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THE London Manuvracrurers of Gongowner having been
grofily and unjuftifiably attacked, in a priated Report from a
Commirree of Warenouses of the East Invia Comrany, in
terms which tend to injure their charatters, both as manufaurers
and merchants; they humbly prefume to requelt the indulgence
of your Lardthips to a plin, but duet, refuration of every
charge which the Company have thought proper to bring
againft them,

The Report is ftated to arife ** in confequence of 3 Memo-
@ ria] prefented to your Lordfhips by the ManvracTurzas of
«« Guupowper, and other commedities made fi e
Wpereas the fact is, and 1t is worthy of remark, t itha
ftanding otber Dealers in Saltpetre, by Memorial, July 16, 1792,
petitioned your Lordfhips, the Manufalturers of Gunpowder
alone, are the feeming objefts of the indignation of the Easr
Innsa Company.

The apparent reafon of this unwarrantable attack upon the
privete comcerns, and the public charaller of the MANUFACTURERS
of GuwpowpeR, appears to be, becaufe they have with great
fubmiflion, prefumed, from time to time, to ftate to your Lord-

A fhips,



k% 3

fhips the peculiar érievagces they have 'be? forced to fibmit
to, in confequence 1{ the improper csxzx- of the Companv's
monopolizing power in the article of - ; and your Lord-
thips having, in your wifdom and difcernment, grounded on the
beft fources of information, thought proper to recommend the
bufinels in queftion to the conﬁdc!:uﬁm of Parliament,

Therefore the refentment of tig Comrany is now directed-
againft the ManurafTURERS of Gunrowper, while the wuoLs
LicistaTure is indfre@ly charged with becoming acceflaries te
their mifcondu@®, fipm  having paffed an A&, 23 the Kcport
ftates, “ Laying rcﬂqéﬁons injurious both to the Company and
« the Public, and tending only to the private advantage of
¢ —from ten to twenty individuals.”—Thefe are their own in-
genuous words.

How far the individuals, thus wrongfully charged, ever had
the cBrontery to diftase a line of conduét to your Lordfhips—
how much they were concerned in framing, or even knowing
the Acr in-queftion, till it was brought into the House of Com-
mows, and what weight they could poflibly have in influencing
the deliberations «of that Houfe—they fubmiit to the knowlaige
and lkm of your Lordfhips. _

It 1s“lasther afferted, in the printed RyporT, that the Mavu-
racTurgRs are diffatisfied with that Act of ParziaMenT; which,
the RxporT fays, was palled * for their private advantage,” and
where the ingratitude, thus ftaved, moft be moft ungrateful in-
deed. But the truth is, that fo far from being diffatisfied with
the AcT, they entertain 2 proper, and a juft fenfe of your Lord-
fhips’ attention, and of the relief which the Legiflature has en-
.@eavoured to afford them.

Their



Their diffars from the inte ©Of the Lrols~
mroze being ated ever fince thay Act was pafled, as
will appear by the nt; buc it- may pro-

ceed, 25 the Company- y * from the unfettied f(tate of
affuirs in Europe,” or, what is more probable, fom the neglect
of the Company in not providing themfelves with a fufficient
quantity of Salipere—the MAivracTurirs do not pretend to
decide,

The obfervations which firk follow, andiwhith they refpecte
folly fubmit to your Lorthips, chiefly confinf themfelves to

THE ARTICLE OF SA'LTPETRE,

The Company would gladly irnprefs the Public with an ides, .
that felling the article on the terms intended by the Aer would
be a lofs co them. The various caltulations in your Lord(hips’
pofiefian, the Manufaturers wruft, arei a politive proof to the
contrary. Yet notwithftanding this wilh, and as if to put an im-
mediate negative on their own ftatement, feveral of the Dirze-
Tors have, at different times, declared, it would be a wifr mea~
wre “ to make London the grand depot-for S % and t»

& which proper purpofe, they affured the CorX: that
inftroétions had a&ually been fent to the Fa&ors in Cascorra
o put five thoufand bags on board.each fip in lieu of three theu-
fand, the ufual quantity: and then, the refult of this affurance,
and this order, is fomewhat curious——the only fhips, viz. the
Ganoss, the Evrora, and Ginezar GoDDARD, arrived from
Bemgal this feafon, [ubfituie Sugar, and come bome withont any
Saispetre st all ]

The Report then ftates boldly and fhort—** that whether the
“ price of Saltpefre be 80/ or 31/. per tone=the real confump-

