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Chandra Chottopadhyay, which was promptly proscribed by
the colonial British power.
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legends in Persian verse.
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THE ISSUE UNDER REVIEW

The prevailing note of discontent and disenchantment ceases to haunt the sylvan
scene premises of the National Library with the advent of the year 1997. This is
the glorious year when the nation was engrossed with chalking out colourful
programmes to celebrate 50 years of India's Independence. The employees of the
National Library were not lagging behind. They were found enthusiastic to carry on
on eventful long list of programmes. A group of young, enthusiastic, energetic and
devoted professional and non professional staff involved themselves in the
meaninglful programmes. This reawakened flamboyant spirit gave a thrust to the
heitherto dormant zeal of a vast working force of the Library. The fresh thinking
and indomitable spirit of young guards appear to contribute to the revival of the
institution. Let us help them to save the premier institution.



GIFT AND EXCHANGE DIVISION

This division was an integral part of the Acquisition Division of the National
Library, Calcutta. Consequent upon expansion of its sphere of activities and
importance, the Gift and Exchange Division was bifurcated from the Acquisition
Division in 1973 and since then it received the status of a full fledged Division
and has significantly contributed to enrich the Library collection.

The Division acquires reading materials for the National Library, Calcutta as gifts
from individuals and institutions, and on exchange from libraries abroad. The
National Library received sanction of the Government of India for purchasing
Indian publications for exchange from Ist April 1961. Since then the gift and
exchange programme expanded manifolds. However, the Cultural Exahange
Programme is being finalised from the Department of Culture, Ministry of Human
Resource Development, New Delhi. The Cultural Exchange Programme has two
aspects :

I. Exchange of Publications, and
IL. Exchange of library personnel

(D The National Library maintains book exchange relation with 211
institutions of 86 countries. It was receiving over 1200 books per year
from libraries of erstwhile U.S.S.R. The number has sharply fallen after
the collapse of Soviet Union. Nevertheless, from Bibliotheque Nationale,
Paris the National Library receives over 200 books, over 60 to 70 books

from other countries.

In exchange the National Library sends publications on Indian art, culture,
Indian National Bibliography and other publications as requested for by

the exchange partners abroad.

The National Library receives nearly 1000 books and 700 journals every
year as gift mainly from the United States of America and partly from
other countries. The Library has received manuscripts and very rare

publications as gifts from distinguished personalities.



Mrs. Jadunath Sarkar handing over the collection of books and manuscripts of the great

savant to the National Library authorities (Reproduced from India's National Library)

Some notable gifts received in the past are, namely :

L.

Sir Asutosh Mukherjee collection — most splendid bequest, personal
collection of Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay, came into the Library in
1949. Presently about 85,000 volumes cover the whole range of
Humanities and the Sciences. The major portion of the collection
consists of books on Law, European literature, Education, History
and books and periodicals on Pure Sciences.

J. N. Sarkar collection — received in 1959 from the heirs of Late
Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar. This rich collection consists of about 2500
items including printed books, journals, pamphlets and off-prints
from journals, mss. and maps. It contains also some unpublished
writings of Sir Jadu Nath.

Buhar collection — received in 1904 from the Jamindar of Buhar. It
contains manuscripts and books in Arabic, Persian and Urdu.

Vaiyapuri Pillai manuscripts collection — received in 1960. The
total number of its collection comprises 2943 books and manuscripts
of which 265 are in palm leaves.
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Surendranath Sen collection — received in 1960, consisting of 2,736
titles. Among these 2,307 items are in European languages and the
rest in Indian languages covering almost all the major branches of
Humanities.

Sapru papers — In 1952 the National Library received from the sons
of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru the magnificient gift of a dossier of their
father's correspondance consisting of several thousand letters and
other papers.

Jibanananda Das collection — received in 1979 and consisting of
manusacripts of Late poet Jibananda Das with a file containing 14
poems.

Kshiti Mohan Sen collection — received from his son Shri
Khemendra Mohan Sen. The collection consists of 326 books,
mainly in Bengali by and on Rabindranath Tagore.

