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PREFACE

THE FIRST EDITION.

Tue vriary of geographical works is so generally admitted, that it
seems unnecessary to endeavour, by any lengthened statements, to
conciliate the favourable opinion of the reader by dwelling on their
mertts. There are few so incurious as not to wish to learn something
of the state of foreign countries, especially of those with which their
own nation 18 connected, or which have been celebrated in history. The
desire to gratify this landable curiosity has, in all ages, prompted indi-
viduals to visit foreign countries ; and has made the works of voyagers
and fravellers be eagerly sotight after. But the situation of mosb
people precludes the possibility of their leaving their native country ;
while few of those who do travel can survey more than a small part of
the earth’s smrface. Neither is it possible adequately to supply this
want of personal knowledge by resorting to the relations of travellers.
These are frequently contradictory and inconclusive; the statements
In them are usually, also, limited in their application, and are not
always to be depended on ; and, though it were otherwise, the commangd
of many hundred volumes, and the free disposal of one’s time, would
be necessary to enable an individual to acquire, by their means, even a
superficial acquaintance with the different regions of the earth. Hence
the utihity of geographical works, compiled with due care and know-
ledge: they embody the information scattered in the accounts of
travellers, 1n topographical works, and in official returns and other
public and private documents ; sift and distribute it under its proper
heads ; and lay it before the rea,der in a condensed form, disencumbered
from auperﬂumlq or irrelevant matter.

Systematical works, or those in which the various details mth respect,
to the Ph}"ﬂlﬂ&] moral, and pc}htlcal state of a country or district are
arranged 1n their natural order, in a consecutive narrative, are probably”
the best adapted for the use of the student and scientific reader. But
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Vi PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

tion ; and, if properly compiled, the articles in them are not connected
or mixed up with others, but are separately complete, supplying the
inquirer with ipd¢pendent, and, at the same time, precise and well-
authenticated i~formation. Such works seem, from the extreme diver-
sity and interest of the subjects treated of, peculiarly fitted to ¢excite -
curiosity by their variety, to encourage diligence by their facility, and
to reward application by their usefulness.” We need not, therefore,
wonder that they have generally, even when their execution has been
very indifferent, enjoyed a large share of popularity.

It 18 necessary to observe, that we have not attempted to supply tha
reader with a complete Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Die-
tionary. We have proceeded on a principle of selection; and, instead
of noticing unimportant places and objects, have endeavoured to notice
those only that might reasonably be expecled to interest the reader. A
work of this class on any other plan would necessarily extend to many
volumes, and would embrace multitudinous details of no general im-
portance. In illustration of what has now been stated, we may men-
tion that the Grand Dictionnaire Géographique, Historique ef Uritique,
by Bruzen de la Martiniére, which aims at considerable completeness,
occupies no fewer than six huge folio volumes; and, gigantic as this
may seem, it is far surpassed by the German edition of the same work,
which extends to thirteen similar volumes. Though on a compressed
and far more judicious plan, the Dictionnaire Géographique Universel,
Paris, 1823-1833, occupies ten thick octavo volumes. If 1s needless to
Ea,jr that works of this size are quite unsuitable to the great majority of
readers ; and it has been our object, by excluding artficles and state-
ments of little interest, to keep our work within reasonable himits, and
to allow, at the same time, sufficient space for treating the more im-
portant articles at adequate length. It 1s also necessary to bear in
mind, that this being & work intended for the especial use of English-
men, we have dwelt at greatest length on the articles and details we
presumed most likely to interest them. Hence we have appropriated
a much larger space to the description of our Hastern possessions, and
of our colonies in different parts of the world, than they may appear, on
other grounds, properly entitled to. On the same principle, we have
lengthened the accounts of those countries and places with which our
countrymen have the greatest intercourse, or which bave acquired -
colebrity by the historical associations conmected with them, and ha.ve
proportionally shortened the others,

Without neglecting the physical geography of the different countries
and places, we have directed our pmnmp&l attention to what has been
called their political geography,—that is, their industry, institutions,
and the condition of their inhabitants, Ne1ther have we attempted to
" confine ourselves within what might, perhaps, be called the himits of &
strictly geographical and statistical work. Wherever the occasion
seemed to justify it, we have not scrupled te commend and censure, as
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. vii

are necessarily brief, and, unless in the more important articles, are
mostly restricted to an enumeration of leading events. ‘

Our object being to supply a work of easy referewce to the public at
large, we have, in general, given our notices of countgies and places
under the names by which they are commonly known in England.
This plan does not involve any want of scientific precision ; though if
it did, the defect would be much more than compensated by §ts being
better adapted for public use. There are not very many readers who
would think of looking for Leghorn under Livorno, or for Munich
under Minchen; and among the many thousands who might wish to
twequire some information respecting the present state of the Dead Sea,
there are not, perhaps, as many dozens who wonld seek for it under its
Arabic name of Bahr-el-Lout.

It did not enter into our plan systematically to notice countries or
places as they existed in antiquity. But, wherever it was supposed
that such notices would be likely to intcrest the general reader, we
have not hesitated to introduce them. Our object, in fact, was not so
much to compile & dictionary on strictly scientific principles, and that
should be perfectly homogeneous In its parts, as to produce one that
might be relied on, that should omit few articles of importance, and
that ordinary readers should find generally instructive and interesting.

None can be more fully satisfied than we are of the extreme dificulty
of accomplishing even this much. In a work embracing so great a
variety of statements, many of them relating to matters in regard to
which 1t is frequently all but impossible to acquire correct information,
perfect accuracy need not be looked for. But we can honestly say that
we have spared no pains to make our work worthy of the reader’s con-
fidence ; and would fain hope that its errors are not such as sensibly to
detract from its utility. '

J. R. M‘CULLOCH.
Loxpon @ January 1841,






PREFACE

T(

THE REVISED EDITION.

IN this new and revised edition of Mr. M‘CuLLocH’S Dictionaiy, the
changes have been marked which the world has undergone in the lapse
of & quarter of a century. Short as is the time, these changes have
been neither few nor unimportant. Whole kingdoms have disappeared
from the political map of the globe; empires have refixed their bound-
aries, and nations have reformed their existence. In the course of Tess

than a generation of men, an immense network of iron roads has come
to encirele the civilised world; vast navies of commerce have been
launched upon the ocean; and races the most distant have been
brought togﬂthﬁr by the new agents of progress—steam and electricity.
To register all'these marvellous innovations, without altering the
character of the Dictionary, has been the duty of the present editor,

who must plead, in éxtenuation of sing of omission and COMMISSIOoN,
the ladé pa.rﬂgrﬂph of Mr. M*CurrLocH’s preface.

FREDERICK MARTIN.

Loxpox; Junuary 18686,
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AA

A, the name of about forty small rivers in

France, Switzerland, the N etherlands, and the
states of Germany., The wide diffusion of the
name seems to prove that it is derived from the
old Teutonic word signifying stream, or, simply,
water, Besides the forty rivers called Aa, therc
are a dozen more ending in this name. Such are
the Hoopster-Aa, and the Ladberger-Aa, hoth in
Hanover; the Bredevorder-Aa, in Holland ; the
Veile-Aa, in Denmark; and the Arl-Aa and
Scholm-Aa, in Schleswig.

AALBORG, an old town of Denmark, cap.
discese anc. bailiwick, and the principal town in
Jutland, gituated about 17 m. from the sea, on the
5. gide of the channel of the Lymfiord, or great
internal gulf, entering from the Cattegat, near
where it beging to expand into an extensive lake.
Lat. 579 2/ 32" N, long. 90 56" 41" K. Pop. 10,670
n 1860, Aalborg iz the terminal station of the
rallway from Tceensburg to the nrorth of Jutland,
opened in 1865. ‘The town is intersected by two
small rivers, and surrounded by ditches: it’is the
- seat of a hishopric, has a2 gymnasium or college, an
episcopal library with 11,000 vols,, a school of
navigation, and an hospital and twe workhouses,
Exclusive of distilleries and breweries, it has
manufactures of soap,, fish-oil, fire-arms, refined
sugar, leather, and silk, with a econsiderable
amount of shipping and trade; princig‘al eXports
corn, flour, fish, butter, and apirits, ormerly it
was accessible to large vessels; but owing to the
gradual filling up of the channel of the Lymfiord,
it 19 now accessible only to the #maller class of
merchantmen, or” these not drawing more than 9
or 10 feet water, Aalborg means Ecltown; a name
detived from the immense number of cels that are
found in the waters in its vicinity,

AALEN, a town of Wiirtemberg, circ, Jaxt,
cap. hatliwick, formerly a free imperial city, on
the Kocher, 42 m, E. Stutgard, on the railway
from Stuttgard to Nuremberg, Pop. 4,272 in 1861,
The town is surrounded by walls flanked with
high towers; has manufacturesof wonl and cotlon,
and breweries.” There are extensive forests in the
environs, and iron mines,

- AALBMER, a village of Holland, E. side of the
sea of Haarlem, 10 miles SW, Amsterdam, Pop,
2,680 in 18G1, The village is famous for its straw-
berrtes, grown in immense quantities, for cxpor-
tation, |

AALTEN, a village of the Netherlands, (Guel-
derland, 7} miles SSW. Grenlo. Pop. 6,038 in

Vou I,

hy the Aar, whence it derives.

AARGAU

A861. There are linen factories; also tanneries
and oil-mills, |

AAR, ariver of Switzerland, the Most wonsider-
able in that country after the Rhone and Rhine.
Its principal sources are in the glaciers of the'
schreckhorn and Grimsel mountaing in Berne,
near the source of the Rhone. IIaving united its
different arms near Meyringen, it flows thence
through the lakes of Brienz and Thun. Escapin
from the latter, it takes a northerly direction till
it reaches Berne; it then turns W, till having re-
ceived its tributary, the Sdane; it flows NE. by
Aarberg, Soleure, and Aarau, till 1t unites with the
Rhine, opposite to Waldshut, Its most important
tributaries are, on the right, the Emme, Reuss,
and Limmat;. and on the left, the Saane, already
noticed, and the Thiele, Tts course is abhout 170
m. It becomes navigable on enferging from lake
Than, In the upper part of its course it dashes
along with great fory, and is precipitated over
several waterfalls.—Aar also is thg name of two
small rivers in Waldeck, ‘ |

AARATU, a town of Switzerland, cap. cant,
Aargau, on the Aar, 1,140 feet ahove the level of
the sea, 23 m, SE. Basel, on the railway from
Basel to Luccrne.  Pop. 5,094 in 1860. The town
is well built, has a gymnasium, a school of art, 4
seminarium or normal school for the instruction of
library, a society of
manufactures of silk

teachers, a public or cantonal
national Instroction, with

~and cotton, a cannon foundry, and bleach-fields,

A station on the Central Swiss railway, from the
Lake of Constance to the Lake of Geneva, opened in
1862, has done much towards increasing the manu-
fucturing activity, The peace, which terminated
the civil war of 1712, was concluded here,
AARGAU, or ARGOVIA, the 16th of the Swiss
canttons, separated by the Rhine from Baden,
having the canton of Zurich on the I, that of
Lucerne on the 8., and Soleure and Rasel on the
W. Area 502 sq. m. Pop. 194,600 in 1860, being
39¢ persons to the square mile; or, next to Basel
and (reneva, the densest populated canton of the re-
public. The mountains in this canton do not attain
to any very great height, and it possesses a eon-
siderable extent of fertile land. It is traversed
its name, and by
its important tributaries the Reuss and Limmat.
The country is well cultivated, and the produce

~of wheat and other grain exceeds the consumption :

theré are numerous vineyards, with abundance of
garden and orchard fruit, The rearing of cattle
| B



2 - AARFUUS

and sheep is not found to be productive, but they |
are advantageously fattened in the meadows, which
are both extensive and exeellent. Manufactures
have made gréat progress, The princival is that
of cotton, next to it is silk, atid then follow linen,
straw-platting, and the mpanufacture of machinery.
Cottons are still in part woven in the cottages of
the peasants or small labouring farmers. The
canton is distinghished by the attention it has
paid to education, Every district of 120 children

must have at legst one primary and one superior
school, In evef; circle (Bezirk), the populafion
being from 15,000 to 20,000, there are from five to
six secondary schools, Thereis also in the capital
n gymnasium, a school of arts, and a normal
school for the instruction of teachers. The expense
of the schools is defrayed partly by the communes
and partly by the state funds. In the gymna-
aium and school of arts the state provides for the
payment of fourteen professors and their assistants,
About threc-fifths of the population, namely,
104,167, are Protestants, and the rest Roman
Catholics. The public revenue amounted to
2,136, frs., or 85,4404, in the year 1864, About
one-half this sum is derived from state property.
The cantonal contingent to the diet is fixed at
"9.410 men, For an account of the government,
see art. SWITZERLAND, Principal towns Aarau,
Laufenberg, Baden, and Zoflingen.

AARHUUS, a sca-port town of Denmark, cap.
diccese and bailiwick of the same name, on the
¥.. coast of Jutland, lat. 569 9" 35" N, long, 147
14 ¥, Pop. 11,009 in 1861, A railway, opened
in 1864, connects Aarhuus with Aalborg in the
north, and the chief towns of Schleswig-Holstein
in the south. The town is well built, has a large
cathedral founded in 1201, a Jyecuwm, a museumn
of antiquities, and a valuable diocesan library.
Its commeree and industry have increased con-
giderably of late vears, The exports consist prin-
cipally of agricultural produce; with spirits and
beer, the produce of its distilleries and breweries;;
and cloth and gloves, Considerable sums have
recently been expended on the improvement of its
port, which has heen rendered one of the best in

Jutland. Tackets sail regularly between it and
Callundberg, $n the west coast of Zealand,

AARONSBURGII, a small town of the United
Ktated Centre Co., Pennsylvania, 51 miles NW.
Harrishurg, on the railway from Harrisburg to
Pittsburg. . Pop. 1,275 in 1860,

AASZY, the Orontes of Greek geographers,
which see.

AATYIL. A town or village of Syria, In the
Haouran or Great I’laiv, extending 8. from Da-
mascus and E. from the mountains beyond Jordan,
lat. 822 15" N, long. 362 33° E. ‘The inhabitants
consist of Druses (sce Libanus and Syria}, of the
number probably of 200 or 300, Though now in-
significant, the remains of ancient grandeur in its
vicinity prove that Aatyl was once a place of im-
portance. These remains occupy a circuit of a
mile, and in many instances are inhabited by the

present population, W. of the town a perfect arch
of very fine workmanship, with broken pillars and
{riezes, marks the site of a small but clegant
temple. On the 8, another temple, almost entire,’
with a portico of four colnmns and an entrance
beautifully and claborately earved, has been con-
verted into a private residence. Aatyl is 44 m,
(dircet listance) B3E. Damascus, and 48 m. k.
Lake of Tabariz, the Genesareth of the Bible,
ABADEH, a large village of Yersia, prov. Far-
gistan, 115 m. N, Shiraz. Estimated pop. 2,000,
It i= surronnded by walls in a state of deepy 5 and
ix defonded by a large square fort, now containing
the whole population, The ground in the neigh-

-~

ABEEVILLE
bourhood is very fertile, and infersected by nume-
rous watercourses and rivulets, (Ussher, Journey
from London to Persepolis, 1865,)

ABAKANSK, a town of Siberia, gov. Jennis-
geisk, on the Abakan near the Jenissel. Pop. 1,250
in 1858. On mount Jsik, and other places in its
environs, are found some of the most remarkable
of those singular remains of former civilisation
that are met with in many places of Southern
Siberia. ‘They consist principally of tumuli or
tombs, which frequently contain ear-rings, brace-
lets, and other ornaments and utensils of gold,
silver, and copper, with iron stirrups. Near Aba-
kansk are statues of men from 7 to 9 feet high,
and covered with hieroglyvphics, of which unfor-
tunately no explanation has yet been given,

ABANQC or ALBANO, a village of Northern
Ttaly, prov. Padua, 10 m, SW, Padua, Pop. 3,068
in 1861, This village derives its celebrity from
its hot springs and muds. Tt is situated near the
Luganean hills, in a place marked with some low
eminences, whence issue copious springs of water
capable at their source of boiling an egg quite
hard. The waters are partly employved to prepare
and soften mud, partly to sapply the baths, and
partly go to waste, or turn a mill which revolves
amid volumes of smoke., They are supposed to be
efficacious in cases of palsv, rheumatism, and a
variety of complaints. The mud is appiied hot to
the affected part, somewhat after the manuer of
taking a stucco cast; and the baths are regarded
principally as an auxiliary to the * dirty’ appli-
cation, |

These haths were well-known to, and much used
by, the Romans. They were called Patavine
Aquee, the principal source being distinguished
by the name of Aponus fons, whence their modern
name has evidently been derived,

—— Aponus terris ubi fumifer exit.
Luecan, vii. 1. 194,

A branch line of railway places Abano in com-
munication with Venice and Mantua.

ABB, a town of Arabia, in the Dsjebel, or moun-
tain land of Yemen, lat, 132 8" N,, long. 44° 1% k.,
95 m, 8, Sanaa, 73 m. NE. Mocha, and 1id 1.
NW. Aden. Number of houses said to be about
800, which at an average of 6 individuals to each
gives & pop. of nearly 5,600, It is built on the
summit of a monuntain; is surrounded by a strong
and well-built wall; and overlooks a well-watered
(for Arabia) and extremely fertile country, Houses
(as usual in the mountain towns of Yemen) of
stone; streets well paved, which, in this country,
is very uncommon. An agueduct conveys water
from a mountain at a little distanee on the N. to
a large reservoir in front of the principal moscue.

ABBEVILLE, a thriving industrious town, in
the NW. of France, dep. Somme, cap. arronid. on
the navigable river of that name, 25 m. NW,
Amiens, on the railway from Paris to 3oulogne
and Calais. Pop, 20,068 in 1861. The town is
neat and well-built ; is regularly fortified on the
sgstem of Vauban; and has, exclusive of the old

othie church of S§. Vulfran, several public build-
ings worthy of notice and a pnblic library, A
fine cloth manufactery was established here in
1669, by a Dutchman of the name of Van Robais,
under the auspices of Colbert; and Abbeville has
ever sibce continued to be distinguished as one
of the most industrions towns in France, Besides
black cloths of the best quality, with serges and
barracans, there are produced. ealicoes and stock-
ings, sackings, packthread, cordage, and jewellery.
It has also establishments for the spinning of
wool, print works and bleaching works, tannerics,
soap works, a glass work, ant a paper manufac-
tory, The tide rise¢ in the Somme about 7 feet,



ABBIATEGRASSO

and vessels of from 200 to 250 tons come up to
the town. Being situated in the centre of a fruitfy}
country, and communicating by railway with all
the most important towns of France and Belgium,
Abbeville has a considerable commerce,

ABBIATEGRASSO, a'town of Northern Ttaly,
prov. Pavia, on the canal of Bereguarde, 14 m.
WSW, Milan. . Pop. 8,263 in 1861, The town is
fortified; and its position has made it be always
regarded of considerable importance in a military
point of view. :

ABIY'S HEAD (ST.), a promontory on the E.
ceast of Scotland, being the most southerly point
of the Frith of Forth, lat. 55° 54’ 507 N, long,
20 87 21" W,

ABL-TL-AZIM, a village of Persin, at the foot
of the hills in the neighbourhood of Teheran. Near
it stands a lofty tower built of brick, in a very
peculiar form, supposed to have heen erected by
order of the first of the Sassanian kings, in com-
memoration of a great victory over the Parthians,
(Lssher, Journey from Londen to I’ersepolis, p.
GiR,

A%;ELJL ABIL, or ABILA, a town of Syria, in
the Haouran, on the Sheriat-cl-Mandhour (anc.
Hieromux), one of the largest affuents of the
Jordan, lut, 319 47 N, long, 36° 1., Ttz now in
a ruinous and dilapidated state, having probably
not more than from 100 to 150 inbhabitants; but
formerly it was a place of considerable import-
ance, being the capital of and giving its name to
one of the six departments (Abilene) into which
the Romansg divided the country E, of Jordan.
Some broken pillars and overthrown columns
evince its ancient grandeur; but none of its old
buildings remain entire, and it is preserved from
desertion only by its vicinity to the water, which
renders it a desirable residence for the few Arab
families by whom it i3 still vecupied,

ABERBROTHOCK, or ARBROATH, a sca-
port, manufacturing towmn, and parl, bor, of Secot-
land, co. Angus or Forfar, at the mouth of the
Brothock water, on the railway from Dundee to
Aberdecn, Pop. 14,568 in 1841, and 17,598 in 1861.
Arbroath unites with Brechin, Bervie, and Mon-
trose, inreturning a m, to H, of C. Parl, constituenc
boR in [KG4, It has a parish church and two chapels
of case, with churches for Episcopalians, Seceders,
Methodists, and Independents. The other puablic
buililings are the town-house, the trades-hall, the
public schools, and the signal tower, which com-
municates with the Bell-Rock lighthouse distant
about 12 miles. The town has a secure though
small harbour, frequented, in the yvear 1863, by 453
vegsels, of 81,042 tons. The corporation revenue,
in 1%63-4, amounted to 1,500, The town owes
its prosperity to the flax manufacture; nearly
half the population being employed in the spin-
ning, dressing, weaving, and bleaching of coarse
linen goods. Some of the mills are driven Ly the
little rivulet that intersccts the town: but steam
milis are numerous, both in the town und the
vicinity. Here are the mins of an abbey, founded
in honour of Thomas & Beckejt, in 1178, by Wil-
liam the Lion, who, en his death in 1214, was
interred within its precinets. It was destroyed in
1560,

ABERCONWAY, or CONWAY, See CoNwar.

ABERDARE, a par. and large village of Walcs,
co. Glamorgan, The village, in a beautiful valley,
wutered by the Cynon, an affluent of the Taff, is
about 4} m. SW., Merthyr Tydvilon the Taff-Vale
railway.,  Pop, of purish 6,471 in 1811, and 32,299
in 1861, This extracrdinary increase is wholly
te be ascribed to the Increase in the production of
iron and coad, ot wlich by far the larger portion

ot

of the pop, is dependent,  TRroughout the parish,

ABERDEEN 3

immense quantities of coals are raised, not merely
for the use of the iron works, but, also, for ship-
ment at Cardiff. In addition to the par. church
there are various places of worship, inc. chapels
for Baptists, Independents, &c., with National,
Synday, and other schooks. |

ABERDEEN, a maritime co. Scotland, bounded
N. and E. by the German Ocean, 8. by the cos, of
I’erth, Forfuar, and Kincardine, and W. by Banff,
Elgin, and Inverness. Extreme length 86 m. from
N.to 8., and 42 from E. to W Area 1,260,800
acres, or 1,070 sq, m. In the south-western divie
sion, called the district of Mar, are some of the
highest mountains of Scotland. Ren Macdhu, till
lately considered the highest of the British moun-
tains, rises to the height of 4,296 feet above the
level of the see, and several of the other Ymoni-
tains are but little inferior in altitude. About a
fifth part of the surface consists of high moun-
tainous tracts; and these, with hills, extensive
moors, mosses, and waste lands, occupy mearly
two-thirds of the entire country, The arable land
lies principally in the eastern parts, Principal
rivers Dee and Don; and besides these are the
Deveron, Bogie, Ythan, Urie, Ugle, &¢. Lime-
stone abounds in varions places; there are quarrics
of excellent slate; and millstones are found of
good quality, Vast quantities of granite are
shipped at Aberdeen, particularly for Iondon,
where it is used in paving the streets, The moun-—
tains of Braemar contain nambers of coloured
crystals, or caimgorms; and some real topazes
have been met with. The winters, owing to the
great extent of sea coast, are mild; but the sum-
mers are usually short and cold, Agriculture is
prosecuted with much more spirit and success than
might have been supposed. Qats is the principal
crop, about 160,000 acres being sown with that
gramn; barley is also raised; and some, though
only a little, wheat, The culture of turnips and
potatoes isextensively earried on, Several thousand
acres of land in the vicinity of Aberdeen have been,
trenched. The practice is not, however, confined
to that district, and large additions are being con~
stantly made to the arable land., Farm houses
and offices are now, with few excepgions, comfort-
able and commodions. A preater number of cattle
are breil in this than in any other Scotch county :
the native breed is preferred, They have increased
much in size during the last forty years, They
are commenly black, but there are many red or
brindled,  Sheep comparatively few, and of a
mixed breed. There are some large estates; but
property is, notwithstanding, a good deal sub-
divided. Great diversity in the size of farms, It
i3 usual for mechanics to occupy an acre or two.
The woods, which are very extensive, afford shiclter
to the red deer. Average rent of land 8s, 9d. an
acre. The woollen, cotton, and linen manufactures
are carried on to a considerable extent, principally
at Aberdeen, There are considerable fisheries on
the coast and in the rivers, particularly in the Dee,
Principal towns Aberdeen, Peterhead, Hun tly and
Fraserburgh, DParishes 83, Pop. in 1841, 192 3R7,
m 1861, 221,569 ; inhabited houses in 1861, 82,762,
Retiims one member to the House of (‘om-
mans, I'arl. constituency in 1863, 4,210, Valued
rental, 225,6654 Scoteh,  Annaal value of real
property in 1815, 325,218], ste., do. in 1843,
613,968/, stgr., do. in 1864~5, exclusive of ratlways,
620,6751,

ABERDEEN the cap. of the above co., ‘and
the seat of a yniversity, an ancient, distingruished,
and flourtshing royal and parl, bor, and seaport,
situated mostly on rising ground on the N. hank
of the Dee, near its mouth, 94 m. NNE. Edin-
burgh, on the Great North of Scotland railway.
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Pop. in 1821, 44,796 in 1831, 68,019 in 1841,
61,923; and 73,805 in 1861, Aberdedn conststs of
the parishes of East, Greyfriars’, North, 5t. Cle-
ment’s, South, and West ; also part of the parish
of Oll Machar, 12,514, Thére were, in 1861, ac-
cording to the eensus returns, 3,469 inhabited
houses, and 14,224 separate families. Aberdeen
gequired importance at an early period, and made
a conspieuous appearance in many of the stormy
scenes of Seottish history, It received a charter
from William tpe Lion, dated Perth, 1173; and
the journals of the town council have been pre-
served nearly entire since 1398. It i3 indebted to
Tobert Bruce for a eonsiderable portion of its pro-
perty, Having suffered a good deal in the civil
wars during the reign of Charles 1., it continned
in a rearly stationary state till about 175}, when
. it began to increase. It has since been signally
improved, especially during the present century,
by the formation of new streets and squares, which
have superseded most part of its old narrow and
winding thoreughfares. From the S, Aberdeen 18
approached hy three bridges across the Dee: one
of 7 arches of stone, originally erected in 1520-206,
and rebuilt 1719-2:3; a suspension bridge of iron,
opened in 1830 ; and the railway bridge of 8 arches
opened in 183 The roads from the first two
bridges conduct to Union Street, which with Untion
Place and Castle Street, in the same straight line,
form a magnificent strect of abont a mile in length,
the houses all of dressed light-pray granite,  ‘This
gtrect is carried over a deep and partly wooded
ravine by a bridge of a single arch of 132 feet span,
opened in 1804, Among the public buildings may
be specified the assembly rooms, the town-house,
court-house, gaol, and new market; the I, and W,
churches of St, Nicholas, the N, church, and others
of late ercction; St. Andrew’s episeopal church;
the orphan hospital; the barracks, on the castle
hill, formerly the site of a fort ; Gordon’s hospital,
bridewell, the infirmary, medical hall, and Ma-
rischal College, lately rebuilt on an extensive and
elegant plan. - Besides the latter seminary, there
are various public and private academies’ and
schools, among which is the grammar school, es-
tablished hefore 1418, There are numnerous chari-
table establishmentz and endowments, upwards-of
70 Leing under the management of the magistrates,
the net revenue of which amounted in 1843 to
88001, Gordon's hospital supports and educates
150 boys, and has an annual revenue of about
39847 " Here is also an infirmary, with a lanatic
asylam erected at an expense of upwards of
10,0004 ; an institution for deat and dumb persons
a large hospital for girls, and one for the edueation
and support of the blind. The value of real pro-
perty amounted to 179,0724, while the corporition
revenue was § 1,376 in 1863-1,

Aberdeen occupies a distinguished place hoth in
the manufretures and commerce, and in the lite-
rature, of Scotland, During last century, the town
and adjoining country were celcbrated for the ma-
nufacture of knit woollen stockings, of which an
interesting account ix given by Pemnant. (Tour
in Seotland, i. 137, ed. 1790.)  But the introduc-
tion of machinery lias superseded that employment.
There are now, partly in the town and partly in
its immediate vieinity, numercns large factories
for the spinning and weaving of cotton, flax, and
wool, in most of which steam power is employed.
The woollen fabrics comprise carpets, Dlankets,
serges, stockings, and worsted yarns, Iixtensive
iron-works have been established, where steam-
engines, anchers, chain-cables, and spinmng ma-
chinery are produced. Paper of the best quality

*
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ment, Ship-building is earried on to a consider-
able extent, and thére are rope-works, tanneries,

soap and candle works, comb factories, distilieries,

breweries, &c. The principal natural products
exported are catile; salmon, sent to London in
ice: granite, with which the streets of the metro-
polis are mostly paved; eggs, butter, pork, and
corn. The total value of the exports amounted to
91,2361, in 1859 ; 23,062 in 1860 ; 5,619L in 1861 ;
14,1117 in 1862, and 11,8384 in 1863, thus show-
ing enormous fluctuations. The total amount of
customs duty received was 97,2514 1in 1859 ; 93,8531,
in 1860; 92,7151 #n 1861; 92,963L in 1862; and
82,8394, in 1863. The general shipping, in the
year 1863, comprised 148 British vessels, of 23,615
tons, and 147 foreign vessels, of 18,057 tons, which
arrived in the port. Only one steam vessel, 269
tons, was registered in the arrivals, There be-
longed to the port, on the 1st of January, 1864,
7 sailing vessels under 20 tons, of a total burthen
of 248 tons, and 244 sailing vessels above 50 tons,
of a total tonnage of 77,192, There were also d
steamers under 50 tons, of a total tonnage of 863
and 11 steamers above 50, of a total burthen of
3,287 tons, There is a regular communication by
steamers with London, Leith, Peterhead, Inver-
ness, and the Orkneys.

