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To the REVEREND the 

R E C TOR and F ELL 0 W S 

OF 

LINCOLN COLLEGE 

IN THE 

U niverfit)T of 0 X FOR D 

Reverend .. firs! 

A M 0 N G other Plca[ures, 
which attend the fiudy of 

. the Eoflern Languages, it 
cannot be the Ieafi to an ingenu
ous Mind to obferve, that Grati-

• 
tUde ~",as held in [0 jufl: an cflecm 
by the Inhabitants of the Eaft as 

A t t:Q 



DEDICATION 

to becon1e in a manner provi,!rbial 
among thelU, 

Non perit BeJZrjicium inter ZJeUlll & Ho.., 
. 

1rttlleS 

is a pious as well as generous 
fentiment, ~ nd loudly caBs upon 
the Perron. ooliged to be miDdful 
of the Fav'ours conferr'd upon hirn 

..IL 

and to tnakc all poffiblc l~etu.rns, 

to his Bencfl1Clor. Upon this Prin
ciple I hU111bly pre[U111C to addrc[s 
lnyfelf to You, and gratefully to 

acknowledge, not only thofc A[

fifl:ances by \\7 hich I was cnableq 
in any il1ea[urc to purfile Iny Stu
dies, but Jikewife, thofe fingular 
Advantages of Education which 
I enjoy'd in a Society remarkable 
for producing Men of gre~t ~iety 

and 



D E D l C AT ION. 

and ErJldition, and under "I~utor8 
adorn'dlwith ufeful and polite Li .... 
terature, firiCl: Vigilance; and fuch 
an agree~blc Temper· as demanded 
the Love as well as Regard of the 
bappy 'pupil; in a Society, in 
which Regularity and Difcipline, 
Virtue and L~arning, are obfcrved 
cultivated and encouraged, and in 
which Good - Nature and -Good 
Manners eminently concur. -Ht£c 
olim meminijJe jlJvabit. 

A Veneration for the Memory 
of· Dr. Jt,.Jar jball, the Deference 

due to his unColntnOn AcquiG.tions 
in Oriental Learning, the, Provi
{ion he made for the InlprOVeI11cnt 
of others by the valuable Treafure 
of Eajlerl1 Manufcripts and Books 
bequeath'd by hin~ to the Bodlejan 
and [.Ill1coln College IJibraries) wil1, . 

In 



D E DIe A T ION. 
in fome meafure, juftify this Ad
drefs to a Society, whi~h may 
jufily boa!\: of [0 great an Orna
ment to it, of [0 excellent an Ex-
ample of Religion Loyalty and 
Learning. 

Permit me, Gentlemen, to pay 
this humble Tribute to true Me
rit, and to intreat You to re
ceive,~with your u[ual Candour and 
Condefcenfion, this Blean attern.pt 
of recommending a mofl: uieful 
Branch of Lea,rning. The Deftgn, 
I am per[uaded, You win approve; 
my heft, tho' p0c;>r, Endeavours I 
beg leave to introduce in the Words 
of the admired 7heocriftts, 

or' aUTCtf (M~cr:u) 7ra~fx~(n, 
''- '";' t / 

EfJ.O~ O£iCO' 'U7rc('~X,E" 
,.. / 

TOla ¢ffw. 

Whatever 



DEDICATION 
Whatever Cenfure thefe may do
{erve, I }lave, at leall, this Satis
faCtion, · that they aHord me an 
Opportunity of cllpreffing my grate.,. 
ful RefeIitment of your Favours, 
and of prof effing that fincere De
ference, with which I anl, 

GENTLEMEN, 

rOfJr moft obliged and 

mofJ hfllnh/e Servant, 

PHILOGLOTTUS.' - ,. - . 



* "1 b .... 

ERRA'TA. 

Page 13. I. 18. Jor iL r. xi.-p. 19. 1.20. 
r. fe. - p. 22. I. 2 I. r. Antiquities.
p. 29. I. 18. r. ~) - p. 36. I. 25-
T.~. - p. 39. l. 20, and 2 I. fir ;..J 
T. ~~ ... 
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E s s A y 
On the USEFULNESS of 

o R lEN TAL LEA R N I N G. 

K NOWLEDGE in general is an 
object which the Mind of Man' 
fo eagerly purfues 1, that, I am 

perfuaded, the candid Reader will favour
ably receive my endeavours to reprefent 
to hi~ the U fefulnefs of that Learning 
fronl whence all valuable Knowledge has 
been originally derived, and to direct his 
v iews to thofe once famous parts of the 
vlorld to which forne of the moil: emi
nent Philofophers owed their greatefi At
tainments. It is among the ancient Eaft
erns, that \ve mull: expeCt to find, at 

I Tantus f .. /l innatu5 in nobis cognitionis amor & Jcimtz'te, 
f~1.;. ~i((ro de FilIi!n·i. 1. v. p .. 393. ed. Da'lJii. 

B leafl, 
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teall:, that Traditional Knowledge s, which 
defcended to Mankind, more pure and 
extenfi ve than among others. 

If thus much be allow'd, it will be 
eafily granted) that' the Searcher after 
Truth muft hnd it pureft at the F oun
lain-head, and that it nlUa jhine clear
eft in the Eafi. 'fhat I am far from be
ing fingular in this fentiment, is evident 
from the general rcfort of the wifeft a
mong the ancient Sages thither, purely 
for the! Improvement of their Minds 3. 

:fhales was the firft of the Sophi, or \Vi{e 
Men, famous in Greece, and is faid to 
have learn'd his Afironomy, Geometry, 

2. The learned Mr. Sh#ciforJ has obferved, that the 
Philofophy of the Ancients was not Difputative, but Tra
ditional; that the Principles they went upon to teach or to 
learn by, wert, not to (earch into the Natllre of Things, 
or to confider what they could find by Philofophical Exa
minations, but, .11ft ant! it }hall he told YON; !earth th~ 
Record! of .Ilntitjui(v anti you ./hall find <what you ntlJ1tir~ 
ajhr. See this Author at large on this head in Prif. to 
his Cq!mcflioll, vol. i. p. 47· & fir;. 

1 D;(}t!orul 8i(u/1I1, lib. i. Bih/ioth. p,.fJ(f)p. Ga'ZtEu! in 
Reg. lib. iii. c. z. p. 18). ed. Meurf. Hl$tlH DellWnjir. 
E<vang. prop. 4. c. 8. i 19. 'lemple~s Ej[ay 011 Ancient anti 
Mod. Learning, 8vo Edit. of Mifcellan. part, 2. p. 12, 2Z. 

25· Lamy de tJ'ahernat. 1. ii. i 5. JI~'llli1u, DiJtrtat. d, 
Littg. Coptiea, p. 80. 

Afito-
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Aftrology, Theology in his Travels from 
his Country Miletus, to Egypt, PhtZnicia, 
&c. 4 Pythagoras was the Father of 
Philofophers and of the Virtues, and 
f~ems to have gone 'the fartheft in fearch 
of I.Jearning and Knowledge, and to have 
brought home the greateft Trea[ures. He 
went firfi·to Egypt, where he {pent twen
ty two Years in Study, Converfation, &c. 
in order to gain admittance and in
ftrutl:ion in the Learning and Sciences, 
that were there in their highefi: Afcen. 
dent. Twelve Years he fpent in Babylon, 
.and in the Studies and Learning of the 
Priefis or Magi of the Chaldteans. Be
fides thef~ long abodes in thofe. two re
gion,s, celebrated for ancient Learning. 
and where one Author, according to their 
calculations, fays, he gain'd the Obferva
tions of innumerable Ages; he travelled 
likewife upon the fame account into /E. 
thiopia, Arabia, Il1dia, esc. 5 Plato not 

.. <[empIe, ubi ju.pra~ p. 'I. 
S' Id. ibid. p. 11, I Z, 13. rid. S.;U(~ford, Prif. to CDfI~ 

net1ion, vol. i. p. 51, f.:fc. L-{ullii Demon/lr. Evangtl. 

Prop. iv. c. z" ~ 7. 

B 2 
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only travell'd over Egypt to this "end 6, 

but even acknowledges, that the Greeks 
received th~ir moil: valuable .Learning, at 
leafi in a great meafure, "fforr .. the PblXni ... 
cians and Syrians, i~ t. Hebrews 7; froin 
whom 8, in particular from Mqfts, he has 
borrow'd fo largely, tn:1t Numenius the 
Pythagorean did not [cruple to .1l:yle him 
nA~Ttc;v M!&11'~~ a.T7uc.:,t.cJV 9. Frmn there 
Eaflerl1s the Greekr learned the ufe of 
Letters 10 by means of Cadmus 11. And 
indeed the etyn~ology of this Narne, 
which is plainly derived from the He
hretzv O'p, clearly difcovers to us the ob
ligations the Greeks are under to the 

6 Cicero, 1. v. tit Finibus. Lam'V de Tnbn-'flac. 1. ii § 5. 
i Plato in Crat}/o, p. 426. Bo(bart. Pl't?/r:.!:'" I. iv. c. 2.t. 

Shuciford, uhi/upra, p. 54· crim/,/c, It/,i/l/pra. p.8, 9, J 2. 

8 0 i~ J:.;;~II.c.V rp.A~O"Op~ fIr-d; .,.:V. Clt'7l/fnJ A!rxandr. 
S~romat. 1. i. p. 321, cd. Potter. cujus 1101. ill ioc. rvid. 
The curious Rt:J.dcr is ddired to pcrUrl~ this firH Book of 
the Stroma!. where he will tnd the fubjd1 under con1i. 
deration treated at large by thl~' moillcarr.ed F:1ther. 

9 See this point fully handled by the lea.rned A!.gid. 
It-fmagiu!, Obfiyrvat_ iu Diog. Lat'rl. 1. iii. St'!;-;" ~. 

10 See this point very learnedly and curioufly treated 
by ~r. Shll.ciford, C0J11te8ion, vol. j. p. z 5 4, 0.1 c. " 

11 K«'~fA':-~ ar' ;; ')'~'ffl~( t~a.<; fX~ COI"'~ClIj. Callimaeh. 
Hfrpdot. in Terpjich. Lam] de 'Jabernac. 1. ii. c. 5· § 5. 

Eq/lerns 
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Eafltrns fot the firft Elements of Know
ledge n; and .more efpecially perhaps to 
the Hebrews and Chaldees, fo renlarkably 
charaCterized by the Oracle, 

MHlIO~ XCGAdcUOI Coq;:/w )..r1,xov, ~Jt ;;'e' E-
.~~alo;. . 

The Obfcrvatory on the To\ver of Ba-
• 

bel was probably the firfi; and we know 
the Chaldceans ,,,ere very enlinent Precep
tors in Afironomy 13. The Egyptians, 
the Parents of Arts and all Philo{ophical 

• SClence 14, were the firft who attempted 
to [crutinize and meafure the Heavens. 
and, favour'd by the Serenity and Clear
nefs of their Atmofphere 15, .introduced 
many ufeful Improveluents in Aftrono
my 16. From the Eajierns Solon copied 
fonle perhaps of his moft excellent 
Laws 17; and, while the Nanlcs of ]}li-

U Lamy, ibid. 13 r. lvlatJbam. Can. Cl>rol1. Su. 
xvi. p. 504. cd. Frallfq. 

