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LETTER XIIL

Kafbmire, 1783,

IT 1s now ncceflary to call your attention,

already burthened, I fear, with no very pleafant matter, to the
{ubjet of Kafhmire, and endeavour to defcribe the natural beau-
ties of.a valley, which perhaps, ftands unparalleled for its air,
{oil, and a picturefque variety of landfcape.

Tur northern path of the Bannaul hill, mentioned in my laft
letter, is ab;ut one mile and a half {horter, than that of the
{fouthern fide, not that this difference arifes from the level of the
low lands of Bannaul and Kafhmire, but from the greater de-

Vor. II. A clivity



3 FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

clivity of the fouthern face of the hill,  Yet it is cvident, from
the precipitated current of the rivers of this quarter of India, that
the valley of Kafhmire is confiderably more elevated than the
Punjab plains. This height of fituation, {urrounded alfo by
mountams, whofe lofty fummits are covered with fnow, during a
great part of the year, imparts a coldnefs to the air of Kalhmire,
which its immediate line of latitude would not otherwife poflefs,
VeerE Natdd ‘Wae &%tﬁhmﬁr% ﬁyﬁki}mc we halted at, within the

'#.4- e TRRT5
TG e

valley, where our party was ﬂr:nd:ly sxatdined? bt from the refpect
fhewn by all clafles of people to Zulphucar Khan, we were permltfumm
ted to pals untaxed and unmeolefted. - A rare ufage at a Kathmirian
cuftom-houfe! It fhould have been before noticed, that our
patron, from the lamenefs of his hand and a general *infirm
ftate of body, was obliged to travel in a litter; a Ipecies of

carriage different from any feen in the fouthern quarters of
India. The frame of four flight pieces of woodl, is about four

feet and a *Helf Tong, and three in breadth, with a bottom of cot-
ton lacing or {plit canes interwoven. Two ftout bamboo poles,
project three {eet, from the end of the frame and arc faftened to its

g

outward fides, by iron rings, The extremities of thefe bamboos
are loofely connected by folds of cords, into which 1s fixed, by
clofely twifting and binding at the centre, a thick pole, three fect
long; and by thefe central poles, the litter, or as it is here called,
the Sampan, 1s {upported on the fhoulders of four men. This

conveyance you will fee affords no fhelter againft any inclemency
of
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of weather, which is braved at all feafons by thefe men of the moun-
tains.

In the paflage of fome of the fteep hills the Khan was
obliged to walk, and it feemed to me furprifing, that the bearers
were able to carry the litter over them. The Kafhmirians, who
are the ordinary travellers of this road, ufe fandals made of ftraw
rope, as an approved defence of tQﬁil‘ feet, and to fave their fhoes.

On leaving Sumboo,-.J-4rad "heen advifed to adopt this practice,
but, my feet not being proof againft the rough collifion of the

ftraw, I foon became lame and threw off my fandals. From a
glaring deficiency of method, in the arrangement of my remarks,
I am often fearful that but faint traces of a general chain will be
exhibited. It is not that my ideas flow fo thick and firong, as, in
conﬁdencﬁ of their fnperiour excallancy, to conteran reﬁ:ri&imn or

ment, thc train c:»f thoughts leuch occur ; and it becomes ne-
ceflary I {ee to plead this excufe, for having fo abruptly dragged in
the ftory of the khan’s litter and my (traw thoes, when I (hould
have been laying before you fketches of this beautiful country,
which, in the language of Perfia, is called Kachmire be Nazeer,*
In the vicinity of Veere Naug is feen a torrent of water burfting
from the fide of a mountain with impetuous force, and imme.

Uﬂﬂquanﬁdl
A 2 diately



4 FORSTER'S TRAVLLS.

diately forming a confiderable flream, * which contributes, with
numerous other rivulets, to fertilize the valley of Kafhmire, On
the {pot, where this piece of water reaches the plain, a bafon of a
fquare form has been conftruéted, it is faid, by the emperor Je-
hanguir, for peceiving and difcharging the current; and the trees
of various kinds, which overfpread the borders of the bafon, at
once give an ornament to the fcene, and a giateful fhade to the
inhabitants of that §W#stery who, in the fummer feafon, make it
a place of common refort. o g s

The road from Veere Naug leads through a country, exhis
biting that ftore of Juxuriant imagery, which is preduced by a
happy difpofition of hill, dale, wood and water; and, that thefe
rare excellencies of nature might be difplayed in their fult glory,
it was the leafon of Ipring, when the trees, the apple, pear,
the peach, apricot, the cherry and mulberry bore a variegated
load of bloflom. Theye¢lufters: alfo, of the red and white rofe,
with an infinite clafs of flowering fhrubs, prefented a view fo
gayly decked, that no extraordinary warmth of imagination, was
required to fancy that 1 ftood, at leaft, on a province of fairy
land. Except the mulberry, I do not believe that this countiy
produces any fpecies of the fruits of India, and but few of its
vegetables ; fuch 1s the change effeCted within a fpace of two
degrees of latitude: this fudden revolution of climate cannot be

* It is called Vheit or Behat in the Kalhmitian language, and in the Sanferit, Vetuftah,

afcribed
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afcribed to the northern fituation of Kafhmire, which is little
more than two hundied miles from Lahore, where, many of the
fruits of fouthern India come to maturity, but to the furrounding
fnowy mountains, and an highly elevated land ; which the Hindoos

fay, though veiry widely, is three perpendicular miles higher than

the Punjab.
On the z6th of April, at BPurroo or Lurroo, a fmall but

very populous town, feven cofles from Bannaul, where our khan
and his fuite were hofpitably received by the chict, and lodged that

night at his houfe. Our entertainment, and the cordial behaviour
of the hoft, mdde us a general recompence for the fatigues of the
journey ; and I in an inftant, forgot the pains of my bruifed feet,
in the ®leafant comparifon between a commodious fhelter and the
boifterous weather of the mountains,

O the 27th, at ] fasmghad, five:coflgs £ Jargg ompe it
on the Tiorth Tide of the river Jalum, WHCH T HETe 19 gmg f rom
the mountains, or pcnetmtmg them in narrow c)pemngs. At this

placc the Jalum, over which a wooden bridge is built, is about cighty
yards acrofs, and {from the level furface of the country has a gentle
current. Our party, this evening, hired a boat to proceed to the
city, and had gone more than five miles, when a written order ar-
rived, in an evil hour, requining us to return and remain at Ifla~
amabad, until a pafiport fhould be obtained from the couwt, 'This
check infufed a general gloom, and rendered our fituation, already

confined and irkfome, almoft comfoitlefs, The boat, a very fmall
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one, was {cantily covered with a {lender mat, and the wmd, current,
and a heavy rain had fet in againft us, The rain continued incef-
fantly the whole night, and though my bedding was drenched with
water, I receivéd no dnjury from having lain on it feveral hours,
After exprefling my grateful acknowledgements to a hale conititu
tion, I am induced to afcribe a great fhare of the prevention of
ficknefs, on this as on other Qccaﬁons'to the frequent ufe of to-

- s'* s BRI F
bﬂc‘@b Wh 4 % Idﬂ. ﬁ Lit.@'n 1 S £ i) ~
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pmpexty of deﬁmdmg thf:

which, from the thick ranges of wood and hills, is tamtcd with -
~noxijous vapours, produces fevers.of a malignant. kind, and I am
promiptéd to attribute, the good health I enjoyed in thofe parts, to
the common habit of fmoking tabacco. .