The harbour in the mstuary, at the mouth of
the Dee, labours undey considerable natural disad-
vantages, which, however, have been to a greaf
extent, though not wholly, obviated, Its 1m-
provement began under an act obtained in 1773
and it has been prosecuted at intervals, with more
or less vigour, under that and other acts down to
the present time, The principal object was to fa-
eilitate the access to the harbour, by removing the
bar at the mouth of the river, and deepeming its
channel: and this has been effected pattly by
dredging, and partly by the erection of a pler
aliout 2,000 feet in length, projecting into the sea
on the N, side of the river, by a hreakwater on the
opposite shore, and cther subsidiary works. The
interior of the harbour has been vastly improved.
In it, some years aga, were constfucted a magnifi-
cent wet dock, or floating harbour, the area of
which comprises 34 acres, with locks capable of
admitting the largest steam-ships, The quay
walls and quays are all of granite; the work being
executed in the best and most substantial manner.
4till, however, the harbour is not accessible at all
times of the tide to vessels drawing above 10 fect
water, Bui, as the tide rises from 13 to 15 feet,
vessels drawing 17 fect water may enter the har-
hour at high-water neaps, and those drawing 20
feet, at high-water springs. There are at an ave-
rage 18 'feet water in the floating harbour. The
bay affords safe anchorage with off-shore winds,
but not with those from the F, or NI. A light-
house has heen erected on Girdle Ness, the 5. point
of the bay, having two fixed Jights in cne tower,
the highest being 185, and the lowest 115 feet
above high-water; there is, also; a tidal hght on
the N, pier-head, and two leading lights further
up the harbour on jts 8. side, ‘The affairs relative
to the harbour are managed by a board of com-
missioners, There has in all been expended on
the harbour, since 1810, above half a million
sterling.

In conseguence of this heavy expenditure, and
of the large outlay in opening new streets and.
constructing bridges, the affairs of the borough
became so much invelved as to Tead to its disfran-
chisement, in 1817, Dut, in the end, the corpora-
tion, having been restored, was enabled to meet all

the demands upon it; and for several years 16«
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fore stdted, amounted to 11,3761 in the financial
year 1863-4, '

Previously to the passing of the Reform Act in
1632, Aberdeen was associated with Arbroath,
Brechin, Dervie, and Montrese in returning a
member to the H. of C.; but that act eonferred
thiz important privilege on Aberdeen singly. (ld
Aberdeen and a considerable tract of the surroun-
ting country is included within the parl, bor, The
parl. constituency consisted of 3,827 registered
electors in 1864, The town is governed by a pro-
vost, 4 bailies, and 14 councillors, The municipal
comstituency in 1864 consisted of 2,825 registered
electors. .

Aberdeen ia connected by a canal, 18% m, in
length, with Inverury, and by railway with
Montrose, Perth, Edinburgh, and Inverness, The
canal 13 chiefiy used for the conveyance of heavy
articles, such as granite, to the town, and of cgal,
manure, &c., to the country,

Aberdeen has three large banking companies, the
oldest of which, the Aherdeen Bank, established in
176y, had recently 16 branches, and about 450
partners; butin 1849 it was incorporated with the
Union Bank of Scotland. The other companics,
viz. the Aberdeen Town and County Bank, and
the North of Scotland Banking Company, have
respectively 13 and 82 branches, The latter has
gbhout 15K partners, The Bank of Seotland and
some ¢f the other Seoteh banks have also branches
in Aberdeen, _

A regular pest was established between Aber-
deen and Edinburgh, in 1667, The first printing-
press in the town was set up in 1621 ; and the
first almanacks published in Scotland appeared
here in 1677. It sapports several newspapers, the
oldest of which, the Aberdeen Journal, commenced
in 1748,

ABERDLEEN (OLD), an ancient and ineon-
siderable eity, about #ths m. N. Aberdeen, In
former times it was the scat of a bishoprick, the
see of Mortlach having been removed te it, in
1154, 1t has no trade, and very little property,
its importance depending entirely upon its col-
lege. Pop, about 2000, ine. in the pop. of Aber-
deen. The chicf edifices are King’s College, the
cathedral, and the bridges across the Don. The
buiktings of King's Cellege have an antique ap-
pearance, and are of different periods, but in good
repair, The library and chapel are attached to s
lofty square tower, surmounted by an imperial
crown ¢f open stone work, The cathedral of St,
Machar, or Macarius, after whom the parish is
naml, 1s an ancient (zothic edifice, chiefly of
granite, commenced in the 14th century: the choir,
transept, and great central tower were demolished
or fell down upwards of & century ago; the nave
remaing, and is used as the parish church; at the
west end are two finely proportioned stone spires;
the roof of the interior is also a curious relic, Near
itz mouth the Don forins a haven, which, however,
admits only vessels of a few tons’ burden., An an-
cient bridge, conzisting of a {zothic arch, 70 feet
in span, crosses a rocky and woody ravine in which

'the river flows. Lower down is a new bridge of 5
arches, opencd 1 1830, :

{niversity—Aberdeen has a university, with
two colleges. There were formerly two universities,
but they were Incorporated into one by the Scottish
University Act of 1858, Of the two colleges, the
most ancient is that of Old Aberdeen, founded by
Bishop Iilphinston m 1494, under a bull of Pope
Alexander V1, of which Hector Lloethius was first
principal, It early reccived the name of King's
College, instead of that of the Virgin Mary, to

whom 1+ was avirrinally dedieatod
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rischal College, from its founder George Keith,
Earl Marischal, The university has now 21 pro-
fessors and above 600 students. There are 8
scholarships of 654 euch, and about 200 bursaries
of from 5L to 304 efich. Although their bursaries
are numercus, their otheg revenues are but limited,
King’s College was formerly entitled to copies of
all works entered at Stationers’ Hall; but in 1836,
1t relinquished this privilege for an annual pay-
ment of 2424 145, Marischal Colleze has a mu-
seum, an observatory, and an exgensive apparatus
for teaching natural hilnsnpi;f The excellent
education given in These seminaries has been
highly useful in disseminating knowledge over the
N. of Beotland; partienlarly in improving the
character of the parochial schoolmasters, most
part of whom, having been at college, are superior
te the generality of their brethren in the sonthern,
parts of the country. The number of bursaries,
whicll are mostly disposed of by comparative trial,
is an inducement to attend. But independent of
this circumstance, the cost of edneation is moderate
in the extreme. The usual fee entitling to attend
one of the literary classes is only from 21 to 37,
and the total annual fees paid by a student, not a
barsar, going through the regular curriculum, or
course of study prescribed by the fuculty of arts,
do not exceed 62, or 71 a year, during each of the
1 years to whicl it is limited. Respectable board
may be had for from 234, to 351, during the session,
which commences on the last Monday of October,
and ends in the beginning of Aprik Many emi-
nent men have been professors in these colleges;
among whom may be mentioned Reid, the anthor
of the Inquiry into the Human Mind; Fordyce,
author of a Treatise on Moral Philosophy ; Gerard,
author of an Iissay on Taste; Campbell, author of
the Philesophy of Rhetoric; and Blackwell, author
of the Life of Homer.

ABERFOYLE, in Scotland, a parish, and a
celebrated pass or narrow valley leading juto the
Highlands, in the district of Monteith, in the SW,
part of Perthshire, Pop, 565 in 1861, The vil-
lage or clachan of Aberfoyle in fhis pass is the
scene of some of the most interesting adventures
in the novel of Rob Roy, »

ABERGAVENNY, a town of England, co.
Monmouth, at the confluence of the Gavenny with
the Usk, 14 m. SW, Monmouth, 120 m, W, by N,
London, on a branch line of the Great Western
rail.  Lop. 4,621 in 1861, The town is built in a
strageling manmer; has a fine bridge of 15 arches
over the Usk, and some hranches of woollen manu-
facture, There are very extensive iron works in
the vicinity, On an eminence, near the S, end of
the town, are the ruins of its ancient castle,

ABERGELEY, a sea-port and m. town of
Wales, co, Denbigh, hund. Isdulas, on the railway
from Chester to Holyhead. Pop. 3,308 in 1861,
The town has been considerably resorted to of late
years for bathing.

ABERNETHY, a parish of Scotland, partly in
Fife and partly in Perthshire., It was once the
seat of an archiepiscopal see, removed to St.
Andrew’s in the ninth century. All thatmow re-
mains of its ancient structures is a round tower 75
feet high, and 16 in diameter, The modern vil-
lage of Abernethy is small, and the houses mean,
Pop. of village 984, and of parish 1,960, in 1861,

ABEREYSTWITH, a sea-port town of Wales,
co, Cardigan, at the mouth of the Ystwith, over
which iz a neat bridge, 178 m, WNW. London.
Pop. 9,641 in 1861, It stands on an emincnce
overlooking the bay: and the streets, though well

aved and Macadamised, are steep and uneven.
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poel; but owing to the shallowness of the water,
it is accessible only to small vessels. As there is
no market town within 18 m. it has the supply of
a considerable adjacent territory, Latterly it has
been extensively resorted to®in summer for sea-
bathing, 1’ublie rooms grere openesd for the ae-
commodation of visitors in 182{), and a new theatre
in 1833. 1t seems to have been once strongly
fortified. Its castle, of which some vestiges still
exizt, was rebuilt by Ldward 1. n 1277, A con-
siderable extent gf fen Jand to the N, of the town
has recently beeri recovered from the sea,

ABERYSTWITH, a pard®hial chapelry, hund,
Abergavenny, co. Mommouth, celebrated for its
collieries and iron works, which have greatly in-
creased during the last half a century. I’op. 5,061
in 1861,

ABIATD (BAHR EL). See NiLE,

ABINGDON, an ancient town of Knglant, eo.
Berks, at the confluence of the Ock with the Tsie,
and at the junetion of the DBerkshire canal with
the latter, 554 m, WNW, London on the Great
Western railway. Pop, 5,680 in 1861, The town
has several well-paved strects terminating in a
spacions market-place, having a market-house in
the centre, It has two charches, with places of
worship for Dissenters, a well-endowed grammar
school, and sundry almshouses and charitable en-
dowments. 1t has a considerable corn market:
some trade is carried on in malting and hemp-
dressing. Tt returns one m. to the I of Commons,
‘The parl, constituency consisted of 317 registered
electors 1n 1864. Amount assessed o property-
tax 20,4257, This was formerly a scot-and-lot
borough; every inhabitant assessed to the poor
rates cxercising the clective franchise. UOf these
scot-anit-lot voters only four remained in 1864,

ABQ), the ancient capital of Finland, ncar the
extremity of the promontory formed by the pulfs
of Bothnia and Finland, on the river Aurgjoeki, by
which it is interzectod, lat, 60° 26" 58" N,, long.
220 § 7' 157 1. It was the reat of a university,
and has a considerable trade. But in 1827 1t
suffercd severely from a fire, which destroyed the
university and above 700 private honses. The
university has heen gince removed to Helsingtors,
now the capital of the province. Previously to
the fire the town contained abort 13,000 inhalb-
itants; the population then decreased, but had
risen again to 16,870 in 1858, The town has a
gymnastum, a bank, and some unimportant manu-
fuctures, A treaty was concluded here 1 1743
between Russia and Sweden,

ABOMEY, cap. of the kingdom of Dahomey, in
Africa, nearly 100 m. N, from the sea, lat, 79 30/
N., Iong, 22 17 E. DPop. said to be 24,000,

ABOUKIR, a village of Egvpt, with a citadel,
on a premontory, about 10 m, NI. of Alexandria,
heing suppesed by some to oceupy the site of the
ancient Canopus, lat, 31° 1% 44" N, long, 30°
7' 16" K, '

ABOUKIR BAY, on the north coast of Egvpt,
formed on the west side by the point of land on
which Aboukir is situated, and on the east by
that which lies at the mouth of the Rosctta branch
of the Nile, Iere, on the st of August, 1798,

. —arma e

was fought the famous battle of the Nile, when
the Freneh fleet that had eonveyed Napeleon to !
Egypt was totally defeated by the Bntish ﬂ-:zet.i
under Lord Nelson: and here also, on the 7th of |
March, 1801, the LEnglish army, nader Sir Ralph |
Abercromliy, cffected its disembarkation, |
ABOUSAMULUL., BSee I'saMpur.

ABRUZZO

and Tagus, Pop. 6,020 in 1858, The position of
the town adapts it admirably for a military sta-
tion; and Sir A. Wellesley availed himself of its
local advantages by registing there the progress of
e French in 1809. (See Napier, 1. 817, &c.)
t is about 4 m. from the right bank of the Tagus
and 72 m. above Lisbon, The hill-side on which
the town 1s built, as well as the hlls abont, bear
vines, olive, peach, and other fruit trees, svhile the
plain eastward produces purnpkins, water-melons,
and other vegetables: all these products are car-
ried ,down the river in barges to the capital, with
which this town has very considerable traffic,
The trade, now occupying above 10 barges, would
be much increased if the navigation were improved,
A few small craft go 24 m, higher, as far as ¥illa-
bella; but the stream is rapid, and the bed much
impeded with sand and recks. The church of San
Vincente is the largest and finest in Portugal.

ABRUZZO, an extensive territory of ltaly,
forming the NE. portion of the former Neapolitan
dominiens, between 41° 50" and 42° 55" N. lat,
While Naples-existed as & separate lungdom the
territory was divided into the provs. of Abruzzo
Ultra I, Abruzzo Citra, and Abruzzoe Ultra II,,
but these names were abolished at the formation:
of the kingdom of Italy, and its reconstruction
into 59 provinees, The new administrative divi-
sions of the Abruzzo, are called, after the names
of the chicf towns, Aquila, Chietl, and Teramo.
Aquila has a population, according to the census
of 1862, of 339,555, Chieti of 337,364, and Teramo
of 240,035, so that the total pop. of the Abruzzo
numbers 917,954 inhabitants, An enumeration of
the year 1831, stated the pop. at 785,931, whicly,,
considering the nature of the country, shows a
remarkable increase. -

The country presents every variety of soil and
surfuce: but the greater part is mountainous, rug-
red, and occupied by cxtensive forests, It is tra-
versed thronghout its whole extent by the Apen-
nines, and has some of their highest summits,
Monte Corno, surnamed I Gran Sasso, <or the
Great Rock, rises to the height of 9,527 feet above
the level of the sea, Monte Majella to” ghoud 8,500,
and Monte Vellino to 8,397, 1t is watered by
many rivers, most of which fall into the Adria-
tic; and in Abruzzo Ultra 11, is the gelebrated
Lago Celano, the Lacus Fucinus of the ancients
(see CrLANO, LAkE oF). The climate differs with
the elevation of the soil; but though very cold on
the mountains, and comparatively hot in the low
grounds, it is, speaking generally, temperatg, and
healthy. Along the Adnatié, and in the valleys
and plains, the soil is very productive; and large
quantities of corn, oil, wine, silk, liquorice, and
almonds, are produced. Safifron used to be very.,
extensively cultivated in the valley of Aqula,
but the quantity raised i3 now very much restric-
tedd, The inhabitants of the mountainous districts
are principally engaged in the rearing of sheep and
cattle, The upper regionz and recesses of the
mountains arc depasturd®t in the snmmer season
by vast flocks of sheep, brought from the Capitan-
ata and other level provinces more to the &,
Their migrations are regulated by law, and are
similar to those that take place in Spain and in
the SL, depts. of France., The inhabitants are
stout, well-made, healthy, and industrious. The
cceupiers and labourers, who form the vast major-
ity of the population, are mostly poor, living in

miserable dirty huts, feeding principally on Indian
corn, and drnking a poor wine,

Many thousands

ABRANTES, a fortified town of Portugal, prov, | of the peasants emigrate every antumn to seek for
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foreign trade would be much more extensive than
it is, were 1t not that the entire eoast is without
a single good port. Prineipal towns Chieti, Aquila,
Teramo, Sulmona, and Avezzano.

ABU-ARISCH, =& petty state in the SW, of
Arabia, on the borders of the Red Sea, betweeh
15° 50" and 17° 40’ N. lat., and 41° 30’ and 45° L.,
long., conmsting of the narrow slip of low land
which hies between the coast and the mountain
district of Haschid-u-Bekel. On the N, it is sepa-
rated from &Y-Hedjuzr by a emall distriet inhabited
by* wandering tribes of peculiay manners; and on
the 8. it borders upon the state of Loheia.” Tis
extreme length is about 130 m., and its greatest
width from 70 to 80 m, It forms part of the
Tehama or low lands of Femen, being
whoelly a sandy plain (sec AranIa), extremelv
hot and dry, destltute of permangtit water courses,
and prescrved from utter sterility only by the
abundant raing in the neighbouring mountains,
which periodically inundate its otherwise water-
less soll, Its principal products are dhourah or
barley, which forms the principal food of the
m]mlutants and a peculiar and bighly esteemed
breed of asses,

Arv-Arsci, a town of Arahia, cap. of the
above statﬂ, and the residence of the sherift, lat.
169 40" N, long. 420 20° 15, It occupies the
centre of thL principality, being midway between
the Reil dea and the mountains, and between its
N. and 8. boundaries. It is walled: population
estimated at from 4,000 to 5,08, 1t seems pro-
bahle that Ahu-ﬂﬂsch which at present is 24 m,
from the sea, was fnrmer]v much nearer to it, if,
indeed, it were not onee w hat GGheran now 1%, the
port of this part of Arabia. This is rendered pro-
bublcas well from the appearance ofthe surroundingr
country as from the well-known fact mentioned
by Niebuhr, that the coast here is constantly and
rapidly gaining on the water, (Nichulir, Des. de
PAr. par. il p. 232; Vov. en Ar. ii. 89.)

ABUTIGE, a considerable town of Upper
.Eg} pt, on the site of the ancient Abotis, lat, 279

2° N, long, 31° 23" E. 1t is the seat of a Coptic
bishop, and is celebrated for its epium.

ABYDOS, an ancient city, founded by
Thracians, and subsequently vccupied by a culﬂny
of Milesians, on the Asiatic side of the Heltespont,
where it is narrowest, bearing nearly 8. from
Sestos on the It‘.urnpean side of the strait, It had
a commedious harbour, and was strongly forti-
fied. It was here that Xerxes constructed the
bridge of boats by which he conveyed his il}l-fated
host across the Hellespont; and it is distinguished
in ancient histery for the desperate resistance
maide by its inhabitants to Philip of Macedun,
who, however, partly by force and partly by
treachery, succeeded in taking it. But Ab dos,
and also bestus, are mainky ﬂlldLhtcd for thEII‘ 1m-
perishable celcbrity to the story of the loves of
Hero and Leander, and the melancholy fate of the
latter, . Abydos mayni guondam amoris commercio
insignis est. {Amm. Murcellinus, Iib. i, 5. 19) It
was destroved by the Turks; and the fuct that
the materials were carried 3 m. 8. to assist in
building the Sultunie Aaless:, or old castle nf Asia,
the strongest fort on the Dardanelles, and its con-
tiguous town, accounts for few rning heing found
at Abydos. The modern fort of Nagara occupics
its site,

ABYSSINIA, or Habesch, an extensive coun-
try of Eastern Afrita, of which the boundaries are
not well defined, but which may be regarded as
occupy ingr the spuce included between 9° and §5°
40 N, Jat, and 36° E, long, and the lled Sea;
having E. the laiter, N. benaar and Nubia, and

almost | jop
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and other barbarous and nearly unknown coun-
tries, It is suppﬂseﬂ to include in all above
300,000 Eng. sq. m

I\aﬂw.—ﬁhyhamm was Included in the Ethiopia
(from ai8inp, a man burnt by the sun, or of a dark
colour) of the apecients. ‘The name Abyssina,
or more properly Ilab%ssina, from the Arabic
Habesch, signifying a1 mixturc or eonfusion, has
beent given to the country by the Arabic and Por-
tuguese geographers, and indicates the supposed
Arabic origin of the people, snd their subsequent

intermixture with the Africans,®The Abyssinians

do not use this name ; gnd either assume that of
the provinces in "ﬁfhmh they live, or eall them-
selves Itjoprans, and their country Manghesta It- -
w2, or kingdom of Ethiopia, a name given it by
the (zreeks during their ascendancy at Axum, °

Fuce of the Country.—Abyssinig presents great
inegaalities of surface, 1t consists principally of a,
s¢rics of plateaus, intersected and separated by
mountain ridges, Ritter elasses the plateans un- -
der three great divisions, Setting out from the
coast of the Red Sea, and traversing the low arid
rround by which it is hordered, and ascending the
heights or mountains of Taranta, we arrive at the
first platean, or country of the Baharnegash, lying
between the Taranta onthe E, and the river Mareb
en the W, DPassing through the Baharnegash,
and making another ascent, we arrive at the great
platean of Tigre, between the Mareb on the E.
and the Tacazze on the W.; but including to the
south the mountain regions of Enderta, Wojjerat,
Lasta, &¢. The last-mentioned country contains
the sources of the Tacazze, one of the principal
atuents of the Nile, The towns of Adowah and
the ancient Axum (see the names), are situated
in the middle of the plateau of Tigré, Antalow
Hes more to the south, in the province of Enderta.
The mountains of Samen, on the W, side of the
plateau of Tigré, arc the highest in Abyssinia, and
form, with those of Lamalmoen and Lasta, a great
but not continnons chain, running N E. ar.u:l SW.,
and separating the high lands of Tigre, from the
still more elevated platean or alpine country.of
the Habesch or Ambhara, inclading -the provinces
or countries of Dembea, Gojam, Damot, &c, This
region, the highest in Abyvssinia, and the nacleus
and centre, as 1t were, of the old empire, contains .
the sources of the Bahr-el-Azrek, or eastern arm
of the Nile, and the great lake of T zana or Dembea,
It has a mean elevation of about 8,000 feet, and is
fenced and intersected by mountaih ridges, of which
those of Gné am, from their containing the sources
of the L, Nile, are the most eclebrated. Gondar,
the capital of Amhara, and formerly the residence
of the Negus or emperor of Abyssinia, lies a little
to the N. of the lake. From this plateau the
country shelves down on the W, to the barbarous
and unknown regions already alluded to,

The provinces of Efat and Shoea, which now
form, with their dependent territories, the most
powerful of the Abyssinian states, He to the SE.
and B. of Amhara, 'The first is very clevated,
part of its waters flowing . westward to the Nile,
and part castward to the ITawash, Its chief town
is Ankober.  The provinee of Shoa, lying along
the southern side of the Nile, i3 comparatively
low, and iz renowned for its magmfment pastures
and fruitful valleys. It has several towns and
sie celebrated monasteries, Salt iz inclined to
think that the Ethicpic language and literature,
and the an®ent manners of the Abyssinians, are
preserved in a purer state in these provinees than
in any of the others; but they are very imper-
feetly known,

I hcl usive of the zlbnTE, there i3 a vast and but
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between Efat and Lasta, and the Red Sea and the
sea of Bab-el-mandeb, It is almost entirely occu-
Eied by tribes of (7allas, some of them the most

rutified of any to be found in Abyssinia. The
country of Nana, at the sourccs of the Maleg, SW.,
from the prov. of Damot, is one of the most ele-
vated of the African platdiius,  Its inhabitants are
gaid to be nearly as white as the Spaniards and
Neapolitans,

On the SE. of Tigrd, between it and the low
coutitry or provinee of the Dankali, lying along
the Red Sea, and™between the fourtcenth and fif-
teenth degrees of Iatitudd, is an extensive salt
plain, having, in most parts, the appearance of
ice covered with partially thawed snow, The salt
is perfectly pure and hard for about two feet decp;
but that lying beneath is coarser and softer till
purified by exposure to the air. 1t is cut into
pieces with & hatchet; and not only serves to

season and preserve food, but even circulates as |

money, The salt is carried off by caravans, or
companies, consisting of from 300 to 600 beasts of
burden, and its digging is not unaccompanied by
danger, from the attacks of the savage (zalla,

Mountains.—Those of Abyssinia have mot in
general been accurately measured. They were
represented by the early Portuguese travellers and
the Jesuits as being of such vast height that, com-
pared with them, the Alps and P’yrenees were
mere hillocks! ut these exaggerated represen-
tations have been since reduced to their proper
value. The highest summits of the Samen, how-
ever,. approach closely to the line of perpetual
conirelation, so that their elevation may be fairly
estinatod at from 12000 to 13,0000 feet. The
Abba Jared is 15,004l and 13as Detschen 15,9%6
feet high. The mountains of Gojam are of very
inferior altitude, and arc ecultivated to the sum-
mits, (renerally the Abyssinian mountains have
a peculiarly abrupt and precipitous appearance,
Sometimes they form what are called ambas or
hill forts, eonsisting of steep, rocky, and all but
ingccessible sides, having on the summit a level
surface covered with trees and verdure, The most
celebrated of these hill forts is that of Ambu
Geshm, fornferly gsed as a place of confinement
for the princes of Abyasinia.

Rivers.—Of these the Bahr-el-Azrek, Blue River,
or eastern branch of the Nile, iz by far the most
famous, It rises from two mountains near (zeesh
in Gojam, heing, according to Bruce, in lat, 10°
59" 25" N long, 369 55 30" E,, and at an eleva-
tion of 10,000 feet above the level of the sea. Its
course 18 thence N. to the lake llembea, a large
sheet of water, which recetves many other streams;
 but the Nile is said to preserve its waters with
but little intermixture with those of the lake,
across which its current is always visible. IEs-
caping from this lake, it sweeps in a southerly
direction round the E. frontier of the provinces of
Gojam and Damot, till, between the ninth and
tenth degree lat. it takes a NW. direction, which
it preserves till, at Halfaia, near the sixteenth

degree lat., it unites with its other and more im- |

jortant branch, the Bahr-el-Abiad, or White
iver, flowing from the SW. {(see NivLg). The
next most imgportant stream is the Tacazze, whose
source has been already noticed. It drains the
moungains of Samen and Tigrd; and pursuing a
pretiy direct NNW. course through Senaar, falls
into. the Nile neay the eirrhteenth degree lat, The
Mareb, which rises in the heights of Faranta, runs
nearly parallel to the Taeazze, 1In the dry season
it loses itseif in the sand; Lut Bruce says that in

the rainy season it continues its course tiH it
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the latter is swallowed up in the sands before
meeting it, Exclusive of the great lake of Dembea
or Tzano, already referred te, which is 50 miles
long, 30 gniles broad, and 6120 feet above the zea
level, the lake of Ashangee, on the K. side of the
Samen, is also of very considerable size,

Mineralogy~—~This is very imperfectly known,
though geologically presenting some remarkable
features, Granite and schistus or slate have been
extensively observed; and it is probable that these
primitive rocks occupy a large portion of the prin-
cipal chains, In Tigre, the strata are chiefly ver-
tical; but in the mountains of Samen they incline
more to a horizontal position, Kxtinet volcanoes,
hot springg, deposits of sulphur, rock salt, and
malachite have also been found; as also gneiss,
antimony, iron, gold, and silver, Allnsion has
already heen, made to the extensive salt plain E.
of Tigré,

Climate.~This necessarily differs with the. ele~
vation of the country, the direction of the moun-
tains, &e¢. In the deep valleys and low grounds
(kollas) the heats are frequently excessive; and
this, combined with excess of moisture, renders
them unhealthy. But the climate of the plateaus
is extremely fine, particularly that of Ambhara,
which 1s said te enjoy a perpetual spring, ver efer-
nrum. The Portuguese found it quite as temperate
as that of their own country. Acecording to Lu-
delph, the natives often attain, in that happy eli-
mate, to the age of 1} years and upwards! The
climate of Tigré is not gquite so mild; but there,
also, the great extent of pasturage and of verdant
plains shows that the country is not visited by the
extreme of heat, The plateau of the Baharnegash
is the hottest. In Matrch, Mr, Salt found its air
hot and dry, and the beds of the rivers without
water. The year is sometimes divided inte four,
but more properly into three, seasons, Winter
(krami) is the season of rain, which always falls
in great guantities, and often, with much violence,
rendering rivers and even brooks guite impassable.
1t begins on the coast at the latter end of October,
and in the interior about the end of February, the
river Tacazze being swollen from April to Sep-
tember; the rest of the year consisting of summer

{hagat) or the season of heat and drought; and a
short period of harvest {¢zadat.)