'4 Macroh. Saturn. L i. c. 15. Somll. Sci;. 1. i. c. J9-
IS A/pini IIifl . ..iEg)'Pti Nat. 1. j. c J. p. f . 
• 6 ft1acroh. SOl1l1t. S:ip. 1. 1. C. Z J. Alpin. ubi fupra" 

1. i. c. 1. p.2, 
'7 See Bibliotb. Bibiica, Ouai Annotat. N. 3, on Dtlt

teronotJ~Y. H.lCtii D.~moJtjirat. E'Vll11g. Prop- iv. c. 2. ,6. 
(;. II. , 3. 

tlwidatfs 
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thridates IS and .A'tJicenna Iaft, the Eajl
trns muft be acknowledged Adepts in 
Medicine. We are indebted to the Eafi
Lrns a.lmofi' for the Prefervation of the 
feveral branches of Philofophy; which, 
by tranfiating the' Greek Writers, parti
cularly into the Arabick L2.nguage,· they 
refcued from the fatal Ignorance, that 
overfpread the wefl:ern hemi(phere about 
the eleventh and twelfth centuries. 

'Tis worth obfct'ving, that the Ara
hick Tpngue is admirably adapted to the 
conveyance of Philofophical Knowiedge; 
infomuch, that fome particulars, ,vhich 
cannot be cxprefs'd without Barb~rity in 
the Latin Idion1, are not only deliver'd 
with Accuracy, but even flow with Eie
gance, in the Arabick. 

With thefe advantages, when the Moors 
were in pofTeflion of Spain, Ar.ijlot/e in 
the Arabian drefs travell'd thither; and 
when, upon his being tranflated out of 
Arahick into Latin, he became known 
to the Wefrern World, he \"~as fo uni
verfally adruired, that, after {olne years, 

t8 Pi;. Le Clerc. Hiji. tI, III Muiiejllt, Pari. i. 1. jii. 
c. 3· r· 39°,391.' 

it 
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"it was provided by publick Autpority, 
that, No one lhould contradiCt 4rlfto
tie 19. 

The Orator cannot want inducements 
• to declare in favour of Oriental Learning; 

if he obferves the Subliolity of Thought. 
the Expreffivenefs and Clearnefs of Style, 
the entertaining method of alluring the 
Mind to Morality by beautiful Metaphors 
and pertinent Fables, which run through 
the Writings of the Eajterns, he muft 
acknowledge them Beauties worthy -to be 
copied, at leaH, fo far as the cooler fan
cies and imaginations of the WejJcrns 
will permit. 

That an acquaintance with the Eaj/
ern Languages is nece1fary to compleat 
the Critick, even in his difquifitions on 
Profane Learning, may appear from the 
difficulties and obfcuritics which an ig. 
norance of thefe has betray'd Men into • 

. While fome Criticks on that paffage of 
Virgil, . 

ptfrltlnque cubile 
Jnariolc Jovis imperii~ imprjla 'I)'PhIZO. 

LEN. IX. ,; 7 15. 

·9 rid. P"d'/al. in A/Jrich LogiCll1n, § 9. 
have 



[ 8 ] 
have concluded Inarime, therein men
tion'd, to be the Ifland Ifchia or IEna'ria, 
on the coaft of Naples, fouth of Pro
chytce, and others hav.e made: it a Moun
tain of Cilicia, and others again have 
placed it in Lydia, our learned Country
Ulan Dickil'ifon 20 feems to have clear'd 
up the point, and to have correlt-ed what 
,ve may pre{ume to call an error in 
Virgil, by obferv ing, that he has ren
der'd by one Word, Inarime, what Ho .. 
me,., Irom whom he borrow'd this paf
£'1ge, expre1Tes in two, ~ 'Ae),."alq, i!.1 A
ranI, or Syria, which is frequently c:all'd 
Citf2.l, and that Homer alludes to the 
Account of the remarkably large Bed of 
King OK (whom he proves to be the 
fanle with r'.ypho) tranfmitted to us by 
,Mops 22. This will appear probable from 
a view of the whole paffage, which 
.Dicki12JOll reads thus., 

2;) Dflphl' PhaniciZQllln, C. 2. (/). Cret:,/.· Fafiic. I. 

;11 The lnhabitants of ;;1";4 were known alfo among 
the GrUks by the Name- M Arim<t:4TJJ or Arll1ntZam, 

l ' \ 'C' I 'A I ,"" 'JI" '" I y' J ~~ "'tI~!;~ ~"M:!~ (HXO~", ,,~ lUll Ae1l"-tJ, ')..,YIHTIf. Ill. 

Strahl), 1. xiii. '& Lxvi 
lJ DEU r. iii, II.. 
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II. ii. 1. 78 I, &c. 

A knowlepge of the llebrew may like
wife fupply us with a more plaufible ac
count of the original of the Exclanlation 
EAEAdJ"" vi I~, in the celebration of the 
OJchophoria, than that affign' q byP 111-
tarch 23. The Biographer makes it only 
an Exclamation of Grief, occafian'd by 
the death of .lEgeus, and, confequently, 
,a mere found expreffive of a' Sorrow 
inconfiftent with the celebration of a 
Fefiival; whereas, if we fuppoft it to be 
a tranfcript from that glodous and joy
ful Ejaculation f'I' ~SSil in ufe among 
the Hehreu's, it appears an Addrefs ,vor
thy the Deity, and very well ada pt
ed to the Fefiivity of the Solenlnity 14. 

To mention one in fiance more to our pre.
fent purpafe j we have' (fays the learned 

.13 In 'Thr.je," 
Jr. .. rid. Dickinfon. Delphi P hanicix. c. 6. . 

C ShuCkford) 
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Shuckford~)) Sanchoniathan"s account of 
[the Creation] in El(febillS:, and, if we 
thro'w afide' the Mythology ~lnd falfe Phi
lofophy, which thofe. that lived after hinl 
added to his Writings, we may pick up 
a fc\v very ancient and remarkable truths; 
namely, that there was a dark .. and C011-

~ff{fid ChaM, and a Bfa} q/ Wind or Air 
to put it in a ferment or agitation; this 
Wind he calls .~H!..t'~ KoA7ifct, not the 
'\lind c Colpia, as El~febius feerns to take 

it, but avep.~ Col-Pi-~Tah M'-'~-~'~' 
i. e. The f'~r'nd or Brcatb if the VOi:ce if 
the Moutb of the Lord :1.6. Theft hints 
mav in fome meafure (hew ho\v necef-

'" 
fary the Eafiern Learning and Languages 
are to a right underftanding the M y~ 
thology and even Etymologies of the 
uncient Heathens, without which our 

l~ Priface to vol. i. of his Connl'flion, p. 42. Sec like. 

wife 'fribbecbovii ''"crit. Creat. 1I1ullc:i, apud Crenii Fa/dc. I. 

p, 289, 290 • 

~6 In this ~xpreffioo we have eviuent footfleps of the 
ooftrine of a Trinity of Perfons in that Divine Effence 
which created the Univcrfr. The words in the original 
are ~ ~ K'/A,7>I<X- dv[{J,I,J', .vhich may be moHo emphatically 
and truly explain'd and render'd by thofe words of the 

Pfalmdl. , j~£) Mi'i.:l' itv~.l O~Ctv jmi~ '"'\,:1":1 
t:J~~.:l::: ~~ PSA L. xxxiii. 6. 

Critical 
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Critical Know ledge mull: be very fuper ... 
ficia1. 

Confiderable in1provements .in our Ci
vil and Canon Law '}light be drawn from 
thofe MClnoirs of the firft Elnpires of the 
World, and from thofe Canons and Can ... 
ftitutions of the Prilnitive Church, which 

• are extant an10ng the EaJlcrns, but, \vhich 
we are too much unacquainted with.. We 
are likewife unhappily firangers to the 
Lavv~ of the A://yrian, Chaldcea11, .Median, 
and Perjian Governments, which; from 
the Greatnefs and Duration of thofe Em. 
pires, we may aiTure our{el~es, were very 
t:xcellently contrived. Selden and Bodi
nus, who are jufily efteetn'd very emi
nent men in the Profeffion, have afforded 
us, in the ufe they have made of the 
EaJlcrn Learning in this particular, fuffi
cient fpecimens of the Advantages which 
may from thence afife to thefe nJo!l: im
portant branches of the Law 27. 

But, above all, when 'iVe. confider, that 
Religion, which Man is moil: nearly con
cern'd to receive from the firfi: and Ptl-

~7 CaJldli Orat at: Ling. Arap. p. 15. 

C2 feft-



[ 12 ] 

reft (pring, was in the Bail: continued 
mofi uncorrupted in the fucceffion of the 
Patriarchs, • was in the Eaft reveal'd to 
MqJes, ,vas in the Ealt deliver' cl to man
kind by the Son of God himfelf) th,e Re
ligious man and the Scholar muft: con
clude, that the Eaft has been th~ Re(erva
tory of Religious as well as Natural Kno\v
ledge::'8, and that therefore it muft: highly 
tend to promote both, to ufe all pallible 
endeavours to renew an acquaintance \vith 

• 
the ancient Eq/icrnJ', and to retrieve the 
remains of that valuable Knowledge which 
once prevail'd amongft them. 

The more clearly to evince the ufcful.
nefs of the Oriental Learning, it tnay 
be proper to enter into a more parti
cular detail of the excellencies of the 
Eaflern Languages, and of thofe claims 
by which they feverally challenge our e-
1~eeln and attention. 

\. To begin therefore with fome of thore 
advantages which jufiJy recommend the 
llebrerw. The Antiquity of this Language 
is fuch, that it has been reafonably fup ... 

,.s rid. Cajld/. iM./. p. 6. 

pored 
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pored to be, not only the moO: ancient~. 
but alfo, the original from which all 0-

ther'languages have been derivt.!.d 30. The 
names of a vafl: number of People, who 
are defcended frolll the Hfbre'lRJs, do ihe'\v 
the Antiquity of both the Nation and Lan
guage;J tije Aj[vrians derive their nanle 
from .i1jhur, the E/{lJJlites fron1 Elam, 
Jupiter) or rather 1o('''''is Pater, among 
the Latins, and Iaev and Eu,~ a name of 
Bacchus among the Greeks 3\ are d~rived 
fronl Jehovah 32 ) Ceres from Gheres which 
fignifies Grain 33, &c. I-ICPa.llj~) Of, ac-

29 Pid. 7"argum. Jonathan. 0' /ijero./ol. ad Gen. xi. I. 
Fcuard. Not. +. jn Irt'1l.:ei 1. ii. c. 4 I. ad-v. HtereJ. p. 16-4-
td. Cirab. Strtlurhii Dub. HiJloric. & C1Jronoiog. PoJ. 4. 

ap. Crenii Fa/c. 2. Exercit. Pbilo!rg. lIiJl(lf-ic. p. 113. 

Rojlin, llzjl. Ancirnne, tom. ii. part. 2. p. 6oz. S/;uCiftJ1'tf~ 

Comwell. vol. i. p. 112, Gc. Th. Hayne Dijftrt. de Ling. 
Cog not. ap. Crtnii Ana/ella, p. 23, 36, 37. NichoIJm.· 
Dijftrt. Philolog. dt' Uni·v. Orbis Linguil, p. 3. ap. DijJerl. 
ex Oecaf. s..yllogn Oral. Domin. [cripl. ad CJ;a11lbcria.yn. 