- OuRr party was greatly furpuzed at the receipt of thm#yery une
{feafonable mandate, as we had during the, day, occupied one of

the moft public plaggs,of, the fomn,. mhete raall, of the principal

people vifited Zulphucar Khan, fﬂpphed him with provifions, and
were apprized of his intention to depart in the evening. But it
had been iffed I believe by the governor of the town, in refentment
of the khan’s not vifiting him; dnd operated with a quick force,
-on the minds of all the men, and even the children of Iﬂaanmbad,
who, but thé {hort day before, from treating us with a ftudied kind-
nels, would now pafs our quarters without a notice. In every region
of the earth, the lofs of power, nay the trivial crofles of life, too
often caufe the defertion of thofe, whom the language of the world

has
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has entitled "friends, but the averted looks of the prince arc evey
faithfully copied by the courtiers. The difgraced courtier of Afia,
or he againft whom the frown of the defpot fhall be pointed, be-
comes immediatly infefted, and all men, by intuitive knowledge, it
fhould feem, thun him, .A retreat is rarely made by an Afiatic
{tatefman, who ufually clofes his political career m a dungeon or
on .a fcaffold, S |

In Afia, the pf:inciip“lbs” of jﬁﬂ:ice, honor or patriotifm, as
they confer no fubftantial benefit, nor tend to elevate the cha-
rafter, are feldom feen to actuate the mind of the {fubject, who
is conftitutionally led to 'fix the tenure of life and property,
and fame, on. the will of his i)l*illce' Zulphucar Khan informs
me, that the chief of Kafhmire, though a youth, ftands in the
foremoft rank t::f tyrants, and that the exactions of a- I-Imdoc) cuf-

tom: not e ; vl e *ﬁ‘ areforgios “5" ﬁ; F‘“?%”‘“ M uhrw M @ o
ment. The one, hL fmd aﬂe&s a tmﬂmg portwn of PmPclt}’m

the other involves for-unc and life,

Two or three days after our arrival at Ilaamabad, the Dowan,
or principal office of the governor of Kathmire encamped in our
vicinity, and being acqu nted with Zulphucar Khan, obtained
permiffion for the procedure of our party to the city, It is here
neceffary to obferve, that no perfon, except by ftealth, can enter oy
‘depart from  Kafhmire without an order, marked with the feal of
government. The Dewan, attracted I {uppole by the appearance of
{o white a perfon, made fome enquiry into the naiure of my occu-

| p.tion
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pation and views. I told the old ftory of a turk travelling towards
his country, with the addition, that to avoid the Sicque territory,
I had taken the route of Kathmire, where I hoped to experience the
benefit of his proteftion. My ftory was favourably heard, and I
received a very cordial affurance of every neceflary afliftance, Oy
party being direéted to attend the Dewan, and to form a part of
his domeftic ﬁuta, we proceded by water, on the afternoon of
the 3d of May, to Bhiteepour, nine . caﬂcs, a village fituate on
the northern bank of the Jalum, the evemhg wasg derene, and
the varicgated view of populous villages, interfperfed through
a plaiw which was awavir;g with a rich harveft, and enlivened
by tlie notes of a thoufand birds, filled the mind with harmony
and delight. )

In the vicinity of Bhyteepour are feen the remains of an Hindoo
temple, which, though 1mpaired by the ravages of time, and more
by the dcf’rzuu‘ﬂ:wa hangaf. the Mahometans, fill bore evident marks

 talte and feulpture. Kafhmire, having fallen a con-

quelt to the followers of Mahomet, at an carly period of their
empire in India, when they furioufly broke down every fence
that barred the progrefs of their religion, felt the full force of
a barbarous zeal ; and its monuments of worfhip and tafte were
thrown to the ground in fhapelels piles of ruin,

, - T'we Dewan taking Zulphucar Khan with him, went, on the
sth of the month into the interior part of the country, and directed
me to wait for him at the town of Pamper, ten miles further down

tlag
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the river, where an order was fent for my accommodation. This
perfon of . the Hindoo fect, poflefled a more liberal difpofition
than is wufually found in an Indian: though perhaps I am fo
much biafled by his indulgent treatment, that my opinion may

be thought partial, but his deportment fcemed uniformly bene-

volent to all clafles of people; with his companions he was at-
fable and good humoured, he was humane to his domeflics, and
he exercifed with a reafonable temperance the duties of his

office.
On the #th, the Dewan came to Pamper, whence I went

to the city, a diftance of feven cofles in his boat, which, though in
Kafhmire was thought magnificent, would not have been difgraced

in the . ftation of a kitchen tender to a Bengal badgero. The

boats of Kalhmire arc long and narrow, and ‘are rowed with

paddles : from ghe f’cmn% wluch 1s a little elevated to tl}ﬁe centre,
| @
ot t‘ll?ﬁ M T | tﬁg RS & i [ g o fl‘] éiT é&r‘[ e e

€ngers or mer-
chandize. The country being interfe€ted with numerous ftreams,

%2l

navigable for {mall veffcls, great advantage and conveniency would
arife to 1t from the water conveyance, cfpecially in its interior
commerce, did not the miferable policy of the Afghan govern.
ment crufh the {purit of the people.

Tur city, which in the ancient annals of India was known
by the name of Siringnaghur, but now by that of the province
at large, extends about three miles on each fide of the river

Jalum, over which are four or five wooden bridges, and occupics
Vour. II, B3 m
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in fome part of its breadth, which is irregular, about two miles,
The houfes, many of them two and three ftories high, are flightly
built of brick and mortar, with a large intermixture of timber,
On a [tanding roof of wood is laid a covering of fine earth,
which fhelters the building from the great quantity of {now
that falls in the winter feafon. This fence communicates an
equal warmth in winter, as a refrefing coolnefs in the {um.
mer feafon, when. the tops of the houfes, which are planted
with a variety of flowers, exhihit at a diftance the !E.;xcmua view
of a beautifully checquered parterre. The ftreets are narrow, and
*choakeg with the filth of the inhabitants, who are proverbially
unclean. No buildings are feen i this city worthy of remark ;
though the Kafhmirians boaft much of a wooden mofque, called
the Jumah Muflid,* erefted by one of the emperors of Iline
doftan ; but its claim to diltinftion is very moderate,

Tax {ubahdar, or %ovu,g@% of, ,(Qlﬂl;.&}llt«% rehides inoa fortrely
called Shere Ghur, oceupying ﬁ’ha fouth-gafl quarter of the cf city,
where moft of his officers and troops are allo quartered.

Tue benefits which this city enjoys of a mild falubrious air, a
river flowing througly its centre, of many large and commodious
houfes, are eflentially alloyed by its confined conftruétion and the

extreme filthinefs of the people. 'The covered floating baths,

* Jumah is the fabath of the Mahometans, and Muflid the name of a public place

of worfhip. In pre-emince, the prineipal place of prayer in Mahometan cities is termed
Jumah Muflid,

which
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which are ranged along the fides of the river, give the only tefti-
mony of conveniency or order; fuch baths are much wanted by
the Indian Mahometans, who from the climate and their religion,
are obliged to make frequent ablutions, and, in preventing the
expofure of their women on thefe occafions, to adopt laborious
precautions.

Tue lake of Kafhmire, or in the provinciallanguage, the

Dall, long celebrated for its beautics, and the pleafure it affords
to the inhabitants of this country, extends from the north-eaft
quarter of the city, in an oval circumference of five or fix miles,
and joins the Jalum by a narrow c¢hannel, near the fuburbs. On
the entrance to the eaftward is feen a detached hill, on which
fome devout Mahometan has dedicated a temple to the great
king Solomon, whofe memory in Kafhmire 1s held in profound
veneration, . - e gl

Tue legends of the country affert, that Solomon vifited this
valley, and finding it covered, except the eminence now men-
tioned with a noxious water, which had no outlet, he opened a
pallage in the mountains, and gave to Kafhmire its beautiful
plains, The Tucht Suliman, the name beftowed by the Maho-
metans on the hill, forms one fide of a grand portal to the lake,
and on the other ftands a'lower hill, which, in the Hinduee is called
Ilirney Purvet, or the green hill, a name probably adopted from its
being covered with gardens and orchards.