Races— Population—The inhabitants of Abys-
sinia eomprise a variety of tribes, They all, how-
ever, closely resemble each other in their physical
character and nianners; and, in respect of bodily
conformation, are entirely distinct both from the
Negroes and the Arabians, They belong to what
has been called the Ethiopic variety of the human
race ; and their most prominent characteristics will
be found deseribed in the article AFrIcA, to which
the reader is referred. Of the different tribes, the
principal are the Tigrani, or intiabitants of Tigré;
the Ambharans, or- inhabitants of Amhara: the
Agows, inhabiting the province of Damot; the
Efats, occupying the southern banks of the Nile;
the Gongas and Enareans, still further S.; and the
Falashas, occupying the mountains of Samen, &e,,
who profess Judaism, and pretend, though it is be-
lieved on no very good grounds, to deduce their
origin from Palestine, These tribes are easily dis-
tingunished by their language; but it is not clear
whether their idioms be really distinet languages,
or, which is most probable, only dialectic varieties
of a much smaller number of mother-tongues.
(Prichard on Man, vol. ii, p. 136, 3rd ed.)

The (GGalla, or savage tribes by which large por-
tions of Abvssinia have been overrun, are said to

have made their first appearance on the southern
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nent. They have a brown complexion, with long
black hair; and their tribes are all independent
of, and often at war with, each other, Most of
them have adopted the Mahommedan fgith, and
have partially conformed to the manners of the
Abyssinians., They are still, however, distin-
guished by their greater ferocity.

No means exist by which to form any probable
estimate of the number of people in Abyssinia.
Mr. Salt could’ obtain no aceurate information on
the subjeet. If the country were tranguil, it could
hardly fail, owing to the fruitfulness of the soil
and the general healthiness of the climate, to be
exceedingly populous; but the anarchy and civil
war in which it is censtantly involved more than
neutralise these advantages, and keep the popula-
tion far below its natural level, Its total amount
is estimated at 4,500,000, .

Language.—The (Fheez, or Ethiopid, a language
akin to the Arabic and Hebrew, was the language
of Axum, and of the subjects of the Axumite sove-
reign, at the era of their conversion to Christignity
in the 4th century. It is'now extant only as a
dea¢ language, consecrated to literature and reli-
gious uses. ‘The Amharic, or modern Abyssinian,
is not a dialect of the Gheez, though it has adopted
from it a great number of words, but a totally dis-
tinet language, 1t is probably an ancient African
langnage, and the original idiom of the inhahi-
tants of the zouth-eastern provinces of Abyssinia,
Asregards literature and learningr, the Abyssinians
are at the lowest ebh. Their clergy are ignorant,
and have no taste for learning, Mr, Gohat thinks
that in the country where Amharic is spoken
about 1-5th part of the male population ean read
a little, and in Tigré about 1-12th part.

Productions.—The country is very fertile, and
has a vast variety of products; among which are
wheat, barley, nillet, and other grain., On the
high grounds wheat is raised in considerable quan-
tities ; but in the low grounds the heat is too strong
for it, Barley (diourra) is raised jn large quan-
tities; but the prineipal dependence of the country
is on the teff (Poa Abyssinica), which grows on
every soil, exeept the very lowest, and affords the
bread in general use, rl?lrle plant iz herbaceous,
From a number of weak leaves rises a stalk ahout
28 inches in length, and not much thicker than
that of a earnation, Out of the top spring a
number of branches, which contain the seed or
fruit inclosed in a species of capsula, The grains
are not larger than the head of the smallest pin,

et 80 numerous as to constitute on the wholc a

ulky crop. But the lowest grounds (kolla) are
unfit even for the production of teff; and on these
is raised a species of corn called tocousso, which
;yields a black bread, the food of the lowest classes,
I'here are at least two harvests in the year; and
in the same place may at once be seen in progress
the operations of ploughing and reaping, with corn
in every different e of advancement. Among
the other vegetable products are cotton, of which
clothes are usually made; coffee, which grrows wild
on the western mountains; senna, myrrh, and
other medicinal plants. ‘The stalk of the ensete, a
species of palm, the banana of Abyssinia, is said,
when stripped of its green covering, to be the very
best of all vegetable food. It is found in great
abundance. Various species of figs, some of them
of a very large size, as the Ficus sycamorus, are
also very plentiful. Citrons, oranges, and sugar-
eanes are met with in the low grounds, but not on
the elevated plateaus, Dates and vines are met
with, but necither are supposed to be indigenous,
Both are believed to have been imported and cul-

F L D . S .

side of lake Dembes, where it produces magnifi-
cent grapes. The Alyssinians do neot use wine
except for the communion table. Tellez says ex-
pressly, that in his time the vine was unknown in
Abyssinia. The papyrus, so celebrated for its fur-
nishing the principal spgcies of paper used by the
ancients, is abundant in the lakes and rivers; and
Bruce contends that it was thence transplanted to
Egypt.

The domestic animals of Abyssinia do not differ
materially from those of Kurgpe, The horses,
which are the principal wealth 0f the inhabitants
of the plateaus, are strong and active, They are
used in war and the chase, mules and asses being
used principally as beasts of dranght and burden,
The number of mules brought from the interior
annually is about 1200. (xen are very abundant.
The most remarkable species is a native of the low
grounds, and has horns of an enormous magnitude, -
Mr. Salt having seen one 4 feet long, and 21
inches round at the base, It is called the Galla
¢X, from its having been brought to Tigré by the
Galla. Of the wild animals, the most numerous
and characteristic s the hy®na, called here the
dubbah, exceedingly fierce and untameable, In
most. parts of the country they are found in vast
numbers, place travellers in continual danger, and
cven cnter houses. They are not naturally gre-
garious, velt sometimes assemble in vast troops,
attracted by some common objeet, particularly the
scent of dead bodies, which, according to the bar-
barous custom of the country, are often left un-
buried, Bruce contradicts the cormmon report of
their digging into sepulchres, The elephant and
rhinoceros are numerons in the low grounds, and
in places full of moisture. They are hunted by
the Shangalla, who use their teeth as an article of
commerce, and feed upon their flesh. It is a mis-
take to suppose that any of them have ever heen
tamed in this country, or, indeed, in any part of
Africa, There 18 a species of rhinoceros with two
herns, found only in a few districts. Its horns
have no connection with the bone; its skin, which
has no folds, is used for shields: the haorns for
handles for swords, and also as a liping to drink-
ing vessels. The antelope species, which is very
numerous, 1s seldom found in the cultivated dis-
tricts, but chiefly appears on broken ground neaf
the rivers, The buffalo, domesticated in Egypt
and elsewhere, is here one of the most ferocious of
animals; he Jodges himself in deep and Buliry
valleys, under the shade of the talleft and

‘near the largest and clearest rivers. The hippopo-

tamus, called gomari by the natives, is abundant
in the lake of Dembea: but Ludolf affirms that
this lake contains no crocodiles. They are both,
however, found in the deep pools of the Nile, Ta-
cazze, and other rivers, The crocodiles in the
latter are of an enormous size, of a greenish colour,
and are more dreaded by the natives than the hip-
popotamug, The torpedo is found in the rivers
and lakes, The lion is found only occasionally.
There are several species of leopard, The zebra
is frequent in the southern provinces, where its
mane adorns the collars of the war horses, To the
list of wild animals may be added the wolf, the
lynx, the quagga, the monkey, the jackal, several
species of wild cat, many varieties of the antelope,
two kinds of hares, &c, A small animal, the jerhoa,
about the size of a rat, burrows in the fields, both
here and in Barbary,

The feathered ereation in Abyssinia bears more
than its usual proportion to the other species,
Mr., Parkyns, who lived several years in the coun-~
try, states that e collected 300 varieties. The vast
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afford them an abundant supply of food, The
~ nisser, or golden eagle, perhaps the largest bird of
the old continent, and a beautiful species called
the black eagle, are particularly noticed by Bruce,
To these Salt adds a new species called goodie-

ie, the size of the common falcon. According
to Mr, Parkyns, there aré several varieties of the
vulture, and about twenty-four sorts of hawls and
falcons. - Storks, partridges, snipes, pigeons, aud
swallows, occur in great number and variety, as
well as plovers, grouse, guinea-fowl, tlorican, greeae,
"ducks, horn-bills, fhe cuckoo, parrots, woedpeckers,
thrushes, larks, crows, &e¢, ‘The ostrich and the
bustard are found te the north of Abysginia and in
the wilder districts of the country.

- Reptiles of all sorts abound in the hot distriets
of the Tigré, and of the smaller lizards there are
an innumerable guantity.

- Among insects the most numerous and useful
are bees,

portant article of fvod, Several provinees used to
pay a large proportion of their tribute in this
article. The honey assumes different appearances,
sometimes black, sometimes blood-red, according
to the plant o which the inscct feeds. Of a very
different character ig the locust, which commits
- here ravages quite as terrible as in the other coun-
tries of Northern Alrica,

Government— Political Divisions~The former
government of Abyssinia, or that which existed
in it when it became known o the Portuguese and
the Jesuits, was an absolute and despotic monarchy,

in which the emperors, restrained by no w ritten

laws, popular assemblies, or privileged classes, had
full power to dispose at pleasure of the lives and
property of their subjects. IBut this ancient govern-
ment may now. be said to be totally extinet. The
force of the central government was gradually
weakened, partly by the rebellion of the governors
of the different provinces, and partly by the ir-
ruption of the (Grallas and other slave hn::-rrlea, who
have subjugated some of its finest countries, Salt
has ingeniously compared the state of Abyssiniain

a political point of view to that of Kngland during |

the heptarchy; and sinee he visited it anarchy
seems to have made a still more rapid progress,
The whole country was, till lately, split into an
endless variety of states, the Hmits of which were
perpetually changing, and between which the most
deadly animosities and interminable contests con-
stantly prevailed. Within the Jast few years the
most of the territory has fallen under the sway of
an adventurer Theodoros, who is styled King of
Abyssinia, He was born in Quara, a small pro-
vinece on the western borders of Amhara, his father
being a poor nobleman, and his mother, after the
father’s death, having been driven to seel a sub-
gistence for herself and her child by the sale of
kosso flowerg, considered by the Abyssinians a
specific against tapeworm, Growing up to man-
hood, the young Theodores attached himself to a
band of robbers in the malarious borders of the
western  lowlands, and soon  became {amous
throughout Abyesinia and the Soudan, attracting
a pradually increasing following of discontented
chiefs. After a good deal of fighting, -he made
himself master of the whale of Western Abyssinia,
In 1856 he conquered Tigréd, then governcd by a
chief named Ouhi, which was followed shortly after
the conquest of the Wollo, Galla and Shoa pro-
vinces, 8o that he is now really master of nearly the
whole country. For some years after his suceess he
manifested great partiality to Europeans, enter-
taining readily any project of theirs to enhance the
wealth of his empire and the stability of his throne;
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Latterly some unfavnurabla changes have charac-
terised his pmceex:hngs the most prominent of
which has been the imprisonment for a lengthened
period of Messrs. - Stern and Rosenthal, two mis-
sionaries, and Mr, Cameron, the British consul, at
his capital, for which cause is not very certainl}r
known. His reign has been signalised by great
geverity towards rebels. Mr, Stern states that, in
18649, 35,0000 df them, after their defeat on the
western bank of the Tacazze, were with their
leader mercilessly butcheréd in cold blood; but
such barbarity has not been unusual m Abyssinian
sovereigns,

Manners and Customs.—The almost perpetual
state of civil war and confusion, and not any pecu-
liar cruelty of disposition, seems t¢ be the main
cause of that barbarism and brutality by which
the manmers of the Abvssinians are characterised.
All the feelings by which man is restrained from
shedding the blood of his fellowz seem entirely
blunted. Human life i3 scarcely more respected
than that of brutes, bBruce seldom went out at
(rondar without seeing dead bodies lying in the
streets, left to be devoured by dogs and hyxnas,
without being even allowed the rites of sepulture,
To show the mdilerence usnally felf on such oo
casiong, he mentions that one day, passing along
the streets, he saw an officer of rank about to exe-
cute three men who had offended the severeign,
This person, calling {0 Bruce, begged him to stop
till he had despatched this business, as he wished
to have a short conversation with him. DBuf the
circumstance which seems to place the Ab}'nslmans
below even the most savage tribes, is the extreme
coarseness of their festive indulgences. Their brinde
(raw heef) feast has excited the astonishment of all
travellers, Alvarez, who visited the country as am-
bassador from Portugal in 1520, and remained there
for six years, describes it as a thing ¢ of which he
dare not in a manner speak,” Being iuvited to a
feast, he was much surprised, instead of the usual
dishes, to see brought in ‘ pieces of raw fiesh, with
warm blood.” The landlord, on’ secing his guests
show no favour to this savoury dish, ordered other
food Dhetter suited to their tastes; but immediately
hegan eagerly to devour the flesh, ¢ as if it had been
marchpane or comfits,’ The laty of the house did
not appear at dinner; but, in drinking, she ‘bravely
seconded’ the rest of the company. DBruce and Salt
have furnished still more particular deseriptions.
The table, which i3 low, is first covered with suc-
cessive piles of teff cakes, serving to the guests at
once as food and as towels with which to wipe their
fingers. The company being then seated, the next
process 18 the slaughter of the cattle, which are
standing at the door, and the cutting warm steaks
{rom their flesh, DBruce says that these are ex-
tracted while the animal is yet alive, and bellow-
g under the pain of the wound., But thia
disgusting circumstance 1s not mentioned by any
of the earlier writers, and My. Salt affirms that
the head is separated from the body before the
operation of slicing commences, Salt, however,
as well as DBruee, admits that the luxury of an
Abyssinian feast consists in having the pieces
brought in while the blood 18 yet warm and the
fibres palpitating. The female who sits next fo
each chief then wraps up the slice in a teff cake,
and thrusts into his mouth as large a quantity as
it is ecapable of cmltauung, which is greedily de-
voured. All parties drink copiously of hydromel,
and houza, ﬁhe beer of the country. Having satis-
fied themselves, they rise, and give place to another
company of inferior mn]-. and these to & third, till
all 13 consumed, The gross indecencies which
Bruce erresents as pqq}etratﬁd on thu-se mcc.aﬂmns,' -
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minuteness, have been demed by Mr. Balt, and it
is hardly possible to suppose that the_v,r can be other
than rarc occurrences, i[r (obat, the missionary,
admits that a fenst such as that deseribed by
Brace may have taken place among the most
shamcless libertines ; but he adds, that ¢ excesses
of that kit are not n:ustumary cither as to their
crueity or imdceency.” The practice reported by
Bruce, and which subjected him to no little ridi-
cule, of cutting steaks from a living animal on a
journey, and then closing up the wound and driving
1t on, appeared at first quite unfounded to Mr. Sals;
hut in his second journey he witnessed it, and found
that it was called by a peculiar name—cutting the
Shulada ; which certainly goes a good way to prove
ita frgquenc}r, though that also is disputed by Mr.
Gobat, who denies its occurrence, unless perhaps
cases of extreme hunger. Mr, Parkyns,*-a iatﬁr
traveller, corroborates the testimony of Mr. Salt,
having heard of, though he had net himself wit
nessed, an oceurrence of the kind,. e belioves in
the accuracy of Bruce’s observations at the time,
though apparently o change for the bettex had
taken place. |

Justice in Abyssinia 18 altogether barbarous,
venal, and corrupt. When a person accused of a
criminal offence 13 found guilty, he is detained in
prison till he has made satisfaction to the accuser;
or, i{ he have committed marder, till he be dis-
posed of by the relations of the deceased, who may
cither put him to death or aceept & ransom, The
latter 1s generally fixed at 250 dollars for a man,
but the relationg are under no obligation to aceept
it. To escape the avenger of blood, however, the
murderer may fetire to another province, as to &
city of refuge, and he eannot be followed., When
a murdered person has no relations, the priests tuke
upon themselyves the oflice of avengers of blood,
The king in person constitutes the tinal court of
appedl, and is very assiduous in performing the
duty of ﬂ]:mlge. Theft and murder and other aggra-
vated offences have been a good deal suppressed.

Marriage in Abyssinia is a very slight connec-
tion, formed and dissolved at p]msure.
formal made of concluding it is, when the lover,
having made certain engagements to the parents,
and obtained their consent (for that of the bride is
seldom asked), seizes her and carries her home on
his shoniders. A magnificent feast is then given
of brinde and bouza; and at a fixed period of
twenty or thirty da; ys afterwards, they go to
church and take the aﬂ,ﬂrnme.nt together, It1s1n
a few rare instances only that even this slight
ceremony is used. In most cases, mutual consent,
and a pientiful administration of raw meat and
bouza, form the only preliminaries, . The will of
cither party, or of both, i3 at any time sufficient to
dissolve the connection. I{ they have several
children, they divide them 3 if they have but one,
and he 1z under seven y EHI’E of age, he helongs to
the mother ; if above seven, to the father. Gobat
says that after a third divorce they cannot contract
another regular marriage, nor partake of the com-
munion wnless they become monks; Liruce, however,
mentions being in a compony at (mudar where
there was a lady present, with six persons, each of
whom had been successively her husband, although
none of them stood in this relation to her at the
time: nor do either party consider themselves
bound to observe with rigid fidelity this slight en-
gagement, even while it Jasts, Manners may be
considered, in this respect, 23 in a state of almost
total dissolution, Slaves arc common in all paris
of Abyssinia, They consist of Shangallas, a race

of gavage negroes lnhﬂbltlnﬂ‘ the low conntrics on .
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and salso in Tigré; are well treated, and eseape
many of the privations to which they are Eﬂhjﬂﬂt
in their wiid state,

The only display of architectural magnificence
in Abyssinia i1s in the churches, They are built on
eminences; are of a circular form, with conical
summits and thatched 1%aly; and are surrounded
with pillars of cedar, within which is an arcade,
which produces an agreeabile coolness. The houses
of the sovercigns and grandees are also large and
commodious ; theugh, in this warlike country, the

camp is considercd as their mor® proper residence,
All the houses are mere hovels of a conical form,
with a thatched roof, and containing little or noe
furniture, The dress, both of men and women,
consists chiefly of a picce of cotton cloth, 24 cubits
n | long by 1% in breadth, which they wrap round
them like a mantle, with close drawers reaching to
the middle of the thigh, and a pirdle of cloth,
Needlework and Washmg m,curdmg to Mr. Stern,

arc performed not by the women but by the men,

Their food consists of the different species of grain -
already enumerated, fish, fruits, honey, and raw
meat at festivals. The most general drink is bou-
za, & species of sour beer, made from the fermen-
tation of their cakes, particularly those left at
entertainments. TCIEUHEHD, the coarsest grain, pro-
duccs bouza equal or superior to any of the othery,
Hydromel is also 1oade In great quantities. Agri-
culture, the only art much cultivated, is very far
behind the perfection which it has attained even
in the most backward parts of Farope. The
ploughs, of the radest construction, from the root
or branch of a tree, are drawn by oxen., The land
18 twice ploughed, but with the utmost indifference
as to the straightness of the furrows; after which
women are E‘IH}J]D} ed to break the clods. In the
course of ripening, the corn is carefully weeded.
As previously stated, there are two or three crops
in the year. The worst grain 13 commonly used
for seed. In general, every family cultivates for
itself, and little is brought to market. ‘The poor
pm:-plc live miserably on black teff and tocousso,
and even persons of consideration use little except-
tefl’ and bouza,

The Abyssinians profess Chrstianity, but it has
little intlnence over their conduct, At present
they are split into three parties, violently opposed
to each other. They retain & great number of
Judaical observances, abstaining from tlhie meata
prohibited by the Mosale law, practising circum-

-¢ision, keeping beth the Saturday and Sunday as

Sahbaths, and regrarding fasts as esaentlal. Buit theu'
fasts, though apparently long and mgorous, are
dlspensed with on payment of a swun of mnnev,
according to the rank and wealth of the

The Coptic patriarch of Cairo continues stil t{:: l}e
the nominal head of the church, from whom the
Abuna, the resident head, receives his investiture,
They have monasteries, both of monks and nuns,
who are far, however, from professing that rigd
austerity which is the boast of the Romish church.
Their veneration for the Virgin is unbounded ; and
the Catholic missionaries found that they  com-
pletely outdid, i this respect, their own ultra
zeal,  Their saints are extremely numerous, and
surpass, in niraculous power, even those of the
Romish ealendar, They represent them by paint-
ingrs, with wlich their churches are lavishly
adorned ; but they do not admit any figures in
relievo, The clergy do not attempt to prohibit g
divorce, or even polygamy, the propensity to
which in the nation 13 probably too powerful to
render any prohibition eilectual.

Mﬂh*lmmedans, as well as Jows, are also fmlnd
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most numerous in Adowah and its vicinity, Few
of them have any knowledge of the Koran, They
engage more in traffic than the Christians, and
have more money. They are said to engross the
whole traffic in slaves; the Christians, according
to Mr. Gobat, never taking any part init. The
Jews claim to be descended from immigrants into
Abyssinia, who returncd with the Queen of Sheba
after her visit to Solomon. In morals they are
much superior to their neighbours, both Christians
and Mohammedags, but are ansocial and ascetic.
Husbandry and ?few simple trades are their sole
occupations. ‘

Though low, as compared with Kurope, the
manufactures of Abyssinia occupy a prominent
place among most of the African nations. It sup-
plies itself with all the most indispensable articleg
Cotton cloths, the universal dress of the country,
are made in larpe quantitics, the fine sort at
Gondar, and the ecarse at Adowa, Being unable
to dve their favourite dark blue colour, they un-
yavel the blue Surat cloths, and weave them agsin
into their own webs, Coarse cloth circulates as
money. Manufactures of iron and brass are also
considerable, the material being procured from
Sennaar, Walcayt, and Berbera; knives are made
at Adowa and spears at Antalow. The business
of tanning is well understood in Tigré; and at
Axum sheepsking are made into parchment,
Saddles, and all sorts of horse furniture, are good.
‘The foreign commerce of Ahyssinia 1s carried on
entirely by way of Massuah, whence the com-
munication with the interior is maintained by the
channel of Adowa, The imports are chiefly lead,
block tin, gold foil, Persian carpets, raw silk from
China, velvets, French broad cloths, coloured skins
from Egvpt, glass beads and decanters from Venice,
The exports consist of gold,ivory, and slaves. ‘The
slaves are reckoned more beautiful than those
which come from the interior of Africa.

Progress of Discovery—The ancients never ac-
guired any accurate knowledge of Abyssinia, To
it, along with Sennaar, they, in a pecullar sense,
applied the comprehensive name of Kthiopia; for
though that term was made to extend generally
to the interior of Africa, and even to a great part
of Asia, vet Athiopia sub digypto was regarded
as the proper Ethiopia. Descriptions of Ethiopian
nations are given by the ancients at considerable
length; but they serve chiefly to show the im-
perfection of their knowledge, and are tinetured
with a larpe admixture of fable, Rennell sup-
poses, scemingly on good grounds, that the Ma-
crobian, or long-lived KEthiopians, said to live
farther to the south than the others, belong tfo
Abyssinia. The anecients had no distinct lenow-
ledge of more than two Ethiopian kingdoms: the
first and only one known to the earliest writers
is Meroe, of the Peninsula, which they erroneously
supposed to be an island formed by the successive
union of the Nile with the Astaboras and the
Astapus {Blue River and Tacazze). The chief
city of Meroe was placed by them on the Nile, in
1af. 16° 26'; and Broce, in passing through Sen-
naar, saw, near Crendi, immense ruins, which

rohably belonged to this celebrated capital of
ithiopia, The c¢iher kingdom became known
after the Greck., under the successors of Alex-
ander, extende:| their navigation along the eastern
coast of Africe, It was that of the Axumits,
situated upon the Red Sea, and occupying part of
Tigré. 1ts capital, Axum, still remains, and
though in a state of decay, exhibits remaing 8o
vast as amply to attest its former greatness.
The inscriptions discovered here by Salt show
that the Axomitez had rocetved amongst them

ABYSSINIA

they made unse of the Grecian language in’ the
inscriptions on their monuments, The port of
Axum, Adulis, was the channel by which the
finest ivory then known was exported, and a
commercial intercourse maintained with the coasts
both of the Red Sea and the Indian (Qcean. Salt,
though unable to visit it, seems to have ascer-
tained its situation near Massouah,

Prior to the middle of the fourth century, Abys-
sinia was converted to Christianity, which it has
ever since nominally professed.

After the rise and rapid spread of Islamism,
those of the Egyptians who were reluctant to
change their faith being compelled to fly south-
wards before the sword of the Saracens,” Nulia
and Abyssinia became filled with Jewish and
Chmstian refugees. And as both these countries

+wvere at that time Christian, the Arabian geo-

eraphers, who have fully described other parts of
the continent, make a very slight mention of
them; so that Abyssinia remained almost un-
known till near the sra of modern naval dis-
covery, In 1445, the emperor of Abyssinia sent
an ambassador to the scnate of Florence, and
wrote a famouns letter to the priests his subjects at
Jerusalem. This, and the favourable reports of
the Abyssinian priests now referred to, gave rise
to the most cxapgperated reports, It was said that
a Christian prince, to whom the Portuguese gave
the fantastical name of Prester or Preshyter John,
ruled over a vast, highly ecivilised, and rich em-
pire, in the centre and L. of Africa. This state-
ment inflamed at once the spint of discovery aml
of religious zeal, the two ruling principies in that
age. ‘I'he Portuguese monarchs, who took the
lead in exploring the eastern world, immediately
devised measures for aequiring a knowledge of 0
remarkable a region, The passage to India by
the Cape of Good Hope had not yet been dis-
covered; Abyssinia was therefore viewed as a
tract throngh which the commerce of India might
he conducted. Two envoys, Covilham and De
Paiva, were therefore sent, under the direction of
Prince Henry, upon a mission to explore it. They
went by way of Alexandria, and descended the
Red Sea. De Paiva perished by some unknown
accident; but Covilham, after visiting different
parts of India and Eastern Africa, entered Abys-
sinia, and arrived, in 1490, at the court of the
gmperor, residing then in Shoa. Being brought
before the sovereipn, he was received with that
favour which novelty, when there is nothing to
be feared from it, usually secures; and being a
man of address and ability, he contrived to main-
tain this friendly disposition. The reports which
he transmitted of the country were favourable;
and bhaving prevailed on the empress-mother to
send an Armenian 83 an ambassador to Portugal,
whose arrival excited a great scnsation in that
country, the Portuguese sent out several other
embassies, Of these the most remarkable 13 that
described by Alvarez, in 1520, He remained six
years in the country, and traversed it from north
to south, visiting the provinces of Amhara, Shoa,
and Efat. Paez, Almevda, Lobo, and several
others successively undertook journeys into Abys-
ginia, Paez, who resided in the country from
1603 till his death in 1622, visited, in 1618, the
sources of the Bahr-el-Azrek or eastern arm of the
Nile, and deseribes them nearly in the same terms
as Bruce, who absurdly claims the honour of being
their discoverer. From the accounts of these and
other missions, Tellez first (1660), and afterwards
Ludolph (1681), principally compiled their his-
tortes and descriptions of Ethiopia. Imdolph,

' who was well versed in the language, derived a
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munications of Gregory, an Abyssinian monk of
the province of Amhara, then in Europe,

Public curiosity, however, with respect to Abys-
sinia gradually saubsided, till towards the clnse of
lust century (1790), it was revived by the publi-
cation of Mr. Bruce’'s Travels. Many of the cir-
cumstances he relates are so very extraordinary
as to give to his descriptions a good deal of the
appearance of romance. 'The authenticity of his
work was in consequence very generally doubted;
and it must be admitted that some of his state-
ments have been shown to be unfounded, and that
others are of very questionable authority. DBut
the accuracy of the leading features of his work
has been fully established by Mr, Salt and other
late travellers.

