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PREIFACE

;-'——l—-.u:m-—m L

Tuis {eoble attempl at & divination of the
distant future was originally publighed during
the sturm und diang of the llbert Bill agitation,
and was wilhdrawn froam publication when the .
virtual abandonment of the principle contained
in that mensure marked the nadiv of the not too
vigorous administration of Lovd Ripon, Tt is
now, porhaps rashly, 1eproduced without alter.
ation, though porsibly owing to recent political
developmonts, this trilling skit may not have
become 80 uttorly pointless as sheh epliemeral
publications are wont to becomeo aftor the lapse
of o few years. At all evenls on one subject—-
that of ihe convaision of tho late Prime Minis-
ter of England to the cause of Lish [fome
Rule—the nuthor may cluim that his vaticina-
tion liag been [ulfilled to the lettor, and it rests
with the gods who proside over tho destinies .
of tho bewildored Dritish publicsto svert the
fullilment of tho rest of the prophecy., Tusra

Jsor tr yovraw Kelrat,



()

The author would not willingly be ranked
among the blind contemners of a ‘ New
Indin,” and tlie possible developments of
politicn]l and social activity of which the
National Indian Congress is perhaps but the
faint foreshadowing. Duf it 18 the *“ note”

- of every great subject thab it ean be lpoked
upon from many points of view, and there
ean he no doubt that the erndity of many of the
ideas which ferment in the educated minds of
the present day afford tempting material to the
trenchant criticism of the satirist. To the sorious
dignity of a sative, however, this little volume
doss not aspire, bub rather to the unrespected
role of facile and superficinl persifinge. As
such, it may perhaps amuse and instruet the
leisure half hour of some Nowspaper Iiditor
of the lower stratam of vernacular journalism,
or of some British Radieal M. P, on the tour
in Indin, “at which,” to use the simple and

. picturesque lnngnage of the anthor of # Ing-

lish as she 3¢ spoke” “we dedicnte him par.
ticularly,”
1848,



CUATTER T.

Tun yoar gi?ﬂ%&\lea a memorable one in the
llistm'y of Ingland, Not of course as the judi-
cious rendor will understand ‘ memorable® in
the antique sense, as rendered famouns by some
grent national trivinph of the military or diplo-
l:mtin order,—such valgar exploits the groat
English people had lJong since leaned to esti-
mate at their proper value,—and & monument
grected in Wesiminster Abboy to the enterpris-
ing merchaul who first invented the art of con-
sirneting what was appearently a bale of cotton
goods oub of & combination of newspapers and
mud, whilo it ghowed that commercinl morality
g 0 progressive scioneo, nlgo Hh{.:n?ﬂd that the
(xogpel necording to MacOroudie, had finally

guperseded the older revelutions, and that the



( ¢ )
minds of men were reason ably enongh fixed on
things _below, not on things nbove, It will
thersfore be seen that this ennus memoradilis
was of different guess sort-——to adopt & pure
old English phrase—from those which had been
thought worthy of notice in earlior and moroe
primitive times, and in fact the two claims which
it professed to make on the attention of pos-
terity were that, during its span, IIome Rule
was abt last granted to the irrepressible aspiru-
tions of the Irish people, and that what had
long been denounced by ull thoughiful politi-
ciuns ond advaneed thinkers as an unspeakablo
anomaly, the British Impire in India, suifered
final and official extinction. The conivast be-
tween the ways in which these two changos were
effected was vory striking, It was only after
the painful experience of a month’s wrangling
over a perfectly trivial topie, and after threats
of actnal violence, that autonomy for Ireland

came to bo considered as within the rangoe of
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practical politics, whoveas tlie whole question of
the abandonwment of Tndia was settled in half an
hour, No fierce opposition to the prn:msul to
dismomber fthis aneiont monarchy, no clinging
attnehment to the long tradition of Inglish
glory in thoe Hast, prolonged the debato on the
bill, which, with a fine sonse of hnmour, was

calted n Bill for the better government of Indin

indeed, the IIUI:IEE had not energy enough, when
the mabter came up, to indulge in emotions of
any kind, A month of yella and eloquence from
the mombers, who representod Ireland, for the

bill which preceded the India Bill, and the long

debate on which was as the ringing of the chnpel
bell, and brought Ilome Rule within moasure-
able distance, veforred, it need Lardly bo gaid, to
tho aflnirs of the sister island, had predisposed
whal wore tochnienlly called statesmen {o ne.
quicses with alasrity in any mossure whieh'
might tond to shorten the long uggny of the dis-
solution of tho British Kmpire, And indoed
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the apathy displayed might partly bo acoounted
for by tjw faot that it was no new idoa thut ot
Inst took shape in o Parliamentary odiet, Ior
gome fifty years the ¢ Perish-Indin Loague ™
had existed, whose avowed object it was Lo sevor
_t}ie connexion between Iingland and her vast
dependency, and who, in season and oul of
season, but more especinlly out of geason, had
denounced the infamy of attempting to govern
for their good alien races of a difforent eolour
and civilization. To this League attanched
themselves men and women of divers erratic
persuasions ; the Anti-opium-trade Socioty, who
saw that if Indin were abandoned, the virtuons
and sober Chinaman would probably be no
longer able to consult his own iastes in his pre-
ference for Malwa-grown opium; thoe Pence
Society, who considered ronsonably enough that
‘wero India and the fortrosses on the rond to
India given ukp, tho prospect of Knglund over

being involved in war would bocomo a remote
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contingeney; the Temperance Societios, who-
gave the League their support uppm'entlér under

tho iden that tho possession of India.gave

Euaglishmen a haughty and swaggoring character,
& kind of temper having affinity with strong
drink, but it was not until serious politiciang
of the advanced Radical seliool took it up that
tho Loague became a ronl political power, It
was then pointed out to the working oclnsses,
that it was solely the bloated armaments entail-
ed by the possession of India that prevented
the renlization of that most glorions of ideals,
v freo Dreakfast Table; that, were Indin
abandoned, cocon might be untaxed and the
working clnsses, it was celeulated, saved aboul
twopence @ weck ench man, IHero was a
govgoeous prospect,~twopence a week left fo
fructify in the pockets of the people, and cocon
every morning for brenkfaslt, The iImagina-
tion rocled before tho eeslatbic vision, the British

worltman was convineed, and when conviction
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had dawned on the sons of toil, the furtlier stop

of conyincing Parlinment was usunlly not far

distant,

All, however, were nob quite satisfied. On one
oceasion n deputation of the loading moichants
_of London, Liverpool, and Manchestor, waited
on the Marquis of Birkenhead (the head of the
house of Stanley had been granted this title
instend of the fendal style of the Barl of Derby,
as being move in accordance with the spirit of the
nge) and expressed their cloar conviotion tliat
tiade, which had always followed the flag, would
be disastiously revolutionized, and that Gog-
land would no louger take the lead in com-
me1ae, nor indeed in anything else, They found
that distingunished statesman, who bad all the
cool common-genge whiclh was the leading oha-
raoteristic of his great ancestor, the Lord Derby
of the Vietorian ora, looking for orders from
lis masters, as he termed the process of ﬁﬁj;:usﬁ

ing the less infoimed jonrnals of the proviuginl



( 11 )

pross, with his mind as usual pmfm;ﬂy open and
m fovour of any cowss exeept that whioh
might entail action even of the most infinite-
siimplly howblo desoription, Ilo listened with
exceoding patience and sunvity to their addvess,
was disposed to think that thore was a good,
deal in what thoy suid, and was perlectly ready
o write roams of dispntehes couched in the
mildest possible terms, if that would in any way
relieve the minds of tho dﬂput;:tiun, “ Iut,
gentleman,” he obsoived, # you must romember
that national greatness consists m having uo
points where you ean bo attacked, If we give
up Lodin, our liability to attack will be much
diminished. Canada is happily united to the
groet Ameriean Republio, the other colonies ave
independent, ond theie will vemain really only
our own dear but comparatively insignificant
island, We are only too glad to see onr naigh-
bours adding country after ecountry to their

doninions, us it affords a grenteraren on which



we can make our assaulis” (as if the moek
British Government ever dreamed of assaulting
any one} ; “indeed,” le went on to say reilect-
ively, ¢ if we could only hand over Ireland to
the United States, and half onv const line to

__Germany, and the otlior haif to Irance, we
should attain true national greatness, for 16 is
difficult to ses how we conld be attnckod ot nl,
But these are perhaps visionary dreams,” ho
continued, smiling, ¥ and no one has ever cnlled
me f vigionary dreamer,” whiceh was quife true,
no one ever had, ¢ IHowever, gentiemen,” he
resumed, * you may depend upon it, that I will
serionsly and anxiously consider tha memorial
you have been good enough to Iny bofore me,”
and hete he was ns good as his word, for in
downtight honest consideration of a matter un.
attended with any results whatover, there was
no statesman in Karepe, who sould Lold a candle
to the British minister for Toraign Aflaits.

Another proof of the goodness of their cnitse
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the Radienl Party discovered in the extraordi-
nary unanimity of the foreign Pross on the sub-
ject,  Tho * Bt, Petersburg CGrazette ® (Russis,
I'may montion, hind for some yoars firmly eatab-
lished hor protoctoiate over Aflghanistan, and
had standing camps ab Al Maugjid, Kandahary. .
and in the Koorum Valley) warmly eulogized
the proposnl to hand over Indin to a constitu-
tional government of its own as the most sub-
lime instance of moral sell-abnegation over
exhibited to the admiring world since the eman-
sipation of the serfs by Alexander II. The
‘* Novoo Vreinya’ snid, that 1t wished Russia
had suffieiont mrgaanimity to follow the exam-
ple sob by Rngland, The “ Golos” frankly
regommended the Government to send agents af
ance to all the prinsipal native conrts to stiv up
sbrife, to largely increaso the garrisong in Af-
ghanigtan, and to issue orders for the mobiliza-
tion of tho troops in Ceniral Asin, Thoe advice

was woll meant, but as all the measures sug-
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gested by the “ Golos” had heen already onr-
ried out gome months befere, the paper was
promptly suppressed as representing too erudely
the policy of the administration, and tending to
excite ill-feeling between Russia and her ancient
~ally England, The editor was likowigse sen-
tenced to a fine of 5,000 roubles and fo three
months’ imprisonment, and had leisure to reflect
on the remarkable logicality which distinguished
the proceedings of his Government, The Ironch,
German, and Italian Journals vied with oench
other in their admiration of the disinterested
conduct of England, but their praise wasg not
unmixed with some slight ivony, and all urged
their respective Glovernments to tako advantage
of the concentration of the British Impire.
Italy presumed that now DMalta would bo an-
nexed ‘to the Peninsnla, the Spaniards put in o
claim for Gibealtar, and the Irencli intimpted
that Aden would be absolutely necossary for

them as being -on the road to thoir gigantic
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erapires in Cochin and Madagascnr, and regard-
ed it a8 abaolutely eortnin that the Iluglish
interest in Lgypt would now definitely conse.
. In faot, the Bmpire was Lo be disposed of, and
the nations gathered togother to see what they
could got by bargaining or foree,

In the meanwhile the Tinglish Government
was 8o fully occoupicd with its own domoestic
affnirs that foreign npi11{n11 interested the nation
but slightly, and the imminent evacuation of
India hardly af all, It need not be said that
the eternal question of Treland formed as usual
the main fopie of Parliamentary discnssion, as
indeed it had done for generations past,and dur-

ing the lest hundred years the annnally renewed

debates on IHome Rule liad helped to keep

an interest in the affairs of that melancholy
island alive, Thse method of procedure which
‘almost amounted to a politionl tradition lind
been usually ns follows: When the Conservo-

tives wore in office, the Liberpls aud Radiculs
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announced with wearying iteration on evory
platform of what was sbill playfully called the
United Kingdom, that when they came o power,
Home Rule was o mafter which would mainly
engnge their attention. This was a tolevably
.+ safe promise; a malter that fifty wild Irvish
membeirs had set their hearts upon was not
unlikely to engago the attention of anyone who

was not both blind and deaf and who had the

misfortune to sit in the House of Cammons, and

it was only after the elections wore over, and
the Irish vote had assisted to smite the Conserv-
atives’ hip and thigh that the full meaning of
the perfidious promise had been suffered to dawn
on the intelligence of Irish pairiots., The mat-
ter sugaged the attention of the Ministry, and

that was all. However this black-hoarted Saxon

trenchery, as the Home Rulers mildly termed

this little manwuvre, was usnally ovortaken by
speedy chastisement, Tho Conservatives ligs.

tened to assure the Irish Party, thal were they
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agnin to appoint the donizens of Downing
Street, tho aspirations of the Irish people, which
wore, as the spenkors pointed out, strictly con-
servative, as tending to restore the status quo
ante eivilization, would be treated with the con-
sideration they deserved. The Trvish, a race..
aver trustfnl and confiding, plumped to g man
for the Conservatives nt the noxt goneral elec-
tion, and when that party found themselves
firmly sented in power, the Irish aspirations weie
———trantod with the consideration the Ministry
then thonght .they deserved. In this pleusing
state of son-saw, varied by an oceasional avowal
on the part of the Prime Minister of the day,
that Home Rule was an open quesiion, and tle
simultaneous declaration of two other members
of the Cabinet that the Irish demands would
nover be conceded, matters had gone on satisfac.
torily for somo yeais to tho utter demoralization
of onoh rapidly succeeding DMinistry., The

sinistor combination of Ilomo Bulers with the
o}

e
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opposition turned out Government after Gtovein-

ment, and to the excited imagination of Irish

patriotism Home Rula appenred as distant ns
ever. At last in 1988, the leador of the Irish

