
S U M A T R A , 

TahSong hroo, cr monkey cup (nepenthes), A vine with an uncoirmoa, 
monopetalous flower, growing on a tendril from the extremity of the 
leaf, in Ihape fomewhat like the pod of a Windfor bean. At top is *.' 
cover, or valve, which opens and fliuts with a hinge, but ufually te-

lains open, and as the cup is always ered, it is found full of water, 
^from the rains or dews. 

* . * 

Imbang. A fhrub, of which the leaf is fmall, light green, of an ir-
[rcgular figure, T-e flower is a light purple, with five yellow flamina. 
[The fruit is very fmall,ground, whitifli, and bitter, but eaten by the 
I natives. 

Cacbcchong (datura). Large white flower, monopetalous, ijjfundibuli-
form, rather pentagonal than round, with a fmall hook at each angle. 
!'he ftamina are five with one pointal. The flirub has muc^i foilage; 
le leaves dark green, pointed, and fquare at the bottom. The fruit is 

i>f the fliape of an apple, very prickly, and contains a multitude of 
beds. It appears to grow mofltly by the fea fide. 

« 

Setacke. A pretty rofaceous, crimfon flower, with five fmall petals, 
^d as many fliamina. It is a long tube, growing from a calyx covered' 
[rith purple hair. 

Weft coaft creeper. I know not the country name. A beautiful little, , 
crimfon, monopetalous flower, divided into five angular fcgmtnts. I t , 
has five ftamina of unequal heights, purple, and one ftyle, white, with 
a biform, rough ftigma.- The plant is a luxuriant creeper, with a -
hair-like leaf. The flower clofes at funfct. 

ft ' ' • 

pion-flower is Angular and remarkable. In its fliape it very 
which it takes its name, and the cxtrc-

muik. 

[&. account of the flowers which are 

ide thol'cj there are abuadaiice, tjf 

which 
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which It is difficult to determine whether they are indigenous or exibtics ij 
fuch as the rofc, or boongo mrwar, which is always fmall, of a deep j 
crimfon color, and probably tranfplarttcd from the Weft of India : thei 

' globe amaranthus, which is found in great plenty in the Batta country,^ 

;! where ftrangers have very rarely penetrated : various kinds of pinks 
the jeffamine : holyhock ; with many others which feem to have had^ 

•*" their origin from China. 

The Sumatrans have a degree qf botanical knowledge that furprifes an! 
European. They are in general, and at a very early age, acquainted, not! 
only with the names, but the qualities and properties'of every fhrub and ' | 
herb, amongft that exuberant variety with which thefe iflands are clothed. 
They diftinguilb the fcxes of many plants and trees ; fthe pap-z or ca-
Uekee for inttance) and divide feveral of the genera into as many dif
ferent fpccles as our prnfcflbrs. Of the/>-;f<?« or fern, I have had fpe-| 
cimens brought me of twelve yaricties, which they told me were not 
the whole, and to each there is a diftinft name. 

M«li • -d '^^^ Arubs and herbs employed medicinally arc as follow. Scarce 
jhrubs and .gny of them are cultivated, being culled from the woods or plains ac 

they happen to be wanted. 

Lagoondee. This flirub grows to the height of five or fix feet. The 
flower is fmall, monopetalous, divided into five fcgmcnts, labiated ; ' 
grows in the manner of London pride, with fix orfevcn on each pedun-
cle{ the color light blue; has four ftamina, and one ftylc The leave* 
are fpcar-lhaped ; three on one common footftalk, and that in the middle 
being longcft, it has the appearance of a haftated leaf: deep green 
on the infide and whitift on the back. The leaves have a ftrong aro
matic flavor, their taftc fomcwhat refcniblcs that of the bUck cuirant, ' 
but is bitter and pungent. It is tftocmed a fine antifeptic, and eitfpWyT'J*- ^ 
in fevers, in the fteadof jefuit's bark,' ^ h e natives aifo* put it into gra- V 
narieSi and among cargoes 'of lice, to ptpvtmt tne deftruilion of the 
grain by weevils. 

Kateopcttg. 
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KaUtpeMg. Refetttbles the;netde in growth ; in fruit the blackberry. (J._ 
The leaf, being chewed, is ufed in dreffing fmall, frefli wounds. Sseup. 
Bears the rcfcmblance of a wild fig, in leaf and fruit. It is applied to 
tjbc Neas fcurf or leprofv, when not inveterate. Succoodood o. Has the 
appearance of a wild rofe. A decodtion of its leaves is uTed for curing a 
difordcr in the folc of the foot, refetnbliiig the ringworm, called wa/-
toes. PudfiOvroMng. An herb with a pointed, ferrated leaf, bitter al-
mod as rue. An infufion of it is taken for the relief of dlforders in the 
bowels. Calco. The bark and root are applied to cure the teodees or 
itch, rubbing it on the part afFefted. Marawpooyan. The youngflioots 
•of this, are rubbed over the body and limbs after violent fatigue, Kaving 
a refrefliing, and corroborating quality. Maiee make. Plant with a 
white, umbcllatcd bloflbm. The leaf is applied to reduce fvvellings. 
Chappo. Wild fage. It refcmbles the fagc of Europe, in color, tafte, 
fmcll and virtues, but grows to the height of fix feet, and Jias a large, 
long,'and jagged leaf, with a bloflbm refembling that of groundfel. A/wr-
retboon^iiti. A vine.'The leaves broad, roundiih, and fmooth. The juice 
of the flalk is applied to cure excoriations of the tongue. Ampi ampi. \, 

A vine, with leaves refembling the box, dnd a fmall flofculous flower. It 
is ufed as a medicine in fevers. Cadoo. An herb. The leaf in fliapeand 
tafle refcmbles the tetel. It is burned to prefervc children newly born 
from the influence of evil fpirits (Jin). Goombay. A ftirub with mo-
nopetalous, ftellated, purple flowers, growing in tufts. The leaves are 
iifed-in difordcrs of the bowels. Taboolan hoocan. A flirub with a fcmi-
flofculous flower, applied to the cure of fore eyes. Cacbang parang. A 
bean, the pods of which arc of a huge flze : the beans are of a fine 
crimfon. Lfed in pleuritic cafes. Seepeet. A fl\rub with a large oval 
leaf, rough to the touch, and rigid. An infufion of it is drank in iliac 
afFcdions. Daun ledingtn. Leaf of a retViarkablc cold quality. It is 

api^^cd to the forehead to cure<he head-ach, and ibmetimes in hot fevers. 
•• - V , . . . 

Long i)eppc'r V* ufed for liiedicinal purpofcs. Turmeric alfo, mixed 
•with rice, reduced to powdipr, and then formed into a pafte, is much 

i<fd outwardly, in cafes of colds, and pains in the bones ; and chunam, 
N a or 
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or quicklime, is likewlfc commonly rubbed on parts of the body affetflcdj 

with pain. 

In the cure of the bofs, or eooroo (which is an obftrudion of the 
fpleen, forming a hard lump in the fide, and giving rile t5 a fpecies of! 
fever, called dnmmum c<ieroo) a decoSion of the following plants is ex
ternally applied '.feepeet toong'>el; madang tanio; at.eeaye^ ; tapper hejfee i 

pacoo tearig ; t:'ppar baada ; labhan; pejang rnoco; and pacoo la.veedcen,' 

A juice cxtradtcd from the Malabattaye akkar is taken inwardly. 

In the cure of the pooroe, or ringworm, they apply the galengang, an 
herbaceous flirub, with large,' pinnated leaves, and ji yellow bloffom: 
In the more inveterate cales, haran^an^ which is a fpecies of colored 
arfcnic or orpiment, and a ftrong poifon, is ufcd. 

Tfic white, milky juice that flows from the fudufudu, or Euphor-
bium, when an incifion is made, the natives value highly as a medicine.] 
The leaf of the tree is prefent death to fliccp and goats. 

jifiimals. 

/ -

( 



S U M A T R A . 93 ^ 

I 

Animah'^BeaftS'^Blrds—Reptiles—InfeSls* \ 

J . H E animal kingdom fliould claim attention, but the quadrupeds 

")f the ifland being the fame as are found elfewhere throughout the caft, 
ilready well dcfcribed, and not prefenting any new fpecies that I am 

acquainted with, I fliall do little more than limply furnilh a lill; of thofe 
^vhich have occurred to my notice; adding a few obfervations, either 
kere, or in the future courfe of the work, on fuch as may appear to re-
luire it. The carhow, or Malay buffalo, being an animal particularly 
pelonging to thefe parts, and more ferviceablc to the country people 
Ihan any other, I fhall enter into fome detail of its qualities and ufes. 

J =-

Horfe : cooio. The breed is fmall, well made, and hardy, Cow: Beafts 
^fppte. Small breed. Buffalo : carbo-w. A particular dcfcription will 
allow. Sheep: beerte-beeree. Small breed, introduced ]>robably from 
sngal *. Goat: canibitig. Befide the dopedic fpecies, which is in general 

jmall, and of a light brown color, there is the tamUng oeian, or goat of 
|he woods. One .which I faw was three feet in height, and four feet in 

ic length of the body. It had fomethingof the gazelle in its appcar-
iearance, and, excepting the horns, which were about fix inches long, and 
arned back with an arch, it did not much rcfemblc the common goat. 
The hinder parts were Ihaped like thofe of a bear, the rump floping round 

•)ff from the back. The tail was very fmall, and ended in a point. The 
legs clumfy. The hair, along the ridge of the back, rifing coarfc and 
Irong, almoft like briftles. No beard. Over the fhouldcr was a large 

Spreading tuft of grcyifh hair : The reft of the hair black throughout, 
'he fcrotum globular. Its difi>ofition feemed wild and fierce, and it is 

JTaid by the natives to be remarkably fwifr. H o g : hke. That breed 
trhich we call Chinefe. Dog; atigin; ccoyot. Curs with crcft cars. 

(htH. All their tails imp'erfcA and knobbed at the end, as if cut 

^ "ofr.~ Rat •. teccoo/e. Ek-phant: gaja. Spoken of in an ^ 
khcr part. ^ Rhinoiyo* '• buddab. Hijii^o])otamus; coodo-e^er. T iger: 
\etmQy3 i nitchang. Spoken of in another part. "QKix: bcootohg. Small 

and 

' A fiiccp it cAlUd batrtt in tlx Hindofianic language, ^ 

file:///etmQy3


<)4 S T M A T R A. 

J and black; devours the hearts of the coconut trees. Otter : ttngin-aye 
/^ Sloth. Sti ikard : teieggo. Porcupine : lan^ia. ArtnadiUo : tangeding. 

r^' It pcrfciflly refemblcs the animal of America. Very rare, and mad 
great account of by the native s ; the fcales being fupiX)fed modicind 
Deer: roofo •, keejang. There is variety of the deer fjwcks ; of whic 
fome are very large. Wild hog : MJS ottau. Hog deer : ihtbee roo^ 
Small and delicate animal; one of thofe which produce the bezoar^ 
Monkey : moonia ; broo; feermmg. Prodigious variety of this gem 
Pole cat: mocfang. Tiger cat: cochin reniow. Civet cat: The 

/ tivcs take the civet from the vagina of thefe, as they require it for ufî  
Sqilirrel : ioopye. Small, dark fpccies. Bat: 'boorong teecocf.. Mar 

:, . of confidcrablc fizc, which pafs in large flocks from oive country to ar 
other ; hanging at times, by hundreds, on trees. Some perfedlly re 

i- , •jfcmble foxes, in fliapc and color ; but thefe cannot fly far. 

jj J.. The bafialo (carbcw), which conftitute* a principal part of the fo 

• i.,,. of the Sumatrans, is the only ajiimal employed in their domcl^c labor 
The inland people, where the country is tolerably clear, avail ther 
fclvcs of their ftrcngth to draw timber felled in the woods : the Malays 
and other people on the coaft train them to the draft, and fometimes 
the plough. Though apparently of a dull, obftinate, capricious natur 
the carbow acquires by habit a furprizing docility, and its taught to l^ 
the Ihafts of the cart with its horns, and place the yoke, which is fix* 
to thofe, acrofs its neck ; needing no farther harnofs than a breaft-banc 
and a ftring which is made to pafs through the cartilage of thcnoftriU 
They arc alf), for the fcrvice of the Europeans, trained to carry bur- •• 
thens fufpended from each fide of a pack faddle, in roads or paths where ^ 
the ufe of carriages is impracticable. It is extremely flow, but fteady 
in its work. The labor it performs falls fliort of what might be expec
ted from its fize, and apparent ftrcngth, the.leaft extraordinary fatigue, 
particularly during the heat of the day, being fufTicient.to put »:*T^iij4 
to its life, which is at all times precarioi^. The owners'mjovrcntly e3c-\ 
pericnce the lofs of large herds, in a fliprt fpace of ^mie, by an epidernic 
diftcmpcr, called boondoong, that feizes tLcm fuddcnly, fwells then- bo
dies, and gives way to no remedy yet difcovcrcd. The molt part oTTni; * j 

milk ^ 



S YJ M A T R A. 95 

PP*" 

milk and butte^equired by the Europeans (the natives ufing neither) 
is fupplicd by them ; and the milk i« richer than what is there produced 
t y the cow j but not in the fame quantity: 

Though we have given to the carlow the name of huffalo, it is an 
animal very diiFerent from that known in the fouthern parts of Europe, 
by the fame appellation, from the hide of which the buiF leather is fup-
pofed to be manufadlurcd. This from the defcription given in fome 
of our books of natural hiftory, refcmbles what we call in India, the 
Madagafcar bull; efpecially in the flcfhy protaberance rifing irom the.:-
neck, and extending over the flioulder *. The carbow is a beaft of great«r 
and more equal bulk, in the extent of the barrel. The legs arc ihorter 
than thofe of the ox ; the hoofs larger ; the horns, which ufually turn 
backward, but fometimes point forward, are always in the pla'ne of the <> 
forehead, differing in that refpedt from thofe of all other cattle. Ex-
cepting^gr to the extremities, the horns are rather fquare than round ; 
contain Tmich folid fubftance, and are*valuable in manufadture. The 
tail hangs down to the middle joint of the leg only, is fmall, and termi
nates in a bunch of hair, which is very rare in all parts of the body ; 
fcarccly fcrving to cover the hide. The neck is thick and finewy, nearly 
Tound, but fomewhat flatted at top; and has little or no dewlap depen
dent from it. The organ of generation in the male has an appearance, 
as if the extremity were cut off. It is not a falacious animal. The fe
male goes nine months with calf, which it fuckles during fix, from four 
teats. When croffing a river, it exhibits the iingular fight, of carrying 
the young one on its back. It has a weak cry, in a fliarp tone, very un
like the lowing of oxen. 

The luxury of the carbow confifts in rolling itfelf in a muddy pool, 
which it forms in any fpot, for its convenience, during the rainy wea-
tjjfir *This it CTJoys in a high'degree, dcxteroufly throwing with its 

'v^ ) horn, 

^ Since I wrote the above \ have been infoi'mtd, that the Italian buffhlo doet not mucb differ la 
appeannct from the carbwii, anfl Uat no protubcruicr (mm tlie neck. The beft engravrd repre-
Xdmioti I have fron of the Malay buffalo, it io a work entitled JonJIonui dt ^adr«l>nliius, Plate 
X.X. Fig. I, Xbe itoxnt, however, are there too /mall, the tail ttio long, aiul the putlc enils i s ii 
>«i>t, I . 
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horn, the water and flime, when not of a fufficiciit dv 
its back and fides^ Their blood perhaps is oH a hot te 
vh;ch,this indulgence, quite neceflary to their healt 
lb dcfirable -̂ 0 them; and the mud encrufting on tl 
thtm from the attack of infefts, which otherwifa 
blcfome. The natives Jight fires for them at nigl 
fmokc may have the fame efFcdt, and they have, of tl 
fagacity to lay themfelves down to leeward, that thej 
benefit of it. 

» • 

^yhcy are diftinguiflied into two forts; the whij 
are equally employed in work, but the former is fclij 
Some of the people fay, that this exemption is ov 
teemed facred,,.but 1 was affured by a learned padrf 

vforbidd^ by the Koraan, or any religious injun«5lic 
lays eat it, at times, without fcruplc; cfleeming it hi 
to the black buffalo. The Rejnngs alfo have no 
it. Some of them eat i t ; and fome refufc, on thel 
duced the Rechabitea to drink no wine, and to Ii\ 
their forefathers: whilft others are deterred by the acci 
that have attended i t ; the body being obferved to 
in blotches. Poflibly the whitenefs of the buffal< 
fome fpecies of diforder, as is the cafe with thofe 
pegros. 

It is faid not to be properly a wild animal of the con 
ing in every parr; which the name of carhow gellan ( 
to thofe found in the woods, fcems to confirm, 
were at firft wild, but were afterwards, from their v 
all catchcd, and domcfticatcd by degrees, or kiUct 
take them. When they now colledl in the wootis 
ftray cattle ; as the people of a conquered provi 
cover their natural liberties, are ftyled rebels. Thj 
commonly found in numbers together, Jjcing t 
paffengers, than when met with fingly. Like the 
antipathy to a red color. Wbeq, wild, they run cxr 
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pace with the fpeed of a common horfe. Upon .an attaclc, or alarm, 
they f!y for a ihort diftance, and then fuddcnly face about, and draw 
up in battle array with furprizing (luickncfs and regularity ; thqir borns 
being laid back, and their muzzles projcding. Upon the nearer ap
proach of the danger that prcfTcs on them, they make a fccond flight, 
and a fecond time hair, and form : and this excellent mode of retreat, 
which but few nations of the human race have attained to fuch a degree 
of difciplinc as to adopt, they continue tifl they "gain a neighbouring 
TOod. Their principal foe, nc?:t to man, is the tiger; but only the 
ceakerfort, and the females, fall a ccrtab prey to this ravager utbc 
iurdy male buffalo can fupport the firft vigorous flroke from the tiger's 
_)aw, on which the fate of the battle ufually turns. 

Of Birds there is a much greater variety than of bcafts. To ©numerate BirJi. 
the different fpecics is quite beyond my power. The moft obvious are 

. follows : but I do not offer this lift, as containing a tenth part of 
vhat might be fovind on the ifland, by a pevfon v»'ho Ihould confine his 
sfearches to this -fubjeft. 

The iee-vw, or famous Sumatran or Argos pheafant, of which no com
plete fpccimen has been hitherto fcen in Europe, is a bird of uncom-

lon beauty : the plumage being perhaps the moft rich, without any de* 
of gaudlnefs, of all the feathered race. It is found extremely dif-
to bp kept alive for any confiderable time after catching it in the 

It. I have iiiever known it effected for above a month. It has an 
thy to the light. When kept in a darkened place, it appear* at 
?, and£pDetimes makes ufe of the note or call from which it takes 
•je, and which is rather plaintive, than harih like the peatock's. In 

)pen day it i? quite moped and inanimate. The head is not equal in 
to the refl of the bird. 1 he flefli, of which I have eaten, pcrfcdly 

>bU.* tEJWfof cclmnaon pbcaiants, but it i» of much larger fizc. Thefc 
I abound in the wqods. 

There 
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There Is a great variety of the ftork kind; fome of prodigious fize, 
and othcrvvife curious; as the hoorong cambhig, and boorong eolar. Of 
doves there are two fpecies, which have many varieties; the one. 
brown, called hllum, and the other green, called pooni. The pooni-jamho 
is a very beautiful bird. It is fm.lller than the ufual fize of. doves: the J 
back, wings, and tail are green : the breaft and crop are white, but the 
front of the latter has a light fliade of pink : the forepart of the head 
is of a deep pink, refembling the bloflbm of the jamboo fruit, from'^ 
whence its name : the white of the breaft is continued in a narrow ftreak, 
having the green on one fide and pink on the other, half round the eye, '̂ ^ 
which is large, full, and yellow ; of which color is alfothe beak. They 
will live upon boiled rice, and>paddee, but their favorite fooJ, when 
wild, is the berry of the rum-pooni; doubilcfs therefore fo called. 

Of the-parrot kind are many fpecies; as the kaykayj cocafoa; par 
qaet, and/oory. There are alfo, the kite; crow (gagba) ; plover (fi 
reoling); fnipe ; quail {cooyoo) ; Wildduck; teal {beleebee) ; watcr-her 
lark; fca-lark; curlew j domcftic hen (^*yam), fome with black bone| 
and fome of the fort we call Friczland or negro fowls; Hen of the 
{ayam baroogo) ; thejage breed of fowls, which abound in the fouthcs 
end qf Sumatra, and weftern of Java, are remarkably large : I 
fecn a cock peck off of a common dining table -. when fatigued, 
fit down on the firft joint of the leg, and arc then taller than the 
mon fowls. It is ftrange if the fame country. Bantam, produces 111 
wife the diminutive breed that goes by that name. Paddec birds (i 
rong peepfe)^ fomething like our fparrows, are in great plenty, and 
ftroy the grain. The dial (mevri) has a pretty, but ihort note; the 
being no bird on the ifland which fings. The minor \t(«mg) has 
faculty of imitating human fpcech in greater perfeftion than any 

of the feathered tribe; there are both black, and yellow of tbel 
' f } 

Owls, particularly die great horned one ; ftarling; kingfifljgr j^f«ralj[| 
(Jyattg); f*igiifigt or rhinoceros bird : this^s chiefly regj-srwiblgiDr wl 
ifs called the horn, which reaches half way down the jSiH, and then 
wp: the length of the bill of one 1 nacafured, was ten inches 

1 
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half ; the breadth, including the horn, fix and an half % len^ti, from 
beak to tail, four feet; wings, four feet, fix inches; height one 
foot; length of neck, one foot : the beak is whitifli i rhe horn, 
}ellow and red, the body black; tail white and ringed with black ; 
rump, and feathers on the legs» down to the heel, white ; claws, three 
before and one behind : the iris red. la a hen chick there was no 

t appearance of a horn, and the iris was whitifli. They eat either boiled 
p r i c e , or tender flefti meat. 

Of Reptiles there is fome variety. The lizard fpecies are in abun- ii,pt;i„, 
ance ; from the eekay, which is ten or twelve inches long, and rtlakes a 
ery Angular noife, to the fmalleft hcnjfe lizard, of which I have fecn ,„ 

fome fcarce half an inch in length. They arc produced from eggs, 
about the fize of a wren's. A remarkable circumftancc refpefting them, 
which I do not find mentioned in the accounts of any writer, is, that • 
on a flight ftroke, and fometimcs through fear alone, they lofe their v. 

tails ; which foon begin to grow again. The tail may be fcparatcd, with 
he fmalleft force, and without lofs of blood, or evident pain to the • 
nimal, at any of the vertebra. The grafs lizard is a fpecies between 

ife two. There is, I believe, no clafs of living creatures, in which the " ' * 
idations may be traced with fuch minutenefs and regularity, as, in this, 
m the fmall houfe lizard abovcmentioned, to the largeft aligator or 

crocodile, a chain may be obferved containing almoft innumerable links, 
f which the remoteft will have a ftriking refcmblancc to each other, and 
:m, at firft view, to differ only in bulk. The houfe lizard is the 

irgcft animal that can walk in an inverted fituation : one of thcfe, o£ 
izc fufficient to fwallow a cockroach, runs on the ceilingof a room, and 
1 that pofturc feizes its prey with the utmoft facility. This they are 

enabled to do, from the rugofc make of their feet, with which they ad-
sre ftrongly to the fmootheft furface : fometimes however, on fpring-

too. ^a ĵerly at a fly, they lofc their hold, and fall to the ground. 
Phey'ft*c alwayt. cold to the*touch, and yet the tranfparency of the ho

of fome of tncm, Utews as that their fluids have as brift. a circuU< 
as in other animals: in none that I have fecn, is the periftaltic mo< 

O a tioQ 
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tioB fa obvious as in thefe. The female carries two eggs it a time, 
in the lower, and one in the upper part of the abdomen, on oppofiii 
ifides. They are called by the Malays " chcecbab," from the noife tt 
make* 

The cameleon, and the flying lizard arc alfo found on Sumatra. T h d 
former, including the tail, arc abdi^t a foot and a half long ; green,! 
V'tth bfown fpors, as I have tirt'm prcferved. When fecn alive in tK« 
woods, they are generally green ; but not from the refleftion of the 
trees, as fomc have fuppofed; and when caught, they ufually turn 

' brown ; fecmingly the effeft of fear, as men become pale. Like other 
of the genus, they feed on flics, which the large fizc of their mouttil 
Js well adapted for catching. They harve five long toes, armed wit 
flurp claws, on the fore and hit\d feet. Along the fplne, from the hea 
to the middle of the back, little rticmbranes ftand up, like the teeth ot 
a faw. The flying lizards are about eight inches long. The merabranel 
which conflitutc'S the wings, and which docs not extend from, and con-| 
neft with, the fore and hind leg, as in the bat fpecies, is about two qr^ 
three inches in length. They have flapped ears, and a kind of bag, or al-
phorges, nndcr the jaws. In other refpedts "they much refemble the] 
cameleon in appearance. They do not take diftant flights, but merely] 
from tree to tree, or from one bough to another. The country peopU 
take them in fjpringes fattened to the items. 

