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PRETACE

i -l

Somn old friends have sngcested to me the iden
of publishing my expettences in Tirhoot from
1847, The following pages give a brief sketch as
far as wmy wenory seives me, Dates may not be
always accurnte ; but they ave not far ont,  Tvents
have been jotted down as thoy came to mind ; and
if the occurrences of 1857 come tumbling in
when my reminiscences are ol 1847-48, I musi,
ask my readers to remember that these pages
have been put together hurriedly duying leisure
moments,

Sopt mher 1ORT,
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REMINISCENCES OF BEIIAR

AN OLD PLANTER,
S PPN P A

CHAPTER I.

ARRIVAL IN CALCUTTA JOURNTY UP.COUNTRY — SUGAR~
PLANTING

YN ihe year 1847, towards the end of September,
I bade farewell to my people in Mauritius, and
sailed in the good ship Albatross, an Ameriepn
vessel of over a thousand tons, Captamn Coffin
commanding, for Galeutta, which we reached, after
a prosperous voyage of five wecks, ealy in No-
vember, I wag met on arrival by a very talkative
Bengali Babu, who despalched me in a palkee
io the house of Mr. Alfred Gonger, 1o whose
cave [ had been consigned by my father. Ife
lived af that time in Tank Square, and wos of the
firm of Gouger, Jenkins & Co I was mosi hos-
pitably reccived by him ; but soon found that I
had made my first acquaintence with Caleutta at
 very insuspicious moment; the greal firm of
W, R, B, 1
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Cockerell & Co. having just fmled for an enor-
mous sum of money, and the Umon Dank as well,
spreadimg ruin and dismay amongst thousands
ol people. ILivory business man's face bore an
anxious looly, [or no one knew when some big bill
might be roturned protested. Money could not
be raised on the best sceurily, and business wasg at
o standstill, Things were in thig condition whon
T steamed out of Caleutte down the llooghly
vound by the Sunderbunds bound for Monghyr,
As we passed in the steamship Denares, my good
friecnds in the Albafivss hoisted her colours, and
dropped them in a parting salute to e, a
stranger in o strange land, ond I {olt not a little
downhearied, as 1 waved them back my lasi adicu.
The voyage [rom the Sunderbunds to Monghyr
ook over a week, and 1o a young griff, as I was
ihen, became mos exeiting, the herds ol deer on
the luw lying lands bounding away inte the thick
woods, and the large allizators lying like logs of
old timber on the muddy banks, and gliding into
the water, when disturbed by the noise of our
paddles, were a gource of consint interest 1o me,
end 1 only longed [or my gun to have a shot at
them, When we got oul of the j ungly port b of the
Sunderbunds, wo came again on signs of eiviliza-
tion and soon passed {ho large concern, Maharaj-
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gunge, an indigo - factory, which, when Bengal
was 1n its palmy days nsed to sell for one lakh of
rupecs an anna share. Now, alas, it is o case of
[chabod .

The vessel had hardly touched the shore at
Monghyr before we were boarded by hundreds of
natives selling every conceivable kind of wood
and iron work, desks, boxes, pistols, knives, &e,
and ornaments of all descriptions in buffaloe horn.
and ebony, all exccedingly cheap; a double-gun
by & Monghyr Manton, could than be bought for
Rs. 5. Now-a days you may go to Monghyr and
hardly find any of the people who used to work
50 well, and at such moderate prices ; the iron
horse and the march of civilization have pretty
well cleared them all out.

Dr, Ilastings, Civil Surgeon at the station, was
kind enough 10 meet me and take me to his house—
that in which Mr Fitzpatvick afterwards lived-——
just outside the Monghyr Fort Gate, and close to the
Rmlway station. 1 remember the present neat Iittlo
public gardens were being lud o —those which
have heen brought to such perfoction under General
M-—'s care, and are now the attractive rendezvous
of saciety. Of course, I did not fail 1o visit the
Sits Koond (hot springs), just below [Pecrpahar
( Mountain of the Saint) where My, Alonzo Money
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then vesided 3 he was Magrs rate of Monghyr,
mud lived to d'« inguish hiwsell diiig the mutiny
when he marched {o Gya. le was alterwards
Gommissioner ol Bliav gulpore.  Aflter a short stay
I proeceded on my journey to Tihoot, my ult-
mie dest nation, crossitg the Ganges m o very
LLLLLH'}! bOl 10 n’llﬂl‘ﬂ %"J‘unl ‘]]y L Ll‘xt Ly ;wal.i.tmﬁ
my artival, with the wsmal quantim of bearers,
musalchee, &, Ilaving spread my 1azad (quilt),
and scitled my pillows to my satislaction with a
cheroot to beguile the time, I started on what
proved one ol the most unpleagwt journeys I
ever made, I shall never foiget the monotonous
“D'm-hm’ noise ol the beavers, or the almost
unbearable smell ol the masal (Loich), which was
lighted when n ght fell, or the agony of stiflness
o my baes, when I awoke from my frst doze !
The cold was intense on’the lands between the
bauks of the river mnd the higher ground, and as no
matirass had been put m the palanguin, there was
nothing between me and it bul the quuli, which
‘was nob as large as could have beon desired, and
consequently, 1 was nearly lrozen, 11 wag o most
mercul dispensation vwhen, al last, the beareis
put down the palkee, and lit & hugoe fire round
which we squatied togethar il the time came 10
aol under wiey cgain. That wasa n’ght of misery !
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We reached Muujowl {lactory, where P— C—
was manager and propriclor, about 6 A ; and
neyer shall I forge,poor old G and his “get-up’
of black velvel caf), knee hreedhes, and top boots,
and over all abright, colonred drescing gown, I was
most kindly reccived by him, and Mrs C—, and
bheir little daughter, and observing his eostume, I
fully expected that he was just setiing out io ride ;
but for the {wo days [ stayed at Munjowl, his
dress never varvied, and never a horse did he
bestride  Agmn betaking myself to wmy palkee,
[ reached Dowlutpore in the carly morning, and
aiving my bearers one rupee as buksish, I dis-
missed them, but they had spotted me as a griff]
and one of them shortly after rcturned with a
long yarn in which the words “rujee ” and ““ crab”
were often 1epeatad, and of which I did nov under-
stand anything, till the Lnglish speaking factory
Babu coming to my assistance, 1. was explained
(o me that the vupee I had given was o bad one,
and that they were asking for another, winch I gave
at once. R—, who was managing Dowlubpore,
wag away ab the time, and was b ghly amused at
my simplicity in Dbelieving thoin {or, of course,
they had swindled me. 1 spent twvo very pleasant
days wilh R— and his wife, who were most Lind
to me.  Dothhave been dead many years,—he, poor
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fellow, was one of the many vietims of the muliny.
He had loeft mdigo and gone into the Sonthal
Commission. Jleand G G— were paying a visit
to some officers m chwge of a detachment of
sepoys st oned ncar the Grand Trunk Road.
They had d'aed, and passed the night wi b their
fmencs, when, 11 the ealy mornng, they heard
shots ficed, G G munedwately undersiood what
was up, and kolfed straiht away, getiing into
the jungle, where he was hidden by a Pasi woman
I way {ollowing (r—when a scpoy called alter
him ¢ “ What are you running away for, Sahib?
There i no fear. ™ Poor R—was {oolish enongl
1o turn back, when the scpoy bayonetted him.
Thuy died poor R—  Ag it may inlerest my
readery to know abouf the two officers, I will go on
wivh their story @ Tuey, findin g thar nen m o«
slate of mutiny, ran for the house, and locked
{hemuelves in One ol these oflicers was 1eported
to be a vay kind and consideraie master, the
other a mian ol a mosi, violent temper who never
had « e'vil word to sty to a naiive  They had
not heen long in the house when a sepoy came 1o
the door and called to the bad tempered man to
come out. Tlough bad {empored, he was brave,
ancl he told his Drother officer that he would go
o, and the scpoys wounld, no doubt, shoot him,
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and in the meantime he could escape.  What was
his astonishment, when, on lus stepping ont of the
house, four men formed round him, and marched
hitn oftf' to Blhaugulpore, A puse was got up by
the residents of Dhaugulpore as a reward for thesc
men who had saved thewr officer.  One of the old
[urasians, however, questioned the sepoys as 1o
awhy they had not saved both officers. ““ Oh,”
they said, “ this man is a mad man ; and if we had
killed bim, the devil in lim would have gone mto
one of us!” In the worning when the station
resudents went to present the purse, they found the
sepoys gone,  Lhe other unfortunate officer was
shot. I may as well rclate another instance of
a marvellons eseape during the mutmy which
happened aboirt the spne time. Some irregular
cavalry mutinied and 1an off from Bhaugulpore,
They had to pass by a facltory where a young
planter was living ; and expecling some loot, they
fired a volley, and made for the honse The
planter was just gomg ty bed.  Ie told his bearer
to run to the stables and bring s horse round to
the back of the garden and lude it in the diteh,
The sowars were close 1o the honse, so hie had to
make up his mind shoip as to where he would in
the nicanwhile hide, e suddenly remembered

that he had had a big carihen vessel called a mnlia,
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made to hold water, latddy duy out of the floor of
one of 1he 1poms, so he {cih iy way m the duk
and ol info the hole wheve the med/ @ had heon,
[le bhad Daely seliled down when one of {ha
sorony s ontored  the room.  Ile dropped o run
cap, tnd bent dow to tey o fud it by gropimg
abot L on the floor with his himd,  As the sowr
oot nearer and nener to hum, the yo mg man ol
s blood 1un ecold.  "IM1e sowar shottly wlter wond
ou ol the roow, when the planter junipaed out ol
hig hiding place, ran along the garden hedge, got
into the ditch, and finding his horse waiting theve,
jumped on it, and rode ofl

I must now go back to Dowlulpore, aud con-
tinue the thread ol my siory.  Irom R—"y liok-
pitable roof, T agam continned my journey o my
nex, stage, Hattowrie factory, and arrived, as on
previous oceesions, in the early morning. As s
mabier ol conrse, my palkee wag pui down at the
door of vhe bungalow, and lookmg out, [ saw «
lady and some children, bul haviog no letter ol
in rodug. on anl being unaccustomed 1o the ways
of the cotuddry, T {olt rather as 1 T were miruding,
and not very Inppy,  However, she came {ormwvard
in the kmdoest way, and asked me in, making me
g0 weleoma that I soon forgot my shyness. I was
very desitous of lestifying my gratitude by an
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offer of my palkee and bearary, as she wanied to
leave [Hattowrie, her husband having sold ouf ;
but notlung would induce the wen to take ber—
they would only carty me to my jomrney’s end,
and with many regrets at 11y inability to assist
her, after o {ow hours’ rest T again sel oul on my
weary way,  [ow thank{ul T wag 6 {ind myself
some {welve honrs afterarasping my brother's hand,
and my wanderings ended.  [1 was late at night
when I arrived, and he had got oul of bed to
receive me, so, saying, ho should reseive all he
had to say till next morning, I very gladly
“turned in,” and was soon in the delightful arms
of Morpheuy. Idon’t know liow long 1 had slept
when I was awakened by some one singing in the
room next to nune, really most beautifully, and
then the same voice addressing an audience  which
[ found afterwards was animagmary onc i these
words : “ What do you think of thai for a song 7
“Oh, you encore me?  Well, T will sing vyou
something this time that will bring down the
house;” and ofl’ he went again, song afier song,
{ill, worn out with lis excrlion, as 1 was with
mine, sleep overtook us,  Nexb morning LI made
the acquainlance of my eccentiic next door neigh
bour, e was slanding, Jooking into a diain, as §
approached him and said ¢ “ Good morming.” “ Do
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you hear Ler, poor thing?" Le asked, for a reply
“She says she has not been waslied for a weck.”
I wag rather taken aback by this remark, and still
more 80 when pointing Lo some water, out of which,
something stood npright, he asked,  “ Do you see
that boa-constrictor? ™ L thought him stark staring
mad, as indedd he was not far from being, and was
very glad when at titis moment my brother made
his appearance  The gentleman in question way
a Mi, I>—, who Ind charge of machinery at
Purhehar factory, who having imbibed too freely
i 1oute had heen put down at Kumtoul to 1ecover
himsell before continuing his way to Mozulferpore.
IIe had been o professional singer before he took
to engineering, which aceounted for the midnight
entertaininen’ he had lavoured me with, Ile only
remained o fow hours my brother s guest, and that
was the last we ever heard of Inm,

After breakfast the factory wmlals (office sor-
vants) camd i a body to pay their respeets Lo me,
the ¢ Duria Suhid’s " Drother, cach offering his gift
of one or two rupees, according to the donor's posi-
tion, lawd on Lhe cornct of his elean chudder (shoel
worn over thia shoulder) with a low seleam. I was
rather puzzled ay Lo the whereloie ol this coremony,
and mwqnuiring what I was to do under the circums-
lancey, learnt, to my surptise, that I was to take the

b
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coin, raise il to my forchead in token of acceptance,
and pocket it, & not unplensant and casy oceupation
as 1 found by the evening that I had added to my
slender fortune ngt lesy than filty rupees  The
custom prevailing ab that period was, il you were
& Surre Sulubd (gieal man) to touch the rupees
with your fingers, aud then your forehead, and the
sirdar beaver (head beaver), who took carc to be
present on such occasions, pocketted the money.
Snece the time I speak of this and other respectful
practices have nearly died out in India, times have
changed-—mnot altogether for the better,

Belore leaving Mauritius, I had been employed
as a sugar planter with the view of learning the
work 1t was proposed that I should follow n
Bengal, but within two years sugar-planting in
Tirhoot, was preity well given up, and many o
good man ruined. The soil was found to be un-
suited {or it, and the canc degenerated,—then it
was that I took to indigo ; but belore that time
mrved, many jolly days were spent with my
brother at Knntoul and other places  Oue holiday
al IKantl, in 1848, 18 very fresh in my memory,
at my cousin, Russell Crawlord’s honse—n very
pretty place, situated on the border of a large
semi-civenlar lake, well raised ofl the ground. The
drive up to it, meandered through hedges of lovely
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roges, and the grounds were enclosed by elumps
of enormous bamboos, whose graceful feathery
heuds seotned to wave one a welcome,  Flowering
shrabs were dotted all about, and banyan irees
with wide spreading branchey roomy enough 1o
take In a rogune ih of soldiers, waere to be scaen
overy liere and there.  We spent New Year's day
m s 00ting,  Breakfist was sent oul to us j and we
haa o chayming pienic alier making o capnal bag
of Dl partridge, hare, and quail.  In the cven-
ing we danced ; to my exireme confusion it was
discovered thal I alone of the men could walty,
and L was, therefore, led up to the “Spin.” of the
party wlho danced “round dances,” and we did
“the light fantstie ” together, to the admiration
of the speetators,  Quadidles and country dances
followed, and [un beeame fast and furious 1ill
the small hours chumed,  llappy bygone days |
Cyaun B way one of those T met for the
first time duaring my visit to Kantl, e was
(quile o gentleman ol the old school, and most
courteous m manner. At one period he had béen
in the Hon'ble Last Indw Co’s Navy, which he
had left tolerubly well off,  Unfovtunely, he in-
vea od ¢ 1 g [ une v indigo, and lost i, and was
at that me manging o saltpetre manufactory, near
my cousin’s Place for Mackillop, Stewarl, & Go , of

*
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Calealta I was back at work at Kwmtoul emly
i January, and found thal it was becoming pretty
hard. The wesl wind had begun to blow, and
»o violently in the day tuna, that the spavks fiom
tlie furnaces were carvied for miles around, endan-
gering the villages, and we had, consequently, 1o
do the cane-crushing at night, which was & very
cold and thing business, and I was thankf{ul when
at last it was finished The engines had been
very trying to the nerves of everybody—* Blow-
hord” and “ Rattletrap ” Ly name the boilers of
both being in such a crazy condition, that they
were always on the point of bursting, especially
“ Blowhard,” which actually did come to pieces, and
killed & young blacksmith. Ilappily, 1 was absent
when the accident took place, but it did not con-
{ribute 1o my peace of mind when I returned. 1
had been with my brother to Pundoul, My J—
—'s factory, where sugar was cxiensively ma-
nufactured,—-n very pretty place with grand mango
atoves all about it. Mr. G— was devoted to
gardening, and showed great taste in the way he
hiad laid owt the grounds. It was said that his
pincapples were so plentiful that he fed his pigs on
them, and that every finit and flower that India
could produce might be found in his gardens.
Shoitly after this, I was asked 1o make one of o
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iipor-shooling party, and hiving obtained leave to
go my delight waos “nhounded.  For aweel helore-
hand every spaie moment A3 ppent in sceingy
1o the state of 1ay guns, casing bullets, and get-
ting {he howdah gear in order, and 1t was a ved
letter day when about the end of March, My, J-—
(— prcked me up al Kumtoul and enrried nie off

1o Doomral.



CITAPTLER II

TIGDR-SHOOTING —MIDNIGIT ATARM—~DDATI BY
PLROWNLNG O L~

f@ UR escapes were narrow and many during the

drive to Doomrab factory for neither the
roads nor the horses were of the best; of the
latter, onc was given to backing, another o gibbing.
However, we arrived safe and sound at last, and the
perils of the way had been so exciting that they
added just the zest nceded to make our journey
most amusing. Our host, a jovial merry-{ellow,
had assembled a large party of fiiends ; and
although I vwas a stranger to moss of vhem, I soon
felt, myself at home, and burning with ardour for
the early start, we were fo make on the morrow,

Long before the peep of day we weore up and
away 10 S—, where 11— hived, not far fiom Purhilea,
factory ¢ II  carried on some farming business in
connection with villages belonging 1o the Soor-
sund Babus, hestmg there £l hc afternoon, we \
agon et oub, and, crossing {he Nepaul boundary
ab & place called Smreepore Kablassa, we shortly
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¢une upon our tents, ready pitched, and every
preparation m ude for us,

Fwas wsfonishedand mnch imprehsaﬂ to hear from
the villagers thel big ¢ame was so mumerouns, and
that tigers were runnmng all over the plaee Like eats,
but T was soon to find out that o Nepaul Shikari
(huuter) 14 not {o be quite devendad on, and tells g
“ ood one 7 when hie wishes {o keep the tlung going.
We were to be ready to start al four o'clock next
moining, and long before then were aslir, getting
our propertics in order, rubbing our guns, and pre-
paring our powder and shot.  Lhe elophants, with
howdahs slrapped on, appeared on the scene at the
appointed time, and, 1 must conless il was with
some trepidation 1 approached the huge, restless
monster on whose back [ was to take my first,
lesson in clephant ridirg, #s well as tiger hunting,
(= was made Caplain of the expedilion, and
having reached the jungle, wo were placed in a
lme, he in the centre. DBefween gach howdah
anlmal there were several pad elephanis 1o do the
work ol heuing, and i this ovder on wo marched,
the elephanis slamping ad ernshing down the
irees in their path by pulting their forcheads
against thew, and bringmg the whole weight of
their hodies 1o bear, We, on the tiptoe of expeet-
alion, ready to Lre at ““Shipes 7 the momont he
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showed himself. Ilowever, our first day oul was
doomed to be a blank, as far as b ¢ game was con-
cerned.  In gpite of the story of the shibaris, that
tigers were as plentiful as cats, we beat the thick
jungle till midday in vain. Then the order to
five only ot tiger wag withdrawn by our Captain,
and we turned our attention to deer, hare, and
pea wud jungle fowls, of which we nwde o Luge
bag before might fell. As the elephants with
the tiffin (luncheon) basket hove in sight, we
called a halt, and, getting into a piece of magni
fleent <4l forest, we were not long in settine to.
Near us ran a lovely river, the nippling water of
which was a3 clear a8 crystal, and on its banks
we pitched our tenls. Ilow delicious it was after
many hours jolting to dip in the stream, and
rofresh our tired hmbs! Elephant - riding had
vednead me o one preat arhe N every part of my
body ; and, I think, the slumbers of all our party
were pretly sound that night, when, soon after
our evening meal, we turned in,  Harly mornimg
we were agun afoot and away, the day opening:
with Drighter prospects, for, having 1cached somo
marshy ground in which tall reeds were growing,
the clophants began to show signs of uncasiness,
and all al once there way a rush and a regulav
vollay of shots. I saw nothing but the tip of
Wi, R D )
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Laal over the recds. Following in line, I suddenly
cane on a tiger dead, or dying in about a foot
of water. My animal pulled up with o jerk that
nearly threw e out of the howdah, and the
mahont shouled to me to fire, or the clephant
wounld go down on his knees to crush the iiger,
Thers was a tremendous hubbub, natives shouting,
cle phants sercaming ana trumpetting, sportsmen
scolding, so [ Dblazed away, expending all my
barrels 01 the bruie, which I beheved was already
dead ; however, there could have been no doubt
about it when I had censed to fire, and we gathered
tound our trophy. It proved {o be a tigress over
nine feel long fiom Lip of nose to end of iail,
She was handed over to the echamar (tanner) to
skin and paitly tan; and we afterwards found
ihat the natives had boned all the whiskers and
sevaral of the daws as chaims, which was very
amusing.—J have shiot several tigers since those
days, but have never suceeeded in recovering the
skin with ils (ull numbet of whiskers, the natives
will have one al any cosl.—As may be supposed,
wo were excessively proud ol our (st tigor, for
we werg nearly all grifls and new Lo the work.
Tate next day, when some of the party had dis-
mounted and gone aller flovican a long way [rom
the rest of us, a mahout called out :  There gocs a
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tiger,” and, snre enough, abont half a mile away in
the middle of a big plain, we saw his royal highness
quietly walking off towards a wood on the opposite
sile  We halted to collect, our scattered f{orces,
and thoy too secing the beast, got on their ele-
phants sharp, and gave chase, As we advanced, we
watched with intense interest a native who was
crossing the mawdan (plain) within a fow feet of
the tiger, the animal passed almost close to him,
but he never increased his pace, il was Zismet/
Our elephants, unfortunately, were not of the best
—they were not howdal elephants—and were vary
slow, so, we did not get up with the tiger as rapidly
as we ought ; bul S— got o long shot at him, as
he was entering the wood, and thought he limped
as he went away, but it was too late to follow
hin that night, and we returned to camp. At
dawn we were off again in search of the bagh
(tiger) which S8— thought he had wounded ; hut,
though we beat every possible bit of jungle, we
did not sce any sigus of him, and we bhad
almost given him up when, returning to the
ground we had shot over the previous day, Il-—
and G- saw a little pateh of grass ahead, which
they thought they would try., lHavdly had they
enteredit when ont jumped a big tiger. G— in his
excitement fired two barrcls londed with shot, but
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{[.-— sent v bullet alter him, as he disappeared
into the jungle, and declared be had hit him,  Nexd
day we moved our camp, and beating down s,
streamn that ran through the wood near where 11—
had fived at the tiger, 1 eame upon him dead. Ile
must have been the same animal that & lad hit
e there waga wonnd on Ins hindleg Oar “fing”
w g anobhen tigress about the size of the fivst.
Durine the night that followed, when we were
all sleeping the sleep of the just after the fatigues
of the day, we were aroused by the most fiughtlul
yells T ever heard,  To jump out of bed and seize
our guns w the work of & moment ; but in the
dark all was confusion and hubbub af first, 1 had
never heard horses sereaming from tervor {ill then ;
and a very horiible sound it was, mingled with
the shrieks of the sudurjee  (underservant) who,
aleop outswle the tents, had opened his eyes (o
find o tiger stunding al his feel, it was only a
wonder thnt he had no been envied off by the
brute.  The poor horsey were peifectly puralysed
with fear,  We were soon aftermwvards in pursuit,
el very anxious to come up with the gentleman
who had g0 nearly polished off our bearer, Iol-
lowing the {ootptints 1 the dand, we got into a
piece ol jungle thick with an undergrowth of Orass
and briar plum, which we beab carelully through
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without result. Then we sent the shekars to soc
il there were any footprints n the diy bed of the
river whieh might indicale an exit that way, bus
none were visitble We {ult certain that the an
mal conld not be far off, and wheecled round to heat
back again  About half way, I observed a tuft of
orass, too small, one would have thought to conceal
any large animal, but “ every stone must be turned”
in tiger hunting, so, I called 1o the driver of one
of the pad clephants to go throuah 16, when, with
a growl, oul jumped our mudmght visitor. lhe
whole line fired, and she rolled over just outside
the jungle in the sand. A pad elephant had been
told off to carry her, when she was observed to
blink one eye as much as to say: “I'll give 16 to
gou now,  and in a second up she sprang with a
roar, and made a kind of semu cireular charge on us.
Away sped the elephants, S 's howdah was
smashed against n tree, and knocked to pieces, and
Iis guns thrown on the gronnd, Forfunately, he
managed to spring al O—'y clephant ag 1t passed,
and hold on 1o the howdah, S and H— dis-
appeared on theirs down the dry bed ol the river,
and did not return for over an hour, G— was
on a blmd animal, which did not 1un far, and mine
stood still after a short secamper. C—'s, with S—
hanging on behind, rushed into o thick forest, where
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the gigantic creepers half gkinned the wretched
makow!  and O himsell, who had ventwed to
peep ool from a scenre position in the hotiom of
the howdaly, got such o erack with one that he
looked lor some days after, as if he had been hav-
ing 2 1ound with Teenan, S escaped casicst
in the end, squatting behind the howdah, though
hig clothes wae nearly torn ofl' lus back, and
he gol a seratch or two. It had been the last
dying clfort of the tigress; and when our scared
clophants had recovered their lost equanimity, we
bore her tnumphantly home to the camp. I
wns on hat eventful day 1 despatched my Hrst
cobta, A very demon hoe looked, with his wicked
little cycy glevming and his hood extended, dis-
pating the right ol way.  We had hoped to have
had o fcw days more hunting, but that night
brought us our marelimg orders 1 the advent of
n heavy “ nor’-wester.”