On the fummit of the Hirney Purvet, the Kafthmirians have

B 2 crocted
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ereted a mofque to the honor of a Muckdoom Saheb, who is as fa.
mous in their tales, as ‘Thomas-a-Becket in thole of Canterbury.
The men never undertake a bufinefs of moment without confulting
Muckdoom Saheb ; and when a Kathmirian woman wants a hand-
fome hufband or a chopping boy, fhe addrefles her prayer to the
minifters of this faint, who are faid to feldom fail in gratifying her
wifh, The northein view of the lake is terminated at the diftance
of twelve miles, by a detached range of mountains, which flope
from the centre to each angle; and from the bafe, a {pacious
plain, prefeived in conftant verdure by numeroug, ftreams, extends
with an eafy declivity to the margin of the water,

In the centre of the plain, ds it approaches the lake, one of
the Dehli emperors, I believe Shah Jehan, conftruted a (pacious
garden, called the Shalimar, which 1s abondantly frored with fruit-
trees and flowering f(hiubs, Some of the rivulets which interfeék
the plain, are led into a-canal at thegback of the garden, and flow-
ing through its centie, or occafionally thrown into a variety of
water-warks, compofe the chief beauty of the Shalimar, To
decorate this fpot, the Mognl princes of India have difplayed
an equal magnificence and talte; efpecially Jehan Gheer, who,
with the enchanting Noaor Mahl, made Kafhmite his ufual refi-
dence duting the {ummer months, and largely contributed to
improve 1its natural advantages. On archeés thrown over the
canal, are ereCted at equal diftances, four or fve fuites of apal te
ments, each confifting of a faloon, with fow rooms ar the angles,

where
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where the followers of the court attend, and the fervants prepare
{heibets, coffee, and the Hookal, ‘The frame of the doors of the
principal faloon, is compofed of pieces of a ftone of a black co-
lour, ftieaked with yellow lines, and of a clofer grain and higher
polifh than porphiry. They weie taken, it is faid, {rom an Hin-
doo temple, by one of the Mogul princes, and elteemed of great

N

value.
Tue canal of the Shalimar is confhrutted of mafonry as {ar as

the lower pavillion, from whence the ftream 1s conveyed through
a bed of carth, in the centre of an avenue of {preading trees, to
the lake, which, with other flreams of a lefler note, 1t fupplies and
refrefhes, The other {ides of the lake are occupied by gardens of
an inferior defcription; though two of them, the property of the
government, deferve a diftinét notice for their fize and pleafant

appearance ; the Baugh Nufleem lying on the north-weft, and the
Baugh Nifhat on the fouth-eaft quarter of the Shalimar, The

numerous {mall iflands emerging from the Iake, have alfo a happy
effeCt in ornamenting the {cene. One of a {quare form is called
the Char Chinaur,® from having at cach of the angles a plane-
tree ; but one of them, and a pavillion that was ereéted in the
centre, has gone to decay, as have all their monuments of the
Moguls, except the Shalimar, which is pieferved i good oider,
and is often vifited by the governor, whom I have feen theie, with

* The o.lental plne,

lais
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his officers and the principal inhabitants of the city, 8ince the
difmemberment of Kafhmire {rom the empite of Hindoftan, 1t has
been fubje® to the Afghans,* who pofleffing neither the genius
nor liberality of the Moguls, have fuffered its clegant ftructures to
crumble into ruins, and to hold out again{t them a fevere tefti~
mony of the barbarity of their nation.

Amir Kuan, a Perfian, one'of the late governors of Kafh«
mie, erected a fortified palace on the eaftern fide of the lake; but
the materials have been fo unfubftantial, that though of not more
than eight years ftanding, it cannot now with fafety be inhabited.
He ufed to pafs much of his time in this retreat, which was cu-
rioufly adapted to the enjoyment of the various fpecies of Afiatic
fuxwy 5 and he is (il {poken of in terms of affeltion and’regret ;
for, like them, he was gay, voluptuous, and much addifted to
the pleafures of the table, 'There is not a boatman or his wife
that does not f{peak of this Khan with rapture, and aferibe to
him a once abundant livelihood, This gavernor like many of
his predeceflors, trufting in the natural thength of the provinee,
and its diltance from the capital, rebelled againft his mafter.J-

»

The force fent againft him was {mall and ill appointed, and
might have been eafily repelled by a few refolute men ftationed
in the pafles, But in the hour of need, he was abandoned by

* This event probably happened about the year 1754.
t Timur Shab, the reigning emperor of the Afghans,

the
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the pufillanimous fickle Kafhmirians, who reconciled their con-
duft to the Perfian, by wrging, that if he had remained in
Kafhmire, he would have conveited them all to the faith of Ali
and cut them off from the hope of falvation, A Kafhmirvian mufk
have been grievoufly emlarraffed to jultify his conduét, when he
afcribed it to any principle of religion; for he is a Hindoo,
a Mahometan, and would become a Chnftian if a prielt wete at

hand, according to the fafhion or interefk of the day.
Tue environs of the town, to the eaft and wefl, are Inid

out in private gardens, which, fkirting the banks of the Jalum,
or fupplied with canals from the lake, afford a various retreat
of pleafure to the mhabitants. ‘The plane-tree, that fpecics
termed she Platanus Orentalis, is commonly cultivated in Kafh
mire, where it is faid to arrive at a greater perfe€tion than in
other countries, 'This tree, which in moft parts.ef Alia is

Y L — W

called the Chinaur, grows to the fize of an oak, and has a
taper ftreight trunk, with a filver coloured bark; and its leaf,
not unlike an cxpanded hand, is of a pale gieen, When in
fall foliage, it has a grand and beautiful appearance, and in
the hot weather, it affords a refrefhipg fhade. But I may ven~
ture to clafs in the firlt rank of vegetable produce, the rofe of
Kafhmire, avhich, for its brilliancy and delicate of odaur, has
long been ;ploverbial in the ealt; and its eflential oil or ottar
is held in untverfal eftimation, The {eafon, when the rofc
firft opens into blofformn, 18 celebrated with much fettivity by

the
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the Kafhmiiians, who refoit in crowds to the adjacent gardens,
and enter into ftenes of paiety and pleafure, raiely known among
other Afiatic nations. 'There, all that extesor gravity which
conftitutes 2 grand part of thc Mahometan characler, is thrown
afide; and the Turk, Arab, and Perfian, as if fatigued with cx~
hibiting the . ferious and guarded deportment of their own
country, give a licentious fcope to their paflions.

" Tue ;allgy of *Rafhmire is of an elliptick form, and ¢x-
tends about ninety miles in a %iﬁd‘ﬁ]g dirdGtion from the fouth-
eaft to the north-weft, It widens gradually to Iflaamabad, where
the breadth is about forty miles, which is continued with [ittle va-
viation to the town of Sampre,* whence the mountains by a regulay
inclination to the weftward, come to a point, and divide Keathmite
from the territory of Muzzuflerabad. To the noith and north-
cafl, Kafhmirc is bounded by what is here termed the mountains
of Thibet ; a brauch, I apprehendy of.that imamenfe range, which
rifing neas the black fea, penetrates through Armcnia,' ane fkirte
ing the fouth thoie of the Cafpian, extends through the north-caft
provinces of Perfia, to Thibet and China, On the fouth-eaft and
{fouth, it is bounded by Kifhtewar, and on the fouth-weft and
weft, by Prounce,4 Muzzufterabad and f{ome other independent.
dift11cts.

