffulman, an hecatombof his per [uaﬁon would fcarcely
fuffice to expiate the offence.

WEDNESDAY, 3d SEpTEMBER.

It now appears likely that none of our letters have reached Mr.,
Baldwin. The camels are returned that carried the company of
Turks away ; and we wore furprized that no anfwer was come to
the letter, which we entrufted to the Chriftian domeftic. Ruton
difcourfing with Hadgee Uttalah, we find that they did not go to
Caire. - 'The Turks were formerly in the fervice of Ibrahim Beg,
and though they purpofed to have deferted to the party of Ifmaul
Beg, their hearts cither relented or failed them, and they halted ata
town on the river, two days fhort of the capital. We have, there-
fore, the greater reafon to congratulate ourfelves on the gencro-
fity of the Shaik Ul Arab; as no application could have been
made ‘to him in our behalf, until our misfortunes reached Mr.
Baldwin. By his influence, we are in every refpe@ better pro-
vided for a journey, than,when we left Cofire. We can depend
more. mpon: the goodnefs of theemels, and the honefty of the
drivers. - “We have provifions in plenty, and' are furnithed be-
fides with limes, to affit in quenching our thirft. We have

Oo2 drlcd
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drieda dates with us, to vary our meals. This fruit, when
dried, is much preferable to that freth from the tree; and
when eaten with bread, is both a pleafant and nourifhing food,
We expect to be but nine or ten days on the road; and as
we go by ourfelves, we are in hopes to perfuade the Arabg to
follow our direGtions~=to travel the greater partof the night, and to
lie by during the heat of the day, ‘This mode of aftion will pre-
ferve us much from the fufferings, which we underwent du-
ring our late journey. But we muft truft to chance for a fhelter
from the fun at our different halting-places, as there is no fuch
conveniency as a tent to be procured here.

As we are on the point of leaving Ghinnah, it may be expected
that T drop fome obfervations on the cuftoms and manners of the
inhabitants. But in a narrative of this kind, the reader will ga-
ther more information from the conduct of the actors themfelves,
than from an author’s defcription of them. 'Their general treat-
ment of us is the beft glafs from which their pi¢tures can be re-
fleCted ; while the particular behavior of ope or two individyals,
18 a convincing proof, that virtue is the common inheritance of
mapkind, and is confined to no enlightened fpot. It remains then
only for me to fay a few words on points, too unimportant to
have come into view before. No people are plainer in their
drefs, which in the lower clafs is generally of blue linen. ‘'Thofe
of the higher rank endeavor to ape the fathion of the Turks.
"They are arrayed indeed in filks and woolens, but without lece
and embroidery. ‘They are univerfally modeft in their behavior,
decent in their converfation, and fober in their way of life. Ga-
ming is nnknown to them; and ftrong liquers in fuch little re-
quett, that we found but few Arabiane, who broke through the
precept of their refigion, which-forbida the ufe of them. Bur the
victs they pofiefs, are fufficient to eclipfe the luftre of thefe good
qualitics. Were it not for the cheapnefs of proviftons, the po-

verty
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verty of the people would bear hard upon them. But for the va-
lae of a penny, each man can provide for the day. Befide meat
and poultry, which are in great plenty, the river fupplics them
with fine fifh at the loweft rates; and eggs are fold-at a penny the
dozen. Thefe things we can declare from ocular demonftration ;
and from our window we can fee the menial fervants of the fhaik
receive their dajly pay, which, we are affured, does not excecd the
value of a penny. Water is their only drink, except it be mixed
with coffee ; enough of which may be procured for a penny, to
treat a company of vifitors; a fact of which we had frequent ex-
perience.  But the fimplicity of this race is beft to be deduced
from the figure which their head makes. The Shaik Ul Arab is
very abftemious in his diet, and plain in his equipage. There is
nothing magnificent about him; and he generally appears in a
black gown, which is very fine, and refembles our bombafin.
His turban is of muflin; and the only finery about him, an
orange or ftraw-colored thaul, which is carelefsly thrown acrofs
his fhoulders. He carries no arms about him; which we ob-
ferved to be the cafe of all the old men, to proclaim, we fup-~
pofe, that war is no longer their provmcc

There is no truft to be repofed in the word of a camel-
driver. We fent to the fhaik at five o'clock in the evening,
to requeft our final audience; and found to our furprize, that
Hadgee Uttalah was with him, to demand our journey to be

poftponed untit the morning. Ibrahim remonftrated in our
name againft this proceeding, and the thaik was enraged at ite in-
folence. But his anger was of as little confequence as our regret,
There was no prejudice now to be removed, but an obftacle more
infarinountable. 'The camels are not ready, and there is no help
far the delay.

TITUR §-
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THURSDAY, 4th SepTEMBER.

It is a matter of the greateft furprize to a rational being, to
perceive mankind given to falfehood, without a beneficial end in
view., And no where, as I have had occafion elfewhere to ob-
ferve, is this practice {o frequently to be met with, as among the
Arabians. By telling one lye, the camel-drivers have reduced
themfelves to the neceflity of adding an hundred to it. On their
coming to us this morning, we reproached them with their du-
plicity in the prefence of the hakeem; and demanded to depart
immediately, as the only recompence they could make us for our
many difappointments. On this the whole myftery was unravel-
led. We found that fome of their camels had been fo much fa-
tigued in their late expedition, that they were not able to travel
before; But it is their genius to difguife the truth at all times;
and they made ufe of a thoufand fhifts to evade our departure,
rather than difclofe the real ftate of the cafe, Our difpleafure js,
therefore, rather directed at their folly, than their villainy ; and
now we have got to the bottom of the affair, our chagrin is con-
fiderably leffened at this unexpected detention. We have even
confented, by their advice, to poftpone our departure until night;
when our movement will be mote private, and not interrupted by
the croud of mendicants which await our charity. This ftep was
enforced by the hakeem’s report, who recommended, by ail means,
that we fhould fet out after dark.

A% nine o'clock we attended the hakeem to the fhaik’s houfe,
to receive our pafs, and to take our leave of oyr benefattor. We
arrived there in the midft of a trial of the cemel-people, for a
robbery on the deeeafed Mahomet, After fitting about half an
hour in a kind of lobby, we were advifed to fend in our names.
On doing this, we were ufhered into the room whete the court

was
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was held, and.after the ufual falutations, we were fcated on a
raifed place to the right of the fhaik. His politenefs diftated a
few queftions to us, after which he proceeded to the trial. We
were not forry to have our curiofity fatisfied in this particular ;
and we attended with great patience to the procefs. There is no
jury in this court of juftice, nor any judge but the fhaik, whofe
will is the law of the realm. When the evidences have been
given by the witneffes, they are crofs-examined by the grandees,
who compofe the council. The fhaik liftens attentively to all
that paffes, forms a judgment of the faét, and at length pro-
nounces the final fentence. At eleven o'clock we made a mo-
tion to take our leave, and were difmiffed by the good old man
with an hearty benedition, and very cordial wifhes for the fuc-
cefs of our journey. In our hearing he repeatcd the charge to
Hadgee Uttalah, to put us down at the Englith fatory at Cairo ;
and not to return, without a letter under our hands and feals, to
advife him of our fafely, at the peril of his life. To fecure his
fidelity beyond the reach of temptation, the fhaik alfo directed,
that the family of Hadgee Uttalah fhould be placed under a
guard, as the fureft hoftages for the integrity'of his conduét.
Our hearts were full enough at the idea of parting with this
amiable charaéter, but this laft proof of his more than paternal
care of us; had fuch an effect upon our feelings, that we wcre
glad to retire, and concedl the ebullitions of our gratitude. The
uniform greatnefs of foul which diftinguifhes this Mahometan,
will encourage ftrangers to enter his country without fear. And
itis not unpleafing to us to reflet, that our misfortunes may
contsibute 1o the fecurity of future travellers. They called forth
the virtues of this price from the fhade of obfcurity; and will
be a leffon 10. his fubjeéts, ever to refpet the rights of hu-

y- . .
As we returned home we were joined by the little Turk, who
wis
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was fo affiduous to engage our company by water. We are
concerned to feparate from him, but he declines our offer to ac:
commodate him by land. JHe confeflfes, however, that he 15
under no apprehenfions for ws, though he does not chufe to
rifk his property in the defart. There is fomething inexplicabsle
in this; but our confidence in the thaik is too firmly rooted, to
be fhaken by the fufpicions of others. We obferved that the
Turk was much dejeted at our approaching departure; and
partly guefling at the caufe, when we got home, with the con-
currence of my companions, I flipped twelve dollars into his
hand, to bear his expences down the Nile. His countenance in-
ftantly bnghtened up at this prefent ; and he refumed his face-
tious difpofition during the day, which he dedicated to us. We
‘had already been indebted to his affiftance in preparing for our
journey ; and the major now gave him the charge of his china
bowls, which were to be delivered to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo.
We alfo obliged the Turk with many o‘xl things, which were
fuperfluous to us. But he had fome trouble in convtying them
out of the houfe, from the vigilance of the domeftics, who were
doubtlefs direéted by their mafter to have an eye to his mo-
tions.

Now we have feen our laft of the fhaik, the hakéem intimates
that he cannot part with us, without a further gratification.
This Abaffee! this flave { who cannot'fit down in the prefence
of his mafter, though raifed by his favor to the govértinent of
this city, has the affurance to affume airs of confequence, 'sird
to truft to our moderation for putting up with them. Befides
our former gifts, he came in for one of thé thauls which we re-
covered from the vizier, who, in our opiniori, was as much en-

" titled to it as himfelf. . He is now defirous of my filver hookah,
though Ibrahim has informed him of its being packed up. ‘Its
value chiefly lics in the workmanfhip; and it is more curious

2 than
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than ufefl to me. To prevent further importunities, I have fent
it fo this fellow, though it gave me the trouble of unpacking
a trunk.. "I am fenfible that he would be degraded from his
office, were the thaik acquainted with his behavior. But he too
muth confides in our former concealment of his meannefs, to
be afraid of the confequences: and builds upon our generofity
to repeat’ the offence.  The fhaik has already been put to fo
much trouble on our account, that we would overlook a great
many impofitions, fooner than difturb his repofe with frefh
complaints, We have already caufed fome changes in his ad-
miniftration ; and it would be in us but a bad requital for all
his favors, to foment differences between him and his favorite
Jervants, on light occafions.

We quickly experienced the good effets of our compliance with
the hakeem's humor. . He fent for the camel-drivers, to remind
them of the treatmeyft which they were to give us on the roads
and fottled the ccconomy of our journey, and other points, which
zhiy had difputed with Ibrahim. When the fun fets, the ca-
wmels are to be brought to the door to take up our baggage,
which is now reduced to half of its original bulk. After fup~
per we are to bid our Jeng-withed-for adieu to Ghinnah ; which
it mult be remembered, we owe to the virtue of one man!

At fun-fet Pladgee Uttalah came hattily to our heulfe, and told
us, that s we.had paid ten dollars apiece for the other camels,
Soexpelled fifteen to be paid him, for the prime beaft he was to
#idle himfelf. We wene congratulating ourfelves before we wete
quit of this griping caft. We knew the fhaik had prefented him
with -tle priceof this very camel, but the fellow had timed his
apphication fo ‘well, that we were fain to comply with it.  We
waere about to fot off, and meither our hafte nor the late hour,
wveuld have. admigeed of our communicating the affair to tho
Hark, We had 5o inoncy remaining that the Arabs knew. of ; but

Pp the
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the old fox got over this difficulty, by offering to take our note
af hand, payable at Cairo. 'We were the more. recaucﬂed to {hw
pedient, as it feented to intereft our corila ‘
@t that cxty.

e wag, placed upon the-camiels,.

fever peo *’Whohadbeéncml:v{ ‘

yzmdam hakeem, m ‘whofe behalf we had meﬁ’e&ually exerted
oirfelves with the fhaik. At nine oclock we mounted our
beafts, with the fame number of attendants as when we left
Cofire : an Arab related to Abdul Ruffar, fupplymg the place
of the Indmn Fakm‘: X stowards the great
mofque by which we enfered % icity, where.we are to take up
our water ; atcompm!!d by the hakeem : arid'a party of horfe,
who paid us this cemghmcnt by the ordmwf the fhaik.

- Whenwe came to- the watmng~ lace anew :pattcr was hatched,
more feanidalous theh my"thcy ad yet atté;ng&d We had pdid
for . ﬁfteen camels, and given a promxﬂ'o -note  for the: hirg.of
another. * Now it ‘was that fome of the’owners of ghe camels,
(of whichy Qwrc are*th#ce Wx&eb our. amduém)mpphed for
_three MMDW nee of lightening our baggage,
dehich they:did’ uM Coﬁcexw: won‘!d ‘have tucried ont. fo ‘heavy.
Much almmnon now -enfued. . We were. juﬂ;ly mettled at 3 de.
mand which 'had all’the appearance ‘of an. ifpofition; and
loudly. called upon’ the hakeem to take us back to his Houl.
Wo threatencd o acqunint the ﬁnik in thc mmmg’* MM
ﬂlufmg@ s Nay. m ‘ev%”'_‘ o

propoial w 'lavmmanw o nvek.
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and to fecure our Tives e cafe of an attack, it was neceffary for
us to travel with “ﬁgﬁt %&nfﬂs That-we knew not the arduous
undertakmg in which we had engaged ; or we fhould fearcely
heﬁtatc tq confult the only mc%s, to fmoothe the difficulties be-
fore us. Theit apphcamon had indeed Been too late.  But to de-
monﬁratc thexz * ﬁnc&ﬁtyi they were content to be at half of the
experice, rathc*r thag be'in; watlt of thé camcls s and to take our
note for the ﬁfteen doﬂﬁrs\. pay)éble at®Cairo. The candor of
this offer recgnciled us- to the,expence ; and we had experienced
100 many dclays to cotifend ﬁly"%k,%l.ther about it. One of the
owners rctux;&édmo the%xty t X & ﬁhq additional camels, and
bring them éﬁm us. # o'clock we moved on, and were
fill accompamed by %ﬁe%akeﬂm,‘ wl;'mm we Ihongly fufpetted to
be conccmed inithe Iaﬁ mﬁmmvre ‘of the camels. He preceded
ev of & mile"on’ the’ road ; when the troop «

faced fuddenly rémnd, :md aftér ‘paying ‘us a complimentary fa-
lute, went off at'a uil gaﬂb{‘: ‘towards. the town. We con-
tinued our mrc}i in' a chearful mood,’ and going to the north,
foon left the trees and the river'beltind us, Our way lay through
a ftony and mv&n foxl ‘and the moon is tdo young to affift
our cartels to“‘ﬁxck Sut ‘their road by night. At two o’clock we
halted, and fprdad aur éarpcts ‘upon a very rugged and uncom-
fortable place. ‘we' weré thtee hours in miotion, but find that
our diftance from G'hmﬂh ‘dogs not exceed five miles. I have
here affixed & map of Upper Egypt, where the reader is prefented
with the courfe of the Nile. and may purfue our route thrdugh
the defarts of Thebaxs

F R.I DA X, 5m~ er'x‘nmsm

T awoke at day- “bredk..sith my eyes m?uch inflamed and dif-

ordered, I have felt a"weﬁmﬁr m them for fome time, which
' P p 2 proceeded -
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proceeded from a cold in my head: and after fleeping under
cover for this month paft, it is natural that the night air thould
have a bad ctfett upon my eyes, I dread the journey® little on
this account, and fhall not be furprifed to hdve a-confirmed hu-
mour in them before our arrival at Cairo. We are prevented
going forward, by the additional camels not being come up.
At eight o'clock Hadgee Uttalah fet off for Ghinnah in fearch of
them, and was accompanied by his fon. As this movement
prefented us with a profpet of remaining here the greater part
of the day, we ereed a kind of tent with a cloth ftretched
over our baggage, beneath which we made a fhift to creep, to
fhelter us from the fun. But we had but a difagreeable time of
it. What with the fufpence, the heat of the weather, and fome
fufpicions which were propagated amang us, of the honefty of
our camel-drivers, the hours pafled very heavily. It was whif-
pered to us by Ibrahim, that thefe fellows were not prepared for
our expedition; and had only brought us ovzt here to deceive the
fhaik, who was enraged at their delay. AS a proof of this, he
told us at ten o'cloek that the camels were about to leave us.
We fallied ont of our neft on this alarm, and found on enquiry,
that the camels weore only going to the Nile, to fill yp the fkins
with water. But the folly of Ibrahim and the reft of our fer-
vants, was very near being produtive of ferious confequences.
They were of opinion that we ought to weturn with the camels
to Ghinnah, and to apply to the fhaik for a more trufty conductor.
Nevur, until this moment, had the notions of Ibrahim deviated fo
much from propriety. But the honefty of his intentions gave
them a weight, which I am convinced they would not otherwife
have had; and it was a&ually dcbated amongft us, whether we
fhould return or not ! So precipitate and ill-advifed a ftep, would
not only have betrayed our uncanquerable jealoufy of the Arabs,
butin all likelihood, have fynk us in the efisem of the fhaik.
[y It
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It was happily over-ruled; and the camels were permitted to go-
quictly on their neceffary errand.

At twd®'clack the camels returned ; and on numbering the
water-fkins, we found them to amount to thirty, This is a
great ftore; but, from our former cxperience, may prove little
enough for our wants, before we reach the next watering-place.
We would not break upon our provifion, as our journey was not
commenced ; and made 3 fhift therefore to dine upon dates and
bread. At four o'clock we were agreeably ftruck with the ap-
pearance of Hadgee Uttalah, and the Arab who went laft night
in queft of the camels. They brought but two, and Hadgee
came without his fon. On enquiring into the reafon of this
diminution of our guard, we learn that the fhaik has detained
the fon, as a pledge for the fincerity of the father, We infer
from this, that the fhaik was not pleafed with our delay here;
and has therefore exated this new hoftage from our conduétor,
to exprefs his diffatisfaction.

‘Our baggage was now replaced upon the camels ; but a full
hour was loft in difputes among the owners, touching the bur-
dens to be affigned to their feveral beatts. Thefo-were, how-
ever, atlength adjufted ; and at five o’clock in the evening, we
left the ground with cighteen camels in company. Qur way
ftill lay through a ftony plain; and about fun-fet we mounted
a craggy hill, from whence we were agreeably furprized with a
fudden view of the river below. The land continues barren
unti within a mile of the banks; on which, buried in a, ro--
mantic wood, we difcerned the buildings of Dundarah, a-town
of which I have before fpoken *.. The want of population can

® Accarding to the Jearned Dr. Pococke, there is a temple of Iis in good pre-
feryation at ﬂundax:ab, but no remains of that of Venus, fo much celebrated of
old, The peculiarity of their fituation, prevented the author and his companiong

from ingelging theis curiofity gt that, or any other place in the neighberhaod.
be



[ 204 ]

be the only reafon, that a defart thould extend itfelf to the vi«
cinity of the fineft river in the world. And to the geniusof a
Mahometan government, muft that want be alone #ributed.
As we defcended the hill, we loft fight of the wosd and water;
and muft bid adicu for fome time, to fuch a regalement to our
fenfes. At feven o’clock we lalted for the night. The Arabs
tell us, that the roads arc too rugged and dangerous to travel
over in the dark. ‘This is a mortification to us; but we muft
pul up with having come but ten miles in two days, which 1s
our prefent diftance from Ghinnah. Our courfe has, however,
been northerly, and we are fo far in out route to Cairo,

SATURDAY, 6th SepTEMBER.

At half paft five this morning we refumed our march. My eyes
are ftill bad, and I have fuffered great anguifh from them on the
road. The heat particularly affets them, though I defend them
as well as I can from the fun, As we went along we ftarted fe-
veral deer ; but they are too wild to admit of our getting a {hot at
thern. The road ftill continues rugged, and we afcended feveral
hills, but could 'not procure another peep at the river. It is not
likely that we are far from it by the courfe we keep, thoughit will
behove us fhortly to maintain a refpectable diftance, to avoid the
partics of Ibrahim Beg, which are faid to.hover about its neigh-
borhood. At half paft eleven we halted to the eaftward of a pro-
jeCting hill, under whofe friendly fhade we ate an hearty meal of
bread and meat, Our laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles. As
we came up to this place, we difturbed a poor deer, that had fhel-
tered itfelf here from the fun. Thefe animals abound in this de-
fart; and as we have not met with, or even heard of, any wild
beafts, ar venomous creatures in our peregrinations,_ I conclude
Egypt to be frec of them, notwithftanding the fables of antiquity.

In
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In India we confider it as a thing almoft certain, to find tygers
near an herd of deer, which they are always oblerved to follow as
their ufusl prey. When our dinner was ended, we laid down to
takca nap. The hour was inviting therero, and the ftay we were
to. make here, admitting of the fweets of repofe.

When I awoke in the afternoon, Hadgee Uttalah perceived my
eyes to be much inflamed, and very kindly proffered me fome re-
lief. 'The Arabs generally carry a medicine about them, for the
cure of a diforder to which they are fo fubjet, from the duft and
heat which incommode their country. Experience muft have
proved the efficacy of the medicine; and I was fo remote from
any hopes of affiftance, that I even ventured to 1ubmit my eyes to
the hands of this quack. The medicine is of a black thick confift-
ence, and, on his introducing it with an inftrument into my cyes,
occafioned a momentary {mart. At four o’clock we purfued our
journey, and keeping the fame direttion, without varying the
fcene, at feven o'clock we reached the foot of a prodigious high
mbountain, which we cannot afcend in the dark.  Here, therefore,
we taok up our abode for the night. The laft ftage was three
hours, or fevenmiles, fo that we compute ourfelves to be thirty-
three miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to-day has been N, N. E.

SUNDAY, 7th SEPTEMBER.

The Arabs have a very good cuftom of drinking coffee, before
they leave their ground in 2 morning, This we have adopted,’
and find it much more efficacious in taking the chill off the fto-
mach, than the old Englith prefcription of a dram, with which
we are, perhaps, luckily unprovided. By fix o'clock we had
accoutered our, ca.mdsa and, leading thern in our hands, began to
afccnd fhﬂ mounmn on foot, As we mounted the ftecp, we fre-

qgcutly bleft ourfelves that we were not riding, as the path was
2 fo
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{o narrew, the leaft falfe ftep muft have fent the beaft down the
bordering precipice. But it muft be confeffed, that the camel is
the moft fure-footed of all beafts of burden; nor do I récolle& in
this fatiguing march from fteep to fteep, that my tamel ftumbled
once. We were upwards of an hour climbing this monntain, and
on the top found an extenfive plain. But the profpe@ from hence
was obftrufted by the adjacent heights, which in fome places
.overlooked the ground we were upon. We travelled about two
hours on this mountain, where we found a fenfible difference in
the fharpnefs of the atmofphere, and at nine o’clock began to de-
fcend. We once more difmounted our camels, which we had rode
over the level furface, and haftened down the declivity, in a third
of the time which we took to goup. The path winded round the
fideof the mountain, and to our left an horrid chafm, fome hundred
fathoms deep, prefented itfelf to our view. .It is furprizing no ac-
.cident befel the loaded camels, whofe harnefs is fo bad, that they
were frequently ftopped in the middlc of a defeent, to adjuft the
baggagc which had been difcompofed by the viotent motion of
the animal. 'When we gained the bottom, two of the camel-
drivers puthed forward to fecif they could fhoot a deer. We have
but little dependence upon their matchlocks, which muft be reft-
ed totake a good aim : and though my companions have mufkets,
they will not rifk their reputation by trying their fkill, as they
have not balls that fit their pieces. 'We winded through the val-
ley, where we met with numerous thorn-trees in full bloffoin and
fragranice; and after along march, halted'at hialf pift one o’clock
to the eaftward of an high hill. Juft before we teéschied this place,
a ludicrous circumftance enough happenéd to me. T had loiter~
ed about two hundred yards behind, in company with three of
the Arabs, who fuddenly ftopped miy amtl, and, by figns, for-
bade me to proceed. This abmptbdmmor roufed ta¢ from a re-
verie in which I was plunged; and, on my atteinpting to go on,
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they ftill detained me, and frequently cried out, ¢ Hufful, hut-
fal.” I looked immediately for my companions, who, I perceiv-
ed, were tfeated in the fame manner; and I was about to have re-
courfe to myarms, 'in order to force a paflage to themn, when,
behold ! a fine buck ran acrofs the road in front of us, which was
followed by the report of a piece. The myftery was now unra-
velled, and I was in a moment delivered from the greatelt per-
plexity I had ever experienced. This had arifen from my imper-
fect acquaintance with the language. The word ¢ Huflal,”
which had appeared to me like a term of command, I now found
to be a deer in Arabic. I quickly rejoined the troop, and laugh-
ed heartily with them at the adventure. I need not add, that we
did not dine upon venifon to-day. We had recourfe, however, to
our potted mutton, of which we muft be fparing, as our conductor
and the camel-owners expect to partake of it. We did not lay out
account with this partition, but will fubmit to it, rather than put
thefe people out of humour. The laft ftage was feven hours and
an half, or nineteen tiles.

