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Their manufaCtures are linen and woollen: the firft for their 
own uf.; the profits on the lait are confiderably diminiOlCd by 
the war. 

The number of poor in the honfe is between 230 and "240. 

Their out-allowances :we large; by t.tIl~ 1<\11: rules and ordcl s, 
drawn up for regulating the proceedings of the direCtors and aEt:
ing guardians, printed in J 792, although they (cern to have limited 
the {urns to be allowed with prudence: they do nut fct:m to have 
'taken care th:'lt the number of poor. who Ihall receive out-allow_ 
ances, {hall be [ufficiently reduced. by ob\jging them to come into 
the houfe. 

Thefe out-allowances arc the caufe of the increafe of expcnfc, 
as far as they tend to the old fyflem. to avoid which was Ihe ceca· 
fi on of erecting theft: houfts. 

Ry a kttcr which J was favoured with from a gentleman of thi~ 
difiriCl,. It appeals that th~ original debt of there hundreds was 

S f 2. 9200/ • 

.. Holvlng rrcclved (rolU thiS gelltleman an all(wer [0 alener 1 btdy (cnt him, rcqlld l
IIlg fllnl to n"te: the avn age_l"tc of ~{[dTmcllts, III the pounJ. In the huudrcd .. of Loc 
.lIld \V.lforu, and 10 ml onn me whethtl lhe 110pulOlllon ot tlle nuudrc,]s WolS lficrcafd 01 

uccre .. fcd; in which, afrer (aying he ih forry it ii not in hih Ilower to an(wcr tither 01 IIIi' 

qucll ions, his Jcttu procotd5 t!!us : 
" The account you h.lve gi"e", in ),O"f ItHtory of tbe Poofj as leecivcd from. me, IS 

nutonoully ('ontraTY to r .. a, and equ.J.Uy impoffiblc fhot J could have: given any (uch ill_ 
form.mon. I have no copy of my letter, and therefore: cannot attempt to correa- the error, 
but ttuft you. will do me the juftiee to leave my na~e out entirely In your intended new 

edition," 
] have, accordingly, done this gentleman the juruce to leave his name out entirely ill 

lh" edition; and now I mull (/1,1 myftlf flu Juflitt to print tha.t part of hii letter, dited 

Dec. 8, 1793, which refers to the Iliformation In queftion, that the public may jutlgt!' 
... bether or not the information cont,uneu 1herein juftifics the abllrall given in the lira 
edi.tion of' thl' work., whIch abftraCt is here tt!'-prillte4 withQU.t any altt!'ratlon. 

J. OW' oflgi-w debt was £9200. 
ii , 0lU pment' debt is l, roo So. 

(C 0 P Y.I 
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9200/. the preCent debt is '°,050/.; that the maximum of the poor's 
rates, ill there hundreds, was not more, including the MarfuaT. 
rca-money, &c. than ISd. in the pound annually, cftimating at 
rack-rent when the hundreds were incorporated i and that they re
main the f:-,mc. 

The average-number of deaths, the laft three years, was about 
fix teen annually: the governor could give me no information in 
this refpea farther back, he not having been in that office longer 
than that period. 

A furgeon, fchool .. maftcl', and fchool-miftrefs, refide in the houfe. 
There were between thirty and forty infirm and difeafcd poor in 

the lick-wards; but the grcatell:: number of them complaining of 
the infirmities of <Jgc only, ;md fere legs, which appears to be a 
prevailing diJcafe. • 
. The poor children arc taught different trades in the hou(c befidcs 
rnaonfattures, rueh as tailors, filOc-makers; and ilrc c~ploycd in 
thoCe trades for the ufi: of the houCe. 

Three poor men arc employed in agriculture. 
The quantity of land, abollt thirty acres. They raife about 

1hree acres of hemp. and manufaaure it. There is about an 
;tqe and a half of gardcn; the (ctl: pafture. Six cows are kept. 

The late goyernor, as ] \\'as informed, hild confiderably in_ 

jured the revenue of the houfe by the conduCt of the manufac
[Uces. 

3 and 4-. I cannot atlr~r with any degree of ccruinty. Tilt f'toveral ~ifhes within the 
two hUlulreds were oldcu:d to deliver up their book!. to comlllittcts :l.flPOinttil for the pur~ 
IlUft, wh\, took tht: kvell years ntxt preceding the J.llt [even ytarJ, :mil, addina; the amount 
tugetr.er, (hv ided it by (even, lind thus formed an a.ver.'Ke for ~eh ~fpclli'vt puilh, with_ 
out paying any J:ttention to pound-ratet: bc~c the avcra£c in tbe pound lor the hundreds 
IS unknowlI. 

In this pari(h our pOOI~r:lttS, i~duding l\,'1art'ha[fl'a~monerJ which, of 1a.lC, Iw been 
vrry high, do not l'xcted rjll. .in the poui,d, rac~-trllt; and, WelT other pui'hl:s as fuJIy 
I.ll t'd, 1 am of oi,inion thM IsJ. would be thl: uJtimUQl. 

LETTEI\. . . 
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BEING now, as it were, in imagi.nation, brought back to that 
part of the county which produced the objetls of my inqui

ries, by the recapitulation of the information I received, no place 
can be more proper than the prefent to retuln my thanks to thore 
gentlemen who fcconded my views, by their influence in the feveral 
hOllies of induftry I at the time and finee, by communication, by 
Jetter, of their knowledge as to the particular points rcfpeCting 
whi.ch their information was requefi:ed i and a1fo to teltify, that the 
excellent order, neatners, and regularity, prefervcd in all the hOU{C9 

then vifited, prove that their officers and fervants, who produced 
• 

every where, and at all hours, fuch inftances of attention to their 
duty, merit -great pl'aife. 

The hun.dred of Samford was incorporated in J 765 : the hou(e of 
i.nduftry was ercfred. in 1766. in the parilh of Tattingftone. 
and opened for the reception of the poor. at Michaelmas, the 
fame YCJr. 

The original fum borrowed was 82501. of which 24501. lla. 
been paid. 

The number of parjilies incorporated IS 25; yearly a{feJTments. 
22621. 18s. 6d. 

The rates were fettled. in )766, at 2S . 8 J. in the pound, by the. 
year, and remain the fam .! . 

Average-number of poor. in the haufe, during four years, begin_ 
ning in l786, and ending in 17891 is l055; and of deathl1. tor the. 
fame time. is 1 17. 

The average-number of poor admitted, from ]766, annually, 
cOllld not be exad"ly aCccrtained. but is about 260: the aver,lge of 
deaths, from the fame year, is 37 9-13ths annually: bue the finall ... 
tlOl'. followed bv a l)utrid fever, has been in the l>..oufc three tfmcr, 

\'12 . 
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viz. in the years 1780, 1781, J7~}I. when the number of deaths 
was 76, 81, 56. 

The pOOl arc principally employed in fpinning for Norwich j the pro-
fit of which was, for the four years ending with '7~9, I; 1833 5 8 

The out~alJowance5 for the fame :years amounted to •. 10.2 8 B 
The illcomc for the fame years amounted to . • • • • • It J 54 3 3 
The expenditure for th.e fame years amounted to .•• II 144 g 5 

There are at l'refent eleven packs of top-work, valued at above 
3001. left unfold, by rcafon of the !lognation of the NOl with 
trade. 

Only two men and tliree boy .. are at pre[ent cmplvycd ill huf. 
bandry. 

The officers of the hOl.lfe are a furgeon, chaplain, ' governor J ma-
tron. 

Land belonging to the houfe. 36 acres. 
No fick in the infirmary. 
In the dormitories, which were large. there wece two or three 

-windows oppofite to the general range, which have great effect: in 
.keeping the rooms airy and fwtct. 

Molt of the particulars of this houfe of indultl'Y, aDd al(o of the 
following hourt at Barham, were communicated to me by the 
Rev. Mr. Grant, the clergyman of TMtingftone, who very laudably 
intt;:refied himfclf in plltting the Tattingctone .. houfe into a fimilar 
train of management as Barham, about the year 1790, when the 
management of the former appeared to be unprofitable. 

The hundreds of Bofmere and CJaydon were iDcorpor~tcd in 
'765. the hou(e of induftry wu eretled in '766, in lbe pal'iih of 
Barham. and opened for the r«:eption of the poor in OCtober the 
[arne year. 

The original (urn borrowed ~a. 9i24" of which 72941. has been 
paid. 

The 
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The number of pariilies incorporated is thirty.five; the yearly 
aCfeffments 25611. 4s. JOd.; the rates remain the fame. 

The number of poor ill the houfe for Ii" years, ending in '792, 
was 1332; the number of deaths, durillg the fame p~riod, amounted 
to 253. 

The number of deaths waS increafed confiderably in the years 
1790 and 1791 by the {mall-pox, one hundred and twenty.feven 
having died in lhofe two years. The information received on this head 
was, that the poor were averfe to inoculation> therefore, when the 
pdl:-ho~fe, one of which each houfe of indufiry has, was fuH, there 
were no means li!ft to prevent the natural (mall-pox going through 
the houfe of induftry itfelf: the confequence has been a confiderabh: 
mortality, but probably not greater than when the fa me difcafe has 
attacked the: v~llage-poor, and irs fatal effeCts have not been pre
vented by tnoculation. Barham.houfe has now two pc:!l::-houfes 
at a little difiance from it. 

The popr are principally employed in fpinning for Norwich: 
their profit has been on an average about 200/. annually; but, for 
the half-year ending at Midfummer. '793. only 72/. IS. 8d. 

Their iocome has amoanted for feven years, ending 179z, 
to .•••..••.••••.•.••••• £203 18 J6 11 

Their expenditare for the fame time • . . • • • .. '7680' 2 9 

Profit to the houfe for that period ••...••• • 

Their average out .. allowances for four years, ending 17891 have 
been .nnually 341/. 9" 4d. 

Seventeen aged and infirm people are in the lick-wards. 
Land belonging to the houfe, 20 acres; of which two are garden • . 

Six COW~ are kept. 
There were in this llOufe ~ women between 20 and 30 years 

of age than in any olher of Ibe houfes of induftrr. 
The 
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The h.nd"td of CiJlford, and Ibt ,orijh if Po/jl,d, was incorporated, 
1779. and the houre of illduClry ereCted in 1780. 10 the parilh of 
Scmcr. 

The ori,einal debt was 8000 /. is now reduced to 1801. and an 
annuity uf 20 I. a year granted to a perfon upward of fixty years 
oj age. 

The poor's (ates have been reduced three-eighths, and a confide. 
rable fund remains in hand. 

The poor in the hanfe arc employed in (pinning wool. which is 
wafhed and combed in the houfe. and the yarn fold at Nor~'ich by 
commiffion; the fale of which is confidel ably afred-ed by the war, 
a confidelablc quantity now remaining in hand. 

The poor, , .... ,hen able. are emplnyC'd in agricultme, as oppor_ 
tunity ~trcrs. 

The average-number of paupers in the houfe is generally ahollt 
one hundred and eighty. 

The average. number of burials, finee the infiitmion. has been 
annually about twenty. fix ; the much greater proportion died the 
firlt two years after the houCe was inhabited J which was attributed 
to the paupers, on their fir{\: coming in, having too much meat· 
diet, aftcr ba'Ving fuffered extreme poverty. This caufe has been 
finee guarded againft, and the burials have been much fewer. 

The houfe has been free from any epidemic difeafc fince it 11as 
been inhabited: when the fmaU.pox has prevailed in the country, 
there has been two general inoculations with great Cuecefs each 
time. 

When I vifited this houf. of indultry, the governor wa, from 
home. as was the Rev. Mr. Cooke, the fon Q,f that worthy magif
trate, who, from the tid\: inffi.tution of the houfe, to the time of 
his death, regulated the management of it with fo much care, at
tention, and ecOliomy, as to make it produCtive, in the fhorteft 
fpace of time, of more bene6ciar <freer. than any other in the 
county of Suffolk. It was from an alIfwer to a Jetter I to,ok the 

liberty 
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liberty of writing to his fon, that the force-Ding accuunt 11.\5 been 
cx tl":tch:o; the obft: rv,ltio:l:i nud.: • • met i nfol 11l.1 t 10 t) ubt.\iB~d on the 
Ij'ot, ;\rc as follow , from Illy own notcs. 

The chief m :l1lufa[lory I" fin::!"!I'l:; y.lll: Lx N.)!".;-.dl ; but j;lIl11: 

of the t OP-WOlt is WOVe into It:r~t' ft'l tl :t \\ ()1ll~1l·:' j.1Cki.:tS :It l\JcI . 
fOl d; ( Oalre thickkt i:. bnu~ i,l •• t r'O\\\II.:h ,'(11 cl .Jthe~; 11'1 ~'Jl c:oth, 
f' )1" lhi !t~ and lillrts, <It H .Hllu:;h . 

Paupers in the hou l::. ::5th ot J uly, 1iv\ ; mm ~7, WOllll.:!\ 4.! j 

children. h.:twl'cLI th.: agl's of twclvl.: :lllll t weuty. 22; unu..:r the 

age of t\\e1VI:, 74 ; ill all, 16,;. 
No men an: out at dJy- labour. fou r b )Y's, twelve or t iur t l'Cl1 

years o f age, ftaling birds at the W.lgl:S they can eJ. rn by li>inning. 
which is fivc-pence a day, none more. 

The gills, at the age of t hirtel:l1. arc put to fel vice; boys, at 

the ~gc of ftflll tc ... n. 
T\\ll:lltf -two 1'3ck!) of y.lrll remain in fturc, v.1II1C about 600!.; 

l:tnd belonging t (..· the houle, about t wd vc acres ~ ot" which tWl) ~lI e 

gardell, \en Illc:tJow and paflure. 
T wo cows are kcpt in (ummer time: they m:tb.: all th ... ir butter 

in fUlll1ncr. and buy bit butter in the wint~r. 
O n ly four lick in the infirmary: every thing appeared neat, the 

poor healthy and comfortable. 
The hundred of Stow, incorporated in 1 .. 80. 

The: houre of indufiry, in the parifh of One-hou(l,", opened fo1' 
the reception of paupers, Oc1:. II, 1781. 

The fum fidl borrowed was only 8000/. but the expellfe of build

ing the hou(c fa much exceeded the fum intended to be laid out for 
that purporc, that an additional fum of 4150/. was afterwards 
borrowed j and the J3tes wCle increared one quarter by common 
confent for three years; they remain now the fame as at lirfi. 

Fifteen hundred pounds have been paid off in the whole, at the 
proportion of from one hundml and fifty to two hundred pounds 
per annum. 

Tt The 
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The poor in 'he houle are employed in fj'inning top-work for 
Norwich i the wool is bought into the houfe; the clothing for the 
ufe of the hOllfc: is made from the thrums, ends, and nibbings, and 
ruch fpinning 3S is unfit for the Norwich market; their beft rugs 
arc :lIfo made from thefe materials; no part of their clothing is put 
out to be made, except £lockings. .. 

The Cale of 'he top-work is confidembly affeCied by the war: 
twelve packs are left in the hauft unfold; value about twenty-four 
llounds each pack. 

None are employed in agriculture at prefent; only two men are 
in the houfe who can do harveft-work; tome children are 'orne. 
times employed in weeding; all who arc able are em ployed in hop~ 
picking. but, it is concei ved, that noth ing is faved by fuch cm
J)loymcnt. 

The average· number of paupers in the houfe is about two hun
dred. 

The number of burials finee oa. I I. 1780, to Auguft I , 1793, 
os follows: 

Ott. II, 1780, to J an. 1 , '78, 8 
178, 25 
'782 5' a pmritl fever. 

' 783 6 J <l putrid fever. 