The wind roared through the neighbouring {reey
tll Lhe tonty seemed as 10 they would be blown to
shreds, aed 1he ran came down in torrents,  As
it 19 considered dangerony to remain in the jungle
alter wob weather on account ol malarwous fever,
the order was given to pack ap and be going—some
ol our puty started at once, and the rest followed
lafer, of which lutier number I was one.  The heat
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and mugginess of that night were fearful, added
to which our senses were invaded by a most hor-
rible stench, supposed at first to be the dreaded
madaria, but which proved to be pleces of tiger-
flesh, which the servants had kindly atiached to
the outer fly of our tents, iniending to take the
savoury morsels home with them as charms. We
struck camp carly the following morning. On hift-
ing the floor-cloth in our dining tent, the ground
was found to be literally alive with little snakes,
about four inches long. I never saw such a sight!
How sorry I wasg when our expedition was over !
Though it is six and thirty years since those
happy days, every incident of them is vividly
before me still, and I look back tc that tune with
the liveliest pleasure, Of the jolly few, gathered
together then, only two remein II ,G ,T S
and J — 5— are dead. Poor II was drowned
shortly afber our return. Ile was staymg with
my brother at Kumtoul ; and one day having
nothing ,fﬁ:‘ amusing to do, we borrowed a boat
from o & of the big crafts that were shipping
saltpdue on the riverside for the purpose of
having a row, but, finding the strcam heavy to
pull against, and the breeze favourable, I suggested
getting a sheet and improvising a sail. My bun-
aalow waos not far off, and 1 ran home {0 get one.
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As the fador was working in the vernndaly, 1
wailed o few m'nutes to gel him lo sew ib on o eross
bar of wood lor a yard, and then returned to the
river, bul could not see anythmg of 11—, Think-
ing e had ot tuad of wating and strolled o,
I hotsted my sheet and sa'led up the viver, expect -
ing to come on my nussng (riend,  Not doine
50, I retuined the bou {o ity owner, and siarted
i seaweh off hun on oot 1 looked for him every-
where, but could sce or hcar nothing of him,
All night Lsal 1p wuting and walehing for his
retuin, very anxious and much disiressed, for wo
were grend friends.  Plirce days passed, and then
the villape - watchman came gnd gwe us the in-
formation that the body ol a Luropean was {loating
in the uver o little way down, and tlus was poor
11 -, We got him oul and huried him wnder o tree
to the North-West ol the Dbig bungilow on tho
border of the factory zaal,  Greatly to my sannoy-
ance, 1o soont  had the police col wind of wha,
had happeued, than I lound myscll an objcet of
sugpicion, the D ogel (Police Inspector), thhough
othets, kindly gpiving me 1o undersiand tha he
suspected foul play, but that a tip would put all
right  Doramately, my Dbrother was al the [ac-
iory, and my cvidence wus faken 1n his presence,
or I mght have found mysell vory awkwardly
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piaced.  The {ollowing year when some of the
river boals returned, we learned how it was that
poor IL-—wiy drowned. Ilaving probably got
tired of wailing for my return, e took up a long
bamboo, and tried to pole the boal up stream.
Liither the water was decper than he anticipated,
or tho bamboo sineck in the mud at the bottom,
ior, he was pulled oftf, and went down betore the
nien who saw the accident, could rescue him.
beeing  that the Sekib did not rise again to the
surface, one of them, they said, swam to the boat
as 1L was 1loating down the stream, and moored 1t
where 1 had originally left { under 11 s care.
Why the boatmen id not spet k then and tell what
had occurred, it iy impossible Lo say. Mither they
were afinid of suspicion aitaclung to themselves
in the first instance, or they were paid by the
police to keep miltnce, when the hope suggosted
itsell of makig out a case against me, and being
well © ipped 7 to hush 1t ap.



CITAPTER TIL

HOUSD.KITE NG IN OTDIN DAYS — KILLING A COBRA ~-
DAILY ROULIN I A AN OUIWORK —RYOTS AND
RIIN. LAWS
YITORTLY after this, I was senl to an out-

) work wnd st up house-keeping on my own ge-
count., A fow tables and chairg and a couple of
beds formed the not very claborate furniture of my
bungalow. My crockery was of the most mis-
cellancous kind, and would have realized a small
fortune in these days ol Ching mania, so bat-
tered and maimed was it ; but in the days when I
speak of it bad its value for me, for my means
were hmited, and I had picked ic up cheap. Iow
woll I remember the first smash | Not long after
octiimng into order, & cobra had presumingly estab-
lished itsell in my kitchen, and tho cook arrved
i hof-hasto to desiie me to come gnd kil it, or
it would devour the only fowl there was to be had
for my dinner. The appeal touched me so nearly
that I forthwith set oul with my gun, but finding 1
had no cops, 1 seized o thick slick, and made for
the enemy, lle was [ull of fight, and came at
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me the moment T put my foot over the side of the
door with such viciousness that I had to beat a
precipitate retreat. Wlule I was taking counsel
with myself how best Lo rout the intruder, the
factory jemadar (head cultivation servant) came
on the scene, poising aloft in his hand, a many
headed spear used lor killing fish. ith this he
" entered the kitchen ; the cobra, which had coiled
itself up in a corner, charged again, and he let
drive, jumping as ne did so on to a wooden chest
that stood conveniently by. It was that in which
my dinner service and cups and saucers weve kept ;
the original lid had been broken, and replaced
by some 1l-fitting pieces of wood, which gave way
under the jemadar’'s weight. There was a fear-
ful crash, and I knew that my china was no more,
The greater part of 1t was demolishud; but the
cobra was writhing on the spear heads, and victory
was with us, so I had to pul up with my loss as
well as 1 cm:tld Just ‘afterwards o snake-charmer,
who had heard of what was going on, appeared, und
was much disgnsted to find he had arrived too late
to take the reptile alive. I suspeel this one would
have given him some trouble, for though I have
scen many since, I do not rememkber any other as
vicious as this cobra.

My household consisted of a Llztmatgar (waiter),
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n ook, o sweepr, & dhobe (washerman), a bearver,
(valet), & wuerman, and a (ailor, Hor these
one pays now just about twiece as mueh as I pand
then I owas never a clever house-keeper, and do
not quite remembor the prices of things, but Ttlunk
I aight in saying that then, you would get,
e olil very linc fowls fit for 1oastig tor u 1upec,
or sixfeen chickens for the same money ; o sl
hunb for four mnas j atee tweniy seers, and nulk
twandy quats fov a rapee,  Country-bottled beer,
the only kind sold and ased then, conld be procured
from Caleunttn, it bot les were scnt down by the boats,
and the ale bought in casks, ot Rs 4 to Re 4
ar Ra & o dozen.  Lnglish botiled beov is the o ly
kK'nd thl is druak now, brought by steamers from
Englan 1 in 2 month v voyage, whercas threo {o six
wis for nerly the passage round the Cape, o leng th
of time that waq quite destinetive to Knglish beer.
Tha price it sells o 14 nol muelh highor-—irom B, 6
1o Rs €-8 o Qwon in Colentin, . e 7 10 Ry 7-8
in the distuict, o medy, beer was universally
drunk and some men 1 ad a wonderlnl eapacity [or
tahmagt ine Now-v diys, this has been exchan-
o1 for elaret or whisky and water, and ecrtainly
the Tithoofeans of the present day are much mora
abstemious than those of the past genevation, who,
in the .ood okl days, il & man got up a case or
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two of beey immedincly assembled from the sur.
rounding neighbourhood, and remained his guests
tall every drop was gone. This was called “ giving
him & party,” though it might be defined the other
way,

At Sibnuggur factory, I was allowed two riding
horses. DMy house was a thatched bungalow con-
taining ihree rooms bordered by two verandahs,
and I was about ten miles distant from’any Luro-
peart.  The first nigat I spent in my lonely man-
sion was dull enough. One of a large, cheery
famaly, I began to wish that my lot had been cast
nearver home., Ilow well I could picture them all
mm Mauritiug, and here I was far from cevery crea
turc—as distant as could be. The lamp I had to
brighten my solitude was manufactured by the
bearer out of a brandy bottle cut in two, in
which stood, stuck 1 half a potato, a wick of
cotton wound round a thin piece of bamnboo, it was
not lively, I afterw.ids purchased a pawr of plated
candlesticky with glass shades, and when these
figured on the table vice the brandy bottle, [ felt
myscll to be rather 115ing in the world, and & man
of property ! As I was vory fond of riding, I soon
found the means of routing the “blue devils”
I kept what is called a “ bobbery pack,’ and
hunted jackals and foxes. My pack was composed
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ol Lerriers, greyhounds, fazies (native greyhounds),
and even puriah dogs, and gave me capital spovt.
Part of my duly was to ride over the indigo cnl.
tivation in the emly morning, and, as I always
had my dops with me, 1f T started a fox or jackal
of we wenl, and {requently ended in having a good
scomper and a kill. My nearest neighbour out of
the conearn way W P— at Poopree, for J— H—
had left aiul gone 1o Bengal. Next to Poopree
came Doomral, where e [I— had taken the
management, They came 1o sce me now and
then ; and when 1 could get leave, I retirned thewr
visits, and at Doomrah used to have greal wolf-
hante, It was considered a great feat of horse-
monship fo 1ide these aninals down, and I recol-
leet one ocension on which we nemly suceeeded,
We had gone out carly in the morning, as it was
in the hot season, and fromn the first giags we beat,
out sprang o woll wlich made straght away over
the dry paddy-fields with us after him,  We took
it in turng Lo give him o spurl, keeping him at his
iop speed, while some of us made for coignes of
vantage by short cuts which enabled w9 lo rest our
hotses Defore starting aguin in direet pursnit,  In
this way wo van him for ien miles across tho rice
chur.  The pround, baked by the sun, was oy
hard as iron, and told sadly on our horse’s legs. 1
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helieve the wolf would have escaped in the end, if
the whabitanis of a village we passed {through had
nob caught sight of him, and despatched him with
sticks before we got up to them. When we dis-
mounted, we were 8o completely done, men and
horges, that we lcant up against one snother to
support us from falling on the ground. A short rest
and a good br2akfast put ns men all to rights, hut
the poor animalg did not get over the run ns easly,
Little  Opera Dancer,” H-~"s favourite riding nag,
had her legs swollen as big as an elephant’s, and all
the others walked very tender for days afterwards.

The great Sitamurhi Fair takes place annually
near Doomraly, and during the time it lasts was
always full of planters, who quartered themselves
in the neighbourhood at the houses of fiiends,
for the purpose of making purchases of hullocks,
timber, and other necessaries for factory use. The
fuir is held in an extensive mango grove, and
thousands of oxen arc brought to it for sale. As
well as being a fair, it 1s also the occasion of a
ITindu festival, where offerings are made to the
roddess  ““ Sita,” by women and children, who
come in large nuwmbers from long distances to
worship, and show off their fine clothes and
jewellery, 1f she weather is bad, the hardships these
" poor people endure is almost ineredible ; and the
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purils they rvun, in any s, a, the fuir oneht
to be enot gh {0 deler them, one would thunk,
from retwnmg.,  Bud, in sp te of the eruel attacks
of the professional thieves, who take advantage ol
the crowdig or o row, to fall on {hewr victims,
atl tew off” their golden nose and ear-rinas, leav-
ing then v feighitul paing and termbly  disfip ured,
they return undismyed the following year, arraywd
with all 1 val ibles tha’ romun to thens, again
to bo atbahed and despoded.  The fakirs, or
relierony mendicants, are a greal nuisance at this
eathering, espectally to the shop-keepers, from
whow they extort blachmail, or rather, what they
will, by playing on theit fears of the professional
thuwves, I these beggars are refused whal they
ask {or, they howl, and fight, and ercate o disturb-
ance, whiclu ab onee collects the thicves, who,
in ithe confusion, often manaze {o make o elean
sweep of overythuing in the shop.  As a clasy, the
fthars are the biggest tascals in Tudia, cspeerally
those who tenvel aboul.,  When thicves wish to
cecape from a districl that has bocome 00 hol for
them, they generally disau'se themselves as pil.
e or mendican s I am swe that if Govern-
ment made 2 law frealing these men ag vagrants,
it woukl o a great deal of good, and no llindu
would_ sy & word agmnst i, ‘Lhey ave efiwd
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of, and have no respect for, them, and would be
thankful to escape from their extortions.

The price of bullocks has gone up very much
sinee the year I first vistted Sitamurhi Fair  In
1818 and 1849 you could have got a splendid pan
for Rs. 80 ; younow pay for the same elass of amimal
over Rs. 150. Timber, also, has much increased m
price , a log that would have cost Rs. 8, s now
Rs. 100—and this hay not been the result of any
scarcity of wood, but caused by the closing of the
sale of 1t 1n the Nepal Terai forests by the Nepal
Govornment.

My work at Stbnuggur as an Assistant Indigo
Planter had not much to vary it, and mighs be
described as monotonous ; thouxh, on the whole,
I liked it. To rise betore the sun, eat his chotu-
hazri, make surc that the factory ploughmen are
ready to go fo work, inspeet horses md hnllocks,
and see that they ave fed, mount his horse and go
over all the indigo cultivation, is the daily employ-
ment of an Assistant.  This mnry fake him five
hows or moie 3 he 1cturns vid his factory zerats
(home-cnltivation), and gets under shelter from
the s by 11 am.  After breakfast, he allows
hamgelf, in the hot scason, a siesta till 3 » ., takes
a bath and a cup of tea to freshen him up, and

goes to the office to lovk over the acconnts, and
W, B B 3



a4 RUMINISODNOCDIS O BLITADR.

seifle any matter (hat may be in hand, It 1s
newly sunse, belore all this is accomplished, and
fime Lo remount his horse and ride round and
inapeet the work done simmee the morning., Tf
thove be blacksmiths and carpenters employed at
the factory, he looks them up, This r10utine iy
closely [ollowed »ut till November or December,
by which time the ground for plantimg mdigo has
been properly iilled *and made 1eady, when comes
the mensurenient of the land to ascertain if there is
the vight quantity in cultivation  With o book and
pen in hig hand, accompanied by a boy holding a bot-
tle of ink, the Assistant rides from field Lo field, while
men with nine {ool poles mcwsure the leneth and
breadth of them, calling out the number of poles
in o sing-song voice : “ Now {luggec, now!” (nine
poles, nine ) wlien another takesitup : ¥ Nass, ran,
dass ! (len, yes, ion!)—or whatever the poles may
be. 1 confess 1o having el always much relieved
when this pawt of my duty was comploted.  To ael
over it qruekly, most men keep ab 16 all day, and,
ns it g cold « weather oceupation, the sun coes not.

hintm o1,
sowing the indigo comes noxt in order.  [First,

all the drills have to be fesled 1o see how much
seed they average per acee.  This done, and orders
having been sent lrom the head-fuctory to bogin



REMINISCENCDS O BLITAR, 85

fo sow on a certain rlay, the drills are sent out in
batches {o difmeent parts of the cultivation to he
ready for use, Early on the appointed day the
drill shares aie sel to the proper depth and set
gomg ; and this is repeated daily €ill the whole
cultivation is sown, At the begmmning of May
arrangements are enbered mto for the manufac-
ture of the indigo, for advancing money for carts,
pressmen, &e,  Formerly 1t was more difficult to gat
benters —— the most essential of the men employed
-—than others, as only & certaln caste of the natives
would do the work, and they were hmd to get,
and froublesome to keep. Machinery, palented by
A.. Butler, now takes the place of these labouy-
ers, and makes matters easy. If rain has fallen
st the propitiovs time—Dby the end of June—ithe
plant is nearly ready {o cut, and early in

July the factory presents a very busy appear
ance. Carts arvive in hundreds, laden with indigo,
which are backed, and the contenis emptied into
the vats, on ench of wluch coolies arc employed
to ecavefully stack 16, As soon ag they have filled
the vats and thatched them over with mdigo,
bamboos cut of appropriate lengths arc forced
in across them, under beams that hold them,
for the purpose of keeping the plant immersed,
and preventng it bursting up when fermentation
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gotg in,  Water 18 then let on i1l it shiows above
the plant wheu the flow s eut off; and the indigo
is left to steep for about (walve hours.  The liquid
thus ob{ained 1s then run inte the lower or beai-
ing vab, and the refnse thil 1eains removed (o
nunute or fuel,  Opor vions are immediately heaun
in the lower vus, cither by boaters or machmery
{11l the feeuly s been supatased from the wate
and settled down,  "The water iy then run off and
{the fee iy pumped into boilers, which are gently
fied, The [ecula 19 agoin allowed {o settle, and the
water run ofl’ a sccond time ; what s preeipits fed
is once more slowly boiled, and, finally, poured on
o large straner called g table, where the indigo
sebtles thickly, wd the waler runy ofl’ clear.  On
tlc following day it s put into press boxes—about,
three feel square—and thotoughly squeezed dry.
The boxey are {1 en taken into the e ke-ho a0 whoere
the indigo 1w stumped and Inid on shelves made of
strips of bunboos titl the process of diying is coms-
pleted,  Tbiython packed in chests and sent {o Gal-
¢ wia, where il 19 sold by ceither Meysrs, W Moran
& Co or Thomas & Co., or shipped 1o Lngland.
Indigo 18 cull’ vated in two ways, by zerar and
pyott! (ov assamiom ). The firs! i3 homestead-
cullivation by factory ploughs and labour the
second, ryolls or assanmwar, 18 secured thus :
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A factory faims a village, and iakes fiom each
ryot an agreement {o cultivate a portion of his
holding for indigo. The ryot preparves the land
and reaps the crop ; the factory pays for the sced,
sowing, and carling off to the vats In 1847
the rates paid for ryoii indigo were vary low—
Rs. G 8 peracre for good plant  and, as »yoits often
had to pay high rents, very little remained to the
cultivator after paying this. The ryots, however,
got this advantage, that the day the indigo agrees
ment was written, the total of theiv indigo-nccount
in foll was placed to credit in their rent, which
was finully adjusted at the end of the season

Now indigo is well paid for, owing to a reform
brought about by the Planters’ Association, an
ingtitution set on foot- under the auspices of bir
Ashley Iden, late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal.
The Association acts as an arbitrator in all ques-
tions relating to indigo, and as a buffer hetween
overzealous officials and the planter.

There are two kinds of »yotfi cultivation—that
already named, and what is called #Ahasts, This
is cultivation given by syofs from lands in which
the factory has no interest as a lessee. In olden
times it was largely advanced for; but as renty
went up, the vyots lound it did not pay. As late
as '858-54, the Ilurnoul and Dooriah concerns



98 RIMINTISORNGES O BUITAT

hd very Litlle stler thw Jhav/e nd eo, and the
dillioully was to cocp the aven of eullivation cown ;
i {ach o was looked on as aopunmis ment by the
ryols 1 you 1efused to enter mto a econdriet with
than o grow indigo. It wayg the cus on al these
plices for the 2yols {o orve v salaann of a cart-
lond of bhoosah (ehdl) tot every acte of nd Lo he
col advances for.  Oa s also were 1o be houglit
chcap under advanees 2 muands (abod 1600,
and two nets (about o cart-load) of dhoosalt ey
civen for every rupee advanced, If your get 401
of oals now-n-days for a rupee, you may consider
yourself lucky, a 1wl as to chl (orbhovsal ), you have
to pay Re 2 or Re. 3 lor cwh cirt-load  Thou_ h
Fhas/ 7 indigo has sonewhat dechhed m the dis
irict, there are ofill some villages that stick 1o the
old systom ; the rates pad are, however, hizher,
and the bdhoosalt perquisite has been done away
with

The 1cason for the wnxiety on the part of the
pyois 1ound Docriah and Kurnoul 1o grow /hashi
md’'go is found m Uie fact of the tand there being
low-vented 5 the s yot would take lrom the zomn-
dar sy, 20 actes ol land, fov which he would
have to pay Re. 2 per acte ; he would ol once
proceed to the factory and euter into an agree-
menb to cultivate len aeres Ahaske for mdigo; e
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reccived an advance of Rs. 2 per acre; out of
this Bs 20, he paid Rs. 10 at once on ﬂLGDU.llt of
rent 1o the eemindar, and kept the rest for his own
expenses.  As the season went on, other advances
wate paid. o this way he could always pay his
rent, and have the produce of his remaining ten
acres In crops for his own use.

Of late years, another kind of contract has come
into vogue called turtuli. By this the »yat makes
over 1o ﬂle planter g cevtan number of acres out
of lus holdmas (he faclory pays the i1ent, and
a sum as remuncration to the ryor who himself
cultivates the land, so that, though the planter 1s
actually in possession of it as lessec, the 1 yoéoccu-
pant holds and cultivates under him The zemin-
dars have a great objection to this class of culti-
\?thtiijﬂ, an 1l lﬂaﬂﬂﬂ the yt}t 1l £00 indepmdeut
a position, and for this reason they do all they can
to stop and oppose Lhaske also.