At half paft three o'clock we were mounted again, and going
through the fame valley, in about an hour, reached the béttom of
another fteep mountain. We were obliged to lead our camels up,
and in about half an hour gained the fummit, where we found a
plain near two miles in length, over which we rode. At fix o’clock
we came to the extremiy of the mountain, when our advanced
guard alarmed us with the news of a party of camels being in the
vale, As it was a fufpicious place to encounter any of our dwn
{pecies, we all took'to our arms, and affembled on the defcent,
which was fo craggy, and fo perpendicular, that, fmall as our
numbers were, we were enabled, by our fituation, to have coped
with a multitude of enemics. The ftrangers had obferved our
motions, and drew. up in a body below to wait the refult. We
counted no lefs than thirty camels, and deduced therefrom, that

Qq we
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we fhould have two to one againft us, in cafe of hoftilities, To
gain intelligence, however, of the difpofition of the ftrangers,
Hadgee Uttalah himfelf defcended into the valley. He ventured
himfelf unarmed, as a token of peace; and we were not a little
impatient to behold the interview which was about to take place.
We were deeply interefted in its event ; and, circumftanced as we
were, it is not furprizing that we fhould doubt of its fuccefs. But
we were happily deceived in our ideas. No fooner had Hadgee
Uttalah approached the new party, than he was recognized by onc
among them, who ran with open arms to receive him. He was
prefently encompafled by the reft; and we could difcern that he
was ferved with coffee and bread. This ftaggered us in our opi-
nion of thefe people’s profeflion ; and we began to conceive that
they might be travellers like ourfelves, who, in thefc critical times,
had explored the defart, in preference to the 1iver.  And we were
now confirmed in this coneeit, by the figns which Hadgee made
to us to defcend. Thefe figns were interpreted to us by our
A‘i%bs, who told us there was nothing to fear. We obeyed, there-
fore, and went down the hill in as good order as the path would
admit of. We were mct at the foot of it by IHadgee, who conveyed
us and our baggage to a fpot at fome diftance from the firangers,
and then returned to them. Many were the embraces and con-
gratulations that were exchanged between the Arabs on both
fides, The firft thing we learncd was,, that water is to be pro-
cured in this valley, which has induced our gentry to hait here
‘and replenith our fkins. We arrived here at half paft fix o'clock,
13 that our laft ftage was three hours, or feven miles..

While Hadgee Uttalah was engaged in an earneft converfation
with the leader of the other party; Ibrahim and Abdul Ruffar came
to us with looks of furprize, and informed us, that they had dif-
covered the ftrangers to be what we at firft apprehended—a band

of robbers, That they had overheard one of them boaft, that this
7 band
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band took the forty camels near Cofire during our ftay in that
town——an anecdote which I before mentioned—and that on the
banks. of the Nile, they had plundered a caravan but a few days
ago, with the {poil$ of which they were now returning to their
own country ! It may be imagined that we were not a little ftartled
at this intelligence. The novelty of the circumftance did not di-
minifh its unpleafantnels ; and our fituation was as alarming as
uncommon. We were turned adrift in a wide defart, and, in cafe
of oppofition, were to depend upon our arms, and the fidelity of
our Arabs. Even conqueft would not avail us, were we obliged
to fight again{t our guides. In the defart only could we look for
fafety in this hoftile land; and we had no clue to unravel its
mazes, fhould we be abandoned by our people. Thefe were the
firft refletions which fuggefted themfelves; but our minds were
prefently relieved by the affurances of Hadgee Uttalah, who now
joined us. Hemade no fcraple to acquaint us with the profeilion
of the robbers; but added, that they had as much regard for their
word as other people. They happily knew him, which was#in-
deed the faving of an effufion of blood. For, on the feere of
friendfhip, they had pledged their word to him, that they would
not meditate the leaft wrong againft us. We might truft them
implicitly, for the wild Arabs had never been known to break their
faith on fuch occafions. After this prelude, wewere the lefs fur-

prized at a propofition which they had made him, to accompany
us to Cairo. Hadgee himfelf recommended to us to accept of it.
Our intereft, he faid, was every way concerned in it. They would
ferve us both as guides and proteftors, in this unfrequented
wafte: and where they once adopted a caufe, it was their cha-
.ralter to promote it at the expenceof their blood. Had we dif-
trufted: this panegyric, it was not for us to diflent againft the
opinion of jour conduftor, who was alually the mafter of our
perfons and effeéts. The plodgcs he has left at Ghinnah will pre-

Qg2 vent
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vent his rifking his charge wantonly , and on this we rely at this
juncture. We have fallen into precious company ! and it behoves
us to be on our guard as much as poflible. Never did heroes in
romance plunge into greater perplexities; ‘and ‘were not this
narrative well attefted, it might feem here to breathe the air ‘of
fiction. But the good genius which prefided over every adven-
turc we have atchieved, will, we truft, condut us fafely through
thie prefent.

At feven o'clock the camels belonging to the robbers went on
for water, and left their captain and a guard only with their bag-
gage. ‘This was a proof of confidence; but we betook ourfelves
to bed, with our arms by us as ufual, and got as much fleep as the
cold would admit of. I was fo unfortunate as to be ftripped of my
night-cloak at Ghinnah, and have no defence but a chintz cover-
lid againft the fharpnefs of the wind, which is due north, and as
cuiting as I ever felt it out of Europe. 'When we begin to travel
at night, the motion will make us lefs fenfible of the cold. This
valley is, by our reckoning, fifty-nine miles from Ghinnah. Our
courfe to-day has been N. W,

MONDAY, 8th SepreMmser.

I awoke at four o'clock this morning, and found that the ca-
mels belonging to the robbers were not returned from the {pring.
Their baggage lay within view of us, among which I learn there is
coffeg, fugar, and fail-cloth, which they have lately taken, and are
carrying for fale into the neighborhood of Cairo. At day-break
our camels were alfo difpatched for water, and left only Hadgee
Uttalah and the owners of the camels with us. As there was no
hope of our decamping before noon, to amufe myfelf after break-
faft I fat down to tranfcribe an ode, in the compofition of which
1 was diffurbed yefterday by the adventure of thedeer., My camel

9 18
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is the lazieft of the fet, and affords me frequent opportunities
for mufing, by lagging behind the reft. A pretty place for in-
{piration, truly ! methinks fome critic crles. But as gay fcencs
give birth to gay ideas, fo the verfe portrayed in a defart, can-
not* fail to pattake of its ftrong and gloomy coloring. Thofe
readers who are of a difpofition to relith fuch a picture, may
look to the Appendix; where, to avoid breaking the thread of
my fubjeé, I have placed this ode. Conceived among the oh-
jeéts it defcribes, it is chiefly calculated for the penfive, melancholy
heart ; to which I beg leave to addrefs 1t.

It feems that robbery is no difhonorable profeflion among the
Arabs, while they confine their attacks to the people of other
diftri¢ts. Their friends and acquaintances may cncounter thefe
banditti without violation; and it is feldom known, that they
lay their own counttymen under contribution. Our Avabs have
fallen under the former defcription, and it is to this extraordi-
nary obfervance of faith, that we fhall be indebted for our
efcape. Their cuftom is to make excurfions into diftant pro-
vinces, and to return to their own, with all the plunder they
can colle€t, They confider it rather as carrying on a petty war,
than as an infringement of the rights of mankind ; and in this re-
{pect, perhaps, have as much reafon and juftice on their fide, as
moft of thofe heroes who have defolated the earth, and whofe
crimes only want to be divefted of the vain ecks of uncommon
aftions. The government itfelf winks at thefe proceedings, which
enrich its fubjes; and while the delinquents keep beyond sthe
immediate cognizance of juftice, they have nothing to appre-
hend from its refentment. And if it be confidered, that many
of their affociates are men who have been guilty of no offence,
but have been obliged by the crimes of fome of their family, to
take refuge it the defart, to thun the vengeance of individuals,
we fhould be the lefs furprized at mecting with an inftance of

humanity



[ 302 ]

Lumanity and forbearance among them. The cruel policy of
their laws has peopled the wafte ; and driven men of fair cha-
raCter to mingle with the vile, and to prey on the unwary tra-
veller !

The captain of the gang was introduced to us by Hadgee
Uttalah at breakfaft, and took a cup of coffec with us. Heis a
bold, laughing villain, of a middle fize, but large limbed : and
would be well-featured, were not his mouth disfigured by a deep
fcar, which contraéts his upper lip, and betrays the lofs af fe-
veral of his fore-teeth : the effefts we fuppofe of one of his ren-
counters! There is a freedom in his behavier, which gains
Lim our confidence. Far from being athamed of his way of
life, he talked of his late exploit, and produced two pair of
morocco {lippers, a Turkifh veft, and other articles of drefs, for
fale. Thefe we readily purchafed, to conciliate his good opinion ;
and neceflity muft excufe our receiving ftolen goods, knowing
them to be ftolen.  Abdul Ruffar bought an Alcoran, and other
religious books, the plunder perhaps of fome poor prieft ; dnd
Ibrahim a French horfe-piftol, which will be of more fhew
than ufe to him.. Thefe things we have procured for at leaft a
thitd of theirwvalue: and Hadgee Wttalah has fatisfied the rob-
Ler, for which we are to account with the former at Cairo. We
have been careful to inftil into our own people the belief of our
being deftitute of money; or God knows, what mifchief the dif-
covery of our real treafures might produce againft us. Our for-
tune is very peculiar.  'We might have gone this road a thoufand
times, without encountering thefe frecbooters, Had we arrived
at this pafs but half an hour later, we fhould have mifled of
them, as they were hafting through the valley to get water, and
dreamed as hittle as ourfelves, of ftumbling upon human crea-
tures in this unfrequented wafte. But the event only can de-
cide, whether the meeting Lie propitious or not. We have often,

during
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durmg our journey, had occafion to applaud Pope's celebrated
maxim, that ** whatever is, is right.” And though fo flatteri ing
to our interefts, may we not hope that even this will prove a
frefh teftimony.of it? The dealings which we have had with
thejr captain, fhew that he means to aft upon the fquare
with us; and we are ftill encreafing our debt with our Arabs, of
which they are to look for payment at Cairo,

At eleven o'clock their camels returned from the fpring, und
had their intentions been hoftile, they could not have found a

etter opportunity to execute them, than in the abfence of a
great part of our force.  But their ideas were of an oppofite na-
ture. In the afternoon they killed a young camel, in compli-
ment to Hadgee Uttalah ; and nothing went forward but pre-
parations for an entertainment. This flefh the Arabs cfteem be-
yond all other; and as they prefented us with a picce, our
ftomachs were not pampered enough to refufe tafting of it.
Though we had eaten our humble repaft, we had fufficient
appetite to find the meat tender and well-flavored. It is coaife
enough, however, and might be miftaken for bull-beef.

At three o'clock our camels returned, with the fkins fillad
with good water. There is a feaft however among the Arabs,
which cuts off our expeflations of getting away before the
evening, Were it not for the dc]ay, we have not fpent a dif-
agrecable day in this valley It 18 fo deep and fo narrow,
that there is ever a fhade to the eaft or weft fide of it, and'a
draft of wind drawing through, which alleviates the noon-tidé
fervor.

We find, to our great regret, that we do not move to-night!
Hadgee Uttalah now tells us, that as the camel was killed on
our account, we ¢annot in decency but ftay, until the ftrangers
have dreffed and prepared it for the journey. This will take up

until dark, ahd we have another craggy mountain to pafs over.
An
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As the troubles probably fubfift at Cairo, the old man propofed
to us a plan, to carry us to the place of thefe robbers’ refidence.
This is fituated near the river, and but a few hours diftant from
that city, where he will accompany us in a boat.” And the rea-
fon he gives for this manceuvre, is plaufible enough. His camels
run a rifk of being prefled for the war, fthould he venture them
to Cairo. Notwithftanding it was the Shajk Ul Arab'¥ pofitive
direftion, that the camels fhould fet us down at the Englith fac-
tory, and the {cheme itfelf is not wholly to our mind, we muft
have that confideration for thefe poor creatures’ property, as not
to hazard it wantonly at the capital, if we can be conveyed there,
though at a little more expence, in a boat. We have, therefore,
given our conductor the latitude to att for the beft. But not to
forget our intereft while he promotes his own.

The crackling of fires was now heard on all fides, and the menial
Atabs wete bufy in turning the large joints upon the glowing em-
bers. Some were dealing out their fcanty allowance to the camels;
while others unfheathed their glittering blddes, to portion out the
night's repaft. Meanwhile the chiefs were affembled apart,
ftretched upon the hides of fome ferocious animal, once roving and
lawlefs like themfelves. Their arms were thrown peaceably by
them ; while from each mouth, a long protended tube difpenfed
the fragrant fumes of Perfia’s weed, Dreeds of bold hardiment are
now retold : and each vain-glorious beafter is hero of the fre-
quent tale. His province, war! and man, his fpoil! Thus fleet
therhours, "till languor coeeps upon the band, and quick refigns
them to the arms of fleep.

TUESDAY, ¢gth S¢premaer,

The night was fharp as ufual, which occafioned ug to lic longer
this morning to comfort ourfelves. We did not move off our
ground
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~ground until half paft fix o’clock, and the robbers then were not
ready to accompany us. They defired us however to proceed.
and promifed to follow foon after. For three hours we winded
through the valley we flept in, and about ten o'clock, began to
gain the high greund by a regular afcent, The reft of this day's
journey was continued over:a fucceflion of hills and dales; where
the roa was fo intricate and broken, that nothing but a camel
could get over it. The appearance of the road is fo 'frightful in
many places, that we do not wonder, why our people have hither-
to laid by in the night. The air is fo piercing on the hills, that
we feel not the leaft inconvenience from the meridian ray. The
fun, indeed, is far to the fouthward in this month, and we daily
haften, to our great comfort, from each other: add to this, we have
turned our backs upon him. We can already pronounce this jour-
ney to be of a different.complexion fromour latt. The roads, it is
true, are more difficult and dangerous ; but the feafon is fo much
changed for the better, that we fcarce know what it is to thirft, or
to fuffer any but a partial heat. At one o'clock we entered another
valley, which we traverfed until half paft two, and for want of a
breeze, found it comfortably hot. Here we halted, and were not
lucky enough to gain the leaft thelter from the fun. The change
was difagreeable enough from our late fituationin the high ground.
We pafled fuddenly from the extreme of cold to that of heat.
s Extromes by change more fierce.” This valley we found to be
the proper watering-place: the fpring we met with yefterday,
being only known to the robbers who haunt the wafte. Ourca-’
mels were accordingly difpatched to replenith the few empty fkins,
and to drink themfelves, againft the long thirft they are to expe-
rience. We {prang a brace of partridge and feveral quail in this
valley, which has good cover of fragrant fhrubs. The laft flage
was no efs than eight hours, or twenty miles, and by our reckon-’
ing, we aré bt feventy-nine miles from Ghinnah, Our courfe
Rr to~day
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to-day has been N. N. W, We now fee that yefterday was ab-
folutely a loft day, and if we travel at this rate, our provifions, as
well as patience, will foon fail us.

Ir was whifpered about that the robbers had taken a different
route. We had been here near two hours, and there were no
figns of them. This made us fufpeét, that they had amufed us
with the idea of joining us, and we were rather doubtful, whether
the feparation would be to our ddvantage or not, when a little
after four olclock, I faw the captain of the robbers with two at«
tendants, advancing towards us with a quick pace. Shortly after
the whole band appeared in fight, according their fteps to the tune
of a fong, and féemingly carelefs of the fun-beams and of the
world befide. They make a formidable figure, and are trebly
armed to what our party are. How different is the fact from
what was reported of their difcipline and arms! Befides his
matchlock, which is flung behind his back, each man has piftols
m his girdle, a fabre on his left fide, and a hanger on his right,
while in his right hand he brandithes a fpedr. They are alfo in
general better mounted than we; and our having out-marched
them to-day, muft be attributed to the additional load they
have carried in the flefh of the camel. The principal part of our
force was abfent, and they had another fair opportunity of ats
tacking us to advantage. But very amicable was their falutation;
and they only thought of fending their camels to the fpring, which
met our’s returning thence. This we find will detain us here un
'til the morning, and is the fecond delay which thefe people have
occafioned us. We learn that we are to march for three days on
the mountains, before we defeend towseds the Nile, where we are
to.water next; whick argues the meceffity of going from hence
with full kins.

W ED-
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WEDNESDAY, 10oth SerreMBER.

We were late as ufual'in decamping this morning. The Arabs
fegm not to relifh the morning air, and make up for the delay, by
marching an hour or two longer during the heat of the day: a
circumflance not over and above agreeable to us. But, perhaps, I
{peak chiefly for myfelf, whofe eyes are ftill weak, though on'the
mending hand, and much incommoded by the rays of the fun.
Our fatisfactions are feldom without their alloys. In a converfa-
tion we had with one of the owners of our camels, as we drank our
coffee, he let us know how much we were in the power of his
countrymen. He had the affurance to laugh at the idea of the Shaik
Ul Arab, who he faid was nobody here; and added, that were it
not for himfelf and his companions, we fhould have been ftripped
by the robbers, and now been wandering about the defart, defti-
tute of food and raiment *. There was fomething in this piture
that did not flatter our imaginations. Our pride was alarmed ;
and we quickly retorted, that we never would be reduced to fuch a
conditiop, while we had a hand remaining to wield a weapon. But
in {pite of this fellow’s arrogance, we thought it prudent to retain
him in our intereft. We commended his fidelity, and appcared
thankful for his friendthip, which we promifed to fthew a proper
fenfe of on our arrival at £3iro.  His behavior, indeed, 15 quite the
reverfe to that of Hadgee Uttalah, who is not only a quiet, civil
body, but one, who fpeaks of his fovereign with deference andere-
fpett.

At half patt fix o'clock we began to afcend a mountain nearly
perpendicular. The way was rugged, and one of my camels be-

Rraz ing
® This very fituation has fince been the lot of a company of Europeans, between

Suez and Cairo. The miferable end of thofe who perifhed in this horrid manner,
faould redouble our fenfe of our providential efcape,
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ing fkittith, or perhaps uneafily laden, fuddenly threw his burden
from' his back, and difordered the whole body, My trunks pitched
from rock to rock, until they got to the bottom; and I am in-
debted to good luck, that they were not brokén to pieces. ‘The
contents which fuch an accident would hiave publifhied to the rob-.
bers, might have awakened thie fpirit of .rabihe which lay dor.
mant within them, und tended to difturb the prefént harmony
which fubfitts between us. Ibrahim’was fent down to replace
the baggage, and found-dne of the robbers very kindly affifting
the driver in that office. 'We were near an hour leading our ca.’
mels from one afcent to another, before we conquered the fum-
mit; and for thiee hours rode over a plain, where neither fhrub
nor bufh was to be feen. ' At ten’ o'clock we defcended into a val-
ley, where we halted to breakfaft. In this valley, we found plenty
of provender for out cattle: Rofemary bufhes, and other thrubs
of uncommon fragrance, which, being natives of the defart, are
ftill, perhaps, without a name. Though thefe feented plants are
the ufual food of the camel, it is remarkable, that his breath ‘is
infufferpbly naufeous. But when he is pufhed by hunger, he de-
vours thiftles and prickies indifcriminately, without the leaft da-
mage to his mouth, which feems proof to the tharpeft thoms The
laft ftage was four hovrs, or ten miles.

At half paft cleven we mounted’ agiiin; and traverfed the
valley for an hour and upwards, when we clitnbéd :the' moun-
tains once more, by as narrow- and oraggy paths us hisman feet
‘everdrod.  As we overlooked the praciphics befide 48] ¥ difco-
vered feveral channsls appareatly worst 'with Wiiter; ‘snd ami con.
vinced in my own mind, from thefé and othér figns,  that' either
the Nile formerly branched into thiv defint; or rivers: rdti hevd
whofe fprings are now choaked up. ** Dumb are their channels
und their fountains dry.” ‘The very neighborhood of the Nile
has undergone one of the unaccountable viciffitudes of fublu-

hary
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nary things: and the population of Upper Egypt has thrunk
to the narrow compals of the river, which waters her extenfive
domain ! )

The band of robbers keep in our rear, and have hitherto
halted at an agreeable diftance from us. This condu® we ap-
prove of much, as their mixing with our fimple fervants might
be produétive of difcoveries, not to our advantage. At half pait
four, we entered a valley, where we dined luxurioufly in the
fhade. We are much furprized to find that our bifcuit runs
fhort. ‘This will foon oblige us to mefs with the Arabs, and to
egh,of their flour cakes baked in the afhes, But while we
keep our healths, we fhall fcarcely complain of our food, what-
ever it may be. The Arab we hired at Ghinnah, is the perfon
on whom we muft depend for the manufafturing thefe cakes.
He,is a droll, who plays a thoufand antic tricks to divert the
company. But I am of opinion, that he has more of the knave
than foal about him. Ibrahim was always too indolent, to ad-
niinifter to our wantsof this kind. And as to Abdul Ruffar, he
has been of little or no fervice to us, fince the leap he made
for bis life at the houfe of Mahomet, He has been long reco-
vered of his bruifes, but they feem to have cooled his zeal for
our interefts, The laft ftage was five hours, .or twelve miles
and an half. At eght o'cleck we moved on with the benefit
of a fine moor, and kept winding through the valley until half
paft cleven, when we flopped, at the foot of an high hill
for the remainder of the night. The laft ftage was three hpurs
ad ap half, or nine miles ; and we are by computation one
bupdred and ten miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to~day has
bega 30 she eaftward of nerth.

THURSDAY,
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THURSD-AY, 11th Beprimpexr:

We decamped in fuch hafte this morning, that we were dif-
appointed of our coffee, and marched away with empty ftomachs,
We led the camels up the hill befose us, and .for two: hours
pafled over fuch a variety of hills and dales, that we could not
pretend to mount our beafts. At eight o’'clock, we began to
defcend into a deep valley, by one.of the moft dangerous roads
we had yet beheld. On cach fide of us were perpendieular
fteeps, fome hundred fathoms deep. But the traveller’s attes:-
tion feems to be purpofely diverted from the danger, by the
magnificent objects which furround him. Here he fees pointed
heaps of the brighteft cryftal, that dazzle the eye with their
glittering luftre: while ever and anon above his head, tre-
mendous to behold | columns of the fineft granite, rent from the
mountain, feem ready to bury him bencath their tottering
weight. On every part is fuch a wild confufion of hangihg
precipices, disjointed rocks, and hideous chafms, that we might
well cry out with, the poct  Chaos is.come again.” Whoever
can tread thefe rude retreats, without being ftruck with the fab-
limeft ideas of that Almighty Providence, who prefides as well
amid the gloom and. filence of the defart, .as in the noife and
gaiety of the city, muft be as dead to, the emotions of fancy
as to a fenfe of devotion. Yes, omnipotent Father | to theo we
truy for our deliverance fromi the perils that furround us. It
was through this wildernefs thou didft dead thy-chofen people.
It was here thou. didft manifedt thy' figmal provection, in fnatch-
ing them from the jaws of deftruftion whidh ‘opened npon every
fide. Though lefs deferving of thy regard, we defpair not of a
‘profperous. iffue to our wanderings : and in the hope of thy fup-
port, we look with indifference on what may befal us !

7 At
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At nine o'clock we afcended a gemtle acclivity, where we
mounted our camels, and rode over level ground until half
paft ten, when we halted among fome fhrubs, to feed our beafts
and to breakfa®: The laft fage was four hours and an half, or
cleven miles.

