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HE * Ganges and + Burrampooter Rivers, together with
their numerous branches and adjunéts, mterfelt the

country of Bengal in fuch a yariety of direétions, as to form
the moft compleat and ealy nland navigation that can,be con-
ceived.  So equally and admirably diffufed are thofe natural
~ canals, over'ra country that approaches nearly to a perfeét planc,
that, after .exeepting the lands contiguous to Burdwan, Bir-
boom, &c.~ (which altogether do not conflitute a fsth part of

Bengal) we may fairly pronounce, that every other part of the
country has, even in the dry feafon, fome navigable flream

- within 25 miles at fartheft, and more commonly within a third

o

part of that diflance.
It is fuppofed, that this mnlend navigation gives conflant ems-

plnymenf*ﬂo 30,000 boatmen. Nor will 4t be wondered at,

wherr it is known, that all the falt, and ala ige, proportion of the
™

AR "The proper name of this tlver in the langungu of Iindooftan (ar Ingdoftan)
15. I’Hdda or Badda Tt is ulfo numed Buun.Gonga, or the Great Raver; and
~ Gﬂngﬂ, the River, by wiy ofeminence ; .uﬁ l:um this, doubtlefs, the Turopew

3

L

names of the river meé derived, "
+ ‘The m,thuglaphy of thia wourd, -13 givel ﬁem, 14 nﬂunrdlup to. the conumon
M

erumcmunn in qﬂngll buf %r ds faid to be writeen do the Sanful b u gunge,

lsrahmﬁ -pootar, w hich figuifiag the Sonm of %I-Ihm‘h
food
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tyod confumed by ten millions of pe&plc are conveyed by watet
within the kingdom of Bengal and 1ts dependencics.  To thefe
muft be added, the tran{port of the commerctal expo.ts and 1me

robably to the amount of two millions (erling per
of manufaélures and produdls through-

gy thenterchange
out the whole countiys e filheriess and the aiticle of tra-

‘V@Hiflg *, A .
" Thefe rivers, which 2 late jngenious pentleman aptly termed
fifters and rivals (he might have {aid tewin fifters, {rom t:hEz CON~
tiguity of their fpiings), exallly refemble each other n length -
of courfe : inbulk, untilLhey.amnmch e {ea s 1n the finooti-
1efs and colour of their waters 3 i the appulrabee of their
horders and iflands 3 and, ﬁn’ﬁlly,jh‘mtlm height to which their
foods rife with the periudi{:al rains.. Of the two, tle Burram-
pooter is the largefl 3 but the difference is not obvious taﬂthb*
¢ye, They ate noW well known to derive their {yurces from
he vaft mountains of Thibet 4 from whence they proceed-n
oppofite direclions the Ganges fecking the "pliins of Iine
dooftan (or Indoftan) by the weflt 3 and the Burrampooter by
tho coft 3 both parfuing the carly part of their cou r{e throughs
rugged vallies and defiles, and feldom vifiting, the habitations of
men. 'The Ganges, after wandering about 7 5o miles throvgh *

rhicfe mountainous reglons, flues forth a deity to the {uperfti=

r
A

poits, |

mﬁ:
ap F . My = 2 O
» ‘The embarkations -nace nfg of vaty in bulk fiom 180 tons dewn 10 the fize

of 4 wheny, Thofe fiom 30 10750 tons a6 1eckoned the moft chigible for

e
eyanfpotting merchandize. ”

4 Thefe are pongl the highe{l of~the monhtains of the old hwmj{phere.  Ju
was not able to detemine thelr height; butit may in fome meffule b guclied,
' by the ciicumftance of theit nfin conficerebly ahove the Fofizon, when viewed’

-

from the, plaiss of Bengdl, nt the diftaice of 130 milgs, .
timw,?



~

[

L

Ganges and Burrampooter Rivers. A

tious, yet gladdened, inhabitant of ITindooflan ¥, From lIurd-
war (ov HTutdoar) in ldtitude 30°, where it gufhes through an
opening in the mountaing, it flows with a [mooth navigable
{tream through delightful plaing during the remainder of its
courle to the fea (whl{,h is about 1350 miles) diffufing plenty
immediately by means of its living produélions ;. and fecoda-
rily by emiching the adjacent lands, and aflording an cadw
means of tran{port for the produéhons of its borders, In a
‘.mllltmy view, 1t opens 4 communication between the dliferent
pofts, and firves in the capacity of a mlrary way through the
country s renders unneceflary, the forming of mapazines; and
infinitely furpafles the celebrated mland navigation of North
Amcrica, where the carrying places 10t anly obfiruét the pro-
grefs of arf amy, but cnable the adverfary to determine his

“place and mode of attack with certainty.

Inits codrle through the plains, it reccivee eloven rivers, {ome
of which ate ,f‘(llhll to the Rbine, nad none {maller than the

't C
® The I‘tlm]mm accounnt of the ongn of the Ganges (as co Imuviested by

my leatned “and insentous fuend o, w, vovguien vov v, Tg.) s, thatat flows
a1t of the mut of Befch'n ¥ (fiom whoe, £y tawe b, ot g e v
Padd v, et word figwdyme foot in the St langu o) ane thit 1

~comic to the plains ol I ndoodn it p 9t g nommenfy toch Mapod like

1 Coyeshe ¢ ¢
Ihe allegory s laghly exp L lve of the vchont ton wiyeh the Iindoos hne fod
th el nougern; v dno ofs foof thew poati ude to the Author of Natie o
bellow 1 gt fop it didettbes tie Dlefing v {bHw ng pu ?‘I}Mfm n g bouuty and
good wis, n "
The vock before mentioned has, T hilieve, never been vifited by any Dudpean
i (d 15 even digval by mod of the avtives tbedr no refombhige 10 e obpd
{tom whence it w 2 teno ninatdd,  Tfowerer, 1w the efleéts of fpailition do aften
Iong furvise the ilhdofls thit guoe i Butly the 1oek dF covern f L nefeives the

-

. N \ 4
nane of Gopmonly, of Cow’sehen. .
™ R "
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Thames, befides as many others of leffer note. 1t 18 owing to
this vafl influx of flrcams, that the Ganges cxceeds the N1y {h
gieatly in point of magnitude, whlfl the latter DH(‘t:‘f‘d.q it in
length of courfe by one-third. Indeed, tho C?ax:tgca is inferior
in this laft refped, to many of the 1101'}:{1(‘1'11 rivers of Afia
though I am inclined to think that 1t L]ITCIEHJQELS as much oF
wave water than any of them, hecaule thole rivers E]O not lie
- limits of the peﬁt:iodicnl rains *. "
of thé Ganges 13, as may be fuppofed, very uncqual

width. From its firft arrivalin the plains at TTurd-

portonal lengths of comfe ¢ fone of the moll notud thversin the
m neatly by the follow ingnumbeis ¢ .
opean Rivels.

Thanes, - - X
Rhine, ” - 5
Danube, - - Y
Wolg, - - 3
(tic 11vel s -
indus, - . v 11:
) Tuphrates, " . g
Ganges, " . o}
Buniampootery " “ g
NouXian, ot Avy River, " 9}
Jennifea, . . {
Oby, - . o]
Antoor, : - X1
Lema, . . (i}
Hoanho (of Clina), “ 3%
Kian Keu (of ditto), - gl
1can 11vers 1
' Nilﬂ, - 9 " :, ! 1 33} N
erican rivers oL "’ )
Mjftifipi, " A g ©
Atnazons, " ap 313

* . war,



Ganges and Buarramposter Rrverse y

wir, to the conflux of the Jumnah (thie {1l river of note that
joins ity its bed s genetally flom a wile to a nule and a quarter
wide; and, compared wita the lader part of 1ts covdde, tolo
rably firaight  From hence, downward, its coule bocomes
more winding, and its bed confeque ly wider £, til, havog
alternately received the watces ot the Gogra, Soaid, and Gun-
duck, befides many (maller ftreams, its bed has attained its
full widt]i"; although, during the remaimng 6oo miles of it3
comfe it receives many other principal flreams,  Within this
{pace it is, in the narrowelt parts of its bed, hall® 4 mile w'de,
and in the wideft, thiee miless and that, in places whe e no
iflands intervene,  The fhealn within this bod 1 alwuys athes
increafing or decreafing, according to the feafon.  When at its
foweft (which bappens in April) the principal channel vaiics
fiom 400 yards to a milc and a quarter ; but 1s cmnmonly about
threc quartg1s of a mile. o
The Ganges 1s fordable i {ome plices above the conflux of
the Tumm“hjflmt the navigation is never ntarupted. Below
that, the “channel is of confidcrable depth, for the additional
{treatys lmng, a greater aceeflion of dcpth than width, At 500
miles from the fea, the channel 1s thurty feet deep ywhen the
_river s at its loweft; and 1t continues at leaft this depth to the
~fea, where the fudden expanfign of the (tream depiives it of the
force neceflary to fiveep away the lmrs of fand and mud thrown
acrols it‘ﬁBy the flrong {foutherly wipds ; A iu-xth'lt the principal
branch of the Gangcs cannot he ented by 111,(__9(, veflels.
_About 220 miles fiom the fea Chui 300 reckoning the winds
111gs of the nvm) conunences the head of ghe Ddlta of the
(“.111@@5, wirich 18 co”lhdembly more thag twine the areq of
'tlmt of the Nile. The twio m[tmumﬂ Pha‘mlws, ,nnmuk the

R e LR 1,

% Chis witl he Sxplaiied When the wind ugg of the slver are tieatod of,
Coflimbuzar
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Coffimbuzar and Jellinghy Rivers, unite and form what is

afierwards named the Hoogly River, which is the port of
Calcutta, and the only branch of the Ganges that is commonly

navigated by thips *. ‘The Coflimbuzar River is almofl dry

Y from anbei*”ta May 3 and the ]elhufghy River (although -a-

fheam runs in it the whole year) is in fom® years unnavigable
during two or*three of the dryeft months; fo that the only

{ubordinate branch of the Ganges, that 1s at all times navipga-
ltle, is the:Chundaalh River, which feparates at Moddapour,
ndl terminates in the Hooringotta,

"T'hat part of the Delta borduring on the {ea, s compofed of-
4 labyrinth of rivers and mecks, Al of which-are falt, except.

thf)fﬂ that immediately communicate with the principal arm
of the Ganges. This trafl, kvown by the nawe of the
Woods, or Sunderbunds, 15 insextent equal to the principality
of Wales; and 1s {o completedy enveloped in W‘O'EJLL., and in-
fefted with Tygers, that if any attempts have ever Deen made
to clear it (asis reported) they have hitherto mﬂiﬂfﬁtﬂ Its

pumcrous cahals are {fo difpofed as to {orm a compleat infand .

navigation thronghout and acrofs, the lower part of the Delta,
without either the delay of golng vound the head of it, or the

hazard of putting to fea. Here {alt, in gquantitics cual to tho .

whole confumption of Bepgal: ard uws dependencies, 15 made

"

¥ The Hoogly Riveip or wefternmoft branch of the Ganges, a1 much
deeper outlet to tha fet thd‘*.r;b\% puﬁqp’al beynehe  Probably this may Tn, OV 1 to
is prec pitating @ lefs quantnr ar 1;111(1 than the otler; the qumtlty ot the

Ganges avater difdhtnged here bang lefs than in the other w the piopoilion of ong,
a ix, Tron the difficult es that oce mn. nav gatig theenttance of he Ilunyly
:wer, many aie IEK{L 10 ﬂR]mﬁ., thae the chiviels are fiallow, » The ¢ flicolties,
hwexer, anfe fmm pnng 117 the thips aciofisfome of the finé- ks, Whigt pros
& fo " gl igtd the ﬁm, that the chanudls between thun ennot el y be tiaced.
rows without, -

+ anel

b |
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and tranfported with equal facility @ and hore alfo is found an
mexhatftible flore of cimber for boat-bulding.  The breadih
of the lower ]mrthuf' this Delta 1o uIJwauﬂh of 180 mﬂ{.:;; to
whicly,, 1f we add that of the two branches of the river that
bound 1t, we fhall have about 2ot miles for thg diflance to
which the Ganges e"r:pnnda its branches at its juniclion with the
fa. .1.

It has been obferved before, that the courfe of this 1iver, {rom
Flurdwar to the fen, 1s through an uniform plain, or, atleaft,
. what appears {uch to the eye: for, the declivity 18 much too
fmall to be perceptible. A fcﬁmn of the ground, parallel to
ane of its branches, 1 1ength 6 mites, was taken by arder of
Myr. masTings ;s and it was found to have about niue inches -
{cent in cach mile, reckening in a {hiaight line, and allowdnce
being made for the curvature of the carth,  But the wndings
of the river were fo great, as to reduce the declivity on whicl
the'water ran,, to lefs than four inches per nle t avd by a com-
parifon Dfthe velocity of the flreamat the place of evpomiont
with toatin other places, I bave no reafon to {uppoit, that it
ecneral defeent exceeds it *..

The medium vate of motion of the Ganges i 18 thn three
-miles an hour 18 the d vy months. In the wet fealo, and
duriug the deaning off” of the Watcrs from themnundated land.,,
the currgat runs from five to fix miles an hour; but there are
mftances of its running fuven, and evenici3ht miles, in parti-
cular (ituations, and under certain cuBumitances, 1 ]]M: an

. &
MR 1 govd anirn dovnd the defeeat of the river Amazons, wm o 8 wight

coarie ol ﬂmut 15&0 mrles, t8 be "lbmlt 1620 Lnglilh feet, ot 65 mches iy a nr e,
TF we atlow to1 th eey T tgs, it c'n?nﬂa ot nearly the ﬁhn., HaGuogre (wl ¢
watkds abous, 1y mule i thiee, tgilxing iy whole cotrfe t u‘g igh the phinm), namly,

about m:whu ¥ nﬂi:r "
experument
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cxjFiment of my ow1 o1 record, inwhich my bou was cars
ried £6 miles in cight hours; and that 1gain(t fo {1 ong ewind,
thot the boat had ev'dk ntly no ngluﬂivc motion lltlntgh the

water.
When we confider, that the ve.]{)city of the {lcanu iy three

miles in one 'lt..'\{(]l], and five or more i thfother, on the Laing
detcent of four inches per mile s and, that the motion of the
inundation is only halt o mile per hour, 01 4 much gt r
defeent 4 no further proof is required how {mall the proportion
of velocity is, that the dcfecent communicates, It 1. then, to
the impetus originating at the {pring head, or at the place
whare adventitiovs waters are pﬂuﬁ d in, and {aceetiively com-
to every patt of the flream, that we are pincipally
the velocity, which is greater or lefler, acgording to

y of water poured 1,
won, there s found on one fide of the rivegan almofl
bank, more or lefs clevated bove the {licam,
o the feafon, and with deep watcr nea 1i: e anid on
: fide a bank, fhelving away {0 gridy ally 15,10 occa-”
v waler at lome {hﬁaucc from the margm. 1 s 15
wlacly the cale in the moft windine paits of the
ufe the very operation of winding produces the
wlving banks # ¢ for the current is always s flrongefi
rnal fder of the curve fowmed by the fer pulww
he 1ivery and its continual allion on tht, banks

¢

[

i, that the feétion o A river, that winds tlum]gh a loofe fuifim
1y to ay obtufe a 1glucl tangle, one pf wlm{L figles s Onecal ly
pott oned togthe other two U=, DBut whegt § 1IVCL P&l Cveres n
fe, we fefhon becomes nearly® the half {if an cliphy divided
- o '

cither



Cranges and Burcampooter River o 11

either undermuines them ¥, or wathes them down, o places
wheres the cutrent 15 remarkably rapid, or the foil o n-
monly loofe, {uch tralls of land ae {wept away in the con e
of one {eafon, as would aftonifh thfe who hve not been cye-
witnefles to the mugnitwde and force of the 111whty {tica ny
occafioncd by the priiodical rams of the tropical u;_jmm. This
nec,eﬂauly produces a_gradual change in the courfe of the river;
what is Ibft on one fide being gained on the other, by the muc;}
operation of the ftrcam: for the fallen picces of the bpuk dif-
{folve quickly into muddy fand, wich 15 hunid away by the
current along the border of the channd to the point from
whence the river turns oft fo form the next reach, wheos the
fiream growing weak, it finds @ refting place, and hielpsto form
a fhelving, bank, which commences at the point, and exgones
downwards, along the ide of the fucceeding reach,

To accqunt for the flackneds of the current at the pownt, u
15 neceflu ® to oblerve, that the fhrongefl pavt of ity wllcad of
tumm@h&imxmund thie point, preferves for fome timae the dir e-
"tion given it by thelaft fteep bank, and is accordinigly thrown
obliquely acrofs the bed of the river to tac Iny on the oppof'tz
fide, ond ]'1111ﬁlt5 its covsfe along .t, till the mtavention of
anothier point again obhgcs it to change fides..

In thofe fuw parts of the giver that are firaight, the banks

undergo the leafl alteragon +, as the cureent 1uns parallel to
o, *

» Thvthe N {Lien fome ofs thefe bnks ar> moig tlthn g0 feet luph, and often
fall conn ]m.u,s of miny tons weight, wmd omafion fo fvd tnand v olent 1w
agitat on of the wate®, as fumet mes to fink huge boits that hipper 10 be nep
P
the the' e, , " o

+ Ik 1 W ore thy probgle, that the fia’ght patis owe tiwen exittence to (e
tenacity of the foil ©f which tlwu *hanks ale comppdfeds Whetever the caufe

may be, tlm effect very rlemlv pmutq out fush ﬁtlm%mns a5 the propactt for

r ’ .
placing towns £ " .

]

them e

’ ¥
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them s but the leafl mfleébon of courle has the CA of throws
419 the current againdl the bank s and i this happar P a pat
whare the il is compoled of loofe fand, 1t produces m thime a
{orpentine wiiling.

It is evident, that the vepeated addittons maceto t1 [h CIng
hank before mentioned, become in time an cne ochmetn on
the channel of the iiver; and thisis again conuter bolar cod by
the depredations made on _the oppofite fteep bnk, the frag-~

ments of which, cither bring about a repet tion of 1 reums
Nanccs above recited, o1 forma bank or (hallow 1o the m'dit of
the channel.  Thus a fteep and a {helving ban’ : ve altcrnately
formed in the crooked parts of the vive: (the feep one Ining,
the wdinted ﬁﬂc, and the ﬂmlving one the ﬁrqfr‘,!fﬁf*g*/; 2 1
thus; a coutinval ludluation of courle 15 wduced n all the
winding patts of the river; cach muanda having a porpetunld
tendency to deviate more and moef-on the line of the pe ol
conrfe of the river, by eating decpemto tw bays, and at the
fime time adding” to the polats, Gl cithae thie opps #e hays
mest, or the flrcaumn bieaks th ough the narrow thmus, and
reflores atemporary ftratglitefs ro the channel.

Seg%g{_}lheﬁjufﬁuga of the Ganpe, cnd its brine wes g0

fafl approaching to this ftates and in others, ita@ually exifts at
prefent. The expetience of thefe® vmges thoull operate againft
attemptiag canals 6F any lenarh, inatl higher parts of the
¢3Unty, and I mueh doubt, if any in the lowcr parts would
long Tommurmvigible.” During cleven yoars of my refidenee |
+ 'ilTBE}'igfl,ﬂ F}?E“?iﬁ“tfei' m*: head of the Jolling by River wag I,
f}uﬂﬂ:‘if 1:&1'103{%1 th E‘:‘éhqmu‘t:crq“nf a mile farther downe. and by
two fmveys of a pyrt of the adjacent bank cof the -Ganges,
taken about the diftince of ning years froer cach othe , it o
peared that thebreadih of an Lnglith mile ;nufgglmlf had been

. takon
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(anges and Bartampooter Rivers® '3

taken away. This is, however, the moft rapid change that 1
have noticed 3 a mile in ten cr twelve years being the ufual
rate of incroachument, in places where the current ftrikes with
the pgreateft force, namely, where two adjoining reaches ap-
proach neareft to a tight angle, In fuch fituationsit not unfre-
quently excavates Fulfs * of confiderable length within the
bank. 'Thefegulfsare in the dircétion of the ftrangeft parts of
the ftrearh ; and are, in fac, the young fboots (if I may fo exprefs
myfelf) which in time firike out and become brancheg of the
viver; for we generally find them at thofe tutnings that have
the {malleft angles 4.

T'wo caufes, widely differ¥nt from cach other, occafion the
meandering courfes of rivers} the one, the trregularity of the
ground through whicly they run, which obliges them tp
wander in queft of a declivity § the othery the lvofenefs of
the foil, which yields to the {ii@ion of the border of the
ftream,  "T'he meanders m the firft cafe, are, of courfe, as
digreflixg and irregular as the furface they are proje€led
‘ont but, in the Iatter, they are fo far reducille to rule,
that rivers of unequal bulk will, under fimilar ciccumilances,
take a circuit to wind 11, whole extent is in proportion
to their refpetive breadths: for I have aobferved, that

L |
* The Count ne nurrow Wdvifes the digg ag of ﬁ;lch gulfs 1 the banke of
a L] ] h L] 4
pidinary tavgrs, with a view to divert the cmrent, when biidges of other build.

1]

ings are endangered by it, :
‘ *
4 ‘The courfes of thefe bianches at the efflux, genetally, if notalways, becone

tetrog ade to the covife of the tivet o for, a fund bunk aceamulanng at the wpper

"point ol fepiation, givesyan oblique di etion upw uds, to the ftream, wh'ch would
h ’ + rri H 1

nth&:twnfc 1o outett nght sogles, ‘This find banke being alwiys on the inerenis,

oceafiohs a cottofin of the oppofite Mank  and by this means all, ot mofl of tl e
»

outlers hive a progredive motion downwards 3 ax X nave hefore temarked of the
] L4 " (] . *
Jellinghy Rivers 1w the foregomg prges . &} o ¥

. when
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when a branch of the Ganges is fallen {o low .as to occupy
only a part of its bed, 1t no longer continues in the line of jts
old coutfe s but works itfelf a now chanucd, which wind, from
fide to fide acrofs the former one. 1 have obferved too, that in
two ftreams, of cqual fize, that which has the floweft cur-
ront has alfo the fmalleft windings: foras thefe (in the prefent
mfa) jre {olely owing to the depredations made on tlu:: banks
by the force of the current ; fo the extent of theft deledﬂ“
tions, ery in other words, the dimenfions of the windings, will
be determined by the degree of force alting on the banks.
e windings of the Ganges 1 the plains, are, doubtlefs,
o the loofenefs of the foif: and (I think) the proof of
it they are perpetually changing  which thofe, origi-
luced by an inequality of furface, can {cldom, or never

eafily {uppofe, that if the Ganges was turned into a
canal, cut throngh the ground it now traverfes in the
nding parts of its courfe, its Q-aightnefs would la
duration. Some yielding part of the bank, or thaf
wppened to be the moft {trongly Qed on, would firft
ed or diffolved ¢ thusa bay or cavity would be {ormed
le of the bank. ‘This begets an infledtion of the curs
ch, falling obliquely on the fide of the bay, corredes
mtly,  When the current has pafled the inncamoft
the bay, it reccives a new direQion, and is thrown

£
+ been remarked, that the courfes of rivers hecome more wind’ag ae
ch the fea.  This, 1 bel’ we, will only hold gﬂml in fuch o etke t™a
f their courfo thiengh a Tady foil, In the (Ganges, and othet tivehs
ofifiderable varjutions ine the bulk of their lrentpe, the bofl marks of
+of the fea a'e, the lownafs of the T bunka, s the et saling
£ the fhallowsn ite bedl, g "

"

Jliquely
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ebliquely towards the oppofite fide of the canal, depofiting in
its way the matter excavated from the bay, and which beging
to form a fhallow or bank contiguous to the border of the eapgl,
Here then 1s the origin of {uch windings as owe their exiftence
rfo the nature of the foil. The bay, {o corroded, in time be-
comes large enough to give a new diieétion to the body of the
canal : gnd the matter exeavated from the bay is fo difpofed as
to aflitt in throwing the current againft the oppofite baitk,
where a procefs, fimitar to that 1 have been deferibing,» will be
begun.

The allion of the current on the bank will alfo have the
effet of decpening the border of the chumel nearit; and this
again increafes the velocity of the current in that part, Thus
would the-canal gradually takea new form, till it became shar
the river now is.  Lven when the windiigs have lefitned the
defcent one half, we Qll find the current too powerful for the
banks to W'ithﬁaud it

Thers,are ot wammg tnflances of a total changu of courte
in {fome of the Bengal rivers®.  The Cofa River (cqual to the
Rhine) once ran by Purneah, and joined the Ganges oppofitel
Rajemal.  Its janflion 1s now 45 miles higher up.  Gou, the
ancient capital of Bengal, ftood on the banks of the Gianges.