Further information as to Ahyqsmm wilj be
found in the Modern Universal History, veol, xv.s
the Travels of Bruce, Salt, and Lord Valentia; Mr,
Gobat’s Journal; the agecount of Abyssinia in Rit-
ter's Geography ; Prichard’s Researches on Man;
Parkyn's Life in Abyssinia 5 and Stern’s Wander-
ings among the Falashas in Abyssinia,

ACAPULCQO, a celebrated sea-port and town of
Mexico, in the intendency of that name, on the
ccast of the Pacific Ocean, 190 m, SSW, Mexico,
lat, 16° 50° 207 N, long. 99° 46’ W, Esfimated
pop. 8,000, ‘The harbour is one of the finest in
the Wﬂl‘ld. ‘It 18 famliar, says Captain Hall,
¢ to the memory of most people, from its being the
port whence the rich Spanish galleons of former
days took their departure to spread the wealth of
the Western over the Eastern world. It i cele-
brated, also, in Anson’s delightful Voyage, and
occupies a conspicuous place in the very interest-
ing accounts of the Blmcaneers to a sailor, there-
fore, it is classic ground in every sense. I c:annnt
express the -universal professional admiration ex-
citeld by a sight of this celebrated port, which 1s,
morcever, the very beau-ideal of a harbour, It is
easy of access; very capacious; the water not too
deep; the lmldmg ground gnnd quite free from
-hidden dangers; and as secure as the basin in the
centre of Portsmouth dock- wyard. From the inte-
rior of the harbour the sea cannot be discovered;
and a stranger, coming to the spot by land, would
imagine he was looking over a aequestcred moun-
tain-lake.” (South America, 1i. p.172.) There are
two entrances to this qp]endld hasin, one on each
aide of the small island of Rogueta or Grifo, the
broadest being nearly 14 m, across, and the other
from 700 to 800 feet, The tnwn, commanded by the
‘extensive and formidable’ (Hall) castle of San
Carlos, 1s poor and mean, Since it eeased to be
the resort of the galleons, it has ceased to be of
any considerable importance; and, when visited
Ly Captain Hall, had only thlﬂl}" hnuses with a
large saburb of huts built of reeds, wattled in
open basket-work to give admission to the air,
The climate is exceedingly hot and pestilential,
To give a freer circulation to the air, an artificial
cut was made through the chainof rocks by which
the town is surrounded. DBut, though this has
been of considerable service it still continues to
be very unheaithy. Its natural nsalubrity 1sin-
creased by the poisonous vapours exhaled from a
marsh situated to the I, of the town, ‘The annual
desiccation of the stagpant water of this marsh
occasiona the death of innumerable small fishes;
which, decaying in heaps under a tropical ‘mn,
d&iffuse their poxious emanations through the
neighbouting air, and arc justly considered a prin-
cipal cause of the putrid bilions fevers that then
prevail along the coast.
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course between Mexico and Peru is confined
within very narrow bounds,

ACERENZA (an, Acherontia), a small and
very ancient archiepiscopal city of Southern Italy,
prov, Potenza; 14 m, NE, Potenza. Pop. 8,355 1n
1862. It is situated, according to the description
of Horace (Od. lib. iii. car. 4, L 14}, on an almost
inaccessible hill, Nidus celse Acherontie, the foot
of which is washed by the DBirandano. It has a
castle, a cathedral, two convents, a grammar
school, and an hospital. ‘The archbishop resides
at Matera, .This bnwn was lofked upon by the
Romans a3 one of the bulwarks of Apuha and
Luecania.

ACERNO, 2 town of Sonthern Italy, prov, Sa-
lorno; 16 m, N, by E. Salerno. Pop. 3,715 in
1862, The town has & cathedral, a parish, churﬂh
§ mont de pidté, which makes advances of seed to
}m;hgent cultivators, a fabric of paper, and a
orge.

TEEERRA, a town of Southern Italy, prov, Ca-
gerta; 9 m, NE. Naples. Pop, 11,274 in 1862, It
has a cathedral, & seminary, and a mont de picté.
The country is fruitful, but unheslthy. This is a
very ancient town. In the second unic war it
was destroyed by Hannibal, the inhabitants
having desertedit on his approach, (Liv. lib. xxiii.
8. 17.) Under Augustus it recerved a Roman
colony,

ACHEEN, a principality occupying the KW,
extremity of the island of Sumatra (which see).

Acuery, the capital of the above Brmmpahty, :
sitnated near the NW, extremity of Sumatra, on
a river about 8 m, from the sea, lat. 5° Sa” N.,
long. 952 45" E. It 13 very populous, being said
to contain 8,{HH} houses built of bamboo and rough
timber, and raised on posts, to secure them fmm
inundations. A good deal of trade is carried on
with Singapore, Batavia, Bengal, &e. Owing to
a bar at the mouth of the river, none but small
vessels pass up to the eity, JThe entrance for three
months of the year is d,angerous, but the harbour
i3 secure,

ACHERN, a town of the G, D. Baden, on the
Achern, 14 miles NE. Kehl, on the railway from
Kehl to Carlsruhe, Pop. ',5?9 in 1861, Within
a short distance of Achem i1s the village of Sass-
bach, cohtiguous to which is a granite monument,
erected at the expense of the French government
in 1829, on the spot where the Marshal de Tu-
renne, one of the preatest generals of modem
times, was Killed by a randefn shot on the 27th
IJuly, 1675, He was interred in the chapel Df St
Nicholas at Achern,

ACIHIL, or EAGLE ISLAND, an island on the
W, coast of Ireland, co. Mayo, ﬂeparated from the
main land by a narrow channel, It is about 30
miles in eircumference, and contains above 23,000
acres, Pop. 5,776 in 1861, It is mﬂuntainnuﬂ;
and eagles—whence its name—breed in its inac-
cessible fastnesses, The inhabitants speak the

Irish language, and are in an extremely depressed,
miserable condition,

ACHMIN, or ECHMIN, a town of Tp
Egypt, on the right bank of the Nile, ):3{} rn
8. Cairo, Lstlmated pop. 3,000, Streets well
disposed, broad, and straight, which is very un-
usual in Egypt ; so that this would be a handsome

‘town, were the houses built of hetter materials

than baked bricks cemented with clay., It was
anciently called Panopolis, or Chemnis; the former
being the Greek, the latter the Egyptlan name.
It contains a church of some antiquity, and held
m much v Enﬂmtmn but ltS chlef ornament 13 the
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Magna, lat, 27° 43" N,, long.80°53'E. In theen-
virona is the portico of an ancient temple, covered
with hlert;_-br hics, and regarded as one of the finest
remains gyptian archltecture.

ACPONRY a parish of Ireland, co. Sligo, which
gives name tc- a hishopric; now united to Killala.
16 m. W, Sligo. Pop, of parish, 14,504 in 1861,

ACI-REALE, a sea-port town of Sicily, prov,
Catania, cap. cant. at the foot of Mount Atna,
9 m, NE. Catania, Pop. 24,881 in 1862, The
town stands on a vast ma.sa of basaltic lava, about
800 feet above it&port, the Marina of Act, and is
supported on amhes construeted with great labour
and expense through ten alternate strata of lava
and earth. The sitnation i3 healthy; the town is

regularly built, clean, with many charches, con-
_vents and publm hmldmga, the whole giv ing evi-
dence of a thriving and industrious population. A
considerable trade is earried on, particularly during
the fair in July, in wine, fruit, gold tiligree work,
cotton, flax, and diaper, the last heing hleached
in great quantities in the plain below the town on
the banks of the Acque Grande. The port is small;
the mole is formed out of 2 mass of lava, and
there are some good warehouses, The town is
celebratesl for its cold, sulphurous mineral waters,
the cave of Pﬂl}"p]ll—"mllﬁ, and grotto of (zalatea,
There are six other places bearing the same nameo,
During the servile war Aci-Keale was the head-
quarters of the consul Aquilius, who succeeded in
suppressing that dangerous revolt, anno 101 . c.

ACONCAGUA, a provinee of Chili (which sce).
This also 13 the name of the cap. of the same
prov,, & town containing about 5,000 inhab., and
also of a mountain and river, the former one of the
loftiest of the Andes, being 28,910 feet above the
sca. The nver rises on the 8. side of the mountain,
and flows into the sea 12 miles from Valparaise,

ACQUAPENDENTE, a small town of Central
Italy, 16 m, W, Orvielo. Pop, 2,606 in 1862,
1t lmq a cathedral and 5 churches.

ACQUA-YIVA, a town of Southern Italy, p
Bari, 18 m, 8. Bari. Pop, 7,843 in 1862, It 15
swrounded by walls, haz a handsome parish
chu;ch, some convents, 2 hospitals, and 8 mont de

f .

JPw,lf'lu[](HJI or AQUI, a town of Northern Italy,

p. prov, same name on the left bank of"the DBor-
mida; 47 m, ESE, Turin, Pop. 3,944 in 1862, It
has a citadel, a cathedral, 2 churches, and a semi-
nary; and is celebrated for its warm sulphurous
baths. The inhabitants are principally employed
in the silk manufacture,

AMCRA, a small distnict on the Gold Coast of
Africa, helnngin,f_r; to the Ashantecs, nearly under
thé meridian of Greenwich., The English, Dutch,
and Danes have fortz at Acra,

ACRIL, AKKA,or ST. JEAN D’ACRI, a town
of Svyria, cap. pachalic of same name on the coast
of the Mediterrancan, lat. 329 54’ 33" N., long.
36° &' 5" K., 33 m. SSW. Tsour (an, Tyrus), and
35 m, W, Lake Tabaria or (Genesareth, It is
situated on a promontory, forming the NE. limit
of a fine semicircular bay (the Bay of Acre) open-
ing to the N,, bounded NW. by Cape Carmel, at
tihe extremity of the mountain of that name, The
harbour of Acre, on the 8, side of the town, within
the bay is shallow, and accessible only to vessels
drawing little water; but opposite to Caipha, a
small town at the foot of Mount Carmel, on the
W. side of the bay, there is good anchorage ground
in deep water, Few towns are more advan-
tageously situated as a centre of commerce or seat
of political power; but these advantages, by
making its possession of importance, ln:.-:e &EITELI

ACRE

seending in torrents from the mountging, fill the
adjacent plain with stagnant lakes, from which,
gnd the decomposition of vegetable remains, con-
stant malaria is produced, forming a striking con-
trast to’the healthy atmoaphere of the neighbouring
mountain land, Cﬂttﬂn and cormn are the chief
products of the plain of Acre, and thege form ity
staple exporta.

Previously to 1832 the population of Acre was
loosely estlmated at from 15,000 to 20,600 ; but
the siege of that year having ended in its almost
total destruction, it i3 impossible to state exactly
the number of its present inhabitants, though 9,000
is probably about the mark, The same cause
operates to make an account of the place.his-
torical, rather than descriptive of its existing
state, IEven before the period alluded to, a few
broken columns of granite, and other dllapulated
and neglected relics, were the only remains of
antiquity ; but of the Gothic age therc were, at
this epoch, the cathedral churches of St. Andrew
and St. John. The mosque of Djezzar Pacha was
a fine quadrangular building, paved with white

marble, and surmounted by a cupola supported on
pillars hrnug;ht from the ruins of Caesarea. The
same governor also constructed a large fountain, of
incalculable advantage to the town. The bazaars
were numerous and good, being arched over, and
well supplied with commodities. Houses built of
stone, and flat-roofed, the terraces on their tops
forming agrceable promengdes; the more useful,
as the streets were extremely narrow, At present,
however, Acre is, or at all events within a year or
two was, little better than a mass of ruins; of all
its buildings, public or private, the fountain of
Djezzar was the only one that escaped uninjured
tl'ré}é’ral the effects of the siege by the Egyptians in

Although the modern town be of comparatively
recent date, its site has been ocenpied by buildings
from the remotest antiquity, Here stood a Hebrew,
or perhaps a Pheenician ¢ity, called Accho. Being
improved and enlarged by the Greek sovereigns of
Egypt, they gave it the name of Ptolemais; and
it was justly regarded by them and their Roman
SICCESSOrS as & pnrt of great importance. Syria
was one of the first conquests of the Mohammedana
(see ArABIA), into whose hands Ptolemais fell,
A, D, 636, It then received the name of Akka,
which continues to be its Saracenic appellation, -
In 1104 it was captured by the first crusaders, andd
formed for eighty years part of the kingdom of
Jerusalem, when 1t was taken by the famous
sultan Saladin,  About four vyears afterwards
Richard Coeur de Lion gnd I’hilip Augustus ap-
peared before its walls, and after 2 siege of twenty-
two months it surrendered to their arms in 1191,
It subsequently remained in the possession of the
Christians exactly a century; and under the go-
vernment of the Knights Hospitallers of St. John
attained considerable importance and prosperity,
it derived from the magnificent cathedral erected
by these soldier monks to their patron saint its
common western name of St, Jean d' Acre. In
121, however, the knights were driven from Syria,
and Acre was the spot on which their last despe-
rate but useless struggle took place. From 1291
il 1517, it formed part of the Caliphate, when it
passed, with the last paltry wrecks of that onee
mighty power, into the hands of the Turks. Neg-
lected by the government, and exposed to the
depredations of every wandering tribe, it con-
tinued to deeay, €ill, in the heginning of the 17th
century, it wus ceized bv Fak'r-¢l-din, the cele-
hrated em ir of the Dmaes, undpr whuse wma and
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hix life Fak'r-el-din, apprehending a Turkish
vagion, destroyed the harbour, and thus left the
place in & worse condition than that in which he
found it, Another century of decay and misery
ensued, till, in 1749, the Bedouin Arab Daher ex-
pelled the Turkish aga, and tnade Acre the capital
of a territory which for more than 20 years was
virtually imdependent of the Porte, Daher par-
tially fortified Acre, partly cleared its ruins, and
settled colomies of Greek and Mussulman farmers,
harassed and despoiled in the neighbouring coun-
trieg, in the surrounding plain, On Daher's fall
in 1775, Acre reverted to the dominion of the
Turks. For once, however, the change of masters
was not productive of ruin, Djezzar, who was

immediately appointed pacha, how inferior soever

to Daher in personal character, seems to have re-
sembled him in his political energy, promptness,
and decision. He strengthened the fortifieations
and embe]lished the town., The determined and
successful resistance which it made in 1799 to the
arms of Napoleon have rendered it famous in
modern history. ‘There is, indeed, good reason to
think that the termination of the sicge had a
pewerful influence over the future fertune of that
extraordinary person, and consequently of the
world, (Sce Vovage du Maréchal Marmont, iii.
p. 70.) Acre continued to prosper till 1832,
Though fettered by imposts and monopolies, it
earried on a econgiderable foreign trade, and had
resident consuls from most of the great states of
ourope.  During its siege by Ibrahim Pacha in
1832, which lasted 5 months and 21 days, its pri-
vate and public buildings were mostly destroyed.,
In 1840 it was bombarded by the English and
, Ausirian fleets, through whom it was restored to
the sultan, It has not recovered its former pros-
perity, (Volney’s and Robinson's Travels, and
Rugsell’s Palestine.)

ACRI, a town of South Italy, prov. Cosenzas,
cap, cant., on the Mucone, in a healthy situation ;
12, m. N, E. Cosenza., Pop. 11,786 in 1862, It
has ¢ parish churches and a hospital. The sur-

rounding country is very fruitful,

- ACTIUM. See ArTa, GUuord or,

ACTON, a village and parish of England, for-
mﬂﬂgr resorted to for its mincral waters; 84 m.,
W. St. Paul’s, on the North London railway. Pop.
of parish 3,161 in 1861, Acton has in recent
times become a suburb of the metrapolis. (See
Loxpnn.)

ACUL, an inconsiflerable sea-port town of

Hayti, on its N, coast., Lat. 19° 47" 40" N,,

long, 72° 27 13" W, It was called St Thomas
by Columbus.

ADALIA, or SATALIEH, 2 aca-port town of
Turkey in Asia, Anatolia, cap. Sangiack Teké-ili,
on the gulph of the same name, near the mouth
of the Douden-sou, lat, 36° 52° 15" N,, long, 30°
45’ 3" E. FEstimated pop. 8,004}, two-thirds Turks
and one-third (reeks, It is finely situated, being
built amphitheatre-wise round a small harbour
on the declivity of a hill, the summit of which is
surmounted by a castle. It is enclosed by a ditch,
f double wall, and a sertes of square towers about
o0 yards apart. Streets narrow, and houses mostly
- of wood. It is the residence of n pacha and of a
Greck archbishop; and has numerous mosques,
churches, baths, caravansarvies, &c. The sur-
rounding country is lLeautiful, and the soil deep
and fertile,

Adalia is supposed to cccupy the site of the an-
cient Olbia; and the fragments of columns and
other remains of antiquity found within its walls,

attest its formmer flourishing state,
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in- !rCulnmho.' It has a sugar-loaf shape?

ADELAIDE 14
and its
summit, sapposed to be the point where Buddha
ascended to heaven, is estcemed sacred, and is
resorted to by pilgrima, '
ADANA, a town of Asia Minor, the capital of a
district or government 6f the same name, on the
Sthon (Sarus), about 25 m. above where it falls.
into the sea, lat. 36° 5% N., long. 356° 1§’ L,
Estim. pop. 20,000, It is very ancient, stands on
a declivity, smrrounded on 8ll sides by groves of
fruit trees and vinevards : is e, well-built; has
a castle; a bridge over the river$baid to have been
built by Justinian; and a noble portice in-the
middle of the bazaar, It carries on a considerable
trade in wine, fruits, and corn. In summer-it is
rather unhealthy, and the majority of the inha~
bitants retire to the country. (Kinneir's Asis
Minor, &ec, p. 131.) : : -
ADARL, an ancient town of Ireland, co. Lim-
erick, with some fine ruins, now much decayed,
sitnated on the Maig, over which it has a bri
of 9 arches ; 130 m. SW. Dublin. Pop, §16. Ditto
of parish 2,944 in 1861, -
ADDA, a celebrated river of Italy, formed by
the junction of several rivalets near Bormio, in the
Valteline, Having traversed that province, it
passes Sondrio, enters the lake of Como near its
northern, and issues from its sonthern extremity,
and passing Lodi and Pizzighettone, falls into the
FPo 6 m, W, Cremona. .
ADLLAIDE, a city of South Australia, cap. of
the British colony of that name, about 7 m. SE.
from its port, an inlet on the E, side of St, Vin-
cent’s Gulph, Lat, 34° 57 S., long. 138° 38" E.
Pop. 7,043 in 1846, and 18,303 in 1861. .The mu-
ni¢c. boundary comprises rather more than 1,000
acres, ' It is divided into N. and 5. Adelatde by
the river Torrens, here crossed by several brid
Both portions of the town stand on gentle eleva-
tions, and are regularly laid out: the streets, which
vary from 70 to 130 ft. in width, mostly cross or
meet each other at right angles, and there are se-
veral good squares. The 8. 13 a good deal larger
than the N, division of the city; it includes the
government house, hospital, &c,, with some hand-
some terraces and villas, having from 4 to § acre
of shrubbery and garden ground gitached., Along -
King William Strect, the central thoroughfare, are
many large buildings, including the government
offices and commissariat stores, with many pgood
private houses and shops of all deseriptions, Hind-
ley Street 13 the principal place of business, -and
here is to be observed all the bustle of 8 fourishing
town. It is lined on both sides with good atene,
brick, or wooden houses, some of which are of su-
perior build, and do credit to Austraban street
architecture. Many of the stores or merchants’
warehouses are massive brick or stone buildings.
The government house, near the river, 1s a fine
house, surrounded by about 10 acres laid out in
ornamental rardens. A botanic garden was es-
tablished in 18535, and in 1858 a special grant of
10007, was allowed for a conservatory, filled with
palms and other tropical produce. Among the
other principal edifices are Trinity and St. John's
churches, the legislative council house, court house,
the office of the 5. Australian bank, an auction
mart, the offices of the 8, Australian Company,
and a large prison, built at a cost of 34,0604 In
the centre of Light Square 13 a handsome Gothie
cross, 44 feet high, erected to the memory of Golo-
nel Light, the founder of the city. Adelaide has
chapels for Presbyterians, Roman Catholics, Bap-
tists, Independents, Methodists, German -Luthe-
rans, and others, a Friends’ meeting house, a Jews'
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16 ADELSBERG

Australian Assurance Company, a philanthropic
institution, and a “mechanicy’ institute, Several
newspapers are published in the city. It manu-
factures woollen goods, starch, soap, snuff, and
machinery, and it has a variety of steam and
other mills, with breweries, tanneries, and malt
houses. Its trade in ores and wool is already very
extensive, and it will necessarily increase with the
increase of the trade of the colony, of which it is
the grand emportum, Adelaide exported 5,699,200
1bs. of wool in 1860; 6,662,020 Ibs. in 1861; and
7,162,032 1bs, in 62, Around the city on the I,
and 8. i3 a semicirele of hilly, some rising to up-
wards of 2,000 ft. above the sea; and within a few
miles are some of the ﬂrmclpal copper and lead
mines, to which, espect the former, the colony
owes great part nf its pmﬂpentv.

The river Torrens, on which Adelaide ts built,
loses itself in a marsh before reaching the sea, so
that the city is from 6 to 7 m, distant from its
port, an inlet of Bt, Vincent's Gulph, In the
rainy season the Torrens is much flooded, though
it seldom overflows its banks, which are steep and
lofty; but in the dry season it has no current, its
bed being then formed inte & series of ponls or
tanks,

Port Adelaide, 7 m. NW. from the city, in a
low and marshy sttuation, consists of a number of
dwelling-houses and warehouses, manv of which
are of stone, with wharves, partly belonging to
government, and partly to the South Australian
Company. The inlet of the sea forming the har-
bour, opposite the entrance to which a light ves-
sel is moored, stretches from the gulph, from which
it i3 separated by a narrow neck of land, for about
8 m. sonthward, surrounding Torrens Island, There
entered at l‘nrt Adelaide, in the vear 1862, a total
of 298 vessels, with a tonnage of 92,120. Of these,
278 vessels, of 53,230 tons, were with cargoes, and
20 vesaels, ﬁf 5,89'[} tons, in ha]last. The clearances,
in the same year, amounted to 282 vessels, of a
total burthen of 92,602 tons, Port Adelaide has
a custom house ; but vessels are exempted from all
port charges in this and in the other parts of the
colony. A raillway unites the city with the port.
(For further information in regard to the trade of
this city and of the colony generally, see AUSTRA-
LIA, SOUTH.)

Adelaide was founded in 1834, In 1842 it was
incorporated by an act of the colonial legislature
as a city under a mayor, aldermen, and eommon
council. (Wilkinson, Dutton, Bennett S, Aus-
tralia ; Statistical Tables relating to the Colonial
Possessions, 18064.)

ADELSBERG, a village and cavern in FHlyria,
. about half way between Lavbach and Trieste, The
cavern i3 decidedly the most mapnificent and ex-
tensive hitherto discpvered in Europe, It has been
explored to a distanee of between 1 and 2 miles
(1310 fathoms) from the entrance, and 1s termi-
nated by & lake, It is bhelieved, however, that
this ia not the end of these vast hollows, and that,
were 14 carefully examined, its extent would he
found to be much greater. The cavern 1s p]au
under the care of an officer in the adjoining willage,
who appoints guides to conduct strangers through
it. It is easily accessible, and may he ‘visited with-
out any risk, The entrance is situnated about a

mile from the villare, in the face of a elff, below.

a ruined castle, At this point the river Poik, after
winding througzh the plain, disappears beneath the
mountain, sinking mto the rock below a natural
penthouse formed by the slope of the limestone
strata. The entrance for visitors i1s a small hole
above this, clozed by a door, At a diztanece of 180
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ADEN

the taper, struggling along at a considerable depth
below ; and on a sudden a vast hall 100 feet high,
and more than 300 long, called the Dome, is en-
tered, The river, having dived under the wall of
rock on the outside, here re-appears for a short
apace, and i3 then dost in the bowela of the moun-
tain, It is believed to be identical with the Uyg,
which bursts forth at Planina; planks of wood,
thrown into the stream of the cavern, appear there,
it is said, after ten or twelve hours,

The Dome was the only of the cavern
known down to 1819, when & labourer, working in
the cave, accidentally broke through a screen of sta~
lactite, and discovered that this was, to use the words
of Russel, ‘but the vestibule of the most magnificent
of all the temples which nature has built for her-
self in the region of the night.)! Rude steps, ent
in the rock, lead down the sloping sides of this
chamber to the level of the river, which is crossed
by a wooden bridge; and the opposite wall is
scaled by means of a similar flight of steps. Here
the visitor enters the newly-discovered part of the
cavern, consisting of & range of chambers varying
in size, but by far the most interesting, from the
variety, beautiful purity, and guantity of their
staldctites, Sometimes uniting with the stalag-
mite below, they form a pillar worthy to support
a cathedral; at others a crop of minute spicule
rises from the floor; now a cluster of slender co-
lumns reminds one of the tracery of a Gothic
chapel, or of the twinings or interlacings of the
ascending and descending branches of the banyan
tree.  The fantastic shapes of some masses have
given rise to various names, applied by the-guides,
according to the likeness, which they i 11]1&;.{111& they
can trace in them, to real objects; such as the
throne, the pulpit, the butchers ahﬂp, the two
hearts, the bell, which resounds almost like metal,
and the curtain (Vorhang), a very singular mass
about an inch thick, spreading out to an extent of
peveral square vardﬂ, perfectly resembling a piece
of drapery, and beantifully transparent. The sta-
lactical matter pervades almost every part of the
cavern; it paves the floor, hangs in pendants from
the roof, coats and plasterz the wall, cements to-
gether fallen masses of rock, forms screens, parti-
tions, and pillars. The ﬂnly sound in the remote
chambers 13 produced by the fall of the drops of
water charged with lime, which are found, on exa-
mination, to tip each pendant mass, forming an
ascendant spire, or stalagmite, on the spot where
it descends. One of thih]nng suite of chambers,
larger and loftier than thé rest, and with a more
even floor, is converted ¢fice a year (in May) into a
ball-room. On that odeasion the peasant lads and
lasses assemble from gniles around, and the gloomy
vaults re-echo with gounds of mirth and music.

ADLEN, a small state of S, Arabia in Yemen,
lying between 12° 32’ and 439 8 N, Iat., and be-
tween 43° 30" and 45° 30" L. long. It extends
trom K. to W. about 115 m,, its greatest width
being about 30. The mountains in this part of «
Arabia are close upon the sea, and, for an Arabic
district, it is well supplied with watar; and from
hoth these causes the heat of the climate is con-
siderably mitigated, and vegetation flourishes upon
a more cxtensive scale than in meost other parts of
the peninsula, It has a considerable forest, The.
cultivated p'u:ts tice wheat, dhourah, and cot-
ton; the woods .gonsist of mangoes, sycamores,
and’ pomegranated, and the surface of the whole-
conntry is intesepersed with date trees. Wellsted
(Travels, ii. 409.) states that in purity of atmo-
sphere, richness of soil and verdure, nature of vege-
tation. andSroximity of !]l‘ﬂﬂllf'tlﬂ‘n and desslation
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mmﬁaratively small patches, and in the midst of
fertility. ‘The inhabitants are mostly agricultu-
rista; but sach is the miserable state of the coun-
try, that the husbandman never goes to his labour
without being armed, and resorts,to the towns for
security during the night. The town inhabitants
of the interior carry on an extensive trade with
the DBedouins, who bring to market their ghee
(butter), frankincense, and milk, receiving in re-
turn grain and cloth, Manufactures limited to a
- fine striped eloth or silk, used for the dresses of the
superior classes, the weaving of which occupies
about 30 looma in the town of Lahedsjee. ..

ADEN, a sea-port lown of Arabia, cap. of the
above state, now in the possession of Great Iritain,
-on the Indian Ocean, 118 m, E, from the straits of
Babelmandeb, lat, 12° 46° 15”7 N., long. 452 10" 20"
Ii. 1t stands on the E. side of a promontory, pro-
jectimg 8, into the ocean, called the Peniusula of
Aden. This peninsula, which terminates in a lofty
mountain, bearing a striking resemblance to the
rock of Gibraltar, is connected with the main land
by & low isthmus about 400 vards in breadth, On
the N. and W, the town is overhung by steep and
ernggy rocks, on which are the remains of old for-
tifications, The E. or outward harbour of Aden,
formerly {and apparently at a recent period) large
and commodious, is now partly filled up with sand,
But tie harbour on the W. side of the town, be-
tween the promontory on which it stands and
another parallel thereto, is a magnificent basin,
capable of accommodating the largest fleets. It
has & contracted entrance, which might casily be
fortified; 30 2s to make it inaccessible to a hostile
squadron, From this harbour the approach to the
town i3 over a low ridge of the mountain, the road
being o parts cut through the solid rock,

The site of this town, the best adapted for trade
on the whole coast of Arabia, and the key of the
Red Hea, has always made it a point of primary
importance in the direct trade between Kurope and
the East, It became at & very early period a cele-
brated emporium (the Arabie emporium of Ptole-
my). After the liomans obtained possession of
Fgypt, and Hipf:ralus (A. . 50) had discovered the
direct route to India, they destroyed Aden lest it
should fall into hostile hands, and interfere with
their monopoly of this lucrative traffic. (Vincent's
Commeree, &c., of the Indian Qcean, ii. 327, 528.)
It is not known when or by whom it was rebuilt;
but from the 11th till the 16th century it was the
great, or rather the exclusive, entrepit of Eastern
commerce. The disecovery of the passage by the
Cape of Good Hope was the first great blow to its
importunce, Simultancously with the appearance
of the Portuguese in India, the Turks, under Soly-
man the Magnificent, took possession of various
Arabic ports, Aden among the number. They
erected the fortificationd, the ruins of which exeite
the admiration of every traveller, and which re-
pelled -the attacks of the famous Portuguese gene-
ral Albuguerque, From this date, however, Aden
rapidly declined; nor did the expulsion of the
Turks, which took place about the middle of last
century, retard its downfall. Itz ruin was more
complete than could have heen anticipated ; for
its convenient harbours and plentiful supply of
water make it, apart from other considerations, a
most desirable port.

When first occupied by the British, Aden had not
more than 100 houses, with a pareel of wretched
huts, and from 3,000 to 4,000 inhabs, It had
" indeed the ruins of several cisterns and reservoirs
cut in the solid rock, and of aqueducts for convev-

e water from the mountying of the inferinr. which |
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and the ancient prosperity of Aden bids fair to be
again restored, Hotels for the accommodation of
the passengers by the steamers have been erected;
and the population of the vicinity, attracted by
the security afforded by the English flag, have
flocked to the place, which has now an estimated
pop. of 50,000, Defensive works have recently
been constructed, which are considered to render
it impregnable, and make it the Gibraltar of the
Red Sea. lts great deficiency was formerly the
sapply of water, though the supply was abundant
as compared with many other Asiatic towns, The
sources of supply are—the adjacent plain, from
which brackish water is drawn, and a condensing
apparatus used by the residents, It rains only
once 1 three years, when the rain descends in
torrents for about a fortnight in September, To
husband the rain-water the British have lately
constructed a system of reservoirs in a rocky ra-
vine, at a cost of 1,000,000, in order to supply
the tmhabitants in drv weather.