At half patt cleven we refumed our journey, which fiill
lay upon a plain. As we went along, e ftaited two or three
deer, which were the firlt living creattires we had met upon
thefe heights. At two o'clock we came fuddenly upon a dreadful
chafm in the road, which appears to have been the effett of an
earthquake. It is about three hundred yards long, one hundred
yards wide, and as many deep; and what is the curiofity, in
the middle of the gulph a fingle column of tone raifes its head
to the furface of the earth. The rudenefs of the work, and the
aftonifhing length of the ftone, announce it to be a ¢ Jufis na-
ture,’ though the robbers declared to us, that bencath the co-
lumn there lies a prodigious fum of money ; and added, with a
grdve face, they have a tradition, that nonc but a Chriftian’s hand
can remove the ftone to come at it. We could hardly keep our
countendnce at this tale, and without attempting a labor, which
would have beers worthy of the fabled Hercules, we rounded this
gulph, which is called Somsh; and leaving it behind us, we
entered a valley where we found a very craggy road. We con=
timued our cotrfe throwgh' this valley wntil half paft five
o'clock, when we halted under the fhade of 'an hill to dine. The
laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles; and a very fatigutng
one-it- proved, during the hotteft part of the day. The robbers
kept nearer to us thun ufual, and encamped on the fame- ground.
Here:our - Avabs diverted themfelves with fhooting at a- mark,
at which-they are very dextrous. 1t is néceffary for thetn, how-
ever, to.reft their ‘pieces, which leaves them infinitely beneath
our .markfmen in. fair Micoting, The example of our peoplé

animated
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animated thofe in the other quarter: and there was nothing
heard but the report of fire-arms, during our ftay hefe. The
robbers were much delighted with a mufketoon belonging to us,
whofe execution upon the rocks was more terrible, and whofe
report more loud, than they had any conception of. * They*re-
marked too with wonder, that a matchlock miffes fire more fre-
quently than a fulee, although the former has a match in lieu
of a flint.

At eight o'clock we mounted again, and refumed our courfe
through the valley by moon-light, until half paft ten, when
we ftopped to take our yepofe. The laft Rage was two hours
and an half, or fix miles; and by our reckoning, we are one
hundred and forty-two miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to-
day has been N, by E, and N. by W.

FRIDAY, 12th SePTEMBER.

We did not begin our march before half paft fix o'clock
this morning, by which time we had broken our faft with a dith
of coffec. We direfted our courfe to the weftward, to gain on
the river; as this is the fourth day fince we filled our water-
fkins, which make but a light appearance at prefent, We foon .
entered upon a very extenfive plain, feattered over with a va-
riety of odariferous fhrabs, and bounded on all fides by lofty
mountains, whofe tops were loft in the clouds, After the
heights we have paffed, it is no pleafing profped to behold new
difficulties to conquer. But alas! fatignes foern daily to multi-
ply upon us. ¢ Hills poep o'er hills,- and Alps on Alps arife.”
«~As we went along we perceived the frefl tracks of numbers of
deer, which we fappofe had taken to-the hills on our approach.
The nearer we go to the Nile, the defs fterile is the fuce of the
country. The foil in many places is mixed with cley, and feems

10 capable
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capable of cultivation. At half paft eight o’clock we halted in a fpa-
cious opening between the mountains, which leads due weft to
the river. Here the Arabs tell us we muft remain, while the ca-
mels fetch water from the Nile, which is about twenty miles
diftant. As the war ftill rages there, they do not think it pru-
dent for us to approach any nearer. The robbers have cncamp-
¢d by us, and difpatched their camels on the fame errand. This
delay will prolong our journey a day at leaft, and confequently
the time we are to fpend with thefe honeft fellows. They are,
however, on their good behavior with us; and as long as they
keep their word with our conduor, we are bound to fpeak well
of them, whatever may be their general charaéter and piofeffion.
We fhould have fpent a difagreeable day here, had we not fixed up
fuch a tent as we contrived at our firft ftage from Ghinnah, to
fhelter us from the fun. But there was no ftanding within it,
nor any mode of entrance but upon our knees. ‘This inconve-
nience, however, is not to be mentioned, among others which
we have long fuftained. * Chairs and tables we have been utter
ftrangers to for fome months ; and it is no longer awkward to
us to feed ourfelves with our fingers.

While we waited for the return of our camels, we were alarmed
about noon by the report of two cannon. It came from the river,
and we began to apprehend that there might be tioubles in our
neighborhood. Remote as we were from the fcene of the difpute,
the fight of our camels might occafion an enquiry from either
party, which mightend in the difcovery of our retreat, Thefe re-
fleGtions were not of a very confolatory nature; nor did our fitu-
ation call for foreign evils, to render it lefs enviable. But we were
not otherwife difturbed, than in our imaginations. Every thing
remained quietduring the day ; and though the Arabs, as well as
our fervants, repeatedly declared, that they heard the firing of.
more cannon, we imputed it to fancy or fear, and attended very

§f patiently
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ptiently to the iffue, We were indeed engaged in another mat-
ter, which at firft had a ferious countenance. We found that our
coffec and fugar was expended, and that the camel-drivers weic
in want of more ghee, notwithftanding the large.ftock which we
laid in of thefe articles. Now it was that we hecame fenfible, of
fomc of the good effects of the company of the robbers. What
we fhould have fought for in vain in their abfence, their captain
has fupplied us with, at half the prices which fuch articles bear at
(hinnah.  Hadgee Uttalah has fettled with him for the amount,
which we are to repay at Cairo. In truth, the conicience of this
1obbet is no lefs wonderful than his manners. He is eafy of ac-
cefs, and yet carries a proper command over his party ; and by his
own example teaches them to be civil, and even obliging to us.
We would willingly make him a fuitable acknowledgment for
this behavior, but do not think it fafe to produce money, or to
depart in the leaft from our profeflions of poverty. It was with
the greateft pleafure imaginable, that I could oblige him in a
trifling point: with a couple of razors, which he faw in my fes-
vant’s hands, and exprefled a defire for.

As the night advanced, our anxiety for the fate of our camels
encreafed. They did not return before eleven o’clock, and were
abfeut upwards of fourteen hours. They went to an unfrequent-
¢d inlet of the river, but faw a countryman, who informed the
drivers, that Ifmaul Beg had repulfed the gallies of Ibrahim Beg,
and difperfed his forces upon the banks of the Nile. We are pro-
bably indebted to the horrors of the defart, that we have noten-
countered any of the fugitives, who, to fhun famine here, have
chofen a route more formidable in point of human perfecutions.
This place, we underftand, is nearly oppofite to the town of Suadi,
on the Nile; and as our ftage to-day was but two haurs, or five
miles, we are, by our calculation, 149 miles from Ghinnah,

SATUR-
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SATURDAY, 13th SEPTEMBER.

At half paft fix this morning we left our ground, and travelled
over a plain until'nine o’clock, when we entered a broad valley,
and at ten halted among fome bufhes to breakfaft. We now began
to be in the fame mefs with the Arabs. Our own bifcuit was out ;
but it was with no indifferent ftomachs that we partook of their un-
leavened bread. This is made of flour to be fure, but flour in the
coarfeft ftate : and what with the making and baking, the reader
may conceive that the bread is of a tolerable blacknefs, before it
comes to our hands. We moiften this food with ghee, and crown
the repaft with a dith of coffeg, and a draught of water. I declare,
for my own part, that I never enjoyed one, at any period of my
life, with a better relifh. So beneficial are exercif¢ and fobriety
to the health! and fo fuccefsful is neceffity in overcoming the force
of habit! I may fpeak confidently on the former heads, in regard
to’myfelf ; as my conftitution is none of the ftrongeft, and I have
been ever fubject to head-achs, and nervous complaints. But
none of our company bear the fatigues of the journey better than
myfelf ; or have been bleft with a greater fhare of health during
our refidence in thefe parts. The humour in my eyes was but an
external diforder; and, thanks to our conduétor, did not much
trouble me after the application he made to them. The laft ftage
was three hours and an half, or nine miles,

At eleven o'clock we mounted again, and purfued our rdute
through the valley, which is pretty thickly covered with thrubs.
Nothing i¢ fo difagreeable as to go for any length of way through
a plate of this kind. The poor camels will ftop at every buth to
fatisfy their hunger ; and, did humanity admit of depriving them
of this feanty, farisfattion, neither words nor blows could induce
them to mend their pace, At one o'clock we gained, by a gentle
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afcent, upon a plain, ftony and bare of verdure. We left the hill
in our rear, and toiled onwards over_the barren flat in an hot fun
until four o’clock, when we entered a valley ftored with rofemary
and other fcented bufthes. We winded through it until half paft
four, when we halted to refrefh ourfelves and cattle. It muft be
obferved, that we found no fhelter from the fun at either of our
halting-places to-day, which has rendered it the moft irkfome one
during this journey. The laft ftage was five hours and an half,
or fourteen miles.

At cight o'clock we moved on with a fine moon. The night
was very fharp and cold, though I faced it without putting on
any additional covering. The Arabs wrapped themfelves up in
their cloaks ; and, with the affiftance of their pipes, contrived to
baffle the piercing wind, which is by no means agreeable to their
feelings, Each man is provided with. a flint and piece of
fteel. To the fteel a bit of leather is affixed, which takes fire on
the firft ftroke, and is ready to light his matchlock or pipe. An
unlucky accident had like to have befallen Mr. Hammond, from
the ufe of thefe flints. A fpark of fire fell unknowingly upon the
leather-bag which contained his ammunition ; and had he not by
chance perceived the fmoke iffuing from it, in a few minutes it is
probable he would have felt the fevere effefts of the explofion.
This alarm occafioned us to change our pofition, and we kept to
the windward of the Arabs during the-wreft of the march. Our
road, after leaving the valley, lay over level ground. As it would
be hext to an impoffibility to find the way over thefe ftony flats,
where the heavy foot of a camel leaves no impreffion, the different
bands of robbers have heaped up ftones at unequal diftances, for
'their direction through this defart. We have derived great affiftance
from the robbers in this refpe&, who are our guides when the
marks either fail, or are usintelligible tous. If it be confidered,
that this road to Cairo is fldomor never trodden, it is no wonder
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that our Arabs are frequently at a lofs for the courfe. We are
but the third, and, perhaps, may be the laft company of travel-
lers, who have ventured to go by this route, fince the diiturbances
have arifen upen the Nile. Our little Turk at Ghinnah was pa -
ticularly wverfe to it ; and though both his perfon and meichandize
would in all probability have enjoyed the fame protettion as our-
felves, we are well enough pleafed that he did not encounter the
trial. The truth of it is, the Turks are very tyrannical maftess,
and the Arabs feize every opportunity to repay thcir obligations
in kind. At twelve o'clock we halted to take our repofe in the
open plain ; and fenced ourfelves from the cold wind as well as
we could, with our baggage. The laft ftage was four hours, or
ten miles; and, by our reckoning, we are 180 miles from Ghin-
nah. Our courfe to-day has been N. E. and during the latter
part due N.

SUNDAY, 14th SEPTEMBER.

We decamped at half paft fix o'clock this morning, and pur-
fued our courfe over a level country. The river, we are told,
runs within ten or twelve miles of us ; but we dare not approach
it, whatever attractions it may poffefs. On the road we paffed
the fkeleton of a camel, which now and then happens in the de-
fart. Thefe are poor creatures that have perithed with fatigue ;
for thofe which are killed for the fuftenance of the Arabs, are car-
ried away, bones and all together. Of the hides are made the
foles of the flippers which are worn in Egypt, without any drefs-
ing, but what the fun can give them. The circumftances of this
animal’s death, when his firength fails him on the road, have
fomething in them affecting to humanity. Such are his patience
and perfeverance, that he purfues his journey without flagging, as
long as he has power to fupport its weight; and fuch are his
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fortitude and fpirit, that he will never give out, until nature finks
beneath the comphcat vhich prefs upon him. Then, and
then only, will hw n hts purden and his body to the ground.

Nor ftripes, nor carefles, nor food, nor reft,- will.make him rife
again! His vigor is exhaufled, and life ebbs out apace !—This
the Arabs are very fenfible of, and kindly plunge a fword into the
breaft of the dying beaft, to fhorten his pangs. Even the Arab
feels remorfc when he commits this deed : his hardened heart is
moved at the lofs of a faithful fervant |—Peace then to thy re-
mains, unhappy fon of want and woe! May no rude wind dif-
turb thy bones, no impious hand remove them from the reach of
pafling eyes! At fight of them the traveller {hall drop a pitying
tcar. Thy force! thy gentlenefs| thy giant form! thy toiling
days ! thy haplefs end! {hall rufh upon his mind, and loudly
claim this tranfient tribute! So may he hope to pafs fecure the
horrors of the wafte—fo may the beaft which he beftrides, efcape
thy fate!

At ten o’clock we halted in the fun to breakfaft, among fom¢
thiftles, which is all that the plain affords our poor camels.
"The foil here is gravel, intermixed with chalk and ftone. The lagt
ftage was tbfcc hours and an half, or nine miles. At eleven we
refumed our march, over one of the moft extenfive plains in the
uruverfe.  Not a hill, not a tree appears ; and the eye, as on the
ocean, is only bounded by the horizon. The fun here was véry
powerful; and the wind blowing over the chalky foil, proved
more troublefome and difagreeable, than we have found it on the
journey. We travelled the whole day without refting, though
we were obliged to pull in our camels once or twice among fome
bufhes, to refrefh them with a mouthful of food. Atfiveo'clock
we approached a range of high mountains, which run weftward
to the Nile. We ftopped within a league of them, until the cap-
tain of the robbers and fome of the Arabs pufhed on to furvey the
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pafs, which is fometimes frequented by their fraternity, We
raoved flowly after them, and at fevengeglaek overtook them under
the hills at the entrance of the valley, and Wge happy to find
there was no appeasance of danger. We fheltered ourfelves be-
~hipd a thick fpreading bufh to fleep, as the noith wind blew pe-
culiarly cold. Here my fervant difcovered a fake under his bed,
which the Arabs tell us is poifonous, But it had no tokens of
being fo, if I may be allowed to judge from the variety of fnukes
which I have feen in India. This laborious ftage tock us up eight
heurs and an half, or twenty-two miles, {o that we are by our reck-
oning 212 miles from Ghinnah. Our courife to-day has becn to the
weftward of N.

MONDAY, 15th Sepremsrr.

We were in motion by fix o’clock this morning, and advanced
towards the hills, to which we judged we were o near by the light
of thc moon. But it was a full hour before we entered the val-
ley that divides them, FHere we found plenty of provender for
our camels, who get but a meafure of beans per, dien each, befides
the food which they pick up in the way. A flender allowance in-
deed, for fo large an animal! On all fides we obfcrved the frefh
flot of deer, and of another creature, which I take to be an elk
from the fize of the hoof, but which the Arabs call a mountain
fheep. Thefe mountains are compofed of alabafter, porphyry,
and granite; large fragments of which are fcattered about,the -
road, either by the force of a whirlwind, or their fall from an
immenfe height. It was doubtlefs from this quarter, that the
antient kings of Egypt furnifhed themfelves with the materials of
thofe fplendid edifices, whofe remains are yet vifible in the princi-
pal cities of, this kingdom. Thofe lofty columns which have-
aftonifhed miankind at Alexandria and elfewhere, and which have
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been tranfported to Italy at a prodigious expence, were probably
cut from thefe quarries; Wc vicinity of the Nile afforded fuch
an eligible conveWe to the fea. 'This is, in fa&, but a conjec-
ture; but fuch as a traveller may be allowtd to indylge himfelf in,
were it only to re€tify the miftakes of fome very, ingenious wrj-
ters, who have fuppofed all this profufion of marble to have been
brought from abdve the catarats of the Nile, and thence deduce
the infignificancy of thofe celebrated falls *. But to me the pre-
mifes appear fo ill-founded, that I cannot admit of the inference;
though it muft be acknowledged, that accident alone could have
led a ftranger to the difcovery of a quarry, which is unknown or
unattended to, by-the natives of the country. We winded through
this valley ’till ten o’clock, when we halted among fome thorn-
trees to drink coffee. This ftage was four hours, or ten miles.

At cleven o’clock we refumed our courfe through the walley,
which is well ftocked with thorn trees that are large enough to
throw a fhade. Our noftrils were faluted-with a fine odour, as
we pafled by the fnowy blofloms that whiten the vale. On the
road we flarted an hare, and faw many earths, which this poor
creature butrows in to defend her from the heat. The wind was fo
bleak, that the fun had little or no effeft until towards noon, when
the weather turned very fultry. Wejourneyed the whole day in this
valley, which in fome places extends itfelf near a mile in breadth.
In the afternoon we were alarmed with the frefh tracks of a camel'’s
feet, which make a ftrong impreffion in a foft foil. The Arabs do

‘not fake them to be more than a day ofd, and pronounce a party
of freebooters to be at hand. No travellers lefe Ghinnah later
than a week before us; and what bufine(s can bring any but free-
booters into this wafte, is incomprehenfible to us. Danger feemed
30be near us, and fouts were font forward to advertife us of it.

The

.;' By the teftimonies of Captain Norden and Dr. Pococke, thefe falls are really
infignificant ; but neither of them msnetrated to the fecond or third catatad.
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The Tobbers were employed in this office, and by the facility
with which they traced the fuafpicious. fgutyit.ap, how difficult
it would be to avoid fuch an expert ;w und .could run
truer upon a fcenty mor'do I fuppofe, any hound would be
franncherto the ohace... We travelled.on, however, without any in-
terruption, and at fix o'clock halted to dine. We were in necd of
refrcfhmcnn as the laft ﬁage wap feven hours, or feventeen miles
and an half, But our meat is quite expended, and we were obliged
to put up with flour, which alfo begins to run thort, for want, we
fear, of ceconoffty being obferved among our fervants. By Hadgee
Uttalah's firft account, we were to have reached Cairo laft night ;
and now he talks of two or three days more! This miltake muft
have arifen, not more from the delays we have met. with, than
from his ignorance of the country, - It behoves us, however,
to be careful of the little provifion which remains.

At eight o'clock we refumed our march by the light of the
moon, and ftill found ourfelves in the valley. At half paft
ten we halted to take our repofe. The laft ftage was two
hours and an half, or fix miles, and by our reckoning we are
246 miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to day, has been direét-
ed by the windings of the valley, generally to the caftward
of N.

TUESDAY, 16th SeprEMBER.

We decamped at fix o'clock this morning, and prefently qpit.
ting the valley, which is above thmy miles long, we entered upon
a plain, over which we travelled for fome time. At nire o'clock
‘we same fuddenly upon a well, which is fituated among .fome
broken ground. ‘The fight of a fpring of water was inexpreflibly
agresable to our eyes, which had fo  long been ftrangers to fo re;
frefhing an objet. W halted behind the fhade of fome bufhe;
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at a Intlé Kiffence front it, while we breakfafted, and replenifived
dtirfitins with ehat precious avticle, The Inft frage wats three hours,
ér feven miles anit #n’ half. ‘

The morning was very cool and pleafant, and we beheld an
hasy fley, for the fiefl titte, T befieve, fivce we have beén'in Egypt.
The heavens aré ulnatly clear anid fovetie. in this npper province,
where Eeannot idatn ¢he plague has everextended, during the pe-
fitds of its greateft rage ix Lower Bgypt; to which land we are
fw approaching. Hadgee Uttlah tells we, that he will certainly
put us into a boat o Thurfdey morning. Wecanriot be any confi-
deruble &ftance fromr the Iatitude of Cairo, and have therefore the
gredter dependenies o this promfe. While we- were at breakfaft
we received a vifit ftom Fre caphain of the robbers, who exprefied
a efite to fer a dotble-barrelied peck, which he heard was in my
poficflion, Afker the honorable ¥rebment which we had received
from him, I csild not do lefs ¥ prodiede it: I went farther, to
pleafe him, and difcharged it, 4o fhew him the-nature of its con-
firuétion. Hewas much taken with the movelty of the invention;
and after fardeying Tt with particaler tvarks of fatisfaction and
aftomifhcient, Tt sérhrned # to my Nands. Finention this circum-
flance, to evincethe exceffive forbearance of this man; whole pro-
feffion is thieving, and to whony a fire-arm'of this kind muft have
been & very defirable acquifition. He had net left us many mi-
ntrtes, whin one of his. followdls brought &s:a peefent of a bag of
flotif, with his mafter's inents. He had learnt from our
‘eondalior, thir we werd in want of it; and though' we did not
elitvfe to' e urider an olflightion to- hini of this nature; we could
1St prevail on Bim to accept of any pecumiary corfideration for
;AN 'We could 85, was to divideRinie thee: we'had loft, and fend
e R ro. the captain., which wehad'the pleafuce 2o undeMind
proved & mew and acoeptable food to hicn. This'is, fusprining,
apilideritiy the neighbottiood of the Delta, which’ produces fhohi
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quantities of Ficor, Buk we mufl remember, that this robber has
slesached himielf fram-the focicty of cities; and & mot likdy. to
meet - with any but the common grain, in his progrls tiwough
the Wma

-We loft the greatelt part of theday at this fpring. Though
our fkins were prefently filled, the camels were yet to drink, and
we had not bugeined far the time which this noceflary bufi-
vefs would sake upe Asghe camels gould npt go to the wall,
an hele was funk in.the carth below t¢he furface of the fring,
over which a fkin was fpread, to catain the water which Agwal
into it. At this but two camels could drink atq time; and it
was fix hours before our camels, which ampunted to forty-
gight Jin all, were watered. Each camal, therefore, by this cal-
culation, takes a quarter of amn hous to quench hia enormows
thirft; and to water.a common caravan of goo camels at fuch
a place as this, would require-two days and two nights. A
moft unforefeen and inconceivable delay to an uninforraed tra-
Veller !

At three o'clock we refumed our journey, and foon entered a
dale, the mafk fertile we had yet beheld. Here grafy, and a kimd
of wild grain, were intenmixed with the fragrant {hrubs, and
afforded a very agreeable change to our cattle, who devoured
the frefh blade with unwipal greedines. The banks on each
fide of us, were green.and {loping, and the il black and fof.
From thefe circumftances, and the courfe of the dale, which
winds N, W, towards the Nile, I take it to have been, fogs
mer)y a branch of that river, but which has beea Jong choslped
up, excqpt in wncommon inugdgtions. - As we went along, we
ftarted feveral Jbares, and fprang-a brace or two of quail; but
we-dye pot provided with fhet to bring them down. At three

quarters pafk foren ws halted ynder the bank of the dale, o take
s repofe,  The lak, fage m:;f?w boum and three qm
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or twelve miles; fo that by our reckoning we are 266 milées

from Ghinnah. . Our courfe to-day was N. by W. ‘and
N‘ W'

WEDNESDAY, i7th Strrzmses.

'We were mounted before five o'clock this morning, and mil-
fing one of our camels, which ‘had ftrayed, we were obliged to
divide his burden among the reft, and to leave a man behind us to
look for him. We foen quitted thedale; and afcended the high
ground by the fide of a mountain, that overlooks it in this part.
The path was tiarrow amd perpendicular, and much refembled
a ladder. To make it worfe, we preceded the robbers; and an
ignorant guide amdng our own people led- us aftray. Here we
found wourfelves. in a pretty fituation | We had kept the lower
road on the fide of the hill, inftead of that towards the fummit,
until we could proceed no further. We were now obliged to
gain the heights, in order to recover the'road; in performing
which, we drove our poor camels up fuch fteeps, as we had the
greatelt difficulty. to climb: after them: We were under the
neceflity of leaving them to themfelves; as the danger of lead-
ing them through places, where the leaft falfe ftep would have
precipitated both man and beaft to the unfathomabie abyfs
below, was too. critical-to hazaxd: 'We-hit-at ledgth-upon tife
peoper path, and were glad to finid ourfelves: in-the tear of “our
‘unessing guides, the robbers, after having won-dvery foot of the
‘ground with zeal peril and fatigue. In‘the vélley bencath us,
we pafled by 2 fountain of finé water. | ¥ @iillied  from a rovk,
and theew itfelf withy fouse winderioe intd' s Bafon, wiiich i« fiad
hollowed . for itfelf . below. W't ‘oveafion ot ¥
fupply ; but could not help Hegering @’ fowr minketes tolulliliiih
a fight, fo pretty in itklf, snd o bewitching toobr WWM
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#ad of late béen ftrangérs to bubbling fotints and limpid ftreams;
&t feven o'clock we reached the fummit of the mountain, and
travelled until half paft ten, over a continued region of hills and
dales. © This aﬁomfhmg jumble ! this continued afcent! re-
calls to the traveller’s mind the fabled battle of the giants, who,
in warring with the gods, heaped' hills on hills to fcale the ca-
nopy of heaven. They dre rude, craggy, and barren, and the
tracks over them hardly paffable. In the bottams the foil is
generally clay, and fo moift, as to denote our vidinity to the
Nilé, which at this feafon floods the country around! At fome
openings to our left we once more beheld this noble river—bes
held him after a long abfence, fweeping his majeftic courfe be-
tween the towering mountains. We plainly difcerned the tops
of thofe to the weftward of his fiream; and it feemed as if he
had here fcooped a ¢hannel for his rapid waters out of the
fblid rock. We gradually regained the low lands, and at eleven
o'clock halted among fome fhrubs, to refrefh ourfelves and cattle:
Here our Arab overtook us with the miffing camel. The cir-
cumnftance of his wandering is very uncommon. The camel is
the moft faid of all ereatures, and remains by ‘the baggage dur-
ing the night without being picketed, The laft ftage was fix
hours, or fifteen miles.