Vinle on this subject, I will nols my experiences
and opmion as to the Reni laws, past, present,
and future the cssence of which, when L frst put
foot in Tirhoot, was this. A ryof might be called
to appear at the village katehary {office) when
wanted, when his accounf, would be read to him,
and he would be required to pay up whatever
balance might be fornd 1 it against him, This
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nghl was in sor 1 instaiees abused, bu , a% n rle,
iL worked well, i was witlultawn by o now Rent
Acl, and the consequences L eonsider have heen
disstrous 1o many 1 yofs, for this simple voason,
tha il iy against the nnowmo of these poeple to pay
uniil they are obliged,  Should Tis reut not be de-
manded fiom him whon 1 s due, he puy ol the
avil day, and uscs the moncy lor some oihoey pur-
pose, perhips on the cxpenses of o wedding, or o
feawst, At last the semendar pushes Tam for it, and
finling that the wherewithal to pay upis vone, in
o momen! of (xasporation, citers o suil against
hum, and * Jankce Gope ' s served with a stimmons
fo angwer for <o many vupees  Livery orvienal
loves a law-suit, so, instc wl of going to his land-
lovd and gettling the eluim, ho sots oud Lo the town
where the munsift (o subordinate judge) holds his
conry, sndl 1w inwrodneed vo o mukfear {artorney)
hy some hungry “ tout” for o wall congideralion,
The muttear  generally a musty old gentloman m
goiled raiment, wewmg o hugo par of spectacles
[raed in brasy, tokes up he summons, and rouds it
nlond, he than asks what reply 38 to be made.  The
miserablo 7 yot elasps his hands and beging {o reeile
his side of the story, The maktews looks the pioture
of wigdon , but does not utter a word, At o hint
from the clak in atlendunce, * Junkee” wakons
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up to the fact that it is tine to open his purse-
strings, whiech from that moment do not close,
The muitear, the clerk, and the pleader having each
received Ins several fee, the attorney sets to work
and writes out o veply to the zemindar’s plaint, It
ia 80 brilliantly untruthful in its amazing statements
thal the ryof 1s beyond Lumuself with delight, wnd
finds it nccessary to present “muklearjee” with
an extra rupee. When the day for the hearing of
the casc comes on, “ Jankee " appears in the witness-
box and swears to all that has been staled for
him in the written reply; but fails to give any
prool, while the plamtiff proves his case fully.
A. decree i given in accordance for the zemindar,
and the hapless ““Jankee” has to pay, not only
hig rent claim in full, but interest as well, besides
the costs of the suit. Ile turne on the mukiear,
and tpbraids hun, but meets with no sympathy, and
returng 1o his native village a ruined man, to sell
evaryllung to pay up the decree, cven to house
and home.

Now, Tam pevlectly certain, had “ Jankee ” con-
tinaed to live under the rent laws of 1847-48,
he would not have fallen into this dire trouble.
I have heard of semindars who {oster this propen-
gilty of their bleth en for delaying the evil day
of payment, and allow accounts to run on till
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just within linita ton, wd then enter a suil for,
g1y, three yeard’ rent.  In this way they sometimes
et rd ol a troublesome 1yt Provions o tle
altoration in the legislation relative 1o the 2yots,
they and the songndars luved happily  (ogother
now tho 1ent cowmis are crowded, and where one
wunstfl did all the work, it takes ab 1] ¢ present,
time hall a dozen.  The patwm ., a man appoint-
ed by Government Lo keep the village rent-books
and papers, 18 o constant thorn on the side of the
yyot, and 1k is a pity he is not abolished, or the
gystenn maproved in some way, lor it works very
badly,  Should the ryots have the pafwari on
thewr side, they can dely the zeminder, and it is
i the end a bad day for them il they come to
logeerheads with Aum. 1 the zsemindar Nills out,
with the patwa ¢, he may be led & dance he does
not care 1o L1y a sccond time. This oificial’s ovi-
dence i 1equued in all ront-cnsed, and as papers
ave very casily mannfactured to suit by the wily
lensth, he can, by o turn of his pen, aller the
whole face of the question, and prove bluek to
be white, "Fo chont these dlies noires, T would
sugposh o low to enfores the giving aud daking of
lewses inwiiting. The law ot presend obliges 1he
gemdar Lo give o lease, i called on to do so, hut
does not oblige the 1yot Lo take one {rom the
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senmndar.  If every ryot held a written lease, he
would be clear with his zemmndar, and no longer
in the hands of the patwaeri; his lease would
state what he had to pay, and the arvea cultivated
by him, and all payments of rent might be en-
dorsed on it or givenn m forms to be supplied by
the collector to the zemindar. A ryot with such
o lease I his possession wounld be much stronger
than he has ever been under the old, or will be
under any new, Rent Act, while none of the rights
or privileges claimed by the zemmndars would be
mfringed. The old laws of the counfry were
simple, and the people understood them. The
Behar ryot 18 not a man of a very acute intellect
certainly far below his brethren of Bengal m that
respect—and any change in the law is looked on
by him with suspicion, even if 1t be for his benefit.
A. common remark of the peasantry when any 1m
provement of an old sysiem is attemptred 1s, with
& shake of the head: ““ Mera bap dada kabbee aisa
nehy delkka!” (my father or my grandlnther never
saw things like this!), and their view is, like that
of the late Lord Melbourne: ¢ Can't you leave it
alone,” "

Toking him all in all, the ryot i3 not a bad
fellow il you treat bhimn fairly, and do not bother
him with improvements he neither wants nor asks
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for, See that he bolds hiy land at o fav 1eni,
getting o recciph for every pree he pays, and he

« will be a happy - nd eonfented man, and hlegs the
Comrear Duhadur ™



CHHAPTER IV

MY VISID TO TIWARRAI—I GO TO SUKRDD—A HAUNTID
TIOUSE AND GHOSP STORIDS—POOSAT A GOVLORN
MENI STUD NURSLRY—A FAUZDHARY

JPCOWARDS the end of 1848, 1 paid a visit to

Mr. C—, who had asked me to come and
see him when we parted after our tiger-shooting
party, Liwarrah, his factory, is about twelve
miles from Kumtoul, and I rode over there 1in the
morning, 1lere I met My, J T-—, who had been
sent ap to Tirhoot to look after the interests of
the Oriental Bank in the many sugar factories that,
were under advances to it. I found him a very
jolly and amusing fellow. Many tales are told of
him and his eccencricities. One is about a fu

Babu who owned villages that the factory farned,

and of which the rents were due. Having heard

that a ¢ Burra Salud” (a great man) had coma
from Caleutta on business matters connected with
the factory, the Babu set off at once to pay his
respects 10 him, and see i’ he could not mannge
to get his money, On arrival he was admitted to
the offiecc where C—and T— were sitting. A chair
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was placed for him bosude them, on which ho
st natied { nlov-fashion.  1laving mude a low bow,
and inguired parbicnlaely after the health of the
“Bura Sahub 7 he procceded to slale hiv ertev-
anees, und enlarge on the hardness of not petting
his ranfs I who undastosd very hitle of
Hmdustant {ook advantage of o pause (o tnguaee
whab the “lab Leecar 7 was talk ns aboud, and b ing
told thut he was asking for his money: ¢ Tell
hiny” sard T'—, *“ thut money 19 very scare al pre-
sent, but, as [ should hike to do him a good turn

Hore the Dabu huast into exclanations of delight :
“ A prinee indeed had visited the district ' The
¢ssence of honour and justice had come among
themi |7 “ L will pay him on a condition which
mus, be s ety fullilled.” ¢ Let my Lord speak
the word, and 1y slave will obey,” was the instand
reply. T gobt 1p, and solemnly taking o picee of
chalk, which happened {o be lying on the table
bes de him, emrefully rarked 4 line on the foov,
then another about {wo foe, ofl’ parallel to .
“ Now,” suid he, “let the Babu toe the fiest ling,
and jump over the yeeond, and he <l wve a
chogue for his vents” The unhappy man lookad
round Lo see if it was o joke, bul finding Do L
men (uile sericuy, descended ftom his seal, toed
the line, lookod ab the one to be jumped over
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with 8 despairing glance, scemed suddenly to
fecl s dignily hurt and with a low salaam,
mached majestically {rom ihe room, Later on
he made another attemps 1o obtain what was due
to him, with as little suceess. T— on this occa-
sion, was ab the sugar woiks when the Babu
came in search of hin, mounted on hie elephant,
and was requesied to descend and make his busi-
ness known. The elephant had squatted, and the
Babu's servant was in the act of putting on his
master's shoes preparatory to his getting down,
when T suddenly eased off the steam safety valve
attached 1o the machinery, With a roar, out rush-
ed the steam—at the same moment the terrified
animal rose to its {eet, and, with the nearly frantic
Babu, hanging on hke grim death, half unseated,
sped away across the country as hard as he could
go. 1t 18 needless to say that the Dabn never
tried again to sce that * Shattun Sulid” who had
twice played lum such tricks  F—G— was staying
at Tiwarral alsot  1le had given up indigo, and
wig gomng 1o the Nepal fiontier to trade with the
Nepalese,  Tor thag purpose, he had brought up
a lot of things to bavter, amongst them some very
old muskets, which T—declared he might show lns
conlidence in by trying them himself, so having, as
G— beheved, londed one of the pieces, T— serzed
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ot1 1ickless {-icnl, md hold™nx W froni ol
I msell as aufle , pu 1w badt to G 78 shoulder,
G oal the tine stivg 1 n b escipe and shouting.
CHoany cooll, T el you, wed k] ve 7 T
hotgh T— tu_gel wih nnht and mouan af
sirmg tied 1o 1w higge no powers wou d sfa
the loek, s0 G— was rede sed wil the vadict,
“Thu, thouch the weapons wae un loubiedly of
the da weerous oder, the dangor was greatly dimin
ishod by the faet that the 2uns would not go oft.’
In 1850-b1, scemy no prospeet of 1mproving
my posibion al Kumtoul, T apphed to C (who
hul cone to Dhsobie) lor vvaenit outwork under
o, and 1ceerv ng @ reply in the afin native, |
ot v tcd e Dhool ¢, wherc D flound © and 12 S
and psset two ot thiee Dlewsant days with then
before poing 1o my new lome.  Duing the two
yeus o my sty ab »hnuecur, Tohad been able
o gather toqether a fow extiy peces of furn bure
td sore piclvres, wr vwh o Tman_od to make
my 1tle bung ow quite dhwelwl and nice 14
was v onteh bet er house o 1w one 1 had e,
wll pload above € o elae of T, with
¢, den o the scudy 11 which weore several good
mowmeoc (rces T lad six rooms crawl g, dinung,,
{wo bed-rooms, and an ofhiec  the sixtl 1oom was

Lopropria ed by the huarer for keeping lamps, &,
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in. While dressing one Mormng, not many week
after my arrival my bearer informed me fop ny
comlory that the place was haunted ; thay g b
who had preceded e iy i POME years previously
had committed stieide, when under 4o infl 1enee
of love and liquor , and 1y ¢ hs vestless spirty v
st.ll scen to wande by the Dhnks of lake
where he had destroyed himsell,  The story was
this : Eu this life hie hagd become enamoured of
one of the fair young lac e then mhabiting the
Distriet, had Iaid his heap. and hand at hep feet,
and been refused. Retminmg to (he bangalow 1
a desperate frame of mind ha sought comfory, 4
forgetfulness in diinking an wnhea d-of quintity
of gin—a dozen QRares . —and having fuled ¢y
find the péace of mmd he sought, he prepared (g
die.  Having planted a sword, poing uppermost,
sceutely in {he muddy bank of thq lake, he shot,
himsclf with o p'siol, fell on bthe swortl, and g
taken up quite dead. Tt yag o stuesome story,
and my bewer eipped it, with another scarcely Jugg
disagrocable.  'T) ere wig another ghost, it secmed,
wluch was owven to playing pranks on iy domain ;
that of & man called Waligrs who had gonc mad
and  disappeared, no one kneyw where,  Shori ly
after his departure, the people about began {0 talk
of & wild man who h.d op duflerent oceasions
W, R L, 4
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rushed out of the cmc-ficd on tvwellers, who
wete cooking the'y fool by the road «ice, 4O17INY
wl v was prevyuir g on the fney, and d sippear ng
with it whence he cune very one was termifiad.
Shor by after these wpor s began lo ecrculide,
Waltc " hoise on wlh'cvhe b d heen scen {o ride
o toly way wig lovud dow, ane on «cuch
be ng made, Waltars” hody (170 hout in v deep
chur (swamp) also ca e to bl I earw out in
¢v cnee tha the mitwves hd seen o moan g dlop-
ping bout the naghbourhood 171t length the
horse diopped dowd fro v exhaustion, and The ridel
cast headlong  was dvowned amonast the weads
of 1wrwss  Te wis but'ed ne 1 the othor poor
feltow, »v nether conld vest in then graves, it
was bel eved ’

[ was re trng tatber Tiie from inspeeting mny
indigo lands, 1wl many diys al v the relion ol
Lhese storfes, when my boarer came {o meet me,
lookiiz much dstuibed s Horange things have
happrairly  » 1 yor absenee! Yo v slave wend
Lo el iy food, and com™nx b ek o the honse nof,
may mintles ajo, found @, m the stade you will
soc .0 Dismounting, I eufercd the bungalow, an
found 1w Te had said, everything m extraordinary
confusion—ihe pict res tined with theiv faces 10

the wally the tablo upyide down, chairy and tables
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mn the same ceeentric position . But one thing, I
noticed, had defied the ghost, and thought it
sightficant—the sidchoard still oceupied a clignified
attitude on its castors, and my glass slood on i,
as hevetofore, wnharmed [ was certamnty rather
puzzled  The bearer declated that he had hoeard
a notse like the rushing wmd through the house,
and had heen to see what was the maiter, when
just as I anived, he found things as I have deseribed.
Thinkine 1t over atterwards, T came to the conclu-
sion that some friend passing through the factory,
finding no onec in, had perpetrated this little joke,
and ridden off.  Probably the hearer had ¢one oft
much fuither than he wished me to know. after
eating Ius food, and had not heard when, whoever
it was who came, called for him Dot to this
hour, T have never been able to discover who played
me this topsy-turvy ftrick.

I own I never felt happy on a dark eviening
here  Ononight I was sitting reading, after dinner,
when looking up, startied by some sound, T saw,
or thonght I saw,—for 1 put it down to hney,— a
(hce pecring in {rom the davkness through the
window. It wae a cold, wet mol, the wind howl-
ing throngh the trecs, which made things uncom-
monly creepy. I bhad almost satisfied myself that
I wos under an illusion, whon again the face
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appeared.  This time thae could be no misiake !
A eold shivaer 1in down my back, and my Ihir
stood on end; but T pu a bold face on i, and
walked to  he winlow.  'The hee had acain dis-
aopcared 5 bty on open'ng the door to investigate
(urther,  and what astat I got T—crouching down
on the eround, [saw a iy ¢ & creadtie wi h
dishevellod hit, fodth owttor 1w with cold, and
the few 1ws hid covered ot dienched with run,
Sce'n, tha the thing was of flesh and Dblood, T
addiessed ;) aad calling to the bearer to buing a
light, found the  disturber of my peace 1o be a
wielched e7c,, who had  ken shelter, fror the
storm ‘ndle ver vlahy and woved, T suppose, by
otr os y, hod ake oceas ol peess througah the
window, to 1 ¢ Lol delv nent ol my nerves, T
fell mwuch quel ned to box his cars; lhowever,
having called the factory walchman, 1 mnde him
over Lo s care, with orders that he should be fod
andd allowed (o pass the neghi in the “ dhoosal
house.”

My nca os ne g bowr was I at Attwr faclory,
Fsow oveevlitide of hin e died soon tlicr my
atrnal, and was succecdad by O - who el to eo
into he army, and wais f{ollowed by G-, G
alterwards (ool pruappo ntment ag 10 wl-eng ineer
m Sarun, which bevth he held lor some time,
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During the mutiny he volunteered, with the force
from Dinapore, to relieve Arrah. The foice was
beaten back; and he narrowly escaped with his Iife.
A shot grazed hus spine, and paralyzed his legs.
Fortunately, one of Rattray’s Sikhs—a big, tall
fellow—who saw him fall, came to his assistance,
and having got him, mouatcd on his back, half
catried, half dragged him along to the river bank,
when the fiie of the mutineers having become too
warm, the Sikh dropped bim, and made for a
boat. Tortunately, he was seen by Venour and
Waller, of the 40th Native Infantry, who rescued
poor Gr— for the moment by hftine him into one
of the boats., They, however, had to leave him
there to his fate, as Venour was shot through the
leg while in the boat, and Waller and he jumped
ovorboard and swam for their lives. T{ wag here
that Fraser McDonell erossed the river, and at the
risk of his life rescued G—— and many other hadly
wounded mien  T'or this he got the Victoria Cross,

After G— left Attur, Y —- {iom Dynamut {factory,
took charge, and many a wild day we had together.
Onc of our exploits was a kind of eteeple-chase.
"The Attur house bemg raised about 20 {eet from
the ground, you go up and down by a flight of
steps which ave rather steep and navrow. As
wo wanted the race to be alitlle more exciting, we
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agreed £« ul 1o v e diawing roorr and make
the Stohree hoose U ew nning pos < pood {ive-mile
cotrse Powol s u cdior s bre k-reek b si-
ness. 1w horses ware Jotup thesteps wiil some
diffie iy, and v o e diawiig-roome whe ¢ we
moun ¢l T or o wer bt wo doots Tewd ne ol
o e vaand Toow el heseps A T woud
“ofl,” 0N doo he vude 1o se ¢ lirs oxit,
LU was womdad d how we oscaped 5 bul we adl
reachee Stckece withou o saratoh, The slightest
mistabhe on the pat of the horses, and we should
have been Killcd ot muoh injuaed,

O the lowlnd o henot o dudkrce, there
v vary aood ¢ shoo my, ground, awl many n
brwe of e » 1 ve T bhwgel when ot shooting
with Colonel Ajperly, a sor ol tlhe cdehrated
“Ninod,”  Tlewos in ebarge of the Government
Horse N usary af Poosaly, md va y a jolly day
have Fopont 1o o Poosle e "ovely blace, wath
me cven es of Gk ond sachoodh fices Tewd ng,
e 1 oone sbible o o ey The staibles were
e rily-thated cd o cs, wdl <opy with Loege ame
banhce o1 ddosures in L {or young caltle (o
sbieteh than loes e The Jaden was nicdy kept,
and (b ol rue hiats and plaits  Poosalt was
originally mionded  for o Botaviend Garden, and
{he Govern ne it Stud Nuwsery was established fisi,
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-l Hajipore.  DBut they found the young horses did
not thrive at the latter place, and sent them to
Poosali.  In about 1875, the Goveinment leased
this beautiful place to Messrs, Becg, Dunlop & Co,,
who wished to set up a tobacco faclory

The quail in the Suckree Chur remained 1l
very late in the season, and we used to have good
shooting in the carly wmorning. I have often seen
ninely biace shot, and on one oceaston four guns
shot {hice hundred brace—an enoimous bag. Dur-
ing my residence at Suchree, we were visited by a
tiger, who took up his abode m some Dbig giass
Lo the north of the factory ; but he disappeared
as quickly as he came

At buckree 1 had my first experiencein fous-
dary —1he word 1s not casily translated, but ii
mecang & fray wheie a force of mizn 1y used.—The
lease of a village not far fiom Suckree, belongh ¢
to a neighbowing Rajaly, was about o expire, and
as we had advaneed money, and gst a written pro-
mise {hat the lease would be reiewed, we went
onn preparing our cerat land, One day, however,
we licard that the Rajah had igrored his written
promise, and given a lense ol the same village to
a wealthy banker, to whom he owed money, and
that the banler was going to send a {force to take
possession, and sow down the land we had had so
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b (rowsle to prepure o nc'ao Fimding the
report (o be frue, sud thht the ency wis coneen
trafing his {orces, we ol once aalled fopothar o
co mier foree, an by mght hd o army of
abo © ore dousain rer rerdy o the ovly
morn ne {le wrywis v s Hod vrder the com-
mewl oof ile liciny jor dvoo lad ali'vas
tion servant  Ple o s e balloeky with -
loads  of ind’'eo secd sirted "voadvuee. My
work nde T waen hwy ol vl ne vdhicd ovt of The
fac ory, as I 1wl ocen puoace] ely orcered that
[ was on w accound {o Lo newr the field of acton,
The jonadir voliad {o me dtarw uds the (ol ow-
ing aceount of the Battle of Tippery ¢+ ¢ Abouy,
half w howr af er lowine the fwtory, we renchod
the Tippery vilnce o by, and ymttimg our
di'lls i order o sonwt g, sant (b on forward to
the prepared factory sorats, No o osoonar wele we
on hel ) than to the wasty the Tippery army
pivdedts appe 1oy cad i va oy, b dedly wore
obl' o od to e eat Our nen were then ovdored {o
alvance nd noct he eneny  Th's they did with
arttsh and a ghoul 5 wany of the young men in
thoe oxcifomont, jumping oy oot into the aiy,
ag they gl coed thar fam norbaneds (waint-elothy)
Fthought virfory eoviain 3 bt cur opponents were
commanded by v voey devar old man who had
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been in many a fight.  Allowing the factory army
to come on unfil it was about 20 yards off, the
Tippery General perlormed o sort of “up guards
and ol ‘em’ movemwud, for e ordered lng men
{o lake advwmiige of the west wind (which was
then Llowmg lalt a gile), Lo stoop down and
throw up the dus @l they were almost hidden,
vien rish on, and suddenly, under cover of the
dust, atlack us.

“This manwuvre was promptly and well per-
formed, a panic geized our men, and [ had the
mortification ol seemy them come streaming back
across co inlry 1o tell the sad tale of our disaster.”

