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TO THE

VEN. ARCHDEACON. DEARTRY,
&ec. &e. &e.

VENL'RABL‘ AND DEAR Sz,

A TRACT written, at your recommendation,
by the firs®appointed minister of a Church, and
within the walls of % Parsonage of your erection,
may be properly dedicated to you; while the per-
sonal obligations by which the author is bound to
you, and your distinguished position in the Church,
the fundamental doctrines of whose exalted and
glorified Head it has been his endgavour, however
inadequately, to defend, may justify this connection
of your name with the following pages.

A short explanation of the circumstances which
occasioned this publicatibn may perhaps appropri-
ately introduce‘it to your and the reader’s notice. It
is well known to many who are interested in the ad-
vancement of Christianity in the East, that a Sanscrit
pamphlet, composed by a learned Brahmin, appeared
@ few months ago in answer to the * Matapuriksha’
by J. Muir, Esq. of the Civil Service. As a proof of
the inquiry which this gentleman’s writings had
excited, the novel appearance of a Brahmin in the
arena of religious discussion became a matter of
rejoicing to those who had long lamented the frigid
apathy of our pundits; and ap the publication of
g papphlet by a Brahmin himself, and in the
sacred landufge of the country, betokened, though
in oppositidy to the Gospel, the growth of a spirit
of investigMtisn that must eventually subvert error
and elitit the truth, it was calculated to interest
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very deeply the friends of Christianity. But never
was a more flagrant misnomer presented to the
public than the tith of Hara Chandra Tarkapancha-
nan’s tract. Instead of considering®dispassionately,
and answering soberly, the assertions of his distin-
pwwbed antagonist, he commenced by dealing in
general jnvectives against his Christian countrymen,
and by making certain remarks on Hinduism which
might more properly be called Ais confbssions, than
an apologetic defence of the system. Kar from refu-
ting any arguments by which the truth 8f Christian-
ity might be established, his Qeclamations betrayed
a mind unaccustomed to sober discussion and scarcely
acquainied with the nature of sound reasoning. He
advanced (unwittingly I acknowledge, but yet imn-
pertinently) assertions the most glaringly incorrect
with reference ¢{@ Christiafity, and maintained prin-
ciples the most absurd, utterly subversive of all
religion and history. He avowed unblushingly
that his object was to detract from, and find fault
with, a system of which®the excellencies were pro-
minently brought to full view by the “PrI1ESTS,” but the
defects arffully left in the shade ; and his work might
thereforc more properly be called a volley of abuse
against Christianity and its followers, rather than an
answer to Mr. Muir, not a single passage or sentj
ment from whose work he had either represented
}:ro erly, or answered to the purpose. Neither had

e been much mindful of the respect due to a
zealous friend to his country, and a member of the
Civil Service, but had recklessly used his learned
opponent’s name Whout any regard to the rules of
common courtesy, and had likewise theseffrontery
to declare that he would readily engdgf in furfher
controversy on the subjeet, provided Mr. Muir un-
dertook the charge of printing, and REMUNERATED
HIM FOR HIS TROUBLL!
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In consequence of these palpable vagrancies in the
Brahmin’s book, 1 did not at first think a reply was
necessary. What reader of tlle Bible, however
limited his knowyledge, might not intuitively be sa-
tisfied of the falsehood of such daring assertions,
as that Christianity owed its first growth W the
patronage of the great and noble of the world, who
were favourable to Christ,’and whose example and
influcnce bropght over millions to embrace the new
religion ! or that St. Matthew’s account of Joseph’s
dreamn was contradicted by St. Luke! Besides, the
language in which the tract was composed having
been Sanscrit,-and the character Bengallee, there
was little probability of its being read beyond the
learned circles in this province. But the gradual
publication of a Bengalee translation of the work,
accompanied with flattering commendations, in seve-
ral numbers of a popular ‘rewspaper; and the con.
sideration, that the glaring falsehoods it contained
were calculated to poison many minds that knew no-
thing of Christian and gospel history, have since pre-
vailed upon e to write and commit to the press the
following reply. This determination has been consi-
derably strengthened by the appearance of a second
champion of ilinduism-—-llaboo Kasinath Bosu, who
has zealously come forward to defend the religion
of his forefathers. Though this gentleman’s observa-
tions are generally rather irrelevant, his pamphlet
is free from those gross misrepresentations and
ignorant assertions which disgrace Tarkapanchanan’s
tract.