Aa “ tign
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« cion by the Malers of Gunpomder Wil o i s e
To avoid trouble) the " plealantelk co
DizecTors ¢ 5 who, in
kindly take pins to prove by figures, hoy much they are mif-
taken. For it is to be moted, that the 'firt reducion in she
price of Powder wok place in the year 1783, and the quantity
exported in that year is in thk proportion of three to one.
From that period thf increafed export is progreffive, and in the
years 1789 and 17jje, when the prices were at the Joweft, that
fame wnforiumaie ARpendix proves, that the cxportation was far
greater” than in anyd récited in that account. What the ex-
portation may be incréafed to, when the perre can be bought at
thirty-one fhillings per hundred (sbe manife/t intention of the Le-
giflarure) the confurners have not yer had the opporeunity ef mry.
ing. Why they' have bad no fuch opportunity is—that the
quantity put up hie bees o fmadl, that the number of bidders
have upheld the prioe <o the great injury of the Manvfalturers
snd the Pulslic, who ‘havé by thefe mmeams, a5 the Report fhares,
** pever been able to pasticipate in the advantages they had
 yeafon to expeifrom the hoped-for reduétion m the price of
«“ Sq sofor sithoygh the duty paid by the Comrany,
""‘"x" s, od. per cwt. was reduced to 34, only, in Sep-
eniber, 1791, in-confequence of the -Confumers’ application, yet
frem the uahappy Appendis, No. 3, it appears, that notwith-
Awitling ' Retre was put up on the fisfk of Scprember, 1791, and a
each Tucoseding fale, st thirey .one fhillings, a8 coropelied by Pax-
stament; the Company, from & larger guantity not bewg puc
up, alone received she bemefit,
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- ThE P’ e 1= vom Appendfe, No, 3.

17g1. September Sal Avefage of the Sale

? i received by the Cofnpany,
‘putupmt - L3 %9

1792,  March,
putfuop - 3t 2 1t 6
September,
putup - 31 3.9 %G

The Mawvsacrursrs fec with pleafure frorh the Cosemrrran’s
Repory, © thar Saltpetre is very abundant/and very cheap at
“ Bengsl, indeed in no other part of the world fo cheap.” This,
1t might be imagined, would leflen the Company's fears of lgfing

~dggbe commodaty. And again they add, * but whatever eftablith-
“ ment the mulitary governments of Europe have hitherto made,
“ to procure a fupply, the demand in time of war exceeding
“ geseral calculation, the military governments have conftantly
““ been under the neceflity of having recodrle o the powers in amity
“ with them=—particularly she Duech.”

T he anfwer on the part of the Manufactuwen is this : Altheugh

wis Majasty’s Minifiers in time of war, very properd jbic the
\&puru\ﬂmof(}unpowder. Saltpetre, &c. &c. yet wir~ju§

to what purpoie they are to be applied, they grant ilion for
fo doing. Befides, wll very larely, GraaT Barrain has been in
profound peace, while nmay other powers on the Continent were
cagaged.in war, and were {upphed lrpely from Great Britain,
noswighftanding the Repost fases, ¢ ic was merely accidental and
** net worth netice,”

The
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mMmm;Esms arc indeed redly to allow, that 4h® fupe

ply of foreign mirkets has been
would have been,dbad the Act o LiaseNT operated with iss
full efflect. But a-reference to

« all Exportatian whatever, W
they prefume, does away the in
Commirrer, * thag the Manufaétbrers have a different objett in .
* view, than that ¢f 2 fair compenion with foreigners.”

The afperfion, ‘§that the African (hips proceed 1o partson the
Continent for the phrpofe of avoiding the enprmens prices exafied
from them at homs,” will, they flatter themfelves, appear an
unjultifiable calumny, when it is known, there are feveral large
and extenfive Powder-Mills, at or near LiverrooL, BrisTQy
Kexnarn in Weftmoreland, aml other places rotally unconneted
with, and indeed in complete rivalfhip with the Lonpon Maxvu-
racTuaErs; and which are employed from their. fituanon in {fup-~
plying the African markels, and having little or no other bufirefs,
would certainly vend their commodities on the molt moderate
terms, rather than ftand idle, and fee their trade tranfporzed to
HovLanp.

T 18, the prices of Saltpetre at.the Company's fales have
been fo ewormeus (an epithet which perfetly becomes ther  ufe)
and bave fo little correfpomded with the information obtained from ather
quarters, that while the Durcr Marufallurers were purchafing the
raw materials in their own Country a¢ 25s. to 3§s. per cwt. under
the Compary's prices, it has been witerly impoflible for the, Britifh
Powder-Maker 10 vend his article upon equal terans.