With frogs tind toi3vthe fwamps cVcry -where abound. Thclc fall 
prey to the fnakes, which are found here of all fizes; though the largef 
I ever happened to fee, v̂ îs no more than twelve feet long. This wafti 
killed in a hen-houfe, where it was devouring the poultry. It Is ver 
furprizing, but no left true, that they will fwallow animals of three • 
or fout times thrir own apparent bulk or circumference ; having in their] 
jaws or throat, a compreflive force, that'reduces the prey to a conve-j 
nicnt dimenfion. I have feen a fmall :hake, ,with the hind 1«^ ofjj^ frogi 
flicking out af its mouth, each of them nearly equ^l to the fmallecf 
parts of its own body, which in the thickeft did ncJt exceed a mao^ 

litt 
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li;;! finger. The ftorics told, of their fwallowing deer and bufFalos, 
in Ceylon and Java, almoft choke my belief, but I really cannot cake 

^ me to pronounce them falfe. If a fnake of three or four inches di
eter, Can gorge a fowl of fix or eight inches, I fee not but that a 

e of thirty feet in length, and proportionate bulk and ftrcngth, 
fnight fwallow almoft any beaft; after having fmaflied the bones, which 
tiK\ are faid to do by twining round the animal. I imagine that the bite 
of very few of the fnakes of Surfiatra is mortal, as I have never met 
with a well authenticated inftance of any perfon fufflring from them, 
though they are very numerous, and frequently found in the houfes. -; 
The hooded fnake is found in the country, but is not common. ' 

Infc<Ŝ s, the ifland may literally be faid to fvrarm with. I doubt \i infefts 
there is any part of the world, where greater variety is to be found ; but 
this branch of natural knowledge has of late years become fo eXircmely 

^in])rehenfive, that I cannot take upon me to fay there are many new 
undefcribed fpecics. It is probable * however that there are a few; f 

i^n order to afcertain thcfc, it is neceffary to have an accurate know-
1 of thofe akeAdy claffed, which I ilo not prettnd to. . I Ihall only 
fome few remarks upon the aiit fpecics, the multitudes of which 

rrun the country, and its varieties are not lefs extraordinary than its 
ihcn. The white ant, or termcs, I had intended a dcfcription of,. y-
I an account of its deftruftivc effefts, but this fubjed has lately been 

r^laboriatcly treated by Mr. Smeathr^an*, who had an opportunity of 
nng them in Africa, that I purpofely omit it as fuperfluous. Of thft ; 

itar, the following diftindions arc the moft obvious. The great red ; 
^called by the Malays " cniH^o ;" this is about three fourths of an s 

^h long; bites fcverely, and ufualJy leaves its head, as a bee its fling, 
wound : it is found moftly on trees and bufheSj and 'forms its 

[by fattening together, with a glutinous matter, a colleiHon of the 
of a bough, as they grow. The (cmnie/i red ant, reftmbiing our 

Yic mhut-t.. red ant, miich fmalkr than the former. There 

* S«61'biioCbpbica' Traknf»£Uon> for the y<u 17S i . 
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arc alfo, the large black ant, not equal in fize to the crango, but with a 
head of extraordinary bulk; (ht commoti black ant; &nd the minute black 
ant. Tbefc I fay are the moft ftriking difcriminations} but the clafle^ 
arc in fadt, by many times more numerous, not only in the various gra
dations of fizc, \)\ii in a circumftance which I do not recollcdl to have 
bcea attended to by any naturalift; and that is, the difference with 
whieh they afTed the tafte, when put into the mouth ; which often hap. 
pens without defign, and gave me the firft occufion of noticing this 
fingular mark of variety. Some are hot and acrid, fomc bitter, and 
fome four as verjuice. Perhaps this will be attributed to the dffei tat 

•^ kitids of food they have accidentally devoured; but I never found one 
which tafted fwcet, though I.have caught them in the fadt of robbing a; 
fugar or honey pot. Each fpccies of ant is a declared enemy oi the other,^ 
and never iutfcrs. a divided empire. Where one party effedts a fettle-
ment, the other is expelled; and in general they arc powerful in pro
portion to their bulk; except the white ant, which is beaten from the 
field by others of inferior (ize; 'and for this rcafoa it is a common expe
dient to ftrew fugar on the floor of a warehoufe, in order to allure the for- . 
micae to the fpot, who do not fail to combat and overcome the ravaging, 
but unwarlike termites. 
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roduBfont of the ijland conjidered as articles of commerce, Pep^ ' ' 

\ per trade. Cultivation of pepper. Camphire. Benjamin. Caf 

\fMt (ic. 

I F thofe produftions of Sumatra, which are regarded as articles of Peppee. 
jmmerce, the mod important and moft abundant is Pepper. This is 

objeft of the Eaft India company's trade thither, and this alone they / 
eep exclufively in their own hands ; their fervants, and merchants under • 
leir protection, being free to deal in every other commodity the country ^ 

Itffbrds. 

Many of the chief inhabitants in different parts of the ifland, having, Eftablithment 
fliall be elfewherc related more particularly, invited the Ejiglifh to 

8»rm fettlements in their refpcAive diftrids, faftories were accordingly 1 
Bftablifhed, and a permanency and regularity thus given to the trade^ 

lich was very uncertain whilft it depended upon the fuccefs of occa-
aal voyages to the coaft : difap]X)intments enfuing not only from fai-

of adequate quantities of pepper to furniih cargoes when required, j ., 
it alfo from the caprices and chicanery of the princes or chiefs with \ 

rhom the difpofal of it lay. Thefe inconveniences were obviated when ^ 
agents of the company were enabled, by their refidence on the fpot, to U^ '• 

finfped the ftate of the plantations, fccure the coUcdion of the produce, 
rand make an cflimate of the tonnage neceffary to traofmit it to Eurojie. 

In order to bind the native chiefs to the obfervance of their original 
[promiks and profeilions, and to eftablilh a plaufible claim in opposition 

Hhe attempts of rival European powers to interfere in the tfadc of the 
itry, Contradls, attended wit)i much form and folemnity, were en-

ftered into with the former; by which they engaged to oblige ail their 
fclcjftndants to culii#ate pepper, and to fecurc to us the cxclufive pur-
Ichafcof it; in rcturi:\ for which'thcy were to be protcded from their 

enemies. 
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enemies, fupported In the rights of fovereignty, and to be paid a cer 
allowance, or cuftom, on the produce of their refpedtive territories. 

Tiifi price for many years paid for the pepper, was ten Spanifh Dd 
Jars, or fifty fhillings per bahar of five hundred weight. By a fate ti 
lution of the Company, with a view to the encouragement of the pi 

.*•; ter», it has been increafed to fifteen dollars. The cuftoms or doty to i 
chiefs, varying in different diftridls according to fpecific agreemcnti 

^ :, may be reckoned on an average, at one dollar and an half per bahar. T l 
, kyw price at which the natives fubrait to cultivate pepper for us, 

which does not produce annually, to each man, more than eight doUarl 
according to the old rate of purchafc ; and the complete monoixJly 
have ohtatned of it, from Moco Moco northvvard, to Flat Point fout 

fM,».*: ward ; as well as the quiet and peaceable demeanor of the people ut 
fuch rsfl/i^ions, is doubtlefs in a principal degree owing to the 
liac manner in which this part of the ifland is cut off from 
communication with ftrangers,* (who might infpire the people * i 

. ideas of profit and of refiftance) by the furfs which rage along the fout| 
weft coafl, and almoft block up the rivers. The geheral want ofi 

j^ choragc too, for fo many leagues to the northward of the Straits of Sunc 

has in all ages deterred the Chinefc and other eaftem merchants, frc 
attempting to cftablifti ao intcrcourfe that muft have been attended wil 
imminent riflt, to unikilful navigators. Indeed I underftand it to be 
tradition among thofe who border on the fca coafts, that it is not many 
hundred years fince thefe parts began to be inhabited, and they all fpcak 

f of their defcent as derived from the more inland country.* Thus it 
appears that thofc natural obftrudlions which we arc ufed to lament pi 
the grcaicft detriment to our trade, are in faft advantages to which it in 
a great mehfure owes its exlftcnce. In the northern countries of the 

* Buulieu, who vifited Sumatn in l i t* , aad tool much paint to icquin aatbeotic informa* 
tion, ftysthatihc fouihernpan of the wtt coaft wa» thfn woody and uninhjibitedi'atid though 
tlii* vrai doubtlcft nut Ariftiy true, yet it /hews the ideai cnKriaioe^'on the fuhjc£t by Ibt 
Maiayt, of wttom he made hi> eiujuiric'i and pror« kow hide coiaaiumcatioa tbere was with t'le 
foutbcrn pcoplt. ' 

ifland. 



m 
% U"M A 1* ^"Ar i%| 

JC'jiflarid, where the people are numerous and their ports good, they are 
v', found to be independent alfo, and refufe to cultivate plantationsj upon •.-. 
•'any other terms, than thofe on which they can difpofc of the nrotluce " 

of them to private traders. 

The pepper-plant being fcientifically arranged in our catalogues, and ReppetPkat. 
accurately dcfcribed by good writers, it is almoft unnecefTary for mc to 
hy, that it is a vine, or creeping plant, with a ligneous ftalk, and dark 
green leaves, heart ihaped, pointed, not poignant to the tafte, and having 
but little or no fmell. The bloflbm is fmall and white, and the friiit 
hangs in bunches refcmbling thofe of the currant-tree, but longer and' 
Icfs pliant. It is four or five months in coming to maturity. The ber
ries are at firft green, turning to a bright red when ripe and in pcrfeftion, •, ,4 
and foon fall off, if not gathered in proper time. As the whole cluftcr 
does not ripen at once, part of the berries would be loft in waiting for 
the latter ones : it is therefore neceffany to pluck the bunch, as foon as 1 ^ 
its firft berries ripen; and it is even ufual to gather them green, when 
they attain to their full growth. Small bafkets flung over the fliouldcr, 
and a triangular ladder are ufed in collecting the fruit; which, when 4 ; 
gathered, is fprcad out upon mats, or fmooth fpots of clean, hard ground/ ' " V 
without the garden. It there foon dries, and loofcs its color, becoming 
black and flirivellcd, as we fee it in Europe. That which is gathered 
at a proper age, will (hrivel leaft : if plucked too foon, before the berry '^ 
has acquired the due degree of hardncfs, it will in a ftiort time, by re
moval from place to place, become mere duft. When fprcad to dry, 
ii undergoes a kind of winnowing, to render it perfc<5tly clean. Af 
there will ftill, however, be light pepper among it, the planter being 
willing to throw away as little as poffible, it muft again be garbled at the 
fc.ile, by machines for that purpofe. A common trial of its goodnefs, 
is by rubbing it hard between both hands : if this produces little or no 
cfRd on it, the oepper is fourxi; but if it has been gathered too young, 
ox has been fuffered to lie too ^ong upon the earth, in moid weather, 

' ' P Jigre^at 
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fWfttpart oFIt will be reduced to duft. Pepper which has fallen 
the ground over-ripe, and been gathered from thence, will be known 1 
being deprived of its outer coat, It is in this (late, an iiifecior kind ( 
white p'eppcr. 

Cultivation of 

•$ 

In the cultivation of pepper, the firft circumftance that claims Jrt< 
tciition, and on which indeed the whole depends, is the choice of pro 
per grounl. The experiments hitherto made by Europeans have ni 
been fufficicntly accurate, to determine the particular foil that f.iitg 
bcft; but it appears to thrive with nearly equal vigor in all the diffcrew 
kinds between the two extremes ; offand, which prevails through thi 
low country near the fca coad.' and of the barren, yellow clay, ofwhid 
is formed the greater part of ihe rtUng grounds, as they" approach thi 
hills, The latter indeed, at greater or lefs depth, conftitutcs general: 
ti>e baiis even of the bcft foils; t u t when covered by a coat of mi 
not left than a foot deep, it is fufficiently fertile for every purpofe 
this cultivation. The level ground, along the banks of rivers, if not f4 
low as to be flooded by the frelhes, or even then, if thf water does n 
remain upon it above a day, affords in general the moft eligible fpot! 
both in point of fertility, and the convenience of water carriage for tb 
produce. Declivities, unlefs very gentle, are to be avoided; as tĥ  
mould, loofcned by culture, is liable in fuch fituations, to befwept awa 
by the heavy rains. Even plains, however, when covered by long gra 
only, will not be found to anfwer, without the affiftance of the- ploug! 
and of manure ; their long expofurc to the fun, exhaufting the fource 
their fertility. How far the produce in general might be encrcafcd 
the iiUTodudion of thefe improvements in agriculture, I cannot take u 
mc to fay, bvit I fear, that from th^ natural indolence of the peopl 
and their averfencfs from the buftocfs of pcppcr-jJanting, owing in grei 
xnealure to the fmall returns it yields thcni, they will never be prevail 
Upon to take more pains with it than they .now do. The planter, then 
fore, depending more upon the natural quality of the'foil, than on a 
improvement it may receive from his labor, wil' find none to fu 
his purpofc better than that covered with old woods; whoie rottil 

ttu 
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[trunks, and falling leaves, irifure to him a degree of fertility, fuperior 
itp any that is likely to be given to other ground, by a people with 
[whom agriculture is in its infancy. Such fpots arc generally chofen by 
the induftrious among them for their laddahgi (paddec or riptJ'planta-

Ttions); and though the labor that attends them is confiderable, and it 
f may be prefumcd that their fertility can fcarcdy be lo foon exhaufted, 

:is very feldom that they feek from the fame ground, a fecondcrop of 
ILtain. Allured by the certainty of abundant produce from a virgin foil, 

having land for the moft part at will, they renew their labor annu-
lly, and defert the plantations of the preceding year. Such deferred 
plantations, however, are often favorable for pepper gardens; and }^ung 
voods, of even three or four years growth (balookar), frequenfly coVcr 
jround of this nature, equal to any that is to be met with. Upon the 
?holc, where variety of fituations admits of choice, the preference is to 
be given, to level ground ; moderately elevated ; covered with wood; 

near as may be to the banks of rivers or rivulets ; and .the furiacedf 
vhofe foil is a dark mould of proper depth. This is to be cleared as for 

laddang; the underwood being firft cut down, and left forac days to 
tvither, before the larger trees arc felled. When completely dry, and 
IJfter fomc continuance of fair weather, the whole is burned ; and if ef> 

pdually done, little is wanting to render the fpot as clear as is requjfitc. 

ki The garden ground is then marked out, k regular fquarcs of fix feef, 
'five Malay covits, the intended diftance of the plants, of which there 

re ufually a thoufand in each garden. The next bufinefs is to plant 
>e chiiikarecns. Thcfc arc to ferve as props to the pepper-vines, (as 

Ijbe Romans planted elms for their grapes) and are cuttings of a tree 06 
lat name, put in the ground fcvcral months before the pepper, that the 
ĵ oot may be flrong enough to fupport the plant, when it comes to twine 
ptund it. Sometimes the chinkarecns arc chofen fix ictt long, and the 
le is then planted the fame f|pafon, or as foon as the former is fuppofcd 

ihave taken root : but the principal objcdlions to rJiis method arc, that 
\-iach flate, rhcy #re very .liable to fail, and require renewal, to the 

}udu:c of the garden ; that their (hoots are not fg viguiocs as'tliofc c^ 

P 2 the 
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th« ihoft cuttings i'^ftd that thty frequently grow crooked. The cir^j 
cumftanccs which render the chinkarecn particularly proper for this pur-
pofe, arc, its eafinefs and quicknefs of growth ; and the little thorns or j 
fpines \\Kth which it is armed, enabling the vine more firmly to adhere ; 
toir. Some, indeed, prefer the bitter chinkarecn, (with a brownifti red' 
Jlower) though fmooth, to the prickly, (bearing a white) becaufe the ele-jj 
phant, w"hich often proves deftrudtivc to the gardens, avoid*; the tormer. 
on account of its difagrecable tattc, though it is not deterred by the fpines, 
from devouring the other fpccics. Thefc, however, are more generally! 
in ufe. 

J; When "the chinkarecn has been fome months planted, the moft promU 
fing, perpendicular ihoot, is to be refcrved for growth, and the reft 
be lopped off; and when it has attained to the htight of two, or at mod] 
two fathoiliS and a half, it is to be headed or topped ; no further height! 
being required. 

It has been often doubted, whether the growth and produce of the 
pepper-vine, is not confidcrably injured by the chinkarecn, which muft ] 
rob it of its proper nourilhmenr, by exhaufting the earth. On this 
principle, the vine, in other of the eaftern iflands, and particularly aCj 
Borate Proper, is fup^xtrted by poles that do not vegetate, as arc hops ia j 
England. Yet it is by no means clear to me, that the Sumatran methodj 
is fo difadvantageous as it may feem. By reafon of the pepj>er vinel 
lading many years, whilft the poles, cxpofed to the fuu and rain, and 
loaded with a confidcrable weight, cannot be fuppofcd to laft abov^ 
two feafons; there muft be a frequent Ihifting, which, notwithftandin| 
the utmoft care, muft tear the plants, and often deftroy them. Bcfidej 
it may perhaps be the cafe, that the ftxeltcr from the violent rays of the 
fun, afforded by the branches o.* the Khinkarecn, to the plants, an<j 
which, during the dry moufoon, is of jhe utmoll confcqucncc, maj 
go near to counterbalance the injury occaftODcd by their soots : not to ic 
fift on the opinion of a celebrated writer» that tree*. » ^ n g as fiphoni 
derive from the air, and tranlhiit to the earthy as uiuch of the principk 

file:////Kth
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:.f vegctatton, as is expended in their rtouriftimcnt. 1 believe it is not ob- ' 
lervcd, that ground, covered with large trees or other perennials, is much^ 
inpoverifhcd by them; which perhaps may only be the cafe ^^th an-*'*, 
ruals. Of this however I do not pretend to judge. . y o * 

The chinkareens are planted one fathom, or one fathom and a quarter, 
afunder, that they may not impt'de each other's growth, or kcep' 
too much of the air from the vines. The boughs are carefully lopt" 
from the ftem, and the top cut in fuch a manner,, as to make it ex-' 
j'and jrfelf, for the ^jurpofe of more effetStually Shading the garden.' 
7 he |>ro|)er f afon tor lopping them, is during the rainy months, or 
November, December, and January, which, befidc the view to thehP 
Ihooting forth again towards the dry feafon, prevents the plants fronr ' •. 
Icing injured by the dropping from the branches. Great affiduity Ij* 
.equired of the planters, to keep the gardens from being over-run with*' 

[weeds and (hmbs, which would foon (jhokc the plants. Thefe they rc-
Imove with the prang (bill^ and hoc ; taking care not to injure the rootr 
[of the |>epper : yet, in the hot months of J^lnc, July, antl Auguft, they 
IfufFcr the ground to remain covered with la// ng (long gra(s), as it con-
[tributes to mitigate the effc<fls of the violent heat upon the earth, and 

prefervcs the dews, that at this time fall copioufly, a longer time <Jn thrf 
[ground ; which tends much to encourage the growth of the young vines', 
[and thofe newly tttrved down. 

The plants of the pepper are moft commonly taken from the flioo^ 
Iflwtrun along the earth, from the foot of an old vine; and as thefc, 

almoft e^ery knot or joint, ftrike roots into the ground, and ihoot' 
Ivp perpendicularly, a firigle joint, in this ftate, is a firfficient plant for 

pag;irion'. It rcquire<. at firft fonie little afliftance, to train it to the 
linkarten ; but it uill fooii *fecure \H hold, by the fibres that fprcaJ 

Ibm the joints of it* Hcfri anci branches. 

""Two vines arc gAJtralty planted to one chinkareen. Thefe are fufferCtl 
lo grew for three years, with only a little occafional attention; by 

1 which 
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which time they attain, accordihg as the foil is fertile, the height of'j 
eight to twelve feet, and begin to Ihcw their fiuit. Then the operation 
of turnm doysn^ is performed ; for which, moderate rainy weather is ne-
ccflary. ^ b c y arc cut off about three feet from the ground, and being, 
loofcned from the prop, are bent into the earth, in fuch a manner, that'! 
the upper end of the remaining ftem returns to the roots, lying horizon
tally, and forming a kind of circle. This, by laying as it were a newr-j 
foundation, is fuppoffd to give frcfti vigor to the plants, and they bear-
plentifully the enfuing fcafon; whereas, if permitted to run up in the '"^ 
natural *ay, they would exhauft themfelves in leaves, and produce but 
little Vruit. The garden ihould be turned down at the feafon when 
the ckifters begin to ripen ; and there is (aid to be a great nicety in hit-^ij 
ting the exact limc; for if il be done too foon, the vines fometimes d« 
not bear for three years afterwards, like frelh plants; and on the othc 
hand alfo, 'the produce is retarded, when they omit to turn thciii down 
till after the fruit is gathered ; which, avarice of prcfent, at the expence 
of future advantage, fometimes inclines them to. It is not very material 
how many ftems the vine may have, in its firft growth, but after turn
ing down, two onlj', (or, if very ftrong, one) muft be fuffered to rife, 
and cling to the chinkareen : more arc fupcrfluous, and only weaken 
the whole. The furplus number may however be advantagcouily ufed, 
by being cut off at the root, on turning down, and tranfplanted either 
to the chinkarecns, whofe vines have failed, or to others, encreafing thi 
garden. With thcfe off-fcts, whole gardens may be at once planted, and 
the ftem thus removed will bear as foon, or nearly fo, as that from which 
it has been taken. The chinkareen intended to receive them muft, ol 
courfc, be propartionably large. Where the plants or off-fcts of this 
kind (called,Airfc angore), can be procured in plenty, from gardens that 
are turning down, they arc fometimes planted of the fuH fize, two fa
thoms ; by which means, fruit may be o^jtained, at farthcft, by the fe- -^ 
cond fcafon. The luxuriant fidc-flioots frpm the vines arc. to be plucked ,:4' 
off; as well as thofc that creep along the ground, unlcfs where they may t:. 
be require^ (or plants; and if the head oil th^ vine becomes too buihy;, ft 

mwft b /̂grvvncd away. -./. 
Befides |^i; 
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Befides the method already defcribcd, of turning down vines, the plan
ters fometimes praftife the following. The original vine when cut 

* fhort, is not bent into the earth, but two or three of the beft flioots from 
it are turned down, and let to filing up at fome diftance ; .being ftill 
brought back, and trained to the fame chinkareen. By this means th« 

juriflimcnt is collected frooi a more extenfive circuit of earth. Somc-
les the gardens arc fuffered to grow without turning down at all j 

^ut as the produce is fupi)ofed to be confidcrably injured by the ne-
;!ed, and doubdcfs with rcafon, the contrary is enjoined by the ftrifteft 
rders. " • 

\. When the vii>e« originally planted to afty of the chinkareens, are ob« 
rved to fail irniirs; inftL-ad of replacing them with new plants, they 
equently condud one of the ihoots, or fuckers, from a neighbouring 
ic, to the fpot, through a trench made in the ground, and there luffer 

fto rife up anew; often at the diftance of twelve or fourteen l^ox from 
Stc parent ftock. • . ; # 

I; This pradtice of turning down the vines, which appears very fingulai.,; 
certainly contributes to the duration, as well as ftrength of the plant*^ 

JBi;t probably may amount to nothing more than a fubftitutc for tranfplan* .,, 
ien. The people of Europe obfcrving that j^lants often fail to 

jrive, when permitted to grow up in the fame beds where they were flrftu 
kt, found it expedient to remove thco), at a certain period of their growth, Jj 

frefli fituations. The Sumatrans ojafcrving the hiXi^ failure, in the 
ci^c, had recourfe to nearly the (ame alternative j but eCedtcd it in a 
rent, and perhaps more advantageous mode. It ihould be remarked, 

it attempts have been.made tp propagate the pep, er bj; cuttings, or 
p.jrers, ciiiled iLarrangy inltwd of tht' uiual nictnod ; wfjich at firjl 
enicd to promilc ^eac fucwcfs; but it was iound that ihefc did not con-

i ^ u e to_ hear fgr^u equal nuiubcr ot yi-ars; which was a powerful aj-
icntior (UicontinuiAg tht cxpcriuiciit. 

* • 
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The vines, as has been obferved, generally begin to bear in three year 
from the time of planting; but their produce i> retarded for one, or pet;; 
haps two years, by the procefs of turning them down. This afterward 
.continuas to encreafe, till the fevcnth or eighth year, when the gardci 
itcfteeined in prime; and that ftate it maintains, according to the goc 
rtefb of the foil, for one, two, or three years, when it gradually declines 
till it grows too old to bear. Fruit has been gathered from fome at 
age of twenty years ; butfuch iiiftances arc very uncommon. 

A man and woman, if induftrious, may with eafe look after a gardes 
of i tboufai#: vines; befides raifing paddee fufficient for their fubfift-
crtGO : or one hard working 'man cap perform it In order to lighten 
the talk, a crop of grain is comruunly, and may without detriment, be 
raifed from the garden ground in the firft feafon. When cleared, juf|^'<j 
before thfcy fow the 'paddee, the fljort chinkaieeus arc to be planted •, and 
when it is reaped, and the halm of it cleared awaj*̂ , thefe arc of propeij 
age to receive the vines. By thus uniting the objefts of his cultur 
the planter may have a garden formed, without any other (for a fea^ 
fon) than the ufual labor ncceffary for failing provifion for his family. 

T4ic pepper gardens are planted in even rows, running parallel and ai; 
right angles'with each other. Their appearance is very beautiful, and ren«'̂  
dered more ftriking by the contraft they exhibit to the wild fcenes of nature 
which furround them. In highly cultivated countries, fucb as £ngland»i>^ 
Where landed property is all lined out, and bounded and interfered with'^ 
walls and hedges, we endeavor to give our gardens and plcafure grounds^ 
the charm of variety and novelty, by imitating the wildnefles of nature, J 
in ftudled irregularities. Winding walks, hanging woods, cra| 
roclts, falls of water, are all looked upon as improvements ; and tl 
ftately avenues, the canals, and lawns of our anceftors, which afiForde 
the beuuty of contraft, in ruder times, are now exploded. Thii 
difference of tafte is not merely the effeft of ca{>fire, nor entirely of rear 
finement, but rcfults from the change of c'rcumftpnces. A man wuo 
^ould, itteropt to exhibit on Sumatra, the modern, or irregular ftyle of 

lading 
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laying out grounds, would attrad but little attention, as the unimproved 
fcenes adjoining on every fide, would probably eclipfc his labors. 

• Could he, on the contrary, raife up, amidft theic magnificent wilds, 
one of the antiquated parterres, with its canals and fountains, whofe 
f}'mmetry he has learned to defpife -, his work would produce admiration 
and delight. A pepper garden cultivated in England, would not, in 
point of external appearance, be confidered as an objcdt of extraordi
nary beauty, and would be particularly found fault with for its unifor
mity ; yet, in Sumatra, I never entered one, after travelling many miles, 
as is ufually the cafe, through the woods, that I did not find myfclf af-
feiled with a ftrong fenfation of pleafure. Perhaps the fimple view of 
human induftry, fo fcantily prcfented in that ifland, might contribute to 
this pleafure, by awakening thofe focial feelings that nature has infpircd 
us with, and which make our breads glow on the perception of whatever 
indicates thehappinefs of our fellow creatures. " 

« 

Once in every year, a furvey of all the pepper plantations is taken 
by the Company's European fcrvants, refident at the various fcttla-nents, 
in the neighbourhood of which that article is cultivated. The number 
of vines in each particular garden is counted; accurate obfervation \i 
made of its ftate and condition ; orders are given, where neccflary; for 
further care, for completion of ftipulatcd quantity, renewals, changes 
of fituation for better foil; and rewards and punifhments are distributed 
to the planters, as they appear, from the degree of their induftry or re-

iffhefs, deferving of either. Memorandums of all thcfc are noted In 
,e furvey-book, which, befide giving prcfcnt information to the chief, 
d to the governor and council, to whom a copy is franfmittcd, fervc? 

as a guide and check for the furvey of the fuccceding year. An ab-
ftraft of the form of the book is as follows. It is divided into fundrj* 
columns, containing the name of the village; the names of the planters; 
the number of chinkareens pknted; the number of vincrjuft planted ; 
of young vines, notVftp a beajlng ftate, three clafles^>w /ears ; of 
youn,g vines b a bearbg ftate, three cJaflci j of vines i n n r u n e ; 
of thofe on decline; of thofe that are old, but Hill prodisfiiive | 
tlie total numbci; and iaftly the quantity of pepper received 

Q^ during 
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dining the year. A fpace is left for occafional remarks, and at the con-
clufion is fubjoined a comparifon of the totals of each column, for t!i. 
whole diftrift or rcfidency, with thofe of the preceding year. Thi;; 
bufinels, t̂iie feadcr will perceive to be attended with confiderabl-
trouble, exclufivc of the aftual fatigue of the furvcys, which from tlic 
nature of the country, muft ncccflarily be performed on foot, in a 
climate not very favorable to fuqh excurllons. The journeys ia few 
places can be performed in lefs than a month, and often require a much 
longer time. 