The Brahminical antagonist of Mr. Muir has
maintained certain strange positipns in the English
prefacg of s work, wherein hé takes for granted
the very question at issue, and asserts that “if s
impossible Yo frove the trutheor falsity of any scheme
of faith” As this remark has no place in the Sans-
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crit portion of his publication, and is unconnected and
ill consistent with his own line of argument, it has
been left unnoticell in the following reply.—A re-
view of his prefatory observations was the less ne-
cessary since their fallacy has been minutely exposed
beforeslarge assemblies of native audiende in three
sermons preached at Christ Church by a learned
friend, "who felt a deepecinterest in the discussion.
This gentleman has since favoured me with remarks
on the Brahmin’s preface, which havt accordingly
been subjoined. c

The zeal which Tarkapanchanan and the Baboo
have both displayed is ceftainly .commendable ;
and I sincerely hope that their works will excite a
spirit of inquiry among our friends, who seem to be
lulled at present in the insecure rest of apathy, and
to shun discussion. A candid and sober investiga-
tion is a dutyewhich ewery rational being owes to
truth; and as he undoubtedly ought, when a sys-
tem like the Gospel is propounded to his reception,
to examine its claims marrowly, and is at liberty
o prove all things : so is it also his duty to labour
not for victory or renown, as the champion of a
reconceived system, but for the certain know-
edge of God’s will, and of the way of Salvation;
and his spirit should be that of an inquirer-desiring
ixistruction, and not of a partizan longing for false
rlory.
5 ngging you to excuse the liberty I have taken
in addressing you thus publicly,

I have the honor to be,
Venerable and dear 8ir,
Cornsoallis Square, Youra faithfully,

t
9th January, 1841, K. M. BANERMEA.




REMARKS

ON

TARKAPANCHANAN'S PREFACE.

The principle propounded at the outset of the
English Preface to Tarkapanchanan’s Tract is sin-
gularly, not to say absurdly, at variance with the
design of the Tract itself. If it be true, as is there
asserted, that it is impossible to prove the truth or
Jalsity of any scheme of Faith,"” and that, conse-
quently, “ discussions on thy subject agg useless,” then
the question may fairly be put to the author of the
Tract, “ Whg; do you attempt to prove or to dis-
prove? of what consequence can it be, on this your
principle, whether Hindooism be maintained or
overthrown ?”

Really one would conclude that * silence” would
have been most consistent and “prudent” on the
part of the author in question. e cannot, consis-
tently with this maxim, care for Hindooism, nor be
bound to defend it: he should let Christians go on
their own way in subverting it unmolested, content-
ing himself with considering them, as he says he
considers Mahomet to have been, impostors or in-
sane, although if the standard of beauty and de-
Jormity (he must mean in morals) be arbitrary, 1. e.
if there be no such thing as trut® absolute, or false-
hoed absolute, right or wrong, one is, again, at a loss
to conceive how he could set about proving any
thing to be true or false, ight or wrong, himself
sane, or any one else insane.
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But, leaving the author, let us look to the matter
of the Preface itsg]f, as though it and the design of
the work did not reciprocate contradictions.

The writer says,  the truth of a Bevelation carnot
be proved by an appeal to the beauty of its perceptive
moraitvy, nor can iés falsity be established by imputing
deformity to its instsitutions. The standard of beauty
and deformity is arbitrary, and man, with his limited
reason, s not able to scan the olbjects ¢f the precepts
which he belicves to have been divinely revealed.”
By beauty and deformity in morals, ©f which the
author must here intend to speak, are meant the
right and the wrong. His refusal*to trust to an
appeal to them rests on their asserted uncertainty.

e denies that there is an immutable or essential
right or wrong; all is arbitrary. This is mere
Pyrrhonism, and a stale subject : but a few queries
shall be made Youching $t, which may safely be re-
peated, having never yet been answered. First,
then ; if there be no such 'thing as essential immu-
table right or wrong, whénce is it that we find in all
languages abstract terms declaring the ideas of them,
such as, in English, duty, ought, right, wrong, and in
Greek, the mother tongue of Moral Philosophy, o
Siov, and the like ?

2ndly. How is it that all mankind agree in con.-
demning certain courses and acts, and in approving
of others, not as expedient or inexpedient, but as
right or wrong ?

3rdly. Though it be said, as has often been said,
that some of the most notorious crimes, such as
theft and wmurder, are practised without remorse,
followed even as professions by some men, and indeed
by whole tribes of the human race, these, be it ob-
served, are witnesses against themselves, inasmuch as
they condemn the things in which they allow them-
selves when practised on themselves.
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4thly. Whence is it that, in every Society, how-
ever savage,* we find some formseof the administra-
tion of justice ? whether correct or incorrect does not
affect the question; one definite thing—justice—ie
uniformly acknowledged and sought.