'784 - 5' a putrid fever_ 

'785 '4 
'786 2 

'787 '7 
1788 '5 
17S9 - " 
'790 - '3 
17~ . - '9 -
'79' - ,8 

To Auguft ,ft '!P-\ • '7 
Tbere 
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There thirteen years form an average of .~4 2-1 ~ ths yearly; or, 
omitting the three yc.'a ts, \\ hen the put/-itl fe"cr pn:v:1ikd, thi.! .I.VC_ 

I age of the remaining ten } C:1 rs i ~ only '.r J. loth. 

Annual income (10m rrltes, 19S71.; t1 0r.1 bboUf, m lIl u(aClory, 
&c. nor Icfs than :. 50-/. anllu,llly. for tll..: Lift ten or d c\'CI1 years; 
out h;1S amonnt"'d to I 04 I. 'only rhe j lIt half. },C,Il', 01\ Llg tv the 
Ibgn:l tion of the Ndl"\\jch Inlnufa:toJY. 

Out.allo\\·:lIl cl:S (101ll 2501. to 1,00/. an!lu.l1ly; hu t [he(;: arc 
increafing, and l'Xpcdcd to (;ontinuc: 10, fl ~Jm .he 1l .ignJlioll of trJli;:. 

There has been no fever or epidemic dif01 ,ic r in the hour,,; fincc 
'784 , although there has been much ficknd"s in the h undred. no !" 
werc there in the haufe, :1t the time there notices \\-'crc t"kett. 3ny 
of the paupers fo fick as to be confined to their beds. 

Numb!.'r ot acres 24; of thefe 31 arc arable, olle acre garden, 
the.: rdl paJ1ul'c. Four cows <.Irc kept, and two horfes. 

In thi .> h(mlc, the (pinning-rooms and working-rooms arc divided 
by panir.jons, in fueh a manne!'. as that but few fpin or work 
tog('ther; as arc al (o the dOJmitorics. There are not more than 
[even teen beds in ally: this is an improvement 110t oLfavable ill 
:lny other of the houfcs of indulhy, and tends much to the pre
fervation of health and order. 

A tailor and lhoemaker are kept in the houfe. 
A (choolmafler to teach the children to read, and a miftre(s to 

teach the little children. Relief is Kiven to.Iarge f:tmilies by taking 
thofe children into the houfe which are a burthen to their parents. , 
The fame method is in faa praaifeu by all ; confequently, the chil. 
dren 3Te taken in very young. 

LETTER 
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A Nccr.:t1ary attention to the duties of a magill:rate, together 
with compaffion for the difireffes of my poor neighbours~ 

particularly for thofe who were employed in daily labour on my 
efiatc, had occafioned me to vifit, at times, the lick cottager, and the 
mifcrablc pauper in a pariih work·houfe. The fituation of the firit, 
whore narrow tenement forbad the poffihilit}' of fcparating the fick 
from the well, the parent from the children, or the children them
fellles from each other; that mifcrable economy in fitling up the 
cotr<l'gc, which 100 generally has denied the only bed. 100m either a 
fire-place (If a c..tfcmcnt-window to ventilate tht: air;. the noife of 
(jtlcrulolls children, the fiend1 of confined air, rendered ep'idemic by 
morbid effluvia i the vermin, too, frequently fwarming on the bo
dies and Tags of the wretched inhabitants; all theft:: cauft:s, aCting 
Together, procraflinate afilic\ion, prevent :l return of health, an~ in
{heate a depth of mifcry. which hard labour and indufiry ought not 
In ftckne[s to be liable to endure. Neither did the parilh-work ... 
haufe, the Ian fad refuge of miferable indigence. offer a Ids dif. 
agreeable fpeClacle; the wallt of room, and the bad management of 
that Wllich they poffe{s, occafion fimilar inconveniences: the clothes, 
or rather the covering, of the inhabitants j the too freq uent infrances 
of infamous debauchery, arifing from the two lexes of all ages and 
tlifpofitions kept together; tht: ignorance and filth the children are 
bJought up in; and the general fpirit of tigid economy which the 
-contl'ading maftcr of the work.houfc praCiili:s, as well in diet as in 
clothillg, lodging, and cleanlincrl, to {,upe from mifery, as roon 3S 
pumble, a property which may enable him to ItlilC from his dir
agrc:able ~vocation.i giv.t .propdjty to the opinion and expreffion j 
that a pan{b-work-hou1e lS too Jrten a pari!h-bawdry-houfe, always 
• bug.bur to frighten modea ~il\refs from applying for relief. 

In 
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In the incorporated hundreds, the houfe. of induftry ftrike One in 
a different light; they arc all of them built in as dry, healthy, and 
pleafant, fituations, as the vicinity affords; the offices, fuch as the 
kitchen. brew-haufe, bake. haufe, buttery, laundry, larder, cellars, arc 
all large, convenient, and kept exceeding ncat: the work~rooms arc 
large, well.aired, and the (exes are kept apart, both in hours of" 
work and recreation. 

The dormitories are a1fo large, airy, and conveniently difpofcd; 
fep:lrate, rooms for children of each fex, adults, and aged; the m,u ... 
cied have each a fcparate apartment to themfdvcs j mothers with 
nurfe-children are alfo by thcmfelves. 

The infirmaries are la"rge, convenient, airy, and comfortable ; 
none without fire-places. 

All the hOllJ&S have a proper room for the necelTary di(penfary; 
and moll: o( them a furgeon '5 room befides. 

The h~ll s . in all, are large) convenieot, welt ventilated, with twu 
or more fu:e_places in them, and calculated, with rc(pec1 to room , 
for the rcfeaion of ful1 as many as the other conveniences of the 
houre can contain. 

The chapels are all fufficiently large, neat, and plain i feveral of 
them rather ~ending to grandeur and elegance. There wc:rc two 
houfes. which had no chapel: one of them made ufe:: of a 1'0001 

ample enough for the congregation. properly fitted up, and kept 
very neat: the other houfe attended the parifh-church. 

The ap:1ftments for the governor were in all the houfcs luge, 
and conveniently difj)of.xJ: in one or two of the honfes of inltufiry. 
thefe apartments were rather more fpacious and elegant than ne
cefliuy: there are alfo convenient fiorehoufes and warehoufts. fur 
keeping the n:.anuf.laurc of the houfe. the raw materials, anJ thl" 
clothing. O:c. for the nre of the inhabitants. 

The Jan:! about the: houfes be10nging to them, parlii..' uJ,irly the 
gardens, are all calculated for ' producing a fuffici t,tl t qu;wci:y (I f 

\· l·.~, ~ tJ. LIc 
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vegetable (liet, [0 nrcdf.JI'Y to the health as welt as ag l'ccal:h~ to the 
palate of the inIIJhi:JJlts. 

1n hC Il C'/"~! ' ) tI lt: ~ppc':1! :IIlCC of all the houres of induflry. in the 
applO,i( h l'J Ihl.:r1l , fomcwhat refembles what we may fuppo ie of 
I he hofi l :ubl~ la rr,c manfions of our anceftors, in thofe times whell 
tile gf.llt ry of the country {pent their rents among their n:::igh
Imurs. 

The interior of thefe houfes muft occafion a maft agreeable fllr. 
prife to all thofe who have not before feeo poverty, but in its mi. 
jC'I'Jble cottage or more miferable work-houfe. 

]n looking over my notes, I find that the affirmative J!(,:ltl1d ~ 

which pr(,\I~iJcd from the cdbr to the garret, in all th" houles, 
with v'Cry few exceptions in particular departments, occafioned not 
only a memorandum of the: faa, but gave rife tn a conception 
which pofJibly lie!' more in imagination than reality, th1.t, whtrc a 
c1cfiriency in this relilea is obfcrvable in any domicile, a concomi. 
tant clc:ficicncy is alfo obfervable in the hC31thy looks of the inhabi-
tants , 

This nc:unefs, which had fa pleafing an effea on the eye, wa~ the 
c,mfe a\fo that the other fenfes were not difgulled by that conftant 
attendant on collected filth and foul air, a noifome fiench, as dele
terious to human li fe as it is in general naufeating to thofe who ac
cidentally lH'Cl thc ruch an armofphere. 

The practice of frequently white-wathing cloes much in pre
(crving the air of there hou[(,!s wboldome and {weet, but the COlt

flam attention of thofe who perform the offices of the hOllfe is 
abfolutely llcceffary, and even that is infufficicnt, unlef& the halls, 
working.rooms, Ind dormitories, have the external air admitted 
through the windows, whenever it can be done with fafety to the 
inhabitlnts, with refpeCt: to catchjng cold: this pra8ice of keeping 
the windows open cannot be truft~d to the paupers themfelvesl foc, 
firange to tell, tbe general complaint againfi thorn was, that they 

would 
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would not only not attend to keeping them open, but, if the adult!t 
and aged had their cboice, {ueh depravity arifes flom habit, they 
would live in that atmofphere of putrid air, wlJich would undoubtw 
c:Jly produce tontagion. 

The neatners and proprttl which prevailed in their haUs at the 
hour of refeCtion ..... ere al fo laudably obfcrvablc, moil: of there 
houfes of indufiry being ... ifited at the hours of break faCt, dinner. 
or Cupper. At times I have fdt difguft when rcquelled to t ll<c 
fome rcfrdhment which has betn offt: red me in a (.ott.lge; a Ilif'. 
guft arifing from the abfcnc..: of that neatnefs whidl attends the 
tables of thofe am,mg whom it has been my lot to live: but nl) 
want of ne3tnei'3 in thefe haufes created difgufl:; a breakfall, 
dinner. or {upper, might have been eaten at tbdl' tables with a keen 
4lppct itc. 

Their bread- W:1S, in :111 the hO\lfes, particularly pleilfant J it 
WilS good btown blc:ad, made from the flour deprived of the coarCt:ft 
of its bl>!n: white bread was al[o baked for the infirm, the COt\V:1-

lcfcent, an~t young children. 
Their cheefe \Vas in general good, although frequently the cheeCc 

of the country : in one houfe they bought Dutch cheefe, whkh 
was frronoer in its taile, and tooCequcntly to tomc' pabtcs not fo
pltaCant. 

The Cmall-beer was alCo pleaCam : _ no wonder l they bought tbe 
beft malt and hops, brewed a large quantity at a time, and kept it 
in excellent cellars: all! was alCo brewed, in inferior quantities, and 
given to the convalefcent, and to thofe whORl the governor thought 
proper, either as a necefiary rcfcciliment, or a8 a reward; and it 
was alCo diftributed, at {lated times, to the whole houCe. 

It did not o,"cur to me to take minutes of tile bill of diet in any 
of the houCe., bee,uCe no doubt has been fuggctled that it i. hot 
wholefomc and fufficient: that, in fome infiances, jt has been too 
abandantJ may be fufpefted,. Ii well from ,he relict which. were 

Ii..CI~ 
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feen afler their meals. as frnm the idea thrown out by one of tbe 
din:B:ors in a letter whid l has been alluded to •• 

The applic:ltion of t hde faCts, which have been Gated. as wdl 
upon the Cl'Ldit of perfonal infpeCtion, and information from 
tlw(e wh Ole duty it certainly was, and whore inclination it ap
pC:l lcd to be, to give true and full information upon the fu bj ect, 
as from tha fe gentlemen, al(o, who obligingly communicated any 
infollnation by letter, now remains to be made to three important 
qucnes . 

I. Have thefe inftitutions amended the morals of the poor ? 
2. Have they tended to diminifh the burthell of cxpcnle to foci

f:ty attending their rditf and maintenance ? 
3' ]l:!ve they increafcd, or do they tend to decreafc, the chance 

of human life i 
With rerpeCt to the filft quefiion, it may be anfwered in the af. 

fi rmative without a poffibilit y of contradiction. .. 
They have amt:ndcd the morals of the lower orders of people, if 

the proportional few inftances of indictments, at the quarter-fef
flons, for aCtions of inferior criminality, )Vhich lead to greater 
crimes, will prove the faa ; and it does, in this inftance, in are .. 
markable manner : four inquifitions of murder have been, within 
this twelve .. month. found by the coroner for the county of Suffolk. 
not onc of them in either of the incorporated hundr~s . There are 
twenty-th ree hundreds in the county j twelve of them are incorpo .. 
rated, and maintain their pOOl' in houfes of indufiry. 

]f the general good order and regUlation the labouring-poor are 
kept in throughout llu: incorporated difrrifu, which good order is 
evidenced hy their general conduct and converfation. and by their 
obrenation of thoU: law., ~ breach of which nay tend to en
<langer the livca, ,!",d diJlliuilq \he f.rety and comfort, of his rna-

• See dle exc.ratl from Mr. Cook', letter rc(pcCling dIe Semcr boule of induftry. 
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jell,', rubjoa. in gemal ', {och ai, drivers Tiding on tbeir waggen. ; 
tippling in ale-hour ... and the (018Uer ;rrtmOl .. litm slid impropri. 
eli .. of .ondua, if Cuth altf:lltion ~D the ordus -of fuciety prove, 
the faa: . 

If the rtfpo¢tful and civil behaviour of tbe poor to t~ {u. 
per;ors. the very rare in(bmce. of children beiug feduced to freal 
wood. turnip'_ &c. and to the commiiflOtl of other fmall thefts j 

if thefe and limitar proof, of good morals, unfol'tunately not 
prevalent in thofe dHh'ias within the county where thele houf~ 
are n-:>t inftituted; if ruch inllartcci prove the faCt t experience 
teUi u. there inllitution. have tondt<! to reform tho morals of 
the poor. !. . . :~\ ~ r.-

And tho prophetic (pim of theo,~" had. bef&rehand. informed 
thor •• wllo w~lhed to fQrm a judgement on 'he fulljea, that the .f. 
felt could not be otb«wife. 

A large building. calculated £Or the reception of the poor of th .. 
difi:rict, fjtuated in the mo~ healthy {iruation, wich convenient 
offices of all kinch. the in/labitanu of which are under the re
gulation of well-cbofm office... f~bjea: to excellent rUle •• all of 
them calculated to promote regularity. induO:ry, morality. and .. 
religious fentiment. 

Th. hoUlS of worlc, . ,~l\lmt. "IlO ae,.p. uniform and re
gulm'. 

The children. ftom the clit<Reft 'ge. on l~ving their mQlher'. 
arm •• are under the elir. of prQper clalll~' ,",0 tuch !hem llbe
dknce. and give tbem the habit of attention. t-

When more advanced in 1C'I~ , fc1loQl.~ _h them to 
md, and the fuperincendantt of tho working..rGODll,' fo~- ind,,{
tnops cll1plo,ment. aad take care that theW hoUri of work /hall 
NIt be pa/¥d in jdlcneft. here tbey .'" gelll;fal,ly frinted. Co ,Lat 
gt'CIItF indu/lo' ~ nw~<Ie,J "ilk P*"fj ,Icdi>"" 
...r'*"-,~ ,oh'GIigiOll ar.:,",~.", be regularly attended by 

aJI ,*,"",,1# all ages. no .x~we ltcini lIdwitted but iJlIlO['. 

U u It 
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It reqbired no prophetic fpirit to foretel, Ihal, there duties and 
thil fyftem of regularity being perfeyered in, the beft effeCt. mull, 
of confequence, enfue to the moral. of the poor of all age., and 
to thofc pf the riling generation in particular. 

III thefe houfe. of inrlnftry, therefore, may be found that plan 
of education of poor chi"h .. n carried into effi:Cl:, which has been, 
in former page, of this trait, fo warmly recommended to be 
purfu.d, by the mean. of fchools of indufiry, united with Sun. 
day.fchools. 