The inhabitants, by the original contradts of the head men with the 
..company, are obliged to plant ascertain number of vines ; each family one 

thoufand, and each young unmarried man, five hundred j and in order 
. to keep up the fucccflion of produce, fo foon as theix gardens attain to 

their prime ftatc, they are ordered to prepare others, that they may begin to 
bear as the old ones fall ofT; but as this can feldom be enforced, till 

*thc decline becomes evident, and'as young gardens are liable to varioni 
* •ccidents, which older ones are exempt from, the fucceffion is rcndcrc 
f>»hcompleic, and the confequcnce is, that the annual produce of each 
' JiftridV fluftuates, and is greater or lefs, in the proportion of tJie quan 

tity of bearing vines to the whole number. To enter minutely into th 
detail of this bufinefs, will not afford much information or entertain 

';Oient to the generality of readers, who will however be furprized to hcj. 
that pepper planting, though fcarcely an ar^' fo little ikiU appears i 

• be employed in its cultivation, is neverthclefe a very abftrufe fcJencc 
The ptofoundcft inveftigations of very able heads have been beftowed c 
this fubjcft, which took their rife from the ccnfures naturally expreHl 
by the Dircftors at home to the Servants abroad, for a fuppofcd mi 
management, when the inveftmcnt, as it it| termed,, of pepper, decre; 
ed in comparifon with preceding years, and which the unfavorabi 
ncfs of feafon.s,did not by any means account for fatisfaftorily. T6 o 
viate fucH char'jrcs, it became ncceflary for the e-̂ nr'emic'tii who fupe 
tended the bufinefs, to pay attention to; and eat^^in the efficient cai 
which yaavoidably occafioned this fluftuation, and to eflabliih gc^u 

princlj 
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• « k -

priQciplcs of calculation, by which to determine at any time, the pro
bable future produce of the different rcfulencies. Thcfc will depend 
upon a knowledge of the medium produce of a determinate uuinbcr of 
vines, and the medium number to which this produce is to be d'pplied ; 
both of which are to be afcertained only from a coduprchehfive view of 
the fubjeft, and a nice difcrimination. Nothing ger>eral can be deter
mined from^tachcd inftances. It is not the produce of one particular 
plantation in one particular ftage of bearing, and in one particular fea-
fon; but the mean produce of all the various claffes of bearing vines 
colleftively, drawn from the experience of feveral years, that can alone be 
depended on in calculations of this nature. So in regard to the n>edium 
number of vines prefumed to cxift at ai;y rcfidency in a future year, to 
which the medium produce of a certain number, one thoufand for inftancc, 
is to be applied, the quantity of young vines of the firft, fccond and third 
year, muft not be indifcriminately advanced, in their whole, extent, to 
the next annual ftage, but a judicious allowance, founded on expciicncc, ffp 

muft be made, for the accidents to which, in fpite of a refidcnt's utmoft 
care, they will be expofed. Some are loft by ncgleft or death of 
the owner; fome are dcftroycd by inundations, others by elephants and 
wild buffalos, and fome by unfavorable feafons, and from thefe feveral 
confiderations, the number of vines will ever be found confiderably 
decreafed, by the time they have arrived at a bearing ftite. Anotlier im
portant object of confidcration, in thefe matters, is the comparative 
ftatc of a refidency at any particular period, with what may be juftly 
confidercdas its medium ftate. There muft exift a determinate propor
tion between any number of bearing vines, and fuch a number of young 
as are neceflary to replace them when they go off and keep up a regular 
fucceffion. This will depend in general upon the length of time before 
they reach a bearing ftate, and during which they afterwards continue id 

- it. If this certain proportion happen* at any time to be difturbcd, the 
produce muft become irregular.' Thus, if at any pcriajj ,̂ the number of 
bearing vines flfeW be| found to exceed their juft propcAter, "?f° ^^^ '0**^ 
number, the produc^^iiat fuch-period, is to be confidercu ^.^bove thp 
ine»n, and a fubfequcnt dccreafe may be with certainty pre^ifted, and 
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' vke verfd. If then this proportion can be i 

' pulation in a refidcncy afccrtaincd, it becomf 

medium number of bearing vines in that refid' 
• 'i: -

%* • 

' 'There are, agreeably to tbe form of the 
or clafies of vines, each advanced one year. 

• bearing, and five young. If therefore the 
accidents, but pafl'ed on from column to col 

' proportion of the bearing vines to the youn 
• or to the total, as fix to eleven. But the v 

hintad at, muft tend to reduce this proportioi 
' if any of the gardens fhould continue longei 

through all the ftages on the furvey book, 
one year in a prime ftatc, thcfe circumftancei 

' proportion. Wiiat then is the true mediu 
determined from experience, and by comparii 
at various fucccffive periods. In 6rder to afc 
gcnious gentleman, and able fervant of the 
whom I am indebted for the moft part of v\ 1 
reader on this fubjcft, drew out, in the yen 
rativ^ view of Manna refidcncy, from the f\ 
nexing the produce of each year. From i 
that the proportion of the bearing vines to t 
diftrift, Was no more than 5,1 to 11, inftead 
be the proportion if not reduced by accident 
the whole produce of the twelve years was di 
•ber of bearing vines during that period, the 
vines came out to be four hundred and fifty 
therefore beeftimatcd ai the medium produ 
fame principle of calculation being appjicd 1 
appeared, that-^Vit mean annual produce of 
the variou' chars of bearine;, taken coUefti^t 
tlcduccd H-dm the experience of twelve yc., 

• Mr. Jobn Cn%. 
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ids. It likewiic became evident from the ftatcmcnts drawn out 
"gentleman, that the medium annual produce of the company's 

Its on the weft coaft of Sumatra, ought to be cftimated at twelve 
terns, of fixteen hundred weight; which is corroborated by an 

litf the aiflual receipts for any confidcrablc number of years. 

[itiuch will be fufficient to give the reader an idea of pepper 
k as a fcicnce. How liar, in a commercial light, this produce 
I the Company's views in fupporting the fcttlcments, is foreign 

purpofe to djfcufs, though it is a fuhjedl on which not a little 
Jefaid. It is the hiftor)'of the ifland, and its inhabitants, and 

; European intercfts, that I atteriipt to lay before the public. 

[twtives diftinguifti three fpccies of pepper, which are called 
it places by different names. At Laye, in the Rcjan^ country, 

them lado Cawrer, lado Manna, and tado Jambee, from ^t 

'each fort is fuppofed to prevail, or from whence it was firft 

to them. The lado Cawodf, or Lampoon pepper, is the ftrong-
b,'and bears the largeft leaf and fruit; is flower in coming to 

n than the fecbnd, but of much Ibiiger dutation. The leaf and 

lado Manna arc fomcwbat fmaller, and it has this pecuVisfrity, 
its foon and in large quantities, but feldom pafTes the third ctt 

«trs crop. The Jambee, which has dcfervcdly fallen into great 
^, is of the fmaHeft leaf and fruit, very fhort lived, and not 

ifficulty trained.to the chinkareen. In fome places to the fouth-
diftinguifli two kinds only, lado Socdool and lado JambiSC 

U«r and lado nngvre are not diftinftions of fpecies; the former 
the young flioots of pepper commonly planted, in oppofition t« 

r, which is the term for planting by flips. 

I pepper i^mancfadured by ftripping the outer JT^ -«^coat from Whiw Ceppdb 
and pCTfe^,^huns. This was for centuries" uTf' 4d in Eu-
rc been th«^ proiiuc* of a* different plant, and to portefs qus*. 
tor to the common fort; on the ftrength of which idea, kvfcd 
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to fell for fomc time, at the India fales, for trcbJe the price of tha blacfc." 
But it Jofl this advantage as foon as it came to be known, that the fecretj 
depended nnerely on the art of blanching the common pepper. For this. 
purpofe it is fteepcd for a certain time; about a fortnight; in water, in 
pits dug for the occafion in the banks of rivers, and fometimes in fivamps 
and ftagnant pools; till by fweiling ic burfts its tegument, from whicl 
icw afterwards carefully feparated by drying it in the fun and rubbing it J 
bnetwcen the hands. It has been much difputcd, and is {till undetermined, 
to which fort the preference ought to be given. The white pepper 
has this fuperiority, that it can be made of no other than the beft and 
(bundeft grains, taken at the propereft ftate of maturity : but on the 
other hand it is argued, that by being fuffered to fteep the neceflary time 
in water, its ftrcngth is confiderably diminifhed, and that the outer hu£ 
wjiich is loft by the procefs, has a peculiar flavor diftindt from that oi 
the heart" and though not fo poignant, more aromatic. The white pep« 
per ftands the Company in about three times the price of the black; 
owing to the encouragement tliey were obliged to give the planters to in
duce them to deviate from their accuftomed track; but having been fold 
a few years ago at an equal, and I believe one feafon at an inferior rate, 
•orders were fent out for rcftraining the manufacture to a very linall 
quantity. 

Ttppci Set* The feafon of the pepper vines bearing, as well as that of moft other 
fruits, on Sumatra, is fubjcft to great irregularities, owing perhaps to the 
uncertainty of the monfoons, which are not there fo ftridlly periodical, 
as on the weftcrn fide of India. Generally fpcaking, however, the pepper 
produces two crops in the year; one called the greater crop, (poepot 
aftgoong) about the month of September, the other called the leffcr or hal 
crop (teea lelio) about the month of March. Sometimes in particular 
diftridts, they will be employed in gathving it in fmall quantities, durinjf 
the whole^'"^"^'^^und i bloflbms and ripf; fruit appearj^ig together on the 
fame vinl'^^^'Slft perhaps in others, the prod^|«,,4l^ that year confined;! 
to one f :^p. In Laye refidency, the pnn<;ipar hirvcft of pepper, b'-the''^ 
year 1766, was gathered between the Months of February and May, to 

'762 
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, 1767 and 1768, about September and Oflober; in 1778, between June 
and Auguft, and for the four fucceeding years wasfeldotn received earlier 
than November and December. Long continued drought^, which fom»-
times happen, ftop the vegetation of the vines, and retard the produce. 

;This was particularly experienced in the year 1775, when for a period 
of about eight months, fcarcely a Ihower of .rain fell to moiftcn the 

'earth. The vines were deprived of their foliage; many gardens periflied, 
and a general deftruftion was expeiflcd. But this apparent calamity 
was attended with a coTifequence not forefeen, though analogous to the 
ufual operations of nature in that climate. The natives, when they 
would force a tree that is backward, to produce fruit, ftrip it of its 
leaves, by which means the nutritive juices are refcrved for that more 

, important ufe, and the bloffoms foon begin to ftiew themfclves in abutv 
dance. A fimilar effeft was difplayed in the pepper gardens, by 
the inclemency of the feafon- The vines, as foon as the rains began 
to defcend, threw out bloflbms in a grofufion unknown before; old 
gardens which had been unprolific for two or three years began to bear v 
and accordingly the crop of 1776,7 confiderably furpalTed that of many 

•' preceding years. 

The pepper is moftly brought down from the country on rafts (racket) 
I'Kich are fometimcs compofed of rough timbers, but ufually of large 
Jamboos, with a platform of the fame, fplit, to keep the cargo dry. 

^They are fleered at both head and ftern, in the more rapid rivers, with 
I kind of rudder, or fcull rather, having a broad blade, fixed in a fork 
Bir crutch. Thofc who fleer are obliged to exert the whole ftrength of 

body« in thofe places cfpccially where the fall of water is ftecp, 
the <»urfe winding. But the purchafe of the fcull is of fo great 

jwcr, that they can move the raft bodily acrofs the river, when both 
arc aftcd ujwn at the iame.timc. But notwithftanding their great 

dexterity, and theiyudgment in,chufing the channel, thfC' -'•-Jiable to 
^mcet with obftruftiotvjjr^rge trees and rock<, which, frontr'̂ '"' 7iolcoce 

af ^ ftreacD, ovcrfet^ MaKfognetftnes dafli their raft to piccM.'̂ "*'--j 

^ 
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It is a generally received opinion, that pepper does not fuftaln any da- . 
mage by an immerfion in fca water; a circumftance that atteljds per
haps'a fourth part of the whole quantity fliipped from the coaft. The 
furf, through which it is carried in an open boat, called a fampan Ion-
thore, renders fuch accidents unavoidable. This boat, which carries oi>c 
or two tons, being hauled up on the beach, and there loaded, is fhoved 
off, with a few people in her, by a nutnber eolledled for that purpolV, 
who watch the opportunity of a lull, or teniporat)' intermiffion of the 
fwell. A tomhongon, or country veffel, built to contain from ten to 
twenty tons, lies at anchor without, to receive the cargoes from the 
fampans. At many places, where the quaUees, or moutlis of the rivers, 
are tolerable pradlicablc, the pepper h font out at onoe itj the totnbon* 
gons, over the bar ; but this, owing to the common fhalJowneft of the 
water, and violence of the furfs, is attended with confiderable ri/k« 
Thus the pepper is conveyed, either to the warehoufes W the Ftcfidcncf, 
or to the ihip from Europe lying there to receive it, 

Cwnphire. Among the other commodities of the ifland* a confpicuous placf 
belongs to the camphire. 

'This, diftinguifhed among us by the epithet of native camphire, and 
called by the Malays, Capcor Barrvos, is a produftion for which Sumatra, 

- . as well as Borneo, has in all ages been much celebrated; the Arabian! 
> being, at a very early period, acquakted with its virtues. Chymifts 

have entertained opinions extremely difcordani, in regard both to thte 
nature and properties of camphire; and evca at this day it feems to be 
but miperfeftly known, I fliall not attempt to decide whether it b«̂  «. 
tefin or not; though the circumftance of its being foluble in fpirits and 
not in water, would feem to eutitlc it to that clafs; nor (hall I pretend-
to dctcrmipe-iYbether its qualities, as i medicine, are hot or cold. My 
provin^ar»j/0 mention fuch partlcuUrs of î s \v^Ty as have come 
within X^̂ e fcopc of njy own obfervafic, Jc?^"'',-g to others to 4>eculatc 
upon its ufes. , • 

The 
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The camphire tree is a liative of the northern parts of the Ifland only, 
' growing, without cultivation, in the woods which lie near to the fea 

coaft, and is equal in height and bulk, to the largeft timber trees, being 
Jrcquently found upwards of tiftecn feet in circumference. The leaf is 
fmall, of a roundiih oval, ending in a long point or tail; the fibres run
ning -all parallel and nearly ftraight. The wood is in much cftccra for 
carpenter's purpofes, being eafy to work, light, durable, and not liable 
to be injured by infcdis, particularly by the coombang, a fpecies of bee, 
which from its faculty of boring timber, for its neft, is called b com
mon, the carpenter. 

• 

The camphire being of a dry' nature do.es not exfadc from the tree, 
or manifcft any appearance on the outfidc. The natives, from long 
experience, know whether any is contained within, by ftriklng it with 
& ftick. In that cafe, they cut it down and fplit it with wedges into fmall 

.pieces, finding the camphire in the interfticcs in the date of a concrcto 
icryftallization. Some have affertcd that it is from the old trees alone 

that this fubftance is procured, and that in the young tree it is in a 
fluid flate, called mema cttpoor^ or camphire oil; but this, I have ggod 
authorfty to pronounce a miftake. The fame kind of tree that pro
duces the fluid, does not produce the dry, tranfparcnt, and flaky fyb-
flancc, nor ever would. They arc readily diftinguiflied by ihe natives. 
Many of the trees, however, produce neither the one nor the other. 

The native camphire Is purchafed on the fpot, at the rate of fix Spanifli 
dollars the pound, or eight dollars the catty, for the befl fort; which 
'"-lis at the China market, for about twelve or fifteen hundred dollars 
s'.c pccul of an hundred catties, or one hundred, thirty three pounds 
and a third. The traders diftinguilh ufually three different dcgrccJ of 
quality in ir, by the names of head, belly and foot, according to its 
purity and whitenefs, which dcj«nd upon its being mo"i or kCs free 
from particles ot t'r. ', and other hetfrogencous maffcr, that siux 
with it incoilc<Sing, ^ - iic' Hill large pieces arc picked ouc. Some 
a4<i k fouich fort> of cXtrac^Vinary fincnefs, of which a few pounds only 

•R- arc 
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w e Imported to Canton, in the yci 
thoufand dollars the pccul *. 

.fill ^ 

" The .Chinefc prepare, it is general^ 
•fembling this native camphire, and irq 
admixture of a fmall quantiry oi" the 
Dutch for thirty or forty dollars the] 
the (late in which we fee it in our] 
fliiUings the pound weight. Ttiis apj 
that any article could pofflbly be fo 
b(^r the likenefs, and retain the qi 
dealers fliould be able, with4}rofit to! 
fiftieth part of the price they gave. 
igentleman long refidcnt in China, i 
properly, the Japan camphire, is not 
produce of a tree which grows in at 
fercnt entirely from that of Sufhiatra, 
by the name of Lauras Campbora-f : 
(as wc term it) with the Japan, but] 
•\lfe, at the above extravagant price, 
bly, of its efficacy, and exix>rt the 
•cftimation. Thus, we buy the leavcsl 
and neglc(5l herbs, the produce of oui 
vuii^cs. It is known, that the camphj 
till it wholly difappcars, and at aUj 
its full ftrength ; which do not feemj 
compounded body. Kcmfer fays tfai 
the wood and roots of the tree, cut i\ 

* %u Price Currmn of the Cliiaa M«j*cet. C« 
in i i««, at tiic rMeof fifceeti SpaniOi iMitn fdra 
ttlie modfrapricc/ 

f SpetiAem of the Leaves of the J«pan Czmg 

Ckm]ib>n, nny b« iecn in • piuc in I'ukuUni B(/l 
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though doubtlcfs from its volatility it muft be fubjcdl to fomc decreafc, 
does not appear to lofe much in quantity from being kept, as I have par-

.ticular experience of. What I had of the Chinefe fort is long, fince 
evaporated. I know not what fupcriority" in the materia mcdfca, is al
lowed to the cafoor barooit in point of efficacy : it is poffibly confidcrable,, 
though certainly not in the proportion of fifty to one. Perhaps it may 
not have had a fair trial, being rarely brought to Europe but as a curi-
ofity. 

The camphire oil before mentioned, is a valuable domeftic medicift^ 
and much ufed by the Sumatrans, in ftrains, fwellings, and infiammatrons, 
the particles, from their extreme fubtilty, "readily entering the pores. It 
is not manufaftured, undergoes no preparation, and though termed an 
oil, is rather a liquid and volatile refin, diftilling from one fpccies of 
the camphire tree, without any oleaginous quality. To procure it, they 
proceed in the following manner. They make a tranfvcrfe incifion into 
the tree, to the depth of fome inches, and then cut floping downwards 
from above the notch, till thcyjeave a flat, horizontal fuperficies. This 
they hollow out, tillii is of a capacity to receive about a quart. They 
then put into the hollow, a bit of lighted reed, and let it remain for about 
ten minutes, which a<3:ing as a ftimulus, draws the fluid to that part. 
In the fpacc of a night, the liquor fills the receptacle prepared for it, 
and the tree continues to yield a lefier quantity, for three fucccffive 
nights, when fire mull be again applied ; but on a iaw repctitionts it i» 
c.-.;i •-uftcd. An oil not much unlike that from the camphire, is procured 
from another tree, by the fame method. It is called mcen'ta cayoo or wood 
pil, and is ufcd to rub on timbf r expofcd to the weather, to prcferve it 

rom decay j and it ifi fllfo boiled with the dammar to pay the,bottoms of ' 
iips and boats. 

•in (camMyAH), caUcd a gum, though from its fo- B«nj»miB. 
nti ic wculd iggUyjjorc properly a rcfm, is produced from. 

h grows iir g^vt abundance in the nortbcTn parts of the 
, cularly in the "^Batta country, and met with, though 

R 1 rareiy 
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rarely, to the Tdtfthward of the line, 
or want of fkill in coUedling it, the fmi 
of little value. The tree does not grofl 
never uled" as. timber. The feeds are 
the fize of a moderate bolus. The le^ 
curl at the point, and yield a very ftr 
pentiwc, more than of their proper guti 
coaft, the natives cultivate large plant 
its growth affords them a probability 
induftry, which they could fcarcely exf 
I believe that none of them arc fo proii 
benefit of poflerity. The feeds or nuts 
and afterwards require no olher cultivat 
from about them. When the trees are 
of fix or eight inches in diameter, incif 
from whence afterwards the gumexfude 
with a knife. The pureft of the gumj 
white, foft and fragrant, and is called 
"ufual diftinftion of the qualities of drug*" 
which, in the operation, are more or lefs 
perhaps other juices of the tree, arc 
particularly the foot, which is very foul, 
repetition of thefe incifions more than ter 
fubdivided into Evirope and India head, > 
and is the only fort adapted to that markc 
belly, goes to Arabia, the Gulph of Pe 
•where it is burned, as in the Malay iflan 
pel troublcfome infcfts, and ofcviate t 
wholcfomc air, or noxious exhalations, 
the country in tempangs or large cakls 
order to pack it in chefts, it is neceffarv 
tiic coarfcr forts ; the head benjamin is h-
to the heat of the fun, which proves futi 
^frf:te<t part of the quantity brought t(i 
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thence again to the Roman catholic countries, where it is burnt as in-

cenfe in their religious rites. The remainder is chiefly employed iR 
* medicine, being much cfteemed as an cxpeftorant and ftyptic, and con-

flitutcs the bafis of that valuable balfam, diftinguiflied by the name of 
Turlington, whole very falutary effed:s, particularly in the cure of green 
and olher wounds, is well known to gentlemen abroad, who cannot 
always obtain affiftancc from the faculty, and to which I can bear myfelf, 
the ampleft teftimony. It is*alfo e nployed, if I am not mifinformcd, 
in the compoficion of our court flicking plaifter. There isreafon to regret 

hat its virtues have no' been more cirefully explored, as there is the 
Irongeft prefumption of its poffeflingas powerful and falubrious qualities, 

s any vegetable produdion in the materia niedira. I have not a doubt 
lut that fome phyfician of genius, aflifted by the fkill of an ablechymift, 
.ill one day bring this article, at well as catriphire, which has been too 
nuch, though not equally neglefted, into the repute they fecm fo cmi» 
ently to dcfervc. There are two other fpecies of Benjamin; the one 
iftinguilhed by the epithet of fcented (doolang) from its peculiar fra-

ice; and th.e other, z v/'M {oxt {roscemalla) of little value, and not 
^nfidered as an obje^ of commerce, 

[Cafiia {cooleet manees). This is a coarfe fpecies of cinnamon/ well 

m in Europe, which flourifhes chiefly as well as the two foregoing 

jcles, in the nor. hern ran of the ifland ; but with this difference, that 

camphire and benjamin grow only near the coaft, whereas the caflia 
native of the central parts of the countjgr. It is moftly procured 

fe diftri^ts which lie inland of TajipaHcoly, but it is alfo found iff 
«, where Pakuib(^ng river takes its rife. The leaves arc about four 

long, narrower than the bay, (to which tribe it belongs) and more 
t; deep grc«n ; fmooth furface, and plain edge. The principal 
take their rife from the peduncle. The young leaves are moftly 
iifli hues* The bloflbrfts grow fijc in number upon flender foot-

I, clofe to the bottMftjsf-~th€ leaf. They arc monopetalous, fmall, 
fe, ftcllated in S x ' p ^ ^ . The flamina arc fix, with one ftyle, grow-
rom the gcrnien, whicn flands up in three browniih fcgmenfv rc-

If w 
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uj?:^ 

Kuuiu. 

Cotton, 

icmbling a cup. *nie trees grow from fifty to fixty feet high, with large, 
fpreading, horizontal branches, almoft as low as the earth. The root is; 
faid to .contain much camphirc, that may be obtained by boiling or other] 
proceflcs unknown on Sumatra. No pains is bellowed on the culcivatioQ' 
of the caffia. The bark, which is the part in ufc, is commonly taken i 
from fucH of the trees as are a foot or eighteen inches diameter, forj 
when they arc younger, it is faid to be fo thin, as to lofe all its qualities! 
very foon. The difference of foil and fit*ition alters confiderably thei 
Taiuc of the bark. Thofc trees which grow in a high, rocky foil, have
red fhoots, and the bark is fupcrior to that which is produced in 
moift clay, where the flioots arc green. I have been aflured by a perfofl 
of extcnfivc knowledge, that the caffia produced on Sumatra, is from thcl 
fame tree which yields the true cinnamon, and that the apparent diflfê  
rencc arifes from the Icfs judicious manner of quilling it. Perhaps the^' 
younger and more tender branches fliould be preferred; perhaps the age-
of the tree, or the feafon o( the year ought to be more nicely attendol 
to ; and laftly I have knownit to be fuggeftcd, that the mucilaginous , 
flimc which adheres to the infide of the frclh peeled rind,_̂  docs, when notjj 
carefully wiped off, injure the flavor of the caffia, and render it inferior] 
to that of the cinnamon. I am informed that it has been purchafed byi 
Dutch merchants at our India fales, where it fomctimes fold to much^ 
lofs, and afterwards by them (hipped for Spain, as cinnamon, beings 
packed in boxes which had come from Ceylon with that article. 

Rattans (rotan) furniih annually many large cargoes, chiefly from thej 
caftern fide of the ifland, where the Dutch buy them to fend to Europe ; 
and the country traders, for the weftera parts of India. , Canes alfo, 
various kinds, arc produced in the porta which open to the ftraits 
Mslacea. 

In almofl every part of the country tv#o ff»ecies of cotton are culti
vated, namely, the annual fort {gojfyfittm btt^iacmm), and tl!e (hr«b cottc 
(lo£}j»ttm ar^«rtM»r). The cotton pfotwtyMia>m both appears to 
of very good quality, and might, with enco^ij^'m<Sit, be procured^ 

-^iZ 
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iny jqujintities; but the natives raife no more than is nccdTary for their ;' ;; 

|own domcftic manufaAures. The iilk cotton {bomhx ccil>a) is alfo to 
[be mtx. with in every village. This is, to appearance, one of the moft 
[beautiful raw materials the hand of nature has prefented. Its fihenefs, 

Jofs, and delicate foftnefs, render it, to the fight and touch) much fu- .,*-.„^,j,^ 
ji'ior to the labor of the fUkworm ; but owing to the fhortnefs and brit-

tlenefs of the ftaple, it is efteenicd unfit for the reel and loom, and is 
ily applied to the. unworthy purpofc of fluffing pillows and mattraffes. 