Sthly. Whence is it that every one spontaneously
distinguishes between Aharng and wrong, that is to
say, takes into consideration the ¢nfention of the
agent, that iy assumes the existence of some /luw
of action which he may or may not have wilfully
neglected ?

6thly. Whence sacsifice and purification? but
from a sense, from which none can escape, of havin
offended the Deity by infraction of his laws, whic
must be eternal and immutable, since we cannot con-
ceive of Him except as eternal and immutable # 1f
some things be wrong, and others right, with re-
ference to an eternal immutable law, the subject of
that law, right and wrong, must also be eternal and
unmutable, not arbitrary. .

7thly. To what but to the existence of such a law
can the power of conscience be ascribed ?

Other similar queries might be put, but let these
suffice. It is not however to be denied, that, never-
theless, there is great confusion in the matter, 1t
may indeed be allowed that the practice of the ma-
jorisy of men is not agreeable to their express or
implied confession on these points; but then this
only proves their inconsistency with themselves :
and, indeed, the general acknowledgment, of the
general depravity of mankind, furnishes, of itself, a
strong attestation to the existence of an unalterable
right and wrqng.

t # however be granted, for argument’s sake,
as a thing for which there appears some authority in
the Scriptures ta which the Christian appeals, and in
the old heatfen philosophy at least of Greece;’ that
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an appenl lo the percepiive beauty of its morality
is not to be trusted absolutely in proofof the truth
or falsity of any system.

Yet what will this prove, except that our perception
of. it is not absolutely to be trusted # Not that there
is no such thing in itself ; for, be it observed that the
admission in Scripture and in philosophy is made only
as consequent on an asserted depraved state of the
perceptions (or perceiver.) Moreoven admitting it
(still for argument’s sake) to be the case, a few re-
marks will show that the conclusion? to which we
come, is, not that there is nasuch thing as a percep-
tion of the right and the wrong, but that the per-
ception of it may be more or less impaired ; where-
upon, of course, the appeal to it becomes futile, to
the extent to which it has been impaired.

There is an gnalogy befween our material, our intel-
lectual, and our spiritual natures, in the mode of their
existence, that is, in the Jaws by which they are regu-
lated, live, increase and. flourish, or decay and die.
All derive their origin from the same Creator, all are
subject to the same general laws, obvious, however
inexplicable. The faculties of the mind and of the
soul correspond to those of the body, and are, by way
of analogy, also called senses by philosophers and in
the Bible.® Each class has peculiar and proper (ap-
propriate) objects for its exercise, and the results
of its energizing (being exercised) on these objects
correspond. The proper objects, for the exercise

{a} Heb. v. 14.— | suspeet we have internal senses. The ‘mind’s
eye' since Shakepeare’s time has been proverbial ; and we have also
a mind's ear. To say nothing of dreams, one certainly can listen to
one’s own thoughts, and hear them, or believe that one hears thers ;
the strongest argument addueible in favour of our nearing any thing.”
Hare's Guesses at Truth. p. 230. v

Such expreasions are very common, and indeed unavoidable and

indispensable. The voice of conscience, moral tact, moral percep-
tion, will ocour to every one. )
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of the body and its senses, are, like itself, material ;
those of the mtellect, mt.ellectual those of the spirit,
spiritual.  There is a good and there is an evil, una-
nimously acknowledged, in each case: the ultimate
condition of each depends on the exercise of each;

physical and temporal good or evil in the on® case,
intellectual good or evil (l%gacal right or wrong) in
the other, spiritual good or evil (virtue or vice) in
the other.”  JThis is matter of fact® and observation,
rather than of argument. If the body be indulged
in what is e®il or unhealthy (wrong) for it, the re-
sult is sickness, and, ailtimately, death. So with
the intellect, folly ér ignorance result; and with
the soul, vice and consequent misery; or in each
case: the reverse may occur. There is a sickness
and a death, and a health and a life of the body and
of the soul, each the resul} of the gxercise of the
senses of each: in the one case on good, (the right),
in the other case an evil, (the wrong). But the exer.
cise, or energizing, pmductlve of these states, is, fur-
thermore, observable, as a Matter of Jact, to result
from a choice made in each case by the agent.