Appearanees favour very <flrongly the opinion, that the
Ganges had its former bed in the traék tow oceupiced by the
lakes ﬂl’ld morafles between Nattorg and Jafliergunge, fhiking
out of its prefent courfe at Bauleah, amd pafling by Pootyah,
With an equal degree of probability (favoured by traditiof) we
rmy trace*its fuppcﬂet | courfe b byslJacca, to a junélion with the
]31.111*'1mpoatm or Mepta ngaw I'ringybazar ; where the accumun-

- ]5. |
* The ‘\fﬂﬂfuﬂ Lake 1s ong of the windipgs. of a Fuum:; chnnel of the Qof.
fi nhuza anr. ) PR

"
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lation of two fuch mighty ftreams probably {cooped out the
prefent amazing bed of the Mcpna *, '

In tracing the fea coalt of the Delta, we find no lefs than
eight openings 3 each of which, witlmuti hefitation, one proe
nounces to have been in its tine the principal mouth of the
Ganges. Nor 15 the oceafional deviation of the principal branch,
probably, the otly cavfe of fluéluacion i the clin'i(';:uﬁ(i;}s of the
Delta., One obférves, that the Deltas of capital rivers (the
tropical. ones paiticularly) encroach upon the fea,  Now, is
not this owing to the mud and {and brought down by the rivers,
and ' gradually depofited, from the remote(t ages down to the
prefent time ! Therivers, weknow, are loaded with mud and
fand at thetr entrance into the {eay and we allo know, that the
fea wecovers its tranfparency at the diffance of twenty leagucs
from therconft 5 which can only mife fiom the waters having
precipitated theit earthy patticles within that {pacé, , '['e fand
and, mud banks at this time, extend twenty miles oftf fome of
theiflands in the mouths of the Ganges and Buriampogter 3 and
i many places rife within a {ow feet of the {urface, Somé
future generation will probably fee thefe banks rife above water,
and fucceeding ones poffels and cultivate them | Next to earth<
quakes, perhaps the floods .of the tropical rivers produce the
quickefb alterdtions in the face of our globe, Bxtenfive lands
aré formed in the channel of the Gaapes, during 4 period far
fhort of .that of 2 man’s lifa; fo that the whole pi’*&:ﬁ:ﬁs lies

& i o

* Megna and Burrampooter are names belonging to the fame niver in di Torent
pattd of its conife, 'Thé Megna falls Mto the Burrampobier ; and, thaugh o meh
fmallet mver, communscates its pome o the ofher during the relt of hs

d I & ~ +

£

cotifes ¢
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within the compafs of his obfervation ¥, Some of thefe iflands,
four or five miles in extent, are formed at the angular turnings
of the river, and werc originally large {and banks thrown up
round the points (in the manner before defcribed) but after-
wards infulated by breaches of the river, Others are formed
in the firaight parts of the river, and in the middle of the
{tream; and owe their origin to fome cbftruétion lurking at the
bottom. ~ Whether this be the fragments of the river bank; a
large tree fwept down fromit; or a {unken boat s 1t 15 fufficient:
for a foundation+ anda heap of fand 1s quickly collefled helow
it. ‘This accurnnlates amazingly faft: in the coutle of a fow
vears it peeps above water, Md having now ulurped a confix
derable portion of the.channel, the rivgr borrows on cach fide
to fupply the deficiency jn its bed; and in fuch parts of athe
rivar we always find fieep banks on both fides 4. Each periodi-
cal flood brings an addition of matter to this growing illand ;
increafing 1t in height as well as extenlion, until its top 15 pein
fe€lly ou a level with the banks that include it; and at thac
period of its growth 1t ‘has mould enough on it for the pure
pofes of cultivationy which is owing to the mud left on it when
the waters {fubfide, and is indeed a part of the ceconomy which
nature oblerves in fertiizing the lands 1 general.
- Whillt the river is forming new illands in one part, it is
{weeping away old ones du other parts, Tnethe pragefs of this
deftru@ivé operation, we have opportunities of obferving, by
means of tlte fections of the falling lynk, the regular diftri-

& % A:c,quliglgly, the, Igws fefpeding slluvion e nfegrtaingd with grunt pre
cAGon, » N I h

+ ‘This evidentdy points out the mcans for presenting encroichments on 1
river bauk ia the flu s ght pasts of ite cowf, wa to remove the Mallows I, the
, sniddle of Ita clmnnel,

bution,
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bution of the feveral flrata of fand and carths, lying above
one another in the order in which they deercafe in giavity, Ag
they can ounly owe this difpofition to the agensy of the flycan
that dcpo fired them, it would ¢ 1ppm‘lf, that thefe fubftances ae
{ufpended at different he:ghts in the fiream, accor ding to theip
refpedtive pravities, We never find a {tratam of {’:Mtll under
sne of fand s for the muddy particles float neareft the furface »,
I have counted feven diftip& ftrata it a feion of onc of theft
ilands: Indeed, not only the iflands, but moft of the river
't yeart the {ame appeatanee: for as the rnwver iy always
19 its prefent bed, and velgmg towards the fite of fome
oijt: now obliterated, this muft eceflarily be the eafe.
t ﬁmng prefumptive proof of the wandering of the
fiom the one fide of the Delta to the other, T mufl obe
hat there 1s no appearvance of wirgin carth between the
v [ills on the eafl, and the pr{mucm of Burdwan on the
0 on the neith till we arrive 1w Dacea and Bauleal,
tho {eflions of the numerous creeks and rivess in the
nothing appears but fand and black mould i regular
tilh we arrive at the clay that forms the lower part of
eds. There is not any {ubflance fo comfe as pravel
n the Delta or nearer the {ea than 400 miles 4, wherea
omt, a part of the bafe of the neighbouring ludls, pro-
to the river? but out of the vicinity of the great rivers

s erther red, yellow, or of adeep brovwi
P

glqi‘s of water trken out of the Gunges, when at its heipht, yields :;lmuf
in fom of mud, No wendey then tht the fubfiding waters fioukd
forn a fratim of earth; o1 thag the Dylta fhould ‘ghexo eh npon the

Qudahity, # ;
¥ come

0,
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.+ 1 come now to the particulars of the annual {welling and

overflowing of the Ganges #,
It appears to owe its increafc as much to the rain water that

falls in the mountains contiguovs to its foarce, and to the
fources of the great notthern riveis that fall into1t, as to that
which falls in the plains of Hindooftan; for it rifes fiftcen {eet

an'd a half out of thirty-two (the fum total of its rifing) by the
fatter end of ]une* and it is well known, that the rainy {feafon
does not begin in moft of the flat catlntries till about that time.

In the mountains it begins early in 4 April 3 and by the latter
“end of that month, when the rain-water has reached Bengal,
the tivers begin to 1ife,, but by very flow degreess for the in-
creafe is only about an inch per day for the ficft fortnight. It
then gradually augments to two and three inches before gny

* An op'nion has long previiled, that the fivell'ng of the Ganges, piuvious to
the co nmeneement of the runy feafon in the {11t conatries, is 11 a gicat neafne
owing to the melting of the fiow m the monstsing. 1 will not go fo fut v e tal y
to difallow Elﬁ fat; but can by no ncins {uppofe, that the 41 nog of How
water beats any proportion tq the wncieafe ¢ f the rives. .

+ The vaft colleét'on of vapours, w Weed Lo the fea by th¢ Ptterly o
fouth-weft monfoon, are fuddenly fopped by thelofty tidge of nountane it rin s
fiom eaflt to welt thiongh Thibet, It 15 obyv oue, th t the accunulition and con.
denfation of thefe vapours, muft filft happeain the neigibomhood of tae ofticle;
and fucceflively in places mote remote,, a8 {refh fupphes atnve to i} the 1tmg-
fpherﬂ Flence the pnority of %ummunncmcnt of the rawy fenfon in phees that
lie nedreft the, motats ing,

All the rwens that are fitnated within the 1intie of the monfoons, or {luftug
teade winds, ae fubject to overflowings at nmwmily flared penods, hke tle
Gangess and thefe petiods 1etwrn duting the {efon of the foutherly wind, th ¢
Hling the only wind whiclybiirgs vapours from the feay and this he ng paiedie.
the falls of 1ain mudt neceflarily be fo too.

'The northerly wind, which blnwa'ﬂ ly over the land, 15 dry s for no 111
{exeept ¢1fllﬂl flwowvers) fallg duting the continuunce of that menfoon,

quantity
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quantity of rain falls in the flat countdes 3 and when the ramn
becomes general, the increafe on a medium 15 five inches por
day By the latter end of July all the lower parts of Bengal,
contiguous to the Ganges and Burrampooter, are overflowed,
and form an inundation of more than a hundred miles in width ;
nothing appearing but villages and trees, *excepting very racely
the top of an elevated fpot (the artificial mound of fome de-
{erted village) : '1ppe'umg l11~..e an ifland,

The inundations in Bengal differ from thofe in Egypt in this
particular, that the Nile owes its floods entirely 1o the rain-
water that falls in the mountains nearits fource; but the tnu 1»
dations 1n Bengal a.e as much dccafioned by the riin that fulls
there, as by the waters of the Ganges; and as a proof of it, the
lards in general are oveiflowed to a_confiderable height long
before the bed of theriver 1s illed, It muft he remarked, that
the ground adjacent to the river bank, to the extent of feme:
miles, is confiderably highor than the 1efl of tlie counts y ¥,
and ferves to fep*umﬁ the waters of the inundation fyom thofe
of the river until 1t overflows, This high ground is in fome
feafons covered a foot or more ; but the height of the inunda-
tion within, varies, of courfe, accocding to the irregularitics of
the ground, and is 1n fome places twelve {cet.

Even when the inundation becomes general, the river il
thews itfelf, as well by the grafs and reeds on its bnnks, as by
1ts npid and muddy ftream ; for the water of the ‘tnundation
acquires a blackith bgie, by having been fo long I’mgnmlt

* This property of the bank is well accounted foi by Cuunt sueroN, who
1nputes 1t to the piee pitat 09 of mitd wde by thL WaLC s i;f thﬁ IIVEIJ W hen b
we flows, The nnadation, fays *he, pumfies Lthlf as it flowg over the plam; fo
that the precipitation wmult be g extet on the"puts peweft Lo the mmgin of the

)
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nmongfl grafs and other vegetables: nor docs 1t ever lofe this
tinge, whichis a proof of the predominancy of the rain wates
over that.of the rvers as the {low rate of motion of the inun-
dation (which does not excced half a mile perr hour) 1s of the
remarkable flatnefs of the countiy,

There e particular tradts of land, which, from'the natu e
of their.culture, and {pecies of produttions, require lefs moif-
ture than otheis; and yct, by the lownefs of their {ituation,
would remain too long inundated, were they not gaarded by
dikes or danis, {rom {o copious an inundation as would other-
wife happen from the great clovation of the furfuce of the tiver
above them. Thefe dikes aré kept up at an enormous expence ;
atid yct do not always fucceed, forwant of tenacity in the {oik
of which they are compefed. "

During the {woln flate of the river, the tide totally lofes it
et of cqpmteradting the ftream 5 and in a great meafure that
of thbing andflowing, except very ncar the feéa, * It is not un-
common: for a flrong Wmd that bloss up the vivet for any cotis
tiivwnee, to fvell the waters two {eet above the {JlLIIINIV level
at that feafon : and {uch acéidents Have oceafioned the lofs of
whaole crops of viee ¥ A very l'1":1g;11::;11 event ]‘1"11"}1‘!(‘[1{‘(1 ar
[uckipour | ir 1463, by a ftrong gale of wind confpiting with
a lugh {piing tide, at It‘lf{}ﬂ when the pumdlcal Hood was
withiy g, {oot a3d half o its higheft pitch.® It 1s faid that the

waters roft {ix feet above the ordinary levels  Certain it is, that

*
* The vice T {peak of is of a pacticular hndy for the gtowth of ts flalk

ﬁcmpa pace wigh the incregfe of the flood at ordmary t mes, bt is dadbioyed by a
too fudden vife of ehe water, ,T'he havell 15 oftenreaped 1w bowd,  The ¢ s 1dfo
a kind of ginf which overtops the #food m’the {an ¢ manner, and 1t 1 Gl
dutunee bas the appeatance of 4 fiele, of the tio n Lverdae.
4 s place is ficunted about fi iy milyg from e o,

- D the

* *
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the inhabitants of a confiderable diflridl, with thelr houfcs and
cattle, weie totally {fwept away; and, to aggravate their dif-
trefs, it happened in a part of the countiy which {carce pro-
duces a fingle trez for a drowning man toefeape to.

Embarkations of every kind traverfe the inundation: thofa
bound upwards, availing themfelves of a dire@ courf and ﬂlll
water, at afeafon when every {tream ruthes like a torient, L he
wind teo, which at this fegfon blows regubuly from the fouth-
calt ¥, favours their progrefs; infomuch, that a voyage, which
takes up nine or ten days by the courfe of the river when con-
fined within its banks, is now effeted n fix, ITufbandry and
grazing aie both fufpended; and the peafant traverfes in his
boat, thofe fields which n another feafon he was wont to
plow; happy that the elevated fite qf the river banks place
the herbage they contain, within his reach, otherwite his cattle
muft perilh. ...

The following is a table of the gradual incrcafe of the
Ganges and 1ts branches, according to. obiervations made ar;

Jellinghy and Dacca. *

At Jellinghy. At Dacca,
* It, In, te In,
In May 1t rofe -~ "0 o 2 4
June - . -« " 9 6 4 0
Juy  « 7 -« 2 % [ ¢
In the firft half of Augult 4 o 1 I}
* o —— pri—
32 0 14 3

. ‘ oo

* Although in the gulf o1 bay of Beng¥ the monfoon blows flom the $.3.W,
and § W. yetin the cattern and northern pu e uf Bougal it blows ﬁmn the §. 1.

or }: b.l:.
Thefe
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"T'hefe obfervations swvete made in o {feafon, when the waters
" wie rather higher than ufealy {o thar we may take 31 feet Lot
the medinm of the inereafe,

‘The inundation 1~ nearly at a ftand for fome days preceding
the middle of Auguft, when it begias to run offs {or although
areat quantities of 1amn fall in the flat countries, dunng Auguft
and Scptgmber, yet, by a partial ceflation of the rains m the
mountains, there happens a defictengy 1n the fupplics neceflary
to keep up the inundation v The quantity of the daily de-

.creafle of the river 1s necarly in the following propoition :
du-ing the latter half of Au’guﬂ and all September, from
three to four inches 3y from September ta the end of Novembe -,
it pradually leffens from threc inchzs to an inch and a half ;
and f1lom November to the latter end of April, it is only Dalf
an inch per day at a medium,  Thele proportions muft be un-
detltoad tostchite to fuch pats of the tiver as are femovdd
fiom the influgnce of the tidess; of which more witl be: {hid
by and by. ‘The decreafe of the mundation does not always
keep pace with that of the river, by reafon of the heipht of
the banks ; but after the beginning of O8Qober, when the ain
has nearly ceafed, the remainder of the inundation goes ofl
quickly by evaporation, leaving the fands highly manured, and
1n o {rate fif to tecelve th; feed, after the fimple opetation of

]

plowing .,
Theie is a circum{tance attending the increafe of the Ganges,

and svhich, lbf.:llwa,, 1s little known v attended to; becaufe

few people have made experiments on the heights to which the
3 ‘ ‘

¥ T hive Qated ?}tc micld ¢ &f &nguﬁ for tle pertod shen the w (ors heg a to
run oft3 q1d m g;f:uuuﬂ it hppens with more tegulatity than the viaffiow os uF tle
fuifons dowe But there me exeeptions to 1t for in the yenr 1971 the ineny wept

up for near amonth after the uiraltine, o y
1) 2 petiodical
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periodical flood 1ifes in different places. The circumftance I
Alude to, is, the difference of the quantity of the mercaic (as
exprefled in the foregoing tabld) i places mote or lefs 1emnote
from the fea. It 1s a fa&, confirmed by repeated expe I nents,
that {rom about the place where the tide commences, to the fia,
the height of the periodical increafe duminifhes gradually, until
it totally difappears at the point of confluence. Indeed, this is
perfe@ly conformable to the known laws of fluids: the Ocean
preferves the fame level at all feafons (under fimilar circum-
ftances of tide) and neceffartly influences the level of all the
waters that communicate with it, anlefs precipitated 1n the form
of a catara& Could we {uppofe, for a moment, that the -
creafed column of water, of g1 feet perpendicular, was conti-
nued all the way to the {ea, by fothe preternatural agency :
whenever that agency was removed, the head of the column
would diffufe itfelf over the Ocean, and the remngining parts
would follow, from as far back as the influence of the Qcean:
extended ; forming a flope, whofe perpendicular height would
be g1 feet, This is the precife frate in which we find i, At
the point of junétion with the fea, the height s the fame: in
both {ealons at equal times of the tide. At Lackipour there
is a difference of about fix fect between the heights in the dif-
ferent feafons 3 at Dacca, and pl‘wc% adjacent, 143 and near
Cuftee, 31 feet. Flere then is a regular flope; for thendillanees
between the places bear a proportion to the refpedive heights..,
This flope mofl add fo the rapidity of the ftream; for, fup-
pofing the defeent to have been originally four inches per miles
this will increale it to About {ive and an half, &uftee is about
240 miles fom, the fea, by thé courfe of the river; and the
burface of the river there, during the iy feafon, is ahout 8o

fof
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feet above the level of the fea at lugh water®.  Thus far docs
the Ocean manifefl 1ts dominion i both feafons : in the one by
the ¢bbing and flowing of 1its tides; and m the other by de-
prefling the peutodical flood, till the {urface of it coincides as
nearly wirh its own, as the defcent of the channcl of the 1iver
will adinit +,

Similar cirvcumftances take place in the Jellinghy, Hoogly,
and Burrampooter Rivers; and, I fuppofe, i all others that
are fubjedl cither to periodical or occafional {fwellings.

Not only does the flood diminifh near the {ea, but the river
banks diminith 1 the {fame pl;opcrtion; {o that in the dry {ca-
fon the height of the periodical flood may be known by that.
of the bank..

[ am aware of an obje&tion that may be made to the abbve
folution ; which 1s, that the lownefe of the banks wm places
near the feay 15 the teue redon why the floods do not attain {o
confiderable a height, as in places farther removed fiom it, and
where the banks ave high; for that the river, wanting a banlk
to confine 1t, dilfufes itfelf aver the {urface of the country, In

¥ The tides in the River Amazons are perceptible at Goo miles ahove 1t3
miouch ; Hue ac an elevicon of omy go fu,r:, according to M, o1 conpavgnn, It
emans to be told what the ftate of the twver wis at the tune of nak ng the
“expernment ; becanfe the hnd-floods have the efledt of fhorrenmyg the limits of the
tide’s way, | 3 K

+ The C‘mmt pi nurrow has flightly mentioned this civeu nftwee attending
the fselling of rivers; but imputes it to the uwwurfﬂd velocity of the cutent, as
the 1iver approaches the feas whiel, fays he, camles oft the wuncanon fo
Miigh, a3 to ’Lb'ltﬂ its Iwig,hh Now (with ll%; utimoft defetence Lo fo gieat an
puthority} [ could pever pcf‘wwu, that the cunient, either m the Ganges, or any
other 1iver, was flrgnger near the ferpthan at a diflance from b, Bver if ne
admit an acceleration of the cuuent duung the ebb tide, the flux rotards it m {o
confiderabld a dagree, as 4t leafl* to counter balan = the cffofts prodicel by the
temporary increalte af velocity,

i
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anfiwer to this, T fhallobftrve, th t it is proved by cxperinent,
that at any given tume, the quantity of the increafc in dificrent
p]nfces, heais a Juf’t proportion to the {fum total of the incraﬁﬁ‘
in each place refpeétively 1 or, in other words, that when the
viver has rifen three feet at Dacca, where the whole rifing, is
about 14 feet; it will have rofe upwards of fix f{cet and, a
half at Cuftee, where1t rifes 31 fect 1 all )

The quantity of waten difcharged Dy the Ganges, 1n one
fecond of time, during the dry {cafon, is 8o,000 cubic feet;
but in the place where the experiment was made, the river, -
when full, has thrice the volume of water in it 3 and its mo-
r.on is alfo accelerated in the proportion of 5 to 3: {o that rhe
quantity difcharged in a {ceond at that feafon is 402,000 cubic
feet, 1f we take the medium the wltole year through, it will

be nearly 180,0¢0 cubic fect in a fecond,

smborpirerpm A AP it

-,

THL Burramrpooter, which has its fowce front the oppolite
fide of the fame mountains that give nfe to the Ganges, fi 1
takes its courfe eaftward (or dircllly oppohte to that of the
Ganges) through the wountiy of Tlubet, where it 15 named
Sanpoo or Zanciv, which bears the fame interpretation as the
Gonga of Hindooftan : namely, the Biver, The courle of it
thiough Thibet, as given by Father pv nanbe, and formed
into a map by Mr, p'anviLre, though futhcient]y exad for
the puipofes of general geography, is not particular enough to
afcertain the precife lengthyof its courfe  After winding witle
a rapid current tl rough Tlaibst, 1t wathes the boeder of the ter
ritory of Lafla (in wiucl is the refidence of the grand Lama)
and then deviating from an eafl to a {outh-eafl courte, it ap-

proaches within 220 miles of Yunan, the wefterumoft proviuce
"" " at

+ »
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of China. Iere it appears, as 1f undetermined whether to
artempt a paflage to the {ga by the Gult of Siam, o1 by that of
Bengal; but feemingly determining on the latter, it turns fud-
denly to the wefll thiougn Aflam, and entas Dengal on tr e
north-ealt I have not been able to learn the exadt place where
it changes 1ts name 3~ but as the people of Aflam call 1t Burs
rampoot, 1t would appear, that it takes this name on its entcr-
Ing Aflam, After its entiy into Bengal, 1t makes a circuit
round the weflern point of the Gairow Mountains; aid then,

altering 1ts conrfe to fouth, it macets the Ganges about 4o miles

fiom the fea.
Father v maLpe exprefles diis doubts concerning the courfa

that the Satipoo takes after leaving "I'hibet, and only fuppofes
gencrally thatit fallsinto the gulf of Bengal. M, p’anving g,
his geographer, with great rcafon fuppofed the Sanpoo ond
Ava River to be the fame: and 1n this he wao jull ficd by the
information which his matetials afforded him ¢ for the Durtams-
pooter was repiefented to hin, as onc of the infenor flrcams
that contributed its waterg  the Ganges, and not as its equal
or {uperior ; and this was tufficient to dire&t his 1elcarches, after
the mouth of the Sanpoo River, to fome other quaiter. The
Ava Kiver, as well from 1ts bulk, as the bent of 1ts comfc for
fome hundred miles above 1ts mouth, appeared to hun to be a
continuation of the riverain queltion: and it was accordingly
defcribed “as fuch in his maps, the authority of which was
jultly efleemed as decifives and, ull the year 176 @ the Buor-
rampooter, asa capital river, was unknown in Europe.

" On tracing this iverin 1765, T was no lefs furpiized, at find-
ing it rather larfrer thansthe Ganges, fhan at its courfe previous
to its entering Bengal, This I found to be fiom the call;

although™all the former* accounts reprcfented it as from the
- nottii s
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north: and this unexpe@ed difcovery foon led to cuquities,
which furnifhed me with an account of its generpl courfe to
within 160 miles of the place where pu marne left the San-
poo, I could no longer doubt, that the Bunampooter and
Sanpoo wete one and the fame river: and to this was added the
poﬁtwe affurances of the Aflamers, ¢ That their river CJme
“ from the north-weft, through the Bootan mountans.”  And
to place it beyond a doubt, that the Sanpoo River 1s not the fame
with the river of Ava, but that this lafl is the great Neu Kian
of Yunan; Ihave in my pofleflion a manufcript draught of the
Ava River, to within 150 miles of tlie place where pU narDr
leaves the Nou Kian, in its courfe towards Ava; together with
very authentic information that this river (named Irabattey by
the people of Ava) is navigable from the city of Ava into the
province of Yunan yu China *,

The Burrampooter, during a courfe of oo miles through
Bengal, bears {o intimate o refemblance to the Ganges, excupt
in onc particular, that ove defeription may ferve for both, "T'he
exception I mean 13, that, duiing the It 60 miles before its
junion with the Ganges, it forms a flrenm which 15 regulaily
from four to five miles wide, aad but for its Cofhnefs mi{“ [yt
pafs for an arm of the fea, * Common defeription {ails ip an
attempt to convey an alequate uim}‘ of the grandeur of thiy

magutficent objc& for, o
: " Searce the mufe
Dares flretch her wihg o'er this cnormous mafs
Of rufhing water ; to whole dread expant,
Countinuous depth, and wond'rous lf;_;lg,al of cout f¢,

2 i
* The courfes ¢f the Burampooter and Goanges, ns well a3 thit of the Ava
River from Yunan € the fed; wall ﬂmtiy be dlferibed in a large fhcet mep of

Hindooftan,
Qur _
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Our floods are rills remesmmeme
Thus pouring on, it proudly feeks the deep,
Whote vanquith'd tide, recoiling {rom the thock,

Xields to this hquid weight
~ TIIOMSON's Seafons,

Jeguialieerera.b bt

I have already endcavoured to account for the fingular breadth
of the Megna, by fuppofing that the Ganges once joined it
where the Ifamutty now does; and that their joint waters
fcooped out its prefent bed.  The prefent junétion of thefo two
mighty rivers below Lckipdur, produces a body of running
frefh water, hardly to Le equalled in the old hemiiphe e, and,
perhaps, not exceeded in_the new. It now forms a gulf inter-
{perfed with iflands, fome of which rival, in fize and fertility,
our Ifle of Wight., The watcr at ordinary times 15 hardly
brackith at fhe extremitios of thete iflands; and, i the 1any
{eafon, the fea (orat leaft the furface of 1) 18 pmfc&]y frefh to

the diftance of many leagues out.,
The Bore (which 1s known to be a fudden and abtupt influx

of the tideinto ariver or narrow ftrait) pievatls in the principal
branches of the Ganges, and in.the Megna; but the Hooply
Rivér, and the paflages between the iflands and fands fituated in
the gulf, formed by the @nfluence of the Ganges and Megna,
are more {ubjed to it than the other rivers, This may be
owing partlys to their having greater embouchures 1n propo t on
to their chhnnels, than the others have, by which means 1
ldrger propertion of stide 18 forced. through a paflage compara-
tively fmaller; dnd paitly, to theie b ng po capital openings near
them, to draw off any confideratle poition of the accomuhting
tide. Inthe Hoogly or Chleutta Rjver, the Bere commences at
Hoogly Point (ehe place where the river fift contradls itfelf)

I atid]

ot
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nd is perceptible above Hoogly "Town ; and fo quick i3 its
Lotion, that it hardly cmploys four hours in travelling fiom
sne to the other, although the diftance is near 70 miles. At
Calcutta, it fometimes sceafions an inftantaneous vife of five
tect : and both here, nd in every other patt of its track, the
boats, on its approach, ‘mmediately quit the fhote, and mike
for {afety to the middle of the river, )

In the channels, between the lands in the mouth of the
Megna, &c. the height of the Bore '« faid to exceed twelve feet 3

nd is o terrific n its appearance and dangerous 1n its confe-
that no boat will venture to pafs at {pring tide. After
paft the iflands, no veflige of a Bore 18 {cety,

which may be owing to the great width of the Megna, in com-
parifon with the paflages betwecen he iflands 3 but the cleds
"¢ 1o avmoiible  enough by the fudden vifing of the tides.

quences,
the tide is fairly
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than may be neceflary to conned together what has pafled c¢n that
{ubjeél, and to place before you, in one view, the objeét of my former,
and of my prefent, application.

