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more than half of the monthly expense, which the completion of a
digest would, in my opinion, demand. | am under a necessity
therefore of intimating, that if the work he thought expodient, the
charges of it should be defrayed by the govenun»>nt,’and the sala-
ries paid by their officers. The second difficidty is, to find a
director of tiie work and a translator of it, who with a conijK tent
knowledge of the Sanscrit and i\rahic, has a general acquaintance
with the principles of jurisprudence, and a'sufficient share even
of legislative spirit, to arrange the plan of a digest, superintend
the compilation of it, and render the whole, as it proceeds, into
perspicuous English; so that even the translation may acquire a
degree of authority proportioned to the public opinion of his ac-
curacy. Now, though I am truly conscious of possessing a very
moderate portion of those talents, which 1 shoukl recjuirc in the
superintendant of such a work, yet | may without vanity profess
myself equal to the labour of it ; and though 1 would much rather
see the work well conducted by any man than myself, yet 1 would
rather give myself the trouble of it, than not live to see it conducted
at all; and I cannot but know, that the qualifications required even
in the low degree in which 1 possess them, are not often found
united in the same person, for a reason before suggested. If your
Lordship, therefore, after full consideration of the subject, shall be.
ti“pmion, that a digest of Hindu and Mohammedan laws would
be a work of national honour and atility —1 so chftrish both, that I
offer the nation my humble labour as far as | can dis]Kxc of iny
time consistently with the faithful discharge of my duty as a magis-
trate: should this offer be accepted, | should then request your
Lordship to nominate the pundits and maulavis, to whom | would,
severally give a plan conformable to the best analysis that | could
make; and | shoukl be able, if my health continued firm, to
translate every morning, before any other business is begun, as much
as they could compile, and the writcre copy in the preceding day”
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The Dherrnasastra, or hacrecl code of the Hindus, consists  eighteen
books, the first of which would in any age or nation be thought a
wonderful performance; both the first and second have excellent
commentaries of great authority, but the other sixteen are too easy
to need elucidation : the works of Menu, of Yagyawalda, and most
of tiie others are in blank verse, but that cf Gautam is in modu-
lated prose; besides these, the Hindus have many standard law-
tracts with their several commentaries, and among them a fine trea-
tise on inheritances by Jemutavahan, to which our pundits often
refer; though on that subject, the work of Raghunanden seems to
be more generally approved in this province. The ~Mussulmans,
besides a few general rules in the Koran, and a number of tradi-
tional maiims delivered from their Prophet, and his companions
through the sages of their law, together with the opinions of the
celebrated lawyers preserved by their disciples, have two incom-
parable little tracts, one by Surnjuddin™ and the other by Alkuduri;
the former on succession only, and the other on contracts; also with
comments on each, and other comments on them; not to mention
some other tracts of acknowledged authority, and large collections
of decision in particular cases. All these books may, | suppose, be
procured with ease; and some of the most rare among them are in
my possession ; mine | would lend with pleasure to the pundits and
maulavis, if they haj)pened to be unprovided with good copies of
them, and my example would, | persuade myself, be follo\#d on
such an occasion by other collectors of Eastern manuscripts, both
natives and Europeans. This is all that appears necessary to be
written on the subject, with which | began this address to your
Lordship ; 1 could not have expressed myself more concisely without
some obscurity ; and to have enlarged on the technical plan of the
work which 1 have proposed, would have been superfluous.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Calcutta, March \Q, 1788- WILHAM JoNES.
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A proposal such as the letter of Sir William Jones contains, could
not fail of receiving tliat attention which it merited, from the noble-
man, who presided in the government of Jiidia. Fully sensible of
the utility of a digest of Hindu and Mohammedan law, in facilita-
ting what he Avas ever anxious to promote, the due administration of
justice to the native 'subjects of the British empire in ffindustan,
the Marquis Cornwallis considered the accomplishment of the plan,
as calculated to reflect the highest honour upon his administra-
tion. The answer to Sir William Jones, written by his directio®
expressed tliis sentiment with a declaration, that his Lordship
deemed it singularly fortunate, that a person so eminently qualied
for the task, should, from principles of general benevolcnce ajid
public spirit, be induced to engage in an undertaking., as arduous

as it was beneficial.

With this sanction, Sir William Jones immediately entered upon
the execution of the work, and having selected with the greatest
care, from the most learned Hindus and Mohammedans, a sufficient
number of persons duly qualified for the task of compilation, be
traced the plan of the digest, prescribed its arrangement, and
pointed out the manuscripts from which it was to be formed.

Ffom a series of letters addressed to the compiler of these me-
moirs™Non the subject of the digest, a largo scJection might be mado
rdating to it; but as they cannot I> interesting to my readers in
general, | shall not interrupt the narrative by their introduction.

At the period when this work was undertaken by Sir \\iUiam
Jones, he ha<l not resided in India more than fonr years and a half;
during which time, he had not only acquired a thorough knowledge
of the Sanscrit language, but had extended his reading in it so far,

as to* be qualified to form a judgment upon the merit and autho™
s9 rity
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rity of the authors to be used in the compilation of his work ; and
although his labour was only applied to the disposition gf materials
already formed, he was enabled by his previous studies to give them
an arrangement superior to any existing, and which the learned na-
tives themselves approved and admired. In the dispensations of
Providence, it may be remarked, as an occurrence of no ordinary
nature, that the professors of the Braminical faith should so far
renounce their reserve and distrust, as to submit to the direc-

tion of a native of Europe, for compiling a digest of their own
laws.

I now present the reader with the correspondence of Sir William

Jones, during the remainder of 1788 and the fdUowing year, without
interruption.

The first letter refers to a subject, discussed4n a conference be-
tween the executive government of Bengal and the judges, on the
subject of the police at Calcutta, which required great reforma-
tion. The establishment of the supreme court of judicature had
superseded the former local jurisdictions at Fort-William, without
making sufficient provisions for the police of the town; and the
subject discussed at the conference, was that of an application to
the legislature of Great Britain for power to establish an efficient
police. If the recollection of the wrUer of these memoirs does not
deceive him, Sir William misunderstood the result of the confer-
ence, and, under this impression, addressed to him the following
letter, which strongly marks his attachment to the constitution of
his own country, and deserves on this account, as well as for other
opinions expressed in it, to be recorded. His suggestions were

adopted in the application to parliament, and confirmed by its
sanction.

Sir
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Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. SHORE, Esq:
Ftb. 7, 178.
I avail myself of an hour’s leisure, to throw upon
paper, a few thoughts on the suljject of our late conferencc, con-
cerning an application to the legislature, for a power of summartf
conviction and punishment in Calcutta!

The concurrence or dissent of an individual, who is not a member
of an executive government, ought to have so little weight, that I
would not have obtruded my opinion, if it had not been asJccd:
but it would ill become me to concur in an applicatjoa to parlia-
ment, for a power, the granting of wliich, if 1 were myaclf in par-
liament, | should hold it my duty to oppose.

The difficulty which we all seemed sensible, arises from a
supposed necessity of deviating from the spirit and form of English
judicature in criminal cases; yet the English form has been ap-
proved by the wisdom of a thousand years, and has been found
effectual in the great cities of England, for the good order and
government of the most high-“minded, active, and restless people
that exists on earth.

I could easily demonstrate, that the criminal code of our nation*
«is fully sufficient to punish every temporal wrong, and redress every
temporal evil, that can injure the public or individuals, and a
British tribunal, for punishment of religious offenfces by Hindus or
Mussulmans, would not only be an inquisition of the most ex-
traordinary kind, but would, I am persuaded, Ix; offensive in the
beginning, and oppressive in the end, to the natives of botli

religions.
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The question is then reduced to this: is it absolutely necessary
to convict niid punish offenders in Calcutta without a jury ? if it be,
we must follow the example of Solon, wht) enacted such laws as
were, though not the best in themselves, yet the best that circum-
stances would admit. |1 am not convinced that such a necessity
exists, and' strongly incline to think it does not. The evil to be
remedied is the small numl>er of magistrates; the obvious remedy
iIs to appoint a greater number. If -the legislature therefore would
give the Governor in council, a power to appoint from six to twelve
justices of the peace, those justices would (under the directioiv
of government) appoint subordinate peace officers, whose legal
powers are very considerable yet accurately defined ; but a SADE-
intendant of the 'police™ is an officer unknown to our system, bor-
rowed from a foreign system, or at least suggesting the idea of a
foreign constitution, and his powers being dark and undefined,
are those which our law most abhors. The justices would hold a
session every quarter of a year ; without troubling the members of
government, who have other avocations; so that in every year
there would be six sessions for administering criminal justice ; but
then comes the great question, how could the juries be supplied
without injury to those who should sit on them? Now, without
urging that some occasional trouble, and perhaps loss, are the fine
which Englishmen pay for their freedom; without intimating that
but a few years ago, an application to parliament was made, among
other objects, for a trial by jury in all cases, even in Calcutta; with-
out contending, that if summary convictions be once made pala-
table, we should gradually lose our relish for the admirable mode of
trial, on which our common liberties at home almost wholly de-
pend; without rambling a moment from the point before us, |
conceive that three hundred persons, qualified to serve on petty
juries, would be far more than sufficient to divide the trouble with

fconveuience to themselves, and benefit to the community.

X . On
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On the whole, the annual burthen on each individual, especially
if akind of rotation were observed, or even if the chance of a ballot
were taken, would be too inconsiderable to weigh a feather against
the important object of supporting so excellent a mode of trial.

After all, are we sure that the British subjects in Calcutta, would
be better pleased than myself with any slur upon the constitutional
trial by jury ? and as to the natives, besides the policy of allowinj?
them all the beneficial effects of our judicature, (and that a trial by
twelve men, instead of one, with a power of exceptionH is a b('nefit,
must be granted by all,) 1 rather think that tlx; inhabitants of a
British town, owing local allegiance, are entitled to the local ad-
vantage of being tried by a British form. In all events, if it be a
benefit, they ought not to be deprived of it witliout some greater
public good to compensate the private injustice, than would result,
I apprehend, from the power of summary conviction, if it were
exercised by men, whose monthly gains would depend on the num-
ber of complaints made, and of fines levied"

I am confident therefore, after mature deliberation, that nothing
more is to be desired than a pwwer in this government, of appointing
justices of peace by annual commissions »and these being my
«entiments, 1 rely on your friendship, so long and so constantly
manifested, that if it should e thought proper to mention tliC
concurrence of the judges, you will remember that their concur-
rence was not unanimous.

I could easily have said all this and more, but 1 chose this
mode through delicacy and fear of giving pain. Farewell, and as
I esteem you, so esteem, dear Sir,

Your ever affectionate, See.
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Sir WILLIAM JONES to J, SHORE, Esq.
Gardem, 17*9.
I thank you heartily, my dear Sir, for every part of
your letter, and for your strings of Oriental gems, both for the
Durr and the Sheheh*; the pearls appear with more lustre by the
side of the beads.

Y6ur guotations from the elegies of Washi are sweetly pathetic;
but I will not detain your servant by more observations. Sacontala,
will hardly be finished before | go to my cottage ; happy shall I be
if your occupations allow you to pass a few days near It. Adieu.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. SHORE, Esq.
Gardens, 1788.
The verses are worthy of Catullus, and in his manner;
they would appear well in Hendecasyllahks. 1 will think at some
leisure moment of giving them a Persian dress according to your
hints. | rejoice that you have it in your power to relieve your
mind by poetical imagery; it is the true use of the fine arts.

I have been reading cases for a judgment on Tuesday, from nine
o’clock till past two.—Farewell.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to br. PATRICK RUSSEL.
Crithm-nagur, Sept, 24, 1788.
I have acted like those libertines wlp defer repent-
ance till the hour of death, and then fmd that they have not time
to repent. Thus | deferred the pleasure ofanswering letters till the
vacation, but found the term and session so long, that | have scarce
any vacation at all. | must therefore write very laconically, thank-

*

An Onenul expression for prose and verse.

ing
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ing you heartily for your kind letters, and very curious pa))crs in
natural history, wishing that the public may soon gather the fruit
of your learned labours.

The business of the court this year, has left lue no leisure to
examine flowers at Criehna-nagur. . The sija is never in blossom
when I am here; but though it has something of the form of tiie
cactus, yet I imagine from the milk of it, that it is an Euphorbia.

With all ray exertions | cannot procure any fresh spikenard;
but I will not desist. | have two native physicians in my family”
but they have only seen it in a dry state.

I am very sorry to lind that you are leaving us, as | have no
chance of seeing Europe till the end of the eighteenth century.
I wish you and your brother and liii family a prosperous and
speedy voyage. It isimpossible for me to write more than Vive, vale J

Sir WILLIAM JONES to THOMAS CALDICOIT, Esq.

Sept.U, 1788.

We had incessant labour for six, hours a day, for

three whole months, in the hot season between the tropics, and,
what is a sad consequence of long uttings, we have scnrcely any
vacation. | can therefore only writejo you a few lines this autumn™
Before your brother sent me Lewisdon Hill, | had read it twice
aloud to different companies, with great delight to myself and to
them : thank the author in my name. | believe his nameless ri-
vulet is called Bret or Brit, (whcnce Bridport) by Michael Drayton,
who describes tlie fruitful Marshwood. e oo - - -

Pray assure all who care for me, or whom I am likely to care for,
that I never, directly or indirectly, asked for the succession to S/a
E. Im-
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E. Impey, and that, if any indiscreet friend of mine lias asked for
it in my name, the request was not made by my desire, and never
would have been made with my assent.
“ Co’ magnanimi pochj, a chi '1ben piace,”

1 have enough, but if | had not, 1 think an ambitious judge a
very dishonourable and mischievous character. Besides, J never
would have opposed Sir R. Chambers, who has been my friend
twenty-five years, and wants money, which I do not.

I have fixed on the year 1800 for my return towards Europe, if
I live 80 long, and hope to begin the new century auspiciously
among my friends in England.

P.S. Since | wrote my letter, I have amused myself with
composing the annexed ode to Abundance*. | took up ten or
twdve hours to compose and copy it; but I must now leave
poetry, and return for ten months to J. N. and J. S.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to GEORGE HARDING, Esg.

Srpt. 24, 1788.
MY DEAE FRIEND,

1 am the worst and you the best correspondent; and
I make but a pitiful return for your two kind letters by assuring
you, that | find it impossible to answer them fully this season.
liMy eyes were always weak, and the glare of an Indian sky has not
strengthened them; the little day-light 1 can therefore spare from
my public duties, 1 must allot to studies connected witli them, I
mean the systems of Indian jurisprudence, and the two abstruse
languages ia w'hich the Hindu and Mussulman laws arc written.

e Works, vol. vi. p. 355.
5 Anna
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Anna Maria is pretty well, and 1am consequently hanpv: iny
own health is firm, and excepting the state of hers, 1 have all the
happiness a mortal ought to have.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to W. SHIPLEY, Esq.
Sept. 87, 1788.

* - * My own health by God’s blessinp is firm, but mj
eyes are weak, and 1 am so intent upon seeing the digest of Indian
laws completed, that | devote my leisure almost entirely to that
oSject; the natives are much pleased with the work; but it is only
a preliminary to the security, which | hope to sec established
among our Asiatic subjects.

The business of our society is rather an amusement than a labour
to me: they have as yet published nothing; but have material for
two quarto volumes, and will, I hope, send one to Europe next
spring. | lament the sad effects of party, or rather faction in your
Maidstone society, but hope (to use a word of Dr. Johnson) that it
will redintegrate. Many thanks for the transactions of your Lon-
don society, which | have lent to a very learned and ingenious
friend, who is much pleased with them.

Sir W. JONES toJ. BURNETI', Lord MONTBODDO.
Sq>t. 24, 1788.

I’'he questions concerning India, which you do me the
honour to think me capable of answering, require a longer answer
than the variety of my present occupations allow ojc to write.
Sulfer me therefore to inclose a discourse not yet published, which
may give you some satisfaction on Indian literature, and to refer
you to the first volume of the transactions of our society, which
will, 1 hope, be sent next seasfin to Europe. As my prinéipa”™

TT oh]
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object is the jurisprudence, 1 have not yet examined the philosophy
of the Brahmans; but | have seen enough of it to be convinced,
that the doctrines of the Vidanti school are Platonic.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. SHORE, Esq.

Jan. 26, 178Q.
Let me trouble you, as you see Colonel Kyd oftener
than | do, to give him Sir George Young's botanical letter, which I
annex. 1 have requested Colonel Martin to send Sir George all
the seeds which he can collect, and will co-operate (as far as my
occupations will allow) in the plan of transferring to the West
Indies, the spicy forests of Asia; but | have little time at com-
mand, and, holding every engagement sacred, | must devote rny
leisure to the system of Asiatic jurisprudence, which 1 will see
established before | see Europe. It will properly follow your wise
and humane design of giving security to the property of the na-
tives. When you have had a copy taken of the Persian Hermit,* |
shall be glad to borrow it, that my munshi may transcribe it.
Could you not find some leisure hour to explain an episode of Ho-

mer to Serajdhak, that he might try his hand with it ?

Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. SHORE, Esq.
1789.
Flemingt still keeps me a prisoner, and forbids my
reading aloud, which used to be my chief amusement in the even-
ing. | trust you will soon be well, and that we shall ere long meet.
If the man you mention be guilty, I hope he will be punished; I

* | explained to Seraj6lhak, the person mentioned by Sir William Jones, Parnel’s
Hermit, and he compoued a Persian poem on the same subject. As it has been fn-
guentljr- transcribed, it might perhaps, without this e.xplanatiun, at some future time be
considered the original of Parnel’s poem.

His physician..
hate
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hate favouritism; and if I had the dominions of Chingis Khan, I
would not httve one favourite.

Tiie poem of Washi has great)}' delighted me; it almost equals
Metastasio's on a similar subject, and far surpasses other Ifasukts*
which | have seen; yet the beautiful simplicity of the old Arabs,
in their short elegies, appears unrivalled by any thing in Persian.
I transcribe one of them which 1 have just read in the liB.masa-f"

Cense, fniitles* tears! afflicted bosom, !
My tears ebej, but not my wounded brewit.
Ah, no! this lieart, despairing and furloru.

Till time itself slioJdi end, mu»t bleed and iuouni.

t

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Mr. Justice HYDE.

* June 5, 178f).

Though | do not wish to give you the ])gin of sympa-

thizing (as | know you will sympathize) with me in my present dis-
tress, yet as you possibly know it, and as you might think me
unusually dejected when we meet, 1 cannot forbear writing to you;
especially as 1 feel a kind of relief in venting my sorrow to an ap-
proved friend. One or two English papers mention the death of
Lady Jones’s father, in such a manner, as to leave me no hope of
its being a mistake; this 1 have known since the 15th of May, but
as it may possibly be untrue, | could not in any degree prepare her
for the dreadful intelligence. | have therefore taken effectual mea-
sures to keep it secret from her, but it is a secret which cannot long
be kept; and the bare idea of the pang, which she too soon must
feel, and the probable effects of that pang on her delicate consti-
tution, now particularly enervated by the hot season, give me a

- fVvamkt, the appellation of an amatory elegy, d«cri])tive of the varioui feniatioos
and passions excited by love,

t The original is ouiiucd.

dexyceJ
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degree of anguish, which | never before fdt. Mr. Shore has
kindly promised to take care, that all her letters by the Indiamen
shall be sent in a sealed packet to me, that I may select for her first
perusal the letter from her wisest friend, the dowager Lady Spencer,
ewhose hand-writing | cannot mistake; | wish | could suppress them
all, but that is impossible. Tlie pain of losing our parents, time,
and timeonly, will mitigate; but my dread is, that the first shock
will have some terrible eft'ect on her health, and this fear haunts me
night and day. That your letters may contain the most comfort-
able news, and that | may see you on Wednesday in perfect health,
is the hearty wish of, iny dear Sir,
Your faithful and affectionate

William Jones”?®

Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. SHORE, Esq.

* June 9,

* * * - - *

I am glad Jayadeva* pleases you, and thank you for
the sublime period of Hooker; of which 1 had only before seen the
first part His idea of heavenly and eternal law is just and noble ;
and human law as derived from it, must partake of the praise as far
as it is perfectly administered; but corruptio optimi Jit pessima, and
iIf the administration of law should ever be corrupted, some future
philosopher or orator will thus exhibit the reverse of the medali

“ Of law there can be no more acknowledged, than that her seat
is the storehouse of quirks, her voice the dissonance of brawls;
all her follower indeed, both at the bar and below it, pay her
homage, the very least as gaining their share, and the greatest as
hoping for wealth and fame; but kings, nobles, and people of
what condition soever, though each in different sort and manner,

* GitagoviadBi or ihe songs of Jayadevaj Works, vol. i. p. 463.

113

113

113

«yet
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“ yet all have uniformly found their patience exhausted by her
“ delays, and their purse by her boundless demands*.”

* * * * The parody was so obvious, that I could
not refrain from shewing you the wrong side of the taf>estry, with
the same figures and flowers, but all maimed and discoloured.

SirWILLIAM JONES to J. SHORE, Esq.

1780.

We have finished the twentieth, and last book of

Ciuicciardini’s History, the most authentic, 1 believe (may | add, I

fear) that ever was composed. 1 believe it, because *tlie historian

was an actor in his terrible drama, and personally knew the prin-

cipal performers in it; and 1 fear it, because it exhibits the woeful

picture of society in the 15th and iGth centuries. If you can

spare Reid, we are now ready for him, and will r]j*re his two
volumes on our |;eturn from Chrishna-nagur.

"When we meet, | will give you an accoimt of my progress in d&**
tecting a most impudent fraud, in forging a Sanscrit book on oaths,
by Hindus, since | sawyou. The book has been brought to me,
on a few yellow Bengal leaves apparently modern. The Brahman,
who brought it from Sambhu Chaudra Kai, said it was twelve
years old; | believe it had not been written twelve days. Hesnid

* The reitder will thank me for giving him an opportunity of perusing the pai»*ge,
the dose of the Aret book of the Eccleiiastical Polity, which Sir WiHiam Joncf hai
parodied.

=« O f law, there can be no leu acknowledged than that her leat ii tlte boioin of God,
*' her voice the harmony of the world : all things ia Heaven and Earth do her homage,
“ the very least as feeling her care, and the greatest as not exempted from her power;
" both angels and men, and creaturcs of what condition soever, though each in difTerent

sort and manner, yet all with uniform consent, admiring her as the mother of thdr

“ peace and joy.”

at
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the original work of Mahadeva liimself, from which the prohibitiou
of swearing by tiie water of tlie Ganges was extracled, was at
Chrishua™nagiir. | desired him to tell Sambhu Chaudra, who wants
me to admit him a suitor, informd pauperis, without taking his oath,
that unless lie brought me the original, and that apparently ancient,
1 should be convinced that he meant to impose upon me.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Mr. Justice HYDE.
Sept. 19, 1789.
You have given Lady Jones great pleasure, by m-
forming us from so good authority, that a ship is arrived from
England; sire presents you with her best compliments.

Alost readily shall 1 acquiesce in any alleviation of Horrebow’s*
misery, that you and Sir Robert Chambers shall think just and legal.
I liave not o] ]| law book with me, nor if I had many, should 1 per-
fectly know where to look for a mitigation by the court of a sen-
tence, which they pronounced after iull consideration of all its
probable effects on the person condemned. 1 much doubt, whether
it can legally be done; nor do | think the petition states any
urgent reason for it. First, he mentions losses already sustained (not
therefore to be prevented by his enlargement), and, in my opinion,
they cannot easily be more than he deserves. Next, his wife's
health may have been injured by his disgrace, and may not be
restored by our shortening the time of his confinement, which, if I
remember, is almost half expired, and was as short as justice tem-

- Tliis nmn, a foreigner, commanding a vessel, trading to Bengal, was convicted
fore the supreme court ofjudicature, of purclmaing the children of natives, for tlic pur-
pose of carrying them out of the country, and selling them as slaves. It was the first
instance of an attempt of this kind ; lit was prosccuad by order of the jyovernment of

IJengal, and since the punishment inflicted upon Horrcbow, the attempt has not been
I™'ocatced.

pered

be-
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pered with lenity would allow. Ills own health is not said to be
aflected by the imprisonment in such a place, at such a season, for
if it were proved that he were dangerously ill, we niigll|, 1 suppose,
remove him to a healthier place, or even let him go to sea, if able
surgeons swore, that in their serious opinion, nothing else could
save his life. That is by no means the case, and 1 confess, 1 have
no compassion for hin>; njy compassion is for the enslaved children
and their parents. Nevertheless 1 know the benevolence of your
heart, and shall approve whatever you and Sir Il. C. may do, if any
precedent can be found or recollected of a power m the court U>do

what is now prayed.
1 am, &c.

Prince ADAM CZARTORYSKI to Sir WILLIAM JONES.

Srpt. QO, 1788.

It is but a fortnight ago since the gcntleig™n, to whom

the most flattering proof of your kind ren)eujbrance was committed,

delivered it into my hand. | received it with a joined sentiment of

gratitude and of vanity. It will be an easy task for you to find out

why 1 am grateful, and every body, but yourself, will soon hit upon
the reasons, why your having thought of me makes me vaic.

The letter, the idea of the man who wrote it, the j>lace from
whence it came, the language of 1Jalez, all that j)ut together, set iny
imagination at once in a bluije, and wafted me over in a wish from
the Pole to the Indies. It has awakened a train of ideas, which lay
dormant for a while, and rekindled my somewhat forgotten heat for
the Oriental muses, which is not however to be put on the account
of inconstancy, but to my having been crossed in my love for them,
rery near as much as Sir Roger de Coverly is said to liave been, in
his addresses to his unkind widow. The war, broke out of late,

deprived me of my last resource, which was a dervish native
Samercand”™



378 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF

t~"Saraercand, who was just come to live with rae in the capacity of
luunslii, his religious zeal would not allow hun to continue out of
sight of the Sangiak Sheriff so he hastened back to his brethren.
After the reception of your letter | grieved still more in seeing
myself deprived of proper and easy means to cultivate so interest-
ing a branch of learning, and could not foVbcar casting an impa-
tient reflection on that warlike spirit, whose influence leaves nothing
happy, nothing undisturbed. The acquisition of a language will
always appear to me niuch more valuable than that of a desert.
The sudden departine of my dervish has, 1 find, soured my temper
against conqucst and conquerors. | wished it was in my power to
sweeten it again by the charms of your intercourse, under the benign
influence of the climate you inhabit. 1Jow iiappy should | think
myself in the enjoyment of your leisure hours, in perusing a coun-
try where every object is worth dwelling upon, in paying a visit to
the Rajah of*Kisnagoor, with a letter of recommendation from your
hand I But, whilst, with a heated fancy, | am expatiating on
those delightful subjects, | find myself in reality circling iji a round
of things as little suiting with my inclination, as the roughness of
the heavcii does with iny constitution ; for quid frigore sarmatico
pejusf which becomes still more intolerable, if you add to it the
m arcto et inghrius labor, to which we are unfortunately doomed.
I cannot finish this letter without repeating to you the warmest
acknowledgment of your kind remembrance. | shall be certain to
preserve it for ever, if the highest degree of esteem for your emi-
nent qualities and talent«, and the most sincere regard for your
person, are sufficient title* to ensure it. | am invariably, &c.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Sir JOSEPH BANKS.
DEAR SIR JOSKPII, 17, 1789.
‘J'he season for paying my annual epistolary rents being
A.turnc<l with the rough gales of the autumnal equinox, 1 am eager
to
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to oflcr my tribute, wlierc it is most due, to my best landlord, who,
instead of claiming, like the India company, sixteen shillings in the
pound for the neat profits of my farm (I speak correctly, though
metaphorically) voluntarily offers me indulgences, even if | should ,
run in arrears.

You have received, | trust, the pods of the finest Dacca cotton,
with which the commercial resident at that station supplied me, and
mwhich | sent by different conveyances, some inclosed to yourself,
some to Sir George Young, and some by private hands. Jiut I
have always found it safer to send letters and small parcels by tlxj
public packet, than by carelcss and inconsiderate individuals. |
am not partial to the pryangu, which I now find is its true name ;
but Mr. Shore found benefit from it, and procured the fresh plants
from Arracan, which died unluckily in their way to Calcutta. But
seriously, it deserves a longer trial before its tonic virtues, if it have
any, can be ascertained. It is certainly not so fine a bitter as ca-

momile or columbo root.

I wish politics at the devil, but hope that, when the King reco-
vered, science revived. It gives me great pain to know, that party
as it is called (I call it faction, because | hold party to be grounded
on principles, and faction on self-interest, which excludes all prin-
ciple) has found its way into a literary club, who meet reciprocally
to impart and receive new ideas. | have deep-rooted political prin-
ciples, which the law taught me ; but I should never think of intro-
ducing them among men of science, 6tid if, on my return to
Europe ten or twelve years hence, | should not find mor(”~«cicncc
than politics in the club, my seat in it will be at the scrvice of any
politician who may wish to be one of the party.

\VARY; Airl
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An intimate friend of Mr. Blanc has Avritteii to bin), at my
request, for the newly discovered fragrant grass; and should the
plants be sent before the last ships of the season sail, they shall
be sentto you. Whether they be the nard of the ancients, I must
doubt, because we have sweet grasses here of innumerable species ;
and Reuben Burrow brought me an odoriferous grass from the,
place where the Ganges enters India, and where it covers whole
acres, and perfumes the whole country. From his account of it,
I suspect it to be Mr. Blane’s; but I could make nothing of the
dry specimens, except that they differed widely from the Jatamomi,
which | am persuaded is the Indian nard of Ptolemy. | can only
procure the ‘dry Jaiammm, but if | can get the stalks, roots, and
flowers fi'om Butan, | will send them to you. Since the death of
Ktenig, we are in great want of a professed botanist. | have
twice read with rapture the Philosophia Bofanica, and have Murray’s
edition of the “ genera et species plantarum” always with me ; but,
as | am no lynx, like Linnajus, | cannot examine minute blossoms,
especially those of grasses.

We are far advanced in the second volume of our Transactions.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to JOHN WILMOT, Esq.
Sept. fiO, 1789.
Every sentence in your letter gave me great pleasure,
and particularly the pleasing and just account of your truly vene-
rable fatlier. I>ady Jone?, after the first pang for the loss of hers,
resigned herself with tru” piety to the will of God. She is very
weak, ~iid always ill during the heats. | have been, ever since my
seasoning, as they call it, perfectly well, notwithstanding incessant
business seven hours in a day, for four or five months in a year,
and unrcniitted application, during the vacations, to a vast and in-
teresting
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teresting study, a complete knowledge of India, which | can only
jittain in the country itself, and | do not mean to stay in the
country longer than the last year of the eighteenth century. 1 re-
joice that the King is well, but take no interest in the contests of
your aristocratical factions. The time never was, when | would
have enlisted under the banners of any faction, though I might
have carried a pair of colours, if I had not spurned them, in either
legion. \ly party is that of the whole j>eople, and my priuciples,
which the law taught me, are only to be changed by a change of
existence.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Mr. Justice HYDE.
Oct. QO

Though | hope, my dear Sir, to be with you almost as
soon as this letter, yet | write it beouuse it is the last that | shall
write to any one for the next eleven months, and | feel so light,
after the completion of my severe epistolary task, that I am dis-
posed to play a voluntary. | have answered fifty very long letters
from Europe, and a IOuUitude of short ones; among the rest, 1
had one from the Chief Baron, who desires his remembrance to
you by the title of his old and worthy friend. Another from Mrister
Wilmot informs me, that his father, Sir Eardley, had nearly ended
his eightieth year, with as good health, and asclear intellects, ns he
ever had in the prinje of life. When 1 express a hope of seeing
you in two or three days, it isonly a hof>e; for 1 shall affront the
Mandarin at Chinsura", if | do not make my annual visit to him ;
now 1 can only visit him at night, and the wind ad tide may tlelay
me, as they did last year. In all events, | shall be with you if I
live, before the end of the week, as | am prc[)aring to go on board
my pinnace. Besides my annuities of Europe letters, which | pay
at this season, 1 have been winding up all the odds and ends of all®

e Mr. TitsingJdi, Governor of Chinsum.
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my private or literary concerns, and shall think of nothing for eleven
months to come, but law, European or Indian. | have Mritten
four papers for our expiring society, on very curious subjects, and
have prepared materials for a discourse on the Chinese: the society
is a puny, rickety child, and must be fed with pap; nor shall it die
by my fault; but die it must, for I cannot' alone support it. In
my youthful days, I was always ready to join in a dance or a
concert, but I could never bring myself to dance a solitary horn-
pipe, or to play a solo. When | see Titsingh (who, by the way,
*will never write any thing for us, as long as his own Batavian

society subsists), I will procure full information concerning the
pincushion rice, and will report it to you. Lady Jones is as usual,
and sends her best remembrance. | too am as usual, and as ever,

dear Sir, your faithful, &c.

William Jones™

Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. SHORE, Esq.

Oct. 90,1789.

Your approbation of Sacontala, gives at least as much
pleasure to the translator as you had from the perusal of it, and
would encourage me to translate more dramas, if I were not re-
solved to devote all my time to law, European and Indian.

The idea of your happiness, (and few men have a brighter pro-
spect of it than yourself,) reconciles me to our approaching separa-
tion, though it must be very long*: for | will nM see England,
while the interested factions which distract it, leave the legislature
no time for the great operations which are essential for public fe-
licity, while patriotic virtues are derided as visionary, and while
the rancour of contending parties fills with thorns those particular

pjocieties, in which | hoped to gather nothing but roses. | am

sorry
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sorry (for the metaphor brings to my mind the Bostani Kheiynl*)
that the garden of fancy should have as many weeds as that of
poUtics. Surajelhak, pronounced it with emphasis, a wonderful
work; and a young Mussuhiian assured me, that it comprised all
the finest inventions of India and Persia. The work will probably
mend as it proceeds. e

We must spare ourselves the pain of taking a formal leave; so
farewell. May you live happy in a free country I
I am, &c.

The affectionate wish which concludes these extracts from the
correspondence of Sir William Jones, was dictated by the circum-
stance of my departure from India: it has been verified ; and the
recollection of the place, which I held in his esteem, however ac-
companied with regret for his death, is an additional source of that
happiness, which he wished me to enjoy.

Among other literary occupations in which he employed himself
during the two last years, itis to be noticed, that he undertook the
office of editor of the elegant poem of Hatejiy on the unfortunate
loves of Lain and Mujnoouf an Arabian youth and princcss. The
benevolent object of his labours renders tliein interesting, as the
kjook was published at his own expense, with a declared appropria-
tion of the produce of the sale, to the reliefof insolvent debtor* in
the gaol at CaJcutta;

In the English preface to the Persian work, lie has given a trans-
lation of five distichs in tlie measure of the original, and has shewn

- The Garden of Fancy; the title of an Eastern romftnce in Pcriion, in

thij

(juarto volumes.
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that a bare transposition of the accents gives five English couplets
in the form which some call heroic, and others elegiac. As a
metrical curiosity, | first transcribe the lines in the measure of the
original, with the transposed version of the couplets in the English
form:
’ N

With clreeks where etcnial paradise bloom’d,

Sweet Laili the sowl of Kais had consum’d.