Hence, as the state, in each case, depends on the
exercise, this exercise depending, in turn, upon
the choice, the state is, ultimately, assignable to
the original choice. This also Phllnso])hy discovers
apart from the Scriptures of the Christian, although
in harmony with their teaching.

v ‘1 ‘y(lp GPU”) Kﬂl poxgnpla ‘Tﬂﬂ apxnv n;uv ¢0ﬂp£l, n 8!

ollet.  Aristot. Eth. Nic. VII. 8.4.

Smarpsqta n woyOnpia xa &agbevaw()&n WOl el TAE WPAK-
Tikad apxac Ibid. VI. 12, 10.

1 T miv sv ayvotw Ore €K 78 tvepysiv wepl Exaora at
therg yivovrai Ko;u&; avawlyrs. Aristot. ut sup. 111 5, 11.
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The choice a man makes in the first instance,
be it what it may, gives a turn or bent to his dispo-
sition, and lays the foundation of a corresponding
habit. This is proved by things of the commonest
occurrence. We see it in the progress from childhood
to yodth, and from youth to manhood. There was a
time when the passionatg, the intemperate, the cruel
man degan to be such by choosing so to act, on
some particular first occasion, since which ¢he vice
has grown upon him: he has made himself what he
is by acting in a certain course, by having his senses
exercised in a certain way, and that exercise had a
beginning in a first act, resulting from a first choice.

Even as it is with our bodies: our constitutions
are good, or they have been impaired, owing to
a certain course, which, in like manner, had a begin-
ning by our ¢hoosing iy some first instance, to act
in & certain way. Many a man may trace ruined
health to some first act of intemperance (which
is s2n against one’s own body) whereby he was led on
to a course of the same, from which he never has
recovered, nor ever can recover so as to be what
he was before, or otherwise might now be.*

td]—--m';x t'mm'wg & wp&Euc Elcs'mo;' eicn xai ai :Euc--
rov ptv yap wpaEe’wv an’ &pxﬁg péxor Télsg Kupeol z'tr‘uv,
1direc ra kal éxaora’ TEv FEewy OF The apng' Twv xal’
txaora 8t B wpoobeoic ¥ yvopipoc, Lawep érl rov appwarivy.
Aristot. Eth. Nie. II1. 5, 22.
“It is impossible to say how much even the first full overt act of
irregularity might disorder the inward constitution; unsettle the
adjustments, and alter the proportions, which formed it, and in
which the uprightness «f its muke consisted : but repetitions of irre-
gularities would produce habits, and thus the constitution would be
spoiled.”—Biswop BurLzs's Avarocy, I V.

The case of hereditary diseases, or of misfortunes otcasioned
by the faults of others, does not déstroy the force of this argument :
it only carries us further back to find the same result, whilst it
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But here it is obvious to object—*“But how couid
I help my ehoice in that first ingtance to which you
refer me ; and if 1 could not help it, how can I be re-
sponsible for ite”

How it is that we are responsible in this respect
may perhaps not admit of a satisfactory &plana-
tion,* beyond what Bishop%. Butler observes to the
following purport: viz., that, be it Aew it may,
we find thay we are responsible, we are made to
answer for our conduct in this respect.  Though it
may not W explained it is the fact, that we
cannot escape the gonsequences of our actions.
Things will thke their course: sickness and death.
overwhelm the body ; distress and ruin, the fortunes
of a man; ignorance, his mind ; vice, his soul ; be-
cause he once made an evil choice with respect to
them. 'This is fact ; we find that we do answer for,
since we suffer for, our 3cts, whether we believe
that we can control our choice in the first decisive
instance or not.  That we can, however, control it,
may be inferred from thé fact that we cannot act
one way without being conscious of power to act

augments considerably the extent to which moral agents are res-
ponsible for right and wrong; a point to be noticed presently,

le] Perhaps, agreeably to an observation of the same great mora-
list, it is a thing of which we could not, in our present state, under-
stfnd the reasons, even were they propounded to us.

It may poussibly be useful to suggest to persous who have never
considered this subject, that it is no more surprising that there
should be difficulties in the theory of morals, than that there should
be results in the physical world (as in Chemistry) attainable by us,
without our being able to trace and unfold the laws by which they
are brought about. Thut we cannot explain certain difficulties in
morals, no more relieves us of our morg® responsibility, than our
igngrange, how the means operate which we use to produce certain
results in physics, deprives us of our physical power of producing
these results. We know that in _either case a certain method on
our purt leads to cartain consequences, and if we know uo more, this
does not hinder the consequences.



xii

another way, until indeed such power has been
paralized by long acting in the one waysand not in
the other. “And even long after we seem to our-
selves to have lost the power of acting differently,
we continue sensible that we ought to, act dif-
ferentlys

Hencg arises equally the helplessness of the utter-
ly depraved, and the unflterable integrity of the
confirmed virtuous character.

