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PREFACE.

4

THE Publisher of the prééent Work
having already obtained the sanction of the

Military Public, in his endeavours faithfully
to represent the Costume of the various
Armies of Europe, feels a particular degree °
of confidence in offering to the world the

Military Costume of India.

Not that the splendour which must natu-

rally communicate itself to the military cir-
cumstances of troops employed in the service
of India, should on that account alone

attract- a portion of public attention; but
that the aid of a service, at once so bril-
liant and 1mportant, should not be omitté_d

in an effort towards such general interests ;
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and nothing be wanting, from any quarter,
that could conduce to the advantage of the
Service in general.

To render the aid, thus to be obtained, as
efficient as possible, particular descriptions,
local as well as professional, will accompany
every Figure, and give a new interest to the
plan of the Work.

But there is a more impeortant point in-
tended to be gained, in rendering the repre-
sentations of the Military Costume of India ef-
" ficient in a practical view : this is, the adapt-
ing them to the series of Motions of the Ma-
nual and Platoon Exercise, as it is directed
to be practised by autherity ; exhibiting to the
~ officer not onlythe uniform and eharacteristie
distinctions of the different regiments, but
the various pesitions eorresponding with the
word of eommand ; by which it is hoped
* that the younger branches of the Service may
be induced to a more particular consideration
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of this impottant, if not vital, part of an
Officer’s duty. It was by such means, what-
ever the levity of inconsiderate militaty ge-
nius may have advanced, that Cmssr him-
self, as recorded by Hirrrus, gained the
battle of Pharsalia, and defeated an infinitely
superior force ;---by such ftrifles, as they have
been, deemed, as oblique ﬁrmg, and the
throwing back a wing! |

This may be admitted as certain, that
whatever is required of the Soldier—whether
marchking, wheeling, the management of the
Sfirelock, or even standing at ease-—must be
taught with critical accuracy; otherwise
“ slovenliness must take place, labor be inef-
SJectual, and the end proposed will never be
gained.”  And although the art of marching,
according to Marshal Saxe and the best tac-
ticians of all nations, is confessedly an object
of paramount consideration, it does not,
therefore, follow, that the firelock is to be
neglected. To march well is certainly a






INTRODUCTION.

1IN order to render Tae EXEMPLIFICATION OF THE MANUAL AND
Pratoon Exercises as complete as the nature of the ‘subject will.admit,
it appears necessary to subjoin the PoSITION OF THE SOLDIER UNDER’
Arwms, as laid down in the Regulations; and a few. cursory remarks
on Firing. ' "l
POSITION OF THE SOLDIER, &c.

“ The equal squareness of the shoulders and body to the front, is the
“ first and great principle of the position of the Soldier.—~The heels must
“ be in aline, and closed—The kices straight without stiffness—The toes
“ turned out, so that the feet may foyin an angle of about 60 degrees—
“ The arms hang near the body, but not stiff; the flat of the hand and
“ little finger touching the thigh, and the thumbs as far hack as the
« seams of the breeches—The elbows and shoulders are to be kept back
“ —The helly rather drawn in; and the breast advanced, but without
“ constraint—The body to be upright, but inclining rather forwards, so
¢ that the weight of it may bear chiefly on the fore part of the feet—The
“ head to be erect ; neither turning to the right nor to the left; the eyes
% alone will be glanced to the right,

“ The body of the Soldier being in this position, the firelock is to be
« placed in his left hand, against the shoulder; his wrist to be a little
“ turned out ; the thumb alone to appear in front ; the four fingers to be
“ under the butt; and the left elbow to be rather bent inwards, so as
“ not to be separated from the body, or to be more hackward or forward
 than the right one.—The firelock must rest full on the hand, not on
« the end of the fingers ; and be carried in such manneras not to raise,
“ advance, or keep back one shoulder more than the other; the butt
“ must therefore be forward, and as low as can be permitted without
“ constraint ; the fore part a very little before the front of the thigh; and
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4 the hind part of it pressed by the wrist against the thigh: it must be
4 kept steady and firm before the hollow of the shoulder : should it be
« drawn back or carried too high, the ane shoulder would be advanced,
« the other kept back, and the upper part of the body would be distorted,
« and not square, with respect to the limbs.”

The Soldier being thus steadied in his proper position, accuracy will
soon become habitual ;—no motion, however trifling, will be slurred
over, but every thing performed with life and energy.