The Report of the Commirree of Warenouses, which with cu-
rious fophiftry fometimes inclines to arguc on both fides of the quei-

tion,
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fhare of ignorance gh beth fides, in
attributing the incr of Powder (which fncreafed fale, in
another part, it is unwiling owledge) tothe great number
of thips employed in thy « Baltic and the Fifhéries.” Now, to
though perhaps not to the
Comuirrie of WareHouses, tha) the quantity cach veffel takes
in peaceable times is fo fmall, a to exceed one or two barrels
cach, and many go without any at all,

The Commitree declare—* That they do ncg mean to refift as
« u generil principle, that the importation of rjw materials ought
¢ to be free.”  With their accuftomed liberalify, however, to the
confumers of Saltpetre, they feemn anxious to' feclude that com-
modity from the general rule : For while they contend, * that

Sewgkis fpecies of Commerce is fo interwoven with the exiftence of
<« the Empirein Inp1a, 2s to render its feparation impracticable,”
with wonderful facility they diffolve this clofe union in Benaat, to
accommodate every nation but their own; and although the im-
portation of Saltpetre is prohibited to the Britifh confumer, fo-
reigners of every defcription have the privilege of purchaling
from the Company unlimited quantities at CaLcurTa, which they
convey to rheir refpective markets in their own botitws, Yo the
gréat emolument of their thipping, and manifeft injury ot e ‘\Na-
vigatic * ™ Induftry of Great Britain.

Thus, while the Committee are labouring to prove, that the'Pus-
lic are interefted in their caule ; that thebencfit of the Pudlic is their
fole with ; that the Pwblic muft fuffer if they cannot monopolize 4
this fhow of anxiety for the Public is in truth for their own advan-
tage, and they are thinking only of themfelves ; difcouraging the
Manufaéturer, and injuring the Kingdom at lasge.

The
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The Comnicke affert, = the articie ) Saltpetre cannce be
o tonfidered as 2} exclufive produé, §Becapie it is found in every
v Counery,” yet with their uft proceed to ftate it is
wirtnally fo, fiom the very low ;'u sive itis purchafed at in Bencat,
and the very high price it wi) duced elfewhere. Then,
as withing to prove their julticefby an amiable {piric of analogy—
they mmtimate, that as Spain apphepriates a confiderable revenue
from the exufiy product of Cocrinear, Saltpetre might be
equally profitable upder the inquifitorial meafures of LEApENHALL-
SimrrET.

Norwithftanding the &atcmcnt in the Report, that when Saltpetre
was at 8o/ per ton, there was no complaine of illicic trade, the
Manufa&turers prefume it is not to be controverted, thas wiges
Petre was fo ngh in price, larger quantities were fmuggled into the
kiagdom, and much that was entered at the Custom-Houvsk under
the denomination of Enropean Petre, at the low duties of 21 34.
per cwe. thofe who were-acquainted with the article, were of api-
nion that it was brought from India. Much was alfo imparted in
the difguifﬂd ftate of Sal Prunella, at a dury ooly of 25. Swuch prac-
tices afforded Jarge gains to the illicic trader ; but the moment
Cony‘m‘ Gaterially reduced their prices, this mode of g
was ‘# a0 cnd, and the Ealt India fales were propectionably in-
crealed,

The Commrrres are plealed to call an ** exaggerated quantity,”™
what the Manufatturers conceive might be the demand for Sak-
petre in this Country; bus the ManufaGurers firmly believe the
asmual importation from 1ndia in foreign #hips, by fair or unfair
meaps, fully amounts to 4,500 tons.

The above obfervations chiefly confine themfelves to the erticle of
Salipetre. 1t may, however, give a clearer view of the fubjedt,

0
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o offer a few farthe="remarks on Saligetre mnd Powder in the
precife order which fepore takes up, the p?lgcs of which fhall
be quoted, as the refutgtion of thtm proceeds.

ANSWERS TO THE PRINTR}: REPORT.

WITH REFERENCE TO THE PARTICULAR PAGES

~Fage 9.—Iun page g. the prices of Powder are named as given
in by the Manufa@urers; bur it 1s a hrtle remarkable, that the firft
price and diftount quoted fhould both be erronecus—Inflead of
F. PPowder beinz at 4/, 74, 64. per Barrel in March 1784, the real
price then was only 24 155, and the diteount allowed  was, not 3,
but 6 per cent.  Thele are tnfling errors when compared with
“ the enormaous profits” which the Manufaturers arc alterwards
Jreproached with, however, the nearer the approach to truth in
uatters ot aleulatton, e better, and, ay the Commir e gpgmark
that ** thete prices by no means correipond with the infor mation ob-

tamned from other quarters,” 1t would have been well to have pro-

curedd the moll aivthentic ntelhigence, which mipht have been
found to be as now ftated.

