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, ‘% JOURNEY FROM DELHI TO BOMBAY.
@;.—Depai;ture.—m Cattle Murkétﬁ.-——-fﬂnd Disposition of the Indians.

2 #Kottah.—Description of the . Town. —The Royal Castle.—Entertain-
:ients and Dan&e# The Holy Tawn qf Kesho Rae ~—Patun.

oy

“order to' rea.eh Bumbay' 1 had $wo rﬂa.ds before me ;" the one

'by Simla to the promortories of the Himmalayd ; the other to

‘. renowned rock temples o Adgunta and Elora. I would will-

& mglydhzwe chosen: the first, and penetrated to Lahore and the
* Indus ; but my friends dissuated me from it, on the simple ground * -
that the mountains wepsat this ‘ime covered with deep snow, and

3'; I should therefore have to delay my journey at least three months.
. I could net do this, and therefore decided for the other route. In

ps- wGaieutta. T had been strongly advised not to extend my journey
further than Delhi. The countries beyond, they said, ‘weéfe not

f under the Enghsh rule, and the population was in a very demo-

+ ralised condition. Especially they endeavoured to awaken my
apf;i'ehmsiuns by terrible accounts of the Thugs. These Thugs..

- as is well known, form a regularly organised society for rokbery

and murder, w.ich they scarcely regard as at -all blameable, and
eagily expiate by -a trifling gift to their ‘priests.” They must, haw-
~ewer, take the greatest. care not to shed the blood %f their ?mtlms,
- as that would involve' them in disgrace with their companions,
. and’ occasion their expulsion, They thel'efﬂre invariably adoptithe
:method of strangulation. - Many travellers have maintained. that
the Thugs belong to a particular religious sect, and do not commit
. their crimes either for the sake of robbery or révenge, but with a
. fanfatical idea of performing a meritorious action. I inquired,
- hﬂwwer, verv-closely into t)/is plint, and the result of my inquiry

-}'autfu e

T was, ¥="_0 distorted view of religion, but mere hatred, or more
: ﬁmquenﬂy the love of gmn, ha,d be,en the 1mpelhn-r motive of their-

' actions. These miscreants have a.cqulrt-,l extraordinary skill in

ﬂimr drqaﬂfui trade, and manifest the utmost” ndurane~—and perses - |
. veranee in watching'their uppﬂrtumtms. fl" 3y wilttlow a marked

- victim for months, &,
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In Delhi I found, however, that the danger of being attacked by
them was by no theans so gredt'as it had béen Tepresented to me.;
that the number of Thugs had' greatly declired, and that, bEEIdEE,
‘they never ventured on the murder of a Eiiropean,-as the English
covernment would in such a case institute the strictest search after
the perpetrators. As to any possible danger, therefore, I felt tole-

rably calm; but I had to make up my mmd to a good deal of
hardship and privation. -

The first station on my journey was to Kottah, a distance of-

290 English miles, and to reach this there were three methods ;
by palanquin, by camels, or waggon or bail: drawn by oxem All

three are, of course, slow enough, There are no post roads, and no
regularly established methods of corpmunication.. You must keep

the same people and the same anims s to the end of the journey,

“and you cannot go more than about ttventy miles a-day. For the

palanquin one has to hire eight ,earers~as well as some for the
luggage ; and although each one costs only cight rupees a month,
and feeds himself, the expense is considerable, especially as they

must be pald for their back journey. Travelling with camels is.
also expensive, and very inconvenient. I therefﬂre. decided for the '

most modest conveyance, the oxen waggon; and my friend
Dr. Sprenger was so kind as to make all the arrangements for me.
‘He drew up in the Hindostanee language a written contract with

the ~river, according to which I was to pay him the half of the -
fa,re, namely, fifteén rupees, 1mmed1ﬂ,{:ﬂ1}r, the other<i.ch we should -

arrive at Kottah, to which he was to bring me in fifteen days.
For every day longer that the journey lasted I had the right to
subtract three rupees.

For further security, Dr. Sprenger gave me, by way of escort,
one.of his most trustworthy cheprasses,—servants of the English
government,—who wear an official red scarf, and a brass plate on
the shoulder, on which is engraved the name of the town to which
they belong. One or more of these is appointed to every govern-
ment nfﬁcer, and they hold a“muc™ higher rank_t_hgn ordinas y
servants, Besides this, my kind country people furuisi.~we with

-such ample stores of prov sions and warm covering that my waggon

could hardly centain thé.n. God grant that I may one day see them
again.” I-euld not ;¢ part from them with melancholy feelings.
I left DelhiTarly in the morning on the 30th of January 1848

and the first- dav~we made only eighteen miles, as the heavy

- = -

",
-

N



; JOﬁfINE‘E! FRON DE’ HI TO»BOMBAY, 39

snimals required {o b~ aﬂﬂusmmﬂd. to the pace ; but I found: much
interesting occupation in seeing again the numerous ruins that lay
on both sides of the road, which ] had visited a tew days before
with my friends. This night, and all the following ones, I passed
ina Serai; fof I had no tent, no palanquin, and bongolos are not io
be found on the road. The Serais in the httle villages are, un-
fortynately, not to be compared with those in the larger towns,
being merely cells built of clay, scarcely seven fect square, with a
narrow entranee of not more than five feet high, To my surprise,
however, I found them always swept quite clean, and there was
bruurrht to me a sort of low wooden bedstead made with plaited
cords, on which I threw my coverings, and which made me a mag-
nificent couch. The cheprass lay down like Napolcon’s Mameluke, :
at the door of my cell, and " had the satisfaction to think he en.
joyed a sound slecp, as he heard nothing of a rather brisk engage-s
ment which I had with _a very large dog that had been attracted
by the smell of my w+”_-filled pruvision basket.

January 31st.—Towards the aftcrnoon we came to the little
_town of Balamgalam, in which there is an Iinglish military station,
a mosque, and a quite new Hindoo temple. The night was passed
in the little town of Palwal. In that district the peacocks are so
numerous and so tame that I used to gee every morning dozens of
these beautiful crcatures on the trees and in the villages, where
they come for the food given them by the good-natured inhabitants,

February lst-—This day's station was the lif le town of Cossi,
and during the last few miles, before reaching it, we had been cone
- tinually overtaken by natives, who were hurrying busily towards it
on account of a cattle market held there. - This market presented a
picture of the greatest confusion. The animals were standing sll
about, amidst heaps of hay and straw, the scllers sereaming without
intermission in praise of' their goods, and lalf persuading, half
dragging, purchasers about by foree, whilst they, on their parts,
bawled no less loudly, so that altogether the uproar was stunning.
What most struck mc was the rppearance of the sheemakers or
cobblers.wio, with the simple materials of their trade,—a l.tle
~ table, with thread, lecather, and wire, s*uck in somewhere among
the bundles of ha,y,—were, in” the mids* of thé tumult, quietly
following their ﬂaﬂupatlnn of the cure of sgls1 On this and on
many other occasions it appeared to me tV at thé-witives of Hin-
dostan are by no means so idle as they ave generally comsidered,
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but, on the contrary, that they are ready io pake every tavuurable
opportunity of earning s little money. -

As all the Serais at the entrance of the tnwn were overflowing
with guests, we had to pass through it to the opposite side ; and it
was curious to enter beneath the high vaulted $tately looking
archway that formed the gate into the miserable dollection of mud
huts, ranged along streets so narrow that the people had to get
under their doorways to let my waggon pass.  The country
round had consisted for a long time of boundless plains, where
spots of cultivation alternated with dry burnt-up-looking heaths,
The corn stood already a foot high, but was so full ot yellow
flowers that one could not really tell by looking at it whether the
corn or the weeds had been sown. The culture of cotton is, how-
ever, very considerable here. The plant docs not, indeed, attain
-the height or size of the Egyptian, but the quality of the cotton is
not &t all dependent upon the size >f the plant, and that produced
here is of the finest and whitest kind. ~ On “hese plaing I saw here
and therc small houses built on artificially raised perpendicular
mounds of clay, from six to eight feet in height. There were no
steps, but the inhabitants ascend to the platform by ladders, which
are drawn up at night. As well as I could make out from-the
account of my servant, which I only half understood, they were
built thus for protection against tigers, which are here very
1requent1;r seen,

Februury 3rd. Baratpoor.—We passed this day dver a Wldﬁ
trm:t of dwarfed crippled-looking trees, which reminded me of
nothing so much as of some parts of Ireland ; and at the end of the
wooded region we came to a place where the ground was rent into
ghasms and thrown up as if by an earthquake., Some of the people
whom we met, too, hrd so wild an appearance, that 1 felt half -
inclined to be afraid of them. They behaved perfectly well to me,
however, and morning and evening made me a. very hearty salam,
carrying their hands from the forehead to the breast. In many
more civilised-looking eountrier~1 should not have met with the
gan.e courtesy. .

February 6¢h.—"This rrorning, as I was about to leave the Serai,

three armed mern plantes themselv+s before my baili, and stopped
me, in spite of the veoiferations of my people. Iunderstood at length
that the nratt(> in disp. te was only a few pence which they claimed
for hawing, as wev said, watched before my sleeping apartment.
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The . cheprass,-itvis *o0.be observed; had an idea that the Serai was
haunted, and he had therefore requested: from the Serdar the
favour of an additional watch. Possibly these men may have lain
and slept 1n some corner of the court, Certainly, though I have
repeatedly lodked out, I had seen nothing of them ; but what can
one dxpect fora few pence ? -1 made them happy with the trifle
they demanded, whereupon they made a regular military whecl to
the right about, and with many salams left me to pursue my way
in peace. Had I been at all inelined to fear, I must for some days
past have been-In constant apprehension, for the appearance of the
people was by no means calculated to inspire confidence. They
all carried swords, bows, and arrows, strong cudgels covered with
iron, iron. ghields, and. even muskets. The very shepherds in the .
fields were armed to the tee h. Nothing, however, could disturb
the tranquillity of my mind. I seemed to feel a perfect conviction
~that my last hour had not yelstruck ; yet for all that I must own
I was not sOrTY that-ve should pass the deelj caverns and awful
looking rgvines, through which this day’s journey lay, in bright
daylight. ‘From these ravines we entered a deep valley, at the
beginning of which, on a solitary hill, stood & fort ; four miles further
we came to a group of trees, in the midst of which, on a pedestal
about five feet high, stood a figure of & horse in stone, and near if
was a well made with great blocks. of red sandsione, with threc
steps leading down to the water. Similar and much larger welis
and cisterns, ghaded by the most magnificent mango and tamarind
trees, are frequently found in India, especially in districts where,
as here, good springs are wanting, It is a beautiful faith of
Hindoos and Mahomedans, that by the.erection or such works for
the public good they improve their own prospects of future felieity.
Near many of the wells is placed a mzn whose business it is
to spare the weary wanderer even the trouble of fetching the
water,

Pleasant as it is, on gany aﬁmunts to meet with these wells, it
is, however, r, very disagreeaple tc see the men going down into the
water, wasiu.g themselves, and pouring it over them, and to Jon-
sider that thig is the water one has to dvink. Bat the necessities
of thirst “have no law,” and O I went eud filled my'pitcher with
the rest. - - |

February Tth. Dungerkamalama, a 11tLe villizeat {he foot uf' a
‘pretty hill. A short distance fmm the sthtion jy a bit of genuine



T4 A LADY'S. VOYAGEJROURKD THE W®RLI}

. "

Arabian sandy desert, which, however, fortunately, did not extend
far, The sandy plains of India are mostly capable of eultivation,
for you need only dig a few feet to find water enough to overflow
the fields, Even in the midst of this little desert, too, there lﬂ,y
some fields of fine-looking wheat. v -

This afternoon I thuuu-ht I should have had to make use a‘f my
pistols, in order to settle a quarrel. My driver always required
everybody to give way to him, and when this was not done he
began to wrangle. To-day we met with half-a-dozen armed
drivers, who pﬂ,id no attention to his screams, whereupon in g
great fury he seized his whip, and threatened to lash them with it.
Had it come to a fight, we must certainly have had the worst of it,
but fortunately our antagonists contented themselves with abuse,
and at last gave way. I had befor: remarked that the Hindoo
sereams and threatens a great deal, but seldom or never comes to
blows. I have lived much amons the people, and seen many =
quarrel, but never a fight. Indeed, when *he quarrel lasted too
long, they generally sat down to it. Even the boys do not struggle
and fight, either in play or in earnest. Once only I saw two boys
engaged in what scemed a serious dispute, and at length one gave .
the other a box on the ear, but he did it as cautiously as if he had
been hitting himself. The one who had received the considerate
blow just passed his sleeve over his cheek, and there was an end of
tae matter. Other boys hiad been looking on from a distance, but
took no part in the quarrel. This mildness of disposition may
proceed in part from their vegetable diet, and in part from the
precepts of their religion, which are so merciful towards animals ;
but I cannot heip thinking that cowardice has something to do
with it. I have been told that it is searcely possible to induce o
Hindoo to enter a dark-room without a light, and if a horse or an
ox makes the slightest spring, great and small scream, and fly in
all directions. On the other hand, I heard from English officers
that the Sepoys are quite brave soldiers. = Does, then, the valour

. . hd :

come with the coat, or 13 if frcm the example of the Enghsh ?
Of “¢he tenderness of the Hindoo towards animals, s saw a pretty
instance in & little town 1 passed through. There was a donkey
that either by accident er nature vas a perfect eripple, and was
dragging itself with great effort along the street, at an extremely
slow pace.” Scma peopic with laden beasts of burthen were behind
him, and stopped by the slowness of his movements, but they
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waited in patient resignation, without uttering a syllable of dis-
pleasure, much less lifting .a hand to urge the poor beast to
greater speced. Many of the inhabitants came out of their houses
and gave it food, and every passer-by went carefully out of
its way. = °

February 11th.—To-day, the thirtegnth from Delhi, I arrived
at Kottah, and I had been on the whole journey very well satisfied
with my servant and my driver., The owners of the serais had
- not asked more from me than they would have done from a native,
and had shown me all the civilities consistont with the austere
precepts of their religion. I had passed the nights indeed in open
cells, and even under God’s free sky; but, though surrounded
by the poorest and lowest of the people, I was never insulted by
deed, word, or even look. Never was I robbed of the smallest
article; and 1if 1 gave a trifle to a child, the parent always endea-
-voured to acknowledge the °ft in some way or other. Oh, if
Europeans only knew how easily these unsophisticated people are
to be won by kindness and indulgence ! But, unfortunately, they
try to rule over them by force, and treat them almost always with
contempt and harshness,

Kottah is the capital of the kingdom of Rajpootan, and here, as
in all the other provinces which the English Government has still
left under the rule of the native princes, is an English officer, who
bears the title of the Resident, though he might rather be called
the king, or the king’s governor, for the poor king can wo nothing
without his conscnt. These shadows of sovereigns cannot even cross
the frontiers of their states without the permission of the Reg:dent.
"Their most important fortresses have English garrisons, and smaller
Inglish military stations arc scattered about. For the people
this superintendence 13 in some measure Fjurious—in some meq-
sure uscful. The burning of widows, and the cruel punishments
formerly practised, such as the being trampled to death by ele-
phants, or dragged along at their tails, arc abolished ; but, on the
- other hand, the taxes are become hemuu, since the king has to
pay, for theTTght of governing according to the will of the Rasi-
dent, a considerahle tubute, which of course he gets ont of the
pockets of his people, - -

Captain Burdon, the Resident of Kottah, was an intimate friend
of my kind countryman of Delhi, Dr. Sprenzer, who had-announced
to m beforchand my arrival. Unluckily he was at the time
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absent on a jJourney of inspection to the several military stations;
but before his departure he had made every preparation for my
reception, and commissioned his physician, Dr. Rolland, to see his
opmmands cxecuted. He had cven carried his attention so far as

to send forward to the last night station books, nbwspapera, and
servants for my use, though they happened to miss me, from my
driver having taken, for the two last days, what he considered a
short cut, away from the main road,

I alighted at the beautlful bongolo of the RE‘BldGnt The house
was cmpty, for Mrs, Burdon and her children had accompaniced
her husband, as it is very common to do in India, where Europeans
require frequent change of air, but the house, the scrvants, the
Sepoys, the Captain’s palanquin and carriage,~all stood at my
disposal ; and, to complete my goo fortune, Dr. Rolland was 8o
good as fo offer himself as the companion of my excursions.

February 12th.~—'This morning “he king, Ram Singh, who had
been informed of my arrival, sent me some large baskets of fruit
and sweetmeats, and at the same time, what pleased me still more,
his beautifully decorated elephant, as well as an efficer on horse-
back and some soldiers. 1 was soon seated with Dr. Rolland
on the lofty howdah, and moved off pretty quickly iowards-the
town,

Kottah lies on the river Chumbal, in an extensive and partly

iocky plain, 1,300 feet above the level of the sea. It is advan-

tageuusly situated, and surrounded with strong fortifications., The
interior of the town i8 divided, by three gates, into three different

districts.  The first, which is inhabited by the poorest class . of

people, looks deplorable enough; the two others, where the mer-
chants and richer people live, look much better, and the pringipal
strect, thongh rugged a=d stony, is at least broad enongh to enable
a carriage to pass without inconvenience to the passengers.
The style of building in the houses is quite original. In Benares
I had been struck with the smallness of the windows, but here they

are so low and narrow that peop'e can hardly put their heads out

of them. Many houses have large baleonies ; othe.’, on the first
floor, spacious halls, resting on columns, gometimes taking up the
whole front of the house--gometimes divided into two or three
apartments, but open fo the streets. At the two corners of. the
large halls are pretty pavilions, at the back of which are doors
lcading into the .nterior of the house.
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Thesge halls mostl>~ serve for shops and places of' business, hut
they are, at the same time, lounging places for idle people, who sit
upon mats and smoke their hookahs, while they amuse themselvis
by looking on at what 13 passing in the street. In other houses,
again, the front walls were painted in fresco, with terrible giants,
tizers, and lions, twice or thrice as large as life, with their
tongues hanging out in the most alarming manner, or sometimes
with deities, flowers, arabesques, &e., thrown together without
tagte or meaning, but danbed over with the most frightful colours.
The numerous Hindoo temples are a handsome decoration to the
town ; they stand on high terraces, and are every way more
spacious and beautiful than those of Benares, with the exception
only of the Visvishas. The royal palace lies at the end of the
third guarter, and forms a to™n within a town, or rather a fortress
within a fortress, since it ia surrounded ot only on the onter side;
but also towards the town with enormous walls.

From the city we took our way toward Armornevas, one of the
pleasure palaces of the monarch (had the Resident been in Kottah,
I should have had the honour of a presentation, but as he was not,
etiquette did not allow 1t). Fhe road was most immoderately bad,
and covered with great stones, so that I could not sufficiently
admire the skill of our elephant in placing his clumsy feet so as to
avoid them, and yet trotting along as briskly as if he were on the
finest road.

I expressed to Dr. Rnllﬂnd my surprise that as his Majesty
frequently visited this palace he did not improve the road a little,
but he replied that it was a maxim with Indian monarchs néver to
make any roads, because they say it would, in case of a war, bé
such a great convenicnce to the enemy,

The gardens of the palace are so thickl>set with orange, Iemon,
and other trees, that there is not room for the smallest flower-bed
or lawn. The few flowers to be found, as in most Indian gardens,
were at the entrance. Tho walks are raised two feet high, as the
ground, frnm the frequent irrigetions, is almost always damp and
dirty. At Tais palace the monarch enjoys the diversion of tiger
hunting, or rather tiger shooting. Small towers are erected a
little way further-dﬂwn the riTer, to whi~h the tigers are gradually
dnven up, and then the king and company sit seuurelymthm, and
fire away valiantly on the wild monsters below. 4 *~ ~

e r
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We afterwards visited some beautiful groges of tamarind and
mango trees, beneath whose shade repose the ashes of many royal
princes. The evening was closed by all kinds of entertainments,
The good doctor wished to make me acquainted with the various
performances of the Hindoos, most of which, however, were not
new to me. He brought beforc me a man who had got together a
company of monkies which performed divers feats very cleverly ;
then a snake charmer, who let the largest and most poisonous
snake twist round his arms and legs ; lastly appeared four elegant
dancing girls, dressed in gold and silver muslin, and loaded with
ornaments on forehead, throat, bosom, hands, arms, feet, and cven
toes, besides a large jewel that hwung down from their noses. I
recollect to fiave read in books that the performances of these
Indian dancers was morc graceful t"an those of Europeans, that
their songs were melodious, their pantomime tender and impas-
sioned, &e, I should like much to “now whether those who gave
this description have ever been in India at all.  Not less untrue is,
as far as I have seen, the statement of the extreme indelieacy of
these dances. Those who say this must have forgotten the Sam-
maquceea and Refolosa in Valparaiso, or the dances of the women
of Otaheiti, or, indeed, those of our own opera ballet dancers
with their silk fleshings,

The dress of the women in Rajpootan is very different from
tuat of other parts of Indin. They wear long, full-coloured petti-
coats and close boddices, scarcely high enough to cover the bosom.
Over this they have 2 blue or white shawl or veil, in which they
envelGpe the head, face, and shoulders, leaving a piece hanging
down in front like an apron. When they have not this veil on,
they look a good deal like our vwn peasant girls. © They are, how-
ever, like the dancers, -usually laden with ornaments of gold or
silver, or, if they cannot afford tlus, of some other metal, or even
horn or bone, They have also little bells to their ankles, so that

~one can hear them coming sixty paces off ; their toes are covered
with heavy rings, and, what is v-orse, they have them hanging
- fron: the nose to the chin. I could not help pity.ag the poor
creatures when I saw them taking their meals. They must suffer
grievously for their finerr. - - |
Among the other ornaments I noticed that many of the people
wore amul<is or ipages nung round their necks, so that I took them .
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at first fnr Cafhnhcﬂ, and rejoiced at this evidence of the success of
the missionaries ; but, alas! when I came nearer, Isaw that, instead
of & saint or heavenly Madonna, it was the head of an ox, or the
long-tongued goddess Kalli, or the light-armed god Shiva, who was
grinning at me. | |

February 13th.—To day Dr, Rolland took me to a little town con-
sidered one of the holiest in the country, which lies on the opposite
side of the river, about six miles from Kottah, Beautiful stone
steps lead down to the sacred water, where many pilgrims come to
bathe-themselves, and in some elegant kiosks Brahmins were sitting
receiving the money of the faithful for the honour of the gods. On
one of the steps lay a large turtle sunning himself, and no one
seemed to dream of interfering with his comfort.

The temple, which i3 very arge and handsome, though the town
1s small and wretched-looking, is open on all sides, and of an
octagonal form. In the upper part are gallerics, destined for
women and musicians. The sanctuary stands in the back ground,
and before 1t hang five bells, which are rung whenever a woman
enters the temple, as they were when I came in.  Thereupon the
closed and draperied doors were opened, and a full sight of the
interior permitted us: We saw there a small party of gods cut in
stone, and & Brahmin engaged in driving with a large flapper the
flies from their speritwel {countenances. The chapels contained
red painted images or stones. In the fore court was seated the
figure of & saint dressed quite decorously, and even with a cap
upon hig head. On the opposite side of the river is a hill depomi-
vated the Holy Hill, on which stands the figure of an ox coarsely
cut in stone. Near this hill Captain Burdon has built himself an
elegant house, and here he keeps a fine collection of stuffed blrds,
which he has brought himself from the Himmalaya.
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CONTINUATION OF THE JOURNEY.

Meeting with the Burdon Family.—Women of the Lower Class in India.—
Captain Hamilton.—Indor.— Presentation af Court.— Manufacture of Ice.
~—Industry of Women and Children.—The Rocky Temple at Adjunta,—.4
Teger Hunt,—The Rock Temple of Klora.—The Fortress of Dowlutabad,

IN the countries under the rule of the native princes there are
~ neither post-offices nor roads, but in- all the towns and villages
there are people appointed to show the way to travellers and carry
their luggage. Those who travel with a guard or cheprass pay
them nothing, others give them a trifle for their services, more or
less, according to the distance. On my leaving Kottah the king
had had the complaisance to offer me camels for the journey, as
well as Sepoys for my escort; and .7hen I arrived at the end. of
my first stage every one came forward to serve me, as well asg,
perhaps, to sce a European woman,—here a great rarvity, They
brought me milk, eggs, and wood. My style of living was very
simple and frugal ; my best meals were of rice boiled in milk, or
eggs, but usnally I had only rice, with water and salt. A leathern
bottle for water, a small pan for cooking, a handful of salt, and
some bread and rice, constituted my whole 'pmparatmn for wanis
of this kind.

_ Late in the evening I arrived at Nurankura, & hamlet surrounded
by low hills. Here I found some tents belonging to Captain Bur-
don, and a male and female servant waiting for me. I was exces-
sively fatigued, for the movement of the camel is very disagreeable,
and I immediately retired into one of the tents to try and get some
sleep ; but I was followed by the maid, who began, almost whether
I would or not, to knead me all over with great encrgy, assuring
me that it was extremely good for me, and wonld take away my
fatigue ; and it was true that, after 1 lmd gone through this disci-
pline for a quarter of an hour, I felt greatly refreshed, Shethen
explained to me, halt’ in words half by signs, that the family had
expected me to dinner, that a palunquin was in readiness, and that
I could sleep in it as well as in a tent. I thought this was very
likely, so at eleven o’clock I continued my journey. The country
was indeed, I was inforined, very much infested by tigers, but
since I had several toreh-bearers with me-—and tigers are sworn.
cnemics of light—I had no reason to fear that my sleep would be
disturbed by tbem. At three o’clock in the morning I was again
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- deposited in a tent tnat stood ready for my reception, and fur-
nished with all conveniences, and the next morning I had the
pleasyge of becoming acquainted with the amiable family of
Captain Burdop, who leads the most happy domestic life with his
wife and seven children, whom the parents instruct almost ﬂntirely
themselves.

They scem perfectly gay and contented, although they are
confined wholly to their own society and that of Dr. Rolland, who
is the only European besides themselves in Kottah., Now and then
they =<<eive o visit from some officer who is travelling through
the country, and T was myself the first European woman whom
Mrs. Burdon had secn for- four years. I passed the whole day
most agreeably in the family circle, and was not a little astonished
to find in this wild country all the comforts and conveniences of a
well-arranged house. I wili take this opportunity of giving some
idea of how English officers, civil and. military, travel in India.

In the first place, they possess tents so large as to contain three
or four rooms, and they carry with them all the proper furniture,
including carpets, elegant divans, and all manner of household and
kitchen utensils, as well as a great number of servants. After
‘having passed the night comfortably in their beds, they get into
convenient palanquing, or on horseback, about three in the morning,
and travelling four or five hours alight at their tent, which is again
in readiness for them, and take = ﬁﬂplt&l hot breakfast. They
never go more than about eight miles in the day, and they have
about them all the articles to which they are accustomed, and _take
all their usual meals. The cooks continue their jﬂgrney always in
the night, and the moment the masters are gone the ients are
broken wp and carried forward as quickly as possible: there is,-of
course, no Jlack of human hands to Iabour, or of heasts of burden.
In the most civilised countries of Europe people do not travel as
conveniently and luxuriously as they do in India. Captain Burdon
wished to give me the use of his palanquin, and the bearers
belonging to.it, as far as Indor, my next stopping place; but I
really could not help pitying the fatigue of these poor people so
much, that I pretended I did not mind travelliing on a camel, nay,
even preferred it to the palanquin on aceount of the prospect. At
Runcha I had to take up my quarters in the midst of the Bazaar,
under an open verands, whilst half the population of the town
cathered round me to watch every look and metion. They had,
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at all events, a good opportunity of obserfing what a Kuropean
woman looks like when she is angry, for I gave my people &
famous scolding, on account of the sleepy pace they had allowed
the camels to kéep: we had been from early in the morming till
late at night upon the march, and had not made more than twenty
or twenty-two miles, the pace of an'ox waggon.

During the following days we passed over low hills, where the
uncultivated land was alrcady burnt up by the sun, and although
we were not yet out of February, the thermometer rose during the
day to 28 or 30 deg. of Reaumur, and the plantations of—=oppy,
flax, corn, and cotton were flourishing-lnxuriously. Every where
runlets of water were conduncted thrm:gh the fields, and peasants
~with teams of oxen were ocenpied in drawing water out of the
wolls and rivers. I did not see an - women engaged in the work,
and in general it appeared to me thaf the lot of the poorer classes
of women in India and the East s not so hard as is commonly
supposed. All the hard labour is performed by men, and they take
part even in the work properly belonging to women ; as for
instance, in the cities inhabited by Europeans, men do the washing
and ironming, On the fields at harvest time you may see women,
but they perform only the lightest of the work, and when there
are no animals of burden the men carry both the burdens and the
- children. I never once saw a man ill treat either his wife or child ;
and T wish from my heart that the poor women in our countries
were only half as well treated as in many which are considered in
o very rude state. During the journey I was one day witness of
a mournful scepe, originating in the mistaken notions of religion
prevalent among the Hindoos, Not far from the veranda where T
had taken shelter for the night,—for there were now no more
Seraig,—an old man was lying stretched out on the ground without
giving any sign of life; the passers by stopped, locked at him for
e moment, and then went on their way. No one offered to help
him, or asked a question about him. The poor fellow had sunk
down in such a state of exhaustion that he could net say to what
caste he belonged. At length T teok courage, approached him,
and lifted up the head eloth which had fallen down partly over his
face ; buttwo glazed cyes met mine~—the body was stiff and cold
—my help had come too late. The next morning the body still
lay in the same vlace. T was told it was Ief't to see whethﬁi' any
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On reaching Indcr, I found, as I approached the town, that
Mr. Hamilton, the resident, to whom I had letters, was out
taking an airing, and soon after I met his equipage, which was
very magnificent ; an open landau, with four fine horses, and four
servants in Oriental costume vunning Deside it. The gentlemen
had scarcely perceived my approach when they stopped, and sent
one of their servants towards me. Drobably they were curious to
know what accident had thrown a solitary Europeam woman into
this remote 1Lgmn. My servant, who had the letters for Mr,
Hamilton alrcady in his hand, hastened to him, and delivered
them. He read them hastily through, and then immediately got
out of his carriage, came to me, and gave me a most cordial
reception, without taking any offence at my shabby clothing or
scanty attendancc, He 1ed n"s himself into the bongolo destined
to the reception of stranger-, placed several rooms at niy service,
and did not leave me till he had seen that the scrvants had pune-
tually fulfilled his orders. IHe thm went away, promising to send
for me in an hour to dinner.

The palace of the resident, distant scarcely a hundred yards
from the bongelo, 1s & splendid edifice in the true Italian style;
broad steps lead up to halls, which, for space and beautiful pro-
portions, excel any of the kind I had cver seen, and all the
internal arrangemcnts correspond with expectations exeited by
the exterior. -

Tt was Sunday, and I Lad therefore the pleasure of meeting
assembled at Indor the whole Kuropean world ; videlicet, three
families; and my surprise at the magnificence surrounding me,
and at the luxurious banquet, was completed by hearing an excellent,
well-practised band strike up some of the well-remembered melo-
dies of my father-land, After dinner, Mr,-Hamilton presented to
me the leader, & Tyrolese of the name of Niher, who in the
course of three ycars had drilled a corps of young natives into
this excellent orchestra. 1le is married, and I went afterwards to
see¢ his wife, who was moved evel to tears at the sound of her
native Germau language, which she had not heard for fifteen years.

The town of Indor contains about 25,000 inhabitants. The
royal pn.laﬂe stands 1n the mid:t of it, &rd forms a quadrangle ;
the frout rises in a pyramidal form six stories high, and the
entrance gate, with a tower on cach side, is very handsoine, 'T'he
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outside is covered with frescoes, mostly of e’ephants and horges;
the interior is divided into several courts, and on the first floor is’
a large open hall, which servés as the residence of several holy
oxen, Opposite to this hall is the reception room, but to reach
the royal apartments you have to go through passages so dark
that lights are necessary in the brightest sunny day. Thid is the
case in most of the palaces of Hindostan, and: it 1s said they are
made 50 with a view of concealing their occupants from she enemy,
or at least of rendering the access to them difficult. |

We found the queen, an aged, childless widow, with her adopted .
son, Prince Hury-RBao-Holcar, & lad of fourteen, with a good-
natured expressive face. They were both dressed in white mushn,
and the latter had jewels on his turban, his breast, and his arms.
All the apartments and passages we e crowded with servants, who
thrust themselves into the reception-room without the smallest
ceremony, in grder to lock at us a litile closer, so that we sat in a
perfect mob, Sweetmeats and fruits were brought, rose-water
sprinkled over us, and some attar of roses poured upon our hand-
kerchiefs, After a time they brought us some areca nut and betel
leaf on a silver cup, which the queen herself presented to us,
This is the signal for the termination of the audience, and until it
is given one must not go. Before we got up, large garlands
of jessamine were hung round our necks, and I had them also
placa& round my wrist, and when we got home froits and sweet-
mests were sent after us. The queen, who had remained unveiled,
though Mr. Hamilton was present, gave orders that we Bhﬂuld
have the palace shown to us, and we were led round it by the
Mundsch, or tator of the young prince ; but with the exception
of the hall of audience, the rooms are all extremely simple, and
with scarcely any furniture but cushions, covered with white mus-
kin, which lie on the ground. When we came out upon the terrace,
we found the prince riding out, with a numerous train, mounted,
some on horses,some on glephants. The soldiers were well dressed
in white trousers and blue cafigas, and a sort of murmur, which I
was told expressed approbation, arose on the appuarance of the
prince.. His highness can speak broken English, and he put some
questions to me implyiny that he -was not ignorant of geography,
so -that I could cumphmﬂnt the mundsch on the success of his
education.
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This Mundsch hal the complaisance also to show me over the
ice manuvfactory. The ice is usually made in the months of
December and January, but even in February the nights, and still
more the early morning hours before sunrise, are so cool, that
shallow water'is easily covered with a coat of thin ice. For this
purpose, where the ground is impregnated with saltpetre, flat pits

~are dug, in which are laid thin flat pans of porous clay filled with

water, or, where there is no saltpetre in the ground, the highost
terraces of the houses are covered with straw, and the dishes
placei_upnn them. The thin coat of ice thus gained is then broken
into pieces, poured over with water, and placed in the ice p1t5,
which are also kept covered with straw.

Besides his attentions to me at Indﬂr, Mr. Hamilton was so
gnud as to provide for my [urther journey, for which I might
again have had the use of the royal camels ; but to avoid fatigue ¥
preferred the ox waggon. He made himself the agreement with

.the driver, arranged my stations for me from. here to Aurunjabad
-ﬁ.‘i(} miles), gave me an excellent servant and a sepoy to accom-

pany me, furmished me with letters, and even asked whether I
had money enough, and all that with a manner so kind and
friendly, that it was of as much value as the services themselves.
Not merely in Indor, but everywhere, I heard the name of this
gentleman mentioned with the highest respect.