For that purpole, I beg leave fhortly to remind you, that in my

former Letter, I took occalion to {ugpelt two diflerent methods of
redrefs; to the one or the other of which, General Stuart and his

friends were of opinion he was at that time entitled.

The firlt was, a trial by a Court-Martial on the fpot where the trani=-
a¢tions happened.—~-The {econd was, that you, Gentlemen, {hould
enter into the examination of his cale, and decide upon it your-
felves, from the ample materials then m your pofleflion, without the
intervention of any other Court. -

OF thefe two methods of redrefs, General Stuart himfelf flrongly
and untformly preferred the trial by a Court-Martialy as a Jud cature.
the befl caleulated 1o decide upon every military offence, and to clear
up the condndl of a military man. |
® The fecond was the mode which I prefled the molk, for realons
explained at large 1n my Letter of 1998, and becaufe I {orefaw, from.
the nature of the objeQions which had becn made by the Governor and
Council at Madrag, to granting the trial in March 1998, that thofe
~ohjeftions would moft probably he again infified upon; and that the
only confequences ol a new order for a trial, would be a new refufal’
on the part of your §Et*vants -at Madras, and a new diﬁqppoiutmsm to

General Stuart.

It was your pleafurs, not to comply with my requefl, "of laking
upon yourlelves the.examination of his cale, but you preferred
a renewal of the orders for a trial at Madras; and thofe orders
weres made peremptory and abfolute. Yobr General Letter in De-
cember 1778, contained pofitive orders to the Governor and Council
at Madras, forthwith to make the neceflary requifition to the Comm

. ~mander
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mander in Chief of the King's troops there, for afflembling a Court-
Martial on General Stuart’s cafc, | |
But the fame Letter contained alfo a paragraph, dire@ing the
Sloppage of bis Payy to which I beg leave to call your particular at-
tention, as that circumflance will appear in the {equel to have in-
creafed all the former difficultics on the fubjedt of the propofed trial.
The paragraph relating to the floppage of his Pay is in thefe

words ;
“ As we mufl now take for pranted, that a Court-Martial will be

¢ aflembled, without delay, to try Brigadier General Stuart, and that he
“ will be legally acquitted or condemmned by the moft proper tribunal,
““ we fhall only add by thx opportunity, that whatever may be the
“ f{entence of the Court~-Martial to be held on Brigadier General Stuart,
“ or on any other military oflicer, in confequence of the laie troubles,
“ you arc to obferve, that the pay and cmoluments of every fuch
“ officer ceafed immediately on his fufpenfion from the lervice ; and
“ that, even if fentence of acquittal fhall be pafled by the Court-Martial,®
“ no {ufpended ofhicer fhall receive any allowance on the Company’s
“ account, for any part of the time which he hds rcmained, or fhall
“ remain, under [ufpenfion, except by the exprefs orders of the Court
“ of DircQors, to be {irfl fignified to you {for that purpofe.”

The paragraph containing thele dirclions about the ftoppage of
Pay was {lrongly objeciel to by me, from the moment I received
intimafion of i, becaufc it feemed to bhe formed upon an un-
ufinal and unjuflifiable plan of {everity. The complaints I made on
this fubjedl to the Chairman of the Tafl India Company at that time,
received for anfwer, that this was a mere temporary inconvenience,
that the circumftances of the cafe required it; but that it would be
remedied at a future period, and with a retrofped. “

I fhould certainly hava ohf“c:éled to that meafure much more
firongly, I had forefeen, what I confefs T did not forefee, the addi-
tional reafon or pretence, which it was likely to aflord to the Governor

B e and




@!ﬂnu'u-y 13,
1780,

february 8.

[ 4 ]

and Council of Madras, for refufing to General Stuart the wifhed-
for trial by a Court-Martial,
I thall now bring under your view, as concifely as poflible, what pafled

at Madras in confequence of thefe renewed orders for the tiial, accom-
panied with the dire@ions for the floppage of pay.

General Stuart, as foon as he received notice of the arrival of

thefe orders at Madras, prepared immediately {or his defence, and
ufed every cffort to forward your intentions refpedting the trial you
had ordered, and which he fo ardently wifthed for. ‘

With a view of exypediting the matter, “he figned and delivered to
the Governor and Council, on the 13th of January 1480, a paper,
containing a flate of falts admitted by him, im order that thife ad-
mitted {alts might aflift the Governor and Council in forming the
Charges agninft him, and afford a ground for his being brought (o
a Court-Martial,

During a confiderable time he flattered himfelf, that the Gowrt~
Martial would be granted, and that nothing could poflibly ) revent
ity taking place. But on the 8th of February 1780, he reccived a
letter, figned by the Governor Sir Thomas Rumbold, the Comnander
in Chiel Sir Heltor Munre, and by M{? Whithill and Mr. Swith,
Members of the Selet Committee, acquainting him, ‘¢ That they
“ had met feveral days on the fubje@l of the Company’s “orders
“ of the 22d of December, 1778, relative to his trial by.a Court-
“ Martia), and had taken up the whole matter with the view of
“ executing thefe orders to the utmofl of their abilities;.but that
“ they were forry to fay, that fuch diflicplties had ocewried to them
“ as appeared luﬁumuuutable,ﬂi &c.

‘They then proceed to ftate thele difficulties.—In the firfl place,
they mention the 1mperfections, which, as they conceived, Ul exifted

in the Company’s general inflrii€lions for a tpial; and then they take

r
w1 daud 4w

-~
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notice more particularly of two additional difliculties, arifing {rom the
predicament in which hz then ftood in confequence’ of the Company’s
orders. ‘Thele were his fu/benfion from the {ervice, and the Jfogpaye
of bis pay; upon which fubje@ there is the following paragraph in
their Letter to General Stuart :

“ Being under fufpenfion from the fervice by the exprefs authority
“ of the Company, and your LPay and Allowwances having been likewife

“ flopped by the fame authority, we do not conceive you to be, in

“ any rclpedt, within the cognizance of martial law.”
Upon the gth of February, General Stuart wrote a full anfwer to

the letler he had thus received the preceding evening, and in that
anfwer exprelled his aftonifl'ment and mortification on perceiving their
intention of refufing the Court-Martial which he had {o long and
{o carneflly folicited.g——~Te maintained, “ That .it was contrary
“ to military practice, and military juflice, and to the general principles
¢ of equity, to delay, orin cfte& to deny him, a fair hearing and
“ trial before a Court-Martial.”  Ile then applied himfelf particularly™
to anfwer the difliculties that had been fuppofed to exift {rom the cir-

cumitances of his fufpenfion, and of the floppage of bis pay~In {hort,

after particularly combating every objeflion, he concludes with thefe

words : “ I defne and infifl on my trial taking place, as an a8l of
* jutice, which the Cemt of DireQors have cxprefsly ordercd to
“ take place. 'The materials {for the charge are in your pofleflion, and
“ on record s or they may be taken from the paper inclofed in my
“ Ietter, *dated the 13th of January lafl.”

On the x1th of February General Stuart received a fecond Letter
trom the Governdr and Council in thefe words

-

.

“ 51R,

““ We have received your letier of the gth inftant, and have taken

“ the fame into owr ferious conlideration~~We ate of opinion, that

M » % » * 'L
“ the reafoning contaiged 1n that Letter has not removed the dif-
“ {iculties

Febata y g
1780,

Iebrumy 12
lygﬁi
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¢ ficultics we ftated in ours of the 8th inflant; and as thefe and other

e

Ll

“ embanaflinents aiifing from the nature of the Company’s orders, and

¢

—if,

from the opinions given by the Counfel in England upon the queftions

A

“ flated to them, have abftlutely determined us to refer the matter back

again to the Couit of DireCuors j—we {hall write to them on the
“ fubje& by the vellel now going to Sucz, which will be difpatched

e

£

“ to-motiow evening at farthefl,” &ec,

Upon the 1z2th of Februaty, he addrefled another Letter to the
Governor and Council, wherem he complains fevercly of ¢ the very
“ great injury done him by their refufing to carry the orders of the
“ Direfors concerning his trial into immediate execution.” ‘

Upon the fume date, the Governor and.Council, at leafl that part
of the Council which forms the Scleél Committee at Madras, wrote a
very long Letter to the Cowtt of Direflars, ftating their reatons for the
refufal of the Court-Martial, and juttifying thelr conduél in that

refpedt.

« From that Letter, and from the whole of the procecdings, it appears,
that their refufal, in the year 1780, of the Court-Martial, was founded
on the fame reafons which had induced them to refufe it in the year
1778; with this difference only, that they availed themiclves of an
additional realon or pretence, from the circumfitance of the Direflors
of the Kaft India Company not having taken off Geneal Stuart’s
Ju/penfion before they required his trial, and from the futther ciicum-
ftancc of their orders for his trial having been ﬁacmmp:micd with an

order for the foppage of bis Pay,

[

’ ‘ &
I hove thus related, as briefly as poflible, my foucuations o tne

Eaft India Company, the orders which they fent to Madras, and the
proceedings there in confequence of thofe orders; you will now,
therefore, permit me, Gentlemen, to make a_few fhoxt refleQions

on,
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on the means by which General Stuart has thus been brought into
a very {ingular and mortifying {ituation,

Having exerted every nerve to obtain a trial by a Court-Martial,
and having fuftained much prejudice from the refufal of it; it muf
be allowed that he has reafon to complain of onc of thefe two things,
either of the nature of the orders fent to India, or of the difobe-
dience of thofe oiders on the part of the Company’s Servants.

If your orders refpe&ting his trial were either in themfelves imper-
fe&l, as your Servants affert, or were accompanied' with fuch dire&ions
concerning lis_fl/penfion, and the floppage of bis Pay, as juflified them
in thinking that the trial by a Court-Martial was rendered imprac-
ticable; in fuch a cafe, Gencral Stuart has certainty the firongeft
reafon to complain, that, by the infufficiency of the orders, or by
the addition of dire@ions which defeated the exprefled intenticns of

thofe orders, he has been engaged in fruitlels contells, and fuffered fur-
ther delays.
\
If, on the other hand, there was not any thing either in the orders
themfelves, or in the direClions which accompanied them, that ought
to have prevented the Governor and Council at Madras from pros-
moting the trial; in that cale, General Stuart has the Arongefl ground
of complaint againft thofe wlho have dilobeyed your poflitive orders

refpefting the trial by a Cowrt-Martial,

His , {tiends, therefore, apprehend, that the Eaflt India Company
are, in juflice, called upon to redrefs, in fuch manner as they are able,
the injuries which they have been the-occafion of, either immediately,
and in the foft mflance, from the imperfe€ion of their orders; or
remotely, by.,‘tlif:‘ermr and dilobedience of their Scrvants: {or, in
either cafe, it cannot be prétended, that a particle of blame can be
imputed to General Stuart; and yet he s, in every rcfpe@, the real
fufferer. ;

The conféquences of thele errors, either of the Dire€lors of the Eafd
India Company, or their'Servants, have been of effential prejud ce to

8 him,,
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him, becanfc otherwife he mufl, long before this time, have either ol
tained his aequettal, and all the benefits annexed to it; or mulfl have
received fuch a determination upon his cafe, as would have enabled
him to take a decided part as Lo his remaining in India, or returning
to Great Biitain; and whether it was cligible for him to continue any
longer in the fervice of the Eafl India Gompany.

But while there was a difpofition on your part to give the
orders for the irtal at Madras, and while there was a declaiation
alfo on the part of your Servants there, that they were willing
to promote that trial, General Stuart could not abandon his flation
in India, without laying himfelf open to many {fulpicions; and pai-
ticularly to the difgraceful {ufpicion of ‘meaning to cvade the proper
tual by a Gourt-Martial upon the {pot where the tranfadlions had hap-

r

B

pened.
In thefe fentiments he was the more coufirmed, from the terms

of your letter of the 14th of April 14979, to the Governor and

" Council of Madras; fo1, in that letter, you were pleafed to exprefy
the mofl honourable appiobation of his condudt upon various important
occalions 3 and upon the fuppofition of his being tiied and acquitted,
you gave, forthe firlt time, lzzfﬂiilve orders that he thould be vecond
in Gﬂlnlﬂﬂlld ﬂul‘lﬂg tha LUI} inmuwh uf encral Mumo (WILO had
given notice of his intentiong of fpeedily returning to England); and
that upon his leaving the Settlement, General Stuart thould be reflored
to the Command in Chicf of the army, in cafc he had before that
time obtained his fent?’nce of acquittal from the Cowt-Martial,

But your Letter went further i—It clearly indicated a wifh, that
he fhould remain in India in expedotion of efe cvents,  Ihis
appears particularly from that part of it -where jyou were pleafed to
exprefs yourfelves in the following terms» * Confirmed, as we arc,
“ in our opinion of his {(General Stuart’s) great experience, and
“ of bis ability to render the moft important fervices to the Gompany in
“ the prefent conjuncture of public affairs, we think proper to acquaint

7 . yon,”
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» L !
“ you,” &c. Tndependent of all other motives, this change of
condull on your part, and thefe declarations fo flattering to .General

Stuart, were flrong tics upon any oflicer of jufl and honourable prin-
ciples, not to leave India, while there was any profpeél of his ren~
dering to thc Company thofc important fervices, which yow Letta
diltinétly marked out, were, in the prefent comjunQure of public

aflawrs, expeded from him.

Without pretending to unfold the motives, or to afcertain the caufes,
whit,h have produced the refufal of a tiial, and a long ferics of mif-
fortunes, to General Stuart, I'muift be allowed to obferve in general,
that this method of proceedmg, by keeping every thing iz fufpenfe,
i5 the moft cruel, and, if it had been defipned, would be the moft
ungencrous, and at the {ime time the bell caleulated to afperfe, and
bring into difrcpute, the charallers of men who are perfe@ly iuno-

cent, or cven highly meritorious,
When imputations of any fort are brought to diftind points, and

reduced to a precile charge, the evidence and arguments offered in their
fupport may, by fironger evidence and better arguments, be refuled,
and the innocence of the party accufed be clearly vindicated wnd
eflablithed. ,

But while no meafure is adopted, that, from the nature of it, muft
be finaly swhile no #rial 1§ held, becaufe by that means there can be no
acquittal, every thing is neceffarily left open to miflake and to mifrepre-
fentation; and permit me, Gentlemen, to ‘oblerve, that the cxtraordinuy
condudt, and the very unufual proccedings, by which General Stuart
has been made 40 fulfer the confequences of crimes without the guilt of

them, and mtllout the poflibilily of pmvmg his innocence, canpot
but be felt both by bhimfelf, and by thofe who intereft themielves in’

his profpeiity, as a wvery high aggravation of his musfortunes, as:
* ' (i aiving
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giving a keener edge to every injury, and embittering it by a {everity
whtich is fearce {upportable.

Tt is not from a dilpofition to arraign the condudl of individuals, or
any defcription of men, that I have endeavoured to excite your atten-
tion to the hardfhips fuftained by General Stuart, from the ecruel and
unexampled ftate of fufpence in which he has been held for many
years,—Complaints of what is paft, and cannot be recalled, would be
ufelefs and invidious, unlefs they had in view the regulation of fome
future proceedings—~It is for that purpofe only, that I have folicited
your attention to the confequences of your f{ormer orders; and
my obje@& in menioning what he has alrcady fuflercd, is meie-
ly that you may be induced, upon juft grounds, to put a period
to thofe fufferings, by taking upon yourfelves the examination of his
cafe, and by granting fuch redrefs as {ball appear to you the moit
{uitable for him, and at the {ame time the befl calculated for the in-
terefts of the Eaft India Company.

The objeéls of ryour deliberation arc reduced, at prefent, within
much natrower {imits than they were in December 17785 there is now
no oprion lefr, and you mult wke upon yourfelves the decifion
of this matter: for all hopes of a trial upon this cafe, by a Court-
Martial in India, are now at an end. . " "

The proofs which I fhall beg Jeave to fubmit to your conlideration,
n fupport of this affertion, take their rife partly from the nature of
he objections which have been already made by your Servants in
ndia, and partly from fome additional and very ftrong ~objeQions,
vhich, if the matter was to be again fens to India, woild inﬁﬂlibf}r be
nade in bar of any military trial in this cafe, on account of the i/~

mee of time {ince the date of the fuppofed offence.
Y

When



When your Servants al Madras refuled the Court of Inquiry, and
the Court-Martial, in the year 1778, it was not a hfiﬁ}r decifion, which
further refleQlion might probably over-iule, but the vefull of fre-
quent cctings, and of much dcliberation on the fubjeél; and the
principal reafons given by the Governor and Council, for that refu-
fal, were founded on u pofitive opinion, that General Stuart had not

been guilty of any military offence, ox of any tranfpreflion againft the
Articles of War.

In proof of this, you will permit me to appeal to the opinion
gjven upon that occafion by the Commander in Chief, General Munro,

who, on account of his knowledge in military matters, had been re-

qucf’ccd b}r the Mcmbeis {;‘Jf the Couuu] to take Into hus coufideration

the Company's orders refpe@ing General Stuart. In confequence of e
this requeft, he firl delivered in to the Board his opinion in writing, Feb??;-z,::h
in relation to the naturc of Gourts of Inquiry 3 and afterwards he gave  Leb, 24tk
in an additional paper, containing his anfwers to the quellions Wluch

had been put to him by the Prefident, Mr. Rumbold,

Thefe queftions and anfwers were as follows :,
Query ff.  « Whether or no fuch an Juguiry, a3 direed by
“ the Company, caa, from the naturc and tendency of
“ o Court of Imguiey, be ordered upon Brigadier General

- % Stuart?” "

Amfwer. Tt is ‘my opinion, that wo fuch Inquiry, as divefted
“ by the Company, can be ordered upon DBrigadier General
“ Stuart, as will more {ully*appear from the opinion I have
¢ already given relative to the intention of ordering Cowrts

“ of Dnguiry.”

2dly. ¢ Whether or 1o 1 chmge apainfl a milituy | cllicer

“ mult not be grounded on the mixingement of military

| “ law 3V .
i " 2 Anfwer,
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Anfwer. ¢ 1t 18 my opinion, that any charge againfl 2 mililary
“ officer, mult be grounded upon the infringement, or fup-
“ pofed infringement, of fome article of war, if to be tried

‘ “ by military law. ’
adly,  “ Whether or no Brigadier General Swart, arrelling the
“ perfon of George Lord Pigot, then Prefident and Go-
“ vernor of Fort St. George, by a {pecial licence from
“ George Stratten, Efy, Str Robert Fletcher, Ilenry Brooke,
“ Charles Floyer, Archdalz Palmer, Francis Jourdain, and
“ George Mackie, Itfgrs; then part of the Council of Lort

“ St. George, is an offence that comes under any one of tke
¢ articles in the Acticles of War, mtitled, ** Rulces and Axticles

¢ for the better Govauuneut of the Oflicers and Soldics in
“ the Service of the United Company of Merchants of
" ¢“ Hngland trading to the Eaft Indies
Anfwer. % Tt is my opinion, that Brigadier General Stuart hwinp.:
’ “ arrefted the perfon of George Lord igot, out of the gar-
“ rifon of Fort St, George, 18 nof an gffence that comes vud r
“ any one article in the Articles of War, intitled, * Rules
“ and Articles for the betler Government,” &e. as above.

(Signed) Hecror Munro.

i‘\'

In this opinion delivered by General Munro aH the Members 'éf the

Board concurred, and the matter was referred back to the Court
Direftors in March 1778.

When the renewed orders, for the trial, were under confideration 1t
Madras in the year 1780, Generdl Munro and the offherﬁi\/le?nbcrs ol
the Council continued in the fentiments they had formerly declaved;
and they were furnifhed Witl} An additronal realon for not promoting
the tiial, from the circumflance of General Stuart’s Jufpenfion being

continned, and of his pay being flopt, : .
2 If

L]
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If the matter were (o be fent back to Madras a third time, what poflible
reafon can there be to expedl a change of [entiments amongl your
Scrvants therce ! and particnlarly, what reafon can there be to fuppole
that General Munro, who is a Member of the Gouncil, would not
continuc of the fame opinion with that which Le had formeily declared 2
for I have no doubt that it was his real opinion ; neither have I any
occaflon, in order to maintain what I contend for, to contravert the

fa&ks or the principles on which that opinion was founded.

T mufl now beg leave to dire@ your attention to an additional objection,
to which I have alrcady alluded, and which, if the cafe were to be fent
again {o India for trial, would infallibly occur to your {fervants thare as
a bar to any military irial ; and the objeéion is this:~That the period
within which military men are liable to Dbe tried by military law,

15 allually expired.

In the Muting A pafled annually in England for regulatins the
army, and which is declared to extend 1o all oflicers and foldiers in his
Majelly’s fervice, within Great Britain, or iz any of bis Majefty's dominions
beyond the fear, the limitation of the time for trying military offences is
exprefled in the »0th caufe ins thele words

“ Pxovided always, That 'no petfon {hall be liable to be tried and
“ punithed for any oflfente againft any of the faid Aés, which fhall
““ appear to have been committed more than Zree years before 1he
“ ifuing the commiffion cr warrant for fuch frial, except only for the

“ offence of defegtion.”
From the above claufe it 13 perfe@ly clear, that no officer in Ais Ma-

N 1 M » ’ » v
Jefly’s fervice, either in Geeat Britain, 7z fudia, or in the mofl diftant,parts
of his Majefty’s dominions, can be tried by a Court-Martial for any of=

fence committed three years before the date of the warrant for {uch trial.
In
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. Inthe year 1754, an A& pafled in the Britifh Parliament, for the
punithing wutiny abd defertion fn the fervice of the Eaft India Gompary.—
The claufes of that Mutiny A€ are in gencral formed precifely upon
tht plan of the claufes in the Biitith Mutiny Law; but the Brinfh Mu-
ting A, which confifts of c.ghty-three diflerent claufee, {pecifics a
much greater variety of cafes than the Mutiny Law refpedting the Eafl
[ndia Company’s forces, which confifis only of thirteen claufes.

When, therefore, any military oflences are committed in India, which
have not been particularly fpecified and provided for by thenr military
law, but which arc fpecilted and provided for in the Britith Mutiny
Law; in fuch cafes, Courts-Martial in India have thought themfclves
bound by, and have adopted the dire@iong and provifoes of the Dritifh
Mutiny Law, {o as to make the condition of an officer and a foldicr in
India as fimilar as poflible to the condition of oflicers and {oldiers in
Great Dritain, or In other parts of the Britith dominions,

The Members upon a Gourt-Martial in India, hold themielves the

more bound to oblerve this rule, on account of the terms of the oath
taken by them upen the trial; in which oath, after mentioning the Arti--
cles of War and the Mutiny Law, relating to the troops of the T.all India
Company, there s this claufe:  And if any doubt fhall arife
“ which is not esplained by the fad Articles, or A& of Darlia~

- % ment [I will duly adminifter jultice]” according to my confeience, tle
“ poff of my underflanding, and the cuftom’of war in the Lke cofer”

One of the articles, not fpecially provided for in the fhort Mu-
tiny Law for the Halt India Company’s troops, is that which relates
to the lmitation of time, after which officers and foldiers are not
'liab{e to be tried for military offeaces; but according.to the heft infor-
mation that I have been able to colledt on this fubjed, it has heen
underftood in India, that in a cale of this nature, it was the

duty of the Members of .« a Cowrt-Martial to obferve the fame
rule that is laid down by the o6th caufe above recited -of the
™

Brutifh
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Britifh Mutiny A&, which declared that no officer or foldier is hable
to be tried and punithed for oflences commuitted more than three years:
before the Hluing the commiffion or warrant for fuch trial, except only

for the oflence of defertion.
The application of this to General Stuart’s cafc is obvious.~—-There

has never to this moment been any commiffion or warrant lued {or
his trial by a Gourt-Martial 5 for the Governor and Council at Madras,
who in the year 17;8 had the power of ifluing that warrant, refufed
it; and, in the year 1780, they refuled to make the requifition o the
officer who at that time had the power of granting the warrant {or
the Court-Martial, —~More than four years are already clapfed {ince the
date of the offence im puted t%mewl Stuart ; conlequently, if any appli=
cation were now to be made in India for a Court-Martial on his cafe,
this circumflance of the djffance of time, fince the date of the {uppoied
offence, would of itfelf prevent the trial

Even if therc were doubts both as 1o the point of law, and as to
the practice 1 India in fuch cales, there can be no doubt, after what
has happened, that ilns obvious obje@ion to granting a tial would
be laid hold of in India; and it would be founded on much better
grounds than moft of the reafons which have hitherto been given for
that refufal,
It is o« difficully which would mofl probably obftiud this bufinefs

in all the vartous ftages of it, cven fuppofing that your orders for
holding a Court-Maxstial were renewed (though I may be permitted to
doubt, whether you yourfelves, Gentlemen, would think it advifeable
to renew fuch orders, under the weight of this obje@ion); for, in the
firft place, it is moft probable that the Scledl Gommittee of the Council
at .’1‘\/.1;:1:(11'.&33 would again refule to make the reguifition to the Com-~
mander of the King's troops for iffuing the warrant,

2dly, Suppofing them to make that requifition, it is moft probable

that the Gommander of the king's tioops would refule fuch qwarrant,
becaule
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beeaufe he would at firfl Gpht perccive that the offence imputed (o
General Stuart had Jappenced more than éhree years before the date of
the warrant; in the prefent cafe, five years at lealt would be clapied
before the date of any warrant that could now be iflued for aflem o ling
a Comi-Nautial,

And laftlly, Suppofing the requifition made, and complied with, therc
is the greatelt reafon to be perfuaded that the whole, or the major part,
of the Members on that Court-Martial would refufe to try the calc,
becaufe, from the cxprefs terms of the Britith Mutiny Law, and {rom
the pra&ice in India, the time hmited for the trial of military offcnegs

had expired. . )
In every military fervice fome period ought to be limited, after whicly

an officer fhall he no lonper fubjedl (0 a trial by any other laws, than the
general lows of bis country, Tt may be neceflary for the f{ake of dif-
cipline, that cvery officer and foldier {hould (erifice for a Jtme, and
in_fome refpetts, bis vights as a Citizen, and {ubjed himfelf to Military
Law. But it 15 not ncceflary that this time fhould be of loug
duration.  On the contrary, the public interefl feems firongly to require
that it thould be ay thoyt as poflible 5 that the oflicer or {oldicr may he
{pecdily punifhed, if he merits punifhment, or the Public reciive the

benelit of his fervices, if hedeferves to e employed,

Upon that principle, the Legiflature in.this country has limited to
three years, the period within which an oflicer or a {oldier may be fricd
for the offences created, and according to the mbodes preferibedy by
military loww.

