
% m st thife !  did to give m yfeif time to take all nieafures poflible to prafticc 

upon the brewers, and to provide againll the bad conlequences o f  the diftrefs, 

i f  it fliould happen, and in all events to render the rogues the more manifeftly 17*5.

inexcufable, refolved at the fame time, whenever they began to leave o f  brew­

ing, ^o beg^n all forts o f  fevere methods to terrifie and punifh.

I fotihd it imprafticable to do any thing with the brewers before they de- 

Cfted from brewing, becaufe they were convinced by their advifers, that their 

confpiracy would have the effeft they iwended, and that I durft not proceed 

farther againft them. Some o f them, I believe, were fenfibic of their being in 

the wrong, but either by fecret oaths or other engagements, were fo linked to­

gether, that the moft moderate amoung them thought themfelves under a 

necelfity o f at leaft fliowing fome regard to their mutual promifes or oaths.

M any o f them had diis farther terror upon them, that i f  they deferted their 

brethren, they would lofe their whole trade in diis town, and that all their cuf- 

tomers would leave them. But above all, the thing which united tliem moft was, 

that they believed, and do fo to this day, that I  am a6ling againft the fecret 

inclinations o f  the king only to fupport fir Robert Walpole, that he is next 

feffions o f  parliament to fall, and that one Mr. Poultncy would have all in his 

hands, in conjunftion with Dundafs and the duke o f Roxburg. Thus, inftead 

o f  being confidered as one having the favour o f  the miniftry, they think I am 

aEling a defperate game, out o f  private views and refentments, and for which 

I  am very fbon to fuffer; however, as nothing o f this nature was unforfeen, 

when I left London, it neither has nor fhall make the Icaft imprelCon 

' upon me. ’
T h ey commonly brew here three times a week, Mondays, Wenfdays, and 

Frydays, in this town and the adjacent places fubjeft to the town’s duty, about 

8 or 900 barrels each brewing. On Fryday night laft, I had notice fent me, 

that they had all left of, except Bailie Simplon, who fubmitted at firft; but; J 

had intelligence, tliat they had the Wenfday preceding brewed a double quan­

tity, and that they kept their brewhoufes fo ready, that they could begin to 

brew upon a minute’s warning, having all their fires made up ready to light, 

when they pleafed. I had further intelligence from different quarters, that 

■the moft fubftantial o f  them had great difficulty to prevail with the poorer 

fort to  defift from brewing the Fryday night, and that they had prevailed upon 

them only by affuring them that they would defire to engage tham no farther 

than the Wenfday after, and if  their fcheme (which they afi&rmcd to be i/ifal- 

v o t .  II. PART 11. 3 N fible)
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Period !|I. Jjble) did not then anfwer their pui|^re« that thiejr muft fu b fiiU , |  had 

Saturday fome hopes o f  the leaders giving up, the reft, but vfjigthef 

17*5, they got, as I have heard, a private exprefs confirtpiiig (them in t&eir 

refolutions, or whether they did it only to amufe ntve, and make me iof^ 

time till .the diftrefs (hould come on, I cannot teil; huwev^, as I not 

get my brfethren that day together to advife the cxecuuon o f  the w arr^ ts, fn d  

having fome rcafonto fufpeft one o f  t)iem to have altered his way o f  tbiqkr 

ing, befides the clamour o f the church, i f  they had on.Saturday nigVit .been 

deprived o f  the fpiritual alEftance from the pulpits on Sunday, 1 refolyed to 

be quiet till Monday, when I got together lord prefident, lord Newhall, lord 

R oyfton, and lord M ilton. A ll the reft were out o f  town, but lord Cullen, 

who, when he ftiould have come to us was afleep, M d his lervanis yvrould not 

wake him. '
Upon our meeting, I  acquainted my brethren with the great merit they 

had with the king and the minifters, by their feal'onable interpofmg their au­

thority againft the confpiracy o f the brewers, that 1 underllood there were ■ 

warrants figned by my lord prefident in name o f  the court o f  felfion for the 

inaprifoning them for their contempt, if  they Ihould not fubmit by the ipth o f  

Auguft, that thefe warrands had been delayed in hopes that there would be no 

immediate occafion for them till the time o f  the meeting o f  the court, but that 

BOW fince the confpirators had a£iually began their attempt to ftarve this town, 

I  thought we could be no longer anfwerable to the kin'g, to the court o f  fef- 

fiop, or to our country, if  the'leaders of this fediuon were not immcdiatly im- 

prifoncd. M y lord prefident faid, that he had thofe warrands figned in hands, 

and was o f  ray opinion, that they fiiould fome o f  them be put in execution, 

only defired to have our advice for that end. L ord  Newhall declared againft it, 

and fî id it being now put o f fefliontime, wq could do nothing, that thofe war­

rants were intended only in terrorem,, and that he did not, l;>clieve the imprifon- 

ing any o f  the brewers would do any good. I anfwered, that although the 

court o f  felEon was not now fitting, thofe. warrants,were figned in court, and 

that it was impoflible they could be executed, but out o f term time, .becaufe 

they were conditional* v if. unlefs the brewers fubmittpd befpre.,tlje j,oth o f  

Auguft. I)Jov the tfgrm ended the }aft p f July, ei^er thpfe wafifantiS were i lk f  

. gal, or they could now bci.exccuted j that as a member, the ^Qijrt p f 

1 could not juftifi^ m yfelf to the pj^rliament, if  I (hou|d b e jh o u g k  gwil.ŷ  

fupprefiing the orders o f  the courts made oa fp ibleinjn g p o c o ^ n .fo r  the pub-

lic k
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U ik goodi therefore I hoped my lord prefident would dehVer waffans Ttimultiii^ 

4j|aihft five o f  rtiem, whom I was informed were the leaders ahd fedtiCcrs o f  th e . 

feft. I was forced to take upon me, on this occafion, more than fell to my fltare, i7 jj.

for I ventured to fay, that thofe warrandi would have had all the effeft we de- 

fircd*in terroreni, i f  the brewers had not fufpefted or known that tlicre would 

be fome difficulty in putting them in execution, and that if  the lords of the feC. 

fion layd afide thofe commitments, I thdughr they had nothing to do but to 

plead guilty, when the court met, to the indiftment which Dundafs bad drawn 

agatnft them, and which they burnt by the hands o f  the conlmon hangman.

L ord  Royfton and Milton fuj)ported me, and the prcffident (not forry, I believe, 

to fee Newhall in the wrong box) declared that he would deliver out to the 

proper officer, warrants againft thofe brewers whom I had nartiftdj and accord­

ingly, I believe, they are now all in prifon. They will immediatly be charged 

with indiQmehts for their ^confpii‘acy, ah^ the tryals may begin after the ex­

piration o f fifteen days; I think their crime tonfidered irt all its circumftances, 

dcfcrves a vei-y fevere punifhment, but how far I fhall perfwade my* brethren 

to go, I can’t tell. I will in this, as well as every thing elfe, carrie my head at 

high as poffible, fo that the people Ihall cither think 1 am playing the better 

6 f  the lay, or that I am diftra£lcd.

W enfday, Auguft 25. W e  have already feperatdd fome o f the brewers 

from the combination,, for On Munday laft, thefe brewed, viz'. Bailie Simpfort 

(who complied at firfl) M rs. Elliot, M aggy Johnfon, M r. M ackie, M r. Angus 

(brews this night"). Peter Campbell, the com  merchant, has hired a brcw- 

houfe, and aftually brewed on Munday, and v/ill continue. I  make no doubt 

but we fhall get the better o f this confpiracy here, upon which all the malfters 

in Scotland depend; the Edenburg brewers are the-chofen chanipions for the 

caufe, and therefore coute que coute they muft be fubdued. I am no ways ap- 

prehenfive o f  any infurreftion here or any where e lfe ; the diftrefs o f  thfl 

town is the only inconvenience I forfed in the profecution o f  the prefent mea- 

fures, I fay thii tcwn, becaufe in all other places o f  Scotland, the puiblick 

brewers ferve very few private fatnilies. A s for the danger o f wanting bread 

here, I have heard all that can be faid on that fubjefl, and thiok it a mere 

jeft, for bread can certainly be made without yeft. I know how to do it my- 

felf, 4it21 as my friend Peter Campbell has turhed brewer, I ’l tiirn baker, i f  

nothing elfe will convince them; the bakers h^re arc well afFel l̂ed, and fo I  

thiiik there’s nothing in it. I f  the warn o f  ale turns into too great a grievance
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Period li l .  to  be fupported, and that the combination does not ceafe, as I believe it w ilt  

the magiftrates o f  Edenburg (who dare do little openly) have agreed to let 

»7*j. their officers connive at the importation, from the country around, o f a k , not 

only without fubjefting thefe country brewers for all they brew to the towo’s 

duty, but without demanding any thing for what they fhall import. In thb  

event, I  believe the dragoon horfes muft fetch in the drink; for the neibour- 

ing country places have been made to believe, that thefe brewers o f Edenburg 

are fo formidable, that they fent us word, that though they are 'willing to en­

deavour to fupply the town, yett they dare not fend their own fervants and 

horfes.
T he ftate o f  Aberdeenftire is very extraordinary. I am informed from 

thence, that the earl o f  Rothes’s clerk, who is likewife clerjt to the juftices o f  

the peace, has fuppreffed thefe fourteen days the new commiffion o f the peace, 

and that fome o f  the malfters who at firft allowed enterance to the officers o f  ex­

cise, now think fit to refufe. This latter part o f  the news I have from the board 

o f  excife. Thus it is that the king is ferved in this country, and thefe are the 

difficulties I meet with daily in other fliapes, over and above that o f  introduc­

ing a new tax, which though unreafonably, unjuftly, and extravagantly oppofcd 

here, yet is not the moft popular thing to do in any place whatfoever,. and am 

very much o f opinion, that i f  things continue on this foot, with refpetl to the 

adminiftration o f Scodand being Jelo de fci neither cuftoms nor excife, nor 

hardly any law will have force in this country. But let all that be as it will, as 

long as I  have the law in my hand, and fifty men to fupport me, I wont give 

tjie leaft way to any infuk, nor fliall I boaft o f  any merit in the matter, when 

there are fo. many o f  the king’s fubjefts, who for fixpence a day (in point o f  

firmnefs) do more.

O ne o f  the leaders o f  the brewers, who is now in the tolbooth, had the im- 

jpudence to  defire one to propofe to me, that the lords o f  the feffion ftiould 

privately agree to connive at three o f their number fufpending thefe com­

mitments,. and the juftices o f the peace Chould adjourn the confideration o f  

the fuit o f the board c f  excife againft them till the parliament met. I  anfwer- 

ed, that no three lords o f  the feffion durft fiifpend their commitment, and that 

I {hould, as a juftice pf^he peace, this day declare in publick, that ( ie  breviers 

here were perlbns whofe aQions called more for the veng^aooe o f  the law thaa 

the leaft favour from the government, ^ a t  I  forfaw they would laft be 

compelled to beg for mercy when it would be too late  ̂ 1 have the ptifoQers

difpofed
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di(iK»red in diflrrent prifons to prevent their encouraging one another, or ia -  Tumdb i*

flueiKang the reft by any joint advice, and 1*1 endeavour to hinder any o f  the ■

brewers having accef&^to them. This afternoon the juftices o f  the peace met| tja§.

where the brewers who were fummoned offered a petition, a copy o f which I  

fend t(\Mr. W alpole. W e  had about twenty juftices prefent. I conniv«d at the 

abfence of. the magiftrates o f Edenborg, who are in the commilTion, in regard 

to their approaching eleftions,. though they offered to attend if  I pleafed: 1 
fpoke to the brewers, liy  way o f  anfwer to their petition, and there being pre- 

fent a vaft number o f people, I faid every thing L  could think of,, not only for 

the fake o f  the brewers, but o f  the audience too.

I muft tell you one thing o f  the fpeQators,. which I  did not expeQ, noi* in­

deed could, have hoped for,, which was, that they behaved themfelves very 

decently during the whole proceeding, nor could I obferve the leaft murmur or 

impertinence. One o f  the brewers mentioned the objeftion about the ftock in 

hand, which I ftated large to my brethren juftices* and {hey unanimoufly 

overuled it. All the cxcufe the brewers made for not giving bond for the duty, 

was their poverty,rand-that they muft firft pay their creditors, o f  whom they had 

bought their corn. W e  gave judgment againft them for the double dutyi and 

they have appealed to th<? quarter feffions, as they are allowed by aft o f  par­

liament; forefeeing this appeal, and that fix days are to be allowed them, be­

tween the firft fentence and the appeal being heard; we yefterday adjourned 

the quarter feffions to Thurfday fennight,.at which time thefe judgments w ill 

be made final.

I had forgot one other defence the brewers made, viz. that the gauger* 

bad not done them juftice in meafuring their malt, or rather that the brewers 

did not know whether the meafuring was right, upon which M r. Baron K enedy 

told them, that he believed the board o f  excife would be fo indui^ent to them, 

as to order the.malt to be gauged over again in prefence o f  themfelves or 

any they ftiould appoint, and afked them, if in that cafe they would give bond 

for the ta x ; to which they anfwered, no, for they had nbt money. M r.

Dodfwel, who is fecretary to the excife, is extreamly ufefull and able in his 

buffinefst if it were not for him, that board could do nothing} the two conji. 

miffionersi however {kilful they may be in the lower parts o f  their buffinefs, 

faj? from being able to ,eondu£l the management o f  the excife here, which 

requires authority, fpirit, and a proper behaviour, fuiting an office that ought 

to  carfie re%e6t with it in this country. Inftead o f  all this, the whole tmvn

knows
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P«r5oSMlt» |cn<)v̂ s that they art frigbtned out o f  theil' wits, that thqr lie in difierenf places, 

Cording as the panic feizes them, and before this mutiny began, they bad hired 

i7ij> a little hut jointly, for v/hich they pay five pounds a year, and have defertftd a 

ftiilling ordinary, becaufe it. was too dear. Thefe are circumttances that hray 

feem tritial, but in a country like this, where by a long feries o f no adtniniftra- 

tion* the mere letter o f the law has little or r»o weight with the people, it mud 

fee fupported, by the concurrent influence o f  every thin^ that any ways tend to 

the dignity, authority, refpeft, and reputation o f thofe in office.

' A uguft 26, Thurfday. O ur work goes on pretty well, I believe r fhall 

jhavc three more brewers light their fires to night, and one o f them is the moft 

confiderable in the town, fo that I make no doubt o f  dragging them all in very 

foon, and I hitherto perfift in having no apprehenfion o f  publick difturbances: 

i f  any happen, they fhall be too foon over to make any tioife. I  had this day 

& letter from Chelfea, by which I fee my friends the brewers here, will in a 

Kttle time be informed o f the ftate o f  their affairs. Adieu.

T hey threatned fo hard at Dyfart, that if  Logie or his brethren came there, 

they fhould be deftroyed, fo that Logie fent a protellation, and I could not 

delire gendemen o f diftin6tion to go to be drub’d, or perhaps murdered. I 

am told they had gathered great numbers o f  people"in and about the town to 

be ready for mifchief as occafion fhould o ffe r; I did not think it very fafe 

to have any troops fent from hence in the condition, we are in; bcfldes they 

vo u ld  have faid, that the array was made u fe o f to choofe raagillrates. T here 

met yefterday eight o f  the other fide, and though twelve was a quorum, thofe 

«ight have prefumed to have a tnagiftracy elefted, and have pul them in pof- 

feffion; whether they fhould be proceeded againfl by a fufpenfion here, or 

by complaint above, I have not yet had time to confider.

E A R L  OF  I L A Y  T O  S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .

Relates the means which he took to JufpreJs the combination o f brewers.

SIR, Edenborgh, Friday, Auguft V], 17*5.

Campbell J  Forgot by the laft poll to inclofe this petition o f  the brewers, vh ich  they 

Paper*. offered at tbe late meeting o f juHices o f the peace. Yefterday they made 

an application to the magiftrates, dcfiring them to intercedc witJi me, that tlieijf 

brethren might be list at liberty, and that nothing Ihould be exaSed o f them 

beibre the paxliameot met. The m agiilm es were i%ry fenfible how imper«

tinent
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tineatnthis appUcation was* but thought it better that I fiiould return an anfwer Tmnitrts ft 

than they’ : accordingly, I  was this day attended by the magiftrates and town ■

Councel, when the petition was read. I  thereupon acquainted the town cotui* i/aj, 

cel, that all mild methods had been purfued to induce the brewers to an o b c -  

dienCe to  the Jaws, but that now. they had made fo bad a ufe of the lenity o f  

the government,, that I would let t]iem know that they fhould foon feel th f 

confeq-uence o f their crimes, that this city was now in all the diftrefs which 

their confpiracy could bring upon it, and I would take that time to Ihow thein 

how ktde I was to be intimidated; that inflead o f  releafing thofe in prifon* 

who would this day receive their iiidiftments for their crimes, I would on 

Saturday have five more o f  the moft criminal imprifoned and sndi£led, the 

nature of thv'ir crimes and the.r punifhment, I fliould foon pronounce to then* 

in another p lace; diat their wicked defigns had failed o f  fuccefs, for t had 

takeh care tbat the town Ihould be fiipplied with drink, and that already»ten o f  

eleven o f  their trade had fubmitted, and did b re w : thefe 1 fhould probably 

recommend to the lords juftices as proper objefts o f  his majeftie’s mercy, but 

for the reft, who plead compaflion even during the time o f  their criminal ob^ 

ftinacy, I thought it an infolent application, and that in compaffion to the in* 

nocent, I would execute the laws againft the guilty.

In about three hours after this, one o f them lighted his fire, and fell to brew» 

ing, and two o f  the name o f Campbell, whom I fcnt word to, that they (hould be 

more feverely handled (if pofliblej than any others, promifed to brew this night.

1 know for certain they are all difconcerted amoung themfelves, and I think 

the tieck o f the whole plot is broke. T his day at noon, there came fome barrels 

o f drink from the country, people came in the ftreet, and defired to buy drink, 

upon which the fellow tap’ d the barrels, and in a very little time retailed out 

all his ale, without the leall difturbance, and to the great fatisfatlion o f  his cuf- 

tomers. The rogues now are fenfible that they can neither ftarve the town, nor 

raifc any tumult, but^blame me for letting ale come in free o f the town'*s duty;

I am forced to allow the magiftrates to excufe themfelves, by faying they dare 

not hinder it, for fear o f  me. I dont yet hear o f  above one baker, who pre­

tends to be diftrefled for want o f  yeft, and he is one H ay, o f  lord Tweddale’s 

fafniijn.
V p o R ^ e  furrcnder o f  the feals, there will be an immediate neceffity for a 

deputatiwj here for the keeping the fignet, becaufe it is out o f tha» office that 

all fuminond»*s for law fuits procecd# Before the unicm* the office o f  fecrewry

was
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conftituted by coramiffion under the great feal, and in it  the 

i *̂^Mc(»pppr o f  the fignet was inferted.. I dont know whether the duke -of Montrc^e 

Jt7*s. and ihe duke o f  R oxburg had a feperate contmiffion <br that efFeft, nor can I 

enquire here at prefent, leaft they fhouid know in thecffices the reaibn ŝf m y 

enquiry! but the moment the news comes in form, and is public, I ’l f<??nd you 

w ord, liwould recommend one Reanold Campbell, one o f  the juftices o f the 

peace here, to be the deputy keeper o f the fignet, and though you may depend 

upon it, I  {hall not in the fequel o f  Sootch affairs, be partial to that name, yet 

upon this occa'fion, I  induftrioufly do it, as a  meafure ufefuU I fend you in- 

clofed a pamphlet written by M r. Hugh Dalrimple, fecond fon to the lord 

preHdent, and with it an infamous copy o f verfes, privately handed about by 

the enem y: the Dalrimples, all but the earl o f  Stairs, and one fir John D al­

rimple, concur aealoufly with me in every thing. Lord Stairs is in the country 

amufiag himfelf with improvements o f  ground, gardning, & c . That fir John 

is one o f  the clerks o f the feffion during life, and a jacobite; he had the im­

pudence tbe other day, upon our giving orders in the quarter fefEons o f the 

peace, for letters to be writ to our abfent brethren, to return a nonfenfical 

impertinent arifwM. l iOrd Torphicken, whom you lately made one o f  the po­

lice  (SooL  a year) does not attend the juttices o f the peace, nor did he rdturn 

any anfwer to his letter; I am not forry for it, he having more from the go­

vernment than his fervices can deferve, though he were on the right fide. 

M r. Campbell o f Glafgow, a very rich man, and Daniel’s enemy, is to come 

-h ere  next week, to talk to me about the affairs o f that tow n: he is ceruinly a 

ve iy  honeft man, and by letter has given me the ftrongeft alTurances of* his 

friendflup- I am affraid I plague you with tedious letters, but 1 cannot well 

otherwil'e give you any true notion o f affairs here.

S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  LORD TOtVNSHEMD.

Supprejfion o f ike combination in Scotland, owing to the good conduM o f  lord

Hay.

M Y  LORD, Londtn, Seftembcr %, 1715.

BEardwicke J T  is with the greateft fatisfaftion that I give your lordfliip the following ac- 

count o f  the prefent ftate o f  affairs in Scotland, and as this great happy 

turn is intisely qwing to the induftry, ability, and refolution o f lord llay , 1  

can  never fay enough in his commendation, or do him juftice ii) lelating hit

great
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great dexterity in the condufl; and management o f  this nice and difficult point.

A nd that his majefty may be more fully apprifed o f the particular tranfafclions 1 • */

in getting through this whole affair, I beg your lordfliip’s patience, i f  I take 1723* 

it a little further backward, in order to explain it the better.

Y our lordfhip has been already acquainted that the rcfolution concerted 

was to begin with profecuting the brewers before the juftices o f the poace, for 

non-payment o f the duties charged upon the (lock in hand, which was accord­

ingly done, and the brewers thereupon, purfuant to their combination, leaving 

off 4)rewing immediately, lord Hay ordered, that four o f the chicf and princi­

pal offenders fhould be immediately committed upon the warrants of tlie lords 

o f  fcffion, left in the hands o f the prefidcnt, for contempt and difobedicnce to 

their orders, and the authority o f die court; and as foon as they were commit­

ted, direfted inditements and informations to be exhibited againft them for their 

criminal combination, which now they had full evidence of, by having atlually 

left off their brewing. A nd the town o f Edinburgh was aftually for about a week 

under all the diltrels, that they could poffibly put them, eight brewers only, 

by the management o f lord Hay, out o f  65, continuing to brew*, and the con- 

fumption o f ale in Edinburg, is computed at lead at 2,500 barrels per week.

But for their further relief, lord Hay prevailed with one Peter Campbel, an 

eminent and rich old merchant, to hire two very large brewhoufes, and brew 

all that he poflibly could, and compelled the magiHrates o f Edinburgh not to 

hinder the country brewers from bringing drink into the town, o f which they 

had not benefit till the 27th ot Augult, when ale was publickly retailed in the 

ftreets by country brewers, without any diflurbance, and all that was brought 

immediately fold,’ and this was the condition o f Edinburgh from about the aoth 

o f  lail month, to the 28th.

O n the 2lit , his majefty’s orders for difniiffing the Scotch fecreiary ar­

rived here, o f which I fent an immediate account to lord Hay that day, that 

he. might have the benefit o f that refolution as foon as poflible, which I was 

very lenhble he wanted, and perfuaded he would find a very good account 

from. The exprefs arrived at Edinburgh the 26th, on the 25th tlie brewers pe­

titioned the juftices o f the peace, before whom they were fummoned, and in a 

ftrong manner infifted, that all further proceedings fliould be fuperfeded till 

the meeting o f the parliament, when they hoped and queftioned not to obtain 

redrefs. That application being rejefied on the 26th, th(;y appiied in a body 

to the magiftrates o f Edinburgh to intercede with lord Hay for the liberty
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feriod41I. o f  their brethren that were cominitted. Lord Hay took that opportunity o f 

being attended on the 27th by the magiftrates and town council o f Edinburgh* 

*725. and did then pubhckly, in a full affembly, fpeak to them with a very becoming 

fpirit, and feafonable refolution, and rejected their application for the liberty 

o f their bretheren with fcorn and indignation, which had that effeS, that'three 

brewers more immediately after lighted their fires, and fell to brewing.

O n the 27th, late at night, upon the report o f lord Hay’s reje6ling this ap­

plication in fuch a manner, the brewers lent a med'enger to defire the quarter 

feffion o f  the juftices, where the penalties for non-payment are to be leviecf by 

diftrefs, might be adjourned to 0 6 \ober next, to which an immediate anfwer 

was returned, that nothing would be accepted or heard, but an entire fubmif- 

fion and an immediate return to their d u ty ; upon which, in their aflembly, 

they fell into debates, and various opinions began to arife among themfelves, and 

at laft unanimoufly agreed to be determined by a queftion, Brew or not. W hich 

being put by the chairman, he began to take their votes feriatim at the right 

hand; but his right hand man, thought it an hardlliip upon him to be obliged 

to fpeak firft, the left hand man thought fo too, and they could get nobody to 

give his vote firft. A t laft one G ray declared he thought they had nothing 

now left to do, but to return to their trades 5 that he'would not be bound b y  

the majority, but began the vote, and voted brew. H e was immediately foU 

lowjid by another, upon which two warm ones hoped they would hold out, 

till their brethercn were fet at liberty, but thefe not being fupported, the af­

fembly broke up, and fuch o f them as had their things in readincfs, fell to 

brewing that night; and on the 28th at noon, above 40 brewhoufcs were hard 

at work in Edinburgh, and ten more at Leith. Lord Hay has fince lent a 

peremptory order to the brewers, not to hold any more affcinblies at their 

peril. T he brewers under confinement have taken till the 31ft, to confider 

what methods they fhall take. It is expetled, they will then comply with the 

order o f felfion, and give fecurity for carrying on tlieir buRnefs, upon which 

they muft be fet at liberty, but the profccuiions for the criminal combination 

will flill remain good, dnd I am at pr&fent o f opinion, Ihould be carried on, 

to make fome examples, i f  lord Hay is o f opinion that can be done, without 

railing new mutinies and diforders; or at leaft, that after convicUon, they 

fhould b e  obliged to the king for their pardon, if  that is thought advifeable.

T h e trials (9f  the. rioters at Glafcow, and the confpirators at Edinburgh, 

will be put off for a fortnight, from the date o f  the laft letters, upon fome ne-

ceffary
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eeffary precautions. But I think I may now congratulate your lordlhip upon 

fceiijig an end to a very troublefome and hazardous affair: the fuccefs is in- t  ̂ ■

tirely owing to the laft wife refolution his majefty was pleafed to take, and it 17*5.

is plain to a demonftration, that without that alteration, ali the art o f man could 

not put at end to thefe diforders, which had their rife and fupporrfrom  the 

countenance and protection which they expe£lcd and received from hence. I  

forgot to acquaint your lordfhip, that I fent down 1,500/. to lord Hay, to 

anfwer any expence that fhould be neceffary to carry on his majefty’s fervice.

I am confident he will manage to the beft advantage. B y  all letters froffi 

Scotland, the affair o f the highlands is like to fucceed to his m ajeftie’s wiflies.

Urqhart i'ends me word from thence, that there will be a total fubmiflion and 

furrender o f  their arms. I am, my lord, with great truth and afFeftion.

S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Warmly commends lord Hay.

M Y  LORD, London, Strptembw J, I7*J.

J D o not fend your lordfliip copies o f  lord Hay’s letters to me, not only be- Hardwicke 

caufe they are very long, but as they are fort o f  diaries or journals o f  all his 

tranfaftions; they contain many things, which from the circumftances, fre- Copy.

quently varied, and would rather create confufion, than give you a clear idea 

o f  what has been done. But if  your lordfliip obferves any inconfiftency in the 

accounts that have come from the duke o f Newcaftle and me, it is occafioned 

by his grace writing from fuch accounts as the advocate fent up to M r. D e- 

lafayc, and his grace not having feen lord Hay’s accounts to me, and there having 

been ibme difference o f  opinion betwixt lord Hay and the advocate about the 

methods o f  proceedings; lord Hay prefering in point o f  time the more moderate 

meafures to be firft put in execution. W e  have had fome difficulty to manage, 

without giving the advocate diftafte, or difcouraging o f him by abating all that 

leal and waiinth, which he had engaged himfelf in; this made lord Hay’s co r- 

refpondence with me, differ a little from the advocate’s accounts, who wa» not 

previoufly let thoroughly into all the meafures that had been concerted: but 

all is well, and the faSs are as I ftate them in my other letter.

Indeed, my lord, I cannot fay enough in commendation o f lord Il«y j to  fet 

himfelf up in direft oppofi'tion to the fpirit and wiflies o f  the whole country, 

to throw off all popularity at once, and run the hazard o f  not fucceeding, which

3 0 2  you
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Period'lII. you may depend upon it, he had not done, if  the duke o f Roxborough had not 

removed, was a defperate and refolute undertaking, and he has condufted 

17*5. it with admiration, and I think I can anfwer for him, he will not be unreafonable 

in his demands, or give the, king or his fervanls any uncafinefs by propofmg 

unneceffary charges, or aiming to ingrofs the whole power o f Scotland i»t.o his 

own hands. Thefe matters have already been fo fully explained betwixt him 

and me, that I think we need be under no apprehenfions upon that account. 

There muft be a deputation for a keeper of the fignet in Scotland, under 

M r. Tilfon and M r. Delafaye. Lord Hay recommcnds very earncftly one 

M r. Reonald Campbel, a ju flice o f  the peace there, that has now fignalized 

him felf upon thisoccafion, tothatpoft, worth betwixt 2 and 300/. per annum. 

H e fays you lhall not find him partial to that name, but fays this will be o f 

particular fervice, and indeed I think he fhould be gratified in it.

T h e  furrender o f W o o d ’ s patent has had fo good an effefl in Ireland, that 

the lord lieutenant promifcs every thing w ill go well there, but I have other 

accounts that I more depend upon, which give the fame affurances; fo f  think 

we have once more got Scotland and Ireland quiet, i f  we lake care to keep 

them Jo.

S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF  I L A Y .

Highly commends his conduB and zeal.

M Y  L O R D ,  L o n d o n , S ep t. 4 , 1 7 1 5 *

Campbell J  Am  favoured with your letters o f the 26th o f laft month by the poft, and 
Papers. y f  27th and 28th by exprcffe, and not only return your lordOiip my moft 

fincere thanks for your fuccefsful endeavours in furn\ounting the great diffi­

culties, which few men but your lordfhip would have dared to undertake, and 

fewer would have been able to accomplilhj but do affure you, I have done 

you all poCQble juftice in my accounts to the king o f this whole proceeding.

I intirely approve the meafures you have taken, and cannot but think you 

judged very rightly in beginning where you did; but I do not know whether 

you obferve what I think I difcover in the advocate’s letters, that he rather 

wifhed you had begun with the criminal profecutions, and feems to think there 

is an abatement o f that zeal with which he ftarted. But as he is to be ma­

naged, and by no-means to be diftafted, I dare fay, your prudence and tem­

per will conduct it fo, that he iball not be diifatisBed, nor imagine that any

fuch
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fuch intimation was given you from hence: to contribute all I can to pre- Tuiwaltsin
Scotland.

ferve him in good humour, I write to him now, in a manner that I hope will >. - ^

pleafe him. I have now wrote to lord Lauderdale, according to your 1721s*

dircftions.

I have commended M r. Campbell to lord Townflicnd to be deputy feal 

keeper, in which the duke o f NewcaUlc has joined with me; and I dare fay 

it will be as you w ifli; and for your other recommendations, I think you have 

fuch a title to command me, that you may be fure I will take due care o f them.

I Ixjpe you have wrote hither, as yoil hinted before, and pray don’ t be fparing 

in pcrfonal compliments, I wait your lordfhip’s commands in the further

progrcfs o f  the great and difficult talk, and think there can be no doubt but

i f  lomt- o f the moll guilty and leading offenders can be conviflcd and punifli- 

ed, wilhou' creating new mutinies and new diibrders, that fbrne example 

fhould be made, or at leafi, that they fliould be tried and convi£led; and if 

afterwards your lorddiip fliould think them objects o f the king’s pardon, you 

may have the grace o f procuring it, and the obligation be your’s.

S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Sends warrants JorJecret fervicc vioncy to he figned ly the king.

M V  LO R D , London, September 7, 1715.

J  Have nothing to trouble your lordfliip with this poll, having no particu- Hardwicke 

lars from Scotland Gnce my laft, but general accounts that every thing 

is like to go on very well, and ’ tis now hoped that the malt tax will be levied 

and colletled without any further difpute. The occafion o f  my troubling you 

now, is totranfmit to your lordfliip the three enclofed warrants and receipts for 

money to be iffued out o f the fecret I'ervice, which will be wanted at M ichael­

mas, or at lealt no more of it (hall be ill'ued than fliall be abfolutely necelTary.

The unexpected fums that have been paid fince his majefty’s departure, which 

your lordfliip is acquainted with, make it neceflary to fend over thefe war­

rants, that it may be in my power to anfwer fome payments that become due at 

Michaelmas, and to be able to anfwer any unforfeen fervices; but I hope the 

whoie will not be wanted before the king’s return. Be pleaied, my lord, to 

prefent them to his majefty to be figned, the dates are left blanks, to be filled 

up at the times that the money ihall be wanted. His maj^ ty  wifl remember, 

that the receipts are to be figned at the top with G  R  at bottom. You will

ob ferve.
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Perifid III. obfcrvc, that I am preparing to get my bufinefs difpatched with an eye to 
i7»otot7a7.^^^  ̂ O dober hunting, or you had not heard o f  me fo foon upon this account* 

17*5. I am very truly and afFeftionately, my dear lord, your lordfliip’ s moft faithful 

humble fervant.

MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.

S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF  I L A Y .

$lxprejfei a high Jcnft o f his obligations, and his inclinaiion ta follow his

advice.

M Y LORD, Oflober 7,

Campbell J  Am  afraid your lordfhip will think I have been a lonsr time fileiit; but I 

Papers, hope you know me too well, or that I have more o f ) our go(jd opinion,

than for your lordfhip to lliink, that any negleB; proceeds from a want o f that 

regard that is due to you, or a ju ll fenfe o f the fervices you have rendered, 

and the obligations that I lhall ever own, you have in particular laid upon me- 

But I have fprborc writing out o f choice, and I wifh you n;u) not ineiuioned 

what your letter begins with; becaufe it makes it jmpoHible for me to ac­

knowledge the receit o f a letter which I cannot produce.

I am fully convinced by the account you give me, that M r. Burnett muft 

not long continue a commiffioner o f the excife; but I think the alteration o f  

that commiflion may wait our meeting together; and fo rm e, 1 think, you 

have a right to direft me in all thefc things; which makes me confident, that 

you will not think any delay in the execution o f your commands, is playing 

the minifter. You fhall find me fincere and ready to do what you think ad-< 

.vifcable, and without a grain o f more difcretion than you fhali think necclfary 

from circumftances. I think myfelf authorifed to aft as you defire concerning 

lord Kirkubright, having fpoke to the king on that fubjeft before he left En­

gland; and you fhall have a lift o f  our pcnfions. I wifh you a good de- 

livcrajTce in the gr- ât work you have undertaken.

I am, with a great deal o f reafon, and very fincerely, my dear lord* your 

lorxifliip’ s moft faithful humble fervant.

SECRET
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S E C R E T  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  B E T W E E N  S IR  R O B E R T  W A L ­

P O L E . L O R D  T O W N S H E N D , A N D  T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W ­

C A S T L E .

S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

'Rmovjirates on accouni o f the large fums o f money drawn upon ihe exchequer 

fo r  the purpofe o f gaining Sweden.

JWY LO R O , London, July 20, l y i j ,

J  Was no Icfs furprized than concerned at the news which your lordfhip’s dif- Hardwicfce 

patches brought us, and fhall trouble your lordftip no further about them, Pap®” - . 

than with all poffiblc defcrcnce and fubmiffion to offer my humble opinion to 

his majetty, about that part which more immediately concerns the office, Thavc 

the honour to fcrve his majcfty in.

I obferve your lordlhip’ has fent Mr. Poyntz orders to draw for 50,000/. 

or even 100,000/. I hope his majefly will be lb good as to believe, I would 

not, vipon any account, njake any unneceffary difficulties, when his fervicc or 

intercft is concerned ; but as I am convinced, that it is impratUcahle to anfwer 

I'uch large fums, without very manifeft and great prejudice to his majefty’s fcr- 

vice, I do hope I iliall be forgiven, i f  I humbly beg, that immediate orders 

may be fent to M r, Poyntz, not to exceed 50,000/. in the whole, and to be 

as cautious and fparing in drawing that, as ’ tis poflible for him to be. I am 

afraid, as the prefent circumftanccs o f our revenue now fland here, this demand 

can no ways be anfwered, but out o f his majefty’s civil lift revenues. T h e 

bank cannot by law make any public loans, but upon parliamentary fecurities, 

o f  which we hav'; none, but tallies upon the land and malt tax, referved for 

the payment of the forces, which cannot be depofited but by the conlent o f  

the pay-mafter, and are appropriated for the fervice o f  the current year. I f  

the pay-malter fliould make no difficultys in borrowing money upon thefe 

tallies, this tranfaftion with the bank and pay office, would immediately make 

thoie apprehenfions public, which ’ tis thought advifeabie fhovild be kept pri­

vate j and therefore the civil lift alone, muft certainly bear the whole burden

o f



Period III. o f  this charge, be it more; and I think I need not make ufe o f many words to 

prove that 50,000/. is as much as can poffibly, without the greateft jncon-

1725. vcniences and difficultys imaginable, be fupplied that way. I have this day 

accepted M r. Poyntz’s bit! for 6,000/. which will be paid to-morrow, and 

with 4,boo/, paid before, makes 10,000/. I hope I lliall be forgiven, for 

prcfuming to give my opinion in this free manner, Avhich proceeds from no 

motive, but an unfeigned duty and concern for his majcfty’s fervice and 

intereft-

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .

Exprejfes his conccrn, that his opinion about SwedenJJiould be m ifinicrprticd . —  
Thinki it necejfary to fecure that kingdom at any expence,

Ha>-dwicke (Hanover, July 27, 1725.) I D on’t wonder you was furpril'cd at the in- 

telligence I tranlmitted to the duke o f NewcaiUe from M r. Poyntz; for 

though we had always reafon to apprehend danger from the czarina, widi re­

gard to Sweden, upon which liibjett I had the happinefs o f reafoning fonie hours 

with you at my owne houfe, before I left England; at which time, tlie point with 

relation to affiflance by money, was very fully examined; yet I muft own, till 

I received that very dilpatch from M r. Poyntz, I was not under the leaft ap- 

prehenfion o f affairs in the kingdom taking the fu^dden turn therein repre- 

iented. I am forty you take offence at an expreffion in my letter, which may 

look like a complaint o f our having been too frugal. I don’t fee how you 

could turn that, as i f  it was meant at you, fince after that converfation we had 

togedier, the fame orders you now complain of, were fent to Mr. Poyntz, with 

this only difference, that he was then allowed to draw in cafe o f great danger 

or neceifity in general; and in the laft orders, he was tied up not to do it, un~ 

lefs the duke and duchefs of HoUtcm came with the Mufcovite fleet to demand 

admittance into ;he kingdom of Sweden, and the ufc o f one or more o f their 

ports lor that fleet,- and that the king and I'enate o f Sweden had refolution to 

refufe that demand, and to implore the afliftance o f England.

Thefe conditions were fo ttrong, and the fituation in Sweden feemed to be 

fuch at thiit time, that we could hardly flatter ourfelves they would have courage 

enough to venture on fuch another denial, even with all the promifes M r. Poyntz 

could make the'm; and therefore you will give me leave, in my turn, to be 

fuiprifed, diat you could imagine that this money was already drawn for upon

you
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you. And I muft affure you, that I think the point was fo eflential, o f  re- Peiiodlll. 

fufipg entrance both to the duke and the M ufcovite, in cafe it fhould 

been demanded, that I would not for any confideration in the world, notwith- 

ftanding the difficulties you have reprefented, have been the author o f recalling 

thofe • orders, and o f leaving it to be faid, that Sweden would have refufed 

that admittance, if  England would have fupported them with fuch a fum o f  

money. But I think it ncedlefs to difpute about a matter, which is now en­

tirely over. I always thought M r. Poyntz was too frugal at firft, for tho’ 

he has drawn for 10,000/. he has liill near 8,000/. o f  it in his hands, and our 

intereft has increafed in proportion to the fums he has diftributed; and I am 

firmly pcrfuaded, that the difappointment the czarina has met with there, is 

chiefly owing to his abilities and dexterity, and the fums he has difpofed of.

I  laid your letters before the king; atid you may depend upon it, I repre­

fented all you offered, as the higheft care o f doing the beft for his majefty’ a 

fervice.

S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Recommends M r. Law.-^RemonJlrates againfi the expence o f JtnZing an en -  

hajfador extraordinary to Paris.

(London, July 29— A ug. 9, 1725.) M r. Law has wrote to your lordfliipto Hardwkke

dcfirc that he may have fome fort o f  commiffion from his majefty to any prince 

or ftate, not to be made ufe of, but to be kept as a proteQion in cafe o f necef- Extran. 

lity. By  what he fays to me, I really think, lie believes it may be o f fervice to ctipj,

him, and I promifed to ufe my intereft with your lordfhip for the obtain­

ing it.

I am forry to hear you think o f fending an ambaffador extraordinary to 

France with a compliment. T he cxpence to the king will be very great, and 

I think, o f  very little advantage to the perfon. The plate for an ambaffador, 

and an allowance for equipage money, the quarters advance, and the weekly 

appointments, will, in a little time, come to a great many thouland pounds, 

which I think may as well be faved, and ’ tis better for the king to give lord 

W aldegrave 2000/. than to make an expence o f three times that fum; out o f  

which he cannot with credit fave 1000/.
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P e rfo d lll. D U K E  OF N E W C A S T L E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .
17,20101727.

Layi the articles o f the treaty o f Hanover before the lords o f the regency, toht 

approve the meafure, and exprefs their rejolution to fiipport and enforce it,

M Y LORD, Whitehall, September 10— z I ,  171! .̂

Walpole I Had the honour o f your lordfhip’ s very private letter o f the 31 Auguft— • 

11th September, by Molloy the meffenger, and I have endeavoured to

Fery pri'vate.execnic his majefty’s commands in the belt manner I was able, and wiih the

■ utmoft fecrecy and caution. I accordingly, in concert with fir Robert W al­

pole, appointed a meeting, which we had yefterday, with my lord chancellor, 

the earl o f  Berkley, and the earl o f Godoiphin, who, in the abfence of the 

duke o f Devon/hire, who is out o f town, were the only perfons to whom we 

thought proper to communicate matters o f fo great fccrecy and importance.

Before I acquaint your lordfhip with the refult o f  our conference, and lay 

before his majefty the humble opinion o f  us, his fervants here, upon the pre- 

fent fituation o f affairs, I mull obferve, that yefterday morning, before our 

meeting, I had the pleafure to receive from M r. W alpole at Paris, a duplicate 

o f  M r. Stanhope’s letter to your lordfhip o f  the 4th inftant, N . S. whereby 

I found that the language and behaviour o f their catholick majcfties, with re­

gard to the king our mafter, and the continuance o f  the correfpondence be­

tween the two nations, were very much altered, lince M r. Stanhope’s laft au­

dience. Whether this change be real, or not, or if  fo, whatever may have 

been the occafion o f it, as I thought it might be o f confequence, in order to 

forming the opinions o f  the lords upon what I was to communicate to them, I  

did at lall acquaint them with fb much o f  M r. Stanhope’s letter as related to 

the difpofition o f their catholick majeflies concerning th<; affair o f Gibraltar, 

and the manner, in which they were now willing to explain the peremptory and 

extraordinary demand they had formerly made o f it in M onf. de Grimaldo’s 

letter.

I fliall now proceed to give your lordfhip a particular account o f  our con­

ference, which I begun by laying before the lords (having the letters before 

me, to juflify my accounts) a particular relation o f our prefent fituation, with 

refpcB to the courts o f  Vienna and Madrid, and in it I endeavoured to fhew, 

how unprovoked the behaviour o f  the latter was towards his majcfly, and his 

people; and how if was intirely owing to the ditlates and fuggeftions o f  the 

court o f Vienna, whole refentmcnt the king had drawn u fon  hirafelf, iy)o» no

other

474 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.



other account, than his endeavours to procure for the court o f  Spain, the ad - Period III. 

vanSages they were ju ftly  entitled to by their treaties, »7»otoi7»y«

I  acquainted the lords, that no fooner was this feparate treaty concludeif, in 17*5̂  

that extraordinary manner, between the courts of . Vienna and Madrid, than an 

offer was made by the emperor, o f his mediation to accommodate differences 

between England and Spain, which offer, his majefty, with all the jullice and 

reafon imaginable, very peremptorily refulcd, there being no difference, but 

what has been fiuce created by the court o f Vienna iifd f, between the two 

crowns. That this offer (which appeared afterwards to have been the voluntary 

a ft o f  the imperial court) and his majefty’ s refufid o f  a mediation for accom­

modating differences not fubfifting, and to engage his kingdoms in ftipulations 

and guarantys not known, which, if  gueffed at, would be attended with confe- 

quences, that mud be moft faul to the peace and tranquillity o f Europe, 

was immediately followed by a peremptory demand o f Gibraltar at the court 

o f  M adrid; and by fuch a behaviour and avowed difcourfcs o f the Spanifh 

ambaffadour at tlie court o f  Vienna, and even o f  the minifters o f  his imperial 

niajefty, as could leave no room to doubt, but that the latter were taking sdl 

occafions to work up the court o f  Spain to come to an aftual breach with his 

majefty. That the king had, upon this occafion, taken the mott prudent 

meafures to be informed o f  the true fentiments o f the court o f Spain, whether 

the extravagant difc^urfes o f  Riperda to every body that came near him, o f  

the king and kingdom (and here I took particular care to inform their lord- 

fhips o f what he conftantly threw out with regard to the pretender) were by  

order o f  his court or not; and though at firft indeed cheir catholick w ajciiies 

feemed to difown any thing faid by their mini/ter at Vienna, that was unbe­

coming, or might tend to a breach between the two crow ns; yet at laft, by a 

letter from Grimaldo, Mr. Stanhope was given to underftand, not only that 

Gibraltar mufl be immediately rellored, but, if  it was not, the good corre- 

fpomlence between the two nations would be forthwith broken off, and all the 

conceffions, wkh relation to our trade to the Spanifh W eft Indies, would be fct 

allde,

1 did aUb, in as fhort a manner as I could, explain to their lordfhips the 

inducements o f the court o f Spain, which was folely under the direftion o f  

the queen, to aft this extravagant and unjud part towards his majefty, which 

could be only the marriage o f  her catholic m ajclly’s fon; with one, if  not the 

ddeft o f  the arch-dutchcffes. I  did not fail alfo to acquaint their lord/hips

3 p a with
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Period III. v?ith the orders that the king had, from time to time, fent to Vienna and M a- 

•  7 2 0 1 0 1 7 2 7 .  d r id . fjjg  firmnefs that his majefty had fhewn for the honour o f hinr.felf 

1725, and his people, by reje0.ing, in lb peremptory a manner, the demand o f 

Gibraltar.

I muft «ow do the lords the juftice to fay, that they received this commu­

nication with the greateft refentment at the ungratefull and unparalled be­

haviour o f thefe two courts, and at the fame time exprelfed their gratitude for 

his majefty’s firmnefs and refolution, which they thought, by the alteration 

that feems at prefent to be in the court o f  Spain, had already had a very good 

efFeft, and did not doubt but, if  that court fhould return to their former mad 

way o f  talking, or, in purfuance o f  that, (hould put any o f their wild fchemes 

in execution, fuch prudent meafures would be taken by the king, as would fe- 

cure the honour o f the nation, and prevent any mifchief that might happen to 

his people. Their lordfliips were all o f opinion, that the court o f Spain, not- 

withftanding the fuggeftions o f  that o f Vienna, confidering the ftrift union there 

' is between his majefty and France, the declaration that has been o f  late given 

by his moft chriftian majefty, even with relation to Gibraltar, and above all, 

the great and powerfull alliances that the king is now forming, would not ven­

ture to come to an open rupture, by which, they muft evidently fee, that they 

themfclves would be the lofers; though it was yet uncertain to what caufe, the 

prefent change o f their catholick majefties, was to be . attributed, or whether 

indeed, it may not poffibly have been with a view only to amufe and prevent his 

majefty from taking fuch meafures, as may effeftually fecurc him and his fub- 

je fts, againft all attempts for ever; yet, confidering the feafon o f  the year, and 

how rafti the feizing any effefts o f our merchants in the W eft Indies would be, 

on account o f  an apprehenfion that court muft be under o f  reprizals to be 

made upon them, it is the opinion of his majefty’s fervants here, that the utmoft 

refentment that their catholick majefties will at prefent ftiew, will not. go far­

ther than refuming tlieir former extravagant way o f talking.

But as the king has been pleafed to command us, to give our humble ad­

vice, what may be proper to be done for die fecurity o f his fubjefls, in cafe the 

madnefs o f the court o f Spain ftiould carry them fo far, as to make any attempt 

upon the effcfts o f  our merchants in the W eft Indies, or elfewhere upon his 

majefty’s fubjefts; their lordfliips are, in that cafe, humbly o f opinion, diat 

immediate orders fbould be fent to make reprizals upon the Spanilh galeons, 

and that without making a previous demand o f the reftitution o f the efFe8s

of
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o f  our merchants. In this their lordfhips were all very clear, that fuch a p ro - Period III. 

ceediri'g would not only be juftified everyw h ere, but was abl'oliitely incum - 

bent upon us. And upon this occafion, I acquainted them with what I had *7*5« 

written to your lordfhip the 3d of September upbn this head; hut as I had 

not then preRimed to give my opinion either for or againfl: it, their lordfhips 

defined 1 would this day inform you o f their fentiments upon it. M y lord 

Berkeley acquainted us, that if  the fquadron now in the W eft Indies was 

not thought fufficient for that purpofe, two or three more fhips might be fcnt 

thither, either now, or when his majefty pleafed, without giving the leaft alarm, 

and only on the common pretence o f  proteftiiig our trade. I f  the king thinks 

any attention is to be given to this notion o f reprifals, I had the honour in my 

letter o f the 3d inftant, to acquaint your lordfhip in what manner lord Berke­

ley thought it might be done, without making any noife, or having any ill con- 

fcqucnce.

T heir lordfhips were alfo o f opinion, that if  his m ajefly approved o f it, it 

might be proper to fend immediate orders to M r, Stanhope, that in cafe the 

court o f  Spain fhould alter their conduft, and return to their f()rmer violence 

and extravagance, he fliouljl then dcclare to them, that if  his catholick majefty 

fhould be induced to take any unadvifed ftep, by fcizing the eff'cQs of our 

merchants, or making any other attempt upon us, in that cafe they muft expcft 

the king would take the firft opportunity o f  revenging the injuries done to his 

fiibjefls.

Their lordfhips did alfo confider what you hinted with relation to the fitting 

out 15 or 16 men o f  war. M y lord Berkeley acquainted us, that fuch a 

number o f ftiips would always be got ready in a month’s time,  ̂ i f  it fhould be 

thought proper; and that, in any feafon o f the year, they, or part o f  them 

might be fent away to the W eft Indies, if  necelTary. But as your lordfhip 

will fee that the opinion o f the king’ s fervants here, is, not to wait for the de­

manding the reftitution o f the effe6ls o f  our merchants, in order (o make re- 

prifals; one o f the ufes propofed by your lordfhip in fitting out this fquadron, 

will, in their opinion, be better anfwered, by fending to the commodore o f  

the king’ s fhips in the W eft Indies, to make reprifals, in cafe any o f the effefts 

o f his majefty’s fubjefls ihould be feized by order o f the court o f  Spain.

H owever, in cafe o f a breach, which the lords think will aftually be ijiade, when 

once the eff'efts o f tlie merchants are feized, it may not be improper to order

fuch
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Period in. fucli a fquadron to be fitted out, which both my lord Berkeley %nd fir Robert 
» 7 > o t o i 7 » 7 . mi ght  be done without much expence.

47*5. Thus, my lord, I have acquainted you with the fentimcnts o f  the king’s fer- 

vants here, upon the fubje'ct o f  your letter, and upon the advices which were 

communicated to them; If, notwithftanding that, his majefty fhould think 

any other meafures more advifeable, I am fure, that their zeal for the king, as 

well as their refentment for the injuries threatned by the court o f  Spain, i$ 

fuch, that they will, with the greateft chearfullnefs and unanimity, execute and 

fupport whatever his majefty (hall think proper to have done,

I  muft alfo do them the juftice to affure your lordfhip, that they have the 

moftgrateful! fenfe o f the early concern that his majefty has fhewn for the fe- 

curity o f his fubjefts.’̂ againft all events that may poflTibly happen j and they are 

alfo o f opinion, that nothing more can be done now, nor even till the next 

fpring, than what I have had the honour to lay before your lordfliip. I muQ; 

'beg leave, as from myfelf, to add, that it would be the higheft injuftice to im­

pute any thing, that might poffibly happen on the part o f  Spain, to his majefty’ s 

abfence from hence, or to imagine, that every thing has not been done on the 

part o f  the king for the fecurity o f  his fubjeds; \vhen on the contrary, thofe 

that are informed of the great fuccefs that has attended his majefty’ s endea^ 

vours abroad, in the forming the beft and flrongeft alliances for the prcferva- 

tion o f  the publick peace and tranquillity, muft reckon it a very happy inci­
dent, that the king fhould be at this time, where this great work could be 

beft accompliftied.

I  muft now return your lordftiip my thanks for the communication o f  the 

feveral papers you have been pleafcd to fend me. Nothing fure could be pro- 

perer, than the manner in which you propofed to induce the ftates general and 

tlie king o f Sweden to accede to our treaty. I find by M r. W alpole’s letters 

to your lordftiip o f  the 4 -i5 th  inftant, that they are in the main approved by 

France, tho’ monfieur de Morville made fome difficulty with relation to the 

communicating the feparate article about Thorn, to the Swedes and tiie Dutchj 

n;hich I very much wonder at, becaufe that m ail, in my opinion, be as agrea- 

ble Xo them as almoft any part o f the treaty.

As to the manner propofed in France o f  tranfa&ing with the king of Sardi- 

oia by a fenarate treaty, 1 cannot, for my own part, *fee the inccellity o f  it* 

<hp‘ .on the odier hand, provided that prince be fecured, it is not very mate^

rial
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O R I G I N A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .

rial which way it is done. Count Maffei fhews a very good difpofilion, and Period III.
—  -------- -j.

by the accounts I have had o f  him from M r. W alpole, I doubt not but he will y z o toi?*?*

do what he can to bring in his mailer. 172J.

A s to the eleOior o f Bavaria, I cannot but think the fecureft way to gain him, 

will be,’ to fend back monficur St. Saphorin to Munich, who, during his (hort 

Hay there, was able to begin that negotiation with fo much fuccefs.

T h e only circumftance in all our affairs, which I diflike, is what Mr. W al­

pole mentions o f  a defcnfive alliance between the emperor, Portugal, and 

Spain’ It would have been very lucky, if  we could have prevented any coa­

lition o f  this kind; however, nothing can be ftronger than the orders which 

have been fent to Mr. Dorm er on that head. I lhall write to him on Tuefday* 

to inquire whether there is any foundation for this news, and to ufe his utmoft 

endeavours to prevent that crown from entring into any new engagement with­

out the concurrence or participation o f  his majcfly. T he dilFfTencc between 

that court and France, has been an unlucky incident at this time: that added 

to the new alliances that are forming between the familys o f Portugal and 

Spain, I conclude has been the occafion o f  this new ftcp, i f  it be made.

I was forry for the account M r. W alpole gives o f Cederheilm’ s difcourfe to 

monlieur Gedda at Paris. It cannot be true in all its parts; but what he 

mentions o f the negotiation between the emperor and the czarina, may have a 
good deal o f foundaiion., However, as we have fecured Pruflia, if  we can get 

Sweden, I think his majcdy need be litde conccrned at 'whatever meafures may 

be taken by any other powers in the north.

I beg your lordfhip’ s pardon for troubling you with fo long a letter, which 

m y dcfire o f  being as exatl as poifiWe in my relation, has been the occa­

fion of.

P . S . A s I find by Mr. W alpole’s letter to your lordfbip, that the Dutch 

mmifter at Paris, has again complained o f major Hargrave’s behaviour at 

Gibraltar, I believe it may be proper to fend orders to colonel Kane, who is 

now upon the (pot, to inquire into the affair o f the Dutch p r iz e , which was car* 

ried into Gibraltar, and to fend a full account o f all the circunillaiices o f that 

tranfaftion, as well as to examine into the other complaints that have been 
made againll major Hargrave, by either the Spaniards or the D utch.

HIK



Period III. L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E .
17*0101727- '

Hopes to Jecure the accejfion o f the landgrave o f  Heffe Cajfel to the treaty o f

*7*5* Hanover.— Sends an intercepted letter from  Petcrjlmrgh, •which feems to

provl that a fcheme is in agitation between the czarina, the king o f Spain, 

and the emperor, to fupport the pretender.— Farther proofs o f the projcB.—  

Is convinced that the emperor is deeply engaged in it.'— Propofes to fe rd  mors 

Jliips to the Wefl Indies.

M Y lO RD, Hanover, Oftober 4, 1715.

Walpole J  Received the honour o f  your grace’s private letter o f  September 14, b /  

Randal, the raefTenger, this morning, which I..immediately laid befoie the 

ytry private, king, who was extreamly pleafed to find, that your grace and my brother W al- 

pole concurr fo entirely with his majefty’s fentiments in relation to the meafures 

to be taken in order to engage the landgrave o f Hefle to accede to the uew 

alliance. I fear prince W illiam o f HefTe, and M r. Diemar have not found 

his highnefs fo forward to accede upon the terms they propofed to me, as they 

imagined they fliould, for they have not yet been able to obtain his final con- 

fent. I received, however, on Tuefday night, a vdry comfortable letter from 

baron Sparre, whom the landgrave fent for to confuk upon this occafion; in 

which he affures me, his highnefs will certainly confent to Diem ar’s propofal, 

and only wails to know the fentiments o f  his fon, the king o f  Sweden, upon it. 

Y o u r  grace and my brother W alpole, may depend upon it, I will be as good a 

huftand o f  the money as poffible, and will draw as fparingly as the neceflity o f 

the fervice will allow.

The copies o f  letters from M ufcovy, which I fent you laft Tuefday (and 

■which I can affure you are genuine) compared with the advices we have re­

ceived all this fummer from Vienna, Madrid, Stockholm, and very lately from 

M r. W alpole at Paris, open a fccne, that, I am perfuaded, you will agree with 

me, might not only have been dangerous, but even fatal, if  it had not been 

difcovered in time. I don’t know what to do with the perfon that putt thefe 

papers into our hands. H e was fent by the Jacobites with letters o f  confequence 

to Peterfburgh, and recommended by them to be placed in the army there, but 

not liking the country, was fent back with thofe dilpatches to France and Spain. 

But by the'^letteis I have received from the chaplain o f  the factory at Peterf­

burgh, I have intelligence, that they had begun to fufpefcl his fidelity, before

he
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he failed from thence, and had fent to feize him after he was aboard. H ow - Period III. 

ever, they mifTed tiieir aim, and the man is now at Amfterdam, where he de» 

livered the letters o f  which I fent you copies. But I am afraid he can fcarce 1725. 

be o f  any further ui'e to us in betraying their correfpondence. Nevertbelefs,

I  liav* given him 100/. and promifed him a pardon, and further rcw;,ards, pro­

vided he can give us any information, how we may intercept their letters; af- 

furing him, that if he dares go on himfdf, and deliver the originals, and putt 

the anfwers into our hands, he (hall have a reward fuitable to fo great a 

fervice.

Your grace will obferve, that one o f  the letters is from fir H enry Sterling, 

who has been the pretender’s known agent at Peterfljurg thefe feveral years 

pafl. There is very little cant ufcd in the letter. By goods he certainly 

means arms, and by the faBory, the court o f  Peterfburg, T he three firft 

fliips are thofe, who touched at the ifland o f Lewis, and I cannot but think 

they left part o f  their cargoe there. The not intending to attempt any thing 

at prefent, but to have every thing ready againft next fpring, is exaftly con­

formable to what Baflewitz and Cedcrheilm the Swedifli minifter at Pcterf- 

burgh write, as your grace will have been informed by letters, o f  which M r.

W alpole will have fent 'you  an account in his o f September 13-24, and what 

is faid in thofe extraQs o f  the czarina’s refolution not to break o ff the nego­

tiation by giving a flat refufal to the propofal made by us and the French 

court, with regard to the reconciliation and alliance, but rather to amufe us 

with the hopes o f agreeing, that they may gain time until their meafures are 

taken, agrees perfeftly with that part o f the letter, where fir H enry afTures 

i/iem o f the unalierabk good wijlies o f the faUery (i. e. the court o f  Perterfburg) 

who, fays lie, are as defirous to contrihute to ejlahlijh your trade, as r>ioy he, and 

admoniflies them not to jiegleH the leajl time to felt all engins at work againjl 

the next feafon, and tells them, that the faBory have given their ill wifhers no 

provocation as yet upon which they can lay any jlrefs ; Jo that he Hopes their goods 

may pafs wiihoul any treacherous defigns.

Count Golowin, the M ufcovite miniller at Stockholm, is one o f  the moft 

noted Jacobites o f  all Ru(fia; the captain o f  the fhip that brought him, is one 

Surocole, who was in the rebellion with the late lord M arr, But what gives 

me the greateft apprehenfions, that fir Henry Sterling is not quite in the 

wrong as to their llrength in Sweden, is looking back upon Mr.* P oyn tz’ s let­

ters o f the 9th o f  June, and 6ih o f  July, wliich were writt not long after the
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Period III. three Ruflian men o f  war paffed the Sound. I believe your grace will judge 

from them, that there is great reafon to think, that not only M r. Rcichell, the 

1735, Holftein minjfter, but even the Swedifh fecretary M r. Hopken, is deeply en­

gaged in this fcheme. I fend your grace extrafels of thofe letters, Icaft you 

fiiould not have them by you. A s to William Heafs, who is mentioned in 

this letter, he is one, who has been long employed in carrying meffages for the 

Jacobites. Y ou r grace muft have feen his name frequently in the Leyden 

correfpondence. W hat fir Henry fays about prince Kurakin, and prince D ol- 

gorucki, I dare fay is true, for your grace may remember, that a little before 

the czar’ s death, prince Kurakin had orders to follicit the court o f France for 

their afliftance towards reftoring the pretender, and had likewife a credaitial 

letter from the pretender. T h o ’ this letter is dircfted for Meffrs. Builer and 

K elly, yet I verily believe it is writt to the duke o f Orm ond; for in the clofe 

o f  it, where fir Henry fpeaks in commendation o f the bearer, he fays, he would 

have been provided fo r  here, hut the dejire he has to be near your favours’, makes 

him rejufe the offers made. W hich laft words make it probable, that the let­

ter is addrefTed to fome perfon o f credit and authority.

T h e great fumm mentioned as requifite to carry on the work, fhews not 

only, that fir H enry’s correfpondent is a perfon o f feme confequence, but 

likewife that there are confiderable powers engaged in the fcheme; for befides 

the money paid for the arms already carried to Cadiz on board the three men 

o f  war, he requires lao .ooo/. more at lead. The powers concerned are 

without doubt, the emperor and Spain; and a proportion o f the vail fumms 

Spain has remitted to Amftcrdam within thefe few months, is certainly em­

ployed in this fervice. I have had frequent advices from good hands o f their 

having remitted four millions o f  crowns, but I have all the reafon in the world 

to believe, that they have a credit for above half that fumm, with one A n - 

dreoli, and another banker at Amfterdam.

There can be no doubt, but that Spain is deeply engaged in this fcheme. 

Thefe letters, and the whole condu6l o f the king and queen o f Spain fhew it. 

The great civilitys th&i are paid to the duke o f Orm ond; their feizing C a- 

mock at this junfture, to be fure, upon fufpicion o f his being a fpy o f ours; 

the three (hips already fent, and the two others, which it appears by thefe let­

ters the czarinna is fending thither upon the jacobite account, befides the im- 

poflibility thatf any power, except Spain, fliould furnilh the fumm o f money 

required, leave us no room to doubt that they intend, in conjundion with the

czarinna,
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cearinna, to make an attempt upon us next fpring. And I am convinced, that Period HI. 

the TOodeft ftile in which the queen o f Spain talkt lafl; to M r. Stanhope upon 

Gibraltar, was intended only to amufe us, and to avoid coming to a rupture 1725. 

immediately.

A s to the court o f  Vienna, we may certainly conclude they have their fliare 

in this projeft, fince Spain is fo evidently engaged in i t ; the queen having 

done nothing for fome time, but by their direftions. It is not, however, from 

this ^general way o f reafoning only^ that I am convinced the emperor is con­

cerned in it. Eor I have been for fome months thoroughly perfwadcd that 

Spain and the court o f  Vienna, when they concluded the late treaty, entered 

into a ftrong engagement in favour o f  the pretender, by a fee ret article. I 
acquainted your gracc fome time ago with this intelligence, which I had from 

fo good hands, that I no more doubt the truth o f it, than if I had aftually Iccn 

the article.

Y o u r grace will communicatc what I now write to you, to my brother 

W alpole, and to him alone. W e  have fix months before us to take all pro­

per meafures for defeating the wicked intentions o f  our ennemies, but it is o f  

the laft importance, that.this difcovery fhould, if  poffible, be kept an abfolutc 

fecret. His majefty muft endeavour, while he is in thefc parts, to gain Sweden; 

i f  we can fecure that kingdom to our intfreft, and the Dutch, and the land­

grave accede to our trtaty, we may, in my opinion, laugh at all thefe defigns.

T h e only thing, that will be necefTary for your grace to do at this jun£lure, 

will be to lend particular orders to general W ade, that the ftriQeft fearch be 

made in the highlands, and in the iOand o f  Lewis for ihe arms that the MuC- 

covite (hips are fuppofed to have left there. Y ou  will likewifc prefs him to 

fett all hands at work to get the barrack o f  Killiwemen and that o f  Invtrnefs 

in a good pofture o f  defenfe. Y ou r grace will take care to do this without 

difcovering to the general the particular reafons, that move his majefty to dc- 

fire that thefe works may be finifht with all expedition.

His majefty has further commanded me to acquaint your grace, that. Cnee 

this difcovery, he is more,inclinable to conae into what was propofed by fome 

o f  the lords o f the council in relation to the fending three or four (hips m ore 

to ftrengthen the fquadron commanded by captain Scott in the W eft Indies; 

being fcnlible that it will be no great cxpence to the public, ai\d at the fame 

time that it will be a great check to the Spaniards. I f  your grace and my 

brother W alpole are o f the fame opinion, his majefty would have you acquaint

3  2 2 my
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Period III. m y lord Berkeley, that the king has altered his fentiments upon that head^
1710to 1787. would have three or four (hips goit ready as foon as poffible,. and

1725. fent to the W eft Indies. Thefe fhips may, before they proceed upon that 

voyage, be made ufe o f towards feizing the two fhips mentioned to have been 

at Peterfburg, when thefe letters were wrote; i f  we can gett notice o f  them 

as they pafs the found, for I fancy they are not yet out o f the Bialtick. Your 

grace fees they are the czarinna’s fhips, (he lends them, and it is probable, by 

the accounts given o f  them, that they are men o f  war. W e  may perhaps meet 

with them upon our coaft, or upon that o f Scotland, but it will be, in my opi­

nion, to little purpofe to fend any fhips out to cruife for them, till we have bad 

fome previous notice o f them ; fuch a ftep would alarm, and would not be at­

tended with any fuccefs or advantage, I  am, & c .

Intercepted letter f r o m  j i r  Henry Stirlingy agent o f the pretender, at Peterjlmrgh, 

Juperfcribed to mejjieurs Butler and Kelly, merchants, at Madrid.— Enclofed 

in the preceding dijpatch.

S I R , St. Peterlbourg, July 25, 172J.

J ’V E  the favour o f your’s o f the 23d o f M ay, inclofed by our friend in Paris, 

with an account o f his receiving the contents o f  my bill o f  the 28th o f  

April, which gave me pleafure. I hope the remainder will be as carefully an- 

fw ered: when required, you lhaU be furnifhed with mofl. part, if  not all the 

goods required before the latter end o f the feafon. 1 hope the three firft 

fhips and goods are arrived without damage; there is one more ready to fail, 

and two preparing, which will be clear before the end o f  this month. I have 

already affured you o f the unalterable good wiflies of this faftory, who are as 

dcfiious to contribute to eftablifh your trade as may be. I cannot but repeat, 

t^at you mull not negleO: the leaft time to fet all your engines at work, and. 

anfwer the next feafon. It is required, that a proper perfon be immediately 

lent to Stockholm* who will meet a fure friend o f our’s there, fent by this fac­

tory, who will facilitate the accomplifhraent o f the needful; as foon as I have 

an account o f his being on the way. I ’ ll meet him. There muft be one hundred 

and twenty thoufand pounds fterling at leaft,. ready to be anfwered where re­

quired, to d o ,matters cffeflually, befides the price o f the prefent goods re­

quired. This I think proper to hint, for one o f  our faftors from there, fig- 

iiify ’d fuch to m e; and it’ s proper, whoever you  fend, be adyifcd on this point.

William
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W illiam  Heas goes away from this for Stockholm immediately, to view  the Period III.

goods there, which are in good order,^as I am told. Matters are carryed on

here with all imaginable difcretion, but the guilty confcience o f our ill wifhers, 1725.

gives us juft reafon to apprehend dangers, yet as they have no provocation to

lay atiy’ ftrefs upon, I hope our goods may pafs free from any treacherous

defigns.

Prince D olgoruky and prince Kourakin have inftruftions to clofc with fuch 

as you appoint to treat with them. O u r friend Thomas Gordon inclofcd my 

letter* o f the 4th o f laft month, to be forwarded by his friend in Bourdeaux: 

nothing elfe befides the aforefaid, feems necefl’ary at prefent to be inferted. T h e 

bearer can acquaint you with fome remarks; he has anfwer’d the charafter y o a ‘ 

writ o f him, and would be accordingly provided for here, but the defire he has 

to be near your favours, makes him rcfufe the offers made, toi which reafon I 

think he deierves the greateft elleem . I conclude with my beft refpcQ-S to' 

you and yours.

SIR R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  TO  LORD T O W N S H E N D .

Propofei to fend a fpy to' Peterjburgh, under the appearance o f a jacohile.—'

ObjeBs to the intercepting RuJJian f  lips under the bare fufpicion o f carrying 

arms.— Deprccales a war, which nothing can jufiify but the dread o f an in- 

vafion in [upport o f the pretender,

M V  LO R D , Oflober i — JJ, 17*5.

'Y 'O U R  lordfhip’s letter to the duke o f  Ncwcaftlc o f  the 14th inflant N . S. Hardwickc 

came to us laft night, and I agree with you fo intirely in your rcafonings' 

about the intercepted letter from Peterfburgh, that I had rcfolved to giv̂ e you Cofj, 

my thoughts upon the fubjeft, and in the fame way o f thinking before wc re­

ceived your’ s. This difcovery is o f the laft importance, and I think, if  this 

channel o f  tntelligence is loft, nothing fhould be fpared to fecurc fome other 

method o f being inlbrmcd o f what is doing.

Y ou obferve, that part o f  their fecurity is, that we have nobody at Peterf­

burgh, and as we have fix months before us, if  wc cou4d fettle an intelligence,.

■we may certainly prevent the mifchiefs that are intended. The Ruffian fac­

tory, I underftand, arc all Jacobites, and upon that principle, \yere fo eafily 

induced to join in the clamour againft captain Dean, but we may from thence 

infer, that they are, or Ibrae o f  them to a degree informed o f  what is doing.

May
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period III. M ay I try fir Nathaniel G ould (governor o f  that company) with all poflible cau- 

i72oto 1727. whether he can procure any intelligence from thence, or whether any 

1725. body could be fent as upon the companies affairs, who might take the ciiarac- 

ter o f a jacobite, and endeavour to dive into the fecret. Something at Icaft, I 

think, fli9uld be attempted.

I was very clear in my opinion, not to order any fliips to he fined out and 

fent to the W eft Indies. T he feafon of die year, when all the trade in thofe 

parts is expefted to come home, the lime for making any reprifals upon Spain 

in thefe feas, being fo far o ff as M ay, when the flota or galieons are fdoneft 

expefted, and the impoffibility o f  preventing the alarm, and giving lord Berk­

ley  a fuppofition that there is fome fecret conccalcd from him, convinced me, 

not to give any orders liable to thofe objctlions, which I think at the fa.ne 

time can be o f  no fervice, and we iliould rather keep our naval force at home, 

than fend it abroad. I take it for granted, that by this time fome more o f the 

{hips may be come away from Ruffia; and if they flioi'.M be intercepted, without 

farther evidence or fatisfatlion to the world, I a m  afrriid to feizc or ft 'p R uf­

fian fhips trading to Spain, or failing under that pretence, with a ll  ihcir pn>per 

documents to that purpofe, would be fuch an afct of hoftiliry, as w >uld make 

us deem’ d the aggreffors, in cafe o f  a rupture, and that it, <jne thing, I think  ̂

we fhould avoid. And i f  we are to be engaged in a war, which I  mojl hear­

tily deprtccte, ’ tis to be wi/hed that this nation may think, an invajion by a fo ­

reign power, or an evident defign of fuch an invajion, the fupport o f the pre­

tender  ̂ and the caufe of the proteflant fucceffion, are the chief and principal mo­

tives that obligti us to part with that peace and tranquillity, and the happy con- 

fequences thereof, which we now enjoy.

I begin now to think with his majefty’s leave, to go into N orfolk, which I 

hope r  may be permiued to do about the 20th o f  this m onth; it would be o f  

fome fervice to know by that time, when we may expeft the happinefs o f  feeing 

his majefty here, and about what time ’tis propofed that the parliament 

fball let.

S IR  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  LO RB T O W N S H E N » .

7U r^  orforty Jhifs o j  the line will be ready next fp rin g.— U  conviwcd that a%

invajion is deigned.

^ 8 5  M E M O I R S  O F  S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .
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M Y LORD, London, Oftober i i — Ji, i7jJ. Period III,

duke o f Newcaftle and I dined yefterday with lord Berkley, where we |7z°toi727.

communicated to him the contents o f the laft intelligence, and difcourfed 1725.
fully upon the fubjeft. The refult was to give orders to the commiffioners of. Hardwicke 

viftuall^ng to contraft for and provide viQuals for 10 ,0 0 0  feamcn, which will Paper*.

be declared in council on Thurfday to be the number o f men for fca fcrvice for c«j^.

the year 1726, and as the orders for vitlualling have been for the fame number 

o f men for feveral late years, and the quantity o f vitiuals reduced only by 

private intimations, this may and fhall be done without giving any alarm, 

or notice taken, and when this quantity is provided, it will be very eafy at 

any time betwixt this and the latter end o f  January, to make up .‘he compli­

ment for 2 or 3C00 men more, if  neceffity (hall require.

I have procured a lift o f all the navy, with fuch fhip^ mark’d as are ready 

or may very foon be ready to put to fca, and it may certainly be depended 

upon, that 30 or 40 Ihips o f  the line o f battle may be eafily got ready to put 

to fea in March or April next, without giving any new orders before Chrift- 

mas, and lord Berkley was very explicitly o f  this opinion, fo that there is no 

occafion to give any orders now, or for his majefty to determine at prefent, 

for what fcrvice, or in what fcas the fleet (hall fcrve, in which there will be 

many inconveniences. For as I fear there will be no difficulty in fitting out a 

fleet, but in procuring m,en, this difficulty will increafe, if  ’ tis known that the 

fleet is defigned for the Baltick, fo great an averfion have all the failors for 

that fcrvice. There will be likewife time to ronfider in what other parts any 

other part o f  the fleet may be moft: ufcfully employed, according to intelli­

gences and circumflanccs o f  time and things.

I mull: confefs the apprehenfions o f  fome defign next fpring, obtain fo muc& 

with me, that I think it deferves the greatcft attention, and we cannot be too 

watchful to trace and difcover all that can poflibly be known. The defign at 

prefent appears to me in this light: the difficulty that Spain is under to lur- 

nifh fliips or to equip thcrn  ̂ has made it neceffary for Ruffia to fupply the 

fliips, and at the fame time to fend with them fuch quantities o f naval ftores, 

as mav be fufficient to equip fuch fhips as may be had in Spain. For 1 do not 

apprehend that the three Ruffian (hips that touched in Scotland, did land, or 

defigned to land any arms or warlike ftores in Scodand. ^

T h e  movements and difpofition that had lately been made in the Ruffian 

fleet, by fending fo many fliips to Revel, has the appearance o f  a fleet’s being

defigned
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Period III. defigned to come early from thence, and to fail at the fame time with the cm- 

iTzotoiT^. ^^^ka ĵon dcfign’d from Spain, one probably for Scotland, the other fpr the 

1725. w e ft of England; and i f  the emperor engages in the defign, the land forces,

that muft have the grcateft ftiare in the execution of this projeQ, nmft be had 

for Flanders, by way o f Oftend, and thefe are the events which it feeffls to me, 

are chiefly to be guarded againft; and if any thing, like this, is the fcheme, 

the conclufion feems very plain, that a fufficient fleet, fent early enough to the 

Baltick, and another to be employed in our own feas, as occurrences ftiall di­

reft, and to guard our own coaft, may probably defeat the projeft. Brft if  in 

the mean time, any meafures could poffibly be fallen upon, that might divert 

the attempt, tliat is o f  aJl things to be inoft wifhed for and dcfired.

•Afterwards L Q R D  . C A R T E R E T  T O  R I C H A R D  E D G E C U M B E . *
lord Edge-

cumbe. Makei overtures o f JriendJhip to f ir  Robert W a lp ole .— A n d  of ln 's  his hejl f e r -

vicei to forward that end.

SIR, PubJinCafil;, Stp;cmbo.r 29, 1725.

Hardwkke J  Return you my moft fincere thanks for your letters o f  the 121ft and 23d 

, inftant, in which you give me fo good an accouni: o f your procceduigs in

Copy-, the affair with relation to your friend, which I recommended to you, and 

which I have extremely at heart. I f  I was not fully bent upon cementing 

that fricndfhip, I  would never have applied to you about it; I know your ju ft 

and tender attachment to the perfo;i concerned; 1 know your penetration 

likewile, fo as not to venture to impofe upon you, if  fuch a thought had been 

in my heart; but I trufted to that relation o f blood which fubfifts between us, 

and to that miinterrupted civility and acquaintance, that has been between us 

ever fince -we appeared in the world; and that you would be glad to facilitate 

m y coming into that friendlhip, which you yourfelf are fo happily engaged in. 

It was upon this foundation, that I applied to you, and I will give any tokens 

o f finceriiy that you fhall require, and think proper for me to do. I find you 

mention— the only meafures that can create a confidence, i3 c. I f  I knew fpe- 

cifically wfcat they are, 1 would anfwer with the utmoft franknefs, being re- 

folved not to let this opportunity flip, upon which I nmft regulate my future 

conduft. I f  that friendfhip can be obtained, I fliall think m yfelf happy, and 

l>e for ever 'faithfiill to it; i f  not, you will bear me witnefs, that I endeavoured 

it . A s  I know it will be agreeable to you to do good to us both, fo I  defire

you
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you will continue to cultivate the difpofuion in your friend, that you mention; Period ill. 

and I will, on my part, do what you (hall think becomes me to convince him 

o f  the truth and finccrity o f  my intentions to eftablifh a lading amity between 17*5. 

us. I hope to hear from you again.

Our^matters here, as to the parliament, go on very well, but as that body is 

always to be watched, and never to be anfwered for, I can only fay,̂  that I have 

no reafon as yet to apprehend any difturbance. The ftate o f  Prat’s account, 

will be clofed before the commillioners, fo as they may report uporv it on Sa­

turday next; and people here grow much cooler, fince it is probable, as G ar­

diner told me to day, that the deficiency upon Prat’s account, will not exceed 

35,000 /. to which his eftate and fecurity having been applied, hardly any thing 

will remain deficient. I fliall ufe my belt endeavours to quiet all noife and 

clamour, and I think I fhall fucceed, for the king’ s fervice, and the future 

quiet of this country Prat’s account will be brought down to tTie day of his 

difmiffion; and he has a notion, that his friends, when the public bufinefs in 

the parliament is over, may have weight enough ta  get 10,000/. remitted to 

him. I think this very chymerical.

S I R  R O B E R T * , W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Enclofes the. preceding letter to M r. Edgecumhe.— Carteret makes overtures o f  

Jriendfiip and union, which he judges it prudent to accept.

M y  LO R D , O ftob cr tt— Zi, 1725.

J  Am  now to give' your lordfhip an account o f  a tranfaflion, which being Hardwkke
carried fo far, I thought neceflary to acquaint you with it, and hope, con- Papers,

fidering all things, you will think I have done right. Upon M r. Edgecum b’s Private. 

return from Ireland, becam e commiffioned from lord Carteret to make me ' ’

the molt ample tender and offer o f  fervices, that words could exprefs, and 

recommended it moft carneftly to him as a common friend to do all the good 

offices he poi?.bly could, to procure a good underftanding and reconciliation 

betwixt us, upon fuch affurances o f  fincerity as nothing can exceed. A n d  

altho’ in the report o f two different and very long converfauons upon this 

fubjeSt, I did not obferve many things new, but rather a repetition o f  what his 

lordfhip had frequently faid to all o f  us upon the like occafion, the manner 

in which he broke this lo  M r. Edgecumhe, the earneftnefs whh which he 

preffed him to undertake it, and his beginning thus by a third perfon, a formal 

V O L .  I I .  P A R T  I I .  3 R nego-

ORIGINAL CORRESPONPEMCE. 485.



Period H I. negociation, to which I was under the neceffity to give rome anfyer, prevailed 

y^otoi^*?* with me fo far to receive and entertain his propofal, as to fend him a civil but 

17*5. very general anfwer, which I did not then know but might end there. But the

laft port brought a letter from his lordfhip to M r. Edgecumbe o f  which I fend 

your lordlhip a copy inclofed. By that you’ l fee and judge how mudi he is 

in earneft', or how defirous at leaft he would be thought to come to terms and 

temper with us.