While its commanding position, excellent port,
and abundant supply of water, make Aden an
important station m the route from India to
Liurope by the Red Sea, it is no less favourably
situated for becoming an enirepit for the éon-
tiguous countries of Arabia and Africa. It owed
its former conscquence mainly to its natural ad-
vantages, and these it still retains, It is he-
coming more and moré an important emporium,
and bids fair to be of the preatest wutility to the
surrounding continents,  The climate though hot
18 not unhcealthy.

(Niebuhr, Descr. del' Ar. par. ii. pp. 221, 29292.
Forster's Historical Geography of Arabia, ii. 104
and 156; and recent and official documents.)

ADJYGHUR, a town of Hindostan, prov, Alla-
habad, lat. 24° 50' N, long. 80° 3* E. It has a
fortress at the top of a steep hill that was taken
by the British in 1809, after a stout resistance,
Estimated pop, 45,000,

ADIGE, a large river of Italy, the A4fesius or
Athesis of the ancients, It is formed by several
rivulets which have their sources in the Rhetian
Alps, and unife near Glums; thence it flows K,
till near Bolsano it is joined by its important tri-
butary, the Fisack. It them takes a southerly
course past Tront, where it becomes navigable,
Roverodo, and Pontene, It then changesits course
to the E,, and passing Verona, Legnano, and
Aquulein, falls into the Adriatie, 20 m, 8. Venice,
It is deep, rapid (Velox Athesis, Claud.), and is
usually navigated with difficuity, In spring, on
the melting of the snow in the mountains, it is
liable to sudden fioods, to prevent the injurions
influence of which in the Polesino of Rovigo and
other low grounds, it is fenced by strong banks,
while a part of the swplus watet 8 earried off by
canals, Exclusive of the Eisack, its principal
afluents are the Noce, Aviso, and Agno,

ADMIRALTY 1SLAND, an island on the W,
coast of Ameriea, bLetween George the Third's
Archipelago and the eontinent, about 90 m, long
and 25 bread. Lat. 57° 2’ to 58° 2¢' N,, long,
1349 W, |

ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, a cluster of 20 or 30
islands in the South Pacific Qcean, of which the
largest, calied Great Admiralty Island, is from 55
to 60 m. in length: in about 2° 10 &. lat., amd
from 126° to 128 L. long, They were discoveresd
by the Hollanders in 1616, and are inhabited,

ADOUR, a cousiderable river in the SW. aof
France. It has its source in the Pyrences, § m.
I, Baréges, whence it flows N, by Bagneéres and
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gable to St. Scver, The Oleron and the Pau are
the most considerable of its affluents,

ADOWA, the capital of Tigrd, in Abyssinia,
partly on the side and partly at the foot of a hill,
commanding a magnificent view of the mountains
of Tigré, Lat. 142 12’ 30" N,, long. 33° 5" E.
The houses are all of a conical form, pretty regu-
larlg' disposed into strects or alicys, interspersed
with trees and small gardens. Pop. probably 8,000,
It has manufactures of cotton cloths, and an ex-
tensive trade inmattle, corn, salt, and slaves.

ADRA, a sea-port town of Spain, cap. district
same name, prov, Granada on the Mecditerranean,
45 m, SE. Granada. [t is situated near the mouth
of the Adra, In its vicinity are some of the righ-
est lead mines in the world, the produce of which
constitutes the prineipal article of export from
the town.

ADRAMIT, a village of Armenia in Russia,
situated on the shore of Lake Van, Ttisa place
of some leauty as to situation, being nestled in
among crags and rocks, at the foot of which,
wherever space s available, fruit trees and small
gardens arc planted. The huts, of the same mise-
rable deseription as other Armenian villages, are
built of rongh stones, put together with mud, and
erected close up to the side of a hill, into which
part of the dwelling is exeavated. The flat sum-
mit of the rocky hill on the slope of which the
village stands is surrounded by an ancient wall,
built of huge stones laid one upon another, with-
out mortar or cement of any kind, and resembliing
cyclopean remains,  {Ussher's Travels, p, 824.)

ADRAMYT, a town of Turkey in Asta, Ana-
tolia, about 4 m. from the l. extremity of the
gulph of the same name, 78 m, N. Smytna, lat,
880 20 N, long. 260 57" 15" K. Pop. 5,000 {7}
&treets narrow, ill-paved, and filthy; houses, with
few cxceptions, mean, and miserahly built, The
olives produced in the adjoining territory, with
large quantities of wool from the intenor, are prin-
cipally shipped for Constantinople; little except
galls being shipped for nther parts of Lurope.

ADRIA (an, Atria or Hatria), a town of North-
ern Ttalv, deleg. (formerly the Palesino of) Rovige
on the Castagnane, between the o and the Adige,
12 m. E. Rovigo, Lat. 459 2 577 N,, long. 122§
55" E, Pop. 12,808 in 1858, Adria is a very
ancient city, heing supposed to be of Greek oryzn,
and having afterwards tormed part of the dominions
of the Etruscans. It was originally a sca-port of
snueh magnitude and importance as to be able to
give its own name to the great arm of the Mediter-
rancan on which it stood; but owing to the gra-
dual extension of the Jand, in cousequence of the
mud and other deposits brought down by the nivers,
the port of Adria has been long sinee filled up, and
it is now an inland town 18 or 19 m. from the sea,
When Strabo wrote, it had become a comparatively
unimportant place, and it subsequently suffered
much from inundation# and war, particularly frem
the attacks of the barbarians, During the twelfth
century it began to revive, lés chmate, which
haid become very unhealthy, and itz environs, have
both heen materially improved by the drainage
effected by opening the canal of Portovico, It 13
the seat of a Dbishopric, has a fine collection of
FEtrnscan. andd Roman antiguities found in the
vicinage, with manufactures of silk and leather.
The surrounding country is productive of corn,
wine, and cheese.  (Cramer’s Ancient Italy, 1
P 118, Balli Abrdgd; ed, 1837.)

ADRIANOVPLE (callest Edreneh by the Turks),
a celebrated eity of Turkey in Europe, prov. llou-
melia, on the Maritza (an. Hebrug), where it 1s
joined by the Toonga and the Arda, 131 m. NW,
Constantineple, lat. 412 48" X, long, 26° 2¥ 157

ADRIANOPLE

E. Adrianople has, according to Mr. Vice-Consul
Blunt (Report, 1864), 18,000 houses agda pop. of
90,000 souls, of whom 28,000 are M medans,
56,000 Christians, and 6,000 Jews.
mosques, 14 chugrehes, and 13 s;
tary school, and 37 other ac
pupils; 2 hospitals and 1 madhy It iz beauti-
fully situated in one of the Xhest and finest
plaifis in the world, on the sides and basc of a low
hill, and when viewed from a distance has a mag-
nificent appearance; but, as is the case in muost
Turkish towns, the illusion vanishes on entering,
The streets are narrow, crooked, and filthy ; and 1n
certain periods of the year it is unhealthy, Some
of the houses are three stories high, and-their .
shelving roofls project so much as to meet those ml‘j
the opposite side,  In the ceptre of the town an
old wall, supported by massive towers, the work
of the sovereygns of the Lower mpire, encloses a
space oceupicd by the rayah populatien,  Origin-
ally it may have been the citadel; Dhut it is now
useless gs a defence,  Among the public bulldings
the most distinguished are the ancient palace of
the sultans, in a state of decay; the famous bhazaar
of Ali Pasha, appropriated to the warehousing
anid sale of various descriptions of commodities;
and the numerous mosques. Of the latter, the
one erected by Selim Il. is the most splendid;
and ranks, indeed, among the finest Mohammedan
temples. ‘There ave 8,000 shops and several large
stone bazaars and haus, Thelargest bazaar is that
of ¢ Ali Pasha:’ it is some 350 paces long, with rows
of shops on each side occupied by retail dealers in
forcign and native manufactures. There are also
pumerous baths and fountains supplied by water
conveyed into the city by an aqueduct. A mre-
drassch, or saperior school, 18 attached to the
mosque of Sultan Sclim, and there are a number
of other schools,  The Maritza is navigable up to
the eity during winter and spring; bat in summer
the sea craft only ascend as ligh as Demotica,
Enos, at the mouth of the Maritza, is properly the
sca-port of Adrianople. Tt formerly admitted
large vessels; but owing to the cavelessness of the
T'urks, whoe have allowed a sand-bank to accumu-
late, it is now accessible only to vessels of com-
paratively small burden. With the exception of
tanning, which is rather extensively carried on,
manufactures are inconsiderabie. It has, however,
a presty extensive commerce. The exports con-
sist principally of the raw products of the adjacent
country, eomprising excellent wool, cotton, silk,
tobaceo, good wine, otto of roses, frujts, berries for
dveing, &e. ‘The imports consist principally of
manufactured goods; as cottons and hardware from
England, woollen stufts from Germany, &c. The
trade is principaliy carried on by Greek merchants.
The corporations of saddlers and shoemakers em-
ploy a great number of workmen, and annually
dispose of large quantities of Turkish saddles and
shoes at fairs held in Thrace and Bulgaria, The
town is the seat of a Greek archbishop.

" In early times Adrianople was the capital of the
Bessi, a people of Thrace, and was then called
Uskadama. It derives its prdsent name from the
emperor Adrian, by whom 1t was improved and
embellished. The Turks took it in 1360; and it
continued to be the scat of their government from
1366 till the taking of Constantinople in 1453.
It was occupied by the Russians in 1829; but was
evacuated on a treaty leing concluded between
thern andd the Turks in September that wear,
(Keppels Journey across the Balkhan, 1. pp. 250—
563: Walsh’s Journey from Censtantinople to
England, p. 141 Report by Mr. Vice-Consul
Blunt, Cemmercial Reports, July to December,
1864, pp. 165-7.) 7




ADRIATIC SEA

ADRIATIC SEA, or GULPH OF VEKICE
(Mare Adriaticum or Superum), is that great arm
of the Mediterranean extending SE. and NW,
between the coasts of Italy on the W. and those of
Iliyria and Albania on the 1., from about 40° to
4% 55" N. lat, Tts southern extremities are the
Capo di Leuea, or St. Mary’s, in Naples, and the
14le of Fane to the N, of Cortu; and its northern
extremity the bottom of the gulph of Trieste, Tts
greatest length from ("ape Leuca to Trieste is 45()
m.; mean breadth 90 m, It derived its ancient
name from the once flourtshing sea-port town of
Adria (which see), now 18 m. from the shore, and
its mwlern name from Venice, Its W. or talian
shore is deficient in harbours, is generally low, and
from the entrance to Rimini has deep waters hat
from the latter northwards it has been partially
filled up by the deposits brought down by the I’y
anid the Adige, and is edged by lagoons, marshes,
and shoals,  On the 13, side its coasts are generally
high, steep, and rocky, and are broken into dee)
bays and gulphs formed by the numerous islands
by which it is fenced., With the exception of
those already mentioned, it receives no river of
any consilerable magnitude; and the saltness of
ith waters i3 said to exceed that of the ocean,

The ebly aned Aow are consrderable at Venice and

other places, The bora or NE, wind is the most
formidalle obstacle to ity sufe navigation., It
comes on in swdden and impetnous squalls, which
generally continue for three days, and in an
advaneed season from 9 to 15 of more. A vessel
overlaken by it should always make for g porl. or
anchorage ground on the I, couast, those on the W,
being open and unsafe, The SE. wind throws up
a heavy sea; but iy not dangerons, as vesscls may
casily get fo an anchorage on the F. shore.
Venice, Trieste, Ancona, and Fiume are the prin-
cipal irading ports on the Adriatic,
ALRSCIIOT, a town of Belginm,
bant, on the Demer, ¢ miles NE, Louvain,® Pop,
SR80 In 1856, It was formerly fortilied ; and has
some breweries and distilleries,
AFFGHANISTAN, the name applicd to a
- eowntry of Central Asia inhalited by the Affirhan
nation ; and, sometimes, to a kingdom of which
that country formed the prineipal part, In the
Iatter sense, the houndaries of Affghanistan have
heen subject to the same political changes which
have affected other Asiatic states. In the former,
comsidered as the country of the Affghan people, it
may be described as extending from the 3tth to
the 35th degree of N, latitude, and from the £2nd
to the 7lat degree of I, longitude; having the
Indus on the K., the erest of the Himaleh or Hin-
doo-Coosh, and part of the Paropamesan or Goor
nountaing on the N.; the istricts of Seeweestan,
Cuteh Gundava, and Sareewaun, with part of the
desert of Beloochistan on the S.; part of Sistén,
with Ghorian of Khorasan on the woest : and Moer-
ghaly and the Hazareh conntry on the NW.  Ao-
cording to the most recent anthority (Bellew,
Mission to Attrhanistan in 1857, e 1, 23, Affchan-
1tan i3 not so designated by the Affghans them-
selves, although the name is not unknown to ihem,
By the Affghans their couantry 1s usually called
‘ Urlayat’ (hence the term ‘ Urlayate” often ap-
plied to its people by the natives of Hindustan),
or hative countrv; but it is also distinguished by
two appellations, including different portions of
tertitory, viz, * Caubul,’ or ¢ Kabulistan,” which in-
clizdes ull that mountainous region worth of Ghazni
. and Sufaid Koh, as far as Hindoo-Cloosh, limited
| Towards the west by the Ilazareh country (the
ancient Paropamisus), and castwird By the Abba-
S, or Father of Rivers, the nius ;. and ¢ Kho-

prov. 8, Dra-
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 extensive tract of country, Alpine in its eastern
limits, and table-land or desert in its western ex—
tent, which stretches southward and westward from
about the latitude of Ghazni, and berders on the
cotfines of Persia, from which towards the south
1t 1s sepatated by the desert of Sistan. To the
Affrhans the Persiam province of Khorassan is
known by the name of Ivan, The existing poli~
tical state of Affrhanistan may be said to lie
between lat. 26° 50’ and 36° 30" 3 ; long, 602 and
72° 30" K., having E, the Panjaul: S. Buhalpoor,
Sinde, and Beloochistan: W, the Persian domi-
nien; and N. Independent Turkestan, from which
it is separated by the Hindoo-Coosh. ,

Divisions and Aspect of the Co untry.—~The former
depending rather upon natural features and forma-
tion than upon political or artificial arrangement,
will best: be noticed in describing the latter. This,
s0 far’as is known, presents an aggrecation of
meuntamous groups and ranges, diverging from
certain principal peints, and thus becomes divided
inte numerous vallevs of greater or lesser size,
which are watered by streams of corresponding
magnitude, and which sometimes stretch out into
plains of considerable extent, The south face of
the Hindoo-Coosh is furrowed by a variety of sub-
ordinate glens and ravines, which carry their waters
to the Caubul river. This strcam, which rises near
(thiznee, but drains also the highlands of Kohistan,
runs in a large and frequently very broad valley
from that city to the Indus, which it enters at
Attock, It separates the mountains of Hindoo-
Coosh from those to the southward, which, origi-
nating in the huge peak of Speengur or Suffeed-
koh (White Mountain), spread cast -and west,
<onfining the Caubul valley on the south, and
stretch in a varicty of huge ranges 1n that
dircetion : one of these uniting with that of the
Tucht-e-Soly-maun, extends to Dereh (hazee
khan; another enters Seeweestan : anid another,
tending more to the westward, by Shawl and
I’1sheen, sinks into the deserts of Beloochistan and
Sistén,

1he Caubul valley is the most important of the
hatural divisions thus constituted, It confains the
largest river, the finest plains, and the prineipal
cities of the country, including the ancient town
of Ghiznee; and extends from the westward of
Baumian te the Indus, a distance of more than
200 miles. It is subdivided into several aections,
of which the western is formed Ly Kohistan or
“the Highlands,” comprising the valleys and low-
lands of Nijrow, Panjsheer, Ghorebund, Tugow,
and (ozheen, which are all blessed with a delight-
ful climate, embellished with the finest SCenery,
produce the finest. fruits in abundance, and are well
watered and cultivated.

Lugmaun, also on the north side of the Iver,
comprehends the vall cvs of Alingér and Alisheng,
with numerous subordinate glens, all cqually rich
and beautiful.  The fertile plains of Jelallabad
afford the produce of both torrid and temperate
climates.  The Dell of Coonnur forms but & bed
for the rapid river of Kashkar, which, traversing
Kafleristan, here pierees the Himileh range to join
that of Caubul, The small valieys of Punjecora
and Bajour pour their streams info the more ex-
tensive and very fertile district of Swaut, where
forest, pasture, and eultivated land are found ad-
mirably blended, and every valvable fruit end
gramn is produced. The same description will apply
to Boonere, Choomla, and all the glens that dis-
chargee their waters into the Caubul or Indus rivers
from the north, Peshawur, the lower division of
the great 15 divided from the plains

-aubul valley,
of Jelallahad by a range of small hills, which streteh

rassan,’ or ¢ Zabulistan,” which includes all that

trom the Ilindoo-Coosh gcross to the Suffeed-koh,
¢ 2
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It is well watered and extremely rich, but suilers
from heat in summer.

Damaun, which signifies the ‘skirt,’ and is the
tract between the foot of the Solymaun mountains
and the river Indus, is poorly cultivated and thinly
inhabited ; being chicily hard tenacious clay, scan-
tilv covered with tamarisk and thormy shrubs. It
is bounded on the north by the Salt range of the
Khuttuk country, andsiretchessouthward to Dereh
Ghazee Khan, _ A wide extent of mountains in-
torvenes betwedn this district and the valleys which
furrow the western face of the Solymautt range;
hut even in this wild region we hear of fertile tracts,
The plain of Boree, for instance, is compared by
the natives to that of Peshawur for extent and
richness ; the rivers Zhohe and Gonmul water some
fine valleys; and Tull, Cheoteealee, and I urrah
are mentioned as well peopled and cultivated.

Among ¢he vallevs opening westward, those of
Shawl, Burshore, Pisheen, Yessoon, Salch, Urgh-
essan, Guashtd, are described as interspersed with
well cultivated spots. hut as more generally suted
to pasturage than agrieulture; hut the two fivst
are stated to be rich and productive.  Bevond
thiese, 1o the NW., the river Turnul, rising near
(ihiznee, but en the southern slope of the country,
runs throwgh a poorly watered antt 11} ealtivated
district, till, to the westward of Kandahar, it 13
joined by the Urgundab, and both fall into the
yrreat river Helmund, The distriet of Kandahar
is fertile and highly cultivated, but is circumseribed
within narrow limits by ihe desert,  In ltke manner
the fertile valley of Herat, which may be 30 miles
long by 15 wide, constitutes the most Important
portion of that district.

A vast and varied sarface, such as has heen de-
scribed, must naturally exhibit much diversity of
aspect and fertility, Of the mountamons tracts,
gume are covered with deep forests of pine and
wild olive trees; others afford exeellent pasturage
for sheep and cattle, while others again are bare,
rocky, and sterile.  Of the valleys, as we have
seen, many are fertile, well watered, and wootlod,
eapecially those which pieree the Hindoo-Consh
range; while others, particularly to the south, are
hare, or covered only witbtamarisk and thorny
shrihs, -

Mountains.— These have been already men-
tioned. The chief tanges are those of ILindoo-
(‘unsh, or Hlimaleh ; the Speengur or Saffeed-kob,
ealled RAjgul by Captain Burnes, a hranch from
which joins the Solymann mange; and  perhaps
that of Khojeh Amran, which secis to he the pro-
temgation of a spur from the last-mentionerd range.
The Hindoo-Coosh, or Himéleh, is deserihed by
Mr. Liphinstone as rising above the Jevel of T'e-
ahawur in four distinet ridzes, the lowest of whicl,
slear of snow on the 24th of Fehruary, was clothed
with forests of oak, pine, and wild olive, and a
profuse variety of fruit trees, and oraceful herbs
and flowers, The mecond was still more denselv
wouiled ; the third was at that time white with
snow : and hevond rose the glittering and stupen-
dons erest of the true Ilimaleh, spiring into sharp
peaks and bold masses,

Captain Burnes states that the term ITindoa-
Coosh, though applied generally to tlas chain,
whicl is a continuation of the IHimaleh, belongs
properly to one single peak, forming the western
Tntiress of the range, which beyend that point de-
elines in height, and ix lest in the Paropamesan
or Chior mountains.  The peak of Koh-e-Baba,
estimated by him at 18,000 feet higly, 39 the only
one eovered with perpetual snow to the westward
of {he passes,  Lattle is known of the heteht of
ihe other rangres, bat the Soffecd-Kob ablains 114
name front its snowy eap. The Tuchf-e-Solymaun
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is estimated at 12,000 feet in height ; and there 18-
a very lofty peak to the south-west, named Kund.

Rivers—The principal of thesc have alse been
mentioned. They are the Caubul, the Helmund,
the Turnuk, and Urchundab; the Goomul, the
Zhobe, the Lorah, The courses of the three last
are Httle known, and their wafers are lost in the
sand, exeepting in the time of floods,

There are no lakes of any vonsequence known
to exist in Affghamstan,

Climate and Soil—These vary in an extremo
degeree, aceording to loeality,  In the eastern part
of the Caubul vallev and in those to the south,
hordering on Cutch Gundava, the heat is sufficient
to mature all the products of India, such ax fhe
sugar-cane, indigo, and some of the tropical fruits;
while the northern valléxs abound in the produc-
tions of cold regions, and the mountains are co-
veored with forests of pines.  According to Ferrier
(History of the Affchans, p. 257), the soil of
Affrhanistan resemblés that of the rest of the great

table-land of Central Asia.© Within the princi-

pality of Caubul, and the northern part of thal of
Ilerat, are high mountains covered with forests,
having between them vast argillaceous plains well
supplied with water, covered with fields, and sus-
ceptible of every speetes of eultivation. The pﬂl‘l’ilﬁ]t
south of Herat and Kandahar also consists of nl-
mense plaing, but . generally arid, ranning-from
cast fo west, and bordered by a chain of sierile
mountains, The seil ofsthese plains is sandy, and
alisorhs so muech water as to ereate a great searcity

of that necessary of life within their Imits, and

the inhabitauts are obliged to obtain by lomyr and
toilsome labour that which nature has demied thent
at the surface. They dig a deep hole at the foot
of & mountain “where they expect to find water,
and having sncceeded,Mead it to their villages by
a subterrancan canal connecting a series of wells.
If the country unhappilvy becomes the theatre of
war, the first operation of the invading army is to
destiroy them, and deprive the'peeple they come to
attack of their supply of water. 1t is to this un-
happy mania of destructiveness, especially in tlas
particular form, that the depopulation of Affghaun-
istan is principally to be aseribed : immense tracts
of country have In eansequence been abandoned,
and beeome arid; they belong £o no one; the land
ts valueless, and cannot be sold,

Mineral Products.—The mineralogy, as well as
the geology, of Affghanistan, is but Jittle known,
Burnes tellz us of two sorts of sulphur, of wells of
petrolenm or naphtha; and, of what may prove
siill more valuable, of ecoal, which exists in the
distriet of Cohat, below Peshawur,  Vast quanti-
ties of iron, leasd, and sulpbur are found in the moun-
tains of Aflphanistan, as well as mercury and as-
hestos—the latter called singui-pembe—and silver,
But this inineral wealth is entirely unexplored and
unused, (Ferrier, History of the Affzhans,)

Agriculture is in the same tude state as in Ler-
sin and most Asiatic countries. The soil 18 broken
by & cronked log of wood, sometimes shod wilth
iron, which is generally dragged by oxen s and ir-
rization is resorted fo wherever rain does not fall
in sufficient abundance to bring forward the crops.
Only the richest and most promising tracts are
thus emploved; so that, as the scasons are usually
regular, the harvest afforded, even by so rwde a
process, 18 for the most part abundant. Wheat,
barlex, rice, maize, form the produce of the more
temperate regions 3 while in the warmer, the
smaller grains common to [ndia, as moongy, clvwn-
na, jour, dal, &, with the sugar-cane, cotton,
tobaces, indigoe, madder, &c., reward the farmer’s
Iabonrs,  ITortieuliure is carried to a considerable
extent in the neighbourhood of the prineipal



AFFGHANISTAN

towns; and to the fruits of Europe, in high per-
fection, are added grapes, pomepranates, figs, the
mango, orange, lemon, guavas, plantains, and
other fruits of India. Vepretables are also reared
i great abundance, and of excellent quality ; of
these, two, the rhubarb (ruwasly) and the assafietida
plant, deserve mention: the former is used when
young and tender, blanched artificially, and is eaten

both raw and dressed in great quantities, as a vory
wholesome delicacy 3 the Iatter is not only calti-
vated for its valuable gum, but is eaten roasted,
when it springs young from the carth, like the
Hower of 2 caulitfower in appearance. It i3 cs-
teemed a great delicasy ; but it smells so strong,
that, to those unaccustomed to its odour, one head
of 1ty while being cooked, s enough to poison the
air of a whole camp,

The principal animals of Affehanistan are the
harse, camel, and sheep,  The first two are larirely
exported into India, and are bred cliefty in the
western parts of the country, The eamel and
shieep eonstitute the main wealtlhh of the nomad |
teihes, together with cows, bulfuloes, and goats,
All the sheep in Affzhanistan are of the fat-tailed
variety, and arc remarkable for the peculiarly
brown colour of their wool, From the skins of
these sheep, properly prepared, are made the pos-
Ling, or sheep-skin coats, the common dress of all
classes of the people.  The wool of the white-
fleceed sheep forms an important item of the
staple exports of the comutry, whilst their flesh
constitutes the chief animal food of the lower
classes.  The principal wild animals of the plains
are the prazelle, the jackal, the fox, and the wolf,
smiined to the western deserts Is the wild ass,
caulled, from its colour, the ¢ gorakhar,” or white
ass,  Throughout the moentainous distriets are
found the tiger, leopard, lynx, anud hymna; also
the bear and monkey, with mure rare specimens of
the ihex, the wild goat, and the elk, or ¢hara-sing.’
(Lellew's Mission to Affghanistan in 1857, pp. 11
-1,

Maniufuctures are confined to home-made stuffs
of cotton and wool, and a little silk, which serve
for the dress of the inhabitants: little or nothing |
13 manufactured for export,

Commerce.—The disturbed state of' the country
for a suceession of years has been unfavourable to
trade ; and the large and valuable caravans which
formerly carried the rich productions of India and
Cashmere to Caubul and 1lerit, for the consump-

tion of the courts at these cities, or for transit, by |

Yez, into 1’ersia, have dwindled down to the
singllest dimensions, There iz still, however, a
less extensive tratlic carried on, chiefly by a pas-
toral tribe called the Lobanees, oceupying much
of the couniry between ihe Indus and Ghiznee,
who at certain perivds of the year repair to India |
to suake their purchases, or receive goods from
those who have brought them fromn thence, at the
ferry of Kaheree, With these they return, carry-
g them on their own eamels, through their own
country, by the Golairee pass, and the valley of
the Goomul, not enly to Ghiznee and Caubul, but
northward, across the muountains, to Tlerkhara,
Captain Burnes states, that a thousand caimel-
loads of English and Indian ehintzes, ealicoes and
musling, brocades, shawls, Punjab turbans, spices,
&e,, are yearly consumed in Caubul; in retumn for
which are sent back horses in great numbers, mac-
der, saffron, assafetida, and fruit, hoth frosh and
lried, In large quantities, An ofticial report of M. §
Davies, seeretary to the government of the Pun-
Jab, states that ameng the exports from Kurrachee,
the tellowing are hrought down ihrongh the Biluch
and Affghan mountains :—DMadder, 12,2987, : asxa-~

fudida, 2,206L ; raw silk, 1751 sheep’s wool,
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815,104, ; horses, 92,651f ; and fruit, 14,9147,
(Heport on the Trade of Central Asia, printed
among the House of Commons’ Papers, Felbruary,
1864,) The commerce of Affzhanistan, on the
whole, is increasing, and will probably continue to
do so. The opening of the river Indus for trade,
a channel which, with the Caubul river, enables
goods te be conveyed into the heart of Asia, can-
not fail to stimulate the cemmercial propensities
of the people, and give rise to a vast increase of
traffic, P
Population,—There are ne very trustworthy
data on which to ground a tolerably aecurate os-
timate of the population of this country, 1t must
vary greatly in different districts. The rich tracts
bordering the Caabul river, and the fertile gleng
that penetrate the Hindoo-Coosh, are certainiy
maore denscly peopled than the high _nd bleak
pastorval countries to the west, Mr, Klphinstone,
from the best information he could obtain, las
menttoned the supposed numbers of several of the
priveipal ¢lans; but it is to be feared that these
are not to be depended on. Thus the Eussufze-
lices, who occupy a very smgll district at the
extreme NI, corner of the country, are set down
ag ¢00,000 souls at least; and the whole of the
Berdoorinees, a collection of tribes including the
Lussufzehees, who inhabit a country of about
15,000 squ. m., are estimated at nearly 1,400,000,
or 30 to the squarc miie. Fhe Dooranees, on the
contrary, who occupy at least 52,000 squ. m,, are
sald to amount te enly 800,000 or & million, bheing
from 174 to 14% per square mile, The Ghiliees,
m like manner, from 500,000 to 600,004 gouls, are

spread over 1,500 squ. m., or about 440 per square

mile, This is on a calculation of five individuals
to a family, which is too little in these countriea,
Now the whole of Affgrhanistan as here defined
does not quite amount to 170,600 sq. m, of surface,
of which suppose the riclier parts, such as, and

including the, |
5q. m. Persq. m, Toyp.
Berdoordnee country, to be . 30,000 at 90 2,700,000

Conntry of secondary fer-

tility . . . . 20,000 40 800,000
Poor high land, such as much

of the Dooranee country . 60,000 18 1,080.800
The remainder, taken at a

low average v . . BOLDGD 20 1,200,000

170,000 5,780,000

Add estimated amount of Tanjiks, &e.
scaticred over the country and in cities 1,500,000
Total ' . . . 7,280,000

And this is independent of Hindoos, &c., who
are stated to be numerous,

This estimate, founded on the vague nmmhers
stated above, would give to Affyhanistan a popu-
lation of more than seven millions, or nearly 43
to the squ. m., which taking into aceount the vast
tracts of high and unproductive Jands on the west
of the Solymaun range, and north of Kandahar
and Zeemeendawur, i3 undoubtedly far beyoud
the. truth,

On the other hand, Mr. Ferricr gives the follow-
ing estimate and elassification of the population :

Afgham AR

Province of Kandahar . . 600,000 300,000
Ditta Caubul . « 1,604,000 K00, 040
Total . o 2,200,000 1,100,800

t The provinee of Herit is now under a distinet

Aftghan povernmoent, but oiherwise resembles the
above-named principalities. Mr; Ferrier's census
is as follows 1=

Parsivans, &ec.