*(^bly it has not undergone a fair trial in the hands of our ingenious 
artifts, and we may yet fee it converted into a valuable manufacture. It 
grows in pods, from four to fix inches long, which burfl: open when 
;ripe. The feeds entirely refcnible the b'ack pepper, but are without 
taftc. The tree is remarkable, from the branches growing out perfcAly 
ftraight and horizontal, and being always three, fornnng equal angles, 
at the fame height: the diminutive'lltoots littcwife yrow flaP; and the' 
fcvcral gradations of branches obfervc the fariic regularity to the tqp. 
Some travellers have called it the unfbrella tree, but the piece of furni-
taie called a dumb waiter, exhibits a more ftriking pidure of it. ^^ 

The pcnang or betel nut, before mentioned, is a confid^rable article Betel Nuo. 

(rf traffick to the coaft of Cororaandcl or Tclinga, particularly ^ o t n 

Lcfacen. ,p 

The coffee trees arc univcrfally planted, but the fruit pro<luccd here Coflw. 
lis -not excellent in quality, which is probably owing entirely to the want 
[of fltill in the management of them. The plants are difpofed too clofc 
|to each other, and arc fo much overftiadcd by other trees, that the fun 

f cannot penetrate to the fruit; owing to which the juices are not well ., -^^ 
lipencd, and the berries, which become large, do not acquire a proper .; .̂  ' 
flavor. Add to this,'that the,berries are gathered whilft red, which is 
before they hayc arrived at « due degree of maturity, and which the 

rabs always permit them>je,attfip to, cilecmitjg it cil^ndal to the gp^d-
of the coffee. Aafc^ree is of the fame ipecies with that culti-

ted in Arabia, toere islStle doubt but with proper care, this article 

r\jght 
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might be produced of a quality equal, perhaps fuperior, to that imported 

from the Weft Indies; though probably the heavy rains on Sumatra, 

may prevent its attaining to the pcrfeftjon of the coffee of Mocha *. 

T«rpentiae. The dammar is a fpecies of turpentine, and ufed for the fame purpoft! 
to which that and pitch are applied. It is exported in large (|uantitie 
to Bengal and elfewhere. It exfudes, or flows rather, fpontaneouflj 
from the tree in fuch ^llenty, that there is no necdpof making inciiioas 
to procure it. The natives gather it in lumps from the ground, where 
it has fallen, or colleft it from the (hores of bays and rivers, whither 
has floated. It hangs from the bough of the tree which produces it, tt 
large pieces, and hardening in the air it becomes brittle, and is blown 
off by the fiift high wind. When a quantity of it has fallen in the lame, 
place, it appears like a rock, and thence, they fay, or more probabM 
from its hardnefs, it is called dammar ba(t»o j by which name it is dif-
tinguiflied from the dammar cruyert. This is another fpecies of tarpen-
tine, yielded by a tree growing in Lampoon called" crimen, the wood of 

' which ia white and porous. It differs from the common fort, or dammar 
' battoo, in being foft and whitifh, having the confidence, and fomewhat 

•'**̂  •'** the appearance of putty. It is in much eftimation for paying the bottoms 

of vcffcls, for which ufe, to give it firmnefs and duration, it ought to be 

mixed with fome of the hard kind, of which, it correfts the brittle-. 
nefs. The natives, in common, do not boil it, but rub or fmear it on 

*^* with their hands; a praftice which is probably derived from indolence, 
vinlefs, as I have been informed, that boiling it, without oil, renders it_ 
hard. To procure it, an incifion is made in the tree. 

There is a gum prtjduced abundantly from a tree called Paty, whicf 
much refcmblcs gum arable, and as they belong to the fame genus of 
plaats, it i« not improbable that this might anfwcr equally well, fo 

» T!u» obferMtioo on tb* growth of ttit « flee, is well as many othcrs'iun the vtgtliWc pro^ 

iluaions of the ifland, I am indebted for, to th< ittt{QJ>C,^r. Chwlw Miller, enured on iJw 

ContpuMT'i rscotds at Beacoolea. . . 

-^ ever 
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every purpofe the other is applied to. There is likewife a gutn which 
I have fecn in ftnall quantities, brought from the country, called amn^ 
pallou, which I believp to be gum latca, refcmbling it in hardnefs and ^ 
color. 

The forefts contain a great variety of valuable fpecics of wood, which Vari«»of ' ' 
though not in general confidered by the natives as objects of trade, are ''*°^' 
employed as fuch in other countries, and might perhaps in this be turned 
to account, if properly attended to. Ebony ucc%(jooar) are in the ^^^ ^ ,, 
greateft plenty. Cayeogaddees, a tree poffcfling the flavor, qualities, and 
virtues of the Saffafras, but liker to the elm, than the fir, which that of 
South America is fald to refcmblc, grows in great abundance, ancf is 
ufed in medicine, as a fweetener of the blbod. The fpruce pines which Pine. 
Captain Cook mentions 10have met with indifferent iflandsof the South 
Sea, particularly at that which he named the ifle of Pines, appear from 
the defcriptioo and the plate, to be exadly the fame with 'the area -, 
of Sumatra, which we have been ufed to call the baftard pine, without re«» 
flcifting onthe probability of its yielding the fpruce. I have before 
remarked of this tree, that it delights in a low, fandy foil, and is 
ever the firft that grows on land relinquilhcd by the fea : by what means 
propagated, I know not, unlefs the cones float on the water, and are \ ' ., 
driven on the beach by the tide. On the weft; coaft: of Sumatra, there j 
are no arou trees to be met with to the fouthward of AUaf-̂ , except near 
Siggin bay, where the river is called ff'ye arou. Sandal wood (chefid.ma), s„j,|_ 
alfo the celebrated eagle or aloes wood (garoo), are the produce of ^^ j ^. 
this ifiand, and have been much boaftcd of by the early writers; but I 

jfpccl that they have, fincc thofc days, loft much of their reputation, 
ivvieil as the different kinds of bezoars, procured from the bodies of 

Farious siiimalSj which arc now fuffcred to live unmolefted. For fliip»i» ^̂ t̂ ? 

lilding there is much excellent timber, and fome which is found by 
jpcricnce to refifl the worm,, but the fliailownefs of the rivers and 

^dangerous furf*, will ever pitvent its being made ufc of for that im
portant purpoli. Teak QtHien), the pride of the caftern forefts, though X,ij._ 
growing in abundance to?«]ie north and fouth of the ifland, at Pegu and 

S Tava, 
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Java, is there fcarce to be met wltl 
planted *. This wood is in man-
more kindly, and equal, at leaft, 
builf of it at Bombay, continuing t 
can recottcft the period at which : 
is {lately ; the leaves are broad and 
juice. The rangte or manchineel, 
found here, and proves ufcful from 
ravages of the termes or white ant. 
its extraordinary htrdnefs, applicabl 
matacwiy and murhtw, arc in much 
the appearance of this tree is very 
the larger myrtle, with a white fl 
colored, clofe, and tinely veined, t: 
for the ijieaths of crcefcs. There is 
this. Lingfami has likcwife a beau 
carved work. 

ISiriuyu-tree. 

The foregoing is but a very imper 
that fecm to pofll-fs an incxhauftibl 
muft be owned, that the greater nun 
thefr porous nature, and proncnefs 
and fcarccly admit of feafoning, eve 
the fubjcft I cannot avoid mentionin-
and not peculiar to the ifland, dcferv 
fhould not be paffcd over in filence. 
glifli in the Weft of India, termed 
arbar it raiis, and by the Malays 
uncommon property of dropping 

» Mr. John Marfdcniwlwnrtbdcntof i«>c,j 

tree and diftriUuted A ^uinticy amongft the ichab 

exceedingly, as if in their natur̂ il foil. Mr. R.4 

coolen, but the rnuatton fccrocd unfaronble, 

Ike name of ttai. 

J 
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boughs, which, when they touch the earth, become new ftemj, and go 
on incrcafing to fuch an extent, that fome have meafured in circumfer
ence of the branches, upwards of a thoufand feet, and have been faid to 
afford flielter to a troop of hoife. Thefe fibres, that look like ropes 
attached to the branches, when they meet with any obftnitttion in thchr 
dcfcent, conform themfelves to the fhape of the refirting bod)', and thus 
occafion many curious metamorphofes. I rccolleft feeing them ftand 
in the perfeft lliape of a gate, long after the original ports, and crofs 
piece, had decayed and difappcared ; and I have been told of their lin
ing the interna! circumference of a large brick well, like the worm iiF'-t 
diftiller's tub ; there exhibiting the view of a tree turned infidc out, the 
branches pointing to the center, inftcad of gro<\'ing from it. It is not 
more extraordinary in its manner of growth, than whimfical and fan-
taftic in its choice of fituations. From the fide of a wall or the top of a 
houfe, it feenis to fpring fpontaneous. Even from the fmooth^ periphery 
of a wooden pillar, turned and painted, I have feen it flioot forth, as 
if the vegetative juices of the feafoned. timber had renewed their circula
tion, and begun to produce leaves ufrcfh. I have feen it flourilh in thft 
center of a hollow tree, of a very different fpecies, which however ftill 
retained its verdure, its branches cncompafling thole of the jawec 

decayed trunk cnclofed the ftcm, which was vifible, 
at intcrftices, from nearly the level of the plain on which they grev*. 
This, in truth, appeared fo (triking a curiofity, that I have often re
paired to the fpot, to contemplate the Angularity of it. How the feed, 
from which it is produced, happens to occupy ftations feemingly fo un
natural, is not eafily determined. Some have imagined the berries car
ried thither by the wind, and oth, rs, with more appearance of truth, 
by the birds; which, clcanfing their bills where they light, or attempt 
rn lifht, len\c- In thofo places, the feeds, adhering by,the vifcous 

I 1.1 )iv»t noon, III* : 

i cnfions of a remarkable Banyan or Burr tree, near 
., .>gal. Diameter 36J to 575 feet. Circumference of 

iinfoiince of th<r fcreral ftemt, in number fiftf or Cixty, 911 feet. 
' ' ccupied that fituation for twenty five jreari j but h* 

,li, fur hit vow obliged him to lie, ilucing the four 
'he river Gaoge*. • 

S 2 njjitter 
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matter which furrounds them, h 
earth or water, deriving from t 
roMrifhmcnt, proves in its increa 
building that harbours it. The fi 
fine, penetrate common cements, a 
the mofl powerful rcfiflance, fpi 
wedge, the moft fubftantial brick 
as not to admit the infinuation 
along the outfide, and to an extt 
quently, to the ftcm, the proporti( 
have meafurcd ifce former fixty inci 
of the leaf, which took up a th'lrd 
I have alfo fccn it wave its boughs 
of which the ro<its, if we may ten 
hundred ; forming, by their clofe ( 
nerable gothic pillar. It flood near 
monuments of antiquity, it had its 
more. 
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. Go/d, Tin, and other Metals—Bees-wax—Ivorji—Birds-neft'-^ 
Import-Trade, 

BESIDE thofe articles of trade aff irtied ijy the vegetabie kingdom, **•'* 
Suniarra produces many others, and among the cliicf of tbcfe is Gold. ' 
This vahuble metal is found moftly in the central parts of the ifland ; 
none, except* Very fare!}', being obferved to the fouthward of Leemwi, 
'A bramh of Jawl'ee rivtr, or to the northward of I^'alaho, from whence * ' 

A keen is principally fupplicd. Mmtn^eibow has ahvay '̂ been efteemcd -;! ., 
the richeft feat of it; which probably iivliiccd the Dutch to cftablifli their 
head faftory at P.idang, in its ncighboiuhood, 1 he Malays ate fettled 
in, or about, all the di:tri<iai8 where gol i is colledti.-d, and as far as my 
knowledge and inquiries have extendi il, they appear to be (particularly 
iM Leemeon^ Batang .£), And Pacalla„g ^Jnmboo, where colonies of them 

.'vf<̂  are cfti'jlifhcd) the only perfons who dig for and collect i t ; the ori- : -

• . ginal inhabitants, whom they diftinguifli by the name of o-ang dcejeon^ 
i vv or villagers, confining their attention to the racing ofprovLfions, with 
•y whî ch they fupply the Malays who fcarch for the metal. "^.^ 

'• The earth taken up from the beds of the rivers, l̂ ^pplies them with Manner of 
;. ;-' the greater proportion of what they procure, being for that purpofe well P'ocuring * 
• •,;_.; waihcd and fifted, till the pure grains are feparated and clcankxl from 
î /jj: the p;irt»cles of mud and flone. They occafionally loofen the cartli ai 
Wk the adjacent bank$k find olten divert the courfc of rivulets, which high 
%H up the country aic little torrents, through ground newly opened for that 

purpofir. In fome parts they dig into the e>irth in purfuit pf the gold, 
wiiich however can fcarccly defcrve the appellation of mining, as they 
do not venture at any confiderible excavation. Some of their pits are 
defienbed as being of great depcb, i)Ut this is probably exaggeration, for 
tbeir ignorance of the ufe of windlailes and other machines, mufl nceeC-

^farily keep them neaf the furfacc. The gold being found in a complePc 

tiueallic 



«»l(^ 
•*'. 

i « d 

i 

1^4, S- U ' M r Â  T R A. 

•rnctallic flate, does not undergo any procefs of refining, purifying, or fc-
parating, except from the white rock or marble it fomctinies ahheres to. 
Tfiey fimply beat and wafh it, and feli it in the lumps or duft in which they 

'•find it." Some of t^e former Bavc been known to weigh as heavy as fix or 
'fevcn ounces, without mixture; but they arc often joined with an equal 
bulk of marble, dnd rhefe pieces being admired by the Europeans, fell 
iforthe fame price, by weight, ns if they were all pure gold. In moft of 
rihe fpecimcns of this fort which I have fecn, the gold might more [>ro-
peHy-bc faid tbcnclofe the rock, thatS'thelatter tocontJlin the gold. 

It^oes not pafs through any third hand, before it reaches the Eu-
jropeans. Of thofc who dig for it, the moft intelligent (diftinguifhed by 
the name offouHag^nr, or trader) are trufled by the reft with what they 
Colleft, who carry it to Jambee^ Palemhang oi- the Weft coaft, atid barter: 
it for opiiyii and thu fine goods of Bengal and Madras, with which they 
ffeturn, loaded, to their country. From Palembang and Jambcc, they 
'Itave the convenience of water carriage for a confiderable part of the way, 
but it is tedious, being againft the ftream. Frotii other places they 
caf'ry their return* on their backs, to the weight, coir^monly of eighty, 
pounds, through woods, over rivers, and acrofs mountains. They ge
nerally travel in parties of one hundred or more, and have frequent 
occalion to defend their property againft the fpirit of plunderand ex
tortion, which prcuails among the poorer nations, through vihok diftriflts '^^ 
they are obliged to pafs. 

When brought to our fettlements, it is purchafcd at the high rate of 
three pounds, five Ihillings ftcrling the ounce ; fo that on exportation,! 
to Europe, it fcarccly affords a profit even to the original buyer ; and 
others who .employ it as a remittance incur a lofs, after the India Com
pany's duties, and other incidental charges arc dedu^Hrtd*. It has often 
been thought furprizing, that the Eurosjeans fettled on the ifland have 

* Bcaulieu, in iCii , Tayt thkt gold was purchifed %t Achten for th< pike it bote in FIMAC; 

¥ttt in fome putt of th« ifland tluity fire per cent, chejipec „ 

not 
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n«t found it worth their pains, to work, in a proper manner, the mines 
with which the country docs certainly abound; but calculation and ex- Value of-
periencf appear to have taught theiTij that it is not a fchcmc likely to be 

'attended with fuccefs, owing, among other caufes, to the dearnefs o$t •. 
labor, and the neceffity of keeping uj) a force in diftant parts of the 
country, for the proteftiou of the miners. Europeans cannot poffibly 
work in this climate, and the natives are unfit for the laborious exer
tion it would require, to render the undcrraking profitable. The 
Putch'have at different periods naade attempts of this nature. They * 

fent owt, many years fince, a Saxon mincralogift to work a mine at iV///i«,, 
but no profit accrued from it^. and in latter times they commcnccil upoa-
a vein that ran clofe to their Icrtlei.ient of Fadutty but not finding retuinj., "..j*^'' 
adequate to the expencc, their Comĵ any orclcrcd it to be kt to farm, when-
in a few years, it fell into fuch low repute, as to be at length difpofed of-
at a rent of two Spanifh doUars, by |)ublic auction*^. I he whole quantity , 
of gold procured at the ports on the Wcfl cuaft of Sumatra, may be: 
cftimated at about ten thoufand ounccs,annually, of which Fatiaiig alone' 
has been ufed to draw to it (before its late capture by the Engliih) at 
leaft one third p^rtf. What quantity finds its way to Palembang and 
other places on the taftern fide of the ifland, it is not inmy powcrto com*-, 
jjute, but I think it cannot be lefs than the former. 

* The Engtith Compsny hiving inKlligence of a mine dlfoovered near Fort Marlborough or-
4tred it to be worked; but it never came to aa; thin;. 

f ThefoUowing ii anextraSdf a letter from Mr. J4m«» Moore, a ftr»»ntt>f the Compafiy, 
datedfiomPadanj;,iii I778. " They have lately opened a vein of gold in tlie country inland «t' 

I'Vitdiing; from which the Governor at onetime received an hundred and fifty lial (about two 
Tlmuired ounces) H* hat procured a map to be made î f a,particular part uf the gold country, 
^•which(.oint«out the different placet where they work for it ; and alfo the fitjation of rwenly one 

Mnlxy fort*, that art all inhabited and io repair. Thcfe diftri^« are extvemely poj^ulout, com-
||U-ed to ttiu more fouthcrn part of ihe ifland. They collcS, and export arinuaWy to Batavia, 

.about two ibuufand five hundred tiala of gold from this place : the (;iuantity never exceeds three 
|;ji|i»o£»d tiaU, not falU Ihort of two." 

I ^tired that the quantity of goIoPprocured -at Padang ufed to bo much greater, but that 
gh the mai-»dminiftr»tlon nf a former governor, of the name of I'alin, ihc country wai 

j-own into confufior., and the tradera intluced to form connrxioni on the caftem Hdcof ti»e ifland, 
l«iuttief a \w^ {iropfintus cf the gold M* fiaca been aoaujU y divcncd* 

6old 
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Inferioi-goid. Gold of a very inferior touch, called mas meedof or young gold, I? 

^ found in the fame countm* where'the^her is produced, and fells for' 
«»'«bout twerity five or thirty {»et ccnt'iefs value. From its palcucfs, it 
ihotiK! feem to contain a mixture of filvcr, but the grains refill the 
force of'aqtia fortis, being attended with no efFervefcence. The people 
of India fuppcjfe the diffbrcace to proceed from an original, effential in> 
feriority in the quality of the metal : but I believe that our chymiils 
allow of no difparity of this kind, nor any but what proceeds from thv 

. ' greater or Icfs quantity of alloy. In lampoon, a very little gold is now 
and then difcovered, but of this latter kind, the nrasmeodo, only. 

Mode of 'Before the gold duft Is weighed for fale, in order to cleanfe it from 
i^sningtie jij Jmpunties, and hetcrogeiieous mixtures, whether natural or fraudu

lent, a /kiiful perfon, called a Pai'd/, is employed; who by the iharp-
r. ncfs of his eye alone, is able to efFcd this to a furprizing degree o\ 

nicety .••owing to long experience and pradice. No EngliOirann bur 
one, a Mr. Saul, was ever known to attain to this art. :; i, 

fprcad out on a kind of wooden'platter, and the bafc particles ('.(.pd-'ow-j 
are touched out, and put afide, one "by'otie, wiih an inftrument whici' 
the Pandl holds in his hand, made of linen cloth rolled'up 1x) a point. 1: 
the honcfty of thefe gold cleaners can be depended upon, their dexteri: v 
is^Imoft infallible; and as fomc fecurtty for thcf^prnKi, it ib uiual to 
pour the parcels when clcanfcd, into a veffel of aqua torti^, which is 
a powerful tcft of their accuracy. In thofc parts wheregold H much rra-
iicked in, it is generally employed as currency : every min carries liis fc.iles 
about him, and purchafes are made with it, fo low as to the wt i-lit of a grain 

Cold weighu. or two of paddee. Various berries arc aifo ufct -icviiarlv 
.a UtQe red fpccies, with a black fpot, which we call Ii 
eftabliflied weight in trade, is the tial or tael, which dililrs ho'.vc\cr in 
the northAn and fouthern parts of the ifland, being at Na;.rl twenty four 
penny weights,nine grains,and at Padaug, heuceolett andclfewh- '̂-p, r«r tiiy 
fix penny weights, twelve grains. At^^icbeen ihe Bunciil, o\ 
ten jiennyweights and twenty one grain^, is the ftisi •.•]••. 

Coin*. dollars are every where current, and where the gold dait is nor 
circulation, the following diminutions arc for th^ mon ' ; 

the 

¥ 
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the>fw, an imaginary money, equal to the fourth part of a dollar.; 
the ooan^ or fanatn, larger than thofc of Madras, but coined there, be-

.ing the twenty fourth part of a dollar; of thefc there are likewifo dou
ble and treble pieces; and laftly the kefpe>.g or copper calh»-of which 
one hundred conftitute a Spanifli dollar, which is always valued in the 
Englifh fcttlements at five Ihillings fterling. I do not know that gold, or 
any other metal, is coined by any native power on the ifland ; though it 
Is faid to have been formerly done at Acbeen and Pedir. 

Tin (iimar)i copper (tomhago); iron (beffa); have been already xiiu 
fpoken of in the beginning of th:s work. The tin is a very conHdera-
ble article of tride, and many cargoes of'it arc yearly carried to China ; 
for the moft part in tompangs or fmall pieces, and fometimes in flabs! 
The mines, which arc faid to be moftly on Banca, and to have been 
accidentally difcovered there In 1710 by the burning oi a houfc. are 
worked by a colony of Chinefc, under the diredion of the Dutch at 
i\i/««-w»g-, who endeavor to monopolize the trade; but the cntcrpriz-
iflgfpirit oCprlvate merchants finds means to elude the vigilance of 
their Gruizers, and the commerce is largely participated by them. The 
copper, which feems of good quality, is chiefly colleded in the neigh- cop « 
bourhood of Nalaboo. The Malays are fond of mixing this metal \»ith 
gold, in equal quantities, making what they tcxm fooa£o, which Is much 
vifed for buttons, beetle-boxes, and heads of crecfes. Sulphur, (blay- Sui hur 
rang); ar&nic, (barangan); and faltpctrc (mtgioo meonta) axa alfo the «̂Jtpctir. 
produce of Sumatra, In the country of Cattown^ near the head of Oori 
river, there arc caves, from the foil found in which, the falti>etre is pro
cured. Some few of our Companj's fcrvants have penetrated a confider-
able way into them. Mr. Whalfeldt advanced into one, fcvcn hundred and 
forty three fcet,ivhen his lights were extinguiihcd by the da'mp vapor, 

condhe advanced fix hundred feet, through a narrow paflage, 
feet wide, and five Hn height, when an opening in a rock 

; u. .. .p.tclous place, forty Uet high.* Thefc caves are the habi-

iuriflophtt T«tfy »Rd Mr. caiarlcj MUiu >iCuJ (Lt fume c«vc. , 
T 
* tatjon 
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tation of innumerable birds, of thciji 
to abound the more, the farther he 
about the upper parts of the cave, sJ 
forms the, foil (in many places from 
fifteen to twenty broad) which afibic 
earth, meafuring feven bamboos or 
pounds, fourteen ounces of falt|)etrej] 
ninth part more. This I afterwards 
rity; but I conceive that its vali» wc; 
procefs. 

Bees wax is a commodity off igrcat 
and is from them exported to China, 
tincnr. No pains are taken with the 
they lift, and are never collcftcd in Iw 
inferior to what we have in England. 

iTory, 

Clepluat. 

Tlic forefts abounding with elepheij 
plenty, and is carried both to China a{ 
thefc, kept for ftatc by the King of Afl 
pah of the ifland. As they are'gre 
country in large troops together, theyl 
plantations of the natives, obliteratinj 
merely walking through the ground*; 
ducc of their gardens, particularly of 
which they devour with eagcrncfs. T | 
proves fatal to them, for the owners ki 
vegctableSv have a praftice of poifoniflj 
fplitting the canes and putting barrafi^d 
mal unwarily eats of and dits. Not I j 
elephants are not fierce, and feldoni atta 
othefwifc provoked. The rhinoceros ( 
woods, and his horn is cfteemed an ai 
vouch for the ftorjcs told of their mutual 
Counters between thefe two enormous bel 
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The birds-neft, Co much celebrated as a peculiar delicacy of the table, 

efpecially among the Chinefe, is found in different parts, but in the grcat-
cfl abundance about Croeey near the fouth end of the ifland. Four cniles 

'up the river of that name, is a large cave, where the birds, called /ay-
ang layangt and which refemble the common martin, build in "vaft num-

ers. The nefts are diftinguifhed into white and black, of which the firft 
'̂ are by far the more fcarcc and valuable, being found in the proportion of 
one only to tv<;enty five.* 

The white fort fells in China at the rate of a thoufand to fifteen hun
dred Spanifh dollars the peculj the black is ufually difpofed of at Bata-
via for about twenty dollars the fame weight, where I underftand it is 
chiefly converted into glue, of which ir makes a very fupcrior kind. The 
difference between tBfe two, has by fome been fiippofed to be owing \o 
the mixture of the feathers of the birds, with the vifcous fubAance of 
which the nefts are formed; and this they deduce from the experi-

^metjt, of ftecping the black nefts for a ftort time in hot water, when they 
are faid to become, in a great degree, white. Among the natives I have 
heard a few affcri:, that they are the work of a different fpecies of bird. 
It was fuggefted to me, that the white might probably be the recent 
nefts of the feafon ih which they were taken, and the black, fuch as had 
bctn nicd for a number of years fucccffively. This opinion appearing 
})iaufible, I was particular in tny enquiries as to that pointy and learned 
what feenied much to corroborate it. When the natives prejiare to take 
the nefls,they enter the caves with torches, and forming ladders accord
ing to tbeufual mo4e* of a fingle bamboo notched, they afcend and pull 
•down the nefts, wKch adhtrc ih numbers together, from the fide and 
top of the rock. They informed me, that the more frequently and re
gularly the cave is ftript, the greater proportion of white nefts they are 
fure to find, and that on this experience they often make a pradbice of 
be3t!r'~ •'•- 'n and deilroying the/old nefts, in larger quantities than they 

:2lo Ibe Britiflj Mufcani, fome of thcfe iphite ntfti, \viti)jy;i 

, . i... ^ciltpctie pve before mentioned, arc probably of the Stmt fpecirt 

T 2 trouble 

Birdl.Neft. 
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>.t: .*<-!, 
trdxilJlc themfelvcs to tarry away, in orckr that they may find white 

ncfls the next feafon in their room. The birds, during the building 

time,^are leen in large flocks on the beach, colledtng in their bills the'^ 

foam which is thrown up by the furf, of which there is little doub"^ 

but they conftruft their nefts, after it has undergone, perhaps, a prepa-'^ 

ration, from a commixture with their faliva, or other fecretion, with ^ \ 

•which nature has provided them for that purpofe.* The fooallo, or fea ' ~:., 

Aug, is alfo an article of trade, to China and Batavia ; being employed ,« 

as the birds-neft and vermicelli, for enriching foups, among a luxurious wj: 

jjeople. ' - j 

import-Tradf The general articles of import-trade, are the following. From the 
coaft of Curomandel, faU; lung cloth, blue and white; chintz, and a 
variety of other cotton goods : from Bengal, opium and taffetas ; from 
China, coarfe porcelain ; fonic tobacco ; quallies or iron pans, and a num
ber of fmall, milcelhneous commodities: from the eallcrn illands, Bug-
guefs clouting, a coarfe, ftrlped, cotton manufadiure, much worn; 
guns ciW&A ratitakkcrs ; trtefes and other weapons; filken qrcefe-bclts j 
toidongs or hats; fait of a large grain; and fomctimes rice, efpecially 
from the ifland of Bally: from Europe, filver; iron;, lead; cutlery 
and'other hardware ; brafs wire ; and fcarlct cloth. It is not within my 
plan to enlarge upon this fubjed, or to enter into a detail of the market* 
and prices of the various articles, which, as in all countries where 
commerce is in its infancy or declinr, arc extremely fluctuating. The 
different fpecics of goods above enumerated, come, for the molt part, 

- , under confideration in other places of the work, as they happen to b^ 
conne&ed with the account of the natives who purchafe them. 

i)-

* LimiKus hai conjefhireJ, and with much plauGbility, tbtt it is the animaJ fubftance fre-
<)ucmly found on the beach which fiibeiKMm call UtibUrs or jeltict, and not thcfoam ofthefea, 
that the£e birdi collcA. \ 

Jrtsl 
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Arts and MamfaBures.—Art of Medicine.—Sciences.—Arhhtnetk: 

Geography: Ajtronomy: Mufic^ &c. ^ *' 

JL S H A L L now take a view of thofe arts and manufadbures which the Arts and Ma-
Sumatrans arc fkilled in, and which are not merely domeftic, but con
tribute rather to the conveniences, and in fomcinftances to the luxuries, 
than to the neceffarics of life. I muft remind the reader that* my ob-
fervations on this fubjedl: are mollly drawn from the R-ja/tgs, or thofc 
people of the ifland, who arc upon their level of improvement. -We 
meet with accounts in old writers, of great founderies of cannon in the 
dominion of Acheen, and it is certain, that fire-arms, as well as crccfes, 
are at this day manufaftured in the country of Menangcabotv \ but my ^* 
prefent defcription does not go to thefe fuperior exertions of art, which "^ 
certainly do nor appear among thofc people of the iUand whofe manners, 
more cfpecially, I am attempting to' delineate. What follows fhould 
feem an exception from this limitation. There is no manufafturc in 
that part of. thr world, and pcrhaj)s I might bejuftified in faying, in any 
part of the world, that has been more admired and celebrated, than the 
fine gold and fiiver filagree of Sumatra. This however is, ftri<ft:ly fpeak- Filagree. 
ing, the work of the Malay, and not of the original inhabitants; but as it 
is in univerfal uft and wear throughout the country, and as thegoldfmiths 
are fettled every where along the coaft, I cannot be guilty of much irrc 
gularity in dcfcribing here the procefs of their art. 