The road on leaving Inder led through palm groves and a
richly cultivated-country to a village called Simarola, where I

found ready for me a pretty tent, which Mr. Hamilton had sent

forward in order to surprise me with one more good night, and
thanked him most fervently in my heart for the attention. From
Simarola the country becomes picturesque.- A narrow mountain
ridge, in many places scarcely broad enough for the road, leads

-across small valleys at whose sides the most beautiful lightly-

wooded mountaing are piled up. Among the trees I particularly v

noticed two species, one with red, the other with yellow flowers,

but both atrangely wanting in legves. Kver since.deaving Knttﬁh
on account of the increasing stonyness of the road, the camels nad
beéh getting scarcer, and they were replaced by trains of oxen. I
have met herds, which must hive consistzd of several theusands,

Jaden with corn, wood, salt, &c. Tt is inconceivable to me where

food for all these animals can be found, for no meadHWﬂ are to be

seen, and, except the plantations, the ground is burnt up or covered
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with fine withered grass called jungle grasc, which I never saw
any animal taste. The activity of the women and children in the
villages through which these trains pass is most striking. They -
furnish themselves with baskets, and follow the trains to an
immense distance, colleeting the dung of the animals, which they
make into flat cakes and dry in the sun for fuel. Late in the
cvening we entered, amidst thunder and lightning, the village of
Burwai, where there was said fo be an open bongolo, hut as we
could not find it in the dark I had to content mysclf with the
shelter of a projecting roof. L

February 29th.—This day’s stage was one of the longest we
had, and our road led through dreary wildernesses and jungles. We
had been jogging for some time quietly along, when all on a
sudden our animals made a stop, an stood as if they were rooted
to the ground, trembling at the same- time all over. Their fear
communicated itself to the men, who began in a fone of horror to
screamn, © Tiger! tirer!” I ordered them to go on shouting as
loud as they could, and also to tear up some jungle grass and set
fire to it, in hopes of terrifying any beasts that might be near us,
though I saw nothing of them, but I learnt afterwards that scarcely
a night passed in which & horse or an ox did not bécome the prey
of a tiger, and only a few days before a poor woman who-had
lingered late in the Jungle was torn to. pieces. All the villages
were surrounded by high walls of earth or stone, whether from
fear of beasts or from any other canse I could not with certainty
learn. These fortress-villages extend as fur as Aurunp.bad &
distance of 150 miles. -

Mayrek 3d.— Adjunta.——Before arriving at tlus place we passed
through a tremendous, but easily defended, mountain pass, closed
at the top by an immense fortified gate, which now, however, in .
time of peace, was left open. The heights on each side were de-
fended hy high strong walls., At every step the scenery became
more wildly romantic; picturesque masses of rock and mighty
walls lay on either side, and valiey receded behind valley far into
the mountains, while in front the cye ranged frecly over a far
extending plain, ’

At Adjunta I found the residént, Captain Gill, to whom I had
letters from Mr. Hamilton, and after the first salutations I ex-
pressed & wish to sec the remowned rocky temple of Adjunta. 1
then learned, 10 my vexation, that I could have reached it by &
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much shorter route from my last night’s station, Furdapoor, to
which it really lay much nearer. What was to be done? The
temple I would see; but I had little time to lose, so I resolved at
once to go back again, and taking with me a little provision and
mounting the best-horse in Captain Gill’s stud, I was through the
mountain pass again in little more than an hour, and on my way
to the temple. J

The road lies through some wild desolate valleys, whose death-
like stillness is disturbed by no song of bird, no sound of life, and
whicu are perfeetly well adapted to excite expectation of the won-
ders here to be beheld. The temples are twenty-seven in number,
cut in lofty perpendicular rocks of 8 semi-circular form. . On some
of these rocky walls there are two stories of temples, one above
wnother, with paths leading to” the top, but so narrow and broken
that you scarcely know where to set your foot. Below, you look
mnto tremendous abysses, in which a mountain torrent loses itseld,
while above, to the height of several hundred feet, rises the faco
of the smooth perpendicular rock. Most of the temples form
quadrangles, into whieh you enter through verandahs and beau-
titul portals, which, supported upon columns, seem to bear up the
massive pile of roek. I counted in the larger twenty-eight, in the
smallest eight columns. At the sides of the temples are little
perfectly dark cells, in which, probably, the priests used to live.
In the back ground, in a larger chamber, was the sanctuary, and
here are gigantic figures in all positions, some measuring above
eighteen feet, and reaching nearly the cciling of the temple, which
18 four-and-twenty feet high. The walls of the temple and veran-
dahs arc full of gods and statues of good and evil spirits, In one
of the temples is represented a whole giant war, and all the figures,
columns, verandahs, and portals are cut out of the living rock,
Their immense numbers and the great beauty of the sculptures
nnd reliefs, on the columns, capitals, friezes, doors, and even on
the ceilings of the temples,—the irexhaustible variety in the draw-
mgs and pattcens,—is truly admirable. It seems as if it were
scarcely possible that these masterly and at the same time gigantic
works could be executed by hyman hands.. The Brahmins gscribe
them to superiiatural agency, and maintain that the epoch of their
crration cannot be discovered. Besides the sculptures, there. are
in many places paintings, with colours brighter aid fresher than
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The temples of the second kind have an oval form, and majestic
lofty portals, which lead immediately into the interior. The largest
‘of these has on cach side a colonnade of nineteen columus, the
. gmallest of eight ; but in these are no -priests’ cell~ and no sanc-
tuary. Instead of the latter, there stands at the end of each
temple a high monument of a cupola form, and on one of these is
hewn out a statuc of Buddha in a standing position, On the walls
of the larger temple are gigantic figures ent out of the living rock,
beneath which is a sleepmn' Buddha, twenty-cne feet long, After
I had spent some hours in climbing and ereeping about, £°& had
closely viewed each individual temple, I was led back into one that
I had sdready seen, and behold there stood s little table, most
richly furnished with refreshments. and inviting me to a welcome
meal. ‘It was Captain Gill who hac heen so kind as to send after
me into this desert all that was required for an elegant tiffin,
including a table and chairs. Thus strengthened and refreshed, I
found the way home by no means fatwumg
" 'The house which Captain Gill inhabits in Adjunta is Emgularly
sitnated. A pleasant garden, with flowergeand foliage, surrounds
the front, whence you look over a beautiful plain, whilst the hitkk
is on the brink of a really terrible precipice, where the head grows
giddy at the sight of precipitous crags and awful chasms and abysses.

‘When Captmn Gill understood that I wished to visit the
renowned fortress of Dowlutabad, he told me that no one "'wags
~ admitted to it without an order from the commandant of Aurun-
jabod ; but he added, that he would immediately send a méssenger
thither for one, and he could at the same time bring me & card of
admission for Elora. There and back the messenger would have
a distance of 140 miles to go, and all this courtesy was shown by
Englishmen to me, a German woman, without rank or distinction
of any kind.

At four o’clock in the morning the captain favoured me with
his company at the coffee table-and half an hour afterwards I was
sisting in my baili pursmng my Jﬂurney |

March 6,—Early in the morning I mounted my horse, to visit
the rocky temple of FElora ; but ;B8 it often happens in life, I'was
remintled of the proverbial sayin “%Man proposes and God dis-
poses,” and instead of the temple T saw a tiger hunt.

. T had scarcely turned my back on the town where I had passed
the niaht whan T aowr advaneino fnwirrﬂﬁ me from the hﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ}ﬂ
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several Europeans, sitting upon elephants. We stopped on coming
up with "each other, and began a conversation, from which it ap-
peared that the gentlemen were out on a tiger hunt, as they had had
information of some being in the neighbourhood, and they invited
me, if such sport did not terrify me too much, to join them,
I was very glad of the iavitation, and soon found myself in com-
pany with two of the gentlemen and one native, seated in a box
about two feet high, which was placed on the back of a very large
elephant The native was to load the guns; and they gave me a
large 'nife to defend myself with in case the tlg‘er should Epnng _
up to the edge of the box,

Thus prepared, we set ¢ff for the hills, and after the. lapse of
some hours thought we had come, probably, preity close to the
tiger’s den, when suddenly on« of our servants exclaimed, “ Bacg,
back ! that is Tiger!” Glaring eyes were seen through thﬂ bushes,
and at the same moment several shots were fired, The animal was
soon pierced by several bullets, and now dashed at us full of fury.
He made such tremendous springs that I thought he must infalli-
bly soon reachsour box, and choose himself & victim out of pur
party. 'This spectacle was terrible enough to me, and my fear
was presently increased by the sight of a second tiger. I behaved
myself, however, so valiantly that no one of the gentlemen sus-
pected what a coward I was. Shot followed shot. = The elephants
defended themselves very cleverly with their trunkE, and after a
hot fight of half an hour’s duration we remained vietors, and the
dead animals were in triumph robbed of their beautiful skins. The
gentlemen were s0 courteous as to offer me one of them, but I de«
clined accepting it, as I could not have delayed my journey long
enongh: to have it d!"lLd and put into a proper state, "

I got a good deal of praise for my couragcous behaviour, and I |
was told tiger hunting was really extremely dangerous where the
elephants werce not very well trained. If they were afraid of the
tigers, and ran away, one would be very likely to be dashed off by
the branches of the trees, or perhaps left hanging upon them, and
then would infallibly become the prey of the enraged animal.
It was of course too late for my visit to the temples this day, so
I had to put it off till the following morning.

. "I'he temples of Elora lie on one of the table lands which are so
peculiﬂ,rly Indian. The principal one, that of Xylas, which is
the most remarkable, excceds in size and completcness the best
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architectural works of India; indeed it mby well vie with the
astonishing works of the ancient Egyptians. It i1s of a cirenlar
form, 120 feet hlgh and 600 feet in circumference. For the execu-
tion of this masterpieee, a colossal block has been separated from
the living rock by a passage of 100 feet wide and 240 long. The
interior consists of a principal hall and some subordinate ones, all
filled with seulptures and gigantic siatues of gods. Its greatest
magnificence, however, appears in the rich sculptures and elaborate
arabesques which decorate the towers,

The temple rests on the backs of countless elephants and-4gers,
which are lying near cach other in peaceful attitudes. All, as ]
have said, are cut out of the solid rock, and it surrounds them on
three sides, at the distance of a hundred feet, like a colossal per-
pendicular wall. Further on, in znother rock, is another group
of temples similar in many respects, but simpler and less orna-
mented. 1ad these rocks consisted of granite or any equally hard
stone, these works would have been, not difficult, but impossible. -

The fortress of Dowlatabad is onc of the oldest and strongest
in India, and is regarded as the greatest euriosity-of its kind, not
only in the Dpemn but in all Tndia. It has a most imposing
aspeet, lying on a rock 60O feet high, which by some convul-
gion of nature has been rent from the mountains to which it
belongs, It is cut perpendicularly to a height of 130 feet, and
also 30 feet below the moat by which it is surrounded, and it
appears entively inaceessible. No path leads up to it, and I could
not . help feelmg very curious as to the means b_v,r which we
were to get in, when a very low iron deor in the face of the rock
opened, and gave us admittance. This door is only visible In
peaceful times, as during war, the moat can be filled to a foot
above it, 50 as entirely to conceal it.  Torches were “kindled, and
we were cautiously conducted through low, narrow, winding pas-
sages, cut through the heart of the rock, and leading gradually
upwards. Even these passages were closed in many places by
massive iron gates. We emerged again into daylight a conside-
rable height above the rocky wall, and thence narrowspaths and
stops, also protected by strong ﬂ)rtlﬁmtmns, lead to the highest
point. At the foot of the hill He the ruins evidently of a con-
siderable town, though now there is nothing left of it but the
three or four lines of fortification which you must pass to reach
the existing fortress.
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The numerous fortresses and fortified villages found in this part
of the country, date, I was told, from the time when Hindostan
- was parcelled out into many states which were engaged in inces-
sant war with each other. Inconsequence of these perpetual wars
also, there were gradually formed bands of mounted robbers,
ten or twelve thousand strong, which laid siege to the smaller
towng, and sometimes entirely destroyed the harvests ; and they
were. obliged, in consequence, to make treaties with these hordes—
and buy their peace with a yearly tribute.

=<e the English have conquered India, peace has been every
where established ; the fortifications are falling to decay and are
not repaired, and though fhe people siill go armed, it is more from
habit than necessity. )

Aurunjabad—On the Ttk of March late in the evening I
arrived at Aurnnjabad, ana Captain Stewart, who lived outside
the town, received me in just as friendly a manner as the other
residents had done. In the morning I accompanied him and
Mrs. Stewart into the city to sce the lions, which consisted merely
in a monument and a holy well or pond.

Aurunjabad is the capital of Decean und has 60,000 inhabitants,
but it lies partly in ruins. The monument, which is outside
the town, is one built 200 years ago by a certain sultan to
the memory of his daughter: it is of white marble, in which
elegant arabesques and flowers are carved with great skill, and the
doors are ornamented with plates of metal, in which also are
flowers and ornaments. Near the mosque is a handsome marble
. bhall, and round it a neglected garden.

The present reigning king wished to take away some of the
marble in order to employ it for a building in which his own
remaing are one day to repose, and he endeavoured to obtain
permiszsion to do so from the English government, - The answer
came, that he could do so if he pleased, but that he had better
consider, that if he showed so little respect for his ancestors his
own monument would probably be treated with no more ; and this
answer seéms to have Induced him to renounce his intention.
The holy pond (regarded as such by the Mahomedans) is a large
basin lined with freestone. 1t is full of large pike, of which
however not one is allowed to be caught, and there is even a
guardian appointed, who provides them with food- The pike are
thercfore so tame and fricndly that they will eat Dread. turnips.
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and.so forth out of your hand, and, but that the rainy season kills
many - of them, the pond would long since have had more fish than
water in it. Since the arrival of the English however the guards
are no longer so consacientious as they used to be, and many of
the fish are “for a consideration” smuggle_d into the Knglish
kitchens,

A8 I came nearer to Bombay I again met vaﬂt herds of laden
oxen, and most of the drivers had themfam:hes with them.  The
women were to the last degree ragged and dirty, but overladen at
the gsame time with finery, Worsted tassels were dangli=~ all
over their bodies and also their ears 3 their arms were loaded with
bands of metal, bone, and glass beads, and their feet with heavy
rings and chains, and, thus burdened or decnr&ted the ladies sag
upon the backs of the oxen, or trotted after them.

Muarch 17.—8ince the attack of the negro in Brazil I have not
had such a fright as I had to-day. My driver bhad from the
beginning of the journcy appeared o me very strange, indeed
insane, in his behaviour. Somectimes he was wrangling with hig
oxen, sometimes caressing them, sometimes he weuld scream to
the passers by, and then he would turn and stare at me for several
minutes together. As long however as 1 had a servagt with me,
who ulwayﬂ kept near the baili, I cared little about him; this
morning however, my servant went on without permission to the
next station, and I found myself left alone with the mad driver, on
a very solitary road. After a time he got down from his seat and
walked close behind the waggon. These bailis are covered with
straw mats at the sides, but open before dnd- behind, so that I
could have seen very well what he was doing, but I would not
turn round, in order not to put it into his head that I thought
bis intentions evil. I only turned my head partly to one side
that I might be able to observe a little what he was dbout.
Presently he returned again and pulled to my horror a hatchet,
which every driver carries with him, ocut of the waggon, and
taking it with him again went behind me. I now thought he
certainly meant mischief, but I could not escape from him, and my
best chance was therefore to show no fear, Quite sofily, and so
as not to0 be noticed I arew rouny me my mantle and rolled it
together in order at least to protect my head, should he strike ag
me with the hatchet. For a considerable time I remained in this
painful situaticn, but at last he came back to his place, and resumed



 AURUNGABAD-—BUMBAY. 161

his staring ; my torment was not yet over-however, for after remain-
ing quiet awhile he got-wp and repeated the very same manceuvre,
and this he did several times. That hour seemed to me an
eternity ; but in two hours we reached the station, and I found my.
servant, whom I now took care not again to lose sight of.

The villages through which we passed after this have a very
wreiched appearance, ‘The houses are merely. reed or cane huts,
covered with palm leaves, many of them even without front walls.
They are mostly inhabited by Mahrattas, arace once very powerful
in Ii.2la, and especially on this side of the (anges; but in the
eightcenth--eéntury they were driven out of the penminsula of
Hindostan into the mountiaing which extend from Surat to Goa,
and in the nineteenth century_they were subjected by the British,
One Mabratta chief only, it 1s said, still maintains his indepen-
dence ; the rest have submitted to receive pensions.

The Mahrattas live only on rice and water, but in uppusttmn
to a theory sometimes maintained, they are ferocious as well as
artful and cowardly. When they are going into battle they
intoxicate themselves with opium, and with smoking wild hemp.
They profess the religion of Brahma.

- In the afternoon of this day I reached the hamlet of Pannwell,
on the fiver of the same name, and towards evening embarked in
a boat upoir it, and after going a short distance out to sea landed
towards morning in Bombay, having completed the long and
difficult journey from Dethi in seven woaks.

For reaching it in- safety through so many d1fﬁcult1es, I am
especially indebted to the English authorities, who with word.and
deed came to the assistance of the solitary German woman ;
their humanity, their cordial kindness will never be forgotten by
me. Once more I return them my deepest, warmest thanks.

BOMBAY.,

Bombay, the principal place of Western India, lies on a preity
little island, separated from the main land by quite & narrow arm
of the sea. It contains 250,000 people; and you may hear in it
wll the languages of the civilized world. The most. beautiful
praspect over the island and city, as well as of the neighbouring
islands of Salseite. Elephanta. &c.. may be obtained from Malabar
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Point. The town itsclf lies on a flat along the sea-shore, but the

environs at a short distance consist of low hills covered with
beautiful groves of cocoa and date trecs. ~ The natives generally
seek the shade of large trees for their houses, but éhe Enropeans
seek for light and air,

The bustle of the rich imnland and European trade, and the
handsome shops and warehouses, are to be found in the fortified
part of the city, which forms a large %yuadrangle, and here the
streets are handsome, and the great square called the Green mﬂg-
nificent. The Open Town and the Black Town adjoin : in
the former the streets are more regular and broad than I have
seen in any Indian town ; and here is the Bazar, which is worth
visiting on account of the great variety of different nations you
meet with in it.  Three-fourths of {he inhabitants of this quarter
indeed are Hindoos, but the other fourth is made up of Persians,
Fire-worshippers, Mahratins, Jews, Arabs, Bedouins, Negroes,
descendants of Portuguese, some hundreds of Kuropeans, and
even Chinese and Hottentots, It is, however, long before one
can distinguish these different races from their features and
costume. Of all these the Fire-worshippera are the richest.
These people were driven out of Persia about 1,200%cars ago,
~ and they are settled all along the west coast of India. They are
extraordinarily active and well informed, industrious as well as
benevolent, so that you see among them no poor, far less beggars
and all appear prosperous. The finest houses, in which the
Eurcpeans live, belong mostly to them, and they drive about in
sylendul equipages fmd with numerous trains of servants. One
of the richest of them, Jamset-ize-jeejeebhoy, has had a hospital
built at his sole cost ; it is a very handsome building in the (rothic
style, attended by European physicians, and receives the sick of
all religions. He has received the honour of knighthood from the
English government, and i3 certainly the first Hindoo on whom
such a distinetion was ever conferred.

(n my first arrival I went one morning on the "splanade for
the purpose of secing the whole body of Phrsces in Bombay
assemble, as I had read in books they did, to grect the first ray
of the sun with prostrations and cries of joy. I found, however,
only a fev scattered singly here and there, and they were quietly
reading ont of & book and murmnring a prayer in a loud voice.
Some even dia not make their aponearance £l nine o'elock. T was
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cqually mistaken about their mode of burial. I liad been told
they had the practice of placing their dead on the roofs of the
houses that they might be devoured by the birds of prey ; but I
found they had for this purpose enclosures surrounded by a wall
four and twenty feet bigh ; inside this were three biers, for men,
women, and children, and ou these the bodies are laid and fastened
with iron bands, The birds of prey, which are always in great
numbers hovering about, thén descend upon them, and in o fow
minutes tear the flesh from the bones; after which the bones
arc cgllected and thrown into a pit, also contained within the
enclosure ; and when tlus 1s full a new barial-place is taken. Many
of the rich have private cnclosures of thig kind, over which ig
placed a covering of iron wire to keep off the birds: this mode
of dispuqing of the dead i3 cal’2d “resigning them to the element
of air.” No onc but a prie~t may enter or even look into these
cnclosurcs; and the priests, or rather the bearers who carry the
bodies 1n, are rendered by that act so unclean that they arc
separated from all other socicty, and if another Parsce does but
touch one of them accidentally he is obliged immediately to bathe
and burn his clothes. The Parsces are no less jealous with respeet
to their {emples @ no stranger 1s allowed so much as a glanco into
them, so that I of eourse can give no account of the interior,
except what I was told—that they arc quite empty and unadorned,
and that the gacred fire which burns in them is said to descend
~1rom that kindled by the prophet Zoroaster 4,000 years ago. It
was carried with them when the Parsees were driven from Persia.
During my stay in Bombay a Mr. Manuchjee was so kind as to
1nvite me to his house, that I might see something of the mode
of life of the Parsee families. I found -their rooms fitted up very
much in the European fashion, with chairs, sofas, looking-glasses,
&e.; and the dress of-the ladies differed very little from that of the
rich Ilindoo women, except that it was more decorous, as it con-
sisted of silk stuff instead of transparent muslin.  The silk stuffs
were richly embroidered with gdld, and this luxury’ extended
even to childreu of three ycars old, 'Those still younger, and new-
born infants, were wrapped in plain silk, but all had gold and
silver embroidery on their little~ eaps ; au-" even habics of eight
III{;Illth‘-! old imd rings and armlets enriched with precious stones
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The dress of the men consists of trowseis and shirts of white
silk, and long caftans of muslin ; the furban is not like that of the
'‘Furks, but a kind of pasteboard cap ten or twelve inches high,
and covered with some coloured stuff or wax-cloth. Both men
and women wear round the body a double string, which they
loosen when they are at prayer, and this is the most mdlspensable
of all the articles of their dress, No engagement is binding if
this string has not been worn at the time it was made; and the
placing 1t on & child, which is done at the ninth year, forms an
epoch in its life. -

Before this, girls can go about with their fa,thara in pu’bhc,
and boys may eat of food prepared by Christians, but after the
assumption of this string the girls must remain at home, and the
boys eat at their father’s table. Leligion is concerned also in the
form of a Parsce’s shirt; it must hav> five seams and be laid in
particular manner over the breast. Mr. Manuchjee formed in
many respects rather an exception to the generallty of his country-
men. He has travelled much, has been in Paris, London, and
Jtaly ; and he has got into rather ill odour with his cuuntr}fmen
for his partiality to Buropean customs, and his attempts to intro-
duce some reforms, though he did not carry these @ far as he
would have wished, for fear of giving offence. Iis eldést daughter
has been educated much as young ladies in Xurope are; she pla,ys'
the piano——sews, embroiders, and so forth, and her father would
not consent to betroth her-as a child, and even expressed a wish
that her inclination might agree with his ehoice. It is however
considered very doubtful whether in consequence of these innova-
tiong she will ever find a husband at all, especially as she has
attained the age of fourteen, and as yet no bridegroom is fnrﬁx-
coming. -

When I made my first visit, I found the mother and daughtm
ongaged in needlework, and I was invited to remain to dinner, a
favour which an orthodox Parsee would not have shown me. T
was not however allowed to aine with the family, but the table
was first covered for me only, and they brought me several dishes
not greatly different from what I might have had in Europe.
The whole family, se.vants inciuded, and with the single ex-
ception of the master of the house, assembled to see me eat with
a knife and fork, and after I had thus satisfied my appetite
in the prescnce of the publie, the table and every thing I had



- BOMBAY. . 165

used was cleaned as Carefully asif I had had the plague. After this
they brought flat loaves or cakes, which were 10 serve instead of
plates, and six or seven little dishes of the same kind as those
which they had served to me. The family then washed hands and
faces, the fath€r said a short prayer, and all except the youngest
chiid, who was only just six years old, sat down to table, and began
to put their right hands into the different dishes; they tore the
meat from the mutton and fow! bones, pulled off pieces of the
fish, and dipped them into the broth and sauces, and flung the
piecgg into their mouths so cleverly as not to touch their hps, If
they did, they would have to wash again, or to take the dish they
were eating of at the time to themselves, and touch no other
during the meal. They manage to drink also, by - throwing the
drink into the wide open mouttis without allowing the lip to toueh
the vessel. This mode of eating is not very agreeable to look at,
but it is not really dirty, as the hands are Just washed, and do not
touch any thing but the food. |

Another ceremony which I had an opportunity of witnessing,
was the funcral of an old Hindoo woman. From the time when
she was known to be near death she was surrounded by a number
of women, who set up periodically a dreadful howling and crying,
Presently came other groups, and they set up the same noise as
8oon as they came in sight of the house; they then went in, but the
men sat down quictly outside. In the course of a few hours the body
was brought out and wrapt in a white linen cloth and lajd upon
the bier, to be borne by the men to the place of burning. One of
the men carried a vessel with charcoal, and a piece of lighted
wood, in order to kindle the funeral pile with the domestic fire.
The women remained at home, and with the assistance of & hired
mourning woman, kept up the shove mentioned loud lamentation,
striking themselves on the breast, and howing their heads in time
with onc.another, and with a Jerking motion like that of a doll
upon wires,

On the following morning the visits were repeated, the men
remaining as “before outside the house, —~ but every time a troop
of women approached, going to the door and announcing them,
The chief mourner then made “her appearance to receive them.
She threw herself op the ground before them with such_violence
that I feared she would not be ahle to get up again, the visitors
then struck themselves vehemently with their fist and carrjed
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their hands to their heads. In the meantinfe the chief mourner
got up again, and then she fell on the neck of one of her visitors
after the other, in the most stormy manner, drawing at the same
time the cloth that covered her head also over that of her friend,
and both howling one against the other. All thése movements
were made with great rapidity, so that a good dozen of embraces
were given in almost no time. It was not till sunset on the second
day that a good meal put an end to the ceremony, but during the
whole two days, refreshments and toddy were plentifully distri-
buted, so that with the addition of the price of the pile, a funcral
becomes an cxpensive affuir : the funeral 1 had witnessed was
that of a poor woman. I once met the funeral of a child where
the body was covered with fresh beautiful flowers 3 and a man
carrvied it in his arms as tenderly aZ if it slept, and he had feared
awakening it. ~ -

The Hindoos have no weekly holiday, but only, at certain
periods of the year, festivals which last several days. One of
these, which I witnessed, was that of the new year, when the
chief diversion is sprinkling each other with yellow, red, and
brown paint, and smearing the cheeks and forchead with it. The
noisy tam-tam and a few fiddles openéd the procession, and then
came larger and smaller parties laughing and singing from one
house to another. Many of the company (amongst which of
course there were no respectable women) appeared to have taken
to the toddy rather too kindly ; in the evening there were in the
houses parties of both scxes, where I was told things were not
always conducted with the strictest propriety. |

Among other sights which I saw in Bombay I should not omit
to mention that of a martyr, who had held his hand and arm 1n
the same position for threc and twenty years. He had held the
arm high up and the hand flat back, so that a flower-pot could
stand on it. 'The flower-pot was taken off after the Japse of the
three and twenty years, but the hand and arm could not then be
placed in any other position, they were quite withered and had a
very unpleasant appearance. '

The island of Elephanta lies six or eight leagues distant from
Bombay, and M. Watlenbach, tle Hamburgh cousul, who had
before shown me the most kind and hospitable attentions, took me
to visit it. )

The principal temple resembles the largest one at Adjunta,
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only with the differcnee thét it is scparated from the living roek
at the two sides, thoueh connected with it above, below, and at the
back. In the sanctuary Bfﬂ!lﬂﬂ_' A mirantic three-headed buat,
supposcd torepresent the Hindoo Lrinity, which measures, including
the head-dress? about eight feet.  On the walls and in the niches
there are not only gigantic statues, bnt whole seenes from the
ITindoo mythology, and the fomale gures I noticed all have the left
hip out and the right one in. The temple appears to have been
devoted to the god Shiva, |

Near this great temple stands another smaller one, the walls of
which are also covered with divinitics, Doth have suffered much
from the Portuenese, who,»when they conquered the 18land, went
s0 far in their religions zeal as to plant eannon for the destruction
of these dreadful works of the heathen, a work in which they
succeeded better than in Ws conversion. Several eolumns are
lying in fragments, and almost all are more or less damaged. The
ground 1s covered with ruins ; and no one, even of the eods and
their attendants, has remained uninjured,

From the facade of the great temple yon enjoy a fine prospeet
over the wide sea, the extensive town, and the pretty hills avound
1t. We passed the whole day there, with the exeeption of the
warmest hours, when we took refege in the cool shade of the
temple, and amused onrselves with reading.  Mr. Wattenbach had
brought ceveral servants 3 and chairs, tables, a dinnoer serviee,
books and newspapers, had been®sent forward for our accommo-
dation. Indeed I thought we had quite & superflnity of conveniepees
and comforts: but an Engliﬂﬁ family whom we met here had, it
scemed, fonnd arm-chairs, sofas, and carpets neeessary to their
rural enjoymoent, _

Salsetta, also called Tiger Istand, 12 connected with Bomhay by
a short artificial dam, and the diztanee from the fort tothe villaoe,
behind which the temples lie, ix abont cighteen English miles,
which, with relays of horses, we ﬂid casily in three hours. The
natural beauties of this island fay exceed thoge of Bombay 3 not
rows of hills, but ehains of mountains rise hore, covered to the
summits with wood, from the midst of which somoetimes aseand
masses of naked rock, The validys mre fullof Lyxuriant corn ficlds,
planted with slender greon palms 5 bnt the island does ot seem
very populous, for T saw only a few villages and o single small
town, which was inhabited by Mahrattas, just 15 poor and ns dirte
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as those of Kundalla. From the village where we left the car-
riage we had threc miles to walk to the temples. The principal
one is sarrounded Dby a lofty hall, in which stand two statues of
cods twenty-one feet hagh ; and the second, adjoining it, contains
cells for priests, and symbols of divinities, and reliefs. | Some are
not larger than a small room and without any chlpturt% s and in
general the temples of Elepbanta and Salsetta are far inferior fo
those of Adjunta aud Elora. I was told that those of Salsetta
were little visited, on account of the dangers attending such an
excursion. The distriet was full of tigers, and the wild bees swarmed
so much about the temples that itwas often scarcely possible to enter
them ; and further, it was said that the 4emples were the abodes of
robbers. We had, however, the good fortune to escapc all these
accidents ; and for myself, not bein} satisfied with one inspection,
when my companions were taking cheir afternoon’s nap I took
the opportunity to slip away, and have a ramble alone. I climbed
from rock to rock till I came to the temple farthesi off, and there
1 was somewhat startied by finding the horns and skin’of a goat
that had been devoured by a tiger ; but I caleulated on the un-
social habits of the beast, which in clear daylight will always
rather shun than seek human society, and continued my ramble
undisturbed.

Wo came back, as T have said, in perfect safety ; but two gentle-
men, who visited thoe spot some days sfter, were not so fortunate.
One of them was knocking at an opening he observed in the rogk,
when out rushed a mighty swarm of wild bees, and stung them both
so violently on head, hauds, and face that they had great difficulty
in making their escape. -

The climate of Bombay is healthier than that of Caleutta, and.
even the heat is, from the constant sea breeze, easier to bear than

that of the former city, although Bombay is five degrees further
south, | |

FROM BOMBAY TO BAGDAD,

Departure from Bombay.—Smallpox on bourd.—Muscat.— Bandr-Abas.—
The Persians——The Straits of Kishma.—Buschir.—Iintrance into the
Shat al Arab.—Buassora.— Enfrancei=tothe Tigris—Bedouins.—Clesiphon
and Selencin.—Arrival in Bagdad.

I nan peetty well made up my mind to make the voyage from

Bombay to Bassora in an Arabian boat, when Mr. Watsenbach
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brought me the welcome iftellizence that a small steamer was
about to make a trip thither. It was to sail on the 10th, and ]
by no means anticipated that it would not really take its depar-
tarve till the 23d. It was only of 40-horse power, and had buf
two cabins, onc of which had long been engaged by an Iinglish
gentleman, Mr. Ross, The semnd was taken by some rich Per-
sians for their wives and children; so that I had to content myself
with a place on the deck,»with the proviso that I was to dine at
the table of the captain, who during the whole voyage over-
whelmed me with attentions, |

‘This small vessel, the ¢ Torbes,” was excessively m*erm-nwded.
The ship’s company alond made 45 persons, and there were 124
passengers, mostly Persiang, Mahomedans, and Arabs. Mr, Ross
and I were the nnly Lumpc*ar:: When this throng of people was
agsembled on the deck, there was not the ama,l]est space left frec
to get from one part to another, and it was necessary to climb over
chests, tranks, and other luggage, besides taking the utmost pos.
sible eare mot to tread on somebody’s head or feet.

After taking a eritical sarvey of the ground, I chose what
scemed to me the most eligible spot under the eircumstances:
indeed one that pDE“EESEd sohd advantages. I took up my abode
under the captain’s dinner table, and rcjoiced in mny security that
no one would tread on my hands, feet, or head.

It is true I was under the necessity at meal times of dragging
mysclt out of my hole, in order to make room for the feet of the
company, aund 1 found this rather distressine, for T had -lefl
Bombay very unwell, and on the second day I was attacked by
fever. I took mno medicine, however, (I never carry any with
me, ) but gave myself up entirely to nature and Providence.

On the third day of our voyage a far more scrious evil oceurred
than the malady that had attacked me. Smallpox broke out in the
larger eabin, into which eizghteen women and seven children were
packed. They had less space thanghe negroes in slave ships; the
alr became poiggnous 1 the highest degree; and the poor ereatues
dared not come upon deck because of the men there.  The vapour
that arose from the cabin was so pestilentjal that we were quite
in dread lest 1t should spread tnmugh the open heles over: the
entive ship, It appeared that the disease had alrcady existes among

Cthem when the women ecame on board, but no ome could have
B L O B TS AT T . I T T T
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covered with veils and shawls. It was not til} one of the children
diced that we discovered the danger. The body of the child was
wrapped in a white cloth, fastened upon a plank, weighted with
some pieces of conl and stone, and then let down into the sea.
I know not whether any kindred or loving eye *watched this
melanchioly funeral. 1 saw no tear flow ; but if the poor mother
did mourn for her darling, she would not have dared follow it to
its watery grave. * . |

Two more deaths took place, and then the pestilence seemed to
decline, and fortunately 1t had not extended beyond the cabig,

On the 30th of April we neared the Arabian coast, and saw
some naked mountains, On the followdng morning the peaks of
some fine groups of rocks showed themselves, with some small
forts and watch towers, and scon% a mighty mountain at the
cntrance to a bay. ¢ |

We anchored before the town of Musecat, which lies at the end
of the bay. It belongs to an Arabian prince, and is strongly
fortified, bestdes being surrounded by several ranges of rocks, all
gunarded by towers and forts. The largest amongst them was
once a conventl of’ Portuguese monks ; but it was attacked in the
night by Arabs, and all the inmates murdercd.

The honses of the town are of stone with small windows and
terraced roofs, and the two palaces are distinguished only by
their superior size. Many streets are so narrow that scarcely two
persons can pass in them, The heati1s very oppressive, as the town
lics oinn & hollow between rocks, and there is not the smallest
sprig of verdure to soften the glare of the sunlight, which ig
consequently most painful to the eyes.  IFar and wide, no tree, no
shirubs, no biade of grass even, refreshes the aching sight, and all
who can any way aftord 1t, as soon as they have finished their
business, fly fo the country houses by the sea side. European
restdents there are noue, for the elimate, 1t 15 said, is deadly to
them. o

At the back of the town is a rocky valley, and in that a village,
which contains (oh, wonder!) a garden, with six pnm trees, o fig,
and a pomegranate. The village is larger and more populous than
the town, for it counis fi,OUU inhabitants, while the latter has but
4,000, Gt i%, riowever, impossible to imagine the poverty, the dirt,
and the foul smells which this village presents. The huts stand
almost one uhon the other. They are small; only made of cane and
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palm leaves, and every kind of filth is thrown before the doors,
It really required some resolution to go through this village, and
I could not help wondering that pestilential discase should be ever
absent from i¢.  Blindness and diseases of the eycs are excessively
COMInoN, ,_

From this valley we passed into another, containing the great
marvel of Museat, the aforesaid gardon, which is maintained only
by the most unwearied “labour in watering. It contains some
flowers and vegetables, besides the trees, and belongs to the prinee,
My"guide appeared very proud of this wonderful garden, and
nsked whether in my country we had any as beautiful.