But, supposing it to be altogether unaccountable
that we do, after all, choose evil, the fact that
we are responsible in the case,of our bodily health
.or temporal fortunes is just as great*a difficulty as
in the other case, that of virtue and vice; and there
is as little ground to deny the latter because not
to be accounted for, as to deny the former. The
cases are exactly parallel ; as it 1s with our temporal
fortunes or bodfly 'health] so is it with our spiritual
fortunes : as with our bodies, so with our minds,
with our minds so with our souls.

Our spiritual nature ha$, thus far, been spoken of
as two-fold, spirit, or soul, and mind ; this distinction
also seems to have been acknowledged by philoso-
phy apart from Revelation, and hereupon a further
remark oceurs, viz.,, that the soul depends, in a
mysterious way, on the mind; becomes wicked
or good, fit for happiness or for misery, according
as the mend has its senses exercised to discern good
and evily for choice is the act of the mind. The
choice, then which the mind first makes in morals,
infects the soul ever afterwards, and the soul, from
that moment, influences the mind ; the latter has
given to it its tasee, and it can relish, ordinarily,
only what it has first tasted.! ' ,

To use a homely illustration, it is with us herein
as with the dog, and perhaps with other animals,

i xaXewoy K3piwy Kbva yevoar. Greek. Prov.
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which become granivorous instead of carnivorous if
so fed fromethe first: with this fnrther point of ana-
logy, that, nevertheless, it was made for the one
ahd not for the other kind of food. The soul of
man was made for goodness.®

But here the objection which before. met 1% recurs
in a somewhat altered form, and with, if possible,
accumulated force. A tHoughtful man may here
interpose and say—* What g&ead ful thing is this
you tell me? You say that God made my soul for
goodness, artl that yet every soul of man perversely
prefers evil, because ,jhe mind chooses evil for it,
and the law &f its nature is that, ever afterward,
it prefers evil, and nevertheless it is answerable
for it I

All that can be said to this is, that—awful and
mysterious as it is, yet s0 # 5. Not the Revelation
alone which Christians déem it thieir privilege: to
possess, but the light of nature shows that thus it &
with us. Revelation and philosophy alike witness to
man’s helpless misery in this respect, but it is only-
the Bible that furnishes an account the cause
hereof, and reveals the remedy for it. Yes, so it ¢s,
such is the condition of every man that naturally is
engendered of the offspring of Adam. This our
miserable and terrible condition is the result of our
descent from a guilty sire. The evil choice of the
first man tainted his soul, and our spirits have in.
herited the taint.—This is the account of the matter
which the Bible furnishes, and it is an account of
the difficulty (although not an erplanation of it)
confirmed by the analogy of the natural world to
which the Pundit allows an appeal for proof of the
goodress and justice of God. I remark therefore,
and again as a _fact, that no man, however irreligious,

'8! See Bp.®Butler's Sermons on Human Nature.



Xiv

when condemned to suffer for crimes, thinks to ex-
culpate himself by pleading the sin of the first man:
and finally, it is obvgous to remonstrate by saying,—
“ Nay, O man, who art thou that speakgstagainst God?
The inference of a God from the works, of nature
£8, 8y You, open to every reasoning being, and common
to all re;{ rious systems. (Pref.) But we cannot con-
ceive of God except as utberly, unspeakably, infinite-
ly %oly, and we are urholy ; the most dibased religi-
ons recognise these two facts; all worship proceeds
upon the assumption of them; who ¢herefore art
thou, O man, that arraignest the wisdom and provi-
dence of God ? The very notion of religion im-
plies these two facts, and philosophy discloses the
third, that, from the circumstance of our being
unholy, our powers of right action are enfeebled,
and we do not act in the way of which we approve.
“ The evil thaf I" would not that I do,” is a con-
fession found in old Heathen writers, as well as a
declaration of the Bible concerning fallen man, and
it contains the recognitfon of some thing which
ought to be done, but which we find ourselves un-
able to perform, though not unable to discern. It
is not because there is no positive standard of beauty
and deformity (right and wrong, virtue and vice,
truth and falsehood) that there is such confusion in
men’s practice and ideas, but because of an inngte
and inherent flaw in the soul, of which man cannot
rid himself, and owing to which it is, that, through
the several steps of choice, act, habit, he often so
impairs his perception of the right and wrong, that
he ceases Aabitually to discern them. The senses of
the soul are necessarily subject to perversion, owing
to man’s sinfulness, and thus though it were tq be
admitted, as has now been done for argument’s sake,
that « the truth of a revelation canrot be proved by
an appeal to the perceptive beauty of tis morality,”
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(Pref.) the inference would be, not that there is
no such thing %s an absolute and asgertainable mora-
lity, but that such an appeal will often be an unsafe
mode of vindicatimg the truth of'a Revelation, be-
cause, for aught we know of the party addregsed,
he may be one who has put out his soul’s eyes, cor-
rupted his own moral perceptions. The enquiry,
which has been now attempted, and which has been
conducted *on principles found out of, as well as in,
the Scriptures of the Christian, and therefore unex-
ceptionagle to éven a heathen, results in a warning
to all who are called upop to judge in such a matter,
that they examine themselves whether they have, up
to the time when so called upon, been acting in a way
to improve or to mar their power of right judgment.
Let them consider, before they proceed to judge of
a revelation professing to conge frommGod, whether,
having known God, tﬁey have not neglected to ¢ glo-
rify him as God, and are become vain in their ima-
ginations,” so that the light which was, by nature, in
them is become darkness.”