At half paft eleven we refumed our march, and foon came to
the foot of a prodigious hill, which we unexpe&tedly found we
were to afcend. It was peérpendicular, like the one which we
lad praffed fome hours before; but what rendered the accefs rhore
difficolt, the path whxch we were to tread, was nearly right up
and &awm** “The capt:am of the rabbers, feeing the obibacles we
had' g perbome; wifely fent all his camels round the mountain,

el keew fhere was a defile, and only accompanied us with
WWM #bde,~ Wie luckity met with no accident in climbing
thid: height; which vripeople téll us, ié the laft we fhall ‘en<

counter.
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<onpter. We journeyed over the top until one o'clock, when
we defcended into a valley by a paflage eafy enough. Here we
were furprifed with the fight of 2 man and a came], who were
half-concealed by a fpreading buth. Our fervants were irft, and
gave the alarm; upon which the captain of the robbérs pufhed
on his camel at its utmoft fpeed, regardlefs of danger, and me-
ditating, perhaps, the feizure of fome booty. Our Arabs follow-
ed him, and prefently furrounded the man. My companions
and myfelf hafted after. Our fituation was difficult on fuch an
occafion ; but we had already determined on the part we were to
take, thould the diftrefs of a fellow-creature claim our protec-
tion. We were bound by the tics of honor, to obferve a ftriét neu-
trality towards the robbers, except when they infringed the rights
of human natuie in our prefence. Happily for us all, the man
in queflion was no fubject for their depredations. We foon
came up to him, and found he was a courier, who left Cairo but
yefterday, and is proceeding with letters to fome town on the
river. e is known to the robber, or it feeins that he would not
have ventured through the defart, He tells us that all is quiet
again at Cairo. . This news, and the certain vicinity of the city,
have put us all into good fpirits. The arduous enterprife is nearly
accomplithed, and the palm of fuccefs is at hand !

We left the principal Arabs to entertain the ftramger with
coffee, and toiled through the valley until half paft five o'clock,
when we halted to dine. 'We were now joined by thofe Arabs,
anck prefently after by the reft of the robbers, who had made an
aftonithing march to overtake us. ‘This ftage was fix hours, or
fifteen miles. After a light refrefament of bread, we moved on
at feven with the moon, which was now at full, and afforded us
a clear light to march over an hilly region until twelve
‘when we fpread our beds under a bank, to-fnatch a\lhort
The Arabs tell us we muft be flirving before day-break, whxch,

added
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added to our march to-day, pronounces ther to be anxious to
finith our toilfome journey. This place is but a thort diftance
from the river. The laft ftage was five hours, or twelve miles,
and by our reckoning, we arc now 308 miles from Ghinnah.
Our courle to-day has been N. W, and W,

THURSDAY, 18th Sepremser.

We were roufed before four o'clock this morning, that we
might get early to the town where we are to take boat. With-
out our ufual allowanee of coffee, we marched off direétly for the
river, to water our camels. The camel is as ready to drink often
as anty other animal, notwithftanding the large quantity of liquid
which his ftomach can contain. He is the only animal,
who ruminates—if I mray fo term itwhis drink as he ]oumcys
along; and is no more oppreffed by it, than is the ox with his
eud, which he chews at his leifure, We did not lofe much time
ax the river, which we were overjoyed to review. Hence we di-
refted our march to the northward, along the banks of the moft
delightful river in the wotld. By the late floods it is, in fome
parts, double its origimal breadth, and ruthes with a noify rapi-
dity to the main. The defart here ftretches itfelf to the very
banks, which appear infinitely more verdant by the comparifon.
In our way we pafied by a village to our left, called Vel Hadie,
and at feven o’elock halted at the town of Ifcour, where we ex-
pedted to find a boat. But our expedtations were vain ; although
Hadgee Uttalah went himielf to the houfe of the principal of-
ficer, to obtain an order for ene. While we remained here, I
afcended an eminence without the town, and was prefented with
the st romantic profpect that imagination ean portray. The
Nile had pow farrcunded a long {lip of land, which appeared to.

be in the midft of his fiream, and difplayed a bed of diverfified
9 green.
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green, A large wood towered its head on this ifland, and alto-
gether formed a ftriking contraft to the ruflet mountains, which
overlook his weftern fhores. About a mile from this charming
vetreat, buried in the defart from common obfervation, the rob-
bers have their refidence. They attended us thus far, .and then
retiined to their tents, which they had pointed out to us on the
road, as the dwellings of their families. Their departure was
fecret, or as we call it, was a French leave. Hadgee Uttalah
infinuates, that their captain took this ftep, in order to fhew his
difintereftednefs, and to fave us the pain of being obliged to dif-
mif§ him, without a prefent. If this infinuation be juft—and we
have no reafon to doubt it—there was a modefty in this procedure,
which would have done credit to a man of the moft liberal educa-
tion. Indeed, the whole behavior of thefe robbers has been {o
extraordinary, and the adventure itftlf is of {o novel a caft, that
the reader would fcarcely excufe me for parting with them, with-
out making fome obfgrvations on the fubject.

Of all the different tribes of Arabiaris ,which we have met
with, thefe tenants of the defart alone, have afforded us un-
queftionable proofs of @eucroﬁty and honor. We had fough¢
for thefe virtues in the urts of princes, and found them in the
uncultivated wafte. Here no prejudices are harbored, no vain
diftinctions of religion g’we rife to dc{'picable perfecutions,  If
the fword be drawn, it is never wanton m its execution, and ftill
refpefts the laws of friendthip and faith. Like the favage in-
mates of the wild, thefe robbers rove through habit, and are
‘only rapacious when urged by firong neceflity. Man is their
fo¢, more than they are the foe of man. But to thefe robbers
alone this refleCtion will, perhaps, hold. Banithed without caufe
from focicty, by the remiffnefs of the laws, and influenced by
education to think lxghtly of their trefpafles, why fhould we
marvel to hear of people in this profeflion, whofe ‘morals and

5 manners
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manners would not difgrace a city? This pefition 1s at leaft cvi-
dent.—By the ftri€ connection between them, and ihe frequent
trial tb which their fidelity is put, they have formed a charatte:
among themfelves, which is unknown to the reft of their coun-
trymen. A charalter, which has excited this involuntary tri-
bute of praifc from a ftranger ; and which is, indecd, worthy of 4
better fate !

The laft ftage was three hours, or feven miles. At ten o'clock
we left Ifcour, amd profecuted our journey along the banks of
the Nile, We 'met with no villages for fome miles. At one
o'clock we faw the pyramids very diftinctly, lying to the weft-
ward of the river. Thefe we had obferved from Ifcour, though
forty miles diftant from them ; but from their magnitude, con-
ceived them to have been hills of ftone. We now weie afcer-
tained of our approach to Cairo; and on my afking our con-
duétor the ufe of thofe ftructures, he told ys fo many fables of
their origin and riches, as afforded us ample entertainment
oh the road. Not that the dreams of fuperftition withdrew our
attention, from the reality of the vifion which delighted our eyes.
We were ftruck with awe, in contemplating thefe amazing mo-
numents of antiquity. Every thing confpired to touch the tra-
veller’s mind with the fublimeft ideas. ‘The rude grandeur of
the ftupendous mountains behind the pyramids ; the aftonifthing
height of the pyramide themfelves, which appear to rival the
works of nature; the breadth and rapidity of the river which
runs beneath them, fo renowned in fong, and fo fertile of un-
common productions, united to raife a picture worthy of a
Brooke's *® pencil to defcribe.  Nor did I confider an herd of ca-
mels, that were browfing on our fide of the river, as a finall
addition to the magnificence of the profpect, which was com-
pofed of the moft gigantic objedts in nature! In this maich

* An eminent painter of Ireland, whofe talents in his profcflion prom.if: to illu-
mine the rifing glory of his country.
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two of our camels were fo far jaded, as to reduce us to
diftiibute what little burdens remained to them among the reft,
and (o leave them at a village on the road. It was now; that
we acknowledged the prudence of bringing the additional camels.
We no longer afciibed the meafure to any fulfith views; and
wholly acquitted the Arabs of a defign to deceive us; as the dif-
ficulties 1n this mountainous journcy were fufficient to break the
heart of a camel itfelf. At five in the evening, we arrived at
Tinnah, a town almoft oppofite the pyramids, where we pre-
fently procured a boat to carry us to Cairo, which is but twelve
miles diftant.  The laft ftage was feven hours, or cighteen miles;
fo that our journey over the defart, from Ghinnah to this place,
has been, by our reckoning, 333 miles.

Tinnah is a fmall but pleafant town, and ftands upon the re-
puted fite of antient Babylon. There are no veftiges, however, of
that fplendid city ; nor any ruins here fave thofe of modern edi-
ficcs.  The houles arg prettily fhaded with trees, and the envi-
rons hid out in fields of giain. It is cafy te account for the ex«
tinction of antient 1uins in a peopled place ; but how are we to
explain this extintion ig a defart, except we recur to the hurri-
canes of fand in which they may be buried, or rather doubt their
exiftence at once? We met with many fpots in the defart, fit
enough for cultivation; but not a ruin of any kind, to denote
the habitations of men. It is probable, therefore, that the geo-
graphers of old wrote without adequate information on the fub-
jeét ; and have given cities and tiibes to a wafte, which has been
defolate fince the creation of the world *.

While we fupped upon our remaining rice, we were fur-
rounded with crouds of pecople, who beheld us with curiofity,.
and lcarnt our adventures from the Arabs with furprize. At

nine

* They have cven exceeded thofe whom Swift ridicules—

¢« Who o’er unhabitable downs,
Place clephants for want of towns.”
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nine o'clock we joyfully embarked for Cairo. Befides ourfelves
and our domeftics, Hadgee Uttalah and the camel-owncrs ac-
companied us in the boat, By them we promifed to gratify the
drivers, who were {orry enough to leave us. The moon was jutt
rxfen, and without fail or oar, we fell down britkly with the cu:-
rent. Every thing worg a placid afpe&, and feemed ominous of
the ftate of the capital. We paffed by many villages, which ap-
peared very picturefque by the pale light of the moon, and at
midnight anchored on the weftern bank oppofite Cairo, to take a
fhott repofe.

FRIDAY, 19th SEpTEMBER.

About two this morning we weighed, and ftood into the khalis
or channel, which runs from the river into the city. This chan-
nel is of a confiderable breadth, and was lined on each fide with
trading veflels and pleafure-boats; which difplayed convincing
tokens of the commerce and wealth of the capital of LEgypt. The
ﬂrcngth of the current is here encreafed, and the boatmen exerted
no little fkill in fteering through the grove of mafts, which rofe like
a wood around us. The fhores on eitherand of us, were adorned
with gardens and fummer-houfes; the dews which fell thickly
upon our heads, were impregnated with the fragiance of the patf-
ing gale, which ¢ whifpered whence it ftole the balmy fpoil.’
Our minds were now divefted of the perturbation whidh had fo
long poflefled them, and were fitted to admit the charming feene.
It feemed to be the effeft of fuch enchantment, as Armida is fatl to’
have exhibited to regain the affeétions of her lover.  Erewlhile we
wandered, like Rinaldo, through gloomy vales and dicary waftes:
And now, dre fuddenly tranfported to the clyfium he found—to
ftately palaces and vernal lands. We went under the ftern of a
Turkith frigate; which was galley-built and cartied about twenty

Uauz2 brafs
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brafs guns. She was probably I’catxoned here, to protect the chan-

nel durmg the late troubles ; but from the bad look-out which
the Turkifh failors keep, it would be no difficult matter for an
enemy to have furprized her in the night.

At three o'clock we arrived at OJd Cairo, and after dlemnb
ourfclves in our beft Turkith cloaths, we landcd our baggage on
the wharf, and dnfchargcd our boat. We were to remain here until
day-break, and my companions and I diverted ourfelves in exa-
mining the place. In ftraying about, I came to a garden fur-
rounded by a lofty wall.  On one fide of it there was a latticed
window, which appeared to give light to a bower, as the lattices
were entwined with a fpreadmg vine, whofe grapes hung in cluf-
ters without, As I was admiring the fruit by the doubtful light
of the moon, the found of a guittar fuddcnly ftruck my ears. It
iffued from the window, and was at times accompanied by a female
voice. 'T was too far removed from the performer, to reap the ex-
cellence of her {kill; but the novelty of the adventure, and the
plaintivenefs of the tunc, kept me fixed, as 1t were, to the fpot.
The window was infinitely too high to be fcaled without a ladder,
or my curiofity to behold a damfel, whom my imagination had
pictured out in all the Maces of beauty and youth, might have
led me into a fcrape. 1 was now called away by the Arabs to de-
part. T hey preffed vs much to fend for afles, a ftand of which
was in the neighborhood, as we fhould find ourfelves much tired
by the walk to the Englifh faftory. Qur prxde was ftartled at this
propofition ; and we perfifted in our refolution to go on foot, te
‘the great aftonifhment of the Ambs, who made no allowance for
our ignorance of the cuftoms here. ' We fet_ont accordingly at
dawn of day, and leftall our fcrvmts but xh:ahxm, to ftay by:the
haggage, until we fent camels fm* s \We found the road nons of
the beft, and after going for near.a mie. along a dead wall. that 4
fkirts the channel we had come up, we entered the new city.at 2

‘ little
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little paft fix o'clock. ‘The fireets began now to be filled with
people, and the fhops difplayed their various commodities for fale.
The favor of the hot bread had fuch an cffe® upon our noftrils,
that fhame alone deterred us from ftopping in the ftreet, to break
our fafts with fuch a new and delicious morfel. In fpite of our dif-
guife, we were immediately known to be foreigners ; and the croud
repeatedly exprefled tokens of furprize, which our Arabs told us,
arofe from feeing us on foot. To obviate this impertinence, we
enquired if we could not proceed by water. A canal was near
us, and the Arabs called to the rowers of a gay-looking barge,
which took us on board. We were now fheltered from the fun,
which was waxing warm, and were {hoved along.at an eafy rate,
between the rows of lofty buildings that face the canal. Behind
the lattices on either fide we difcovered women, in the Greck and
Turkifh habits; and one in particular, of uncommon beauty,
who came to the window to tafte of the morning air. Before fe-
ven o'clock we landed in a line with a quarter, called the Fils
Moofty, where the feveral European factories are fituated, and in a
few minutes reached Mr. Baldwin’s houf¢, of whom fuch frequent
mention has been made in this work, Thoggh a perfelt ftranger to
our perfons, we were received with great cordiality by this gentle-
man. Notwithftanding the many letters which we had addreffed
to him, our ftory was enly communicated to him yefterday, and
that by the Indian Fakeer,’ ‘who delivered our letter fafely, after a
thoufand difficulties. He was forty-five days on his paffage; had
been taken prifoner repeatedly, by each of the contending partigs ; .
and efcaped detention, on account of his poverty and vocation,

We were glad to find this faithful fellow had received his pro-
mifkd rewatd, and withed to répeat our thanks to him.

Myr. Baldwin niew congratulated us on our arrival, which he
utterly defpaired of, as foon as he learnt our condition. He was fo -
confiderate‘as'to apply laft night to the bey of Cairo, for aletter to

9 the
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the Shaik Ul Arab‘for our releafe; and to order one of his fer-
vants to get ready to carry the letter. He had taken thefe prelimi-
nary fteps ; but owned that he was doubtful of their fuccefs, when
he confidered our remote fituation, and: the troubles which agi-
tated the country. He was equally charmed with ourfelves, with
the behavior of Ifman Abu Ally ; and propofes to acknowledge
it, in the name of the king and the people of Great Britain. This
he fignified to Hadgee Uttalah and his companions in the Ara-
bian language, which he fpeaks very fluently ; and defiied them
to call for our letters and prefents, when they had finifhed tacir
bufinefs 1n this city.

Now we bade adieu to all anxiety and care, Our troubles ap-
peared to be at an end, and we were only ftudious to confole our-
felves for the lofs of fociety, which we had o long endured.
Peace was reftored to Cairo; and the operations of war removed
to the' parts we had come from; whither Ibrahim Beg and the
fugitive Beys were fled.  To recover ourfelves from the fatigues
of our journcy, to infpect the curiofities of this city, and to pre-
pare for our progrefs to Alexandria, are the points to which our
attention is turned. We obtained from the public papers, the
moft fatisfatory uccounts of our conceras in England; and no-
thing occurred to damp the happinefs of this day, which I may
ventire to fay, was the fincereft we had ever experienced. We
difpatched camels for our baggage, and in the evening accompa-~
nied Mr. Baldwin to a French merchant’s houfe; where we
found a great deal of company afflembled to play at cards.
Anfong them was a very agreeable girl, of Greek extraftion by
the mother's fide. Iler father if a Frenchman, and now at
Marleilles ; which hzs enabled the young lady to olain-a per-
fet knowledge of the irench tongue,, and to reader herfelf
very eptertaining to travellers who pafs this way. Though her
"drefs is confonant to the Turkith mode, it by no- means dif-

figures
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figures her perfon; but has rather fomething pleafing in its no-
velty, to the eyes of an European. One of my companions ap-
pears to be but too fenfible of the charms of the fair Cecilia; and
I am told, that this is not the firft conqueft the has made over
the, affeftions of Englith paffengers. The Eutopeans who reflde
here, all conform to the Turkifh habit; but this is not expeéted
from fojourners like us. As our Eaftern cloaths therefore are
much the worfe for wear, we intend to-morrow to refume our
own arefs, except at fuch times as we vifit places where it may
give offence. The Englifh nation alone, take this liberty with
impunity. And I was let into an anecdote of a friend and coun-
tryman of mine, who went to the houfe of the bey herein a thaul
turban. This is ftiictly prohibited to Chriftians of all denomina-
tions; but was neverthelcfs overlooked in him, becaufe he was
a Englifhman.

SATURDAY, 2oth SEPTEMBEK.

We ftaid within doors to-day, to amufe ourfelves with the new
publications from England, and to fettle owm voyage to France.
There is a French fhip at Alexandria, which is to fail the begin-
ning of next month for Marfeilles; and Mr. Baldwin has applied
to her agent here for a paﬁ'age for us. He intends fending dif-
patches for the Compdny in this veffel, and will be better afcertain-
ed of the precife time of her departure.

Mifir Ul Kaira, or the City of Anguifh, fo called from the fre-
quent vifits which it has mcengcd from the plague, but commonly
termed Grand Cairo by us, is fituated in the latitude of 30 3°N.
en an artificial branch of the Nile. Old Cairo nearly faces the
river; but the New city is removed above a mile from it, and ap-
proaches to the range of mountains which runs through Upper

Egypt, and abruptly breaks off here. It is undoubtedly one of
7 the
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the fineft cities in the Eaft; which, from the prefent ftile of archi-
teCture that reigns among the Orientals, is but a faint commen-
dation. Thehoufes are in general built of ftone, and, being ele-
vated to feveral ftories, would make a grand appearance, notwith-
ftanding the inelegance of their ftrutture, were' not the'effect de-
ftroyed by the exceffive narrownefs of the ftreets. This is one of
the caufes to which the ingenious Dr. Mead afcribes the birth of
the plague in this capital; but experience evinces, that it arifes
from foreign and adventitious caufes. There has not been a plague
here for thefe feven years; which is rendered more remarkable,
by the commencement of the Ruffian war at the date of its ceffa-
tion. No one can account for this; though a year feldom pafi-
ed by before, without a vifit from it. I do not recolle& if any
writer has taken notice of a circumftance, that divefts this fell de-
ftroyer, of a confiderable portion of his terrors in this quarter of
the world, and opens an ample field for philofophical fpeculatian.
The melancholy confequences of the plague are well known to us.
The laws have been alarmed at its very name; and our ports have
been fo regulated, as wholly toexclude it.  The gay metropolis of
London was formerlydépopulated by it; and,in our own age, we
have feen the flourithing city of Marfeilies rendered a defart by its
ravages. From fcenes within the ﬁxhere of his knowledge, an ele-
gant and fentimental poet of our nation thus fechngly defcribes
its baleful inﬂvencc :

¢ The fullen door,
Yet uninfefted, on its cantious hinge
Fearing to turn, abhors fociety:.
Dependants, friends, relations; Love’ hamfelf,
Savaged by 'Woe, forget'the tender- tie,
The fiveet engagement of the feeling heart.”

This
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This picture is juft, fo far as it relates to this'malady in Europe.
But in Turkey the cafe is altered ; and we look in vain for thefe
ftrokes of the pathetic. The Mahometans are confirmed Prede(-
tinarians ; and are not to be deterred by the fear of contagion,
frqm attemding-their brethren in diftrefs. The mittakes of the
head here expand the heart with the tide of humanity. The
dying have their exit fmoothed by the tender offices of friendfhip ;
and thoufands are fnatched from an untimely grave, by the force
of an happy prejudice. It is true, that many are plunged into
this diftemper, who might otherwife have avoided it; but the
evil is far outweighed by the good which refults from it. Fer
the diftemper is by no means fatal. With care and attention,
the greater part of the infeted generally recover. Ihave myfelf
feen a man here, who has had the plague no lefs than five
times ; each of which is diftinguifhed by blotches upon different
parts of his body, which he will carry with him to his tomb.
One of the moft'noted things here, is an aqueduét which con-

veys water from the Nile to the caftle, that ftands on an hill in
the eaft quarter of the city. This aqueduét runs a very confi~
derable length. .We faw it as we ~came from Old Cairo, and
were told that its courfe is two miles. It is built of ftone, and
lined on each fide with lofty gothic arches, which give it'a very
noble appearance. It is however a modern work ; and cannot be
claflfed among the antigpities of Egypt.  Thefe we are to begin
upon, as foon as our bodies are reftored to their former vigor..
But the pyramids and the catacombs are too diftant for our mi-
nute infpettion ; and we can only regret, that our time admits of
our taking but a paﬂing view of them. Travellers like us, who:
fall by accident into a country replete with the monuments of paft
ages, and whofe time is not at their own: difpofal, to gratify the

defire of mveﬁlgatmg the remains of decayed art, can only tkim,
X x . the,
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the furface of the ftream they would willingly dive into; and
have but the merit of an inclination to extend information.

The late changes which happened here, are confidered of little
ar no moment among the inhabitants. “The, depofing of a bey is
attended with no tumult or bloodfhed within.the walls; where
not only the natives but the European factors, are proteéted from
vialeiice hy remaining within doars. Though no greater revo-
lution could have taken place in any government, the whole con-
teft fubfifted without the gates: and during an obftinate battle
at Bulac for the fovereignty, nothing but order and tranquillity
reigned in Cairo. This idea is carried further here than in any
other empire. And fo facred do the Turks hold the privilege of
a man’s houlc, that {carce an inftapce can be produced among
them, of private property being plundered in any revolution in
the ftate. A proof of this was recently difplayed. The fugitive
beys were, for feveral days, in pofieflion of the caftle which com-
mands the city. When they found it expedient to quit their poft,
they retired with their troops through the’ fireets, and enforced a
difcipline, that preferved the city from the leatt outrage. Nor
difappointed ambitiom, ner grievous neceflity, could influence
them to injure & people, who were deyoted to a fuccefsful rival,
or replenifh their finances, by a mode fo repugnant to their cuf-
toms. Be it known to the Chriftian leaders of war, that thefe
infidels were banifhed their capital—yet voluntarily left it in the,
enjoyment of that profperity, to which they were loft |

Ia the cvenmg we went to the hummum, to refrefh ourfelves
after our journey. We found it an handfome ftone fabric,
crowned with a large dome, through which the light is admitted
to a fquare apartment below. In thi apactment the company al-
femble, to undrefs themielves fax the bath; and hese they rctu.m,
to fmoak and drink coffec after the operation ; for which pur,
pofe the hall is furrounded with alcoves. There are finall receffes

5 on
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oh every fide of the hall, which contain cocks or fountains of hot
and cold water, to temperate the bath, agreeably to the inclina-
tions of every dne. The floor is paved with a diverfity of colored
marbles, and adds much to the elegance of thefe rcccpfaé'leé of
tugury. The ceremony is pretty nearly the fame as in other parté
of Turkey; and having been often defcribed, there is no necd of
a repetition here. I will juft add, that the cuftom is not only
cleanly, but healthy to the laft degrec; and it is merely the fin-
moderate ufe of it that prevails here, which can occafion its being
condemned by the practitioners of phyfic.