Party had observed, that if Home Lule were not

.o granted this sossion, the Irish wounld mmeh in

their millions on the House of CUommons, and
it was this remark of his that had made both
partios slightly concernad and anxtous. Tt was
difficult for an impartial spoeotator to discein
why Home Rule was still looked upon as a do-
sirable acquisition. The Irish ecortainly had
it all their own wayin their own gountry, and
the words of a vevered statesman of tho last
century that every Irvishman should feel that
the Government was conducted by him and for
lim had been more than realized, The land-
lords had all died of starvation and gun-shot
wounds, the last survivor being & stout old coun-
try gentleman, who entrenchod himself in the
fastnesses of Galway, and who for some yours



(19 )

succossfully withstood nll assanlts from the

Invineibles, Ha inhabited & machicolated towar
surrounded by land torpedoes and defended by
mitéaillenses, and lived in & vegular state of siege,
his only amusements being to walk on the para-
pet of lis tower and dodge the bombs and bul--
lots which were fived at him, and to got an occn-
sional pot-shot from behind an embinsure gt
one of his late tenants, At lash a dynamite
bowb, judicionsly dropped frem o balloon on the
top of his tower, terminated the career of this
fine old Irish squirey the jury at the Coroners
inquest brought in a verdiet of * death by
the visitation of God,” and the newspapers
hended an aceount of the insident as “ Further
progress in decentralization,” The Irishvy, as
they delighted to enll themselves, then prosseded
to squat in myriads on every available picce of
Iand free of rent, and devotad their grent minds to
the cnltivation of the potatoe and the breeding
of pigannd childven, The police were appoint-
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ed by the local boards, and were always rendy
for a frolic, such as ‘ romoving’ & ereditor (this
however was rare, for credit had ahuost coased
to exist), or houghing the eatile and drown
ing the erops of an unfortunate neighbour who
/\]mppenﬂd to have an Hnglish name., This lalter

SS pastime had nlso, in & greab mousure, censed for

want of material to oporato wpon, Ilowever,

%thare were alwanys feuds and forays to ocoupy

the leisure hours of the constabulary, whose lot,

C\f to vary slightly the words of an almost forgot-
{\ ten song, was distinctly a happy one when their
™ duty as policemen had to be performed, The
country in fret wnﬂl_gnvm*lmd entirely necording
to Jvish ideas, and each man fol¢ Limsoll at
liberty to drink, fight, and poriodieally die of

starvation as much as he pleasod,

In the Ilouse of Commons also the Irish
members had, all the fresdom of debate, and
drank as much delight of battle with their peors
as they could have expected to do had that
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Assemblage been soated in Collego Greon, The
cloture hiad indeoed been passed in the lasgt cen-
tury, but it had only once been applied to Irish
eloquence, and the experience of the House on
that occasion had been suflicient to deter the

Government, from ever attempling 1o apply tle--

remedy again, A free fight hind ensued on the

announcement of tho Prime Minister that the
cloturo was about to be pul in force, the air was
davlcened with flying inkstands, the ministerial
bench was cleared by the application of shille-
Inhs (now a regular secompnnimoent of Irish
memberg in the Iouse of Commons), the mace
was sent flying at the speaker’s head, and nar-
rowly missed the wig of that venerable officinl,
while the Black Rod and berjeant-at-arms were
kicled round and round the llouse, and finally
gent spinning into DPalaco Yaud, where they
wore received with ungympathetic yelis and
darision by an interested mob of spectators,

Aftor this seone it beenmeo an unwritten law of
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Parlinmentary unange that the cloture was only
to be applied to the unfortunate opposition of
the day, and was not intended to be o geg on
Irish eloquonce. The Cestle likewise with its
vermin officinls liad censed to harass the souls
..of Irish patriots, its existence having beon ter-
minated by the simple expedient of blowing tho
whole edifice with its under-secretaries, records,
and clerks into the air with a charge of dyna-
mite, and when it was proposed to rebuild tho
Castle and 1e-establish the offices, the opposi-
tion of the Irish members and the relustance
displayed by officials to take up the dutios of
those who had liternlly gone aloft had cansed
tha matter to hang aver. The last three vesi-
dent Vieeroys had been shot, and the one before
stabbed, so that the post, as long as it entailod
residence in Dublin, was not engerly sought
after by the members of the British aristooracy.
Yet such is the tendency of titlos-to ontlive
the state of things they reprosentiod, as the
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kings of Ingland continued to be kings of
Franee long aftor the Fronch had marched into
Calais, that there was actually still & Vieoroy of
Ireland, o title usually bostowed on some res-
pectable old nobleman Delonging to the paity
in powor, who drew n small stipend, and sponj
his time in toddling from his house to his club,
and who dorived his sole Ienowlodge of ILrish
alfnivs from a perusal of the ¢ Irish World,”
now the lending newspaper in Dublin, and one
whioly the Reform Olub regulngly tool in, It
was with the view of further protecting this
harmloss old fossil of a sfatesman thet the Go.
vernment proposed an Aot, whereby anyone
who presented o loaded weapon at the poor old
gontleman, or attempted by overi means to
compass hig death, might (obsarve the permissive
chavaeter of this legislation, and the Prime
Minigtor ol the day, Mr, Gladstone Ilerbert,
expressly stated thiat 16 would only be acted
upon in extrems cases)—bo called wupon by
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n Magistrate to show cause why ho should
not be bound over to keep the pesce. This
torrifie ennctmont naturally avoused tho lreenost
opposition on the part of Iiish membors, and
wis denonnced with almost equal vielence by
..the advanced Radicals, who said that the bar.
barous laws of the Middle Ages, and the feudal
Inquisition (history was not the strong point of
the Radical Party) might be ransacked without
the searcher being able to discover any law
more cold-blooded and ruthless in its detestablo
interference with personal liberty. The Irish
members shouted that the historical enquiier
would have to go back to the law passed by the
bloody Ilizabeth, and that “ ould blay-guard »
Cromywell, or to the mensures which disgraded
the reign of the no less sanguinary Vietorvip, to
find & parallel to this base and bloody picso of
coercion, and so tho stinggle had gono on for
some weeks, and the flowers of speech intep-

changed between the parties wero of the most
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invigorating and lively deseription, ¢ The
honowrable membor for Cavan hns himself threat-
enod the virtuonyg and venerable nobleman, who
hanrs the honourved title of Vieeroy of Ireland
with an umbrolln,’” said the Prime Minister in
tha course of one of hig gpeaches agningt prot
posals to adjourn the debate, ‘ Ye lie, ye
thafs,” shounted Mr. Diggestill, leaping on to
the floor of Ilouse; “yo lie, jist come ont
here, and I will tache yo, shure T went for him
wid a shillelah ;” and n roar of laughter from
the Ivish benchos confirmed tho noouracy of hig
correction, LThe Speaker of conrse named him,

n procedure greeted with rvenewed cheers and
shouts of delight from tho ITome Rula Party,

who danced on the henches in their acstasy, and
greefod with uproarious applanse & more than
usually daxterous shot né the Speaker's nose
with a potatoo which disnrrangod the wig of that
rospooted officer of State, and oaused the toars

of anguivh to come into his oyes. For a month

L
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this saturnalia lasted, till four Chairmen of
Committee had died of exhaustiqn, and tho
Prims Minister had {ainted ninoteon times. Al
last the Home Seeretary, who lookad jaded and
spolce with faltering nocents, announoed that the
~Qovernment had resolved to take the ouly
statesmanlike course left apen to tham, aud to
withdraw the bill, This punguncomant Wy
greeted with roars of lnughter and applange, nad
the Irish members, who liad kept themselvoes
fresh on the relay system, tumbled out of the
House to enjoy themselvea in their own innovent
and artless way hy breaking the windows of the
unfortunate Vicerny who lived lard by, and
chasing an unpopulsr member of the Conservi~
tive Party round and vound Trafalgar Square,
Forty mambers remained bohind at the onrnost
solicitation of the Government whip to pass the
Indis Bill,
The Puime Ministor, Mr, G, Herbors, walked
bome after the debate in rathor a saddenad
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frame of mind. Tho business of the country
did not seem to have mado much progress during
tho lnst month, and the huwrrying of the mob
towneds the Vieeroy of Ireland’s house and
the' subsequont erash of breaking glass reminded
him liow singularly abortive his lagt attempt ab
logislntion had beon, TE was then, as by aflash
of ingpiration, tht ho conceived that the time
was como to grant ITome Rule, and so get rid
of these turbulent members with their obstrue-
tions and demounstrations for over, His mind
ran with startling rapidity over the old familiar
arguments in favour of the mensure, which
seimed now to have acquired new force and
consistonoy, and with that remnrkeble facility of
conviction, whiol: was his leading charactoristic,
ho was by the time he srrived at his houses,
irmly assured that if ever there was a measure
whiol embodied all the high privciples which
dictato human morality, and if ever thore was a

euuso to which from his enrliest years e had
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unsworvingly and enthusiastionlly dovotad him-
golf, that canse and that meesuro was [lomo
Rule for Ireland, The heads of the spocch in
whiclh he would introduce tho roform pagsed
lucidly before his imagination, and the terms in

which the next afternoon he was destined to

electrify his audionce by & declaration ol his
new-born convictions, rose spontansonsly to his
lips.

In the meanwhile, in  thin and drowsy Ilouse
of forty members, the Marquis of DPartington,
brought forward his Bill for the bottor govorn-
ment of Indin. IIe had spent nemly half nn
hour that afternoon at the India Offieo, thio fivst
time he had visited that building for months, in
endeavouring to master the dotails of tho men-
suré he was about to propose; lLowever as
overything had been practically settled ont-of-
doors befora mass mostings, ascording to tho
practice of the British constitution, any trifling

confusion in liis statemont was nob rogarded s
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n matter of much importence, ITo would not,
he said, detain the Ilouse long, the matter had
been before the country some time, but Lo might
mention that it was proposed to hand over the
government of India to an nssembly olected, he
believed, by universal suifrage, but on thal point -~
he was not quite sure ; howevor India would be

abandoned altogether, and the British troops

withdrawn, 1ile begged the Ilouse’s pardon, e

gaw in the rough notes he had made that after.
noon that the suzerainty of the mperor of
Indin was to be maintained, The House would
remember that suzerninty had been maintained
over the Transvanl for about o hundred yonrs,
and no one had yet discovored what it meant
(faint laughter), 1t had given us no trouble
there, and he did not apprehend that it would

give us any troublo in India (fecble ministerial

cheors), Il nlso added that expenditure, he
bolisved, might now be 80 much reduced that a

freo bronk{ast tablo might be looked for, but the
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Chancellor of the KExchequer wounld deal with
that branch of the subject at some future time,
He nlro added that it was the greaiest instance
of national magnanimity over offered to-or-ev
(* admiving universe,” whispered the Undor-
- Seeretary, who was near ab hand to coach hiy
chief) “an admiring universe,” said the Marguis,
At this moment the fall of three or four hats
reminded the orator that most of his audionco
were asleep, so stifling a yawn Lovd Partington
hastened to conclude, He proposed to road the
bill three times that afterncon, and send it up
to ba passed by the Lords that evening, and to
get the Royal assent tu—ﬁarmw. Ho was nnt;

quite sure where His Majesty was; whon he last
heard of him, he was shooting somowlore in

the rocky mountains, and that was aboul two
months ago ; hewever, if he could not be fonud,
the Chancellor could do all that was nocossary,
Ho thought that was all; ah, yos, if the bill
was passod to-day the Vieoroy could get away
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by the next mail steamer, which he was anxions
to do. Ho therefore begged to propose that the
bill be rend three times and passed, The Speak-
er wole up wilh n start to put the question,
when & shovrt plethoric gentleman of an old
fashioned military apponranco started to lis
feat—< I protest against this,” he shouted,
““the country is going to the dogs, but all I
can say is, by Gad, that Joe Quihye will

naver R

What the gallant General was
naver going to do remains historical uncer-
tninty to this hour, The cloture was swiftly
applied to him, ond thoe question put; thirty-
nine majority for the bill, one against~——-the
apoplectic old General, who shouldered his
umbrella, and marched wrathfully out of the
House with strange old-world oaths and ejacu-
lations—* By Gad, sir,”” “country going to the
d—1," “eursed Radicals,” ¢ d—d niggers,” such
wore the unageustomed sounds that foll on the

cars of mombors, and grow fainter in the dis-
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tance as the indignant old warrior marclied
away., “An interesting study in primeval

peychology,” said one rising membor of the

Radical Party, as the bill was read o third time,

and sent up to the Ilouse of Lords, who dvop-

- wed in by twos and threes to pasgs it, and thon
went home to dinner. Radieal browbeating for
a hundred years had reduced this onco famous
assembly to & humble rogistrar of the Paople's
Dacrees, so they meekly passed the bill, quile
content if only they could escape vituporation ;
the Royal nssent wa$ given the next morning
by the Chancellor, [the King could not be -
found,] and the news' was telegraphed out to
the Viceroy of Indin, who issued orvdors to
complete the embarkation of troops on the
transports assembled at Bombay, and prepared
for his own speady departure.