* About twenty-five miles to the weftward of the city,
1 Through this diftrst hies the pafs of Bember, minutely defeiibed by Beinicr.,

kS
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Tur Jalum, the weftern of the Punjdb rivers, having received
the numerous rivulets of the valley, and the overflowing water of
the lakes, becomes a fprcious fteeam, and is difcharged thoough
the mountains near the town of Baramoulah, where its curient,
frotu the declivity of the land, runs with rapid force* At Baia-
noulah the Kathmirians {fay Solomon rent the mountains, and
gave a pallage to the waters, which, from the beginning of time

had floatcd on their plains.
AnovuT eight miles to the weftward of - the city, the Jalum is

joined by a finall 1iver called the Chote, or little 8%}1&, which I
was informed by a Kafhmirian Pundit, arifes in the Thibet
mountains, and is the only fiream not produced within the valley,
Previowlly to the Mahometan conqueft of India, Kafhmire was ce-
lebrated for the lcar;ﬁt}g of 1ts Bramins and the magnificent con-
ftiuction of ita temple, .. The period of itsdibjection to the Ma.

ey o

hometans, is not recorded in any hiftory that T have feen, but we
may believe, that a country, containing a valuable commerce and
a profufion of natural beautics, would at an caily date have at-
trafled their notice and invited their conqueft, It was goveined in
a long feries of fucccflion, by a race of Taitar princes, of the
Chug or Chugatay tribe, until the year 1586, when Acbar fub-
dued it : aided miore, it is faid, by mntrigue, than the force of his
arms. Kafhmire remaincd annexed to the houfe of Timut for

¥ Sece Beanae.,

Vou., Il ' the
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the fpace of one hundred and fixty years, after which it was be-
trayed by the Mogul governor, to Ahmed Shah Duranny, who
formed it into a province of the Afghan empire.

Tre valley of Kafhmire has generally a flat {urface, and being
copioufly watered, yields abundant crops of rice, which 1is the
common food of the inhabitants. At the bafe of the furrounding
hills, where the land is higher, wheat, barley and various other
grains are cultivated. A fuperior {pecies of faffron is alfo produced
in this province, and iron of an excellent quality is found in the
adjacent mo%t&ins. But the wealth and fame of Kafhmire have
largely ayifen from the manufacture of fhauls, which it holds un-
rivalled, and almoft without participation. The wool of the
fhaul 1s not produced in the country, but brought from diftricts
of Thibet, lying at the diftance of a month’s journey to the northw

eaft. It is originally of a dark grey colour, and is blcached in
Kafhmire by the help of a certain preparation of rice flour, The

yarn of this wool is ftained with {uch colours as may be judged
the beft fulted for fale, and after being woven the piece is once
wafhed. ‘The border, which ufually difplays a variety of figures
ahd colours is attached to the fhauls, after fabrication; but in fo
nice a manner, that thejunétion is not difcernable. The texture
of the fhaul refembles that of the fhaloon of Eutope, to which it
has probably communicated the name. The price, afti the loom,
of an ordinary fhaul, is eight rupees, thence in proportional qua-
lity, it produces from fifteen to twenty; and I have feen a very

fine
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fine piece fold at forty rupees the firft coft. But the value of this
commodity may be largely enhanced by the imtroduction of flow-
ered work; and when you are informed that the {fum of one
hundred rupees is occafionally given for a {haul to the weaver, the
half amount may be fauly afcribed to the ornaments.

A rortTioN of the revenue of Kafhmire is tranfinitted to the
Afghan capital in fhaul goods, which I had an opportunity of

feeing previoufly to the difpatch, and from the information then
received, I am reafonably confirmed in the accuracy of this ftate-

ment I bave given, The fhauls ufually confift of three fizes, two
of which, the long and the {mall {quare one, are in common ule
in India; the other long and very narrow, with a large mixture
of black colour m 1t, 1s worn as a gidle by the northern
Afiatics, |

A wine-is made in Kalhmire, refembling .that, of Madeira,

o R I R A T proy TN IR P . et 1ot o, ity o

which, if fkilfully manufadturcd by age, would poflefs an excellent
quality. A fpuituous liquor 1s alfo diftilled from the grape, in
which and the wine, the people of all kinds freely indulge.

Tur Kafbhmirians fabricate the belt writing paper of the eaft,
which was formerly an article of extenfive traffic ; as were its Jac-
quer ware, cutlery and {ugars ; * and the quality of thefe manufac~
tures clearly evince, that were the inhabitants governed by wile

and libergl princes, there are few attaimnments of art which they

»
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would not acquire, But the heavy oppreflions of the government,
and the rapacious temper of the bordering ftates, who exercife an
upremitting rapacity on the foreign traders, and often plunder
whole cargoes, have reduced the commerce of Kafhmire to a de-
clining and languid ftate, In proof of this pofition, the Kafh-~
mirians fay, that during their fubje¢tion to the Mogul dominion,
the province contained for{ty thoufand fhaul loems, and that at
this day, thete af¥ not fizteen thoufand. In Kafhmue are {feen
merchants and commercial agents of moft of the principal cities of
notthern India, alfo of Tartary, Perfia and Turkey, who at the
fame time advance their fortunes, and enjoy the pleafures of a fine
climate and a country, over which are profufely {pread the various
beauties of nature. y

THE drefs of the Kafhmirians confifts of a large tutban, auk-
wardly put on; a great woollen veft with wide fleeves ; and a fuck,
wrapped in many folds round the middle ; under the vet, which
may be propirly called a wrapper, the higher clafs of peojle
wear a pirahun or fhirt, and drawers; but the lower order
have no under garment, nor do they even gird up their loins.
On firlt fecing thefe people in their own caunﬂ*}, I imagined
from their garb, the caft of countenance, which is long and of
a grave afpect, and the form of their beards, that I had come
amongft a nation of Jews. The fame idea imprefled alfo Mr.
Beinler, who carrying it further, has attgmpted, by the aid of
fome proofs more fpecious than fubftantial, to deduce their

origin
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origin from the Jewifh tribes that were carried 1ato cap-

tivity.
TrE drefs of the women 1s no lefs aukward than that of the

men, and 1s ill adapted to difplay the beauties they naturally pof-
fefs. Their outward, and often only garmcnt is of cotton, and
fhaped like a long loofe {hirt,  Over the hair, which falls 1n a {ingle
braid, they wear a clofe cap, ufually of a woollen cloth of a crim-

fon colour; and to the hinder part of it is attached a triangulax-
piece of the fame f{tuff, which falling on the back conceals much

of the hair. Around the lower edge of the cap 1s rolled a fmall
turban, faftened behind with a fhort knot, which feemed to me the
only artificial ornament about them. You will be pleafed to notice,
that I~{peak of the drefs of the ordinary women, fuch only being
permitted to appear in public. The women of the higher clafies

are never feen abreads ,mer is jt confiftent with the ufage of any

whih i m % Rty w e Syt s sl me - ]

Mahometan nation even to fpeak of the female part of a {amily.