SUNDAY, 2ift SEPTEMBER.

We were introduced to an * Englith gentleman this morning,
who is in the fervice of the bey. He commands the artillery, and
was on the expedition to Syria, in the year 1774, when Maho-
met Beg took the cities of Acra and Joppa. During the late dif-
putes he was ftationed in Cairo, and retired with the depoled
beys into the caftle. But this was only to fave appearances with
the beys, in whofe power he was. His heart inclined to Ifmaut
Beg; whom he joinéd on the retreat of his adverfaries. From
this' officer, as well as Mr. Baldwin, I gained the particulars
of the late revolution. It was quickly conceived, and as quickly
executed ; and appears to have been the refult of no great ind
trigues or difficulties. Sithple and unintereting as the evenr
may be held by the f’ufx;e&s of more ftable governments, sthé
relation of it may give rife to refleftions not unufeful, to com«
parifons not unfavorable to the reader.

At the' death of Mahomet Beg the' reins of power devolved to

Xx2z the

* This is mope than (u[ &cd to be #n unfortunate charalter, who was obhgcz
to quit his native country omc’years ago, ou the imputation' of a ¢rime of a dir
hue.
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the hands of four principal beys. Ibrabim Beg, Morad Beg,
Muftapha Beg, and Ifmaul Beg, were copartners in the empire
of Egypt. The bathaw, who is fent here by the Porté, has
no real influence in the councils. He has not ‘even a voice in
affairs of ftate; which he is content to leave to the manage-
ment of the beys, on condition of being paid the tribute
which the Porte exafts. Nay, the beys have fometimes car-
ried matters to fo high a pitch, that there is an inftance of
Mahomet Beg's refufing to fubmit to this tax, and denying the
fuperiority of the Porte. The flutuating ftate of the Turkifh go-
vernment, and the war in which it was then involved, prevented
its refenting the'infult. But weak as its arms may be, there is no
doubt of the ftrength of its politics in this quarter. This revo-
lution was certainly countenanced by the bathaw; and to him
Imaul Beg is partly indebted for his fuccefs, in expelling his
brethren from an adminiftration, in which they had praétifed
every fifcies of fraud and oppreflion.

Th¥ conteft fuddenly commenced about ‘the end of laft July.
Ifrnattl Beg marched a body of troops which he had fecretly col-
leCted, without the gates of Cairo; and fent a formal challenge
to his brother beys, to go out, and decide their differences in a
pitched battle. There was fomething fo gallant and open in this
proceeding of Ifmaul Beg, and his charatter was o far preferable
to that of his competitors, that he foon found himfelf at the head
of a greater numbegr of partizans, than the allied beys could
bring into the field. They m® him, however, with appa-
rent refolution, at the appointed place; and the two armies ap-
proached near enough together, for the commanders to revile
each other for their condu&, in the moft opprobiious terms. I{-
maul Beg firft gave the order for the charge, which was executed
fword in hand; though there were boats full of artillery, belong-
ing to each party, at hand, and the troops themfelves were fur-

nifhed
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nifhed with fire-arms. But a thirft of revenge, and an eagernefs for
blood, which mark the afpeét of a civil war, hurricd them beyond
refletion; and tempted the combatants to truft, as they did of
old, to the ftrength of their limbs. The confli® was fharp and
bloody ; “but was' determined in about a quarter of an hour, in
favor of Ifmaul Beg, who drove his opponents back into the
city. Muftapha Beg fled immediately to Upper Egypt ; but Ibra-
him Beg, and Morad Beg, took refuge in the caftle, which they
declared they would defend to the laft extremity.

Their fituation was ftrong, and matters for fome days had a
promifing appearance. They maintained a correfpondence in the
city, and flattered themfelves with {peedy relief from Muftapha
Beg. But this dawn of hope was quickly overcaft. Their mif-
condut compleated what their misfortune began. Jealoufies
arofe betWeen the chiefs, and entailed a fudden defeQtlion among
their adherents. In fhort, they found their numbers fo decreafed,
that they judged themfelves unfafe in their poft, and¥contrived
the means of efcape.” - They retreated at midnight to the Nile,
where they embarked unmolefted for Jirje, on boats that had
been prepared for them.

This efcape was accomplifhed, as fome thmk by the connivance
of 1fmaul Beg himfelf, who was glad, at any rate, to be rid of the
prefence of his rivals. But he had foon reafon to repent of this
ftep. In the courfe of 3 week, he found the fugitive beys were at
the head of a condiderable body of men, which they had raifed
upon the river. This force was ftrengthened by a flect of gglies,.
under the cammand of Muftapha Beg. To crufh this danger in
its infancy, 'Ifmaul Beg.fent: up a large armament to engage
them § “arid had the mortification. to fee it return, vanguithed and
difperfed... 'The-tide was now turned, and fuccefs feemed to de-
fert the banners of the victor. Flufhed with this critical advans

tage, Ibrahim Beg hotly purfued the troops of his adverfary; and
‘ thought
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In the evening we accompanied Mr, Baldwin to the houfe of a
Greek lady, who 1s married to a Frenchman. She isa native of
Scio, and, though the mother of feveral children, thill does credit
to the accounts of the beauties of that Hland. She has a daughter
abuut feventeen, in whom are renewed the charms of the parent.
Indegd there is no doubt but the Turks poffcfs the fine® women
in the world, whom their vicinity ta Greece gives them an oppore
tunity of procyring. The brother of this damfel is likely to go
in the fame fhip with us to Marfeilles, where they have a fifter
married : in which cafe, the fair ViGoria has given him an
unfailing recommendaticn to our notice.

MONDAY, 224 SerTEMBER,

We fallied forth this mogning in company with the comman-
dant of the artillery, who is kind enough te be aur guide in vi-
fiting the curiofities of Cairo. As no Chriftian, without the
fanttion of the bey, is allowed to ride an horfe here, we were conn.
tent to mount that humble animal, the afs, in order to be con.
veyed to the places which we propofed to examine. To obtain
that fan¢tion, the fon of a nobleman of the firft rank and family:
in England, is fuppofed to have:made confidesable prefents to.
the bey, when he paffed through this city fome years ago: But
the confequence was, to protect him from the infults of the po-
pulace, there was a guard obliged to be placed about his horfe,.
when he ftirred abroad. The diftinftien, therefore, was deayly.
purchafed, on every accoupt. Ewesy thing grows familiar by
habit ; and Eurepeans think no more. of beftriding an afs here,
than they would of popping into. an hackney-coach in Paris or
Londén. Itis ﬂxc  common, meds of conveyance, . and affes are tor
be fotind i every ﬂ:reet for the accommodation of gentlemen-
who are alhamed to be feen on foot. We were not in this fecret
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on the morning of our arrival here, or we would not have fhunned
a feeming indignity to incur a profeffed one.

We puthed on our beafts through a nymber of extenfive ftreets,
in our way to the caftle, which ftands upen a‘folid rock nearly in
the center of the city. The ftreets are univerfally nartow, and
fo crouded with people, that we experienced no little difficulty in
getting along. But this difficulty was balanced by the coolnefs
which reigns in them. The narrow paffage draws a conftant fup-
ply of air; and the height of the houfes affords a fhade at noon
to the paflengers below. We were immediately fenfible of our ap-
proach to the caftle. The ground rifes pretty gradually, until
we got towards the top of the hill. Here it breaks off into an
abrupt fteep, and we difmounted and left our afles with their
owners, before we entered one of the pofterns of the caftle. The
fortifications of this placb are in a difmantled frate, though the
elevation of the hill is 4 fufifelent ftrength to -people determined
to defend themfelves, We paffed through many ftreets, which
are inhabited by the domeftics and depestdants of the bafhaw,
who ufusally takes up his quartéts in this fortrefs. We directed
our fteps to a building, which is feputed'to Be the hall where Jo-
féph gave audience 1o his brethren, when they came to purchafe
corn in Egypt. This hall is the ohly remaining part of a large
and magnificent edifice ; the' ruins of Which befpeak the wealth
and grandeur of its founider. * The hall is a fquare of about fixty
feet, the roof of which was'd dome, that was fupported by a
double row of granite pillars.”’ “The dome is fallen in; but the
pillars pronounce its former loftinels and magnitade, 'They are
each of 4 finigle flone, thirty feet high, and about twenty-fix inches
diameter. ‘There is a cotnice of ftone above them, which is in-
feribed with letters of gold, in fo oblolete a language, that we are
told no one is able to resd them,

We
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We went from hence to the council-chamber, where the bafhaw
and the beys meet, to deliberate on public affairs. The apait-
ment is of a vaft length, and ornamented with relics of mofaic
work, and pillars of porphyry. At the upper end there is a fe-
cluded feat for the bathaw, furrounded with green lattices. Here
he takes his poﬁ: in all the vanity of ftate, and has the mortifica-
tion of being privy to councils, in which he not only has no fhare,
but which frequently operate againft his intereft. There is a
rope ftill depending from a beam in this apartment, on which, it
is faid, a bey was once hung, during fome tumultuous difputes at
the council-board. There is nothing improbable in this ftory.
But it is not fo eafy to account, for their permitting this dif-
graceful inftrument of vielence to remain in fo confpicuous a
place. In an adjacent building they fhewed us fome arms of
great antiquity. Among thofe moft worthy of note, are fome
Roman battle-axes, and a bow of fuch thicknefs and lcngth,
as would require the flrength of a Patagonian to draw.

. We were now conduéted to Jofeph’s well. This is another,
work which bears the name of that Patriarch, and is, indced, an
aftonifhing monument of labor. It is fo deep, that a number of
oxen are conftantly employed, in raifing water for the accommo-
dation of the garrifon. There is a team above to raife the water
from a chamber below, fixty feet from the furfacc of the carth,
To this chamber you dgfcend, by a flight of fteps cut out of the
folid rock ; and here you find a fecond team of oxen to draw the
water to that level. The authenticity, however, of thefe wogks,
which boaft of fo early an origin, has been much doubted by latc
travellers. It would be prefumption in us to give a decifion from
a curfory view, on a matter which would require a difpaffionate
inveftigation.  Before we quitted the caftle, we afcended a
mount of earth, from whence we had an uninterrupted view of
the city. It appears from hence not half fo large as London

Yy does
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does from the top’ of St. Paul’s; but the extent of ‘the Nile,
which has fpread itfelf into a lake, as far as the eye can reach;
the clufter of iflands which crown the filver expanfe; and the
majcl’cy of the mountains which bound .the .fmiling f{cene,
give a noble variety to the profpet, which London,.with all
its opulence and grandeur, cannot afford. We went out of the
caftle through the principal gate, which faces the great market-
place. As we defcended to it, we pafled between the houfes,
where the fugitive beys remained, when they fhut themfelves up
in the caftle.

We found our affes at the gate, where thay had been brought
by the diretion of our conduétor. Qn our return home we
made a circuit of the city, and had an opportunity of being ap-
prized of our want of confequence in this place. We met with
onc of the meffengers of death, who delivers the fatal mandate
to the Tubjeét, who has become obnoxious to the bey. Heis an
officer of the firft rank, and is diftinguifhed by a cap like a fugar-
loaf, at the fight of which every Chriftian is obliged to difmount
his afs ¥. We followed the example of our conduttor; and as we
alighted near the palace of Morad Beg, he took us in to fee it.
We entered a fpacious court-yard, and found a fquare building
with four handfome faces; but could not get in to fee it, on
account of the female fide being inhabited. The women of the
bey fill refide here, although he will probably be in exile all his
life. But fuch refpe& do the Turks pay to the chara@ers of
.wormen, that there is no dapger of their being molefted ei-
ther in perfon or property, however adtive the parc their rela-
tions, or even hutbands, may take in a tmxe of trouble. We had
a teftimony of this refpeét as we left thab:ys palace, No lefs,
than thirty women were returning tb it, mounted on mules, and
attended by a guard of eunuchs. They were vailed from head

* The chiaux of the Janifaries likewile exatk this compliment from Chriftisns.
2 to
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to foot, and we are told, that no lefs a punithment than death
would be the portion of any one, who would prefume 10 remove
that curtain. We arrived at Mr. Baldwin’s about noon, vaiv
well pleafed with our morning’s excurfion, and not at all diffatif-
fied with the fpirit and paces of our affes.

In the evening we walked with Mr. Baldwin in a garden be-
longing to fome Francifcan friars. It is neatly laid out in walks,
and is an evening rendezvous for the Europeans of this city.
We were here joined by a French nobleman, who is faid to be
under a temporary banifhment from the court of France, He is
a man of polite addrefs, and pafles for a proficient in the polite
arts. We had a very agreeable {pecimen of his kil in mufic,
as we adjourned to the French factory, to be prefent at a concert
in which he led the firft violin, with uncommon taftc and exccu-
tion. Mr. Baldwin bears a part at thefe little meetings, which arc
an admirable relief to a mind engaged in bufinefs.

SATURDAY, 23d SepTEMBER.

Our departure is fixed for to-morrow evening; fo that our ftay
in this capital will be but fhort. We would willingly have de-
dicated .another week to fo celebrated a fcene; but our bufines
interferes with our pleafures. It is’ with double regret that we
now look back to the tirfte which we loft at Ghinnah, and which
might have been fo profitably fpent in the city and environs of
Cairo.

Our Arabs came this day to take leave of us. As foon as we
could obtain money for our bills on London, we had difcharged
our notes of Hand to Hadgee Uttalah, and given him the pro-
mifed drefs, befides a gratuity to himfelf and to all the camel-
people according to their rank, for their care and honefty in
bringing us fafely here. . We thould not have omitted the cap-
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tain of the robbers, among the number of thofe who demanded
our scknowiedgments, could we have promifed ourfelves the
certainty of any token of ours reaching his hand. But our
principal concern was to fhew our gratitude to the Shaik Ul
Arab, to whofe friendfhip we owed more than we cowld pef-
fibly repay. We could not err in fuppofing, that a proof of our
remembrance would make a greater impreflion at fuch a diftance,
however trivial it might be, than a valuable confideration would
have done at Ghinnah. He there had it in his power to reject
our offerings ; but ere this came to his pofieffion we fhould have
quitted the country. We could only confult the genius of the
piople, to rendef a {light prefent acceptable; though we did our
vencrable friend the juftice to believe, that the intention of the
prefent would be its chief recommendation in his eyes. A Tur-
key caspet for the ufe of his feraglic, anda piece of purple broad
cloth with fattin facings, for a veft for himfelf, were what we
put up on this occafion. To thefe Mr. Baldwin added fome jars
of French fruits and Italian fweetmeats, aiid other rarities of this
kind, which he judged would be agrecable to the ladies of the
feraglio. 'We delivered thele things into the charge of Hadgee
Uttalah, with acomphmcntary letter from Mr. Baldwin, and an-
other from ourfelves. Mr. Baldwin's letter was conceived in
general terms. He fpoke of the generofity, with which the
fhails had behaved towards fome of the fubjedts of the king of
Great Britain, and he extolled the mexit of the allion. He
thatked him, in the king’s name, for this inftance of his good-
will, and begged leave to cultivate the correfpondance which had
for accidentally arifen between them, A cornefpandence, be added,
which had commenced in a manner fo much to the honour of
the fhaik, aud which could not fil to extend his reputation to
the temoteft corners of the Britith dominions, Oy letter, per-
haps, was lefs courtly, though not lefs fincere, We recapitulated

the



{ 349 1

the favors which we had received from the (haik. We hinted at
the defperate fituation in which his vigilance had difcoveied'us, and
compared it with our prefent happy circumftances. The change
we afcribed enfirely to his humanity. We lamented our inability
to tranfmit him A more liberal token of our gratitude, and en-
treated him to confider the tender which we had prefumed to make,
with his wonted candor and benevolence. Finally, we acknow-
ledged the fidelity of the camel-drivers, who had enabled us to
comply with his laft injunétions, and to call the world to witnefs,
that our high fenfe of his favors would only ceafe to exift -with
our lives.

Thefe letrers were rendered into Arabic by Mr. Baldwin’s inter-
preter. bufficient praife cannot be given to that gentleman for
the intereft which he took in this affair. Our tribute, fuch as it
was, has ah:eady been paid him. It remains only for his employers
to do jufticeto the fpirit with which he fupported their credit,
and that of the Englith nation. At parting he prefented Hadgee

*Uttalah with a pipe of fome value ; and we had the pleafure to fee
him and his companions depart, not lefs fatisfied with our bounty
towards themdelves, than furprized at our remembrance of their
abfent mafter.

It may not, . perhaps, be thought impertinent to remark, that
the report of thefe Arabs will be of no differvice to the Company,
fhould they adopt the idea of having their packets forwarded from
India, by the way of Cofire and Ghinnah. The port of Cofire is
open at all feafons of the year, while that of Suez is thut up by
the northerly winds no lefs than eight months out of twelve, A
fact which I have endeavoured toeftablith in a former part of this
work.

Amid thefe agreeable tranfaltions, we encountered one of a dif-
forent nat After the repeated inftances which Abdul Ruffar
hadaﬁ‘atdn}\u of By honelly, it appeared that there were mo-
ments in which he was not proof to temptation. Ibrahim, ever

3 indolant
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indolent and fimple, had from time to time lent this fellow mo-
ney, and fince our arrival at Cairo the fum was confiderably in-
creafed, It was but yefterday noon that, we paid up Abdul Ruf-
{ar’s wages, at his own requeft; and at night he decamped in
Ibrahim’s debt.  This intelligence was juft now communicated to
us, and, from fome circumftances, it is probable that he is re-
turned to his native country. To diffipate Ibrahim’s chagrin, in
fome meafuie, we took this opportunity to difcharge our obliga-
tions to hin. We had advanced fome money to the captain on
his account, on our leaving the Adventure ; and we now prefented
him with fuch a gratuity as our finances would admit of. His
fervices weie beyond the common clafs, and were not to be re-
warded by any limited wages. Our good-will was only to be
bounded by our ability; and he obtained from us a purfe con-
taining an hundred venetians. We could have withed, indeed,
the fum had been doubled for his fake. But when itis confider-
cd, that he will work his paffage to India on the fhips of next
feafon, and that Mr. Baldwin has generoufly ‘offered him his table’
while he remains here, the fum may be carried to his family free
of all deduétions,.and will be no trivial addition to the for-
tune of an Indian. Notwithftanding this difcharge, Ibrahim
means to accornpany us to Al¢xandria, and to fee us embark for
Europe.

Among our other recreations here, we make a daily practice of
offering incenfe to a fair idol, who lives oppofite our houfe.” She
is a mixture of the Greek and French, as well in her origin as
her compofition, being as remarkable for vivacity and good-
humour in her temper, as for fymmetry and dlegance in her per-
fon. This young damfel quickly found out our arrival, and,
like other finging-birds fhut up in a cage, began to difplay heg
attraétions the moment the had caught our obfgrvatio;:. She ap-
pears at her window every morning and tvening, and either
awakes our attention with her guitar, or condefcends to reply to

our
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our addrefles, which are breathed to her acrofs a narrow ftreet.
She has an old mother, who feems to encourage the innocent
damfel in her coquetry; and I fear would prove but a treacherous
portrefs to the caftle, were fome lover, like Jupiter, daiing enough
to defcend to this ‘Danae in a fhower of gold. Theie are numbers
of captive nymphs in this city, who figh for liberty, and would
throw themfelves into the arms of any European who made ho-
nourable addreffes to them. Bred up in the circle of French fo-
ciety, and denied the fieedom which they hear the females enjoy
in France, they repine at their deftiny, and would chearfully leave
the manners, cuftoms, and country of Turkey behind them.

As we returned from the gardens of the convent this evening,
we met a gentleman near the French factory, who is to be our
fellow-paflenger to Marfeilles. It feems, that he is a man of eru-
dition anPafte ; was formerly fecretary to the embafly at Rome;
and is now on his return to France from a tour of Gredce and
Egypt. He was introduced to us by the name of Meillon, and
promifes to turn out'no inconfiderable acquifition to our focicty
during the voyage, and the term of our quarantine at Mar-
feilles.

WEDNESDAY, 24th SEPTEMBER.

We have been preparing ourfelves this morning to take leave of
this great city. Our ftay has not been cqual to our curiofity, but
perfedtly fuitable to our defigns, which are to get to England with
all poflible expedition. The packets with which we are charged
have doubtlefs reached London before us by duplicates; but we
have pfivate as well as public concerns; and it is time for us to
undeceive our friends, and to remove their apprehenfions for
our fafety.

Until the\arrival of Mr. Baldwin, about two ycars ago, the
Englith carried on no commerce in this city. Ile is full the
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only merchant of our nation here, and is agent to the company
for forwarding their packets to and from India. And, con-
fidered in itfelf, this is a point of no little importance to-that
political body. The advantage of quick -intelligence isno
fecret to a wife government. The paffage home is, indeed, as
yet precarious, by the difficult navigation of the gulph of Suez;
but the paffage out is fure and expeditious. There is an inftance,
not two months ago, of a Mr. Whitehill coming from London
to Cairo in a month. He was charged with the reftoration of
Lord Pigot to the government of Fort 5t. George; and it is fup-
pofed will get to that place in the fame period. A voyage, which
feldom is effetted by the Cape of Good Hope in double the
time !

The decay of the Englith trade in any quarter, is naturally
fuppofed to give vigor to the exertions of the French. *™They are
avowed rivals in wealth as well as power, and mutually rife on the
ruins of each other. But this rule will not.hold in refpect tothe
eommerce of Egypt. However flourithing the French traffic:
may be in other parts of the Levant, it is apparently here in a
confumptive ftate.. No other fymptom of this is neceffary to be
produced, than the reduétion of their eftablithments. The con-
fulthip of Cairo has been ftruck off as a fruitlefs expence, by a
recent order from France; and it is obferved, that a fpirit of dif-
fipation and gaming has crept in among. the merchants, which
was unknown in bufy times, and is wholly incompatible with
theinfituation, A decline of this nature will give feope to the
induftry of the Venctians and other ftates of Italy, who have
faltories here, and cut no inconfiderable figures in the commer-
cial feale.

At noon we fent down our baggage to the boat, which we had
agreed for to take us as famas Rofetto. We paid but fixteen dol-
lars for the hire of this boat, and, with the affifiairceaf Mr. Bald-
win's fervants, laid up fome cold provifion for the paffage. The
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maskets of Cairo are plentifully fupplied with a variety of articles,
at reafonable rates. Flefh, fowl, and fifh, are daily expofed for fale ;
and are ferved up in great perfeftion at Mr. Baldwin’s table,
which amply fupports the charader of Englith hofpitality.