Upon this, I was o f opinion, that I fhould encourage him to hope for our 

friendfhip; and as you will fee by the words he has mark’d in his letter to 

M r. Edgecumbe, what my firfl anfwer was to him, I now explained that, that 

upon condition he would enter cordially and fincerely into the king’s meafures 

in conjunftion with us at prefent in the adminiilration, and without any re- 

ferves, I was ready to agree with him, and as he knew with whom I was fo far 

engaged as to do nothing but in concert, this muft be underftood to extend 

equally to thofe with whom I was engaged; and that to render this reconcilia­

tion more perfeft, I would by the firfl; opportunity acquaint your lordfhip

with it, and did not doubt o f  your concurrence upon the fame conditions.

B y  this tneans, my lord, we fliall hinder him from entring into any engage­

ments with Roxborough, Pulteney, & c . we fhall haive the ufe o f  him and his 

alTiftance in the houfe o f  lords next winter, where his behaviour may make 

him fo defperate with them, that he may have no refcourc'e. I fay nothing o f 

his fincerity, fo as to anfwer for i t ; but we know hini enough to watch him, 

and be upon our guard. I think the ftroke o f  Roxborough has frightened 

bim into this temper, from which he fees we could do, what he thought wc 

could not; and if  we keep him and Berkley, who both reafon and talk alike 

from the laft meafure,. I think we have all that are worth having o f  that clan. 

Y o u ’l let me know what you think o f this tranfadion.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E .

Intrigues 0/ Spain and the emperor in Javour o f the pretender.

M Y LORO, Gohrdc, Norembet 4—>J5. >7»S.

WaJpole I Send your grace by this meflenger, a copy o f  M r. P oyntz’ s difpatch, and o f  

P a p e ^  the advice^s fent by Cederhielm from Peterfbourgh to Stockholm. Your 

Privatt. grace will fee one article among thofe advices which' confirms, in the flrongeft 

— ~ —  manner.Copy.
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manner, the defign mentioned in the letters intercepted from Peterfburg, and Period III. 

all our fufpicions in relation to the intrigues o f the courts o f Vienna and M a- 

drid in favour o f the pretender. Your grace will likewife find a very extra- 17*5* 

ordinary article in the circular from Madrid, which I received ycfterday, re­

lating <0 the three Mufcovite fhips at Cadiz. T heir lending them now to 

Ireland can be in no other view, than preparatory to the Spaniards beginning 

their attack upon us in favour o f  the pretender early next fpring. His ma- 

je lty  thinks that no time fhould be loft in fending proper orders privately to 

lord Carteret to take the moft efFeClual care, that thofe fliips upon their firft 

arrival in any ports o f that kingdom, be feized and fearcht wilh the utmt)ft 

exaftiiefs and rigour; and that the officers employed do take care to fecure all 

the fmall arms they fhall find aboard, and likewife all papers that do not ap­

pear to relate to trade; and to prevent as much as poflible thofe on bpard 

having any correfpondence with the people o f  that country.

The Ihips being fhips o f force, and our not knowing to what port they are 

defigned, will make the execution o f  the orders to “be fent difficult, and their 

fuccefs precarious. Y ou r grace will therefore confult lord chancelor, lord 

B erkley, and fuch others o f  the regents as you fhall think proper in this affair, 

and take care that withoift lofs o f  lime, fuch orders be fent to the lord lieute­

nant in particular, and fuch direftions in general given, as fliall appear to them 

proper for the fcizing and fearching the abovementioned fhips, and fecuring 

all the fmall arms that fliall be found on board them; as likewife all papers 

that may be o f any confequence to his majefty and his government.

I f  any other pretence could be found for giving thefe orders, fo that the 

true reafon might yet be kept fecret, it would be o f  infinite advantage. H ow­

ever, if  that cannot be done, your grace and the other lords will fee the im­

portance o f having the orders themlelves kept a fecret, and every thing rc» 

lating to them tranlatlcd with all the privacy the nature o f the thing itfelf, and 

the good and fuccefs o f  the fervice will allow of.

S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Imputes the lad /late o f affairs in Ireland to the Brodricks.— Makes a few  oi~ 

fervations on the draught o f the king’ s fpeech.— Stocks affeUci by rumours o f  

T*iar.— Recommends caution.— Ofpofition.
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Period i l l ,  MY DEAR LORD, tondon, Nov. 29—Dec. 10, J715.

lyzoto ijzy .^  Believe your lordfhip is not at a lofs to account for my long filence, })eing 

1725. ii form’d that I have been in Norfolk, where the finenefs o f  the feafon de-

Walpole taincd me a week longer than I propofed, but I have now taken my leave o f 

all rural tjliverfions for this winter.

Copy. Y ou r lordfhip’s letter, with a draft o f the king’ s fpeech, came to us yefter- 

day. I will certainly confider it in the bed manner I am able, and be ready 

to give you my poor thoughts upon it by letter, or upon ycur arrivaU But 

it is neceffary that I flibuld fuggeft to your lordfhip, that if the parliament is to 

be opened in that manner, and the meafures are to be put in execution, which 

feem refolved by the tenure o f your lordfhip’ s feveral difpatches tranf- 

mitted to the duke o f Newcaftle, ■which I have perufed fince my return from 

the country, it will be advifeable, i f  his majefty can order his affairs accord­

ingly, that the parliament fhould fet about the middle o f January. F or the 

opening o f the parliament in that manner, will immediately affeEl; the credit in 

fome degree, which in fuch cafes being always worfe at firft, than after a httle 

time and confideration, may probably make it neceffary for me a little to varjp 

my fchemes o f the fupply, and not venture upon the ftrength o f credit, which 

I  have hitherto depended upon.

This leads me to tell you, that the rumors o f  war begin now to obtain pretty 

much, and have their effefts upon the ftocks, w hich,, as ’ds unavoidable, we 

inuft expe6l and provide accordingly, but at the fame time, not to take any 

fleps which are not immediately necefiary, and which in point o f  time, will be 

as effeQual to all intents and purpofes. I Ipeak this in regard to fitting out 

fhips, and manning fquadrons, for ’ tis moft certain, that in three months, all 

that can poffibly be wanted, may as certainly be got ready as in twelve months; 

and one or two fuch fquadrons as are talk’d of, may certainly be had and got 

ready in all particulars, except feamen, which will at all times be an ut>equal 

difficulty, as well, altho’ delayed till the beginning o f the next year, as i f  orders 

were immediately given.

It is fit you Ihould likewife be acquainted, that the Pultney’ s build great 

hopes upon the difficultys they protnife themfelves will arife from the foreign 

affairs, and efpecially from the Hanover treaty. I had a curiofity to open 

fome of their letters, and find them full o f this language. T he lafl; foreign 

roail brought a letter from count Starembei g to W illiam  Pulteney, giving him 

great expedations o f the materials he fhould furnifh him with, when it might

be
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b e  d one  w ith  fafety , an d  v e ry  f tro n g  in gen era l te rm s  up o n  w hat is tra tifa f lin g  Period III.

with you. Wife Daniel fills all his inland correfpondence with rcfleftions

the fame kind, and gives all their fools great hopes of doing wonders: their 17*5.

two only topicks are the civil lift and the H anover treaty; hut 1 cannot learn,

they hai'c gained a man but righteous fir Jofeph.* I am, with great truth and * Jckyll,

a f f l - f l i o n .
I f  great care be not taken, the vacancy o f the fee at Cheller will make an 

irreparable breach betwixt our two governing prelates, o f Y ork  and London.

The firtt in the (Irongeft. terms efpoufing D r. Gilbert, the other moft deter­

mined againft him.

Lord Townjhend's /kelch o j  a Jpeech fo r  the enfuing [(JJion,

M Y LORDS AND GENTLEMEN,

'Y ’ H O U G H  the ftate o f rny dominions abroad, made it nccelTiiry for me to 

pafs fome months in thofe parts, yet I hope you will find, that I have 

not been lefs attentive to every thing that may f&nd towards fupporting the 

honour and intereft, andfecuring the peace and tranquillity o f  my kingdom.

The diftrefs’d condition to which fome o f  our protcftant brethren abroad 

are reduced, the engagenfents entered into by fome powers, which it is juftly 

to bp feared, may deprive my fubjefts o f  very confiderable branches o f  their 

trade, in prejudice o f  the rights and privileges long fince acquired to them by 

the moft folcmn treatys, made me think it a duty incumbent upon me, to lofe 

no time in concerting proper meafures with fome neighbouring powers; and I 

have accordingly made a defenfive alliance, which I  hope will, with your fup- 

port and alfiftance, be an effeftual fecurity againft the encroachments that are 

daily made upon our trade.
I have already given the neceffary orders for laying this treaty before you, 

and I doubt not but that I fhall foon be able to acquaint you, that more powers 

have acceeded to it.

I have reafoii to believe, that the pretender fwho is ever ready to facrifice 

to his own views all the moft valuable interefts o f  this kingdom) is ufing his 

endeavours, and not without fome profpeQ: o f fuccefs, to obtain the affiftance 

o f  fome of thofe very powers who have enter’d into engagements fo prejudicial 

to the trade o f this nation.

It is the fartheft from my. intentions to put my fubjefts to an expence, by 

taking any unneceflary precautions. I have an entire confidence in the af-
f e d io n
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Period III. feftion o f my people, and in the fidelity and bravery o f my army. I mnft, 

however, recommend it to you, to enable me to have a ftrong fleet at fea early 

1725. next fpring, which you muft all be fenfible, may not only be necefTary to- 

wardi; preventing or defeating any attempts from abroad, but will give me a 

proper (Irength and weight in all foreign negociations.

494 M E M O IR S O F  SIR  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .

LORD T O WN S H E N D  TO #IR R OB E R T  W A L P O L E .

Inculcates the neccjfity o f vigorous vieafures in order to reduce the emperor to

reajon.

D E A R  B R O T H E R , H anover, Decem ber 7— iK, 1725.

Walpole J  Have received the favour o f  your’ s o f the 29th Novem ber, and am glad to 

find you have had fo much good wcaiher, lo  fine a leafon, and To much 

diyerfion in N orfolk.

I was pcrfeftly aware the objeftions that would occur to you upon the 

rough (ketch'I fent you o f  what I thought proper for his majefty to fay at the 

opening o f  the parliament; it may be foftened as to fume expreffions, but I am 

perfuaded I fhall be able, when we meet, to conviiice you that nothing can 

prevent a war, in the prefent (late o f  things, but vigorous rcfolutions on the 

part o f our parliament, which cannot be, unlefs occafion is given from what 

the king fhall fay to them from the throne.

T h e emperor’ s views at this jun&ure are as extenfive and as dangerous to 

Europe in general, and to our country in particular, as ever thofe o f Lewis 

the 14th were; and if  we do not in time fliew the world that we are deter­

min’ d to oppofe him, i f  he does not depart from them and grow reafonahle, 

and refolve to live with his old friends as formerly, we fhall be involved in 

difficulties and expences, and perhaps in engagements which may carry us too 

far. A  war will be inevitable, and we left alone with France to bear the weight 

o f  it, according to luch proportions as the French fhall think fit to impofe 

upon u s; whereas fhcwihg a fpirit now will fecure us friends, prevent Portu­

gal and other powers from joining with the emperor and Spain, and confe- 

quently convince the imperial court o f the folly and madnefs o f  their fcheme, 

and brmg them once more to their right fenfes.

As to the Pulteneys, with regard to our treaty, I think we need not be 

much afraid o f  them ; they will not be able to rcafon better againft it, than

tfaofe



thofe do from whom * they have their inftruftions, and you fee all they can Penod III. 

fay in the two memorialls given in at the Hague by the imperial minifter 

there, 1725,

T he affairs in Ireland are in a very bad way, ljut I fliall not trouble you  

with w f  fentiments upon them till we meet. I intend to leave this .place on 

Friday next, in order to pafs four or five days at the Hague, before the king 

getts to Helvoetfluys. His majefty has not yet fixed the day he intends to 

fett out from this place, but I believe it will be the 28th or 29th inftant, N . S .

I  am,*with the greateft truth and affc6lion, & c.
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T H O M A S  BRODRI CK TO LORD M I D L E T O N .

Oppofes Daniel Pultenry's motion fo r  appointing a committee to examine the pub­

lic accounts from  1 7 1 4 .^

(Feb. 10, 1725-6.} Y E S T E R D A Y  came your’s o f  the *6th o f  laft Midletpn 

month. I think itt very plaine that what paffcd the firft day o f  our meeting by 

the cld'me layd in o f  examining minutely into the feveral eftimates had its 

very full e ffe ft: for uppon delivery o f them, wee were told that the calcula­

tions were made as Ij w  as pofllble, and foe itt proved, for I realiy think a 

thoufand pounds could n#jit upon the whole with colour o f  reafon have been 

exceptcd againfl;, foe that by comnion conrent, they were allowed, foe 

trivial! a fumme nott being worth contending. A  very long debate 

happened ycRerday uppon a motion o f  M r. D . Puknyes (which you’l fee 

in the votes) for appointing a committee to examine the publiquc accounts 

from the year 1714, to which a negative was given by a majority o f  a great 

many above a hundred. I was with the majority, though fome o f my bcft friends 

(from whom I Icldom differ, divided for the que(tion) becaufe I thought itt 

extremely ill limed, though the thing in ittfelfe (generally fpeaking) is highly 

reafonablc; taking itt in either viewe, was what I formed my judgment uppon, 

fuppofing noe debt fhould have been incurred in that time, which could pofli- 

bly have been avoided, the enquiry was o f noe ule. Taking itt in another 

viewe (which I beleive would have been the cafe) I thought itt very improper

•  Alluding to the emperor and his mlniliers, with whom the Pulteneys kept up a conftant 
correfpondence.

to



Perbd III. to fhew the world our nakednefs. People abroad would naturally conclude us 

1720101727. willing to ruffle the government whenever wee had opertunity for foe

1725. doing, and might from fuch a notion bee induced to goe Into a war, which they

would nott have adventured, uppon any other confideration. Crediu has for 

fome time pafft been in a finking condition, and in my opinion would havf grown 

vrorfe; lett people think what they will, this is our main fupport, take that 

away, our cafe will bee bad. I fuppofe I fliall be fayd to bee turned courtier^ 

butt I defpife every fuggeftion o f that kind. I never was for a minority, be- 

caufe they are foe, nor will I bee againll them as fuch, which to dealc plainly, 

was in my opinion, the foundation o f this matter. I contented myfcU'e with 

giving my vote, without fpeaking in the debate: the torys w'ere generally with 

the minority, fome few, butt nott many whigs. Y ou may pci haps bee far- 

prized by our votes, which you have and will fee, whereby it will appeare wee 

raife above three millions, till you underftand the matter, for above one third 

o f  itt is onely turning as much which wee owe into another fliapc, and this al­

teration is apparently a gfcat faving to the nation: ’ twere too long to enter into 

the detaile o f  itt, butt affure yourfelf ’tis foe.

I am told by an eminent merchant, whofe correfpondence is great, and 

very good, that they are o f  opinion, that there is not likelyhood o f  the empire 

or Spaine going into a war this yeare, whatever they may doe hereafter, for 

■which the/give this good reafon, that they are in noe meafurc prepared for itt. 

I  am fully perfwaded we (hall nott bee the aggreffors; for ’tis very plaine, that 

whatever our houfe faycs, wee are noit inclinable to itt, and I thinke ’ twill bee 

in-noe bodves power to reconcile a majority to itt. W henever it happens, I am 

confident Portugal will not bee partyes; they will find great advantages by a neu­

trality, and are not over fond o f  rendering Spaine more confiderable then itt is. 

T he Dutch had long under confideration the fame point, wherein their loft 

trade turned the ballance. T h e attorney general told mee, that there lafl Irifh 

bills were to bee r'jported this day. I thinke we are winding up our bottoms 

as faft we can.

Since writing, I have been in company with a very knowing and confider­

able tory (but a Hanoverian) who defired mee to explaine the motion, which 

I did, and told him what induced mee to vote as I did. H is anfwer was, this 

is a very ticklifh time, I thinke you judged the matter perfeftly right, for itt 

could now be o f  noe ufe, butt might be attended with fatall confequences, 

efpecially for that the commencement o f the enquiry was to bee from the

king’ s
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king’s acceflTion to the crpwne. This was in my mind during the debate, and Period III.

i f  I had fpoake, I (hould have mentioned itt, butt confidering how apparent 

it was what might be the fuccefle o f  the queftion, I was unwilling to fay any 17*5.

tiling this kind, confidering that fome whoe had argued for the queftion, are 

I  am very fure, as heartily in his majefty’s intereft-as any fubje£l hee iias.

SIR ROBERT WA L P O L E  TO B I S HOP  F R E J U S . *  •Afterwwd*
Cardinal

Congratulates him on his elevation to the q^ce o f fir jl minijlcr, Fleury.

MONSIEUR, i  Londres ce 8— 19, de Jain, 1716. '

T E  ne doute pas que la juftice que fa majefte tres chretienne vient de rendre Walpole 

v6tre excellence en fe repofant fur elle du foin dc fcs affaires, ne foit applau- 

die de tous ceux qui font zclez pour le bien public, et pour la gloire de la Franee, C*fy. 
et je  vous fupplie de croire, que c ’eft avec un plaifir cxtrenSe, que je  prens 

cette premiere occafion pour vous en faire mes co«0,glimens tres finceres.

Mais I’eftime particuliere que j ’ay pour v6tre perfonne, et la haute idee 

que j ’ay concue de votre merite ne tirent pas leur origine d ’un ^venement de 

fi fraiche date: il y  a lopg tems, monfieur, que je  fgay avec combien de zele, 

et d’appUc_ation vous travaillez pour la tranquilite de I’ Europe, et pour la 

gloire, et I’ union des deux couronnes, qui, dans cette conjunflure delicatfe, 

en eft le plus ferme e t ’folide foutien; et la grande marque de confiance dont, 

fa majefte tres chretienne vient dt vous honorer, m’ afl'ure que la reuifite en 

fera gloireufe, et que le fucces de vos foin* repondra k leur afliduite,

. J ’ofe vous affurer, monfieur, que le roy mon maitre prend beaucoup de part 

H votre avancement, et fa majefte fe promet d ’ un miniftre auffi droit et ficlaire 

que vfitre excellence la continuation et meme I’accroifTance, s’il eft poflible, 

de cette bonne intelligence qui regne fi heureufement entre les deux couron­

nes, laquelle feule, peut etre, pourra tenir en refpeft des puiflances, qui veillent 

avec une attention tres vive, pour profiler de notre difunion. J ’ofe proj. 

mettre que rien ne manquera de la part de fa majefte pour relTerrer les Noeuds 

de cette amitie encore plus etroitement.

V oila des fentimens, monfieur, que je  croy avoir en commun avec toute 

I’ Europe fur cette occafion, mais I’amitie et la bienveillance dont vous h o - 

norez mon frere me mettent en droit de m’interrelTer encore pliK particuliere- 

nient, et plus fenfiblement en tout ce qui vous rcgarde, et je  prie v6tre ex- 

v o i..  II. PART II, 3 8 cellence
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Feiiod III. cellence d’etre perfuadee, que nous tilchcrons, I’un et I’autre de nous en ren- 

dignes par une iffe£Uon plein de reconnoiffance et d ’un attacheraent tres 

17*6. fincere.

^  MEMOIRS OF Silt ROBERT WALPOLE.

1726.

T N T E R G E P T E D  L E T T E R S  F R O M  S E V E R A L  F O R E I G N  “M I­

N I S T E R S , W H I C H  P R O V E  T H A T  T H E  K I N G ’ S G E R M A N  

M I N I S T E R S  W E R E  C A B A L L I N G  W I T H  T H E  E M P E R O R  

A N D  T H E  O P P O S I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T H E  T R E A T Y  O F  

H A N O V E R .

COUNT PALM TO THE EMPEROR.

Bothiaar dijapprovts the 'treaty o f Hanover.— The king averfe to the Englijk

minijlers.

Walpole (London, April ^3, 1726.) I T  is the general opinion here, that the m i- 

niftry has put itfelf into a neceffity to cflFefl the recalling o f  the patent o f  the 

Official t r a p / - company, or its being transferred to fome other place, or elfe to re- 

foive upon a rupture, becaufe they have too much obliged and engaged them- 

felves to the parliament. Count Bothmar himfelf, who continues ftill to be 

for a good underftanding between the king and your imperial majefty, laments 

the violent proceedings. H e believes that in cafe it had been poffibie to pre­

vail with your imperial majefty to come to fome temperament upon the affair 

o f  the commerce o f  Oftend, before the' parliament had taken cognifance o f  it, 

it would have never gone fo far, and poflibly means hadTbeen found out for 

accommodatmg the whole affair; but at prefent, he^thinks that it will be dif- 

<4 0 uk to compofe this matter.

T h e king himfelf does in my humble opinion not much like (or is much 

dilheartened with) the condutl o f his Englilh miniftry, but he is got into their 

hands in fuch a manner, that he is obliged to conform in every thing to their 

will, and it would perhaps pleafe the king, if  by  ̂ natural confequence o f  

?vcnt3 he coUld get rid o f that fubjeftion.

l>O ZO .



POZOBUENO **TO RIPPERDA. PeriodHI.
I720tatj27,

Etnharrajfments and alarms o f the king o f England lejl his German dominhns '

JhovM he attacked.^The H m overim  fu riy  avtrfe to the treaty o f Hanover.

^Encourage thefe alarms. eLbJSdS-.

(London, M ay 16, 1726.) T H E  king o f  Great Britain fufpe£lsmwe and Orford 

more, that if  the king o f Pruflia conceives that the treaty conduded at Vienna 

between the emperor, Ruffia, and Sweden, will be prejudicial to his intdrells, Trutjktitn* 

he will recede froip the treaty o f  H anover, and on this event, the king’s 

Germ an dominions will be expoTed to invafion fhould a war be occafioned by 

the treaty o f  Vienna. This reflexion has coniiderably agiuted the king’s mind; 

for it is evident, that his wilhes tend to the prefcrvation and au^ entation  o f  

his eleftorate; and his inclination is fo great, that he cannot dilTcmble it. T o  

this inclination may be attributed the refolution which, iti is faid, he has uken, 

that at the leaft caufe o f  fufpicion from the king &f Pruflia, he will inilantly 

repair to Hanover* to keep Frederic W illiam to his promi&s, and to place 

him felf at the head o f  his troops, ^ o u ld  any invafion from the emperor or the 

czarina render it neceffanry. It is feared that the czarina will form an enter- 

prife in favour o f  her fon.-in-law the duke o f  Holftein, and it is added, that 

the duke o f  Meckienburgh will command the Ruffian troops at their d e­

barkation.

Belides thefe lubje0 s o f  difquiet, the king o f  England feels no lefs cha­

grin in having loft the confidence o f  the emperor, whom he fo much loves and 

cfleems, confiders the treaty o f  Vienna as ofienfive and prejudicial both to 

the fafety o f  his Hanoverian dominions, and to the Bririfh commerce; and i f  

his inclination firfl leads him to preferve his hereditary dominions, yet hit 

intcrefl obliges him to endeavour to maintain tfte commerce o f  England, 

which is his chief wifb, the lofs o f  which he is convinced would efFe&ually prove 

the ruin of all.

T h e king is no lefs troubled with the fufpicions which he entertains, that the 

emperor is refolving to annul the treaty o f  Hanover, a« oppofite to the conf^i- 

tution o f  the Germanic empire. T he Hanoverian party here encourage thefe 

fufpicions, and in&nuate that an ele&ocal aifembly will be convened* Ibr the 

fturpofe o f  declaring the treaty unconflitutional and o f  oxhorting die king 

a&d F a d eric  W illiam as elefiors o f  H anover and Brandcnburgh to retrafl it,

3 s 2 and
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Period III. and in cafe o f refufal to put them uiide.r the ban o f  the empire. The coufi- 

niiai fpcak with regret o f this convocation o f the elefloral

17*6. affembly, which is threatened to be called in the month o f Ju ly; and a "hint 

thrown out by the emprcfs in a letter to the duchefs o f Kendal, that it appears 

from the treaty o f Hanover, as if the king ha<i no longer occafion for the em - 

peror’iifriendfhip, has tended to confirm the king in this opinion, that he has 

loft the emperor’ s confidence.

500 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.

P O Z O B U E N O  T O  R I P P E R D A .

,Or/brd (London, M ay 23, 1726.) T H E  account I tranfmitted td your exccl- 

Papers. ■week o f  what paffed between the king and the dutchefs o f  Kendal,

Tratijlation. jord Townfhend and fir Robert W alpole'in regard to the letter from the em- 

prefs o f  Germany, has been confirmed to me from another quarter. I alfo 

know by the fame channel, that Fabrice, chamberlain to the king as cleflor, 

his favourite, told the imp"ferial refident that the king was uneafy pn account o f 

the fituation in which he ftands with the emperor, and he added, that Fabrice 

after abufing lord Townfhend as overbearing and violent in his refolutions, de­

clared that he would never fpeak to him in future. T he refident attempted to 

appeafe his anger, but in vain, for Fabrice protefted that he feared no one, 

becaufe in all he did and faid, he confulted only the intereft o f  his mafter, and 

he requefted the refident to furnifh him according to his promifes with thofe 
papers, which prove the ill confcquences o f the treaty o f Hanover in regard to 

the emperor and empire, and which give the reafons that induce the emperor 

to protefl and fupport the Oftend company; and promifed not to omit the firft 

opportunity o f laying them before the king in the fame manner as he had done 

thofe which the refident had before entrufted him with.

H e alfopropofed to the refident an interview with the duchefs o f Kenda), 

in which interview he might give his reafons, which would be well received, 

and might produce good effefls. For he was well informed that the duchefs 

defired peace, from aa apprehenfion o f being expofed to certain misfortunes 

which threaten her; her principal care is to prevent thofe misfortunes from 

happening unexpeftedly. T o  obtain that end fhe would ufe all her efforts; 

for, if  a rupture with the emperor fhould take place, Ihe would be precluded 

from carrying her defigns into execution, which is to retire into Germany, and 

convey away the large fums of money which Ihe pofleffes in England. Fabrice

con-



concluded that the motive which induces the duchtfs. of’ Kendal to lean to Period III. 

the opinion o f W alpole, to avoid a war, is not, as fhc declares, becaufc it is 

the intereft o f England, but from I'elf-intereft. That the mil'underftanding i7a6.,

between Townfhend and W alpole daily increafes, and that it was for fomc 

concealcd purpofe that W alpole lately paid a vifit to Pukcney, his antagonift 

in parliament; after having been three times refufed. Fabricc iniaj înes tHat 

W alpole is fo defirous o f  getting rid Townfhend, that he is capable o f tc~ 

cortciling hitnfelf with Pulteney, and o f  placing him in Townfhend’s poft.

Fabtlce infilled that the refidcnt fliould determine on difperling the pa­

pers which he intended publishing; he dwelt on the favourable conf'eqiicnces 

which wotild refult from it, and even went fo far as to hint, that in confequence 

o f the mifunderftanding between W alpole and Townfhend, and the publica­

tion o f thefe papers, out 6 f *40 members, who now voted for the court, 200 

would join oppofition in the next parliament. He pfomifed to inform him 

what the king would propofe to the parliament at the opening o f the next fel- 

fions. The conference continued two hours.'^* I have not been able to 

difcover, i f  the propofed vifit was confented to by the refident, but I- will 

make enquiries, that I may inform the king as foon as poiEble. It appears 

that this conference was Dccafioned by the altercation which pafl’ed between 

Townfhend and Fabrice laft week. Fabrice in concurrence with feveral 

perfons of diflin8idn having endeavoured to prevail on the king not to confirm 

the fentence o f death, lately pafled on a criminal, but to commute it for lome 

other punifhment; the king confented and declared his inclination to Tow n­

fhend. But Townfhend oppofed this refolution; and obfervcd that the cri­

minal did not deferve pardon, becaufe in addition to tlie offence, for which he 

was condemned, he had committed feveral other, crimes. Fabrice fpoke 

warmly in fayour o f the criminal; and infilled that as it was the king’ s incli­

nation he fhould be pardoned. Townfhend broke off the converfation ab- 

rupdy by faying, that neither himfclf nor Fabrice could fettle the difpute; 

and he afterwards ftated the fentence to the king as conformable to the laws 

o f  England, and reprefented fo ftrongly the bad confequcnces that would re­

fult from the pardon, that the fentence was confirmed.
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P « rio d m . P O r O B U E M O *  T O  R I P P E R D A .
»7»0«frt7«7 .
‘ The duchefs o f Kendal correfponds with the emfrefi o f  Germany.•^Menti(m$

die mifunderjlanding between Townfkend and Walpole.-— Palm's cabals with 

Pulteney.— Caufe o f Walpble'i vifit to Pulieney.

Walpole. (London, M ay 30, 1726.) A  Few days after the departure o f  the laft poft, 

I  happened to meet with the imperiaJi refident, and, without making the 

STrenJltuion. fligHleft inquiry refpeCling the conference he had had with M.. Fabrice the 

preceding weekj he imparted to me all I wrote to you in cypher, and added, 

thai, a l^ u g h  he had yielded to Fabrice’s propofal o f  paying a vifit to the 

(duchefs o f  Kendal, he had thought proper to inform him, that he Ihould not 

pay it very l^ ed ily , becaufe the frequent conferences o f  the Englifh minifters 

and the French embalTador, with the Pruffian miiafter, had given him caufe to 

entertain fome fufpicions. Upon which Fabrice had aflured him that he might 

make his mind pcrfcftly eafy, for he was well informed there was nothing 

in thefe conferences. * *  H e then proceeded to communicate to me, that 

he had learned from a fafe, and certain quarter, that the duchefs o f Kendal had 

copied afrefh a letter to the emprefs, difliated by the Hano\'erian minifter 

(which fee had previoufly written in prefence o f the-fame miniftfir) omitting 

the claufe in£ert<ed in the firfl; letter by the advice o f  lord Townfliend, 

rcfpcQ:bg the abolition o f the Oftend company, and that this letter had 

been fent by a different route, unknown to lord Townfliend. T he re- 
&dent alfo fpoke to me o f the diviGon fubiifting between Townfliend and 

Robert W alpole, which he defcribed a.s very great; aiid attributed to it the 

apprehenfions entertained here, that the Dutch will not accede to the general 

tcnns of the treaty o f  Hanover. Fox though aflurances were given laft week 

that they would now difpenfe with the condition, relating to the Algerines, 

yet England and France, will not, by any meana admit o f  that article, or 

o f  another, more effesntial; namely, that the Dutch fliall be at liberty to 

go to war, or not, even after the conclufion o f  a general accefllon; it is 

conftdered as certain, that the republic will not accede to the meafures o f the 

two crowns. Thefe arguments are very current Heue, and have produced a 

great emotion in the public m ind; nor is that emotion diminiflied by the in­

formation that Sweden will maintain the treaties o f  Vienna. For although 

general Diemai, produced here, laft Saturday, a letter from the king o f Swe­

den, declaring that his minifter at Vienna had exceeded his inllrutlions, in

figning
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figoing the emperor’s aft o f  acceflion, and that this ftep could not aflPeft the perioa li i .  

good underftanding, and treaties with his Britannic m ajefty; this declaration is 

■not fufficient to hinder a belief from prevailing, that he will accede to t!lofe "17*6.

treatiey*: a circumftance which augments the gcfieral fufpicion is, the fear 

which is entertained, that the czarina will go from Peterfburgh to Riga, next 

June. F o r  whatever care minifters may take to conceal every Unpleafant 

fafcl, and to keep a guarded filence, even with their greateft intimates, yet the 

natioM is apprized that whatever hoftilities arife in the north, they will pay 

dearly for them. T h ey  obferve that moft o f  the fa6ls difclofed to them re- 

fpeding our treaties with Vienna, are not truly dated, and that even the treaty 

o f  Hanover has not produced the effefts they were Ib liberally taught to e x -  

p eft; they even fhew difpleafure at the facility with which the parliament has 

permitted itfelf to be led by the influence o f the minifter.

T h e refident alfo told me, that M r, Pulteney, the oracle o f  oppofitiorr, 

who is very intimate with him and Staremberg, hao''g?.ven him this information.

Pulteney alfo took great pains to inform him that lie was ufing tfvery exertion 

to pubUfh a work, before the fitting o f jwrliament, in which he will prove, by 

the cleareft evidence, the mifconduft o f  the prefent government; taking up 

the fubjeft previous to the taxation o f  the catholics, and accufing Robert 

W alpole o f mifmanagement o f  the public money, and official malverfation.

H e will alfo difplay the Hate o f  the national debt, and the violent temper o f 

lord Townfhend, which has reduced the nation to the brink of ruin, and whofe 

manner o f  afting, he fays, feems to {hew a defign fi)rmed by him and W al­

pole, to facrificc this king and raife the pretender to the throne,* Palm fur- • sec p. 

ther fays, that Pulteney afterwards treats o f  the reftitution o f  Port-Mahon 

and Gibraltar to Spain, without entering into the difficulties which he kiiows 

are made refpefting it by the prefent miniftry, rather for their own pri­

vate endcj than on account o f  the impoffibility o f his Britannic majefty’s ful­

filling his promife, which he fays, might be done with the confent o f  the na­

tion, provided the prefent'miniftry were changed. I would not enter into any 

difpute with Palm on this fub}e&, or (hew any curiofity refpefting Pultency’ » 

intrigues, I contented myfelf with praifing the addrefs Pulteney fliews in at­

tacking his antagonids, with the very fame arms they ufe in their defence.

I have endeavoured to difcover the reafon why W alpole weift to vifit Pul­

teney, and I have learned that it was in order to tell him that he, W alpole, 

having received information o f  a defign to fet his houfe on fire, it was necef-
fary
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Period III. fary for Pulteney, who was his neighbour, to  be oii his gnard, but Pultency 

l^,*1^2nj'anfwered, he was under no apprehenfions, becaufe the threats did not apply to 

J726. him, b u t that if  his houfe fuftained any damage by the conflagration o f  W al­

pole’s, he Ihould rely on the parliament, and on W alpole himfelf to iiijiemnify 

him,* and thus ended the vifit which made fo much noife, and which having 

been renewed three times, though Pulteney had been denied, gave rife to many 

obfervations fimilar to thofe o f Fabricc.

C O U N T  P A L M  T O  T H E  E M P E R O R .

Lord Towii/liend has the principal direBion o f foreign affairs.— Always oppofei 

Ike emperor,— Palm confults with oppoJition.’-^And at their injligation, advijes 

the emperor to contradiU the ajjertions that he intended to ajpji the pretender.

London, Deceoiber 13, 1716,

the prefent circumftsp-ces, when the violent proceedings o f the Englijh  

- minijiry againft the Spanifti court, have the appearance o f  an almoft in-

evitable breach o f the peace with that court, and when it is to be feared that

....... .— . all Europe may be plunged in a deftruftive war, I, ujrged by my duty and zeal,

Ittcjfher. },ave endeavoured to learn i° . how the nation is inchnedon that head, and 2".

who it is in reality that labours to blow thefe coals. A s to the firft, it is moft 

certain that the greateft part o f  the nation, nay, as I h ive been told by people 

f)j good experience and knowledge  ̂ even two thirds o f it are difcontented at the 

prefent miniftrj', and not only abhor the war with Y . I. M . and Spain, but 

alfo the ftriQ: alliance and union with Francc- A s to the fecond, it is no lefs 

inanifeft, that the caufe o f  thefe meafures, fo precipitate and tending to a dan­

gerous rupture, can be imputed to none elfe but the Englijh minijlry, that is 

to fay, to my lord Townlhend. For the king as to himfelf, is o f  a peaceable 

difpofition, and not to be brought to proceedings o f  that nature, unlefs he has 

been induced to it by fuch mifreprefentations and falfe fuggellzons as have 

been able to create a  mfpicion and hearty fear in him.

I have juft now faid, that , the nation is not inclined to a war, efpecially 

againft Y .  I .  M . and it is very well known to the publick, that the Oftend 

commerce is a grievance induftrioufly enhanced by the mini|liy» to animate 

the nation, aifd make them cry out againft Y .  I. M . fancying that you might

•  Sec an account o f this vifit in (Pdteney’s) “  Anfwcr to Oat Part o f an Injamus Libel,'* p. 45.

thereby
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t h e r e b y  b e  i n d u c e d  t o  e r a t i f y  t h e m  f t h e  m i n i f t r y )  a s  w e l l  i n  t h i s  p o i n t  d i r e f t l y .  Period II I .
• J -  CLl • I rr • 1720101727.a s  l E d i r e c t l y  in  o t h e r  a f f a i r s .  ■_ ^
I n  f o m e  o f  m y  f o r m e r ,  b u t  c f p e c i a l l y  i n  m y  r e f l e t l i o n s  u p o n  t h e  a n f w e r  1726, 

g i v e n  t o  t h e  S p a n i f h  c o u r t ,  I  m e n t i o n e d  h o w  g r e a t  a  m i t l a k c  t h e  m i n i l t r y  w e r e  
g u i l t y  o f  i n  t h a t  a n f w e r ,  a n d  h o w  t h e y  c o m m i t t e d  fo  f a l f e  a  f t c p ,  t h a t  i t  is a l -  
m o f t  i m p o f f ib l e  f o r  t h e m  t o  m a k e  i t  c o n f i f l  w i t h  t h e i r  h o n o u r  a n d  l e c u r i t y  n o t  
t o  m a k e  a  w a r .  B u t  w h o  is  t h e  p r i m u m  m o b i l e  i n  t h e  m i n i f t r y ,  * tis  v e r y  w e l l  
k n o w n  t o  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d ,  t h a t  i t  c a n  b e  b u t  m y  l o r d  T o w n l h e n d .  F o r  h is  
b r o t h ’c r  R .  W a l p o l e ,  t h o ’ h i s  p o w e r  a n d  c r e d i t  b e  f a r  g r e a t e r ,  y e t  h e  p r o p e r l y  
d o c s  n o t  m e d d l e  w i t h  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  b u t  r e c e i v e s  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e m  in  g e n e r a l ,  
l e a v i n g  f o r  t h e  r e f t ,  t h e  d i r e f t i o n  o f  t h e m  e n t i r e l y  t o  l o r d  T o w n f h e n d .  A s  f o r  
o t h e r s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o n e  t h a t  h a s  a n y  f l i a r e  i n  t h o l e  a f f a i r e s ,  b e f id e s  t h e  d u k e  o f  
N e w c a f t l e  o n l y .  B u t  t h e n  i t  is  a l f o  k n o w n  t o  e v e r y  b o d y ,  t h a t  th is  l a t t e r  is  
n o t h i n g  b u t  a  f i g u r e  o f  f e c r e t a r y  o f  f t a t e ,  b e i n g  o b l i g e d  t o  c o n f o r m  h i m l e l t  in  
e v e r y  t h i n g  t o  l o r d  T o w n l h e n d ,  w h o  i s  p r o p r i e  ^ u t o r  e t  a n i m a  n e g o t i o r u m .
N o w ,  a s  l o n g  a s  h is  l o r d f h i p  c o n t i n u e s  in  h i s  p o r t ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  h o w  o n e  
n i a y  e x p e C l  f r o m  E n g l a n d  a  f i n c e r e  g o o d  u n d e r f t a n d i n g  a n d  u n d i f t u r b e d  a l ­
l i a n c e ;  f o r  t h e  k n o w n  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h i s  m i n i f t e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  p r e f e n t  c o n ­
d i t i o n  o f  a f f a i r s ,  h u r r i e d  Tby h i m  t o  t h e  b r i n k  o f  a  r u p t u r e ,  a r c  a n  o b l t r u d i o n  
t o  f u c h  a n  a m i c a b l e  c o m p o f i t i o n  a s  m i g h t  b e  r c l y e d  u p o n .  A s  f o r  h i s  p r i n ­
c i p l e s ,  i t  i s  k n o w n  t h a t  h e  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  a g a i n f t  t h e  f y f t e m  o f  E u r o p e ,  a s  
f e t d e d  b y  t h e  q u a d r u p l e  a l l i a n c e ; f o r  h e  h a s  t o l d  u p o n  t h a t  h e a d ,  t h a t  h a d  i t  
d e p e n d e d  u p o n  h i m ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  o r d e r e d  i t  l b ,  t h a t  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  y o u r  
i m p e r i a l  m a j e f t y  g o t  b y  i t ,  f l i o u l d  h a v e  c o f l  y o u  d e a r e r .  ( T h o f e  w e r e  h i s  v e r y  
e x p r e f f i o n s . j  S i n c e  h e  c a m e  t o  t h e  m i n i f t r y ,  e x p e r i e n c e  l ia s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  
h e  h a s ,  a lm o f t  u p o n  a l l  o c c a f i o n s ,  a £ l e d  a g a i n f t  y o u r  i m p e r i a l  m a j e i t y '^  i n -  
t e r e f t s ; o f  w h ic h  t h e  f t c p s  t a k e n  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d ,  b o t h  a t  C a m -  
b r a y ,  a n d  f i n c e ,  a r e  e v i d e n t  p r o o f s ,  a n d  f h e w  h i s  r e a l  d i f a f f e f l i o n .  B e f id e s  
t h i s ,  n o b o d y  i s  i g n o r a n t  o f  w h a t  h e  f a id  i n  p a r l i a m e n t ,  f o r  in  h i s  f p c e c h e s ,  h e  
r a n  i n t o  f u c h  e x c e f l e s ,  t h a t  a l l  i m p a r t i a l  p e o p l e  c o u l d  n o t  h e a r  o f  t h e m  w i t h ­
o u t  h o r r o r .  I n  t h is  f i t u a t i o n ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  w e  c a n  n e v e r  p r o m i f e  t o  o U r -  
f e lv e s  a n y  g o o d  f r o m  h i m ;  f o r  I h o u l d  w e  e v e n  r e f o l v e  t o  f o r g e t  h i s  a u d a c i o u f ^  
n e f s  a n d  i n d i f c r e t i o n ,  a n d  f h o u l d  h e  d i f g u i f e  h i s  n a t u r a l  o p i n i o n  a n d  i n c l i n a t i o n ,  
y e t  a l l  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  n e g o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i m ,  w o u l d  n o t  b e  l a f t i n g ,  b a t  w e  f h o u l d  
e v e r  r u n  t h e  r i f l i ,  u p o n  e v e r y  p r o f f e r e d  o c c a f io n ,  o f  h i s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  m a x -  
i m e s  f o r m e r l y  u f e d  b y  h i m ,  a n d  e n t i r e l y  f u i t a b l e  t o  b i s  genius,
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P erio d  H I .  A s  m u c h  a s  t h i s  m a n  is  a n  o b f t r u f l i o n  t o  a  g e n e r a l  q u i e t  a n d  r e a f o n a b l e
1̂ 7z p to  1727 . 35 e a f y  a s  j t  ^ v o u ld  h e  t o  a r r i v e  a t  i t ,  w e r e  h e  n o  l o n g e r  in  th e r w a y ,

i f i t .  a n d  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  d i r e f t i o n  o f  a f f a i r s .  F o r  th e  n a t i o n  in  g e n e r a l  h a te s  
h i m ,  a n d  t h e  k i n g  h i m f e l f  is  n o t  w e l l  i n c l i n e d  t o  h i m  b y  h i s  o w n  c h o i c c ,  b u t  
h e  o n l y  k t e p s  h i m f e l f  i n  p o w e r  a n d  c r e d i t ,  b e c a u f e  h e  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r  h a v e  
i n   ̂ d e f p o t i c k  m a n n e r  r e n d e r e d  t h c m f e l v e s  m a i l e r s  o f  a l l  a f f a i r s .  I t  is  t r u e  
t h e y  h a v e  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  o n  t h e i r  f i d e ;  b u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  w o n d e r e d  a t ,  f o r  
u p o n  t h e  f o o t  t h a t  m a t t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o n  w i t h in  t h e f e  f e w  y e a r s ,  w h e n  
t h e  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  c o n f e q u e n t l y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  b o u g h t  w i th  g r e a t  p e n f i o n s  
a n d  e m p l o y m e n t s ;  i t  i s  n o  g r e a t  ( k i l l  t o  h a v e  g a i n e d  th e  p a r l i a m e n t .  B u t  
t h e n  I  h a v e  b e e n  afCarcd, fro m  a very good hand, t h a t  i f  i t  i h o u l d  b e  o n c e  p e r ­
c e i v e d ,  t h a t  t h e  m i n i f t r y  a r e  n o t  d e e p  i n  t h e  k i n g ’s  f a v o u r ,  a n d  t h a t  h i s  m a j e f t y
I h o u l d  o u t  o f  d i f l i k e  t o  t h e m ,  m a k e  f o m e  f l ie w  o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e m ,  i n  t h a t  v e r y
m o m e n t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a  t u r n ,  a n d  m o f t  o f  t h e m  u p o n  w h o m  t h e  m i n i f t r y  

d e p e n d ,  w o u l d  p u l l / ) f i F  t h e  m a f k ,  a n d  d e c l a r e  a g a i n f t  t h e m .  B u t  a s  
l o n g  a s  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  h a p p e n ,  i t  i s  n o t  f o  m u c h  a s  t o  b e  f u p p o f e d ,  t h a t  t h e  p a r ­
l i a m e n t  w i l l  o p p o f e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  u n l e f s  t h e  k i n g d o m  f h o u l d  c o m e  t o  b e  
p l u n g e d  i n t o  f o m e  v i f i b l e  r u i n  o r  d a n g e r ;  f o r  t h o ’ m o r e  t h a n  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t  
h a v e  a f t u a l l y  o p p o f e d ,  a n d  w il l  d i l l  o p p o f e  i t ,  y e t  t h i s  c a n  h a v e  n o  e f f e f t ,  b e -  
t a u f e  th e  m i n i l t e r s  w i l l  a lw a y s  g e t  t h e  b e t t e r  b y  t h e i r  p u r c h a f e d  m a j o r i t y .  
T h e  n a t i o n  i t f e l f  i s  n o t  f a t i s f y e d  w i th  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t ,  b e c a u f e  e v e r y  b o d y  
k n o w s  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  o n e  t im e  o u t  o f  m i n d ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  m i n i f t e r s  
h a v e  b e e n  f o  c o r r u p t e d  a n d  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  c o u r t .

F o r  t h o u g h  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  h a s  a p p r o v e d  t h e  m e a f u r e s  a n d  c n g a g e m e i l t s  
t a k e n  w i t h  f o r e i g n  p o w e r s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  F r a n c e ,  y e t  t h e  n a t i o n  in  g e ­
n e r a l ,  h i g h  a n d  l o w ,  a r e  o f  a  c o n t r a r y  o p i n i o n ;  t h e  c lo f e  u n d e r f t a n d i n g  w i t h  
F r a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  h o f t i l e  p r o c e e d i n g s  t o w a r d s  y o u r  i m p e r i a l  m a j e f t y ,  b e i n g  d i f -  
a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e t n .  N o w ,  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  m i n i f t r y  c a n  p r o d u c e  n o t h i n g  t&  
c o n v i n c e  t h e  n a t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  h a s  r e a f o n  t o  f e a r  a n y  h o f t i l e  a £ l  f r o m  y o u r  i m ­
p e r i a l  m a j e f t y ,  o r ' y o u r  a l l i e s ,  t h a t  o p i n i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  a l t e r e d ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  b l a m e  
r e t u r n s  u p o n  t h e  m i n i f t r y .  F r o m  w h ic h  o n e  m a y  c o n c l u d e ,  t h a t  a s  l o n g  a s  
y o u r  i m p e r i a l  m a j e f t y  a n d  y o u r  a l l i e s  d e f ig n  n o t h i n g  in  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  p r e ­
t e n d e r ,  a n d  •will make it known Jo to the world, th e  i m p u t a t i o n s  i n v e n t e d  o n  
t h a t  h e a d  b y  t h e  m i n i f t r y ,  w i l l  d o  h u r t  t o  n o n e  b u t  t h e m f e l v e s .  F o r  t h e  n a ­
t i o n  m u f t  c l e a r l y  f e e  h o w  i l l  t h e y  a r e  l e d  o n  b y  t h e  m i n i f t r y .  Some eminent 

fuhjettSi who are wtll inclined to your imperial majejiy’s fcrvice^ and extremely

cpfiofed
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eppofed to the prefsnt maxims, o f  the mini/iry, h a v e  a f f u r e d  m e ,  n o t  o n l y  t h a t  Period l i r .  
t h e  f e id  m i n i f t i y  are extremely putt to it, b u t  a l f o ,  t h a t  i f  y o v ir  i m p e r i a l  m a j e f t y  
a n d  t h e  k i n g  o f  Spm \ Jhould continue with the Jame fleddinrfs as hilherto, a n d  1726 .
t h e  n a t i o t i  l ie  c o n v i n c e d  h e f i d e s  t h a t  a l l  i s  f a l f e 'a n d  g r o u n d l c f s ,  w h ic h  t h e y  
a r e  t o l d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e j u d i c e  t h e m  a g a i n f t  t h e  t r e a t y  o f  V i e n n a ,  a n d  t o  r e n d e r  
i t  o d i o u s ,  t h e n  t h e  m i n i f t r y  w o u l d  n o t  l o n g  h e  a b l e  t o  b l i n d  t h e  p e o p le ,  a n d  
p l a y  t h e i r  c h e a t i n g  t r i c k s :  a n d  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  made to pkafe the nation, 

a n d  t h e  m o f t  f e n f i b l e  j w l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w o u l d ,  i n  d u e  t i m e ,  p r o d u c e  a  g o o d  
e f F e f t .  N o w ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  p r o m o t e  t h i s  p o i n t  a n d  y o u r  i m p e r i a l  m a j c f t y ’t  
f c r v i c e ,  a n d  d e p r i v e  t h e  m i n i f t r y  o f  a l l  f t r e n g t h  a n d  c r e d i t ,  w h ic h  t h e y  f o  
m i g h t i l y  e n d e a v o u r  t o  p r e f e r v c  b o t h  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d ,  Uke opinion o f  the. 

well intentioned is, t h a t  b e f i d c s  t h e  aforementioned Jleddinefi o f  y o u r  i m p e r i a l  
m a j e f t y  a n d  S p a i n ,  a  t r u e  f t a t e  o f  t h e  p r e f e n t  m a t t e r s  f l i o u l d  b e  f a i r l y ,  a n d  
■with c o n v i n c i n g  p r o o f s ,  l a i d  b e f o r e  t h e  k i n g :  a s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ,  i t  m a y  b e  d o n e  

. b y  p u b l i f t i i n g  i n  p r i n t ,  a n d  b y  w o r d  o f  m o u t h - i n f i o n n a t i o n  t o  /uch as have 

mofl credit and influence among them. A n d  t o  t h e  k i n g ,  i t  f l i o u r d  b e  d o n e  by  

a  c o n f i d e n t i a l  c h a n n e l ;  t h e n ,  i f  h i s  m a j e f t y  w e r e  t h u s  r e t r i e v e d  b y  b e t t e r  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n s  a n d  a f f u r a n c e j  f r o m  h i s  f a l f e  i m p r e f f io n s ,  a n d  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  h i s  
E n g l i f l i  m i n i f t e r s  i n t e n d e d  t o  l e a d  h i m  o n  in  f o  d a n g e r o u s  a  w a y ,  t h e r e  is  n o  
d o u b t  b u t  h e  w o u l d  a p p l y  t o  b e t t e r  c o u n c i l s ,  a n d  t h e n  there would be foun d  

fom e people who would enforce fu ch  good difpojitions, a n d  b r e a k  t h e  n e c k  o f  t h e  
p r e f e n t  m i n i f t r y .  I  k n o w  m o f t  c e r t a i n l y  t h a t  t h e  k i n g  l o v e s  t o  l e a r n  f o m e  
t h i n g s  i n  m a t e r i a  n e g o c i o r u m  p u b l i c o r u m  b y  o t h e r  h a n d s  t h a n  by his m in i f l .  
t e r s ; w h ic h  i t  m a y  v e r y  w e lJ  b e ,  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  a  f u J p i c io n  h e  h a s ,  t h a t  h ia  
m i n i f t e r s  d o  n o t  a c q u a i n t  h i m  w i th  t h e  t r u e  c i r c u m f t a n c e s  o f  m a t i e r s .  T h e  
k i n g  h a s  m a n y  t im e s  h a d  f u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n s  c o n v e y e d  t o  h i m ,  w h i c h  h e  h a *  
t a k e n  a s  k i n d l y  a s  o n e  c o u l d  c x p e £ l  f r o m  a  m i n d  f o  p r e p o f f e f l t  a s  h i s  i s ,  a n d  
t h i s  g i v e s  r e a f o n  t o  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  w h a t  o n e  w o u l d  d c f i r e  t o  convey  t o  h i m  i n  
t h a t  m a n n e r ,  w o u l d  h a v e  a  g o o d  e f f c 6 l .

C O U N T  P A L M  T O  T H E  E M P E R O K .

Courts Pulteneyy as the great and popular leader o f oppofition art inclined 

favour the imperial interefl.— Opinions and conduH o f the duchefi o f Kendal 

and the lin g ’ s German miniflert.-^Employs Fabricus to infufe into the king 

Jcntimtnts 9/ averfion to the £,ngUJh miniflers. .

3 1 a  (London,

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 507



Periodlll. (London, December 17, 1726.) B Y  my laft P . S. I told your imperial 
i 7 z o to  17 3 7 . feveral opinions o f the king, the miniftry, and the nation; by tlie

1726 , prelcnt I  have to mention fomething more upon that fubjeO:. Amongft the

In cypher, fcvcral confiderablq fubjeBs in this country that are very well eliclin’ d for 

Officialtranf. intcreft, William Pultney is the chief and the weightieft. This man ik 
lation, very rich and experienced, and as every body knows thefe his eminent quali­

ties, and believes that he will fometime or another come to the direftion o f  the 

affairs, he has a very great party amounting to near the third part o f the houfc 

o f  commons. H e is alfo beloved by the common people, and makes fo great 

an oppofition to W alpole in the houfe o f  commons, that they have often en­

deavour’d to gain him, but it has been to no purpofe, becaufe he is dilTatis- 

fied with the maximes purfued at prefcnt, and not only infifts upon a conftant 

alliance and good underftanding with your imperial majefty, but alfo is entirely 

againft the clofe underftanding with France. H e had formerly a confiderable 

and pretty profitable employment about the king, but he freely and from his 

own motive'refigned it, when he faw that the miniftry a£led contrary to the 

fyfteme introduced formerly; and he being befides rich and confiderable, and 

caring for no employment, he has aim’d at and acquired the name o f a true 

Englilh patriot. His party confifts in the richeft and moft confiderable peo­

ple o f  this nation: nay moft o f  thofe who at prefent enjoy pofts and penfions 

from the court, and are oblig’d to behave as creatures o f  the court, are bis in­

timate friends, who very frankly own to him, that they are as little fatisfied as 

himfelf, and only diflemble for their interefts fake, but that if the [prefent] mi­

niftry ftiou’d once totter, they wou’d then foon and willingly throw off the 

mafk.

Now thofe who are properly his opponents [o r  adverfaries] as ŵ cll as the 

bafis o f the prefent condu6l o f  the Englifh court, arc none but Townfliend and 

the family o f W alpole, which however, is not fo confiderable as to be able to 

fupport themfelves by their own ftrcngth; and are befides this, for the moft 

part, if  not all o f them, hated by the nation and the common people.

This aforefaid perfon [Pulteney] therefore, I have thought indifpenfably ne- 

ceffary for promoting your imperial majefty’s prefent and future intereft to 

manage by all ways and means, and he has aflur’d me from time to time, that 

ihefe are liis co.nftant principles: that this nation ought to be at all limes in a 

clofe alliancc and confidence with your imperial majefiy. For this reafon* there­

fore
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fore I have, purfuant to the 8th article o f my inftruftions made him fenfible IW* 

o f  what freally] paffes, fhewing him at the fame time the falfity o f  thofe re- 

ports, and the poyfon o f thofe imputations infinuated to the nation by the m i- ' 7*̂ *

niftry, to the no fmall prejudice o f  your imperial majcftv; by wliich I have 

gain’dTo much, that the fufpicious and dangerous views o f the mitiilli y [in fet- 

ting forth thofe reports] have been o f but fmall effcft, the well affcBion’d 

having been confirm’d in their good opinion. H e has often protcflcd to me, 

that were the king, for his own perfon, once brought to other thoughts, and 

if  he*did not fuffer himfelf to be thus lead by his miniftry, the violent conda£l 

o f  this court wou’d foon change, and the prefent dark clouds o f difcord wou’d 

difperfe with the change o f the prefent miniftry, the fir/t ftcp to which [latter] 

wou’d be to make the king fenfible o f his real interefts, and o f  the bad meafures 

taken by his Englifli miniftry. It feems to be difficult to effeft this; for the 

king is quite captivated and befieg’d by his minidry; he gives credit to mod 

o f  their finifter impreflions, and loves quiet too much to gu upon a long fcarrh 

and examination; for which reafon it will be vexing to him when he is to rid 

himfelf o f his miniftry.

The dutchefs o f  Kendal talks nothing upon fuch fiibjefls with him, partly 

fearing to hurt his health, and partly too, becaufe flic keeps great mealures with 

W alpole and Townfliend; (he having befidcs her yearly fcnfion o f fcven 

thoul'and and five hundred pounds flerling, another fecrct penfion, as alfo fur­

ther perquifites, which latter as well as the chief penfion is payd or not payd, 

according as flie hehaves well towards tlie miniftry. H er niece the lady W al- 

fingham has indeed great credit with the king, and more fpirit than the faid 

dutchefs; but as there is no body to rcprefent the affairs to her with vigour, nor 

fhe being any ways prompted on [to fpeak] flie is not much talk’d of, and yet 

I  have been confidently told, that flic, at a ccrtain time, oppos’d the opinion 

o f ihe miniftry, and fincerily told the king what was his real imereft, according 

to her capacity.

Amongft the king’s German minifters, there is none who has credit and re- 

folution enough to exhort him [the king] with vigour. Count Bothmar’ s in­

clinations indeed are good, but then he fears lord Townfliend and W alpole too 

m u ch : it alfo feems partly that he cannot rcprefent matters to the king as it 

ought to be done, or elfe that the king dos not put fufficient faith in him.

T he grand marftiall o f Hartenberg’s credit is likewife but fmall, and tho’ the 

jninillers defpife him, yet he has no courage nor power to oppofe them, and to

make
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P e rio d lll. make the king fen/ible o f the truth. The third German minifter, HattorfF, if 
17zoto 1737,. j  bclov’d by the king, and dos him good ferviocsj but he never enjer’ d 

17*6. into fuch affairs, nor will he ever undertake to do it.

But then there is another perfon whom the Icing likes pretty mucli, and whom 

he fometiraes talkes to with great confidence: this perfon is the king’s Urd o f 

the bed chambcr [or chamberlain], Fabrice, who frequently takes an oppor­

tunity to fpeak o f  the condutt o f his Englifh minifters, and is fo well liften’d 

to , that the king even told him, he fhou’ d be glad to be fometimes entertain’d 

by him with fuch informations. This perfon is mightily belov’d at court; and 

b y  all the Englifti, Townfliend only excqpted, with whom he dos not ftand 

well, but the king knows o f  it, and privately gives him right, in fo much that 

tho' Townfhend has done all he could to  thruft him away, yet it has been to 

no purpofe, he ftill continuing in the king’ s affeftion and confidence. I have 

often made a fecret ufe o f  this perfon to reprefent to the king how falfe all 

thofe imputations are, that are fett forth to the prejudice o f  your imperial 

majefty, and your allies, and that tl»ey tend to nothing elfe but to break the 

friendftip and’ alliancc flill fuhfifting between your imperial majefty and the 

king, and to create difference aud mifchief.

Formerly, and when the minifters ftill promifcd to (̂ le king, that they wou’d 

fortify themfelves, and that they fhou’ d be in a condition to execute their de- 

Cgns, t!he king being then likewife full o f the receiv’d bad impreffions, thofe 

reprcfentations {o f Fabrice] were but o f little effeQ, but at prefent when his 

majefty fees plainly that, fho«’ d it come to a ruptw c, the fituation o f foreign 

affairs wou’d be dangerous for him, it feems as if  he liftens with more atten­

tion to rhefeexhortations, and that he harbours a fufpicion againft his Englifh 

minifters, notwithftanding tliat they wou’ d infinuate to him beforehand, that 

even tho’  it ftiou’ d come to a rupture yet he had nothing to fear for his G e r- 

fnan dominions, becaufe it wou’ d never come to a general war by land, but 

fthat the -war wou’d] only co-nfift in burning fomc Spaiiilh fhips, and in fomc 

warlike operations in the W eft-Indies. Thus much I cou’d at prefent 

eafily j-udgc from Fabrice*s difcourfe, as well as otherwife, that the mi- 

nift£TS clo all they can to prevent the king's cosning to the knowledge of 

noauerc.
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S I N Z E N D O R F F  T O  P A L M .  Periodlll.-
17201017*7.

Denies the offenfive alliance concerning Gibraltar.— The propofed viarriage *

tween don Carlos and an archduchefi.

(Vienna, December 21, 1726.) W E  fee plainly by the proceedings againft Orford 

Spain, that England feeks by all means to compell Spain by force, in order to 

break with us, as St. Saphorin gives out, in purfuance o f their allyance.

This arrifes chiefly from hence, becaiife the miniftry cannot fupport themfclves 

Gtherwife than by troubling and confounding matters. W c niuft wait to fee 

whether the nation will fuffer themfelves to be lead away blindly any longer.

D o  they fay that there is a fecret engagement entred into in the ofFenfive al- 

lyance concerning Gibraltar? that is the greateft untruth; as the treaty itfelf 

fhews. D o they fay that an agreement is made concerning the pretender? 

that is likewife the greateft untruth that can be imagined. Let them afkall the 

Jacobites whether they have heard one word from us or from Spain, that could 

be conftrued to mean fuch an enterprife, fo long as we don’t enter into a w a r ; . 

but then, we fhall help ourfelves as well as we can. In fhort the rnad Englifli 

miniftry fliall never bring us to any thing thro’ fear; our meafures are fo taken, 

that certainly we fliall be able to oppofe the aggrefl^br.

A s to the commerce o f Qftcnd, we have already made fuch Heps as flicw 

the pcaceable defires of-his imperial majefty, and we are ready every moment 

to go farther. Do they talk o f  a marriage between an archduchefs and don 

Carlosi* ’ T is very wonderful that they would prevent by a war now, a cafe 

that is fo far off from happening; which would not be avoided by a war, were 

it intended; which is a cafe put, but not granted. What dangei can Europe 

undergo by that? this only, that this being a prince o f the lioufe o f Bourbon, 

the drift union between P'ranee and Spain and this houfe will be promoted.

But if France itfelf, as it feems, oppofes this, and don’t care that a cadet of 
that family fliould rife (b high, then this fixes a difunion between France and 
Spain, which was attempted to be fixed by fo long and bloody a war. What 
then is the caufe and reafon for making war? the augmentation of 30,000 

men goes on; and we are fure of many friends.
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Period III. R I V A  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  M O D E N A ,
1 7 2 0 1 0 1 7 2 7 .

Pozobueno the SpaniJIi minijler at London on the point o f retiring.— Fahncus 

endeavours to fe t the kin^ againjl the Englijli miniJlerSy and to Jhav) that 

their meafures may prove the ruin o f his German dominions.

Orford (London, 27 December, 1726.) P O Z O B U E N O  has publiflied, that 

whoever has any demands upon him, on applying to fuch a banker, (hall be 

C^cial /ra;^-fatisfyed. This flep encrcafcs the fear o f a rupture. I faw him yefterday at 

Palm’ s, with whom I dined with other company. I told him that your high-
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Heejphered. nefs had thoughts o f fending a minifter to Madrid, to renew that good corre- 

Ipondence which your highncfl’efs's fituation had interrupted only in appearance. 

H e anfwcred, that ever fince I made him, four years ago, this overture o f your 

good intentions, he remembered he had told me, tliat a minifter from your 

bighnefs would be well received at his court, and that he would be fo, efpe- 

cially now that his king i? fo good a friend o f the emperor's.

Fabrice, a H anover gentleman, and in high favour with the king, has told 

me in confidence, that he has had the courage to tell his majefty, that the ani- 

moCty o f the Englifh minifl^rs engages him in affairs, which may prove the 

Tuine o f his ftates in Germany; and that if  war fhould be made, France might, 

with the mony o f England, conquer the Low-Countrys, in which cafe there 

will be a neceffity to make a new war in conjun£lion with old friends to take 

out o f the hands o f the French the faid J_ow-Countrys; and that France does 

not, for the fake o f  England and Holland, fliow fo much eagernes for a war, 

but for her own. Fabrice has confidentially told me, that he fpoke in this 

bold manner to the king, and that his majefty gave great attention to it, or­

dering him to fpeak freely to him o f affairs, as he had already begun. I cul­

tivate tiie friendfhip o f this perfon, becaufe I can by that means brevi raanu 

learn many things that come from the fountain-head.

aiR



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.

1 7 2 7 .

Period III. 
172010 17*7,
'--- ------- -

1 7 * 7 .

S I R  C H A R L E S  W A G E R  T O  S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .

Regrets that he has viijf 'cd the Spani/h Jlota.— Purpnjh that Porlobello, Pa­

nama, and other places in Spahi/k America, Jhould h e  attacked.

*S IR , Kent, about 15 leagues from Cape Spartcl, the r4tli M atdi, 7'.

J  Doubt not but you will hear with both ears, that admiral Caflagneta is ar- Orford 

riv ’d at Cadiz, with eight millions o f  picccs o f eight, and tha* all the reft of 

the flota is arriv ’d at one port or other, notwithftanding I was fent here on 

purpofe to intercept them. I think admiral Hopfon is very lucky, that I 

came in fo good time, to take the blame from him. A s vo my fclfe, I muR ‘ 

bear this misfortune as well as I can : but I confefs it is a great mortification 

to me, the’ I am not confcious to my fdfe, o f any one wrong ftep, that I have 

taken, but fo much the contrary, that i f  it were to do again, I don’t fee how 

I could do it better. For I find that I ju d g ’d perfectly right in altering the 

cruifing ftation, from oIF Cape St. Vincent, to 20 leagues, W . S. W . from 

Cape Spartel, for I knew, that they ufed to efcape formerly, by coming about 

that diftance from the coaft o f Barbary, and that was certainly Caftaneta’ s 

track now, as near as the wind and weather would give him leave; and tho’ 

that often puts us out o f our defigned ftadon, as alfo chacing o f ihips; yet 

I  happen’d for two or three days together, at the time he pafs’d, to be in as 

fair a way, as I could now choofe. H e  might go by in the night, or as it was 

then thick blowing weather, he might pafs by, at no great diftancc, tho’ not 

near eno’ to be fcen. But I need not fay fo much to you, for I am fatisfy’d that 

I am fo much favoured with your good opinion, that you do not fuppofe, that 

this misfonune proceeded from any negleQ; or want o f care in me; but I be- 

k ive  i  had better have been.at Parfons Green, looking after my garden, for I 

know, that people generally fupofc, that it is as eafy to intercept Ihips at fea; 

as to flop a coach at the end o f a ftreet; however, I muft bear it as well as I 

can.

W e  met with a (hip from St. Andero, that was order’ d to conic in the fame 

track, and avoid tl:e capes, for fear o f  our fquadron: flic is a fhip o f 46 guns, 

and 280 men, built at St. Andero, and bound to Cadiz, where they feem to 
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Period III. be endeavouring to make up a fquadron. But as I fuppofe moft o f  [he fliips 

1730101727. Havana are got into V igo, or the Groyn, as it is reported, I fjiall

1727. endeavour to prevent their joyning, if poffible, tho’ if they will attempt it, they 

will have a chance to efcape as thcfe had. I fend you inclofcd a lift o f  what 

fliips the Spaniards have, or are like to have, according to the feveral acdbunts 

I have had, and I belcive it is near the truth. A s to the fhips that are faid 

to be now come from the Havana, they may want fome refitting, tho’ feveral 

o f  them not much, having been clean’d (I beleive) at the Havana. But as I 

prefume they will take no certain refolution till they fee what they can ri.ake 

o f  Gibraltcr, in which feige, I am told by a French man that cam e’ from 

thence two days ago, they make but little progrels, he fays, they make a great 

fire, but do little damage, but four or five men having been kill’d, and no 

brcach m ade; that an engineer, and feveral martrofles, were arriv ’d for P o rt-  

•Mahon, which were much wanted, and I hope the Torbey is not far off, with 

the Ordinance ftorefhips (they were a little too backward) but I hope will come 

in good time,, as well as the troops from Ireland, who I am told put back. 

I  p ick ’d up two o f  their tranfports, which had three company’s and a halfe 

on bord, and fent them to Gibralter.

I am very forry now, that I fent the two feventy gun (hips to admiral H o - 

fier, who does not want them ; for now he has nothing to look after, but the gal­

leons. Some difcreet man, with four or five fhips, to the South Sea, next winter, 

may do ftrange things; the companys at New Y o rk  and other places with a litde 

lirip, might be carry’d to Portobel, by the fquadron in the W eft Indies, take 

tiiat place, and march over to Panama, meet your South Sea fquadron tljcre, 

and be carry’d to Li^na, or any where on that coaft; thefe things have been 

formerly in my head, and that, I fuppofe, makes them come again now. But 

you may juftly bid me mind my own bufinefs better, and not trouble my felfe 

to make projefls for other folks, therefore I afk pardon, and hope that i f  you 

find the Spaniards fnould get a fquadron together at Cadiz, fuperior to what 

I have (not looking upon a 50 gun fhip for a litie o f battle) 1 may be rein­

forced : I have mentioned this to lord Berkeley, and have fent to the duke o f  

Newcaftle, and to him the fame lift I fend herewith to you. The Spaniards 

are generally flow in their motions, fo hope they will not have this fquadron 

ready prefentl'y, tho’ they labour very hard at Cadiz, I hope to no purpofe. 

Perhaps if they find, they cannot eafyly take Gibralter, they will turn the feige 

into a blockade, and proceed on fome other projetl: tho’ there does not feem

any
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any appcarance o f any imbarkation for an army. But I forget that you have Period III.

not time to read long letters; but hope you will cxcufc this from, fir, vour

m o l i  o b e d i e n t  f e r v a f t t .  1727 .

H O R A C K  W A L P O L E  T O  S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z .

ParliamcnLary proceedings.— Pulteney's oppojition illJupporUd.

Poyntz
Paper*.

(Paris, May 22, 1727.) A S  to our domcftick politicks, when I was in 

Enghind, and I hear o f no alteration fincc, they went as well as could be 

wifhed. A ll queftions were carried with a great majority, and widi a good will £x>rail. 

on the part o f  the whiggs, who have been in a manner unanimous, excepting 

fome few, but very few, not amounting to ten at mod, who followed Mr, P ul- 

teney, who has had no fuccefTe in his oppofition, and gott no other reputation 

than that o f  endeavouring to facrifice the publick good to his own private re- • 

fentment, which refentment againft my brother W alpole, is founded upon pique 

and prejudice unaccountable to us all, as well as to you. Mjr brother W al­

pole has been extreamly ill o f a violent loofenefs, but I had the fatisfaftion 

not to hear o f his illncfs, but at the fame time o f his being out o f danger; the 

parliament is ju ft at end' and the king preparing to go abroad.

S I R  C Y R ' I L  W Y C K *  T O  S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z .  

On the death o f George the Firjl.

•  Refident at 
Hamburgh.

MONSIEUR, Hamb-iurg, Juin zj,  1717.

y o u z  f< âvez aparemment deja la nouvelle tragique du dece-s du roi, qui Poynis 

mourut le 22 au matin a Ofnabrugge d ’une apoplexie qui faifit fa ma- 

jefle le jour auparavant en chcmin, entre Delden et Ofnabrugge, ou my lord 

Towndicnd arriva le 23 de grand matin; mais ayant trouve le roi mort, fon 

excellence r<?prit d ’abord la pofte pour retourner k Londres.
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S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .

Original Correjpondence and authentic Papers»

P E R I O D  T H E  F O U R T H .

From the AccefFion o f George the Second to the 

Refignation o f Lord Townfliend.

1 7 2 7 — 1 7 3 0 .

1 7 2 7 .

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

Condoles with him on the death of his father, and congratulates him on his

accejjion.

M AY IT PLEASE Y O U R  MAJESTY, Ofnabrug, June 1?— *4, 1717.

Period IV . _ ^ T  t h e  f a m e  t i m e  t h a t  I  t a k e  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  c o n d o l i n g  w itH  y o u r  m a j e f t y  
1727101730. ypQj, u n f p e a k a b l e  lo f s  o f  y o u r  l a t e  r o y a l  f a th e r ,  I  b e g  l e a v e  h u m b l y  

J727. a l f u r e  y o u r  m a j e f t y ,  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  n o  f u b j e f t  in  a l l  y o u r  d o m i n i o n s ,  w h o  
Townfliend w iH ie s  m o r e  c o r d i a l l y  t h a n  I  d o ,  t h a t  y o u r  r e i g n  m a y  b e  a s  p r o f p e r o u s  a n d  a s  

g l o r i o u s  a s  a n y  o f , y o u r  g r e a t e f t  a n d  m o l l  r e n o w n ’d  p r e d e c e f l b r s .  I  c a m e  
Draught, h i t h e r ,  h o p i n g  I  m i g h t  b e  o f  f o m e  u f e  t o - y o u r  m a j e f t y ’ s f e r v i c e ,  a n d  b e i n g

l i k e w i f e



likewife defirous to pay this mark o f refpefl; to my deceafed fovereign. I Period IV. 

fhall return to England with all expedition, in order to lay m yfelf at your to >730̂ . 

m ajeliy’s feet, being with the utmoft duty and veneration, & c .

'B H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E  T O  T H O M A S  R O B I N S O N . *

The king happy to reccive the king of Franco's profejfions o f fria id jlvp .—^

Writes to the cardinal.

SIR,  WhucluU,  June l o ~ 3uly 1, 1717.
*

Y O U  will have received in Mr, W alpole’s abfcnce, my two letters to his Walpofrf 

excellency o f the i6th inftant, and I doubt not but, in pun'uance o f his 

majefty’s commands therein contained, you will have delivered into the proper 

hands his majefty’s'letier o f notification to the mod chriftian king, and that 

you will alfo have given the French miniflers, and in particular ilic cardinal, 

the affurances which the king has direfted, o f his majefty’ ;; him refohition to

■ maintain, in its full extent, the prefent union between, the two crowns.

This being his majefty’s iritcntion, the king was glad to receivc from M r.

W alpole the fame ftrong profeffions on the part o f the moft chriftian king; 

and has fo juft a fenfe o f ^he obliging manner in which the cardinal, in his 

letter to M r. W alpole, has exprefled his regard for his i n a j c f t y ’s perlbn and 

government, that the king has been pleafed to honour the cardinal with the 

incloled letter from him fflf, which you will deliver to him, and make him fen- 

fible o f his majefty’ s great efteem and afFefclion for him, in having condc- 

fcended to give him this early mark o f it.

T H E  D U K E  O F  N E V i ^ C A S T L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  O F  W A L D E G R A V E .

Uncertain Jlate o f  the minijlry.— The king detervzined to purfut the [ame mea~ 

fures in regard to foreign affairs.

M Y  D E A R  tO R D , W bittliall, June 20— July 1, 1 7 2 V .

F  the great concern ai^  hurry we are in here, I am fure you arc lo good as Waldegravo 

to excufe my not having wrote to you by the laft mcflcnger. W e  can 

yett make no certain judgement what turn things will take here: the king is 

extreamly civil to us, and as to foreign afi’airs, I Hrmly behevc determined to

•  Secretary to Horace Walpole, and fecretary to the croba/Ty du rin g  his abfence.

g o
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Period IV. go on in the fame meafures, as he has aflured the court o f  France, and par- 

the cardinal in a letter from himfclf. H e mightily approves your

1727. ftaying att Paris, till we know where the preliminaries are to be new iigncd.

Y ou will have a new full power fent you. I think it would not be amifs for 

you to w pte a letter to the king. I f  ever it is jn my power, you may de­

pend upon me. Lord Townfhend and Horace are your humble fervants, and 

I  am. See.

T H E  D U K E  OF N E W C A S T L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF W A L D E G R .A .V > :,

Minipry continued.

M Y DEAR LORD, Whitehall, June i6— July 7, 1727.

W aldegrave I Had yefterday the honour o f your kind letter, with the enclofed for the

king, which I delivered in the beft manner I was able, and have tlie plea- 

i ’rivate. fure to aflure you, that the king received it extream kindly, and order’d me 

to make his excufes to*you for not anfwering it himfclf. His majefty was 

pleafed to exprefs himfelf in the mofl afFetlionate manner poflible towards 

you, and faid he had a great love and regard for you, and the beft opinion o f 

you imaginable. This gave me very great plcafure, and I really beiieve you 

are perfonally extreamly well with the king, for he has alfo talked o f  you in the 

fame kind manner to  lord Scarborough, who has been very much your friend. 

E very thing here goes on as well as can be delired, and much to the fatis~ 

faftion o f all your friends. Lord Townfhend beggs his compliments to you, 

and hopes you will excufe his not writing. The parliament meets to-m orrow: 

we fliall have a fliort fellion for the civil lift, and then a new parliament will 

be callcd, which there is no doubt, will be att Icaft as good as the prcfent. 

Harry and the ladies are very much your fervants, and I hope you believe 

me, & t .

T H E  D U K E  OF  N E V i ^ C A S T L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF  W A J L D E G R A V E .

Succefijul opening ojparlicmienL— Cardinal Fleury writes to lord Tomn/hend.

fAY DEAR LORD, Newcaftle Hou&  ̂ July 29-—Auguft 9, 1717.

Wildegrave J  Hope you will excufe my not having fooner returned you my thanks, for the 

favour of your letter in your own hand, but you may eafily imagine, we 

frivau^ are not in a  liule hurry here. T h e  good news you  hâ ĉ fcHt us, has made

the

5 i 8  m e m o i r s  o f  s m  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .



the opening o f  our parliament very fuccefsful, and I think we have now a Pe«od IV. 

profpf 61 o f  getting out o f  our affair, and furely the fooner the bfetter, and 

therefore if the declaration could be figned att Paris, we fliould like it e x - 1727.

treamly. I have the pleafure to fee both king and queen, prodigioufly pleafed 

with yolir conduft, and indeed it is without a complimcnt, what every body 

commends, ’ tis impoffiblc to do better, or with more prudence. I ’iie king, 

the other day, talking o f  the lords o f the bed chamber, faid, when yo\i came 

home, he Ihould do ibmething very good for you, alluding, I am pcrfuadcd, 

to the:* government o f  Barbadoes. Y ou r behaviour abroad, encrealcs the 

edeem and afteftion o f all your friends, which I hope you will think 13 no 

fmall fatisfaftion to me. The cardinal has done my lord Town/itcnd the ho  ̂

nour to write to him, and my lord did not know your fervant was to go this 

evening, or he would have anfwered it, but he will do it by the firfl; opportu­

nity. A ll the advice I can give you, is to go on, as you have begun, and tho*

.you have many friends and I'ervants, be affured nobody is more fo than 

your’s, & c .

Minutes o f a converfation with M r. Scrape, fecretary to the treafury, relating 

to the arrangement o j  tlie new minijlry on the accejjion o j George the Firjl.

S I R  Robert W alpole waited on the king at Richmond with the account EtougR 

o f  his father’s death.’ T he affair being urgent and important, he was 

awakened from his afternoon’ s nap. He came out in great hurry with his 

breeches in his hand: when W alpole informed iiim o f  his errand, he did pot 

believe its reality. T he exprefs was then produced. In return for fuch (ur- 

prizing and agreeable news, W alpole had the very mortifying dircilion, to fend 

Compton to the new king, in order to be conlulted with, as to the proclama­

tion and future bufinefs.

M y informer went the next day to fir Robert W alpole, who with the chief 

o f  the late king’ s fervants were at the duke o f Devonfhire’ s. When it was 

known where he was, he had an imediate invitation to make one o f the com­

pany. H e found nothing there pleafing and agreeable. A ll hopes and ex- 

peftations were given up by every member. Either the next, or the day after, 

the fame perfon attended on the defponding minifler. He bit  ̂ him hope.

But before his encouraging reafons were offered, he irififted on no enquiries 

being made after his authority. H e then proceeded, that he had been well

i n f o r m e d
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Period IV. informed, that the prefcnt queen had formerly employed all opportunities o f  

her father, and talking politics. A t  chapel, fubjc£ts o f  the moft im­

portant kind were comonly difcuffed. Either the lalt or the tinae before 

o f  the late king’ s going to Hanover, fhe told her father neceffity would oblige 

him, to di(band the greatcll part o f the H anover troops. H e replied, ihe cafe 

was not fo ; for W alpole could convert Hones into gold. A s the queen’ s 

averfion to Compton was hearty and real, there remained no doubt but this 

had been urged and reported to W alpole’s advantage. H e added, his having 

tlie ftrongeft affuranccs, that the queen would improve every method and 

opportunity to difappoint Compton. This roufed up the knight, and more 

than his moft fanguinc expe6lations were foon anfwered.

M y fagacious intelligencer’s opinion is, that Compton voluntarily contri­

buted to make W alpole’s continuance in his ftation, fo quick and eafy. H e 

was frighted with the greatnefs o f the undertaking, and more particularly as to 

what related to money affairs. A s he thus declined it himfelf, he had no one 

clfe to recoa)end. It was well for the public that fuch were his then appre- 

henfions: he afterwards thought difficulties about money affairs, to be nei­

ther very confiderable nor formidable.

520 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.

N O T E S  F R O M  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  G E O R G E  T H E  

S E C O N D , W I T H  T H E  K I N G ’ S A N S W E R S .