The great debate which followed on the
subsequent days and whioh forminated in the

revival of an Irish Parliament, lies outside the
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sphere of the present humble chronicler—how
Mr, (., Hoerbert, exceeded himself in the clo-
quence of exalted mornlity—how sighs of reliel
arose when the measure beeame law, and the
Irish members cleared oué in o body never to
return @ on these and all other kindred points
the politieal student is rveferred to the well-

known ¢ History of Our Own and other People's

Times,” and Ilansard passim—¢ Nos neque haoe

dicere * ¥ conamur tenues grandia,



CHARTER 11

v Ir will at onece be seon that, before such n
change a8 that desevibed in the lust ehapter
could be carried not, Indin must have made
vast strides in moral, intellectnal, and material
development, And such indeed, under a suooos-
sion of liberal Viceroys, was announced Dby
Radical journalists to have been the case,
Captious and carping cribies might havo main-
tained that the spirit of progress, if it existed
at all, must have so completely exhausted itsolf
in the moral and intellectual dopartmonts,
which could ouly ba treated by vagua general
ities, as to loave nothing over for tho matorial
side of life, in which progress was capablo
of concreto verifieation,  Such eriticisms,

however, usually meb with the oontompt
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thoy deserved, and were felt to require
no answer, It was unguestionably the fack
that more Hiudns spoke English, that the
words thay used were longer, and mora dotach-
ed from the sense than belore, and that the
importation of patent leather for the purpose
of manufucturing shoes was more extonsively
developed, and that costume altogothor was
npproaching nearer to a bastard oceidental typo..
On the other hand, the broken-down roads, the
decayed digpensnries and ruined bridges wore
indeed not oxactly indications of material pro-
» gress, but when somo inquisitive traveller ques-
tioned the native of the soil as to the eause of

these phenomens, tho answer ho wounld get was

that it wns the work of.* Kamiti,” and if this
statement conveyed no elear idea fo his mind,
ho had only himself and his own ignorance of
Indian history to blame, Siudonts of Indian
progross during the Ninoteonth Conbury will

romember that one ¢f the priceless boons be-

P
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stowed on the country by thut greab and good
Viceroy, tho Mlarquis of Ripon, was a systom
of whal wos hamorously oalled lwonl Belf-
Government., This measure, with thobt remark-
able unanimity which is always observed in
the opinions of Anglo-Tmbians on Anglo-Ludinn
matters, had, at the time, been varionsly de-
scribed as a humbug and o fraud by sowe, and
as o wise aud necessary mensure of stutesman-
like foresight by others. At all ovonts tho
reform amply Justified its oxistence on (he
principles of Benthamism, and added most nu-
quﬂstmnnhly to the genoral happiness of the-
gmut majorily of our fellow-suhjecls in tho
Rast. In the first place, a Native Bomd hnving
unlimited control over funds was an institution,
whose proceedings overy nalive could thorough.-
ly understand, whereas tho nclion of an wn-
sympathetic aud incorruptible Englishman had
long been acknowledged to he quite inenleu-

lnble,  Tlere was an adminisivative body, which

L)
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could be tonclied with the feeling of one’s in-

firmities,~which could lend an ear to the uncle
who wanted employment for his nephew, to the
poor man with the large family who had six
brothers-in-luw  and thirty-six counsinsg all
desiring  appointments,~which could sympn-
thize with the frandnlent contractor, with the
necessitons builder,~—and in whose bosom thie
swindling overseer, whe had been declared in-
capable of serving Government again in any
rapreity, could find a congenial haven of rest
not vnnceompanied with profit. 'The souls of
nll these innoeent and worthy men wore rejoiced,
the monoy was blandly divided, and if no jm-
mrovements were carried out, it was probably
becaunso the Bourds knew, what no I'nglishman
ling ever been able to grasy, thaf, as a rule, the
inhabitants of Ilindustan prefer going along a
had road to going along n good oye, and dis-
corn churms 1 o tumbledown and filthy sorad

which o cleanly and woell-lopt h'uilding GiL
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nover afford, 'Lhe great thing was, that yon

knew whore you were with the Commilloos,

Matters were areanged orioutally, und ab the
hottom of the nativo charrcbor theve iv a pro-
found sympathy with oriental methods of ad-
ministration. It was perfectly eortain thai the
lavger park of the funds would stick {0 the
palms of the members of the Committee, that
their relatives and friends would compose the
entire adwinistrative staff, that no contrnot
would be given unless a handsome commission
were paid to the President and Secvetary, and
that any works that wero conatructed wounld
be exclusively adapted to the improvemoent of
the property of the President and membors,
All thiz was thoronghly understood, and the
feeling it aroased was not one of indignation,
but o simple desive to partioipate in tho spoils,
After all, was it not bettor that the money
should go in this way than that it should bo

spent by a salib on his cocentric notions of
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senitation, vaceinalion, and the lika? Theso
matters were sorenaly neglecled by the Gom
mittees, but thoy woll lnow how thoronghly
distasteful thoy wore to the vast majority of
their constituents, and so moellors wont on
cheetfully, tlie paople governed Uhotuselvess
having entirely omitted the preliminary procoss
nf learning the art of self-govornmont, llow-
ever, the singular fack that no sort of training
i8 supposed to be necessary in ordor lo neguire
the art of ruling was observed as far back os
the timo of Plato, and certainly stood in noed
of no further illustration, Thoe curions vendor
may bo tempted to onguire wlhiat Mnctions the
Government were performing duiing this in-
teresting period of development, Tn some of
the music-suloons in the Westeim Stales of
Amerien, whoro tho performance iy not of a
vory high order, tho ollowing puthetio notiee
may acensionally be obsorved over the inatro

migisb— Ploage du not shoot at the pianiae,
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who is doing his lovel best.”  Baeh wan the

wodest attitnde of apologetis roserve assumied
by tho Govermmment towards theso vemarkablo
Commitiees, and the two principal employments
of the Administration consisted doring these
+ years in deprecatory contemplation of {hose
fiuits of sell~government and (still more im-
portant) in the vomoval of anomalies, Thera
is nothing, as all studonts of Tnglish history
are aware, that the Tnglish as o race have o
more 1o0oted antipathy to than an anomaly, and
it is only the carping spirit and mean jenlousy
of foreigners which make them persist in dig-
covering so many in our glorions aud perfect
constitution, So, when 1t was realized 1 1883,
that it was anomalous that Eaglishmen should
have the right to be {ried by theiv fellow-
countrymen, o most cheering glimpse was
aftorded of a porfest vista of possiblo reforms,
and avery sneeeeding Vieeroy, with tho enthnsi.

astic appluuse of the Native Dress and the
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wild encouragoment of evory Iinglish-speaking
nutive, vushed headlong into the intoxicating
crusade,  IL lhfutl already Dbeen discovered that
it was anomalous to nppoint any Buropenns to
the lowoer grades of the Public Servige ; their
oxclugion fiom the higher grades also followed
as o matber of logical congequence in a fow
years. Complete erimival authority to even the
lowest order of Magistiates over every class
of offendor was speedily surrendered, and per-
{ect equuljty beforp thoe lanw proclaimed amid
goneral enthusinsm. ‘Then the life of the forlom
non-official became one of constant aund varvied
adventure. Tho hapless planter was ordinarily
sceused of rape about three times a weel, and
spent most of the mtermediate days in answer.
ing miseellaneons charges, such as mischiel by
fire, theft in o dwelling~house, and culpable

homicide amonnting to murder.  "When he could

snateh time from these oxeiting smusemonts, he

would devotae tho energivs of hiswind to defend-
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ing himself in the Civil Court, whore thirty or
forty suits to resover tho wholo of his property
and an amonné of debt thnt would il oub an
Amerionn city, wore constantly pending agninst
him, As the Native Colleslor was frequenily
*"the cousin of tho Judgo, and the Commissionor
the nnole to both, while all threo usually had
an intorest in a rival zemindari, tho Iinglish
planter had to stick pretiy closely to husinoss in
order to worry along aball, and though his astute-
ness was daveloped by this sovere training, sbill
the gtrain ou hig constifution gradually told, and
accasionnlly he was reduced to such n state of
bawilderment that he found 16 diffienlt to pick
out his own signature from the hundred ov 8o
executed bonds which used to be filed ngninst
him in Couwrt.  Bome yenrs of this interosting
existenos, if he was fortunate enongh to esenpo
nanging or imprisonment, was generally suffi-
cient to induce tha planter to remove himsolf

and his capital to some othier land whero porfoot
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equality boforo the law was not of such a pro-
nounced typa, and whero plaintilfs did not rago
so Turiously togoethier, aud witnesses did not
imagine quite so many vainthings,  So the grent
chango which has boon deseribed in the previous
chapter met with no opposition from Anglo- .
Indinns, for the simple reason that Anglo-
Indinns had censed to exist, The official and the
non-official olasses had alike undergone the pro-
coss of removal almost ag expeditiously as thaf
kindred anachronism, the Irish landlord, till at
last thero woro only four anomalies loft—
« 1 British Aimy (including a commander-in-
chief),
1 Vieeroy.
1 Govornor of Madras,

1 Governor of Bombay,

ekl

d

e *F TF )

‘Tho lattor two bald-headed, obsolaete, old ingtis

tutions had survived in spite of all opposition
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and really unanswerable denuncinfion,  The
opening alforded to politiciaus en disponibilite
belonging to the party in power had provud Loo
seduetive even for Radiecal virtuo Lo aboelish, so
they had continned to drag on o prolenged and
. duthonoured existence. Illowover, oven tlicsd
four surviving anomalios wers now, under the
great Bill for the better govornmoent of Indis,
dogmed to swift extinction, and in their place il
was proposed to erect what obviously had none
of the characteristics of an anomally in Indig—
1 pum‘l)muuurntiu Parliament elected by uni-
versel suffrage,  Iovery willion or so of peopla®
wers to choose one member, and for years tho
land had vesounded witl tho din, ov rather the
caclle, of preparation, DBubus and Vakils und
Lnglish-spenking patriots of evory shade of
charaoter and complexion oversprend the laund
like o swarm of locusts, and o now ordoer of
beings, the cnuvassers, or in the vernncular din

lect * khanwassaes,” whoe rapidly, more {ndicn,
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became o separate oasto, only intermarrying
smong themselves, came Iinto existenco, aund
throve like o gigantic fungus, The clections
were most satisfnetorily managed, though the
genoral apathy of the people, when nof per-
sonally appealed to, was remarkablo, The enore .
mous posters which urged electors to vote for
Ram Chunder Ghose, even when accompanied
by the tom-tom, hardly ronsed their outhnsiasm,
but the Khanwassurs adopted still more efficg-
cious menns of lkindling political feeling, and
enrly showed themselves to be perfect masters
of thelr business. Bome explained that, by
altixing his mark on a blue tickaet, and deposit.
ing it bofore the local offieial, the ryot secured
an exemption from land-revenne for the term of
his natural life.  This conerete line of argument
rarvely fniled of its object, Others ndopted a
more simple but quite as cffeclive an expedient,
Holding a rapee in the palm of his hand, and

. demonstrating the existence of the coin by flick-",.

T
e

b4
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ing ot it with his {ingers, the Ihanwassur would
engnire if his interlooutor desired to bocotmo the
possessor of that amount of current motal,  T'lie
artlags ryot would réply in the affirmative, and
wing then informed that the only proliminary was
0 write the namae of o certain Babu on o ticket,
or to affix bis mark to a pieco of paper which
alrendy bore tho lonoured signafure of the

Parlinmentary ecandidate, Ilaving done this, he

wag informed that, on the following' morning, he
should attend in person at the office, whither e
duly went at day-break, and aftor an exciting
wranglia of somo hours, somotimes seonred four
annas, the rest having gono as “dustoorie” to
the Khanwassur,  Under those satisfactory aus-
picas, the elections, so the Viceroy reported, had
aone off with gratifying success, ‘There were
few riots wheve somoe Mussulmans econsidered
that killing a cow and sprinkling tho llindus,
who happened to pass by, with its blood was not

an inapproprinte woy of testifying thoeir foelings
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towards the candidate who of course wns »
ITindu, and when this expression of opinion was
met by the counter-devics of slaying a pig and
throwing its corpse into & mosque, some slight
digtnrbanes of the peace usuelly ensned, Buf,
on the whole, the Mussulmans held aleof iy
sullon indifference, the great Babu and educatad
Hindu B. A, leagno earvied the dey, and out of
366 mombers 3G0 belonged to these advanced
and respacted classes. Tho remaining five con-
sisted of one daring I’arsee, two old A ussul-
mans {from o bonighted provinee which had hardly
been affected by Babu civilization, and had been
entirely unmoved by Babu eloquence, ono Iing-
lishhman, a Mr. A. O, [Tumebogue, and one mem-
ber belonging to a mysterious caste which bore
the name of ¢ Shalwashun,”  The origin of the
enste, which now numbeved about a million
devotees, was losh in obscurity, but it appeared
to bo one of compavatively recent origin, Tvi-

denco pointed to its iustitation by a local saint
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namod “ Thuckeyr ” somo timo during tho past
contury, aud the prominent objouts of worship
among the Shalwashunisies, s they woro called,
wero o big denm and a ecymbal,  Thoy alzo paid
grent respeet to s, malignant demon uaned
H# Sutar,” with whom the fonuder of' the seoi
had had apparently many spiritual or wmaborinl
sbraggles, It had been suggested wilh some
degree of plausibility from somg of tho excla-
mations, such as Amin and Alling, made usoe of
in their invocations, that their religion was
bastard form of some Bemilic worship, but the
tolerant nature of Braliman polythoeism oeasily .
admitted its fellowers into the all-ombracing
cirele of Hindu superstition, gave local rank in
the Hindn Dantheon with laudable tmpartinlity
both to Thuckeyr and Sutar, and poersunded the
simple believers that Lhuekeyr lhimsell roally
was an incarnabtion of the frst porson of the
Iindu Trinity. The big deaw then, of coursae,

represented the destructive power (it coriainly
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destroyed one’s sense of harmony), and the eymbal -
naturally became the Symbol (the fact of this
Iiurope joke being abfributed to the original
Thuckeyr, scemedto point to a Western originof
the soct) of eternity, It cortainly represented
this lntter idea very fairly to the excruciated
emrs of those who happened to be in the vieinity

of this interminable ingtrument, Other objects

held in high veneration by these simple sectaries
were the abstract notions of blood and fire, the
latter idon being 1epresented wnder soveral
artless devices, such as the picturs of a species
“of chair, which bore the legend “Ignite only
on bokkus,” and other kindred representations,
They had various rites, one ospecially calied
“needuril,” which, while it exgited the astonish-
ment of advanced philosophers, formed also n
perpeturl etymological erux to oll studoents of the
religious longuages of tha Jnst, The English-
ma, My, Humeboguse, was elected as momber

for Simla, whore he Liad been brought in by the
4
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unanimons votes of the inmatos of the Tipon

ospital, now transformed into & Luanalic Asy-

Inm, and almost the only building oceupied in
this onee festive hill-station. Ile represented
the causes of Thoosophy and Vegotarianism, and
also the eternnl Tmmensities and Veritios. Ilig

accession was felt to be 8 great sourceof strength

to the Ilouse of Representatives, Such wag the
constituiion of the Assembly which was {0 bring
back the Saburnian age and renew thoe youth of
India, in which, as a local Cnleutta orator put it
in an eloquent peroration, ¢ Jurisprudence would
go hand-in-hand with license, and Philosophy*
would be mamma to both, or to drop metaplor,
where intimidation and superfluous insolenco
wonld go to pot, and pence and digcordant har-
mony reign over the tranguil genius logi.” It was
with these high, though obscurely~oxpressed,
hopes that the Parliamen t— by thoso in emrnest,
those in mockery called” the Babu Darlisment—
prepared to legislato for and to rule their sountry,



