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OF THE

LIFE, WRITINGS, AND CORRESPONDENCE

OF

SIR WILLIAM JONES.

TTHE origin of the family of Sir Williaim Jovks on the maternal
side, has been traced, by the industry of Lewis Morris, a learned
British antiquary, to the ancient Princes and Chieftains of North
Wales. With whatever delight, however, the Cambrian genealogist

. ght pursue the line of his ancestry, a barren catalogue of uncoath
names would furnish no entertainment to the reader. 1 sli”all only
‘anscribe from the list a single and remarkable name in one of the

t bl?.teral branches, that of William o Dregaian, who died in on«
T .u”usand five hundred and eighty one, at the advanced age of one
,hundred and five years ; with the note annexed to it, that by thrco
ives he had thirty-six children, seven more by two concubines,

* oot issue, during his life, were living in the parish

"\in Anglesey. A

But I insert, without apology for the anticipation, a letter ad-
dressed by Mr. Morris to the father of Sir William Jones, g>an
B "iijteresting
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interesting memorial of ai*a()cient cu”~m which is daMy tu
disuse, and a pleasing s[Vciik™ii Or the mind and talents;
writer.

To WILLIAM JONES, EsQuiRf-
r° x “fanuary 1, 174f
Sir, \

It was a custom among the Ancient Briton™\ i
retained in Anglesey) for the most knowing among them in
descent of families, to send their friends of the same stock <
family, a dydd calan lonawr a culennig, a present of their pedigree
which was in order, I presume, to keep up a friendship among rek
tixins, which these people preserved surprisingly, and do to this da
among the meanest of them, to the sixth and seventh degree.

Some writers take notice that the Gauls also were noted for th
affection and regard for their own people, though ever so distant!
related. These things, to be sure, are trifles: but all other things i
the world are trifles too.

I take men’s bodies in the same sense as | take vegetable
Yo\mg trees propagated by seed or grafts, from a good old tre
certainly owe some regard to their primitive”tock, provided tre(
could act and think ; and as for my part, the very thought of thoi
brave people, who struggled so long with a superior power for thJ
liberty, inspires me with such an idea of them, that | «Iniost adol
their memories. Therefore, to keep up that old I™iudable custon
1 herewith send you a catcnnig of the same kind as that above met
tioned ; which 1 desire 3ou will accept of. n

I . .ereason to knpw, it is founded on good aw™ .xty; forL
my father and mpther were related to your mother, and came froi



stockf mentioned in .the inclosed; which is the reason I am
6Srflell i~cqudinted with your”~rvt'ri“vs .descent; and on the same
aocr* till further engair}% an utter stranger to your father's

As yourfChje”oung when you left the country, it cannot be sup-
pos£'<I™>"N*/~u could know much of these things. | have had too
- there ; 1 wish I had not; for I might have applied it to

bci (er use than I have. If this gives you any pleasure, 1 shall he
glad of it; if not, commit it to the flames: and belie/e me to be,
with truth and sincerity, &c.

Lewis Morris.

Leaving the genealogical splendour of the family of Sir William
Jones to the contemplation of the antiquary, it may be remarked
with pleasure, that its latest descendants have a claim to reputa-
tion, founded upon the honourable and unambiguous testimony of
personal merit. His father was the celebrated philosopher and
mathematician Wb so eminently distinguished himself in the
cpmmencement of the last century: and a short, but more accurate
.stetch of his life than has hitherto appeared, which I am enabled
t”~ give from the authority of his son, may be acceptable to the
lovers of scieiice.

i IMr. William Jones was born in the year 1080, in Anglesey; his
parents were yeomen, or little fanners, on that isHand ; and he there
‘received the beSt education which they were able to afford : but the
<industrious exertion of vigorous intellectual powers, supplied the
aefects of inadequate instruction, and laid the foundation of his
>'uture faui'- -and fortune. From his earliest years, Mr. Jones fdi's-
/=covered a pi™™nsity to mathematical studies, and, having cultivated
Them with assiduity, he began his career in life, by teaching ma-
thematics
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theniatics on-board a rnaii of war; ami in this situatron he attra\
the notice, and obtained,fhq’ fKiooOship, of Lord Ansoi™. « is.
twenty-second year, Mr. Jones published a Treatise on tIT *‘H of
Navigation ; which was received with great approbation.
present at the capture of Vigo, in 1702; and, IjC"ig ~ined
comrades in quest of pillage, he eagerly fixed upot”™. “Vjokseller's
shop as the object of his depredation; but finding in rtk 4 "«<ary
treasures, which were the sole plunder that he coveted, heraii, n
himself with a pair of scissars, which he frequently exhibited tVms
friends as a trophy of his military success, rtlating the anecdotc
by which he gained it. He returned with the fleet to England, anc
~pimediately afterwards established himself as a teacher of matbe
matics, in London; where, at the age of twenty-six, he publishet
his Synopsis palmariorum Mutheseos; a decisive proof of his earl,
and consummate proficiency in his favourite science.

The private character of Mr. Jones was respectable, his manne)
were agreeable and inviting; and these qualities not only contribute
to enlarge the circle of his friends, whom his established reputatio
for science had attracted, but also to secure their attachmei
to him. ?.

N e

Amongst others who honoured him witlt their esteem, | a
authorized to mention the great and virtuous Lord Hardwiclj
Mr. Jones attended him as a companion on the circuit when he*
chiefjustice; and this nobleman, when he afterwards held the gre v
seal, availed himself of the opportunity to testify Kis regard for tl
merit and character of his friend, by conferring upon him tI™ .
office ,of secretary for the peace. He was also introduced to ti
Midship of Lord Parker (afterwards president™” the RoyX
Society), which terminated only with his death #~ d, amongi
other distingaished characters in the annals of science an

literatun
<
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I'(.Iiterature, the names of Sir lIsaac Newton, Hailey, Mead, and
~S/iiuel Joiinson, may be enumerated as the intimate’ friends of
Mr. By Sir Isaac Newton, he was treated with particular
/ ind confidence, and prepared, with his assent,, the very
edHiow”' small tracts on the higher mathematics, in a

mode which;»2 ~'N 7 en approbation, and increased the esteem,
of tiw>"M"* "\ or him.
pfl
ATter the retirement of Lord Macclesfield to Sherborne Castle,
I' Mr. Jones resided with his lordship as a member of his family, and
= instructed him in the sciences. In this situation, he had the misfor-
tune to lose the greatest part of his property, the accumulation, of
industry and economy, by the failure of a banker : but the friencf-
ship of Lord Macclesfield diminished the weight of the loss, by pro-
curing for him a sinecure place of considerable emolument.
The same nobleman, who was then Teller of the Exchequer, made
him an offer of a more lucrative situation ; but he declined the
acceptance of it, as it would have imposed on him the obligation
of more official attendance, tlian was agreeable to his temper, or
compatible with his attachment to scientific pursuits.

In this retreat, he became acquainted with Miss Mary Nix, the
youngest daughter oS George Nix, a cabinet-maker in London,

\ ,who, although of low extraction, had raised himself to eminence in
~js profession, and, from the honest and pleasant frankness of his
conversation, was admitted to the tables of the great, and to the
V* intimacy of Lord Macclesfield. The acquaintance of Mr. Jones
-~jth Miss Nix, terminated in marriage; and, from this union,
'vjlrangthree children, the last of whom, the late Sir William Jones,
i"as born in XiOndon, on the eve of the festival of Saint Michael,' in

\ theyear a few days after his birth was baptized by the

: Christian name of his father. The first son, George, died in his
infancy;



infancy, and the second child, a daughter, Mary, who was born
in 1736, married Mr. llainsford, a merchant retired from busiitess]
in opulent circumstances. This lady perished miserab during

the year. 1802, in consequence of an accident from ht thes
catching fire. (
\
NIr. Jones survived the birth of his son Wilham bii vears ;
he was attacked with a disorder, which the sagacity of id,

who attended him with the anxiety of an affectionate friend, imme-
diately discovered to be a j)oly[)us in the heart, and wholly incurable.
This alarming secret was communicated to Mrs. Jones, who, from
a\i affectionate but mistaken motive, could never be induccd to
mscover it to her husband; and, on one occasion, displayed a
remarkable instance of self-command and address in the conccal-
ment of it.

A well-meaning fiiend, who knew his dangerous situation, had
written to him a long letter of condolence, replete with philosophic
axioms on the brevity of life; Mrs. Jones, wlip opened the letter,
discovered the purport of it at a glance, and, being desired by he®
husband to read it, composed in the moment another lecture s« ©
clearly and rapidly, that he had no suspicion of the deception ; ang
this she did in a style so cheerful and entertaining, that it greatlji
exhilarated him. He died soon after, in July 1749» leaving behind
him a great reputation and moderate property. - iy if. i

The history of men ef letters is too often a mdlancholy detail (
human misery, exhibiting the unavailing struggles of genius i
learning against penury, and life consumed in fruitless expectati™® *’
of j>atroiiage and reward. We contemplate with satisfaction tl v
reverse of this picture in the history of Mr. Jones, "we trace hii
in his progress from obscurity to distinction, and in his participatio
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'm - ] -
of the friendship and bencficence of the first characlcrs of the times.
Nor is it less gi'ateful to remark that the attachment of liis professed
fricn "\~ not expire with his life; after a proper interval, they
yisi*' 7 LA widow, and vied in their offers of service to her; amongst

to was particularly obhged, I mention with re-

spect, author of a Treatise on tlie Improved Microscope,

important assistance, in arranging the collection

lossils, and other curiosities, left by her deceased husband,

and in disposing of them to the best advantage. The library of

Mr. Jones, by a bequest in his will, became the property of Lord
Macclesfield.

The compilers of the Biographical Dictionary, in their account'of

Mr. Jones, have asserted, that he had completed a mathematical
work of the first importance, and had sent the first sheet of it to

the press, when the indisposition, which terminated in his death,
obliged him to discontinue the impression; that, a few days before

= his demise, he entrusted the manuscript, fairly transcribed by an
amanuensis, to. the care of Lord Macclesfield, who promised to
publish it, as well for the honour of the author, as for the benefit of
/the family, to whom the property of the work belonged. The JEarl
I urvived hisfriend many years; but The Introduction to the Mathematics
(the alleged title of tlie work) was forgotten, and, after his death,

~ e the manuscript was not to be found. Ttiere is no evidence in the
i Ainemoranda left by Sir William Jones, to confirm or disprove these
Nassertions.  Such of the mathematical works of Mr. Jones as have
been published, &e much admired for neatness, brevity, and

accuracy *.
The

m.
* In Hutton’s Philosophical Dictionary, we have the following enumeration of tlic

works of Mr. Jones:—
A New Compendium of the whole Artof Navigation, small 8vo, 170"

- i .. Synopsis
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The care of the education of William now devolved upon his-
mother, wbo] in many respects,” was eminently qualified for the task.

Synopsis palmariorum Matbescos; or a new Introduction td*"BTM#heinatics, 6.
. taining the principles of arithmetic and geometry, demonstrat«PIQ” «hort and easy
method; 8vo. 1706. -

In ilie Philosophical Transactions ;—

A Compendious Disposition of Equations for exhibiting the Relations of , -al

Lines.

A Tract of Logarithms.

Account of a Person killed by Lightning in Tottenham-courtChapel, and its Efiectson
the Building.

~Nopertiesof Conic Sections, deduced by a compendious method.

He was also the editor of some mathematical works of Sir Isaac Newton, under the
title of “ Analysis, per quantitatum series, fluxiones, ac differentias: cum enumeratione
linearum tertii ordinis.”

In the library of Triiiity-college, Cambridge, some letters from Mr.Jones to Mr. Cotes,
who was at that time engaged in giving lectures at the collcge, are preserved. They
do notcontam any material information : but having, with the permission of the college,
obtained copies of them, by the polite assistance of Mr. Brown, | annex them to this
note, together with one from Mr. Cotes to Mr. Jones.

Letter from Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotes. /

Sir; London, September \7th, 1711. jf
The paper concerning Sir Isaac Newton’s method of interpolation, whicW
you have been pleased to send me, being done so very neat, that it will be an injury to
the curious in these things to be kept any longer without it; therefore must desire that *
you would grant me leave to publish it in the Philosophical Transactions. You*may be « |
assured that I do not move this to you without Sir lIsaac's approbation, who I find is nof \
less willing to have it done. The new edition of the Principia Js what we wait for with
great impatience, though at the same time | believe the book will be far more valuable
than if it had been done in a hurry, since | find the interruptions are necessary, and suciw
as will render itcomplete. We have nothing considerable in hand here at present, only' *
Mr. Demoir”'s Treatise on Chances, which makes a whole transaction. He is very fond
ofit, and we may expect it well done. Mr. llaphson has printed off*ur or five sheets
of his history of Fluxions, but being shewed Sir Isaac Newton's (who it seems would
rather have them write against hmi, than have a piece done in that manner in his favour) m
lie got a stop put to it, for some lime at least. Dr. Hailey has almost finished the printing'
eof i
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Tier character, as delineated by h{ic>husband with soo\ewHat of

Mathematical precision, is this: * that she was virtuous without
nS * -

blemish.

iifthe Gieenwi”~OIS ' jtions, which will be a work of good use, especially as it is now

Irced fioni th~dS~iFwas loncled witii. Sir, 1Imvejone thing which f would trouble you

yth fu#i(j(i~"WI~hat is, to let me know what letftures, or other papersof Sir Isiitie

Tcevtffypc™Nirtu” in your LTJi%ersity unpublished. This may be done ut your leisure. It
luld Bt'B great satisfaction to me, if I could be £Ilny way serviceable to you here at
indon ; and should readily embrace any opportiwiit”® to approve and express myself,
hai | am exceedingly obliged to be, ! v

‘1 Your piost affectionate friend.

And faithful servant,

W illiam Jones.
From the Same to the Same.
. 9ir, A | London, Oct. 25, 1711.
n *\, The favour of your account of Sir lIsaac’'s papers left at Cambridge, |

yviVi'aTyhcarty thanks for ; and, as you have some fuviher considerations about

Do 'ttine of Pifferences, | am assured that they cannot but be valuable; and if a

* igw ira.ances ot'“ihe application were given, perhapswould not be amiss. Having
- rufrit'.'ine . L eic for a.canvenient opportunity, | Was, |j/liged to send you at last More-
ju’s ix>o0k by th™McaV/ier, tliougli it will only satisfy you thtit Dr. Gregory had but a *ery

rlender nf.rton"6f il'ij<!esij-n, extent, and use of lib. 3d Of the Principia. | hope it will
®Jliot be long before v*A'And Icisure'to send me what you have further fone on this curious
1 n uiade against the publishing of them, ~nce with respect to
A'Aputation, XUafe si no way to your disadvantage. | have nothijig of ne\vn
send yoi'i only . (fctid Prench btive in a violent iJ«nner attacked the
jihilosophy of AN Trom the Sjl,teem resplved to stand by Des Cartes. Mr. Keil,
isapcreonct NijndeV.JN-n toNlefewd npd answer some things, ns Dr. Friend

ind Dr. Mead do .n r" sjrdjiyj li'ie lost. | wouldl have sent you the whole controversy,

N « Vas | not™utc that yta®inoWrfAJSMi'on!j are most capable of objecting againat his writings,
hat “east uncierstaittil them.4', licwever, in a little time, you will see some of them

n the Philosophi**misaction.".w” ' «
i lad;Sir, A
"~AnNel'y much your friend and servwit,
n William Jo»E».
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blemish, generous without extravaj®ance, frugal but not nig-
“ gartl, cheerful but not giddy, close but. not sullen,-ingenious
“ but

Answer to tlie foregoing, by
P ear Sin,

I have received Morctori's book. | thank you f<M”e favour you did
tiie iu sending it. 1 have looked over what relates to his way of ihteifIA"*'~* I fyd
so cause from theuce to make any alteration. The controversy concerC”"
philosophy is a piece of news tliat | had not heard of. | think that philosopnj-ieeds no
defence, especially when attacked by Cartesians. One Mr. Green, a fellow of Clare-
Hall, seems to have nearly the”~me design with those German and French objectants,
whom you mention. His book is now in our press, and almost finished® am told; he
will add an Appendix, iu which he undertakes also to square the circle. | need not
commend his performance any further to you.

1lam. Sir, your obliged friend,
And humble servant,

R. C.
r
. Trom Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotes. ' S I*
Dear Sir, London, Jp 11 1711-ILX ~

1 have sent you here enclosed the copy of a letter, that I fouifuA.
among Mr. Collins’s papers, fwm Sir Isaac Newton to one Mr." Smith. The”~Soutents ~
thereof seem in a great measur”jy”~ave relation to what you are £%bout, aa 'being ~iie ajj-
jiligation of the Doctrine of Differences to the making of tabl&d; and f<¥ that reason” -

thought it might be of use to you, so far os to see what has been**dolfe alJfcd™-. | shewejr*

this to Sir Isaac : remembers that he applied it to all sortsT*ables. | have m~\ t
papers of Mr. Mercator’s, and others, upon this subject; thoucjy'” mnone symiaterj \

to your purpose «s this. | should be very glad to see what tnfAnbjei
all published, and 1 must confess, that unless you /ime,,if wgre '

better to put them into the Philosophical Transactioi™ f approbation, "e<'~jently preserf”®,

them from being lost, which is the common fate of'slijiir~n” at the same

time, to save the trouble and ex”~'nse of printing them, ~ince too curious to

expect any profit from it; and besides now, as the Royal ~cict™Iftiving done themielves®
the honour of clioosing you a member, something frotn yoii cannot but be. acceptable to '
them. Sir Isaac liimself expects these things of you, tllat | formerly Wntioned to him
as your promise.
- I fim, Sir, your much obliged frioti™*- and humble servant,
W ittiam JoNEs™
- From
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but not conceited,, of spirit but not passionate, of Kcr corn-
pany cautious,/ her friendship trusty, to her parents dutiful,

il [}
t yoni Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotbs.
London, Feh. 6th, 1712-13.

. The Royal Society having ordered one of (heir boohs for you, and
another &viJI(j)(»"*~nclerson, also one for I'rinily-CollegP iibrnry, and one for the Univer-
sity lil!Mar'i“c-W)uld not lose the opportunity of paying you my respects, by sending
tilem. I'need not tell you the occasion and design of that coileciion. You will see
readily, that it affords such light conc'erning what it rehites to, as could not easily have
been discovered any other way; it also shews, that your great predecessor, whose illus-
trious example | do'nt doubt but you follow, never employed his time about tfiings
ordinary. | have no mathematical intelligence to send you. Mr. Keii thinks he ha*
discovered a very easy and practical solution of the Keplerean problem. If Moreton’s
book is of no use to you, please to send it to me, though | fear it will yield me but small
assistance, having occasion for variety of modern solstitial meridian altitudes of the Sun,
such as may be depended upon. Helvetius, Flamstead, and ihe French observations,
seem defective. | should be glad to be informed wiiere | can be supplied best. | am
extre'mely pleased to find that Sir Isaac’s book is so near being finished; and it is not less

~ agreeable to me to hear, tliat your own book is in such forwardness. You are much in
*the light of it to print your lectures and other papers, in a book by itself: it is better than

(5 have them lie up and down among other things. W 'f, 1 formerly proposed as to the
Juttimg of things in the Philosophical Transactions, is C/My tit for a sheet or two, but not®

csi‘cjding that. very much long to see those valuable pieces, and hope you will let me
\ in what time | may expect them.— Do me the justice to believe, that 1 am, with
sincerity,
- Your most humble servant,
. W illiam JoNEsA®
( 5
« , From the Same to the Samb.

SiH, London, yfpril 2gth, 1713.

Ever since | received your very kind letter, and Moreton’s book, |

" waited for an opportunity of sending you some old manuscripts | had by me, and at last

am obliged to ven,ture them by the carrier. They relate, in some measure, to the igethod

of DifTerences; tUe folio one, | find, was written by one Nath. Torperly, a Shropshire
man, who, when gpung, was amanuensis lo Vieta, but afterwards writ against him..

He was cotcmporary with Briggs. Tlie book, | think, can be of no otlier use to you

\ ~ than in wrhat relates to the history of that method, and iu having the satisfactiou p f seeing
wiluit
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and to*her husband ever faithful, loving, and obedient.” She
hud by nature a strong understanding, wliich was improvpd by his
convei'sation and instruction. Under his tuition she bt, e a
considerable proficient in Algebra, and with a view to qualinj™- 'melf
for the oflice of preceptor to her sister's son, wj~was”estin”™ to a
maritime pi‘ofession, made herself perfect in TriVdnometry, and the
Theory of Navigation. IVIrs. Jones, after the death o”ter husband,
was urgently and repeatedly solicited, by the Countess™™"a”eles-
field, to remain at Sherborne Castle; but having formed a plan

what has been formerly done on that subject. | am mightily pleased to see the end of
tlie Principia, and return you many thanks for the instructive index, thatyou have taken
the pains to add, and hope it will not be long before we shall see the beginning of thnt
noble book. | shall be in some pain till I hear that you have received ray old manu-
script, it being a favourite purely on account of some extravagancies in it; but | shall
riiiuk it safe in your hands
I am, Sir,
Your affectionate friend, and humble servant,

W illiam Jone?.

From tlie Same to the Same. ’
D EAR SiR, N1 London, July ™\th, 1713,
It is impoSiyole to represent to you, with what pleasure | received
*your inestimable present of the Frincipia, and am much concerned to find mys” so
deeply charged with obligations to you, and such 1 fear as all my future endeavour*>~I|
never be able to requite. This edition is indeed exceedingly beautiful, and intersJJm”™i
with great variety of admirable discoveries so very natural to its great author ; but it
more so from the additional advantage of your excellent preface, which | wish much
published in some of the foreign journals; and since a better account ftf this boak cijifiot
be given, | suppose it will not be difficult to get it dohe. Now, this great task bei*)g, *
done, | hope you wiJl think of publishing your papers, and not let such valuable piec™*
lie by. As to what you mentioned in your last, concerning my old manuscripts, though .
for my part | know of nothing worth your notice publicly in them, but, if you do find *
any,'the end of my sending them is the better answered; and you know that you ]
do as*you please. n
I am, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

W illiam Jones.

for
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for llie education of her sfon, with an unalterable ck'termination )')[0
pursue it, and being apprciienSive that her residence at Shejbome
inig™*~"erferc with the execution of it, she declined accepting the
friR;"™ N nvitation of the Countess, who never ceased to retain-the
uiosV afectioiiate |~<{ard for her.

In the plan adopted by Mrs. Jones for the instruction of hers on,
she proposed to reject the severity of discipline, and to lead his.
mind insensibly to knowledge and exertion, by exciting his curiosity,
and directing it to useful objects. To his incessant importunities
for information on casual topics of conversation, which she watch-
fully stimulated, she constantly replied, read, andyou will know; a
maxim, to the observance of which he always acknowledged him-
self indebted for his future attainments. By this method, his desire to
learn became as eager as her wish to teach; and such was her talent
of instruction, and his facility of retaining it, that in his fourth year
he %es able to read, distinctly and rapidly, any English book. She
particularly attended at the same tiine to the cultivation of his
memory, by making him learn and repeat some of the popular
espeeches in Shakespeare, and the best of”;>ay’s Fables.

I )ff, from the subsequent eminence of Sir William Jones, any
jJiieral conclusion should be eagerly drawn in favour of early tuition,
>fe must not forget to advert to the uncommon talents both of the
p.ipil and thQ teacher,

t

y* In common coses, premature instruction has often been found to
eretard, rather than accelerate, the progress of the intellectual
faculties; and the success of it so much depends upon the judgment
o fthe tutor, and the capacity of the scholar, upon the skill of the
one, as well upon the disposition and powers of the other, that
it is impossible to prescribe a general rule, when instruction ought

to
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to begin, or a*general mode, by which it should be conveyed;
the determination in both cases must be left to the discreUMU of
parents, who ought to be the most competent to decide.

In 'this year of his life, Jones providentially™*scaoed from"two
accidents, one of which had nearly proved fal.w to nis sight, the
other to his life. Being left alone in a room, in attempting to
scrape some soot from tlie chimney, he fell into the fire, and his
clothes were instantly in flames; his cries brought the servants to
his assistance, and he was preserved with some difficulty; but his
face, neck, and armsf*vere much burnt. A short tune afterwards,
when his attendants were putting on his clothes, which were impru-
dently fastened with hooks, he struggled, either in play, or in some
childish pet, and a hook was fixed in his right eye. By due care,
under the directions of Dr. Mead, wdiose friendship with his family
continued nnabat”l after his father’s death, the wound was healed ;
but the eye was so much weakened, that the sight of it fver
remained imperfect. ~

His propensity toreaCng, which had begun to display itself, was '

for a time checked by these accidents; but the habit was acquired,
eand after his recovery he indulged it without restraint, by perulftfg
eagerly any books that came in his way, and with an attent
proportioned to his ability to comprehend them. In his fifth year
as he was one morning turning over the leaves of a Biblecin
mothers closet, his attention was forcibly arrested by the sublime
description of the angel in the tenth chapter of tlie Apocalyps”®
and the impression wliich his imagination received from it was’
never effaced. At a period of mature judgment, he considered \he
passage as equal in sublimity to any in the inspired writers, and
far Superior to any that could be produced from mere human
compositions; and he was fond of retracing and mentioning the
rapture
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rapture which he felt, when he first read it. In his sixth year, by
the assistance of a friend, he was initiated in the rudiuK™nts of the
Latin.and hecommitted some passages of it to memory ;
buti:>selements of a new language having nothing to capti-
vate his chil*h aAntion, he made little progress in it; nor was he
encouraged to peilRerance by his mother, who, intending him for
a public education, was unwilling to perplex his mind with the
study of a dead language, before he had acquired a competent

knowledge of his native tongue.

At Michaelmas 1753, in the close of his seventh year, he was
placed at Harrow School, of whicli the worthy and amiable Dr.
Thackeray was then head master. The amusements and occupa-
tions of a school-boy are of little importance to the public ; yet it
cannot be uninteresting, or uninstructive, to trace the progress of a
youth of genius and abilities, from his earliest efforts to that
J)roficiency in universal literature whicli lie afterwards attained.
JJuring the two first years of his residence at Harrow, he was
rather remarked.for diligence and application, than for the supe-
~riority of his talents, or the extent of his acquisitions; and his
/attention was almost equally divided between his books and a little

I"garden, the cultivation and embellishment of which occupied all his

f

Ne

leisure hours. His faculties however necessarily gained strength by
exercise; and during his school vacations, the sedulity of a fond
parent*was wi'thout intermission exerted to improve his knowledge
of his own langaage. She also taught him the rudiments of
drawing, hi which she excelled.

In»his ninth year, he had the misfortune to break his thigh-bone
in a scramble with his school-fellows, and this accident detained
kim from scliowl twelve months. After his relief from pain, how-
ever, tlie period of his confinement was not suffered to pass in

indolence;
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indorlence; his mother was his constant companion, and amused
him daily with the perusal of such English hooks, as she deemed
adapted to his taste and capacity. 'Jhe juvenile poems ' ".Pope,
and Dryden’s Translation of tiie iEneid, afforded him \ ~jessant
delight, aud excited his poetical talents, which themselves
in the composition of verses in imitation of Ik favourite authors.
But his progress in classical learning, during this interval, was al-
together suspended ; for although he might have availed himself of
the proffered instruction of a friend, in whose house he residetl, to
acquire the rudiments of Latin, he was then so unable to compre-
hend its utility, and had so little relish for it, that he was left
unrestrained to pursue his juvenile occupations and amusements,
and the little which he had gained in his two first, years, was nearly
lost in the third.

On his return to school, he was however placed in the same
class which he would have attained, if the progress of his studiei
had not been interrupted. He was of course far behind his fellow- <
labourers of the same standing, who erroneously ascribed his insuf®
ficiency to laziness or dulness, while the master who had raised him
to a situation above his poAvers, required exertions of which he wa™
incapable, and corporal punishment and degradation were applied,
for the non-performance of tasks, which he had never been in- 1
structed to furnish. But in truth he fai’ excelled his school-fellows =
in general, both in diligence and quickness of apprehension; noi»
'vas he of a temper to submit to imputations, wlych he knew to be <
unmerited Punishment failed to produce the intended effect; but
his emulation was roused. He devoted himself incessantly to the
perusal of various elementary treatises, which had never b»en ex-
plained nor even recommended to him; and having thus acquired:
principles, he applied them with such skill and success, thatin a
few months he not only recovered the station from which he had,

been
(
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been degraded, but was at lhe head of his class: his compositions
were correct, his analysis accurate, and 'he uniformly gained every
prize offered for the best exercise. He voluntarily extended his
studies beyond the prescribed limits, and, by solitary labinir, having
acquired a4] Mip«iit knowledge of the rules of prosody, he com-
posed verses in inwration of Ovid ; a task, which liad never been
required from any of the students in the lower school at Harrow.-

The behaviour of the master to Jones, made an impression on
his mind, which he ever remembered with abhorrence. Little doubt
can be entertained, that he might have been stimulated to equal
exertions, if encouragement had been substituted for severity™ and
instruction for disgrace. Th'e accumulation of punishment for his
inability to soar, before he had been taught to fly, (I use his own
expression) might have rendered the feelings callous; and a sense
of the injustice attending the infliction of it, was calculated to
destroy the respect due to magisterial authority, and its influence
over the scholar, Itis a material and perhaps unavoidable defect
in the system of education at public schools, that the necessity of
.regulating instruction by general rules, must often preclude that at-
tention to the tempers and capacities of individuals, by which their
attainments might be essentially promoted,

In his twelfth year, Jones was moved into the upper school. Of
fhe retentive '‘powers of his memory at this period, the following
anecdote is a remarkable instance. His school-fellows proposed to
amuse themselves with the representation of a play; and at his
recommendation they fixed upon the Tempest: as it was not readily
to be I'rocured, he wrote it for them so correctly from rjiemory,
that they acted it with great satisfaction to themselves, smd with
considerable efitertainment to the spectatoi's. Ue performed the

character of Prospero.
D - His
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His diligence increased with his advancement in the school: he
now entered upon the study of the Greek tongue, the characters of
which he had already learned for his amusement. His genius and
assiduity were also displayed in various compositions,'not required
by the discipline of the school. He translated™0o"jJJ™Nish verse
several of the epistles of Ovid, all the pastorals w Virgil, and com-
posed a dramatic piece on the story of Meleager, which he
denominated a tragedy ; and it was acted, during the vacation, by
some of his school-fellows with whom he was most intimate. In
his own play, he performed the part of the hero.