The jemcadar came up last with the wounded
placod in carts. I found that three or four men
who had gone « little mote forward than they
intended, Iind got sorie bad knocks, one man in
Pt {ictdar had i aucomaonly nasty crack on his
head  Tle news of the deluat was not long in
renching the head factory, and the manager soon
artived (o see whal hanm had been done. The
wounded men were phistered up and notice seni,
{o the police; as the manager had to rcturn through
the Tippery village, T volunleered t2 return with
him in case we might be attacked, so we mounted
our nags, each of us catrying a good sfick, and
riding on the side of the road close o the hedges
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for fear of an ambush. Ilowever we saw no one.
In a grog-shop near the river a few of the enennes
(wounded) waie Iying on the ({loor, bul whether
their posilion was owing {o blows o liguor,
we cid nol  ingune  Next morning C— amd 1
teturned, and passine ihough the village, lound
the banker’s peope bu sy sowi 2 the lands we I ad
preparcd belore It was amusing to hear the
plot gltmen squealing to thew bullocks 1o go on
fagt, and lo sce the small aimy senl to protect
them fiowm attach, hopping about, and jumping
info the air . a hind of dance of titumph as we
passed. I did feel so mehned to putl spas to my
horse and chergc theny, but on suggesting such a
procecding, T was told not to be so foolish 1 This
was my first experience ol a  Jfuusdary; and,
thoroh I aed to ace in a sinidar way on one or
two occasions, I ant glad to say that rows of this
kind are now seldeniheaid of ¢+ Planters and scaedu-
ders (talit (heir battles meivil couris. A row of
this lnd was a great windl to the pohee  The
darogak (now called head inspector) am ving on
the spot, Doth sides make atrangemends thal the
best of food and every comfort should bo available
for this ¢icat man (for the time being ) ; and the gide
he honowed with his company was looked upon as
the winming onc. This herd elerk, ov molurry,
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had also to De sutably provided lor, and after
him Lhe bw banduzcs now ealled constables, made
foosh (pleased).  Then came the game of “ What,
will ye {ak’, or what will ye o ¢ ?’ botl  sides
buing  powerlul and wealthy.  The dwogah sahib
wrole ou. lus report, and having  been well
tipped Dby both sides, contented humsell  walh
announcing, that both -veie cqually guilty and
sendmg up lor tual belore the Magistiate two or
three of tle smille Ly of cach <ide. In dug
course they appearcd be ore the Zfucvor,” who,
following up the cue set by the police, punished
men ol both suiles by @ shor, muprisonment.  We,
alter consultation, mule up owr winds to let pos-
session slip through our hands, and try the cuvil
courl., A very amusing incident occuired some
years ago m conncetion with  he police. The
Buirg Saleb ol he police was to con e Lo hon
pore, his cunp havineg, preceded b the disteict
police ware conscquently fussirg abou el ing
cverything reacy, so that Te and lus officials migid
have overy comfort. The grcd men anived with
a mumber of gues 9, and all rotinéd (o rest alter
the latigues ol {he day. At abowt  o’dJock in
(he mornine there way an alarm of thieves: A good

"l Torerte —a i w oy aespeet tselte oflic ®
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deal of shouting, and noise followed ; and, after a
time, it becams known to the people in the camp,
that the big man’s camp had been robbed—he and
his guests having been velieved of o quantity of
jewellery.  The darogah was at once summoned,
Hearing what had happencd, his distress was great,
and he forthwith went to arrange for the capture of
the thieves, Dy sunset he had caught thew, and
secured all the stolen property., The head of
the police, a Cb. of long standing, immediately
seeing In this darogah a clever, encrgetic, and
intelbhgent policeman, orderved his promotion; and
that a sword of honour should be given to him. The
“outer world " will tell you how it was all done ;
the durogal peid some domes (men of tha lowest
caste), to go and commit the burglary—they would
get a few months’ jail, bui they did not mind
that, bemng nccnstomed lo i, The stolen pro-
perty was to be kept handy, and made over lo
the daroguh.  This was all carried out : the domes
gotting their reward in cash, wont to jml, and the
daiogah gob promotion, and a sword of honour,




CHAPTER V,
RIDL OVER 10 DOORIAI TOR CIIRISTMAY  DULCINDA DIL
1OLBOSO —REIURN 10 WORK,

IMRISTMAS m India, as in England, 18 a
@ great time for feasting and making merry-—
large parlies being given,  In December 1851, 1
was invited to a gathering at Dooriah by C. G
and as his Christmas parties were noted for grand
shootin_ and hunting, as also for open - handed
hospitality, I starled on the morning of the 2 {th
Deocember to ride some lorty miles. [ had pProvie
ously sent off my horsey to the different stages on
{he journey, driving my two buggy-horses ien
miles, ag {ive miles is considered a fane stage lor a
hoise in harness over /afche ronds, The remamning
thiriy miles L was to ride, and having only {wo
riding -horses, was compelled to borrow a third.
Ton miles is a long slage lor o ridimg-horse, the
usual dislance given boing only cight, but ag it
wag in the cold weather, g little extrn distance did
no harm, Leaving my own placy ol about 10 AL,
I got over my fixst len miles in a little over
an Lour, and mounting my counuy-bred mare

¥
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“ Duleinea del Tolboso,” I wis not Jong mn clearing
the next tenvules My good old marewvas destined
to make hersclf v name an the vory sfiring tunes
of the muimy, for [ <sold her m 163! to ounc
Paddy Dunn fiom Mnzapore, who rode her all
thronoh the thich of it in company with the
oallant Venables, Mi, Dunn receved o hand
sore properly for his plucky behaviour, and T
hope * Dulciica del Tolboso™ waus plwed, after
the heat and burden of the day, in & comfortable
paddock to cat, and drcamn away her vueventlul life
in peace and happiness By next stage was per-
formed on a borrowed horse, and remembering the
saying anent, “a fiiend’s horse and your own
sputs, ” wo skimmed along the road at a hrisk pace.
Winter days we shoit in India, and as I had halted
for some tume at the club in Muzuflerpore, I lound
“ the shades of night were falling fast, " before |
reached my last sfage, whete niy sturdy littl
“tat,” “ Poler,” commonly callcd # The  Pig 7
{(from his hkeness {o o goo0d - sized porker), stood
veady saddled. Tt was quute datk before T reached
Dooriah, tucd, dusty, and hungry, wheore T et
with a hearly welcome from my host and his
party. Alter dinner, when the table was clearcd
and ouwr cigars were Lif, we discussed the pro-
gramme of the morrow,
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Le was ananged {hy we sho Id hunt 1 the
e vly norming, altcr which we should mount our
clephonts whiieh ounr worthy host had povided,
and shoot, over the owlonds on the banks of the
big (haadul, where hare, pwircges, quar, and
wild pre abounded.

Long  Delore daylight we “vere ast v, and having
fort'fied {the inner man we soon made a start,
The dogs had been sent on in o covered cart 10
the grasscs we proposed to beat.  There wete ter
riers, ereyhounds, and one or two nondesetiply
that g ve fongne, and 1an on scent The gray
hounds were put i slipy, and posted af different
corners of the grasses.  When all was ready, the
horsemen formad line, whilst the terrcis and other
dogs hunted about.  We hal not long 1o wait oz
our first scumper. A Cadkal noe awey, ana a pair
of heavy kangaroo hounds were «pped o him
with aringing “Tally-ho.” O 'we [l went an pur-
suil, over ditehey, into rouds, throngh geass oldy,
Ihe jkal by ng all 1 e conld (o dodge 1l e dogs A
Lst, in o were mowment, he {ook to the open, the
dogg al I « brasn. The »mec graw st ind furious,
the exeiled huntsmen hullooing (nconragement, o
the top of their voices, the terriers behind yelp-
ing furously.  The jackal sfiaincd every nerve to
reach a paten of the jungle not Lity y ads ofl, whese
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he would be safe, bul the leading dog having seen
this, put on a last spurt and, just as Mr. Geedhur
was almost safe, seized him, and the two rolled
over together.  The other dogs soon ran iu, and
fnished Lim. One by one the hoisemon came
up ; sowme having made acquantance with 1other
earth—the consequence ol {1yiig to negotiate big
ditches ob'eeted to by the'r hoises,— bul most ol
us had not been so anim{unate.

After the hard woik our horses and dogs had
anderone, we thought il as well to proceed to the
shooting ground, where oulside a fine mango
gLove WO found our clephants 1n readiness, and
what was still betier o the eye of the hungry
sportemen a d jewnc:  la fow cludle spread under
ihe cool and pleasant shade of the trees. We
at oncc commenced opeiations, and for o long
time notlung hut the popping of corks, the clatter
of knives and forks, and broken ejaeulations wae
heard, sueh as, © Morve pie, please .”— Jusl pags the
beer, will you? "—*“ What, o capulal moor ghee!™
eving'ne that ample justjee was being done Lo the
spread  Thee must be an end to all thing g, and »so,
alas  16was with our breakfast  Gigas were duly I,
the clephants called for, and guns and amm mition

=Rk

¥ Jnok . | Towl,
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handed up to our servants, who had their scals
behind vy on the lowdahs,  About one hundred
men weie in waiting, cach having o stick with
which 1o beat the grass and jungle, and a pair of
wooden clogs to proteet fus feet (rom  thorns.
Besides these beaters, there was o small detnchiment
on otir ilank outside the heavy gross, carrying
certain baskets provided with bottles, tumblers, &e.,
and we ienlized the fact that no man need thirst
whilst he kept this litile group within hail. It
was not long belore the game began to rise, and
by evening we had a splendid bag of hare, par-
tiidee and (uail, also—1 blush to sy 1t—of * pig ;"
but 1 those days pig-sticking was unknown in
Tirhoot, and there was no disgrace attached to
shooling o “ porker.” "Ulus part ol Lhe country was
the only parv of the counhhy m whaeh wild boar
was found, but the ground was s> bad that 1t was
onsidered niwlness 1o ablempt to ride and spear
them. In L8063, pirsbegan to overrun the Dstrict,
Whenee (hey cmne none knew 3 hul the natives
sand that the Doosnds (swineshardy) had  beon
told by one of thar priests, that a curse wonld fall
on the heads of those who kept pigs, and, in
conserquence, they af once let their heids of swing
loose, wineh took to the jungles and bhig gragses, and
e tiane beeame wild, Lo these days one ean have
W, R B D
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pig-sticking almost anywhere n Lirhoot, (‘humpa,
run, or Ssrun. J S—, of whom I have men-
tioned as living at Poopry, is sud to have been
ihe first man to stick a boar in T rhoot  lie d
st ofl o little Arab, which had becn lent, him, as
gallant a httle nag as cver stepped It had been
left, with Lt by a young man who hrd commenc
ed life as an indigo-planter, but aflerwards, getting
o commission in the Hast India Company’s serviec,
left Thrboot to jom his regument, leaving his trusty
httle steed to follow swhen he had seitled down ;
however, they never met again, as the poor litile
Arab caught cold and died. Welost sight of lus mas-
ter during the mutiny ; bul some yews afterwards
at Lucknow, whilst looking over the graves of
friends who lay beside him “ who tried o do his
duty,’ ¥ my eye eaught the name ol my old friend.
He, too, “had done hisduty’  Wespent a very jolly
week at Dooriah, hunting, shooting, and Dbilliardsy
being much cnjoyed.  On 31st Decombor we sat
up to ¢ wateh the new yearn * On New Yenr's day
we all sct off for Moruflerpore, where we spont
the dmy-—the party dispersing to thew homes next
morning.

Returmng to work agamn was very dull, but

[

* Dpitaph on 81 II, Dwwier cos tombstone  * Heio lios Hom y Linw-
venee, who tried to do his doty °
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after o few days 1 soon got back into ihe old rou-
tine. K, MeL—, who superintended Af tur faclory,
olten emne from Chupprah, where he lived, to lank
round, and I was generally invited {0 mcot, him,
thus spending many happy evenings in lus soeie y
le was a fair performer on the violin, and sInQ
some good songs * Maggie Lauder,” among thom.
Who will forget ““Ilo Maggie, hey Magoie, hi
Maggic Lauder!” sung in chorus, by a dozen voicos
to the accompaniment of old Mac.’s hddle ? Young
(bis Assistant Manager) could give you a lively
ditty with violin accompaniment, when the good
old song of “ Duncan MacCallwhan’s Ride’ was
warbled forth with true Scoteh accent, T almost
fancy I ean hear “‘Deil tak the hindmost
says  Duncan  MacCallaghan, laird o' Tualli Ben
Jo,” chorused forth by the company i mirthiul
harmony.  Poor Young died on bhis way to
Iingland, where he had been ordered by his doe-
tors,  Mae, too, has passed away,




CIIAPTLR VI.

G0 TO KURNOUL TALITNED GHATNTES —¢ MANY A SLIT
TWIXL CUP AND LIP —IIOW OALILI ARL IRUAI
ID BRAIIMINI BULIS~NARROW LSCUAPL Ol § §-—

I'ALSH CASE

IN Novomber 1852, 1 was offered the sub-

A managerslup of Kurnoul, and as the pay was

Rs. 280 per month, I gladly aceepted it, and on

1st Novenmber took over chaige from D—. Kurnoul

was  vely good concern,

The dwellmg-house was prettily situated oun the
banks of a small streun, and the undulaling
oround round about it greatly added 1o the coup
i, The land near the house was dotied with
fine large irces and climps of bamboos. The
stables and conch-hiouse were substantially buils,
and nwee y sifunted  The garden wag some dis-
fance fron the lLouse, and hid been well enred
for-—grapes, rnangocs, and plantains being plentifnl ;
and as winter was just comung on, I found a
splendid supply ol vegetables 1cady for my use,

My predecessor had gof into trouble with the sur-
rounding zemundarg, thiough having undertaken
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the management of a beel club. ITe had pur-
chased a number of dwarl bullocksy, called Ghamees,
noted for the fine beel 1hey make, had {aken
great care of them, and fatcned them well np,
reuly for killing., A lew days belore the firsi
bullock was to become heel, one of the zemum-
dars, having business in the faclory, paid hisg
respects to 1) . Ag they were sitting n the veran-
dah, the zemandar remarvked the Ghamees, which
were grazing in front of the bungalow, and asked
what was the use of keeping th: dwarf caitle, D—,
without thinking, replied that they were {0 be
killed for food. The zemindar was of high caste,
consequently this announcement was very offen-
sive to+lum, so he got up, made his bow, and
went away.  Next day a petition was sent, asking
that the cattle might be spared, but D took no
notce of it.  Aboul nwon of the duy on whidh
the first Glhainee was 1o die, whilst all the fuctory
servents were away ol their homes, having their
menls, a force ol over a thousand men apperred
ancl drove off all D-—s9 fattened bulloeks ; con-
sequently the club lost their money, for only one
was eventually vecovored, They were diiven right.
off to the Gorrukpove jungles, and then let loose
io become most likely the proy of some hungry
tiger.
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The whole matter was putl into the hands of the
police, and eventually a few zemundars were mnpri-

soned.
Hindus have strange ideas about the treatment

of cows, DBrahminy bulls, and bullocks.  They
will not allow any of thein to be killed ; yet the
way H1ey M-tvent them is dreadfnl TP a cow ig
ill, they will not give her medicine, for, if she died,
the donor wounld lose caste. I'he wretched bullocks
working in carts and ploughs have nearly cvery
joint in their {ails dislocated, and their necks are
very often badly galled,

The Brahmmy bull fares best; but if he i
caught trespassing in a field, ho 15 well pelted with
clods, and il he is not savage, heaten wish sticks
over the head and ribs,  Yet af a bullock die with
his head under the yoke, the driver is outecasted :
the same happens if a cow, or bullock die while
tied up, the person who tied them having to do
penance, ad {eed the Brahming before they are
reacimitied to caste,

Brahminy bulls are very destructive, and where
Luropeans and DMoslems prevail, they are quiclly
caughl and used in cavis or killed {or beel—tha
Umdus shutting their eyes to this, as they prefer
thoir crops to the sacred bull,

Brahminy bulls are lot loose mach as seapegoats
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were 1n olden tines, A man’s grandmothar dies,
the grandson takes a small call and brands him
with the dseol, “{1he emblem of Trinity used by
the Iindu God Khristna,” and deives it, out of the
villlage.  The calf ha ving the ran of the erops
soon becomes o {ine big bull.

At Denares they are an intolerable nuisance
to the dunnues (shop keepers) ; there they roam
about the bazaars, puiting their noses into the bas
kets of gramn placed at the window for sale, and
thus they fatten on the best of food.  If the bunmas
only dared, they would make short work of these
1impudent cattle

My necarest, ncighbour, when at Kurnoul, was
J. 8—, who had been many years in the country ;
he was only some five miles ofl, s0 we used 1o visil
each other very often.  lle had, some years belore
I met him, a narrow eseape fiom being murdered by
o fanatic Ilindu, IC he had not been very cool,
and shown gread presence of mind, he would have
been kilked,

ITe was one day sitiing at dinner about 4 v M —
for J. 5—, like many old planters, kept e wly hours -
whon snddenly o native rushed i1io the room with
t drawn-sword and held it over 8§ s head ready 1o
cul him down, 8—, glancing up at the man, caught,
sight of o lage gathering of 1uilians outside, and
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ab onoee qp(}i]]f resral e wis Ht‘]l Sy, f 1 i'l ”}" IlH]{[ 1,[
the mun whit was the mdt e e vepleldy #1
have Doevser Ehy Ram to loot ind Hlny, Al Huq

poinling to Lwe uptaived weapon, s e sword.”
I don towanl Lo kill you al onee 5 1l you w il aive
me noney Lo feec ny mmy b arewid nag, o ibeice,
Lwillspure your ile for o ime 7 S—- replad s ¢
will, of conttse, give you waatevaer mo ey you want,
but I must send for it o vy b ner, and 1l you
will allow me, I will send now {or i by o man on
horaeback 7 This was agrced to, and a trusty
Mahomedan »yeo departed wi e tnoorder on by
banker, but also with inatiue “ons (o see the M giy
trate and give notice ol whi was gong on,
Another man was sent to Kueno o to put o I,
who was then al that factory, on Ins ¢ urd, as the
man in charge of Ram'ys sword had made known
hig intention of paying o visit tlicie alter ho had
replentshied iy coflors ad Raujpoor, The gentleman
ol the wword seated himsoll i the varandal, nwait-
ing the reburn of the messengor with hoe cash,
Before long, merabers of the fanatienl army began
to disperse, and suddenly the man of the sword
ook hmsell oI, [or rumotis ol the Police and Ma-
gistrate being astir, must hwve renched thon and
their commander.  Not long after Jlieir oxii, the
Magistrate arrived, followed by o mumber of polics
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men and village watehmen, who statled in pursuit,
o-— having joined the puity., Ile of the sword of
Rom, was iraced 1o o house standimg within an
enelosure, entered by o door which had been {asten
od and bartieaded,  The Magistrate ealled on the
inmatey 1o open and surrender, but as no 1esponse
was made to repeated calls, the Magistrate, & good
horseman and well-mounted, put his horge at the
mud-wall, which he clemed al 2 bound, but land-
ing on the slippery ground inside, the horse’s legs
went fiom under him and he rolled off, In a
moment the fanatic, who had hilden himself mn
the house, wag oul with his drawn sword, and had
not, & village watchman, who had chmbed over
the wall alter the Magstrate, knocked him over,
it would have been all up with the C.5. The
fanaticnl loader was sccured with several of his
{ollowers found hidden in the honse. They wac
all went up to the semsions, and imprisoned tor
long potiods,  S-— had come Lo India when ¢ John
Company ” 1uled supromne, and no non-official
Luropean could remun in the country without a
permit,—and this right he forfite 1if" ho did any-
thing that was dmplcrwmg to the cyes of the
powers existing.

I{c told me how anative, whom he did not get on
wilh, wried to have him tumed ou. of the country
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by getting up a false case against im, A charge
was sworn to befoie the Magistiate that S had
lost. lus temper with a 2yof of one of the neigh-
bouring villages and hul had him tied with a vope
and dragged by bullocks over a f(ield, from the
eflecte of which the man died ; and that Ius body
had been thrown into the river, &e. S wag put on
his defence  Ile was quic astounded at the
charge, for it was utterly false, yet the evidence
brought forward against him was not to be shaken
and things hegan to look ugly, when one of S—'s
factory servants, who was standing near him, whis-
pered into luscar: “ Why, there 1 the supposed
murdered man sitting in comt listening to the
case.” S notelthison a shp of paper, and hand-
ed it. up to the Magisteate.  The man was arvest-
ed, and the whole ithing came out. So jealous,
howaver, were tie ollictels miose diys ol what
was called “intawrlopilg ' inf ucnce, that though
the case was shcwn to be o vile conspin wy, H—
had to lewe the Distuct, and it was only alter he
had annwved in Galeutta that he managed to get

tlic order rescinded.




CHHAPTER VII

JOURNIIY DOWN TIL 3 RIVDR IN OITARGLH O PIIT TNDIGO
—SONLPORI' I'AIR AND SONLEPORU RAQL MLLT
KLOT long alter T had joined Karnoul, 1 was

ordered 1o procecd asg fav as the place where
the Big Ganduk viver runs into the Ganges, in
chorge of the Dooriah and Kurnonl Indigo on its
way to Culealla, The navigation wag very dan
ecrous down the river, and one of the senior ags’st-
ants always had to sce the Indigo sily past tlus
particular spol.  As the greal Sonepore fair was in
full swing about this tine of the year, the indigo
once off sale, the man in charge was able to
amuse himsell for a fow days W this most enjoyable
of gatherings, lcaving Doovieh al might, | diove
lown {0 the,rivet, wheve my boats lay in watling.
[ was soon onboard and asleep When 1 awoke |
formd we had gone scveral mitles on onr way.
The air on the viver was, however, very cold, and
[ found 16 necessary Lo wrap mysell up well 4l
the sun way lugh above the hor'zon. L was dlow
and tedions work, iravelling in a native boat, but
[ managed (o pass away the time shooting. The
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Big Gunduk 1s the boundary between Tirhoot and
warun; it is o broad, shallow river, except in the
rains when 1t 15 deep and very rapid.  1n November
it was dolted here and there witl sandbanks, and on
these there were all kinds of aguatic birds, includ
ing wild peese and ducks, and basking 1n the sun
nutnbers of all gafors ; so, with all thesc to fire at 1
managed to keep mysell amused. In the cvening
we had to fasten the boats to a sand bank ; and
then by the light of a very dim oil lamp, I managed
to read till I {cll asleep.

On the third day I had got my boais safely
through the dangerous part of the river and into
the Ganges, and as my responsibility was over, |
made my way up to the donepore Uamp.

Sonepore stands on a point of land where the
Ganges ond Gandak mect. The nat.ves call the
fair ¢ ILurrier Chutter,” But the village in which
standy the splendid mango-grove, covering some
hundred acres, is called Sonepore.

The junction of any (wo strenmsg is held sacred
by the llindus, but when these siicams are the
mother Ganges and Gunduk, their power is gread,
especially at o cortain age of the moon, gonerally
falling at the end of Oclober or beginning of No-
vember. At an hour ascertained {rom the Pundits,
thousands of 1ncn, women, and children rush info
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the water. Those who reach the water, exactly
at the sccond caleulated, are supposed to be at once
cleansed of all sin,  Oflerings of flowers and kids,
ulso money, ate made to the river, and it is dis-
iressing to see o wretched libtle kid (osting down
the river, bleating for help o save it from drowning,
while at another place, two sirong men ol the lowe
cagbemay be secn finhting for another, nearly tearing
it legs off' m their struggles for its possession.
[For days after, the poorer classes seavch in the
muddy bottom of the river near the bhank, {or the
small copper coins that have been thrown in as
offerings atl the bathing time. On the day before
the bathing-day the roads lcading to Sonepoie are
crowded with pedesivians of beth sexes, also con-
veyances of every denomination. » Women of all
clogses, dressed in the brightest of colours with
all the jewelry they have, sparklimg on their ears,
wrists, ankles, and noses-——some travelling on foot
canrying the youngest of their family asiride on
their hips, others, hetter off, riding m bullock caris
with » covering to proteet them from the sun and
cold ag well as the public gave. The ladies of the
‘“uapper ten” travel in palanquing covered over
gonorally, with a red cloth, in which 18 cut a hittle
hole on cach side to admil ai1, or to be used as
heep-hole, (rom whenee they can see and not he seen.
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After the bathing-day the far beging to clear,
and very soon 1s almost empty. The mango
grove, where the Luropean encanpment s pitched,
is near the race-course. The canvas-lown that
rises into existonce as 1if by magic 1s, In g8 very
short time, {1l of lle and gawely. The lmge
camps with thewr strects of tenty, arenetly and regu-
larly mtched, the shananahs handsomely carper
ed and fornished ; while at the back the dining
tents, down the centie of which are placed long
tables, indicate that a luxurious and comfortable
style of hospilality will soon be dispensed.