)0 Schic!.:ard. lIorol. Et1'.rIllJ1, p. 14 1 • Slad.bouje. Ap
par. /0 Hijl. of ~'l;e Bihli~ p. xlv, xlvi. 'Thoughts conce"nin: 
Religion Natura' and RerueaJtd, p. l~. Lam.is inb·od. t, 
Holy Script. as tranflated by Bltn~.,) b. ii. c. 5. NichtJl-:-

1m, ubi lup1'a, p. 9. 
31 r. Fuller; Mijuli. Sarro 1. :!. c.6. 1. iv. c. 14· 
JZ 'fhougblJ conarning Rdigilm, p. 84. lulleri MifrdJ. 

Sacr. 1. ii .. c. 6. 
3 J lltfn.,v, II/;': fopTa .. 

cording 
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cording to the -Doric dialeCt, .A~aA'i~, a 
nalne of Vulcan, from t!'N :l:~, or, accord
ing to the Chaldce dialect, Nnt:J~ :J~; tbt 
Father or In'Vcntor r ~r Fire 3+; and it is 
remark'd by feveral learned nlen, that 
there is no language in which {orne re
mains of the Hebreu' are not to be , 
found 35. 

The knowledge of the l-Icbrcw appears 
in [olne meafure necciIlry, even, to our 
fonning juil: appn~heI1fions of the Laws 
of the ancient Grecian Sagcf:. For, as 
the beft Laws in Grcec.e were but copil~s 
of the Mojaic Law (as [olne learned Inen 
in the laft century have very ful1y fhe\:\.rn" 
and of which any ilnpartial perfon may 
be ealily convinced, if he will compare 
thofcLaws in their original bnguages, and 
confider ho\v nearly the Greek approaches 
. to ,an elegant tranfiation of the Hebrew 36) 

it muft be allowed, that the concifeft and 
1110ft certain method of gaining a right 

H Sec the learned Dr. HutcbinJan\, l"!otc em ,Xmopl1on 
tie c..vri InJlitut. I..vii. p. 526. of his excd!tnt edition of 
'that work, OXOll. 1727. andBoc!.'art. Gt'ografh. Sacr. pars 
j>()Jler. 1. i. c. I Z-

lS Lam)', Jtbi /Ilpra. 
]6 See Uflir.;c!jal Hijlo,y, vol. iii, p- 33 t. 

undcr-
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nnderfianding of the drift, import, and 
excellency of thofe Lnws mufi be a pre
vious application to that original Code 
from which they wete borro\\'ed. 
( Arijlotle, we are affiued, efieemed an 
a"Oquaintance ""vith the Hebrew learning fo 
expedient. to his difquifitions, that he 
made hin1felf a mailer of that branch of 
ljteratnre, and was well ver[ed therein j7~ 
{ If we enquire into thofe excel1encic!; 
~ hich ufually rccon1mend the -learned 

• • 
languages, \ve {hall find the Hel'rew to 
be an original and el1entiaI language, that 
borrows of none, but lends to alL) Some 
of the iliarpefl: Pagan Writers) inveterate 
enemie~ to the religion and learning of 
both Jews and Chrijiialls, hrtve allowed 
the Hebrew tongue to have a noble Enj~ 
phafis and a clofe and beautiful Brevity 3~. 
The I-Iebre'w is a language, for unifor
mity and fimplicity, of all others the 
moll: eafy, and yet, at the [arne time, fo 
full of excellent wifdom and fkill in the 

37 Uniq). HiJl. ibid. p. 330. 'Irilbccho"L,ii rtf·it. Crear. 
Mundi, p. %55, 

J 8 £ ' ~ \ 'yo'''' ., 1 f \ .. ';\ .' ./ 
x~ J 'b '; IX JJ«-~Xe5" f)v()p.a x '!Z'C,»'LW fA¥ ffl-.qJX(1'W 

'rJoA;../d;' Cu.u70fl,llXv. Jatnblicu.delr!Jflcr. § j. c. ,. 

contrivance 
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contrivance of it, as, coofidering it mere .... 
ly as a language, will afford exercife for 
the acutefi parts, and give pleafure to the 
moft curious 39. The Old T'efiament is 
the rich trea[ury of all the fublimity of 
thought, moving tendernefs of paffion, 
and vigorous firength of expreffion, which 
are to be found in all the languages by 
which mortals declare their Dlinds 4°. One 
word is often a good defcription, and 
gives you a fatisfaCtory account of the 
chief or difiinguifhing property or q:Jali
ty of the thing or perron named. It 
would be no difficult n1atter for a rrlan 
of diligence and good taite, cOlnprtently 
}kill'd in the l{ebrew and Claffical Learn ... 
iog, to prove, that the Hebrew Bible has 
every beauty and excellence th~t can be 

" found in all the Greek and Roman Au
thors, and a great many n10re and firon
ger than any in all the moll: admired 
Claffics 4'. If it be objeCted, that this 
reprefentation feen1s to affect the Holy 
Bible rather than barely the IIcbrew lan-

39 Prifau to Dr. Grey's lIt'J.t"f!ttV Grammar, p. 3. 
~o Blackr:r.".:all's Sacred ClajJics Def. C;t'c. p i. c. I. 

41 id. ibid. 

guage, 
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guage, and that the world is ftored. with 
variety of excellent Tranflations; it may 
be anfwer'd, that this variety is an argu
ment in favour of the fiudy .of the Ori
ginal. For, amidft. a diverfity of Inter
pretatiQDs, how {hall we be afcertain'd of 
the true one without reforting to the Ori
ginal? aqd, in {hort,' after we have puz
zled and perplex'd oudelves with turning 
over and comparing the heft Tranilation/ 
we can only know, that the authors of 
fuch Tranflations have acquainted us with 
the particulars we read in them, b~1t can
not afi"ure ourfelves, that the Holy Spirit 
has diClated (uch accounts in the Sacred 
Text 41.. Add to this, that every Lan
guage has its idioms and peculiar beau
ties, which it is not poffible to expre!s or 
preferve in their native energy when tran
flated into any other Language 4-3. This 

-.1 rid. Be'Vcridge de Lil1g. Orient. Prd'Jlal1t, p. 10. 

i ~ A ." \ \ r,'" ., r,· '~" 1 ' '" I" , ,.,).. f~. TI~a. ~ 1!ao o,.x5""O~ f t1l' !J- 'e I:-"fMX ,7., .aoUi.J::. ," 

,.;~ ci:"'AO E'Sy@- :Aj~ qGtJI~~ C'l(ha:H~ . f7rH/x Itcf.v ,,; f.lT~~ T5 

eWTa fA'f9~efA'!wc'Jt"'(Y. «')I,Ad 1"~J' yt ~'wJap-l~ ,J"i-a q;tAdTlq T"" 
aV .. !.u;. 'Jomblich. de ]l.f;~I!£r. ; vii. c. 5. II ~Jl rt111ar'lua
ble '1ut Dleu a dOflne a ehafjllt langue 1111 cara3h'f, un gr
tfJie par-lieu/itr. Rollin RiJl. Al1c. tom. xi. part, 2. p, 602, 
O,j.jlii Introd, {ld Ung. Orim!, p. 1+. 

D . 
IS 
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is more e( pecially obfervable ·t')f the He
bre~w, '\vhich is a Language of a peculiar 
cafi both in the contexture of its words 
and the cad~ncc of its periods, and con
tains certain expreffi0ns, whofe emphafis 
can no more be tranflated into another 
Language, than the \\'ater of a Diamond 
can be painted, without detracting from 
the Original 44, 

1'he avvful idea V\Tith which the Great 

and Tremendous Na.me of God ;-"," 

C'~'N(, mufl: 1111 e\i ery pious breafi) the 
glorious intimation it gives us of a Tri. 
nity of Pcrfons in One Divine EfTence» 
tl}e Maj~flick Reprcfentation therein of 
(;od as Ex~fleJlce in the abftraCt, and tIH:; 

many other mofi (ublill1e :lnd exalted no

tions. iI:npJied therein, which no other 
Langu3ge affords words to exprefs 45, and 
ill c0111parifon of which the Sacred Name 
-in other LanguJ [TCS anpears alrnoi1 lo\v 

'-" L) , 

and infignificant: I fay, this confideration 

can be no [mall inducenlent to the pious 

4<1 St(?r/d,nu./"';'s .A/i,lr. to Iii}. if tt..'f Bil:!(', p. 3 z. Br
'Vcriri;; uhi fUJl l·a. P J $S. 

4" Ti!e karIlnl Reader is defire:d to rcrufe w1t~t Fu//o' 
h;1, v:rr)'e on-thi5 fubj('ct, j~/!t'/""il. Sati'. 1. ii. c. 6. p. 20';, 

~c 3. 1. iv. c. 13· cd. Lo:d. 

ScLol,ns 
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Scholar to ,make himfelf acquainted with 
this Language. 

The laft argument I (hall mention in 
fa your of the fiudy of the hebrew thall 
be drawn foom the ev iJent necetTloty ther~ 
is, that thofe young Gentlemen, \vho aF
ply themfClves to the fiudy of Divinity 
with a rleGgn to qualify then1felves f\.)r 
the Minifierial Function" fhould be early 
acquainted with the flaIy Scriptures in 
the Original Languages; fur thefe mufl: 
be our dernier refort in all doubt flltl cafes 
and on all controverted points 46, and tlle 

Originals nuIll at bil deterrninc us. T'he1e, 
we know') are the ilnn1ediate Infpirations 
of God hio1fclf, 2nd confequently Infal
lible, whereas Tranflations) as fuch, as 

,,6 La/ill(!' 1!!ltim] D:nS;tl<t" IOlhillfi -- duo/l/lJ aliis ad 

S :riptu1"m tml Di,-vilh'lU Jll cOf.; nit iOllt1Jl c!,u J ['ape'!!, llclr,l.-a 
fi & Gra',(l, 1ft ad tX('t:Jp/m ia pr,'cacientia luurratlty, fi
quam dU!'itati:JnI'11l attu/o it la/il/orum illlel pn-tum il1ji',:Ia 
,"'(/}',:dfiS, S. ,///1.[;, d .. ])c,::r Cl'r~/l 1. ii, c. r I, n. 16. Ut 
P'1!cru1fJ Li/;)"p'ufn jiJ{j dt' Hdr.ritf 'vo/lImi";,~lIs fxamimmda 

rj1, ila C;j" "'(}~':'rum GI'rpci f'l'lI1(;11:S 1Jor1/lam drjidcrat. S. 
Hitr011 , Ef'.jl. 28. ad l.-.hcin. nt/IUIIn. Du Pin Hifl. of tl~ 
Cano1Jrf doe O. lUiJ ~V. Cftjlafllcnt, h. i. c. 10. § 5, wh~:re 
thi:, k.rneJ wriicl has I1:eW!l tl:e fl'ntimcnts of the ancimt;i 
with f<'gud to the nccdfiry th'o-:,e is of a kno\Vl~..!ge 
of the Origi:: i1 L:::ngl':lgc tc m:~ke a good Interpreter of 
chc..: rIolv Sc.ri ~t~::'c . . , 

D 2 
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well as Tranflators, muft be fubjeCl ,to 
Miftakes. 

Having tpus endeavour'd to 1hew fome 
of thofe advantages which attend a know-, 
~edge of the Biblical Hebrew, it may be 
proper, in the next place, to take a vieW' 
of forne of thQfe which arife from an 
acquaintance with the Rabbihical and 
'T almudical. 