A-copy of this little composition, inaccurately transcribed by a
relation, has been preserved; and to gratify that curiosity which the
mention of it may have excited, | select from it the following
lines:

Atalanta (speaks).

Still Discord raves, Bellona fiercely storms.

Mars calls, and Caledonians exclaim.

Althsa, fraught with ire, forgets her son,

And meditates fierce vengeance in her heart.

At Dian’ssacred shrine a billet lies.

On which depends the life of Meleager.

This, stern Althaea spied,— then fury fir'd

Her furious mind,— she knew the fate’s decree :—«
Thrice did she rave, and thrice repress'd her hand;
At length she threw the billet on the fire.

W hich gently gather'd round its impious prey;

And now io absent flames the hero burns.

Wildly be stares; his glaring eye-balls sink
Beneath their sockets, and omit their light.

His shiver'd hair hangs dangling o’er his face ;
He rends his silken vest, and wrings his hands. mFT”
And groans, possess'd with agonizing pain.

These
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These juvenile eiForts contributed to establish the influence and
reputation of Jones in the school; and-the success with which his
studies had latterly been pursued, left him no reason to regret the
disadvantages under which he had at first laboured. liijs iniprove-
nient in of prosody was truly extraordinary ; he soon
acquired a proncilncy in all the varieties of Roman metre, so that
he was able to scan the trochaic and iambic verses of Terence,
before his companions even suspected that they were any thing but
mere prose. He also learned to taste the elegance of that writer,
and was frequently heard to repeat with particular satisfaction the

rule in the Andria:
Facile onines perferre et pati,

*

Nunquiim prseponent se aliis.
Such was the extent of his attainments, and such his facility
of composition, that for two years he wrote the exercises of many
boys in the two superior classes, who often obtained credit for per-
mformances to"which they had no title, whilst the students in the
same class with himself were Uappy to become his pupils. During
the holidays, his studies were varied, but not relaxed; in these
, intervals, he learned the rudiments of French and arithmetic, and
was particularly gratified with an invitation to attend the meetings
of learned and ingenious men, at the house of that amiable philo-
sopher, Mr. Baker, and his friend, Mr. Pond. As an introductioA to
the knowledge of the subjects discussed in this literary society, by
=the particulai*recommendation of his mother, he read the Spectacle
dc la I™ature : he acknowledged, however, that he was j?iore enter-
tained with the Arabian Tales, and Shakespeare, "whose poems and
Dlays he repeatedly perused with increased delight.
In the usual recreations of his school-fellows at Harrgw, Jones
was rarely a jtertaker; and the hours which they allotted to amuse-

ment, he generally devoted to improvement. Tiic following anec-
dote
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dote strongly indicates the turn of bis mind, and the impression
made by his studies. He' invented a political play, in.which Dr.
Williati) Bennet*, Bishop of Cloync, and the celebrated Dr. Parr,
were his principal associates. They divided th”fields in the neigh-
bourhood of Harrow, according to a map of G- "9 states and
kingdoms; each fixed upon one as his dorainioh, and assumed an
ancient name. Some of their school-fellows consented to be styled
barbarians, who were to invade their territories and attack their
hillocks, which were denominated fortresses. The chiefs vigorously
defended their respective domains against the incursions of the
enemy; and in these imitative wars, the young statesmen held
councils, made vehement harangues, and composed memorials, all
doubtless very boyish, but calculatcd to fill their minds with ideas
of legislation and civil government. In these unusual amusements,
Jones was ever the leader: and he might justly have appropriated

to himself the words of Catullus;

£go gyinnasii flos, ego decus olei.

Dr. Thackeray retired from the superintendance.of the school at
Harrow, when his pupil had attained his fifteenth year. It was a,
singular trait in the character of this good man and respectable

* The Bishop of Cloyne, ia a ktter to the Dean of St. Asaph, dat«d November
mentions Sir William Jones in terms of respect and affection:—" | knew him (lie writes)
from ihe early age of eight or nine, and he was always an uncommon boy. Grer.l
abilities, great particularity of thinking, fondness for writing verses and plays of various*
“ kinds, and a degree of integrity and manly courage, of which | remember many

instances, distinguished him even at that period. | loved him and revered him, and,

though one or two years older than he was, was always instructed by him from my
N

1

earliest age.
" In a word, | can only say of this amiable and wonderful man, that he had more

virtues, aifd less faults, than | ever yet saw in any human being; and that the good-
ness of his head, admirable as itwas, was exceeded by that of his h<fert. 1 have never
“ ceased to admire him from the moment | first saw him; and my esteem for his great
qualities, and regret for his loss, will only end with my life.”

tutor,

1795,
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tutor, that he never applauded the best compositions of his scholars,
from a notion which he had adopted, that praise only tended to
make them vain or idle. But the opinion which he gave of Jones
in private was, that he was a boy of so active a mind, that if he
were left friendless on Salisbury Plain, he would never-
theless find thffroialto fame and riches.

Dr. Thackeray was succe\(/eded by Dr. Sumner; and for his inform
mation of the course of study pursued at Harrow, a plan of the
lectures and exercises in the upper school was accurately delineated
by Jones, at the suggestion of the principal assistant, who presented
it to the new master, with many encomiums on the talents of his
favourite scholar. He annexed to it a collection of hl« compositions,
including his translation of the pastorals of Virgil. Dr. Sumner
quickly distinguished him; and of the two complete years which
he passed under that excellent instructor, it is sufficient to say, that
he employed them in reading and imitating the best ancient
authors; nor did he confine himself merely to the compositions of
Greece and Rome; he learned the Arabic characters, and studied

=the Hebrew language sufficiently to enable him to read some of the
Psalms in the original. His ardour for knowledge was so unlimited,
that he frequently devoted whole nights to study, taking coffee or
tea as an antidote to drowsiness; and his improvement by these
extraordinary exertions was so rapid, that he soon became the prime
‘favourite of Kis master, who with an excusable partiality was heard
to declare, that 5ones knew more Greek than himself, and was a
greater proficient in the idiom of that language. Nor was he less a
favourite with his fellow-students than with his niaster. He acquired
popularity with them, by the frequent holidays that rewarded the
excellence of his compositions. His reputation at the game time
was so exteitsive, that he was often flattered by the enquiries of

strangers, under the title of the Great Scholar.
Of
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Of his juvenile compositions in prose and verse, the early fruits
of rare talents and unbounded industry, some have been printed
in the fragment of a work which he began at school and entitled
Limon¥*, .in imitation of Cicero. During th”~last months of his
residence at Harrow, Dr. Sumner not only c] 5-"""vith his at-
tendance at school, bnt was obliged to interdi»i»™aiVapplication, in
conscquence of a weakness of sight contracted by it. His com-
positions were not however discontinued; and he obtained the
assistance of the younger students to write them from his dictation.
He employed the intervals of suspended duty, which he was
reluctantly compelled to admit, in learning chess, by practising the
games of Philidor.

During the vacations, his application was directed to improve
his knowledge of French and arithmetic, to which he also added
the study of the Italian. Books ho had always at command; for
his mother, who contemplated with delight the progress of her son,
with a wise liberality allowed him unlimited credit on her purse.
But of this indulgence, as he knew that her finances were restricted,
he availed himself no further than to purchase such books as were
essential to his improvement.

I shall here transcribe, without alteration or omission, a letter
which the young student, at the age of fourteen, wrote to his sister,
to console her for the death of a friend.

Dear Sister,
When 1 received your letter, I was very
concerned to hear the death of your friend Mr. Reynolds, which
I consider as a piece of affliction common to us both. AFor although

= Works of Sir V”illiaui Jones, vol. ii. p. 667.
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ujy knowledge of his name or character is of no long date* and
though | never had any personal acquaintance with him, jet (as you
observe) we ought to regret the loss of every honourable man ; and
if 1 had the pleasure of your conversation, | would certainly give
you any coa”Njiaddfe advice that lay in my power, and make it n>y
businesswcmitivA”'ou what a real share I take in your chagrin.
And yet to reason philosophically, I cannot help thinking any grief
upon a person's death very superfluous, and inconsistent with
sense ; for what is the cause of our sorrow ? Is it because we hate
the person deceased ? that were to imply strange contradiction, to
express our joy by the common signs of sorrow. If, on the other
hand, we grieve for one who was dear to us, | should reply that we
should, on the contrary, rejoice at his having left a slate so perilous
and uncertain as life is. The common strainis; “ Tis pity so vir-
“ tuous a man should die —but | assert the contrary ; and when 1
hear the death of a person of merit, | cannot help reflecting, how
happy he must be who now takes the reward of his excellencies,
without the possibility of falling away from them and losing the
virtue which he professed, on whose charaqter death has fixed a
.kind of seal, and placed him out of the reach of vice and infamy!
for death only closes a man’s reputation, and determines it as either
good or bad. On the contrary, in life nothing is certain; whilst*any
one is liable to alteration, we may possibly be forced to retract our
esteem for him, and some time or other he may appear to us, as
*under a diffefent light than what he does at present; for the life
of no man ran be pronounced cither happy or miserable, virtuous
or abandoned, before the conclusion of it. It was upon this re-
flection, that Solon, being asked by Croesus, a monarch of immense
riche”, who was the happiest man ? answered. After your death I
shall be able to determine. Besides, though a man should pursue a
constant and determinate course of virtue, though he were tQ keep

a regular symmetry and uniformity in his actions,-and preserve the
beauty
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beauty of his reputation to the last, yet (while he lives) his very
virtue may incur some evil imputation, and provoke a thousand
murmurs of detraction ; for, believe me, my dear sister, there is no
instance of any virtue, or social excellence, which has not excitcd
the envy of innumerable assailants, whose acri>f icNised barely
by seeing others pleased, and by hearing 4 “mT*iidaWin which
another enjoys. It is not easy in this life for any man to escape
censure ; and infamy requires very little labour to assist its circula-
tion. But there is a kind of sanction in the characters of the dead,
which gives due force and reward to their merits, and defends them
from the suggestions of calumny. But to return to the point; what
reason is there to disturb yourself on this melancholy occasion ? do
but reflect that thousands die every moment of time, that even
Avhile we speak, some unhappy wretch or other is either pining with
hunger, or pinched with poverty, sometimes giving up his life to
the point of the sword, torn with convulsive agonies, and under-
going many miseries which it w'ere superfluous to mention. We
should therefore compare our afHictions with those who are more
miserable, and not with those who are more happy. . 1 am ashamed
to add more, lest | should seem to mistrust your prudence; but
next week, when 1 understand your mind is more composed, I
shall write you word how all things go here. | designed to write*
you this letter in French, but 1 thought 1 could express my
thoughts with more energy, in my own language.

I come now, after a long interval, to mention some more private
circumstances. Pray give my duty to my Mamma, and thank her
for my shirts. They fit, in my opinion, very well; though Biddy
says they are too little in the arms. You may expect a letter* from
me every day in the week till 1 come home; for Mrs..Biscoe has
desircjjj it, and has given me some franks. When yoif see her, you
may tell her that her little boy sends his duty to her, and Mr.

Biscoe
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Biscoe his love to his sister, and desires to be remembered to Miss
Cleever'’he also sends his compliments’to my Mamma and you.
Upon my word | never thought our bleak air would have.so good
an effect upon him” His complexion is now ruddy, which before
was sallo;0FMep?r* A In he is indeed much grown : but | now
speak om M e/ t~MN/tiin in comparison of his learning; and indeed
he takes that with wonderful acuteness; besides, his excessive high
spirits increase mine, and give me comfort, since, after Parnell’s
departure, he is almost the only company | keep. As for news;
the only article | know is, that Mrs. Par is dead and buried. Mr. and
Mrs. Sumner are well : the latter thanks you for bringing the letter
from your old acquaintance, and the former has made me an
elegant present. | am now very much taken up with study; am to
speak Antony’s speech in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar (which play I
will read to you when I come to town), and am this week to make
a declamation. | add no more than the sincere well-wishes of your
faithful friend,
And affectionate brother,

William Jones.

If I am not deceived by my partiality for the memory of* Sir
William Jones, this letter will be perused with interest by the public.
The topics selected for the consolation of his sister, are not indeed
of the most novel nature, nor the best adapted to afford it; and we
fnay smile at tlie gravity of the young moralist, contrasted with the

, «familiarity of the* circumstances detailed in the latter part of the
epistle, which I found no disposition to reject: but the letter, as
it stands, will furnish no contemptible proof of his talents and fhi-
ternal 'affection, and may serve as a standard of comparison to
parents, for estimating the abilities of their own children, *

E [ The
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The period of tuition under Dr. Suumer passed rapidly, to the
mutual satisfaction of the master aud scholar, until Jones had
rcached his seventeenth ypar; when it was determined to remove
him to one of the Universities. This determination was not adopted
without much hesitation ; for it had been stro!| ™ "“"mended to
his mother, by Sergeant Prime, and other pl~cthim, at
the age of sixteen, in the office of some eminent special pleader:
and they supported their recommendation by an observation, equally
flattering to him and tempting to his mother, that his talents,
united with such indefatigable industry, must ensure the most
brilliant success, and consequently the acquisition of wealth and
reputation. It isasingular proof of his curiosity to explore unusual
tracks of learning, that, at this early age, he had perused the
-Abridgement of Coke’s Institutes, by Ireland, with so much attention,
that he frequently amused the legal friends of his mother, by
reasoning with them on old cases, Avhich were supposed to be
confined to the lefarned in the profession. The law, however, at
that time, had little attraction for him ; and he felt no inclination
to renounce his Demosthenes and Cicero for the pleadings in
Westminster-llall. liis disgust to the study of the law had also*
been particularly excited, by the j)erusal of some old and inaccu-
rate abridgement of law-cases in barbarous Latin. This disinclination
on his part, the solicitude of Dr. Sumner, that he should devote
some years to the completion of his studies at the University, and
the objections of his mother, founded on reasons of cconomy, to a
profession which could not be pursued without cofisiderable expense,
fixed her decision against the advice of her legal friends. The
choice of an University was also the occasion of some discussion.
Cambridge was recommended by Dr. Sumner, who had received
his education there ; but Dr. Glasse, who had private pupils at
Harrow, and had always distinguished Jones by the'kindest alten-

tion,
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tion, rccouiinciKlecl OxCord. 1Jis choice was adopted by Mrs.
Jones, who, in compliance with the wishes of her son, had deter-
mined to reside at the University with him, and greatly preferred
the situation of CUIbrd,

he went to the University for the purpose
of being matriculated and entered at College*: but he returned to
Harrow for a few montlis, that he might finish a course of lectures,
whicli he had just begun, and in which he had been highly interested
by the learning, eloguence, taste, and sagacity, of his excellent
instructor. They separated soon after witli mutual regret, and in
the following teim he fixed himself at Oxford.

The name of Jones was long remembered at Harrow, with the
respect due to his superior talents and unrivalled erudition; and
he was frequently quoted by Dr. Sumner, as the ornament of his
school, and as an example for imitation. He had not only distin-
guished himself \jy the extent of his classical attainments, and his
poetical compositions, but by the eloguence of his declamations,

. and the masterly manner in which they were delivered. In the
varied talents which constitute an orator, Dr. Sumner hiiNisclf
eexcelled; and his pupil had equally benefited by his example and
instruction. In tlie behaviour of Jones towards his school-fellows,
he never exhibited that tyranny, which in the larger seminaries of
'learning is sometimes practised by the senior, over the younger stu-
dents. His disposition equally revolted at the exercise or sufferance
of oppression; and he early exhibited a mind, strongly impressed
with those moral distinctions which he ever retained. Of the friend-

* The following is the form of liis admission into University College/cojjied from
own writing:—Ego Gulielmus Jones, filius unicus Gulielmi Jones, Armigeri, de civitate
Lond. Jubens subscribo sub tutamine Magistri Bctls, et Magistri CouJsoo, annos natus
septendecim.

ships

liis
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f
ships which he contracted at schoo), many were afterwards cultivated
with reciprocal affection; and among the friends of his early years,
some still survive, who remember his virtues with delight™ and
deplore his loss.

His friend Parnell, whose departure frormN*Vflédl helt.ih;nts in
the letter to his sister, was the late Sir John Parnell, who held the
office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, in lIreland. His testimony
of the merits, capacity, and proficiency of his friend and fellow-
student, at Harrow, extracted from a memorandum, which he gave
to Lady Jones, will confirm my own account of him:—*“ The early
period of life is not usually marked by extraordinary anecdote:
but small circumstances become interesting, when we can trace in
them the first jmnciples of virtue, and the first symptoms of those
talents which afterwards so eminently distinguished the character
of Sir William Jones. He gave very early proofs of his possessing
very extraordinary abilities. His industry was very great, and his
love of literature was the result of disposition, and not of submis-
sion to control. He excelled principally in his knowledge of
the Greek language. His compositions were distinguished by his
precise application of every word, agreeably to the most strict
classical authority. He imitated the choruses of Sophocles so
successfully, that his writings seemed to be original Greek com-
positions; and he was attentive even in writing the Greek
characters with .great correctness. His time being* employed in
study, prevented his joining in those plays and amusements which
occupied the time of his other school-fellows: but it induced no
otli<r singularity in his manners; they were mild, conciliating,
and cheerful. When | first knew him, about the year 1761» he
amused himself with the study of botany, and in collecting fossils.
In general, the same pursuits which gave employment to his
mature' understanding, were the first objects of his youthful

attention.
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attention. The same disposition formed the most distinguished
features at an early, and at a late period of his life. A decision
of mind, and a strict attachment to virtue, an enthusiastic love of
liberty, an unif()j;w spirit of philanthropy, were the characteristics
“ of his youUMBjfe't™i his manhood: he did no act, he used no
expr("VAHt*~ANANAN not justify these assertions.”

A collection of English poems, composed by Mr. Jones, at
Harrow, Vas presented by him to his friend Parnell, in 1763. The
first and longest of the collection, containing more than three
hundred and thirty lines, is entitled Prolusions* and is a critique
on the various styles of pastoral writers. This was written by Mr.
Jones, at the age of fifteen, and is the original of the poem, which he.
afterwards published under the title of Arcadia*.

The variations between his first attempt and subsequent publica-
tion are very considerable. In his earliest composition, he makes
Menalcas, who represents Theocritus, the father of pastoral poetry,
adopt the language of Chaucer, as the only model he could take
for a specimen of the English Doric. Spenser speaks in his own
dialect, and, as the poet says,

Masks ia the roughest veil the sweetest song;

In the original essay, Mt. Jones gives the prize to Tityrus, or
Virgil: but, in the latter, Theocritus divides the kingdom ofArcadia
between Virgil and Spenser, and assigns to them his two daughters.
Daphne and Hyla, by whom he understands the two sorts of
pastoral poetry; the one elegant and polished, the other simple and;
unadorned, in both which Theocritus excels.

= WorkB, vol. iv. p. 478.

*

Tiie
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'T'he remaiiiing’'poems in the collection, consist of translations and
imitations of Horace, Sophocles, and Theofnitus; Saul and David,
an Ode; and a Satire on the inordinate Love of ~“Novelty.

A manuscript of these poems, in the hai}]™® ~ .itiru”™f \Ir. Jones,
was presented to Lady Jones, by Sir JoliM:Ni<”7
only before his death. | select as aspecimen ot Mr. Jones's poetical
talents, at the age of fourteen, the shortest in the collection, in
imitation of a well known Ode of Horace*, and addressed to his
friend Parnell:—

How quickly fades the vital flow'rt

Alas, my fiieud! each silent hour
Steals unperceiv'd away;

The earlyjoys of blooming youth.

Sweet innocence, and dove-ey’'d truth,
Are destin’d to decay.

Can zeal, drear Pluto’s wrath restrain ?
No; tho’ an hourly victim stain
His hallow’d shrine with blood.
Fate will recal her doom for none;
The sceptred king must leave hi* throne.
To pass the Stygian flood.

In vain, my Parnell, wrapt in ease.
W e shun the tuerchant-marring seas ;
In vain we fly from wars;
In vain we shun th’ autumnal blast;
(The slow Cocytus must be pass'd ;)
How needless are our cares! -

Our house, our land, our shadowy grove.
The very mistress of our love,
, Ah me, we soon must leave! ®
O f all oar trees, tlic hated boughs
Of Cypress shall alone diffuse
Their fragrance o’er our grave. n

* Ode 14. lib. ii.
To
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To others sliall we then resign
The num’rous casks ofsparklitig wine,
AVhich, frugal, now we store;
[hem a more deserving iieir,
AJ~ur hibour, this our care ?)
till stain the stucco floor.

1760.
/

The new situation of Mr. Jones, at the University, did not at,first
correspond with his expectations. Under the tuition of a master,
who saw wiith admiration his ca])acity and application, who was
anxious to assist his exertions, and rewarded (heir success with
unhmited apphiuse, his ardour for learning had been raised to a
degree of enthusiasm: at the University, he expected to fuid iw
Simmer or Askew, in every master of arts, and generally the same
passion for literature, which he had himself imbibed. It was evident
that such extravagant expectations must be disappointed; and
from the public lectures, he derived little gratification or instruction ;
they were much below the standard of his attainments, and, in fact,
Avere considered as merely formal; and, instead of pure principles
on subjects of taste, on rhetoric, poetry, and practical morals, he
complained that he was required to attend dull comments on artificial
ethics, and logic detailed in such barbarous Latin, that he professed
to know as little of it as he then knew of Arabic. The only logic
then in fashion was that of the schools; and in a memorandum
written by himself, which is my authority for these remarks, 1 find
an anecdote related of one of the fellows, who was reading Locke
with his own pupils, that he carefully passed over every passage in
which that great metaphysician derides the whole system.

With the advice of Dr. Sumner, he was preparing for the press
his Greek and Latin compositions, including a Comedy, written in
the language arttl measures of Aristophanes. But his solicitude to

appear
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appear as an author, was perhaps prudently checked by tlie ad-
vice of other friends; and the proposed publication from which he
expected an increase of reputation, was re™'NMantly postponed.
This comedy, which bears the title of Morn™ej™ ill exists, but in a
state of such mutilation, from the depredatiAjjfj%p~il62is and time,
that it cannot be published without very co”™”™” iiNijectutJ™ emen-
dations.

After the residence of a few months at the University, on the 31st
of October, 1764, Mr. Jones was unanimously elected one of the
four scholars on the foundation of Sir Simon Bennett, to whose
munificence he was ever proud to acknowledge his obligations.
*rhe prospect of a fellowship, to which he looked with natural im-
patience, was however remote, as he had three seniors.

His partiality for Oriental literature now began to display itselfin
the study of the Arabic, to which he was strongly incited by the
example and encouragement of a fellow-student, of great worth and
abilities, who had acquired some knowledge in that celebrated lan-
guage, and offered him the use of the best books, with which he
was well provided. In acquiring the pronunciation, he was assisted
by a native of Aleppo, who spoke and wrote the vulgar Arabic
fluently, but was without any pretensions to the character of a
scholar. Mr. Jones accidentally discovered him in London, where
he usually passed his vacations, and prevailed upon liim to accom-
pany him to Oxford, under a promise of maintaining him there.
This promise he was obliged exclusively to fulfil for several months,
at an expense which his finances could ill afford, being disappointed
in the hopes which he had entertained, that some of his brother
collegians might be inclined to avail themselves of the assistance
of the Syrian, and participate with him in the expense of his
maintenance. *

The



SIR WILLIAM JONES. 33

The disgust expressed by Mr. Jones after his first introduction
into the University soon subsided, and his time now passed with
great Batisfaction]jj™wnjself. He found in it, all the means and
opportunity of in;<*'luon which he could wish ; and adopted that
respectful it, which he ever after retained. liis
college, MiS!Ors, that all his hours were devoted to improve-
ment, dispensed with his attendance on their lectures, alleging
with equal truth and civility, that he could employ his time to
more advantage. Their expectations were not'disappointed: he
perused witb great assiduity all the Greek poets and historians of
note, and the entire works of Plato and Lucian, with a vast appa-
ratus of commentaries on them; constantly reading with a pen in
his hand, making remarks, and composing in imitation of his*
favourite authors. Some portion of every morning he allotted to
Mirza, whom he employed in translating the Arabian tales of
Galland into Arabic, writing himself the translation from the mouth
of the Syrian. He afterwards corrected the grammatical inaccura-
cies of the version, by the help of Erpenius and Golius.

In the course of his application to this ancient language, he
.discovered, what he never before suspected, a near connection
between the modern Persic and Arabic, and he immediately
determined to acquire the former. He accordingly studied it with
attention in the only Persian grammar tlien extant; and having
lat)oured diligently at the Gulistan of Sadi, assisted by the accurate

N pbut inelegant version of Gentius, and at the well chosen praxis at
the close of Meninski’'s grammar, be found his exertions rewarded
with rapid success.

His vacations were passed in London, where he daily atten™led the
schools of Angelo, for the purpose of acquiring the elegant ac-

complishments of riding and fencing. He was always a strenuous
) . advocate
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.
advocate for the practice of l)odily exercises, as no less useful to
invigorate his frame, than as a necessary qualification for any active
exertions to which he might eventually be At home, his
attention, was directed to the modern laugj”j”~/J and he read the
best authors in Italian, Spanish, and Pormt~"JMAp~owing in all
respects the plan of education recommendti®i™ 57 toh>ji | :hich he
had by heart; and thus, to transcribe an observation of his own,
with the fortune of a peasant, giving himself the education of a
prince.

If the literary acquisitions of Mr. Jones at this period be com-
pared with his years, few instances will be found, in the annals of
biography, of a more successful application of time and talents,
than he exhibits; and it is worthy of observation, that he was no
less indebted to his uncommon industry and method for his attain-
ments, than to his superior capacity.

A mind thus occupied in the pursuit of universal literature, was
little susceptible of the passions of avarice or ambition : but, as he
was sensible that the charges attending his education, notwith-
standing his habitual attention to economy, must occasion a con-,
siderable deduction from the moderate income which his mother
possessed, he anxiously wished for a fellowship, that he might
relieve her from a burden which she could ill support. If the
prospcct of acquiring that advantage had not b”en remote, no
temptation Avould have seduced him from th» University; but at
the period when he began to despair of obtaining it, he received
through Mr. Arden, whose sister was married to his friend Sumner,
an offer to be the private tutor of liord Althorpe, now Earl JBpencer.'
He had been recommended to the family of this nobleman by Dr.
Shipley, to whom he was not then personally known, but who had
seen and approved his compositions at Harrow, and particularly a

, * Greek
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Greek oration in praise of Lyon, an honest yeoman, who
founded the school at that place in the reign of Elizabeth. The
proposal was ch|5#/~ly accepted by Mr. Jones; and in his nine-
teenth year he *~e'4 to London, and was so delighted with the
manners just seven years old, that he abandoned
all tho™M~s ort'Mi'Ay”~ion, and resolved to devote himself to the
faithful discharge of the important duties of his new situation.
He had the satisfaction to find that this determination would
probably restore him to the society of his best and most respected
friend, I)r, Sumner, as he understood from Mr. Arden, that his
pupil, after some preliminary instruction, would be fixed at
Harrow.

He returned for the present to Oxford, where he remained for
a few months, and, in the summer of 1760, went for the first time,
as had been proposed, to Wimbledon Park, to take upon himself
the charge of his pupil’s education.

* He was now placed in a sphere perfectly new to him.— I f he quitted
the University with a regret proportioned to his increasing attach-
ment to it, his change of situation offered other advantages, amongst
which he justly esteemed his introduction into the first ranks of
society, and a residence in one of the most agreeable places in the
kingdom. He had new objects to engage his observation, and an
interesting oc*cupation, from the discharge of which he derived
great satisfaction ? his applicattion to literature was pursued without
intermission, for, although he resided at Wimbledon until the
approach of the winter only, he found sufficient leisure to compose
many Nf his English poems, and to read the greatest part of the
Old Testament in Hebrew, particularly the Book of Job,.and the
Prophets, which he studied with great attention.
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In the course of the following summer, by an unexpected concur-
rence of circumstances, a fellowship, which, in his estimation, gave
him absolute independence, was bestowed up»”~/ym, and he went
fora short time to Oxford, that he might gAL ough the regular
forms of election and admission. He gly elected
fellow on the foundation of Sir Simon on WWINTtU of
August, 1766.

The idea of deriving an absolute independence from an annual
income, not exceeding, upon an average, one hundred pounds,
may appear ridiculous when contrasted with the enlarged estimate
of acompetence in these times. But this sum, in fact, was more
than the wise economy of a college life then made necessary for a
single man, whose habits of prudence were formed, and Mr. Jones
considered his fellowship as a freehold, in a place for which he liad
now contracted an enthusiastic fondness, where he had access to
extensive libraries, rare manuscripts, the company of learned men,
and all, as he expressed himself, that his heart could wish; and
if he had obtained it a year sooner, he would probably have been
induced to decline the delicate and responsible task of education.

On his return to Wimbledon, he was flattered by an offer from
ti>e Duke of Grafton, then at the head of the Treasury, of the place
of Interpreter for Eastern languages: but, although the acccptance
of it might not have interfered with his other porsuifs, or esngaget
ments, he declmed it politely, but without hesitation, earnestly
requesting that it might be cooferred upon Mrrza, wiiose charactcr
he wrote. Thi« diBinterested solicitation was unnoticed; and his
disa[)poiatment made him regret his igaorance of the world,*in not
accepting the proffered otike, under a resolution to coosign the
entire emoluments of it to hia Syrian friewd.

During



SIR WILLIAM JONES. 37

During bis summer residence at Wimbledon, be formed an
acquaintance to which he owed the future happiness of his life.
He there saw, fclgi4”™ first time, Anna Maria, the eldest daughter
of Dr. Shipley, tV™"-vean of Winchester: but whatever impressions
her persouj] Jd ™~ ™ "~ation made upon the lieart of Mr. Jones,
IdsJixe--Yeas ~i~ourahle independence and a determined reso-
lution never to owe bis fortune to a wife, or her kindred, excluded
all ideas of a matrimonial connection. In different circumstances,
he might perhaps liave then solicited an alliance, which he after-
wards courted and obtained.