600,000

Afghans.

Herdt . . . o . 300,000
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The general total is4,200,000,which is considerably
above the estimate of Lient,-Col. Lumsden, in the
report of his mission to Affghanistan in 1857, On
the whole, and upon grounds of analogy and pro-
bability, therefore, rather than from any existing
data, the population of Affghanistan may, perhaps,
be regarded as little exceeding four millions,

Tribes,—The Affhan nation is composcd of a
great number of tribes, who claim a, coOmIMOn
origin, and differ intrinsically very much from all
their neighbourg, This origin is very obsenre. A
native history dbrives them from Surl, the king
of Israel, whose progeny was carned away i the |
time of the captivity; but no proof of this is ad-
duced, and Mr. Elpbinstone elasses this among
other fabulous genealogies. The name A ffohan is
not known to the people, who esll themselves:
Pooshtoon, in the plural Pooshtinneh, (rom whence
by corruption, Peitdn or Patin, the name they
have obtained in India; and of their great anti-
quity there is no reasonable doubt, Durnes says,
the "Aftuhans call themselves ¢ Bin-i-Isracel, or
children of Israeel: Dut consider the term of ¢ Ya-
hoodee, or Jew, to be onc of reproach, The
tribes of Soor and Lodi, from both of whieh kings !
have sprung, are mentioned as owing their orygin
to the union of an Arab chief, Khaled ibn Abdaol-
la, with the daughter of an Affghan chief, in A, .
682: and Mahmood of Ghiznee, thongh sprung
from another race, ruled over the Affglans in the
ninth century. According to their own traditions,
the whole of the tribes descended from the sous
of one Kyse or Kais Abdor-resheed, whe, whether
a teal or imaginary character, 33 the person fo.
whom all their genealogies refer; but as it would |
be impossible to examine all these, the following
classification must suffice in enumerate the prin-
cipal tribes, with their Aabitats, as they at prescut
exist \—

FasTERY DIivIsiny.— Herdoordanecs.

Eunssuffzehoees, Poshawur Lribes, Bungush.
Osman Kheil. K hylnrecs, Khuttuk.
Turcolaneces.
Neighbonurhood of Salt Range.

Esaawkheil, Bunnonses. K hoostoes,
Sheotucks, Dowors,

- Tribes of Damaun,
Dowlntkheil. Baboors. GFundeporees,
Meankheil, Stooreeanees,

CENTRAL DIVISION.—fncluding Mounfain Tribes,

Jilices, Vizeeroeed, Amnurrecs,
F00THOS, Murheils. Sheerances. |
J audring, Moonakheil. SPeontersens

WESTERN DIVIsSIoN ,—ooranees.

Zeerulk, Pungepoar.
Popul-zehee. Noor-zehae,

Alleko-zeha, Adi-zohuee,
Baurik-zchoee. Tekhak-zeleo,
Atchik.zehee, Kougane,
Makoo.
Gilgees,

Tooran. Fooran.
Hotukee, Bolymankheil.
Tukhiec, Alikheil.

Tineler.

Turrukce.
Sheerpah, YWurilncks,
K harotece. Baraitehes,

Tor Tercens.

National Character.—This aggregation of tribes,
though exhibiting considerable diversity in cus-
toms, lress, and appearance, among themselves,
form, taken togetber, a nation smgularly homo-
oeneous ; yet Mr Elphinstone rtemarks, that

to ihe apathy of that which he had left.
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different tribes, I find it difficult to select those
great features which all possess in common, and
which give a8 marked national character to the
whole of the Affrhans’ And this becomes the
more perplexing, because cven the virtues and
attributes on which they most value themseives,
and which separate them most from their neigh-
bours, are apt to be misunderstood or overlooked
by ’ ‘Thus, an English stranger might
regard tner wild freedom as but a savape mixture
of anarchy and arbitrary power, Alarmed at the
absence of any organised government, or regnlar
courts of justice, and witnessing the snmmary
inflictions of retributive and custemary law, he
mipht fancy that violence and revenge eutircly
usurped the place of justice and equity ; while the
rde hospitality, the bold and simple manners, and
martial and lofty spirit of the people, would
scarcely in hig mind compensate for their proue-
ness to violence and rapine—to the deccit and
fraud which are the vices necessatily engendered

'y the lawless freedom in whicli they exult,

"The traveller from India, on the other hand,
stekened with the servile vices of its pliant, timid,
and indolent Inhabitants, would probably be fa-
vourably impressed, not less with the bold and
independent, hearing of his new acquamntance, than
with fheir sobricty, their superior energy, thelr
strong and active forms, their fair complexions,
and features marked and striking even to harsh-
nesa: and he might view, in the stormy mdepen-
dence of their mode of life, a favourable contrast
The
reanlt in both eases might be, that, mingled with
many a vice and fatling, he would find the germ
of many a virtue and noble quality; and that
however mueh he might lament their great fatl-
ings, he would not be able to deny them a portion
of his esteem. "

One of the strongest characteristics of this peo-
ple, according to all travellers, is their hospitality,
which 1s founded on national feeling, and there
are some usages connected with this prineple
which deserve mention.  The first 1s that of Nen-
neewutee (two Affelian words, signifying, ¢ I have
come in '), by whiclt & person having a favour to
entreat. goes to the house of the individual on
whom it depends, but refuses to sit on his earpet or
partake of his food until the boon be granted; and
thiz, if in the power of the party besought, custom
makes it imperative on him to concede, A still
strongor appeal 18 the second, heing made by a
woman, when she sends a person ber veil, and 1m-

i plorex assistance for herself or for her family,

Al persons, even a man's bitterest cnemy, 18
safe under the protection of his roof; but this
protection extends not beyond the lands of the
village, or at most of the tribe; and it is not un-
common for the stranger who has henefited by it,
and experienced the kindest treatment, to he
robhed and plandered when once bevond s 1n-
fluence, ¢There is no point in the Affghan
character,” remarks Mr, Elphinstone, ¢ of which it
1z more difficult to get a clear idea, than the mix-
ture of sympathy and indifference, of generosity
and rapacity, which is observable in their conduct
to strangers. . . . S0 much more do they attend to
granting favours than to respecting mghts, that
the same Affghan who would plunder a traveller
of his eloak if he had one, would give him a cloak
if he had none.” In this, as well as in their regard
for hospitality, their customs muach resemble those
of the Desert Arabs.

The pastoral tribes in the west are more addicted
to rubbery and thett than the agriealtural ones; but,

| 301 croanveral s rrowions nderstauding swath the cliies.
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safety; and the Affghans, it is said, are less prone
to add murder to plunder than most other rapacious
tribes. They gre reproached with ignorance, bar-
barism, and stupidity, by the Persians, but on no
sufficicnt grounds, They are less polished, it is
irue, and have less of worldly knowledg® than their
reproachers ; but are in gencral prudent, sensible,
and observant, and are less indifferent to truth
than most of their neighbours. Like most moun-
taincers, they are proud of their lincage, and will
hardly acknowledge one who cannoi prove six or
seven descents. Like Highlanders too, they are
highly mnational. Love of individual freedom,
strong though 1t be, 18 exceeded by devotion to
family and clan, and this scems by no means to
prejudice thetr love of country at large; for the
*Nung du Poosh tauneh,) or, honour of the Aff-
ghan name, which ig one of the feelings warmest
1 their breasts, appears to be equalled by loeal
attachments, so strong m all mountaineers, A
native of the wildl valley of Hpeira, who for some
offence had been furced to wander abroad, declared
on s return that he had ¢scen all Persia, India,
Georgia, Tartary, and Beloochistan, but in all my
travels | have seen no such place as Speiga,’ < To
sum up their character in a {ew words,’ says Mr,
Elphinstone, with whom subsequent travellers are
in perfect agrecment, ¢ their vices are, revenge,
envy, avarce, rapacity, and obstinacy; on the
other hand, they are fond of liberty, faithfiul to
their friends, kind to their dependants, hospitable,
brave, hardy, frugal, laborious, and piudent; and
they are less disposed than the nations in their
neighbourliood to fulschood, mtngue, and deceit.’

Customs, Munners.—The former of these heads
comprehends the mternal government of the
tribes. This is patriarchal, Tribes are sulxlivided
into branches, which are termed ooloos, and each
of these are commonwealths, which have their
chiel’ or speen-zherah (literally white beard), or
mulftk {master), 1f small; or if large, a2 khan, who
13 always chosen from the oldest family, and is
sometimes selected by the king, soinclimes by the
peopie.  These carry on the internal government,
ht conjunction with certain assemblies of heads of
divistons, which are called Jeerza, and which
determine all matters of consequence. In cival
actions the statutes of Mahomet are gencrally
aldliered to: but eriminal justice i3 administered
accorling to Pooshitunwulice, or Aftehan usagre, a
system sulliciently rude, and founded on the law
of retaliation, 'Fhis, however, as tending to per-
petuate feuds and quarrels, 13 modified by judi-
ciul jeergas composed of khans, elders, and mool-
lahg, who tuflict suitable penalties on offenders;
and in fact this whole system iz subject to various
and considerable modifications,

A family forced or induced to qut s ooloos
may be recetved info another; and once received,
it iy treated with pecular atfention, and placed 1n
all respects on an cquality with the onginal
members of the community.  Every ovoloos, inore-
over, has many persons called Humsayahs {or
commpanions), whe are not Affrhang, and who are
regarded with consideration, but not permitted to
share in the administration of affwirs. Of such
kheils oolposes and tribes the nation 1s composed ;
anid when placed under one soverelgn, has seldom
viehkded him a full or implicit obedience, Dr.
Flphinstone has compared it to that yiclded Ly
Beotland of old te its kings, who ruled pretty
absolutely over the principal towns and country
in their vicinity, but whose authonty dimimshed
as it extended to the extremities of the kingdomn
whose court nobles were inordinately prowd, and
whese more distant chiefs were nearly inde-
pendent, -
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Women, Marriage.— Their customs with - re-
gard to their females are nearly those of most
Mohammedan countries; those in towns are jea- -
lougly secluded, those in the country have greater
liberty. They purchase their wives, who there-
fore are regarded as property. The husband can
divorce at pleasure ; and a man marries the widow
of a deceased brother, The latter, decidedly Jewish
custom, iz strictly adhered to, and it is a mortal
affront for any other man but the brother to take
the widow without his consent; but she is not
forced to marry at all. The #e¢ for marriage is
twenty among men, sixteen for women. In towns,
courtships resemble those in Persia.  In the coun-
try, matches are made more according to the liking
of the parties. 1 a Jover can cut off a lock of his
mistress’s hair, or snatch away her veil, and in
daoing so proclaim her his affianced wife, 1o other
will approach her with these views, and he gene-
rally obtaing the consent of her parents on pay-
ment of her price; if not, they clope; and his
offence, which ranks not less pgravely than a
murder, is settled by intervention of parties,
Among some tribes the hbridegroom earns his
wife by service, as Jacob did Rachel; some permit
not the least familiarity before mamage, others
an excessive and perilous degree of it, Polygamy
is permitted, as in other Mohammedan countries,
but less practised; the poor content themselves
with one, those of middle rank with two wives,
and perhaps as many concubines. The wives of
the rich live in luxury and indolence; the poor
not only employ themselves in household, but in
field labour. In towns they go about, as in Persia,
veiled from top to toe; in the country they only
vell in the prosence of strangers, and that more
from decency than obligation. The Affghan women
are sald to be correct in conduct and deportment;
but adultery or incontinence is punished with
death to both parties upon the spot, by the injured .
relative,

Lducation 1s conducted much as in the conter-
mious countries. A villape mooliah, or school-
master, teaches the children of the poor to say
their prayers and to read the Koran; the rich
keep lallizs, or private tutors, in their houses; the
villagre schoclmasters are paid in allotments of
land and some small fees. Those intended for
the learned professions go to towns, and live in
colleres instituted for the purpose of instruction,

Literature 13 at a very low cbb, The Pooshtoo
language is an original steck, embracing & good
deal of Persign, with some Zend and Sanscrit
words: they use, in writing it, the Niskee cha-
racter of the Persian alphabet; but there are few
or no works of much repute in the language,

fleligion.—The Affghans are all Mohammedans
of the Soonee persuasion, and are superstitious
cnough, believing in  alchemy, astrolopy, and
magic; but are far from being intolerant to
others, Hindoos remain unmolested, on paying
a slight tax, Christians sustain neither persecu-
tion nor reproach; they are called people of the
bovk, as deriving their tenets from a written
source, which they themselves respect, instead of
being pagans, as the Hindoos, Sheahs are de-
tested more than any seet: yet the country is
full of Persian sheahs, many of whom held im-
portant offices under the crown, and now do so
under the several chiefs, Sooffecismn (or free-
thinking), though denounced by the mocllahs, is
common, and gains ground among the higher
orders, The priests and moollahs, like those of
Persix, are avaricions, hyvpoeritical, and higoted,
as well as arrogant and overbearing, and they
excrt a very absolute and dangerous power over
the people. Tlas is strengthened by the occa-
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sional excreise of good offices, and by the in-
fluence of some rare examples of wisdom and
virtue, evinced in repressing blondshed and vio-
lence, DBut the blind regard of the Atlzhans for
these Loly impostors is chiefly attributable to
their irnorance and superstition, whicl lead them
almaost o adore all dervishes and othoer ascetics,
and to visit their tombs as those of canonised
saints,

Lersonal Appearance, Amusements,—The men
of Affhanmistan are for the most part robust, ge-
nerally lean, thofrh bony and muscular, They
have eclevated noses, high check boues, and long
Inveess there hair 18 commimly black, sometimes
hnmn rarely red; they wear long thick beards,
breat, ﬂ]u-wv the middle of the head: the western
{ribes are stouter than those to the east; the lat-
ter have darker complexions, and more strongly
marked features: therr demeanonr is frank and
opely, equally free from stateliness and puerility :
they are very social, delighfing in dinuer-parties,
ﬁmukmg aftor {hmlr;-r, and sifting in a circle telling
storics of Kingg, viziers, and genii, or amg‘mg
songrz, generally about love, to the sound of -
struments Like rade guitars, fiddles, and banthoys:
they tike much snuffy, of a high-dried fine-pow-
idleredt zort, hke the RBeotch: they are fomd of the
chase, drviyr the game mte some valley, and
killing great. quantities; also of ecoursing hares,
ﬁmuq anul ileer with greyhounds; and thw n:h-
down partridges in the open ground, tiring them
out till they can knock them down with ticks:
they are also fond of horse-racing and fighting
cocks, quails, tums, dogs, antl even camels. The
woestern Affghans have a dance, called the attum
or ghoomboor, in which ten or twenty people
move In strange attitudes, shouting and clapping
Laods iu a circle, round a single person, who plays
ot an instrument in the centre. The national
costume appears to consist ot a loose pmr of
trowsers of dark cotton =tuft’y a liree shirt, hke a
wilgroner's  {rock, reaching a httle below the
knees; 4 ow cap, the sides bemg of bilack silk or
safin, awd the top of some sort of brocade; hall-
boots, lacing up 1o the calfy and a cloak of soft
vrey folt, or of well- t.umml sheepskin with the
wool inside.  The women wear s shirt like that of
the men, but much longer and of finer matenals,
coloured or embroidered with sillk ; their trousers
are tighter than those of the men; a small cap of
brigrht-eoloured silk, embroidered with gold thread,
comes dewn to the forelicad or the ears; and they
throw over their head a large sheet of plain or
printed cotton, with which they hide their face
when a stranger approaches § thLv divide the hair
on the brow, and plait it into two locks which
fasten bhoehind 3 they wear round their head srengs
ol Venetian Hpquin:'-:, andl ehaing of gold or silver,
which are hooked up, and end 1 two larese halls |
hanging down on either side: ¢ar rines, finger
ritiges, andd nose pendants are worn,  In towns the
tasbions more appreach those of Persia, particu-
Jarly to the westward,

Uf enefivichuad ’}'raﬂes.—-“hat has been said
applies to the nation in general ; but almost every
tribe has its pecaliae ¢charac thath, which ean be
but shortly touched upon,  The DBerdooranees,
who veenupy the north-eastern districts, are brave
huat quarrelsome, active, Indnstrions; but selfish,
Diecoted, and remarkable for vice and dvlmurhprv
[hur (Iu{l,l'rf=1-=l}rm- flhpual!llm 15 thm:g_-;ht to have
;.-;n en origin to a sort of federative alliance, offen-
sive and defensive, amongr tribes and ﬁuhdlnamns
called Goondeey, which were held more binding
than ties of blood, IFrom these Goondees, how-
ever, were excepted the INussufzelices, the most
puwerfui and uumerous, a3 well as most haughty,
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insoient, and turbulent tnbe of the Berdooranees,
who are sail to number 700,{}} gouls. They now
occupy HSwaut, Bunere, P'unjecora, &e., and are
notorious for the anarchy whicl: rergns among
their oolooses. Though an agnculturﬂl people,
they do nof themselves labour ; this is left to their

fukirs, a species of wvilliins or sen'antfs, consisting
of strangrers or mdividuials of eonguered tribes of
other nations, reduced to serve these invaders, and
profected by them for their services. Their mas-
ters, or hawennds, can beat or kll them at plea-
sure, but are bound by enstom to protect themg
and provided they pay the customary tax, and do
their work, they may engagre otherwise m trade
as they p‘mwv and are commouly treated mildly,

The Foorkolanees, who are brave, active, indns-
tricus, anud cheerful, are all subject to one powoerful
chief, whe exercises over them a very puweriul
authority,

The Khyrberees, who possess the upper branches
of the Rajeul or Speengur mountain, and derive
their name from the formidable pass of Kliyvber,
are the most rapacious and treacherous roblers of
all Affpchunistan @ no previous agrecment secures
the traveller from their agsaults; they waich the
approach of the earavan, matchlock in hand, and
clivose their vietuos with certainty and Security.
They are a lean muscuwlar race, ﬂ]]it‘ﬂ marksmein,
andl carry swords and short spears in addition to
their matehloelk they are altogether more un-
couth than most of their counfrymen.

The Ahutfuhs, occupyving the banks of the
Indus, from the Caubul nver to the Salt range,
are a tall well-favoured people, as remarkable {or
honesty and orderly conduct as is their country
for :Irmrv andl ruerred barrenness,

The tribes of Damaun are said to be more
simple and honest, less bigoted and litigrous, less
vicious and dehawched, than the northern tribes,
‘Fhey are a more hmav and fairer race than the
Berdooranees, and universally wear long hair and
beards. They owe the greater order which pre-
valis m their oolooses to an establishment of ma-

spistrates, formed some filty ot sixty years ago,

which has been eminently efficient,

The Gundepoors are a particularly thievish and
quarrelsome race, 1 spite of a commercial turn,
whicih leads many of them to make annual t,ru{liug*
journeys to India and Khorasan.

The Baboors are a civilised tribe, murh em-
ploved mm merchandise, ‘The Stooreanees were
shepherds, till robbed of their pasture lands by
the Camnkers, when they betonk themselves . to
agriculture, ‘These agricultural tribes have all
fakirs, or 1'11]51111';-,, ke the lussuffzehces,

Of the central division, the Juujees and Toorees,
hereditary enemies, live in the glens and valleys
The country of the
former is colder, ﬂltler, and higher than that of
the latter; the mountain sides are covered with
pines, The Jawdlraus, who dwell in a pleasuant
distnet westwarsd of the rich plain of Bunnoo, are
remarkable only for their disgusting vices, |

The Sheeranees, who inhabit the borders of the
Tukhtu-e-Solymaun, a wild inaccessible couutry,
are very poor and uncivilised, plander every oune,
and are at war with all the wr}rlil vet. they never
hreak their word, and a single individual of their
trihe suffices to seenre the safety of a party: they
are deseribed as wild and savage m their appear-
ance, as in theiwr habits and mode of life, The
Zimurrees, nelghbours of the last, resemble them
closely, but are less inveterately predatory, The

treerees, NYY. of the two last-mentioned tribes,
Iive m little societies, among pine-covered moun-
tains, and are eqnilly wneivibised and addicted to
plunder; vet the smapest escort ensurcs safety,
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and the chiefs, powerful khans, are, it is said, re-
markable for their love of peace. The Vizerces
are divided into a fixed end erratic popnlation.
The long valley of Zawura, which opens on the
Main of Tull and Chooteeallee, is inhabited by the
white and black (speen and for) ZLereens, great
carriers of merchandise between Upper Sinde and
:andahar,

The two most noble and important tribes, how-
ever, are the Dooranees and Ghiljees,  Tleir terri-
tory consists chiefly of high bleak downs, inter-
spersed with hiils, in some parts desert, in others
sparselv cultivated, in all open, bare, aud fit chiefly
{or pasture, They are therefore chiefly a pastoral
people, with patriarchal habits, and five for the
most part 1 tents of black wool. These (Aizhdees)
are fromm 20) to 2o fect long by 10 or 12 broad, and
& or Y high, supported by a row of three poles, aud
closel all round with a curtain, In winter they
are lined with felt, and are warm aud comitortable,
'The country of the Dooranees is A0 miles loug
by 130 broad, extending from the Paropamesan
mountains to the Khojeh Amrin range, They
were formerly called Alulallees, till the late Alimed
Shah, their chiel and soverciem, changed the name,
in consequence of the dream of a famous saint, he
taking that of Shah Dooree Doorin, They may
amount to 800,000 souls; the Suoddeozehee, from
whence sprunir the king, is a sulxlivision of the
Populzehee,  The king is their hereditary chief,
and military commander of the whole: he claims
8 horseman’s service for every plough of land:
and the officers commanding them are the eivil
magistrates of their respective distriets, Lesides
bemg employed in offices of state at court, when
there was a court, The internal government of
the clans is better ruaintained than among other
tribes, and the progress of improvement and civil-
isation ameng the agricultural Dwoorances has
been correspondingly great, They are gencrally
handsome stout men, with good complexions and
fine beards, They are hrave and hospitable; and
though not quite strangers to rapacity, still may
be esteemed the worthiest of their race,

The (fhiljees occupy the upper valley of the
Turnuk, and great part of the Caubul valley, to
the Berdooranee country; a tract which contains
some of the principal ecities, with some fine dis-
tricts of land, buat the elimate of which is cold.
The Ghiljees were formeriy the leading tribe of
Affrhanistan, It was a branch of them that
conquered Persia and broke down the power of
the Seffavean kings; and they are still a high-
minded, brave, and nnmerous people,

The Hotehee and Tokhee are the noblest of their
clans, having produced~--the first, kings: and the
second, their viziers; amd they are a hospitable
and yrood pecple, ranking deservedly as the second
of the Affrhan tribes: they amount to ahout
100,001} families, and resemble much the Dooranees
In appearance, custorns, manners, and dress, though
hating them, as their successful rivals, with an
unquenchable hatred, They are perhaps the
fairest and handsomest of all the Aflghans,

There is yet another class, which, though not
ptrictly Aflirhan, still, as amalgamated with that
people, ought to be mentioned—the Z¥jeks. The
word 13 used in opposition to that of Zoork, the

ceable to the warlike; and it was applied to
the subdued Persians by their Tartar masters, In
Affghamstan they are suppused to be descendants
of Arabs displaced by their conquerors, wlho now
live scattered over the land which they might
once have cultivated as their own,  As tenants or
servants, they are mild, sober, peaceable, and in-
dustnious, and live on good ferms with the Aff-
ghans, who, though thiey reggrd them as inferiors,
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o not treat them with contempt, They are most
numerous in and around the great citics, and are
all zealous soonnies. There are also the Hazarehs
and other allicd tribes, whose language is a dialect
of the Persian; and the Hindkis and Jafs, who
speak Hindi, or rather a dialect of that tongue.
There are also some Kashmires and Armenians
settled at Caubul, but their number is insignificant, .
The EHindkis are very nnmerous and are Hindus
of the military caste, transacting nearly ail the
business of the country, The Jafs are a fine,
athletic, handsome race, usually®ery dark, They
are mostly very poor, and are cmployed as farm-
scrvants, barbers, mustcians, &c¢. The Hindkis
and the Jats number alout 600,004, _

History and Political Changes.— Affrhanistan
having, from the remotest period of authentic
reentd, followed the fortunes of its more powerful
heighbours, or formed but the centre of a greater
whaole, eannot correetly lay claim to any history
of ita own, until after the death of Nadir Shah,
For though several dynasties sprung from its snil,
they never creefed there a separate kingdom of
any duration, unless perhaps in the instance of
subuctageen, father of the celebrated Mahmood
of (zhiznee, who resided at that city before the
rise of his son’s power—a power which extended
over great part of Asia.  (n the murder of Nadir,
in Khorasan, Ahmed khan Abdallee, after an in-
decisive contiiet with the Persian troops of that
conquersr’s army, fought his way with 3,000
Affghan horse to Kandahar, where, seizing on a
convoy of treasure on its way to Nadir's eanap, he
assumed the ensigns of rovalty ; and, at the age
of 23, in October 1747, was crowned as kingr,
the Doorance, Kuzbilbash, Beloochee, and other
chiefs assisting at the cercmony. Wise and pru-
dent beyond his years, Abmed consolidated the
discordant mass of the Affirhan tribes by employ-
ing them in the congenial occupations of foreien
conguest and plander; in which he was so suc-
cessful, that before his death, in June 1773, after
a'reign of 26 years, his dominions extended from
Nighapour of Khorasan to Sirhind of the Punjah,
and from the Oxus to the Indian Qcean.  Ile was
succeeded by his son Timour Shah, a weak and
indolent prince, who died in 1793,

Zemaun Shah, the son of Timour, who was
placed on the throne by a faction headed hy the
queen, began his reign with a promise of energy
and talent, which the event but ill redeemed ; for
after a seven years' reign of ill directed enter-
prises, domesile rebellions, and dark conspiracies,
lie fell a vietim to the revenge of a chief whom he
had provoked, and who first opposed, then seized
the Shah, and delivered him to Mahmood, lis
half-brother and most formidable eompetitor, who
blinded the unfortunate Zemaun.