In addition there are several other collections available in the
holdings of the National Library.

The National Library, Calcutta maintains exchange of library experts on
reciprocal basis with the aim to promote exchange of library expertise and
to strengthen cultural relations. There are 20 such countries with whom
the National Library, Calcutta maintains exchange of experts. The records
speak that quite a number of librarians and professional staff from this
library have visited libraries and institutions abroad, had exchanged
expertise through meetings with their counterparts from abroad under the
Cultural Exchange Programme over the years.

LIBRARY CONFERENCES / SEMINARS

A workshop/training course on 'Preservation and conservation with communication
channel' was held in the B.E. College, Botanical Garden, Howrah during May-June
1997. Smt. Malabika Ghosh, A.L.1.O./Chemist participated in the said course and
presented papers on 6th May and 27 June 1997.



HINDI WORKSHOP

A two day Hindi workshop was organised by the Hindi Cell of the National
Library, Calcutta on 19th and 20th February, 1997 to remove hesitation in
implementing Hindi in official work. The Director, National Library, Calcutta
inaugurated the workshop. 18 members of staff were imparted training in the
workshop.

Hindi Workshop held on 19 & 20th August 97 at the Seminar hall
in the New Annexe of the National Library, Calcutta

EXHIBITIONS

Mahasweta Devi — Commemoration

Mahasweta Debi, a celebrated Bengali writer, a recipient of Padmashree in 1986
and this year's Ramon Magsaysay award for excellence in literature and creative
communication arts, was again honoured with Jnanpith Award earlier this year.
The Library held an exhibition of books, journals and press clippings from 8
January 1997 to commemorate awards of Mahasweta Devi.



Birth Centenary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

The National Library, Calcutta observed the birth centenary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose on 20th January 1997. An exhibition of books and other documents
in various Indian and foreign languages displaying life long achievements of Netaji
was organised. The exhibition was inaugurated by Hon'ble Minister for Human
Resource Development, Dr. S. R. Bommai in the presence of many distinguished
personalities, readers and staff of the National Library, Calcutta.

Dr. §. R. Bommai, Hon'ble Minister, Human Resource Development, inaugurating
an exhibition on Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, in the National Library, Calcutta

Birth Centenary of Paul Robson

The Library held an exhibition of books, journals, news papers, clippings and
records on 9th April 1997 in the exhibition hall to mark the beginning of birth
centenary celebration of Paul Robson. The exhibition was opened by Hon'ble
Minister, Govt. of West Bengal Shri Nisith Ranjan Adhikary

Biju Pattanayak — A Homage

An exhibition of press clippings and articles was put up in the Oriya Division of

the National Library, on 17th April 1997 to pay homage to Bijayananda
Pattanayak (Biju Pattanayak), ex-Chief Minister and founder of modern Orissa on

the demise of the latter.



GIFTS

The delegations from People's Republic of China visited the National Library,
Calcutta on 18th June and 27th June 1997. The delegates gifted two hundred and
four books to the Director, National Library. In the course of discussion necessity
to improve the exchange relation was emphasised. The National Library received
several small gifts from the exchange partners abroad.

Gift received from the Chinese delegation

MISCELLANY

The Assamese Language Division, National Library has taken up NEC sponsored
'Bibliographical and documentation' project of preparing an annotated bibliography
on the socio-cultural and socio-economic condition in the North East India on the
request of Deptt. of Library & Information Science, Guwahati University, Assam.

The Bibliography Division of the National Library, Calcutta compiled and edited
entries for their inclusion in the vol. 49 (1996) of Index Translationum which have
duly been despatched to the Editor, I.T, UNESCO, Paris.

In an extensive drive to collect books under the D.B. Act, Shri Safalya Nandi, in-
charge, Oriya Language Division, visited publishers in Cuttack, Bhubaneswar and
Puri. In this drive one thousand seven hundred thirty books were collected for the
National Library, Calcutta.