True Kafhimirians are flout, wecll formed, and as the natives
of a country lying in the thirty-fourth degree of latitude, may be
termed a fair people, and their women in fouthern Irance or Spain
would be called Brunettes. But having been prepoflefled with an
opinion of their charms, 1 fuffered a fenfible difappointment ;
though 1 faw fome of the female dancers molt celebiated for beauty
and the attrations of their profeflion. A coailenefs of figure
generally prevails among them, with hioad features, and they too

often have thick legs. Though excelling in the colour of their
cOm-
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complexion, they are evidently furpafled by the elegant form and
pleafing countenance of the women of fome of the weftern pro=
vinces of India,

Tue city of Kafhmire once abounded with courtezans, equally
oay and afflnent; but the rigorous contributions of the Afghans
have greatly reduced their number, and driven moft of thofe that
remain into a languid poverty. The few that I {faw, afforded me
" “much pleafure by thefrmraceful fkill in dancing, and voices pecu-
liarly melodious. And here let me obfervd, feaft I fhould after-
wards forget, that the women of Kafhmire ar¢ fingularly fifubts
ful, be the government ever {o oppreflive, or fortune at all poiats
adverfe, no.baneful effetts are feen, to operate on the propagation
of the {pecies, which is maintained with a {uccefsful per{eterance.
I will not prefume to inveftigate the phyfical caufe of a virtue fo
copioufly inherent in the men and women of this country, but
will fimply intimate. 40 you shat-igs waters>are well ftored with
fith, which#d#hought to be a‘gensrdtive fticulus, and conftitutes
a puindipal 4rticle of the food of the people.

Tue language of Kafhmire evidently {prings from the San-
{orit ftock, and refembles in {ound, that of the Mahrattas, though
with more harfhnefs, which has probably induced the inhabitants
to compofe their fongs in the Perfic, or adopt thofe of the Perfian
poets. Vet in defpite of the unpleafant tone of their fpeech, there
is fcarcely a perfonin the country, from youth to old age, who
has not a tafte for mufic.

Tur
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Tur Kalhmirians are gay and lively people, with ftrong pro-
penfities to pleafure, None are more cager in the purfuit of wealth,
have more inventive faculties in acquiring it, or who devife more
modes of luxurious cxpenfe. When a Kafthmirian, even of the
loweft order, finds himfelf in the pofleflion of ten {hillings, he
lofes no time in aflembling his party, and launching into the lake,
folaces hiumfelf till the laft farthing is {pent. Nor can the defpotifm

of an Afghan government,~which loads them with a various op-
preflion and cruelty, eradicate this {trong tendency to diflipation,

yet their manners, it is faid, have undergone a manifeft change,
fince the difmemberment of their country from Hindoftan. En-
couraged by the liberality and indulgence of the Moguls, they gave
a loofesto their pleafures and the bent of their genius, They ap-
peared in gay apparel, conftructed coftly buildings, and were much
addifted to the plga;%uﬁ the takle: The interefteiof mia PIo~
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vince were {0

trongly favored at the court, that every complaint
againft its governors was attentively liftened to, and any attempt
to moleft the people, reftrained or punifhed,

In the reign of Aurungzebe, when the revenue of the different
portions of the empire cxceeded that of the prefent day, the {um
colleted in Kafhmire amounted to three and a half lacks of rupees,
but at this time, not lefs than twenty lacks are extratted by the
Afghan governor, who, if h's tribute be regularly remitted to
court, 15 allowed to execute with impunity every aét of violence.

This extreme rigour has fenfibly affeCted the deportment and man.-
ners



24 YORSTER’'S TRAVELS.

ners of the Kathmiriane, who fhrink with dread from the Afghan
oppreflions, and are fearful of making any dilplay of opulence.
A Georgian merchant, who had long refided in the country, gave
mathe moft fatisfaCtory information of Kafhmire. He faid, that
when he firft vifited .the province, which was governed by a perfon
of a moderate dilpofition, the people were licentious, volatile and
profufe. But, that fince the adminiftration of the late chief, an-
Afghan of a-fierceand rapacious temper, they had become d1fp1-
rited, their way of living mean, their, drefs flovenly, and though
of a temper proverbially loquacious, they were.averfe from com-
municating ordinary intelligence. |

During my refidence in Kafhmire, I often witnefled the harf(h
treatment which the common people received-at the hands ef their
mafters, who rarely iffued an order without a blow of the fide of
their “hatchet, a common weapon of the Afghans, and ufed by

them 1n war, as a battle-gxg“ Lhough d@% inhahitants of this
province arg Jheld wnder a. grievous: fubjection, and endure evils

the moft mort1fy1ng to human nature, being equally opprefled and
mfultecf the various teftimonies brought home to me of their
common depravity of difpofition, made me the lefs fenfible of
their diftrefs; and 11 a fthort time {0 faint was the trace of
it on my mind, that I even judged them worthy of their adverfe
fortune, |

In viewing the manners of a people at large, it were at once a
facrifice of truth and every claim to hiftorical merit, to introduce

Paﬂionntc
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‘“ffﬁfﬁonate or fanciful colouring; yet the cooleft refleétion does
not withold me from faying, that I ncver knew a national body of
men more impregnated with the principles of vice, than the natives
of Kalhmire, The charalter of a Kafhmirian is confpicuouily
{cen, when invefted with official power. Supported by an au-
thority which prefcribes no limits to its agents, in the accumula-
tion of public emoluments, the Kathmirian difplays the genuine

compofition of his mind. He becomes intent on immediate ag-
grandizement, without rejefling any mftrument which can promote

his purpofe, Rapacious and arrogant, he evinces 1 all his actions,
deceit, treachery, and that {pecies of refined cruelty, which unfually
aCtuates the conduét of a coward, And it is faid, that he is
cqually*fickle in his conneétions, as implacable 1n enmity. I be-
half of humanity, I could wifth not to have been capacitated to
exhibit {o difgufting mjwékungwm@mh being conffaptly held .out to
me for near three months, in various lights, but with little relief,
imprefled me with a general diflike of mankind.

Tur Kathmirians are fo whimfically curious, that when any
trivial queflion is propofed to them, its intention and purpofe
15 enquired into with a ftring of {utile interrogatories, beforc
the neceflfary information is given; and a fhopkeeper rarcly ac-

knowledges the pofleflion of a commodity, untd he 1s apprized of
the quantity required. In examining the fituation in which thefe

people have been placed, with its train of relative cffeéls, the fpe-
culative moraliff will perhaps difcover onc of the larger fources,
Vor. Il D from
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from whence this caft of manners and difpofition has arifen, W&
will” perceive that the fingular pofition of their country, its abun-
dant and valuable produce, with a happy climate, tend to Sxcite
ftrong inclinations to luxury and effeminate pleafures ; and he 1s
aware, that to counteralt caufes, naturally tending to enervate
and corrupt the mind, a {yftem of religion or morality 1s necefiary
to inculcate the love of virtue, and efpecially, to imprefs the youth
with early fentiments of juftice and humanity. But he will evi-
dently fee, that neither the religious or the moral precepts of tlie
prefent race of Mahometans contain the principles of rettitude or
philanthropy; that on the contrary, they are taught to look with
abhorrence on the faireft portion of the globe, and to perfecute
and mjure thofe who are not inclofed in the fold of their prophet.

Seeing then the Kafhimirians, prefiding as it were at the fountain
head of pleafure, neither guided or checked by any principle or ex-

ample of virtue, he will not'be farprized, that they give a wide
fcope to the paffions of the mind and the enjoyments of the
body. . |

Azap Kuaw, the prefent governor of Kafhmire, of the Af-
ghan tribe, fucceeded his father Hadji # Kareem Dad, a domeflic
officer of Ahmed Shah Duranny, and who was, at the death of
that prince, advanced to the government of Kafhmire, by Timur
Shah, as a reward for quelling the rebellion of the Amir Khan,

-

* Thofe who have made the pilgrimage of Mecca are termed Hadji,

who
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who has been already mentioned. Though the Kafhmirians ex-
claim with bitternefs at the adminiftration of Hadjt Karcem Dad,
who was notorious for his wanton crueltics and infatiable avarice ;
often for trivial offences, throwing. the inhabitants, tyed by the
back in pairs, into the river, plundering their property, and forcing
their women of every defcription ; yet they fay, he was a {yftema-
tical tyrant, and attained his purpofes, however atrocious, through

a fixed medium. They hold a different language in [peaking of
the fon, whom they denominate the Zaulim Kham, a Perfic phrafe

which exprefles a tyrant without difcernment; and if the {maller
portion of the charges againft him are true, the appellation is
fitly beftowed. At the age of eighteen years; he has few of the
vices of youth; he is not addifled to the pleafures of the haram,
nor to wine: he does not even fmoke the Flookah. But his aéls

of ferocity exceed common belief; they would feem to otiginate
in the wildeft capiice, and to difplay a temper rarcly feen m the
nature of man.