Mahmood, however, was in hig turn somm O
posed by Shujah-ool-Meolk, full brother of Ze-
maun, who, seizing the treasure at Peshawur,
proclaimed himself king. DBut his prosperity was
short-lived.  Malimouod, who had been made pri-
semer, escaped, and joining with Futeh Khan, the
able chief of the Baurikzehees, who had caused
the ruin of Zemaun, raised a rebellion against
shujah, At this period the British mission under
Mr. Elphinstone arrived at Peshawur: and Lefore
it had well quitted the country, the ill-fated
shujah was forced to fly and scek a refuge withr
Ruljeet Sing, chief of the Sikhs, from whose per-
secutions he afterwards with difficulty escaped {o
throw limself ob the protection of the 1iritish
government at Loodheana, Mahmood, a Kingr
only in name, beeame a pageant m the bhands of
IFuteh Khan, This minister, turning his arms
westward, selzed Heriit, but soon after foll a victim
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to treachery and the feelings of -disgust which hig
arrogance had excited in the mind of his royal
dependant, being first blinded and then put to
death by order of Mahmood and his son Camrin
Meerza, His numerous brothers, alarmed at this
act, fled to their various governments and strong-
holds, exeiting discontent and rebellion through-
out the kingdom, until nothing of his ﬂfll‘!]inl{}llﬂ
remained to Mahmood, save Herdt and its im-
mediate dependencies. Since then the affairs of
Affebanistan pregent little save a series of civil
broils, till the late Sikh chief, Runjeet Sing,
stripped it of Cashmere and PPeshawur, with the
country hetween it and the Indus. It was subse-
quently partitioned among the chiefs of Caubul,
Kandahar, and Herat. The attempt maide by the
English in 1839, to dethrone the fiest of these
chieftains, on account of treachery and bad faicl,
led to some of the severest reverses we have met
with in the Fast. The Bolan Pass, a long and
narrow deﬁle, ieading through the mountains on
the 8. frontier of Affrhanistan, having been passed
with difficulty, the British forces advanced fo
Kandahur ami (thuznece, The latter was taken by
storm on the 22nd July, 1839. The army soon
after entered Caubul; and the chief Shah Shujah
was established on the musnud, Dost Mahomed
Khan having retreated with a few fullnwers be-
yond the Oxus,

A force of about 8,000 men, partly Furopeans
and partly Sepoys, exclusive of native troaps,
having been left in the country (mostly at Can-
bul) to support and consolidate the newly estalb-
lished order of things, the rest of the Dritish army
returned to India.  But no sooner had they with-
drawn, than plots and conspiracies began to be
formedd against the INnglish garnson, Friom some
unexplained fataliiy, the latter did not hecome
fully alive to tlhicir tiallgir 1l the envoys, Sir
Alexander Bumes and Sit William Macwaughien,
had been assassinated, when 1t was Loo late fo
adopt, the precautions nec CRSATY to ensutce their
safety. Being unable to maintain themselves in
Caubul, the troops, amounting to about. 5,000 men,
exc, of an inliniiely preater number of camp-fol-
lowers, women, aml children, comameuced their
retreat from it in January, 1842, The deliles
throngh which they had to pass bemg of the most
impracticable deseription, the cold extreme, and
the attacks of the Affrhans incessant, the retreat
was most disastrous, aned resulted in the all but
total destruction of those engaged in i,

The reeeipt of this melanchely intelligence pro-
duced a great sensation in India aid lu,r_l.uul
Guvernment. immedately resolved to mareh a
fresh army mto f‘ﬁ]wl]:mhtdn to inthier a signal
and well merited punhhrmnf on its treacherons
pesple and chiefs, This was offected 1 1x42,
Having entered Caubul the British froops de-
stroyed its fortifications ; the prisoners and de-
tachments that were left in the country were
relieved; and our ascendancy and the prestige that
had so long been attached to our arms were again
triumphantly restored,  But having wiscly
nounced all idea of maintaining a permanent
footing in the country, we tinally quitted 1t in
Dm‘(mhu* 1542,

Dost Mahomed whoe had surrendered himself
our prisoner was sct free, and refurning to Caubnl
regrained the allf-g'mn-.:e of his former adherents
and subjects. Having fully established himself
" in the capital and central provinees, the outlying
districts became the objeets of his aspirations.  In
1850 he conquered Balkh in Turkestan, and, four
years after, Kandalar, which hie made A prrwuwc
of Canbul, Herat, atter the death in 1852 of Zar
Mahomed Khan, by whomn the defence of Ilerit
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in 1839 had been, conducted, wds governed, by his
son and a succession of till 1856, ih which
year the' Affghans, undér the direction of Raheu-
dil-Khan, & Dmlranee chief, threatened it: The
then chief of Herdt, Jag Kha.u a Bar-Douranee,
called in the a# -of the Pusmnﬂ, who, espousing
his cause, threw an army into Herdt in 1856,
This being an infingement of odr treaties with
I’ersia led to a war in 1856-7, in which 4 small
force, despatched under General Outram up the
Persian Gulf, was able to bring the Persians to
reason.  In accordance with the termis of a new,
treaty, the Persians evacuated Herat in July, 1857,
On their departure, the government fell into the
hands of one Saltan Ahmed Khan, a Barukzye
chicftain., The danger to his western frontier
induced DDost Mahomed to invoke the aid of the
Iiritish, and the result was a ifreaty concluded
with hlm at Peshawur in January, 1857, granting
him a subsidy so long as the Persian war should
last, and providing that a deputation of British
officers-should cuter the country under the pro-
tection of Dost Mahomed to watch the movements
of the Persiansg, and aid in organising the forces
of the Ameer, The mission which was sent had
for political chief and head Major H. B. Liuunsden,
and the medical officer of the mission was as-
sistanf-surpreon VW, 11, Bellew, whose work we
have consulted 1n the cnmpilatinn of this article,
The Indian mutiny o’ 1805 added to the dangers
of the mis<ion, bnt by great tact and prudence the
dangrer was nof only avoided, but the influence of
the mission declded the ﬂfﬂ;‘h;m government 1o
remnain faithful to the Brtish alliance, and refrain
from attackiug Peshawar, an attack which m all
probability would have been the sigual of a rising
¢ the [Punjab, with all the disastrous conse-
quences of sueh an event. Since the death of
Dost Mahomed in 1863, the country has been the
scene of perpetual disorders, owing to the quarrels
among the sons of Dust Mahomed, One of them,
Shere Allee Klan, succeeded in establishing him-
sell an Canbul, mmuhtldtmg hig authority by a
‘great vietory' over onc of his brothers the

aummer of 1864, After the battle the defeated

brother surrenderad on the promise of good freat-
ment, but the Amecr treacherously imprisoned
him.  Other brothers, however, still dispute the
Ameer's authority, but the state of matters is not
authientically enough known, nor of suflicient in-
terest to demand a more extended notice,
ATFTUM-KARA-MISSAR (or Bluck Castle of
Opinmy, a city of Aslatic Turkey, in f‘nmmln,
1. Hmunrk 18% m. L. Smyrna, lat, 38 45’ N,,
long, 30° 56" E, Tt is situated on the declivity ot
a mountain range, and is defended by a citudel,
built on 2 high and almost inacecessible rock. Pop.
eslimated by Kinneir at 12,800 families, or from
50,000 to 60,4} individuals, It 1s pretty well
ln,ult Dut the streets are exeeedingly narrow, and
in m-m:, parts very stecep. BSome of them Wme
washed by streams that descend from the adjacent
mountains, It hagenumerous mosques, two Ar-
menian chapels, six khans, and five public baths;
an exfensive manufactory gheblack felts, fite-arme,
short. sabres or yatagans, with stirrups, bridles, &e.
But it is principally celebrated for the great quan-
tity of ﬂpmm grown in its vieinity ; from which,
indeed, it derives its modern name. It iz said by
D'Anville to e the Apamea of the Greeks and
Romans ; but the latter was situated a good deal
further. W. Aeccording to the Turkish anmals; it
was founded by Aladdin, one of the Seljuckiun
sultans, It was the patrimony of Othman, the
founder of the Turkish empire, of which it has
ever since formed a part,
AFRAGOLA, a town of Scuthern Italy, prov,
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Napleg; 5 m, NNFE. Naples, op the railway from
Rome to Naples. Pop, 16,717 in 1861, The town
has manufuactures of straw hats, and a great an-
nual fair, which commences on the second Sunday
of Iﬂ:‘t}". : -

AFRICA, A vast peninsula, one of the great
divisions of the globe, situated to the &, of Furope,
and to the W, and SW. of Asia. Tt is separated
from the former by the Mediterrancan Sea aud the
Strait of Gibraltar; the two continents approgeh-
ing at the latter within about 10 m, of each other,
It. is separated from Asia by the Red Sea, at whose
southern extremity, the strait of Bab-cl-mandeb,
the shores of the two continents are only 16 m,
apart.  But at the most northerly exi remity of
the Red Sea, Asia and Afries ‘are united by the
Isthmus of Sucz; the Mediterranean being there |
abotut 72 m. from the Red Sea.

The most southerly point of Africa; Cape «das
Agulhas (Cape Needles), is in lat, 340 52 B
and the most northerly, Cape DBlance, opposite
wielly, in lat. 37° 21° N, Lape Gardafui, the
tmaost eaxterly point, is in long, 512 30’ 1., and Iut.
119507 N3 and Cape Verde, the extreme wostern
point, i3 In long. 179 33 W, and 142 43° N, Lk,
The distance hetween the most sontherly amd most
northerly points is consequentlsy about 5000 m.,
and between the extreme eastern and western
points not much less. The area probably fulls
little short, if it do not exceed, 12,000,000 s, m,

Africa is distinguished from the other conti-
nents by it coasts extending mostly in continuous,
unbroken lines, having but few lwdentations of
the sea, and no extensive peninsulas; so that it

forms a mere compact and undivided mass of land.
The wmifornity of its autline 8eems to be in ac-
cordance with the uniformity of its interior, The
surface of the latter does not present that endless
succession of changres whiech are met with in
Kurope and southern Asia, and whieh are found
in hoth Americas, but on a greater zeale and at
greater distances. It resembles ralher the northe
ern parts of Asia, exhibiting elevated table-lands
anil low plains, both of immense extent and of
remarkable uniformity. The whole of the con-
tinent, from about 139 N, Iat, of the viuator, and
S, of it to the northern border of the Ngami
Water, 20° 8, of the equator, constitutes, with
the exception of the central depression of the
Lake Region, a mass of clevated land, comprising
extensive plateaus and hizh mountain chains and
groups, North of this table-land, between 110
and 30° N, lat., extends an fmmense but low
plain, the greater part of which is oceupied by the
Great Desert, or Iesort of Sahura, A CONPAY G-
tively narrow tract of mountainous conntry, in-
cluding Atlas and its dependencics, separates the
desert from the Mediterranean. On the E. the
désert does not reach the Red Sea, being Sepu-
rated from It by the mountsins of Abyssinia and
the rocky eountries extending from them north-
ward along the KRed Seca to the shores of the Medi-
terrancan,

The great central belt south of the cquator
‘rejects,’ says Captain Burton, ¢ the old hypo-
thesis  of desert and platean, and forms the

Jungle and forest trees,

dharpest eontrast to our grandfathers’ idea of
Central Africa,) He thus describes the eastern
section of it :~* Near the coast are low littoral
plaing and rolling gromnd, with lagoons, savan-
nahs, and grassy vallevs, the courses of large
streams, whose banks, inundated by rain-floods,
retain in the dry season meers, morasses, reedy
marshes, and swamps of black infected mud.  Be-

ond the maritime regions rise lines. and moun-
i’uin groups of primary and smudstone formation :

ridges aud highlands, ofen uncuitivated, but |
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rarely sterile, with basing and hill-plaing of exa-
berant fertility, traversed hy perennial rvulets
and streams. Beyond the landward slope of these
African ghauts bering an eclevated platean, now
level and tabular, then broken into undulations
and gentle eminences, displaying by huge out-
crops of granites and syenites the activity of the
igneous period ; where rain is deficient, thinly elad
with bush, breom, and shrubbery, with thomy

and succulent thickets, cut by furrows and bamt -

by torrid suns; and veiled where moisture abounds
with tangled jungle rising from shallow vallevs,
with umbrageous forests broken into glades of
exceeding beauty, and with interjacent plains of
emerald or amber-eoloured grass, from which trees
of the darkest laurel-green, and knoBs and ¢l umps,
large and small, against which no feller has come
up, cast thick shade over their subjeot cirelets of
Iuxuriant underwood. Dyll, dreary, and mono-
fonous, where Iyving desert, in part this plateau ig
adorned with a lavish nature’s choiceat charms
and varieties. Bevond it, again, the lapd sinks
into the Lake Hegion, or the great Central De-

- pression 3 the superahbundant moisture diffused by

its network of waters, fordable and unfordable,
covers the land with 2 rank growth of* gigantic
grasses and timber-trees, and the excessive luxu-
riance of nature proves wnfavourable to the de-
velopment of animal organisine, Throughount the
line, to judge without statisties, in the more sto-
rile parts, about ene-fifth, and in the more fruitful
one-half of the land, is under cultivation ; whilst
almost everywlhere the abindance of the desert
vegetation evideness the marvellous capabilities
of the almost virgin soils, The superficial eon-
tormation owns four great varietics. When low,
the plains are reedy and wuddy; when higher
raised and  well watered, they bear evergreen
In the deserts, where
water lies deep bencath the earth,.and rain is
scarce, the plateans produce short tufty ITARS,
Lush, and scragiey thorn, and in rare spots the
land is almaost bare.!  Dr. Livingstone, who made
a journcy into the interior from losnda on the
wesl coast, represents the country as similar in
most essential characteristies, |

At the southern extremiry, Africa presents to
the Iudian Qccan a Lroad line of coast, running
cast and west nearly along the 34th parallel from
I8 to 26° I, long., or from the Cape of Good
Hope to Algoa Bay, Along this coast extends an
undulating country, intersceted with a few cleva-
tions deserving the name of hills, Its width varies
between 10 and 50 miles,  Norrh of this the tahle-
land risesin terraces, The first terrace, cglled the
Long Kloof, is enclosed by the double ridge of the
Zwarte Berge, or Black Mountains, of which the
northern, or the Groote (Great) Zwarte Beryre,
riscs to about 4000 ft, above the sca, North of this
range is the second terrace, called the great
Rarroo, which is abont 100 miles across and 3,000
fect clevated above the sea, 1t is hounded on the
N. by the Nicunveld Lergen, a chain of whiech
some summits are considered to rise to 9,004 or
[0,000 feet, On its northern side the table-land
seems to have atfained its mean elevation, which

Probably is not less than frem 4,000 to 5,004 feet, |

At.both the eastern and western extremities the
two alove-mentioned ranges run NW. and NF,
parzallel to the sea-shore, at a distance of from 30
to 200 miles ; the intermediate space heing like-
wise occupied by two or more terraces. The
ranges along the west shores do not extend farthoer
than about 299 8, lat,, where they terminate in
isolated hills and with a high bank on the {rarcep
or Orange River. N, of this river, the coast, when
scen from the sea, presents only high sand-hills

L
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without any traces of water, and is, consequently,
entirely destitute of vepetation, It extends

far as Cape Negro (182 8, lat)), The interior cast
of the western ranges and of this coast is an ele-
- vated sandy desert, with few wella and little rain.

The eastern half of the table-land from the
Cape Colony to 189 8, lat, offers a different aspect.
A great number of mountain-ridges, of moderate
elevation, traverse it in different directions anid
at the foot of these ridges the country ia well
watered and fertile; though here, too, extensive
sterile tracts ocear, hut tli{‘}' are not mnl.mumﬁ.
The descent from the table-land to the Tndian Ocean
is formed by two or three terraces, the higchest
edire of it about 90 or 100 miles distant from the
shore.  This edge, formetl by a monutain ridee,
prevents the rivers of the table-land from excaping
to the Indian Oceanry so that they either o
westward, and fall parily into the Gareep river, or
are irtlv lost 1 the sands of the desert.  The
castern descent of the ‘table-land resembles that
fartlier south, heing formed by terraces. This,
however, extends only fo the cquator, or the
mouth of the river Juba; for farther north, up to
Cape Gardafut, the eoast itself is formed by high
rocks, riding to 401) feet and upward, and no moun-
tain ranges are visible {rom the sea, On the
wostern swde of the confment, bhetween 18C and
A9 8, lat., there is a considerable depression in
the table-land, This eountry, which is known
nneler the name of Liower Guimen, has low shores, !
Belund which at a considerable distance the sur- | |
fnce rises, but not. Lo a great height, Then (oHlows |
an uneven plain, watered in s lower parts hy |
nomercus nvers, among which the Zaire or Congo
and the Cnanza are the brgest; but towards the
gources of Lthese rivers the country is mountainons,
In the plain numercus lakes of constderable ex-
tent arc met with,

North of the river Zaire, at about 49 3. lat,,
the country aggin rises at no great distance from
ihe sea te a great height, This high ground is
cajled Serra (O umpheh* Tes W, declivity extends
NW., by degrees approaching nearer the Atlantie,
Il it reaches the innermost corner of the Bay of
Diatri, where 1t comes close down to the sen and
forms for more than 3¢ miles the shore, rising,
under the name of Cameroon Mountains, te 13,000
feet above the waler. These preal mountain
masses formm the W, extremity of an extensive
range, which at about 5° of N, lat, traverses the
whole eontment,

Dr. Livingstone found the geologieal strueture
of the carth, which he had an opportunity of exa-
mining at the nver Moamba (lat, H“ 38" W, long,
200 137 847 ),y to comsist of—first, a capping of
fermginons conglomerate, contanung water-worn
nebbles of all sorts; then a pale red hardened
sandstone ; bencath that, a trap-like whinstone;
and lastly o conrse- gmnu-d saanlstone, mnmmmcf
pebibles, ‘and in ¢otimection with which is some-
tmes seen 4 white calearcous rock, or banks of
cuariz pebbles,

The true nature of the centre of this southern
helt is now satislaetorily established, Sir Roderick
Murchizon had the honour of starting the theory,
which hag since been verified by the discoveries of |
African explorers, that, mstead of the arid plain:
lomg wupposed, the contre of Southern Africa is a !
vast, elevated, watery basin, whose witers escape
to the sea by fissures amd depressions in the higher
lands by which it is surrounded,

Extending sonthward from Lake Ngami to the
Orauge liiver, and from 219 east long, to neay the
wesl const, is the Kalalhari Desert,  This traet,
I, ]1v1n;_v:~¢tunL says, hag heen ealled a desert
nmorely on acceunt of the absence of runuing
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' ridges, or in the shape of isolated hills.
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water, It is by no means destitute of vegetation,
Many plants are found there, more especially the
water-melon, and there are pﬂtrhes of bushes and
even trees, The soil is soft, lirht-coloured sand,
and the prass grows ﬂhunﬂd,nth' antd in tafts. The
human inhabitants of this region are the Bushmen
and the Bakalahari.

Still farther south, at Cape Colony, Africa pre-
sents to the Tndian Ocean a broad and nndulating
line of eoast, extending {rom the Cape of Good
Hope to i]gua Bay.

North Africa, e‘{tﬂnﬂmg from south to north
through a breadth of about 25 degrees, containg
two different countries, the one fertile and the
aother sterile, The i'ertilf: lands are, on one side,
those which lie along the Meditorranean, and on
the other, the tropical lands to the south of the
Sahara, called the sowlan, O these Dr. Dartlh
sivs, that they are far from exhibiting the mono-
Ltony lmlm‘i.u'h ascribed to them. He deseribes the
fortile regrions of Negroland as being as varied as
any part of India, He tells us ¢ Mountaing he-
tween 5,000 aul 6,000 feet are not at all rare, and
most Deautiful and picturesque plens and valleys
are formed by them, .. ... The general middle
altitude of mountainous traets is 2,500 feet.! In
many parfs it is well watered by rivers, which
ieseend from the table-lamds or originate in the
low ridges by which the country is intersectod;
such districts are covered with immense forests,
and are very fertile where cultivated, In other
' parts water is rather scarce, and some of them
partake largely of the nature of the Sabara.  Tts
clinate is extremely hot, nevertheless it sometimes
happens that during m:f_-'ht the thermometer de-
scels to the freezing point,

The Sahara, or (reat Desert, i3 not, as was once
believed, a tlEE]} sink. It is rather, to quote from
P)r. Barth, ¢ an elevated tract of 4 mean elevation
of from 1,000 to 1,400 fect, mostly consisfing of
mcka-—mlml.,lv sandbtone or granite, the latter
being. overlail in the heart of the desert by vast
tracts of gravel, while the sandstone region forms
muny clevated plains of larger or smaller extent,
strewn with small pebbles,”  Meveral mountainouws
groups are found in ditlerent parts of this tract,
the most important heing Tibesti, A’sben or A'ir,
the two mountainous regions of A derér, and the
A’taleor, These afford a dwelling-place to a con-
siderable nggnadie population; but the inhahitable
Jocalities are limited, and the ravines are very un-
healthy, though some of them are amply pro-
vided with wi iter-springs, and produce grapes and
figrs,

LTI.‘hese mountaing, however, are gquite destitute of
timber, A characteristie feature of this desert is
the immense change of temperature which is found
there,  “The greatest heat wn summer altermates
with a consideralle degree of eold in wmter, the
difference between the maximum and minimom
heing as much as 83°  The aridity of these tracts
Dr, Barth thinks greatly exaggerated, as they are
occasionally refreshed by showers, Another cha-
racteristic feature of the Sahara is the region of
Nandhills, which exist cither in gones {}f? sand-
The for-
mer somaetimes reach an elevation of from 800 to
1,000 feet, and have a breadth of 60 genﬁ:mphit al
miles, A preat deal of moisture collects in the
depressions between these ridges, and i most of
them large quantities of dates are produoecd, All
the western part of the Sahara would, owing to
its burning heat and the want of water, be totally
im['mwaahlg, were it not that it is here and there
interspersed -with verdant. well-watered spots or
oases, which appear like islands of the blest in the
mldst of desolation, T%e ancients compared them



AFRICA | 29

to the spots on a leopard’s skin.  (Strabo, p. 130.)
These oases are mostly of very limited dimensions;
but some of them are very extensive: the -::mmtrv
of Fezzan, for example, 15 in fact an oasis, Thr-}'
are usually surrounded by higher land, which
serves to account for the springs, and consequently
the verdure for which they are so celebrated. DBut
there scema to be much probability in the shrewd
conjecture of Major lennell, that the oases are
indebted for no IHUIHHHI.LITIIIL portion of their re-
puted heauty and delicions freshness to the striking
contrast between them and the parched desert by
which they are surrounded.  (Geography of Horo-
dotus, Bvo, ed, ii, p. 185) Those only who have

form a proper wdea of the delight ﬂxpenﬂnced in
falling in with one of
the tafted iclos,
That verdant rise amid the Libyan wild.

In England or France they might be thought

nothing of; but in the Sahara they seem more
than a ]mr'u]l'-tﬂ The famous temple. of Jupiter

Ammon was erected in the oasis of Stwah, in the'!

NE, angle of the preat desert, in lat. 210 12 N,
anc] long., 26° 18" 17,

The Abyssinian Mountring constitute an exten-
sive mountain system, whose centre s placed De-
tween 8° and Y° N. lat. in the countries called
Narea aidl Effat,  The highest are the Samen
rge, which, with the Lamalmon and lLasta
mountaing, rin porth-cast aml south-east, in a
long it not unbroken chain,  Several of these
mountaing are from 12,006 to 15,000 fect in height.
Between the Samen mountains amd the Red Sea
18 the Taranta range, mising to an clevation of
7000 feet.  The most lofty of these mountain
peaks are frequently, if not always, covered wilh
wneaw, thoueh some are crownod with cedar forests,
The valleys are fertide and well peopled.

From the northern declivity of the Abyvssinian
mountging extends along the shares of the R
Mea ad far as the Tsthmus of Suez a rocky country,
which, between 120 and 209 N, lat,, ocenpies in
wilth an extent of between 3 and 400 m,, but
further north by ingI’Li’*S grows narrower.  Between
23° and 30° N. lat. it is only from 150 to 200
miles acrora,  Near its western horder it has a
deep, but comparatively narrow, depression, In
which the iver Nile fiows N, f'rnm the Abvssmian
Mountains to the Mediterrancan.  This long val-
ley 15 mostly very fertile. The smdll portion of
the rocky country which lies to the west of ths
valley, and which forma the castern bowndary of
the ‘-.ulmm, dloes 1ot rise to a great height, rarely
to more than about 1000 ft, above the valley, DBut
the countries east of the vallex of the Nile and
between it and the Red Sea are more elevated.
They form a table Jand, mostly of an aneven sur-
face, which however in manyv places exlubits ex-
tensive plaing, whilst in others it Tises into ranges
of high hills, DMany of the plains are covered
with saml, and resemhle the ¢asiern portion of the
Bahara; other distnels afford pasture ground, but
very fow places are fit for agriculture and culti-
vatedl,

This rocky country terminates on the hanks of
the Nile in the parallel of Kahira {Cairo}, fromn
the neu;h’mmrlmml of which 1ts northern boundary
rans off in an BN, and WXW, direction, The
furmer econstitetes the Isthmos of Suez, and reaches
o the Mediterranean hetween the Lake of Menza-
leh and Ras Kazaroen in Svriag farther cast it
joins the mountams of Arabia Petriea, This rocky
country lies to the E. of the delta of the Nile, On
the W, of the elta the rocks run from Kahira
WAL o the Arvaby’ Gulph, where they approacts
the Mediterruncan vear she Arabs' Tower (519 N,
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lat, and 20° 3¢° i, long.). From this line the
rocky country extends westward with a width of
about 7t m, at the outset, which, however, increases
as it advances farther W., so as to oecupy between
200 and 300 miles at 20° E. long,, where it sud-
denly terminates, In the ncighbourhood of the
LEgyptian delta, the rocks are hardly a hundred
feet above the plain, bt farther W. they rise into
high hills and mountain-ridges (( ierdobah Moun-
tatns), and termmate with the high table-land of
Barca, whese mean clevation above the sea 18 esti-
mated to be about 15M) fect.” Where the table-
landl of the Barca terminates with a rather abrupt

- illescent {near 20°), a narrow strip of the Sabara

toiled fur days amid a pathless burning sand, ean | comes up to the verv shores of the Mediterranean,

at. the most southerly corner of the (zulph of Sydra
or Kibbir {the Great 8yrtis), where it terminates
on the beach with sand-hills, This strip of the
maliara separates the rocky region of the Nile from
the mountain system of the Atlas,

Mount Atlas and its dependencies, by far the
most celebrated of the African chains, occupy that
portion of the eontinent most to the north and
nearest to Western Europe. It scems to begin on
the I8, near the eastern boundary of the country
of Fexzan, whence two ridges of moderate eleva-
tion run WNW,, and in the begiuning are called
Karush, Farther E., however, they receive other
names.  This I‘[]ﬂll_'tll‘llﬂm,l.':l countryv, which traver-
res the N. of Fezzan and the 8. of Tripoli, is no-
where probably more than 120 miles in width ; but
the ndges of low hills which issue from it advance
to the very shores of the Mediterranean, between
Cape Mesurata and the Gulph of Cabes (the Lesser
wyvTils), 80 that the whole rv;;-;mn may bhe from 18{)
to 200 m, across, At the Gulph of Cahes, however,
the region of Mount Atlas enlarges censiderably
towards the N., and tlience to its western extre-
mity on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean its mean
breadth exceeds 350 miles.  The highest ridge
seems Lo traverse the region in an ul:rhque line,
beginning en the east opposite Sicily, at Capos
Bon and DBlanco, and terminating on the shoves of
the Atlantic at Capes Geer and Non.  The moun-
taing which occur in that line do not rise above
the hine of congelation. The country which ex-
fends N. of it to the shores of the Mediterra-
nean 18 mountainous, and contains a number of
fertile longitudinal valleys,  Farther W. (about
52 W, long.), however, where its northern slope
18 diverted YW, to the Atlantic Ocean, it extends
i large plaing, wlich follow each other in the
form of terraces, The tracts of country which lie
to the N, of the highest ground cannot be called
mouniainows, their surface being formed by wide,
broad-backed ridges, of very maderate elevation,
and by slight fli‘pT[!S‘nlﬂllﬁ between them in the
torrn of shallow valleys, These latter tracts par-
take of the hot and tln' character which distin-
guishes everywhere the African continent; whilst
t.he district sitnated towards the Mediterrancan
and the Atlantic Ocean resembles more the coun-
fries of Routliern Furope.  (Sce ATAs)

Climate.— 1By far the preater part of Afriea lies
within the torrid zone, those countries only which
are situated towards its southernr and northern
extremities being heyond the tropics, or within
the temperate zones, Owing to the vast extent
of its arid plains, the temperature of Africa is de-
cidedly higher than that of any other of the great
divisions of the globe. The parts without the
tropies are destitute of that regular succession of
four seasons which is considered as a characteristic
feature of the temperate zene. Here, as between the
tropes, the vear is divided into the ey and rainy
seasons s hut with this {h{lvuuu, that between

the t-rnpma the rainy season sets in when the sun
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approaches the zenith, whereas it occurs in the
countries heyond the tropica when the sun ap-
proaches the opposite tropie, and consequently is
at the greatest distance from their zenith. But
Dr. Livingstone says:—All the interior of South
Africa has a distinet winter of cold, varyiug in
Intensity with the latitudes. In the central parts
of the Cajwe colony, the cold in the winter is often
severe, and the ground is covered with snow. At
Kurtaman snow seldom falls, but the frost is keen.
There is frost even as far as the Chobe, and a par-
tial winter in the Harotse valley, but beyond the
Orange River we never have cold and damyp com-
bined. Indeed a shower of rain seklom or never
fulls during winter, and hence the healthiness of
the Bechuana clinate. From the Barotse valley
northwards, it is questionable if it ever freezes;
but during the prevalence of the south wind, the
thermometer sinks as Iow as 429, and conveys the
impression of bitter cokl”  Mr, {alton, travelling
in South-western Africa, over the hilly country
which separates the Fish River from the sea, says
that the rains were periodical and very vuniable.
From the middle of May to November rain is

scarcely cver known to fall. The rainy season
extends from about the first of Junuary to the last
of Apnl; the ground is seldom saturated till Feb-
ruary, amnd 13 quite dried up by June. Yet, not-
withstanding the appearance of drought, the
marks of vielent torrents are visitde. Captain Bur-
ton thinks the climate of Eastern Equatorial Africa
superior to that of the Western coast, but of too
uniform a temperature, and too deficient in eold
tv be healthy {or Furopeans.