There are generally seveiral large camps 1o which
g number subscribe, and ask thewr fuiends ; there
are also a few private and smaller eamps  The
routine of Sonepore camp-life generally commences
with races, usually, ixed for o Thursday Tha
day before, all are assembled in ean.p, and at about
9 ra, the bugle for the Ordinamy sounds, and
such as are of a spor ing mind, go there and join
in the lotteries on the races to be 1un in the
morning. At daylight next mowning, o eannon
iy fired from the race-course, which rouses the
camp, and shortly aftev, the hwd ol the regiment,
from Dinapore marches down from the race-siend
to the end of the encampment and back again, to

the lively stram of a regimental quick march

"J
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After these two hints to turn out, the camp 1s
soon alive, and shortly after cwriages, dog-carts,
and conveyaneces of all kinds, and pedestriang are
to be seen making their way to the 1ace-stand.
By 8 aar. all have arvived, and soon after, the
saddling bugle goes,  The granc-stand is the
vorandah of the ball-room ;3 couches and chairs
ae tanged 1l alung the front to-vards the racc-
course, lenving plenty of space beliind for those
who wish (o warm themselves by a smart walk,
or constilutional, to promenade up wnd down. At
one end of the verandah, coffee, tea, and biscurts
ave provided ; during the interval between each
race the band plays, while the ladies, not to be
outdone by the sterner sex, make their bets for
elovas, or join in rupee lotteries on the next race.
By 11 A M. the races arc over, wnd all hasten
home 1o breakfast, and <pend iha afternoon in
calling, &e. Al Soncpoie puls i an appearance
at (he evening drive 10und the course , this pre-
senfs o very gay appearance. In tho eentro of
the eircle formed by the race-course, troopers be-
longing to the Iiregulwe Cavalry [rom degowlie
antertain the public by compefing o tent-pegging
and other feats of horsemanship, This, howevoer,
hag nmlr given way to polo, and a strugple for
superiortty between o Trans-Gangetic and a Tirhoot
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leam 18 always viewed with great interest by the
foir lookers on, who behold the contest{ {rom the
top of four-in-hand diags, scated on tandem cars,
or carringes of all kinds,

Being the ball-night, the drive comes to an
carlier conclusion than usual, and at 9 v », the
bugler sounds his horn, giving all notice that in
half an hour dancing will commence At ihis
signal all 1s bustle and haste, those who had for-
gotten that time will fly, rush off' to their tents to
see that they look as charming as possible ; the
““ mashery ” take a self admiring look at themsclves
in the glasy, give their hair 2 touch up and their
moustaches an extra twirl 5 then all star ¢ for thic ball-
room, Carriages airiive—young men rush down
the steps of the ball-room to hand up Mus. , O
help Miss ——- to alight, ¢ 1 hope you have not
forgotten No. 5. “Canyou giveme No 14 7 "'
“] ean ounly give youone extia ! —¢ Thanks ;
shall we say the stpper danee P77 wlile some
naughty one suggests 1 “ Wel ad better sib out that,
dance "~and the band soon stiikes up with o
quadrille |

The ball-room is & most bulliant scene.  Tha
clegant dresses of {he ladies and the vairied and
many-coloted unilorms of the military men, mixed
with the sombre evening diess of the civilians, give
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the nssemblage a gay ancl oau ly appearance. At
midnight the band strikes up “The Roast Beef
of old England,” and at this signal there 14 a preat
rush g about of gentlemen m scareh of the ladies
they are Lo take v to supper  To arvvive at the
sipper-room you po into the verandaly, and ton
sharp half-right, walk down throvgh a passage,
which conncets the ball with the supper room—
passing into the verandah you {ind the doors of
the supper room open to receive you  The happy
couplas lind themselves o alone room.  The supper
stands on a table running up tho centre of the room
which is tastelully decorated with flowers that
have heen sent over from Dankipore, for, 1 some
of the gentlemen attend to the 1acing requirements,
a nunber of the ladwes take a great deal of trouble
in embellishing the ball and supper room. The
ladics all wake seats, while the gentlomien waie on
them. The champagne corks soon begin to pop,
and the knives and {forks (o1attle —gradundly the Jdin
becomes loss, and the erack of a bonbon cosaque
followed by a hitle serewm iclls thad the “ dear
bewitehers” have done supper, and are now about
to go in for o little Ught amusement, The erackors
having come to an end, the hwd'es and their part-
ners make for the ball-room, leaving the supper-

room in posscysion of the “wall flowers.,” Some

woonon f
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of the clder gentlemen look forward Lo this repast
with a good deyl of pleasure.  Many will remem-
ber an old General from Dinupore wlho had to
chaperone some young ladies, and Low lLe used to
make hiwmscll’ comfortable soon after arrival and
a0 off to sleep; but, as punctually as clock-work
he would awanke al ton minntes o twelve, and with
v benign ymile mform his nearcst neig bour that
m ien minutes “ The Roast Beef of old England ™
would sound.

Atter supper people began to leave, and by
9 AM most of the ladies had left  Then the
young men went mn for second supper. By 4 A
the eamp is sfill.  The only noise heard is the
howl of a hungry jackal, mviting his iates 1o
oin humn a feed off some well-piched bones he
has just discovered. I have also heard at early
dawn, the volce of some youth, under the infinence
of love and second supper, warbling m mosl me-
lancholy toney, “ Green leaves eowme again, a8 he
tries to distinguish lus own tent from the many
ofhers ronud hinn  The ness or bye day 1s passcd
playing lawn-tennis, andl at large luncheon parties;
in the afternoon, agawm, all go driving o riding, —~as
there i4 no ball on this evening, tho bund pluys on
the course near the race-stmd; mn the cvening,
cinner pmrtics ;5 and ot half-past 9 voan, the lottery
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bugle sounds, and all those interes.ed in the races
bid their hosts good-night and take themselves off
to the Ordinary, which is held in the supper-room.
There is a ball every race-day, namely, on Tuos-
day, Thursday, and Seturday 3 and (he loiterios
on Monday, Wednesday, and Fruday, On the
Sanday Duvine Serviee is held m ore of the
large shananals, the chaplain from Patna officiat,
mg. LThe racing is generally very good, and
hoises from all parts of India come to compete,
The purses are paid from fands subscribed by
the visitors ; they ave collected thus ¢ On enter.
ing the weighing-yard, which 18 also the lounge
between the events, one of the stewards told off
for the purpose places before you a subsciripiion
book,, when you are expected to enter your name
for as much as you can afford. Of cowwe ng
Iy  pays.  The different Rajihs about give
parges——Durbhungah and Betwah, give a handsome
cup—Li0o be run for, so thai, at a [ull Sonepore, the
prizes ave valuable.  Alag. Sonepore sy a place lor
races and gaiety is fast fading aviy. The large
cumps at which hospiiable residents from BDankipore
entertain their {rionds are also things of the past.
Who can forget the long lines of {ents attached to
M—'"s camp, the hearty greeting to oll old friends
ag they aruved al Soncpore, all the fun that went

1
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on and the trouble their ever kind host and hostess
took to make Wl happy ?

The scroam of the locomotive, as 1t rushes past
on ils way ito the North-West, warns us that
Sonepore is doomed and the end i3 at hand,  The
charm of Sonepore was the large plenic it vepre-
sented 3 that gone, & wvisit 1o Sonepore 1eknlves
itself into o m tter of bustness to purchase horses

or other catile.




CIIAPTER VIIL

LORD MAYO AND TUNG BAIIADOOT A1 SONT'PORD BARL.

GAINING A LA ORILNTAL —GURMAN MISSIONARIES,

I year in which Lord Mayo met Sir Jung
Bahadoor of Nepaul, and some years after
when Lord Northbrook passed thrcugh on his way
up-country, were two of the mosi successful race-
meets Sonepore has on record.

Jung Bahadoor came down: in great state, with
& body-guard of about three hundred men. Ieand
his followers had a large piece of ground under the
shade of mango trees portioned off 1o them, On
the avvival of the Prince of Nepaul hie was meb u
the river Gundok by an A -D -0, n the Viceregal
carvingoe, and conveyed o his camp. A battery ol
royal artillery saluting humashe entered hus encamp-
mend, where he was reeeived by his own body-
guard who presonied arms,

Jung Bahadoor’'s many wives had insiafed on
necompanying him to see and witness the sights and
tha fun, and bathe in the sacred Ganges, There
were over thirty of these pariners of his weal and
woes, and as anch had a retinue of women-~gervanty
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theie was a goodly number i all. Next day T
went and ¢ullad on Sir Jung, and found him look-
ing at Lord Mayo’s jewellery and comparing it with
his own  Lowd Mayo’s were beantifully set, and
shone forth with dagzzlmg resplendency, while Sir
Jung's, representing enotn ous valne, were dnlly
sel, and badly cut Jung Bahadoor was very affable,
and conversed frecly m Hindustani, which he
spoke well 3 he was a little man with a sharp,
restless, and cruel eye  The face was clover but
cunning ; and you might hope in vamn for isercy
if once in his power.

The mormng after his arrival, he and his suite
armved at the race stand on their state elephants,
These anraly were magniftcently caparisoned with
cloths.wof gold and golden howdahs. A Durbar or
reception was held at midday, and all Europeans,
as well as native gentry, invited to attend. Ii
was held 1 o large shamiunalk, ot one end of which
was & ralsed platform wilh two steps up Lo il
There were ihree chuirs of 2old on the dwms
chairs in 10ws down cach side of the shamionals
were placed, the front 10w 1o ona side fov the
members of Sir Jung’y stafl, and, behind them the
native gentry.  On the opposite sida, chairg were
placed for the Luropeans, while up the centre was
a carpeted walk leading {o the duis. Belove mudday
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all the chairs were filled, anc shortly after Lord
Mayo (in court-dress, weariny his star and band
of the Order of the Garte*) walked in. All
roso in token ol respect, and Il Lordship bow-
ing o ench side took his seat in the centre chair
on tho dus; us he did so, o royal salute vollied
forth, and the band of the Kuropean regiment
played ‘God save the Queen. A {few minuies
alter the Vieeroy had taken his scat, a commotion
outside anvounced the arvival of Sir Jung and
suite 3 agnin  the guns boomed, the guard of
honor saluted, and Sir Jung DBahadoor entered,
sparkling with jewels, wearing on Iis head o
golden helmet gtudded with precious stones, and
on top a ruby valued at three lacs of rupees, oub
of which dropped bird of paradise feathers, lle
was met by one of the Secratarics, while his son
or brother was taken in hand by another  These
Secretavies, taking them by the hand walked them
haell way up the passage where officials of higher
standing met them and conducied them to the
foot of the dais. Lord Mayo descending one sfep,
offered Sir Jung his rght, and the other lus
left hand, and secated them-on cith®r side of himn
The other members of lig swte had been placad
meanwhile, by the junior sceratavieg, in the [ront
row chairs kept for them. The Governor-Generul,
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afler exchaning a (ow words wi h the Nepaulese
Maonaty, desited to be introd wead by the members
of his snite; on this the Seeretwy homde T them
up one by ong, another man calling out thow
names.  Lowd Mayo shook Tands with sone,
bowed Lo pthars, and they pissed on and rescatbed
thomselves  Alter thiy, Covornment-house  ner-
vants, Jressed in red and eold, apponred with
lavee tiays ol pan, o leal mowhich 1 ineloscd
spicey, beteln i, and a mixture ol lime and cnte-
chu. ‘the pdn was made up mbo little cockod.-
hat shapes, held {ogether with o single clove,
and beaulified by a covering ol silver paper, A
Scere my wend ro mnd with the al ur-holder and
sprinkled = little on cacl of the suite,  Sir Jung
andd his brother had been wpecidly served,  Aftor
sitting the time rvequired by Duvbar eliguette,
Sir June according (o the custom of Oricntaly,
asked 1o be allowed to bike Tis depairiure, which
being pranted, hu rose tH lenve, all the specintors
tising wb the sume tume. The heeretary agmu
handed them down, one man going to a certain,
gpol anc making them over to Juniors, 111l they
yeached  their® econveyance, when the guard of
honor agnin salufed  The Dbig gung boomed and
o Jung retuened to his camp,  Lovd Mayo sat
a shoil e alter dir Jung had  retired, then
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r'sing, walked down ihe passnge the spectators
visine, Ao soon as His T.orslny wag out of the
stanianalk, the wmd ence d'sparsud, That alternoon
the howse avbillery {from Dinapote were 1o exhilng
their skill with thewr brecch loadmg Aimsirongd
auns to the Nepaulese Peiee and Generals,  Thete
wis ol courde a greal crowd to see the peiform-
ance 1n which Sir Jung took the greatest mterest,
The practice both with shot and shell was veory
pood. When the twing had stopped, S Jung
examined and admired the light cannons; he
then gave a general invi tion 1o all, to come
and witness o oveview ol his {rvops, next day.
That evening Sw Junr appeared with some of
his stafl at the ball ; they were all most gorgeously
dressod,  Orientds do not understand ladics and
genbtlemen dancing togetheor,  They think it 1 o
uscless exercise  Thar idea of the right thing
is that the young lady shonld dance and the
lords of ereation aduive.  Several of the ludies
wend to o enll on the lLadwes Jung  Bahudoor,
They were uslcved in by the husband, and
were teeeived by the principal and the youngest
of the Ranees, One® ol the ladies wlho called,
described themy as checelt 1, rather nice-looking
women, with stiong Mongolian feabnies,” and fawr
for Oriatuls,
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The Rances on pumrting with their visiiors pre-
senled cacl with a pieee of jewellery, the valne
being suifed to the rank ol the lwdy s husbwmd,

Noxtafternoon the Nopanlese troops were pa aded,
They were a fing boc y ol Iittle Goorkahs, with legs
that no Mgl luder necd be ashamed of.  As they
snarched past, their band struck wp ¢ dShonld
anld acquaintance,”  They had evidently learned
. thawr drdl {rom some old Ifrench ollicer, for when
they went at the double, they kept time 1o the
tap of the dram which beat the “ pas de charge ”

The last and most amusing cvelution was
the Dbayonet exoveise, quick time, The band
struck up ¢ Pop Goes the Weasel,” and the fixed
bayonets worked wp and down, here and there,
in exact {ime {o that well-known old tune.  Not
nany of these gallant little fellows cver saw
Nepaul again 3 for cholera broke ont in their cninp
pext duy, tnd thougn they weore hurrvied ofl’ ab
once, the fatal disense mnever lelt them. One
thing o Nopaulese Goovkall fears gieatly is o
little soap and water, and fo this averson, T
put down the atlack of chalera that proved so
fatal 1o the Tittle foree that visited wus on this
occasion,  I'here were several fine elephants among,
those thit came down with the Nepaul retinue.
Wlhile they weie at Souepore, one of the elophants
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brought to the fair for sale, went mad, and break-
ing loose, did great mischief, and people were
. in danger of their lives. Sir Jung hearing tlus,
sent one of his hunting elephanis afier hun ; he
came up to the savage beast on a sandbank near
the river opposite, and at ovece charged. ITis
Sonepore opponent, put down his head, and rushed
to meet him. With a terrible shock they met. both
seemed to stagger for a minute, wnd then the mad
one tuined tail and bolted, pmisucd by the other.
The chase was not a long one, for Sir Jung’s
tasker gained on the other fast, and as he wasv”
descending to a lower part of the bank, caught him
in the rear with such force that he drove him
head foremost into the sand, where the now very
much-tamed elephant lay, recetving a dig in the
ribs now eand then from his stronger brother.
The Sonepore elephanti having hauled down s
colours, hig malout or diiver mounied on hs neek,
and, ofl' he marched, looking as sheepish and cowed
as an elehpant possibly could look, Lord Mayo's
year will be long remembered by those who were
present al Soncpore. The Vieeroys kind and
affable manner to Huropeans and natives of every
class endeared him 1o all. T shall nover forgat
the dehght of o Ilindu merchant iom Cawnpore,
who walked up to Lord Mayoe ashe waspromenading
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the weighing enclosure, and made him a low
sadaam ; s Lordship held out hus hand to hin,
and, afler shaking hands, inquired in Lnglish ol
about him. The mwn, understanding a little ol
what was said, teplied by signg and wword or fwo.
When e marvched ont of the enclosure, he way
at least six inches taller ; and one of the siewards
tuﬁhmi_;j advanbage of Tr s olwed stute prosented the
subscription book to hum, and extracted a hundred
rupees {owards the race-lund. To this day the
native merchant talks of the time when the Juwira
Lat Salnb (the big Lord Sahib)came Lo Sonepore.
Lord Mayo was & good horsemian, and delighted *
ina smart, canter round the race-course,  Allov
the races weie over, he nsed (o mount hus big liish
hunter, and go at 2 ratiling pace, his aide-de-camp
flymg after him, Our great sporisman and rider
Mr, John, one mormag eave 1lis Loidship a speei-
ien of good wmding, 1le mounied a pony called
ezique, one of thie most difficult animaly imagi-
ble 1o sil—o ride an eely if you can [aney i,
ould hwe been easier. The Iittle boast would
t forward, stop suddenly, letting hor hend con
ently Dol down, so that there should be no-
' to hold on 1o in case you were inclined to
rer her head ; to aceelerate your departuie
ould give a nice hitle kick up behind 5 fail-
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ing to dislodge her rider, she would suddenly spring
to the right, then to the left. She scemed con-
valsed all over ag if the saddle and rider tickled
her into museular contottions, hut it was no use,
‘Junmy stuck to her like wax 3 suddenly a brght
idea seemed 1o scize the little vixen, for she made
a dart to where some branchzs of a mango irce
came low down to the ground, md belore her rider
could evade them, a branch had caught him by
the neck and swept him over her taill. Waving a
parting farcivell with her heels, which passed un-
commonly near the rider’s head, the young lady
oracefully vetired to her stable. It was not long
after Ilis Lordship’s visit to Sonepore that, while at
{he Andaman Islands he was cruelly murdered by
o {anatical prisoner, Indin, Notive and European,
rich and poor, mourned for this great and noble
statesiman.  Somowhere aboul 1873, Lord North-
brook paid a visit to Sonepore, where he held
“ Durhar.”  Ilis visit, however, was only a casual
one, and the durbar was not as, grand as it shonld
hwe been.  Iis Lotdship mada up lor it by giving
a ball ol the race-stand ball-voom. Nverything
camnc {rom Calentta by rail, and the whole thing
was o most brilliant success  The supper was
o chef-d'wuvre. The long {able, in the suppor-
room was replaced by numcercus swall talles, on
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each of which was seived a pevliet Petit Soupar,
The * fiz"” was good and all ¢ gteed in pronouncing
1hs Excelleney 8 ball the best and most enjoyable
they had been to for many a day.

I will now take my rvewler round the Sonepore
Fare,  To do tlus cflictently you must scenire some
of the Governuwent Commissariat elephants or hor-
10w some stcady oncs from the Durbungal or
Beteah Rajah.  Young cephants are hlf<trained
and dangerous, and become quite excited by the
noise and turmoil of the fair.

A very serious accident nearly took place on one
occasion when some young ladics were procecding
on elephants to sce the Native fair.  The clephant
on. which ore¢ of the ladies was to mount was
ordered to knecl down.  The animal obeyed the
order, but belore the fair vider was scitlud on the
pad, the timid monster jumped up, and ihe young
lady was left for & time m mud airv, for her cavalier
who had mounted first held on to her manfully, but
al lagt had Lo let go, and she {oll ab the et of the
lot of elephants that were waiting fov the rest of
the party. A gentleman, who was looking on,
rushed in and dragged hor out of dangor.

Having mownfed our steady old clephants, we
stort in Indjan file down the main road, passing
through the centre of the cncampment  Trom



RIMINISOLNCES O BI'MIAR 95

onr high position we can sce the cunp to great
advantage. Fach set of tents has a diive marked
out among the tices, and on a board hung on
o convenient branch, (he name of the [Tost
or Ilostess—* Mrs Ieed-em-well’s Comp, ” Mr.
Sioke and-Peg’s Camp,” ¢ The Tirhoot Busiers, ”
and so on  As you reach what may be called the
east end, the camps get smaller and less preten-
tious. Vassing these, you come to tents got up
as shops, m which all kinds of European toys,
grocelies, brandy, beer, soda-water, &e., ave sold ;
beyond, carpenters from Dinapore and Patna ex-
posc for sale chairs, beds, tables, and every article
of furmture ; while coach builders offer dog-carts,
carriages, and conveyances of all k nds and sizes
to intending purchasers. Ileve the ients end, and
the Thorse-fair beging; numbers of screaming
kicking ponies arc being ridden up and down the
broad road that leads you to the leiry the riders
going as il their lives depended on the pace.
Tethered under the trees on either smde ol the
road, ave the bigwer horses of every clasy and de-
nowmmation * LLt us 2o and sce what wonderful
animal 18 pieketied undw that small shamianah.
Thete stands a tall white horge with pink cyes and
nose, and a wonderful mane and tail dyed oll the
colours of the rnnbow.
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e has a head-sitll worked w'th gold thread,
and on his legs gold bangles, while roand his
neck hangs a number of amall lockets of silver
containing chuums 2wl verses from the Koran.
We inguire out of cuntostty, what priee i3 asked
lor thiy lhorse  The owner, <n up-cou iy man,
willt vather a swagocr, inloims us that the price 1s
ene lae of rupees, and thd he 1s 2 horse meant {or
a Rajah to buy  Nothing dvinted by the rebufl,
we inquire what are the pecualiavities in the animal
to make him sc valuable, and are told that he has
all that iy vequued by o native horse-fancier, that
1g, the hair on us {orchead cuilg the proper way,
and that behind the cws, 1w the prooer tws,
The Deast iy aclually vilwless (o an Luropean,
eye ; hishoeks we s big as your hoewd, and he
has splints and 1ing bones on Ir's forelcgs,  Well
reined up with a sharp bit, e will be considered
magnifieent by the nwes, espeeilly at o wedding
procession.  ‘Fhere he w 1l he mounted by o native
nrolessional 1ider, who will send him tlong 4t &
furions pace, then st ddenly pull him up dead on
his haunches, wheel ot |, awl votite tn the sume
way, then stop, and brrdhug the horse sharp up,
make ham perform a knd of pes, which would
be called Dy o soldicr “marking time”  To this is
somelimes added the {iring off' of match-locks and
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other Cirens performances.  With this kind of
handl ng before many years are over, the poor
bruic has not a leg to stand on, and his mouth 18
as hard as iron When he has reached this state, he
reverls Lo the lowly position of v teekah-gharm ie
(lLured carriage) horse, where he gets the most hum-
ble of {are and plenty of whip-cord, and finally dies
broken-hewted.