But it Ihould be remembered, that tbefi: «hoor., in tbe boufe. 
of ind~ftry, arc not general for the children of s/I the poor within 
the incorporated parilhes; only thofe whore poverty induces their 
parents to afk parilh_rclicf arc fent here. and, of thofe. only fuch 
(h~ldren as acc the grcatc(t burthe:n to their parents: the children 
of thofe poor who are not petitioners for relief, and thqfe children 
of the poor who are, and whom their parents do not choofe Ihould 
be (ent to the houfe of induftry, atc kept at home, and have not 
the benefit of this plan of education; and it is a circumftance 
~rthy of remark, th3t parents, in general) from whom to take, 
for a ti.me, the idle. ynifchi.evoUI, kaft u{efol. and rna(\: burthen. 
fome, part of their family, to bring them up, without any care 01: 

npcn(e to tmmfelve.) in habits of in<luftry and decency, is a very 
great relief, are very much averre to {~ding their children to the 
houf .. of illduftry I from what c""fe it i. difficult to tell; but it is 
plain tbat no r:eod cauf. can give rir. to this ayerfion: fu·ppofe it 
to be parental afFetlion and foodner., which makes them, with 
retft't, lIa" with theW children, the anrwer i. obyioo, I they are 
fent hut ~ little _y from the .. , are in the neighbourhood, where 
ther may be reen o'.U·proper ~III", &rtd, .. hen feen, will be feen 
in a ftate of .reanlitl<!r. inltead of filth, of employment inltead of 
idlenef., with neat clothing and wholefome diet innead of filthy 
rigs and tn empty belly: wile ..... parents, in ~igbtr fltBatiOllll of 
life, who feel thlt fondMf. of afeaien in, at Ieaft. In' equal de. 

gree, 
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gree, rolu.uarily. and at a confider.ble cq/Cnfe. fend their children 
to f=inane. of learning and ~oolB. for .duc.tioD. at a much 
grqater difutnce. and do not fee them for many months tage 
ther: much credit cannot. therefore, be given to the {entiment 
of .ffc<tion: the ooly one which <an be mentioned a. an apo_ 
logy for this averfion. and every other reafon. muft be foulldod 
on a bad principle. ana ~onl.quently ought not to have any 
weight. 

Were thefe inftitutions erected upon a plan which would admit 
of talung all the chlldrcil of the poor. from the time they are ca
pable of beiog taught lome employment, and koepmg tbelD in the 
boufe. a. in a Icbool. uotil jilQb an>ployQlOllt i. learned, and regu
lar habit. of indufu-y ""quircd. together with all ""horre~ of that 
life of idleRef. and theft to "hieb the children of the poor are 

• 
prone, either naturally. or by the encouragement of their pprenu, 
eve[y good whkh can be expe8:cd to arife. from fucb an inftitutioll 
as bas h.een recommended, might thu.. be attained to, ill a houfe 
of induftry. at a very trilling increar. of expellfe. if at any. and 
which expenfe would be amply repaid by the general good elfea
but luth a plan. could the hoults of indu(hy receive them. mult 
be fetonded by the court of quarter-feilions Bruing an order. pro
hibiting nlicf to ~ ginn 10 f~ plrents who /hall refufe to let 
their clWdren go to th~ fcheoIf. ....hell appointed t~ them by the 
everfeers of the refpea;ve parMbot. 
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.r'F'O dat~ 'tIoo- iecIIB&l '1l11ition, • with certainty. rccourfe 
,,4 ~ be hod to tile DOlica tWrra. lCfpefring the faa. in the 
diIIieI.ut~ralion., JIIId it ... i11 be [MIld, that. in fome, the 

U u • poo..-. 
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poor'! rates have been diminilhed; in others, they remain the fame 
as at the time of the inftitution j and, in a few, the rates have been 
incrcafcd: the different infiances {hall be pointed out, llnd fome 
obfcrvations made on the facts, as they have been flated. 

Blything-hundrcd; Bulcamp houfe of induftry j the whole debt, 
J 20001, has been paid off; the rates were diminilhed one-eighth in 
J780; and. as they were not on an average above one Ihilling in 
the pound annually when firft incorporated, they are now incol1-
fiderable. 

The hundred of Co.ford, and the parifh of PoUled; the hourc 
of indufiry at Semer.i the whole debt, 8000 I. has been paid off, 
except an annuity of 20 I. a year, and 180/.; but they have frock 
more than iiJ.ffidcnt to difdlell gt: thefe remaining demands j the 
poor's rates hdve been diminilhcd three .. eighths j and the rates were 
very moderate when the hundred was incorporated. 

W.ngford-hundred houfe of indunry, at Shipmeadow; original 
debt 8500 /. of which 4000/. is paid; rates remain the fame. 

The hundred of Samford; the houfe of indunry at Tattingllone ; 
the original fum borrowed 8'501. of whieh 2450/. have been paid; 
the ratts were fettled at 2S. 8d. in the poudd annually, =tno remain 
the fame. 

Hundreds of Dofmere and Claydon; the houfe of induftry at 
Barham, the original fum borrowed 9994/. of which 7'94/. have 
been paid,; the rates remain the fame. !'" 

Stow-hundred; the bour. of indu(j:ry at Onehoufe, near Stow
mocker; the original fum borrowed 12150 I. of which 1500 I. have 
been paid; the rates remain tne tam,;. :' . 

Hundred. of Colneis and ,Q..,;lfjord; .he ,houfe, of indullry at 
Noaon; the origin.~ ... l>It" .. a~ibC\1.li 00"' '1900/. the rate, were 
increafed at Midfumm.r. 1790, from 1487/. '3 s. 4a. annually, 
10 "']671. 8,. 3d.; hut from ilJi9rmation it,appram. ,that fIC·'I" 
were not mon: Wan fi~ta:n or ci&btaca, 1"'~ct aDllIJlll!¥/t wbe~b.. 
avtnlg<: wa, fixed> and ibe teoenDe or Ih. QClul<., .... ""coed<d, ", 

ex pcnditure 
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CJpenditore on an average of thelaft [even ye.rs 5131. 11 s. lad. 
annually. 

Hundreds of Mutford and Lothingland l the houre of indllftry 
at Oulton; the original debt 6500 I. of which 1000 I. has been p.id 
off; the poor's rates are advanced ten per cent. but 300 I. of the 
debt is annually paid off. 

Hundreds of Lacs and Wilford l the houfe of induftry .t Mel. 
ton; their original debt was 9200/. their prefent debt is 10050/. 

their poor· rates, together with their county-rates, do not now ex
ceed 15 d. in the pound at rack-rent. 

By this recapitulation it- appears, that, at two of the houfcs at 
induftry, the rates have been confiderably dimini(hed. and the ori
ginal debt annihilated. 

At four. th.e rates rem-ain; but a conflderabJe part of the origi
nal debt ha; been paid. 

At two, the rates have been increared , and the debt diminifhed : 
at the lall houfe of induftry the debt has been increafed, and the 
rates remain the fame. 

The qudlian. whether haufes of indufiJ'Y tend to diminifh the 
expenfe of the relief and maintenance of the PC!'Ol". is therefore an .. 
fwered in the affirmative, fince in two the rates are diminifhed. the 
debt i. paid l in four, the debt has been confiderably diminifhed, 
cOIl{equently the annual baJance in their favour might have been 
applied to the purpofe of diminilhing the rate., p.,.i fHJjfo, wilh the 
debt) in two of the others the balances ha.vc been applied hitherto 
to diminHh the debt only, and tbe ratCi have iocreafed J in one, the 
debt is fomewhat increafed, and the rates remain the tame, at the 
low average of '5 d. in the pound annually. 

Wben the average, at which tbefe parifh .. {ettled tbeir rates, at 
tbe time they were incorporated, and ~tbe.- number of years wl;ich 
h • .te· elapkd Ii""c Jill\t •• orage .... fottled, are confidercd l in fame, 
beil1s ~een thirty ~nd '{<>rtf Y"" l and in none IcC. than Iwelve 
at' fOll\'¢dl 'j ·and cOQ1parccl with the proportion tbe rates then bore 

to 
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to a poand. and the proportion they .. ould now bear. bId tRere 
bc:en no haufe of induftry; taking the advante of the pOOl' .... rate 
in the tlther p.lriihes throughout the kingdom in general, and in 
Suffolk in particular. 35 they are proved to be, by the retllrns of 
the ovcrfeers to the inquiries made by parliament. in the year 1776, 
and 178" 4. and 5, as the ruJe of computation. and no berter 
can be obtained; in which returns it appears, that, in the two 
cont·jguous handreds in Suffolk, not incorporate, Ritbfidge and 
Babergh, the 7U1 e«penjis of the poor alone had advanced from 
11.0'31.7'. lid. to '3.8"",1.3" 9d. being a difference of 
2817/. or thereabouts, in the courfe of ejght years, or above 
251. 9.1. per cent. an advance that brings forw:J.rd the moft unthrifty 
management of .my of the hou[es of induftry into a £tate of 
pofitive profperity and reduaion of expcnfe; it will therefore be 
found, that not only where the rates have been fia,ionary. but 
where they have advanced. and in the inftance where the debt has 
increlfed, tbe poor's cates have been very much dccre.afed. from 
what they would have been, had the poor been m3naged according 
to the old and the comeon fyR:.em. we may therefore with cer
tainty apply the old adage. "OIt progmli tjI rtgruli. with refped: to 
the ""penf .. of the poor in all tbe incorporated houfes of induftry. 

On the whole, although in an inftance or two, originating from 
an improvident mode of building the houfes of induO:ry at firO:. 
more {ubfequeAt expe:nfes have boen incurred than were at that 
tisne forefeen, and conf"'lgently a larger revenue became ncceffilry to 
pay tbe interdi of &be additional fum they were obliged to borrow. 
and to fopport tbe eapenle, of the houf. tban was at fuO: thouglrt 
[ufficient. and. in another inlh.n ... the difhonefty or (>Tofufion of 
.h~ tben go .... lIor baa (o.&".,.c. the .!fairs of the howe. as to 
render II new loan, and confcquently an increa.fcd rate, convenient. 
,.et. on the .. hole. it i. con<eWed. that not the leaft Ihadow df 
doubt C01'l be raikd. but that ....... in thole inllallCes. the re._ 
of the houfe. are increaJing beyond the dill>U1'fement .. the debt '" 

, dioUnifhing, 
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diminiJhing. and tbe rates will faU even beneath that low medium 
they bave hitherto preferved; and which rat ... had th .... been no 
bouf. of induftry. would probably hav. rifen twenty-live. or .ven 
fifty. per e.nt. above their prefent amount. 

LET T E R XLVII. 

T HE other quellion. wbeth.r the houfes of induftry have ill
f;l'cafed the chance of human life, involves in it fuch com

plicated confidcrations, is a quefiion of ruch uncertainty of proof, a 
comparifon with the fiate of population in country-villages, and 
with the eM,nee of human life of people of particular age! and par
ticular f,tuations only. and not with human' life in general. being 
to be taken into confideration, and there being no data with which 
the cotnp3rifon of the facts can be madt:, the tables of the chance 
of human life being of too general a nature, and the fads them ... . 
felves as to dc.lths, in haufcs of induftry, not being fufficiently par
ticularifed <1.9 to age and fiate of patients health when admitted to 
give an exaCt eclult, that fome general obfervations on the deaths 
which have happened in thefe houfes, compared with tbe number. 
admitted, is all that fllall be attempted, Ieavinl the reader to make 
1.Ip his own mind. as well as he is able, from tPc imperfect {ketch 
of the queftion it i. in my power to offer. to which I /hall very 
humbly add my opinion. without prefuming to dittate any poutive 
conclufion to his judgement. 

And. firft. it will he p .. oper to pay fame attention to the lit~a
tion of the poor, and their familj~. before they take refuge from 
th. _ mife.ry of c.tr.me pt>verty in a ~oufe or induftry. What a .... 
at tlIat time, their elpeaations "f be~th and life I 

They 



LET T E R XLVU. 

They are fo reduced by poverty as not to be able to maintain 
themrelves and their families, and therefore they become inmates of 
it bOll(e of incluHry; confequcntly, the conftitution, both of pa
rents and chi!dj(~n. mull have been debilitated by want of necefial'Y 
food, raiment. and {helter, that none can be [aid to be admitted in 
1uund health: no dtimate can, therefore, be made of their chance 
of life, in cornparifon with the inhabitants of villages, towns, or 
cities, in general. 

They are afflicted with difeafe, either parents or children, and 
therefore they are fent , by the parilh-officers, to a houfe of in· 
du(lry: the chance of life with fuch is (Iii! dccrcafing. 

Children are born, and, at the carl ie ll age at which they can 
leave their mothers, are rerrived in thefe houfes, and are kept in 
them through that period when the chance of huma!l life is leatl:; 
and much the greateft number in all the hauCes is c,aml'of!:d of 
children. 

The other confiderable claC, is compafed of the ageq. and the 
infirm, either from age (ir accident. The chance of life, in this 
dafs, is (mall indeed. 
. Such are the different fituauons of the inmates in a haufe 
of indu1lry: very few poor) between the age of .fifteen and 
flfty, arc feen th('re, except difea(es, accidents, infirmities, or 
p:lftkuJar irr("gularjrjcs of lifef have occafioned them to be 
fent there. 
" The chance of lit •• to people in thefe fituations. and of thefe 
.ge •• under the preffilte of penury, althongh not .bfolutely chilled 
hy the cold hand of extreme poverty, would, jn their miferable 
cottages, be (man indeed. _I. that chance diminiilied or increafed 
by going into a boUle of i ...... fttrt ", 

Is the chane. of human Ifre incr.afed or dimini1hed by being 
brought from an unwholefome ltarving diet to wholcfome moderate 
plenty I from nlkednefs to ', dadling I from filth to deanlioelS I 
from cold to warmth I frolJlo.e lMIfome eonllgion of a filthy cot-

- tage, 
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tap, or parifh.work-hou(c, to a healthy air, free from noxious ef ... 
fluvia? Surely, the an[\Ver to there quefiions would, at oncc, de
termine the point, did it depend on theory alon~. 

But it mar be [aid, the qucfiion has fx'en tried by the tOllchfione 
of experiellct:; one fingle pltge of which, honeltiy recorded, goes 
farther towards proof pofitive, than volumes of rheoretic rClfoning; 
we mult therefore h:tvC' rec:ourfe to this bell of demonfhations. 

The validiLy of tbis obfcrvation muil. be allowed, were the fads 
produced. of mortaliry in houfl'S of induiby, capable o f being com .. 
p.lrcd with the deaths of people under fi lHil.lr circumfl::lI1ccs, and 
of fimilar agclt, at large. 

In NaCton houfe of indutlry the number of poor admitled the. 
laIr fOlll1een years l.re 2017 J the number of deaths, 384 j the ;1l1~ 
nual-av c ra~e of inhabitants is thc:refole J 44; of Jcaths. 27-

In Bulcha~p honfe of inuutlry, tht.: number admitted fince the 
infiitution: in J766 to 1793, twenty.fcven years, 5207; the num~ 
ber of deaths, in that time, '3S1: but, in the ycai·s 178i aud 
1782, a O putrid fever cal'ri<:d off one-third of t;\C inh ... bit:mts of 
lllithhurgh, and 217 of the: inhabitants of this honCe; therefore, 
thofe two yeal'S (hould be omitted in the compalOuivc ft3tl!~ 

ment: the numbers will then fiaml, of inhabitants. admitted ill 
25 years, 4725; of deaths. 1064: or, annually. inhabitants, 18<), 
deaths, 42 . 
. Oulton houfe of indu(try. Number of inhabitants, on an ave· 
rage, annually. about 150 the Jaft fix years i of deaths, for the 
fame period, annually, J J . 