I took these walks in the full heat of the sun (41 deg. Reaumur),
and when I was besides mucheweakened by my illness, yet I never
felt any ill effect from thwin, nlthough I have been repeatedly
warned that in hot countries this exposure is fatal to Faropeans,
and brings fever and sun-strokes. But had I listened to all that
was sald I should not have seen mueli: so T took it quietly,—~-went,
out in rain or sun, just as it happened,—and always saw more than
any of my travelling companions.

On the 2d of May we again weighed anchor, and soon came
tolerably necar to #he island of Ormus, the mountains of which
were distinguished by an uncommeon variety of colour, and some
glittered as if' they had been covered with snow. They contain a
great deal of salt, and many Arabian and Persian vessels come
every ycar to take in cargoes. In the evening we rcached the
little town of Bandr-Abas, before which we anchored. 1t lies on
low hills of rock and sand, and is separated by a sandy plain from
some mountains. Longingly did I look towards the land, for T
had a great desire to tread the soil of Persia, but the captain
advised me not to think of it. He said the Persians were not so
good as the Hindoos, and since in these remote regions the
appearance of a Iuropean woman was quite an unheard of
occurrence, 1t was not unlikely They would salute me with, a
shower of ston@s. |

Fortunately there was on board g young man, half Inglish,
half Persian, (his father an Englsshman, ha® married an Armenian
woman of Teheran,) who understood both languages perfectly,
ane 1 begged him to take me ashore, which he willigly did, He
took me to the bazaar, and through several streets, nid the people
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streamed towards us from all quarters, and gazed at me with much
curiosity, but did not offer me the slightest insnlt.

I found the houses in this town small, and the streets narrow,
dirty, and mostly with few signs of life; the baasaar nnly Was
animated, Here I saw the bakers making their bread in a very
rapid fashion in presence of their enstomers.- They kneaded flour
and water in wooden disheg to a dongh, then parted it into small
pieces, and worked it out into a thin strih, which they stuck to the
inside of a round clay pipe about eighteen inches in diameter, and
perhaps one and twenty in length; this was made hot, and®then
sunk to half its length in the carth, and burning charcoal placed
in if, so that the bread or cake was baked on both sides at once;
on one by the hot pipe, and on the ggher by the fire. I bought half
a dozen of these cakest and, eaten hotg they were very good.

The Persians are easily distinguishable from the Arabs by their
appearance. They are taller and stronger built, with a whiter skin,
harsher features, and a wild and robber-like aspect. ~ Their dress
resembles that of the Mahomedans, I\Iany wear turbans, others
conical caps of black Astrachan.

Of this half Persian, Mr., William Hehwnrth, my companion, I
heard an instanee of grateful conduct that I eannot omit to men-
tion. When a lad of sixteen he was taken from Persia to Bombay,
and there, in the house of a friend of his father’s, met with the
kindest reception, and through the same influence procured an
appointment. Onc day his protector, who was married and
the father of fouy children, had tlie misfortune to be killed by a
fall frome his horze, and thereupon Williami Hebworth took the
really magnanimous resolution of marrying the widow, who was
many vears his senior, and whose only fortune was four children,
in order to repay in some measure the services of his deceased
benefactor.

In Bandr-Abas we took a pilot, in order to pass through the
Si.:}raits of Kishma, and toward® noon we set sail, This strait is
avoided by sailing ships, and 13 not without danger €or steam boats,
for the passage is 8o narrow between the island of Kishma and the
main land that with a eontrary wind vessels may easily be thrnwn
on one of the coast.

Captilin thchﬁeld had talked much to me of the beauty of ﬂus
island of Kighma. and of the luxuriance of the vemetation. and had
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spoken of places in the straits which were so narrow that the palm
trees on the island and those on the main land touched each other;
but some extraordinary convulsion of nature must certainly have
taken place since his last voyage, for the lofty slender palms have
been.changed into miserable dwarf shrabs, and the island-nowhere
approaches the continent within less than half a league distance.
It was curious enough that I afterwards heard Mr. Rnss telling
the same story, having apparently trusted the captain’s account
more than the ewdance of his own eyes.

I» one of the narrowest parts of the strait stands the fine fort
nE' Luft, and this spot fifty years ago was the chief haunt of the
Persian pirates, but a regular batile took place between them and
the English in which eight hundred of the pirates were killed, and

.
the whole gang destrpycd, @nd since then the strait may be
traversed in pertect aecurlty

In the Persian Gulf I noticed many varieties of sea weed, and
molluseze, some of a milk-white, others rose colour with yellow
spots, and there were also sea serpents from two to five fect
long. .
The town of Buschir lies in a plain, but only eix miles fmm
mountains five thousand feet high It is the best harbour in Persia,
~and has a population of 15,000, but it is a very ugly and dirty place,

The houses stand so close together that it is easy to pass from
the terrace roof of one to the other. Many of them are provided
with square chimneys fifteen or twenty feet hich called “wind
. catchers,” which have apertures at the side, and whose purpose is
to send cool air into the apartments below, The men I observed
all go armed ; even in the house they have knives and daggers,
ﬂnd in the street pistols also. The women and quite little girls
have their faces so closely wrapped up that I cannot understand
how they can see their way along. It had been my plan to land
at this town, visit the ruins of Perscpolis, and thence continue my
Journey by Shiraz, Ispahan, and Teheran; but an important
insurrection hgd broken out, and great bands of robbers were
ravaging the district, and committing all kinds of outrages, so
that I was compelled to give up my first, intention, and go on to
Bagdad.

. On the 11th of May I had the good fortune to see and enter one

of the most renowned rivers in the world, formed 3y the junction
nf the Funbratea +he Tianiec and tho Woerabh ralled Ernwn alin 4 o8
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al Arab, or river of the Arabs, We left the mountains beliind us
with the sca, and now saw only boundless plains covered with
date woods, spreading out on both sides. Kaghty mites below
Lassora we entercd the Kauran, in order to land sope passengers
at the little town of Mohambra, which lies near the mouth of the
river, and it required mueh skill to turn the steamer safely in
this narrow space. The whole population of the town ran to the
shore, for they had never seen a steamer before, and they watched
its adroit manwuvring with eager sympathy. Six years ‘ago
this town belonged to the Turks; but it was attacked and sakon
by the Persians, and five thousand of the inhabitants, nearly the
whole population, put to the sword. Of Bassora or Bosrah, you
se¢ from the river nothing more than some fortifications and date
woods, for the ¢ity lies behind theses six myles up the country.

The voyage from Bombay hithier had, from the disadvantage of
the monsoou, tuken us eighteen days, and it was the most weari-
some sea Journey I had ever had.  Constantly upon deck, in g
heat which ceven in the shade of the tent rose to thirty degrees
(Reaumur), in a perfect throng of human beings, and being able
only once, at Buschir, to change my linen and clothes I longed
ntensely for the vefreshment and purification of a bath. The
landing of the Persian women was an amuging scene. Had
they been princesses, and beauties of the very first rank, more
care could not have been taken to avoid the possibility of the
glance of a man’s eye, and there was not really among them
(for my sex lad procured for me the privilege of a peep jnto
their cabin) a single handsome woman, Their husbands placed
themselves In two lines stretehing from the cabin to the ship’s
side, and held great cloths stretehed out so as to form elose move-
able walls. Through these the ladies were marched by degrees
out of the cabin, and even then they were so closely enveloped
in shawls and veils that they had to be led along as if they were
blind. As they reached the sids they crouched down between the
walls till the others arrived, and when all were gssembled the
still more difficult operation commenced of climbing down the
narrow ship ladder intq a well-cyrtained boat. The wall was in
motion again ; but first one tumbled, then another, and the landing -
of this purt of the cargo was not effected under 2 full hour, .

Bassora is wne of the largest towns in Mesopotamia, but it
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Inglish agent was an Armenian, a Mr. Barseige, and to him I
had a letter; but when, as there is no such thing as an inn, the
captain requested him to yiford me an asylum for a few days in
his house, the courteous gentleman flatly*refused, and I had to be
again mdebted to the kindness of the captain, who invited me to
reman 1 the stecamer. By a fortunate chance for me, he found
on inguiry that there was at present a (rerman missionary staying
in the town, who had an abode consisting of several rooms, one of
whicly, when 1 had stated my case to him, he had the complaisance
to grwe up to me. 1 took leave of my good captain with real
emotion, and 1 shall never forget the friendly attention he showed
me. Ile was really a thoroughly good-hearted man, and. yet in
his ship the Hindoos and Negmes were worse treated than in
any other 1 have been ig,  Kvery word addressed to them by the
crew was accompanied by kicks and cuffs, and at Mascat three
of the unfortunate men deserted, Wounld that the Christian
Liuropean  excelled the Hindoo and Mussulman as much in
kindness and benevolence as he does in learning and seience,

Of the ruins of former days, beantiful mosques and so forth,
Lassora shows few remains, but there are plenty of modern ruins,
dating  from 1832, when the plague carried away half the
mhabitants. Yon pass throngh many streets and squares that
consist of nothing but decayed and falling houses, and where
twenty years ago men were busily at work there are now ruined
walls and heaps of rubbish from which shrubs and palm trees are
sprouting out. ‘Lhe situation of the town is very unhealthy, for
1t 18 surrounded by a plain intersccted on one side with countless

\niL\'-l'nes halt foll of mud and filth, and exhaling the most per-
nielous vapour, and, on the other, covered with date woods that
prevent the free circulation of air. The heat is so great that
almost every house is provided with a room half under ground, in
which the family spend the day. The greator part of the
population consists of Arabs; tha rest are Pevsians, Turks, and
Armenians ; agd as there are ne Euvopesns I was advised, if* 1
went ouf, (o envelope myself in a large shawl and veil. The
first I agreed to; but to the veil in such heat I could not submit,
bat marched out with my face uncovered, and even my great
shawl 1 managed so awkwardly that my Luropean slothing
pecped out in various places. No one, however, G‘If:ared me any

‘I:'l
F FE R B Favrit -
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I had been but a few days in Bassora when there arrived the
English war steamer Nitocrig, which during nine months "of tho.
year takes letters and papers to Bagdad, and the captain has
generally the kindness*to carry with him any sfray Luropean
traveller who may have wandered so far as Bassora, This
courtesy I also experienced, and he even gave up his cabm to me,
without permitting me to offer any kind of payment. Had it
not been for this favour the journey te Bagdad would have been
most toilsome and difficult for me. The distance is about five
hundred English miles, and any boat that I could havo-hired
would have taken forty or fifty days todoit. By land, the distance
is not more than three hundred and ninety miles, but the way leads
through deserts traversed by hordes of robbers and wandering
Bedouing, whose protection must be purchased at a high rate.

On the afternoon of the same day when we left Bassora we
reached the Delta, where the Euphrates and Tigris wunite -their
streams to form that to which (not knowing what else to call it,
as both rivers are equally large,) they have given the name of
Shat el Arab. ‘This, according to some learncd writers, is the
precise spot where Paradise was situated. We entered the Tigris,
and for several miles could still rejoice in the aspect of the beautiful
date greves which had accompanied us almost without interruption
from the sea. The country looked green and blooming on both
sides, and fine corn-ficlds alternated with extensive pastures,
sprinkled over with small trees and shrubs; but this fertility
extends but a few miles inland; beyond it, and farther from the
river, all is dreary desert. In several places we saw great hordes
of Bedouins, who had pitched their tents in long lines clese to
the Tigris. Some of the tents were large and well covered ; others,
nothing more than a cloth or & few skins spread over two or
three stakes, or perhaps a straw mat that scarcely shelters the
head from the burning sun. In winter, when the cold often
reaches the freezing point, they have no other dwellings, and the
nfortality is said to be very great among theme These people
have quite the aspect of savages. 'They have no other clothing
than some brown cloghs; the men very little of that; and the
children remain till the twelfth year naked. Their faces are u
little tattooed; their hair plaited, and hanging down in four tajls;

and the womén have large rings in their noses, and some other
. " A Tt e aVoan baade  Thoav ara all under tha
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dominion of the Porte, to which they pay a tribute, but they are
really obedient only to their own sheiks, many of whom have
forty or fifty thousand tents under their authority. Some of the
tribes practise.agriculture, and they do not wander about.

Half way between Bassora and Bagdad we come in sight of the
lofty mountain chain of Laristan, and with a clear atmosphere
surmits of ten thousand feet hizh may be seen, Ivery step of
the ground calls up some dhistorical recollection. The ground is -
here ;—but what has become of the cities 7—what of the mighty
and powerful people who dwelt in them? Fallen walls, hillocks of
earth, and rubbish, are all that now remain. What were once
prosperous and civilized ‘empires are but naked and desolate
steppes, trodden only by a few‘wnndering Bedouins.

The agricultural Arabs are of course much exposed to the
attacks of their nomadic brethren, and in order to preserve what
they can of their harvests they carry it to little fortified places, &
number of which exist between Bagdad and Bassora. We stopped
near them several times to ‘take in wood, for the well-armed and
numerous crew of the steamer prevented any fear of attack, Onee
I was tempted, in pursuit of a beautiful insect, to venture a little
avay into the bush, and I was immediately surrounded by & swarm
of women and children, who indeed did not offer me the least
harm, but, considering their disgustingly dirty sppearance, they
excited in me no small terror, by pressing closely to me, touching
my clothes, and endeavouring to try on my straw bonnet. ‘The
children looked dreadfully neglected ; many of them were covered
with ulcers ; and old and young had their hands constantly in their
hair. At the place where we stopped the people brought sheep
and butter for sale. The sheep were large and fine ; had close long
wool, and tails fifteen inches long and eight inches broad ; and they
cost about eightpence kalfpenny each.

The crew of our vessel, I noticed, was extremely well fed ; and
what pleased me still better~¥as the good treatment. experienced
by the nativesson board, who were placed in all respects on a level
with the English sailors, and as they were extremely clean and
orderly. I had an opportunity of convincing myself that cuffs and
kicks are not, as I had been told, essential to #heir right
management. | .

In the district we were now passing through, we Feard, that lions
Y Y . R, IR TR, SUNUU. (NI R MR SRR iy [y E‘I&]l’] ﬂ]’lﬂﬂ-n. h'“t
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rarely human creatures. I had myself the good fortune to see a
pair of these stately animals, but ut so areat a distance that I can-
not say whother they excelled in size and beauty those in the
menagerics of Kurope, .

5

h‘iESOPOT.&BII.&L%BAGDELD AND TIABYLON.

Bagdad.— Climate, &c—Festival at the English Resident’s.— The Harem
of the Pascha of Buagdad —Excursion to the Ruins of Ctesiphon.—-The

=

Persian Prince Il-Hany-Ala-Euly-Mirza.—Excursion to the Ruins of
Babylon,

. L
THE ancient city of the caliphs rises grandly on the sieht from
the distance. Its minarets and cupolas, inlaid with coloured tiles,
glitter in the sun ; palaces, city gates, and fortifications in endless
hines, emhbrace the shores of the yellow, turlid, Tigris; and gardens,
with dates and other fruit trees, cover the comntry round for miles s
but as you approach the effect declines. We had scarcely cast
anchor before the steamer was surrounded by & crowd of strange
hitle boats, round like baskets, made of palm leaves, and smeared
over with asphalte. They are called ¢ guffer ;” are about six teet
in diameter, three feet decp, and very safe, as they never turn
over, and can go into the shallowest places. They arc of Very
ancicnt invention,  The town lics on both sides of the river, and
nnmbers about 60,000 inhabitants ; three fourths Turks; the re-
mainder, Jews, Persians, Armenians, and about fifty or sixty
‘Europeans.
& I had a‘letter to. M. Rawlinson, gthe linglish resident; but
‘Mr. Bolland, the first officer in the steamer, had kindly invited
me to his house, which was rendered especially agreeable. to me by
the presence of a lady, as he was ‘_a‘married man. I found in
Mrss Holland a very handsoflie, anuable woman (a native of
Bﬁghnd), who, though only twenty-three years of age, was the
mother of four children, the eldest of whom was eight years old.
The first thing I had to do before attempting to see the town
was to gctPmyscll’ an immense shawl, called an isar, and a small
fez, with a shawl to wind round it. The sort of mask, made-of

Y . * * ]
closely-woven "horschair, with which the women here cover their
N L T a 1 7 R - & —_— . - - o o
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a more inconvenient walking dress. The isar is always trailing
in the dust, and 1t requires no little skill to hold it together so as
to make 1t cover the whole body ; and I could net help pitying the
poor woulen when I saw them carrying a child, or perhaps going
to wash in the river, with this troublesome dress to manage. They
always came back dripping with water,

In order to have a oood view of Bﬂﬂ*daﬂ I climbed w]th some
ditheulty to T.]lﬂ,;’lﬂ]]ted roof of the Osmtin-Chan, and frem there 1
lovked down on its countless houses, many of them lying in pretty
gardens, with thousands on thousands of terraces, and the magnifi-
cent river flowing for five Iinglish miles through the far-stretching
¢ity, and then between groves of palim and fruit trees. The houses
are but one story hagh, built of brick, burnt or unburnt, and having
their backs, with 1.10111:;1;_”: one stall prated window, turned tﬂwards
the streets, whieh are narrow, and full of dust and dirt. The trades-
people and mechanies, as in all oriental cities, are distributed into
particular quarters. There are few mosques, and those not hand-
some ; but the old bazaar 15 one of the few memorials of what
Bagdad was in its 8ays of grandeur in the niuth century, and
shows traces of handsome eolumns and arabesques; and the Chan-
Osman, on which I was standing, lias a beautiful portal and lofty
cupolas that remind you of the city of Haroun al Raschid. The
materials for nearly all the buildings are said to have been brought
from the ruins of Babylon. Some of these ancient bricks whieh
have been used in the fortifications are two feet in diameter, and
more like Dblocks of stone. The fortifieations, however, though
very extensive, are seen, on a nearer inspection, to be extremely
weak, and the guns wpon them certainly not in the best con-
difion,

The houses are handsomer inside than might be anticipated
from the exterior, thongh not so splendidly fiticd up as in
Damascus. It 15 the custom, on account of the heat of the weather,
to pass only the early morning in_the common rooms ; towards
nine o’clock you take refuge in subterranean chambers, which age
like cellars, lying fiftcen or twenty feet below ground, and heve you
remain till u:w*ﬂnmg, when you ascend to the terrace, where people
drink tea, gﬂﬁ%p, and reccive visits til a late hour in the night,
The cool breeze is at this time very delightful 3 and many ngaintain
11t the moonlicht nights are muaeh ﬁner thqn withh 212, but T can-
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terrace, under a mosquite net, but in winter the nights and morn-
ings are so cold that people have fires in their rooms.

The climate 1s considered healthy, even for Europeans, although
there is an unpleasant disease prevalent which our young ladies
would feel a horror of, called the date or Aleppo boil. It is a
kind of tumour, generally ajtacking the face, and which, beginning
with a spot not larger than a pin’s head, spreads to the size of a
crown piece, and, even when healed, leaves an uglggscar behind it.
Among a hundred faces you scarcely find one without this dis-
figunrement ; but those who have but one may be regarded as for-
tunate, for 1 saw many with two or three. It is said that it usually
makes its appearance at the time when the dates are ripe, and
lasts till the same period of the following year. No remecdy for
it has as yet been discovered, and though inoculation has been
. tried by the Europeans, it has not been with success.

It would seem that the diseasc is in some way connected with
the Tigris, as'it 1s not found at a few miles distance from the river ;
But it can hardly be, as has been supposed, occasioned by.some fog
or vapour rising from the water, for the crew of the English
steamer, who remained constantly on the water, escaped it ; though
it is possible it may arise from the deposit of mund on the banks,
One European, whom I knew, was a real martyr to it, having had
no fewer than forty of these boils ; and I myself, though I rejoiced
at the time of my stay in Bagdad in having escaped, as I thought,
with only one small one on the hand, was attacked by it most
seriously six months after my return to Europe.

On the 24th of May I received an invitation from the English
residenty Mr.' Rawlinson, to a grand féte in honour of the birth-
dey of the Queen of England. At dinner we had only Europeans,
but of the evening party there was a large assembly of the Christian
part of the community of Bagdad, Armenians, Greeks, &c. - The
téte was lield on the beautiful terraces of thoe house, which, as well
ag the court-yards and gardens, were splendidly illuminated. The
blaze of lamps made it as light as day ; and there were soft carpets,
clastie divans, and refreshments of the finest kind, that might have
made us faney ourselves in Europe, but that the two bands of music
were 5o undoubtedly oriental in the style of their performance as
to prevent any such mistake.

Among the svomen and girls were some strikingly beautifnl, and -
all had such-eves as few voune men could caze into without pav-
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ing the penalty. To the effect of these eyes art certainly can-
tributes a great deal, for, besides that their brilliancy and beauty
is much heightecned by the mode of colouring the eycbrows and
eye-lashes, every hair is carefplly drawn out that could mar the per-
fection of their shape, and the pldce of any that may be wanting
is carefully supplied by the pencil. This devout attention to the
business of the toilette extends even to women of the lowest class ;
hut, in one their tagte is certaitly defective, for it 1s the
fashion to spoil their fine black hair by staining it with henna,
which changes if into an ugly brown-red, The dresses were rich ;
much in the Turkish fashion, with wide silk trousers, fastencd
round the ancle, and over “these garments embroidered in gold ;
airdles, heavy with cold and precious stones ; small turbans wound
round with gold chains ; and arn®, neck, and breagt glittering with
jewels,

Charming, however, as was the first sight of these beautiful
women in their gorgcons attire, the lifeless stillness of their aspect
made them after a time very stupid. No ray of thought or. emo-
tion beamed upon those fair faces ; all the spirit and fragrance of
life was wanting, for there was no kind of mental culture. A
native girl is reckoned quite sufficiently educated if she can just read
a few religious books in her mother tongue.  She never sees: any
othér. On this grand occasion they did not even gossip, but sat -
perfectly motioniess ; but at a visit I paid to the Pacha’s harem
some days afterwards there was giggling and chattering enough,
—indeed almost more than 1 could bear,

My visit had been expected, and the women (fifteen in number)
were as splendidly dressed as before, and much in the sameé manner,
with the difference that their caftans were made of transparent
stuff, and their turbans were adorned with ostrich feathers. The
summer-harem, in which I was received, is a pretty, low building,
in the most modern Kuropean taste, standing in a flower garden,
surrounded by an orchard. When 1 had been there about an hour,
a table was spread, and chairs plﬂeed all round it. There wenp
excellent dishes of meat, pilaus, pastry, and fruit; and the first lady,
Laving invited me to take a place, and seated herself, did not waif
tor _tlu: rest; but instantly plunged her hands into the dishes, and
selected her favourite morsels. T had to use my fingers {po, for
uo Sther instrument was offered to me, except towargds the end of
he meal when thev oave me a rold shoon.  YWhen was had done.
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the rest of the women seated themselves, as well as some of the
chief attendants; and afterwards came the turn of the slaves,
amongst whom were some very ugly negresses. In conelusion,
strong coffee, in small cups, on stands of gold enriched with jewels,
and nargilehs, were handed round. F

There was no other distinction between the women and the
attendants and slaves than in their dress; their behaviour was
precisely the same : and tacy mingled_in the conyersation, seated
themselves on the divans, smoked, and drank coffee gl together.
In general the treatment of slaves here is far hetter than it usually
1s among Europeans. But if it was pleasing to see this, it was on
the other hand very painful to notice the tone of the conversation
that goes on in these harems and in the baths,  Nothing can
exceed the demureness of the wdinen in public, but when they
come together in these places they indemnify themselves thoroughly
for the restraint.  While they were busy with their pipes and
cotiee, T took the opportunity to take a glance into the neigh-
bouring apartments, and in a few minutes I saw enough to fill me
at once with disgust and compassion for these poor creatures,
whom idleness and ignorance have degraded almost below the
level of humanity. A visit to the women’s baths loft a no less
melancholy impression. There were children of Loth sexes ;—oirls,
women, and elderly matrons. The poor children! how should
they in after life understand what is meant by modesty and
purity, when they are accustomed from their infancy to witness
such scenes, and listen to such conversation.

Among other Hons of Bagdad is the monument of Zobeide, the
favourite wife of Haroun al Raschid, but it has none of the beantiful
minarets of the Mahometan mausoleuns, being merely a moderate-
sized tower, rising.from a small octangular building, and much
resembling those of the Hindoos. It is of brick, and contains
three chambers, where other members of the family repose, and
the whole has once lLeen C{}T('%{Ed with coloured tiles and handsome
arabesques.  All monuments of this kind are regarded as sacred

by the Mahometans, and they often come here tos perform their
devotions, .

On my return from this place I made a small eireuit to sea the
ruins of that part of the city that was desolated by the last plague;
and a Ilungarian gentleman, Mr, Swoboda, gave me a terrble
pieture of the condition of the city durine that time. e and hie
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family had shut themselves completely up, with one servant, and
a store of provisions, and took in nothing but fresh water. The
doors and windows were pasted up, and no one was allowed to
show himself on the terrace, or in the open air; and to these
precantions he attributed their exemption from the scourge, whilst
whele families in the neighbourhood were carried off. As soon as
the plague abated, the city was exposed to another visitation from
the Arabs of the Desert, swho plundered the empty houses, and
overpowered, without difficulty, the few feeble inhabitants left in
many others ; Mr. Swoboda agreed to pay a tribute, and so escaped
further molestation. I wag glad to make my cscape from these
mournful recollections, and this dismal quarter of the town, to the
pleasant gardens of Bagdad, thgugh they do not exactly answer to
our idea of a garden, for they have neither flower beds, nor walks,
nor lawns, nor grass at all, but many canals, and close thickets of
frait trees of all kinds, dates, peaches, apples, apricots, figs, mul-
berrics, &e., surrounded by a brick wall.

I made from Bagdad two excursions, one to the ruins of Ctesiphon,
the other to those of Babylon ; the first distant eighteen, the second
sixty miles from Bagdad. On both occasions Mr. Rawlinson fur-
nished me witl good Arab horses, and a trustworthy servant; and
my kind and careful hostess, Mrs. Holland, wished to make for me
a large store of provisions. But my rule in travelling is to do
without all superfluities. Wherever human creatures are to be
found, I carry with me no eatables; what they ean live on, I can,
and if I do not like their food, it must be becanse T am not really
hungry, and the remedy for thay is to fast till I like any thing, I
carried with me a leathern water bottle, but even this proved to be
unnecessary, for we passed canals, and the Tigris itself, several
times. The ride to Ctesiphon, if I did not mean to pass the night
in the desert, had to be made between sunrise and sunset; for in
Bagdad, as in other Turkish cities, the gates are locked when the
sun goes down, and the keys carriesl to the commandant, and they
are mever opewed again till sunrise. When we had gone nihe
miles, we had'to cross the river Dhyalab, in large boat ; on the
opposite side, in a sort of hole lined with brick, live some families,

 who maintain themselves by the ferry, and from them I was so fortu-

nade as to procure some bread and buttermilk, which I founda most
welcome refreshment. From this place I could afready seo the
B - -a : ¥ X )
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Of' the once mighty city of Ctesiphon, the winter residence of
the rulers of Persia, there remsains now scarcely any thing but
some fragments of the palace of the Shah Chosroes, a colossal
arched gateway, a part of the tacade, and some side walls ; but all
- these look so firm and solid, that they may stand there for many
centuries yet, The arch of the gate jx, T believe, the highest in
the world, as it measures ninety feet from the ground, though the
wall iz not more than ‘sixYeen foct high. The facade is covered
from top to bottom with small niches, arches and columns, and
.1t has once been overlaid with a fine cement, in which the most
beautiful arabesques were wrought. Opposite to these ruins,
on the western shore of the Tigris, lie some walls. that arc all that
remains of Selcucia.*  On both shores there extend far around
low hills, which are found at a smiall depth to contain ruins and
brick rubbish. Scattered about among these on the shore ofthe |
Tigris were some tents inhabited by Arabs of the Desert. ‘They
looked by no means so wild as those I had betore scen, and indeed
I could have passed days and nights among them without any
tear. By the time I had paid my visit to these dirty acquaint-
ances another and much more agreeable one was awalting me,
A Persian came towards me, and pointing to some handsome fents
pitched at no great distance, addressed to me a short speeeh, which
significd, as my interpreter informed me, that a Persian prinee
was residing in those tents, and politely requested through this,
his ambassador, that I would pay him a visit. I accepted the
mvitation with great pleasure, and met with 2 most courteous re-
ception from his Highness 1l-Hagy- Ala- Ealy-Mirza, a handsome
young man, who moreover, I was informed, could speak French;
but when we came to the trial, his Highness’s stock did not extend
further than “ Vous parlez Frangais 2 Fortunately, one of his
people knew n little more of English, so that we could et on
somechow.

I learned from tho interpreter that the prince usually lived in
Eagdad, but on account of the oppressive heat had come to reside

Jr—

* The favourable position of Seleucia, where the Tigris and the Euphrates ap-
proach cach other so nearly, contributed to make this oncof the greatest commer-,
cial citips of the ancient world, Tt is sajd to have contained 600,000 inhabitpnts,
of whom the most important part were Greeks, living under their own free
constitution. « It was destroyed in the time of the Romen Krnnerae YVaae -
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for a short time in the open air. He was sitting on a low divan,
and his suite reposed upon carpets around him; but, to my sur-
prise, he had so much knowledge of our manners as to offer me a
scat on the divan beside him. Our conversation soon became very
lively, and lus surprise on my telling him of my travels rose with
every word. While we were talking, a nargileh of remarkable
beauty, sky-blue enamel, richly ornamented with gold, turquoises,
and other precious stoneé, was brought to me, and out of polite-
ness I took a few puffs from it.  Coffee and tea were also brought,
and after that the prince invited me to dinner. A white cloth
was spread upon the ground, and for the rest of the company large -
flat loaves, which were toserve for plates; but T was honoured with
a plate,g knife, and fork., 'The dinner consisted of several pilaus,
a large roasted fish, and 11"1&-11_-:;'I dishes of, meat, amongst which was
a whole lamb with the head om, that had not, I thought, & very
inviting appearance. Between the dishes stood cups with sherbet,
and sour milk, and in each cup was a large spoon. An aitendant
cut up the lamb, and laid cach person a portion upon his bread
plate; they then tore off little bits, plunged them into the pilaus,
kneaded them info a ball, and shoved them into their mouths. |
Some ate the fat meat without any pilau, and wiped off with their
bread the grease that ran down their fingers after every bit,:- In
drinking, the company made use indiscriminately of the spoons.
At the gnd of the meal the prince, in spite of the XKoran, ordered
some wine to be brought, of which he poured me out a glass, and
then drank two himself ; one to my health, and the other to his
own. When [ told him I meant to visit Persia and Teheran, he
offered to give me & letter to his mother, who belonged to the
court and would introduce me there, and he immediately set about
writing it, making use of his knee for a table. 'When he had done,
he pressed his signet ring upon it and handed it to me, but cau-
~ tioned me, laughingly, not to say anything to his mother, about his
having drank wine. .

When this Jpusiness was settled, I asked the prince whether I
might be permitted to visit his wife, as T was told he had one
with him, and he complied with the request, and led me into a
little building which had once been a mosque. : 3
, Here, in a cool vaulted chamber, I was received by & most
beautiful young creature-—incomparably handsomer than any I
had seen vet. Her ficrure was of middle hoeioht and feat olocea vl
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proportioned ; her features fine, of a true antique cast ; her com-
plexion dazzlingly fair, with a delicate colour on the cheeks (though
this was not pure nature), and her eyes were large and brilliant,
with a slight expression ot melancholy,  ‘The poor young thing had
1o compamons but an old servant and a young euzelle,  One orna-
ment of’ her face, consisting of a broad blue stripe, whick meeting
over the nose, formed two arches to the temples, gave a very
peculiar, and not very agreeable, character to the face : the hands
and arms were aiso disfisured with tattooing—a custom not un-
common among the Mahomedan women of Bagdad, The costume
ol this beauty was much the same as those of the Pacha’s wives,
only that, instead of' a little turban, she had on her head a white
muslin, which could be drawn over her face at pleasure, o

As the interpreter could not cntey this sanctuary with me, our
conversation was of course not very animated ; indeed wo could
not speak at all, but were oblized to be satisfied with making
signs, and looking at cach other. When I returned to the prince
I expresscd my admiration at the charms of his young wife, and
asked what country had produced such a gem of loveliness. He
named the North of Persia ; but assured me that his other wives,
of whom he had four in Bagdad, and four in Deheran, were much
more beautiful than this one.

L was now pbout to take my leave ; but the prinee begged me to
remain a hittle longer, and ordered in two minstrels, one a singer,
and the other a player on a sort of mandolin with five strings.
They both kept good time, and seldom made false notes, gnd the

- ~ginger made an amazing number of flourishes, though- his voice
was not purc or well cultivated, The Persiap songs and musical
pieces have, however, great compass and varicty ; and for a long
time I had heard no such good musical performance,

I got into Bagdad again before sunset, and though I had had a

- ride of six and thirty miles, and had rambled about a great deal
on foot, and the heat was tregendous, I was not immoderately
fatigaed ; and two days afterwards I set off foy the ruins of
Babylon, "

The district in which these ruins lie is now called Irak-Arabi, the
former Babylonia and Chaldea. As we rode on, the palms and fruit
tree graclually became scarcer and scareer, the cultivated lands
less and less, and the desert advanced more and more, spreading

:*.- ..-Jﬂn..r]l-- :..-.j:--.-..“n..-.. - 1% 3T JH -
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By the time we had gone twenty miles to Chan Assad the
stunted herbage scarcely sufficed even for the abstinent camel.
From Chan Assad to Hilla the way is one mournful and monstrous
waste, .

“We came to the place where once stood the City of Borosipa,
and where there is still one column of the palace of Nourhivan ;
at least <o it is said ; but I could nowhere find it, though the
desert lay open before me, and a brfcht sunset gave me light
enough. T had to content myself, thercfore, with thinking of the
oreat Alexander, on this the last scene of his exploits, where he
was warned not again to enter Babylon.  Instead of the column
T saw the ruing of one large and several small canals ; the former
connecting the Tigris with the‘ Euplirates, and altogether serving
for the irrization of the country, but of course all now in a
state of decay,

May 31st.—On the remote horizon I saw to-day what I took
for groups of trees, but, like Macbeth’s wood, 1t advanced to meet
me, and eradually as it came closer developed itself into long legs,
humps—in -short a vast herd of camels, as much, certainly, as
seven or eight thousand, many of them earrying burdens of
wemen or children, but most going empty, so that this was pro-
bably the migration of a wandering tribe in search of new pastures.
Among them T saw a few of those snow-white, camgls which are
so highly prized, almost worshipped, by the Arabs. I saw also
this day a new kind of bird, much like a green parrot, only that
ihe beak was slenderer and less crooked, and which nestles m
lLioles in the earth. The place where they were was one of the,
most dreary in the whole desert, and far and wide not a single
blade of grass was to be seen.

The heat had now risen to 45 (Reaumur), and was still more
insupportable from a glowing hot wind that accompanied it, and
drove elonds of sand in your face. This day also we passed many
canals, now half filled up. .