Transported her heavenlj' graces he view'd;

Of slumber no more he thought, nor of food.

Love rais'd in their glowing bosoms hi» throne.

Adopting the choscn pair as liis own.

'I'ogether on flowery seats they repos'd :

Their lips not one idle moment were clos'd.

To mortuls they gave no hint of their smart:

Love only the gcerct <lrew from each heart.

TRANSPOSITION.
With cheeks where paradise eternal bloom’d,
Sweet Laili bad the soul of Knis consum’d.
Her heav'nly graces he transported view'd:
No more he thought of slumber, nor of food.
Love in their glowing bosoms rais'd his throne.
The chosen pair adopting as his own.
On flowery seats together they repos'd :
Their lips one idle taoment were not clos’d.
No hint they gave to mortals of their smart:
Love only drew the secret from «ach hesut.

It has already been mentioned, that, in the earliest periods O
his education, Sir William Jones had applied himself mth uncom-
mon assiduity to the study of prosody, and, as he advanced in the
acquisition of dialecl*8, lie continued to cultivate a knowledge
of the laws of metre, which lie found of the greatest utility, in
ascertaining the text of Oriental authors. In the collection of his
works, we read a translation of the first Nemean ode of Pindar,

nearly as possible in the same measure as the original, and

5 amongst
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amongst other compositions of the same kind, not intended for
publication, I find a translation of an ode of Sappho, word for
word from the original, and syllable for syllable in the same mea-
sure, by the truest rules of English quantity.

In the beginning of i789> the first volume of the Researches of the
society was published. The selection of the papers was left to the
judgment of Sir Wilham Jones, and he unilertook the laborious
and unpleasant office of superintending the printing. A Vhird part
of the volume, the most interesting as well as instructive, is oc-
cupied by the coatributions of the president.

Having passed halfof my life in India, I may be permitted to
avail myself of the opportunity afforded by this publication, to
vindicate my fellow-labourers in the East, from one amongst many
reproaches undeservedly bestowed upon them. A disiuciination to
explore the literature and antiquities of Hindustan has been urged,
as the natural consequence of that immoderate pursuit of riciies,
which was supposed to be the sole object of the servants of the
East-India Company, and to engross tlieir whole attention. The
difficulty attending the acquisition of new idioms, the obstacles
opposed by tlie fears, prejudices, and the reserve' of the natives,
the constant occupations of official duty, and the injurious effort
of sedentary application in a tropical climate upon tlic constitution.
MJYe unnoticed or disregarded, and no allowances made for ijnpe*
diments, wiiich time and perseverance could alone surmount.

The reproach was unmerited; and long before’~e arrival of Sir
William Jones in India, the talents of several persons there had
been applied with considerable success, not only to investigations,

by which the public interests were essentially assisted, but to those
scicnti
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scicntific researches, which he more effectually promoted The art
of printing had been introduced into Bengal, by ihe untaught skill
of Mr. Wilkins, and had advanced to great perfection ; atid many
publications equally useful and interesting, issued from the press
which he had established.
9

The genius, example, and direction of Sir 'William .Tones, anti-
cipated what time might perhaps have effected, but with slower
progress. With advantages which no European in India possessed,
he employed the ascendancy derived from his sup(Mior learning,
knowledge, and abilities, to form an institution for pnr.nMtii g and
preserving the literary laboui’'s of his countrymen ; and whi) « he
exhibited himself an examj)le for imitation, and pointed out in his
disx:ourses, those extensive investigations which he only was ca-
pable of conceiving, his conduct was adapted to encourage, and
invite all who possessed talents and knowledge, to contribute to
the success of the institution. The establishment of the society,
which does no less honour to him, than to the character of our
countrymen in Asia, may hereafter form an important article in the
general history of arts and sciences ; and, if the future labours of
the members should be continued with the same zeal, the obliga-
tions of the public will be proportionably increased*. In the
twenty years wliich have elapsed since this establishment was
formed, more accurate information on the history and antiquities,,
on the arts, sciences, and literature of India, has been given to
the world, than ever before appeared ; and without disparaging the
labours of other investigators, and the merit of antecedent pabli-
cations, the volumes of the Asiatic Researches will ever remain

- Three volumes of the Asiatic Researches were published before the death of
AVilliain Joives; afourth was ready for the press, at the time of his demise, in April 1794,
and a seventh volume hat since been received in England.

an

Sir
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an honourable testimony of the zeal and abilities of the liritiah
resideiJts in Hindustan*.

A copy of this work was transmitted by Sir A\Nillium Jones to tlw
Right Honourable Henry Dundys, with a icttci intimating a wish
that the King would .honour the society by his acceptance of it,
with which iiis Majesty graciously complied!.

* I cannot omit this opportunity of pacing a tribute to IUu. (.'Uliglitencd views aud
enlarged policy of Marcjuii Wellesley, Governor-General of India, in Xyunding a col-
lege at Fort William, in Bengal, for the instruction of the servants of tlie Kart-Inditt
Company, in every branch*of useful knowledge. The pliiD of the institution mny per-
haps have been more extensive than was absolutely neceisnry for this purpose, but against
the principle of It, n(”solid objection could be urged. The tuucUuu* astigited to tl»e
serviints of the Eust-India Cuinpuny, are of great mugnituUe, variety, and im)>ortuiK-c;
and to discharge them properly, requires the education of a statesman and legislator, and
a thorough knowledge of the dialects in use in Hindustnn. To enable the servants of the
Company to acquire the necessary qualifications for the due dischargtf of these iiiiportiint
duties, was the grand object of the institulion, which at the ttuiie tiiue comprchrndtfj
the relig'ious instruction, and tl)e supcrinteuduuce of Uie morals and habits of the pupils.
Considered in a secondary and subordinate point of view, it was calculated to promote the
objects proposed in the formation of the Asiatic socicty. A volume of essays by the
students in the college has becH published,- which doe* equal honour to them and to the

institution.

t The acceptance of the volume by the King, was announccfl by the following letter:
Lord Goenvitte to the Right Honourable H. Dunuas.

Sir, ' WhiUhall, Ftb. 82, 171>0.

" ! Having laid before the King, Sir William Jones’s letter to youj lam

directed by "Ht« Majesty, » rignifyhi* gr*cious acoeptnncc of tl»c volume transmitted by

you; and at the same time, to express His Majesty’s satisfaction in the progresa of tlw

sciences in the British esublishmcut in India, and his approbotioa d<' the iuiportunt un-
dertaking in which Sir William Jones is engaged.

lam. Sir,
Your most obedicot humble mvant,

W. W. 0*EKviite.
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In the same year, Sir William presented to tlie public a translar
tion of an ancient Indian drama, under the title of Sacontala, or
tht Fatal Ring, exhibiting a most pleasing and authentic picture of
old Hindu manners, and one of the greatest curiosities that the
literature of Asia .had yet brought to light. Calidas, the author
of it, whom Sir William Jones calls the Shakspcare of India, lived
in the first century bisfore Christ, not many years after Terence, and
he tvrote several other dramas and poetical pieces, of which only
Sacontala has received an European dress. Tlie violation of the
unities, as well as the mixture of foreign mythology, which consti-
tutes the machinery of the play, are irrecoucileable with the purer
taste, which marks the dramatic compositions of Europe : but,
although the translator declined offering a criticism on the cha-
racters and conduct of the play, “ from a conviction that the
“ tastes of men differ as much as the sentiments and passions, and
“ that in feeling the beauties of art as in smelling flowers, tasting
“ fruits, viewing prospects, and hearing melody, every individual
“ must be guided by his own sensations and the incommunica-
ble associations of his own ideas,” we may venture to pronounce
that, exclusive of the wild, picturesque, and sublime imagery which
characterizes it, the simplicity of the dialogue in many of the
scenes, and the natural characters of many of the personages in-
troduced, cannot fail of exciting pleasure and interest in the
reader; who will wish with me, perhaps, that Sir William Jones
had not rigidly adhered to the determi«ation which be expressed,

not to employ his leisure in translating more of the works of
Calidas.

)
lu December 1789, the author of these memoirs was compelled,
by the reiterated attacks of severe indisposition, to leave India.
For an account of the occupations of Sir AVilliam Jones, from that
feriod to his return, | refer to his correspondence, beginning with

a letter
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a letter from Count Reviczki*; the reader will sec with pleasure,

that the piutual regard professed by the two friends had sufl'ercd no
abatement from time or separation.

S”ndon, Jane >10, 1780.
By the Vestal frigate, which was to convey Lord

Cathcart to China, I* wrote an answer to your elegaiit Persian
letter, which | received through Mr. Elmsley. It was a most
agreeable proof to me, that 1 was still honoured with a place in
your remembrance, notwithstanding the distance which separates
us. | have since leanied, that Colonel Cathcart died oil the voyage;
and as the Vestal, in consequence ofthis event, returned to England,
I am not without apprehension, that my letter never reached you.
I have since received a most superb work printed at Calcutta, and
which would do honour to the first printing-office in Europe, accom-
panied with an elegant and obliging letter. | recognized in it the
hand of a skilful penman, if I may be allowed tojudge; for I have
so long neglected the cultivation of Oriental literature, that I am
almost as much a stranger to it, as if | had never learned it. |
have never yet seen so elegant a specimen of Oriental typography,
as that in the Persian poem with which you favoured me.

I cannot express how much | regret the loss of j'our society
during my residence in London, which would have afl'orded me so
much gratification; and | doubt if I shall have an oppr>rtunity of
enjoying it after your rettirn, as I must soon enter upon the new
office conferred upon me by the emperor, of minister at Naples,
But whatever my destination may be, of this you may be assured,
that neither absence nor distance will ever weaken my attachment
toyou, and that during life | shall consider myself equally bound
by gratitude and inclination to preserve it. | am, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,
Count Keviczi

Appendix, No. 38.
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Sir WILLIAM JONES to Dr. PRICE.

MY DEAR SIR, C/irishna-7iagur, Sept. 14, 17fiO.
I give you my wannest thanks for your friendly letter,
and acceptable present of an admirable discourse, which 1 liave

read with great delight.

* * * * * * We have twenty millions (I
speak with good information) of Indian subjects, whose laws | am
now compiling and ananging, in the hope of securing their pro-
perty to themselves and their heirs. They are pleased with the
work ; but it makes me a very bad correspondent. | had flattered
myself with a hope of making a visit to our venerable friend at
Philadelphia, before the retreat which I meditate to my humble
cottage in Middlesex ; but God's will be done. We shall meet, I
devoutly hope, in a happier state.

To the Rev. Dr. FORD,, Principal of Magdalen Hall, Oxford.

Chrithna-uagur, Oct. 11, 1790.

Though I am for the best of reasons the worst of cor-
respondents, yet 1 will no longer delay to thank you for your
friendly letter of the fourlli of February, and for your kind atten-
tions to Colonel Polier. You have a much better correspondent in
Mr. Langlas, whose patriotism, I hope, will succeed, and whose
Persian literature will be a source of delight to him, if not to the
public. Mr. Wehls favour never reached me, or 1 would have
answered it immediately, and | request you to inform him of my
disappointment. The chances are about three to one against your
receiving this; and the fear of writing for the sport of winds and
waves, disheartens me whenever | take up a pen.

r Sir
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Sir WILLIAM JONES to WILLIAM SHIPLEY, Esff.

DEAR SIR, Chrtthua-nagtiir, Oct. 11, 17S0.

The ships which brought jour kind letters arrived so

near the end of my short vacation, timt | have but just time to
thank you for then>, a» | do most heartily, as well as for your ac-
ceptable presents. Anna Maria has recovered from the pang which
ti>e sad intelligence fironi England gave her, atul a pious resigimtion
has succceded to her natural anguish. You arc 1 ho])e quite re-
covered from your illness, and again promoting the welfare and
convenience of mankind, by your judicious exertions and ingenious
inventions, to which all possible attention shall be shewn in thi»
country. May you very long enjoy the pleasure of doing good,
which is, | well know, the only reward you seek. It is now set-
tled here, that tlie natives are prt"prietors of their land, and that it
shall descend by their own laws. | am engaged in superintending
a complete system of Indian laws; but the work is vasf, difficult,
and delicate; it occupies all my leisure, aud makes me the worst
of correspondents. | trust, however, that long letters arc not ne-

cessary to convince you, that 1 am, kc.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Mrs. SLOPER™*.

Chritlma-nagur, O't. 1S, 1TAKX

I deserve no thanks for the attentions which it is both

my duty and niy delight to shew our beloved Anna; but you
deserve, and | I>eg you to accept my warmest thanks for your enter-
taining letter™ for your fregnent kind rcmenribmnce of me, and youc
acceptable present of a snuff-box in the most elegant taste. All
that you write concerning our friends, is highly interesting to me; and
all pleasing, except the contents of your last page; but the most
agreeable part of your ktter is the hope which you express, that

* Sister to Lady Jones, and married to Wiliam Charle* Slopcr, Eng.

P 1
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the Bath waters would restore you to health: and it gives me infi-
nite pleasure to know, that your hope has been realized. Anna
will give you a full account of herself, and will mention some of the
many reasons, that make me a bad correspondent. | thank you
for Erskine’s speech, but | was myself an advocate so long, that |
never mind what advocates say, but what they prove; and | can only
examine proofs in causes brought before me. | knew you would
receive with your usual good-nature my saucy jests about your
hand-writing, but hope you will write to me, as you write to Anna,
for you know, the more any character resembles pot-hooks, &c.
the better | can read it. My love to Amelia, and to all whom you
love, which would give them a claim, if they had no other, to the
affection of.
My dear Madam,
Your ever faithful,

William Jon€£s.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Sir J. MACPHERSON, Bart.

Chrishna-tiagur, Oct. \5,1790.

I give you hearty thanks for your postscript, which

(as you enjoin secrecy) | will only allude to ambiguously, lest this
letter should fall into other hands than yours. Be assured, that
what | am going to say does not proceed from an imperfect sense
of your Kindness, but really I want no addition to my fortune,
which IS enough for me; and if the whole legislature of Britain
were to offer me a different station from that which I now fill, I
should most gratefully and respectfully decline it. The character of
an ambitions judge is, in my opinion, tery dangerous to public
justice; and if I were a sole legislator, it should be enacted that
every judge, as well as every bishop, should remain for life in the
place which he first accepted. This is not the language of a cynic,

>yt of a man, Avho loves his friends, his country, and mankind;

5 who
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who knows the short duration of human life, recollects that he
has lived four-and-forty years, and has learned to be contented.
Of public affairs you will receive better intelligence, than | am
able to give you. My private life is similar to that which you re-
member: seven hours a day on an average are occupied by my
duties as a magistrate,* and one hour to the new Indian digest,
for one hour in the evening i read aloud to Lady Jones. We are
now travelling to the sources of the Nile with Mr. Bruce, whose
work is very interesting and important. The second volume
of the Asiatic Transactions is printci), and the third ready for the

press. | jabber Sanscrit every day with the pundits, and Jiope,
before | leave India, to understand it as well as 1do Latin. Among
my letters 1 find one directed to you; | have uns<jaled it, and

.though it only shews that | was not inattentive to the note, with
which you favoured me on the eve of your departure, yet | annex
it, because it was yours, though brought back by my servant.

‘ The latter part of it will raise melancholy ideas; but death, if
we look at it firmly, is only a change of place : every departure of
a friend is a sort of death; and we are all continually dying and
reviving. We shall all meet; | hope to mdot you again in India;
but, wherever we meet, | expect to see you well and happy.
None of your friends can wish for your health and happln”N'ss more
ardently than, my dear Sir, &c.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to R. MORRIS, I™q.
Calcutta, Oct. SO, 1790.
When vyour letter arrived, | had begun my judicial
campaign, and am so busy | can only answer it very shortly.
Lady J. and myself are sincerely rejoiced, that you have so good
an establishment in »o fine a country. JNeed | say, that it would

give me infinite delight to promote your views? m far as | can,
willj
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will promote them, but though | have a very extensive acquaiut-
ancc, | ncilhcv have, nor cau have, influence, | can only approve
and recon)mend, and do niy best to circulate your proposals. We
are equally obliged to you for your kind invitation, as if we had it
in our power to accept it; but 1 fear we cannot leave Calcutta long
enougii to revisit your Indian Montpelier. -As one of the Cyniro-
dorians, 1 am warmly interested in British antiquities and litera-
ture; but my honour is pledged for the completion of the new

digest of Hindu laws, and | liave not a moment to spare for any
other study.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Sir J. SINCLAIR, Bart. Whitehall.
Chrifhna-nagur, Oct. 15, 1791.

You may rely iipoii my best endeavours to procure

information conceining the Asiatic wool, or soft hair; and tive
animals that carry it. | had the pleasure of circulating your very
interesting tracts at Calcutta, and of exhibiting the specimens of
very beautiful wool with whitih you favoured me. My own .time,
however, is engaged from morning to night in discharging my
public duties, aiid in arranging the new digest of Indian laws. |
must therefore depend chiefly on others in procuring the informa-
tion you are desirous of obtaining. Mr. Bebb of tlie board of
trade, and Colonel Kyd who superintends the Company’s garden,
have promised to assist me. The wool of these provinces is too
coarse to be of use; but that of Kerman in Persia, which you know
by the name of Carmanian wool, is reckoned exquisitely fine, and
you might | suppose procure the sheep from Bombay. The shawl
goats would live, | imagine, and breed, in England; but it is no
less difficult to procure the females from Cashruir, than to procure
mares from Arabia. When you see Mr. Richardson, do me the

favour to give him my best thanks for the parcel, which he sent me
by the desire of the Highland Society. N

Sir
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Sir WILLIAM JONES to GEORGE HARDING, Esq.
MY DEAR SIR, Chrishna-nagiir, Oct. 16, 1791.

If the warmth of hearts were nicasiirecl by the fre-
quency of letters, niy heart must l)e thought the coldest in the
world ; but you, I am confident, will never apply so fallacious a
thermometer. In serious truth, I am, and must be, the worst of
correspondents for the following reasons among a hundred, a strong
glare and weak eyes, long tasks and short day-light, confinement
in court six hours a day, and in my chan>bera three or four, not to
mention casual interruptions and engagements. You spoke so
lightly of your complaint, that | thought it must be transient, and
should have been extremely grieved, if, in the very moment when
I heard you had been seriously ill, 1 had not heard of your reco-

very.

Anna Maria has promised me to sail ft'Y Europe in January 1793,
and | will follow her, when I can live ds well in England on my
private fortune as 1 can do here on half my salary. * - -

I cannot but like your sonnets, yet wish ymi would abstain from
politicks, which add very little to the graccs of poelr3®

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Sir JOSEPH BANKS.
Chrithna-nagur, Oct, 18, 1791.

I thank you heartily for your kind letters, but perhaps
I cannot express my thanks better than by answering them as exactly

as | am able.

First, as to sending plants from India, | beg you to accept my
excuses, and to make them to Sir George Young, for my apparent
inattention to such commissions. In short, if you wish to traistel |

Y'Y 2m
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our Indian plants to the Western islands, the Company must direct
Kyd and Roxburgh to send them, and their own captains to receive
then», and attend to them.

We are in sad want of a travelling botanist, with some share of
my poor friend Koenig's knowledge and zeal. = A stationary botanist
would fix on the indigo-fera, as the chicf object of his care, Rox-
burgh will do much on the coast, if he can be relieved from hi»
terrible head-achs, but here we have no assistance.

I have neither eyes nor time for a botanist, yet with Lady Jones’s
assistance, 1 am continually advancing; and we have examined
about 170 Linnsfian genera. She brought home, a morning or two
ago, tlui most lovely epidaidrum that ever was seen, but the descrip-
tion of it would take up too much room in a letter; it grew on a
lofty amra, but it is an air plant, and puts forth its fragrant ena-
melled blossoms in a poy™® without earth or water; none of the many
species of Linnseus corresponds exactly with it. You must not
imagine thatj because | am, and shall be, saucy about the Linnoean
language, that | have not the highest veneration for its great
author; but I think his diction barbarous and pedantic, particu®
larly in his Vhilosophia Botanica, which 1 have a right to criticise,
having read it three times with equal attention and pleasure. Had
Van Rheede exhibited the. Sanscrit names with accuracy, we
should not he puzzled with reading the Indian poems and medical
tracts; but in all his twelve volumes, 1 have not found above tea
or twelve names correctly expressed, either in Sanscpt or Arabic.
1 shall touch again on botany, but | proceed with your first letter*
I have little knowledge of Yacob Bruce; but his five volumes,
which 1 read aloud, (except some passages which | could only read
with my eyes) are so entertaining that 1 wished for five more, and
p'idily forgave not only his mistakes iu the botanical language,” and

L. 3 ¢ in
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in Arabic, but even his arrogance, which he carries txtraflammantia
mcenia mttnfli.

Keir's paper on distilling I never saw in print, though I must
have heard it read by our secretary; but as the %vortliy author of
it is in London, whci'e you will have probably met him, lie will
satisfyyou on the subjcct.

The mndhuca is, beyond a doubt, the bassia; but 1 can safely
assert, that not one of fifty blossoms which 1 have examined, had
16 filaments, 8 above the throat, and 8 within the tube. That
Koenig, whom | knew to be very accurate, had seen such a cha-
racter, | doubt not, but he should not have set it down as constant.
I frequently saw 26 and 28 filaments, sometimes 12, and the
average was about 20 or 22. By the way, my excellent friend,
you will do us capital service, either by printing Koenig's manu-
scripts, or by sending us a copy of them ; and we will send you in
return, not only the correct Sanscrit namfes, but the plants them-
selves, at least the seeds, if you can prevail on any captain to take
care of them. *

That the poem of Calidas entertained you, gives me great plea-
sure, but it diverts me extremely to hear from others, that the au-
thenticity of the poem is doubted in England; but I am not sure
that my own errors of inattention may not have occasioned mis-
takes. The use of the pollen in flowers is, 1 believe, well known to
the Brahman*!; but | am not sure, that I have not added the epi-
thet prolific, to distinguish it from common dust, which would liave
been the exact version of renu. The blue nymphcca, which I have
sound reasons for believing the lotus of Kgypt, is a native of
Upper India; here we have only the white and rose-coloured.
Filament is not used as a botanical word, but merely as a thread,

and the filaments for the bracelet are drawn from the stalk of tl
nymphm
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nymphaa. The hart properly so called, may not be a native of
Ikngal; but Caliclas lived at Ugeitif and lays his scene near tlie
northern mountains; all the rest is clear: bears and boars, and all
wild beasts have been hunted here imnremorially. The eocila, sings,
charmingly here in the spring; Polier will shew you drawings of the
male and female, but will perhaps call it co'il: the story of its eggs
always struck me as very remarkable. The amra is niangifem;
the inellica, | believe, nyctanthes zanihalc; the niadlmvi creeper,
banlattria. The ensa® 1 cannot see in blossom. 'Jhe misha is mi-
mosa odoratissima, the pippAla, Jicus religiosa. If | recollect lacs/tOf
it is not a plant, but lac. Vana dosini is a Sanscrit epithet of the
banisteria. As to nard, I know not what to say; if the Greeks
meant only fragrant grass, we have nards in abundance, acorit,
uchoenus, andropogon, gipertis, &c. But 1 have no evidence that
they meant any such thing. On Arrian, or rather on Aristobulus,
we cannot safeiy rely, as they place cinnamon in Arabia, and
inynh in Persia. Should any travelling botanist find the species of
atidropogon, mentioned by Dr. Blane in the plains of Gedrosia, it
mwould be some evidence, but would at the same time prove that it
was not the Indian nafd, which never was supposed to grow in
Persia. As at present advised, | believe the Indian nard of the
ancients to have been a valerian, at least the nard. of Ptolemy,
which is brought from the very country, mentioned by him as famed
for spikenard.

And now, my dear Sir Joseph, | have gone through both you#
letters: I am for many good reasons a bad correspondent, but
principally because the discharge of tny public duties leaves me no
Uiore time than is wifficient for necessary refreshments and relaxation.

Tljc last twenty years of my life | shall fspgjd, | trust, in a studi-
ous retreat; and if you know of a pleasant country house to be
L disposed
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disposed of in your part of Middlesex, with pasture-ground for mj
cattle, and garden-ground enough for my amusement, have the
goodness to inform me ofit. | shall be happy in being your neigh-
bour, and, though | write little now, will talk then as much as you

please.

I believe | shall send a box of inestimable manuscripts, Sanscrit
and Arabic, to your friendly care. |If 1 returnto England, you
will restore them to me; if I die in my voyage to China, or my
journey through Persia, you will dispose of them as you please.*
Wherever | may die, | shall be, while I live, my dear Sir, &c.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to AVARREN HASTINGS, Esq.

MV DE\R SIR, Chrh/iiia-nagur, Oct. 20,1791.

Before you can receive this, you will, | doubt not,
have obtained a complete triumph over j.our persecutors; and
your character will have risen, not brightec indeed, but more con-
spicuously bright, from the furnace of thfeir persecution. Happy
should I be if I could congratulate you i»,person on your victory ;
but though 1 have a fortune in England, which might satisfy a
man of Jetters, yet | luive not enough to establish that absolute
independence, which has been the chief end and aim of my life ;
and | must stay in this country a few years longer: Lady Jones
has however promised me to take her passage for Europe in January
1793, and | will follow her when | can. She is pretty well, and
presents her kindest remembrance to you and Mrs. Hastings, whom
I thank most lieartily for a very obliging and elegant letter. My

* The MSS. here alluded to, after the demise of Sir William Jones, were pre-
sented, together with anothrr large collection of Eastern MSS. to the Royal Society, by
Lady Jones. A catalogue, compiled by Mr. Wdkins, is inserted in the (ith volume of

Sir WilUam Joues’a worka.
own”
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own health has by God’s l)lessing been very firm, but my ej'es are
~wveak, and 1 have constantly employed them eight or nine hours
aday. My principal amusement is botany, and the conversation
of the pundits, with whom | talk fluently in the language of the
Godsi and my business, besides the discharge of my public duties,
Is the translation of Menu, and of the digest which has been com-
piled at my instance. Our society still subsists, and the third
volume of their Transactions is so far advanced, that it will cer-
tainly be published next season. Samuel Davis has translated the
Stirija Siddhanta, and is making discoveries in Indian astronomy ;
while Wilford is pursuing his geographical enquiries at Benares, and
has found, or thinks he has found, an account of Africa and Eu-
rope, and even of Britain by name, in the Scanda Puran ; he has
sent us a chart of the Nile from Sanscrit authorities, and | ex-
pect soon to receive his proofs and illustrations. Of public affairs
ill India, | say little, because | can say nothing with certainty:
the seasons and elements have been adverse to us in Mysore,
Iarewell, my dear Sir, and believe me to be with unfeigned regard.
Your faithful and obedient,

William Jones.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Sir JOSEPH BANKS.

Calcutta, 'Nov. li), 1791.

Since | sent my letter to the packet of the Queen, I

received the inclosed from a Hindu of my acquaintance, and | send
his ciisha flowers, which I have not eyes to examine, especially in
a season of business. The leaves are very long, with a point
excessively long and fine, their edges are rough downwards, in other
respects smooth. As this plant is to mjr'knowledge celebrated in

the veda, | am very desirous of knowing its Linnaean name. |
cannot find itin Van Rheede.

The
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The frequent allusions in these letters to local or botanical sub-
jects, may render them particularly interesting only to the friends
and correspondents of Sir William Jones, but they describe his
occupations and contain his mind, which | wish to display; they
exhibit a warmth of affection for his friends, upright prtuciples, a
manly independence, and a desire of honourable distinction, com-
bined with a contempt for all ambition incompatible with his pub-
lic character. The frequent mention of the work which he had
undertaken is equally a proof of his opinion of the itiiportance
of it, and of his solicitude to make it as perfect as possible.

I’he manner in which he mentions the travelsof Mr. Bruce shews,
that he was not one of the sceptics who doubted of his veracity. In
a paper which he presented to the society in Calcutta, he recites a
conversation with a native of Abyssinia, who had seen and known
Mr. Bruce at Gwender, and who spoke of him in very honourable
terms. At the period of this conversation, the travels were not
published ; but it was too particular and tjescriptive to leave room
for doubt, as to the identity of Mr. Bruce, and of his having passed
some years in Abyssinia.

Of the correspondence of Sir William Jones in 179\ if it were
not altogether suspended by his more important studies and avoca-
tions, no part has been communicated to inc. In March
returned to Bengal with a commission to succeed Marquis Corn-
wallis, in his station of Governor*General whenever he thought
proper to relincjuish it, and | had the satisfaction to find my Iriend,
although somewhat debilitated by the climate, in a state o! health
which promised a longer Hinatiou of his life than it jUeased Provi-
dence lo assign to him. 'Jhe ardour of his mind had suflered no
abatement, and His Application was unremitted. The completion
of the work which he had undertjikeii, occupicd the principal por-

11 : |



MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF

tioi) of his leisure ; and the remainder of his time which could be
spared, was as usual devoted to literary and scientific pursuits.
Botanical researches occasionally diverted his hours of relaxation,
but he found impediments to them from the weakness of his sight,
and heat of the climate.
t

The constitution of Lady Jones, which was naturally delicate,
had sulVered so much from repeated attacks of indisposition, that a
change of climate had long been prescribed by the physicians, as
the only means of preserving her life; but her affectionate attach-
ment to her husband had hitherto induced her to remain in India,
in opposition to this advice, though with the full conviction that
the recovery of her health, in any considerable degree, was impos-
sible. She knew that the obligation which he had voluntarily con-
tracted, to translate the digest of Hindu and JNIlohammedan laws,
was the only, though insuperable obstacle to his accompanying her,
and his entreaties were necessary to gain lier reluctant assent to
undertake the voyage without his society. In the course of his
correspondence, we tract his ardour to explore the new objects of
investigation which increasing knowledge had discovered to him,
and an intention to pursue the line of his researches through Persia
or Cliina, by a circuitous rout to his native country ; and at an
earlier period, when the extent of the field of investigation ap-
peared boundless, he had declared his determination to remain in
India until the close of the century, if it should please God to
prolong his life. But affection set limits to his ijeal for knowledge,
and when it was finally settled that Liidy Jones should return to
England, he determined himself to follow her in the ensuing season,
hoping by this period to have discharged his engagements with the
government of India. She embarked in December 1793.



SIR WILLIAM JOKES.

In the beginning of 179 Sir William Joives publislicd a work,
in wliicU be had long been engaged,— translation of tJie Ordinances
of Menu, comprising the Indian system of duties religious and
civil. This task was suggested by the same motives, which had
induced him to undertake the otimpilation of the digest ; to aid
the benevolent intentions of the legislature of Great Britain, in
securing to tlie natives of India the aduiinihtration of justice, to a

» certain extent, by their own laws. Menu is esteenjcd by tho
Hindus the first of created beings, and not the oldest only, but the
holiest, of legislatoi-s; and his system is so comprehensive and so
minutely exact, that it may be considered as an institute of Hindu
law, prefatory to the more copious digest.

This work, to use the words of the translator, contains abundance
of curious matter, extremely interesting both to speculative lawyers
and antiquaries, with many beauties, which need not be pointed
out, and with many blemisjaes, which caimot be justified or pal-
liated. it is indeed a system of despotism and priestcraft, both
limited by Jaw, but artfully conspiring to give mutual support,
though with mutual checks; it is filled with strange-conceits in
metaphysicks and natural philosophy, with idle superstitions, and
with' a schenje of theology most obscurely figurative, and conse-
(Juently liable to dangerous misconception ; it abounds with minute
and childish formalities, with ceremonies generally absurd, and ol\cn
ridiculous; the punishments are partial and painful, for some crimes
dreadfully crucl, ior others reprehensibly slight: and the very
morals, though rigid enough on the whole, are in one or two instances
(as in the case of light oaths and pious perjury) unaccountably
relaxed ; nevertheless, a spirit of sublime devotion, of benevolence
to mankind, and of amiable tenderness to all crcatures, pervades
the whole work; the style of it has a certain austere majesty, that
sounds Uke the language of legislation, and extorts a respectful aw "

zZ Z
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the sentiments of independence upon oil beings but God, and the
harsh admonitions even to kings, are truly noble; and tl.e many
panegyrics on the Gajatri, the mother, as it is called, of the vfed®,
prove the author to have adored, not the visible material sun, but
that divine and incomparably greater light, to use the words of
the most venerable text in the Indian Scripture, which illumines all,
delights all, from which all proceed, to which all must return, and
which can almie irradiate, not our visual organs, but our souls and
our intellects.

This appreciation of a work, which had occupied so large a
portion of his time and attention, affords a proofof the judgment
and candour of Sir William Jones. The ordinances of Menu are
by no means calculated for general reading ; but they exhibit the
manners of a remarkable people, in a remote age, and unfold the
principles of the moral and religious systems, to which the Hindus
have invariably adhered, notwithstanding their long subjection to
a foreign dominion.

fI now present to the reader, the last letter which | received from
Sir William Jones, written two months before the departure of
Lady Jones from India.

MT DEAR SIR,

A few days after | troubled you about the yacht, |
felt a severe pang on hearing of your domestic misfortune; and
I felt more for you than | should for most men, on so melancholy
an occasion, because | well know the sensibiltty of your heart.
The only topic of consolation happily presented itselfto you : reason
perhaps might convince us, that the death of a created being never
happens without the will of the Creator, who governs this world
bv a special iuterposition of his providential care; but, as this is

a truth
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a truth which Revelation expressly teaches us, our only true comfort
in affliction must be derived from Christian philosophy, wliirh il
so far from encouraging us to stifle our natural feelings, that ev(*n
the divine Author of it wept on the death of a friend. This doctrine,
though superfluous to you, is always present to my mind ; and I
shall have occasion iu a few vyears, >y the course of natnre, to
press it on the mind of Lady Jones, the great age of wl.osc mother
is one of my reasons for hoping most anxiously, that nothing may
prevent her returning to England this season. * * - «
I will follow her as soon as | can, jmssibly at the beginning of
1795, but probably not till the season after that; for although 1
shall have more than enough to supply all the wants of a man,
who would rather have been Cincinnatus Mith his plough, than
Lucullus with all his wealth, yet 1 wish to complete the system
of Indian laws while I remain in India, because | wish to perform
whatever | promise, with the least possible imj)erfection; and in
80 difficult a work doubts might arise, which the pundits alone
could remove. You continue, | hope, to find the gardens healthy;
nothing can be more pleasant than the house in which we live;
but it might justly be called the temple of the winds, es|)ecially
as it has an octagonal form, like that elected at Athens to those
boisterous divinities. | cannot get rid of the rheumatism which
their keen breath has given me, and submit with reluctancc to the
necessity of wrapping myself in shawls and flannel. We continue
to be charmed with the perspicuity, moderation, and eloquence of
Filangieri.