Shipmeadow houfe of induJlry. Number of poor, about 20C' 

annually i number of deaths, about 20 in a year. 
Mdton houfc of induftry. Number of poor in the houfe, from 

2.,0 to 240;:. the number of deaths. (or the laft three years, ~Ollt 
16 annually. . 

Tattingflone houfe of i~ Average-number of poor in the 
!lowe, annually, for 23 ':1..,. ~_ .",ralle-number of death., 

X . ' ·nnually, 



LET T E R XLVII. 

antu~ally, for the [arne time, 33 . In this computation, the three 
years are omi.tted when the (mall-pox and putrid fever prevailed: 
the deaths, in the three years when thefe contagious diftempers were 
fo fat~l) bring the average-number of deaths up to 37 9-I3ths, as 
has been flated in the notices refpetting the houfe. 

Barham houfl! of incJu!try. Average-number of poor inhabi
t:mts. annually. for five years, as appears by the notices, 222; 

a\fcragc-numbcr of deaths, 42. In this houfe, alfo. the (mall
pox prc\'ailed for two years, and deftroyed 127 of the inhabi
tants j the average of deaths, otherwife, would not have been 
fo high. 

Semer houfc of inclu tlry. 
jn the hou fl:, ann ually, from 
of deaths, 26. 

Average-number o( poor inbabitants 
its iufiitutioll. j 80 i annual number 

St OW hOllff of induftry. Annual aver3ge-numh~1' of poor in
habit~n t s) tn the haufe. about 200; of deaths. annually~ 24: but. 
in this hOllft·, a putrid fever prevailed three years, and w~s fatal to 
163 people: the ave rage. omitting theft! three years, and taking it 
for ten yea.rs only, is 15 in a year. 

]n the nine houfes of indu!l:ry which have been the objects of ou r 
attention, there are. ccnftantly, one year with another. 1750 poor 
inhabi tan ts. men, women, and children. 

In the fJme hOllfes there happen, annually. two hundred and 
forty-five deaths, as the number appears by the averages taken. . 

The number of deaths to the number of inhabitants, annu
ally" in all the houfcs of jnduftry in Suffolk is, therefore, as 
1"'10 7 one. third .. or nearly one~feventh of the number dies 

'cry year. , 
It fllould be recalled to the reader's mind, that the inhabitants are 

" " 

compared of children, from t>irth. to the ages of 12, 13, or 14. when 
they are bound apprentices or get f!:lvices: the chance of life in thi, 
earl y age is futh as, in the: hcaltllielt: towns, not half the number is 
.1iv< at tne age of II ..... J!P~.", S<OUl the table. in Dr, Price'. 

Supplement 
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Supplemwt to his Obfervations on Revcl'fionary Payments ; of 
old people. whore work is done j anti of poor, of all ages, who, 
from fickner5 and infirmity, are IInnhk to mail1t~jn themfclvcs. 
Such being the dcfcription of p:mpcrs admitted into theJ~ houfes 
of indllfiry. it muil: again be obfcrvcd that no compariion C311 be 
made between the chance of life, of fuch inhJ.bitJnts, lnd of tho[~ 
inhabiting in cities, towns, or vilktges. in genel'al; bec3u(e. in the 

. firft infiancc, are comprizl.!d only the very young, the very old, and 
the infirm rind tlifcafcd j and thefe arc a1(0 poor, and of impo
vcriJhed blood. am\ conftitutions weahned by the effeCts of po
verty; whereas the tables in Dr. Price's Supplement to hi s Rc_ 
verfionary Payments, and in the publications of other political 
arithmeticians. comprehend people: of all ranks, orders) and fitu
ations. in life, as well the healthy and the .ohuft as the infirm 
and the di.feafed j ;'1S well p-:ople of all ciaWes, ~a thore periods 
when the chance of human life is greateft, as at thofc when it is 
the leaf! .• 

The queftion of the comparative chance of human life, in thefe 
houfes, muft, therefore, be left undetermined by any comparitoll 
with fueh chance in general; and. probably, the qucfiiun would 
be more fairly tried, could a comparifull be made between the mor .. 
t~lity in the parifhes incorporated, before ruch incorporation took 
place, and fuch mortality lince, taking into the account the 
number of the poor of each parilh. who have died in the houfes of 
indllftry. , 

The cfictl: thefe illfiitlltions have had, with refpea to popula_ 
tion, might alfo, by meall S of fuch comparative refeal'ehes, be more 
accurately <lfcertained, were it likely that fuch inquiries would be at

tended by certain information. which ~rob3Lly might he the ciJfc. 
wilh rcfpea to the comparative number of d\!<lths, by meallS of the 
pariul-regifters, and the books of the rdpcClivc houfcs j but that 
part of th(" qlleftion. which re(DeEts comoar3tive poPlllatj~, could 

not. 
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Dot. by any dirctl: inquiry. be afcertained. and can only be com
puted from the births and burials in the parilhes. which would af
ford, by 110 means, an exaCt: refult. 

On the whole. this quellion mull be .Ieft in doubt. for the pre
fent. To judge from every appearance attending the· interior of 
the houfes of indullry. no one could hefitate to declare that they 
mufr tend to increafe the chance of human life, and to increafe 
the population of the dillriCl.: the fame judgement mull be de
duced from all theoretic proofs, rcaroning from probable, nay, al
mo{\: net-drary, con(equente&. But when the comparative num
ber of the living to the dead) taken annually, appears to be only as 
feven one-third to a unit; or. in other words, that the chance of 
Jife, in a houre of indufirYt ill uut equal to dght years; the faCt 
Jlrikes fiIongly, and occafions the judgement upon the quefiion to 
remain fufpended. 

But fiill two great points are determined in their favoul': they 
certainly tend to meliorate the morals of the poor, anc. they alfo 
tend to diminiCh die burthen of the expenfe attending their majnte
nance: that the other pvint is not, on experience, determined in 
their favour a\ro, arifes from the difficulty of acquiring every infor
mation neccffary to its inveftigation~ and from the inability of the 
writer to <'Ipply, with plccifion and certainty of proof, futh fads as 
he had obtained: he {till believes that this point will, whenever it 
falls under the pen of a more ..accurate inquirer, and an able politi
cal nrithmetician, conduce alfo to the recommendation of difil'itt 
incorporated houfcs of induftry, as tending to incrcafe the chance 
of life and population. 

I cannot take leav. of thi. 'fubjetl. without animadverting upon 
fo'!,lc information rrceived n.rpil&ldg the llifi'atisfaction of the poor 
at the firn cre8ion of houfes of indufiry, which broke out in riot~ 
ous procccdings.a and, in fome -inftanccs, occafioned a great addi
tional cxpenfe to rhe incorporated hundreds; the fpirit of J iot 
having proceeded fo far as to p:# i!qwn. the building' .,-eCltd, and 

to 
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to commit otber Bagranl ,ds of outrage. It i. a well-known faa, 
proved by long experience, that the dar. of people, conftituting 
what is called. mob, i. never colleCted and exciled 10 mifchief, but 
at the inftigation of an individual, or fome few individuals, who 
poirOD the minds of their uninformed but well-meaning neighbours; 
there are men generally of a e1ars a little [uperior 10 the mob itrelf; 
they arc men who mix in convc:rfation with them at the ale-hollCes, 
at the (hop-keepers. and at barbel's ihops i are in general intcrtfted 
cunning people, who, under the mafk of van humanity, tender 
affeCtion, and kind re&ard, foe their poor neighbours, in frigate: them 
to tbefe and fimilar acts of oUtI'agc. Examine the fituatiol1s in life, 
the habiu, the connections, of thefe people, when their fecret machi
nations are difcovered by the dl'tCls of open riot and mirf:hief, and 
they fiand the confeffed encourage" of the mob: it mult firike 
every inhal)itant upon the fpot, that a trifling degree of attention to 
the condua of this defcription of people would h.ve demonfiratcd 
before tht faa; that thore very individuals would be guilty of that 
clandefiine incitement of the mob of the neighbourhood to the vcry 
deed of riot which Ims been committed, 3nd confequently it would 
be proper in. 3 dilhiCl, where ruch 3n incorporation is intended, to 
be watchful of the conduCt and converfation of that defcription of 
men, whore imerefts will be molt: injured by a plan of this nature. 
and to oppofe the dfea. of their congerfations on the minds of the 
poor, by every means which prudence can devife and the laws will 
fan{tion. 

Was any arlditional inducement wanting to recommend difiritt 
hou(es of indullry, the p:uticul:tr fituation and temper of the times 
would be that inducement; the lower alders of the kingdom are 
now preffing on the next, and the toe of the peafant truly galls the 

• kibe of the courtier) that relief which formerly was l and {ljIJ o\l:~ hr 
to be, petitioned for IS a favour, .., now frcquentJy demanded a:, .1 

right; that idlencf50 and jntemperance, which [ormedy le:wctJ to he 
obfer¥CdJ now obtrufively IlrcilA4IJ"ard to fight j the pa uter is lUl 

lon£ct 
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longer fatisfied with his allowance, nor the labourer with his hire; 
the faint rumou r of difiant atrocities, which difgrace human na~ 
ture, reaches the ear of the multitude cle3.nfed from the blood and 
carnage, and afTomes to them the pleafillg !hape of liberty and pro
peay: the only clafs of mell who have the power to calm the riling 
fiorm are thofe in the middling ranks of life, and they are as much 
intercfied to preferve things as they arc as any other rank in the 
fiate: property is the only folid bulwark of the nation; for, thofe 
who pofl"els it have a natural delict to prc:ferve it. and our laws and 
our confiitutioll mull fiand or faU with it j befides, the danger lies 
immediately beneath this defcription of people: dilliia houfe, ot 
indufiry con[olidatc all the men of property. refident in the county, 
in the l~m1t: la.uuable plan.i the pH:fervation of induftry, good order, 
and a religious fen timent, among the million; the fe~ gentlemen of 
fortune, who refide in the county meritorioufly. tak~ an 3Ctive part 
in an the incorporated houfes; the beneficed clergy refident there 
al[o do the fame, and it does them honour, for it is equally their 
duty as their inttrell:: fo alfo do the more opulent yeomanry of the 
county, a body of men fif the fira: confequence to the preferv:1tion 
of peace and order: permit. therefore, an individual, who thus 
freely de<:lares his fentimcnU on a {ubjeCt not generally underflood, 
to alfert, without the imputation of prefumption or arrogance, that 
equ3lJy the duty as the intt!l'cfis of government call on them to 
encourage thefe inLlitutions by every mode , in their power; let 
evcry influence be made ufe of by them, and every perfuafion, by 
men of rank and fortune, to eftablilh houfe. of indu(hy throughout 
the kingdom i they will pl°.eteOt, by anticipation of the caufe, a more 
lure barrier to the infolcnt attcru.pJs of (edition and the prefs of de
mocratic violence, lban III ce; ~cks in Europe, and they will 
pro~e a morc fecure defence of liberty and property. rightly un
derfto<><l. than tIu: beft-difciplincd ftancJjn~ almy. 

LETTER 
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BEFORE this fubjeCt, of fo much importance to us and our 
poflerity, is finally elored; before any recapitulation is at .. 

tempted of thoCe points to which the minifier of this ki.ngdom 
muft feel himfelf on every principle of duty to his fovereign. and 
to all ranks of his countrymen, and by every obligation of reg;\rd 
to his own unfuUled reputation. bOllnd to attend; il may be pro~ 
per to. ruggeft that the code of poor .. laws. which regulates the COll

duct of upwards of {even millions of hi, majetly's {ubjeas, j, a 
vague, unconnected, inconflflent, piece of patch-work, in which 
there is no nic~ty of workmanfilip, no dove-tail exactnels of joinery : 
but the orifl,inal (tarute of the 43d of Elit. fiands. like fome other 
elegant pieces of gothic architeCture in this kingdom. expored to 
the eyes of tafre and criticifm, with a prop in one place, an addi
tion jn another. each prop and addition, neccfTary) moA: probably. 
to fuppon and render ufcful the original building. fomewhat 
weakened by the flux of time and the alteration of circumCbnces ; 
but certainly not conducive, in the manner they ha\'e been added, 
to elegant appearance of the whole of that ftruaure, whofe foun
dation, being in times paft bottomed iB humanity, jl1ltice, and policy, 
will reflect to ages yet unborn .a credit on that country which Jaid 
the foundation. and reared the humane and necelt'ary, ahhol1gh at 
prefent expenfivc, incompetent, and unfightly, fuperftratture. 

Our highways were a few years ago managed and the conduEt 
of them regulated by acts of parliament, coUe£tcd from different 
parts' of the code of fb.tutcs, in a manner fomewhat fimilar to OJlr 
poor-laws ; bllt not fo·diffufed over a legiOation of centuries; nor 
a tenth part fo intricate in their invdtigation and applic:nion; nor 
a thoufandth pan fo important in 1beir effeCts on the happinefs of 
the multitude: but a !toady light has been thrown 011 thofe luws, 

by 
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by reducing them under one ploin intelligible act I and th. road. 
throJoghout the greateft part of the kingdom are become good, with~ 
out the inhabitants freUQg any confi'derable -clpcnfe; that lucidui 
ordo. which has done fo much OR our highways, would alro do 
good in the cottages of the POOl', m the l'.eil:ries of our cburches, 
and on the benches of our magiftl1lles I and it i. a 'elf.eyident 
truth, that a fyftem of legilialioD. by which all the fubjects of 
England and Wales are to be guided. ,and on which no inconfwer 
roble part of the'r property, happinefs, and cc.lUfo"" nay, poffibly, 
the exillence of many thouf.nd. of th .... , tlepettd, lhould be plain and 
explicit; that thofe who run may read, and that all who read may 
undedl:and : this is to be effeCl:ed in a plain and intelligible manner., 
in one eomprehenG!o; att, preferving the 43d of Elizabeth as the 
citadel, and the neceff'ary additions to, or e¥plin~,ions of. it as 
outworks. • 

Another preliminary obfervation iJ al(0 neccffary! - whatever may 
be the rule laid dawn by the leginarur< for the condutt Qf the na· 
tion with refpect to the poor, It fhould partake of the nature of 
municipal law i it fhould enforce what is right, and prohibit what 
i:t wrong j ana, if right muft be eriforcod. and wrong prohibited by 
pen.ltie., thoft: pertalti .. fbould not appear in the ftatute. book 
.only, but in the revenue mired for the maintenance of the poor; 
they arire from nonfeafance or misfeafance; both of them di mi. 
nilliing the revenUe of the po., or waRing it when raifed: as Coon 
a. the fore i. felt llIIould the f.1.e alib; tbis may be done I not by 
fubjetting the adminiftntion of 1he poor-law. to a new category of 
penalties, but by making the old the immediate and unavoidable 
"onIeque""" of the ouen.,. ,. t.t iheIlo lUUM Would tho 'Poor.laws 
be,. well uccuted, or llui ...... iii'II'.-i!IIl ,.,..'th. poor be increafed by 
the neglea: of it. m~n'#rs, withont fome fpecific plan of this 
'kind, C1Iery new regulation will only be a new ftumbling.black • 
.and will bring an increaf. of expenfe, nat of revenue. 