RESEARCH ASSISTANCE TO SCHOLARS

Approximately hundred Indian and foreign scholars and students from different
universities and learned institutions across the world came to the National Library
for studies and consultations in their respective field of research during the period
under report. The significant among them are mentioned below :

Sl. Name Date Topic of Study
No.

1. Britta Ohm 2.1.97 Politics, Philosophy and
Ebersstr. 70, cultural studies on India.
10827 Berlin,

Germany

2. Ramdulal Roy . 20.1.97 An examination of human

Asstt. Professor scepticism.

Narsingdi Govt. College
Narsingdi, Bangladesh

3.  Davini Roberto 31.1.97 Indian society and its
Research Student transformations under British
European University conquest, 1750-1820
Institute
Dept. of Hist.

& Civilization
Villa SCHIGANOIA
Via Boccaccio 121,

50 133 FIRENZE
ITALY

4.  Abul Kalam Md. 3.2.97 Social work/social welfare:
Rafiqullah Rural women and poverty
Room No. 3, ICSSR, alleviation; strategies of
10, Lake Terrace, selected organisations in
Calcutta Bangladesh



SI.  Name Date Topic of Study
No.

5. Imtiaz Ahmed 5.2.97 The role of the liberal non
73, C. R. Avenue communal congressite muslim
Calcutta politicians in Bengal

politics, 1885-1912

6. Durba Ghosh 6.2.97 Bibis : Indian Women and their
C/O ALLS. European consorts, 1740-1890
12/2 Swinhoe St.

Calcutta - 19

7. Juhani Korenen 25.2.97 Colonial development in
C/O Ramakrishna Mission Tanzania and India
Calcutta

8.  Barbara Gorke 10.3.97 Tibetan medicine
Vijnana Niwas
Madhuban
Kalimpong 734301

9.  Andrius Beinorius 10.3.97 Indian Philosophy and religion
Ramkrishna Mission
Institute of Culture
Gol Park, Calcutta

10.  Siedovic Vaiotalis 10.3.97 Indian philosophy and religion
R. K. Mission,

Gol Park
Calcutta
11.  Kazuko Sakaki 11.3.97 Indian Philosophy
4/1108, Sir Syed
Nagar, Aligarh,
U. P. 202002



SI.  Name Date Topic of Study

No.

12.  Prof. Rakesh H. Solomon 20.3.97 Theatre in colonial
Dept. of Theatre & Drama India
Indiana University
Bloomington IN 47405
U.S.A.

13.  Debashish Majumdar 27.3.97 Contracting out in the
Dept. of Political Studies social welfare section
University of Otago in West Bengal
New Zealand

14.  Md. Osman Ghani 27.3.97 Everyday life in the
10, Lake Terrace, Sultanate Bengal
ICSSR, Calcutta

15. Dr. Waltrand Ganguly 31.3.97 Indian Jewellary
..... Germany

16. S. Ganguly 31.3.97 Scripts and languages
... Germany

17.  PRU MAUNG 16.4.97 Indian History
Airport Roar,

Akyab, Arakan State,
Burma

18.  Rabindra Nath Polari The Saoras of Orissa : A study
C/O Dr. B. K. Sarma of their changing socio-
P.G. Dept. of History cultural life
Berhampur University
Orissa

19. R. K. Satapathy Local self government in India

Dept. of Political Science
P U College, Nehu, Aizohl.

10



Dept. of English
AM.U. Aligarh, UP.

11

Sl.  Name Date Topic of Study

No.

20.  Dr. Apurbananda Mazumdar Demographic profile of
Reader. Dept. of Commerce Southern Assam
Assam University 1701-1800
Silchar. Assam

21.  Kirit M. Joshi Director-shareholder relation
VISHAD '

Brahmasamaj Society
Ruiya Road,
Rajkot, Gujarat

22.  Manas Kr. Paul Public administration in
Chotosarsa (South) developing countries......

23.  Sonali Bhattacharya Reinterpreting human rights :
B-6/122 Sonarpura, a third world perspective.
Varanasi, U.P.

24.  Lachit Barnati Road & Communication
Dept. of History, systems under the throns.
Furkating College,

Golaghat, Assam
"25. Umesh Nath Parthy Role of Women in the dramas
Vill. & P. O. Korra of G. B. Shaw
Hazaribag, Bihar
26. Huma Yaqub Critical study of Thomas

Moore's Lalla Rookh,
Love's of the angels and
Ghazala.



