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TO THE PUB L ][ C. 

W HEN I at firfi determined to rcvife the follow­
ing Letters, and 10 puhlilh them in a volume 

rliilinc'l from that ufdul Agricultural Regifier" wherein 
they tidl appeared, it was my intention 10 .ddrds them 
to Mr. Pi Uf under an abfun\ pcrfuafian 'that a minificr 

~f fiate is c'}peEtcd, as it wcr~, ex oJJjcio, 10 r~ad Ilwf0 

trc,atifes whicH arc, through the mcd ium o/" the pref, ; 
directed for his perufal; anil ali;, from a helief that, if 
he "lid perufe, he might, from the detail of what has 
lieen done by the legill.ture for the poor, has heen writ­
tcn hy thofe whofc ohferv.tion; on the lubject h.\c he'cn 

• prefervcd in print, 01' from ' the hints and obfcrvations 
" fcattered throughout the publication itfclf, fi"d fome"hat 
upon the fubje8, which, wh en ' improvcd hy his folid 
judgement, matured by long qperiencc, might, in' the 
tor~l of an act of the login.ture, Illeliorate and ' Improve . 

• The Annals of Agriculture: by A. , !"'ounll:: I:fq. 
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iv TO THE PUBLIG. 

the fit".ation of the poct, and diminifll ,the, ""xpenfes of 
tl1eir maintenance . 

But refleClion foon cured me of that prefiimption: 

a miniil< r ,,f fl ate i, the laft perf on in th e kingdom 

who can be LX pcttu l to read books; he has more upon 

his 1"1111];, ' to read men, than li e can eahly get 0\ er in 

the daily routine of bufine!:,. In the mean lime, wilh 

rcfpea to tJ~e a"dua regni, he cannot poOibly attend to 

a more irrcliilible monitor than the publi c voice; by which 

exprcilion neither the lio" ling of a f.lvage and licentious 

mob, Of the crics of pretendeu palriutifm, are illlu1ucd ; 

hut the v()ict: or that O"e lh.-Td l opin ion, \\ hich arifcs from a , 
ge llnal ~n()\\ ledge of the iubjcel, .hat fpe4s always in 
a lone, and with an autliority, ¥. hich i!-o incfiJliblc, and 
ji'l'll truly i, n01: the vox populi alone, i't is the v ox 
D ei. 

T o tl,e Publi e, therefore, thi , hillory of, and thele 

ohfcrvntiontJ on , the police refpcCling the poor, arc· pr~­
perly (kdiealeJ, Jt any part of the detail contained in 
the 1'0110\\ ing page:" jf all) of the, obfen .ltiOll5 , arc worth 

the altcn~ i oll or tll(.' Public: if anv of the llin ts her~ . -
thrown ali t ' lenu, in the JcaH degree, to melionUe the 

~onditio11 of the poor themfclves, or to fave the Public 
any part of the vafl .('xpcnfi: which lie, fa heavy on the 

lhouluLrs of' Ille, I""U,'<I intcrdl, confiHent with the general 
('omfo!'t of the flleif ty at large, their difeernment wilf fec 

it, their good f'in fc will apply it, and their voice will 
fpeak, 
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fpeak, with, irneGfiible pcrfuafio/", to our rulers, that it 

may he iorito 
If nothing in th~fe pages is worthy their attention, if 

""0 ideas can be collected from the variety of matl er 
treated of which tend tu throw lig"t on this fubjeCl: of fo 

great confequence to us and to our pollerit)·, We contrary 

prefllmptioll will be properly pllniillCd by the puhlic ne­

gleCt, and the infignifieance of the publication will doom 

it to that oblivion in which many other tracts on the fame 

topic arc buried'. 
In fueh a cafe, tIle writer would Ii ave oAi.'ndcd Hill more 

againil th c' public advantage, had he, by an adtlrefs to the 

minlflcr, ta~cn up any or hi!' va luable time; but yet he 
"iO,ed, tlll'ollgh the medium of th e pref" to talk wuh 
him on the tuhject; to a{lt him whether that vail inrreafc 

o~ the poor'; rate, which hecame known to the public hy 

Ule means uf the returns from the ovcrfecrs in the yczr 

1.7 b"7, is not worth II is notice! Whether the fubjeel itfclf 

is of fa triRing an import as to be always left to the de-, 
termination of a number of ,member; of the Houfe of 

Commons, fe aredy greater than would I1lt'ct as. a committee 
un a private bill? Or, whether he receives any fat.isfac­
tioll from a conduct limilat to that of tlie dog in the rna". 

ger; doing nothing himfclf, and not permitting any utlier 

perron to be aCtive on the fubjcct I , 
The fate of Mr, Gilbert 's bill and !lir William Yntmg's 

plan ihelV. fomewhat of this difpoution:. the firl! I'fu],ably 
fell, 
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fell, li).c olher mtlhapel. Jnd difproporti()n'll~ buildings, 
111o/e n,;t fua; the lall cerlainly conlaine's{ · ~e g<1Od 
regulations, "aB calculated to givc a fpur to our acti­
vity in th~ adminil1:ra tion of. the poor-laws, and to recat­
into th e execut ion of Ihcm fomclI'h,t of their original in­
ient; thc ~\"omotion of indufiry, and lhe encouragement 
of labour. 

But public rumou,· then rcportell that the minifier in­
tl'nlkd to take the huunef., under his own infpcc'.tion, and, 
ii,r thal rcafun, he di fcuunlenanced the indigeOcd fcheme, 
of prh ate individuals; we know not, indeed, hut <It thj ~ inflant 
hc may be cmpiov('d in digcflin,l{ a code \\hich {hail com~ 
prcl .cncl ill iL ... li.-' /lpC cn . .: ry thing that can be c¥pcdcd from 

tJ.!t' union of great ahility with an in timate ~llOw1cdgc cl 
the fu'hjctl:; Of, romol)" his mino may be 'made up, and, 
aftl'r l1HH:h invcHigal ioJl of and atlcnlion to the l11at~l', 
he m.IY ha\c come to this prudent rcfolution: I will du 

• nothing; Ie"t! done, like Ic"ll faid, is fuonc\l mcmlcll. 
Hut) rt Ihi ~ important Imllne1s prcnc~ j tI le poor-rates arc 
fiill riling (hr0ughollt that p;u't of the kingdom which can­
not cmpltl,\, j(., poor in lll<1oufaclurcs, ,:lpd mllllJfaallrL~5' 

nrc by no 111l..'an<., gelleral, hullvcal: bdidcs, while not one 

quartcr of the iflaml rl'C'civ<.:s a'ny immediate benefit from 
the vcr,\' t1~llri{hing fia tt: of Qur tn:1l1e and mallufa8ures, 

the lhn'c-fou~hi'which arc in nill "atcr feel themfclves in 
danger ftom 'he very {'auCe which creates the calm, ~ndJ 
"llorelred I' ith all additiollal weight by lhe [urges which 

circle 
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circle rou~d tile pool, find it is with difficulty Lhey can 
• 

keep th~"hea<l above water. 

, While the dillant rumour of large wages makes the poor 

difiatisficd \vith thofe which agriculture can' afli,rd, it 

creates a diflike to that labour which in theft opinion, 

judging by comparifon from vague report, how manufacture 

pays its workmen, is fa poorl y rccompenfed: this gi ves rife 

to idlencfs, which creates a call on the fund raifed fur their 

fupport; hence arife rates to which a fuur fllilling land-tax 

is a trifling objeCl; hence we know of inllance. where the 

poor-rates amount to the annual rent of lands. Is not thi~ 

.a fat! I Is it not a grievance 1 If this is not corrected in 
time of P('~c~ where will the financier find the djvidend~ 

in any future war to pay the interell of an inercafccl dcbi! 

Dres not the lirbjcct, therefore, on this account, demand 

tho attention of a minifier ' du riJ\g the halcyon days of 

pear;e ! 
The natu~al antI political liberty of the mafs of the 

people is clogged and diminifhcd by Lhe law of fcttlcmcnt ; ; 

and, in the opinion of fome of the bd\ writers and Hl'ongcfl 
"reafoners on this important topic, it is llnncceffarily and 

unwifdy abridged. Do not the poor-laws all this account, 

alfo, demand the attention of the ilate! Is it not jufi thaL 

every individual of the kingdom Ihould enjoy.,a, much frec-. , 
dom as is conliHent with the fafely of the w.bole I BuL it 

may poffibly be replied in the language of fiate-prudence" 

Thi& is not the time; fce what the err of literty and th* 
for. 
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• 
for frccdum ha\c done upon the Continent r Toh" anfwer i. 
ohviou~; the rafcs arc widely different; Ihe 0lX; i5·~ tempo­
rary anarchy ariling from the ahulition of all government, 

the olhcr \\f)ldd he: a recovel'Y frol11 a rdlrajnt inimical to 
tlte illie n fls of labour and induilry, flowing from the power 

'lild clilightened mind of the kgiDature itfelf: the one 

'U'OltiJ he legal likrly, the olher is cxccfli\ c licemiouiilef;; 

tlicrcron:, lel' li t., not, by fuch a fupcrahundant ('aution, 
fun,:r flak-prudence to l'in'l our fettel's do fer, In propor­
tion ax Ollr lIeighbours acquit'l' a freedom, which they hJvt, 
not) (', It':tI'IH.'d hlllV to uf:.: i'~lh propri('fy OJ' 10 \,;xercifc 

\\ ilh diglli!,"-
• TJlis bnguagl'" proceeds on the prcfumption;. that it is a 

point proved in the follo\\ ing filed;, thai a pactial rcpeal of 

the law of fetlJcmcut, or fueh a moditicatiori of it .. {~ ,~oyld 
permit Ih(' poor man 10 go \\ Ern: lie could heft: find (...-tl­

ploy !\lent, wl)lIld he bcnc(j(,'ial to the intcreH' (If the fiaj (.: as 
well as l'I\OIIl""hle 10 the liherlY of the fllbjecl; and fllref)' 

the puinl i, filiI.- ""d iali ,,faClorily pro\'ed, if the uniled 

opinion o/" 111<.'11 of tlll~ 1JloH t'nlightC'l1cd minof- and moll 111-
i1ruEtcd ~jLH~bl 1l1L!l! d( ){\ .. , ill .In) cafe, amoun t 10 proof; ~r' 
.if ~ht' '''.,Ihh and pro{11crity of. a kingdom increafes in a 
ratlo with the aggrcgate fir the m'oney earned. within the 
kingdtlJll ~f ~hc bboJr and cm;)]oymt:nt of its jnhabita~nts . 

• 
But wl,ilc ,Ihis clailll fOl' a gn'"ICr degree of frcedom is 

il1.1 OC for the pom·,~ ;.Jnel"n melioration of their condition is , 
prol'ofcd ill Il,is ~di)('tl, care has bcen taken to point out 

Ihe 
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the means af.prc!venting fu ch a degree of libert y, gc'nerating 
liccntioufnefs;: by recommending the ereHion of fchools of 

• 
indullry, on the bar., of the power gi\'en I,) ,he {latutc of 
Elizabeth, to raifc by afldrment a fum of money to pur­
chafe a {lock of wool, hemp, fla", &c. for their employ­
ment; an ohjetl whi ch fc em, fcarcely attended 10 by thoii: 
who now carry into executiun the poor-l:l\\~} a:. appc.us by 
the ~ery triRing total returned tu thl! Iloufc 'of Common., 

by the o\'nft'crs, as expended 0 11 tha t acco unt thruaghout 

the kingdom. This furcly i, another objea worthy the atten­
tion of a great minificr, and it i ~ .m ol~i('c1 tll.it l :.J.llnol gc­
TH:!raJl } he l'll forcca without the affitl.mcc of the k'2,iJlatufl'; 

, . -
Ilone.' of Ihe . fublifling n.Hutc ':I poin ting out the means of 

doing ii, dinil.lt~l from thorc pd\<. to tll !..! lllor.lb, ilc<l1111, ill!. 

duOry, and aai~ it y, of the I'iring generation, --- \\ 01 k -hou fl: 't ; 
• \\ hi"h are horrible, although, "' the police rclj)ccting tlI<: 

poor Js at pJ'('(cnt regulated, neccfElry C'v ils . 
• The ( Iaim, of the poor on iocicty I,,,ve a1fo been glanced 

at in tht following page" By thi. cxpretlion, (l () ahilraCt 
ideas of a claim to equal ity, either in legil1ation or pro­

pe"rty, ha~ been canvaflcd; but limply that claim tt.> a fair 
rd ribution fur their fircngth ancl ahility to labour, which i& 
their only birth-right; for, it is a pl'intiple ariflng from ne­
ecffity, that, in all civilized focieties, t11ere muo. be hewer' 
of wood and drawers of water; but thofe M,; fill up the 

• 
lower, though ufeful, rank of our fellow.fubjcch, infi(l itdy 
exeeoo in number and in actual utility all the other d"llcs 

a .,f 
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of focie\y put together; their claims are, ,tNerefore, as 
ferious rights, and they demand from the:' ftale full as 
ferious a cOllfidcraliol1 as any other claim upon it, for 

fccurity of political liherty or private ' property; the right 
to receive a compcnfation for their labour, adequate to 
their necclfary wants, while they have a capability of la­
bour, is certainly clue to them, and the right of maintenance 
from the mo!'e opulentclaffes of fociety, ",hen that capabi­
lity to labour is pafred, is another debt which focicty owes 
them. 