A lninilUr 
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A miniller who willies to make ufe of tbe height of his power and 
authority, to aJieviate the miferies of the poor, and rave his country 
from a long ruin. impending from that very alarming quarter, mll{\: 

for a time di vell himfelf of the thirfl: of popular fame: j or at leaft 
he mull emulate a famous charaCter of antiquity; murt bej",illm 
with the Jove of that popularity which follows, not that which is 
followed. The prere"t critical fiw3tion of the kingdom, with n:fpecl 
to foreign politics; may be fuggdhd as a fearful, or at lCJft an im
prudent. time, to attempt much regulation at home j but the regula
tion which is wanted is in favour of the milli.on; in favour of their 
l,herty,; in favour of tbe revenue raifcd for their maintenance; in 
favour of the general induLtry of the mars of his majeLty's [ubjec,, : 
it is to their cafe; to thc::ir comfort; to the m~mfortable main
ten~nce of the~relves, their fire. fides, and fam~s. this regulation 
tends. Wh~m will it affect in a contrary light? not people of rank; 
not people of property; not the honefi i not the indull riaus j not 
the aCtive.: - but, if it did) thofe of this defcription feci they h;J.lt 
J'ather rake the leffer in, than run a rHk of undergoing the greater; 
• 
they had rather part with. a trifle than lofc all Hut whom would 
th is firiCt-nefs of difcipline in thefe iuaane"s affeCt:? the idle, the 
lazy, or the difhonc£t, only. And can a minifier of fiate either fear 
the opprobrium of thefe l or ~re whether he pecrerves his popu
larity among them 1 No, he will an(wer, with the fame great cha
raCter of antiquity jult: alluded to: ./i'll/II e)1 i1'l'lJidiD ii, cQnjiruD"dD 
republica fuft~pta, ItZdat invidoJ, mihi val tilt ad g/IJriam. 

Permit me to dwell a little l~nger on this topica permit a few 
egotifms to e{cape my pen without tainting the writer with the re
putation of arrogance or prefumption. 1 have acted fome years as 
a magifiratc, and am confcious. that, from neglect: and inattention. 
I poffibly may have beeD the ClIU". either that tbe revenue belo~g. 
ing to the poor in my nei,bfX,urhood bal, in tome in fiances, been 
negleaed in raifing, or diminifbed by improper application: thefe 
arc faWI •• venial undoubtedly; but they are Cuch. as had a penalty 

Y y attached 
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att4(hed itfelf inevitably to each omiffion of, or inattention to, 
duty, fomewhat more would have been gained by the poor in in
creare of revenue, or decreafe of cxpendilure; becaufe. either my 
pride or my parfimony, difliking the record of the inattention, fK 

the payment of the penalty, my duty would have been done with 
fupcrior attention. 1n a fi~ilar manner I lhould conceive other 
rnagiftrates and oveneers of the poor would feel in fimitar inllance5 , 
if fo, undoubtedly would the execution of the poot-Iaws be en
forced by thef. mean' with greater llriB:nefs of difcipline, and 
many thoufand. of pounds be faved to luch of his - majelly" fub
jects as contributt to the maintenance of the poor; and~ poffibly, 
("me thoufands of lives of the poor themfclve. might be fnatched 
ftom an untimel., 

If flight prnal confequettees, following inltances of negleB:, with 
the fame unnerring certainty as the night follows thf; day, would 
have a good eff'efl on the execution of this code, what filould pre
vent fueh regulation taking place 1 a fear left magiftrate$ fhould be 
deterred from taking the d,JilflMS PDttj/attm upon themfelves is tqe 
anfwer: but no futh fear ought to be admitted; there is no occa
fion for it; the infertion of a name in the commiflion of the peace 
is now frequently (oitched ·n an honour. and the lord-lieutenants 
.)f counties are looked op to 3S great patrons of provincial eonfe~ 
que nee and power: but duties are to be performed. and fervjces to 
be e.eouted, by all perfon. pla<ed in offi ... of power and con[e
quence; and it ",ay be depended on, that fuch is the thirit for 
... thodty, that the oBice would, be [olicited, although the duties 
of it were to be man rigotoufiy exafled, 

This .idea has, already, !>ten ilion fwlly esplob.ed, ...,d the heods 
of an al.\ of parllament,-~'lhiI"fiIbjr<lt, roughly Ikctched, in 
a 'pampbl~t whiel\ ."., {abm;"", to the attention of the public 
wlttn Mr. Gilbe9t', Bill was before the Houfe of Commons,- To 

• Derence of the Statutc-, paffed in the -430. Y cu of El Izabeth, c.onc:errung the Employ
ment ilnd Rehef of the Poor, 'WilD ~roFo!a1s far c-nrorciflg it. Sold by Dtbrcic, :lhd D. 
Wbill:: tno. SOD. • 
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retail now. in this traCt, • plan fo little noticed when the topit 
agitated the caun",y, would be inlpcrtiDcnt i becaufc, had the 
prop~fition then defe .. vod attention. it m~y be fuppofe<l i, ,would 
have obtained it j 3S it did not, the repetition of it here w,,~1d Vtl 
{crving up a kind of (rOflfb( rt,ot1~J very little palatable tCA molt 
feaders. 

But, however, tbe fad: certai,lly is now as it was then. No 
act of the legiOature can be efficient for the purpor~ if not oxq
cuted. We may make laws fur ever and for ever j they may 
fwell the pages of the llatute-book, and ferve to till up the 
{helves of our library, but are a mere wane of paper, words, 
and time. jf not en(oreee:!: "'JllC mHOS 410uid.. thfirefore, be 
invented, not to multiply our pepal fancti. but to limplify 
and render unavoidable the exoc.ution of our laws. Suppofing 

• that to be done, we {hould proce¢, in the poor· laws. ju{\: as a 
• prudent man, in his po{[effions and economy. who is math:r of 

a large fa '!lily : he would, in the /irll place, make his elbtes de
rived from his ancefiors as pl'Od~ctivc as pomble. conft!quently, 
if he: thought that the prooig3lity, c3I'elerfne(s. or knaverYl of 
thore who had been in pofieffion of them in paft times, had 
wafted, negleCtod, or dirpofod of, any, without having right fo 
to do, he would attempt aU lc:pl means to recover what had been 
fo alienated or difpofod of I It .. would bimfclf occupy, or let \0 

good tenants, at improved rantl. what he po1felfod I he would bring 
hi. children up in habi., of economy, illdulWy. and fobriety I 
hi. fcrvants he would train to regularity, hoPC&y, diligQncc, ""d 
civility I h. would excllie a fingle.a of ""iffion of duty. but not 
a regular inattention 10 it I he would Iluni!h Ih~ vi\:iollJ, anp re
ward the deli:rving: and furely he would not, if b. b4d the power 
to prevent it, pC'IIli, an l\I .. h~ 10 ~ doli II IIi. dOQI's I he wobld 
~.xpea, tlult tile nutner9llt .... 1\1btn of hlt ·houfehold, or. at 
1001\,' aU .f thOl11 that could &Q fparcd,from the neccffal'Y domelli. 
Ilan...of tbe day, (which duties he would reduce into as narrow a 

y y • compaf. 
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comp,f. as pomble,) iliollid attend divine fervice once a ~k at 
Itaft, to return thanks to the Almighty for that ltate of regularity 
and comfortable order they have lived in during the lafr week, and 
to pray him to prolong it to another. 

If thofe, who have it in their power, have it al(o in their heart, to 
do fomewhat efficient in the code 'of poor-laws, they have only to 
extend the idea of fuch a family, fa regulated, to the great family 
of the nation: the plan is plain and praCl:icable l nay, poffibly the 
exifiing code has done, as far as dired:ion alQne can go, nearly the 
w!1ole bufinef.: little diteCl:ory is wanting, .... but, alas I too much 
executory. 

If the different members of this prudent man's family here al
luded to rcfufe t(rt<)bey, or are negligent of executing, his or
ders, and his wifdom is fa lulled aOeep, by the: cafe ,of his temper, 
or the indolence of his habits, that he is avcrfe to ,compulfion, 
the appearance of hi. houfdlold illfrantly change,; the exam
ple runs, like wild.lire, through the whole family l rhe peace
flll fcene of harmony, order, and decorum, vanillics, and he finds 
himfelf [oon placed in the midft of riot, profufion, intemperance, 
and ruin. 

To proceed to thdlluftrati"n 01 <hi, allufion: - our fellow-fub. 
jeel', in that part of the kingdom affeeled by the poor. laws, are 
the large fdmjJy, of which the legillature is the head or mafier. 
A large ellate has, by the bounly of our anceltors, been given us 
for the maintaining our poorer brethren: whether it may be pru. 
dent to r«laim ,hat portion of it 'which has, for many centuries, 
bren diverted from it. proper purportS, or wkether, in faCt. , it is 
iuft fa to do no ... is. doubtful point. confidering that the prefen. 
poffelfors, and their' im .. o6li,.;1Iredcoeffot., for ruch a lapfe of 
time, have enjoyC<i t!Ie' ''frut\uary poffi:ffion of the whole, not 
divided with thof<f .m, <lndoubtedly. at one time, had a right to 
a conlidcrable pO"ion"of it. md they have fo enjoyed it, neither by 

,. the 
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the fraud, covin, or bad faith, of thotl1felves, or their immediate 
predccelfors. 

But, whatever may be the opinion of the nation at large, or the 
feeling. of that rerpedablo daf. of our fellow-citizens. as to thele 
points, yet, it i. taken for granted that they arc jlill individually, 
in forne meafure, rerponfible for the religious fentiment and moral 
duties of that portion of hi. majefty"s rubjech, 'he tenth part of 
whofe fruits and perronal indullry they claim as their right j and it 
is conceived that themfelves would, were the que{\ion put to them, 
in general, anfwer, that ruth is their idea of the matter l therefore, 
would it not be proper that, where a duty arifes. a power (bould 
be there given adequate to enable the performance of the duty ~ 

This might be done by an act, conferring, within their refpeCtive 
parifhes, on the beneficed clergy, an authority, in the regulation 
and fupervifio~ of the poor, concurrent with, and equal to, the 
authority the ftatutes have given to magiftrates within the pre .. 
cinch of. their refpeEtive counties: futh authority, in all inllances 
of parifh~rclief. and in many othel' points, where authority confers 
confequence, would enable the clergyman of the parilh to perfuade. 
by ftrong arguments, the poor to attend fame place of wornlip con
fiantly, either the church, or the meeting-houfe of rome feet rlir
fentient from the church, if fuch lhouJd be in the parilh. and {ueh 
fhould be their religious tendefIcy; and, by inducements of inte
reft. they would be able alfo to rc:gulate their moral conduct, and 
allure them to an indu·nriou, life: the conf'fqlrlcnce would be, bet
ter morals and more induftry, which would meliorate the condi
tion of the poor, and djminilll the expeofe of their maintenance i 
while the clergy of tlu: eftabli1hed church might, by there means, 
honourably to themfelves, in the line of their clerical funCtion, 
and b .... liei.lly to tbo pref~nt and futura lif. of their paria,io~ers, 
.mll to reduce thofe burthenjQme UP.!'IC(" .-ilidl now lie fo hea~y 
on1h.1houlden of the laity princiPiJlll' This iJeing ,b, fa/:t, and 
{aell their duty, if the legiOatUfe .... ukl tbink. proper to connect 

authority 
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authof.ity with th.t duty, would not ,be nation have a jult riplt to 
cxp~ a benencial confequence ~ 

Another cftate ha, alfo bccn left by our a!lcohon for the fame 
purpof. , in t imes long lince the fonner, much of which it i. to be 
apprehended is now perverted to different ufe., by the knavery of 
fome and the care1.lfnds of others. for the recovery of which an 
Aa of Parliament- i, fiill in force. but not in ufe; this eftate, 
therefore, ought not to be loft to the purpof.s for which it was 

left, nor ought the act of padiament to become a dead letter, but 
rather an aClive inftrument to wreft thete eftates from the grafp of 
the prefent unlawful polfefl"ora. 

The third part of their revenue has been raifed for their fuppon 
and maintenance nearly two hundred years, and has, like the young 
difeafe of the poet, 

.(. Grown with our growth, a.o.d llrcogthcu'd willl our ftrength." 

This is certainly raifed with firian.f,. and expended with c~re
ldfners:, In the increment of this part of their revenue, nothing 
mon: ought to be done, too much having beet\ aone already; but, in 
the application of it, much reform may be made. Here then i. 
another point to wbich the attention Ihould be applied. 

The lalt. but not the lca£1:, proportion of their revenue arifes 
from their indiyidual induftry and labour: here again ought the at
tention to be find .. to an objeCi of the utmofi importance, in
,oh'ing in itfelf • mWtitudc of coDlidcrations J but tbey may be re
duced under. few goneral ~ •• 

A man of fobe. aD<! "J'l~~ of life. of good moral ... d reli
gious principl ... it man: 1jIieIfl'W'~operty by hard labour 
th.~ one of a (0ntAl)' ~ion, and 'he con[cquencc, which re
iul •• ao an indiyidlJal. re4llts ~ to a million, keeping the qUllltity . 

s.oifI#. ..... 1diWt U .. 43' Eli .. , 
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of work done, in a progreffive !bte, Illn IJlz./!u, with the number: 
therefore, if a ma'ltof regular habits of induftry, will earn 20/. per 
annum, twenty millions will be earned by a million: if, on the 
other hand, the individual lofes five pounds a year by idlcDcfs, and 
fpends five pounds in drink, the million will produce toward. their 
maintenance ten millions Jcfs; the conch.ifion which follows from 
the premifes is fa plain, that a recapitulation would be furplufage. 

Thus are the moral and religious duties of the mafs of mankind 
efTential objetts of attention to the interefts of finance as well as to 
the public good; and it is not, in many inftances, that fa remark .. 
able a coalition can be pointed out. Suppofing, therefore, this im
portant objeCt to be attended to, we win proceed to the next. 

The price at which labour is done follows of coude} and' here , 
the golden mu.im {bonld be again repeated,_u the'labourer is wor
thy of his )tire," When thefe pages were firIt entered upon, the 
prevailing idea of the writer, excited poffibly by a near view of hu
man mife.ry, was, that the labourer had not his hire; Of, in otheL' 
words, that his hire would not proou("e him the nece£r:uies of life, 
which it ought to do, and fome of the comforts al(o: the fame 
doubt fiill prevails in fame infiances, but they are exceptions only, 
not being {ufficient in number to form a general rule, and princi
pally are apl'arent in manufactures, when the demand for the com
modity is likely to be, or is "aUlllly, diminilbed by war or other un. 
avoidable taufes; although it is certain, that, on a different prind ... 
pIe and ftom • different <aufe. have manuf.t'hll~" diminHhed the 
prices of labour, viz. to jncre.re the 91'- of labour to be per
formed: this they have done with equal ptecition of logic. I in. 
ference, as dereli8:ion of moral principle 1 rpCgning in this manner; 
- A rna .. muft earn a ceullin fQ\t\ to fupport hi. family a cer~ain. 

time: dimini!h his t\l'agea in piue .. work.. giRn time, and the qus.n
tity done in the time will be incroolildr .. hi. family will .~ in 
want; whith he will not rull'er wlrile hit indQ{Uy can provent it. 
By tbd'e mean. we kill IWO binll .... ·•· '4ione, we gain b1 'up • 

• 
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plying ·tbe demand, and 'we gain by decreafing the price of labour: 
fo have reafoned the manufaCturers; btlt the arinciple ~!l wh~ch 
they, when rearoning thus, fuppofed _the pooT'man to aCt, is now 
almolt worn out; he will apply to the parilh rather rha" work 
-h i1 rrler to make up his ufual carnin,s l therefore~ in {uch inftantes, 
when they happen, manufacture lite .. ally preys upon agriculture. 

On the other hand. ' ~n agriculture thefe circumftan'ces cannot 
occur; the demand for labour is conftant, and nearly the faml':' 
throughout the yearj nothing, therefore. but individual -infiances of 
avarice in the employer arc nece£fary to be here guarded againfi in 
defence of the poor -and their rights, as far as the principle t( The 
labourer is worthy of his hire" extends; for, it bas been proved in 
thefe pages" that he in general is paid in thefe days by agriculture, 
in full conformity to the maxim, U The labourer 'is ,. worthy of his 
h· • Jre. 