SI.  Name Date Topic of Study

No.

27.  Vishwanath Sah Mammalian ageing
G. K. P. College
Karpoori gram
Samastipur, Bihar

28. Moumita Roy Non-timber forest products-
Dept. of Ecological studies utilization
& Environmental Sciences
Kalyani University, Nadia
West Bengal

29.  Santanu Chakraborty Theatre in colonial India
108, Raja S. C. Mullick Road
Calcutta

30. Biswanath De Dimensions of Credit planning
Old Dangal Para in West Bengal since
Suri, Birbhum Nationalization : A study of
West Bengal experiences and emerging

challenges.

31. Dipankar Mukherjee Displaced populations and
Tara Babu Lane development in the
Tharpakhna Ranchi, context of South Asian
Bihar economics and institutional

order.

32. Rangon Chakravarty Popular music and cultural
604 Block O, New Alipore globalization in Calcutta,
Calcutta 1990-1995

33. Maitreyee Sengupta Social criticism in the plays

Gorakhpur University
Gorakhpur, U.P.

12

and short stories of D. H.
Lawrance.



Sl.  Name Date Topic of Study

No.

34. Aparna Sen Gupta Tarasankarer Upanyas
1/1A Tara Road,
Calcutta

35. Soma Sarkar Nineteenth century Bengal
438 R. N. Thakur Road
Calcutta

36. Jayanta Kr. Ghose The development of women's
3, Bowbazar Orphanage Lane magazine
Calcutta

37.  Pritha Lahiri Women & women's magazine
A-95, PurbayanRoad No. 4 Yesterday and today
Sodepur,
24 Parganas (North)
West Bengal

38.  Debasis Das Murshidabad : a cultural profile
Cl/o Ratan Kr. Roy from the early 18th to early
E.S.I. Hospital 19th Century
Budge Budge
Mabheshtala
24 Parganas (South)
West Bengal



VISITORS

The following eminent Indian and foreign personalities visited the Library during
the period under review :

Dr. S. R. Baheti
Librarian,

L. R. T. College
Akola

Smt. Indrani Ghosh
Rabindra Bhavan
Visva Bharati,
Santiniketan, W. B.

Sh. Mynak R. Tulku Rimpoche,

Director,
National Museum of Bhutan,
Paro, Bhutan

Mr. Jiang Weiming

Cultural Counsellor,

Embassy of People's Republic
of China in India

New Delhi

Mr. Bhang Zhongqun,
People's Republic of China,
Peking.

Mrs. B. Brar

W/o Air Marshal P. S. Brar
A. O. C. in Command,
Eastern Command
Shillong, Meghalaya

Sr. A. K. Krishna Murty
Regional Secretary,
Sahitya Academy
Bangalore

Sh. Brindaban Goswami, M.L.A.
along with a Library Committee
of Assam Legislative Assembly,

Assam

Mr. Zhang Jieling,

Second Secretary

Embassy of People's Republic
of China in India,

New Delhi



ADMINISTRATION

APPOINTMENTS :
SI.  Name Position to which Date of
No. joined joining

1. Smt. Krishna Chakraborty Asstt. Lib & Inf. Officer (Ofg.) 10.4.97

2. Smt. Swapna Roy Chowdhury - do - - do -
3.  Smt. Satyabama Raghavan - do - - do -
4. Shri G. N. Das - do - - do -
5. Smt. Ibha Roy - do - - do -
6.  Shri Choudhury Khairul Islam - do - - do -
M Shri Mehmoodul Hasan - do - - do -
8.  Smt. Farhana Farooqui - do - - do -
9. Shri Alok Kumar Mukherjee - do - - do -
10. Smt. Supriya Gangopadhyay - do - - do -
11.  Shri B. Nageshwar Rao - do - - do -
12. Shri S. Y. Khairey - do - - do -
13.  Smt. Malabika Ghosh Chemist - do -
14.  Shri B. K. Roy Chowdhury Superintendent (Ofg.) - do -
15. Shri R. C. Samaddar - do - - do -
16. Smt. Namita Mukhopadhyay - - do - - do -
17.  Shri Rati Kanta Mondal - do - - do -
18. Shri Syed Abuzar - do - - do -
19. Smt. Ballari Bandhyopadhyay - do - - do -
20. Shri Jaydeb Dutta L.I.A./Machine Operator (Ofg.) - do-