In the diith'lfge of thi, demand, has arifen .ha. hur.l,en 
't\'hich the land ed intcrcfl in parlicubr holVC grt"Ht caufc ~o 

complain 0(, the poor's rates; which, in many difiricts, when 

united with t],e land-tax and tithes, amount alinoll to a eli!: , 
inherifon; for, although the occupier or t'~nant nominally 
pays the tithes and poor-rates, the land in faa bear; th e 
weight, and the 10tal is taken from the landlord'> pockel; 

• 
therefore, while we are finking under this treble load, i~ it 
not natural, is it not jut!, that we fhollld inquire into the 
tranf.clions of paft times, and fcarch the records of an.i­
quity, (0 explore on what principle of leginalion, from what 
confent, virtual or implied, of our forefathers, fl"Om what 
fyftem of laws, human or divine, this ruinous fact, though 
.apparent paradox, lhould happen I That, from the fame 

• • 
circle of land; Ihe cceleuaftics claim a tenth of the prOduce, , 
in moll inllanees ~qual to a half of tbe rent; the flate one-
fifth; and the iemainder of the referved rent will not al-, 

ways 
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ways fatisfy .t1lC' demand of the poor's ratc. In Ih,' follow­
ing pages, tH~t inquiry has been made, and the myllery has 
been, in' fome oegree, developed. 

Another objeCl worlh JIC attention of the minitler of a 
great nation has been comprehended in this inquiry; an 
objeCl not confined folely to any parlicular roue of laws, 
b,!t embracing all legiOati"c aCts whatfoever; the whole 
force and the energy of which lie entirely 'in th~ meam 
provided for infuring their exaCt and uniform execution. 
What are all aCts of parliament, \vhieh profefs to compre­
benel every rank and denomination of {uhjeCts, hut a rule 
of llIunieipal eonduCl: which all arc to guide thomfdves by? 
anel the vindicalory f<lnHion conlained in them is the com­

pelling power. N ow, if that fanClion i, fueh, as when callet! 
into ufe, iD<ii~"'tcs a prefuppofcd oepravi\y in Ihof,' who 
tire: to be go\'erncJ, an injury is done in the very prc1udt,; 
and the tell of the ordinance is vitiated ao initio, hecaufc 
tl,e moral delinquency of the fo~iety is pr~jndged . Such is 
lhe fanaion which is expcCIed to enforce ·the exccution, 
not only of the poor-laws, but of molt of the penal claufe, 
irtthe Statutes at Large; 'they arc to be enfurced hy)fen.lties, 
on the information of fcllow-fubjcEts, who the lcgifiaturc 
fuppofcs will degrade tl,emfe\vcs 10 become informcrs; nol 
for the good of the public, not froni patriotic, moral, or 
religIous, motives, but from the vilell of alt,'fr7nn 'the fordid , 
motive of gain, it is fuppofcd that a fubje61 of the fiate 

will place his neighbour under the correllJion of the law. 
'2 This 
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Tbis general idea difgraccs the nation, and. t~e i'rinciple is 

proved by experience to be iudl'·8ual. 
The manufacturing and eomml'l"cial intere!ls of" the na­

tion fcem to ha\"e lIndcrftood mankind bettcr than the 
lIatef,llan, or at.leaft they have formed a better opinion of 

their I1cigllbours; for, in the aCls of parliam~nt 10 prevent 

frauds and ahufes amongU the manufaCturers ali,l arliz.ns, 

they haye modelled the penal [anCtion on a different prin­

ciple; the whole penalty i. given to the poor, and they are, 
in a committee, empm\crcd to appoint an infJK:8or, whorL' 
duty it i:; to go hi!:! rounds, to fce tllc regulatiolls cnflm.:cd, 
1tlY his inrorm~,:i {\no:.~ :1l1d Icc th(· renuJt) diJlrihuted accord­

ing to the "ct. The Oriel execution of the[e aCts of the 

legillature is a proof of the efficacy of the meail' ufed; for, 
the penal fantt-ion of laws. is not intcndecl, 1tk~ cob" l'bs, to 

catch flies only, and fuffer the larger infecls to b,~ak 
through the web; it is a net for all, ami cqually intended 
as a cumpuHivc regulatiun to the poor as to the rich, ..to 

the overfecr as to the 1Illlgiflrate: a hint, th(.'l"cfore, from 

thefc regulating lIatutes, ~light givc energy to th e p, 'or­
laws antI vigour to the- ('x<:c\ltion of them, ur at Jean wOlfltl 

incrcafc the rc\"cl1uC'" for their maintenance from the proper 

fourees, --- the pockets of thofe "ho undertake an oltice, 
but ncgktl the duties annexed to it. 

" " On the wl1\l'e, the public will read, in the follOwing 
• 

pages, a fum mary hifiory of ihe duties of tbe poor to, 

and their claims from, fociety, throughout that part of this 
• 

kingdom 
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kingdom .f1!r;j~, 1 t" ,he poor-laws, traced from the carJ icll 

times in \\~ich til L' poor, and tllCir intcfl·lh., h .\ (' oeen 

conli,Ic" cd by tIle lcgilhture, and con ti nue.1 to the clore of 
the laft. parliament; tugether with a tranlicl1t view of 11Ie 
th vughtfi and opinions of thofe \\ h {) j~ \\ ritings on the fub­
jed ha\1c been handed dU ........ ll to m; intlrfpcricd with ob­
fervations as the fubject gave rife (0 them; togl'l hcr with 

fuch rctld1.i llils as have arifcn from al\ a'\tcl\liUII to th e 
whole of the ev idence here fubmitted to the public, com­

pared with the opinions of thofc men, CIllIIH.:nt for their 
abilities and the purity of their intentions, \\·11U have made 
thi , ilHluiry an objeCt of their contemplation , 

The prcfent crilit'al Il tuation of this kingdom, fo diffe­
l'ent from Chat pcae<.ful and prorpcl'il1g nate whiLh it occu­
pied during' the period ll'l'ough "hidl much tile grealdl 

p~rt of the follo\\ illg treatife was written, calls upun l'v,ry 
• 

man, v" hatc.;"er may be his claf:, or condition of life, to 
("pilort, by all fhe means in his I'OW(,I', the conflituted go­
vernment of his country, whieh can no way be [0 ef­

feCtually dune as by promoting incluflry, econolllY, :l11d 

good morals, among the poor. It~ in times of peace 
and profJ lcrity, thi, i. the more particular duty of the 

magillratc, in the commcnccml,;nt of a war, ule prill: 
ciplc of which is as novel as its event is uncertain, it . , 
becbmes a crime to ncglt'8 that whkh, ir.-times of I/{"J LC, 

• 
\lould be thoughl no immaterial obli~ation; and, if the 

duty of a minillcr fllOUkl impel him, ill thofe times, to 
make 
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make fuch regulations in the internal police ot' .he king­
dom as to call forth the greatelt pollible production of 
its indultry, with whieh the profperity and bappibefs of 
all ranks in th e Itate mult be conneCled, much ftronger 
!houhl he feel that impulfe in tbe beginning of fuch a 
war as the prefent, the confequences of which to our 
religion, our morals, our laws and conftituliuH, no human 
eye can forefee; but the immediate eflcCl of wbich on 
our trade, our commerce, our efialcs, and our property, 
we mut! all foon feel: therdore, there can be no time 
or (ituation morc pr0pcr Ih:m th(; pJl:fenl for an inquiry of 

the kiwI here offered to the puhlic; although there may be 
mall) c.:ulightcncd minds in this kinguOlll whofe abilities and 
me,ulS of information may qualify them to offer' a more fa­
tisfaClory trc.tife. 

CL A RK, 

Marth 12, 1793. 

T. R. 
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~ E C Q N D E D I T ION. 

-

SOME ~eQfon may be expeCted by the public for 
dlC alterations contained in this Second Edition of 

the Hillory of the POOl', &c. and, probably, fome ac­
~ount of the motive which inRuenced the author to its 
continuation. The firll is, undoubtedly, due to- his rea­
ders as a matter of right: the fecund he ralher confiders as 
lin ad of choice, on hi. part, with which he can have no 
o~jeaion to comply. . 

The courfe of inquiry which the inveftigation of this 
fubjed naturally pointed out brought me to the know­
ledge of the ancient mode of diftributlag' the revenues 
~f the church. This branch of the hilfory of cider 
times caught my attention by bringing' to view an ob-

folele 
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folelt claim, on a certain part of the ecc1e~dical reve­
nues, towards the maintenance of the pooi; and, al-

• 
though many generations are palfed away Imce fueh a 
claim was "xlmplificd by tbe pra6tice of the age, yet it 
Ilruek Ille as fufficion! to found an equil<!ble expeClation 
" f the aHiltancc of the parochial clergy in the manage­
ment and regulation of the domcllic habits of that daCs 
of our fellow-ruhjeCls to wholll they were, in remote days, 
Ilot only fpiritual paHors, but diHribulors of relief in time, 
of diflrer,. 

The office which is inton,led to be trulled to the clergy 
in the management of the poor, if the Bill now belore. 

the lIour" of ('unllIlOll&; or any other on a ~milar prin­
tiple, /bould 'paIS into a law, renuers it uP,J1eceffary to 
dwdl on this fubjcCl, as it will be a proof that the e,x­

l>eCtatioll of parlialHent fixes itfclf 011 the parochial ckr!y, 
as gentlemen eminently .qualified by fituation, cunealion, 
nnd principle, to take fame O,are in that man ncccfiar~ 
and important point of our internal police, to which we 
o\lght all to pay (Jur moll aCtive attention; --- the regula­
tion of the poor. And, ab there cxills no doubt but th~t 
the clergy, on their parts, ue as 'Willing as they are "bl. 
lo give their allillance, tile prefiing for it, on the principle 
of an equitable rigbj' 'IIr duty, is become an ungenerous • • 
furpluiago: bcfilflW the attempt to fix this claim, in order • • 
to eggraft a duty, 'has been ulOught by many, to whofe 

Qpinions I pay much d~"rence, a topic more replete with 

hann 
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harm than ~ and has occafioJled a publication whim, 
probably,. ""<!lWei otherwife ha>'e been more honourably , 
noticed, ,ID be paffed over almoll in filence, although by 
1\0 means in contempt; while die principles of its author, 
as a friend to the hierarchy, have been fumewhat called 
in quefiiwl. 

That plrt of the Inquiry into the Hifiory of the Poor, 
their Rights and Dutie8, i~ therefore, in this Edition, 
omitted. 

With re~a to the, author's motive for the continua­
lion of his HiIlo;y ID the prefent day, he candidly COR­

fdTes two impelling reafaas. The. ~ he hopes, w,ilI 
be allowed, as founded aD ptiblic principle; to give more 
light on thi~ impo~tant fubject than was in hi, power at 
the time of. his writing the Letters contained in die 
for~er Editimi. This country has now experienced the 
effeCl of the prefent (y!\em, through a time ot fcarchy, 
till li>tely unfel~; it has feen, that, aa the lkin of the 
int"ant expands itfelf ID the fiature of the . man, . fo does 

the principle of c:barity, which now has, for near two 
CClDtul'ies, become. to the immortal honour of. thiB- na­
t\O!I, the law 'of the !aDd, expand itfelf to thofo. 1ir'OtcRa 
of imperious neceHity which admit of Ihe expiI!IIIditure 
of· additional millions to preferve OUI> poor cowuttymen' 

bout W1UK; and that' at a time whilit the political aece1lities , . 
of tbe !late prd8 upon all raub elf people ,with II- force 
hitbert~ ~rediblal and have. unitedly; OCCIdiwed. 1ftatg-

b nitudAI 
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nitude of expenfe, which all the abilities of an able finan~ 
der can fcarcely provide ways and ~~. to anfwer. 
But, at the fame time that humanity feels:gratiJied, our 
prudence filOuld 31fo be able to conCUr in approbation of 
the vall expenditure which ' bas been, and may conti­
nue in a certain degree to be, incurred in the main­
tenance of the .poor. This will not be the cafe until, 
by fame aaive1y-efficient meafure, the indullry of the 
lower clalfes is called out to do its bea, before the pockets 
of tbe next clafi; of ufeful fubjeEb of the l13te are emptied 
to the relief of their poorer neighbours. 