Of European politics | think as little as possible; not because
they do not interest my heart, but because they give me too much

pain. | have “ good will towards men, and wish i>eace on earth;"
but | see chiefly under the sun, the two classes of men whom
Solomon describes, the oppiessor and the oppressed. | have

3 fcail
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fear in England of open despotism, nor of anarcby. 1| shall curti-
vate my fields and gardens, and think as little as po*sible of mo-
narchs or oligarchs.
Il am, &c.
m m * * *

It would not be easy to give expression.to the feeHngs excited
by the perusal of this letter, nine years after the date of it. In
recalling the memory of domestic misfortunes, which time had
nearly obliterated, it revives with new force the recollection of that
friend, whose symijjathy endeavoured to soothe the sorrows of a
father for the loss of his children. The transition by Sir William
Jones to the circumstances of his own situation is natural, and the
conjugal bosom may perhaps symjwthize with a fond husband, an-
ticipating the aflfliction of the wife of his aftection, and his owa
efforts to console her; that wife however still survives to lament hep
irreparable loss in the death of Sir William Jones himself, and has
had for some years, the happiness to console, by the tenderest as-
siduities, the increasing infirmities of an aged mother*.

IThe friends of Religion, who know the value of the “ sure and
“ certain hopes™* which it inspires, will remark with satisfaction, the
pious sentiments expressed by Sir William Jones a few months only
before his own death. They will recollect the determination which
he formed in youth, to examine with attention the evidence of oar
holy Religion, and will rejoice to find unprejudiced enquiry termi-
nating, as might be expected, in a rational conviction of its truth
and divine authority..

Of this conviction, his publications, though none of them were
professedly religious, afford ample and indubitable testimony ; and

= Mrs. Shipley died on the tkhof March, 180S, in her 87th year. She retained all hgj-
es to that prolonged period.

I cannot
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I cannot deem it a superfluous task (to me, indeed it will be most
grateful) to select from them, and from such other materiuis us I
possess, his opinions on a subject of undeniable importance.

Amongst the papers written by Sir William Jones, | find the
following prayer, composed by him on the first day of, the year 1782,
about fifteen months before his embarkation for India, and more
than twelve years before his death

A PRAYER.

Eternal and incomprehensible who, by thy boundless
before tiraq began, crcatedst innumerable worlds for thy glory, and
innumerable orders of beings for their happiness, which thy infinite
goodness prompted thee to desire, and thy infinite wisdom enabled
,thee to know! we, thy creatures, vanish into nothing before thy
supreme Majesty; we hourly feel our weaknessr we daily bewail our
vices; we continually acknowledge our folli/; thee only wc adore
with awful veneration ; thee we thank with the most fervent zeal ;
thee we praise with astonishment and rapture; to thy power we
humbly submit; of thy goodness we devoutly implore protection ;
on thy wisdom we firmly and cheerfully rmly. We do but open our
eyes, and instantly we perceive thy divine existence; wc do but
exert our reason, and in a moment we discover thy divine attributes :
but our eyes could not behold tliy splendour, nor could our minds
comprehend thy divine essence; we see ihee only through tjiy stu-
pendous and all-perfect worht; we know thee only by that ray of
sacred light, which it has pleased thee to revealL Nevertheless, if
creatures too ignorant to. conceive, and too depraved to pursue, the
means of their own happiness, may without presumption express
their wants to their cheator, let us humbly supplicate thee to re-
move from us that evil, which thou hast permitted for a time to exist,
that tiie ultimate good of all may be complete, and to secure u»
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from that vice, which thou suffcrest to spread snares around us, that
tlie triumph of virtue may be more conspicuous. Irradiate our
minds with all uHcful truth; instil into our liearts a spirit of general
bciievolence; give rmderstanding to the foolish ; meekness to the proud;
fetnj)erance to the dissolute; fortitude to the feeble-hearted ; hope to
the desponding ; to the unbelieving; diligetice to the slothful,
patience to those who are iu pain ; and thy celestial aid to those who
are in danger: Comfort the ajjlicted; relieve the distressed; supply
the Jiungrii with salutary food, and the thirsty with a plentiful
stream. Impute not our doubts to indijference, nor our slowness of
belief to hardnessof heart; but be indulgent to our imperfect nature,
and supply our imperfections by thy heavenly favour, “ Suffer not,
“ we anxiously pray, suffer not oppression to prevail over innocence™
“ nor the might of the avenger oxer the weakness of thejw.s™” When-
ever we address thee in our retirement from the vanities of the world,
if our jrayers are foolish, pity us; if presumptuons, pardon us; if
acceptable to thee, grant them, all-powerful GOD, grant them:
And, as with our living voice, and with our dying lips, we will ex-
press our submission to thy decrees, adore thy providence, and bless
i h y 'dispensations; so in all/wfwre states, to which we reverently
hope thy goodness will raise us, grant that we may continue
admiring, venerating, zcorshipping thee more and more, through
worlds without humber, and ages without end!
Jan. |1, 1782.

I do not adducc this prayer as evidence of the belief of Sir
William Jones in the doctrines of Jesus Christ; although | think
that such a composition could hardly have been framed by an un-
believer in tlie Gospel, or, if this Iljp deemed possible, that a mind
capable of feeling the sentiments which it expresses, could long have
withholden its assent to the truths of Revelation. It is evidently the
effusion of a pious mind, deeply impressed with an awful sense of

the
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the infinite wisdom, ])o\ver, and bcnevolence of his Creator, and of
the ignorance, weakness, and depravity of human nature; s<nti-
ments which reason and experience strongly suggest, and which
Revelation expressly teaches. Let it be remembered, that long be-
fore this prayer was written, Sir William Jones had demonstrated*
to his own satisfaction; that Jesus was the Messiah”™ predicted by
the Prophets; that amongst his projected occupations in India,
one-f- was to translate the Psalms into Persic, and the Gospel of
Luke into Arabic,—a design which could only have originated in
his conviction of the importance and inspiration of these divine
books; that in the year after the date of the prayer, we Jjave a
direct and public avowal of his belief in the divinity of our
Saviour:!;; and again in the next, another prayer by hini expressing
his exclusive reliance on the merits of his Kedeemer for his accept-
ance with Gods.

Amongst the publications of Sir William Jones, in which his
religious scntimenta are expressed, | shall first notice, A Disser-
tation on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and Rome, written in 17-B4,
but revised and printed in 1786, in which the following passage
occurs: “ Disquisitions concerning the manners and conduct of
our species, in early times, or indeed at any time, arc always*
“ curious at least, and amusing; but they are highly interesting to
“ such as can say of themselves, with CirnEMEs in the play, ' We
*are men, and take an interest in all that relates to mankind/
They may even be of solid importance in an age, when some iu-
telligent and virtuous persons are inclined to doubt the authcn-
« ticity of accounts dehvered by M oses, concerning tlie primitive
world: since no modes or sources of rensoning can he unimportantf,
“ which have a tendency to remove' such doubts. Either the first

= MenjaiiB; pftgc W. “t Ibid. p. 228. %lbid. p. 231  1bid. p. 249.

elevem”

C
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eleven chapters of Genexis, (all due allowances being made for a
figurative Eastern stj'le,) are true, or the whole fabric of our
national religion is false; a conclusion, which none of us I trust
would Avish lo be drawn. I, who cannot help Mieving the divinity
of the M essian, from the undisputed antiquity, and manifest
completion t>f many prophecies, especially those of 1saian,
in the only person recorded by history, to whom they are ap-
plicable, am obliged of course to believe the sanctity of the
venerable books, to which that sacred person refers as genuine :
but it is not the truth of our national religion, as such, that I
have at heart; it is truen itself: and if any cool, unbiassed
reader will clearly convince me, that Moses drew his narrative,
through Egyptian conduits, from the primeval fountains of Indian
literature, 1 shall esteem him as a friend, for having weeded my
mind from a capital error, and promise to stand among.the fore-
most in assisting to circulate the truth which he has ascertained.
After such a declaration, 1 cannot but |>er8uade myself, that no
candid man will be displeased”™ if, in the course of my work, 1
niake as free with any arguments, that be may have advanced, as
I should really desire him to do with any of mine, that he may
be disposed to controvert.,”

]

Let not the candour of tlie declaration, contained in the pre-
ceding quotation, alarm the serious Christian ; the fair inference to
be drawn from it is this, that Sir William Jones was incapable of af-
firming what he xlid not fully believe; and the avowal of his faith
in the divinity of our Saviour™ is therefore to be received as decisive
evidence of the sincerity of his belief: indeed his declaration may
be considered as the proof of his faith; and his faith to be
grounded in proportion to the evenness of his declaration. That
any reasoner could convince him, that Moses had borrowed his
narrative from Indian sources, he never for a moment supposed,

L and
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and if a doubt could be entertained on this subjcct, anotiier pas-
sage in the same dissertation must at once annihilate it. He had
indeed no hesitation to acknowledge his pei*suasion, tiiat a connec-
tion subsisted between the old idolatrous nations ol' Jiigjpt, India,
Greece, and Italy, long before they migrated to their several set-
tlements, and consequttntly before tlie birth of Moses ; but Jje was
equally persuaded, that the truth of the proposition could in no
degree aft'ect the veracity and sanctity of the Mosaic history, which,
iIf any confirmation of it were uecessary, it would rather tend to

confirm.

The divine leghite (I now quote his wonls) educated by the
“ daughter of a king, and in all respects highly accomplished,
“ could not but know the mythological system of Egypt, but he
“ must have condemned the superstitions of that people, and de-
“ spised the speculative absurdities of their priests, though some
“ of their traditions concerning the creation and the flood, were
“ founded on truth. Who was better acquainted with the niy-
“ thology of Athens, than Socrates ? who more accurately versed
“ in the rabbinical doctrines, than Paul.? Who possessed clearer-
“ i1deas of all ancient astronomical systems, than Newton; or of
“ scholastic mctaphysicks, than Locke ? In whom could the
“ Romish Church have had a more formidable opponent, tlian in
“ Chillingworth, whose deep knowledge of its tenets rendered hnu
“ so com{>etent to dispute them ™ In a word, who inbre exactly
“ knew the abominable rites and shocking idolatry of Canaan, than
“ Moses himself.? Yet the learning of those gr<at men only in-
“ cited them to seek other sources of truth, piety, and virtue,
“ than those in which they had long becii immereed. There ig no
« shadow then of a foundation ftrr an opinion, that Moses bor-

rowed tlie first nme or ten chapters of Genesis from the literature
3 a “ of
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“ of Egypt; still less can the adamantine pillars of our Christian
“ faith be moved by the result of any debates on the comparative

“ antiquity of the Hindus and Egyptians, or of any enquiries iato
“ the Jndian theology/'

Prom the same dissertation | select another passage, which
from its importance is entitled to particular notice, while it
evinces the solicitude of Sir William Jones to correct a miscon-
ception, which, in my opinion, has been idly and injudiciously
brought forward to support a fundamental tenet of Evangelical
llevelation.

“ Very respectable natives have assured me, that one or two
missionaries have been absurd enough, in their zeal for the
“ conversion of the Gentiles, to urge, that the Hindus were even
“ now almost Christians, because their lkamha, Vishnu, and Ma-
“ hesa, were no other than the Christian Trinity; a sentence in

“ which we can only doubt whether folly, ignorance, or impiety,
* predominates/

The three Hindu deities, were perhaps originally personifications
only of the creating™ preserving, and desiroying, or, as it may be
understood, the re-producing power of the Supreme Being. By the
bulk of the people they are considered as distinct personages, each
invested «fith divine attributes ; and the mythological writings of
the Hindus contain most ample and absurd histories of them ;
but in the Vcdanti philosophy, which is evidently Platonic, the
Ahni'j;hty, known by the mystical and incommunicable appellation
of O'M, is the. only being, and all others, including Brahma,
Vishnu, and Mahesa, are only™the creatures of idea or perception,
which will perish in the jgeneral annihilation, whilst O’'M alone

survives
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survives through all eternity*. Thus, whether we consider the vulgar
opinion respecting these three divinities, or that of the Vedanti sect,
nothing (to use the words of Sir William Jones) can be more evi-
dent, than “ that the Indian triad, and that of Plato, which he
“ calls the Supreme Good, the reason and the soul, are infinitely
“ removed from the holiness and sublimity of the Christian doc-
“ trine of the Trinity, and that the tenet of our Church cannot
“ without profaneness, be compared with that of the Hindus,
“ Nvhich has an apparent resemblance to it, but a very dit"Vrcnt

“ meaning.”

* On this subject, | shall take the liberty to quote some curioui passage* fioin a traiii-
lation of a Persic version of tlie Yoog Vushesti, a very uncicut toniposiiion in Sanscrit.
There are several Persian versions of this work; but many pages of lliat fioui which the
present translation is given, were compared witli the original Sanscrit, and found to be
substantially accurate.

“ The instability of the world, and ofevery thing contained in it, if certain ; hence it
= will one day happen, that the evil deities who are now so powerful, shall i'all iuto unni-
hilatiou, and t\te Debtas distinguished by the title of Amrit, or immortal, shall perish.

“ The Bermhand, on which all nature depends for existence, sliallbe broken, and not a
trace remain of Bramba, Vishnu, or Siva. Time, having annihiratcd all, «hall'Vi/m-

self perish.
« Bramha, Vishnu, and Mahdeva, notwitbstanding tTicir exalted dignity, fall into

the jaws of inexistence.

“ You are not to consider Vishnu, Brainim, or Mahdeva, and other incorporate Lc'ngs
asthe deity, although they have each the denomination of devR or divine ; these are
alll created, whilst the Supreme Being is without beginning or end, iilMnned and un-
* crt ated—worsliip and adore him.

“ The worship which is paid to the inferior deities and the repre«entation* of them,
proceeJ* from this : mankind in general are more affected by appearances than
realities; tlie former they comprehend, but the latter are difficult to be undcnstood.
Hence learned tutors first place figures btfore them, that their minds may be coin-
“ posed, and conducted by degrees to the euseniial Unity who survive* the annihilation,
when the Debtas, and all created existence are dissolved and absorbed into his

esscnce.”
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At tiie end of the same treatise, Sir William Jones enumerates
the sad obstacles to the extension of our purefaith” in Hindustan,
and concludes as follows :

“ Tljc only human mode perhaps of causing so great a revolution,
is to translate into Sanscrit and Persian™ such chapters of the
prophets, and particularly Isaiah, as are indisputably evangelical,
together with one of the Gospels, and a plain prefatory discourse
containing full evidence of the very distant ages, in which the
predictions themselves and the history of the divine person predic-
ted, were severally made public, and then quietly to disperse the
work among the well-educated natives, with,whom, if in due time
it failed of promoting very salutary fruit by its natural influence,
we could only lament more than ever, the strength of prejudice
and weakness of unassisted reason.”

That the conversion of the Hindus to the Christian religion,
would have aflforded him the sincerest pleasure, may be fairly infer-
red from the above passage; his wish that it should take place, is
=still more clearly expressed in the following quotation from one of
his Hymns to iMchsmi, the Ceres of India, and a personification
of the Divine Goodness. After describing most feelingly and poeti-
cally the horrid effccts of famine in India, he thus concludes the
hymn:

From ills that, painted, harrow up the breast,
(What agonies, if real, must they give!)
Preserve thy vot'riea: be their labours blest!
Oh! bid the patient Hindu rise and live.
Ilis erring miud, that wizzard lore beguiles.
Clouded by priestly wiles.
To senseless nature bows, for uature’i God.

Now
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Now, stretch’d o’er ocean’s vai.t, from hnpj>iei ibks,

He secs the wand of empire, not the rod :

jih, maif ihofC beams that fVatem skies

Disperse th' unfmfi/gloom !

Meanwhile, my Ihws, by myriads long rever'd,
Their strife appease, iheir gentler claims decide !
So shall their victors, niiUl with virtuous pride.

To many aVherish’'d, grateful rare endear'd.

With temper’'d love he fear'di
Though mists profane obscure their narrow ken,
They err, yet feel, though I'agaus, thejt are men.

The testimony of Sir Wiliiani Jones to the verity ancJ authen-
ticity of the Old and New Testament is well known, from the carc
with which it has been circulated in England ; but as it has a parti-
cular claim to be inserted in the memoirs of his life, J trauscrilK:

it from his own manuscript in his Bible:—

“ 1 have carefully and regularly perused these Holy Scriptures,
“ and am of opinion, that the volume, independently of its divine
“ origin, contains more sublimity, purer morality, more important
“ history, and finer strains of eloquence, than can be colleftcd
“ from all other books, in whatever language they may have becu

“ written.”

This opinion is repeated with little variation of expression, ma
discourse addressed to the society in February, J791 :(—

“ Theological enquiries are no part of my present subject; hut 1
“ cannot refrain from adding, that the collection of tracts, which we
“ call from their excellence the iicriptures, contain, independently of a
“ divine origin, more true sublimity, more exquisite beauty, purer mo-
“ rality, more important history, and finer strains both of poetry and
“ eloquence, than could be collected, within the same compass, from
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all other books that were ever compose<I in any age, or in any idiom.
Tiic two parts of which the Scriptures consist, are connected by a
chain of coinj>ositions, wliich boar no resemblance in form or style
to any that can be produced from the stores of Grecian, Indian,
Persian, or even Arabian learning; the antiquity of those compo-
sitions no man doubts; and the unstrainccj application of them to
events long subsequent to their publication, is a solid ground of
belief, tliat they were genuine compositions, and consequently in-
spired. But, if any thing be the absolute exclusive property of
each individual, it is his belief; and | hope | should be one of
the last men living, who could harbour a thought of obtruding
my own belief on the free minds of others.”

In bis discourse of the following year, we find him again men-
tioning the Mosaic liistory, under a supposition, assumed for the
sake of the argument which he was discussing, that it had no higher
authority than any other book of history, which the rese>arches
of the curious had accidentally brought to light. f

: On this supposition,” (I quote his own words,) “ that the first
** eleven chapters of the book which it is thought proper to call
“ Genesis, are merely a preface to the oldest civil histoiy now ex-
“ tant, we sec the truth of them confirmed by antecedent reasoning,
and by evidence in part highly probable, and in part certain.”
Jiut that misconception might be entertained on this awful sub-
ject by the ignorant, and to avoid the possibility of any perverse
misapplication of his sentiments, he adds : * but the connection of
“ the Mosaic history with that of the Gospel, by a chain of sub-
“ lime predictions unquestionably ancient, and apparently* ful-
“ filled,

- I could wish that Sir William Jones hud retained the expression, which
before used, when discussing the same topic, as the word apparently may seem to imply

a less

he
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filled, must induce us to think the Hebrew narrative more than
human in its origin, and consequently true in every substantial
part of it, though possibly expressed in figurative language, as
many learned and pious men have believed, and as the most
pious may believe without injury, and perhaps with advantage
to the cause of Revealed Religion."”

113
“
113
“
6

113

The third volume of the Asiatic Researches, published in 1792,
contains a very learned and elaborate treatise of Lieutenant Wil-
ford, on Bgj/pt and the Nik, from the ancient books of the Hindus.
It refers to a passage in a Sanscrit book, so clearly desci ij)tivc of
Noah, under the name of Satyvrata, or Satyavarman, that it is ini-
jossible to doubt their identity. Of the passage thus referred to,
Sir William Jones, in a note annexed to the dissertation, has given
a translation “ minutely exact.* Neither the passage, nor the
note, has appeared in the works of Sir William Jones; and as the
former is curious, and as the note has an immedfate connection
with the subject under consideration, | insert both :

Translation from the Pudma Pur4nN.

1. To Satyavarman, the sovereign of the ifhole earth, were bom
three sons; the eldest Sherma, then Charma, and thirdly,
Jyapeti by name.

2, They were all men of good morals, excellent in virtue and vir-
tuous deeds, skilled in the use of weapons to strike with or to
be thrown, brave men, eager for victory in battle.

IN e - But Satyavarman, being continually delighted
with devout meditation, and seeing his sons fit for dominion,
laid upon them the burden of government.

a less degree of conviction than he actually possCMtd, as the tenor and terms of the pas-
sages which | have quoted indispuubly prove. The sense in which itisto be understood,
is that of mamfestiy; his reasoning plainly re(juires it.

4. Whil
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4. Whilst he remained honouring and satisfying the gods, and
priests, and kine, one dajs by tlie act of destiny, the king
Imving drunk mead,

5. liecamc scnsck'ss, and lay asleep naked : then was he seen by
Ch«rma, and by him were his two brothers called,

6. To whom he said, What now has befallep ? In what state is this
our sire? liy these two was he hidden with clothes, and
called to bis senses again and again.

7. Having recovered his intellect, and perfectly knowing what had
passed, he cursed Charma, saying. Thou shalt be the servant
of servants. ,

8. And since thou wast a laughter in their presence, from laughter
shalt thou acquire a name. Then he gave to Sherma the wide
domain on the south of the snowy mountain.

9. And to Jyapeli lie gave all on the north of the snowy mountain ;
but he by the power of religious contemplation, attained su-
preme Dblils.

(
“ Now you will probably think (Sir William Jones sa}'s, ad-

V dressing himself to the society) that even the conciseness and

simplicity of this narrative are excelled by the Mosaic relation

“ of the same adventure; but whatever may be our opinion of ihe

“ old Indian style, this extract most clearly proves, that the 8a-

“ tyavrata, or Satyavarman of the Puram was the same personage,

“ (as it has been asserted in a former publication) wilh the Noah

“ of Scripture; and we consequently fix the utmost limit of Hindu

“ chronology ; nor can it be with reason inferred from the identity

“ of the stories, that the divine legislator borrowed any part of his

“ work from the Egyptians; he was deeply versed, no doubt, in

“ all their learning, such as it was; but he wrote what he knew to

“ be truth itself, independently of their tales, in which truth was

“ blended with fable, and their age was not so remote from tlie days

N 5 “ of
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“ of tlic pHtiiarcli, but tliat every occiineuce in liis lifo might nuj
“ turally have been prescncd by traditioii from father to son."” *’;

In his tenth discourse, in 1793, he mentions, with a satisfaction
which every pious mind must enjoy, the result of the enquiries of
the society over whicli he presided.

“ In the first place, wc cannot surely deem it an inconsiderable
“ advantage, that all our historical researches liave conCruied the
“ Mosaic accounts of the primitive world, and our testinjony on
“ that subject ought to have the greater weighf, because, if the
“ result of our observations had been totally diflbreiit, we should
“ nevertheless have published them, not indeed with equal plea*
“ sure, but with equal confidence: for truth is miglitif, and what-
“ ever be its conseqiiences, must always prevail: but independently
“ of our interest in conoborating the multiplied evidences of Ue-
“ vealed Religion, we could scarcely gratify our minds with a more
“ useful and rational entertainment, than the contemplation of .
those wondeiful rievolutions, in kingdoms and states, which have
“ happened Avithin little more than four thousand years; revolu-
“ tions almost as fuTly demonstrative of an ail-ruling Providence,
“ as the structure of the universe, and the final causes, which are
discernible in its whole extent, and even in its remotest parts.”

The preceding quotations sufficiently demonstrate the sentiment*
of Sir William Jones on the subject of Revelation, and they may
be fairly considered as evincing an anxiety on his part to impress
his own belief on oUiers, for the very expressions, which may seem
to imply hesitation or indiffference in his mind, are particularly
adapted to enforce conviction on those, to whom they were ad-
dressed. It is worthy of remark, that the reflections in niany of

the passages cited, although such as would naturally occur to*
3B bel™
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believer in the Scriptures, are not necessarily called for by the sub-
ject under his discussion, and could only proceed from his zeal in
the investigation and propagation of truth. 1’his was the fixed
object of his whole life, as he has himself declared in the following
elegant couplets:

Before thy mystic altar, heav'nly.Truth,

I kneel in manhood, as 1 knelt in youth :

Thus let me kneel, till this dull form decay,

And life's last shade be brighten'd by thy ray:

Then shall my soul, nove lost in clouds below, 1

Soar without bound, without consuming glow*.

t
A disciple of Voltaire, would have omitted the observations
n)ade by Sir William Jones, or have tortured the premises on which
they are founded, into the service of infidelity ; nor would he have
declared that, “ ,in order to enlighten the minds of the ignorant, and
“ to enforce the obedience of the perverse, it is evident d priori®
“ that a revealed Religion was necessary in the greeft system of
“ Ppovidence
The mind of Sir William Jones was never tJfinted with infidelity;

but there was a period, as 1 have already observed, before hisjudg-
ment was matured, and before he had studied the Scriptures with
close attention, when his belief m the truth of Revelation was tinged
with doubts. But these were the transient clouds, which for a while
obscure the dawn, and disperse With the rising sun. llis heart and
his judgment told him, that Religion was a subject of supreme im-

- These lines were written by Sir William'Jones in Berkfey’s Siris ; they are, in fact,
a beautiful \ersion of the last sentence of th6 Siris, amplified and adapted to himself;
He that would make a real progress in knowledge, must dedicate his age as well as
' youth, the latter growth as well as the first fruits, atthe altar of Truth.”
/*t Worki, vol. i. p. 16y.

portance.
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portuncc, aiul tho oviclcncc of its truth worthy his most serious
investigation. He sat to it without prejudice, and rose from
the enquiry with a conviction, Avhich the studios of hw future life
invigorated and confinned. Tho completion of the prof)hecies rela-
ting to our Saviour, had impressed upon his™outhful mind this inva-
luable truth, that th™ language of Jsaiah, and of tiic prophets, was
inspiretl; and in this belief, to which fresh proofs were progressively
added, he closed his life, lie has T trust received, through the
merits of his Redkkmeu, the reward of his faith.

In matters of eternal concern, the authority of the highest human
opinions has no clann to l)c admitted, as aground of belief, but it
may with the strictest propriety be opposed to that of men of in-
ferior learning and penetration ; and, whilst the pious derive satis-
faction from the perusal of sentiments according with their own,
those who doubt or disbelieve, should be inducwl to weigh with
candour and impartiality, arguments which have produced con-
viction in the minds of the best, the wisest, and most learned ofI
mankind. - -

Among such as have professed a steady belief in the doctrines
of Christianity, where shall greater names I)c found, than those of
Bacon and Newton ? Of the former and of Locke, it may be obser-
ved, that they were both innovators in science; disdaining to follow
the sages of antiquity through the beaten paths of error, they
broke through prejudices, which liad long obstructed the progress
of sound knowledge, and laid the foundation of science on solid
grour.d, whilst the genius of J™ewton earned him ejY/n jiammaulia
mama mundi, Thiise men, to tlicir*great raise, and we may hoj)c to
their eternal happiness, devoted much of their time to the study t»f
the Scriptures : if tlie evidence of Revelation had been weak, who were

better qualified to expose its uiisoundncss ? if our national faith w ~
a.
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a mere fable, a political superstition, why were minds which boldly
destroyed prejudices in Science, blind to Ihose in Religion ? They
read, examined, weighed, and believed; and the same vigorous in-
tellect, that dispersed the mists which concealed the temple of
liuman knowledge, was itself illuminated with the radiant truths of
Divine Revelation. '

Such authorities, and let me now add to them the name of Sir
William Jones, are deservedly entitled to great weight; let those,
who superciliously reject them, compare their intellectual powers,
their scientific attainments, and vigour of application, Awvith those of
the men whom 1 have named ; the compariscfh may perhaps lead
them to suspect, that their incredulity (to adopt the idea of a pro-
found scholar) may be the result of a little smattering in learning,
and great self-conceit, and that by harder study, and a humbled
mind, they may regain the religion 'which they have left.

I shall not apologize for the extracts which | havJ introduced
from the works of Sir William Jones, nor for the reflections to which
ttey have naturally led. The former display that part of his cha-
racter, which alone is now important to his happiness ; and I am
authorized to add, not only from what appears in his printed works
and private memoranda, in more than one of which, containing a
delineation of his daily occupations, | find a portion of time allotted
to the perusal of the Scriptures, but from private and satisfactory
testimony, that the writings of our best divines engaged a large share
of his attention, and that private devotion was not neglected by him.
The following lines, which afford a proof both of his taste and piety,
were written by him after a perusal of the eighth sermon of Barrow,
in his retirement, at Chrishna-nagur, in 1786; and with these |
shall conclude my observations ou his religious opinions —
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As meadows parch’d, brown groves, nnd withering flow'rs,
Imbibe the sparkling dew and genial thow'i-s;

As chill dark air inhalA the morning beam.

As thirsty harts enjoy the gelid stream ;

Tlius to man’s grateful soul from henv'n dojcend,

Tlie mercies of hit Father, Lori> and Fribn.d.

»
I now turn to the last scenc of the life of Sir William Jone».

The few months allotted to his existence after the departure of Ludjr
Jones, were devoted to his usual occupations, and more particu-
larly to the discharge of that duty which alone detained him in
India; the completion of the digest of Hindu and Mohammedan
law. But neither the consciousness of acquitfing himself of an
obligation which he had voluntarily contracted, nor his incessant
assiduity, could fill the vacuity occasioned by the absence of her,
Avhose society had sweetened the toil of application, and checrcd
his hours of relaxation. Their habits were congenial, and their
pursuits in some respects similar: his botanical researches were faci-
litated by tl)c eyes of Lady Jones, and by her tidents in drawing ;
and their evenings were generally passed together, in the perusal
of the best modern authors in the different languages of Europe*
After her departure, he mixed more in promiscuous society ; but his
affections were transported with her to his native country.

On the evening of the 20th of April, or nearly about that date,
after prolonging his walk to a late hour, during which he had impru-
dently renmined in conversation, in an unwholesome situation, he
calk'd upon the writer of these sheets, and complained of aguish
symptoms, mentioning his intention to take some medicine, and
repeating jocularly an old prqverb, that “ an ague in the spring
is medicine for a king.” He had no suspicion at the time, of the
rc«l nature of his indisposition, which proved in fact to be a com-
plaint common in Bengal, an mflammation in the liver. The disorder
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was, however, soon discovered b} the penetration of the physician,
mn\ho after two or three days was called in to his assistance; but it had
then advanced too far to yield to the efficacy of the medicines
usually prescribed, and they were administered in vain. The pro-
gress 6f tJic complaint was uncommonly rapid, and terminated
fatally on the 27lh of April, 1?94. On the morning of that day,
his attendants, alarmed at the evident symjitoms of approaching
dissolution, came precipitately to call the friend who has now tiio
melancholy task of recording the mournful event. Not a moment
mAss lost in repairing to his house. He was lying on his bed in a pos-
ture of meditation; and thp only sympton of remaining life Wasa small
degree of motion in the heart, which after a‘few seconds ceased,
and he expired without a pang or groan. |llis bodily suftering,
from the complacency of his features and the ease of his attitude,
could not have been severe; and his mind must have derived conso-
lation from those sources vehere he had been in the habit of seeking
it, and where alone, in our last moments, it can ever be found.

The deep regret which 1 felt at the time, that the apprehensions of
the attendants of Sir M7Nlliam Jones had not induced them to give me
earlier notice of the extremity of his situation, is not yet obliterated.
It would have afforded me an opportunity of performing the pleasing
but painful office, of soothing his last moments, and 1 should have
felt the siucerest gratification in receiving his latest commands; nor
would it have been less satisfactory to the public, to have known the
dying sentiments and”behaviour of a man, who had so long and de-
servedly enjoyed so large a portion of their t?steem and admiration.

An anecdote of Sir 'William Jones (upon what authority 1 know
not) has been recorded; that immediately before his dissolution, he
retired to his closet, and expired in the act of adoration to his Creator.
S"ch a circumstance would have been conformable to his prevail-

ing
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ing habits of thinking and reflection : but it is not founded in fact;
he died upon his bed, and in the satne room in which he had re-
mained from the commencement of his indisposition.

The funeral ceremony was performed on thq following day with
the honours due to his p,ublic stution : and the numerous attendance
of the most respectable British inhabitants of Calcutta, evinced
their sorrow for his loss, and their resjK'ct for his memory.

If my success in describing the life of Sir William Jones has been
proportionate to my wishes, a)d to my admiration of his character,
any attempt to delineate it must now be superfluous. 1 cannot,
however, resist the impulse of recapitulating in substance what has
been particularly detailed in the course of this work.

In the short space of forty-seven years, by the exertion of rare
intellectual talents, he acquired a knowledge of arts, sciences, and
languages, A;hich has seldom been equalled, and scarcely, if ever,
surpassed. If he did not attain the critical proficiency of a Porson
or Parr in Grecian literature; yet his knowledge of it was mostt
extensive and profound, and entitled him to a high rank in the first
class ofscholai’s; while as a philologist, he could boast an universality
in which he had no rival. His bkill in the idioms of India, Persia,
and Arabia, has perha]>s never been equalled by any European ; f nd
his compositions on Oriental subjects, display a taste which we sel-
dom find ill the writings of those who had preceded him in these
tracts of literature*. The language of Constantinople was also
familii.r to him; and of the Chinese characters and tongue, he had
learned enough to enable him ta translate an ode of Confucius. In

- Amongst those who have latterly dittingaished yjctnteKct by their Oriental learning,
the late Reverend J. f). Carlyle, profeaaor of Arabic in the 13uiv«nity of Cambridge, hn*
displayed equal taste and eruditioo, in hi* elegant truotlation of Sptcimm of Arabian

PUETBYV, publiihed ia 1700-



370 MEMOIRS OF TI!IE LIFE OF

f
the inoclern dialects of Europe, French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese,
and German, he was thoroughly conversant, and had perused the
most admired writers in those languages. 1 might extend the list,
by specifying other dialects which he understood, but which he had
less perfectly studied.*.
«

But mere philology was never considered by Sir William Jones
as the end of his studies, nor as any thing more than the medium
through which knowledge was to be ac(iuired ; he knew, that “ words
“ were the daughters of earth, and things the sons of heaven,” and
would have disdained the character of a mere linguist. In the little
sketch of a treatise on liducation, which has been inserted in these
.Memoirs, he describes the use of language, and the necessity of ac-
quiring the languages of those people who in any period of the world
have been distinguished by their superior knowledge, in order to
add to our own researches the accunmlated wisdom of all ages and
nations. Accordingly, with the keys of learning in his possession, he
was qualified to unlock the literary hoards of ancient,'and modern

, *'rhc following is transcribed from a paper in the hand-writing of Sir William Jonoi>;
LANGUAGES :

Eight languages studied critically ;
English, Lutin, French, Italian,
Greek, Arabic, Persian, Sanscrit.

Eight studied less perfectly, but all intelligible with u dictionnry :
Spanish, Portuguese, German, Uunick,
Hebrew, Bengali, Hindi, Turkish.

Twelve studied least perfectly, but all attainable:
Tibetian, Pfi.ii, Phalavi, Deri,
Kuliian, Syrinc, Ethiopic, Coptic,
Welsh, Swedish, Dutch, Chinese.

Twenty-eight languages.
In another memorandum, lje mentions having read a grammar of the Russian and
Welsh.

' times,



SIR WILLIAM JONES. 17

»

titns, and to display the treasures deposited in them, for the use,
entertainment, or instruction of mankind. In the course of his la-
bours, we find him elucidating the laws of Athens, India, and Arabia;
comparing the philosophy of the Porch, the Lyceum, and Acadt;iny,
with the doctrines of the Sufis and Bramins; and, by a rare combi-
nation of taste and eri”dition, exhibiting the mythological ficion<<
of the Hindus in strains not unworthy the sublimest Cirecian bards.
In the eleven discourses which he addressed to the Asiatic society,
on the history, civil and natural, the antiquities, arts, sciences,
philosophy, and literature of Asia, and on the origin and families
of nations, he has discusscd the subjects which he professed to ex-
plain, with a perspicuity which delightt and instructs, and in a
style which never ceases to please, where his arguujents may not
always convince. In these disquisitions, he has more particularly
displayed his profound Oriental learning in illustrating topics of
great importance in the history of mankind; and it is much to be
lamented, that he did not live to revise and improve them iii England,
with the advantages of accumulated knowledge and undisturbed
leisure*- _ :

A mere*

- Of these discourses, the subjects of the two first “mvelKcn iioticetl in the Memoirs;
tive seven following, from the third to the ninth inclusive, ure ii])|>ro»ri(itcl to the solu-
tion of an important problem, whether the five nations, viz, the ItiJinns, Arabs, Tartnrs,
Persians, and Chinese, who have divided amongst themselves, «s a Jcind of inheritancf.
the vast continent of Asia, hud » common x»rJgiu, and whether that origiu was the same
that is generally ascribed to them.