I t  is remarkahk that not one o f thefc notes is in the hand-writing o j  lord Towfi^ 

Jhend* but in that o f his fon Thomas Townjhendy or o f the under fecretary o f  

(late. The king’ s replies are uniformly in his own hand-writing, and gene­

rally written on the fame paper^ which contained lord Towti/hend’s notes.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

■Townfliend fJ^dy 2, 1728.) F E A R I N G  I fhould not have an opportunity o f  laying 

Fapers, incloftd draught to lord Chefterfield before your m ajelly at your arrival 

here this evening, I take the liberty o f fending it now, and in cafe it fhould

•  T h e  reafon probably was becaufe the hand-writing o f  lord Townfliend was very indifferent, 

{and fometimes almoft iUegibk.

have



have your tnajefty's approbation, I propofe to fend it to night to  lord Period IV. 
Chenerfield, >727101730.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

Y O U  will have feen by lord Chcfterfield’s letter, that the penfionary rea- 

fons in the fame way, as I allwais did, both in relation to the provifional 

treaty, as o f the fear,he is in o f the princes o f the empire fubmitting to the 

math,* in cafe we fliould not fliew all fort o f vigour in oppofing it. I think, my * Matclu 

lord, you fliould tell him more ftrongly, that it is my opinion, and as you con­

clude this letter, defire his fentiment how to bring thofe princes into our mca- 

fures, and how to make every body concern’d in tliis affair aft with the fpirit 

ihcy ought to do-

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

{Ju ly  26, 1728.) I have not feen the duke o f N ew caflle’s difpatch, and Townlhenl 

therefore cannot tell how he may have executed yoiir majefty’  ̂orders,- but if  

your majefty approves o f the inclofed letter, I will fend it privately to Mr.

W alpole, fo as the duke o f  Newcaflle may know nothing o f it.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

I L ike this letter v^ry well, with an addition o f  fome few words at the 

end o f it.

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 5,1

L O R D  T O y ^ N S H E N O  T O  T H E  K I N G .

(Sept. 20, 1728.) I Have drawn a declaration in concert with monfieur TownHiend 

H attorff. I f  your majefty approves o f it, I humbly propofe that it fhouid be 

fent to Mr W alpole, with orders to communicate to the cardinal the conver- 

fation he had with count Baffewitz, and the terms that were offered by him, and 

that as youi majefty would do nothing without the cardinal’s advice, your ma­

jefty  had thought fit to defire it particularly in this cafe. By this ftcp I con­

ceive your majefty will have advantages; that if  the cardinal advifes your ma­

jefty  to go this length, and defire this declaratioi), your majelly will be furc 

that the cardinal is determined to do fomething in favour o f the duke o f H ol- 

ftein; and that it is in fuch cafe for your majefty’s intereft not*to be left fin­

a le; and if  the cardinal is o f  opinion that your majefty fliould not hearken to 

V O L  I I .  P A R T  I I .  8 X thcfe



PeriodIV, thefe propofitions o f count BafTewitz, your rnajcfty will find plainly that
1727101730.̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  intention to recede in the lead from their guaranty, or givQ of­

fence to Denmark. In the firll cafc, M r. W alpole may have orders v ith the 

cardinal’s approbation, to talk to count Baflewitz as from himfelfe, and to 

propofe his. giving a declaration o f the nature o f the inclol'ed, in order t5  pro­

cure your majefty’ s friendfliip and good offices. And in the fecond cafe, that 

the cardinal appears indifferent as to the duke o f  Ilolftein’s fatisfaClion, M r. 

W alpole may drop the whole, and take no further notice o f count Baflewitz’s 

propofals.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N O .

Townftiend (Sept. 24, 1728.) I  Send your majefty the inclofed draught o f  a dcclara- 

Papers, made by count Balfewitz, to which I have added the claufe mark’ d

with dots underneath. By the former paper, the duke o f Holilein would not 

have been obliged to renounce his pretenfions upon your majefty, unlefs the 

whole fatisfaflion were obtained. But as it is now turned, the renunciation 

will be immediate upon your majefty’s engaging to aft in concert with the moft. 

chriftian king to thofe purpofes therein mentioned. And as it is proper the 

duke fhould renounce thofe pretenfions, which really can never avail him any 

thing, upon your majefty’s promifingyour good offices in his favour; fo your 

majefty is engaged to nothing but in concert with France. And if that crown 

joyns in obtaining a competent fatisfaftion for the duke, your majefty will be 

undoubtedly quit o f all fliadow o f pretenfion on the part of that prince. And 

if  F r a n c e  fhould not be hearty and aftive in that matter, your majefty by your 

readinefs to join, will have dclcrvcd this declaration from the duke; which 

will always Rand as a proof of your majefty’s goodnefs towards him, and o f the 

little '-ro u n d  he has for any pretenfions upon your majefty; fo that in all 

events whatever the fuccefs o f your majefty’s endeavours may be, if  the duke 

makes this declaratio.i, he will have quitted all claim upon your majefty for 

a n y  part o f  the equivalent for Slcfwig, and all pretenfion to Bremen and 

Verdcn.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

I I,ike thii form o f a declaration much better than the firft, and if it is to 

be obtained, it will'entirely fecure the poft'eflion o f Bremen, and free me from 

any obligation of an equivalent.

i O R D
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.

J.O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .  Perio3 IV .
17*7 to 1 7  JO.

(November 6, 1728 ) I H ave put together in the inclofcd a few hints fo r '"  —

M r. Walpole, which i f  your majefty fhall approve, and think proper, may be 

fent ttf him by the meffenger that goes to France this night. The laft claufe 

for a general fcheme, may, in my opinion, be o f  great ufe to your majefty’s 

fervice, i f  France will open themfelves.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

I  Believe all you propofe may be o f  very great ufe, and as there is no like­

lihood o f  an accommodation with the emperor, I think it rigth to be in as 

great a friendfliip and intimacy witli France as poffible; 1 dcfire only all this 

may be kept very private.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

J  Beg your majeftie’s pardon for fending you my thoughts upon the affair o f  Sydney

Meclenburg in fo loofe and undigcfted a manner; but I was fo much con- 

cerned at that part o f  the plenipotentiary’s letter, that I could not fleep till I  

had thrown my notions together in the loofe way your majefty finds them.

B u t i f  your majefty thinks they may be of any fervice, I will communicate 

them to-morrow to mos'ificur H attorf; and the duke o f Newcaftle may have 

orders to write to the plenipotentiaiys, and without acquainting them with 

your majefty’ s fentiments upon the provifional treaty in general, dirc6l them 

to communicate to the cardinal the inclofed paper, and infift upon his pro­

curing the declaration in the manner dcfircd in it. A s to the affair of Slcf«

■wig, I have not had time to put any thing in writing upon that head, but wil! 

be fure to do it to-morrow morning.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

I Like this draght very well, and wilh you would communicate it to Hat* 

torff, for to fee whether any thing more may ftill be added. I ’ll fpeak to­

morrow to the duke o f  Newcaftle, whom I have appointed to be here early, 

to write on this fubjcQ. to the plenipotentiarys, without declaring my opinion 

yet as to the provifional treaty.

3 x 2  t O K D



P e r io d iy . L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .
1 7 2 7 1 0 1 7 3 0 .

V * German affairs.— Particularly Mecklenburgh.

Townfliend J  Am  humbly o f  opinion, that the enclofed papers and extrafts fhould be fent 

Papers. to M r. W alpole by the firft opportunity. I cannot but apprehend* from 

the extrafts, that Chauvelin is preparing materials in relation to Slefwic, with 

a view, that may in the end prove prejudicial to your majefty’s interefts, i f  

not prevented by a feafonable interpofition, and application on the part o f your 

majefly to the cardinal. Chauvelin feems to wifh that their minifter at Sttock- 

holm would find means to encourage the fenate to infift upon giving fatisfac- 

tion to the duke o f Holftein, and that the Swedifli minifters fliould be in- 

ftru£led to concurr with France as to this particular, in whatever they lhall 

think moft expedient and right for fettling this affair; and in one o f  his letters 

to Pouffin, he feems to fay that the duke’s fuccefs jn this affair, will depend 

upon the manner in which he is fupported by the emperor at the congrefs.

M r. WalpoJe, therefore, fliould have orders to talk with the cardinal in a 

calm but ferious manner upon this point, and to fhew how dangerous a ftep 

it would be for the two crowns to enter into this difcudion at prefent; that 

France having given her guaranty to the king o f  Denmark for Slefwick, can 

no more infift upon his giving the duke any equivalent for it, than upon his 

reftoring the dutchy itfelf, and o f  what fatal confequence any thing done at 

this time in favour o f the duke o f Holftein may be in Sweden, by the ftrength 

it would add to his party there; and how inevitably fuch a ftep muft loofe 

us Denmark, and the advantages the emperor would make o f  thefe two 

evencs.

That in cafe he finds the cardinal docs not take this general way o f reafon- 

ing, but ftill continues to be dcfireous o f getting fome equivalent for the d u k e ; 

be Ihould then let him know, that your majefty fpeaks only out o f  concern 

for the common caufe, and for the intcreft o f  the two crowns; for that you do 

not look upon yourfclf as any way particularly intcrcfled in that affair, the 

king o f  Denmark having in truth no right to make a demand upon your ma- 

je lly , with regard to any equivalent to be given for Slcfwick, as M r. W alpole 

will fee by the inclofed paper markt A . And M r. W alpole fhould do his 

uimoll to induce the cardinal to declare that your majefty fliall not be in any 

manner affefted by any thing that may be done in favour o f the duke o f  H ol- 

flein, or given him as an equivalent for Slefwick.

MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.
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I  farther humbly fubmit to your majefty’s confideration, whether it will not Period iv . 

be proper to fend the indofed letter marked B . to M r. W alpole, with orders 

to communicate it to the cardinal, that his eminency may fee the power the 

emperor is arrogating to himfelf over the princes o f the empire in the cafe o f  

the duke o f Mecklenberg, by declaring him by his own authority to be mad, and 

confequently incapable o f governing, and by putting the adminiftration o f his 

country into another perfon o f  his own naming; and that the court o f Vienna 

intends to introduce the king o f  Pruifia into Mecklenburg, who has already 

the exj)efcl.atives o f that countr}\ His eminency muil be fenfible of the dan­

gerous confequence it muft be to the Swedes at Stralfund, to the duke o f H ol- 

ftcin, and even to the king o f  Denmark, if  ever the king o f  Pruflia fhould 

get any footing in M ecklenburg; and the abfolute fubje£lion to which the 

princes o f the empire will be reduced, if  the emperor is fufFered to proceed in 

this manner, muft in the end producc very bad efTcfts ev"n with regard to 

France itfelf, as well as to all the reft o f Europe. M r. W alpole will ohfprve 

to the cardinal, that Baffewitz has been the great negociator o f  this affair at 

Vienna.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P I Y .

I Agree entirely w itlf you, my lord, in what you think o f the defigns o f  

Chauvelin, and I believe the beft way to prevent it, will be to let M r. W al­

pole be informed of aU, thefe tranfaftions, and to let him have all the copies 

you have fent me for his inftruftiou. I think it will be rii^ht to, to warn D cik - 

faw from fpeaking too freely, and opening himfelf too much for the future 

to the French minifter in thofe things that relate to the affairs o f  Sle/wic,

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

T Humbly fubmitt it to your majefty, whether the letter, which I have the ho- Townihca*

nour to fend your majefty indofed, be not o f conlequence enough to be 

fent immediately by an exprefs to M r. W alpole at Paris, that the cardinal 

may fee it as foon as poffible, and be informed o f the king o f Pruffia’s 

intentions.

T H E  K I N G  I N R E P L Y .

I Shall fee you to-morrow, ahd talk this matter a little pver. i  am affraid 

preffing France too much, when we know how cautious they are, when they

think
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Period IV. think it is to come to extremities, may rather frighten them than make them 

forward; my German miniftry have given very private orders to Bolbmer at 

Coppcnhagen, and to Diekfaw at Stockhohn, to try thofe kings, what they will 

do in cafe the king of Pruffia fhould ufe force in Mecklenbourg, and whether 

the king o f Denmark can be prevail’d with, to fend fome of his troops under 

fome pretence into Holllein. I f  you fpeak to Hattorff, he’ll communicatc 

to you thofe letters.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

Townfhend (December 3, 1728.) IN  order to induce monGeur Schleinitz to joyn with 
your majefty’s minifters in bringing France to make the declaration propofed, 

I  have writ the inclofed letter to him, which if approved by your majefty, I 

hope will “have a good e ffeS ; it being in my humble opinion, o f the utmoft 

confequence to obtain fuch a declaration, which will undoubtedly put a ftop 

to thofe affairs for fome months, and at leaft give your majefty time to turn 

your thoughts towards other expedients, if necelfary.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

T H IS  letter can be o f no ufe at all, monfieur Schleinkz not being empowered 

to  a& from his matter in this particular point, and fo it will Ix; neceifary to 

prefs the duke firft, to give him diretlions to concur with the plenipoteritiarys 

in this demand.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  M .  D E  S C H L E I N I T Z .

(Inclofed in the preceding note.)

MONSIEUR, De 'Whitehall le Decent. 1718.

Townftiend ^ U O I Q U E  le grand poids d’affaires m’avoit prefque ote I’efperance depou- 
Papcrs, Yoir voas f crire par ccttc occafion, cependaiit jc  ne vdulois pas laiffer par-

tir Ic courier fans dire un mot pour vous reincrcier de I’honneur de voire lettre 

du 28 du mois pall'c, avec Ics papiers, qui y etoitnt joints. La correfpond- 

cnce avcc une perfonne dc votre diftmtiion m’ett trop' pretieul'e, pour ii’y pas 

flonner toute I’attention pofTible. £t le roy mon maitre eft li fenfibit- aux 

fcrviccs que vous luy rcndcs, et que vous pouves encore luy rendrc dans fes 

ailkixcs publiques^ auffi bien qu’en ferrant dc plus en plus I’etroite union'

cntre
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cntrc les deux Maifons, que fa majeftc ell tout difpofee a vous donncr dcs mar- Period IV. 

qiies j;ccllcs dc fa bienvcillance. Le roy a bien rcconnu paries trois papiers 

que vous m’aves fait tenir, votre habilite ct votrc genic I'upcrieiir a mettre 

cette affaire de Meclenbourg dans fon veritable jour pour faire touchcr au doigt 

a la foul- de France toutes les mauvaifes fuitcs dc ccttc manoeuvre djingereufc 

de la cour impcriale. Mais a I’egard d’un plan pour prevcnir les incon­

veniens, qui en font tant a craindre, fa majefle ainicroit micux dc rviivrc celuy 
qui fut drefl'e par monlieur de Hattorff, et que j ’ay en'^ye il y a quelque tcms a 

fon ex'ceUcnce ir\onfieur Walpole. Et les plenipotentiaries du roy vovis 

pourront expliquer les raifons qui ont porte fa majefle a ehoilir plultuft cc 

plan, que celuy que vous aves propole.

J ’envoye a nos ambafladeurs plenipotentiaries les fentiments du roy fur 

une declaration a fairc a I’empereur par la France fur I’affaiic de Mccklen- 

bourg, et qu’ils ont ordre dc vous les detailler amplcment. Sa majefle vous 

prie de vous joindre a les minillrijis en portant ie cardinal a faire faire la de­

claration requife. Et fa majelle cfpere que fon eannence ne rcfufera pas a 

VOS inflances unies cette demande, qui efl fi jufte ct fi bien fondee, ct qui iie 

manqucra pas d’arreter les procedes dcs imperiaux a I’egard du Meclenbourg, 

pourvu que la France y p,arle d’un ton convenablc, comme garante des trait- 

tcs dc Wellphalie. Le roy fe repofe bcaucoup fur votrc concuncnce dans 

cette affaire imporuntc, ne doutant pas que vous ne loyes preft a vous joindre 

dans toutes les mefurcs neceffaires a empechcr les cntrcprifcs de la cour de 

Vienne dans le Meclenbourg.

X O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

(April 13, 1729.) Y O U R  majefly will pardon the liberty I take in liuni- Townfhcndt 

bly fubmitting to your confideration, the inclofed paper which containvS what 1 ^

think will be proper to be written to Mr. Walpole upon the fubjcCl of the 

letters which camc lately from Berlin.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

I Like this letter very well, and it may go by a mcffengcr to-morrow, when: 

the rell of the difpatchcs are ready.
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PeriodlV. Enclorfed— "  Lord, Townjlieni to (he king, and his majejly's comviands.'*

73o« p y u n d e r  great anxiety upon the prefent fituation o f affairs, 1 have not 

Townlhend been able to forbear putting my thoughts together, which 1 here fubmitt to 
JPapcrs. yQm- naajefty, with utmoft duty and humility.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

I  Have read over with great attention your opinion about the prefeat fitua­

tion o f our affairs. You know I have a great while ago been unealj/ to fee 

them drawn into fucli a length. You can remember, I very often wilh’d to 

liave a time fixt, by which every thing Ihould be fettled, and in cafe of a re- 

fufal, to force our enemies to it. I am entirely of opinion the cardinal 

fliould be prefs’d to take thefe refolutions, and to executc them with vigour, 

and all poffible means fhould be us’d to perfuade him to do it, without which 

nobody can forefee the confequences of this next felfion, and what influence the 

difaffefted may have in {his parliament.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

Town(hend " ^ H E  inclofed account of what paffed yefterday in the conference I had 
Papers. count Kinflii, I propofe to fend if your majefty approves of it,

to the duke o f Newcallle and to Mr. Walpole, and lord Waldegrave in 
confidence.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

I T  will be very right to fend this account to thofe abovementioned, and I 

don’t know whether it might not even be communicated to lord Chefterfield, 

for to lett the penfionary and GrefEer know the behaviour o f the court of 

Vienna.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D ’ s C O N F E R E N C E  W I T H  C O U N T  K I N S K I .

Sent to the king, and endorfed— "  Account o f xuhat fajfed in a converfation 

between count Kinjki and lord Townjhend on Sunday the 8— \^th o f June^ 

1729, hcing the day after the count's arrival at Hanover.”

Wcfion ^ O U N T  Kinflii arrived here yefterday about noon, and this morning made 
Papers.  ̂ began, after the ufual compliments, to tell me, I was

without



without doubt informed o f what had pafTcd in England between him and fir Period iv. 

Robfcrt Walpole, but that he fuppofed the l̂ate of affairs was now fo much 

changed by what had palled o f late between his majefly, France, and Spain, 

that what lie had to fay, would be out of feafon. I told him 1 did not well 

know what he meant, but could allure him the king had made no propofuioa 

to Spain, but jointly and in concert with his allies, and that nothing had been 

as yet propofed to that crown, but what was pcri'ctUy agreeable to the quad­

ruple alliance, ihe preliminary articles, and even . to the j^rovifional Ucaty, 

and that as yet we had not received an anfwer to the letters fent by the cou­

rier Banieres. Upon my faying this to him, he anfwcr’d, that he was glad to 

hear matters had gone no fartherthat by the letters he had received, he found 

his court ftill doubted of our fincerity as to renewing of the antient friend- 

flup with his imperial niajefty. That as to myfelf in par'icular, the part I 

a£tcd in parliament as well as every where ellc, gave them rcafon to liifpcB; 

my intentions as to them ; and that their advices frorn foreign miniders refiding 

in England, confirmed them in thofe apprehenfions. Tliat, hbftTvcr, his court 

had, upon Iiis rcprefentations, given him full powers to tranfafl with me, but 

that I mull in the firft place enable him to fay, that 1 thought this placc more 

proper tiian the congrefs, or the court of Franco, for adjufling all matters in 

difpute bctv>’ecn our courts. T o  this lafl, I anfwcr’d, diat I was by no means 

a proper judge of that, aVid dicreforc could not fay I was of that opinion; for to 

be able to know at what court the negotiation might be carried on with the 

greateft profpefl; of fuccefs, one mufl be previoufJ/informed, in which of 
them the emperor and his miniflers placed die greateft confidence; that the 

negotiations had hitherto been carried on by the cnlrcmijc of tlie cardinal, and 

the king my mafter was entirely fatisfied with the conduCl of his eminence, 

and therefore would not be brought to take any ftep towards taking it out of 

his hands; that the king would.do no one thing without the privity and con­

currence of France and the flates, but that if he, count Kinfki, had any thing 

to propofe to me, I could affure him, no ufe fhould be made of it againfl the 

emperor; but that, in cafe it was fuch as the king my mafter tliouglu might 

conduce towards eftablifhing the publick peace, he would acquaint his allies 

with itt; and if it fhould happen to be fuch as, in the king’s opinion, would not 

tend towards this dchrable end, whatever he might fay fluiuld remain as en­
tirely a ietret as if he had never mention’d it. He then fiiid he had nothing 

to prop-jfi; on the part of the emperor, but had full powcis to fettle and agree 

V O L . I I .  PAK.T I I .  3  y  things
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Period IV. things jointly with me, and even to fign the proviflonal treaty, provided other 

yayioiyjQ .i^atters might be explain’d between us at the fame time; and that he thought 

wc ftiould begin with the difputes that fubfifted between us and Spa n, and 
with what related to the fueccffion of don Carlos; that as to the difpujes be­

tween the*emperor and the king as eleCtor, they might be fettled after thofe 

relating to England were adjufted. T o  this I anfwer’d, that the quadruple 

alliance, which was confirmed by the preliminary articles, and by the projeft o f 

the provifional treaty, and which the emperor himfclf had made, as it were, 

the bafis and foundation of the treaty of Vienna, had lufficienily regulated the 

meafures to be taken for the fuccellion of don Carlos. He faid, in a very 

broken and unintelligible manner, that the emperor was not bound to ftand by 

the quadruple alliance upon any other account than as it was confirmed by the 

treaty o f Vienna; but I hope I convinced him he was in an error as to this 

point. Upon the whole, I told him that I was perfuaded hi;, majefty would 

freely and candidly opep his fentiments to him upon whatever points he 

thought fit to ^ropofe, but that his majefty could neither propofe nor agree to 

any thing on his part without firft confulting the cardinal and the pcnfionary. 

That I Ihould be ready to give him his majcfty’s thoughts in writing to what­

ever he Ihould fuggeft to me in the fame manner; that by taking this method, 

all miftakes might be avoided; but he did not feem to relifh this. And by his 

whole behavior, I am perfuaded, that the hint lord Chefterfield gave of his 
having received orders, whi\It at the Hague, not to open himfelf any farther, 

is founded; that he will difpatch a coiirier from hence with what pafs’d herCj 

and ftay till he hears from Vienna, before he fays any more.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

Townftiend (OQober 5, 1729.) I Send your majefty inclofed the draught o f an 

anfwer which I ha»’e prepared to Mr. Dubourgay’s difpatch, in which he fent 

the plan o f accommodation deliver’d to him by Mr. Knyphaufen, together 

with fome remarks which I have made upon the faid plan, in my own name. 

For as I can’ t think it at all right, that your majefty fhould declare yourfelf 

upon this affair, during the prefent difpofitions « f the court of Pruflia; as 

this letter and remarks are fuppos’d to contain my particular fentiments only, 

and'to be written without your majefly’s privity, and your majefty will have 

. this advantage from iliem, that you will be inform’d of the real intentions o f

the
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the court o f Pruflia, without having engaged yourfclf to any thing. 1 flatter Period IV. 

myfelf that the ufe I have made o f Mr. Knyphaufcn’s notion conccrning 

guaranty of Sweden and Denmark, and what I have grafted upon that propo.. 

fa!, m£ ,̂ if it be accepted by the court o f Pruffia (confidcring the great in­

clination of the Swedes to fee themfelves again mafters of Stetin, and what 

they have loft in Pomerania, and confidcring the hank your majefty has upon 

Denmark with regard to the affair of Slefwick) facilitate any views your raa- 

jefty vnay have upon any part o f the country of Mecklenburg. I fend your 

majefty likewife inclofed a letter from count Plettemberg, in which he dclires 

the ufe o f your majefty’s houfe at Ofiiabrug for the cleflor his maftcr.

I fend your majefly the letter to monlieur Chavigny, that your majefly 

may fee whether the alteration which I have made in the 'article concerning 

Mecklembourg be to your fatisfaftion. I f  your majefty does not approve of 

it, that part of the paragraph may be entirely left out, in the manner that your 

majefty will find it mark’d in the inclofed.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

IN  the letter to Chavigny, I believe it will be better to leave out the whole 

paragraff, as you ftruk it out. As to the defire o f count Plettenburgh o f my 

houfe for the ele£i.or of Cologne, I am very willing to make him the compli­

ment of it. But as to the anfwer to the propofals that Knyphaufen has 

made, I think there is feveral points about which I muft fpeack to you, before 

it goes. I believe the rights o f the princes of the empire are not enough prc- 

ferved, and as to the match, tho’ I fhould be very glad to take carc of the 

prince of Pruffia* in cafe he fhould take his refuge to me, I am not willing 

to have it made a condition o f the marriage, that I fhould maintain him.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

(Auguft 20-31, 1729.) M Y  lord Waldegrave coming to me juftas I was Townhiend 

difpatching monfieur Dubourgay’s fervant with the letter I fent your majefty rape«* 

lAyis morning, and my lord having read Mr. Dubourgay’s letter to me, which

•  Afterwards Frederick the fecund. He was defirous o f marrying the prinwfs Amelia, but 

<be king his father infilled on his marr}’ing the princefs of 'Bevern. With a view to avoid thi* 

jcnarriage, and to efpoufe the princefs Amelia, he propofed efcaping from Pruflia, and taking re- 

l» g e  in England.
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Period"IV. lay upon my table, to which mine was an anfwer, feem’d very uneafy an̂ l e x -  

1727101730.  ̂ gQQ(j y f concern, faying he very much appreheYided that Knip-

haufen having undertaken to get this dif'pute rcferr’d to two princes (the 

landgrave of Hefle, and the duke of Wolfenbuttel) who were known t® be in 

fuch ftri6: friendfhip, and under fuch clofe engagements to your majcfly, your 

majefty's refufing fuch an arbitration would occafion great difcontents in Eng­

land, and would be attended with very ill confequences there, fhould your 

naajefty be forced to fend for any affiftance from thcnce; and that the* more 

your majefty appeared to be in the right, as to the prefent dilpute, the lefs 

reafon, they will fay, there was for your majefty to refufe the arbitration of the 
two princes known to be fo much your friends. What fell from my lord 

Waldegrave upon this occafion, had fo much weight with me, that I thought it 

my duty to delay liending the anfwer till I had acquainted your majefty with 

his fentiments upon it, being in my own opinion convinced that there is great 

reafon in what his lordftiip faid. I fend your majefty the fame rough draught, 

which I took the liberty to lay before you this morning, with thofe places 

marked, which muft be altered, in cafe your majefty fliould approve lord 
Waldegrave’s way o f thinking.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

T O  ftiew the world, that I am willing to do every thing that is reafenable 
en this occafion, I confent this letter fliould be fent, but at the fame time, care 

fhould be taken, that I may have an anfwer foon ; for the moment this matter 

is quite over, I intend to write to England for my yachts, which I fliall not dô , 
as long as there is any appearance of difturbances here.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

T o w n fh en d  ( D e c c m b c r  8 ,  1 7 2 9 . )  I W a s  l a f t  n i g h t  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h  a m b a f f a d o r ,  a n d  
P ap e rs ,  l e t t e r  w h i c h  I h a d  d r a w n  b y  y o u r  m a j e f t y ’s o r d e r  t o  h i m .  I n e v e r

f a w  h i m  f o  u n e a f y ,  a n d  f o  m u c h  o u t  o f  t e m p e r  i n  m y  l i f e .  H e  c o m p l a i n e d  o f  
t h e  a r t i c l e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  e l e f l o r  o f  M e n t z ,  a s  n o t  b e i n g  e x p l i c i t  e n o u g h ,  a n d  
d e f i r ’d  i t  m i g h t  b e  a l t e r ’d  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  I h a v e  d o n e  i n  t h e  i n c l o f e d  p a p e r .

A H  t h a t  I d o u l d  f a y  t o  h i m  a b o u t  t h e  a r t i c l e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  f u b f i d i e s ,  c o u l d  
n o t  a p p e a l ' c  h i m ;  a n d  f i n d i n g  I w o u l d  n o t  f a y  a n y  t h i n g  m o r e  t o  h i m  o n  t h ' a t  
h e a d ,  t h a n  w h a t  w a s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  m y  l e t t e r ,  h e  t o l d  m e ,  h e  m u f t  d e f i r e  a a

audicnce
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audience o f your majefty this morning. I have therefore drawn up a paper. Period iv . 

which I have communicated to monfieur Ilatorf, and which 1 fubmit to your *7̂7̂ °*73°- 

majeity, as the fubftance of what your majefty may fay to him at his audience, 

and order me afterwards to give to him in writing,* for the avoiding of miftakes.

Your majtfty will fee that I have not touch’d upon the fubfidics, thinking 

the turn to be given to that matter, had better be done by your niajefly as in 
confidence to him, that your majctty feeing the impoflibility of complying with 

what«France defires on this head, cidier out of the money arifing from the civil 

lift, or o f even getting it from the parliament, had font to Hanover to know 

what could be done there, and that you expctled an anfwer either the latter 

end o f this week or the beginning o f next; and that it was impoflible for you 

to fay any thing decifive on that point, till you had received the information 

you had fent for from your treafury there, your majefty having made it the 

rule o f your life, not to enter into any engagements without b'ling previoufly 

fure o f being in a condition to make them good.

T H E  K I N G  I N R E P L Y .

I Am very forry count) Broglio would not be fatisfyed with the reafons you 

gave him, as to what relates to fubfidies bcmg given from Hannover: it is a 

thing not to be done, it would be a very ill precedent, and I told count Brog­

lio already, when he made me fuch a propofal in bis la(l audience, that it was 
with great diflkultys, and a great chargc to the country, 1 could keep up my 

own troops, and it would not, I believed, be required of me to di/band my 

own troops to keep ftrangers.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N  Ct .

(December 8, 1729.) I Am under the greateft concern to fee that your Town(hcn<J 
majeft ŷ fhould imagine from what I wrote, that 1 had the lead thought of Papers, 

y o u r  majelty’s engaging to count Broglio, that you would pay the fubfidys for 

Hanover. What I propos’d for your majefty to fay to him, was nui dcfign’d 

by me or monfieur Hattorff, to lay your majefty under any obligatiun o f that 

nature, but was only, as we both thought, the moft proper expedient, and 

fuch a one as cannot poffibly be attended with any inconveniencc, for gaining 
your majeft:y a fortnight’s time before you returned a pofitive anlwcr, which 

delay is, in our opinions, of the utmoft confequence to your majefty’s affairs 

at this critical juntlure. All which is humbly iUbmitted to your majefty.
LORO
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P e rio d lV . L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .
17*7,101730,

V— ^February 8, 1729-30.} T H E  inclored is the draught o f my letter to 

'^Papen Mr, Dnbourgay. I have lliewn it to Villa, who thinks nothing elfe will be 

ncceffary, but that her niajefty fhould be gracioufly pleafed to write a fetter to 

the queen o f Pruffia upon her illnefs, confining it to that fubjeft, and not 

taking any notice o f any thing that the king has done, or of the hard ufage 

which either her Pruffian majcfty, or the prince royal has met with.

T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .

T H O U G H  I am very much afFraid, that my fending fomebody to Berlin, 

will give fufpicion both to France and Spain, and that this ftcp will prove 

ufelefs even with the king of Pruflia himfelf, and will only make him more 

violent, and think himfelf more important and of greater confequence, I will 

for this time, condefcend to it, but for the laft time o f all. Xlie queen will 

write in the tep»’.: you propofc. Hotham muft be told that his commiflion is 

to laft but two or three months, that he is to hear, but take all what is (ay’d 

or offer’d ad referendum. He muft not yield to any impertinent propofal, 

allways aft with vigour and fpirit, and declare from the beginning that he is 

to ftay but a fhort wile there. He muft be cautious in not trufting du Bour- 

gay in any thing, try as much as he can to gain the prince royal, and affurc 
him of all my endeavours to alfift him. You will order his private inftruc- 

tion to be drawn in this way, and I intend to fpeak to him myfelf in private 
before his journey, to tell him what may be omitted here. 1 defire you, to 

have three or four different cyphers prepared for him, that he may not fo 

«afily be difcovered, which he muft upon no account communicate to du 

Bourgay.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

Townfliend "j^ F O N  receiving your majefly’s fentimcnts upon the remarks I fent you 

Papers. night, monfieur Hattorf and I have review’d both this morning and

laft night the faid paper o f remarks, and are both of opinion that your majefty’s 

oblcrvations upon them are very juft, and that they are deficient in the feveral 

points your majcfty mentions, and I take the liberty to tranfiftiitt to your ma- 

jefty a paper of additions to be made to the faid remarks, which we hope wili 
anfwer your majefty’s views in every particular,

T H E
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T H E  K I N G  I N R E P L Y .  P riod
1727^01730.

I T h i n k  w i t h  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  I  h a v e  m a d e ,  t h i s  a r t i c l e  m a y  p a f s ;  b u t  i n  r e -  
l a t i o n  i o  t h e  f u c c e f f i o n  o f  j u l i e r s ,  i f  I  I h o u l d  g i v e  a n y  p r o m i s  t o  t h e  k i n g  o f  ■
P r u f l i a ,  I  f h a l l  l o o f e  e n t i r e l y  t h e  h o p e s  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  f o u r  e l c f l o r y o f  t h e  P a -  
h t i n e  f a m i l y ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  o f  m u c h  m o r e  c o n f e q u e n c e  to me t h a n  t h e  o t h e r .
S o  i t  i s  i m p o f l i b l e  t o  f l a t t e r  h i m  o f  m y  b e i n g  e i t h e r  n e u t r a l ,  o r  f a v o u r i n g  h i s  
p r e t e q f i o n s .

LORD T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

( F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 7 2 9 - 3 0 . )  I  T a k e  t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  l a y  b e f o r e  y o u r  i n a j e f t y  T o w n fh e n J  
w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e f t  f u b m i f l i o n ,  w h a t ,  i n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  m a y  b e  p r o p e r  t o  b e  w r i t t e n  
l o  M r ,  P o y n t z ,  a n d  t o  t h e  p e n f i o n a r y ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  y o u r  m a j e f t y ’s i n t e n t i o n  
o f  f e n d i n g  f i r  C h a r l e s  H o t h a m  t o  t h e  c o u r t  o f  B e r l i n .

T H E  K I N G  I N R E P L Y .

I  B e l i e v e  i t  is  v e r y  n e c e f f a r y  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t o  t h e  p e n f i o n a r y  a n d  c a r d i n a l ,
H o t h a m ’s c o m m i f l i o n ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  i l l  u f a g e  o f  m y  f i f t c r , *  b u t  a s  
y e t  n o  m e n t i o n  f h o u l d  b e  m a d e  a s  t o  t h e  m a r r i a g e s ,  i t  b e e n g  v e r y  d i f t a n t  a n d  ' 
u n c e r t a i n ,  a n d  F r a n c e  v i i f l i i n g  a s  m u c h  t o  h i n d e r  t h e m  a s  t h e  e m p e r o r  h i m f e l f .
I t  w i l l  b e  b e t t e r ,  w h e n e v e r  h e  w i l l  b e  t h e r e ,  a n d  p r o p o f a l s  a r e  m a d e  t o  h i m ,  
t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e m  a t  f u c h  a  t i m e ,  t h a t  i t  m a y  n o t  f e e m ,  t h a t  I  a m  t o  b e  l e d  
a s  t h e y  p l e a f e ,  w h e n e v e r  t h e y  h a v e  a  m i n d  t o  i t .  B c / i d e s  i n  t h e  w a y  t h i s  p e r -  
f o n  h a s  b e e n  f c n t ,  i t  w i l l  a l l w a y s  b e  i n  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h o f c  w h o  h a v e  f e n t  h i m ,  t o  
d i f a v o w  h i m  a s  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  l a l t  f u m m e r  d u  B o u f g a y .

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

( F e b r u a r y  ig ,  1 7 2 9 - 3 0 . )  T H E R E  b e i n g  a  c a u f e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  m a g i f -  Townfhend 

t r a c y  o f  a  b u r g h  i n  S c o t l a n d ,  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  w h i g  i n t e r e f t ,  a s  t o  a j l  f u t u r e  e l e c -  
t i o n s  t h e r e  d e p e n d e d ,  I  t h o u g h t  i t  f o r  y o u r  m a j e f t y ’s f e r v i c e  t o  g o  t o  t h e  h o u f e ,  
w h i c h  p r e v e n t e d  m y  w a i t i n g  o n  y o u r  m a j e f t y  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  I  a c ­
q u a i n t e d  t h e  d u k e  o f  N e w c a f t l e  w i t h  m y  f e n t i m e n t s  u p o n  l o r d ,  H a r r i n g t o n ’s  
i n f t r u 6 l i o n s .  I  b e g  t o  h a v e  y o t i r  m a j e f t y ’s  o r d e r s  u p o »  M r .  D u b o u r g a y ’s

0

♦ Dorothy, wife o f Frederick William the firft, king o f  Pruflia.

l e t t e r .
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P e r io d  I V .  l e t t e r ,  a n d  t o  k n o w  w h e t h e r  i t  is  n o t  y o u r  p l e a f u r e ,  t h a t  I  f t o u l d  f e n d  h i m  p o -  
o r d e r s  t o  g e t  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  I - r a n e e  m a d e  t o  i h c  k i f t g  o f  

P r u f T ia  a f l b o n  a s  h i s  P r u f l i a n  n i a j e f l y  r e t u r n s  f r o m  D r e f d e n .
I  h a v e  f p o k e  t o  f e v e r a l  l o r d s  a b o u t  t h e  b i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e n f i o n s ,  a n d  f indi 

t h e m  a l l  z e a l o u s  a g a i n f t  i t ;  b u t  t h e y  d o  i n f i l l  t h a t  i t  f h o u l d  b e  o p p o f e d  i n  t h e  
h o u f e  o f  c o m m o n s ,  a l l c d g i n g ,  t h a t  f i n c e  i t  r e l a t e s  i n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h a t  h o u f e ,  o u r  f r i e n d s  t h e r e  o u g h t  t o  f l i e w  t h e  u t m o f l .  d i f l i k e  t o  i t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
j u f t i f y  t h e  l o r d s  i n  t h r o w i n g  i t  o u t ;  a n d  t h e  l o r d s  I  h a v e  f p o k e  t o ,  u f i u r e  m e  
th< :y  w i l l ,  i n  t h a t  c a f e ,  j o i n  h e a r t i l y ,  f l i o u l d  i t  p a f s  t h e  c o m m o n s ,  i n  t h r o w i n g  i t  
o u t  o f  o u r  h o u f e  a t  t h e  f i r f t  r e a d i n g ,

I  f e n d  y o u r  m a j e R y  h e r e w i t h  t h e  d r a u g h t  o f  a  l e t t e r  i n  a n f w e r  t o  t h a t  I  r e ­
c e i v e d  f r o m  M r .  W o d w a r d  t h i s  m o r n i n g .

OTHE K I N G  I N R E P L Y .

I  H a v e  n o  o b j e f l i o n  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  f e c r c -  
t a r y ’s t o  t h e  I ^ q o f  P r u l T i a .  I  a p p r o v e  v e r y  w e l l  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  W o o d ­
w a r d .  I  a m  g l a d  t o  f i n d  t h e  l o r d s  z e l l o u s  a g a i n f t  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  is  c o m m i n g  
f r o m  t h e  h o u f e  o f  c o m m o n s .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a  p o U i b i l i t y  o r  l i k e l i l i o o d  o f  t h r o w ­
i n g  i t  o u t ,  I  a m  o f  o p i n i o n ,  t o  h a v e  i t  o p p o l ' c d  t h e r e ,  b u t  i f  t h e r e  f h o u l d  b e  n o  
h o p e s  o f  i t ,  i t  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  f i x  t b o f e  w h o  a r e  f o r  i t  a g a i n f t  u s  i n  o t h e r  
p o i n t s ,  a n d  t h e y  m u l t  b e  a s  l i t t l e  u f e d  t o  i t  a s  p o f f i b l e ,

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

T o w n fh en d  J  S e n d  y o u r  m a j e f t y  a  c o p y  o f  a j e t f e r ,  w h i c h  is  j u f t  n o w  d e c y p h e r e d ,  f r o m  
Papers. t n o n f i e u r  C h a u v e l i n  t o  c o u n t  B r o g l i e ; a n d  h u m b l y  f u b m i t t  i t  t o  y o u r  m a j e f t y ^  

w h e t h e r  i t  m i g h t  n o t  b e  f e r i t  t o  M r .  W a l p o l e ,  i u  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  d e  l a  F a y e ,  
a  c o p y  o f  w h i c h  I  a l f o  i n c l o f e ;  a n d  w h e t h e r  a n o t h e r  c o p y  f h o u l d  n o t  b e  g i v e o  
t o  m y  l o r d  C h e f t e r f i e l d ,  t o  f e n d  t o  t h e  p e n f i o n a r y ,  t h a t  h e  m a y  f e e  h o w  a v e r f e  
t h e  F r e n c h  a r e ,  t o  t h e  g i v i n g  a  g u a r a n t y  o f  t h e  e m p e r o r ’s f u c c e f f i o n ;  a n d  t h a t  
t h e r e f o r e  w h a t  y o u r  m a j e f t y  p r o p o f e s ,  is  a l l  t h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  a t  p r e f e n t .

T H E  K I N G  IN R E P L Y .

T H E  i n t e r c e p t e d  l e t t e r  y o u  f e n t  m e ,  i s  o f  t h e  u f m o f t  i m p o r t a n c e .  T h e  
l e t t e r  d c  l a  F a 'y e  i s  t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  a m b a f l a d o r s  i s  v e r y  p r o p e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  y o u r  
t h o u g t h  o f  f e n d i n g  a  c o p y  o f  t l i e  i n t e r c e p t e d  o n e  b y  l o r d  C h e l l e r f i e l d  t o  t h e  
p e n f i o n a r y .  I n  t h e  m a i n ,  I  a m  v e r y  g l a d  t o  f e e  t h i n g s  c o m e  t o  t h i s  p a f s ,  t h a t

France
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F r a n c e  m u f l ;  c o u r t  E n g l a n d ,  a f t e r  t h e  l o n g  t i m e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  in t h e  fame c o n -  Period IV .  
d i t i d n  t o w a r d s  t h e m .

L OR D T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

d r .  W i l l i s  h a s  j u f t  d e c y p h e r e d ,  a n d  b r o i i g h i  m e  t h e  i n c l o l ' c d  l e t t e r ,  w h i c h ,  T o w n fh en d  
n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g  t h e  a fF e C le d  o b f c u r i t y  i n  f o m e  p a r t s  o f  i t ,  i s  r n o l t  c c r t a i n l y  

f r o m  S e c k e n d o r f F .
T h e  b i l l  c o n c e r n i n g  p l a c c s  a n d  p c n l i o n s ,  b e i n g  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  u p  t o  t h e  h o u f c  

o f  l o r d s ,  I  f l i a l l  b e  o b l i g e d  t o  b e  t l i e r c  e a r l y  i n  d i e  m o r n i n g .  A s  v e  e x p e f l e d  t o  
h a v e  h a d  i t  y c f t e r d a y ,  I  t h o u g h t  i t  n e c e f l a r y  t o  a t t e n d  t h e n ,  a n d  w a s  b y  t h a t  
p r e v e n t e d  i ' r o m  h a v i n g  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  w a i t i n g  u p o n  y o u r  m a j e f l y .  S i r  R o ­
b e r t  W a l p o l e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  h o u f c  o f  c o m m o n s ,  w h o  w e r e  a t  
t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  m y  h o u f e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  l o r d s ,  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  l a d ,  w e r e  o f  
o p i n i o n  t h a t  w c  o u g h t ,  t o  l e t  i t  b e  r e a d  t h e  f i r f t  t i m e ,  a n d  e n d e a v o u r  t o  t h r o w  
i t  o u t  a t  t h e  f e c o n d  r e a d i n g .  W e  h a v e  t h e r e f o r e  a g r e e d  u p o n  t h i s  m e t h o d  o f  
p r o c e e d i n g ,  a n d  I  f luil l  a c c o r d i n g l y  e n d e a v o u r  t o  g e t  t h e  f e c o n d  r e a d i n g  o f  i i  
a p p o i n t e d  f o r  t o - m o r r o w , *  a n d  t h e n  t o  t h r o w  i t  o u t .

T H E  K I N G  I N R E P L Y .

T H E  l e t t e r  y o u  f e n t  m e  i s  n o t  f r o m  S e c k e n d o r f F ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e  p r i n c e  o f  
B e v e r n .  A s  t o  t h i s  v i l l a i n o u s  b i l l ,  I  h a v e  ( e e n  a  g r e a t  m a n y  l o r d s  w h o  a r e  a l l  
z e a l o u f l y  a g a i n f t  i t ,  i n  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  i t .  I  d o n ’ t  d o u b t  b u t  y o u  w i l l  t e a r  i t  t o  
p i e c e s  i n  e v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  ihf* g r a t u i t i e s ,  but a l f b  t o  t h e  
o t h s ,  a n d  p e n f i o n s ,  k n o w i n g  v e r y  w e l l ,  t h a t  i f  a l l  t h e  d i f r e r c n t  c l a u / e s  o f  i t  a r e  
a b u f e d  a n d  r u n  d o w n ,  t h e  c o m m o n s  w o n ’t  a t t e m p t  i t  a n o t h e r  t i m e ;  a n d  t h e  
f o o n e r  i t  is t h r o w n  o u t  t h e  b e t t e r .

LORD T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

J  H a v e  o r d e r e d  M r .  T i l f o n  t o  f e n d  t h i s  p r i v a t e l y  b y  t h e  m c l F e n g e r  t h a t  goes T ow nfhend
t o  F r a n c e  t o - r n o r r o w ,  i f  y o u r  m a j e f t y  a p p r o v e s  o f  i t .  Papers .

•  T h e  penfion bill was th ro w n  o u t  on  th e  fecond read ing  on the  20 th  o f  M a r c h ,  1 7 3 0 ,  
vvhich iixes the  date  o f  this no te .

v o l .  I I .  PART I I ,  3 Z THE



Period iV . T H E  K I N G  I N R E P L Y .
1727101730.

'  T H I S  l e t t e r  i s  a s  I  c o u l d  w i f l i  i t .  Y o u  h a v e  f e e n  b y  d u  B o u r g a y ’s l e t t e r  
h o w  t h e  k i n g  o f  P r u f l i a  p u t s  h i m l b l f  i n  r e a d i n e f s  f o r  a n  a t t a c k .  Y o u  w  ll  t o o  
h a v e  t a k e n . n o t i c e  o f  w h a t  W o o d w a r d  w r i t e s  a s  t o  t h e  f u r p r i f e  o f  a  t o w n  w h i c h  
c a n  b e  n o  o t h e r  t h a n  B r u n f v i c ,  I  f a w  M r .  H o r a c e  W a l p o l e ,  a n d  h e  t o l d  m e  
h e  h a d  f e e n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  a n d  h e  i s  t o  m a k e  u f e  o f  t h i s  a s  o f  a n  a r g u m e n t  t o  b r i n g  
t h e  c a r d i n a l  t o  g i v e  m e  t h e  g u a r a n t i e  I  h a v e  d e l i r e d  o f  h i m .  T h i s  t h i n g  n e t t l e s  
m e  a  g o o d  d e a l .  T h e  P r u l f i a n s  c a n  b e  a t  t h i s  p l a c e  i n  t w o  d a y s  m a r c h .  T h e r e  
i s  b u t  f o u r  b a t t a l i o n s  t o  g u a r d  i t ,  w h i c h ,  w i t h  t h e  w a n t  o f  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  
a r e  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  f i n i f h ’d ,  m a k e  i t  v e r y  l i a b l e  t o  b e  f u r p r i f e d .  S h o u l d  t h e

•  Duke o f  D .  o f  W . *  b e  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h i s ,  a n d  h e  d e f i r e  a n y  t r o o p s  f o r  h i s  a f l i f t a n c e ,  i t  
W o lfen b u t-  i m p o f l i b l e  t o  H a y  f o r  a n  a n f w e r  f r o m  F r a n c e ,  n o r  r i g h t  f o r m e  t o  r e -

f u f e  h i m ,  b o t h  a s  t o  m y  o w n  f e c u r i t y ,  a n d  t o  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t s  I  a m  u n d e r  t o  
t h e  d u k e .  S o  t h a t  e v e r y  w a y  I  l h a l l  b e  n o w  u n d e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  e x c e p t  F r a n c e  
g i v e s  m e  v e r y  - f o o n  a  p o f i t i v e  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  a n d  I  f e e  m y  t r o o p s  i n  p o f l c f f i o n  o f  
t h a t  t o w n .

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  “K I N G .

T o w n d ien d  Y r n a j e f t y  h a s  f e e n  t h a t  I  i n t e n d e d  t o  f e n d  M r .  D u b o u r g a y ’s l e t t e r  t o
P apers .  P o y n t z ,  b u t  o n l y  f o r  h i s  p r i v a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i m y  v i e w  b e i n g  a t  p r e -

f e n t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  c a r d i n a l  i n t o  t h e  f o r m i n g  o f  a  p l a n  f o r  y o u r  m a j e f t y ’s f e c u ­
r i t y ,  u n d e r  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  d o i n g  i t  f o r  i h e  f e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  D u t c h ,  a n d  f o r  k e e p ­
i n g  t h e m  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  a l l y a n c e ;  a n d  w h e n  t h e  c a r d i n a l  h a s  c o n f e n t e d  t o  
f o r m  f u c h  a  p l a n ,  t h e n  I  h u m b l y  t h i n k  i t  m a y  b e  a  p t o p e r  t i m e  t o  t a k e  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  c a r e  o f  w h a t  y o u r  m a j e f t y  m e n t i o n s ,  a n d  t o  u r g e  t h e f e  a d v i c e s  a s  a  
f t r o n g  a r g u m e n t  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a g a i n f t  a n y  a t t a c k  u p o n  y o u r  m a j e f t y ’ s d o m i ­
n i o n s  i n  G e r m a n y ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w i t h  h u m b l e  f u b m i f l i o n  I  o f f e r  i t  t o  y o u r  
m a j e f t y ,  w h e t h e r  M r .  W a l p o l e  f h o u l d  a t  p r e f e n t m a k e  u f e  o f  t h a t  a r g u m e n t  t o  
t h e  c a r d i n a l .  I n  t h e  m e a n  t i m e  i f  t h e  a d v i c e s  m e n t i o n e d  b y  M r .  W o o d w a r d  
c o m e  c o n f i r m e d ,  y o u r  m a j e f t y  m a y  m a k e  g o o d  u f e  o f  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  d u k e  o f  
W o l f e n b u t t e l .

T H E  K I N G  I N R E P L Y .

W H A T  m a d e  n i e  f p e a k  t o  W a l p o l e  u p o n  t h i s  f u b j e f t ,  a n d  w i lT i in g  i t  m a y  
b e  d o n e  n o w  i s ,  b e c a u f e ,  i f  f u c h  a  f u r p r i f e  f t i o u l d  b e  i n t e n d e d ,  t h e  w i n t e r  w i l l

b e
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h e  a  p r o p e r  t i m e  f o r  i t ,  b e c a u f e  o f  t h e  f r o f t .  A n d  f i i o u l d  t h i s  b e  d e l a y ’d ,  a  Period I V .  
g r c a t o d e a l  o f  t i m e  m a y  b e  l o f t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  I  c o n f i d e r  t h e  f l o w n e f s  a n d  
i r r c f o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c a r d i n a l ,  w h o  is  a l l w a y s  p r c p o f f e f T c d  a g a i n f t  a n y  t h i n g  t h a t  
l o o k s  l i k e  w a r ,  a n d  w h o  h a s  C h a u v e l i n  a b o u t  h i m ,  w h o  i s  a l w a y s  w i l l i n g  t o  
f l o p  a n y  t h i n g  t h a t  i s  f o r  m y  a d v a n t a g e .

L OR D T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

'J p H I S  d ifp a tch  I  h av e  p re p a re d  to  b e  fen t to  th e  pen fionary  tliis n ight, i f  Townftenl 
y o u r  m ajo fty  a p p ro v e s  o f  i t. l a p e r* .

T H E  K I N G  I N R E P L Y .

T H I S  l e t t e r  i s  w r i t  i n  t h e  b e f t  f t i l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  h o p e  w i l l  h a v e  a  v e r y  
g o o d  e f f e f l .  I  w i f l i  y o u  w o u l d  o n l y  a d d  a  w o r d ,  o f  t h e  f a t i s f a f l i o n  I  h a v e  
a b o u t  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h e  p e n f i o n a r y  h a s  m a d e  a b o u t  B r e m e n  a n d  V e r d e n ,  
a n d  d c f i r e  h i m  t o  b e  f t e a d y  i n  t h i s  p o i n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o f e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  k i n g ­
d o m ,  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  r e p r e f e n t c d  v e r y  I t r o n g l y  t o  h i m ,

L OR D . T O WN S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

' J ' H E  i n c l o f e d  i s  a  p e t i t i o n  f r o m  H y a m  t h e  J e w ,  w h o  w a s  c o n d e m n e d  a t  Sydney 

K i n g f t o n ,  f o r  c l i p p i n g  a n d  d i m i n i f h i n g  b r o a d  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d .  A s  t h e  m a n  
i s  t o  b e  e x e c u t e d  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  I  t h o u g h t  i t  m y  d u t y  t o  l a y  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  b e f o r e  
y o u r  m a j e f t y  a fT o o n  a s  p o f T ib l e .  T h e  c r i m e  f o r  w h i c h  t h i s  p e r f o n  is  c o n ­
d e m n e d  is  o f  f o  h e i n o u s  a  n a t u r e ,  t h a t  I  b e l i e v e  y o u r  m a j c / l y  wilJ t h i n k  p r o ­
p e r  t o  l e t  t h e  l a w  t a k e  i t s  c o u r f e  i n  d i i s  c a f e .

T H E  K I N G  IN R E P L V .

T H E  i l l  c o n f e q u e n c c s  o f  t h i s  c r i m e  a r e  f o  b a d ,  t h a t  I a m  o f  o p i n i o n  i t d e -  
f e r v e s  n o  m e r c y .

L OR D T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

'J 'H E  i n c l o f e d  arc d r a u g h t s  o f  t w o  l e t t e r s  t o  l o r d  W a l d e g r a v e .  In cafe T o w n f l ie n i  
y o u r  m a j e l l y  a p p r o v e s  o f  t h e m ,  I  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o f t e n l i b l e  o n e  p u t t  i n t o  

F r c n c h ,  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  b e  n o  m i f t a k e  i n  t r a n f l a t i n g  i t .

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 53*

3 z 2 THft



PeriodlV. T H E  K I N G  I N  R E P L Y .
1 7 * 7 1 0 1 7 3 0 .  ,

- ----- • 1 L i k e  t h e f e  l e t t e r s  v e r y  w e l l ,  w i t h  a  f r a a l  a l t e r a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  i n
o n e  o f  t h e m .

LORD T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

H arr in g to n  j  A m  h u m b l y  o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n c l o f c d  l e t t e r *  o u g h t  t o  b e  f e n t  l o  y o u r  
m a j e f t y ’s p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y s  a t  P a r i s ,  t o  b e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  c a r d i n a l ,  n o t  

a s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  w h i c h  y o u r  m a j e f t j  g i v e s  a n y  c r e d i t ,  o r  t o  w h i c h  y o u  / h o u l d  
b e  a v c r l ’e ,  i f  i t  w e r e  t r u e ;  b u t  o n l y  t h a t  h i s  e m i n e n c e  m a y  b e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  
t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a r e  f p r e a d .  Y o u r  p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y s  f l i o u l d  t a k e  t h i s  o c c a f i o n  
o f  f o u n d i n g  t h e  c a r d i n a l ’s f c n t i m e n t s  a s  t o  t h e  k i n g  o f  P o l a n d ,  a n d  h o w  f a r  h e  
t h i n k s  i t  m i g h t  b e  o f  u f e  t o  g a i n  h i m ;  a n d  w h e t h e r  k i n g  S t a n i f l a u s ’s p r e t e n -  
f i o n s  t o  t h e  c r o w n  o f  P o l a n d  h a v e  n o t  f o  m u c h  w e i g h t  i n  F r a n c e ,  a s  t o  m a k e  
a l l  t h o u g h t s  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h e  p r e f e n t  k i n g  o f  P o l a n d  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r e f t  o f  t h e  t w o  
c r o w n s  i m p r a f t i c a b l e .  ,

I  a m  l i k e w i f e  f i u m b l y  o f  o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  p l a n  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  o u g h t  t o  b e  
f e t t l e d  p r e v i o u s  t o  a l l  o t h e r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ;  a n d  t h a t  y o u r  m i n i f l e r s  a t  P a r i s  
o u g h t  t o  i n f i f t  u p o n  t h i s  i n  t h e  f t r o n g e f t  m a n n e r ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e  f e t t l i n g  t h e  f a i d  
p l a n  o u g h t  t o  b e  m a d e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  y o u r  m a j e f t y ’ s c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  a l ­
t e r a t i o n  d e f i r e d  b y  t h e  F r e n c h  in  t h e  f e c r e t  d e c l a r a t i o n  t o  b e  g i v e n  a b o u t  B e r g  
a n d  J u l i e r s .  I t  i s  n o t  p r e t e n d e d  b y  t h e  F r e n c h ,  t h a t  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  c a n  b e  
f i g n c d  b y  y o u r  m a j e f t y ,  t i l l  t h e  t r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  f o u r  e l e f t o r s  i s  c o n c l u d e d .  
C o u l d  y o u r  m a j e f t y  g e t  t h e  p l a n  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  f e t t l e d ,  I  a m  i n t i r e l y  o f  o p i ­
n i o n ,  t h a t  t h i s  f i n g l e  f t e p  w o u l d  f r e e  y o u  f r o m  a l l  y o u r  p r e f e n t  d i f f i c u l t y s ;  
a n d  y o u r  m i n i f t e r s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  a f f i f t a n c e  o f  t h o f e  o f  S p a i n  t o w a r d s  m a k i n g  
t h e  c a r d i n a l  a f t  a  r i g h t  p a r t  a s  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  I  a m  
f i r m l y  p e r f u a d e d ,  t h a t  u p o n  t h e  f i r f t  n e w s  o f  t h i s  p l a n  b e i n g  f i x e d ,  t h e  k i n g  o f  
P r u f l i a  w o u l d  f u b m i t ,  a n d  w il l  n o t  w a i t  ’t i l l  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  p r o p o f e d  b e  m a d e  
t o  h i m ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  e m p e r o r  f h a l l  h a v e  l o f t  h i m ,  a n d  f t ia l l  f e e  y o u r  m a j e f t y  
a n d  y o u r  a l l y s  i n  a  c o n d i t i o n  t o  m a k e  g o o d  t h e i r  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  h e  w i l l  t h i n k  i t  
a g r e e a b l e  t o  h i s  h o n o r  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  h i s  i n t e r e f t ,  t o  a c c e p t  o f  a n y  d e c l a r a t i o n  
t h a t  l h a l l  b e  m a d e  h i m  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  y o u r  m a j e f t y  a n d  y o u r  a l l i e s .

•  Referred to in thj: duke o f Newcaftle’s letter to lord Harrington o f March 24— April 4, 
i 7* 9- 30-
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B u t  i f  y o u r  m a j e f l y  f u f f e r s  t h e  n e g o c i a t i o n  f o r  f o r m i n g  t h e  p l a n ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  Penod  I V .  
t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  t o  g o  h a n d  in  h a n d ,  I  v e r y  m u c h  f e a r  t h a t  c o n f i d e r i n g  t h e  t e r n -  '7 ^^ 
p e r  a n d  d i f p o f i t i o n  o f  t h e  c a r d i n a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e  D u t c h ,  n o  p l a n  o f  o p e r a ­
t i o n s  w il l  b e  f o r m e d ;  a n d  i n  t h a i  c a f e  a n y  d e c l a r a t i o n  t o  b e  m a d e  a t  V i e n t x a ,  
w i l l  r a t» h e r  b e  i n f u l t e d  t h a n  a g r e e d  t o .  A n d  y o u r  i n a j e f t y  w i l l  b e  n e x t  y e a r  
a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  f a m e  d i f f i c u U i c s  y o u  a t  p r e f e n t  l a ­
b o u r ,  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  P r u i f i a ,  b u t  l i k c w i f e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t i i e  a f h u r s  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  a n d  o n e  m a y  e a f i l y  f o r e f c e  t h e  e v i l s  t h a t  m u l l  a t t e n d  f u c b  a  f u u a t i o n .

T H E  K I N G  i n ' K E P L Y .

I  A g r e e  w i t h  y o u  i n  e v e r y  t h i n g  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  a n d  d e f i r e  y o u  t o  
c o m m u n i c a t e  y o u r  o p i n i o n  e i t h e r  t o  t h e  d u k e  o f  N e w c a f t l e  o r  H o r a c e  W a l ­
p o l e ,  t h a t  t h e  i n f t r u f t i o n s  t o  t h e  a m b a f T a d o r s  m a y  b e  f e n t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u p  
o p i n i o n .

LORD T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

^ O U N T  B r o g l i e  h a v i n g  c h o f e n  r a t h e r  t o  f e n d  a n  e x p r e f s  w i t h  h i s  l a f t  l e t -  Townfhendi 
t e r s ,  t h a n  t o  w r i t e  b y  t h e  p o l l ,  I  v e r y  m u c h  f e a r  h e  m a y  n o t  h a v e  m a d e  a  

t r u e  r e p o r t  o f  w h a t  p a f fe c i  b e t w e e n  u s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a s  I  a m  t o  f e e  C h a m o r e l  
t o - m o r r o w  m o r n i n g ,  I  m o f t  h u m b l y  f u b i n i t  i t  t o  y o u r  m a j c f t y ,  - w h e t h e r  I  
f h o u l d  n o t  c o m m u n i c a t e  t o  h i m  t h e  a n f w e r  I  g a v e  t o  c o u n t  B r o g l i e ,  a n d  e n ­
d e a v o u r  t o  i n d u c e  h i m  t o  t r a n f m i t  i t  t o  h i s  c o u r t .

T H E  K I N G  I N R E P L Y .

I  B e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  b e  v e r y  r i g h t  t o  i n f o r m  C h a m o r e l ,  o f  w h a t  p a f s ’d  b e t w e e n  
y o u  a n d  c o u n t  B r o g l i o ,  u p o n  t h i s  f u b j e S ,  t h a t  h e  m a y  g i v e  a  t r u e  a c c o u n t  t o  
h i s  c o u r t .

LORD T O W N S H E N D  T o  T H E  K I N G .

E n d o r f e d  6  M a y ,  1 7 3 0 — “  Account o j  conferencc with count Broglto.*'

' J ' H E  c a u f e  i n  t h e  h o u f e  o f  l o r d s  w e n t  t h i s  d a y  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  p r o t e f t a n t  T o w n d ie n d  
i n t e r e f t  i n  I r e l a n d ,  w i t h o u t  o n e  d i l f e n t i n g  v o i c e .

M o n f i e u r  B r o g l i e  h a s  b e e n  w i t h  t n e ,  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  m e  t h e  l e t t e r  h e
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  C h a u v e l i n .  I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  f | j r p r i l e d  a t  m o n f i e u r
C b a u v e l i n ’s  w r i t i n g  h i m  f u c h  a  S e t t e r ,  a n d  t h a t  I  w a s  p e r f u a d e d  y o u r  m a j t ' f l y

w o u l d

o r i g i n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  5 4 *



Period  I V .  w o n l d  b e  f o  w h e n  I  f l i o u l d  a c q u a i n t  y o u  w i t h  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  i t ;  t h a t  y o u r  m a -  
c o n d u f t  h a d  n o t  d e f e r v e d  e i t h e r  t h e  r e p r o a c h e s ,  o r  t h e  i n f i n u a t i o n f  c o n ­

t a i n e d  in  t h a t  l e t t e r ;  t h a t  i f  w e  w e r e  t o  c o m p u t e  t t i e  e x p e n c e  o f  f l e e t s  a n d  
a r t n y s ,  y o u r  m a j e f t y  h a d  b o r n  a t l e a f t  y o u r  f u l l  f h a r e  o f  i t  e v e r  l i n c e  t h e  H a ­
n o v e r  a l l i a n c e ,  a n d  t h a t  y o u r  m a j e f t y ’s r e a d y  c o m p l y a n c e  w i t h  t h e  q u o t a  p r o -  
p o f e d  b y  t h e  m i n i f t c r s  o f  F r a n c e  a n d  S p a i n ,  m u f t  ■ c o n v i n c e  t l ) c  c a r d i n a l  a n d  
g a r d e  d e s  S c e a u x ,  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  f t iU  i n  t h e  f a m e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  d o i n g  a ll  t h a t  
c o u l d  r e a f o n a b l y  b e  e x p e f t c d  f r o m  y o u ; t h a t  y o u r  m a j e f t y  n e v e r  m a d e  t h e i r  
a g r e e i n g  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n  o f  t h e  y e a r  1 7 2 7 ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  y o u r  c o n f e n t -  
i n g  t o  l e a v e  o u t  t h e  w o r d s  “  anjji him que”  i n  t h e  t r e a t y  w i t l i  t h e  f o u r  e l c t t o r s ,  
b u t  t h a t  y o u r  m a j e f t y  d i d  i n d e e d  i n f i f t  u p o n  h a v i n g  e i t h e r  t h a t ,  o r  f o m e  o t h e r  
p l a n  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  f e t t l e d ,  b e c a u f e  t h a t  b e i n g  p r e v i o u f l y  d o n e ,  y o u r  m a j e f t y  
c o u l d  b e t t e r  j u d g e  o f  w h a t  u f e  o r  f e r v i c e  t h e  f o u r  e l e 6 l o r s  c o u l d  b e  t o  t h e  t w o  
c r o w n s .  T h a t  y o u r  m a j e f t y ,  b y  i n f i f t i n g  t o  h a v e  a  b o d y  o f  F r e n c h  t r o o p s  r e a d y  
t o  c o m e  t o  y o u r  a f f i f t a n c e ,  i n  c a f e  y o u r  G e r m a n  d o m i n i o n s  w e r e  a t t a c k e d ,  
c o u l d  n o t  b e  f u p p t j f e d  to .  i n t e n d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  t h o f e  c o u n t r y s  w h o l l y  
u p o n  F r a n c e ;  t i r a t  t h e  g a r d e  d e s  S c e a u x  m u f t  b e  v e r y  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  t h a t  
y o u r  m a j e f t y  h a s  i n  t h o f e  c o u n t r y s  a n d  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  f u l l  t w o  a n d  t h i r t y  
t b o u f a n d  m e n  r e a d y  t o  m a r c h ;  b u t  a s  t h o f e  c o u n t r y s r a r e  o p e n  a n d  e x p o f e d ,  a n d  
a s  t h e  e m p e r o r ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h e  k i n g  o f  P r u f f i a ,  m i g h t  o u t  o f  r e v e n g e ,  i n  c a f e  
o f  a  w a r ,  f a l l  w i t h  a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  f o r c e s  u p o n  d i o f e  d o m i n i o n s ,  y o u r  m a ­
j e f t y  m i g h t  i n f i f t  u p o n  i t ,  n o t  a s  a  f a v o u r ,  b u t  a s  a  r i g h t  a n d  j u f t i c e  d u e  t o  
y o u ,  t h a t  F r a u c e  f l i o u l d  k e e p  a  b o d y  o f  m e n  r e a d y  t o  m a r c h  t o  y o u r  
a f f i f t a n c e ,

, I  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  t e l l i n g  h i m  t h a t  t liis l e t t e r  o f  C h a u v e l i n ’s f e e m e d  t o  m e  t o  
b e  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  l e t  u s  f e e  t h a t  F r a n c e  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a  w a r  
i n  f u p p o r t  o f  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t s  t a k e n  b y  t h e  t r e a t y  o f  S e v i l l e ,  o r ,  i n  c a f e  t h e y  
f t i o u l d  b e  p r e v a i l e d  u p o n  b y  S p a i n  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a  w a r ,  t o  b u r t h e n  y o u r  m a j e f t y  
- w i th  f o  g r ^ a t  a  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p e n c e s ,  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  i m p o f f i b l e  f o r  y o u  
t o  f u p p o r t  t h e m .  T h a t  y o u r  m a j e f t y  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d o  a l l  t h a t  c o u l d  r e a -  
f o n a b l y  b e  e x p e f t e d  f r o m  y o u  t o w a r d s  f u p p o r t i n g  y o u r  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  b u t  i f  
F r a n c e  t h o u g h t  f i t  t o  i n f i f t ,  i n  a n y  p r o j e f c l  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  f o r m e d ,  u p o n  l a y i n g  
a  g r e a t e r  l o a d  u p o n  y o u r  m a j e f t y ,  e i t h e r  i n  t r o o p s  o r  m o n e y ,  t h a n  y o u  c o u l d  
b e a r ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h e i r  f a u l t ,  a n d  n o t  y o u r  m a j e f t y ’s ,  i f  n o t h i n g  w e r e  d o n e ,  
a n d  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  ^ h e  a l l i e s  o f  S e v i l l e ,  r u n  i n t o  c o n f u f i b n .  M o n f i e u r  B r o g ­
l i e  a g r e e d  w i t h  m e  i n  e v e r y  t h i n g  I  h a d  l a i d ,  a n d  t o  c o n v i n c e  me that be bad

not
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n o t  g i v e n  o c c a f i o n  b y  a n y  t h i n g  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  g a r d e  d e s  S c e a u x ' s  Per iod  iv. 
w r i t i n g  h i m  a  l e t t e r  i n  f u c h  t e r m s  a n d  I t y l e ,  h e  I h e w c d  m e  h i s  t w o  l e t t e r s ,  t o  
w h i c h  t h i s  w a s  i n  a n f w e r ,  a n d  I  p r o m i s ’d  h i m  a t  p a r t i n g ,  t h a t  I  w o u l d  a c q u a i n t  
y o u r  m a j e f t y  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  h a d  p a l l e d *

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.

1727.

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .

Rumour that lord Chejlerfidd is to fucceed him al Paris, and be appointei 

fecretary o f  Jfale.— Thinks him improper Lo f i l l  the tvihufjy in France.-— 

Recommends lord Waldegrave f o r  that fla tion .

D E A R  B R O T H E R , Paris, A u g u f t  9 ,  T 7 2 7 .

J  A m  i n f i n i t e l y  o b l i g e d  t o  y o u  f o r  y o u i  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  2 5  p a P .  O .  S .  w i t h  f o e  
c l e a r  a n d  f u c c i n f t  a c c o u n t  o f  m a t t e r s ,  i n  w h i c h  I  t h i n k  y o u  h a v e  / h e w n  a l l  

i m a g i n a b l e  p r u d e n c e  a n d  a d d r e f s ,  i t  is  c e r t a i n  t h a t  y o u  m u f t  c o n t i n u e  t o  g o  
o n  i n  t h e  f a m e  w a y ,  a n d  T h o p e  a  l i t t l e  t i m e  w i l l  r e n d e r  y o u r  b u f in c T s  m o r e  
e a f y ,  a n d  n o t  f o  d a n g e r o u s  t o  y o u r  h e a l t h ,  w h i c h  is t h e  c h e i f  t h i n g  y o u  f h o u l d  
b e  a t t e n t i v e  t o .

I t  i s  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  D u t c h  p r i n t s  t h a t  l o r d  C h c f t e r f i c M  is  t o  c o m e  h i t h e r ,  w h i c h  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  w h a t  h i s  l o r d f h i p  p u b l i f h e s  a b r o a d  h i m f e l f e ,  w i l l ,  I  f u p p o f e ,  m a k e  
t h e  c a r d i n a l  a f k  m e  a  t h o u f a n d  q u e f t i o n s  a b o u t  h i s  lempe*-, \  i e w s ,  a n d  p r i n c i ­
p l e s ,  w 'h i c h  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a n l w c r ,  c o n f i d e r i n g  h e  w i l l  f t a n d  in  t h e  e y e  o f  
t h e  w o r l d ,  a s  t h e  p e r f o n  d c f i g n e d  b y  h i s  m a j e f l y  t o  b e  h e r e a f t e r  f e c r e t a i y  o f  
f t a t e .  H i s  t h o u g h t s  o f  c o m i n g  h i t h e r ,  I  m u f t o w n ,  p u t s  m e  u n d e r  a  g r e a t  
d i l e m m a ’; b e c a u f e  a l t h o u g h  a s  I b o n  a s  t h e  g r e a t  a f f a i r s  o f  E u r o p e  a r c  f e t t l e d ,  I  
l h a l l  b e  d e f i r c u s  o f  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e ; y e t  I  a m  l u r e  h e  i s  t h e  m o l l  i m p r o p e r  p e r ­
f o n ,  i f  I  r i g h t l y  k n o w  h i m ,  t o  f u c c e e d  m e ,  u p o n  a  f o o t  o f  h a v i n g  t h a t  c o n f i d e n c e  
w h i c h  i s  b e t w e e n  t h e  c a r d i n a l  a n d  m e ,  a n d  w h i c h  i;j a b f o l u t c l y  n c c c f l ' a r y  t o  b e  
m a i n t a i n e d  e v e n  a f t e r  I  l e a v e  t h i s  e m b a l f y .  I  m o d  e a r n e f t l y  d e f i r e  y o u  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  f r o m  t i r h e  t o  t i m e  t o  i n f o r m  m e  o f  m a t t e r s  a s  w h a t  w i l l  b e  n e c e f f a r y  
f o r  m e  10 p u t t  t h i n g s  i n  a  p r o p e r  l i g h t ,  a g a i n f t  t h e  v a r i o u s  f u r r a i i e s  t l i a t  a r e  f e n t  
f r o m  E n g l a n d  o r  m a d e  h e r e .

r. S,

W a lp o ld

Paper*.

Privatt.
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Per io d  IV . '  p ,  S .  L o r d  W a l d e g r a v e  i s  i n d e s e d  d e f i g n e d  f o r  V i e n n a ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  m u f t
t j z j t o i Tj o . t h i t h e r  a s  f o o n  a s  w e  h e a r  f r o m  S p a i n ;  b u t  h i s  t e m p e r  a n d  p r u d e n c c  

1727. w o u l d  d o e  e x t r e a m e l y  w e l l  a t  t h i s  c o u r t ,  a s  i t  is  c o n f t i t u t e d  a t  p r e f e n t .

HORACE WA-LPOLE TO SIR R O B E R T  WA L P O L E .

Hints that lord Chejlcrjield would be appointed fecretary o f Jlate.— The car~. 

dinal'% concern at lord Townjhtnd's illnejs, and mentions the dijiculty o f  

replacing him.

D E A R  B R O TH E R , Fontainbleau, November 11 , 1717.

Walpole R o b i n f o n ,  t h e  f c c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  e m b a f f y  h a s  r e a d  t o  m e  a  p a r a g r a p h  i i \  
a  l e t t e r  f r o m  h i s  e l d e f t  b r o t h e r ,  w h o  t e l l s  h i m  t h a t  a  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  w h o  

Frivaie, k n o w s  w e l l  t h e  f i t u a t i o n  a t  c o u r t  i n  E n g l a n d ,  h a s  l e t t  h i m  k n o w ,  t h a t  il'  l o r d  
C h e f t e r f i e l d  f h o u l d  g o  a b r o a d ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  F r a n c e ,  i t  i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  
f e c r e t a r y  o f  f t a t f ,  i n  w h i c h  c a l e ,  h e ,  M r .  R o b i n f o n  t h e  f e c r e t a r y ,  m u f t  f e r v e  
u n d e r  h i s  l o r d l h i p ,  f u p p o f i n g  h e  c a n  c o n t r i v e  t o  d o e  i t  h a n d l b m l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  o t h e r s .  A s  I  f e e m ’d  t o  M r .  R o b i n f o n  t o  t a k e  l i t t l e  n o t i c c  o f  i t ,  I  d i d  n o t  
a f k  h i m  m a n y  q u e f t i o n s  a b o u t  i t ,  n o r  d e f i r e  h i m  t o  f e a d  i t  t o  m e  a  f e c o n d  t i m e .  
B u t  a s  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  l a t e l y  r e c e i v e d ,  I  t h o u g h t  i t  m i g h t  b e  w o r t h  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  
n o t  u p o n  m y  a c c o u n t ,  b e c a u l e  y o u  k n o w  h o w  i n d i f f e r e n t  I  a m  g r o w n  t o  a l l  
f e r v i c e ;  b u t  i t  i s  p o fT ib le  p o o r  l o r d  T o w n f h e n d ’s f i a t e  o f  h e a l t h  m a y  h a v e  
g i v e n  o c c a f i o n  f o r  n e w  c a b a l l s  a m o n g  t h e  a m b i t i o u s .  I  h o p e  h i s  l o r d f h i p  is  
n o t  f o  b a d ,  a s  I  f i n d  t h e  o r d i n a r y  l e t t e r s  m a k e  h i m ,  b e c a u f c  y o u  h a v e  n e v e r  
m e n t i o n e d  i t  t o  m e ;  b u t  f e w  p e o p l e  t h a t  w r i t e  a b o u t  h i m ,  t h i n k  h e  c a n  g e t t  
over h i s  i l l n e f s .  S h o u l d  a n y  t h i n g  h a p p e n ,  t h e  r e p l a c i n g  o f  h i m  w i l l  b e  o f  
v a f t  c o n f e q u e n c e  t o  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  a f f a i r s  a t  h o m e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  c r e d i t t  
a n d  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a m o n g  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o w e r s .  I  c a n  aCFiire y o u  
die c a r d i n a l l  m e n t i o n e d  i t  t o  m e  t h i s  m o r n i n g  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e f t  c o n c e r n ,  b u t  I 

c o m f o r t e d  h i m ,  b y  t e l l i n g  h i m  t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  d o u b t  b u t  h i s  l o r d f h i p  w o u l d  re­

cover, t h o ’ I c a n ’t  l a y  t h a t  h e  a g r e e d  w i d i  m e  i n  t h a t  o p i n i o n ,  I am, «fec.
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S I R  ROBERT WA L P OL E  TO T H E  HON.  T H O MA S  T O W N S H E N J D .  IV.
1727 to 1730.

Condoles with him on lord Townjhcnd's danger. u — - v - ~ « v
1 7 *8.

DEAR. t o m m y ,  ̂ lIou”hton> Thuiftl.iy iz  o'clotk.

J  S u S -o r  t o o  m u c h  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  p o o r  l o r d  T o w n f l i c n d  t o  k n o w  a n y  f a t i s -  Sydney 
f a C lio i i  i n  b e i n g  a t  t h i s  d i l t a n c c .  I  h a v e  n o w  f c n t  l o r  h o r l e s  t o  m e e t  r n c  

o n  t h e  r o a d ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  m e  a l m o R  a s  f o o n  t o  t o w n  a s  i f  I d i d  ( e t t  o u t  t o ­
m o r r o w .  I  h o p e  t o  b e  w i t h  y o u  o n  M o n d a y  b y  n o o n .  S u r e l y  t h a t  p r o v i ­
d e n c e  o r  g o o d  f o r t u n e  w h i c h  h a s  (b  o f t e n  f l o o d  u s  i n  f l e a d ,  w i l l  o n c c  m o r e  i n -  
t e v p o f e  a n d  f a v e  t h e  m a n ,  w i t h o u t  w h o m  all m u l l ,  fitll t o  t h e  g r o u n d .

I  w o u l d  n o t  p r e f a g e  a n y  i l l  t i d i n g s ;  b u t  b e  a f f u r e d ,  d e a r  T o n u n y ,  t h a t  y o u r  
o w n  m e r i t t  a n d  t h e  iM c r i t t  o f  b e i n g  d e f c e n d e d  f r o m  I 'uch  a  f a t h e r ,  w i l l  f e c u r c  
t o  y o u  a n d  a l l  y o u r  u n h a p p y  f a m i l y ,  w h a t e v e r  i s ,  o r  c a n  e v e r  p o l h b l y  b e  i n  
m y  p o w e r ,  t o  f o f t e n ,  w h a t  n o t h i n g  c a n  r e p a i r ,  t h e  lo f l 'e  o f  f u t .h  a  f a t h e r ,  i ' t i e n d , '  
a n d  E n g l i f h m a n .  B u t  I  w i l l  h o p e  R i l l ,  t h a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  t r y a l  is f a r  d i f l a n i ,  a n d  
t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  (b  f o r  r c a f o n s  i n f i n i t e ,  b e l i e v e  m e ,  d e a r  ' J \ / m m y ,  is  t h e  m o f t  
a r d e n t  a n d  m o f l  f i n c e r e  w i f h e s  o f  y o u r ’s r n o l l  f a i t h f u l l y  a n d  a f f e d i o n a t e l y .

OJIIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 545

1 7 2 8 .

HORACE WA L P OL E  TO THE E ARL  OF W A L D E G K A V E .

j 7i/}ruHs him  to obtain the ca rd in a l ’ s ajjcnt to the f o r m  o f  — Meet—

i n g  o f  the p a r l ia m e n t .— G en eral good w il l  o f  the commons.— Acclam utions  

o f the people as the k in g  went to the hoiije.

M y DEAR LORD, Lonciuii, January 24, 1727— S.