The praltice of obferving in India the fame rule which is obferved
in Great Britam, without any pofitive claufe in the Laﬁ India Mu(my
Law for that purpofe, has, nndoubtedly, been founded upon;hc reaion
of the thlng, upon principles of juftice, and a’convi@ion of its utility,
If the limitation of the Britith Mutiny AQ was not obferved in India,
the confequences muft be, that there would be no Lmitation at all 3

Al
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and an officer Hable to be tried by military law afler 3 jears, would be
equally expofed to that trial after 20, or after 40 years j—the inju~
ftice and abfurdity of which, are too evident to require the aid of
{urthor argument on this point,

LU'he relult of all that has been faid on this fubject of the Gumztatron of
time (an objetion perfeltly new, which has never been touched ugon in
either of my former letters, and the importance of which has led me into
more detail than I could have withed), is, that when this objection is added
to all the other objections, which feem to have been ftudioufly laid hold of
by your Scrvants in India, for the purpofe of refufing a Court~-Martial,
there cannot poflibly remain a doubt 1n any man's mind, that there is

not fo much as a chance of &eneral Stuart’s hereafier obtaining a trial
by a Court-Martial, or by a Comt of Euquiry in India j—unlefs 1t can be
fuppofed, that the obje@ions of your Servants will diminifh, as the
reafon for them increafes § and that they will grant, under more and

preater difficulties, the very thing they have repeatedly refufed, under

{fewer and lefs.

I cannot therefore allow myfell to fuppofe, that, when thefe things are
duly weighed, itis poffible that the molt diftant idea of {endingthis matter
a third time back to India, thould be feriouflly catertained in any quarter ;
efpccially when it is remembered, that in confequence of the two former
references to that diftant part of the world, about four years of General
Stuart’s"fife have been g'lreadj; confumed. 'The life of any man (and
more particularly the moft valuable period of the life of a military man}
is much too fhoxt for the repetition of fuch cruel experiments,

» %

In the preceding part of this letter, and flill more particularly in the
letter which I had the honour lately to addrefs to Tord Amherfl, it has
been fhewn, that your Servants in India. have, from the beginning,
been of opinion, that General Stuart had not been guilty of any

offence that {ubjedted him to be tried by martial law; and I have
D ) now
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now fhewn, that cven if he had been guilty of any military oflence, .
the time within which a Court-Martial could with juftice,. or would iy

f2&, take cognizance of that offence, has been long clapled.
If you are fatisfied, that either of thefe propofitions is well-founded,

I mufl prefume, that you will proceed immediately to the examina-

tion of General Stuart’s cafe.
Upon this fuppofition, you will be pleafed to permit me to make a
few fhort ‘obfervations refpeCing the very peculiar {itnation in which

he now applies to you for redrels.
When rumours have been circulated, or fufpicions entertained, to

the prejudice of an officer, on account of fome part of his condudt-
which fubjefts him to be tried by military law; and when that trial

has either been refufed, or the time within which it ought to be granted,

has, without any fault on his part, elapfed ; the neceflary and legal con-

fequence is, that the officer fo fititated, muft be confidered, as if he had

never been accufed of any military oflence 5. or as it he had been tried,

and legally acquitted.

The jullice on which this is founded, and the praflice which is con~
formable to it, arcfo obvious, that they require no illuftration je=if i
were otherwife, what muft be the condition of an oflicer d—It would
be in the power of any man, by exciting rumours and {ufpiciors to his
prejudice, to blafl his reputation, flop his preferment, and deftroy lis
future profpets in his profeflion. Wihile under all thefe appredflive
circumftances, he would neither be able to pfcvcnt, nor remedy, the
injuties he {ulfered.

This may be the cafe of every officer 1n your Service; urlefs the
provifion of the Englith Mutiny Bill, »¢fpecting z‘be limitation of time,
with the confequences attending it, is calrmd into pradlige in [ndia,

If General Stuart had, in the K «ng’s Service, committed all, and

much preater offences than Kave been imputed (o him 3 and if he had
taken no one ftep to pr omtc, not even fhewn any dﬂpoﬁti(}n L0 Ol

tain a military wial, the mere circumflance, of o waframt for a
" ‘ S " AN M " Ly
Court-Martial having been iffued within the fpace of zhree pears,

woilide



[ 19 ]

ool of itlelf be deciftve. e would be confidered as if he liad never

been accufed ; or asif he had been tried, and legally acquitted ; and an
end would of courfe be put to his fu/penfion, and to every other tem
porary hardfhip that had been inflited upon him,

What hefitation therefore can be made, and upen what reafon can
fuch heflitation be founded, to prevent the fame rule, under circum-
ftances precifely fimilar, from taking place, with regard to General
Stuart in your Service ?

It then you arc fatisfied, in your own minds, of the impradicability
of now obtaining, or cven of the ftrong impropriety of again attempt-
ing any Military Trial in India, it ncceflarily follows, that General

otuart thould no longer beskept in f{ufpencej elpecially when theie
are fuch clear and unequivocal proofs (a circumftance on which
1 think myfclf well intitled to lay great flrefs), that he has uniformly
made cvery pollible effort to obtain a regular trial by a Court-Martial,
<Which has been as conftantly withheld {rom him.

But there is kewife an additional, and a very weighty realon, why
no further delay can be neceflary before you decide on General Stuart’s
cale, which is this, That a court-of very high authority in this country
has lately decided upon, and made known, the nature, magnitude, and
confequences of the offence which has been imputed 1o him.

- In a profecution carried on by his Majefly’s Attorney General,
by the ¢*ders of the Houle df ammmqns, againft Mr, Stratton and others,
the whole of the tranfations at Madras in the year 1476, and efpecially
what reclated to the feizure and confinement of Lord Pigot, underwent
a ftriét and folemn {crutiny. |

I fhalls avoid entering into the particulars, either of the t{rial or
the judgment, any further, than may be neceflary to explain how
{trongly both the onc and the other apply to the cafe of General
Stuart, and fhew the reafonablenefs of what I Ilﬂw‘f()li(tit.

-

In that profecutiony the charge brought againtt the defendants confifted

of the {ollowing particulars, and is in thefe words: * That unlawiully,
D 2 “ and
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“ and feditionfly, they formed themfelves into a Council, and did confer
‘ the commnand of the army upon Yames Stwart; and did order him tor
“ put the fort and garrifon under the command of them the defendants:
% wmand if any refiltance thould be made to thair orders, to fecure the
“ perfon of Lord Pigot; and that they afterwards dud oftnally arvoft and
“ imprifon Lord Pigot, and with a military foree continued bim fo impri-
“ foned for the [pace of nine manths;—and during that time, unlawfully
“ affumed to themfelves the government of the army, and fort and
“ garrifon of Fort St. George, with its dependencies.”

The perfons accufed acknowledged the aflumption of the govern-
ment, and the iffuing the orders in confequence of which Lord Pigot
was feized and conflined ; but maintained that they had adled upon the
neceflity of the cafe, and upon motives of public utility ; and in proof
of that they afferted, that in fadt, the peace and fafety of the fettlement
had been preferved by what they had done.

The Judges of the King’s Bench, after weighing the whole of the
evidence for and againft the perfons aceufed, pronounced an unanimous
judgment, by which the total extent of the punifhment inflicted, was a.
{ine of one thonfand pounds, to be paid by cach of the defendants ; and
the reafons on which that judgment was founded, were precifely fpeci-
ficd 1 the opinion delivered by the cowt,

trom. that opinion, and fiom the fmallnefs of the fine, when compared
either with the magnitude of the offences ‘char ged or with the tuation.
and circumftances of the perfons accufed, it is perle@ly cvident,
that the Judges were fatisfied the defendants had not ad@ed {rom
criminal motives or intentions: it appeared to the court, that the
mealures taken by the defendants had been firft produced by
{everal arbitrary and illegal als on the part of Lnrdpl’:gol which
were confidered ag a fulwew.tmg of the conftitution. Theft, and

various other ircumftances in mitigadon of the offences charged,
reduced the total extent of the punifhment to a fmall fine, 'The fm-h
tence of the court may thereforc be confidered as fomething between.
a condemnation and an acquittal ; #&MM Qaﬁdemﬁd!fw: fo far as 1 tended

P RPERI
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to fhew that the alls of the Majority of Council were not twar rantaile

by law, but it was an erguittal of cvery criminal motive or intentica; to
which however, the court, by the fine impofed, thought it proper to afhx

fuch a mark as mught denote that their conduct had not been #7177y legal,
The total extent of the offence imputed to General Stuart 15, that he

obeyed the orders which the Majority of the Council had iffued to him, for
putting the fort and garrifon of Fort St, George under their command, and
for fecuring the perfon of Lord Pigot. 'This obedience to their orders is the
very eflence of General Stuait’s crime, and the fource of his misfortunes.

But thefe adls of arr¢fing and imprifoning Lord Pigot, and the taking
; {3[ effion of the fort and garrifon, were, in the late profecution, ex-
pz efsly charged upon the Mexnbew of the Majority of Council, as aéls
done by them, The very obje& of their trial was to afcertain the pu-
nifhment due to thefe offences, and likewife to the fuither offence of
having unlawfully affumed the government~Thus not only the identical
. offence imputed to General Stuart, but more than that offence, has
already been the fidpelf of a regular trial, has been judged of and
decided upon; and it is upon thofe oflences, with all the circomflances
of aggravation or allrviation attending them, that the judgmen., which
afiertaing the extent of the fine or punithment, has been already
pronounced,

But if Ceneral Stuart had been a defendant in that profecution (which
“he mlght have been, as the chmgﬂ againft him was of a civi/ rather than
) mzlfa‘ary nature), there could not have been the fmalleft hefitation in
deciding, that his offence was very inferior, in point of magnitude,
to that of the Members of the Majority of Council, who had iffired
thofe orders, and at the fame time had offumed the government.

In another refpe, his fituation was very derent from theirs, for
his Swperior Qfficer, the Commander in Chigf, waa one of the Members
of the Majority, whe figned and iffued the orders to him, the fecond in
command, requiring his obedience, -

Befides thelc particulars, which materially difcriminated General
Stnart’s cafe, [ mufl beg leave to requefl your attention to fome further .

eflential circumftances
When. -
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From confiderations of this nature, it wwould have been' the duty of
General Stuart, or at leafl it would have been meritorious in him, to
have reje@ed the cautions plan of inaflivily, even if he had forefcen, at
that time, the decifion of the King's Bench refpefling the legal go-
vernment of Madras.

There are occafions, when it becomes the duty of a good citizen, to
rua the rifk of future objefions to the fpality of his conduét, for the
fake of averting fome imminent hazard to the community; and the
moft unfaithful {ervants to the Public, are thofe who, upon hazardous
and critical emergencies, regulate their adtions mercly by the confider-
ation of what is {afeft and befl for themiclves.

It is impoflible {or any man to aflert, with any degrec of pmbabilit}:,
that the peace of the {ettlement could have been equally preferved
without General Stuait’s interfering in the manner he did: but it is
beyond the reach of difpute, or of cavil, that no greater or more complete
drgree of pease and fecurity could have hcen obtained, than that which,
atlended the part taken by him at that difhicult crifls ; when a dzffo-
lution of legal government, and a’commencement of anarchy, had already
taken place. 1

Thefe things were accomplifhed by one 1o whom no option was left,
but a choice of difficultics 3 and whatever doubls may be entertained as
to his having judged well for his own lnterefls, it feems to admit of

little doubt, that he judged and afled ‘well for the intereft of 111c Eafl

India Company. - .
The plain and obvious inference, therefore, which I draw from the

circumftances in which he was placed, from his conduét in that fituation,
and from the confequences of it, is this :

"That if General Stuart had been profecuted in the Court of King's Bench
(which T now moft fincerely lament he was not), as his ofﬁ:uce, if he
was guilty of any, was lels than that of the Majority of the Council,
his punithment mipft have ben lefs likewife, even though the Court

had not taken into confideration the many circumflances of Jullification,
or'
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or al leall of alleviation, which are peculiar to his cafe, and which
undoubtedly would hive had the greatefl weight.

-

TTnﬁ'ng nw 1aid bhefore O all that Geeneral Stuart eonld ﬁ?ﬂﬂé’{ﬁ
have {uffered il he had been trid, let me requefl you would com-
pare the utmofl extent of that punifhment with what he has e@wally
{uffered fiom not having been included in the cvil #ial, and {rom
having been repeatedly, and for years, denied the wmulitary on,

Review, Gentlemen, the {ituation in which the confequences
of , your orders have {o long placed him; confider his fufpen-
fion, the floppage of his pay,.bis (perfeflion, and by a younger officer,
and all the mortifying circumftances which have unavoidably followed
that {fuperfethon. A

A complete reparation for all he has fuffered, muft, I fear, be laid
alide as impra&icable; pesmit me, however, to fuggelt fuch me-
thod of redrefs as the circumilances of his cale feem o admit and
require 3 and which, 1 {flatter myfelf, you will think it both reafonable
for him to expe&, and, in the prefent {ituation of your affairs in India,
for the real interell of (he Company to grant.

The meafure which I beg lcave to propofe, is this,—Zhat General
Stuart’s fofpendion fhould be taken off, and that, on a vacancy in the Come
mand i, Chiefy, le fhould be reftored to it, in the fame manner, and
untler fn{?e‘/??:}ae circumnftdnces, that it was formerly beld by bim, or that it
bas been fince beld by Sir Hettor Munro.

As General Stuart cntered into .your fervice upon an exprefs
agrecement, thathe thould fuccced 1o the command on the death, refig~

nation, or rgpovﬁl ol Sir Robert Fletcher ; and as he had afiually fuc-
ceeded o that command, friék juflice might poflibly require, that when
you are fatisfied as to his innoceace, or-convinced that he has faflered
beyond the magnitude of his {uppofed offence, he {hould be diredly

reflored %o the fituaion from which he had been difplaced, -
“ 0 s Rut
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But as I am thorouphly fatiefied that fuch a meafure, though jufl
with regard to my Brother, would be highly injurious to Geictal
Munro, I have not the finallefl hefitation to declare, That while General

!

Munro, with your approbation, choofes to relain the fituation of

Commander in Chief, there f{hall never be any requelfl or applicition

¥

from me, that has even a tendency to interfere with his wilhes in that

refpedt,

My requeft is merely, that your orders for General Stuart’s reftora-
tion fhould take place on Sir He&or Munro’s leaving the {ettlenient ;
and -that the fufpenfion, which was originally inflifled for the {pace
of fix months only (though, by the effe& of accidents rather than
{rom any dire@ intention on your part, it has lad a much longer
duration), thould be immadiately removed.

By this arrangement, attention will be paid Both to the intercfls of
General Munro and of General Stuarty and, I believe I may be permitted
to add, to thole likewife of the Eall India Company. FYor by thele
means they may be affured of the fervices of two officers, both of whom
arc qualified, by their rank and expericuce, for rendering eflential fervices.
to the Company in the bigher fituations of command. And it is well
known to you, Gentlemen, that it has long been the opinion of
thofe beft acquainted with your affairs; and particularly, that it
was the opinion of Lord Clive, one of the greateft authorities on
a fubject of this nature, that in that part of the world, where the
cotitinuance of life and of health is much more precarious than in
Luropean climates, you ought never to be unprovided with a fucceflion.
of officers in the higher ranks of the military profeflion ; who, by adding
focal knowledge to other abilities, might be qualified for command
on great emergencics; without which, all your other”cfforts muft,
probably; be inefteCtual,

’
o

Upon due confideration of the requeft now made, I fatter

mylelf you will find that it aims at nothisg cither immodcrate ox
wnrealonable, Se

I
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If any flid objeflion had occurred to me, I fhould have
thought it my duty to avoid troubling you upon any propofition not
qualified to ftand the tefl of your moft mature deliberations.

But unable to difcover any that are juft and well-founded, I have
next endeavomed to find out, whetlier fume objeflions, caying with
them at leafl a plaufible appearance, might not be ftarted againit
what I have propoied.

Under this defcription, {omething like the following only have oc-

curred.
That after all the clamonr raifed about the diffurbances at Madras, and
T abgut the part laken in them by General Stuart, the replacing bim in bis
Sormer fituation until be had obtained n fentence of acquittal from a
Court-Martial, or ﬁmﬁ othicr ?’t:’g!f!m‘ 12 ibunal, :cEJurJd, it ﬂﬁﬂ, o ab-=
Solving him without any punifhment, or chance of punslbment.

The beft anfwer on the part of General Stuari, to this objeétion, i3
in the recital of his fufferingg, and in the review of his condu@. The firft
fhews that he has, in faQl, been paunifbed ; and the fecond, that he has
{olicited repeatedly for a trial, and by that means repeatedly called
aloud for punifbment, i’ he deferved it, *

It has been his peculiar misfortune, that his hardihips have pre-
caeded his trial, or any legal proots being eflablithed againll him,  Buc
it would be a flill greater misfortune, if, becaufe he has conftantly been
- refuled™w legal trial, e thould be charged with not having been
legally” acquitted. But this reafoning, abfurd as it may feem,
has given occaflon to people to fay, that General Stuart has no
right to complain, becaunfc his condu@ has undergone no lgal
cenfure, and thaty he has himfelf undergone no punifbment.  Fe has
not been punifbed, it 18 {faid—he has only been fu/pended It is
not denied, however, that this fufpenfion has atfe@ed; furll, his fitnas
tion in the Eall India Company’s Servicg; and next, his rank in the
King’s Service; angd that both thole fu@eﬁﬁm&s might be fixed upon

) L2 him
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“him and perpetuated, a third fufpenfion has taken place,Zbe, fiy/pen-
fion of his trial,

Is it poflible, Gentlemen, for any man to believe that thofc hard-
{hips which, i inflicled upon General otuart under the word pesifh-
ment, would have been intolerable, ympoled under the word fu/peufion,
atc in the flighteft deprec mitigated, orlefs grievous  and that a change
of the expreflion can in any manner alter the nature of the thing ?

By afligning his not having been #7icd, as a realon for his not being
redreffed 5 the denial of jultice, and the refufal to hear, are circumflances
not only in themfelves injurious, but are made ufe ol likewile as the
foundation and the defence of further injuftice; and the refulal to
replace him, becaule he has not obtained a fewtence of acquittal; mutt
lead to the perpetuating his misfortunes; for it has been aheady
fhewn that, from the lapfe of time, as well as {rom other con-
fiderations, it is now become impoffible for him ever to expe&t a
Court-Martial.

But although all hopes of obtainng that particular fpecies of trial
are at an end, he flill is liable to be tried, and is ready, at any time,
to anfwer to the laws of his countiy in the ordinary courfe of juflice,
for any offence that can be alleged againfl him. And indced the
opinion and judgment of a cowrt of high authority in this country
has, in effe€t, and by neceflary inference in the manner already
explained, been obtained upon the natute, extent, and confgquences
of any offence that could be imputed to Geeneral Stuart for his-obedi«
ence to the Orders of the Majority of Council,

Thefe confiderations are, I apprehiend, of themfelves fuflicient to
afford a c¢omplete and [istallory anfwer to the fuppaﬁ:d ob]eﬁmns
above mentioned, in cafle fuch objelions fhould, in any «quarter, hap-
pen to be made, and be thought deferving of attention,

¥
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I cannot, however, help being apprehenfive that I have br::en led,

from anxiety for a Brother, to”give you fom¢ urmecefﬂuy trouble
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4 . ‘
in flating and refuting objeGions which are merely poflibley
for, upon 1cflelion, it {fecms to me, that no one well informed on
the fubjedt, can entertain a {erious wifh to oppofe a mcafure which.

comes o firongly recommended by confiderations of propriety, juflice,
and even of humaniry,

General Stuart bad attained a very high {itnation,—Fe¢ was Com-
mander in Ghiel of a great army belonging to the Eaft India Company
in the Cainatic—Ilow highly he had improved the difeipline, and in-
creafed the flrength of that army, has been univerfally acknowledyped.
I1is efforts contributed greatly to wnake that army equal to the ac-
complithment of the mofl important enterprifes :—But, unfortunatcly,

almofl at the very momept of their exceution, the orders from the
India~houfe firflt fufpended him from the f{ervice; and afterwards 1e-
moved him from the command,

Inthe courfe of a few months the hoflilities with France commenced;

' 'The moment he heard of thofe hoftilities, forgetting, or ading as if he
had forgot, the indigmties under which he was fuflering, he made an
offer of his fervices ;—and though, but a few months before, he had
been at the head of that army, he waved every pretenfion.to rank,
and defired to be placed: in any {ituation where there might be any
profpect of his being ufeful. But even this zealous and humble offer
was rejeCted ; his fufpenfion being thought a bar to the acceptance of
his {exyices. &

Thus, your orders for his fuperfefion deprived him of the higheft
military fituation ; and the oxder {or his /fiyfpenfion prevented his being
ufeful in the very lowell,

Reduced {rom being Commander in Chief, to a mere private indivi-
dual, he has remained for years inthis ufelefs degraded fitnation j urging
inceflantly, by his friends at home, and perfonally himfelf in India, re=
quefting and demanding a trial; not-with the ufual apprehenfions of
a perfon to be tried, but with all the zeal and cagernefs of a vindi€live
profecutor,

’1:11&. |
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The being removed {rom the command of a great af'my, at any
period, you mufl be fenfible, is a lofs, very afleQling to a military
marn ; but when, in addition o the lofs itfelf, the particular time of
that removal 1s confidered, no one, I am perfuaded, can be fo cotn-
pletcly indifferent to the misfortunes of others, as to imagine, that
the redrefs propofed, exceeds, or is in any deprec cqual to, the
extent of General Stuart’s {ufferings, loflcs, and dilappointments, when
the nature of them is fully conhdered,

He was obliged to furrender the command of the army into other
hands, at a time when that furrender was immediately followed by all
the honours, diftinftions, and rewards, which fo propeily attended
the fuccefsful event of the fiege of Pondichersy~—That they were
merited by the officer, who, aéling in Ge*ncral Stuart’s place, has en-
joyed them, is not by me, orin any quarter difputed ; but it cannot be
deemed, nor, I believe, would General Munro himfelf confider it, as
any detraltion from his merit, to fuppoie, that the fame enterprife, witly -
the fame army, would equally have fucceeded under the command of
General Stuart, who has had the advantage of much experience, and

whofe military meritsshave Leen nndifputed, even by his enemies.

The hardihips of an officer are not to be meafured mercly by
the length of time he.has been fufpended from the fervice (though
even in that view, General Htuart's fufferings have been wery conw.
fiderable), but by circumflances which are“far more affe@ing,—eby the
xoeans of fignalizing himdelf, which have been lofl, by the apenings

for aflivity, and diftinguifhed opportunities of fervice, which feldom
offer, and fcarce ever return,

‘When the whole of this matter is thoroughly kpown, and con-
hdered, will it be ferioyfly pretended by any one, tHat General
Stuart has undergone no feverities, and fuffered no punifiment #—
Or can it be fuppofed, by thole who confider what conflitutes the
pride and happine(-of an officer, that the immaterial fine impofed by
2 Court of Law upon the perfons #vied and principally adeufed, bears

HE BT
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any fort of proportion to what General Stuart, wairied, has been
obliged to fuffer for his inferior fuppofed offence?

In addition to the title which he bas to redrefs on account of his
fufferings, he Hatters himfelf that he has a flill further claim, Gen-
tlenicn, to your favowr and proteftion, as guardians of the interelts
of your conftituents, on the grounds of his ackrowledged merits.

‘That attention fhould be paid, and ample juftice done, to oflicers
who have diflinguifhed themfelves by beneficial exertions in your fer-
vice, “will e at all times eflential to the honour and mterelt of the India
Campany‘mBut it ig particplarly fo at this time, when the increafing
number of our en@nies will call for every exertion in India, where
both local and military knowledge are ablolutely neceflary, and where
thole who ftand diftinguithed by a union of thefe qualities will prin~
vipally be looked up to, as.the moft capable of performing any fusure
Sfervrces.