The writer mull altO contefs a tacit pleafurt ill com­
mitting to the prefs tbe Ian !hee'" of the continuation of 
his Hiftory, as it ,..iii appear from them ~t the lira 
cditio" .... <If Claia' iraQ has not been written .in vain, but 

~ ,. . . 
that ,our, countrymen will probably reap fame advant2ge 
from tbis employment of his hours of leifurc, as it IfIay 
~e ' been , the means of exciting the fira abilities in the 
n~tion to an inveftigatkln of the fubjet\, and occafioned 
DeIire to be united with Power in the fervice of the 
Qufe. And although the pretent Bill, which is nQW 
beforetbe Houfe, the lira public refult of that uniOll, 

Jl!aY DOt meet the ,icku awl ,~ :!If ',iIl !'I'rIS of 
... ' kingdom .~e4t. to ,th. poor~laws, .Which cannot be 
a~im.aUer of <ow, ~r, the intricacy of ' the fubjea, 
the 'wiele · e~Il\\': .• , ita operations, the number of ihte­
rella..-r rule .,1!i'dI regu\atel; tho condua of [0 lDany 

millions 
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millions of llPPp1e; -Hi different iitiduons, mull clalh with, 
and ·the 14tl!~ which is taken by people in general to 
underibut~ an:.a..of pat\ilment of fome intricacy, being 
confidered; yet we may, With confidence, truft that the 
l),1eafure is now In good hands i ~caufe this nation, after 
tile lapfe of near two hundred years, has again feen, in 
TM Bill, for the belter Support and Maintenance of the 
Poor, now before the H{)ufe of Commons, an inftance of 
a minillcr of fiate, in the midft of innumerab)e difficulties 
attendant oil our prefeot arduous political fituation, taking 
upon bimfelf the !mrthen of a meafure of the tirft impor­
tance to the internal happinefs of the nation, which has 
~en from that reMate time' ti.If'"1lOw1efi tD the flraggling 
attention of any member of parliament; and, when thi. 
faCt recalls to pur memory the wifdom which characterized 
the JDinifiers of ihe reign of Elizabeth, (and the parliamen­
tary.journals of thofe times inform us that the famous forty­
third ,ftatute · of her rei-gn, the prefent comer-fione of our 
ro" .... laws, Was' nonbe 'produce of one feffion; bUI the col­
Je6led valil$ble remnants 9f many bills on die fubject, which 
ha<\ ~ iJl.the ~ language of the day, doJhed,) 
let ue liot defptiir'(ir'ibe~ oon/equerices'aritilg fr6br ·th~ 
pufent united application of abilities, Irnowledge, ' aM per­
kverancc, to die better rupport, maintehance; aria «iuca-
tio!l.s.,~ the poor, . 

L"ETTERS ," 
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LET T E R I. 

DE A R SIR, Clare, 1791. 

H
~REWITH you receive the firO: letter of a {eries, which /hall 

comprehend an invcftigation of the caufca that produce fa 
much mifery and dit1:ref. among our poor; which will be accom­
panied, during the continuation of the {ubjeCt. with hints tending 
to ,. ptan, that, it is imagined. may render their fituation morc 
comfortabl., and letren that heavy burtben of ratel, which im. 
poveri/h tho landed intereO:, and, in faa, anticipate the {ollrce of 
our political expenditure. 

I began the inquiry during tbe former part of the winter, with 
tbe inlent of {ending it to tbe Editor of the Anny. of Agriculture; 
but doubted with rerpeCl to the propriety of tbe' {tV>jca for that 
compilation; until, baving tbe pleafure of yo~r company at Clare, 
YOIl indicated a wilh that it migbt be {ent lOU. 

B It 
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It very forcibly ftruck me, that, during Lbo {olilude of a Jon, 
winter, {pent in the country, in the lapfe of :troe which daily 
palres away between the hours allotted to refrelmnent.,and repofe ; 
that mind muf1: be torpid and inaclivc, ill which many ideas do not 
arile that cannot be referred to perrana\ views or felfifu confidera_ 
bons, and which are not occaflOned by objeCts of bufiners or plea­
JU JC, but take their origin from better motives, and impulfes of a 
higher nature; from refieaions on the relative fiatc our happinefs 
is placed in, with refpeCl: to that of our friends and morc imme­
diate neighbodrs, in the firtl place. of our countrymen, in the next; 
and, ultimately, not only of the human race, but of the whole 
animal creation. 

One {trious c3ufe mua, therefore, arife from this {ouree. to taint 
the happinefs of ::t life paffed in l ctirement; as our ideas take their 
colour from the mort" immediate objcth of our obfervation~ it. is 
impofijbJc but that fomething of a fombrous and unpleafant hue 
mufi: tinge the mind, while it attends to what paires in that c1afs of 
lociety which is more immediately fubjeCt to our obfcrv;]tion; and 
wpile we pelceive and feel, as It were, the fordid mifery and dPfin.[s 
of our near, though humble, neighbours, it is impoffible that d 

mind, rightly dirpofed, whofe belt: energy i!l to be alive to tpe woes 
~f athen, can rnjoy uninterrupted cafe. while Co much mifery i6 fu 
near the thrdhoJd; charity can do much, but cannot do every 
thing, nor for every body, although f«onded by the beR intentions 
and mC!ft Ilberal purfe j objects of mifery, like mountain above 
mountam to the weal y traveller. arife to the view J creating defpair 
of attaining to the end of 'heir will,.., ewn in thofe who polfef. 
the llrongell and 1I10R liberal Illinda, and recalling noc:eaary and 
honell Prudence to ~ feat. But /lill 0110 foure< of bene6cence 
may be opcn<l! vi,hoDt feet of impoYerHhmcnt, and the pow .... of 
the rni~d rna} be 'caUed to the aid of cbarity. Is it impoffibJe to ex­
plore the <aufes of'tbat mifery which we difccm among our poor 
neighbours 1 Ant!, the ~a\lf .. being explored, may not a remedy be 

pointed 
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poin~ out ~ ;rpe ttternpt is worth the labour, although the event 
fhould not be fu~ccrs'ful; this one f<lEt: being too glaring for huma_ 
nity to be hlind -to. \ that, while a tenth part of our countlymc. n 
enjoy the comforts or revel in the luxuries of life, the patient a.nd 
indufirious multitude are linking beneath a load of poverty and 
wrctchedneCs. 

Rc:fieaion,. fuch as the prc~eding, gave rife to this inquiry; I 
thought that a few of the leifure hours of a country life CQu1d not 
be better employed than in·an attempt to invefiigate the caures of 
that mif.:ly wh..ich we fce among our wOlking poor: and to p llint 
out fome probable and praCticable means of relief and amendment 
of their condition; concciving, alfo, that the ideas and hints, which 
might arlfe from fuch ~Ul inq\lirYI could not mak7 thf:ir appearance 
with fo much propriety in any publication a~ in the Annals of 
II ~rieulture; bee.uf. the objea of it ref pea, the happin.f, of a 
clafs of our fellow·creatures, without whore manual labour the 
fruits of the ea~th could neither be fowed or rea.ped j and alfo re': 
collc8ing. that, if'a ray of rearon is elicited in the progrefs of the 
inqu1ry. it is due to the Ihrine of Agriculture, which, if not 
W ifdom herfdf, bears a (hong refemblanee of heir divine original: 
I !heretore dedicate the following pag", on thi' too-rI1uch-neglett_ 
cd tubjea. to your femct, and your reader's patient candour. 

The- page of hiftory .. .eal. to us this melancholy a"d awful 
troth, that the happinef9 of milliom has, in .all ages, ~n at the 
beck aRd in the power of uni! .. and thok often the meau.1l and 
worft of mankii>d; myriad. haYe fallen by the (word • . Qi(cafe, and 
famine, the viaims of war, led on to their deftruaion by wretches 
who have difgracaltbe buman race, but our in<juiry hal nothing 
to dO with the oilR clfcCb of zeal. defpotifm, or f"'itical ,..,0-
l!Irion', ..... C!DpI"1"'''''t lie. in tbe val .. of peoce aDd plenty, 
0 .... purpo/A: is to m..1hgatc thii problt:m. W~ oar IlborioD. poor 
are {u wretched 1 Docs the cornpla;'! arife from r>yfical ClU(OS. or 
from abc regulations of fociety? Can fodety, by laws, regulations, 

B 2. ex.ample, 
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or by any and what means, meJlor'\t" their condi-

The unceafing Jaws of nature mull, in every cfimate, have theil' 
energy; effects mull every where be analogous to, and flowing 
from, their caufe j gradations of comfort arife in civilized fociety 
in due proportion to the degree of eivil~ation; the fqualid inhabi­
tant of Magellan's Streight., although fo wretched and negatived 
in appearance, in all that makes lifc'fupportable. filares, doubtlers, 
a degree of h~ppinefs in proportion to hi. capacity of enjoyment; 
that capacity enlarges as civilization prevails, and means of obtain­
ing'the objetts of our wilhes alfo incrcafe. In this ifland, a dif. 
politio" to relifh the comforts of life, the meaneft of us equally 
poffel1es with the greateft; fnrt>ly, therefore, thofe comforts coc­
refpondent with our fituation, lhould not be removed at fuch a 
dillance from the grafp of any of us. as to be attai.nablc only by a 
breach of the Jaws of fodety. -In fome climes, favoured by a 
more direa approach of the folar ray. the various.artides of drefs 
are an incumbrance. and the native has no care what raiment he fhall 
clothe himfe1f with: in fuch climate he may, literally, imitat! the 
JiJic,s of the field; which neither toil nor {pin, and are clothed' only 
in the attire Nature prepared for them. How different is the n~­
ccffity in this higher latitude; (carte a natural day palfes aYlay, 
even during the fummcr folftice, but our comfort and health re­
quire that clothing, to obtain which the price of many days' 
labour mull be paid. How much Ilrong.r doe. urgent n«eflit)'" re­
quire warmth of clothing in the dreary lcafiefs winter, when every 
gale wafts rheomatifm and _gue; and what i. elfential to the 
health and prefe"" of thepa",nt, is furdy not leIS fo for the 
child. Hem.1!J in this'country, arifes one unceafing call for no in­
confiderable a;a""'of the price of labour l a caU fan8:ioned As well 
by an attentibn to tbe preCenation of life as by the diaates of de­
cency, the rcfult 91 idea. conn.aed with civilizltion. 

Another 
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.Another ftrGng &lid urgent demand on the fcanty revenUe of the 
poor man, is the erpmfc of fire. In more fouthern latitudes, the whole 
year may b. paffea, and it may not be an article elfential to th. lif. 
or health of the inhabitant: poffibly, in climate. included in ninety 
of the one hundred and eighty degrees of north and foutb latitude, 
the lower claffes of focicty fee not the blazing hearth, or have no 
oceman for it in their domiciles throughout the year: their habite 
of life are different; their fimple food, confi(\ing principally of 
the fruits of the earth, require; not much -affifiance from fire to 
make it fuitable to the palate or proper for digemon; we read 
that the inhabitants of the Hlands in the South Sea-knew not 
the ufe of hot water; but, in this ifiand, fire is neec{fary, at times. 
throughout the whole year; in fummer, for preparing the food, 
and in (pring, autumn, and winter, for the comfort alfo, if not 
for tbe prefervation, of the cottager. ~. 

OUf climate alfo occafions another demand to (cr.cen the poor 
man from its rigours. Throughout a confiderable part of the habi.:. 
table world, tbe genial warmth of the atmofphere is f\lch, that the 
hunfan race requires (caree any proteCtion from the common air 
and' fky: in thofe climes, man may wander with man, joint 
renan" of the filade, but here, a domicil is necefTary; although 
the hardy aborigines· of the i(\and might not require fuch • Ihelter, 
yet man, tamed and made tender by the arts of civilization, de­
mand. a tbrefhold, within whore facred bound. the domeflic 
beanh may be lbeI~ed, as well {rom tbe alfaults of the. weather, 
as thofc of hi. boifterous or impertinent neighbour J bence, there­
fore, arifes another call on his {lender income, an income earned 
by tho labour of his hand. and the fweat of iio brow. 

There tbm: necelfary an,d unavoidable c'all. on the financ .. of 
the !loot have been already !bted, in the an~I'" of clothing, 
6re, and dwelling: but a much larger and. more oimportant de • 

• Cook', Voyage .. 
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mand remain. to be men.iollcd,-.he daily fup~11 of food, the 
fupply of fuch meat and drink, as !hall enable him, day after day 
and year after year, to pars through a life of \tard Jabollr and 
canllant fa.igue; a Mgree of labour which tbe llrongell of us, 
whore mufclt's have not bet'n trained to the purpofe, would {brink 
from 111 the experiment of a day, perhapl of an hour; and the 
produce of this labour, the reward of thefe toils, to be expended, 
not on himftlf only, but frequently to be divided wi,h a ", ife and 
fanU~y of children. who often have no honefi melns of increafing 
their hu£band's and parent's income. 