CHAPTER III

Tt was a still and broiling day in April whea
the last vessel sniled out of Bowmbay harbour
with the Hnglish trocps on board, The vast
bay, which for a month before had been crowded
with linge transports and resounded with the
rattle of shipping cargo and stores, wos now
doseried, except for the picturesque native boats

*and the mail steamor which was to convey the
Vicoroy, the Commuander-in~Chief, and the Gov-
ernors of Madras and Bombay from the shores
of India, A. low haze hung over the {thants
slesping in the yellow sunshine, the light purple
hills on the south lay bogking in the glave of
the intonse heant, while beyond, the dim island
of Tennery seomed raised above the slowly-henv-
ing seo and to bo suspended above the glassy



waves far down in the quivering and glaring
horizon, It was as though the mighty Ilindn
gods were, after the stotm and stress of lTing.
lish rule, entering pencefully on their ancient
heritnge, and easting over the land the divino
* Bpirit of their vast and brooding tranquillity,
Such was the day which witnessed the final
extinetion of the British raj in Indin, The
final extinction, asif was mannged, was, how-
ever, certninly =0t an impressive spoctacle,
but the English are not masters of the art of
ceremony, and, after all, the process of evacuat-
ing o country, where one has mled as s con-®
queror, though capable of sympathetic troat-
ment from the eloquentinl point of view, is
perhaps rather too suggestive of being kicked
belind to be a perfectly sntisfnotory performu-
ance to take parb in, Ilowever this mny be,
the exit of the ruling powor was distinetly not
8 dignified exhibition, The Viceroy and thoe
Comnmander-in-Chief drove down to the Apollo
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Bunder in one buggy (this ancient anomally by
the way had survived a century of reform), and
the Grovernors of Madras and Bombay followed
in another, This was wob transeendantly gor-
geous, but it was cheap, and as the House of
Representatives wonld have declined to pnsd
bills for any ceremonial expenses when the
Viceroy had once left Caleutta, the Marquis of
Lietemrip was not the man to ineur the wrath
of tho British tax-payer by any uudue exhibition
of magnificence, ‘The party was not mueh in-
sulted on its way to the bunder, the patient
"Iast in foet rogrided with its customary deep
disdain this part of the pevformance, as 1t had
regarded the logions trampling past during the
last month, end the people mostly looked on
with apathy not unmingled with mild derision.
«I wonder why the sahibs are all going
away,” said onoe old Mussulman reflectivoly
after the mengro cavalende had passod throngh

IPalkland rond,
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“ Wah, wah, have you not heard tho nows ?”
said & Punjabi, who stood near. * Liston than,
do you understand or do you not 7 The LIussians
Lave o machine that flies in the air like o bird
and pours down bullets and fire like rain, nnd
burrows under the ground like & fox, and de-
stroys & whole mumy with the breath of its
nostrils, May Allah bo onr protection | o terri-
ble demon; so the sahibs go away through
fear,”

“You speak like o child,” interposed o
Pathan hastily, *the real case is, thal tho
Amir of Kabul-~may he ba fortunate in war t-—°
sent & message to the Lord Sahib that if the
Feringli army did not depart to ITurope, he

would bring fire and sword on the cities of the

Punjab, TIlance it is that they go.”

““ Peace, peace,” anid a third contemptuously,
“ the words of truth are not in your mouths,
The truth is, thet the Padishah of Rown, that
mighty warriov—may tho proteetinn of God be



(55 )

on him { —hag, by the merey of God, taken

tho King of Tngland prisoner and lkeeps the

accursed ICalfir in an fion cage in the bazar at
Istamboul. Ila offered a thousand ciores of
ransom, but the Padishah would aceept nothing,
but that Indin should be given back to Islam, -
Do it i3 given baek to us. This is true, the
Moollal told us this last night in the mosque.”

“ Ay, it 18 wonderful,” seid the first spealker,
“but the Padishah of Roum is tiuly a gieat
warrior §  and then the attention of the group
was diverted to a passing Hindu ereditor, whom
and whose femnle relations they veviled with
much freedom and point, and informed him in
crude terms that his chance of ever getting his
money was now lafinitely remote, for the dnys
of his iden of justice were past, and thet the
Courts swould be closed before long,

Such wore tha theories whioh accounted for
the remarkable phenomenon of doparting rulers,

and the mutier was rendered so intelligible to
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the native mind that they forbore from any out.
spolcen oxprossion of feeling, A few of the
lookers-on jeered af and cursed tho procession
a8 it passed, and ocensional mud was thrown
after the humble vehicles, but it was not until
the party arrived at tho bunder whon an Afghan
rished at the Commander-in-Chief with a knife
that anything momentous oceurred. Ifowaver,

His Excellency was hiastily shoved on lo the

bunder boat unhuort, and it was not long before
the mail steamer got under weigh and moved
slowly ount of Bombay haibour,

I am awaro that more might be made of thiy
apisode, and that, as an accoant of a gieat histori-
cal transaction, the foregoing narrative is paina
fully bald and meagre, but as the immortal Mr,
Chadband observes : “ If tho master of thislouse
was to go forth into the eity, and thero see an
eel, and was {o como back and wag to eall untoe
him the mistross of the houso, and was to say,

Sorah, rejoive with me, for T hoave seon an
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elephant, would that be Terewth 7 Probably,
however, tho propristors of the ¢ Daily Tele-
graph ” were correct in thinking that the Dritish
publie wounld require more for their pennies than
tliis, and that they would not be sntisfied when
they got somathing of n very diffarent ordes,
So, ns has always happened in the history of
that paper, the neeessary supply of picturesque
and perfecily aceurate information was not want-
ing, The* Daily Telograph ” the next morning
contained six oolumns of printed matter headed
“Trom our Special Correspondent, Bombay,”
and apparently written from that eity, though it
wag singular that the manuseript of this valuable
addition to contemporary history was brought
to the office of the journal by a small boy, a
denizen of one of the courts in the neiglbour-
hood of IMleet Street., IIlowever, the place of its
composition was immaterial as long as the public
gol loeal colouring, and local eolouring thay

-

had of tha most gorgeous oriental deseription,
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Our Special had set down to write almost ex-
hausted with emotion, Tha seene of leaving ha
had withegsed that day reminded him of nearly
every incident recorded in ancient or modern
history, from Adam and Bive lenving Paradise, to
the Bmperor Alexander IV leaving the Wintor
Palace (lie left through the roof, cjested by n
bomb), showing a wenlth of historieal allusion
which struck onvy inlo the most cultred
breast., Then he lapsed into oxalted morality.
“ How different,” he eried, * wag the proces-
gion T have witnossed to-day {rom any Roman
trinmph that might hiave been geen two thousand
years ago winding down the Tarpeian rock,”—
“¥What 1 like about the ¢ Telegraph,’” a conutry
clergyman is reported to have obgerved, *ig
its scholarly tone,” and this the lapss of years
had not impaired.—* How different the sanguin-
ary procossions of Dblood-thivsty concuerors like
Wolseloy or Roborts recking with the gora of
thelr slaughtered fellow-creatures from the snh-
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lima spectacle of a whole nation absorbed ir
gratitude that I have contemplated to-day. A
seene of parallel enthusinsm has perhaps never
been witnessed in the history of the woild, and
had it not been seen could never have been con-
ceived by the human imagination,” (Lhe
honest chronicler wiote this last sentence with
o giin,)

“ But it is time that I should give my readers
some iden of the spectncular magnificence of
the great pageant of to-day. TFrom Sulsette
to Chowringlee, from the Mall to the Carnag
Bunder, nll the vast population of Dombay
turned out to witness the imposing show. The
wenther was perfect, & gentle breeze fanned the
palm-trees which line Madow Street, and rus~
tlad ammong the banyan trees which overspread
wilth their variegated folinge tho ancient onstle
of Bombay, The procossion in whioh it was
computed that upwards of two millions of people

took parl was worthy of the ancient retiown
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and splondour of tho DBritish mpire in Indis,
First came tho Vicoroy in a raised car deawn
by four white elophanis and survounded by
emblematie figures, such as ludia waoping for
the departure of Tagland, and idenlized Reers-
. taries to Govermment olforing to ITindu minidons
red offico boxos sontaining Lioenl Sol{-Crovern-
ment, Privileges and Constitutional Freedor,
* The lntter iden was also tastafully and trathlully
represented by an enormous many-coloured papor
balloon, which unfortunalely got entangled with
one of the elephant’s tusks, and collapsed beforo
the procession was half ovor, Avound tho car
naittch-givls, with tho picturesyno ganzy gar-
menks and flash-coloured tights which distinguish
these orienial donsewses, grneefully pirovetted
to the strains of what is known as a lnropa
hand, the musiciang being dressed in the anciont
aniforms of DBritish privates and producing
sounds simultancously but with perfect inde-

pendence on all the Instrmuents known W a
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Britisli orchestra. Tho Vieeroy, wiho lookad
well, wns most affable in his greetings to the
orowd, and was constantly engaged in bowing
and ducking his lead fo avoid the brick-hats
which his devoted snbjects let fly at him, This
Inst is an oriental method of expressing pro- .
found regret at the departure of a charished
guest, and was most typieal of the emotions of
the mob at this trying moment. Next came
the vepresentabives of every caste in India,—
firat of conrse Brahmins riding on cows, with
sacred threads bound round their hens or grace-
fully depending from their tails; Then came g
deputation of Mahometans of high birth and
notorious sanctity, earrying in their haunds their
natlonal dish of # boar'’s head, To them sue~
coeaded o countless series of othov castes, among
whom & ourious sect called ¢ Shalwashun’ at-
tracted somo attention from the singulerly dis-
cordant noises they made on the big drum and

with the trumpet, and the remarkable mixture
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of Ilastern and Wostern costumoe which thoy
aflected, Aftor thom camae the kitmutgars and
the bobbarchies, the latter order of nobles wera
espsainlly favoured by a former Viceroy, Lord
Lytten, followed by many others, Lhe enumera-
tion of which would, I fear, wonry my Western
1*&:1{191‘3.%:'1‘11& enormous procession was wound
up by the tdg-i-rig and bab-i-tel, enstern words
signifying the ot poliof, who testifiod their joy
by repeated shouts of ¢ urre bndmash,” and ¢ jao
soor,” which means, ‘mny peace and prospority
wait on your path, and may the ways of ocean
be made smooth beneath your returning foot,’
This may seem a good denl for these four words
to mean, but oriental languages are very com-
prehensive. The Tlouse of Ilepresentalives,
which was to meét for the flest time on the
following day, could mol spare any of ity
deputies for attendance, but thay wers woll ro-
presentod by a Pubtawalle, o high olficer of
State, whose hold and cowrtly benring was
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thoronghly represenintive of the stern and
proud Assembly to which we had with the
fullest confidence handed over our Indian
Bmpire. The bﬂnﬂcriph Fathers of Bombay
wers 1opresented by their Bangly, an eminent
official whose duty it 1s to search for abusey,
and whose emblematio stall of nfﬁu&zth broon,
was typical of the thorough way in "ﬁﬁﬂh liig
important functions are performed,» *%he whole
oity wore an aspect of rejoicing, and exhibited
its joy in o characteristically oriental fashion,
Fountains ran wine at the corner of overy
street, and wore chiefly patronized by Maho-~
medans, while oxon and pigs were ronsted wholo
for the benefit of both Iindu and Mussulman
vigitons, Nothing was wonted to make o por-
foot Saturnalia worthy of tho days of ancient
Grecco, I mixed freely with the people, and
partioularly dovoted myself to nseoriaining
their venl sentiments, I was principally struck

with tho extraordinary gratitude everyorno, ovon
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the humblest member of the population, appear-
ot to feel Lowards the groat nation which had
vestored them their liberty. On one grand old
specimen of an orienial mendicant I pressed o
rupee, pointing oub that it bore the likeness of
the Soversign ho had served with so mueh
loyalty ahd devotion. The old man was deoply
movad, and a crowd assemblod round me, nrging
mo to give them similar mementoos of their
much-loyed Bmperor. Finding itimpossible to
escnpe, I presented some of them with copper
piecces bearing the snme exalied effigy, Thoy

received them with some disconient, and one

man 8aid ‘Ifsramszads,’ whiech meansg ‘it s

not meet that we should receive the likenoss
of our beloved Sovercign in any wetal but the
hest and parest, whick is silver.” The nrgu-
ment was sound, and nothing but tho failure
of the ready-money in my pockets provanted
me from gratifying their sjmple desires, I
found it difficult to esonpo from their uver-
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whelming demonstrations of loyalty and affac-
tion, Another point that struek me was the
intimate knowledgo they appeared to have gain-
ed of Inglish polities, and thé keonness witly
which they appreciated their new position as
members of a free and constitutional Common-
wealth, Such an advance in political edueation
in & short hundred years stinck me as rphﬂllﬂﬂ
menal, but the pride and joy they falt in being
governed by a freely elecied Assembly of their
own countrymen wera evidently not assnmed,
and imparted an air of dignity even to the
Ywumblest citizen of the great Imperial Repub-
lie. ‘I value my privilege as a constifutional
¢itizen,” said a lithe young Afghan to me, in
his native Pushtu, ¢ the franchise is the pledge
of my loyalty, and the dignity of our Parlinment
ig veflected aven upon me & humble but incor-
raptiblo composite voter,” and his sparkling eyes
showed liow Qeoply he appraciated hiis position,