As we strike the Chupprah road we turn to the
left and pass to our right the Camel fair,  Af this
point two roads cross, and the crowd is very great.
ere you find the Geiman Missionaries hard at
their good work. Recogmzing one of them, we
inquire after s health and that of his wife, to
which he rephes, “ I am well, good, Sir; but
my wife, poor fellow, is very sick.” We express
sorrow ; and he goes on with his exhortation. The
way those hard-workmg men have mastered 1he
Ilindustani langnage is wonderful,  There are
fow Natives who have the lucility of speech, ov
can speak what s ealled Urdu,~ the languago
spoken i polile native society—as they do.  These
men ave indehgable in their work, They will
stand {or hours in the sun and dust, expound-
ing the seripinres or arguing points of religion
with some Moslem or Jlimdu. 1he Missionary

always gets the best, of the argument as he hus
W, I & T
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studied the Koran and Shashters thoroughly, and
actually can quote passages from both, that the
follower of the Prophet or the believer in Ram
never heard of. It is difficult to understand how
these most zealous workers manage fo cxist.
They are all matricd and have families, The
miserable pittance doled outl to them with great
irregularity by the Soc'ety in Germany barcly
pays for the most meagre food. Residents of the
disirict about subscrnbe to the Mission ; but this
money is devoted to the feeding, clothing, and
instructing of the converts. I fear that, aftor all,
not much good is done. The converts, with one
o1 1wo exceplions, twin out badly 5 and it would
seern. as if the stoiy in the old Dl Sketch
Book had a great deal of truth in it. When the
Protestant M ssionary calls on a man to become a
convert and Join his church, the man replics:
“ ROH’IHH Cnt‘mlic piuhi ]m.y ﬂfwrup{m Jl'{'t_'u FUI'
gonvert 3 what Muossa give?”  We mnst leave oy
old friend, the Missionary, to preach and proceed on
our tour. As the camel fae 1y poor and the
animas neither beautiful to behold, nor pleasant;
to the nose, we leave them to thamselves and moke
for the lnrge clump of treey near the viver.  llere
we find the clephant faiv,  Somo of these animale
are magnificent and stallly specimens, wlule others
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are poor, under-fed, and under-sized brutes. There
yvou sce a dear little baby clephant little more
than a day old. The old mother, rather grumpy
a the erowd monopolizing so much of the young-
ster’s altention, grunts and grumbles, giving an
oceasional little trwmpet as 1if & warning of danger,
when master elephant rushes under his mother
for protection. Elephants are certainly curious
animals, and most amusing to watch. You will
see a little boy of five or six years old ordering
about a huge monster who is as obedient as any
school-boy. In another place the makout, bemng of
a musical {1rrn, amuses himsell by singing, and at
a cortain pa b of the reflrain the elephant joing in
with a kin | of squeak. I have seen elephonts
taught to dance and keep capital time. The
mahout had o lot of small bells, like those used
by dancing girls, on the elephant’s feet ; he then
began to play on a small drum, singing at the same
{ime, wlien the elephant commenced to hop about
in the most ludicrous way. [Passing through
tlie trees, we come on the river Guanduk, where
you sce numbers of olephants having their morns-
ing bath, They look like grent cluldren being
washed. Lying down in the water they first turn
over on one side and are wall scrubbed with a
piece of hard bmek; they then roll over 1o

i
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the other side. When thoroughly scerubbed and
cleancd, the driver mounts on thewr neck, and they
procecd to the sugar-cane matket, where a bundle
is purchased. The the clephant rascs to lus
mahout who places 1t on the paud, and away they
oo home, when the clephant has a breakiast oll
the canc. which he scemy to enjoy very much.
The nexe place 1s the wunt fair, this we pass
¢ uickly through, as there 1s not much {o be seen.
1 rom this we make fo1 the bied fair.  To do so we
lave to pass throigh lanes of native eating and
sweetment shops, I cannot say the d shes look
tempting, while the sme ] of bad ghee makes you
wish you had put a httle extra cau-de cologne
on your hand<etcluef before you left your tent.
However Sonepoie, | ke Christinas, only comes onee
n year, and miny people sce it but ouce in a hife-
time.  We soon reach the bard  fair which is not
muach. There are bwwds of all kinds  Indan,
fore gn, aud often parforming ones  The cm hare,
from the serccching of the d flevent specics, 18 ovors
powering, w0 we move on and make {or the
b sar, which wil be fornd ¢ ose Lo the Lomple
where the people bring thair offerings {0 the rul.
ing Il ndu God of the place.  DPassing on, you
find yowsdf i o slicet with canvas shops on
either sude, where you can buy almost anything —
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coods from Manchesier, DBirmingham, Delhi,
Gawnpore, Lucknow, the Punjab, Cashmere, or
Afghamstan, and you can often pick up rather
neatl Indian-made curios at a reasonable price,  The
stroet turns 1o the right, and you agnit find o lot
of sweetmeat shops. Glhee predominates here too ;
and a shorl visit is considered advisable. We pro-
ceed lo the temple, of which, not much more than
the outside walls of a rather clumsily-built mass
of brick and mortar is to be scen. The door-way
ig crowded with religions mendicants of all kinds.
Some sitting, some ercel, with one hand well
raiscd above the head and a finger rigidly point-
ing heavenwards, The arm is withered, and the
finger nals are more like the claws of a wild beast
than that of a haman bang  Another is sitting
cross-leeged, and his bones and muscles have
sel. and stifftned into the one position, out of
which he has no power {o move. Another iy
builed hoad downwards, up to the waist, two
bataboo tubes are tnserted inlo Tug nostrils through
which he bresthes, In fact, so many hideous
sights meet the eye, thatl the makouts arve ordered
to turn the elephwts homewnrls, and, passing
throueh another corner of the horse fan, we strike
the Chupprah roud near the big well that supphies
most of the Soncpore visitors with water, then,

£
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turning to the lefl, up ther10:d Maharaj Sing's
cncampment of Kabul horses comes m sipht,  This
class of horse being cheap, strong, and hardy, is
generally purchased for the use of Ind’go Plantord’
Assistants,  As Lhave been asked to purchase oncor
bwo for friends, I proceed {o bt y one,  Thiking alook
along the lwo lines of Kabuls, I pick out a fow
that look ke the kind wanted  OLl Muharaj
Sing, the herse-dealer, has boen wateh ng as 2 cat
does & rat, to see if he can make out by my
face the one I particularly fancy, then throwing
the rude rcins (made of picces of rope) over the
head of the horse I pick out, he jimps on and
away as hard ay the beast can go 5 he then trots
back, and alterwards walks the animal to allow
of my judgng if he is all vight onhis pimy ;
I then examine him, and, ag he scoms 10 be
all vight, thr ilpporiant grnest’on - ¢ What (o you
want for him ?7 is put. Perlectly amazed, the
hotse-dealer puts himself into a pos'tion of sup.
prise 1 Whal, sir, you who have bought
hundreds of horses from mo have {o ask the price
of that splendid horse, which ig almost an Avab,
up to greab weight, goes like the wind, and for
whom 'l refused Re, 500 ab Cawnpore 1

Thiy last statement js hke a hint. So my
move 1y to walk away. Mahwraj Sing follows and
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co ning up inquires: “Don’t you want the horse?”
‘“ Yes; but not at the price you name.” ¢ Well
ho has cost me a lot to feed ; I was a fool not to
soll him at Cawnpore, and I don’t want to take him,
back, What will you give for him ? 7 ¢ Ra. 150,” 18
theroply. ““ What! Rs, 150 for that horse? You're
joking with me 1" This kind of thing goes on for
gome time till 1 see he is inclined to accept my
pice, when I slip a rupee as earnest-money
into his hand, and the bargain is clinched. If]
however, he does not give way, and 1 want
the horse, T advance, say Rs, 25, and gener-
ally ond n seeuring the animal,

some of the old hands, and large buyers nnder-
stand the way to bargam ¢ id o12enial, which 1s teking
the dealer’s hands in yours, a blanket is placed over
them, then you begin operations  The joints of the
different, fingers represent somuch money. The pur-
chaser, say, presses the two fivst joints of the fore-
[inger of the right hand, that means Rs. 200,  The
vendor in reply squeezes the same, but also pinches
the first joint of the intending purchaser’s next
finger, meaning Re, 250, and so on, A bargain is
very quickly struck in thig way, and as secrecy is
considered  the mght thing, the dealer moy sell
wueh below what he agks, and no one but the
purch wer be the wiser, 'We have now been all
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over the [pir's so teking the race-conrse where it
akirts the camp as our way homo, we rench i,
feehng very much dislocated afltor some four hours
on a rongh elephant ; however, onee in a way it 1y
well worth the trouble, and young people enjoy
the fun and novelty of the thing. At Tast the end
has come.  The finnl dance has taken place, and
all that remains to be done 1s to scttle  the Iadiey,
their tansamohs’ lls—and the gentlomen, their
lottery and race ncconnty. At mid-day tho settly
bugle sounds to give notice, and shortly after
nen, follawed by thew servants beaving bags of
money, walk towards the supper-room wherve the
sebtling comes off. At the head of the 1able, the
Sceretary sits with hus books wnd lottery papers,
s only of late years ; tor formerly every one had
to make up and collest his own aceount which th
Sceretary now  does, and deducts 5 oper cent
frome your winnings f{or the {rouble which does
not benefit him, for his labour iy thai of love,
and the 5 per cont is erediled to the Race Fund
A Sonepore Race Seere aiy mus be o perfocl
“Job,” Ile has to attend to everything ; and if
anything 18 wanted {rom anelephant to » ten-penny
natl, he must supply i, or meet the great displeasure
of the clatmant. Settling under the new system
18 child’s play to the old, und it is all over
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ten mmuios,  Years ago, before the sépoys had
taned e/ haram, o lob of young subs, attach-
od to one of the Native Infautry Regiments at
Dinapore, pub their savings tozether and came to
Sonepore dotermined 4o win o fortune  Thow
seb(ling kept them ot work {rom early morn il
sunsed and when, affer paying out and receiving
soveral thonswd  rupees, they balanced their ne-
connfd they (ound one rupee to the profit eide,
which they dividad a their winnings among them.,
As you leave the settling-voom, you nolice that
tants ave fast lalling and carr'ages  and doy-curts,
(ull of passengers, ave leaving : ag thoy pass you grve
(hew « feeewell cheor.

The unfottanato ones who have to remain be.
hind ou that day could oxpress thew foclings in

Moora’s wouds ¢

e foye ] o ony who licnds nlor o
ooy banged §ndll Pwntod
Whot gl st flel w o so galanda doad
And wtl but ha dapeoied,

The phwee ds soon o doserl, strewn with s v,
broken plates, poty, and dishes, and emioty beer
and champagne bottles, whieh always denote, in
Indis, the place where the Briton has {easted.



CIHAPTER 1X.

MY OHRISIMAS PARTY Al KU INOUI  WITLD BUTTATONS.~
SHOO MNG AN ATLIGATOR VISIL O1 MY BROIT LR (L)
THD MANAG MLNDI O DOOM AN MY AYSI8 ANI KTLPS
SNAKLS AS PLLIS—RUVIVAL OF HHE MOAULL L :PORE RAC
ML

S I now held the dignified position of Sub-

xdd manager of Kurnoul, and C G- (whose

Christias party at Dooriah [ have deseribed) huv-

ing gonc to Calenita on his way for a sea-trip, 1 de-

termuned to give & small Cliristmas party.  [Having
igsued my invitations and statcd that we were to
pass o 1w time in shooting, I had to find out where
sport could be got. So, sununoning a couple of
shwrp men, I sanb them ofl to seek.,  The evening
before my guests were expected, one of the men
came 1 end fold me he had found o place simply
swarming with game, and insisted on my going o
judge for mysell.  Ag the shooiling ground was
not very d start, I ordered an elephani I had the
loan of to be sent on ehead, and, 1n hall an hour, fol-
lowed in my dcg-cnab, and mouniing the clephant,
procecded to look round. T found the rvoport as

to quantity of game in no way oxaggerated 3 the
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hares sere running about like rablats in a warien,
and quail and partridge secemed to swarm. [ dud not
take ont my gun, as I was afrard [ might be tempt-
«l Lo fire, s0 I at once returned home quite pleased
at the prospect of giving my f{riends such grond
sport.  They arrived at last, and, emly on Christ-
mnas morning 1852, we staited for the shooling
around, Ilere we found our clephants and beaters
formed line and advanced, Qur day’s sport proved
very successful as we shot forty three hares, twelve
brace of pariridge, and several couple of quail,
also a fow pigs. As we were proceeding toward
the spot, where breakfast was spread, and when we
loast expected to sce anything whal was our
aslonishinent when up jumped a fine spotied deer
and bounded away. Quly one shot was fired at
him 3 but it did not take effect  We were much
disgusted at losing so fine a supply of venison.
Breakfast m the open air on a cool fine December
day in India is always a cheerful menl.  We were
all hung ry alter our exercise, and every one scemed
quile satsfied will himself and the world at large.
Tho villagers flocked 1ound us to look at the
sahilis {eeding, o pieee ol curiosity which we
did not appreciste, so we askad them {o move
(urther away ; this they did, but as soon as our
attention was divectéd to our food, they agam
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oradually drew nearver wd nearer. The place whete
our brouklt sl was laid wag a elent space, while all
round was o kind of scrub jungle. Thare were
foot paths leading to the cleaved paich, by which
our admiring o 1-lookery had come.  One of our
party hit on & capilal plan to keop thaw bk he
cut some cold beef, pul it on as many philes as
there ware paths, tnen requested die crowd {o
retive,  When they had reached o vrespeett ble dis-
tance, he placed a plate of beel on cach puth, and
having informed 1he spectators of the contents,
returned {o finish his meal 1 peace.  This plan
was most suecess{ul, and the plates ol beel were as
good ag sentrics wi h fixed bayonets,

After breakfist we mounted again, and were
jusi staifmg when o little boy, o cowherd, eame
ranning up to tell us that two wild buftaloey werce
in a bip grass close by, and that they were very
troublesome, coming out and attacking ihe tam
ones grasing under his cove, Thiswas grand news g
we all loaded with ball, and before long mrvived at
some very heavy grass,  Wao were afteid it was too
thick to beat thrt gl bhub deter mmed to vy, Our
petsavcrance wus rewardod, for, as we ncared the
contre ol the grags, il got thunner, and was nol go
high  dust then a shot fired 1o (he rvight told
us the game was aloot, and soon the banging




RLMINISCIINCLE O BTIIAR 109

became general, At last one of the butfalocs, badly
wounded tried to swim the river — the Big Gunduk
—but before he had gone filty yards, his heart {niled
him, lle just managed to reac: the bank when
he turned over dead, and would have been earried
away by {he strcam, had not one of the sportsmen,
who was much excited jumped from his elephant
mghy inw the water, and holding on by the dead
ammal’s tail, drageed hun triomphantly to shore.
IIe proved to be a fme young bull, in cepital con-
dition, with o fair par of horns.  IHaving dvagged
him well away fromm the water, we stwied in pur-
suit of the other, 1le proved to be morc savage,
and if he had not speedily reccived his quetus,
would have done mischief among the beaters  He
also was & young buil, ‘They hwd evidently been
driven out of the wild herds 1o be found in the
jungles above Bettiah, by some of their more
power{ul brethren. 'The low-caste coolies had u
arand fenst of buffalo meat. Tt was a case of
‘et and come again,”’ for 1t lasted several days.
[ had the hide careful y taken off and tanned, and
found the leather made splendid traces.  The two
heady adorned the Kurnoul bungilow for many a
day. Ouar sport on the day after Chistmas was
not 8o good ; but we woere rewarded for our pati-
ence by o big bag m the shapo of o man-enting
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allipator. We werc makimg towards our dog-carls
and horses when an old lhndu wonn came run-
ning out of a village very much excited, calling
ont that {hers was o big, alligntor on o sand bank
noar at hand and that he liad earried ofl several
heads of eattle, and muny men and children,  We
immediely dsmountul, and taking otr guns
Ioﬂ,ded wr‘th b l]]., ;L{].V Lll{}ﬂ{]. G!llltiOll‘&lV Lo ”1(} }]lup{:
indicated by the ancient dame. There lay & re-
gular monster, basking in the evening sun  The
order was whispered for all to take an aim, and
al the word fire * to pull trigger together.,”  This
was cartied out, and the guns went off' ay one shot
The monsier seemed {o struggle for o second, thon
gtrilng 1he sand with hig tul once or twice,
plided mto the waler  We were much disnppoinis
ed at secing him disappear; however the old
woman told us that it was very shallow just there,
g0 we called o boy we saw some distance ofl,
and asked him to step into the waler, and look
it he could see wythin,. Thinking th we had
shot gome bitd or sinall game, the youngster ab
once stepped info the pool, but had barely gone
a couple of sieps, when, with o yell of terror, he
yushed out, calling out a8 natives generally do:
“ Buap, 1e, bap 17" (lather, oh, father ). When he
had 1un somne distance and stopped, we uscerlained

L
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from him that the animal was lying at the bottom
of the pool ; but he could not say il he was dead
or not. With some difficulty we procured a small
bout, and crossed a stream that ran belween us and
our alligator We then offered a reward to any
one who would go into the water and find out, A
plucky gowalle (cowherd) at onee volunieered,
mutched into the water, sewed ‘he beust by the
tml and began pulling at him., 'The minute the
other natives, who had gathered round to look at
what was going on, saw the alligator made no re-
gistance, they all joined, and he was soon landed
on the sand bank, HHe seemed qute dead, but
to make sure, we thoughi we would put another
bullet into him. Luockily all were told to stand
clear, when the man who was {0 fire the final shot
advanced. As beliind the shoulder was consider-
ed the moy! deadly shot, hie aimed there and fred
To every one's asponishment, the Deast gave one
tremendous lash with his taul, which wouald have
broken any one’s leg had they been in the way,
and {urned over on its back quite dead, It mea-
sured 19 {eet in length, and it was as much as
two bullock-earts could do to carry, and foun
bullocks to drag it, some five milcs to the factory.
The skull was o very good specimen and the teeth
pericet, We found nothing of the men and chuldren,
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reported t0 have been eaten, inside it, although
often bangles and jewellery are o be found if an

alligator has lately fed on & [Tindu boy or girl,
who have always 8ome small ornament of value

on them. This 18 the only man-eater 1 have
ever shot, though many fish-eaters have falien
to my gun, oue fully as long but not such &

fopmidable-looking beast, as the man-eater. They
are known amongst Buropeans as lhe t snub-
nosed and long-nosed.” The natives called the

former boch an: the latter go oY qurrict. What,
with the two wild buffaloes and the big alli-

gator my frst Christmas party was o auceess.
One of my guests Wwas 2 Frenchman called Ver:

pleough he was up to all kinds of tricks, so some
of the men detsrmined to play off a trick on him.
They got pie-cish, and taking the pastry cower
off, sent down. 10 the river for a few frogs whichthey
placed in the dish, covering it with the pastry top.
The pie al dinper Was set before © mossoo,” who
was full of hle, chattermg away. The pie no
sooner placed before him, than he at once offered
to help one ot his neaghbours. Cutlinga big trian-
gular piece he nserted the spoon, when out jumped
the frogs right into his lap. With a yell of horror
the Frenchman threw himeelf back, lost his balance

and 4ell on the fluor, carrying with him his right-




BLAMINISCLNOLS O BTITAR 113

hand neighbour, It took some time for the gallant
Gaul {o recover his nerve, and during the rest
of the dinner he eyed cvery covered dish with gug-
picton. dJokes of this knd wete common in the
district in those days; bui men weie moe like
schoolboys when they got out for a holhday, and
the soltening and polishing influence exercised over
the rougher half of society had not had time to
act.  Though several ladies were to be found in
the District, they were yel few and far between,
and could be counted on your fingers. We all
went on to Doorvinh to spend New Year's day
with A, JI— who was the assistant there. We shot
down {he daubs (low lands) fiom RKwmoul to
Dooriah, but did not meke much of a bag. Ilow-
ever, we spent a very enjoyable day; and on the
morning of the 2nd of January, the party broke up.

I returned to Kurnoul where Lhad plenty to do,
for L had to altend to the Doomah work as well,
[ passed two very happy years ab Kwmmoul, My
youngest brother from the Mauritius paid me o
visil while T was there.  Ile did not give me much
nolice, as 1 only veceived his lotter to say he was
comning two days before he humsell arrived at my
bouse, so I suppose the ship he came by carried
both him and his letter, I had left hum quite » litile

{ctow, and, when something over six feet two inches
W., It U, 5

iy T
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uncoiled itself out of the palkee, I was quite taken
aback. It was a great pleasure after so many years
to see one’s own kith and kin again, and we sat and
talked of all the near and dear ones till nearly day-
break. Helhadhad a dreadful journey of it. Men
in Caleutta in those days knew very little as to
how upeountry districts were to be reached. The
people, my brother was consigned to, had started
him off m a paliee, by what is called a Govern-
ment dik, that i3, thé postmaster arranges for a
change of bearers every so many miles, and they
carry you, by stages, to your destination. For
this uncomfortable mode of {ransit. he had to
pay Rs. 300, and bhay a palkee, which cost
him Rs. 50 more. If proper ingmry had been
made, bhe could have come by horse-dik, that
is, in a palanquin carriage drawn by ponies,
for Re. 64. However, he was started off by
this antediluvian style of travelling. All went
well for the first twvo days and mghts, but, on the
evening of the drd, when he was boping he was
nearing the end of his journey, his bearers put
down his palkee and bolied. Having heard of
snakes and tigers, and the spot being a very
jungly onz, he drew his hunting-kaife, the only
weapon he possessed, and mounting on the top of .
his conveyance, detetmined 1o sell his life dearly.
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on the slightest provocation. The driver, trust-
ing to fate, drove on ; and, as he took them safely
into Sherghatty by nex morning, they formed 2
move favourable opinion of him, and took off the
sentry. At Sherghatty; my brother left the light-
hearted young subs, who proceeded on ther
journey. 1z s kindly and most hospitably
treated by an old colonel residing at Sherghatty,
who get bhan 2 fresh met of bearers and anothev
palkee, and sent him on to Mozufferpore. Here
he stopped ab the clab, wiich he took for av hotel,
and very much offended the doctor (a pompons
iittle man who lived at the club) by asking him for
his bill. Trom \lozufferpore he came 10 Kurnoul.
From Kurnoul 1 was promoted t0 the charge of
Poopres ond Doomrah, I had had charge of the
former for a shovt time hefore, and had to look
~fter the work there, a8 well as at Kurnoul, and, as
T pot no extra pay, found it hard work. I was
relieved of the charge of Jurnoul by my successor,
A. Inghs, and went t0 Poopree in 1853-54. T had
to supermtend Doomrah, for which 1 got no pay;
but received 5 per cent. commission on the pro-
fits. Thesz profits were enleulated in a peculiar
manner ; thus, the Indigo was priced at Rs. 120
per maund, then as many maunds were deduct-
ed from the total Indigo made at Rs. 120, a8
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would cover the outlay, and on every maund
over and above that you received Rs, § per
mannd  This was a very poor s vle of commis-
*31()11 compared with how it is ealenlated now. 1
WS very successful ibat season, wmaking one
thonsand maundsy 4t the two placua on an (}utlu}r
of Rs. 74,000 or thereabouts, and received the large
sum of Re. 1,800 as commission, At the end of
1854, the Tirhoot Indigo Association gave me the
option of managing Poopree or Doomralt | and as
the latier was the more cheerful of the two, 1 went
there—d. C. Muir relieving me at Poopree, When
1 had charge of the two concerns, I had an Assis-
tant ot Bungong, an out factory attached 1o Poop-
rec, and another af Doomrah. Thelatter was a greal
man for teaimng animals of all kinds 1 gave
him a young bear I had canght while out tiger-
shooting about this time. In & few woeks le
taught it to danee, wrestle with him, and if you
pmnted a slick at it, and made a noise nitaling
a gun, he would full down and sham dead,

While quite young, he was {ame enoungh ; bt
gol, vary savage as he grew older, and had to be
grven away (o some perfovming Nualls (gipsies) My
Assistant used also (0 amnuse himsell 1 catching
snoakes, and the maogl vicious cobra had no chance
with lim., These repliles scemed to know he was
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their master, and would turn tail and bolt the
minute he attacked them  IIis mode of procedure
was this 1 Asg soon as they turned to go off, he
seized the snake by the tail, and whirled it once
or twice round his head, to stupefy 1t ; then letting
its head hang, he would impart o tremulous motion
into the snake by shaking his arm as if he was
suffering from ague. This seemed to have a para-
lyzing eflect. lle then let its head drop on the
ground, and with a forked stick, pressed on the
back of its neck. This made the snake open its
mouth, when he inserted a piece of cork between
the jaws, and with a bent needle extracted the
poison bag., This done, the veptile was harmless ;
and he would keep them as pets. I must say I
objected to them, with or without poison bags ; and
whenever I saw one of these objectionable pets, I
knocked it on the head.