Page 10—"T'he Commirrer appear to have ronfufed themfrlves
(and probably the reader fhll ynore) by (taung, w page 10, the
pines given in by the Manufaflurers to be conlirlerably under
thule actually chaiged to the Cosrany, and to Owki »s of Suirs,
Flis feems o have anfen from not adverting to the known and

B eftublifhed
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eftablifhed diﬂ'crc;:,c i, price at all times;™etween varions forts of
Powder, proporuchate to the refpectiv ties.

In Page g, the price of F. POwder ig-1784, is ftated to be
4175, 6d. per Barrel. In Page10, the fate for the fame year is
ftated to be only 3/ 155 and arged to the Company,
4l. 145,

The Commirree gherefore dothlefs conceive, that all charge
above 3/ 153, per Burrel, was fo much impofiton, becaufe they
have not borne 1 gind, that Tower Proof Powder never was, or
could be, fold at the§fanye rate as the fort denominated fingle F,

Page 11—Prefenty to an ateentive obferver, a jumble of errors,
feldom to be met with in fo fmall a compafs. In arempting to
«itimate the difference in value of the raw maserials, and of Pow-
der. a very fallactous gnale 1, formed of the refpective quantities of
of the 3 ingredients vled i the compolfition.

The Commritee manifelt, in a pretty glarning point of view,
their opinion of the quantum of honefly which the Manufacturer
poffefles (at the ime of nixing his matenals) by their fuppofing his
avarice will not permit him to put more than 6o pounds of cRuFr
Savregrre igge the compofition of 100 pounds of powder—They
muft Mginc, that thefe 60 pounds are thrown, ¢ with ai'
their imperfections,” into the mafs; for 1if drofs were to be pre-
vioufly extrafled, 20 pounds of Charcoal, and the like quantity
of Brimftone, would not make the Barrel of Powder weigh
quite enough to pleafe a Purchafer ; but (whatever the CommiTTER
may think) the Manufacturer certainly has made one difcovery,
viz, that Dut cannoi be admitied as a fourth ingredient in the com~
pofition,

The feale having been laid dawn (though far from a true one)

on which calculanions are tormed, it 15 needful in this place to
conform
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conform ¢3 it, in ofder to examine the conclufions that are
drawa.

Taking the firft eftimate st 2/ 45. 114, "and the fecond ac
1. 65. 44, as ftared, the difference ip value of raw materials is
declared to be no lefs th t cept. Differences of apinion
among the wilelt mult often ptevail in this life; but queftions
which a few figures can determine, need ot long be objects
of difpute. The accufed Manvracturers dd not think it pof-
Gble that 65 per cent. fhould be fer down ift {o plain a manner,
without expething to find (ro their great mortification) that Rate-
ment to be a faél; but after exercifing their humble faculties in
fearch of the truth, they cannot difcover the difference between
al 44 1id. and 1l 61 44, o dmount to more than 41 per
cent.

If the CummirTir, on revifion of the calculation, fhould find
that 41} approaches nearly to the truth, they, no doubt, will
have the goonefs to credit the Powder-Maker 1n account for an
over-charge of 131 per cent. of extortion brouvght againit him,
4l 175, 6d. and 4l, 25, 6d, are flated as the prices of Powder
at the two periods of eftimating the value of the vaso mierials,
and the difference v fuid to be 18 per cent. but thar C'ference
will be found tw be not quite 16 per cenr,

This 15 mentioned juft to fhew that accuracy 15 not the dJil-
tinguithing feature of the Report.