I questionsd him as to the groat siatesman, Mr,
b
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(3lndgtono Tlerbort, who had bestowaed this boon
on his Enstern fellow-subjocts. The tears roso
to his eyos—* I would givo nil I have in the
world,’ he snid, ¢ whieh is not much* (1L cortaine
Iy was not, as far ag I conid see, all he had wny
h 1ag 1ound his loins and a erooked knils,) ¢ to
hove half-an-liour alone with ¢, ITerbert Sahib,
or any other Kaffir ¢ thon,’ he ndded in a tone of
deep emotion, ¢ L would show him,” ¢ A Kaffir,
I may oxplain for the benefit of those of my
readers who ara not orviental scliolars, Iz tho
nearest Bnstern equivalent for a divine fignre
from the North, DBunt I should exhaust my
readers’ patience, were I to nttemph to portray
the convaisations I had with overy class of
natives. Ilow a venerable high priest of & IPar-
see Fire Temple, with grey benignant syes,’
and so on for about four more columng, variad
by gorgeous descriptions of orieutnl sconory,
and brief excursions into the histories of orions

tul gonguorors § how Akbar would have enjoyad
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the sight, vould he have lived to see this day,
which unfortunately he had not survived to
withess; lhow Aurungzebe and DMahomed of
Ghuznsa wonld lave revellad in counstitutional
government, then by an onsy transition to the
exploits of the Biitish army, the thin red line §
and how the Duke of Wellington dashed against
o flely fow ab Assayo with ouly one, till such
bining as were left to the readers of the *Daily
Tolegrnph® recled, and the India section of the
commonplaoce book of the worthy secribe was
exhansted. Then he wound up with & striking
= perorntion, f*The pageant,’” he wrote, ¢“is over,
the tom-toms and fire-flies whisper among the
pain-trees, the gay light of the oressets on the
mosques slowly fade, the sity is hushed save
for the muffled 10ar of some wild dhobie and the
distant scream of the piowling bhistie, I mn
along, tho one repiesentatave of the vnoo ruling
race, now in n strangs land amid steange faces,

I votiro to mnse over the panoramp of the past
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and the wondrous events of the dny, to seck
rofregshment and repose amid the gloom of
snorad grovos, classic buildings, and hallowed
shades,” The honest man was as good as hig
word § e did retire to seek refreshment, if notl
ropose, to some neighbouving (wine) shndes
nmid the gloom of the clasgis buildings of F'leot
Street, where he restored tho tono of his gignan.

tie mind with & drink,
%



CHAPTER IV,

The rosy morn which nshered in the day on
which the Babu Parlinment was first to assemble
was the lerald of quite as portentous a world-
plienomoenon for Calenttn as the great Qny of
departuie had been for Bombay, DBut alag! on
this ocoasion the sasred bard was lacking, owing
to the fact of his having indulged too freely in
his potntions the night before in his oriental
bower in Fleet Street. :But indeed even a
“Daily Telagraph” comespondent would have

bean hardly adequate to the present oceasion

probably notiiing bub the ready pen of a Ben.
gali Babn conld have given the subject the
ayimpathetic treatment it deserved, The splon-
dour of the apening of Parliament was slightly

sliorn by the foct that the ITouse was to meat in
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the Town TIall, and the Sessions wora to conli-
nue in that locality, which, as ons of the Depu.-
ties who had served nundoer Governmout, observad,
wos only sub-pro-tgm Parlinment, till tho spa-
cipus new Capitol, which was to cost filty lnos,
was propaved for thoix reception, This build-
ing, which was fo be of tho moslt eapacious
dimensions, and to contnin n countless series of
lobbies, in order to meet the tnstes of men who,
-as o shrowd American observer had deelaved,
ware gifted with a natural genius for lobbying,
was only planned and estimated for, and it was
thg%vil ostimntes with which the Babu Parlin-
ment first proposed to grapple,  In asmall room
on the bagement was the one representative of
the Iata ruling power—an official over whaose
office door might bo discovered the following
inseripbion—“Suzerain office.” The presiding
genins of this departinent was a Iurasian elerk

on Its, 50 a month, and his duties sonsisted in

suporyising an office table and chair sud a
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bundle of forms, llended ¢ Suzerain of India to
wit,”  What these forms were to be nsed for
no one had forged the dimmest conception ;
ltowever, a8 the clerk only attended fo business
for about o gquarter of an hour a montl, when
stepped in to smoke a cigar, the precise nse »o -
which he intended to put them was not & matter
of very muech importance, Navertheless, the
opening of Parlinment was as satisfactory as it
could be in such a mediocre building as the
Town Hall, and the arrival of the Depufies in
overy speeies of vehicle, from the hamble ticea
gharry to the dashing dog-cart and tandem, and
the still more gorgeous break and four-in-hand,
which the Dresident of the Assembly used,
oxcited the onthusiasm even of the Calentts
streot boys—a race naturally given to the
oriticism of disparagement., Chaeerg {rom the
bystanders grected each Deputy s ho drove up,
and the shops weve decorated with flags and

Joyul mottoes, One merchant put up *Lhy
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will ba done ’—n santiment adapted to any form
of governmeont, but which was presumably meant
on this oceasion to apply to the Assembly,
Another had *Weleomo to owr Liord,” tho memo-
1ial of somo Viceregal visit, Othais had * God
- bless the Prince of Wales,” ¢ ITurrah,” ¢ Good-
bye, dear Sir;” and other eoqually simple and
appropriate sentences, ¢ Ah,” said the President
of the Asgembly, Babu Joy Kisgen Chunder San,
to his Private Secretary, ashe drove up saluted
by all in his four-in-hand break, * truly, n four
n the hand is worth two in the bush, is it not,
g 10F denr,” and the Secretary, though the remark
was nob quite ag intelligible ng might have beon
expected from o person of the President’s lumi-
nous intellact, nevertheless quito concurred in
“the justice of the obgervation, When tho chief
of the Assembly entored the hall, he was grati-
fied to find every man at his desk, whore inlkstnnds
and paper and copies of Roget’s Thosnurus of

Words and Phrases had boen thoughtf ally pros



( 73 )

vided for the accommodation of members by the
outgoing English adminisgtiation, Tha Jast-
mentioned valnable work, which lind alieady
done so much in forming the mative mind, and
moulding the style of Bengali-English, was
intended to assist in the elogquence of debate,
though indeed any such assistance was hnardly

needed, and to introduca variety of style to the

spoeehes on oifher side of the House. ¢ was

also gratified to obseive that the membars had
divided themselves, nocording to his strict orders
into Liberals and Conservabives, At flest the
arrangoment of parties hnd caused tho worthy
President much perplexity, IIe had deeply
studied the Iinglish constitution, and was aware
that no Govorument worthy of the name eould
oontinue fo exist unless there were certnin
people to bring forward measures, and certain
otlier people to oppose Lhem, whatever they ware.
So he had to instruet his depulies as to the

natuwie and functions of an Opposition, and his
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course of instruction was atlended with some

pectltar embarvassments, The firat diffienlty

that had to be overcome was, Lliat all wanted to
bo Libaernls aud to belong to the party in power
~—all, that is oxcopt the two old Mussulmans,
ad it would have been sbsurd to regard theso
two old fossils as a constitutional opposition,
Howaever, when the system was explained to tho
members, and it was pointed out to them that all
would in turn hold office and enjoy the swyoots
of patronnge, they zave in, and divided them-
selves, as the fairest nnd most practioal arrango-
menb, inte cqual parvts, half beiug o Conservative
opposition and hall Liberal ministerialists, M,
Humebogue, the Parsee, the Shalwashuniats,
and the two old Mussulmans were aliowed to si
where thay liked, and would have formod a kind
of vagranl Tourth Pariy, only thera was no
Third, Howaever, tha deputics had femly stipu.
Inted that, on all questions of spending maonay,
tho entire Houso wis to be consulted, nud to this

- e —_

g e
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the resident had seen no objection whatever,

le hiad likewise experienced muoch diffienlty in

forming a Ministry, as everyone, not unnatur-
ally, wanted to be o Minister, aund really, as far

as administrative capneity went, thore was not a

pin to choose between any of them, Idowever,
some lind superior claims as influential and
wenllhy ecitizens, and it wns on the express
understanding that the Ministry so formed was
nok to enjoy the delights of power for morse than
a week, but was then to make room for another
seb nf disinterested patriots, that cight distin-
guished statesman wero selected, and the distri.

bution of post was as follows i—

Babu Jay Kisson Chundev Sen, OL.1,, President of
the dssembly,

Bubu Bladeenath Laikalal, B.A., Minlster of War,

Babu Rathanath Mounterjeo, Undor-Secretery for
War, and Inapeotor- Qenaral of Cavalry,

Bnabu Seagyon Maochasik, B A, Mindster of Marine.

Babu Thumbuldeon Bavinkjeo, B.A,, Ainister of
Hulidio Works,
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Babu Littleybhai Smakerjoe, M.A., Minister of Jdu

cation,
ILabu Datadoweh Domunny Ghose, B.A.,, Mingsier

of Finanoe,
Mr., Twope Mookerjee, C.LE., B.A., Minister of
thangs in goneral,

*Thae lastnonbioned Cabinet Minister was so
named by his fond and proud parents to com-
memorate the fnot of his having been born in
London, Thoy wero all elogquoent, and the Minis-
ter of Finanee, ns was filting, had more nephows
and consins than auy man of his age in Bongal,
The Cabinot weve sealed abt the farther end of
tho hall near the President’s chair, and looked
as important as their attitudos, which ware vari-
ous, admitted of their looking, “Their bearing
had all the insolence of offico, but the (net that
most of them had drawn up their Rurope beois
on the broad velvel*sents, while somo wore
sitting with thoir uhins*ri'ﬂnyfully resbing on thoeir
knees, slightly took off from tho dignity of their
presence, ‘Lhey wore likewise ohewing botel
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nub 0 & man, and their present mode of eon-
thm#g the business of the countiy consisted of
placidly supervising the opeiations of a red-
coated ehuprnssie, who, seated on the floor with
alL enm‘muuis pile of letiers around him, was

cugnged in opening them and stamping them .

with the seal of the IIouse. ‘The Ministry had
perused some hundreds of these petitions, but
finding that they all began, * Honouved Sir,—
Having been given to understand that some
places are about fo fall vacant under your
hononr's kind control, I beg to offer you my
sorvices for the snme, I am the poor man, but
belonging to high family, ete.,” the amusement
of opening them had slightly palled oun the rulers
of Indin, and the rest had been taken as read,
and were doomed to be “ recorded '’ by the chup-
rassie, Who wera these misaablo outsiders
who fondly imagined that they were entitled to

some share in the pickings of Constitutional

Governmont 7  Ilad not each member his quota,
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of neplews and Dbrothors-in-law for whom,
actuatod by that strong fumily affection which has
so ofton beon held up to the admiration of the
Woestern world, he was marally bound to provido?
So they lolled on thoir senis und U:}ll?ﬂl'ﬂﬂﬂ in
whispers, wille the chuprassie’s stamp enme
down with monotonous rogularity, Ilowavor,
on the myvival of tho Dresident, whe marchod
proudly up the hall in his full robes of office,
thoy straightensd themselves and turned over
papers with an air of offieinl importance, DBabu
Joy Kissen Chander Sen took his seat, and
having just finished his breakfast, proceeded to
eructate violently threo or four times; he then
blew his nase on &he floor, holding that organ
betweon his forefinger and thumb {for the pur-
pose, cleared his throat, expoctornted, and fiually
roso and burst into a fload of eloquengo :

® Gentlomen, follow-countrymon, shall I not
gny follow-membhors of Parliamont and Romans,
loud me your ears, Lhis is the proudest moment
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of my wvite, ars longa, vite brevis, as the poet
says, when I seo before me your physiognomies
and visages all full of constitutional transs
formation; indecd, I ain as it were in a hurly-
burly, and say to myself, I am now in & mora
nohle position than Washington, when lLe urgad .
his troops agninst the myrmidons of Spain,—
than Cleon in the *Sﬂl‘lﬂfiﬂ, when he sevarely
reprimanded the Jacobins for theirerimes,-—~than
Cicero, when he stirred up his fellow-eitizens to
make war on the Carthaginians: all this I say
is this princely house and more, sitting on its
own Dbottom, and controlling the Iinancial,
Judicial, Revenue, Secret; General, Political,
Tdueational, and Public Works Departments
of the Government of Iudia.,” (Groat applause,
The President, lika Todgevs, could ¢ do it”
when lie chose.)