T  W o u l d  n o t  l e t  M r .  C h a r t e r s  r e t u r n  t o  P a r i s  M’i t h o u t  a l f i i r i n g  y o u r  l o r d f l i i p  W aldfgrave 

o f  m y  f i n c e r e  r e f p e c l s ,  a l t h o ’ I  h a v e  n o  n e w s  t o  l e n d  y o u ,  f i n c e  y o u  w i l l  
h a v e  b e e n  f o  f u l l y  i n f o r m e d  f r o m  t h e  d u k e  o f  N c w c a f l l c  b y  t h e  m e l l e n g e r  
t h a t  f e t  o u t  l a R  n i g h t  o f  a l l  m a t t e r s ;  I  f h a l l  o n l y  a d d  i n  c o n i i d e n c e  n o t  t o  b e  
m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  d i f p a t c h e s ; t h a t  y c j u r  l o r d l h i p  f h o u l d  u f e  y a u r  u t m o f t  a p ­
p l i c a t i o n  a n d  i i u c r e f t  w i t h  t h e  c a r d i n a l l  t h a t  t h e  f o r m  f o r ' f i g n i n g  t h e  d e c l a r a ­
t i o n  t r a n f m i t t e d  f r o m  h e n c e  f h o u l d  b e  f a l l o w e d ,  a s  b e i n g  p l a i n  a n d  f i m p i c ,  a n d  

V O L . I I .  P A R T  I I .  4  A m a k i n g



P er io d  I V .  m a k i n g  i t  a n  a £ l  f i n a l l y  f o r  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a 
1787101730. c o t i v e n t i o n ,  o r  c o n t a i n i n g  a n y  t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y s , / h i s  

1-7*8. I  t h o u g h t  f i t t  t o  g i v e  y o u ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  m a n a g e d  w i t h  y o u r  u f u a l  p r u d e n c e .  
T h e  k i n g  c a m e  y e f t e r d a y  t o  t h e  h o u f e ,  a n d  o r d e r e d  u s  t o  c h o o f e  a  f p e a k e r ,  
a n d  p r e f e n t  h i m  o n  S a t u r d a y ' ;  M r .  O n f l o w  w a s  c h o f e n  b y  t h e  m o f t  g e s n e ra U  
c o n c u r r e n c e  t h a t  w a s  e v e r  k n o w n ,  m o v e d  b y  l o r d  H a r t i n g t o n  a n d  f e c o n d e d  b y  
f i r  W i l l i a m  S t r i c k l a n d .  W e  h a d  4 2 7  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  h o u f e ;  m o f t  o f  t h e m  f i n -  
c e r e  a n d  h e a r t y  f r i e n d s  a n d  i n  p e r f e c t  g o o d  h u m o u r ,  a n d  t h i n g s  I  a m  p e r -  
f u a d e d  w i l l  g o e  g l o r i o u f l y  t o  t h e  f a t i . s f a t l i o n  o f  h i s  m a j e f t y  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  
a b r o a d ;  I  w e n t  t h r o ’ t h e  p a r k  b y  c h a n c c ,  w h e n  h i s  m a j e f t y  p a f l e d  t h a t  w a y  t o  
t h e  h o u f e ,  a n d  t h e  q u a n t i t y s  o f  p e o p l e  w e r e  n u m b e r l e f s ;  a n d  t h e  a c c l a m a t i o n s  
o f  j o y  t h e  g r e a t e f t  t h a t  w e r e  e v e r  k n o w n ;  I  m u f t  o w n  I  n e v e r  f a w  f u c h  a  
f i g h t .  I  a m  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e f t  a f f e £ t i o n  a n d  r e f p e f t .  S e e .

•Underfe-  GEORGE T I L S O N *  TO T H E  E A R L  OF W A L D E G R A V E .
cretary of ,
ftate. Addrejfes at the oyening o j  the new parliament carried without a divijion.

M y  LO R D , Whitch.Ul, February a, 1727— 8,

T o w n f h e n d  i s  i n  d o u b t  w h e t h e r  y o u E  l o r d f l i i p  w i l l  h a v e  a n y  
a c c o u n t  o f  w h a t  h a s  p a f f e d  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t ,  h i s  l o r d f t i i p  

h a s  o r d e r e d  m e  t o  t e l l  y o u  f o m e  p a r t i c u l a r s  u p o n  t h a t  f u b j e f t .  Y o u r  l o r d -  
f t i i p  f e e s  h o w  f u l l  a n d  f t r o n g  t h e  a d d r e f s  o f  t h e  h o u f e  o f  l o r d s  i s ;  t h e r e  w a s  
b u t  a  f a i n t  o p p o f i t i o n  m a d e  t o  i t  b y  l o r d  l i a t h u r t t  a n d  l o r d  S t r a f f o r d ,  w i t h  r e -  

^ f p e f t  t o  t h e  w o r d s  hu?nane prudence, b u t  t h e y  l e t  d r o p  t h e i r  m o t i o n ,  a n d  d i d  
n o t  d a r e  t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  a n y  d i v i f i o n ,  f o  t h a t  a d d r e f s  p a f s ’d  u n a n i m o u d y .

I n  t h e  h o u f e  o f  c o m m o n s  M r .  S h i p p e n  w o u l d  h a v e  m a d e  a n  a m e n d m e n t  
a f t e r  t h e  w o r d s ,  the dijagreeable and uncertain Jituation o f  affairs, b y  a d d i n g  
t h e f e  f o l l o w i n g ,  at his viajepy's accejfwn to the throne, w h i c h  w e r e  i n t e n d e d ,  a s  
a  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  h i s  l a t e  m a j e f t y  a n d  h i s  m i n i f t e r s ;  a n d  t h e n c e  h e  t o o k  o c c a f i o n  
t o  l a u n c h  o u t  i n t o  m a n y  i n v e d i v e s ,  a n d  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t a x e d  o u r  f q u a -  
d r o n s  w i t h  b e i n g  u fe le fs i  a n d  i n f i g n i f i c a n t ,  f o r  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  h a v e  r i f f l e d  t h e  
g a l i o n s  a t  C a r t a g e n a ,  a n d  p l u n d e r e d  P o r t o b e l l o ; a n d  h a v e  h a d  t h o f e  r i c h e s  i t j  
o u r  h a n d s  t o  d i f p u t e  w i t h  t h e  S p a n i a r d s ,  & c .  S i r  W .  W y n d h a m  f e c o n d e d  h i m ,  
a n d  a d d e d  t h a t  b y  o u r  l a n g u i d  a n d  l i f e l e f s  w a y  o f  p r o c e e d i n g ,  w e  d i d  n o  m o r e  
t h a n  r e m o v e  t h e  n e g o c i a t i o n s  f r o m  P a r i s  a n d  M a d r i d  t o  C a m b r a y ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  
c o u l d  n o t  f e e  b y  t h i s  f l o w  m e t h o d ,  t h a t  w e  w e r e  a n y  t h i n g  n e a r  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  o u r

difficultys.

546 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT W ALPOLE.
/



d i f f i c u l t y s .  B u t  t h e f e  d e c l a m a t i o n s  v ^ e r e  r e c e i v e d  f o  i l l  b y  t h e  h o u f e ,  a n d  Period IV .
r a i f e d  f o  m u c h  i n d i g n a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  o p p o f i t e  p a r t y  h a d  n o t  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o
o f f e r  a t  a n y  d i v i f i o n ,  f o  t h a t  y o u r  l o r d f t i i p  m a y  b e  a f f u r e d  t h a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  17a*.
t h i s  p a r l i a m e n t  h a s  b e e n  m o f t  a u f p i c i o u s  f o r  t h e  k i n g  a n d  h i s  a f l ' a i r s ,  a n d  t h e r e
i s  no* q u e f t i o n  b u t  i t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  f o :  o n l y  y o u r  l o r d f h i p  w i l l  o b f e r v c ,  a n d
m y  l o r d  t h i n k s  y o u  m a y  w e l l  t a k e  n o t i c e  o f  i t  t o  t h e  c a r d i n a l ,  t h a t  i n l l e a d  o f
t h e  v i v a c i t y s  I 'o m e  t a k e  u s  t o  h a v e ,  b o w  t h e  k i n g ’ s m i n i f t e r s  a r e  a c c u f e d  o f
l a n g u i d n e f s  a n d  w a n t  o f  f p i r i t .  A n d  a s  f i r  W i l l i a m  W y n d h a m  is  a n  i n t i m a t e
f r i e r x l  o f  l o r d  B o l i n g b r o k c ’s ,  m y  l o r d  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e y  p a f s  w i t h  h i m  t o o  a s
n o t  h a v i n g  v i v a c i t y  e n o u g h .  I  h o p e  t h i s  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  l o r d f l i i p  a n d  a l l
o u r  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  I  a m  f u r e  n o  o n e  c a n  w i f l i  y o u r  l o r d f l i i p  . m o r e  f u c c e f s ,
t h e n ,  & c .

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF W A L D E G R A V E .

Divijion in the comniitcc the largcjl ever known.

M Y  LO R D , Lomii<n, Fcliruaiy t%, O . S, 1717— S,

■ ^ P O N  m y  r e t u r n  o n  S a t u r d a y  l a f t  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w h e r e  I  h a d  b e e n  f o r  W aldegrsv® 
a b o u t  t e n  d a y s ,  I  f o u n d  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  y o u r  l o r d l h i p ’s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  1 2  

i n f l a n t ,  N .  S .  a n d  i n d e e d  y o u  g u e f l e d  e x t r e a m l y  r i g h t ,  i n  i m a g i n i n g  t h a t  M r .  
P e n t e r h i d t e r ’ s d i l c o u r f c  a b o u t  d i f b a n d i n g  o f  J b r c e s  p o i n t e d  a t  u s ,  f o r  i n  t h e  
d e b a t e  o n  F r y d a y  a b o u t  k e e p i n g  t h e  f a m e  n u m b e r  o f  f o r c e s ,  M r .  P .  t h e ’ h e  
p r e t e n d e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  n o  o t h e r  i n t e n t i o n  b u t  t o  p u t t  o f f  t h e  q u e f t i o n  f o r  
f o m e  d a y s  i n  e x p e £ l a t i o n  o f  f o m e  n e w s  f r o m  S p a i n ,  c o u l d  n o t  f o r b e a r  r e a f o n -  
i n g  i n  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  t a l i y e d  e x a f l l y  w i t h  P e n t e r h i d t e r ’s  d i f c o u r f e .  Y o u  w i l l  
h a v e  l e a r n t  f r o m  o t h e r s  t h e  f u c c e f s  o f  t h e  d a y  w h e r e  t h e  d i v i l i o n  w a s  2 9 0  
a g a i n f t  8 6 ,  t h e  g r e a t e f t  m a j o r i t y  t h a t  e v e r  w a s  k n o w n  i n  a  c o m m i t t e e ;  a n d  
t h e r e  i s  a l l  t h e  r e a f o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e f t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c k  b u -  
f i n e f s  w i l l  b e  c a r r y e d  o n  b y  t h e  f a m e  f p i r i t  a n d  u n a n i m i t y .  I  a m ,  w i t h  t h e  
g r e a t e f t  r e f p e d ,  8cc.

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF W A L D E G R A V E ,

Thê  king approves his conduB.-^The cardinal cenfured.— Debate on the Hejfian 

forces,— Lady Sophia Bulktley's penjion to he continued.— -Vemur about the 

ir ifli recruits,
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Period I V . D E A R  L O R D , London, Febru»rjr 1 5 , 17 17 —-S. O . ! .

172710 1^ . I A m  h o n o u r e d  w i t h  y o u r  l o r d f h i p ’s  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  i 8 t h  i n f t a n t ,  N .  S .  a p d  I  
1728 v / h a t  y o u  w r i t e  i n  y o u r  d i f p a t c h e s  t o  t h e  d u k e  o f  N c w c a f t l e ,  o f

W ald eg ra v e  t h e  i 8 t h  a n d  2 1  f t ,  a n d  i t  i s  i m p o f f i b l e  f o r  m e  t o  e x p r e f s  h o w  m u c h  h i s  m a j e f t y  
Papers ,  m i n i f t e r s  a r e  f a t i s f i c d  w i t h  y o u r  l o r d f h i p ’ s  c o n d u Q ,  a t  w h i c h  I  a m  n o t

a t  a l l  f u r p r i z e d .  T h e  u n e a f i n e f s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  c o u r t  a b o u t  t h e  p r e t e n d e d  
d i f f i c u i t y s  a n d  d e l a y s  i n  a g r e e i n g  t o  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  h i s  m a j e f t y ,  
w e r e  v e r y  g r o u n d l e f s  a n d  u n r e a f o n a b l c , "  a n d  I  f i n d  f o m e  h a d  w o r k e d  u p  t h e  
c a r d i n a l  t o  g r e a t  w a r m t h  u p o n  i t ,  f o r  b e f i d c s  w h a t  h e  f a i d  t o  y o u r  l o r d f l i i p ,  
h e  w r o t e  a  m o r e  f e r i o u s  a n d  f t r a n g e r  l e t t e r  t o  m e  t h a n  e v e r  I  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  
h i m ,  f u l l  a t  t h e  l a m e  t i m e  o f  g r e a t  c o m p l i m e n t s  p e r f o n a l l y  t o  m e  o f  w h i c h  I  
h a v e  t a k e n  p r o p e r  n o t i c c  i n  m y  a n f w e r ,  w h i c h  I  l e a v e  o p e n  f o r  y o u r  l o r d f h i p ’s  
p e r u f a l l ;  b u t  y o u  w i l l  n o t  i n  d e l i v e r i n g  i t  o r  f e n d i n g  i t  t o  h i m  t a k e  t h e  l e a f l  
n o t i c e  o f  i t .  Y o u  h a v e  l i k e w i f e  i n c l o f e d  a t  t h e  f a m e  t i m e  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  i n  
a n f w e r  t o  o n e  w h i c h  h i s  e m i n e n c e  w r o t e  t o  m e  u p o n  a  p r i v a t e  a f f a i r .  W e  h a d  
y e f t e r d a y  i n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  f u p p l y  a  d e b a t e  a b o u t  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  H e l f i a n s  
a n o t h e r  y e a r  i n  h i s  m a j e f t y ’s p a y ,  w h i c h  c a l l e d  m e  u p ,  a n d  a l t h o ’ t h e  d e b a t e  
d i d  n o t  l a f t  l o n g ,  y e t t  t h e  o p p o f u e  p a r t y  w o u l d  c o m e  t o  a  d i v i f i o n ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  
2 8 0  a g a i n f t  8 6 ,  a n d  I  r e c k o n  t h a t  o u r  d i f p u t e  a b o u t  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  i s  a s  g o o d  
a s  o v e r ,  a n d  b y  w h a t  t h e  k i n g  f a y d  t o  m e  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  I  b e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  
l o n g  b e f o r e  I  f h a l l  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  t o  f e e  y o u  a t  P a r i s .  I  a m ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e f t  
a f f e & i o n  a n d  r e f p e f t .

P .  S .  M y  c o m p l i m e n t s  t o  m a r f t i a l  B e r w i c k ,  t h e  d u t c h e f s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e i r  f a ­
m i l y ,  a n d  l e t  t h e m  k n o w  t h a t  h i s  m a j e f t y  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  u f u a l  a l l o w ­
a n c e  o f  b o u n t y  t o  l a d y  S o p h i a  B u l k e l e y ; b u t  t h e  a f f a i r  a b o u t  a l l o w i n g  d i e  I r i f h  
r e g i m e n t s  t o  b e  r e c r u i t e d  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  p r o p o f e d  h a s  m e t t  w i t h  f o m e  d i f F i c u l -  
t y s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  a n  a f t  o f  p a r l i a m e n t ,  b u t  I  a m  i n  f o m e  h o p e s  o f  o v e r ­
c o m i n g  t h e m .

DE  L A  F A Y E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF W A L D E G R A V E .

Debate on the national debt.

Waldegrave ( W h i t e h a l l ,  F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1 7 2 7 - 8 . }  Y E S T E R D A Y  a s  f i r  R o b e r t  W a l -  
Papers. p ^ i g  g i v i n g  a n  a c c o u n t  t o  t h e  h o u f e  o f  c o m m o n s  o f  t h e  H a t e  o f  t h e  f i n k i n g  

f u n d .  Vie a c q u a i n t e i ^  t h e m  t h a t  f i n c e  t h e  y e a r  1 7 1 6 ,  i t  h a d  p a i d  o f f  o f  t h e  n a ­
t i o n ’s d e b t s  a  c e r t a i n  f u m m  ( I  t h i n k  f i x  m i l l i o n s  a n d  f e v e n  o r  e i g h t  h u n d r e d

thoufand
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t h o u f a n d  p o u n d s )  b u t  t h a t  b y  t h e  c o n t r a f l i n g  o f  n e w  d e b t s  t h e  d e b t  o f  t h e  Period iv. 
n a t i o n  h a d  u p o n  t h e  b a l a n c e  b e e n  l e f l e n e d  ( a s  I  r e m e m b e r )  a b o u t  t w o  m i l l i o n s  ‘ 7^7 to 1 7 ^ .  
a n d  h a l f  o n l y .  M r .  P u l t e n e y  a n f w e r e d  h i m ,  a n d  a v e r r e d  t h a t  t h e  d e b t  o f  t h e  1728.

n a t i o n  i n f i e a d  o f  b e i n g  a t  a l l  l e f f c n e d  w a s  g r e a t l y  i n c r c a l c d  f i n c c  i j t 6, a n d  
t h a t  t h » ’ h e  w a s  n o t  n o w  p r e p a r e d  t o  p r o v e  i t ,  he* w o u l d  u n d e r t a k e  t o  d o  f o  
i n  t w o  o r  t h r e e  d a y s ,  a n d  p u t  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  u p o n  i t .  S i r  R o b e r t  *put h i s  r e ­
p u t a t i o n  u p o n  m a k i n g  o u t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  w h a t  h e  h a d  a d v a n c e d .  I n  t h e  d e b a t e  
m e n t i o n  h a v i n g  b e e n  m a d e  o f  d i e  b o o k  p u b l i f l i t  a b o u t  a t w e l v e  m o n t h  a g o ,  a s  
w a s  i j i o u g h t  b y  M r .  P u l t e n e y ’s d i r e O i o n ,  c a l l e d  a S t a t e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
D e b t ,  f i r  N a t h a n i e l  G o l d  f a i d  h e  h a d  c a r e f u l l y  e x a m i n e d  t h a t  b o o k ,  a n d  w o u l d  
u n d e r t a k e  t o  p r o v e  i t  v e r y  f a l l a c i o u s .  S o  i t  is e x p c £ l e d  t h e r e  w i l l  o n  t h e  n e x t  
p r o p e r  o c c a f i o n  b e  a  f o r m a l  d e b a t e  u p o n  t h i s  f u b j e f t ;  b u t  f o m e  f a y  t h e y  r e ­
m e m b e r  t h a t  I 'o m e  f u c h  c h a l l e n g e  w a s  f o r m e r l y  g i v e n  b y  t h e  f a m e  g e n t l e m a n ,  
b u t  n o t  f u p p o r t e d .  I  a m ,  & c .

G E O R G E  T I L S O N  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF W A L D E G R A V E .

Debate on the Jiate o f  the national debt.

( W h i t e h a l l ,  M a r c h  7 ,  1 7 2 7 - 8 . )  I  W a s  g l a d  t h a t  w h a t  m y  l o r d  d i r e f l e d  m e  Waldcgrav<( 
t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  w a s  f o  u f c f u l l  t o  y o u r  l o r d f l i i p .  T h e r e  w a s  l a f t  
M o n d a y  a  g r e a t  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  h o u f e  o f  c o m m o n s ,  c a r r y e d  w i t h  t h e  u f u a l  m a ­
j o r i t y  o f  a b o v e  2 5 0  t o - g o  a n d  o d d ;  b u t  i t  w a s  a  d o m e f l i c k  p o i n t ,  w h e r e i n  
o u r  n e i g h b o u r s  t a k e  n o  v e r y  g r e a t  p a r t .  I t  w a s  t h e  d i f p u l e  M r .  P u l t e n e y  
r a i f e d  a b o u t  t h e  v a f t  i n c r e a f e  o f  o u r  d e b t ,  m o t e  t h a n  w a s  p a i d  o f f  b y  t h e  f i n k ­
i n g  f u n d .  I t  a p p e a r e d  c l e a r  t o  t h e  h o u f e ,  t h a t  a b o v e  f i x  m i l l i o n s  h a d  b e e n  p a i d  
o f f  b y  t h a t  f u n d  f i n c e  1 7 1 6 .  T o  d a y  is  a p p o i n t e d  t o  d e b a t e  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  o f  
t h e  q u e f t i o n ,  h o w  m a n y  n e w  d e b t s  a r e  i n c u r r e d  f i n c e  t h a t  y e a r ;  a n d  i t  i s  g e ­
n e r a l l y  f a i d ,  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  m a d e  p l a i n ,  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  d e b t s  p r o p e r l y  f a i d  t o  b e  
c o n t r a f t e d  f o r  f e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  t h a t  t i m e ,  a t  l e a l l  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  w i l l  h a v e  
b e e n  p a i d  o f f .  F o r  t h e  p u r c h a f i n g  t h e  l o n g  a n n u i t y s ,  t h e  a r m y  d e b e n t u r e s ,  
a n d  f u c h  d e f i c i e n c y s  a s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  f o r ,  a r e  ( I r i d l y  f p e a k i n g ,  d e b t s  
c o n t r a f l e d  b e f o r e  1 7 1 6 .  1 ( h a l l  b e  v e r y  g l a d  t o  :!te t h i s  c l e a r l y  d e t e r m i n e d ,
f o r  ’t w i l l  H o p  t h e  c l a m o u r s  o f  t h o f e  w h o  h a v e  a l l  a l o n g  b e e n  a f f e r t i r i g  t h a t  w e  
r u n  i n  d e b t  c o n t i n u a l l y ;  a n d  t h a t  o u r  f i n k i n g * f u n d  d o c s  n o t  f u f f i c e  t o  p a y  
e x c e e d i n g s  a n n u a l l y  c o n t r a f t e d ;  w i t h  o t h e r  f u c h  g e n e r a l  a c p f a t i b n s ,  t h a t ,  l i k e  
t h r o w i n g  o f  d i r t  a t  r a n d o m ,  R i c k  w i t h  m a n y .
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P erio d lV . jDE L A  F A Y E  T O  T H E  E A R L  O F  W A L D E G R A V E ,
I7 » 7 to f7 3 0 .

""v— -V jVtfWi o f the Jignature o f the convention with Spain arrives in the midjl o f  a

debate,

W ald eg rav c  ( W h i t e h a l l ,  M a r c h  i i ,  1 7 2 7 - 8 . )  I  R e c e i v e d  t h i s  m o r n i n g  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  
Papers ,  l o r d f t i i p ’s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  6 — 1 7 t h  u i f t a n t ,  w h i c h  I  p u t  i n t o  m y  l o r d  d u k e

o f  N e w c a f t l e ’s h a n d s ,  w h o  c h a r g e d  m e  w i t h  h i s  b e f t  a n d  m o f t  h e a r t y  c o m p l i ­
m e n t s  t o  y o u .  Y o u r  l o r d f l i i p  w a s  v e r y  g o o d  i n  d e t a i n i n g  B y n c h a m  f r o m  u s  a s  
l i t t l e  a s  p o f f i b l e .  T h e  p o o r  m a n  t o  d o  h i m  j u f t i c e ,  p e r f o r m e d  h i s  j o u r n e y  e x ­
c e e d i n g l y  w e l l ,  f o r  o n  a  c o m p u t a t i o n  ( a l l o w i n g  h i m  t w o  d a y s  a n d  h a l f  f o r  h i s  
j o u r n e y  t o  V e r f a i l l e s ,  h i s  w a y t i n g  a t  C a l a i s ,  a n d  h i s  p a f f a g e  b y  f e a j  h e  w a s  b u t  
e i g h t  d a y s  a n d  h a l f  c o m i n g  f r o m  M a d r i d  h i t h e r .  T h e  n e w s  h e  b r o u g h t ,  y o u r  
l o r d d i i p  m a y  b e l i e v e ,  w a s  n o t  l e f s  a c c e p t a b l e  h e r e  t h a n  a t  V e v f a i l l c s ; i t  p r o v e d ,  
I  d a r e  f a y ,  a  m o r e  e f f i c a c i o u s  c o r d i a l  t o  l o r d  T o w n f l i e n d  t h a n  a l l  t h a t  G r i m e s ’s  
I h o p  h a d  a f f o r d e d  h i m ,  a n d  i t  c a m e  v e r y  f e a f o n a b l y  t o  f i r  R o b e r t  W a l p o l e  i n  
t h e  m id f l :  o f  a  d c J i a t e ,  a f t d ,  a s  I  h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  b y  f o m e  t h a t  w e r e  p r e f e n t ,  
m a d e  h i m  g o  o n  w i t h  f r e f h  f p i r i t  a n d  v i g o u r .  Y o u r  l o r d f h i p  w i l l  f e e  b y  t h e  
l e t t e r s  t h a t  g o  b y  t h i s  m e f f e n g e r ,  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e a c h  y o u  a t  P a r i s , . t h a t  
m o n f i e u r  P e n t e r r i d t e r  t h r e a t e n s  u s  w i t h  f r e f h  d i f f i c i i l t y s  a t  t h e  c o n g r e f s :  t h e r e  
m a y  b e  a  l i t t l e  g a f c o n a d e  i n  h i s  d i l c o u r f e ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t  f u r n i f h e s  a n  a r g u m e n t ,  
a s  y o u r  j o u r n e ; j /  d o c s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  p r e v a i l  w i t h  t h e  c a r ­
d i n a l  t o  o p e n  h i s  b u d g e t ,  a n d  l e t  u s  k n o w  w h a t  h e  t h i n k s  is  f a r t h e r  t o  b e  d o n e ,  
a n d  liow t h e  a l l y s  a r e  t o  p r o c e e d ,  w h i c h  I  h o p e  w i l l  b e  i n  p e r f e t l  c o n c e r t  t o ­
g e t h e r ,  o t h e r w i f e  divide et irnpera w i l l  b e  t h e  p l a y  o f  o u r  a n t a g o n i i l s .  I  
h e a r t i l y  w i l h  y o u r  l o r d f l i i p  a  g o o d  j o u r n e y  a n d  g o o d  f u c c e f s  a t  V i e n n a ,  w h e r e  
I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  m i n i f t e r s  m o r e  t r a d a b l e  t h a n  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
t o  S t .  S a p h o r i n j  w h o  w i l l  p r o v e  a g o o d  f o i l  t o  o n e  t h a t  h a s  n o n e  o f  t h o f e  f a i l ­
i n g s  b y  w h i c h  b e  h a d  m a d e  h i m f c l f  m o f t  o d i o u s  t o  t h a t  c o u r t ,  and had i n  a 

j a a m i e r  d e f t r o y ’d  t h e  u f e  o f  t h o f e  a b i l i t y s ,  a n d  t h a t  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  
w h i c h  h e  m u f t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  p o tT c f s .  1 f h a l l  b e  g l a d  t o  h e a r  o f  your fa fe  
a r r i v a l  t h e r e ,  a n d  b e g  t h a t  I  m a y  f t i l l ,  t h o ’ n o t  i n  y o u r  p r o v i n c e ,  p r e f e r v e  
f o m c  f l i a r e  i n  y o u r  f a v o u r ,  w h i c h  I  f l i a l l  a l w a y s  f t u d y  t o  delexve by being w i t h  
t h e  greateft fiacerity and rê ĵ eO:.
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S P E A K E R  O N S L O W ’ S R E M A R K S  O N  V A R I O U S  P A R T S  O F  Periodic. 

S IR  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E ’ S C O N D U C T , A N D  A N E C D O T E S  

O F  T H E  P R I N C I P A L  L E A D E R S  O F  T H E  O P P O S I T I O N .

Althoui^ fome o f thefe remarks and anecdotcs relate to the reign o f George 

the firft, and others to the later periods of W alpole’ s adminiftratfon, yet it 

was thought proper not to feparatc them; but to print them as they were 

written, in a continued narrative.

C H A P T E R  T H E  F I R S T .

On the oppojition o f f ir  Robert Walpole to the peerage hill.

" Y ^ E  have often heard o f men who have left one party to joyn  another. Onflow 

without any change o f principle or inclination avcwedly, and only to 

force the crown, by diftrefling the adminiftration in parliament to bring them- 

fclves back to, or to obtain thofe feats o f  power they had loft or quitted, or 

fought after, and without defigning to continue any longef with their new 

friends than fhould be fufficient for that purpole. A  praftice that has tended 

more to corrupt and debafe the minds o f men that ufe it, and to diflrcfs and 

confound the affairs o f the'public than any other public evil this age has pro­

duced, And however ftrange and ofFenfive fuch tcrgiverfations muft appear 

to men o f ftrift minds, apd o f little acquaintance with the world (for to fuch 

only they can appear ftrange) yet there is nothing more certain than that by 

fomc fatal darknefs o f underftanding, or miberility o f heart, many perfons 

olherwife o f  great probity and honour, have fuffcrcd tlicm/’clves to be made 
inftruments and lupports o f thefe fa6lions, and have been brought to believe 

(what is in truth the common band o f  all party unions, and only juftinable 

where the conftitution is really in danger, from the fetded plan o f an admi­

niftration for that purpofe) that they might very honeftly att againft their con- 

fcience in particulars, in order in general to pull down one man they did not 

like, and to fet up another they did, nay to make it a point ol honor and fide­

lity to their friends fo to do.

Upon this foundation partly (I mean o f diftrcHing the adminiftration) I 
have reafon to think that M r, W alpole (afterwards fir Robert) exerted himfelf 

fo eminently and effeftually againft the bill to reftrain the making o f peers,

1  have told you before the nature o f this bill, and that it wds much approved 

o f  by very many o f  the whiggs. W hat occaflonqd ihcra to like it fo well,

was
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Period IV. was die recent m'emory o f the extraordinary creation o f  twelve peers at once, 

o f a fuddcn, under the adminiflration o f M r. Harley, earl o f Oxrorcf, and 

lord treafurer, done as it was fuppofed, to fave him from fome difagreeable at- 

attack he expefted in the^houfe o f lords. It was, I remember, univcrfally 

difapprovad of, and by the whiggs fo much dcteftcd that it was one o f  the 

principal fubjefts o f their clamour againft him, and afterwards one o f the ar­

ticles o f his impcachmcnt. W hen this bill, therefore, which had the plaufi- , 

blenefs o f preventing fuch an abufc for the future was fiifl brought in, the 

oppofing o f  it looked fo like a contradiftion in the whiggs to what they had 

faid and done on the former occafion, that it was thought by the malecontents 

to be too llrong a point, and would be o f  too much reproach for them to fet 

themfelves againfl: (the lords among them perhaps fomewhat bialVd by the ad­

vantage the bill brought to their body) and at a meeting o f the mod confider- 

able o f them, it was the opinion o f all except M r. W alpole to give into it.

But he din'ented fo vehemently and paffionately to the fo doing, that after ■ 

much altercation*and heat they yielded to his oppofing it in the houfe o f com­

mons, or rather becaufe they found that he reiblved to do it, whatever they had 

faid or fhould do upon it. H e told them it was the moft maintainable point 

they could make a (land upon in the houfe o f commons againft the miniftry. 

H e was furc he could put it in fdch a light as to fire with indignation at it 

every independent commoner in England; and that he faw a fpirit rifing 

againft it among iojne of the -warmcft. of the whigs that were country gentle­
men, and not in other things avcrfe to the adminiflration. That the firft dif- 

covery o f  this to him was from what he overheard one Mr. * * * * member 

for * * * * * fay upon it; a plain country gentleman offflbout eight hundred 

pounds a year, o f a rank equal only to that, and with no expectations or 

views to him lelf beyond what his condition at that time gave him. But this 

perfon talking with another member about this bill, he faid with heat and fome 

oaths (which was what M r. W alpole overheard and catched at)-—"  W hat 

fhall I confcnt to the fhutting the door upon my family ever coming into the 

houfe o f lord s!”  This, Mr. W alpole told the company, ftruck him with con- 

viftion, that the fame fentimcnt might eafily be made to run through the 

whole body o f country gentlemen, be their eftates then what they would. 

And fo it proved,, to a very thorough defeat of the minifters in this inllance-  ̂

His performance in this debate, I have heard, for 1 was not then come into 

parliament, was very great, and had as much o f natural elo(^uence and o f ge­

nius;
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hiu? in it as had been heard by any o f  the audience within thofe walU. His Penod IV. 

topics were popular, and made for thofe he hoped to bring over, from 

ftory I have juft now told you. H e talked o f  the honours o f peerage as the Speaker 

conftiuitional reward o f great qualities and a6lions only, in the fervice o f  the 

commonwealth, and to be kept open for that purpofe. That the ufudl path to the 

temple o f honour, had been thro' the temple o f virtue; but by this bill it via% now 

to be only thro' the fepulchre o f a dead ancejlor, without merit or fiimc. In this 

ftraii^he bore down every thing before him, even againll very able perform­

ances by many very confiderable perfons who fpoke on the other fide o f the 

queftiun.

O N  O P P O S I T I O N .  C H A P T E R  I I .

Walpole's conduB in the profecution o f bifhop Atterbury.— Motives fo r  laying a . 

tax on papijis and non-jurors,— Impropriety o f multiplying oaths.— Walpole's 

nrt in confounding the tories -with the jacobites.— Anecdota and charaBers o f 

Daniel and William Pulteney— S ir  William Wyndham-—S ir  John Barnard-^

S ir  Jofeph Jekyll— Lords Carteret— Cheflerfield— Bolingbroke.— Qoncl^fion, 

'— Obfervations on f i r  Robert Walpole.

Remarkable event happened at this time, 1722, which contributed very 

much to the fixing' M i. W alpole’s intereft and power then with the king, 

and manifefting frefh proofs of his abilities and ufcfulnefs as a minifter. It 

was the management o f  a difcovery made by the icgent o f France to the go­

vernment here o f  a plot in favour o f  the pretender, formed and carried on 

principally by Atterbury, bifhop o f  Rochefter, a man o f  great parts, and o f  a 

moft reftlefs and turbulent fpirit, daring and enterprizing, tho' then very in­

firm, and capable o f  any artifice; but proud and paffionate, and not o f judg­

ment enough for the undertakings he engaged in. His views were not only to 

be the firft churchman, but the firft man alfo in the ftate, not lefs than W olfey, 

whom he admired and thoughl to imitate; and found he could only fucceed 

in this, by the merit o f  his overturning the prefent government, and advancing 

^ at ol’ the pretender in its ftead. He had been long projetting this revolu- 

tionj but went now upon the foundation o f the difcontents in jhe kingdom, 

arifing from the South vSea tranfaBions in the year 20, wl?ich were ftill frefh 

in the minds and hearts o f  the people, efpccialiy the fuffcrers, many 01 »vhom 

imputed their lofles to the government, as dcfigning by a fraud to deprive
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FW w if?. them o f their property, and propagated this rtotiow, with too much fu<jcftfs,
»5P7Wi:73o. . 1 • 1

...  . ' . am o n g th e  p e o p le  in f^eneral.

W hen this intimation Wris given from the regent (̂ who, it was faid, did it on 

condition that no one fhouUtfiie for it) the difficulty o f getting to the t<ottom 

and fixing t^e evidence o f it ftill remained; but when that was effected, in a 

great meafure by M r. Walpole’ s dexterity, who had the chief part in unravel­

ling this dark myftery, the profecution was as difficult to itlanage as the other, 

from the want, in moft o f the cafes, of legal proofs to convift the criminals at 

law, and from the neceffity not to let them go without fome degree o f  punifh- 

ment that might be a fecurity to the government againft the like attempts for 

the future, and worthy o f the notice the government had taken o f  this. This 

he alfo undertook and carried through in parliament with great fkill and 

clearnefs, and made it ferve another purpofe too he always aimed at, the fetting 

the whiggs againft the tories as Jacobites, which all o f  them gave too much 

handle for on this and m;»ny other occafions, and making therefore combina­

tions between them and any body o f whiggs to be im prafticable: and it had 

that effeCl for fome time. l a  the proceedings in the houfe o f  lords againft 

the bifhop, he appeared as a witiiefs for the government to fome things which 

had been folemnly denied by the other: the bifhop ufed all the art his guilt 

would admit of, to perplex and make M r. W alpole contradict hitnfelf, but he 

was too hard for the bifhop upon every turn, altho' a greater trial o f  Ikill this 

way, fcarcc ever happened between two fuch combatants. The one fighting for 

bis reputationv the other for his acquittal*. The expectation o f people in it, as 

they were differently inclined to the parties, and the caufe and the folemnity o f  

it ffom the place and the audience it was in, made it look like a lifted field for 

» combat o f  anodier fort, and the jo y  o f  viftory as great as there. T o  fay 

rile truth, the biftiop funk under the weight o f  his guilt, and indeed the whole 

o f  hifr defence, as made by himfelf, was not adequate to his real abil||tics.

H e  grounded alfo upon this, what was more politick as I thought, than 

juft, the fuinnitting the eftates o f the papiits in England tP a tax o f  100,000/. 

under the name o f  a- compofition for their recufancy, akho’ it did n ^  appear, 

that any, or at leaft but very few o f  them werie engaged in this defign- But he 

did it to terrify ’em, from g iv b g  any coum«Bance to fuch undertakings, and 

to make them to Cop, which they were moft likely to be able to do, all fucb 

from proceeding, by fhowing themi that let what would happen, they as a body 

o f  men & ould  pay for it ;  4iutaitko’ die levy  fell veipy Ihort o f  Uue fum im«

pofed.
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■psfed, yet it iias with the Cnee mildnefs o f the goveroment towards l^ m , irery Period MT.

probably been the means o f keeping thefe people quiet from this time. He 
anfwered the objcQion o f  injuftice in it, not by cbntending that they wcte in Speaker 

this particular coul'piracy, l»ut this 100,000). was but a pan o f what they ifa«d 

already ioifeited, which was a third part o f their eftates, from the lim e o f their 

recufancy, and therefoi"e due to the government, tho’ not taken; and as the 

goverHment now took but diis fmall proportion, it would rather be a favour 10 

then* to let this c6mpound for the whole; and a provi(ion was inferted in the 

aft for that purpofe. But all tliis appeared farce to me and fomc others, and 

iivhich I fliall fhow you in what I ftiall fay elfewherc upon this fubjefl..

Another thing which arofe from this latt, did rK>t do the government fo 

much fcrvice as this: it happened by accidcnt; but he took it up and purfucd 

it with his ufual party fpirit, and it was this; fomebody in the debate o f  the 

other matter, faid it ou^ht to go to proteftant non-jurors as well as to papi&i^ 

and the rather becaufe they were both already liabjje to a double o f the com*, 

mon land tax. This appeared fo plaufible, that it was generally given intOj 

but then to do it with any juftice, every body was to have an opportunity o f  

fwearing to the goverrMnent; and, to do it with effe<ft, every body was to be 

obliged to fwear; that thus the real non-jurors might be known, and regifter 

their cftates, for this or any future impofition o f the like fort, or to keep them 

in dread o f  it.

1 have mentioned this laft to you, ot fo much for the fake o f the thing it- 

fc lf  as for the extraordinary effeft and operation it produced. People in ge­

neral were fo terrified with the apprchcnfions o f  not only forfeiting their cftates 

in poifeflion if they did not take the oaths, but aHo what they had in rever- 

fions, limitations ever fo remote, or the leaft relation to or expeBation o f any, 

nay with regard to their money or effefts o f any fort, that the whole nation 

almoft, ,men, women, and children capable o f taking an oath flocked to tlie 

places where {he quarter feflions were holden, that they might by fwearing to 

the government f»ee themfelves and their families from the danger, as tbejr 

thought, o f lofing their fortunes to it. I faw a great deal of it, and it was a 

ftrange as well as ridiculous fight to fee people crouding to give a teftimony 

o f  their allegiance to a government, and curfing it at the fame time for giving 

them the trouble o f fo doing, and for tl ê fright diey werrf put into by -it; and 

I  am fatrsfied more real difaflFc^tion to :he king and his family arofe from it 

than from any thing which happened in that time. It niade the government to

4 B 2 appear
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Period IV. appear tyrannical and fufpicious, than which nothing can be more hurtful ;o  a 

or leffen his fafety.

Upon this occadon, which indeed was one o f  my reafons for relating this 

fafl; to you, I cannot help obferving o f what little ufe to a governmeHt the 

impoCtion d f oaths to it has ever been. It ’s very true that nothing in the 

conflitution is more ancient. It was the praftife among our Saxon anceftors, 

continued after the acceffion o f the Norman race, and enforced often by par­

ticular oaths under feveral o f the following kings, but never prevente4. any 

revolution that either reafons o f government or ambition could bring about. 

T o  come nearer to our own times, oaths were made to Charles the firft, but. did 

not fave him. Oaths were taken to the parliament and common-wcalth, but 

the fame people forgot them or broke them under Cromwell, and all at the 

reftoration I'wore allegiance to Charles the fecond. T hey fwore the fame to 

king James, and the fuccefs o f the revolution made the fame perfons almoft 

take the fame oaths to lyng WiUiam and queen M ary, and to queen Anne: 

many in the rebelfion o f  17 15 , had fworn to king George the firft, and more 

who wiflied it fuccefs. After all this, who can think thefe bindings o f any fe- 

curity? It may torture the minds o f  people, b u t.n ever influences their 

aflings.

A  government is never fecure o f  the hearts o f  the people but from the ju f-  

tice o f  it, and the juftice o f  it is generally a real fecurity. A  good govern­

ment, therefore, does not want thefe oaths to defend it, and a bad one the ca- 

fuifts fay, frees fubjeds from the obli^tion o f them, and is a doElrine the 

people in all times have given into. Some particular men maypoffibly be in­

fluenc’d by them, but I fpeak o f  the genefaJity o f  the people; and, with re­

gard to them, it has ever been found at leaft ufelefs. But this praftife is, in 

many refpefts, generally very dangerous. Princes are apt to truft too much 

to it in evil government, and are too much encouraged to that by it. Charles 

the firft was deceived by it, and it deluded his fon James into the extravagant 

attempt he made upon the religion and liberties o f his fubjeQs. Befidcs the 

minds o f  men are often corrupted by this to a flight o f  the obligation o f  an 

oath in general, either by taking thefe oaths unwillingly, many times againft 

their confciences, and only by compulfion. Others fwear what they do not 

comprehend, as was^he cafe o f  nine in ten o f thofe who took the oaths on th  ̂

occafion I have been fpeaking of, and then the evil is, as was obferved by a 
great man at that time, that when men habituate them^Ivts to fwear whajt they

do
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do net underftand, they will eafily be brought to forfwear themfclves in "what Period IV. 

they do undcfftand. The like danger is from the frequency o f oaths that |7»7toi73«x 

is here required, which allways takes off from the awe o f ’em, and confequently Speaker 

their force. Indeed no oath fhould be impofed where it is poihble that the ' 

inlereft o f the perfbn taking it fhould induce him either to break if or fwear 

falfely; and, in my opinion, no oaths at all fhould be appointed but in judicial 

matters; which as they are neceffary in thof'e cafcs, fliould be kept for them 

only, tJbat they may thereby be.the more folemn, and confequenily the more 

forcible there, where only they are really wanted, or can be o f any true ufe 

in fociety. T o  conclude this digreffion, I have often wonder’d that men do 

not fee the unreafonablenefs and danger o f making people fwear where there 

may be an intereft to tempt them to forfwear or afterwards break their oaths, 

from that uniform praftice o f courts o f  juftice not to fuffcr any one to be put 

upon his oath in judgment, when he is either to get or lofe any thing by the 

event o f that caufe in which he is brought to be a witpefs.

But to return: notwithftanding the imprudence and folly’ o f  thus fwearing 

the whole nation in the manner I have defcribed, yet was the fame thing con­

tinued by a fubfequent aft. o f parliament deliberately made againft the advice 

and admonition, and> to the great fcandal o f many wife men, who wiflied the 

beft to the government, and faw the prejudice it would do to the king and his 

family. But as parties are generally faftions, and the chief bufinefs o f faftions 

is to annoy one another, thofe men have always moft merit with their party who 

contribute moft to this humour; and to that, as this was defigned to aflcft the 

tories, muft this filly zeal o f  the whiggs then in parliament be imputed: and it 

is moft certain, that on too many occafions it has been thought, he was the ho- 

neft whigg-friend to the government, who did moft to make the tories enemies 

to it, which many o f them from refentment to the whiggs, and beitjg deprived o f 

power, did but too much incline, and give into.

But however diftafteful this was to feveral ferious men among the whiggs,

M r. Walpole enjoyed and encouraged it all, as purfuing his plan of having 

every body to be deemed a jacobite who was not a profeft and known whigg.

W hen he had thus, by the unravelling o f  this plot, and punifhing the principal 

offenders, eftabliflied his own credit with the party in generalj and as he 

hoped with his matter too, he believed himfelf to have fair profpeft, o f 

eftablifliing his own power, which, as he buih upon a whigg-party bottom only, 

he laboured all he could to unite thofe to him who had been peculiarly de­

pendant
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JPotwI W . pendant on tny lord Sandeiiand, Some fee fucceeded with, b«t not vi*M all, 

o f  them leveral remained in their cmptoyrnentfi, whom ĥe could not re­

move, or did not dare to attempt, becaufe o f the intereft they had with the king, 

thro’ the means o f  the Gei^nans; and this body o f  people, fmall, biit*t)f con- 

fiderable rank, remained his enemies to the .time o f  the king’ s death, waiting 

and watching for every opportunity to ruin him, which, however, it is moft 

undoubted they could not have done, •without ruining at the fame time, the 

wMgg caufe and party. But they thought otherwife; and now began* fome- 

tibiog o f the whigg oppofuion to his power, which grew afterwards to be fo 

troublefome and formidable to him. It was at firft made up chicfly c f  fuch 

o f  my lord Sunderland’s creatures as he could not attach to him; but it had 

very foon the addition o f fome others from various motives and views.

Since that oppofition to him makes fo j r̂eat part o f his hiflory, and from 

wlience fo much o f  his cliarafler arifes, it will not-be improper for the better 

illuftration o f that, to give you fome defcription o f the perfons who under­

took, or had the principal management o f  it.

H e who firft endeavoured to form this oppofition into a fyftem, or regular 

method of proceeding, with a view only to ruin Mr. W alpole, and for that 

purpofe, to unite people o f  ^very charafter and principle, and in which he 

took the moft indefatigable pains, was Nfr. Daniel * Poulteney, in all other re- 

fpeOis a\moft, a very worthy man, very knowing and laborious in bulinefs, 

efpCcially in foreign affairs, of ftrong, but not lively parts, a clear and weighty 

fpcaker, grace in his deportment, and o f  great virtue and decorum in his pri­

vate life, generous and friendly. But, with all this, o f  moft implacable hatred 

where he did hate, violent, keen, and moft bitter in his refentments, gave up 

all pleafures and comforts, and every other confideration to his anger, and fell 

at laft a martyr to it in his quarrel with M r. W alpole. For his not fucceeding 

in it prey'd upon his fpirits, which, and with his living much with the lord

•  Daniel Pulteney was envoy at Copenhagen during the reign o f queen Anne, a coramiiHorier 

e f  trade in 1717,  and a lord of the admiralty in 1721.  He came firft into parliament in 1721,  

Ofl the death o f  fecretary Craggs. He married Margaret Deering, daughter o f Benjamin 

Tichbourne,'brother to Henry vifcount Tichbourne. Daniel died in 1731.  leaving three 

daughter*, tw9 o f  whon\ died unmarried, the third by failure o f tlvc nuile iffae in W illiam  

and Harry Palteney,^ecame heirefs at law to tkeir large fortunes. She married Mr. jctbn- 

ftoflC. foa o f fir James.Johnilone, bart. now fir William P ult^ey, and by him left an only 
daughter H enrletu Laura, the pre&nt b dy Bath. See the gene^gical table in the note to the 
49th chapter.

Boling-
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Bolingbrokc (as an enemy to M r. W alpole) threw him into an irregularity o f  PcrodlV. 

drinking that occafioned his death, to the great lofs and regret o f thofe who 

were now joined with him, to whom he was a fort of magazine for all the ma- Speaker 

terials pcxeffary to the work he principally had en^ged them in.

Tiiis animofjty to M r. W alpole, arofe from his intimacy with my/lord Sun­

derland, to whom he was brother-in-law, by having married the filter of my lord 

Sunderland’s lail wife. He was in the depth o f all that lord’s poli tical fee rets, 

as far at leaft as he truftedany body, and was defigned by him to be fecrctary 

o f ftate in the fcheme he formed of a new admuiiftration, if  he had lived long 

enough to have once more overfet Mr. W alpole and my lord Townfhend.

But my lord Sunderland’s death putting an end to the other’s hopes, To fower*<i 

his mind, that from the moment o f his difappointmeiit, I verily believe, he 

fcarcely thought o f  any thmg elfe, but to revenge it in an oppolitjon to hint 

who had been the chief opponent o f his friend and patron. This was at firft 

carried on in whifpcrs and infinuations, and raifing j^rivate prejudices againft 

M r, W alpole. For he ftill continued one o f the commiffioners o f  the admiralty, 

and fb ftill voted with the adminittration; but refigning that office, which he 

had great jo y  in being difjntangled from, that he might, as he loon did, a ft  

openly and without referve againft the minillry in every thing; and was the 

perfon chiefly who fettled his kinfman M r. Poultcney (afterwards earl o f Bathjf 

ifl this oppofition, tho’ tliey littip agreed, or indeed convcrfed with one another 

before, nay rather perfonally difliked one another, even 10 the laft, and they 

were in truth, o f  very different charatlers.
W hatever iufpicions M r. Daniel Poulteney might lie under o f  entering into 

fome dark and dangerous defigns* againft the government itfelf, it is moft cer­

tain the other had never any thoughts that led to jacobitifm ; and if there was 

any thmg relating to, the publick, that he was conftant to, it was his fears o f the 

pretender, his abhorrence to that caufe, and his attachment of the king and his 

family. And u was from this, and not a little too, becaufe o f  his great fortune, 

tvhicb might be at flake, that he had often fome checks o f confcience, and very 

melancholy apprehcnfions, leaft his violence againft the adminiftration o f fir 

Robert W alpole, and joining for that purpofe with thofe fuppofcd to be the 

enemies to the government, might not weaken the foundations o f it, and give

•  T he inrinuation hinted at by fpeaker Onflow, that Daniel Pulteney was engaged in deiigos 

Contraiy to Uw fxote&aat fuccefllon, ieems to have been urged withoat fufficient foundation.

too
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Period IV. too much advantage to them who were thoiight to mean its deftruQion., He 

without difpute, a perfon o f very eminent endowments, rather natural 

than acquired, altho’ not without the laft, but with a mixture o f  fuch natural 

defefts and weakneffes too, that no time, I believe, can produce an yiftance 

o f  a man ôf fo variable and uncertain a mind, who knew not that he was fo, 

and never defigned to be fo.

I am perfuaded he thought his life was one continued fcene o f uniformity 

in principles and a£lings; and as thofe who knew him beft, wondered^at the 

popularity he once had, fo he who knew himfelf leaft, wondered as much that 

he ever loft it. H e had indeed the moft popular parts for public fpeaking, 

that I ever knew; animating every fubjcS  o f  popularity, with the fpirit and 

fire that the orators o f  the ancient commonwealths govern’d the people by? 

was as claHical and as elegant in the fpeeches he did not prepare as they were 

in their moft ftudied compofitions, mingling wit and pleafantry, and the appli­

cation even o f  little ftories fo properly to afFeft his hearers, that he would over- 

fet thebeft argumentation in the world, and win people to his fide, often againft 

their own conviftions, by making ridiculous that truth they were influenced by 

before, and making fome men to be afraid and afliamed o f being thought within 

the virulence o f  fome bitter expreffion o f his, or within the laugh that generally 

went thro’ the town at any memorable ftroke o f his wit. And, altho’ this 

never got him a majority in the houfe o f commons, yet he ufually had the 

occafional hearers that were there; and to that audience he generally fpoke, 

and by them eftablifhed his general fame, as long, I mean, as his talents were 

employed againft minifters, courtiers, power, and corruption. H e certainly 

hurt fir Robert more than any o f  thofe who oppos’d him. W hat his motives 

v c re  to this oppofition, and what happened to him afterwards, I leave to odier 

accounts o f  him, which are various. H e was undoubtedly a very extraor^ 

dinary perfon; and in his private life free from common vices, with a fenfc o f 

religion even to devotion.

Another perfon who a€led a very confiderable part in this oppofition, was 

fir W illiam  W yndham *, as a leader o f the tories, or fuch o f  them, at leaft,

who

•  Sir Wilfiaw Wyndham was defcended t  from an ancient family o f that same, which fccmi 
<0 have taken its furnaW from Wymondham, or Wyndham in Norfoflt, and wluch afteiwardt

t  CeUiiw, Ednonlbn’i  BwMegoim.

fetded
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who were not averfe to come with their party, into power and offices under 

the prefent royal family. In the latter part o f queen Anne’s reign, he hid 

been fecretary at war and chanccllor o f  the exchequer, tho’ a very young 

man, raifed fo high in the world againft the opinion o f it by the favour o f  my 

lord Bolingbroke, with whom he lived in an intimacy o f pleafures^nd gallan­

tries as well as bufinefs; and from his attachment and gratitude to him (which 

he ever preferved) and from party violence and the heat o f his youth had en­

gaged in the rebellion o f 1715 , but efcaped any punifliment exccpt that o f a 

flioijt confinement, by the confideration then had o f  the noble family he had 

married into, and who had great merit with the king and his family. He con­

tinued, however, in all the meafures o f his party againft the government, and 

by frequent fpeaking in public, and great application to bufinefs, and the con- 

ftant inftruftion he Itil! received from his friend, and as it were his maftcr, 

efpecially in foreign ttairs, he became from a very diiagreeablc fpeaker and 

little knowing in bufinefs to be one o f the moft pleafing and able fpeakers o f 

his time, wore out all the prejudices o f  party, grew moderate towards the dif- 

fenters, againft whom he once bore a moft implacable hatred, ftudied and un-

fcttled at Felbrigge in the Aime. county. By the marriage o f fir John Wyndham in t}ie reigti 

o f  Edward the fixth, with the daughter o f John Sydenham of Orchard, the flder line wa» 

«ftabliilied at Orchard, hence called Orchard Wyndham, in the county o f Somerfct. Sir W il­

liam Wyndham, the perfou usder confidcration, was lineally defceniled from this line. He wa» 

born in 1686, and on the death of his father fir Edward, fucceeded to the title o f baronet, to 

a very confiderable eftate, and to the dilUnftion and influence which his family had po/Ti-ffed in 

the weftern counties o f England. He increafed his confequeuce by efpoufing in 1708, lady 

Catherine Seymour, fecond daughter o f  Charles, duke of.Somerfet. Born o f a tory family, and 

imbued from hii early infancy with notions o f divine and indefeafible right, he »•?» adverfe to 

the interruption of, the lineal defcent, and uniformly oppofcd the ellablifhmcnt o f the fucccjiion 

in the houfe o f Brunfwick. In the reign of queen Anne, he was brought forwards into pubtic 

employment at a very early age by his friend Bolingbroke, with whom he lived in habits of the 

ftrifteft intimacy, and by whofc brilliant talents he was feduced into fimilar exceffi-s of pleafure 

and gallantry. Under the adminiftration o f Harley, he was made fucceflively mafter o f  the 

buck houndi, fecretary at war, and chancellor o f tha exchequer. His principles in favour o f 

the reftoration of the Stuarts were fo well known, that on the acceffion of George the firft, he 

had no official employment, and in 1715,  he was iraprifoned in the tower, until the conclufi^ 

« f,th e  rebellion. In July 1 7 1 6 , he was releafed under the bail o f the dukes of Somerfet and 

Richmond, the w l s  o f Rocbefter and Thomond, atid lord Gower.* He died i« 174 his fon, 

fix Charles W^odham, on the death o f the duke o f Somer&t, fucceeded,' to the dtle o f  earl o f 

£grc»ont.
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Period IV. derftood the nature o f  governfnent and the conftitution o f  his own country, 

i7a7toi73o.^^  ̂ found fuch a new fet o f principles with regard to the publick, and from 

them grew to think that the religion and liberties o f  the nation, fo much de­

pended on the fupportof the prefent family on the throne, that he loft .̂ 1 con­

fidence with the Jacobites, and the moft rigid o f the tories, and it is thought 

■would have left them entirely if  he could have flood the reproach o f  that in 

his own country, or could have maintained a prevailing intereft there v'ithout 

them:' and upon that footing would willingly have come into a new whigg ad- 

miniftration upon the exclufion o f fir Robert W alpole, with whom he would 

never have afled, and with the admiffion o f fome few o f his tory friends, who 

in company with him would willingly alfo have left their party for fuch a 

change, fwayed not a litde perhaps in this by obferving that no other road 

would.lead them to thofe honours and preferments in the ftate, which it was ju ft 

for men o f abilities to expeQ, and a folly to exclude themfelves and their fa­

milies from, when they could take them as they thought without hurt to their 

principles and theic charafters. But he did not live long enough to have this 

happen to him.

H e was, in my opinion, the moft made for a great man o f  any one that I 

have known in this age. Every thing about him feem’d great. There was 

no inconfiftency in his compofition, all the parts o f  his charafler fuited, and 

were a help to one another. T here was much o f gracc and dignity in his per- 

fon, and the fame in his fpcakvng. H e had no acquirements o f  learning, but 

his eloquence improved by ufe, was ftrong, full, and without affeftation, arifing 

chiefly from his clearnefs, propriety, and argumentation, in the method o f  which 

laft, by a fort o f induftion almoft peculiar to himfelf, he had a force beyond 

any man I ever heard in public debates. H e had not the vivacity o f  wit and 

pleafantry in his fpecches fo entertaining in the former perfon, but there was 

a fpiritand power in his fpeaking, that always animated him felf and his hearers, 

and with the decoration o f his manner, which was indeed very ornamental, pro­

duced not only the rt;oft attentive, refpeftful,* but even a reverend regard to 

whatever he fpoke.

H e was befides generally fericSus, and always decent, never pofitive, and

• A  ftriking inftance o f  the high refpetfl paid to fir William Wyndham, appeared in one Of 

the debates which relaited to the convention. In the midil o f a fpeech, being confafed, hp 

turned to the fpeaker, and faid, "  Sir, I muft beg leave to recolleft m yfelfj”  be then fat down. 

A profound and refpeflfal iilencc enfued, for fome minutei, when flr William again irofe andcono 

tlnued hia fpeech with his ufual a im atio a  and energy.

often
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often condefcending, though fometimes fevere and pointed. There was in- Penod IV. 

deed great decorum through his whole carriage, and no man ever contributed 

more than l)e did to the dignity o f parliament. Had he been a niinifter in his Speaker 

latter days, I am fatisfied, he would have had the fame dccoruni in office as 

he hatf in parliament, and he had that civility and good breeding in his de­

meanor, that made him as fit for a court as any oflier (ituation, and his aUilities 

would have made him equti! to any. He had certainly great notions, and ap­

peared to have a high regard to the principles o f honour and jviliicc. It has 

been l*aid, that he was haughty and paffionate, and would have carried his power 

too high, and I am afraid it was the weaknefs he was rnoft liable to fall into.

Thofe who fpoke moft o f this, took their thoughts o f  him chiefly from what 

they remembered of him in his younger days, when it is very true he had too 

much o f this temper; but as far as L could obferve, he was much changed in 

this as he was in his piinciples and other things, and furely no man in general 

was ever lefs in his advanced age o f what he had been in his youth, than he 

feem’d to be. But as he was not without his fears too, and fome deHre o f  fame, 

they from his knowledge alfo o f the world would have been fomc rellraint upon 

the other, and if fo, liis ftate might only have procured that refpeCl which is 

always due and neceflary to government. What liis firmnefs in great trials 

would have been, I cannot fay. H e was certainly o f a very high fpirit, and 

that with power well managed might have fupported him under any difRcul- 

tics. I f  I have fpoken too highly o f him, it muft be imputed to the great 

opinion I conceived of him in the boufe of commons, where I never law him 

fail o f  being a great man.

Thefe three were the principal opponents Jir Robert Waipole had in the 

houfe o f  commons. There were others too in that place who bore their parts 

in the fame v.ork, but were far inferior to thofe I have mentioned, fome in 

point o f abilities, and others from their youth and want of experience j al­

though among the latter fome were young men o f great natural and acquired 

endowments, and from the training they had by their oppofition to the court, 

cariie afterwards to be o f confiderable figure and rank in public office and bu- 

finefs. It was indeed from the applaufe for fpcaking which thefe had acquired, 

that k  became a tafhion for moft o f the then young men of birth and fortune 

to fet themfelves againft the court, and to endeavour to obtain feats in par­

liament for the lake o f  the fame they hoped to get, as the Others had done, by 

popular declamations there, againd the evil power and corruption of the ad- 

miiiiltraiiou, which they chicfly, or rather only applied to fir Robert Walpole;
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Period IV .' and too often in a language that b y  n o  means bccame their youth to  g ive  o r  
years to have it given to him. But for this alfo they had their apj>!auAcrs; 

and it is fcarcely to be imagined to what a height it arofe, and how much ge­

neral mifchief he received from this fpirit and licentioufnefs o f  fpeech in thefe 

young patriots. It went the farther, becaufe in them it was deemed native 

virtue and difintereftednefs, the refult o f untainted minds, and hearts too 

young to be corrupted by envy o f power and profit (the ufual mot vcs o f 

older men in faftion} and in many or moft o f them, indeed I am perfaaded, 

in the beginning at Icaft, they were made to believe they were faving their 

country from deftruction, and that they only could do it.

But they were the tools and inftruments o f thofe who meant no fuch thing, 

and who were in oppofition only becaufe they had not power, and made ufe 

o f  the virtue o f theie younger and better men to the quicker obtaining o f  it 

for themferves, which when they had done, and manifefted by their after a S -  

ings what their former motives had been, many o f their young followers foon 

difcerned the cheat, and fhew’d their refentment accordingly. Some, how­

ever, who were older and grown wifer, faw the profpefcl the change had opened, 

and made as able a' ufe o f it as the beft experienced o f  their principals had 

donej but alas! with a change too o f ftyle and behaviour, that has made me 

often mourn over them and refleft how very wary young men fhould be o f  

■what they fay and do in their political outfet, left the language and aftings they 

then hold Ihould not be able to laft them through their whole journey: and I 

have found alfo that nothing can be more unfortunate for any man, than to 

begin his public life in the fchools o f faftion and defamation. It is unhappy 

enough to begin it in a fervile and implicit compliance with power; but the 

other is far more dangerous. T he middle track between thofe two extremes 

is the path that honeft and wife men will take, and is the true charafter o f a 

parliameiit man.

T he next perfon in the houl'e o f commons* who I Ihall mention, and gave 

much difturbance there to fir Robert W alpole and his adminittration, was one 

o f  the members for the city of London, and the moft eminent man among 

them ; not for fortune, which he feem’d to have no appetite for, beyond a com­

petency for his rank and fafhion, which was that o f a merchant by profeflion 

(though o f  no extenfive dealings) and o f  the great offices in the city, all o f  

which he had palted through; but his confideration arofe from his own in- 

trinfic worth and abilities, unaflSfted by any collateral advantages ^batfocver. 

For he had neither birth, alliances, riches, or ftations in the government to for­
ward
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vardhinn, but washimfelf, if  ever any man w as, the worker out o f  his ow n true Period lY , 
-fame. N or had he the advantages u f learning, language, or manner to orna- 

ment or fet off his natural or acquired endowments, the latter o f  which la y  Speaker 

chiefly in the knowledge o f trade, its foundation and extent, and o f the whole 

circle o f taxes, funds, money, and credit. In all which he had more fagacity, 

acutenefs, force, and clofencfs of argumentation, better and more pratlicable 

notions, than almoft any man I ever knew, with a dirmtereftednels as to hira- 

felf, that no temptation o f the greatefl prufu. or very high Rations f̂or fuch he 

might have had) could have drawn him from the very retired and humble 

life he generally chofe to lead, not only for the fake o f  his health, but the con­

tent o f  his mind iti a moderate habitation, in a neighbouring village to London, 

from whence he only came, as he was occafionally called to any bufincfs o f 

importance in the city or in parliament; in the firft o f which, he was a great 

magiftrate, and in the other, o f true weight and influence, l i e  was befides, of 

a very regular and religious life, without fhow or affefclation, as in his public 

deportment, he feem’ d to have made the befl princip^es o f  both parties, to be 

the guide o f his political afling; fo that he was in truth, one o f the greateft ex­

amples o f private, and in general, of public virtue that this age has produced; 

and had a popularity arifing from that, which, though he did not court or 

cherifh in the way it is ufually got and kept vip, was more univerfal and laft- 

ing, than that ot any man o f his time, manifetting itfelf in calm and real in- 

ftances o f efteem, and not in noife and riot, which he himlclf would have been 

the fird to fupprefs. (1764) H e is lately dead in full poirelBon o f this true 

fame.
A fter fo much o f  the charafter o f  fir John Barnard,* it cannot be fuppofied" 

that in his oppofitions to fir Robert W alpole, he was at all aduattd by the
fpiriL

•  Sir John Barnard, knight, was born at Reading in 1685. His parents being quakers, 

he was broughi -ip at a fchool at Wandfworth in Surry, appropriated to the education of per- 

for.s of that perfuafion, and derived little information from his mailer. Jn 1703, he quitted 

the fociety o f quakers, was baptifed by Compton, bifhop of London, and continued a member 

o f the eflabliftied church. He rofe into eminence, folely by his indefatiguable alliduity in bn- 

finefs and high integrity in his mercantile tranfaftions. He had attained his thirty-fixth year, 

when he firlt attrafted the public notice, and on an occafion wholly unfqjight by hirafelf.

“  A  bill greatly aliening the wine trade, had paffed through the houfc of commons, and was 

"  depending in the upper houfe. T h o  principal merchants, who would have been injured by 

the opem ipn o f  the bill, united in prefentiiig a petition to the- lords, praying to be heard
"  againft
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Period IV. fpirit o f  fa£Hon; nor do I believe he was, or that he ever entered with the 

into any formed defign to ruin or remove hjm, however he might* wifli 

the latter, from the then diflike he feemed to have o f  the principles o f  his ad- 

miniftration, efpecially after the famous attempt o f  fir Robert W alpole to turn 

the collection o f  fome o f the inland duties into an excife, which fir JoH'n Bar­

nard had much contributed to defeat; and fir Robert W alpole’s manner o f  

debating a fcheme, the other had propofed, to reduce the intereft o f the public 

debt to 3 ^er cent, o f both which I (hall fpeak more particularly very foon. 

A n d  here it mull be confelled, that his oppofing (he meafures o f the gdvern- 

ment was more conftant and fettled, and had more o f intemperance in it to­

wards fir Robert W alpole, thaji can fecm well to confift with the defcription 

I have before given o f this gentleman.

“  againft it, by themfekes or counfel. Their requeft being granted, M r. Barnard, without

• his knowledge, was feledled as the fitteft perfon to prove the grievance, and to anfwer every 

“  objeftion to the petition. TJirough fome unaccountable negligence he was not acquainted 

** with the bufinefs, till the aKTrnoon before he was to be heard by the peers. This fingular 

“  diradvantage, when it came to be known, made his fpeech appear the more extraordinary. 

"  By the extent o f  his acquaintance with commerce, and the perfpicuity and force o f his rea- 

“  foning, accompanied with a becoming modefty, he contribuiejl in fo higti a degree to carry 

** the point aimed at, that all the petitioners confidered themfelves as principally indebted 

“  to his talents for their fuccefs.” * This inftance o f his abilities rendered him fo confpicuoui 

and popular, that he was put up as a member for London, without the fmalleft folicitation 

<m his part, and cholcn in the warmeft conteft ever known in that city. His parliamentary 

abilities were acknowledged by a ll; and by none more than by fir Robert Walpole, whofe mea­

fures he almoft uniformly oppofed. T o  his talents as a fpeaker, he paid a due eulogium. As 

he was riding out with a party, fome perfons were overheard talking on the other fide o f a 

narrow lane, the hedge o f which concealed them from view. One o f the party faying, whofe 

voice is that? fir Robert replied: do you not know! it is one which I never ftiall forget. I 

have often felt it power. On meeting at the end of the lane, adds the biographer, fir Robert 

Waipole with that enchanting courtely he poffefled, faluting M r. Barnard, told him what had 

palTed.” t  T he minifter frequently ufed to rally his ions who were praifing the fpeeches o f 

Pulteney, Pitt, Littletc^n, and others, by faying you may cry up tKeir fpeeches i f  you pleafe, but 

when I have anfwered fir John Barnard, and lordPolwarth, I think 1 have concluded the debate. 

In 1728, he was chofen alderman, and in 1737,  lord mayor o f I^ondon. H e reprefented the city 

o f  London five fucceflive parliaments. In 17 ,8 , the infirmities o f old age infcreafing, he re- 

figned his alderman’s gown; and foon afterwards retired from public buiinefs to his villa at 

Clapham in Surry, where he died in 1764, aged 79.

M E M O IR S  O F  S IR  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .

Biographia Brittanica, Art. Buoud. f, Ibid.
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R|Jt among all his great qualities he had fome blemifhes, rather from his Period IV . 

eonftitution, however, than his will or defi^n. He was o f a very warm tern- 

per, too foon wrought up to panion, and when under that operation, was often Speaker 

deprived o f his judgment, and even o f his ufual difcernment. He was like- 

wife too perfevering and tenacious o f  his opinions, and when in the wrong, 

would fhift and refine, and fubtilize fo much to fave himfelf ir> his difputing, 

that, in fome inftances, with thofe who did not know him well, it created fome 

unkind fufpicions o f his fincerity; but all that, I am fatisfied, was more owing 

to the* narrownefs o f  the company he kept, and the lead he always had in their 

converfations, which ufually begets impatience o f  contradiflion, and a love o f 

difputing for the fake o f  vi6lory, than to any fixed intention o f inipofing upon 

or deceiving bis audiencc. H e had alfo that regard for the city o f London, 

and the profelfion o f  merchants, and that warmth for their intcrefts, and in­

deed for every perfon he undertook to ferve, that on fome occafions, it /tas 

threw him into partialities for them that he himfelf might not perceive, tho* 

every body elfe did. He was not, perhaps, without* his vanity too, and that 

might carry him into a defire o f trying his fliill with fir Robert Walpole in 

thofe nnatters in which he was thought to have no equal, and to be furc, he had 

none, unlefs fir John Barnard was the man; I mean in the bufinefs o f money 

and credit, and in this, it was that be chiefly affe6lcd and hurt fir Robert, 

though fddom with any .real fuperiority.

There was one perfon more ii* the houfe o f commons (fir ]. Jekyl) 1 will 

mention here, though he was not in a let oppofition to the miniftry, and was 

fometimes with them, and never againfl them, from the motives the others 

were thought to have; I fhouid rather fay the three firff, yet as he moft ufually 

differed in the houle o f commons from thofe who were in power, and had 

much diflike to fir Robert Walpole in many things, and bore no great reve­

rence to his charafler in general, and being alfo much known and talked of in 

the times t;f fir Robert’s miniflry, and being likewile o f a very particular turn 

in his public and private aftings, it may not be improper— but this hereafter.

There were two other perfons, who in differenc ways contributed very much 

to the keeping up the fire o f oppofition to fir Robert W alpole’ s adminiflration.

The late lord Bolingbroke, and the lord Carteret, afterwards earl of Granville.

But as 1 know not enough o f them to be very particular in their charaaers, 1 Ihaft 

only defcribe them as they were generally fpoken of. They ̂ ere  univerfally cf- 

teemed o f the greateft genius for parts and knowledge of any men of the age; the
latter
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Period IV. latter thought to  be the better fcholar, and to have formed his eloquence more 

the ancient«, and to have rrvore o f their Ipirit in it, than the former/ but 

the firft was far the better writer, and had been a very lively and able fptaker 

in both houfes o f  parliament. H e was thought too to have more knowledge 

and fkiU in the affairs o f Europe from his long experietice abroad anS inti- 

tnacy there'with men o f the firft rank for bufinefs and capacity. But neither 

o f  them were thought to know enough of the real temper and conftitution of 

their own country, aliho* lord Bolingbroke wrote much on that fubjecl, they 

were both o f  them o f unbounded fpirit and ambition, impatient o f rellraint, 

contemning the nation o f  equality with others in bufinefs, and even difdaining

lo be any thing if  not the firll and higheft in power. .T h ey  were not famed 

for what is called perfonal courage, but in tlie condufct o f  afi'airs were deemed 

bold i f  not rafh, and the lord Bolingbroke was o f a temper to overturn king­

doms to  make way for himfelf and his talents to govern the world; whild the 

other in projefting the plans o f his adminiftration, thought much more o f  railing 

a  great name to himft if  aH over Europe, and having that continued by hifto- 

rians to all poftenty, than o f any prefent domeftic popularity or renown what- 

foever. H e thought confulting the interior inieretts and dilpofuion o f  the 

people, the condutt o f bufinefs in parliaments, artd the methods o f raifing 

money for the execution even o f his own defigns., was a work below his appli­

cations, and to be left as underparts o f government to .the care o f  inferior and 

fubordinate underftandings, in fubferviency however to his will and meafures. 

B ut much o f this perhaps was owing more to his never having been o f the houfe 

o f  commons than even to the natural height o f  his fpirit, altho’ the lad had 

but too well formed him for thofe difregards. T hey were b«>th, I believe, 

very  incorrupt as to mot»ey. It was not their aim to aggrandize themlelves 

that way. Lord Carteret was all glory, even to the enthufiafm o f it, and that 

made him rather more (crupulous than the other in the means he ufed for his 

greatncfs. But lurd Bolingbroke’s was merely power, and to be the leader 

o f  it, without any other gratification but what the prefent enjoyment o f  it might 

give him, in a word they were both made rather for the fplendor o f  great mo­

narchies, than the fober counlels o f a free flate, whofe liberty is its chief con« 

cem . Although upon the whole, lord Carteret feem’d much the better naan, 

and a fafer minifter than the other.

W ith thefe talents and temper, it will not be wondered at, that they Ihould 

lie en em k i to ifir Robert W « lp ^ , and he to them. B ut hi* apprchenfion*

o f
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o f what they might do againft him, were not the fame with regard to both, nor Pfiod IV. 

o f  tHe fame fort with thofe he liad o f the other perfbns before-mentioned, be- 

caufe they were o f the houfe o f commons where he was, and where the chief Speaker 

fcene o f bufinefs lay,'and*if he got his affairs through that placc, he was not 

very fl^licitous as to what might happen in the holife o f lords, where tlic party 

againft him was very fmall, and a fpcech or two from lord Cartei^et, and from 

two or three more, was all he had to fear. But his apprehenfions o f hurt from 

lord Carteret lay another way. It was at court he feared him moft, as the 

mod tikely perfon to fupplant him with the king and queen, who didiked lord 

Carteret lefs than any o f  the others who carried on this pppofiiion. For he 

had very early in his life applied himfelf to the affairs o f  Germany and the 

northern courts^ he had been a minifter at one o f them, and had made many 

connexions o f  acquaintance and intimacy with the pcrfons that came from that 

part o f the world hither, and efpecially with the Hanoverian minifters (none o f _ 

whom ever loved fir Robert W alpole) by whofe means he had fome com­

munications with the queen, if  not the king, and they at leaft had no unfavour­

able opinion of him; and when he did come into power, uppn the removal o f  

fir Robert Walpole, had more o f  the king’s favour aild opinion than any o f 

the other minifters, partly for the reafons before mentioned, but chiefly, that 

his politics made very much for the interefts o f Hanover, which he always la­

boured to unite with thofe o f his country.

But lord Bolingbroke did 'not moleft fir Robert W alpole in this way. H e 

had no hopes of coming into bufinefs and power, under the prefent king at 

leaft, but by forcing his paffage to it, and making, as he thought, even the 

kin g’s fafety to depend upon it. He had by his almoft weekly writings, in 

which he was very able, fo irritated and inflamed the nation (who eagerly read 

his inveflives) againft fir Robert W alpole and the meafures o f the govern­

ment, in which he often perfonally involved the king and queen, that at fbrac» 

times, there was too much reafon to fear the rage he had wrought the body o f  

the people up to, might have produced the moft defperate attempts. But he 

meant not that, I believe (whatever has been the ful'picion) but only to terrify 

<he king into a change o f  his miniftry, and for himfelf to be thereby rcftored 

to his honours, which would, as he always flattered himfelf, fbon put him at 

the head o f  affairs. And feafons there were in the courfe of this oppofition, 

that i f  it had fucceeded, might poflibly have procured hirti a reftitution o f his

V O L . U .  P A R T  11 .
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Period IV. peerage fhis cftate was given him by parliament before) though by what has 
17^7to 1730, fince, one may doubt even o f that.

There was befides thefe two, another perfon o f  great rank, who came to 

have a confiderable fhare in the defign o f  ruiniig fir Robert W alpole, I 

mean the earl o f  Chcftcrficlci: he was efteemed the wittieft man o f hiy time, 

and o f  a fort, that has Icarcely been known fince the reign o f  king Charles the 

fecond, and revived the memory o f  the,great wits o f that age, to the livelieft 

o f  whom he was thought not to be unequal. H e was befides this, a very 

graceful fpeaker in publick, had fome knowledge o f affairs, having beet) am- 

baflador in Holland, and when he was engaged in debates, always took pains 

to be well informed o f the fubjeft, fo that no man’s fpeaking, was ever more 

admired, or drew more audience to it, than his did, but chiefly from thoCe, 

who either relifhed his wit, or were pleafed with feeing the miniftry expoled 

by his talent o f  ridicule, and the bitternefs o f  jeft, he was fo much matter of> 

and never fpared. And this made him fo very terrible to the minifters who 

were o f  the houfe o f  lords, that they dreading his wit upon them there, and 

his writings too, for he fometimes, as it was thought, furnifhed the weekly 

paper o f the oppofitioh, with the moft poignant pieces it had. '

Sir Robert W alpole continued in his fullnefs o f power, till 174 1, fortified 

as he believed, by his triumphant defeat o f  his principal oppofers in their mo­

tion for an addrefs to the king to remove him from hts prelenceand council: 

that fuccefs rendered him too fecure in his own mind, and it is faid, made 

him remifs in his means to obtain the next parliament. But be that as it will, 

he could not fupport himfelf in the new houfe o f  commons, at leaft his beft 

friends thought fo, altho’ he himfelf thought otherwife, and reproached them 

for it; and therefore after many attempts to fave himfelf, but in vain, he 

yielded at laft, altho’ with much relu£tance, refigned his employments, and was 

made an earl with every private favour he defired o f  the king. H is retreat 

was entire from any concern in the bufinefs o f  government, but not from the 

following eftimation o f  almoft every man o f  thofe that had furrounded him 

when in the height o f  his power. H e lived but a very few years afterwards, 

and died, as I have been told, with great feeming compofure o f  mind, even 

under excruciating pains from the ftone.

I will end t^is account o f  him with faying, that he was a wife and able m i- 

nifter, and the beft man from the goodnefs o f  his heprt, which was cha- 

rafteriftic
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raftffriftic in him, to live with, and to live under, o f  any great man I ever Period IV. 
knew. V»7to.73a;

Speaker
X o . 2. Anecdote from  M r. Pelham, relating to fir  Robert Walpole's danger Onllow'i

o f being difmiffed in 1727. rcmwk*.

told me, fooii after fir Robert’ s deatli, mentioning fevcral things of him, 

that lord Bolingbroke had by fome German intrigues and influence, fo'

.wrought himfelf into the confidence and favour o f the then late king (George 

the firft) that had he lived to come back from Hanover, it was very probable, he 

woiuld have made lord Bolingbroke his chief miniller, and o f  which fir Robert: 

was fo lenfible, that he intended, ju fl before the king went abroad, to have 

obtained a peerage for himfelf, and refigncd his offices. But acquainting his 

great friend, the then duke o f Devonfhire o f it, he was ftrongly averfe to it, 

and it was fo ftrenuoufly oppofed by the princefs, to whom the duke of De- 

vonfliire had imparted it, that he laid afide his defign, altho' againft his judg­

ment at that time. This fhows the interell he had then with the princefs, and 

will account for the early re-eftablifhment and increafe o f his power in the 

following reign, againft ihe new king’s firft inclination and refoiution, which 

were ccrtainly for M r. Compton the fpeaker, who had been long his trcafurer, 

and very near to him in all his councills. It went fo far as to be almoft a for­

mal appointment; the king, for two or three days, direfting every body 10 go 

to him upon bufinefs, and fir Robert, I know, did believe himfelf it would be 

fo : but by the queen’s management, all this was foon over-ruled, with a fincere 

regard, I am perfwaded, to what flie believed to bt^moft for the king’s real 

fervice, with perhaps at the fame time a little vanity to have the perfon deemed 

the ableft minifter in parliament of that age, to be a dependant o f her’s, which 

the other was not, or much in her efteem.

fvo. 3. Str Robert Walpok promifes to fpeaker Onflow to propofe the fepara^ 

tion o f Hanover from  Great Britain, but does not carry it into execution.

A  Little while before fir Robert W alpole’s fall, and as a popular a a  to fave 

himfelf (for he went very unwillingly out o f his offices and power) he 

took me one day afide, and faid, "  W hat will you fay, fpeaker,* if this hand of 

mine (hall bring a incffage from the king to the houfe oPcommons, declaring 

his confent to having any o f his family after his own death, to be made by a6l

4 0 2  o f
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periodIV. o f  parliament, incapable o f  inheriting and enjoying the crown and poffenfTing 

178.7101730.̂ ^̂  elefloral dominions at the fame time?”  M y anfwer was, “  Sir, it will be 

as a melTage from heaven.”  H e replied, "  It will be done;”  but it was not 

done, and I have good reafqn to believe, it would have been oppofcd ^ d  re- 

je fled  at that time, becaufe it came from him; and by the means o f thofe who 

had always been moft clamorous for it. Thus perhaps the opportunity was 

loft. W hen will it come again? It was faid that the prince at that jundure 

would have confented to it, if  he could have had the crcdit and popularity 

o f  the meafure, and that fome o f  his friends were to have m ov’d it in parlia­

ment, but that the defign at St. James’s prevented it. Notwithftandiiig, all 

this, I have had fome thoughts that neither court ever really intended the thing 

itfelfj but that it came on, and went off, by a jealoufy o f each other in it, and 

that both were equally pleafed, that it did fo, from an equal fondnefs (very 

• natural) for their own native country.

07# m e m o ir s  o f  s i r  ROBERT WALPOLE.

L E T T E R S  R E L A T I N G  T O  R I P P E R D A .

T H E  P R E T E N D E R  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  R I P P E R D A .

Congratulates him on his being appointed prime minifter.— Hints at his own 

quarrel with his wife.— And the duplicity o f cardinal Alheroni.— Recom­

mends the duke of Ormond to him.

Walpole Rome ce 7 Derfembre, 1725.) A P R E S  tout ce que je  f9ay de voftre

Papers, zele et de voftre amitioi^our moy, vous ne deves pas douter de la fatisfaftion

C ofj, que j ’ay de vous f(;avoir rappelle en cfpagne, ovi vous ne pourres manqucr de 

recevoir du roy votre maiftre toutes les marques de confiance et d ’eftime, 

que VOS fervices et voftre merite exigent, et ou je  me flattc que'vous ne feres 

pas moins atteiuif 4 avancer mes interefts que vous I’aves deja efte, et je  vous 

prie de vous entendre fur c e s  matieres avec le due d’ Ormonde, qui vous fera 

tenir cette lettre.