I t has been acknowledged by the Lear
ned, and by a late great Critic 47 urged. 
as an 'ornament to the Sacred Page, that 
the New Teftament abounds with Re-. 
braiJms and thofe Blodes of fpcech which 
were fanliliar to the '1 ews of the ar:e in 
,vhich that'Divine Code was compiled; 
and, confequently, it nlufi be a purfuit 
and labour \vorthy a Divine to trace out 
the proper rente and acceptation of fuch 
Modes of Speech in thofe ancient volumes 
of the Hebrews which were compofed a- , 
bout the tin1e of the COlnnlencement of 
the Chriflian /Era 43• ' The a.dtnirable uf:e 
the learneq Lightfoot has Inadc vf thefe 

47 Mr. Black'll,..·aIl, Sacred ClsjJio, part i. p. t. 

4~ rid. Relandi Pro/ego11J. ill Ana/ella Rabbi". p. 14. 
Iie/'tJici Trall. de CI.1a/d. Paraphraf p. ZOo 

.taffift-
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affiftances fufficiently juftifies this rem_. 
'The Writers of the New Teftameot fre
quently allude to the Manners, Rites, and 
Ceremonies prevalent in the age .in which 
they lived, and oftllefe the Gemara ,gives 
us the fullefl: Ireprefentation. With how 
much greater a luftre muff: the appo
fitenefs, *eight, majelly, 'and wifdom of 
thofe glorious Difcourfes, which flow'd 
from the mouths and pens of our Saviour 
and his A poftle~, appear to one acquaint
ed with thefe particulars, than to- one a 
novice therein! Among our modern 
Commentators on the Old Tefiament" 
few, if any, have fucceeded in their ex
planations of the Sacred Text, wbo have 
not confulted the Rabbinical Commenta
ries, made ufe of the aids which thole af
forded, and taken the true and proper 
ftgnification of many words from them; 
which jufiifies Munfler~s remark, lnepte 
illos agere, 'lui~ contemptis H'tbr~is jeri
ptoribus, libros V. Injlrunzenti interpre
tantur 49. That we may not fecm to af,,:, 
fert t~is without foundation, it may be 

49 rid. R£landi Pro/Igom. in AlaitE.'a Rabhill. 

proper 
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proper to mention one inftance to our 
prefent purpofe. The relation. of J eph
thah's Vow, and the Execution of it; 
(JUDG. xi.1 have much perplex'd Com
mentators, who hav~ too g,enerally read 
thefe words with a Copulative thus • 
fball furely he the Lord's, AND I will 0f-
fer it up for a hurnt-~ffering, afid conclu. 
ded, that Jepbthah Sacrificed his Daugh
ter 'so; whereas, Kilncl,i, by duly attend
jng to the Original, and obferving that the 
Fau may be render)d by or inftead of 
and (as it is EXOD. xxi. IS.) clears up the 
difficulty, and gives us this plain and eary 
Interpretation jhall he the Lord's, Or 
Holy ~o the Lord (if it be not fit for a 
Sacrifice to God) or (if it be fit) I will 
'!Ifer it up for a burnt-qllt'I'il1g I. 

The 'Ialmud \vill be likewife ufeful to 
Chrijlians", fince it contains n1any things 
which not only illufirate the Antiquitie 
()f the New T'cfian1ent, the Sacred Cho-

so r. Joftphi Antit] Jud. 1. v. c. 7. § 10. d. HU.{.?IL 
;Uarfoami Can. Cb'011. Sec. ix. p. 170 • 

I r. Oddcii /rJ!ro.i. ad Lill[,. Orim!. c. vii p, 2; A fa/,
/ham. uhi lupl'a, p. J 70. 

" P'. Harne Pra-Fat. att'D;rt:1tat. de liller. Corrnat aJ.:Jd • J' ~< 0 0 • i 

Crenii Alla/dlu, p. '4, l:" (. 
3 rography) 
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rography, and the Parables and Proverbs 
aUedged and cited by our Bleffed Saviol1r~ 
but alfo affords confiderable ligl1t to· the 
Prophecies which relate to the' MejJiah 3. 

Not to multiply. divifions, we may, 
under t~is head, proceed °to fome argu
ments in favour of the Chaldee. 

As eve.y the leafi part of ,Scripture 
muft be held' inefiimable by the Chrijlian 
and Scholar, [0, if the arguolcnt made 
ufe of above in recommendation of the 
Hebrew, viz. tha.t the Books of th~ Old 

",0\\, 

'Teftament ate penn'd almoft wholly in 
that Language, be of force, it will be 
likewife conclufive \vith regard to t~e 

Chaldee, the greatefi part of the Books 
of Daniel and Ezra being wrote in that 
Language. 
:tThe excellent ufe \vhich may 'be made 

of the 'Targulns muft be likewife an en ... 
couragen1ent to the fiudy of this Lan .. 
guage. A s the J fU'S efteem them of e
qual autl?ority with the Rcbrew Scrip .. 
tures 4 thetn[elves, all arguments drawn 
fi-om thern in behalf of Cbri)fianity are 

.3 PrdJ'~i!. in CL/lal'ii Rabhh:~fil1. 
~ V. 11, h .. ,h; 7: oB. cit' Cb.dd. HiM. Paraphr. c. f. 
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of force againG: the Jews 5. Nor is this 
partial \Ife the only one that is to be made 
of them'; there are certainly many articles 
in them which favour and illufirate the 
ChrijJian caufe, and. which, though they 
want the evident charatleriiticks of a Di
vine Original, yet) were certainly re
ceived from the Ancients, andc, convey'd 

• 
down by the Schools of the Prophets 6. 

St. JOhlZ very emphatically fiyles the Son 
of God the Ao'Y~ or Word, agreeably to 
the Old Teftament, as PSAJ .• xxxiii. 6. 

h • " 

By the Hl"ord of the Lord were the I-lea-
#£lens made, CSc. and, left anyone fhould 
i~agine, that this ftyle imported no more 
than the Decree or Will of God, the 
Cha/dee Paraphrafe acquaints us, that the 
Ancients underftood it, in a much higher, 
fenfe, of a Divine Perfon, jJ~o(ju:;a;7oy, which 
has a proper Hypofiafis, or Subfiftence 
Perfonally diftinCt fi'om the Father 7 j 

which remarkably confirms the fignifican
cy 'and propriety of this appellat.ion made 
ufe of by St. 'John, who feen1s to havo 

~ See Kidder's [JfIll01ljlrat. of tbl' J.1!eJJias, Part ii. p. 33. 
Part iii. p. '94, & flq. zd Ecilt. 

6 HII'Vic. ubi fi,tro. "! Jd. ibid, 0" c. 5. 
intended 
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intended to give the Jews a full, difrinCt, 
and proper Idea of a Phrafe become h1-
miliar to then), and [0 frequently occur
ring in the Paraphrafes, and t(1 h8.ve de
fign'd to fignify to th~ln, that That IP"orJ 
of Jebovah, \vhich, fro 111 the ancient 

traditions of the Prophets, they. bdievcd 

to have Created the World, &~ \VJS th\! 
• 

Perfon he now preached to theIn, that 
That lVord is the Son of God, the Pro
mifed Mtj/itlb, &c. l~hc 1:unc Jcntilncnts 
arife like\vife fr0111 otller llrn ibr p~fIJges; 
as, when the Evangclifi i1yics the togos 
MO!lOfoJ~; or 071(v begotttn, it appL~l1'S Ii-om 
the 'jeruja!tlJjJ TtuguJJl (in.\vhich the If''ord 
of Jebovl1h calls hirnielf '1'n' S) that the 
Je'U)s Wert; nct nnacquai'l1ted \Nith this E

pithet as apFlied to l'uch a Pcrfon. 
The lllufirations 'which the TargUllH 

afford us of the SJ.cred W ritiugs in rnany 
in fiances reprefcnt to us the Scn[e of the 
()riginal elegantly and perfpicnouiJy. Pc:r
haps, for [otne rea[ons, the Cboldt'C P~ra
phrafes n1ay be allow' d a l)rcced~ncc even 
to the Greek V crfions; finee not only their 

8 1.1. ibid. 

E Au tho ... 
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Authority in the efieem of the ,'jtws (as has 
been obferved) renders the Arguments, 
dra wn from them in defence of Cbrijlia
nity, moreoeonclufive with regard to thofe 
Oppo{ers of it; but)~they like\vife fupply 
us with truly pious and orthodox Inter
pretations of many Paifages relating to the 
MejJiah 9, '''vindicate them frOD?. the per-, 
verfe confiru,:tions and n1ifapplications of 
fOlne Raboins and others who have fol
low'd thetn, and exprefsly affert the Di
vinity, of the J'viejjiah 10. They afford us 
a1fo nunlcrous and very relnarkable noti
ces of an'd attcfiatl0ns to the DoCtrine of 
the ever-blefTcd Trinity IJ; Thefe are ad
vantages not ic) apparent in the Gree,f 

• Verfions. Thefe Paraphrafes (efpecially 
• as [orne of thenl were \VTote before the . 

thne of our BlefTed Saviour 1\ when, 'tis 
generally ackno\v1cdged, the I-Iebrew Text 
was free from the fiJfpicion of being cor:" 
rupted) may be farther of ufe to us in 

• 

9 1d. ibid. c. 7, 9. 10 !d. ibid. c. 6. 
II ld. ibid. c. 5. 
11 Onkelos (who[e P.1raphra[e on the Pentateuch) and 

]oJtatl'an Bm Uzid (whore Par:-\phrafe on the Proph€ts are 
1ill1 extant) Rourifh'd about forty years befe.e ChriJl. 

lkt,t'riJJ' de Ling. Oriellt. Prtt'Jl. p. 20. 

confir'11 ing 
<r' 
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confirming the genuine reading and puri .. 
ty of the Hebre7P Text; not that we are 
abfolutely to judge of and determine the 
Reading of the Original from' thefe or a
ny .other Verfions, ~ut) ,,'e may efieem 
them as very material evidences in atteft
ing the true and genuine Reading of the 
Text,. anti thereby vindicating it fronl the 
miftaken gloffes of other ~rranfiations and 
Interpreters 13.. I {hall mention but one 
nlore particular in which thefe Paraphra~ 
fes olay be highly ferviceable to u.; and 
that. is, the Infight they give us into the 
Meaning of [ctne paffages of Scripture, 
,vhich a peculiar conil:ruCtion or form of 
exprciEon, or fome words which occur 
perhaps but once or rarely, have render
ed obfcure 14. 

The Concifenefs, and withal, Perfpi .. 
cuity of Style, which are peculiar to the 
Arabick Language, and enable the Ar(l

. bian to eXflfC[S that in few words, which, 
,in other Languages, requires tedious Pe
iriphrafes; thofe Beauties in this ~anguage 

., The Reader will find many ;nilances to OUf prefent 
purpofe in the treatifc of Belvieu; before cited, c. 8 . 

. '4 rid. Nth'ie. iVi.d. c. 10. 