In January 1854, the Mozufferpore race meet
was again set afoot. This had died a natural
death. Some years before, partly on account of
the heavy losses sustained by proprietors in sugar,
and partly by a bad feeling that existed belween
the planting and civihan community. Lord Ulick
Browne and A. R— who had been appointed as
Magistrates to the district, were determined to try
and remedy this unfortunate slate of affnirs, and
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notice was sent round that there would be sky
races, ansd that the Station would give a ball
{o whichh all Planters, their wives and families
wore to be invited. Not to be ountdone, some
ony, young, bacliclor Planters announced their
determination 1o give a return ball to the Station,
and this was followed up by o dance subscribed
for hy overy one, Tt was one oft he jolheal moeets
1 htwe ever been at The sky races were great fun
the hoises entered being mostly our own riding
and driving nags,  In onecase, a mare taken ount of
a dog cart and then and there saddled, won a hand-
some silver tankard presented by I, D— Magstrate,
then at Bubaira, The pony race, where * Jack,”
‘“ Jundb-i-AlL” and  “ Kigs-me Quick,” vied for
honours, and the grand fimish for the Galloway
Puise, where “ Indigo,” ¢ Diamond,” and * Choco-
Iate,” piloted by such eracks as Simmy, Ulck B,
and I'rank V' are things of the far ofl past, thongh
fresh in the memory of those who were but boy«
in those days. If the races were o success, our
dances were even more so.  The hacliclors got a
slight advantage ; they discovered thal a party of
young ladiey were passing through Mozufferpore
on a vigit 1o [riends, so they at once sent them an
invitation, and actually mustiered ecighicen ladics

married and single,
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The 18th Native Infantry kindly sont us their
band, which put great life into the entlertainment.

Before T left Poopree to come and live at Doom-
rab, we got permigsion from the Durbungah Rajaly
to shoot in what had been his preserves at a place
oalled Piprone. The late Rajah was not much of
a sportsman, and the place had not bheen carefully
preserved. We found, howaver, some spotted
deer, pea-fowl, partridge, and a splendid wild
boar. We bagged a deer or two, and some smaller
game ; but the boar escaped.



CIIAPTER X,

ANOTIINR SIIOOTING EXPHDITION TO NOPAUL MUD.IM.
BUDNID LLUPHANT—A NOPAULLOSH COLLEGTOR

Y IIORTLY after this,my old friends C. G— and
XY J. C—rote and asked me to arrange for n
tiger-shooting expedition. This I did; and carly
in March we found oursclves again under canvas
in the Nepaul Terai, Yo have described one
shooling parly is to describe all, so I will confine
mysell to incidents that may inierest my reader.

On the morning after our arrival and just before
starbing to shoot, a very dirly-looking Nepaulese
officia]l asked for an interview, and demanded to
sge our permit to shoot, This was rathar g
stumper for ug, though we had written to the Resi-
dent, and he had replied to say he wasy sending
ong, the picce of paper had not turned up.  We
informed 1he man in suthority of tlus, and said,
we oxpeeted it by that dey’s post when we would
show it.  ITle was rather unpleasant about , the
matier, bul went away, so we started ofl’ shooting ;
but, we observed that we could get no one to show
us where game was 1o be found, and the Nepaulese
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shikari, wwhom we had hired, did not look happy,
On our return to camp in the evening, we openad
our post letters in the hope of finding the required
order ; but no such thing had come. Again, next
morning, the unpleasant official came, and this
time told us we could not shoot, and must leave
Nepaul territory, This was a sad disappointment ;
and, as we had been to some expense, we determin-
ed to see what cffect, as the Yankees say, * the
almighty dollar” would have. The man was in-
vited into my tent where we were all seated, and,
to my disgust, the first thing he did was to half
recline himself cn my bed. First impulse pointed
to summary ejeetment, but that mcant an end to
our spoit, so I said naught. J. C— opened the
negotiations by insmuating that we would make
lim happy if he would only wink at the non arri-
val of the permit, The man bit at once, 1lle’
might get into trouble, and, of course, would expect
to be vewarded according to the risk, We all
felt that Rs., 50 each, at least, was about to he
extracted, What was our astonishment, when his
demand was placed before us, to find all he wani-
ed was, thal one of the deer we had shot should
be given to him and sent with him, on an elephant,
to his home | We presented him with two deer,
and gave him some powder and shot ; and off he
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staried, having given orders that we were to
recelve overy assistance from the villagers about.
The deer you get in the Nepaul jungle is very
dry, and Buropean sportsmen hardly ever cat them,
their servants feasting ofl’ venison and, where their
caste will allow, wild pig. Of the ganme we
bageed, partridge, have, {lorican, pea and jungle
fowl, were all that found their way to our table,
A very young {fawn cooked whole, with a stuffing
ol nuts, i3 not bad. Iaving got rid of our Ne-
paulese friend, we started for the shooting prounds,
and before long came on two young bears in
some grass. (Giving two “peons ” o blanket each,
we told them to get down, and thrcw the blankets
over the young bears, and catch them, We, mean-
while, formed a semi-cirele round the men to pro-
{ecl, them from the angry mother in case she made
her appearance. The men were plucky {ellows,
and ot once rushed on the small bears, not biggor
than good-sized pups, and rolling them up in the
blankets, handed them up, They were put in the
box. of the /Lowdal under the seat where provisions
arc generally, kepl,  The little beasts kept up an
incessant cry, night and day, while we were out.
They, however, cat their food, and were not very
vicions. Ono of these I presented to my Assistant,
afterwards, who taughi him all kinds of tricks.
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Besides the bears, we bagged a leopard that day
Ile had been wounded; a bullet having passed
through one of the joints of his tail. This made
him very savage, and he charged like a tiger at my
elephant, who at once turned and bolted ; but as
she turned round, I took a snap shot, and fancied
I saw the leopard turn on his back. After a bone-
breaking expedition on the runaway elephant of
nearly half an how’s duration, she was persunaded
to stop and return, and, sure enough, there lay a.
very handsome leopard dead. Our next day’s bag
consisted of another bear and two young ones,
one of which was badly wounded, and had to be
killed. e traced the old mother bear to a fallen
tree, and, as the cld lady objected to come out, we
let off some fireworks in the different hollows of
the tree. This had no effect, so the shekar: said
he would crawlin and see. The trec was on the
ground,—a splendid one it must have been ; but
fire and age had hollowed it out thoroughly, and a
middle-sized man could walk in if he stooped down.
In started * Mooson, " our ski/ aré, but he was not
long in making his exit. We all admired the
clever way in which he evaded the bear ; for, instead
of rushing right away as he came oul from the
tree, he just turned and hopped on to the fallen
trunk, The bear, with her two young ones,
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clinging to her hips, went straight ahead, and wag
immediately rolled over, The two litile ones hold-
ing on to her like grim death, On this oceasion
we were oul {or over fifteen days, and though we
oot capital gport as far as small gnme went, we were
nol over-lucky with tigers, only getting one, 1le,
however, showed fight.  We disturbed lum wlule
he was having o good feed off a huffalo he had
just killed, and was m no mood {or a bolt. I was
fortunate enongh to see hun frst, and 10lled him
over like a rabbit. My mahout at once took
my clephant fowards the place where he fell,
when, with o roar, e came at me. I gave hun
my right and left, but that did not stop him, and,
in o moment, there he was his hind legs holding
on to the elephant’s {runl, while his foreclaws
were well dug into the poor animal’s ears. T
could, if I had felt so inclined, have siroked the
head of she savage bruwe.  Ile dud look grand as
he stared at me, his cyes stavting oni of lus head,
the hair on hiy neck and head standing on end,
and as ne a sel ol teeth as one wonld wish to
sea, were mosl unplensantly brought to noticc.
The clephant bebaved very pluckily. whe stood
her ground well when the chaige was made 5 bud
as soon as the lger settled on her, she began to
shuke so violently to try and get rid of the tiger,
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that I was thrown down on to my seat, and could
do nothing but hold on to my guns to prevent their
being thrown out. My Aowdah had attained
an angle of 45 degrees, and I could not now have
held on much longer, when C. G— of our party,
ranged up alongside, and shot the tiger from off
my elephant’s head. 1 had the greatest difficulty
in getting out of my now very lopsided howdah ;
but, by making 1 man hang on to one side, I
mangged to scramble out of the other without
pulling it on top of me. The tiger was a fine
one, about 9 feet 10 inches in length. The next big
thing that fell to my gun was a boa-constrictor.
Ile was 17 feet long ; and though I put a bullet
richt through his head, it was a long time before
he was dead all over. We had great trouble to
oet him padded, as the natives are very much
afraid of these reptiles, Our last adventure on
this occasion was the sticking of one of our ele-
phants in the mud, while crossing one of the small
streams that run through the jungle., The beast
was & weakly animal. It had been poorly fed, and
made no attempl to help itself, It sunk deeper
and deeper into the mire. We cut branches of
trees, which we stuck into the mud at its sides ;
but to no effect. Moat elephants when they stick
in the mud 1 this way, will take advantage of
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every hoelp that is put within reach of their {runk,
and utilize the branches of trees thrown necar
them, by tucking them in under their side, then
volling over on to them, commence the operation
on the other side again, and rolling over uniil a
sufficient gquaniily of branchos have been placed
to support them, in this way they gradually work
themsclves out, QOur miserable beast would do
nothing, and gradually <ank ; a few minutes more
and only his trunk would have remained above
oround. One of the malou's suggested making
the other elephants pull him out bodily. ITe saud,
thore were two elephants who lhad been used to
drag the dead clephants away for interment, and
that he thought they would be able to vescue this
one, Fortunately, we had a spare lowdah-rope,
and this, with some trouble and no little danger,
the mahour had 1o pass underncath the mud-
imbedded elephant 5 for there was always the fear
ihat he might take it into his head to help himself
by tucking things under him and commence with
he mahour ! They kept, however, well away from
{ﬂ‘s forequarters,  Theropelaving been fastoned, and
then seeured round the neck and chest of two other
elophants, the order to pull was given. The two
elephants at once set to tugging, and the wretched
one in the mud was suddenly hauled on to lLis
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back where he lay reststing and kicking with Tus
heels m the awe hike a naunghty baby. The two
elephants, being strong and well conditroned, gave
another long and strong pull, wlich biought the
1efractoty one out ol the mud, with = flop as loud
as the explosion of a good sized bombshell. Tt
was a rehef when we 2ot him ont 5 for i he had died,
i wonld have added very much fo the cost of
om shootmg party. We had been out fov a fort

nicht, and 1t was tme to return  Though we
had not shot mucl, we had enjoyed ourselves
thoroughly.  The fortnizht cost us Bs 150 each.
We had met and jolned camp with the Soorsund
Babu, so we had the usc of his elephants to beat.
These, with what we had, gave us a grand line of
beating clephants I think our total muster was
seventy, sixty of which we took out wath us, the
other ten remaned behind to canry branches as
tadder lov the othere, We weve up, and m the
saddle, early i the morning, having a long rvide
before wo 1cached Dr tish tarnitory.  As we near-
ed the boundary, v iliges Dbecane more nuniery
ous ; and, not bem_ quite sure il we were on
the right rvoad, we made for what looked like a
villc ge Lutcherry (oftice).  Tleie a very 1cspectablo
and civil official came out and pul us on the
right way  Noficing several ryots in peeubar
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positions, some standing on one leg 5 others in the
suine pos Lion,b it pedestalled onan mverted earthen
pol surtounded by a thick bed of thorns, we asked
why they were kept this: “Oh,  replied the
official, * th 9 18 how we collect rent ; " we nquired
whether they found that tie punishment had the
desired cffect The roply wag uint these men wouid
pay m an hour or o5 but il the saled would like
to sce some of the very vefiactory ones, the official
would be glad to show them  Following lum, he
led us o a long, low roofed house, and there we
found aboub hall-a-dozen men buvied up to their
nceks in the ground,  “These sr, ae great hud-
mashes (scamps) ; but they will pay.”  We asked
how long they were likely fo be kept there, and
the reply was : ¢ By sunset they will have paid all
rent dae by them.’ Oa1eaanng to the open wir,
the little Nepaulese Colleclor with great glee ex-
plained to us thie nature ol the punishmont ol the
one-leg tortwie  The mw had to stand on one
leg with the other foot resting on it as well
ay to kecep himsell balanced on the inverted pot.
New him stood a man with a good Jong stick,
At the shghtest attempi, on the part of the prison-
er under punishment, to pub down the other leg,
the enrthen vessel was smashed at a blow, and the

unfortunate ryot would fall sprawling on lus hands
W, i n {)
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nd knees among the thorns strewn to receive
him.

Ag twe mounted our horses to go on, the little
official, with 2 grin on his face, remarked that
he hoped we had noticed everything, and that
when we returned to our couniry, we would try
his plan with our ryots, and find 1t succeed. L
i« o strange fact that the Tirhoot ryots are con-
stantly bolting 1nto the Nepaul Teral, showing
that there they arve treated in a way which they
understand, and where they are not harassed by
new laws, which are changed every few years,
nd where no “Ilbert” may mtrude his little bill.
Tustice in Nepaul is very summary. Sir Jung
Bahadoor, when he came to Sonepore, had a liv-
ing nstance of it in his smte This was a trea
.urer who had madc free with the coin under his
charge  The offender’s right hand was ordered
o be cut off, which was forthwith done. He
was not dismissed from his place ; the punishment;
had condoned the offence, and, as Sir Jung re-
marked with a knowing twinkle of his little eye,
«ho is not hkely to steal agamn.” The treasurer
rode o beautiful Arab, and managed him most skil-
fully notwithstanding his handless arm.

A sharp canter brought us to our dog-carts,
where we separated, and each proceeded to his
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own home, On reaching Doomrah, I found =
letter from my Assistant, asking for leave to go
with & parly to shoot in the Rajah’s preserves af
Peeprone, and, as I would be delayed a day or
two at Doomrah, I sent a reply by express with
the required sanction. The party shot some deer
. and pea-fowl, and returned after a couple of dayy’
shooting.



CIIAPTER X1

I TAKE CHARGI! OT' SIHAIIPGRLD dIROHA TOURNEY,
AND VISIDT 1O CGALCUTLA OUILIBRLAK
OF MU MUPINY

TN 1856 I was offered chaige of Shahpore-Mir-

} cha, which [ accepted. As the manager who
was to relieve me at Doomrah was away on leave,
1 found myself in charge of that place also. I had,
therefore, Doomiah, Shahpore, and Chitwarrah on
my hands, and, as my Assistant at Chitwarrah was
on the sick list, I had plenty to do. The head
native sgervant or moonshz, one Rall Phasad af
Shahpore, was supposed to have the factory under
his thumb. He certainly had acquired a lot of
property, and had a great deal of power; but I
found hum a very good man, and he took great
interest in the place.

He told me he hegan lile as a writer on small pay
in the concern ; thal the propriclor of the factory
finding him sharp giadually promoted him till he be-
came the head nalive servant. e then, by doing
a lLitle banking, gradually amassed money, and
purchased landed property. Ilis father before him
had already some zemindaris. 1 may mention thal
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he eventually beeame a shareholaer m the [factory,
and that his son, or rather his widow-—for poor old
Kali died some years ago s now proprietor of the
whole concein.

About this time T had occasion to go to Calcutta,
and, as two other iriends were going also, we
aranged {o iravel together. We drove to DBan-
kipore, and there found our ddb gharie or
pallee carrage, waiting. We had taken sup-
plies for the road ; and, as our first day would be
Chiistmas day, a turkey an@l a couple of bottles
of *“ fiz"" formed port of our store  We went out
of Bankipore with a {lomisl, as the irap was
horsed ; bui, after going some fftecn mules, we
came to the end of the macadamised routs, and
were then propelled by coolies. This was vey
slow work, and it was well after 10 ». m beflore
we reached the Jehanabad ddk bungulow (vest-
housc) very hungry and sleepy. The old /han-
samahk was not long in gelling oub the bumpery,
and by the time we had eaten o fow slices of tur-
key and fimshed our two bottles of champagne,
we felt quite lively again, We had no time to
lose, the things were packed, and we were soon
en route again, When we awoke In the morn-
ing, after rather an uncomiortable vest, for o dék
gharre, 18 nol meant (0 carmy three, especially
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all good sized men, we found ourselves cloge to
Gyah. As it was very cold, we stopped and brew
ed some coffee, and found a cup of strong coffee
a great ‘“‘pick-me up.” DBy 10 4A. M. we were
comforiably seated in the Gyah dak bungalow
at hieakfast, The verandal was crowded with
men offering for sale 1mages of elephants, sacred
bulls, &e., carved out of Gyah stone. Gyah is to
the Ilindoo a very sacred city, and the Ilindoo
priests, who have possession of the different tem-
ples, make a very dood thing out of it. They
aclually, during the pilgrimage season, send out
“touts,” who go miles out on the dufferent roads
to persuade pilgrims to come to certain temples,
and thete are often most scrions riots between the
employ(s of the proprietors of the different tem-
ples. Gyah is made extra sacred, ag it is one of
the places where Vishnoo put his foot on carth.
He secms to have been going on one foot with a
kind of hop before he tock the next step, as the
“ Yishn Pud, ’ or foot-prints of Vishnoo, scem all
to be in one convenient coiner where all tho
temples stand. The supposed foot prints ave cut
out of stone. 'This represents the impression of a
foot of gigantic dimensions. When a wealthy pil-
grim goes 0 any of these shrines, he is suppos-
ed to fill the foot-print with gold or silver coin,
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This is of course, taken by the ¢ Gyewalls,” as the
proprictors of the temples are called. Gyah ig a
very dry place, the baie hills in the warm wen-
ther throw out great heal. The ficlds are sur-
rounded by low cmbankments to catch any rain
that may [all, and when the soil is moistened, it
becomes a sticky red clay. Beware of Gyah mus-
quitoes s they we the nost vicious lictle inseols
ever meb with,  There is a story told of a Scotch-
man, who lately arrived from his native heath, and
who had heard of musquitoes (most likely Gyah
ones) {rom some of hig travelled frmends, inquned
on seeing an elephant if 1t was o musquito.

From Gyah we were propelled by coolies to the
Grand Trunk Road There is nothing to see but
large sun burnt plains on which a [ew herds of
graceful antelope were feeding on the litile grass
they can pick up. They wre very wild, and if
you altempt to gel near them, off’ they go bound-
m,, high into the air belore they settle down to a
sleady pace. Reaching the Grand Trunk Road,
we changed our coolies {for horses, and away wao
went at o more cheerful pace. ‘The scenery, ag
you pass, the noled Dunwah Pasg 18 grand, and,
ns you have asedndcd 1o a higher level, the cold
is wmtense  The road is natwmally very mueh up-
ull, and to warm ourselves and case the hoisg,
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we got out to have a brisk walk, Dbut when not
very far from the top of the lull, the duver told
us we would be safer 1 than out of the tiap, a9
tigers very often jumped out of the junele and
cartied away men  We took the it and got in.
After sunset, we spied the twinkle of a @/ bunga-
low light, and ordeted our Jehu 1o pull up; our
provisions were soont unpacked, and the /Aansamalk
added a few potatos to our supplics We made
a good dinner, and lighting up our pipes, started
on our way rejoicing., Next morning we found
ourselves 1n g grand climate somewhere nmong the
Santal IDlls, where our conveyance pulled up to
change borses, and we weie suniounded by an
admiring crowd of very lightly clad children. We
were much amused by the ingenious way m which
they kept themselves warm ; each carried an earthen
Luttieh (& kind of carthen pot), in which were some
live embers  This wvhen they squaticd down, they
popped under the hittle clothing iliey had, and thus
kept themselves wwm. It took three days and
two nights 1o reach Calcutta, but the journey had
to be timed so as to armve at Ranigunge caly
enough to catcls the train to Caleuita, which then
only 1an as far as that place. By 9 A. M. we found
ourselves at llowrah, the E I. Rulway termmus.
We had to gather our goods together, and employ
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a fow coolics to take them to the steamer al the
railway pier, where the foiry steamer lay, and she
took us across the Hooghly  Now, this nver is
crossed by a fine hidge standing on {loating pon-
Loons.

I had not wisited Caleutla s'nce 11y arrival in
the country, but found very little chanee in it.
One or two fine buldings were in course ol crec-
{ion, but a man from upcountiy soon tires of
the constant samencss,  The one plensant, thing is
the evening drive on {the Stiand by the river’s
bank. Ilere youn enjoy tle cool sca breeze thaf
bexing to blow about sunset. Thz number of
rerlly stylish equipr,es briskly dnving up and
down the witered way, and the number of well
ntounted horsemien and women pnis mueh life into
the scene,  The Hden Gnrdens existed mm o smaill
way in ihose days, bul under another name.
There, now, with the band pliying, is lound a
mos{ del ¢htful lounge for the weary demzens of
the City of Palaces, While in Calet by, T weni to
see the Tnd gosales at the Mart,  On arrival there,
L was asked i T wounld not have some lunch, and
walking inlo o long apartment sometlung like an
cmply store-room, 1 saw a table round which
were men all busy at lnuch,  Thomas & Co. and
W. Moran & Co. are famous for thor cold bee,



138 RIMINISOLNCLS OT' BLIIAR,

galad, and draft beer tiffins, and I can say 1 enjoy-
ed mine., As the clock stvikes two the sale begins.
One of the partners mounts the first chiest of In-
digo to be sold. These are generally sold by
tens ; they are assorted by the brokers, so that the
colonrs may run as cvenly as possible.  To sell ten
chests does nol fale {wo mmntos ; fhe hiﬂdiﬂg 19
50 brisk, the great object of intending purchaser
being to catch the auctioneer’s ear first with the
final bid ; this 1s shouted out by half-a-dozen nien
at the sametime, for they know to a rupee what
the batch will go for, and when it comes to the
final bid, the scream for precedence is hewildering.
Indigo sells now fiom about Rs. 225 to 280 per
maund, After the falures of 1847 Indigo fell to
very low prices, but gradually rose again, varying
with the demand. If the crop be poor, and the
demand gond, prices range very high,

We were not so1ry when the time came for us
to leave Caleutta, wnch we did towards the end
of January, 1857, returning aswe came, It would
be uscless to deserib our fiip back  We passed
many sepoy regiments encamped by the road, for
this was the marching season, and we were over-
taken by General Anson, the Commander-in-Chiel,
who had been to Calcutia to see his family off to
England, We have often thought how lucky it was
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the mutiny did not brenk onl while we were on
our journey as, il it had, we eould not have escap-
ed. I’oor Gencral Anson did not live long aflter
we saw lhim g he died before Delbi worn out by
the cares and anxieties of thot sicge. In due
course of time we reacied home, and swere glad
to get back again, In May, 1857, we heard unplea-
sant rumours of mutiny among the sepoys, first
from DBarrackpore, then an outbreak at Mgerut.
These soon spread like wild fire over the country.
To show that the natives had some idea of what
was going on, & dhensamak, an old servant who
had accompanied his master on a visit to Calcutta
one evening ug he was helping him t{o undress,
sald ¢ Sahed, 18 1l truz that all natives are Lo be
made Christians? * To which his master answered
jokingly, “ yes.” “Then,” replied the domestie, © 1
would not give much fou the cold meat, &e., it will
all be stolen 1”7 A native who is in casie is barred
from cating anything that has been ab a Kuro-
pean’s table on the plea of its being to fhem uns
clean. DBul the day a nalive becomes an outcaste,
ho cally himnsell & * Kistian,” s.e., Christian, and,
as Baboo Keshub Chunder Hen said in a lecture ab
Mozuallerpore, at once adopted all the vices of the
Luaropean, but nonc of lus virtucs, ‘The cold
viands and master’s liquor were bound to go once



140 REMINISCENGES O BRITAR
»

the conversion took place. The conversion of Mos-
lems and llindoo, by ruse or foree, if necessary,
by the Lnglish, was the red rag flaunted by those
who Wlshed to fan the fire 0{' rebellion, and the
report of bullocks and pig's fat bemng nsed in the
lubricating composilion for the cartridges was all
to this end. The Commander-in-Chief published
a General Order denying the report, but to allay
any fear, as to losing caste by biting the cartridges,
new drill was set on foot, whereby the carlridges
were to be torn, not bitten. When the regiments
mutinied, they thought nothing of using these
very cartridges they so much objected to. While
all this was gong on, the startling reality was un-
pleasantly brought home to us by a letter from
the Magistrate, summoning us into the station
( Mozufferpore}, to assist to protect it and our
selves. As the summons scemed wrgent, I at
once sent out horses to the different stages, and
in a few hours atter, started, armed o the teeth
with one double-barrelled gun in the splash board,
another put up behind the buggy, and a revolver
in 1ts case at my feet, In this way we, my wile,
and I, for I was now a married man, journes ed some
fifteen miles, feeling anything but happy at the look
of things. Our little dauvghter, we had put into
her small basket cradle at our feet. Arvived af
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Mozuilerpore, we went to Secunderpore, where the
Magstrate and Collector lived, wnd to whose house
we had teceived an mvitation. We found a num-
ber of planters and their families already gathered
there. Leaving my wile and ehild there, T started
off round the station to find out what was wrong,
and gathered that trouble was expected, from the
“ Nujechs,” a provincial Dbatialion who supplied
men as guards for the treasury &e. One of the
officials, a good lingwist, had disguised himself, and
loitering about the Nujeeb barracks, had overheard
some treasonable talk, The Mapyistrate had, there-
fore, considered 1t right to call in all Europeans for
mutual help 1 case of need.