The family of Lord Spencer removed late in Autumn to London”
and Mr. Jones, with his usual avidity to acquire the accomplish”
ments of a gentleman, as well as those of a scholar, privately
arranged a plan with Gallini, who attended the younger part of the
family, for receiving instructions from him in dancing; at the same
time he continued his morning attendance, without intermission,
at the two schools of Angelo, with whose manners he was extremely
pleased. Before he left London, he bad an opportunity, which he
did not neglect, of learning the use of the broad-sword, from an
old pensioner at Chelsea, who had been active, as his scars proved,
in many engagements, and whose narrative propensity frequently
amused him.

The acquisition of his new accomplishment, by Gallini’'s as-
sistance, had been* made with secrecy; and the display of it enabled
him to participate with much satisfoction, m the evening amuse-
meuts at Altborpe, where I>c passed tlic winter with his pupil. But his
greatest delight was furnished by an excellent lil>rary, im™ which he
tbund intellectual treasures of the highest val”™ue in bis estimation ;
scarcely a single book escaped his inspection; and some of the

most rare he perased with indefatigable application. It was at this
period,
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period, in the twenty-first jear of his age, that he began his Com-
nientaricsbn Asiatic Poetry, in imitation of Dr. Louth's Prelections
at Oxford, on the sacred poetry of the Hebrcw”™'j

The summer of 1767, opened a new sceiMfTm~Jie indispo-
sition of Lord Spencer rendered a journey tl1”~pa Jilvis™®"/or the
restoration of his health, and Mr. Jones attended the family : but
his residence on the Continent was too short to gratify his curiosity.
At Spa he remained only three weeks, part of which he dedicated
to the lessons of Janson, of Aix-la-Chapelle, a most incomparable
dancing-master, and part to the acquisition of the German language,
in which he so far succeeded, as to be able to read Gesnerwith
delight, assisted only by an excellent German Granmiar and Dic-
tionary ; the pronunciation he had formerly learnt from a fellow
collegian, who had passed some years at Brunswick. He would
gladly have availed himself of the instruction of a German master;
but none was to be found at Spa, and his finances were unequal to
the expense of procuring that assistance from Aix-la-Chapelle.
Notwithstanding these occupations, he found leisure to participate
in all the amusements of the place.

In the winter of 1767, Mr. Jones resided with his pupil at
Althorpe: the attention of Lord Spencer’s family was then much
occupied in the contested election at Northampton ; but as he had
neither inclination nor inducement to take any part tn it, he con®
fined himself cMefly to the library, which never failed to supply
him with increasing sources of entertainment and) improvement.
His excursions into the regions of literature were unlimited, and as his
application was directed with his usual perseverance, he *nearly
completed his Commentaries, transcribed an Arabic manuscript on
Egypt and the Nile, borrowed from Dr. Russel, and copied the
keys of the Chinese language, which he wished to learn.

The
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The close of this year is marked with an occurrence, whicli pro-
bably had a material influence on the determination of* his future
pursuits. Froni-jSL”otive of mere curiosity, he was prompted to
peruse the littI"* Itise of Fortescue, in praise of the Laws of
England,; afew™a™h he was more diverted with the’ simplicity
of the™\lan st™Nie,NJkin attracted by the subject, he felt so much
interest in the work, as to study it with considerable attention. In
the course of the reflections which it excited, he was naturally led
to a comparison of the laws of England with those of other countries,
and he marked with delight their uncontroverted claim to superiority
over the laws of every other state, ancient or modern. Of this fact
he acknowledged that he had never before entertained an idea.’ He
was now qualified to appreciate with more accuracy, the merits and
defects of the republican system of Greece and Rome, for which he
had adopted a strong partiality, natural to an enthusiastic admirer
of the orators and poets of those celebrated nations ; and to examine
their jurisprudence by a standard of comparison, which impressed
his mind with a decided rcverence for the institutions of his own
country. He was not, liow™ever, regardless of the deviations in
practice from the theoretical perfection of the constitution in the
contested election, of which he was an unwilling spectator.

From Althorpe he removed, in the spring of 1768, to Wimbledon,
mwhere he received a proposal from Mr. Sutton, then Under-Secre-
.tary to the t)uke of Grafton, the account of which I shall relate
nearly in his own words*. ' *

The King of Denmark, then upon a visit to this country, had
brought with him an eastern manuscript, containing the life of
Nadir Shah, w™hich he was desirous of having translated in England.

* latroduction to the History of the Life of Nadir Shah. Works, vol. v. p. 531.
The
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The Secretary of State with whom the Danish minister had con-
versed upon the subject, sent the volume to Mr. Jones, rexjuesting
him to give a literal translation o {it in the Fre~"J™-"~rnguage; but he
wholly declined the task, alleging for his ew the dryness of
the subject, the difficulty of the style, and cmW~” his ggjiit both of
leisure and ability, to enter upon an underl®ingj”™ so frunK”s and
laborious. He mentioned, however, a gentleman, with whom he
was not then acquainted, but who had distinguished himself by the
translation of a Persian history, and some popular tales from the
Persic, as capable of gratifying the wishes of his Danish Majesty.
Major Dow, the writer alluded to, excused himselfon account of his
numerous engagements, and the application to Mr. Jones was
renewed. It was hinted, that his compliance would be of no email
advantage to him, at his entrance into life; that it would procure
him some mark of distinction, which would be pleasing to him ;
and, above all, that it would be a reflection upon this country, if
the king should be obliged to carry the manuRcript into France.
Incited by these motives, and principally the last, unwilling to be
thought churlish or morose, and eager for reputation, he undertook
the work, and sent a specimen of it to his Danish Majesty, who
returned his approbation of the style and method, but desired that
the whole translation might be perfectly literal, and the oriental
iniages accurately preserved. The task would have been far easier
to him, if he had been directed to finish it in Latin; for the acqui-
sition of a French, style was infinitely more tedious”, and it was*
nccessary to have every chapter corrected, by a native of France,
before it could be olfered to the discerning eye of the public, since
in every language there are certain peculiarities of idiom, and nice
shades of meaning, which a foreigner can never attain to perfection.
The worl> however arduous and unpleasant, was completed in a
year, not without repeated hints from the Secretary’s office, that it
‘was expected witli great impatience by the Court of Denmark. The

translation
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translation was not, however, published until 1770. Forty copies
upon large paper were sent to Copenhagen; one of them, bound
with uncommon rBjrVice, for the king himself; and the others, as
presents to his

Such were the circumstances which induced him, (as he modestly
observed,) against his inclinations, to describe the life of a con-
queror ; and to appear in public as an author, before a maturity of
judgment had made him see the danger of the step. If, (to quote
his own words) he had reflected on the little solid glory which a
man reaps from acquiring a name in literature, on the jealousy and
envy which attend such an acquisition, on the distant reserve which
a writer is sure to meet with from the generality of mankind, and
on the obstruction which a contemplative habit gives to our hopes
of being distinguished in active life ; if all, or.any of these reflec-
tions had occurred to him, he Avouid not have been tempted by any
consideration to enter upon so invidious and thankless a career;
lut, as Tully says, he would have considered™ before he embarked™ the
nature and extent of his x>oyage; now, since the sails are spread, the
vessel must take its course.

What marks of distinction he received, or what fruits he reaped
from his labours, he thought it would ill become him to mention
at the head of a work, in which he professed to be the historian of
others, and not of himself: but, to repel the false assertions which
appeared in an advertisement on this subject in tlie public papers,
containing a most unjust reflection on tlie King of Denmark, he
considered it a duty imposed upon him, by the laws of justice and
gratitJde, to print, at the beginning of his translation, the honourable
testimony of regard which his Majesty Christian VI1. sent.publicly
to London, a few months after the receipt of the work, together

with the letter of thanks which he returned for so signal a token
0 . of
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of his favour*. From these documents, it appears that his Danish
\fajesty sent to him a diploma, constituting him a member of the
Royal Society of Copenhagen, and recommendi ' ' i, in the strongest
terms, to the favour and benevolence of his ov . /ereign.
r

To the history of Nadir Shah, he added a Treatise on Oriental
Poetry, in the language of the translation : and I may venture to
assert, that Mr. Jones was the only person in England, at that lime,
capable of producing a work, which required a critical knowledge
of two foreign languages, one of which was scarcely known in
Europe. Indeed, when we consider the accuracy of the translation,
which has been acknowledged by the most competent judges ; the
extreme difficulty attending a literal version of Oriental imagery
and idioms ; the errors common to all manuscripts, which he had
no means of amending by the collation of different copies; and the
elegance and correctness of his French style; we cannot but express
our astonishment at the perfection of his performance, and the
rapidity with which it was completed. The annexed treatise on
Oriental poetry is instructive and elegant, interesting from its
novelty, and entertaining from its subject and variety, and exhibits
the combined powers of taste and erudition. This work was exe-
cuted by a young man in his twenty-third year; and the motives
which induced him to undertake it, had an equal influence on his
exertions to render it as perfect as possible.

In detailing the circumstances attending the first publication of
Mr. Jones, | have carried the narrative to its conclusion, with some
anticipation of the order of time. Part of the summer of 1768 he
passed at Tunbridge, where his private studies formed hi™ chief
occupation, and the winter of that year in London. He availed
himself of the opportunity, which his situation there afforded, of

« See Works, vol. v. Preface.
beginning
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beginning to learnmusic; and, having made choicc of the ~Velch
harp, for which he had a national partiality, he receivt;d lessons
from Evans, as he remained in town; but, as he was then
ignorant of the of music, the mere practice, without a
knowledgejllthe pi™iples of the art, gave him little delight. |
know not t~t he evei Afterwards resumed the practice of the harp,
nor is it to be regretted that he employed the time, whicli must
have been dedicated to the attainment of any degree of perfection
on this instrument, in more important pursuits.

In the beginning of this year, Mr. Jones formed an acquaintance
with Reviczki, afterwards the Imperial minister at Warsaw, and
Ambassador at the Court of England, with the title of Count. This,
learned and accomplished nobleman was deeply captivated with
the charms of Oriental literature; and the reputation of Mr. Jones
as an Oriental scholar attracted his advances towards an intimacy,,
which were eagerly received.

After their separation, they commenced a correspondence, which
was cultivated with attention for many years. Of this correspondence,
much has been lost, and many of the remaining letters are defaced
and mutilated. They generally wrote in Latin, occasionally in
French, on literary subjects chiefly, but more particularly on
Oriental literature. From that part of the correspondence, which
took place irf 1768, 1 select such letters as seem to fall within
my plan, and now present a familiar translation of them to my

readers.
e Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.

How pleasing was that half hour to me, in which we
conversed on Persian poetry, our mutual delight. | consMered it

* Appendix, No, I.
the
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the commencement of a most agreeable friendship and intercourse
between us; but my expectations are disappointed by the circum-
stances in which we are unavoidably placed ; ~my business will
confine me to the country longer than I wi , ~nd you, as | am
informed, arc preparing to return immediateli to Ger~ny. | have,
therefore, to lament that our intimacy is, aJit were, nipped in the
bud. I am not, however, without this consolation, that if I cannot
personally converse with you, I can at least correspond with you,
and thus enjoy the satisfaction arising from a communication of our
sentiments and studies. In mentioning our friendship, | shall not,
I trust, be deemed guilty of an improper freedom. Similarity of
studies, fondness for polite literature, congenial pursuits, and con-
«formity of sentiments, are the great bonds of intimacy amongst
mankind. Our studies and pursuits are the same, with this difference
indeed, that 3ou are already deeply versed in Oriental learning,
whilst I am incessantly labouring with all my might to obtain a
proficiency in it. But | will not allow you to excel me in partiality
for those studies, since nothing can exceed my delight in them.
From my earliest years, I was charmed with the poetry of the
Greeks; nothing, 1 then thought, could be more sublime than the
Odes of Pindar, nothing sweeter than Anacreon, nothing more
polished or elegant than the golden remains of Sappho, Archilochus,
Alcseus, and Simonides: but when | had tasted the poetry of the
Arabs and Persians * * * * * * *

The remainder of this letter is lost: but from the context, and
the answer of Reviczki, we may conclude that it contained an ela-
borate panegyric on Eastern poetry, expressed with all the rapture

which novelty inspires, and in terms degrading to the Mjises of
Greece /ind Rome,

C. Rk-
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C. REVICZKI to W. JONES, Esquire =

London, Feb. 19, 176«.
Sir,

ghly gratified by your recollection of me, as
well as by~ e repeV™d compliments which you pay me, in yowr
letters to M~ame de Vaucluse. | must acknowledge, that | feel
not a little proud of them; but still more, thal an interview of a
guarter of an hour has procured me the honour of your friendship.
I should be most happy to cultivate it, if my plans allowed me to
remain longer in this country, or if I could at least see you at
Oxford, which | purpose visiting before | leave England. | hear,
with pleasure, that you have undertaken to publish a Treatise on
Oriental Prosody. As | am convinced that you will perform thi»
task most ably and successfully, | anticipate with satisfaction the
mortification of all our European Poets, who must blush at the
poverty of their prosaic language, when they find that the Oriental
dialects (independently of rhyme, which is of their invention) have
true syllabic quantities as well as the Greek, and a greater variety

of feet, and consequently the true science of metre and prosody.

| take the liberty of sending you a rough sketch of one of my
latest translations from Hafez, with whom 1 sometimes amuse
myselfin a leisure hour. You are too well acquainted with the
genius of the Persian language, not to perceive the rashness of niy
eattempt; | *do not indeed pretend to give the beauty of the
original, but merely its sense, simple and unornamented. 1| have
added to it a very free paraphrase in verse, in which, however, the
greatest deviation from the text consists in the occasional substi-
tution of mistress for mignon, either to give a connection to the
stanzas, which in this kind of composition is never preserved, or to

= Appendix, No. 4.
make
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make it more conformable to our European taste. The Persian
poet indeed speaks of his mistress in the fust verse,

You will find in the margin several quotatic J)m the Greek and
Latin Poets, which occurred to my reco}];ction, ~lilst | was
reading Hafez, expressing the same sentimSits with" ttie Persian,
I hope to have the satisfaction of seeing you here before | leave
England, assuring you with truth, that | consider the honour of
your acquaintance among the greatest advantages attending my

Tisit to this country.

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.

London, Feb. 24, 17GS,

SIE,
I received your learned and obliging letter on the

same day on which | wrote to you; and | read it with the greatest
pleasure, though I could have wished that it had been more just to
your own merit, and less flattering to me. | will not however take
your expressions literally; and notwithstanding your declarations,
the taste and judgment which you have displayed in the psissages
gquoted by you, evidently prove that you have advanced far in
Oriental literature. |1 must however beg quarter for the Greek and.
Latm; for, admitting, what | am not disposed to deny, the perfec-
tion, and even the superiority of the Orientals, particularly the*
Persians in some species of poetry, I would without hesitation
renounce all knowledge of the three Eastern languages for that of
the Greek alone. | rejoice that you have made so much progress
in your work, and that | may hope soon to see it published’s but
how to assist you with my advice | know not, as | have not with me

= Appendix, No. &
a single
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a single treatise upon the subject of Oriental prosody. It is in*truth
an ocean ; and such are the abundance and variety of measures used
by the Orientals, po memory can retain them.

| am anxiouij to learn under what head you class the
Kasidah, a species of composition highly admired by the Arabs,
and very successfully cultivated by them; it has a nearer resem-
blance than any other kind of poetry to the Latin elegy, but its
construction partakes of that of the Gazel*™ with this difference,
that the latter is restricted to thirteen couplets, whilst the number
of those in the Kasidah is unlimited; and secondly, that in each
distich of the Gazel, the sense must be complete and finished,
whilst in the Kasidah”™ the sentiment is continued through successive*

lines.

Of this species of composition, | do not know a more perfect
specimen, than the poem on the death of Mohammed, so celebrated
throughout the East, that every man of letters can repeat it.
It is one continued allegory, but admirable and pathetic, and

begins, if | rightly remember, thus:

Does memory recall the blissful bowers
O f Solyma, the seat of many a friend ;

That thus, thy grief pours forth such copious showers.
And bursting sighs thy lab’ring bosom rend?

With respect to your doubts on the supposed allegory of Hafez,
much may be said. | am rather inclined to believe, that the
mystical exposition of this great poet, by the Mohammedans, may
be imputed to their veneration and respect for his memory, and that
their object in it is to justify his conduct as a poet, by representing

* * o

* Amatory Poem ; it is not restricted to thirteen couplets, as Reviczki writes, but to

=eventeen, and generally contains about seven or eight,
him
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him equally irreproachable in his morals and compositions. Most
of the coftimentators, as Shemy, Surury, and others, labour to give a
mystical interpretation of his verses on wine, pleasures, and
a contempt for religion, so discreditable to a 7jijoa mussulman ; but
the ablest of them all, the learned Sadi, disclaims]g]lhis mode of
illustration, and professes to give a literal exposition of the text of
Hafez, in opposition to the opinions of other commentators, and
without questioning the purity of their intentions. It may not be
amiss to communicate to you an anecdote, which | have read
somewhere respecting Hafez *. After the death of this great man,
some of the religious were disposed to deny his body the right of
sepulture, alleging in objection, the licentiousness of his poetry;
«after a long dispute, they left the decision to a divination in use
amongst them, by opening his book at random, and taking the first
couplet which occurred : It happened to be this:

Turn not away from Hafez' bi*r.

Nor scornful check the pitying tear;
Fov tho' immers'd in sin he lies.

His soul forgiv'n to Heaven shall rise.

* This anecdote is quoted by Sir William Jones, in the ninth chapter of his Commco-
faries on Asiatic Poetry, where he states tue respective arguments in support of a literal
or mystical interpretation of it. Without pronouncing a positive decision, he gives an
opinion in favour of a literal interpretation as the most probable.

In an essay on the mystical poetry of the Persians and Hindus, composed some years
afterwards in India, (Works, vol. i. p.445.) he thus expresses liimself on the subject:
“ It has been made a question, whether the poems of Hafez must be taken in a literal or
“ figurative »cnse : but the question does not admit of a general and direct answer; for,
“ even the most entliusiastic of his commentators allow, that some of them are to be
“ taken literally, and his editors ought to have distinguished them.------ Hafez never pre-
“ tended to more than human virtues, and it is known that he bad human propensities ;—
“ after bisjuvenile passions had subsided, we may suppose, that hi» mind <took that
“ religion? bent, which appears in most of his compositions; for there can be no doubt
" thutTlie following dislichs, collected from different odes, relate to the mystical theology

“ of the Sufis&ec.
This
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This passage was deemed a divine decision j tlie religious with-
drew their objections, and he was buried in Mosella, a place
rendered famous by his own verses. This anecdote, | think, is
related by KalebCelebi. As to myself, although I am disposed to
believe, that®i“*hen Hafez speaks of love and wine, he has no
recondite meaning, | am equally willing to declare, that his
writings are not disgraced by those obscenities, nor those gross and
filthy expressions, which so frequently occur in Sadi.

Nor can | avoid considering him a free thinker; and a hundred
passages might be quoted, in which the poet ridicules the Prophet
and his Coran; as for instance, when he says™

Wine, that our sober Seer proclaims
Parent of sin, and fouJ misnames,

Witli purerjoy my soul beguiles.

Than beauty’s bloom, or beauty’s smiJeii

As to the Turkish poets, | confess | do not read them with the
same pleasure, although 1 am willing to allow that some of them
have merit. In my opinion, Ruhi, of Bagdat, is the most agreeable
of them all; he has written some admirable satires. Perhaps you
are not acquainted with him. The Turkish poets in general, are
no better than slavish imitators of the Persians, and often deficient
in taste and harmony.

I cannot comprehend how you have discovered an rndclicate
* meaning in these beautiful lines of Mesilii:
Send me not, O God, to the tomb, before |
have embraced my friend :----------

unless you annex an idea of obscenity to the expression/)f em-
bracing a youth; a subject which perpetually occurs not Only in
Oriental poetry, but in Greek and Latin. | send you a reccnt
I translation,
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translation, with'a request that you will return it when you arc
tired with it, as | have no copy.
I am, with the greatest esteem and veneration,

Sir, See.

* [IEVICZKI to Mr. JONES.

London, March 7, 1766.

I am at a loss to determine Avhether your letter has

afforded me most pleasure or instruction ; it isindeed so admirable,
that I must point out the only fault which I find in it, that of
brevity, although you seem apprehensive of being thought tedious.
I suspect that I am indebted to your partiality and politeness onlr,
for the excessive encomiums wliich you have bestowed upon ni}-
translation of the two odes which I sent to you, as well as for the

favourable opinion which you entertain of my trifles. I am,
however, seriously obliged to you for your animadversions upon
my inaccuracies, though when | consider their number, I must

impute it to your indulgence that you have been so sparing in
your corrections. Without wishing to lessen my obligations to your
kindness, | cannot avoid mentioning by way of apology, that it is
only three months since | resumed the task of writing verses,
which I renounced when | left school; and not from any motive
of vanity, or desire of reputation, but merely as an* amusement
of my leisure hours. My relajise has produced tbe translation, of
about iiftj*odes of our learned llafez,

For whom, eacli liour a growing fondness brings,f
As by vlegrees the vernui alder springs.

But observing, in the progress of the work, the immense inferiority
of my version to the original, 1 began to be disgusted with it
* Appendix, No. 4.

+ These lines sue taken from ajuvenile translation of Sir William Jones.

I recol-
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I recollect to have read somewhere with great pleasure, the
Prelections of the Bishop of Oxford, of which you speak so higlily,
and which you propose to imitate, but I remember nothing more
of this work, than that | thought both the style and arrangcn»cnt
of it, equallPtdmirable. The Grecian and Oriental flowers scat-
tered throughout your letter, delighted me exceedingly, and your
selection of them shews your judgment. 1 also approve your idea
of visiting the East; but previously to your undertaking it, I would
recommend to you, to make yourself master of the common lan-
guage of the Turks, or of the vulgar Arabic, not only as indispen-
sably necessary to your communications with the Mohammedans,
but as a means of deriving pleasure and pri)fit from the journey.

I do not mean to apply my censures on the servile imitations of
Turkish authors to every species of imitation; for in some instances
the imitation, as in the case of Virgil with respect to Hesiod, has
surpassed the original. Nor can Hafez himself deny the imputa-
tion of plagiarism, having actually transcribed whole lines from
other poets; his collection of poems begins with an instance of
this kind, for the very first hemistich is transcribed from one of
Yezid*, the son of Mowavea, with an alteration only in the collo-
cation of the words, not to mention nearly a complete ode in
another place; but | am disgusted with the flat and perpetual
imitation of the many Turkish poets, to whom we may aptly apply
the word§ of Horace :

O servile herd of imitators!-------

* Yezid was tbe son of Mowavea, the first Caliph of the race of Ommiah, and being
ifproached by his father for excessive drinking, replied as follows;
Does this thy wrath inspire, because | quaff'd
The grape’s rich juice —then doubly sweet the draught. -
llage— | will drink unmoved, for to my soul.
Sweet is thy wrath, and sweet tbe flowing bowl.

Do
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Do you wish to know my opinion respecting the other Pereian
poets, and whether | think Hafez alone elegant? far from it; for
who can read without ecstasy the first page of Sadi ? Indeed, my
passion for Oriental literature was first excited by hearing the fol-
lowing lines of Sadi accidentally repeated by teacher at
Constantinople, who explained them to me:

All-bounteouS Lord ! whose providential care
E’en on tby proud rebellious sons descends;
+How canst thou bid thy votaries despair.
W hose boundless mercy to thy foes extends?

But who can suppress hisindignation, when he reads the wretched
translation of this elegant writer, by Gentius? | acknowledge how-
ever, that I am more delighted with Hafez, who unites fine
morality with cheerfulness. With respect to Jami, whose works I
do not at present possess, J remember enough of what | read at
Constantinople to venture to assert, that he is the most successful
of the Eersian poetsi! In the judgment of Sadi, Hafez is unequal;
some of his odes are excellent, others very inferior, and some very
tame, whilst Jami f>reserves an equality throughout. 1 have not
translated the ode of Hafez, “ If that fair maid,” &c.* into Latin
verse, as the sense as so unconnected: but a prose translation of it
with notes, if you wish to have it, is at your service. In the mean
time, | scad you my latest production, not complete indeed, but a
mere -embryo. Farcwel.

P. S. Itis little to say, | approve your Arabic vei'ses; | really
admire them, but dare not in this instance attempt to imitate yon.

Revic?zki.

* See a poetical translation of this ode, in Sir William Jones’s Works, vol. ii. p. 244.

R e-
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* REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.
London, March 17th, 1768.

I was highly ddighted with your letter, particularly
Jus translations, imitations, and compositions; they
you have

Made the Greek uuthors your supreme delight,
Read them by day, and studied them by night;

(Francis®)
but that you have attained all the peculiar elevation, as well as
elegance of that language. Your Ode to Venus is as beautiful as
Venus herself; and you have imitated with wondcrtui success so
divine an original.

Is it not melancholy to reflect, that not only so rnudi of the
compositions of this elegant writer should I>e lost, but that the little
which remains is so mutilated and corrupted ?

That the text of the ode selected by you, and even that preserved
by Dionysius, and published by Upton, is preferable to that of
Stephens, or whoever made the emendations (such as they are), |
freely admit; for the rules of dialect are not only better observed,
but it contains stronger marks of being genuine: yet, after all, it is
impossible tordeny, that there are many chasms in it, as well as
errors, which cannot be satisfactorily amended by any explanation
or twisting of the sense.

That Sappho wrote in the dialect of her own country, mwhich
cannot at this time be perfectly understood, is sufficiently probable;
but it would be absurd to suppose the iEolic dialcct irrecencileable

* Appendix, No. 5,
to



54 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF

to metre and prosody; not to mention the evident corruption of tlic
sense in some passages.

Your translation of the Epigram on the Kiss (“Agatho, is
very elegant, and the idea in it resembles that of Wafez in the-
following lines : (.

Anxious thy blooming charms to see.
Quick to my lips my soul ascends i

Must it expire or live >—decree ;—
For on thy voice my fate depends.

I send you, as | promised, a prose translation ofthe Persian Ode,
together with an attempt at a poetical version of it, which 1 will
hereafter improve. Pray inform me, whether there is any transla-
tion of Hafez, printed or manuscript, in Latin, or any other
European language; for | know of no other attempt at a translation

of this poet, than that of the first ode, lately published in the
Analecta of Professor Hyde.

I request likewise to be informed, where I am likely to find the
first book of the Illiad of Homer, with an analysis and notes, for

the use of scholars, printed in England, which a friend of mine
wishes to procure for his son.

The ode, of which you praise the concluding ver”c, is elegant
I remember only the first couplet.—

Bring wine, and scatter flow’rs around.

Nor seek the depths of fate to sound;—

Such was the morning rose’stal e -

W hat say’'st thou, waibler of the vole f -

Althoagh | have begun the preparations for my departure, and
have packed up my books, if you wish to have a translation of this

ode.
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ode, or if it will be of any use to you, | will undertake it before
1 go. | wait your commands. Farewcl.

*C. IIEVICZKI to Mr. JONES.
London, MarchQ.Qth, 1708.

'hat | liave deferred longer thaji usually my reply to
your obligijfletter, you must impute to the novel, and strange
appearance of things here. You will not, 1 trust, be disposed to
blame a delay, occasioned by the attention of a foreigner to customs
Avhich are peculiar to your country, and which | never observed in
any other; for | confess to you that | never saw any thing similar
to the mode here pursued of electing members of parliament. The
novelty ofit at first amused me, but the increasing tumult sickened
and disgusted me, and, by compelling me to remain at home,
afforded me an opportunity of writing to you. | rejoice that my
version of the Persian ode pleases you, and that it has induced you
to think me equal to the translation of the whole collection. But
highly as I am honoured by your opinion, | cannot but think your
advice somewhat unmerciful, for what mortal, unless

Or oak, or bross, with triple fold,
Around his daring bosom roll'd,
(Framcis,)

would undertake a translation in prose and verse of six hundred
odes ? The attempt would not only require many years, but aa
‘entire exemption from all other occupations; which is not ifiy case;
I can only make these studies my occasional amusement. | mean,
however, some time or other, to publish as much as | can.

Ti>e person who applied to me for the first book of the lliad,
with a verbal analysis, already possesses the key to Homgr] but he

= Appendix, No. 6.
thinks
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thinks the other work better adapted to the use of boys, bccause
the notes in it are subjoined to the text, which is not the plan of
the Clavis. If you have one at hand, oblige me by just looking
into it; for, if my memory does not fail me, there i catalogue
prefixed, mentioning the work Avhich I want, and theCame of the
printer. f

Although your politeness has excused any further efForts™ |
nevertheless send the ode which you requested in your last letter
but one, as | think it will please you. It is by no means one of
the easiest, either to understand, or translate ; and indeed, the force
of the peculiar idioms of a foreign language cannot be well conveyed
Ay any circumlocution.

You ask my opinion of the affinity between the Hebrew and
Arabic, and of an idiom common to both, of using the future for
the past. Though | seldom read Hebrew, or, to say the truth,
though 1 consider this sacred language rather as an object of
=veneration than of delight, (for, excepting the Old Testament itself,
and some rabbinical dreams about it, there is nothing in it worth
perusal,) I well remember, from the little of it which I have read,
having remarked a close connection between the grammar of the
Hebrew and Arabic, the moods and tenses in both are so few, as
to require the frequent substitution of one for another; the Greek,
however, which is so redundant in moods and tenseJs, sometimes*
does the same; for Instance, when it uses the infinitive for the
imperative. With respect to the measures used in the two languages,
I am of a different opinion, for |I consider the metrical art of the
Arabs of much later invention, and to have assumed its pcesent
form only a short time before Mohammed, there being no trace
whatever among them of a more ancient poetry. If the Hebrew
poetry had a similar construction, which may indeed be suspected

from
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from a similar use of the vowels, we might by this time have
traced, without difficulty, the laws of Hebrew metre by the rules of

analogy*.