The chans wet with on this road are the finest and most secare.
hat I have shywhere seen ; they are like little fortresses. A lofty
aateway leads into a great conrt-yard, surrounded by spacious
halls, with brick walls of considerable thickness. In tHese halls
you find long ranges of alcoves, every one of which 1s lareavenongh
to form a sleeping place for three or four persons. Before the

o 1
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 terrace five feet high, on which travellers may sleep in the hot
mghts, and rings for tethering the cattle, that they also may, if it
is desired, remain in the open air, These echans are intended for
the great caravans, and are capable of accommodating five hundred
travellers at a time, with their cattle and baggage. They are
sometimes maintained by the governmerit, but more frequently by
rich people, who think by this means to gain a step in their ascent
to Heaven. Every chan has ten or twelve soldiers for g, guard;
the doors are locked at night ; and for all the security and aceom-
modation afforded him the traveller has nothing whatever to
pay. Near the cham, too, some Arabian families have usually-
taken up their abode, who furnish the travellers with camel’s milk,
bread, coffee, and often camel’s or goat’s flesh. The camel’s milk I
found rather heavy, but the meat gcod, and s good deal like beef,
Travellers provided with a firman from a Pacha gre allowed to
take with them one or two of the mounted soldiers from one chan
to another, and as I enjoyed this advantage I made use of the

" privilege when we were travelling at night,

It was afternoon when we arrived at g spot whence we could
see the fine date groves beyond which lic the ruins of Babylon,
part of the site of which is occupied by the town of Hilla. Four
miles from it we turned 5 the right from the road, and soon found
ourselves between enormons masses, ltke hills of bricks and rubbish.
The largest of these is 140 fuct high, and above 2000 feet in
circumference. The date usually assigned to the building of the
city is about 2,000 years before the birth of Christ, and 2,000,000

- -een and all the architects and artists of the vast Assyrian empire
were called to take part in the work. The town wall was 150
high and 20 feet broad, defended by 230 towers, and closed by 100
gates. It was divided by the Euphrates into two parts, and on
either bank stood a magnificent palace connected by a bridge.
According to tradition, there was even a tunnel benecath the bed of
the river, and three eolossal figures of wrought gold adorned the
tower of the Temple of Belus. Six handred and thirty years before
Christ, Babylon was stili flourishing in splendéur., ‘The 'Femple
of Belus was destroyed by Xerxes, and Alexander wished "to
restore it but as it took 10,000 men two months, —some say two
years,—werely to clear away the rubbish, he got tired of the work.

Of the two palaces, one 1s conjectured to have been g castle, and
th’ﬂ {]tllEI‘ fhf{ T’F".ﬂi'dﬂﬂr'ﬂ T LS ) . S T FEL L
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completely to ruins, that there is nothing to afford the antiquarian
any elue. An English mile from them you c¢ome upon another
vast mound of rubbish, El Kasr, and here the Temple of Baal is
supposed to have stood. There are still some massive fragments
of walls, and columns, and a lion of dark-coloured granite, so
large that I at first took it for an elephant, Tt is much mutilated,
and to judge from what remains not the work of a very skilful
artist. "T'he bricks in all these ruins are of a reddish yellow colour,
a foot long, and the same in breadth, and three and a half inches
thick. In the ruins of El Kasr stands a single withered tree of the
fir kind, which is quite unknown in these regions, which the
Arabs regard as sacred, aad of whicl many wonders are told,—
low it utters melancholy sounds wlen the wind moans through
the branches, and so forth. ®Of course 1t is considered to date
from the days of ancient Babylon; but that a crippled looking
tree, scarcely cighteen feet high and nine inches thick, should last
3,000 years, does seem, with all possible inchination to believe,
somewhat too marvellous. The environs of Babylon, once so
fertile that they have been called the Paradise of Chaldea, are now
cntirely barren and desolate, and the only way of crossing the
river is by a wretched bridge made of boats, planks, and trunks of
trocs, which sway up and down at every gdep ; it is scarcely broad
enough for two horsemen to go abreast, and there is ne kind of
Landrail to keep you from the water. Along the banks of the
river there is still some trace of rich vegetation, and a few mosques
and handsome buildings belonging to Hilla serve a little o re-
animate the landscape. ~ In this town I was veceived into the
house of a rich Arab, who, as it was just sunset, invited me, n8¥
to a room but to a place on the magnificent terrace. For supper
he sent me roast lamb, vegetables, gsome delicious pilau, and. for
drink, water and sour milk. This terrace had no walls round it,
to my great satisfaction, as it enabled me to get some insight into
the doings of my neighbours. In the courts L saw the women
occupied 1in .haking bread of the same kind that T had seep in
Baudr-Abbas, and in the meantime the men and the children
spread straw mats on the terraces, and brought up pilau vegetables
and other dishes. When the bread was ready the meat was served
up. I saw the women, too, sit down, and I was really in hopes
that the Arabs had made such progress in civilisation as to allow
mv sex a place at table ; but, alas! the poor womengdid not touch
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tho dishes, but only took up straw fans to wave off the flics from
the heads of their lords and masters, 1T presume they got a meal
afterwards inside the house, but neither on the terrace noy 1 the
court-yard did 1 sce them eat anything. When the time came tor
going to rest, men and women enveloped themselves cntirely, from
head to foot, in coverings, and lny down on the terrace, but
neither took off a single article of dress. !

Six English miles from Filla, in whag was once called the plain
of Shinar, lie the ruins of Birs-Nimrod, and to visit these | engagced
the services of two Arabs for an escort and two fresh horses.
There is a mound near the Enphrates of 265 feet high, and a part,
of & wall of between twenty and thirty, Most of the bricks are
covered with inscriptions, and near these walls lie some areat blaek
blocks, which might Le taken for I#fya, but that on a nearer Inspec-
tion there are traces of masonry to be seen on them, and it js
therefore to be presnmed that their present condition is the cffect
of lightning, - |

From the summit of these hills you get an immense prospect
over the desert, the town of Hilla and its beantiful palm groves,
and over countless mounds of brick and earth. Not fur from where
I stood was 2 Mahomedan house of prayer, said to be on the spot,
where Shadrach and lLis gompanions were flung info the fiery fur-
nace for refusing to worship the idols.

Towards evening the family of my obliging host paid mé a visit,
accompanied by several other women and children, their natura)
gnod sense and delicacy having prevented them from disturbing
meé on the day of my arrival, when they knew me to be wearied

vy my long ride. T cannot say but that I would willingly have
excused the visit now, for Arabs, rich or-poor, have but little ides,
of cleanlincss, and the very filthy little children insisted upon site
ting on my lap or in my arms, and I knew no way to decline that
Pleasure. Many of them had Aleppo boils, and others sore eyes
and cutaneous. disenses, so that I was very glad when the women
andrchildren left me and were replaced by my hosf, who was at
least clean, and had more knowledge of the world, -

The next day I left Hilla at sunrise, and rode without stopping
sixteen miles to Scandaria, where I rested for some hours, and
then went on another sixteen to Bir-Yanus. At one oclock in the
morning 1 set off again, escorted by a single soldier. We had gone
about four or five miles when we thought we perceived. gt no oreat
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distance some very suspicious sounds, and my servant signified to

me that I should remain quite still, that our presence might not be
observed, and the soldier then alizghted from his horse, and crept
rather than walked through the sand to reconncitre. My weari-
ness wis so great, that, though alone in the dark night, in the
dreary desert, I could not help failing asleep on my horse, and only
waked up when the soldier, with a joyful shout, came back to say
there were no robbers, buf, a sheik, wht, with his suite, was going
to Bagdad. 'We immediately gave our horses the spur, and joined
the procession, The chicf saluted me by pressing his hand on his
krow and his breast; and morcover, as a sign of good intentions,
presented arms to me, his weapon being a club, with an iron knob
at the end, furnished with many points, exactly like our well.
known “morning star,” & weapBn that sheiks only are allowed to
carr}'

Until sunrise I remained in his company, and 1 then urged on
nw horse, and at eight o’clock was once more geated in my room

at Bagdad, after hfwmn' riddes 132 miles in thwee days and a half'

(undea rambling about a great deal on foot.

I had now seen every thing there was fo be seen in Barrdﬂ.d and
was beginning my preparations for continuing my journey to
Tspahan, when I received a letter from Prince Il Hony Ala Euly
Mirza, to say that he had had bad news from his country. The
province of Ispahan was in a state of insurrection, the governor
had been murdered, and my going to Persia at present was out of
the question. I therefore took the resolution to go first to Mossul,
and there await till eircumstances should determine my furthm;_
course.

MOSSUL AND NINEVEH.

Caravan Jm.r;rney through the Desert. -Arﬂiml at Mossul.—Things to be

scen —Ixcursion to the Huns of Nineveh and. the Village of Nebryanis.
—Second K rﬂwmun to Nineveh.—Tel-Nimrod.—Arabian Horses.— De-
parture from Mossul,

In order to travel safely and without too great cost from
Bagdad to Mossul, it is necessary to join a caravan, and L begged
Mr. Swoboda to rccommend me to a frustworthy leader. He
endeavoured to dissuade me from trustine myvself emtirely to the
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Arabs, and thought I ought at least to take with me & servant of
niy own. Buié this wourld have occasioned too heavy expenses for
my very slender means, and besides I knew the people tolerably
well, and believed that I could trust them.

A caravan was to set off on the 14th of June, but a caravan
leader is in this respect like the captain of a ship, and one must
always .give him a few days grace ; so the 14th turned out to be
really the 17th. The distdnce from Bagdad to Mossul is about
three hundred IKnglish miles, which ususlly takes twelve or
fourteen days. The mode of travelling is on horseback or on
mules, and, in the hottest season, during the night. I hired for
myself and my trifling luggage a mule, for which I was to pay
the low price of seven and a half floring (125, Gd.), and to have
no further expensc or trouble ab3ut his keep, and we were all
to assemble in the caravansera before the city gate at five o'clock
in the afterncon. MMr. Swoboda accompanied me thither, recom-
mended me to the particular care of the leader, and promised
him & good bachsheesh on his return if he should have heen
properly attentive ; and then without any other protection I
commenced my toilsome and dangerous journey through steppe
and desert.

T was now travelling like the poorest Arab, and would have to
make up my mind, as he would, to endure.the glowing heat of the
~ gun, to live on bread and water, or a handful of dates or cucumbers,
and to content myself with the scorched ground for a bed, I had
written out a short list of Arabic words for articles of the first
__Necessity ; but the language of signs was quite familiar to me, and
by these moans and that of the words together I got on wonderfully.
I got mdeed so much into the habit of making signs, that even in
places where I knew the language perfeetly well I found myself,
if T did not take care, having reecourse to my hands to speak
for me.

- ‘Whilst Mr. Swoboda was taking leave of me, some bread and
a few other needful provisions had been placed in two bags, and
hung across the back of my mule. My cloak and a Hillow formed
a soft convenient seat, when 1 was once upon it, though the
cimbing up was rather difficult, as I had no stirrups. Our

naravan wae acmall ot »wrooant  onaimtinoe oanldr ogiv andd  oroed oy
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At gix o'clock we were in motion, and some miles beyond the
town we were joined by other travellers, traders with beasts of
burden, so that our procession soon amounted to sixty, but the
number varied every evening, some going and others coming.
Sometimes we looked like a regular rabble; and 1 was more afraid
of our own company than the robbers; indeed I thought they
roight happen to be identical, for thieves ofter join caravang in
order to find opportunities for pursuing their profession. In any
case T could reckon nothing on the protection of such a caravan
consisting of traders, pilgrims, and so forth, most of whom had
never drawn a sword or fired a pistol in their lives. A few
dozens of well-armed robbers could with ease have put to flight
Liundreds of them. _

We rode on the first nichf for ten hours till we reached
Yeugitsché, The country was flat and barren ; there were neither
men nor houses nor cultivated lands. Some miles after we passed
Bagdad indeed all -culture seemed to be suddenly cut off; and it
was not till we reached Yeugitsché that we again saw stubble
fields and palms, which showed that the industry of man was still
able to wring something from nature.

Caravan travelling is very wearisome. You go always at &
walk, and nine, even twclve hours, at a stretch. You Jose your
rest at night, and in the daytime the heat the flies, and the
mosquitoes make it almost impossible to recover any of your lost
sleep. | | - -
The chan at Yeugitsché by no means equalled in besuty and
oleanliness those on the road to Babylon, but it was surrounded
by a little village into which hunger drove me in search of food.
T went from hut to hut, and at last was lucky enough to make
the conquest of three cggs and some milk, with which I proudly.
returned to0 my chan, after having filled my water-bottle at the
Tigris. 'The eggs I baked in hot ashes, and ate immediately ; the
milk I put by for the evening; gnd 1 certainly felt more satis-
taction in my, hardly-earned meal than many do at the Dbest
furnished tabks.

On my foraging expedition through the village I observed that
it had formerly been a place of more importance, as there were
mgny fallen houses andehuts ; but the plague had carried oft all
but a few families. I eaw here a new mode of making butter,
. A Tt ale ansam in o lonthern hottle = busthie butter 8o
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made was as white as snow, so that if T had not seen it made T
should have taken it for lard.

At ten o’clock at night our caravan got under weigh again,
and we rode withont stopping for eleven hours. The country
thtough which we passed appearcd to be less desolate than that
nearer to Bagdad,” and the barking of dogs and the groups of
palm trees intimated the existence of viliages, though we could
not see them. At sunrise we rejoiced in the sight of a low range
of hills that relieved the continued monotony of the plains,

June 19th.—Yesterday 1 was finding fault with the chan of

Yeugitsche, but to day I should have been thankful for a mueh
warse, that would have afforded me some protection from the
scorching beams of the sun, which streamed down upon me with
intolerable fierceness, But we hatted on g stubble field far from
any human dwelling. My caravan leader threw a8 cloth over g
couple of sticks, and endeavoured so to procure me a little shade,
but the'place was so small, and this imitation of 8 tent so slight,
that I had to remain constantly in a sitting postare, and quite
still, lest by the slichtest movement T might bring it down, How
I envied the missionaries and naturalists who make their dif-
ficult journeys with pack-horses, tents, provisions, and servants, -
FForsrefreshment I had only Inkewarm water, bread so hard that
1 could not possibly eat it without soaking, and a cucumber
without salt or vinegar. But my courage and patience did not
desert me, and I never for g single moment repented having
exposed myself to these hardships,
— At DelivAbbag, where we stopped at eight o’clock in the morne-
mg, we found a chan, but in such 2 ruinous state that we had to
encamp outside it, for fear of the snakes and scorpiong which are
apt to harbour in such places. Near the chan lay some dozens
of dirty Arab tents, and the wish to obtain somo other food than
bread and cucumber drove me to overcome my disgust, and to
creep into several of them. The inhabitants offered me butter-
milk and bread, and they also possessed fowls, ope of which I
would have gladly purchased, but I eould not Miake up my
mind to kill it myself, so I was obliged to put up with the
simpler fare. In this distriet there were wild flowers growing
that repinded me of my dear country. At home I should have
searcely thought them worthy of a glance, but here I ree
jﬂicﬂd at thessicht of them = indead T ave ok o1 3 +
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that 1 bent over them as friends, and found my eyes dim with
tears, :

LThis day we set off again at five o'clock in the evening, as we
had the most dangerous part of the journey between this and
the next station, and we meant to try and reach it before a vewy
late hour. The vast flat sandy desert now changed a litile its
character ; hard flints rattled under the hoofs of the horses, and
rocks, and rocky hilis alterpated with mounds of earth. Had this
tract continued longer 1 should huve taken it for the dried up
bed of a river; as 1t was, 1f. looked like a piece of ground left bare
by the retiring ot the sea.  In many places there were crystals of
sult that glittered in the sun.

Our leader urged on the beasts, for tlds spot is regarded as
dangerous, because the rocks affl Lills afford places of concealment
for robbers, and the poor animals had to hurry on over stock and
stone atu much sharper pace than they are accustomed to ; so that
before it was guite dark we had passed that tract, and could pursue
our journey more at leisure. 'L'owards one in the morning we
came in sight of the small town of Karatappa, and took up our
quarters on a stubble field about a mile or two from it. Here the
weary desert plains were at an end, and henceforth we wers to
travel through a cuitivated country intersected by hills. The
next day we got to Kuoferi,

All these L'urkisli towns are much alike, and there is little to
be sald about them. 'T'he streets are dirty, the houses built of
mud or unburnt brick, the shops wretched booths, the people dis-
gustingly dirty, and the women increase their natural ugliness by
dying their hair and nails red-brown with henna, and taitooing
their hands and arms. At five and twenty they look quite old.

On the 25th of June we reached a village which was the home
of our leader, and his house lay, with several others, in a large
dirty court-yard, surrounded by a wall that had but a single
entrance. 1This court resembled g regular camp, for all the in-
habitants, as wgel as their horses and asses, Were lying sleeping
about it. O animals recognised their own places, and trotted
so fast by the slecpers that I was quite in fear for them. Howe-
ever, these creatures are very carcful, and the men knew it, and
remained quictly where they were. s .

My Arab had been three weeks absent, and had returned now
for & very short time, and c¢xcept one little old woman no one of
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his family got up to greet him. Even the said old lady, whom I
took for. his mother, did not speak to him & word of welcome or
attempt to help him, but merely trotted along by his side, so that
I thought she might almost as well have lain sleeping with the
rest.,

The Arab’s house consisted of one large lofty apartment, divided
into three portions by two middle walls that did not resch quite
to the front. Kach of these divisiops was thirty feet long by
about ‘nine feet broad, and served as the dwelling of a family.
The light came through the common cntrance, and two holes at
the top of the front wall. In one of these compartments a place
was assigned to me where I could remain during the day; and
my first study was directed to asceriaining the relations of the
family with whom I was to live. *I wanted to ascertain the degree
of-kindred, and at first this was very difiicult, for no one showed
any affection for any but the little children, who seemed to be
regarded as common property. At length I made out that in the
whole house there were three families related to each other; the
grandfather, a married gon, and a married daughter. The grand-
father was a stout vigorous old fellow, the father of my Caravai
leader. 1 had discovered this on the way, for he had been in our
party. He was horribly quarrelsome ; disputed about every trifle,
and constantly contradicted his son, who took it very quietly, and
did what his father liked. Tle animals of the caravan belonged
to them both, and were also attended to by a grandson of fifteen
and some servants; but when we had once got home the old man
gave himself no further concern about them, but enjoyed his rest,

" and merely gave his orders. It was easy to sec that he was the
patriarch of the family.
" On the first impression the character of the Arab appears cold
and reserved. I never saw either husband or wife, father or
daughter, exchange a friendly word ; they spoke to each other
only when it was absolutely reguired. For the children there was
much more feeling® shown ; they might romp and JFiot as much as
they would, not a word was ever said to them, noreanything they
did taken amiss, As soon as the child is grown up, however, it
comes to his turn to bear with the weaknesses of his parents, which |
he gengrally dees, treating them with mgeh patience and respect.

To my great surprise I heard the children call thejr mother
mama or nona, and their father &abo

-
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The women lay the whole day on their lazy sides, doing nothing
whatever, and only towards evening they made up their.minds to
get up and make some bread. ‘Their costume was certainly very
ill adapted to work of any kind. The sleeves of their chemises
were so wide that they hung down half an ell from their arms;
and directly they went to do anything they had to wind them
gound their arms, or tic them in a knot behind their backs. Of
‘purse they continually gof loose, andewvere a constant hindrance,
-t0 the work. As they were not very punctilions about cleanliness,
the good ladies used to make these sleeves serve in the capacity
of pocket bandkereliefs, as well as to wipe the spoons and other
utensils, .The covering of their heads consisted of no less than
two, three, or sometimes four large handkerchiefs, wound one
round the other. » .

I had, alas, two days to pass in this fumﬂy circle. ‘The first was
almost mtﬂlerable for all the women' in the neighbourhood came
to stare at me. They began by examining my clothes ; then they
wanted to take my turban from my head, and after that they
became so outrageously troublesome that I was obliged to deliver
myself by a coup de main.

I suddenly took one of them by the shoulders, and turned her
. out of doors; and that 50 quickly that she scarcely knew what had
heppened. To the other I signified that I would certainly do the
like if she did not behavo better. Probably they suppesed me
much stronger than I really was, and they therefore drew off their
forces ; and I then described a cirele round my place, and forbade

any one of them to step over it, and in this they thought proper
. . il

to. obey. | .

The worst of my tormentors was the wife of my leader. She
‘besieged me the whole day, kept coming close up to me, and
~weorrying me to give her things. I gave her a few trifles, but I
had little of any thing with me, and she would certainly not have
left off till she had got all. Fortgnately her husband came home,
and I complgned to him of her behaviour, and affected to be
about to leawe his house, and seek elsewhere for a shelter, which
the Arab would regard as the greatest disgrace. He immediately
set to work, and gave lus wife a thorough good secolding, and
then I got a little peages I ﬂ.lwa}rs insisted on having my own
.way, for energy and fearlessness impose on all people,—Arabs,

Poaraiond Radaning . ar whotoavor slea thatr moo ha callod
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The women lay the whole day on their lazy sides, doing nothing
whatever, and only towards evening they made up their.minds to
-get up and make some bread. Their costume was certainly very

ill adapted to work of any kind. The sleeves of their chemises
were 80 wide that they hung down half an ell from their arms ;
and directly they went to do anything they had to wind them
yound their arms, or tic them in a knot behind their backs. Of
£ourse they continually got loose, and ‘were a constant hindrance,
'to the work. As they were not very punctilious about cleanliness,
the good ladies used to make these sleeves serve in the capacity
of pocket handkerchiefs, as well as to wipe the spoons and. other
utensils. The covering of their heads consisted of no less than
two, three, or sometimes four large handkerchiefs, wound one
round the other. S | e

I had, alas, two days to pass in this family circle. The first was
almost intolerable, for all the women' in the neighbourhood came
to stare at . me. They began by examining my clothes ; then they
wanted to take my turban from my head, and after that they
became so outrageously troublesome that I was obliged to deliver
myself by a coup de main.

I suddenly took one of them by the shoulders, and turned her
out of doors, and that o quickly that she scarcely knew what had
happened. ‘To the other I signified that I would certainly do the
hke if she did not behave better. Probably they supposed me
much stronger than I really was, and thoy therefore drew off their
forces ; and I then described a circle round my place, and forbade
any one of them to step over it, and in this they thought proper
to. obey. | T

The worst of my tormentors was the wife of my leader. - She
besieged me the whole day, kept coming close up to me, and
worrying me to give her things, I gave her a few trifles, but I
had little of any thing with me, and she wounld certainly not have
lett off’ till she had got all. Fortunately her husband came home,
and I complained to him of her behaviour, and affected to be
about to leave his house, and seek elsewhere for a shelter, which
the Arab would regard as the greatest disgrace. He immediately
set to work, and gave his wife a thorough good scolding, and
then I got a little peaca 1 always insisted on having _my own

4%&);, for energy and fearlessness impose on all people.— Arahs.
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Towards, evening, to my great joy, I saw a large pot set on the
fire with a quantity of mutton. - For eight -days I had eaten
nothing but bread, cucumbers, and a few dates, and I really
longed for some warm and nourishing food. DBut how did my
appetite decline when I observed the cooking operations. The old
mother threw in a few handsful of red grain, along with an
immense quantity of onions, into a potfull of water. After halt ¢ -
hour she stirred them rourd with her dirty hands, and mixed ar.*
squeezed them together, then took out a portion, chewed it int#
small masses, and spat @ back again into the pot. Then she took
a dirty rag, strained this delicate sauce through it, and poured it
over the meat in the larger vessel. I had ﬁrmly resolved not to
touch this dish, but when it was ready my desire of food was so
oreat, and the smcll was so savourysthat I reflected that I had
most likely already eaten what was not a whit cleaner; in short,
I became unfaithful to my résolution. <1 did eat, and was filled,”
and felt greatly strengthened by these untempting viands. I had
gone thruugh much fatigue in the journey from Bagdad, and
really required support. .

On the morrow I supposed that before ﬁettmr:r off again we
should have had a similar meal, but the Arab is too frugal a
housekecper to have such a feast twice running, and I was nbhfred
to put up with brcad and cueumbers, wﬂhnut salt, oil, ,
vinegar.

“We left the village at nine o clnck at night, and by sunrise we
had a magnificent prospect of a majestic chain of mountains,
which forms a wall of separation betwcen Kurdistan and
Mesopotamia. |

In the valley that lay between these were the loveliest wild
flowers,—among others, blue bells, amaranths, and a remarkable
kind of thistle that produces bunches of delicate blue flowers the .
size of a man’s fist, and which covers large tracts. The country
people cut it and use it for fuel- as wood is here very scarce. }

We saw here also some troops of gazelles that- carae merrily
past the caravan.

On the 28th of June we reached the small town of Erbil, once
Arbela, where Alexander met the army.of Darius. It is a fortified
town, and lies on a singie hill in the middle of a valley. We en-
camned in the suburbs, and, as I found to mv sreat vexation that
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wher;_e' I could obtain shelter from the ‘sun, and -I‘--fdund a hut
where there were already -several people, two asses, #nd a large

- number of cocks and hens. The proprietress, a particularly un-

-

_gould not reach me, but beyond this I had net the smallest accom-
-~ jjodation; yet this hut appeared to be considered a desirable place

% residence, for from early morning till late in the evening ‘there
il

o

5

pleasant looking old Arab ywoman, allowed me for a small conside-

ration to lie down in a corner where, at least, the burning rays

was always a.crowd of company present. 'Some came to gossip
only, others brought their flour to knead into bread in order to
enjoy the gossip at the same time. In the background children

were bathed and cleansed from vermin, and in the midst of all
this the asses brayed, and fowls flew upon and dirtied everything.

- To the honour of the peaple;-hﬂwever, I must state that though

there were among them men of the poorest classes constantly

; going in and out, no one of them offered me the slightest insult ;

even the women left me at peace. -
In the evening, before our departure, a meal of mutfon was

" boiled, in a kettle that had previously been filled with dirty linen :

e
p

this was emptied out, and without the ceremony of washing, the
mutton put iny and then the cookery went on in exactly the same
style as on the former occasion. - ik
On the following day we had to cross a large river, and this
was effected on a raft, probably of a very ancient kind ; inflated
skins were fastened together by means of some poles, and on these
were laid boards, reeds, and canes. There were eight and twenty

skins, and the raft was seven feet broad, and the same length, and |
earried half a dozen men and three horse burdens at a time ; byt.— .,

as our caravan consisted at this time of two and thirty animals,
we took nearly half a day to get across. The horses were tied
fouror five together, and led by a man seated astride on a skin ;
the feebler ones, as well as the asses, had skins tied on their backs.

Most striking is in this part of Mesopotamia the entire want of

trees ; for the last five days Ihad not seen one, and I believe there

must be meny people who have never seen one in their lives.

There were tracts of twenty or thirty miles where there was not

so much as a shrub, though there is no want of water, for no day

passed in which we did got cross one or two rivers, large or small.

The town of Mossul éame into view twenty miles L=fore we

reached it ; it lies on a low hill in a very large Hvalley on the
- _
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western shore of the Tigris, which is here ¢onsiderably narrower

than at Bagdad.
We reached Mossul a¢ seven o'clock in the moraing, and I was

in perfect health, though in the fortnight past I h:ui only twice
had a warm meal, had had no opportunity of changing my clothes,
and had been almost constantly exposed to tremendous heat.

I alighted first at the caravansery, and then gof some one te}
take me to the English yiee-consul, Mr Rassam, to whom myh
coming had alveady been announced in a letter from Mr. Ra.wlm-
son, and who had had a room made ready for me.

My first walk was t,hrnugh the town, but there is little to be
said concerning it ; it is surrounded with fortifications, and has
about 2,500 inhabitants, but amongst them scarcely a dozen
Europeans ; there are many coffe~ bopths, and extensive, though
not handsome bazaars. The entrances to the houses are low and
nairow, and furnished with strong doors, as in former times the
town was frequently exposed to hostile attacks; but, when you
get inside, you find beautiful court yards, lofty airy rooms, with
large windows and doors, and the walls of the ground floors mostly
of marble, of which there is a rich quarry directly before the town.
Here also it is the custom to pass the hot hours of the day in the
gsubterrancan chamber or sardab ; and in the month of July, even
there, the temperature will rise to ninety-nine .degrees, when the
burning simoom comes  sweeping across the Desert. During my
stay several people died suddenly, it was said of the heat, and even
the birds suffered much, and kept their beaks wide open and their
wings stretched out from their bodies. The eyes are often greatly
-affected here, but the Aleppo boil is less frequent than in Bagdad.

Amongst my sufferings from the heat at Mossul, bowever, 1.
cannot at all events count that of a decrease of appetite ; probably
it might be in consequence of the severe regimen on which I had
__ latf-ly been kept; but I rea,lly think 1 could have caten at every

hour of the day. . ’-

‘During my stay at Mossul, 2 great budy of Turklsh tmc-ps passed
through the couutry. The Pacha rode out to meet them, and
then marched into the city at the head of the infantry. ‘Lhese
troops were infinitely better dressed- than those I had seen in Con-
~ stantinople~in 1842; they wore the fez,ghad white trowsers and
blue speacers with red facings, and looked very well. ‘The cavalry. .
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As soon ag I had in some measure recovered from the fatigues of
my journey, I berged my kind host to furnish me with » servant to
accompany me to the ruing of Nineveh,~but instead of a servant,
2 Mr. Koss and the sister of Mrg, Rassom were good enough to
bear me company. We viewed on the first morning, the ruins
that lie nearest, on the opposite side of the Tigris at the village of
Neby-yunis,.—and the next day the more distant, eighteen miles
down the river, at a place galled Tel-Nimrod. |
. According to Strabo, Nineveh was still larger than Babylon,——
and the greatest city in the world ; the eircumference of its walls
was three days’ journey, and the wall was defended by fifteen
hundred towers. Now all is covered with earth, and only ocea-
gionally when the peasant’s plough makes a furrow in the field
does 2 fragment of brickwerk Yor marble come to sight. Whole
ranges of hills that extend across the boundless plain on the left bank
_of the Tigris, and lose themselves in the distance, cover, as is now:
known with certainty, the ruins of the ¢ity. In the year 1846, the
celebrated Mr. Layard began here the excavations which have
been crowned with such distinguished success. Passages were
dug in the hills, and soon the excavators came to large and stately
apartments whose walls were of marble covered f'rnm top to bottom
with reliefs. There were kmgs with their crowns and sceptres,
gods with vast pinions, warriors with their arms and shields ;—
there were representations of hunts, of battles, of the storming uf-
fortresses, of triumphal processions,—but, unfortunately, proportion,
perspective, and correct drawing are wanting. The hills are scarcely
three times higher than the men, the fields reach to the clouds,
the trees are no bigger than the lotus-flowers, and the heads St
men and animals are all after the same models, and alt in profile.
On many walls is that club-shaped sign or letter which distin-
guishes what is called the cuncitorm character; and which ig only
found on Persian and Babylonian monuments.

Ameng all the chambers thatgvere brought to light, only one
had walls, notyof marble, but of fine painted cement. But these
walls, notwitRstanding the utmost care, conld not be preserved.
As soon as the air reached them, the cement cracked, and fell off,
The marble also had in many places been Ehanged into lime by
the terrific conflagration which laid the whole city in ashes, Many
m&rble slabs with reliefs and cuneiform inscriptions have. how-
ever. been taken fram the walla and sent to Enolsnid When T
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was: in Bassora, a whole cargo of these antiquities, including a
sphynx, lay-ready to be sent off,

On our return, we visited the little village of Neby-yunis,
which lies near the ruins on a slight elevation, and which ig
celebrated on account of a mosque where, according to tradition,
the remains of the prophet Jonas lie buried, which every. year are
visited by thousandsof devout pilgrims. Onthisexcursion, wo passed
many ficlds where the poople were separating the corn from the
straw in a quite peculiar manner, with a machine consisting of two,
wooden tubs, between which was a roller with ten or twelve
broad, long, blunt knives, or choppers. The whole was drawn by
two horses or oxen over the bundles of corn, and when it had all
been chopped up it was flung up into the air with shovels, in
order to separate the corn from th®chaff, ‘

As we came home we saw near the walls of Mossul two sulphur

- springs, betrayed from a considerable distance by their smell.
They rise in natural basing, and though they have been sur-
rounded by high walls, every one is at liberty to bathe in them;—
the women at certain hours, the men at others,—without putting
his hand in his pocket. TPeople here are not so envious and
niggardly with the free gifts of nature as they are in Europe.

Tel-Nimrod lies, as T have said, elghitecen miles down the Tigris 5
herethe earth mounds lie thickest, and hers the principal excavations
are being made. To visit them we seated ourselves one evening on
& raft, and glided in the moonlight along the desolate shores.
After a voyage of about seven hours, we landed at one o’clock
in the morning at the miserable village that bears the proud

= *Mme of Nimrod ; we awakened some of the inhabitants, who were

~all lying asleep outside their huts, got fire made, and some coffee ;

and then lay down on some carpets we had brought with us, to
‘wait for,the morning light.,

At dawn we mounted horses, which are always to be had, and
rode a short distance to the exgavations, We saw a number of
hills opened, but there were not, a5 at Herculaneumgwhole houses,
streets; and squares, but only single ochambers, at the®utmost thres
or four connscted together; and even then the outer walls were
not free: from ecarth. The articles brought to light perfectly
resemble those discovered at Mossul, but they are in greater

- - L »
number. I saw also here figures of .gods, as animals with hwynan
J hﬂadﬂq ﬂﬂd ﬂﬂ 11} Eﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬂl ﬂiIP- rphf-‘rn AEF L3R Pﬁl‘l‘l" P thamam Tsnd s
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preservation, but sufficiently so to show that the art of sculpture
had not reached any high degree of perfection whent they were
made. A small sphynx undamaged, and an obelisk of inconsider-
able height, had just been sent off to KEngland; but when
Mr. Layerd returned to his country the excavations had to-be
acain closed up, as the wandering Arabs had begun to injure the .
antiquities, Mr. Rawlinson, of Bagdad, has oceupied himself so
much with the cuneiform eharacter tBat he can now read it well,
and to his industry we are indebted for many of the translations.

Our return to Mossul was made on horseback th five hours and
a half, The horses had only a quarter of an hour’s-rest, and
nothing but water to refresh them ; and they would have the
whole distance back again to do in the greatest heat of the:duay.
Tt is wonderful what these Arab horses can endure, for Mr. Rogs
informed me that the post stations sometimes lie seventy«two
miles apart. The finest horses are found about Bagdad and
Mossul, and they fetch a high price. Sorue, which had just heen
bought for the Queen of Spain, and which Mr. Rassam had in his
stable, had cost a hundred and fifty pounds each. Their long.
narrow heads, fiery eyes, and slender beautifully formed legs, would
have thrown a connoisseur into raptures. o

After remaining some time at Mossul I found I could, without
great risk to my life, venture to undertake the journey to Persia,
although I was compelled to take a circuitous route. A caravan
was going to Tebris, and Mr. Rassam undertook to arrange my
route as fat as Ravandus, and furnish me with some letters to
natives of that placc. I iras warned that I should not, on the
entire way, meet with a single Kuropesh, and as 1 could not feel
very confident that my undertaking would have a happy issue,
I first sent off my papers to Europe, in ‘order that if I should be
yobbed or killed my journal at least might reach the hands of my
sons.