Trat you may form fome fpecific knowledge of the charafter
of this, let me call him, infernal defpot, I will mention {ome fafls
which were communicated during my refidence in the province,
While he was pafling with his court, under onc of the wooden
bridges of the city, on which a crowd of people had affembled to
obferve the proceflion, he levelled his mufquet at an opening which
he faw in the path way, and being an cxpert markiman, he {hot
to death an unfortunate {pectator. Soon after his acceflion to the

L

D 2 oCVeriy



2.8 FORSTLER’S TRAVELS.

government, he accufed his mether of infidclity to her hufbarfd,
and in defiance of the glaring abfurdity which appeared in the al-
legation, as well as the anxious intreatics of the woman who had
borne him to fave her {from fhame, {he was ignoniinioufly drivem
from the palace; and about the fame time, on a like frivolous
pretence, he put one of his wives to death. A film on one of his
eves had baflled the attempts of many operators, and being impa-
tient at the want of” fuccefs, he told the Iat {furgeon who had
been called in, that if the diforder was not remedied within a
limited time, allowing but a few days, his belly fhould be cut
open ; the man failed in the cure, and Azad’ Khan vertfied his
threat..

Turse paflages were related to me by different perfon$, fome
ftrangers 1n the country, others, who from the {tations they
held, would rather have been induced to ipcak favourably.
Azad Khan bad, in the, three firft months of his government,
become an objeft of fuch terror to the Kafhmirians, that the
cafual mention of his name produced an inftant horror and an
involuntary fupplication of the aid of their prophet, Among
the leffer order of his exaétions, but which feemed to me the
moft unpopular and difcouraging, is that levied from the cour-
tezans or dancing guls, who are obliged to account for cvery
fam of monej they receive, and to pay the larger fhare of it
to the intendant of the police ; nor are they allowed to attend
at any feftival or entertainment, without the permiffion of that

officer,
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ouwer, 'The rigorous treatment of this clafs of females, which
are cver the moft pleafing to fociety fiom the mndulgence granted
to them, has here efleted a grievous change; for though Kafh-~
mire is known to abound in fine women, few are now feen
among the couitezans.

A rrveNue of Dbetween twenty and thirty lacks of tupees
is colleCted {rom this province, of which a tribyte of {cven

lacks is remitted to the treafury of Timur Shah, The army of
Kafhmire, a part of which I have {een embodied, confifts of

about three thoufand hoife and foot, chicfly Afghans,* who had
received little pay for two years, and many of them, for want
of a better fubliftence, were obliged to live on the Kernel of
the Smferah,§ or water-nut, which 1s plentifully produced in
the lakes of the country.

In noticing the character of the governor ofy Kafhsajre; which
is compofed of httle clfe than a blind deftructive cruelty, you

% The natives of this province are rarely feen engaged in a military occupation,
from which their gentus {feems aveife; and 1t is held an eftablifhed rule in the Afghan
government, to refufe the admittance of a Kathmuian into their army. The common
people ufually carry abroad with them in the winter feafon an earthen flove, which
hanging near the thigh, gives it a {cuiched appeaiance ; and by this mark a Kafhmirian
is difcovered, fhould he by flealth endeavour to ealift.  The fling, in the ufe of which
they are expert, feems to be their favourite weapon, and enahles them with little va-
riation to oppofe an adverfary at a diftance, and from places of fuculity.

1 The Singerah alfo conftitutes a great portion of the food of the lower clafs of
the natives, and the exclufive privilege of vending it, yiclds annually about twelvs

thoufand pounds to the government,

* will
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will be furprized that he is not punifhed or reftrained byPthe
court.. But when 1t 1s cqnﬁdcf:rcci that the approach to this re-
mote province, leads through hoftile or independant territorics,
that Timur Shah is cqually witheld from diftant enterprize by the
accumulated arrears and confequent weaknefs of his army, to which
may be added the fear of domeftic treafon, and a native indolence
- of temper, a fufficient caufe will be feen for his paflive regard to
the interiour government of Kalhmire. Contenting himfelf with
the tribute, he 1s {eldom difpofed to:controul the condudt of a re-
mote governor. I am to exprels a regret, that previoufly to my
route, I had not perufed the accurate and candid memoirs of Mr.
Bernier, who ftands n the firft rank of writers on Indian hiftory:
yet, thould this curfory relation throw any light on lus déicription
of Kafhmire, as lively as 1t 1s juft, by Alling up a chafin, or mark-
ing the changes which have happened fince his day, I fhall hold
it in fome cftimation, and confider any inconveniency which might
have arifen from 1ny‘jo§1*n$y thither, honorably requited. Mr.
Bernier enjoyed advantages which have fallen to the lot of few
Afiatic travellers, and fortunately for the learned world, his talents
amply improved them. He travelled into Kathmire in the {uite of
Danithmund Khan, =a favourite Omrah of Aurungzebe, who
having a tafte for fcience and lettcrs, encouraged this myenious
Frenchman to attentively inveftigate the great variety of its curious
produce. He has alfo defcribed the caufes of that important re-
yolution, which raifed Aurungzebe to the throne of Iindoftan.

A3
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T AsThe was perfonally engaged in the {fcene of action, and an (ye
witnefs of many of the principal events, all.which are related m
a fimple interefting language, I carneftly recommend to you a dili-
gent perufal of his inftructive and judicious book. This writcr
having chiefly affociated with Mahometans, who invariably poflefs

"an abfolute abhorrence of the religion of the Hindoos, and bemng
dettitute of the proper documents for the refearch, he has not
been equally fuccefsful in his explanation of the principles and
[pirit of the Hindoo doctrines, and it is only in that dilcuflion I
preflume to doubt the opinions of Mr. Bernier. After clofing
this diflertation on Kafhmire, you mufl permit me to relate my
defultory adventures in that country.

. On my arrival at the city; I was accommodated with an apart.
ment 1n the houfe of Zulphucar Khan, and fecing him of fo re-
pectable a charalter, and difpofed to, do me kindnefs, J.had re-
folved to rcmain there, but my fervant, the fame perfon who had
fet upon mec at Jumbo, difcovered me to the family to whom he
knew I had brought introdultory lctters, and being urgently
prefled, not to fay peftered, to lodge at the houfe of a Sheich
Mirza, the brothcy of my Jumbo hoft, I was forced out of the
frieﬂdly roof of the Khan, whom I fhall ever remember with af-
feCtion and efteem. His father having filled high ftations in the
upper part of India, at the period of the Afghan and Sicque inva-
fions, Zulphucar Khan, who was himfelf prefent at fome of the

aCtions, had acquired a converfant knowledge of the motives that
actuated
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altuated the different parties; and lus remarks on the vaulus
events of thofe times, from which I derived much ufeful infor-
mation, denoted a found difcerning judgement, little heated by
prejudice, or fettered by thofe narrow precepts which ufually fway
the mind of a Mahometan. Ide frictly obferved the ceremonies
of his religion, which were performed with an apparent convic-
tion of their re@itude ; and, though he daily faw my remiffion of
the cuftomary worfhup of his family, he neither remaiked o1
cenfured 1t.