If the telW[)f the ode, which you mention to have read in the
miscellaneoiAvorks of some anonymous author, had been correct,
you would 1* have wanted my humble assistance; but it is so full
of errors, that I must be an CEdipus to interpret it. Every one
knows, that the mere irregularity of the diacritical points occasions
infinite difficulty in the Oriental languages; but this is doubly
increased by the casual omission or alteration of the letters them-
selves. It is therefore absolutely necessary in my opinion, as it is
impossible to find manuscripts without errors, to possess two copies’
of every one which you read, that the faults of the one may be
corrected by the other; and this is my method.

# # « « -

I have only to conclude by thanking j'ou for your Italian

sonnet, and expressing the commendation to which it is entitled.-»

Farewel.

t Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.
Jpril 1768.

Nothing can afford a stronger proof of your polite
attention to <ne, than your last very friendly letter, wiiich you

- The probability that the metrical compositions of the Hebrews and Arabs were
founded oa the same rules of prosody, is intimated by Sir W . Jones, in his Commentaries
on Asiatic poetry, and proposed to the investigation of tlie learned. This opinion is
suggested, by the close affinity of the languages of those ancient people, whence he
argues to a presumption that their poets used the same numbers, feet, and measures, in

their compositions.

t Appendix, No. 7.
| contrived
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contrived to write in the midst of city bustle, during the noise of
riotous mobs, and the tumult of a parliamentary election, and to
accompany it with a most beautiful Persian Ode, and a Latin
translation. Our favourite Hafez deserves indeed t~be fed with
ambrosia, and | daily discover, with increasing delig”™’ new beau-
ties and elegances in him. The principal difficulty/ ttending the
translation and publication of his poems as you have bl™un, consists
in giving them a poetical dress; but this will prove easier than you
imagine; for there are many of his ocks, which | conclude you
will not attempt to translate, as containing expressions wholly
foreign to our manners, lofty and daring figures, or abrupt uncon-
_nected lines; and this will in some measure alleviate the Herculean
labour of the task.

* « »

If I were not a sincere lover of
truth, and averse from all dissimulation, | should lament that our
capital has fallen under your inspection in these times of turbulence
and distraction, when the liberty of my country, so universally
celebrated, has degenerated into unbridled licentiousness, not to
say outrage. The original form of our constitution is almost divine ;
—to such a degree, that no state of Rome or Greece could ever
boast one superior to it; nor could Plato, Aristotle, nor any legislator,
even conceive a more perfect model of a state. The three parts
which compose it are so harmoniously blended and incorporated,
that neither the flute of Aristoxenus, nor the lyre of Titnotheus,
ever produced more perfect concord. What can be more difficult
than to devise a constitution, which, while it guards the dignity of
the sovereign and liberty of the people, from any encroachment by
the influence and power of the nobility, preserves the fofce and
majesty of the laws from violation, by the popular liberty ? This was
the case formerly in our island, and would be so still, if the folly of

some
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some had not prompted them to spur on the populace, instead of
holding them in. | cannot therefore restrain my indignation
against Wilkes™ a bold and able, but turbulent man, the very torch
and fu'ebrand of sedition: but what can be said in defence of the
honour and*I”sistency of some of our nobility, who, after having
given him tlitr countenancc and support, shamefully deserted and

betrayed hii®

If you wish to obtain more accurate information respecting our
laws and customs, | recommend to your perusal Smith’s Treatise on
the English Constitution, and the Dialogue of Fortescue in praise
of the J*aws of England, Thomas Smith was the English ambassador
in France in the reign of Elizabeth, and his work is in Latin, and
not inelegantly written. To Fortescue's little tract, we may apply
the words of Xenophon to the Teleboas; “ it is not large, but
“ beautiful.” He was Chancellor of England under Henry the Sixth,
and was compelled by the distractions of the times, to take refuge
with his pupil Prince Edward in France, where, in an advanced
age, he composed his little golden dialogue. These books will
convince you that our laws are framed with the greatest wisdom, and
that as Pindar, quoted by Plato in his Gorgias, says,

Sov'reign o'er all, eternal law
On Gods and Men impo&es awe,

> And justice, strengthen'd by her liand,
e O'er ail exerts supreme command.

When | reflect on our constitution, | seem as it were to con-
template a game at chess, a recreation in which we both delight.
For we have a king whose dignity we strenuously defend, but whose
power IS very limited; the knights, and rooks, and other pieces,
have some kind of resembliaince to the orders of nobility, ~vho are

employed in war, and in the management of public affairs; but the
principal
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principal strength is in the pawns, or people; if these are firmly
united, they are sure of victory, but if divided and separated, the
battle is lost. The motions of all, as in the gume of chess, are
regulated by fixed laws: lastly, when | consider my«elf, | secim like
a spectator, contemplating for his mere amusement two parties
at the game; but if it ever should be my lot to bcf~concerned in
the administration of affairs, 1 will renounce gain J ,1 popularity,
and pursue one object, and one only, to preserve our beautiful
constitution inviolate.

Contrary to my intention, | find | have been prolix ; 1 will,
therefore, turn to another subject. 1 read your last letter with an
apprehension, that it might communicate the intelligence of your
speedy departure from England ; but as you are silent on this head,
as my business here will soon be concluded, and as | know the
uncertainty of all human aflairs, 1 am determined to embrace an
opportunity, which, if 1 now neglect, may not again occur, of
paying you a visit in London about the middle of the month.—
Farewel.

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKL—No Date.—1768.

I have received your two letters replete with taste
and erudition: your kindness towards me is as conspicuous in them,
as the brilliancy of your genius. | now reply to botii.

Your approbation of my intention to publish my work, gives me,
as it ought, great pleasure ; for I cannot but rejoice, as Hector in
the tragedy says, “ in the praise of one, who is himself eptitled to

praise.” The perusal of the two odes of the divine poet, afforded
me infinite delight; they are very beautiful, but their beauties are

* Appendix, No. 8.
more
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more conspicuous from your luminous interpretation. Your metTical
imitation of them is elegant, and if you will allow me to publish
it in mywork,will equally oblige me and my readers, who
will Persian poet speak Latin ; if you object
to this, cot™atilWihem shall be deposited with my treasures, and
the originalWestored to you as soon as possible. You bid me
return the flrses to you when | am tired with them: this is as
much as to say keep them for ever, for it is impossible that I can
ever be tired with the perusal.

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.
Oxford, November 17(58.

I cannot resist the temptation of writing to.
you, although | fear you may have quitted this country before my
letter arrives.

| have received your obliging letter, with an elegant ode of llafez,
which | read witli the greatest pleasure, or rather devoured.

But what necessity is there to say more, since it is possible that
what | write, may never reach you? Let me, again and again,
intreat and beseech your remembrance of me wherever you go,
and that you will write to me as speedily, and at as great a length
as possible. Be assured that nothing has, or ever can, afford me
greater pleasflre than your friendship.

These letters strongly mark the enthusiasm of Mr. Jones, and his
learned friend Reviczki, for Oriental literature ; nor am 1 surprised
to find that the former should have been led by it, to entertain an
lintention of visiting the East: no one, however, will regtct that it

* Appendix™ No. 9.
was
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was' at that period abandoned. Every reader will peruse with
pleasure, the enthusiastic veneration (expressed by Mr. Jones for
the British constitution, and the ardour with wiGni he pronounces
himself its champion ; they will also remark thay<y|”jjat™eoent to
it was indelible, and acquired strength from h i s k n o w -
ledge of its laws and principles.
[4

For an account of his occupations at Wimbledon, where he
passed the Spring of 1769, | shall transcribe part of a letter which
he wrote to an intimate friend, John Wilmot, Esquire.

“ My life is one unvaried scene of writing letters, and attending
the donzelle vezzose e tenerolle, by whose beauties | confess iny-
self easily overcome.

“ 1 have just read Robertson's Life of Charles the Fifth, the nar-
rative of which is amusing and instructive, and the style flowing
and elegant: but the former wants that spirit and fire of genius,
tliat alone can make a history animated, and leave great impres-
sions on the mind; and the latter has too great a sameness in the
turn of the sentences, and abounds with too many affected
“ words.

“ 1 have also given my favourite Petrarch a second reading, and
was so much pleased with his lamentations over 'Laura, that |
selected the most beautiful passages, and threw them all together
in the form of an Elegy*, which | send you inclosed, but beg
you will return it as soon as you can, as 1 have no other copy.
| fear 1 shall not be at Oxford this Spring, but am not certain,
Give rny compliments to Poore, and tell him, if he will desccnd
from the starry temple of philosophy, and write to a very idle

* Works, vol. ir. p. 459.
“ fellow,
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“ fellow, I shall be glad to hear from him, especially as | *am
“ desirous of knowing his sentiments about my Treatise De Poesi
Asiatic™.”
V * * * * *

In the lyj~ner of this year. Lord Althorpe was settled at
Harrow, ancHMr. Jones, Avho accompanied him there, had the
satisfaction c”ieeing himself restored to the society of Dr. Sumner.
Their enthusiasm for literature was equal: the master contemplated,
with delight unmixed with envy, a rival of his own erudition in his
scholar, who acknowledged with gratitude his obligations to his
preceptor. Their intercourse, although interrupted, had never been
discontinued; and Mr. .Jones seldom suffered any considerable
time to elapse without visiting Harrow. During his residence
there at this period, he transcribed a Persian Grammar, which he
had three years before composed for the use of a sehool-lellow who
had been destined for India, but had sincc relinquished that object
for a commission in the army.

I find also from his correspondence, that he had begun a Dic-
tionary of the Persian Language, in which the princi])al words
were illustrated from the most celebrated authoi-s of the East: but
he expressed at the same time his determination rot to continue
the work, unless the India Company would purchase it at a con-
siderable expense.

The serious reader has probably remarked, that, amidst the at-,
tenlion of Mr. Jones to general literature. Religion has not been
mentioned as an object of his study, and he may be solicitous to
know his opinions on this intportant subject, and whether he had
made any, and what, progress in that knowledge, in-corpparison
of which all erudition is trifling, and human scicnce vain. Not-

withstanding
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Witlifstancling tlie anxiety of Mrs. Jones for the improvement of
Jier son, and her indefatigable exertions to promote it in his
early years, she had initiated him no further iifo *t prim~les of
our holy faith, than to teach him the Lord’s Pr»| |AN4I | »iostles*
Creed. During his residence at Harrow, at tmP/s?jest recom-
mendation of Dr. Glasse, whose name | mention \y h reverence,
Mr. Jones was induced to peruse a work, intit] 1, “ Private
Thoughts on Religion,” by Bishop Beveridge, with considerable
attention ; and he was partiicularly struck with a passage, in which
the pious author argues, that a profession of Christianity merely
because our countrymen profess it, without a candid enquiry and
sincere conviction, would be no better reason for our faith, than
the Mohammedans have for theirs. The observation readily sug-
gested to his recollection a famous couplet in Zayre, which
did not hesitate to apply to himself:

J'eusse etc prc(s du Gaiigp, esclave des faux dieux,
Clir6tienne dans Paris, Mussulmane en ces lieux.

I wish for my own satisfaction, as well as that of my reader,
that I were able to pronounce what impression the perusal of this
work made upon the mind of Mr. Jones. It is probable, and the
presumption is not advanced without reason, that it induced him
to reflect with more seriousness than he had ever before entertained
on the subject of religion, and to investigate the grounds on which
the Old and New Testament had been received, duriijg so many ages,
as the Word of Gpd. It is evident however, from a conversation
with two of his clerical friends at Harrow at this time, wheq,(i™Ne was
in his twenty-fourth year, that his belief in Christianity was not un-
mixed with doubts. These doubts were stated by him, in hopes of
obtaining a solution of them; but being disappointed, he declared his
drtprniination to peruse the whole of the Scriptures in the original
uninterruptedly, that he might be enabled to form a correct judg-

ment
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tnent of the connection between the two parts, and of their evidence
both internal andUfixtemal. The exposition of his doubts to those
whom jb~hougi I™alified to solve them, Avas a proof of his anxiety
to knoSpr the*%e-7; and the determination which he formed in
consequencti“yL”s disappointment, is no less a proof of his sin-
cerity in the£]arch of it. | cannot deny myself the satisfaction
of anticipatir*the conclusion to whith liis investigation led, a firm
belief in the authenticity and inspiration of the Holy Scrip-
tures.

In a Hebrew copy of the book of llosea, | find a series of
Propositions in the hand-writing of Mr. Jones, containing the
sketch of a demonstration of the divine authority of the Christian
Religion. These Propositions appear to have been written near the
period of the preceding conversation at Harrow. They are not
expressed with such accuracy or elegance, as to justify a supposi-
tion that they were intended to be made public; but as | know
that he always considered the demonstration contained in them
satisfactory, | exhibit them as evidence of his early conviction
of the truth and completion of the prophecies respecting our
Saviour.

PROPOSITION 1.

There is as™much reason to believe, that the writings of Isaiah
and the Hebrew Prophets, as that those of Homer and the Greek
Poetsijjjare more ancient than the time of Jesus.

Objeciim. Some men might have an interest in forging
Isaiah.

Ajiswer. Forged writings would have been more in point. Those
of Isaiah bear no marks of forgery; and the Jews themselves, who
Avere puzzled by them, acknowledged their antiquity.

K PfIOPO-
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PKOPOSITIOIr 11.
These ancient writings, especially Isaiah, to s™ e great
event, and to some real extraordinary person,MftN-*""?27put to
“ death, and complained not;” &c. Isaiah, chap.

PROP(ffel TION 111.
The life and death of Jesus, his virtues and doctrines, though
not his miracles, are as much to be believed, as the life and death
of Socrates, his virtues™ and his doctrine.

PROPOSITION V.

No person in the history of the Jews, before or after Jesus,
coincides with this account, except Jesus.

Therefore Jesus was the subject of their writings, which are con-
sequently inspired, and he a person of an extraordinary nature,,

that is, the Messiah.
If this be just reasoniug, we may believe his miracles, and must

obey his law.

I f difficulties occur, and we are asked, “ how they can be solved,"
we may safely answer, “ We do not knowyet we may truly be,
and justly be called Christians.

To these Propositions, the following note is subjoined;—* What
“ must be the importance of a book,” of which it.may be truly
said, if this book be not true, tlie religion which we protess is
“ false m

Mr. Jones returned with his pupil from Harrow, in the Au-
tumnal vacation of 1769» and availed himself of this opportunity
to visitfiis friends at Oxford. During 1" residence there, he made

an excursion to Forest Hill, the occasional habitation *of Milton;
for
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for whose genius and learning, he early and ever entertained the
highest venerati™ The public will read with pleasure his own
relaticft,jpf wh/ I/e saw and felt on this occasion, in an animated
letter «h”™ . ~re-"e to Lady Spencer.

To Lady SPENCER.
7th Sept. 1768.

The necessary trouble of correcting the first printed
sheets of my history, prevented me to-day from paying a proper
respect to the memory of Shakespeare, by attending his jubilee.
But | was resolved to do all the honour in ray power to as
great a poet, and set out in the morning in company with a friend
to visit a place, where Milton spent some part of his life, and
where, in all probability, he composed several of his earliest pro-
ductions. It is a small village situated on a pleasant hii), about
three miles from Oxford, and called Forest Hill, bccause it for-
merly lay contiguous to a forest, which has since been cut down.
The poet chose this place of retirement after his first marriage,
and he describes the beauties of his retreat in that fine passage
of bis L'Allegro:

Sometime walking, not unieen.
By hedge-row elns, on hillocks green.

* k X (e *

\Vhi)c the ploughman, near at hand,

Whislles o'er the furrow d land,

And the milkmaid singeth blithe.

And tH mower whets his scythe,-

And er’ ry shepherd tells his tale,

Under the hawthom in the dale.

Straight mine eye bath caught new pleaiures.

Whilst the landscape round it measures:; «
Eusset lawns, andlhllows gley,

m\Whefe the toibblingflocks do rtmy;,
MbuBtains,
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Mountains, on whose barren breast,
The lab’ring clouds do often rest;
Meadows trim, with daisies pied.
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide;
Towers and battlements it sees.

Bosom’d high in tufted trees.
« HH#* ef

Hard by, a cottage chimncy smokes.
From betwixt two aged oaksT 8ic.

It was neither the proper season of the year, nor time of the
day, to hear all the rural sounds, and see all the objects mentioned
in this description; but, by a pleasing concurrence of circum-
stances, we were saluted, on our approach to the village, with
the music of the raower and his scythe; we saw the ploughman
intent upon his labour, and the milkmaid returning from her
country employment.

As we ascended the hill, the variety of beautiful objects, the
agreeable stillness and natural simplicity of the Avhole scene, gave
us the highest pleasure. We at length reached the spot, whence
Milton undoubtedly took most of his images; it is on the top of
the hill, from which there is a most extensive prospect on all sides :
the distant mountains that seemed to support the clouds, the vil-
lages and turrets, partly shaded with trees of the finest verdure,
and partly raised above the groves that surrounded them, the
dark plains and meadows of a greyish colour, where the sheep
were feeding at large, in short, the view of the streams aqdj-ivers,
convinced us that there was not a single useless or idle'word in
the above-mentioned description, but that it was a most exact and
lively representation of nature. Thus will this fine passage, which
has afways been admired for its elegance, receive an additional
beauty from its exactness. After we had walked, with a kind of

poetical

#
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poetical enthusiasm over tliis enclianted ground, we returnefl to
the village.

TIiM close to the church, the greatest part of
it has been”ljInNifd down, and what remains, belongs to an adjacent
farm. | anrinformed that several papers in Milton”s own hand,
mere found y tixe gentleman who was last in possession of the
estate. The tradition of his having lived there is current among
the villagers: one of them shewed us a ruinous wall that made
part of his chamber, and | was much pleased with another, who
had forgotten the name of Milton, but recollected him by the

title of The Poet

It must not be omitted, that the groves near this village are
famous for nightingales, which are so elegantly described in tiie
Pensieroso. Most of the cottage windows are overgrown with sweet-
briars, vines, and honey-suckiies ; and that Milton's habitation had
the same rustic ornament, we may conclude from his description
of the lark bidding him good-morrow.

Thro' the sweet-briar, or the vine,.
Or the twisted eglantine ;

for it is evident, that he meant a sort of honey-suckle by the eglan-
tine; though that word is commonly used for the sweet-briar,,
which he coujd not mention twice in the same couplet.

ever pass a month or six weeks at Oxford in the Summer,
be inclined to hire and repair this venerable mansion, and
to make a festival for a circle of friends, in honour of Milton, the
most perfect scholar, as well as the sublimest poet, Uiat our country
ever produced. Such ai™~honour will be less splendid, but more
sincere and respectful, than all the pomp and ceremony on the

banks of the Avon. I have the honour, See.
Towards.
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fowards the end of this year, Mr. Jones accompanied the family
of Lord Spencer in a journey to the Continent. | cannot better
describe his occupations and reflections during tiCXiiXCursiom than

in his own words;

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.
Uh Feb. 1770.

The date of my letter will not fail to Surprize you;
for I do not write from the plains, through which the Thames or
Isis, «<0 justly dear to me, glides, but from the foot of the Alps,
and in front of the Ligurian sea.

I have resided in this delightful little spot nearly three months;
it was not possible therefore for me to receive your two most
ac"\peptable letters, dated in September and January, before my
departure from England; | have read them with singular pleasure,
to which their length did not a little contribute. You cannot con-
ceive my anxiety to peruse your Treatise on the Military Art of
the Turks; it is, | understand, deposited in Lord Spencer’s house
in London, but Yexpect to receive a copy by the first vessel which
sails from England for this port, and 1 will take care that the
three remaining copies shall be safely and expeditiously delivered
to your friends, and if yours, mine also, although I do not evea
know them by sight,

r

The approbation which your work Las received in Germany,
delights, without surprizing me. It was first mentioned ton »~ a
nobleman of that country, apparentljr a man of taste and aiffiftjle
manners, who holds, | believe, a public office at Milan; and he
promised not only to send it to me, but to inform me of your
health, and where to addi”*ss you; a promise which gave me the

- iVppendik® No. 11

greatesi
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greatest satisfaction: for | suspected (forgive the injustice of*the
suspicion), that I ™ longer retained a place in your remembrance,
and in consequ”™' j i despaired of hearing from you, unless 1 first

wrote suspense, | received your two most welcome
letters with Nj|>rteen odes: they are not only worthy of the lyre,
but the lyre  which they are sung, ought to be of gold. | am

indeed prout” )f your condescension in asking my opinion of them,
as | can by no means think myself entitled to such an honou/. L
will however make my remarks upon them as well as | can, and
return them to you when | receive an answer to this letter; for |
should be sorry to trust such precious writings to the uncertain con-

veyance oV the post..

This letter will probably reach you in a fortnight, and | beg
you to gratify me by an early acknowledgment of it; for | assure
you with great truth, that nothing, aim give me more pleasure than
a letter from you, however hasty. ' perhaps wish to know ho\r
I employed my time after your departure from England; a short
explanation will suffice. Amongst other occupations, 1 revised
and corrected my Commentaries o\ Oriental Poetry, and when |
was preparing an accurate trans”iption of the manuscript for
your perusal, I was unexpectedly interrupted by a business of more

importance*.

I had scarcely brought this work to a conclusion, when, in con-
sequgew of the sudden indisposition of the younger sister of my
pupil/Npvho frequently talks  you) her father determined to pass

- The buuiress here alluded to, is the translation of the life of Nadir Shah,
circrstanceB of which hate been already detailed, and are repeated in another letter;
the particular neatioa «aade of them ia the letter before the readar” is theiefore ua-

toaated.
the
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the winter “Vvith his family in Italy, or the South of France. | was
therefore under tVie necessity of entrusting my history (as the King
of Denmark was anxious for its publication) lo a”’Jenchmc”j upon
whose accuracy | could depend, for correct!neg”y”si”™ of the
press. | havejust learned from him, that the worP~~.mted ; and
I will take care that not even his Danish Majesty Jtall receive a
copy of it before you. Having thus left England, I e repaired to
Paris, and after rather a tedious residence there, we proceeded with
great rapidity by the Rhone to Lyons, and from that place con-

tinued our jouniey by Marseilles, Frejus, and Antibes, to Nice,
M'licre Spring in all her charms perpetual reigns.
And banish’d Winter flies the blooming plains.

Even here we shall remain longer than | wish; but | hope to return
to England by the beginning of June. | propose, however, if |
should have an opportunity, to cross the sea about the middle of this
month, and visit Florence, that celebrated colony of tlie Trium-
viri, and the cradle of reviving literature, as well as Rome, the
nurse -of ail elegant arts, and perhaps Naples; but on this plan
you shall hereafter know my determination. You may perhaps
enquire, what are my occupations at this place: | will tell you in
few words; music, with all its sweetness and feeling; difficult
and abstruse problems in mathematics; the beautiful and sublime
in poetry and painting; these occupy all my senses and thoughts;
aior do | neglect the study of the military art, which it would be
the greatest disgrace to an English gentleman, not tp be acquainted
with. 1 have written much in my native language, and amongst
other things a little Tract on Education, in the manner of Aristotle,
that is, the analytic manner. | have moreover begun a trtgedy,
to which I have given the title of Soliman, whose most amiable
son perished miserably, as you know, by the trcachery of a step-
mothef. The«tory is full of the most affecting incidents, and has
more sublimitj even than the tragedies of iEschylus, as it aJboui”s

with
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with Oriental images. | send you translations of two odes, one
froiii Hafez, the-~her from the very ancient Arabic poet; but 1have
adap | *»”™he of the latter to tlic Roman manners, and 1 fill

therer U”™ .S he paper with a Greek epigram, in imitation of
a little Eri~nrMi song.  Farewell.  You shall have your papers as
soon as | am informed that you have received this letter.

* Mr. JONES to N. B. HALHED.
Nice, March I, 1770.

I received your short letter with great pleasure, as
it convTnfied me, that you were not insensible of niy esteem for
you, and such as resemble you. | wrote immediately to my friends,
as you desired, most earnestly requesting them to promote your
views, as if my own interest were concerned ; if they accede to my
wishes in this respect, they will oblige me and tkemselves too; for
doubtless 1 shall be ready to make them every return that I can.
I think however that I shall have it in my power to serve you more
eflfectually, after my return to England ; and 1 beg you to believe,
that no inclination or efforts on my part, shall ever be wanting to
promote your wishes.

My health is good ; but I long for those enjoyments, of which |
know not well how to bear the privation. When 1 first arrived here,
I was delighted with a variety of objects, rarely, ifever, seen in my
own country,—olives, myrtles, pomegranates, palms, vineyards,
aronm” plants, and a surprising variety of the sweetest flowers,
bloo”iihg in the midst of winter. But the attraction of novelty
has ceased ; | am now satiatctl, and begin to feel somewhat
of disgust. The windows of our inn are scarcely thirty paces from
the sea, and, as Ovid beautifully says—

Tired, on the uniform ezpanie | gaze.

* Appendix, No. 18.
L - I have
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I have tlierefore no other resource than, with Cicero, to count the
waves, or, with Archimedes and Archjtas, to n™”ure the sands.
I cannot describe to you how weary | am of my
anxiety to' be again at Oxford, where I might or phi-
losophize with Poore. If it be not inconvenient, 1 ~vm you would
write to me often, for | long to know how you and our friends are:
but write if you please in Latin, and with gaiety, for it grieves me
to observe the uneasiness under which you appear to labour. Let
me ever retain a place in your affection, asyou do in mine; continue
to cultivate polite literature; woo the muses; reverence philosophy;
and give your days and nights to composition, with a dijF*regard

.however to the preservation of your health.

» Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKL
Nice, April 1770.

It is impossible to describe ray vexation at not
hearmg from you, and | can only conclude that you have not
received my letter of February, or, what would be more unpleasant,
that your letter has miscarried, or finally, what | dread even to
suspect, that | no longer retain a place in your remembrance.
I have vnritten to you from this place, not (as Cicero says to Luc-
ceius) a very fine epistle, but one that | cannot but think would
be acceptable to you, because it was very long, and contained,
besides, much information respecting myself. After a sufficient
time for the receipt of an answer, which I most anxiously expected,
I daily enquired if there were any letters from Vienna;,—non”~”~one,
was the reply day after day. My anxiety and uneasiness at this
disappointment daily increased, and nearly two months are now
elapsed without a line from you. What can | do”* or what shall |
devise ? | fear to trust your papers, which you desired me tp

* Appendix™ No. 13.
return,
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return, to a conveyance so hazardous as the post ; although I am
persuaded it wi**\be inconvenient for you to be so long without
them alt™ 1j~h | cannot venture to send them before | hear
from my remarks, which you may throw into the
fire, if you™” not like them —they are, as 5“ou seemed to wish,
somewhat hypercritical, and perhaps too severe.

Your Treatise on the Military Art of the Turks, delighted me
exceedingly ; nothing can be more useful or opportune. As I
cannot depend upon this letter reaching you, | write but little,
having no wish to talk to the winds, and risk the loss of time,
which | can better employ. | expect to leave this town about the
middle of the month. My proposed Italian expedition is deferred
to a future period. Farewell, ray Charles, and remember me, as I
do you. After my return to England, | will write to you fre-
guently, and my letters shall be longer and more cheerful.

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.-Date erased.

Although | cannot possibly receive an answer to my
letter before | leave this place, | will not have to reproach myself
for neglecting an opportunity of writing to you. 1 concur most
heartily in your sentiments on the pleasures of travelling, as on all
other subjects”™ nothing, in mj' opinion, can be more useftil or more
delightful. How much more agreeable would my journey be, if
I coijM make Vienna a part of it, where | might enjoy your
conv«ation, philosophize with you, trifle away an idle hour, or
explore with you the hidden treasure* of poetry. As | am de-
prived of this happiness, | shall take the liberty of saying some-
thing not so favourable of the pleasures, which 1 actually enjoy.
I am disgusted with the odious rattle of French gaiety ; and the

* Appendix, No. 14.
calm
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calm serenity of an Italian sky has something gloomy in it. | am
so much in love with myself, i, e. so much besitkapiyself, that, in
my own eyes, | appear more worthy of your fri®\jfjhip tj™r' ever.
You cannot conceive how different I am from me
in England. | was then young and thoughtless P*now | devote
myself wholly to polite literature, and the great objects of my
ambition are virtue, fame, and, above all, your friendship; objects
than which nothing can be more divine, estimable, or dear to me.
That | may not altogether write an unlettered letter, | send you a
Greek version of an English epigram. It was composed in a
calm night, by a friend of mine, and | translated it at his request.
I think it will please you, as it appears to have an affinity to the
style of Meleager, and other poets in the Anthologia*.

To Lady SPENCER.

Mce, April Mth, 1770,

It is with great pleasure, that I acquaint }our

Ladyship, that Mrs. Poyntz, Lady Harriet, and her brother, are
perfectly well; Mrs. Poyntz goes this morning to Villa Franca; |
am to be her knight, and am just equipped to mount my Rosi-
nant”™ ; Mademoiselle Annette is to go upon Lady Mary Somerset’s
ass; so we shall make a formidable procession. It is a delightful
morning,~and | hope Mrs. Poyntz will be pleased with her jaunt.
We have had very bad weather, violent rains, and storms of thun-
der in tlie night, a close, sultry heat all day, and a very sharp cold
every evening; but the spring seems now to be pretty well M ttled;
and | fancy we shall have a continually clear sky, and a mild air, as
long as we stay. We all promise ourselves great pleasure in our
journey homewards ; and we have great reason to believe it will be

- Sir William Jones's Works, vol. ii. p. 133—In the original, Mr, Jjpnes indulges
biinselfwith a play onwords, which cannot be imitated in the translation,

enchanti»gly
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encliantingly pleasant. | have every day more and more reason to
be pleased with the unfolding of my pupil’s disposition : your Lady-
ship wjjl perha. j/~hink these to be words of course, and what you
might if tb'e*.'M6 #>cct from any other pei-son in my situation ; but,
believe me, «ay them upon no other motive than their truth; for
if it were my nature to speak to any one what | do not think, |
should at least speak truly to your Ladyship, of whom I am, with
the greatest truth,
The obliged and grateful humble servant,

William Jones.