To each of these nations a distinct ewaj is aJbited, for ihepurposc of ascertaining,
a'Ao they were, whence and when they came, attd where titwrare now settled. The
general media through which this exteosive investigation is put”~Pl. are, first, their lan-
guages and letters; secondly, their jibilotopht/; thirdly, the aouial remains of their old
sculpture ana architecture ; and, fourthly, the written memorials of their scunus and arts =
the eighth d.sconrse is allotted to the borderers, muntaineers, uud islanders of Asio;
aud the ninth, on the origin aud families of nations, gives the result of the whole
enquiry.

3C
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A mere catalogue of the writings of Sir William Jones, would sHevi-
the extent and \'ariety of his erudition; a perusal of tliem will prove,
that

I'o state nil tile infoniia”ioii which is curious, novel, and interesting, in these discourses,
would be nearly to transcrii>e the whole, and the very nature of them does not admit of a
satisfactory abridgment; the conclusion adopted by Sir William Jones, may be given in
bis own words; but this without the arguments from which it is deduced, and the facts
and observations on wliich those arguments are founded, must he imperfectly understood.
1 must therefore refer the reiwler, who is desirous of investigating the great problem of
the derivation ol' nations from their parental stock, or, in other words, of the population
of the world, to the discourses themselves ; and in presenting him with a faint outhnc of
some of the most important facts and observations contained in them, | mean rather to
excite his curios'ity than to gratify it. -

1 shall follow the discourse* in the order in which they stand; and, to avoid unnecessary
phraseology, 1 shall, as far as possible, use the language of Sir William Jones himself.

The first discourse, which is the third of the series in which they were delivered, begins
with the Hindus.

Tiie civil history of the inhabitants of India, beyond the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury from tlic present time, isenveloped in u cloud of fables. Facts, strengthened by ana-
logy, may lead us to suppose the existence of a primeval language in Up™er India, which
may be called Hindi, and that the Sanscrit was introduced into it, by conquerors from
othfcr kingdoms in some very remote age. The Sansciit language, whatever be its anti-
equity, is of awonderful structure; more perfect than the Greek, more copious than the
Latin, and more exquisitely re&ned than either ” yet bearing to both of them a stronger
affinity, boih in the roots of verbs, and in the form of grammar, than could possibly have
becu produced by accident; so strong indeed, that no philologer could examine them all
three without believing them to have sprung from some common tourct, which perhaps no
longer exist*. There is a similar reason, though not quite so forcible, for supposing that
both the Gothuk and Ctltick, though blended witli a very different idiom, had the same
origin with the Sanscrit; iindthe old Pf-nian might be added to the same family.

The clinracU rs> in which the languages of India were originally written,
are adopted with little lyujiation in form, in more than twenty kingdoms and states, from
the borders of Khoten, to the Southern extremity of the peninstda; and

from the Indut to the river of Siam. That the square Chaldaic characters, in which
most Uebrtw bociks are cojiiwl, were originally the same, or derived from the same.pro-
totyi>€, both with the Indian and Arabian characters, there can be little doubt; and it is
probable that the rhcenician, from which the Greek and Koninn alphabets were formed,
Kd a similar origin.

| * e The
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that it was no less deep than iiiiscelluneous. Whatever topic he
discusses, his ideas flow with ease and perspicuity ; his style is
always

The deities adored ia /wci'fl, were worhliippcd uiidor diirwent names in OJd Gretcr und
Jlaiy, and the snnit- pluiosophical tenets wliicb were iiliiBUftted by tlw; lonick and Atticli
writers, with all the beauties of their tnelodioii>i language, nrc profetscd iu Indu. The
six philosophical schools of the ludinus, cunipiise all the nietapliyiii-kit of the old
jflcudewy, the Sloa, and the Lyccum; nor chd we hesitate to believe, that PrrHA»oxAi>
und Prato, derived their sublime thc«ricu from the same fountain with tlx; sngei of Indin
The Sciftludn and lijffterbartau <loctrinc8 and uiytliolo™y arc discovered in every part of
the Eastern regions, and that WoD or O i>EN, was tUckainc with Bonn of Jn<Ji«, and Fo
of China, seems indisputable.

The remains oiarchitecture and tcufpture in Indiaipeem to prove an early connection
between that country and Africa. The letters on many of tlie luonumentH ap(”~ar parily
of Indiun, and partly of Ab~mnian or Ktkiopick origin; and these indubitable facts
seem to authorise a probable opinion, that JLthivpia and llinduttaH were rolonizod Ly tin
same race. The period of the subjugation of India, by the Hindus under Hama, /irom
Audh to Silan, may be dated at about centuries befoiv the (>re«cnt period.

The ARABS come next under investigtuiou. The Araluc Uuguagr i* nnquestionnitly
one of the most ancient in the world. Thai it has nut the least rcseniblancc either in words,
or in the structure of them to the Hansfrit, or great parent of the Indian dialects, is esta-
blished by the most irrefragable arguments. With respect to tlic character* in which ti<
old compositions of Arabia were written, little i« known cxcei>t that the Koran orifl;i-
nally uppeart'd iu those of Kujuk, from which the modern Arabian charai-iers were
derived, and which unquestionably had u common origin with the Htbrtw and Chatdaie.
It has generally bec*n supposed, that the old religion of the Arab* was entirely Subinn ;
but the information concerning the Sabian faith, and even ihe meaning of the wo.-»l. ¥
too imperfect to admit of any satisfactory conclusion on ll»e subject. Tliiit the ptople ol
Yemen soon fell into the common idolatry of adoring the sun and Hnnumeiit, is certain ;
other tribes worshipped the placeU and fixed Mars, but the religion of the poeU sceais to
have been pure theism of any philo«)phy but ethics, there are no traces among them ;
and their system of morals was miserably depraved for a at leart, before Mo-
hammed.

Few monuments of antiquity are pre»erve<l in Arabia, and of these the accounts n<
unceitain. O fsciences, the Arabs of Hejaz were totally ignorant, and the only art* suo-
cessfully cult.vated by tlicm, (horsemanship and military accomplislimcnts cxcep.”,) were
poetiy and rhctoric. The people of Yemen had possibly more mechanical arts, and
perhaps more science.

a
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always dear and polished; animated and forcible when his subject
requires it. His philological, botanical, philosophical, and chro-
nological

Thus it clearly appears, fbat the Arabs both of llejaz »nd Yemen, sprang from a stock
entirely different from that of the Hindus; and if we give credit to the universal tradition
of Yemen, that Yoktnn, the son ofEber, first settled his family ia Arabia, thei' first
establishments in their respective countries were nearly coeval, about eighteen centuriei
before the Chriistian zern.

The TARTARS furnish the subject of the fifth discourse. In general, they differ
wholly in feature and complexion from the Hindus and Arabs. The general traditional
history of the Tartars begins with Oghuz, as that of the Hindus docs with Rama; and
according to Visdelou, the king of the Hyumnus or Huns, began his reign about 3560
years ago, not long after the time fixed, in the former distfourses, for the regular esta-
blishments of the Hindus and Arabs in their several countries.

Tlje enquiry concerning the languages and letters of the Tartars, presents a deplorable
void, or a prospect as barren and dreary as their deserts; they had in general no literature,
(u proposition, which is not nffected by ndmitting with Ibnu Arabshah, the existence of
Diiberjin and Eighuri letters); and all that can be safely inferred from the little informa-
tion we have on the subject, is the probabiUty that the various dialects of Tartary de-
scended from one common stock, essentially different from that from which the Indian
and Arabian tongues Beveruliy came. The language of the Brahmans affords a proof of
~n immemorial and total difference between the savages of the'mountains, as the Chinese
call the Tartars, and the studious, placid, contemplative inhabitants of India.

I'ure theism appears to have prevailed inTartaiy for some generations after Yafet; the
Mongals and Tuics some ages afterwards i-elapscd into idolatry; but Chingis was u
theisu

Thus it has been proved beyond controversy, that the far greater part of Asia has been
peopled, and im,memorially possessed by three considerable nations, whom for want of
better names we may u)ll Hindus, Arabs, and Tartars; cach of them divided and sub-
divided into au infinite nun.bcr of branches, and all of them to different in form and fea-
tures, language, inannen;, and religion, that if they sprang originally from one common
root, tliey must have b«] || |jiC).iriited for ages.

The bixth anu next T™loursc is on Pbksia Or FKAnN.

There » solid icasoit t« suj>pose, that a powerful monarchy had been established in
Irfin, for ages before the Assyrian J)ynasty, (which commenced with Cayuuiers, about

< .'eight ol nine ceiituiies before Christ) under the name of the Muhabadian Dynasty, and
, that it must be the oldest in the world. .. i
A 1 When
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nological disquisitions, his historical researches, anti even his Persian

grainn>ar, whilst they fix the curiosity and attention of the reader,
by

When Mohnratned was born, two languages appear to have been genernllv prevalent inr
the great empire of Ir&o, thatof the court, thence nouied TTcri, which wnsonly a refined
and elegant dialect of the Passi, and that of the learned named Pahiavi. Hut besiden
these two, a very ancient and abstruse tongue was known to the prieits and philosopheni,
called the language of the Zend, because a book on religious and moriil dtitie*, which
they held sacred, and which bore that name, had been written in it. The Zr>id, andolH
Pahiavi, are now almost extinct in Ir6.u; but the Parsi, which remoins almost pure in
the Shahuameh (a poem composed about eiglH centuriei ngo), has now become u new and
exquisitely polished language. The Parti ha* so much of the Sftnncrit, that it was evi-
dently derived from the liujguagc of* the Brahnutns; but the pure Persian contain* uo
traces of any Arabian tongue. TIlw Pahiavi, on the contrary, hasa strong rcsrmhlHnre >
the Arabic, ond a perusal of the Zend glossary, iu the work of Mr. A. du Perron, decidedl>
proves the language of the Zend to be at least a dialect of the Sanscrit. From all thesi-
facts it is a neccsaary consequence, that the oldest ditcoverabie languages in Persia, were
Chaldaic and Sanscrit; that when they ceased to be vernacular, the Pahiavi and Zend
were deduced from them respective!}, and the Parsi from the Zend, or immetliately from
thtdialect of the Uralimans, but all had perhaps a niijfture of Tartnrinn < for the best
lexicographers ussert, that numberless words' in ancicnt Persian arc taken from the lan-
guage of the Cimmerians, oi th«'Tartar! of the Kipchak. n

The ancient religion of the old Persians was pure theism, which prevailetl until the ri'
cession of Cayumcrs, and was evidently the j-cligitm of the Brahmans ; whilst ihe doc
trine of the 2lend, was as evidently distinct from that of the VAda. With their religion,
tljeir philosophy was intimately connected ; and a metaphysical theology lios b<ren im-
mcmorially professed by a numerous scct of Persians and Hindus, which v.us carricrf
partly into Grcece, and prevails even now among the learned Mohammedans, who Ko:ne-
times avow it without reserve. The modem professors of ihis philf>sophy, wljich is tliiit
of the Indian Vidanti school, are cailcd Sufis. Their fundamental tenet i», that
nothing cxisu but God ; tlut the human soul is an emanation fram his etwnce, and
though divided for a time from its heavenly source, will be finally re-nnited with it, in ihr
enjoyment of the highest possible happiness. n

The rcwit of this discourse is, that a. powerful monarchy wax established in 1t&n, long
before the Pishdadi or Assyrian goveinmcnt; that it was in imtli a Hindu monarchy,

that it subsisted many centuries, anti* ih jEittory has b«*eii<ougraficd on
JLndus, who founded the monuichi’ ~ u" W”a or Audli, and Indraprestha (*>elhi
that the language of the first ilm:-.nother of the Stutcrit, ami

aeque:
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by the novelty, depth, or importance of the knowledge displayed
m them, always delight by elegance of diction. His compositions

are

sequcutly of the Zend and Persian, as well as of the Greek, Latin, anti Gothic ; that the
Unguugc of the Assyrians was the parent of Chaldaic and Pahlavi; and that the primary
Tartur langtmge liad been current in the same empire. ,

Thus the three distinct races of men, described in the former essays, as possensors of

IniHa, Arabia, and Tartary, are discovered in Irkn or Persia, in the earliest dawn of
iiistorj-.

Whether Asia may not have produced other races of men distinct from the Hiadus,
the Arabs, or the Tartars, or whether any apparent diversity may not have sprung from au
intermixture of these three, in different proportions, remains to be investigated ; and iu
this viewv, the enquiry next proceeds to the CMiNBSE,'wh9 forip the subject of the seventli
discourse.

The word China, is well known to the people whom we call Chlnej«, but they never
apply it to themselves or their country. They describe themselves as the people of Han,
or some other illustrious fatnily, and their country they call

Chim-cue, or the central
region, or Tien-hia, meaning what it under heaven.

From the evidence of Con-fut-su or Confucius, it is proved that the Chinese themselves
do not even pretend that, in the age of that philosopher, any historical mouuu*eut existed
preceding the rise oftheif third dynasty, above eleven hundred years before the Christiaa
epoch ¢ and that the reign of Vuvam, who has the fame of hayiug founded tliat dynasty,
\as in the infancy of their empire ; and it has been asserted by very learned Europeans,
that even of this third dynasty no unsuspected memorial can now be produced, it was
not until the eighth century before our Saviour, that a small kingdom wjis crocted in tinr
province of Shensi; and both the country and its metrupolit were called Chin. The
territory of Chin so called by the old Hindus, by the Persian* and Cliinese, gave its hame
to a race of Emperors, whose tyranny made them so unpopular, that the modern inha-
bitants ofChiua hold the nanie in abhorrence.

The Chinas aremeutioned by Menu, in abook next in time aud authority to the Veda,
as one of the families of the military class, who gradually abandoned the ordinances of
the Veda; and therfc is a strong presumption for supposing, that the Chinas of Menu are
the Chinese. Hence it is probable, that the whole race of Chinese descended from tlie
Chinas of Menu, and miidng with the Taitars, by whom the plains of Honan, and the
more Southern provinces were thinly inhabited, founded by degrees the race of men, who

»re iilow-/n possession of the noblest eOT?2®Y™ Asia.
==.and i?lto".iAophy of the modern Chinese,
Jthfcir arts, furnish little, either in  suj>poi<

The language and letters, religion
ancient monuments, their sciences, and
' -~wtion of this opinion, but various circum-
| | > m
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are never dry, tedious, nor disgusting; and literature and science
come from his hands, adorned with all their grace and beauty.

No

stances under the two heads of literature and religion, seein.colltHZivcljr to prove, (a» fm
as such questions admit of proof) that the Chinfst and Hindus were originally the Kame
people. Many singular mark's of relation may be discovered betweeit them and the old
Hin<lus, as in ihe remarkable period of four hundred and thirty-two thousand* ; and in
the cycle of sixti/ years, in the predilection for the mystical number nint, in many
similar fasts and “reat festivals, especially at the solstices and ct]uiuoxef ; in the obooquics
consisting of ric™ and fruits offered to their deccused ancestors; in the dread of dying
childless, lest such oflehngs should be intermitted ; and perhaps in their I'oinmon abiior*
rcnce of red objects; which the Indians carry so far, that Mimu himself, when he atiou»
a Brairiin to trade, if he cannot otherwise support life, absolutely forbids "his tra/licking
*» in any sort of red cloths, whether linen or woollen, or made of woven barW."

The Japeinete are xupposed to be descended from the same stock at the Chiiuu ; tliL
Hindu or Egyptian lilo\alrj has prevailed iii Japan from the earliest ages, and amongst
the ancient idols worshipped in that country, there are many which are every day socii iu
the temples of Bengal.

The borderers, mounfameers, and islanders, of Asia, form the suhjcct of the eighth dis-
course. It begins with the Idumcans or Erytlireans, who were indubitably distinct from
the Arabs, and,'from the concurrence of many strong testimonies, may be referred to the
Indian stem. ' )

That the written Abyssinian language, which we call Ethiopic, i« a dialect of the old
Chaldean, and sister of the Arabic and Hebrew, itcertain ; and a cursory examination of
many old inscriptions on pillars and in cavei, leaves little doubt, that the Nagari and
Eihiopiat> letters had a similar form, It is tupponcd, that the Abyssinian* of »hc Arabiiin
stock having no letters, borrowed those of the black Pagans, whom the tiiecks c.iHed
Troglodvtes ; and upon the whole, it seem* probable that tlic Ethiops of il/i-rw were the
same people with the first Egyptians, and coiiscrjueutly, a* it might easily be shewn,
with the original Hindus.

There is no trace in 'he maritime partof Yemen, from Adcti to Mtskat, ofany nation
who were rot Arabs or Abyssinian invaders; and from the gulfpf Persia to the tivtrs Cur
anil Aras, no \-estige appears of any pji”*ple distinct from the Arabs, Persians, and Tar-
tars. The principal inhabitmits of the mountains which sepamte/r«»i from India, were

= Tlie p<rod of 43*<*>0 yean, ed on an tstronomic” talculationVANAjA A A
dkguiacd, by dptiefs added or whbtuctftl, ~]. See liwuT»e oa Chronology of
Hindus, SirAVilliam Jeres's Works,r k s P~ jL ./ | o W
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No writer perhaps ever displaced so much learning, with so little
afl'ectation of it. Instead of overwhelming his readers with perpe-
tual

anciently distinguished among the Brahmans, by the oamc of Doradas ; they seem ta
have been destroyed or expelled by the Afgans or Patans; and there is very solid ground
for believing, that the Afgans descended from the Jews ; Uecause they sometimes in con-
fidence avow that unpopular origin, which in genersJ they sedulously conceal, and wiiich
other Musselmans positively assert; because Hazaret, which appears to be live Azarcth of
Esdras, is one of their territories ; and principally because their language is evidently a
dialect of the scripturai Chaldaic.

It is not unworthy of remark, that the copious vocabulary exhibited by Grellmann of
the Gypsy dialect, coutaias so many Sanscrit words, that tiieir Indian origin can hardly
be doubted. -

The Boras, a remarkable race of men, inhabiting chicfly tlie cities of Gujarat,
though Musselmans in religion, are Jews in genius, features, and manners, and probably
came first, with their brethren the Afgan», to the borders of India.

The languages, letters, religion, and old monuments ofSilan (Ceylon), prove that it
was immetnorialiy peopled by the Hindu race. To tlie people of Java and Sninatra, the
I*arae origin may be assigned ; and relying upon the authority of Mr. Marsden, that clear
vestiges of one ancient UtiguageAre discernible in all the insular dialects of the Southfern
seas from Mad”ascar to the Philippines, and even to the remotest Tslaiids lately dis-
covered, we may infer from the specimens of those languages, in his account of feu-
ifiatra, that the parent of them all was no other than the Sanscrit.

That the people of Potyid, or Thibet, were Hindus, is known from the researches of
Cassiano; their written language proves it.

The natives of Eighur, Tancut. and Kbata, who had systems of letters, and ure even
said to have cultivated liberal arts, may be suspected to have been of the Indian, not of
the Tuilarian family ; and tiic same remark may be applied to the nation called Barmas,
but who are known to the puudits by the name of Brahmachinas, and seem to have I>ecn
the Bracbmani of Piolemy.

From all that can be learned of tlie old religion and Tnanners of the Hyperboreans,
they appear like the Mnssagetae, and some other nations usually considered as Tartars,
to be really of the Gothic, that is of the Hindu ‘ace ; for it is demonstrable, that the
Goths and Hindiis had originally the same langui.”e, gave tliQ same appellation to the
stars and planets, adored the same fal»e N ity tlifTame bloody sacrifices, and

b' he same notions of rewardj™].4%, ~ments after~leath. It may be con-
'klade, ‘mat all the Northern lamguagiesuangé’s &thie Gothic, had a Tartarian origin like

\ v.h” universally ascribed to the Sckvoa

From
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tual quotations from ancient and modem authors, whose ideas or
information he adopts, he transmutes their sense into his own lan-
guage ;

From the best intbrmation procurable in Bengal, it satiafactorilj appears, tliat the
basis of the Armeniau, was the ancient Persian, of tiie same Indina stock witii the Zend,
uud that it has been gradually changed, from the time that Armenia ceased to be a
province of Iran.

The Greeks and Phrygians, though diflering somewhat in manners, and perhHIM in
dialect, had an apparent affinity in religion a» well aii in language ; the grand ohicct of
mysterious worship in Phrygia, is »tate<l by the Greeks to be the mother of the gwls, or
nature persottiZied; as she is seen among tJie Indians, in a thousand (orm&, and under a
thousand names. I'he Diana of Ephesus, was manifestly tlie same goddcsa, in the character
of productive nature; aud the Astarte of the Syrians and Phoenicians, appivu's to b« the
same in another form. The Phucnicians, like the Hindus, adored the sun, and asserted
water to be the first of created things; nor can it bo doubled, that Syrtn, Shmaiia, and
Phoenice, (or the long strip of land on the shore of the Mediterranean) were awient/»
peopled by a branch of the Hindu stock, but were tf/'Uraardt inh«biti>d by that race, fur
the presentcalled Arabian; in all three, the okleM religion was the AssyriHn, us it is called
by Selden, and the Samaritan letters appear to have been the sann at first with those of
Plioauice; but the Syrioc language, of which ample remains arepreiterTed, and the Punic,
of which a specimen is seen in Plautus, and on monumentt lately brought to light, wer"
indisputably of a Chaldaicjor Arabic origin. Thus all the different races mentionri in
this discourse, may be referred to an Indian or Arabian pedigree.

The ninth discourse. On the Origin and Families o f Ntttiom, opens with a short review
of the propositions to which we have been gradually led.

That the first race of Pertiant and Indian), to wliom may be addc<l the Uomam and
Greeks, the Got/is nrid the old Egifptiatu or Ethiopt, origiually s[>oke the snme jnnguntrr,
and professed the same populiir faith, i* capable of inconte*tnbl« proof: that the Jru't
and Arabs, the Anyriaut, or second Penian race, the people who spoke Syriac, and a
numerous tribe of Abyuiniau* used one primitive dialect, wholly distinct from the idiom
just mentioned, is undisputed and indisputable : but that the settlers in China HM Japan
had a common origin with tlie Hindus, is no more than highly prubable ; aud that all
the Tartars, as they are inaecurately”illed, were primarily of a third separate branch,

totally diffor.tig from the t~ others manners, and feature*, may be plnu*

sibly conjecturcd, but caiara, N1 form®F amnky prrapicuouslimj”v

and is.~refore for the n
I f the human race, *m ay be ° n natural speciest”*ney’

must all have proceeded from oae”|fiesS|~JC with respect to its populai
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guage | and whilst his compositions on this account have a pleasing

uniformity, his less learued readers are enabled to reap the fruits
of his laborious studies.

His
in the age of Mahomet, would exhibit the same uppearanccs as were then actuallj' ob-
served ujK)n it. At that period, five races of men, peculiarly distinguished for their multi*
tude and extent of dominion, were visible in Asia; but these have been reduced by en-
quiry to three, because no more can be discovered, that essentially differ in language,
religion, manners, nud known characteristics. These three races of men, (if the pre-
ceding conclusions be justly drawn) must have migrated originaUy from a central country,
and all the phenomena tend to shew that country to be Ir&n; it is there, only that the
traces of the-threc primitive languages are discovered in the earliest historical age, and its
position with respect to Arabia or Egypt, India, Tartary, or China, gives a weight to the
conclusion, which it would not have, if eitlier of tliose countries were assumed ns the
central region of population. Thus, it is proved that the inhabitants of Asia, and conse-
quently of the whole eaith, sprang from three branches of one stem: and that these
tranches have shot into their present state of luxuriance, in a period comparatively short,
is apparent from a fact universally acknowledged, tliat we find no certain monument, nor
even probable traditions of nations planted, empires and states raised, laws enacted, cities
built, navigation improved, commerce encouraged, arts invented, or letters contri®vcd,
above twelve, or at most fifteen or sixteen, centuries before Christ. -

ilence it seems to follow, that tlieonly family after the Flood established themselves in
\he Northern partof/ran; that as they mult'plied, they were divided into three distinct
branchfi, each retaining little at first, and losiug the whole by degrees, of their common
primary language, but agreeing severally on new expressions for new ideas; that the
branch o*Yajet was enlarged in many scatteved shooU over the North of Europe and
Asia, diffusing themselves as far os the Western and Eastern seas, and at length in the
fijfancy of navigation beyond them both ; that they cultivated no liberal arts, and had no
use of letters, but formed a*variety of dialects as their tribe* were variously ramified; that,
ucondtif, the children of Ham, who founded in Iran itself the first monarchy of Chaldeans,
invented letters, observed and named the luminaries of the firmament, calculated the
known”Jndian period 0 f432,000 years, or an hundred and twenty repetitions of the Saros;
that they were bi$perse4 at various intervals and “cvarious colonies over land and ocean;
i"bat the tribes of Mur, Ciuh, and Rama, (i~ff:i”e,'e9iaining,»nchanged in Sanscrit, and
NimUile some of them, having

AeJPhrygia, into J/fly and

~ the (1 by a nor-i'i«rly course into Scandi-
and anotheCf<by the head o through the passes of Imaus, into

Cathgar
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«

His legal publications have been noticed in these Mcmoi«: of
their merit 1 am not qualified to sfeak. | have been informed,
that liis Essay on the Law of Bailments was stamped with the appn>-

bation

Caskgar and EighCr, Khata, nnd Khoten, at for as the territoriMof Chin and Tancut,
where letters have been iinineifioriully usrd niid urts cnilivatcd, nor i« it unreasonabic to
believe, that some of them foimd their way from the Eastern isles into Mtxico .ind Peru,
where traces were discovered of mde literature and mythology, anidogous to those of
Eg~t and India ; that, thirdly, the old Chaldean empire being overthrown by CAvr-
MERs, other migraiions took place; especially into India, while the rest of Stiem'i pro-
geny, some of whom had before settled on the nrd »ens, peopled the whole Arabian
peninsula, pressing close on the nations of Syria and Phtrnice’; ihirt, lastly, from all the
three families many adventilrers were detached, who settled in distant isles or desert*,
and mountainous regions ; that, on the whole, some colonies might have migrated befhre
the death of Noah, but that states and empires could scarcely {tave assumed a regular
form till 1500 or 1Coo yeiu» before the Christian epoch ; and that for the first tliousand
years of that period, we have no history unmixed with fable, except thaf of the tmbuJent
and variable, but eminently distinguished nation, descended from Abnihmn.

The tenth discourse is appropriated to unftild the partieular advnntttgn to be derived
frotnTlie concurrent researches of the society in Asia ; aud amongst the foremost and most
important which lias been o.ttained, he justly uoifcet the confirmation of the MowiiC ac-

* N

counts of the primitive world.
Part of this discourse is quoted at length in the Memoirs; and to abstractU would add

too much to the length of this note ; Fshall only obeerve, that the discourse is w(frthy of
the most attentive perusal.

For a similar reaaon, and with the same recommendation, | shall barely advert to the
siibjcct of the eleventh and last discourse, delivered by Sir William Jpnes I>efore tiic so-
ciety, on the 20th of Febrnary, 1794, On the Philosophy <f the >\si(Uie*, quoting a part
of the conctwding paragraph The subject of thw discourse is inexhaustible; it hn*
« been my endeavour to say as much on it as possibte in tl>e fewett wowh; and at tilt
" beginning of next ytur, | hope to close these genera! disquisitions with topic* mea-
“ sureless in extent.” In this general and concise abstract of the subjecfH dtwniMed in
these discourses, | beg it may be nn«\stood, that | by no means pretend to have don*
justice either to the argnni~t.or.~Af.Jfil~of Sir William Jones; bat it may induc«

the reader to peruse die

the t«] k. *N'*Near ofour bftd 4
Nor is the reader to n contain all lh«M«r W iHiao. A"
wrote oti the sciences, - I “ dissertation on J ~

Chr'iuloi
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bation of Lord Mansfield, and that his writings shew, that he had
thoroughly studied the principles of law as a science. Indeed it
IS impossible to suppose, that Sir William Jones applied his talents
to any subject in vain.

Prom the study oflaw, which he cultivated with enthusiasm, he
was led to an admiration of the laws of his own country; in them
he had explored the principles of the liritish constitution, which lie
considered as the noblest and most perfect that ever was formed:
and in defence of it he would cheerfully have risked his property
and life. In his tenth discourse to the society, in 1793, little more
than a year before his death, we trace the.same sentiments on
this subject, which he adopted in youth.

“ The practical use of history, in affording particular examples
of civil and military wisdom, has been greatly exaggerated ; but
principles of action may certainly be collected from it; and even
the narrative of wars and revolutions may serve as a lesson to natlTShs,
and an admonition to sovereigns.® A desire, indeed, of knowing
4>ast events, while the future cannot be known, (and a view of the
present, gives often more pain than delight,) seems natural to the
human mind : and a happy propensity would it be, if every reader
of history would open his eyes to some very important corollaries,
which flow from the whole extent of it. He could not but remark
the constant effect of despotism in benumbing and debasing all
those faculties which distinguish men from the herd that grazes ; and
to th”t cause he would impute the decided inferiority of most Asia-

Chronology; another on the Antiquity of llie >n Zodiack, in which he engages to

support an opitiion (which Monluclji treats n Intlian divi-

H i e Zodiack was not borrowed i «nolher specifically on

->i -lalure of the Hindus; and ~ 3f the Hindus; besides
~ WnyRessays on cuiibusand interertion ! by @ noHter_, Lotor to his wojks.

tic
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tfc nations, ancient and modern, to those iu Europe, who are blest
with happier governments : he wwild see the Arabs rising to glory,
wliile they adhered to the free maxims of their bold ancestors, and
sinking to misery from the moment when those maxims were aUin-
doned. On the other hand, he would observe with regret, that
such republican governments as tend to promote virtue aj)d /ia])pi-
ness, cannot in their nature be permanent, but are generally suc-
ceeded by oligarclires, which no good man would wish to be du-
rable. He would then, like the king of Lydia, remeu»bcr Solon, the
Misest, bravest, and most accomplishetl of men, who asserts, in four
nervous lines, that, “ as hail an<l snow, which u)ar the labours of
“ husbandmen, proceed from elevated clouds, an<l, as the destruc-
“ tive thunderbolt follows the brilliant flash, thus is a free stuto
“ ruined by men exalted in power, and splendid in wealth, while
“ the |>eoplc, from gross ignorance, choose rather to become the slaves
*of one tvrant, thutthey may escape from the domination of many,,
“ than to preserve themselves from tyranny of any kind by their
“ umon and their virtues." Since, therefore, ut>unmixed tbrin of go-
vernment could both preserve pernmncnco and enjoy it; and sincc
changes even from the worst to the best, are always attendetl w'th,
much temporary mischief, he would fix on our British constitution
(I mean our public law, not tlie actual state of things hi any given
|:~riod’, as the best form ever established, thodigh we can only make
distant approaches to its theoretical perfection. In these Indian lerri-
tories, which Providcnce has thrown into the armsof Britain for their
protection and welfare, the religion, manners, and laws of the native#,
prccluifireven the idea of political freedom ; but ~heir historiin* may

possibly suggest hints for theiwrosperity, while ourcountry derives es-
sential benefit from t"e a placid and sabmissivo people,

who multiply witb'»' ravages of f~»e N

that?in one collect V'

the largest or ACUribhna-nagur), t 1 > e r e j
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lately been found, by an actual enumeration, a million and three
huudrod thousand native inhabitants ; whence it should seem, that
in all India, there cannot now be fewer than thirty millions of black
British subjects.”

This quotation will prove, that he was not tainted with the wild
theories of licentiousness, miscalled liberty, which have been propa-
gated with unusual industry since the Revolution in France ; and that
whilst he was exerting himself to compile a code of laws, which
should secure the rights and property of the natives of India (a la«
bour to which he in fact sacrificcd his life), he knew the aljsurdity
and impracticability of attempting to introduge amongst tliem that
political freedom, which is the birth-right of Britons, but the growth
of ages. Of the French Revolution, in its commencement, he enter-
tained a favourable opinion, and, in common with many wise and
good men, who had not as yet discovered the foul principle from
which it sprang, wished success to the struggles of that nation for
the establishment of a free constitution ; but he saw with uuspcdJc-
able disgust, the enormities wliich sprang out of the attempt, and
~betrayed the impurity of its origin. Things ill begun, strengthen
themselves with ill.  We may easily conceive, and it is unnecessary
to state, wliat the sentiments of Sir William Jones would have been,
if he had Jived to this time.

If the political opinions of Sir William Jones, at any period, have
been censured for extravagance; let it be remembered, that he
adopted none, but such as he firmly believed to arise out of the
principles of the constitution of England ; and as such he was ever
ready to avow and detcnd them. IT attachment to liberty was

certainly enthusiastic, and lie nny or oppre”on ;
'he language of detests » tlie offsprif® of
...ous feelings, was invigf cquaint(] | lpe with

H 5 the
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the republican writers of Greece and Rome, and with the works of
the most celebrated political writers of his own country; but the
whole tenour of his life, conversation, and writings, proves to my
conviction, that he would have abandoned any opinion, which could
be demonstrated irreconcileable to the spirit of.the constitution.

With these principles, he ever refused to enlist under the banners
of any party, which he denominated faction, and resisted the influ-
ence of private friendships and attachments, whenever they involved
a competition with his regard to the constitution of his country.
These sentiments may be traced in his correspondence and publica-
tions, and they are sometimes accompanied with expressions of
regret arising from the impossibility of reconciling his political prin-
ciples, to the bias of his inclinations towards individuals.

The latest political publication of Sir William Jones, is prior to
the year 1783. The temper of the nation, soured by a long and
unsuccessful war, was displayed during the three preceding years,
in the bitterest invectives and censures, both in and out of Parhia— -
ment; and those who thought that the principles of the constitutioik
had been invaded by the conductof the Minister, supportedby a
majority in the House of Commons, looked to a reformation inthe
representation of the country, as the only means of restoring the
balance of the constitution. The revolution which has since de-
formed the political state of Europe, was not their foreseen, and the
experience founded on the comequencet of the speculations which
led to it, or have emerged from it, was to be acquired. Injudging
of the political opinions of 'Vr William Jones, and of the freedom

with which they w'-'t publi to the world, we should revert to
the language and when they were deliven ’ J N
may' bo further n political theories, whic. "

held to incont ftyears been questionet™ " M
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that the doctrines of Locke on Governi»ent, which it would’once
have been heresy to deny, no longer command that implicit acqui-
escence, which they once almost universally received.