AT Sheich Mirza’s, I was received with fplendid offers of
friendfhip, and all that farrago of proteftation, the common bur-
then of Afiatic language, which goes for nothing. The truth
was, the brother at Jumbo had reprefented me as a wealthy merchant
who would produce great profit to the houfe; and this objett de-
Inged me at the firft meeting with compliments, which com-
menced ‘with embracing my legs, and ended in walhing my beard
i rofe water. Nor did he ceale to load me with a feries of
difgufting attentions, until I told him that my bufinefs obliged
me to proceed, without delay, to Kabul. 'The arrival of a mer-

chant from Conftantinople compleated my relief; for then the
Sheick had no leifure to fay a civil word to any one, and fccing
indeed, that my refidence promifed no emolument to the houfe, he
would without ceremony have turned me out of it, had another

"

Turk appeared.

As there are no karavanferas in Kafhmire, commercial firan-
(el
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gors are lodged with their brokers, who finding an account in af-
fmdmg fuch accommodation, are generally pofiefled of large and
convenient habitations. A Georgian, who occupied the room
next to mine, and was a very agreeable neighbour, did not, I ob-
ferved, give a ready credit to my ftory, which he crofs exami-
ned with fome tokens of fufpicion; and onc day, having de-
fired to. look at my head, he decidedly, pronounced it to be
that of a chriftian. But he became alarmed, when I cautioned
him, in a ferious tone, to be lefs hafty m forming fo danger.
ous an opinion; for he muft know, that to beftow fuch an
appellation * on a believer of the truc faith, was a gricvous of-
fence 1 a Mahometan country. In a future converfation with
the Geprgian, he explained to me, and proved by comparifon,
that the head of a Chriftian is broad behind: and flatted out

at the crown; that a M&}m@w an ”g md GLQWS AL
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top, and like a monkies has & conie form. ~This Gemglan Was

affociated in trade with one of his countrymen then refiding at
Benares, and fecing that he viewed me with miftruft, the com-
munication, of which muft have had mifchievous effctts, I
judged it prudent to difclofe my true ftory; premifing, with an
affurance, that fhould treachery or his indifcretion b}ing on
me any milchance, his eftate at Benares would become forfeit,
and the perfon of his companion expofed to punithment, 'This

* Nazarene is a term of bitter reproach among the northern Mahometans,

Vor. II. L language,
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language, fupported by a difpofition naturally honourable, en
fured his zealous attachment, from which I derived many ufes,
during my ftay in Kafhmire.

Tur Dewan, whom I daily attended, ftill continued his
former kindnefs, and agreeably to his promife, folicited for me
the governot’s permiffion to leave the province. The memorial
_ prefented #by the Dewan, fet forth, that a Turk who had come
from Hindoftan, was defirous of pafling, with two domeftics,
through Kathmire, in his 'way to Conftantinople, When this
purport was made known to me, I ftrongly feared its failure;
for ftrangers rarely vifit Kafhmire for the purpofe of curiofity
or amufement, and as no {pecific occupation was afcribed to
me, I obferved to the Dewan that a refufal might be expected.
The apprehenfion was wholly verified 1n Azad Khan’s {aymg,
that the Turks were good foldiers, which he then wanted, and

thit he would empley. me in his army. It was in vain the
Dewan - reprefented the folicitude of vifiting my country, whence

-J-had been long abfent, and“that little benefit would accrue
from the fervices of a perfon under fuch conftraint, He for-
bade the Hindoo, 1 a voice that made him tremble, to ceale
from urging the requeft, for he had formed an ultimate refo-
lution. *

Waen the Dewan intimated to me the information, I no-
ticed an evident agitation in his countenance; and though you
may {uppofe that my mind was ill at eafe, I forced upen myfelf

that



FORSTER’S TRAVELS, a3

that fpecies of refignation which is habitual to an Afiatic in his
day of trouble, and gravely affected to adminifter a comfort to the
Dewan, which was more wanting to myfelf, TFrom that moment,
I never faw him,* nor did I ever impart to any one the ftory of
my failure, well knowing, that had it become public, no one would
have dared to have given me affiftance or even fhelter. "

On revolving the different modes of extrication from this
dilema, I bethought myfelf of the Banker, on whom I had
brought a draft from Jumbo; and in the courle of a day or
two I applicd to him for a pafiport, e very frankly aflured
me of his f{ervices, from which, as he was at that time high
in the eftimation of the governor, I entertained f{anguine hopes
of fuccefs, and to obviate the rifque that might arile from the
name of Khuroe, which had been inferted in the former me-
morial, I now took that of -Bm{yff, a Mahometan merchart,
going on a commercial adventure to Pefhour. Bdt on the day

when the paflport was to have been ulued, as if my cvil ftar
had determined to rule, the banker fell under the difpleafure of
the defpot, which fo wholly deranged him, that my bufinefs no
longer occupied his thoughts, He had been {olicited to advance a
confiderable loan to the government, but aware of the rifquc of
fuch a necgociation, he pleaded mability, and the laft time I went

* This unfortunate man was I underfland, afterwards put to death by Azad Khan,
in one of his many moments of capiicious cruelty,

Iv 2 Lo
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to his houft, he was trembling in an agony of fear, from an apw

*

prehenfion of Azad Khan's refentment.*

In treating of the government of Kafhmire, I omitted to men-
tion, that it had not hitherto extended its apprehenfion to mer-
chants, who, from the wealth which they introduced into the
previnee, were refpefled and even indulged. ‘The obftacles that
ftood in the way of my departure, now became ferious, and gave
me much'anxiety. I ~was thrown luto the power of a capricious
tyrant, under a fefablance’ alfo, which if difcovered, might be
fatal, and I was precluded by the late occurrence, from a perfonal
application to the court. Endeavouring to remove the appearance
of chagrin, I mtreated the Georgian, who has been mentioned, to
expedite my departure, though without communicating d@ny part
of the former failures. Only obferving that the multiplicity of
bufinefs, ncceflarily engroffing the attention of the dewan, of whole
friendfhip for me he had been, apprifed: prevented me from
giving him further trouble. - The bufinefs was undertaken with a
zealous alacrity, and by an unremitted attendance of fifteen days,
aided by a imall bribe, was accomplifhed. Having hired a hoif¢
from a native of Pefhour, who was returning to that city, and
taken into my fervice a Perfian boy, on the 1ith of Junc I left
Kafhmire and my honeft Georgian friend.

Tar river Jalum, at the diftance of ten miles from the

%

e was, at a future period, I am iformed, put to death by the Afghan, |

City,
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¢ity, is formed by the hollow furface of the country, into a f{heet
of water, of feven o¥ eight miles in circumicrence, called in the
Kafhmirian language, the Wuller, which has a gentle fouthern
curtent, aud is gradually contracled as the land rifes.