E 2 which 
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which cannot be preferved in aTranfla~ 
tion '; the Elegance with .which the WOrds 
are ranged, and the Sweetnef~ "vith ,:vhich 

• they flow ;nd reflect: the Senfe undifiurb
ed and clear; even tl;e accurate and f:t.gni .. 
ficative Proportion of their Letters to each 
other, by which they heighten or lo~er 
the Thought; the great care Arabick a~~ 
thors have taken to exclude whatever may 
(eern unharn1oniou~~ to a delicate ear, can
not but. recomn1end this Language to the 
Orator 15. \ If we adrnire the Italian Lan
guage for \its Frequency of Vowels, \ve 
ought [urely to pay the fan1e regard to 
the Arabick, which) in words genuintly 
Arabick, never fuffers two Confonants to 
concur, but ahvays intcrpo[es a "owe1, 
or) at leafi, [often s that harfllnefs of found, 
which the concurrence of t\VO Confo
nants often occafions) oy [ueh means as 
the L::nguage is capable of without ob
[curing the Sen[e. ') 

OJ ./ 

15 Sec the learned Dr. Pocockt"s Oration 111 praj[c of 
the Arahick, £I·om which many of thefe obfervatiOl.~ rda
tin& to that Language are borrow'd" 
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The Copioufnefs of,this Language 'is 

a.nother recommendation of it 16; for J 

though what is now left us be on'ly 
)"t~r ,:,.. y.; a l£ttle out of a grea~ deal, yet 
even thefe venerable· ruins furprize the 
Reader with the greateft Variety ~f Syno
nylTIOUS Words, infornuch, that one of 
their Lexi"cographers has enulnerated a
bove Twelve Millions of Words obfolete 
and in ufe. But, fhat we rna y not ima
gine, that this Cop£a renders the Lan
guage Verhofe, it may be proper .ta ob
ferve, that the Arahick is well fupply'd 
with Words fa full and com prehenfi ve as, 
fingly, to expre(s entire Sentences. Thus 
~~l,; lignifies a Woman fo very fond of 
her Hutband as to look on or [peak to 
no one befides him; ~Al-!) imports the Pc ... 
riod of 1--in1e, within which, if the Huf
band does not return , the ~fe is. at li
b~rty to marry another 17. 

~ Among other fiudies, the Arabiol1s a p
plIed themfelves to Genealogies and Hi
~ory; they were likewife eminent in Me .. 

,6 r. Cajlel/i Oral. de Ling . .Arah. r. 11. 

'7 Cajtel/. i/;iJ. p. I I. I z. where the Reader will find 
many inftances to this purpofe. 

dicine 
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dicine, but they direCted their fiudies prin
.cipally to the Knowledge and Purity of 
their own Language.) The better to cul
tivate thii)' they labclur'd to excel in PO'":l 

ems and Differtations. The fl1rmer were 
their Enc),cloptedite and PandeCts of Wif
dam, and to their Poets they w"ere care
ful to pay very fingular and dii1.inguiiliing 
Honours. Their Acquifitions in all the 
branches of Pbilofopby ,,,ere truly valua
ble. For, after they were [ome\vhat re~ 
CO'VCi'q frOITl that general devafiation 
which Moha1Jlnud's Conquefis brought 
upon them, encouraged by the Honours 
which AlJnamon (the fcventh Chalif of 
the farnily of the Abbt!fidcl!) paid to Learn
jog ]8, the Arts. and Sciences flouri111'd [0 

quickly and generally among then1, that 
thofe Regions, \vhich before ,vere con
delnn'd and..flighted as rude and barba
rous, no\v becan1e the Mart of Literary 
Cornmerce, and an Acquaintance with 
that Language, \vhich had been in ufe 
.onlyamong the Natives, now became a 
part of Politene[s neceiTary to .difringuiili 

is r. Le Gallois, 'Trait. drs BibliotbffjUCS, p. 145. 

fuch 
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tuch 'as would appear ,above the V'ulgat. 
Whatever Grtece afforded, worthy to ad
orn their Soil and Clima te, they tranf
planted, and improved by [u~h Difcove
ries as the Indufiry ·of Men, not inferi
our to the Greeks themfelves in Genius 
and Affiduity, could make. We cannot 
therefore .but believe, t ha t, ,vere the Re
mains of thefe indefatigable Writers [uf

fer'd to appear, they would lay open rna .. 
ny noble treafures of ufeful Knowledge, 
and (as fame have dared to prolnile thS! 
world) would recover feveral valuable 
Fragtnents to the \vorks of the nlofi emi
nent Writers of Greece and Roml! 19. 

It h~s been obferved by the great Sa-
1Jille (in his con1mendations of the indu .. 
firy of the Eajlerns in promotil1g the 
ftudy of Medicine and the Mathematicks) 

19 The learned Dr. Cafr/! :!fi~;c:; us, that the Aratjimtf 
and S'f'rians are Fo«e[~'J of [orne v,,' orb of Plato, A'Vlo
tIe, Li·v)', Galen~ (::;"(. and even of rome \V ritings of the 
Chriflian Fathers, which the EUI optails ~rc utterly J.iran
gers to, ubi fllpra, p. r4. and we lear~ fi-om the Sicur Lt: 
Gallois, that there are in a Library at Fez all the Books 

of Li'V..y, with thofe of Pappus of Alexandria, a great Ma~ 
thematician, thofe of Hippo(rates, (;"len, and many other 
c~lebrated Autho~'s" wheJe Writings never caml'.! compleat 
to us. '[rait. drs Bib/jot I.'. p. 1.!-6. 

that 



· . , 
that the Praxis of the Arabians i~ allow'd 
,by all infinitely to exceed that of the an
cient Greeks; and it is the opinion of the 
very learn~d Bainbridge, that there is 
fcarce the leafl: particu lar in the Syfiems 
of the Aftronomers of his time \vhich did 
not appear before in the obfervations n1ade 
by the Learned in the Eafi. II} il10rt, to 
~he Eajlerns we o\ve Coole of the moft 
noble difcoveries in Philofophy, and much 
greater advantages might we reap from 
their labours, did not our ignorance de
prive f us of them. We defpife the A
rabian Philofopher, becaufe not better 
kno\vn to us, and becaufe fpeaking to us 
,by Interpreters. We charge the Inofi: ele
gant Authors with the Barbarifms of their 
Tranflators, and, having puddled only in 
fOlne dirty channels, fuperciliouDy con_ 
clude the Fount:1in to be aln10fi choak'd 
with n1ud and fi1.th) and by this Ineans 
perl{aps deprive Learning of its 1110re Poure 
and limpid fireams. l1appy would it be, 
could we read Aljaralius, ./1~!i(c1':iz[l and 
ArzJcnpace in the Language in ",-hich they 
\vr9te; we might then be dee!n'd not in-

competent 



[" ~13 "] 
competent Judges of the 'Leaming of t:h~ 
Arabians. 

I partiCU];lrize thefe, frorn among rna ... 
ny others, becaufe perhaps fomtthing more 
known to us than ot11ers. AlJarahius was 
efteem'd {caree inferior to Arijlotle him ... 
felf, and was juftly admired for that beau
ty and pa-fpieuity of ftyle with which he 
lays open the Arcana of Philofophy. Of 
this we have a remarkable teilimony in 
an experiment made by Avicenno, who, 
after he had read over Ari}lotle's Meta
phyfics forty tilnes, and had de[pair'd of 
fathoming the genuine fenfe of them, up
Gn firft looking into AlJarabius's expli
cation, gain'd a full and difiinB: compre., 
henfion of Truths and Principles [0 in ... 
veloped and refined, and expre[s'd his ex
ultation on that occafion (as it were by 
another Pythagorean hecatomb) by mak
ing largeffes to the poor. 

The mafterly £kill and knowledge of 
tbe Arabians .in the art of Healing 20 may, 
in forne meafure, appear from hence; 
that they introduced ~hymiftry into Phy-

20 Y. Le Clerc Hift. de fa ft1edicinet p. 77 t , & fig •. 

F 1ick, 
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fick ~I) ~nd {everal fimple Medicines which 
the t;;reeks do not mention, fnch, .among 
others, are feveral Cathartics, as Manna, 
Senna, C1f!ia, &c. which are more' a
greeable than thofe "made ufe of by the 
Greeks 1.2; that. they treat of the Small
Pox and other Diftempers ,.vhich the 
Greeks are filent about 23; tha~ fome of 
the U10fi: eminent Phyficians have bor
row'd their Prefcriptions from Ara~ick 
Writers; and I 24 have been affured by 
men of experience and veracity, that our 
beft Medicines Antidotes Plaifters and rhe 
like are aIrnoft the very {arne with tho1e 
we n1cet with in Avicenna, a Phyfician 
whofe Reputation and Authority· among 
the Ajricans and Ajiatics infinitely exceed 
thofe of Galen and Hippocrates among 
the Greeks or any other Europeans 1.5. 

21 :Mil-il.:ard's Trallian. Rc~·i·vik p. 121. r. Lt Cltrc . , 
uU fuploa, p. 774· 

11 It would take up too much room to mention here 
feveral other excellent Medicines for which we are indebt· 
ed to the Arabians. See Le Clerc, ubi fupro J p. i7~, 77z. 

~3 Le Clc1'c, ibid. p. 776, 7i7· 
.li Cajiell, tlhi /upf'a, p. 16. 
:loS ld. ibid. p. 16. rid. L! Clerc, ubi /ipra, p. 779. 

GO fit[. 
The 
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',The admited excell~ncies of this Au': 

thor wjll, I hope, excufe my enlargi~g a 
little'on his Charad:er. H~ was, not only 
an . elegant Poet and an accul'ate Gram
marian, but alfo, (as· characterized by the 
learned 'rho. Greaves) fcarce inferior to 
the Stagyrite in Philofophy, equal to the 
greateft Mafters of Oratory in Eloquence, 
and unfortunate only in undergoing the 
common fate of the heft Authors and 
fuffering from his Interpreters 2£= 

AtzJenpace, to whofe fignal attaill·ments 
in Philofophical Knowledge Maimonides 
has endeavour'd to db jufiice, was as ex
cellent a Poet as a Philofopher. 

A~,erraes, tho' regarded fometimes in 
the Schools as a fecond Ariflot Ie, I pafs 
over, becaufe his reputation was not e
qual to that of the Triumvirate above
mention'd (Aifarabius AviceJ1'Jl0 and A
'i}enpace.) 
( To the Arahianr we owe the invention 
6f Alge/;ra, the expeditious method we 

~6 rid. OeNdi Introd. ad Li1"g. Orim!. C. I:Z. The 
very learned Dr. CaJlell has entc::r'd into a detail of fevc
ral errors and <>bfcurities, which fume, who have taken 
upon them to f·xplain .4vicenno, hay~ run into; ubi .lupl·a. 
p. 16~ & jff]. See alfc.l Le Clerc, "bi fupm, p. 77 8. 

F 2 no,v 
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now ufc in our ·C~lculationsJ aBd~ Rot 
only that admirable perfea:ion to which 
Arit!metick is .brought, but, .. even ~he 

ufe and .dikovery of Fig~res 1.7, )w~i~h 
they receIved from the I ndt ans :&S e/') 
(' The Arabian Annals and Hi1tories,' 
~ich are very numerous, are wrote with 
fingular Art, their remarkable Occurreu .. 
ces Laws and Cufioms are defcribed in 
an 'elegant Style, and their military At ... 
chievements related almoft with the fame 
Spirit ~nd Energy w'ith which they were 
perform'd. Were we converfant in their 
Hiftories, we iliould no longer dream of 
Mohammed's pendulous Tomb, or expoi"e 
ourfelves to the ridicule of his Followers 
by charging them with imaginary Errors 
infiead of refuting r.eal ones. As to Theo
logical Poin'ts, if it be incumbent on 
Chriftian Divines to know and confute 
the i1l1pious Dotlrines of Mohammed, it 
is no le[s nece1Tary for them to be ac. 
quainted \vith his Language, without 

"'1 The Word Ciphe,. is a proof of this, it being plain~ 

Iy ~rived from the A1'ahirk .)i~. 1 

28 Pid. Not. in Anl1npl1. PNJam de Siglis Arab. & Perf. 
.-!,I rr:t1:~1Jl. a Gra"Jio edit. p.:z. 

",hich ' 
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. w hicQ their endeavoliC-s 'ow,~rdt: thoie ~d.:, 
will be ineffeCtual. . 
(The Art{oick Language is very aatrient •. 

ana, we are a1fured by AOen $zra Milt"-
1/lon£des Kimchi and other 'of the moll: 
eminent Rabbins, that~ the knowledge of 
it is very expedient in order to our I»,
co~ing ,!cquainted. with the. flebrew.'J.9., 
from hence we may deduce t~ Etymo. 
logy of (everal Names which oc~ur in the 
Holy Scrip~~res, in deriving of which, 
fome, thro' their ignqrance of the Ara~ 
hick, have render'd theolfelves obnoxious 
to the jufi c~nlure oflf the Critick. And, 
as the Hebrew and Arabick have many 
Roots in comtnon betwixt them, we mull: 
often have recourfe to the Arahick for the 
better explaining of thO[0' Hebre'C£) Words. 
whofe lignification is doubtful 30 and be
come obfcure thro' the miitakes of Tran ... 
flators. '} Thus, that paffage HAB. iii. 17. 
(according to our Verfion and many a
thers) Alth(/ the Fig-Tree jhall not hloj-

.29 Nicholfon. Differtat. Philolag. p. 10. 