But this is not all: the occupation of the I3bourcr, as well 3S 

the nature of his being, (ubjects him to acute illncfs, to chronic 
diforderr. and at length to old age, decrepitude, and impotence; 
the infrant any uf tiJ,[c unavuidable misforrunes of life attack him~ 
the fOllrec of every com fort is flopped, a.nd without the aid of hi9 
more opulent neighbours, or. what is infinitely to the credit of 
thi~ nation., without the interference of the godlike laws of his 
country. tbit ufeful "claC, of our countryn1C~n w~uld fmk in the 
arms of famine or derpair. • 

Theft, I apprehend, are the phyfical cmfts of that dept', of 
'ft'rdchedntf, and mifery which. we too often fee in ,-he corrl:ges of 
tl:ae poor; not to mention the wayward o3tnre of the human dif. 
pofitlon, the uample and prevalence of vicious habits; the faci_ 
uating channs of intoxicarion j the confeqllentiat habits, hflene[s 
and diffipatiolll the indolence which is concomitant with a broken 
fpirit I ""d tbat careleffilelS and indifference to what may happ ... 
in futu~ wftielt is too apt to ari(" in tac mind that can..eot W:e 
its way 'hrolljll> preltat dilliAkia: theli: ore frailties infepar,!>I. 
fro", the nature of InalJlan beings, wbich incre,ft and aggrante 
~ Mrefs, 1m4-.wIoich nothing but a proper fenCe of religiOn can 
rom,,",. and .mba 1M po ..... of tire lc:giOature Dr tht wUdom of , 
'he philo[opher can teach to alleviat •• 

But 
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BIl't it u nqt . .rom dimate, it is not from Ibe frailties of human 
nature alone, Ol~e'nece1Tary wants and demands which the pre. 
fervation of. life axi health inculcates to the mind of man, and the 
inIufficiencyof the earnings of bodily labour to attain .the gratifi­
cation of them, that the appearance of the labourer indicates {Uell 

wretchednefs; the laws. the cufloms. and habits of fociety J are 
all contributory to this effeCt:; and the ueefl of ci"ilization acea­
fions difiref'fes fuperiof, yet fimilar. to what the ravage experiences 
in his ftate of nature i fuperior, bccaufe his diftrefs is not aggra. 
vated by a near vjew of the tmtaluing contrall, the enjoyments 
ef opulence and luxury i fimiJar in tbe eifelli, which are, cold, 
hunger, and difeafe J in the one inflancc, the ravage muCt be fatif­
lied with the order of nature, which eft.bliilie. no law of appro­
priation. but occupancy; he, confequcntly. c~nnot blame the laws 
and habits of fociety. which aggravate, if they do not. in faa-, 
give rife to, the misfortunes of the Engtifh labourer: this is aJ1 
anertion which demands an inquiry; and. if the principle is efta .. 
bliflled by fuch' an inveftigation, lhouJd not tbofe laws, habits, 
and ,uftomsJ be modified, to correfpond with the feelings c.f hu­
manity ? 

In t1Je 61ft place, it is apparellt that bodily llrength is the only 
pakimony the labourer enjoys; this is to fupply him and his family 
with the neceJTaries of life: the fame patrimony, in conjnntl'ion 
with the opportunity of exerting the faculties of the mind. the in­
habitant of an uncivilized country poiTelIes; the firft is r~llrained 

by the laws from trerpaffing on IJpp"oprilllrJ propeny i and. in this 
country, all that ca~ be called property, is appropriated i the othel 
has ample rcope for tbo eJercife of his faculties, both of body and 
mind; the gifts of nature lying open to the fir{\: man who has 
ftreng.h or dexterity fufficielll to occupy them. f1.m i. a manifelt 
advantage which the fa •• ge polfdfea, and the.1am of h;' country 
have tOken from the EngliCh labourer: but hay. not tbe laws, the 
maxims. or the benC1f'oience. of foci:ery. given \0 the poor fome 

equivalent. 
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equivalent, int1:ead of the opportunity of obta~ni'l&' propcflfy by 
occupancy? the objects of which being, in el/ery:;'nftancc, already 
occupied, he is reduced to th.e fole means of batterin; the (weat 
of his bro~ for the necdfaries of life i they '{urely have, and an 
attempt /hall be made to point out the fubfiitute,. 

The labourer is worthy of his birr, becaufe he gives for it his 
fole property, hi. ftrcngth and hi,time, ref erving to himfelf only 
fufficient intervals for refrelhment and repore : what ought there­
fore to be his hirt' The anfwer is obvious: the neceliaries and 
comfort. of Il~, equal to the «afonable want, of that claf, of 
faddy among which he ranks:. Does he receive recompenfe for his 
labour equivalent to fuch a rcafanable eXp'ctl:ation? The examina· 
tion of the faCt thaI} be the anfwer to the quefiion; and, that the 
inquiry may be as clofe to rhe point a:l poffible, Jet us cxa.mine, in 
the firit' place. how the retributions for labour were paid in d~ys 
of yore, whc:thcE they then {lood in the fame proportion with 
the necdfaries.of life, in times when luxury was not fo univerfally 
diffufed, .and the cottager, not having the fight. of the rich man's 
enjoyments f~ immediately under hi, eye, might be fuppofed oto be 
better contented with his homely fare, than in thefe days, \vhen 
the firong e~preffions of the poet are verified in every villagf : 

. 
- SlR:vior armis 

Luxuria incubuit • .-itlumque ulcikitW' orbtm. 

ETTER II. 

F LEETWOOD·, -cI.ronicon Pretiofum will affill us in thi, 
inquiry I .n4. that the conc\ulion of tbe argument may not 

be fappofed to rea' on the foundation. of fancy, fome enracb 
from that ufeful eompilation /hall be produced. 

The. 
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'l1Ie intentij>p 'of. the author w .. Dot mucb dilllmilar to that of 
the ... eG:at -a. Clcopt that he bad • point to Pl'O'f'c, we haVl: 
only a fubiea t~eu"nel an4, to prove hi, point. he bal fcareh­
ed DOt only all th~blie.tion.t then "tallt on the Cubjelt. but 
alfo many manufcript account. of diftUmt IIIOft&Ilcries. where the 
prices of the 4ifferent article. of life ... _ tqUlarly mfened. and 
in fome inftances wh.,. the price. of labour formed alto ~rt of the 
,"""OUIlt. But DO comin .COIIIf>lI18tivc view can be formed on this 
head until about the middle ofthe fourlcenth century I when, by an 
act of parliament palThd in th~ Old ycar of Edward ·the Third, the 
wages of the labourers were r<iulatcd, .. account, as the preamble 
of the ftatute recites. of tbe great increafe of wages ace.fioned by 
the p!a&UC). by the lirll chapter, every perfon able of body, and 
under tbe age of futty, not haviDg mCiUl, of maintaining himfelf, 
i! bound to ferve tho(e who arC willing to employ him, at the 
wages which were wu.lly given 6x ycars before the muc, 8Dei 

fisted to be, 
s, I. 

T" haymakers and weeden, by the day • • ° I 

Mowing meadows, by the acre or day - 0 S 
Rea~efl of corn, in the lirft . week in Auguft, by the day, 0 • 

In the (econd ..... k. and to the end of the month 0 3 
Tbre1hing a quarter of wheat or rye - 0 21 

Threlbiog a quarter of barlcy, bean., pcare, or oato - ° It 
. 
That cnellcot model: for all ,sacflW nriq.itia, 'IIr Jolin 

Cullum', Hillory and Antiquities of HawL\eol; ~ 41110 affift ;0 
forming a more accurate idea of the P""I'r'lOllal pri ... of labour 
awl pl'OYifion. in Suffolk tbroughout {o~ part of tIaio century : 

• 
.. "Ibis pr nmMe tdl 'I the ~ ., 1he ....... ill the price t;I Wraur, .' c1ccn::r(e 

<I tbo ....... <Ii .... II1II _ .... ~ qJ !he l1li to doc .... DO< ;11<,"". - c 
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• J. 
.387. W1>eat t1irellted, per quarter 

• • o • 
Other grain • 
A reaper, per day • 
Man filling dung.cart three d4yt 

1389. Whe.t reaping, per ""... • 
Mowing an s .... of pl\ . 

Thefe -pticel 1ft without meat, drink, 
maDded,-

• 

• o 2 
• 

o 4 
• • o 101 

- - 0 l ' 
• 0 6 
or other coumfy do. 

The prices of provifion.! and the Dec.ffar;e. aDd comforts of life, 
wec;, during the fame cfntary, as foUow: 

A.n ~L~ 
'309, A pair of lItoe, 
l314- A ltalled) or corn-fed, ox 
'314, Agraf,.fedox 

A fat !hlled cOw _ 

A fat lItcep unfhorn 
A fat lIteep lItom 
A fat hog. two years old 
A fat goofe 

• 
- . 

Ale regulated by proclamation, in r.rpea to price. 

004 

1 4 0 

o J6 0 

o 12 0 

o I 8 
o 1 • 2 

, 

a gallon 0 0 I 

'338. Wheat, a quarter 0 3 4 
Barley, a quarter 0 0 1,0 

Pta{e and beans. a quarter .. 0 1 0 

Oats, .. quarter 0 0 101 

White.wita. • gallon '. .. • t "· o · <> 6 
R.ed wiie,l, a pUp ... . ,1' - ' - 0 0 4-

13t7' Barley. ,t Leice4lr •• quarter • - 0 ~ 0 
'388. LaClage of": """". ,,"uh Ott calf, qno year, ancl a hen"o 6 8 

• 

• HilIpaad Wq\lilico oIlIa~ I\< 188, '90. 

' 388. Wh •• t, 
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{.. t. d. 
1388. ,Wheat, per quarter - - 0 4 0 

Oat... per'luarter - - 0 • 0 

An ox 0 13 6 
A boar 0 I 8* 

It is not an .. ry matter to determine, from the price. fpecilied 
in Fleetwood, what was the average-rate. at which provifions were 
fold. the year parliament regulated the price of labour j for, about 
the middle of tbi. century, years of dearth and pleniJ almo!l alter­
nately follow each other, and the pe!lilence alfo oceaflaned a canfl­
derable difference; but the anicle! extraCted are in thofe years, 
when none of thefe j cauCes affeCted the price of provifions, and 
may therefore be .tleemed a tolerable exaCt: average for the four­
teenth century. 

In the beginning of the next century in the year '404, the pay 
of a labourer was fometimes two-pence, fometimes three ... peoce, 
as appears from ~ computus of the Prior and Canons of Burcbcficr; 
and in 

• £. J. d • 
'446: Labourer. without diet 0 0 31 

• From Michaelm .. to Eafter, ,d. lef •• 
• A mowe, in harve£!, without diet 0 0 6 

A reaper and carter, without diet 0 0 S 
. 

T~ prices of neeelfaries and I',ovifion. from the [ame COlJ1,pl'tlOlI 
; ~, I. d. '. '407. A (OW • • 7 0 

Two bulheb of wheat - o '0 
Five bulhel. and a half of falt 3 4~ 

'~s. Pear., rer ~~a~er. ~ 
0.11" .. of itIt, f1'bm ,d. to 

. . , , 
2 • • 

J 0 1f 

• Flt<twood', 0.- P ..... 
C! 
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I. d. 
'oflS. Gallon of red wine •• Q • 

GaUon of fweet win. • 1 -+ 
• 

Two yards of ruUCt doth for the Ihephord. •• 
Thirty pair of winter glove. for the (.rvant, _ -+ 0 

The foUowiag from other .ompntus" : 

14-44. Wheat. a 4uatter - • -+ -+ 
Malt, • qUlrter - • - -+. 0 

. Oatst a quarter • 1 8 
Flitch bacon - 1 a 

14-45. Wheat. a quart.r • 4 6 
Oats, a quarter 2 0 

Gallon of ale D •• . 1447. Wheat, a quarter 8 0 . 
Oats, a quarter • 2 .t 

" 448. Wh.at, a quarter • 6 8 
Oats) a quarter • 2 0 

1449. Wheat, a quarter > 0 

J450' Wheat, a quarter Ii 0 

Oats, a quarter 2 0 

Gallon of ale • 
• o • J 

1463. Wh.at, a quart.r 2 o· 

In Ih. fixtccnth century, only two inllance. are to be found of the 
wages of a labourer, one in lSJ+, the other in ]557. 

A. D. • s. iI. 
'5 J 4. Labo\uert f~fter to Ml.baelll" ... .....,c in harvdt, 0 4 

Ditto froin 1m •• 10 Eafter . ' , : '. • 0 3 
A mow.rin "b' " mtb diet, 44. m!hout ' - ' 0 6 
A rcaper·~'~·lhhitvell: ,withdiet. 3i .. 1ii.I:IIiDIU,: 0 .~ 

• 
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15'4' A woman:!ahQurer, and "ther labourers. with diet, 
• iJ. without --

'SS7' Thtelhing a quarter of wheat - • 
Ditto of rye 
Ditto of barley • 

o 4t 
J I 

,",0 '0 
Q 5 

PriceJ of proviflOn., &c. in the .6th century: 
C. s. J. 

'S U. 0011, a '1u~er - • 0 • Q 

Beans, a quarter • 0 4 0 

"S'3' Oato, a'illuter - 0 • 4 
Beans, a quarter - - 0 4 • 

• 5 1 S. Bel"., a 'l"ac! ... 0 .,. , 
'533, Fat oxen - I 6 8 

Fat wethers • • 0 3 of. 
Fat calve. • 0 3 4 
Fat lamb. • 0 I o · 
Beef in L.m<lon ·,flb. or 31b. 0 0 1 

Mutton, per quarter, in London 0 0 8 
J 557: V'(heat, a quarter before harvcft • Q 8 0 

Wheat, a quarter after harvell 0 4 0 

Malt, a 'luuter before harveft Q 5 0 

Malt, a quarter after b.arleft Q .,. 8 
1 S58. A j!ood lbecp . • . , . • Q 

• 10 

In thit in'lai". thei'e'1 n<> _ .... n.lt)< __ into ' an arJ>l-atioIl 
of tbe comparative value of mon.,. in rh. dirt. _tutiet, tlm>uch' 
great part of wbich tWe noli ... ba.., beoil ~f l?IUafe the -price. 
of IaOour and proriflon. h .. e.been val ... d ..... --.r,.ae. <Ii real 
or ~ CoUt; 'I!Id ther<fOl'/l cho ........ tIah, JIkhougb very 
<iIifI'a$i\tfoo!llr.;blt • . tbc ...... ~ill.tioMmrbit century, i. 
'JIIiIio.COl8l'd'Dt '" ilh.ftrIIi: the · ratio the prioeo <Ii !'about bore at 
..... ~ sollie price .... f die _g;ria~ ~. 