¢ And now,” continued the orator warming fo
his work, ¢ is there a man with a dend soul who

has never to himself said, my footis on my
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native honlh, and when I look and soe the
country where my ancestors bled, and wlich
thoy won by tho sword”* (his father haud entored
Calentla with a single eocounut, and laid the
foundation of his fortunos by eatting it up into
small picees and selling them fo little boys)—
“when I seo thr;u fertile plaing” watered by blie

i

rolling Ganges, in the middle of which this bust

Parlinment sits, tnen I think my bosom beunls
with patriotic exhilaration ; I am pround of my
countrymen whe have built up this lofty fabric
of coustitutional maguificense, and who, I think,
will continue to do so pretty well, Ifor wo are
thie advanced thinkers, and we show things to
others, and nobody shows nothing to us. We
are the heirs of the ancientwisdom of Aryavarta,
we are the sons of the Dengul which has con-
quered Indin, we are the B. A’s of the. Caloutta
Univearsity, superior to gentlemen sducntod nt
the Oxford, and if any ono fry to show lis

bettor enlightenment, or intelligence, or re-
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pregentative character, or benevolence, lob ws
soy, Pooh, IPooh, teach your grandmothor :
to lay eggs.” (Cries of ¢ ghiahbash, ” * bahnt
uteha, ¥ and ¢ go Et, dear chap,” and the
Salwashunista proceeded to perform a brilliant
fantasie on the big drum and to evince signs of -
beginning to * needurill,” so that he had to he
suppressed by the officers of the House.) * Lot
us then,” continued the spenker, “ go on like
blazes in the course of civilization and progress,
and guided by the teaching of theology, psycho-
logy, geology, physiclogy, doxology, and socio-
*logy, ond all the other sciences that the quid-
nuncs boast of, we oan confront the unmitigated
myrmidons of despotism, and say to the adver-
saries of freedom and jurisprudence, You be
blowed! Let us each and all be Norval on Gram.
pian hill, and rejesting rhodomontade, hiyperbole
metaphor, flatnlence, and hypereriticism, make
for tho gonl of our hopes whore to be or net to

be, that is the question.” (Rapturousapplause. )
6



i« Lot ug show our cud dono, and heimaetieally
gen) the tongues of our enemies not to bo oponed
except by vis magor. When I look round on
thig impetial, primoval, and financial assembly,
T call to mind the saying of my dear mamma,
* nly son cut your cloth necording to your oot ;
and, indeed, dear brothers, ifnot, how can dof
(Applause,) Lot us purge our souls with hic.
cup, 50 that we oan see, aud cub up rough when
the base detractors of our famoe make libel, and
say ‘this Bengali Babu mno use, wo are the
supelior people,’ so they go on always showing
sorpent’s eloven hoof and falsehood making, but
it is we who have the more lofty magnanimity,
wo have had the cultivated education ;” and
once lannched on this topie, the orator proceed-
ed for another hour or so, listened to with rapl
attention, for the Babu was ncknowledged to Lo
the first.of living Bongnl orators, and ltis words
ware fn% to he words of profound and weighty
meaning. Ilowevar, aven Babu eloquence comos
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to an end at last, and he proceeded to instrnet
them out of the profundity of his acquaintance
with the working of the British Conatitution
how thie business of the day was to be conducted.
‘““ First,” he said, “yon make humble addiess,
thon I give gracious reply, then we consider’
Budget, wverbum sap, bus!” The orator sat
down covered with applause, and the two old
Mussulmans woke up and snid, © jo hukum? in
their simple piimitive way, amid the ironical
sniffs of theit more enlightened fellow-deputies.
The naxt instant every man in the assembly was
on his feet, eacl desiling to add his guota o0
the flood of eloquence which wns evidently des-
tined to be g characteristic of this model Par-
lHament, and as all began to gpeak at once, the
effect was impressive, though slightly confusing,
Soon unseemly wrangling began, and such ex-
clamations ag, ** You shut up,” ¢ ynu’vuﬁgﬁt 1o
locus ystands,” *chup rahe,”  you no catch

yspoakor's eye,” and tholike, were heard through
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the din. Af last they began to make uneompli-
mentary remarks concorning tho moral chavacter
of the female members of eaoh other’s families,
and finally matters went so far thal one Babu
woent through a complicated operation, whioh he
magined was clenching his fists (with tho
thumbs striking out) and placing himsell into
an attitude of self-defence, which he accom-
plished by presenting his stomach to tho front
and holding his arms as far apart as possible,
Tha President thon thought it tima to interfore,
and ringing his bell to command silenco, an-
nounced that the address would bo postponed,
and that the House would ¢ become Commitieo
and consider bndget,” and anyone who had a
motion to bring forward should do so, Instantly
the whole assembly were on their feel again,
enoh man with his dozon oy so of motions, and
indead the bills that were alrendy {iled on the
notice papers of the Mouse were remarkable
for their number and variety, Mr, IInmeboguo
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had submitted the modest proposal that vegeta-
rinnism should be enforced by law, end ot of
the three hundred and sixty advanced Hindu
thinkers, who composed the assombly, three
hundred and fifty-nine (the President being the
one exception ) had announced their intention of °
bringing forward bills, making the practice of

slaughtering kine punishable with penal servi-

tude for life, However, the hope of participat-
ng in the spoils of the budget rendered the
vestoration of order possible, and Babu Dats-

dewsh Demunny Ghose proceedad to unfold to

*the House hia financial plans for the futare.

Tlie firgt reform to which he invited the IHouse
to agsent was in the matter of payment to mem-
borg, They were aware {who bebter?) how
much they had sacrificed to the cause of thoir
conntry, * leaving domus et placens uwor to give
themselves up to the service of Respublica,” -
and it wns only fitting that their graveful coun-

try shounld recognize their services in thé only
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way possible by remunerating thom for their
attendance, The entive country, he said, was
in favour of this reforni, nnd ns a proof of this,
e begged to rend an article {rom the J[lindu
Puiriot (of which he was propriotor and aditor,
«but this littla fact wns not mentioned), in which
that inflnential jownal warmly advosated tho

change he proposed. The article wns rond

amid genorsl satisfaction. Ils proposed, thoere-

fore, that every member should be paid at the
vate of Rs, 5,000 a month whilo the onse was
sitting, and Rs. 2,500 a month when tho Ilonse
was in recess, and he proposged a vote of upwards
of two arores of rupaes for the purpose, Tho
sum fixed showed how well the I'inange Minis-
ter knew his conntrymen, and how thoroughly
he was awnre that, under the siroumstanoes, their
love for their fatherland wonld induce them
to be in session the whole yenr round. The
proposal met with only one nmondment, which
was to tho effect, that the sum should be raised
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to Rs. 10,000 o month, but this was felt Lo be &
little too much at first, so the original propo-
sition, which indead every member had intended
to introduce himself, was oarried by acclamnation,

The Minister next proposed a large incrense to

the ostablishment of the Honorable Ohambes:
about one thonaand Secretaries, Assistant Secre-
taries, Deputy Assistant Secrefaries and Depn-
ty Adjotant. Quartermaster- General - Assisiant
Secretaries ; also two thonsand Record-keepers,
Deputy Recnrthlcaapérs, Deputy Assistant Re-~
cord-kkeepers, and Deputy Assistant Commis-
sioners, for the purpose of keeping records: like-
wige three thousand Commissioners for facilitat-
ing ousiness, Deputy Commissioners for facili-
tating business, Assistant Deputy Commissioners
for the same purpose, and in addition to these
nboub @ thousand sub-pro-lem - deputy - acting
subordinate-nssistant-official assignees for the
purposa of seeing that business was fncilitated,

and the journal of the Iouse written up to
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date,~in all abouf soven thousand places ha
proposed to create, in order to assiet in tho work
of legislation, and the eppointments to these
places hoe guggest od shounld be vested in the
membars, each man having abont twenty to dis-
pose of, Ile was sure that the House would
agree with him that these proposals wero excoed-
ingly moderate, would groatly accelerate legis-
Intion, and wonld provide many honest and
worthy men with suitable employment. IFor
this purpose, hoe proposed to set asido aboul
three crores of rupees in the budgoet. Tho
Deputies, ench of whom lad » similar motion
in his pocket, ngreed to these proposnls slso
without hesitation, and it was universally felt
that the work of carrying on a Constitutional
Government was about the casiest and most
alluring employment that the free and indopend-
ent statosman could wish for, Then tho dis-
cussion of the budget proceeded momily, large

girants wore mde to Hindu tem ples, thongh not
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a member would hove admitted that he had any
faith in any Hindu deity, and literary societies
and debating clubs, where young Bengal might
begin to rise, ns one of the Deputies expressed
i, * like o lion refreshed with wine,” also came
in for their share of endowments, Special pro-
vision was also made for the marriages and
funeral ceremonies of the members aud theijv
relations, in fact, so lavish were these honest
men that, towards the olose of the afteinoon,
the Assistant Deputy Secretary in the Financial
Department discovered that there was a deficit
of about eight crores of rupees in the Lndget.
The idea of a loan was enterfained and aban-
doned, a8 it was thought that the competition
for the honour of lending money to the new
republic might be slightly restricted, and no one
could be discovered willing to float it, or indeed
to have nuything to do with it, wnder the im-
pression that it might invelve some pecuniary

responsibiliby, so there was nothing fol it but



{ 90 )

to cut down expondittie,  Tho ttwn ol punsions,
“ gxeopb to degorving mon ” {which onabled the
Deputics to provide for their friends and follow-
castemon ), disapponred at oneo, and thon Babu
Bladeenath Linikatal, the Ministor of War, rose
and made & speech, which stamped him at onge
ns ono of the loading oralors of the day, It
was n long denuneintion couched in sesguipeda-~
linn eloguence of war, the military spivib and a
standing evmy, all of whieh wore, as he pointed
ont, angchronisms and anomalics. # The reign
of ponce,” ho said, * had begun, the lion lay
down with the nnicorn, nnd wars, which brought
monay to wiso men and counters to fools, hind
10w become as obsoleto ng the Bohemoth or the
Shibbolath,” and so on for some hours, I-Ilis
glowing peroration in favour of pence, wham he
degeribed as *“stonding like type in a fomnt,
from which sprang, like Venns vising from the
dead, the dragon’s teetl: of the nrmy of indus-

try,” wus regarded ng o mngterpioce of rensonod
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eloquence, and lie finally carried his hearers with
him when he councluded, ¥ I pronounce that war
is dead and buried, and I make epithalamium
over his grave. CGod is God of Peace, and I
will aid him fo carvy out his work in this deparg-
ment with all my power.”” Loud applanse fol-
iowed, and there was probably joy among the
angels in heaven on learning that a young Babu,
with sloping shonlders and a quiver in his knees,
had finally decided to give his valuable assist,
ance to the operations of the Supreme Being,
However, the upsimt of the debate was that half
» the army wns to be disbanded, and the other
half were to have their pay ent down fifty per
cenb. Having thus balanced the nccounts, and
h satisfastorily accomplished their work, the Babus

adjourned to refresh themselves after thelabours

of the day’s session,



CITAPTER V,
Tho Barrackporo Division, one of the most
“important, if not the most important, in India,
was ab that time commanded by Major-Gonornl
Ahmed Shah, e wns an Afghan by desoent, o
Barukzye, and connaected by blood with the lut:f

ruling family in that country, though his ancos-
tors had been for two gencrations settled in

Indis, He was ¢ man of about sixty, and had

served in youth through all tho ranks of tho
Anglo-Tndian army,  When the Tuvopean
officers were disestablished, ho natnrally reso
to high commaud, and had strenuously devoted
Limself for some years to winning the aflection
of the regulnr native troops, snd keoping him-
gelf prominently before thelr notics, ‘Lhough
not nominally Commander-in-Chief, this post
had been bestowed on n Hindn Subsdar-Major
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of advanced age, who spent his time on his
estate near Lucknow ; he was in reality the fove-
most man in the army as occupying the supreme
command in the most important division, the one
ab the head-quarters of the new (tovernment,
and the only allegiance ho owed was to Babu
Bindeenath Laikatal, the Minister for War, an

army administrator, for whom he had naturally

not the most profound respest, Hehad watched
with ]mil'lglﬂd scorn and amusement the aban-
donment of their empire by the English, and
the remarkable substitute they had provided to
carry on the administration of the countrys but
Alimed Shal was too cool and saghcious to
risk anything by premature revolt, When the
British troops were finally ont of the country,
and when the hssembly had effectunlly discre-
dited itself, as lwa felf perfeotly certain it would
do in a month or two, then the geramble for
power would begin, and the man who was af the
hond of a compnct and disciplined body of troops

.

1
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—for he intonded at onee to forece the Com-
mandor-in-Chiel to abdicnto his position——wonld
naturnlly be ann important fastor. Visions of
ompire had passed before hisimaginationy why
should not he, & memboer of the royal Afghunn
‘[Touse, establish a new and mightior Mogul rule
nt Delhi, and found = dynasty of distinguished
princeg who would ro-establish the ancient
Mussulman faith and carry their triumphant
arm# from Cabul to Cape Comorin 7 But matters
were not yot ripe, so e matle no ovort move
he only leopt himsell{ constantly informedl of all
that happened st the Native Courts, and of the
temper of his own men, and was well supplied
with the latest news from boyond the frontier,
indeed, the only obstacle, as he clearly saw, to
his ambitious plans, lay in the dominating posi-
tion of Russin beyond the frontier, and for yoars
past hig intrigues had been dirested to detaching
hig countrymen as much as poseible from any
infldel alliance, and ontbidding Rusgsin in the
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offers she made for the support of the Afghan
clans, Ilis intrigues also aimed at getting
some substantiol agreement from the Muscovite
power through the Iinglish Government that no
attempt fo interfers with India should be made,
and in this he was entively successful, The
Russian Government bound itself by the most
snered of promises, the Bmperor's own inviolate
word of honour, to attempt nothing of the kind ;
but the wily Afghan knew precisely, and much
better than the simple Knglish Ministry, the
value of thege promises, and his anxiety on the
subjeet was not much abated, Howover, it
might give him a little time, and time was all
important, If only he econld consolidate his
power before those nconrsed Giaours came pour-
ing down from the hills, and if only he could
throaten them in the rear, his success might be
assured, But it was uphill work in Afghanistan,
for Russia lind commanding influence and was

oii the spot, and Aluned Shah kuew wall that
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the prospect of immediate loot would bring overy
Afghan regardless of future comsoquences to
the Russian standards, Ilis position would
than be critical, as hio would be forced to appear
as the defen der of Indin against his own co-
. voligionists and follow-countrymen. It was
therofore with deep anxiety that ho walcehed
ihe course of cvents, and waited impatiently
to see what line the new Assembly would take.