Je I’ay charge de vous informer de ce qui vient d ’arriver dans ma famille; 

la reine a efte feduitte, mais j ’efpere qu’a la fin e lk  reconnoiftra Ic tort qu’elle 

a faite  ̂ foy Mefme et k moy, il eft en effet grand, car en cette occafion on 

ne m’a pas mefme• efpargn^ fur ma fermete dans ma religion; mais la mali(;e 

des mes ennemis eft dans toute cette affaire li noir ct fi manifefte quelle ne

f^auroit



fcjaujoit que tourner contre eux mefmes fans me nuire en facon quelconque, Period IV, 

quoique fi j ’avois fuivi les advis du cardinal Alberony, jaurois donnS dans le 

panneau etm e ferois mine a tovu jamais, car ce cardinal a faito ct continue de Ripperda. 

faire dans cette occafion un perfonase tout autr? que je n’aurois dii m’attcn- 

dre et de I’ idee que j'avois de luy, et des fcrvices que j ’ay tache dc luy rendre.

Je n’ole entrer icy fans chifre en d’autrcs maticres, mais jc  vous prie de croire 

que j ’ay toute la confiance immaginablc dans voftre amiUC pour moy el une 

cgale empreffement a vous prouver la linceritc de la mienne.

J a c . ;)u e s  R .

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  T O  L O R D  T O V V N S HE NI > .

Return.-^-Honourahle reception, and infolcnce o f Eipperda.

MY LORD, MadiiJ, Dcccmber 37, 171?.

^ H E  duke o f  Ripperda arrived here fix days ago, and had an audience o f Walpole 

an hour and half the fame night o f their catholick majcflys, who cxprcfs’d 

themfclves afterwards highly fatisfied with him and his lale condufl. He was Cofj, 

the day following declared fecretary o f ftate, without fpecifying any province 

in particular, but as he has not appeared at court fince by rcafon o f the gout,

■which has confined him to his bed from the firfl night o f his arrival here, ’ tis 

not known as yet what authority will be put into his hands, tho’ tis believed 

he will under the name o f fecretary exercile the Ruitlioii o f firll vniniller.

H e talks here with as much impertinenre and ini'olence as ’ tis polfiblt for 

him to have done at Vienna; and fince his arri\a! their catholick rnajcltys 
exprefs tbemfelves upon all occafibns with infinitely greater rage and inve­

teracy againft his majefty and France than ever, and with greater attachment 

to the emperor, and I think I may I'afely alfurc your lordfhip o f my having 

infallible proofs o f the refolutions being abfoluiely taken o f beginning a war 

in the fpring, towards which all forts o f  preparations are making with all pol- 

fible diligence. This court is refolved to ule (tho’ I hope ’ tis already too 

lar.e) their utmoft endeavours towards diifuading the Dutch irom acceeding 

to the treaty of Hanover, and for that purpofe figniore Orcndayn* difpatched* Aftemardi 

on the 11th inflant (after a long conference in fccret with the Dutch ainbalTa- 

dor here) a courier to the Hague with a letter to the grand pehfionary, com­

plaining o f  him as one entirely attached to England, arid defiring his being 

recalled. A nd I am affured that the refolution is taken in cafe tbe Dutch will
not
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Period IV. not acccde to give them the affiento de Negros, with the annual fliip, the

liberty o f entering into the ports o f the Eaft Indies, and a large abatement o f 

the prefent duties in Spain upon their fpices, which at prefent amount almoft 

to a prohibition.

T h e  abbe Mongon is in daily conferences with the king o f Spain’ s con« 

feflbr, though I believe he has not advanced much in the affair o f  the recon­

ciliation: he told me two days ago, that fince the arrival o f Ripperda, he looks 

upon the war as certain.

T h e  late duke o f  Ormond had an audience o f  their catliolic majeftys the

night before laft o f  above an hour, the pretence o f  it was to give an account o f

the late quarrel betwixt the pretender and his wife, and to ju llify  the pro­

ceedings o f  the former upon that head.

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O r E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Ripperda exercifes the power o f  prime m inijler under the name o f  fecretary o f  

Jlate.— H is wild'and extravagant behaviour.— Converfations with him on the 

fubjeEli o f  the 0fiend commerce, Gibraltar, and the pretender.— His profef-  

Jions o f fr ien d fh ip  and fincerity.

M Y I.ORD, Madrid, Dec.'s?, 1725.

Walpole '^ H E  expeflation I have been in for fome time paR,of the arrival here o f  a 

mcflenger from H anover, by whofe return I might have occafion o f  

Cf/jf. writing fully and freely to your lordlhip, made me defer from day to day 

difpatching to you a domeftick o f  my own, as being defirous, if  poflible, to 

avoid fo confiderable an expence; but at prefent, that the return o f  the duke 

o f  Ripperda to this court, and his catholic majefty’ s having put the whole o f 

his authority into his hands, have opened fuch a new fcene o f affairs here, as 

in my humble opinion, may be for his majefty’s fervice to have your lordftip 

fpeedily informed of. I durft not venture to defer any longer (for the fake o f  

good hufbandry) the difpatching this my fervant with the account o f it.

In my laft letter to your lordftiip o f the 17th, I had the honour to acquaint 

you with the favourable reception the duke of Ripperda had met withall 

from their catholic majeftys, and with the appejirance there was o f  his exer- 

cifing the functions o f firft minifter under the title o f fecretary o f ftate; but at 

prefent, I can affure your lordfhip, that what was then only probable, is now moft 

certain, he having vifibly taken the entire governmept into his hands, and par­

ticularly
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ticularly what relates to foreign affairs (as your lordfhip will fee by the in- Period IV.

clof^d letter I received from him tlie other day) the like o f  which he has aU

ready fent alfo the Dutch ainbalTador, and intends to do the fame, in a few Ripperda.

days, to all the foreign minifters. In fhort, my lord, he is to the full, as

ahfolifte as the cardinal Aberoni ever was; and altho’ he has not the title o f

firft minilter (v.'hich is a name the king o f Spain has an averfion to, and could

never be brought to bellow, even upon the cardinal) he under that of fccre-

tary o f  flate, without any particular department, commands all the others,

and (he reft o f the Spanilh monarchy.

W ere not the temper and character o f  this wild man, perfeftly well known 

to your lordfliip, I could fcarcely flattei*myfclf with the hopes, that any cre­

dit could be given to the following accounts o f his extravagant and contra- 

didory difcourfes atid behaviour, much lefs that any fure inference could be 

drawn from thence o f what may be expe£led from him; and I muft. freely 

own, that altho’ I am an eye witnefs o f his tranfaftions, and have had fui 

thefe two days laft paft conferences with him o f L-veral hours alone, I am 

wholly unable to judge, whether his being thus put in authurity, wil] be ad- *

vanttigeous, or otherwife to his majefty’s interclls, and to the tranquillity o f the 

reft o f  Europe. I fiiall’therefore content m) ielf with barely relating to you 

his behaviou^hcre, and what has paffcd between us.

Immediately after his landing at Barcelona, all the officers of that garrifon 

went to wait upon him, to whom he gave an ample account of all his tranf- 

aftions at Vienna; adding, that the emperor had 150,000 men, ready to 

inarch at an hour’s warning, and prince Eugene upon his taking leave, bid him 

affure the .king o f  Spain, that in cafc o f  a war, he would have hs many more 

in fix months. He ftiewed the utmoft contempt for France, and pariicularly 

for the perfon o f  nionfieur le Due and his government, telling them, that if  

the Hanoverian league Ihould dare to oppole themlelves to the defigns o f the. 

emperor and Spain, France would be pillaged on all hd^s, the king of Pruftia, 

whom he was pleafed always to call by the name of the grand grenadier, 

would be driven out o f his country by the emperor in one campaign, as his 

majefty would be alfo in the fame time out o f his dominions in Germany, and 

out o f  his Englifh ones by the pretender; he added, that the reconciliation 

between France and Spain, fliould never be, whiHt he had any authority; and 

faid, he only wiflied to live till that was brought about, as being aflurcd he 

fliould then die a very old man. Upon his arrival here, he talked publickly in
the
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Period IV, the king’s antichamber in the fame ftyle, excepting only, he never named his 

S727 to 1730. neither direftly nor indireftly. This infolent behaviour o f his fiere,

together with the accounts I had received from your lordfhip, and otheni o f his 

impertinent difcourfes at Vienna, made me determine not to go near him, which 

refohition I accordingly kept, till I received the abovementioned inclofbd let­

ter from hiiii; altho’ he had been declared fecretary o f  ftate ten days before. 

B ut then I thought I could not take upon myfelf, without orders, to refufe 

to treat with a miniftcr particularly named by the king o f Spain for that pur- 

pofe, efpecially, feeing I had no other proof than that o f hcarfay to alledge o f 

his having talked in the infolent manner abovementioned at Barcelona: befides, 

as I had known him intimately for tffefe eight years, and had a right to :alk to 

him with more freedom and plainnefs than any body elTe (for reafons your 

lordfhip is acquainted withal} I hoped, confidering his talkative temper, that 

fome lights might be got in converfation with him, into what he was driving at. 

1  therefore went to him upon the 24th ; who received me withall imaginable 

civility, and with the ftrongeft profellions o f  efleem and particular friendfliip.

In this our firfl conference, which iafted near two hours, after having talked 

over his tranfaflions at tlie court o f  Vienna, he faid, that he was fenfible that 

a  great part o f  the world looked upon him as a madman and a traitor, and that 

I m yfelf had alfo an ill opinion o f him, but that as I was the dideft and moft 

intimate acquaintance he had in Spain, and the perfon whofe confidence and 

friendlhip he moft earneftly and fincerely defired to maintain and cultivate, he 

would open himfelf to me with the greateft veracity, and without any referve, 

by {hewing me his very foul, and the whole o f ail his views and tranfattions, and 

y»x>uld confefs to me what he would hide from all the world befides, and even 

from his own confelTor. H e begun by faying, that he was and ever would be, a 

mortal and irreconcilable enemy to the French, and wiftied God Almightjr 

.might iiever have mercy upon him, if  ever he neglefled any opportunity 

o f  confounding tha* nation, or if  ever he fuffcred, whilft he had any credit here, 

a reconciliation between this court, and allured me, that their catholic majeftyvS, 

w ereexad ly  in the fame way o f thinking, and that they had pofitively allured 

him feveral times, fincehis coming hither, that they would never receed from 

their demaikd o f  monfieur le Due’ s coming hither in perfon, adding, that tho’ he 

fliould comply (which they thought him vile enough to do) they would never 

«nter into any frielidfliip, treaties, or engagements with France; and tho* 

they dien could not refufe to let thofe o f  that nation exercife their commerce

here.
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here, they (hould meet with Rich continual vexations in it, as fhould by de- Period iv. 
grecs render it ufelefs to them, but that however their catholic majeftys, and 

he himfelf were ftedfaftly refolved not to begin a war againft France, as lo o k - . Ripp«d». 

ing upon fuch a feigned peace as lels hazardous, and as efFeaual a way o f  

ruinireg that nation, as any fuccefs they could hope for in a war. This he af- 

(lired me with the moft folemn oaths and imprecations, was the prefent fenti- 

ments o f  their cathoiick majeftys, and himfelf upon that head, and was what 

he ftedfaftly (and believed they were alfo) refolved to continue in ; that the fyf- 

tem be had lay’d down to himfelf, and what he would go upon, was to preferve 

the liberty and tranquillity o f Europe. For which purpofe he iTiould equally 

oppofc the einperor’ s becoming too powerfull as that o f France, but that he 

thought there was infinitely lefs danger to be apprehended from the former’s 

being fo, than from the latter’ s, and that therefore he would by all the means pofl. 

fible, endeavour to eftablifh the moft perfeQ; union between Spain, England, and 

Holland, and a good correfpondence with the court of Vienna, and that for that 

purpofe, he was defirous and ready to enter into new.engagements with his ma- 

jefty and the Dutch, that fhould not in any wife be repugnant to the laie treaty 

o f  Hanover, which the king o f  Spain confented might remain in its full force; as 

looking upon it as a dcfenfive alliance only, and confequently not prejudi­

cial to his interefts or defigns, fince he was ftedfaftly refolved npt to be the 

aggreffor or attack any o f his neighbours.

A s to the pretender, lie faid, he muft own his having talked both here and 

at Vienna in his favour, but that in his ‘mteriour he was as fmcerely in his 

majefty's interefts and in that o f  his royal family as the beft fubje£t lie had, 

o f  which he would give the raoft eCTential proofs upon every occafion that 

fhould prelent itfelf; that his talking in the manner he had done, pioreeded 

from his opinion o f making his court to their cathoiick majeftys by fo doing, 

but more efpecialiy to appear zealous in his religion, which was much fufpeCled 

in this country, and to avoid paflTing for an heretick, and falling into the hands 

o f  the inquifition, who he was very fure are very watchful over him, and as 

they looked upon him as a chrijliano nuevo, would lay hold o f any pretext for 

falhng upon him, or at leaft for afperfing him and ruining him with his mafter.

T his was what he faid he would not nor durft not fay to his confelfor, but cal­

led G od to witnefs in the raoft folemn manner o f the exaO, (inCerity o f what 

he thus affirmed. He defired I woulii in confidence, anti with the greateft 

fccrecy acquaint your lordOiip with this, and that you would plcafe to do the

V O t .  11. PAKT I I .  4  £

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.



PeriodIV to his majefty, with the moft folemn affurances o f  his unalterable refo-

I7»7toi73o.lution o f  continuing in the fame fentiments with refpe£i: to his majefty’s<in- 

terefts and the proteftant fucceffion, as your lordfliip knew he was formerly 

in upon thofe fubjefts when he had the honour to be perfonally and intimately 

known to you in Holland. H e alfo moft pofitively affured me, that nething 

had been ccf.iccrted or even treated upon by his canal or to his knowledge 

betwixt the courts o f Madrid and Vienna in favour o f  the pretender, and that 

he was fully perfuaded no enterprize was at prefent on foot or even projefted 

either by any prince or by the Jacobites themfelves o f that nature, and.pro- 

tefted that whatever defigns on that head fliould come to his knowledge, be 

would not only dire£tly oppofe them to the utmoft o f his power, but would 

immediately give me a moft faithful and exaft account o f  them. H e po­

fitively affirmed there was no fecret treaty or articles whatfoever entered into 

betwixt this court and that o f  Vienna, and that the two fhips faid to be granted 

to the company o f  Oftende is abfolutely falfe, tho’ he owned that matter had 

been prefled by the German minifters with the utmoft force, tho’ conftantly 

as pofitively rejected by him, and that no engagements were entered into for 

a marriage, nor any promife mjide o f that nature, declaring he always looked 

upon the execution o f any fuch thing as impraCUcable and impolTible.

A s to the affair o f Gibraltar, he faid it was the thing in the world that gave 

the greateft pain from the extream defire he had always obferved in his catho- 

lick  majefty for the recovery o f  that place, but that he flattered him felf how­

ever with the hopes o f being able in a Ihort time to accommodate that bufi- 

ncfs. In our tonverfation upon that head, I endeavoured to let him fee the 

injuftice o f his catholick majefty's pretenfions, and the wrong and direftly op - 

pofite meafures he had taken, and was purfuing for the obtaining what he de- 

fired. That he might be abfolutely affured»that not only his majefty but the na­

tion would ever rejeft with the higheft indignation any propolkl made i(g;jtiiat 

affair, that Ihould carry with it the leaft appearance o f  threatning, and that al­

though the parliament ftould be inclined to hearken to any about that matter 

(which was certainly very farr from being the cafe at prefent) his majefty’s 

honour .would not allow him to condefcend to it, confidering the haughty and 

imperious manner in which his catholick majefty had made his demand. That 

he muft not eccped that his majefty and his parliament would any longer fuf- 

fcr fuch indignitieii or patiently fubn|[tt to all the prejudices to be appre­

hended from a war with Spain^ with their hands thus ty ’d up from making

them-
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thetTifelves fuch amends as an open rupture would naturally afford, which was Period IV. 

the cafe at prcfent from the entire ftop thus pul to our trade both here and in *7̂7̂° 

the Indies, by the miftruft got amongft pur merchants through thofe threaten- Ripperd*. 

ing declarations; that it was therefore neceffafy to come to a fpeedy and 

thorofigh explication upon that head.

H e anfwered, that he entirely difapproved o f the Jleps hitherto taken in 

that affair, as being fenftble that fuch menaces muft draw on a  rupture, and 

would therefore induce his mafter to recede from his late demand of ihat place 

for thfe month o f  January, and doubted not but with a little patience he fhould 

amicably accommodate that affair. Upon which I defired he would tell me 

plainly what he propofed to reduce the king of Spain to. H e afwered, that for 

ihe prelent a l l  he could hope for was to prevail upon him to dcclare to me, that 

be no longer infifled upon his demand for the month o f January, but muft be 

contented to wait three or four months longer, and that afterwards (he Rip-* 

perda, faid) I might be abfblutely affured he would by degrees lead his mafter 

to accommodate that matter entirely to his majefly’s Vatisfaftion. But upon my 

telling him that fuch a declaration would be entirely ineffeClual, as carrying 

ftill with it an air o f threatning, and not removing the diffidence abovcmen- 

tioned in our merchants, and that therefore if  his catholick majefty fincerely 

defired to live in friendfhip and confidence with his majefty, he muft declare 

that the affair o f G i b r a l t a r  fliall never caufe a rupture betwixt them, whether 

ever it be reftored or no, he beg’d I would put an entire confidence in 

him, and judge by his behaviour in this affair o f the fincerity in every thing 

clfe: he added, that he would go immediately to their catholick majeftys, and 

would employ to the utmoft his whole credit with them for the procuring me 

an agreeable anfwer upon this aff’air, which he would give me the next 

day.

Accordingly the next morning, I received a ktter from him, excufing his 

not being able to come to me by reafon o f  his gout, and begging to fee me at 

his houfe at fix o ’clock. As loon as I got thither, he told me he had faithfully 

executed every thing he had promifed me, and even ventured his credit with 

their catholick majeftys,* in pufhing that alFair farther than 1 could have e x - 

pfcfted from him. He faid he had not fucceeded entirely to hî s fatisfaftion, 

being afraid that it would not be altogether to mine, tho’ aŝ . to himfelf, he was 

abfolutely affured of having enurely obviated any inconvcniency from that 

matter for the future. He begun then by telling me what had paff'ed in his

4 E 2 audience,

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 571



Period IV. audience, which having, as he faid, lafted above two hours, folely upon tht* 
1727 to 1730. jQ repeat. But the fubftance o f it was, that the king o f  Spain

had only ordered him to declare to me, that he would ftill wait three months 

beyond that o f  January, the^time laft infifted upon for the rcftitution o f that 

place, but that from himfelf, and in the greateft confidence, he could pofitively 

affure me, that the king o f Spain would certainly never break with his majefty 

upon the affair o f Gibraltar, His reafons for it were, that upon afking the king 

o f  Spain what he would do in cafe Gibraltar was not returned withiti the A ree 

mcuiths laft limited, he anfwered, that he would then give three more, and after 

that, three more, & c . and upon being ftrongly prefTed to declare his inten­

tions, in cafe o f  its never being reftored at all, he, tho* with much repugnance 

and difficulty, brought him to promife pofitively not to break with his ma- 

jefty  upon that account, but at the fame time, charged him (Ripperda) not to 

let me know any thing o f what had thus paffed between them, nor make any 

other declaration to me, than that o f the three months; adding, that if  his in­

tentions were once, knowri in England, he fliould afterwards defpair o f  any 

fuccefs. This Ripperda told me, I might, in the greateft confidence, acquaint 

your lordfhip withall, and defired, at the fame time, you would plcafe to beg 

his majefty would be affured o f the truth o f  what he had advanced to me, 

and that he anfwered and engaged his life for the bringing the king o f Spain, in 

a Ihort time, to confent to the declaration propofed by.me as above. In fhort, 

my lord, ’ tis abfolutely impoffible in nature, for any one to make fairer pro- 

mi fes, or ftronger proteftations o f zeal and good will, but with what fince- 

rity, feems doubtfull. Before I leave this bufinefs, I fliould mention his hav­

ing often repeated to me the emperor’s declaration to him upon his leaving 

Vienna, viz. that in cafe the king o f  Spain defired it, he would renew his in- 

ftances, in the ftrongeft manner, to his majefty for the reftitution o f Gibraltar, 

and if  thofe ftiould prove ineffeftual, and his catholick majefty thought fit to 

declare war upon {hat account, he, the emperor, would affift him in it, with his 

■whole force.

A s to the affair o f Oftend, he faid he fhou’ d be glad to treat with me upon 

it, and did not doubt but we fhould find fome expedient for the accom ­

modating that matter to the fatisfadion o f  his majefty and the ftates gejieral. 

H e  told me, that t^e king o f  Spain had already, by his advice, offered to the 

Dutch his mediation betwixt them and the emperor, by a letter from fignior 

Orendayn, of the day before, to their ambaffador here, o f  which the inclofed is a

copy.
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copy. H e faid further, that the expedient he had fixed upon, and brought the Period IV, 

enop’eror to agree to, was the limiting the Oftend company to a certain finall 

number o f  fhips, not to fufFcr them to make any eftablilhment or iettlements Ripperda. 

in the Indies; to give to the Eiiglifh and Diftch, equal priviledges of entering 

into aH Spanilh ports in the Eaft Indies with thofe o f the emperor’s fubje£ls, 

and laftly, to lower the duties upon Dutch ipiccs brought into Spain, with 

fome other advantages to the EngUfli in their comincrce here.

I am afraid that thehafte I write in, will make this account oT my converfa- 

tion K i t h  the duke o f  Ripperda appear very confufcd to your lordOiip, and 

that the length o f this letter will have tired your patience. But as the prcfent 

dilcourfes and proteftations of this new minifter are fo diametrically oppofite 

to all his former ones, I thought myieif obliged to be more circumftantial in 

relating them than I ftiould otherwife have needed to have been, tho’ I have 

omitted ten thoufand things, that from the mouth o f any ovher perfon in his 

flation would have deferved taking particular notice of. The fubflance o f h is ' 

whole difcourfes may be reduced to his moll pofitivc and folemn affurancesof 

there being no treaty or promife o f marriage for don Carlos with ajiy o f  the 

arch-dutcheffes for feparate and feeret engagements, or articles entered into 

between the courts o f Vienna and Madrid, o f any kind whatfoever; his 

avowed inveterate and irreconcilable hatred to France, and moft erncit defire 

and refolution o f cultivating the ftriBeft union and friendfhip betwixt his ma- 

jefty, the king o f Spain, and ftates general, without requiring any thing from 

his majefty, inconfiftent with his late engagements entered into by the treaty 

o f  Hanover, and his lledfaft refolution o f  not beginning a warr; his pofitive 

declarations o f  never not only not countenancing or affiiling the pretender, 

but o f  difcovering to me whatever dcfigns were carrying in his favour, that 

fliall come to his knowledge, with the ftrongeft aflurances o f his accomniodau 

ing fpeedily the affair o f Gibraltar to his majefly’s fatisfafcUon.

A s to myfelf in particular, he profeffes the ftri£telt friendfliip and confidence,, 

alluring me tuat he defires to live'in  the greatell intimacy with me, and that 

he will open to me his heart and all his fecrets without any refervc, and with 

more fmcerity and confidence than to any other man in the world befides. H e 

fays he is fenfiblc. o f his not having another friend in all Spain (which is moft 

certainly true) and that confequently fhould he be engaged in a*wajr, the dif- 

apjjointments and oppofitions that every one in employment would induf- 

trioufiy fWng in the way o f the execution and fuccefs o f every undertaking o f
his.
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Period IV. his, muft infallibly make it mifcarry, and confequently fpeedily ruin him with 

catholick majcftys, that therefore his only fecurity muft be to live in piace,' 

in hopes thereby to merit the favour and protefilion o f  the foreign powers, in 

order to fupport himfelf againft the powerful faftions, which he is fure will 

never ceafe attacking him at'home. I muft confcfs, my lord, that alV thefe 

confidences srnd molt folemn profelfions (altho’ they may deferve fome atten­

tion) have not weight enough with me to make me depend upon the fincerity o f 

themj fo thorough and direQ. a change feems too ludden to be natural, nor can I 

reconcile what I thus hear him lay to what I fee him do, it being mo/l ap­

parently evident that all imaginable preparations are carrying on with the utmoft 

diligence, and at a prodigious expence for the entring upon a war. They are 

not only fortifying all their frontier towns towards France, but even thofe to­

wards Portugal, together with Cadiz, where (as your lordfhip will fee, by the 

enclofed letter from that conful) M ari’s fquadron, confifting o f  four men o f  

war and two frigates, are ordered to be in readinefs to put to fca in all the month 

o f  February. T hey are .going to augment their troops, by adding five men 

more to each company, and have a large field train o f artillery, together with all 

forts o f warlike preparations, as magazines, tents, & c . getting ready with the 

utmoft diligence; and in Ihort, my lord, I can truly affure you, that the queen’s 

confefTor, the marquis de Caftelar, and all thofe who are moft in the queen’s 

confidence, have pofitively atTured Monteleon, tiiat a war with England and 

France was abfolutely refolvcd upon. From all which, and from fundry other 

moft credible informations o f the like nature, I am led to believe that all thofe 

fair fpeeches and promifcs o f  Ripperda are defigned purely to amufe his ma- 

jefty, in hopes thereby to make him fufpend for fome months his fca prepa­

rations, in order to their getting home in fafety their galleons and flota, that 

are both expetled at Cadiz by the end o f  June next, with an immenfe quantity 

o f  money, upon the reception o f  which all their poflible means o f  carrying on 

a'̂ < war entirely depends. Thefe confiderations would lead me (if  I durtt 

prefume to offer my fentiments in fuch matters) humbly to propofe to his m a- 

je fty ’s confideration, whether it might not be advifeable to take advantage o f  

their prefent fears for their faid galleons and ilota, by vigoroufly infifting, both 

in his majefty’s and the king o f France’s name, upon an immediate and 

thorough expranation from bis catholick majefty, o f  his intentions as to peace 

or war, in order to the quieting the minds o f their fubjeSs, and freeing 

them from the extreme detriment caufed to their trade by being thus kept

in
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in fufpeuce as to the fecurity they may find for their fhips in the ports o f JV. 
Spaifi. i7»7toi7jo.

W hilfl I am now writing, M r. Stalpart is con>e to me, fent from the abbe Rippcrda. 

de Montgon to acquaint me with his having been informed by a good hand, 

that a (Courier has been difpatched this evening from this court to that o f Paria, 

with the propofals o f an accommodation between them, on condition that the 

court o f France enters immediately into a defenfive and an oftlulive alliance, 

in order to the carrying on a religious wavr in Germ any. The laid abbe fays, 

he is purfuaded o f the truth o f this account, tho’ he is equally o f this propo- 

fal’s being made exprefsly and folely with the view of raifing jealoufics betwixt 

his majcfty and France, which was the reafon o f his thus acquainting me with 

it, for fear it fhould come to my knowledge by other means, and confequently 

make me fufpetl his having entered into that affair: he added, that he was 

fully convinc’d o f  this court’s being determined not to be reconciled with that 

o f  France, and that therefore whatever propofals they fiiould make, could be 

defigned at beft only to amufe and gain time.

It has not been poffible for me to come at the difcovery .of the particulars 

o f  any defign carrying on either by this court or the Jacobites here in favour 

o f the pretender, and I am entirely perfuaded, that nothing o f that nature has 

as yet come to the knowledge o f the Ruffian miniiter here, by m»ans o f whofc 

fecretary, I cannot fail o f being acquainted with every thing that paffes through 

his hands. I intend in a day or two to put the finccrity o f the duke de R ip- 

perda’ s profcffions to a tryall, by infifting with him upon the immediate recall 

o f  Pozobueno, and o f the replacing him by Monteieon or marqui î Maxi.

T H E  E M P E R O R  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF R I P P E R D A .

Congratulates him on being appoinied fecretary o f  jla lc.

(De Vienne ce 29 Janvier, 1726.} D O N  Charles par la Clemcnce divine Walpole 

empereur des Romains, toujours augufte, roy d'Allcmagne, de Caftillc, de 

Leon. d’ Arragon, des deux Siciles, de Jerufalem, dc Boheme, Hongrie, Dal- Official trau/-
• 1 1 1 I k 1 lilttoftjTO fit

matie, Croacie et des Indes, archiduc d Autnche, due de Bourgogne, ae Spam/h. 

Milan, et de Brabant, comte -de Flandres, & c .

Illuftriffime due Ripperda, coufin. Par v6tre lettre du 26 Deccmbre 

dernier, vous me faites part de la confiance et diftinftiort que Ic fereniffime 

feigneur roy d ’Efpagne mon bon frerc et coufin a faite de votrc pcflbnne, en

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.

vous



PetiodlV. vous avan^ant a la ftcretairerie d ’eftat, ct de la depeche avec I’expedilion 

i7« ^ ^ 73o. maticres cftrangeres^ et comprennant dans les circonftances d ’ line ri lage 

eleftion le jufte motif d ’ icelle a caufe de vos merites et des epreuves de v6tre 

z61e et fidelite. Apres avoir rc9eu dans mon efprit royal vos exprefliions, je  

viens  ̂ vous declarer ma reconnoifTance pour icelies, et pour voire R)rt, en 

vous aflKirant de ma bienvcillance et royal penchant a tout ce qui peut eftre ’ 

p our v6tre confolation: et parce que ma volonte et efprit royal font portes 

(pat les liens eftroits de parentage et amiti6 avec le dit feigncur roy mon bon 

frere) a fa plus grande gloire, feuretc et fausfadion, j ’accepie avec«'toute 

complaifance I’avis que vous me donnez de fa royale refokition d ’arrenger 

fes finances et I’eflat de ia marine; agreant pareillement les dcmonflrations 

avec les quelles fon fouvenir royal juftifie par tout, fa fcrmete et conftance 

dans le foutien des communs interets: fur le quel fujet vous entendrez plus 

au long ce qui fe pafl'e par mon chancellier de cour comte de Sinze'ndorf, et ne 

pouvant douter que votre entendement, et connoiflance ne s’exercent toujours 

dans le louable pr,opos dt la paix, et dans le cours des communs avantages, j c  

veux vous renouveller I’afTeurance de mon fouvenir cefarien et de fes effets 

cn ce qui pourra ellre dorefenavant pour votre fatisfaftion.

M o y  LE R o y .

In Ae empe- Encore une fois je  me felicite de v6tre heureufe arrivce, puifque je  fuis feur, 

hand wrUing, '̂^  ̂ ce fera pour le plus grand fervice du roy votre maitre, et pour toujours 
augmenter I’ union des interets des deux couronnes. E t comme il ne fe 

paffe aujourd'huy rien de particulier outre ce que vous apprendrez par mon 

chancellier de cour, je  me fuis fervi d’ une autre main; fouhaitant de continuer 

cette correfpondance dans la fuite, et vous afl'urant de mon affe&ion et con- 

fiance en votre perfonne.

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  T O  T H E  D U K E  N E W C A S T L E .

Ripperia mentions the purport o j the fecret articles in the treaty o f Vienna.

MY LORD, M»drid, February 4th, 1726, N. S.

Harrington '^ W O  pofts being yet wanting here from England, I am ftill without any 

commands from your grace or lord Townlhend. T h e  fecond (hitherto

Draught, fecret) treaty betvJixt the emperor and the king o f  Spain, will, as the duke de 

Ripperda told me two days ago, foon be made publick. It confifts, ac­

cording
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. m

cording to his reprefentation o f it to me, o f three particular articles, befides Period IV. 

the general one o f a perpetual alliance defenfi^ve and offenfive, viz. t .  An 

engagement on the-part o f Spain to fupport and maintain tlic company o f  O f-  Ripperda. 

tender 2. An engagement on the part o f the tfmperor (as an equivalent for 

the former) to procure Gibraltar fox the king o f  Spain, by good offices if  pof- 

fible, but i f  they prove inefFeQuall, by open force. 3. The adjuftment o f the 

fuccours to be reciprocally furnifhed in cafe o f a war, viz. on the part o f the 

emp«ror thirty thoufand men to be aftually fent by him into Spain. On die 

part o f Spain, money to be fent for the payment o f the like number of troops 

'wherefoever the emperor fhould think fut to employ them. I ’his' treaty was 

concluded foon after the firft, but thought not proper to be diinilged ’ till it 

became neceflary in order to frighten the Dutch from acceeding to the treaty 

o f  Hannover.

T H E  P R E T E N D E R  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  R I P P E R D A .

Reque^s him to confult the duke o f Ormond.— Decries cardinal Albrroni.

(D e Rome ce 9 Fevrier, 1726.) M O N  coufin. J ’ai appris avec d’auw 

tant plus de fatisfaftion les marques diftinguees de confiance dont le roy ca- 

tholique vous a honore dcpuis votre retour en Efpagne, que voftre amitie pour 

moy, dont jc  fuis bien informe, m’engage a m’interrelTer particulierement i  

VOS advantages’ prefentes, et a les icgarder mefme comme les miennes propres. 

J e  vous prie d ’efcouter le due d’ Ormonde fui- des maticres dont il ne convient 

pas d ’e(crire hors de cyfre, et d'avoir pour luy une confiance entierc fur tout 

ce qui me regarde, ce qu’ il vous aura appris par rapport a la r̂ -ine, ct ce quc 

j ’ay efte oblige d ’en efcrire moy mefme au roy cadiolique me difpcr.fera de 

vous en entretenir icy longuenKint. J ’efpere que les bons conlieils de leur ma- 

jcftes catholiques contribueront a la rammener fon devoir, et la detacheront 

de ceux qoi ne cherchent qu’a nous perdre I’un et I’autre, ct fi j ’avois fuivic 

les conceils du cardinal Alberony, ils n’auroient que trop reuffi; j ’ay efte ne- 

ceffitc d’efcrire fortement contre ce cardinal au roy, mais j ’aurois cru manqucr

il luy aufli bien qu’k moy fi je  n’avois parlc clairement fur fon fujct. Con­

tinue moy je  vous prie voftre amitie dans la quelle j ’ay la plus grande con­

fiance, et foyes perfuade de la fincerite de la mienne et de m'̂  parfaitte gra­

titude. Voftre afFeftione coufiJi|
J a c q u e * R .

Walpole
Papers.

Copy.
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PeriodlV. W I L L I A M  S T A N H O "P E  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E .
1747 JO 1730.

"V— V  Ripperda's promifes.

MY L O R D ,  M a d rw , F eb ru ary  1 1 ,  1 7 * 6 , N .  S .

Harringtpn ^ L T H O ’ the domeftick I difpatched to your grace upon the 27th o f  

December laft, returned hither three days ago with the letters you did me 

Draught, the honbur to write to me by him upon the 13th o f January, O . S. I muft beg 

leave to defer for a few days, or ’ till the next poft (in cafe I have nothing 

worth difpatching an exprefs withall fooner) giving your grace an account o f  

the fuccefs I have met withall in the execution o f  the orders brought me by 

him; the duke de Ripperda having demanded three or four days time to can- 

fider upon what I had reprefented to him in confequence o f  the faid orders, 

after which he promifed 1 ftiould receive his catholick majefty’ s fentiments and 

determination thereupon. In the mean time, I  thought proper to acquaint 

your grace, that the faid minifter continues to exprefs himfelf 10 me cxaftly in 

the fame terms as fofmerly' and as a proof o f  his fincerity, affures me, that he 

has taken the advahtage o f their catholick majellys’ refentment againft the pre­

lender, upon his late ill ufage o f his wife, to perfwa(Je them to take away his 

penfion, which is aftually done; and as he pofitively promifes, lhall never be 

renewed. l i e  fays he will fpeedily do the fame thing with thofe o f the duke 

o f  Ormond and the reft o f  the Jacobites here. H e tells me alfo, that the king 

o f Spain has aCtually confentcd to the recal o f P ozo-Bueno; and that another 

will be appointed to fucceed him fpeedily, and hopes it may be Monteleon, tho’ 

their catholick msyeftys arc more difpofed to fend him tg Turin.

A ll other matters remain here exaftly in the fame fituation as when I had the 

honour to write laft to your grace, excepting only that the duke de Ripperda’s 

authority increafes daily: he has lately taken the marine affairs into his own 

hands, by annexing that office to his own, arwi feems at prefent to turn 

utmoft application towards the getting together a fleet for the fummer, for 

which purpofe he has madie feveral contrafts for the buying up o f  ihips in 

Italy and in the north, and, as I am credibly informed, has fent to St. Ander 

to offer money for the M ufcovite ones at pr^fent in tJiat port.

5«6 m e m o i r s  o f  s i r  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .

T H B



O R I G I N A L  C O R H E S P O N D E I^ C E .

Period 17. 
1727101730,

V— »
Ripperdft.
Walpole
Papers.

I -

T H E  P R E T E N D E R  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF  R I P P E R D A .

Recommends the duke o f Wharton.

(D e Rome ce 4 Mars, 1726.) L E  due de Y^harton n’ aura pas befcan de 

recommendations aupres de vous. V ous connoiflcs fon merite et (on credit cn 

Angleterro, ct fon fincere attachment k moy ne vous le rendra p/s, je  fuis fure, 

moins eftimablc. Jc I'envoye en Efpagne pour reprcfentcr k leurs majeftcs 

cathoHques ce qui regarde mes interefts dans une coiijonClure aufli critique, 

et jeV ou s prie de lui donner vos coufeils, et de I’appuyer de tout voftre cre­

dit aupres d e  VOS maiftres. Je fuis plus fenfible, que je  ne puis vous I’exprimer, 

a  tout ce qu’il m’a dh de voftre zcle et amitie pour, moy, ct j ’y  place d’autant 

plus de cdnfiance qu’il fcmble qu'il ne manque que mon r^tabliffement pour 

riiettre le comble a voftre propre gloire, et pour rendre le roy catholique le 

plus grand prince de I’ univers. Je n’entreray icy en aucun detail, me remet-v 

tant au d u e  de W harton k vous entretenir de touttes mes affaires politiqucs et 

domeftiques. J ’efpere tout de vos bonnes offices, ct je  voijs prie de conter fur 

la fincerit^ de ma gratitude ct amiti^.
J a c <2o e s , R .

T H E  E M P E R O R  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF R I P P E R O A . *

Commends his zeal and good fervices.

VVC DE RIPPERDA COtJSIN. U  9 Mirs, n»6.

J p A R  les deux couriers extraordinaiics votre  fils m 'a remis les deux voftres 

du 12 et 20 Janvier par les quclles j ’ay remarquc, a ma grande fatis- 

fa£tion (quoique j ’en fuffe toujours certain^ combien voftre zcle et applica­

tion continuelle contribucnt a I’avancement de la monarchic Efpagnolc, et i  

eftablir toujours plus fermement I’ union de mes interets avec ceux den vos 

mattres, et vous pofez la feureie des efFe'ts en divers points elTentiels, fur Icj 

quels, pour n’avoir pas alfez de tems, j e  vous fais repondre par mon chancel- 

licr de cour; comm e auffi j ’ay donne ordre S mon ambaftadeur de conf6rcr 

avec vous fur divers points impoftans, et mon efprit agreant avec reconnoif- 

fance votre diligence, travail, et fatigues pour le commun bien, je  me felicite 

de la confiaiicc m eritee que les t r o y s  mes freres mettent en v6tre p crfo n n e,f The king 
c t  de la voIoHie qu’ ils confervent dans notre reciproque. union et amiti6, la

•  Official tranflatioii from the Spamlh original, in die hand-writing of the emperor.
4 r 2 quelle

Walpole.
Paper*.



Periodiv. quelle je  conferveray tres finceretnent par inclination ct par tous ces liens fi 

f^^^^i73?*etroits qui nous uniflcnt; vous reiterant mon affeftion, et la confiance que jc  

mets en votre perfonne, et mon bon fouvenir en ce qui pourra vous donner 

la plus grande fatisfaQion.

M o i LE R o y?

5i8 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E .

Confirms tht account given by Ripperda by the te/limony o f the Dutch em h^a- 

dor.— ConiuB of, and intelligencefrom Ripperda.

M y  LORD, Madrid, March *5, 1716, N. S,

Harrington J  Received together by the laft poll the honour o f two letters from your 

Papers. grace, one o f  the 17th February, and the other o f the 2zd O . S. I  am 

Draught, extreamly obliged to your grace for having been pleafed to communicate to me 

in the firft o f  them the late addreffes o f the two ho.ufes o f parliament, and I  

doubt not but the concern which the nation fliews for his majefty’s honour, 

and their vigorous, ‘declarations o f  exerting themfelves to the utmoft in pro- 

tefting and defending the German dominions, in cafe o f any infult or attack, 

will efFedually fhew to the world the folly o f  thofe who may have vainly flat­

tered themfebtes with the hopes o f fo wife and gratefull a nation’s being ca­

pable o f not looking upon the honour and interefts o f ĥe beft o f kings as in- 

leparable from their own. It was with the greateft fatisfaftion that 1 learnt 

by your grace’ s faid letter, that mine o f the 4th o f February had in feme fort 

contributed to the fuccefs o f  the aforefaid refolutions, and had I forefeen that 

fuch a ule would have been made o f  it, I fiiould have taken care to have 

llrcngthened my aflertions with the concurring teftimony o f  the Dutch am- 

baffadorhere, who the fame day writ the very fame things to monfieur Fagell, 

iis your grace v ill fee by the inclofed letter, which I received from him 
yelterday.

Upon obfeiVing that the laft Dutch gazete had brought an account o f  what 

had pafs’ d in the houfe o f lards in relation to my faid letter, I immediately 

took the pretext o f an affair lately happened in the commerce at Barcelona, 

of feeing the duke de Ripperda, whom I found a little diffatisfyed at publifh- 

ing in the gaztts matters o f fuch confidence, which, as he pretended, he had 

Communicated to me in confidence, tho’ without pretending that I had in the 

leaft mifrcprefented what had pafs’d between us, excepting only that the 30,000

men



men to be fent hither by the emperor, were mentioned in the faid gazette to be Period IV. 

defigned exprefsiy for the taking o f  Gibrahar, whereas he only faid, they were to»730*

to affill the king o f Spain in general, which I owned to be true and agreeable Ripperda. 

to what I had the honour to write to your grace^ and that confequently the 

other ifferiion muft have been a miftake in the prints. I (hall not fail to ex­

ecute his majeftie’ s commands, fignified to me in your gracc’s letk;r in cypher 

o f  the 22d pall, O . S.

Matters here are in the greateft confufion, nor is it poffible for me, at Icaft, to 

form amy judgement upon the intentions of this court as to peace or war. On the 

one hand, it is not only moft certain, but notorious to all the world, that the 

emperor’s ambaffador here is highly diflatisfyed with the duke de Ripperda, 

and complains publickly o f  his having deceived the court o f Vienna in not 

furnifhing the money promifed by him, who excufes himfclf upon the impofli- 

biUty o f doing it in the prefent bad ftate o f his catholick majefty’ s revenues, 

o f  which he yefterday gave the moft convincing proof, by putting a total Hop 

to all payments whatfoever (the fame thing as fhuttii?g up the exchequer with 

us) which has put the whole nation, particularly the moneyed men, to whom 

large fums are owing, into the greateft confternation and defpair imaginable.

It is alfo certain, that the king is extremely agitated and uneafy, and has dayly 

dilputes and quarrels with the queen, who does i\othing but cryJTrom morn­

ing till night. On t\ie other hand, orders are given for the forming a 

camp with all expedition o f 12,000 men, betwixt Siguenza and Soria, go 

leagues from Madrid, and about as much from Pampeluna, Fontarabia, 

and St. Sebaftian, and not much more from the neareft parts o f  Catalonia, 

which gives reafon to believe, that thofe troops are thus placed to march to 

either o f the frontiers upon any motion on the part o f  France.

Great magazins are alfo making in the laid places, and a large train o f  ar­

tillery o f 30 pieces o f cannon is ordered immediately from Barcelona, which 

I believe is, by this time, upon its march: h o w r e c o n c i le  1‘uch au expence 

to the prefent want o f money, is the great difficulty, efpccially to Ripperda'f 

having but two dayi fince, moft folemnly protefted to me, that he was in no 

want o f money, but gave out his being fo, purely to oblige thereby the em­

peror not to.think upon entering upon a war. The late duke o f Orm ond is 

as affiduous as ever at court, tho’ I don’t find that any o f his projefts have been 

as yet hearkened to, much lefs approved of; and Ripperda told me the other
day.

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE^ 58^



Period I V .d a y, that to remove all jcaloufies upon his account, in cafe I infifted upop it in 
^17101730.^.  ̂majefty’s name, he would immediately make him quit Spain.

T he three M ufcovite ftips are, I believe, already failed from St. Andero.

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E .
%

Infolent and weak conduB, o f the duke o f Ripper da.— Situation and views o j

the Spanijh court.

M V  LORD, Madrid, April i t , 1716, V .C .

Harrington meffenger, Gordon, arrived here upon the 4th inftant, at night, with
Paperi. difpatches to me o f  the 7th o f  the laft month, O . S. and as

Draught, you was pleafed to direft me to fend him back again with all pofEble expedi­

tion, I have not kept him longer with me than was abfolutely neceflary ftff put­

ting in execution the orders I received by him from your grace.

I  wifli, my lord, tho’ I dare not promile it, that the accounts I am going to 

give your grace o f  the Etuation o f aflFairs here, and o f  the difpofitions o f this 

court as they appe'ar to me to be at prei’ent, may anfwer your expe£lation, by 

clearing up in fome meafure the uncertainty o f  how farr the parties to the 

treaty o f Vienna, and particularly Spain, will venture to put their defigns 

againft his aiajefty in execution. For altho’ I flatter m yfelf with the hopes 

o f  being able to forih a pretty furc judgement o f  the^prefent difpofitions o f  

this court, I have almoft as litde ceruinty from thence o f  what they will be 
a  fortnight hence, as 1 have of knowirvg what the wind will then be, from 

feeing how it is at prefent. This uncertainty proceeds, my lord, from having 

a  minifter at the head o f affairs here, upon whole veracity no fort o f  dependance 

can be had, and what is ftill worfe, who upon no fixt fcheme, but entangled 

in the rafli engagements he has entered into, which he ;.u(l; himfelf impoffible 

to fulfill (from the difappointments his vain hopes have met withall at home, 

and in mofl o f  the courtfesisf Europe) a perdu la tramontane et vit aujour la 

journee.

But the better to explain what I have thus advanced, m  alfo to ftrengthen 

the probability o f  my not being deceived in the judgement I am going to lay 

before you, o f  the prcfcnt difpofitions o f  this court, it is neceffary for me to 

give your graee a fhort account o f the conduft and difcourfes o f  the duke o f 

Riperda, ever fince'his return'£rpm Vienna.

Y ou r
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Y6ur grace will have obferved from my former letters the inruppoitable in- Period IV. 

folence that appeared in all his difcourfes upon his firft entrance into the mi- 

niftry, with what extravagance he extolled the irre^flable force o f the emperor, Ripperd*. 

and th® inexhauftible riches o f the king o f Spain, which joyned, were not only 

capable o f  counterbalancing the reft o f  the powers o f  Europt*, but able to 

chaftife thole who fhould hava the boldnefs to difpute receiving the law from 

them ; the pretender was to be font into England, and his majelly and the king 

o f  Priiflia driven out o f  their dominioiis in Germany in one campaign, & c .

Such were his conftant difcourfes then, and as I believe, his real ideas. In­

toxicated with his new honours, and the abfolute authority he found himfelf 

inverted with, he flattered himfelf with aflurances o f  the king o f  Poland’s and 

czarina’s acoellion to the treaty o f Vienna, as alfo that the prefent weaknefs, 

as he was pleafed to call it, o f  the French government, and divifion among 

the minifters, would effeflually prevent that crown’s coming to any vigoroiM 

refolutions, and that the parliament o f England would never approve o f  a warr 

with Spain, nor the Dutch venture to accede to thte treaty o f Hanover, and that 

he himfelf by his fuperior abilities and power, fJiould eafily find the means o f 

drawing from the Spaniards whatever fums o f money he fliould cither want or 

defire. Thefe notions in a w eik  head, naturally infolent and-«ntcrprifing, 

cncouraged him to writq that haughty letter o f  the 23d January, to the ftate* 

general, as alfo to make that indifcreet difcovery o f the jirticles o f  the fccret 

treaty mentioned in my letter of the 4th of February, vainly hoping by fuch 

ill judged bravados, o f  which moR heartiiy r»*pents at prefent, to frighten 

his majefty and the Dutch from purfuing the mealures they were cntring 

into.
This, my lord, I am perfuaded, is a juft reprefentation o f  the way of think­

in g  and a£ting of that minifter, at, and for fome months after his arrival here, 

from wiiich it feems eviien t, that his intentions and relblutions then were to 

oblige by forte the reft o f the powers o f  Europe to fubmitt to whatever laws 

the emperor and king o f Spain fliould think fit to prefcribe to them. But at 

prefent, that matters both abroad and at home, appear to him with a quite dif­

ferent face, that he has loft all hopes from Poland, and that thofe from the 

czarina are become at leaft doubtfull, and that the parliament has fhewn 

the greateft unanimity and vigour for the fupporting his inajefty’s tneafures, 

and the FreiKh ferioufly difpofed to enter upon a warr, and not only the 

Dutch, but feveral others o f the moft confiderable powers o f  Earope, upon
the
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Period rv . the point o f  acceding to the treaty o f Hanover, and what is yet ftill^ o re  

to 1730. ̂ Qrtifving to him, that he finds bimfelf (from the ruined condition o f  his ca- 

tholick majefty’s revenues, ^and the total flop put to all publick credit from 

the diftruft he is in with all mankind) abfolutely impoflibilitted not •only to 

furniOi the fapplies ftipulated for the emperor, but ev<:n to carry on the cur­

rent fervice in the time o f peacc, without the ajTiftance expefled from the flota 

and galeons, which in  cafe o f a warr run the rifque o f falling into other hands. 

H e  has not only entirely changed his way o f talking but o f thinking alfo, and 

is now become as abjeftly fearfull, as he was before imperioufly intrepid, and 

would undoubtedly embrace any poffible expedient for the preventing or put­

ting o ff a war for the prefent. But to find that expedient hoc opus hie labor ejl̂  

•which will eafily be explained by confidering the fituation he is in : as that he 

has for inveterate enemies not only all the other minifters, but th* whole Spanilh 

nation, to whom he has rendered himfelf odious beyond imagination, and that 

lie is by no means agreeable to the king himfelf; that his only fupport and pro- 

teftion is the queen’s favour, which having got by flattering her with the hopes 

and affurances o f  obtaining an archdutchefs for her fon, he is fenfible he muft 

entirely loofe, and confequently his whole fortune upon the lead ftep he fhould 

take towards- weakening thofe hopes, which muft evidently follow from any 

handle given to the emperor for being diffadsfied with this court.

Thefe confiderations do, and I am perfuaded will hinder the duke de R i-  

perda from openly oppoling himfelf to the emperor’ s views and defigns, and 

will lead him to engage his raafter in a war (in cafe the emperor requires it) 

however ruinous to Spain, and contrary to his own fentiments and inclinations: 

nor is there much to be expefted from the king o f Spain himfelf. For altho’ 

he feems fenfible o f the inconveniences falling upon him from the engagements 

be has entered into, and would probably gladly extricate himfelf from them, yet 

the queen’s abfolute afcendant over him, and more ^particularly now that Ihe 

is with child, leaves but little room to hope for his coming to any refolution 

contrary to her inclinations; from all which, I conclude, my lord, that this 

cou/'t is extremely averfe to the entring upon a war at prefent, but that in 

cafe the emperor begins one or draws one upon him, their catbolick majefties 

Jcront caufe tommunt avcc luy.

I fhall now proceed to acquaint your grace with what has paflcd here upon 

the execution o f  the orders contained in your letter to me o f  the 7th paft, O . S. 

which with fome other circumftances, diat I ihall have the honour to lay be­

fore
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fore^you, will, I hope, help to juftifie what I have already advanced, and al- Period IV, 

mofl demonftrate, that nothing but a total improbability ot fucceeding in a war >73̂
in the prefent circumftanccs, will induce this court and that o f Vienna to come Ripperd*. 

even to a fefgned peacc with his majefty, for th^ gaining o f time, and that as 

foon &  ever a more favourable coujun61ure offers, they will not balancc, to 

put in execution their projects and engagements iij favour *of the pre­

tender, & c .

Upon the 7th inftant, I made to his catholick majefty, in an audience I liad 

for tliat purpofc, the declaration ordered me by your grace in your laid letter, 

conforming mylelf as exafily  as was poffible to the very cxpreflion you was 

plcafed to prefcribe, which he heard with fonie little emotion; but replyed, 

that his engagements with the emperor did not hinder him from defiring his 

majefty’s friendlhip, which he would always endeavour to prcferve. T o  which 

I replyed, that I was affured the king (our matter) had always fincerely de- 

fired to live in perfeft friendfliip with his majefty, o f  which he hoped he had’ 

given the moll eilential proofs, but that he could not but be very much fur- 

priled and concerned at the declaration made by the dukc*de Riperda to the 

Dutch ambaflador and mylelf, o f an offenfive alliance between his majefly and 

the emperor, See. T liis’ l  repeated to try if it was poilible to get his catholick 

majeliy either to own or deny dire£lly the faid ofFenfive alliancejir the articles 

o f  it, as declared by Rjperda only, but to no purpofe, “  his catholick majefty 

always anfwering with general affurances o f friendfhip for the king, and defire 

o f  living in peace with him, notwiihftanding his engagements to the emperor, 

from whom, he faid, he would not feparate liimfelf;”  upon which, I retired, 

as not being willing to enter into any further difcourle, having had your grace's 

order not to make any other declaration to the king o f Spain, than the above- 

mentioned one.
In my dilcourfes afterwards with the duke de Riperda (no other miniflei 

being at prelcnt in any fort let into the management or knowledge o f  affairs)

1 made ufe of all the arguments,.your grace had furnifhed me withall, to fliew 

the juft grounds his majelty had to be highly diffatisfied with, and refent the 

alfront and injuries offered to him and his I'ubjetts by the faid fecret offenfive 

alliance, which he might be affured, neither the king nor tlic nation was dif- 

pofed nor neceffitattd to fubmitt to; all which he heard with the greateft pa­

tience, conftantly anfwering in the mildefl manner imaginaUIe. The fubftance 

o f  what he faid, may b;; reduced to— that the lecret alliance complained of, was

vo u  Xi. PAliT 11. 4 G not
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Period IV . not defigned to difturb the peace o f  E urope, which he pretended to proYe by 

i7a7toi73o. tjjat the emperor and king o f  Spain were difpofed and fincerely de-

firoiis to obviate the umbrage taken at the tw o articles o f  O ftend and G ibral­

tar, by offering fuch expediejits, and confenting to fuch conditions as could not 

fail giving entire fatisfadion to his m ajefty and the D utch, provided a n lg o tia - 

tion could be fet on foot for that purpofe either at M adrid, London, or the 

H ag u e; that altho’ the faid alliance bore the name o f  offenfive (as he could 

not but own he faid it did) yet it was in its nature chiefly defenfive, the real in­

tention o f  it not being otherwife; for that altho’ the emperor engages t6 jo y n  

with the king o f  Spain ft)r procuring him Gibraltar from his m ajefty, ’ tis e x - 

prefled in the treaty am icab iliter f i  f i e r i  p o iefi.

Upon which the Dutch ambaffador (who was a)fo prefent) and I aflicd him, 

i f  he had not often repeated to us both the feveral articles o f  the faid fecret of­

fenfive alliance, in the manner he afterwards found them mentioned in the H ol­

land’s gazette, he owned he had, and that what he had told us was tm c, which 

I  am perfuaded (from his confufion and repugnance) he would not have done, 

had he made the difcovery to one o f  us only. A s to the fecret offenfive 

alliance, there is not one foreign minifter here, to whom he has not de­

clared it feveral times, tho’ only to the D utch ambaffador and me any o f  its 

articles.

Riperda, after running over aTl the arguments form erly made ufe o f  by him, 

for entring into a negociation upon the affair o f  O fien d  and G ibraltar, to no 

purpofe, told us he had orders from his catholick majefty to propofe a general 

congrefs, and that we would immediately write to know the fentimentS o f  our 

courts thereupon. W e  replyed,* that we could not fee the purpofe o f  fuch a p ro- 

pofal, unlefs it w’as the gaining o f  time, for that he might be affured our matters 

would never fuffer either the affair o f G ibraltar or that o f  the O ftend company 

to be debated upon there, and that thofe points once adjufted, we did not fee 

what remained to be regulated. H e anlwered, many, as the giving frefti force 

to the preventions taken for hindring the uniting in the fame perlbn the crowns 

o f  France and Spain, by m aking new renunciations. See. as alfo for e ffeS u ally  

preventing the like union o f  the Auftrian dominions with thofe o f  the Spanifh 

monarchy, by the moft authentick renunciations: I mention this anfwer only 

for the fake o f  the l if t  elaufe, which feems to imply a marriage concerted for 

don Carlos with an arch-dutchefs.

B u t to return to the affair o f  G ibraltar and O ftend, the whole purport o f

what
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what he faid upon them, was the repeating to us, that nothing could ever re- Period iv . 

duce.the emperor to revoke his patent given to the Oftend company, nor the 

king o f  Spain not to infift upon the rettitiuion o f  Gibraltar, and that any in - Rippcrda. 

fult or injury done to cithes o f  thofe princes, w ould be looked upon by the 

other as done to himfelf, and equally refcnted. M e owned, however, that in 

his particular, he looked upon the propofal o f  removing the O flcnd company 

to T riefle , S ee. as reafonablc, and what the emperor might be fatisfyed with; 

and that his catholick majefty would be glad to find the emperor o f  the fame 

opinion, and had defired count K onigfeck to propofe it at Vienna, and let him 

know as foon as polfible his m after's fentiments thereupon. T o  which we rc- 

p lyed, that fince his catholick m ajefly found that propofal reafonable, we 

hoped, in cafe the em peror fhould rejefl it, his catholick m ajefty would not 

think him felf any longer obliged to engage in a war upon account o f  that com ­

pany, he having done all that in ju llice  could be required from him, in ob­

taining (iich terms for his ally, as in reafon he ought to be fatisfyed withall. H e 

anfwered, that whatever his catholick m ajefty’ s fentiments and refohuions 

w ere, he could not make fuch a declaration, without fisft tonfuUing the 

emperor.

T his court’ s thus readily coming into, and highly approving o f  an expedient, 

which in itfe lf is really no more than what was never difputed to the emperor, 

fhews plainly their defign by it, o f  gaining time upon the pretexT o f  waiting 

for the opinion o f  thr cm irt o f  Vienna thereupon.

AUho’ what I had the honour to sflirm in the beginning o f  this letter, o f  

R ip erd a’s fincere dcfire o f accom modating matters for the prefent, and that 

he would for that purpofe contribute to the utmoft o f  his power, even by 

abandoning the emperor (could he do it without loofmg the queen) appears 

to me, every day m ore and more unque/tionable, for the reafijns above al­

ledged. I can’t, however, hope for any fort o f good from thence; it being 

equally evident, that his own inclinations are as bad as ever, and that it is 

purely the prefent utter im probability o f fucceeding in a war, that makes him 

wilh for peace, the which, how ever, he dares not take the neceffary Heps for 

obtaining, and that confequently all forts o f  treachery and mifchievous defigns 

are to be expected from him, as a p roof o f  which, I fliall give two inftances.

T h e  receiving and careffing the duke o f  W harton, who comes dire6lly from  

R om e, with propul;ils to this court from the pretender, from whom he (W h ar­

ton) received  the garter, wilh which he appears publickly. ’ T h e  order, which

4 a 2 your
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Period IV. yo u r grace will fee by M r. B la ck ’s enclofed letter, has been publiflied at 

r;ifli'7. for fitting out privateers, as in the year 17 18 . From which, I tak f the 

liberty to give it as my humble opinion (which I (bould not have prelum e d 

to do in matters o f  fuch confequence, without your grace’ s exprefs commands 

for fo doing) that no time friould be loft in bringing matters to an ifiue^ for 

that otherwife upon the arrival o f  the flota and galeon.s expefcted here*by the 

end o f  ]une“, a war will be inevitable, which it is polfiblc the emperor, i f  

pufhed, would not at prefent engage him fclf in, from the impolFibiluy he fees 

on the part o f  Spain, without the flota and galeons, o f  furnifhing the fupplies 

Itipulated, o f  which his ambalTador here loudly complains, and publicldy re­

proaches Riperda with brcach o f  promife to the em peror.

Having fince my writing thus far, been informed that the duke o f Wharton 

had been yefterday in conference with Ripperda, I thought proper to fee 

that minifter before the departure of this meffenger, in order to be able to tell 

your grace by him, what turn this court gives to an affair that muft make 

fuch noife in the world, as that o f the arrival o f an ambalfador in form from 

the pretender; which is 'th e  title at prefent given to the duke o f Wharton. 

Ripperda began by protefting to me (as he had done three days ago) that he 

knew nothing of the duke o f W harton’ s having left Vienna, till he was adualiy 

arrived at Madrid, and that their catholick majefties were as ignorant o f it as 

himfelf. proceeded, by faying that Wharton told him yefterday, that he 

was charged with a commiffion o f importance from .the pretender to their 

catholick majefties, and*therefore defired to procure him an audience affoon 

as poffible, which he, Ripperda, promifed to inform their catholick majeftys 

of, and bid him return this night for the anfwer. Ripperda fays, that the 

principal part o f W harton’s commiffion, is to demand leave for the pretender 

to pafs immediately into Spain; but that their catholick majeftys fo far from 

granting his requeft, have ordered him, Ripperda, to tell the duke o f W har­

ton, that they cannot receive any propofitions from the pretender, nor even 

give audience to any minifter from him, and that he would therefore do well 

to return fpeedily from whence he came'.

Y our grace will not believe, I think, great credit is to be given to thefe 

difcourfes o f  Ripperda, it not being eafy to imagine that his intimate friend 

would come hither without advifing him, and having his approbation o f it be­

forehand. iVeither is it to be fuppofed that the duke o f Wharton wou’d have 

publickly taken the garter (with which be was inftalled yefterday in great ce­

remony
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remony by the late duke o f  O rm onde) and thereby render his return to E n - Period JV. 

gland impraflicable, without profpeft o f fome expedition’s being on foot, and 

fpeedily to be executed in favour o f  the pretender, which is not poflible to Rjppefda. 

fuppofe could be negociated without the concurrence and affiftance o f  this 

court, tho’ I cannot find any rcafon to believe tlfat any attempt tan be made 

fio m lien ce, but have grounds to fufpett that the dcfign is from Flanders,

R ipperda having owned to me, that the pretender has dcmandc’d o f  the em­

peror leave to go BruffcUs, and as the late duke o f Ormonde talks o f going 

fpeedily to Rom e, W harton to Vienna, and general Seflan to A ix  la Chapelle,

I  am "^erfwaded the rendezvous is to be in Flanders.

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E .

R ip p erd a  rem oved 'fro m  the Juperintendance o f  the fn a n c c s .

MY LORD, Madrtd, May 13, 3716,

J  H ave not received any commands from your grace, fince I i?ad the honour Harrington 

to w rite to you laft upon the 6th inftant, by G ould the meffcnger, by 

whom I acquainted you with the duke de R ipperda’s having been, and then Draught. 

continuing ftill to be in danger o f  being difgraced: I alio, at the fame time, 

mentioned to your gracfe from what quarter the moft, if not only dangerous 

attack was made upon h im : but at prefent, my lord, what y im  before only 

conjeClure, feems mol) ceriain, by his catholick m ajefly’ s having laft night 

taken from him the fu rin ten d a n ce  o f  the finances, and reflored it to don 

F rancifco A riaxa, who form erly held that em ploym ent; for altho’ Ripperda 

gives out, and the decree itfeif fays the fame thing, that ibis cierniflion was at 

his own requcft, other circumflances plainly denote the contrary.

I  can pofu ively  affure your grace, that this ftroke came from the queen 

(who is more attached than ever, if  poffible, to the court o f  Vienna) at the in- 

ftigation o f  the German ambafTador, which laft, now publickly exclaims againft 

Rippeida for having deceived the court o f  Vienna, and Ripperda hinifclf, 

but laft night, fwore to me that his difgrace came from thence for not fending 

them money, adding with the moft folemn oaths, that had he done othcrvvife, 

the war had moft infallibly been begun above three months hnce. I found 

him ;n the higheft rage againft that court, and difpofed to flick at nothing to be 

revenged. He has defired me to return to him to-morrow, profnifing then to 

give me fucli further proofs o f  his confidence in me, as -fliall evidently con­

vince
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Pei4od IV. vince me o f his having (lung himfelf abfolutely at our tnafter’ s feet, and that

I 7»7 to 1730 .^̂ 6 depends upon, and leeks no other protefclion and favour, than that o  ̂ his 

m ajcrty  and the Dutch, and that he will well deferve what he thus begs for. 

In cale I receive no nieffenger from your grace in two or three days, 1 pro- 

pofe then to difpatch one o ffn y  domefticks to you, by whom I fliall have the 

honour to write more fully upon thele and other matters.

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E .

Caufes o f  Rippcrda’s dijgrace.— The imperial ambajfador, who occafioned it, i$

alarmed.

M Y  L O R D ,  Madrid, M ay 25, 1726.

Harrington 'JJI'PON the 13th inftant, I had the honour to acquaint your gracc with the

, duke de Ripperda’s removal from the fuperintendancy o f the trcafury.

Draught. th e almoll certainty there then was o f his total difgrac c very foon: at pre- 

’fent, your grace will fee by my enclofed relation, the moll material affairs that 

have pafs’d here ever fincp with refpett to that gentleman. T o  which I ihall 

beg leave to add, in this fcparate letter, fome other circinnftances worth obfer- 

vation, which I purpofely omitted in the enclofed narrative, not to break the 

thread o f the fubjetl matter jpf it, which I was defivous to lay before your 

grace in the cU'areft light poffible. But as your grace may be juRly furprized 

at not having much fooner had an account from me, o f matters of fuch con- 

fequence, I Ihall begin this letter with acquainting you the cau(c o f it, which

was ray not being able for a whole week to obtain an order for pofl horfes,

upon the idle pretext o f no mini/ter’s being hitherto named for foreign affairs, 

whofe province it is to give thofe orders. But the true reafon certainly waste 

prevent my giving an account to my court o f what was doing here in relation 

to Ripperda’s being refuged in my houfe, ’ till his catholick majelly fliould have 

come to a final refolution thereupon, which he did not do till late lad night or 

this morning.

Ripperda’s difgracc moft evidently {#oceeded from the daily complaints 

made p f him to their catholick majeftys by the comte de Konigfeck, for not 

fending the money promis’d to the court o f Vienna, which ’tis thought R ip- 

perda did not abftain from doing out o f any good intentions towards preferv- 

ing the publick tranquility, but purely to prevent the emperor from beginning 

the war immediatelyJ*as he feemed difpofed to do (had he money wherewithal!)

vluch
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which Ripperda feared might endanger the fafe arrival o f the galleons and flota. Period iv . 

and thereby render precarious the only means he hopejl for being able to fupr 

port the emperor, but even Spain itfelf. Konigfeck, tranfportcd with this Ripperda. 

viftor^ over Ripperda, negleQed to purfue it, by^getting him lecured imme­

diately; which error he no fooncr found by Ripperda’s retiring into my houfe, 

than his rage exceeded even the jo y  o f the day before, and made him prefs his 

catholick majefty with the utmod vehemence (in which he was fupj>orted by 

the queen and Orcndayn) to take him out by force, in which, altho’ he did not 

fo far'l'ucceed as to wholly determine the king, he however made fuch an Im- 

prelTion upon him, as he himfelf (KonigfeckJ was not able afterwards to efface, 

when upon more ferious refleflion, he forefaw the danger arifing from fuch a 

flep, o f  poffibly engaging hi  ̂ mafler and the king of Spain in a war, which 

neither o f them were in readinefs or prepared to fupport. But thofe reflec­

tions came too late, when it was not polfible for him to lay the ftorm he him­

felf had raifed; it being moft ceriain, that for thefe two days paft, he has ufcd 

his utmoft endeavours to perfuade the king o f  Spain to appsove o f Ripperda’s 

propofal o f  retiring into a convent, I have been informed, that his catholick 

majefty, yefterday, in his orders to the council o f Caftiie, to confider and give 

their opinion upon his right o f forcing Ripperda from my houfe, lay’d three 

crimes to his charge, viz. i .  His having difcloied his fecrcts whilft in the 

niiniftry. 2. Hi.s having given feveral orders without firft confulting his ma­
jefty thereupon, and 3. For not having as yet given in his accounts. But as 

la Paz, in his letter to me, mentions no fuch thing, I might juftly be fuppofcd 

ignorant o f  it.

A ll the foreign minifters, to whom I have given part o f what had happened, 

are to affemble this evening at the nunzio’s, in order to make the proper re- 

prefentations to his catholick majefty, on account o f the violence thus offered 

an ambaffador, as equally afFefling themfiilves in their feveral charaflers. And 

J  ought in juflice to the Dutch ambajffador, inform your grace; that he has 

aQed in this whole affair, and fpoke to the Spanifli minifter upon it, with the 

fame zeal and vigour, as if  the honour o f his own republick had been principally 

concerned in it. The late change in the miniftry here (in which la Paz has 

the greateft ftiare o f bufinefs and credit) will certainly occafion none in the 

entire attachment o f this court to that o f  Vienna, but rather, if  poffible, aug­

ment it; as Ripperda’ s difgrace plainly indicates, whofe only crime was, even 

bis not being imperialift enough for their catholick majeftys, efpecially for the
q u e e n .
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PeriodlV. queeti- The duke o f  Wharton returned hither two days after Rippefda’s 

I7»7to i730. î .̂^racc. where he will .probably Hill remain for fome time, iho ’ he gives out 

the contrary. He has frequent conferences with la Paz and the emperor’s am- 

ba/I'ador, & c . . I have nothiJig more to trouble your grace withall at prefent, 

excepting only the renewing in the molt erneft manner my humble requeil to 

you, o f reprefenting favourably to his majefly, my condu£t in tliis late critical 

and important affair, in which, if  I have erred through too much warmth, it 

proceeded from not being able to bare with temper the leaft infult upon his 

majefty’s honour, cfpeeially from a court, at whicli the king has had o f late fu’ch 

ju ft and frequent grounds o f  being higlily offended, as might poffibly make his 

majefty not difpleafed at having lo juflifiable a pretext, for timely hindring 

them by force from attempting to put their long'laid fecret dcfigns againft him 

in execution. But, my lord, in cafe his majelly Ibould think fitt to difavow 

tny conduft in this affair o f Ripperda, I hope he will be gracioufly pleafed at 

the ’fame time to order my being recall’d from hence, vhich I beg leave mofl 

folemnly to afl'ure your grace, 1 do not mention out o f any regard to myfelf* 

but purely and f6lely to that o f  his majefty’s Icrvice, to which, after what has 

happened, m y longer abode here would certainly be abfolutely ufelefs, and 

probably prejudicial. 'The emperor’ s ambaffador has long audiences almoft 

dayly o f their catholick majeftys, and feems to aim at entering into the minillry, 

as the French ambaffadors formerly ufed to do.

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E .

Ripperda lakes refuge in his hovje.— Audience o f  the king o f  Spain.— Ripperda 

forcibly feized, noiwilhjianding Stanhope's remonjlrances.

M Y  LORD, Madrid, May i j ,  1716, N. S.

Harrington ^ P O N  the 14th inftant, I  went to Aranjuez, with intention to remain there 

two days for the fake of my health; but upon reeeivihg an exprefs the dajj, 

Skmght, following, with advice o f the duke o f  Ripperda’s having been difmiffed the 

night before from his catholick majctty’ s fervice, I refolved to return imme^ 

diately to Madrid, where I arrived about eleven the fame night, extreamly 

furpnied to find in my apartment the duke o f Ripperda and the ambaffador 

©f Hc'Vland. T he firft immediately addreffing himfelf to me, faid, that being 

obliged for the fafety o f his perfon to feck out an azile, he had fled to my 

lioufe, and hoped and beg’d I would protcfi him, to which I, in prcfence of
the

5oo MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.



the Dutch ambaffador replied, that before I could give any anfwer what Period iv , 

he demanded, he muft give me leave to afk him fomc queftions; as ift.- W h e- *7̂7 to 173^ 

ther he ftill had any employment under his caiholick majefty, or was in any î ipperda. 

manner whatfoever in his fcrvice? he ani’wered/pofuively no, for that the 

n igh t'^ fore  the king o f Spain had (at his own rcqueft) abfolutely difmifled 

him from all bis employments. 2. W hether he had reafon to believe hirafelf 

under his catholic majefty's difpleafure, or that he apprehended the king of 

Spain intended to have him charged with, or prolecutcd for any crime com­

mitted during his adminidration? he anfwered, that he had no fort of reafon 

to fuppofe himfclf under the difpleafure o f his catholick majefty, much lefs to 

be ch-irged witli any crime, and as a convincing proof o f  the contrary, put 

into my haiids the original letter (of which goes inclofed a copy) he had re­

ceived the night before from the marquis de la Paz, by which his catholick 

majefty not only abfolutely difmifies him from his fervice, but gracioufty, 

recompcnfes him with a penfion o f three thoufand piltolcs a year.

I then aflced him, 3. That having fuch realbn to affure himfelf o f  l)is ca­

tholic majefty’s favourable intentions towards him, what motiff or occafion he 

could have for flying to my houfe for proteftion? to which he anfwered, that 

it was in no wife from tiie apprehenfions o f any violence on the part o f his 

catholic majefty, o f whole and great goodnefs to him (in having gracioufty 

beftowed on him the faid penfion o f  3000 piftolcs) he had juft received fo 

convincing a proof, but fiom the fears he was in for his life, from the malice 

and inveteracy of his enemys, and the rage and fury o f the people (incenfed 

againft Jiim, on account o f  fbme violent menfures, the necefTity o f  affairs had 

obliged him to take during his miniftry) who had that very day infulted hi« 

fervants as they were tranfporting his goods from the palace, and publickly 

given out, that they would in the night attack his houfe, in order to teai him 

to pieces. The duke having thus fatisfied my demands, I told him, tliat as 

he had given me fuch convincing proofs o f his being entirely difmifted from 

his catholick majefty’s fervice, as alfo fuch good reafons to believe him not 

under his difpleal'ure, atjd as I had found him already in my houfe, I could 

not oblige him by force to depart, but defired him immediately to acquaint 

the fecretary of ftate with the fteps he had taken, together with the motifs for 

it, and told him, that I would the next morning inform his catholick majefty 

o f  the whole, as I accordingly did in an audience I had 6 f him (on the 16th 

inftant) for that purpofe.

v o t ,  u .  P A R T  I I .  4 H In
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Peiiod iV. In that audience, I related the matter o f  faA to his catholick majefty,
1787to 1730..^ manner I have now done it to your grace, adding only the moft folcmn 

afTurances o f my not having had the ieaft previous knowledge or fufpicion o f 

any defign in the duke o f R ’perda o f retiring himfelf into my houfe, and de­

claring, that without the abovementioned circumftances o f his being difcliarged 

from iiis cath'olick majefty’ s Icrvice, & c . I fhould not have fuffered him to 

continue in my houfe, as alfo, that even with thofe circumtlances he fhould 

have found no entrance, had I been in town to have prevented it; from all 

•which I hoped that his catholick majefty would not be diflatisfied wiih my 

conduQ; in this affair. T o  which he anfwered, “  he was not, but that he had 

great reafon to be fo with the duke, who having fo lately been his minifter, 

and trufted with the fecret o f  all his affairs, gave but too juft grounds to 

fufpeft his fidelity in thus retiring himfelf into the houfe o f a foreign minifter,

. upon no other pretext than that o f  his fears o f  infults from the people; it not 

being poflible to imagine, that he, his catholick majefty, upon the leaft appli­

cation, would not immediately have given the neceflary directions for the ef- 

feftually fecuring'him  from any danger o f that k^nd; that as to giving him a 

paffport to retire into Holland (which the faid Ripperda had by letter de­

manded the night before) he could not allow it him ’ till he fhould have firfl 

reftored fever îl papers o f confequence remaining in his hands, and muft defire 

1 would engage not to fuffer him to efcape from my houfe, till he (the king) 

fliould have got a lift drawn out o f them, and fent to him for them, which 
fhould be done the next day.”

T o  all which, I anfwered, that I did not pretend to juftify or excufe the 

duke’s conduft (which was certainly very imprudent) but only defired to fa- 

tisfye his majeftye, that under the circumftances abovementioned, .it was not 

pofTible for me to afl: in this affair otherwife than I had done, and that I 
fhould with great pleafure comply with his demand in not fufFering the faid 

duke to efcape, ’ till'his catholick majefty fhould have fent to him for the faid 

papers. T he fame evening the marquis de la Paz fent me the enclofed letter 

o f the 16th inftant, excufing his majefty’ s having ordered a detachment o f  his 

guards into the neighbourhood o f my houfe, and upon the i8th inftant ano­

ther, defiring me to perfuade and induce the duke to retire from my houfe, 

to which I immediately returned an anfwer to both, which copys alfo go here­

with enclofed. The 19th, the duke writ to the king, defiring leave to retire 

into a convent, upon which I had alfo a conference that evening with the

m a r q u i s
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marquis de la Paz. But upon finding by him, as alfo by other intelligcncys I Period IV. 

had received, that his catholick majefty was difpofcd to take by force the faid 

duke from my houfe, I demanded an audience o f fiis catholick majefty, in Ripperdi. 

which I reprefented to him the great pleafure it/ v̂as to nie to have been able 

to inshice the duke o f  Ripperda to conlent to retire from my houfe to a con­

vent, as hoping that thereby this troublefome affair might be made an cud o f  

to his majefty’s fatisfaflion; for that this expedient not only Catisfied the only 

thing he had demanded in the marquis de la Fax’s fuid letter o f the i8th 

inftaat, (viz.) the removing the fcandal taken at the faid duke’s continuing in 

the houfe o f  a foreign minifter, but alfo in my opinion could not lay his ma* 

je fty  under any difficuhys. For that however authors differ’d as to the nature 

o f  the crimes or perfons thc  ̂ ought or ought not be allowed an alyle or pro- 

te£Uon, yet none I believed ever pretended to diftinguifh betwixt the afyle o f 

the church, and that o f the houfe o f a publick minifter, much lefs to afcer-. 

tain crimes or perfons to be proteftable in the former, and not fo in the latter.

From whence I inferred that Ripperda would not be more^out o f  his catholick 

majeflie’s power, 'when in a convent than in my houfe, for that had his majefly 

a right to take him out o f my houfe by force, he had it equally fo-to do from 

a convent; and as I was’afl'ured he was too ju ft a prince to force my houfe, 

without being fully convinced o f his right fo to do, I could not ft>refee how 

any inconvenienr.ys could follow from accepting this expedient, but that very 

great ones were to be apprehended from its being rejefted, in cafe his majefty 

was refolved to proceed with violence; for that no inconveniencys could arife 

from the forcing the convent, in cafe his majefty was fully convinc’d o f his 

right to do it; but that very fatal confequences were to be feared from vio­

lating the houfe o f  an ambaffador, altho’ he fliould think he had a right fo to 

d o ; in cafe that minifter’s mafter fhould think otherwife. p'or which reafons 

1 faid, I hoped his majefty would accept o f the expedient propofed, for that 

otherwife, in cafe he was refolved to a£l by force, it might be thought, he defigned 

to lay hold of that opportunity o f  publickly affronting the king my mafter and 

the Britifh nation, feeing that other means not liable to any inconveniency had 

been thus pointed out to him for coming at what he defired.

The king replied, “  that he would confider upon what I had faid, but as to 

Ripperda’s offer of going into a convent, he did not as y<;t fee how he could 

admitt o f  it, or allow any afyle or proteflion in any part o f his dominions to 

one o f  his own minifters;”  to which I anfwered, that had not that duke been

4 H 2 actually
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P erio d  I V .  a f t u a l l y  d i lh i i f s ’d  f r o m  th e  m i n i f t r y ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o  p r o t c f c l i o n  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  
h i m .  B u t  h e  a l l c d g in g  "  t h a t  t h e  d u k e ’s p e n f i o n ,  ’ t i l l  h e  f h o u l d  o th e i r w i t e  b e  
em ployed, c o n t i n u e d  h i m  in  t h e  f e r v i c e ; ”  I  r e p l i e d ,  t h a t  th e  p e n f i o n  m i g h t  
r a t h e r  b e  l o o k ’d  u p o n  a s  a  r e c o m p e n c e  f o r  p a f t  f e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  i n  h i s  
c a d io U c k  m a j e f t y ’s l i b e r t y  t o  e m p l o y  h i m  a n e w  o r  n o t ,  fo  i t  f e e m ’d  i n j i i s  t o  
a c c e p t  a g a i n  o r  n o t  a n y  e m p l o y m e n t ; a n d  t h a t  a l t h o ’ t h e  f a id  p e n f i o n  f h o u l d  
b e  f u p p o s ’d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  f a id  d u k e  i n  t h e  f e r v i c e  ( w h i c h  i n  m y  h u m b l e  
o p i n i o n ,  i t  d i d  n o t}  i t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  l o o k ’d  u p o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  h im  in  f u c h  a n  
e m p l o y m e n t  a s  r e n d e r s  t h e  p o f l e f l b r  i n c a p a b l e  o f  p r o t e f t i o n .  I  e n d g d  b y  
f a y in g  t h a t  t h e  d u k e  w a s  a f t u a l l y  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e f t i o n  o f  t h e  k i n g  m y  m a i l e r  
( a s  b e i n g  r e f u g ’d  in  h i s  h o u f e ,  n o t  m i n e )  I  c o u l d  n o t  v e n t u r e  t o  f o r c e  h im  o u t  
o f  i t ,  w i t h o u t  f i r f t  r e c e i v i n g  o r d e r s  f r o m  m y  c o u r t  f o r  f o  d o i n g ,  t h a t  i n  c a f e  b e ­
f o r e  a n y  o r d e r s  c o u l d  a r r i v e  t o  m e ,  h e  ( h i s  c a t h o l i c k  m a j e f t y )  t h o u g h t  f i t  t o  
t a k e  h i m  a w a y  b y  v i o l e n c e ,  a s  I  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  m a k e  a n y  r e f i f t a n c e ,  I  f h o u l d  
o n l y  p r o t e f l  a g a i n f t  f u c h  f o r c e ,  a n d  r e t i r e  f r o m  c o u r t ,  ’ t il l  I  / h o u l d  h a v e  r e ­
c e i v e d  t h e  k i n g  m y  m a f t s r ’s f u r t h e r  p l e a f u r e  u p o n  t h e  a c c o u n t  I  f l i o u l d  i m ­
m e d i a t e l y  f e n d  h i r n ,  o f  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d ,  w h o ,  I  w a s  a f f u r e d ,  w o u l d  t a k e  
f u c h  m e a f u r e s  t h e r e u p o n ,  a s  h i s  o w n  h o n o u r  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  f h o u ld .  
r e q u i r e .