' There is no circumftance that renders the filagree a matter of greater 
curiofity, than the coarfcnefs of the tools employed in the workmanship, 
and which, in the hands of an European, would not be tTiought fufB-
ciently perfcft for the moft ordinary purpofes. They are rudely and in-
artificialiy formedj by the golc.fmith (fandi)^ from any old iron he can 
pick up. When you engage one of them to execute a piece of work, 
his firft requeft is ufually for a piece of iron hoop, to make his wire
drawing inflrumeni^ an old, hammer head, ftuck in a block, fcrv.ci for 
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an anvil; and I have Teen a pair of compafles, conipofcd of two old nails 
tied together at one end. The gold is melted in a piece of a preeee or 
earthen rice pot, or fometimes in a crucible of their own make, of or
dinary tlay. In general they ufe no bellows, but blow the fire with 
their mouths, through a joint of bamboo, and if the quantity of metal 

• to be melted is confiderable, three or four perfons fit ..round their fur
nace, which is an old broken quailu or Iron pot, and blow together. 
At Padatigz[onty where the raanufadure is more confiderable, they have 
adopted tiie Chinefc bellows. Thtir method of drawing the wire, dif
fers but little from that ufed by European workmen. When drawn to 
a fuflcient fincnefs, they flatten it, by beating it on their anvil; and 
when flattened they give it a twift, like that in the whalebone handle of 
a punch-ladle, by rubbing ic on a block of wood, with a flat ftick. Af
ter twilling they again beat it on the anvil, and by thefe means it be
comes flit jvire with indented edges. With a pair of nippers they fold 
down the end of the wire, and thus form a leaf, or clement of a flower 

^ in their work, which is cut off". The end is again folded and cut off, 
till they have got a fufficicnt number of leaves, which are all .laid on 
fingly. Patterns of the flowers or foliage, in which there is not very 
much variety, are prepared on paper, of the fize of the gold plate on 
which the filagree is to be laid. According to this, they begin to dif-' 
pofe on the plate the larger compartments of the foliage, for which 
they ufe plain flat wire of a larger fize, and fill them up vvith the leaves 
before mentioned. To fix their work they employ a glutinous fubftancc, 
made of the red berry called booa fago, ground to a pulp, on a rough 
flonc. This pulp they place on a young coconut, aboxit the fize of a 
walnut, the top and bottom bting cut off. I at firfl imagined that ca
price alone might have directed them to the ufe of the coconut for this 
purpofc \ but I have fince reflcftcd oo the probability of the juice of 
the ĵ ^Qung fruit being nccefl[#ry to keep ihepu'pmoift, which would 
otherwifc fpecdily become dry and unfit for the work. After that the 
leaves have been all j)laced in order, and ftuck on, bit by bit, a folder 
is prepared of gold filings and borax, moiflcntd with water, which they 
itrcw over the plate, and then putciug it in the fir;; for a fljort time, 
... tl̂ c 
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he whole becomes umtel.'' T&is"lc!nd of work "on a ^ d p l a t e j th«y 

:all carrang papan : when the work is open, they call it cnrrang traufe, 

In executing the latter, the foliage is laid out on a card, or foft ki^'d of 
wood, and ftuck on, as before dclcribed, with the fago berry ̂  and the 
•vork, when finifhed, being ftrewed over with their folder, is put into tbe 

'ire, when the card or foft wood burning away, the.gold remains conncdted'. 

r the piece be large, they folder it at fcvefal times. In the manufafture 
if badjoahMttons, they firft make the lowef part flat, and having a "mould 
ormcd of a piece of buffalo's horn, indented to feveral fizes, each like 
'ine half of a bullet mould, they lay their work over one of thefc holes, 
nd with a horn punch, they ptefs it into the form of the button. Alter 
his they complete the upper part. WKcn the filagree is finiflied, they 
kanfe it, by boiling it in water, with common fait and alvim, or fome-
iroes lime juice ; and in order to give it that fine purple color which 
fiey call fapo, they boil it in water with brimflone. The planner of 
laking the litt'e balls, with which their works are fometimcs orna-
u^nted, is as follows. They take a piece of charcoal, and having cut 

flat and fmooth, they make in it a fmall hole, which they fill with 
./Idduft, and this melted in the fire, becomes a little ball. They arc 
.ry inexpert at finifliing and poli/hin^ the plain parts, hinges, fcrews, 
ui the like, being in this as much excelled by the European artiftv as 
' fe fall (hort of them, in the fincnefs and minutenefs of the foliage. 
he Chincfe alfo make filagree, moftly of filvcr, which looks eleganr, 
ut wants likcwifc the extraordinary delicacy of the Malay work. The 
rice of the workmanfliip depends upon the difficulty or uncommonncfs 

the pattern. In fome articles of ufual demand, it docs not exceed 
third of the value of the go'd ; but in matters of fancy, it is gene-

lly equal to it. The mnnufaiflure is not now held in very high eftima-
»n in England, where coftlincfs is not fo much the objeft of luxury, A 

Ety; but in the revolution of tafte,- if may probably be again /ought 
er and admired as faih^onabl^. 

*i8ut little Ikill is Ibewn amongft the C'untry people in forging iron. i,on Maou-
,'**hey make nails however, though not much ufcd by them iu building, 

"ooden pius being generally futilitutsd ; alio various kinds of tooU, as 
the 

fafturci. 
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the prang or bill, the banchee, remiay^ hUiongt and papateel, which 
are different fpecies of adzes, the capa or ax, and the pancoor or hoe. 
Thei<; fire is made with charcoal ; the foffil coal which the country pro
duces being rarely, if ever, employed, except by the Europeans. * 
Their bellows are thus conftrufted. Two bamboos of about four inches 
diameter and five feet in length, ftand perpendicularly near the fire; 
open at the upper end, and ttopt below. About Sn inch or two from 
the bottom, a fmall joint of bamboo is inferted into each, which ferve 
as nozles, pointing to, and meeting at the fire. To produce a ftream 
of air, bunches of feathers or other foft fubftance, being faftened to 
long handles, are worked up and down in the upright tubes, like the 
pifton of a pump. Thefe when puflicvi downwards, force the air through 
the fmall horizontal tubes; and by railing and finking each alternately, 
a continual current or blaft is kept u p ; for which purpofc a boy is ufu-
aliy placed on a high feat or fland. 

cirpenterV* The progrefs they have made "in carpenter's work has been .alitady 
pointed out, where there buildings were defcribed. They arc ^norant 

- of the ufc of the faw, excepting where wc have introduced it among 
them. Trees are felled by chopping at the ftcm?, and in procuring 

:*• bo^ds, they are confined to thofe, the dircAion of whofe grain, or 
other qualities, admit of their being eafily fplit afunder. In this refpeft 
the waratiii and maracooiy have the preference. The tree, being {tripped 
of its branches and its bark, is cut into the length required, and by the 
help of wedges fplit into boards. Thefe being of irregular thicknefs, 

Tooli. areufually dubbed upon the fpot. The tool ufed for this purpofe ts the 
rembay, the corners of which turn up towards the workmen, to prevent 
their catching in the board ; but this feems an unncceffary precaution. 
Mod of their fmaller work, and particularly on the bamboo, is pcrfor.n-
ing with the papatt el, which rcfembles in Ihape, as much as in n 
the patoopatoo of the New Zclandcrs, out has the vaft fupcrioril?y 

* And not by them of la<c ye«r« » yet the report m»de of it in 1719 w«i, th« it gave a ^ / r f«t» 
tlian the coal from England: tbcbedof it (though dcfuibcd ratlier »î  a Urge rock abovr ••'> 
lies rourdsyij«uJra«y up Bcncoeica river, ftum wb6ace<|uantuieiaie waDxcddowuby tl.' 

being 
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being made of iron. The blade, which is faflcncd to the handle with a 
curious kind of bafkct work of fplit rattans, is fo contrived as to turn in 
it, and by that means can be employed cither as an adze or fmall hatchet. 

• Their houfes are generally built with the affiftance of this fimplc inftru-
ment alone. The biUiong is no other than a large papatcel, wijch a handle 
of two or three feet In length, turning like that, in its focket. 

The chief cement they ufe is made of the curd of the buffalo milk. Cement?, 
called prackee. It is to be obferved that butter is made (for the ufe of 
Europeans only *) not as with us, by churning, but by letting the mitk 
ftand till the butter forms of itfclf on the top. It is then taken off 
with a fpoon, ftirred about with the fame in a flat veflll, and well wafli-
ed in two or three waters. The thick four milk left at the bottom, 
when the butter or cream is removed, is what I term the curd. Thij 
muft be well fqueezed, formed into cakes, and left to dry, when it will 
grow* nearly as hard as flint. For ufe, you muft fcrape /bme of it off^ 
mix it with quick lime, and moiftcn it^with milk. I think that there is 
no flrongcr cement in the world, and it is found to hold, particularly in 
t hot and datnp climate, much better than glue ; proving alfo effcftual , * 

in mending china ware. The vifcous juice of a particular berry, is 
likewife ufed in the country as a cement. 

Painting and drawing they are quite ftrangcrs to. In carving, both i*«figni»gi 
in wood and ivory, they are curious and fanciful, but their defigns ar« 
always grotefque and out of nature. The handles of the crccfcs are the 
moft common fubjefts of their ingenuity in this art, which ufually ex
hibit the head and beak of a bird, with the folded arms of a human 
creature, not unlike the reprefentation of one of the Egyptian deities. In ^ 
cane and bafket work they are particularly neat and expert; js well as !• 

mats, of which fome kinds are much prized. 

• The wordi afcd hj the MaUyt, for butter and cheei*, ore MtnUiga «nd Sfit4!J», which vt% 
«u(c Ponueuefe. 

U Silk 

m 
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Looaif. Silk and cotton cloths, of varied colors, manufadured by 
are worn by tht natives in all parts of the country; efpecic 

women. Some of their work is very fine, and the patterns p 

cicd. Their loom or apparatus for weaving (tutinone) is exti 

fcdive, 'and renders their progrefs tedious. One end of the v 

made fall to a frame, the whole is kept tight, and the web ftr 

by means of a fpecies of yoke, which fallens behind the bo 
perfon weaving fits down. Every fecond of the longitudin; 
pafles feparately through a fet of reeds, like the teeth of a < 

• the alternate ones through another fet. Thcfe are forced hoi 
*te*urn of the fliuttle, rendering the warp clofe and even. Th 
"'threads of the warp crofs each other, up and down, to admit t 

' not from the extremities, as in our looms, nor effcdled by 
'^but by turning edge ways two flat Hicks which pafs throi: 
fliuttle (iecrab) is a hollow rccd, about fixtecn inches long, 
ornamented on the outfide, and clofed at one end, having in i 

bit of Hick, on which is rolled the woof or Ihoot. The fiik c 
ufually a gold head. They ufc fometimcs another kind of 
more fimplc than this, being no more than a frame in which t̂  
fixed, and the woof darned with a long, fmall pointed fliuttl 
make ufe of a machine for fpinning the cotton very like oi 
women are expert at embroidery, the gold and filver thread for 

It 

procured from China, as well as their needles. For coram 
their thread is thejjeeby before mentioned, or filaments of t 
(mtt/ct). 

»mjlwnwarc. DiflTcrcnt kinds of earthenware, I have elfevvhere obfervcd, 

nufa&ured on the lHand. 
< 

'•rfume*- Thcy have a praflice of perfuming their hair with oil of b 

which thcy diftil thcmfclves from the gum, by a proccfs dou 
their own invention. In procuring it, a preeoo, or earthen rice 
vered clofe, is ufcd for a retort. A fmall bamboo is inferted in 
•f the veffel, and well luted with clay and aihe^ from whic. 

> - t 



drops as It comes over. Along with the benjamin they put into the 
retortt a mixture of fugar cane and other articles, that contribute little 
or nothing to the quantity or quality of the diililation; but no liquid 

' is added. This empyrcumatic oil is valued among them at a high price, 
and can only be ufcd by the fuperior rank of people. • . ^ 

The oil in general ufe is that of the coconut, which is procured in the *̂ '' 
following manner. The fleihy part being fcrapcd out of the nut, which for 
this ufe muft be old, is cxpofcd for fome time to the heat of the fun. It 
is then put into a mat bag, and placed in the prcfs (cam^auha;/) between 
two floping timbers, which are fixed together in a focket in the lofR'er 
part of the frame, and forced towards eacji other by wedges in a groove 
at top, comprcffing by this means, the pulp of the nut, which yields an 

* oil, that falls into a trough made for its reception below. In the farther 
parts of the courrtry, this oil alfo, owing to the fcarcity of coc'onuts, is 
dear, and not fo much ufcd for burning as the daninmr or rofin, which is 
always at hand. When travelling at rtight they make ufe of torches or Toid.e:. 
links, called fQcloe, the common fort of which arc nothing more than 
dried bambbos »f a convenient length, beaten at the joints, til! fpHt in 
every part; without the addition of any refinous or other inflammable 
fubftance. A fuperior kind is made by filling with dammar a y<jung 
bamboo, about a cubit long, well dried, and having the outer Ikin taken off. 

Thcfe torches are carried with a view, chiefly, to frighten away the "rned t« 
tigers, which arc alarmed at the appearance of fire; and for the fame thctigcrir 
reafon it is common to make a biaze with wood, in difTerent parts round 
'their villages. The tigers prove to the inhabitants, both in their jour
neys and even their domeftic occupations, moH fatal and deftruftive 
enemies. The nutnber of people annually (lain by thefe rapacious ty- nnnt of 
rants of the woods, is almoft incredible. I have known inftanccs of whole '''*'* "'••*l«' 
villages being depopulated by them. Yet, from a fuperititious pre
judice, it is with difficulty they are prevailed upon, by a large reward 
which the India Company offers, to ufe methods of dcftroying thctn.; •'̂ "• 
till they have fuAaine^ fomc particular injur)' in their own family or k b -
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dred. Their traps, of which they can maXe vanerjVare^very Ingenlourff 
contrived. Somttimes they are in the nature of ftrong cages, with falling 
doors, into which the beaft is enticed by a goat or dog enclofed as a bait: , 
fometimes they manage that a large timber Ihall fali, in a groove, acrofs his 
back I fometimes he his noofed about the loins with ftrong rattans; fome
times is led to afcend a plank, nearly balanced, which turning when he 
is paft the center, lets him fall upon fharp (hikes prepared below. Itl* 
fiances have occurred of a tiger being caught by one of the former 
modes, which had many marks in his body of the partial fuccefs of this 
iaft expedient. The cfcapcs, at times, made from them by the natives 
are ivuly fupprizing, but thefe accounts in general carry too romantic an 
air to admit of being repeated ,as fads. The fize and ftrength of the 
fpecies which prevails on this ifland is prodigious. They are faid to 
break with a Aioke of their fore paw, the kg of a horfe or a buffalo j 
and the largell prey they kill is without difficulty dragged by them into 
the woods. This they ufually perform on the fccond night, being fup-
pofed, on the firft, to gratify themfclves with fucking the blood only. 
Time is by this delay afforded to prepare for their deftruftion; and to the ^ 
methods already enumerated, befide ffiooting thtm, I /hould add that 
of placing a veflcl of water, ftrongly impregnated with arfcnic, near the 
carcs\^e, which is faftened to a tree to prevent its being carried off. The 
tiger having fatiated himfelf with the flefh, is prompted to affviage his 
thirft, with the tempting liquor at hand, and perlflies in the indulgence. 
Their chief fubfiftencc is moft probably, the unfortunate monkeys with 
which the woods abound. They are dcfcribed as alluring them to their 
fate, by a facinating power, fimilar to what has been fuppofed of the 
fnake, and I am not incredulous enough to treat the idea with contempt, 
having myfelf obfcrved that when an aligator or crocadilc, in a river, 
comes under an overhanging bough of a tree, the monkies, in a ftate of 

ilk^^n: alarm and diftraftion, crowd to the extremity, and chattering and trem
bling, approach nearer and nearer to the amphibious monfler that 
waits to devour them as they drop, which their fright and number ren-

And of alig«- dcts almoft Unavoidable. Thefe aligators likewiic occafion the loA of 
maay inhabtunts, frequently dclkoying the pcopie ^s they bathe in the 

• • . ' • • " , ! * • • If ' - , : • • ' 
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rivcr» according to their regular cuftom, and which the perpetual evi
dence of the ri& attending it, cannot deter them from. A fuperftitious 

^ idea of their fanftity alfo, prefcrves them from moleftation, although, 
with a hook of fufficlent ftrength, they may be taken without juuch dif
ficulty. A mufket ball appears to have no effedt upon their impenetra
ble hides. 

Beiides the common methods of taking fi(h, of which the feas that Fifhrnj, 
wafh the coafts of Sumatra afford an extraordinary variety and abundance, 
the natives employ a mode, unpradifed, I apprehend, in a»y part of.— -- . • 
Europe. They fteep the root of a certain creeping plant, called teeh, 
of*flrong narcotic qualities, in the water where the fifli are obfcrvcd", 
vvTiich produces fuch an effect, that they become intoxicated and to ap
pearance dead, float on the furface of the water, and arc taken with the 
hand. This is generally made ufc of in the bafons of water, formed by 
the ledges of coral rock which, having no outlet, arc left full when the 
tide has ebbed.* Birds, particularly the plover (cherooln^) and quails 
(fcojoo), are caught by fnarcs or fpringes laid for them in the grafs. „. , ,. ^ 
Thefe are of ejoe, which refcmbles horfchair, many fathoms in length, 
and difpofcd in fuch a manner that their feet get entangled ; for which 
purpofe they arc gently driven towards the fnares. In fome parts of the 
country they make ufc of clafp nets. I never obfcrved a Sumatran t6 
fire a fliot at a bird, though many of them, as well ;is the more eaficrn. 
people, have a renrarkably fine aim; but the mode of letting ofî  the 
matchlocks, which are the pieces mod habitual to them, precludes the* 
jpoffibiiity of Ihooting flying. Gunpowder is manufadurcd in various Cunpcwfer. 
parts of the ifiand, but lefs in the country I am more particularly fpcak* 

• In Csptain Cook's fccond voyage is a pi itc repfefenting a plant ufcd tor the Lne purpofe ««;,„ 
Otkhcite, which a the tx»& dtlinestion of one wnorCc appearance 1 am well acquaioitd Htih on Soa,̂  
matra, and which abounds in many parti o( the (ca beach ; but ttiuugh ici (|uahtic» U Uniilar ta^ 
Aob at the ivoioo, the Utter U» Jiffcivnt plant, being avine or cree,iei. lu .-louth yViiitrieu alfo» . 
«e«reinforined, tlu: inhabitants procure ti<h af'er this extraoidinaey manner, cmploytng tlirec 
different kinds of (ilantii; but whetberaiiy of them be thi.- I'ame wkh that at' Uuliritc ois Sumatra, '-̂  

I am ignorant. Ihavciately 'lecain/urmcd that this prance is not unknown in Knglantl, buiitwi 
beenprohibitrd. It i i tena^^" foxing": the drug nuult ub vf inu ihtfKului iitjjcui. " ' ^ 



iBgof, and fo..thc fouthward in general, than amongft the people of Mc» 
Qangcabow, the Battajii, and Aclicuefe, whofc frequent wars demand large 
fupplics. I t is nM<î  as with u s jo f proportions of charcoal, fulphur, 
and nitn ît b,wi: t^p ^oijiipofition, U very imperfed^ly granxilated, being 
cflen Ua,ftily prcpar<;d, in ffnall quantities, for immediate ufe. The laft 
article, though found in the grcateft quantity in the faltpetre caves before 
fpok.cn of, is moft commonly procured from goat's dung, which is always 
t abe had in plenty. 

ogu,. . Theja^ree or country fugar is ufually made from the juice of the 
anaJf, a fpecies of palm tree, cxtraded in the manner already defcribed. 
In fomc places, but rarely, they.prcfs the fugur cane for this purpofc, in a 
mill, the rollers of which are worked by the cndlefsfcrew, inftead of coggsf̂  
one of thctwo,\vhich.is longer than the other, having a bar through it that. ' 
is turned by the hand. The juice is fimply boiled till a confiftence is 
formed, but fcareely at all granulated, being little more than a thick 
fyrup. This is made into cakes, Spread upon leaves to dry, and after
wards foldicd up in oopee or the inner bark of the j)ew«H t̂rcc. This jaggrec, 

.̂•i>t>»M;. jjefi(je its ordinary ufcs as fugar, being mixed with lime, makes a fine 
cement for building, and an exquifice plaftcr for walls, which in fome 
parts of India equals marble in appearance. The liquor of the anou, 
called neeroo or toddy, is drank whilft frefh, and proves an agreeable 
beverage. It is alfo made ufe of in a fermented ftatc, to efFcft which 
a copapofition is employed called ra^gee; and a quantity of rice being 
r\t the fame time fteeped in 5t, the liquor then becomes intoxicating, and 
is called hum. This is in faft the bafis of the fpirit called arrack, but 
theSumatrans have not the art of diftilling it,* The Malays, when re- ' 

•* Many attempts have been made by the Englifli to bring to perfcSiun tbemanuraAurc of fugar 
and arrack from the canei: but the cxpencn, particularly of the flaves, were alwa;'i found to 
exceed tlie advantages. Witliin thefe few years, that the plantations and works were committed 
to the management of Mr. Htniy Botham, il hat manifeftly apiwarcd that the end ii to be obtained, 
by employing the Chintfl in the vw>rk« of the field, and allowing them a -proportion of tUe product, 
forthcir labor. Thenianufafihire had arrived at a confidcrabic extent, when the breatiricr out of 
tli« wargaveacheektoitsprogTrefj i but the path is pointed otJt, and it is worth puitjiiig with 
vtpt. The fums of money thrown into Bauvia for oi rack and fugar tjave been unmenTC' 

. — ^ . ^ -, . ,c-.: ftrained 
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d from the ufe of opium, Hfe apt to'have recourfe to this liquor, 
long the country people inebriation is perfedly rare. 