But the wncertainty of this appeal, even supposing
that it were absolute, furnishes no argument, not
cven a presumptive one, against Christianity ; be-
causc Christianity does not appeal, in the first in-

iy §t. Paul’s Epist, to the Romans. ch. ii. 18 sqq. ““The wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men who hold the truth in unrighteousness ; because that which
way be kuown of God is manifest in them, for God hath shewed
it unto them. For the invisible things of Him from the creation of
the world are clearly seen, beiag understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godbead ; [Bee guotation from
Pref. above p, xiv.] so that they are without gxcuse, because that
when they knew God, they glorified Him notws God, neither were
thankfuly but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish
heart was durkened  Professing themselves to be wise, they becume
fuols ; and changed the glory of the umcorruptible God into an
image wade like toscorfuptible man, and to birds, and four-footed
beusts. and creeping things.”

¢
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stance, for proof of itself to the beauty of its mora-
Uity as a systery, or to the perfectien of its plan
in respect of nihe olject to be attained, (Pref)
but to miracles, ind these not merely “asserted,”
(Pref.) but affested miracles. Be it granted that
“meérely asserted wmiracles” can have the force of
argument only when the mind s predisposed to a
pious belief which dispenses with progf” (Pref.) still
this is nothing to the purpose agaipst Christianity,
because it appeals not to merely asserted, but to
attested miracles, to miracles attested as facts in
a way in which no other, event in the history of
mankind is attested.

Let Tarkapanchanan, and those who listen to him,
look to these things. Any other mode of assailing
Christianity than by attacking the Aéstorical evidence
on which itg Divine grigin rests is a mere ignoratio
elenchi. 'The preface Ais;)lays as utter an ignorance of
the ground on which Christianity claims, in the first
instance, to be received as of God, as the Tract itself
does of the facts and"doctrines which the Bible re-
cords and propounds.

The following quotation from an eminent heathen
Philosopher may not inappropriately be annexed to
the foregoing observations, as containing a variety
of instances in which even the most depraved bear
witness to the existence of an immutable right and
wrong—a fized “ standard of beauty and deformity”
in morals.

“ They who have through vice done many and
“ atrocious deeds, hate and shun life, and destroy
“ themselves. The vicious also seek constantly to be
“in the comparfy of others, shunning themselves, for,
“ when alone, they remember many and intelerable
“ things, and expect the same; but they forget these
“ whilst with their f8llows. Having nothing %ovely in
« themselves, they feel no love for themselves : nei-
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« ther do such men sympathize in joy or sorrow with
»~ themselves : fpr their soul is in a state of seditious
“ tumult, so that, through its depraved condition,
“one part of it is pained at being forced to abstain
“ from some things, whilst another part rejoices in
*“the abstainihg from them; and o;})‘posing affections
* drag it different ways, as though they would rend it
“to pieces. Or, if it cannot rejpice and grieve at’ one
*-and the same time, it presently regrets that it was
* pleased, and wishes that such and such things had
“not been pleasant to it; for the wicked teem with
“ repentings. Evidently then the wicked man cannot
“love himself, fox that He hath nothing lovely in
“ him.”
Aristot. Eth. Nic. IX.

T Iw/"’mst of the Epiphany,
<A D 1841
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