21. Shri Goutam Krishna Roy Jr. Ref. Asstt. (Ofg.) 10.4.97

15



Sl.  Name Position to which Date of

No. joined joining
22.  Shn Pradip Bhattacharjee Jr. Ref. Asstt. (Ofg.) - do -
23.  -Shri Ashoke Kumar Das - do - - do -
24.  Shri Swapan Kumar Pailan - do - - do -
25.  Shri Goutam Kumar Sardar - do - - do -
26.  Shri Amit Debnath - do - ~do -
217. Shri Ezazul Haque - do - - do -
28.  Shri Rabindra Nath Mondal - do - - do -
29.  Shri Subhas Chandra Das - do - - do -
30.  Shri Biswajit Ghosh - do - - do -
31. Shri A. P. Singh Senior Asstt. (Ad hoc) 25.06.97
32. Shri N. Bhattacharjee Caretaker (Ad hoc) - do -
33, Shri Bapi Mondal Assistant (Ad hoc) 25.06.97
34. Shri Gourangalal Das - do - 30.06.97

RETIREMENT

The following members of the staff retired from service after successfully

completing their tenure :

1.  Smt. Renuka Ghosh

2 Shri Joseph Tirkey

3 Shri Monotosh Biswas
4. Shri A. M. Dutta

5 Shri D. Biswal

VOLUNTARY RETIREMENT

1 Shri Dulal Chandra Das
2. Shri Kuber Nayak

16

Lib. & Inf. Asstt.
Library Clerk

Asstt. Librarian/A.L.1.O.

Library Clerk
Library Clerk

Assistant

Safaiwala

30.04.97
30.04.97
31.05.97
31.05.97
31.05.97

27.05.97
21.06.97



LIST OF PRICED PUBLICATIONS

1. Author Catalogue of Printed books in European Languages, 1941-1964

Vol. 1 A-B 1941 Rs. 6.12
Vol. 2 C-E 1942 Rs. 6.00
Vol. 3 F-H 1942 Rs. 6.10
Vol. 5 M 1953 Rs. 12.12
Vol. 6 N-P 1954 Rs. 11.12
Vol. . Q-R 1956 Rs. 6.75
Vol. 8 S 1960 Rs. 6.25
Vol. 9 v 1963 Rs. 7.25
Vol. 10. W-Z 1964 Rs. 11.00

2. Subject Index to the Author Catalogue,
First Supplement, 1929 Rs. 3.25

3. Subject Index to the Author Catalogue,
Second Supplement, 1939 Rs. 3.94

4.  Catalogue of Periodicals, Newspapaers & Gazettes, _
Vol. 1, 1956 Rs.  6.00

5. Author Catalogue of printed books in Bengali
language, 2 Volumes

Vol. 3 M-R 1959 Rs. 9.55

Vol. 4 §-Z 1963 Rs. 4.70
6. Catalogue of Sanskrit, Prakrit books, 2 Vols.

Vol. 1 A-G 1951 Rs. 431

Vol. 2 H-Q 1956 Rs. 13.75

T A Asutosh Collection Catalogue,
Vol. 1 (Fine Arts), 1958 Rs. 6.00

B Asutosh collection catalogue of
printed book Vol. II
(Literature American & European), 1963 Rs. 11.88

17



10.

1.
12
13.

14.

16.

17,

18.

19.

20.