That the ‘slaughtér of our fellow-creatures should become a subject of
carnest calculation and enquiry, is really a most deplorable consideration ;
but so long as nations are liable to be thrown into a state of hostility—
so long, in fact, “aswar continues to be the absurd and unchristian
« mode of deciding national disputes,”—however humanity may recoil at
the idea, the inquiry becomes indispensably necessary :—it originates in
self-preservation ; and shough in itself a sore evil, its main and ultimate
objeet is the restoration of peace.

Various opinions have been offered by professional writers upon this
momentous point ; but the prevalent opinion seems at present to be in
favor of file firing, which, when briskly and coolly kept up, cannot fail
to be extremely galling and destructive. ~ But still it is much to be
doubted, whether the most effectual fire apainst Cavalry is not by ranks 3
and it is believed by many, ‘that this fire would, more than any other,
~ check even a charge of Infantry. ‘

Obligue firing is not so generally practised as it ought to be, nor are
all its advantages duly appreciated ; and yet this fire is eminently useful
on many occasions. Should the enemy advance in column, or on a
front inferior to your own, his flanks will not eseape the oblique fire of
«he out-fanking portion of your force. If he threaten any particular
* portion of your line, those parts not menaced may cross an oblique fire
upon him. To decrease.the obliquity of such fractions of yourline, they
snay be wheeled up a small degree, if necessary.

The oblique fite might even, on certain oecasions, be used, with good
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effect, against an enemy of equal front; for your fire thus converging,
will be more certain 3 and if the aim is just, no part of the enemy’s front
can eseape your transverse obliquity. But to secure the full effect of this
mode of firing, it should seldom commence until the ey is within
140 or 150 paces.

* By this mode you will at any tlme be able to' aecumulate the -greatest
possible fire on any given point, whether attack udm bcyoﬁr ob~
Jject.
¥'In a military point of view, the fire of Infantry is of e fist i importance. .
Much has been advanced in favor of quick firing ;—and whele volumes
have even been' compiled, relative to the different modes of loading a
musquet ! as if an increase of noise and smoke were really the object in
view : for certainly that quick Furred mode offm-sun be productive
of little else.. :

But in regard to the puuhrend’hst position for firing and aiming ;—
on the simplest and best method of instructing the Soldier, and giving
him the degree of accuracy and address he ought to have, and withont
which, no calculation ean be made on the effect of his fire,~little or
nothing bas been advanced, beyond the few remarks laid down in the
Manual and Platoon Exercises; and the Weimar Editions De FArt de
Guerre, under whese authority we may venture a few suggestions,

Platoons have sometimes commenced firing at three or four hundred
yards : but though the firelock will kill at a much greater distance, yet
it is well known that the fire of Infantry has but little effect beyond 150
or 180 yards, and should seldom be ordered before.

Firing too high—particularly in the rear ranks, is a general and con-
fessedly a bad fault. To remedy which, the caution on all occasions now
is “ level low ;”—this is also a bad fault—all extremes must be guarded
against. No general rule can be laid down for firing, except that the
level of the piece must uniformly be determined by the distance of the
object aimed at.

Without affecting to talk to Soldiers about the laws of gravitation, there
are, in regard to firing, some very simple rules, which ought to be con-
sidered as axioms, and strongly inculcated as such; though itisnot at all
necessary that the Battalion should be taught the theory on which these
rules are founded,
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THE

MANUAL EXERCISE.

EXPLANATIONS.

MOTIONS. ik g

1st. Brinc the right hand briskly
up, and place it under the cock,
keeping the firelock steady. |

24. Quit the butt with the left.
hand, and seize the firelock with it-

at the swell, bringing the elbow close
down upon the lock; the right hand
kept fast in this motion, and the
piece still upright.

"3d. . Quit the right hand, and
bring it down to your right side,
bringing the firelock to the Secure
under the left arm, and the hand
rather below the hip.

N. B.

1st. The same as first motion of
Securing.

2d. Left hand grasps the butt.

3d. Right hand is brought smartly
down.

‘Worbs or
Commanp,

1st.

© Secure Arms,

2d,

Shoulder
Arms.,
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MILITARY COSTUME OF INDIA.

PLATOON EXERCISE.

—_————

MOTIONS.

Worps oF Slip the left hand along the sling

CoMMAND.

S A f_"ar as the swell of the firelock ;
Present: hring the piece down to the Present,
stepping back (as per Figure) six

inches to the rear, with the right foot,
and look steadily along the barrel.

: Ff ‘Pull the trigger firmly, and remain
nre, & W

on the Present, looking steadily a-

‘long the piece until the next word

of command.

# As the position is not altcred, no Figure is necessary
for this Motion.
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