* . PERSIA. |
Caravan Jouwrney to Ravandus.—A Kurd Family.—Continuation of the
* Journey.—Seouh-Bulok—A Hoppy Family—Oromic.—The American
Missionarjes.— Kutschié—Three chivalrous Robbers.—The Persian Chan
and the English Bongolo.—Arrival at Tabreez,

']_N. the evening of the 8th of July, the caravan leader came to
Latoh ma hnt his anpearance was so liitle prepossessing that had
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I not been assured he was a man well known in the place I should
scarcely have ventured to go a mile with him. His dress was a
mere collection of rags, and his physiognomy appeared to me
preciscly that which would suit a robber. He told me that the
people and the goods had already been sent forward and had
encamped at Neby-yunis, about s mile off, The journey was to com-
mence before sunrise. I found at the place mentioned, the beasts
of burden, and three other men,—Kurds, whose countenances were
no more agreeable than that of the leader, Ali, and I saw that I
could not promide myself much good from my company.
~ I took up my quarters for the night in the dirty court-yard of
the Chan, but I could sleep very little for I'could not help feeling
rather anxious. In the morning to my surprise there were no
- preparations for departure. I asked Ali the reason of this, and
was told 1t was because the travelicers were not all assembled, and
88 soon as they came we should move. T could not, short as was
the distance to Mossul, venture to leave the miserable shelter lest
they should arrive in my absence, but the whole day passed in wait-
ing, and the people did not arrive till towards evenin g. Therewere
five of them, one of whom, apparently & man of some opulence, a8
he had two servants with him, was returning from a pilgrimage,
At ten o'clock at night we started, and after a march of four hours
crossed some ranges of hills, which form the boundary between
Mesopotamia and Kurdistan. TIn the morning we reached Sccani,
but Ali did not halt at the village, which lay on the fine river
Kasir, but on a hill where there were a few dilapidated huis,
_ 1 hastened into one of the best, and found a place where at least
thé sun’s rays did not pierce through the sieve-like roof; but
the pilgrim who came in after me did not seem inclined to leave
me in peaceable possession. Ithrew my cloak down, seated myself
upon it, add would not move from the place, knowing well that a
Mussulman would not use any violence towards s woman, even
though a Christian, and so it proged. He left me my place, though
he went away grumbling : but the behaviour of one f the trad®rs
- wag still better. 'When he saw that I had nothing td®eat but dry
bread, while he had cucumbers and sweet melons, he gave me one
of each, and positively refused to take any money for them. The
pilgrim glso, I noticed, took no better food, though he needed only,

to have sent one of his servants to the village to buy eggs snd
Il{]llltr?. Th}l.mnﬂnrn.f.inn A thada momelo o nemallor ol v LY
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At six o'cloek in the evening we were again in motion, and
during the first three hours we were constantly ascending. The
‘ ground was barren, and covered with masses of stone resembling
old lava ; but towards eleven we entered a fine valley, into
which the full moon threw a soft and brilliant light. We wished
to halt here instead of travelling through the night, as our caravan
was small, and Kurdistan has a very bad reputation; but as we
were jogging on over a stybble field past some high heaps of corn,
all at once, half a dozen stout fellows armed with strong cudgels
sprung out, and seizing our horses bridles, poured out upon us,
with uplifted sticks, what secmed a volley of bad language.
Seeing that we had fallen into the hands of a band of robbers, 1
rejoiced at having had the happy idea of sendmg away, before
entering on this journey, my Bapers and various treasures that I
had collected in Babylon and Nineveh ; my other effects would
have been casily replaced. In the meantim& one of the travcllers
had sprung from lis horse, seized one of the assailants by the

throat, and held a loaded pistol to his head, threatening to blow

his brains out. This had an immediatc effect ; the highwaymen
desisted from their attack, and were very shortly engaged with
the travellers in quite a friendly conversation ; nay, at last they
oven pointed us out & pleasant place to encamp in, for which ser-
vice they received a trifling baclishish, collected from the whole
caravan except myself, from uhnm, as & woman, they asked
nothing. We passed the night in the spot indicated, thﬂugh not
without setting a watch, for we had not perfect confidence in the
treaty of peace.

We passed through many villages on the following day whi'bh
had a very wretched appearance ; the buts were only of cane and
reeds, and looked as if a puff of wind would blow themr down.
The people wore almost entirely the oriental costume, but in a
most dirty and ragged condition. The surrounding hills were
barren, and trees were still great rarities ; at most there grew
infthe vulhes.sﬂme amaranths, wild artichokes, and thistles. The
noble pilgrAn thought proper, when we halted, to point out to me
a place among the. lnweat of our company; but without giving him
Any answer I went and deposited myself under a fig tree. Alj,
Jwho was really a better fellow than he looked, brought me a pot
uf J::uttermllk ; and g0 this day, on the whole, I may be considered

. I | . (. b |
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Several women eame out of the village and begged of me, but 1
gave them nothing, for T knew, by experience, that if you give to
one you may to all. L had once only given a little ring to a child,
and immediately I had the mother and grandmother importuning
me to make them also a prescnt, and I had great difliculty in pre-
venting them making their way, by force of arms, to my pocket ;
‘since then I was more cautious, but one of the women here soon
changed her begging tonevinto ono sp threatening that 1 was
heartily glad I was not alone in her company.

At foyr in the afternoon we broke up our camp, the pilgrim
left us, and the caravan now only consisted of five men. = After:
an hour and a half’s traveiling, we reached a height whence we
had a prospect over an extenszive and well-cultivated hilly country.
The soil in Kurdistan is incomparfibly better than that of Meso-
potamis, and the country is therefore more populous, and villages,
oceur more frequently, Before night-fall, we reached a valley
where there were some fresh-looking rice plantations and {ine shrubs,
and a pretty little brook was murmuring along a bed set with
canes and green rushes,—a most welcome and refreshing sight
after the heat of the day. Our satisfaction did not however last
long,—for one of our party,—the tradesman, suddenly became so ill
that he nearly fell from his mule, and remained lying on the spot.
We covered him with carpets, but eould do nothing more for him,
as we had neither medicine nor any other requisite. Fortunately
after’s few hours he fell asleep, and we could only endeavour to
do likewise. In the morning he felt well again, which we were
particularly glad to hear, as we had that day a most fatiguing and
" mBuntainous road before us. We had to go constantly up and
down hill, along the side of a valley following the course of the
river Badin, which winds like a serpent from one side to the other.,
In the valley pomegranate trees and oleanders were in full bloom,
and wild vines hung their draperies on tree and shrub. After a
dangerous ride of six hours, we game to a ford, but our raft was so
small that it could hold little luggage and only twq people at®a
~ time, so that it took us four hours to get across the riter.

- The next day our road became still worse, for we had to cross
a- considerable mountain ridge.: Far and wide we had only rocks
and stoges; but I remarked to my astonishment that in many,
places the stones had been removed in order to make use of evgry
little epot of ground capable of cultivation. I saw, nevertheless,
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no villages, but they must have existed, for on many of the heights
there were large burial places,

Qur halt on the following day was in the romantic valley of
Halifan, which is surrounded by lofty mountains, rising on one
side precipitously, and on the other sloping gradually down,
Everything looked blooming and verdant, and we passed between
plantations of tobacco and rice, meadows and stubble fields. There
was a village pleasantly situated at whe foot of a hill, and sur-
rounded by poplars, whilega stream, bright and clear as crystal,
rushed impetuously from the mountains, but Howed more gently
through the valley; and away over the hills, towards the west, I
saw numerous herds of cattle, and flocks of sheep and goats. -

We encamped, however, far away from the village, and I could
get nothing to cat but dry PYead, and no couch but the hard
ground of the stubble ficld. I counted this evening, nevertheless,
as among the most delightful 1 had had, for the lovely landscape
agroond me made, ample amends for the want of any other
enjoyment,

Ali granted us only half & night, for at two o’clock again the
word was “to horse.” Scarcely a hundred paces from where we
were lying there was a magnificent mountain pass. The lofty
walls were cleft to leave a passage for the stream, and a narrow
foot-path beside it, The moon shone in her fullest splendour,
otherwise it would have been difficult even for these practised
animals to keep their footing along the narrow and dangerous
way, among rolling stones and fallen masses of rock.

‘The good creatures scrambled along the stecp mﬂuntmn-slde
like chamois, ‘and carried us safely past dreadiul precipices at The
bottom of which the river dashed along from rock to rock. This
night-scene was so wild and striking that even my uncultivated
companions were involuntarily silent, awe-struck, and as we moved
along no other sound was heard than the clatter of the horses’
hoofs and the noise of the stongs which, set in motion by them,
rélled down into the abyss. Nothing clse disturbed the death-like
stillness. *

We had been going along thus for about an.hour, when the
moon all at once became covered with thick clouds, and the dark-
JLess was 80 total that we could searcely see a step before us. QOur
leseler kept constantly striking fire with & flint, in order that the
sparks might enable nus to see in some measure where we were
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going; but this was not sufficient, and the animals began te
stumble and slip, and soon there was nothing for it but to halt
and stand motionless one behind anotler——as if we had suddenly
been changed to stone—1till morning. But with the dawn of light
our life returned again, and we cheerfully urged on our steeds,
and soon found ourselves in an indescribably beautiful circle of
mountains. Right and left, before and behind, they rose one above
another, and far in the baek-ground tewered above all a mighty
giant crowned with snow. But the pleasure I had in contem-
plating this scene met with a sndden shock.
A short distance beforc we reached the platcau we noticed, at
several places on the ground, spots of blood, to which we paid
very little attention, as n horse or a mule might have scratched
themselves against the rocks and ®eft those traces behind. But
soon we eame to a spot that left no doubt of the origin of these
atains, it was covered with a complete pool of blood, and looking
~ down into the abyss below, wo saw two human bodies, one hanging
scarcely a hundred feet below the ledge on which we were—the
other, which had rolled further, half hidden by a projecting crag.
This told its own tale, and we hastened away from the hateful scene
of murder. . I could not get it out of my mind for days together.
In the valley on the other side of the plateau we found grapes,
and further on came to a village of huts covered with leaves, near
which, on the summits of two neighbouring mountains, we per-
ccived fortifications. Here the rest of our travelling companions
stopped, but Ali went on with me a couple of miles more, to the
town of Ravandus, which we did not see till we were nearly
upon it. | |
The aspect of this town is very singular. It lies on a steep
round hill, perfectly isolated, but surrounded by mountains, and
the houses lie in terraces one above another so completely that
their flat roofs, covered with hard-trodden, clay, look like little
squares, and really serve the hgpses lying above’ them for a pas-
sage, 80 that it is often hard to tell which is roof andgwhich stré&t,
Upon many of them there are also leafy arbours, whefe the people
sleep. | :
T did not feel much pleased at the sight of this eagles’ nest, for
I could not help thinking it was no place for opportunities of
sravelling further, and every step strengthened me in the opingon.
Ravandus was one of the most wretched places I had seen, All
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led me across a deplorable bazaar into a dirty court that I took for
a stable, but which turned out to be the chan. When I had
alighted I was conducted into a dark hole where the merchant to
whom I had been recommended was siiting on the ground before
his shop. This Mr. Mansur was nevertheless the first of his class
in Ravandus. .

He was a full gquarter of an hour spelling through the note I
had brought with me, though it consisted only of a few lines ; and
after that he saluted me with repeated salams, which were meant
to signify that I was welcome.

The good man probably guessed that ithis day not the smallest
morsel had passed my lips, for he ordered breakfast to be imme-
diately served up, consisting of bread, lean cheese, and melons, to
which I did ample justice. . ¥

With the conversation I did not get on quite so well, for he
knew no Furopean tongue—I no Asiatic one; but I managed to
make him understand by signs that I wished him to forward me
as soon a8 possible on my journey, and he made it intelligible to
me on his gide that he would do so, and moreover that he would
provide for my comfort during my stay ; aud as he was not married
himself, would take me to the house of a relation.

He kept his word, and conducted me, after breakfast, to a house
that precisely resembled that of the Arab at Kerkoo, only that the
court-yard was smaller and full of puddles.

Under the gateway, upon some very dirty carpets, sat some espe-
cially nasty-looking women playing with little children, and T wag
obliged to crouch down beside them and undergo the customary
curious investigations. I endured this for a time, and then™I
got up and left the charming company to look for some place
where I could bring my toileite a little into order, for for six
days, in a heat equal to that under the line, I had not changed my |
clothes,

I found at last a dark dirty hqle of a room, which, besides the
dishust its appearance occasioned, gave me no small apprehension
of vermin affd scorpions. I had always been afraid of the latter,
and at first fancied I should meet with them everywhere in this
country, as I had read in books of travels that they were here in
gountless numbers. But subsequently my fears rather diminished,
for even in subterranean chambers and among ruins I had never
seen one. Indeed in my whole longe journev I never saw but two.
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But I suffered much from vermin—indeed there is often no way of
freeing yourself from them but that of burning your clothes.

I had scarcely taken possession of this very uninviting apart-
ment, where at least I thought Ishould enjoy quiet, when one woman
presented herself, then another, and then another ; the women
were followed by the children, the children by the neighbours,
who had heard of the arrival of an Inglesi (for here they have no
notion of any foreigner that is not an Englishwoman), and at last
I found I was worse off than under the gateway. =

At length one of my visitors hit on the happy idea of offering
me a bath, and I accepted the offer with great joy. They got the
hot water ready and made me a sign to follow them; I did so, and
came into a sheep-pen, and one that had not been cleaned for as

many years perhaps as it had stood. Here they pushed together -

two stones, and intimated that I was to stand upon them and have
the water poured over me, and that in the presence of the whole,
company who had followed me like my shadow. I desired them
to go away, explaining that I would do what was necessary myself,
and they complied ; but, alas! the pen had no door, and they all
turned round at the entrance and stood looking 1n.

My delightful hope of a bath faded away—for it is hardly neces-
sary to say that I did not choose to bathe in the presénce, and for
the entertainment of a large party.

Four days did I pass among these people ; the days in the dark
hole —the evenings and nights upon the terrace. Like my hostess,
I had to crouch upon the ground, and if I wanted to write to make
use of my knees for a table. Every day I was told, To-morrow
a caravan will go ; but it was said only to tranquillize me, for it
was ecasy to see I did not like my abode. The women lounged idly
about the whole day, and slept or gossipped or quarrelled with the
children, liking much better to go in dirty rags then to wash or
patch them, The children were allowed completely to tyrannise
over thém. They did not indeed, exactly strike their parents,
but if they did not get all they wanted immediate'y, they flung
themselves on the ground and kicked and screamed .ill their will
was obeyed. During the day there were no regular meals, but
women and children were perpetual]}r eating hread cucumbpbers,
melons, and buttermilk. In the evening every one bathed and
washed hands, face, and feet,—a ceremony that was often repcs

three or four times before the prayer, but they had no h@w '_
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in gossiping =all the time it was going on. Perhaps, among our-
selves, however, there might sometimes be seen at prayers very'
little more of true devntmn

Nntwnhstandmg the great faults of these people they were nﬂt
dEﬁﬂlEIlt in good nature, and when I noticed any thing amiss in
their behaviour they were very willing to acknowledge themselves
in the wrong. A little girl of seven years old, for instance, named
Ascha, was pﬂ,rticulaﬂy naughty. Llie moment anything was
refused her, she would fling herself on the ground, howl with all
her might, and even roll herself purposely in the dirt, and then
come and lay her hands on the bread and melons, ' I tried to
make her understand the impmpriety of this proceeding, and I
succecded beyond my expectations.

The only plan I could think%f was to imitate her behaviour ag
closely as I could, and do just what she did. The child gazed at
me for a moment in speechless astonishment, and I then managed
to ask it how it liked me to do that: it saw the error of its ways,
and I scldom had occasion to repeat my lesson. I endeavoured
in the same manner to give it a little instruction in cleanliness, and
very soon it would go and give itself a good washing, and then
come jumping to show me its hands and face. |

- In few days the little creature grew 50 fond of me that she was
constantly at my side, and tried in many ways to do What she
thought would please me.

No less fortunate was_I with the women; I used to point to
their torn clothes, and Then fetch needle and thread, and show
them how tHéy might be mended. They were quite pleased *mth
the discovery, and very soon I had qnite a sewing school round ms.
What good m1ght not any one do among such people who should
set about it in earnest, and who understnﬂd their language ; what
8 beautiful field would be here opened to the labours of a mis-
sionary who would submit to live among them, and endeavnur
by kindness and patience to overcome their fanlts, But the mis-
si®naries whg come here devote o them at the utmost only a few

‘bours in the day, and. make their scholars come fo them instead of
seeking them in their own homes,

The women gnd girls in the Asiatic countries have no kind of
instrugtion, and those in the towns have scarcely any emplnyment,
.bu; remain the whole day abandoned to idleness. At suirise the
%men go to the bazaar, where they have their booths and wark.
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in gossiping all the time it was going on. Perhaps, among our-
selves, however, there might sometimes be seen at prayers. ver)r'
little more of true devotion.

Nﬂtwuhstandmg the great faults of these people they were not
deficient in good nature, and when I noticed any thing amiss in
their behaviour they were very willing to acknowledge themselves
in the wrong. A little girl of seven years old, for instance, named
Ascha, was particularly naughty. Lhe moment anything was
refused her, she would ﬂmrr herself on the ground, howl with all
her might, and even roll herself purposely in the dirt, and then
come and lay her hands on the bread and melons. ' I tried to
make her understand the impropriety of this proceeding, and I
suceeeded beyond my expectations.

The only plan I could think%ef was to imitate her behaviour as
closely as I could, and do just what she did. ‘The child gazed at
me for a moment in speechless astonishment, and I then managed
to ask it how it liked me to do that: it saw the error of its ways,
and I seldom had occasion to repeat my lesson. I endeavoured.
in the same manner to give it a little instruction in cleanlineas, and
very soon it would go and give itself a good washing, and then
come jumping to show me its hands and face, |

In fow days the little creature grew so fond of me thaf she was
constantly at my side, and tried in many ways to do What she
thought would please me.

No less fortunate was J with the women ; I used to point to
their torn clothes, and Then feteh needle and thread, and show
them how - might be mended. They were quite pleased with
the dlscnvery, and very soon I had quite a sewing school round ms.
What good mlght not any one do among such people who should
set about it in carncst, and who understood their language ; what
a beautiful field would be here opened to the labours of a mis-
sionary who would submit to live among them, and endeamur
by kindness and patience to overcome their faults. But the mis-
si®narics whg come_here devote to them at the utmost only & few
hours in theeday, and make their scholars come to them instead of
seeking them in their own homes. |

The women gnd girls in the Asiatic countrics have no kind of
mqtruqtmn, and those in the towns have scarcely any emplnyment,

nj remain the whole day abandoned to idleness. At sufirise the

m go to the bazaar, where they have their booths and work.
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shops; the elder boys go to schoel or accompany their fathers, and
neither return home iill sunset, Then the husband expects to
find the carpet spread on the terrace, the meal prepared, the
nargileh ready ; and when he comes he plays a little with the
younger children, but they and the mothers must go away during
the meal. The women in villages have more freedom and more
occupation, as they generally take an active part in the honse-
keeping. It.is said also thgt a better state of morals 18 found in
the country than in the cities. -

The costume of the Kurds is, with the wealthier classes, entirely
oriental ; that of the people varies from it a little. The men
wear wide linen trowsers, and over them a shirt confined by a
girdle, as well as gsometimes a woollen jacket without sleeves,
made of stuff of only a hand’s-breMdth wide, and sewed together,
Some, instead of white trowsers, have brown ones, which are
excesgively ugly, and look like sacks with two holes to thrust the
feet through. Their chaussure consists of boots of red or yellow
leather, with large iron heels; or sometimes shoes made of coarge
white wool, and adorned with three tassels, On their heads thﬁy -
wear the turban. “'

The women have the red and yellow boots, with iron hee.la, and.
loose trowsers like the men; but over this they wear a long blue"™
garment long enough to reach half an ell below the feet, but which
ig tucked up under the girdle; and a large blue shaw! hangs down
below the knee. Round their heads they wind black shawls in the
turban fashion, or they wear the red fez, with a silk handkerchief
wound round it, and on the top of that a sort of wath made of
shert black fringe, put.on like a diadem, and leaving the forchead
free. 'The hair falls in narrow braids over the shoulders, and
from the turban lLangs a heavy silver chain. It i8 not easy to
imagine & more becoming head-dress,

Girls and women go with their faces uncovered, and 1 saw here
several exquisitely beautiful girls, with really noble features.
Their complexions are brown, and the eyebrows gpd eyelasiwes
black, or dyed with henna. Nose-rings are only seem amﬂng the
women of the very lowest class.

My friend Mr. Mansur ecntertained me very well, In the
mnrnmg I got buttermilk, bread, and cucumbers, and snmehmes
even dates fried in butter; a dish however that I did not Iﬂl‘ﬂh.
relish, Inthe evening, mutton with rice; or barley, maize, onions,
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and chopped meat,—all very good; and I had not to complain of
any deficiency of appetitc. The buttermilk and water is taken
cold, besides the luxury of a piece of ice thrown into it; for
as it can be procured from the neighbouring mountains ice is to
be had here in every village, and the people may often be seen
eating large pieces of it. But in spite of the endeavours of
Mansur and his relations to make my abode with them endurable,
nay perhaps in their opimion even aggeeable, I was glad enongh
when one morning Ali came to me with the information that he
ohad got & small cargo for Sauh-Bulok (70 English miles off)
which lay on my route. ‘Tle same evening I went to the caravan-
sera, and on the following morning before sunrise we were once
more 1n motion. Mansur remained to the last friendly and hos-
pitable, and besides furnishin® me with a letter to a Persian
gsettled at Sauh-Bulok, he provided me with a stock of bread,
melons, cucumbers, and sour milk. The latter I found parti~
cularly useful, and ¥ advise every traveller to make use of this
refreshment; it is carried here in bags of thick linen ; the watlery
part trickles through, and one can at pleasure take out the thicker
portion in spooneful, and thin it with water. In the hot season
ipdeed it will dry-up to cheese on the fourth or fifth day ; but this
theese is very good, and mn four or five days one general}y comes
to a place where the stock may be rencwed. .

On the first days of our journey we passed through narrow
valleys between high mountains. The roads were extremely bad.
On the sccond evening we came to a half-ruined citadel, and
scarcely had we pitched our camp before there appeared half a
dozen strongly-armed soldiers, under the command of an offices,
who took a plage at my side, pointed to a written paper, and made
me several signs. I soon understood that he meant to tell me I
was on Persian ground, and he required my passport. I did not
however wish to open my trunk in presence of the whole village
now assembled around us, and therefore pretended I did not know
what he meant, and persisted in.being stupid, till at last he left
e, saying tosAli, “ What can I do with her ? she does not under-
stand ‘me,—she may go on”* In what European state should I
have been treated so mildly ?

* % I had picked up encugh of the language between here and Mossul b under-
stand this much.
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JIn almost every village we passed through I had had half the
population assembled round me, and it may “well be imagined what
a swarm had gathered while this was going on, and I must own
that this everlasting staring is to be counted amongst the greatest
sufferings I had to endure in my travels. Sometimes when the
women and ghildren would not kecep their hands off me, and my
clothes, I was driven to take my riding whip, and distribute a few
cuts among them. This glways procured me some alleviation,
and they at least drew back, and formed a larger circle., On this
occasion & lad of sixteen tried to punish me for my boldness, and.
when [ went down to the river, as I was accustomed to do to fill
my water bottle, wash my hands and face, and bathe my feet, he
~ followed me, and lifted up a stone. As it would not do to show
any fear, I went down composedly?into the river, and he flung the
stone ; but I thought from the manner in which it was thrﬂwn, it
had.been intended more to frighten than to hurt me ; and after he
had tried & second and a third, and I Etlll took no Ilﬂtll':E, he got
tired, and weht home.

It was not quitse without reason that I had felt fear of thls

“journey, for few days passed in undisturbed tranquillity, This
day 1 was much alarmed to seccome galloping towards us a troop
of stvey well-arnred, and five unarmed men. . The first earried
lances, sabres, daggers, knives, pistols, and Bmall shields, and
were dressed like the common people, with the exeeption, of
their turbans, ronnd which they bad wound Persian shawls. 1
took them, when they stopped us, for robbers; but after. Asking
several questions,—where we came- from, where we were going to,
what we carried, and so on,—they allowed us to pursueour way;
and.es in the course of the day we were stopped several fimes in
the same manner, 1 concluded they were goldiers on service,
. The next day matters seemed to be taking a still more serious
turn. Whether Ali had given any incorreet replies to their
queries, I know not —but they seized on his two pack-horses, threw
their burdens on the ground, and commanded the.ﬂ.mmﬂlq t®be
led away. Poor Al ba:*n*ged and 1m|:ﬂured most piteowly, and then
he turned and pointed to me, saying, that all belonged to me, and
that they certainly would haye osmpagsion on a helpless woman..

The soldier turned to me, and asked whether this was true, but
as I did not consider it advisable to confirm the statement, I Pm—
tended not to understand. Ali began to ery, and our situgfion
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really seemed desperate,~for what could we do in this desolate
uninhabited country without the horses? but at last the soldier
‘allowed himself to be softened, sent for the animals, and gave them
to us back,

It was late in the cvening when we arrived at the town of Sauh-
Bulok. As it was not fortificd we were able to get in, though it
cost some trouble to get s chan opened to ns: it was handsome
and spacious, and had a basin of water in the middle of the eourt,
round which were booths for the traders, and alcoves for sleeping
in. The company assembled in it,—all men, had already mostly
gone to rest,—and their astonishment may be imagined when they
AW e, & woman, enter alone with the caravan leader. Tt was 0o
late to deliver my lotter, so I seated myself in resignation by the
side of my modest packace, ald thought to pass the night thus ;
but a Persian' came up to me, pointed out to me a place in an
alcove where I could sleep, and afterwards brought me some bread
and water. This charity was so much the greater since the Ma
homedans have, as is known, an aversion to Christians, -

The next day I delivered my letter, and the merchant to whom
1t was addressed introduced me to g Christian family, and promised
to provide for my further journey. In this little town of Sauh~
Bulok there are about twenty Christian families, who aresall under
the care of a French missionary, and have a very pretty little
church. : ¥ rejoiced at this intelligence, as I thought I should now
again have an opportunity of speaking a language with which I
was well acquainted; but, to my vexation, I learned that the
missionary was just now gone on & Journey, and 1 was therefore
Just as awkwardly situated as at Ravandus; for the person with
whom I was to lodge, and his family, spoke nothing but Persian.

This man,+who was by trade a carpenter, had a wife, six chil-
drem, and an apprentice. T hey all lived in the same room, and
nlso with great apparent pleasure made room for me-in it. The
whole family was uncommonly ggod and complaisant towards moe.
Tey shared gvith me honourably every morsel they had, and if I

‘bought frui%, eggs, or any other trifle, and offercd some to them, .
they partook of them 'witl great modesty,  But it was not only
towards me that they showed themselves thus benevolent: no poor
gerson ever appealed to them in vain, o1 left their threshold with.
coufgrelief; and yet the abode with them was dreadful, and I had
really a horror of them. The mothor waa o olle oo 3 0
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woman, who was the whole day wrangling and fighting with her
six children, (from four to sixteen years of age). No ten minutes
ever passed in which the children were not quarrelling amongst
* themselves, and exchanging cuffs and kicks, or tearing each other’s
hair, so that I, in my corner, had not a single moment’s peace, and
not unfrequently ran great risk of getting my share of what was
ooing on when they were spitting at each other or throwing lumps
of wood at each other’s heads. Several times the eldest son would
seize his mother by the throat, and hold her till she was black in
the faee. Idid what I could to keep the peace, but, unfortunately,
I very seldom succeeded, for, from my ignorance of their language,
I could not represent to them the sinfu%uess of their behaviour. It
was only in the evening when the father came home that anything
like peace and order was restored. °

Among no nation on the earth—among the poorest and lowest
of the people, did 1 ever see such a specimen of behaviour, nor did
I ever hefore see children lift their hands against their parents,
When I left Sauh-Bulok I left behind me a letter for the mission-
ary, in which I called his attention to the condition of this family,
and entreated him to do what he could for their reformation.
Religion does not consist wholly in praying and fasting, in reading
the bible and going to chaurch. My stay at this place was rendered
s0 unpleasant to me by these circumstances, that 1 daily worried
the Persian merchant to find means of sending me on; but he
shook his head, and made’ me understand that, in his opinion, if
I persisted in travelling alone, I Shggld be shot or have my throat
cut. T - -

At last, however, I really could bear my domestic Jaferno no
longer, and begged the merchant, at whatever risk, {0 get me
a horse and a guide, and determined, let the danger be what it
might, to go at least to Oromia—a place about fifty miles off,
where T knew I should find an American missionary, and 1 did
not doubt, some means or other of getting on.

'Phe merchant came to me on the following day in scompany with
a wild-looking fellow, whom he presented to me as my guide. I
was obliged, on account of the risk of travelling without a caravan,
to agree to pay him four times the ovdinary price; but I would
have done anything to get away. The treaty was concluded ; and
the guide bound himself to set off on the following morning ang to
take me to Oromia in a three days journey. The one hglf of the
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money promised I was to pay him in advance, the other not till I

got to Oromia, in order to keep some check upon him if he hesitated.
about fulfilling his engagement.

Joy and fear together took possession of my mind when the
business was settled; and, in order to compose myself 2 little, T
went out to take a walk in the bazaar and outside of the town,
and 1 found not the slightest obstacle to my free locomotion, though
I wore no veil, but merely the isar thrgwn round me.

The bazaars are not so poor as those of Ravandus, and the
chan is large and pleasant ; but the aspect of the common people
I thought repulsive, if not terrific; they are large and strongly
built, with harsh features, which are disfigured by an expressign
of wildness and cruelty, and they all looked to me like robbers and
murderers. In the evening I*took care to see that my pistols
were in order, and made up my mind that if I were attacked I
would not give my life for nothing,

It was towards noon, instead of sun.rise, as had been intended,
when we left Sauh-Bulok. The way was very desolate, and T
could not help a feeling of alarm when we occasionally met a
stranger, but, thank God, no harm happened to me, and we met
with ne,other enemy than enormous swarms of locusts, which
passed in masses like clouds; they were nearly three inches Jong,
and had large wings of a red or bluish colour. All the grass and
plants in thi8 district had been devoured by them, and thongh I
have heard that the people try to indemnify themselves by eating
them, 1 have never been able.to meet with any such dish. Aftér
a ride of seven hours we . a valley that was populouns,
large, and fertile; villages were frequent, and people were at werk
in the fields, wearing the high black Persian cap, which had a
very odd eflect with their ragged attire. "'We stopped for the night
at a village called Mahomed-Jur, and had I not been too idlg I

“eight have prepared myself an excellent meal of turtlo, for I
saw many in the brooks, and even on the fields, and needed only
to <xtoop and pick them up; but then I must have got some wood,
have made ¢ fire, and cooked ; and I preferred eonfenting myself
‘with & bit of dry bread and a cucumber, and eating it in peace
and quietness, | |
. The next day when we halted, T saw to my surprise that my
guide was making preparations for a longer stay, and on my
urging the continunation of ourjourney, he declared he could not go
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on without a earavan, as the most dangerous part of the way lay
before us. He then pointed to a few dozen of horses that were
grazing in a stubble field near, and endeavoured to make me
understand that in a few hours a caravan would arrive. But the
whole day passed, and there were no signs of a caravan. I con-
sidered that my guide had deceived me,and was very angry, when
in the evening I saw him making up for me with my cloak a bed
on the floor. It was now necessary to summon all my moral
strength, and make the man see that I would not be treated like a
child, and kept there as long as he thought proper; but the mis-
chief was that I had no words wherewith to scold him. I therefore
snatched my cloak from the floor, flung it at his feet, and signified
that if he did not take me to Oromia to-morrow or the next day, I
would give him no more money. I then turned my back upon
him (which is considered one of the greatest affronts), sat down on
the ground, and leaning my head on my hand, gave way to a very
melancholy mood ; for what was I to do if the guide shéuld not
regard my demonstration, or leave me waiting here till a caravan
should chance to go by ?

Some women of the village who had come up during my dispute
with the guide, now came to me and brought me snm’e*ﬁlk and
warm food ; sitting down by me, and asking why I was so angry.
I managed to explain the matter to them, and they 8éemed to take
my part, pouting with their countryman, and doing, what they
could to console me the stranger. They would not move from
my side, but begged me so cordially to partake of the food they
had brought me that I could not #éflise, and ate a little, though X
w=s not much inclined to it. The dish consisted of bread, eggs,
butter, and water boiled together, and vexed as I was I thought it
very good. I wished to give them a trifle in return, but they

would not accept it ; but seemed quite pleased to see me a little.
more tranquil and happy. g -

All at once, at one o'clock in the morning, my guide got up,
saddled my horse, and desired me to mount him, _I was thrcwn
into some consternation by this move, for 1 saw no zppearance of
any caravan, and tlhe'thﬂught flashed across my mind that perhaps
the man was about to revenge himself on me. Why should he
wisk now in darkness, in the middle of the night, to go through
a district that he had avoided in bright daylicht? I had_not
Persian enough to ask for an explanation, but I would not leave
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him any excuse for not fulflling his contract, and so I agreed
to go.

_I mounted my horse with scme anxiety, and commanded my
guide, who wished to remain behind me, to ride on,and I kept my
hand on my pistol, listening to évery sound and watching every
movement he made ; but I would not turn back.

But after all my fears were groundless, for in half an hour’s
rapid riding we came up with a larg? caravan, and one that had
the additional advantage of being protected by a dozen well-armed

peasants. The way, it seemed, really was dangerous, and my guide

had received information of the passage of the caravan.

I could not help wondering on this occasion at the persistance
of this people in whatever is matter of custom. DBecause they are
in the habit of travelling in the night, they would do the same
even in the most dangerous regions, where the peril would be
areatly diminished by ddyllght

In a few hours we came to the lake of Oromia, which hencefor-
ward remained always on our right hand. On our left lay for
many miles a tract of naked 111115, mountains, and ravines, which
composed the dreaded part of the road ; but the morning brought
us to a &l’ltlﬁll fertile valley, the sight {Jf which with its inhabited
vﬂl&ges, gave, me murage to leave the caravan, and prsh on to
Oromia. ;

The lakeé of ‘Oromia, from which the town has its name, is above
sixty miles long, and in many places above thirty broad. It
appears to be quite closely susounded by high mountains, but in
reality there are large tracts™f level land between them and the
water. The lake and ifs environs are both beautiful, but its waters
have a somewhat melmﬁ‘:hnly aspect, as no sail or boat enlivens its
surface ; it is, in fact, a second Dead Sea, for its waters are so salt

+that no ﬁsh or mollusk can live in them ; it is said that the human

%Gdy will not sink in the lake for the same reason ; and there are
on its shores large spaces covered~with a thick Whlte incrustation
of salt, which"the people have nothing to do but to scrape up.
Since leaving the sandy wastes around Bagdad I had seen no
camels, and did not expeet to see them any more, as my way lay
towards the north 5 but to my surprise we here met with several
troops, and 1 f'ﬂund that they serve the Kurds as beasts of burden

as Y.ell as the Arabs. This affords a sufficient proof that they are

able to bear a cold climate, for even in the valleys the SDOW often
Q3
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lics here several feet decp. They appeared to me stronger made
than those I had before seen; their legs are thicker, and their
hair closer and longer, the neck shorter and not so slender;
their colour is gencrally darker, and I saw no quite light ones.
Besides these animals, the Kurds-use a kind of waggon to assist in
bringing home their harvests, but they are of the coarsest and
simplest construction, being in fact hothing more than slender
trunks of trees fastened togather, with-a shorter one for the axle,
and two rude wheels. They are drawn by four oxen, and have a
driver for cach pair, who in an odd manner sits upon the-shaft
with hiz back to his cattle. | | |
Late in the cvening, after riding sixteen hours, I arrived at
Oromia in perfect safety. I had o letters to any of the mission-
aries. who I found lived with their families some miles in the
country, and were all absent but one—Mr, Wright. He indeed
received me with true Christian kindness, and once more, after
many weary days, T tasted of comfort and cheerfulness. The first
evening I conld not help laughing when he told me how I had been
announced to him. Since I knew too little of Persian to explain
what I wanted, T had merely pointed to the stairs when I came in,
to intimate to the servant that he should goup to his -, and
he immediately went with the intelligence that a woman was below
who spoke no language at all; but a moment after, when I asked
another for a plass of water, he rushed up stairs to correct the
statement, and declare that I could speak English. Mr. Wright
informed the other missionaries of any arrival, and they were so
kind as to invite me to spend some &iys with them in the country,
I accepted the invitation, however, only for a single day, as I was
anxious, having already lost so much time, fo go on. Fhese gentle-
men would have dissuaded me from going on alone, but they ad-
mitted that I had already passed the most perilous part of the road,
and they recommended me at all events to take with me some
armed peasants as an escort asross the mountains of Kutschié.
Mr. Wright bad the kindness to provide me an hencst and Safe
guide, and I paid him double the usual price, tifat he might
take me to Tabrecz in four days instead of six, In order to make
the guide believe that I was a poor pilgrim, I gexgMr. Wright the
half of the sum I agreed for, and begged him to pay it for me, and
tell the man he would get the other from Mr, Stevens, the English

- ala%al QTI] -
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Of the day I spent in Oromia, I made the utmost possible use,
In the morning I saw the town, and afterwards I visited with Mrs.
Wright some families both of the rich and poor, in order to see.
something 6f the manner in which both classes live. The town
contains 22,000 inhabitants, and is surrounded by walls, but not
closed at mght, so you can get in or out at any hour. It is built
like most other Turkish towns, with the exception that the streets
are tolerably broad and gclean. DBepore the city lie many large
fruit and flower gardens surrounded with high walls, and with
pretty dwelling-houses in the middle of them. In the streets the
women go very closely veiled, covering head and breast with a
white cloth, and having even the places left for the eyes covered
with a close impenetrable net—-wnrk .