!- here, as in moft other countries, an article of general confump- s«iai 
Ihc demand for it is moftly fupplied by cargoes imported, but 
lo manufafture it thcmfelves.* The method is tedious. They 

tire clofc to the fea beach, and pour upon it fca water, by dc-
VVbcn this hns been continued for a certain time, the water cva-

o, and the fait being precipitated among the afhes, they gather 
baikets, or in funnels made of the bark or leaves of trees, and 

our fea water on them, till the particles of fait are well feparatcii<^'*^ » 
-, with the water, into a veffel placed below to receive theiak 
iter, now flrongly itnpregnatcd, is ooiled till the fait adheres in a 
lift to the bottom and fides of the veffel. In burning a fquare 
lit firewood, a ikiltul pcrfon procures about five gallons.of fait. 

thus made, has fo confiderable a mixture of the fait of the wood, 
ibon diffolvcs, and cannot be carried far into the country. Ttif' 

grain is preferred. 41' 
• 

ut of medicine, among the Sumatrans, confifts almoft entirely j ^ , , ĵ ^^_^ 
-plication of fimples, in the virtues of which they are furpriz- *""• 
lied. Every old man and woman is a phyfician; their rewards "" ..,.,j_ 
ig upon their fuccefs; but they generally procure a fmall Aim in 

under the pretext of purchafing charms •f. The mode <^ prac^ 

•t 

of the earlkft letters from Bencoolen, t» tFie Prefidcncy of Madras, it h mentii 

luldnot bcdifeoicd cf u an article of tra<U. 

s arc there worn about the necki of children, as in Eurt>pe. I know not what thef" 

.1 of, nor tilt of much confequence, bein^ merely impof«.u<n« of the MnUy priefti. , 

iinft an ague I once accitlentaliy met wiih, which from circuinfiaiicei J conclude to bf, 
, af fuch ai are emplo/cU by the Portugucfc Chriliun* in India* Though not pfo^i' 

;ii)gtomy fuhjefl, I wiU i>reiciu it to the reader. " (Sign of the twfj) •W'iwj»|'-, 
lie croft, tit trembitd and ikaked ; and tiiey faid unto him, baft Uiouaa tgue i aa4 
them, I have neiiiier ague not fever ; and whofbever bean thcfe wordi, cither m 

•> mind, fliall n^ff be uoublcd with ague ci fever. So help thy knrtAtt, O Loti^ 

**I. 
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ticc is either by ailminifleriiig the juices of certain trees »ad herbs in
wardly, or by applying outwardly a poultice of leaves chopped fmall, 
upon the bread or part affedtcd, renewing it as foon as it becomes dry. 
For internal pains, they rub oil on a large leaf of a ftiinulant quality; 
andheating it before the fire, cla]) it on the body of the patient, as a 
blifter, which produces very powerful cffcds. Phlebotomy they never 
ufe, yet the people of the neighbouring ifland of Ntas are famous for 
their {kill in cupping, which they practice in a manner peculiar tothem-
fclvcs. 

n fevers they give a decodlion of the herb lakoon, and bathe the pa
tient, for two or three mornings, in warm water. If this does ncrprovc 
cifeftual, they pour over him, during the paroxyfm, a quantity of cold 
water, rendered more chilly by the daoutt feiiin^iu, which, from the 
fudden j:cvulfion it caufcs, brings on a copious perfpiratlon. Pains and 
fwcllings in the limbs are likewifc cured by fweating; but for this put« 
pofe, tbey cither cover themfelves over with mats, and fitinthcfuu» 
ihiae at noon, or if the operation be performed within doors, a lamp, 
and fometimes a pot of boiling herbs, is enclofcd in tjje cevering with 
them. 

fjtcttt'h. There are two fpecies of leprofy known in thefe parts. The milder 
fort, or impetigo^ as I apprehend it to be, is' very common among the 
inhabitanti of Neas; grea: numbers of whom are covered with a white 
fcurf or fcales, that renders them loathfomc to the fight. But this dif-

^ temper, though difagreeable from the violent itching and other incoo* 
"̂  veniences with which it is attended, docs not appear immediately to if-, 

icSi the health; flaves in that fituation being daily boUj|^t and fold for 
^eld and other out-door work. It is communicated from parents to their 

1 who put their truft in thee i" From the many foldt that appear in the original, J have reaCbn to 

^ apprehend that it had been worn, andby fome EngliOimen, whom frequent iicknefi and the fond 

love of life, had rendered weak and fuperftiuout enough to try tlie eSe£t» of this baibaroui nA 

pduulous quackery. 

' \' • ' ,\ offspring. 
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offspring, bbt though hereditary, it is not contagious. I havr romctimcs 
betJB induced to think it nothing more than a confirmed ftagcof.thc 

'fifpigoox ringworm, or it may be the lame with what is clfcwhere termed ;• 
ihtfoingks, I have known a Neas man who has cffctftcd a temporary re
moval of this fcurf, by the frequent application of fuch herbs as arc ufcd 
to cure the ringworm, and fometlmes by rubbing gunpowder and ftiong 
acids to his {kin ; but it always returned after fomc time. The other fpc- .r . 
dies with which the country gcoplc arc in feme inflanccs afTcdlcd, is doubt-
lefs from the defcription given of its dreadful fymptoms, that fcvere kind 
of leprofy which has been cermed (kphantiofis ; the fkin coming off k 
flakes, and the flcfh falling from the bones, as in the lues venerea. This 
diforder being cftcemed highly infeftious, the unliappy wretch whq 
labors under it, is driven from the village he belonged to, into the woods, 
vvhcre viftuals are left for him, from time to time, by his relations. A 
prang and a knife arc likewife delivered to him, that he may build him- "" 

fclf a hut, which is generally erefled near to fomc river, continual bathing '• 

being fuppofed to have fome cffeA in removing the diforder, or alleviating ' * 
the mifcry o/ the patient. Few ioftances of recovery have been knowa. 
There is a difeafe called the nambee j^Vxch bears fome affinity to this, at- , ' 
tacking the feet chiefly, the fleih of which it cats away. As none but the ^^'^ 
lowcftclafs of people feem to fuffer from this complaint, I imagin»-it .»^ 
proceeds in a great degree from want of clcanlinefs. * 

The fmall "pox fomctimes vifits the ifland and makes terrible ravages. Small po^ 
\t is regarded as a plague, and drives from the country thoufands whom 
titc infedion fpares. Their method of flopping its progrefs (for they 

'do not attempt a cure) is by converting into an hofpital or receptacle 
for the reft, that village wh"-e lie the greatcft number of fick, whither 
they fend all who are attactKd by the diforder, from the country round. 
The moft. fffedual methods are purfued to prevent any perfon's efcapp 
froth this village, which is burnt to the ground as foon as the infedion 
has ipcnt itfclf, or devoured all the victims thus ofTered to it. Inocula
tion fccms to be an ic^a not {bought of, and as it could not be univcifal, 
it might be a dangerous experiment for Europeans to introduce it par-

V X ' . tiaJly, 
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tiarty, In a country where t^e- diforder make its appearance at diftsr* 
interval*only ; unlefs thofe periods could be feized, and the attempt* 
made, when and where there might be well founded > apprehenfion of its, 
being communicated in the natural way. A diflemper much refembling 
the fmall pox, and in its firft ftages miftaken for it, is not uncommon. 
It caufes an alarm, but does r̂ dt prove moctal, and is probably what wc 
terra the chicken [wx. 

VenerMl dif- The venereal difeafe, though common in^he Malay bazars, is in the 
^t^ . inland country almoft unknown.. A man returning to his village, with-

tffe infedion, is Ihunned by the inhabitants as an unclean and interdidedi 
per.fon. The Malays cure it with the dccoftion of a. china root, called 
by them gadoong, which caufes a falivatiouv. 

Imitxaxf, W h e n a man is by ficknefs, or otherwifc, deprived of his reafon, or when 
fiibjeft to convulfion fits, they imagine him poflLHed by an evil fpirit, 

, and their ceremony of exorcifm h performed by put t ing the unfortunate 
wretch inro a hu t , which they fet fire to about his cars, fufFering him to 
make his efcape through the flames in the befl manner h i can. T h e 

^ fright, which would go nigh to dcIUoy the intcllefts of .a reafonablc man, 
*' may perhaps have, under contrary circumilances,. an oppofitc effcA. 

Sci«iM!«i. T h e ikili oi the Sumatrans in any of the fcienccs, is,, as may be pnr-
Axuhmetic. fumed, very limited. Some, however, I have met with,, who, in arith-

^ ' • ̂ '"~ metic, could multiply and divide, by a fingic multiplier or divifor, f.. vc-

, \4 i ' ral places of figures. Tens of thoufands/'/a*^) arc the higheft clafs of 
numbers the Malay language has a name for. I»i covmtii^ over a (juanr 
tUy of fmall artiolcs, each tenth,, and afterwards eacK hundredth piece, 
isput afido-i <vhich method is jufi confonant.with the pr^grpfs ,of fcien-
tific numeration, and proLably was the ovigin of it» Whin they may 
have occafipn to recollctft at a dlflancc of time, the tale of^^y commo.-
ditics they are carrying to markctj or the like, the country pcpple often 
affift their memory, by tying knots on a firing, wlii^his produced whfn 
«he)t Want to fpeclfy the ftiifiibcr- The Per'avianyiz/tfj were, I fuppofe, 
an improvement upOO this fimple inveation. i 

They 
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-Thty eTimatc the quantity of moft fpedes of niffc'h'jmdiite bj'\vhat McaAjrei. 
wc ca-li dry meafurc, the ufc oi' weights beino; apparently introduced 

.among tbcra byiorcigncrs^; for tiic peati and rAttec iro ufed only 'on, 
the fca coift, and places which the Malays frequent.* The ,coetah of 
Uamboo, contaioing very nearly a gallon, is the goiwial d'andard oC 
mpafure among the Rejanga; of thcfc eight hundred ittflkc a «ja«.- the 
cbcopa is one quarter of a bamboo. By the bamboo almo(t all articles, 
even elephants teeth, are boUî ht and fold ; but by a baniljoo of ivory '" "^w'l 
they mean fo much as is equal in weight to a bamboa f rice. This 
ftill includes the idea of weight, but is not attended with thfir prinripal _ ^ . « . _ 
objeftion to that mode of afcertaining quanrtty, which arucs, a? -thf^' 
fay, from the impoflibility of judging by the eye of' t"he juft'ncfs 
of artificial weights, owing to the various m;rt;eriil? of which rhey 

* may be compofwl, and which meafurcment i's not Tuiblc to. The' 
mcafures of length here, as jwrhaps originally atricyn'g every pcoptfe upon v, 

earthi are taken from the dimetifions of the human body. The depfo; 
or fathorn, is the cxtwit of the arms Trom each extremity of rte f!n- . 

^ t i the tm, or cubit, is the fore-arm and hand : cakee is the foot ^ 
j«tiea is the fpan f and jarree, which fignifics a finger,"is the inch. Thcfe' 
are eftlniated ft^m the geftera! pi-oportions of middle-fizcd men, others 
making an allowance in meafuring, and not regulated by any cxa^ 
ftandard. 

- ^- iM ' 

- > ^ 

The ideas of Geography, among fuch of them as do tiot frequent the Gcogranhy,** 
fca, are perfedlly confined, or rather they entertain tiont. They know 
not that the country they inhabit is an ifland, nor h!\vc they iriy general 
name for it. Habit renders them expert in travelling through the woods, /•, 

^vhere they perform journeys of weeks and months wkhout feeing a dwel- . 
l<ing. In places little frequented, wlicre they Have occafion to ftrike . 
eut new pathrf,'(for roads there are^honc) tiley rtiake itikrfcs on trees, for .;-
tkeiatUTe guidance of themlch'eS'artdOthert. I have heard a man fay) . -:^ 

' \ . - . ' • - ' . \ - ' . • ' : , ' ' ' ^ ^ 

* "fhe/ztw/if ijj^M; iqpffl««/neonep*:ul, tack b«ing«ili[nate<l»t»pou»(l«iKl atliiri. :. , > > • . : 

Xz " I will 
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%il will attempt a paffiigc by fuch a route, for my father, when living, 

told me that he had left his tokens there." They eftimate the diftance of 

places from each other, by the number of days, or the proportion of the , 

day, taken up in travelling it, and not by meafurcmcnt of the fpace. 

Their journey, or day's walk, may be computed at about twenty miles ; 

but they can beat a long continuance of fatigue. 

r*-', 
A<lfonomy. T h e Malays, as well as the Arabs and other Mahometan nations, fix 

the length of the year at three hundred and fifty four days, or twelve 

lunar months of twenty nine days and an half; by which mode of rcck-

"^wfting, each year is thrown back above eleven days. The original Su» 

matrans rudely eftimate their annual periods from the rcvdution of the 

feafons, and count their years frotn the number of their crops of grain 

{tacfiu ptddee) ; a prajfticc, which, though not pretending to accuracy, * 

is much,more ufeful for the general purjK>fes of life, than the former, 

%hich is merely adapted to religious obfcrvances. They, as well as the 

Malays, compute time by regular lunar periods, but do 0ot attempt to 

tiace any relation or correfpondcnce, between thefc fmaUer meafures and 

the folar revolution. Whilft more pollfhed nations vpcte*muUiplying 

miftakes and difficulties, in their endeavors to afcertain the completion 

of the fun's courfe through the ecliptic, and in the mean while fuffcring 

**• tfiar nominal feafons to become almoft the rcverfe of nature, thefe peo

ple without an idea of intercalation, prefervcd the account of their 

- ^ years free from cflemial, or at leaft progreflive error, and the confufion 

V ':-'*^'' which attends it. The divifion of the month into weeks I believe to be 

• unknown, except where it has been taught with Mahometanifm ; the 

day of the moon's age bcuig ulcd inllcad of it, where accuracy is re

quired ; nor do they fubdivide the day into hours. T o denote the time 

:.*• of day, at which any circuaiftancc they 6.nd it neceifary to fpeak of, 

happened, they point with their finger, to the height in the &y, at 

..which the fun then flood. And this mode is the more general and pre-

"''" Jtife, as the fun, fo near the equator, afcends and dcfcends almoft per-

j)f ndicularly, and rifes and fcts, at all feafons of the year, within a few 

jninutcs of iiji o'clock. Scarce any of the Uar» or 'conllellatioos arcilif-

( tinguiftucti 

* 
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tingnifhed by them. They notice, however, Ac planet Venus, But do 
not imagine her to be the fame at the different periods of her revolution r 
when Ihe precedes the rifing, and follows the fctting fun. Tlity ire 
aware of the night on which the new moon fliould make its appeaeS» 
ance, and the Malays falute it with the difcharge of guns. They alfo' 
know when to expcfl: the returns of the tides, which arc at their height,, 
on the fouth weftern coaft of the ifland, when that luminary is in the ho
rizon, and ebb as it rifes. When they obferve a bright ft;ir near the moon,, 
they are apprchenfivcof a fiorm ; as Europeans fallor forctcl a gale from 
the fharpncfs of her horns. 1 hcfe are both, in part, the confcqiience of an 
unufual clearnefs in the air, which proceeding from an extraordinary' 
alteration of tiie ftate of the atraofphere, mull naturally be tolloAral by 
a violent rufliing of the circumjacent parts, to rcftore the equilibrium^ 

• andslfcus prove the progno:;ic of high wind. During an eclijfe they 
make a loud noifc with founding inftrumcnts, to prevent one luminary 
from devouring the other, as the Chinefc, to frighten away the dragon. 
They tell of a man in the mcon, who is continually employed in fpin- , 
ning cotton, but that every night a rat gnaws his thread, and obliges 
him to begm \n% work afrclh. This they apply a«. an emblem of end-
lefs and inefiedual labor, like the ftonc of Sifypluj^ and the iitves of 
the Danaid(.s. ** 

Hiflory and chronology they are entirety without; the memory of all 
pall events being piclervcd by tradition only. 

They are fond of mufic, and have many inffruments in ufe among MUB-. 
' tbcm, but few, upon inquiry, appear to be original, being moftly bor

rowed trora the Cbinefe and other more eallcrn people ; particularly the 
,(oit/'t*'igt P»*g7 and fcoietn. The vioJin has found its w^y to thcrti 
from the weilward. The calimang refembles the fticcado and the har- < 
monica; the u.ore common ones having the crofs pieces, which arc 
flruck with two little hammers, of fplit bamboo, and the more perfect, 
of a ceruin compofitioii of metal which is very fonorous. T\ic gotigs, 
% kind of bfcil, but differing much in Ihape, and ftruck oa the outfidc, ; 
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aupcafl-in iits regular}^ ^\!incdi,a.^.irus, Cp'-H'tli, fifth,, apd oftavc, and 
• roftcn ier-vc a.s a bafsj or undcppart.'tQ the calivta^. The /eoLe» is 

'tljc;, ]\̂ j)aj« ilute^ ,T;hc country, flute; U called jcrdum,, Jjt ,̂ s .nude of 
. 'baai^oOj i?. vuy !mjiate<fl, havii\g but few ftops,,,and.fjreferobles much' 

ap-inrtriuijcnt dcfcrtlicd as foû nd among the people, <rf-Ot^cite. ^ . 
fingle hole uadcrncatli, is covered .with the thumb of the left hand, and 

ithe hole iicarcfl; the cad at which it is blowa,. on the upper fide, with a 
ifingcr of the fame hand. >The other, tivo l̂ ioks are ,ftopt with the riglit 

, h^i)d fingers. In blowing they IpldJ^ inclined to the right fide. They 
L-K >»«S lipSP. v^ri.ous inni-umcQts of the drum kind, pai^ticularly thofe called 

'"'^iill^aht which arc in ..pairs, and beqten.with.the hands at each end. They 
,aî c made of a certain kind of wu'̂ d nollowed our, covered with dried 
goat Ikins, and laced with iplifc rattans. It is difficult to obtain a pro-
,pcr knowiedjje of thcic divifion oi the fcale, as they know nothing;^ it , 
in theory. The interval we call, an oftavc, feems to be divided with 
them into fix tones, without any intermi.diate fcroitones, which muft 
<<;ag f̂inc,their mufic to one key. It confifts in general of but few notes, 
and the third is the inter^val that moft frequently occurs. Thofe who 
perform on the YJolin, ufe the fame notes as in our d\yifidn, and they 
xunc the inftrumcnt, by fifths, to a great nicety. They are fond of 
playing the oftavc, but fcarce ufe any other chord. The Sumatran tunes 

. , -i^ vffry much refemblc, to my car, thofe of the native Irifh, and have ufually, 
,' •5';'. ^ c thciiv, a flat third. 

jijlff* 

XAngMgt.-^ 

/ 
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Language—MjAzy—Arabic character ufcd-^Languagei qfthe iw 

terior people-^PecuHar chara^en-^Specimens ofT languages 

and of alphabets. 

Bi EFORE I proceed to an account of the laws, cuftoms^and manncrs-af i-»neuaffei» 
, -tiie people of the ifland, it is nccclTary that I fhould fay fonicthing of s i c ' " 

different languages fpoken on i t ; the diverfity of which has bsen the 
jlubje& of much contemplation and conje£i:ure. 

; The Malay ]^g\iBgc, which is original in thcpeninfula of Mfilay»,in<i Mahyw 
4ka$ from thence extended itfeU" throughout the eallcrn iflands, fo â  ijo 
•become the lingua franca of that part of'the globe, is fpoken cvtfry- whtlfe ;.-* 

. ; 'along the coafts <rf Sumatra, prevails in the inland country of Menfm^" 
tahow and icS'immediatc dependencies, and is undcrflood in almoft every 
:part of the idand. If has been much celebratetl, and juilly, for th« ' * • 
ifmoothncfs and fwecttiefs of its found, which have gaineil it the appeK ' •» 
kation of the Italian of ike cafi. This is owiftg tt> the p^eva^enCe dfvowm ""* ' 
and liquids in the words, and the itifrequcflty'Of any Harflt couibiifhtioh 
wf mute confonants. Thefe qualities render it well adapted to poetry,, 
which the Malays are paflionattly addifted to. They amufe all thcjr 
Icifure hours, including the greater portion of their lives, with the rcpe>-
tition of fongs, which are^ for the moft part, proverbs ifluttrated, err songs. 
'figures of fpeech applied to the occurrences of life. Some that they 
rehearfe, in a kind of recitative, at their biinbat^s or fcafts, *re hiflorical 
love tales, like our old Englilh ballads, but often exrcoipore. An exam* ^ 
pie of the former f|j€ctcs is as follows. 

:.m. 

d. s ^ 
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A 

•^/'» ifoeo pnJI'ang fakcHf 

£ulla teeJah. daitgan /iiomiooiiit t 

j^po gwHo bermint maiio, 

Callo tfcJa/j ^ai.'i^an jhoH'^ofia J" 

What figriifics atrerrptirij fo light a tamp, 

Jf the wick be wanting i 

What fignifics making lo*e with tlic eyes, 

If nothing in caineft be intentlal ? 

^̂  ftmiift be obfcrved however, that it often proves a very difficult matter 
•••itft trace the connexion between the figurative and the literal fcnfe of the 

' "jftaoga. ! The efltntials in the compofition of the pa'i(oo/t, for fuch thefe 
• iittle pieces are called, the longer being called dendang^ arc the rhyth-
' inus and the ftguie, particularly the latter, which they confidcr as the 

f»,' liifeand/piritof riic poetry- I had a proof of this in an attempt which 
' I made to impofe a pmioon joi my own compofing, on the natives, as 
^ work of their coynrrymen. The fubje<ft was a dialogue between a 

-Jovw^ and a rich, coy miflrcfs: TTlic .cxpreffions were proper to tlhe 
'. .occafion, and in fomc degree charadteriftic. It pafled \^ith- fcveral, bi|t 

an old lady who was a more difccrning critic than the others, remarked 
;lhat it was " catlo catto Jajo"—mere convcrfation ; meaning that it wa« 

•""" • ,<fetlitute of the quaint and figurative expreffions which adorn their own 
foettfy. Their language, in common fpeaking, is proverbial and fen-
jcntious. if a young woman prove with child before marriage, they qb-
Xerve it ist " douloo booa, caHcian boongo"—*' the fruit before the flower." 
Hearing of a perfon'g death, ibey fay, " ncn tnattec, mattet \ men ecdeop^ 
hecrajo; caUe fanipi-la janjeeniay apo bot/lte booat ?—" Thofe wha are 
dead, arc dead; thofe who furvivc muft work : if his allotted time was 
expired, what refourcc is there i*"* 

* T h e " apt boolu lipat t" ii » phrsfe thfyajiwaygmake ufet)f,to expref* tbtu'fcofc of (Wii-
tttiiiij, and hM more force than any rranflation of it I caa etnploĵ . 

Their 
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,*:,---i 
itinilt writing is in the Arabic diati^eT,'Yetf mtfe cortlipl(f,''Dwfftg' Arahie chi-

to which, and the adoption of their religion from the fame quarter, a MaUy". * ^ 
,great number of Arabic words arc incorporated with the Malay. The 
. Portuguefe too have furniflied them with many terms, chiefly", for fudi' 

idras as they have acquired fince the period of European di/coverics t6 
ttie eaftward. They write on paper, ufing ink of their own compoft-' 
tion, with pens made of the twig of the jdncu tree. I could never diî ^ 
cover that the Malays had any original written charafters, peculiar" 
to thcmfelves, before they acquired thofe now in ufe; but it is poilibie 
tliat fuch might have been loft; a fate^that may hereafter attend tbofo 
of Sumatra, on which the Arabic diily raalkes incroachmcnts. Ytt I have! 
had frequent occafion to obferve the Malay language written by inland 
people, in the country charaftcr; which would indicate that the fpeccli' 
is likely to perifli firft. Their books are for the moft part, cither tranf« 
fcripts from the Alcoran (koraan), or legendary u\&%{kabar)f of Jittlf 
rocrjt as compofitions. 

The purcftj or moft eftecmed Malay is faid, and with great appcaranct 
of reafon, to be fpoken at Malacca. It differs from the dialcti ufed on 
Sumatra chiefly in this, that words, in the latter, made to terminate in 
<f Q^" are, in the former, founded as ending in *' A". Thus they pro^ 

" Bounce lad<? (pepper) inftead of lado. Thofe words which end with 
a " K" in writing, arc, on Sumatra, always foftened in fpeaking, by* 
omitting i t ; as " tabbt bumia," " many complimeats," " for tabbek^ 
iunniak;" but the Malaccans, and efpecially the more eaftcrn people, 
who fpeak very broad, give them generally the full found. The pcr4-
fonal protiouns alfo differ materially in the rcfpe^ive countries. .. 

• *i»k 

Attempts "have been made to compofe a Grammar of the Malay tongu<5 .̂ 
upon the principles on which thofe of the European languages are 
formed. But the abfurdity of fuch produftions is obvious. Where 
there is no inflexion of cither nouns or verbs, there can be no cafes, dc-
clcnfions, moods, or crynjugations. All this is performed by the addixioB 

Y of 
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of certain words cxprefEve of a determinate meaning, which fhould not be 
Confidercd as mere auxiliaries, or as particles fubfervient to other words. 
Thus, in the inftance of Rocma, a houfe; " dtrree pada reoma" figni-
fics " froin a houfe" ; but it would be talking without ufe or meaning, 
to fay that }iefree pada is the fign of the ablative cafe of that noun, for 
then every pippofition ihould equally require an appropriate cafe, and 
as well as ** of" " to" and " from," we Ihould have a cafe for •* deatas 
rwjwtf"—on top of the houfe." So of verbs: " calio fayo boolee gellan"—' 
" if I could walk :" this may be termed the preter-impcrfed: tenfc of 
the fubjunCtive or potential mood, of the verb gellan i whereas it is ia 

^* faft a fentcnce, of which gellan^ foeltCt &c. are conftituent words.* Ir is ' 

'"^^ improper, I fay, to talk of the cafe of a noun, which does not change, -
its termination, or the mood of a verb, which docs not alter its fornw 
An ufeful fet of obfervations might be coUcded, for fpeaking the larH* 
guage with corredtnefs and propriety, but they muft be as different from 
the artificial and technical rules of our grammarians, as the drefs of ati 

. . . European lady, from the fimplicify of a Malay habit* 

Beflde the Malay there are a variety of languages fpdk'cn on Sumatra^ 
Interior people . ' J o o i > 
uft languages which, howcver, have not only a manifeft affinity among thcmfelves,. 
diffeient from , , . , , , i • i . ,- , . . . 

the M»iaj^^ Wt alfo to that general language which is found to prevail in, and to be 
indigenous to all the iflands of the eaftern fca ; from Madagafcar to the 
remotcft of Captain Cock's difcoveries; comprehending a wider ex-

*;' -' tent thaa the Roman, or any other tongue, has yet boaftcd. Indifpu-
tablc examples of this conacxion and fimilarity,. I have exhibited in a 
paper which the Society of Antiquaries have done me the honor to pu* 
blilh in their Archajologia. In different places it has been more or lc(k 

* Bowrey, who hii written on thit Aibjcd:, conftitutes hit future tenfe, of the word <• mtag,'* 
thus, " camrt maoo i/uSj," which i«, " \vc chufe, or are inclined to read." To form tlic Paffne 
voice, he fayj the particle " btr" is to be prefixed, but be l« raiAaken, for •" 1 fend thii lettter" 
i« cxpieflcd in Malay, by *' /5y* btr-ktrim Jierat iniut." Tiiefe endeavors to fquarc every 
fhingto our own local and partial ideas, put me in mind of fome vocabuloriet I have fcen, in 
which ihc country Titles were thu« KX^Uiati—fangtran—a Duke :—Dalt«»—»u Earl: DiifMjf— 
( Lord Mayor. ^ 

/ mixed 

* 
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fijixed and corrupted, but between the moft diffirailar branches, an evi-
.j«|}ent famenefs of many radical words is apparent, and in fome, very 

.diftant from each other in point of fituation, as for inftance the Philip-
.^Jnes and Madagafcar, the deviation of the words is fcarcely more than 

' Is obfcrved in the dialefts of neighbouring provinces of the, "lame kine-ighbouring provinces of thc^Tame king
dom.* / 

i' The principalintcrnallanguages of Sumatra, arc the Rejang and the Theyhwep*. 
Batta, whofe difference is marked, not fo much by the want of corrc- cUal^eri"'** 

ii^ondence in the terms, as by the circumftancc of their being each ex- _ 
prefled in a diftind: and peculiar written character. This I conceive to <*^* 
be extraordinary, and perhaps (ingular, in the hiftory of human improve-

:. jiient; that two divifions of people on the fame ifland, with equal claimi 
*'̂ »to originality, in ftagcs of civilization nearly equal, and fpcaking lan-
,,j^uages derived from the fame fourcc, fhould write in charadler* eflcnti-

' , ^ l y diflfcrent from each other, and from the reft of the world. What 
'corroborates the evidence of the alphabets being fcparate and uncon

nected inventions, is, that the order of the letters is not the fame ; as 
will appear i5f"» infpeftion of the fpccimcns I have fubjoined for the 
gratification of the curious.-f- The Achenefc making ufe of the Arabic !j**tj, 

charadcr, their language has the lefs claim to originality. The Lam^ X'"?*"* 
poon, as a dialeft, is fufficiently diftind from all the others, but a few , , 
of the letters of the alphabet, particularly the firfl and fccond, are cx-
prcffcd by charadcrs manifeftly the fame with the Rejang, though the v .•*y 
major part fecm entirely unlike. Perhaps, as the Greek* are faid to have 

• 1 »m engigtd in an attempt to render this comparifon of languages more extenfive, and u far at 

fofltble, to bring fpeciraent vf alt thofe fpoken in the known world, into oae point*of vkw. ' ' < 

f See the following plate. The yavartt/f, and all other eaitera writing, that I have eramined, 
diSen u ttiueh from tlitfe, as the Reja^ from the Stu/a. Tlic fpecimcn of a Javan alpltabtt 
p««n in Comtille !t Bruti is very juft. Ttw Tdgala alphabet i» w kt found in Thcvenot. Re-
isaon detUei Fhilippinm, 

•̂  Y a done 
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floMin fhc days of Cadmus, the Lampoons m^y liliVi^TjomjMa ffdhl 

their neighbours, iri order to complete the number of their letters. All 

thefe people, in writin.g, fortii their lines from the left hand towards the 

right, contrary to the praifticc of the Malays and the Arabians. ** rary to t 

\ 
TitiVigs, 

Ve*. 