After having pointed out the falfe conclufions drawn from the
CommiTTi1's swn flatements, it may be proper to fuggelt a re-
marh or two on the manner of quoting the prices of powder.
The price firll named (in page g) 1s that of F. powder, therefore

B si
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all (ublequent calculations fhould be on that particklar fors, in
order to draw a fair and juft inference. The prices of rhat fort
for fundry years ate accordingly quoted in the following page,
as faid to be given in by the.Manufacturers; and againft the years
fpecified, are put, in two cohﬂz}n?ﬁmed rates, as faid to be
charged tw the Comrany and'to Owwers of Suirs. Perfons
unacqumnted with the powder trade would be led to infer from
hence, that the Manufadturers were guilty of juggle and im-
pohtion, lLut thofckvhn are at all converfant with the “article,
well know (as has bren already hinted) thac various forts, fupe-
nor 1n quality to fiagle F, are alwavs in courfe fold at higher
rues, which rates are advanced or ieduced in exat proportion
to the 1ifing or falling price of ¥ powder; and rhe Company aeet
Owinis of (Tudia) Ships, being alwags fupplied with powder
fupciior i guality to the fore thus denominared, it follows that
the prices inferted in the firft column of page 10, muflt not be
quoted as the flandard walve of the forts which they have
purchafed.

In ouder ro form a comparative eftimate of the value of Pow-
der, aghl ofpthe Raw Materials, the price of the former muft
not b&Ped at 4/, 171 64. (as in page vi) for the year 1783,
but at 4/. 77, 64. (the fuft price mentioned in page 10) at which
a barrel of F. powder was then fold,t dedufting a difcount of
6 per cent.  And in 1789, after Saltpetre had bLeen fold at
34185, 64, the price of . was not 3/. 12¢. 64. (as ltated in page
10) but was reduced to 34 vos. per barrel, with a difcount of
1o per cent. taken off, The true ftatement thercture will

te as follows:

In
+ lu the early part of that year.
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In1783, F.powderat — [4 7 6 — lefs
Difcount 6 per cent. is — 4 2 3 ~— perbarrei

In 1789, F. powder at — {310 o
Lefs 10 per cent. difcount, is 3 3 o — per barrel.

Difference in value of Raw Matenals — 41§ per cent.
of Powder — — 23! per cent.

The Commirrre's eftimate of difference againft the Manu-
fatturer is flated to be (as 65 to 1R) 47 per cent.; but the
Manufacturer thinks himfelf warranted in safferting that differ-
ence to be no more than (as 411 to 23}) 171 per cent. adimitting
4 this place their owi valuation of materials.

If the patient Reader can difcover no mif-ftarement, or falfe-
cafting, 1n what has now been offered—and if in a charge of
taling an uniult gam of 47 per cent. that charge can be
clearly reduced one-half, he will be ‘candid cnough to grant,
thar the Masvractvmans are but in half the degree thofe
rogues in gram which the Report would infinuate.

After having fhown the difference of 47 per cent. alledged
to be againft the Manufacturer (in page 11) to be -gally no
more than 17}, the calculations in the two following pages, it
may be prefumed, are not fet forth with great precifion.

The Rreort (without any pretence to real knowledge in the
bufinefs) having Arft fated the refpetive quantities of the raw
mak nals ufed, 1t then, as confidently fets forth an eftimate of
 the lofs of weight in refining the Petre, walte which the other
+ arucles may be fubje@t to, labour, ncidental charges of every

“ kind
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¢ kind, inchuding rifk"==all of which is fet down at 132, 64. per
bartel ; an, cftimate grofsly falfe, and fhort of the aftual expen-
diture and cofts. The ManuracTuRERS, however, will not at
this jun@ure avail themfelves of the advantage they fhould ac-
quire by ftating the cxatt ‘quantities ufed of each material in
the compofivan, and of the aofts of workmanfhip; becaufe
they mean not to be drawn unwarily to give éniformation to Gen-
rei mtw, who recommend to the ferious attention of the Covre,
the eftablithing Mills for making Gunpowder. Such pewes fu.
revals m trade muft Mbmit to acquire the knowledge of their new
occupation, as others have done before them, by long and
dear-bought experience,

If the prices of powder had been quoted truly n pages 3o
and 13 for the years 1783 and 1789, viz. m 1783 at 3/ 25. 34.
per barrel, and in 1789 at 3. 35. per barrel (as has Leen noted
abore) the CommiTrer 's eftimates, after their own mode of cal-
culation, muft have ftaed what they call the profic for hume
confumption barely ac 41/, inftead of 62/ per cent. on prime
coft in 1783, and on prime coft in 1789 abour 61/ inftead of
yor. per cent. . Lach ftatement muft allo allow a farther deduc-
von of 24 per cent. for foreign orders.  The bounty of 4. 64.
per barrel muft be wholly thrown out of each eftimate, the Ma-
NUTACTURIRS never in any inltance having received a penny
of it to their own emolument; it being notorious that the Mir-
cHANT who buys and exports the powder, always takes to him-
{elf the full benefit of that allowance ; the proof of which, Jfome
of the Gentremen who have figned the Report, might readily
have tound in their ewn counting-boufes.