To the credit of the Eaft India Company, inflances ncver have
been wanting in which they have ated towards meritorious officers
upon thefe wife and honourable principles; and it has been re~
marked, with pleafure, that, upon thele principles, your conduft has,
11 a confpicuous manner, beef regulated in the recent inftance of the.
favour #rewri to that glefervifig oflicer Mayzor Horne.

The fame unfortunate diflentions at Madras, which had occafioned
your difpleafute to General Stuart, had alfo fubjelted to the fatne mif-
fortune Major Horné, Caplain Ldington, and Capiain Lyfanght. Your
ordets diic€led that thofe three officers, as well as General Stuart,
{hould be thed by a Court-Martial, on account of the {hare they
feverally, had in the feizure or confinement of Lord Pigot,

No Court-Martial was held on thofg Centlemen, in confeduence
either of your firfk orders in 17777, or of your renewéd orders i 17778,
The diffichitics which hagd. oceurred to the Governor and- Council againft

granting
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aranting 2 Cotni-Martal on General Stuait, prevented alfo the trial

r

of thofe other officers,  In this fituation, they [uftained feveral tem-
porary hardfhips, accomyanicd with evidedt wmatke of  your 1 [
pleafure,

When the news reached Madras m Summer 17786, of the commernce
ment of hoflilities with France, and the lege of Londicherry was re~
folved upon, Major Elorne made an offer of his fervices, and that offer
was accepled. e commanded the attillery 3 and from his eaperience,
zeal, and abilities, contributed preatly to the fuccefs of that enterprile.
Particular commendations of his fervices were fent home; and the im-
mediate confequence was, that, in 1779, you ient out inflrullions {o
Madras, that Major Horne fhould be teftored o the command of -
jore, which command he had attained {ublequent to the diftuibances at
Mac]ras, but from which he had been difplaced in confequence of your
erdgrs for his triay  The inflruflions fent out in 1779, for his refto-
ration to that command, were, however, qualified with this condition,
:"‘E in cafe he had been iricd and acquitted by a Gourt-Martial.”

As Major Iorne eould obtain no trial, and of courfe no acquittal,

that condition which made a trial neceflary, would of Il have Leen

{nfficient to defeat all your favourable intentions, had he remained in In-

dia; but he had failed for England before your orders reached Madras.
IIis cafe came under the confideration of the Court of RireQors

wyithin thefe few monthg, and at that time it was known that there had
been a fecond refufal at Madras of the military tial to General Stuart,
The Court, therefore, judged it proper, on every account, to take
ypon themfelves the decifion of Major Horne’s cale. Upon the
examination of it, they have not only abflained ilom any cenfure

upon bis conduft in the Madras difturbadces, but they were fo fully
fatished of s mulitary mmzr and of material fervices he had ren-
deled and might PlDb’Lbl}r hereafter render, to the Company, that
on the 2d of Janvary lafty they exprefsly rofeinded their forfacr orders

for
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for Major Horne's #ial by a Conrt-Markal; and on the 3d of Januius
it was further refolved by the Gourt of DireQtors, that Mujer florne
thould return to Madras with the rank of Colorel of Infantry, next above
Colonel Lang, which gives him an advance of four ficps, and has the
efle@ of placing him next in command to General Stuart upon the

Madias eftablifhment.
Both the attention paid to this deferving oflicer, and the mnode of

doing it, give to all the arguments I have employed in behall of Ge-
neral Stuart, much additional force, .

What you have fo recently done in Major Ilorne’s cale, affords
more than a precedent, and goes far beyond the very modeiate requefl
I have made in favour of General Stuart.

In what I have taken the liberty to propofe for my DBrother,
I have not requefled that he fhould receive any new or additional
mark of your favour, in compenfation of his {uffertngss nor have I
aimed at his being immedintely veflored (ven to the fame fituation he
formerly held; I have only propofed, that his reftoration fhould take

place cventually, and upon the firflt vacancys

When the reafonablenefs of this propofition is”compared with; and
found to fall fo far thort of, what you yourfelves have done in the cafc
of Majo: Ilorne, it 15 Lhaidly poflible to imagine that the comy lance
“with the requeft T have made can {uffer a moment’s helitation,

Youl orders for the Inilit:u'y trials of Geweral Stuart, Major Horne,
Captain Lidington, and Captain Lyfaught, originated from the famc caufe-—
the fhare they had in the feizure or confincment of Lord Pigot j=—hut

none of thefe oflicers having been able to obtain a trial by a Court-Martial,
it hag bgen difpgnfed with, and the order for 1t refonded, in the cale of

Major Honle, and will, from the rcalon of the thing, be difpenfed with
in the omfe of the other officers. Major Horne, Captain Tdington, and
Captain Lyfaught have been employed in your fervice fince the time that
your orders for their trials arrived in India; and the advantage of their

’ h '
having heen employed, appears from the {ervices they have peiformed
IR 10
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in their fevetal military fituations ; for, fingular as it is, it {o happens,
that your difpleafure, in confequence of the unfortunate difturbances

at Madras, fell upon fonr gficers, who were dillinguifhed for their
zeal and their abilities in the Company’s nulitary fervice.

But though the orders which you fent to India for a military trial
extended equally to them all, yet the refufal of that trial has been pro-
dudtive of greater misfortunes to General Stuart, than to thafe other

officers to whom the orders for a trial related
Tn the firff place, Geneval Stuart, alone, has {uftered {rom the tem.-

porary floppage of the pay; for that pait of your diredlions, though
exprefled in general terms, has, in its application, been confined to his

cafe in particular. .
Secondly, The fervices of the other three ofhcers, while under orders

for trial, were accepted of, but his were rejedted.

Thirdly, As General Stuart was at the head of the army, and, if he
had not been fuperfeded, would have commanded in chief at the fiege
of Pondicherry; a complete reparation of his injuries becomes almofl
impracticable, In ordinaiy cafes, where the difpleafurc at an oflicer
has ceafed, the reparation is generally made Dby reinflating him
directly in the fituation from which he had been difplaced, and fomne-~
times by a further promotion. But the fuperfeflion of General” Stuart,
by an officer fent from England on purpofe, has {o increaled the dif-
ficulties of doing complete juflice, that 4 have found it reafonable,
though fevere upon him, to wave any pretenfions to his being reftored
to his former fituation, until the officer, by whom he was fuperfeded,
choofes to quit the command.,

My argument is not, that thofc officers who were ordered to be tried
10 the fame manner as General Stuart, have fuffered #oo Zr{a‘z‘ie.'x—-\mmt
I know of their charatters, and of theii having ated from a fenfe of
what they confidered to be their duty, makes it impoflible*for me
to entertain any {uch idea; but the argument fugpefted by the falls L
have mentioned is, that General Stuart Jias fuffered #00 long, and greally
90 wnch,

What
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‘What reafon, or inducement, then, can there be for the con-
tinuance of {o difproportioned a meafure of punithment? And muft
not the Falt India Company feel themfelves firongly called upon, in
juflice to General Stuart, and from a fenfe of propriety, tc afford
every poflible relief to one whofe hardthips have becn beyond
all bounds, and whofe fervices have long been acknowledged, and
particularly by your Letter of the 14th of Amil, 1979, where his
conduét, in what related to the civil as well as military concerns of
the Company, has been approved of in terms highly flattering and ho-
nourable for him ¢

LAs fome account has been given of thofe fervices, in the Letter
which I bad lately the hondur to addrefs to Lord Amherft, I think it
my duty to abiftain from any repetition on that fubjet.

I'rom the unfortunate circumilances of the times, cvery thing that s
valuable to the Fafl India Company in Zudeffarz, may now, perhaps, be
decided by the events of war; for, befides the contefls in which the Com-
pany arc ¢ngaged with fome of the country powers in India, there now
exifts a ftate of war with the French, who certainly will be difpofed to
improve every opportunity of injuring the Haft India Compaay, and
benefiting themlelves in that part of the world.~—The ftate ¢{ holti-
hities lately commenced with, the Dutch, adds to the number of {oes
i Indid; and may prebably give bitth fo many military operations,
cither offenfive or defenfive, in that quarter of the globe.

If, then, there ate officers in the Company’s fervice, and.now upon
the fpot in’India, who are qualified to be highly ufeful to the State,

éan this be thc particular and well-chofen time {or the Company to de-
prive themfclvcs of all poflible utility from any officer of that delciip-
tion? Ors it confiflent with the intereflts of the State, or of the Pro-
prictors of the Faft India Company, that fich a plan of condudt fhould
be adopted, and at fuch a crifis, and that the merits of thofc ofhcets
(hould be at once extolled and negleéted 1.

v/ It
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It is not for me to fay how far this defeription of officers qualified (o
vender eflential fervices, at fuch a crifis, may be particularly applicable

to General Stuart; but without fubje@ing mylelf to the imputation
of partiality or prefumption, I may bhe pumitted to obferve, that
General Stuart either 1s, or ought to be, qualified to anfwer that de-
ﬁrxphmm—-—He has had the advantage of a regular profeffional cduca-
tinn, had many opportunitics, and particularly during the laft war, of
{feeing real fervice, of alting under refpeflable commanders, and in
fituations well caleulated to form an ofhcer,~And as military know-
ledge has been the great objet and ftudy of his life, it 1s at leafl
probable, that the eflimation in which he is held by military men as
a ufeful officer, is not entirely without foundation.

You yourfelves, Gentlemen, in your Letter of Apul 1779, have
been pleafed ta exprels this opinion of his military merits, and to found
upon them an expeQation of imporiant future firvices.

But if’ the compliments that have been paid to him by the Court of
Direttors, are followed with no confequences that may {top the current
of his misfortunes, anlreinftate him in a capacity of being ufeful tothe
Public, what a difcouragement will it be to the zeal of oflicers in your
fervice, to exert themlelves in acquiing thole praifes which they have
hitherto been accuftomzd to confider as fo valuable, and as the certain

earneft of your future favour and protetion ?

"

Thus, Gentlemen, I have laid beforc you all the material cips
cumftances of General Stuart’s cafe ;—his {uppofed offence j——his
actual fufferings 3—the refufal of “his trial j~—the ” acknowledgment

of his merits 3~-and the method of redréfs which he tililgff limfelf

well entitled to folicit and exped. I confidered it as a part of
*

my duty to rcprefent to you all thefe particulais,~it is your pro-

vinee to decide upon them; and T have nothing further to add,
I " before
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before I concludz this Letter, but a repetition of the affurances I
gave you at the beginning of it, that no occafion can, I think, pol-
fibly occur, which fhall induce me to give you any further tronble ; for,
if all I have already {aid fhall not be found fuflicient to explain
the unmerited hardfhips of General Stuart’s f{ituation, and to imprefs
firongly on your minds the juflice and neceflity of aflording the pro-
pofcd relief, I defpair of fucceeding in that attempt by any further
endeavours; and I fhall it down, fulpeQing, that there cither is fome
weaknefs in General Stuart’s cafe, which my partiality prevents me fiom
difcovering, or that I have not been able to put {orth the firength of’
it in fuch a manner as it deferves; and it muft be left to the impar-
Jiality of the world at large to decide, Whether the refufal of all re~
drefs to General Stuart (if fuch refufal can Dbe poflible) ought to be
tmputed to the defets of his caufe, his advocate, or his judges?

I have the honour to be, with great refpect,

GENTLEMTLN,
Your moft faithiul,,

And obediznt humble {exvant,,

BraxLey-SqUuark,
March ¢, 1781,

ANDY, STUAR.
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MY LORD,

H E duty which I owe to an abfent Brother, whofe fitnation

ftands diftinguithed by an accumulation of hardfhips, puts me
uiider the neceffity of requefting your Lordfhip’s attention to the un-
ufual circumitances of his cafe.

It is well known to your Lordthip, that my Brother Colonel James
Stuart had the honor to ferve his Majefty during the courfe of laft war;
and that in the various branches of military duty which fell to his fhare
in Europe, North America, and the Weft Indics, he conducted himfelf
to the fatisfaction of his feveral refpe€able Commanders, and adled
with reputation to himfelf, and utility to the Public.

During the peace which followed, Colonel Stuart turned his thoughts
towards the fervice of the Eaft India Company, and before the coms
mencement of the prefent war, having, by his Majefty’s permuffion,
entered {jnto that fervice he failed for India in the month of November
1775+ ) ' :

The fituation in which he went to India, was that of Second in Com-
mand of all the Fafl India Company’s Forces upon the Coafl ol Coro-
mandel, with the rank of Colonel ; and, by exprels appointment from
the Eaft*India Company, it was fettled, that upon the death, refigna-
tion, or removal of Bripadier-general Sir Robert Fletcher, at that tune
Commander in Chicf upon the Coaft, and in a declining flate of health,
Colonel Stuart fhould fucceed to that CGommand, a_nd to the rank of
Brigadierzgeneral, in the fame manner as they were enjoyed by Sir

Robert Fletcher,

o

B { alonel
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Colonel Stuart arrived at Madras in the month of May 17976, Sir
Roberxt Fletcher died in the December following ; and upon that event
Colonel Stuart became of courfe Commander in Ghief upon the Coalt,
with the rank of Brigadier-general in the Company’s fervice.

In the month of Augult 1747, a Promotion of Officers in his Ma-
Jeﬂ:y s fervice took place ; at which time a great number of Licutenant-
colonels obtained the rank of Colonel,

My Brother was then near the head of the 1ift of thofe Lieutenint-
colonels who were entitled to rank from that promotion ; but that rank
was with-held from him, while Thirty~two Lieutcnant-colonels,
younger in the {ervice, were made Colonels upon that occafion. H

Since the month of Augult 1777, the lift of Officers now above
him, and who werc at that time below him, 1 incraﬂ.i'qd by the number
of Fifty-nine; fo that{ince Colonel Stuart went to India, there are now
no lefs than Ninety-one junior Lieutenant-colonels who have got rank
over him, and to his pre udice, befides Forty-fix Officers of Militia,
Four of Fencibles, One of Artilléty, and Five of Marines, who lLave
likewife got the rank of Colonel in that peried.

The firlt intimation of my Brother’s being left out of the Promolion
of Augult 1777, was by a Letter to me, then in Scotland, from Lord
Birrington, the Secrctary at War, dated the 3':1 of ﬂcljt_e:mhcr 1777,
A copy of that letter, and of my anfwer,-and of a {fecond letter reccived
from his Lordfhip on the fame {ubjec, in- Oﬁ‘cobm 1747, T have now
“the honour to inclofe to your Lordihip.

Thefe letters do not exprefsly fpecify the motives for with-holding
‘the rank which Colonel Stuart was at that time intitled to expedl, nor

.do they mentlon the time during which this fuﬁ)enﬁ{m was {0 be COM

unuad or what circumftances thould be deemed fuflicien? to put an
end to it. -

ey

There is, however, onc pardgraph in his Lordfhip’s letter of the 3d
of September 1777, which gives reafon to conclude, that the diflurb-
ances which had happened at Madras in the year 1776, and 6f which,

. ; the
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the mofl alatming reports had been fpread in England, were the fole
eafe of with-holding from CGolonel Stuait the: rank in queftion,
until it fhould be known what his conduét had been in thefe difturb-
anccs, and what had been the confequences of them in the Settlement

at Madras.

The paragraph here alluded to, is in thefe words: “ This letter
“ therefore 1s not intended as an apology, but as an aflurance, that {ull
“ and perfect jultice will be done to him (Colonel Stuart) hereafter, if
¢ his conduét in India refembles the reft of his condué through life. ¥
* depend on your giving him this affurance in my name,” &c.

~ From the terms of the above letter, as well as from the gencral temnor
of Colonel Stuart’s condu@ and military charadler, there are two infer-
ences which feemn unavoidable,

The one is, that the hardfhip inflidled npon Colonel Stuart, at the
time of the promotion in 1777, did not take its rife from any part of hig
condult while in his Majefy's fervice.

The fecond inference is, that the keeping his vank in {ufpenfe was
meant only to be a femporary meafure, until authentic accounts fhould
be received of the’ nature and confequences of thefe difturbances at
Madras, in the year 1776, and of Coloncl Stuart’s condut upon that
occaflon,

If it be admitted, and 10 one can difpute it, that the with~holding
from Tolonel Stuarg his rank, did not proceed from any part of his
condult while in bis Majefly's fervice, but that, on the contrary, he was
held in eftimation as an active, intelligent, and deferving officer, military
men, with whom 1 have converfed on the fubje&, are of opinion, that
upon :Lhefe admitted facts, Colonel Stuart mlght reafonably have cx-
pecred the "benefit of a promotion which is allotted to officers in his
Majefty's fervice, meely on account of their ftanding in that lervice ;
and that it would likewife have been natural to exped, that no rumours
or reports about his conduét in the forvice of the Eaft India Come
pany, thould have had the effe of depriving him, even for a monent,

B 2 ) of
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of that preferment which he had earned, both by the nutnber of years
he had ferved in the King's army, and by the aQive and ufeful fervices
in which he had been engaged.

It has further been cbicrved, that what made it lefs reafonable that
this rule {hould have been departed from, is, that thole {rom whom
Colonel Stuart holds a commiffion in another fervice, have in their
own hands fufficient power to make him, or any other officer in their
fervice, feel feverely the eftefts of their difpleafure, if he fhould be
found to bave merited it, after a proper enquirvy or trial, which they of
themfelves have {uflicient authority to inftitute.

And finally it has been remarked, that the mere pofidility of an ofli-
cer’s having been guilty of offences in another fervice, ought not at
any period preceding his trial and conviélion, to preveat his receiving,
ag a matter of courfe, the benefit of a promotion in his Majefty's
fervice; and this proceeds upon the plaineft principles of juftice, con-
firmed by conflant practice, that every man is prefumed to be inno-
cent, and {o treated, until he be alually proved to be guilty ;~but in
the prefent cafe, the firongeft additional reafons concurred, becaufe vpon
the fuppofition of Celonel Stuart’s being tried and juftly convied in
India, fubfequent to his promotion in the King’s fervice, it would always
hive remained, as it undoubtedly ought, jn his Majefty’s breaft, to de~

prive him of all benefit from that and evéry other promotion, by dif~
mifling him from his fervice. 3 -

In my letter to Lord Barrington, in the month of O&ober X777, I
communicated {fome obfervations of this nature ; but thefe obfervations
were unavoidably too late for the defirable purpofe of prevention, ag

before they could reach his Lordthip, and indeed before any intimation
was given to me on this fubjedt, the hardfhip complaived of had been
sactually done. .

n
5 #

Having thus as &oncifely as poffible hrought under your Lordihip’s
£
- view the reafons which induced judicious and military men to be of

opinion,
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opinion, that Colonel Stuart had a jufl pretenfion to be included in

the promotion of the year 14747, I {hall not prefume to take up moie of
your Lordfhip’s time unneceflarily, on this branch of the {ubjed@, but
{hall proceed to fhew, that cven if the exclufion of Colonel Stuart {rom
the promotion in 1777, could be confidered as originally r1cnT, yet
the further prolongation of that hardthip would now be wroNGg, as the
ground is effintially changed, and none of the 1cafons on which the fufk
meafure of denying Colonel Stuart his rank was juftified, can be
thought in any degree applicable to the further-continuance of this
unufital and mark’d difcouragement to an officer in his Majefty’s
fervice.

" Tor eftablifhing the truth of this affextion, it will be proper, in the
firlt place, to mention to your Lordfhip the reports whicl were circu-
lated in this country about the Madras aflairs, and to {tate the beft rea-

{fons which I have ever heard offered, for the meafure of with-halding
from Colonel Stuart the benefit of the promotion in the year 1777 ;
intreating, al the fame time, your Lordfhip’s particular attention to the
very material difference there has been between the firlt reports that
were current here, and the {aéls ag they have finte {urned out.

The reports and alarms which, in the year 1777, had come pver
from India, concerning the tranfa&tions at Madras, in the month of
Auguﬁ 1776 when Loid Pigot was awcclied and coufined by lui]itmy
force,had not only excited & great flame in this country amonglt thofewho
were attached to Lord P1g0t but they had likewife produced in many
quartcrs an apprehenfion about the fafety of the fettlement where
thefe trapfadlions had happened. Some men really believed, that the
{ettlement was in danger, either from the Company's fervants, or from
the caunti’*y powers in India, or from both. A civil wir, anar

chy, ang confnfion, were reprefented as the unavoidable confequences
of what had happened ; and as it had'fallen to Colonel Stuart’s lot to

garry into exccution the orders iffued by the Majority of the Council at
Madrasy for taking poflellion of the Fort at Madras, and for arvclling
and
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and confining, by military force, the perfon of Lord Pigné; he, Co-
lonel Stuatt, was reprefented and confidered as a perfon principally
concerned in thofe difluibances, Not only fo, but it was reported,
and loudly afferted, even at Cencral Courts of the India Propiietors, that
Colonel Stuart had got the army at his devotion; that he would et
up for himfelf, and difrepard any orders ilued from Jngland.

Gch were the reports and alarms which prevailed. Under thelr in-
fuence (as is fuppofcd), b= meafure of excluding Colonel Stuart from

the promotion in Y777 Was taken, and this fuppofed caufe of that
meafiire Cﬁftélil’ll'}" formed its beft juftification, Permit me, therelore, once
more Lo requeft your Lordfhip would obfeive, how totally differciit every,
thing has uned out in point of Fa@ ; lor the alarms and imaginary
rerrors, entertained in the year 1777, have now been long difpelled, and
the injuftice done to Colonel Stuart, by fuppofing him capable of fich
conduét or intentions, las been made manifélt by the moft authentic
and unequivocal- proofs.

[nftead of confufion and civil war, there never was a more {ettled
fiate of peace and fecutity, than that which took place throughout
the whole extent of the fettlement of Madras, during the period
of that government, which commenced in the month of Augult 1470,
and continued till the month of Auguf 1777 5 and, mtwithﬂanding
¢he temporary diflentions in Augufl 177'"6,ﬂ it is admitted, that while
thefe diffentions were at their oreatcft height, even at that very critie
cal period, not one life was loft 3 and that fubfequent to the adl of
confining Lord Pigot, no individudl in the fettlement {uflained any
Injury, either in his perfon or property. "'

Inftead of refiftance on the part of Coloncl Stuart, as Jhad- falfcly
heen predidled in this country, there has been the moft uniform and
implicit obedienge paid by him to the orders from home.

When Mr. Whithill arrived at Madras, in the month of Augufl 1777,
with the new commiffion of government, Colonel Stuart msathe fieft

perfon who accompianicd the hew Governor to the parade ; was prefent

at
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at the pul}iic reading of that new Commiflion of Government, and
of the order for his own fufpenfion.

Ilis behaviour upon that occafion is deferibed in the {ollowing para-
graph of a letter from the new Governor and Council at Madras,
to the {upreme Council of Bengal, dated the 31{t of Augufl 1977,

“ We think it alfo neceflary to obferve, with 10/pelt to Brigadier General
“ Stuart, whofe fitnatop 12 the late tranfaltons was peculiar, that be
“ fhewed the fame inrplicit obediconce, on bis part, to the authority of the

“ Company ; atlended on the parade at the reading of the Company's Com-
“ wmiffion of Govermment to the troops, and wwas fludions, by bis whole

“ condudt, to fhew lo the officers and foldiers the proper fenfe which be

i

¥ entertained of the Gompany's vrders”
Such was the condu&t of Colonel Stuart, at the time when (he firlk

accounts were brought 1o him of his being {ufpended from the Gom~
pany’s fervice, during fix months, though no fpecific crime or charge
was alleged againfl him inthe order for fuipenfion ; and though he thus
found himfelf deprived of the command of an army, which it had
been his ftudy and his pride to improve for the advantage of the State,
and of the Fafl India Comphny; and accordi;lgly much credit had
accrued to him from the fuccefs of the meafures he had taken for putting
it on the moft 1efpedlable {ooring.

Al the diflance of fome inanths after the arrival of this firft order by

Mr., Whithill in Aagult 1997, additional orders from the Gampany
were brought to Madras in February 1448, by the new Governor,
Mr, Rumbold, who had left England in the month of July 1777, By
thefe orders, Colonel Stuart {found himlelf fuperfeded in the command,
by the appointment of another officer, Colonel Munro, who was fent
from England, on purpofe to take the command of the army at Ma«
dras ; and this appointment carried with it, according to the military
etiguette, an additional circumflance of mortification, as Colonel Munro

was a junior oflicer in the King’s fervice,
\ NPT :
The orders thys brought by Mr. Rumbold infliCting a hard(hip on
Colonel Stuart, the more fevere as no provifion was at that time made

L

Ly about
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about his being reflored to the command of the army at any period, or
in any cvent, met, however, with the fame implicit obedicnce on Co-
Jonel Stuart’s part 3 and thus the new Commander i Chiel, as well as
the new Governor, found Lhe {fetlement in a perieél {flate of obedicnce
and tranquillity, without the fmallefl {yxnptom of a difpolition in any
quarter, civil or military, to queftion or refift the orders of the Kafl
India Company.

The refutation which the above ftatc of faéts contains of the reports
which prevailed in "England in the year 1747, forms onc very im-
portant branch of the proofs by which I hope to fatisfy your Lordfhip
of the change of fituation ; fince it mudt be evident from what has been.
{ftated, that, in one material relpe& at leaft, the circumiftances under

the influence of which Colonel Stuart was excluded Trom his promo-

tion, arc now not only unqueftionably changed, bul totally reverfed

T fhall next beg leave to mention to yourlLordﬂlip fome other par-
ticulars, which thew ftill ftronger the very cffential change of fituation.