Hivers.~The last few yvears have produced .an
entire revolution in our ideas of the water system
of Afriea.  Instead of the ¢dry and thirsty land’
which books of peography were accustomed to re-
present the mterlor, recent discovery has disclosed
a vast assernddage of rivers and lakes, which are
not only important as subjects of peographical
knowledge, but which it ishoped and belioved may
be made the means of developing the resources of
the country, and of raising the coudition of the
inhabitants.

The principal river is the famous Nile, the only
large navigable river on the North African coast.
Assuming as its source the Vietoria Nyanza of
=peke, a little to the south of the equator, the Nile
has a course nearly due north, extending over more
than thirty degrees of latitude, and its length and
cdlepth of water entitle it to rank as one of the
mast consulerahle vivers of the globe, while of the
larre Tivers it is by far the most famons, Tl

quite recent vears, the Nile was reckoned the only o

large river of Africa, but medern exploration has

aulded to the list the Nipger, flowingr into the At-

lantic on the west coast, and the Zambesi, whose

principal sources appear to hie quite near those of
the Nile, in the great central depression of erqua-

torial Afriea above deseribed, thongrh it receives !
numerous important tributaries farther south. It

15 the ehief river o the side of the Indian Ocean.

Among other eonsiderable rivers are the Seneral,

the Gambia, the Congo, the Coanza, and Orange

rivers on the west coast, to which may be added :
the Ognbal of M. dn Chaillu.  On the east coast,
the most important river next to the Zambesi
appears to be the Rovuma, which flows into the
Indian Ocean north-cast of the Zambesi, and
which has lately been fomul useful as a conve-
nient mode of aceess to the interior, where lie the
sources of the Zambes.

Tt

Laies.—These are numcrous, and often of preat
extent, The Lake Tangarrijika, one of the most |
important i the great lake roglon, was discovered
by Captains Burten and Speke in the year 1853,
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It 13 1,800 f%, above the level of the sea: and has a
length of about 300, and a breadth of from 8¢ to
40 miles. The same year, Captain Speke made a
more important discovery, in the lake Victoria
Nyanza, the reservoir from which the DBahr-cl-
Aliad, or White Nile, descends into Egypt.  Thig
lake 13 between 8,000 and 4,000 feet above the
level of the sea, and is at present about 150 miles
in length and breadth, though Captain Speke sup-
poses it to have been at some period of greater
cxtent. The northern shore of the Nyanza is
parallel to the equator, and its north and south
direction is, from 23° 8. lat. to 3° 30’ N. lat, It
has been ascertained that two other lakes, viz. the
Baringa and the Luta Nzigd, have a share in feed-
ing the Nile: the Luta Nzigc lies 120 miles north-
west of the most northerly part of the Nvanza.
Previous to this, Dr, Livingstone had made his
discovery of Lake Ngami, 20° 8. of the cquator,
and more recently he has explored Lake Nvassa,
a lake in East Africa, which gives exit to the
Shiré river, and which is surrounded by a dense
population, During a certain portion of the year,
ths lake is visited by clouds of midges, which fill
the air to a prodigious height, and cover the
waters. The natives gather these insects, and
bake them into cakes, (Sce Letter from Mr. (.
Livingstone to 8ir R. Murchison, Journal of Geo-
praphical Society, 1863.) The Tchad Lake is
upon the southern border of the Sahara. There
arc many other lakes of less moment. The Lake
ot Dembea, in Abyssinia, traversed by the Bahr-
cl-Azrek, or Eastern Nile, is also of very consider-
able magnitude.,

Huces of People.—Although we are aceustomed
to consuder the inhabitants of Africa as being
generally of the Negro race, the actual number
of varieties of the human family occupying this
portion of the globe is not only much greater thap
those found in Europe, but the difierences in colour,
form, and stature are much wider. There are
about seven ascertainable varieties, which may he
emumerated as follows, beginning with the southern
extremity of the continent: viz, the Hottentot,
Katler, Abyssinian, Kgvptian, Numidian, Nubian,
and Negro. We shall give a brief description of each
race in this order. In the Hottentot the colour of
the =kin is a vellowizh brown, and has been com-
pared to that of a < faded leaf! The cheek hones
are high, and much spread out in the lateral direc-
tton; and from these the face is suddenly con-
tracted below to a very narrow and pointed chin.
Nose remarkably flat and broad towards end.
Colour of the cyes a deep chesnut; they are long,
narrow, and removed to a great distance from
each other. The hair of the head is of a sinpular
nature; it docs not cover the whole scalp, but
grrows I small tufts at certain distances from each
other. When kept short, it has the appearance
and feel of 2 hard shoe-brush ; with this difference,
that 1t 15 curled, and twisted into small round humps
about the size of a marrowfat pea. When suf-
fered to grow, 1t hangs on the neck in hard twisted
tassels like fringe, 'Lhere is little beard; and the
hair on oiher parts of the body is either scanty or
altogether wanting, The stature of the Hottentot
1s very short, about four feet six inches being con-
suidered about the middle size for the men, and
four feet for the women, which is ahout fourteen
inches short of the average statute of Furopeans,
Their form is slender, delicate, and not ill-propor-
tioned ; but altogrether they may be pronounced a
very ugly race. The sex iz distinguished from all
others of the human race by a pendulous rugose
elongation of the nymphe of from two to five
inches long, and hy a vast accummlation of fat
over the glutet muscles; which invariably takes
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place after the first conception, Doth these ap-
earnnces are well ascertained to be natural, and
in no way the result of art. The language of the
Hottentots i3 as singular as their persons, Its
pronuneiation has been compared to the clucking
of a turkey, There are numerous gujtural sounds
produced deep in the threat, and pronounced with
& peculiar clack of the tongue, which iy quickly
struck against and withdrawn from the teeth or
palate. The aspirated gutturals are combined
with harsh consonants in a manner unpronoun-
ceable by Europeans, except those who have ae-
guired the language in infancy. No portion of
this race, uneonnected with Earopeans, has ad-
vanced heyond the rudest stage of the pastoral
state of society, When discovered, they had do-
mesticated the ox and the sheep, the flesh and
milk of which afforded them food, and their skins,
with those of wild animals, e¢lothing ; they knew
nothing of tillage, had no fixed dwellings, and
practised no mechanical art excepting that of
fabricating the bow and arrow. The ancient
country of the Hottentot variety may generally
be described as that which now constitutes the
British colony of the Cape of Geod Hope.

The immediate ncighbours of the Hottentots,
and lying N, and NE, of them, are the Cuffres, in
all respects a different race, The colonr of the
Kaffer is neither black, like that of the Negro, nor
of the colour of a faded leaf, like that of the Ilot-
tentot, but of a deep brown, Hair short, carling,
and woolly ; but it is not of the wooliness of the
Negro, Nose tolerably elevated; lips large and
thick ; hut the lower maxillary bone does nat pro-
ject in the remarkable manner of the Negro, and
consequently the facial angle is much greater.
The body, instead of being, as In the Hottentot,
diminutive and feeble, 18 muscular and athletie,
and the stature is equal fo that of the Kuropean
race, The peculiarities of the female form in their
pouthiern nefrlibours have no existence among
them, and the genius of their language 13 distinet
and peculiar, In the uzeful arts they have made
considerable progress, Besides domesticating the
o0x and sheep, they have also tamed the horse and
goat; and their agriculture extends to the culti-
vation of barley and millet. It is a singular and
distinctive trait that they practise universally the
rite of circumeision, Of the origin of the practice
they can give no account; and it has most pro-
bably been derived from intercourse, at some re-
mote period, with some people by whomn it was
practised, '

The Abyssinian race is entirely different from
those previously mentioned, Their colouris nearly
black ; but the hair is long, and generally lank,
like that of an Arab or ITindoo. Features regular,
after the European maiel, and the nose often agui-
line, ‘Fhe stature counals that of the Luropean;
amd the whole person is gencerally well formed, and
eceasionally habdsome, The nations compre-
hended under thia race have made considerable
progress in the useful arts. They bave domesti-
cated most of the useful animals, as the ox, sheep,
horse, ass, and came?; and cultivate most of the
common corns, as wheat, barley, and millet. They
also work, with some skill, articles of iron, copper,
and hrass ; and except, the ancient Igyplians, and
probably the Numidians, are the only native race
of the entire continent who have invented an al-
phabet or possesscd a literature.

The Egyptian race is represented by the Copta
of Egypt. These have long hair, a yellowish
dusky complexion, neither Grecian nor Arabian,
a puffed visage, swollen eves, flat. noses, and thick
lips ; amd, iny short, according to Velney, much re-
. semble Mulattos, or the maxed offspring of the
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European and Negro, It i3 almost unnecegsary to
add, that this was one of the carliest ctvilised races
of mankind ; and that at least thirty ages ago it
had already tamed the useful animals, cultivated
the most valuable plants, smelted the useful and
precions metals, and crected architectural monu-
ments which for their durability, extent, and gran-
deur, still astonish the world. They were also -
among the first to invent hieroglyphic and alpha-
betie writing., |

The next race to he named is the Numidian.,
The people who inhabit the northern portion of .
Africa from about the 18° of N, latitude to the
Mediterranean, and known by the various names
of Moors, Berbers, Tuanghis, and Tibbans, are, in
some cases with an admixture of Arab blood, pro-
bably the aboriginal inhabitants of the country
before the settlement of the Phanicians, Romans, -
Vandals, or Arabs; that is, they are the descend-
ants of the Lybiany, Numidians, Mauritanians, and
kindred tribes. With this race the hair is long and
black ; cves dark; the colour of the skin a light
brown, little deeper than that of the inhabitants
of Bpain; the featurces are Iluropean, but the nose
generally not very prominent, and never aquiline,
as is often the case with the Arabian, Although
apparently superior at all times in civilisation to
any Negro nation, this race appears at no period
to have made any recmarkable progress in arts dr
arms, and scarcely any in letters; for it has been
ascertained only of late years, rather as a matier
of curiosity than anything else, that they once
possessed the art of alphabetic writing, Their lan-
ruage, indeed, is but the jargon of a rude people,
destitnte of terms to express the most common
dtstinct wdeas, such as shortness, roundness, sloth,
und death, Buch wdeas are either expressed by cir-
camiocutions, or in more difficult ecircumstances
recourse 18 had to the Arabic lanpuage. Their In-
fertority s indeed most decidedly implied by the
factlity with which they have given way before
cvery suceessive race of conquerors, during a pe-
riod of at feast 2,500 years.

The next race to be described may be called the
Nubian ; and, with the exception of the Abys-
sinians, will eomprehend nearly all the people of
Africa from about 8° of N, latitude to the southern
condines of ligypt, and from the Red Sca and In-
dtan Ocean on the east to about the 25° of E. lon-
rifude westward, In this race are inclnded the
people called Barabra or Nuba, the people of Sennar, -
the Sumuli, the Suaking, the Bishari, the Abab-
dah, the Galla, and others.. A leng oval tounte-
nanee; & curved nose, somewhat rounded towards
the top; rather thick lips, but not protruding ex-
cessively, like those of the Negro; a retreating
chin; scantv beard; lively dark eyes; strongly
frizzled, but never woelly hair; and a finely formed
person of the middle size, with a bronze com-
plexion, are the physical characteristics of this
race.  Some of the nations of this race have made
constderable progress in the common arts of life,
but they have no indigenous literature.

With the exceptions now mentioned, the rest of
the African continent may be said to he peopled
by the Negro race, which commences at the south-
ern boundary of the great desert, and, embracing
both the western and eastern coast, with the island
of Madagasear, extends to about 20° of 5, latitude.

The following are the leading characteristics of
this well-known variety of our speciea :—Skin and
eyes Dlacks hair black and woolly; skull com-
pressed laterally, and elongated towards the front;
forehead low, narrow, and slanting ; cheek bones
prominent; jaws narrow and projecting; upper
front teeth oblique; ehin receding: eves promi-
nent s nose broad, thick, flat, and confused with
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the extended jaw ; lips, particularly the upper one,
vory thick mlmq of the hand and soles of the
feet flat s uhm and fibula convex ; pelvis narrow ;
knees tumrd in, toes turned out, ’l he statarc and
physical strength are equal to that of the Kuropean,
Many of the Negro tribes have made considerable
progress in the necessary and useful arts, a pro-
gress which, it may be safely affirmed, greatly sur-
passes that made Ly any native race of America.
They cultivate useful gratns, roots, and fruits ; have
appropriated the services of many of {he domestic
amimals, such as the ox, horse, ass, camel, goat,
sheep, and hog, all of which appear to be indige-
nous, It is singular, however, that no Negro tribe,
nor even any native African race, hag ever had the
ingenuity to tame and train the elephant, a service
to civilisation which has heen performed by almost
every Astatic natiom to whose eouniey this :meal
i3 indigenous, and which there is abundant evi-
dence to show was doene by the Carthaginian and
Roman settlers in Afriea,

It is a still more Ht.nkmg fact that no Negro,
and 1ndeed no African nation, save the Egyplians,
Abyssitang, and partially the Numidians, ever
possessed a literature, or had ingenuity to mnvent
any alphaber, however rude.

Tle general character thus sketched belongs
with more or less intensity to the whole Negro
race within the iimits we have assignad to it but
it. is not at the same time to be forecotten that there
Is much variety—a greater perhaps than exists
among the Buropean or any other family, The
fderbers form the chicf part of the pupuhtmn of
Darbary, and, according to Dr, Darth, ‘are of 1m-
FILE LN im]'.nnrtancﬂ inx the whaole quest,inn of African
and Asiatic ethnography, as a link hetween various
and maost distinct races.” He cstimates them in
Blarbary, though existing wnder different names,
and speaking dialects gri:';l,t]v mixed with Arabie,
at. between 7,000,000 and 000,000, The Man-
(ingns are 4 NUMCErous pl:-.np]{-., oceupving the moun-
talious country «n the weat side of the continent
which lies towards the sources of the rivers Senepal
andd Gambia,  They possess the true Negro fea-
fures, but not in an exaggerated form, The colour
iz black, with a mixture of yellow: the person
siroyr, wmmetrmal and above the midiile stature,
Of all the Negro races the Mandingos have exhi-
bited the greatest apticude for improvement, They
are industrious, enterprising, and, eompared with
their neighbours, of an open wul penerous cha-
racler, FThey have adopted the Mohammedan re-
Hzion, and with it the letters and literature of
Arabiz. The Fowlahs, or Fulbe, mhabit the samne
portion of Afriea.  The colour of the skin with this
race 18 a sort of redidsh blick,  Their countenances
wre reggular, and their hair longer and not so woolly
as that of the ordinary \L‘grn They are robust,
courageons, industrious and euterprising, and ]11-.L,
the Mandmgnﬂ Liave adopted the literature and
rolirrion of Arabna, They lack the industry of the
Mandingos, and mamfest. a want of political or-
ceanisadion, being, from their origin, disposed 1o g
nomadic existence,  Thoey are mtermixed with
several othier tribes, so that great diversiiy of type
wnd eolour ]]['{‘\'Elll": amengst them,  Thoey are of
oreat importance as regards comniunication alog
the Nirer. Altogether they make a consideralle
approach to 1the fiily which we have before de-
seribed nmider the nmame of the Nubian,  The
Suwhweas are a squat robust Negro miace, not ex-
ceeding H.feet 8 nches high,  They are remark-
able for their eourage and hardiheod, aul have
macte ecomsulerable progress in the eonunon arts of
life, Tt have ot adopped Mohammedanism or the
Arbic Tetters, ‘The Jolafs inhabit both the mari-
tine and mountain conntry on the south bhanks of
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the Sencgal, and are, in fact, the first Negro nation
we encounter on the western side of the continent
after quitting the Berbers, Their complexion is a
fine transparent deep black, With the exception
of thick lips and a nose much rounded at the end,
their features make some approach to the Euru-
pean. The hair is erisp and woolly, the stature
tall, and the figure good. To the scuth of the
(rambia, and extending to Cape Palmas, we find
the race called Feloups, of a deep black colour
wrth longish weolly hair; features so regular as
to be thought to Dear some resemblance to the
Hindoo ; and of slight and short stature, but much
agility. These are nearly in a savage state. To .
the south of the IFeloups are the Pupals, a race ot
very ugly Negroes, of dull, gross, and ferocious
aspect, with very flat noses, and of a dirty liyid
eolour. These and some other races reaemhlutg
them are fullowed in proceeding southward by the
Bullom, &e., of a fine black colonr, of good features,
and well made, with persons ahm*e the mean sta-
tire. The Tebuw, or Tedd, occupy the eastern half
of the desert, u:rrrmpnmh ng in position to the
Derbers on the western side, ‘The Hatisa form.an
intermediate race between the Berbers and Ne-
oroes 1 near neighbours to these are the Kariri or
Bormd.  On both sides of the Niger are settled
the Féruba-Nife nations, industrious and com-
mercial people. IFarther to the east are the Login
or Léggone, the Bagirma, and the Wadai, The
Bagirma are a fine race, but cruel. - Wadai s

powerful kingdom, with a population of about
o 000,000, Proceeding southward, and more to the
Gold coast and the country lying inland from it,
we find the Tntor, Fantee, and Ashantec IHtions,
which appear to constitute another {ilstmctwlru,tv
of the Negro race, It is of. the mcan stature, and
well prurmrtumf-d The face 1s of an oval form;

the eyebrows lofty and thick; the lips fresh, rul
and not hanging down as in the extremc forms of
the Negro; and the nose not so flat.  The hair is
rather -::urled than woolly, and occasionally so long
as to reach to the shoulders, The Ashantee helml;.;‘
to ‘ a larger group of pm}ple, says Dr, Barth, ¢ con-
stituting the 'chi race.” Now and then are to be
seen examples rather Asiatic than African. No
nation of this varicty has ever possessed the art of
writing, either springing up among themsclves or
borrowed from strangers; and, althongh they have
all maie considerable progress in several of the
commen arts of Jife, they are in the habitual per-
petration of eruel and ferocious rites, not to be
paralleled by any other race of mankind, From
the Bight of Biafra down te 20° §. latitude, whero
we encounter the Kaffers, there 1s comparatively
little variativa from our general deseription of the
Neoro [amily. Dr. Livingstone tells ns that the
dlllulll‘.lt of Population in the central parts of Africa
15 to be ealled large, only in comparison with Cape
colony, or the Bechuana country, which extends
from the Orange River to 182 south latitude. Ife
says of these trlhes, *The penple who lithabit ithe
central region are net all quite black in colour,
Many incline to that of bronze, and others are as
lirlil, 1n hue as the ]hmhrnen. Amongst the
south-western tribes are the Ovanepo, & corn-grow-
myr, homest, and well-ordered people, who, cousi-

- dered as h];itl\h, are highly civilised ; the Demaras,

o hardsome, sprightly, but worthless vace: aml

the Ghoa Panup, a very peendiar race of Negroes,
In the interior of Africa , Iving between the 'ﬂmm—
tanis of fhe Moon, w hlL]l Cross, or are supposed Lo
crosg, the entire continent in about 10¢ of N, lati-
tll{lt‘. and the great desert, we have, as far as our
very impertoet information Lxrmllh. little variety
front the common Lype of the Negro,  This is the
country which the Arabs call Soudan; a word
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which means the country of ' black men,’ and is
exactly equivalent to the Persian word Hindostan.
On the cast coast of Africa, between the Caffre
and Nubian races, we have nothing but time Ne-
groes, 1t ig, however, to be observed of these, that
although the woolly head, black skin, flat nose,
thick lips, and projecting jaws are never absent,
their excess which 13 found'in general on the west-
ern coast does not exist, Captain Burton BAVS,
that the aspect of the great mass of this Negroid
Tace I8 not unpreposscssing. They are tall and
well-made Mulattos, but a h#ndsome man is never
Seen except amongst the chiefs, The osteological
structure of the head is not so heavy as in the

_ pure Negro, The hair of these races is stiff, short,
crisp, and curling, Under the same denomination,
though shorter and feebler, is to be included the
inhabitants of the great island of Madagasear:
who, beeanse their language containg probably
about 100 or 150 wards of Malayan, are absurdly
supposed by some writers to be of the Malayan
tace, which they no more resemble than they do
Eurupeans, The introduction of such terms has,
in fact, heen satisfactorily accounted for hy the
drifting of boats with erews of Malays from the
shore of the island of Sumatra, two or three au-
thentic examples of which have oceorred within
our own times., The fact of such occurrences
havirg taken. place is a sufficient answer to the
apparent difficulty of open boats with their crews
performing a voyage which cannot be less than
8,000 nauntical miles., The manner in which such
events would take place is, we think, obvious
enough, A trading or fishing-hoat, with a few
cocoa-nuts, affording meat afid drink to the CTews,
and known to be a constant sea-stock in such CASESR,
driven from the coast of Sumatra in the height of
the NE, monsoon, would in due course be carried
into the SE. trade wind, and going with a flowing
sheet before the wind (the only course she could
pursue), would be carried to the shore of Mada-
gascar in a shurter time and with more safety than
might at first he imagired.

Such is a brief and necessarily imperfect account
of ihe racos of men inhabiting Africa. The sub-
Ject is indeed full « [ difficulty; not only from its
extent, variety, ar 1 complexity, but also from
the imperfeet information, and indeed i most
cases the entire igmorance, which exists regarding
it. The number of different nations, awd even of
distinet languages, is proportional to the barbarism
of the people; and there is no quarter of the globe,
America exeepted, in which the number of both is
80 grreat,

There are no accurate means hv which to form
an estimate of the population of Afriea. the caleula-
tions varying between 60,000,000 and t06,000.000,
Probably the mean of these, namely &0 millions,
accepted by Ritter and ether eminent greographers,
will be nearest the truth,

Animals of Africa.—These, at its northern ex-
tremity, where it approaches Europe, and at its
eastern, where 1t appoachies, or rather joins, Asia,
gre generally the same as those of these two por-
tiong of the globe; but throughout its frester part
“they are not only different from the European and
African epecies, i’;ut equally also from the animals
of the two portions of America, and from those of
the Occante continent and islands, We shall con-
fine aur observations chicfly to those more imme-
diately subservient to the uses of man,

Of 1,270 known species of terrestrial Mammalia
there have heen discovered in Africa, although
more imperfectly explored than any other portion
of the globe, no fewer than 290, of which 249
are peculiar to this continent. Of the Quadru-
mﬂ{:ﬂ, eomprebending apes, monkeys, and lemurs,
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there are 55 species, of which 48 are peculiar
to it; not one of them being identical with the
species found in Asia or America, One of the
mosat remarkable of the whole tribe is the Simiq -
troglodytes, or chimpanzee, which, after a careful
anatomical comparison with the orung utan of
Bomeo, is now considered to make in physical
formation a nearer approach to man than the lai—
ter, while it is unquestionably more lively and
intetlizent, Another curious specimen of the
Troglodytes is the nshiego-mborme, or nest-making
ape, of which M. Du Chaillu gives an account in
hig travels, and which constructs for itself a house
of leafy branches in lonely forest trees, always
choosing a tree which stands a little apart. from
others, The Kooloo-kaniba is another species of
African ape, But the most wonderfal of all this
great family 18 the Gorille. M. Du Chaillu thus
describes a meeting with one of these monsters s
‘He stood ahout o dozen yards from ug, and was
a sight I think I shall never forget. Nearly six
feet high (lie proved four inches shorter), with im-
mensc bedy, huge chest, and great museular arms,
with fiercely-glaring large deep gray eyes, and a
heish expression of face, which seemed to me -
like some nightmare vision: thus stood before us
tlus king of the African forest, He was not afraid
of us, He stood there, and beat his breast with
his hv~s fists till it resounded like an immense
bass drum, which is their mode of offering  de-
fiance, meantime giving vent to roar after roar.’
Of the Cheiroptera, or bats, there are 30 species in
Africa, 4 of which only are common to it with
Lurope and Asia, The carnivorous animals of
Africa are 66 in number, of which 14 only are
found m other parts of the world, The most re-
markable of these is the lion, which is known
historically to have onee existed in the east of
Europe and west of Asia. With the exception of
an inferior variety found in some parts of northern
Hindostan, this animal, 8o renowned in the fabie,
poetry, painting, and sculpture of almost ey
nation of the old world, from China to Spain, 18
now confined to Africa (Leonum aride nutriz) ;
which it ranges from its N. to its 8. extremity,
Panthers, leopards, and many small species of
the feline race also exist; and the eat has hecn
(omesticated, though it be much more rarely
found in this state than in Europe, Asia, or even
America. .,

Of the Canine family, Africa contains the dog,
wolly fox, jackal, and hyena. The dog has not
been found there in the wild state, but many
varieties exist in a semi-domesticated condition,
living in troops in the towns and villages, as it
does in almost all the countries of Asia., The
Africans have never, that we are aware of, used
it for food or labour, or even for the chase.
dackals and foxes are numcrous. Africa may he
considered the peculiar conntry of the hyena;
for of fonr existing species one enly, beloging
to Hmdostan, is found out of its lmits, Of the
Viverra, or civets, several species exist in Africa;
among which is the true civet cat, domesticated
by the natives to produce civet; and a speecies of
the Mongoos, viz. the celebrated Tchneumon, or
rat of Pharoab, Of bears, which either stil} exist,
0T are -known to have existed, in almost every
country of kurope, Asia, and Americs, no example
has yet heen found in Africa, |

The Marsupial order of animals, or that of
which the females have a double womb, i wholly
wanting in Africa, as it is in Eunrope and con-
tinental Asia. Of the Rodent Mammalia, or
gnawers, Africa yields many species of rats,
squirrels, and four or five species of hare: while
the rabbit is thought to have been originally
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brought to’ Enmpe throngh Spain from the Af-
rican coast of the Mmhterranean The Puchy-
dermata, or thick-shinned order, is very abundant;
more so indeed than in any other part of the
world, We find among these the horse, ass,
zebra, duw, and quapgga; the elephant, rhino-
cerog, hippopotamus, common hog, and lingallo
or African boar. Although the horse cannot be
asserted to ho a nattve of Afnca, not being found
in the wilid state, 1t has been domesticated therce
from the earliest ages of history, The Numi-
dians had their cavaley when the Romans first
became acquainted with them; and the horse
does not appear to have been a stranger even
to the ancient Fgyptians; though among the
mummies of quadrupeds found in the catacombs
that of this animal dees not appear. The most
improved of the negro tribes possess the horse,
anid have often a numerous cavalry; but, like
Asiatics, generally, the Africans do not H,pply the
horse to draught or burthen, and confine its use
to war or pleasure. When the Arabs congucred
Egypt and northern Asia, they introduced their
own breed, which, mixed in some degree with
the native one, conatitutes the barh and Egyptian
horse—Ilittle inferior to the pure Arablan blood
fiself. 'The Dutch and lnglish introduced into
the colony, at the southern cxtremity of the
continent, their respective national breedls: and
the soil and climate of Africa imlnﬂ; found {.J:ene-
rally congenial.to the constitution of the horse,
it has thriven and multiplied there as scarcely
?'whuﬂ else,
I'he ass is most probably not & native of Africa,
or we should still, in a country so Iittle oceupied
by man, find it in 1ts wild state, a3 we do in so
many countrics of Asia. It has, however, been
introduced into Egvpt and Bﬂl‘bd]‘} —pnqﬁlhly by
the Arabhs,—and thrives cxtremely well in both,
The zebra, the dow, and the quagga, quadrupeds
peculiar tn Africa, and beautiful, at least as to
colour, are found in troops all over ifa aril plains
and descrts. But from a2 natural indocility or
waywardness of temper, or from the ungkilfniness
of the Afriean people,—probably, indeed, from
both causes,—and the possession of the horse and
ass, they hme never [uaen tamed and applied to
economical uses, :
Kuminating animals are not less abundant than
the Puchydermate,  Of the 157 spectes of those
which arc ascertained to exist, 73 are found in
Africa; and, wiih the Ptceptum of 10, ali of them
are peruliﬂr to it. The qlmrnﬂhrv, or single-
humpeid camel, 18 now abundant in all the dry
yarts of Afrl-;ﬂ, and is the principal beast of
urthen. In the earliest portion of seriptural his-
‘tﬂl‘}" it is mentionedl as heing employed in carry-
ing on the trade between Svna, Aralaa, and
Egypt, and therefore it s f'mrly concluded that
lt was well known to the ancient Ligyptians, It
is also found sculptured on some of the earliest
Fgryptian architectural monuments, Egypt, how-
ever, from position, physical character, and eivi-
lisation, was always more an Asiatic than an
African country; and from the fact of the camel’s
existing therc, its general diffusion over the
country cannot. be inferred.
have been known in the portion of Afrien lying
along the coast of the Mediterranean during its
possession by the Romans; and it seems not im-
probable, therefore, as some have conjectured, that

It does not appear fo.
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and gentlenesss, it has never been applied, in ite
domesticated state, to any useful purpose of man ;
and from iis eccentric and awkward forn: of muvﬂ—
ment, ia probably unfit for an

Hm'ned cattle, or oxen, o Taan varieties, are
general among all the more civilised tribes of
Africa; and in Egypt the existence of the ox
19 cneval with the earlieat records of the country.
Mummies of this animal have been found in the
catacombs, supposed to be not less than three
thousand vears old, Whether the oririnal stock
was imported or was dndigenous, cannot be ascer-
tained ; but most probably the latter, for the
common ox in the wild state is not known to ex-
ist in any part of this continent as it does in many
parts of Asia and its islands, and as it is known
once to have done in Europe, Th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>