To Lady'SPENCER.

Paris, 4«A JMWfj 1770. ,

Your Ladyship will be surprised at receiving such a

parcel of papers from me; but | am willing to make amends for
not writing all last month. The truth is, | had nothing particular
to say at that time;, but on my arrival at Paris, 1 found a letter
from niy friend llevicuki, with a very spirited ode composed by him
upon the marriage of the Archduchess. 1 dare say Lord Spencer
will like it, and I. therefore take the liberty to inclose it for
him. | have marked in this manner O two or three passages that
are faulty; and | have put this sign ™ to one stanza that | do not
qguite understand. | have also sent with it the Baron's lettftr to mC,
which will serve as a comment upon many parts of thex>de. You
will have heavd of the shocking accidents that happened here the
nighi,of the fire-works. Above one hundred and thirty people were
kiliei”r; and several people of fashion were crushed to death in their
carriages. We had the good fortune to arrive here two days after
this dreadful catastrophe; which perhaps has saved sojoie of us, if
not from real danger, at least from the apprehension of it. We
shall™* not be sorry to see England again, and hope to have that
pleasure very soon. Soon after my. return, I- think of. going tQ
Oxford
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Oxford for a short time: but if Lord Altliorpe goes back to school

this summer, as | sincerely hope he will, I shall not go to Col-
lege till jA\ugust; for I am convinced that a w,J>lic sc”™ol has
already been, and will continue to be, of the hiKH»a] (] | to

him in every respect. While Mrs. Poyntz staid at*yons, | made
an excursion to Geneva, in hopes of seeing Voltaire, but was dis-
appointed. | sent him a note with a few verses, implying that
the muse of tragedy had left her ancient seat in Greece and Italy,
and had fixed Irer abode on the borders of a lake, &c. He returned
this answer: “ The worst of French poets and philosophers is

almost dying; age and sickness have brought him to his last day;
<he can converse with nobody, and entreats Mr. Jones to excuse
< and pity him. He presents him with his humble respects.” But
he was not so ill as he imagined; for he had been walking in his
court, and went into his house just as | came to it. The servants
shewed me somebody at a window, who they said was he; but I
had scarce a glimpseof him. | am inclined to think that Voltaire
begins to be rather serious, when he finds himself upon the brink of
eternity and that he refuses to see company, because he cannot dis-
play his former wit and sprightliness. 1 find my book* is published;
I am not at all solicitous about its success : as | did not choose the
subject m”™self, 1 am not answerable for the wild extravagance of
the style, nor for the faults of the original; but if your Ladyship
takes the trouble to read the dissertation at the end, you may
perhaps find some new and pleasing images. The work has one
advantage, it is certainly authentic. Lady Georgiana is so good
as to enquire how Soliman goes on; pray tell her he is in"reat
affliction, as he begins to suspect the innocence of Mustafa, who
is just slain. To be serious; my tragedy is just finished; and I
hope to shew it to your Ladyship in a short time.

lam, 8cc. William Joves.

e Translation of the Life of Nadir Shab.
Da
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Dc La Fontaine is with us; he seems very well, but is still
weak and complaining. | must add a little stroke of French
courage, which 1 have just heard. In the midst of all the dis-
asters of the .”~re-works, the Mareschal de Richlieu was. in such
a panic, that mhe got out of his carriage, and screamed out,
Est*ce qii'on veut laisser perir un Mareschal de Franco? N'y
a-t-il personne pour secourir un Mareschal de France >—This will
be an eternal joke against him |—

e Mr. J>ONES to C. REVICZKL
Spa, July 1770.
What an idle, unsettled fellow I am 1 | fly over

Europe, scarcely stopping any-where. We passed the winter at
Nice, enjoyed the spring in France, and | am now spending the
summei (if this rainy season may be so called) on the borders of
Germany. | certainly can without any risk send your manuscripts
from this place, and | advise you by all nieftns to publish them.
They are worthy of your acknowledged talents, and will ensure you
the applause of all the learned. 1 say this without flattery, which
is indeed foreign to ray character. The criticisms which | sent to
you, are full of errors; and you must reccive them with great
allowance; for during my residence at Nice, I was wholly with-
out ancient books, or other aids, to which | am in the habit of
applymg, nor do 1 now possess them.

I have received your French letter, with an incomparable ode
I wa« particularly charmed with that happy transition in it

O'er kindred, or g er friendship' * hier

Affection pours a transient tear>—

Soon flies the cloud ; the solar rays

Disperse the gloom, and brighter blaze.

¢ Appendix, No. 15.
N Believe
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Belireve me, when T read these lines, I could scarely restrain my
tears; for nature has that power over me, that I am more affected
by the beauties of a tender simplicity, than by the loftiest figures
of poetry; and hence I am more delighted with a passage in the
firet Pythian ode of the divine Pindar concerning the Muses, than
by his elaborate description of the Eagle and iEtna*.

IVhat shall | send in return for your present? Accept the ac-
companying ode, which is at least valuable for its antiquity. You
will perhaps smile; it is not an epithalamium on the marriage of
Antoinette the Dauphiness, but contains the eulogiuiji of a very
ancient Chinese monarch, whose name, though a monosyllable
only, I have forgotten. When | read the works of Confucius,
translated by Couplet and others, | was struck with admiration at
the venerable dignity of the sentiments, as well as at the poetical
fragments, which adorn the discourses of that philosopher. They
are selected from the most ancient records of Chinese ix>etry, and
particularly from a work, entitled Shi-king, of which there is a fine
copy in the royal library at Paris. | immediately determined to
examine the original; and, referring to the volume, after a long
study, | succeeded in comparing one of the ‘odes with the version of
Couplet, and analysed every word, or, more properly, every figure
iti it. Of this ode, 1 now send you a hteral translation-f*: it is a
composition of a wonderful dignity and brevity; each verse con-
tains four words only, hence the ellipsis is frequent in it, and
tJie obscurity of the style adds to its sublimity. | have annexed a

* But they on earth, or the devouring main,
Whom righteous Jove with detestation views.
With envious horror hear the heav' nly strain.

Exil'd from praise, from virtue, and the muse.

W est’s Tranelation.
+ Sir William Jones's Works, vol. il. p. 351.

poetical
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poetical version, making every verse correspond with the sense of
Confucius ; you will judge whether | have succeeded or not, it will
be sufficient for me if it please you. You know that this philo-
sopher, whom | may venture to call the Plato of China, lived
about six hundred years before the Christian a;ra, and he quotes’
this ode, as very ancient in his time. It may therefore be con-
sidered as a most precious gem of antiquity, which proves, that
poetry has been tlie admiration of all people in all ages, and that
it every-where adopts the same images. | must say a few words
upon another work, lest my long letter of February, containing a
particular account of it from first to last, should have miscarrietl,
I allude to the translation of the life of Nadir Shah, from JPersian
into French, a most disagreeable task» which | undertook at the
request of my Augustus, the King of Denmark, who, | doubt
not, will verify the high expectations entertained of him in EurdPb.
It was his special injunction, that the translation should be strictly
literal, that | should supply such notes as might be tiecessaryy and
finally, that | should add a %hort dissertation on the poetry tJf the
Persians. | finished this tiresome work to the best of my ability,
with such ex]x;dition, in compliance with the importunities

his Majesty, that the whole book, and more particularly the
dissertation, is full of errors. In the latter, | ventured to insert a
translation of ten odes of Hafez, from a very splendid but incor-
rect manuscript, and without the aid of any commentary. | have
written to the y;nder-Secretary of State, requesting him to send
you a copy of it' as expeditiously as pdssible; and 1 trust he will
not disa]pjx)int me. Excuse those errors which | could not perhaps
have avoided, if | had possessed th” greatest leisure, and which
the total want of it made almost inevitable. Excuse also the inser-
tion of the two odes”™ which you sent to me with a French translation
only; and lastly, I must beg your excuse for the liberty which I

could not avoid taking of mentioning my friend ; for 1 could not
M *, resist
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resisrt the desire of letting the King know, how highly I valued you.
ou will greatly add to the other prool't> | have experienced of your
indness towards me, by noticing tlie errors of the work, and par-
ticularly .of the dissertation, which I mean to publish in a separate
volume.

The King of Denmark, as 1 am informed, approves my work
much, and has some honours in view for me; but of what nature
I know not. When he was considering what rccompeiu;c he should
bestow upon me, a noble friend of mine informed his Majesty, that
I neither wished for nor valued money, but was anxious only for
some honorary mark of his approbation.

¢

I have directed a copy of your Treatise on the Military Art of the

s,' to be sent to his Majesty, because it is worthy his pejfgsal,
~d because you are the author of it. Do not suppose that I now
conclude, because I ”ave nothing more to say ; my mind, in truth,
overfHws with matter, and | have more difficulty in restraining my
pen, than to find topics for writing. But | will not abuse and
exhaust your patience with ray loquacity, or my sake, take care
of your health.

e C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.
Vienna, Augusts, 1770.

Indeed, my dear Sir, I cannot think you much to
be pitied, for having past a year in travelling through various cli-
mates and regions; on the contrary, | think it extremely fortunate
that.you have had an opportunity which you are well qualified to
improve. You have escaped the severity of winter in the mild and
temperate climate of Italy, you have enjoyed the spring in France

* Appendix, No. 16.
and
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and England, and you arc now spending the summer on the 1:.0n-
fines of Germany, in a place, which is the general rcndexvous of
Europe; and where you may sec, at a glance, an assemblage of
various nations. Is not this™ delightful ? Is not the great advan-
tage of travelling, to explorfe the characters of different people ?
I can»however easily conceive the inconvenience which a man of
letters must sufi'er from the want of means and opportunity to
pursue his studies, and «this alone is sufficient to dimiitish the
pleasure of~it. n

I am exceedingly obliged to you for the extraordinary com-
position with which you fovoured me; it is indeed a literary
curiosity. But pray inform me, when you learned the Chinese lan- .
guage; | did not suspect that this was one of your accomplish-
ments, but there are no bounds to your acquisitions as a liri] | |kt
I am the more delighted with this litUe performance, as | can”iy
upoji it as a faithful translation from the ChLrMne language, of whi8h
the few things we have translated appear very suspicious” it has
not only tlie merit of being very ancient, but in your version
appears even elegant. | impatiently expect your life of Nadir
Shah ; and | beg you to accept my thanks for your attention, in
requesting the Under-Secretary of State to forward a copy of it to
me; nor am 1 less anxious to peruse the essay, which you have
annexed to it, on Oriental poetry. | admire yoAr condescension in
submitting tRis work to my criticism; you must be sensible that
you incur littla risk by it, and that you are jjure of my approbation.
I shall however bo obhgcd to point out one fault, which is no
trifle,—your mentioning me in such honourable terms. | have no
claim to this distinction, although, if I had foreseen your intention,
I would have at least exerted myself to deserve it. There are
Several of our Vienna ladies and gentlemen now at Spa, who are
all well Morthy of your acjquaintance. | am informed that Lady

Spencer
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Spencer is an intimate friend of the Princess Ezterhazy; she can
introduce you to the acquaintance of an amiable and respectable
lady, who knows how to estimate the value of persons of merit. |
have nothing at present worth troubling you with. 1 reserve this
pleasure for a future opportunity, and in the mean time am, with
great respect and veneration,

Your very humble seivant,

Reviczki.

» C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.

Vienna, Oct. I6th, 1770.
Although your last letter .gives me no information of
your intended destination after your departure from Spa™ | con-
clude from your very silence, that you are now in London. This
odj”™n is confirmed by the late receipt of your letter. | was de-
pnved of the pleasure of hearing from you during my excursion
into Hungary ; nor did your letter reach me till after my return to
Vienn”Btlong subsequent to its date, and when the subject of it
was in fact obsolete. Most sincerely do | hope that your wishes
may be gratified, and that after so much travelling, I may have

the .pleasure of seeing you at Vienna.

The French are light and frivolous, the Italians effeminate and
enervate, and the Germans may perhaps be dull and morose; yet
they are not on this account to be despised, for if nature has.not
endowed them with the more elegant qualities, they possess what
is more valuable, and win the affections of strangers by plain
dealing and simplicity of mamiers.

I give this testimony to the character of the Germans, without
partiality, for I am as much a stranger in Germany, as | lately

¢ Appendix, No. 17.
was
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was in England; and no one, atall acquainted with the character
and country of the Germans and Hungarians, can possibly consider
them the same, for they arc not only dissimilar in disposition,
language, and manners, but in their very nature. | will not how-
ever dissemble, but candidly confess the truth, that my' way of
life here is extremely pleasant; nor have 1 any doubt that you,
who are so accurate a judge of mankind, will one day readily
subscribe to my opinion of tliis nation.

I smile at your declaration that you are changed, and that you
hope to be more agreeable to me, from having renounced youthful
gratifications, and devoted yourself to the cultivation of literature
and the pursuit of virtue ; for my own part, I only wish to find you
again precisely the same as when | knew and admired you in
England, faultless and irreproachable. 1 confess indeed, thatw]

I particularly valued in you, was the happy talent of blendir

pleasure and recreation, with the most intense”study and thirst for

literature. N

Take care however, that you do not suffer the ardour of applica-
tion to deprive you of the gratifications of life, sufficiently brief in
their own nature; they are indeed so connected with literature,
that the wise and th6 learned only are qualified for the true enjoy-
ment of them. Take care also, that you have not hereafter reason
to complain, iri the words of Horace:

Ah ?»hy, whbiic slightedjoy» I vainlj mourn/—
W hy win not youth, with youthful thoughts, return?

The chastity of the Muses, and their enmity to Venus, isa mere
fable adapted to fiction; foi- poetry delights to repost on downy
pillows. | now turn to another subject. | have not yet received

your translation of the Persian manuscript which you promised me,
and
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aiitl wliicli indeed you seem to liavc sent; what has dehiyed its
arrival 1 know not, and will trouble j ou to enquire about it.

I have read again and again the beautiful English song, with
your elegant translation of it in two languages, and | am delighted
with it. | wonder however that you are so little satisfied with the
Latin version of it, with which lam highly pleased.

The last letter was received by Mr. Jones, after his return to
England. It may be regretted that lus correspondence during his
excursion to the Continent, should have been confined chiefly to
literary topics, and that his letters contain no observations of a
particular nature, on the characters and manners of the French,
Italians, and Germans, amongst whom he so long resided. Tliey
Ifchibit however what may be more interesting to those who are
anxious to explore his mind and feelings, an undisguised picture of
them; and for this reason, | more particularly regret that so few
of h% letters shourd have been preserved. The account which he
gives of his success in deciphering an ode of Confucius, isare-
markable proof of his ardour for universal literature, and of his
invincible application in the pursuit of it. He had before acquired
the keys of the Chinese language, and having accidentally dis-
covered, through the'medium of an inelegant translation, a treasure
locked up in it, he applies them skilfully, and, ~ith great per-
severance, obtains access to it.

Nothing remains of the Treatise on Education, mentioned by Mr.
Jones, except the plan; as it is short, | present it to ~he reader
in this place. He will probably regret with me, that the Treatise, if
it ever were completed, no longer exists. In the culture of his
own talents, Mr. Jones appears strictly to have pursued the objects

which
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>Thich he points out as the end of education in general, atid
to have attempted the attainment of them, by the means which

he recommends to others. This little sketch was written in his
twenty-third year.

PLAN OF AN F.SSAY ON EDUCATION.

A celebrated Eastern philosopher begins his first dissertation with
the following period. The perfect education of a great man, con-
sists in three points: in cultivating and improving his understanding;
in assisting and reforming his countrymen; and in procurirg to
himself the chief good, or a »xed and unalterable habit of virtue.

I have chosen the words of this silblime author, as iny subject
for a series of essays, in which | design to discourse on education
in its fullest extent, tracing it from its beginning witli the elemen-
tary parts of language, to the great end proposed by it, that is, the
ability to benefit mankind and ourselves, either in war or in peace,
by action or by speculation. 1 shall, however, make a ,slight
deviation from the ddinition of the philosopher, by fixing the good
of ourselves and our fellow-creatures, as the primary end proposed
by a liberal education; and by considering the ‘cultivation of our
understanding, and the acquisition of knowledge, as the secondary
objects of it. For knowledge must certainly be acquired before it
can be conveyed to others; the conscquence of actions must bt
known, before the good can be selected from tlie evil; and the
mind must be enlightened by an improvement of our natural
reason, before a proper distinction can be made between the real
and the apparent good. Now, as neither this knowledge can be
perfectly obtained, nor the reason completely improved, in the
short duration of human life, unless the accumulated experience
and wisdom of all ages and all nations, be added to that which we
can gain by our own researches, it is necessary to understand the

languages
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lafiguages of those people who have been, in any period of the
world, distinguished for their superior knowledge; and that our
own attainments may be made generally beneficial, we must be
able to convey them to othet' nations, cither in their respective
dialects, or in some language, which, from its peculiar excellence
and utility, may be in a manner universal. It follows, therefore,
that the more immediate object of education is, to learn the lan-
guages of celebrated nations both ancient ~d modern. But as
these cannot, consistently with reason and propriety, be taught
before our native tongue, our first steo must be to make ourselves
perfect masters of the language of the cRmtry in which we are born.

In consequence of this analysis, | intend to distribute ray disser-
tation into several distinct treatises; on language”™ on the under-
standingt on knowledge, on the good of mankind, and on the good of
ourselves, ov private happiness.

Bijit there are other acquisitions which must go, as it were, hand
in hand with those above mentioned. 1 mean those which refresh
and enliven the mind, and those which improve and adorn the
body. For as th» human mind, by reason of its earthly im-
pediments, cannot at all times support with equal advantage its
attention to abstracted subjects, but requires many intervals of
relaxation, it is necessary that some state be found between labour
and rest, to prevent the faculties from lying totally inactive. Hence
proceeds the use of polite literature, and of the liberal arts, of
poetry, of painting, and of music, which relieve the mind after
any violent exertion of its powers, and prepare it for the reception
of fresh knowledge with greater alacrity. And as the mind can
neither attend to instruction nor receive refreshment, unless the
body enjoy at least a moderate share of health, those exercises are
essentially necessary, which tend to procure or preserve it, and

which
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which have the double advantage, of strengthening the constitution,
by promoting a free and regular circulation, and of giving grace
yy the body, by forming it to easy and elegant.motions. Hence
arises the great advantage of manly sports, of dancing, of swim-
ming, of managing the horse, and of using every sort of weapon ;
to which must be added, the habit.of declaiming with an oratorical
voice and gesture, an exercise by no means general, but perhaps
more useful and more ornamental than any of the others. Con-
sistently with this division of necessary accomplishments, | shall add
two discourses, on the polit®*arts, and on exercise.
* ok H# # H##

From the terms in which Mr. Jones speaks of the tragedy of
Soliman, in one of his letters, it appears, that he was considerably
advanced towards its completion ; and from the mention which he-
afterwards makes of it, in another to Reviczki, it would seem that
it was actually finished, but | have in vain attempted to discover
any traces of it. The preface to Soliman, written by Mr. Jones,
has been communicated to me, but does not appear sufficiently
correct for publication. lie notices in it the'custom of jjoets to
send abroad their pieces with prefalory discourses calculated to
mislead the taste or judgment of their readers, arid exemplifies the
remark, by reference to Dryden, La Motte, and CorniSille. Of
Dryden, he observes, that, having composed tragedies in rhyme, he
thought it necessary to prepare the public for so novel an attempt
by telling them in his advertisements, that every tragedy should be
written in rhyme; that La Motte purposely violated the unities of
the Drama; while Corneille preserved them with' an exactness
approaching to affectation; and that each endeavoured in a prefa-
tory discourse to prove himself alone in the right. He disclaims all
idea of imitating a conduct, which he pronounces absurd and
useless, and contents himself ~with a few hints on the principles

which had diredied him in the composition of the tragedy.
N * The
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The object of theatrical representation, be remarks, is to convey
pleasure, and the hope of receiving it, is the inducement which
carries people to the theatre; observing, that Shakespeare delight*
and transports him, while Corneille lulls him to skep, and judging
of the feelings of others by his own, he concludes, that all who
understand both authors perfectly, must be affected in the same
manner. He determines therefore to take Shakespeare for his
model, not by adopting his sentiments, or borrowing his expressions,
but by aiming at his manner, and by striving to write as he sup-
poses he would have written himself, if he had lived in the eighteenth
century.

M ustapha, upon whose story the tragedy is founded, was put to
death by his father, Soliman the Magnificent, about the year 1553.
The history of tijis unnatural murder is pathetically related by
Knolles, in his General History of the Turks, who styles Mustapha

the mirror of courtesie, aud rare hope of the Turkish nation.”
In the representation of his tragedy, Mr. Jones intended to observe
closely the costume of the Turks, which he liad attentively studied.

Mr. Jones now determinod to enter upon a new career of life.
Whatever satisfaction lie might derive from his connection with the
noble family, in which he had undertaken the office of tutor, or
whatever recompence he might ultinjately hope to receive from their
gratitude or friendship, the situation did not altogether correspond
with hif* feelings, nor the extent of his views. To a spirit of in-
dependence, wliich from his earliest years strongly marked his
character, he united the laudable desire-of acquiring public distinc-
tion, and of making his fortune by his own efforts; above all, he
was animated with the n”ble ambition of being useful to his
country. In the capacijty of private tutor, his expectations were
bounded by a narrow prospect, and his exertions circumscribed;

whilst
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whilst ia the profession of the law, he saw an ample scope for'the
gratification of all his wishes; and from his extensive knowledge,
studious habits, and indefatigable industry, he had every reason to
expect the most brilhant success. The advice and importunity of
his friends conhrmed the suggestions of his own reflection, and he
resolved to resign his charge in Lord Spencer's family, and to
devote himself in future to the study and practice of the law. In
consequence of this determination, which he immediately ~executed,
he was admitted into the Temple on the nineteenth of September
1770.

His attention, however, was not at first exclusively confined to
kis professional studies, nor was it indeed to be expected, that
be would at once renounce his attachment to Orientai lear;iing and
literature in general. It would have required more than ordinary
sesulution to abandon at once, what Imd cost him so much pains
to acquire; the attainment of which had been the source both of
pleasure and distinction to him. But as his letters and tlu)9e of his
friends, during the two following years, contain all that 1 can say
of him, | refer the reader to Uieai for information, rather than to a
narrative of my own..

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.
March 1771

* A plague on our men in office,, who for six mol
have amused nr? wiih idle promises, which | see no prospect of
their fulfilling, timt they would forward my books and a letter to
you | They say, that they have notyet had an opportunity; and
that the apprehension of a Spanish war (which is now no more)-
furnishes them with incessant occupation. | have however so much-
to aay to you, that | can no longer delay writing; 1| wish indeed
* AppcDdix, No. 18.
X could.
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I could communicate it in person. On my late return to England, I

found myself entangled, as it were, in a variety of important corb-
siderations. My friends, companions, relations, all attacked me
with urgent solicitations to banish poetry and Oriental literature for
a time, and apply myself to oratory and the study of the law; in
other words, to become a barrister, and pursue the track of ambi-*
tion. Their advice in truth was conformable to my own inclinations;
for the only road to the highest stations in this country is that of
the law, and I need not add, how ambitious and laborious | am.
Behold me then become alawyer, and expect in future, that my
corrfespondence will have somewhat more of public business in it.
But if it ever should be my fortune to have any share in admi-
nistration, you shall be my Atticus, the partner of my plans, the
cojifidant of my secrets. Do not however suppose, that | have
altogether renounced polite literature. | intend shortly to publish
lay English poems,”and | nff*ali to bring my tragedy of Soliman on
the stage, when I'can firfd proper actors for the performance of it.
I intend also composing an epic pocmT”on'k noble subject, under
the title o f Britanneis: but this I must defer until 1 have more
leisure, with some degree of 1ndef>endence. In the mean tin>e, |
amuse myself with the choicest of the Persian poets; and | have
the good I'rtune to possess many manuscripts, which | have either
purchased or borrowed from ray friends, on various subjects, in-
cluding history, philosophy, and some of the most celebrated poetry

of Persia.

I am highly delighted with Jami’s poem of Yusef and Zuleika;
it contains somewhat more than four thousand couplets, each of
which is a star of the first brilliance. We have six copies of this
work at Oxford, one of which is correct; it has the vowel points,
and is illustrated with the notes of Golius. | also possess a copy,
which, as soon as | have leisure, | will print. "et me ask in the

mean
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nieaii time how you are employed ? Do you contiaue your oocu-
pation of elucidating your favourite Hafez ? 1 will most willingly
give all the'assistance in my power to the publication of your work>
if you wiH have it printed in London ; but | scarcely think that
any printer will undertake it at his own expense, unless the poems
are accompanied with an Englisii or French translation, for you
cannot conceive how few English gentlemen understand Latin. Let
me recommend to you therefore to give a literal version of Hafe;?
in French, witli annotations in the same language; and this I think
will be more acceptable even to your own countrymen, than a
IMatin translation ; though indeed you may annex to your work
such odes as you liave translated into that language. 1’'he new
edition of Meninski goes on tolerably well; I inclose a specimen
of the new Arabic types, and earnestly beg your *opinton upon
them, that any defects may be™ corrected as soon as possible. |
have had a copppr-plate engraving inad« of one of the odes of
Hafez, and may perhaps, when my circumstances afford it, print an
edition of Jami’s whole poem in the same manner. A work of this
kind on silken paper, would | doubt not bfe very acceptable to
the Governor of J5engal, and the other principal’ persons in India.
I cannot conceive what is become of the book w”ich | sent to you,
but I will take the first opportunity of transmitting a(«,fairer and
more correct copy, together with my little Treatise on the Literature
of Asia, and my Grammar of the Persian Language, which is printed
with some d<?gree of elegance; and | earnestly entfedt you to tell
me, if any thing is wrong in it, or any thing omitted, that the next
edition may be more perfect. | only wait for leisure to publish
my Commentaries on Asiatic Poetry.

Do not however imagine that I despise the usual enjoyments of
youth ; no one can take more delight in singing and danciAg than

I do, Bor in the moderate use of wine, nor in the exquisite beauty
1 of



04 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF

of the ladies, of whom London aflfords an cuchanting variety; but |
prefer glory, my supreme delight, to all other gratifications, and I
will pursue it through fire and water, by day and by night. Oh!
my Charles, (for 1 renounce all ceremony, and address you with
ancient simplicity) what a boundless scene opens to my view! if |
had two lives, | should scarcely find time for the due execution of
all the public and private projects which | have in mind |

Mr. BATES to W. JONES, Esq.

Silt; March ~lth,

Last night, | received from Mr. Williams your most
ingenious and satisfactory letter, for which my heartiest thanks are
due. If you have no objection to it, as | think you cannot, | pro-
pose to embellish my MS. with it, by sticking it into the book, in
fike manner as | have done my own account of it. It will be no
small addition to the curiosity of the book; for I cah easily
foresee, that in tim”s to come, a piece ofyour hand-writing will be

looked upon as a curiosity by virtuosi yet unborn.
c

In the mean time, | hope this letter does not preclude your
fulfilling your promise of obliging me with another visit (and | hope
still moreXjftfter your return from Oxford, at the end of the holidays.
I assure you, | wait for the end of those holidays, as impatiently
as most schoolboys dread and abhor it. Therefore 1 beg yaw
would favottf me with a line to apprise me of your rfcturn back to
town, that in case | should, in the dialect of Deptford, be moored
head and stern by the gout, I may let you know as much, to save
you the trouble of a visit, that will answer no end; butif I keep
clear from that malady, as I am at present, | shall beg you to take
a nightcap here, that we may spend one entire morning in Oriental
speculation, without the interruption of other company. For |

hav«
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have still many queries which you must resolve. | heartily ~ish
you a pleasantjaurney; and hope tliat, for the good of the Literati,
you'll be blessed with life and health to go on with the noble un-
dertaking you are engaged in, and that you'll meet with the
merited success,

I am, Sir, &c.

James Bates.

» Mr. JONES to D. B.

London, April 1771.
Your Persian book is more valuable than the cost-
liest jewel. Meninski, that universal scholar, has a copy exactly
like yours, and he describes it in his usual manner, that is, inele-
gantly, and in miserable Latin. From his description, you may
however estimate the real excellence of your book. | shall beg leave
to say something more about it myself, and as a poet, venture to
affirm, that the six most beautiful poems in tiie volume are far
more valuable for their intrinsic merit,* than for the elegance of the
characters in which they are written, or for the glowing tints of the

pictures which adorn them.

Tlie author of these poems was the very celebrated Nezami, who
assumed the name of Kenjavi; he flourished towards the close of
the twelfth century, and was the fevourite-of that illuslpous warrior,
and patron of literature, TogruJ, the son of Erslan.

The book comprises five poems, the last of which is divided into
two parts; the firsyt which is entitled The Treasury of Secrcis,
contains many fables, and various discourses on moral duties and
human affairs; Nushirovan, Kingi)f Persia, who, towards the end
of the sixth century, waged a successful war against the first Justin,

* Appendix, No. li?.
and
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an” Justinian are frequently introduced in it; Mohammed, the
legislator of Arabia, was born during his reign, and praises him
for hisjustice, in the Coran. The Persian poets Sadi, Hafez, Jami,
and others, frequently extol his virtues, and one of them has this

couplet:

For ages mingled with bis parent dust.
Fame still records Nushiroyan the Just.

The second poem commemorates the lives of a most amiable
youth, (named Mujnoon, or the Frantic, from his mad passion) and
his mistress, the beautiful Leili. The loves of Khosro and the
adorable Sherin, form the subject of the third poem. Khosro was
the twenty-third in descent from Sassan, and the grandson of
Nushirovan. The fourth poem has the title oi The Seven Figures,
and recites the history of King Beharam, whom the Greeks, with
their usual inaccuracy, call Varanes: but it more particularly de-
scribes his seven palaces, each of which is said to have been
distinguished by a particular colour. In the fifth, we have the life
and actions of Alexander ; it is however to be remarked, that the
Asiatics perpetually confound the Macedonian monarch with an-
other and very ancient king of the same name, and blend their actions
most ridiculously. Thus much about your book, and you may
depend upon what 1 say, as certain and not conjectural. | sin-
cerely rejoi”, that St. John’s College, at Cambridge, will possess
tfiis treasure by your gift; and 1 no less sincerely hope, that your
own University will boast some future scholar, capable of tho-
roughly understanding the elegance of the charming Nezami. If
any one wishes to obtain further information ijpspecling this poet,
let him consuft the pleasing work of Dowlat Shah of Samercand,
on the lives of the Persian poct™. | saw a beautiful manuscript

of it at Paris.— Farewell.
Y/
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Mr. JONES toJ. WILMOT, Esq.