In the first charge which Sir William Jones delivered to the grand
jury at Calcutta, he told them that he aspired to no popularity, and
sought no praise but that which might b given to a strict and con-
scientious discharge of duty, without predilection, or prejudice of
any kind, and with a fixed resolution to pronounce on all occasions
what he conceived to be the law, than which no individual must
suppose himself wiser. Ilis conduct as a judge, was most strictly
conformable to his professions : on the bencli he was laborious, pa-
tibnt, and discriminating: his charges to the grand jjury, which do
«ot exceed six, exhibit a veneration for the laws of his country; a
just and spirited encomium on the trial by jury, as the greatest and
most invaluable right derived from them to the subject; a detestation
of crimes, combined with mercy towards the offender; occasional
elucidations of the law; and the stmngest feelings of humanity and
benevolence. By his knowledge of the Sanscrit and Arabic, he
cvas eminently qualified to promote the administration ofjustice
in the Supreme Court, by detecting misrepresentations oi* the Hindu
or Mohammedan laws, and by correcting impositions in the form of
administering oaths to the followers of Brahma and Mohammed.
If no other benefit had resulted from his study of these languages,
than the compilation of the digest, and the translation of Menu
and of two Mohammedan law-tracts, this application of his talents
to proniote objccts of the first importance to India and Europe”
would have entitled him to the acknow’ ~dgments of both countries.
Of his studies in general it nmsw « observed, that the end

h**" le always had in view, that knowledge
- accumulated by him, -e intellectual re-
-u on, or to gratify an idl ~idler pu] |'pose of

ostentatiously
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ostentatiously displaying iiis accjuisitions; to render lumself useful
to his country and mankind, and to promote the prosperity of both,
were the primary and permanent motives of his iudefutigable ex-
ertions in the pursuit of knowledge.

The inflexible integrity with which he discharged the solemn duty
of this station, will long be remembered in Calcutta, both by Euro-
peans and natives. So cautious was ho to guard the independence
of his character from any possibility of violation or imputation, that
no solicitation could prevail upon him, to use his personal intlucnce
with the members of administration in India, to advance the private
interests of friends whou) he esteenied, and which he would have
been happy to promote, fie knew the dignity, and felt the imporJ;-
tance, of his office: and, convinced that none could afford him more
ample scope for exerting his talents to the benefit of mankind, his
ambition never extended beyond it. No circumstance occasioned
his death to be more lamented by the public, than the loss of his
abilities as judge, of which they had had the experience of eleven

years.

When we consider the time required for the study of the law as a
profession, and that portion of it, which was devoted by Sir William
Joues to the discharge of his duties as judge and magistrate in India,
it must apjxiar astonishing, that he should have found leisure fbi the
accpiisition of Lis numerous attainments in science and literature,
and for completing the voluminous works which have been given to
the public. On this subject I shall, 1 trust, be excused for using,
as 1 may find convenient, own language in a discourse which 1
addressed to the Asiatic soc ty a few days after bis decease.

There were in which he had not a

consideitiale profi jnowledge was profound
N I
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theory of music was familiar to him, nor had he neglected to render
himself acquainted with the interesting discoveries lately made in
chemistry; and | have heard him assert, that his admiration of the
structure of the human frame, induced him to attend for a season,
to a coursc of anatomical lectures delivered by his friend, the cele-
brated Hunter. Of his skill in mathematics | am so far qualified to
speak, that he frequently perused and solved the problems in the
Principia.

His last and favourite pursuit was the study of botany. It consti-
tuted the principal amusement of his leisure hours. In the arrange-
ment of Linnajus, he discovered system, truth, and science, which
never failed to captivate and engage his attention; and from the proofs
which he has exhibited of his progress in botany, we may conclude, if
he had lived, that he would have extended the discoveries in that sci-
ence*. From two of the essays mentioned in the note, | shall tran-
scribe two short extracts which mark his judgment and delicacy of
sentiment. “ If botany could be described by metaphors drawn from
“ the science itself, we may justly pronounce a minute acquaintance
“ with plants, their classe$, orders, kinds, and species, to be itsflowers,

which can only produce/ru»V by an application of that knowledge
“ to the purposes of life, particularly to diet by which diseases may
“ be avoided, and to medicine by which they may be remedied.”
On the indelicacy of the Linnaean definitions, he observes, “ Hence
“ it is that no well-born and well-educated woman can be advised
“ to amuse hevself with botany, as it is now explained, though a more

* Besides occasional botanical information™ we h<«e in the wotks of Sir William Jones,
Tol. ii. p. ], alittle tract intitled, The Dcstgn a eatise an the Plantt of India, p. 39]
d Cate 'myte of 420 Indian Plants, comprel' * ® crit and as many of the
generic names, as could with ai scertained ; and, p. 47,
ObtervatioM on seventy sele> ast was a posthumous
A

| “ elegant
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“ elegant and delightful *tudy, or one more likely to assist and em-
“ hellish other female accomplishments, could not possibly be
“ recommended.” %

It cannot be deemed useless or supcrtiuoi”™s, to enquire by what
arts or method he was enabled to attain this extraordinary degree
of knowledge. The faculties of his mind, by nature vigorous, were
improved by constant exercise; and his memory, by habitual practice,
had acquired a capacity of retaining whatever had once been im-
printed upon it. In his early years, he seems to have entered upon
his career of study with this maxim strongly impressed n])on his
mind, that whatever had been attained, was attainable by him,
and it has been remarked, that he never neglected nov overlooked
any opportunity of improving his intellectual faculties, or of ac-
quiring esteemed accomplishments.

To an unextinguished ardour for universal information, hejoined
a perseverance in the pursuit of it, which «ubdued all obstacles.
His studies in India began with the dawn, and during the intennis-
sions of professional duties, were continued throughout the claj;:
reflection and meditation strengthened and confirmed what indus-
try and investigation had accumulated. It was also a fixed prin-
ciple with him, from which he never voluntarily deviated, not to be
deterred by any difficulties that were surmountable from prosecu-
ting to a successful termination, what he had once deliberately

undertaken.

But what appears to n¥* «<nore particularly to have enabled him
to employ his taler’s so mu  ¢'his own and the public adv”~tagc,
was the regular 0’ -f to particular occupati( y
a scrupulous a ribution which he hau N
hence his st without interruption or
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sion*. Nor can I omit remarkin'r the candour and complacency,
V ith which he gave his attention to all persons cif whatever quality,
'talents, or education ; he justly concluded, that curious or important
information might be gained even from the illiterate, and, wherever
it was to be obtained,, he sought and seized it.

«
- It was a favourite opinion of Sir William Jones>" that all men are born with an equal

capacity for improvement. The assertion (which I do not admit) will remind the reader of
the modest declaralioiJ of Sir Isaac Newton, that if he had done the world any service, it
was due to nothing but industry and patient thought. The following lines were srnt to
Sir William by a friend, Thomas Law, Esg. in consequence of a conversation in which he
hud maintained the opinion which | have imputed to him ; his answer, which was unpre-
meditated, is a coafirination of it.

Sir William, you attempt, in vain,.
By depth of reason to maintain.
That all men’s talents are the same,.
And they, not Nature, are to blame.
W'hate’cr you say, whate’er you write.
Proves your opponents in the right. n
Lest genius should be ill-defin'd,

> 1 term it your %uperior mind,

j Hence to your friends 'ti» plainly shewn.

You’'re ignorant of yourself alone.

Sir w ittiam Jones’'s Answer:

Ah! but too well, dear friend, 1 know
My fancy weak, my reason slow.

My memory by art improv'd.

My mind by baseless trifles mov'd.

Give me (thus high my pride | raise)
The ploughman’s or the gardener's praise.
With patient and unceasing oil>

To meliorate a stubborn "o

And say, (no higher

With zeal hast th-

Praise, of which ,
They best confe.

The
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The literary designs which he still meditated*, seem to have been
as ample as those which he executed ; and if it had pleased Provi-
dence to extend the years of his existence, he would in a great mea-
sure have exhausted whatever was curious, important, and attainable,
in the arts, sciences, and histories oflmlia, Arabia, Persia, China, and
Tartary. His collections on these subjects were extensive, and his
ardour and industry we know were unlimited. It is to be hoped
that the progressive labour of the society will in part supply, what
'nhe had so extensively planncdt-

of

« See Memoirs, p. 229.

t Tlie following pa[>er written by Sir WiHiftm Jones, wa* found among<tt his papers
after bi» death, and may be considered as exhibiting his OrieiU&t literary projects: *

DESIDERATA.

INDIA.
1.
The Ancient Geography of India, &c. from the Pnriinas.
2.
A BounicaUDesciiplion of Indian Plants from the Coshks, &C;
S.
A Grammar of the Sanscrit Language from P™nini, &c. ,
4.
A Dictionary of the Sanscrit Language from tlurty-two original Vocabularies and
Ninicti.
5.
On the Antient Music of the Indians.
0.
On the Medical Substahces of India, and the Indian Art of Medicine.
7.

Oa the Philosophy of the Ancient Indjaos.

A Translation of th*™* Vida.
On Ancient Indiar Y%ad Algebra™

A Trantlttion of t
11. 7

A*

«
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Of his private and social virtues it still remains to speak ; and I
could with pleasure expatiate on the independence of his integrity,

11.
Translation of the Mahabharat and
12
On the Indian Theatre, &c. &c.
13
On the Indian Constellatioiu, with their Mythology, from the Pur&nas.
14.

The History of India before the Mohammedan Conquett. From the Sanicrit
Cashmir Histories.

ARABIA.
15.
The Hiitory of Arabia before Mohammed.
10.
A Translation of the Ham’uia.
17.
A Translation of Hariri.
18.
A Translation of the F&cahat&l Khulaft. Of the Cfefiah.
PERSIA.
' L.

The History of Persia, from Authorities in Sanscrit, Arabic, Greek, Turkish, Persian,
Ancient and Modern.
' Q.
The Five Poems of Niz&mi, translated in Prose.
A Dictienary of pure Persian—Jehangiri.

CHINA.

SI.
Translation of the Shi-cing.

2.
The Text of Con-fu-tsD, verbally translated.

TART

"story of the Tartar Nations, t Othmans, from the
Turkish and Persian.

his



SIR '"WILLIAM JONES. 309

his hCimanity and probity, as well as his benevolence, which every
living creature participated.

Could the figure, (I quote with pleasure his own words,) instincts,
and qualities of birds, beasts, insects, reptiles, and fish, be ascertained,
either on the plan of Bufton, or on that of Linnceus, without giving
pain to the objects of otir examination, few studies would afford us
more solid instruction, or more exquisite delight; but 1 never could
learn by what right, nor conceive with what feelmgs, a naturalist
can occasion the misery of an innocent bird, and leave its young,
perhaps, to perish in a cold nest, because it has gay plumage, and
has never been accurately delineated, or deprive even a butterfly of
its natural enjoyments, I>ecause it has the misfortune to be rare gr
beautiful: nor shall 1 ever forget the couplet of Ferdausi, for which
Sadi, who cites it with applause, pours blessings on his departed spirit:

Ah! spare yon emmet, ricli in hoanlL-d grain ;

He live« with pleasure, und he dies witii pain.
This may be only a confession of weakness, and it certainly is not
meant as a boast of peculiar sensibility ; but whatever name may
be given to my opinion, it has such an efTect on my conduct, that
I never would suffer the cuci/a,"” whose wild native wood-notes an-
nounce the approach of spring, to be caught in my garden, for the
sake of comparing it with Buftbn’s description ; though 1 have often
examined the domestic and engaging Maijava™ which “ bids us
“ good morrow” at our windows, and expects, as its reward, littlt;
more than security: even when a fine young munis or pangolin was
brought to me, against my wish, from the mountains, | solicited his
restoration to his beloved rocks, because | found it impossible to
preserve him in comfort at a rstance from them.

I have notice d assiduous performance
filial and fraternal < "Wirtues of Mr. Jones, (I’
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the testimony and words of professor Bjornslial, who visited Oxford
whilst Sir William Jones resided there, obliginj*ly conunnnicated to
me by Dr. Ford of Mag. Hall,) “ | ought to add tiiat of filial duty,
“ which he displays at all times in tlie most exemplary Iftianner. 1
“ am not singular in the observation here made. Every one ac-
quaiated with Mr. Jones, makes it likewise. 1 feel a pleasure in
dwelling upon a character that does such* high honour to human
nature.” The unceasing regret of Lady Jones is a proof of his
claim upon her conjugal affections ; and 1 could dwell with rapture
on the aft'ability of his conversation and manners, on his modest,
unassuming deportment, nor can | refrain from remarking, that he
was totally free from pedantry, as well as fronj that arrogance and
seif-sufficiency, which sometimes accompany and disgrace the great-
est abilities ; his presence was the delight of every society, which his
conversation exhilarated and improved.

113

His intercourse with the Indiari natives of character and abilities
was extensive : he liberally rewarded those by whom he was served
and assisted, and his dependents were treated- by hini as friends.
JJnder this denomination, he has frequently mentioned in his works
the name of Bahman, a native of Yezd, and follower of the doc-
trines of Zoroaster, whom he retained in his pay, and whose death
he often adverted to with regret. Nor can | resist the impulse
which 1 feel to repeat an anecdote of what occurred after his de-
mise ; the pundits who were in the habit of attending him, when I
saw them at a puhWec durbar, a few days after that melancholy event,
could neither restram their tears for his loss, nor find terms to express
their admiration at the wonderful p'-ogress which he had made,
in the sciences which they professed*,

If
* Hie following is ft tranBlalion of i ir William Jones, by a

e puudit® wliom he employed pilation of Uiudu law,

3 From
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If this character of Sir William Jones be not exaggerdted by the
partiality of friendship, we shall all apply to him his own words,
“ it is happ” for us that this man was born.” | have borrowed the
application of them from Dr. Parr: and who more competent can
be found, to estimate the merit of the great scholar, whom he deems
worthy of this eulogium ?

In the pleasing office of delineating his virtues, my regret for his
loss has been suspended, but will never be obliterated ; and whilst
I cherish with pride the recollection that he honoured me with his
esteem, | cannot cease to feel and lament that the voice, to which
1 listened with rapture and improvement, is heard no more.

From my own cumtnunicaticHit with th« writer of the note, | can venture to ainert, that
hi» expressioni of reipect for Sir Williwn Junes, ultbough iu tUe Ohevtal stjrle, were most
sincere.

Trivedi Servoru Sarman, who depends on you alone for support, presents his huiubic
duty, with a hundred benedictions.

VEBSES.

1. To you there are many like me; yet to me there it none Hke yon, but yonrself; t“ere
are numerous groves of night flowers; yet the night flower sees nothing like the#
moon, but the moon.

2. A hundred chiefs rule the world, but thon art an ocean, and they are mere welis;
many luminaries are awake in the sky, but which of them can Ik; compared to the
Sun?

Many words are needless to inform those who know all things. The law tract of jiftrt,
will be delivered by the hand of the foutman, dispatched by your Excellence.—Prosperity
attend you!

1 add a uanslatioa of two couplets in elegant Arabic, addreiaed by Maulavi Casim to
Sir WVilliam Jones. Ilie writer was employed by him in compiling the Mohommedaa
law. n

Mayest thou remain wi*h us perpe' ’''»~for thy presence if an ornament and a
to the age!

May no unpleasant "i and mayeit thou hare no share io
vicissitudes of fortuae ! ,. m*

A -
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As far as happiness may be considered dependent upon the attain-
ment of our wishes, he possessed it. At thoj period of his death*
by a prudent attention to economy, wliich never encroached upon
his liberahty, he had acquired a competency, and was in a situation
to enjoy dignity witji independence. For this acquisition he was
indebted to the exertion of his talents and abilities, of energies well
directed, and usefully applied to the benefit'of his country and man-
kind. He had obtained a reputation which might gratify the highest
ambition : and as far as human happiness is also connected withex-
pectation, he had in prospect a variety of employments, the execu-
tion of which depended only on the continuance of his health and
intellectual powers. | shall not here enlarge upon the common to-
pic of the vanity of human wishes, prospects, and enjoyments, which
my subject naturally suggests; but if my reader should not parti-
cipate tliat admiration which the memory of Sir William Jones ex-
cites in my mind, | must submit to the mortification of having de-
preciated a character, which | had fondly hoped would be effectually
emblazoned by its own excellence, if |1 did but simpl} recitc the
talents and virtues which'conspired to dignify and adotn it.

POST-
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"Fostscmift.

TTh E following Epitaph, evidently intended for himself, wa»
written by Sir William Jones, a short time only before his demise.
It displays some striking features of his character ; resignation to
the will of his Creator, love and good-will to mankind, and i»
modestly silent upon his intellectual attainments.

AN EPITAPH,

Here was deposited,
the mortal part of a man,
mho feared GOD, but not death;
and maintnined independence,
but sought not riche* ;
who thought
none below him, but the base and unjust,
none above him, but the wiw and virtuovs;
who loved
his parents, kindred, friends, country,
with an ardour
which was the chief source of
all his pleasures and all his pains;
and who, having devoted
bis life to their service,
and to
tlie improvement of his mind,
resigned itcalmly,
giving glory to his Creator,
wishing peace on earth,
and with
B'ood-win.to all creatures,
« iijxnly-iewiith'] day of [Jprit] -
Near*of'our bles~d Redeemer,
One S'>>jiNiuadfed [and Nituty-four"]
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The Court of Directors of the East-India Company embraced an
early opportunity of testifying their respect for the merit of Sir
William Jones. By an unanimous vote of the Court, it was resolved,
that a monument to his memory should be ordered, for the purpose
of being ercctcd in St, Paul’'s Cathedral, with a suitable inscription,
and that a statue of Sir William Jones should be prepared at the
expence of the Company, and sent to Bengal with directions for its
being placed in a proper situation there.

The posthumous honours paid to his memory by a socicty of
gentlemen in Bengal, who had received their education at Oxford,
were no less liberal than apjlropriate. They subscribed a sum to be
given as a prize for the best dissertation on his character and merits,
by any of the students at that University ; and the proposal, with
the sanction of the heads of the University, having been carried
into execution, the premium was adjudged to Mr. Henry Philpotts,
A. M., Fellow of Magdalen College.

cTfie expectations of my readers would be disappointed, if | were
'not to mention the solicitude of Lady Jones, and the means adopted
by her, for perpetuating the fame of a husband, with whom she
had lived in the closest union of esteem and affection. AVithout
dwelling upon the elegant monument erected to his memory at her
expense, in the anti-chamber of University College Oxford, her re-
gard for his reputation was more effectually evinced, by the publica-
tion of his works in an elegant edition of six quarto volumes, in strict
conformity to his opinion, that “ The best monument that can be
“ erected to a man of literary talents, is a good edition of his

A

On the 27th of January 1795, Sir Willia s was unanimously
y J a corresponding member of Society of Massa-
n chusetts.
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chusetts. The society had soon the mortification to learn, that, nine
months before the date of their vote, the object of their intended
distinction was no more. The following letter, notifying the reso-
lution of the society, was addressed, by tlie president of it, to Sir
William Jones: : '

Sir, * ’ Boston, Feb. 7, 1795.

As president, and by the direction of the Massachu-

setts Historical Society, 1 have tlie honour to inclose you a vote of
that corporation, by which yon are elected a member of it.

You have also by this conveyance a few publications, and a copy
of our charter: by the latter you will see, as well the legal date,
as the design of our iustitution. We {wssess a large hall in the
centre of Boston, where we deposit those books, publications, and
other matters, which may have a tendency to fix and illustrate the
political, civil, and natural history of this continent: and wc have
beea very successful in our attempts to collect ms”erials for that
purpose.

Your character, and tlie attention which the world allows you to
have paid to learning of this kind, have induced us to pursue such
measures as we hope will obtain your good wishes, and friendly
regard : and we shall have great pleasure in forwarding to you, from
time to time, such otiier books and publications, as we may suj)pose
to be acceptable to you.

Any observations from you, or any member of the society in which
you preside, illustrating those facts which compose the natural
history of America, or of any other part of the world, wi'?
ceived as valuabi" *»iark8 of your attention. C
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As the correspondence of literary and philosophical societies, esta-
blished in different nations, is an intercourse of true philanthropy”
and has a manifest pendency to increase, that friendship, and to
support that harmony in the great family of mankind, on whieh the
happiness of the world so much depends, it can never solicit your
aid without success.

I have the honour to be,
With sentiments of the highest respect,
Your most obedient, humble servant,

J. SULLI vaAv.

It is ccrtainly to be greatly regretted, that Sir William Jones
did not live to translate the digest of Hijidu law, in the compilation
of which he had bestowed so much time and attention. It is however
satisfactory to know, that his benevolent intentions in this laborious
work have not been disappointed, and that Mr. H. T. Colebrooke, in
the civil service of the East-India Company at Bengal, from motives
of public spirit, and a laudable hope of distinction, lias compl'eted
a translation of it, with an ability which does him the highest credit,
yhis voluminous work was undertaken and executed by Mr. Cole-
brooke, under the pressure of unintermitted official occupations,
and is a proof of literary industry rarely exceeded.

For the gratification of the reader’s curiosity, | insert the sliorf

but characteristic translation of the Preface of the Hindu Compilers
of the Digest.

PREFACE BY THE COMPILERS.
Having saluted the Ruler of Gods, the Lord of Beings, and
ig of Dangers, Lord of Divine Classes, the Daughter of
ih  King of Mountains, the venerable Sage? and the reverend
A of Books, I, Jaganat'ha, So™ ¢ Ira, by command

t/ of
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of the Protectors c¢( the Land, compile this book, intitled, The
Sta of controversial Waves, perspicuous, diftusive, with its islands'
algd gems, pleasing to t orinces and the learned.
Ly f
What y mwy intellect, a crf"zy boat, compared with the sacred
code, that: perilous ocean? The faxi|r of the Suprenie Ruler i«
ir sole refuge, in traversing that occ™au with this crazy vessel.

The learned Radhacanta Gonespresada, of firm and sjxitlesB
mind, Ramam6hana Ramanidhee Ganasyama, and Gun”dhara,
a league of assiduous pupils, must etl'ect the conl”™letion”™f this
work, which shall gratify the minds of princes :—of thistl have*Hin>
<Juewtipned certainty.

En"/~wking on ships, often do men undaunted trerse the psri’™-
ous deeplaided by long cables, and impelled by propitious gales.

~  Having viewed the title of loans, and thcyrcki mromulged by
Wise legislators, iu codes of laws, and as expounde”y formeu in-

telligent authors; - :

i And having me(™ 'ated their obscurc”™as”™ages with th|] lessons of
venerable teachers, the whole is now ddiwdred by

APPLT>
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APPENDIX.

No. I.
JONESIUS REVICZKIO, S.

QU AM jiicunda mibi fuit ilia semihora, qu& tecum
de poetis Persicis, nieis tuisque dcliciis, sum collocutus: initium ciiim
ainicitiee ct dulcissimse inter nos consuetudinis arbitrabar fuisse.
Quain spem utriusque nostri importuna negotia f«f»”~runt.’ Ruri
enitn diutiiis qu™m vellem commorari, variee me l.ogunt occupa-
tiones. Tu Germahiam, utaudivi, qusim citissimfe proficisci meditarb.
Doleo itaque amicitiam nostram in ipso Acre quasi decidere. lllud
tamen tanquam lenimen doloris mei restat, nemp” ut, si pracsens te
pncscntem alloqui non possim, liceat certiJ quidem per literas col-
loqui, et ciim sernionis communicatione, ti\m coujunctione stu-
dioruni, perfrui. At.film de amicitiA nostrd loguar, ne, quaeso,
videar hoc tam gravi nomine abuli. Pemiagno enim vinculo con-
jungi solent ii qui iisdei™ utuntur studiis, qui literas humaniores
colunt, qui in iisdem curis et cogitationibus evigilant. Studia
eadera sequimur, cadein coiimus et consectamur. Hoc tameiyiofr/i
nos interest. Nempb tu in literis Asiaticis es qukm doctisi‘il'™"
ego ver6 ut in iis doctus sim, nitor, contendo, elaboro. In har\J
literaruni amore no-“su”™vnr ut me viucas, ita enim incredibi:J

| ;6
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illis delecj;”, nihil ut supr™ possit: equidem poesi Grsecorum jam
irigh delectabar, wut niliil niihi Pindari carminibus
elatius™-~ihil*nacreonte dulcius, nihil Sapphds, Archilochi, AlcaMi,
ac Simonjdis aureis illis relliquiis politius aut nitidius ess» vidi-

retur. A6-~um poesjn Arabicam et Persicam degustarem, illicé
exarcscer« - - - * -
I
No. II.

REVICZKI & Mons. JONES.
Monsieiir,

Je suis trfes sensible k votrc souvenir et aux compli-
ments i'6itérés, dans vos lettres k Madame de Vaucluse; je puis dire
guo j'en suis un peu fier, me gloiifiant, de ce gu’une cntrevue d’un
guart d’licure m'a pa procarer Thonneur de votre amiti®. Je
tAcherois bicn de la cultiver, si nion plan me permettoit de faire un
plus long s6jour dans ce pays-ci, ou du moins, Sije pouvois vous
rencontrer ~xt'ord, ou je pcnse de me rendre avant que je quitte
I'Angleterre. J'apprens avec plaisir, que vous avez et*6 charge de
donner au public, un Essai sur la Prosodie des Orienteaux ; comnic
je suis persuade que vous vous acquitterez dignement de cettc com-
mission, et qu’'un bon succbs couronnera votre entrepise, je suis
.charm6 d’avance, de I'humiUation que vous ferez essuyer  tous
nos Poetcs Europ6ens, qui ne pourront pas s'emp6cher d’avoir
honte de la pauvret™ de leurs langucs prosaiques, lorsqu’ils s'apper-
ceveront, que les langues Orientales, independamment de la rime,
gue est de Ilcur invention, out de veritabies quantités de syllabes
aussi bicn que les Grecs, avec une varielfc de pieds plus abondantes
*nr<ore, et par consequent un vrai art mctrique et prosodique. Je
N -j la liberte de vous euvoyer le'cahier d’'une de mes derni6res
N iduciions de Mafz, dont je m'amuse (juelquefois quand j’'ai <iu
k r. Vous «iui connoisse/ le genic de P < <ge Persanne, trou-

C A 7
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verez sans doute mon entreprise ténicraire, aussi ne clicrclie-je point
k faire sentir la bcaute de [l'original dans riia version, inais unique-
inent Ics pens6es simples et sans ornement, j'y joins aussi uno pa-
raphrase cn vers, mais tr"s libre. En quoi je niesuis Ic plus 6loigne
du texte, c’est en substitnant quelgquefobis au jiiignon une maitresse,
soil pour donner une liaison aux vers, qui par la nature iiime du
Ghazel, n’en ont point; soit pour me conformer en cclaau gout de
118 pays; dautarit plus que dans le premier vers, le Persan lui
niéme parle de sa maitresse. Vous trouverez aussi k colA du texte
Persan, des evi>ressions analogues des poetes Grecs et Latins,
suivant quo je m'en souviens loraqgiie je lis llafyz. .rc8p™*ro d’avoir
rilonneur de vous voir'ici avant mon depart, vous assurant quo je
com[)te parmi les plus grands avantages que j’'ai eu cn Angletefre,
rhonne'ur de votre connoissance.
Je suis votre tr6s humble Serviteur,
REVICZKI,

No. III.
REVICZKI a Mons. JONES.
Monsl EVR, Lo»drt$, U Uime dc Fevritr, 1768.
1jCjour m6éme que j'ai exp6di6 la mieniie, j'ai refu votre

savantc etobligeantelettre, quej’ai Idavec un plaisir infini, quoiquo
j'aurois souhait”™ qu’elle fftt un peu moins flateuse aur mon compte, et
moins modeste sur le vdtre. Toutefois je ne prends pas vos expressions
i lalettre, et uialgré tout ce quo vous puissiez dire, je vois clairement
par votre go6t et jugementjSur les passages cités dans votre lettre, quo
vousavez fait un grand chemin dans la littérature Orientale. Je vous
prie cependant, quclque grace pour le Grec et le Latin/®\*Y
guoique jene puisse pas nier qu’il y a quelquc genre de po™
les Orifenteaux et particuli“rement les Persans ont atteint un dt®
de plarfpction et de su”rwrite, je ne me ferois point de scruj
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cle rcnoncer plut6t a la connoissance de ces trois langues qii’'™ la
seule langXie Grecque. Je suis bien ais™ que votre ouvrage soit
dcj™i si avanc6, et que je puisse espé6rer de la voir bient6t rendu
public. Je scrois fort erabarass6é de vous donner quelque avis du
sujet de votre livre, i1 cause que je suis aetuellement depourvu de
tout livre qui traife directement de cette matiiire, et que d'ailleurs,
c’est une iner A boire, que l'abondance et la vari6té du metie
Oriental, et qu’il est impossible d’cn savoir par coeur toutes les
parties. Je serois curieux de savoir," sous cjuel chapitre vous avcz
rang”™ Le Kaside, genre de po6sie tr*s en vogue parmi les Arabes,
et cultivé avec grand succ”s, que r~pond j)lus qu'aucun autre a
lelogie Latine, mais qui par sa construfttion tient au Ghazei, avec
cette diff("rence, que le Ghazei, suivant les regies, ne devroit jamais
passer 13 distiques ou beits ; ct que le Kaside n’est born6 ”~ aucun
nombre ; 2do. que les beits du Ghazei doivent par leur nature com-
prendre en eux-iiibmes, et teruiiner lout le sens, pendant que
ceux du Kaside ont du rapport entre eux, en continuant le m™me
sujet. Un exemple admirable de ce dernier est celui sur la inort
de Mahomet, chilfebre dans tout i'Orient, et connu par cceur a tous
Ibs' gens de lettres, dans une all6gorie continuelle, mais admirable et
trs path6tique, dont le commencement est tel, sije m’en souviens :

/>m ir'

Four ce qui regarde vos doutes sur la pr™endue all”™*gorie de Hafyz,
il y auroit beaucoup a dire, car il semble que le respect et la
vA“ ™Mation que les Mahori56tans portent  la mémoire de ce grand
A ¢ est, la veritable cause dc leur niyst6rieuse interpretation,
vr Mant par 1" justifier la conduite du poete en nous le donnant
pdur un hoinme irr*prochable aussi j~n dans ses nioeurs que

dans
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dans ses vers. La plus grande partic de ses comincutatcurs, commo
Shemy, Surury, et les autres, s'6vertuent d’expliquer dans un sens
njiystique les vers qui roulent sur le vin, les garpuns, les pluisirs, et le
ni™pris de la religion, comme indigne d’un bon Musulinan ; inais
le plus habile dc ces intcrpriites, le savant Sudi, n'a pas voulu suivre
cette raetbode, disant, que quelque raison quc puisscnt avoir les
autres commentateurs, 'sans conibattre leur bonnes intentions, il se
contentera d’expliquer le texte litt™raleine.nt. 11 ne sera pas peut-
etre mal-~-propos, de marquer ici une anecdote, ([ue j'ai G
quelque part touchant Hafyz; ce grand homiue 6tant mort, quelques-
uns des Ulemas, ont fait difficultc de lui accorder la sepulture, ;i
cause du libertinage de ses poesies, luais cn tin apr”*s bien de con-
testations, il en sontvenu au Tefal™ c’est-"-dire k la pniti(}i\e, d'ouvdr
son Divan au hazard, moyenant une aiguille; le prenuer vers qui
soffrit k leur v(ie fut le suivant :

f

4

Ce passage ayant ete pris pour une decision du cicl, les Uleiuus
furent bientdt d’accord, et on le fit enterrcr dans I'endroit ménie,
du Musella, devenu celebre par ses vers. Sije ne me tioinpe pas,
cette circonstance se trouve dans Katib celcbi. Quaut n»oi, lout
autant que je suis porté k croire que lldfyz tu parlant de vin ct
de lamour n'entend point finesse' en cela, de rapine je dois avouer
que je ne trouv”point des obscenites en lui, ni des expressions sales
et grossi®res, comme cela' arrive assez souvent k Sadi. Je ne puis
m”~empiicher non plus de le regarder comn]C un es{>rit fijrt, et jc
pouorjDis citer cent exemples/ pour montrer qu’il se moqvxj™Nit
prophcte et de I'Alcoran comme quand il dit:
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>V i-y 1l > T

Pour les poetes Tiircs,* j'avoue queje ne les lis pas avec le m6inc
pluisir, quoique je convienne qu’'i! yen a quelgnes-uns qui ont clu
lunrite; le plus agr6-able, k mon av's, cst'lluhi Bagdady dentil
y a des satyres adinirables. Je ne sais pas sl est do votre con-
noissance. Mais la plupart des Turcs ne sont que des copistes ou
traducteurs des Persans, et souvent destitu6sde goiit et d’harmonie.*

Je ne puis pas diviner la raison qu”ous fait trouver, Monsieur,
uu sens impudique dans ce beau vers de Mesihi:

dent le simple sens est: “ Mon dieu, ne m'envpyezpas' au tombeau
cans que j'aye auparavant embrass”™ raon ami,” K moins que vous ne
fassiez consister l'obsc™nit”™ dans 'amiti”™ d’un garfon, qui est r“ternel
sujet de toutes les poesies Orientales aussi bien que Grecques et
guelquefois Latines. Je vous envoye la plus fraiche de mes tra-
ductions, en vous priant de me la renvoyer quand vous en serez

las, ea je n'en ai point de copies. Je suis, avec la plus parfaite
estime et vbn6ration, N

f
Votrcs tr’s humble serviteur,

y C ' REVIOZKI.

- - V
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No. IV.

REVICZKIUS JONESIO, S.
Lwdini, Martii die 7, 17G3.

Dicamne me literis tuis delcctaium, an cruditum ?
Prorsus animi pendeo, tu in literis oinne punctuni tulisse videris,
hoc uuuni rcpreiiendendum existimo, quéd concisione peccciit, ctsi
tu prolixitatis notam iocurrene verearis. Qu6d missum ad te
duaruui udarum versioiiem intcroperanti Jaude efteras, qu6édvc
nieas esse aliquid putaris nugas, id pur™ puta huraanitatis ac co-
mitatis tu% iadiciuin ~sc sugpicor ; quéd autein iu spliainiata nioa
beuignus aniinadverteris, serl6 habeo gratiam, uti vicc vcrsi, quad
tani parcus fucris in castigand”™ errorum meorum sylvil, iiululgcnliai
tua; adscribo. Itaque etsi suniinoperb cavenduin inilii sit, iic,
dum culparn removere studco, gratiam, quani profiteer, ininiiniierc
videar; non possum tamen apud aniuiuin nieuni iinpctrare, ut
omni" pcnitus apologiie supersedeanj. Quare non inc;ongruuin
puto nianere; uie nullo, sive ostentationis, sivc gloriiu studio, ad’
versus scribendos aniri)urn appulissc, quc» jam ohm iu 5chol«*li-,
mine valere jussos, non ante hos tres menics. otio me ad id pelh-
ciente, resumsi; i\o» aha™ -nie vationc, (luilm quéd,
Latinb redditis 50 circiter odis mcrcuriahs nostri Hafyi;

——— ciyufi amor”~Uiiltkto mihi creicit in har«f,
(Muantiini vere noTO viridis te lubjicit alaait:

In ipso progressu operb tain imoiaiium observavi metaphrasis meic
prototype diflformitatem, ut me laboris fastidlum ccperit. Nam
etsi practer illam inficctam, sed religiosam vei'sioneui, (Juam singulis
distichis sjbscriptam vides, aliam liberiorem ct tersiorcm, LatinA
aequ”c Gallic™ lingu”™ prae matiibus habeam ; tamen non est

discrepans N\ textu, qu”™m I ™M Hoc ei”

Hittoria aurifabh”™-afcMorearum textoru. Hafiz.
Ace*
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Accedit, quod saepissimfe ad exprimendum unius inonosyllabi
sensum, sesqiiipedali paraphrasi sit utendum. Proinde non abs
re futurum judicavi, ligatA uonnunquain oratione textum Persioum
acmulari; cujus lameu qualicunguc successui illud semper obstabit,
guod in Ghazela, rwlla sit versuum cohajsio et uKKrikKowdix, cujus

defectum Latiim pocsis null® rationc admittit. Sed de his
alTatJin.