On the morning of the 12th, artived at Sompre, nine coffes,
2 populous town on the caltern fide of the Jalum, wheic the pafi-
port was depofited and another iffued.  After a halt of three hours,
which werc chiefly empjoyed in repairing the 1iding tackle, which
was all of coidage, bridle, ftirrups and gitth, T proceeded 1n com-
pany with Mohubullah, the proprietor of the fteed, and Huflin,
the Perfian boy, to the {mall village of Markore, a ftage of ten
coffes. Mohubullah made a good travelling pillaw, of which the
bones were picked, and pluming myf{clf on having outwitted the
governor of Kafhmire, I went to fleep in an adjacent mofque with
a light heart, T T -

On the 13th, at Hourrece Dana, four cofles, an hamlet, fituate
threc miles within the boundary of the province, The night
being cool, I had thrown over my bed-cloths a coat, in the pocket
of which was depofited the pafiport; when, in an evil hour, juft
as I was beginning to awake, a thiel {natched my coat, and made
his efcape. Had the coat been of any other colour than red, it would
not, I believe, have attratted the marauder’s notice; but a {park
of vanity, many of which have lighted me into fcenes of trouble,
prompted the purchale of this gaudy garment, which before had

been
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been often ftared at. I mentioned to the officer in charge of
the pafs at the boundary, the affair of the theft and the lofs of the
pafsport, to the truth of which Mohubullah bore teftimony, ad-
ding that I was Seid, and it was well known the Seids, never ut-
tered a falfity; Huflin alfo {fwore by the beard of his father
to the truth of the falt, 'The officer who was a Kafhmirian
heard the ftory, with a grave countenance, and looking as if he
did not believe a word:of it, faid that I muft procure another pafs-
port. Seeing that words made no impreflion on this vigilant
guardian of his poft, (which it would have furprifed me, if they
had,) T fecretly, tendered him a fewrrupees,® for his good will,
The fight of the money produced an immediate effect on every fea-
ture of his face, which foftening into a {mile of compllance, I
moved on.—-Qur party had not preceded three hundred yards,
when, four men were perceived running after us with great fpced
and, m a loud voice, ordering-wus to halt, On coming up they
{eized me, alledging I was a flate criminal, whom they were di-
refted to convey to the city; nor did I efcape from their hands,
until T had applied the argument, which had before opened the
gate, but to a much larger amount.— Huflin, who had feen the

* The Rupee is the current coin of Kafhmire, and that flruck at Moradabad in
Rohilcund, is held in the greateft cftimation. From the bafenefs of the filver a large
difcount is allowed on that of Kafhmire. Copper money of the value of a balfpenny
and cowreys, a {mall marine fhell, compofe the other currency of this province.

pafs-
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pafsport and witnefled the theft, exprefled aftonifhment at the
largenefs of the fum, and accufed me of extravagant folly. But,
he did not know the caufe of my averfion to a public examination,

On the 14th, at Doumbah, fifteen coffes, a fmall village de-
pendant on the chief of Muzzufferabad. The limit of Kafhmire
on this quarter is terminated by a low thick wood, the edge of
which is fkirted by a rivulet, and, on the other fide rifes a lofty

chain of mountains, ftretching to the north and fouth, whole {um-
mits are in fome parts, now, covered with {fnow, a deep tract of

which I croficd. ‘Theinhabitants of the Muzzufterabad diftriéts, de-
nominated Bombaus, are Mahometans of the Afghan tribe and
inimical to the Kafhmirians, who, under the father of the pre-
{fent goyernor, had laid their territory walte, The rumour of ano-
ther invafion prevailing, at this t'imel I was {triftly examined, but

the management of Mahubullah _with a fmall donatiop, gava us
an unmolefted progrefs, ™ "T'He” face oF the Conntry exhi"i’nts a COlL

tinued view of mountains, on the fide of which are feen patches of
cultivated ground and fcattered hamlets of three or four cottages.
On the 15th, at Noufere, twelve cofles, part of the road bended
over the brow of a fteep and craggy mountain, at the foot of
which, a river, which here, takes the name of Muzzufferabad,*
runs with extreme rapidity ; and breaks upon the numerous infu-
lated rocks that interrupt its paflage, with a noife of thunder.

The proper name of this river is the Kilhen Gunga,

OnN
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On the 16th, at Paunch-Graum, fiz coffcs, the road was @il
mote difficult of paffage than that of yefterday. The mountain
being 1 fome places fo {teep, that projecting beams are fixed, inta
its fide, to fupport a path of planks, for the accommodation of
foot paffengers; horfes are fent by another tract, 'This path hath.
been lately repaired, out of the favings of charity, by a Mahometan
mendicant, who had, alfo, in a recefs of the hill, eretted a {mall

Building for the refrefhment of travellers. It being one of thefe
~ few adls of public benefit, within the compals of my knowledge,
performed, by this clafs of men, I deem the communication a
matter of confcience; for, too frequent occafions of reprobating
them have already offered,

On the 17th, at Muzzufferabad, ten cofles, a town flanding on
the eaflern bank of the Kifhen Gunga,® fmall, but populous, and
the refidence of a chief entitled Sultan Mahmoud, who after divis
ding the greateft portion of l}is teritory among the younger bran-
ches of his family, referved this town, with a diftriét yielding
about a lack of rupees, for his private maintenance.

Ox the morning of the 18th, I croffed the river, and joined a
fhaul kafilah proceeding to Pefhour. A ferry boat ufed at this

* The Kifhen Gunga runs here, to the left, with a comfe nealy fouth-we(l and
falls, I was informed, into the Jalum, among the mountains, at the head of the Pun-
jab., I faw many people crofs this river, on an inflated (heep or dog’s tkin, which, fip-

porting the head and breat of the paflenger, is impelled and gyided by the motion of
his legs,

place,
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place, is frequently, by the violence of the cuarrent and a rocky
{hore, dathed to pieces; And being now, in this flate, I palied
over, tho’ with much difficulty, a bridge of ropes, about rvo yards
in length. A {out rope, faftened to wooden pofts, on cither {hore,
has attached to it, a certain number of carved picces of wood 1
the form of oxen yokes, with the foiks placed vertically ; and,
the fides of the yokes being embraced by fmaller ropes, afford a

hold to the paffengers.— The road fiom the Jnnit of Kaflimite to
Muzzufferabad tends to the fouth-welt and leads over a country,

covered with mountains, which are thinly interfected with abrupt
valleys.

On the 18th, halted at a mofque, on the weltern fide of Kifhen
Gunga.

Ox the roth, thekafilah proceeded a cofs inland from the river,
The heat, of thes waatherduningithe wday, .4 geimding of a
ﬁckuefs had fo cncl.vated me, th'tt I could not walk a few paces,

without extreme pain and laffitude. But, my little wants were,
readily, fupplied by Mohubullah, who procured good provifions,
cooked them, and was my pipe bearer. ‘

On the 20th, at Dunnce, three cofles, a {mall village, on the
eaftern bank of the Nhah, a narrow rapid river, which falls into
the Kifhen Gunga, The kafilah remained at this place, until the
inhabitants 13:1(1 conftruéted a bridge, which confilted of two entire
beams, at the diftance of three fect afunder, with an interflice of

planks, faftencd by cordage, The petformance of this work, a very
Vor. IL. 1 tedions
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tetious one, was chiefly expedited by Sultan Mahmoud, in perfon,
who, though an old man, fhewed a perfevering altivity with a great
fharc of good temper. The mateiials of the bridge, which had
been floated fiom fome diltance, having, by the farce of the cur-
1ent, been catried below the proper {tation, we were detained at
Dunnce for anothér {fupply of wood, until the 28th, when we
moved three cofles, and halted in an uninhabited valley.

‘On the 29th, SithE*fismmit of a mountain, ten coffes, in the
dithicts of Jiddoon, governed by a Patan chie¢f, In a fleep part

of this hill, where the path, from fome rain that had fallen, was

{hippery, my borfe ftumbled; and had not a tree been within
reach, a branch of which I caught, I muft have been thrown down
a lofty declivity. This night I experienced {fome of thofe incon-
veniencies to which travellers of my defcription are occafionally
{ubject, My baggage was thoroughly foaked by the rain; and
water, which had alrtady. {o mueh énnoyed me, was not to be
found, nor a ftick of fuel. Thefe embarrafiments, which made me
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