Univ. Coll. Oxford, 3d of June, 1771.
MY DEAR WILMOT,

It makes me very hapj>y to hear that n)y Lonl
Chief Justice docs not retire on account of ill health, but from a
motive which docs him the highest honour. He will now tHijoy the
gi'eatest hapj)iness of human life, lase with dignity, after having
passed through the most honourable labour without danger. |
should think myself highly blessed, if I could pursue a similar
course ill my small sphere, and, after having raised a competency at
the bar, could retire to the bowers of learning and the* arts.

I have just begun to contemplate the stately edifice of the
laws of England,—
“ The gather'd wisdom of a tliousand years,”—
if you will allow me to parody a line of Pope. | do not see why the
study of the law is called dry and unpleasant; and | very much sus-
pect that it seems so to those only, who would think any study un-
pleasant, which required a great application of the mind, and exertion

of the memory. | have read most attentively the two first volumes
of Blackstone’'s Commentaries, and the two others will require much
less attention. | am much pleased with the care he takes to quote

bis authorities in the margin, which not only give a Unction to
what he asserts,*but point out the sources to which the student may
apply for more diffusive knowledge. | have opened two common-
*place books, the one of the law, the other of oratory, which is
surely too much neg”cted by our modern speakers. 1 do not
mean the popular eloquence, which cannot be tolerated at the bar,
but that correctness of style, and'*legance of method, which at
once pleases and persuades the hearer. But | must lay aside my
studies for about six. weeks, whilflU am printing my Grammar, from

0 which



98( MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF
(«

which a good deal is expected; and wiliicli 1 must endeavour to
luake as perlcct as a huinan work can be. MMien that is finished,
1 shall ~.tlend the Court of King’s Bcnch very constantly, ar.d shall
cither take a lodging in Westminster, or accept the invitation of a
friend, in Duke Street, who has made m” an obliging offer of
apartments.

I, am sorry the characters you sent me are not Persian but
Chinese, which | cannot decipher without a book, %hich I have
not at present, but tous Chinois qu’ils sont, | shall be able to make
them out, wh”n the weather will permit me to sit in the Bodleian.
In the mean time, | would advise you to enquire after a native of
China, who is now in London; 1 cannot recgllect where he lodges,
but shall know when | come to town, which will be to-morrow or

Saturday. | shall be at Richardson’s till my Grammar is finished,
unless | can buy aset of chambers in the Temple, which 1 fear #ill
be difficult. 1 will certainly call upon you in a day or two. On

one of the Indian pictures at your house, there was a beautiful
copy of Persian verses, which | will beg leave to transcribe, and
should be glad to print it, with a translation, in the Appendix to
my Grammar. | have not yet had my Persian proposals engraved,
but when you write to your brother, you would inuch oblige me by
desiring him to send me a little Persian manuscript, if he can pro-
cure it without much trouble. It is a small poem wi]iich | intend t5
print; we have six or seven copies of it at Oxford, but if I had
one in my possession, it would save me the trouble of transcribing
it. | have inclosed its title in Persian and English. | am very
glad that your family are well. | wish them joy upon every occa-
sion ; my mother and sister d”™ire their compliments to you, and
1 am, with great regard,
Y oi”™ most affectionately,
William JONES»
Mr.
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Air. JONES to Mr. HAWKINS.

AW 5, 1771
I shall ever gratefully acknowledge, dear S«r, my
obligation to you for trouble you take in inspecting my trifles.

Had Dryden and other poets met with such a friend, their poems
would have been more polished, and consequently more fit to see
the light. Your observations are so*judicious, that 1 wish you had

not been so sparing of them. | entirely approve of all "your
corrections. See.

As to the years, in which the poems were writtw, they are cer-
tainly of no consequence to the public; but (unless it be very
absurd) 1 would wish to specify them, for it would hurt me as a
student at the bar, to have it thought that | continue to apply
myself to poetry ; and | mean to insinuate that | have given it up
for several years, which I must explain more fully in the preface.
For a man who wishes to rise in the law, must be supposed to have
no other object. » *

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.
Henna, Oct. 13, 1771.
I have waited nearly twelve months to no purpose,
for an opportunity of sending you my last work, whigh at your
recommetidatiftn has been published ; the politeness of one of the
secretaries of the English embassy, who is returning to England,
has at last supplied it, by kindly offering to take charge of this
production of mine (unless you will call it yours) and deliver it to
you. It is my wislf to avail myself ~of the same opportunity to
thank you for your present, but it ~ not in my power to make you
the due acknowledgements: it is sufficient to proclaim your deeds.

¢ Appellllx No.20.

I admifc
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I admire your wonderful labour and learning, and more particu-
larly your diligence in the triple work, with whicti you have favoured
me; but | blush at the extravagant encomiums which you have
bestowed upon me. |If you persevere as you have begun in culti*
rating Oriental literature, the republic of*letters will be greatly
obliged to you. | am extremely anxious to know what rccompencc
his Danish Majesty, or your own Sovereign, at his recommendation,
has conferred upon your learned labours. | should rejoice to have
it in‘my power to congratulate you, and those who esteem you as
much as | do, on your distinguished merit having been honourably
rewarded.— Farewell.

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.
Ojford, Dec. 1771
Thirteen months, or rather I may say years, have
elapsed, without a line from my friend 1 | have however written "to
you t\"ice, oncc and very fully in Latin, last March, and again in
July, in a great hurry, in French. Th”se letters contained a detailed
account of my occupations and views, of the profession which I
had adopted, and of the splendid objects to which | ambitiously
looked forward. You have, | trust, received my four books, which
Mr. Whitchurch, Chaplain to our Ambassador, at my request pro-
mised to deliver to you at Vienna. I, recommend him to your
particular attention, as a young man of an excellent disposition,’
and very fond of literature. This will be presented to you byMr.
Drummond, a man of letters, who proceeds to Vienna for the
purpose of studying physic. You know that the medical profession
is held in the highest estimation with us, and, as Homer says,

A wise Physician, distinction claims.

- Appendix, No. 21.—This letter must have been written before the receipt of the
last from R e VIC ZKt. lil.

5 your



SIR WILLIAM JONES. 101

your reception of them both will, I hope, do credit to my recom-
mendation.

I beg your acceptance also of a little Philippic*, which 1 wrote
against an obscure coxcomb, who had the audacity to abuse our
Univereity, not with impunity, | trust, if the edge of my discourse
have any effect upon the senseless knave. “ | have disrjfueted,™*
(as Cicero says of his Commentaries) “ the French nation® How
goes on Hafez, our mutual delight? Shall we never see your
translation of his charming odes? 1ell me, if you like iny English
version of the second ode-f? it has been favourably received by my
own countrymen. 1 should like to translate several "more of his
odes, but I want leisure.

1 have not yet found any translator capable of doing justice to
your Treatise on the Military Art of the Turks. All agree that
your preface is both learned and elegant; but they urge, as you
yourself remark in the introduction, that the book does not cor-
respond with its title. The Principles of the Science of Government.

The original of this work in the Turkish language, with many
others printed at Constantinople, including a most beautiful copy
of the Odes of Mesihi, are deposited in the library of our Royal
Society. | beg to be informed if all the works published by
Ibrahim, which you so much commend, are to be purchased in
Germany, llutigary, or the Easton parts of Turkey; as in that
case, | should wisix to procure them.

What news from Turkey ? no mention of Peace ~ Whenever the
war with Russia is at an end, | "ilfcpose making an open and direct
application for the office of Minister at Constantinople; at present,

Works, vol. iv. p. 183. t Works, vol. ii. p. 244,
I can
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I can only privately whisper my wishes. The King is very well
disposed towards me; so perhaps are the men m power; and the
Turkish Company wish much to oblige me; all that I have to
apprehend, is the appearance of some powerful competitor who may
drive me off the stage. If I should succeed in my wishes, how
shall | bound for joy ! First, I shall enjoy your company at Vienna,
then 1 shall drink deep of Asiatic literature, ancJ | shall explore
the Turkish manners in their most hidden sources. If | am dis-
appointed, philosophy remains; the bar is open, and I shall not,
I trust, want employment; for the harvest of litigation is always
abundant. | shall apply to the study of eloquence, to poetry,
history, ancW philosoph}, each of which, if properly cultivated,
would occupy a complete life of

n “ SucUmen as live in these degenerate days.”

I could say much more, but I yield to the imperious summons (not
of Proserpine | hope, but) of the goddess, if there be one, who
]Presidcs over our tribunals. You may expect longer lettere in
future from me: and in the mean time | hope to hear very fully
from you.—Farewellf my dear friend.

Mr. JONES to Mr. HAWKINS.
WtstmimUr, Jan. 16, 1772.

As | have a frank directed to you, 1 take the
liberty to inclose a letter for my mother, which | beg“you will be so
kind as to send to her. | have%iothing at presentto sayonthe
subject of ray publication, except that you will be so good as to
send me the sheets of the rissays. under'cover, to Mr. Brudenell,
lest there should be any thing that may be altered. | entreat you
also to criticise my prose, as youf*liave done my verse, and to repri-
mand me severely, where ,.. find it stiff, forced, or obscure. I
forgot to mention another respectable scholar, who saw and ap-

proved
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proved my poen)s, | niean the present Bishop of St. Asaph, wiiosc
learning, to say a great deal, is as extensive as his virtues' are
amiable. Dr. Warton, of Winchester, is anotlicr excellent critic,
through whose hands my trifles shall pass before they see the light.
1 have dined with him at Sir Joshua Reynolds’s, where he paid me
a compliment before the whole company, which 1 cannot write
without blushirtg; he said, n)y Greek poems which he had seen in
manuscript, were worthy of ancient Greece. | dare say this 'earned
and ingenious nmn, will suffer me to send to him a copy of the poems
at Winchester, and that he will make his remarks very sincerely.
When 1 have coliect.ed the criticisms of these gentlemen, | will
compare them, anti add my corrections at the end, under the title
of emendations, as Poj)e has inserted his alterations in the text of
his poems, and set down the variations, or first readings, m the
margin. | think it will be better (as we must notlose theseason
for publication) to send the copies to my friends, as soon as the
trifle on Chess k printed, and to shew them the prose afterwards.

My Turkish History will go to the press on Monday. Lord
Radnor has given me leave, in the most flattering terms, to inscribe
it to him.

< | have a notion | shall be a great talker when | am at the bar;
for 1 cannot take up my pen without filling three sides of paper,

though 1 have nothing to say when | sit down.
I am, &c.

e Mr. JONES to ROBERT ORME, Esaq.
April 1772.
It is impossible fdt me to describethe delight and
admiration | have felt, from the perusal of your Historyof the

e Appendix, No, 22
War
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War in India. The plans, circumstances, and events of it, arc so
clearly described by you, that | felt an interest in them rather as an
actor than a reader.. 1was particularly pleased with your delinea-
tion of the lives and characters of those, who had distinguished
themselves by their actions or wisdom ; nor was | less delighted with
the elegance of your topographical descriptions; that of the Ganges
particularly pleased me; it is absolutely a pictufe. | have re-
marked, that the more polished historians of all ages, as well as the
poets, have been fond of displaying their talents in describing rivers.
Thus Thucydides describes the Achelous, and Xenophon the Te-
leboas, and both admirably, though in a different manner; the
latter with his usual brevity and elegance, tlie former with a degree
of roughness and maj;nificence not uncommon to him.  With
respect to your style, ifelegance consist in the choice and colloca-
tion of words, you have a most indubitable title to it; forj~ou have
on all occasions selected the most appropriate expressions, and have
given to them the most I>eautiful arrangement; and this is almost
the greatest praise, which a composition can claim.

The publication of the second part of your History, which has
been so long and earnestly looked for, will be highly acceptable to
those whose opinions you respect; and | need not say that it will
add to your reputation. Indeed it is not just, that the Coromanflel
coast only should receive the ornament of your pen, to the neglect
of Bengal, which an Indian monarch pronounced Vitc delight of
the world.

I f the reader should complain that the <*orrespondence presented
<0 him, is not always important or interesting, | can only plead in
excuse, my inability to make any"selection that would obviate this
remark, without being liable to the weightier objection of exhibiting
an imperfect picture of the character of Mr. Jones. To me it is

pleasing
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pleasing to trace him in his closet, unfold his meditations, develop
his projects, and follow him in his faniiUar intercourse with Jiis
friends; and whilst my admiration is excited by the ardour of his
mind, embracing iu idea excellence unattainable even by him,
and conceiving works impracticable from their extent, 1 participate
with equal pleasure in his relaxations aud amusements.

I'ne plan of the Epic Poem, which he n”entions in his letters to
his Polish friend, was sketched during his residence at Spa, in July
1770. The origijial manuscript has been preserved; aud 1 am
enabled to communicate it to the public*. The subject of the
poem was the supposed discovery of our island by “Iyrian adven-
turers, and he proposed to exhibit under the character of the
Drince of I'yre, that of a perfect king of this country; a character
which he pronounces the m{«t glorious aud beneficial of any tli"t
the warmest imagination can form. ” represents (to quote his own
words) the dangers to whiuh a King of England is necessarily
exposed, the vices which he must avoid, and the virtue”®, and great
gualities, with which he must be adorned. On the whole, “ Britain
“ discovered" is intended as a poetical panegyric on our excel-
lent Constitution, and as a pledge of the author’s attachment to it;
as a national epic poem, like those of Homer, Virgil, Tasso, and
Cartioens, designed to celebrate the honours of his country, to dis-
play in a striking light the most important principles of politics and
morality, and *to inculcate these grand maxims, that nothing can
shake our state, while the true liberty of the subject remains united
with the dignity of the sovereign; and that in all states, virtue is
the only sure basis of private and public happiness.

He reserved the com])letion of the poem to a period of leisure
and independence which never arrived; and although after an in-"

* A.
p terval
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e*al of some years, be resumed the idea of composing an Epic
Poem on the same subject, but with considerable alterations, he
never extended the execution of it beyond a few lines.

Whether ihe Turkish History, which Mr. Jones mentions as ready
for the press, was ever finished, I am not informed; part of the ori-
ginal manuscript still remains; the introduction* to it was printed,
but not published, and will form a number in the Appendix.

The anticipation of future prospects suggested by the fervour of
youthful imagination, is too common to all, but particularly to
men of genius, to excite much surprise; and of them it has btcn
generally and justly remarked, that what has been jjcrformed by
them, bears little proportion to what was projected. In their pro-
gress through life, impediments occur to the execution of their
plans, which the mind at first eagerly overlooks; wiiilst time, im-
perceptibly advancing, deprives them of the power and even of the
iticlination to complete what has teen designed with so much
ardour. They find what experience daily proves, that the duties
of life can only be properly performed, when they are the primary
objects of™ur regard and attention.

The little discourse, to which Mr. Jones humourously alludes in
his letter to Reviczki, was a letter in French, addressed to Mon-
sieur Anquetil du Perron, and printed in 1771* Tlie Frenchman
had published, in three quarto volumes, an account of his trajiels
in India, the life of Zoroaster, and some supposed works of that
philosopher. To this publication he prefixed a discourse, in which
he treated the University of Oxford, and some of its learned mem-
bers and friends of Mr. Jones, with ridicule, and .disrespect. From

~the perusal of his works, Mr. Jones was little disposed to agree \yith

= Appendix, B.
Monsieur
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Monsieur du Perron, in the boasted importance of his comniunica-
tions; he was disgusted with his vanity and petulance, and par-
ticularly offended by his illiberal attack upon the University, which
h” respected, and upon the persons whom he esteemed ~d ad-
mired. The letter which he addressed to M. du Perron was
anonymous; it was writffen with great force, and expresses his
indignation and contempt with a degree of asperity, which the
judgment of matufer years would have disapproved. ProfeMor
Biorn Sthul, a Swedish Orientalist, says of it, that he had known
many Frenchmen so far mistaken in the writer, as to gscribe it to
some hel esprit of Paris. S*uch in their opinion was the brilliancy
and correctness of its style. Dr. Hunt, the Laudian Professor of
Arabic, at Oxford, who had been contemptuously mentioned by

du Perron, addressed the two following letters to Mr. Joftes on this
occasion:

DEAR SIR, Church, Oct.2i, 1771.

I have now found the translation of all the remains
of Zoroaster, mentioneil in your last, and think, upon an attentive
perusal of it, that the account which Dr. Fraser has given of it is
true. ' N

I never told Perron, that I understood the ancient Persic lan-
guage ; and I am authorized by Mr. Swinton, who was present all
the time Perron was with me, to say, thatiie never heard me tell
him so. | might perhaps say, that | knew the old Persic chnractery
as given by Dr. Hyde; but to a further knowledge of the language
I never pretended, nor could 1 tell him that | did. But for a
proof of the veracity of this fellow, | beg leave to refer you to page
461. of his prelimjjiary discourse, where he says, that he made me
a present of a fine Sanskirrit, (or, as he calls it, Sanskrotan) alphabet*
and that he promised Dr. Barton and vfr. Swinton, to send them

* 4 alphabets
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alphabets of the several Asiatic languages; whereas he neither
made me the j>resent, nor performed the promise to them. Mr.
Swinton says, he can furnish with other instances of this French-
man’s veracity, which he has promised to do in a few days, 'in
the mean time, I am. See.

n Thomas Hunt.

dear SIK, Church, Nov. 28, 1771.

I Teceived the welcome present of your excellent
pamphlet against Perron* in due time, and yesterday | was fa-
voured with your kind letter; for both which | return you niy
hearty thanks, 1 should have thanked you for your pamphlet
sooner, but have been out of town. | have read it over and over
again, ancl think the whole nation, as well as the Universi-ty and
its members, are much obliged to you for this able and spirited,
defence. | acknowledge myselfto be so in a particular manner,
and so does Mr. Swihton, who d”ires his compliments and thanks.
But there is one thiftg which Mr. Swinton seems to doubt of, which
is, whether there has been such a general destruction of the
writings of the ancient Persians as you imagine tliere has been.
For my own part, till some better proof can be giyen of the authen-
ticity of those books, which have been produced as the genuine
compositions of that ancient j>eople, than what 1 have yet seen
given, | am inclined to be of your opinion. At least, tliis | aia
sure of, that if the books, which Alexander, Omar, See. destroyed,
were no better thaa those which have been published, the world has
had no great loss ; witness the insufferable jargon which you have
given from their writings in the 38th and 41st, &c. pages ofyour let-

ter; to which, as this bulky performance of Perronf will, be but in few
liands,

Works,, vol. iv. p. 583.
t Mens. Anquetil du Perron made a voyage to India, in 1755, for the purpose of ac-
quiring the ancient liangu»ge ot' Persia, and that of the Bramins. His ardour/or this
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hands, it may not perhaps be amiss to add some others. But,* as
Mr. swinton has suggested, that he has some doubts about the fate
of the writings of the old Persians, | think you would do well to
consult him, before you publish your English translation.

I am glad you intcn# to oblige the world with an English
translation of your letter; and if, among the anecdotes which Mf.
Swinton sent you, yfeu will be so good as to insert that, wherein he
says, that he was present all the time that Perron was with me, but
does not remember that 1 ever told him that 1 understood the
ancient Persian language, | shall be much obliged to you. 1 am

nndertaking was go great, that he engaged himself to the French Eust-India Company as
a private soldier, as aft'ording the speediest means of accomplishing the voyage, but »ojiie
friends procured his discharge, and a small pension for him from the Crown of France.
He arrived at Pondicherry, in 1755, and, after travelling over various parts of India, by
the assistance of the Government of Bombay, was enabled to return to Europe in mi
English vessel, and landed at PortkKuv/~ujJi, in Noveml>cr He brought with him
many Oriental manuscripts, which he afterwaj”s carried to Francc# and in 1771 published
three quarto volumes, containing an account of his travefs, and the information which he
had obtained in the course of them, unfler the general title of Zind-Avetta, Ouvrage de
Zoroaster. |

In a discourse addressed to the Asiatic Society at Culcuita”™ in 1780, Sir yjjNiUium Jones
speaks of him, a# “ having had the merit of undertaking a voyage to ludiatn”iis earliest
‘e youtlii, with no other view than to recover the writings of Zeratus (Zoroaster) and who
“ would have acquired a brilliant reputation in Frants, if he had n6t gullied it hy his
“ hnmoderate vanity and virulence of temper, which alienated the good-will even of his

" own countrymen.* In the stuiw; discoui-se, he afiirms, that M. Anquetil most cer-

tainly hatl no knowledge of Sanscrit.

In 179S; M. Anquetil ~iblislied a work, entitled™ L'[nde en r”]iport avec
which i? more remarkable for the virulence of its invectfves against the English, and for
its numerous misrepresentations, than fw the information which it contains, or the sound-
it conveys. In the summary of jts contents,, stated in the

I*Europe,

ness of the reflections whic4i
title-pjigc, he professes to give a detailed, accurate, and terrific pictur”™of the English

Machiavelism in India, aiftl he addresses his work in al*nting bombast dedication to the

jnanc's of Duplci.t and l.aboindoHnais. It does not appear tiiat the temper 6f Mr. A.

has been meliorated, iilthougli he had then nearly aUained his tOiii year,
sure
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sure | nev(” pretended, nor could pretend, to any further knowledge
of it, than that of the alphabet, as given by Dr. Hyde.
I am, &c.

Thomas Hunt.

The small vohimc of poems*, consi?lting chiefly of translations
fconi the Asiatic languages, with two prose dissertations annexed,
was published in 1772. We may be allowed to smile at the solici-
tude, which Mr. Jones expresses in his correspondence on the
subject of this publication, to avoid the imputation of devoting
that time to the Muses, which belonged to his professional studies,
whilst we participate with pleasure the effects of his devotion to the
objects of his admirationbut his anxiety tor his literary reputa-
tion, in defeiTing the publication of his poems until they had
received all the improvements which care and attention, assisted by
the criticisms of his friends, could bestow, is highly praise-worthy.

On the 30th of*April, 1772, Mr. Jones was elected a Fellow of
the Royal Society, and admitted on May the l4th of the same
year. He does not appear to have communicated any paper for
the Philo«ophical Transactions.

From the first entrance of Mr. Jones into the University, until
Michaelmas 1768, when he took the degree of A. B., he had kept
the teims regularly; from that period to 1773, only occasionally.
In the Easter terra of that year, during the Encaenia, he took his
master's degree. It was on this occasion, that he composed an
oration with an intention, which he did not execute, of speaking it
in the Theatre. The speech was published ten years after, and
exhibits a striking memorial of independent principles, and well-
cultivated abilities:—to vindicate learning from the malevolent as-

* Works, vol.iv. p. 399.

persion
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persion of being destructive'of manly spirit, unfavourable to fr™o-
dom, and introductive to slavish obsequiousness; to su]|port the
honour and independence of learned men, to display the transcend-
ant advantages of the University of Oxford,— were the topics, which
he had proposed to discuss; but on which the limits prescribed to
his oration, forbad him to «acpatiate.

The animation of his language sliews, that these topics were ever
near his heart: an ardent love of liberty, an enthusiastic veneration
for the University, a warm and discriminate eulogtum ou learned
men, who devoted their talents and labours to the cause ofreligion,
science, and freedom, characterise his discourse ; of which, part has
been lately quoted with applause by Dr. Parr*.

The kindness of a contemporary student has communicated au
anecdote in proof of his particular aversion to the logic of the
schools, that, in an oration which he pronounced in University-
Hall, he declaimed violently against Burg('rsdiscius, Cracanthorpius,
and the whole body of logicians in the College of Queen Philippa,
his opposite neighbour. Of his uncommon nidustry, many proofs
might be enumerated, and among others the copying of several
Arabic manuscripts, of which one was the entertaining romance
of Bedreddin Haxmn”™ or, Aladdin’'s Lamp, from a most elegairt
specimen of Arabian calligraphy.

Nor was he less remarked for an affectionate attention to his
mother and sister, >vho resided at Oxford ; such portion of his time
as he could spare from hb studies was given to their society, and
during his ixjcasional absence from the University, he was regular
in his correspondence with his motlier.

* Notes to Spital Sermon, p. 1S6.
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We may conceive and parUcipate the delight of a fond parent,
contempj”iing the increasing reputation of her son ; she now found
her maternal care and anxiety repaid in a degree equal to her most
sanguine expectations, and her affection rewarded by a fall mea-
sure of filial duty and gratitude. The progress of the virtues is not
always in proportion to literary improvement; and learning, which
ought to n”eliorate the affections, and strengthen the principles of
duty, has been known to distort the mind by pride, and engender
arrogance. In Mr. Jones, we have the pleasure to see every moral
principle promoted and invigorated by lijs literary attainments.

In the commencement of 1774, he published his Commentaries
on Asiatic Poetry. This work was received with admiration and
applause by the Oriental scholars of Europe in general, as well as
by the learned of his own country. It was perhaps the first pu-
blication on Eastern literature, which had an equal claim to elegance
and erudition. This work was begun by Mr. Jones in 1766", and
finished in 1769, when he was in his twenty-third year: but with
the same solicitude which he had exliibited on other occasions, to
lay his compositions before the public in the greatest possible per-
fection, he had repeatedly submitted the manuscript to the.exami-
nation and critical remarks of his learned friends. Their approbation
of it was liberal and general: but the opinion of Dr. P¥MTr on
any subject of literature is decisive, and 1 select from, a letter,
mwhich l)e wrote to Mr. Jones in 1769, some passages, in which he
expresses his admiration of the work.

“ 1 have read your book DePocsi Asiatica with all the attention
“ that is due to a work so studiously designed, and so happily
“ executed. The observations are just and curious, and equally
“ free from indiscriminate approbation, licentious censilre, and ex-

“ cessive refinement.
“ Through
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“ Through the hurry of the first composition, the same expres-
“ sioo frequently occurs, and sentences begin in the same manner,
“ and now and then two words are improperly combined.

“ I'hese inaccuracies are very rare, and very trifling. On the
“ whole, there is a purity, an ease, an elegance in the style, which
“ shew an accurate and most perfect knowledge of the Latin
“ tongue. Your Latin translations in verse gave me great salis-
“ faction. J am uncommonly charmed with the idyllium, called
“ Chrysis. The flow of the verses, the poetic style of the words,
“ and the elegant turn of the whole poem, are admirable.

“ On the whole, | have received infinite entertainment fiom this
“ curious and learned performance, and | look forward with
“ pleasure, to the great honour such a publication will do our

“ country.”

It will readily be supposed, that W the interv&l between the date
of the letter and the publication of the Commentaries, Mr. Jones
had not neglected to make the correcUons suggested by the cri-
ticisms of his learned* correspondent; and that such further emen-
dations were adopted, as the growing maturity of his own judgment
pointed out.

In the preface to the Commentaries, Mr. .Tones mentions and
laments the death of Dr. Sumner, in terms which strongly mark
his affection for the memory of his respected friend and instructor,

who died in Sejptember 177 L:—

There never was a man more worthy of being remembered,
“ for his talents, integrity, admirable disposition, amiable man-

“ ners, and exquisite learning; in the art of instructing, 1 never
Q “ knew
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f
knew any master equal to him; and his cheerfulness and sweet-

ness were such, that it is difficult to say, whether he was most
agreeable to his friends or his pupils. In Greek and Latin litera-
ture he was deeply versed; and although, like Socrates, he wrote
little himself, no one had more acuteness or precision in correcting
the faults, or in pointing out the beauties of others; so that if
fortune or the course of events, instead of confining his talents
to a school, had placed him at the bar, or ia the senate, he
would have contested the prize of eloguence with the ablest
orators of his own country, where only this art is successfully

**cultivated. For if he did not possess all the qualities of an

orator in perfection, he* had each of them in a great degree..
His voice was clear and distinct, his style polished, his expression
fluent, his wit playful, and his memory tenacious; his eyes, hs®
countenance, his action, in short, were rather those of a De-
mosthenes than of an ordinary speaker; in short, we may say
of him what Cicero said of Roscius, that whilst he seemed the
only master qualified for the education of youth, he seemed at
the same time, the only orator capable of discharging the most
important functions of thg state.”

Those who had the good fortune to rcceive their tuition under

Dr. Sumner, will not think this eulogium exaggerated, and must
read ivith pleasure a testimony, which their own recollection

confirms®.

The

* The following epitaph, said to be composed by Dr. Parr, isinscribed on.the monii*

raent of Dr. Sumner, at Harrow on the Hill:
H. S. E.

ROBERTUS SUMNER, S.T. P.
Coll. Regal, apud Cantab, olim socius
n ScholsB Harroviensis, baud ita pridem,

Archididascalus.
* Fuit
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The dedication of his Coniraentaries to the University of Oxford,
Avhich he pronounced *“ would be' the most illustrious of all uni-
“ versities, as long as she remained the most free," was a pleasing
proof of his gratitude to his alma mater\ and he concludes the
preface with some animated thoughts, which 1 shall endeavour to

Fuit buic prcstaDtissimo viro
Ingenium natur& peracrc, o”~imaram
disciplinis artium scdulb excuUum,
Usu diuturno confinnatuin, et quodam
modo subactum.

Nemo enim «
Aut in reconditis sapientise studiit illo
subtilior extitit,

Aut humanioribus literis limatior.
Egregiis cum dotibus naturn, turn
doctrine prvditus.

Insuper accedebaut.

In sententiis, verm ac perfecta do
quentia;

In scrmone, facetiarum Ifpos, planft

Atticugj
Etjgravilate insuper aspersa urbooitai;
,In moribus, vingularii quKdaoi
integritas et fides;

Vitae denique ratio constans sibi, et ad
virtutis normam diligent”r
sever~que exacta,

Omnibui qui vel amico assent eo,
vel magistro usi,

Doctrinse, iugenii, virtutis justum
reliquit detiderium.