In
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In page 12, it is d€clared thac the Company’s Petre has not
for many years refratted, on an average, § per cent. Thar
fale-papers for the laft year (which contmn all the refraCtons
hitherto publifhed) will evince hew far that afferuon is founded.
Subjoned 1s a it of fhips (cop:cii fiom the fale-papers) the
number of bags put up to fale by cach fhip, and the refraition
of the Petre by thofe fhips, viz,

Manen
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Marer SaLe, 1792,
Bags. Refrattion.

Per Ponfborne .\ — 627 4 per cent.
Winterton — 697 41
Houghton = 1106 41

2412

Marcit Sare, 1792.

Per Franas  — — 2713 15
Princels Royal | — 797 7
Earl Chefterfield — 1007 51
Princefs Royal — 1046 5%
Princefs Amelia — — 3495 1o
Rodney — — 3494 8
Prince William Hepry  — 2986 (3]
William Pare — — 2921 53

SLPTEMBLR SALE, 1792.

Per Hawke - -~ 1498 -
Luarl Fitzwilliam —_ 3374 7
Warren Ealtings - 4000 6:
Worcefter - eam 1036
Deptford —_— — 4043 3
Queen —_ —  §349 5 ¢

494539

—_—
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It appears from this extralt, that of 17 thips, 3 of them (contain-
ing 2413 Bags) are at refradtions under § per cent. and 14 of them
{containing 40,459 bags) are at refractions aQove § per cent.; the
excefs of diffierence on the Petre (fuperior to the Randaid) being
1 per cent; and the excels of difference on the Petre (inferior to
the ftandard) being 10 | per cent,

It muft be fubmitted to the reader, whether the remaiks now
offured have not fhewn inconteitibly, that the eftimates and ftate-
ments in the Report are drawn up 1n a very erroneous manner, and
therefore unwarrantably to the difadvantage of the Powder-Maker ;
however, if the attack be weak, the labour of more ferious defence
1 faved.

Though the parual and incorret eftimates m the Reporr would
infer, that a much greater profit has accrued to the Manufatturer in
and fince the year 1789, than in the year 1783, yet they muft
infift, that they do not now denwve more advamtage fiom the fale
of a Barrel of Powder, than they did when the price of Petre was
for a feries of years at ¢/, os. 6d.

It 1s well known that every fort of Powder, without exce ption,
1s much fuperior in quality to what was made 10 or 15 years ago.
The Confumers of the article have gradually grown more nice in
their difcernment, and have required degrees of flrength, and other
requifites, beyond what they were formerly fstisfied with, The
confequence has been, that more expenlive modes of punifying the
feveral matenals have been adopted, and much more ume and la-
bour beftowed on the workmanfhip in every ftage of w.  The
greater degree of firength enhances 1o proporuon the degree of 1 1%
in the courfe of manufacture, which mult be obvious to the Mightelt
reflettion; and when accidents happen, which the greateft pru-
dence cannot wholly prevent, the defiruétion of the woiks, and the

C lofs
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lofs of hyman life, are evils for which the few fillings and pence [et
down in the Commiitee's eftimate will provide but a poor and inade-
quate compenfation.

T hat fuch is a (a&, the Manufatturers can prove, they have at
dificrent times fuftained, by a-momentary explofion, damages, from
one thoufand to eight thoufand poands.

Ifthe ReporT be found not always correét on the fubjc& of
Saltpetce, itis much lefs 10, when it undertakes to give information
refpecting other articles,

In Page 11, the allertion that 18 /. per ton had been the higheft
rate of Brimflone for fome years, is a miltake ; and as for Charcoal
(fince the improvcmc'm.s in 3he manufacture of Powder) that ingre-
dient, when properly prepared for the fuperior forts, is at an ad-
vance of more than a rboufand per cent. inftead of fifty per cent. as
quoted in the Page jult mentioned. 1t may be added, that wages,
together with every article and utenfil needful for the repairs, ufe,
and maintenance of the works, have progreflively increafed from
year to year, which may be readily believed by moft perfons from
their general knowledge, without being intimately acquainted with
this particular Manufaéture.

Thefe matters are merely hinted, to point out the fcanty know-
ledge manifefted by the Report on the fubje@ under difcuffion.

Another ephancement of coft in the purchafe of the raw material,
it may not be improper to mention, thouph 1t had nealy efcaped
the notice of the manufacturer, from not having been reminded of
it by the Report.