30 ]7. C/. Hayne Prdfat. in ])ijferlal. de Ling. CogtIai. 
liP. Crenii A.nll/efla, ~. 1.0' Oc/ad!' Illfrod. ad Ling. O. 
rint. C. 10. 

fain 
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fom-'(which contradiCts the obftrvatians 
of the Naturalifis in Palejline and all 
.A.jia,'; who affure us~ that the Fig-Tree 
does not blWTom) is more truly expre[s'd 
in the 'Arabick, AllbtJ' the Fig-':free fhal! 
not produce fruit. Thus again, It is fore
told of the MeJ!iah, N U~1. xxi,,_ 17. (ac
cording to feveral Verfions) that he fhould 
dfjlroy all the children of Seth, that is, 
all Mankind, a CharaCter inconfifient with 
the gracious ends of that Divine Perron 
who Ctl1ne, not to deflroy men's lives, but,. 
to jaVe them; but the Arabick, after th~ 
Chaldee and Syriaci, will clear up this 
difficulty by rendering the Word "~'P' 
And He jhall reign over, rnftead of He 
flall dejJroy, agreeably to the Univerfality 
of that Government over the Sons of 
Men, fo clearly afcribed by the Prophets 
to the MtjJ£ab Jl. 

" There are likewife In3ny ufeful obfer
vations, and [orne Ceremonies Inention"d 
in the Bible 31

.) which lnay be beft ex-

.3 1 The curiou::> Reader may fee more inftances to this 
purpofe in the learned Ca/icll's Oration before - cited, 

P·z"f..:j". - . 
32. That rfext of the Prophet Ez(,fiC/, (XX!. 2 i.; "fhl! 

plain~d 
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plain'd by tIle Arabick Books 31. 

Another advantage flowing from a 
knowledge of this Language is, that it 
admits us to a more intimate atquaintance 
with fome of the -heft Rabbins, who 
wrote in this Language H. Mailltonides 
penn'd all his compofitions (except his 
;-tpiM ,,) in Arabick. The Author of 
Cozri, .J1bu Zachariah, R. JofePb, a Dif
ciple of Mailnonides, Auhhado· zz,unan 
Abu' / Baracat, R. 'fanchum, R. Abra-

king 0/ Babylon jlaod at tbe parting of tbe wo..y - t{} lift 
divinat'io71: he madt his Arrows hrigb!, &c. affords an 
infiance to our prefent purpofe; for, in order to explain 
the fuperftitious Rite here mention'd. we may learn frolD. 
the great Pococke (Not. in Specim. Hifl· Arab. P.327. 
328, 329-) Thac the Arabiafts, when they had any very 
momentous bufincfs to deliberate OB and tranfaCl, confulted 
certain Arrows; three of whjch were fhut up ill :l\'efi'eI,_ 
one infcribcd '-5.)) ~.J'~' My' Lord hath c~mmaftded me, 

another with .'c;j) •. i.SjLe~ J.lfy Lord hath flr.biddm me, 

and the third w·~s Wlthout any I nrcription. Upon draw
ing thefe~ if the Arrow which bore the Commanding In~ 
fcription came out, interpreting this as a Divine DireCtion 
fo to do, they Proceeded; if that with the Prohibiting 
Infcription,. they Defifted; and, if the blank: Arrow ap
pear'd, they put it in again, and drew 'till one of the 
others came out. rid. Be'Veridg. de Lil1g. Orieltl. PY'4jl. 
p. 32 , 33· 

3J Du Pin, CO?!. q( O. and N. rejJ. B. i. c, 8. § 3, 

H Y. P~ .. ()d~. Drat. a'" Lint· Arab. p. Ii. 

balJl 
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ham Ben Dior, and many' others, who, 
for the moft part, were men of greater 
Learning than .the Weftern Rabbins, con. 
v~'d their- labours to the we-rId in this 
Language 3( 

The Tranflations, which both yews 
and Chrifliolls have made of the Holy 
Scriptures into this Language, are by no 
means to be overlook'd. The Verfion of 
the Pentateuch, printed by Erpenius at 
Leyden in 1622, demands our notice, as 
the a\lthor of it has exaCtly follow'd the 
Hebrew Text 36, word for word; except, 

• 
that in fome pal1ages he has alter'd the 
Phrafe, when the Scripture attributes ce!
tain things to God, vvhich, literally ta
ken, belong only to Creatures; in lieu' of 
which, he makes u[e of fuch expreffions 
as he judges more fuitable to the Divine 
Majefiy: As for infiance, whereas he 

, 1bould have tranflated this pa1fage, EXOD. 

xxix. 45, 46. I will dwell among the chil
.. aren of Ifrael; he fays thus, I will make 

3f Oddeii Inrrod. ad Ling. Orienl. c. 10. 

36 Erpen. Dedicaf. p. 6, 7. Prrrfat. p. I. huic eiit. 
preefix. Du Pin, uhi fupra. DiJftrt. Critique fur 'MYi'll 
EXOD. vi. l· par'Soucie!, P·44-1-. 

, my 
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;nyG/ory to 'dwell ampng th~ chi/Jf-tIl. oJ 
Ifrae1 37• . 

The Arahifms, with, which the Book 
of J ()b abounds, cannot but .recomIne~d 
this Language to tht! ftudy of tho(e who 
would enter into the fublime and affect
ing !trains of that Divine Compofition 33• ' 

(The u-fefulnefs of the Petj'an, as well 
aMrabt'an Language may, in forne mea
fure, appear from the knowledge both 
Perjians and Arabians had of Aftronomy; 
Hillory, Chronology, and Geography. 
The Epochce of that learned Prince Ulug 
Beig are of great importance for correCt ... 
ing a vaft number of errors in our books 
of Chronology 39,) efpecially in the man ... 
ner thofe Epochcl are publi£h'd 40 by that 
indefatigable Scholar Mt. Greaves, who 
has reduced them to the Julian Period 
and the vulgar Dionyjian /Era of ChrijJ, 
and added a Praxis of the Tables. 

J7 Dze Pin, ubi !upra. 
)8 The' t'x<:dknt ure which the learned Scbul/lns hu 

made of the i'rabick, in his Commentary on the Book ot 
Job, fufficjently confirms this arg!lI}.1cnt. 

39 Bircb's Life of Greaves, p. 35 . 
.,0 In ~QrlrJ, L(),it/. 1650' 

As 
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As a f pecinlen of their Geographical 

Learning, I beg leave to refer the Reader 
to the Tables of Abulfeda +1; which, if 
the encomi1Jms of RaJnl~jius:t the ufe 
made of them by Cciflaldlts, and the re
gard with which Ortelz'us fpeaks of them, 
Inay have any weight, jufily merit that 
EfieelR which they have poffef&:d among 
the Learned. The excellent ErjJcnius la
Inented, that the world \vas fo long de
prived of thein, and intended to have 
publi14'd them, but, prevented by death" 
left the execution of this defign to the 
great Scbickard; who, in his crarick Per-
jieus, has enrich'd the Republick of Let .. 
ters with many noble Difcoveries, unknown 
even to the European Literati, and for 
which he was wholly indebted to the 
Geographical Tables of Abuljeda 42. 

41 rid. Qckleii In/rod. ad Ling. Orient. c. 10. 

4~ The comrlctlon of this Vlork [eems to have been 
rcferved for the rcc111iar Accuracy Indufhy awl Learning 
of l\1r. Gagnier, who klS, not only prep~red thf' Geogra
phy of A!Ju'j Frda for the Prefs, but, made fome progrc[s 
in the Printing theJ l'uf; and 'tis much to be wi{h 'c, that 
he was encouraged and enabled to proceed in an Underta~ 
king fo laborious ~nd .expenfivc, and which, in all proba~ 
l.iility, would bl! of vefy great Service· to the Publick. 

~his 



[ 43:']' 
This Canon, or ReClificatio 'Ierrarum, 

of Abu!feda was finiili'd about the yea~ 
13 2 I, and appears to be 'com piled frolll 
the principal Arabian Writers=, particular .. 
ly AI Birunius, wham Greaves rcprefents 
as a 'very great l\1.afier of the Mathen1a
ticks 43. N or did the Arabialls \vant o
ther excelJent Geographers; the works of 
Ebn Haukal, Ai Edrlfi, Ebn Chordada
bah, Yacutus al llama'7.u(fus, not to re
cite a Inultitude of other Authors, arn 
!tanding nlonurnents of their great l"110\V

ledge in this rleliglltful branch of Learn
ing. And here I beg leave again to lnen
tion that eminent Prince U/ttg Be!~r;, whofe 
Geugraphical Table, as publifh'd by the 
excellent Grearrves, difcovers that Prince's 
knowledge of Geography, as his Aftrono
Inical Tables do his great accuracy in 
Afironomy. 

The fingular diligence and exaCtne[s, 
with which N q!Jir Eddin cultivated and 
proll1otcd the ftudy of Geornetry and A"'I 
fironomy, have placed hiln upon a level 
with, or, perhaps, 'render'd him fuperior 

<43 Sec Grta've/~ Preface to Cb()raJmicr & Mll<'iuaralJJab
r¢ De/erit!;/) e.~ 1aou/i: Ab1dfldce, & c. Lond. 1650' 

C 2 tOJ 
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to, the moR: celebrated Ma:thematicians 
of Antiquity. We are inform'd by Abul 
Pharajius;, that he was converfant in, and 
a great lnafler of,. all the Sciences; that 
he invited to him mftny of the beft Ma
thematicians, in order to their joining in 
luaking Obfervations on the Heavenly Bo ... 
dies; and that the Colleges in the territo .. 
ries of the 1\1oguI were put under his di
reCtion; that he wrote lnany Treatifes in 
Logick, Natural, Philo{ophy, 1\1etaphy
l1cks, ppon the Theory of the Planets;, in 
Geometry and Afironolny, and that he 
was author of a Treatife in the Pe1jtdl1 
Tongue, highly comn1ended, upon !vIo
ral Philofophy 44. The 'rabula 1Iecha12i
cce, which ",·ere compiled under his dire
ction, are a proof of the great perfection 
to which Afrronomy was brought in the 
Eall:. The lights which this ~~uthor has 
afforded alfo to Geography render him 
truly valuable; the very ob[cure accounts, 
which S trabo) Ptolemy, and other Geo
graphers of firft note both among the 
Greeks and Latins, have given us of the 

44 rid. Abu;l Plarajii Rift. D,;'f!ajl. p. 548, 549. cd. 
f~C~(k. ' 
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more remote parts of Aja, have' bec!n 
much clear'd by and received great im
proven1ents froln this Author; and, in 
fine, 'tis to hi~ indefatigable ,indufiry, ei
ther in Travelling- himfelf over, or in 
ExtraCting "nith the utmoft care and eXlf 

aCtnefs from the Writings of the Indians 
and Ara/Jions accounts of, thofe TraCts 
of Land, which were, in a manner, if 
not abfolutely, :terra i1ZC()gl1it tt to the 
Ancients, that we are hjghly indebted for 
our knowledge of then1. 