At five o'clock Wt were joined by Monfieur Meillon, and
having once more arrayed ourfelves in our Turkith habits, we
mounted our affes and proceeded to Bulac. Bulac is the port of
Cairo, where every one is obliged to embark, in order to have his
goods paffed at the cuftom-houfe. Mr. Baldwin was fo obliging
as to accompany us thither, to fee us on board the boat. We had
two miles to go, and in the way, obtained the fight of a part of
the city which was new to us; and which every-where difplays a
face of magnificence, we little expetted to find in Egypt. We went
through a fquare that isoneof the fineft Iever beheld, both in refpeét
to its extemrpand the loftinefs of the buildings which {urroundit. I
fpeak within bounds when I pronounce it to be nearly two n¥iles in
circumference ; and at this time the area exhibits a beautiful fheet
of water, covered with gay boats of all denominations. When th
Nile retires within his banks again, the beauty of this fquare wflll
not be loft; as the bed of the prefent canal will wear a drpff of
the livelieft verdure, during the other months of the yegd, We
reached Bulac about fix o’clock, and getting our baggage paffed
without any delay, we went on board the boat, which we found
to be very large and conyenient. We are now, for the firft time
in our progrefs through Egypt, to be fheltered from the fun, and
to travel at our eafe, and in full fecurity from danger. Fromthe
fpagionfire(s and convenience of our vehicle, and the charms of
this .cefebrated river, we look for nothing but pleafure in this
voyage. Mr. Baldwin has been fo obliging as to fecure us a
reception at Rofetto and Alexandria, by furnithing us with
letters to his agetits therc; and in every refpeét, has anfwered
the expectatiang which we had formed from his character and
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ftation*, We parted with h:m at feven o'clock, when our
boat weighed and fell down with the tide. We have the cabbing
whony to ourfelves ; but fhe bas feveral paﬁkggm on “board,
befides us and our . fervwants, and a valuab!c CRAIPDX co_‘%e. Thc
wmd is right againf} us, noththﬁan' :
“ht the rate of three mrles an hour. . Juft hefore :
the pyramxds, which were in a direct line: -h;h;md us. The moun-
tainous ftature of thefe pyramids wag increafed by the fetting
ray, which had fallen behmd thenti, and cxhlbxted a fpeftacle at
once fublime and piurefque. The mght" ow fpread her cur-
tains round the world, and dnfbo{'ed wstorett. At m:dmght we
,' the v&ﬂage of Daranie, on tlxc Delta, where the Nile di-
w&es himfelf ; to,_two. branches, ‘which fall into the Mediterra-
man at. Rofetto and Damiat, near 100 mxles -afunder, and form
the Delta, one of the moft fertile iflands in: the Wworld. We
took the branch that runs to Roletto, and. cmmnued the whole
mgh’t to drop down with the current. ‘The wind abated towards
mémxng, and our courfe was confequently qwckcned The
r&?dex; is here prefented with the cousfe of the greater branches
ofthe Nile from Cairo to the Medmerrmcm, as a Tupplement to
thc ck:rt of its courfe through Upper- Egypt.

* | have learnt, with no little cmcem, that the ﬁmmlm of this (gentleman has
seen fome time paft very critical. - On zhc,p!unﬁcring of the carsvan, in the fum-
ner of 1799, betwoen Bues and Cairo, the government bound Mr.
awevent a retaliation on the pmaf the, Enghﬂs, and he was nb mose M " pn-
oner at large, until very Jately that he clfeGed bis efcape. 1 thin whinsier has
the trbaty of commmerce betwoon the. E.ngbﬁ wesy. Cairo, been
pmﬁw‘r&! %Mm ebe fonum d’ ahygmﬁamm

7 THURSDAY,
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with lofty mofques 'and the ruins of magnificent ftruétures,
they cut a very clegant appearance from the water. We were
provided with fome roafted fowls, an excellent pie, and fome
bottles of wine, to which we,paid our relpe@s with great appe-
tite. It is with difficulty that we can tear ourfelves fsom the
deck on any occafion, as the obje€ts around us are of a fafcinat-
ing natur¢. The towns now began to thicken on us again.
We ran by the villages of Nedfgili, Berim, and Feriftah, befides a
number of others which we pafled in mid-ftream, and which are
to be found in a map that Mr. Neiburh has given of the
gieat branches of the Nile. At five in the evening we went
under the town of Schahur, on the weftern bank, and opened 3
point of the river with a fine breeze. Innumerable are the {mall
and large craft which we have mgt in our run from Cairo, and
which convey to the traveller fome idea of the extetfive com-
merce pf Egypt. The exports, however, are chiefly confined
to the articles of life, and her corn is diftributed to the different
ports of the Mediterrancan and the Red-fea, This is the coin.
in which fhe pays for the coffee of Arabia, and the cottan and
filk’\of Perfia: and, inftead of laying illegal impofts on the mer-
chant, had fhe but wifdom enough to trade upon her own bot-
toms, without fuffering foreign nations to engrofs the freight
of her commoditics, there is no doubt that her gains would

exceed thofe of every other country. , *
Thé wind died away towards fun-fet, which induced our crew

to man a pinnace, which has'begp hitherto a-ftemn, to tow us
‘down the ftream. This is of great affiftance to us, and we hope
-will enfure our arrival at Rofétto in the morning. ‘We have put
fome paffengers athore at feveral plases which we have paffed,
but fhall carry the principal parg %)f gf:qup to Rofetto. J]‘hqfe
palfengers are lodged under an awnjng, which extends from the
cabbin to the mainmaft, and is, capable of coptairing twenty

2 people.
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people. Among them is a poor boy, who loft his father in the
late troubles at Cairo. He has a good appearance, and told hi,
tragic ftory fo pathetically, that we were moved to compaffion,
and made a colleftipon among us, to enable him to return to his
family, vho are‘at Conftantinoplé.

The night is ferene and unclouded, but we have no light fave
what the ftars afford. It is a lucky circumftance, perhaps, for
our bodies, that our minds are difengaged from the profpelts
around, and that there is no moon to tempt us to walte thofe
hours upon deck, which fhould be dedicated to fleep. We con-
tinued to fall down flowly during the night.

FRIDAY, 26th SEPTEMBER.

We Had the pleafure, at day-break, to find ourfelves near the
city of Fue, on the Delta. This city 1s in the latitude’of 31°
10’ north, and within,_ thirty miles of Rofetto. It is ftill of a

- confiderable extent, ‘and affords an infinity of lofty minarets to
the paflfenger’s view, whofe tops were now gilded with the morning
ray. Confidering the want of wind, our progrefs has not been
tardy. The country en each fide of us is ftill a garden, and
exhibits an agresable variety of fruit-trees and corn-fields, opu-
lent towns and fequeftered villages. Now and then we meet
with fmall iflands, more verdant than the infant buds of fpring.
At feven o'clock we. paffed betwgen the towns of Deirut and
Digjedie, in the former of which there is one of the moft beau-
tiful, mofques in Egypt. We have found no increafe in the
breadth.of the Nile fince we left Cairo; nor is this fo much to
be wondered at, if we confider the great depth of the channel,
angd the, multitude of canals which every where divert his waters,
We pafied.in the night the grand canal which fupplies Alexan-
dria with water,.and js faid to be the work of Alexander. It be-
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sins nearly oppofite the town of Mehallet Malik, on the Delta;
and while it was open for boats, fhortened the diftance one third, .
m the voyage we are engaged in. But it would have been a
pity to have robbed us of any of the charms of this river, We
were ftill feafting luxurioufly on the profpe& .before us, when.
we came within fight of the city of Rofetto, which is known
at a diftance, by the ruins of an antient tower on an hill to the
fouthward of the place. We ran under a mofque fituated on an
ifland ; and at one o'clock, anchored before the city. We went
athore immediately, and waited on Monfieur Teflier, a French
merchant of this place, to whom Mr. Baldwin was fo kind as
to furnifh us with a letter. We were received very politely by
this gentleman, who made us a tender of his houfe during our
fhort ftay. Monficur Meillon, our fellow-traveller, took up
his quarters with the French conful, who is but neW®ly amvcd
here.

Rofetto, or Rafchid, is fituated in 31 23/ north latitude, on
the weftern bank of the Nile, and is reckoned one of the -
prettieft and compateft cities in Egypt. It is the next to
Cairo for commerce, if we except Alexandria, and exceeds
them both in the falubrity of its air, and the beauty of its fitua-
tion. The Nile runs in its front, and the fpa lies within ten
miles of its rear, from whence it is conftuntly refrefhed with
cooling breezes. The country about it is,a continued plantation
of lemon, citron, and orange~tregs. We walked out in the even-
ing to furvey the city and its guvicops. The firects are mgmr,
and the buildings in general neat and lofty. -We prefently quit-
ted the town, and were, in.a manoer, bumd amang fragrant
groves, where the fun's burning rays never inttude themfelves.
The walks were firewed with the blofloms of the, trees, whofe
boughs were at the fame time loaded with golden fruit. In this
happy clime the feafons are joyoully blended together ; -andthe
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traveller, in thefe retreats, might think himfelf tranfported to the
regions of fancy *. Here peace and plenty reign. T he noife and
hurry of a city are not parceivable in this peninfula, which was not
the leaft diftarbed by the late revolution in the ftate, though at fo
fhort a diftance frorh the capital. But this may be partly owing
to the nature of the Turkifh cuftoms. The changes in the go-
vernment do not affett the fubject; nor the evils of public dif-
putes extend beyond thofe who choofe to take a part in them.

On our return home we pafled the French factory, which is a
fpacious edifice, and difplays a very handfome front to the river.
There is a wharf before it of near a mile in length, which affords
a pleafant walk to the inhabitants. On the rorth fide of this
wharf ftands the houfe of the late Mr. Wortley Montague, who
was fo celebrated for his wit and curiofity, and his extraordinary
attachmént to Mahometan countries; but, perhaps, not lefs 1c-
markable for being the fon of the ingenious lady Mary'of the
fame name. He refided here mere than three years; and his lofs
s ftill regretted by Monfieur Teffier, and the gentlemen of Ro-
fetto.

We fupped and flept at the French merchant's, whoft complai-
{fance extended to the procuring us places in a paffage-boat, that
fails before day-break for Alexandria. We have been obliged to
prefer this mode to the ufual route by land, which we are aflurcd
has been infefted by wild Arabs, ever fince the commencement of
the late troubles. We fhall be no lofers by the change, as thc
country between Rofetto and Alexandrxa, is little better than & de-
fart ; and we fhall now have an opportunity of cxamxmng one of
the mouaths of the Nile. 'This mouth, it feems, is fo choaked up
with a bar of fand, as to render it impaffable to any veffel that
draws more than nine feet water. The mouth of the eaftern

® Well did they deferve to be the favonte refidence of the beautiful Cleopatra !
branch



[ 360 ]

branch is more eafy of accefs. Foteign veffels come up almoft to
Damiat ; .and we underftand the Turkifh frigate pafled that way
to Cairo. But fhe was obliged to be lightened for that purpofe ;
and it is only during the inundation of the Nﬂe, that veffels of
fuch a conftruétion can enter this river, which is navigable for
near a thoufand miles, and, were this defect cured, might exhibit
thips of various nations in the heart of Egypt.

SATURDAY, 27th }ePTEMBER.

We embarked at four o'clock this ‘morning on the boat, to
which our baggage and fervants had been fhifted the preceding
evening. It was a veflel of a different built and conventency, to
the one we had 1éft. It was not very unlike the bark in which
we were fo long toffed about the Red-fea, fave that we were now
ptovxdéd with a good awning to fhelter us from the fun, in con-
fideration of a piece of gold which each of us gave for himfelf and
‘fervants. There were no paflengers befid¢s us; and her cargo*
was not very confiderable. We weighed anchor, in company with
thirty fail of the fame craft, and fell down gently with the tide.
About fun-rife we found purfelves oppofite an old caftle on the
peninfula, which appears to have been originally built for the de-
fence of the river. We crofled the fiream here, and anchored at
the village of Arbut on the Delta, whete we were obliged to wait
for a wind, to run us over the bar. Here we found the remains of
‘a battery, which had been raifed to anfwer the caftle' on the op-
pofite fhore ; and it feems almoft impraéticable for any hofife
veflels that can enter this river, tothave pafied between them. We
found feveral brafs cannon feattered up and down the beach, of
very antient confiruftion; butthe lmmaf them is too narrow to
‘engage with the artillery of the prefeat times.  Arbut is the laft
town o the Nile, and the country about itaffords fiftle ef than

date-
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date-trees, under the thade of which we rambled about during our
Ray here.

At ten o’clock a breeze of wind fpringing up, we repaired aboard,
hoifted our fails, and ftood for the bar. The river increafed all
at once jn its breadth ; the ftream began to be confiderably agi-
tated ; and we had approached within a mile of the bar, when the
wind perverfely came ahead, and obliged the whole flect to run
under the fhore of Delta.  The land here has quite loft its fertile
appearance. No more the earth fmiles with the plenteous haiveft ;
no more the embowering fhades half conceal the ruftic hamler.
The ground is thinly covered with bruth-wood, while the fhore
of the peninfula iseinterrupted with frequent hillocks of fand.
While we were kept here, our fervants dreffed us fome pigeons,
which we had procured at Arbut; and the eating of our dinner
helped ug to pafs away the vexatious moments of delay.

More veflels now joined us from Rofetto. This was the part
in which the difficulty of our voyage wholly lay. If the wind

_continued as it was, we might remain here for a day; and, for
our confolation, we were told of boats that had experienced worfe
luck. The profpet was not the moft flattering, and we were
about to wifh ourfelves on the road over the defart to Alexandria,
notwithftanding the perils which awaited it, when the wind lucki-
ly veered to the eaftward of north, and permitted us to lay up well
to our point. We immediately availed ourfelves of it, and thir-
ty-five fail of us ftood for the dogage or bar, which we reached
about one o’clock. Thereis a boat conftantly at anchor in mid-
channel, to dire€t others through this hazardous place. The waves
ran pretty high, and it was our fortune to ftrike the bank three or
four times fucceflively, in performing this paflage. The fhocks
were very fmart; but as our boat was light, and the wind fair,
we were threatened with no abfolute danger, Though the galg
began to frethen. and we were obliged to tack twice to fetchr the

3 A channel,



[ 362 ]

channel, we got clear of the dogage in about ten minutes. This
was no trifling picce of good luck, if it be confidered, that veflels
are fometimes fix or feven hours beating over this bar, and obli-
ged to unlade their cargoes into the pilot-boat, in order to lighten
themfelves. Had we been coming into the river.at this time, the
accident would, in all probability, have been of a ferious naturé.
The conteft between the wind and the current, which fet us out
fo faft, muft be always very violent, and occafion a fea, which
would incvitably ftave any veffel, that is unfortunate enough to
ftrike the bottom. ‘

The Mediterranean-fea was now before us. The goal to which
our earncft looks had been fo long turned, was now happily at-
tained, and we hoped foon to refpxrc freely after a courfe, run
with peril, and won with labor. Like the fteed who approaches
his forfaken paftures, we fnuffed in imagination our ngtive air,
and evgry pulfe beat quicker with the thoughts of home. The
Nile throws himfclf with fuch an impetuofity into this fea, that
Neptune feems to fhrink before his might'at this feafon. For a
'lcaguc and more from the bar, the water retains its chryftal hue
and freth quality, of which we convinced ourfelves by an expe-
riment. We now ftood to the fouth-weft, in company with the
whole fleet. 'The fta was fmooth, and the light barks glibly
fkimmed the furface. At two o'clock we began to open a bay
to our left, which forms the peninfula where Canopus once ftood,
and behind which we faintly difcerned the’groves of Rofetto. The
waves now were confiderably raifed, and our veffel’s motion en-
creafed.  But the wind continued fair, and we ran brifkly by a
fandy, but not a defart coaft. Date-trees rear their heads behjnd
thg fteepy beach, and many of the eminences are crowned with
the auguft ruins of ancient caftles. At five in the evening we
found ourfelves oppofite to the town of Vickerie, where theie is a
large caftle in good repair, and a light-houfe for the dire(tion of
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mariners. Here a garrifon is vonftantly maintained for the de-
fence of the coaft, which is fometimes infulted by Gicek corfairs,
and the gallies of Malta., This is a confiderable head-land, and
there are feveral fmall iflands lying off it. We once more got in
with the'land, and fmoothed our water very effeCtually. We de-
feried feveral fail to the northward, and made the hull of a large
three-mafted veflel. We were the beft failor in the fleet, and got
fo much ahead, that at fun~fet, our people could diftinguith the
point behind which Alexandria ftands. 'The coaft here is very
low, and offers nothing pleafing to the eyc. At eight o’clock we
could fee the lights in the haibor. The night was dark, and we
loft the opportunity of beholding the city from this point of view.
At nine we anchoted within fifty yards of the fhore, and fent
Ibrahim afhore with Monfieur Meillon, to find out the gentleman
to whon! we are reccommended by Mr. Baldwin. We were pie-
paling to take up our lodging in the boat for the night,* when,
jult before ten o’clock, Ibrahim retuined with Signior Brandi
*himfelf, who politely*came for us at that late hour. We left our-
fervants on board with our baggage, and accompanied that gen-
tleman to an hore/, which has been lately fet up for the recep-
tion of ftrangers. Here we fupped comfortably, and enjoyed a
found repofe after our tedious paflage from Rofetto.

SUNDAY, 28th SEpTCLMBER.

‘We rofe betimes this morning, and fent for our baggage, and,
fervants. The houfe we are in is roomy and conventent ; and was
originally the Englifh fattory, when we had a conful here. Ow
hoft is a mafter taylor, and feems to be an inoffenfive Italian. His
wife is a Greek woman from Smyrna, talks French and Italian,
and promifes to render our fituation eafy during our ftay here.
We are to pay two dqllars per diem each, for our bed and board; a
price, indecd, rather extravagant, but fettled i the beft manner
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by Mi. Baldwin's agent, for the convenience of Englifh tra-
vellers,

We walked out after breakfaft, to take a view of the antient
port and city of Alexandria. We were attended by a Janizary in
the Englifh pay, whom it is neceffary to have, hoth as a guide and
a protector from the infults of the vulgar. Agreeably to the cuf-
toms of this place, we had refumed the Europcan drefs, difcarded
our whifkers, and once more locked and moved with freedom and
cafe. We went direftly to the fea-fide, to examine the Turkifh
haven, which lies to the weftward of the pharos, and is perfetly
fccurc for {hipping when it blows a gale of wind. But this haven
is facred to the 1'urks, who are unfeeling enough to forbid Chrif-
tian veflels taking refuge in it, even when it is impoflible for
them to remain in fafety in the common harbor. The melancholy
confequences of this reftriCtion have appeared more than once.
Particularly in the year 1767, when forty veflels of different na-
tions foundered, or ran afhore in the common harbor, duringa
. violent ftorm from the north-caft quarter.. -But in fpite of this
ordinance, Chriftian veflels will prefume at times to peep into this
port; and it is not a fortnight fince a Maltefe privateer chafed a
Turkifh fhip of much fuperior force under the very battery of the
pharos, and gave her a parting broadfide as fhe ran into the road.
A Turkith man of war of fixty guns was then at anchor here,
and, either through want of alertnefs or, refolution, did not at-
tempt to revenge the infult. This man of war is ftill here, and
therg are feveral frigates on this ftation for the proteftion of the
trade.

We now went into the dock-yard, to fes a vory bad {pecimen of
their &ill in (hip-building. Here we pereerved a party of females
@anding on the beach, ready to be embarked in a boat for Caira.
.They proved to be Greek flaves, juft brought from the Archipe-
lago, and going as a prefeat o the bey of Caivo.. This informa-
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tion we obtained from our Janizary, who, at our requeft, entered
into converfation with their guard. The poor creatures feemed
infenfible of their fituatjon, which, in fome meafure, fuppreficd
the emotions w¢ underwent at the firft knowledge of their deftiny.
They tutned towards'us as we approached them ; and in fpite of
their vails we could perceive, by their fine eyes, and their admir-
able forms, that they were objects unfit to be fecluded from the
fight of the world. This fudden motion, and the involuntary fur-
prize which they betrayed at the novelty of our habit, awakened
the jealoufy of their keepers, who immediately hurried them into
the boat that was waiting for them. The price of fuch girls is
from four hundred to a thoufand zechins; and their value is en-
hanced, as much in proportion to their qualifications, as the
beauties they poflefs. ‘To what a ftate of degeneracy is the world
fallen, when wit, accomplithments, and beauty, are put up to fale
among the female tribe, in-the fame manner as ftrength aid me-
chanic f{kill in the negroes of Africa! The latter branch of com-
‘merce is indeed an intpeachment on humanity ; but the former is-
a difgrace to the nature and tendency of the finer paffions.
Alexandria, or Scanderie as the Turks call ,it, lies in the la-
titude of 31° 11/ north, on a rifing ground, which defcends with
an cafy flope towards the fea, and defcribes a femicircle, with the
caftle on the eaftern, and the pharos on the weftern point. In
this bay the foreign thipping lay, and range themfclves abreaft of
the pier which joins the pharos to the continent, according to
their arrival. This ftation they chufe on account of its greater.
fecurity, as the pier breaks the force of the fea, which tumbles in
from the eaftward. The fea walhes the walls of the houfes, and
thie refrething breezes which come from it, contributz much to the
heslthinefs of the place. The prefent city feems to ftand in one
quarter of the old, and does not take up one eighth pait of the
ground, which may be afcertained by the antient walls that fill
7 remain.
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remain. It is reckoned to-contain thirty thoufand inhabitants of
all nations ; and a greater medley were never yet affembled toge-
ther. Gain is the lure which draws them to this martg the
wafters of which are the only people who derjve no folid advan-
tage from the conne@ion.

I could dwell with pleafure on the minute antiquities of this
well-known fpot, were they not already defcribed with fuch pre-
cifion and elegance, in a work lately publithed; as to leave a
future travceller little to fay that can be new, and lefs that he
can hope will equal the manner of fo agreeable an author.
This work was originally printed in German, and has fince been
tranflated iuto Erench, and is the produétion of Mr. Niebuhr,
who made the tour of Lower Egypt and Arabia, by the command
of his Danifh Majefty. I mean to touch, however, on the moft re-
markable objects of our refearch ; as to obferve a profound filence
on fo gurious a theme, would be an infult on the tafte and learn-
ing of the reader.

We dined in company with a genteel yaung Swifs, who is on.
his way to India, He isto embark on the firft boat for Cairo,
where he means to take his paffage on onr fhipping. It was with
no fmall fatisfaction that we replied to his queries of a journey fo
new to him, and of a country in which we had {pent fo many
years. He was rather mortificd, however, when he underftood
there were none of our veflels at Suez, nor after their arrival,
that would fail for India before the next fummer.

MONDAY, 2gth SepTEMBER.

We were introduced to-day by Signior Brandi to the French
conful. He appears to be a well-bred fenfible man, and is well
fpoken of by our companion Monfieur Meillon, who takes up his
lodgings at the French faltory. He is but lately arrived here,

and
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and has his curiofity to fatisfy as much as we. We accompa-
nied him in a walk to fome of the adjacent ruins. e paffed by
the Venetian fatory, which ftands next to the French. This is
a very handfome building, and makes a much greater fhow tha.
any of the foreign faftories. Our road lay over a fandy plain,
where feveral granite pillars of a prodigious length, arc featteicd
up and down. They feem to have been brought here with an
intention of being ufed, which has been afterwards given up.
When we had croffed this plain, we went under an arched
gateway, which, perhaps, marked one of the divifions of the
antient city. To the fouth of itlies a lofty tower in a ruinous
condition. It is furrounded by an high wall, and within, there
is a grove of date-trees.  Here the antiquities commence.

With what concern muft the informed {pectator view the remains
of fo celehrated a place ! With what regret muft he look back on its
former beauty and pride, and draw a comparifon with its prefent
poverty and decline ! I hope it will not be confidered as a piece of
gffeQation in any one to declare, that he cannot behold fuch fights
as thefe with an even mind. The deftruction of renowned cities
1s a baneful profpect to the eyc; and the fufc:cptible breaft 1s
filled with the fame fenfations in contemplating their decay, as
touch it at the appearance of a vencrable charatter in diftrefs,
whom it is beyond the ability of man to relicve.  We foon came
to an antient temple, a part of which is ftill habitablc, and has
been long appropriated to the fervice of Mahomet. On this ac-
count, we found fome difficulty to obtain admittance. But the
key was at length procured by our Janizary, and we were fhewn
into the neglected quarter. This is a fquare of very large dia-
meter, which is furrounded with triple rows of granite pillars
of the Corinthian order. Thefe pillars are lofty, and fupport a
roof which is ftill in a good ftate of prefervation.

The infide of the walls of.this temple is inlaid with tables of
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marble of various colors, which, for their richmefs and wovelty,
cannot but engage the admiration of a ftranger. In the ares of
the fquarc is a ftone ciftern of very antique mould. It is in-
feribed on all fides with hieroglyphics, and frem a rail which
enclofed it, appears to have ferved fot fotne religious purpofe.

From hence we walked through a field of antiquities to a
convent, which maintains four Francifcan friars. The building
is fimple, and fuited to the charaler of its founders. Here we
found about an acre of ground, very neatly difpofed of. The
foi] was naturally fterile, but by the induftry of thefe holy fa-
thers, produces vegetables in great abundance. They have a
vineyard in fome forwardnefs; and with no fmall labor and
perfeverance, have {unk a refervoir to fupply the garden with
water, which is conveyed thither from a neighboring aqueduét.
Thefe innocent creatures were diverting themfelves at nine-pins,
and darried a content in their looks, which feemed to fet the
cares and the vanities of the world equally at defiance. The
evening was advanced, and we returned towards the city. Inthe
way we were overtaken by a thewer of rain. This was fuch a
novelty to us, who had not {feen rain for fix months paft, that
we enjoyed it in the higheft degree; and were the only perfons
in company, who would not have difpenfed with getting wet to
the fkin.