The obfolete laws with ""rpect to jultic., rating the wage. of la
,bourers in agricullure, at their quancr.remons, therefore, 'need not 
,be revived, at kaft the interefb of -th,e poor do not requ-ire their 
.cxecuti~n j nor indeed were thcy ever intended to raife fo much as 
to deprefs the price M I.houf, . whttber it iii.." not "'" nec1fory for th, 
;"ttrt}l y 4iri.cti.ltur~,~ to:'rtgJlI4ti tbt'maximnm-priet of IODour, fo liS 10 
priftrve flmf! proport;oR bttween work anti price in irs extreme, iJ worth 
Iht confideration of thoft wI» €alcuI4/~ 41 wbat rale corn may be aJfordtd 
,. be fold, I,."ing,IN farm" 0 fair pr'.fit. 

The "aw of (ettlemeDt., end the conrequence, flowing from it, 
c~~,~fion an .. enormoul -draft' on thc 'poor's' rate; and diminifh that 
part of their revenue which ~rire}: from, their labouf, by re~(ain'ing 
them frorn going where they· tliiild make the "molt of it. 'It is pro
bable, if thefe law. WEre ",repe,io!t, f"-preferving at the fame time, or . . 
enacting anew, {",h reftrllntt as tend to prevent vagrancy, the la-
hour of the poor might be "'nliderably more productive; and !hey 
.. ould cnjoy a degree cf freedom they have a right to expea from 
.£oc:iety, if not inimicA! .. peace and good order: bot thi, · muft be 

touched 
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touched \-\ ith a tC'ndcr hand. The aCt of p.:lrliamctlt refpeaing 
friendly fodeties, whi<h p.fi"cd the laft fe(!jon, may polftbly be found, 
by the experjence of timet to do aU that need be done 00 the prin
ciple of increafing labour, by jncr~;I{jJ1g the facility of .choofing a 
refidcncc; yet it is a d,Juut, ""hethel' we ought to wait for tbis pro
vable, but di{tant, conlcquence. 

Nothing will do fo much in this point as early indufiry. Can it 
Le fuppoftd, that a !;cner.ltioll.of induftl10us adults will arire from 
a I ace of idle children ? Is the adage of the poet fa f.dfified by cxpc. 
lienee, 2S to prove that the tree will be inclined Icverfdy to the 
bending of the t\o\ig ? Valcfs we conceive pel fcvCI ing indullry and 
:l life of hard labour will be taken up, and the habit continued with 
equ.\l rCJdinefs and bcility as our nccefTary IepaaS Dud hours of re· 
pufe, we atl ag:infi QUI convic1I011, b) expecting the mall to be in
t1ulbious. ,:ho, when abo)' , wa, permitted to hve ill idlenefs. 
Schools of intluflry \\Quld df,a much good in this rctpeB, and an 
Jpplicatiol} of lume palt of the poor's rate to this purpoic is ill 
llllJOn as well with the letter as with the fpint of our poor
la\\ s. 

HouflS of indufiry appeaL" flom the review which has been had 
of the general theory fcfpea ing them, :111d 31fo from ~~c inrpeCtion 
of (lich as are fituated within that county which fira made the ex
periment. to tend to every good end: they, by the means of found 
morality, religious duties, good onl!!!', economy, and fobriety, make 
the revenue arifing from the indulby of the poor more produCtive, 
and expend lef:) in their maintenance j at the tame time, thlt main
tenance is the lefuh of an union of cleanlinefs, decency, and whole
fom e plenty; the leverfe of what we fee in the cottagtl the reverfc
of what we fee in the p:lI dh wOlk-haufe. But it is much to be fear
.d thefe. houfe. of induftry muft be allov.ed, fro.m the vifibly g~o<l 
dfc8:i of them apparent to the fenftbAa,part of the nation, ro take 
their ildtions llowly in the land, and cannot, with lafcly, pe ob
truded on our countrynlen bJ the ft.t 9£ .,;.. Icgiil.tl!IC. I 

• Z z . \1 he·, 
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When youth h., b<en trained to labour by habit, and, that ha
bit has been encouraged by rewards, the honorary and lucratiye fpur 
thould not teafe; nor lhould young people, fa educated, be per ... 
mitted to remain flationary, poffibly to become retrogrcffive, fl:om 
the incitement being removed in maturer Iife~ of which they have 
experienced the effect in earlier days. Much morc can be done by 
rewards than punilhment. and the code of poor.laws at prefent 
holds out nothing but punifhment j departing far from the princi
ples of divine retribution, which, while it threatcll$ with tre
mendous punithmcnt the bad. offers eternal rewards to the de
ferving. 

The: motle :lnd the means of foJ/owing fo excellent an example 
have been hinted at, and poHibly the effed may be greater than the 
imaginatiull CUll conceive. To corroborate this idea. fomething may 
be collcl.1ed from amidfi the l1laf~ of human mife; ies which now , 
Jays wafie a neighbouring country: the French troops are un· 
d()ubtedly brave, perfevering, and determined; ignominy, together 
with the up.lifted axe, {hike their attention on the om.: hand. re· 
wards, fuiting their ehthufiaflic ideas. or rdicvillg their r:xtreme po
verty, on lhe other. God forbid that our fellow~fubjeCt s fhould 
ever fed tbf.Jmpulfe: to a difcharge of duty from the uplifred axe! 
It is equally to be wilhed that they may <:xperitllce rhe incitement 
iJOI1l rhe foftering hand of n:ward. 

But neither puniflmlents will intimidate from wrong, nor will 
rewards allure to right, while [eduction, in the femblance of 3ui
des of excife, ftrides, with an unbounded fiep, through this dc~ 
voted countl y) while tbe nnancier a~d the ruoralift. the pulpit and 
the: treafury, are at variance J and the defalcation of revenue, by a 
decrement of drunkenner,. ~. more dreaded by the government than 
baa morals and a diJfolule people. Jf ale-houfe, mull prefervo 
the;'- ubiquity, if the village mull, by means of thefe hot· beds of fe
<luttion, partake of the vices of a populous town i the populous town 
()f an overf:rown metrouoJi" bccaufe the trcafury·coffers rcqlf.ire 

replenilh-
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replenifhing. in vain are all our endeavours to prcfcrvc morality; 
the will difappear from among U'. and debauchery, with his com_ 
panions, will take her place: it has been the caf~ I it is fo now, 

~ and the effects are vifiblc tluoughout the land; although the re
mote, but certain, confequcnces are not attended to. Here fbould 
the determined patriot !trike; at this he Ihould aim the Jh3£t9 of his 
eloquence, not at a change of political party, making an inveCtive 
on political mc;)Jurcs the means; all nonfenfe to the milJioD; 

who, whatever adminiOration rules, mull live, and ought to 
Jive comfortably. Let the true patriot give them the chance 
of living 'foherly, by exciting the legiOature to remove, from their 
too caly grafp, the temptation to vice: that being done, they 
will live induflri (llI f1y, ~nd become a benefit, not a burthell, to the 
community. • 

Such are .he principal objeCts which ought to tb ike the attention 
of the patriotic fla tc!man as he rurveys the va!\: horizon which the 
view of oqr poor, their rights, duties. and the laws refpcding them, 
otfer<; to his contemplation. If what has been advanced in thefe 
pages has the good fo!tune to point out any leading feature in the 
Jandfcapc lo his notice, and fociety iteelf, or the pooreft individual 
ill it. receives any benefit from ruch an incitement of .,.-.attention, 
the purpoJe of the writer has beon anfwered, - he ha l> ndt employed 
himlelf in vain. 

J. E T T E R XLIX. 

T HE legif1aturc ga".e its" fanElion to no ?cncl ~1 aCt lefpcEt~:,g 
the poor, from the time that Mr. Gilbert s plan met lts 

fate~ as has been mentioned, until the feffion of parliament which 
was h~ld in the year J7'13 ; except that, by the 13ft claulc to an act 

" Z Z :2 paffed, 
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patTed in 119', to explain and amend the Vagrant-Aa, it was 
enaCted, th:H, if it {h:11i be made appear to two jufHces of the 
peace that any poar perron ihall not ufe proper means to get em
ploynlent, 0J. if he is able to work, by his negleCt of work. or 
by 111endmg his money in alc~houfesJ or places of bad repute, &c. 
he ihall not apply a proper portion of his earnings to the mainte. 
nance of hi, wife and family, aDd they /hall become chargeable to 
their parifh, he fhall be deemed an idle ann diforderly perron, and 
puninlcd as fueh. 

By 33 Geo. Ill. c. 35. fome alterations were made in the act 
paired, in the twenty.fecond year of his prefl'nt Majefl,. for th.: 
better relief and employment of the 1'001'; but, in the mean time, 
many difbiLts <lnd parilhcs had, individually, applied for, and ou
tained, ;'Ifh of parliament fvl incorporati ng themfdves, and ma
naging their own poor, in a manner different from lh:H efiablinled 
by the fiatut~-Iaws of the realm. 

It has been rcma I ked, in a preceding letter, that but few, if any, 
palifhcs had taken the benefit of. and carried into executiou, the 
plan formed by 1\1r. Gilbert in lhe nat ute alluded to; and a rcafon 
for that peculiarity ha; been fllggeftcd: but, by the bill pane(\ thi ::. 
feffion, i~c;ars, that all the clauies in that :tfr weIC not fo per
fed: 8S .to~ave nothing in uncertainty,; and that the wording 
of one or two of them. for want of necefrary trchnical precifion. 
might ,nvolve the pariihes incorporat ing themfclvcs in difputes and 
lawfuits. It was cnaCted, II That two.third s, in number o.nd va~ 
ine, of pcrfons qualified. according to the recited act, who fhall at
tend at aDY public meeting., and fignify their approbation of the 
proviCions of the aCt, · lhaU be a fufficient compliance with the rc
cited proviflon:' Thil amendlaent was. intended to prevent thofe 
who did not choofc to attend the meetings afterward coming for
wald, and oppoiing the m .. fure when tbe pArifl,e. had incurred an 
.xpenfe. 

The 
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The f.tond daufe i" to enable the two-thirds of the owners 
and, occupiers of land to recommend two guardians of the poor, 
if they fhall be of opinion that one will not be equal to the 
duty. 

The third claufe is, to enable all the parifhes uniting to re
lieve their ca(ual poor, conjointly, and in the (arne proportion 
as they are direded to contribute for the general purpofcs of the 
faid act. 

Thefe were certain ly necdfary amendments to the twenty-fccond 
of Geo.lIl. c. H3 . Btlt the objections pointed out by Sir F. M. 
Eden. in the firft volume of his Hifiory of the Poor, page 366, 
are not fa obvious. 

He fays, - That few incorporations of pnrilhes have taken place 
\lnde r the att,is not to be wondered at, when it is confidered that, 
" althougl. it eOlpO\Vers the parifhes uniting to borrow money, on the 
fccurity of the poor.rates. it direCts. that the perCont fent to the poor
houfe thajl" be maint .. inetl at the general expenfe of the parifhcs uniting. 

Sc:Clion 24. of th is aft, undoubtedly fo dirctl:s. Anti it fay s, 
.. according to the terms and in the proportions direCted and pre
ferilled by Jhis aa." 

I muft confers myfelf unable to fee any objection \0 this clau[c. 
The pOOl' fent to the houfe are maintained by the confolidated fund 
formc:d of th.e poor's rates of the i.ncorporated parilhes, or for which 
thofe rates are mortgaged, and, of courfe, the poor in the houfc: 
mun be maintained at the general expenfe of the parialol uniting, 
as they mull: be maintained out of that fund: and J am more in
duced to think thot no folid objeClion ha. appc.rcd to this claufe, 
beeaufe it efcaped the notice of thofe applying for the amendment 
1n J 793 : neither can nluch doubt remain on the mind. of magif. 
trat .. with refpeCt to the fending cbildren of the j>09r to the Iioute 
under the 30th fection of this .a. 

It fays , that all infant·cbildren of tender years, and who~ ffom 
.. cident or mi,fortune, !hill! b",ome ,hatgcable, may be C~ot, &, . 

.. But , 
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CI But, if the parents or relations of any poor child rent to ruch 
houfe 1hall dcfire to receive and provide for (llch poor child, and 
fignify the fame to the guardians, at their monthly meeting, the 
guardi.11lS f11l11, and they are hereby required to, difmifs futh 
child from the (aid poor~houfe." - C1 Nothing herein-contained 
111<111 give any power to (eparate any child, or children, under 
the: age of {even years, from their parents, without the con Cent of 
·fuch parents ." 

I fhould conceive the meaning of this dauCe to be, that all in .. 
fant-children who !hall become chargeable may be rent to the poor
houfe j but, if the parents or relations of a chilJ fo rent {haH 
apply to the guardians, at a monthly meeting, they may take their 
child OUl again to provide for it; and that dlildren under the :age 
of (even years Ihall not even be .font to the poor-1,loufl! without 
the Jeave of the parents. The argument, at the (effioQ.s at King
fion, the learned baronet rightly obferves, turned 011 a difft:rcnt 

• 
POlllt. 

Rather later in this [c1lion, by chapter 54, were the friendly 
focieties within the kingdom put on a new, fecure, and refpcCtable, 
footing; and an inftitution which origi.nated voluntarily among the 
beft-conditiooed of the mafl of his majefty's fubjeEts, earning thei r 
fubfiftence by their daily labour, and which was calculated) as it 

. refpeCts thenlfehtcs, on every principle which can do credit to a 
human being) whore (ole patrimony is his ability to labour i and, as 
it rtfpe8s their countrymen, from whom the poor~(ate is taken, 
with a laudable intention to relieve them from the burthen which 
might be laid OD them by the infirmiti.,. and accidents of life the 
fubfcribing ... mcmbcn are fubjeCt to, and to let a good c.ample of 
economy and prudence to theV f1:llow~l.bourers i received, by the 
means of the zealous and unceafiog attention of Mr. Rofe to every 
matter which refpet1s the inrerefts of Plis kingdom, a llabitity from 
the legitlature, which gave, to what wu before the pa/fing of this 
W, an airy nothing, a local habitation, and a name: but, as tbe' 

ad 
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all: itfelf has been commented upon at large, in a former letter, the 
heads of it {hall not be again repeated. 

In converfation ;"ry lately with a gentleman high in office in the 
Court of Chancery, on the fubjc ... '\. of the poor, he c~prelfed his 
general approbation in thong terms of this ad; but obferved, that 
his fituation gave him proofs of the inconveniellce attcndmg one of 
the ciauies, which coatts that treafurers, &c. alall render accounts 
and pay over balances: H And, in cafe of neglect or rdufal to deli .. 
vel' [uch account, or to pay over futh moneys, or to affign, transfer. 
or dehvt:r, fuch fecucities or funds in manner aforc:faid. it {haJJ and 
may be lawful for every fuch fociety, in the name of tht: treafurer 
or tI unces thereof, to exhibit a petition in the High Court of 
Chancery, or the Cotlrt of Exchequer, or the CoUI'! of Seillon in 
Scotlanrl. or the Courts of Great Semons in Wales. whieh (hall • 
and mny Piocced thereon in a (ummary way, and make (ueh or-
ders thereupon. on hearing al~' parties concerned, as to fuch court 
in dircret,lon fllaU fcem jult. And. by fcc. 9. no fee. reward, erno· 
lument, Of gl3tuity, whatfoever, (hall be demanded, til ken, Of re
ceived. by any ufficer 0r mininer of that COllrt for :my matter or 
thing done i.n purruance of this 'aa." He alfo' rernal kcrl, that, if 
this had been left with the quarter-feffiolls. it would have Caved the 
parties much time and expenfe. which un3voiciably were il1CUlI'l'd 

from the 3.pplic:1tion to the higher courts. although no cofts could, 

be given i and, as that was the cafe, tbe treafurers. &C. might 
continue. and had continued, their refufal until attached by the 
procds of the court for contempt.- -

It appears, 1,0m tbe very able tre.tife on the police of the 
metropoli, by a magifirate, that upward. of. £eventy thoufand 

• This ob(crvation has c:cminly mm:h ttllth in it ~ :lI\d it i~ Co be IameJlted, th, t the 
",Iucr nad not heen con6dered 10 a.. 10 ..... _tod~rd I c1aufe fO thlt putpofc III 

tbe .a wblcb p:ored 3$ GII!O. m. ,. .It • ....I.ida C9t- liM power. of the Fru:ndly. 
SOCtctl All. 
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I"milies arc benefit .. d. by the heads of them being members of 
friendly focictie~) wi thin the biBs of mortality. Page 166. 