In the month of July 1777, the Direélors of the Eall India Com-
pany, at the fame time that they fent out by Mr. Rumbold a new com-
miffion of government to Madras, fent out orders for calling home to
England all the civil {ervants of the Compiiny who had compoled the
Council at Madras at the time when the diftuibances happened there ;
ant with refpect to the military oflicers \ﬁfho, in ‘the arrelt and con-
finement of Loid Pigot, bad afled in obedicnce to the orders of the
Majority of Council, direftions were fent out by Mr. Rumbold, that
they fhould be fufpended the fervice, and tried by a Courtwfvlzu'tial.
This order for fidpenfion and tvial related particularly to*Brigadicr-
General Stuart, Lieutenant-Colonel Horne, Captain Edinglon, and
Captain Lyfauglit, .

[ take it for granted, that, in the month of Augull, when the pe-
neral promotion of officers in the I{igg’s' fervice took place, the Scere

tary al War had heard of this order, which, in 111e“prcceding month
O 3 nF
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of July, had been fent out by the India Dircllois; and if fo, the
knowledae of this flep taken by the India Duelors might induce the
fﬁurctnry at War to confider that ovder in the fame light in which
e would have confidered an order, under the voyal anthority in thus
country, for the trial of an oflicer by a Cowt-Mairtial {o: offence.
committed - his Majefty’s {ervice ; in which cafe, T have been told,
that the promotion of fuch olhcer is generally kept in {ufpenfe, untl
the cvent of hig taial i kown.

But thele two cafes are, in many refpects, which will readily occur
to your Lordfhip, {fo cflentially dilferent, that they cannot, I appre-
hend, without manifefl injury to his Majefly’s fervice, be confidered as
on the {fame footing ; and it muft be obvious, that many hurtful and
inconvenient confequences would arife, if "it were o be aflumed as a
principle at the War-Office, that when an Oflicer by the King’s per-
miflion enters into the fervice of the Eaft-India Company, he is, from
~that moment, to be fubject to have all his future cxpeQations in his

Majefly’s ferviee, as well agall the confequences of his former merits in
that fervice, regulated implicitly by the procecdings and opinions of the
Direlors of the Faft-India Company, or their Scrvants in India,

I am ready, however, to admit, that at the time of the promo-
tion in 1447, it might very naturally and reafonably be lal'cftllned.qu
the Seeretary at War, that the orders given by the Laft India Com-
- pany for Coloncl Stuart’s trial by a Court~Martial would, as fpeedily
as poflible, be obeyad by their Servants at Madras s and, thercfore, that
the intermediate fhort delay, by not allowing him the benefit of a promo-
tion in his Majefty’s fervice until the cvent of that trial was knowmn,
could not"be very prejudicial either to his honour or his intereft

But.in this the event has proved fo contrary to all reafonable ex-
pefation, that if the neafe of flopping Colonel Stuart’s rank in the
King’s fervice proceeded at all upon the orders then recently fent by
the India Company for his trial by a Caurt-Martial, and upon the idea
that he Would fpeedily have an ppportunity, by that trial, of getting "uftice

done (o his chara@er and condugt, there mufl now be the firongell reafon
G for
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for reverny, a meafure founded upon a fuppofivon whichin the cvent
has seen found to be totally erroncous, and m its canfequences highly
injutions to Colondd Stuart,  Lor the veal {adl s, that notwithftanding,
the ordere et out by the Indie Company in July 1777, for bis
imnicdinte trial by a Cowmt-Martialy, that trial wae) in the b ain-

ning of the year 17470, veluled by the Governor and Council at
Madras; and notwithltanding the renewed peremptory orders feat out
in the month of December 1778 fo1 his tiial, the benefit of that trial by
a Court-Martial has again, i the beginnng of the prfent year 1780,
becn refuled to him.

As no part of the Secrctary al War's letter to me has {pecilied the
motives or paiticular grounds on which it had Dbeen judpged proper o
withhold from Colonel Stuatt the bencfit of the promodon in the year
1777, I have thought it neceflary to confider thefe motives, under the
only two poflible alpects in which I apprehend they are capable of being
confidered,~-as proceeding cither {rom the veports then current, or from
the orders that had been given by the India Company for his trial

by a Cowmt-Maitial.

But it has been thewn, hat, upon either of thefe principles, 4 o rownd
1sb0tally changed~1f the reports about the fafety of the Scttlement, ox
the rumours {pread about the confequences of the conduét imputed to
Colonel otuart, gave 1ile to the nwaﬁlf‘éi thele reports and rumours
have been proved to be falfe.~-I[ it procecded on a fuppolition, that
Colonel Stuart’s trial by a Gourt-Martial would certainly and fpeedily
take place, the cvent, after repeated experiments, and after fubje@ing
him. to the moft cruel flate of fufpenfe during feveral tediousyears, has
totally deftroyed that fuppofition.

N
g

The fa& of Colonel Stuart's being twice refufed in India his trial by

1 Court-Martial, is very generally knowny and it is alfo known, that, upon
oth occafions, that trial was carneftly {olicited on- his part: but the
trongell
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ftronpclt pr;}o{' of thie will arife fiom the perufal of the proceedings at
Madras in the years 1778 and 1780, while the pranting or vefnfing the
Court-Martial was in agitation, I have thereforc taken the liberty to
accompany this Letter with a full and exa& flate of thele proceedings.

The contents of thefe papers ave material, becaufe they not only con-
tain the mofl unquellionable proofs of his zeal to be tried, and of the
firongeft cfforts uled by him to biing on that trial without delay, but
becaule they alfo contain the reafons given by the Governor and
Council at Madras {or refuling the trial, ~

Thus, in the General Letter to the Court of Dire€ors from the (Fo-
vernor and Gounell at Madras, dated the 14th of March 1778, there is
the {ollowing paragraph on the fubjeét of the {irfl trial that was or-
dered :

“ General Stuart, as foon as be was furnifhed with a copy of your
“ orders, and before we came to any refolution concerning him, addreffed
¢ three letters to us, all of them prefling upon us, n the vpft anvions man-
“ pery bis defire o be tried by a Goirt-Martial; and Jearing left any
“ donbts or difficultees fhould occnr to us on the fubi &, he introduced feves
“ yal arguments to fhew bis right to demand a Court-Martial, and pointed
“ ont different artwcles in the drticles of War, by which be thoughi e

A

“ might be tricd.  Although Ins letters did not contain any reafons of fuf-
. Sicient firengrh ro induce us™to alier our optnions upon bis coft, yet the
“ nuueafinels of mnd fxﬁrg/éa in them was fuch, that we felt much concern
“ for the pecrliar circumflances of bis fituation.”

Here itis proved, by the moft unqueflionable authority, that of the very
perfons who refufed the Court-Martial, and who werc cndeavouring (o
juﬁify}he&ﬂblvcs to the Gourt of Dire@los for didobedicnce to their
orders, that it was not owing to any {ault or rclu@ance on the part of
Colonel Stuart that the trial had not procceded ; on the contrary, that
lie had nfed every cffort tn promote i(. *

Other parts of the fame letter from the Governor and Council at M-
dras, {hew that tht,;: reafons which induced them to refule the tridd, were
chiefly founded on prudential confiderations, and upon a doubt whether

* G 1 Courte



(x2 )

1 . * oy 4
a Court-Mattial was competent to decide upon a cale which involved
queflions of nice difcuffioy, relative to the Company’s conflitutional
Government.  This is exprefled very cleaily in the following para-

graph of their Letter:
& Fhi odls tf.-:ff’n:ﬂfnc{; r.cwz’;nyﬁ; %Wr;f{g l’]x:.‘jff,rﬁm’ fff/'m late 1.9 rzrfjr:gﬁaz‘

“ qure fufficiently clear.  Your difapprobation of thofe atts is flrongly cx-
“ prefled in your late orders s but that difapprobation does not make thin:
“ gffenfive in the cye of martial laww, and no charge conld be grounded upou
% i1, In order to determine whether General Stuarf s conduét be ¢ ininal
 in that view, and before any charge could be prepared, it became requi-
“ fite to confider the nature of the orders and authority under whih be
“ gfled, with other particular circumflances altending the arrff of Lord
«“ Pigot- The Gﬂm]ﬁfzf{y’.r Records, and General Stuar#'s own Narrative
“ of the Iranfaltion, clearly fhew, that bis Lordfbip was arrefled by an
 order under the fignature of George Stratton Lfguire, Sir Robert Ilet-
¢ cher, Henry Brooke, Chatles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Irancis Jour-
¢ dain, and George Mackie, Efguires ; awbich order General Siwarty in
 the Narrative, declares be confidered as legal, and the Gentlemen whbo
“ iflued it the legal Reprefertatives of the Company, GENERAL STUART
“ APPLARS TO HAVE DONL NOTHING IN THI§ TRANSACTION IN~-
¢« pLPENDENT O THAT AUTHORITY WIICH GAVE IIM ‘THE
 ORDILR. JIfthat authority were clearlyllegal, or the order illegal, the
“ arreff and imprifonment of Lord Pigot, by mthtary force, may bevdecmed
“ anall of mutiny, awd the perfons concerned /mé/c:: to be triedy by an cx~
“ profs article of war ; but we own to you, thefe queflions appear to us to
“ be of fo nice and important a nature, that we did not think ourfelves com-
“ potent to form a Judgment upon them, with that precifi o which was
“ peceffary to conflituie and maintan a charge againft an Off c:cr Jor a crime
“ deemed capital by martial law.” "

The paragraph here coﬂbied exprefles diftinétly the prounds on which
the Court~-Martial was refufed ; but it is material in another refpedl,
inafmuch as it contains the opinion of the Governor and Counecil al

Madras, with regard to the full extent of what could be alleged againft
Colonel
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Colonel Stdart, and the ground on which he mufl be trled, if ever
his trial fhould take place; for it exprefsly Eleelares, not only that
he had afled under the auvthority of an order from the Members
of the Council therein named, (which is a faét proved indecd by
the written orders themfelves il extant); but it is anaterial to ob=-
{erve, that it {urther contains the opinion of the Governor Mr. Rum-
bold, the Commander in Chief General Munro, and the other Mem-
bers of the Council at Madras {the very perfons to whom the orders
for granting the Court-Martial were direfled), * That Colonel Stuart
“ appeared to have done nothing in this ttanfaélion independent of that

¢ authority which pave him the order;” from which the inference

..“

made by the-Governor and Council is, that the {ole foundation for con-
[btuting or mamtaming a chmge againlt Colonel Stuart, mufl depend

on the legality or illegality of the order and authority under which he
acted.

The matter having been brought to this iflue, it could be judged of
in England as well as in India, and might be judged of without the in-
tervention of a Court-Martial as well as with it.

¥
)
1

The Letter, {rom the Governor and Council at Madras, to the Court
of Direttors, dated the 12th of February 14780, which makes part of the
printed colledtion ndw tranfinitted to your Lordihip, exprefles the 1eafons
which induced them, a lecond time, to refufe the trial which had heen or-
dered by the Dire@ors, and fo carneftly folicited by Colonel Stuart. Thefe

reafons are, in moft refpeés, fimilar to thofe which had been ai-

figned by them for refufing the Court-Martial in the year 1778,

This appears particularly from the following pamgmphs of their Letter
of the 12th of Yebruary 1780 .

“ You leave it to our judgments to form the [pecific charges; and hav-

 jng [& done, the refponfibility’ of ihe meafure refls almoff entirely upon us,
 qorthout
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 qouthont any clue to guide us through the embarraffinents whih we for-
“ merly flated, and which arc rather increafed than dinnifhed by the opruion
“ of the Law Counfel ; for ihofe Geutlemen have [ol cn awvay from this cafe
““ the point upon which we coneetved the condull of Brigadier-generd
“ Stuart, in asmilitary view, principally turned, wamcly, the legalt y o
“ llegality of the anthority by which be alicd, and have grvcn us nothing
“ to go wpon e its room ; fince they declare, that whether bis condull, in
“evccuting the order, can or cannot fubjelt him to a cbarge of Mutiny,

“ depends on circuomflances, of whih they have no proper informnation.”

The Letter then procezds in thefe words

“ drthe late Lord Pioot was arrefled at the diffance of ball a mile be=
“ goud the walls of the garrifon, a natwral gucflion arofe, whil we
“ Jated 1 our Lelter of the 140l of March 14778, relative lo the extent of
“ his command as Governor of the Fort.  General Munrd’s opinion on this
“ fubject, which we bave alrcady recited, déclares, that the arrefling
“ Lord Pigot, out of the Iorty was an afl which did not come nnder any
“ article of war.  This is a point wwbich fecmed to us malirial lo Yawve beci
“ alcertained ; but yonr inflruciions, and the opinions of the Conncidl, are
“ quite filcut on the fubject.’

g /

‘Lhe whole tenor and progrefs of the procecdings at Madras, in the

; * " - *

cars 1778 and 1780, onthe fubjedt of the Court-Martial in queftion

7 7 ? } - | )
cleaily indicate, that it was the opinion of tHe Governor, the Commander
. 3§ L] f
i Chief, and the Council there, that unlefs Colonel Sfuart could be "made
fubjet to a charge of MuTiNy, for the arrefl of Lord DPigot, there
could be no foundation for bringing him to a trial by a Court-Martial :

at the lame time they have clearly fhewn their opinions, and (heopinion
of General Munro the Commander in Chicf, that as Lord }*igot had
been arrelted out of the garrifon of Fort St. George, this was an adl
which did not come under any article of war, "

The prinapal, {f not the only hefreanon with the Governor and Couneil
at Madras, feems to have been, whether Colonel Stuart might not he
brought in as guilty of Mutiny, by making him refponfible for the iegality

or
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or dlgoality of the order under which he afled.  But any idea of in-
volving him in the crime of Mrusinzy, in this way, was obftructed by
the Law opinions that had been fent fiom England, where the Attornes
and Solicitor General, and other ciminent Counfely had given it as
thadr opmion, “ Yhat 1t would not follvw as a weceffary conf queree,

“ that the Mepality of the ordes would Jubycét the Officer to a chorge of
“ Mutiny.”

On this point there are fo many facks and arguments in jullification of
Colonel Stuart’s condud, that, fuppofing the illegality of the order to be
clearly cflablifhied, there canbe no chanee of hisbeing involved in a charge
of Mutiny by that means ; althqugh it mufl be owned that, {rom the cx-
preffions of the Letter from the Governor and Council at Madras to
the Dire€lors, there feems to have becn a ftrange idea entertained on
their part, that it might be poflible to involve Colonel Stuait in «
capital offence, by this new (pecies of Mutiny which had occuired to
then, though not thought of or exprefled in the Mutiny A€, or in the
Atticles of War, |

Upon the whole, thercfore, of what has palled in the courfe of canvai~
fing this matter, it cannot be unrcafonable to maintain, that although
there has been no formal fentence of a Court-Martial upon Cologc
Stuarty yet faéls have been afcertained, and opinions given, which, in'a
cafe of this nature, onght t6'be conlidered as cquivalent to the fentence

of a Cour I-Mm’zr?! »

The cxlcumﬂfmces of Colonel Stuart’s cafe, from the full printed fate
of it which I gave in to the India Direflors in December 1948, and {rom
other means of information, are now {o fully known, that thele, joined
with the opinions above mentioned, given by the Commander in Chict,
and the Governor and Council at Madras, and with the opinions quoted
of the Law Counfcl in England, may fairly be allowed, in a cafe {¢ pecu-
itarly civcumftanced, to have the {fame efle@” ag if Colonel Stuart had
fucceeded in the repeated requefls he fo earneltly made, for having the

-y .
Judgment
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judgment of a Court~-Martial, with all the forms tlmit ndually attend
it. ”

Such Inlerpretation may with the more reaton be contended for, as
solonel Stuart and his {riends, from the yew 1777 to the prefent year
1780, have, in the {ace of every poflible hazard with refpedl to him per
fonally, not only provoked arnd {olicited a trial by o Conrt-Martraly but
demanded it as his right. And it ought further to be confidered, that, by
the hurtful and mortifying delays and difappointments in the courle of
thofe years, he has already fuflered more than any Court-Martial could
poflibly have infli¢ted upon him, cven if he had been found guilty ol

what 1s laid to his charge.
The proof of this aflertion leads to a new fubjeél; and T flatter myfclf

it will be found, that the ulertton is not rathly made, when your Liords-

thip confiders what I am now to flate, concerning a memorable trial

that happened lafl year in Weltminfier-ITall,

The whole of the tranfadlions at Madras, in the year 17776, and par-
ticularly what related to the diflurbances at the time of the {cizure and
confinement of Lord Pigot, have, in the courfe of this lafl year, under-
cone a i@ and folemn ferutiny in the court of King’s Bench, n o
profecution by his Majefiy’s Attorney General againfl Mr. Stratton,
and the other members who compofed the Majority of the Council at
Madras, when Lord Pigot was feized and coufined by their orders.

In that proceeding, thofc members were chargcd with :1ﬂlu11%ng the
government in Auguit 17706, and with the feizure, confincment, and
detention of Lord Pigot, and for having iflued the orders to Colonel
Sluart, in confequence of which Lord Pigot was fo {eized and confined.

I'he perfons accufed acknowledged the affumption of the govern-
ment, but defended themfclves on the ground of civil or political
neeeflity, on their being Jdn duty bound to prevent the fubverfion of

the conftitution, which, they alledged, had been manifeilly attempted
hy feveral violent, illegal, and defpotic &8s on the part of Loxd Pigot.

L]

They
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They further maintained, that the legal government of Madras was vefled
sor 1n the Governor with a Minority of Council, but in them the Majo-
rity of the Council; and that the meafures they had taken were under the
[irm perluafion, that this was the true Government of the Madras Prefi-
d‘-:‘:n(:y; in thort, that th ey had ad¥pd npon the trae prmcilﬂes of that confli=
tution, upon the neceflity of the cafe, and upon motives of public utility ;
and that, in fadl, the peice and fafety of the fettlement had been preferved
by what they had done, and that the affairs of the Faft India Company
in that {ettlement had profpered greatly during their adminiftration.

There never was a caufe profecuted with more zeal, or more abilities;
and though the jury brought in a verdi€l againft Mr. Stiatton and the
other gentlemen, for alluming the government, and for having iffued
the orders for feizing and confining Lord Pigot by military force, and
for' having aftecrwards detained him a prifoner; yet the Judges of the
Court of King’s Bench, after weighing the whole of the evidence for
and againft the perfons accufed, pronounced an unanimous judgment,
by which the total extent of the punifhment infliCted by them was a {ine
of One Thounfand Pounds to be paid by cach of the defendants.

One confideration that weighed with the Judges in their decifion, as
appears from their opinion delivered by Sir William Afhhurfl, was, that

the meafures taken by Mr. Stratton, and the other Members of the
Jorily of Council, in the month of Auguft 1776, had been firfl plo-
duced by feveral arbitrary ¢u1d illegal afls on the part of Lord Pigot,
which were flrongly arraigned in the opinion delivercd by the Judges
of the King’s Bench;—but befides this, attention was allo paid to the
various other particulars above smentioned, which had been wged by
the defendants in juftification or alleviation of their conduct,

Here it 1 highly proper to remark, that from what pafled at the
time of pronouncing thic judgment, theic is realon to doubt whether the
fine would not have been 1efliicted cven to a leflgr fum, ifsthe defendants
had not been confidered as particularly blumeable for {ulpending (afler

they had sflnmed the government) four of the Membeys of Lord Pigot’s
" D Council,

ot
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Counctl, Mcflis. Rufell, Dalrymple, Stone, and Latham. Great weight
was laid upon this circimftance of the defendants conduél. The Judges

upon the trial particularly condemned it, and remarked, that in this the
defendants had followed the conduét which they themfelves had con-
demned in Lord Pigot. But in fo farr as this offence, committed by
the Members of Council, had effe@ in producing the judgmcent that
was pronounced againfl them, no inference can be made from it againft
Colonel Stuart, or the other military officers, who werc employed only
for carrying into execution the orders they had received for feizing and
confining Lord Pigot ; for neither Colonel Stuart, nor any of thefe Of-
ficers, were Members of the Council which fulpended Mellvs, Rujfél/,
Daolrymple, Stone, and Latham. -
The inferences from the whole of what thus pafled, upon the moft
{olemn trial of thofe Members of the Council at Madras, muft, 1 am

perfuaded, have becn alteady anticipated by your Lordihip.

When we fee that the Members of the Majority of the Council had, by
a verdict of their country, been found guilty of aftuming the government,
and of ifluing the orders for {eizing and confining Lord Pigot, &e. 5 and
when it appears that the circumflances in mitigation of their oflence, after
fuch a verdict, had the effe@ to refiri@l the total amount of the punifh-
ment, inflited by the Judges, to a ine of OneThoufand Pounds j~—it mufl
£rértai111y follow, that Colonel Stuart, who did #of ufinp the government,
who was zo Member of Council at the time of Lord Pigot’s confinement,
who iflued zo original order, but only obeyed the ofders he had 1::ccivcd
from the Majority of Council, in whom he firmly believed the legal
powers of the government to be vefted I fay it muft fmllow,ﬂthﬂt npon
thefe grounds he would have been abfolved from any punifhment or
fine whatever 5 or at the moft, that any fine or cenfure alldtted to his
inferior gffence, muft have been reduced to fomething fo infignificant,
a3 to be free from any prejudicial conlequences ; for, in the report made
hy the prefent Governor and Council at Madras, to the India Direﬂara,
it 15 exprefoly faid, “ Colonel 5t11art$ap1:~“¢al'e(1 to have done nothing in

0 ’ ¢ {his
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“ this tranfadtion independent of that authorit}l which pave him the
“ order.”

The prevailing opinton, in the fettlement itfelf] had long been,
that the lepal government was vefled in the Majority of Counci, and
this alfo was the opmion of the Supieme Council at Bengal. The
Eaft India Company themfelves, by their Inflru@ions fent out by Mr.
Whithill, in the year 1747, declared the legal government of Madras to

be velled in the Majority of Gouncil; therefor e, fuppoling it to be after-
wards difcovered, upon a very nice inveftigation incouts of law, that
the Majority of Counal had not the complete lepal government vefted
in them, excepting in certain cales, and under ceitain refhidtions; yet
it could never be expected of a military man, that he fhould be {fo much
1114&&":1 of all thefe nivetics and diﬁiﬂﬁionb, as to render hun culpault: fo
4 miftake in a point of law, and for believing, in common with many

others, that the Majority of the Gouncil had a complete right to require
“obedience from him, efpecially as his immediate fuperior Officer, Sir
Robhert Fletcher, the Commander i Ghief” of ihe ariny {a circumftance to

which I beg leave to call your Lordfhip’s particular attention), was one
of the Members of that Majority who figned the orders which Colonel

Stuart obeyed.

Thefe things would, in any tribunal, have neceflurily been taheh
“into confideration for ju{’tifyiﬁg Colonel Stuart’s condudl, or, at leaft,
for alle%iating any {ne or punifhment that might be allotted to his of-
fence, if it could be fuppofed, that, in fuch circumftances as thole which
have been deferibed, he was i any depree relponfible for the legality
of the orders which he reccived and obeyed.

This necellary inference from 1he proccedings, and from the judg-
ment given in Weltmin{ler~hall upon this occafion, is onc reafon why
I have thought it proper to flate them o your Lordfhip 3 and aaother
reafon for fating thele proccedings, which happened only withiu thefe
twelve mnonths, is, becaufc they make an additional and importait
branch of the civcumflances by hich I meant to prove an eflential

D2 ) change
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change of fituation finge the year 1747, when it was thought propet to
with-hold from Colonel Stuart the benefit of the promotion of that year,

T DRI W T T e N DR B (TR PN Sy T TN o e ol T T R Wl i R

T thall now conclude what relates 1o the change of fitnation, by ree
guefting your Lovdup’s attention to a wvery honourable teflimony,
which has, in the year 1779, been given by the Falt India DireQors,
with refpeé to Coloticl Stuart’s general condu@ i India, in matters
civil and military, uncorne@ed with the cvents of the month of Augufl

1790, {o often alluded to.
In the begiuning of the year 1779, the Dire@lors of the Eafl India

Company thought 1t proper and fuitable, on their part, to take a par-
ticular view of Colonel Stuart’s condudl, fiom the time that he had ¢n-

tered mnto their fervice. This they were enabled to do, {rom the Re-
cords and Confultations of the Madras Prefidency, in their pofleflion at
the India-houfe ; and the objed of this {crutiny, as exprefled by the Di- -
retors themfelves, in their Letter to the Governor and Gouncil at Ma-

dras, dated the 14th of Apiil 1779, was, that they the Direftors might
be able * to communitate to the Governor and Council at Madras fuch
“ yemarks and inflrudions as might be neceflary for their guidance, in
““ cafe General Stuart fhould be acquitted by a Court-Maxtial.” -

The Letter then proceeds to flate the Yarious particulars of Colonel
Stuart’s conduél, as proved by the Recorc}g ; and upon each arlicle fo
proved, an explicit opinion is given by the DiveQors, Thus the fixft

article is exprefled in thele words:

“ The memorial, eftimates, and caleulations of General {then Colo-
“ nel) Stuart, of the 16th December 1776, and 20th Janmary 177+,
*“ are convincing proofs of his pofleffing the mofl perfect knowledpe of
“ the Company’s milit‘u‘yﬁ affairs and political interelts on the Coalt of
“ Coromandel, and of his attention to every thing nccellary for the fe~
“ curity of our pofleflions on that coaft,”s &, &

f
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In the fame manner the Dircéors then proceed to give ther opinion
upon various very matertal tran{alions that had occutred in India, in
which Colonel Stuart had been principally concerned ; and the refult of
the whole is a firong and marked approbation of his condudl.

The whole of the Letter here alluded to is ereditable for the Diredors,
from the proof it contains of their attention to the behaviour of their {er-
. vants in India, and of their anxiety to {eparate thofe parts of their con-

duct which had not been hitherto totally cleared up, from thofe which
were evidently meritorious. .
The tefimony above mentioned, given by the Laft India Diretors,
, and fupported by the evidence of the Records, is not of that fort which
conveys an idea that Colonel Stuart’s condul was merely nuexception-
able, butit aleribes to him the pofifzve merit of fignal {ervices vendered
to the Company by his adlive and ufeful cfforts, both in his n itary ca-
pacity, and in the exercile of the civil funétions belonging to his ftation
during the time that he was a Member of the Coundil of Madras, after -

the death of Sir Robert IFletcher.