The acquaintance the Arabians had 
with Afironomy appears from thofe ·A ... 
firollolnical Terms which the f/f7~jlerns 

have borrow'd frorn them, as Ze7zitb, Na
dir, &c. hut much nlore confpicuoufly 
·frol11 the valuable labours of Shah Cboll!i, 

u 

.A/batfani, A(ftrgtln, Gcjla Eblt Luka, 
N aJlir Eddin and Kujhgi (\\1 ho, by the 
way, was the Author of a Treatife ~f 
the Elements of Arithtnetick as well as 
Afironomy.) The great AlpboJljits "vas 
chiefly fndebted to the Jews, ]vIoors, and 
Arabians for thofe excdlent Tables which 
bear his name 45. Mr. Gr[,4 tZ)eS aifures· us, 

4~ rid. Gravii Pra;/at. in ~1jIro1Zom. fua:dam t."C $Pah 
Cho/gi, p. 4, " 

that , 
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that the Comtnentaries o( Mall11ud Shah 
Cholgi alone are fufficient to correct many 
Errors in Afironolny, to refute many A f
fertions in c;hronology too .eafily received 
upon the authority tof 'J rfeph Scaliger, 
and to explain and illufirate a variety 
of things in the Arabian writers, efpeci
ally the Mathenlaticians 4G• I cj,ln't con .. 
elude this head '\vithout endeavouring to 
do juHice to the CharZlttcr of AI Mllmolf, 
which de[erves a place mnong thofe of the 
greatcft Princes. I-lis Learning and l'vlu
nificen~e to learned Men merit applaufe .. 
It was this Prince vvha invited Men of 
I~ettcrs from all parts, and who, IJaving 
fearch'd aut and difcover'd fOlne of the 
moil: valuable books in the Greek Libra
l-ies, and caufing theln to be tranfiated in
tp Arabick, in a.1bort tinlC brought Learn
ing and ufeful kno\vlcdge to the highefi 
pitch among the Arab/ails; ~lnd 'tis to 

his Patronage we o\ve the Prefervation, a
nlong tbe Arabialls, of many relTI:1ins of 
the ancient. Grecian Sages, whkh the 
Greeks themfelvcs confefs and lalucnt the 
want of. 

-4'; fit(. Grew _ ibM_ p. 6. 
It 



'. 

[ 47 ] 
It muft be own'd, that the lors of thore 

many valuable Records, which, before tile 
rife of Mohammed, were in the poifeffion 
of the Chrijlian Arabs, is much to be re
g retted by the Chr~/liaJl Scholar; but, 
left we ihould imagine, that the ravages 
of the Saracens and c{urks have altoge
ther defi!'oy'd thefe 1 rC3 furcs of Learn
ing, we are told by EijJcrzius, upon the 
relation of very credible eyc-\vitneifes, that 
there is at }~ez one Library 'iVhich con~ 
tains above thirty t\VO thoufan<i Vo
lumes 47; ~ve nre affured by Mr. TbofJ/as 
Greaves, that the Arabians arc fiill fur
nifil'd with many Libraries fo plcntiful1y 
flo red with Books, as ·to fatiate (if I may 
be allow'rl to borro\v 'Tully's Phrafe) the 
InoH: greedy IlelJuo LibrorUJJ7, and to iI
lllfiratc the fecrets of Philofophy and e ... 
very branch of Learninz 48• 

47 Lr Gallois Trait. drs RiMiotl,. p. I ~ 6. 
48 Fid. rb. Grea'Vt'r; Orat. de Lh.;g. Arah. [Ili/itatt, &e. 

p. 14· I beg le~l\'e alfo here to ~ddrefs the Re(1ucr in the 
words of Dr. PococJ:c to the like c{T."'c[t, .)'/(,,1 Arabihus itl 

, , 
om1]i Literarum gmere, ga;..;tV 1!oildum ,cellliF, 'it/tbus eru-
tnit's manum admo·vcre, quo mi7l,: r illfra jl udiorum /uoru11t 

grwvifatem ex iJlimC5 ,lial,s, ul1ifJ!le fcre gfiltillm, 1/nbiliffi
mos rvil'O! & {GllJilio G' fXl'mplo prtCmntt'!. PrtrJat. Spe
dm. ]fUl. Arae,. p. 9· rid. Lr Clrrc, Eli/? dt la lfJ(d;~ 

In 
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In 'fine, whatever parts of the' fyftem 

of Learning our genius leads us to, w he
ther Divine or Human Literature engages 
our attentidn and fiudy, we £hall .find 

• 
the Arabick Language highly conducive 
to our acquifitions therein. 

To thofe, who make the H:>ly Scrip
tures thelr frudy, it will be a ''[ufficient 
recommendation of the S),riack Language 
to urge the Antiquity of the S)'riack Ver ... 
fion of the Old and New Tefiament:, 
which'is generally agreed to have been 
made jn the time of '1haddceus the Apo
Rle, and bears evident charaaerif1:icks of 
Antiquity. . The Verfion of the New 
Teftament is as ancient as the firft Age 
of the Chriflian Church, and i~ afiign'd 
to the A pofl:les themfe1ves, or, at· leaft, 
to Apofiolical Men their Difciple's. The 
Style of it is truly elegant, and it is ob
fervable, that in the ancient and genuine 
Edition of it, publiili)d by 117idmalljla
dius, the fecond Epifile of St. Peter, the 
fecond and third E piftles of St. J obn, the 
Epifile of St. Jude, the Apoca/ypje, and 
the Accufation of the Adultrefs, (which 
laft particular is omitted likewife by 

S. €bry-
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s. ChryjOjlom, 'fINophyJaCl, and N0ffnus,) 
are wanting. Thefe parts of ' the Sacred 
Writings not having been, at the time 
,vhen this T~anl1ation was mape, .admit
ted by the pub lick cOPlfent of the Church 
into the Canon of Script~re. Ho\vever, 
when tho{e Portions of I-Ioly Writ were' 
fo admitted, they alfo \vere tranl1ated into 
the Syriack Language. ,To this argu
ment we may add, that the S)'rl~ck was 
the Language in ,,,hich our Ble1Ted Savi
our converfed ~ that the S)'riacijins and e
ven Syriack Words, which ,occur ih the 
New Teftament, teem to make the know..; 
ledge of this Language neceffary to thofo 
that wou1d clearly underfiand the true 
import of [uch W'ords and Phrafes 49. 

The expediency of an acquaintance 
with the Syriack, in order to the attain
ing a perfea knowledge of the Hebrew, 
is no {mall inducement to otlr' applyi~g' 
ourfelves to 'he fiudy of it. And [0 re ... 
ma~kable is the ConneCtion and Affinity' 
bet\veen • thefe 1\yO Languages, or rather 
Dialetfrs, that thole great and excellent-

II· Inter-
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Interpreters of the Holy Scripture, the 
LXX. Symmachus, 'Theodott"on, and Aqui
la, made the Idiom of the Syriack, as it 
were, their compa(s to fleer by in their 
Tranfiations of ambiguous and difficult 
paffages in the Hebrew 50. 

The argument u[ed in -favour of the 
Syriack Language, viz. the Al1tiquity of 
the ~)riack Verfion of the Old Tefta
ment, will hold a ,fortiori with regard to 
the Samaritan. For the Chaldee-S{zma
rt'toll. Verfion of this part of Scripture 
(according to the learned Walton) ~"as 

made before the Commencement of the 
ChrijHall .!Era. As to the Salnaritc:n 
Pentateuch, there arc very plaufible rea
fOllS to {hew, that it is not later than that 
of Ejaras; . nalncly, the improbability, 
that the Samaritans fhonld make profef
:Mon of the La\\' of Mq(e.r [0 long without 
having the Pentateuch; that the Cutheans 
(who calne fi·oln Perjz'a and Affiria, 
\\rhere they rather made u1e of th~ Chaldee 
CharaCters) {benld have taken the Canaa
nitijh Characters, if they bad not had the 

)':l 'Ft!lJtri M~/aJ], Stlcr. 1. m~ c. 20. 

Law 
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Law written in thefe CharaCters. Haa 
they received. the Sacred Books after the 
time of EJdras, in the time of .ManaJJes, 
they would not only have had. the Penta
teuch, but alfe all tbe reft comprized in 
the Canon of the Sacred Books written 
by EJdras; but the ancient Somaritans 
neither ha.d nor acknowledged any other 
to be Sacred but the Pentateuch. It [eeins 
then probable, that the Samaritans had 
their Pentateuch before E:/aras tnade up 
his Canon; and, that the Satna,:'itan Pen ... 
tateuch which we have is the fame· with 
that which the Sa111aritans had formerly, 
feerns fufficiently evide~t frorn o1any paf .... 
[ages of the Ancients I. 

In {hort, thefe ancient Verfions are of 
the greatefl: ufe. both to prefcrve anu cor
roborate the original Text. They were 
publifh'd before Herefy and Irnpiety were 
grown fa barefaced in th~ Ch urch of 
God, before fa many various Readings 
had crept into the Sacred Text, and be .. 
fore the 'Idiom and Propriety of the He .... 

See this pojnt largely dircUr5\~ by the learned l\1onr. 
Du Pin, in hi~ lliJlory 0/ the Canon of the Old and .. ~\.,re'w 

'ref/ament, 8. i. c. 5· § 2, 3· 
1-1 2 bre-w 
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brew Tongue were become ftrange and 
uncouth to the Tranflators ~ 

The lEthiopick Language "rill be of 
ufe to us :11 interpreting S(ripture, as it 
affords us the Etyn1010gies and proper 
Significatio~s of feveral llebrcw and Ara
hick words, V\T~1ich \V~ {ho~~ld be other
wife at a 10('<; to difcover. 1: lX::1fS a very 
near affinity to the Artl[;,·,·,~) is confined 
to almofl: the [arne rules of Grammar, 
and, in particular, the formation of the 
Conjq.gations in both Languages js in a 
mariner th~ [alne~ The lEtbiojJt'ck 1S ufe
ful, not only in leading us to a know
I~dge of theWritings and Hiftory of the 
fIabeJlines, but aIfo, in illufirating' the 0 ... 

ther EojIcrn Languages; thus the word 
A'J .. ~ (Angelus) is· not der.ived from the 
Arobick ~ (PojJedit, Dom£l1otus eJl) but 
from the LEthiopick /\(\'o (M~ft, LfgOl'uit.) 
So like'\vife an Apq/lle, or Pcrjon co!nmiJ:" 

,/ion'd or .lent, is in the Alcoran term'·d 
f=":)'~~ the root of which \vord is not to 
pe met \vith in the Arabick Lexicons, but 
i$ derived from the IEthiopick rhQ)( (Iv,~'t) 

! rid. B~veridg. de Li,'!_ Or~cl1t. prt1'jI. 1" ~ J, & (. 