LETTER 
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I NSTANCES of the price. of labour, and tile catempont". pric:ea 
of provifion, have been continued, by the alliltaoee of the 

C.roni., Pr'tiofom, to • lalQ' ear. than thlt in our ecelefiafiical 
hifiorYI when the '3,d ~.of Heney VIII. ch"3' laid the 
axe to the root of , ~l mQI\Iftic pollitrlOn. in tbit 1tingdom, and 
tran.c.:rrea their efta... and rights to tbe crown. The dfelt thi. 
total cbang. qf property hm on tbe fltuation of the pOOr remaino 
to he.con6dered. 

It will, at firft fight, he thought, and is indeed believed to be the 
faa, by thore who have ruperfici.lly invcftigated the I,;fiory of this 
period, th!J.t this aCi, at once, ltruck off mnny of their comforts, 
and deprived them of many fources of affillancc, . whith are fup­
pored to /)ave lIowed to the poor in numberloer. ftreams, from the 
kitchell', ref~ ao-, and eeI"ra, of the monafteries; and 
thlr,t sQ.owent .a. of parliament tor their reUef, which reflell: 
hqnour on tbe .nnals of our hifiory, towird,'the end of the fix­
t«nth and beginning of the enfuing century, arofe from a ne'i~mty. 
o<'tl(wned by tbis capital ftrou of the 8& Henry" dd'potic au­
thbrUy I but the !tillory of the timet ddet obI authorize the con-
defion. I . t-

It rather appears that what ftream. did, in f~a, flow from there 
eedeflafii,al fraternitieo, to tbe poor of tbe kingdom, .... re /hallow 
and penuriQU', at the belt, tbe -coarfe olfal of a homely board I 
indeed, M lli!l ~ ... life ,..h.ich was, P'\"tllCd loy ~e nobility alld 
geDtry ... f.dIiI". __ ~l"if"~~I't"'~rdJIom 
.. ., /lpt !/Ion. !lind. ~ ...... tlet ,,,",,,,,;cilu~' tbat owergi'own 
~\te(. ~1t,ql"".itIIia its m"", I .,propWty .that, ,lpiead 
tlII . ~he h~lTlbl""~','IlOUIFr, ?ould fto4 , "iJliImfT·frut, 
GOo,lPe contfo'r, .a~. ~very' village then boallod, ,",ito canaanl 
inhabitant, one.«! me"' , Nbihntial, if not tAbol!lt<l, landlard, 

wbole 
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whofe_; ho1'pit;lbJe.f .. ~, ~ .• fei!lblanc:e. ';'actording · 10 Ihe riches 
1lDd nmk' of th. '0,,"_;" :10 thlt"!IooIlQ!II;c profufion, which, . by 
th~.j'1:~,(oblppiiY :~t.r 1I!~'inform.tion of, pinlerily? 
by..Di • .;P~cJ •• appears' to ha.",·illPdiotbo!. Character of ihdif'h 
H~I (~. :~thl'B'~rl.nd • . who ·· liy~d · 1Ifar."~ .~i1ning ' of mi. 
ctr'f.Ury; 'Wa 1b8Jl notl i£-.,furlilar. inftanoes. in· proportion, -to rank­
",,<!; f<VtIJACt.,·he ·illppolO4,·~.: ,Iie.' p...vllenr, imagine ' the poor to 
havA 1ftljjlh (elt the .. want '0£ fudlqjffifianc:e; ••. the ' head. of mo. 
~., ~~,ot() " "given ...... y at their gates; which, from' . 
the ffiatiol\l> 'oS modem travellers .. who have lalely .ifiled thole . 
eo ... trieoon .. .. CO!Itin.nt. where-monaJlic inll:itution; are·ll:iII in 
full . forcc<;~: of~ fr.om tbe, .. hfer .. tions' of Dr; DueaTtI! in 
iii. :tow:, ...... 1\f~y., whe"",tho'Cuitoms, ··endowments. , 'and' 
charitable don.tion~oi,.~.,mooal1wri .. mll p,iofi'" may !le ' 'fup­
pofed, .from.,tbeir .. ",rmc, cODMetlow.Widl)l·iOJbe"/iinil2r' fai 'what 

. was ., exp~jenced in this .country,· appear to "be infifirtificant ,.;and 
trilling, alwayo ' .!<cepting -tbof. inll:ances where the ' particular 
motive' of the eil(io~'mcnt '"was- ' to enfure a hofpitable 'reception' 
to· tbe ·travclleo, . Tanner alfo, ·bv ,". note in tbe prmce to No/i. 
tia .Mo.lljliN, Bppelrl to' be ·of ~. that it cahnot lie ' attri. · 
b)lled to.what tbo , poor .tSti1lOd. fmm. tbe relig;ou. · hou~~, that 
flO plroohial -alfelflDCJlts f"" their 1"clief w"'" found nccelfary duo 
ring &be·.pr ... Jcl,lCC .. ftllC IXIOnoa;.,·iftftiIDtienl'l "'though. it' appears 
~~ .• ,,,£..~ ~IICf ,p{iorie., dignified. one -of,.their·oII\cers with 
tbe,~,~ .~~"'\·f:l.~~ ':,; ~.i..- .~~'lf~ti:~~;~~ ,·!~ '(:~~{i"1.~j:~,,,. ~·I' 

.B,ut, .be thi, faa IS it II1II1;' it< it,. IO .. b. ,. ·~,ttIk,i!w the 
:poo~.did not (u(lain ~y great lofs 'from .tb • . ·.bolition' of;t ... ,1Iio. 
~or~.: in, r,b~ ani!;1.4 any, c.onfulerabl. relief, they. mir;ht bave 

'W ' - , • 

~&:om !th~ . in. '(lfO)'jjjon or alms""..,. -';",y"felt!one , 
• . ,' . _... ,. .. .. ,,' wllumber:« .1b&.noccdifCIW being con· 

.slt~~~1::'~~~ 1::~=::, ~t~x~:~.perert 
(iderably 
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Jid .... bly ;ncrea(ed ~ beauf •• 'on tbe tlillithlti~ll ct·tl\o r.1JIoir tIIO­
rWkriea. in tho year '536. lJlaqk' ..-)lCI dill ~ elCC!O!l two 
hundred pound •• ,eaI'. ii\ I. {aid. tll.t..,. "",.tI!!!sI:s.I ~~d 
penon. we .. I<M to feel< tboit ~ ,._~ .. . 1\(itiuwt 
any other allow.n .. thaa ~.~ •• pew.,.... ~ 
• revenue of· t~"""2it.,.two· _rall4 , po~ ... YW ...... 
velled in the Of04IIls -. ",bon. tIM pabII' IQD~ W.,. ~ 
folved. ' ia tlte ftU< '5390 , 1iPd ... m'ClllID of, _ !lIlod'" ~ 
fOllt"! tboolQG nine .21.h ... and .• Vi ... pou..- ._ .~ 

frtlia" d&e lnIIiat .... lIC. Of ptqpl6 in idl"".r.. *IIi begaa 10 110 .. in 
different cbann ..... if tho,nunabcr of ,1Iie "...... •. Ihrowa upon the 
public by the dill41ution of tho leff ... IJIODaftcci ... be Added to the 
number whi4lt ",ay 4IIi> be fupj>Oled to have become: a bunla ... 
to the public by the dilfolution of the greator _.tt~ """'­
puting that number by the, ~l' _ vdled ill the 
crown by tbodlltee __ .O!N_ . ... ..nt,d' ;ia, eI&e " .... 11· 

by tliII f<lI_4 _1iIIg to a total of .... r f?"!y-weo tboufand 
porion" who in the 4apfo of • few 1"'" bad ~OII\e ad4itional 
'Ohjett. of charity, for. althougl> ...... y of II>c mc:onberr of the 
grc&ter 1nOIIaft<ri .. wue allowed ~ y!;t, ji it be cdDfidcred 
thu tl>e, now ~ ... liiIctlf' of. """""'ing &theo~ of t'an!i­
·Ii... (w:. " cakolation wiat Jlot, llippo&r to be extravagaat. , it 
.. ill then '* oecaIien our .fu.rprife, . that • few yea,. aftor this 
.\'Cnt, the Iegillature Ibould .... ac:ea1ion to illteffere ill , their , 
behalf. when probably not lef. tban a hundred thouiAAd pa;!i>"s. 
wlao hd 1IO';..i6bJe mean. of lminttoance. p::dliad 011 the cIillri­
butioln., tlot charitable i1m4....aad ill traft with the eccl.uc..: . . , . 
tics. _ in p .......... tho\r 'P;pc, '. aIlO beeamc im-
portun'~/ __ -1Jhe ,defultory ,feelings at <:bnimbIe indi.i­
duals, wh • .• j! or _rally be _ed wi:b '_~n at the 
'fht of iheir fatber·confe1Ton now become needy fathers of a 
,..,., oIfsprq. 

.It/lItia Mona!b, ,-
BcIldeo. 
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Bdide,. the·wars;. which, from the conquelt, h~d kept our po­
pulation thin.i a number of lives having been thrown away in 
the different ronteRs, within the kingdomJ for the fceptre,; on 
the continent of Europe, for foreign poi'cffions.j and in Afia, on 
romantic principles- of religious chivalry,; had now, for a confi­
der,ble period, ceafed I and near a century had dopfed ·lince the 
battle of Bofworth had feated Henry the Seventh on the throne, 
who, by hi. marriage with Elizabeth, the h.ird. of the York 
family, had united the claims of the two haufes jn his perron; 
and no internal commotion having, {inee that tYent, oc:cafioned 
any confideroble waite of blood; and, except at the battle of 
Flodden-Field, which fecm., for a time, to have quelled the 
animofity of our northern neighboun, the nation having fu1fered 
no lars of inhabitant. [rom foreign wars J peace, of courfe, and 
its concomitant, population. had increafed the riches of thofe 
who poffe:ffed the opportunity of acquiring, and, at the fame 
time. the numQer of thofe. whore humble fituation precluded 
them from fuch tttempts; the number of inhabitants, therefore, 
who· had no means of (upport, except from their labour, confe­
quen'tly was confiderably inereafed, - and, molt probably, among 
the cCflwd which prefied on the public from the ditTolved mo­
naneries, few were there who could handle the plough, the flail, 
or the fpade; but many, who, if they could not dig, were not 
alb.med to beg; a privilege which diJferent alb of parliament 
had already laid under certain reftridion •• 

• In '377, the number ofinhabitanu in England and W~CI amowuCa to J,091,9tL 
In JS83. to.f1688,ooo. ~ 

D 
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T HE fituation of the poor, with rcfpeEt to the price of labour 
and I he: nccelfarics ~f life. their claims alfo on the charity 

of thore in whofe polIeffion was centred the property of tlJis 
kingdom. having been confidered; it will now be a topic worthy 
our attention. to relate, briefly as poffible, the notice the legif­
lature of the kingdom ha! taken of them, from the period when 
they firft became objet1:s of Jegiflation, unto tbe peerent time when 
they participate of a revenue amounting to near three millions 
iteriillg l)Cf an1lum, l'aifcd for their employment and relief by the 
authority of th l! flate. 

This inqujry may, with great propriety, pars over that diflallt­
rera , the tralll'aCiions of which biftary hai preferved in "ery faint 
and doubtful record Ii ; and, indeed, it is not probable that, in 
times when this inand enjoyed not aDY regular fttrm of government, 
a great attention fllOUld be paid by our governors' to the wclf<fre of 
the poor ; nor ill it matter of wonder that while the petty i-eguli 
of the ht'pt3J:chy were cootea-iug the boundaries of theif" infig­
nific:lIlt dominions; or while a foreign family, attellded by a fw!rm 
of martial and Ilerdy foll owcf', were contending for the throne of 
England, or dillJUting among themfclves for the prile they had ob­
taiJll:o ;.tlmt any humane or wife regulations Ihould take place with 
fe1i)ea to the poor, who were then only confidered as the means 
by which the claims of their refpeClive lords might either be 
enforced or defended I and, viewed in that light,' they rank in 
a diU:crcnt c1a[s of citizens, and arc difiinguifbed by epithets 
different from, .hut not more refpcCtablc in fociety, than that of 
hutb3.numcn. 