In the houses of the poorer” classes three or four families live
under one roof ; they have little other property than straw mats,
cushions, 'blanketa, and some cooking utensils ; not to forget a
large wooden chest, containing the store of flour, which 1s their
chief treasure ; for here, as in all countries where it 13 cultivated,
corn is the chief’ food of the common pecple. Families here bake
twice a day—morning and evening,

Mang of the small honses have very pretty hittle courts, in which
are grape vines, trees, and flowers, so that they have quite the
appearance: of gardens. The dwellings of the rich arc spacions,
lofty, and airy ; the reception rooms with many windows, and the
floors ¢overed with carpets, on which you sit, as there are no
divans, We made our visita without any previous notice, so that
we found the ladies in quiteisimple coloured cotton dresses, made
of course in the fashion of their country. -

In the afternoon I rode out in company with the missionaries to
their large summer house, which lies six miles from the town, upon
a low hill. The valley through which we rode is very large, fertﬂe,
and beautiful, though it lies 4,000 feet above the level of the sea.
Cotiton, wine, tobacco, and all the fruits of Southern Germany are
raised here—as well as the castor-oil plant. Many of the villages
lie almost *hidden in the groves of fruit trees ; and I came at a
fortunate time, when the magnificent peaches, aprlmtq ﬂpplw,
grapes—all the fruits of my native country, were ripe.

The house of the misgionarics commands a view over all thig
lowely valley, as well ag'the lower ranges of hills and mountains,
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and comforts that it seemed to me as if I were not under the roof
of simple followers of Christ, and teachers of the Gospel—Dlut in
that of some wealthy private gentleman, Here were four ladies—
their wives—and a whole troop of children, large ~and small,
amongst whom I spent some most delightful hours, and greatly
regretted when nine o’clock compelled me to take my leave.

A few native girls were presented tu me who were instrueted
by the wives of the missionawies. They gpoke and wrote English,
and had some knowledge of geography.

I cannot help liere making some remarks on the mode of life of
the misstonaries wluch L have had in the course of my travels somany
-opportunities of observing, In Persia, China, India, ev ery where I
found them living quite d1fT'LrentIy from what I had imagined. Ihad
represented to myself' missionaries as half, if not whole, martyzrs ;

‘and supposed them to be animated with such zeal for the conver-

sion of the heathen, that like the Apostles of Jesus Christ, they
forsook all personal indulgence—all conveniences and comforts of
life-lived with the people under one roof, ate out of one dish, and
.80 forth.

Ah ! those were ideas that I got out of books ; things were in

reality quite different. They live quite in the manner of opulent
- gentlemen, have handsome houses fitted up with every convenience
~ and luxury. The missionaries repose upon swelling divans—their
wives preside at the tea-table—their children feast on sweatmeqis
.and confectionery—in short, their position is one mmmpﬂmﬁgﬂ
Pleasanter and freer from. care than that of most other people—
and they get their salaries punctually pmd and take their duties
very easily, In placcswhere several missionaries are settled, they
have what are called *meetings,” three or four times a week,
supposed to be devoted to business, but which are little else than
parties at which their wives and children appear in tasteful dresses.
At one of the missionaries’ houses tlic meeting will be a breakfast,
at another a dinner, at a thirdsa tea party; and you will see
geveral equipages and servauts standing in the court-yurd. TheTe
is indeed, on this occasion, some little tulk of business, an@the gentle-
men remain tﬂgether per haps half an hour discussing it ; but the
rest of the time is passed in mere soclal amusement, _

- I cannot believe that this is the proper method for gmnmg the ,
affections of the people or effeciing the objects of a mission, ﬂge
foreign dress, the elegant mode of life, leaves the poor man at tog
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great a distance, and induces him rather to draw back in awe, than
to approach in confidence and affection. He does not venture 16
look up to this grand rich gentleman, and the missionary has great
difficulty in overcoming the reserve and timidity thus occasioned. _
The missionaries themsclves say that they must appear in this.
halo of splendour in order to create respect; but I cannot but
think the kind of respect they should seck would be better pur-
chased by noble behaviour and the dignity of virtue, than by any
external display. - - _ |
Many of the missionaries think they do much good by travelling
through the towns and villages, preaching in the language of the
country, and distributing religious tracts, and they dragw up the most
captivating reports of the numper of people that have thronged
to hear them, and get their tracts, so that one might suppose that
at least one-half of their aundience were ready for immediate
conversion to Christianity. But alas! this listening to sermons
and taking tracts is no proof at all. -
Would not Chinese, Indian, or Persian pricsts draw immense
audiences to hear them if they should come in their national
costume to preach in French or English ? Would they not have
plenty of people to receive books and pamphlets that they gave
- away for nothing, even though no one could read them o
In all places where I have been T have made close enquiries ot
the subject of the conversions made by these missionaries, and it
always appeared that theéy were excessively rare. The few Chria-
tiang in India, small scattered communities of twenty or thirty
families, have arisen from fatherless children which the Missionariéy
have brought up, provided afterwards with employment, and kept
under vigilant superintendence, that they might not fall back into
the errors of heathenism, |
Preaching sermons, and distributing tracts, do not make up the
whole duties of a missionary. Any one who takes on himself this
sacred office should be willing to 4ive amongst and with the people,
to share theif toils, their joys, and their sorrows, and by a modest
and exempi‘ary course of life to gain their affections, and then
cemmaunicate - some simple and intelligible doctrine, It would be
better too, it eppears to me, that a missionary should net be
wnarried to a European woman ; firstly, because European girls are

seldom willing to adopt this mode of life, except for the sake of an
establishment * and secondly +hat a vernne EFiiranoaas wresma s e
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has children in this country generally becomes sickly, and can
then no longer fulfil the duties of her station, but stands in need
of change of air, or of a voyage to Europe. The children, too,
grow up weakly, and require at least till their seventh year to be
kept away., The father will often accompany them, and take the
opportunity to spend some time in his native country ; or if this
is not to be managed, the family will go to the mountains in search
of a cooler climate, or they*go to a Mela, a religious festival of
India, at which thousands of people assemble, and where the
missionaries often preach, On all these occasions, too, they do not
travel in & humble and simple manner, but surrounded by luxurious
accommodatiops,—with palanquins carried by men pack horses, or
camels,— with tents, beds, cnukmg Jitensils, dmner services, &c.,—
with male and female attendants in suitable numbers. And whn
pays for all this? Often poor well-meaning believing souls in
Europe and America, who perhaps deprive themaelves almost of
the necessaries of life that the good seed may be sown in these
distant regions of the earth.

Were the missionaries married to native women, few of theae
expenses would be requisite. There would be few sickly wives
and children, and no need for voyages to Europe; and the educa
tion of the children might be provided for in schools established in
the country, though perhaps not such luxurious ones as those in
Calcatta.

I trust that these remarks will not be misunderstood. I have
great respect for the missionaries, whom I have known to be worthy
men, and good fathers of families. I believe that there are among
them also very learned men, who conld furnish most valuable contri-
butions to history, geography, and ethnology. Whether by all
this they fulfil the object of their appointment, is another question.
For myself, I owe these gentlemen many thanks, for they every
where received me in the most friendly and hospitable manner.
Their mode of life surprised meronly because I had to give them
the name of mlssﬂnary ; for 1 could not help remembe!rmg the men
who, with no promise of support from their country, went out into
the world to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and took nothing
with them but a staff.

On leaving Oromia (which, by-the-bye, I should mention was.
the birth-place of Zoroaster,) I rode for ten hours to the village.of

TWartenli? acvhinh alca o ot far fram tho Ioke thaiiaobh wmro catd s
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got a glimpse of it. During the whole journey, not only from
Mossul, but from Bagdad, I had had no such agreeable day as
this. My guide was an excellent fellow, full of attention for we,
and anxiously-careful about every thing., In the village of Kuis
schi¢ he led me to a very clean peasant’s house, inhabited by most
obliging people, who spread a Yeautiful carpet for me upon the
terrace, brought me immeliately a basin of water to wash myself,
and large black mulbernies for refweshment. Afterwards they
served up to me nourishing soup, with meat, rich sour milk, and
good bread, and moreover all in cleanly utensils. But what
crowned this good treatment, was, that when they had brought me
my food they did not stop to stare at me, as if I had been a strange
animal, but went away, After all, they actuslly refused to
- Teceive any compensation, and at last I only managed it in a
round-about way, by taking two of the men of the family as an
escort to the mountains, and giving them double -the usual pay-
ment. They thanked me with really touching carnestness, and
wished me all happiness and blessings for the rest of my
journey.

The dangerous passage across the mountains, of ill repute, lasted
three hours ; and my two armed men would have afforded me but
Little protection against a band of robbers ; but, at leasp they ren-
dered the journey less terrible to me, than if I had made it alone,
with my old guide. - _

When we had ascended the mountains, we came to some vast
vallies, that seemed to have been forsaken by man and forgotten
by nature ; and I could nothelp thinking that, though our escort
bhad left us, the dangers of the journey were not altogether %ver,
and so it proved: for, as we were passing some ruinous huts,
several fellows rushed out upon us, and, seizing the bridle of our
horses, began rummaging my luggage. I expected a command to
alight, and already looked upon my small package of worldly goods
as lost and gone. But they spgke with my guide, who told them
the fable T had arranged for such occasions, namely, that I was a
- poor pilgritn, and that the English consuls or missionaries every-
where paid the expenses of my journey. My dress, my insignifi-
cant baggage, my being alone, all agrecd perfectly with this
story ; they believed it, had compassion on my supplicating looks,
amd let me go on, unmolested ; nay, they even came to me, and
asked whether I wanted anv water. which i3 verv scarce in these
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vallies, I begped them for a draught, and so we parted excellent
friends, though for some time I felt a little uneasy lest they should
repent of their magnanimity. | |

‘We now approached the shores of the lake, and the oppressive
feeling of fear passcd away as we found oursclves again among
pleasant inhabited vallies, and saw people at work in the fields,
corn being carried home, cattle grazing, and so forth. During the
heat of the day we remained at Dise Halil, a considerable little
town, with very clean streets. The principal one is intersected by
a silvery stream of water, and the courts of the houses are hike
gardens. There are also, outside the town, many neat gardens
enclosed within high walls.

To judge from the number of the.chans, this town must be muclt
frequented by caravans, for onlyin the small street we passed through
I counted half a dozen. We alighted at one of them, and I wasquite
astonished at the accommodations I found in it. The stalls for
the cattle were covered in, the sleeping-places for the drivers were
 neat paved terraccs, and the rooms for the travellers were per-
fectly clean, and furnished with fire-places. These chans are
open to every one, and nothing whatever is to be paid for the use
of them ; at most, you may give a trifle to the keeper, who, in
return, will attend to any little commission for you.

In this respect, the Persians, Turks, and others whom we con-
sider as uncultivated nations, are far more liberal and magnanimous
than we Europeans are. In India, for instance, when the English
erect bongolos, you must pay a rupee for the privilege of spending
» night in one, or even taking an hour’s rest ; and there is no pro-
vigsion for the driver or his beasts,—they may sleep in the open air
as they can. In many of the bongolos no traveller is allowed to
enter who is not a Christian, or, at all events, he must only remain
till a humble-minded Christian comes to turn him out. Xven
though it.should be in the middle of the night, the poor heathen
is expelled without mercy. a

But in the infidel countries, the first comer has the place, let
him be Christian, Turk, or Arab ; nay, I am convinced that if
the chan were already in the occupation of these infidels, and a
Christian should arrive, they would crowd thems together to
make roam for him. - L

At Ali Schach, which we reached in the following afternoon, tre
mat three travellars whoawvere alaa voine to Tabreez. and mv guide
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agreed to journey in company with them, and that we should set
off in the middle of the night; but, I must own, this addition to
our party was not "particularly welcome to me, for the men looked
very wild, and were completely armed. I would much rather
have sct off at day-break, without these companions, but the guide
deelared they were very worthy fellows ; and so, trusting, perhaps,.
more in my own good fogtune than in his word, I mounted my
horsc at one o’clock, and away we went.

The feeling of apprehension with ¥hich T had set out gradually
wore off, however, as we met on the road parfies of two and three
persons, who would not probably have been travelling in the night
had there been any danger. After this we met great caravans,
with several hundred camels, which blocked up thg road so com-
pletely that we had often to wait half an hour to let them pass.
Towards noon we reaclied o valley, where we came in sight of a
great town, but the nearer we came to 1t the more ruinous and
desolate it appeared. The town walls were decayed, the streets
and squares full of heaps of rubbish, and many of the houses lay
in ruing, as if an enemy had destroyed it, or the plague committed
fearful ravages. I at length inquired the name of this melancholy
place, and thought I could not have heard rightly when I was told
itewas Tabreez. My guide took me'to the house of the English
Consul, Mr. Stevens, who, to my terror, I found did bt live in -
the town, but ten miles off in the country. A servant, however,
said that he would go directly to a Dr. Casolani, who could speak
English. In a very short time this gentlemen arrived, and his
first questions were, How came you here alone ? Have you heen
robbed 7 IHave your companions been murdered, and you glone
escaped ? When I gave him my passport, and explained how the
matter stood, Ithink he scarcely believed me. It appeared to him
absolutely ineredible that a woman, without any knowledge of the
languages, could have made hier way alone through such countries 3
indeed, I felt myself that I could not be qufﬁﬂlenﬂy thankful for
the Divine protection that had Been accorded me in such cirecum-
stances. Vy mood now was perfectly joyous, for it seemed thﬂ.i:
life had been bestowed on me a second time,

Dr. Casolant assigned me some rooms in Mr. Stevens’s house,
and told me EE¥ would immediately send a messenger to him, and
in the meantime I should apply to himself for any thing I sequired.

hen I pxpressed to him my wonder at the deplorable condition
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of this the second city in the country, he explained to me that
from the side on which T had entered the town had indeed a
wretched aspect, but that I had ridden through an old and mostly
forsaken suburb that wuas not reckoned to the town at all.

TABREEZ

Description of the Town.—The Bazaor.—Behmen Mirza.—Anecdotes of
the Persian Government,—Presentation to the Viceroy and his Wife.—
Behmen Mirza’s Women.—Visit to e Persian Lady.—The People.—
Persecution of Jews and Christians.— Departure.

Tasrerz, or Tauris, is the capital of the province of Ader-
beidschan, and the residence of the heir to the throne of Persia,
who bears the title of Viceroy. It liesin a treeless valley, on the
rivers Platscha and Altchi, and counts 160,000 inhabitants. Tt
i8 a handsomer town than Tcheran or Ispahan, has many silk and
leather factories, and is considered one of the chief commercial
places of Asia. The streets are tolerably broad and clean, and
subterranean conduits are carried along them, with openings at
certain distances for drawing water. Of the houses you see from
the street- as usual 1n an oriental city, nothing but high walls,
without windows, and low entrances. The fronts are always
turned towards the court-yard, which is planted with flowers and
small trees, and frequently opens into a handsome garden. The
reception rooms are large and lofty, and furnished with such long
ranges of windows as to make perfect walls of glass. ~ PHby con-
tain, however, little or no furniture, except catpets, for European
articles of luxury seldom find their way here, 1' ’

Of besutiful mosques, palaces, monuments, either of ancient or
modern times, there are none but the half-ruined one of Ali-Schach,
which can bear no comparison with the mosques of India; but the
new bazaar is very handsome, and its lofty streets and covered
pagsages reminded me vividly of the bazaar of Canstantinoyne,
except that it looks newer and pleasanter. The goods displayed
in it are, perhaps, not quite so costly ; but as the stands of the
merchants are larger, they are laid out with more taste, especially
the carpets, fruits, and vegetables. Even the cook-shops had an_
inviting appearance; the catables were excellent, and ofgen
diffused a most savoury and tcmptine odour. The shoe-makine



PERSIA. | 229

department was certainly very inferior, for only articles of the
commonest kind were exhibited, whilst in Constantinople you see
behind glass cases the most costly shoes and slippers, embroidered.
with gold, and even ornamented with precious stones. '

It was at 2 most unfavourable time in which T Liad come o Ta-
breez, for it was the month of the great fast, and from sunrise to
sunset no one goes out, or receives a visit, or takes anything to eat.
People do nothing whatever but pray., These fasts are observed
by the Persians so strictly, that many sick people fall victims to
them, as they will not even take medicine, for a single mouthful
would be enough to forfeit the benefit of the fast. ‘The more
enlightened, indeed, make an exception in case of illness, but not
without permission from a priest,which can only be®obtained by
% written declaration from the physician that such a medicine or
drink is positively necessary. The priest then puts his seal on the
declaration, and the indulgence is granted. Whether this practice
of indulgences has been borrowed by the Mahomedans from the
Christians, or that the reverse has happened, I know not. The
girls begin the practice of fasting in their tenth, the boys in their,, .~
fifteenth year, Sk

o

To the especial courtesy of Dr. Casolani, and his great cop-
nexions, I was indebted . for being introduced at court, ag well as
into several Persian families, notwithstanding the Fast, -

The viceroyalty of the province of Aderbeidschan dates only
from about six months before my arrival. It had been created by
the then reigning Shah, for the eldest son of the monarch, and
future heir of the empire. The last governor of Tabreez, Behmen-
Mirza,* the Shah’s brother, was a very honourable and intellighnt
man, who had brought the province, in a few years, into a most
flourishing condition, and established order and ‘security in every
part of it. But this only awakened the envy of the first minister,
and he urged tho Shah to recal his brother. For a long time he -
resisted these insinuations, but thegminister did not rest till he had
cfleMed his purpose. Behmen-Mirza, who understood the whole |
business, can® immediately to court to justify himself, and then
the poor Shah declared his entire love for and satisfaction with his

brother, and entreated him only to try and gain the favour of the

— et ——————— g = =, .
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* Mirza, when it stands after a name, signifies Prince; when before it,
merely Mr, o | |
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minister. But Behmen-Mirza learned through his friends that the
hatred of the minister was implacable, and that, if he remained,
he was in imminent danger of having his eyes put out, or being
murdered, and he was advised to lose no time in making his escape_
from the country. He returned to Tabreez, therefore,—hastily
got together his valuables, and took refuge, with a part of his ~
family, on the Russian territory. There he wrote to the emperor,
begging his protection, which was immediately granted, and. the
emperor wrote with his own hand to tlie Shah, declaring that the
prince was now no longer s Persian subject, and that every perse-
cution of him or his family smust cease. He then assigned the
‘prince an elegant palace at Tiflis, sent him costly presents, and, .
1 was told, settled on him a yearly pension of 20,000 ducats.

This minister, Hagei-Mirza Agasi, entirely ruled over the
Shab, whom he had even found means to make venerate him as a
prophet or & saint, and obey without hesitation every one of his
beheats. On one occasion he related to the Shah how, the night

before, he had becn awakened in the night by feeling his body
- . floating upwards 1n the air, and that he had gone. higher and

Jhigher, till at length he had reached Heaven, and had had an
interview with his deccased father, who had required from the
minister. a report of the government of his son, The deceased
monarch had expressed himself extremely well satisfied with the
behavieur of his son, and advised him by all means to go on 2s he
had begun. The Shah, who had been much attached to his {ather,
was in raptures, and then the adroit minister took oceasion 1o
suggest that, in some few particulars, his royal parent had desired
aleerations,—that he had wished that this or that should be done
o¥*not done,—mentioning, of course, certain schemes of his own,
sind forthwith it was done as he desired.

It must be added, however, that the minister does sometimes
apply his power to a good purpose, and stand between the wrath
of his highness and its victims: for his said highness 13 very
passionate, and will sometimes proceed briskly .to the inctant
exccution. of any onc who has incurred his displeasure. The
minister has therefore given orders that in such case he shall be
immediately sent for, and the preparations for the execution pro-
ceeded with slowly. He then makes his appearance, quite acci-
dentally,~-asks what's the news; and when the angry mngarrm
declares he is about to punish a criminal, the ministeragoes to the



PERSIA, - 231

window to observe the heavenly bodics, and commonly finds the
conjunction unfavourable, so that the execution (if it should take
place) might involve some damage on the illustrious head of the
state himself. The order is then given to delay it till the next
day, and by that time the passion of the Shaly ig over, or he has
forgotten the whole affair.

On one oceasion the minister saved a friend who was o governor
of a province from strangu]ation, by dgelaring that he had adopted
hinf as his son ; and that if it should be his sovereign’s pleasure
to put hiin to death, which of course he did not oppose, he must
2o to Mecca to find another in his stead. The journey to Mecea
lasts a year, and the king eould not do without him for s0 long a
time ; and as he was not going to diffor with his fa®ourite about
such a trifle as o man’s life, hd promised that he would lot the
offender remain unstrangled, and, morcover, let him Keep his place,
These anecdotes I had on the best authority.

My presentation at the court of the Viceroy took place a few
days after my arrival: T was requested one afternoon by Dr,
Casolani to accompany him to a summer-house lying in a small
garden, and this again in another, both surrounded by high walls,
In the first, besides grass, fruit-trees, and dusty reads, there were
many tents occupled by soldiers, who wore the ordinary, Persian
-dress, with the difference that the officers had a sword girded on,
and the common men carricd a musket on their shoulders. It
REeMS they only appear in full uniform on rare oceasions, havin
the same objection to it that our military men often have.

At the entrance of the small garden we were received by several
eunuchs, who led us into an unpretending one-storied house tfat
lay at the end of a parterre of flowers, Certainly, from its appesr-
ance, I shoald never have guessed it to be the residence of an heir
to the Persian throne, yet so it proved. In the narrow entrance
were two flights of stairs, one of which led to the reception-rooms
of the Vieeroy, the other to the apgriments of his Queen ;3 and Dr.
Casslani was led up the first, while some female slives attended
me to the lstter. At the {op of the stairs I pulled off my shoes,
and entered a pleasant little room, the side walls of which wer:
cntirely composed of lofty windows, The Vice-queen, a young
lady of fifteen, was scated in a simple arm-chair, and one of the
S?Lml; kind was placed opposite to her for me, whilst not far from th-
princess stood o matron whom I took for the duenna of the harem.

or
[
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1 was so fortunate as to meet with a particularly favourable
reception, for Dr. Casolani had not only introduced me as an
authoress, but mentioned that [ was going to publish an account
of my travels. The princess inquired whether I would mention
her ; and as I replied in the affirmative, she determined to show
Lerself to me in all her finery-—~she said, to give me an 1dea of the
rich costume of her native couniry. -~

The youthful princess wore trowsers of sitk so rich and heavy,
and made so full, that they seemed as if they could have stood
quite alonc. 1 am told they are alien not less than twenty or
five-and-twenty ells in widthh. Over these was worn a Jacket
fitting closely to the figure, and elaborately and tastefully em-
broidered in zold. Under this was a chemise of white sitk ; on
her head 8 white erape handkereliief, worked in coloured silk and
gold, falling down on the shoulders, and fastened under the chin;
and the whole dress, as well ag the arms and hands, was richly orna-
mented with jewels of great size and beauty, but which lost much
of their offect from being merely strung on a gold wire, instead of
being properly set.  The weaver could not be called positively
~ handsome, but she had large finc eyes, a pretty figure,—and only
fifteen years. IHer face was painted red and white, and she had
the usua) blue stripe over eyebrows and eyelashes, which to me
did not appear at all a beautifier,

Our conversation was carried on in dumb show, for Dr. Casolani,
who speaks Persian very well, was not admitted to-day, as the
princess was in rala dress and unveiled. I found some amusement
in looking at the prospect from the windows, which commanded a
a6 view of the town ; and here’first I perecived how extensive
it is, and how many gardens it possesses. They are, it is true, 1ts
only decoration, for it hias no fine buildings to show, and the vailey
in which it lics, as well as the surrounding mountains, Is naked,
troeless, and destitute of any attraction. I expressed to the Vieow
queen my surprise at the exteng of the town, and the beauty of its
eardens, and she seemed much pleazed.  Towards jhe end of my
audicnce fruits and sweetmeats were brought upows large plates,
but for me only, on account of the fast.

I was afterwards taken to be presented to the Viecroy, who was
only two years older than his Queen ; and to the name of authoress,
which the Doctor had bestowed on me, I was again indebtegd for
the honour of an arm-chair. The largest of these saloons was -
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wainscotted, and had looking-glasses in gilt frames and several
paintings of heads and flowers, In the midst of this apartment
stood—two great empty bedsteads! The prince was dressed in
the Kuropean style, with a blue coat,—the collar, cuffs, and edges
richly embroidered in gold,—and white silk stockings and gloves ;
but on his head he wore the Persian fur cap, very ncarly a yard
1n height.  This, T was told, was not his common costume ; but it
would be difficult to say what that is, as he changes his fashions
oftencr than his wife, and appears somctimes in the Persian cos.
tume, and sometimes entirely enveloped in Cashmere shawls, I
should have taken his highness for several years older than he
really wus, for his complexion had a pale, yellowisly,” sickly ecast,
and his glance is not open; on the contrary, he se®ms never to
look any onc in the face, and Yrom the whole cxpression of hLis
physiognomy I could not help pitying all who should be subject to
his authority.

He put several questions to me, which were interpreted by
Dr, Casolani, who stood a few paces off ; but none of them shewed
any intelligence, they were merely ecommon-places about my travels.
" The Vieeroy can vead and write only his mother tongue, but he
takes some European papers and periodicals, from which his inter-
preters have to make extracts. At the accounts of the recent
revolutions in Europe, he is said to have declarcd that the Euro-
pean sovereigns must be good, but extraordinarily stupid, to allow
themselves to be driven so easily from their thrones. If they had
set to work vigorously, strangling and beheading, things would
have tarned ont better, In the application of these remedies he
1s said to be fur more cnergetic than his father, and unfortunafely
he has not cven the advantage of a minister of the character of
Ifaggi Mirza to control him. His government 13 quite that of g
child, 1Ile orders a thing one minute, and countermands it the
next.  But what can Dhe expected from a boy who has had very
Little edueation, who has beon; magried at seventeen, and placed as
the sinlimited puler of g large province, with an income of a million
of tamans, awd to whom cvery means and temptation to sensual
Indulgence is at command,

The prinee has at present only one lawful wife, though he is
entitled to four ; but he finds no deficiency of fair friendg, who
sﬁpp‘]y thewr places.  Tn Persia it is the custom, if the king or the
heir to thegthrone hears of any of his subjects having a beautiful
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daughter or sister, for him to desire the girl to be sent to him; and
the parents and relations are delighted at the honour, for even 1f
the royal lover grows tired of her after a little while, she 13 pro-
vided for, as he makes a present of hor to his minister or some
other rich man ;«but should she have a child, she is regarded as a
lawful wife, and remains at court. On the other hand, 1t some-
times happens that when the damsel is presented she does not find
favourin the eyesof the mongrely, but is sent back again,——a terrible
misfortune, for her reputation for beauty is damaged, and her mar-
ket injured accordingly. ' = |

The Vice-queen, young as she 18, 18 already a mother, but unfor-
tunately only of a girl, and it any other wife should produce a boy
she will take "her place, become Vice-gueen in her stead, and be
honoured as the mother of the heir to tRe throne. One conse-
quence of this custom 1s, that the poor infants are continually
exposed to be poisoned or mugdered in some way, for the envy of
a1l the childless women is immediately awakened towards a mother,
more especially if her child 1s a boy. When the prineess followed
her husband to Tabreez, she left her infant daughter to. the care
of its grandfather the Shah, 1n order to secure it from her rivals,
When the wives of the prince go out, not only are they closely
veiled apd surrounded by eunnuchs, but several others hasten on-
ward and announce their coming, when all men must leave the
strect throngh which they are to pass, and fly into. the houses or
bye lanes.

When the wives of Behmen Mirza, who liad been left behind,
heard from Dr. Casolani of my intention of going to Taflis, they
begged me to come to them; and ag their husband had not been
among the most fanatical on this point, Dr. Caselani, as his friend
and physician, was allowed to accompaby mc, and remain in the
room, though the ladies wrapped themselves up very much in con-
sequence, J

Most of these women looked much older than they really were
one who was only two-and-twenty looked at least thirty. They
presented to me the latest addition to the harem,— a ylump, brown,
little beauty of sixteen 3 and they scemed to treat their new rival
with great good nature, and told me how much trouble they had
been taking to teach her Persian. )

Among the children there was a beautiful little creature qf six
venrs old. whose fage was not yet disfigured by white and red -
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paint.  Iperceived on thisweecasion, what T Liad before been told,
that the Persian eostume is not particularly modest; for at every
rather quick movement the jacket flies back, and the silk chemiso
is displaced, so that the whole form down to thie waist 15 displaycd,
I noticed this also with the female attendants when they were
preparing the tea, or ]'mrfn{ming any other service,  Some part of
the dress was every moment openingr,

Another more interesting visit tha# T paid was to ITaggi-Chefa-
ITancom, one of the most distinguished and eultivated wonlen in
the ¢ity. At the very entrance into the house there were signs
of the presence of a superior spirit in its greater cleanliness. aud
taste. My visit had been cxpected, and I found So(uite & lavee
party of women and girls drawn together Dy curiosity to see a
uropean woman.  Many of them were very handsome, though,
like the Viee-queen, they had too high check bones. The greatest
beauty of the Persian women is their CYCH, | e

As compared with the women in most Oriental houses, T wag
told this  might be considered as quite an cdueated and refined
society ; and I conversed with the lady of the house, in the French
language, through the medium of her son, a lad of eighteen, who
had received what was thouglit a liberal education in Constanti-
nople ; and even the girls, Dr. Casolani assured e, %could all
read and write., In this respect the Persians are greatly in advance
of the Turkas. - |

Fhe mistress, her son, and myself, were seated upon chairs, the
rest crouched upon the carpet.  Bat here, for the first tinie in g
Persian house, I saw o table. It was covered with g beantjful
cloth, and loaded with fruits, sweatmeats, and sherbet, the lattor
prepared by the lady herself. The peaches and melons were so
magnificent as to shew that Persia is their native country.. The
latter were, if possible, sweeter than sugar itsclf, and it to eat
almost to the outermost skin,

Before I leave Tabreez I must say a few words. about the
common p-:mpl‘e. Their colour is browner than can, I think, he
accounted for hy the mere offect of the sun, though among the
higher classes the white skin is common with both sexeg, They
have black eyes and hair, and features strongly marked, especially
thie nose, and with a somewhat ficrce aspect.  The women of the

poorer classes do not seem to be severely treated; I saw iver}r_
b rn <2
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fow at work in the fields, and I observed that in the towns all the
hard work 13 done by men.

In Tabreez, as in Persin in general, the Sunnite Mahomedans,
the Christians, and the Jews, are equally hated. Only three
inonths before my visit, the two latter had been exposed to great
danger. A tmnualtuous mob ussembled, and wraversing the quarter
of the town where they live, plundered and destroyed the houses,
threatenced the inhabitants®with death, and in some instances
culfilled the threat. TFortunately the governor was informed of
these terrible scenes, and, being a bold determined man, rushed out
at once into the thickest of the mob, and with a brief energetic
specch induced them to disperse, .

From the intelligence which I yeeeived while I was at Tabreez,
T had at first very little hope that I should bLe allowed to continue
my journey, as I had intended, across Natchivan and Iirivan, to
Tiflis; for since the late political oceurrences in Kurope, the
Russian government has excluded strangers from 1ts territory as
jealously as the Chinese eould do. Mr, Stevens promisced, never-
theless, that Iie would use his infinenee with the Russian consual ;
and to this powerful intercession, as well as to my sex and age, I
owod the consent to make an exception in my favour. I received
feom the Consul also several good letters of. introduction to
Erivan, Natchivan, and Tiflis. I was advised to take post horses
and u servant as far as Natchivan (155 wersts); and scveral
centlemen, whose acquaintance I had made in Tabreez, accom-
panied me the first few miles. Before we parted we took a luncheon
together on the banks of a beautiful rivulet, and then I went on
my way in geod heart, for now Ithou ot Twas entering a Christian
country, bencath the sceptre of a civilized, European, law and
order loving monarch.

ASTATIC RUSSTIA.—Arnyanis, (GEORGIA, AND MINGRELIA.

_ °
Sophia Marand.—The Russtan Frontier.— Natchivan.— CaFgran Journey.—
A night in Prison.—Continuation of the Journey.— Erivan.—The Russign
Post.— The Tartars.—Arrival in Tiflis— Residence there—Kutais Ma-
rand.— Voyage on the Rione.— Redout-Kale.
Tuge dtations between Tabreez and Natchivan are very uncquab;
but one of the longest is the firss, to a village called ?uphia for
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which we took six hours. The road led mostly through barren
and uncultivated vallies.

Since it was three o'clock when e arrived the people did not wish
to let me go onfarther.  They pointed to the sun, to signmiy that
- 1t was late, and performed a good deal of expressive pantomime
to intimate that T should e plundered and probably murdered.
But representations of this kind never have much effect on me 3
and after I had, with wmu@h trouble, ®made out that it was only
four hours journey to the next station, I ordered my servant, to
his great vexation, to saddle fresh horses for the continuation of
our journey. Immediately on leaving Soplia we entered a narrow
wild valley, which my guide declared to be very dgngerous ; and
perhaps 1t might not have beew quite safe to go through it in the
night, but just now the sun was shining in full plendour, and I
urged on iy horse, and enjoyed the sight of the magnificent
colouring and grouping of the rocks. Many gleamed with a pale
grass green, others were covered witl: a semi-transparent white
substance, and many terminated in erags and peaks of such wildly
fantastic forms that they looked at n distance like groups of
stately trees. There was so much to see, in short, that I had no
time to think of fear, |

About hall’ way to Marand we came to a pretty village, and |
after this again had to climb a steep mountain, from whose summit
I obtained such a glimpse into a grand mountain world, as kept
me long rivetted to the spot.  We did not reach Marand till eight
oclock, but we brought in our luggage, to say nothing of our
necks, perfectly safe and sound. P

This is the last Persian town that I saw, and it is an extremely
pleasant and pretty place. It has broad clean streets, houses and
gardens well kept, and several little squares with springs encircled
by trees. I cannot bestow quitc sucli unqualified praise on my
quarters, for I had to pass the night in the court-yard with the
pos§ horses; and my evening med) consisted only of roasted egos,
burnt, and qyite spoiled with excessive salting. To-day we had but
one stage, to Arax the Russian frontier town, but it was a stage
of eleven hours long., We {ollowed the course of a brook that
wound through valley and ravine. No village met our eyes, and, -
txcept some little mills and the ruins of a mosque, I saw no

buifing more in the Yersian dominions. It is a country which,
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the world has fewer rivers or more mountains, and for that reason
the air is very dry and hot. '

The valley in which Arax les is large, and very picturesque
from the remarkable form of the rocks. Far in the background
rise lofty mountains, amongst which is the Ararat, towering to a
height of 16,000 feet ; and in the valley itself’ walls and towers
and peaks, of which the chief is the so-called Serpent Mountain.
Near its foot flows the river®Aras or Araxes, separating Armenia
from Mecdia, and forming the limit between the Persian and
‘Russian fronticrs. We crossed the river in o boat, and on the
opposite bank we were detained to prove that we werd not
robbers or wurderers, or, what is.worse, politically dungerous
persons. DBesides this, if it is supposed that the plague or the
cholers is to be found anywherc in Persia, you have to be shus
up to perform quarantine.