Meceting several planters, we talked over the state
of affars, and determined (o call on the officials to
meet 'us, and say why they had called us in, and
what they wanwed done. A letter was accord ngly
dralled and seni, asking all the officials to meet ug
at noon the following day At that hour we ag-
sembled, and were told by the Magis rate we were
wanted to mount guard as sentrics over the trosa-
sury, s the Nupeebs could not be trusted. Thig
we objected to do; but supeested that we were
ready 1o disarm those suspected, and thus get rid
of the threatened danger, and, if necessary, send
the treasure to IPatua in our factory-carts under o
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planter escort. This did not meet the views of the
Collector, and we did not see the force of leaving
our wives and families to take care of themseclves,
while we took care of the Government treasury

The meeting ended, therefore, in nothing being
done. The planters from the far-off districts began
to arrive, and soou there were over three hundred
men, women, and children in Mozufferpore
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CITAPTER XIL

WH PORTIFY TUIE DOCIORS IIOUSKE —THUD ¢ VIDILLI
GUARDD —TARING A PRISONLR—TALSD ALARM 3JMUR.
DOR OF MAJOR AND MRS ¥MOLMIS-—-MUTINY Q' THL
NAVIVLU INIANLRY A DINAVORLU-=DLLLNOL O AKKAH -
D MULINY OVER-ITOMBWARD BOUND,

MCLLE Magistrate could not entertain all, and it

would not do for us to be scattered over the

place, 80 the doctor and My, Weston offered their
houses and grounds, and we formed two camps and
mesros.  Lhe houses were 500 yards apart, but
stood almost in the smme grounds. We all moved
into our new quarters ; the ladies and children ocou-
pying the houses, while the gentlomen slept in
tents formed 1nto small eamps, one at epeh flank
of the houses, and one in the front, ag an advane-
ed guord. Each of the camps supplied two sen-
tries, and wo all had to do our two hours’ watch
every night. At a mocling, one of our member
was appointed commandant of the garrison, and
e again named his subordinates, placing one man
in command of cach small camp, Besides these
comps, there was a portico guard composed of old
gentlemen, who kept watch 11l 11 at night. The
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reagon for estallishing this ¢ Vicille Giarde” was,
that the lacics would not sce that there was
any danger, and msisted on enjoying themselves,
The young men were quite of the same opinion,
and the commandant was at his wit’s-end how {o
keep the sentries to their d iy, At last the bright
idea of a guavd, to consist of non-dancing men,
who were to act till 11 o'clock, snogested itscll,
and the artange nent was carried out. A Geneal
Order was 1ssued to the effect that at 11 o’clock
all hghts were to be put out, and dancing, &ec.,
stopped.

We had just got things into working order, when
the Magistrate asked for a few men to go out
and seize a darogakd (head inspector ol poliee),
who was reported to be up to mischief, Threo
men and the Assistant Magistrate were chosen.
One of the planters had lus house ncar where
the® police station slood, and sending out word,
that he was coming with some friends to shoot,
they staited in the cvening  Darly next morn-
ing they drove straight to the police station, nof
a minute too soon, for they found the daragal
writing a letter to the rebels, inviting them over
to loot the treasury, lus horse ready suddled for a
bolt, in case of need.  Ile was very much astonish-
ed when he was arvested and placed in charge
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of the three gentlemon of the Blues, who marched
him out  While arrangements were being made
for having his papers examined, one of his guards
noticed the ** darogah” eyeing the revolver, which
one of them was holding very carelessly, and
paying more attention to what others were doing
than to hig prisoner The inspector suddenly
made & grab at the revclver, but the man who
had been watching him, caught him a smart
blow over the fingers, which made him leave it
alone, Ile was now put on to the back seat of
the dog-cart pintoned, and tied to the back railing
of the trap. His guards then jumped up, and
they drove off to Mozufferpore. llere a tent had
been erected as guard-room, and two men were
placed as sentries over him, The wretched man
evidently saw that things were not all right for
him. Ilcwas a Moslem, 30 he began at once count-
ing his beads and praymmg. At night, a gnard
of Iiregular Cavalry, part of the 12ih Irre-
gular Cavalry, commanded by Ilolmes atl Segow-
Lie, took chaige of the prisoncr ; and next morn-
ing he was placed in an elok, and sent off to
Segowlie under an Imegular Cavalry cscort 1o be
dealt with by Major ITolmes, On the evening of
the next day, we were swiprised 1o sce the escort

and prisoner return ; and a private commumication
W, & I 10
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from Holmes, to say that his men were much averse
to having the peeler hanged at Segowlie, he being
a Moslem ; so he had sent him back, and advised
his being sent to Patna, to the Commussioner there,
who seemed to hLave no fear of consequences, and
had already strung up one or two mutinecrs.
Giving the unhappy man a night’s rest, we packed
him off to Patna under the same escort Ile was
not long kept waiting, for he was hung that even

ing, martial law having been proclaimed, and
justice was quick and sure. ‘‘ Warris Ali,” for
that was the rebel’s name, died, calling on all
Mahomedans to inflorm the King of Delhi that he
had been true to him to the last. ‘Lhe seizing of
a rebel, and lus passing a prisoner to and from our
camp, caused some little excitemjent ; but we were
destined to have another little shock, rather un-
pleasant while it lasted. One night, one of our
sentiies to the {ront, observed a long line of lights
suddenly advancing towards the house, and, as
he was consulting with his brother sentry whether
he should turn out the different guavds, two or
three natives rushed 1n through the gate, calling
out “ Bagho Sabib 7 “Run away, Sir | Mean-
while, the gairison at the next house had been
alarmed, and the men were tuining out, when one
of them not quite awake from lus slumbers, acci-
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beating their breasts ; they were delighted to see
white faces back again, as they knew that they
were now safe from being looted. The polce
had already given one or two of them a screw up.
The post-oflice being central, the horse-men made
for the place, dismounted, and held council as to
what was to be done now they were 1 possession.
Asg they were talking, they heard the digtnnt nowse
as of a big mob approaching, and seizing their
double barvels piepared to do or die.

What was their delight to see their old friend,
the Magistrate, accompanicl by the Government
Schoolmaster (who had volunteered to return
with him) ride up, followed by half of the popu-
lation of the place. The Magistrate’s hrst act
was to interview the Nujeebs,, and express to
them how satisfied he personally and the Govein-
ment were with their bchaviour ; and ordered u
handsome reward in cash 1o be given to cach man.
The Magistrate and all the Luropeans retuined
that night to Dhoolie, and next day those of our
party returned to dJeetwarpore, while the Magis-
trate and the Hehoolnaster joined the other officers
who had been ordered to 1cturn to Mozuilerpore.
Shoitly after a detachment of Sikhs, under Lieu-
tenant Waller, was sent to Mozuflerpore, the doe-
tor’s house wag properly fortilicd, loop-holed, and
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christened by some wag ¢ Foit Pill Box.” It was
well stored with rice, dhal, &c., but, fortonately,
ste gervices were never required We had many
olarms after this, but things gradually settled
down. We had regiments of (roorkhas from
Nepaul quartered in Mozufferpore for a fime to
interrupt mutmous regiments sup posed to be try-
ing to make their way to Delhi; also the Y eo-
manry Cavalry which did such good services in
Gorukpore. This was a corps raised in Calcutia
and armed with old arms, which some said were
those used at the Battle of Plassey one hundred
gears before. Be that as it may, they did good
service with them. Our plans in retreating io
Jeetwarporg were, in case of necessity, that we
should retire on, Doulatpore Factory, further down
the river, where a garrison had formed ; and there
the house had been well protected with iron sheet-
ing, while long rakes with their teeth. sharpened
and turned point upwards, formed a very good
chevaux de frise in case of sudden aitack. The
top of the house was provisioned, and a siair led
through a hole in the roofin case a refreat there
was considered necessary, If we had been driven
out of this, we would have retired down the river,
and reached the Ganges. We were, however, never
in any danger, from a rising in our own disrict,
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dentally discharged his gun. The report of danger
had heen conveyed to the ladies of this house,
and they were in great alarm, but when the gun
went off, there was & regular panic. Fortunate-
ly, the report had fiightened more than the gari-
son ; for, as soon as they heard it, the advan-
cing line stopped, and in a second, every light was
thrown to the ground. Just then ouwr mowmted
patrol (for we pairoled the town also to see that
order was kept) arrived. One of the men, a fiery
Scot, drew lis sword, and explaining that he
would like {0 try the temper of his blade, was
about to set spurs to his horse, when a sentry held
him back, and told him not to be foolish, for
what could he do one against hundreds. The
Scot drew out a pistol, cocled it, and presenting
it at the man, called out, “ ust you lel go,” which
he cdid at once, and the liorsciman at a bound
disappeared in the dark. Ile was followed by the
rest of the patrol, and we cxpected to hear shots
every minute, but in aboul half-an-hour they
returned. They veported they could sce or find
nothing but the smouldering torches, and, though
they scoured the country, not a sign of a living
being could be found. This sudden appenrance
and disappearance has always been a mystery.
Some thought it might have been a wedding
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procession, bul knowing we weie in camp, and
looking out for an encmy, I doubi 1if a wedding
procession would have come there ; besides this,
wedding processions do not march silently., My
idea is that it was a ruse to try us, and sce if we
were really on the alert. The shol accidentally
fired ; they at onze took as a signal for attack, and
knowing that the sudden cxtinguishing of the
torches would fazilitate their retreat, they throw
{hem down, and hispersed over the conntry. The
men we suspected were the Nujeebs; if they
could have got rid of us, over ten lukhs of rupees
wele in their hands. On Sundays prayers were
read in the open air under the shade of the house,
A guard over-looked from the top of the house
in case of a sudden attack, We had stored num-
bers of bags of vice and dhal (a kind of spht
pea), and hundreds of earthen pots of drinking
water on the top of our residence. The veran-
dahs were protected by sand bags. Things, how-
ever, soon quicted down again after this alarm.,
The raing set in, wmd it began to pour ; this rather
damped the ardour of the gallant Blues who had
to sleep in tents ; and as u report which alterwards
moved faise, of the fall of Delhi, and defeat of the
mutineers, was 1eceived, we made up our minds
to return to our homes and await the turn of
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evenis, The whole thing had, efter all, heen a
very pleasant meeting, and we were rather soiry
when the time came to part. I forgot to men-
tion that we took another prisoner, a small
‘“zemindar” (landholder), living near Doulatpore
factory, who took advantage of the absence of
the manager to proclaim himself king of those
partg, and to collect blackmail on the river, stop-
ping boats, and making them pay toll. This
coming fo the Magistrate’s ear, w ovder was given
for his arrvest, and two men, one of them the
manager of the factory, started off to duve about
fifty miles and carry out the ovder The thing
was mosl successfully done, and the man cat ght
in the act of issuing orders for certain illegal
procecdings. The manager, W, C. B.—, as soon as
he reached Doulatpore factory, started off for the
village where this man lived, and, entering the
enclosure in which his house siood, found him,
sitting in etate with the members of lus council
vound him, B.— holding out the warrant to him,
called on him to surrender, al the same lime point-
ing his revolver at his head. The crowd of ad-
miring courtiers were not long in making them-
selves scarce, and the unhappy * zemindar 7 was
strappedd to the back of the dog-cart. They at
once started on thelr return journey, and by
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evening the zemindar was safely lodged in jail.
ITe was tricd and imprisoncd for ten years. We
were not to be loft in peace at our homes long,
for in about ten days or less, after our return, we
received the news of the mutiny of the 12th lrre-
gular Cavalry at Segowlie, They had murdered
thetr Commanding Officer, Major 1lolmes, his wile,
also the doctor of the regiment, and his wife It
was sad to think that a gallant officer who had
been through many a campaign, leading these
very men to victory, should be shot by them. His
wife, too, hd escaped from the Cabul massacre of
the fitst Afechan War when her first husband,
Captain Sturt, was killed. Mrs. IIolnes was a
daughter of Lady Sale, who was also one of the
Afghan prisoners. The story iold of the mur-
der of Holmes and his wife by the natives is as
follows s

They were out for their usual cvening drive,
when llolmes saw a scction of his men riding up
to thein. lle immediately suspected villany, and
called ouf to them : “I know what you want, 1t is
my life ; that you can have, but spare the lady ;3 ”
the reply was a volley which killed both him and
Lis wife, 'The mutineers decapitated poor ITolmes,
carrying away his head. The whole regiment
then marched out of Segowlie, passing close by
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Lall Seryah Factory ; they never stopped io do
any harm, but continucd on their road towards
Lucknow and Delhi. The doctor and his wife at
Segowlie refusing to come out of their house, it
was fired, and they being driven oul by the flames
were shot ; their bodies were never discovered,
the fire having consumed them, housc and every-
thing The news of thig sad iragedy veached 1) -
(who lived some nine miles away) in the aflter-
noon, and he determined to make an attempt to
recover, and bury Ilolmes and his wife. This he
did, and had them buried abt Motihary, the chiel
town of Chumparan, The only LKuropean saved
from Segowlie was n little child of the doctor’s,
who was out with her nurse for a walk., The
ayal (nurse), hearing what was happening, hid
‘her little charge in a native woman’s house, and
as soon as the Irregular Cavalvy left, took the
child to the nenrest linropean, who sent her on
to her relations, The day we heard of the mutiny
of the cavalry at Segowlie, the news of the mutiny
of the three Native Infantry Regiments at Dinapore
arvived. All hope ol escaping seemed to us o be
at an end, and the Commissioner of Patna, being
much of this opinion, sent an order to the oflicials
under his orders, to at once mustor ab IPatna,
and 10 call in all the residents of their districts,
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and bring them with thom. This order was acted
on, notice being”sent 1o all residents in the dis-
trict to o to Patna ; and after dinner all ofheials,
non-officials, and others started ofl for a moon-
light journey to Patna, Before continuing what,
took place in Tirhoot, 1 will state to my readoers
how the regiments mutied at Dmapore.  There
were three regiments there, the 40th, 7th, and 8th
Native Infantry  Public opin on was very sirong
on the dismiming of thesc regiments, but some of
the officers objected to it. The Commanding
Officer and Adjulants had great confidence in
their men, so the evil day was put off. At last,
as a delachment of the 37th Queen’s happened {o
be at Dmapore with the 10th Queen’s, it was deter-
noined, at any rale, to remove the ammunition,
consisting of so many 1ounds per man, in posses-
sion. of the regimenrs, so ammunition waggons
were sent off to eflect this. The earts were sent
to the magazines of the fwo lurthest off regi-
ments , al first the men did not undoersiand what
was being donc, and the ammunition caris had
removed the caps and cartr dges of one regunent,
and were on then way Lo the next, when the men
turned out and forming, mde a rush for the enrt.
Meanwhile, all the Kuropean officors had joined
their men and tried to keep them quiet, but to no
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effeet ; they rushed down after the earts, which
by this time had come on to the parade ground
of ihe next regiment. Why or whercfore, no one
seems 1o know ; the regiment, on whose ground
the other had trespassed, fixed bayonets, and
drove the trespassers off so tht the officers ol that,
regiment folt convinced of their loyalty. Mean-
while, notice had been sent to the Luropean regi.
ments and artillery to move up from their lines
about a mile distant, and the minute the Native
Infantry heard the tread of the Queen’s regiments
and the rumble of arhillery, a panic seemed to
seize them, the evil-disposed firing at their officers
(some of whom in thewr enthusiasm were going
about trying lo stop the men from leaving), while
a few loyal sepoys walked about knocking up the
muskels of those who were fiying to shoot down
their officers.  Secing the flimg commence, the
invalid soldicts of the Huropean regiment (who
had been armed and placed on the top of an hos-
pital overlooking the parade ground), began to
fire, and 1his scitled the maiter, for the Native
Infantry Regiments at once went off 3 some men
ol the 7th and 8th remained, and about one hun-
dred of the 40th Naotive Infanfiy.  The guns arriv-
ing late, limbered up, and sent a few round shot
afler the mutineers who were far away in the dis-
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tance by this time. The mutinied regiments made
their way to Arrah, where they found the residents
had fortified the station alliard-room, into swhich the
Magistrate and Collector had taken all the Govern-
ment treasure. The latter soon found themselveg
besieged. The defence of the Arrah housc lhas
become a matter of histor ¥ T1 ere were besides
the residents some of Rattray’s Sikhs, now the 45(h
Native Infantry, in the house, and they helped most
materially in the defence. A well had to be dng 1n
the ground floor, as they were shorl of waler, thiﬂ
the Sikhs did at once. The alacrity shawn by
ther 1n seizing some sheep that had heen allowed
to stray near the hiouse was much adimvred.

The mutineers, without a leader, showed very
little pluck ; they had got a small cannon which
they fired from the rool of an overlooking house,
but the artillery - men hid behind the ehunney
stack. pushir o the gun out and fiving at random.,
A leader well primed with dhang (hemp) hav-
mg been obtained, one or two attampté at & rush
were made, but, fortunalely, there were in the
Arrah house some crack shots who picked the
leaders off, when the main body al onee twned
and bolted. The mutineers once tried to smoke
out the littla band, Iiling up dry gross, with
quantities of chillies mixed with if, they sol it
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on fire. Fortunately, the wind changed just
then, and the besiegers got the worst of it. 'The
officer commanding at Dinapore, as soon as prac-
ticable alter the mutiny of the sepoys, had sent
off' & force to relieve Arrah, but they were unfor-
tunately caught in an ambush, and so cut up that
they had to return to Dinapors, When the rem-
nants of the foree arrvived, they were met by the
womcen of the repunent, uwnd then lawentations
were loud for those who had nct returned. From
grief, their emotions turned to fary, and they sur-
rounded the General’s quarters, calling on lhim
to come out ; if he had, they would have pulled
lum 1o pieces, for they consideied his not disarm-
ing the sepoys to be the cause of their sorrow.
The men of the Native Infantry who had been true,
were placed in tents behind the ¢fficers’ mess-house.
A report had gained ground among the Iiaropean
soldiers that their remainmg was merely s vnse,
and that those who had gone off would retwn
by boat at night, and, assisted by those who pre-
tended loyally, would murder all. The effect of
this wag, that just afler the officers had dined
one evening, a great uptoar was heard ; and rush-
ing out to see what was wrong, the officers found
that the native soldiers had been killed as they
lay asleep. The assembly was sounded, and the
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mms of the Buropeans examined ; bul thongh
cvery one knew who had done this, thingy were
in too critical a stale to take notice of it. The
Aarah garnison were getting sadly pressed when
Sir Vicent Eyre, with o party of the 5th Fusihors
and two guns, marched on Arvah {from Duxar,
and defeating the mutinceis, 1elieved the place.
Stories of the mutiny have been written from overy
part of India. I will conine myself 1o what
happened in cur distriet. The day after all the
officials and residents had been summoned to
Patna, I got an express from my neighbour J. C —
telling me that all officials had left the distriet,
and, advising me to go over to him, thence to
Poosah, and from there by river to Jeetwarpore,
which place he proposed we should fortify and
remain ab untl obliged to move on. We were
not long in answering this summons, and reach-
ing Dhooli¢, found J. C.—rcady for a start. We
arrived at Poosah ot mid-day, where a Doat was
all ready., We were jouned heie by several young
men from the ncighbouring factories and the officor
in charge of the Poosah Stud, Dropping down
the 1iver, we reached Jeetwarpore next moining.
When al Poorall, we heard that the detaclhment,
of Holme's Iregular Cavalry (then at Mozuffer-
pore), hemring the main body had mutinied, at
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once began to loot. Captain B —and his nephew
had a natrow ecscape ; they artived at Mozuffer-
pore alter the officials had Izft, and rode up to
the Magistrate’s house where they found an old
servant only to reccive them, who hegeed of them
to go on, as the troopers had already sent once
to see il any ‘“ Sahubs” were stll theve. Forvtu-
nately they stuited al once, for not ten minutes
after they had left, the troop of cavalry galloped
up and snrronnded the house, then entered, and
helped themselves to everything that might be
useful. They then went to the stable and took
all horses that had been left behind, We were
some thice days at Jeetwarpore, and not a letter
or paper had we received ; we were therefore
perfectly ignorvant ol whal was going on else-
where. I had sent an old syes (groom) to seea
what had Decome of the post, late at night,
on Thursday, he arrived with a regular bundle
of letters and papers. Ile then told us what had
happened at Mozullerpore.  The Sowars, after loot-
ing the Magistrate’s house, rode down to the
Treasury, and called on the Nujeebs to divide the
treasurc with them, (The Nujeebs had been well
fad by the bankers of the cily, who knew once
things got into a state of anarchy that they would

be the fivst to sufler.) This they refused to do,
o

__ﬂ___l..-’



158 REMINISCENGES O BLIIAR

saying, that as they had chaige of 1t, they would
keep 1t. Some unpleasanl words then passed, and
the Nujechs fired on the cavalry, who took to
their heels, Those bankers who live on the main
road which passes through the town had invited
a body of Nujechbs to guard thewr premises ; and,
as the troopers rode down the street, a parting
volley was fired, My washerinan had been with
the syce, and he remarked, “ a lol of powder and
shot was expended ;7 but when I asked for an
idea of the number of slain, I found that there
was only one wounded, and that, an elderly woman
one of the troopers was carrying off. The poor
thmg had her thieh blol{en by a bullet. Ilear-
ing that Moxqﬂelpow was left without an Eunro-
pean head, vﬂllmte 2rs were called for {rom among
our small party, and some five or six men
decided to go in the next morning, The syce
explained the non-arrival of our post ; he said,
the Sowars had kept the Bengalee Postmaster
locked up {or fear he should send notice to Dina-
pore, and they might be interrupted. The next
dey our men drove to within five miles of Mozud-
ferpore, and then mountmg thewr horses, and tak-
ing their guns and swords, rode on.  As they got
into the heart of the town, the men and women
mel them, and threw themselves down before them,
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the pe ple being purely agricultural ; o very few
men b ving enlisted as sepoys, and most of these
know.ng what was to happen, 1 fancy, took leave,
and came to their homes where they remamed il
all was guiet again,  With the fall of Delhi, and
velicf of Luncknow, DBritish rule again asserted
itself, and the disturbing reports that used o keep
us in suach an unhappy state of uncertanty hegan
to cense, and matiors gradaally to run in their old
groove.

As I had now been out in India over cleven
years, I thotght a change home, after all the ox-
citement of the last few months, necessary; so
about the heginning of December, 1838, we started
by steamer for Calcutta, the rcad being still dan-
gerous from bands of vebels. After a trip of exght
days we reached Calentta, and m a few days aftor
steamed out of the City of Palaces in the good
ship Jolin Bell, once move bound for old England

W,R B i(* ) 11
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