!ncdfif) 



[ 53 ] 
I1J.ccjJit) he wtnt, which is the proper bu~ 
:linefs of an Apoftle or Perfon fent, and 
implies the execution of his commiffion 3. 

So likewife as to the Hebrew, ",'bile fonle . ~ 

Authors have derived· the name of Ada11t 
train the Hebrew c,~ \vhich fignifies to 
redden, and have contented thcmielves 

with that. infipid E~Ytl'Jon, on a fllppofi
tion that the firfl: Man "vas fonn'd out of 
Red Earth, the /Ethioju'ck l,P.~ (which 
fignifies bcautijitl) fupplys us with a rea
fon for affigning this name to that noble 

" . 
Creature who came fo perfect and beau-
tiful out of the hands of his ()mnipotent 
and Allwife Creator 4. 

• • 
It has been already obferved, that the 

WifQom of the Egyptians was fuch and 
.fo generally adnlired, as to Jr~1'.v the moH: 
eminent Philofophers of Antiquity into 
Eg)'Pt for In1provelnent and lnfiruCtion, 
and their reputation in this re[pect \vas fo 
great in the titne of lIerodotus, as to ill-

3 O{klei;~ Imrod. ad Li1!g. Orift,l. c. J 3. Lu.1o!f Com. 
menlo itt H~/l . ./E'tbio/l. p. 207. The Reader is rcferr\l for 
fome further fpecimens to this purpofe to the learned Lu.
dolfus, Com",. in H~fl. _Etbiop. p. 20Z. 0" j:q. 

i rid. Ludo!f. Hifl . .l$tbiop. 1. i. c. 15. & C01J!'nelll. 

duce 



[ '·4 ] 
uuce him to £lyle them ,Co~J1'p,7<J' tiJl9~ .. 
W'f.IW 5.. The Coptic being the mofi: an. 
cient Language except the Hebrew~, we 
may reafol),ably expeCt to find fome r~
mains, at leafi, of thefe r-rreafures of 
Wifdom, by purfuing them in their pr~ 
per channel, the Egyptian or Copticll Lan ... 
guage; for, as a great part of: the My ... 
th<?logy and Theology of the Greeks was 
derived from the Egyptians, fo, it was 
convey'd in the terms and expreffions of 
the E~'ptiqns. 

The AE1~ct'Va of the ancient Egyptian 
Language (which the learned Reland has 
colleCled and Dr. TVilkil1S has expat~ated 
.on and explain'd with fingular Accuracy 
and Learning 7) are a fufficient f~)ecimen 

of the ufeful illufirations, which may be 
drawn from this Language, to the explain
ing and confirming the more obfcure and 
myfterious paffages. of Plutarch, Macro
hilts, and other Greek and Latin "VV'riters; 
and 'tis to be \vilh'd, that this indefatigable 
Philologer (Dr. fYilkinsj would gratify the 
World with his 'l'reatiJe of the AH~"P~ 

. 
S H;illdtlJ, Differt. de Ling. Copt. p. 80. 

,,6 Id. ibid. p. 78. 7 Ibid. p. 94, & f't]. 



r 5~r ] 
tif the a,n&ient Egyptian Language as ex
plaining the Greek Antiquities, which 
would doubtlefsly farther cV,idence the ad. 
vantages of a knowledge of the Coptic on 
this account 8. 

Lafily, the lights, which this Language 
affords to the Hebrew Letters and Anti. 
quities 9, tlnd the Age of the Coptic Ver
fion of the New Tefiament, (which, in 
this point, takes places of all the Verfions 
but the Syriack 10) ought to be frill greater 
recommendations of it to us, 

As to the Armenian Language, it may, 
in forne degree, recommend it to us of 
this Nation to obferve, ,with the learn
ed Bernat'd, that our -Mother - Tongue 
flows, in a great Ineafu re'S from it It. 

The antiquity of it is very cunfidera
hIe n, and the Language is render'd more 
valuable by the Hifiorical R.emains pre
ferved in it, thro' the care and labour of 

fl V. La Croxe, Dijfert. Philol. de rvar. Lhlg. p. 135:t J 36. 
9 F". Bo'!pur, § xix. & ji:q. Ex.?rcit. iJ1 I1JomJtJlCnta Copt. 

flu A]g~yPt. Bibliotb. F"atieatlt'c. La CroZJ', ubijulra. 

10· Wilkin;, Pro/fgam. in No-v. 'lift. Copt. p. z. 'I.-idl . . 
€tlam p. 5. . 

11 Oekleii Introd. ad Ling. Orient. ('. I~. 

1.1 r. Schroderi DiJ!erfflt. dt Antiq. &c. Ling. /1nn'11. 
f.. i. , J, f.;-:,.. 
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Ma)fts Chorenenfis, a Writer of the fourth 
Century. This author made confiderable 
colleCtions from the Chaldaan and Grte
,ian Archives 13, but form'd, his Hiilory 
principally out of the Memoirs of Mari ... 
bas Cotina, who was contemporary \vith 
ArJt!ces 1 4,' al1d~ by his pern1iffion, had 
accefs to the R.oval Archives ol~ his Em-.. 
pire. By 111cans of this advantage, he 
di[cover'd a 'lolulne of Riflor)}, beginning 
very e~rly, and tranflated out of Cbaldee 
into (jreek by the con1mand of Alt'x'all~ 
der. From this he extracted a Hiilory of 
the Armenian Nation, which his Prince, 
lfra/affices, preferved as a moil: valuable 
treafure, and order'd fome parts of it to 
be engraven on Pillars. I aln the more 
particular in tracing, up the Antiquity and 
Authority of this lIifiory on account of a 
relnarkable Tefiimony it affords us to the 
truth of the Mcjaic account of the Con ... 
fufion of Languages. 1'he pailage is pre
fcrved en tire by ,l'vi~vfts Cborl'llcr!/is in the 
\vords of M.aribas, and informs l 11S, that 
there was a race of Giants, \vho conceived 

13 LI. ibid. • '4 This Prince 1ired about two hundred 
•. rrd fifty yeaJs before C 11 lU '; T, 

. and 
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and attempted an impious and a,rrogatft 
defign of building a Tower, and that, 
while they were employ'd in this under
taking, a terrible VVind, fent by the an
ger of the GaGs, diiflpated the fuperb E
difice; and convey'd to the feveral Build ... 
ers a new and unheard of Speech, from 
Whence the defign ended in Tumult and 
Confufiol1 15. 

The ArlllClZian Language, tho' fOlue
what. harlh in the Pronunci~tion, is not 
without ~ts Elegancies) venerable for the 
antiquity of their phrafeology) and to be 
efieem'd 'for their energy of dlaion. It 
is enrich'd \vith fimple words epithets and 
fynonymous terms as well as derivatives 
and compounds. The copioufncfs of it 
renders Tranflations frotn otht:r languages 
into it ea[y; but it [eems peculiarly adap
ted, in this refpect, to the Greek by the 
fingular analogy ,;vhich appears bet\veen 
the two Languages 16 0 

A's the Haican or Ar',neni an nation em
braced the (~hrifiian Faith verytearly, their 
Verfion of the Holy Scriptures is an-

.~ Pid. Srhroder. 7tbi Jupra, S 9. J j. 
16 1 J -r' J ..." • &. 

.111.1"111. C.111. J 9- c. IV. J 7. 

1 cient, 
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Clcnt J7, and their Hillory of the Church, 
(efpeciaHy of the Eajlern divifion of it) 
of Councils, Canons, and Herefies, jufily 
to be regard<;d. ' 

Their Civil Hiftory fuffi,ciently repre
rents to us the mofi remarkable occur
rences in their State, and the Government 
and Politv of it IS; and their in{1£':ht into 

~ u 

Philofophy, Geography 19, Aftronolny and 
Natural Hifiory) will furniih us \vith a 
great deal of ufeful infiruCtion in thefe 
brancqes of kno\vledge ~O. 

Lafily, the Arlnenian Language is far~ 

ther fervice~ble in difcovering to us the 
true original and ilnport of forne Scripture 
words 2J:, and giving us a clear and juft 
notion of feveral terms \vhich occur in 
Greek and Latin Authors 22. 

It is obferved by the very learned Be
'Veridge, that 'tis irnpoffible to arrive at a 
perfeCt knowledge of the Hebrew without 
being, in fOlne meafure, acquainted with 
, . 
~he other Eajiern Languages 23. But, that 

• .' 
~, !d. ibid. c. iv. § 2, )' 7. tS id. ibid. § ~. 
19 Id. ihid. , 10. Differt. de RehuJ Armel1. p. 145, & fifJ. 
fO ld. de -I'111t;Q' &c. Ling. Armen. c. iv. § 2. 

"', Id. ibid. § 3. 11 Id. ihid. § +. 
~3 De Ling. Oriel1l. P'·4'jI. p. 18, 29. 

we 
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we may not be difcourageaby a profpMt 
~p appearance fo extenfive, and imagine 
we are entering on a boundlef! field of 
fpeculation and ftudy, the fattle great wri
ter aff'ijres ll~, That thefe ~anguages are 
furprizingly eafy, tHat, after \ve have maqe 
ourfelves mafiers of the Hebrew) v/hich is 
the eafiefl of all, a little indufiry and ap
plication will render the others familiar 
to. US; and con£1nns this ubfervation by 
his own experiepce 24. 

Nor indeed have \\'C any room to doubt 
of this, when ,"e confider, that tbe moft 
ancient Languages of the Eajlern People, 
Hebrews, Chaldcealls, Arabs, S),rians and 
Ph{X12iciqns or Canaanites, are nothing al
nloft but the DialeCts of the fame Lan-

, ' 

guage 7..5? . and, confequently mutually fa .. 
cilitate and illuftrate each other. 

I have already mentioned the treafure 
of Learning \vhich is fl:ill preferved in 
the Libraries of the Eafr, and which can
not but incite the Curiofity of the Scho,.. 
lar; l1ut, leafi the diftance of thefe repo.,.· 

:t4 Ihid~ p. 34. :ts Dr! Pin's HijI. of the CanDn if ,h, 
Old and New :Tefl. h. i. c. 4. ~ I. Fulleri Mifcell. Sacr. 

~. ~~ c. ~o. Lu4tlf. Comment. in ffijl· £tbioJ. P· 203· 

fitories 
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iitorie:: fuould difcotlrage our' ?urfuits) it 
may be proper to intimate'I:.(P,t our own 
Country is well flared wit~::1ftiiftt'rJl 'Ma~ 
nufcripts; :1l'd I cannot ;.v~1i?~:~t\. concern 
obferve, that the excellent :~sttr~Ion. of 
theIn, which is one chief Ibrb:ttl11ent of 
the Bodleian Libi'ary, has laid too long 
neglected and too nluch buried to the 
learned World. I confefs, the retrieving 
thefe Vo1umes froln moulrt'rlP7 into ob-

.A' .' livion has been no fnlall i~l:'l~(ement to 
the attfempting this EfTay, .' ,.~d) if it fuc
ceeds fo far as to incline any: \fembet 

, . . , 
of that venerable Scat of Learnji~;::.'whid\ 
enjoys this moft valil;1 ble Li~' a.rj ?~t6 '.i!t;,·~, 
ploy his Thought~ to tl:i,\ :(~~~, 1 ihal~l 
have the vanity to think I h: r(f':':llle fo.l~ 

t ,(" . "'. 

S<'~fvice to the H.('publi(:k 01 :~·6.(to .i'so " 

F1NIS~ 