When the Acr of ParLiamenT had reftricted the Company
from putting up Saltpet-e to fale at higher rates than 31 5. in ume
of peace, and 40s. in time of war, men of plain vrderftandings
would imagine, that the purchalers could not be made to pay more

than
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than the prices limited by that a&; however, a very neat contri-
vance (which muft do honour to the proje@ors in the eyes of the
Public) was made ufe of at September's fale 1792, wet to raife the
price, but onlv to rake from the pockers of the Saltpetre purcha-
fers, a little more money than they were aware could be demanded
ofthem. A tare of 18 pounds per.treble, and 14 pounds per double
Gunnybag, had been allowed for time immemorial, and had alfo
been allowed at March fale 1792, which was fubfequent to the
pafling of the AcT that hnited the prices ; butat the September
fale following, this cuffomary allowance of tare, was reduced 6
pounds on each fort of Bags (amounting to a difference of 6oo
pounds weight on every lot of Pewre) and at ‘the average price of
that fale, the lofs fuftained by fuch reduction, amounted to 3s. per
hundred weight.  1f this meafure be legal, and within the meaning
of the Act of PAaLiaMENT, it muft be inferred, that the Lecis-
Laturr did not intend 315, to be the atual limit, but fome higher
price, ar the difcretion of the Company, and which may be made
{titl higher in effeét ac another fale, if the Company fhould think
fit farther to curcail this reduced allowance.,

When the amount of difference is reckaned on the purchafe of
Saltpetre for a twelvemonth's confumption, it will be found an ob.
3¢t ofimportance to the Manufacturer ; but a lofs of greater mag-
nitude is hkely to fall on him, in the courfe of the prefent year,
arifing from the Comrasy having failed to put up a fingle Bag of
Petse for 1ale, in the month of March, according to known cuftom.
The confequence is, that large and expenfive eltublifhinents mulk
be kept up and maintained, thouh the works will in a very (hort
time be totally deftitute of employ for want of tlus effential

article.
C2 Te
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Tothe public, the lofs is {lill more material ; for without the
Manufalturer can obtain relief from the Lorps of the Councit,
as the Company hdve declined putting up a fufficient quantity, in
a few weeks, there will not be the leaft fupply for

Private Ships of War,
Merchant Shaps, .

Or for any of the opulent and vaft mines in Wales, Cornwall,
Deibyfhue or Scotland, which, without the aid of Gunpowder,
muft neceffarily ftand ftill,

‘I'hat part of the Public, who may be plealed to favour thefe re-
mails with a perufal, will deternine, whether a difpaffionate
reader of the Reror can charge it, or no*, with bringing forward
alicr tions not, proved, with erroneous calculations, and with mif-
flatements.  In the way of recapitulation it may not be improper
to urge that,

3 he Report has quoted prices of powder, not according with
the actual terms of fale at fome of the periods named ; and then
infinuated, withour explanacion, that higher prices than thofe given
i, were charged to the Comrany and to Owners of Suips, tend-
ing thercby to imiflead the wnwary reader with the notion thar
only one fort of Powder 1s fabricated, and that the Venders had
committed a fiaud on the purchalers.

‘The Revort then forms an arbutrary fuale of materials (wide of
the truth) from which the. Manufalturers are judg:l‘d. and it is
roundly atlerted, that they © have pever done juttice to the hiberl
conceflions in their favour’—From chat fulfe feale, fale coinl . ons
are drawn, and the difference in value of raw.mateuials is mg.ur: )
greatly againit the Manufacturers.

Axorder Fsrimare s then brought forward, which betrays
an unbecoming cageroels to depreciatz the cbara rs of the

MANUF \CTURERS
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MavnvuracTurErs, by atempting to rate the cofts and rifks ot
workmanthip; and the misfortune is, ther they are labl to fut-
fer in the opinion of the public, in exaét proportion to the lack
of kmowledge and frub, difplayed in a calculation which the Re-
port has the boldnefs to affert * is, confidered as a2 moft ample
allowance."

The Powder-Maker is charged with pocketing a bounty of
44, 6d. which the Merchant himfelf always received, and the
Report has not the candour to add, that the Acr of Paruia
ment which direded the ultimate redution in the price of
Petre, at the fame time took off 75, 64. out of 75, 9d. dutv, on
that arucle, which had been formerly paid,-and- the Acr farther
direCted thet the bounty on powder fhould no longer be al-
lowed,

When it is afferted that the Company's Petre has not fur
many years refratted on an average ¢ per cent. proof is pro-
duced (fiom their own publicanons) that of 42,871 bagh pur up
for {ale, more than fixteen leveatcenths of that quantity was at
greaver refradlions than g per cent.