The {hower was flight, however, and, we arrived at the Frenth
factory without any damage, The conful now introduced us
to his lady, who is a pretty Horightly woman. We readily com-
phied with an invitation from her to play at cards, and fpend
the evening in her company. It was thany months fince we
had feen a female, whofe drefs amd ryanvers refembled thofe of
our own countrywomen. She appéars not to have any great
relith for her fituation, which, to one of her vivacity, muft be
dull enough. Indeed, the difpofition of the peopichhe is among,

may
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may have occafioned her difguf} to this country. The French
conful loft his life here from a barbarous principle of revenge,
about, eighteen months ago; and her hufband was appointed
to fucceed him, This would be a fufficient motive for a wo-
man’s fears, The paxtlculars of this tragical ftory I will relate
héreafter.

TUESDAY, 3oth SEpTEMBER.

We breakfafted this mom?&' on board the French fhip, which
Mr. Baldwin had recommended to us for a paffageto Fiance.
She is called the Cleopatra, and is a new, pretty, and commodious
veflel.  We have agreed with the Captain, Monfieur Calvi, to
give him 133 crowns each for our paflage, which is indeed a
large fung in thefe feas. But the gentlemen from India are al-
ways confidered as monied men, and are taxed.accordingly,
whether they travel this way for pleafure, or are charged with
buﬁnefs of a pubhc ndture. We find, however, that we fhall
be accommodated in the moft elegant manner; and we muft
do Captain Calvi the juftice to fay, that he ftated his intentions
of providing us with a plentiful table, and fubmitted the price to
our generofity. On our return from the Cleopatra, we pafled
under the fterns of feveral merchantmen of different nations.
There were but two Englifh veflels in the number, one of which
is freighted by Mr. Baldivin for Conftantinople.

In the afteinoon a large party of us fallied out to take a view
of Pompey's pillar, the theme of the prefent age, and the admira-
tion of paft times | Befides my companions and myfclf we were
Jomed by the two Englifh commanders of the fhips in the har-
bour, and by Monfigur Meillon, and fome young gentlemen of
the French faory, We mounted the firft affes that prefented
therofeives Mor hire. and, attended by our Janizary, took the
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courfe we purfued yefterday. We left the convent on our right,
and prefently came among broken arches and long pavements,
which are the remains of an aqueduct. Several towers reared up
their difmantled heads on each fide of us, whofe-appearance pro.
nounces them to have been pofts of great importance and.frength.
A number of ftately pillars next engaged our attention. They
are placed in two parallel lines, and feem to have, formerly fup-
ported fome magnificent portico. The pillars are of granite, or
Thebaic marble, and about thirty feet high of a fingle ftone; and
we counted no lefs than thirty of them ftill ftanding. But how-
evel choice thefe columns might be in any other place, they were
but foils to the pillar which now appeared before us. We had
been buried amid the ruins and the hills of fand, which the winds
have thrown up, when, leaving the city by the gate of Rofetto,
we came unexpectedly upon the pillar. It is impoflible to tell
which is moft worthy of admiration, the height, the workman-
fhip, or the condition of this piflar. By the beft accounts we can
obtain, it is an hundred and ten feet high. The fhaft, which is of a
fingle ftone of granite, is ninety feet, and the pedeftal is twenty
more, It is of the Corinthian order, which gives a beautiful dig-
nity to its fimplicity, rarely to be met with in modern architec-
ture. It has foffered little or no injury from time. The polifh
upon the fhaft has wonderfully withftood the buffeting- of the
tempeft ; and it promifes to hand down a patriot name to the late
pofterity of the ignorant native, who has no other trace of the fame
of Pompey! The pedeftal has been fomewhiat damaged by the in-
ftruments of travellers, who are curious to poffefe a relic of this
antiquity ; and one of the volutes of the coliymn was immaturely
brought down about four years ago, By a-prank of fome Englifh
captain, which is too ludicrous to pafs over.

Thefe jolly fons of Neptune had been puthing abont the can
on board onte of the fhips in the harbor, uitil a.firange freak en-
tered
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tered into one of their brains. + The eccentricity of the thought
occafioned it immediately to be adopted ; and its apparent impof
fibility was but a fpur for the putting it into execution. The
boat was ordered, and with proper implements for the attempt,
thefe enterprizing heroes pufhed afhore, to drink a bowl of punch
on the top of Pompey’s pillar! At the fpot they arrived; and
many contrivances were propofed to accomplith the defired point.
But their labor was vain; and they began to defpair of fuccefs,
when the genius who ftruck out the frolic, happily fuggefted the
means of performing it. A man was difpatched to the city for a
paper kite. The inhabitants were by this time apprized of what
was going forward, and flocked in crouds to be witneffes of the
addrefs and boldnefs of the Englith. The governor of Alexandria
was told that thefe feamen were about to pull down Pompey’s
pillar. But whether he gave them credit for their refpect to the
Roman warrior, or to the Turkifh government, he left thém to
themfelves, and politely anfwered, that the Englifh were too great
patriots to injure f}w?remams of Pompey. He knew little, how-
ever, of the difpofition of the people who were engaged in this
undertaking. Had the Turkifh empire rofe in oppofition, it
would not, perhaps, at that moment have deterred them. The
kite was brought, and flown fo diredly over the pillar, that when
it fell on the other fide, the ftring lodged upon the capital. The
chief obftaclc was now overcome. A two-inch rope was tied to
one end of the ftring, and drawn over the pillar by the end to
which the kite was affixed. By this rope one of the feamen saf-
cended to the top, and in lefs than an hour, a kind of fhroud was
conftru&ed, by which the whole company went up, and drank
their punch amid the fhouts of the aftonithed multitude. To the
eye below, the capital of the pillar does not appear capable of hold-
ing more than one man-upon it; but our feamen found it could
comain no lefs than eight perfons very conventently, It is afto-
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nifhing that no accident befel thefe madcaps, in a fituation fo
elevated, that would have turned a landman giddy in his {ober
fenfes. The only detriment which the pillar received, was the
lofs of the volute before-mentioned ; which .came down with a
thundering found, and was carried to England by one of the cap-
tains, as a prefent to a lady who commiffioned him for a piece of
the pillar. The difcovery which they made, amply compenfated
for this mifchief; as without their evidence, the world would not
have known at this hour, that there was originally a ftatue on
this pillar, one foot and ancle of which are ftill remaining.
The ftatue was, probably, of Pompey himfelf; and muft have
been of a gigantic fize, to have appeared of a man’s propor-
tion at fo great an height.

There are circumftances in this flory which might give it
an air of fition, were it riot demonftrated beyond all doubt.
Befidés the teftimonies of many eye-witnefles, the adventurers
themf{elves have left us a token of the fa&, by the initials of
their names, which are very legible in black paint juft beneath
the capital. We fpent fo much time in viewing this elegant
column, that the evening was too far advanced for us to go
further. After providing ourfelves with a relic of this fhrine,
we returned towards the port, which is about a mile and a
quarter diftant. In our way we mounted an eminence, which
has been thrown up by the Turks in digging for antiques,
which are frequently found here. From hence we had a fine
view of the new and old city and port of Alexdndria.

WEDNESDAY. it Ocroner.

I bhad a prefent of an antique this morning from Signior
Brandi. It is a blue flone which bears the head of a Jupiter Ca-
pitolinus. The fmall collection which I have made, is not worth
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prefenting to the reader, though the place from which I chicfly
drew them, is a proof of their being originals: as ncither the
fkill -nor the remotene(s of the country of Upper Egypt, van favor
deceit in fuch matters. But a ftranger fhould be very careful how
he makes thefe purchafes in Alexandria. Seals have been tenderced
me for fale, which had all the appearance of antiquity; but on
the infpetion of a perfon converfant in wvirss, turned out to
be copies. They are, however, at times, in great plenty in this
neighborhood. The people who follow this trade, hit per-
chance upon a mine of curiofities, when a virtuofi might fur-
nith a cabinet with originals at a fmall expence. ‘Fhis we
faw exemplified. Signior Brandi lives with the Genoefe con-
ful, Signior Agoftini. At his houfe we met with feveral anti-
quities, which have been recovered from the ruins of this city.
Among» the moft remarkable is a buft of Alexander, fincly
executed and but little damaged.

In the afternoon we went to fee Cleopatra’s Needle, which lres
to the caftward of the city. We again mounted our afies, and,,
without any other company than our Janizary, arrived in about
ten minutes at the Needle. It is almoft clofe to the fea, and lifts
up its head amid an heap of ruins, which appear to have been a
circle of magnificent buildings that furrounded it. It is faid,
there were originally three obelitks which bore this name; and
that one of them has heen buried by its own weight, and the ri-
fing of the fand about it. It is certain, however, that two of
them once ftood here at about fifty yards afunder. One of them
was torn up by the roots in a violent ftorm fome years ago, and
« prone on the grousd lies groveling many a rood.” Thefe obe-
liks are alfo of granite, which is the marble peculiar to this place.
They are of & fingle flone, fixty feet in length, and covered on
all fides with hicroglyphics. The one which is ftanding, yields
only in beauty to Pompey's pillar, among the remains of this au-
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guft city; and it is a wonder that no attempt has been made te
tranfport the fallen Needle to Europe; a fimilar entegprize ta
which was effected, I think, in the removal of Trajan’s pillar,
the greateft boat of modern Rome. What a beautiful termina-
tion would it make to one of the viftos at Chatfworth! What a
noble addition would it prove to the collettion at Stowe ! But the
cxpence would be too heavy for any, but a princely purfe to dif-
charge, as the relic would be too valuable for any, but a monarch
to poffefs. For a drawing of this obelifk, as well as of Pompey’s ¥
pillar, I muft refer the reader to the work of Mr. Niebuhr, and
to the drawings of Mr. Dalton. The few plates which I have
ventured to give, contain views of fuch things only as are not,
to my knowledge, to be met with in other travels.

We contemplated this obelifk with pleafure, and left it with
regret. While we looked at the ruins around us, we cowld not
but fangy ourfélves carried back to the times of the Ptolemies.
Here Anthony revelled; here Cleopatra veigned! Here beauty
{hed her rofy {miles; here plcafurc danced an.eternal round ; and
here, alas! the hero forewent empire and life for the fafcinating
charms of love! Some hundreds of yards from the fpot we had
left, is an angle of the antignt walls of the city. Thefe walls are
{till above the level of the ground, and the ditch is @ill to be dif-
tinguifbed. This is the eaftern face, and at certain equidiftances,
there were round towers for the better proteftion of the walls,
We entered the tower at the angle, which appeared to be lefs- de-
cayed than the reft. There is a circular room in the middie,
which at prefent goes up to the top of the tower ; But by a nar-

#_ The author has given a view of this pillar in the, fmttifpwoe to kis Eafern
Eclogues; but & more competent idea can be gathered of it in colleckion of prints,
publithed by the ingenious Mr, Dalton in the year 3752, comprising, among other,
antiquities, the tlevations and fetions of the pyramids of Egypt, which muft have
been a talk not ibfs dificult thin curions.

row
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row ftaircafe on one fide of it, there is a likelihood of there ha-
ving been apartments above. We made a tour of this face, and
on our return home, v1ﬁted the church of St. Catherine belong-
ing to the Greeks. Here one of the friars led us into a re-

cefs illuminated- with a lamp, to fee the ftone on which St. Ca-
therine was beheaded. This ftone is held in uncommon venera-
tion ; and the fathers are very anxious to perfuade ftrangers, that
drops of her blood are ftill vifible thereon. They werc under no
danger of having this opinion contraditted, through the abun-
dance of our zeal; but they were, perhaps, more pleafed, that we
had charity enough to ieave fome filver among them, towards the
propagation of this innocent impofition.

THURSDAY, 2d Ocros:r.

Intelligence came this morning of the lofs of fivé boats,on the
bogage, or bar of the Nile, which were among a fleet that
failed two days ago for Rofetto. The young Swifs whom I have.
Lefore {poken of, was unluckily on board one of them; and we
learn with concern, that he has efcaped only with his life.,
If the reader, however, remembers our dcfcri;ftion of that place,
it may feem a greater mercy to him, that the young man did not
perifh with his effe®ts. The wind blowing in the teeth of a rapid
current, muft have occafioned a prodigious fwell on the bar,
which generally proves as fatal to the mariner as to his bark.
The French merchants of this city are faid to be confiderable,
fufferers by this accident; as they had very rich bales of goods
on the boats which are wrecked. But the misfortune of the
young Swifs chicfly engaged our attention. Our minds yet
{marted with ‘thé remembrance of our own diftrefles; and we
were, perhaps, nevér in a difpofition to have contributed more,
largely, than w¢ now did, towards the relief of a fellow-crca-
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ture. - So true it is,’ that calamity is the beft phyfician t%x%n-
tal infirmities, and dxfpof‘es the paﬁiops to 31 en more | eraquﬁy
to the calls of humamty

it is laughable enough to obferve the materials and falhion of
the generality of the buxldmgs of this city. M'ai*blc tcad y wrought
to the hand, is in fuch profufion here, thaf i “cvcry firect Z?
meet with the noble fragments of palaces and telples, appﬁc to
the meaneft puipofes. 1 have feen a ftable fupported by pillars of
the fineft granite, and a cow-houfe paved with the moft beautiful
tablets of marble. ‘This view, indeed, is more likely to provoke a
figh than a fmile. It too nearly refembles the prophecy denoun-
ced againit that fplendid city, whofe regal edifices were to become
the habitations of the beaits of the ficld. But our ridicule is di-
reted againft another objeét. The court-yards of the foreign
faftories arc encompafled with the choiceft pillars that could be
procur gd but the confufion of orders, in which the Doric, lo-
nic, and Corinthian jar together, joined to the unzqual “height
and diameter of the fhafts, rather :ender 'thc whole a luditrous
than an agreeable aﬁ'emblage., But as the builders have had con-*
venience more than elegance in view, the want of m[ﬁq in the dif-
poﬁtwn is the motc excufable.

We took a rgde in the evv:mqg to thc cana.l, wbmh wags brought
from the Nile, and fill fuyym the my with water. Qur route
lay through a road which leads to the §. E. gate, and dwides, the
antient city into two equal parts. This ‘is the high road to Ro~
fetto, on which traveﬂurs are accuﬂ:med to,go on mulcs, in pre-
ferefice to the dangerdis pﬂi‘ﬁge by fed. "The j umeyu pcrﬁormed
in feven or.eight ;zrs. and it i theabimd
is pow yemoved, 1 t 2

tmwxy Thﬁ CW ﬁ 4-':;‘:,‘A";“h-u_
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in about half an hour at the.gate. It has been a very fuperb
work, and there are ftill two columns, which fupport the pedeftal
above it, of the moft beautiful fymmetry and defign. 'The canal
is about a quarter of a mile from hence. It ftill ferves the chief
purpofe for which j 1t was intended ; and, in the floods, conveys a
fufficient quantity of water to the city, to fill the cifterns for the
ufe of the enfuing year. This expenfive labor was neceflary to
rectify the defect with which this thirfty foil is curft, and is in
every refpect worthy of its fuppofed founder. But the channel a
few miles above is fo choaked up, as to render it no longer na-
vigable for the fmallet boats, except for a week or twoin the
year. ‘There is a large arch thrown over this canal, which ap-
pears firm enough to admit of repair. Neither the bridge nor
canal, however, have a chance to be reftored to their former con-
dition by. the indolent and illiberal Turk ; although, comparative-
ly fpcakmg, an inconfiderable expence would be the’ means,of re-
viving, in their full extent, thefe elegant and ferviceable works of
antiquity, On the banks of this canal are raifed the vegetables,
with which the city is fupplied; and beyond them the defart
firetches to the Nile.

On our return home wemade a tour of the weftern wall of the
antient city, which we had not before feen. There are towers
upon it as on the other fide, and the wall has more frequent
breaches in it.

FRIDAY, 3d OcTosEr.

T employed myfelf this morning in tranfcribing an ode, which I
had written in detached parts, during our voyage down the Nile.
The reader will ind it in the Appendix, where it will appear as a
compahion to the ode to the defart. He may, perhaps, fufpet me
of another reafon than what I before alledged, for not mingling,

3C poetry
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poetry and profe, for putting it in that place. The contraft be-
tween the fubjects is fo ftriking, as to fet the defcriptive paflages
of either piece in the beft light.

Nothing retards our departure but the veflel's difpatches, which
are not arrived from Cairo. For fear of my being hereafter prg-
vented, I will here communicate the ftory of the French conful’s
murder, fome circumftances of which are of an extraordinary na-
ture, and will ferve to juftify the unfavorable idea which is enter-
tained of the Arabians, in different parts of this work.

Threc young gentlemen belonging to the French faftory had
been out in the country fhooting pigeons. They were met on
their return by fome Arabs, who, with their ufual impudence to
Chriftians whom they fuppofe to be in their power, demanded
their guns. Thefe the Frenchmen naturally refufed to deliver
up; and a firuggle enfuing, in which they were likely to"be over-
come ‘by numbers, one of them fevelled his piece, and fhot an
Arab dead on the fpot. The unexpettednefs of this action ftruck
fuch a terror into the reft, that they immediately difperfed, and left
the young men to make the beft of their way off. 'This they ef-
fected, but,with .different fortunes. The guilty perfon knew
there was no fafety for him in Alexandria, although the life had
been taken away in defence of his property, againft an hoftile af-
fault, He bent his way, therefore, to a village on the fea-fide,
and, without fufpicion, hired a mule for Rofetto. Here he ar-
rived with great expedition, and embarked on a boat which was
thas moment going for Damiat, : Happily for him, when he
reached that city, there was a veflel under way for Gonftangi-
nople, in which be efcaped from the deftiny that awaited him.
One of his mmpamons concealéd himflf in this city, antil he
found an opportunity to quit it,, w”hlth his knewledge of, the
language enabled him to do in fafety‘ The other took refugein
the French faCtory ; the fuppofed fanflity of which, he vainly
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imagined would proteét him from the refentment of the Arabs.
Though he was only a {petator of the accident which rad hap-
pened, he was doomed .to anfwer for it in the moft inhuman
manner. The' city: was prefently in commotion ; and a mob,
headed by the comrades of the deceafed, forced open the gates of
the factory, after having been denied admittance by the conful,
took out the unfortunate youth who remained, and hung him
upon the firft tree they met with. Not fatisfied with this faciifice,
they afterwards cut him in picces, and expofed his limbs in dific-
rent quarters of the city.

Ilere one might think the vengeance of a barbarian would ﬂop.
With fuch a retaliation, that, confounding as it did the innocent
with the guilty, is fo agreeable to their netions of jaftice, the
Arabs might be fatisfied. But their thivkt for blood was not yet
quenchéd. As the murderer had efcaped, they tugned their rage
againft the innocent man, who had prefumed to afford *his ac-
complice a fanétuary. » Aware of the unforgiving difpofitions of
the Arabs, the conful had confined himfelf to his houfe for the
fpace of two months, and upwards. He now thought the matter
was forgotten, and ventured out as ufual to.take the air onan
afs, along with the Jamizary of his nation. This Janizary i>
efteemed here a fufficient fafeguard. He may be fo on common
occafions, but his authority failed him on this. They were met
by 8 man near Pompey's Pillar, who, with feeming inditference,,
enquired the conful’s name of the Janizary; and being fatisfied
it was the pesfon he fought, he flepped fuddenly behind him, apd
difcharged a piftol in his back. The ball went thiough the con-
fplis body; and.he unmediately expired. Thus lofing, like the
hero near whefe column he fell, his life by the treachery of the
Egxgtian: sace ! The aflaflin efcaped during the Janizary’s con-
fufipn, and ne.notice was taken by the government of fuch an
entrage. The French confulted their own dignity, as well as the
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interefts of other nations, when they fent two frigates this fummer
to demand fatisfattion. But whether the force was inadequate,
or they have been tempted, by fome fecret advantages, to give up,
as they have done on many occafions, the honor.and even fafety
of their minifters in Turkey, the frigates have departed, without
fuccefs in their negotiation,

SATURDAY, 4th OcToBer.

We were alarmed this morning with the report of a veffel being
about to founder in the harbor. This carried us to the quay,
where we faw a Greek polacre go down in about half an hour.
It feems that fhe run upon the anchor of another veflel as fhe
came into the road, and the crew were glad to quit her with their
lives. It is furprizing that thefe accidents are not more frcquent
in a port, where veflels are obliged to be always moored, on ac-
count of their infecure ftation. “The water is fo fhallow when
the tide is out, that there would be no fteering clear of the anchors,
were not ftrangers apprized where they lie. What is done, there-
fore, in other places for the convenience of the owners, is here
enforced for the good of the public, And every veffel is obliged,
by an order at this port, to place bueys over her anchors. A failure
in this meafure {ubjects her to the payment of any lofs fhe may
occafion. And, it is faid, the owners of the Greek polacre will
recover damages on this ground.

As'we were returningfrom the quay, we met a porter finking,
to all appearance, undes a double bale of cotton. He wore jack~
boots, in order to keep his knees ftraight, and walked doubled, with
his hands {fupported on his knees. Were not the faét well known
to thoufands who trade to the Levant, one would hefitate to men.
tion the enofmous loads which the Turkith porters carry.- We
went to the fcales where the bales were weighing, and faw one of
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them take a bale of 7 cwt. upon his back, and ftagger unler it
to the quay. The diftance, indced, is not very great, and there
appears to be as much art as ftrength exercifed in thefe furpriz-
ing efforts of the bodlly powers. I have heard more than once,
daring my refidence in India, of the porters in Perfia bcmg fa-
mous for carrying a pipe of wine on théir backs, which is more
than 10 cwt. and, with the afliftance of a bamboo, or ftick acrofs
his thoulders, a Chinefe at Canton is faid to fupport an equal bur-
den with more eafe to himfelf. Itisonly in countries, hawever,
where labourers of this kind are fcarce, that fuch vigour is defir-
able. In Paris or London, where profeflions are not hereditary,
and where every idler is willing to turn his hand to any thing, the
inconvenience of this monopoly would be felt. This ufeful
branch of labor would fink in its value, and crouds would lan-
guith for want of employment.

We dined on board one of the Englith fthips to-day, where
the departure of the French frigates without redrefs of their
complamt, became the fubject of converfation. It feems that
the French have been much animadverted upon by foreigners
here on this occafion ; and comparifons been’ drawn between
them and the Englifh, not to their advantage. Indeed, hiftory
furnifhes many inftances of the oppofite behavior of both go-
vernments in fimilar cafes. 'Where one negotiates for a redrefs
of injuries, the other difpatches a fleet to command it. And
while one is walfting time in unavailing threats, the other
employs more certain arguments of conviftion with the Malio-
metan powers. But there is fomething very myfterious in this
procedure of a people, who, in other refpets, are jealous of af-
fronts, and enamored of glory. The particular advansages which
they derive from the Turkey trade, feem to influence their ope-
rations in that quarter ; and they aim at the prefervation of thofe

advantages, at the expence of theit national honor. All Eurdpe
18
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is indebted to France, for the trodble fhe took in fcouring the
Archipelago of the pirates which infefted it, after tne clofe of the
Ruffian war. They were chiefly Greeks, and abounded in'fuch
a degice, that not a mcerchantman efcaped: being attacked by
them. The French frigates cvery where purfue'd them with un-
remitting vigilance; and to eradicate the cvil effeCtually, ran
their barks down in gencral, without firing a gun. The good
confequences of thefe exertions {oon appeared; and it is no-
torious, that there never was a time, in which the Mediterra-
ncan was fo free of cotfuirs of all denominations, as the
prefent,

Captan Calvi'introduced us in the evening to a Greck family,
which confifted of a lady and her two daughters. The latter
were very beautiful, but overloaded with a profufion of zechins
upon their hgads and breafts, which were ftrung together like
pearl *.  The eldeft of the daughters is married to a man now
in France. She preffed our taptain muck for a paflfage. Heis
full ; but with the gallantry of a Frenchmian, placed his refufal’
to a defire of preferving harmony among his paflengers, which
the influence of her charms could not fail to invade. The frank-
nefs and pleafantry of this Provenga/ are very engaging, and
afford us a profpect of much entertainment during our
voyage.

SUNDAY, sth Ocroser.

We, attended the fervice this morning at the chapel of the-Gen
noefe fatory, where we afterwards dined, on the invitation of
* Among theft I perceived a medal of Alexander the Great, in fine prefervation.