After the famiry of William, the Norman, had been eftablirhed 
Oil the throne tor fcvcral generations, and Edward the Firft, 

having 
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having made !he cO}lqueft-of North Wales, turned his attentIon 
to the defencelefs fituation of the lower clars of his Welch fuh . 
jetls, and tlroduced, with the affiftance of his parliament, t!u t 
code of laws known in our ftatute~books by the name of Sta_ 
tuturn Wa/JitE ; 1n which were regulated the modes by which 
they might obtain redrefs of private and public wrongs"; and jn 
which it is emiCted, that a poor man, id\enll of putting in 
pledges to profecute a fuit, on Cuing out a writ, Ololiid only pledge 
his faith: from the date of this ftatutc, which was paired in 
]284, no mention appears of the poor in the ,ads of pJ.rliamcnt 
tmtil 1349, when the ftatute of labourers regulated their wages, 
as hilS been already mentioned, and ill {hong language decla red 
that thei r labour, while they were able to work, Ihould be their 
only refourcc, by the following words: "That no one, under 
pain of imprifonment. by preteftce of piety or charity, Ihould 
prdume to give any thing to thofe who were able to labour. to 
encourage them ip idlenefs and floth, that by thofc means they 
might be compelled to 'Work for the neceflarics of li fe." Ano­
ther Ctatute palfed in the fame reign, which gave the poor the 
right of an attaint in pleas, real and perfonal, withou t fin c, 
and the·ltatute of labourers, alfo, was confirmed, and the obfcr­
vanle of it enforced by an imprifonment of fifteen days, and alfo 
by the punifhment of burning them in the forehead, with an iron 
in tbe form of the letter F, if they left their work and went away 
jnto"ilifferent towns. or into another country j and al(o obliged the 
officers of cities or boroughs. in which they might ref"tdc, to deliver ' 
them up. 

From this period. until the zit of Richard tIle Second. the ftattlte­
book is filent with n:;fpeCl: to them; the .parliament,then, J3 78, 
confirmed the (brute of the 23d of Edward the '7hird, and the 
other ltatutes of labourers, and ten years afccrwal'ds repeated the 
confirmation j and farther directed that no {e~v.:flnt or labourer 
fhould depart from one hundred. J":lPC'. or wapcntake, to ~lhef, 

D 2 to 
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to ferve, or live elfewherc, or under preten~e of, going a pilgri ... 
mage) without a letter patent, containing the c3ufe of his going. 
and the time of his return, on pain of being put in thl frocks un­
til he finds furety for his return. This act of parliament 31[0 

regulated the wages of yearly fervants, in hu{bandry, allowing to 
the bailiff J 31. 4d. and clothing once a year j to the maner-hind. 
l OS.; the carter, lOt.; fbepherd, I DS.; oxherd, 6s. ad.; the deyc, 6,.; 
plough-driver 71.: their wages were enforced, and the people were 
reilrained. fro111 giving mor! by pecuniary penalties: for the firft 
tranfgreffion, forfeiture of the overplus; fecond tranfgreffion, dou­
ble the overplus; third offence, treble the overplus, or imprifon­
ment of forty days. By the fame flatute, thofe who had feeved in 
any agricultural occupation, until they were twelve years of age, 
were reJtrained [rom being put out to allY trade or myftery, on 
penalty of the indenture, or covenant, being void; and aU {crvants 
in huibandry, and labourers, were prohibited to wear any fword, 
buck1er, or dagger, except for defence of the x:ea1m in the time 
of war l but they were permitted to have bows·and arrows, and to 
ufe them on Sundays and feaft-days: all unlawful games ~ were 
alfo prohibited: the fcventh chapter· of this ftatute al(o direCted, 
that' impotent beggars Choutd live in the cities and villages where 
they were refidcnt at the time of paffing the act, and jf the inha­
bitants of the faid cities and villages nt 'Voilmt . OU tit poitnt Julfir 
dt /el trover, i. c. were not willing or able to maintain them,· 
they nlOlild be taken to other towns in the hundred, rape, or 

. wapentakc, or to the towns where they were born, within forty 
.days after proclamation of the act, where they filould continue 

for life. 
-Three years after the date of this act, the leginature made a • 

. laudable provifidn for the poor, from the appropriation. of hene-

This trl1nf\ation may poBibly be i.naccurate.-l have (earched the French diaiona­
ries and il()rrar;e~ in tfly polfcffion, and confers I cannot find ruth. meaning a5xt:d to the 
verb 'f"""' but know of nQlle fo proper. 

ices, 
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lices, which Will. con"firmed in the beginning of the reign of Henry 
the JVth j at which time it was enatl:ed, that no labourel' lhould be 
retained to work by the week; but for what reafon it is not cary. at 
this difiance of time, to conjeCture. 

The legiOature remained filent 011 the fubjeB: from this period 
until 1414, when, by the fecond £\.atute of Henry the Vth, juf':' 
lices of the peace are direaed to fend their writs for fugitive la­
bourers and {eevants to every Iheriff in England, and an:: alfo 
empowered to examine labourers, [crvJ.nts. and thejf mafiers, on 
their oath:;;, of all things done by them contralY to the ordinances 
and ftatutes, and to punilh them, on their canfeman, 35 though 
they were conviCted by inquefti which power is alfo recognized. 
in the fecond year of Henry the VIth, with rcfpeEt to ~hofe who 
take wage'1oJuperior to what are allowed by fiat utI: j and, in the fixth 
year of the fame reign, it is enaaed, that jufiices (ilf peace, in their 
counties, and the mayors and bailiffs, in every city, borough, and 
town, fuall havepowel' to make proclamation in every county, city, 
borough. and town, in full [eilioll, once a year, how much every 
fervant, in hufbandl'Y, ihould take for his fervice for the year enfu­
ing; and that two proclamations 1hould be made between the feaCts 
of EaGer and Michaclmas for that purpofe; which aCt is confirmed 
in the eighth year of the fame reign. 

In the year 1436, wheat and barley, being at a {mall price, (that 
is to fay, wheat at 61. 8d. and barley at 3;' per quarter,) are per­
mitted, by a fiatLlte of the fame date, to be exported ·witbout 
licence. Six years afterwards this fiatute is confirmed for ten years; 
and, in J444, it is ma{~c perpetual; 3nd, in this year, the legillatur. , 
a1fo enaaed, that the wages of hufbandmcw t in harveft-time, 
fhould not exceed the following rates: & reaper, 4.d. a day witfl 
board>; without board, 6d.: a harveft.man, Or" cirrver, 3d. with 
board j without, 5d. : women-labourers, 21d. with board; without. 
414.: and that the wages of fervants in hulba'ldry, by the year, 
lhould not excud the following prices} a bailiff, 231. ",rI. with 

board, 
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board, and 5J. for doillc5. a chief hind, cart~ or Ihepherd, 
20S. with bo~rd, and 4S' for clothes; a common (er'l3nt. J 51. a 

year, hO<1ni, :1I1d :;s. 4". for clothes:; a woman-fcrvant,.los. board, 
ami 41. for cloths; a child, ul1(kr 14 years of age, 61. with board, 
and y. for d ot/lcs; and alfo direltcd that a fervant, in hu f­
vandry, J'ufporting to depart from his mailer at the end of the 
year. lhould give him half a year's w.lrning, or elfe [ave him the 
year following:. 

From this .time, no notice is taken of the agricultural poor, 
and no new regulations which could affect them arc to be round 
in the ftatutes at large, ' until the eleventh of Jlenry the Vllth. 
1494, except an act which pJffed three years before, prohibiril)g 
pulling down, or ruffering to decay, houfcs of hLlfh:mdry; by. 
which mean:.. the preamble to the aa fays, in fOlDe towns, whcJC 
upwards of t""-o hunured per/ons 'were occupied, and lived ·by 
their lawful labour. now only two or three herdfrnen arc employed. 
and the refi: faU into idlencfs. * By the fecon~ chapter of the 
eleventh of Henry the Vlhh, vagabonds, and' idle and [urpell-ed 
perfons. 'hall be ret in the flock s three days and three nights; and 
have no otner fuO:enancc but bread and water, amI be then put out 
of the town,; and every beggar, not able to work. Jhall rdon to 
the hundred where he laft dwelt, is beft known. or was born. dnd 
there remain, on pain of like punifhment: and no artificer. or la­
bourer. lhaii play at any unlawful games, except during Chl'iitmas. 
Two juHices an: alfo, by the fame aer, empowelcd to refrrain 
the common felling of ale. 1t is curious to fcc how early. after the 
lclitf of the ,oor became an object: of the legifiature, the regu_ 

if ... .:.., 
The kgin:l~rtl ... c~l,lfie, ago, feelns to have been lI.wue of th~ bad confe. 

quenc~s, to POPUfll.lipl1 :and iodunry, th..u lI.tire from Ihc cOllruhd:luon of fmall f:lCmf, 
which, wncrl' general, is lI. meafure whIch flnl..cs ,It th.e mot of l\-ery fiimlllus to ;jgri~ 

cultural iuuulby among the poor, by e.'tduding all prufpctl of uling the plough "mIticide: 
for them(e1 ~c5. 

lation 
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lation of alehollw was alfo a fubjeCl: of their attention, and with 
what an equal (\ep the law, reCpeaing vagabonds and altho"fe, pro­
ceed togeth .. ·. 

The parliament alrc, in the fa me year, enabled poor pcrfons to 
fue out writs of fubpa:na againfl: thore that may give them auf\! of 
complaint, and counfel DlalI be appointed them, taking nothing 
for the fame, at the difcretion of the ch.:mce1lol'. The prices of la ... 
bour were again regulated by the [,me: parli:tment. 

In the 6th year of Henry the VIIIth. the wage~ of (crvants, 
in hufbandry, 3rc again regulated, 3!i are the hours they Olan 
work. have for their meals, 3nd flee»; nnd, by the twcnty~fccond 
of the fame reign, jufiices of the peace are empowered to licence, 
under their fea1s, {uch poor, aged. and impotent perfons. to beg 
within 3 certain precinct. as they fllall think to lun'c molt need; 
and- if any beg, without fuch licence. he fhall be whipped. or elfe 
fet in the frocks; and a vagabond taken begging nlall be whipped, 
and then fworn to.return to the place where he was born , or laft 
dwelt, for the fj)acc 'of three years, and there put himfelf to .Ia. 
bour •• 

All the other parliamentary regulations which refpect the poor 
labourers, betweeo the interval of this laft:·mentioned aCt and 
tholl! of the 28th and the 3'(\ years of the [,me reign; the firll 
of which veflerl the fmaller monalteries, and the Jall: di{folved the 
whole ftruCture of monaftic inllitution, and vefted aU their efiates 
in the crown; may be found in a capitular of ftarute 27th, Henry 
VIII. cap. 25, which direCted, that all governors of thires, cities, 
hamlets, pariOlcs, &c. tball find and keep every aaed. poor, and 
impotent perfon, who was born or dwelt t .... :ee 4yt'Jrs within the: 
fame limit, by way of voluntary and charikble almlt in every of 
the faml: cities, parifhes, &c. with ruch eonvenjeti~ aJms as {haU 
be thought meet by their dircretion, fo as none of them (hall be 
compelled to go openly begging: and .1[0 /hajj compel every 
(\urdy vagabond to be kept in continual labour. Children under 

'4 
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14 years of age, and ahove five, that live in i4lcn&lS, and arc taken 
begging, nl:1y be put to Crrvice by the: governors of cities, towns, 
&c. to hi libanllry, or other crafts or labours. A vagabond fuaU, 
the firll tim~. be whipped. and fent tathe place where he was born, 
or Iail dwelled, by the fi)ace of three years, there to get his living; 
:lOd, if he continue his roguiCh life, he fuall have the upper part of 
the griftle of his right ear cut off; and if, after that, he is taken 
wandering in idlenefs, 01' doth not apply to his labour, or is not in 
fervice with any maner, he Chall be adjudged and executed as a ft. 
lone No perron fhall ma~e any open or common dole, nor {hall give 
any money in alms, but to the corpmon boxes and common gather .. 
ings, in every parifb, on pain of forfeiting ten times 36 much. U n­
lawful games arc al(o prohibited. 

Thefe, as rar as they refpefr the fubjeCl of this inquiry, are the 
leading points, in which the Icgillature of other times interfered 
in the regulations of the rights, claims, and conduCt, of that clafs 
of the community, whore only property is their. perronal ftrength, 
and whore fole employment through life is ha'rd labour: but there , 
alfo exifted a defcription of fellow-fubjeCts, whofe rights were frill 
more circumfcribed. and the exifience of which clafs of men in 
thill iflalld is, much to the honour of the prefent age, ~roved at 
this day only hy the page of hiftory. and ruch notices as afe preferved 
in the black-lettered law-hook, of paft times. 

They were called villains. The word has refpeCt to the nature of 
the tenure and the locality of their fervices, rather than to any par. 
ticular ideas of difgrace which were attached to their perf on .; "jl/ani 
guia 'Villa .tlfcripti. fays Lord Coke: they were in Come inftances 
the property. ~ the lord, were transferred like other property, 
ond that p~icular defcription of thern~ called villains in grofs, 
were in many "cfpca, in a fimilar fituation to thofe Africa'ns, who 
arc objects of our commerce, and tranfportcd to the Weft Indies; 
but it appears,afrom Littleton'S Tenures, that their perfonal fafety 
was guarded. and no inltanees are to be found where they were ex-

empted 
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cmpted fcom the general benefit of the laws of their cQuntr'l. 1m .. . . 
lefs where the laws and cutloms, of a particul:!.r tenure, interfere,l, 
and reduced them, in thofe inftances, almo!l: to a fiate of {lavery. 
It may be p·rcfumetl, therefore, that in all other ref peEts they lu.d 
an equal claim, with the ren: 'of our fellow.fubjech, to a cpmpenfa­
tion for their labour, while they were tluleto.do any; and, when they 
were incapacitated, they then claimed from the hand of charity 
equalIr with their neighbours. 