On the evening of the day when tho Ilouse
of Representatives had fiist mel, tho Genoral
was istting, aftor his frugal meal, in the veran-
dah enjoying his hoolkah, and list ening to the
muemur of tho night birds, and tho rustling of
the hot wind through the trees, while his mind
was engaged in doep roflecetion on all kinds of
political possibilities. Iis reverie waus broken
in upon by the sharp clatter of & horse’s hoofs
and the challenge of the sentry outside his
honse, and in o {ew seconds his Aide-de-oamp,
whom he had send inte Calonlta the day before
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to report, ecame huiriedly into the verandah
and saluted his chief, ¢ Goneral Bahib,” he
said, * have you heard the news? ”

“ What is it, son of DMahomed Ali,” anid the
General rousing himself, ¢ has Sindia declaed
war on ITolkar, or mie the Russians mnarching
on Lahore?” Neither of these events wers
unexpected by Generel Ahmed Shab,

“ No, no, but the news of Caleutta, of the
Subal,” replied the Aide-de-camp,

“1 sent you to get it,” said the old Afghan
smiling, * liow shonld I have heard it ?”

““Why the Assembly,” burst out theyoung man
impetuonsly—* those sons of burnt fathers, may
Allah confound them |—have passed a law dis-
bending half the army, and euiting down the pay
of the rest one-half, to spend the monsy on thair
own filthy and obscene stomachs. What aSirkar]
thus to treat the men who eat their salt, T wish
the sahibs wore back again, What shall we do,

General Sahib, did you ever hear such a thing 2”7
7
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"ho old General, to tho greal surprise of his
Aido-de-camp, who expected n violent outhurst
of fury, listoned quictly to this intolligoneo with
o smile, which gob more and mora pronounsed
(111 ot last ho burst out inte o hearty lnangh,

° « Tg thig true 2 ho suid, ¢ the Kallirs! guroly

Shaitan has blinded the dogs 3 bub liaston now

and summon the Drigadiers and the Quartey.
master and Adj stant-Glencral, and order all the
troops to bo in ropdiness for an immodiato
mareh?  Within ten wminutes the stoll woro
assombled at the Genoral's bungrlow, and »
consaltation of upwards of an hour oensaed,
What passed ab ihoiv deliberations wng not
clenrly known, but within lwo hours alterwards
ihe mnible of guns, and artillery wugons, the
tramp of infantry, snd the cintter of cavalry
showed that the troeps wors on tho move, and
the direotion they made for belokened that the
ontire division was murching straight on Cal-
sutla,



CIIAPTER VI,

The Babu Durgesses of the great Indigh
Parlinment were rendered slightly uneasy, on
approaching the Town Ilall the next morning,
to obsarve n few pieces of artillery posted at
tha corners of the streets near the place of
assombly, and to discover that the squares and
lones were thronged with sepoys, smoking and
chatting, and apparently in high good huwmour,
Their first tmpression was, that ghe army had
spontaneously turned ont to do homags to theiy
elected Bulers, or that the Dresident had ar-
ranged to giva them an agreenble surprise by
hailing thelr second ooting with, salvoes of
artillery,  This pleasing delusion was, however,
goon dispalled on obsevying the demcanone of

the soldiers, whe, whenever a mewtber in his caie
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ringo wad pointed out o them, made throaten-
ing ond ingnlting gestures, spal on the ground,
and ouiged the unhappy roprosentative of the
people with all the volubility that Otientals
know &0 well how to display in the art of
dinlediotion, Theso were not cheering symp-
toms, and the livers of the Flected of the People
core tuened to wator within them g thoy ro-
flooted thut it was just possible that the army
might, a8 o body, object to having its pay
oub, and might ba apt to expross il ohjoe-
tious in o crude and violent form, Ilowever,
pothing pccurved to provont the assembling of
the Dopulies, who took thair sonts aud anxious-
Iy awaited tho nrrival of their Prosidont, That
distingnishied offieinl, however, Wwas, &8 nsuel,
holf an hour late—n course o consgidered con-
sistont with is dignity, so that tho membors
might rescive him with duo honour, Ile, too,
during his progress in his {four«in-hand, had
boen struck with the unusnally martial appoar-
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ance of the oity, but nothing oceurred till his
airival at the steps of the Town [Hall, where
he found General Alimed Shak smrounded by
his staff awaiting him, The old General saluted
the Prosident of the Assombly with serupulous
politeness, and said, * President Sahib, I, on
behalf of the ammy, have airived in Calenttn
in ordor to confer with your Honoiable FHouse
on many important matters of State,”

“ Ah,” said the Babu, nervously, assuming,
howaver, a most official and dignified air that
the slight tremor in his voice and suspicious
quiver about the knees somewhnt belied, ¢ we
shall ba heppy to receive your petition, Geneinl
Seliib, but, under Appendix B, Rule 1, Clause 8,
all petitions must be made oh one-ropee stamped
paper, and submitfed through the proper chan-
nelg-first, & wmemorandum to the DMinister of
War, who will mako minute on it, and thon will
give in veport to whole Ilouse, sitting in coms

mitlLea,”
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e Genorrl listenod to thig procedure with
oo Impatience, and some of hiy stall muttered
sander their beards thal they would see tho
accurged Kallivg farther st before thoy would
go through this conatitutionnl regimen. ¢ Youn

. spo, President Salib,” he said, * our business
is emorgent, and as I wish to confer with the
wholoe ITouse, and not with is Jxcolleney the

¢ Alinister for War, poritaps it will be batter that.
the audience should bo given ot onco.” ¢ The
Governpont,” ho added suavely, “ shoyld have
all four doors opon.”
o 4 Tmpossible, impossible,” sakd the mmhappy
President, who was now trying so odge townrds
the door in ordex to eseapo {rom further colloquy,
“the rules ave strict, une-rupee stamped paper
ig necessary according to law,”

“Wub, wal,” said the Gonoral, suddoenly
changing lhis tone, ¢ this is tho talk of children,
and I am unot a vakil to go about with stamped

paper 3 the matter admits of no deluy, will you
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o Will yon not admit ne to conference?® By
thig time the President lad slided guite close
to Lhe doov, whicl the chupragsie held invitingly
open for him, * Any petition you make, Gen-
aral Sahib,” e began ln o quavering voice as he
glanced round timidly to sce if the way wgs .
clene, “shall receive onr most muxiouns and
enrefnl consideration, onr most anxious and
careful consid ——"" At this moment one of
the stoff put his hand on his sword, and the
President bolted through the open door like ©
ratibit, while the door was closed Dbelind him
bofove lte eounld finish his sentenco. The General
wng loft discomfited ou the steps with the closed
door in front of lim, and looked 10mml on his
stafl with rather an ominans smile,

Tr0t us break open the building and blow
theso pigs from guns,” sail eno of the more
impatuous members of his following ;

“Or burn the howse down and ronst $lie

swine in their own fat,” suggested another;
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“Bhall our Goneral bo treated like this by &
sob of uncircumetsed dogs | Allah forbid,” add-
ed o third, and then shouted ¢ viclory to the
General Sahib !

“ Ponce, poeace,” said Ahwmad Shab, “no vio-
. lonce yeot, soma awny, and I will isgue suitablo
orders,” and tho party withdrow to where the
sepoys, who had not yot failon in, wore stund-
ng.

In the meanwlhile Babu Joy Wisson Clunder
Sen, almost fainting with nlarm, and secing his
own terror refleoted in the faces of all around
him, had seated himself in the Pregidential
chair, while ono obsequious chuprassie fanned
him with & hand-punlka, and nnother offored hima
glags of water, The Assembly under the influ-
ence of vague lenr, for they had heard some-
thing, thongh not all, of whal had gone on
outside, gnzed auxiously ab the Presidoent, and
showod syniptomng of boeing perfecily ready to

fly at the slightost wnacoustomoed wound, ‘Fhe
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Prosident in the meanwhile gasped, rolled his
liend and ejaculated ntintervals *urrd bap-re!”
““what a tpansaction,” “wah wila,” and finally,
after rubbing his stomaeh, got up and looked
round at the Assembly in blank bewilderment,
At this moment the roport' of a shot was heard |
outside, the members rose in agitation, and the
soats near the baok-door beeame suspiciously
crowded, ‘It isnothing,” said a chuprassie, on
his return from o reconnoitting expedition, fo
the almost fainting President, “only & dranken
sopoy has discharged his vifle by aceident, le
lias been arvested, but Sahib, the Buiia Géneral,
is coming ngain to demand admittance with his
soldiers, and I heard him give the order to the
artillery, that if he was not inside the door with-
in five minutes, they were to fire at the building
ns soon as the signal was given,” ‘Lhe per-
spiration stood in cold drops on the President’s
forehend, nnd ag the nows of this threat spread

through tho Assembly, a pale green line pre-
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vailod in overy nnxious countenance, and deop
sighs and gromns were heard around, Lhis time
yorterday they wore comfortably | ¢ making
hudget * and lhoaring eologtienco, and now—it
seemed like o hoirid dveams, and thelr oxeiled
imagination depicted them surionnded by amob
of brutal and bloodthiisty soldiers, Wag evor
patriotio virtuaso beset before! At this inomaent
the summons to open was homd on ihe door,
anothor shot was henrd outside, which sont a
gold shiver dowti ovory Labu bnek and pousod
another strategionl movement of desire to get
nowr tlienienns of, egiess, ‘'he Prusudent arose
and falteringly moved that Appendix B, Rule 1,
Climse 8, be suspended, and fhat the 1louse, in
the exorolse of its haneficent discrotion, should
congider any personal reprosentalions that tlo
Gonernl might make, This propossl wag ap-
proved and carvied with .nevvous rapidity, and
tha dodis were thrown apan, Anything way
bettor than that horrid shiot shonld come bursts
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ing throngh the windows distrasting DBabn
narves and perhaps destroying Dabu life, or that
tierco soldiers, with dreadful sharp swords and
pointed gunsshould stnrlﬂff eject the legislators
{iom their luxurious senfs gjf red velvet, o the #
doors wera flung open, uur:li;(}enerul Almed Bhnrh.
with his stall advanced to .&llﬂ centre of the hall,
Ile gave tho Presidont 93 militiry snlute and
egnzed round with i%niuﬂl L}EEI}G{H} on the tyemb-
ling groups of senatorsy ;H? )

“ President Sehib,”, ]iﬂ?ﬂ.}ﬂgml in s clear voics
and in puie Undy, ¥ we llﬂhﬁ'iﬂ been informed that
your Hanorablo Ilouse, ifF the exeidise of your
exalted wisdom, has been good enough to vonch-
gafe some measures of refprm to the nimy, and it
is on this matter that the nrmy desire to make
somo humble representations,” The President
nodded with some faint asstmption of trembling
dignity, ¢ Thess megsuies,” continued the Gen.
eral, ¥ nro, I grieve to say; not pleasing to the

troops nnder iy command, and they venture to
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suggost othors whiclt T am confident that your
ITonorable Houso will approvo of, Your Iixeel-
lencios have doeread that half the army is to be
disbanded, and the other half is to vocoive linll
pay.” % On tho eontrary,” ho continned with a
-arin,  wo propose that tho army bo incrensod by
50,000 mon to moeet the dungoers of the Slate;
tliat tho pay of all be donbled ; that the num-
bor of officers be inerensed Ly 1,000, and that
all ranks of officers rocsive promotion and ndded
batta, So yon sce that our view concorning the
administration of the army arc not pescisely
the same, and we venbure to submit that onr
proposals be carried into Inw by your exalted
House, and then wo will continuo to eat your
sali, and defend the country from the nttaclis
of enemies.” The Assembly listened {o this
harangue with blank dismay, wlhere wuns the
mousy to como lrom, and what would bocomeo of
thamembers’ allowances, and incrensod estnblish-

ments they had voled socheerfully the day bofore?
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“If my proposals are not eniried out,” the
Goneral went on to say, “there will be danger,
for the soldiers are angry, so we hiope the neces-

sary law will be carried at oncs, and without

delay.”
A mnrmur of assent avose from the staff, qud.
the President, Anding that no other member
betrayed any anxicty to make any observations,
rose with o painful effort, #The Honse,” he
said, “cannot be dictnted to by military vio-
lence, the Ilouse must be cleared, and the hume
ble representations of the loyal soldiey will be
debated upon and considered in due course,”

“ Dut this afternoon 1t must be done,”

urged
the Genernl, ¢ the soldiers are impatient, God
forbid that violence should be offered to this
noble Assembly; but justice must be done and
at once,”” Idowever, afler somo further wrangle,
it was arranged that the General and his staff
ghould withdraw, and the IHouse proceed at once

to doliberate on tho proposnl submitted to it;
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but the leaders of the army insisted on hostages
being left with them to onsuro the good faith
of the Ilouse, Uhis humilinting condition wus
instantly accopted, amd the Tarsee, the Shal-
washunista, and the two old Musstlman deputies,
“wlro had swvoyed tho seono with a sleepy kind
of amusement, were chogou by nniversal acela-
mation for this honourable servico, “The torms
wero accopted, the Shalwashunista ejneunlated,
¢ Amin, glory alliun,” and the doors were open-
ad for the military deputation and thair liostages
to deprrt,  The aflvighted mombers then enught
o glimpso of Dbattories of artitlery standing
massed with the guus peinted on the PParliamont
House, of the serried ranks of sopoys with fixed
bayonets appavently awailing tho -ovder to
charge and to put the wholo Ilonse to military
exeoution, A moment’s glanco wns enongh,
ad the trembling senators relurned Lo their
placed s all iden of resistanco was in each man’s
breast tobtully abandoned, and tho deshe fov
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individual safety was the supreme feeling of
this proud IHouse of Representatives, A dead
silence feld on the Ilnll whon the doors closed on
the party of officers, and for some minutes after-
wirds nothing was henrd but .agitated whispers
ad suppressed groans, At lnst the Minister
for War rose. 1 wove,” ho said, * that the
Housgoe adjonrn for o fortnight oun full pay on the
condition that the roops retire to their guarters,
and that, at the end of fortnight, the matier
should be reported on by a committes, and
finally submitted to the whole House,”

“ Bat the General sakl we must decide at
ongo,” broke in the President, * ah well-n-way
what shall we do, what shall we doj iruly o
live lon is wmove dangerous to meet than « dead
dog” (even in thot suprome moment liis ¢on~
soiousness of his perfect mastery over the art
of applying Euglish proverbs did not desert
Lim). ¢ What course,” he added, “does the

Honornble Llouse intend to pursue?” for indeed
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in o matter of this kind, his constitutional
knowledge supplied him with no procedent.