T had scarcely set my foot upen Russian ground before the
shameful begzing for drink money began. A fellow was- sent to
me by the officer at the station to ask my wishes (the letter from
the Consul procured me this civility); and though he had pre-
tended he spoke German, he knew in reality as much of it as 1
of Chinese,—at the utmost three or four words. I consequently
had to dicline his services, but he nevertheless stretched out his
hand: for money all the same. |

Natchivan lics in a large valley among the mountains of the
Ararat, which, though not unfertile, is, like most of the country,
very bare of trees. In no place in the world have Lever had so
much trouble to find a shelter. I had brought with me two
letters, one to a Grerman physician, and the other to the governor;
but T did not wish o present myself to the latter in my travelling
dress (for I was now in a civilised country, where of course
people are judged of by their clothes), and therefore, as there was
no such thing as a hotel, I thought I would beg the hospitality
of the doctor. ¢

His address had been written for me in the linguage of the
country, and I thought it would be easy to find him; but every
one I showed it to, shook his head, and bade me inquire further,
By this time we had reached the custom-house, and my trifling
luggage had to Le examined by the inspector, who ordered me
into a room, whither to my surprise, for 1 supposed it to bef out
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soon found, however, that the ladies had another motive than
ctvility. 1hey sent for chairs, seated themselves before nfy trunk,
and I had scarcely opened it before siz hands were rummaging in
it,—those of the two ladies and the inspretor. Alout a dozen
folded papers, containing coins, dried flowers, and other articles
from Babylon and Ninevgh, were immediately snatched up and
scattercd about. Iivery cap, every ribbon, was pulled out; and
1t was very evident that Mt cost the Mdy inspectress a strugele 1o
let the ribbons again out of her grasp. I really thought that now,
for the first time, I was in the hands of savages.

Wlen the trunk had been suthiciently scrutinised, the turn came
for a small box, which contained my greatest treasgre, a head in
relief that I had brought from Nineveh, The inspector snatched
up 2 hatchet in order to break open the lid, but that was moro
than 1 could bear. T flung .myself upon it, and just at that
moment came in & third woman, who proved to be a German. I
explained to her that T had no intention’ of refusing to open it;
bat that it must be cautionsly done with proper tools ; but, behold,
at the custom-honse, where daily similar cases oceur, there were
no tools for the purpose but the hatchet ; and the utmost I could
obtain was, that they shouid break the cover as carefully as pos-
sible into three picces, Notwithstanding my anger, I dould not
help laughing at the foolish faces of the inspector and the two
ladies when they saw that the box contnined nothing but some
fragments of brick, and a rather damaged head. They could not
at all understand how any one could be at the trouble of carrying
guch things. e

My countrywoman, Mrs, Henriette Alexandwer, invited me
to take a cap of coffee with her, and when she heard of my em-
barassment with respect to a lodging, politely invited me to take
up my abode with her. But on the following day, when I paid
Iy visit to the Governor, he overwhelmed me with attention, and
insjsted on my moving to his Pouse. He put my passport in
order, provided it with the due amount of »isés, of which it seemed,
short as was the time which I had vet spent in this civilised
dominion,—half a dozen at least were reguired,—and then arranged
for my further progress with a Tatar, whose caravan was going
to Tiflis, | - |

Pviewed the half decayed little town, and what is called the
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to Persian report, this Natchivan was once onc of the largest and
handsomdest towns of Armenia, and its founder, morcover, was no
less remarkable a person than Noah. It is built mostly in the
oricatal style, but here and there are houses with their windows
turned towards the street.  The costumes also present the swne
mixture of styles; for the people wesr the DPersian dress, while
the authoritics are dressed as Buropeans.  Noah’s tomb is merely
a small vaulted chamber, without a cupola. It seems as 1f there
had once been onc; but there are so few ruins lying round, that
it is impossible to tell with certainty. In the interior i1s neither
a sarcophagus, nor any other appearance of a grave, nothing but
0 stone column in ihe middle which supports the roof. ‘the
whole is surrounded with a lowewall, and many pilgrims, both
Christian and Maliomedan, come here,  They scem all to have a
singular superstition connected with it, namely, that if they press a
pebble on the wall, and think of something at the time, or form
a wish, the wish will be fulfilled, or the thought prove true,
it the pebble remains sticking where they placed it, which
sometimes happens, as the cement is mostly damp.

Not far from this tomb is another very handsome monument,
though I could not makc out of whom, which is covered inside
with mathematical figures, and has two half decayed towers like
minarets at the entranee. | |

When the evening came, on which I was fo sct off again, 1 was
excessively unwell.  For several days 1 had not been able to eat
anything, and I was now lying on 2 sofa, extremely weak ; but I
oot up when the time came, and managed to mount my horse,
as T thought perhaps change of air might be the best restorative.

The caravan was carrying only goods, and the guides were
Tatars. The distance to Tiflis is two hundred and fifty nules,
which would take, I'was told, twelve or fourtcen days; but to
judge by the rate at which we commenced our journey, it scemed
likely to last six weeks; for in {he first night we went only three
miles, and in the second little more than twelve. L could have
walked on foot faster. |

The next day it was almost worse. The whole day long we luy
on a stubble field, exposed to the burning rays of the sun. It was
not tifl the cvening at eight o’clock that we started, and them
halted again at one. The only good thiny about the caravan@vas
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so frugally as the Arabs, Evcry evening a magnificent pilau
was prepared, which was enriched with plums or dried raisins ;
and almost every day splendid water-melons were brought us for
~qale, and a nice picee was always offered to me as a present,

The road led along the foot of Mount Avarat, through large
fertile vallies, The mighty mountain rose so clear and vast in its
proportions that it appeare%rl not morc than cight or ten miles off ;
and from 1ts superier sizesit scems toestand alone, though it is, in
fact, connected with the Taurus by ranges of hills. Its highest
summit 18 clett, so that betwcen the two peuks there is a small
plot or hollow space ; and here it wag, according to tradition, that
the ark rested; indeed, there are many people here who maintain
that if the snow were scraped agvay, it would be found there still ;
and below, where now stands the convent of Arakilvank, is the
very =pot where Noah built his first Louse,

After several days travelling we still remained in tle neigh-
bourhood of Ararat, passing, lowever, several Russian and
German colonies, but along a very rugged and stony road. Near
sidin a very disagrecable adventure befel me. The caravan had
encamped close to the high road, and about eight o’clock in the
evening [ trotfed out upon it for a walk, and was just about to
return when 1 heard the sound of the bells of post horses. I
stood still to hear who the fravellers were, and socon saw a
Cossack with a musket, and a gentleman seated beside him on an
open car. As soon as they had passed, to my great surprize, the
- car suddenly drew up, and almost at the same moment I felt
myscll scized by two powerful arms. It was the Cossack who
was dragging me {o the car. I struggled to get loose; pﬂﬁlted
with my free hand to the ecaravan, and screamed that I
belonged to if. Dut the fellow immediately placed one hand
over my mouth, and flung me upon the car, wherc the gentleman
held me fast, The Cossack then sprung up, and the driver
recgived the order to go on as™ast as the lLorses could gallop.
This all passed so quickly that I scarcely knew what had
happened, The men, however, held me with a strong grasp, and
my mouth wagnot uncavered till we were go far from the caravan
that my cries could not be heard. -_

» - 1-did not, fortunately, feel much afraid, for it immediately

occdrred to me that these two amiable Russians must, in their
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Lad made an important capture. As soon as they allowed me to
speak, they commenced a long list of questions, concerning my
name, country, and so forth; and I understood Russian enough to
answer them, but they were not satisfied, and required to sec my
passport., I told them to send for my irunk, and I should then be
able to give them full satisfaction; but when we came to the post-
house, they placed me in a room as a prisencr, and the Cossack
mounted guard over e with his musket on his shoulder, keeping
his cye constantly upon me. 'The gentleman also, whom by his
areen velvet ecollar and cufls, I took for an imperial officer,
remained some time in the room. In half an hour, the post-
master, or whatever he might be, came to take a view of me,
and hear the heroic exploit of my capture narrated.

T had to pass the night, under strict superintendence, on the
wooden bench, without either blanket or cloak to cover me, and
without food or drink ; and if I only attempted to rise up from
the beneh, and walk a little up and down the room, the Cossack
ordered me back, and desired me to remain quiet.

Towards morning my effects were brought. I showed my papers,
and was set at liberty; but instead of making any apology my
captors laughed in my face, and when I came out 1nto the court-
yard all the people pointed their fingers at me, and joined in
chorus. | |

Oh you good Arabs, Turks, Persians, Hindoos!  How safely
did I pass through your heathen .and infidel countries; and here,
in Christian Russia, how much have I had to suffer in this short
space. _

By the time I reached Erivan I had fully made up my mind to
Jeave the caravan with the first opportunity, for it never travelled
more than four hours a day ; and I thought, as I had some letters
to the town physician (a Dr. Muller) and to the governor, I might
be able by their assistance to find means of getter rather more
quickly to Tiflis, and I was not Gisappointed. -

Erivan, which lies on the river Zenqui, is the capital of Armenia
or Trans-Caucasia, and, according to tradition, was of all the
earth the spot first peopled after the deluge. It liesin alarge plain
encircled by mountains, as well as by some fortifications. Here
begins the completely European style of building, but the town ia

“peither handsome nor clean. The bazaar I found very amuding,
e 1T g 4L e e e T omaeer 4 e wIT OV Hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂ Tt ‘thﬂf t}'ll—'!rl':‘.'.
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were 0 many costumes of nations to me eatirely unknown,
Circassians, Georgians, Mingrelians, Turcomans, &ec.—and the
wearers were fine handsome looking men, with nolle expressive
features. The costume of the Tatars was cxtremely like that
of the common Persians, except that they wore lower caps, and
had pointed toes to their boots, often as much as four inches long.
Of the female sex of all sthese races little is to be seen in the
street, as they are much wrapped up, but at least they do not
veil their faces.  The Russians and Cossacks have coarse Calmuck
features, and their behaviour shows that their features do them
no injustice. I have nowhere else met with people so rude,
covetous, and servile in disposition. .

I was strongly advised not to travel with the Russian post,
since, as a solitary svoman, I Should have infinite trouble with
the noble-minded official personages whom I should have to deal
with ; but I was resolved nevertheless to tuke my chance, and
begged Dr. Muller to see to whatever was necessary for me,

In order to obtain permission to travel in this pleasant Russian
empire, I found it was necessary to take no less than six walke,—
first to the ireasurer, then to the police, then to the commandant,
then again to the police, then again to the treasurer, and lastly,
once more to the police. - .

In the padroshne (permit) that you receive, it must be exactly
stated how mary miles you mean to travel, and the postmaster
must not allow you to go a single werst further. For every horse
you must pay half a copek the werst, which seems at first little
enough, but when you consider that a werst is only half a mile,
and that you ahways travel with three horses, it amounts at loet to
a considerable tax. -

It had been arranged that the horses were to be at the door at
four in the morning, but the elock struck six, and nothing was to
be seen of them. Dr. Muller was so good as.to go himself to look
after them, and so at last I started at seven, a pleasant foretaste
of #ic punctuality I was to expect. We drove fast enough, but
whoever haw not a. well-stuffed spring carriage, or a body of cast
iron, would prefer often on these rough roads to go a little more
gently. g |

The post-chaise, for whieh you pay ten copeks a station, is
Eﬂtllingf more than a very short uncovered wooden car on four
whecls ; agd instead of a seat some hay is put in the bottom, and a
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small box, on which the postilion sits. Of course these machines
jolt horribly ; and the bells, hung to 4 wooden arch over the neck
of the middie horse (they are harnessed three abreast), keep up
o constant abominable jingling. These with the creaking of the
car, the screaming of the driver to his horses, make so much noise
that when, as has sometimgs happened, the traveller has been
flung out on the road by the violent motion of the car, the driver
has gone on, and never missed him till he arrived at the station.

Boetween the second and third stage of my journey, 1 came to a
short tract, on which I found a kind of lava which perfectly re-
sembled the fine shining glassy lava of Iceland called obsidian,
which, it lias been supposed, could be found nowhere else,

August 2761, —To-day, I had again some experience of the plea-
sures of travelling in Russia. I Wad in the evening ordered and
paid for everything that I should want on the following morning,
yet when the morning came I had to go myself to awaken the
postmaster, to find the driver, and, in short, run about after every
one of the people wanted. At the third stage, I had to wait four
hours for the horses, and at the fourth they would give me none
at all, and I was obliged to stop the niglt, although in the whole
previous day I had gone only twenty-seven miles. |

August 28th.—Perpetual torment with the post people. I am in
general a great enemy to harshness and severity ; but to these
fellows I really would rather have spoken with the stick ; thelr
rudeness, stupidity, and want of feeling really cxceed belief. You
&nd officers and men lying asleep and drunk at every hour of the
day, and if you succced in raising them they will perhaps only
laugh in your face, instead of Lelping you. It is not till after
endless scolding and disputing that you can induce one to get out
a car, another to grease the wheels, and a third to feed the horse,
which besides often has to be shod; then, perhaps, the harness is
not in order, and has to be patched and mended, and over all these
operations as much time is lost ag possible. When I expressed in
the cities my surprize at the miserably defective arrangements of
these post stations, 1 was told it was because these ceuntries Lad
been so short a time under the Imperial sceptre,—because the
Imperial city was so far off,—and, moreover, as a”single woman
travelling without a servant, I might think myself well off to have
been served 1o worse. . i

I could only answer that in countries belonging to the Engﬁsh,
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which lay much further away from their capital than these did from
St. Petersburgh, T had found the arrangements excellent, and that
there 1t was supposed that 4 woman who paid for attendance had
ag much claim to it as a man, or even an official gentleman.

Now, in Russia, the moment an official personage of any sort
“makes his appearance every one flies at his bidding, and all vie
with one another who shall most humbly bow before him; for this
15 the privileged caste ; and though, according to law, those who
are not travelling on official business flave no rights beyond those
of other tI‘RVBHPI‘S, they who should be the ﬁrsr to show an
cxample of respect for the laav, pay not the smallest attention to it.
They send a servant, perhaps to mention that on this or that day
they will require ten or twelve horses ; should anyshing induce
them to delay their journey,—a& dinner, a huntmﬂ'-party, or a
headache of the lady,—they simply put off the journey for a day
or two, and desire the horses to be kept till they are wanted ; and,
in the meantime, any private travellers arriving at the station
must await their pleasure. It may easily happen, therefore, with
all these hindrances, that though the Russian rate of travelling is
very rapid when you do get into motion, you do not, on the whole,
get on faster than in a earavan. Many a time, in the -course of
my jouraey through Russia, I have not been able to do more than
a single stage in a whole long day; and every time'l saw a
uniferm.it threw me into a fright, lest I should not be able to get
any horses.

Waiting at the pﬂSt stations 1s of course extremely disagrecable.
There 1s a room for you to wait in, and a Cossack and his wife,
who are supposed to wait upon you ; but it is often hard to getfor
your money either civil treatment or food,—ecggs, milk, or what-
ever it may be that you require. With all its dangers I greatly
prefer travelling in ersia.

Among the interesting incidents of this,part of .my travels I
must count the meeting several mijgra.ting hordes of Tatars. They
wors seated on oxen and horses, and had their tents and household
utensils pacled up 5 the cows and sheep, of which there were
always great numbers, were driven near them. The dresses of
the "Tatar wonftn were often rich, though ragged,—erimson silk,

som times embroidered in oold, u.::d(ﬂ trousers, a long caftan, w1th
q s hgrt one over it, and on their heads something that looked like
a bee-hivegand whiclt is made from the barke of a tree, but covered
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with red silk, and oramented with corals, coins, and metal plates;
and their dresses also, down to the waist, exhibit a profusion of
buttons, bells, rings, and amulets. They had large shawls wrapped
round them, but their faces were uncovered. Amongst their
houschold goods I saw handsome carpets, vessels of copper, iron
kettles, and so forth.

The villages of the scttled Tatarsehave a most singular ap-
pearance ; they lic mostly_on the deglivities of hills, in which
chambers are hollowed out, with no ether light than from the
entrance ; and this is protected by projecting eaves of planks sup-
ported on trunks of trees, You see-neither walls, windows, nor
doors, nothing in fact but these penthouse roofs. Those who
have their a®ode in plains build huts of stone or wood, and cover
them over with earth, so that they look like large molehills.

August 29t5.—To-day I had a variety in my Russian travellig
pleasures, It had been raining all night, and rained still, and the
wheels of the car flung up such a mass of mud, that I sat in a
thick puddle, and found my head and even my face crusted over.
Some small boards fastened above the wheels would easily have
prevented this annoyance ; but who in this country troubles him-
self about the ecomfort of a private traveller? |

We came in sight of Tiflis during the latter half of this day,
and I was much struck by-its Europcan aspect, as I bad seen no
city in this style since Valparaiso. It is in the capital of Georgia,
and counts about 50,000 inhabitants. Many of the houses are
built on hills, or even on high steep rocks, and from these you get
a magnificent prospect over city and valley. The latter, however,
hadenot, asthe time of my arrival, a very attractive appearance, as
the harvest had robbed it of all colour, and it i3 not rich In
cardens and groves; but the river Kurry (mostly cailed Cyrus)
meanders beautifully through it, and far in the distance glitter
the snow crowned peaks of the Courasus.

In the interior of the city, thgold houses are everywhere being
pulled down to make way for new ; and the Greek and Armosian
houses will soon be the only memorials of the orimmtal style of
building. .The churchies are far behind the other edifices in size
and crandeur ; the towers are low, and mostly covdted with green
- glazed tiles. The oldest Christian church stands on a rock within
the fortress, at the entrance of the town, and it is only used §s A
prison. The town pbsscsses many warm sulphurcone Ssprings,
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which is partly indicated by its name, since 7iffis or Ibilissi sig-
nify warm town; but of the numerous baths there are scarcely
any that are not in a bad copdition. "Fhe buildings containing
the springs are small domes covered with windows, and the basins,
L Hoors, and walls are of stone. . Marble is very scarce.

- Not far from the baths you find the Botanic Garden, which has
been formed, at great CXpeRse, on the side of & mountain on a
serics of terraces whiely iage to be supported by masonry,

Why a place so unsuitable has been chosen 1 could not make
out, especially as there are fow rare plants, and indeed little else
than vines. The most remakable things in the garden were two
vines, one of which has a stem a foot in diameter; they are
carried to an immense distance, and walks and arbows formed out
of them. TFrom these two only, more than cighty dozens of wine
ar®obtaincd cvery year. On one, of the uppermost terraces of
this garden a very spacious lofty grotto las been cut in the rock, |
inwhich, in the summer evenings, there is music and dﬂn{ﬁing, and
even sometimes dramatic performances. On Sundays and holidays
the governor’s garden 1s opened to the publie, and there you find
swings and running at the ring, and two bands of music; but the
performance of these Russian musicians 1 found still more in-
tolerable than that of tlie blacks in Rio de Janeiro,

I entered an Armenian church, and there saw the dead body
of a young man, lying in a rich open coffin, lined with c¢rimson
velvet, and trimmed with gold lace. The body was adorned with
8 sort of erown, scattered over with flowers, and covered with
fine white gauze, and priests in magnificent robes were performs-
ing the ceremony, which was very like that of the Catbolics, o

The poor mother, at whose side I aceidentally knelt down,
sobbed alound, as they prepared to carry away the dear remains.
and T too could not refrain from sliedding tears, not for the death of
the youth, but for the deep sorrow of the aflicted mother.

Leaving this place of mourning I went to visit some Greek and
Arfhenian families. The ladies were,in simple Greek dresses,
and tlie rodms, though spacious, were almost destitute of fur-
biturc. ‘There were only painted wooden chests running along
the walls, ::md’pnrtly covered with carpets; on these they sit, eat,
and sleep, In the streets the mixture of Kuropean and Asiatic
costames is so common that ncither the one nor the other attraet
the least sttention. 'L'he newest to me was that of the Circassians,
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It consists of wide tromsers, and over this a very full garment
fastencd by a girdle, worn by the wealthy of dark blue cloth,
trimmed with gold or silver lace, and in the breast pockets of thesc
are carried from six to ten cartridges. The Circassians are, a3 is
well known, celebrated for beauty, thongh I have myself seen far
more striking beauties among the Persians.

F have not much to tell coneernirg the domestic life of the

: . 9

Russian government officers here, for though I had letters to two
of them it did not appear to me that I found favour in the sight
of either of these gentlemen ; probably on account of my expres-
sions concerning the last regulation of the post-stations, the
wretched roads, and my own capture and imprisonment, which I
told with the addition of a few marginal notes. What was worse,
I said, it had been my intention {o cross the Caucasus, and go by
Moscow to St. Petersburg, Qut after what T had seen of the
. Russian dominions I should certainly take the shortest way, and
get out of them as soon as possible.

Probably, had I been a man speaking thus, I should have paid
for my boldness with a short excursion to Siberia. As it was,
they only teased me about my passport, for which I had to apply
again and again, and at last did not get it, till the sixth day ;
and yet I had letters to the chief officers. How the poor
travellers get on who do not enjoy this advantage I know not.

One of my most agreeable visits was that to the Persian prince
Behmen-Mirza, to whom I Liad letters and news of the family he
had left behind him at Tebris; although he was very ill at the
time, and received me in o great hall which looked ke an hos-
pitzl, for ere, on carpets and cushions, lay eight sick. people—
the prince, four of his children,and three of his wives— who woere
all ill of fever. -

The prince is a remarkably handsome, powerful looking man of
about five and thirty, and lis open eye is full of intelligence and
goodness. He spoke with deep-melancholy of his country, and a
mournful smile played over his features as I mentioned his 1d¥ely
children (1t wonld have Dbeen contrary to Mussulmarl etiquette to
have mentioned the wwcs), and told how well and safely I had
travelled through the provinces which had been under hig govern-
ment. How fortunate would it be for Persia if this man should
come to the throne instead of the young Viceroy. r

The most interestine, and at the same time mést useful.
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acquaintance that I made was that of a countryman of my own, a
Mr. Salzmann, of whom every one speaks with the highest honour.
He has a bE"Llltlfﬂl house, fitted up with cvery possible convenience,
where he receives travellers, especially his own country people, with
the most hospitable kindness; and he has also, five miles from the
town, a large tfruit garden, near which are some naptha springs that
Ewent to scc.  The naptha®is drawn in wooden tubs out of a deep
squarc pit, but 1t 1s of the eommonest kind, of a dark brown colour,
and thicker than oil.  From this is made asphalt, cart grease, and
so forth ; but the fine white naptha, which can be used for light and
fire, is got from the neighbourhood of the Caspian Sea.

Mr. Salzmann offered to accompany me on an excursion to the
German colonies which lie around Tiflis, but from the accounts I
had heard of the sad degéneracy of the Germans who have emi-
arated to Russia—of their idleness, drunkenncss, uncleanlinesy,
and dishonesty—1I felt little wish to visit them.

On leaving Tiflis, I noticed just outside the town a pedestal of
polished granite, surrounded by an iron railing, and on which
stands a metal crogs with an “ Eye of God,” and an inseription,
stating that on the 12th of Oectober 1837, his Imperial Majesty
was here upset, but that he had escaped unhurt, and that this
monument was placed there by his most grateful subjeggs. It is
to be recollected, that this monument could not have been placed
there without the express permission of the illustrious personage
himself. - |

I made this day but onc stage, but i1t was so long a one.that it
took me till the evening, and going on was out of tha question, as _
it i3 not safe to travel in the night without an escort Uf Cussﬁcks,
of which there is for this purpose a small division kept at each
station. The country was not unpicturesque ; there wero pleasant

valleys and hills, on whose summits stood ruins of castles and for- -

tresses 3 for here, as in the German empire, there was a time when
every noble might make war upoa the other, and lived in a strong
dwelling within which his vassals could fake refuge in case of
hostile attack. Tt is said there are still people who wear shirts of
mail and iron Jclmets, but I never saw any of them.
As we went on to the small town of Gory the scenery became
«more wildly romantie, hill and valley was covered with wood, and
1n she town itself an eminence crowned with a citadel rises

P Y . B 1L +*r  fa~= ., M ;¥ .._..__'_ L . | - -
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weather the Cancasus, which like a triple chain 18 drawn across
between the Black Sea and the Caspian as the limit between
Europe and Asia, is constantly in sight. Their highest points,
from the recent estimates, ave 16,800 and 14,400 feet.  They were
now covered far down with sanow.

September Tth.—To-day 1 made but one stage, as far as Suram.
They could not allow me to go on further, as an officer, with his
fady and her companion, &c~ were returning from a bathing place,
and would require twelve horses.  In order to drive away myv ill-
humour a httle T took a walk to an old castle that lay mostly in
ruing, but where you eonld still see, from the numerons walls and
spacious vaulted apartments, that the knights who had their abode
there must have lived in rather prand style.  On my return home
through the fields I was much “struck by the teams used for
ploughing, The ground was a beautiful plain, ‘and almost without
a stone, and yet there were twelve or fourteen oxen harnessed to
a plough. ‘

September 8th.—The mountains are now drawing closer toge-
ther, and nature is becoming more and more luxuriant.  All sorts
of parasite plants,—wild hops, wild vines, twining fromn tree to
tree,—enwreath them to their highest summits, while the under-
wood graws so thick and rich that T am reminded jof the forests
of Brazil. The third stage led mostly along the banks of the
river Mirabka, and the road between the river and the rocky wall
is often so narrow that therc is not room for a second carriage,
and we had repeatedly to wait for ten or twenty minutes for the
~ears Inden with wood to pass ; and that is called a post-road |

Georgif"has been now fifty years under the Russian rule, and it
1¢ not till quite lately that there have been any roads made
at all, or rather begun. Perhaps in another fifty years they may
be finished, or, what is more likely, fallen again into deeay.
Another want, besides that of roads, is of bridees. The deep rivers
are crossed in wretched boats, and the shallower you must walk
through how you c¢an. In rainy seasons, or after a thavr, when
the snow has melted on the mountains, a traveller fnay have to
wait for many days, or cross at the utmost hazard of his life.
What a vast interval between the cmﬂmaatmn of Russia and of

iy

England! - o i
Late in the evening wet through, and covered with mué, [
arrived af the station. which lics about 2 mile from Kials : {or.
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among other inconveniences, it is to be mentioned that the post
stations usually lie one or two wersts from the towns and villages,
so that you cannot casily provide }DHIbth from them with any-
thing you may require.

Ixutfua has about 18,000 inhabitants, and lies in a natural
-park ; all round it is verdure and luxuriant follage. The houses
are neat and pretty, and she green painted church steceples and
barracks have a pleasant effect.  The costumes of the people are
just as various here as about Tifhis. *What struck me most was
the comical hats of the Mingrelian peasants, which are larpge,
round, flat picces of felt, tied with a string under the chin,

1 had now only two stages to go to the villuge of Marand, on
the river Ribon or Rione, for theye you cxchaige the post
car for u boat, which carrics you to Redout-Kalé, on the Black
Sea. |

The first part of the way lay through beautiful woods; the
secomd commands a free prospee# over ficld and meadow, but the
houses still lie hidden among trees and shrubs.  We met many
peasants, who, if they were but carrying a few cegges, fowls, &c. to
the town, were on horseback. There was abundance of pasture,
and, consequently, no want of liorses or horned cattle.,

Therce was go kind of inn at Marand, so that I had to ahght at
tlie house of & Cossack. These people, who live here as dolonists,
have pretty little wooden houses of two or three rooms, and &
piecoe of land which they cultivate as field and garden. Some of
them receive travellers, and know how to make high cnough
charge for the wretched accemmodation ihat they offer. For a
Jittle dirty room without a bed I paid twenty silver aqpeks,eand
for a chicken the same sum. I got nothing more, for the people
arc too lazy to feteh anything, and if I had wanted bread, milk, or
anything else, I should have had to go for it myself. At the
utmost, they would take such trouble only for an officer or official
person.

I ile morning of the 11th of | September the boat started for
Redont-Iialé Ii; was bad weather, and the Rione, otherwise a
Deautiful river, cannot be navigated at night or in a gale of wind,
on account of®the many trunks of trees and éther obstructions.
Jhe country was enchanting. The river flowed on between
oroges and fields of maize and millet, and the eye, wandering over
hills and promontories, reverted at last to #he grand peaks of the
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distant Clauncasus. Before and behind, on the right and the left,
according to the windings of the watery road, they appeared in all
their endless variety (}f form, dome, peask, horn, and table land.
We often stopped and landed, and then everybody hastened
towards the trees, to pluck the tempting grapes and figs; but the
grapes were sour as vinegar, and the figs small and hard. I found
only a single ripc onc, and this I flungraway as soon as I tasted it.
The fig trees were of a size that I have never seen in Italy or in
Sicily, and it seems probable that the whole vigour of the plant
shoots into wood and leaves, and the same cause may act on the
orapes, for the vines are of imimense height, though the grapes are
so small and poor. With cultivation much might he done with
them. We kad to o out {o sca, and be rocked about for a few
hours, in order to pass round from the main arm of the river into
the smaller branch on which Redout-Kalé is situated. There 1s,
indeed, a canal between them, but it is now so blocked with sand,
that it can only be passed when the water is unusually high,

In Redout-Kalé 1 had again to give myself over to the miseries
of a speculative Cossack, who keeps three rooms which he lets to
travellers, T was uncertain how long I might lhave to stay, as
I was to leave with one of the government steamers which go
twice a month from this town to Odessa, calling by the way at
eighteen forts and military stations. They take with them any
traveller who may wish to go without making any charge,
though he must content himself with a place on the deck, as the
cabins are kept for the military officers, who frequently go from
one station to another. No places arc to be obtained by
payrent. nz

I did not know when T micht be summoned, as the steamer
when it comes, stays only two hours, so I hastened to get ry pass-
port put in order, and I certainly cannot complain of having got
nothing for my money, for instead of a simple visé 1 got a whele
page of writing, and of this cppy after copy was taken, till I
thourht there would never be an end of it. I packed my goods
ready, and scarcely ventured to have a dinner cookedylest 1 should
be called away hef‘ure I could cat it yet, after all, 1 had five days
to wait,

From what I saw during this time of Redout-Kalé¢ and Min-
ralia 1t conme 0 moe that the eotintee heantifal and luxuariant as
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sun draws up heavy mists, that remain floating four or five feet
from the ground ; and these are said fo be the causc of many
disenses, especially of fever and dropsy. DBesides the unlhealthy
influences to whieh they are unavoidably exposed, the people are
unwise enoungh to build their huts and houscs, not in open, airy,
sunny plaecs, but deep in the woods, and under a canopy of foliage.
You muay go through a village and scarcely see a Louse, so con-
cealed are they by trees. 'T'he people look thin and sallow, and
appear both stupid and indolent, and they very seldom, I was told,
reach the age of sixty, ¥or strangers the climate 13 still more
injurious ; and yet I cannot but believe that for industrious
colonists, and good economists, the country would offer the finest
opportundtics, There is land cnough to be had; for gertainly three
fourths of it is lying wnemployed, and by clearing the woods and
draining, the elimate would lose much of its insalubrity. ™ Its
fertility is almost boundless, and would be, of course, greatiy
increased by judicions management. The finest grass grows
everywhere in abundance, mingled with rich herbs; the fruit
orows wild ; the vines, as I have. said, shoot up to the Lughest
branches of the trees; and during the wet scason the earth is so
soft that only wooden ploughs are used. The wine 15 prepared
by the inhabitants n the simplest manner, They hollow out the
trunk of a tree, and in this tread out the grapes, and they then
take the julee in carthenware vesscls, and bury it in the earth.
The Mingrelians bear generally a very bad character; tl'lvy arc
said to be given to drunkenness, to disregard the tics of marrage,
to be commonly thicves, and not uﬂfrf_qucnt]}r murderers; but of
the truth of these allegations I can, of conrse, knogg httleg fromme
personal experience, Of their idleness 1 can, however, speak
with somec confidence, for during the five days I stayed there 1
could not, either for moncy or good words, induce any onc to get e
either grapes or figs. T went daily to the bazaar, but never found
one to sell, for the people are too lazy to go nto the woods to
| °
roshiorgtlient.  They will do no whnner of work until they are
driven to 4 by dire ncecessity, and then they require nmmoderate
payment, I had to give as much for eggs, milk, and bread as 1
should have ¥one in my native city ot Vienna,

Another thing that displeased me in the Mingrelians was the
Efgﬂpluss 1nult1plumnun of external 1{11 oious cercimonies,  You are

- . i N o I L T . T
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on putting the first bit in your mouth at dinner, before you drink,
before you put on or off any of your clothes, on gﬂing into another
room ; in short, the nnly thing their hands find to do is the making
ewrlastmrrly the sign of the cross. When they pass a church
they will stand EtlH and keep bowing and crossing ‘as if they
would never have done; and if they are in a carriagesthey will
stop it to go through the same perfermance. While T was at
Liedout-Kalé a ship was going to sea, and then the priest had to
be fetched to Dless, first the ship in general, and then ey cry part
in particular. In and out he went, and up and down, and crecping
into every hole and corner, and at last he blessed the sailors, who
laughed at lim when his back was turned. I have always found
that where #iere was most show of it there was lgast real
religion.

EUROPEAN RU%SIA

A Voyage on the Black Sea.—A Cose of f“imff-‘*m —~—The suspected Vessel —
Kertsch—The Museum.— Tumuli—Continuation of the Journey.—The
Custle of Prince Woronzow.—The Fortress of Sehastopol.—Odessa.

‘O~ the night of the 19th of September, amidst a violent storm
of wind and rain, I found myself on the Black Sea, in the Russian
government steamer. Although my place was on the deck, T
begged permission, as the weather was so bad, to sit upon the
cabin stairs, and it was with some shrugging of shoulders granted
to me; but after a fow minutes thiere came an order from the com-
“thander toset me in a place of shelter. 1 was rather surprised at
this politeness, but less so when I saw where T was to go to, for I
was conducted into the great cabin, filled with sailorg, who smelled
0 horribly of brandy, and in some instances too had been tasting
it to such an extent that I was soon glad to go back to the deck
and endure rather the fury of theelements than their company.
The next day the Caueasian mountains had disappeared, #hd
the thick forests had given place to great open spaces® but wind
and storm and rain continued wnabated. Fortunately for me,
Lhowever, there was an Englishman on board, a My, Platts, the
engineer of the steamer, who now presented himself to me, offered

me the half of his cabin during the day, and then made interest for-

me with one of the offictrs, and got me a small one for myself, near

r'
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that of the sailors, indeed, but separated from them by a door. I
was very gratetul to both for this kindness, and it was so much
the more deserving of gratitude as T was astranger, and there were
at least half a dozen Russian officers for whon no accomnodidtion
had been found, and who had to cneamp on the deck.

4bhe next night was a dreadful one. One of the sailors, who
had eaten his supper with a good appetite, appearing perfectly
well, was suddenly attackpd by the cholera.. Iis cries and groans
went to my heart, and I fled again to the deck to escape from them s
but the violent rain and the picreing cold were scarcely more
bearable, I had rothing but my ecloak to protect me, and it was
almost immediately wet through ; my tecth chattered, the frost
secmed to penetrate quite through me, and I had ne® resource but
to return to the cabin, hold my cars closed, and pass the remainder
of the night by the dying man. Ie died in the course of eight
hours, notwithstanding all that could be done for humn; and in the
morning, when we stopped at Bschada, the body was wrapped in
saileloth and sent away, the eause of his death being kept care
fully concealed from the rest of the passengers on board. The
cabin was then well washed with vinegar, scoured, and no second
case occurred. It was certainly not surprising that there should
be illness on board, but I should have cxpected that 1t would have
appeared among the poor soldiers, who Iy day and night upon the
deek, had no other food than dry black bread, and were not even
provided with cloaks or covering, I saw many of them, dripping
wet and half frozen, gnawing a picce of dry bread.  In winter the
sca is so rough that they are often for days together opposite a
station without heing able to reach it, and the voyage~ée Kertsch
will last frequently twenty days, It is really wonderful if they
reach the place of their destination alive, for on the Russian
system there i3 nothing done for the comfort of the common sol-
dier. The sailors arc a little better off; they get at least brandy
with their bread, and a little megt, and twice a day a sort of cab-
bage sosip called bartsch.