The difcovery thisimade, in the beginning of the year 1979, of the
fervices that had:-been rendered by Coloncl Stuart, made a proper im-

preflion on the DireClors, who gave that lionourable teflimony of his
condudl, and appears to‘h;we excited In them a define of rewarding his.
seal, not merely by the tribute of applaufe, which their Letter contains
in terms the mofk ﬂatterinqg for him,. but further by refolutions in his
favour, diflerent from any that had been taken lince the period that the
fivfl accounts werce brought to this CGUI‘ItI}T‘Of the Madhas difturbances :
for till this Letter in Apiil £779, all the relolutions and inftrullions fent

to India refpedling him, carried evident marks of feverity and unlimited

hardfhips.

The wfliudions in Juue 17479, Ly M ”\Vllithlp,, Sufpended Coloncl
Stuart from the fervice for f1x months, without any ipecific charge made
againf} him ; thole font out by Mr, Rumbold in July 1777, fuperfeded

him in the command of the axmy, and appeinted, that he fhould be.
tcd,
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tiied by a Coutt-Martial 3 but in cale he had heen guilty of no crime
which martial law could reach, then it was ordered, that his fuipenfion
from the lervice fhould be continued, and that he fhould be {ent home.
Aflterwards the inftruflions of December 1778, {ent out by Sir Wd-
ward Tlupghes, rontained a remewed order for his trial by a Court-
Martial 3 but without any provihon made for him in the event ol
his acquittal, or any intimation, that, even in that cale, he was to be
reftored to the command of the army.

Howerer, the inflraflions contained in the Letter of the 14th Apnil
1779, were wrote in a very different firain from any of the former
inftrudtions relpe@ling him, and breathed a very diffevent fpirit; for,
after reciting and applau ling his merits, and after declaring their opi-
nion of Colonel Stuart’s ability to render the moft important fervices
to the CDmpﬂny, the Letrer of Apﬁl 1779 (d. CLOpYy ol which 1s ¢1}1w
nexed), concludes with expreffing a defire, that, in the event of his
acquittal, he {hould remain in India as Second i military comnand
during the continuance of General Munro (who had given notice,
that he meant to return to England in the courfe of the year 1780) ;
and dire@s, that he, Colonel Stuart, fhould facceed to the Chief Command
of the troops on the Coaft, upon the firfl vacaney that thould lmppen
after his acquittal by a Court-Martial, ,~

Thefe proceedings do certainly infer a very marked chenge of fituaiion
fubfequent to the period at which the Secretary at War, from his uncer-
tainty about Colonel Stuart’s conduél in India, thought proper to ad-

vile the withholding {rom him the immediate benefit of the promo-
tion in his Majelty’s fervice.

>

[ have now, my Lord, fuithed all the proofs T meant to produce
in {upport of the propofiion 1 had undertaken to eftablifh refpe@ing
the effential change of fitnation ; and Y appréhend, that the effe&t of each

_of the four branches of evidence above referred to, but flill more the
vnited
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united effe& of all of them together, mufl be, to cltablifh that pro=
pofition in the mofl convincing mannet.

I am cxtremely forry, that, from the vatiety and nature of thefe
proofs, they fhould have impofcd upon me the necellity of giving
your Lordfhip the trouble of reading fo long, and, 1 {ear, {fo tedious,
a detail of particulars; Dut in a matter, where the chara&er and
condué€l of an oflicer have been called in queftion, and where his
firuation in his Majefty’s fervice has been deeply affe@ted upon the
authority merely of rumours and deceitful reports, it is impoffible to
do juftice to his caufe, or to afford fatisfalory grounds for obtaining
redrefls to him, without producing fuch a full and accurate ftate of falls
as may be fufliclent to afford convition, that he never has merited the
hardfhips he has met with, and that he is now entitled to have them

completely redrefled.

I muft now beg leave to bring under your Lordfhip’s view, fome par-
ticulars of Colonel Stuart’s Minirary Srrvicrs ; and fhall then hope
to be indulged with a few obfexvations wpon the fingularity of the un-
fortunate fituation, in which he feels himfelf at this mormeft 111~

volved, both with refpedy, to the King’s fervice and that of the Faft
Indif, Company. .
D ~ ]

From the time that Colonel Stuart arrived in India, he applbed himfelf
zealoufly to every thing that could tend to the improvement of the
army ; he planned, and carried into execution, many ufeful regulations
relating 10 the troops, the military pofls, and garrifons belonging to
the Company, and likewife thole of the Nabob of Arcot. Ilc made
himfelf mafter of accuratc knowledge relating to the various pafles,
leading from the territories of the" neighbouring princes into the
Caryaric, through which bodies of troops might be able to invade

or enter that country ; fo as to enable him to form a Judgment what
pofts
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pofts would be proper to be eftablithed, and what other paceautions
&
might be necelluy for preventing the incurfions {rom thefe neighbour-

ing powers.
The meafures fupgefled by him in confequence ol the knowledge {o

acquired, and the military repulations which he cairied into effed, 1e-

fleGed much credit upon him in India, <where, cven his encmies
have admitted the utility of his eflorts and of his unremitting attenw
tion to all the various branches of his military duty.

The army was in many refpects new-modelled by him, particularly
the battalions of Sepops, the number of which was angmented, and
arranged upon a plan different from the footing on which they had ever
formerly been. I have in my pofleflion copies of the Memorials and
Eftimates, which, after much pains beflowed in acquiring accurate in-
formation, and after much attention to the fubjet, were framed by
him, and gave rife to this meafure. Thele papers were thewn to the
 Jate General Harvey, and other experienced oflicers in this country,
whao teftified the highefl approbation of Colonel StuarCs plan, and cf
the reafons given by him in fupport of it; and, fortunately for the in-
terefls of the State, as well as thofe of the Company, that plan was
adopted by the Government of Madras, and caivied into execution
while Colonel Stuart was Commander in Chief of the army.

The important confequences of this well-timed attention to the fate
of the army, and to the Company’s military corcerns on the coafl, were
felt in the year 17778, when the ordeis from T ngland” arrived for -
dertaking the hege of PoNDicnURRY.

Thefe orders were capable of being carried into {peedy execution,
merely from the drcumftance of there being an army ready formed,
and fit for the mofl important enterprifes ; the merit of which prepa-
rations has univerlally been given to Colonel Stuart: and it has alfo
been admitted, thal the en.ewprife sgainlt Londicherry, undertaken when
the feafon was far advanced, and completed but a few days before the
{cafon when the monfoons in that climgte would have ingreafed m;cry

difliculty,

¥
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difliculty, conld not have fucceeded, if the army, in point of difci-
pline, numbers, and arrangement, had not been*put by Colonel Stuart

on the relpeftable footing 1 which it was found at the time when the
orders from England arrived for undertaking that fiege.

Among other {trong and expiefs teflimonics to this cfle€l, there ie a
Letter {rom the Governor of Madras to the Chairman of the Eaft India
Company, dated the 31ft of O&ober 1778, and brought to the India-
houfe at the fame time with the firft accounts of the {uccefs of the troops
againfl Pondicherry.

The paragraph of the Letter relating to Colonel Stuart is in thefe
words

¢ T think it neceffary to mention to you, in jullice to Brigadier-
“ General Stuart, that one great advantage on our part, and which
“ “enabled us to carry the order of the Court of Directors for attacking
“ Pondicherry into immediaie execution, was the {tate in which we
¥ found the army upon this eftablifhment at the time of recciving thofe
¢ orders, owing to the very feafonable augmentation that had been
“ made, and the proper military regulations and dilcipline which had
“ taken place, during the time he commanded thg troops.”

In the year 1478, when the accounts.reached Madras of the rupture
with France, and of the probable profped. of hoflilities in India, Coloiel
Stuart was under fufpenfion, “hagd been fuperfeded in the command of the
army, gnd had met with a sgfe/al of the demand made by him for his
trial by a Court-Martial, -

TTe had alfo then recently heard of the haydihip infliéled upon Lim
in his Majefly’s fervice.  His behaviour, however, upon that occallon,
in the offer he made of his fervices againlt the enemy,-in any fhape
that thfzy could be deemed ufeful, was fuch as becume him; and he is
perhaps intitled to the more credit for it, when it appears how frongly
he fclt, at that very time, tlle unmerited feyarities tlat had heen in-

flifled vpon him, 'This 18 ﬁmngly pnintcd in his Letter of the oth of

July 1758, to the Governor dnd Council, at Madras, which gontains
I the
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the offer of his fervices againft the cnemy, where he thus exprefles

himlelf : '
“ Without entering into any further difenflion concerning the very
“ {ingular hard(hip of my cafe, aggravated now almofl heyond mea-

“ fure by a moft wuexpeéfed temporary influence upon my fituation in
“ his Majefly’s fervice, 1o as to be upon the whole, as 1 believe, un-
« paralleled in the life of any Britifh military officer; I fay, notwith-
¢ ftanding thefe circumflances, and although I affert with confidence,
“ and am ready to provz, that fuch condult towards me bhas neither becn
“ quarranted by military praétice, nor juftified by my owwn condult, in any
“ refpect ; yet I now take occafion to inform your Honour, oflicially, of
“ that call, which for the prefent {lifles in my mind every {fenie of per-
“ fonal injury, and which leads me to aflure you, in the cvent of thefe
“ laft reports from Europe proving uue, or in cafe of any approachisg
“ war in the Carratic, that your Honour will cver find me ready to
“ ferve againft the enemy, in any manner you fhall {ce moft proper
“ for the public welfare, during the contimiince of hoflilitics ; adding,
“ with all due refpet at the fame time, that, in my prefent view of
“ things, no carthly conlideration will ever, in quict times, induce me,
* of my own accord, to ferve the Ilonourable Gompany in any ftation
“ ;ufcuor to that which 1 had regularly fucceeded to by their former
« orders, and mn confequence of agreement-before 1 1eft Lng]an:

L

Colonel Stuart’s behaviour on this nccaﬁan, and his zcal afterwards h
for the fuccels of the meafures adopted with refpedtito the fiepe of Pos-
dicherry, produced the fallowing commendation of his condud, iu a
Letter from the Governor and Counel at Madras to the Fall India
Direttors, dated 17th Odlober 1778. ”

“ Upon the firlt probability of hoftilities commencing, Briga-licr-
" General Steart prefented to the Board a Letter, dated July gth, with
“ an offer to ferve, dwnring the war, in any manner we thovght proper
“ for the public welfare. We Telt much concern, {rom the nature of
** your orders in refpedl to Brigadier-genieral Stuart, that it was not in

*our
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“ our powcersto accept of this offer.  In juflice, however, to that of-

iy

“ freer, we acquaint you, that we have been witnefles of his zeal for
“ the public fervice, and of the fincerity of s wifhes for the fuccefs
“ of the meafures adopted at this crifis.”

In mmltiuuiug thu }Ju:.,ulim ﬂttmtiuu iu whi{.,h CU]UHEI Stuﬂlt thuﬁ
found himfelf; at the time of the enterprize againlt Pondicherry, i is
not ealy to abRain from fome refle€tions on the fevetity of hie fate;
when il is confidered, that the perfon who thus offered, upon that occi-
lion, to ferve againll the cnemy iz any fituation, was the very perfon,
who, if things had remained in their ordinary courfe, muft, in right of
the rank he had attained, have been Commandir in Chie/ upo1 that
expedition.

1511ch oppottunities as this for a military man to ferve his couantiy,
and at the fame time to acquire credit and honows to himfelf, do not
often prefent themfelves ; and when an oflicer, to whom his rank and
" fituation open {o fair a profped, finds himfelf deprived of it by ad-
verfe incidents, the difappointment will ever be felt by him as a perw
fonal misfortune; howcever ready he may be to rejoice fincerely with
his countryipon the fuczefs of the enterprize under another Leader, and
however cheerfully he may congratulate the Commander who, ading
in his olace, had merited and obtained the laurels and the honours due

h ]

"

. 1o his fuccefs. 7

Without troubling your Lordfhip with any further detail refpe&ing
Colonel Stuart’s merits in the fervice of the Eaft India Company, I fhall
here beg leave to appeal to the Letter befort mentioned, of the r4th
of April 1779: figned by the Divectors, which contains the moft ample
tellimony of his fteady and ufeful attention to the interefls of the
Company in their civil as well as their military concerns; and fpe-
cifies material fervices randered by him upon various occafions, wherg
knowledge and good judgment of the true Mterells of the Company,

as wel] as good intentions, were requifite.
The Only part of Colonel Stuart’s conduct upon which the Direc-

tors were then {ilent, was what related to the dilturbances of the
" L 2 montl

bl



( 28 )

nionth of Augull 1776 ; as to which they have in that Létter abllained
from giving any opinicn, favonrible or wnfavourable, becaufe they
confidered that matter to be under the cognizance of a Court-Martial 3
and I may with ttuth votuie to aflivm, that the umverfal opinion was,
that the confuqeence of thae tral mufl neceflarily have been an acquittal,
But even with 1efpe@ to this only part of Colonel Stuart’s conduél
that has cver been at all called in queftion, the particulars and motives
of it are now fully known to the world from various authentic {fcurces
of information, and the prejudices againft him perfonally, grafted on the
original falfe rumours, are now {o much fubfided, that it would be im-
pertinent in me to take up your Loidfhip’s time in combating them.
I have cver avoided cntering at all into the merits of the difputes between
Lord Pigot and his Couuacil, which gave rife to the diflurbances ; but I
muft beg lcave to obferve, that, with refpedl to Golonel Stuart’s beha-
viour when matters came to extremitics between thele partics, there are
the moft honourable teftimonies of the {ervices he had rendered to the
India Company and to the State, by the temper, good condudl, and dif~
eretion, with which he had carried into executron the orders iflucd to
him by the Majority of Coundl at the eritical pariod in Auguft x770.
The Supreme Council at Bengal, who had the hefl opportunitics of
being well informed of all the faéts and circumflances which preceded,
accompanied, and followed the arrefl of" Lord Pigot, and who were
both competent and difinterefled judges, géve the highefl approbation
of Colonel Stuart’s condndl, J

T

™

This appears particnlarty from thc Letters of Goverhor FHaftings and
5ir Jobn Clavering, who agreed in  this, though their opmmnﬁ on other
fubjects had often been different.  Governor Haftings, in, his Letters
which have been publithed, gives. great credit to the mode in which
the orders of the Majority had been carried into execution ; - weithous
“ blood)fhed, avithout sumelt, and without the violation of one legal formn.”
Thefe are the words of hus Letter, where he cxprefles a degree of ad-

[ L ] N ] Eﬁ.
rairation of this as “ @ thing wlmoff v ithout example.”’ o
" Qi
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Sir John® Clavering, in his Letter to Colone Stuart of the I gtfﬂf
September 1776, not only approves totally of his conduct at the time of
the Madras diflurbances, but gives him applaufe for the henonr of con-

duéling /o dyficult and dangerous a bufingfs, and for the fpirit and mag-

nanmilty with which he had executed it.

Sir John Clavering continued unifoim in that fentiment ; and it is
‘well known that he confidered the fafety and quiet of the fettlement at
Madras to have been principally, if not totally, owing to Colonel Stuw

art’s condudl. In proof of this, I mipht appeal,io feveral Letters of
General Clavering’s, now in this country ; and I cannot allow mylfelf

to doubt, that the fentiments of a man fo honourable, and fo well qua-~
lified to judge of military merits, as well as of points of honour, muft
have weight in every quarter whete his own perfonal maits weie
known. Had he lived to have feen the accumulation of hardth ps that
have been inflicted upon Colonel Stuarty~~the man whofe conduét he
{o much approved and admired——{uch events mufl not only have been
extremely mortifying to Sir John Clavering; but might perhays have
been confidered by him, as, in fome mealure, mdignities offered o bim-
felf perfonally, S

I fhall now briefly mention, without any commentary, what Co-
loncl Stuart’s fate has been in the fervice of the Eafl India Companny.h_

He has, in confequence & the firft reports brought to this country,

Ycen fy/pended from the feXvice, and fuperfeded in the command, of the
army ; and that command given to a junior officer in the King’s for-

vice 5 and all this done without any tpial or fpecifio crime alleged againd}

N by
fum. " ;

The deJulive hopes of a trial by a Cowrt-Martial it India, have, at
two different petiods, been afforded him, by the orders {fent ont (o Ma-
dras for that purpofe ; and thefe hopes liave been, and may ever coutinue

o be, defeated by the Company’s fegvants®in India ; fo that, at this
moment, Colonel Stuart is not in any refpe further advanced tewards:

obtaining redrefs for the injurics she hagmet with, than he was feveral |
. ¥ears

A
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yeais ago, excepting only, that the Fafl India Direflors, in the year
1979, after a ferutiny into his gencral condud, and after difcovering
his knowledge of the Company’s aflaiis, and the {ervices rendered

by him to the Company, have rewarded him by the tribute of
applanfe ; and have declared their refolution, that, upon certain con-

tingencics, he fhall be reflored to the command of the army ; in ex-
petation of which command, he originally went to India, and had
already attained it, according to the terms of the agreement made at
the time of his entering into the fervice.

L |

Permit me now, my Lord, to rclatc what has been Colonel Stuart’s

y

fare in bis Majefly's fervice. :

In the courfe of the laft war, he had the good fortune to contribute,
as far as his inferior fituation could cnable him, to the fuccefs of the
Britith arms in many diflerent paits of the world.

The firft opportumty he had laft war of feeing material aélive fervice
was in North America in 14758, when he had the Tionour to ferve with
the army under your Lordfhip’s command at the fiege of Lovissoura:
The fuccels of that cnterprife was, at that time, cfteemecd a material
@’:{ie& to this country in the war with France 5 and he had the fatif

faction of {ecing the Place furrender to yous, Lordfhip, with the garri-
{fon belonging to it, and feveral line of battle thips” which the French

then had at Lowuifbourg. - )

At the 1cd11£‘[1on of BELLEISLY, in the syear 1761, by the Dritifh troops,
under the command of General Hodgfon, he was Major of Coloncl
Morgan's regiment ; and by the appointment of General” Ilodgfon,

dwing the courfe of the expedition, he acted as Quarter-mafler~general,
in conlequence of which, he foon obtained the rank of Lieuten int-

r
Lal

colonel.
From BLLLERISLE he went, to thc Well Indies, and f{erved Elmmg

all the opcratigns againft the 1ﬂa.nd of MARTINIC{) the complete con-
] queit
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queft of whigh, by the army under the command of General Monck-
ton, was accomplifhed in the month of Yebrufry 162, During that
¢ampaign, he commanded the regiment of Light Infantry, which had

been raifed by Colonel Morgan, who died foon after his arvival at

Martinico,

. Upon the conqueft of MarTINICO, that regiment was immadiately
ordered upon the expedition againft the Havanwnan; and though
Colonel Stuart’s health had fuffered much at Martinico, he infifted o
atlending the regiment under his command, and happily, during the
patlage, recovered {o well as to be able to fuftain the fatigues of a very
aétive campaign, which fell to his lot at the Havannab.

%

The fituations in which Colonel Stuart was employed, during the
operations of that'Gampaign, by Lord Albemarle, the Commander iu
Chief, fufficiently teflify in what eftimation he was held as an a&ive
and ufcful officer, 'The command of a detached corps was given to
" him during part of the campaign, in the courfe of which he acquired fo
much the confidence of the Commander in‘Ghief, that he was the

perfon cholen to cofamand the 4fanit upon the Moro Casrir;
one of the moft difficult, as well as moft impertant, enterprifes
that had occurred in the courfe of that or any other campaign -laft

e ™

war., ° -
The failure of {uccels in, that attempt would, as I have heard from

|
military men, havd been as fatal to the obje€ls of that expedition

againit the Hopwvannob, as the fuccels of i was produllive of im-

)]

portant confeguences, »

As I do not with to attribute, even to a brother, any merits that
are not well afcertained, I thought it proper to read over the account
of the operations at the Zawannah, publifbed in, the London Gazette
Extraordinary of the joth of September 1462, which is now lying
before me; and in which are found fome particulars, which, in your

~ ’ Lordfhip’s
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Lordfhip’s cltimation, will, 1 am perfuaded, be thought hiphly cree
ditable for Colonel Stuw®t ¢ military condudt.

That Gazette contains the {irlt accounts that were brought to this
country of the important fuccels of his Majefty’s arms againfl the town,
of the Havannah, which, with all its dependencics, {furrendered by ca-
pitulation on the 13th ol Auguil 1702, In the Letter {from Loid Albe-
marle, upon that occalion, dated the 21l of Auguft, reference is made
to the Chief Bugineer’s journal of the ficge of the Moro Fort, which-
journal is publifhed in the Gazette Extraordinary ; and in that journal,
at the date of 22d July 1762, there is the following article :

“ About four this morning there was a fally made by the encmy
“ from the town, which, by the information of prifoners, amounted te
“ jroo men, divided into three different paities ; one pufhed up the
¢ bank behind the Sheppeid’s battery s 2bey were flopped for near ar:
 hour by the guard pofied therey confifting only of about thiviy men, com-
% manded by Lientenant~colonel Stuart of the goth regiment, until he was

¢ joined by about one hundred fappers, and the third Dattalion of the
“ Royal Ameticans ; the fire continued hot all that time, the cnemy

¢ were then driven down the bank with great flaughter; as many as
‘ could, gotinto their boats, and many leapt into the water, where there

“ were 130 drowned.*

The fame Journal of the Chief Engineer glves an account of the z{ﬁmff
of the Mora Caftle, on the goth of July 17@2, 1n theﬁ, words "

% Ahout two o'clock n the afternoon lhe mines were fprung 3 that
é in the countcrfearp had not a very canﬁdu able efleél, but that in the

“ Daftion, having thrown down a part of both faces, nmduﬂ. breach
“ which the Genaral and Chief Fngineer thought practiceble 3 upon
“ which the troops, undcr orders for the aflault, were ordered to mount,
“ and which 'thgy did with the preateft refolution, and fornting very
“ expeditioufly upon the Et?ap ofrthe breach, foon drove the cnemy from

% gvery part of theramparts, The Spanjurds bad about 1 30 menm, witl
& feverl
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“ feveral oflicers, killed.  About 400 threw down their arms, and wete

“ made prifoncts, the refl were cither killed in boats, or drowned in
“ attempting Lo cleape to the Havannah. Our lofs in this crLoRrIoUs
‘“ arrarr amounted to two olhcets killed, and about thirty men killed

“ and wounded.”

Another part of the fame Gazette proves that Colonel Stuart was the
perﬁ;n who led on the troops o the aflault of the Moro Fort, ard fpe-
cfies the numbers he had under his command 3 the article is introduced

~in thefe words : ~ .
“ Retuin of the Numbers under Licutenant~colonel Stuart,
“ of the goth Regiment, at the Aflault of Fort Moro,

“ July 30, 1962.”

]

»Under this title ia the Gazctte, the number of oflicers and meq, and
the regiments to which they belonged, are mentioned ; {rom whence
it appears, that the total deftined for the feft aflault were 281 rank and

le, and to fullain them rso 1ank and file, making in all 431, cx-
culive of oflicers and fujeants s belides 150 E;ppers, under the com-
mand of a captain, wl'o were prelent at the affault.

In another patt of the fame Gazette there is a ftate of the garrifon
of Fort Moro when taken by ftorm, and the followng return of the
Spaniards, killed, wounded, drowned, or taken at the affaule. Killed

© 130, wounded 37, priloners *j" 10, olflicers dhito 16, drowned ot killed
in theiboats 213, «Total 706.

From thefc particulars it appears, that this hazardous enterprife was
accomplithed gven by a foree ihferima to the gairifon which defended
that Fort, remarkable for its firength and natural advantages, and which
had the adwantage alfo of being commanded by a very gallant ofhcer,

Dow Loyis pL Venasco,
In addition to thefe proofs which have been flated of Colonel Stnart’s

behaviour laft war, 1 (hall only further beg leave to appeal to the tefti

moniessgiven by the Generals ynder whom he had the honour to ferve,
g
JA and

L



( 34 )

and to the recommendations they gave in his favour, which, I helicve,
will be {ound at the War-ofhice,

ITowever creditable for Colonel Stuat it may be, that the particudar
of Lis bohaviour Lafl war (hould be made known, T ncver could have

thought of enicting into them, had not an appeal 10 v former con-
dult now become inevitable.

A 1eatal of fervices uncalled for by any occafion, will alw ys carty
with it an appearance of prefumption; but it will fland clear of evey
fuch imputation, when produced only as a nceeflary fupport aghinil
the weight of unjuft prejudices, and for the redrefs of injurics which
have been founded upon them.

When an oflicer in Lis Mayefly’s fervice meets with hardthips, {uch
as thofe Colemel Stna 1 has met with, and particularly when his
courfe of preferment 1s withheld, and many younger officers put
over him, f{ufpicions may De entertained about the general cha-
raler and former condudt of an oflicer thus- excluded from promotion.
Thofe who are acquainted only with what has /ately happened to Co-
loncl Stuart, mufl from thence be led to imagine, that his former con-
du@ had been doubttul, or exceptionable ; or, In the mildefl con-
{truction, that no pofitive or fingular merits had belonged to him ; for
merits of that defeription have ufurally, and not unreafonably, been
deemed fufficicnt to prote& a ticd ﬂﬁ;ld, approved charaller from
hardfhips founded merely on the authority of repoiis, and cfimcidlly
reports concerning tranfaclions in a diftant part of the world, -

One of the bell refutations of any fuch unfavourable confiru&ions
mufl aiife from an appeal to the whole tenour of Colonel Stiart's con-
dufl while he had the honour to ferve his Majelty, )

Nor i8 this the only realon, my Lord, which tnduces me to, wifh
that the whale of that former condul may be brought into ‘view y—I
with it hkewife for this additiodal reafon, that hoth his former fitnations

and
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and his former fervices may now be contrafled with his pefent fuf-
fering .