Librum tie poesi Hebrasorum giiem commendas, episcopi
Oxoniensis, qucmve tibi pro exemplari proposuisti, legi jam alibis, et
guidem magnA cum voluptate, quart™His in epraesentiarum parun»
ek illo memoriae meae inhaereat; hoc unum recordor, quéd dictione
sequ ac methodo sit prajditus admirabili. Flores Graeci et
Orientales epistolie tuse interspersi, oppid5 me delectaverunt, et
observo tuuni in eorum delcctu judicium. Propositum autem
Oricntcm visendi, laudo quideni, sed praevife suadeo ut lingua;
.seu l'urcica; sen- vulgaris Arabicie usum tibi familiarem reddas,
si “profectum ct voluptalem cx ilinere illo consequi est animus,

*g\iandoquidem non aliA ratione Mahometanos aftari con-
ccditur.

Quod dc servili Turcarum imitatione dtxi, noii de omni imita-
lione dictum volo. Scio enim multos imiUmdo archetypum su-
J)eiisse, uti hoc, Ceorgica Virgilii, et Hesiodi fpya nmj*]
tcstantur.  Nee ipse Hafyz negaverit nonnulla™e ab aliis mu-
luatum, utpote quern non puduerit subinde integros versus
iranscribere: sicut ille est in ipso frontis opere ; quern, mutato
tantum hemistichiorum ordine, Tezido filio surripuit, apud quew ita

yj 1) #

,nihil dicam de ititegrS fer™, ghazela alio in loco, See. Ac. Gf-
V fendor
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fendbr enimvero insulsa illi et pene continua poetarum Turcarum
linitatione, de quibus non inepte quis dictum putet,

O imitatores, servum pecu* !
ut Horatius noster, &c.

Quffiris quid sentiam de aliis Persaruni poiitis? numve solum
llafyz ore rotundo loqui ccnseam ? Absit! quis enim potest priinam
Sadii paginam inspicere, quin sc in cxstasim rapi seiitiat? Irnmo
scire te volo, milii primum stimulum additum fuissc ad Oncntales
literas perdiscendas ljac Sadii stroplia, quam fortuiio didascalus
ineus Constantinopoli rccitavit et interpretatus est:

iJ M wo o=/ A /-1 (/f
ifjh Ay fi/" (" )

Sed quis non indignetur Icpidissiniuni scriptorcm, k tam illepido
niettipbraste, quam fuit nica scutentia (icnlius, Latinitate donhtum.
Non diflheor tanien magis me muiceri jectione llafyzi, eo qii6éd
in illo verba sentehtiosa hiiaritate mixta deprehenclam. Quod
Jiamium attinet; etsi illius ojktc destituar, menior tamen eorum
guaj Constantinopoli degens aliquando legi, non vereor dicere
poetarum totius Persia; esse felicissimum. Et quidem judicio Sudij,
llafyz in compluribus divani sui Kajiis sive (juem
vulgus rdijythmum vocat, est incomparabilis, uti in literis: » AT

&c.; in aliis ri>rsum literis est remissior; in nonnullis denique
plane languet, qunndo Jlanin per onines alphabeti literas eadem

felicitate decurrit. Ghazelam ‘crti Latino

carmine ob versuum incoliajreutiam; sed si prosaicam versionem r
notalFdesideras, lubens obsequar. Jnterea rnitto hunc novissimu”
non partum adhuc, sed embrioneui. \'alc. Loudini, die 7 Marti®

n S H P S
.
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P. S. Versus tuos Arabicos niiror mehercle, non tahtum
probo; scd in hoc non ausiin tc ajmulari.

No. V.

r

' REVICZKIUS JONESIO, S
Londini, 17 Martii, 1768.

Oppido recreatus sum literis tuis, prsecipue veio rnul-
tiplici tua vcrsione, iniitationc, conipositione. Quarum argumento
dare cvincis, te non tantum

cxcniplaiia Grseca,
Nocturnk vem&sse inanu, versfisse dluna,

*sed omnem propemodum Hellenici scrmonis SMelJT« x«/ %Y <rov
assecutum esse. Muhae sunt veneres in“oda tua ad Venerem, et
plenus laudis conatus in adaequando d]vino exemj)lari. Sed quis
possit sibi ~ luctu temperare, ciim observaverit, non tantum nos
jacturara pati lepidissimi operis, sed quod illaj etiam perpauca™
relfquia* qu<E supersunt, adco sint mutilata; & depravataj? Nam
etsi lubeus concedam, tcxtum odrc, quern tu eligisti, sive ilium
etiam Dionys. edit. Upton., praeferendum esse Steplianiano, aut
cujuscunque est ilia (si diis placet) emendatio, quod in tuo exem-
plari major habeatur dialect! ratio, ac plures insint wrioitnr}®
xapaKjrifi"s. tamcn negari non potest complures Vd in eo repcriri hiatus,
et menda, quee nvillli satis explicatione aut sensus detorsid’he cclari
possunt. Quamvis autem credibile sit, jEoliam pufellam suo parti-
cular! idiomate locutam,.cujus leges ajtate nostra non satis perspectse
sint: quis tameu putet iEolicaui dialectum metro et prosodiae oppo-
aitam, ut nihil dicam de “nsu ipso in aliquot iocis corrupto ?
\ # * * * « «

ttegajis omnino est versio ilia tua de osculo Agathonis. Consimilis
eidea est in illo Hafyzi disticho; . \V



sm WILLIAM JOXES. 419

N c'M >) 1 )-</ it
Id cst, ut oris tui as|>ectii fViii possit, aiiima nica tota in labiis meitJ
licCret. .Tube ergo quod vis ; nani a ttio luitu pcHtlct, iitruni exicns

me inaniniein relinquat, an vcio rcdiens me iiiilii rcddat. Auctor
Ox~trrvos Ad<"™WEOf yoci lubricum Platoills versum prorsus a/trx™oAoyJk
usurpavit:

a/5' uv~ccv  Mjvujj.oiv nat v \l/v%av' i7r/€aAA-/»'.

Quod pollicitus s\nii, nutto tilii ghazclain, Kker an Turki, 8cc.
cum versione prosa, uua autciu eriatn adumbrationem aliquamin
versu, alio tempore cxpoliendam. \clim autem mihi pcrscrjbas,
utruui scias extare aliijuafti llafyzi vci'sioneni, sivc typis editam,
«ive manuscrij)tam, Latin<i,“aut quovis alio Europfco idioniatc.
Xam quod sciaui nulluH adhuc poeta? liujus iuterprctationcm, ten-
lavit/ pnctcr jrimatn ghazelam, quK nu[)errime iterumiii analcctis*
jrofessoris Hyde jn jiublicuin est einissa. -

Obsecro te insuper, ut indiearc mihi veils, ubi locorum invehire
valeam librum primum lliadis llomeri cum analysi et notis in usum
hcholarum, in Anglia typis vulgatum, gquem amicus meus pro filio
eomparandum flagitat.

(lazela, cujas>/t«Ai hdt laudas, [|>rofcci6 Icpida est; cujus prinli
distichii solummodo recordor:

5 1) i*/ ~
ANy IXITI /T A A
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Quamvis sarcinas meas colligere inceperim, ac libros mcos in
cystam condiderim ; lainen si animo tuo arridet, aut si ad propo-
situm tuuin facit, gliazelam lianc, priiis qutlin proficiscar, ver-
tcndam assumam.  Tu proind” jube, ac vale.

No. VL
REVICZKIUS JONESIO, S.

Qii6d solito tardii'rs respondeam amicissiniis tuis literis,
aova ct plani: peregrina civitatis hujus facies in causd est. Nec
puto vitio niihi vertas, quéd advenam me, peculiaris genti huic,
et itjvisa alibis, consuetudo, paul6 longiils detinuerit; fateorenim me
nuspiam tali niethodo patres conscriptos dccenvi comperisse.
In-itio quidem novitate jucundum visum, scd sensvm e6 turbarura.
progressa res est, ut propfe perteesus sim spectaculi. Nunc igitur,
.crescente adhuc tiimultu, domJ manere satius ducens, occasionem
na™us sum literam banc exarandi. Gratulor™ mihi imprimis quétl
emissam ad te carminis Pcrsici versionem indulgent”™r receperis,
quéd me ex eo idoneum judicaveris totius divani metaphrasten.
Sed quamvis conceplam de me opinionem gloriae mihi ducam, non
vereor tamen adfiortationem tuam taxare inclementiae. Quis cnim,
nisi cui robur et trs triplex drcum pectus est, aggrediatur sexcentarum
ghazelarum, pros4 et carmine, versionem ? Talis conalus non
solilm com”lures annos requirit,, scd et mentem ab omni alio
studio vacuam ; qu® non est mea conditio, cNim ego disciplinas
istas non nisi per transennam tractare consueverim. Nihilominilis,
quid quod absolvere pbtero, aliquaridé in lucem edere constitui.

Homeri non est expers, qui k me librum primunv lliadis cum
[[)cum anaVysi postulavit; sed commodiils putat pueris usuvenire
ras hoc, quia in illo notae textui sunt subjectee, quod, in clavi

/ N desyieratur-"
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desideratur. = Si tamen ad nianus est tibi clavis Illomeri, quteso
inspicias primam ejus pagiiiam ; etciiiin si beiie incmini, catalogus
guidain operi praeiixus cst, (jui libri iiujus et typo”raphi simul no-
tiliani continet.  Quainyiii me hunianitas tua ab oniiu ulteriori
opere absolveril, niillo tamen odam illam (Juain in pcnultimA lii&
epistola desideiasti, e6 qué6ti ri'in tibi gratam fore arbitror. Est
autem, n)ediusndius, 'non ex farillimis utia, turn sensu, turn vel
maxiin™ metapluasi, ob Hngine exotica* continuum idiotiia nulld
satis periphrasi exprimenduui. Quieris, quid de linguaj llebwa;
et Arabicae propnctale sLMtiani, dccjue illis coinm>)ni

futuri, pro piacterito; respondeo ; qu6d etsi perrard> iiebraizare
soleam, aut, ut vcniki dicaai, sacram linguam in vcncratione potiiis
qu™m dcliciis, haluaui ; qu6ii prajtcr uuum Vcteris 1V8tamc4iti
codicem, et nonimlla dc eo llabinorum somuia, nihil lectu dignum
affcrat; I»oc tamen ¢~ qu”lieunque illius Icclione retineo, quéd
utrius(Jue inter gramiuaticen .sumuia sit aHinitas, cpiodve paucitas
temporum et modorum in Al'abicA, substitutionis eorimdem mutuie
occasio est; id(jue lingusc Uebracaj eodeu) morbo laboranti ~leces-
sani<™ convelnre putenj; quanivis hoc in lingufi Grircft, miyiiniJi
teniporiim et modorum varietalc gaudente, satis obviiiin sit* ujl
ci™m in6nilivum pru imporativo usurpant. Quod autem ad vocum
guantitates attmet, abter sentio. Puto enim esse Arabun> arteni
melricam iongi; recentioris inventionis, utpote quae paul6 ante
Muliammedi tempora forniam accepisse perhibetur, nullo vestigio
antiquioris fxjfeieos. Cujus si eadem asset ratio apud llebraeos,
quod quideui inotionum consimilis usus suadere videtur; (Juidni
hucusque sine ulld dijSicultate tJebraiorum prosodiam per analogiam
assecuti fuissemus B - *

Ghazela ilia, quam iti misdellaneo quodam opere sine aut™ s
nomine legisse te scribis, si (juidem correcte scfipta esset, ce™is
sum, quod nihil meo adminiculo eguisses. Nunc autem p/j™t

/ error
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errorlbus scatet, CEdipus sim, si expediam. Quis eni'tn ignorat in
linguis Orientalibus solani jiunctorum diacriticorum confusionem
maxiinis difficultatibus ansain dare ? Quid si accedat literarum
ipsarum omissio aut commulatio? Hinc quicunque lectioni auc-
toris alicujus opcran”™ dat, nica quidcm scntentiti, duplici exem-
plar] instructus sit oj)ortct, ut cum impossibiie pen” sit mendorum
o\pertes libros manuscriptos reperire, unus alterius ope corrigatur.
Et hac est raea m”~hodus.

Residuum est, ut pro Italico sonetto mihi communicato, gralias
referam, et laudes quas par est couferam, epistolamque con-
cludam. Vale. Londini, die 29“ Martii, 1768.

No. VII.
JONESIUS REVICZKIO, S

* Nffi tu percomcm perque benevolum te prabuistid

pituni, intei couiitia ad senatores eligendos coiuparata, oecasiongm
lanieu captaveris, cNim ad me amicissimi;, ut soles, scribendi, turn
carmen Persicum mittendi, idque puleherrinmm, et abs te Latinn
conversum. Est mehercule Hatez uoster, ambrosiA alendus poeta ;
et quotidie graiior mihi jucundiOrgque videtur ejus venustas ac
pulchritudo. Integra illius opera in lucem proferendi si vertendi,
tiuemadmodum ccepisti, pra;cipua dillicultas erit versio poetica, sed
lifcc facilior evadet, quam opinaris : nani permultae sunt, ut puto,
iazellie, quas vel ob sententias a nostris inoribus vald6 abliorrentcs,
vir?~ob figuras elatissimas et quasi wapoazKiviwevjxiva, vel ob disticha
n~piinimo quidem nexu inter se cohaereiitia, Latinis versibus non

N coi™ertes;
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convfertes; ideoque aliquantuluin levabitur Herculeus alidquiu
labor.

Distlchon illucl *J ? A moram miht injecisse me-
mini, et cum tuo rogatu adversaria mea inepicerem, ita inficeta
mihi visa ex illius distjichi interpretationc, ut mihi plan6 quadrari
putarem servuli Tercntiani verba,

Davis sum, nonCEdipus; -0
tibi autem illud Sophocleum,
'O 73'atr/ O/SiTrUf KotXitfi*vos' *

utpote qui exillo obscuro et (juasi sphingeo carmine, significationcm,
si non perfectam, satis tameii luculentam, elicere potiieris, illutl

dico cujus initium: |

sliij y |/ 0

Homeri analysin, in bibliotheca nostra repcrire non j>otui. Scd
amicum habeo Oxo’'nii, qui librum, de quo j)ercontaris, possitlet™
Ad.ilium scripsi pridie Kalend. April., et rogavi ut inc qu\m ci-
tissime ctrtiorem faccret, quis fueril Ubri illius auctor, et quo loco
liber fuerit excusus.

Nisi essem amantissimus veritatis, ct ab oinni aimulatione aver>
sissiraus, dolerrtn hcrcuje, et cegrc ferrem, te urbem nostram tur-
bulcrrtissiinis his”~temporibus vexatam intueri, et illam Anglorum
undcquuque pcrcelebratam libertatem in eftrainam licentiam (ne
dicam iiiimanitatem) mutatani videre. Est sane resptiblica nostra
prope diviNitus initio constituta, usque adeo ut nulla unquan”
Greeca; vel IU>man8e civitatis constitutio fuerit pcrfcctior; imo, u
riatu nee Aristoteles, nee legumlatoruni ullus, meliorem civ|

V/4 iwm”
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formam cogitatione comprehendere potiiit; tam suavi enim concentu
et quasi harmonica tres pervulgatae rerumpublicarum formse in
unain speciem tam parantur, ut nec Aristoxeni tibiam, nec Ti-
mothei fides niodulatiores fuisse putem. Per enim est difficile
civitatem constitucre, in quS. nec regis dignitas optimatum auc-
toritate, nec procerum potestate populi libertas, nec populi li-
bertate legum vis et niajestas, minuetur. St tamen in liAc insula
olim se res habui®;, et etiam nunc haberet, si nonnulli homines
IVaenis in plebe quim calcaribus uli maluissent. Ide6que mihi
temperare noqueo, quin vehemenlbr improbem ilium Wilkensium
fortem (juidem et ingeiiiosum viruni, scd turbulentum civem, et
seditionis quasi facem atque incendium. Sed niulto niagis patri-
ciorum quovundain integritatem ac fidem requiro, qui ilium prim6
sustentabant ac tuebantur, deinde deseruerunt turpiier ac prodi-
dcrunt.  Si cupis legum nostraruni et consuetuclinum pleniorem
habere notitiam, perlegas velim Smithi librum de republica An-
glorum, et Fortescuei dialogum de laudibus legum Angliae.
T*rimum Latine, ijcc inelegantfer, scripsit Thomas Smithus, leMatus
olim noster in Gallia sub regno Elizabethse; alter, lib'ellus est, de
quo dici potest id quod de fluvio Teleboa scripsit Xenophon,
Meyus {/ivH S Auctor fuit Anglice cancellarius sub rege Henrico
sexto, et ob turbulenta tempera, cum alumno suo principe Ed-
wardo, in Galliam fugit ; ubi, cum esset summa senectute, au-
reolum hunc dialogum contexuit. Certe leges nostree, ut in ilJo
libro videbis, persapienter sunt composite, ut ait Pindarus,

0 Tsxnoov “ociriksvs
O™/ 16 MO CZONKIW
O\TToi h sij ctyei
To hKUtoTUToyy uTrfpiara
Xlp.

ft reliqua, qusecitat in Gorgia Plato.

C INuidem
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Equiderh civitatem nostram inspiciens, videor quodaniinodo
ludum Scacchicum (quo ludo utenjue nostri vaUlc dclectamur)
intut'ri. Regem eniin habcmus, ciijiis dignitatem sirmue defen-
dimus ; scd cujns potestas pcrbrevem hal>ct terminationem, Equites,
sagittarii, atqgiie alii, patriciorum specirm giiandam liabenf, qui
bella et negotia publica administraiit; sed pra”cipiia vis est in pedi-
tibua, stu popnlo, gni si aict”™ inter se coha;rcant, pra?st6 ost vic-
toria; si distrahantur et dissipentur, peril uli(jne cxercitus. llaec
autcm on)oia, ut in ludo Scaccliico, certis legibiis diriguntur.
Denique cum mripsum considero, viileor milii similis esse cu-
jusdam, qui duobiis lusoribus assidens, ludnni studiosc contcrn-
platur visendi soluin causa, et delectationis. Quoil si unquain
milii capesscre retnpul)iicam contingat, nee i*lausus rnclierculfe
guEeram nec lucrum, srd eo tendam, et ad cum exilum properabo,
utincolumis servetur pulchcrrimfe con»lituta civitas.

Sed, nesrio quomodo, otsi brevis esse institui, loquax fio.. Ad
alia igitur dcclinabo. Liicras tuas proxinuis 'non sine timorfi
aliquo legi: Quid autrm timiii ? Nempe tui ox liac insulil rfis-
ccssus nuntui(ion<-m.  Tutii uutcm niliil de eo locutus sis, et cum
muHicipii nostri negoiia ad cxitum gquemdam “>crducantur; cum
doniqtic njcortos esse sciam rerum hvunanarum eventus, et nesciam,
si haiu* occasiotiem amisero, an tc postliac videro, statui Londinum
venire; ft speio propedii: tc, vcl Konis vel VIII Ilduuiu, me
visurum. Cura ut valeas.

No. VIII.

JONESIUS . REVICZKIO, S.

Binas abs te accept iiteras humanitatis et o\
tionis MeoissiuQas, quibus benevolentiam in me tuaniT™t*
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ingenii lui lumiiia, facilc perepcxi.  Utrisrpie nirtic simul rc-
spoiuleo. - |

Consilium tneum cle libro in Inccm proferendo, abs te pmbari,
ut <lIcbui, gaucl(-bam <X liietabar, (ut iuquit in tragoedia Hector,) u
tc laudato viro luudari. Sed ciim duo ilia ~rop” divini poeta’ car-
niina legereni, incredibilem animo ccpi voluptcteni. Sunt valde
IXMla, ct interpretationc tua, tanquam luce aliqui illuniinari vi-
decntur.  Practerc™ versibus ea imitatus es, sane clegantibus, quos
versus, si cum opere meo edi concedas, pergratvmi feceris cum
milii, ti'mi lectoribus; qui gaudebunt, opinor, poetam Persicum
audire Latine loquentem. Sin, minus, in thesauris meis latcbunt.
AT97pq(pa tibi  qu”~m citissini6 reddenda eurabo. Quod auteni
scribis, “ Hos vereus ciim iis legendis fueris defessus, niihi red-
das velim,” perinde est ac si dicas, “ Nunquam reddas;” ne(}uo
enim fieri potest, ut iis legendis satiari ullo modo possim.

No. IX.

JONESIUS REVICZKIO; S.
Dat. puta Nov. 176s.

Tametsi vereor ne ante cx Anglii decesseris quilni
lice ad te literula? afFerri poterint, nequeo tamen mihi ten)perarc,
quo minus-eas scribam.

Literas tuas perhumanas acccpi ; et cum eas, turn venustum
Hafizi carmen magna cum delectatione perlegi, et quasi dc-
voravi. ;

P Sed quid opustBt verbis? Forsan haec qute nunc scribo, ad te
tnou pervenient. Proinde ctiam atque etiam te rogo atqu&;obtestor,
( ' ut
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ut qu&cungtie in regione iter feceris, mei.memor sis, et qu”™m
sajpissiine, qu”™m primilin, qu”~m longissimas ad me literas mittas :
et tibi persuade, nihil mihi jucundius unquani vcl fuisse, vel fore,
aiilicitia tua. Vale !

Die Lunac, Oxonii. -

No. X.

Til TiyucoTxru FTAIEAMTI 'IONESIfi %Mp;iv xxi nnr™xrjdv.

'Oa-ij filBs 0-8  «Tep/ TH( SYUKSIit Tf.xat;
90w §iTTH/ THIOs~ e/sa, oii Toys ti( VG Nov xroM a OCyXxSoc rijf <mi( omiKr/ofg
KTTikoextt, a fu/ rot Cjxotyi f~iov iir, obN”stas olnaljcc T>jt ipjf cvf~ncte '

fuif arufoAfltswy jju tNveeyr)(rets Yeu eS™Vef rot IudKKiSix riH Mr,veuy, ‘arpoiraywv

Tag (rea'taw v oKitaif, xm nctvra ©  ov eirifji,s\3fj..yof ottus ))s/ya hotf™u Taa*vpv.
Tecs); TAIWIA nou Toixuru s v vrdN kmnyi ty ivxpuf ret WjMyfjuxTa
Tts ax. @> a/XxBfpaueat << r>) hxcuM xcti <d u<mQ Cvicr-
xXeityiv, H 1M a («, w( tsXoiAsyos oineatdliloveu tw fyfr~, UKKa NOvai( U( TiiXKHiryis
(ptXta;" ea7a(s«, km fAXKIOU siSuf on WK oKiyuMjir(t( eww fpwy YEHjLXTO:  Tat »
iRy VvI»Toe y™Mco <o, S”WUII0 Y™p ijs)} marf<y fAijva Siiwh otticS ONIAS kouhvoh, ku™ Thx =
jwi JuHs «Troliivoo TUF KoyHf, DeTSWCF rt kei eorn* Ku  wnrt? thSi trcAAijJ
fVvE/Siv <d Tpv  tvmixv efAt ro<aitly km zr~{ to ?,0ivov t8 X oyu itatpvKecfjuyi
EppMcro.

Ty i TN Ku uh™MMiy <t yiutuy Ki\svM xm afiC”opu aVIGS xatYy, t*h if “swo»
aadMivjroi'icif,

Thrv fintfTi,

No. XL
JONESIUS REVICZKIO, S

Isicecte Ligurum, 4 Cal. Fcbr. Am

Mirabcris forsan, ncc san”™ injuria miraberis,
acceperi/» a me ex liac regione literas ; nou euim isthinc scrib»?rfll |
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aut'famesis aut Isis deliciee meae allabuntur, seel ubi'mare Ligus-
ticum Alpibus maritimis minutur.

In urbccula liac amoenissima tiimestris prop”™ commoror; fieri
igitur non potuit, ut ijn Anglia cum essem, literfe tuae exoptatissimtr
ad me perferrenlur, quaruni unae priclife Calend. Septembris,
alteree decinio-noHO Cal. Januarii datae sunt; utraegne niihi erant
jucundissimjE ; quo longiores, eo me delectabant magis. Libcllos
tuos de re militari legendo devorare, incredibile tst quantum aveaui,
sed in acdibus Spencerian”s, ut accepi, Londini servantur. Unuin
exemplar ad meafferct prima navis oneraria, qua®™ hue ex Britannia
appulerit; Iria reliqua curabo, ad tres amicos'tuos, (imo meos, Si
tul sint, licet k me neaspectu <[uidem cognit*)s) fideliter et celeriter
guantum fieri potest, perferenda. Opus istud in Germania laudari,
iiec mirorequidem et valdfe gaudeo. Primus de eo mentionem mihi
fecit nobilis Germanus, vir comis, ut videtur, et amabilis, quem
Mediolaui quaestoris officio fungi puto ; is pollicitus est, non solum
gid me opus tuum mittere, sed etiam certiorem facere, quo inodo
val™res, et quibus verbis ad te literas inscriberem ; quod ob pro-
filissum ita laetabar>«t nunquam ali’s veliementius. Suspicabar
enim (ignosce injustae suspicioni) me ex memoria tua prope
effluxisse, et desperabam k te epistolam accipere, nisi te prinuis ad
scribendum provocarem. Interea perlatce suut ad me bin® tua®
expectatissima? Jiterac; quibus accesserunt carmina quatuordecim,
non tantiii“vere ljiuca, sed digna quae aureae lyrae succinantur :
quod vero”e idoneiim putas qui de iisjudicium feram, tanlum
sane glorior, quantum abest ut me tali lionore digner ; sed ut ut
se res habeat, omnia cum notis meis qualibuscunque ad te tunc
remittam post acceptum ad hasce literas responsum: nolo enim

..belle exaratas chartulas tabellariis committerc, quorum non-

[m sit certa atque explorata fides.

4T' Decimo-
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I"ccinio-giiarto ut opiiior die, liacc accipies, quibus ainabo re-
spondere nc cunctcris; ac tihi persuadeas niliil niihi juciindius
fieri posse, quj\m tuarinii ~uic(JUid sit litcrarum.  Percontabehs
forsaii (juibus me oijlcctavciim studiis, j)ost tuuni cx patria mea
discessuni. lla>c ut denarrem paucis, to iixyabor. Inter alias oc-
c'lipatioiies, librum niriitn dc poesi Asiatica perpolivi, quern ad tc
initure cum nu'ditaior, idecKpic accuratiu? rescribere ccBpisseni,
ecce! niajus quoddam iiitei venit negotiuui. Hex Duiiiac, laudandw
«indolis adolesceiiH, qui eo tenipi>re in regia Londinensi habitabat,
me (nescio qua fania sibi uotuiii) accessiri jubct: ustcndit codicem
Persicum, satis anipluui, qui vitaiu ac res gestas* celeberrimi iliius
tyranni Nadirshab cUcti, contineret: ait se i)ercupere librum ilium
gallicc, ad verbuui rcddituni videre ; alia addit coinius qutim verfus.
Quidmulta ? Opus sum arduum aggressus, quod mo per majorem
aiuii jaui elapsi partem oceupatum distinuit, hisioriam in sex libros
divisam dieendi genere Asiatico, fide reddidi; acccdunt notulae
tjua;dam necessaria;, et de poiitis (pios Asia tulerat, brevis disser-
tatio, cui unum.atque alterum flafezi carmen adjbci, (plenum scip
erroribus, M iis quibus ignosccnt docti, et (jui indoctos latebi|nt).*
ilii;c omnia rix dum ad umbilicum perduxeram, cum discipuli mili
(Qui tui semper memor est) sororula, morbo ”9iiriKu conepta re-
pentc sit, statueritque pater cjus cum familia vcl in Italia vel in
Gallia Trausalpiua hyemare. Coactus igitur sum historiani meam
(quam iu lucem proferri rex voluit) GalH cujusdam satis fidi cura;,
committere, (jui excusoris errores corrigeret. Is me nuperrime
certiorem fecit, librum jam esse excusuni; et curabo eum ne ad
regem <juidem ipsum citius qu™m ad te mittendum. Patriam
itague meam reliqui, et post nimis longam Lutetiis commora-
tionem, Lugdunum versus iter fecimus, velocissimo Rhodnni fluvio
devecti; et Massiliam, Forum Julii, atque*Antipolim prset™r
hac regione venimus,—
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Ver Tibi purpurciim gemrais ridentilMis hortos
Pingit, et a prutis exulat acris hvems.;®

Diutius tanicn hie ¢jiim vellem, comrnorabimus; sed puto nos
ad Calendas Junias in Angliam reversuros. Meditor equidem, si
gua sese obtulerit occagio, circiter Idus Februarias Liburnum navi-
gare, et cum i’lorentiam ceiebrem illain Triuniviroruni coloniani,
et renascentium litcrarum cunas, turn Romani laiidatarum artiuni
omnium procreatriccin, et fortasse Neapolim visere. Quidquid de
ista navigationc statuero, certior fies. Si roges quo modo me liic
oblectem, baud multis respondeo. Qiiid(iuid babet musicorum ars
tenerum ac molle, (juidquid mathcsis difticile ac recondilum,
guidquid denique elatum aut venustum vel poesis vel pictura, in eo
omni, sensus meos et cogitationes defigo. Nec rei militaris notitiani
neglige, qua vir Britannus sine summo opprobriocarere neutiqguam
potest. Multa patria scrmone scripsi; inter alia, libellum dc
rectti 'juventutis institutione, more Aristoteleo, hoc est, oxockutixm
ePraetere”™ tragoediam contexere institui, quam inscripsi Soliman,
eujus, ut scis, amabiiissinius filius per novercaj insidias miserrime
trucidatus est:—plena est tenerorum aff'ectuum fabula, et cothucno
~schyleo elatior, ulpote quee imaginibus Asiaticis sit abundan-
tissima; Mitto tibi carmina duo; unum ex liafizio depromptum;
alterum e poeta Arabo perantiquo suniptum,—in hoc tamen
imagines ad Romanam consuetudinem aptavi. Mitto insuper, ne
guae pare paginaj otietur, epigramma Graecum, quo cantiunculanv
Anglicam sum imitatus. Vale; et schedas tuas tunc expecta cum
te has literas accepisse certior factus fuero.
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«

n No. XU.

N. HALIIKDO, S. .
eTucundii' Inihi rueruiit liionihie tiiir, quibusA id per-
spexcrim, quod nia\ib)6 vollcin, ncnipe te baud igiiorarc quanta
fill j)iea ill te, ac tiii similes, bciievok'ntia. IMibi protiiius, ut pe-
t('bas, ad ainicos meos litcras, quibus cos ctiain atcjiie etiarn sum
liorlatus, ut causiv perindc ruverent liia’, ac si cssct inoa. Quod
si petcntibus iu)bi<( inorein gesserint, et luiiii certc Icccriiit per-
gratuni, et sibi ijvsis nou inutile, (juippc lucrc erga illos voluntati
iilaguus acecdel cumulus. Majori tamcu opiuor MxXtu negotium
tuum potero {H'omovere, cum in Biitanniam redieio ; ac tibi vclim
sit pei'suasissimum nulla un<juain in rc studium mcum atquc
amorem roganti libi aut dcesc uut dofore. Quod ad valctudinem
nicam attinet, belle liabeo; sed oblcctationibus careo iis, quarum
desiderium nequco non moleste fcrre.  Cum prjmum hue vfcnerim,
visu gratiss'imae eraut cue res, quas in patria nostra, raro, aut n«
raro (luidem, videiuus;—olivae, niyrtus, nml%aurea» palraac, vmeta,
avomata, et in media hveme florum suavisaimorum copia. Sed
aniota tandem ea, (luam novitas secum affcrt, jur.unditate, fasti-
dium quoddam sul)est ac satictas. A mari Ligustico vix Iriginta
passus distat diversorioli inei /enestra; sed, ut pulcjc Oyidius,

! Uua e*t iiumcjiu cusrula furma luariii.

Nihil itaquc rcstat aliud, nisi ut cum M. Tullio fluctus numemn,
vel cum Archyraede atque Archyta arena* metiar. Credibile non
est, quantum me hujusce loci tadcat, quantumque Oxoru”asse
cupiam, ubi vel tecum jocari, vcl cum Poro philosophari po'~m.
Velim, w non raolestum erit, ad me saepius scribas; tu *
kiiid

&K
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quid ~dgas, et quid a nostris agatur, certior fieri cupio”™’'scd Latinc,
si placet scribas, et hilare, aniovVcnda esjr™~im”a qua, angi videris
Iristitia. Me atna, <iuernadmodum eg4 tejj*bmanioribus litens da
operam, ut soles; musas cole ; pluics?5iani venerare ; multa

Ecribe tiie, mnlta noctjbus : ita tamen ut valetudinera tuain cures
diligenter. Vale.

Datffi Calendis Martiis, Anno 1770,
Kicaeae Ligurum.

j No. XIII.

JONESIUS REVICZKIO, *S.

Nica;a Ligurum, Data 7 Caltnd. Jpril. jinno 1770.

Crrdibile non est, quantum tuo angar silentio, aut
enim, quod fieri nolim, litcras nieas 4 Calend. Febr. datas n
accepisti, aut, quod erit injucundius, tuutn ad me responsum, in
itinere'excidit, aut denique, quod suspicari nefas est, tua prnitus
<effluxi memoria. Scripsi ad te ex bac regione literas,* non (ut de
suis ad Lucceium ait Cicero) valdfe bellas, sed eas tamen, quas.
tibi satis gratas fore putabam, utpote quse etben perlongae
essent, et luulta de meis rebus continerent.Post debitum tem-
poris intervallum, responsum tuum cnpide expectabam ; quotidife
rogitabam, nuni quae k Vindobona literte  Muliae: idem alio die
atque alio atque alio rogabam : nullie. Soliicitus esse coepi, et niea
indit'S vehementim augebatur expectatio: nuliae adhuc literae! et
duo prope jam elapsi sunt menses, sed nihil abs te literarum.
Bcquid aded faciam ? ecquid capiam consilii ? Chartulastuas
(quas ad te remittendas volebas) vereor incertis tabellariis com-
Inkl”ye; tu iis intere”™ baud facile cares: caeterum, licet eas, ante*
acf .'ptum k te responsum, remittere nequeam ; notas tamen niefis
-"*'Mcio, quas, si minus placeut, in igaem conjice; sunt, ut velle
y N videbaris,
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videbaris, omnino aristarchicac ot forsan niorosa™ isiinis. Lilfclius
tuus de re militari Turcarum, oppitlo me delectabiit; nihil eo vd
utilius, et ad tcmpora acconimodatiiis, esse potest. Cum dubiuin
sit, an liac ad tc perventura sit cp'istola, breviloqucns esse cogor,
lie prorsus cum ventis collocpiar, ct boiips lionis inaniter con-
sumam. Jliiic urhi ciiciter ldas A])iil('s valedicam; iter Jtali-
cum, quod meditabar,’ in aliud tcmj)us distuli. Vale, nii Chwlk,
et mei mcmor sis, ut ego semper tui. Cum in liritanniam rcdiero,
longiores ct liilariores \ me literas frecpienter accipics.