U'ritt an b»rk Their writjVigs, of any bulk and importance, arc executed witth ink, 

on the inner bark of a tree, cut into narrow ftrips of confiderablc length, 

sitid folded together in fquarcs ; each fquare or fold anfwering for a page. 

On more common occafions they write on the outer coat of a joint of 

•na"ol"TBftB- bamboo, fometimcs whole, and fometimes fplit into pieces of two ot* 

three inches in breadth, with the point of their crcefe or other weapotjj 

•whiph fcrves the purpofe of a ftylus.* Thefe writings or fcratchings 

father, arc o f fn performed with a confiderablc degree of neafnefs; of 

which I have fpecimcns in my pofll'flion, as well as of their larger 

works, the proportion of thofe among the natives who can read and-
write, particularly the Battas, is very great, and perhaps not furpaflcd itt 
many countries of Euroj>e. 

None of thefe languages arc fo agreeable to the car as tlie Malay, and 
the Lampoon in particular is very guttural, making frequent ufe of the 

-ftJtiifd we denote by " g," which they introduce even in Malay word=:, 
and liquifying the confonant " r." Thus the word C>w^,.they pronounce 
Ccgb-ee, ahd l^as they change into leeas.-f 

In Java, Siam, and other parts of the eaft, befide the common lfln» 
guage of the country, there is ellabliihed a court language, fjjoken by 

» ThtChiiK^are (uA, Ir̂  theirhkiloi'(WS> to bate wtUtco oi) pivcn of BdaibuQ,,lMf«ic t^cr. 
invcatcd jwpcr. 

^ It 11 rem«fVable that the MaUyt caniiot cspr<r< the con/bnaat F, or Ph,. nor. tlie peof le of-
the ifl»>d ^I't^i near Sumatra, the confonanr P, The fa-ne iliftinfiion it obfervcd ainongft the 
inhibicants of fume of the bouch Sea i{Unilt, and I WIKVC holds g^od with rcfpcfl to the herfiaa 
and Arabian al)>ltah<(l. 

pcr&mf 



S U M A T R A . > # 

perfons of rank only. This diftindion, artfulJy invented for the pur«H, 
pofc of keeping the vulgar at a diftance, and infpiring them with rcfpefti, 
for what they cannot underftand, does not take place in any part of Su-; 
matra, auiong tlie inhabitants of which, difparity of filuation is not at-. 
tended with rouclt rcfetve, or diilance of behavior bflwecn tflfc 
perfons. / 

l-m* I 
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SPECIMENS of LANGUAGES fpoken on SUMATRA.' 
^ 

t V •,;,.' t.a 

* - • » « . 

l^.• 

" ! ' • , 

One 
Two 
Three 
four 
Five 
Six 
Seven 
Eight 
Nine 
Ten 
Hufbitnd 
Wife 
Father 
Mother 
Head 
Eyes 

H«r 
Teeth 
Hand 
Day 
Night 
wyte 
Olack 
G(K>d 
Btc 
Fire 
Water 
Earth 
CoCOQUt 
Rice 
fifh 
ftog 
Sun 
Moon 
I 

1 God 

\ v 

Malay. 

Satoo 
Duo 
Teego 
Ampat 
Lee mo 
Antim 

• Toojoo 
Shppan 
Sarobilan 
Sapooloo 
Lackec 
Beenee 
Oapa 
Mau 
Capallo 
Matto 
Eedong 
Ramboot 
Geeggee 
Tangan 
Ha fee 
Jklaliam 
Pootee 
Etam 
Bayc 
Mattee 
Appce 
Ayer 
Taaa 
Clappo 
Rras 
Fecun 
liabce 
Maito-haree 
Boolan 
Ambo, vSayo 
AUab>taUah 

Acheen. 

Sah 
Dm 
TJoo 
h'aat 
Leemving 
•Nam 
Toojoo 
D'lnppan 
Sakoorang 
Saploo 
Lackaye 
Beenaye 
Bah 
Man 
Oolou 
Mritta 
Eedoon 
Oh 
Geguy 
Jarrooay 
Ooraye 
Mallain 
Pootee 
Hetam 
Gael 
Matt ay 
Appooy 
Eer 
Tano 
Oo 
Brceagh 
Incoor 
iJooy 
Mattowrayc 
Booloon 
OoloOH 
Allah 

Batta. 

Sadah 
Duo 
lo loo 
Opat 
Leemah 
Onam 
Paitoo 
Ooalloo 
Seeah 

• Sapooloo 
Mo rah 
Aboo 
Ammah 
Enang 
Ooloo 
Mahrah 
Avgong 
Oboo 
Ningce 
Tangan 
Torang-haree 
Borgning 
Nabuttar 
Nabcrro i 
Dcng<n 
Mahtay 
Ahpte 
Ayck 
Tana 
Crambee 
Dahano 
Dakkay 
Babee 
Mahtah harce 
Boolan 
A poo 
Daibattah • 

Rejang. 

Do 
Dooy 
Tellou 
•Mpat 
Leuio 
Noom 
Toojooa 
Delapoon 
emhilan 

Depijoloo 
Lackye 
Soo.iia 
Bap* ^.-
Inao 
Oolou 
Matty 
Keoong 
Boo 
Aypen 
Tan goon 
Hecly-looeng 
B.-calcmrnoon 
Pooteah 
Mcloo 
Baye 
Mattoee 
Op ay 
Beole 
Ptcta 
Nesle 
Bias 
'Conn 
Sooeetemba 
Mattey-beely 
Booloon 
Ookoo 
Oefa*tallo 

Lampoon. 

Rye 
Rowah 
Tulloo 
Ampah 
Leemak 
Annain 
Peetoo 
Ooalloo 
S^cwah 
I'ooloo 
Cadioon 
Cadjuon 
Bapa 
Eenah 
Oolooh 
Maitah 
Eerong 
Boohoo 
Efpan 
Cliooloo 
Rannec 
Befnghee 
Mundack 
MallduiH 
Ruftic 
Jahal 
Aphooy 
Wye 
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Gniah 
Alla-talla 
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Comparative Jlate of the Sumatrans in civil fociety—'Difference of - w^ 

CharaSler between the Malay and other inhabitants Qovern- -W 

mgnt—Titles and power of the chiefs among the Rejangs. Influ

ence of the Europeans—Government in PaJJiimah^ 

•'"*'.*. 

c l O N S I D E R E D as a people occupymsr a certain rank in the fcale Companmr* 
©r civil lociety, it is not eafy to determyic the proper fituation of the 

; inhabitants of this ifland. Though far diftant from that point to which 
the polilhed ftates of Europe, have afpired, they yet look down, with an 
interval almoft as great, on the favagc tribes of Africa and /fmerica; / 

' Pirhnpsif we diftinguifli mankind fummarily into-five claflcs; but of ^.••'',^ 
which each would admit of numberlefs fubdivifions; we might affign a ' , ' 
third place, to the more civilized Sumatrans, ami a fourth, to the rc^ i «, 
maindcr. In the firft clafs, I fhoukl of courl'e include fomc of the nk- ,' ' 
publics of ancient Greece, in the da '̂s of their fplcndor ; the Roman*, 
for fomc time before and after the Augiiftan age; France, England, ani .^ 
other refined nations of Europe, in the latter centuries; and perhaps _* 
China. The fccond might comprehend the great Afiatic empires at the ' *'• 
period of their profpcrity; Perfia, the Mogul, the Turkish, with fome 
European kingdoms. In the third clafs, along with the Sumatran», 
Xoloans, and a few other ftates of the caftcrn archipelago, I fhould 
rank the nations on the northern coaft of Africa, and the more polifhcd 
Arabs. The fourth clafs,. with the kfsciviUzed Sumatrans, will take 
\a the people of the new difcovered iflands in the South Sea; perhaps 
tEe celebrated Mexican and Peruvian empires j the Tartar hordes, and 
all thofe fociecics of people in various parts of the globe, who, poffefling 
perfonal property, and acknowlcding fome fpccies of eftablilhcd fubor̂ -
dination, lifc one ftcp above the Carribs, the New Hollanders, the 

Laplanders,. 
• 

\ 
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Lnplancicrs, and the Hottentots, who exhibit a pkElure of mankimi in 
*•"•'. its ruclell and nioft huiTiiliatingafpe<ft.* 

\} Ttf improre-" As mankind »rc ijiy nature r» prone to imitation, it may feem fu««' 
ftom'h'eEuro- frizlng, tliat thefe people iiave not derived.a greater fhare ol improvc-
*'""'' mcnf, in manners and arts, from their long connexion with Europeans, 

particularly with the Englifh, who have now been fettled among them . 
for an hundred years. Though ftrongiy attached td their own habits, 
they are ncvcrthclefs fenftble of their inferiority, and readily admit the 

' , preference which our attainments in fcicnce, andefpcciaily in mechanics, 

• ' *^iM»>im' Jutick us to. I have hejrd a man exclaim, after contemplating th« 
*'*•***^**^ ilruSiure and ufes of a houfe clock, " Is it not fitting that fuch as we, 

i flioukl be flaves to people who hnve the ingenuity to invent, and the 
^ ikill to conftrud, lb wonderful & machine as this? " T h e fun," he*" 

•. :' added,*" is a machine of this nature. Put who winds it up, liiid hii 

I i ' „ ' * ^Oinpamon-? Who but Ji/ai', replied he." * 

- • 'Some probable caufes of this backwardnefs may be fuggefted. W e 
carry on few or no fpccics of manufadure at our ferJTernents : every * 
thing is imported ready wrought to its higheft pcrfeAion : the nnivcj 

,ve no opportunity of examining the firft procefs, or the progrefs of 
the work. Abundantly fupplied with every article of convenience from 
Europe, and prejudiced in their favor becaufc from thence, we make 
but little ufe of the raw materials Sumatra affortls. We do not fpin 
it« cotton ; we do not rear its fi'k-worms ; wc do not fmelt its metals; 
we do not even hew its ftone: negletfling thcfe, it is in vain we would 
exhibit to the people for their improvement in the arts, our rich bro
cades, our time-pieces, or difplay to them, in drawings, the elegance 

* There are three fcalet, pointed out by different writem (Le Poivre, Robcrtfiin, and Richard* 

Ion) by which to meaAire and afcortain the ft.itc of civilizacion any pcc^le have arrived at.- the 

oi>e is the dejrce of pcrfcSion of Hieir agriculture ; -mother, their pregrcft in th« art of nutaco 

ratio*{ and a tbirtj the number of abftraA terms is their laaguage. Forming a judgment by 

tltefe tcft«, the reader will be able to dcternaiitlAvitb what ikue of |>ropricty I have afTî ocd th« 

A.brOvc rank* » Uie Sunwtraiu. . 

of 
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of OUT architefture. Our manners likewife are litrle calcnJatcd to 

excite their approval aad imitation. Not to infirt on the liccntlonfticfi; 

that has at times been imputed to our communitils; the plcufures of 

the tabfe; emulation in wine; boifterous mir th ; juvenile frolics, and 

puerile amufcmcnts. Which do not pafs without feriotis, pcrjjaps ct>n-

temptuous, animadverfion—fetting tiide alidc, it appears to me, that 

even our bcft models are but ill adapted for the imitation of a rude, incu

rious, and unambitious people. Their fcnfes, not thtir reafon, fhould 

be a^ed on, to roufc them from their lethargy; their imaginations 

muft be warmed; a fpirit of enthufiafm muft jiervade and animate them, > 

before they will exchange the pleafurcs of indolence for thofe of induftrv.' 

The philofophical influence that prevails, and characteriles the prefcnt 

4ge, in the weftern world, is unfavorable to the producing thcfeeffciVs. 

A rat>dcrn man of fenfc and manners, defpifes, or endeavors to difpife, 

ceremony, parade, attendance, fupcrfluous and fplcndid ornaffients in 

his drefs or furniture; preferring eafe and convenriMce, to cumbrous 

pomp, the perfon firft in rank is no 16ngcr diftinguifhed by his apparel, 

bis equipage, or his number of fcrvants, from thofe inferior to h i m ; 

and though 'jiofTeffing real power, is diverted of almoft every external 

mark oi it. Even our religious worftitp partakes of the fame fimplicity. 

I t is far from my intention to condemn or depreciate thcfc manners, co;.*- . 

fidcred in a general fcale of cftimation. Probably in proportion as the 

prejudices of fenfc are diffipated by the light of reafon, we advance 

towards the higheft degree of perfection our natures arc capable of: 

jwffibly pcrfeftion may confift in a certain medium which wc have 

already ftepi beyond; but ccrtamly all this xefinement is utterly incom-

prehenfible to an uncivilized mind, which cannot difcriminatc the ideas of 

humility and mcanncfs, W c appear to the Suraatrans to have degene

rated from the more fplendid virtue? of our prcdeccflbrs. Even the 

richncfs of their iaced fuits, and the gravity of their perukes, atrraftcd 

a degree of admiration; and I have heard the difufc of the large hoops 

worn by the ladies, pathetically lamented. The quick, and co them 

inexplicable, revolutions of our faihions, ate fubjed. of much aftoniih-

luent, and they naturally conclude, that ^ihofe mode? can hayc but little 

Z .«!, ^ i n t r i n ^ 
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imrtnfic merit which we are fo ready to change; or at leaft that ouf.7 
f'" . caprice renders US very incoin[>etent to be the guides of their iinprove-

\ mcnt. Indeed, in niatters of his kind, it is not to" be fuppofed that a*.' 
^—— — imitation fhould take place, owing to the total incongruity of mannerBrJ 

in other riy'pedls, and the diffimilarity of natural and local circumftancc**] ' 
But perhaps I am fuperfluoufly inveftigating minute and partial caufe** -
of an cffcd, which one gtneral one may be thought fufficient to pro»i 
duce. Under the frigid, and more cfpecially the torrid zone, the inha** 
bitants will naturally preferve an uninterrupted fimilarity and confiftencyi; 
of manners, from the uniform influence of their climate. In the tern-' 
perate zones, where this influence is equivocal, the manners will be.-f̂  
fluftuating, and dependent rather on moral than phyfical caufes. x* * 

# 
Difference in The Malay and native Sumatran differ more in the features of their': 
chaiaftcr be- • . , , . / - i . ,• A i i i » • 

iwccntheMa- mind than in thole of their perlon. Although we know not that thii'^ 
»«n)«trans. ifland, in the revolutions of human grandeur, ever made a diftinguiflied 

figure in the hiftory of the world, (for the Achcnefc, though powerful: 
in the fixtecnth century, were very low in point of civilization) yef' 
the Malay inhabitants have an appearance of degeneracy, and this ren* 
dcrs their charafter totally different from that which we conceive of a 

"rt^agc, however juftly their ferocious f])irit of plunder on the caflcrn"** 
' coaft, may have drawn upon them that name. They feem rather tol*: 

be finking into obfcurity, though with opportunities of improvement,! 
than emerging from thence, to a ftatc of civil or political importance,*. 
They retain a ftrong fhare of pride, but not of that laudable kind* 
which rcftrains men from the commiffion of mean and fraudulent aftions,^ 
They poffcfs iT\uch low cunning and piaufiblc duplicit}', and know hovrt 
to diffemble, the ftrongcft paffions and moft inveterate antipathy, b«-'̂  
ncath the utmoft compofure of features, till the opportunity of gratify-* 
ing their rcfentntcnt offers. Veracity, gratitude, and integrity are not t o ' 

.. 1,e found in the lirt of their virtues, and their minds arc almoft totally^ 
ftrangcrs to the fentiments of honor and infamy. They arc jealous and* 

~ ' • ' . vindifkive. Their courage is dcfuUory, the cffc(a of a momemtary cn-
:fiiif* r,wSNi6«K:#. ,9«.̂ '-r."i*';a*'.K. i {-'*. thufiafm, 

* ' • • * • • ' - j i " • * 

: ' ' '• ; • • - • / . • ^"r . - • . V * 



t .thufiafm, which enables them to perform deeds of incredible defperatioii; 
but they are ftrangers to that fteady niagnanimity, that cool heroic rc-
folution in battlp, which coaftitutes in oui idea the peri'edion of this 

^' quality, and renders it a virtue.* Yet it muft be oblerved, that from _ - . , .. .-
an apathy airaoft paradoxical, they fufter under fcntence of death, in Cafes 

.-" .where no indignant paflions could operate to buoy up the mind to a con-

• tempt of punifliment, with aitonifhing compofure and indiffĵ Kncc ; ut
tering little more on thefe occafions, than a proverbial faying, common 

^ among them, expreffive of the inevitability of fate—" apoo boeiee booat" i 

'•! To this ftoicifm, their belief in predcftination, and very inapcifcd id^a 

? of a future, eternal exiftence, doubtlefs contribute. i-i^<'i,,.^t»-^t^;j^:-[ 

" " Some writer has remarked, that a refemblancc Is ufually found, be-
• tween the difpoCtion and qualities of the beads proper to any country, 
• and thofe of the indigenous inhabitants of the human fpccies^ where an 

" intercourfe with foreigners has not deftroycd the genuinenefs of their 
charader. The Malay may be comjiared to the buffalo and the tiger. 

, In his domeftic ftate, he is indolent, ftubborn, and voluptuous as the 
former, and'ia his adventurous life, he is iniidious, blood thirfty, and ra-

•>' pacious as the latter. Thus the Arab is faid totcfcmble bis Ciuucl»jind 

• the.placid Gcntoo his cow. >? ' ,, ,/ . ,: ,*.~. 

^ i-n.- -•. • , * • • . - . , • • 

The original Sumatran, though he partakes in fome degree of the charafter of 
* Malay vices, and partly from the contagion of example, pairclfes many "^^'^'^ *"^*' 
«, cxclufive virtues; but they arc more properly of the negative than the 

pofitive kind. He is mild, peaceable, apd forbearing, unlcfs his anger 
rf be roufed by violent provocation, when he is implacable in his refcnt-
*. ments. He is temperate and fobcr, being equally abftemious in meat 

- ]jt. and drink. The diet of the natives is moftly vegetable; \*ater is their 
only beverage ; and though they will kill a fowl or a goat for a flrangcr, 
wtwKn perhaps they never faw before, nor ever expeft to fee again, thcy 

In UM biftory of i>ie Portuguaie wars in diia part of the cafl, tlure appcart fame exception 

to thi* renta|itei||Barticuliul)r i s tj^ cbaraAci of Locfnttamut, who wa* tfuifr •.|prfa^nvuk uxd 

•re 
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fr^tarely guilty of that extravagance for themfelves; nor even at their-

feftivais {Hmbang)^ where there is a plenty of meat, da they rat much c(f*' 

any thing but rice. Their hofpitality is extreme, and bounded by their ' 

'-"' ability alone. Their manners are fimplc; they arc generall)', except 
among th<chiefs, devoid of the Malay conning and chicane ; yet enduedr"" 
with a qviicknefs of apprehenfion, and on many orcafions difcovcring a ' 
confiderable degree of penetration and fagacity. In refi^cft to women,. 

they are remarkably continent, without any iharc of infenfibility. They '^' 
are modeft; particularly guarded in their expreffions; courteous in *;• 

' their behavior ; grave in their deportment, being feldom or never ex- ^ 

cited to laughter ; and patient to a great degree. On the other hand». *̂  
they are litigious; indolent; addiAed to gaming ; diflioneft in their "* 
dealings with ftrangers, which they cftecm no moral defe<ft ; fuipicious; ''" 
TCgardlefs of truth ; mean in their tranfaftions; fervile ; though cleanly ' ' 

in their pcrfons, dirty in their apparel, which they never wafh. They are '* 
carelefs and improvident of the future, bccaufe their wants arc few, for 
though poor, they are not nccelHtous; nature fupplying with cxtraor- ' 
dinary facility, whatever fhe has made requifite for their cxiftence. '^'^ 
Science and the arts have not, by extending their views, contributed to 
enlarge the circle of their defires; and the various refinements of lux-
OJjy, which in polilhcd focieties become neceffaries of life, arc totally. * 
unknown to them.* "^^^ 

• It. 

•oTcniinem. Waving endeavoured to trace the charaAcr of thefe people, with a» -^ 
much fidelity and accuracy as poffible, I Ihall now proceed to give aa. » 

account of their government, tews, cuftoms, and manners; and in or- >«̂  
dcr to convey to the reader the cleareft ideas in my power, I Ihall d©* •* 
velope the various circumftances in fuch order and connexion, as fliall ^ 

• The tAatngtiT and Buggmfi people, r'Ho cone ^nu|ii)y in their>ra«.j from Ctltits to tr»d* »t 
Sumttra, arc looked up to l>y the inhabittnts, at their fuperiorsin manners. The Malays affc£l to 
oopy their ftyle of draft, aiul frequent aUu&t}BS to the feati and (ttchirreineTits of thtfe people 
are midein thfir fongt. Their rtpuMtiun for tvungc, which certainly furpaflet that of all other ,. 
people in the e»ftem feas, acquires them this flattering diftinAioa. They aifo derrve part of the .^ 
Tcfpeft paid them, from the minieft of the cargoo they inrport, and chs'fll[iMll> which they -
^ n d the groducc in gaining, cock>ftghting, and apium-finoJiin^i ^j^V^ 



appear beft to tnfwer this intent, without confining myfelf, in every 
ioftance, to a rigid and fcrupulous arrangement into diftinft heads. 

^ * The inhabitants of the Rejat^ country lire in villages or doo/oofis, SQ«.».«TW-.-

each under the government of a magiftrate ftylcd Dupatty. His-denen-- i"*""̂  ''̂ * 
rfants arc termed Jria-l>o0a,* and in number fcldom exceed one hundred. 
A certain proportion of the dupafties belonging to each river, the vil
lages being always fituatcd by the water fide.t arc chofen to meet in 
a legiflative or judicial capacity, at the qualice or river's mouth, and 
thefe are diftingyilhed by the name of Proattcen. The Pangcran or '"''"?«'"> 

- , * or chief. 

prmce of the country, prefides over the whole. I would poitit out in 
whatconfifts the fealty of a dupatty to a pangeran, and of his ana looa to 
him, but fo very little is to be obfcrved in either cafe, that it is not an 

•eafy matter to dcfcribe it. Almoft without arts, and with but little in
dustry, the ftate of property is nearly equal among all the inhatitanrs, 

' and the chiefs fcarcely differ but in title, from the bulk of the people.. -
Their authority is no more than nomimsl, being without that coercive His authority, 
power, neceffary to make themfelves feared and implicitly obeyed. 
This is the natural refult of jwverty among nations habituated to peace; 
where the two great political engines, of intereft and military force, are 
wanting. Their government is founded in opinion, and the fubmiflion, 
of the people is voluntary. The domeftic rule of a private family, beyond 
a doubt, fuggeftfd firft the idea of government in fociety, and this people 
having itJftde but fmall advances in civil policy, theirs retains a ftrong 
referablance of its original. It is conneded alfo with the principle of 
the feudal fyftem, into which it would probably fettle, fliould it attain to. 
a greater ilegree of refi^ncmcnt. All the other governments ihroughouti 
the ifland are likewife a mixture of the patriarchal and feudal; and i t 
may be obferved, that where a fpirit of conqucft has reduced'the inha-

• AjtpvcQtly a figurative espreffion, fiom fruit hanging on a tree. 
•Jl 

. ^ The rainta which we ufoally apply tocouatric* or dillii£b* belong properly to the rii««i 
and it is, with tha natives, more common to iay, tite people ui I'uch a riveri than uf fuch a coun.> 

try. Rivert ia fiun^piljurildf gpoiocOj, but in lodia tiiê JUK. <mMat<l 4* JOUUiag Uixougb tb». <. 
etntwofihem. •-'«•''•; "" ^̂  . . " " ,,• ;,• jj|,,,,., 

'^•^il^^: ^ . . .' \ titants , •_ 

\ 

\ 
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Wtants under the fubjedion of another power, or has added foreign 
diftriftj to their dominion, there the feudal maxims prevail; where the 
natives, from fituation or difpofition, have long remained undifturbed 

_ by revolutions, there the fimplicity of patriarchal rule'obtains; which 
is not only the firft, and natural form of government, of all rude nations 
rifing f̂ om imperceptible beginnings, but is perhaps alfo the higheft ftate 
of pcrfedion they can ultimately arrive at. It is not in this art alone 
that we perceive the next ftep from confummate refinement, leading to 
fimplicity.,,^^,,,^,. ,i^ 

Mtch limited. The foundation of right to government among thefe people, feems, 
as I faid, to be the general confcnt. If a chief exerts an undue autho
rity, or departs from their lofig eftablifhcd cuftoms and ufages, they con
ceive theraielves, at liberty to relinquiih their allegiance. A command-* 
ing afiiedt, an infmuating manner, a ready fluency in difcourfe, and a.̂  
penetration and fagacity in unravelling the littk intricacies of their dif- • 

^ putcs, are qualities which feldom fail to procure to their pofleflbr, re-
fpcd and influence, fometimes perhaps fupcrior to that of an acknow
ledged chief. The pangeran indeed claims defpotic fwayv and as far a« 
î c can find the means, fcruplcs not to exert it j but his revenues being 
infufficient to enable him to keep up any force, for carrying his mandates 
into execution, his aflual powers are very limited, and he has feldom 

• found himfclf able to panifh a turbulent fubjed, any otherwifc than by 

*,.»-.= • private alTaflination. In appointing the heads of doofoons, he does little 
more than confirm the choice already made among the inhabitants, and 
was he arbitrarily to name a perfon of a different tribe, or from another 
place, be would not be obeyed. He levies no tax nor has any revenue, 

». ; (what he derives from the India Company being out of the que£tion> 
Of emolumcut from hisfubjeds, other than what accrues to him from the 

i|. ^ ̂  determination of caufes. Appeals lie to him in all cafes, and none of the 
inferior courts, or aflemblics of proattccns, are competent to pronounce 

, fcntcnce of death. But all punifliments being, by the laws of the country, 
commutable for fines, and the appeals being attended with expence and 
tefs of time, the parties gcricraliy abide''by the firft decifion. Thofe 

doofoons 

/ 

/ 
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doofoons which are fituated neareft to the refidence of the pangeran, at 
Soongey-lamo, acknowledge fomewhat more of fubordination than the 
diftant ones, which, even in cafe of war, cfteem themfclves at liberty £0 

|!ffift or not, as they think proper, without being liable to confequcnccs. ^ 
In anfwer to a qiieftion on this point, " we are his fubjects not hi'sflaves," 
replied one of the proatteens. But from the pangeran ĵ ou hear a talc 
widely different. He has been knovvn to fay, in a political converfation ; 
*' fuch and fuch doofoons, there will be no trouble with : they arc my 
powder and ftiot;" explaining himfclf by adding, that he could difpofe 
of the inhabitants, as his anccftors had done, to purchafe ammunition in 
time of war. - ?*»*.« <.. 