The fame very intelligent magifi:rate informs us, in a note to 
page J64. thilt it is efiimated, in the peerent extended and improved 
flare of the metropolis, there are 162,000 inhabited houfes. {up
p",{cd to contain about 240,000 families. including lodgers of every 
Jeic riptioll. rdiding in nearly 8000 ftrcets, lanes, atley., courts. 
:md [qua res. 

It is fuppofed. that this number of familie. i. not confined te> 
the bills of mortality j therefore, no exaEt comparifon can be made 
between the number of families benefited by the friendly [oeleries. 
and the number of families inhabiting within the bills ot nlOrtality~ 
hy the information derived from this author t but we al10 find in 
the fam e puLlic.ltion, under till; article Inftitutions for Chari tabk 
Purpo{cs. 600 friendly focieties in the metropolis and, its vicinity 
now incorporated by act. of p:lrliament, compoftd Clf mechanics 
and labouring-people, who diflribute to fuch as are members, Othl 

for fllncrals. 36.000 I. a year. raifed by monthly payments. 
Although no precife comparifo ll con be drawn from this infor

mation between the number of poor inhabitants in the metropolj, 
and its vicinity, and the number benefited by friendly {aeieties, J1111 
enough appears, if the information be corred. to convince us that 
R Jarge proportion of that clnfs of inhabitants. who are likely to be 
at forne time in their livei a burthen on the poor-rates, does already 
partake of the benefit of thefe focieties in London and its vicinity : 
probably, nearly a. gre-at a proportion is benefited by them in the 
country. If futh be the faft, or in proportion with the extent of 
Cuch a faa, any encouragement, compatible with prudence, that 
mal,eno '0 Cpread the good ariling from them !till wider among 
the mars of our population, muil be productive of general benefit i 
as it will tend to {uperft:de, or Icncier needlefs, ..any meafure to in. 
t\'Oduce a umilar cffi:it. under the f~ of a parochi:11 funo, which, 
however excellent in its thtoretic princjpl~, wjJ1, it is feared, if it 

arife! 
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arif" not from. volunt.ry principle. be attended with too large 
an expenfe, and too lax an attention of thofe concerned in its exe
cution, to be ultimately cff'eaive. 

There is undoubtedly. felfifh. but yet a prudent, principle at
tending thefe friendly focietie., which exclude. all thofe who are 
not likely to become profitable members; the aged. the infirm, the 
maimed, cannot hope to be admitted by ballot i it is not to be exptCl:
ed, that thofe, carrying about with them certain indications of the 
pn:(Cllt want of affillancc, tbould willingly be received into a focicty 
on paymeot of a (mall periodical fum, which will entitle them to 
that amnaote of which they apparently, at prerellt, ftand in need; 
while the general appearance and .real fituation of the members of 
thefe focieties indicate ·follnel health and ability to labour. The 
legiflature calln~t think of opening the door of there focietles wider 
than the indi: idual rules of them admit, for the purpofe of taking 

. in a dcfcription of men different from fuch as thofe fules point out J 

I;onfequentl,., a certain defcription of poor will never be benefited by 
them, unlefs fome means could be invented to proportion the price 
of admiffion, and the quantum of periodical payment. to the ap
parent fiate of health. and ability to work, of the perfon propored, 
llill leaving the matter optional on the part of the foci~ty: in that 
cafe. it might be • good fpeculation for the parilh to pay the 
cxpenfe. 

Whether. for the purpoLC of giving thefe unhappy men a reft 
from their labour. and a profpeCt in. the decline of lif. of fame. 
thing better than the workhollfe, any other inAitution On fimilar 
p, inciple, lllouid be ellablifhcd by authority of theleginature. i. a 
matter of no fmall difficulty to determine; to take from thofe. who, 
from their difability to do much work, can earn but little, any perio
dic, although {mall, portion of their earnings, with a view to an advan .. 
tageoUi return of it in the ibapc of wedely allowance. when their 
difeafes incrcafe aod old age priJEru OQ them, and to give thelD 
a certain weekly parochial affiftauco, whether in proportion to the 

A a a number 
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number of their children, or to the aClual prefI'ure of their pre
vailing infirmity, that they may be able to pay. certain fum perio
dically for this purpo(e, is (omewhat like taking from Peter to pay 
Paul, and that, alfo, at the expenfe of confiderable trouble, aei. 
ling from the neceffity of keeping accounts of fome degree of in
tricacy. 

There is, alro, another clars of the poor, whore comforts are 
chiefly negative, but whore mifery is ftrikingly affirmative, where 
the eye of humanity muft fee much ought to be done, but where, 
probably, prudence will allow of but little alteration; I mean the 
women. whether wives or widows, of the labouring-poor, and. 
thofc. a1fo, who pafs their Jives in celibacy. Their oppreffed fifu
at ion, parricularJy of the married women, lhall be the topic of the 
next Letter. 

LETTER L. 

T HE farther we recede from civilized fociety, and the nearer 
we approach to favage life, the more wretched do we find 

the: condition of the females: it OlOuld (cern from this, that, in 
proportion as m~n make ufc of that DS jublirm which induces them 
to look up to. and attcmpt, at a humble: and infinitc diftancc, to 
imitate the virtue., aDd rendel' thcmfelvcs wonhy of the protection, 
of the Creator, do they fenfibly feel the bleffing he has granted 
them. in giving them, as a companion, not as a ilave or an inf~ 
rior, a fex. wbofe bell: energy contifts in modcft domeftic yjrtuc:st 

in difcharging her painful dQtics with f\lbmiffive patitnce, in footh
ing the cares, and averting, as much as pomble, the anxieties, at
tendant on her more aCliv-c companion in his journey through 
human life. But it is civilization, and irs concomitant, education, 
which elicits thefe heft prooerriitics. both in man and woman: in 

proportion 
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proportion a. tho", adv~nce, we more clearly perceive the philofophic 
nHlxim of the hiftorian to be founded in nature :md truth ! _ 
u Omnil nojlra 'Vis in fJn;mo It torport fila ejlJ _nim; imptn'o ,orp~rir 
fi r'V;tio magis utimur; IIlurum nobis cum Jis, alurum cum IJeI/U;1 tom .. 
mU1'lt e/l." 

Thefe ideas peefs themfdvcs on my mind by the rccoUeaian of that 
train of difagrccaBlc fenfations which has too often been occafioncd 
by the difcbarge of the duties of a magillrate fituated in this part of 
the kingdom. and fubjcCt to applications by the poor for an order 
of relief ~ fceq ucntly have thofe applications been nlade by females. 
and happy mull: he have felt himfdf when the laws have permitted 
him to relieve their diftreffing complaints of want of food or c\o~ 
thing. This could not. be the caCe when moth.," of large families of 
infant .. children, the wives of lazy I depraved, and IJrutilh, huC .. 
hands, have, ~ith all the patllos of truth and diffidence, related 
the fiarving' miferable condition of their children and themfclves. 
attempting, ::It the fame time, to conceal, or explain away, the 
cruel conaua: of tbeir lazy or improvident hufband. I will ven
ture to fay, many magifirates have heard of, and known that there 
czificd, fuch in(\ances of difl:refs arifing from the bad conduct of 
hufuands and foEllhers of families, as would appear, if in print, to 
thorc of the rich, who know but little of the miferies of the poor I 
fcarcely to be within the pale of probability in this kingdom, and 
have been obligtd to difmifs the [uppJiants, hopclefll of relief from 
the poor's rate, by informing them th,ir blj/hand mull apply to tbe 
oveffeors for relief: if they refufe him relief, ;" may then apply tl) 
the magifrrate. Alas J their huiballdJ, , onfciou& of their impru .. 
denee, their drunkennefs, or lazinefs; confcious, either that they 
earned fufficient to (apport their families) but fpent it ill an ale. 
haufe, or that they wc:re lazy and had rtfared work, would .Iot 

apply to the overfc:efJ. and aU order for relief from the magiftratc 
was lloppcd. In fome initu)Qq., interference hou done mifchid. 
aDd t.bc Qve,'fc:er bas been "'fir,Ii, not frMrtti, to relieve: it hJS ueen "a. • complied 
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complied with: he h .. then applied for a "'arrant again!t the 'hur
band. a. an idle and di Corderly perC on. by virtue of 32 Goo. III. 
fee. 45- he has beeR fent to the houfc of correaion, aa fuch~ for a 
Ihorttimc: i h3s Eeturned punijhed, hut not rtformed; and has added, 
to rhe fonner neglect of his wife and family, cruelty and i.lJ...ufage, 
looking 0 11 her complaint as the cauk of his puni1hment. 

Another bad cu!tom has, of late. been in piaCtice among the 
dafs of labourers: tbe appropriating a fmall proporti?n of hi. 
week's eamin" for the maintenance of bia wife and family. aDd 
expecting her and his children. wbo are at hom:. and probably un
employed, to lind l~ tea. . The conCequence .rifing from this has 
been. that every child, from the youngeft that can creep about t.o 
thofe of maturer age, girls efpecially, arc J,ptking about the field. 
and farm· Y3rds aU day, ftealing whatever they <;an come at: the 
girls foon lofe all fenli: of modelly and propriety of conduCt. and 
become, at a very carly period of life, ipi~ted in all (debauchery: 
for it is experience that informs us, thofe who, from their bad con ... 
dud and character, have not been able to get away from their fa .. 
milies into fel'vice, or rome {cparate efiablilhment, but frill conti
nue to earn a livelihood at home by doubtful means, arc aftu.te and 
zealous in feducing their y~nger neighbours, by informatiol} how 
themfelves have found means to obtain better fare or more finery. 

The laws refpeCting property militate greatly with the common 
jnterell among the lowell orders of fociety: - that principle which 
gives the ftmmt "'I)"'/t no right to perfonal property, but vells the 
whole in tbe b'!fo4nJ. not only ocemcns innumerable inftances of 
aggravated dillrer., but appears to be repugnant to the general 
good. How many familie. might. and would. be Caved from de
ftruB:ion, had the wife but i. '.pght to what /he could acquire I In
duiry and economy ftand iit need of this natural inciteolem ! _ 

that the indullrious and econo.juoAould polTefs a property in what 
their illdullry and econoni~ iI& .. ob:i...d or faved. 

u W 
Another 
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Another circum!tance would originate. from this propofition, 
(avourable to individual comfort and to the general good: we might 
then Cee friendly Cocieti .. of femile. which would omft them in 
the time of labour and fickneC" and, while they are Cuffering under 
the painful lot the rex is heir to, fome drops of comfort might then 
be mixed in their cup of afBiClion. While this affertion is' ven .. 
lured, let it not be imagined that any material alteration in the 
general Jaw of property. as it may affea married women, is recom
mended,' or that, indeed, any change is hinted at, any farther than 
what tends to fecu~, in the lawen: ranks of (ociety, to the woman 
and her infaDt .. children, I right to fome proportion of the earnings 
of her p~rtner and her own. which may enCure them (rom ftarviug 
while the hufband i ... t the ale· houCe. In a former part of Ihi, 
work, the infinite mifchief done to morality, to economy. to in. 
dullry, to Jhe health, and, of courre, to the political prorperity, 
of the kingdom, by thefe licenfed promoters and receptacles of 
every viclj difgraeeful to human nature, has been fufticiently dwelt 
on: if they muft Ilill remain the glaring opprobrium of our reli. 
gious and moral government, we mu{\: be fatisfied to pay back, in 
the Ihape of relief, to the mothers and children of ftarving families, 
out of our pockets, fome portion of that revenue which is colletled 
by means of this millaken policy of the flate. 

Sir F. M. Eden, among the ma(so£ information colJeded in the (e
cond and third volume of his Hiltory of the Poor, has given, under 
the title " Parochial Report,. Carline," an infrance of a female 
friendly Cociety, and {peci6ed fome of their rule. ; and, at LaneRfter, 
has briefly given all account of five focieties of a fimilar kind, but has 
not made fuch dcdufrions. from the information he has collected, as 
might have proved the quantum of good, fociety in general, or .the 
members themfelvcs individually., may be likely to receive from 
there female inllitutions. w~amain. the lord and mailer of 
whatever rroperty hi. wife "if"'': 

Was 
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Was the leginaturr to encournge thefe inflitutions, by giving the 
wife a right to ruch property as may accrue: to her as a member of 
one of thcfe {ocieri('s, frill the hufband, by wIthdrawing his affif
tance, nnd cxpc[tJllg that the allowance received from thefe fo.cieties 
JhOllld lave a Plopol"tion of his earnings, which muct, otherwifc, 
be applied towards her maintenance in child-bed, would frill lea ... c 
IllS wife in as bad a fituation as ever, and no great good would 
arife: it is d_ifficult to fay whot fhould be done; and, while the 
mind is in that f1ate of uncertainty. good fenfe will fay - do 
nothing. 

LET T E R L1. 

E ARLY in the year '794, I firll had the honour qf a conver
fation with Mr. Rofe on the poor-laws: he then prelfed me 

to give my attention immediately to the fubject; and, as foon as 
pomble, to fend him my Centiments in writing, accompanied with 
a Sketch of what, on the whole, would be moil: advifable, in my 
opinion, to proceed nrft upon. In eonfequence of this requeft, 
within a few days, I rent him Lhe following two memoirs, accom
panied with a letter; and alfol by his recommendation, Cent a copy 
of the Hillary of the Poor to Mr. Pitt, with an offer of my belt 
fervices. 

Memoir I. By 43d Eliz. C.2. fee. 2. the church-wardens and 
o ... erlcers ihall. within four days after the end of their year, and 
other ovcrfc:ers are nominated, make and yield up, to two jufiices, 
a true and perfect account of all fums by them received. or rated 
an~ alTefled, and ~ot RCeiv,,", i.!nd alfo of ruch flock as fhall be in 
theJJ" hands, or in the hanil. or anI of the poor, to work; and of 
aU other things concerning their office. 

And alfo, by fec ..... any fuch t1l"0 ju/lice. may commit to prifon 
aUJ one of the raid church.wardcu and o .. rfecrs which Chall re-

- . rufc 
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fufe to account; there to remain, without bailor mainprife, until 
he has made a true account. 

And, by 13 Geo.lI. c.38. the fame officers Choll yearly, withill 
fourteen days after other overfeers {hall be appointeri

J 
deliver up (0 

the Cuc.ceeding overfecrs a jult account in writing, fairly entered in 
a book to be kept by them for that purpofe, alld figned by them, 
of all {urns of money by them rtceivcd. or rated and not received, 
and alro of all materials that Ihall be in their hands, or in the 
hands of any of the poor, to be wrought, and of all money paid by 
fueh church~wardens and overfctrs fo accounting, and of all other 
things concerning their office; which account {hall be verified 0/1 

o:uh before one juftlce. who {hall fign and auell the fame, at the 
foot of the account, without fee. 