I n  th is  f i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  a f f a i r  r e m a i n e d ’t i l l  t h e  2 2 d  a t  n i g h t ,  t h a t  I  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  e n c l o s ’d  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  m a r q u i s  d e  l a  P a z ,  t o  w h i c h  I  r e t u r n e d  t h e  d a y  
f o l lo w in g  a n  a n l 'w c r ,  o f  w h i c h  a l f o  g o e s  h e r e w i t h  a  c o p y .  B u t  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  
t h e  2 5 t h ,  a t  fix  o ’c l o c k ,  a n  alcal de corie o r  j u d g e ,  w i t h  a  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  a n d  
6 0  o f  t h e  h o r f e  g u a r d s ,  c a m e  t o  m y  h o u f e  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  m e  t h e  e n c l o f e d  l e t t e r  
f r o m  t h e  m a r q u i s  d e  l a  P a z  ( o f  t h e  2 4 t h }  t e l l i n g  m e  a t  t h e  f a m e  t i m e ,  t h a t  
t h e y  h a d  o r d e r s  t o  d e m a n d  f r o m  m e  t h e  d u k e  d e  R i p p e r d a ,  a n d  in  c a f e  o f  r e -  
f u f a l  o r  r e f i f t a n c e  o n  m y  p a r t ,  t o  t a k e  h im  o u t  o f  m y  h o u f e  b y  f o r c e .  U p o n  
w h i c h  1 a f k e d  t h e m ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  c a r r y  m y  a n f w e r  b a c k  t o  t h e  f a id  
l e t t e r ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  p u t  t h e i r  o r d e r s  i n  e x e c u t i o n ; t h e y  r e p l i e d ,  
t h a t  i n  c a f e  I  f h o u l d  r e t u r n  a n y  a n f w e r ,  t h e y  w o u l d  c a r r y  i t  b a c k ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  
m u f l;  b e  a t  t h e  f a m e  t i m e  w i th  t h e  p e r f o n  o f  t h e  d u k e .  I  t h e n  t o l d  t h e m ,  t h a t  
I  n e i t h e r  c o u l d  d e l i v e r  h im  t o  t h e m ,  n o r  c o n f e n t  t o  h i s  b e in g  t a k e n  f r o m  m y  
h o u f e  a g a i n f t  h i s  w i l l ,  a n d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  f o r c e  h i m  f r o m  t h e n c e ,  I  
f h o u l d  p r o t e i l  a g a i n f t  f u c h  v i o l e n c e  d o n e  t o  m y  c h a r a B e r ,  o f  w h ic h  I  w o u l d  
im m e d ia t e l y  f e n d  a f j a c c o u n t  t o  t h e  k i n g  m y  m a i l e r ,  a n d  ’t i l l  I  f h o u l d  r e c e i v e  
h i s  p l e a f u r e  t h e r e u p o n ,  a b f e n t  m y l e l f  f r o m  c o u r t .  T h e y  r e p l i e d ,  t h a t  f e e i n g

I ab-

6o4 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.



I abfolutely refiifed to deliver the duke, they muft execute their orders,'and Penod IV . 

take'him away by force, which they accordingly immediately did, and I there- 

upon wrote to the marquis do la Paz. the inclofcd letior. Before I conclude, I  Ripperda. 

muft beg leave to obferve to your gracc, that this^ourt have never allcdged to 

me a»y crime or other matter againfl Ripperda, in order to prove him not ca­

pable o f protection, nor even once demanded him from me ’ti!j this morning 

(all their letters hitherto, as your grace will have obfervcd, only defuing me to 

perfuade him to retire) that they took him away by force, without allowing me 

tim e,to reprefent to his catholick majefty the reafons I might have for not 

complying with what he requir’d from me.

Y ou r grace has now before you as full and as exafl an account o f  this whole 

affair, as the hurry I am in would allow me to give you, which I nioft humbly 

begg your grace will be pleafed to reprefent to his majcfty, in the moft fa­

vourable manner, for obtaining his moft gracious approbation o f  my condufl in 

it, and flatter m yfelf that his majefty will have the goodnefs to believe thatf 

(whatever errors my want o f  judgement may have led me into) I have a6led to 

the beft o f  my capacity in this whole affair, in the manner*! thought it my in- 

difpenfible duty to do in fupport o f his majefly’s honour, and that o f the Briti/h 

nation; and I have tho good fortune to be able to affure your gracc, that 

every one o f the foreign minifters here have publickly declared their entire 

approbation o f  my conduft in this affair, and that they (in the like circumftancc) 

would and muft have a0ed exadly in the fame manner.

T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E  T O  H O R A C E  W A L P O L E .  ■

Rejoices at the difgrace o f  Rippefda.

(M ay 23— June 3, 1726.) Y O U  may imagine the difgrace ol the duke o f Walpole 

Ripperda, from whatever caufc it may have proceeded, has given great joy to 

us here, for though it Ihould prove to be at the inftigation of the imperial mi- 

iiifters, yet ^ven that muft have been occafioned by an impoffibility that there 

was for Ripperda to furnifh the fupplies for the court of Vienna; and it is 

not to be imagined, that his fucceffor, whoever he be, will be better able to 

do It than he was, and better inclined or more attached than Ripperda was to  

the imperialifts, he certainly cannot be.
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B E N J A M I N  K E E N E  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E .

Gives a conjidentihl account o f the difcoveries made hy Ripperia.

MV LORD, London, June 15, 1726.

j y j R .  Stanhope, having by the means o f  the duke o f  Ripperda’s having taken 

refuge in his houfe, made feveral difcoveries o f very great importance 

to the king and his allys, which he durft not fend in writing, left they fh.mld 

fall into the hands o f thofe that wou’d make an ill ufe o f them, defircd iw  to 

come over to England, and acquaint your grace with them by word o f m*outh, 

in order to dieir being laid before his majefty; I therefore take the liberty to 

fet them down here, as they occur to my memory, and I lhall endeavour not to 

omit any material circumftance. M r. Sunhoptf having prelTed the duke o f 

Rippcrda to inform him o f the fchemes that had been projeBcd or agreed to 

by the emperor an(i king o f Spain, either with regard to the ftate o f Eiirope 

in general or to his majefty*s affairs in particular,'the duke hef ân with the 

fecret treaty o f Vienna, confifting o f  five articles, and three fep;jiare ones, the 

fubftance o f which he diflated to M r. Stanhope, who took them down in 

writing with his own hand, and are as follows:

A rt. i .  Confirms and ratifys all preceding treatys made between their im­

perial and catliolic majeftys. A rt. 2. T he emperor gives the eldeft arch- 

duchefs in marriage to the infant don Carlos, and m A rl. 3. T he fecond arch- 

duchefs is given to the infant don Phillip.

A rt. 4. The emperor and king o f Spain enter into reciprocal engagements 

to begin in a war for reconquering the dutchy o f  Burgundy, Fraiiche Comte, 

Alface, and all the French conquefts in Flanders, and encroachments on Lor­

raine, Navarre, Rouffillon, Petite-Cerdagne, which are to be divided after the 

following manner: Burgundy, Tranche Compte, Alface, & c . and alt that for­

merly belonged to the houfe o f Auftria, is to be fetded on don Carlos, and 

look’d upon as the Aiiftrian patrimony. Lorraine is to be return’d to its 

duke, and Navarre, Roiiffillon, and la Petite-Cerdagne, to be remitted to the 

Spanilh monarchy. A rt, 5. T he emperor and king o f Spain do mutually 

oblige themfelves and pofterity never to give an archduchefs or an infanta in 

marriage to tha houfe o f Bourbon.

1- Separate article. That in cafe the prefent king o f  Francte fhould dye 

without iffue to inherit that crown, the infant don Phillip is to be king o f

France.



France, ad Art. The emperor and king o f Spain do folemnly engage to aflift Period IV. 

the pretender with their forces, in order to the putting* o f him in pofleiSion o f 

the crown of Great Britain. 3d A rt. Is the reciprocal engagements between Ripperda. 

the emperor and king o f Spain utterly to extirpal^ the proteftant religion, and 

not t8 lay down their arms till this defign be fully and effeaually executed.

A ll the while the duke o f  Ripperda was diftating this treaty to M r. Stan­

hope, be appeared to be in tlie greatcft agonies, and frequently burft int? 

tears.

M f. Stanhope having taken this down in writing, from Ripperda’s own 

mouth, put it into cypher, and lodged it in a fafe hand, left his houfe fhould 

be fearched for papers on Ripperda’s account, and this might fall into the 

hands o f  the king o f  Spain or any o f  his minifters. The duke o f Ripperda 

acquainted M r. Stanhope, that none of the king of Spain’ s minifters, bcfidc 

himfelf, knew of this treaty; and that it had not been communicated to any  ̂

perfon whatfoever, except the emperor, the king and queen of Spain, aiid tlie 

minifters who figned it; and what confirms this, is, that the^duke o f  Ripperda, 

during his ftay at M r. Stanhope’ s, having oecafion to write to his catholicle 

majefty feveral letters to obtain leave to retire to Holland, he (Ripperda) to 

prevent the king o f Spain communicating to his minifters, who were his ene­

mies, conftantly mixed in them fomething o f this fecret treEfty, which M r.

Stanhope found to be true in one inftance. M r. Stanhope had propofcd the 

expedient of the duke’s retiiing to a convent, to which the d\ike himfelf con- 

fented, and had wrote to the king on this fubjeft. His excellency came into 

the duke’s apartment before the letter was feafed, upon which the duke defired 

him to perufe it. In it he recapitulated the great fcrvices he had done his catho- 

lick majefty. Was it not I  that procured your majejiy the treaty oj Vienna? Was 

i t  net I  that made the marriage ■with the archduchefs fo r  don Carloi and don 

P h illip ?  A fter fealing this letter in M r. Stanhope’s prcfence, he put it into 

his excellency’s own hand, and defired him to fend it to die king; but M r.

Stanhope rcplyf;d, it would be o f dangerous confequence to him (the duke) to 

have it carry’d by a domeftic o f his, for fo fufpicious a prince as the king 

o f  Spain, would have but too much reafon to think his (Mr. Stanhope’ s) cu - 

riofity would go no farther than barely fending the letter. So one o f the 

duke’s fervants was called for, and M r. Stanhope himfelf followed him to the 

palace, and faw the letter delivered into the hands o f the king's favourite valet 

dc chambre, and makes not the leaft doubt o f its being delivered to the king.
The
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PeriodlVi The duke declared to M r. Stanhope, that his catholick majefty w%s fo
i7»7 toi73o. cxtirpatton o f the proteftant religion, that in the feveral letters

that had palled between the king o f Spain and the emperor upon this fubjcQ, 

the king propofes in cafe of^neceflity, to fell the domains o f his crown, put up 

grandeurs to- the higheft bidder, and difpofe o f  all the employments forTife in 

the Indies to the beft purchafer, for promoting this fcheine : and particularly 

in one o f  his letters, he makes ufe o f this extraordinary expreffion.je venirai 

mente ma chemife. T he article for fettling the pretender on the throne o f  

G reat Britain was to take its courfe after the greater enterprifes were btgun; 

but they changed their rcfolutions, and were to begin with a projeft entered into 

in his favour by the emperor, Spain, and M ufcovy. B y this fcheme, the czarina 

was to furnifli the pretender with ten thoufand n?en, and arras and tranfports 

in proportion, which are defigned for Scotland, where the late lord marifchall 

is to be ready to receive them, and fpirit up the highlanders, in order to join  

with the M ufcovites, The king of Spain is to fend eight thcufand men, from 

the coaft o f  Galicia, wbith are to land in the weft o f Europe with the late 

duke o f  Ormond (or any other general his catholick majefty thinks proper) 

at the head o f them, and one Morgan has given in propofals by the duke o f 

L itia  to provide fix ftiips out o f Bretany, and one he has in Cadiz, upon the 

king o f  Spaiir’s advancing 60,000 piaftres. T hey once thought to employ 

upon this expedition the three Mufcovite men o f war which Itayed fo long at 

St. Ander.

The emperor on his part, is to have 6,000 men ready at Oftend for the 

pretender’s fervice, to be made ufe o f  where neceflity may require; and is 

aifo to fend a confiderablc body o f troops in the Low Countries, to intimidate 

ihe Dutch, and prevent their fending any ft>rces into England.

T he time the Mufcovites were to make their defcent, was calculated to be 

during the abience o f the Britilh fleet. In this project, Wharton declares that 

the Jacobites in England and f'rance have two millions fterling ready to pro­

mote this affair, and h.we 20,000 arms in France.

The pretender in return, is to reftore Port Mahon and Gibralter to the 

king of Spain, ?ind to be guarantee for the Oftend company, and to lay open 

our commerce in England, and the foreign plantations to their Ihips, with the 

fame pnviledges as the Englilh themfelves enjoy.

B y  this fchemc, 'the pretender was immediately to leave Rome, and go in­

cognito to Vienna, there to have the articles drawn up, in form, for the fub-

ftance
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ilance was already agreed upon. From Vienna he -was to proceed to Petcrf- êri»d IV. 

bourg, from thence to Archangel, and to embark from that port to avoid the 

inconveniencies o f paffing the Sound. Ripperda.

The duke o f  Ripperda faid, that W harton was fent to Madrid by the etij- 

peror to communicate this projeft to the king of Spain, as wjiai he (the em­

peror) had agreed to. T he duke o f Lyria had laid a plan much to the fame 

purpofe before his cathoUck majefty the originals in the refpeClive hand-M’fit- 

ing* o f Wharton and Lyria, were fhown by the duke o f Ripperda to M r.

Stanhope, and whilft that duke was at M r. Stanhope’ s, both Wharton and 

Lyria yifited his dutchefs to know what w5s become o f the papers. The duke 

o f  Ripperda confeffed to M r. Stanhope, that the negociations and conferrences 

he propofed to be held at Madrid, were only to protraS time, and amufe us 

till the galleons and flotas fhould be fafe arrived, and made no difficulty to 

own his cathoUck majefty would not fcruple to lay his hands upon them in cafc 

o f  neceflity.

T he laft: orders the duke o f  Ripperda fent to the Indies in relation to the 

flotas and galleons (when he faw there was no poflibility o f  fettiiig a ncgocia- 

tion bn foot) were*.tlmt the filver and gold, and ther mofl valuable commodi­

ties /hould be fent in fmall fingle frigates, wliich might morc^eafily efcape the 

Englifh fleet, but th  ̂great fhips were to jMmain at the Havannah and C ar- 

thagena, where admiral Hofier would fjndW6m. T he duke Kkewire cotifeffed 

to M r. Stanhope, that the vaunting it was in his power to reconcile the two 

trowns o f France and Spain whenever he pleafed, was cntircJy falfc and ground- 

lefs, thrown out only with the aim o f creating jealoulies between his majefty and 

his allies, and particularly cleared biftiop Frejus from the vHe afperfions he hjld 

caft upon him ; for this was a point Mr. Stanhope took great care to be in­

formed in, being o f fuel* importance. T he iz ,o o o  men ordered to march 

into Galicia, under pretence o f  an invafion upon that coaft from England, 

the duke owned were to be employed in the pretender’s fervice, and that the 

pretence o f their apprehenfions from this, was entirely a trick or fiftion o f  the 

king of Spain’ s, and that they had no fuch intelligence, either from Pozabueno 

o r  any other perfon; and when this excufe failed them, they made ufe o f  

another, which was the giving out an encampment was to be formed in that 

part o f  Spain. As to Lambriry, the duke told Mr. Stanhope, he was fent to 

M ufcovy as a minifter o f the king o f  Spain’ s; but had orders not take the 

ieaft ftep without the direftion of the imperial minifter o f  fliai court.

■vol. I I .  P A R T  u .  4 t  The
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Period IV. T he firft mark the duke perceived of the queen’ s difpleafure, was upon tlJeir

receiving a letter from count Kontgfeg, preffitig remittances to the 

court o f Vienna, which they ywere reading when the duke entered the apart­

ment, he thereupon reprefented to their majeftys, that they were not obliged 

to make any payments, till this war ftiould be begun, and laid before thena 

the inconveniences that would inevitably enfue to Spain, if  Konigfeg’s de­

mands fhould be comply’ d with, the queen frown’d upon him ; and afked him 

in the Spanifh way, what is that to you.

This, my lord, is the fubflance o f what M r. Stanhope charged me to relate 

to your grace, and as for any other'circumftances o f  my own obfervations, I 

fhall always be ready to acquaint your grace with them whenever I have the 

honour o f your commands.

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E .

Hints how Ripperda may ejcape.— Ripperda'i agitation, when he made the

difcoveries„
M y  LORD, Madrid, July 30, I7i'6.

Walpole J  Have read with all pofliblc attention the letter your grace did me the h o- 

nour to write to me upon the zgth paft, O . S. by Spear the meffenger, and 

Seem, cannot enough 'admire his n. *»ftv.’s great goodnefs and generofity, in being 

gracioufly pleafcd not to comt<w|fany determination in an affair o f  fuch 

vaft importance to his fervice, and to that o f the publick, as is that which 

makes the fubjeS matter o f  your faid letter, without firft.affuring by all means 

pofEble the fafety o f  an unhappy perfon, who has put his life into his hands, 

and without fliewing the greateft regard to what I might have promifed for the 

encouraging him fo to do.

A s the arguments your grace is pleafed to mal^ ufe o f  to fhew the great 

advantage and almoft neceflity o f his majefty’s bein^ enabled to make a proper 

and right ufe o f  the difcoveries that have been made, carry too much flrengtb 

and evidence in them to make" it neceffary for me to,take up any o f  your 

grace’s time in letting you fee the juft fenfe I have o f the force o f  them; and 

as I cannot doubt but that your grace is equally apprifed and convinced o f the 

ju ft  reafon I have, both in honour and confcience, to be moft earneftly fblli- 

citous for preferving.by all the means pofTible, a life thus in the utmoft con­

fidence put into my hands, I Iball not detain your grace with my refleftions 

upon either o f thele confiderations, as being aflured each o f them’ s having

their
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tVielr due weight with y o u ; but fhall procced (from being commanded, fo to do) Period IV. 

to fuggeft to your grace the method that has occurred to me of" doing the 

abovementioned fervice to his majefty and the publick, without wounding that Rippeid*. 

religious delicatenefs in point of honour, which nis majcfty is lo juftly adored 

. for thro’ the whole world.

T he method that I fhould moft humbly propofe, is, that his inajefly would 

be pleafed to authorife me to adjutt with this court the fatisfatlion to be givati 

for the late unjuftifiable violation offered to the houfe o f his ambafFador at 

Madrid, in the doing o f which, I do not defpair o f  bringing this court to 

confent to the duke o f Ripperda’s being .allowed to return to his own houfe, 

from whence it will be no impollible matter for him to make bis efcape. And 

that his catholick majclly nf&y be brought to confcnt to this expedient, I am led 

to hope for, from the difcourfes I have had with feveral o f the court upon that 

fubjeft, and in which opinion, I am the more confirmed, from being affured 

that no crime can be proved againft Ripperda, nor will even be laid to his 

charge. But what, in my opinion, would aimoTft infajlibly determine this 

matter, would be, for the king o f France and the Dutch' to declare ftrongly 

their approbation o f fuch an expedient, which I fliould think they might eafily 

be brought to, from leeing themfelves equally interelled therein, when they 

fhall be let, in the greatell confidence, into tV, true moiive*for his majeftyV 

infifting upon it.

Ripperda once thus in his own houfe, will, I  dare anfwer with my head for 

it, immediately attempt to efcape, both from the neceffity he would be con­
vinced there was, as well as the ftrong inclination he has for fo doing, which 

laft, I am affured o f from his being delirous to attempt it whilll in my houfe, 

provided I would have winked at it.

This way o f proceeditY'’yeems in no-wife prejudicial to his majefty's aflfaira, 

fince it does not binder kJimmediate proper uie’s being made o f the faid dif- 

coveries, by communicating them in the greatefl fecrecy to fuch o f his ma- 

je ily ’s allys or friends, where it may be o f  fervice; and as Ripperda will, iij 

cale tills expedient iucceeds, have either made his efcape, or have been taken 

in the aiu rnpt, long before the meeting o f the parliament, in the iirft o f  which 

cafes no uilcovery can do him any hut't, and in die latter, no regard for him 

can then liu 1-im any good, his majefiy will be at liberty to make the ufe of 

thoie difcoverics in Ipcaking to his people, by the time it fhall be ncceffary, in 

liie manner he ĥall judge moft for his lervice. T o  which alfo may be added,

4 1 2  that
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PeriodlV. th^t even in cafe this method proves unfucc^fsful, his majefty will have hadf the 
17x^0^730. jjf having dope as much as in him lay, confiftcnt with the fafcty o f

his people, in favour o f  the^unfortunate perfon. T he only objeftion that I 

can forefce to purfuing this method, is, that his majefty’s thus infilling ujtpn a 

determined fatisfjiftion may, in cafe Spain refufes to comply, engage thereby 

the nation in a’ war. Tho’ to that I think may be anfwered, that if, as your 

grace fecms to think from what has been already difclofed to his majefty, the 

war is inevitable, and that the making thofe difcoveries publick, is necefl'ary for 

the juftifying that war, the doing it afterwards, which will be equally in his ma­

je fty ’s power, if  judged neteflfary, will alfo fully juftify its having been be­

gun. I beg leave to aflure your grace, that I am by no means fond o f  what 

I  have thus propofed; but as you was pleafed* to command me to fend 

you my thoughts upon that mailer, 1 have done it in the belt manner I am 

»ble.

A s  to your grace’s demand o f what Ripperda faid to me upon this head, 

and whether he did pot forHee the great fervice it would be to us upon a pro­

per occafion, to rriake ufe o f his difcoveries, and confequently how far he 

would contribute to make this eafy? I can only fay, that he was fully apprifed 

o f  the importance o f  thofe fervices, and would contribute to the utmott o f his 

power for the pi'ocuring them /or his majefty, were he once out o f Spain, but 

always ipfilled in the ftrongeft lBi||Bner upon the fecret’s being kept, until he 

ihould find himfelf in'England. And I muft. own my having given him all af- 

furances poffible o f recommending in the ftrongeft manner his faid requeft; 

tho’ as he had confented to my communicating what he had faid to me, to his 

majefty and his minifters, I told him he knew I could be no farther anfwerable 

than for my moft earneft and effeftual offices in his favour, and particularly for 

the procuring him his majefty’s proteftion and'utmoft affiftance for the getting 

him fafely out o f  this country. I forgot to mentiol# Ripperda’s having owned 

to me, his being a proteftant, and that he was refolved, the moment it fhould 

be poffible for him to efcape from hence, to abandon his penfion, and pafs the 

reft o f his days in England.

As to the dtlke o f W harton’ s plan, I only read it once, which was the morn­

ing that the m ^quis de la Paz came, by his catholick majefty’̂  order, to re­

ceive Ripperda’ 8 papers, aroongft which that was delivered. It contained in 

fubftance the whole o f that o f the duke o f  Liria too, with the feveral parti­

culars fet forth in the inclofed projcft, o f a fecret treaty between the emperor,

Spain,
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Spaing and the pretender, which faid projeB, he aflTured rue, had been abfo- Period IV. 

lutely approved o f by the courts o f Vienna and Madrid.

It is true, my locd, that Ripperda affured me, th^t his majefty and the king Ripperdi. 

o f  Prupia were not only to be ftript o f their dominions in Germany, but that 

the priuccs, who were to fucceed to them, were aftually pitched upon. I 

could never, howevfr, induce him to name to me thofe princes. 'Upon winch 

occafion, I beg leave to obl'erve to your grace, that altho’, in the difcoverics, 

made to me by him, feveral particular circumftances that were to have been 

wifhed to have been explained, are omitted, it is not fo much to be wondered 

at, as that he had the courage to open himfelf fo far as he did, confidering the 

rifk he run thereby, whilft in the dominions o f his catholick majefty, o f which 

he was very lenfible, as fully appeared by the agony he was always in upon 

thofe occafions, and particularly in diflating to me the two incloled paperi^ all 

which times he cryed like a child. M r. Keene will have told your grace o f  

the infallible proofs he gave me o f the marriages.

B E N J A M I N  K E E N E  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF N E W C A S T L E .

Efcape o j' Ripperda fro m  the cajile o f  Segovia.

(M adrid, September 13, 1728.) I Am now to acquaint your grace, that 

on the 11th inttant (I as well as the greater part o f  the foreign minijlers at 

this court) received a letter from the marquis de la Paz (copy o f which goes 

incloled, with a tranflation) to inform me, that the duke de Ripperda bad made 
his efcape out o f  the caftle o f  Segovia, and that his catholick majefty defired 

he might be delivered over to his order, in cafe he ftiould take refuge in any 

o f the king’ s dominions; to which I returned the anfwer marked A . T he 

©nly particulars yet known are, that the alcaide or governor o f the callle (v/ho 

is a nigh relation to the marquis de la Paz) being taken very ill, and his wife 

being in no better condition than himfelf, they could not attend upon the duke, 

as they ufually did at dinner and fupper. T he fervant maid, who, it feemj, 

was in the duke’ s intereft, took occalion to quarrell with her miflrefs, and left 

her fervice, and a corporal, who guarded the duke, being prevailed upon to 

affift him, they made their efcape together on the 2d infiant. The next morn­

ing the alcaide milTed his prifoner, and only found his vale.t de chambre in his 

apartment, and being defirous |o give an account to their catholick majeflies 

o f  the duke’s being taken, at the fame time he informed them o f his breaking
prilbr).

Walpole.
Paper*.

E x tra3t

CofJ,
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Period ly . prifon, and by this means make amends for his negligence, he fent leveral 
tjt7toi75o. }jy different routs to feek after him, but all in vain. So that the

court had no notice o f wh^t had paft till the loth inftant, and then they dif- 

patched a mefTenger to Portugal, it being fuppoled that he took that route. 

But there is no certain account o f  him fince he left Segovia.

S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Dejires inJlruBions -whether he Jhall meet Rippcrda in London. '

Wefton (Chelfea, OClober 8, 1728.) .Y O U  will fee by the inclofed, vhich came to 
Papers. rt,e laft night, that; our fchcme about the duke de Ripperda muft be alter’d, 

unleffe you can way lay him this evening or tom orrow morning, and prevail 

with him to alter his coiirfe. W hether you will think this mo(l advifeable, or 

lett him come on to London, and give me his majcfty’s direflions about meet­

ing him in town, and fixing him in private lodgings, I defire you will write 

me word, it will be no difference to me but coming on Thurfday to '^Vindfor, 

inftead Wednefday, perhaps more eafy to him to purfue his own method.

•  Under fc- 
cretary o f 
ftate.

Wefton
Papers.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  M R .  C O R B I E R E . *

InJiruBs him to perjuadc the duke o f Ripperda to refrain at one o f the 'inns, 

untill notice o j  his arrival J h a ll he communicated.

(W indfor, O fiober 9, 1728.) A S  I parted with you laft. night in a good 

deal o f  hurry, I had not then had time to inform m yfclf whether .here could 

be fufiicient accommodation or no, for the duke de Ripperda at Swiuley Rails, 

•which fince, upon enquiry, I find there is not; and therefore I think the beft 

thing that can be done, will be for you to prevail upon the duke to fend his 

coach and fervants on to London, and to ftay alone with you at one o f  the 

inns, either at F.gham or Staines, in as private a manner as poflible, till fuch 

time as you fiiall have given roe notice o f your arrival there, and have heard 

from tne.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  M R .  C O R B I E R E .

Dejirts him to make txcufes to the duke o f Ripperda fo r  not fending his own 

coach.'^Wiil meet tht duke at D t . Bland's, at Eton,

(Windfor,



(Windfor, Oftober 10, 1728.) I Defire you will make m yexcufes to the Period IV. 

duke dc Ripperda for my fending him a hired coach* 1 fhould have been 

very glad to have fent my own coach to attend hii^, but it was impoflibie to Rippeirdii.

do that without giving fome fulpicion. Y ou will give the coachman direc­

tions to drive to Dr. Bland's at Eton, without pafling thro’ Windfor, and 

will contrive to be there about leven this evening, at which time, either my- 

fclf or my brother W alpole will not fail to meet the duke there. But if  any 

thing Qiould happen to prevent my feeing him this evening, I defire you will 

affure him, that I fliall certainly do myfelf the honour o f waiting upon him 

between nine and ten to-morrow morning, and will introduce him in the even­

ing to his majefty.

M R .  C O R B I E R E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D ' .

The duke o f  Ripperda not yet found.

MV LORD, HartJy.rowe, 4 in the jnorniflg.

J  Got hither juft now, after having knock’ l up all the inkee{>ers on the road, Wefton

without finding what 1 wanted. But here 1 have intelligence o f a coach, 

the defcription of which anfwers my expectation. That coach came to Sa- 

♦lilbury on Monday night, and having bad horfes, mull have fetf up laft night 

confiderably ftiori of ihfs place; and as it mull neceffarily pafs here, I think 

it bell to flop, and wail ’till it comes, tho’ the hour of it’ s coming is very 

uncertain.

H alf after eight. Since your lordfliip’s firft defign will be fruftrated, be- 

caufe it grows late, and the coach docs not yet appear, I believe, you will 

not think it amifs, that I fend away this meffenger to know your lordftiip's 

pleafure, what I am now to do, and indeed to prepare colonel Negus, to whom 

I hav". writ at all events. Chaundler knows the route I fliall take to Swinley- 

Rails, in tafe I meet the gentleman; fo that if  your lordfhip is plealcd to 

honour me with your commands, he will probably meet me on the road thi­

ther. 1 am, & c .

L O R D  f o W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  K I N G .

Informs the king that he w ill convey Ripperda to ike dean J>f Durham's (D r .

Bland'$),
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Peri<ja IV. r  Send your maiefty the account I have^iad frfifln M r. Corbiere, whom I fent
727(»1730.1 , m i . .  _____ o . . - _  l . . .  j  r ,

J

Wifton.
papers.

Wefton 
Papers..

!aft night to meet'Ripevda. T he expeQation I have been in o f bearing 

from Riperda was the realbn o f my not waiting this morning on your rnajc(ty 

a hunting. • I fait back by the meffenger order-s to M r. Corbiere not rtj ftay at 

Swinely Rails, but to come forward with Riperda, either to Egham or 

Staines; from whence I will bring the duke in a coach hither, I have fent to 

the *dean o f Durham, who has a houfe in the cloyfters here, where I propofe 

to lodge Riperda, as privately as poflible.

I likewife fend your majcfly a rough flcetch o f a paper o f  heads, vrhich 

your majefty ordered me to draW up yefterday.

Heads upon which to difcoiirfe with the duke dt Ripperda.

T O  inquire o f  the duke o f  Ripperda, what gave rile to the' treaty o f  

Vienna? whether the propofal firft came from that court? or whether the 

court o f  Spain made the firfl, application?

In what manner he was received on his arrival at Vienna? which o f the em­

peror’s minifters were mofl trufted in the negotiation, with which he was 

charged, as likewife what particulars he can recoiled relating to that affair?

W hat were the fecret engagements between the emperor and Spaio in fa­

vour of the pretender, and what meafures were concprted for the accomplifh- 

ing o f thofe defigns ?

W hether the i'cheme was not to break with England, upon the pretence of 

their not reftoring Gibraltar, and to invade his majefty’s dominions, and what 

projeQs were formed for putting this defign in execution?

W hat encouragement and afliftance they expefled to meet with either in 

England or Scotland upon their landing, and how far the Jacobites had engaged 

to join or otherwile to alTift them ? whether he has feen any affociation or other 

inftrumeiit, or any letter under their hands for that purpofe, and who the per- 

Tons were that fignod them ?

How his acquaintance and intimacy with the duke o f  W harton began? what 

accounts he gave him o f the ftate o f  affairs in England? what perfons corre- 

fponded with the duke of Wharton, whether he fhew’d him the letters he re­

ceived from-them or any o f them, and-what they contained; as likewi/e what 

were the fentimem ŝ o f  thofe perfons concerning the treaty o f  Hanover, as w d l 

as with regard to the pretender.

* Dr. Bland, then mafter of Eton fchool.
As



la t io n .

much as he can recolleO; o f the accounts the miniflers o f  the emperor Period IV. 

received whilft he was at Vienna from England, either^from Palm, or any other 

perfons here; and what correl'pondence thofe mi^ifters held with people here, Rjppctda.

and with whom; particularly whether there was any direft corrclpondcncc 

between them and any o f  his majefty’ s fubjefts?

T H E  D U K E  OF  R I P P E R D A  T O  M O N S I E U R  T R O Y E .

tondon, Odtol'cr iS, 171S.

J  Am not furprized that fome think that I went away with the knowledge and OrforJ

permidion o f the Spanifh court, fince tbe world can't be ignorant of the 

great favour the king had for me, and the aft'cftion and zeal whera^vith I faith-0/V/W /iwij/e 

fully ferved his majeft)', bat it is farr from it that the court either kney? or 

facilitated my efcape; even fo farr, that having done what they did by me, there 

remained nothing but to keep me always a prifoner, or to take away my lifo 

privately; which made me refolve to ufc means to prefervc my life, and to fet 

my pcrfon free; and for both thofe things, I am be^iolden.to a lady o f a good 

family, who is here with me, and who had courage cno’ to compafs that 

w ork; which flie undertook on account o f the ill treatment I fo wrongfully 

underwent, and I muft tell you, that the Spanifli nation in general is ol the 

fume mind. I fhall have the honour, by fome other opportunity, to inform 

you o f all the particular circumflances; and I don’ t doubt but I ftiall be able 

to give the world intire fatistattion concerning my behaviour and condu6l. I 

defirc you will pleafe to convey the incloled.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  S IR  I t OBJERT W A L P O L E .

D E A R  B R O t H E R ,  W ijidfi.r, 0a<>Wf 12— N.)vcm b« i ,  i - s s .

I think it is proper you fhould fee without lofs o f time the inclofed O.ford

letter from baron Ripcrda to his father, 1 lend it you by a mell'cngcr on J'aper*.

purpofc, and am yours, & c.

B A R O N  OF R I P P E R D A  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF R I P P E R D A .

Conduct o f the m p tria l court towards him at ihc time o f Ripperda'i difgrace,

HONOURED SIR, Groningen, Otlubcr 26, 1728.

JJJE  begins with telling the great jo y  and comfort it was to his wife and him, Orford
to hear by his letter of the i6th, that he was gott clear ofi’ ; and continues Papers.

V O L .  1 1 .  P A R T  I I .  4  K. thus
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period IV. tbus— I am delighted at your being fatisfied with my marriage, for the rpar- 

I7a7»̂  »73°- P32 lent me your confent, •without which I fliuuld not have mar­

ried, but it flood me in great ftead, for I had all kind o f i'upport from thence. 

Count Cobenzel, my father-m-law, is married, and holds at the emperor’s 

court, the poft o f great chamberlain, which is one o f the principal pofts at ihat 

court, and he a gentleman'of very good credit. A s to my wife, fhe was de- 

IL-'ered on the 23d inftant o f a dead fon, but fhe was not come to her full 

tim e; G od be thank’t, fhe is as well as can be expefted at this time. This iofs 

muft be repaired with another wholefome and found boy, if  it will pieafc 

G od  to do us that favour. M y wife lays, flic fiiould be glad to have given a 

grandfon to Jier father-in-law, whofe hands flie kiffes, and wifhes flie could do 

it really, by feeing you in fome good and fccure place. It would be a great 

fatisfaftion to me, if  you would do nothing that could difpleafe the emperor, 

becaufe all the honour depends on that, and fo I truft in God and your know­

ledge, that all this will go well.

W hen your difgrace happened, a courricr was difpatched for Vienna, who 

quickly came to Laxemburgh to count SinzendorfF, who went to Vienna, im­

mediately fent for me to his houfe, and told me— the emperor affures you o f 

his proteftion. But it is neceflary to comply with the will o f G od; the duke 

your father is difgraced and carried to Segovia, and we have exprcfs orders to 

take your papers inftantly; and fo he carricd me in his coach to my own houfe, 

and they told me to deliver my papers, afking me if had not fome intimate cor- 

refpondences with you. And they told me, that Ihey knew from the cuflome- 

houfc, that there was fo much mony (more indeed than there really wasj and 

I muft give it up by fair means, fince it was in their hands from the moment 

they firlt had the king’ s order; that it was owing to the emperor’ s gracioufnefs 

that the orders were not fully executed, which were, I believe, to make a pri- 

foner o f mp. And lb, I being in this condition, by an exprefs written order, 

I was obliged to depofit the mony in the publick imperial bank at Vienna, 

there being no other remedy, becaufe I had no notice from you, nor o f  -the 

leafl circumftance of this difgrace.

Had you been able to give me notice o f the leafl circumftance, all had been 

remedied. Bi|,t being crufhed on all fides, there was no other remedy for me in 

the world than to obey; for as I was one day going out o f Vienna to Calden- 

berg, I had a meffage from don Henrique, that I mufl not go far out o f the 

city, and fo that was like having the city for a prifon. But the emperor fent

me

6i8  M E M O IR S  O F  SIR  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .



me %’ord by count SinzendorfF, that he would fain fee me once, and I had Period fV. 

the honour o f an audience, and o f finding the emperor very gracious, and 

comforting me in my misfortunes and {brrows, ^hich you may imajTine were Ripperda. 

infinite, to fee you in fuch a condition. Afterwards came one don Philip 

Rodrigues, who had been fecretary to Beretti Landi, which Philip was very 

ill-intentioned, and he was afterwards to keep the papers. ATtcr this, came 

one called duke de Bournonville, worfe than the former, tormenting and ill 

treating me with bad language, infomuch that it was a ihame, and with iiifup- 

p o rt^ le  haughtincfs, aflcing me an account o f all. But by the emperor’s inter- 

ceffion, the whole was made up, and the faijd duke renounced by order, faying 

lhat the king was fatisfied as to me, and pretended to nothing more from me.

In fine, had it not been for* the imperial proteQion, I believe they had fwal- 

lowed me alive. But fo it came to pafs, that by a letter o f  order from the 

marquis dc la Paz, the king gave his royal confcnt to marry me, affigning mo 

for the days o f my life, an annual penfion o f a thoufand piftoles

I hope to give you a more circumftantial account by wgrd o f  mouth, and I 

humbly bcfeech you, for the love o f God, to preferve your'good intention to­

wards the emperor, and not to do any thing againft the king, and in favour o f 

the country where you are, becaufe all your honour, and your great renowned 

name, which you acquired by making the treatjes o f Vienna,*which were the 

ftxdus amicitice, and by’ the treaty o f navigation and commerce, would be en­

tirely loft, and will now and for ever fubfilt, if  you continue in the fame way 

o f thinking you had in diofe days. It you would but think fit to hjivc mat­

ters made up a little, it would be good to begin to go about it foon; fincc my 

mother, and brothers, and filler are within diat country, and will fuflfcr in cafc 

any thing fhould happen in oppofition to thefe princes. You will know if 

you could be fafe, or not, in this country', and therefore you will be pleaftd 

to do what you fliall judge molt proper for your fecurity, and the making up 

o f your affairs. I beleech you to vouchl'afe to think o f your fjjoufe and all 

us vour children, I alfo moft humbly befeech you to preferve me in your 

fatherly and kind proicflion and love; and my wife, who alfo loves you with 

all h?r heart and foul, alfo recommends hcrfelf, humbly killing her father’s 

hands, to whole paternal love we both o f us recommend ourielvf^s.

P . S, In cafc you (hould have a mind to write to the. emperor or to  my 

father-in-law, you might fend thofc letters to us, for I believe that would be

4  K  St be/t.

O R I G I N A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .



Period IV. beft. I cannot write more for want o f  paper; I  hope hereafter to fee or ^'vhe 
i 7t7to 1 ^ 7 3 0 . largely^

R I P P E R D A  T O  H I S  S O N .

Imputes his difgrace to count Konigfech.

M Y SON, London, Oftobcr 22— Novemkcr 2,

Orfoid " Y O U R  valuable letter o f the 26th, has been put into my hands, and it i.> the 

greateft comfort to me, to fee that you and your dear wife are goo(l and 

Tranjlation. Ileddy in your love to me, as your'fath er; and.I affure you, that you have 

fufficient reafon to continue it, for'I love you as the apples o f my eyes, and I 

would willingly give my blood for your fake. I am forry at my heart for thai 

untimely birtb, and I hope G od will give me defcendants from my loyns. 

Y o u  will tell me, whether count Cobenzel is the mother o f my dear daughter; 

and you  will tell me where D r. Henrique is, and how much money you have 

depofited in the imperial t>ank.

I now fee very clearly from the condu£l o f  count SinzendorflP, that he like- 

wlfe muft be one o f  the band o f count Konigfegg, my greateft enemy, and the 

only caufe o f my difgrace, as I will let the emperor fee at a proper time, if  he 

will allow me to do i t ; and you will tell me in what form and manner the em-. 

peror would have, 01 would ftot have me; and you will tell it me very plainly, 

as 1 am your father, who gave you life. I will not, neither can I, nor ought I 
to ftirr out of this kingdom, till I  know what the emperor thinks o f  my perfon 

and condu6l. I am very defirous to give an account o f  both to all Europe. 

And I know very well how to maintain that point o f honour I was born with, 

and which I have known how to maintain hitherto; and Ihall fee that Jama tt 

vita p a r i p a jfu , amlmlant. Y o u  muft fend your anfwers by the way o f M r. 

M cynarde Troye at Amfterdam, and fo they will come fafe. Y our muft ex­

plain yourfelf clearly to your father, who wiflies you long life, and loves you 

intirely.

T H E  D U K E  OF R I P P E R D A  T O  T H E  B A R O N  OF R I P P E R D A .

London, OAobci 26, JJiS.

^ford g lN C / E  I wrote to you from Exeter, I arrived in this town with perfe£l 

health, and do intend to take tny reft here, ’ till I can hear from you, and

M E M O IR S  OT S IR  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E ,



■whaU condition you are in. You will tell me, as I direfted you in mjr other Period IV. 

letter, howmucli you have fpent o f  the mony I lel’i in your power, and 

ever elfe has happened to you during the time o f ^ y  confinement, to ihe end Rippcrda. 

that I may take convenient meafures. Y ou  will enquire o f count de Coben- 

zel, V.I10 by your marriage is bccome my brother, if  he thinks it convenient I 

fhould write to the emperor to undeceive liim o f count KonfgCegg’s falfe- 

lioods, and defire him tt, trll you what he thinks I had bed do in that matter^ 

apd you will tell me, whether the mother to your beloved fpoufe, niy moft va­

luable daughter, be living, that I may write to the count, and to lier if alive.

Y o u  will bellow a thoui'and kill'es and embraces upon my beloved daughter, 

whom I cheriffi as much as the apples o f  my <cycs. I  am. See.

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  A N D  H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  D U K E

O F  N E W C A S T L E .

Acquaints cardinal Fleury wiih the arrival o j Lht dukt'vf Ri^^pcrda in England?

OfloUr 27, I'll*.

have thought fit to. lett both the cardinal and monfieur Chauvclin know, 

that the duke o f Riperda was arrived in the weft o f England, and upon 

his road to London, and that the greateft care fliould be taken to keep him 

private, that his coming may give as little offence as poffible. 'I'hey both 

agreed in that opinion, and far from thinking that his inajcfly fhould give him 
up, intimated to us, that he fliould be treated in fo civil and generous a manner, 

as to be kept in good humour, and by no means diiobliged.

B A R O N  r»E R I P P E R D A  T O  T H E  D U I C B  D E  R I P P E R D A .

Groningen, October 30, jyzf.

I V F  wife has recei'ved letters from Vienna, wherein your retreat from Se- OrfoU 
govia is cipproved with one common voice, and they hope that all this

O R I G I N A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E . 6»i

matter will go well, if  you keep, with the people where you arc, a referved Oj^dal tratfT-

conduft as to paft affairs, and a filence with relation to them; for in this man-

ner, tiiofc princes you ferved, will be contented and faiisficd with your con-

du£l; and the emperor will, I hope, affift you, fo that all may go w ell; and fo I

hope, from your great knowledge and management, that" you will bring all

your affairs to a good end, for yourfclf, my motljcr, and us your children, who
all



Period IV. all depend on your great forecaft, my mother and brothers being ftill irf) tliat 
i7»7to 1730. of  Spain: and lb I truft in G od he will grant yoii vfhat is nioft need­

ful to both your body and (bul, and for the comfort of all belonging to you. 

Befides this, you very well know what a revolting nation England is, where 

they dare attack their own king. M y grandmother, your mother-in-law, and 

your fitters hope for the good fortune o f feeing you in this country, fo does 

ray wife, who recommends herfelf to your affeftion. I could tell you more 

largely by word o f mouth all that has paft during your abfence from the mi^ 

niftry. Captain Heerma and monfieur Guidon are your humble fervants. 

Y o u  are univerfally wifhed for here; and I have wifhed with great palfion for 

your coming, believing it would t)e better for your honour, that you were here, 

rather than in England, unlefs, by agreement with the king o f Spain, you are 

to make up fome matters between the crowns, and that indeed would be a 

great honour for you. I  am, & c ,

T H E  D U K E  O F  R I P P E R D A  T O  S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .

Congratulates him on the conclujion o f the treaty o f Seville.

BXCELLENTISSIME DOMINE, Soho Square, die 7 Januarii, 17x9— 30.

Orford. 'J 'R I B U S  abhinc menfibus febri, pedibus manibufque laboravi; nec hodie 

Papers. ufum illorum recuperari potui- Excellentiam veilram ex animo congra-

tulor de conclufione traftatus Sevilienfis et sinni hujus navi principio. Deus 
addat multos felices, et gloriofos annos ad vitam vellrse excellentise mihi fu- 

niopere pretiofam. Peto ut mei recordetur, et fit certa excellcntia veftra 

quod fummo fervore et finceritate animi, femper exiftam. Excellentiffime 

domine, excellentias veftras lervus humilimus, et amicus fidelis.

W .  D U X  DE R i P P E R D A .

g a a  M E M O I R S  O F  S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .
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O R I G I N A L  C O k R E S P O N D E N C E .

D E  L A  F A Y E  T O  H O R A C E  W A L P O L E .  Period IV.
• 17*7101730.

Zord Town/hend complains o f iht duke o f Nev)Caf)le fo r  his ojicial jcaloufy. X——v~~#

(\Vhitehall, M ay 14, 1728.) I Send you, dear fir, the incbrcd by my 

lord Townlhcnd’ s order. You know how uneafy his grace is, jif my lord in- Paper*. ' 

terfercs in offering his thoughts ufran his difpatches, and therefore liis lordfhip 

has been forced to take this turn to let you know by the king’ s command, what 

ufe fhould be made o f fome intercepted letters, which the duke will lend you.

Y o u  will find that his majefty has not only read this paper, but by a marginal 

remark writ, with his own hand, and figned by himfdf, has approved what is 

there fuggcftcd. His lordfhip therefore thinks that you fhould in your dif- 

patches to the duke, give an dccount of the anfwcrs you rcceive from the car­

dinal upon thefe points, without taking notice whence you had the inftruQions, 

upon which you talk’d in that manner to his eminency, but rather letting 

them pafs as reflections o f your own, and what arofp from the drift o f thole 

letters. His lordfliip bid me tell you, that he makes no que'ftion but diat you 

will manage the letters fc nt you, in fuch a manner, that it may not be perceiv­

ed how, or whence you liad your advices.

T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

Is apprehenjive lejl the cardinal fhould not aH with vigour.— But is fa tiijied  

with his behaviour at'the confercncc.— S ir  Robert Walpole feems in earnrfl 

about M r. Stanhope's brother.

D E A R  S I R , N ew caftjc Houfe, Miy

J  Received with the greatefl pleafure the favour o f your letter, which you Harringtom 

may be afl'ured fhall be kept to myfelf, and that I fhall never make any ‘

ill ufe o f the confidence you are fo good as to have in me, which makes me Pri-uati.

hope for a continuance o f  your favors o f this kind. I am very fenfible that 

the mild dii’pofiiion o f the cardinal gives but too much rcai'un to apprehenc^, 

he may not always aft with that vigour and firmnef* with which he fometimes 

talks, but ihe account o f his behaviour at your conference, is indeed fo good, 

and the anfwcrs he gave you upon the feveral points you putt to hitn, fo flrong, 

that if  we are thoroughly fupported by the Dutch plenipof,fcntiarys, as I dare 

fay we {hall be, I really believe the cardinal will do what is right, and we dcfire 

o f  him.

■Tis



Period IV. ’ Tis impoffible in any difpatch to give more fatisfaftion, than your joirii. one 

|f7»7to »73° - done, as you will fee by my anfwer to it. I conclude the congrefs will now 

fooii open. Count Sinzeftdorft' having left Vienna foine time, I hope the 

cardinal will not have made many alterations in our inftru£lions. I fear mon- 

fieur Chauvelin will not have drawn the French ones in the manner wc could 

wilh, but if  the cardinal flicks to what he has promifed, all muft go well.

W e  have little or no news ftirring here, but general fatisfaftion at what 

paffes abroad. Sir Robert feems quite in earneft about your brother’s affair, 

and I hope to fend you a good account o f it in a very fhort time. This letter 

goes under de la Faye’s covcr, as-1 defire you will continue to fend thofe you 

favour me with, whenever you have a leifure hour. I fhould be glad to hear 

from you; for many things muft occur in your hegociations, which I fhall be 

glad to know j tho’ perhaps you may not think proper to put them in your pub- 

lick difpatches, and it will always be a particular fatisfaftion to me to know 

your opinion upon every thing that happens.

T H E  D U K E  OF N E W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

Informs him that his brother is difappoinied about the place,— ‘Thinks J ir  Robert 

Walpole was Jincere.— The king’ s prejudices again/l his brother, occafioned the 

fa ilu re .

DEAR. SIR, Newcaftlc Houfe, May 24— June 4, IT*?.

Harrington I Am perfuaded you will do me the juftice to believe, that it is -with the 

greateft concern that I now acquaint you, that poor Charles’s affair has at 

laft mifcarried, notwithftanding the hopes I g ive you o f fuccefs and certainty, 

I thought there was o f it, till within thefe very few days. Sir Robert W alpole 

continued to give fuch ftrong affurances o f his being for your brother, and 

only for Ijim, that I could not have the leaft doubt o f it j and indeed, nolwith- 

ftanding what has happened, I muft be fo juft to him, as to think he has been 

very fincere, and has his fliare o f uneafinefs upon it. It would be dwelling 

too long upon this difagr^eable fubjeQ:, to enter into all the particulars that 

have paffcdj however, I cannot forbear, in great confidence, acquainting you 

.with the moft material ones in the manner I have learnt them.

Sir Robert continued to think almoft to the laft, as he did when you was in 

town, that the difpofuion o f the place would be left entirely to him; but he 

found at laft, great encouragement had been given to another, if  not almoft

a pro-

6 2 4 *  M E M O I R S  O F  S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .



a pjomife, for whom a vacancy is, by the king’s exprefs order, made in tlie Peiiinl IV. 

board of trade, by removing Jack Chetwynd, and putting in fir .Thomas 

Fraukland. Soon after you left England, it was fai4 to fir Robert Walpole* 1728. 

that they believed you was not fatisfied with whSt the king laid to you upon 

youii'application in favour o f Charles, upon which I affured fir Robert, that 

by the king’s way o f talking, as I undcrftood, you had littl  ̂ reafon to fear 

fuccefs, were he (fir Robert W alpole) for it.

W lien fir Robert acquainted the king with the great difappoiutmcnt tins 

wouid be to you, the king anfwered, you could not from v hat he laid to 

you, think he defigned it for your brother. For that upon your faying you 

was forry the king had not a more favourable opinion o f  your brother, the 

king anfwered, he had a very good one o f  you-

This being the ftate o f the cafe, I am really afraid old prejudices remain’d 

fo ftrong, that they were not to be got over, and I have good reafon to think, 

that fir Robert has met with fo much difficulty, and fo many difagrceable in­

cidents in the diljpofal o f this employment, that the mifcarriagc is not to be 

imputed to him.

H e has obliged fir William Yonge to take it, which was certainly never in­

tended, for he never applied for Charles, but upon a fvippofition that fxr W .

Yonge wou’d not have it, and one o f the chief reafons that fir Robert W al­

pole made him accept it, was the difficulty he finds in getting any thing for 

him, and that it made the difappointment to Charles the eafier. I have now 

told you as much as I can by letter, which in juftice both to you and others,

I thought myfelf oblig’d to do. I can with truth fay, this affair gave me as 

much concern as it can do you; the only fatisfaflion J have is, that I have 

not omitted on my part, any one fingle thing that cou’ d have prevented what 

has happened; and whether we fhall ever be able to mend things 01 not, I 

lhall always be, with the mod unfeigned fincerity and affeftion to you, to 

Charles, and the whole family, & c .

W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E  T O  T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E .

Exfrtjji.% his great concern at the fa ilu re  o j  his hrother's expeBations.— Is not 

convinced o j  ftr  Robert Walpole's fincerity.— Thinki his coldi\efs at JirJl did 

him great hurt.— Is piqued, that others are made peers.,

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. S ig

V O L ,  I I .  P A R T  I I .  4  L



Period IV. m y  l o r d ,  J u a e 8, , 7 f ? .  i

Received lafl; night, by Ling, the meffenger, the honour o f  your grace’s 

Harrington private letter o f  the 24th ^pafl, O . S, acquainting me with the fuccefs o f  my 

brother’ s affair, which unexpefled difgrace, moved me more than ever I re- 

Private, member m yfelf to have been at any thing that ever happened to me in all ray 

' life; tho’ at tht fame time I beg leave to afl'ure your grace, that I never did

or can ofie moment forgctt the very kind and generous part which you and 

your brother have a£lcd towards us from the beginning to the end o f  this af­

fair. And I wifh I could be equally clear in my opinion as to fir Rbbert 

W alpole's behaviour in it; foraltho’ I am perfuadcd from what your grace has 

been pleas’d to tell me, that towards the end he wou’d have liked to have had 

it gone in the manner you defir’d, I cant, however, help thinking, that his 

vifible coolnefs at the beginning, w'as a great occalion o f its mifcarrying.

, But I fhall not detain your grace any longer upon fo difagrecoble a fubjefl, 

which I am fully perfuaded, from the many undoubted proofs I have had o f 

your grace’s friendf|iip anti good nature, mud be painfull to you to refleft 

upon, as it is to myfelf. Though I can’t help faying, i f  I miftook the king, by 

applying what he faid to me to my brother, it was very natural for me to do, 

confidering how it was. introduced, viz, by my telling him, that i f  formerly 

he had received‘any ill impreffions o f my brother, I hoped they were at prefent 

removed, which being the cafe, I could not imagine that he meant to me the 

cxprelTions of his good opinion, when my brother was the only fubje£l o f  our 

convcrfation. A t the fame time with your grace’ s letter, I received one from 

my brother, full o f the moft gratefull fentiments towards yourfelf and M r. 

Pelham, fo/ your finccre and zealous endeavours to ferve him in this as well 

as upon every other occafion, and for your kind concern at the difappointment 

he has met withall: and 1 wifh I could fay, that the ill fuccefs o f this affair 

bad made no deeper impreffions upon me, than I find it has upon him.

But however I may be affe£led with what has happened, it Ihall never make 

me lefs zealous or diligent in the executing o f his majefty’s commands to the 

beft o f  my abilitys, whilft I fliall have the honour to remain in his fervice. 1 
obferved that your grace takes no notice in your letter o f the late promotion 

of feveral gentlemen to the peerage, which I attribute to your good nature, 

as unwilling to fpeak at the fame time upon two fubjefcts, almoll equally dif- 

agrecable to me, tho’’ I hope you will be affur’d, that whatever rhy difappoint-

inents
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merits may be, and from whatever quarter they may come, I can never be fo Period IV, 

weak as to be out o f humour at whatever your grace fliou’d think fit to fay 

me upon them  ̂ or doubt of your endeavours apd diefires to have prevented 1718.

them. I fliould be glad to receive further lights from you in relation to my 

FiCitdi fecretary. For altho’ I have never trailed him with any thing o f  

confequence, fince my brother firll writt to me upon his fubjott, I ftiould be 

loath to ruin him for ever by turning him immediately out of my fcrvice, u .̂- 

lefs your grace flioiild think the fufpicion againll him fo well grounded, as to 

make it neceffary. W e fet out to-monow for Soifl'ons, from whence we (hall 

very foon fend another«iefTenger to England, by whom I fhail not fail to write 

fully, and in confidence to your gracc, my opinion o f the fuccefs we are like to 

have at the congrefs.

S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E > J D .

M r. Stanhope difapp( înle.d that his brother is not qppointcd a lord o f  the ad~ 

miralty\ and that himfclf is not made a peer.— Thinks hjs brother obnoxious 

io f i r  Robert Walpole.— Praifes the candour o f Mr. Stanhope.— ReJltElions 

on the point o f GibraUar.— h  o f  opinion, that it would be a wife meafure 

io re f ore it to Spain.

M Y  L O R D ,  Paris, June 9, 171? ,

J  Think it proper your lordfhip fliould be appris’ d, that M r, Stanhope is ex- Townlhen# 

tremely call down, on the double dilappoinlment of bis brother’s^not beijjg 

in the admiralty, and his own not being made a peer. The fir/l, I find, he 

did not entirely reckon upon, on account o f his brother’s being perfonally 

difagreeable to fir Robert W alpole; but the latter, he fays the kii’g had ab- 

folutely promis’d him, and that your lordlhip, fir Robert Walpole, and the 

duke o f Newcaflle had promis’d to be his remembrancers, and to fupport his 

requeft. He was going to write to your lordfhip by this mefleiiger; but 

afterwards faid it was now too late, the affair was decided, and the main pre­

tention on which he hoped to obtain this diflinttion, which was that o f  his 

being firfl plenipotentiary at the congrefs, being overlooked, he could never 

hope to obtain this favour; that he was very fure your lordfhip was his real 

friend, and had done all you could for him even in his abfence; and that the 

writing to you, would only be giving you a pain, which your kindrtcfs towards

4 JL 2 him
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Period IV. him had very little deferved. I fhould do him great injuftice, if  I fhould in- 

»7̂7tP*730Y,nnate that this or any other private cor\fideration, was capable o f  altering 

his way o f afting in the affairs we have to tranfaft together, which I do 

affiire your lordfliip, has been hitherto accompanied w'ith the greateft open- 

nefs, candour, and honour. A s it is o f high innportance, in my humble opi­

nion, for the b'enefit o f the fervicc, that he ftould continue in the fame fenti- 

rcents o f refpeft and confidence towards your lordfhip, which I am very fure 

he has, I would fubmitt it to your lordfhip’ s confideration, whether it might 

not be proper to enable me to fay fomething to him from your lordftiip 'upon 

this occafion, which may convince: him that you continue his friend. I muft 

own to your lordfliip, that I am very much plealed with him, and fo is Mr, 

W alpole. But God is my witnefs, that in what I now write, I have no view to 

make my court to Mr. Stanhope or any one elfe, but only to continue to do 

.all in my power towards preferving that union and harmony, which I think 

neceffary for the great work we have before us, which I am very fure requires 

all helps o f  this kipd.

I can fee no daylight yet in the affairs o f the congrefs, only thus much, that 

after we carry the point o f  Gibraltar, the Spaniards will leave no ftone un­

turned to hurt our commerce, in order to dittrefs us into a compliance on the 

other point. T h e  queen o f Spain may have other views, but the catholick 

king and the true Spaniards are animated againft us by this fingle confidera­

tion. G od forbid that any Britifh fubjeO. fhould think o f giving up G ib­
raltar in the prefent violent fituation o f things, and under the rough treatment 

we meet with from Spain. But if  the Spanifh plenipotentiarys, inftead o f 

demanding it peremptorily, were to fett forth in an amicable manner, that the 

. quadruple alliance having made great alterations in the polTeflions afcertatned 

by the treaty o f Utrecht, and the crown o f Spain having acceeded to that al­

liance, under hopes given both by England and France o f their recovering a 

place extorted from than by the mere neceflity o f  their affairs, they are ready 

to offer an equivalent for it, and only defire a promife, that the confideration 

o f this equivalent may be fubmitted to the king and his parliament, leaving 

our poffeflion in the meart time on the foot o f  our treatys, I muft own, in 

fuch a cafe. I, fhould not think any injury done us. This and fome advan­

tage for the queen o f i^ain ’s family, confiftent with the balance o f Europe, 

might perhaps procure a general pacification, and reduce the emperor to rea-

fon.
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fon.# Without fomething o f this kind, I fear no peatc can be o f long dura- IV.

tion, nor our commerce to Spain and the W eft Indies ever be free from Ioffes

and interruption. 1718.

I beg ten thoufand pardons for prefuming to offer my poor thoughts to yottr 

Jord.ffSip, on fo delicate an affair, but I fliall endeavour to malce amends by ex­

ecuting my InftrutUons witji all the fubmifTion, diligence, and jexatbiefs, that 

my infirm ftate o f body and mind will permitt me; having no other ambition 

in the world, but by afting the part o f an honefl man, to delcive the conti- 

nuante o f that proteflion from your lordfliip, which has made tlie honour and 

liappinefs o f  my life. I pray God to reflore to your lordfhip perfetl health, 

accompanied with all poffible happinefs to yourfelf and family, and am with 

the warmeft devotion and refpeft, & c .

T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

Condoles with him on his brother's di[appointment.■^AJfures him that the king 

always mentions him with terms o f regard,

DEAR SIR, Claremont, June 3— 14, 171*.

J  Had the favour o f  your very kind letter o f  the 8th o f  June, and i f  any 

thing fo u ’d add to my conccrn in your late dilappointnicm, it wou’d be 

your goodnefs to m  ̂ in allowing me to have a very great Diare in whatever 

happens to you or your taniily, that is difagreable to you. 1 did not 

indeed trouble you about the promotioii of the lords, imagining that might 

give you fome concern, when you had but too much upon poor Charles's 

account. Under thefe circumftances, the only comfort I can give ybu, 

and that is but fmall, is, that the king, whenever he mentions you, which he 

does very often, does it with the greatett regard imaginable; and I verily be­

lieve, has an entire confidence in you. Your relolution o f  not letting any 

o f  thefe incidents affeft you in the execution o f the king’s bufinefs, is fo like 

yourfelf,. that it cannot be too much commended.

But to leave this difagreable fubjeft, with affuring you o f mine and my 

brother’s firm refolutions to contribute the little in our power, conftantly to 

promote whatever may be to your fatisfahion, or for the iiuerfft of your fa- 

m iiyj I muft acquaint you, that M r. W alpole’s account from Compiegne, o f 

the cardinal’s and monfieur Chauvelin’s difcourl'c with'Bournonville about 

Gibraltar, and the cardinal’s refentment a:t the unaccountable behaviour o f  the

court
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Period IV. court o f  Vienna, about the affair o f  Mecklenburgh, has given us the gffatcft 
»7»7 to 1730. indeed, I begin to hope you will not have much difficulty

at the congrefs, at  l caf t ‘ a b o u t  Gibraltar, for it is not  pof l i bl e to be more * *

* * than the cardinal has been upon it. I hope ioon to have an account 

o f your opening the co n g re fs , and as your letters a re  m o ft W ellcom e to ln e, I 

fhou'd be extneam glad to have your opinion o f  the fuccefs you are like to have.

^30 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z .

O n M r. Stanhope's difcontent.— Ju Jlifin  fir  Robert Walpole.— K ing % perfonal 

di/like to Charles Stanhope, and though warmly prejjed by f ir  Robert Walpole, 

rtfufes to grant a peerage.— Promijes his fu^port.— Approves the propofal 

io rejlore Gibraltar, but declares his opinion, that the nation w ill never confent 

to it»

SIR, Whitehall, June 3— 14, 1718.

Townlhend j  Received your better, and am extremely obliged to you for the friendly 

- part you a6l towards me, in acquainting me with the uneafincfs which M r.

Privaie. Stanhopc feems to be under at prefent. For as I h îve a real value and re-

Draught. fpeft for that gentleman, you may imagine that I muft be very follicitous to 

clear up any matter, that can poflibly give him the leaft room to doubt o f  the 

fincerity o f my friendfhip for him.

As u> his brother’ s not being in the admiralty, I can with great truth affure 
you, that that difappointment did not a: M  proceed from any perfonal diflike 

conceiv’d againft him by fir Robert Walpole, who recommended him in the 

ftrongeft m^inner to the king, and efpovifed his interelt with fo much warmth, 

as even to hazard the lofs o f his credit with his majefty for ever. But after 

the moft earne ft and repeated foliicitations in behalf o f M r. Stanhope, the king 

abfolutely refufed to preferr him to ;he admiralty, with fome exprefllons o f 

refentment againft fir Robert W alpole, for having recommended him.

• As to the other poini o f the peerage, I dare fay, that when M r. Stanhope 

knows the true ftato of the cafe, he will not thvnk he has any reafon to be dif- 

fatisfy’d with the condufl of his friends in that particulatr. A  few days before 

the prorogation o f the parliament, my brother W alpole waited upon the king, 

and told him, that this would be a proper time to fulfill his gracious intentions 

towards thofe whom he had promifed to promote to the honour o f  peerage. 

His majefty feem’d much difpleafed at this propofal, and faid he was deter­

mined



minod not to make any promotion of thar kind. This anfwer, tho’ it was dc- Period IV, 

liver’d with a good deal o f  warmth, did not binder my brother W alpole from 

renewing his inftances upon this fli!)je6l, but to no.purpofc. The next morn- 1728. 

ing his majefty told my brother W alpole with Ibme vchcmencc, that if  he 

muft Tnake fomc new lords, he was rcfolved to make only four, and mention’d 

thofe whole names you have fecn in the printed papers. M y brotlicr endea­

vour’d to perfuade him to add feme who had equal pretenfions witli thofe h* 

had named, and rcprefented to him, that this creation would be much fmaller 

than bad been ufual at t,he beginning o f a reign, but his majefty abfolutely re- 

fufed to make any more. I muft acquaint you in confidence, that fir Thomas 

Saunderfon. who, as heir to my lord Caftleton, had a very juft claim to have been 

diftinguifli’d upon this occafiyn, could not obtain that favour, notwiihftanding 

the moft preffing follicitations o f my lord Scarborough, who, upon his appli- 

cadon to her majefty, to ule her good offices in favour o f his brother, was 

anfwcr’d, that ftie durft fay no more to the king upon this head.

This being the true ftate o f that affair, I hope Mr^ Stanhope will not think 

that his pretenfions have fufFered by any coolnefs or indiffertnce on our partj 

and as it is very probable that upon the breaking up o f tire congrefs, his ma­

jefty  may be difpofed to lliew a due regard to the merit o f one who nmft have fo 

confiderabie a fhare in the affairs that are to be traniafted thert, he may de­

pend upon my utmoft “endeavours to obtain that diftinttion, which he is fo

juftly entided to. I beg you v.'ill afiure him from me, that as 1 have ever

fuice my firft acquaintance with him, piofels’d a real value and cftccni for

him, I lhall always behave myfelf in every thing where his intereft is con­

cerned, in (uch a manner, as to give him no room to repent the confidence he 

is pleafed to cxprefs in die fincerify o f my good wifties towards him.

W hat you propofe in relation to Gibraltar, is certainly very reafonable, 

and is exaClly conformable to the opinion, which you know I have always en­

tertain’d concerning that place. But you cannot but be fenfdjle o f the vio­

lent and almolt fuperftitious zeal, which has of late prevailed among all par- 

tys in this kingdom, againft any fcheme for the retlitution o f Gibraltar upon 

any conditions whatfoever. And I am afraid, that the bare mention o f a pro- 

pofal, which carry’ d the moft diftant appearance o f laying Engla^id under an 

obligation o f ever parting with that place, would be fufficien.t to put the whole 

nation in a flame. In my opinion, all we can do to foften the king o f Spain, 

and to appeafe the ill will which the Spanifti nation has conceived againft us,
will
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PeriodIV. will be to confent to fuch propofals as may prevent the unlawfull trade, which 
I7»7t0i730. gjiejg’d by the Spaniards to be carry’d on by the South Sea company, 

without rendering ineiFe£tual the privilege which is granted to that company 

by the afliento treaty, o f fending one (hip amiiially to the Spanifli Wefl, 

Indies^

SIS.  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Sends to the king a letter fro m  the duke o f  Wharton to Horace W al^M ,—  

Defires injlruBions may be forw arded to P a ris  on that fuhjeEl.

M y  LORD, Hockre), June 29— July 10, i~z%.

Wefton j  Send your lordfhip a letter from the duke p f  Wharton to my brother at 

Papers. Paris, which the meffenger brought hither to me this morning. I beg you

, -will lay it before the king,^nd take his majeftie’s orders upon the fubjefl;, afld 

tranfmitt them to my brother, which he is very defirous to receive without 

Ioffe o f  time, that he ihay know in what manner to behave himfclf when 

the duke o f  Wharton is at Paris. I am forry the duke o f, W harton men­

tions me in particular, which putts me under fome difficulty, but I cannot for­

bear faying, I fee no reafon for his majefty’ s altering the orders he has already 

given about the duke o f  Wharton, but think it neceffary that my brother 

ftiould be acquainted in form by a fccretary o f date, with the king’s pleafure 

upon this fubjeS;, without lofs o f time.
I f  his majefty fhould ever be induced to think o f pardoning the duke o f 

W harton, ’ tis furely now advifable to carry on the profecution, when there are 

legal and full evidences, which may be afterwards hard to come at, and mercy 

i$ no leffe in the king’s power after conviflion.

T H E  D U K E  OF  W H A R T O N  T O  H O R A C E  W A L P O L E .

[Enclofed in the preceding letter,]

Acknowledges that the king’s clemency was owing to the regard f t r  Robert 

Waif ok had fo r  his father.-r^RequeJls Horace Walpole to intercede fo r  him.

SIR, Lions, June 18, 1718.

Walpole Y O U R  excellency will be furpriz’d to receive a letter from me, but the 

clemency with which the government o f England has treated me, which

is



is iif a great meafurc owing to your brother’s regard to my father’s memory, Penod IV. 

makes me hope that you will give me leave to expref^iny gratitude for it.

Since his prefent majefty’s acceflion to the throrie, I have abl'olutely refus'd >7*8. 

to be concerned with the pretender or any of his affairs, and during my ftay 

in Italy have behav’d myfelf in a manner that doftor Peters, M r. Godolphin, 

and,M r. Mills can declare to be confiftent with my duty to th'e prefent king.

I was forc'd to go to Italy, to get out o f Spain, where if  my true dcGgn hSd 

been known, I fhould have been treated a little fevercly.

I *am coming to Paris, to put myfelf entirely under your excellency's 

proteftion, and hope that fir Robert W alpole’s good nature will prompt him 

to fave a family, which his generofity induced him to fpare. I f  your excel­

lency would permitt me to- wait upon you for an hour, I am certain you 

would be convinc’t o f the fincerity o f my repentance for my former madnefs, 

would become an advocate with his majefty to grant me his moll gracious* 

pardon, which, it is my comfort, I fhall never be required to purchafc by 

any ftep unworthy o f a man o f  honnour. I do not mtend,in cafe o f the king's 

allowing me to pafs the evening o f  my days under tlic ftiadow o f his royal 

proteflion, to fee England for fome years, but fhall remain in France or G er­

many, as my friends (hall advife, and enjoy country fports till all former ftoryg 

are buried in oblivion. I beg o f  your excellency to let me receive your or­

ders at Paris, which I will fend to your hoftel to receive. The dutchefs o f  

W harton, who is with me, defires leave to wait on Mrs. W alpole, if  you think 

proper. I am, & c .

T H E  D U K E  OF W H A R T O N  T O  H O R A C E  W A L P O L E .

Requejls his intcrcejfion to obtain his pardon.

SIR, July 6, I7i»,

* ^ H E  friendfhip which your excellency has allways had for my family, makes Walpole 

me hope that you will not decline to become an advocate in my favour 

with the king, that his majefty may be gracioufly pleas’d to allow me the honour 

imploring his royal pardon for my paft conduft, and that in order to it, h ii 

majefty will permit me to make him an humble tender o f my duty in a letter, 

in which I may have an opportunity o f exprelfing the reŝ l fentiments Qf my 

heart, and my unalterable refolution to pais the remainder o f  my days as it be­

comes a dutiful fubjeft, who has allready received the ftrongeft proofs o f his 

V O L .  1 1 .  P A R T  I I .  4 “  majefty’s
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Period IV. majefly’s great clemency, and who is confequently tied to his duty by’ gra- 

as well as inclinayon. I fhall eftecm this as the greaieft marie o f  your 

excellency’s gpod nature, for really your tranfmitting o f  iny humble requeft 

to the king, will be an aft o f  generofity that fhall be always acknowledged.

P . S , I f  your excellency favours me with an anfwer o f this letter, diretted 

to me at Roen, it will affurely reach me as it will charm me.

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  H I S  G R A C E  T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E .(

Vijit o j  the duke o f  Wharton.

M Y LORD, Paris, July 6, 17:8.

Walpole Y ^ - S T E R D A Y  about noon, while I was engaged with feme company in 

my own houfe, my page brought me word, that there was a fervant at the 

Ce/>.  ̂door, who defired to know, when a gentleman, who was lately arrived from 

Lyons, and had fomething in particular to fay to me, might fee me. I ap­

pointed him to corpe this'morning at eight o ’clock, at which time the duke o f 

Wharton made me a vifit, and introduced hirafelf by telling m^, that he could 

not fufficiently exprefs his gratitude for the great goodnefs and clemency o f  

the government o f England, in not proceeding againft him with that feverity, 

which his behaViour had deferved; which he was perfuaded proceeded from a 

regard to his father’s rpemory. That he could fincereiy alfure me, that he had 

not been any ways concerned in the intereft or fervice o f  the pretender, nc«: 

with any perfon that belonged to him, for fome months before the death o f his 

late majefty, or ever fince his prefent majefty’s fucceffion to the crown. That 

he had indeed lately paffed through Parma, where the pretender and feveral . 

o f  his adherents were with him, but that he had induftrioufly avoided to fpeak 

with any o f them, keeping conllantly company with thofe Englifh that arc 

known to be well afFeSed to his majefty’s government. That he was now de­

termined to fling himfelf at the king’s feet, to implore his mercy, pardon, and 

protection; having taken a fixed refolution to behave himfelf as a faithful! 

fubjeQ; to his majefty for the remainder o f his life, and fhould retire to fuch 

place, and cotjtinue there for fuch time as his majefty fhould think fit, without 

being at all roncerned in any affairs, with much more to the fiime cfleQ;; 

which he expreffed with that eloquence, which is fo natural to him; accom­
panying this declaration with the mofl folemn proteftations o f  a conftant fide­

lity to his majefty’s perfon and government, and defi.riiig that I would lay be­

fore
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for<; the king what he had faid, and fupport it with my intercft and credit for Period IV. 

obtaining bis majefty’s grace and forgivenefs; intimating to me, thal he was 

ready to make his rubmiffion to his niajcfty, in a lettei*that he would write him- 17*1. 

felf to the king for that purpoi’e.

I *told the duke o f Wharton, that I could make him no other anfwcr to this 

folcmn declaration, confidering the notoriety of his adions, thjin that if  he c x -  

pe8:ed I fhould as a minifter fay any thing to the king about him, I muft de- 

fjrc he would give it me in writing, and I would not fail, on account o f his 

great quality, and o f his being ftill a peer o f Great Britain, to tranfniit it to 

your grace, for his majefty’s commands upon it. But I could not help afking 

him, what fecurity he could give for a more fettled and regular behaviour, 

confidering the conftant variety o f contraditlions in his life, both in religion 

and politicks, for fo many years. T o  which indeed he had little to fay, bcfides 

the affurances o f becoming entirely a new man, and o f proving it by his fu­

ture behaviour; that he was ready to let me know any thini' with regard to 

the pretender, as far as was confiftent with his honour, in not betraying or do­

ing the leafl; hjrm to any perfon that had been concerned with him; and fpoke 

o f  the late bifhop o f Rochetter on this occafion, with fome regard, to whom 

he was refblved to return fome original papers, that he might be convinced, 

that he would not have it even ih his power to hurt him.

He then gave me *by fits, and in a rambling way, that was entertaining 

enough, on account o f leveral of his late motions and aOions, while he was in 

the pretender’ s fcrvice, and particularly in Spain, with which it is unnecefTary, 

and o f no fervice to trouble your grace at prefcnt. And he concluded with 

telling me, that he would go to his lodgings, which were in a garret, where the 

dutchefs o f Wharton was likewife with him, and would write mt y letter; and 

immediately without making the lead ftay or appearance here, retire to Rouen 

in Normandy, and there expeft my anfwer, after I fhall have given an ac­

count o f him to England. But before he left me, he afked me my opinion as 

a friend, whether.he (hould immediately refign the king of Spain’ s commif- 

iion as an officer in his army; I civilly declined to give him my advice one 

way or other in it. Upon my return this evening from Verfailles, 1 found a 

letter from his grace, o f which the inclofcd* is a copy. • The pre-

T he duke of Wharton told me in confirmation of what ivfr. Allen wrote 

lately about the pretender at Parma,* that the duke o f Purma, upon the pre­

tender’s arrival there, fent him his own guards to attend him, vifited him

4 M 2 both
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PofiodlV. both at the place where he was lodged, as well as in the boxes at the opera, 
178^101730.  ̂ j rank, and publickly treated him in every refpaft as king o f Great

Britain; and particularly, that when the duke o f  Wharton took his leave o f  

the duke o f Parma at the opera, having firft let him know, (liat he could not 

come into the box where his highneis was, on the account o f  a certain ptrfoft 

being there, meaning the pretender, the duke o f  Parma came out o f the box 

to him, and took an occafion to fiiy, that he did not fear the Englifh; for their 

fleet could not come to hiai at Parma.

6^6 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.

T H E  D U K E  OF N E W C A S T L E  T O  H O R A C E  W A L P O L E .
1

Approves his conduB towards the duke o f Wharton, and declares the king’ s refo~ 

lution not to receive any application.

SIR, Whitehall, July i— i i ,  i7iS.

Walpole. " p jA V I N G  laid before the king your excellency’s letter, giving an account

Papers.  ̂ i;(^ceived from the duke o f W harton, and inclofing a

copy o f  a letter h  ̂ wrote to you afterwards upon the fame occafion, I  am 

commanded to let you know, that his majefty approves what you faid to 

the duke, and your behaviour towards him ; but that the duke o f  W harton 

has conduBed himfelf in fo extraordinary a manner, fince he left England, and 

has fo openly declared his difaffeftion to the king apd his government, by 

joining with and ferving under his majefty’s profeffed enemys, that his ma­

jefty  does not thimk fit 10 receive any application from him.

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E .

Hukt o j Wharton renews his conneSion with the Jacobites.

M Y LORD, P»rU, Auguft 14, 1718.

Walpole J ^ A V I N G  already acquainted your grace, that the jacobites had. a defign 

o f  printing a manifefto here in favour o f the pretender, by way o f  addrefs 

Cfl/jr. to the feveral powers affembled at the congrefs; I have been iince told 

by the Garde des Sceaux, that he had feized the whole inipreffion, and put an 

effeftual ftop to it. And Mr. Robinfon having been again at the prifoo o f  the 

Chatelet, to fee M . Aderhelm, has obtained o f him a copy o f  the faid ma­

nifefto, with the deduftions defign’d to be annexed to it, which I have the 

honour to fend your grace inclofed. In the mean while, 1 am informed, that

the



the duke o f  Wharton, having upon what has pafTed with relation to him in Pwiod IV. 

England, renewed his commerce with the Jacobites, and D'ublickiv txrofefled 

his attachment to the pretender and the catholick religion, is now at Diepe, in  1719.

company with Mift, the printer; and it is not impoffibie, but they may be 

forming fome defign to print this piece, either there or at Roiien, in which laft 

place at leaft there are preffes.

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF  W A L D E G R A V E .

Imperial minijlers cabal with oppofition, and draru their accounts principally'

from  thcnt,

M Y  DEAR LORD, London, February l i ,  r7»8— 9,
V-

'J 'H E  conftant maltiplicity o f bufinefs here in parliament, has been the rea- WaMegr»w 

fon why I have not fooner acknowledged your kind letters fince my ar- 

riva ll; but now the moft materiall points are over, with as grejt a fuperiority 

on the fide o f the court, and indeed with as much zeal and ftedynefs as I ever 

faw in a majori t̂y, I hope this will find you and your coun fully convinced, 

that this parliament will heartily fupport his majefty, to bring matters to a de- 

cifion by peace or wa#, as they have already done to bring them to the 

prefent crifis. As you will receive every thing that is neceJTary from lord 

Townfhend, for your* intelligence and direftion at this junfture, 1 ihall 

not trouble you on that hf*ad, but only obferve, that I am forry to fee 

that I find I doe not know by what fatality, that all the imperiall minifters 
that come to this court, o f what condition and quality fo ever they are, will 

think the beft way o f  doing their bufinefs, and o f  being informed, is to fcek 

the acquaintance o f thofe whofe views naturally lead them to keep up the 

mifunderftanditig between his majefty and the emperour, and for that puipofe 

are very induitrious to give the imperiall minifters here, a falfe reprefentation 

o f  things. Count Starembergh fell fomewhat into this miftake at the latter 

end o f his miiirftryj tho’ in the main h  ̂did well, and was refpefted. But every 

minifter fince him, from Vienna, has taken care to be entangled in a wilder- 

ncfs o f errors, and to fancy by getting falfe lights, they are able to learn more 

thap O thers, who know the true ftate o f things here.
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Peri«4 IV. L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z .
17*7101730.
^.— Complains o f the uncevtain fitm tion o f affairs  ̂ and f  ata the ncccffity that

France Jhould explicitly declare her intentions^ without which the parliamint 

cannot be managed.