As the chara@ters were Roman, it was probably ftruck by oot of the Cafars in

honor of that. hero. 1 attemapted, in vain, to place it smong my fmall col~
kien..

Signior



[ 383 ]

?ignior Brandi, ‘The conful is a polite chearful old gentleman
of feventy and upwards, and has ferved in that office with great
credif, for above thirty years. Ilc is, however, too mwch of an
invalid to be able to attend to bufinefs, which is managed for
him by Signior Rrdridi, who is alfo agent to Mr. Baldwin.

* We accompanied Signior Brandi in the evening to the Vene-
tian fa&tory, where we drank coffee with an Italian lady who is
lodged there. From hence we fallied out to a garden, which is
about ten minutes walk from the city. This garden is thickly
planted with fruit-trees of various kinds, in which we found a
very agreeable relief from the fandy views, which every where
meet the eye in the environs of this place. Nothing but the
happinefs of its fituation for commerce, could have prompted
Alexander to have founded a city on this barren fpot. And the
rank it keeps among commercial cities at this hour, in fpite of
the revolutions it has feen in its religion, government, and cuftoms,
demontftrates the acutenefs of that monarch’s difcernment. * T'yre,
Athens, and Carthage; are only to be refpefted in the page of
hiftory : while the port of Alexandria is ftill crouded with the
veflels of different nations ; and fill difpenfes, though in a lefs
degree, her bounty through the world.

As we returned home we pafled the houfe of a fair Jewefs,
whofe reputation is {pread about this city. It is her cuflom to
fhew herfelf daily at her window, to enfnare thofe who venture
to gaze upon her. It"is affirmed that her charms made a very
fingular impreflion upon an Englifh nobleman, who came here
fome years ago. He bid very highly for her perfon, but)was’
difappointed in his views. The amour fomehow got wind, and
the was honored by a wag with his title, which fhe has preferved
to this day.

In a converfation with our Janizary this evening, we difco-
vered that fear was one caufe of the diftinéion, with which thd
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Englih are treatedin this country. It is many years fince the
Englifh trade has declined in the Levant. Their fhips of war
no more ride triumphant in thefe feas, and their thunders.have
long ceafed to ftrike terror through the coafts of Egypt. But
the fpell is revived. The Englith have found their way jnto the
Red-fea, and have it at their option to deal with Egypt on their
own terms. The reader may remember the affiftance which we
received in our greateft diftrefs, from the arrival of the Swallow
floop of war at Judda. This floop mounted about twenty guns,
and had carried difpatches from Madras to Suez. Since the Por-
tuguefe were expelled Arabia, no veflel of war belonging to a fo-
reign power, had vifited that port. Her arrival was a phenome-
non which alarmed the weaknefs of this government. The jea-
loufies that exift among the European nations, are the bafis of
its fecurity on the fide of the Mediterranean. But on the thores
of the Red-fea, it muft fubmit to the power, whofe empire in
India Has given them the navigation and commerce of the Red-
fea, without a competitor. And this power is the Englith.
A track, ftruck out by private adventurers, may hereafter bene-
fitthe public ; and, under proper reftrittions, add to the influence
‘and power of the Company, in a meafure which might exceed
expectation ®*,  Rumor is well known to magnify danger. The
force

* The inftability of the Egyptian government weakens, in fome degree, ths
foice of this reafoning. It has been fuggefted by the ingenmious Dr. Ruffell,
whofe long refidence in Turkey inclines the author to pay a deference to him on
4 fubjki& on which he is fo much better informed, that the difcouragement which
the Turks give to the trade by Sucz, arifes from this very caufe. The revolu-
tions in Cairo are often annual, and the Porte, confequently, can depend hut little
on receiving a fhare of their profits from men, whofe footing in power is {o flip-
gery.  The communication with India by the caravans of Aleppo, turns out
wholly in favor of the Turk, The inference, therefore, which the Dottor draws,
is very judicious, The commerce by Aleppo would fall to the ground, were the:
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force.of the Swallow floop was eftimated at Cairo at fixty guns,
Here, fhe is a firlt rate! It is no wonder that this government
fhould be on its good behavior, when it has not even 4 galicy on
the Red-fea to pr ote& the trade. For though this trade is almoft
wholly carried on’ upon Aiabian bottoms, were an embargo
t& be Jaid on the j importation of coffee into the Egyptian ports,

the courfe would be turned to the caravans, through which chan-
nel the coffee is delivered at more than double the price, to what
1t is by water.

MONDAY, 6th OcToBrr.

We are detained hete by the moft vexatious of all circum-
flances—the neglect of the agents of the Cleopatra. Captain
Calvi has been ready to fail thefe four days, and his difpatches
are not yet arrived from Cairo.  To whet our difappointment,
the wind has been cafterly the whole time; and we "might
have performed a fourth part of our paflage to Marfeilles. Na-
tural delays fhould be borne with patience; but thofe which
arife fiom human perveifenefs, are enough to ruffle a Stoic’s
temper.

We encountered fome objects to-day, who beyond all others
{hould engage our commiferation. They were the captain and
officers of a French veffel, which was wrecked four years ago on
the coaft of Barbary. Along with the crew they were cartied into
flavery ; and have now becn releafed by an accident. The em-
peror of Morocco has fent an embafly to the court of F rance,
and thefe Frenchmen were feleGted, among forty others, as a pre-
fent worthy for a king to receive. The particulars of thefe un-

by Suee to be tftablifhed. And this is the fecret objettion which the Porte en-
tertains to the Jutter trade ; atidwas hatched, not by the influence of Frenck in-
teigues, sor the complaints of the relrgious of Mecea and Medina,
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fortunate people’s ftory arc very imterefting, but very fimilar to
accounys already publiflied of captives in the fame fituation. There
is a youth among them of about fourtccn years of age. His lot
was different from the reft.  On account of his youth, when
they were firft brought to Morocco, the empgror ordered him to
be an attendant in the feraglio. This anecdote we had from the
boy’s own mouth, although he was fometimes at a lofs to ex-
prefs himfelf in his native tongue. His employment was to make .
coffee for the emperor's wives, and to gather bouquets for them of
the fweeteft flowers 1n the gardens of the palace. It may, pei-
haps, wound the pride of our countrymen to know, that the Sul-
tana is an Englifhwoman, who has been elevated to that chgnity
morc than twenty years.  She fecms to be about forty, and ha-
ving borne the emperor two fons, 1s perhaps, on that account,
treated by him with a diftin&ion, which her charms ne longer
command. And in fat, while he pays her only court in public,
his private hours are dedicatgd to a French concubine, who was
made a captive by one of his cruizers, and on account of her ex-
quifite beauty, preferred to the feraglio. Thefe barbarians, it
fecms, are grown nice in their amours! Depopulated Greece can-
not afford them a'variety of beauty, but they muit appropriate the
fpoils of France and England to pamper their bafe lufts! Where
fleeps the vcngcancc -of thofe warlike nations, that they fuffer
thele crying injuries to pafs unpunifhed? The gallies of Barbary
groan with their men, and her feraglios teem with their females !
When the ftates of Europe learn to dthngmfh their true interefts;
when they eftablith a firm bafis of union among themfelves ; then,
and then only, can they hope to fee their arms direted againft
the common enemies of mankind; to fee their commerce un-
interrypted, their people uninflaved by the refufe of the earth!
The Mahometan Ramazan is commenced. This inftitute is
" an imitation of our Lent, cxcept that there is a difference in the
mode



[ 387 ]

mode of abftinence required. “The rigid Catholic contents him-
felf with a change of diet; and takes his ufual meals wiihout
fcruple, fo that he forbgars fiefh and certain forbidden things.
The life of a Muffulman undergoes a total innovation during this
fatt. From the timethe fun rifes until it {ets again, the tafte of
any fubftance, even water itfelf, is prohibited by the law of Ma-
homet. But then the night brings full reparation with it. Ex-
cefs follows abftinence, and he indulges himfelf in a variety of
food, to be revenged upon the law. The bad confequences of
this pricfteraft muft be fenfibly felt by both parties. OQur Ja-
mzary has been quite unhinged fince the Ramazan began. He
15 now fitter for fleep than action, during the day; and were we
to remain here, we fhould reap little benefit from his fervices
while the falt continued. The ftreets are now empty of people in
the day-time. Towards the evening they begin to affemble in the
coffee-houfes, and at the corners of the f'trects;' where they
wait for the prieft’s prpclamation of funfet. © Their faces betray
«the height of impatience; and at the appointed fignal, they
ftart for their dinners with no very temperate intentions.

TUESDAY, 7th OcTosEer.

The veflel's difpatches are at length arrived, but the wind is fo
confiderably heightened to-day, that the captain holds it danger-
ous to attempt moving out of his ftation with it. We muft wait
for what the morrow may effect in our behalf.

News is juft come from Cairo, that the troubles upon the Nile
are recommenced, and that war is about to renew its horrors in
this unhappy country. The fugitive beys have found means to
poflefs themfelves at length of Jirje, about which city they have
long hovered. ‘The fituation of this poft enables them to ftop ef-
feGtually, the navigation of the river, A large armament is pre-

3Dz paring



[ 388 ]

paring at Cairo, to diflodge the rebels from their ftrong "hold,
Boats ef'all kinds are preffed for this fervice, and the communi-
cation promifes to be interrupted between Alexandria and-the me-
tropolis. The iffue of this commotion may, to all appearance, be
foretold. It is the laft effort of a defperate. party, which can-
not avail them againft fuperior numbers and difcipline. Ifmaul
Beg has now fet a price upon the heads of his antagonifts.
This barbarous practice is juftified by the example of the moft
polithed nations, againft thofe whom the ftate confiders as trai-
tors. And in all probability, it will now rid the bey of Egypt
of his fears. But the accomplifhment of this defign 1s uncertain *,
We cannot fufficiently congratulate ourfelves on our removal
from thole fcenes of contention; and count all our toils as hap-
pily endured, fince we have efcaped thereby, the new delays that
awaited us.

Ibrahim has juft now taken leave of us, to embark on a boat
which is bound for' Rofetto.. He is furnithed with recommenda-
tions for the Englifh captains who may come to Suez ; and there.
is no doubt of his finding a good opportunity to get back to the
Adventure, to which veflel he ftill belongs. The behavior of this
poor Indian has been uniformly honeft and ingenuous. Some
flight errors which he has been guilty of, were fully retrieved by
the importance of his fervices; and could we command power or
riches at this moment, they would be employed in beftowing a
more {uitable reward on his merits. Henceforth be not virtue
appropriated by any particular feft. Let pride be taught to be-
lievd, there is no diftintion among mankind, but what refults
from the pratice of good and evil; and imbibe, with us, a chari-
table opinion of the members of every perfuafion.

® So uncertain, that it appears the very reverfe has fince happened, and the de-
pofed beys have recovered their power, though at this hour, perhaps, it has again

tluded their grafp!
That
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That we might be ready for the captain’s fummons in the
morning, we difcharged our debts at this place, and prefented our
JaniZary with fome pieces of gold, for the trouble that we have
given him. The alacrity with which we fhall quit thefe fhores,
has been quickened by concurrent circumftances. The very air
of this city feems to be impregnated with the breezes of the
North. Her ftreets difplay the habit which is fo familiar to our
eyes ; and her harbor is crowded with vefiels, which are bound to
the Jands of liberty and fcience. 'What bofom then can repiefs
its emotions at fuch a fight? What foot would linger on the
ftrand, when the fail was fet for the ports of Europe? Curiofity
has been fatisfied. Like the hunters who have -encountered toil
and danger in the purfuit of their game, we anticipate the fweets
of repofe ; and find, that the ardor of expectation conftituted the
principal pleafure of the chace.

WEDNESDALY, .8th OctosEr.

The wind being favorable this morning for our departure,
the Captain fired a gun, as a fignal for us to go off. At fe-,
ven o’clock Monfieur Meillon accompanied Major Alexander,
Mr. Hammond, and myfelf to the quay, where we embarked
on the Cleopatra; and at eleven, weighed our anchor for
Marfeilles *.

* It may be fatisfalory to the reader to know that our travellers, whom he has
fo long acccmpanued, arrived fafely in England at the clofe of the year 1777, after,
a journey of eleven months. It may be fuppofed that the end of their miffidn was
defeated by the delays they encountered ; but they flatter themfelves, that the merit
of perfeverance will not be denied them, either by the refpe&table body in whofe fer-
vice it was exerted, or by the gencrous public,

AND
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AND now, Madam, it is time 6 bid you adicu. TS purfut the
fimile of the hunters, whatewer {atisfaGion I may have found in
the recitaf of our adventures, I doubt whether an indifferent per-
fon will liften as complacently to the tale. In, the review of tlis
volume, I have as much reafon to pray for your indulgenae, as to
hope for your fympathy. While the tear of pity dims your eye,
let it prove a vail to the inaccuracies which are almoft infcparable
from a work of this nature. Nor let this be deemed an unrca-
fonable or arrogant with, While the major part of mankind are
adminiftering to the caprices of the female-fex, while they are
feeding their vanity with the groflfeft flatteries, and perverting
their difpofitions.by an idle complianee with their humours, his
prefumption may furely be excufed, who, attuated by a fpirit of
philanthropy, and willing to communicate the refult of dear-
bought experience, endeavors to make one woman of hes party,
who has refléction enough to weigh the importance of human
misfortuncs, and zeal enough to promote their publication for the
inftruction of the world. That he has not.offered a trifling fub-.
je€t to her confideration, is the beft compliment which he could
pay to her underftanding ; and that he looks for her fympathy in
the hour of diftrefs, is not the worft pi€ture which he could give
of her feelings. To be a ferious member of a thoughtlefs tribe,
is no lefs an honor to a woman, than to pofitfs a refined heart in a
depraved and diffipated age.

1 hawve the honor to be,
Nadam,

Your’s, &c.
Alexandrin, 8th O&ober, 1777,

POSTSCRIPT.
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} UST as thefe fheets were going to the prefs, a letter came to
.J my hands, which, on every account, I would wifh to communi-
cate to the reader. The ftorm isblown over, and the tale that thica-
taned fuch tragical circumftances, is brought to an happy conclu-
fion.  Batif any charalter in this work has ficuicel the affection
of the reader, he will not refufe a figh toyts unworthy deftiny.  If
the wotk itfelf has intercfted his paffions, he will greedily.perufe
a jupplement, that pi'og\ifcs furtheryfood forshis curiofity.  The
Jetter 15 from Mr, Hajmond, one of the number of the unlucky
fubjects of thefe adventures, who has poffefled refolution enough
to hazard the dangers of an inhofpitable lhore, and to return to
India by the route of Egypt. I mean not to anticipate the rela-
tion of a fiiend, but I thould do injuftice to my own feelings, weie
1 to be filent on this melancholy occafion.

And here let me advife the fufceptible reader to clofe the volume.
The ingratitude of mankind is too frequent, to y difrmrd the Phi-
lofopher’s peace ; but the impreffion it makes on the unexperi-
enced breaft, is too deep to be eafily erafed. But if he dare’the
confli®®, and prefer to mingle his generous concern with mine,
let him reflect on the crown of glory which awaits the virtuous
dead! Let him, with me, weigh the unimportance of the track,
by which the foul is led to the regions of immortality; and while

we embalm the monatch’s memory with an unfeigned tear, let us
Lo hope
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lope that our latter prayers may be as acceptable o tae preyy,
asour latter moments may bp mare propitious than thofe of the
great Ifthan Abu Ally! Unbroken be the reed which  ndans
thy lofs, rich pearl of Araby!, Sweet fmelhpg lke the gumsof
Aden’s vale, to heaven afcend thy precious {pirit |

« Grand Cairo, 20th Auguft, 1779.
¢ T cannot avoid giving you a letter from a placc that was once
“ fo defirable an objeét to us, however reverfed it has been to me
« afecond time. 1 arrived here the 15th July'laft, aftet a very
“ pleafant paffage from Venice, and was preparing, with my
¢ fellow—navellcxs, to fet out for gucz on ‘the 28th, when, on
« that morning, Mr. Moore, the owier of our veflel, was made
“¢ a prifgner, and detained till four days ago, in confequence of
* his fhip, with another at Suez, having been treacheroufly
““ feized by the orders of this goyernment.  The fhips have fince
«« been releafed, and the pegplé are gone to Suez to take poflef-
¢ fion of them again; whff:ﬁ) we only want to hear of, to enable
« us to fet forward, This extraordinary manceuvre, on the part
s of this government, was owing to an Englith caravan having
¢« been plundered in croffing the defart from Suez to Cairo, and
“ many unfortunate Europeans having perithed in the defart.
“* The government, upon this, contrived the means of feizing the
« yeflels, and have made us enter into folemn engagements with
«“them, <hat o hoftilities fhall be cormitted hereafter by the
« Englith, in confequence of that accident |
% The politics of this country have been a good deal changed
« fince we left it. It feems that foon after our departure from
¢ Cairo, Ibishim Beg, and Morad Beg, were brought back into
« Culry, MWMMMW old frigad Ifnan Abu Ally, who
« WWW% Mr. Baldwin, and made iany enquiries after us. For
« this"elfential fervice, the poot sid man had his head takmsz
Ib ] ¥y
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by Morad Beg, about three wicks ago, who was at Ghinnah
in ppriuit of Huffein Beg, one of Ifmaul Beg's partizans | —
l\gkur Chevalier, thg late governor of Chandernagore,, ar-
rived here a few days ago from Judda, by the route of Cofire.
He met with Morad Beg at Ghinnah, who gave him 4is pafl-
port, for his fafety down the river.

¢ I hope to leave Cairo in about five days, attended by our old
fervant Ibrahim, who has been wife cnough to marry here, and
is a3 completely fettled as he well can be. I have adviled him
to pufh off t¢ India with us.  As if I had not been fufficiently
punifhed for making a fecond vifit to this country, I have had
the addition of an epidemical ficknefs, which .has paBed here
with great violence, and, I believe, has extended to fvery Euro-
pean in the place.”

3E THE
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T HE

APPENDTIX..

wlmasenm——

ODE To THE DESART.

Written on a Journey through the Defarts of Thebais,
September 1777,

HOU wafte! from human fight retird,
By nouglit efeem’d, invok'd, defir'd;
"Where ftohy hill and f&‘i‘ﬁ%’;ﬁb

And ever-fullen ﬁkmce reign *:

Where nought is feen to cheer the eye,
But ruflet garth and funny fky; |,
Nor tree nor herbage biefs the ground,
Neor aught to cherifh life is found.

Save, whery’fﬁe deer, whom fearg affail,
B mddcnly athwart the vale ;

If chance the found of diftant feet
Approach his lonefome, dark retreat.

O | while thy feerets I wp}nre
ﬁ": traverfe all thy regions o'er,
patient camel 1 beftride~—
May no ill hap his fteps bauda!
«“And ever-saufing mrelancholyyeigat, o' Pore™s Rhifa to Mbelard,
As
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As on we prefs the hurriflg foil,
And through the winding valley tdi,

‘Q'll lend fome hill's projeéting height,
To fhield me frpm Sol's picrcing fight.

And fhould our ferips of water fail,
And horrid thirft my lips afail,
Then, then, thy fcanty drops impart,
To renovate my fainting heart.

Neor to thy toiling fon refufe

The trufle’s leaf, or berry’s juice ;
Thefe ftinted produéls of the wafte,
Luxurious | let my camel tafte.

At oontide heat, and midnight cold,
Thy vengeful ftores of wrath with-Idigd
Nor bid the fudde f’xﬁ

To blend at once, hills, vales, and fkies!

Dread caufe ! too fubtile to define,
Where horror! danger! ruin join |
Stop, ftop.its pefulential breath,
That ‘whelms a caravan in death !

But chief, whence lies our daily track,
O! turn the roviné % Arab back;
Who, tyger-like, infefts the way,
And makes the traveller his prey.

* The reader will have found that this with was not granted. We fell in with a
party of wild Arabs, and, what was more ¢xtraordinary, on the very day that this
Ode was written. This meeting, fo dreaded by us, was, in all probability, the
caufe of our prefervation. T foes to man, by an unexpected turn, became our
friends. They were our gf n our people were at a lofs for the road ; they
led us to the {prings, and fup with food, when our water or provifion faded
us. What an inconteftible gvidence is this of the weaknefs of human opm,;pm ! of
the vanity of human widhes



[ 396 1

‘As erft the fons of Ifrael figd’

From Pharaoh’s feign and Nilus’ bed,
Hére manna fell by God's command,
And water follow'd Mofes’ wand :

So may old Nilus paffing nigh,

A portion of his floods fupply ;
Invite the neighb'ring peafant’s toil,
To cultivate thine alter'd foil.

So be thy hills with verdure fpread,
And trees adorn each naked head;
So"wx_the thirfty vales below,
Difco¥er'd fprings be taught to flow.

So, tceming with,negletted veins,
Thy ma-hle yay ¢he{ulptor’ sﬁpams ;
Who, emu\dus of Gr’:c Tdite,
May give an Athens to the wafte!

And on thy furtheft fandy fhore;
Which hears the Red-fea’s billows roar,
May Commerce fmile, her fails unfold,
And change thine iron age to gold !

ODE
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ODE T0o THE NILE.

Written during a Voyage down that River. Sept. 1777,

MMORTAL ftream! whom Afric lcads
Through barren plains and verdant medds 5
Now flaming o'er the Nubian fands,
Now laving Egypt’s cultur’d lands ;

To mark whcre ’éﬂm S gale,
‘The poet’s ftAtch of thought might fail :
Might heroes fhudder to behold

The wonders which thy depths unfold.

O! place me on thy gentle tide,

When firft it leaves its fountain wide ;
*Till, threat'ning on the Cat'raé&g brow,
It rufhes to the world below.

Here, as the joylefs wild we trace, _
Where Nature fhrouds her beauteous face,
The Oftrich—child of want and gloom !
Dips in thy wave his filver plume.

3 Now,
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Now, lurking on thy fedgy fhores,

‘The €rpcodile his prey explores.

‘Hdsk ! “tis a virgin's fhriek*—thy fleed.
She fought—to color with her blood !

No arms the monfter can appal-—
Bounds from his fcales th’ unerring ball.
Lo! to avenge a mother’s tears,

‘The Ilippopotamus appears !

N w Death affumes his grimmeft form,
Thy treubled furface owns the ftorm;
Like wa% vellyls, on they move
Their mortN rage and force to prove

O! 1% W@gy
And to thy fairefl fcenes ftirT;

Where, fwelling o’er thy native ftrand, .
T'hy waters fatten all the land;

Where on the wide expanfe are feen
The tufted grove and ifland green:
The minaret, that tow’rs above,
The haram-——prifﬁ{ gay of leve!

As Pleafure, Commerce, fpread the fail,
Athoufand'gdkes catch the gale:

Their oars a thoufand gallies ply,
Whofe pomp refulgent ftrikes the eye,

. ® This alludes to s circumflance which happeﬁ;d juft before the author came to
ghe Nile, and which the reader will find in page 259 of thiy work. The frequent
combats between the River-horfe and Crocodile, in whﬂ*hh former is generally
wittorious, are tuo well kaown to need a comment.

Now
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Now bear me ﬂow»@w{{tﬂx frm,
Where Delta look$ one cultur'd farm;
By ruin’d cities, nodding towers,

And hide'me in Rofett® bowers.

Hafl mdlfes! who give Tidh charths to widky,
As ne’er Alcinéus’ gardens knew ;

While blofloms here their fweets unfold,
Bow’d is the tree with fruit of gotd.

And thou fam’d ftream ! what theo’ no more
The world’s emporium as of yore;

Tho’ grac’d not with the Roman name,
Thy realm contending faction® claim:

A Pharaoh’ d it fwas thind,
Whom pity touch’d with cares divine,
As fhe the prophet chanc'd to note
While in his ozier-bark afloat.

Thou knew'ft a Cleopatra’s reign,
Who number’d victors in her train -
A Julius, led by glory’s ray;

An Anthony—to love 2 prey!

A Ptolemy of learn™ renown,

Angd great Sefoftris wore thy crown;
Thine, Memphis ! crofh’d by adverfe fates,
And Thebes—that op'd an hundred gates!
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And.oia e it Leep,
Whilcfea-girt Pharos awes the deeps
While left for ages to admire,

Thy pyramids to heav'n affire !

While Plenity on thy batks s found,
To feed the famith'd nations round;
While Poets ftrive to fing in vain
The wonders of thy vernal reign!