• 

LET T E R V. 

A T this period, fo interefling to the feeling. of all Englifll 
Prote{laflts. when th~t vafr fuperctruCture of Papal influ­

ence and grandeur. reared on the foundation of fear and fu­
perftition, which.h~d exified fo many centuries, fell, as it werc, 
by tlje magic touch of Henry VIII. to the ground, and an edi· 
fice more confonant to the principles of fober piety and good fenfe 
afore in its ftead; let us paure awhile, and reflect on the diffe­
rent fituations the poor were in, both with refpea: [0 their wants 
and demands on fociety thm. and that ftation which they now 
hold: the contrafi will appear !hiking, and fome ufeful reHeCtion, 
may. arife from it. . . 

Their wages had uniformly hitherto borne a proportion to the 
neeelfario, of life; and, that fuch proportion might be -preferved, 
independent of the capricious or fcl6.1h will of ~n intereficd 
mafier, and the impofing demand. of ftbrdy ' lazin'cfs, the price 
of labQur had frequently been regulated hy the lej:illature, which 
had alfo paid a canftant attention to the prices of provifionsj and 
aU the needfaries of Jife had been-attainable hitherto, th roughout 
the whole period which has been fubjeCt to out rmew, (except 

E III 
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in times of t,fual doarth,) by a proportion of· r<!bour which left a 
• furplus for accidents or illnefs; but, at the fame time that the Iegif. 

lature had this equitable attention to their interefts, it enforced the 
ncu,::JJ ' ty of labour and employment, by corporal puniOuflents of the 
idle and w3l1dercl', and by Jcltraining the hand. of charity from 
giving pl:l funs of fuch defcription any affiftance. 

ThlOugh the fame ",ra we alro lind that the infirm, the aged, 
and the impotent, had no claims of affifiance from fociety, ex­
cept on that portion of the pofTeffions of the ecclcfiaftics which 
{eerns to haveoeen adequate, \mder the management of the clergy, 
to the demand on it.; aild the jealoury of the lcgiflature, left the 
attempt made by the monafteries on that fund, by the appropria­
tion of the great tithes to themfelves, might, in the end, divert it 
from its prop.:r application, i:; vCJY :ipparent, oy that act of parlia~ 
mcnt which paffed i ll the J 5th of Richard 11. and was confirmed by 
the 4th of IlCilry IV. . 

Another circum fiance well deferves our notice: -the luxuries of 
life were hitherto but little, if at all, in ufe ~mong the poor j no 
deleterious filUft" or tobacco, no debilitating tea. no Hqui4 fire, 
commonly called gin. or fpirits; thore banes of health and morals, 
thofe fure ddlroyers of the confiitutions of the prefent and of the 
riling generations; and it is late in the periorl that we hnd lmy 
mention made of al!!.llOufes, recepticles of vice and immorality! 
from whellce the Trcafury dl'aws a confiderable re\'enue, and at the 
faille time c.lrains the poor of their property, cOllfiitution, . and 
morals. 

Malluf.aurt;f had olfo made but little progref. among us, which, 
however they lIl,y enrich individuals, or incrcarc the foucccs of our 
commerce, are. to the labouting poor, when they are the means of 
congregating"'t~c.m to work in parties l or arc introduCtory of fc­
dentary employment, molt fr:rious evils; in as much as they are 
by long experience found to affetl:, moft materially, the health and 
morals of thofe 'employed in them; and when, whioh has hap-

pened 
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pened in m~my places, they leave the pariflles which have. for a 
time, been their reudence, (for, manufaCtures are naturally deft11 ... 
tory.) tho(e parifhes are left in mirerable poverty and I"pler, 
wretchednefs. 

The means of intercourfe with popular cities were: alfo le[s ob .. 
vious; of confequence, all thofe crimes, which, being committed 
in a crowd, may efcape cenrure, were Ids praaifed > and that evil 
example, which is always to be found where many idle people arc 
affembled, was lefs before their eyes; befides, the moral conduB: of 
the individual was more under the guidance of tl~e ecdeflafi.ical 
direCtor of his confdence. during the exiftence of the Rom:m 
Catholic perCuafion ;' which circumfrance mult be allowed to have 
been a c~ufe of Chitler moral conduCt among the poor than at 
prefcnt prevail s. 

·It has been already hinted, that the population of the kingdom. 
particl1larly among the lower clan~s of fociety, has confiderably in ­
creafed fince the abolition of monafieries; :lnll that whatever alms 
the poor then re;eived from thofe focieties of regular clergy, as well 
:1S th·e crumbs which fell from the tables of the opulent, who now 
expend their incomes in cities and places of public refort, are a~ 
prcfclltt withrlrawn ; and the very numerous poor of this kingdom 
are', now, left a very heavy burthen on the landed property alone) 
while manufactures and commerce enjoy a conCiderable portion o{ 
the benefit arifing from their labour. 

At the fame time, a principle deftrucb've to the rights, and par­
ticularly affeCting the lower claff"es of foeiety, {eems now to pervade 
the whole ryilem of the management of the poor; a principle whicl. 
is inherent to defpotic governments. but dallies .... ~h the rights of ' 
a fubjeCl under a limited monarchy, and whTch has, neverthclefs, 
increa'fed in this country in a diretl: proportion ''lith the liberality 
and freedom of our excellent conftitution. The principle alluded to 

is that which leaves a chafm between the different orders of the • nate, and operates to this effect: that thofe who are born to hard 
1:; • labour 
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Jabour for their maintenance than never have an t>pportuility of 
emerging from their low condition j the artizan or manufaClurer, 
the fanner or tradefman, may rife to the confequence.of a legif­
lator: opulence will raife the poffeffor to dillinCtions in focittYi an 
indi vidual of every profeffion may look up with the well-grounded 
hope of ht comiJlg, in maturer age, . of more importance among the 
higher dacres of the £\:ate than when he began his career} but 
Ldween the labourer and any fuperior fituation among his coun­
tl ymC1i there i~ now a dreadful gulph, which none, or (caree any; 
can pars. - During the zra which has been examined, ruch a pein .. 
ciple docs not appear to have prevailed, and yet the rights of rhe 
fubjea were not then fo well defined as at prcfent ; the wages re­
ceived, under f.mCtion of fiatute~laws, by the labourer, enabled the 
prudent to f:nc 'uliH.:thing .. that iomething might then be applied to 
prot\t, in iinaJl oCLupat ioliS of l.md; a fmall bufinefs leads the w-ay 
to a gn::uer: - by thefe means the "door was open to riches and 
authority ; and honeft ambition was a fpur even tI? the cottager, of 
which he is now deprived; fOf, the indufirious' man in thefe days: 
feJdom receives any aflifiance from the ovcrfcC'r, in the cafualti'es to 
which buman nature is fubjetl, until every farthing of his favings is 
exhaull:ed, and he becomes, with refpelt to his poverty, on a level 
with the idle and the drunkard; and if he is fortunate enough, by 
many years induftry and economy, to accumulate a few pounds, 
no fmall bufinefs, in his line of lite, is now open to him; the 
cOllfolidation of fmall farm s has precJuded all hopes of employing 
his: money ,in that bufinefs with which he has had moLl: experience i 
all) therefore, he can do is to buy a cottage:, which the parilh ... 
officers too Ci)(tcn til: theil' attention on, as a fufficirnt rcafon why 
he and his fal]\i1y. numerous as they may be, fhall not receive 
relief, b<c.ufe h.· has .ifible property. This chafm b<twd:n the 
labourer and the other claUo in fociety, it is pre{umcd, may do 
more mifchief to \hc fiate. by defiroying e-rcry ftimulus to induftry, 
except dire n.teSTIty, and aCtually become a man: kriou, <aufe of 

tbe 
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the furpri/ing inefeal"e of the poor·, rates than even thofe induce_ 
ments to diffipation" and enervating luxury, which the policy of 
finance hol~s out to them in the /hape of tea. fpirits, and , Ie­
houfe,. 

No wonder, therefore. that thore who lead a life of retirement, 
far from the haunts of the ambitious or voluptuous, who retrcat 
from bufinefs Of pleafure, either to cultivate a morc intimate know~ 
ledge of themfelves or to deceive the p:tffing hours by an attention 
to the improvement Of embellHhment of their efiates , fhould 
have their fcnfibility wounded by being not only hearers, but oyc­
witneifes, of the mifery of their fellow. creatures. - No wonder 
that thofe who have been nurfed in the lap of luxury fhoulrl avoid 
thofe fcenes which otherwife, it is probable. they '""QuId embellilh 
by their taUe; and defect thofe manfions, now untenanred and 
dreary, which, when occupied by the hofpitable owners. ditrufcd a 
gleam of cheal fulners through the country. It furely is not be­
neath the office of humanity. at times, to hold convcrfation with 
the pcalant. whore 'labour improvfs or embel1Hhes our demefnes ; 
but ttle topic of fuch convetfatioll too often diftreffcs humanity, 
and fend s the hearer home dejected and diRatisfied. 

Probooly fome refleCtions may then arire in his mind not very 
favCfUrable to the prefent fyftem of poor~laws : being a witnefs of 
their wretched fituation, he may reafonably conclude that the fum. 
immenfe as it is. which the poor's rate. together with the charitable 
donations of our anceftor5. raifc$ for thlm1. is not {ufficient. or 
that it is much mifapplicd I for the rate itfelf i. «rtainly an 
enormous burthen, rirmg from two or three {hilling. in the pound, 
upon the actual rental, up to fixteell , eighlilert. or more, in {orne 

parilbes; and the whole of this revenue has intreafed to the prcfent 
bulk, from nothing, in lefs than two Cec.hlries, and,",o part of it is 
mortgaged, but the whole applied. or pc.fumed to be applied, 10 

their maintenance and relief. 
Their 
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Their wages, it is true, are lefs in proportion ~ the value of 
money or the neceiTaries of life, than they were in times antecedent 
to the pre[ent Iyltem, probably le[s by one-third; and ¢ey alCo, in 
thore times, received affillance from the clergy, who, by their 
advice, then regulated their religious and moral principles, which 
Me confiderablc pl'cfervers of induftry and good economy; there ... 
fore, railing their wages would not alone be of fervice to them at 
prefeDt, bccaufe the religious {entiment feems extinCt throughout 
the multitude, in general, nnd morality has unawares; expired with 
it j confequently thofe principles, which, if aCtive, would kindle a 
fpark of honea indufiry among them, are totally inert; and ad­
ditional wages, it is feared, would only induce additional cx­
cefies. 

If educatIOn wiH fix habits unconneCted with the moral fen­
timent ; if Mr. Pope's maxim is true, that 

Juft as the twig is bent, the tree', inclm'd; 

on opening is Curely left which may be applied to the beft of 
purpofes, without railing the wages of the labourer, withou'f call­
ing for amnance from the clerical pocreffions~' or expecting the 
clergy to attempt again the office of ghofily direCtors witt. re[pea 
to their poor parifhioners. 

Indufiry, early indufuy, keeps the riling age from prefent mif­
chief, and falhions the future man to ;I, Ii fe of honefty; and, 
depend 0 0 it, the religious principle, together with every (efpected 
moral virtue, may be reared on the bafis of habitual induftry. 

U To teach the young idea how to {hoot" is among the moll 
pleafing and import,;nt offices of life ; how excellent muft be a 
plan formed on that [cnttmcnt, which would comprehend, and, in 
a manner. infdre, the future well-being of fo large a portion of 
this nation j would deliver them from a childhood · and youlh, 
palTed in idlenef. and thoft, to a manhood formed from the e.rlielt 
years to habits of indultri; would, in the mean time, render 

their 
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their hours of fo~e 'Value to their parents, which are now an in. 
cu.mbrance: to them, . and a pell: to their neighbours. 

Much has been done, it may be faid, for the riling gcnt."l'.:l tioll 
within thefe few years. by Sunday.fchools; it is very far from my 
intention to call in qllefi:ion either the principle on which the 
patrons of Sunday-fehoots proceed, or to difpute the faEt that 
they have done fel vice; but, as the intention of Sunday-fehoels is 
to incukate a religious principle. to give cady habits of religious 
duties, and to open the mind of the poor to religiom io­
ftruEtion, Curdy thofe feminalics are at prerent incomplete. Shall 
the fix days be {pent in idlenef!-., perhaps in theft and immorality, 
while the feventh alone is taken care of? May not the child who 
is left to itfelf in a nate of idlcnefs, Of', poffibly, for fo we know 
it too often happens, fent out to l1:~a l firing for its parents, or 
ensouraged to pilfer for its fuftenance through the other fix days 
in the week, and who attends at the Sunday.(choots, where, from 
fuperior readincfs and regularity of attendance there, and at church, 
it is prailed by th~ mailer or mi!trcfs for reading and behaving well 
on the Sunday; may not fueh a child, from fuch praCtice, im­
bibe habits of hypocrify, at the fame time that it is educated in a 
regular ~ttendance to religious duties? Surely there is fame danger 
tha" he may, in mature life, make ure of this churchwgoing habit , 
as a cloak for his conduCt the reft of the week; befides, it fhouhl 
be confidered that the accompJifhments of reading and writing are 
not effentially neceffary for all people; there mult always be in all , 
{odeties of mankind fome who 3re hewers of wood and drawers 
of waters; to whore fum of happinefs, or honeA: means of getting 
their bread, thefe accompliDlments will not add an unit; and to 
all the children of that daf, in fociety, fClt whofe benefit Sunday­
{chool. have been with fo much well-meaning humanity encouraged; 
fix days indufirious habits arc recommended as a better prepararion 
to a feventh of religious duties and inftrutlion, than fix days paffed 
in yice or idlenefs. But this topic /hall be dropped' for the prefent, 

and 
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alld the utility of Sunday-fchool, acknowled~bl 01' this general 
principle, 

Ell. quodaln pronire tenus. (j non detur ultra. 