 ̂ DEAR SIR, , Whitehall, Febvuiry ai, i7aS—

Poyntz Y ^ U R  difpatches by M olloy, have given me uiorc uneafiners, than ever I 

felt in tny life ; and as I have, as you know, move coufidencc in you, 

Privatt. than in any man living, I cannot lielp giving, in the utmull Lcrccy, yc!.u the 

trouble, and nnyfelf the comfort, o f opening my mind to you upon the prefent 

fituation o f affairs. I agree perfcftly with the cardinal in what he iays iu his 

letter to M r. Walpole, that the alfurances given by Sinzendori’ on the one 

hand, and by Bournonville on the other, and the provilional trcatys not 

^having been as yet rejefted by the courts o f Vienna and Madrid, are confi- 

^ ration s fufficient to juftify our not having come to a rupture as yet. I 

likewife agree ttill farther, that no ftep towards a war, ought openly to be 

made by us, till after the arrival o f  the gallions, and til! we.fee whether the 

effefts will be deliver’ d out purfuant to the preliminarys. In acquiefcing fo 

far, I have no difficulty. But what grieves me is, to fee the cardinal fo averfe 

to the explaining himfelf, in confidence to the king, upon the meafures to be 

taken by the allyes o f Hanover, in cafe the emperor and queen o f  Spain, 

Ihould either refufe to deliver out the effcfls, purfuant to the preliminarys, 

o r  fhould not give a fatisfaftory anfwer as to the concluding the provilional 

treaty.

T he allys o f Hanover, have in their hands, ftrength fufficient to bring their 

enemys to reafon: they have given each other ftifficient proofs o f their fidelity 

to their engagements. They therefore ought fo far to confult their own honor 

and intereft, as not to fuffcr themfelves to be intangled, and put under diffl- 

cultys, and even infulted in the eye o f  all Europe, by trifling and unreafona- 

Wc delays in carrying on the negociation; but to be prepared to aft in con- 

cen, as well in what relates to the method o f carrying on the treaty, as to 

military operations, in cafe thofe Ihould become iieceffary. T h e  cardinal has 

had fufficient, experience o f our fccrefy; and therefore muft know that he 

might fecurely open himfelf to the king, without running any rilk o f  having 

his thoughts come Ito the knowledge, either o f  the court o f  Vienna, or o f  that 

o f  M adrid; and therefore, that no ill confequence could poflibly attend his

doing
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doing it. I f  ihe cardinal knew our fituation here, he would be convinced of PerJodiV. 

the neceffity there is o f his afting this friendly part towards the king, and that 

the true intereft o f France, requires he fhould do<it. He is miftakcn, if  he 17*9.

thinks, that the parliament is infhicnted by money, to be thus unanimous in the 

fupporting his majefty in all he has done. This zeal proceeds from the chief 

men in both houfes being convinced, that the mcafures his majdty has hitherto 

taken are right; but thel'e perfons, tho’ they have heartily concurred in what 

has been done htdierto, arc under the grcatcft anxiety, at the uncertain ftate 

o f  our affairs; and will not be kept much longer in fufpence.

W e  fhall raife three miJlions five hundred thoufand pounds this year, which 

is above one million five hundred thoufand pounds more than our ordinary 

expences in time o f peace; and if we are not enabled, to give afl'urances, at 

Icafl privately to the members o f  weight and intereft in both houfes, before 

they arc prorogued, that matters are agreed and concerted between his ma- ■ 

jefty and France, in fuch a manner that they may depend either upon feeing 

an honourable end foon put to our prefent difturbanc’es by negocialion, or that 

the allys o f Hcfliover have taken mcafures to do themfcivcs juflice by force 

o f  arms, the king’s credit and influence in this parliament will be entirely loft, 

which is an extremity the king muft never fuffcr himfelf to be drove to.

T he confufions and misfortunes that attended the reigns o f king Charles the 

firft, and the fecond, and king James, in differing with their parliaments, are loo 

recent, and too notorious to be forgot. I f  therefore his eminency is not to 

be prevailed upon to open himfclf confidently to hi*- majclly, and to iny down 

fuch methods, as appear proper for bringing the allys o f Hanover out o f this 

ftate o f  uncertainty (which is the only circumftance that makes the parliamervt 

nneafy under the prefent burthens) the king muft determine in that t afe, by 

leffening his expences abroad, to eafe the nation o f the greatcft part of the 

additional taxes they now bear. Should we be obliged to go into this mea- 

I'ure, by France’s not opening her fentiment« freely to us, our allys cannot 

with reafon complain. His eminency muft remember, that we have fairly and 

honeftly reprefented the difficultys we fhall labour under, which may all be 
removed in cafe France will explain herfelf with confidence as to the methods 

by which fhe thinks we are to eonduft ourfelves towards puuing'a fpecdy end 

to the prefent difordets artd difturbatices in which Europe «  involved. O ur 

requeft muft be own’d to be reafohabk, and what ought not be denied to

aJiys,
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Period IV. allys, efpecially to (uch as have behaved as we have done. A n d  fo f&r we 
excufable before G od and man, be the event what it will.

I trouble you with this long epiftle, with no other view than to open my mind 

to you freely, and without referve. Y ou know the reproaches I have with 

patience born, upon the account o f the fliare I had in forming this allyance. 

It  is therefore 'very natural I fliould be very much concern’d for its fuccefs. 

I«write in the greateft confidence to you, and to you alone; and can depend 

upon your friendfhip to excufe any weaknefs that may be found, as to the 

manner in which I have exprefled m yfelf; as to the prefent temper and dlfpofi- 

tion o f  this country, I am fure I, have given a true and faithful account o f 

it. I am, with the greateft fincerity and affeSion, dear fir, yours, & c .

LORD  T O W N S H E N D  T O  S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z .

Enclofes a letter to Jhew the cardinal, or not, according to his difcretion, m th a 

view to dijcover his iitieniions, and to be delivered Jrom the uncertain Jlate 

o j  things.

DEAR P0Y N T 2, m iteh iJ l, Febniiry t i ,  i 7i 8— 9.

FoyntE " Y O U  have the inclofed from me, to be made ufe o f as you ihall think moft

Paper). king's fervice. Y ou  may communicate it to the cardinal as from

yourfelf, in confidence, or let it alune, juft as you ftiall judge it may be beft 

for the purpofe u> which it is intended. Y ou  fee my chief aim is to bring the 

cardinal to a clear explanation, whether in cafe Spain Ihould refufe to fign the 

provifional treaty, he will take vigorous meal'ures to bring matters to a fpeedy 

decifion; or if  he is determin’d ftill to continue negociating, you will endeavour 

to draw from him, what method he will take to carry on, and the terms upon 

which he intends to finilh thefe pacifick negociaticMw: fince it is evident to us 

all here, that this nation will not long bear the prefent uncertain ftate o f  things. 

T his letter, therefore, is folely calculated to let the cardinal fee the neceffity we 

lhall be under to rcduce our exgences, if  he does not, by opening himfelf 

clearly to us, deliver us from our prefent ftate o f  uncertainty. Y o u  can 

beft judge what effeA thij way o f  reafoning may liave upon him ; we 

have tried alUothers, but to little purpofe. Y ou  have the king’# teave, there­

fore, to -Ihew it him, as fipom yourfelf, in great confidents} <X to bum  it, as 

you  lhall think moi^ for his majefty’ s fervice.

Give
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G ive me leave to fuggcft to you, whether you might not try the cardinal Period 1V̂  

by talking calmly to him at firft, as from yourfelf only, the fiibllance o f  this 

enclofed letter, as your own notion and apprehcnliofis as to the danger wc in 1719. 

common run, in cafe France continued us any longer in the prcfcnt ftate o f  

uncertainty. I f  you find this way o f arguing has a good elfcct, then to pro­

duce in confidence to hiin my letter, to corroborate what you (liall have faid.

There is this further advantage in mentioning this firft as from yourfelf, for 

you may. then take notice to the cardinal, o f what you faid to him, and o f what 

his 5minency anfwered you, in your difpatch to the duke of Ncwcaftle, which 

otherwife you mull avoid doing. Y our’s moll afFeflionately,

T H E  D U K E  OF  N E . W C A 6 T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

Reafom f o r  preferring an alliance with the emperor to one with Spain, i f  im- 

^ofjiblt with bolh.'^D iffers fr o v i lord Toxvii/?tend.— IneJfeBual attempts o f the 

queen to reconcile their opinions.

D e a r  SIR  ̂ Whiteh»ll, May j j —.June i, I7*9.

J  Have not troubled Horace or you with any privates o f late, having been in H»rringto»

forae hurry upon the king’s going, and having not had much o f confe-

quence to fend you. Y ou will fee by the enclofed papex, which is what I Pri<uan.

wrote to lord TownlHend, that Kinfki has again renewed his negotiation here}

and I can alfo tell you, that he went fo far with the queen as to own he had

power to fign the provifional treaty, notwithftanding he had talked quite in a

different ftrain both to fir Robert WalpoJe and to me. What will become

o f  this, nobody can tell; but fure if  we can’ t make up with the emperor and

Spain, it muft be more advifable to make up fingly with the emperor than

-with Spain, fince we may probably do it att a cheaper rate, and the confc-

quences o f  a breach with Spain, I think not for many reafons fo bad as they

Twould be with the emperor. Neither can I luppole France would go along

with us. And now I am upon the fubje£l o f Franee, we are very impatient

here, to know what the cardinal will do in ca(e o f a refufal from Spain. Sure
he muft and will do fomething; for I mult own, I think, if  this fummer ends

as the laft did, nobody can tell what will be the confequcncc o f  it next winter.

Peace is beft o f  all, and the prelent uncertain fituation almoft the w o r ft .

Thele, I believe, are ihe thoughts o f moft o f  the king’ s fervat\ts that are

now here; tb o ’ our friend* that is gone to Hanover, differs hio ccclo. T he • Lord
w Towofecnd.

v o t .  I I .  P A )iT  I I .  4  N q u e e n
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Period IV. queen and feveral copimOn friends took ttiuch pains with him to reconcile

hilt 11 no purpofe. W hat I have faid about Kinfki, I only write for your in­

formation. Y o u  may Communicate the encloled paper to both your col­

leagues, but only to Horace the other parts o f my letter, and I muft defire 

they would not let any body know, I have fent any account o f what has pafTed 

here with Kinfki. W henever Horace or you can fpare time to write me a 

priyate, you will infinitely oblige, & c .

T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

Apprthenjions o f  the dcjigns o f  the French miniflry.— Complains o f lord Townf- 

hend f o r  keeping a negotiation fccret.— Highly commends the frien djh ip  o f  

f i r  Robert Walpole. — To be communicated only to H ot ace Walpole.

DEAR SIR, Whitehall, April 15, 1729.

Harrington ^^fily imagine, from the cardinal’s anfwer to M r. W alpole,

,Papers which I received thi&.'morning, that we are very impatient to hear, what

Pri’vate. the things o f importance are. W e hope and conclude, that it is.fome propofal 

' Cefj. bring things to an iff'uc; and as it looks, , both our accounts from Spain as 

well as from Vienna, t îat thofe two courts are not at prefent extreamly fatis- 

fied with each other, poflibly we may receive (bme good news, at leaft fomething 

that may get us out o f the prefent fltate o f  fufpence one way or other. Chau- 

velin’ s letters, that I fent you, were very badj and if  f ’rance be, as I hope it 

is not, in that way o f thinking, I don’ t fee where we (hall have an end. Y o u  

will, I fancy, be furprized att my lord Townlhend’s to me, it was originally 

wrote to Delafaye, but upon my infifting to fend his letter for your inftruQion, 

he addrefl'ed the letter to me. I muft own in confidence to you and Horace^ 

that it was on a fubjeft, that I had rather his lordfliip fhould write on than 

myfelf, efpecially fince it related to a negotiation, that had been on foot 

ever fince i8th March, and had been kept a fecret in great meafure from 

us all.

Y o u  fee by this, things continue -with us much as you left them, and that 

there is nothing I will conceal from you. I Iball only make one remark, that 

your friend, my lord Townfhend, has forgot you was in France. But now 

I am upon your own fubjeft, I can’ t forbear expreffing -to you ttiy concern, 

that things did not happen here as you wifhed. The only comfort I have, is, 

my firm perfuafion, that you arc not only convinced o f  mine, but o f  fir R o­

bert’s
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berths fincerity and zeal in the thing.' For there is noti>ing that J can wiJh more Period IV. 

heartily, than a moft perfed good corrcfpondcnce between you, fir, Robert, 

and our friend Horace, to all whom I am a mofl fi«cere and faithful friend 1729. 

and fcrvant. Forgive me for troubling you upon this fubjcCt, but I am fure 

you CannoL take it amifs. A s 1 prorail'ed, fo you may depend on hearing con- 

llantly how things go here. M y letters, I always reckon in comnvup to you 

and Horace, but as poor Poyntz don't know upon how bad a foot things are 

here amorigft us, and I am perfnaded, would be heartily lorry ftir ii, if he did,

I m«ft begg o f you to take no notice o f  it to him, at leafl from me. M y 

compliments to all friends.

s m  R O B E R T  \ y A L P O L E  T O  S I R  H A N S  S I . O A N K .

Recommends. Chambers, the author o f  the diFlionury,

S I R ,  CllcliL:<, J iliK  q . 1

J  Have heard a very great charaftcr o f M r. Eplw.aim Chambers, and o f his JBrififli Mu- 

ditHonary q f  Arts and Sciences, in 2 vols. in (olio, ^ lich  has met with 

great applaufe in foreign countries as well as here. The ingCJiipus author Shane M SS, 

thereof, has defired me Co recommcnd him to you, and to requcll tliat you 

vould  life your intereft with your friends in the city, that .he may luccecd 

M r. T ooke, as mathematicall profcflbr o f Grelham college. What fervicc 

you pleafe to do him, upon this requeit o f myne, Ihall be regarded as a par­

ticular a£l o f friendfliip.

T H E  D U K E  OF N E W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

The mini/lers o f  England dejiroui to make vp with the ernpcror, with a view to 

get rid o f  the German difputes, and to declare war againfl Spain as more 

popular.— The injincere and evafive conduB o f the court o f Vienna, renders 

an accomrnodation impraBicable.— Anfwer to M r. Stanhope’ s demand o f  the 

vice chamberlain’ s place.— W illfupport his promotion to the peerage,

DEAR SiR, KenfiiiEton, June i i — JJ, 17»9.

T  Received with great pleafure your private letters by monfieur Villette, and Harrington 

I muft own, I thought your realbnings in it fo ftrong, that for yOur own 

fake, as well as to juitify the ftep you had taken in the orders fent to Keene, Privatt.

1  flicwed it the queen, upon whom it had the defired efTe6l, and you will re- *

4 N 2 ceive
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Period IV. ceive by this melTcnger her majefty’s entire approbation o f  your condu£l.

will have heard we were here rather for making up with the emperor, 

i f  that could have been*^done, and that for thefe reafons, that we fhould then 

have gott rid o f  all the difagreable German difputes, the Heffian troops, the 

fubfidies, & c . and have reduced our army, and had nothing to do againft 

Spain, btlt with ^jur fleet, which is popular in England; and after all the pro- 

vopation we have had from Spain, we fhould have been juftified in any thing, 

cither in the W eft Indies or elfewhere. But this was always in a fuppofition, 

that France, in order to avoid coming into a general war, would not'have 

bppofed making up with the emperor. But however the conduft o f the court 

o f  Vienna, fliews plainly they were only amufing us, or at heft, doing every 

where elfe, what they were doing here, fo you had no choice; and indeed, i f  

there was the leaft apprehenfion that France and Spain might have joined 

againft us, it is infinitely more advifeable to make up with Spain, and after­

wards as you propole, be reconciled to the emperor. But as the only thing I 

dread, is the continuance e f  the negotiation, and that Spain, who has been able, 

by giving new hopes o f  concluding, to prevent the coming to a decifion for fix 

weeks, the)t may endeavour by their next anfwer to do the fame thing. For 

it is an odd circumftar^ce, that the anfwer which was promifed by Patino, in 

four or five days, fhould have been fo long delayed; and I can’ t help fearing, 

in order to wait the return o f  the courier from Vienna, mentioned by la P a z ; 

and what effeft that may have, nobody can tell. However, fure the cardinal 
(after all we have done) will agree to take fomc vigorous ftroke, in cafe o f  a 
refufal, or unfatisfaftory anfwer from Spain. I believe the king’s fervants 

here, will advife his majefty, that direftions may be fent hither, that in cafe 

an unfatisfaQ.ory anfwer comes from Spain, fir Charles W ager may fail to the 

coaft o f Spain, without any further orders from Hanover. But o f  this, I begg 

you would not take any notice. W e  fhall, I believe, alfo offer it as our opi­

nion to the king, that you have done extreamly right in the orders you fent to 

Spain. W e  mufl make an end one way or other; if  we neither make peace 

nor war this fummer, 1 can’ t forfee what may happen next winter.

I hope you will not difapprove my having fliewed your letter to the queen, 

which I thought was not an ill way o f  acquainting her with your requeft o f  

fir Paul Methuen’s ftaff, which indeed flie received as I could wifli, and 

deCred me to tell you, that the king had determined, when be went away, 

not to difpofe o f it, and therefore fhe could fay nothing particular about

it !
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i t ;  Hut that I migh’t affure you o f  her good difpofition for your fervice. Period JV. 

Sir Robert Walpole talked very kindly upon the (ubjcft, when I fpoke to 

him of it, artd when he told me, that Horace had wrotc»to him about it.< The 172 9 . 
true ftate o f the cafe is, his niajefty had a mind to difpofe of it, fo as t6 favC’

A  -----, an*d that was the reafon, that it was kept vacant, I am perfiiaded

there is no fcheme made yett about it, and I hope whenever opc is, a regard 

will be had to your inclinations about it. I find the peerage is ftiH your fa­

vourite point, I heartily wifh you may obtain it, which I fliould hope when thirtgs 

abroad are finifhed, might be brought about. I am perfwadcd, I need not 

alTure you of my good wiflics for your fervicc. Horace will acquaint you 

with fir Robert’s good difpofition towards you. I am fure you will forgive 

the freedom with whkh I write to you upon thcfe fubjeOs, and believe 

me, (See.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF CH E S T E R  F I E L  D.

Endorfed-—“  N olfen t.” -~-Condemns the mtajmss o f his colleagues.
* •

MY  LORD, Hanifver, June , 1729.

I intend not to conceal any thing from your excellency, according to

the intimate confidence that is between us, I herewith fend you a copy' .......

o f the duke o f Newcaltle’s letter to me o f  13th, O . S . ; as aliis, a copy o f the fr‘ 'vetf. 

anfwer I have reiurned'by his majefty’s command. Your excellency will, by To yourjelf 

thefe papers, better underftand what I write to you in my publick letter, and' 

know how to manage your difcourfe with the penfionary and the grelficr, with 

an eye to what the lords propofc, as to his majcf^y's fquadron acting alortc 

in tlie W eft Indies. I beg your excellency will not take notice o f  this com­

munication, either to the duke o f Newcallle, the penfionary, or Ic any body 

clfc. Y ou  will think, I believe, the council in England goes on pretty fall.

L O R D  T O W N S I f E N O  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF  C H E S T E R F I E L D .

Differs in opinion from  his court.

MY  LORD, Hanover, July i, 1729.

V O U R  excellency will fee by the very private difpatches I fend you by this Townftend' 

meflenger, what the fentiments o f  the lords o f  the courlcil are in this 

crifis of affairs. You will think, I believe, that they go o;i pretty faft, and are Toyour/ilf 

in more hafte to form a concert o f operations, than I fear, wc fhall find our
friends
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Period IV. friends to be, either in France or Holland. I cannot help being o f op'uiion, 

y z ;  10 7̂30. cotne to an accommodatipn with Spain, to which the fteps the

States took lately, willtvery much contribute. Being in rhefe lentiments, I 

do not think this ftep, the lords here propofed, very neceflfary at this junfture. 

But fince they have propofed it, I do not fee that our friends in Hollarfd run 

any rifk in complying with what is defired. H owever, I am glad thefe orders 

fall iruo your excellency’s and the penflonary’s hands, who will take care at 

leaft, that they (hall not do harm at this critical junClure.

T H E  E A R L  O F  C H E S T E R F I E L D  T O  L O R D  T O W N S I J E N D .  

Agrees in opinion with lord TownJIiend.

WY LORD, Hague, July 7, 1729-

I fufficicndy exprefs the fcnfe I have o f  the mark you nave given me

--------- 1. o f  your confidence in me, by your fcparate letter o f the i8ih inftant. I

Private, alTurc your lordfliipy you fhall never repent o f  any trufl you repole in

me, but lhall always find me inviolably attached to your fcrvicg.

I muft confefs, I was furprifed, and fo was the penfionary and greffier, at 

this hafty'refolution, at a time when we had all the reaion in the world to expeO; 

a fatisfaElory anfwer from Spain; and the more fo, fince no fuch relblution 

had been taken at a time when we had no fuch hopes. - 1 believe, fiiould there 

be occalion for fuch meafures, die republic will come into them at laft, though 

with their ufual reftriftions and cautious provilions. I will not give my ima­

gination leave to fuggeft to me any reaforis for the taking o f this refolution at 

this time in England; but I conclude with afluring your lordQiip o f the perfect 

veneratipn and refpeft, with which I have the honour to be, & c .

T H E  3 I S H O P  OF L O N D O N  ( d R .  G I B S O N )  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

DiJJuadci 'him fro m  rejigning.

MV LORD, Fvlham, July 8, 1729.

I honour o f  your lordfliip’s letter, and attempted to make a

vifit to my lord privy feal, but did not find him at home. This I did in 

obedience to your lordftiip, but contrary to my own judgment and inclina­

tion; which is, to fee your lordfliip continue in a publick ftation, that may be 

attended with Icfs trouble and fatigue, than the prefent. I think public af*.

fairs.
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fairs, *and particularly in the churcb, will feel the want o f your fcrvice and af- Period IV. 

finance to a great degree; and I think, that vour lordfhip. who has always 

been accuftomed to bufinefs, will feel the want o f it, and not enjoy that entire 1729.

eal'e ajid fatisfaflion, you imagine in a private life. Any uncafinclT'es wc are 

under for the preffcnt, make us think too favourably o f  any other fituation that 

may deliver us from them; but.things arc not the fame in fpeculation, and in 

pradice. Pardon, my good lord, the freedom I take, which proceeds from "a 

heart fincetely concerned for your honour and happinefs.

I have waited upon the queen twice fincc the king went away, and w'as • 

kindly received. The primate o f Ii'eland wrote to me, that the bifhoprick 

o f  Dublin ought to be filled fome time before the meeting o f that parliament; 

with which I acquainted her M-najcfty, and fhe dirctlcd me to write to your 

lordfhip about it. Su' Robert Walpole had a letter from the primate to the 

fame purpofe, which you either have received, or will receive fpeedily, iti 

order to fettle that affair with his majedy. The archbifhop o f Vork i't much 

betler.- I gave D r, T yrw h itt*  inftitution to the re£lory of^St, James’s yefler-* Afterward* 

day, and have left the jerm yn family to feelv their rcilrefs at hiw, if  they think LoiXn. 

it worth their while to coiuelt the right o f patronage; but I think I fhall hear 

110 more o f them. It was very happy for the puMick, that they had it not in 

their power to plant an eager tory in fo large a parifli, and lo near the kir»g’s 

palace. D r. Tyrwhitt is a man that I can anfwerfur in all relixds. A  fiicnd 

o f mine, one M r. Spilman, dcfired ihav when 1 wrote; '.oyour lordlhip, I wo\i!d 

put you in mind o f an affair o f his, relating to (bmc money, witii which he fur- 

nifhed the late king’s minirter at Peterfburg, and whu h, as I undcr/tood him, 

is to be charged upon the Hanover eflabhfhmeni. I know not the particu­

lars; but as he defired no more of me than barely to put your lordi'hip ia 

mind o f it, I could not deny his requefl.

T H E  E A R J L  O F  C H E S T E R F I E I . D  T O  T H E  P L E N I P O T E N T I A R I E S .

Good policy o f  difuniting Spain and ihe emperor^ and making a [eparate arcorn- 

modaiion with Spain,— The emperor requires to be humbled, and will ajtevm. 

ivards propoje a reconciliation with hii old allies.

MESSIEURS, J"'? »4,

g l N C E  your excellencies defired me in your letter o f \Jie 7th inftaiji, Walpole 

to acquaint you with the fentiments o f die penfionary and greflier, 

upon the prefent fituation o f affairs, efpecially with relation to Spain and the

emperor.
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Period IV. emperor, I will now give you as good an account o f  them as I am able, be- 

with the firft overture, that was made by the marquis de la Paz to the 

-cardinal fome time ago. Y our excellencies may remember very well the cold 

reception the cardinal gave to that propofal, and the dry and unfatisfaftory 

anfwcr,that he made to it o f himfelf, without confulting the allies. A t this the 

(penfionary and greflier were a good deal concerned, and wiflied the cardinal’s 

Anfwer had been a little more obliging, for though they then thought it pof- 

fible, that there might be a fecret concert between Spain and the empe-ror, yet 

as .it was polTible too there might not, they feared that anfwer might have dif- 

■gufted the queen o f Spain, and have difcouraged her from making any farther 

application to the allies. T hey were, therefore, extremely pleafed, when the 

•Jfecond anfwer was fent in more favourable and obliging terms. For as they 

always looked upon the difuniting o f Spain and die emperor to be a neceffary 

ilep , not only for the prefent accommodation o f affairs, but even for the future 

•.tranquility o f Europe, they thouglit that all naethods fhould be tried to procure 

fuch a difunion; snd I may tell your excellencies in confidence, that they had 

their fufpicions o f the management die cardinal fliewcd for the en^peror, and 

o f  his private corrcfpondence with count SinzendorfF.

Thepenfionary, ai that time, told me, that he could not comprehend that ex­

traordinary delicatejfe o f F'rance upon account of .the emperor, nor why the 

.cardinal Ihould then decline confent,ing to Spanifh garrifons in Italy, at the 

requell o f the queen of Spain, when he had voluntarily offered them in O c -  

lo ber la ft; and that though it was true  ̂ they were contrary to the flrift letter o f 

tlie quadruple albance, they were certainly conformable to the fenfe o f  it, and 

that he did not fee how even the emperor himfelf could refufe them, without 

lOwniag in a manner at the fame time, that he did not mean to obferve that 

|)art o f the quadruple alliance. For that if  he intended that don Carlos 

Chould really have the places ftipulated for him in Italy, he could not reafon- 

ably objeft to thofe meafures, which the parties interefled, Ihould think molt 

•efFeSual for the fecunng o f them. By all this, your excellencies fee, that the 

penfionary and grcffier were from the beginning for ufing all methods to de­

tach the queen o f Spain from the emperor, and they were no fooner informed 

o f  England'and France’s confenting to the introduftion o f Spanifh garrifons, 

than they brought the republic to take that refolution, which I informed you 

o f  before, of -concurring with their allies, in wiiatever meafures ihould be 

taken, ifor the Iatisfa6lion o f  the <jueen o f  Spain.

A s
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O R IG IN A L C O R R E S P O N D E N C E . 64$
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J\,s to the emperor,.,, they are firmly perfuaded, aiid indeed I think, evesy Period iv . 

body rauft, that he feeks nothing but chicanes and delays, and that i f  he eti- 

deavours to ftep into the prcfent negociation, as profcably he will, it is only 

with a defign to ciogg and retard it, and rather to’ prevent an accommodattoh 

betvteen Spain and the allies, than to render it univcrlal, by coming into it him-, 

felf upon reafnnable terms. O f  this truth, they think his condud ever fince the 

proviConal treaty, furniflies fufficient proofs. But if  difappointed in this view, 

the allies fhould adjuft matters feparately with Spain, they think he mull comc 

veryrf:heap afterwards, and even be obliged to accept o f  fiich terms, as then, 

thofe four confiderable powers united together, will think proper to give 

him.

T he peniionary was very mtich difplealed with M r. Vandermeer’ s fuggcft- 

ing to the Spanift minifters’any further views in Italy, than what are flipulated 

by the quadruple alliance,* and will write to him upon that fubjeft, tho* he 

fears, that what mifchief fuch a propofal could have done, is already done.*

H e by no means approves o f  fuch projefls, and tlj  ̂ greffier faid, that he ap­

prehended, that the unreafonable condu8; o f  the cmpcrtir might oblige the 

allies to ufe him worfe than it was their intereft to do, which he thought ought 

to be avoided, if  poffible.
Thefe are, as well as I can recolleO; them, the fentitnents Of the penfionary 

and greffier upon the prefent ftate o f affairs. W hat is to be expe6led from 

hence in cafe Spain fliould not accept o f  the propofals o f  the allies, your ex­

cellencies will fee, by the incloied copy I fend you o f  my letter to lord 

Townfhend o f  the 7th inflant.

A s for my opinion, I can aflure your excellencies, it has very little weight 

with me, and I believe, lefs with every body elfe; but I am very free to de­

clare, that I think a previous and feparate accommodation with Spam, is in­

finitely preferable to a general one with Spain and the emperor together. It 

has always been a maxim, that to treat to advantage with allies, one /hould 

endeavour to difunite them, and treat feparately with each, and furely it is a 

very lucky circumftance, and not to be neglefted, i f  the queen o f Spain, en­

raged at the difappointment Ihe has met with from the emperor, is willing to 

^ rcw  herfelf into the arms o f  the allies. Her private views are very dif- 

fcreoi from the true interefts o f  Spain, and it is very probable, that ftie will 

make no difficulty o f  iacriBcing the latter to the formes, fo that we may by 

gratifying her in that one point (which by the way, I think ought to be pnetty

v o i .  u .  PART u .  4  o  equal



Period IV. equal to the allies) obtain conditions frorai Spain, more advantageous than vre 
17*71017^. at. any other time hope for.

It is the Auftrian priest and power, that in my opinion requires humiliation, 

and which it is likely may be eflFeaed by thefe means. For what can the 

emperor do, when left without an ally in the world, and confequendy wid^out 

a ftillin g.of money. H e can no longer rely upon the inaftion o f  France, 

when Spain, who was the chief caufe o f that inaftion, is become their friend, 

he will have every thing to fear, and nothing to hope for, but from his old 

allies, whofe friendlhip he muft then endeavour to regain, by a different be- 

Laviour and conduft, from what he has lately had.

I a f li  pardon for troubling yodr excellencies with my fentimenis, which 

from want o f  experience, as well as abilities, may probaWy be very wrong and 

unfcafonable ones, but I the eafier venture to communicate them, where 1 
am (iire they cannot miflead, and where,,tho’ they'may not find approbation,

I am perfuaded they will meet with indulgence.

T H E  D U K E  ‘ O F  N E W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A ^ J H O P B .

On the. Spani/h treaty  ̂ its progrefs and difficulties.— S ir  Robert Walpole pro- 

pofes that M r. StanhopeJhould go to Madrid.

DEAR SIR, Ken£o^ton, Jujy 17— s8, 17*9.

Harrington ^ O U  will eafily imagine we have o f  late been very impatient for the arrival

Papers. anfwer from Spain, which I received laft Tuefday, by Lyng, the

Privatt. meffenger. T h o ’ I cannot fay it is as good as we had once reafon to hope

* Ce/j,. fo r ; yet I mvift own, it is better than for fome time I thought it would be, and*

fuch as gives us hopes o f  coming to a good conclufion. T he queen and> Pa­

tino feem in earneft to do well, tho’ la Paz and Conigfegg will hamper all they 

can. I fhall be impatient to hear the refult o f the conferences which Branca» 

and Keene were to have with the Spanifh miniflers, from whence we fliall be 

able to guefs what Spam is at prefent difpofed to do, with relafion to the de­

livery o f the effefts o f the galleons, and the fatisfa£iion to be given us for our 

grievances. A  negotiation is now, and perhaps always was unavoidable: the 

only thing is to make it as (hort as poflible, and to gett our own points fettled 

previoufly, i f  polEble, or att leaft att the fame time that we enter into thefe 

engagements in favour o f don Carlos. I f  Patino be fincere, and has (as there 

feems to be no reafon to doubt) the fecret o f  the coUrt, tbi« they have already

cpnlented
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consented to,, But then the difficulty will be how, and in what manner that is IV. 

to be executed, whether by figuing the old provifional treaty, with an article 

about the Spanifli garrifons, or by making a new jfroviftonal, or definitive 17*9. 

treaty. Sure it would be well, if  fomething explicit could be gott about G ib - 

rakaff and Port Mahon, in order to pleaie here, tho’ h may by no means be 

advifeable to pufli this point, fo as to hinder the conclufion, j f  it Hiould meet 

with difficulties.

In thefe circumftances, fir Robert has begged Horace to found you, whether 

you would diflike to take a journey to Madrid, to give the finilhing ftroke to this 

great work, which mull be foon determined one way or other, and therefore 

your ftay cannot be long, I am perfwaded this thought proca-ds only from 

fir Robert’s convitUon, that no man can do this thing lb well as yourfelf, from 

your judgement and experfence in thefe fort o f matters, as well as from your 

particular knowledge o f and credit att the court o f Spain; and he alfo thinks, 

that an opportunity o f concluding a work o f fo much importance to this 

country, will be farr from being a difadvantage to jj'ou. W hatever your own 

thoughts may be on this head, I begg you would be perfwaded, that fir Robert 

means what he propofes kindly to you, and would have wrote to you himlelf, 

but was afraid o f  laying you under difficulties, if  it (hould come to you pro- 

pofed in form, fo chofe rather to have it hinted to you by Horace. For my 

own part, I lhall fay little upon the fubjeft, leaft it fliould be a difagreeable 

one to you; but as I am firmly convinced, it would he o f  the greatcft fcrvice 

imaginable to the king, fo I really think it would be putting a fine end to your 

foreign embaCfys. But o f  this you are the belt judge. Forgive what I have faid 

% pon it, which I hope you will believe is, as every thing muft be that relates 

to you, meant by me with the utmoft regard and afi'eftion for you. Pray 

make my compliments to Horace, for not troubling him by this meffenger; 

tell him we are in great hopes all will do well. O ur great fccurity is, the 

emperor don’t feem in a difpofition on any foot to fubmit to Spanilh 

garrifons.

S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z  T O  T H E  H O N .  T H O M A S  T O W N S H E N D .

Horau Walpole differs from  lord Townsend about, the impraBicability o f oh~ 

taining from  parliament additional fubftdies.— Good p«licy o f fending M r.

Sianhope io Spain.— H ii high charaSer -with the king o f Spain,
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Period IV . Pl'A R  s i r , Paris, Auguft 4, ly jj,*

I7a7t0i730. lord will have a private letter from Mr, W alpole, by this meffenger, on 

Sydney a very difagreeabl^ incident. You will find that the cardinal commu-

nicated to us a letter from Schleinitz, which he had been defired to keep fecret. 

Private. I  am entirely convinced, that he either had not read the deryphering, or had 

forgot tliat claufe; and as he had no ill defign in communicating it, fo it was 

iispoffible for him to judge from our behaviour, that the contents o f it made 

any ill impreffion upon us.

I could have wifhed that M r. W alpole would have w'rit to my lord on this 

fubjeft, before he had writ to Englaiid; but as he appears firmly convinc’d, that 

the a(king this additional expence in parliament, after the 115,000/. will break 

the back o f the adminiftration, and that there .was therefore a neceffity o f 

acquainting his brother with it; his communicating to my lord, what he has 

wrote, was a6Ung an honeft and open part. In the other points, o f  clofing 

with Spain, preferably to the emperor, and o f not rendering the negociation 

defperate, by fending otvt our fquadron precipitately, whatever diverf}ty o f 

fentiments there may have been in England, thofe o f  M r. W alpole have been 

entirely conformable to my lord’s; and I believe he has alferted them as ftre- 

nuoufly in private letters as well as in our difpatches; fo that I verily believe 

his differing upon this point, arifes folely from the inconveniences he appre­

hends in parUament. For my own part, I can’t but hope, that i f  our affairs with 

Spain Ihould take fuch a turn, as to enable us to lay up the fleet, to difband 

the Heffians, and to reduce part of our Vand forces, fir Robert W alpole might 

find it prafticable, from thefe favings, to induce the parliament to take foiiie 

fliare o f the expence for the eleftoral treaty, but in all events it will be of 

on both fides to know what is to be depended upon.

M r. W alpole and I arc mofl unanimous in thinking, that M r. Stanhope’s 

going to Spain, may be o f the greatefl fervice, confidering the declaration made 

by Keene and Braiicas, that they would fign nothing there without pofitive 

orders, and P az’s defifting thereupon from the demand of their having full 

powers fent them, it is moft probable that the projefcVhow forming (which we 

expeft hourly with the greateft impatience) will be ^emitted hither to be 

figned; without which circumftance, the two Spanifli plenipotentiarys here 

(who want above all things to be employed) will be outrageous. But fup-. 

pofing this firft ftep over; yet confidering th6 emperor’s ill humour, the nto- 

tion o f  his troops in Italy* and the indireft mcnaces roade to us by Kinikie

here.
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here  ̂ fure it will be necelTary for us to ftrike up a clofer league and union with Period IV. 

Spain, than a bare renewal o f friendlhip and former treatys.

T he quotas o f fuccour from Spain to us, and fr*m us to Spain, {hould 17Z9. 

be regulated; and I believe the queen o f Spain would be willing to purchafe 

our liearty fupport by all the condefcendances that can reaibnably be aik’d.

This might lecure to us the exprefs confirmation o f Gibraltar,^ the full enjoy­

ment o f  our privileges o f trade, thfe formal annulment o f the Vienna treats, 

particularly o f tlie guaranty given to the emperor for his fuccenion, and of the 

advaiitages promis’d him in point o f commerce. A  ftrong defcnfive alliance 

o f  this kind, would flop the mouths o f  all onr adverfaries, and lerminate ouf 

negociations with the greateft credit. I f  there be any man livir.'g, who can 

bring this about, it h M r. Stanhope. The king o f Spain loves him perfon- 

ally, and fays he is the only roinifter who never told him a falfehood. B c- 

fides which, he has a molt univerfal and deferved credir with the whole Spaniili 

court and nation, as well as with our own. I once thought him fo averfe to 

returning thither, that nothing could iiave conqucsed that averfion; and fure 

It is"a very happy circumftatice, if he can be prevailed on to undertake fo 

■warm and expos’d a piece o f fervice, for the trifle o f a peerage already earn’d, 

and in fome- manner promifed him. His having never taken leave at that 

court, would cover our making fuch great advances, as tl\e.fending a perfon 

o f his diftintlion thither, and could hardly fail o f bringing them to fend an 

ambaffador to our court.

T h e fruits and merchandizes o f the galleons, at kaft fuch as arc perifliable, 

are a£lually delivering. W e have juft now your difpatch from Manden,

•which puts me in fome pain, tho’ I think they muft judge in England for 

going on, ’till we hear fomething further from Spain. I liear you have re- 

figned. This occafions much (peculation every where; fome think iny lord 

is going to do the fame; others that you are going to be married. I gucfs Jt 

is to makn room for 1  rcvor, but fhould be glad to hear from you.

B I S H O P  OF L O N D O N  ( g I B S O n ) T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Jgain dijffuada his rcjignation.

(Auguft 8, 1729.) B Y  the account I had from fir Robert W alpole this Wefton 

morning) I hope 1 may congratulate your lordlhip upon a peacc with Spain,

which
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Period IV. which I know will be a great eafe to yourtnind in many refpeft*. But there 

one refolution confcquent to this, which I hope you wili not finally come 

to; till you have thoro»ghly fatisfied yourfelf that a retired life, when it comes 

to the trial, will do: as far as I am able to judge from the general fratne and 

difpofuion o f  human nature, it will not; and therefore the thing defifable, 

/eems to be, an honourable ftation attended with lefs labour and trouble.

T H «  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T X E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

,Advifes him to write a letter to the king, profejfing his readinefs to go to

Spain.

D E A R  S I R ,  K e n r m g u n ,  A u g u ll  17 2 9 .

Harrington ’J ' H O ’ I have heard nothing from you, fince I  laft gave you the trouble 

o f  a  private letter upon the thought o f your going to Spain, yett I am 

fSwy/rt»<«/.‘perrwaded in my own confcience, that your own fervice is fo eflentialy con­

cerned in it, that I cannpr forbear as a moft faitTiful friend, fending you ray 

ow n thoughts upon it, which I begg you will not communicate to either of 

your colleagues, and which are not wrote to you in concert with any body 

here, but purely proceed from that friendfliip which I Have ever had for you. It 

is my opinion, that after all that has paft, it would be advifable for you to write 

hither and to Hanover, that i f  the king and queen think it for their fervice, 

that you fliould now go to Spain, for the finifhing the negotiation, you are 

very willing to undertake the journey, however difagreable it may be to you 

o n  many accounts. And that no confideration can have fo much weight with 

you, as their majefties’ fervice, whenever they think you can be o f any to them. 

Forgive me, dear Stanhope, the liberty I take; you will do what you think 

fyroper, but I could never have forgiven myfelf, i f  I had not given you my 

thoughts. Y our own intereft is what I have folely in view, in writing thus freely 

to  you; however you may like my way o f  reafoning, I am fure you can’ t be 

difpleafed with the motive from whence it arifes. I  muft infift from your 

fr ie tu ^ ip , that you burn this letter, and mention riothing o f  it to any monai 

alive.
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T H E  DUK E  OF N E W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .  Period IV.
I7*7toj73o.

On his intended mijfion to Spain', and the prohakility that it will procure

him a peerage,

DEAR SfR, Kenfington, Augufi i i ,  i7a<).

J  Received this morning from lord Townfliend, a copy o f hi’s letter to M r. Harrington 

W alpole and M r. Poyntz upon your fubje£l, and am overjoyed to fee 

there is fo pofitive a promife in it, o f what you defire. I conclude this will make 

you eafy in that refpeft, for it is indeed almoft the,fame as a warrant for a 

peerage. I fhall add nothing to what I have already faid to you upon this 

fubjeft, but that your_ friends here, and particularly fir Robert, have uken  

true pains for your fcrvic6. • W ould it be amifs to write a letter o f thanks to 

be (hewed to the queen, and fuch a one as you may think proper, on the oc- 

cafion. I fuppofc you will be fetting out immediately; I heartily wifh you 

fuccefs, and am perfuaded this ftep is the rightefl in the world, both for the 

publicJc and yourfelf. Indeed your friends here have not been miilaken. I  

am, & c .

P . S. I received your letter by M r. Blair, and am much ob/iged to you 

for the juftice you do mê  in thinking that all I have wroii, was fincerely mean( 

for your own fervice.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  M E S S R S .  W A L P O L E  A N D  P O Y N T Z .

A  peerage offered to M r. Stanhope, i f  he will go to Spain,

GENTLEMEN, Guh«lc, Aoguft .s , 1719.

J  Have laid your excellencys’ private letter before the king, and am to i c -  Harringto# 

quaint you, that his majefty is o f opinion, that confidcring the little eager- 

nefs which Spain has yet ihewn for an accommodation, the fending an dmhaS-Vtfyfrivatt. 

fador thither ai this junQure, will be look’d upon, at leaft, a fufficient com- 

plaifance on the part o f his majefty, but that the conferring a title upon the 

pcrfon who is to go to that court (which his majefty apprehends may be 

thought to be done, rather in regard to the king of Spain, than to the ambaL 

fador) is a mark o f refpeft which his catholick majefty’ s behaviour towards 

the king, our mafter, has hitherto by no means juftified. •However, his ma­

jefty gives your excellencys leave to a0 ure Mr. Stanhope in his name, that,

io
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Period I V . in  cafe he will undertake this commiffion, he will certjunly make him a peer, 

as the negotiation with Spain is over.

I hope this promife w ill induce Mr. Stanhope to. accept o f  the embaffy to 

Spain, without any difficulty; and in that cafe, your excellencys will take the 

firft opportunity o f  acquainting the cardinal with his majcfty’s intentions o f  

fending him thither, in order to obviate any jealoufys, which his erainency 

might otherwife conceive o f a feparate negotiation. I Ivave, without men­

tioning M r. Stanhope’s name, infojjBjj’d M r. Chavigni, that his majefty find- 

Jn g  that the perfon, whom he now employs as his minifter in Spain, is <iot o f  

weight and figure fufficient to finifh the affairs which are depending at tliat 

court, has thoughts o f fending another n^inifter thither. As his majefty makes 

no doubt o f  M r. Stanhope’s readily undertaking this "commiffion, upon the 

encouragement he is pleas’d to give him, he has order’ d me to fend your 

. exci?llencys, the inclofed credential letter for him to the court o f  Spain, both 

in French and Latin, fo that his excellency will be able to make ufe o f that 

■which he finds mof  ̂propTeV upon his arrival at Port St. M arie.

T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

Horace Walpole ivriies a Jlrong letter in his favour.— Sir Robert Walpole 

Jhews it to the queen.— Her JatisfaBion at hii conduB.— Great kindnefs o f  

fir  Robert Walpole to M r. Stanhope.

UH-AX. SIR, Keofingtoa, Auguft * 5 , 17*9.

Hwrington J  Received diis morning by Bayly, your private letter, which gave me the 

greateft fatisfaftion imaginable. I am fo well affured, that the ftep you are 

Copy. taking, is right for youfelf, as well as your country, that it was a great pleafiire 

Privatt. come to the refolution o f  going to Spain. I cannot

think o f this matter, without acquainting you with the obligation you, and ail 

your friends, upon your account, have to your brother Horace. H e has 

wrote to fir Robert, the honefteft and moft affeftionate letter, that ever came 

from man. H e has not only done you as much juftice as can be done ano- 

tfier, and faid all that you deferve, and the warmeft o f your friends can wiQi 

for you; but, has upon this occafion, taken every thing upon himfelf, that 

might :%ny ways have been coriftrued to your difadvantage, and fir Robert has 

made the ufe o f  it,* that the honeft heart that wrote it, propoled. For be has 

xea<l it to the ijueeo, in fuch a manner, that I never faw her majefty better

pleafed
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pleJTed in my life; fhe faid a tVioufand kind things o f you, and exprcfl'ed the Period IV . 

grcateft fatisfaftion in your journey, for which, indeed, flie was upon the firll 

mentioning o f  it, very intent, and flie feemed guilt fatisficd with H orace’s 1729, 

accounts; and if any thing that had pafTed, had gone amils, 1 am perfuaded it 

is now entirely removed, and that in the bed manner imaginable, by him* *Sir Robert 

that has been an eye wittnefs o f all that has pad; and not only knows, but in 

the ftrongeft manner, does juftice to your merit. I really think, you fhq,uld 

take fbme very particular notice to hiiî |p̂ ' this. T or luch inllaivccsof fricnd- 

fhip’are not in the prefent age fo frequent as one could wi(h.

I hinted to you in my laft, that it mij^ht not be amifs for you to write to 

the queen a letter o f thanks. I really think now, it is nccefl'ary to do fbmcihiiig 

o f  that kind, from the great fatisfadion her majcfty fhews in the part you have 

taken, her readinefs immediately to give orders for the equipage, and advance 

money, & c . Y ou  know fo much better than I what to lay, tliat I will not 

pretend to advifc any thing more, than in general, a letter ol thanks for her 

good opinion, and o f  affuring her o f your attachment and zeal for the king’s 

fervice and her’s. I know it would do well, and as I think I have not yett 

advifed you ill, I am perfwaded you will have no difficulty in following this.

I  conclude, if you have not left Paris before this regiches you, you will in a 

very few days. I hope you will lett me hear very often fro«i you, both in a 

private and publick capacity. 1 am perfuaded you will bring things to a 

point aflbon as poflible, nothing is fo bad as the prefent uncertainty. 1 think 

every thing mud go well. I rejoice to hear the cardinal has ftood fb firmly to 

us, and if  Brancas does but obey orders, and he will be afraid to do otherwife 

when you arc there, Spain muft agree to our terms. Gett the cff'e6ls o f the 

galleons delivered, and the cedulas given out, as alked for by us; and if I may 

add, the feparate article agreed to, as lalt fent from Hanover. Dear S'aii» 

hope, you can’t doubt my good wifhes. A ll imaginable fucccfs attend you, 

and do pic the juftice to believe me, &c-

T H E  D U K E  OF N E W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

Amounccs the queen’ s order fo r  his appointment to go to Spain^— Thinks it •will 

be highly advantageous fo r  his credit, and will promote his accejfion to a 

peerage.
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Period I\r. 
*727101730
V— V -

DEAK SIR, KenriogtoBj Aoguft 19— September 9, fyty ,'’

• J  Hope and am perfwaded you will not be difpleafed att the order the- queen 

Harrington, fends you to go to Spaip, when you confider that nothing but her majefty’s 

opinion o f the ncceffity o f  it, for the king’s fervice, could have occafioned it.

Cc/iji. Indeed it was fo peremptorily given to me, that had I been difpofed, I could

Private. tefufed obeying it. But I mu ft own freely to you, for your own

fake as well as for the publick, I continue to think it abfolutely neceflary that 

you fhould go. Sure it ought tai||||B fome fatisfaftion to you, to fee every 

body thinks it cannot be done without you. B y  undertaking the journeyj you 

are fure o f  the thing you have mpft att heart, and in all probability muft add 

to the credit and reputation you have already gott. Thefe being my fincere 

thoughts, you will not wonder that I have not oppofed fending you the order. 

I t  is done with all the refpeft and regard imaginable to you, and if  you go, 

^nd make hafte, all will, and muft be well. * * * * *

*  *  * * I f  you ftiould be to go afterwards, after the lofs

o f  two months, neither thfc publick nor yourfelf would have the fame benefit 

from your journey, as i f  you was to undertake it immediately, without any 

further difficulty. I cannot conceive, why your brethren have changed their 

opinions, and as you bad once confented to it, I hope you will not go back. 

A s it is not propofed you (hall ftay one moment after the treaty is figned, you 

might go without equipage, & c . I f  I was you, I would put m yfelf into my 

poft chaife, go to Port St. Maries as faft as poffible, and rather ftay there for 

the projeflt, if  it is yett not finally fettled with the Dutch, & c . than let the pro- 

je ft  ftay for me. Sure the thought o f  your going by fea, was by no means 

neceflary. I hope and believe you will excufe the freedom I take: I know I 

aft for your fervice, and one time or other you will be convinced o f it, as I 

am perfwaded you already are o f my being, & c .

Poyntz
Papers.

Draught.

S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

Tedioujnefs o f the negotiation.— Laments the fa ta l c^fequences o f his re-

fignation.

M Y  LORD, H«utefont»i»e, O&obet 11, 1719.

J  Am  gott down to this place for the recovery o f  my health, but hope to be 

back again at Paris' by the time we can hear any thing decifive from Spain. 

T he tedioulhefs o f the negotiation, joined to the uneafineffcs which I know

your



yonf iordfiiip fufFers already, and which muft be infinitely encrcafed, i f  our cn- P«-'»d IV, 

deavours for a pacification fliould incur the cenfure o f parliament, fill me wid» 

moil: melancholy apprchenfions. I have but very iiopeffcA notions o f the fitua- 17*9.

tion,of our domeftick aifairs, but from the light in whicli they appear to me, I 

can forefee nothing but the total ruinc o f  the whig caufe, and the moft dangerous 

fhoclc to that eftablifhment, which it has been the labour o f your lordfliip’s life 

to build up and fupport. T he thought o f remaining engaged in this ncgatia> 

tion, at a-time when your lordfhip may^fplfibly have taken a refolution to re­

tire from publick bufmefs, is infupportable to me, and yet I Ice no remedy 

’ till affairs are concluded one way or other.. In ail events, I defire your lord- 

fhip to be alfur’d, that I am widi a duty and attachment, which can only end 

with my life. Yours, S ee..

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  S T E P H E N  P O V N T Z .

Differs from  lord Townjhend about the trtaty rxiitl̂  the fo u r  tleUan.— Strong 

o$jeHions to it.— Necejfity o f not offending the emperd}-, but o f giving him 

hopes that the pragmatic fandion may be guarantied, i f  he will confent to 

the introdiiBion o f Sp'anifh garrifons.

D E A R  S I R ,  N o » « m i> e i4 , 17 *9 .

I earneftly dc^re that what I fhall now write to you, m aybe in the Poyntz

greateft confidence and fecrecy between us, I am perlwaded, that without 

any previous engagement on your pan, you will take no notice o f  it to any Privati and 

body whatfocver. I find that the Garde des S^eaux,. and the cardinall, by the 

influence o f the other, are both extreamly defirous to f in iQ i the treaty with foryourjty

the four eleftors, and will foon prefs it very zealoufly to a fpeedy conclufion. *

T hey have received not long fince from Mr. Chavigny, a more compleat 

p ro jea ; who bas likewife fent, as I have learnt here, a duplicate o f it to lord 

7 'ownfliend., and as M . de Broglio went from hence fully inftruQcd in this

affair, I don’t doubt but upon his arrivall in England, it will, in confcquence

o f his orders, be pufl^d with the utmoft vigour; and I will not conceal from

you, that I think my lord T ------ d more zealous for it, than in my opinion, is

at prefent for his majefty’s fervice, confidejri'ng the nature o f .the treaty, and 

the fituation of affairs in Europe.
As to the treaty ilfelfe, I fliall not dwell upon the objrfaions (which I have 

conftantly made to it here, as not caring to ipeak my mind plainly upon it in
4 P a  other
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Period IV. other rcfpcSs) relating to the fum demanded by the eleftor o f Cologn, to in- 

vf[f2,^llf^*demnirye him for the lofs of his arrears, due to him from the emperour, 

nor upon the fubfidys <^emanded by the eleftor o f  Bavaria, to be payd in time 

o f  peace; becaufa there are objeftions that arife more from the nature of̂  our 

government, and the difpofition o f  parliament, than from the thing itfelfe, i f  

the treaty itfelfe was in all other confiderations to be defired.

T he article that affefts me the moft, is the 7th, o f which I fend you a copy 

inclofed, for fear o f your not having it by you, with the marginal” addition 

made by lord Townlhend and count Plettenburghj and likewife a copy o f the 

7th article o f  the projeft concerted laft year at Fontainbleau, that you may 

compare them together; and you will fee that even the 7th article, as it was 

projected by count Albert, differs very much from the 7th article concerted 

at Fontainbleau, and carrys the obligation a great deal farther; and altho’ it 

is in fome meafure agreeable to the 4th article o f the treaty-of Hanover, it is 

conceived in much ftrongcr terms, for tying down the contrafting partys from 

hearing any propofitj.on o f  any nature whatfoever (tho’ not contrary to tha in- 

terefts o f  any o f the contrafting partys) or froip making any agi'eement what­

foever, without the approbation o f all the contrasting partys. However, had 

the circumftances o f  affairs continued to be the fame as they were at the time 

o f  making the Hanover treaty, or ihould the' ill fuccefs o f M r. Stanhope’s 

journey bring them again to the fame fituation, the article as drawn by count 

Albert might, perhaps, have pafled well enough upors the fame motives as oc- 

cafioned the 4th and 5th article o f the Hanover treaty j but that feems not to 

be the cafe at prefent.

The treaty o f  Hanover took its rife from the fudden, ftrift, and furprifing 

union between the emperour and Spain, by virtue of the treaty o f Vienna, 

and that union was founded upon an engagement oh the part o f  the emperour 

to the queen o f  Spain for the marriage o f  don Carlos with the eldeft arcbdu- 

chefs, which mu ft have proved o f  the moft fatal confequences to the libertys 

and ballance o f  Europe, i f  not prevented; and this made it abfolutely necef- 

fary for the other copfiderable powers to unite togeth^ in time, and to make 

the meafures to be taken for preferving the ballance o f Europe, as well as the 

privileges and uspofe o f the emjSi;p> part o f  their union, in order to difappoint 

the views o f the emperour and Spain, and to ertgage, if  poITible, the princes o f the 

empire in their intere'ft, in cafe o f  a war. Therefore the 4th and 5th articles 

o f the treaty o f Hanover, were calculated as a tcmptauon to the princes o f  the

empire
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emptr^ to come into this treaty, efpecially thofc tliat had any pretentions to  the P*«o<J JV. 

emperour’s fucceffion, in cafe he (hould dye without iffuc male. (7»7w«7a y

But all our attempts, promiles, and iiifinualions^ jo in ed  with the tendency 17*9. 

o f th^fe articles, fo much for ihcir own interell, proved fruiilcfs. The chcif 

o f thole princes, particularly the four eleftors now in queftion, for the fake o f  

the fubfidys, engaged themfelves for two years in an alliance with the cmperour, 

were obliged to furnifh him with a certain number o f troops; and they wait 

fo far as even to accede to the treaty o f Vienna, by which the emp'crour's fuc- 

ceflion is guaraniyed; fo that the Hannover aliys were forced at great expcnce 

to feek for other confederates, and to take other meafures, independent ol the 

princes o f the empire, and had the good fortune to ftrengthen and guard 

themfelves on ail fidesj in fo timely and effeflual a manner, as to be able to 

difappoint the great defigns o f the empcrour, and to oblige him, notwitb- 

ftanding the number o f allys he had acquired in the empire and the north, to 

fign the preliminary treaty, and come to a congrefs much agaiiid the will 

o f hi« principall ally, the king of Spain. This lencrei^fcd the credit and 

reputation o f  »he Hannover allys, and weaken’d the emperour foe much, 

as to give a new turn to the affairs o f Europe, to open the eyes of fcveral 

princes, whom the emperour had before cajoled and gaijjed by falfc hopei> and 

particular views, untill time and certain events, together with-the firmnefs o f  

the Hannover allys, occafioned at laft fuch a jealouly between the emperour 

and their catholick majeftys, as to have in a manner entirely diffolved iheir 

friendftiip, and to have flung Spain into the intereft and union of the Ilanovcr 
allys; in foe much, that the emperor himfelf feeni;; now difpofcd lo hearken 

to any thing which the aliys may demand for their fatisfattion as to the points 

in difpute with him, by means o f a guaratuy o f his lucccUion, und<̂ r proper 

reftriftions and limitations. And this (eeius to be the prefent ftate of affairs, 

which (hews it is no more the fame, as when the treaty o f Hanover, and par­
ticularly the 4th and 5th articles o f it were made, and confcquently the rea~ 

foning about entering into a treaty with the four eleQors on the fame terms, 

as might have been prudent and neceflary to doe at the time o f making that 

treaty, fecm to me in a great meafure changcd.
However did the 7th article o f  this project, goe no furthqr than a jo y n t 

concert o f  fentiments and meafures, for what fhould concern the libcrtys arid 

tranqaillity o f  the empire, and the peace in generall, as was die plain meaning 

o f  the article concerted at Fonuinebleau, I would allow that it might be
reafonable
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Period IV. reafonaWc and prudent to enter into this treaty. But as there is no doubt but 
17*7 to 1730. article, efpecially with the additionall words in the margin, tyes all the

contrafting partys from taking the leaft ftep relating ro any guaranty, without 

the confent and approbation o f  every one o f  them, it certainly obliges England 

not to think o f the guaranty o f  the emperour’s fucceffion on any terms, or 

in any conjunQ.ure whatever, during the time o f this treaty fubfifting, without 

th« confent o f  each eleftor, that fhall be a party to it, which feems to me not 

only to be entirely unneceffary, but fubjeQ. to great inconveniencys. •

There is no doubt but France, efpecially fince the great encreafe o f M . 

Cbauvelin’ s credit with the cardii^all, defircs nothing more than that the em­

peror’s fucceffion fhould be left as loofe and uncertain as poflible, for reafons 

that are obvious. There is as little doubt but that England and Holland 

fhould, for the very fame reafons-, be as defirous o f isaving the emperour’s 

^fucceffion eftablifhsd under proper reftriEtions and limitations, and that no 

other confideration, befidea their concern not to difbblige France and Spain, 

Ihould keep them fjom thinking o f  it as foon as things are fettled.

It  is no lefs certain, that if  we fhould now make this treaty with the four 

efeftors, in the terms o f  the 7th article o f  the projeft, with the marginall addi­

tions, but that France being always averfe to have the emperour’s fucceffion 

regulated, would be able to hinder England from doing any thing at any time 

in a matter o f fuch importance to the future peace and ballance o f  Europe; 

and this France might doe, without appearing openly in it herfelfe, by difpofing 

fome o f  the eleftors, efpecially him o f Bavaria, to be againft any plan o f that 

nature; and confequently in all events, altho’ the prefent good difpofition and 

views o f France with regard to the affairs o f  Europe, and particularly with 

regard to England, fhould come to be changed, and their ancient maxims upon 

the death o f the cardinal, be tefumed, England, by virtue o f  this treaty, might 

be fo hamper’d, as not to have it eafily in her power to take in time the ne- 

ceffary meafures for maintaining the ballance o f  Europe, and to provide even 

for her own fecurity, by a proper eftablifhment o f  the emperour’s fucceffion, 

and by keeping up the houfe o f Auftria, as a counterpoids to that o f  Bourbon, 

and I am convinced, in my own opinion, by the dayly conduft o f the Garde 

des S^eaux, that he is fo earneft for the conclufion o f  this treaty, particularly 

for the fa k e ,o f this 7th article, and*the confequences o f  it, as will make it 

impoffible to enter into meafures for fettling the emperour’ s fucceffion, in any 

conjunfture, during this treaty.
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I flo not mean, dear fir, as you will eafily believe, by what I have lately IV. 

wrote to you, that England and Holland fliould imtnediatcly hearken to the 

emperour’ s propofitions, and by that means create*any jcalcAify or uncafinefs 1729. 

again§ them on the part o f France and Spain ; but that we (hould not putt it 

out o f our power to doe any thing at any time for a guaranty of th<* empcrour’s 

fucceffion. For until! we have done fomething decifively, and as long as we 

continue free in that refpc£l, the fears o f  France with regard to the fettlemefit 

o f  the fuoceffion, may on one fide keep this court firm to the prt fent fyftem, 

and to*the friendfhip o f England; as on the other fide, the hopes which the cm- 

perour may entertain, that we fhall be di^ofed to do it one time or other, 

may keep him within fome bounds, and from coming to extremitvs with his 

majefty, as king or eleClor. And, therefore, as it is not our intereft to diloblige 

France by any halty ftep in favour of the emperour, fo I think we fhould not 

render the emperour defperate by a treaty, which he will foon come 10 know, 

and by which he will loole all hopes of our friendfhip for ever, by our putting 

it out,of our power to doe the only thing tliiat he h4s* at heart, and con- 

fequently he may be forced to run into views and mcafures, that may be as 

dangerous to the ballance o f Europe, and the intereft o f England, as thofe 

taken by the treaty o f Vienna; nay, perhaps, he may think of reluming the fame 

again with Spain as his only reioUrfe.

There are many icalons for not concluding, at prefent, the treaty with the 

four eleftors; but without rejetting it entirely, we (hould keep the conclufion 

o f  it at a diftance, and in fufpence, on account o f the difficulfys with regard 

to the fubfidys in time o f  peace, which the parliament will never grant; and 

the guaranty o f Burgh and Juliers abfoliKely in favour o f the prince of Sultz- 

bach, which by reafbn o f the proteftant religion., and the near relatiu;? there 

muft always be between the familys o f Hannover and Prulha fnotwithllanding 

the prefent unaccountable humour and behaviour o f his Pruflian majefty) 

would have very ill appearance in the world; and alfo on account o f the 

eleftor o f Cologn not confenting to be a contrafcling party any longer than for 

jwo or three years; and laftly, that it would be necelfary to learn the fenti- 

iDcnts of the principall perfons of the States upon it, with Begard to ihc like- 

lyhood o f their being contracting partys originally, or at leaft’ by accellian, 

who being partys to the treaty o f Hanover, ought to be equally concerned in 

this. W hich laft two reafons, feem to me to be in themfelves, very eflentiall in 

all events, becaufc-I think it would be very imprudent for his majefty to en­

gage
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Period IV. gage in an affair o f fuch confequence, and which concerns foe mirch tihe \n~ 

o f Europe in gencrall, without having'the States equally engaged with 

him; ar\d it would likewife be fomewhat extraordinary, if  not abfurd, that we 

fhould be bound, as is propofed to the eleftors o f  Bavaria and Palatiijie, for 

fifteen years, while the eleftor o f Cologn (who by the extenfivenefs o f  his do­

minions, and‘the fituation o f  them, muft be o f  much greater confequence to 

his majefty, and the ftates general!, than the other two can be,) will be tyed to 

them for two or three years only. Thefe inftances may furnifh us with fuf- 

ficient reafons to alledge for deferring the conclufion o f  this treaty with the 

four eleftors, without taking any,noticc o f the article that affeCls the emperor’s 

fucceflion, on which, in my opinion, we fhould at prefent, at leaft untill the 

affairs with Spain are entirely fettled, be very fiient.

Butt as foon as the treaty with Spain fhall be figned, and a proper declara­

tion made on the part o f the allys about the execution o f it, according to the 

publick articles, we mufl fee what will be the emperour’s conduft in this re- 

fpeft. I think it feared fcan be doubted, but that he will immediately declare, 

that he will never confent to the introduction o f Spanifh garrifons, into the 

places o f Tufcany and Parma, unlefs the Hanover allys will at the fanie time 

come into a fcheme to guaranty his fucceflion, which altho’ a thing very much 

to be defired, "yett the views o f  France and Spain (from whom the reft o f the 

ajlys cannot feparate) will ftill make it impra8.icable. The emperor not being 

able to compafs this great point, will, after folemn proteftationsagainft Spanifh 

garrifons, be cither paffive in this affair, without thinking to make a forcible 

oppofition to it, or elfe he wijl in concert with the great duke, and perhaps 

with the king o f  Sardinia, or by virtue o f his own great flrength in Italy, even 

rifk a war to prevent it. But thfe great danger he will run by a war, o f  loo(- 

ing fome o f his prefent dominions in Italy, may difpofe him to avoyd it, if  

England and Holland take care to conduft themfelves in fuch a manner as not 

to  make him think that he can have no hopes at a proper feafon o f their com­

ing into fome meafures to guaranty his fucceffion. But how to make him fen- 

fible o f  the good difpofition o f  thofe two powers'in this refpeO:, requires great 

caution and prudence, but ’ tis not altogether impoffible, i f  he will not imme­

diately by air unaccountable conduft, embroyl matters in Italy and the north $ 

and perhaps it may not be impoffible to difpofe the cardinal himfelf, for the 

Cake o f peace, not to be averfe to a fcheme for eUablifiiiflg the emperour’s 

fuccdfKMi.

But
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But nothing o f this nature Ihould be intiiiiated to him untill the fuccefs of Period IV. 

M r. Stanhope’s journey is fccn, and the views and dcfigns o f  ihe eniperour!  ̂

wpon the conclufion o f the treaty with Spain be plainly d,ifcovercd. For ftiould 17*9.

his imperiaH majefty rafhly rcfolve, rather than fuffer the introdiitlion o fS p a- 

nilh’  garrifons, to rifli a war in Italy (which in confequence will likewife be 

kindled in other parts by the nature o f the alliances now lubfUling in Europe) 

the Hanover allys fhould not only conclude without lofs of time the trjjaty 

•with th^ four ele£lors, but wili be obliged purfuani to the focret articles o f 

the ?Jtaty with Spain, to take new vneafures with refped to the cquilibre o f  

Europe.

T H E  D U K E  OF N I J W C A S T L E  T O  W I L L I A M  S T A N H O P E .

Congratulating him on the fucccjs o j the treaty of Seville.

D E A R  S IR , 'W iiiteiial], N o v m b fr  i 3, lyig,

we w'ere juft difpatching a meflenger to Pari  ̂ other bufincfs, when Harrington 

’ M r. Vane arrived here this morning, I have only tinvfc.to congratulate you , 

moft fincerely’upon your fuccefs in having concludcd the treaty, in a way, which 

I am perfuaded, will be entirely to his majedy’s fatisfa£iion. W e have not 

yett had time to perufe the treaty, but I may affure you, that I never faw the 

king better pleafed in «iy whole life, or better fatisfied with any body than he 

is with you. He was exiicamly well pleafed with your leaving Spain, as he 

ordered me immediately to acquaint you, and 1 think I may venture toforetelJ, 

that the king has lb ju ft a fenfe o f  the great fcj vices you have done him and 

his people, and particularly upon thfs occafion, that whatever you may h|vc 

defired, will be done in the beft manner. I have many coniptimcnts and 

thanks to you from fir Robert W alpole and my brother. You can’i have 

more jo y  upon this occafion upon all accounts, and particularly upon your 

own, than I have; but you mull allow me ftill to think, my advice about your 

going to Spain, has not turned out ill.

S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z  T O  T H O M A S  T O W N S H E N D .

JJis concern at the difagreement with f i r  Robert Walpole.— Exprejj'es and men­

tions Horace Walpole’s regard fo r  lord Townfiendt and refolulion not to ac­

cept the ojice offecretary o f fa te .

VOL. u .  PART u .  4 e  (Paris,
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• P e ita d lV . (Paris, November 26, 1729.) M R . W alpole hopes to go over to En- 

1 7 3 7 1 0 1 7 5 0 . j  promifc you, and I am willing to pawn my whole credit npon 

Sydney it, that you will find him more reafonable, and fuller o f cordial refpe£t for lord 

Paper*. T-ownfhend, than perhaps might be expeCled in the prefent niifunderftandings, 

if  you were not apprifed o f  it. I am very fare that i f  lord Townfliend Fiad, 

or fliouid fee re^fon to quit his pofte diffatisfied, no per/on nor confideration 

in tl ê world would prevail with M r. W alpole to accept o f it, i f  it were of­

fered to him. And I am very fure, that he laments the prefent divifions fo 

fincerely, that he would do any thing in his power towards healing themi I 

fdy this upon the moft entire conviClion; and if  the event docs not prove it 

true, will be content never to be credited again, but to pafs for one, who is 

to be impofed on by words, and not capable o f  knowing riiofe i  live and con- 

vcrfe with every day.

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z .

Lord Towrijhcni teJliJVis his refolution to rejign.-—ls violent againjl the empe- 

ror, end inclined to Jupport the king's elcBoral view!.

DEAR SIR, Lotiion, January u, 1729— 30,

Poyntz J  Had the honour by the poft to acknowledge your excellency’s letters o f  
Papers. incbfed a letter from the

cardinall, much to the fame effeft as that which you returned; becaufe count 

Broglio writes in fo fa\fe and infamous a manner with refpeft to my brother 

W alpole and me, almoft every poft, that it is thought abfolutely ncceflary to 

preyrent his eminence againft fuch fcandalous infinuations, for fear o f  their 

making in time fome impreflion and I don’ t doubt but that your excellency 

will take all occafions, without a£fe£lation, to make the cardinal fenfible o f  m / 

brother’ s as well as my fincere attachment to the union between the two crowns. 

F or the French ambafladour reprefents us both as o f  another difpofition, and 

attributes all his difappointments to us perfonallyj and I could heartily wifli 

lord Townfliend xiid not fliow him fo much confidence and countenance as he 

does. For I am apprehenfive o f a defign on the part o f M r. Chauvelin, to 

change the ch^rwll o f  negotiation between England and France, and inftead 

o f  making it pafs thro’ his majefty’s minifters at Paris, to have it goe dire0 .1y  

from him to count Bioglio, and fo to the king; which would deprive his ma- 

jefty  o f  the advanuge he has always had o f the reafonable and moderate tem­

per
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pef o f the cardinal, who will become entirely u f e le f s  to the king’s (crvice, in Period IV.

cafe Mr. Chauvelin is to have the whole conduQ. o f the affairs, by his v. riling *7^7 «> *730.

direflly to the French ambafladour, paffing by, or cftnfcrring but flightiy with i7jo.

the Englifli embaffadour in France; and therefore I hope you will keep up 
 ̂ .

your fpirits againlt hinrj, and not take it always for granted, that all he fays in 

the name of the cardinall, comes from his eminence himfelfc.

Lord Townfhend, finte his laft fhort journey to Norfolk, has not only de­

clared to moft o f his confidential friends, but even in a calm and fcrious man> 

ner’ to me, that he is refolved to refign as foon as the feffion is over; and that 

in the mean time, he will barely give his opinion, but not prefs it in bufincTs, 

acquiefcing with the fentiments o f others. I told him nobody wotvld infjfl upon 

their opinion, fo as to m^ke it prevayl in foreign affairs in oppofition to bis, 

who was certainly the bed judge. H e has Cnee been as aftive and eager in bu- 

finefs as ever I knew him ; and his violence againft keeping any mcafurcs at 

all with the emperour, and his endeavours to make all mcafurcs elrftorall, pre- 

ferrable to all other confiderations, which is entirclj: agreeable 10 the king’s 

fentiments, make fome think that his lordflbip has no thoughts o f rcfigning.

But I am of opinion, that when the parliament is up, if  any thing fhould hap­

pen contrary to his defire, he may offer to quilt, as ĥ ; has already done to the 

king, and will be taken at his*word; and will fomc way or other jozle  himfelf 

out o f  place.

I am in I'uch hafte, and in fuch concern, on account o f this unfeltled and em- 

broylcd ftate o f affairs at home, that I fcarce know what I write. Things, how­

ever, in parliament, will goe on as well as they iiuve begun, but not without 
llrong oppofition. The great debate will be about the Heflian troops, but wc 

fliall carry it with much the fame majority, I believe, as we did ihe firft day’s 

divifion, which was two to one.

I forgott to tell you, that at the fame time, M r. Chauvelin rcfufed to come 

into a piijn o f meafures with you, he wrote 10 count Broglio, to learn the 

ideas o f lord Townfhend upon it; but as the Frcnch have tiow confented to 

conlider o f a plan of meafures to be ’immediately fettled among the allys, I 

fuppofc Mr. Chauvelin will have been no longer averfe to confer with you on 

that fubjcfl;. I was yefterday honoured with your’ s o f th« 26th N . S . in- 

clofing a letter to me from the cardinal o f the 2.4th; but have not yctl had 

time to receive his majefty’ s commands upon it.

Fray burn this.
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Peri odl V.  T H E  D U C H E S S  OF  K E N D A L  T O  S I R  R O B E R T  W A L P O L E .
1727101730.

* .. * Defires that the money to her by the late king, and corjigntd him as one o j

her trujlees, may be paid.

S I R ,  L o n d o n , F eb ru ary  18 , 17 2 9 — 3 0 . -

Orford his late majcfty was pleafed to make you my truftee, you will not wonder

Papers. application. T he little trouble I have given you on that head, is

enough to convince you how great a regard I have had for your affilrances. 

But having lately engaged in an affair that will require a large fum to compleat, 

1 hope-you’ll now refblve to accomtjiodate me with the money entrufted with 

you, myoccafions demanding the whole fum. This being a private irufl that

mufl; one time or other be accounted for, it may be transferred without inter­

fering with publick bufinefs, 1 can eafily imagine one fo continually Em­

ployed, may not often think o f me or my affairs, but you’ll giv£ me leave not 

to forget myfelf, efpecially in a thing o f fo great importaiice to me. I am, fir, 

your raoft humble ferysffu.' '

H O R A C E  W A L P O t E  T O  L O R D  H A R R I N G T O N  A-ND M R .  P O Y N T Z .

The oppojiiion having agreed to propoft a fchem'e fo r  opening the trade o f the 

£a ji India company, with a view to raife a fum o f money fo r  the publiCy f i r  

Robert Walpole thwarts their fchemes by hinting that he fhould raife money 

from  thatfociety.— Debates on the affair o f Dunkirk.— Sir Robert Walpole and 

Pelham dijlmguifk thenfelves.— Sir Robert Walpole attacks lord Bolingbrokc» 

who is defended by f ir  William Wyndham.— A  mofl animated debate.-—Great 

effeds o f the viajority to difappoint the hopes o f oppojition, and to prove the 

Jlabikty o f adminiflration.

G E N T L E M E N ,  Lonffon, M u rch  2— 13 , 1729— 30#

Harrington J  Hope this will find your excellency lord Harrington, fafcly arrived at 

Papers. Paris, to the great comfort o f  youp excellency Mr. Poyntz; and that the 

death o f the czar, and the difappointment the king o f Pruffia has mett with in 

his fchemes at Drefden, will foon have an influence upon affairs, to the ad­

vantage o f  the Hannover allys; on which head, 1 Ihall fay no more at prefent, 

becaufe I am perfwaded you are very impatient to know what has pafled in 

the houfe o f commons, on the day o f  the ftate o f  the nation, as what altho’

in
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in ap '̂pearance a domeftick concern, muft have a greater cfFeQ upon our fo- Period IV. 

reign mattervS, than almott any other incident either foreign or domelHck, can 

poffibly have.

I firtt to acquaint your excellencys, that it having been difcovcr’d, that 

the adverfarys had fecretly in the city negotiated a fcheme for dcllroyin^ the 

charter and exclufiv'e trade of the Eaft India company, and tt) lay that trade 

open to all adventurers, on a plaufible pretence ol'their finding a great funfof 

money for the ufe o f  the publick; the chanccllour o f the exchequer, by way 

o f  crofs-bite, having talked with fome o f  the direQors o f  that company, gave, 

a hint to the houfe, as if  part o f his \vaj> and means miglu arifc from that 

fociety, which extreamly alarmed and furprifed the adverfarys. But as their 

private fubfcriptions and engagements had gone a great way, they rofblved to 

prefent a petition, with a Icheme for opening that trade, and paying off the 

company. The petition being accordingly prefentcd; on Thurfday laft, a . 

great debate enfued^ and about nine at night, the court prevayled bv a ma­

jority, of 229 againll 135, and with a genqrall faiisia£ti'd\i ,.to the whig party.

However, this elid not difcourage the adverfarys from proceeding the next day 

with vigorous attacks oii the affair o f Dunkirk; and fir W . W .*  propofed,• SirWUljan» 

after the examination o f witneffes, and reading papers was ovcf, iliat what had Wyndh;̂ ®. 

been done relating to the harbour there, was a manijcjl violation of the treatys 

between the two crowm. But the othcr»fide having, before he was fecondcd, 

gott upon the paper the motion toi an addrel's j pur(uaiU to what you will find 

trandated in the inclofed letter to the court, left open for your pcrufalf, 

the debate began at about five in the afternoon, lafting very earned and 

ftrenuous ’ till pad two in the morning, and had fuch a iiirn.ihat, the whig-party 

was .animated to the laft degree, which was cheifly ott afioncd by hr IN>bert 

W alpole having very artfully and vigoroully fell on the late lord B. Sir W . W . 

took his part, and juftifyed his old friend, making a comparif«n between B. 

and fir R . a:- if the firft was every way as honed a man as« the latter, which 

•was anfwer’d with as much zeal, fire, and good (enfe by Mr. H, I’elham, as 

.ever I heard in my life, and created an univerfall fpirit, flame, and refentmcnt 

againft B. in the whole houfe; fo that upon the divifion, the whigs were 270 

againft 149. In my opinion, it was the greated day whh refpeJ;!; to the thing 

itfelfe, and the confequences o f it both at home and abroad, for his majefty, 

and the prefent miniltry, that I ever knew; and mud, I think, prove a thun­

derbolt to the adverfarys here, as well as to their friends on your fide the water.

For
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Period IV . For all the infinuations given out, as if  his tnajcfty and the whigs in get\erall 

were weary o f  the prefent miniftry, arc in the opinion o f moft people, con­

founded at once; and f  ftould think, that the ennemy inuft even in their own 

opinion, fall frorti that prefumptuous imagination, which they had certainly 

entertained to the very day o f  the debate, o f  overturning the prefent admi- 

fiiilration.

A ll that remains is, that France take care, as I don't doubt but the card:nail 

will, to have the works according to the treaty, demolifhed, notwithftanding 

jthe clamour o f  the inhabitants, or the artfull management, which M r. Maure- 

pas (who is no friend to England,, efpecially in this point, and certainly in the 

year 1728, did not a£l according to his eminence’s direflions) may endeavour 

with fome other French men to ufe, for difappointing the execution o f  the 

works made contrary to the treatys. It is not proper for me to tell you how 

■earneftly the feveral fpeakers, efpecially the tw o* brethren, afierted and main- 

.tained the prefent good faith o f France, and particularly o f  the cardinall. I 

think your e x c e lle n t*  rnuft hear it from other hands, and will make a, pro­

per ufe o f  it in your difcourfes with his eminence and M r. Chauivelin, to whom 

you will be pleafed to make my fincere compliments„and refpeft.

I am going to court on account o f the queen’s birth day being kept this 

^ay, and therefore you will cxcufe the hafte and imperfeftions o f  this fcrawl.

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  H A R R I N G T O N  A N D  M R .  P O Y N T Z .

ExfeSatiom  o f fome jimportant motion on the Jlate o f the nation."—-Great 

majority in favour o f government.— Inquiry into the flate o f the nation 

clofed.

M Y  LORD, AIJD SIR, London, March i i — z j, 1719— 30,

Harrington being appointed for a committee o f  the whole houle, to
Papers. confider agaia o f the itate o f the nation, the expeftations o f  fome new

and extraordinary attack upon the miniftry, were railed very high, both within 

and without doors, and the adverfarys feemed relblved to furprife the houle, 

with doing nodiing, or fomething o f moment, as they had done before by the 

fudden attack "of Dunkirk. H owever, we gott inrimation the day before, o f 

what this mighty no-matter was to be, which ended in M r. Chetwynd's re­

ferring the papers relating to St. Lucia, to the confideration o f  the committee*

•  Alluding to fir Robert Walpole and himfelf.

where
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where he moved’a long queftion, for afferting his majcfty’s intereft, and un- Period IV. 

doubted right to the iflands o f St. Vincent, St. Lucia, and Dominigo, for pre- ‘7 ’’^”  

venting foreigners making fettlements on thofe ifland*, and for application to ,719. 

be made by the king to the court o f Francc, for removing the French fcttlc- 

ment’s there. This queftion, after the mighty cxpedatioris that have^bcen 

raized in the houfe in general, filled'with ft rangers to fee the rcfuk of the 

great attack, fuppolcd to have been intended on the miniftry, was treated 

with great contempt and ridicule; and after a ftiort, or rather no debate at all, 

it waJ carryed, for leaving the chair by a majority o f *35 to la o . And not- 

withftanding the court party call’d upon their advcrfarys to move to have the 

committee for the ftate o f the nation, kept open, if  they had any thing furtiier 

to offer, yet the adveffarys abfblutely decUncd i t ; fo that this formidable en­

quiry, that was to have confounded the miniftry, has at laft ended in noife and 

fmoke, as much to the glory o f his majefty’s fcrvants, as to the difgrace and 

contempt o f their opponents. I am, with the greateft refpc6l and affctlion.

H O R A C B  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  O F  W A L D E G R A V K .