The numder of officers, with their wives and children, on the
deck, inereased at every station, and very few were landed. The
- deck was con®equently soon so enenmbered with houschold goods,
a8 well as chests, trunks, or boxes of all kinds, that I could find
no ther place to it down thanon a pile of these cffeets. The ship
was a complete camp, b

d &
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In fine weather all this life and bustle was amusing, for every
one looked cheerful and contented, and as if they all belonged to
one family ; but when the rain came down, or & heavy sea washed
over our deck, then there was crying and lamentatipn--“Oh! my
flour will be quite spoiled !” “ Ah! how can I protect my sugar?”
Here was a woman mourning for her spoiled bonnet, and there
another for her husband’s damaged uniform. At some of the sta-
tions we took up sick soldiers, to carry them to the hospital at
Kertsch, not so much that they might be better taken carc of as
for the sake of security, as all the villages, from Redout-IKalé to
Anapka, are lable to the incursions of the Circassians, who burst
unexpectedly from the mountains and plunder and murder all in
their way. N®t very long ago they got a cannon, and fired upon
a Rugsian stcamer.

The poor sick men were laid upon the deck, and all the care
that was taken of them was, that a sail was spread so as to shelter
them from the wind on two sides ; but when it rained heavily, the
water streamed in upon them from all quarters, so that they soon
lay quite in the wet.

After passing Anapka the shore no longer prescnted the beau-
tiful variety of wooded hills and mountains, but the dreary
monotony, of the steppe, but I was amused by an ineident that
occurred to-day. Our captain perceived a vessel lying quietly at
anchor in a little bay, and immediately, stopping the steamer, sent
out an officer to see what 1t was doing. This was not surprising,
for in Russia they would like, if they counld, to prohibit so much as
_a foreign fly from crossing the frontier ; but wlen the officer
cameap +ewthe ship, he did not attempt to board, or require that
papers should be shown to him ; he merely bawled to the captain
to ask what he was domng there, The other answered that he had
been detained by contrary winds, that he had been compelled to
cast anchor, that when he got 2 wind he was going to so-and-so ;
and with this answer the officey returncd quite contented, which
secmed to me much ag if you were to stop a suspected pewsor? in
the street, and ask him to tell you whether he reaily wis an honest
man or a rogue, accepting his own assurance as sufficient proof,

September 23d.—Another wet and stormy nignt! How I
pitied the poor sick, and even the lealthy, who were on deck

exposed to this weather! Towards noon we Yeached Kertych,
LY

s
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The town lits in a semicirele on the shore, and looks very well
from the sea. Behind it rises the Hill of Mithridates, and on it,
higher than the town, lies the museum, in the style of a Greek
temple, with columns all round. The summit of the hill termi-
nates 1n beautiful rocky peaks, amidst which lie obelisks and
monuments belonging to an ancient cemetery. Around the town
the steppe is covered with fwmwli, which contain memorials of
bygone ages. The town of Kertsch is now considered the capital
of the government of Tauria, and has a population of 12,000, a
securg harbour, and a tolerably important trade, The streets are
broad, and furnished with side pavements for foot passengers; and
on the two squares there is a great deal of lively bustle on Sundays
and holidays, as a market is then held of all possifle articles, but
chiefly eatables. But the rudeness and coarseness of the common
people was very striking to me; I heard nothing but screaming,
scolding, and cursing.

The Mithridates Hill, the only public walk, is provided with
stately flights of steps and abundance of winding paths. It is
about 500 feet high, and must have served the ancients as a bury-
ing place, for wherever the upper soil has been, washed away
sarcophagt are discovered. From its summit the prospect is
almost boundless, but very unattractive, for on threg sides is
nothing but the dreary, treeless steppe, whose monotony is only
broken by the many grave hillocks before mentioned; on the
fourth, indeed, is the sca, which always has its charms, and here so
much the more as you seec at the same time the Black Sea and the
Sea of Asoph. There were, too, many ships in the roads, thuuggn
by no means the five orsix hundred that I had rcad™»® in"hews-
papers.

On my return from visiting this hill T went to the Museum
which consists of a single saloon, containing some interesting,
antignities from the tumuli 5 but all that was most valuable has
been sent to Petersburg.  The gtatpes, though damaged, indicate
& Nigle degree of art; and one sarcophagus, in white marble, is
covered with exquisite reliefs—espeeially a figure in the form of
an angel, holding two garlands of fruit# and flowers above his
head. On the Hd are two figures in a recumbent position, the
heads of which are wanting ; but the bodies, the attitude and the
dmperics are all masterly. Another wooden sarcophagus shows
oreat sk#l in the arts of wood earvine and tarnine.
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A collection of earthen pots, lamps, and vessels for water re-
minded me vividly of tliose I had scen in the Museum of Naples.
The pots are burnt and painted in the same manner as those dug
up from Herculaneum and Pompeii.  The water pitchers havetwo
handles, and are so pointed at the bottom that they cannot stand
_without being supported against something ; in Persia, pitehers
of this form are still in use. ‘There®werc some coarsely made
gold ornaments, bracelets, rings, and crowns of wreaths of laurel
leaves 3 copper chains and kettles ; and ugly caricature faces in
plaster of paris; besides fincly executed coins and ornanments that
seemed to have been used for the outsides of houses,  On some of
the eoins 1 saw remarkably beautiful impressions. |

The tumuli®are monuments of a very peculiar kind, They
consist of passages sixty feet long, fourteen feet broad, and twenty-
five feet high, and built with long thick slabs of stone, and with a

very small chhmber at the end, of a long shape, and the walls of
which, like thosc of the passage, incline together towards the top.
" Tt appears that when the sarcophagus was deposited in its place the
whole monument was covered with earth,  The fine marble sarco-
pharus now in the British Museum was taken from a tomb near
the Quarantine Building, and is considercd to be that of King
Bentik., -

Most of the monuments have beet already opened by the Turks,
and the remainder by the Rassians, and they have found many ot
the bodies with golden crowns and trinkets as well as coins,

September 26th was a great religious festival for the Russians;

.and the people brought bread, pastry, fruit, and so forth as offer-
ings fo {iC"®hareh, which were all laid wp at first in a heap In &
corner ; but after the serviee the pricst blessed them, and then
gave o fow small fragments to the poor who smrroundegd him ; ‘but
the greater part he had packed up in baskets and sent $0 his own
ahode, |

In the afternoon almost the whole population turned towards
the cemetery, whither the common people also took pro~isi®ns
which were blessed by the priest, but consumed with®right good
will by themselves, * o

Among the people I saw but few in the genuine Russian 0s-
sume, which, for both men and women, consists of a long wide
garment of blue cloth; and for the former, low felt hats wi
Leaad hrims. | -

r
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The next'point of my jonrney was Odessa, to which I had two
ways ta choose between. ' The land route promised much that was
beauti{ul and intercsting ; but that by sea offered the inducement
that I should eseape go much of the Russian post roads, and this
was to me irresistible,

On the day following that on which I left Kertsch tho steamer
arrived at a village called®Yalta in the Crimea, where it was to
stay four and twenty lwurs, and ] cmploved this time for an
excursion to Alapka, onc of the estates of Prince Woronzoff,
and celebrated for a castle which is one of the sights of the penin-
sula. Fhe road led over low hills close to the sea-shore, and
through a beauntiful natural park, in which only here and there
the helping hand of man had been called in. Amdéng groves and
woods, vineyards and gardens, open glades and slopes, lie clegant
villas and castles belonging to the Russian nobility, and so lovely
8 seene 1s presented to the eye that one could almost think only
happiness and concord could find admittance into it,

The first of these charming abodes that strikes the oye is that
of Count Leo Potocki, lying close to the Sea-shore, and remarkable
for its extent rather than its beauty, It was intended to serve the
IKmpress of Russia as a bathing-place, but has not yet been used
as such. Then comes the extremely pretty seat of the Princess
Mirzewski, in the midst of a superb park, and commanding a
aorand view of sca and mountain ; and then the villa of the Princess
Gallitzin, built 8o entirely in the Gothie style that one takes it at
first for a church, and looks about for the town belonging to it.

After going about thirteen wersts, the road turns to the right
round a stony hill, and the princely castle of Worles{T ®omos
into view-in all its extent. Its aspect is however not so striking
as I had expected, perhaps becanse the freestone of which it is
built 1swof exactly the same colonr as that of the surrounding
rocks ; when it comes to be encireled by a fine park it will appear -
to more advantage. There is a §ne garden now, but every thing
is Stil® too young, though the head gardener, Mr. Kebach, a
German, i3 it must be owned, a master in his art. |

The castle is built in the Moorish-Grothic style, full of towers
and turrets, and battlemented walls and points and corners. The

« principal front is turned towards the seca, and two lions of Carrara,
méwble, by the hand of a celebrated artist, liec reposing at the tep
of a maoshificent flicht of steps that descentls to the beach.,
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The interior arrangements remind you of the enchiunted palaces
of the Arabian tales; for what the whole world can produce in
costly stuffs, precious woods, and choice workmanship is here to
be scen in its perfection.

'There are state apartmenis in the Chinese, Persian, Indian, and
European styles, and a garden saloon which is probably unique in
its Kkind, for it not only confainsg thé most beautiful and rare
Howers, but even the highest trees,  Pahns with their vieh erowns
of leaves rear their majestic heads, intertwining foliage decks the
walls, and flowers and blozsoms spring up on every side, while the
purc air 13 perfumed with their fragrant breath, and soft swelling
divans stand half hidden in leafy bowers ; every thing, in short, is
combined to produce the most enchanting impression on the senses.
The proprictor of this tairy palace, Prince Woronzoff, was, unfor-
tunately absent. I had letters to him, and should have been
glad to have made his acquaintance, for I heard him spoken of
everywhere, by rich and poor, as a most just, noble-minded, and
benevolent man. They endeavoured to make me await his return,
saying he was only gone for a few days to a neighbouring estate,
but my time was too short to allow of my accepting the invitation.

In the neighbourhood of the castle lies a Tatar village, of
which there are many in the Crimea. They are distinguished
by their flat roofs covered with carth, which are more used by the
inhabitants than the interior of the houses, for they do all their
work upon the housetop, and when they have done it remain and
pass the night upon the same spot. The men are adopting more

<and more the Russian costume, but the women still dress in the
oriental st9¥€, though they do not veil their faces. T have nowhere
clse scen vineyards so beautifully planted and kept so clean as
here. The grapes are sweet and full flavoured, the wine light
and good, and perfectly adapted to the making champagne which
15 1Indced often done. In the I’rince Woronzoff's vineyards there
are above a hundred differcnt, spagies of grapes.

When I returned to Yalta I found I had above two Imur® to
walt, as the Russian gentlemen with whom I was to §o on board
the steamer had not yet finished their drinking bout, and when
at length they arrived one of them was so excesswefy drunk that

. he muld not stand, and was dragged by two others to the shore.,
- Here we found the stmmm buat waiting, but the sailors saik it
was for the captain. and refused to tuke us. Tt hecame :opnaeary



EWROPEAN RUSKTA. 261
; _

therefore to“hire g bﬂﬂt,hfnr which twenty stlver copcks was de-
manded.

The gentlemen did not know that, though I could not speak
Russian, ¥ understood it, and onc of them said in a half whisper
to the other, “I have no money about me, let zhe woman pay,”
and thercupon the other turncd to me, and sald, in the French
language, ‘““the share thit you have to pay is twenty silver
copeks.”  These were persons who <onsidered themselves gentle-
men in Russia ! -

Sept. 29th.—To-day we stopped at the fine and strong fortress
of Sevastopol. The fortifications lie partly at the entrance of the
harbour and partly within it. The harbour itself Js encircled by

hills, and is one of the most secure in the world, and so deep that

the largest ships of war can come close up to the quays ; these,
as well as the sluices, docks, &e., arc all built in a style of profuse
grandeur and magnificence. The greatest bustle and activity
reigned in all parts of them, and thousands of hands were busied
in all kinds of work. Among the labourcrs I was shown many
Polish nobles, who have been sent here as a punishment for the
last cffort (that of 1831) made to free themselves from the
Russian yoke,

The fortifications and barracks arc capable of contaiming thirty
thousand men. The town is of very retent origin, and lies on
a naked and desolatc chain of hills. Among the buildings the
Gregk Church strikes the eye first, as it lies quite alone on a hill,

and 1s 'built in the style of a Greck temple. The library ig -
highest, a good allegory if it were not u mere accident. Thepe

18 also a very handsome open hall surrounded by cnﬁfmn‘a: from
which a fine flight of steps leads down to the sca-shore, and forms
& very convenient landing place; and, as in all new Russian towns,
the streets are broad and clean,

In two days from Sevastopol we reached Odegsa, which has =
very handsome appearance from® the sea, as it lies high, and its
redily Mne buildings, the palace of Prince Woronzoff, the govern-
ment officed, several large barracks, and stately private houses,
can be seen 2% 2 glance. The environs are flat and naked, but
the numerous gardens and avenues of trees give the town a
pleasant aspect, further animated by the forest of masts in the

hambour. The greater part, however, lig not here but in- the
quﬂirﬂrnt‘mﬂ hﬂ-rbﬂlll': for nll vegaales mama o Boamee oo . VL

A
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Turkish dominions have to submit tora fortnight™ quarantine,

whether any infectious disease has prevailed in them or not.
Odessa is the capital of the government of Cherson, and by its
position on the Black Sea and at the mouths of the rivers Dniester
and Dnieper, is one of the most important commercial eities of ,
Russia. In the year 1817 it was declared a free port.*  Most
of the merit of its rapid rise and ptesent prosperity 1s com-
monly attributed to the Dulke of Riclickien, who, after making in
the emigrant corps several campaigns against lis native country,
was, in 1803, appointed to the governorship of Cherson. On his
entering on lis office it contained scarcely 5,000 inhabitants; hut
under his administration it rapidly rose to nearly its present
populatton off 80,000. In acknowledgment of his services his
name has been conferred on many of the finest streets, and his
statue in bronze is the ornament of a beautiful public walk,
planted with trees and commanding a view of the sca. From this
boulevard broad flichts of steps lead down to the beach; at one
end of it lies the Exchange, a building in the Italian style, and
surrounded by a garden; and not far oft is the Academy of the
Fine Arts. The theatre, with its beautiful portico, promises more
than its interior fulfils; and next the theatre you find the Palais
Royal, with its rows of handsome shops containing abundance of
costly goods, but not so tastefully arranged as they might be, In
the interior of the town lies what is called the Crown Guarden,
which, though neither large nor fine, aflfords recreation to the
inhabitants, who assemble there in great numbers on Sundays and
~holidays to listen to o band of music that plays under a tent in
symmer and ina simple pavilion in winter, Among the churches
the Russian Cathedral is most worthy of notice. If has a high
vaulted nave, resting on strong pillars, covered with a potished
white substance that resembles marble ; and the decorations in
pictures, chandeliers, candlesticks, &e. are rich, though not artisti-
~cally managed.  This was the fimt chureh in which I saw stoves,
and it was really necessary, for the approaching winfer $as
beginning to make itself keenly felt. T had not scerf an autumn
for several years, and it made o mourntul impressi'ﬂ;n on me, 1

A
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r % QOdessa is not a perfectly free port, but merchandize is liable to only a {Mth «
of the duty it would pay irllr any other Russian port, and this fifth 15 givaf to
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.
could almost 1}1&% envied ithe dwellers in warm climates, with all
the sufferings occasioned by heat. Y was not likely, however, o,
f®%! much inconvenience from cold in Odessa, for it was my
intention to leave it as soon as I possibly eould; but it is as

" difficult to obtain leave to get out of the Russian territories as to

-~ get into them. You arc required to change again the passport
obtained at your entrance yeach operation costing you two silver,
rubles ; and, besides this, the traveller must have his name, and
-his intention of leaving the .city, announced three times in the
papers, in case he ghould have any creditors whom he might leave
unpaid. These announcements take up at least cight days, and
in many cases two or threec woeks; and the only way of escaping
the delay, let your business be ever so pressing, i to find some

. one who will be bail for you. This service was rendered to me
by our Austrian consul, M. Gutenthal; and joyfully did I, on the
2d ot October, bid farewell to the dominions of his Imperial
Majesty the Emperor of all the. Russias. "

CONSTANTINOPLE AND ATHENS.

Constantinople,~Changes—Conflagrations.—Journey to Gresce.—~The Qua-
rantine i Egina.—A Day at Athens.—Callimachi.—The Isthmusg.—
Patras.—Corfu. ?

I wap rejoiced at leaving Russia; but I was still on board a

Russian ship, and my good friends had resolved that I should not

be too tenderly treated, lest the parting might be quite too hard

for me, The night was mild and warm, and I had taken refuge
from the close steaming cabin on the deck, and was lying.wrapped™
in my cloak not far from the stecrsman, and had nearly fallen
asleep, when I was awakened by a kick from one of the sailors,
who desired me to leave the place. I thanked him for his delicate
mode of giving the hint, but declined complying with it, and
remained wherc I was. Among the passengers were six English
sailoss, grho had been taking a new ship to Odessa, and were now,
returning tos their own country. I quite won their hearts by
talking occasionally with them ; and when they noticed that I had.
no feiend wii® me, they asked me whether I knew enough of

Turkish to be able to make any agreement with the boatmen, &c

‘thql we got to Constantinople. On my confessing T did not, they >

offered to gnanage every thing for me,if I liked to land with them*
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When we got into the boat, on our arriyal, 8 custori-house officer
eame in after us, in order to examine {{13 tluggage, and. fo expe-
dite his movements I slipped some money into his hand; hus
when we got to shore the English sailors would not allow me to
contribute any thing to the expenses of the boat, as they said 1
had paid the custom-house officer for all ; and I saw that I should -
really offend them if I persisted in off€ring it. These were com-
mon English sailors ; and the three I.mentioned at Yalta were
Russian gentlemen. -

As T have already described the entrance to the Bosphorus,
and what is most remarkable in Constantinople, in my “ Voyage
to the Holy Land,” I will not dwell much on the subject new. I
went immediftely to my good Mrs. Balbiani, but found, to my great
regret, that she had left Constantinople, and given up her hotel ; and
1 was recommended to that of the Four Nations, kept by a gossip-
ping Frenchwoman, who was perpetually singing the praises of
her servants, her cook, and her whole estabishment; but I be-
lieve few travellers will be inclined to join in the chorus, She
charges also four florins a day, and adds in besides a number of
“ pour botres,” to make up the account.

Some changes had taken place since I was last here. A new
handsomg wooden bridge had been thrown over the Golden Horn,
the beautiful palace of the Russian embassy was finished, and the
Oriental women did not go 8o closely veiled as on my first visit to
Constantingple. Some indeed wore such thin veils that the form
of the face could be scen through them ; others had only the fore-

head and chin covered, leaving eyes, nos¢, and checks openly to
be sfen.™The suburb of Pera had a very desolate appearance, for
there had been several conflagraiions in it, and their number was
increased by two more in the three days of my stay.

These two were what are called little fires, since only thirty
houses were destroyed by one, and only & hundred and thirty
houses, shops, and huts by the osher. In general, the numbers on
these occasions are reckoned by thousands, . *

The first fire broke out in the evening, while we wele at dinner;
and one of the guests offered to take me to if, thinking, that, if' I
had not yet witnessed such a spectacle, it would interest me. Lhe’

. scene of the occurrence was at & considerable distance from ourg
abode ; but we had not gone s hundred yards before we found #ur-
gelves in a erowd of neoble. who all carried paner lanter®s, so that
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the streets ' ‘ere complesely lighted.* All were running, and
bawling s« %oud as tﬂ .ould. The people in the houses tore
open their windows to"ask the amount of their own danger, and
.. watehed with fear and trembling the reflection of the flames on
. the sky. KEver and anon a loud “ Guarda! Guarda!” resounded
" through the street, and four men bearing a small water engine,
and skins of water on thefr shoulders, came rushing along, over-
turning everything in thejr way.t Behind them came foot and
~horse soldiers, and pachas, with their train of attendants, to urge
the people to exertion ; but commonly all their efforts are in vain,
The fire finds ample nourishment in the wooden and oil-painted
houses, and runs with incredible rapidity along whole lines of
streets, till it is stopped by some garden or empty*space. Very
. often a thousand houses are destroyed at once, and the unhappy
occupants can barely escape with their lives. Those living farther
off the danger Lustily pack up their goods, and hold themselves in
readiness for instant flight. Thieves too, as may be supposed, are
not 1nactive at such times; and only too often the poor burnt-out
people lose again, in the throng and tumult, the few things that
they have been able to save.

The second fire broke out in the middle of the night, when we
were all asleep ; but the fire watchmen stormed through the streets,
striking with their iron bound staves upon the doors, and scream-
ing till everybedy was broad awake,

1 sprang from my bed in & fright, ran to the window, and
looked out in the direction where the sky was reddened by the
fire; but in 2 few hours the glow had faded from the sky, and the
noise was hushed. They are now beginning to build Stexe 2=uses,
not only in Pera but even in Constantinople.

On leaving the Turkish eapital I went to Smyrna, and afterwards
passed through the Grecian Archipelago; but as precisely the
game route i8 described in my former work, before referred to,
1 shall pass at once to Greece, where I arrived on the 10th of
Ocwbe .

Sailing nuar the coast, we first caught sight of a lofty promontory

e

% The streets of Constantinople are not lit, and whoever goes sbout without
. a Jantern is regarded as a suspicious person, ]
“.On aceount of the unevenness of the streets, and their being often full of
holes, it weuld be impossible to use horse engines, -

.
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on which stood twelve great pillars, ths remains o a temple of
Minerva, and we soon neared the hill o1 vyghich lios 1xa-glorious
Aéropolis. I was glowing with an enthusthstic longing fto tread’
the soil, which, after that of Rome and Jerusalem, 1s the most
remarkable and interesting in the world. How cagerly my eyes
sought the eity of Athens, which lies on the same spot as the one
6f old renown ; but a hill concealed it from my view, and before
1 could have any chance of seeing it we had to go out agnin, and
sail for Kegina, where we were compelled to go into quarantine for
twelve days, for fear we might bring cholera. Had the lear been:
of plague it wonld have been for three weeks. |
It was quite dark when we reached the island, and the steamer
lowered a bout, and sent us ashore. DBut neither porters nor
waiters wero to he seen who could lend us any assistance, and we
were obliged to drag along our trunks, boxes, and portmanteaus
as well ag we could ourselves to the quarantine building, where
they at length put us into a small empty room, but did not even
allow us a light, Fortunately I had in my pocket a wax taper,
which T cut into pieces, and distributed amongst my companions,
by which a little relief was atforded and on the following morn-
ing we were informed of the quarantine arrangements; a soail
perfectly empty room was rated at three drachmas (about ls. 9d.)
g day, and three shillings was charged for board. A small fee to
the doctor on our arrival, and another on our departure; and addi-
tional charges were made for water, attendance, for every separate
article of farniture, and for small matters innumerable. o
I cannot-conceive how this system can be permitted in an insti-
tutiorroamblished for the sake of public health, and whieh the
poorest cannot escape, and where, consequently, they must suffer
more privations than they do at home, They cdnnot even allow
themselves a warm meal, for it costs five or six times what 1t would
do any where else in the country. Some mechanics who came in
our steamer lived the whole twelve days on bread, cheesc, and drigd
ﬁgB. | | - -~
" What was worse, these men, snd a servant girl, wore put all
into the same room, and after a few days the poor thing begged
me for God's sake to take her into mine, as their behaViour towaids
her was extremely improper. What & situation wonld she have
beon in had not a woman been accidentally among the passenge>s,
or if T had refused her request! Is it not injury enough, too, fo
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8 poor pery a-to keep item all this time ina state of enforced
idleness~—chout expoging them also to extortion and ill-treatment ?

On the second day of our guarantine our cage was opened a
little, and we were allowed to promenade within an enclosed space
about 150 paces Jong. On the fourth day we were allowed
to fiy o little farther, as it might be, at the end of a string ;
that is, under the superintcidence of a gnard, to visit a neighbour-
ing hill ;- and at length the joyful hour of frecdom arrived. We
had ordered, the evening before, a hoat, that was to take us early
in the morning to Athens ; but my fellow prisoners chose to cele-
brate their release at a tavern, so that it was eleven o'clock before
we set off, and then there was not a breath of wind to fill our sails,
the men had to take to the oars, and it was eght o'clock in
the evening before we at length landed at the Pireus, Our first
visit, of course, was to the health office, where the testimonies we
had brought with us from the quarantine at Egina were studied
with the deliberation due to such important documents, and there
was, unluckily, no one among us who could, by the distribution of
n few drachmas, render them more easily intelligible, We were
next requested to make a call at the police office ; but the police
office wns shut, and we were therefore forbidden to leave the
quarter that night. I went into a large handsome looking coffee-
house, to endeavour to find a lodging for the night, and I was con-
ducted into g room, of which half the windows were broken; but,
as the waiter observed, that was of no consequence, a8 one couid
close the shutters. The room did not in other respects lock so
very bad, and I went to bed ; but scarcely had I taken possession
of my couch than T discovered that it had already 30 mony oeLu-
pants that I could not think of intruding. I betook mysell to the
sofa; but there, alas! the population was no less numerons, and I
had finally to pass the rcmainder of the night on a chair.

T had been told before of the condition of the inns at the Piraeus,
and warned not to pass a night there; but the police rEgulﬂ,tmns
16t v no -hance. _

The distance from the harbour of the Pireeus to Athens is six
miles, and the road leads between noted hills and plantations of
ofives. The Acr opolis remains constantly in sight ; but the town
of Athens does not come inte view till later. I had proposed to
yself to stay at least eight days there ; but I had scarcely alighted
before I was met by the news of the OctJiber revolution of Vienna.
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The February revolution of Paris I had; heard of at gombay, and
subsequent events at.Tabreez and Te lis ; but no 1.>~=a_had so
completely taken away my breath as this, I knew, too, that my
family was in Vienna, and I had not heard from them; and had it
been "possible I would gladly have set off to them that very
moment. Fate had really played me a cruel trick. There had I
been kept twelve days in quarantine, lenging to tread the classic
soil of Gireece, and now that I was free ta do so the ground seemed
to burn bencath my feet. The steamer did not, however, start till #
the following day ; so, in order to pass away the time, I engaged 2
cicerone to take me to all the most remarkable places.

| The original city lay on a rocky hill in the middle of a plain, which
consequently Fecame covered with buildings. The upper port was
called the Acropolis ; the lower, the Katopolis. Now there is
nothing left but a part of the fortress, the renowned Acropolis, on
the hill which boasted the finest works of Athenian art. Its prin-
cipal ornament was the Temple of Minerva, the Parthenon, which
still, in its remaining fragments, is the admiration of the world. It
was 215 feet long, 97 broad, and 70 feet high; and here stood the
gold and ivory statue of Minerva, by Phidias. Fifty-five columns
yet remain of the entrance to the temple, and some enormous
blocks of marble resting upon them. Of the Temple of Neptunas
some beautiful fragments are still to be seen, and it is easy to
make out the cirenit of the amphitheatre. Qutside the Acropolis -
lie the temples of ‘Theseus and of the Olympian J upiter ; one on
the north and the other on the south side. The first is of Doric
structure, and surrounded with thirty-six fine pillars, and the
eaploite-of Theseus are represented in magnificent reliefs upen the
metope. The interior is full of beautiful sculptures, most of which,
however, have been taken from other temples, and merely placed
here, OQutside the temple stand several marble seats, brought
from the neighbouring Areopagus. Of this nothing more is left
than a chamber hewn in the rock, to which a flight of steps
also cut in the rock, leads, Uf the Temple of J upi-er Ol-mpus
enough of the foundation wall is left to show its prop drtions, as
well a8 sixteen magnificent golumns of fifty-eight feet in height,
This temple, which was completed by Hadrian, was the .nost supern
building in Athens. The exterior was adorned with 120 fluted
- columns 59 feet in height and six feet in diameter, and all thres
temples were built of the purest white marble. Not far from the
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- Areopagus is the Pnyx, vhere the free people of Athens were
accustome "y debate ; but 1ll that remains of it is the rostrum for
the orawors, and the seats for the clerk, which are cut out of the
rock. 'What men have stood and spoken from that spot! And
~not far off is the rocky prison where Socrates drank the poison:
"In the new city of Athens there is nothing to be seen of the anti-
quities but the Temple of the Winds, sometimes called the

+ ¢ Lantern of Diogenes,” a small octagonal temple, with fine sculp-
ures, and the monument of Liysicrates, consisting of little more
than a pedestal, some columns, and a dome of Corinthian architec-
ture. Tliere are a considerable number of houses in modern
Afhens, but most of them small and insignificant, though the
country houses are pretty, and surrounded by tas*2ful gardens,
The royal palace, of course a quite new building, is of dazzling
white marble, and built in the form of a large quadrangle, but
without any ornament, and its great walls look =0 naked that even
the splendid milk white of the marble produces no effect, and it is
not till you come quite close that you perceive what costly material
has been employed in its construction. I was sorry to see such a
building on & soil rendered classic, as much by its treasures of arts as
by its heroic men. The marble for this, as well as for the glorious
edifices on the Acropolis, has been taken from the quarries of the
Pentelicon; yet they are still so rich that whole cities might be
built out of them. | |

As it was Sunday, and a beautiful day, I had the advantage of
seeing the whole beau-monde of Athens, and even the court itself,
assembled on the public walk, Thig consists merely of an avenue
of trees, at the end of which is & wooden pavilion, and_it ha,
neither lawns nor flower-beds to adorn it. Every Sunday a mili-
tary band plays from five to six o'clock, and the king rides or
drives about with his wife, to show himself to the people. 'This
time he camo in an open carriage, drawn by four horses; and
though his wife wore the ordinary French costume, he himself had
asstne” the € .reek, or rather Albanian, which is one of the hand-

- somest that :an be seen. It consists of a full white tunie, from the
hip to the knee ; a closely-fitting waistcoat of coloured stuff, with-
ouv sleeves ; and over that a jacket of fine red, blue, or brown
~cloth, with the sleeves left open to display a silk shirt, and the

. wkole profusely decorated with buttons, clasps of gold or silver

© &e., cords, rings, and tassels, On the hea is a scarlet fez, with a
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blue silk tassel, and the shoes arc most.y of red mc qch. Of the
- “women, few wear the Greek dress, ane. even when t."~do it has
lost much of its original character. The pmumpal rarment is a
French dress, open at the bosom, and over it a closely-fitting-
jacket, also open, and the sleeves ‘of which are wide, and sOme~-
thing shorter than those of the dress. On the head t‘**-y wear f
11tt1e fez, wound round with pink or other cﬂlaured t:tmpe, or gﬂld
..md silver embroidered muslin,
I left Athens on the small steamer, of aeventy-hﬂrse power, thT
“Baron Kubeck,” which was going to Callimachi, on the Isthmus
of Corinth; and T much regretted, when we arri‘ve_d there, to be
compelled to change to another, for the eaptain, Mr, Luitenbdrg,
was one of tle most obliging whom I had ever met with,
The village of Callimachi has not many attractions. Its few houses-
only date from the establishment of stcam eommunications, and
the high mountains on which it leans are for the most part barren,
or covered only with low brushwood. We took a fow walks upon
the isthmus, and climbed some small heights, whence you look
down from one side on the Gulif of Lepanto, and on the other on
the Egcan Sea. Before us rose far above its compeers the mighty
mountain of Akro-Corinth, the summit of which is crowned by a
fortress, in good preservation, used by the Turks in:the last war.
The once world-renowned ¢ity of Corinth, which gave its name to so
many of the appliances of wealth and luxury in the interior of the
Byzantine palaces, has sunk into a littlo town of scarcely 1,000
souls, which lies at the foot of the mountain, among vineyards
and gardena and owes its place in the world’s estimation to a
T ninglc w=4icie of commerce—its small dried grapes, commonly
known in England as currants. |

No town in Greece possessed so many costly statues of marble
and bronze as Corinth ; and here, on this isthmus, which consists
of a narrow gently-sloping mountain ridge, formerly, in groat part,
covered with groves, stood the magnificent temple of Nepttine,
and here were celebrated the Isthmian games. Tow 5w can
a country and a nation sink from what it once was. G reece, which
once held the foremost place in all the earth, is now oecupied L by
one of the last. I was told I could not think, in Greecs, of trusting
myself alone with a guide, as T had done in other countries ; that.
I must by no means ¥enture far from the harbour, and must Iﬂké:
a point of returnine t¢ the stegmer af twilicht, . We' ha? to ledve
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it howevet it two days, : nd cross the isthmus, which 1z at this
part abouf ¥ ce miles in width. - |

o arachi, on the other side, we found the steamer Hellenos,

‘and the following day reached Patras, a town which before the
~preaking out of the Greek revolution in 1821 had 20,000 inhabi-
‘tants, but now has only 7000, It was formerly an important
commerc. ' town, and is protected by three forts; two at the
entrance to the harbour, and one on a hill above the town. The
streets are narrow and dirty; but the country round is better
cultivated than any I have yet seen in Greece, and is rich in vine-
yards, ficlds, and meadows. The size and beauty of the grapes
tcmpted me to buy some; but I found them so hard,.dry, and
tasteless, that I could not even venture to offer them to one of the
“ship boys, but threw them into the sea. |

The next stop we made was at Corfu, at the entrance to the
Adriatic.  The town (since 1815 under the protection of the
English) lies in a much finer and more fertile country than that
of Patras, and is defended by two bold romantic rocks, with strong
fortifications. On one of them is also a telegraph and a light-
house. Both are surrounded with moats, crossed by drawbridges ;
and the whole island is rich in groves of olive and orange {recs.
At the entrance to the town is a large covered stone hall, on one
side of which the Dbutchers, and on the other the fish-nongers,
expose their wares ; and on the open space before it are laid out
the choicest vegetables and most tempting fruits. There are
many handsome houses and streets, though some of the bye ones
arc astonishingly crooked, and by no means too clean; and there
is a pretty theatre, which, from the character of the.stone figures
upon it, has certainly at some time served as a church, “Lhe prin-
cipal square, where the palace of the English goverpar stands, is
very fine, being planted with avenues of trees, and having one side
open to the sea. .

The celebrated church of Spiridion contains many fine oil
patatings; b its chicf attraction s a little dark chapel in the
back grour’, where, in a silver sarcophagus, rest the remains of
the saint who is held in high veneration by the Ionians. This
ckzoel is co~stantly filled with devout visitors, who press many

" fervent kisses on the marbie.
" .On the 29th of October I once more came in sight of the
low mountains of Dalmatia; and on the. 30th, at break of day,
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landed at ‘['ricste, whence I hurried i1 a.post-che se to Yienna;
but the city had just been taken by sto 'm, and no on “agas allowed
to enter it. In the most painful anxiety I waited bef:h
4th of November ; and when I had found all my family safe and
well, returned thanks to God for their safety, and for the wonddiful
protection which had been granted me through so many perils,
and I thought with renewed gratitudeof the many kind * arts that
had lightened for me so often the touls and hardships. of my
pilgrimage. - . -

My readers I can only entreat to pass a mild judgment on g
little book which professes but to describe in the simplest manner
what I have myself seen, felt, and experienced, and has no claim
on their attepgion but that of truth, “

LONDOX @
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