The father of Pangeran Munce Raja (whofe name is preferved from Oiit;in cf the 
•̂ oblivion by the part he took in the expulfion of the Englifh from Fort '̂j'̂ „ "l^ ^"^^l 
Marlborough in the year 1719) was the firft who bore the title of pa»' '•'"»• 

^'geran of Soongey-lamo. He had before been fimply Belinda Stbjam, Till 
about an hundred years ago, the fouthcrn coafl; of Sumatra, as far as, 
Oori river, was dependent on the king of Bantam, whofe Jennang (licu-

li tenant or deputy) came yearly to Silebar or Benceokn, coUciSled the pep
per, and filled up the vacancies, by nominating, or rather confirming in 
their elcdion, the/>rc<j//««j. Soon after that time, the Engli(h having 
cftablillied a fettlement at Bcncoolen, the Je/maag informed the chiefs 
that he Ihould vifit them no more, and raifing the two head men of 
Soon^ey lam and Soofigey eiam,* to the dignity of pangeran, gave into ^ , 
their hands the government of the country, and withdrew his mailer's 
claim. Such is the account given by the prefent pofl'cflbrs, of the origin 
of their titles, which nearly correfponds with the recorded tranfadions 
of the period. It followed naturally that the pangeran fhould lay claim 
to the abfolute authority of the king whom he rcprcfented, and that the 

~ proatteens fliould ftill confidcr him but as one of themfclves, and pay . '\ 

him little more than nominal obedience. He had no power to enforce 

• The latter is chief of ihe lem/ja country, in the neighbourhood of Bencoolen mu i OB -̂  

wbicb however, the futmer poiTcffci fome vilUgei, and it fhief of the Rejtng tribej. 
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his plea, and tliey refam"#etf privileges,lakfng^ 1̂ 6 oath of allegfani*;" 
nor rubmitring to be bound by any pofuivc engagement. They fpcak 
of him however with refined, Mid in any moderate requifition, that does * 
not dffe& their addat or cuftonu, they are ready eitough to aid him,V„^ 
^tolorig; as they e^prefs it) but rather as matter of favor, than ackuow-
.ledgcd obligation. 

The exemption the Dupatties contend for, from abfolute fubiedlion, 
they allow in turn to their ambooas^ whom tluy govern by the influence 

11 ĵ ^ of opinion only. The refpcS paid to a Dupatry, is little more than as .. 
.*o an Elder of a family held in cfteem, and this the old men of the doo»- ^ 
foon fhare with him, fitting by his fide in judgment on the little dif- . 

V . ferences that arife among thcmfch'es. If they cannot determine the 
xaufe, or the difpute be with one of a feparatc village, the proattcens 

• ,of the4amc tribe that live adjacent, meet for the purpofe. From thcfe 
litigations arife forae finall emoluments to the dupatty, whofc dignity, in 
other rcfpeds, is rather an expencc than an advantage. In the eredion'-
of public works, fuch as their BalH or town hall, he contributes a larger • 
ftarc of materials. He receives and entertains all (Irangers, his depen- •! 
dants fumiihing their quotas of provifion, on particular occafions, and '.. 
their hofpitality is fuch, that food and lodging are never tcfufed to thofc 
who a& it. 

-Suictfrion of Though the rank of dupatty is not Ilriftly hereditary, the fon, when 
upiiuei. ^ ^̂ ^̂  ̂ ^^ capable, generally fuccccds the father, at his deceafe : if too 

young, the father's brother, or fuch one of the family as appears moff' 
qualified, affumes the poft; not as a regent, but in bis owh right; and 
the minor c6m« in perhaps at the next vacancy. 

Tribcf. 5'h« R-ejangs arc diftinguifiied into tribes, the defcendants of a dif
ferent poeyang or anceftor. Of rhefe there arc four principal tribes, Jeor-

r * callai^, Seremanrtie, Sehopo and 79okyi; faid to derive their origin from 
four brothers, and to have been united from time immemorial in a league 
o^five and dcfenfivc : the j '̂rrmaaency however of this bond, may be 

conjectured 

; 



» 

J 
^r5o9furt(3 to liive b « n owing to the expediency refultlng from their 
fituation, rather than their confanguinity, or any formal cornpadl. There 
re alfo feveral inferior tribes. 

Each river or diftrift, (for it is by the rivers the parrs of ihe ??ountry influence of 
are diftinguifhed) and indecJ each doofoon, is independent of,' though Ĵ '̂.J"'''* '̂''"' 
not unconnected with, its neighbours; a<fting in concert, only by fpe-
cific confent. On every river there is at leaft one Pamharah or fuperior 
proatteen, who differs from the reft, in the right of prefiding at thofc 
fuits and feftivals, in which two or more doofoons have a common coa-

. cern, with a larger allotment of fines and provifion.* If more tribes 
than one are fettled on the fame river, each has ufually its pambarab, 
who is chofen by the refpeftive proatteens : thcfc arc chofen in like man-

" nerby the dupatties, but with the concurrence of the elders of the doo
foon. If the choice difpleafes any of the inhabitants, they agree "among 
•themfelves what chief they will follow, and remove to his doofoon. 

vThere is no reftraint or comnulfion in the cafe. Sometimes a few fami-
filies feparate themfelves, and elcA" a chief, but without contefting the 
-title of him whom they leave. The chiefs do not however aflume the 
Yitlc of dupatty, without being confirmed by the pangeran, or by the 
"Company's Rcfident, who in truth exercifes many of the fundiotti of 

.f jfovercignty, ..•^Jr>*„^ 
'•i 

* The fyftem of government among the people near the fca coaft, who, 
^towards the fouthern extreme of the ifland, are the planters of pepper, 
^ s much influenced by the power of the Europeans, who arc virtually 
the lords paramount. The advantages derived to the fubjeft from their 
fway, both in a political and civil fenfe, are infinitely greater than ptfr-
fons at a diftancc are ufually inclined to fuppofc. Oppreffioni may be 
fometimes complained of at the hands of injHviduals, but, to the ho
nor of tiic Company's fervice let me add, they have been very rare, and 

• The moft diniaguiihedof the herci of ttie Iliad were fcrred at table with a larger profonion 

• ( chtBc. I 

A 1 I A «f 
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of ineonfidcrablf magnitude. Where a degree of difcretionary power 
is intruftcd to fingle pcrfons, abufes will, in the nature of things, arife , 
in fomc inftances; cafes may occur, in which the private pallions of 
the Rcfidcnt, will interfere with his public doty ; but the door has eveWv>^ 
'been (Spen for redrefs, and examples have been made. To deftroy this 
influence and authority in order to prevent thefe confcquences, were to 
cut off a limb in order to remove a partial complaint. By the Company's 
power, the diflrids over which it extends, are prcferved in uninterrupted 
peace. How invaluable a bleffing this, let Poland, let America, let 
©tber defolated countries fpeak. Were it not for this power, every doo-
foon off every river would be at war with its i^eighbour. The natives, 
themfelves allow it, and it was evinced, even in the fhort fpace of time 
the Englilh were abfcnt from the coaft, in the former war with France. 
Hoftilities of diftrifl: againft diftriift, fo frequent among the inde{>endent'" 
nations to the northwai'd, are, in the Company'sjurifdidtion, things un
heard of; and thofe difmal cataftrophes, which, in all the Malay iflands, ' 
are wont to attend on private feiids, but very rarely happen. *• I tell you 
honcftly," faid a dupatty, much irritated againfl one of his neighbours, 
** that it is only you," pointing to the Refident of £-/3y£, " that prevent 
my plunging this weapon into his breaft." The Rcfidcnt is alfo consi
dered as the jirotcdor of the people, from the injuflice and oppreffion 
of the chiefs. This oppreffion, though not carried on in tlte way of 
open force, which the ill-Jcfined nature of their authority v«K>uld 
not fup|x>rt, is fcarccly lefs grievous to the fuffcrer. Expounders of the 
law, and deeply vcrfed in the chicanery of it, they ate ever lying in wait 
to take advantage of the neccfiitous and ignorant, till they have ffrippcd 
them of their property, their family, and their liberty. To prevent 
thefe pradiccs j the partial adjniniftration of juftice ia confcqucnce of 
bribes 1 tlTe fubomation of witnefles;. aod the like iniquities, a conti-

.sual exertion of the Rcfidcnt's attention and authority is required ; 
mud as that authority is accitlcntally relaxed, the country falls inta 
coufufion.. 

•iiti'm^%-% 

\u 

It 
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It is true, that this interference is not ftriftly confonant with the 
fpirit of the original contracts, entered into by the Company with 
the native chiefs, who in confideration of protection from their encmieii; 
fegular purchafe of the produce of their country; and a gratuity to 
themfclvcs, proportioned to the quantity of that produce, lin^rtake*, 
on their part, to oblige their dependants to plant pepper •, to refrain from 
the ufe of opium, the praftice of gaming, and other vicious cxceffes; 
and to punifli them in cafe of non-compliance. But however prudent 
or equal thefe contrails might have been at the time their form was 
eftabliflied, a change of circum.ftances; the gradual and neceflary increafe 
of the Company's fway, which the peace and good of the country requi
red ; and the tacit confent of the chiefs themfelves,(among whom the oldcll 
living has never been ufed to regard the Company, who have conferred 

*on them their refpeftive dignities, as their equals, or as trading in ihcir 
diftrifts upon fufferance) have long antiquated them; and cullom and 

"* experience have introduced in their room,»an influence on one fide, and 
a fubordination on the other, more cdnfiftent with the power of the 
Company, and more fuitable to the benefirs derived from the moderate 
and humane exercife of that power. Prefcription has given its fanftion 
to this change, and the people have fubojiitted to it without murmuring; 
as it was introduced, not fuddenly, but%ith the natural courfc of events, 
and bettered the condition of the whole, while it tended to curb the ra
pacity of the few. Then let not (horc-fighted or defigning perfons, upon 
falfe principles of juftice, or ill-digefted notions of liberty, rafhly endea
vor to overturn a fcheme of government, doubtlcfs not perfctt, but which 
fecnis bett adapted to the circumftanccs it has refpect to^ and attended 
with the fewcft difadvantages. Let them not vainly exert themfclvcs to 
procure redrefs of imaginary grievances, for perfons who eoiirplain not, or 
to infufe a fpirit of freedom and independence, in a climate where nature 
poflibly never intended they fhould fiourifh, and which, if obtained, would 
apparently be attended with effedls, that all their advantages would badly 
compenfatc. 

Aa a ' ,^: • In 

ifr.-
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Governmem In Paffunimh, which nearly borders updo Rijatig, to the fouthward, 
inPaffummah. j},ere appears fome difference in the rtiode of government, though the 

fame fpirit pervades both; the chiefs being equally Vi'ithout a regular 
coercive power, and the people equally free in the choice of whom t h e ) ^ 
will fervc." This is an extenfive, and, comparatively, populous country, 
bounded 6n the north weft by that of Lamattang, and on the fouth eaft by 
that of Lampoon; the river of Padar^-gochie marking the divifion frou^; 
the latter, near the fea coaft. It is diftinguiihod into Paffummah lebbarj 
or the broad, which lies inland, extending to within a day's journey of 
Mooaro Moolang^ on Palembang river; and PafTummah ecleeMaima^wh'ich 
is on the weftern fide of the range of hills, whither the inhabitants are 
faid to have mollly removed, in order to avoid the government of the 

D u t c h . | 5 i , ; ., , , 43giji.i -̂.;f#*p5iT«.»-, ;;ge!t5i 

Paffummah is governed by four pangerans, who are perfeftly inde
pendent of each other, but tjjey acknowledge a kind of fovcreignty in 
the Sultan of Palembang, from whom they hold a chop (warrant) and re
ceive a faltfig (inveftiture), on their acceffion.* This fubordination is 
the eonfequence of the king of Bantam's former influence over this part 
of the ifland, Palembang being 4 port at that time dependent on him, 
and ftill on the Dutch, whofe inftcument the fultan is ; and the people 
arc for the greater part Javans.-f There is an inferior pangeran in almoft 
every doofoon) that title being nearly as common in Paffummah, 
as dupatty towards the fea coaft) who are chofen by the inhabitants of 
the doofoon, and confirmed by the fupcrior pangeran, whom they affift 
in the determination of caufes. In the low country, where the pepper 
planters refide, whofe race is mixed w'iih colonills from Rejang and a place. 

••n 

• The Grao'd Signior in like Tsuner fend* « vtft and turban to hit great raffiili. t-t 

•« 
f *• Akingof Bantam, in 1506, fell before Palinban, a rebel town of Sumatra which he was ' 

bcfiepng 1 and the fjege wai raifod thereupon."^ Navigationaux Ind. Ori. 160). 
P*>igtrtm it propel I)'a Javeneic title, introduced oD Sumatra, and prevailing only is the foutbrnk 

i . called 
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called Hadjee, the titlfe of Calippah is found. Each of thefe prefide over 
various tribes, which have been collcdtcd at different times, and have 
ranged themfelves, fome under one, and fome under another chief; 

^ ^ h a v i n g alfo their fuperior/iro<»//<rfB, or pamharah, as in the northern <ii3>*-
ftridts. On the rivers of Peeno, Manna and Bankannon, are two cAfppaFis 
refpcdtively, fome of whom are alfo pangerans, which laft fccms to be here 
rather a title of honor, or family didindtion, than of magiftracy. They 
are independent of each other, owning no fuperior ; and their number, 
according to the ideas of the people, cannot be increafed. 

•^^, 
• • * . i 

• f « •rf^. 

fc:.-h* 

•-•if ^ ^ • T ' 

' f. • . 1 * 
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__̂  laws and cufloms—Mode of deciding Caufes^Code ^ Laws. \ 

T.nu;oiciif- 1 HERE is no word in the languages of the ifland XvTsicn properly' 
ICUU. and ftriftly fignifies Law; nor is there any perfon or clafs of perfons 

among the Rejangs, rcgnlarly inverted with a kgijlathe power. They 
are governed in their various difnutes, by a fet of long eftablifhed cuf-
toms {(jddat'), handed down to them from their anceftors, the authority of 
which is founded on ufnge aqd general confent. The chiefs, in pro-
iiouncTng their derifions, arc HOC heard to (ay, " fo the law diredts" but, 
" fuch is the cuftom." It is true, that if any cafe arifes, for which there 

' • is no ]ffecedent on record (of memory), they deliberate and agree on 
fome mode, that fhall ferve as a rule in future fimilar circumftances. 
If the affair be trifling, this is feldom objefted to, but when it Is a mat
ter of confequence, the pangeran, or calippah, confuks with the proat-
teens, or lower order of chief>, who frequently defire time to confidcr of 
it, and confult with the inhabitants of their doofoon. When the point 
is thus determined, the people voluntarily fubmit to obferve it as an cf-
tabli£hed cuftom ; but they do not acknowledge a right in the chiefs, to • 
conftitutc what laws they think proper, of to repeal or alter their an
cient ufages, of which they are extremely tenacious and jealous. It is 
notwithftanding true, that by the influence of the Europeans, they have 
jit times been prevailed on, to fubmit to innovations in their cuftoms j 
but, except when they perceived a manifeft advantage from the change, 
they have generally fcized an opportunity of reverting to the old mode. 

, • ' ' ^ 

Moikofae- All caufes, both civil and crimiHal, are determined by the feveral 
aiding caufcs. j;̂ -̂jefg of the diftria, afTcmblcd together, at ftated times, for thepurpofe 

of diftributing jullice. Thcfc meetings are called becharrc, {\\\\\ch fig-
nifii s alfo to difcourfc or debate) and amop.g us, by an eafy corruption, 
bccbars. Their manner of fell ling litigations, in points of proi)erty, 
is rather a fpccies of arbitraii/n, each parry prcvioufly binding himfelf 

to 
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to iSBftftlfo'tlie decHlon, than through a coercive power poflefled by the 
court, for the redrefs of wrongs. **•:. :^ 

.J The want of a written criterion of the laws, and the impcrfed ftal»4i««/^ ""^ , . 
of traditionary ufage, muft frequently, in the intricacies of th-ifr f m ^ 
give rife to contradidory decifions; particularly as the interefts'̂ ^and 
paffions of the chiefs are but too often concerned in the determination of 
the caufes that come before them. This evil had long been perceived by 
the Englilh Refid(?nts, who, in the countries were we are fettled, prcfulc 
at the bechars, and being initi.^atcd by the fplendid exanii)le of the 
Governor-general of Bengal, under whofc direftion a code of the laws 
of that empire was compiled, it was rcfolved, that rhe fcrvants of the 
Company at each of the fubordinates, Inould, \vlth the affillancc of the 

• ableft and nioft experienced of the natives, attempt to reduce to writing, c°'̂ '°f ^^""• 
and form a fyftem of the ufages of the Sumatrans, in their rcĴ ir̂ TTC * 

"* refidcncics. This was accordingly executed in fomc inflanccs, and a tran-
flation of that compiled in the refidcncy of Laye coming into my pof-
feflion, I infert it here, in the original form, as being attended with more 
authority and precifion, than apy account furniflicd from my own me
morandums could pretend to. ^ ;, 

•<•-••'-••• R E j A U G L A W S , ' ' "' '• • ••"^''\ 
.^. vYi.*i ? ! "i 'iti'-ii. V 7 . , * - . : : " ^ j •'.'. :•'-./,.«•-••«:,»*",; .x-r-:! '•'* 

' "^ 'Thc laws and cuftoms of the Rejangs, hitherto prcfcrvcd by tra-
" dition, are now, after being difcufled, amended, and ratified in an 
" affembly of the pavgeran, fiambarabs and proafteens, committed to 
"•writing, in order that they may not be liable to alteration; that juf-
*' ticc may be regularly and impartially adminiflered; that̂  thofe de-
*' ferving death or fine may meet their reward; that caufes may be 
*' brought before the proper judges, and due amends made for defaults; 
** that the compenfation for murder may be fully paid ; that property 
" m a y be equitably divided; that what is borrowed maybe rcftored; 
*• that gifts may become the undoubted property of the receiver ; that 
•*• debts may be paid, aod credits recciled, agreeably to the cuftoms 

" that 

file:///vlth
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** that have been ever in force, beneath the heaven* and on ^ e fiwe tf^ 
" tlie earth. By the obfervance of the IE^WS, a country is made to fiourifl^4 
" and where they are ncglcdcd or violated* l u i a cnfues. 

Pr»cefs in A.itt " The plaintiff and defendant firft ftate to the bench the general cir« 
V cumftances of the cafe. If their accounts differ, and they confent 

to refer the matter to the dicifion of the proattcens, each party is to 
'•, give a token, to the value of a fooceo, that he will abide by it, and t a 
; find fecurity for the chogo, a fuai ftated to thein, fuppofcd to exceed,: 
. the utmoft probable damages. .|- -^ 

duHun. dollar*. 
••• " I f the chogo do not exceed 30 the beo or fee paid by each i$ l i ' 

'- . .r. w. -» Ditto 30 to 50 ditto — ti, 
. j ' , . Ditto •< ,4 5010100 ditto — :S\^ 
• ..^. Ditto '100 and upwards ditto — 9 

«< All chiefs of doofootif, or independent tallon^s, arc entitled to a feat on 
the bench upon trials. ^ ,, -

*• If the pangcran fits on the bechar, he is entitled to one half of all 
heo, and of fuch fines, or ihares of fines, as fall to the chiefs; the 
pamharabs and oiatx proatttem dividing the remainder, '-••' 

** If the pangtran be not prcfent, the pambarabs have one third, and th« 
. ^ other proattcens two thirds of the foregoing. Though a fingle pamba-

rab only fit, he is equally entitled to the above one third. Of the 
, other proattcens, five are requifite to make a quorum. 
« N o bechar, the (,boge of which exceeds five dollars, to be held by the 
^ proattcens, except in the prefence of the Company's Rcfident, or hit 
J, afliftant '(reprefcnting the pangeraji.) 
w If a perfon malicioufly brings a falfe accufation, and it is proved 

, , . ' fuch, he is liable to pay a fum equal to that which the defendant 
would have incurred, had his dcfign fucceedcd; which fum is to be 

, •' divided between the defendant, and the other proattcens, half and 
half. 

"The 
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« The fine for bearing falfe witncfs, is twenty dollars and a'buffalo. 
" The punifhment of perjury is left to the fuperior powers (c/uvg- aleoi); 

Evidence here is not delivered on prcvioua oath. ' ^ 

** I K H E R I T A N C E. '' / ' 

** If the father leaves a will, or declares before witnefles his intentions uwiofiufcr-
relative to his effeds or cftate, his pleafure is to be followed in the 'i'-^''' 
diftribution of them. 

** If he dies intcftate, and without declaring his intentions, the male . 
children inherit, fharc and Ihare alike, except that the houfe and pefakko ' " . . • 
(cffeds on which, from various caufes, fuperftitious value is placed^ ;- ''. ^ -
devolve invariably to the clde/l. '*' 

*' The mother (if by the mode of marriage termed ;tf«;oor̂  and the daugh- -̂  •̂•• 
ters, are dependent on the fons, 

** If a man, married by/*«««<&, aies, leaving children, the cffcds re- -
main to the wife and children. If fiiie woman dies, the cffcfts remain . ,. 
to the hulband and children. If either dies, leaving no children, the 
family of the dcceafed is intitlcd to half the effefts. . . 

" O ir T t A W R A'. 

" Any perfon unwilling to be anfwcrable for the debts or aftions of his 
fon, or other relation under his charge, may outlaw him, by which °^ o"'i»*«y« 
he, from that period, relinquiihes all family connexion with him, and 
is no longer rcfponfible for his conduft. 

" The outlaw to be delivered up to the Refidcnt or pangcran, accom
panied with his writ of outlawry, in duplicate, one copy t̂o be lodged 
with the Refident, and one with the outlaw's pambarab. , 

" The pcrfot) who outlaws muft pay all debts to that day. 
*' On amendment, the outlaw may be recalled to his family, they pay

ing fuch debts as he may have contrafted whilft outlawed, and redeem
ing his writ by payment of ten dollars and a goat, to be divided among 
the pangcran and pambar^s. 

B b 1 «' U 
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. • •' If an outlaw commits murder he is to fuffer death. 

*' If murdered, a bangorn, or compenfation, of fifty (iollars, is to be 
V . ^ a i d for him to the pangcran. * 

outlaw wounds a perfon, he becomes a Have to the Company or 
• pngeVan for three years. If he abfconds, and is afterwards killed, 
^ tJo bangoon is to be paid for him. 

•* If an outlaw wounds a perfon, and is killed in the fcufflc, no bangoon 
is to be paid for him. • 

- ." If the relations harbour an outlaw, they are held willing to redeem him, 
and become anfwerable for his debts. 

T H E r T, 

TbtH - , r ^ "^j-fon convided of theft, ptys double the value of the goods 

llok-n, with 3 fine of twenty dollars and a buffalo, if they exceed 
the value of five dollars ; if under five dollars, the fine is five dollars 
and a goat; the value of the goods ftill doubled. 

J " All thefts under five dollars, and all difputes for property, or offences 
to that amount, may be compromifcd by the proatteens whofc depcn-

' . dants are concerned. 

*• Neither aflertion, nor oath of the profccutor, are fufficient for con-
vidion, without token (cheeno) of the robbery, viz. fome article re
covered of the goods ftolen ; or evidence fufficient. 

" If any perfon, having pcrmiffion to pafs the night in the houfcpf an
other, Ihall leave it before day-break, without giving notice to the 
family. He fliall be held accountable for any thing that may be that 
night miffing. 

•** U « perfon paflSiJgthc night in the houfe of another, doesjtwt com
mit his cffefts to the charge of the owner of it, the latter is not ac
countable, if they are ftolen during the night. If he has given them 
in charge, and the ftranger's effedts, only, arc loft during the night, 
the owner of the houfe becomes accountable. If effcdts both of the 

owner 
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owner and lodger are ftolen, each is to make oath to the dther that he 

is not concerned in the robbery, and the parties put up with their !dfs, 

or retrieve it as they can. 

Oaths are ufually made on the koraan, or at the grave of air af)f/^qS( 
as the Mahometan religion prevails more or lefs. The party.intc^ffled 
to be fatisficd by the oath, generally prefcribes the mode and purport 
of it. 

• * ^ - . « * j * . 

• 

*• B A N COON. 
Dollari. 

** The hangeon or compcnfation for the murder of a pamiarab is 500 BanRoon or 
•' T^. r • r • conipenfatinn 

Uitto — — — ot an inferior/rM//?f» 450 fur murder. 

Ditto — — of a conjjnon perfon—man or boy 80 

Ditto — — Ditto — woman or girl 150 

* Ditto of the legitimate children or wife of a pmnbarab^iriO __, 

Exclufive of the above, a fine of fifty dollars and a bufTalo, as tip-
pong boomee (expiation), is to be pai3 on the murder of a pamhiirah*i 
of twenty dollars and a buffalo, on the murder of any other ; »rhich 
goes to the pambarab and proattcens. 

** The bangoon of an outlaw is fifty dollars, without tipfong hotmee. 

'* No bangoon is to be paid for a perfon killed in the commiflSon of^ 

robbery. . >:.iiii:,-5^' 

*• The bangoon of pambarabs and proattcens is to be divided between , . > 
the pangeran and pambarabs; one half; and the family of the de- , 
ceafed; the other half. 

** The bangoon of private perfons is to be paid to their families; de- '" 

dufting the addat eolajjan of ten per cent, to the pambarabs and pro-
atteeus, 

** If a man kills his Have, he pays half his price, as bangoon, to the pan
geran, and the tippong boomee to the proattcens. 

" If a man kills his wife by joojccr, he pays her bangoon to her fa-
nuly, or t6 the proattcens, according as^he tallee ieo.'oo fubfifts or not. 

B b a \ " If ' 

^ K J U 