Coalition o f the tories and dijcontented whigs.— Their dijappointment at the 

. conclufion o f the treaty o f Seville.— Fmled in their ahempls to excite difcon  ̂

tent about the affair o f Dunkirk,— Laments the refgnation of lord Toxonflitni.

M Y  L O R D , M aich n — ’-4. J o .

" ^ H E  relation which the affairs here ir» parliament, mull have to thofe WaWegrave 

abroad, mutt naturally make every foreign minifler cautious to know tlus 

motives, refults, and confcquences o f  the warm tranfacUons, that have unex- 

peBedly occurred this fefhon.

T he opponents o f the minifters had entertained laft fummer, fuch a fanguinc 

and certain perfuation, that it would be impofTible to have a peace with Spain, 

and confeqviently that the Britifh commerce would have ftill continued in an 

uncertain and precarious ftate, without fatisfa£lion or revenge; that they had 

concerted their meafures, to call the minifters to an account, for their indo>

*knce and negleft in fuffering fo patiently the infuhs o f the Spanyards; and 

jis this was a very popular point, to a nation jealous of their hovour, as well as 

o f their privileges o f trade, it had created a great ferment among all forts o f 

people, gentlemen as well as merchants. In order, therefore, to diftrefs the 

adminiftration, the difcontented whigs had conccrted a perieft coalition with
the
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P en o d lV . tjig torys o f all degrees, and it was agreed to aft heartily and vigorouny in the 

f fame oppofition; and that for that purpofe, a fummons fhould be made o f  all 

ihc torys to be prefent,*-wijhout fuffering any excufe; and this was purfued 

■\vitli foe much zeel, that I believe there has been in town this year, above i  lo  

torysj, which is within a very few o f the whole number elefted.

T h e conclufion o f the treaty o f  Seville, and confequently the re-eftablifli- 

tn«nt o f  die commerce, with articles for all due and reafonable fatisfaftion, 

was a lenGble ftroak. to the united party o f the torys and difcontented whigs. 

However, having made a coalition, and appointed a general mufter in parlia­

ment, they were refolvcd to keep up their Cpirits, and to attempt the attacks; 

and, therefore, they at firft gave out unaccountable and falfe infinuations, to 

deceive themfelyes and their friends o f the points o f Gibraltar, and the pri­

vileges o f trade, not being I'ufficiently fecurcd. But the explicit terms o f the 

treaty o f Seville, when publillied, fatisfyed io well ail confidctare men, and the 

tryall o f that point in the houfc o f lords, with fo great a niajoruy, to the advan­

tage o f the court, made the adverl’aries fenlible, that it was impoffible for 

them to diftrefs the miniiterSj or to doe any fervice to the enjperour on that 

head.

T hey therefore had recourfe to another fcheme, which might ferve their 

purpofe, if  compaffed, as w ell; which was to create, if  poffible, a coolnefs and 

jealoufy between England and France; and for that elid, the reparation made 

by  the towni'men o f Dunkirk to that port, afforded, as they imagined, not only 
a plaufible pretext to accufe the minifters o f indolence, negleft, or cowardice, 

in not putting a ftbp to the proceedings o f France, in a point fb popular, and 

o f  fuch conlequence to this nation, but alfo o f  laying an imputation upon 

France, as violating the moft folemn treatys, at a time o f  fo ftrift an 

aWyance. T h e  fecrecy and art with whidi this point was managed and 

conduced, and the induftry employed to create a ferment through the 

kingdom, and elpecially in this city, o f a defign o f  reltoring the harbour o f 

Dunkirk, had indeed occafioned a great flame both within and out o f  

the parliament, upon the firft opening o f  it. But the miniftry having ob­

tained fo much time, as to have this matter ferioufly enquired into, and 

to make impsrtiall people, fee the wicked intention o f this malicious enj> 

<quiry, done with no other view, but to create a jealoufy between England 

and France, and to'’ encourage the emperour, and confequently, if  poffible, 

to  deftroy the treaty o f S ev iik j or to put a flop to the execution o f  it,

thefe
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thcfe machinations of the party oppofite to the co\irt, fervcd only to turn Period tV.

to iheir own confufion; and I never faw in my life fuch a fpirit as there van 

in parliament, at the great day o f Dunkirk, to fuj)iport the niiniflry, their mca- 1719.

fures, and the alliances o f the Hanover confederates, and liich a rage and re- 

fentment againft the oppofite party, and their allys abroad, fo that noihisff was 

more clear that day, than that altho’ the whigs in fomc popular points, fuch as 

place-bilis, will follow their own inclinations, yett this parliament is deter­

mined to fupport the prefent adiainiftration and meafurcs botl> at home and 

abroad; and are fenlible o f the malicious contrivances o f feme to bring mat­

ters into confufion, for their own private^ ends, and for that piirpojj; to make 

the enntmys to the Hanover ailyance, believe abroad, that there is not that 

lleddynels, vigour, and uni,on in the parliament, as there really is, for die fup­

port o f his majefly’s government, and his prefent councills.

I fhall not mention to you the affair o f St. Lucia, becaufe that was treate.d 

with fo much ridicule and contempt, that the adverfarys were glad to gelt otit 

o f  jt as well as they could; and I think I may fayj 'J>.« v̂er (aw a parliament 

like to end with fo much glory and honour to an admirfiftraiion, as tiiis will 

doe, notwithftanding all the efforts, which malice, defpair, and envy could in­

vent, that were employed to confound the prefent fjjflem, both at home and 

abroad.

There is one thing which certainly encouraged the oppofition o f the en- 

nemy, which was fome mifunderftanding among the great men here, which is 

indeed but too true; and I am afraid, there will be an alteration, which your 

lordfhip and I fliall be forry to fee, by the refignation o f a great man, w!io 

will not be perfuaded to keep his place, after the end o f the ft-ffions. And al­

though he cannot be fupplyed in application and abililys, yen he v.’ill, I be­

lieve, retire in fuch a manner, if  he does go out, and that will be underltucd 

by the generality o f people, that it will make no alteration in the party, in the 

meafures, or in the adminiftration o f affairs; and the fame fyftem wiH ftill be 

purfued, both with refpeft to domeftick and foreign bufinefs. But this you 

will keep to yourfelfc, and believe me, yours. See.

S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z  T O  T H E  H O N .  T H O M A S  T 0 W N 6 H E N D .

On the cxpeBed. refignation o j lord Townsend,
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Peridd I V . D E iR  s i r ,  Paris, March i6, 1730.

17«7to»730* y  O U R ’ S o f the igth ^aft, acquainting me with my lord’s refolution o f  re- 

Sydney tiring at the end o f  the feffion, did not come to my hands till fix d&ys

Papers, after the other letters o f the fame date, which I mention more to excufe ,my 

not arff'.vering it fooner, than to fill you with jealoufys o f its having been de­

tained defignedly, or opened, o f which I could fee no marks.

T h o ’ I have long expefted this refolution, and fee and feel the reafonable-i 

nefs o f his lordfliip’ s defiring retreat, after a life fpent in hurry and fatigue, and 

at a feafon when the infirmities o f age begin to make themfelves felt, and 

give a quicker fenfe to the crofTe'  ̂ and vexations arifing from the prefent 

fituation o f affairs both at home and abroad; yet, I own, that the more I con- 

fider the confequcnces of this refolution, the more I am confirm’d, that far 

from giving his mind the relief propofed, it will help to embitter the remain­

der o f his life. I have long had the honor to know and admire his lordftiip’s 

virtues, and am fure he is not one o f thofe who can tafte domeftic quiet, under 

public misfortunes; o'r'^that can feel the leaft pleafure in feeing affairs mif- 

carry in the hands o f fuppofed rivals. But if  it were pofTible fof him to con- 

traft his thoughts from the cate o f  the public to that o f his family and eftate, 

and to fill up his‘ vacant moments with the amufements which Rainham is fo 

well able to furniih; yet his being fuppos’d to refign diffatisfied, muft give a 

fatal wound to the whig caufe, already long languifhing under the expeflation 

o f  this event; and muft fooner or later bring thofe into power, who, to juftify 

their own meafures, may think it indifpenfably requifite to blacken thofe o f 

iheir predeceffors, and to fet fuch enquiries on foot, as how much foever they 

might end to his lordfhip’s honor, and juftify to the world the integrity o f  his 

intentions, yet would entirely blaft the promis’d com forts'of a retreat, and 

waken his attention, in a very difagreeable manner, to what is going forward 

in the world. The winding up o f affairs cannot be at a great diftance: i f  a 

war fhould be the event, which I ftill think improbable, the canvaffing the 

reafons which have brought tis to it, would naturally fall within the next fef­

fion; and it might not be thought agreeable to the fteadinefs o f his lordfhip’s 

former conduft, to withdraw from the yoke at fo critical a conjun£lure.

I f  a general'pacification can be obtained, it mutt he within this fummer, 

and fuch a period would certainly be the moft proper for breaking off, if  this 

were done without aiiy appearance o f  refentment; and efpecially if  his lord- 

fhip, without continuing in the infupportable fatigues and chagrins o f  the fe-

cretary’s
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crc'tary’s office, and even without accepting any eruploymenf from the go- Period IV.

vcriiment, that fhould oblige him to attendance, would flill continue to  lend 

!iis counfel and affiftance, and be content to pals for a hearty w cll-w iflier to 1730.

the  ̂ meafures, carrying on by thofe that fhould be employed, there m ight, 

perhaps, be llil! fome hopes o f  preferving the whig caufc, and o f faving the 

crown from the neceflity o f  ever trying perfidious friends, • But if  this can­

not be obtained, I own, I can forelee nothing but total ruin and confufidn to 

ail we have been labouring for ever fince the revolution, Thclc things iuTe 

I'o obvious, that I ought to beg pardon for prefuming to repeat thens, Hjs 

lordfliip muft have reafbns unknown to ijie, not for defiring earnellly to re­

tire, but for rciblving to do it immediately, and with the appearance o f  diflafte 

and refentment, which hovicver difown’d in words, will gain univcrfa! belief, 

i f  it l)e done before our public affairs abroad, have taken fomc fhape and 

confiflency.

When I have faid this, I beg leave to affure you, that in my l(,w fphere,

I lang as impatiently as my lord can do, to be ent1r^iy>/cleafed from the bu- 

fmefs, which njy obedience to his commands, could alone ever have engaged 

me in, and in this refpeft, his lordfhip’ s retiring, would contribute to my pri­

vate eafe. I would compound, by the lofs o f  my plaue, to hove a little leifure 

and retirement for the latter part o f  my l i fe ; but when 1 re fle a  bn the times, 

we faw and felt in the latter end o f  the queen’s reign, and which the breaking 

to pieces the whig party, mufl foon bring about again, I own, I can forefce 

no m ore com fort in retirement, than in biifinefs; and i f  my llrer»gth and health 

will hold out to carry me thrither, I believe I fhaii determine to retire to one 

o f  ou r plantations in the W eft Indies, rather than to live in England, under

fuch an afpeft o f  affairs.
I wifh you all happinefs and profperity in the change o f  your condition s 

nothing could have made England more defirable to me, than the profpeft o f  

feeing you  fo happy, as I verily believe the m arrying into that fam ily'w ill 

make vou. M y utmoft ambition would have been to have divided my time 

between Rainham and Danfon, i f  the caufe o f  liberty ctfuld have held up its 

head in England; but i f  it muft fink, I will look out for England fomewherc 

e lfc ; and wherever I can be free from the infults o f  that party-rage and o p - 

preflion, which 1 abominate worfe than death, kic am or, hac patria. I fend 

you the melon feed you defircd, and am, with the truefl affetlion and re­

fpeft, «Sfc.
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P erio d lV . t h e  d u k e  OJ'  N E W C A S T L E  T O  L O R D  H A R R I N G T O N .
17*710173a.

Low Jlate o f oppoJition.-— Lord TownJIitnd will prohahly go out, and he 

ceedtd by lord Harrington.— Writes in confidence to him alone, on the fub)eB  

o j an apprehended war with Spain, and the btji means o f avoiding it.

c M Y  DEAR LORD, Whitehall, M,»rch 16— »7, 1719— 30.

Harrington ’̂ H O ’ I have troubled you already with fome privates, I could not. let this 

meflenger go, without giving you fome account how things ftand Here,

Vtryfrivate. for yo u r information only. W e  look upon the ennemy to be quite de-

' Cefy. m olilhed in the houfe o f  commons, and that our D u n kirk  day, and the clofet-

ting the committee upon the St. L u cia  affair, w ere the greatett vi£io/les that 

ever were know n. I hope they will have a good effeft abroad, I think they 

muft have one here at home. Things at court remain pretty much in the fame 

fituation you left them, except, that lord Tow nfhend’s going out feems every  

day more fixed, and it-ir»ibW taken for granted, will happen affoon as ever ,the 

parliament rifes. H is fucceffour muft certainly be the man in the world I  

wifli, I am fure m y friends, and I believe every body elfe, have no other 

thought; this beiag likely foon to be the cafe, I hope you will difpatch your 

bufinefs, where yt)u are, with all poflible expedition. O u r mafter is a little 

uneafy, that we hear not one w ord o f  the plan o f  meafures, and I muft own I 

am, that the declaration to the emperor is like to go heavily both with the car­

dinal and the D utch ambaffadors. W hat I now write is in the utmoft confi­

dence, and without the knowledge o f  any o f  my brethren.

I am perfuaded, I need not fuggeft to yo u , reafons for bringing things to a 

conclufion all’oon as pofTible. N otw ithftanding all the em peror’ s warlike prepa- 

tions, I cannot imagine, now the czar is dead, and Pruflia and Poland are both 

wavering, that the em peror will dare to ftrike a ftroke. W e  have here great 

hopes o f  the king ot Pruflia, and 1 may tell you, that the relblution about the 

difputes att B runlw ick, is what Kniphaufen him felf propofed, and i’eemed fure 

would be fatisfatlory. Y o u  may imagine fomebody will not be lorry that things 

fhould mifcarry hereafter, aftd for that reafoii, we (hould be the more upon 

our guard. N® arguments that relate perfonally to yourfelf, I  am perfwaded, 

will have much weight, but i f  they had, it now comes to be more immediately 

your own bufinefs, aod as I know you  are in the righteft way o f  thinking 

imaginable, all I wi(h is, that you may be able to fucceed in your negotiation,

to
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to  your own mind. A  war is certainly to be avoided, i f  poffible 5 but at the Ptriod IV. 

fame time, our treaty with Spain muft be executed, and that foon. Should we 

talk bigg to the em peror att the fame time we ma4ce our declaration? or fee 1730. 

firftjiow that will operate? I remember in a late letter from Icfrd W ald egraveto  

M r. Poyntz, he fays R ca lp *  told him, he had pofitive proof that we h»d en- • ^mjstrlal 

tered into engagements with Spain, relating to the emperor's dominions in 

Italy, and that i f  the emperor could not have that fecurity, he had better ha­

zard a war at once: fure that hint Ihould have been followed, and even Patino 

himlelf, I think, does not feem fond o f  a war; but perhaps the way to avoid one^ 

is to fcem not afraid o f  one, and prepared for one. B ut all this, you know 

much better than I, and therefore I mult begg to have your thoughts in con­

fidence, upon the fituation o f affairs, what you think is like to be the event? 

how the cardinal and French minifters are inclined? what the Dutch will do, 

and how far the court o f  Spain will pufh us? O u r whole depends upon mak-, 

in ga  good end o f  our foreign affairs, which is the reafon o f my givitig you this 

trouble. M y brother is much your’s, and lb are durbro/her Walpoles, iho’ 

they none o f thpm know o f my writing to you. M y kind fervice to I’oyntz.

T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E  T O  L O R D  l i A R R l N G T O N .
• ■

Mcniiom the difconknt and difphafure of lord Town/hend, btcaufc lord Har­

rington is to fucceed him as Jecretary of jiatc.— Uinli that Jir Robert Walpole 

had obtained by means of gueen Caroline, the king's approbation o f their 

mcafures, in oppofition to lord Totvnjkcnd. .

M V  d e a r  l o r d ,  W h i t i h a l l ,  M i i c h  1 4 —

T R eceived the favour o f  your two private letters, in your own and M r, narringtou 

B la ir’ s letterj the lad I immediately communicated to fir Robert and H o- , 

race, and we agreed that the reafoning in it was fo good, that it lliould be lent Pri-vau.

U)  the king; but as lord Townfhend has o f  late taken all occafions to do you 

all the ill offices he could, we thought he might make ai\ ill u(c o f  your letter, 

and therefore have not.fhewed it to him; and you will fee by whai I (hall fay 

to you, that we did not judge wrong about it. E ver fince you Ijavc been gone, 

imagineing, I luppofe, that you are to be his fucceflour, (you may guefs from 

whence we chiefly have our intelligence, and therefore, tho’ my friendfliip to 

you, will not lett me conceal it irom you, I am fure you will take no notice o f

it.
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PeHodlV. jt, or left it have any other efFefl, but to fhew him bo^ unjuft his fufpicioas 

anri rcprefentations have been) his manner o f  talking upon your fubjccl, has 

been lower and nneaner, than one could well have imagined him capable o f; 

but his favourite ‘topick is, your want o f  courage and refolution in bufinefs, 

and be pretends to have been told by one, to whom he fays you laid, you went 

abroad at the rifli o f  your neck; and he takes great pains to lliew that fuch a 

difpofition can never fucceed. He blames loudly your inftruftions, which he 

tays were drawn up by yourfelf, and now has attacked you for having even 

exceeded thofe inflruftions. Your joint difpatch, which is all he has fcen, 

has made him outrageous; he fays we have been wrong from the beginning, 

nothing but the plan o f  operations wiil do, all thoughts o f declarations or pro- 

pofals to the emperour, are ridiculous, and that there is no common fenfe in 

any thing, but in a letter, Poyntz wrote before you left England.

Laft week I having been much taken up in the houfe o f lords, he, I fup- 

pofe, vented himfelf with our mafter, and in fliort, on Sunday lalt, wrote the 

inclofed * letter to the Slfftg*, which, with the anfwer, he (tnt to Horace on Sun­

day night, his lordfhip being to go to Norfolk, as he did, on Monday morning. 

Before I knew any thing o f this, I had prepared my letter to you both, pretty 

much in the manner it now is, which was approved by fir Robert W alpole and 

H orace; but after lord Townfliend’s paper, I difpaired o f  the king’s differing 

f  To the it to go. But our good friend fir Robert took it to a certain t  place, and in 

Ihort, we have carried our point, notwithilandingall that had palt, and the kmg 

it extreamly pleafed .with the letter, as it now is, ■which, all things confider’d; 

1 am fure you muft approve. His lordfhip has reprefented us, as giving up 

Hanover quite, and has worked much with the king upon that head; and alfo, 

that we had neglected pulhing the plan o f operations, which he fays, had right 

meafures been taken, would have been fettled long ago. You may imagine, in 

thcfe circumftances, as well as really from an opinion, that we were always of, 

that it was neceffary to fettle as foon as poffible fome plan: I have pufhed 

it very ftrongly in my letier to you, and I mud indeed recommcnd it to you 

moft earneftly, that you would either gett France to agree to the plan, or lome- 

thing o f that kind, or fhew the king that it is not your fault, and that no pains 

have been waifiing on your part. For the fame reafon, I muft begg you would 

do what you can-about the German points, Mecklenburgh & c . But as I have

Printed among the notes between lord Townfliend and the king.

wfote
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wrote about that in a private letter to you, I muft defire you to anfwcr me in PcrH>d IV. 

the fame manner, and that you would keep ihofe letters by themfelves, as I 

intend to do the draughts o f  them. I f  you fucceod in thcfe two grand points, 1730. 

our friend will be quite difappointcd. B ut what a creature is lie to be playing 

fuch a part. A  very great perfon, told me this evening, that you were •wortrwith 

him than fir Robert W alpole. 1 muft again begg o f  you to* take no notice 

o f thefe hints, which I only fend you, that you may know how things ftand 

here. Ncjthing, I think, can be a greater proof o f my friend fir Robert’s regard 

for you, than the refentment the other (hews to you. 1 am in hopes all wiU 

do well.

L ord  Townfliend talks ftill o f  going out affoon as the parliament is up.

W hither he intends it or no, 1 can’t tell, but it mufl. end in that. I am in 

great hopes our fcheme o f  miniftry will now be foon fettled: aflbon as it is, 

or I can judge any thing certain about it, you  Thall know it. T h e only thing.

1 think, or att leaft, flatter m yfclf is fure, is what relates to you. L ett us have 

fomc, br ifk refolution about the plan o f  operations, SrtTffogne (trong afluranccs 

about Hanoves,^ and we fhall be able to defy him, and alf he can do- B ut 

tho’ I write lb ttrong about operations, we lhall be all here (king and queen 

not exccpted) very glad, i f  Fonfeca’s propofal about Italy, could finifh every 

thing, and therefore, it is to be managed with great caution* and prudence.

It  is not to be wpndcrM  att, that the king doubts a little the fincerity o f  any 

thing flung out by the imperial m in iftry; but, however, 1 think you arc now 

perfettly apprifed o f  all we can do here, what our thoughts and wiJlies arct 

but the plan o f  operations muft be preffed.  ̂ Forgive me for laying lb much 

to you, and to you only, you know our circumftanoes. A ll friet>ds, and par­

ticularly H arry, lend their compliments. M ine to P oyntz.

T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E  T O  L O R D  H A R R I N G T O N  A N D

S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z .

Thinks it improper to attack the Aujlrian Netherlands.— Propofes to guaranty 

the pragmatic fanSiion  ̂ provided the emperor will confcnt to the admijjlon 

o f Spanjh garrijuns in Parma and Florence.— Settles the ^ropofcd attack 

again/i the emperor,-^And puts off the divijion o j the conquhed comlries 

to a Juture tme.

U f
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P<*riod I V . LORD, AND SIR, Whitehall, M»rdi 24— April 4, 1730.

7̂  73  ̂ I  Received by Bowyer^ the meffenger, on tlie »8th inftant, the honour o f  yo u r

Walpole. excellencies moft fecret better o f  the 14th— 25th, and lay’ d it before the 

Papers, king; but the affairs in parliament, for fome days, having required my ,con- 

Meji/ece't. ftant'*^ttendance, I have been obliged till now, to deferr the fending you his 

m ajefly ’ s commands upon the contents o f  it.

Before I enter into the particulars o f  your excellencies’ letter, I muft in ge­

neral acquaiint you, that bis m ajefty was extream ly concerned, to find that fo 

little progrefs had t)een made in forming the plan o f  operations, and mutual 

fecurity, which his m ajefty imputes to the extravagant views o f  the Spaniards 

on the one handj and the backwardnefs, not lo  fay timidity o f  the French on 

the other. A nd as the king thinks, that it is now  high time to come to fome 

conclufion upon this head, that Spain may be convinced the allys are in ear- 

neft to perform their engagements, and for that purpofe are ready to take 

fuch meafures as will enable them to do it by force, i f  there fhould be a ne- 

ceflity fijr i t ; fo the eniper'or may fee, that i f  he does not confent to the peace­

able introduftion o f  Spanilh garrtfons, fuch a plan is lay ’d,'■as will make it 

im poflible for him to g ive  any oppofition to it; which the king thinks will the 

more incline hifti to confent to any ultimatum, that fliall be thought proper to 

be offer’d him.

That your excellencies may be perfeQ ly apprized o f  his m ajefty’ s fenti- 

ments, in what manner this may be done with the greateft profpefcl o f  fuccefs, 

and liable to the leaft objcftion, his majefty has confidered the propofal given 

in by the Spanifh minifters, at your laft conference, and the account that your 

■excellencies give o f  what pafs’d upon that occafion. H is majetty was very  

glad to find, that tlie G arde des S9eaux had aflured you, that the French were 

ready to reftrain themfelves in whatever manner Qiould be thought proper, from 

acquiring any part o f  the em peror’ s poffeflions; which his m ajefty thinks, in the 

form ing o f  any plan, or taking o f  any meafures, fhould be thoroughly under- 

ftood, as well for the fervice o f  the common caufe, as for engaging the allies 

xnqre heartily in the purfuit o f  it. F o r the fame reafon, the king entirely 

agrees with the D utch minifters, that it would be highly im proper to thinlc o f  

attacking the^'emperor in the N etherlands; but that all that fhould be done 

on  that fide, is to be upon the defenfive, and to  prevent the imperial troops 

that are there, from  being fent to reinforce the eniperor'’s army in other 

parts*

T h e
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T h e method which the king thinks .would at once iiring the emperor to a Period IV. 

compliance, remove all the difficulties that the Du(«h (ecm to have, and not 

be liable to moft o f  thofc which the cardinal apprehended, ^would be* for the 1750. 

all)^ to aflemble a body o f  troops at Hailbron, or fomewhcrc betwct^n the 

N eckau and the M ein, to confift o f  French, which fliould be jo y n ’d Sy H ef- 

fians, Danes, Englifli, Hanoverians, and Dutch, upon their march Hoviards 

Silefia or Bohem ia, in the manner that was propofed in 1727, as you will find 

in M r. W alpole and colonel A rm ilrong’s joint letter to me of 16— 27 M ay, 

that year, o f  which I inclofe a copy; and when once fuch an army is affemblctl 

in thofc parts, it will be very eafy to marclf into the em peror’s coiinirys, cither 

o f  Bohemia or Silcfi®, and intimidate him from giving any oppofuion to the 

execution o f  our engagem'ents in Italy. A nd it is moll probable, that i f  the 

court o f  Vienna could but have a notion, that fuch a meafure was rcfblvcd 

•on, they would readily give into any ultimatum, that fliould be offer'd  on the 

part o f  the allys.

b efore  this^could be putt in execution, we fhou’d fee biearly what the king 

o f  Pruflia woilld do, and for that reafon, it will be neceirary for the allys la  

agree to a fuitable declaration to be made to him, in order tg know what pari 

he will take, which in all probability would difpofe him tp agree to what 

fhould be piopofed t<J him. B u i if  after all, his Pruffian m ajefly ftiould jo yn  

with the emperor, this artny, or part o f  it, might then march towards Grave, 

and by entering the dutchy o f  Cleevcs. prevent Vum from giving the emperor 

much affiftance. The objeftion, that the cardinal made, with relation to the 

princes o f the empire, his m ajefly thinks, 'may eafily be removed, (ince we 

fliall have but little advantage from our treaty with the four electors, il’ it will 

not^entitle the allys to a paflage for their troops through their country* * and 

i f  they agree to it, with thofe that are already in alliance with us, there is lit­

tle realbn to apprehend any oppofuion from the other princes o f  the empire.

I may in confidence acquaint your excellencies, though you will take no no­

tice o f it, that one great inducement to his majefty, for preferring a fcheme o f  ' 

this nature to all others, is, that it is not oiily the mott probable one to fu c- 

ceed, but it is not liable to the objection o f  overturning the balbnce o f  power, 

or weakening that intereft too much, which at another time may be neccffary 

for the fupport o f  it.
I f  fome fuch plan as this be once agreed to, the difficulty* relating to the 

war in Italy, will in great meafure ceafe; fince it is not to be imagined, that

V O L .  I I .  P A R T  I I .  4 ®
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Period IV . the emperor will have> his own country expofcd to be overrun with fuch an 

1787101730; purely for the fake o f  preventing the admiffion o f  Spanifh garrifons into

Tvifcany and Parm a.

Y o u r  excellencies w ill be pleafcd to communicate thefe his m ajeity's 

thoughts to the .cardinal and Garde des S9eaux, and acquaint them, that i f  

fom ethilig o f  this kind be not forthwith refolved on, there is great reafon to 

fear, that the em peror m ay keep us in fufpence, and prevent the execution o f  

the treaty o f  Seville, by which we may run a rifk o f  lofing Spain, the de­

taching o f  which from the emperor, has coft the allys fo much pains and 

trouble; and therefore the king Hopes they w ill no longer delay com ing to a 

refolution upon this head. Y o u  will alfo communicate thefe his m ajefty’s 

fentiments, to the D utch minifters, and even to the Spaniards, i f  you think it 

advifeable; and yo u  will fhew the Spanifh minifters, how ready and forward 

his m ajefty is to take all reafonable meafures for the execution o f  his engage­

ments, which, i f  not done, eannot be imputed to the king.

H aving now giv6n your excellencies his m ajefty’ s thoughts fully upon the 

plan o f  operations, I come to anfwer the remaining part o f  yo u r letter. T h e  

king was very mi'ch furprifed to find, that the D utch minifters had not yet re­

ceived direttionj! ‘to jo y n  in the declaration propofed in the inftruftions, fince 

it was comm unicated to the penfionary tw o months ago, and form ed upon this 

plan; but, how ever, as what the cardinal diflated to M r. Fonfeca, is in great 

meafure conformable to ihai declaration, his m ajefly thinks, that this matter 

fliould reft, till we can agree upon an ultimatum to be offer’d to the empe­

ror, in cafe he fhould refufe what the cardinal has propofed to h im ; except 

that yo u r excellencies and the D utch minifters fhou ’d take a proper oppor­

tunity to let the imperial minifters know, that his majefly and the D utch, are 

in the fame fentiments towards the em peror; but that whatever his imperial 

m ajefty’ s refolution may be, they are determined forthwith to execute th ek  

engagements to Spain, in the manner ftipulated by the treaty o f  Seville.

A s  to what the imperial minifters here lett fall in converfation, his m ajefty 

is far from having any objeftion ’ to the guarantying the fucceificm o f  the emi- 

peror’ s polTefTions in Italy to the Caroline arch-ducheffes, i f  his im perial ma- 

je fty  would, on that condition, confent to the introduftion o f  Spanifh garrifon* 

into Tufcany and Parma, and adjuft all the difputes fubfifting between him and 

the allys. A nti therefore your excellencies may concur with the D utch tni- 

nifters in endeavouring to difpofe the cardinal to confent to the form ing o f  a

plan
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plan upon this principle, to be propofed by the allys to the emperor, as an ul- PwiodlV. 

tiuiatum, in cafe his eminency’ s fecret negotiation wuh M r. Fonfeca, ihould 

not fucceed. But as this appears to have been tke penfionary’s thought fotne i73!*> 

titt^ ago, and feems now to l>e flung out in a manner by the impcrialifts thetxu. 

felves, your cxcellcncies will take care to manage it in fuch a way, a sjlfe t t h e ^  

Spaniards may not imagine it arofe from his majefty, or ihiiik him backward 

in the execution o f  his engagcmeius to Spain. A nd his majetty is o f  opihion, 

fo r the reafons your excellencies mention, that it is very poUiblc, ihe French 

and'Spaniards may both be brought to confent to it. H ow ever, though the|i  ̂

are his m ajefty’s fentiments, yet in order tp have tiiis propolal acccpted by the 

em peror, w henever the allys (hall think fit to make it, your excellencics will 

prefs the fettling forthwith, the plan o f  operations, and not let the cardinal di­

vert you from entering immediately upon that confide ration, "by giving you 

diftant hopes o f  agreeing hereafter to this propofal, arnl by that means lofe the 

whole feafon in negotiation, and continue things another year ujwn the (ajpt 

they are at prefent.

His majefty. agrees in opinion with the French m iniftry, that it would be a 

great advantage to the common interefts o f Europe, i f  a proper match could 

i>e had for don Carlos, to prevent his m arrying one o f  the arch-ducheffes, and 

would gladly jo yn  injjrom otin'g it; and his majefty w ou’d have your exceU  

lencies endeavour to learn more fully the cardinal’s fentiments upon it, Und 

•whether he has any particular perfon in view  lor this purpofe.

T h e  king entirely approved the affurances which were given by the mi- 

nifters o f  all the allys, in your jo yn t confercncc to thofe o f  Spain, agreeable 

to what is prefcribed in your inftruflions; and aUb your propoling to them, 

that Spain fliould begin, without further lofs o f  time, lo attempt <he introduc- 

tioft o f  Spanifh garrifons, with the force agreed upon by the treaty ol Seville, 

to which his m ajeiiy would add, that it ihould be oH'erred to the confidcration 

o f  iheir court, whether it might not be proper for them to have, at Barcelona, 

a  number o f  their troops and tranfports in readinefs to be employed in fup- 

porting the introduftion, if  it fhould be oppofed. Y o u r excellencies j /̂ere 

very right in afluring the Spa’nilh minillers, that bis m ajefty’s quota, both o f  

fliips and troops, fliould be ready, whciicver they Oiall be demanded; and 

yo u  may lei them know, that two fhips o f the line o f  battle, will be forthwith 

fent to jo y n  the four men o f  war now in the Mediterranean, and that two bat^ 

talions o f  6 o o  men each (officers included) will be taken either from G ibral­

tar or Port M alioa.
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Period r v . Since the French are fo averfe to fend any o f  their troops to Italy by fea,

I7«7t0i730..^ more neceffary to fecure forthwith the king o f Sardinia in the ii>-

terc ft o f the allys; and therefore your excellencies will acquaint the cardinal

and the reft o f  the minifters, that his majefty Is o f  opinion, that the ^llys 

fhouM immediately take proper meafures for that purpofe; and you will learn 

the fenuments o f  the cardinal and the other minifters, in what manner it will 

be moft advifeable to apply to the king o f Sardinia, in order to induce him 

to take part with us.

T he divifion o f conquefts, will, according to his majefty’s fcheme o f a war, 

i f  it becomes neceffary, be a very.diftant profpeft. Y our excellencies will 

therefore endeavour to putt o ff for the prefent, any paifticular confideration 

on this head, but you will in general give the Spaniards to underftand, that 

whenever this happens to be the cafe, the firft ufe that ought to be made, o f 

any advantages the allys may obtain, is to fecure the execution o f  the treaty o f  

Sr.yille, and for the reft, the allys ought to have a proportionable fhare, and 

that England will expeft a reafbnable compenfation for the part we fhall bear 

in the expenfe o f  the war. A s to what was defired by the Diltch minifters, 

that the regiments fliou’d be fpecified which the king will fend to their aft^ftance, 

as his majefty’s quota upon the foot o f the defenfive alliance with them, in 

cafe they fliould "be attacked, your excellencies will acquaint them, that his ma­

jefty intends the Heflian troops for that fervice, if  there ftiould be occafi6n,and 

that his majefty will all'o have 8000 or lo .o o o  Englifti in readinefs to be fent 

wherever it may be moft ufefull for the fervice o f the common caufe. I have 

referred to the lords commiflioneFs o f the admiralty, by his majefty’ s order, 

that part o f your excellencies’ letter, which relates to the preventing o f dif- 

putes between the fquadrons, about precedency and ceremonial when they 

joyn , and particularly what had been agreed upon a like occafion in 1692, 

that covincills o f war ftiould be held on board one o f  the Dutch ftiips; and as 

loon as I have their report, you fliall know his majefty’s pleafure upon it. In the 

mean time, his majefty would be glad to know wliat rank the grand prior, who 

is propofcd to command the French fquadron, has, that his majefty may have 

an admiral o f egaal rank to command his fquadron.

A s to the affair o f  the guaranty o f  Berg and Juliers, about which fo much 

time, and fo many confederacies and letters to,and fro, have been employed, 

his majefty wifljes, that the French minifters would agree to the declaration, 

which 1 laft fent you, and to the inclofed fecret article, made conformable to

it; But if  you cannot prevail with them to let them ftand as they are, bis ma­
je fty
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je fty  wil! confent that the words, at the end o f  the declaration, excepted againft 

by M r. Chauvelin, v iz . aujfi bicn que cfluy du fecond^article ftparc et ftcrct, '■ - . '

may be omitted, rather than the negociation lhould*break off, and on condition *7
that^he F'rench do immediately fettle the plan o f  t>pcrations, and concurr in 

difpofing the princes o f the empire to confent, that the allys fhould m akeTuch 

motions as are neceffary for putting that plan in execution. , H owever, the king 

has not thought fitt to l.ett count BrogUo know, that his majefty will depart from 

thefe.worlds. It being probable, from the abbc Franguiny’s letters to the Garde 

des S9eaux, and the marquis de Santa C ru z, that the grand duke, in his owrj 

difpofition, is not fo averfe to the peaceabl« iiitrodutlion o f  Spanifli garrifons, 

and the fecuring o f  <Jon Carlos’ fuccefTion, being what is generally wiftj’d for 

by the people o f  Florence erf all ranks and degrees, his m ajeily would have
m

you offer it to the cardinal’s confideration, wliedicr it would not be right for 

the minifters o f  theallys at that court, to endeavour to prevail vv’ith the leuatou 

Montemagni, who is the only minifter o f  the great duke, that has acccis to hj^q, 

to dlfpofe his mafter to confent at once to the peaceable inu^odutiion, and to of­

fer that gendeman a handfbme prefent, to be made him by the allys, in order to 

engage him to do fo important a fervice, and which would be fo miich for the 

interefl, and fo agreeable to the inclinations o f his owrt coun try; taking care, 

however, that fpnator»Montemagny fliould not imagine, that die all)'s were 

the Icaft backward in procuring that introduction by force, if the grand duke 

fhould not confent to it.

T H E  E A R L  OF W ^ A L D E G R A V E  T O  H O K A C E  W A  I . P O L E  ,

Rejoices at the fuccefs in parliament.— Opinion prevalent, that the udminijlratim

would fa ll.

D E A R  S I R ,  V i e n n a ,  A p r i l  I z ,  1 7 5 0 .

J  Rei-'irn you a thoufand thanks for the honour o f  your letter o f the 13th Waldegrwe 

paft. It was very good in you to think o f  me, and to give up fo much o f  

your time in the explanation o f  fome matters, o f  which the ncwlpapcrs had Draught. 

brought me but an im perfefl account. H owever, all my intelltgencers *did 

you  a piece o f juftice, which you deny yourfelf, and I hope,,that as an old 

friend, I may without compliment or flattery, heartily congratulate you on the 

fhare you  have had in this glorious feffion o f  parliameijt, V hich  has proved, 

notwithflanding the joint efforts o f  the ill-intentioned, fo much to his majefty's- 

honour, and fo ample a juftification o f  the conduft o f his faithful! fcrvants.

Y o u
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Period IV. Y ou  may eafily imsigine, what Hotions this court was led into by their in- 

1730. jj. taken for granted, that the prefcnt miniftry would be but

fliort lived, and fomc h^re, were, I am very well affured, ^ood natured enough 

to me, to pretend to be forry for the fituation I was in, which was to involve me 

in my Jriends’ misfortunes. H owever, I have reafon to believe, that thefr late 

advic.es are very different from the former, and that they begin to find out, that 

their prefent friends in England, are not to be depended upon; and prince Eu­

gene told me laft night, that the court party had taken the upper hand, and 

carryed every thing before it. I am very much concerned at what y^u tell 

me o f  a friend o f our’s refolution. O n  all account, I wifli it was to be alter-^ 

ed, tho’ from the manner you write, it is hardly to be expe£led. I beg you 

will prefent my humble refpefts to fir R obert; and that you will believe me, 

that nobody can be with greater truth and refpeSt, than I am, dear fir, & c .
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L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF  W A L D E G R A V E .

Informs him that he -will not remain long at Vienna.— O f his own intention to 

refign.— And that lord Harrington will fucceed to the ojice o f fccrttary 

o fjla tt.

M V  L O R D ,  W h iie h illj  A p ril 1 1 — M a y  * , 173° -

I could not fpeak fo fully and openly in my other letter, I may 

in this acquaint your lordfliip in confidence, that the time o f your con- 

tinuing*’at Vienna, cannot but be very fhort. M r. W alpole is already here, 

Cejy. and will not return to Paris, unlefs it be barely upon a compliment, and to take 

leave o f  the French court. M r, Poyntz will very foon be recalled from 

thence, his majefty defigning to give him fome employment here at hom e: 

and as for my lord Harrington, he is, as I am perfuaded, intended to fuffceed 

tne in the polt o f fecretary o f ftate, which I fliall very foon have his majefty's 

leave to refign. A s I inform’d your lordfhip, when I laft had the pleafure o f  

feeing you, o f my refoludon to take this ftep, I have not fince thought it ne- 

ccffary to trouble you with any particulars concerning it. I (hall only take, 

the liberty to affure you, that I am fo fehfible o f their majefty’s great goodnefs 

to  me, upon this and all other occafions, that I fhall always to the utmoft 

o f  my power, contribute to fupport their intercft and fervice. I cannot in- 

Sorm your lordftiip, whom his raajefty intends for your fucceffor at Vienna, 

that beii^  not yet ^determined, and therefore ihall only add to this trouble,

» y



m y fjnccre congratulations upon this frcfti mark o f the king’s value and eftecm Period IV*

for you, together with the affurances o f my being alw ^s with, & c . 1737101731^

P. S. Your lordfhip will be pleafed to obferve the utmoft fccrecy with re- 1730. 

gard*to the contents o f this letter.

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OP  W A t D E O R A V B ' .

Efforts a>J oppofition, wholly defeated in parliament.— Lord Townjhtnd de­

termined to refgn.— Arrangements to he taken by fir  Robert Walpole, i» 

conjequence o j  that event.

M Y  L O R D , ' A p ril J i— M ay », n y t.

I ^ P O N  my return out o f'th e  country, where I had been for a few day^, I w»ldejfnv# 

mett with the melancholy news o f lady Waldegrave’s death, at which, 1 P»P*«>

beartily condole with your lordfhip.

This ftffion of parliament, is in a manner come to ^conclufion, and I thi«li 

I m^y fay to a glorious conclufion, for the interell o f hî  tnaje/ly, and the 

honour o f his minifters, for the boldnefs and violence o f the oppofition, where 

all the forces o f the ennemy from all quarters, were united and colic6ledj 

and all the artillery o f  falfehood and icandal, was flung in to tnffkc the cnnemyi 

army appear more formidable, made the vidory more compleai and dccifivc, 

as is ufual after great battles. Skirmifhes, that have happened fince the day 

o f Dunkirk, have ferved only to expofc »he weaknefs of the opponents, tho’ 

certainly intended to give the ennemys abroad, ccuragc and countenancc, and 
to make Richenbach, the PnifUan miniiler, and oiher toicipn, not to fay do- 

meftick fcriblers, write falfe and wonderfull accounts o f  the fpecches made 

againft the court. Though I cannot but think but your’s will by this time sjc- 

come fenlible, how vain their expctlations mutt have bcxn, and how fruitleU 

a n y  mea&ires muft be, that are grounded upon the hopes o f a party here, 

ftrong enough to fupport the imperiall court, in their oppafiuon to the engage­

ments of the treaty o f Seville. For the allys begin know to feel, that their 
moderation is no otherwife received by the imperiall minillers, than to gh in  

vim c, and to itmufe them, without any intention o f  an accommodation, as i f  the 

allys were not flrong enough, nor united well enough to concert and cxccutc 

a vigorous plan for fulfilling tl»e engagements with Spain.  ̂ 'But they w ill cer- 

taitily be dilappointed at Vienna in this empty notion, as much ^  they were in  

that o f the minillers being diflrefTcd in  England. I fliall not pretend to tell

your
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Periftd IV. your lordfhip, what p!an has been concerted at Paris, you will hear that from 

17^7^^730. hands; but certaf.n it is, that orders are given for feverall battalhona 

both here and in Ireland, to gett ready for an embarkatioin on the firft notice, 

which, together with what we have already in Gibraltar and Port MahonJ will 

make a confiderable quota on our part,

I h b ted  to you before the refolution o f a great man to retire: that is fixed 

and unalterable, as foon as the parliament is up, and as feverall places are 

vacant, fir Robert Walpole has been employed in feveral conferences wkh his 

‘fnajefty to fill them up, and upon his advice, the king has refolved, as I am 

told, to make lord Wilmington privy-feall, with a falary o f 3000/. per ann. 

and lord T revor prefident o f the council, with 4000/- per ann. T h e duke of 

Dorfett will goe lord lieutenant to Ireland, M r. Horace W alpole is to be 

made cofferer, and ’tis thought, that lord Harrington will be fecretary o f ftate, 

‘as foon as lord Townfhend has refigned. And it is believed, and not withoia 

iC d fo n , that your lordfhip wiH be named for ambafl'adour at Paris, as what will 

be agreable to y o u / Nobody is yett mentioned to fucceed you atV ien naj but 

it is not at all unlikely, but that M r. Robinfon may be fent"thither minifler 

plenipotentiary, as being perfeftly acquainted with the ftate o f  affairs in E u­

rope, untill fome other fhall be thought o f  to refide there, or untill the ftic- 

cefs o f the events o f this year, with regard to peace and war be feen. I f  your 

lordfhip has any objeftion to going to Paris, you will lett me know by the firfl 

opportunity, and 1 will mention it where it is proper; but I am told, that 

marfhall Berwick wifhed to have you in France, as what might be agreeable 

to you.

I had like to forgett to tell you, that in the lafl debate upon the flate o f the 

nation, in the houfe o f  lords; lord.Strafford moved that the HefTian troops 

were burthenfome and ufelefs; and it was carried in the negative, eighty 

againfl twenty. ,

This day the opponents moved in the houfe o f  commons (upon the rumour 

o f  troops being ordered to hold themfelves in readynefs} an addrefs to his 

majefty to lay the I'ecret article o f  the treaty o f  Seville before the parliament, 

and after a debate o f about an hour and hailf, it was carried in the negative, 

no’s 277, aye’s 75, and it plainly appeared by this debate, and by the com­

plexion of the houfe ,̂ that they will fupport his majefty in fulfilling his engage­

ments for the execution o f  the treaty o f  Seville. Y our’s mofl afFedion- 

ately, See.

T H E
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T H E  D U K E  OF  N E W C A S T L E  T O  L O R D  « A R R I > l G T O N .  Period IV .
'  1727101730.

King's predileHion for Hanover.— Difpofal o f 'employments.— Congratulates 

himjelj that he fliall have lord Harrington fo r  his colleague.-—Exprr//i;s 

a high fenfe o f the great obligations which they owe to f ir  Robert Wal-t 

pole.— Lord Tuxvnfhend tvill refign.— Sends him a liji o f the neiu^admini^

Jlration.

•  M Y  D E A R  L O R D , N cw ctnie Houfe, A pril 13— M sy 4, 1730.

J  Am perfwaded you do me thejuflice to think that my otlicr letter to yoti, Harrington 

makes me as happy as man can be in ‘the employment I now have. The 

prof|>e8 I have o f your afliltance and advice in the execution o f my office, Prtvait. 

and my dependtnce in every thing upon your friendfliip, giv» me more jo y  

than I am able to exprcfs. And as we all owe our happy lituation to fir 

Robert W alpole’s fricndftiip (not forgetting Horace) I hope you will forgive 

me (who have feen what I daily fee) if  I afTure )iou-, greater bbligation4.cTn- 

not be to aijy man, than you, my brother, and f, h^ve to him, tho’ it 

■would take up* too much of your time, to explain them all to you at prefcnt.

Sir Robert and Horace both write to you by this meflenger. . Pray write warm 

and afll’cftionate.letters to them both.

Lord Townfhend certainly goes out the laft day o f the feflions, which will 

be in lefs than a fortnight. He has already, as it were, taken his leave, and 

has the king’ s permiffion to refign the feals, when ibeparUamcnt rifes, I fliall 

not fay much upon this fubjefct. I have had two free conferences with 

king and queen. Hanover is lord Townlhend’s gcpijt merit, and wc haVe 

been all reprefented as wanting zeal, & c . I liave been forccd !o purge m y- 

felf, and have flung in a word or two for you, when proper. The king told 

me, his dependance for Hanover, muft now be upon you and I. I am per­

fwaded you will write fuch an anfwer to my letter, as will fhcw the king he 

may depend upon you. But I would lubmitt it to you, whether it may not 

be proper for you, to take this occalion o f writing a letter o f thanks to the 

king, with aflurances, jhat may comprehend all his majefly’s interefts; a*hd if 

you will feiid it to me, under a flying feal, I will advife with fir.Robert, whcdier 

it fhall be given to the king or not.

I fuppoie you will be preparing to come home; for.^flbon as lord Townl- 

V O L .  I I .  P ART  I I .  4  T hcnd
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Period IV. hend is out, I fhall want you here, and niuft have you. Lord’ W aldegrave'is 

already wrote to, to be in readinefs to come to Paris, upon the firft notice. 

Robinfon, we think, fhovrfd go to Vienna, but that is not fixed. Y our friend, 

Tom Pelham, is to be fecretary to the embaffy to lord W aldegrave; and we 

all wi/h, for reafons we will tell you hereafter, that you would continue Ulr. 

Wefton, youi; commiffioner. Tilfon, I conclude, you will not think o f  re- 

moVi'ng. I fend you enclofed, our fcheme o f employments. Y ou will take 

no notice o f  them to any body. Sure a better I'cheme never was made. 

L ord  Wilmington will, i f  rightly managed, be a great Itrength to us. G od 

blefs fir Robert, ’ tis all his doing; and lett us in return, refolve to make him 

as happy as we can, and have but one thought and one way, afting in every 

thing for the king’s fervice, which muft make us a happy, aT\d I think, a fuccefs- 

ful miniftry. D on’t mention the lift o f employments to any body but Poyntz. 

’Tis not quite fettled.

P . S. Sir R . has been fo taken Up this evening, that he beggs you would * 

exc'tife him till the next meflenger goes.

T H E  E A R L  OF  W A L D E G R A V E  T O  H O R A C E  W A L P O L E .

Uncertainty o f peace or war.

D E A R  S I R ,  Vienna, A p r il  » 6 , 17 3 0 .

Waldegrave obliging in continuing to inform me o f what paffes in En«
Papers. gjan^, 1 willi in return 1 cou’d fend you any thing from hence worth

your notice. Y ou  were rightly informed with relation to the fimple ftorys 

that were fent over; I am forry that poor Kinfky fhould have been fo mifled, 

he feemed to be quite otherwife difpofed when I parted from him laft at H a­

nover. W e  are here, according to all appearance, under a ftate o f uncertaiiyy j 

one day, nothing but peace, the next, war Is unavoidable. I don’t hear that 

any kind o f  preparation is making amongft the general officers for their equi­

pages, nor that any are appointed to command the great body o f  troops that 

are on their march for Italy; it is believed, that till its determined where 

prin2e Eugene is to command, the other general wil^not be named, that he 

may take with him, thofe he likes bell to have about him.
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H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  L O R D  H A R R I N G T O N  A N D  S.  P O Y N T Z .  PcriotHV.
* j  . I7»7toi7jo.

To preji> the attack on Sicily, as the mojl likdy method to J<4 ce the emperor '— rv——<>

l!) accede.— Order giv(n by the king to have'iroops in readinrf's fo r  fd^

'mtign fervice, alarms the imperial emhaJJ'ador.— Oppojition move fo r  the 

fecret articles o f the treaty o f Seville.— Lofe it by a great majority,— ^  

Difficulties about the double marriage with Prujfia.— dMrd Harrnigtoji io 

be made fecretary o f jlate, on the refignation o f lord Toxonfh'cnd,— L o ri 

Wilmington's cordial union with the minifler^ confounds oppojition.

M Y  L O R D ,  A N D  I^ ndon* A p r i i  2 )■— M ay 4 , 1730 ,

to the public affairs where you are, ycur cxcellencys will be fully in- Harringtoii 

formed by the cTuke o f  Newcaftle, o f his majcfty’s refolution to conform 

himfelfe in every refpefct to your laft difpatch, relating to the at*ack o f  Sic ily 5 

to concur with the French and Dutch miiiifters, in repreienting to the S[)anifh 

court, the difiiculty o f  a defcent upon Naples, as well as the prolpctt of luccel's 

for.fulfilling the engagements o f the treaty o f  Seville, by that o f S ic ily ; wTiTch 

in all probability, will bring Ihe emperor to hearken to the ^ropofitions, that may 

be fuggefted to him for an accommodation, or perhaps difpofe the Spanyards, 

i f  the emperor (hould be difficult or dilatory in hig.anfwec (which I own 1 
very much apprehend) to clofc with the propofal o f  the great duke, to receive 

don Carlos in perfon, and fettle his fucceflion, which, in my opinion, is the 

mofl defirable fchcme, if- it will fatisfye Spain. But in all events, it is very 

pofTible, that the great duke will not refill (notwilhllanding what the empe- 
rour’s threats have obliged him to declare) the introdiiftion o f the troops, 

when they arrive before Leghorn; and that even hisKjwn peopit. will be d id  

pofed to forward their admiffion, unlefs the emperour, beforehand, will ilrike 

fo bold'a flroak, as to make himfelf mafter^jf Tufcany.

In the mean time, while the intimation, which was given here by the king's 

orders, for regiments to be in readynefs, without declaring for %vhat fervice fal- 

tho’ founded upon the propofall o f 8000 men, as the king’ s quota) extreamly 

alarmed the opponents here, and the freinds to count Kinfki, to-fuch a degree, 

that they moved the houfe on Tuefday, for an addrefs to have the fecret ar­

ticles o f the treaty Seville, lay'd before them, but without any*fpirit or ftrcngth 

to fupport fuch an extraordinary propofition, as appeared^ in the debate, and 

in die divifion. The queftion paffed in the negative, by 197 againfl 75, and

4 T 2 indeed
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Period IV. indeed, the zeal was uhanimou{]y on the court’ s fide. It is 'fayd , that this 

motion ajofe from a concert with count Kinfky, who fcnt the night before, an 

exprefs to his court, wi l̂ .̂an account, that 8000 men were ordered for fo­

reign fervice; and he told his friends here, that upon the arrival o f his exprefs, 

he was furc the emperour would order his troops to march into Leghorn. "

A s to the court o f  Pruffia, you will have heard, that the affairs o f  the con- 

grefs, o f  “Brunfwick, are determined; but nothing is yett certain about the mar­

riages, the king o f Pruffia having infilled upon that o f the prince o f W ales 

with the princefs royal o f Pruffia; without taking notice o f  the other. tS ir 

Charles Hotham’s orders, on the other fide, are peremptory, not to confent to 

one marriage, without the other j bCit not to declare that openly, or dire81y 

to any perfon but Kniphaufen; and fir Charles has condu£ted himfelfe in fuch a 

manner, as to make the king o f  Pruffia ccHiclude, that his majelly expefts the 

double marriage, and at the fame time, has not refufed to confent to the fingle 

one o f the prince o f W ales. But he has been fo preffed to fpeak out, that he 

has.'-been obliged to difpatch.an expreffe for farther orders; intimating at the 

' fame time,as if  he had'it from undoubted hands, that-the king o f  Pruffia will like- 

wife confent to the marriage o f the prince royall to a princefs o f England, i f  the 

prince royall mig\it be made ftadthoulder, or regent o f Hanover, and the royall 

couple might goe to refide there. This propofition o f the prince royall o f 

Pruffia, being made ftathoulder o f Hanover, was entirely rejected by his ma- 

jefty, notwithftanding all his minifters were for it. In the mean time, before 

the courier was difpaicKed b a c k  a g a i n  to Berlin, Tetters from fir Charles H o- 

tham, brought an account that the king o f Pruffia might be contented, and the 

double marriage be made at the fanAe time, if the princefs, to be married to the 

prince royall o f Pruffia, might be made regent o f Hanover, to which his ma- 

jefty has confented, and the courrier is fent fome days fince, with that confgnt 

to Berlin. This I tell you in confidence, becaufe I don’t know whether the 

duke o f NcwcaiUf' will be able to obtain his majcfty’s leave, which he intends to 

afk this day, to inform you o f it, and I muft leave it your excellency to judge,, 

whether either o f you will, in coi\fidence, mention this important affair to thfc 

cardinal only, a s  an inltance o f his majefty’s readynefs to come to an entire 

accommodation with the king of Pruffia.

A s I Ihall not return to France, exccpt it is to lake my leave o f the court, 

his majelly is determined to fend my lord Waldegrave thither, but as it will

b e
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be 4ikewife neceJTary to have fome gerfon, that is perfetlly well apprifed Pfriod l\'. 

o f  the prefent ftate o f affairs at Vienna, before his lorcyiiip quius tliai place; 

it is likely that M r. Robinfon will have orders to goe tlyihcr, wim the charatler i^ ô. 

o f minifter plenipotentiary, but this laft is not yett determined. However,

I doA’t know how ’ tis poflTible to find out a perfon that is well enoui’h informed, 

or that can goe time enough to Vienna, which court mult not be left '?i'ithout 

a minifter at this jvinfture, to fupply lord Waldegrave’s pUce loj the {vcfeni; 

unlill things are entirely fettled, or entirely broken with the enipc’ roui, I f  

fome*orders be not fent immediately fiom the French court to ihciv emilfary 

at Dunkirk, to begin the demolifliing o f the works contrary to treaty, w» 

are informed, that the adverfe party will mention the affair agaui in the houfe, 

before all the bufinefe is over. Your excellencys know the*order was po- 

fitive, that the Fiench coraniiffary fliould not only make a report^ but fliould 

alfo demolifh the works, which he refufes to doc without farther orders: and 

Lafcelles w'rites this word every poll, the ennemys have al!oe their Ipys ar 

Dunkirk, that give them an account o f the progrgfs of this affair, and e?»n 

Brinfden has been there.

Lord Townfliend having declared to the king in form, that he will deliver 

up the feals the day the parliament is up, his maje(l)’ has refoived to make you, 

lord Harrington, fecretary o f /tate, but will not have it declared, untill the 

refignation o f lord Tow nlhend; upon which, your excellency, I prefume, will 

have fome particvilar notice, in confidence, frovn the duke o( Ncwcallle. T he 

acceffion o f lord Wilmington to the adtr.iniflraiion, elpecially in the manner 
it has been done by a perfefcl union and concert v/iih tliofe already employed, 

has furprifed and ftruck the ennernys more than any thing 'hat c:ould hypjien.

I hope the Dutch intend to furnifh their quota, upon the expedition for Italy, 

in troops, as well as the other powers; or elfe it may have an ill cfictt here.

I need not tell your excellency, M r. Poyntz, how much thole that will con­

tinue in the adminiftration are, and will continue to be your fincere ireinds 

and humble ff;rvants; tho’ indeed their majeftys’ inclination is fo llrong in your 

belialte, that joyned with your own merit, you will want nobody’s ailiftancc.

H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  E A R L  O F  W A L D E G R A V E .

Quits his emhajfy at Paris.— Lord Waldegrave to fucceed him.— Things xutar 

the. appearance of a Jpeedy accommodation.— Calm, and tranquillity in 

England,
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Period I V . LORD, London, Slay i—.ir ,  17301

fc ,,  ̂J  Am extreamly obliged to you, for the honour o f  your lordfliip’s letter o f the

Wal^egrave 26th paft, and for the noble prefent you intend me. A s  for Paris, it is uii-

Papers. I, lhall goe again; or at leaft, when I fhall goe, which to be

fure. will be only to take my leave, and therefore the belt way will be to addrefs 

any thing for me at Londoti.

B y  the lime you f lordfhip will receive this, you will have his majefty’s per- 

iniffion to leave Vienna, on account o f  particular affairs, but I believe your

finall fettlement will end in being em^lTadour at Paris. I will keep my fioufe

for you, untill I can hear from y o u ; there will be a great many, but ufefull 

things relating to furniture, at your fervice: whether you will want a good 

chariott and a coach,- not much the worfe for wearing,' I can't tell, but Vill, 

cxpeft y o u r ‘■-ommands, as well as for every elfe in my power, that may be for 

your fervice.

T h e unanimity and vigour o f the meafures o f the allys, to fulfill their en­

gagements o f  the treaty of.vSeville, at the fame time that they are willing to. doe 

every thing that is Peafcfnable for peace, will, I hope, bring matters foon to a 

determination one way or another. I never faw fo great a calm as there is at 

prefent, after fa  great a ftorra that threatened once in parliament: nor was 

there ever, I believe, a greater fatisfaftion in all parts of,the nation, as there is 

now in favour o f  the adminiftration.

T H E  D U K E  O K  N E W C A S T L E  T O  L O R D  H A R R I N G T O N .

S ir  Robert Walpole’s JritndJhip fo r  him.

Harrington (W hitehall, M ay 2— 13, 1730,) I Had the honor o f your private letter, 

which has given us all the greateft fatisfaftion imaginable. I never faw fir Rdliert 

more plcafed in my life, he promifed to write to you by this meffenger, but I 

find has forgot it. H e is moft fincerely your friend and fervant. T he king 

and queen are both extreamly pleafed with your private letter fending over 

the key. I long to have you amongft us. I hope, in a few days, we ftiall 

fend for you. Harry is much your fervant.
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H O R A C E  W A L P O L E  T O  T H E  P L E N I P O T E N T I A R I E S .  P erio d  I V .

i 7»7ioi73<C
Lord Toianjhcni refigm the feaU.

G E N T L E M E N , U „ a o „ .  i 7 _ j,R, ,7 ^ 0 .

J  Ani juft now return’d from my eleaion at Yarmouth, ;ind aj I find his «ia- Harrington 

jefty will expert that I fhould fett out very foon for Paris, 1 fend this mcf- 

fenger privately, to defirc that M r. Charters may come a’way foril),\vir1i with 

my*chaife,to Calais, where I hope to be on Saturday next, or the Monday fol­

lowing at farthefl; and as the duke o f Newcaflle will difpatch a mefTctiger to 

you, to-morrow, with an anfwcr to your lafl letters, I /hall only acquaint your’ 

excellency?, that lord Townfhend lefign’d the feals on F>yday, and I mett him 

on the road to Norfollc, yettqrday. You will learn tlie reft from iiis grace.

T H E  D U K E  O F  N E W C A S T L E  T O  L O R D  H A R R I N G T O N .

On the refignation o f lord Town/hend.— Informs lord Harrington o f his 

pointment to the o jiu  o f fecretary of fiatK

M y  L O R D ,  Whftehali, M a y  19— ^0,

J  H ave the king’s corrimands to acquaint your excellency, tiiat my lord Harringtow 
Townfhend having obtained his majefly's pcrmiflion to givji up the leals o f Paper#. 

fecretary o f ftate, which he accordingly did lalt Friday, his majefty intends, 

at your return, to honour you wi h them. But as Mr. Walpole is, in a few 

days, to go back to Paris, the king would h-»ve you contumc there till his ex­

cellency comes, that â  he will be able to explain to you and M r. Poyntz, in 

the cleareft and moft particular manner, his majdly's feniiincni:; nnd inteiuions} 

and you two will beft apprize him o f what has been doing at the court o f 

France, fincg he left it, and of the prefent difpofitions there, your txccllency 

0iay, by your having all conferred together, be tlie better enabled at your re­

turn, to give his majefty your opinion, concerning the important aflairs now 

depending at ihat court. But his majefty would have your excellency ^re- 

jpaifc yourfelf to come away as foon as poffiblc, after Mr. W alpole’s ar­

rival at Paris. In the mean time, I fhaH, by this day’s poll, notify to hi.$ nta- 

jefty ’.? minifters in the f*veral courts in the northern departracm, your tru 

tended promotion, with his majefly’s orders to direft their difpatches to me,

’till your excellency’s arrival.

. Give. m« leave to wifh your excellency joy  o f fo diftinguiftWng a mark o f

iTie
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Period IV. the king’s favour and confidence, and'to affure you, o f thcTatisfaftion t l f a t  I 

t /hnvp in the i^opes o fy o u r advice and afliftance, in that fhare o f his m a j c f t y ’s
fervice, with which I hsve^the honour to be entrufted.

T H E  D U K E  OF N E W C A S T L E  T O  L O R D  H A R R I N G T O N ;

GenercLl Jlate o f affairs, and dijpofitions o f individuals.—-Rejoices at the r<r-

fignation o f lord Townfkend.

M Y  D E A R  L O R D ,  C la re m o n t, M a y  1 5 — Jun e 17 3 8 .

Harrington * " Y O U  may eafily imagine, that I am extreamly impatient for your return to 

u s : not only tĥ ^̂  I really want your aHiftance, but that I long to fee 

Private, tĵ t̂ compleat^d, which I have fo long wifhed. T he only reafon that you was 

Copy. not fent for att firft, was, that it was thought Poyntz would be uneafy to be 

left alone, and that Horace (who has been detained neceflarily, to take the

• As cofferer, oaths * at the term) might have ati opportunity o f difcourfing fully with yovi, 

wliich indeed, I myfelf, think will be o f fervice. You will find every |hing 

here, as you can'W ifhf and I already perceive the advantage o f  having loft a 

bad brother, and (hall, I am perfwaded, foon find that o f  having a good one 

to the greateft degree Jmaginable, The foreign minifters (who have been all 

courted by lord Townfliend, to gett them inte the views and meafures, in op- 

pofition to other people) muft be gained by us. Chamorel will a6l an honell 

part; and I wifli you could get an honeft man in the room o f Broglio, for it is 

impoffible to do any thing with him.

M y dear friend, you muft now confider yourfelf in a quite diS'erent light 

from what you have ever been. W e  muft now greatly depend upon you, for 

direding us (and we cannot have a better guide) and as we fhall be jointly re- 

fponfible for every thing, we cannot be too earneft for the fu cc e t o f oi r̂ af­

fairs. W e  arc all here full o f  doubts, though lord Townlhend, upon parting, 

faid, all was as good as done, if  we we did not fpoil it. W ith what view, he 

faid it, ‘one may eafily guefs: for God fake, bring either peace or war with 

you. For neither will lay us under the greateft difficulties imaginable.^ 

Sir Robert is pure gay, and does like an angel; M r. Cofferer, the fame, 

whom you wSl foon fee. M y beft refpefts to honeft Poyntz, and believe 

me, & c.

P. S, The paymafter is much your's. I wifh.you would fend an order to 

take lord To\tnfhend*s houfe in Cleaveland court, for your houfe muft be our

rende-
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rendezvous. /  have ventured to make M r. TUfon very happy, 

you vill have ufe o f him. Poor W efton is very daubtful ib o u t his ow n! 
fate.

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.
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T H E  E A R L  OF W A L D E G R A V E  T O  H O R A C E  W A L P O L E . ,

Dravgit,

Exprejfes his obligations to him and f i r  Robert Wglpole.

DEAR SIR, M j y i i ,  1750#*

J Have* received the honour o f your’s o f  the 21ft paft, and mufl repeat my W»ldegr>ve 

thanks for the account you are fo good as to lend o f your parliamentary 

ptoceedings, and my congratulations on the profperous (ituation his majefty’s Privmu, 

affairs arc in, both at home and abroad.

T h e news you fend me relating to myfelf, is certamly very agreeable on fe- 

veral accounts, which I don’t mention here, fince I fee that thc’ Vnatter is to 

•be kept private till further orders, but you can, I fancy, guefs at mod (jf 

them. I had by the laft port, notice given me o f this, by my lord dujj^e^of 

N e w c^ le , his grace informs me, how much you'and fii;^Robert have contri* 

buted to it. As this is not the firft mark o f  either o f your fricndftiips to me; 

and that I have often affured you both o f the gratefull fence I (hall ever re­

tain for all your favours, I will not enter into rcpetitiort o f compliments; how­

ever, I beg you will* affure fir Robert from me, that noKody can be more 

fenfible, than I am, of his kindnefs on this occafion. I wifh you much jo y  

on the poft you are defigned for, which I take for granted, is o f your own 

choofing. Poor Burnaby is a good deal difappoint«d in his cxpeflations, 

by a propofal the duke o f Newcaftle has made to me, about his kinfman, M r.

Thomas Pelham. I hope his grace will, upon occafion, make Burnaby fome 

amends. H e has it fo often in his power to do fuch things, that I hope he 

ill do fomething for hinuw

T r i E  E A R L  OF  W A L D E G R A V E  T O  T H E  E A R L  OF C H E S T E R F I E i , D .

Exprejfes his obligation to lord TownJJund.

M V DEAR LORD, Vienna, M»y tj, >7J0.

T Have received your moft obliging letter o f the 24th paft*, O . S. and am Waldegm« 

very fenfible o f your friendfhip, in the fhare you take, in any thing that is 

fo much to my fatisfaftion, on leveral accounts, moft o f them too obvious to Dftwgh. 

’trouble you with here. You have obliged me cxtreamly in Vhat you tell me 

VC'L. II. PART II. 4 about



?erio4 iy» lord Townfliend, be  did not fay ^he teaft word o f  himtelf, and m fiia 

letter, lie rathCs'' difclained the racrit o f  it, than otherwiCe; tho’ I was at the 

fame time fatisfied, it was ?n a great meafure owing to him. I Ihould have 

been very glad to have been able to do what you defire for young Dayrolles, 

with whom I am very well fatisfied, but I was before engaged by the duke o f  

'Newcaftle for hi,s kinfman, who has ferved fome time o f late in the fame poft, 

but o f this, I deftre ^ou will take no notice till you hear it from others, for 1 
was recommended fecrecy.

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  M .  D E  B O U S S E T .

On his rejignation.

M ONSIEUR, Whitehall, M#y t l ,  1730.

Townfliend 'J 'O U T E S  les fois que j*ay ete k Hanover j ’ay reconnu en V . E . une ami- 

tie fi ouverte et fi fincere a mbn egard, que je  ne f^aurois me difpenfer de 

Prewght, vou^'faire part de la refolution que je  vais mettre en execution pour me retirer 

des affaires Pans manq’uer au refpeft que je  vous dois, et a la cpnfiance, qui a 

et6 etablie entre nous. l!a  longue et penible maladie que j ’ay eu il y a pref- 

que quatre ans, m’a telle^nent affoiblie la conftitution du corps, que j ’en ay ref- 

fenti de terns en ,tems depuis les terribles feceuffes. Cette diminution des 

forces m’ ayant rendu moins capable de fofitenir le grand faix des affaires; 

j ’ay etc oblige de fonger a la retraite. E t en ayant demande la permiffion au 

roy, fa majefte a eu la borne dc me I’ accorder de la maniere la plus gracieufe 

du monde. Ainfy d ’abord que les feances du parlement feront finies je  me 

demettrai de nia charge, et me retirerai a ma campagne, pour foigner ma fant6, 

et jouir un peu de repos aprcs les grandes fatigues que j*ay efl'uyees.

V . E . entendra peut etre quelques autres raifons de ma demiCRons raais mes 

frequentes indiljpofitions m ’en ont infpiree la premiere penf6e. Gependant 

j ’avouerai a V . E . quc quelques degout que j ’ay eus par rapport au chevalier 

W alpole ont beaucoup fonifie cette refolution.

J ’ay pourtant le plaifir de voir que ma retraite ne changera rien aux affaires 

publiques, puifqu’il n’y a pas le moindre doute que meffieurs les freres W al­

pole ne pourfuivfent fermement les mSmes principes et les memes mefures qui 

ont etc fuivies jufqu’il cette heure. J ’efpere que V . E . ne d€iapprouvera 

pas une refolution qui raene v6tre bon et fidele ami k quelque d6laffement de 

corps et d’efprit iipres les longues travaux d’ un employ trop oooreux pour un

vale-
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vaAetudinaire. • Je me rejouirai toujcgirs de fouvenir de ndtrc atnfdi, et en Periodic* 

toiite fituation ou je  me trouverai je  ferai ravi d ’avoirjsncorc ^esi.occafioQtde 

marquer le refpeS, et la finccrite avec lefquels je  fgiA & c . (>3or* i

L O R D  T O W N S H E N D  T O  M . .  8 T E I N .

On his r^gnation.

MONSIEUR, WhltehtJl, M»y s— i«, 17JO.

Y  *dtitq-gt que depuis que j ’ay I’honneur de vous connoltre, vous m’avez palll TownJhend- 

prendre a tout ce qui me regarde, m'cngage  ̂ vous communiquer la r«- ,

fulution que j ’ay prife de me retirer des afFaires-d’abDrd quc le parlemcnt fe Drmgk. 

fcparera, II y a qaelque lems que ma fante, qui, depuis ma’grande maladJc, 

n’a etc gueres affermie, m'a fait fongcr  ̂ la retraite ef a me fouflratre aux fa­

tigues d ’un employ qui ne convient nullement a un valetudinaire. Je vous 

’ avoue que-la froideur qui eft furvenuc depuis entrc It chevalier W alpole ct 

moy a contribue i  me determiner fur le parti qua j e  vais prendre. . Cepcsidant 

vous devez fitre perfuad^ que je  ne me ferois jamais rpfofu it quitter le fervice, 

fi je  n’etois bi’en four que mon eloignement ne caulbra aucun cbangemcht id  

par rapport aux a(fain:s generates. Je dois rendre cette jufticc a Mcffm.

W alpole qu’ ils font entierement difpoies i  s’en tenir aux pHncipes quc nous 

avons fuivis jufqu’Ji prefent, et je  fuis convaincu que les allies du ro.y n’auront 

jamais fujet de fe plaindrc de leur conduite. S. M , m’a accordc fa permif- 

fion de me retire/ de la maniere la plus obligeante du monde, et I’a accom- 

pagnee des temoignages les plus graticux de ft bonte jjijur moy. J ’ay pris la 

liberte de I’affurer que je  ferois toujourif pret a fgurnir les t-clairciircmems 

dont il me jugeroit capable par raport k fes affaires. Comme jp B’ay ria i de 

ca^he pouj vous, j ’ay crd devoir vous faire ce detail; je  vous pric pourtani 

de ne le communiquer a qui que ce foit.

L 0 R 1> T O W N S H E N D  T O  M .  S L I N G E L A N D T ,  P E N S I O N A R Y ' O F *

H O L L A N D .

Annoufues his rejignation.

I ^ O N S I E U R , apres tant de marques quc nous nous fommcs donnes d'une TowiiAen<t 

confiance reciproque dans le cours d ’ une fi longue amitie, V . E . aura ?»?*«•«. 

•lieu d'fitre furprife que vous aimant et vous honorant comme je  fais, je  ne drwibt,

4 u 2 vous



Period rv . vous aye' pas communiqufi plut6t la refolutiofn que j ’ay prife.depuis quelq*ac 
1787101730. j g  pjg rejirer des^affaires auffitdt que la feance du parlement fera finie.

Mais j ’efpere gt'e V . E., voudra bieii ajouter foy aux aflurances que je  lily  ay 

donne que les fentiments favorables qu’elle a toiijours temoignes a mon egard, 

et la crainte d’efTuyer des reproches qu’ une pareille ouverture pourroit m^at- 

jirer  d ’un ami fi partial envers moy ont etc les feules raifons qui m’ ont em- 

peche jy fq u ’icy de Jui faire part die mon defrein, M a fantc qui depuis tna 

grande raaFadie, n’a jamais ete parfaitement retablie, m'a infpire depuis long- 

ttms le defir d’ etre difpenfe des fatigues du miniftreet de paffer le reftt <ie 

rees jours en repos; et je  ne dois point vous celer que j ’ay ete fortifie dans 

cette inclination par la mefintelligence qui eft enfuite I'urvenuc enire le che­

valier W alpole et moy.

Cependant vous pouvez compter que ma retraitft ne caufera aucun change- 

ment icy a I’ egard des alFaires generales, et que je  ne roe ferois jamais de­

termine  ̂ quitter le fervice dans cette conjonfture, fj je  n’etois abfolumerit 

coBV'.incu que Meffrs. Walpole font auffi difpofes, qu’on le peut fouhaiter, ik 

obferver fans varij.tii'jn ,l,es principes que nous avons fuivis ju fqu ’a preient. 

S. M . a eu la bonte de rti’accorder fa permiflion de me retirer de la maniere 

la plus obligeante du monde, et a accepte tres gratieufement les affurances que 

j ’ay pris la liberte de luy donner, que nonobft^nt mon eloignement des af­

faires, je  ferois toujours prct de fournir tous les eclaircifiemens dont je  ferois 

capable, toutes les fois qu’clle les jugeroit neceffairc pour fon fervice. 

J ’efpere qu’apres ce que je  viens de vous dire, vous ne cfefapprouveres pas 

entierement la relblutfon que j ’aye prife qui eft tres neceffaire pour la con- 

fervation de ma fantc et ne pourrk avoir aucune mauvaife fuite a I’egard du 

public. Cependant je  vous prie que ce detail ne foit que pour vous et mon- 

fieur le greffier.

P E N S I O N A P Y  S L I N G E L A N D T  T O  L O R D  T O W N S H E N D .

In reply.

M y  LORD, A  1» Hayc, le z; de Mai, 1730.

T<5wn(hend J L  eft de la k ty c  par laquelle il a plu k v6tre excellence de me communi-

Pipers. qygr ]a refolution, qu’elle a prife de fe retirer des affaires, comme il eft

des grands coups, qui quoique prevus, ne laiffent pas d’etourdir, lorfqu’ils 

foni frappez. J ’en fens, mylord, toutes les fuites, cten  particulier ce que je

vous
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.peiMs par v6tre,retraite. Cependant,* apres avoir confidcrc les raifoiis qne Period IV. 

voiis avez «u la bonte de me cominuniqiicr en ariii, jc fu is  fi ^f>igpc de hla- 

mcr Ic parti que votre excellcncc apris, quc tout tontraireje  I’adinire, et 1730. 

qut je  ferois tr^  porte  ̂ imiter votre exemple, fi dcs performcs pour Iclqucl- 

les ĵ ’ai avec raifon beaacoup de dcicrancc, ne m’ en detouriioicnt, pat la con- 

fidcration que. quelque peu utile que je  fois dans mon’,pol>e, je  ne puis Ic 

quitter pour le prcfent fans prcjudicc du pays, que jc  iers.

Je prie le bon. dieu, qu’aprcs avoir facrific vos plus beaux jours,au fervic»- 

du pjiblique vous puiffiez long terns jouir dans une parfaiie fanu-, ct dans iinq 

lieureufc tranquilite, du contentement de voir que les affaires dc v6tre patne, 

et dt toute i'Europe n’aillent pas moins birn que pendant quVlles out pafl« 

par vos mains, et que yos amis n’ayent jamais lieu de vous regrcttcr. Et com- 

me tant que je  vivrai, je  penferai avec un plaifu' extreme i  un*ami tel quc 

vous; je  vous [iipplie, mylord, de Tongcr quelques fois dans votre heurcufe 

fett'aite, que'rien ne diminuera jamais le moins du monde la vivacitc des fcn- 

timens d ’une veritable, et tres parfaite eftime, et veneration, que j ’ay cu pour 

vous depuis l^^tems que mon bonheur m’a concil^? votre coii/uiilfancd ct 

votre amitie, et qui fe font fortifiez, et augnientez, a mefurc qua les affaires 

nous ont fourni les octafions dd nous entretcnir latH de ftouche que par 

ecrit.

T H O M A , S  T O W N S U F . N D  T O  S T E P H E N  P O Y N T Z .

Announcei the death o f lord Towfi/hend.

D E A R  S I R ,  K s y n j.^ w , ]uacxx,  1 :3 8 .

J  Believe nobody will be more concern’d than you, at the terrible ralamity Sydney

wfcich ha# befallen our family by the lofs of my father, who dy’d laft nighi Paper*

o f an apopleflic fit. He had been very chearful all the evening, and retit’d ^

to his dudy, when we went to fupper, in perfeft health to all appearancc,»Wit* 

in about half an hour rung his bell, and was dead before any body could reach 

,him . The affliQion and mifery which this fad accidcnt has occafioned hcfc, 

is not to be exprefled. 1 hope all your family is well.
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T O W N S H E N D .

Coridoles m tkh im  on the death o f lord Townpiend.

DEAR SIR ,' CamWdge, June *5, 1738.

F  gives me a very fenfible concern, to be called fo unexpeftedly to the me­

lancholy tafk o f condoling with you on the death o f  lord Tow nfhendj for 

Befides the fliar^ which I lhall always bear in every inftance o f grief, which 

Cfan poflibly reach you, I have in this a part o f my own, and find m yfejf pe­

culiarly afFefled by the lofs o f a great man, wlu> did me the honour o f  inviting 

me to his friendlhip, and by the authority o f his good opinion, help’d to allay 

thofe prejudices which were unjuftly conceiv’d againft me. A s I had been 

pleafrng myfelf with the thoughts o f fpending fome agreeable days this fummer, 

■jln his lordfhip’ s converfation, fo I am now touched with a kind o f  remorfe, 

and- condemn m yfelf as it^were o f  a fin for having never taken the oppor- 

ttmity o f  teftifying myrduty and gratitude fur the marks which he had given 

me o f  his favour. But Inftead o f  adminiftering comfort to you, which was my 

defign at fetting down, I am /hewing only that I want it myfelf; yet were I 

never fo much at eafe on the occafion, I fhould fpare myfelf that trouble, when 

I refleft that I am writing to one whofe good fenfe and knowledge o f  the world 

both ancient and modern, can never fuffer him to afflid himlelf beyond what 

is natural, for any accident which cannot be retrieved. It is  mipoffible indeed 
that the fvvdden death o f  a kind and worthy parent, ftiould not be greatly 

(hocking to one o f your afFe£tionate temper; yet that very circumftance o f  

its being fedden, which generally adds weight to the firft aflaults o f  grief, 

feems to have fomething in it, upon recolle6lion, which tends rather to ailleviate 

it. For it was the common wifti, we know, o f  the wife and great id all ages, 

to fall as his lordihip did, by the firft ftroke as it were of the executioner, with-- 

out paffing through the lingring tortures o f  a fick bed, or living to fully the 

luftre o f a noble charaQer, and finking by a kind o f  metempfychofis even i>e- 

fofe death from the man into the animal.

This,was ' ' -d Townfherid’s cafe. H e had borne a principal part in the 

public coun' ' o f  the nation, with the glorious chara£l;er o f  being the patron

T he cekbrated author o f  the Life o f  Cicero.



o f  its l% ws and liberties* till fatiated vyith honours, and tired with t h e  h u r r y  of Period  IV . 
affairs, he withdrew'hitnfelf to the libera!*ufc and enjoyment o f hyj private 

fortunes, where he gave a  fhining jj îttern to the nobility, of a vir^yous hofpi- 1730. 
table (plendid life, and having left a  numerous iffuc lonTie propagation-of his 

name, and the imitation o f his virtues, was removed without la’fting pain or 

ficknefs,*to that fupcrior happinefs, which is deftined to the frjends and btsne- 

£i8ors o f mankind. So that if  a  lubjefl; of.the hrft eminerKc, were lcf| tô  

carve his fortunes by his Jinxes, I  do not know what he could wifh'morc 

happy or mcfre honorable than the lift- aiid death of lord TownHicnd.* T h i s  
is the reffeftion which people will naturally make on his lordihip’.s death, I 
wifh fhat it could help to relieve any part o f that grief, w h ic h  you now feel for 

it; but beg o f you at leaft t o  take it a j  it is meant, for a tetUmony<of that h o - '  
nor and refpetl, which I  Bear to you and your family, which y o u r  i^vojjs h a v e  
given y o u  a  right always t o  cxpefl. from, & c .
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