In the mean time, the inquiry into the: aCl:ual {tate and fituation 
of I he poor, os £al' 35 they are affected by the prevailing habits of 
the times. as well as by the laws of their country; together with 
the opinion which thofc who have paid 3ny attelUion to the fub. 
jcCt, and have laid the rerult of that attention before the public, 
have formed 8£ the cauCes of their incrcafing wretchedncCs and 
ourincreafing expcnfes j thall be purfucd. from the period at which 
this paufe has been made, through the fucceedjng years to the 
prefent time ; in full confidence that fome ufeful kl10wJedgc on 
this important fubjeCt may be gainrlt j and in hopes that while we 
are amufed we may be infil'uCted. 

LET T E R VI. 

W HEN I fent you the laft letter all this fubjeB:, (he <!iffi­
culty of meeting with (ufficient information in IC(pCCt 

to the price of Jabour, and the necelTaries of life. from the period 
which has hitherto been the objetl: of this inquiry, unto the end 
of the rc~gn of Elizabeth, did not the') occur to me; nor did I 
foreree thaI 1 lhould be left in the <lark on tlat fubject, when 
fleetwood's Cbroni"" teafed to gi.ve me any longer its fteady and 
faithful right. ',Tt< record of the prices of wheat at Windfor­
market. whieh. , p~ been regularly taken by the Burfer of Eton­
College to fix tb.c corn .. rcnts for the year, is the only cxat\ ac­
count, fo far back as it goes, in this kingdom _ and that extends 
only to the ydr 1595'. b,t. not being. able to accompany tbe 

pnce 
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price of wheat..fran] that period, which was only nine years an .. 
rcrior to the 43d or Elizabeth, with any certain cotemporary ac­
count of the price of labour j although I have taken every means 
in my power to obtain fuch information as might be depended on 
with refpeCt: to the concurrent price of laboul' and provifions to 
the -4Jd year of Elilabeth, hitherto without effeCt j and b~ing fear­
ful that thofe among your readers, who have paid any attention to 
what has already been faid on the fubjeCt, may conceive it is de­
ferted, and my word not intended to be kept with them; ] deter­
mined to fend you a few pages on that part of .the i~quiry. which 
my library will enable me to elucidate, <lnd my rca ron is adequate 
to explain. 

On perufing the EngliJh hiflorians of the age antcccdenr to 
that when the parliament of Elizabeth interwove the prefervation 
of J.he poor with the confii[Ution of the kingdom i the affertion, 
made in a former part of this traft. that the monks, if they could 
not dig. were not afuamed to beg, is found to be well authorized 
by hi nary ; for. it'atJpcars that the multitudes of idle people. which 
the ditfol"ed monafieri.es had vomited forth on the public. were 
become a {erious burthen on focic:tYI and occa6oned the paffing an 
atl in tn,c firtl parliament of Edward the Sixth, which is as curioos 
in the preamble. as it is inconfiA:ent. in the enaCting part. with 
every principle of humanity and joilice: the preamble ilat<!s, that 
.. forafmuch as idlenefs and vagabondry is the mother and root 
of all thefts. robberies. evil ac1l, and other mifchiefs. and yet idle 
and diforderty perfons. being unprofitable members, or ratheL" 
enemies, of the commonwealth, have been fuffered to increafe, 
and yet do fo, whom if they thould be punith04with d,alb, whip" 
ping, imprifonmcnt, and other corporal pain, it wr.re not without 
their deofcrts," be it enaCted, &c. 

In ihort. this curious piece of legiflation makes a man who 
fiveth idly tbree clay., the fl."" for two year. of hUn who informs 
againft fuch an idler, he being full ~.ded with. rcd_hot iron 
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on the bl'eaf1: willi the letter V; during whicn- iwe::. years he tha1l 
be fed. with bread and water, and rifufe-meat: and caured to work 
by heating, Ch3in il1g. and otherwife, in any work, be; it ever fo 
vile ; and, if he flIllS away from his mafier for the (pace of fou r ... 
tl"en dap. he t1mJ/ b~come his }love for life; after being branded 
Oil tile cJleek with the letter 5; and, if he runs away a (econd time, 
be lhall be adjudged a felon. 

This aCt: of parliament, fa difcreditable even to that age of dif­
order and defpotifm, acofe, as Rapin fays, from the neceClity the 
government experienced of obliging the monks to work, who were 
little inured to labour, but employed thcmfelves ill going from 
hou(e to houfe, inrpiring people with the lj}irit of rebellion ; Hnd 
thus much is certain, Jet the cauft! of fuch feverity have been \what 
it may, th,n lhe ad itfclf wa) fo diametric.t!ly oppofite to every juft 
principle of kgifl3.tion, thaI it wa!' repealed in the third yeat of 
the 1:101e reign, and during the adminifiration of thofe by whofe 
authority it had been parred; and the poor were then left by the 
Jegiflatmc mueh in the fame fituation 35 before the abolition of 
rnonaficrie~; although certainly deprived of a fouree of nlainte_ 
nance, and the number of them confider ably inc rea fed by that 
diilolut ion. , 

Thole to whom Henry the Eighth had left the care of his infant 
fOil, even when afiilled by the council, among whom many names 
of reijlcft:lblc mt'l11ory appelt, {cern to have been as illfufficient 
fa tl13t dep;1I'tment of govern ment, which ref peEts the interior 
police of the kingdom, <:IS we may rea[onably fuppofe the minor 
king could- have been, had h. himfel{ wielded the {«ptre. What 
eire but complete ignorance could have induced them to permit 
fo unpopl11ar and unju!l:an aCt: to be patTed in the firft year of their 
young iovereigrrs reign, al ha, been alluded to? which bw they 
were fo (oon obliged to repeal ; and, in the year following. the 
repeal, a. an e9couragemen! <as the preamble rays) to, and pro­
I~tion of. induflry. all .C\ was pa!fed which obliged (ervant. in 
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hufbandry to Je"';'the whole year. and not by days' w.gcs; thc 
occafion of which cl.1rious reilraint. it is difficult at this diftance of 
time to guefs; the ftatute.book, as well as 11I110ry: being filent on 
the fubjea: , . 

That the poor were now in a diftreffed "tuation throughout 
the kingdom, is very apparent j they had 100: fuch relief, whatever 
it might have been, as they had been accuftomcrl to receive from 
the monaftel'ie!; they had alfo loll: a confidcrable (ourcl,; of employ_ 
ment, by the lands of the monalteries being granted to the nobles 
and followers of the court ; who left the hu{bandry ~f thei r ncwly_ 
acquired domains to chance and neglect. which had been more 
attended to, and well cultivated, when under the infpe£t:ioll of the 
monaileries. and their tenants; and thofc O1lfo, who werc lately 
thei r conferrors and fpil'itual diretlors, who. while it was their 
jllt.erea, influcnced rhe poor to a life of illdufiry and contcat, 
ftill retained the fame influence over their minds, and made ufe of 
it now, to incite them to faction anli ft:dition j certain conrequences 
of that difirers, Yihi.c.b. arifes from idlcnefs and di.Oipation i whi.1e 
the logiflaturc, to mitigate and allay the turbulent and diUatisficd 
fpil'it then prevalent among the Jower orders of the (tatc, with all 
abfurdit.Y fcarcely credible, pailed a Jaw, that the poor of every 
pari.th {hall be relieved, H with that which every parilhioner of his 
charitable devotion will give." 5th and 6th Edward VI. cap. 2. 

As a top to the cJimax of their abCurdities in legiflating for the 
poor, during this alort and uDpropitious reign, parljament ncll 
inftituted licenCed ale.hou[cl, and fana-joned them by an at\:" which 
has the following preamble, as a rca Con for the ft.atutc: '" Foraf­
much as intolerable hurts and troubles to the commonwealth of 
this realm doth daily grow and incl'eaJe~ .. through fuch abufes nnd 
difordcrs as afC had in common alc-houfcs, anq other houfes, 
caUed tippling-houfes," A preamble which fhould have prcwled 
a prohibition, not a liccnfe, or permiffion. 

F. The 
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The fhort reign of Mary was paffcd in the" regulation of what 
3.ppear!d to her. and her advi1ers, of much more importance than 
the feedjng of millions j the bending the ftubborn op'inions of a 
few, in matters of religious controverfy.-AndJ can'it be fup .. 
pofed. th""t either legiOators or ecclefiaftici, who were employed in 
bringing heretics to the itake, could elevate their attention to the 
divine office of inveftigati.llg the means to pre{erve the mul titudes 
of their poor brethren from idtenefs and want? However I before 
all the perverted faculties of their minds were totally abforbed in 
the tllk of regulating matters of religious opinion, with the accu­
racy that their cotemporary IegiOator, Charles the Fifth,- regu­
lated the motion of time-keepers, they had fufficicnt leifll re to 
leave matters in the fame fiate, with refpefr to the poor, as they 
were in the l\vv I;:til: reigns j except that they invcnted the fcheme 
of expoJing thole: who begged; which, at that time, mull, of {lC­

eeRity, Ilave been as well the aged and infirm, as the idle; by 
obliging them to wear a badge on their breaft :lnd back openly, 
by an .a of the f«ond year of the reign of l'hilip and Mary; 
but, in there days, when the rights of human nature are f~ wdl 
undcrftood. and, with (uch merited fuctefs, wrdled from the 
irongeft gripe of power, it will not ftrike us with furpl~fe, that, 
in thofe times of ignorance, fuperftition, and defpotifm, the rights 
of the many lhould be but little underftood, and Icfs attended to, 
by the few who held the iron rod of power. 

The kingdom fclt, during tht! reigns of thefe two cbildren of the 
Elghth Henry, moil ferious effctls from the ignorance of govern­
ment· in, or · its inattention to. the regulation of the interior po_ 
iIte) being, at times, convulfed by intefiine commotions, from 
its centre to its -circumference; as the rebellions of Kett, in Nol­
folk; that of Atandel. in Devonfhire; and infurreClions it\ many 

) .. Roblll{on's Hiflo,), of the £o"peror (.lwlcs V. 410 edit •• 01. iii. book 1:1. 
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countieJ, in tlv: yeolt fS49; and thofe of Wyatt, in Kent and Sur­
rey, and Carew, in Camwall, in J 554> plainly evidence, " 

It is no wonder, therefore, that in an earJy part ofic reign 
of Elizabeth, after the affairs of religion were (ettled tq;.the ge­
neral fatisfaction of the nation, by the ellablifhment of .the Pro­
teilant faith, according to the ritual of the church of England; 
2nd foon after the Q!leen had entrulted the alfairs of the kingdom 
to the management of It Bacon and ~ Cecil; that we find the at ... 
tention of parliament occupied on the fubjcCt of the poor, with 
a (ericufnefs of application that proved their conception of the 
importance of the objeCt to the uoiverfal welfare of the nation; 
and which gave rife to three aCts, that were paCfed in the fifth 
year of her reign j by the firft of which, thofe regulations made in 
the feveral parliaments of the fourth of HenJ'Y the Seventh, and 
th~ feventh and twenty-feventh of Henry the Eighth, for keeping 
in repair farm-houfCi, and maintaining of tillage. were enforced j 

and all that was enacted, during the 1aft two reigns, on this fub­
jeCt. was repealeU. . By the fecond act, the poor were to be re­
lieve. by what every perCon give') weekly; and, if any parifhioner 
1hall eefufe to pay, i-eafonably, towards the relief of the poor, or 
thall dVcourage others, then the juftices of the ~ace, at their 
quartcr~feffions) may tax him a weekly fum J which, if he fefufes 
to pay, they may commit him to prifon: and, if any parith has 
more poor than they are abJe to reliev~ jullices of the peace may 
licenfe fo many of them, as they fhaU think good, to beg within 
the county. 

The next act, which is the 5th of Elizabeth, cap. 4, is ·'It IUrec 
at. this day; and produces many ufeful regulations) a8 well in it­
{ped: to what perfons are compellable to ferve in any crafts or trades, 
as in hulbandry: the conduct of the mailer and ,(ervant, recipro­
cally to each other, is regulated; the production of teftimonisl. of 
a {ervant', conduct enforced by a pcaalty; the ti.me during ",hlch 

labour .... 