T T

N O T E

The ManufaQurers, in the courle of their experience, recolle@®
one or two influnces of Petre being delivered o them refraét-
ing not more than g per cent.; but on the other hand, ey
have carfe to reimember how many parcels they have 1eceived at
lupe refraltions, varying upwaids to 18} per cent.  Proofs of
which could cafily be furmfhed, if not to the fatisfallion of the

Commutzer; at leaft, that could not be contradiéted,
The
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The ManusacTurErs truft they have now completely an-
fweredd the printed Repart of the CommitTee of Warznouses,
figned by mine DIRECTORS of the HonourRaBLE THE FasT In=
oia Company. They truft that they have proved, that fo far
from wifhing or intending to injure the Public, they themfelves
are a part of that Public whom the Company kindly ufed for a
Jalking-barfe, the better to effect their benefit alone.

The Manufaturers hold it their duty, very folemnly to de-
clare, that they were fatisfied with the Act of Paruiamexnt
which ordered Salipetre to be put up at 315, They were dif~
faristied only when the Company entirely fruftrated the inteucions
of the LecisLaTurs.by the mode adopted at their fales, which,
from not putting vp a fufficient quantity to anfwer the demand,
rendered the Act of Paruiament ineffe@ual. The Manufac-
wurer, and in confequence, rhe PusLic, receiving no advantage
from an Act evidentdy defigned for their benefit. It has been
requefled, on e part of the Manvwacrurexs, they might be
allowed tbe liberty of importing it themiclves ;—which, as the
Comraxy think it ¢ a very lofling trade,” they can have no ob-
ieétion to give up.  Such is the with the Manuofaturers pre-
fume to entertain before your LorpsHies,

In regard to the printed Report, they can only fay—that when
the Tonourasie Tire East 1vpia Comr iy chofe to defcend
from their high ftation to amrack the homble works of the Ma-
nufatturers, to ‘emter intu their privaii: concerns, to afperfe their
haradlers, and Kindly to attempr tw 1uin their trade—perhaps
it might have been expedted, that fvinething like accurste calcw-
iation—fomething refembling knu\ﬂtdgc of the buingfs, and fome-
shing approaching to regard fur the Public, might have been
fhewn by them.

Bus
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But the Dinzcrons are more difinterefted far;—and gallantly
flighting all thefe advantages, they truft the attack o fome
zealows Crerk, who, with more altivity than difcretion, requeils
the DirecTors to fet their hands to his miftakes  As there are
many Direstors, perhaps he thinks ‘the errors thonld be many
likewife ; and he compliments. each Dire®or with, at leaft, a
dozen pieces of mifinformativn,

Againft fuch vague and unfupported calumnics, the Manu-
racTurcrs prefume to think too laboured a reply not neceflary;
but fome reply, perhaps, it was their duty to make; for as the
name and caufe of the Public were artfully implicated in the
printed Report, and thic Maaufatturers were reprefented as im-
pofing on thut Public—a fenfe of their own honour, and a jult

refpe@ for the public opinion, called upon them for a jufti-
fication,

POSTSCRIPT.

Syxee the above was written, the Court of Diretors have de-
clared, that they will put up to fale, on the joth of April,
goco bags of Saltpetre.  Such a petty quantity cannot be aca
knowledged by the various Confumers as a fupply, when the ftock
in private hands is known to be exhaufled.  And if each indivi-
dual Confumer fhould indulze the hope, that by contention and
an advancal price, he may get his fmall proportion of what is
offered to public fule, that propartion (if fecured) could not find
more than a few days employment for each manufalory.

The Court of Direétors do alfo declare, ¢ that they referve
to themfelves the liberty of felhng a farther quantity of Sak-
peue at their prefent March fule, if they fhould judge it ex-

pedient
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pedient fo to do,” The maft common obferver could here re-
mark, that if only fmall quantities are to be put up, and thofe
to be parcelled out ar different times in the courfe of cach half
year, the late Acr ‘of PArcrament is thereby rendered nu-
gatory : it matters not whether the Petre be put at one fhilling,
or at one and thirty fhillings, for this mede of fupplying the
Public muft effettually fecure (what the Report appears to hold
in fuch deteftarion) an egorbitant profit to the Company,

Signed, on behalf of himfelf
And the rett of the Gunpowder-Makers,

April a5, 1793 EDMUND HILL.

THE END,