Subit&, eheu! atque immature morte
correptus,

Prid. Id. Septemb.

Anno Domini m,dcc,I xxi.
JEtat. sual! 41.

"Conwvey,
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corlyey, with the full consciousness, at the same time, of t)ie imper-
fection of uiy attempt.

“ Whether this work will please the French, or their admirers,
is to liie of little coiiccrn, provided it prove acceptable to my
country, and to that renowned University, in which | received
njy education ; with a view to the honour of both, these Com-
nientaries were undertaken and completed ; nor is there any
wish so near to my heart, as that all my labours, past or future,
may be wuseful and agreeable to them. 1 lament, indeed, the
necessity,which compels me to renounce the pursuit of polite
literature : but “vhy do | say, lament ? let me rather rejoice, that
1 am now entering upon a career, which will supply ampler and
better opportunities of relieving the oppressed, of assisting the
miserable, aud of checking the despotic and tyrannical.

“ If I am asked, who is the greatest manf | answer the best:
and if I am required to say, who is the best? | reply, he that
has deserved most of his fellow-creatures. Whether we deserve
better of mankind by the cultivation of letters, by obscure and
inglorious attainments, by intellectual pursuits calculated rather
to amuse than inform, than by strenuous exertions in speaking

‘“Mand acting, let those consider who bury themselves in studies un-

productive of any benefit to their country or fellow-citizens. |
think not. 1have been long enough engaged in pre'paratory exer-
cises, and I am now called to the field. What my fortune may
be, I know not; this, however, | know, that the most anxious
object of my heart is, after having run my career, to retire, in
advanced life, to the ever-bcloved retreat of the University; not
with a view to indulge myself in indolence, which my disposition
abhors, but to enjoy a dignified leisure in the uninterrupted cul-

* “ tivation
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“ tivation of letters, which the profession I am preparing to
“ embrace, no longer suffers me to pursue.”

At the conclusion of the Goramentaries, we find an elegant
address to the Muse, in Avhich Mr. Jones expresses his determina-
tion to renounce polite literature, and devote himself entirely to the
study of the law. lie was called to the Bar, in January 1774, and
had discovered, as he writes to an intknatc friend, timt the law
was a jealous science, and would admit no partnership with the
Eastern muses. To this determination he appears to have inflexibly
adhered for some years, notwithstanding the friendly remonstrances
and flattering invitations of his learned correspondents. lie had
about this time an intention of publishing the umthematical works
of his father, and with this view circulated proposals; but, fur what
reason1l know not, he abandoned it.

I now revert to his correspondence, of which | rc[>eat my regret
that so little remains.

Dr. HUNT to Mr. JONES
DEAR SIR, Ck. Church, March 2, 1774.
I return ypu ray hearty thanksfor your mgst accept-
able present of your excellent book on the Asiatic poetry. 1
should have made you my acknowledgments for this great favour
before, butl have been so entirely engaged in reading the book,
(which 1 have done from the beginning to the end) that I iiave
not had time to think of its™ worthy author any otherwise, than
by tacitly admiring, as 1 went along, his ex<iuiritel™ 6ne parts,
and wonderful learning. Indeed, so.engaging is the beautiful style
of this admirable performance, and so striking the observations
it contams, that it is. next to imi)Ossible for a person, who has auy
taste for this branch* of literature, when he has once taken it
Into
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inlo his hand, to lay it aside again without giving it a thorougli
perusal. | find you have enriched this work with a great variety
of curious quotations, and judicious criticisms, as well as with
the addition of several valuable new pieces, since you favoured
me with the sight of it before, and the pleasure which 1 have
now had in reading it has been in proportion. 1 hope this new
key to the Asiatic poetry, with which you have obliged the
world, will not be suffered to rust for want of use ; but that it will
prove, what you intended it to be, an happy instrument in the
hands of learned and inquisitive men, for unlocking the rich
treasures of wisdom and knowledge which have been preserved in
the Hebrew, Arabic* Persic, and the other Oriental languages, and
especially the Hebrew, that venerable channel, through which the
sacred compositions of the divinely inspired poets have been con-
veyed down to us.
I hope this will find you wel|, and am, &c.

Tuomas Hunt.

P.S. | have seen your proposals for printing the mathematical
works of niy worthy, friend, your late father, and beg to be of the
number of your subscribers.

e Mr. JONES to F. P. BAYER.
March 1774.
| have received a most elegant copy of your Treat
on the Phoenician Language and Colonies, and I am at a loss to
decide whether it is most learned or oiitertaining. Altiiough 1 fear,
like Diomede”, that | shall give you brass in exchange for your gold;
yet | send you, as a proof of my gratitude and esteem, my Com-
mentaries on AsiaticPoetry; and it will afford me great satisfaction
to learn that they please you.— Farewell. -

e Appendix, No. 23. *
4 Mr.
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e Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS.
MV 1774.
This letter will be presented to you by Mr. Catupbell,

a young gentleman of great modesty and worth, and I recommend
him to your particular attention. He intends going to India as a
merchant, but, previous to his embarkation, wishes to give some
time to the study of foreign languages, European and Asiatic, and
particularly the] Persian. Any assistance which you may afford
him in his studies, or other little affaire, 1 shall esteem a favour
done to myself, and he will consider it a great obligation.

How goes on our Hariri ? Will it ever be published with your
elucidations? My time is employed in the courts; and whatever
leisure 1 can command is exclusively devoted to the study of
kw and history. | hope you have received my Commentaries,
which | sent you.—Farewell.

t H. AL SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES,

The phoenix of his time, and the ornament of the
age—Health !

Jmsttrdam, Stpt. 1774-

When | reflect, my dear Jones, upon the fortunate period, which
I passed in your happy island, |1 feel the most exquisite delight at
the recollection of the pleasure and improvement, which I derived
from your society ; at the sanie time, niy anxiety for your company
excites the most lively regret at our separation. If l,iCannot alto-
gether conquer it, I can at least alleviate it by corresponding
with you.

o

= Appendix, No. t4. t Appendix, No. f5.
Nothing
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* Nothing but a variety of unusual occupations could have de-
layed iny writing to you so long after niy return to Amsterdam ; |
was raoveovor apprehensive of interrupting your studies by my in-
trusion. ‘'I'he receij)t of the obliging present of your Commen-
taries, has removed all my fear on this account, and alfords me a
most agreeable proof of your remembrance. Accept iny sincerest
thanks f(>r your finished and most elegant work, which 1 have
eagerly read again and again with admiration and astonishment.

As sincere a lover as yourscilf of the Muses, how much | regret
their unhappy lot, that whilst they have so few admirers, one of
their most distinguished votaries should be seduced from their ser-
vice by the discordant broils of tiie bar ! Do they not then possess
such charms and graces as to merit a preference to others, who have
no portion but wealth and honour? Is not their beauty so at-
tractive, their dress so elegant and enchanting, as to fascinate
their admirers to a degree, which makes them despise all others,
and feel no delight but In their society ? J'orgiye, my dear Jones,
tliis friendly expostulation.

Two or three copies only of your work have reached us; | beg
you Will not suffer the inattention of booksellers to deprive us of a
larger supply. You will receive shortly a little inaugural discourse
which | pronounced here, On eitaidmg tht limits of Oriental literature.
It was done too mucli in haste to be as perfect as it ought to have
been, and as | could have made it with more leisure  The office
which | hold here is most agreeable me, but is attended with this
inconvenienuig, that the duties of it allow cne no time for the pursuit
of other studies ; and the attention which I am forced to bestow
on grammatical institutions, on explanatory lectures on the Old
Testament, and in disquisitions on the Jewish antitjuities, precludes
the perusal of Arabic, and still more of Persian authors. But I

submit
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submit the more cheerfully to this restraint, as the assiduity of my
present exertions will produce more leisure in future; and when I
hav”e once committed to paper the mass of lectures which | have
annually to repeat, | shall then be at full liberty to employ myself
as | please. 1 have absolutely determined to publish Meidani, but
it will require the labour of ten years: you well know, that without
a competent knowledge, not only of the language of the East, but of
Oriental Mjistory, ceremonies, and manners, it would be madness to
attempt it. Whether my labours will ever have the assistagce of
a midwife, time must shew. Professor Scheidius is employed in
publishing Giewhari; the expense of the undertaking far exceeds his
means, but he hopes to provide against this difficulty, by publishing;
one, or more numbers annually, adrording to alphabetical arrange-
ment, by which means the sale of cach may furnish the expense of
the succeeding.

I have nothing further to communicate to you, but | most
anxiously long to see you. If you have the ambition of your coun-
tryman, Banks, to expose yourself to the inclemency of winter by
visiting me here, all my fear of the cold will be lost in the hope, that
a long and intense frost may detain you. Nothing however can
give me more pleasure, either in winter or summer, than to have
you for my guest. My wife, whom | married about five montlii
since, is equall;» anxious to see a man, of whom she hears her hus-
band perpetually talking; she, as well as niy father, who received
inexpressible delight in the perusal of your Conmientaries, desires
to be remembered to you; he entertains the highest respect and
esteem for you. Let me know how you are, and whether your
mother and sister are well. Do me the favour also to inform them,
that I shall ever remember with gratitude the obligations which I
o,we to their great politeness and attention to me. Consider me ever

R as
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as the humble servant of yourself and friends.— "Farewell, and love
me ever.

P. S. 1 almost forgot to mention our Damascene prince; his
name, | think, is Joseph Abas. | regret that during his residence
at this place, he only called upon me two days before liis departure
for Brussels. 1 was highly delighted with his liberal, manly, and
truly Arabian spirit; neither did he appear deficient in polite lite-
rature but of this you are a better judge than | am. For my
own part, I must ever retain a regard for a man, whose conversation
80 entertained and interested me, under the attack of a fever, that
il absolutely prevented the return of it.

* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS.
October 1774.

I hare had the pleasure to receive your letter dated in
September, which did not however reach me, till after my return
to London, from a summer excursion to the Kentish coast.

I am highly gratified by your father's and your approbation of
my Commentaries, and | acknowledge the kindness of your
friendly and polite expostulation in telling me that you cannot
bear to see me desert the cause of literature. But, my friend,
the die is cast, and | have no longer a choice; all my books and
manuscripts, with an exception of those only which relate to law,
and oratory, are locked up at Oxford, and | have determined, for
the next twinty years at least, to renounce all studies but those
which are connected with my profession. It is needless to trouble
you with my reasons at length for this determination, I will only

* Appendiic, No. 26.
say™
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aay, tliat if I had lived at Rome or Athens, | should have preferred
the labours, studies, and dangers of their orators and illustrious
citizens, connected as they were with banishment and even death,
to the groves of the poets, or the gardens of the philosophers.
Here I adopt the same resolution. The Constitution of Iljigland
is in no respect inferior to that of Rome or Athens ; this is mj fixed
opinion, which I formed in my earliest years, and shall ever retain.
Although 1 sincerely acknowledge the charms of polite literature,
I must at the same time adopt tlie sentiment of NeoptoJemus in
the tragedy, that we can philosophize with a few only; and no less
the axiom of Hippocrates, that li/e is shor™ art long, and time
swift. But | will also maintain tlie excellence and the ddight of
other studies. What! shall we deny that there is pleasure in
mathematics, when we recollect Archimedes, the prince of geome-
tricians, w'ho was so intensely absorbe(f in the demonstration of a
problem, that he did not discover Syracuse Aves taken Can we
conceive any study more important, than the single one of the laws
of our own country? Let me recall to your recollection the obser-
vations of L. Crassus and Q. Scaevola on this subject, in the trea-
tise of Cicero de Oratore. What 1 do you imagine the goddess of
elocjueace to possess less attractions than Thalia or Polyhymnia,
or have you forgotten the epithets which Ennius bestows on
Cethegus, the quintessence of eloquence, and- the flower of tlie
people? Is there a man existing who would not rather resemble
Cicero, (whom* I wish absolutely to make my model, both in tUe
course of his life and studies,) than be like VVarro, however learned,
or Lucretius, however ingenious as a poetP If the study of the
law were really unpleasant and disgusting, which is far from the
truth, the example of the wisest of the antients, and of Minerva
herself, the goddess of wisdom and protectress of Athens, would
justify me in preferring the fruitful and useful olive to the barren laurel.

To
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To tell you my mind freely, | am not of n disposition to bear
the arrogance of men of rank, to which poets and men of letters
are so often obliged to submit. Accept this friendly reply to your
friendly expostulation, and believe my assurances, that I entertain
the highest value for your esteem, of which | have received so
many proofs. | most anxiously expect your dissertation. May
the Almighty prosper your labours, and -particularly your laborious
task of Meidani! May the most learned Scheidius persevere with
resolution in completing the gigantic work, which he meditates!
I admire his most laudable industry; but after the fate of Meninski,
(I do not speak of his works, but of his fortunes) no prudent man
(for he that is not wiseto himself, is wise to no end) will venture
to expose his vessel to the perils of shipwreck in so uncertain a sea.

The work is worthy of a king, but the expense of it will require the
revenue of a king.

My mother and sister cordially unite with me in congratulations
on your marriage, and | beg you to make my compliments to
your amiable consort, and most respectable father. 1 thank you
for your invitation to Amsterdam, and assure you that | should be
most happy to avail mj'self of it. In your society, 1 shoukl prefer
a winter in Holland to the gardens of the Hesperides, nor indulge
a wish for the vales of Ternpfe, but my legal occupations make the
summer more convenient for travelling. 1 promise jou therefore
to pass some time with you in the July, or August,* of the next or
following year.

I rejoice to find you pleased with Joseph the Syrian, and
equally so that he means to travel through Germany. His his-
tory is somewhat long. If | had not exerted myself in my ap-
plication to some men of rank in London, wllo have access to the

King,
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King, he must have passed a hfe of nusery here, or have died
most wretchedly.

The bookseller keeps for you the books which you desired to
purchase. You cannot as yet have received a short letter which I
wrote to ypu in July, and sent by a young gentleinau of the name
of Campbell. The son of the king of Spain, Prince Gabriel, did
rae the honour to send me a most splendid copy of his Sallust, for
which I returned my grateful acknowledgments.

You have doubtless heard of the travels ot Mr. Bruce, a native
of Scotland, into Syria, Arabia, Abyssinia, Nubia, and I°gypt.
He is as well acquainted with the coast of the lied Sea, and the
sources of the Nile, as with his own house. Jtlj; has brouglit with
him some iEthiopic manuscripts, and amongst them Uie Pro™hecie3
of Enoch, an ancient book, b~ to be ranked only wi|JtLiUe.iiibylUne
oracles. ,

Whilst | was writing thb letter, a person called upon me with a
manuscript, which he had received at Venice from Mr. Montague,
a man of family. | immediately perceived it to be a most beau-
tiful and.correct copy of Motanabbi, with a letter addressed to
myself in Arabic verse, from some person u®imed Abdurrahman,
whom Mr. Montague had probably seen in Asia. | owe great
obligations fo the politeness of the learned Arab, but | by no
means think myself worthy of liis exaggerated encomiums;—but
you know the pompous style of the Orientals. Do not suppose
that 1 have any present intention of reading the poems of Mo-
tanabbi ; that must be reserved for Oxford, when 1 have leisure to
attend to this, and my other treasures of thg same kind. Believe
my i“urance, that | entertain tlie highest esteem for you, and that
nothing will give me greater pleasure than to hear from you

frequently
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frequently and at length. Take care of your health, and continue
your regard for me.

Mr. HOWARD to Mr. JONES.
Sir, Parit, September 13, 177*.
As my stay here may be considerably longer than | at
first proposed, it is a duty incumbent on me to acquit myself of a
charge comnutted to my care in the month of June last by Mr.
Montague, at Venice, by transmitting to you the manuscript which
accoiiminies this letter. 1 should indeed have sent it to you much
sooner, but the hopes | had of an earlier return to England, was the
cause of my postponing it, that I might myself have had the
pleasure of delivering it, which | flattered myself might have served
as an introduction to the honour of your acquaintance, a happiness
which, without compliment, | have long been very ambitious of.
But as my affairs are likely to detain me some time longer in this
city, | cannot with any propriety prefer my own interest to a more
material one; nor ought 1 longer to injure the public, by depriving
them of the pleasure and advantage they may reap from this
manuscript’'s coming to your hands. Mr. Montague loaded me
with compliments to you, meant as real testimonies of the esteem
be has for you, which I am very unfortunate in not having the
pleasure of delivering.
I have the honour to be, &c.

Mid.! Howard.

Mr. JONES to Mr. HQWARD.
Sir, Oct. 4,1774.

I cannot express how much | am fiattei'ed by the
kind attention, with which you honour me. | have just received
your most obliging letter, wi(h-a fine Arabic manu8cript,*con-
taining the works of a celebrated poet, with whom | have been
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long acquainted; this testimony of Mr. Montague’'s regard is ex-
tremely pleasing to me, and | have a most grateful sense of his
kindness. | am conscious how little I have deserved the many
honours | have lately received from the learned in Europe and
Asia; | can ascribe their politeness to nothing but their candour
and benevolence. | fear they will think me still less deserving,
when they know that | have deserted™ or rather sitapended, all
literary pursuits whatever, and am wholly engaged ii\ the study of
a profession, for which | was always intended. As the law is a
jealous science, and will not have any partnership with the Eastera
muses, | must absolutely renounce their acquaintance for ten or
twelve years to come. This manuscript however is highly accept-
able to me, and shall be preserved among my choicest treasures,
till 1 have leisure to give it an attentive perusal. There is a com-
pliment to me written in Arabic verse in the first leaf of the book,
and signed Abdurrahman Beg; the verses are rery fine, but so full
of Oriental panegyric, that I could not read them without blushing.
The present seems to come from the learned Arabian; but as he
has not inserted my name in his verses, and speaks of Oxford, he
must have heard me mentioned by Mr. Montague, to whom there-
fore 1 am equally indebted for the present. If | knew Mr.
Montague's direction, | would send him a letter of thanks for his
indulgence to me, and would also return my compliments in Arabic
to his Asiatic friend, who seems to have sent the book. Before
your return to England, | shall probably be removed to the Temple,
where | shall wait impatiently for the pleasure of seeing you.
I am. Set. William Jones.

Mr. WADDILOVE to Mr. JONES.
Sir, St. Ildefonw, Aug. I, 1774.
Upon my arrival at Madrid, | delivered your present
of your Asiatic Commentaries to my friend Dr. Perez Bayer;
\vic
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he desires me to return you liis compliments nnd thanks for your
politeness to him, and begs your acceptance of a copy of the
Infant Don Gabriel’s Sallust, wliich he accordingly sent to me the
night before we left Madrid. As we shall not be there again till
next Christmas, | shall have no opportunity of forwarding it to
you very soon; whenever any one ofFets, you may depend upon
receiving it, but as this probably will not be before next spring, I
hope you will not defer acknowledging the favour till then. If
you should wish to see the Sallust before you write again to ]\Ir.
Bayer, you will find, a copy in the Museum. If you have had any
time to examine the Dissertation upon the Phoenician Language,
See., Dr. F. P. Bayer will be glad of any remarks upon it, as a new
edition of itin Latin will soon be printed. He has a curious collec-
tion of Samaritan coins, and is now employed upon that subject;
and if he could be prevailed upon to publish more of his enquiries
into the antiquities of this and other countries, the learned world
would be much indebted to him. Casiri is engaged at present in
deciphering Moorish inscriptions, which have been found in dif-
ferent parts of Spain. Some are already engraved, but not yet
published. He reduces first the characters to the modern Arabic,
and then gives a translation and comment in Latin. Your Sallust
is unbound, and you have already the dissertation to add to it.
I am, &c.
R. D.«W addilovr,

* Mr. JONES to F. P. BAYER.
Ocl. 4, 1774.
I can scarcely find words to express my thanks for
your obliging present of a most beautiful and splendid copy of
Sallust, with an elegant Spanish translation. You have bestowed
upon me, a private untitled individual, an honour which heretofore

+ Appendix, No. 27.

has
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has only been conferred upon great monarchs, and illustrious uni-
versities. | really was at a loss to decide, whether 1 should begin
my letter by congratulating you on having so excellent a translator,
or by thanking you for this agreeable proof of your remembrance.
I look forward to the increasing splendour, which the arts and
sciences must attain in a country, where the son of the Kking pos-
sesses genius and erudition, capable of translating and illustrating
with learned notes, the first of the Roman historians; how few
youths amongst the nobility in other countries possess the requisite
ability or inclination for such a task! The history of Sallust is a
performance of great depth, wisdom, and dignity : to understand
it well, is no small praise; to explain it properly, is still more com-
mendable; but to translate it elegantly, excites admiration. If all
this had been accomplished by a private individual, he would have
merited applause; if by a youth, he would have had a claim to
literary honours; but when to the title of youth, that of prince is
added, we cannot too highly extol, or too loudly applaud, his dis-
tinguished merit.

Many years arc elapsed since | applied myself to the study of
your learned language, but 1 well remember to have read in it with
great delight the heroic poem of Alonzo, the odes of Garcilasso,
and the humorous storied of Cervantes : but 1 most sincerely declarc,
that | never perused a more elegant or polished coinj)osition than
the translation of Sallust, and | rea<lily subscribe to the opinion of
the learned author iii his prcface, that the Spanish language ap-
proaches very nearly to the diguity of the Latin.

May the accomplished youth continue to deserve welliof his
country and mankind, and establish his claim.,to distinction above
all the princes of the age! If | may be allowed to offer my sen-,
timents, | would advise him to study most diligently the divine

S work”
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mworks of Cicero, which no man, in my opinion, ever perused with-
out improving in eloquence and wisdom. The epistle which he wrote
to his brother Quintus, on the government of a province, deserves
to be daily repeated by every sovereign in the world; his books on
offices, on moral ends, and the Tusculan questions, merit a hun-
dred perusals; and his orations, nearly sixty in number, deserve to
be translated into every European language; nor do | scruple to
affirm, that his sixteen books of letters to Atticus, are superior to
almost all histories, that of Sallust excepted. With respect to
your own compositions, | have read with great attention, and will
again read, your most agreeable book. | am informed that you
propose giving a Latin translation of it, and | hope you will do it
for the benefit of foreigners. 1 see nothing in it which requires
alteration,—nothing which is not entitled to praise. | much wish
that you would publish more of your treatises on the antiquities of
Asia and Africa. | am confident they would be most acceptable
to such as study those subjects. | have only for the present to con-
clude by bidding you farewell in my own name, and that of the re-
public of letters.— ‘Farewell.

* Mr. JONES to G. S. MICHAELIS.
November 1774.
I beg you will do me the justifce to believe that |1 have
read your books with great attention. | neither entirely admit, nor
reject your opinion on the fables of the Hebrewsbut until the
subject be better known and exploied, I am unwilling to depart
from the received opinions”™concerning them. Your approbation
of my Commentaries gives me sincere pleasure. Nothing is more
true than that I have renounced the Asiatic muses and polite lite-
rature, and that for twenty years at least I have determined

* Appendix, No. *8.

neither
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neither to Mrrite nor think about them. The Forum is my lot, and the
Law engrosses all my attention. Be assured, however, that | shall
ever retain my esteem both for yourself and your works.— Farewell.

Mr. JONES to Lady SPENCER.
Madam, Duke Street.

1 take the liberty to present your Ladyship with a
copy of my poems, and cannot refrain from acquainting you with
a plain truth, that the first of them, called Solima, would never
have been written, if I had never had the honour of knowing your

Ladyship.

I am just come from Harrow, where it gave me inexpressible
happiness to see Lord Althorpe perfectly well, extremely improved,
and deservedly beloved by all, as much as by his real friend, and

Your Ladyship's
Most obedient and faithful servant,

William Jones.

Lady SPENCER to Mr. JONES.
Sir, Althorpe, Jan. 10, 1775.

The continual hurry occasioned by having a house full
of company, added to my not having been quite well, has pic-
vented my thanking you sooner for your letter; you cannot doubt
of my being much flattered, at your thinking you find any resem-
blance between my character and that of Solima, and still more
at your telling the world you do: | shall always look upon that
poem, as a model you have set up for my imitation, and shall only
be sorry 1 do not approach nearer to it, especially after you have
called upon me in so public a manner, to improve myselfin the

ways of virtue and benevolence. 1 must decline your second
request.
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request, of criticising, as | have neither time nor talents for such aa
office, nor do 1 think your works require it.

I am delighted with your invention of the Andrometer, and wish
every body would form one for themselves; it would be of infinite
use to numbers of people, who, from indolence and dissipation,
rather go backwards than forwards in every useful attainment.

I am, Sir, with great esteem,
Your faithful friend and humble servant,

G. Spencer.

*H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES.

Amsterdam, Jan. 6, 1775.

Although the incessant and extraordinary occupations

in which | am at this time engaged, do not allow me to thinic even
of writing to my friends, | cannot refuse a few lines to the most
learned Bjornstahl, both for the purpose of introducing him to you,
and to shew that | have not forgotten you. You will find our
Philarabic Swede, a most sigreea’ble companion; he has not only
travelled much, but is deeply versed in Oriental literature, of which
he is very fond. | think I may venture to promise that the socicty
of a person, who loves what you still delight in, (for I will not with

you say, what you once delighted in) will be most acceptable
toyou. o o o o * o

t Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.

London, February 177A-
Do not suppose that I have forgotten you, because I

write to you so seldom; | have not met with any person to whom I
could entrust my packet, and | have no inclination to risk iny

* Appendix, No. t Appendix, No. 30.

familiar
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familiar letters by the post. 1 doubt if this Mill ever reach you,
and | fear therefore to write to you on any subject with my usual
freedom, as your last letter of January, from Warsaw, was delivered
to me opened ; it is probable that you will receive this in the same
manner. | am so constantly occupied with law and politics, that |
have no leisure for literature. | have published two books, and
only want a safe opportunity to send them to you. AVrite to me, |
beseech you, for your friendship is my greatest delight. How much

I wish that you were in England, or I in Germany, that we might
live together!

After all, I couM not think of accepting the Turkish embassy.
I will live in my own country, which cannot easily spare goodi
subjects: it is scarcely yet free from commotion.—Oh! how | should
rejoice if | could see you here in a diplomatic character: | should

not then envy the monarchs of Europe or Asia.—Farewell again
and again.

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.

If you are fully sensible of the very great regard I
entertain for you, you will then conceive how much pleasure | felt
at the receipt of your highly valued letter. Incessantly occupied
for a long time, | have been compelled to forego the pleasure of
corresponding with you, and | the more readily acknowledge your
kindness in writing to me, when 1 could have no expectation of
heai'ingfrom you.” Though | think it more prudent not to say any
thing, the disclosure of which might be attended with unpleasant
consequences, | impute the opening of my letter which you mention,
rather to accident than design. Your business as a lawyer must
necessarily engage your closest attention; I cannot therefore ask
you to write to me often, but thus much I wish you to know, that

* Appendix™ No. 31.
I shall
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I shall soon have more leisure for corresponding with you, as the
late close of the Diet, which lasted for two years (in my estimation
a century) has almost left me at liberty. So much for the affairs of
this part of the world. Of what is doing inyour country, your letter
gives me no information; but 1 hear from other quarters, of the
agitations amongst you, in consequence of the commotions in the
colonies, which I consider worse than a foreign war. For my own
part, I confess to you that | am tired both of my situation and
my office, not so much on account of their difficulty as their
unpleasantness, and all the consolation | feel arises from the hope
that my present troublesome occupation will not last more than

a year.

I heartily wish I were in London, and at liberty to sit seriously
down to the composition of some political work on the subject of
our republic ; the task would be no less useful than agreeable,
indeed T can conceive nothing more pleasant than such an em-

ployment.

If, contrary to my expectations, my wish should be gratified, I
hope to find you there, and to enjoy as formerly your society and
conversation. | am anxious to have your last publication, (the
subject of which you do not mention,) and doubt not that the
perusal of it will afford mp great pleasure. Farewell, “and think of
me always wit"j”M/Fectioo.

"ok P * * m *

The preceding correspondence proves the high degree of estima-
tion in which the learning and abilities of Mr. Jones were holden by
the literati of Europe; and we find that his reputation had extended
into Asia. From the manner in which he mentions his renunciation
of the embassy to Constantinople, it is evident that his attention
was strongly fixed upon the political state of his own country.

The
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The Andromeier, mentioned by Lady Spcncer to have been in-
vented by Mr. Jones, affords a striking sjjecimen of the extent of
his views, in the acquisition of intellectual exceHence. It may be
defined, A scale of human attainments and enjoyment ; he assumes
seventy years, as the limit of exertion or enjoyment; and with a view
to progressive improvement, each year is appropriated to a parti-
cular study or occupation. Tlve arrangement of what >vas to be
learned, or practised, during this period, admits of a fourfold,

division.

The first, comprising thirty years, is assigned to the acquisitioa
of knowledge as preparatory to active occupation.

The second, of twenty years, is dedicated principally to public
and professional employmient.

Of the third, which contains ten years, the first five are allotted
to literary and scientific composition, and the remainder to the
continuation of former pursuits.

Tlie last ten» constituting the fourth division, which begins vnth
the sixty-first year, are devoted to the enjoyment of the fruits of
his labours; and the conclusion of the whole is specified to be a
preparationfor eternity”™

The Andrometer, is to be considered as a mere sketch, never
Intended for publication. In the construction of it, Mr. Jones pro-
bably had a view to those objects, the attainment of which he then
meditated. We are not to conclude, that the preparation for eter-
nity which stands at the top of the scale, was to be deferred until

the seventieth year; it is rather to he considered as the object to
whicli
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which he was perpetually to look, during the whole course of his
life, and which was exclusively to engross the attention of his latter
years. He was too well convinced of the precarious tenure of
human existence, to allow himself to rest the momentous concern
of his eternal welfare, on the fallacious expectation of a protracted
life; he knew moreover too well the power of habit, to admit a
supposition, that it could be effectually resisted or changed at the
close of life. Neither are we to suppose, that moral and religious
lessons which constitute the occupation of the eighth year, were
from that period to be discontinued, although they are not after-
wards mentioned ; but the meaning of Mr. Jones probably was,
that they should be seriously and regularly inculcated at an age, when
the intellectual faculties had acquired strength and expansion by
preceding exercises. That the order of arrangement in the Andro-
meter, could never be strictly adhered to in the application of our
time, and cultivation of our talents (if it were intended) is evident;
but to those who from their situation are enabled to avail themselves
of the suggestions which it furnishes, it will supply useful hints for
improvement, and serve as a standard of comparison for their pro-
gress. With respect to Mr. Jones himself, if his own acquisitions
in his thirtieth year, when he constructed the Andrometer, be com-

pared with it, they will be found to rise to a higher degree in
the scale.