No. XIV.

JOXESIUS 1IRVICZKIO, S

lametsi priiis ex hoc loco decedere statui, quani
abs te responsum acciperc [)otcro, occasionem ad tc scribendi
praelermittcre nec volo, nec dcbeo. \aldt* tibi ussentior (ut iu
aliis -omnibus) peregrinandi dulccdinem laudanti: nihil un»]uaiu
aut utilius autumavi, aut jucundius. Quant<™ mihi gratior essel
peregrinatio mea, si mihi Vindolx)nam viscwijliccrct, ubi teclin®
colloqui, tecum philosophari, tccum in loco desipore, tecum
jxjeseos reconditas gemnuis eruere possem. Dum ea felicitate
carco, jure guodam meo de cieteris, (juibus abundo voluptatibus,
male lo(jUor. Displicet Gailorum hiJaritus odiosa ; ct obscuiurn
quiddam hubet cceli Italici placida serenitas. Adeo njci amans
sum (lioc est, adeo sum anieus) 'ut me bctxevolentia tua digniorem
esse putem quam antehac, Nescis quantum' ab illo muter quern
in Anglia vidisti. Tui adolescens, fui imprudentior ; nunc me
totum humanioribus Musis devoveo; ct nihil vehement6r peto
pr;Mer Virtutem, (jua nihil divinius; Gloriam, qu” nihil monali
pretiosius; ac tuara deni(iue amicitiam, quil nihil dulcius eJ*;
potest. . Ne litenc meae prorsus illiterata; sint, ecce tibi
3 K gramii®

’ A
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gramma, quod nocte quadam serena fecerat amicus quidam meus,
et quod, ejus rogatu, Graz6 vcfti. 'l'ibi ut opinor placebit, nam ad
Meleagri et aliorum in Anthologia poetaruin nientem videtur ac-
cedere. Allctuai, kc.

9 No. XV.

JONESIUS REVICZKIO, S

Id. Quintil. 1770.

No3 ego levis homo sum atque incertus! Totam
Enropam transvolo, nullibi diu commoror : in Liguria hyemavi; in
Gallia, verno tempore fruebar; Germani® finibus aestatem ago;
si modo aestas vocari potest pluviosa haecce et ingrata tempestas.
Possum cert”, ab hoc loco chartulas tuas, sine metu, ad te re-
mittere, ac te raajorem in modum hortor, ne cuncteris eas in lucem
proftvre. Dignae sunt, et tuo judicio, et doctorum omniunj lau-
clibus. Hoc dico sine blanditiis, quas k me procul hubeo. Notae
guas accepiitri, erroribus plenee sunt, quos vclim excusas.
N«ro cilim essem Nicaeae, turn veterum libris, tum ceteris (quibus_
xiti soleo) adminiculis, plant carui, et eti9m nunc careo. Acfcepi
abs te literulas Gallic™ scriptas, cum oda in primis laudanda. In
ea mihi perpJacuit facilis ilia transitio:

Sed dandse amori sunt lachrymae breves,
Qiias sanguinis vis, quas pietas cupit.
Mox, nube abact&, Sol tenebras
Discutiens, meliiis nitebit.

Crede mihi, jl fletu, ciim haec legerem, vix temperare potui. Ita
catUfi uatura afficior, ut magis pulchr& ac tenera simplicitate
iPivear, qukm elatissimis poeseos figuris; inde fit, ut plus me de-
lebffel divini ilia Pindari, "Cega h  'sgpPYwZeuvf, et quee sequuntur,
# n qu”™m
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gquAni elabonata Aquila; et il’tnai niontis descriptio. Ficciind ~ulco
ad te mittani, ne prorsiis iiniiiunis,* tuo friiar uuuiere ? Jlcce tibi
carmen, quod (si nihil aliud) couiniendat ccrtc vctustas. Ridebis:
non est illud quidein, in Antonine Dclj)liina; nuplias; iniino laudoa
continet principis antiquissinii Sinensis, cujus nonien e mcnioria
excidit; scio fiowinkXKioy esse.  Cum opera Confucii ™ Couplctio aliis-
gue rcddita perlegcrin/, non j)olui non deunrari cum venerabilciu
sententiarnni dignitatem, turn ctiam varias carminimi reUiquias,
quibus ornantur [lliilosophi illius colU)quiu. Carmina ca ex vetus-
tisslmis poeseos Sinicae monnmentis excerpta sunt, ac praicipuc k
libro Xikim dicto, ciijus in regis (Jalliie bibliothcca niliduni
extat exemplar. Statim niihi i\ aninu) oral, verba Sinicu inspicerc;
codicem manu snu)psi, et post longum studiinn, odani nnani cuni
versione Coupletii comparare potui, at(jue adeo singulas voccs, sru
potius figuras, ad uwb™am quandam reducere. Ilanc igitur odam
ad te niitto, ad verbum reddilam. Miritica est in ea cum aia-
jestate conjuncta brevitas: singuii versiculi quatuftr tantum con-
stant'vocibus. Unde lit, ut SXXpw; in iis sunt tVe(|uentissimee*, quae
carmen eo “ublimms reddnnt, quo obscurius. Addidi versioneni,
poeticam, qua unumguemciue versum ad Contucii uientem *ev
po.~ui;  lucnlent™J necne, minus Jaboro; tu mod6 judica; siitis
habco si tibi arrideat. Minimc te latet, philosopljum istum, queui
Platonem Sinicuni appellare audeo, circiter sexcentcnos ante
Christum annos doruisse; is autem Jianc odam citat, tanquam
suis temporibus perantiquam ; est igitur pretiosa; vetustatis (juasi
genuna, qua; ostendit, in omni tempore apud omnes populos, eandcm
esse poeseos vim, easdem imagines, llestat aliud opus, de quo
locjuar necesse est; nc fort™ litera; nicae perlongae 4 Calend. Febr.
datae exciderint, in quibus totam rem ab initio denarravi. Vitam
dico tyranni Persici Nadir Sfiah, quam e codice Asiatico Galilee
versam edidi; opus ingratum perfeci rogatu regis Dauiic, An/"ti
mei, quem magnam Europac spem Laud dubito affirmarc.
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in prfniis jussit, ut opus fide et pone religiose rcddcrem ; lit hotas
ndiicercin nccessarias; ut dcnigbe breveni do poesi Persaruni disser-
tationem operi subjungercm. IVnsum nieum ut potui, ncc sine
fastidio, pcrsolvi; s(xl ita festinant;r ac proper”, (rex enim rnc idea-
tidein ut festinareni urgebat,) ut liber sit erroribus plenissimus, ct
pralscrtim dissertatio de poesi, in (jua d~cem llafizi Odas vertcre
aufeus sum, nec exemplari correcto (lic™t splendidissinio), nec ullo
oninin6 usus coinmentario. Scripsi ad Rivestiuni Angliaj vicarium,
eumque rogavi ut ad te librum celcritor mittcril; quod spero f'ac-
turuni. Ignoscc, aniabo tc,. erroribus quos vitare forsan in sumnia
otii copia non posseni, iieduni in iis teniporis angustiis. Jgnosce, Si

duas Odas (pias ad me misisti N

cacteris adjccerim, cum Gallica solummodo versione. Ignosce,
si de aniico meo, arnica, ut par est, inciderit mentio; regem enim
nicum scire volui quanti te faciani. Ad caitera benevolentiae tua™
indicia, haud |>acum accedet ponderis, si errorcs nieos in hoc libro
notare velis, prajcipue in dissertatione, quam separate volumine
, edere statui. Rex Daniaj, ut accepi, opus nieum =vehement6r
prcfbat, et mihi honores nescio (juos meditalur; cogitanti enim
illi, quonam me compensaret munere, dixit amicus quidam meus,

vir n.jbilissiipus, me pecuniam nec desiderare, nec magni facere,
sed honoris, ut rebatur, esse appetenteui.

Libellum tuum de Turcarum re miiitari ad rcgem mittendum
curavi; turn quia co lectore dignus est, turn quia tc habet auc-
torem. Cave credas, me literis hisce finem dedisse, quia nihil aliud
habeo quod dicam; affluit enim animus meus rerum copiji, et mihi
long(i difficilius est, st™i impctuni teinpcrare, quam scribendi
maLgriem invenire. Sed nolo patientia tua usque adeo abuti, ut
a” s tuas uimia loguacitate defatigem. Valetudinem tuam, si me
arkK”™ »"ura.

No.
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No. XVI.

REVICZKI k Mons. JONES.
Vienne, ce 0 Aout, 1770.
En vérité, Monsieur, vous netcs pas' fort k plainclrc
de ce cliangement continucl tie climats ct.de lieux ou wous5 ditcs
etre engage depuis un an cntier. C’est le plus grand bien il nion
avis, ([ui puisse arriver a un hoinrne qui dailleurs a toutcs les dis-
pDsitions pour voyager ; dous avez passe les rigueurs de I'hyver, sous
mi ciel doux et tenip<*ré en Italic* le printeins en France et eti
Angletcrre; il vous Vestc A passer I'6t6 aux confins de I'Allemagne,
dans un cndroit (jui est le rendezvous general de toutc rRurtrpe,
et ou Ton voit d'un coup d’ceil, tant de diflvVTcntes nations as-
semblees; cela n'est-il [>as cliarniant? ou n'est-ce pas lii la partie
csscntielle des voyages, iroA=gv WMM kooy?. N

%
Je sens pourtant combien un Tiomme de Icttres peuts'y trouvcr

raanquer de secoufs, et do corninodit™s pour pousser ses Etudes*
et cela seul peut diminuer en parlie le plaisir qu'on a de voyagoi.
Je vous suis tres oblige de la botjté que vous avez eu de in‘envoyer
cette piece de votre fa™on, (jui me paroit tres rare dans son genre;
mais, de grace, de[)uis' quand avez-vous fait l'acquisition de la
langue Chinoise ? c’est un talent f§\c je ne Vvous eonNOISSOIS pas
encore; mais vous ne nicttez point de bornes a votre polyglottie.
J’en suis d’autunt plus cUarm6 que je pourrois au moins compter
sur la fidelity d'une seulc traduction de cette langue, le peu quo
nous en avons me paroissant fort suspect; votre piece a*outre le
merite de lantiquit™;,, celui de I'61(gance de la version. J’attends
avec impatience la vie de Chdli Nadir, et je vous fais mes r™cr-

cimens pour l'atteution que vous avez eu pour moi eu char™nt
le ’

A
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le so'tis-secretfure cl'6tat de rne faire tenir un exemplaire, je ne suis

pas nioins curieux de lire ce <Jue vous y avez ajout6 sur la poesie
des Orienteaux.

Vous etes bien bon, Monsieur, de soumettre votre ouvrage 4mon
jugenient; vous-savez coinbien peu vous rtsquez, et vous etes bien
sur d’entrainer nion foible suffrage. J'y fiouverai pourtant une
faute qua nest pas meme I6gere; I\ savoir, la mention honorable
gue vous y avez fait de moi, qui I'ai merite si peu, et qui l'aurois
du nioins tache de meritcr, si j'avois pu m’y attendre. 11y a
cettefois-ci quelques dames et cavaliers d’ici a Spa, qui tous
ensemble valent bien la peine detre connus. On me dit que
mUady Spencer est I'amie intirne de la Princesse £sterhazy, vous
connoitrez par son moyen un amiable et respectable Dame, et qui
fait grand cas des gens de mGrte.

Je n'ai rien ™~ vous envoyer presentiment qui vaille la peine; je
me reserve ce plajsir pour une autre occasion, et suis en atten-
cMant avec tout le respect ct vén6ration,

Votre tres humble scrviteur,

REVICZKI.

No. XVII.

REVICZKIUS JONESIO, S

Vienna, 16“ Octobris, 1770.

Etsi nihil certi constare possit ex novissimis tuis
lifjTjs, quo terrarum concesseris ex Thermis Spadanis, tamen ex
h&~iDso silentio argUo te inprajsentiarum Londini commorari.

Opinionem

A N .
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Opinionem meatn corroborat t"~rda literarum tuarum pcrccptio;
nam toto illo tempore quo in Hungariam divcrtens, hinc aberam,
epistola tarn exoptata frustratus fui, nec nisi in reditu diu jam
liaejcntem ac pene obsoletam deprendi. Utinam eveniat, quod tanto*
pereconcupiscerevideris,quodvemihisummogaudioforet; ut, nenip”™- =
post tot exantlata itinera, Vindobonam tibi vis«re liccat. Leves et fri-
voliGalli; molleseten”rvati Itali; torjiidi fortasse & morosi Germani,
sed nec sic aspernandi, utpote qui pro elc™antioribus naturte do-
tibus solidiores nacti, candore et innata quadam honestate advena-
Tum animos devinciunt. Mea quideni nihil interest hoc de Gernmnis
testimonium adhibere: nainque in Gennania non seci'is ac nupcr in
Anglia peregrinus versor; et nemo, nisi rerum ac locorum ignarus,
Hungaros Germanis adnumeraverit, ade6 genio, lingui, njoribus, ac
natura ipsa inter se dissidentes: sed fatenda est ingenue verilas,
neque diflfiteor me hie locorum satis ad nutum vitam agere. 'Ju, (lui
ffiquus rerum estimator es, facile, ut opinor, in eandem seiitentiam
abibis, idemque de hoc populo judicium tyleris. Oppido tc inv
inutatum dicis; ideoque te mihi magis placituTum 8]Kras, quod,
sepositis juvenilii* SRtatis oblectamentis, totum te literis et virtutis
studio addixoris; afe ego te talem revidere n\alo, qualeui in AygliSf
cognitum adnjiratus sum, nec vidi quidquam quod reprehende”c
possem. In eo autem vcl maximc te suspexi, quod sevcrissimas
disciplinas et summum’ in literas ardorcm, tam scite lusibus et
voluptatibus temperare noveris. Cave nc ila te studiis injmcrgas,
ne vitae gaudia, parum per se duratura, praitcrmittas, quibiis tJinta
cum literis est affinitas, ut iis nemo, nisi sapiens et eruditus, rccle
frui ccnsendus eit. Cave etiam, ne idem tibi eveniat in provectiori

aetate conqueri quod adolescenti illi Horatiano, dicenti;
Quae mens est hodie, cur eadeni non puero fuit ?
Aut cur hit animis iiicolutues non redeunt gena;?

Quod autem Musas pudicas et dwqSYH esse aiunt, id fabuj™~um

plane et soli fiction! conveniens est; nam et ipste carminaj”™re
vter » |

%
A
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inter mollcs pitlvillos amont. — ad alia dt redior—Versionem
tilam libri Persici, quain jam”aliiis pollicitus eras, immo etiam
inisisse significaveras, liucusque non vidi, neque cuj- nondura ap-
pulerit intelligo; ac proiiule obsecro, ut ubi deliteat investiges.
Qarnien Anglicuni venustissi'mum ejusque duplicetu ac elegan-
tissimam nietaphrasin. niagna cum delectatione legi atque etiam

relegi; miror autem quod tarn parum cpntentus esse videaris
Latina, quae mihi mire placet.

No. XVIIL

JONESIUS REVICZKIO,* S

Londini, 11 Non. Mart, Jnm 1771.

Dii Dereque perdant In tm aVvboop™w nostros, qui
niihi per hos sex menses polliciti sint, se complures moos libellos
acliteras ad te missuros; quod eos necdum fecisse video, nec statim
factuivis arbitror: aiunt se occasionem nondum habuisse, et prOpter
No'elli llispanici susplcionem (qu«5 jam nulla est) ‘diutiiiis impediri
negbtiis. Nequeo tamen il me impetrare giiin ad te scrlbam;
niulta enim dicenda habeo; quiim vellem corami Jam inde k
reditu meo in Britauniam permagna curarum A'arietate sum quasi
irretitus: circumstant amici, sodales propinqui; hortantur ut
]>o0esin et Jiteras Asiaticas aliquantisper in exiiium ire jubeam, ut
elo(pientio3 et juris studio navem operam, ut in fori cancellis spa-
tiar, ut, uno verbo, actor causarum, et ambitionis cultor fiam.
Equidem iis baud acgre morem gessi, etenim solus per tbrenses oc-
cupatioues ad primos patriaj meas honores aperitur aditus. Mirum
est ciui\m sim (piIK"0"os km (piKomos.  Ecce me adeo oratorem.  Erunt
posthae literae meae =dAitixts™i: et, °s velit fortuna ut ad capes-
sej*am rempublieam aliquaudo aggrediar, tu mihi eris alter

Atlicus,

j-d
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Attitus, tiF* niilii cotisiliorum (“nluni, tu niilii arcanorun? par-
ticeps. Noli tanien putare me ouiilin6 inansuctiorcs litcras ne-
gligere: poeinata quaidain patrio scrmone ncripta in lucein prof>c-
di“m edcre statui; tragoediam Solinian dictani in tlicatruin lunp”™ -
adducam, cCitn bistriones invenero dignos, ~qui eain agunt: proe-
tere™ pocina epicuni ingentis argiunenti (cul lifitanncis nonicii)
contexere institui; sed illud sane eousque c"trcrani, donee niilii otii
guiddam, cum aliqua dignitate junctum, concedatur. liitcrcu
bellissimos lego poetas Persicos; habeo codiciun nianuscriploruin
lautam copiam, partiin a me coeniptani, parliui uiihi roiunio™
datam; inter eos, complures sunt historici, pinlosophi, et poiitec
magni apud Pcrsas ‘nominis. Poeuia Jamii quod Y~ suf Zuleikha
vocatur, mihi in primis placet; singula disticba (quorum iul>tar
guatuor mille ct septuaginta continet) sunt veiie stellulai, mera
lumina; sex hujus libelli pulclierrima exemplaria Oxonii habc-
«ius, quorum unum accural6 scrihitur, voculibus insignitur, et
notis Golii illustratur; aliud exemplar ipse possideo, quod, si
tempus suppetat, excudi curabo. Tu interea .ecquid agis? Pcy-
gisne [Jafizum luum ornare, illuminare? Equidem pcrlibe™ntfcr*
opem meara (quantbla *it cunque) editioni ministrabo, si veils
Lgndini iibrum tuum excudi; sed vix puto quenquam TVITopdpwv
suis ilium sum}tibus excusurura, nisi sint llafizi carmina vel
Anglice vel Gallicc versa; nam credibile vix est quilin pauci
sint in AngliA viri nobiJdes qui Latine sciant. Suadeo it/ique,
ut notas et versionem fidani Gallico sermoDe scribas; poteris
tamen Odas abs te Latinis versibus redditas operi subjungere: puto
etiam linguam Gallicam vestratibus gratiorem fore qu~m Latinam.
Satis bene se babet nova Meninskii editio; novorum cbarhcteruni
Arabicorum specimen ad te mitto, (juibus si quid miniSs elegans
videas, amab6 te, quim primiim edicas, ut citissime corri®™]("jr.
Unum Hafizi carmen tabula a;ne” incidi curavi; ct forsan (si ;u”™m
abundet) totum Jamii poema eodem modo incidi faciaini* quod
3L
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opus cbartis sericis impressum, « ornamentis illustratnm, arbitror
Bctigalffi prafecto et ceeteris Indiae principibus gratuni fore. Liber
meus ad te missus, ubi lateat nescio; sed aliud exemplar, idque
-~tidius et correctius, ad te prmi4 occasione mittam, uik cum
libcllo de Uteris Jsiaiicis™ nuper edito, et Grainmatica me4 linguae
Persicae, satis belle excusd; in qu” si quid reperias minus accuratum,
si quid omitti videatur™ oro mihi dicas, ut'in altera editione illud
mutctur, hoc addatur. Librum de poesi Asiatica tunc in lucem
proferam, cilrn mihi aViguantulum detur otii. Ne tamen putes me
ea oblectamenta, quae secum affert adolescentia, spemere; iIm6
me, ut nemineni, delectat cautus et saltatio, et modicus vini
cyathus, et puellarum (quarum est Londini festiva copia) divina
pulchiitudo: sed omnibus vitse gaudiis facilfe antefero illam, illam
guam perditc amo, gloriam; illam per aquas, illam per ignes, illam
diebus, illam noctibus persequar. O mi Carole, (liceat enim te,
missis formulis, veteri simplicitate alloqui,) quanta mihi sese aperit
sylval Si vitae spatium duplicetur, vix mihi satisfagiat, ad ea
guae in animo habco tam public™® qu”~m privatim rect™ perflci™nda.
'Vale!

No. XIX.
JONESIUS, D. B. S.

Londini, 6 Kat. Jpril. 1771

Liber iste Persicus, quem possides, gemma quavis est pre-
tiosior. Ejusdem possidet exemplar tuo simillimum vir undequaque
doctissimus Meninskius, quem suo more, hoc est, inelegantdr ac

pwm Latine ita describit mackzenul esrar. Ga-

“y'ophyhicium arcanorum autmysieriorum, liber pretiosissimus,
giltj>pe elegantissimo in Persiastyio et charactere scriptus, in-
N sigoibus
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signibus iinaginibus distinctu”t vix inveuiendus : atque incodem

“ codice libri praetercil quinque’alii continentur, n
“ chusru ve-shirin, et n meg’'nun historiae
“ fictae amatorise; tres ver6 rcliqui morales, heft peykfr

“ axhref nam'ei Isketider, et ‘“~C JiJdl VkuNl

nameh : codex est pretio 200 aureorum ajstimatus.” Ilinc de
vero libri tui pretio jiidicare potes. Equidcm alia qvinedani sub-
jungam, et, ut polHa, baud verebor affirmare sex bcliissima in
hoc libro poemata: magis ob poeseos pulchritudinem, quflm ob
scripturas elegantiam, et imaginum nitidos colores, rsse pretiosa
Auctor fuit percelebratus illc Nezami, cui agnomen Kenjuvr; qui
sub finem saiculi duodecimi, irgi Tiiogrul Ben Erslan, illustri
bellatori et literarum fautori, deliciis erat. Liber quinque com
plectitur poemata, quorum ultimum in partes dividitur duas
primum, quod arcanorum thesaurus vocatur, multos continet fa
bellas et multa colloquia do homiuum officiis ac rebus humanis
in illo saep6 inducitur rex Persarum' celeberrifnus Nushirv4dn, qui
sub finem saeculi scxti contra Justinum primum, et JustiniSmuin
felicitfer bellavit: illo regnante, natus est Arabum legislator Mo-
hdmmedes, qui ilium ob justitiam, in Alcorano collaudat; ilium
poetae Persici Sddi, Hafez, Jami, aliique perpetuo iaudant, et
unus ex iis belle ait:

c? fv

* Nomen Nushirv4dn fortunatum ob justitiam vivit, licMtmultum
* elapsum sit temporis, per quod Autflurvao i(we non an”itf
“ maact.” Secunduui poema juvenis amabilissimi Meg'nAn”~Jeu
amentis, ita ob amorem insanum dicti, et Leilx pQlcberrim«

» \ m* ) e’
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Nitas ‘continet.  Tertium amorcr coinplectitiir regis Khosrois
Sassaiiiorum vicesiini-tertii  Nusliirvani nepolis, et for-
inosissiiirde virginis Shiritiac seu Dulcis.  Qiiartivin septem figura
ilioininatur, et regis Beharam, giiem Graeci ineptfe, ut soleiit, Va-
ranam appelant, historiam namit; praecipué vcr6 sei)tem illius
palatia dcscribit,*qiK)nmi unumquoclque diversuin “ caeteris colorera
habuissc cliciuir.  Quintum Alexandri vitain, ac res gcstas de-
narrat; vemin enimvei6 sciendum cst, Asiaticos omnes reg(TO
Macedonuin perantiquo regi Secander dlrlo non distinguere, sed
amborum facta ridicule cormniscere. llaic habeo quae de libro
tuo dic™m, non conjectura fretus, sed cert™ sciens me vera dicere.
Lastor adiiiodum collegium S* Johannis Cantabrigiensis hunc
tlieeaurum, te donante, possessurum : ac spero iu Academic vestri
aliquos futuros, qui poetae venustissimi Nezami elegantias poterit
animo comprehendcre. Si quis pleniorem poetae hujusce notitiam
habere velit, consulat oportet llbrum jucundum, cui nomen Vvitce
pdetarum Persicorum, auctore Deuletshah Samarcandio, cujus vidi
Lutetiis pulcherriraum exemplar.—Vale !

No. XX.

REVICZKIUS JONESIO, S.

Vientut, die 10R Octobris, 177*.

Jam prop” annus es'{[ elapsus, k quo occasioiiem
preestolor, qufl. libelluai, te probante, in lucem emissum, ad te
mittereBi, quin ullafn hactenus potuerim adipisci; nunc demum
opportune evenit discessus in Angliam viri amicissinii, m ini

Britanniae legation!”™ qui mihi officium suum sponte ubtulit®
etfpus hoc meuniy out, si mavis™ tuum, ad te deferri curare est hu-
malSissimd polUcitus. Eadem fidelia cuperem etiam gratum ani>

a mum.
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mum, pro tnansmisso mihi nuino” contestari, sed grates prrs™lvere
dii™nijs non opis est iiostrae; sat *erit tun dicere facta. Oppido
luiratus sum studiuni et doctrinani ac vcl maxini6 diligontiam in
tr'plici opere quo mihi gratificatiis es, sed eriibui laudibus rjuas
mihi iiittmperant™r prodrgis. Multum san6 tibi litcraj et litcrafT
oinncs debere tatebuntur, si candcni dernceps,. cpiam coepisti,
orientalil)us liteiLs opemin navaveris. Jjcire pcrcu|»erem quo honoro
remuneratus sit virtutoin et laboreni tuinn llex Dani®, eut, illo
aiu tore, Hex Anglife, ut tibi ct bonis omnibus, qui to eequ™ ac ego
diligunt, gratari posssim. iitgiie nobiJc tuum ingeniuni condign”®
prainiiatuiu Jeetari vakaiu.—Vale t

No. XXI.

JONESIUS REVICZKIO, S

Oximii, vii Id. Dfcemhrtt, Anno 177U

Abs”te per hos menses (imo potiCis annos) tredeciin, g6
Eterulae quiclein ! Bijias equiden) ad te literas niiserani, unas IJfifn*
Wart. Latiufe scriptas et benfe longas, alteras Gallicii exaHitaa
cuhenti, quod aiunt, stijlo. In iis quid egoriui, quid agerc niedi-
tarer, itf-gqvia™Nitse cursu csseni, ad quas dignitates aspirfMret ambilio
niea, teci te™dMligentissime cortiorenu Libros nieo% <iuatuor, ut
oj)inor, accepisti, quos. U. Whitclmrch, legato Anglico s U aw~
MV, secunj, nieo rogatu, Vindobonam tuiit™ Ilium, adolcscenton
bonse indolis, et literarum peranmnte'm, dignum esse srito quern
utaris tamiliaritfer. llocce literarum ad te afleret D. Drummond,
bomo literatus, quem medica; arlis studium, quod in hdc insulS
non te iatet esse perhonorificum, istliic proficisci incitavit, sc-
cundum liomericum illud, AP WOXX]y <xyjoo( aXxdw. N

1
Eos
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Ejsvelim ita trades, ut sciai/meain conimendatioocm apud te
plurimum valere. Accipies eodem tempore oratiunculam quau-
dam mcain, in pulchelluni, nescio queni, tenae filium, gai Aca-
demiae nostrae conviciari ausus est; non impun”i, ut videbis, si
quid apud istiusmodi vappam ac nebuloneni valeat mucro orationis
ineae. Omturbtwi, ut' ait Cicero de suis Comnientariis, Gallicom
nationevi. Quid agit Hafez, deliciolae nostrae? Nunquamne car-
mina ilia suavissitna, te interprete, prodibunt in lucein? Pla-
cetnc tibi versvo niea Anglica, carminis istius Higher an Turkif
Nostratibus ccrtc quidem non displicct. Vellem plures alias Anglicfe
vertere, sed otiuni non suppetit Neminein adhuc inveni, qui
Jibelluin tuuin de re militari reddere digne posset. Praefatio tua
onuiibus et docta et elegans videtur; sed opus (quod tute ais in
.prooeniio) titulo OidMI hikm Ji nezémi' lumcm aiunt non respondcre.
Eijusdem libri TqIOIVIov Turcice scriptum (cum ca:teris Constan-
tinopoli excusis, et bellissinio carminum Mesiliii exemplari) in
bibliothecA™ Regiae nostrae Societatis vidi. Cupio scire, num facile
sit omnes eos libros quos laudas, ab Ibrahimo editos, vel in- Ger-
™MSfinia, vel in Thracia, aut Hungari™ emere? quod si.fieri posset,
iUbfum compos esse pervellem. EcquidnsJin de Turcis novi?
frsy oviis ; Equidcm, simul ac de belli Russici exitu <er-
tior factns fuero, legationem Turcicam aperte petere constitui;
nunc occult™ et susurralim. Rex, optime in me aflfectus; opti-
mates satis beuevoli; mercatorum societas admodum niihi favet:
illud solum vereor, ne quis competitor -potentior in sccnani pro-
deat, et me cursu prae.vortat. Si pe'titio feliciter evaserit, dii boni!
ti( K" Wimoiuki;  prin.um, tuo Vindobonae fruar colloquio; dein
literis AsialLicis madebo; Turcarum mores ex abditissimis fontibus
exliuuriam—sin aliud contigerit, (ptjxrop™ov.  Erit forum; non
deenint, ut spero, causae ; erit litium plena messis; restabit elo-
gt~tiae studium; restabit poesis, historia, pbilosophia, quarum
sin8”s recte colenditi.ita nostra haecce Humana, caa nl (3pgoi tafwy, vix

iciet. Multa alia habeo quoe dicai”™ sed me imperiosa trahit®

—noH
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—non Troaerpina, ut spero, at s\]Jua est fori ~jp™icioruirt fau-
trix Dea. Longiores literas expcctU : tuinterek i “Vjine quatn lougis-
simas niitte. Te unic”™ ac fratcriid diligiinus.—Vale

No. XXII.

JONESIUS ROBEaTO ORME, &

JV. Id. Jprikt, Anno 1779-

Quantji cum voluf>tate, quantique admirationo tui,
historian! de belio> Indico Icgerim, farilii'is possum animo com*
plecti, qudm verbis enarrarc : ita enim dilucidb abs te consilia,. res
gestae, et rerum eventus declarantur, ut iis profeclo, duin legebam,*
non niente soliim sed re interesse, non tam Itctor, quim actor esse,
visus sim. In primis milii placebunt vitae ac naturo: hominunl,
aut rerum gestarum gloria, aut sapi”tiac laude florentium, abs te
declaratae; nec minorem narrationi venustatcip afferunt, locorum
insignium descri”tioncs, velut ilia Gapgis Auvii platié graphical,* ct
san”™ animadverti non mod6 poeras, sed poiitiores omnium
a;~tum historicos in fliiviis describendis baud paruni artis ac
studii posuisse: sic Acbelbum Thucydides, Ttleboam Xenophon
describit, irtertjue suo in genere egregife; sed hie, ut semper,
venust”™ ac breviter ; ille, ut sa;piiis, elatl- afque horridul®. Ad
genus dicendi quod attinrt, si elegantia et in verbis constet, et in
verborum collocatione, quim elegans oratio sit oportet tua, in qu&
verba lectissima, scniperque apta ad id, quotl Mignificant, ordine
pulcberrimo collocantur; quae laus est in scribendo prope maxima.
Quod si historiae tuae partem alteram, gqute A te jainduduui flagi-
tatur, in lucem protuleris, cillm bonis omnibus ac tui BimiU)us
gratum feceris, tuiii nominis tui lI'amam lutiu<> diO*uderis
justum videtur oruari abs te ac cclebraii icgiouem Coromandeli-
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cam, ‘si neglifv-ta guam res/quidam liidictis dcUcia$ terr/irum
iocitabat, Benir/S. "V ale! * » -

No. XXIII.
JONESIUS I. p. BAYER IIISPANO, S.

Prid. Cal. Mart. An. 1774.

liitbclli tui (le Phcrnicum Lhiguii ct Colonis, qui dubito

I doctiornc sit an jiicundior, bellissimum excmplum accepi; et

L quanquain vereor, ne aurea a'neis, tanquam iJomericus ille Dio-

medes, permutare videar, mitto tamen ad te, in grati scilicet aninii

etestimonium, commentarios mcos poiiseos Asiatic*, qui si tibi
arriserint, id scito magnae mihi voluptati fore.—Vale!

No. XXIV.
b

JONESIUS H. A. SCHULTENS, S.

r -
Id, 177T.

A3olescentulum summa modestia, diligefrHftf virtutc
prjeditum, cui nonien Campbell, quique ad te hoc literularum
pertulerit,*majorem in uiodum tibi commendo. Is in India mer-
caturam facturus est; sed priusqu™m longam istam et molestam
navigationem susceperit, sermonibus quibusdam Eurcpseis atque
AsiaticHy et ex his praecipue Persico, addiscendis, operam est
daij;urus.  Quantum illi vel in studiis vel in negotiolis adjumenti
al”™rc poteris, tantum mihi allatum autumavero; ipsum pra’terea
tilp,scmper devinxeris.

| -

Quid
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hortatu, ~rotriptior sit ad illun™ ncgotiuni suscipiendum. *Est
adlmc aliud, idque niajoris momenti, quod, me tanquam proxe-
netA, quodam usi, vehenienter h te flagitant:—nempe ex Orientali-
bus litciis, imprimis vcro Arabicis, Persicisque nonmilJda in Bib-,
liothccam conferre cupientibus auctor fui, ut, cum pauci libri iri
‘hoc genere prodcant, pauciores etiam aligiia commemoratione digni
sint, vacuum liunc loc\im rclinquereiit*brcvioribus dissertationibus
ondJatrixeoi, SalpiSd(, vel quocuiujue taiidcm nomine aliquid acci-
perent, quod ad hcec studia promovcnda cgregie conducat. Jpse
promisi, me ii>t«T(rum, si nihil nielius habcrcnt, biographias rjuas-
dam ex Jbn Chalikane suppeditaturum. Tunc ilh laudare quidem
lioc consilium, simul’ veio vchemcnt™e k me potero, ut Jonesio
liujusinodi diatribas extoniucrcm:—niliil Tore, quod hanc bibUft-
tiieca: partem ornatiorcm redderet magisque commendarct:—me,
si venv sint, quse de mutua nostrA amiciti.] semper in ore fero,
facile illud te impetraturum. Vides igitur, mi GuHelme, quA
me adduxerit frequens tui erga me amoris gloriatio.—sed pareo
eorum’ voluntati eo lubentius, <iu6 pulclnior milii ind6 spes nas-,
citur, gravem quarn fccimus tui jacturam, alicjua rationc rep|i*.
randi.—Jtacjue oro te, obsecro et per vetcreni ilium tuum amorem*
]SIu>aruin Orientalium, quibus tam tiebile tui desiderium reliquisti:
per ilium ergo amorem obtestor, ut, dum conunoda tibi est iis gra-
tilicandi occasio, hanc nobis felicitatem non invideas. Excute
forulos ; —invcnies multa parata, pcrfecta, nee indigna, quffi luccm
adspiciant:*quidquid rnittcs, erit jllud acceptissimum, et, vcl addito
tuo nomine, vel omisso, uti ipse hoc jusseris, bibliotbeca; inseretur.
Si Anglicfe quid scriptum<jl)al)eas, nec sit tibi cjus Latin6 vertendi
opportunitas, illud equidcm lubc'iis suscipiam, istamque vcrsFbnein
aliis, (jui sunt Matin™ scril)endi mullo me jieritiores, fjjcaminar

et corrigcndam traden« curabo, ne tuee laudi '‘Astima*
aliquid dcurahatur.—Nihil praetercA addetur, on® ~

bitur, sed omnia erunt tua cadem ilia, (praj mist-!