A Bibilography of Indology,
Indian Anthropology, Vol. 1, 1960

B Bibilography of Indology, Vol. 2
Indian Botany, Part-1 (A-J), 1961

C Bibilography of Indology, Vol. 2
Indian Botany, Part-II (K-Z), 1965

D  Bibilography of Indology Vol. III,
Bengali Language & Literature,
Part-1 (Early period) 1964

Author Table for Indian Names, 1961

The Sapru Correspondence. A check list
(First series), 1961

Index Translationum Indicarum, 1963
India's National Library, 1961

A Bibliography of Dictionaries and
Encyclopaedias in Indian Languages, 1964

Author Catalogue of Printed Books in European
Languages , Supplement (1951-1961) Vol. I (A)

Subject Catalogue of printed Books in European
Languages, 1951-1961, Vol. 1-A, 1966

Subject Catalogue of printed Books in European
Languages, 1951-1961, Vol. I1IB, 1973

Author Catalogue of printed Books in European
Languages Supplement (1951-1961), Vol. II-B, 1973

Catalogue of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit Books,
Vol. 111, (R-Z), 1973

Author Catalogue of printed Books in European
Languages, Supplement (1951-61), Vol. I1I-C, 1975

Author Catalogue of printed Books in European
Languages, Supplement (1951-61), Vol. IV letter(D-E)

18

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

8.00

8.25

6.00

9.50

13.40
10.00

10.00

4.75

16.50

15.00

13.95

13.50

125.00

12.00

60.00



21;

22.

23.

24,

23:

26.

27.

28.

29,

31.
32.

33.

34,

35;

36.

Author Catalogue of printed Books in European
Languages, Supplement (1951-61), Vol. V (letter (F-G)

Catalogue of printed Books in the Asutosh collection
Vol. 111, History, Geography, Travels & Biography.

Author Catalogue of printed Books in European
Languages, Supplement (1951-61) Vol. VI, (H-I), 1980

Author ‘Catalogue of printed Books in European
Languages, Supplement (1951-61) Vol. VII, (J-L), 1982

Author Catalogue of printed Books in European
Languages Supplement (1951-61) Vol. VIII, (M), 1982

Catalogue of printed Books in the Asutosh Collection
Vol. 1V, Science & Technology, 1983

India's National Library: Systematization and
Modernization, 1987

National Library and Public Libraries in India, 1987

Rabindra Granthasuchi in Bengali Language,
Vol. 1, part-I, 1988

Conservation of Library Materials, 1985
Indological studies & South Asia Bibliography, 1988
Bibligraphical Control in India, 1988

Catalogue of Persian Manuscripts in Buhar
Collection, 1988

J. N. Sarkar's Catalogue of Persian Manuscripts
(Xerox copy) 1988

Catalogue of Sanskrit, Pali & Prakrit Books
Supplement (1947-1980) (A-Z), 1988

Author Catalogue of Printed Books in European
Languages, Supplement, 1951-61, Vol. XI, letter (T-Z)
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Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.
Rs.
Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

35.00
256.00
55.00
56.00
67.00
95.00

210.00
30.00

110.00
78.00
115.00
75.00

Ys.60
Ho-00

40.00
778.00

297.00



37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.
43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

Author Catalogue of Printed Books in Tamil
Languages, Supplement, 1951-61, Letter (S), Vol. (X).

Author Catalogue of Printed Books in Tamil
Language Vol. 1, Letter (A-K), 1990

National Library and Public Library Development
150 Anniversary of the Calcutta Public Library

Author Catalogue of Printed Books in Hindi
Language. Vol. 1, letter (A-B)

Planning Modernisation and Preservation Programme
in South Asian Libraries, 1992

Brochure on National Library, 1992
Glimpses of India through Western Eyes

Author Catalogue of printed Books in English
Languages Vol. 1. Letter A, Suppl. (1962-1980)

Dr. S. R. Ranganathan : A Tribute

A set of post cards with pictures selected
from the National Library Collection

Author Catalogue of Printed Books in English
Language. Suppl. 1962-1980, Vol. II, Letter B, pt. 1

20

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.
Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

165.00

70.00

169.00

180.00

280.00
43.00

45.00

507.00

83.00

40.00
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