Colond Stuart had attained the rank of Licutenant-colonel hefore
the campaigns cither of the Zlvaunal or of Martmwo; and now, at
the diftance of more than cphteen year: fiom the day on which he had

the good fortune to lead to viflory the troops which fo gallantly
flormoed the More Caftle at the Jlavannah, he finds himfelf in poficflion

of no higher rank in hic Majelly’s {feivice than that which he enjoyed
at that moment,  This, of itell; would only proye, that he had not
been rematkably fortunate,  But the repard due to truth in a relation
of {adlls, obliges me to add, what muft appear incredible to thofe who
were witnefles of his behaviour lall war—inflead of promotion, he
firds himfclf mortified and degraded in the ferviee, where the only
diftinétion he has obtwned, is that of being the marked and fingle
exception {rom the benefit of a promotion allotted to all oflicers of a
certain fanding, and where, by that means, more than ninety Licu-
tenant-colonels, who were formerly under him, hate now acquurgd

rank. over im, and to, his prejudice,

A
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[t would be diflicult, 1 belicve, for any pefon, ovou the moft con-
verfant in the hiflory of nﬁli?,m*y men, to difcover many inllances of firch
a comylication of mortifying difappointments and hardthips, as thofe
which Colonel Stuart has, in the courfe of thefe lafl {four years, cx-
perienced, both in his Majefly’s fervice, and in that of the Eaft Tndia
Company. They are fuch as Would have been more than fuflicient to
atone for real offences, cven of confliderable magiutude ; but they have
been infited upon him without any trial, and without proof of his
havihg NDeen guilty of any intentional offence: for if he has been
guilty of any offence, the utmofl extent of R can 0111}: amnount to this,
that, in point of judgment, or in point of law, he was miftaken in

imagining that the Ma'ority of ~Councll, cven though his fupcrior
T a ) Officer,
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Officer, the € Wﬁ.«m,«:ﬁﬁ* i Chief; was one of that number; had a right
(o 1equire from him ﬁbﬂdience.
The cxtent of his fufferings has likewile been greatly increafed,
by the length of time during which he has been continued in
an almoll unfupportable flate of anxiety and {ulpence. Obliped to

attend to the difenflions and determinations of his fate, agutated alter-

nately in England and in India, and, as f it were in mockery of his
misfortunes, the mandates from the India-houle, under the authority

of which his condudl was to be decided upon, and hus future {ituation

regulated, have been repeatedly referved backwards and forwards from
London to Madras, and {rom Madras to London, without producing
any other effe@ than that of mortitying the perfon wholc pl'()fimﬂﬁ.ill
{ife were thus obfiru@ed, and his reputation fported with,

The refult now 1s, that after confuming fome of the moft valuabl. yea;"b
of his life in this unavailing and homiliating flate of fufpence, he now
finds himfelf jufl as far advanced in his progrefs towards the redrefs of his
injuries, as he was fome"years ago, when ihe firft infbrnélions refpeding
him were fent to India. -

But if thefe things have happencd to a perfon who, inftead of being
guilty of offences apainft eitherethe State or the Kaft India Company,
has been intitled to merit and applavfe {rom both, 1 may furely in
that event prefume, that his cafe and hise'mistertuncs muft be deeply
affe@ling to your Lordfhip, and to every perion pollefled ol the fame
{entiments of humanty and juflice. ﬂ

That this defcription applics precifely to Colonel Stuart’ Uy cale, I may
now be allowed to afume as o fad, @Mablithed as it is by the un-

queltionable prools that have been given of his exertions, and hi.

pofitive merits both in the fervice of the Grown and of the Lafl India
Company 3 and yet the fingular confequences are, that he wow “finds
himfel{ placed i fuch ancanfortunate fituation in both fuiviees, that it
18 not polhible for him to al for the I}Hbllb utibity, or for his own per-
{fonal credit, either in the ene or, the other—a fituation fi 1L1}' the

' mofl
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mofl mortifying to an Qfficer of character and cxperience, who ar~
dently loves his profellion, and who Thas thewd, by the whole tenor of
Tis condudl, that he withes for nothing {fo much as opportunitics to di-

Qinguifh haumfelf in u.

AT T o, s MR 1L L . TN A NI T SR

Of all the misfortuncs Colonel Stuart has met with during the courfe

of thele four lafl tedious years, none has affc@ed him more deeply than

the event of the year 1757, when he was pafled over in the promotion
in his Majefly’s fervice, )

The news of this event affeCed him the more, as there was im=
ﬂnl'eﬂbd upon his mind a complete confidence, that whatever hard-
fhips he might meet with from other quarters, during the domunion of
ﬂprejudice or of faflion, excited by the Indian civil commotions, yet he
might r¢ff lecure againfl the pofhbility of axy hardfhips being inflicted
apon him in his Majefly’s feivice, where he flattered himfelf” that his
charaQer and conduld were well known ; andt appears from the whole
courfe of his correfwondence, that he relied on this proteéion from
that quarter, and looked forwards to his fituation and profpedls in his
Majelly’s lervice, as aflording to him the honourable opportunities of
diftinguithing himfelf in the immediate {ervice of his King and cor;ntr}r,

in cafe, by any perverfe vwents, he fhould happen to meet with an
unjul return for, his efforts and exertions in that of the Eafl India

ﬂ

Company.
¥rom the flate of Colonel Stuarf’s mind, thus laid open to your

Lordfhip, it will not appear extraordinary, that the firft accounts of
what had-happened to him in the line of his profeflion in his Majefly’s
{fervice fhould have afteéled him very fArongly. I am in doubt whether
[ ﬂ;mﬂf venture to flate i, precifely in the words of his Letter to me on
that fubject, but knowing that your Lordihip’s candour will make al-
lowances for the {lrong feelings of an’ Officer who thought himfelf in-

jured and treated wich indipnity, and who at the fame time that he
7 was
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was Liuggling with bad health, was flunned by an unexpeéled blow
{from a quarter where h¢ had confidently aftured himfelf’ of favorr and
pi GlEﬁifJ;], [ fhall take the hiberty of communicating 1o your Lord{hip
the mnpreflion which thefe firft accounts made upon my Drother pre-
cifely in the words of hie Letter, which i¢ at your Lordihip’s commuand
whenever you arc pleafed to call for it

The {irft part of his Letter containg bitter complaints againft the Go-
vernor and Gouncil at Madras, for having relufed to him the trial by a
Coutt-Martial. The Letter then procceds in thefe words :

“ This delay, or rather refufal of juflice, of itfelf might, I [ay, have
“ otherwife funk my {pirits entively ; but when your Lietters by the Tagle
“ Packet, with the news of that mofl dreadiul firoke at the War-oflice,
“ found me in my mofl private retreat, flruggling to recover my healih
“ and flrength (by advice of phylicians at a neiphbouring plice on thé
“ coall here), I fay fo you, thefe Leticis dropped from my hands, and
“Tlofl my fenfes for fowre minutes, T think it fortonate that T was al-
“ moft alone; becaufe, upon my recovering, 1 formed the refolution
“ to check cven my moll natural feelings, and to look only for refources

-
* in mylelf, now that I feein to be abadoned by all the world.”

Thefe waie his feclinps upon the reeepuon of the {irfl accoun s of
what had happened to him in his Maeliy’s fervice; and, {rom his
f:t;rrcﬁ}ondencc fince tha..time, it has continued to be the gricmncﬁ and
the misfortunc which dwells mofl upon hizx mind-becaufe the, mofl
contrary to cvery expe@ution which he had- conlidered himfelf intitled
Lo enterlaln, . ]

Though heisknown to poflefs more than ordinary flremg th of mind,
yet the long and fevere hardfhips he has had to encounter, during a
ftate of bad health in that climate, and various contentions he has
unavoldably been engaged in, jomned to the late cruel diﬁpp?}ntmmﬁ
in the laft rehufal of a gial by a Court-Martial ; all thefe things
united have now had the effe@. of fenfibly aﬂbﬂillg his health and
fpivits, and have urged me tg prefent with great carneflnefs, though

with
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with great deference, this addrefs to your Lordfhip on the fubject of his
rank; becaule if a promotion of Creneral Officgs were to take place, in
avhich Colonel Stuart’s name, 1 the tank he expeéls, thould happe to
be apain omitted, I am certain, that fuch an eventy il he fhould hirvive

it, would infullibly deftroy his happincs; and, from what I know of
his difpolitions and turn of mind, highly {ulceptible on every point of

" military honour and dillinQlon, there is much reafon to apprehend,
that the feverity of fuch a 1epeated difappomtment, liable as it would
De to many conflrillions to his prejudiee, might, in the prefent im-

' paned flate of his health, he attended with the moft fatal confequences.

‘_m'm el TP S T T '

.

T am pm‘ﬁlnﬂcﬂ, my Tord, thar the eafe of g deferving Officer, fuf-
‘Hering unmerited injurics, will fufliciently engage your Lordthip’s at-
tention, without offering, in addition to the preceding ftate of fuds,
any arguments to enforce them; and I reprefent the fiate of my
Brother’s military hardfhips with more {atisfaClion to your Lordihip,
than to thofe to whom I have hitherto been under the neceflity of ad-
drefling them ; becaufs, though the Gentlédmen int the Direftion of the
Faft India Company’s aflairs are in their fituations highly refpedi: lblc._. 1t
18 hot to be fuppoled that they can, like your Lord(hip, conceive and enter
into the feelings of an Odicer,—his profeflional pride (which your
Lord@up would wifh rath®r to cultivate than dieourage), and all the

nice fenfibilitics of military honour.

Thele, I konow, will have their Jull wight with your Lordfhip ;
and, tharefb;*e, it {s fuflicient’for me mercly to have related the faéts
and circumflances which attend my Brother’s interefling fituation.

But a» the number of thole fadls, and the extent of the fubjet. have
unavol Mﬂy increafed the fise of this addrefs much I}e}rond the bounds
within which I propofed and withed ,to hwe confined it, and 1s the

Ly .
cohnallion'of the feveral parts with (e main objed of it may by that
means
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speans have been rendered lefs evident, 1 thall beg leave toy refume, in
a few words, the propofitions 1 have maintained, and the proof,
have oflered In fupport of them.

Firgr, [ have endeavoured to {hew, that Colonel Stuart was clears
ly catitled Lo expe the benefit of that promotion in lis Majelty’s fer-
viceIn 1747, which was allotted to officers of his {ftanding in the army ;
and that no reports concerning his conducl 1 a diftant country, and ur

another {ervice, ought to have deprived him, even for a momaoent, of
that promotion which he had carned by many years of faithful and
ufeful fervice, while he had the honour to fexrve his Majefly,

”

My Srcoxp ProvositioN was, that, [uppoling the mealure of
withholding Colonel Stuart’s rank to have been RIGHT in the year
177, yet the continuance of the hardihip thereby 1nflicted would
now be WRrRoNG ; becauvde the ground on which the meafure was at
firtk taken, is, in its circumflances, effentially; and in its realon, fetally,
changed.

'II

In proof of the aflcrtion contained in this Sccond Propofition, ¥

have found it neceflury to comppre minutely the circumftances which
at.geﬁded Colonel Stuart’s fituation in the year 1777, with thofe which
now exifty from whence the conclufion {ollews, that, in the mofl ma=
teaial relpeéls, that lituation 1s totally changed.

o
F

¥

5 1. ]
Breavse the reports which had, in the year 1777, béen circulated
in this country, concernting the difturbances at Madras; the alarms
about the fafety of the Settlement ; the aflertions about UUI{H;EI Otuart’s
palt, and the predi@ions about his future, behaviour in that Seltlt,ment,

under the influenee of all ¢f which united, his exclufion fiom the bene
fit of the promotion 1777 Iead taken place, have not only been ncon-

firmed, but, by the event, hyve been tofally and entixcly difpr :,",nrcd

11, Brcavsy
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I.

Broauvsn the fuppofition that Colonel Stuart would not only certainly,
but //wm’:{y be tried by « Court-Martial in India (the only othet pround
upo which his repul e promotion could have been with=held {rom him

in his Myelly’s fervice), has, after repeated afliranees o the contrary,

and after {everal yeare anxious cxpedation, beer found to be a fippo-
*

Jiton totally erroncous.

Under this head 1 have allo proved, by iuccmteﬂiblc evidence, that
Colonel Stuart, both in the years 1775 and 1780, while the g Anting
or rctuling thc Court-Martial was in agitaton at Madras, had ufed
cvary pofhible eflort not only to obtain that trial as a {avour, but had
cven flrongly infifled upon it as his vight. I have ftated at the fame time
thie reafons or pretences made ufe of by the Governor and Council at
Madras for refufing that trial, and have thewn, in confidering thofe
reafons and pretences, that feveral material faéls have been cleared up,
and feveral weiphty opiniofm given, which, in.a cale {o peenliarly ciy-
cumflanced as Colonel Swart’s, ought to be conlidered as cquvalint to
the fentence of a Gouré-Martialy the forms of which only have been

L]

Wantig. ‘

1L k

Breauvsrt in the years 1759 and 1780, there was a folemn trial 1o
Wellmjnlter Hall, of the perfons principally concerned in the tranfac.
tions of the year 17*}6, at Madras, who iffued the orders which Colonel
Stuart’ obeyed; and the obvious inferences from what pafled on that
trial, and {rom the {entence itelf, mufl, in the circumitances of Colonel

Stuart’s cafe, neceflarily tend to his exculpation or acquitial.

"y

] 3}:’ [V. ‘
Brecavsr Colonel Stuart’s general canduﬂ: i India had, in the coule
of the year 1 779, been the fubjedt of an acturate feruiny at the India

» G Iloule:
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{Toufe ; where the Durcétors, after examining the records of the Ma-
dras Prefidency in thew pofleflion, have, by their letter of the 14th of
April 1779, given the moft honourable teflimony with regard to Lis

general conduct in military and civil matters {ince the time that he en-

tered into ther fervice.

After having cftablithed in this manaer the propofitions above men-
tioned, I took occafion to bring under your Lordthip’s view lome pat~
ticulars of Colonel Stuart’s MmiriTary MERITS fince the time he went
to India, and likewife while he had the honour to feive his Majelly
laft war; which naturally led me to contrafl his late and prefent {uf-

terings with his former fituations, and his {former {erviccs. .

Upon the whole I have thought myfelf authorized to maintain, that
Colonel Stuart, without any trial, has {uffered more than there could
pofibly be any realon to apprchend, would have breen infliéted upon
him, if he had been tried, convi@ed, and gven punifthed, by any court
of judicaturc 3 and cértainly much more than could cver have been
inflited upon him by that CGourt-Martial which he has been {o often
promifed, and fo tinaccountably refufed, and which he fo long, fo
egrneftly, and fo ineffeually-folicited.

" At the fame rime [ have appealed 1o the authoriry of fuch well-gftablith-
ed fads, as juftify Colonel Stuart’s friends in maintaining, that nflead

of deferving to be treated or confidered as an offender, his <ondudt,
both in the fervice of the Crown, and in that of the Lafl India Coni~

pany, has been fuch as a€ually intitles him to merit j—~in as far as merit
can be aferibed to a faithful difcharge” of his duty, and to .ufeful fer-

vices 1endered upon important accafions, .

If' ia the preceding cnquiry and difcuflions T have beoa fortunate:

. m # b '
cnough 1o afford fatisfadlion to your Lordthip, T mult be permitied to
e

think, that the time is now arrived foryealizing the aflurances given in
i ) 5 *  Lord
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T.ord Barringlon's letter, concerning the full and pesfet juflice that was
to be done to Colonel Stuart 5 which, in {o far as it rclates to his rank in
his Majefty’s fervice, can only be accomplithed by placing 1im in that
fituation of the promotion of the year 1777, which from lus fanding
w the army he was then ntitled to have cxpedled.

SR AN R I A S RPN AL
+ o [ F -

T mufl once more make an apology to your Lordfhip for the length
of this addrefs, which, though it may be tedious, I am willing to think
is unavoidably fos and I {hall add nothing further to detain your Lord-
ihip, but one fingl: fhort oblervation,

Before Colonel Stuart could accept the offers, and enter into the for-
vice of the Eafl Irdia Company, it was incumbent upon him to obtain
his Majelly’s permiflion, which he, unfortunately for himfelf, as it has -
proved, folicited, and his Majefly gracioully condelcended to grant.

If this ftep had not been Ixcceﬂmy to Colonel Stuart, it would yef have
been highly cligible to him, as it intitled hinr to confider himfelf

while he paid a local obedience to the Lalt India Company, as Qilff
within his Majelly’s prote@ion. What he always looked up to as his
befl fupport, is now, by the courfe of eveats, become his moft effe€lual
confolation ; and in whatever manner his Majelly, in his wildom, fhall *
ghink fit to decide on the nilsfortunes and injurics which have been
{uflered by Colonel Stuart, that decifion will, both by him, and by
thofe who are molt aﬂ'eé'.lcd with his misfortunes, and moft anxious
for his pwfpcm.y, be acquiefced in, as in duty it ought, with the
atmoft humihty and fubmiflion, o

That the whole of Colonel Stuart’s cafe,~—that the feveral particulars

contained in this addrefs, will undergo a thorough examination, is not
to be daubt‘id s—from your Lordfhip’s love ‘of juftice, they will meet

with a fair, and from your Lordthip’s par tlaht}r-. to men of {ervice and
of merit, I flatter myfell you will think they ar% intitled to a favourable,

"y

confideration, ' o "
Ct » ) In
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In whatever other refpedls Colonel Stuart may juflly deem his
fitnation to he unfortunate, he feels the higheft fatisfa&tion in refle@ling,

amidt the calamitics he has undergone, and all the dilappomtments
and feverities 1o which he has been expoled, that thole accumulated
evils will be truly reprefented by your Lowdfhip; and that the {inal

redrefs of them I8 IN IIIS MAJESTY.

I have the honour to be, with great truth,

r

Your Lordfhip’s

BerrLry-Square, \ '
January 3, 1781, Moft faithful and obedient humble fervant,

CANDWY, STUART,
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A LeTrer from the Duce&ors of the Eaft India
Company, to the Governor and Council
at MaDRras,

As far as rclates to Brigadier General*Srusrr.

| April 1y 17779,
Paragraph 12. ¥ N our Letter of the 22d of December laft, we t*cplicEL
to your advices rclative to Brigadier General Stuart
and having given direioeg for his trial by a Court-Mattial, and
pointed out fuch Articles of War as appeared 1o us mofl poper on that
nccaﬁozl ; we have nothing at prefent to add on that part ¢{'the ﬁ:bjea
" 13. But as thz conduct of Generyl Stuart, at your Settlement, ex-
clufive of the part taken in the late unhappy revolution, has been aQive
and confpicuons, we have hccn induced to take a paticular viety
ther eof in order 1o conununicate Lo you fuch remarks and inflrultions.
as ma.y be necefliyy for your guidance, in cafe the General fhall be
acquitied by a Gourt-Martial. , ey
14. 'The Memorial, Eftimates, and Calculations of General (then
Colonel} Stuart, of the 16th OF December 1976, and 20th of January
1777, arcﬁcomiming proofs of his poflefling the mofl perfect know-
ledge of the Company’s military aflairs,~and political interefls on the
coafl of Coromandel, and of his attention to every thing neceflary for
the fecurity of, our polleflions on tha? coafl, The fubje@ is compre-

henlive and important; and. in juftice to General Stuart, we muft
decare,
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!}' F h 1
declare, “that the perpicuity of his Statements, and &is zeal for pro-
# " 4
moting the good of the Service, by the eftablifhnient of duch ex«
cellent regulations as wete tecommended in his Memotlal, are very

L

deferving of our commendation.
x¢. The vigilance of General Stuart, when abfent {from the Prefi-

dency ; his carc to improve cvery opportunity ol obtaining ufciul
knowledpe, and the communications made by him in wonlequence
thereof, in pointing out what might have & tendency to promote thé
public {afety, cannot fail to render that part of his condudt very ac-

'

ceptable to us,
16, We obferve it was in confequence of Geoneral Stuart’s Memo-

ilal, that application was made to the Nabob of the Carnatic to admit
a parrifon of the Comnpany’s troops into the important fort of Per-
macoil, in the neighbcurhood of Pondicherry, which meature has out

entire approbation.
17. The reafons flated by General Stuart, {for declining to obtain

the grain of Tanjore by eompulfion or forerile interference, and againft
fending the Dobbeer to Madras without the Rajal’s counfent, were
cqually wile and humane. Ilis deference for the Company’s otders,
and inflruélions relative to Tanjore, were fuch as became his {lation
and we are well pleafed with his whole behaviour on thofe occaflons.
18, The condudl of General Stuart relative to the repairing ot the
Annacutta, or Bank, which divides the river Cavery, was highly proper.
We are very forry to find, that a meafure on whic¢h the cultivation
and profpénity of Tanjore fu entirely depend, and without which the
Rajah’s engagements could never have heen fulfilled to the Nabob or
the Company, thould on any account be obftruéted ; and, we mift own,
it appears to us, that the country is in a very great degrec, i?f not, ci-
tirely, indebted to the landable firmnefs and perfeverance of Gerreral
Stuart for the fpeady accormpplifiment of this mofl ufeful bufinefs, The
General cntertained a jufl idea of the abiolute neceflity of profecuting

the work without delay 5 and he took dire to urge it ‘with fo. much
warmth
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warmth and prepriety, a3 mufl have fixed a dangerous, refpopflihi
apon thole who Thould pechft in impeding it: and (o thig eond
we attribute the 1emoval of thele obflrulions which feemed taleula

to diflrets the comntry, and to dilable the Rajah from complying w

his {lipulations.
19. The motion of General Stuut for placing a garrifon of t

Company’s troops in the fort of Vizuanagrum, the capital of Sitlera
Rauze’s brother, was {o perfedly confiftent with the letter and fpirit
the Court’s orders, and muft have appeated fo conducive to the eft.
blifhment of the Company’s aunthotity iu, the nor*hern Circars, th
we are fuiprifd 1 ocould have met with oppoliion fiom any Membhe

of Gouncil at 1oit St. George.
«0. 'The faéls flated are, That, in Augull 1777, the Rajah
Vizianagrumy, brother to Sitteram Rauze, with feverad thoufands of h

people, were aémﬂlly i arms 3 that the faid .Rajah had been guilty o
difreipe@ to your Government, by imprifoning one of your renters
and of contempt of the f_;m“}.mny s antharity, by refufing to fet hin
at libeity wpon the Diclident’s requifition.  "The caufe of imprifon.
ment of the reater 87not the fubjed of our prefent inguiry or te-

3

L
a

mzrkes, )
21, dp~the Company’s General Letter to Fort St, George of the
“xath of Apl 1775, their gigws rclntivga to the Rajahs and Zemindars
of the northern Cigears arefudted ‘in terms too plain to be miftaker:
The lubftance js; that the faid Zemindars fhould' be fecured in their
propevty, without being undfn the neceflity of keeping an *ered foree 3
and that the inhabitants of the country fhould be pr otected ﬁﬂm op-
preflions ~ The impropriety of feffering Rajahs or Zemindars to become
formidable, was fpceially noticed ; and it was fuggefled, that if Sit-
teram, Rauze was already, become {o, the fyflem muft be correced.
It was alfo rcfolved, that every military man refiding in the Circars

- 0 '
thould be abfolusely under the Coinpany’s command, obliged to ferve
thewu
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the w}hcnwm he might be wanted, and not left at hhuty o take part
with :m CIemy, in el troubles fhould arife in the ?twmuy
22." fhe Company’s otder, being  thus  esplicit and pmemplm)n
md-General Stuart finding the, condu@ of Vizictamuwze nconfifle
with thofe orders, he wifely judped that parrifoning the fortaby (e
Company’s troops would cure the fubfilling evil, and orfure the lutute,
ohedieike of this refraQlory Rajah to the Company’serepudations. Wi

aprec 1n opinion with the General, approve his attention to the Cong-
pany’s orders, ﬂmLhopr;: no change of government has operated to pe-
vent the meatlive from beiug completely carrred into exceutiotn.

27, 1t was yery commendable in General Stuart, upon the fifl pro-
bability of hoflilitics, to ofter 1o ferve diring the wary in any ma-
ner you might fee proper for the public welfare : and although, feon
the nature of our orders relpeing the Genet *tl*" yorswere not il

libetty to accept his perlonal fervices, we are well ‘l}l{.,di{.‘d with the

tcflimeny given by you »of his zcal for the publitr fervice on that ocea-
~ /

I

{1010, . D e -
24. Having thuy given you our fentimerts on the condu@ of
General Stuart, independent of cvery confideration rvelative to the
late troubles ; and confirmed as~we arc in our npinimf of L, gyt
c‘(pcumce, and of his ahlllty to render the moll mportwnd . iLrviLr:
o the Company in the prefens, CDIIJLll'}.ﬂ’glL of public affairs, We think
propa 1o acquaint you, that in cafe the ¢vent‘of € (sencral ‘ﬂ:u;m 5 1rhal
by a Gourt Martial {hall be an honourale ace quittdi, we fhall lm well
fatisficd {hat he remain v India as Seeond i1 military comnfande at
Fort 5. George, duwing the Contingance of Gereral Munrg at tha
Settlement ; and that he fucceed 10 the Chief Command of the troops
on the coalt, upon the {irfl vacancy that fhall happen in imll FUHNT

mand, after Lie Il have "been o agquitted by a (mult-r-i\’l..ul,ml A3

aforefaid,
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