*

» SO
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tidem meam, si opus esse putas, sanctissime interpono.-~Tu, nisi
luoleslum est, cito mihi rescribe, nostraj(jue petitioni facilein te
praebe ac bcnignuni.

m  Grafulor niunus, quod aditum tibi ad majora et pinguiora brcvi
putofaciet. Sed amissatn libertatein, non tani tui, qu”™ni mei
causa, molcstc fero. .Nemini, ne Anglo quidem, misera est ser-
vitus, quje in utilitatem publicam suscepta, virtutis est et meri-
torum justa remuneratio. Mihi autcm, qui, dum liber eras, frustra
te expectavi, imprimis gravis est ilia tua servitus, qua; tui videndi
spem sin minus omnem pra‘cidit, at cert6 niinuit, et multum ex-
tcnuat.—Hunc tu nobis nietum eripe, et si quid vacui temporis tibi
rfelictum est;—eritautem interdum, nam habes 59 socios in munere
tuo tibi adjunctos —id quaeso ne praptermittas, sed hue excurrens
felicitatem nostram jucundissimo tuo adspectu et colloquio augeas
gu™m cumulatissim”™. Ego quin ad vos aliquando revertar, non
defectu quodam voluntatis retineor ; tanta enim cum voluptatc
,repeto, memoria. tempus illud, quo suavissima tua consuetudine
fru mihi licuit, ut ne vivam, si non ardentissimo desiderio teneor in
*eandem felicitatem tjuanto ociiis evolandi. “Jec prohibet temporis
angustia, quandoquidem ita fert muneris mei ratio, ut per nQ\'em
fere menses plurimi* negotiis obrutus, tribus reliquis liber sim et
homo mei juris.—Quid igitur?>—Dicam quod res est, necturpe existi-

mabo talia amico indicisse

Sterile ut ubivis, sic etiam in Bclgio literaturae Orientalis solum
necesearia quidem ad vitam laute satis alendam praebet; quod
erfluum yideri posset neutiquam concedit.—Donee igitur in-
@ctata’\', tanVP fertilitas advenerit, itineris Anglici iterum sus-
_ﬁ)iendi evanuit. Sed quae fors fert, aequo feram
li

imo. iteidem vero hujus rei mentionem apud te injeci,
€

I*m
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addam etiam aliud, in quo tu jfbrsan poteris egregie inihi tdju-
rare. Constitiii, ut rebus nicis infelius consulam eamque super*
fluitatem conscquar, quae, etsi careri potest, tamen grata cst et
jucunda fruentibus, adolesccntuluin circuinspicere, quein in aedes
recipiam, cujusque mores dirigani ac gubcrnem :—sod Ccupio im'-
priniis ex vestratibus aliciuem rccipere, cuui quod rariiis solent
nostri liomines pueros »liis tradere, tum.qut\d melius videtur (vides
gu™m ingenui: tecum agam) Anglo cuidain libertatcm vendere, ji
guo major cst et lautior merces exj>ectanda.— Sed mouet dtficiens
charta, ut tandem desinam esse verbosior. 1'u, si me amas, brevi
rescribes, quid tibi hac de re videatur, et si quid poteris mci
causa cfficcre, id scio te lubent”r facturum :—Ego quidem nun-
quaiii committam, ut quidquam, (Juod pra”starc possiru, k me
frustra petas. Uxor mea mecum tu optimamque matrem tuam et
sororein plurimum salvere jubet. Vale, mi Jonesi, Schulten*
siumque tuum aniare perge.

Anistelcdami, Prid. Non. Maii.

: No. XXXIV.

JONESIUS H. A. SCHULTENS, S

Amici tibi et suavitir liortanti, ut novo operi apud
V5 mox edendo i”ov meum cdnferrem, certfe nondeessem, sed
pangercm nescio quid, ut possem ; nisi omnind egerem otio. Cum
enim ofticium meum judicialc, turn forensis labor, lucubr~tiones
continue, dicendi meditatio, actio causarum, et in jure respo”
dendi munus, vix horulam mihi conccdunt ad
cibum capiendum. Qu6d me jucundissimfe fe<
tu agas, quidque in patria tna agatur, graiias f
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si giifm Anglum gencrosum ct bene locupletem invetjero, qui vel
filium vel pupillum ad iccolenckis humaniores literas istinc mittere
voluerit; lauclis tua’ me verum pra~conein fore polliceor, nec in re
guapiam libi clefuturuiii. Hoc taiuen quAni sit incertum, tu noa
ignoras. Vale, niequc dilige.

IV Cal. Jul. 1777.

No. XXXV.

REVICZKIUS JONESIO, S
Farsorm, 17 Martii, 177f,.

Pertulit ad me nuper Duninius bines tuos varia eru-
ditionis libros, novissime in lucem editos, quibus vehement”r de-
Icctatus sum ; nain el meniorcm te adhue mei ex niunere boe gratus
recognovi, et singularis ilia doctrina, qua scripta tua referta juxu-
riant, voluptatem 'cum profectu legenti adtulit,.et ad obliterata
peefe jam in animo meo luijuscemodi studia, iterum recolenda,
stimulum addidit. Vitam Persici Schacli Nadir jam antea, princeps
Adamus Czartoriski linguis Orientis non infeliciter addictus, Me-
gendam mihi obtulit, et quaj in diatribe adjuncta honorific™ de
me meministi indigitavit; sed ea quidcin amori erga me tuo unic”
adscripta velim.  Nunc qu™Md amoenioribus literis nuncium dare,
ct Themidis sacrario unicfe te devovere decrcveris, sine Reipublica;
literariae jactura fieri posse non censeo, neque futurum .spero, quia
te Melpomene nascentem vidit, et nolentem volenteni sub sue
imperix) coercebit. Mihijam in septimum annum, et ad fastidium

Vistula”™ Ijttora coluntur, felicioribus mutanda, ni fallor, ex-

si in Germania bello. Quanto gratius in Bri-
t?Hnia nec tempus meum transigerem, si me fata nieis
paterentur
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patercntur {lucere vitam auspiciis! Sed (juocunque locoruru,sorte
compulsUs fuero, amare te non deswiaui. Vale.

No. XXXVI.

Il. A. SCITULTENS jONKSIO, S.

Quanquaui plurimis occupationibus ct saipiiis ct nunc
maxinie impedior, a conscribcndis cpistodis, per quas veteris anii-
molcste fero me abduci : tatnen tale niilji videlur arguinentuni
literarum tiiarum, quas his diebus Hcccpi, ut melius sit tribus duu-,
taxat verbis ad eas respondere, quam, dum mcliorenj (puuro scri-
bendi opportunitatem, nimia cunctatione efiiccre, ut vel nihil, ad.
causam tuam, quaj in suinmo meo erga te studio, (JUWi maxim”
mea cst, juvandam praistare (jueam, vel, etsi a me juvari non possis,
in suspicionem v/cuiau) negligentia; in aniicis colendis, corunxpTC
voluntati ac desiderio obtem[)crando.

AEnimvero, n»'iAJonesi, intellexi tuam petftltonem gravissimi nui-
neris, ac gloriosissimi, quod, si virtute non fautoribus auibitnduni sit,
baud scio in queni conferri possit te digniorcm, atque ornatiorcni
cum ingenio, plurimaruin rerum utilissimarum cognitione, admi-
rabili eloguentiac vi et praestantia; turn vei6 patriae ac libertatis
amantiorem, qui communi rerum vestrarum calamitati succurrat
majore consilio, prudentia, fortitudine, animi integritate, cui igitur
alma Mater nostra (nam patere me hAc appellatione pietatis nico
sensui ¢ratificari) salutis ac |)rosperitatis sua;

mittat.

s(il



470 LETTERS TO ~(*0 FROM

S(xI liiinc tuum, qui pal®in cognitus est, libertatis amoiein
DGiine in hac tcmporuni perversitate tibi putas nocituriiin cssc ?
I'crentne plurimi, gtiorum suffmgiis ea res pendet, personam

Academiae in comitiis publicis N\ Julio Melesigono sustineri ? Belga*
g'Irideni de rerum vcstrarum statu sic judicant, difficile esse bono
viro, (Jui libertatis airiorem public™ profiteatur, ad rempublicam
gcrendam admoveri.

Verum liaec dices nihil ad mepertinere ; modo quodcunque in me
cst, omni studio conf'eram ad causara tuam promovendam. Atque
hoc ipsum est, de quo velim paul6 plura ex te sciscitari: quomodo
ct apud quos illud studium profitendum sit ac declarandum. Ha-
bearnne potestatcm sufl'ragium mittendi, cujus ratio pro causa tuA
liabeatur ? 1d quidem vix credidero. An vero ex amicis meis
Oxoniensibus illi compellandi sint, a quorum amicitia, benevo-
Icntia, et humanitate aliquid sjrerare ausim, veluti Kennicottus,
Whitius, Winstanlejus ? Tu mihi prittia mox occasione rescribas,
atque'indices quid agendum sit. Habebis me tui studiosissiraum,

ulla in re patiar officium meum tibi deese.

r -

Ego nunc Leidse versor, ubi ante annum fere cum dimidio, Paj.ri
nieo defuncto successi in munere docendarum literarum Orienta-
lium. Sed de his rebus cupio propedifcm pluribus ad te scribere.
Nam veliementer etiain scire cupio quid tu agas, quid agant
mater tua foimiuarum optima, et soror mihi amicissima. Velim
meo nomine plurimara iis salutem dicas, et obsequii atque amicitiae
meaj significationem ad eas perferas. Vale, mi Jonesi, et me
amare perge.

vam, | / tittoi Bat.
A i7id. I pvinxer 1780.

"» ] AN » Missa
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Missa sunt quaedam excmpla catalog! bihliothecs patrit mei,
guae veiidetur mense Septembri,* ad bibliopolain Londineosem,
puto ad EliuslcjuiD. Ex iisjussi unum ad te dcferri.

No. XXXVII.

JONESIUS II. A. SCHULTENS, S.

11 Kal. Jun. 1781.

Ego de hollo hoc facinorissiino quid sentiam, tu non
ignoras; quantus auteni siin tyrannoruiu osor, quantus veraj liber-
tatis fkutor <t vindex, carmen hoc* Alcaicnm patrio sermone Bcrip-
tum, dilucidfe nionstrabit: sed inhunianae fbrcnt Utorai qu» liu-
maniores et putautur et esse debcnt, si viri literati, praesertim ii
qui studiis delectantur iisdem, belliim plusquam civile gerefenC.
Perge me igitur Batavus Angliun, ut facis, amare ; quemadmodum
ego te, Anglus Batavum, et anio et ainabo. Scito me ruri’nuper
hyemantem et ‘feriatum septem ilia nostroruin ArabCim mspefisi\
poemata, ne versiculo quidein omisso, Anglici: rcddidisse ; tolum
opus, cum notis, et prooemio de vetustioribus Arabiae monunientis,
pfoximis jestivis feriis in luceni proferre statui. TabrizzU commen-
tarium ipse possideo ; Zouzenii mra<Foati> et notulas perutiles, cujus
libri pulchrius exemplar Lutefiae utendum accept, benignissinid
milil coiiimoclavit cf>llegium Trinitatis Cantabrigiense. Sadn notas
et versionem I'ersicam cum Amarii scholiin, et insigni Obtidalltc
cditione, Oxonii habemus ; sed omniu6 omnes editiones et com-
mentarios accedere vehemeiUi;r cupio. Avus tuus felicis m™tnorisc,
guern ego maxim”, ut debeo”™ semper facio, carmina heec “ coifo
digua” praedicat, seque ait, nisi fallor, codiceta

in proprios usus transcripsisse. Pneterei in > loci™e-
tissijnue Schullensiante indice, cujus unum “YYWS&piar, IluniS*o,
3 N ee ani<?o
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amicd iireo, tideliier tradidi, altcrum ipse avide pervolutavi, *haec
verba legi: * 6990. Septeni Moallakat Arab, pucherrimt; scripta.”
Ecquis, arnabiS, codicem hunc eiiiptum possidet ? Quonam veniet
jpretio ? Dolet, einptorem me non fuisse; sed ego tunc vanis et
magnis ne”otiis ipse suspensus de suspensis carminibus ne cogitavi
quideni. Adjuva me, per rausas oro, in opere hoc meo lauta su«
pclicctile ornando ; et quicquid habes vel notarum vel lectionurn
variarum apud te reconditum, deprome atque imperti. Multa dc
familia tua dixi in prooemio, plura et magnifica, sed et vera
dicturus. Scirc in priuiis velim, ullusne ” septeiu poiitis, praeter
Jitnriolkoiftum et Tarnfem Latine redditus apud vos prodierit. Li-
brum meum, quern ben™ nitidum reddet Baumgartius pumex, ex-
peota. Mater inea dilectisskna omnium mulierum fnit, ut semper
‘putavi, optima; est, ut confido,'~'sanctissima ; ego me luctu nia-
cerare non desinam. Te et Sciiultensiam tuam ben”™ valere, si
guam citissime certior factus fuero, id raihi eritgratissimum._ Vale.

- No. XXXVIII.

Baron HEVICZKY to Sir W. JONES.

Londres, 30 Juin, 1789.
MoNSIEUIt,

Par la”~Vestak, frigate qui devoit conduire ™ la
Chine le Colonel Cathcart, je vous ai envoy6 une lettre, Monsieur,
en réponse a une belle epitre Persanne, que le Sr. Elmsley libraire
dans le Strand m'a fait tenir de votre part, et qui m’a servi d’'un
t™\oignage bien agrcable du precieux souvenir dont vous coa-
m’ ItfAtStir, malgr™ la distance des lieux qui nous s6pare.
JVA.s j'ai s9«Uvinxer Colonel ~tant mort en chemin la Vestale 6toit
retourn6e en Jterre, et j'ai lieu de soupfonner que par cet
Ch n * Qccitlent’

e

«
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accident ma lettre n'a pas atteint sa destination. J'ai refii flepuis
peu un superbe ouvrage que vous avez fait imprimer ™ Calcutta,
et qui feroit honneur k la plus celebre imprimerie de I'Europe, ac-
compagn6 d’une aussi 616gantc qu’obligcante lettre, ou j'ai reconnue
la main de quelque tris-habile ChattAt, si suis encore en 6tat
d’enjugcr, car en v6rite, faute de continucr i\ cirltiver les langues
Orientales, elles me sont devenues si “trangercs, (juc si je n'en
avois jamais rien appris. Je n'ai pas encore vu la belle 6criture
Arabe si bien rendue par I'imprimcrie, (jue dans le po6me Persan
dont vous m’avez fait llionneur de me gratifier. Je suis bicn facM
que pendant nion sejour A Londrcs j'ai 6t6 prive de votre ch”re
coin])Bgnie, qui m’auroit d’'une resource infinie ; et j’ignore
encore si je jouirai de ce bonhcur lors de votre retour, me voyant
oblig™ de suivre bientot ma nouvelle destination k Naples, oCf
I'Empereur m'a nomm6 son Ministre. Mais quelle que soit ma
destin™e, je vous prie d’etre persuade, que l'absence et I'6loigne-
ment ne changeront jamais rien ~ la resolution que Jai prise
d’etfe toute ma ﬁie par reconnoissance et par inclination, .

Votre trcs humble et trlI*s obeissant, *

Serviteur,

R E V IC Z K L
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Appendix. A.

The Design of “ Britain Ditcovcred,” an Heroic Poem, in Twelve Boohst

]13y william .jokes.

Ne carmine quidem ludere contrariuin fuerit: ideoque
mihi videtur M. 'Jullius tnntum intulissc elugiiciitiae lumen, quod
in hos quoque studionim secessus excurrit

Quintil. Instit. 1 x. 5.*

The lIdea of an Epic Poem, at Spa, Juhj 1770, Anno atat, 23.*

BBITAIN DISCOVERED: - °
A POEM.

IN nyELVE BOOKS.

THE. DESIGN.

THE fifst hint of this poem was suggested b3 a pas-
sage in a letter of Spenser ,to Sir Walter Kaleigli, where hajjhig
explained his intention in writing the Fairy Quc -L”™ie adip”™”™t
if he found' hi» image of Prince Arthur, and *jmAegory o”the
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twelvd pvivate virtues to be well accepted, be might, perhaps, be
encouraged to frame the other part of political virtues in his person,
after he came to be king. What Spenser never lived to perform,
it is my design in some measure to supply, and in the short in«
tferVals of my leisure from the fatigues of the bar, to finish an heroic
j)oem on the excellence of our Constitution, and the character of a
perfect king of England.” c

When this idea first presented itself to my mind, I found my-
self obliged, though unwillingly, to follow the advice of Bossu,
who insists, that a poet should choose his subject in the abstract,
and then search in the wide field of universal'history for a hero
exactly fitted to his purpose. ISly hero was not easy to be found ;
for the story of King Arthur, which might have been excellent in
the sixteenth century, has lost its dignity in the eighteenth; and it
seemed below a writer of any genius to adopt entirely a plan
chalked out by others ; not to mention, that Milton had a de-
sign in his youth, of making Arthur his hero; that Dryden 'has
given us a sketch of his intended poem on the same subject; and
that' even Blackmore had taken the same story; whose steps it
were a.disgrace to follow.

It only remains, therefore, to have recourse to allegory and tra-
dition ; and to give the poem a double sense; in the first of which,
its subject is simply this, the discovery of our island by the Tyrian
adventurers, who f¥yst gave it the name of Britain; in the second,
or allegorical sense, it exhibits the character above mentioned, of a
perfect Jking of this country,—a character the most glorious and
be~ficial of any that the warmest imagination can form. It
repine’ s the danger to which a king of England must necessarily
be ~posed, th~nxecs which he must avoid, and the virtues and

j great
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greats qualities with which he must be adorned. On tha”Wiole,
Britain discovered, is intended ifs a poetical panegyric on our
excellent Constitution, and as a pledge of the author’s attachmerit
to it; as a national epic poem, like those of Homer, Virgil, Tasso,
Camoens, designed to celebrate the honours of his Country, to*
display in a striking light the most imj)ortan” principles of politics
and morality, and to inculcate these gjand maxims, that nothing
can shake our state, while the true liberty of the subject remains
united with the dignity of the sovereign, and, that iu all states,
virtue is the only sure basis of private and public happiness.

A work of this natuie might indeed have been m'itten in prose,
either in the form of a treatise, after the example of Aristotlei .or
of a dialogue, in the manner of Tull}?, whose six books on govern- .
ment are now unhappily lost ; or perhaps in imitation of Lord
Bolingbroke, who has left us something of the same kind in his*
idea of a patriot king: but as poetry has the allowed advantage
over mere prose, of instilling moral precepts in a manner more
lively and ei“Mertaitiing, it was thought proper to deliver the whole
subject in regular nteasure, under the fiction of an heroic jrd,

ver~\ture.

The poem will be written in rhyme, like the translation of the
lliad by Pope, and of the Eneid by Dryden ; since it Jas ieen
found by experience, that the verses of those poets not only make
a deeper impression on the mind, but are more easily retained in
the memory, than blank verse, »vhich must necessarily be too dif-
fuse, and in general can only be distinguished from prose [)y the
aftectation of obsolete or foreign idioms, inversions, and swellij,
epithets, all tending to destroy the beauty of our language,
consists in a natural sweetness and unaffected pj~-Cfcuity : rfC”o
insist that a writer who finds himself obliged toijjg”™ne his sei(ni>

vmen”«

*
>> . |
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ments iji a narrow circlc, Avill be less liable to run inta luxuriance,
and more likely to attain that "roundness of diction so justly ad-
mired by the ancients. As to the monotony wluch many people
Qoniplain of in our English rhymes, that defect, which is certainly
'iM small one, if we admit only those endings which are exactly
similar, must be.jcomp3nsated by ajudicious variation of the pauses,
an artful diversity of niodulation, and chie”y by avoiding too near
a return of the same endings.

The machinery is taken partly from the Socratic doctrine of
attendant spirits, or benevolent angels, like Thvrsis in the Masque
of Conuis; and partly from the Scriptural account of evil spirits
worshipped in Asia, under the names of Baal, Astarte, Nisroc,

, Dagon, Mammon, Moloch, and in ancient Europe, where Cadmus
i#itroduced them under those of Jupiter, Venus, Mars, Neptune,
w/uloan, Pluto. If any objection be made to these machines, they
may- be considered as allegorical, like Spenser’s knights and pay-
nims'; the good spirits may be said to represent the virtues® and
the evil ones the vices.
«

Tjie action, or story of the piece, is raised upon the tradition
before-mentioned, that the Phoenicians first discovered the island
of Briitaiu; but the rest must be wUally supplied by iuvention.

A prince of Tyre, therefore, whom we may name Britanus or
Britan, shocked at the cruelty of his countrymen in sacrificing their
prisoners to idols, and at their impiety in paying divine honours to
evil spirits, bad meditated a voyage to some distant coast; with

. whicb'intent, pretending to prepare for an expedition against some
147ution, he had built a number of barques, and secured to his
inj*ats a cq” any of enterprising youths, but was doubtful whi-

tltr.-he s™QuIfI™ *ect his course,’ till his attendant spirit, llamiel,
N

: appeared
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appesfredlo him in a vision, commending his jVious resohitiofi,*nnfl
advising him to seek a beautiful isle in the west, wherr, after a
variety of dangers on earth and sea, he would reign in peace, and
be the progenitor of a noble race, who would profess a true and
benevolent religion, and excel all iJther nations in learning, arts*
and valour. At the same time, the spirit she\ed hwi the picture of
a lovely nymph who than ruled the island, attended by damsels of
her own nature. The prince, animated by this vision, and deeply
enamoured with the idea of the nymph, who, in the allegorical sense,
represents Liberty, left the coast of Phopnicia, and sailed towards

Egypt.

I'hese circumstances, being previous to the action, are not re-
lated till the second book; for, at the opening of the poem, after =
the usual introduction, the prince is brought with his companions to
the mouth of the Nile; he lands, and advances towards the cTty*
of Memphis, but is met in a forest by Ramiel, in the shape ?>f a
venerrfble sage, who conducts him to the palace of the Egyptian
king, where Jie sees the temple of science, the pyramids (then ju/t ,
begun), and other amazing edifices. After a splendid repast, h?i*
desf>red to relate the motives of his voyage.— The subject of the
next book has been already explained ; but it will be diversified,
like all the rest, with several speeches, dcscrij)tions, and episodes.—
The third book begins with a consultation of the evil deities wor-
shipped in Phamicia; whose various characters are delineated. 7'he
debate is opened by Baal, who, in a furious speech, complains of
the insult offered to their temples by the expedition of the Tyrians,
and discourses with malignity on the future happiness of their de-
scendants. Various stratagemij are proposed, to obstruct their prg*
gress. At last, Astarte offers to allure the chief wjth the
pleasure. Mammon to tempt him with’riches ; 1> promisc”™o
attack his fleet, Nisroc to engage liim in a despeiSte war, Moloch
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to jftswt his enemies by his enchantment, and Baal himself to sub-
vert his government, by instilhng into his mind a fondness of ap-
bitrary power. In the mean while, the Tyrians are*at sea, accom-
panied by Ramiel, who, in the character of a sage, had offered to
*conduct them; they are drivin by a tempest back to Cyprus,
where Astart6, »ih th”~shape'of a beautiful princess, like the nytrph
before described, attempts to seduce therhero by all the allure-
ments of voluptuousness, which he resists at length by the assistance
of the guardian spirit, and leaves the island, where he had almost
been induced to settle, mistaking it for the western isle described to
him in his vision. — In the fourth book, after an invocation to the
nymphs of Thames, the virgin Albina is represented conversing with
her damsels in Albion ;—her dream, and love of the 'I'yrian prince,
m whose image had been shewn to her in a rivulet by the Genius of
the isle. The Phoenicians, landing in Crete, are received by Baal,
ewho had taken the form of the Cretan king, and discourses to the
pririce in praise of tyranny, but is confuted by the sage.— The fifth
book represents a pation in peace ; a meeting, raised by th6 insti-
, ~tion of Baal, is appeased; arts, manufactures, -and sciences
bffgin to flourish. As tlie Tyrians sail along tlie coast of the Medi-
terranean, the sage, at the request of Britan, describes to him the
state of Greece,. Italy, and the Gauls, and relates rather obscurely,
by way of prophecy, the future glory and decline of Athens and
Rome. — The Phoenicians reach the streights, at the opening of the
sixth book. The evil spirits assemble, and determine, since most
of their stratagems had failed, to attack them by violence. Dagon
raises a tempest and a great commotion in the elements, so that
the ‘(sliole fleet is cawered with darkness: Ramiel encourages the
m gjiimioee, and, pretending to retire fro™ danger on account of his age,
AL”~ons a le”on of genii, or benevolent angels, and engages the
eT/spirits inVXC air. Nisroc, in hopes of intimidating Britan,
a”ears to hinrxti‘all his horrors; the prince expostulates with him,
*< and
*m
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and dari"s *™velin tit the spirit, but is seized by Mammon* anil*
carried in a cloud to a distant part of the globe ; upon which,
mRamiel, whose power may be supposed to be limited, and who
might think that the virtue of the prince should be put to a sever#
trial, leaves him for a time, and flies, in his o™wn sliaj)e, to the man*
sion of the beneficent genii.— The seventh byt>k is®wholiy taken up
with a description of the opposite hcmi#j)here, to which tlie prince
4s conveyed by Mammon, whose palace and treasure are dc- |,
scribed ; the Tyrian chief is almost tempted to desist from his en-
terprise, and to reside in America with the adorers of INfannnon :—
the inconveniences of an oligarchy displayed. 'Jhe evil spirits
being dispersed, light returns to the Tyrians, who find themselves
in the ocean, but, misshig their leader and the sugt?, disi)ute about
tlie regency, and are on the point of separatingthe danger of
anarcliy: at length havingan admiral ami a commander, they Innd.
on the coast of Gaul, at the beginning of the eighth book. Njsroc
incites the king of that country to attack them ; hence is doduccd
the ofigin of the/iational t'nmily between the Knglish and French.
The guardian spirits assemble; their speeches ; the genius of AU
proposes to conduct Albina to the palace of Mammon, in order to
roiwe the hero from liis inactivity. — In the ninth book, tlie war in
Gaul is supported with alternate succcss, and various heroes dis-
tinguish themselves on both sides by their valour or virtue. Moloch
contrives an enchanted valley between the Gallic city and the
I"hoenician camp, which distresses the I'yiians extremely, wiu', de-
spairing of the prince’s return, are encouraged and assisted by
,J{amicl. — In the tenth book, the genius appears to Albina, relates
to her tiie situation of Britan, and passes with her disguisecl like <
young warriors, through the Centre of the earth; they rst® a
msudden in the gardens of Mammon, and discoj Q themselvei to
the prince, who returns with them to [I'urope.iM”I'he n)alevorent
' j spirits, thus baffled in all their attempts, debate, in the rkven"W

n 30
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,.bool” ftpon taking more vigorous rtxeasures, .id rti h'nnl’tiv hnzarcl
a decisive battle,with the guartlian angels. The war in Gaul con-
.tinued ; a bloody combat; the Tyrians put to flight: Britan and
,Albina appear and rally them; the evil deities defeated ; Gaul
subdued; the Phoenicians pass the enchanted valby. — In the last
book, the victoTious ‘army march along the coast of Prance, till
they discern the rocks, of Albion ; upon which, they embark and
cross the channel, attended by the invisible genii, who sit in the
sails. The nuptials of Britan, who gives his name to the island,
with Albina, that is, in the more hidden sense, of royalty with
liberty. The Tyrians choose their brides among the other nymphs.
Raipiel conducts the king and queen of BHtain to the top of a
high mountain, since called Dover Cliff, whence he shews them the
extent of their empire, points to its different rivers, forests, and
plains, foretels its future glory, and, having resumed his celestial

form, flies to heaven ; the hero and nymph de«cend from the moun”
tain astonished and delighted.

¢ o

BRITAIN DISCOVERED.
UOOK I.

T he daring chief who left the Tyrian shore.

And, led by angels, durst new seas explore.
Commands my boldest strain. Thro’ dire alarms.
The shock of tempests, and the clash of arms,

- He sought the main where blissful Albion lay.
And, heav'n-defended, took his anxious way.
Tho’ air-horn fiends his wand’ring fleet assaird,

( 'Withimy”~as rage; yet love and truth prevail'd.

u |/ — e
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VI

HEROIC POEM.

THE ARGUMENTS.

BOOK 1.

THE Vhaniciam having landed near Tartessus, are unkindly r«-
ceived bj the natives; their leader, Britan, sends PAentr aud
Hertnion, as his ambassadors, to the king of lberia, who treats them <
with indignity, rejects the proffered union, and commands them tam”

N leave his coast. In the mean time, the prmce of Tifre wanders, to
p;jneditate on his destined enterprise, into a forest; where his at-
tendant spirit appears to him in the character of a Druid, warns
him of approaching dangers, and exhorts him to visit in disguise
the court of king Lusus: he consents ; is conducted to the banks
of the Tagus, with a harp and oafken.garland; and is hospitably
N entertained by the sovereign of Lusitania, who prevails on him to
rcRite tlie history of his life and fortunes. The narrative begins

® from his vision of Arbione Ilii the groves of Tyre, and his con-
m sultation of the Memphian sages, to his arrival in Greece, He visits
D ido, his father's sister, then employed in building A

debate between Phenix and tlie Carihagviian chi®jjjjon the besf™os-
sible form of government.
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, . A U
The gods of ISDIA -laiUis, bj.
. MahMhn, tb* nowcr of *»n_ wunibers, characters,,
attributes, imn « f2ndan’j. <s Gangd announces the

views and voyage cf it*Tyrian heiu ; expresses her apprehensions,
of his ultiiw.te >uccess”/but advises the most vehement opposition
to him ; declaring, that his victory will prove the origin of a won-
derful nation, who will possess themselves of her banks, profane
bcr waters, mock the temples of the Indian divinities, aj>propriate
the wealth of their adorers, introduce new laws, a new religion, a
Hew government, insult the Brdhmens, and disi'egard the sacred
ordinances of Brihmd. After a solemn debate, itis agrt-ed to exert
all their powers, and to begin with obstructing the passage of the
‘Phanician fleet into the Atlantic, by hurling a vast mountain into
the straits; they proceed immediately to a variety of hostile ma-

chinations.
c

\Y BOOK 111.
« »

The narrative of Britan continued, with a description of the Gre-
cian islands, of the Italian and Gallic shores, and closed with an«; e~
account of the tempest that Gompelled him to land on the coast of
Iberia. The Kking of Ltmitania, foreseeing tl>e future greatness of.
the prince, secretly envies him, but promises friendly aid in pri-®
rate, assigning reasons for his ina'bility to give open succour. Britan
departs, and proceeds, toward GauZ, in order to view the channel
and beautiful isle, that were destiiied to perpetuate his name. *

BOpK IV-
The hero, still disguised, and attended by his tutelary genius, tra-
vels the coa»' of Gaul; learns tliat the king of that country, =
Can*.U8, invited an embassy from lberia, and instigated by

. - the ,
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extirpating
ad actually
Jie returns
f ph-its, per-
n convention

War is begun in form, and various actions of heroes are related ;
the Indian gods intermix in fight, and are opposed hy the guardian
spirits. Tartessm taken by storm: in a coiujcil of Tyrian chiefs, it
is proposed by Lekxy to leave the coast victorious, and sail instantly
to Albion; but the impracticability of that plan is evinced by a
messenger, who announces the sudden obstruction of the sliips.
Britan then proposes, as a measure distrcssiuJ but necessary, tN
pursue their course with vigour throughand Gaul; thati”™if
conquer'd, they might perish gloriously; ifconquerorsfmight sgizc
the hostile galjeys, tind in them pass the channel.” 'I'he proposal iw
received with bursts of applause, and the Phatiician troops
drawn out in complete array.

BOOK VI.

Various exploits and events in battle. The actions of JnUra,
god of air, with His seven evil genii ; of Ra/nuy Belabadra, Nared,
and Cartic. The Tyrians, in deep distress, apply to Lusus, who
assists them coldly. The Celts areyevery-wijere successful; and the
GaiUc fleet covers the bay.

BOG”™ VII.
The guardian spirit prepares the nymph Atbione for pros”rous
events; encourages Britan, but announces imr”ient periJ»™ then

leaves him on pretence of assisting at ccvtiximBruidical rittd. A
- tt-"ibfb
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terrible comb?* 4.
godf» and the tute
of the straits, and

the name X>f'*a™rr» Jt
having been wjx T
darts of MahSsa, N vdr-
prising retreat of the araiy. unciv .0 - ~can.

BOOK VIII.

Tlie Druid returns with a relation of oracular answers in the
Celtic temples, concerning the destiny of Albion™ and the Atlantides™
or New World: the future American war and the defence of Gib-
rnltar by«*different names, are obscurely shadowed in the prediction.
An obstinate naval fight; in which, Britan is wouiuied by an
arrow of fire, but protected and carried from the fleet by his at-

tendant angel.
1 L ]

BOOK IX. .

% The genius transports Britan to the isle of Albion ; which is de-
scribed by its mountains, vales, and rivers; then uninhab*ted,
except by nymphs and beings of a superior order. The palace
and gardens of Albione ; who completes the cure of her lover, and
acquiesces in his return to the army; having first, at his request,
told her own adventures, arid related the separation of her island
from the coastof GaulL

book'X.N
The Gallic array arrayed: the actions of their chiefs. A variety
of distress-involves the Tyrians by sea and land; they are driven to
their~rka, and enclosed on both sides; until their prince appear-
ing srJdenly amd™“them, rouses their courage, and performs the
)st, Tieroic achievements, by which the scale of succes”™is com-

, r pMely