By virtue of thefe authorities, two juftices itrue their precept! to 
the high-c.pnfiables of their difiritts, to direCt their warrants to 
the petty confiables, to make out a lift of houfeholders to be over
feers, :1n4. to return fu t h lift on a certain day; that the juctices may 
appoint other overfeersJ and a1fo to give notices to the ovtrfeers to 
appear on that day to (wear to their accounts.- At this meeting 
the high conftables, as well as the petty conftables, are prtfellt. 

It 

• A S~ification or tbe Mode f«'OlnmcDded (K the- annual Account of Total! to be biJ 
berure P:uliamcnt. _ The Sums and F,gurc.'S are Ide-.. l. 

) 796. RECE I PTS. . , 3 • . . . 
~~Ifulk. F ,Om riot Ille Chuiun . P.1a."~f'I.. H~"""'d, 0_'-". Spo'QiyLllI IbM!. 

poo,'.~In. ",_,0' th. Poor, Tot.!. 
Cl"". 

- - -
B,m(oll.Fum, 

one- yeu, 

b. , J 
Michaelrnas, £+Ii I, , £u, , 10 [530 I 9 618 16 0 

co(ccroft, 
ooe ,nr, 
L"'r-D.,. 

l •• 6 - -. ltl a • iXPENSES 



368 LET T E R Lt. 

It i. propoCed, thot, for tbe purpoCe of the intended information, 
their accounts, which arc now kept in a very confufed manner, 
/bould be reduced under the following heads. 

RECEIPTS.- I. From the hands of the late overfeers.-2. From 
ellatC's in I:md left for the purpore of general charity. From ditto, 
for the purpofe of panicular charities, infecting, by name" or de
fcription, any charities, if ruch there bel which are unprodufrive, 
and the rcaCon. From dividends of funded property, or interefl: of 
money out at uCe, for the benefit of the poor of the parilh, if any. 
- 3- From affellment'to the poor', rate. -4' From the work of the 
poor. 

DJSBURSEMENTS. - I. Application of money to county-purpores, 
vagrants ) militia, bridges, gaols, &c. E xpenfes not concerning 
the poor, as repairing churches, roads, ialaries to ,mini(iers. &c. 
if any. - 2. Ditto, of overfeers in journeys. attendancef on magj(
trates, «c. Ditto, of entertainments at meetings relative to the 
poor. Ditto, of law-orders. examinations, removals. appeals.-

. 
LountJ.K~ ..... , 

• ~d lIp~r .. ~ot 
c'>~lLIn,tht. ,._, --
COl.lnty·rate$ . 
{;J8 5 4 

, h. il di ng one 
man for navy, 
£ 3 1 10 0 

£69'5 4 

EXPENSES • . 
Milc.lb " ..... , w ... ith t. :;:;;a 

!: l pe.n(e., N ...... bft of P ...... 
th ......... 

• ;5 

--
O vcrfeer's cx- 'ACf\ , • u 
pc'nfcs attcmJ · Womcn • 14 

iI1g: magif. Children, '16 
tra(e~ 

fJith~"::"~ , 
under J ,," ycarl> 

of age, 
£160 12 -'6 

"'go, 
(;J. ,. 0 

Order, -4 re-
mOYaI, and 

t,. .. -expenfn, 
l.n 19 c 

{;' 7 6 0 

Receipt. 
Expcni:t 

V ........ 

+ 5 . 
P ..... rc ll..,u .... 1 o. !oJWlOl. of Ino." I1 ..,., 
rbo ...... w... .. r ... no ..,d (ctt;'fJ Ibt ... "" • 

N ...... 1oa n:licled., I .. " ",It. --
Mcn • • :.&'1 No !choul of 
Womcn, J3 induft r, . 
Cbildren. 6 11 £6 7 • 
under 14 ycar~ 

of acc, 
~lt, Tnd"e arc 
all the childnm 
at home under 
14, bel()nging 
o che fam ihe~ 

ft; icved. 
£'2.7" ~I 10 

[530 J 9 
j~5 12 10 

.. 8 11 

Tnul. 

• 

£515 t:1 10 

3. Dina 
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3. Ditto, of wOl'khoufc, (pecifY.ing the nUlnbcl' of men, women, 
and childrenJ therein, under '4. taken OJ) an :1\'t! :lge throughout 
the year. -4- Ditto, of thoft: relieved Ollt of the workhou£e by 
clothes, food, or money,; fpecifying- the number of mcn, women, 
and children, under the age of J+. fa relic\·cd.- 5' Ditto, in (et
ting the poor to work. 

The averfeer's accounts being thus kept under fcpar.-ltc heads, 
and the truth of their accounts verified on oath, of voir d,re, to a1l 
fuch1quefiions as lhall be put to them, touching their accounts, and 
being fig ned by two magif\rates, 

The high conllable. /han be directed to return, to the clerk of the 
peace of the enfuing quarter-femans, a true topy of the feveral (olil/s 

of the receipts and ditburfements in the parinJcs within their diltl'id", 
which {hall be \'erified by roth at rhe quarter-felTlon., by the high 
conCl:able, 4:0 be a true COPYi and he 111alllect:ivc (10m the county_ 
fioek, for the aCCOlint of each pariOl [0 returned. the Cum of-. 

That the clerk of the peace be direEled to return, wlthin 
days after the quarter-feffions., in a book) a f3ir copy of ruch totals 
to the committee of the houfe, appointed for the purpo(e of in
{petting the fituation of the poor, their rights, dut ies. and the 
Jaw, refpeEling them. 

And that a committee of the Houfe of Commons be appointed 
for that purpo{e, 

If an aCt of parliament could be paWed previous to the next 
nomination of overfeers. which will this year fall very latc, and the 
attention of the people could be excited to the fubjea, by the 
judges mentioning it on the circuit to the grand juries, or by other 
means, the firfr returns might be made to the Haufe of Commons 
foon after Ealler; and, by the rimo. time on the following lettr, 
the information of two years m.,...w-obtained 1 which, it is ozppre
hcnded, mOlY be fufficientJy a~ me! corftiufiYe to form a fpccific 
plan; which, without touthih/: thooCl!Wt6r-Itone of the poor-ilws, 
the 43d of Eliz. may, "'~klJ" ~.!Ii'7 of (uceefs, tend to 

diminifh 
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dirninlfu the expenfes of the maintrnance of the poor between one 
and two millions annually ; and. at the fame time, introduce a 
fyfiem of morality, induftry, and comfort, more congruous with: 
their J ights as men, and their duties as fubjeCts of the Britifu 
emplre. 

Memoir II. Since the Houfe of Commons received the laft in .. 
formation on the fubjeCt of the poor, which contained anr ...... ers 
from all the parilbcs in the kingdom to interrogatories applied 
to the Qvel'feers refpcttin~ the revenue raired for the relief o' the 
POOf, and its expenditure. during the years 1783, 1784. 1785. eight 
complete years arc palTed, during which the I C is every rcafon to 
believe that the poor-rates have been rifing, throughout that pal t 
of the kingdom {ubjeCt to the poor-laws. -by rapid ftrides; in 
forne inftancc:. doubling, in oLhers trebling, and, in all, very con
fidcrably incroafing, the then amount: the expenfe~ attending 
the relief of the poor have, cOllfequently, increafed in a fimilar 
ratio. 

There is alfo reafon to fear. that the mars of human mifery 
among our countrymen, which one might conceive would diminiOl 
in proportion as larger fums have been applied to the relief of the 
miferable. has not diminifhed, but has increafed. 

The information alluded to was incomplete, inafmuch as, al
though it told the Haufe of Commons the fum expended, and forne 

, of the dIfferent heads of expellfe', it did not inform tht:m of the 
number of poor relieved i an information neceJfary, to judge of 
the competence of the fum raifed to the objea ro which it has 
been applied. 

Nor did it inform the houle of that part of the revenue, ap
plied to the ufe of the poor, which atifts from cftatcs, real and 
perf?Jn,l, which have .... n left ~y will , or given for charitable pur
pores, throughout the kingdom, which is received and diftribuced 
by the church-wardens .. d Q.erfccn of the po.,.. This account was 

attempted 
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~tt.mpted to be obtained by a fubfequent aCt of parliament, but the 
returns were very incomplete. 

No particular attention, in the information which was obtained 
in 1786 upon this fubjeCt, was paid to the incorporated hou(e~ of 
indufiry ; inftitutions which then had profited by the experience, in 
thofe difiritl s where they are fituatcd, of fome years, and now have 
the expel ience of an additional number of years. An inquiry into 
their receipts and difuurferncnts will throw fome farther light 011 

the fubject. 
When the propared information {hall be returned to the H oufe, 

and rendered as perfeCt as the nature of a return to an inquil Y o~ 
fuch magnitude ar.d extent is capable of, it will confiitute a founda
tion on which fome Pfopofitions may be offered which will tend to 
meliorate the condition of the poor, and decreafe the expen[es of 
their maintena'lce j fame of which may now be curlorily hintcd at, 
but not fpolitically dwelt upon. 

By a repeal or alteration of that part of the law of fetllemcnts 
which rcftrains the poor from getting their brc:ld where they beft: 
can earn it. at the fame time taking care that fuch libel ty {hall not 
degencrate into vagrancy. The names of Adam Smith, Mr. Hay, 
1\1r. Townfend. and Sir William Young, all Canc.lion this idea. 

By infiitutil1g [chools of indufiry, on the powers allcauy givCfl 
by the 43d of Elizabeth, to fet poor children to work, and by ad ... 
ding what other powers are neceffary. 

By compelling the ovcrfecrs of the poor to find work for the 
adult. 

By encouragement of box-c1nbs; and by obliging the pauper 
Voha removes f(Om hi ~ place of [lttlemcnt to :mother parifh to con
tribute to the box-club whelc he relides; or, if there: is none, OJ' 
the club there innitute·] will not admit hirrl:; by obliging hin, to 
make a fmall periodical payment, while in bealth, towards his main. 
t(:nance in time of difirds, tq the ·ov~r(ierl..0f th~ poor of that paw 
nih, and to Jend his 'hildCC9.'-'{~JffcnooI' of indutlry. 

Bbb ~ 
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By conllituting fame farther control over the condua and 11(

counts of the ovcrfcers of the poor. 
And by a wI uEtion of the various aas rel.t've to the regulation 

and relief of the POOl', whieh now are difperfed, through a legiO.
tion of neal' two centuries, into one or two plain and intelligible 
aas, Comewhat on the plan of the Highway_AEts, fa that the 
overfeer may know each article of his duty with as much eafe as 
the furveyor. 

Before the cnd of the prefent feffions of parliament, it is con
ceived that fame plan may be digefted, printed. and laid before the 
Haufe of Commons. containing tho outline of fome fuch alterations 
in the poor~)aws as have been here fuggefted; and it may take fome
what the form of ~n aCt, that the alterations may be confidered of by 

• gentlemen during the vacation. aocl that {uch other lights and fug-
gefiions may be offered on the {ubjeCt. during the r.ext feffion, as 
may tend to render the fyftem of poor-laws more condlJcive to the 
happin.fs and comfort of the poor themfdves, and IcCs expenfive 
to the nation at large. 

LETTER LII. 

W ITHIN a few day. after my return into the country, I fent 
another Memoir .. farther explanatory of my dcfignJ to Mr. 

Rofe, of which the following is a copy_ 
Memoir Ill. The infermlllion, cxpeaed from the Bill recom-

lIIe.ded, prelfe, principally .Il three points: 
]. The revenue of tire poer. .. 
2. The expenditure of that revenue. 
3- The number of the poor relieved. 

Therefore. 
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Therefore, this information, when obtained, will be 3 Urmimu ' 
a 9"0. The future good which may be reaped from a new modific,,_ 
rion of the poor:la .... may be dated and efrimated. 

Confequently, as much exad::nefs as can be tXl-'ctl-ed fJ'Om the 
extenfivenefs of the inquiry, and the; ability of thofe who are to 
make a return to it. ihould appear in the returns of the overfecrs ; 
and that exatl.ne{s or deficiency may. in forne degree, be made ap
parent, as to the articles of receipt and expenditure, by comparing 
the returns made to this biJ1 with thofe made in the years J 78 31 
'784. ]785;; any glaring variation, either of receipt or expendi-
ture, being marked as an objeCt of revifion. " 

And, probably, an office.letter, direCted, during the vacation, to 
the neareft magHlrate to that parifh where fuch man if eft difference 
appears. requefiing him to order the over[ecrs to attend him whh 
their book of accounts, to revife the totals tranfmittcd to the clerk: 
of the peate. and to fend the account fo revj[ed to the officer 
appointed to receive the fame, will be the ihortefr and molt ef
feaual mtans to render the returns perfect before the next feffion of 
parliament. 

An annu:ll check, or control, to be held over the overfeers' ac
counts, by their return of thofe accounts tOJ and the infpeaion of. 
parliament, is one of the heads of regulation moft likely to operate 
in the redu(tion of the poor's rate and expenditure, and the ameli
orarion of the fiate and condition of the poor. 

Their condue\: and accounts are not (ubject. :IS the JawSI now 
nand, to the revifion of any perfon, fave individuals of the parilh, 
who are often too much intereftcd to wilh for any revifion. The 
magiftrates, if they have the authority to fwear the overfeers to an
ewer to the truth of ruth quefiions as sbey thall afk them touch
ing their accounts, are not generally: in the habit of the praCtice; 
con{equently, their accounts rna,. bc.1ept in a fallacious, dcfulwry, 
and equivocaJ, manner, . 

The 
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The reduaion of the overJeers' account. under proper heads, 
fimilar to fuch as are, by the intended bill, made the means of ob. 
taining the information, was mentioned, in the firft Memoir, as a 
fuhjcFt of permanent regulation; but, poffihly, it will better form 
a j)1rt of the general fyfiematic reform of the poor-laws, than be
(ome, at pre[ent, a permanent act. 

The {ketch and plan contained in the firft two memoirs having 
been approved of. I was defired to attend Mr. Lowndes, at his 
chambers in the Temple, that the act of parliament I recommended 
might be drawn under my infpeCtion a5 foon as poffible, as it was 
intended to be immediatc:1y propored to the Houfe of Commons; 
that, if approved of by parliament. and pafTl.!d into a Jaw, the ovef
feel'S might have time to make up tlH.:ir accounts, and return an· 
(wcrs to the quellions in the manner fpecified 'in the [chedule, at the 
ufual time of pamn! their accounts. before the mag:firates, at the 
following Eafh:r. 

Accordingly the aCt was drawn, :md I left town in the full belief 
that, in as fhort a time as might he, it would pafs the two Houfes; 
ami, receiving the royal atTcllt, it wOllld, ;.t the enCuing Eafter, be 
the rule for palling the accounts of the ov,=rf~ers throughout that 
Imrt of the kingdom fubjea to the poor.laws. 

But other matters more premng: occafioned the mcafure to be 
pollponed. and it has finee been abandoned, as f:1.f as I underlland, 
on :1.CCOllOt ot th~ cXI;en[c attending fuch an jnquilY. 

Jt would be prefumption to anen, that fufficient information 
rcfpeding this important fubjeCl is nfJt alrc3dJ collected, ;ll1d in the 
poUcffion of thofe from whom the nation e"peCts an amelioratjon of 
the prcftnt fyllem of our poor-laws. A great body of iuformation 
may be got together by the inquiries of individuals: each one fix.ing 
his attention on a particu)ar point may cC'rtainly collCl't fuilicieut , 
illlclligcnce on that P?int to be fble to form :l general rule: it may 
be (0 done; and, ifit is fo done, it is well done; bur, unlcfs fomc
thing of the kind h .. been don., it can {careely be {uppo{ed but 
that general prmcip1cs would be with greater eel tainty alcertained, 

if 