With these explagations, | present it to thereadeh; reversing, for
the sake of convenience, the order of the scale.

ANDRO-
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ANDROMETER.

Ideas received through the senses.
Speaking and pronunciation.
Letters and spelling.

Ideas retained in the memory.
Reading and repeating.

Grammar of his own language.
Memory exerciscd.

Moral and religious lessons.
Natural history and experiments,
Dancing, music, drawing, exercises.
History of his own country.
Latin.

Greek.

French and Italian.

Translations.

Compositions iu <frersc and prose.
Rhetoric and declamation.
History an<l law.

Logic and mathematics.
Rhetorical exercises.

Philosophy and politics.
Compositions in his own language.
Declamations continued.

Ancient orators studied.

Travel and convijy-satiou.

Speeiclies at the bar or in parliament.

State afiairs.

Historical studies continued.

Law and elociuence.

Public life.

Private and social virtues.

Habits of eloquence improved

Philosophy resumed at leisure.

Orations published.

Exertions in state and parliament.
T

107

CivU
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40

45

50

55

60

65

70
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Civil knowledge mature.
Eloquence perfect.
National rights defended.
The learned protected.
The virtuous assi&ted.
Compositions published.
Science improved.
Parliamentary affairs.

Laws enacted and supported.

Fine arts patronized.

Government of his family.
Education of his children.

Vigilance as a magistrate.
Firmness as a patriot.
Virtue as a citizen.
Historical v/orks.
Oratorical works.
Philosophical works.
Pelitical works.
Mathematical works.

Continuation of former pursuits.

Fruits of his labours enjoyed.

A glorious retirement.
An amiable family.
Universal respect.

Consciousness of a virtuous life.

Perfection of earthly happiness.

Preparation for eternity.

have
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I have mentioned that Mr. Jones was calletl to the bar in 1774, hut
lie declined practice; from tliis [)eriod liowevcr he seems to havel)ceu
fully sensible of the necessity of devoting himself exclusively to his
lenal studies. The ambition of obtaining distinction in his pro-
fession could not fail to animate a mind always ardent in the pursuit
of the objects which it had in view, nor was he of a temper to be
satisfied with mediocrity, where perfection was attainable. iJis
researches and studies Awere not confined to any one branch of
jurisprudence, but embraced the whole in its fullest cxt*nt. He
compared the doctrines and principles of ancient legislators with
the later improvements in the science of law, he collated the various
codes of the different states of Europe, and collected pr<3ife8»ional
knowledge wherever it was to be found. If the reader recollects
the enthusiasm displayed by Mr. Jones in the prosecution of his
Oriental studies, the extent and depth of his attainments in the
literature of Asia, and the high reputation which he had acquired
from them, he will readily applaud his resolution and perseverance
in renouncing his favourite pursuits. That he acted wisely, will
be admitted, but the sacrifice of inclination to duty, affords an

example of too great use and importance to pass without particular
observation.

In 1775, for the first time, he attended the spring circuit and
sessions at Oxford, but whether as a spectator, or actor, on that
occasion, I am not informed. In the following year, he was regular
in his attendance at Westminster-Hali.

Tlie only part of his correspondence of this year which | posMss,
<S a letter to ldu friend Schultens, avd | insert ii as a memorial
of an incidentin his life. «
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* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCIIULTENS.
Dectmher 1TT6.
Behold me now no longer a free man; me, who ever
consklered perfect liberty superior to every thing! Under the
impression of the most eager desire to see you, | promised to visit
Amsterdam this year, but | am detained in London by various and
important occupations. The fact is, that | am appointed one of the
sixty commissioners of bankrupts. Tt is an office of great use, but
little emolument; it confines me however to London during tlie
greatest part of the year. Add to this, my necessary studies, my
practice <it the bar, and the duty of giving opinions on legal cases
submitted by clients. However, 1 read the Grecian orators again
and again, and have translated into English the most useful orations
of Isaeus. How go on Meidani and Hariri ? €ontinue, 1 beseech
you, your labours upon them, witU due regard however to your,
health.

m * * * * *

Notwithstanding the increasing application of Mr. Jones to the
duties and studies of his profession, and his attention to political*
transactions, the philosophical discoveries of the times did not;
escape his observation. The hopes and fears of the nation were at
this period anxiously engaged in the event of the unfortunate con-
test, which had taken place betiveen the mothei- country and her
colonies, and whilst the justice of the war, and the'expectation of
a successful conchisidn of it, wijre maintained by one party, by-
another their sentiments were opposed, and their measures arraigned
and condemned. But it isno part of my plan to immde the
province of the historian by discussing the qucstions”iof those times.
These cursory remarks are chietiy introdiy;ed as preliminary to the

* Appendix, No. 3?.
n Ijisertion
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insertion of two letters from Mr. Jones to Lord Althorpe, with
whom he continued to cultivate that -friendship which had so
naturally been formed between the tutor and the pupil. | add also
a short letter to Schultens, in answer to one which Mr. Jones had
received from him, requesting him to assist by his own contributions
a new publication, then on foot in Holland, and complainijig of his
finances in a style calculated to console his friend for renouncing,
the haunts of the Muses, for tlie thorny but more productive field
of the law,

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTIIORP;!:!

Tanpic, Nov. 13.

As | have a few minutes of leisure this®evening, can 1

employ them better than in writing to my friend? 1 hasten, my
dear Lord, to imjjart to you the pleasure | received to-day, fron™
seeing a series of experiments exhibited by Mr. Walsh on the
American eel, by which he clearlj' proved that the animal has a
sensation wholly distinct from any of the five senses. A/hen he
announced the proposition to he deni(mstrated, 1 thought it might
possibly be true, but coukl not conccivc how a new sense could be
made perceptible to any sense cwmine, aa J imagined it would be
like talking to a deaf man of harmonic somuls, or to one who had
no palate, of nectarines and pine apples; but he produced tiie
fullest conviction in me, that his position was in a degree just.
His firet experiment was by filing four wires, ubojut. two inches ia
the water wheir? the fish was swuniuing, drtb in cach quarter of the
eliiptical trough; each of tiiese wires ooniniuuicatcd with a large
glass of water placed on a table at a little dis.tance, thougli the
distance signified nothing, for the expVriinent, had tlie wires Ifeea
long enough, might have been conducted in another room ; while
tNe four glasses remained separate, the gymnotus (for that is his.

technical name) was perfectly insenwble of the wires, but iu tlic
1 ven,
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very instant when a cominunicatioa was made by an instrument
bi*twcen any two of tlie gjasscs, he scorned to start, and swain di-
rcclly to the wires which were thus joined, paying no attention td
the others, till a jimclion was made between them also, 'lids
t:ouhl not be sigiit, because he did not see the wires Vhiie they
were insuhited, thojigh they were e(iually conspicuous; it could
not be feeling (at least not like our feeling) because the water was
jiot in the least agitat(‘'d ; still less could it be hearing, and least of
all smell, or taste. It was thereft>re a distinct electrical sense of
feeling, or power of conceiving any sti'onger conductor than the
mnater around him, for wliich reason he did not perceive the wires
till their junction, because they were at the cxtreinities of the tub,
and so little in the water, that they were less powerful conductors.
Several other experiments were exhibited with equal success; one
of them only I will mention. A triangular instrument of brass was
Leld over the tub, and one of the legs placed gently in the water,
to which the fish was wholly inattentive, ttiough he swam close to
it; but when tlie other leg was immersed to complete the circula-
tion, he instantly started. It is by this faculty that the wonderful
animal has notice of his prey, and of his enemies. These are plea-
sant amusements, and objects of a just curiosity when they fall
occasionally in our way; but such experiments might have been
exhibited at Paris, Madrid, or Petersburgh, where the philosophers,
who are discovering new senses in other animals, are not permitted
to use their own freely; and believe me, my dear ‘Lord, it is not
by electrical experiments, nor by triangular instruments, nor by
conductors of wire, that we shall be able to avert the black storm
which hangs over us. Let you and me, therefore, be philosophers now
and then, but citizens always ;' let us sometimes observe with eagerness
the satellites of Jupiter, but let us incessantly watch with jealousy
the satellites of the King. Do you hear any certain intelligence
concerning America? Mr. Owen Cambridge has just informed me,

that
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that a New York Gazette is brought over, in which thelate uncer-
tain accounts are confirmed in their full extent, with this important
addition, that three counties of Maryland have offered not only
submission, but assistance to General Hovre. This may, or may
not be true.— Farewell.

Mr. JONES to LORD AUfHORPE.

Navember 22.

I rejoice, my dear friend, that you have acquired that

ingenuous distrust, which Epicharmus calls a shiew of wisdom. It is
certain that doubt impels us to enquire, and enquiry often ends in
conviction. You will be able when you come to liondon, to
examine with the minutest scrupulosity, as Johnson would call it,
the properties of that singular animal, who is in the rivers of South
America, what Jupiter was feigned to be among the gods, a darter
of lightning, and should be named al{Miyi(ooxf, instead of gymnotus.
He certainly has (if an academic may venture to affirm any thing)
a mode of perception peculiar to himself; but whether that per-
ception can properly be called anew sense, | leave you to determine;
it is a modification indeed of feeling, but are not all our senses so ?
I desire however, that in this and in every thing, you will form your
own judgment. As to the maXybBmr<a of our noble Constitution,
which has happily presented itself to your imagination, the very
idea fixes me with rapture. No, my dear Lord, never believe that
any thing is impossible to virtue; no, if tda such as you conceive
such sentiments as your letter containfi, and express them as
forcibly, if you retain these sentiments, as you certainly will, when
you take your place in parliament, | will not despair of seeing the
most glorious of sights, a nation freely gtrcerned ly its oun laws.
This | promise, that, if such a decemvirate should ever attempt to
restore our constitutional liberty by constitutional means, | would
exert in their cause, such talents as | have, and, even if | Ve
oppressed
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oppressed with sickness, and torn with pain, would start from my
couch, and exclaim with Trebonius, “ if you mean to act worthily,
“ O Romans! | am well.” Tiie speech, y6u find, was coiDposed
attd delivered without my news about Maryland, it is*

i d’Ka ixoupxiK™ xal TpaUTiKef, and breathes a deliberate firmness. 1>ord
Chatham spoke with a noble vigour for a veteran orator, and your
bishop pronouiiced an elegant harangue : | wish Lord Granby had
more courage as a public speaker; all men speak highly of him,
but he will never be eloquent, till he is less modest. Charles Fox
poured forth with amazing rapidity a continued invective against
Lord G. Germaine, and Burke was so pathetic, that many declare
they saw him shed tears. The ministers in both houses were sullen
and reserved, but Lord Sandwich boldly contradicted the Duke
of Richmond on the state of the navy. | grieve that our senate is
dwindled into a school of rhetoric, wliere men rise to display their
abilities rather tlian to deliberate, and wish to be admired without
hoping to convince. Adieu, my dear Lord; | steal these few
moments from a dry legal investigation; but | could not defer'
the pleasme of answering a letter, which gave me inexpressible
delight

t H. A. SCFIULTENS to Mr. JONES.
May 1777.
I know not how to express my delight at the receipt
of your short, but very friendly and obliging letter. | take shame
to myself at having so long delayed the acknowledgment of it, and
you might indeed justly censure me, for an apparent" forgetfulness
of your kindness towards me. This Vould indeed be a most serious
accusation, which I cannot in any degree admit; |1 wish 1 could as
fairly exculpate myself from the charge of negligence- You have
Ziow, my friend, my confession, but you will pardon me in con-

n * Too deapoiic (xnd militaiy. Appendix, No. 33.

sideration
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sideratioa of my promise to be more attentive in future. 1 may
indeed plead occupations so incessant, that they scarcely allow me
time to breathe, and have often compelled me to defer writing to
you, when | most seriously intended it; you will the more readily
admit this apology, when 1 tell you, that for five months | have
never once thought of Meidani.

I have now a little respite, and mean soon to resume my work,
which has been so long interrupted; the singular kindness of the
superintendants of the library at Leyden, by permitting me to
take home for my use, and retain as long as | please, not only the
manuscript of Meidani, but any others which | may want, will
much diminish the weight of my labour. With this assistance, I
shall proceed as fast as my other employments allow to copy the
manuscript, finish the indexes (which are absolutely necessary to
such a work), and add whatever is wanted to render it as elegant
and complete as possible;—it gradually advances. | most heartily
wish it were in my power to bestow upon this favourite occupation,
those hours which 1 am obliged most reluctantly to give to my various
public and private lectures; but | foresee that it will still require
three or four years of hard iabour to collect such an ample stock of
materials, as will enable me to deliver my lectures fluently without
much previous study, or “ to shake them out of a bag,” as the
.phrase is. In the mean time, Hariri lies untouched, the Arabic
poets aie neglectcd, and the soft and eluant literature of Persia,
which above all | sincerely regret, remains unexplored ; such how-
ever is tlie*x ardour with which you have inspired me, that I am
determined, if I enjoy life and health, at all hazards, and at the
risk of singuliV'ity, to devote myself to the acquisition of it. |
almost \iowever (I's]jjair of publishing Hariri. 1 had determined to
give the text only from the best procurable manuscripts, annexing
to it the translation of my grandfather, which is complete, Tisis |

u should
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should be 'able to accomplish with little sacrifice of time; and’
without neglecting other business, | could give the public an useful
work. But there are some, to whose judgement as well as inclina-
tion 1 owe much deference, who disapprove of this plan, and
advise me not to publish the work, without extracts from Tebrizi
and other grammarians, nor even without my own annotations.
Though 1 do not agree with them, 1 must submit to their autho-
rity, at the necessity of protracting the publication, till 1 can give
it as they wish.

Scheidius has lately published the first part of Jaohari’s Lexicon,,
consisting of about two hundred pages. He calculates that the
whole work will not be comprised in less than ten volumes, of a
thousand pages each. Opinions about it are various. He himself
foresees so little impediment in completing this immense undertaking,
that he even talks of publishing PhiruzbadJd, &c.; but others consider
the obstacles so insuperable, that they think it never will be finished,
unless it should rain gold upon him. This is all relating to the
Arabic that is now going on amongst us, excepting a glossary to
Hariri, Arab Shah, and the Coran, which Mr. Wilmot, a young,
but learned theologian has undertaken. It. will be very useful to
beginners, who from the difficulty and expense of procuring Golius,
are deterred from the study of the language. Latin and Greek
literature receive more encouragement here. This neither excites
my envy nor surprise; but | siiould be still more recohciled to it, if
some small part of this patronage were to overflow upon the Oriental-
ists. Ruhnkenius is at work upon Velleius Paterculus, 'Burman on
Propertius, Wyttenbach on Plutarch, Tollius upon the Homeric
Lexicon of Apollonius, an edition of which has been published by
Villoison in France. The epistles of Phalaris, respecting the author
of which your countrymen, Boyle and Bentley, had such a contro-
versy™ will soon be published. Have you seen the very elegant

Essay
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Essay of Ruhnkenius on the Life and Writings of Longinus ? Many
copies have been sent to England ;—if you wisli to have one, | will
take an opportunity of procuring it for you. In the course of a few
weeks, a critical miscellany will appear, and it is intended to
publish two or three numbers of it annually. This publication has
a double view; to notice the best new books on every subject
which relate to learned antiquity, and to introduce occasionally new
and unpublished compositions. The authors are unknown, or, rather,
wish to be so; for some of them will certainly be discovered by
their superior erudition, and uncommon elegance of style. | am
sufficiently acquainted with them, to affirm confidently that the
work will please you, With some of the persons concerned in it,
1 am intimately connected, and they have requested me to recom-
mend to them some London bookseller, to whom a few copies may
]e sent for sale. For this purpose | have thought of Elmsley, who
will probably have no objection to try the success of the work in
England, by taking twenty or even fewer copies. | wish however
in the first place to mention the business to you, that Elmsley, or
some other by your interest, may be the more readily induced to
undertake it. There is also another favour of more importance,
which my friends, through my agency, anxiously hope to obtain
from you; the circumstance is this: upon their expressing a wish
that their miscellany should contain extracts from Oriental authors,
particularly Persic and Arabic, | recommended to them, as there
are but few wo'rks of this nature, and still fewer worthy of notice,
that they should leave a space for short dissertations, under the
heads of tracts, or essays, or any other title, by which they may be
communicated, as a means of promoting these studies. | pro-
mised, for my own part, to contribute some biographical memoirs
from Eben Ch4li Khdn, if they should have nothing better to insert.
They approved my advice, and earnestly entreated me to prevail
upon you to furnish them with some essays of this kind; adifing,

that
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that they would prove the greatest ornament and recommendation
of this part of the work, and that if | really enjoyed your friend-
ship, which 1 was perpetually asserting, |1 could not fail of ob-
taining this favour from you. You see, my friend, to what 1 have
been Jed, by boasting of your regard for me. 1 have yielded the
more readily to their solicitations, in the hopes of retrieving by it,
in some degree, the heavy loss which we sustained in you. |
therefore most earnestly entreat and beseech you, by your ancient
love of the Oriental muses, who so feelingly and fondly regret you,
not to omit any convenient opportunity of gratifying our wishes.
Examine your shelves;—you will find many things.ready, and suf-
ficiently perfect for publication. Whatever you send, will be most
acceptable, and it shall appear in our miscellany with or without your
name, as you may think proper. If you have any thing in English,
and want time to turn it into Latin, | will readily undertake the
translation of it, and submit it to the examination of others who are
better scholars than myself, that your reputation may suffer no
impeachment from it. Nothing shall be added, omitted, or changed;
but it shall appear exactly as you send it; to this if you think it
necessary, | will pledge my word. 1 hope it will not be incon-
venient to you to favour me with an early reply to this letter, and I
rely upon your obliging acquiescence in our request.

I congratulate you upon your new office, as an introduction to
something more honourable and lucrative; and as to* the loss of
your liberty, | regret it rather on my account, than on yours. No
one, not even an I™nglishman, can object to service"for tlie public
good, which is the just recompence of virtue and merit. To me,
however, your,confinement is grievous; for, if I was disappointed in
the expectation of seeing you, when you were your own master,
I can scarcely now indulge a distant hope of that pleasure. Do not
however leave me in despair: you have fifty-nine associates ; some

S interval
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interval of leisure may occur, and if it should, do not neglect it, but
run over and make us happy by the enjoyment of your company
and conversation. It is not from want of inclination that | do not
pay you another visit; the recollection of the pleasure | had in your
society, is so strongly impressed upon me, that 1 have nothing more
anxiously at heart, than to fly over to you with all speed, that I
may again enjoy it. Neither is it want of time, that detains me;
for my office, which exclusively occupies me for nine months,
leaves me at lil:>erty the remaining three. What is it then? 1 will
tell you the truth, nor blush to reveal to my friend, “ that, when my
purse is heavier, 1 shall find the journey to you lighter*.”

The soil of Oriental literature in Holland, as elsewhere, is barren ;
it produces only the mere conveniences of life, but no superfluities
whatever. | must therefore defer all hope of accomplishing a
journey to England, without some unexpected improvement of my
circumstances. | shall however bear my lot, whatever it may be,
with patience. Having mentioned this subject to you, | will add
something in which you may essentially serve me. With a view to
improving my fortune, and procuring that affluence, which, though
it may be dispensed with, is most acceptable to those who possess
it, | have determined to undertake the charge of a pupil, to receive
him into my house, and superintend his morals and education. |
am particularly anxious, however, that he should be of your country,
not only because the system of private education is little known or
followed here, but because it would be more agr™able to me to
part with my liberty to an Englishman, (you see how openly 1
speak,) from whom 1 might expect a more substantial recompence.
My pap>er will not allow me to say much more. Oblige me with a
few lines in reply; | am certain you will willingly assist me as
far as you can, and you may depend upon the strictest attention

* A d Arabic proverb”™ adopted, to the situation of the writer.
on



150 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF

oil my part, to any request from you which | can possibly execute.
My wife sends her best compliments to your excellent mother and
sister. Farewell, my dear Jones; and continue to honour me with
your esteem.

H. A. SCHULTENS.

At an interval of more than twenty-five years from the date of
this letter, 1 cannot but acknowledge a disposition to sympathize
with the feelings of the learned writer, and participate the regret
which he expresses, at the deprivation of the society *of his friend,
from his want of means to defray the expence of a journey to
England. At this period, Schultens enjoyed an extensive repu-
tation, and was perhaps the object of envy to many, who, without
any claim to distinction, possessed that opulcnce, which, with all
his indefatigable labours in cultivating and promoting literature, he
liad not been able to procure. We feel the more for him, because
his complaints, (if the confidential communication of his circum-
stances authorize the expression,) are neither deficient in dignity,
nor resignation. In truth, the tract of literature which he had
chosen to cultivate, was more calculated to produce a harvest of
celebrity, than profit.

* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS.
July 1777.
I should have great pleasure in complying with your
kind and friendly request, by furnishing my contribution to the
new work which is soon to appear amongst you, and would exert
myself for this purpose, but the absolute want of leisure makes it
impossible. My law employments, attendance in the courts, inces-
sant studies, the arrangement of pleadings, trials of causes, and

* Appendix, No. 34.

opinions



SIR WILLIAM JONES. 151

opinions to clients, scarcely allow me a few monients for eating and
sleeping. | thank you sincerely for your very entertaining account
of your own occupations, and of what is going on in your country.
If | should hear of any wealthy English gentleman, who wishes to
send his son as a pupil to Holland, to study literature, you may
rely upon my recommendation of your merits, as well as upon my
assistance on all occasions. | must however at the same time tell
you, that an opportunity of this nature is very uncertain.

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORPE.

MY DEAR LORD, Dec. 28, 1777.

I told you, when | had the pleasure of seeing you in
London, that it was doubtful whether 1 should pass my vacation
at Amsterdam or at IBath ; the naiads of the hot springs have pre-
vailed, you see, over the nymj>hs df the lakes, and 1 have been
drinking the waters for a month, with no less pleasure than advan-
tage to my health; the improvement of which I-ascribe, however,
in great measure, to my regular exercise on the downs, and to absti-
nence from any study that requires too much exertion of the n)ind.
I should have seated indeed in Holland from town to town, and a
little voyage woul(M»ave dissipated my bile, if I had any : but that
scheme | must jmtpone till another winter, and have sent an

excuse to my Dutch friend who expected me.
M

As | camc hither entirely for the purpose of recreating my ex-
hausted spirits and strengthening my stomach, 1 have abstained
with some reluctance from dancing, an amusement which 1 am as
fond of as ever, but which would be too heating for a water-
drinker; and as for the idler diversions of a public place, they

have not the recommendation of novelty, without which they
cannot
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cannot long please. You, my dear friend, are in the mean time
relaxing yourself, from the severer pursuits of science and civil
knowledge,,with the healthy and manly exercise of the field, from
which you will return with a keener appetite to the noble feast
which the Muses are again preparing for you at Cambridge. And
here, by way of parenthesis, | must tell you that | joined a small
jiarty of hunters the other morning, and was in at the death of a
Jiare; but 1 must confess, that 1 think hare-hunting a very dull
cxercise, and,fit rather for a huntress than a mighty hunter, rather
for Diana than Orion. Had | the taste and vigour of Actaeon, with-
out his indiscreet curiosity, my game would be the stag or the fox,
and | should leave the hare in peace, without sending her to her
many friends. This heresy of mine may arise from my fondness
tor every thing vast, and my disdain of every thing little, and for
the same reason | should prefer the more violent sport of the
Asiatics, who inclose a whole district with toils, and then attack
the tigers and leopards with jiavelins, to the sofund of trumpets and
clarions. Of music, | conclude, you have as much at Althorpo,
as your heart can desire; I might here have more than my ears
could bear, or my mind conceive, for we have with us La Motte,
Fischer, Rauzzini; but, as | live in the house of my old master,
Evans, whom you remember, | am satisfied with his harp, which 1
prefer to the Theban lyre, as much as | pre%i Wales to ancient
or modern Egypt. -
1

I was thisfDorning with Wilkes, who shewed me a letter lately
written to him from Paris, by Diderot; as | have you know a
qguick memory, | brought away the substance of it, and give it to
you in atranslation almost literal:—" Friend Wilkes, it delights me
“ to hear that you still have sufficient employment for your active
" mind, without which you cannot long be happy. | have just read
“ the several sp'eeches which you have delivered on the subject of

“ your
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* your present war against the provincials; they arc full of elo-
“ guence, force, and dignity. 1 too have composed a specch on
“ the same subject, which | would deliver in your senate, had I
“ aseat in it. 1 will wave for the present, my countrymen, all
“ consideration of the justice or injustice of the measures you are
“ pureuing ; | well know that to be an improper topic at the tinie
“ when the public welfare is inmiediately concerned. | will not
“ even question at present your power to reduce an exasperated
“ and desperate people; but consider, | entreatyou, tl-ut you arc
“ surrounded by nations by whom you are detested ; and say, for
“ Heaven’'s sake, how long you will give them reason to laugh at the
“ ridiculous figure you are making. ‘Fliis is my harangue; it is
“ short in words, but extensive in meaning."— So far, my dear Lord,
we have no reason to censure the thoughts or expreftsions of the
learned Encyclopedist ; what follows is so profligate, that | would
not transcribe it, if | were not sure, that you would join with me
ia condemning it. As to yuurseU7 (he adds,) be cheerful, drink
“ the best wines, k«ep the gayedt company, and should you be
“ inclined to a tender passion, address yourself to such women as
“ make the least resistance; they are as amusing and as interesting
“ as others. One lives with them without anxiety, and quits them

without regret.”—1 want words, Diderot, to express the base-
ness, the folly, the brutality of this sentiment. | am no cynic,
but as fond as any man at Paris of cheerful company, and of such
pleasures as aVnan of virtue need not blu&h to enjoy ; but if the
philosophy of the French academicians be comprised in your
advice to your friend Wilkes, keep it to yourself, and to such as
you. | am of a different sect. He concludes his letter with some
professions of regard, and with a recommendation of a young
Frenchman, who told Wilkes some speeches of Diderot, to the

Empress of Russia, whkh you shall hear at some other time. |
X am
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aminterrupted, and must leave you withreluctance titt the
morning.

* * - « «

An apology, I trust, will not be thought necessary for introducing
that passage in Diderot’s letter, which Mr. Jones reprobates in terms
of asperity and indignation suitable to the rcctitude of his own
mind. His remarks upon it will serve to explain, if it be at all
necessary, certain expressions in his letters, which may be thought
to border upon a levity, that never entered into the composition of
his character. His mind was never tainted with vice, nor was the
morality of his conduct ever impeached. He valued the pleasures
of society, and enjoyed them as long as they were innocent, whilst
he detested, theprinciples and practice of the debauchee and
sensualist, and, like his favourite Hafez, could amuse his leisure
horn's with poetical compositions in praise of love orbeauty,
without sacrificing his health, his time, or his virtue. His censure
of Diderot is equally a proof of his own abhorrence of vice, and of
his anxiety to impress it strongly on the mind of his friend, and late
pupil*.

In
OfDidprot, thus casually latroduced to the notice of the render, it may not be irrele-
vant to give a short account. Hit works I luive never read, nor, iroin tlie character of
ths man, have any A\ish to peruse them, i”~iderot (1 take tuy information from llie Abb6
Barruel) wus one of the gnug of conspirators against the Christian ReUgion. He not
only professed Atheism, but made a boast of it, and inculcated it in his writings. He
vra* invited to Russia, by the Empress Catharine, who at first admired his genius, but
soon found sufficient reason in his conduct and principles to send him back to France.
There were moments in which this professed friend and admirer o™ Voltaire, notwith-
standing his avowe4 impiety, seems to have been compelled by the force of truth to pay
homage to the NeWrKstament. An acquaintance found him one day explaining a
chapter of it to his " ghter, with all the apparent seriousness and energy of a believer.

On expressing his surprise, Diderot replied, “ 1 understand your meaning ; but after all,

* where is it possible to find better lessons for her instruction?” The devils believe, and
tremble.

*

At
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In ~776, Mr. Jones published a translation of the speeches of
Isajus, in causes concerning the law of succcssion to property at
Athens, with a prefatory discourse, notes critical and historical, and
a commentary.

The works of Isaeus had long been neglected ; the subject of them
was dry, and his technical language, as Mr. Jones observes, was
unintelligible to the,herd of granunarians and philologers, by whom
the old monuments of .Grecian learning were saved from destruc-
tion. To rescue them from t)bscurity, and to present them to the
student of our English laws in his native language, was a task
which required tI>e united qualifications of classical erudition and
legal knowledge, and which he discharged with equal pleasure and
success.

“ There is no branch of learning, from which a student .of the law
“ may receive a more rational pleasure, or which seems more likely
“ to prevent his being disgusted with the dry elements of a very
** complicated science, than the history of the rules and ordinances
“ by which nations, eminent for wisdom, and illustrious in arts,
“ have regulated their civil polity: nor is this the only fruit that
“ he may expect to reap from a general knowledge of foreign laws,
“ both ancient and modern; for whilst he indulges the liberal
“ curiosity of a scholar in examining the customs and institu-
“ tions of men*, whose works have yielded him the highest delight,
“ and whose actions have raised his admiration, he will feel tlie

At tkie close of a life of profligary and impiety, consistent with flie aentiinetiU ex*
pressed in hit leUer to Wilkes, Diderot shewed lotne rigns of conliition, and even went
so far aa to declare an intention of publicly recanting his errorg. MtX the barbarity of his
philosophicJmmh interfered to prevent it, and they resolved as far as they could, that he
should die without repentance. Under the pretence that a changc of air would promote
his restcwation to health, they secretly removed him into the country, and never him

until he expired, ia July 1784. ] ]
“ satisfaction