M Homeboguao voss, * 'Lhe Tlouse,” he said,
“ ennnob deliberato with freedom undor the gong
of a hostile forca, I movo therefore that wo
" adjonrn Lill to-morrow, and in the meanwhile
use our moral inflluenco to induce the troops to
depart,”

“ Yos, yos, to~morrow, to-morrow,” echoed all
the Deputies, discerning thorein a loopliole of
escape, “ We will come to-morrow, and all
shall be arranged.” T'he rattle of bnyonsts out-
sido added to the argnments it favour of the
wisdom of this courso.

“ Very well,” anid the President in despair,
“ to-morrow we Wwill meot and confront the
danger, and, if necessary, die ab onr posts; yon
will a1l eome to~morrow,” hae addod doubtfully,
as tho entire Ilougs mnado a strategio movemont
towards the back-door,

“Yes, yos,” thoy all shouted, * to-morrow,



( 118 )

to~-morrow we will moeb and die at our posts,”
There was a rustle of white raiment, a clattering
of Wurope shoes, a departing odour of cogon-

nut oil and betel-nut juice, and in two minutes

the president and Mr, ITumebogue were slone
in the spacious hall, % .

“ My brother,” said the latter depydy, “ these
aro the crises which bring out the moral worth
of n eitizen of Aryavara; §0-morrow our enemies
shiall be put to shame; but remember that, under
any circumstances, thore is no more noble death
than to die in defenco of representative institu-
«tiong, and no batber place to meet one’s end in
than this.,” Then he too disappeared out of the
hack-door.

The president, thus left alone, sent a hasty

messnga to the General, that the House had ad-

journed for the day, and would meot again, and
givo final orders at 10 axx on the following
morning, glanced at the few reports submitted

to the Ilousoe, one to the ellect that Seindin was
8

i
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massing his troops on Tolkar's frontior, auothor
(that pivacies had broken out on the western
coast, and o third lhat the Afzhens were ve-
ported to hiave attnoked and looted Peshnwur,
on all of which he hurriedly wrote the word

“record,” and then he likoewiso took his dopnr-

ture, and tho session was over for the day,



o
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CHAPTER VII,

w0 all that night long the camp fires blazed
“along the bridge of war,” on the Maidan and in
the prinoipal squares and streets, Thesoldiers

stayed near their posts, but the night was one of

story-telling and merriment, nor in Homerie

* language did any man lack his shave of the equal

fonst ( fairog ffone) with which the trembling,
but expsoetant citizens, who but yesterdny had
npplauded their representatives, hastened to sup-~
ply them. At length the day big with the fate
of Indin downed, the red hot weather sun aross,
mnd the ogitated President, who had not slept
¢ wink the whole night, and all of whose com-

wunicalions to hig colleagues had been met with
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tho invariablo answer ¢ give saloam, an answor
will snbsequontly be sent,” propaved to go forth
to the Chambor of Deputics, Ila had sont
round for the Minigter of War, and Mr. Tlume-
hagua to accompany him, but was informed that
beth thesc gentlemen had gono ouf, ag ho pre-
sumed, to the Tlouse, so it was anlono that he
drove in his four-in-hand, along tho familinr way
to the Town Hall, Ifis reflections, ns he passed
along, wero not of the most cheoring desorip-
tion ; indeed, like the messengor in the Anti-
gone, who, in the exquisitoly poelicnl langunge
of Bohn’s sublinte vorsion, '“did nol go panting,
having lifted up a nimble foot,”, but snid to him-
gelf ¢ wroteh, why goest thou where coming thou
shalt suffer punishment,” he wns more than
onee inelined to turn round, drive off into space,
and allow the history of Indin genoially to slide,
¢ Tyuly,” thought the unfortunato man to him-
solf, © the army is o very feroolous departmont,

thay have no sense of jurisprudenee, the palla-
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diom of our ancestors, but still,” e reflected,
recovering his dignity o little as he noticed a
passor-by shlnam to him, it is duty, that stern
voice of the danghter of God which makes mare
to go, duty shall enhance my meritorions res-
ponsibility and make things all square,” and
buoyed np with these high, though slightly, in-
cohierent fuﬂlingﬂ, the Babu proudiy salated the
(eneral, who was on horseback, apparently
haranguing his men in front of the Parliament
House, and made for that home of constitu-
tionnl Government, e noticed with an inward
shiver that the men were again drawn u;; in line
with bayonots fixed, and that the artillery were
massed in front of the building with the muzzle
of overy gun ominously pointed toward the
hapless Chamber, IHowevor it was too late now

to rotreat, so he nsconded the steps and made

for tho ontrance to the Hall, Ile was surprised
to gea nono of the usunl signs of life, and

enquired of thoe chuprassieif thoesahibs had come.
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« Ko nat aye, lekin dal aya,” vepliod thoe man
with & grin, and indoed the hall wns emply, the
inkstands and the Roget’s Thesaari® alono Do-
tokened where thepatriots had ongoe snb to govern
theiv country. DBubt the post undeuniably Aad
eomo, and the President’s tablo groaned benegtl
the weight of official envolopes of all sizos nnd
shapes, ©There aro 860 letbers,” added tho
peon, and o horrid suspicion flashed on tho 1’ro-
sidont's miud, which sent the blood to his heart
and made the room reel round hita,  Three hun-
dred and sixty membors wore absont, eould i bo
that these lettors anmounced their cowardly
desertion? lLmpossible, and yot—<* Thay have
all become non est fwenius” said Dabu Joy
Kissen Chunder Sen sadly to himseif, ag he
geated himsolf ot the table and gazed pathoti-
eally round at thoe oemply sents, llo ihion
graspod the first Jotler thot onme io hand and
ragd il, it was [rom tha momber for Mozuilop-

I]U].‘ﬂi
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“ Qi1 have the honour to bring to your
notico the following facts, hoping that they will
weet witheyour favourable consideration, and T
shall, a8 in duty bound, ever pray. Your Honor
is well nware that T am g poor man with o Inrge
{amily, and that plenly marviages, accordings to -
our custom, take place, My little brother is
about to bo matrimonially inclined, and no one
can cousummate his marriage but myself; I
therefore beg your honour’s kind permisgion for
three months’ leave on full pay, to whieh I am
justly entitled by my long service o the State.

" T also proy for advance of Rs, 2,000 under kingd
resolution of yesterday’s date, to be debited to
No, 2 Sub-head, Oivil Contingendies, &e., &o.
I have, in anticipation of your sanction, which
mny kindly be sent by post, left Caleutta and
proceeded to my native village. I, therefors,
shall be unable, under the kind terms of yonr
domi-official oxder of yosterday, to die nt my post

on the date assigned, but when I return after
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three months’ leave, the mattor shall receive my

earliost atlention.,
i
T have tha honor to bo,

Sir,
’ Your most abeitient servant,

Ruwtivtt Fonkonenyg Laxva Par, ALY

The Babu groanod and toole another, on the
outside of which was written the word * Tinme-
diately.” This was from the Minislor of Publio
Woilks, Babu Thumbuldoon Baiakjee, whe had
been omployed in the . W, D, Scerotavint
under the old regimé, and who, to add to the
dignity of his communication, had headed it
“ Lieave and Allowancer,” and put in a serios of
fancy figures, somewhat like an algebraical
equation, such s he had always soen on resolu-
tions which issued from that distinguishod do-

partment.

B2 184 A
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HonourAsra SiR,-—

With roference to your honour’s order, dated
21 Aprfl 1983 (without number ), directing me
to dic at my post, I have the honour to inform
you, that I am suffering from boils in the
hinder parts, which disqualifies me for any pab-
lic duty, I append a medical cortificate, show-
ing that [ am unfit at present to die at my post.
I, thevefore, request that six months’ leave on
full pny may be granted to me, and that pay in
advance (which is admissible under the Code)

mpy bo given me, The money may kindly be

payable to beavor, who is near Perliament House
(round the corner, chuprassie will show him),
who is trustworthy man of a first family, but
ploase gifiva so that bloodthirsty repoys not see.
I have, &o,,
TrunsvnpooN Bararaee, I, C, I,
B. A, ano M, L I, E,
This was indead painful, and the Babu Ire-

aillont bogan to foel tolerably sure that each of
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tho 808 laltors which remained conlainod o
gimilar request for loave ond pry i advauce,
Ile took up anotlier, from the Ministoreo! M n'i'iuu,
Babu Soegyn Muchasile, a personnl friend of
his, with whom lhe hed shared his Univarsity
» gtudies, and had undergone painful training in
equitation, onco thought necessary for Govern~
ment gervice, and in whom Le had the fullest
confidence. 1t ran as follows ;—
Honounun PrusIDENT ——

It is with tho deopest grief and congternation
that I tako up my penna to inform you that my
baloved spouse has gono to Dnvy Jonos lnst
night at 9-80 r.ar,, Madras Time, 'I'he life of
man ding beon officially deslarad to be 5l yotuy,
hut horg wns o non-vegulation douth, for sho
kicked the bucket at the early ago of 27, Jlino
lae dacrimae. So I oannotlenve my home, and T
doeply rogret that T must apply for Jeave on fall
pay (or somo months to manage my houssholdd
affaive, For how ean do? My litlle daughiter
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nged Shree months is too young and tender, nor
has she therendy-money down, rupee, sovereigns,
goldmohwrs, or what-not to male both ends of my
grandmother meet, Therefore, dear Cocls, how
ean I be with you to die at my post? On the
pxpiration of my leave, if it bo not necessary to,
take an extension, then I will 1eturn and die at

my post with you, dear chap, good-bye, my dear,

I have the honour to be,
Bir,

Your most obedient servant,
Seeavey Muenasix, B.A,
Tlere was o blow,—really he had expeoted

better things from Babu Muchasik, but all alike

seemed to have deserted him, Ile took up
another, it was from Littleyblinl Smalkerjee, the
Minigter for Bducation, and it wns counched in
the foim of a moworial, which, the writer pro-
bubly imagined, was the usual method nf corre-
gpondenco with a high Government officer, and

whieh, indeed, he had nlmost invariably adopted
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towards his offisial superiove during hig jwo-
longad envoor in tho Aunglo-Indian INduontionnl
Department, 0 '

“Tho mmble memorinl of Babu Tittleybln
smakerjee, B, A, humbly showobli~e
~ %1, That your momorinlist ontored the
sorvice of Govarnmont atl the early ago of 18,
having roocsivoed first olass eduontion at Mission
schaol,

“92, That your memorinlist served the (Rov-
emnment with zenl, diserotion, snd cournge for
many yonrs, and attracted tho favourable notico
of all hig superior officers.

““3,  That yonr memorinlist is now s moember
of the Bupremo Parlinment, having been oloeted
mnder Regulation XX of 1981 by his fellow-
citizens.

“4, That your memovialisb royuests that
your lixcollenoy will point ont to the Military
Deparimont that 1o offer violenoe 1o Ilonso of

Represcntatives surely is Lo kill goldon oalf that
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lays fattad oggs s that your Excellency shounld

proclaim to licentious soldiery to beat their
ploughshares into pruning hooks, and consider
busy bee, who does not toil, nor spin, and yet
is fed like ravens by Elijab., (¢ This man,
thought the President, ‘ eertainly must have been
elducated ot the Mission school,” but as yet the
drift of his applieation was rather obscure,)

“b. Your memorialist also prays that your
Kixcellenoy will at once bell the eat and make
all serene through your noble courage,

“§. Your memorinlist Turther prays that he
is unable to moet licentious soldiery owing to
risk of his life, whiel was undergone yesterday
by your Iixcellency’s kind commands, that he
appends herowith a medical certificato ﬂlmwing‘
that he is unfit to meet licentions soldiery owing
to a pnin in his stomach, and that, for the same
TeRson, viz,, pain in stomach, he is unable to die

at hig post in aceordance with your Iixcellency’s

bonovolent commands,
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“%7.  Your moemorialist, thovelore, prays that
your Ixcellency will granthin leave on modienl
corlificnto on Call pay ( ¢ Ah !l the old ﬂl;n'y,’
gromed the Prosident) till aush time ng his
health is restored and pain in gtomach has

" ¢ensad,

“ And your memorialisl, as in duty bound,
will over pray for your Xixeolloney’s long lifa
and posterity.”

The Piesident put down the letter in deep
disgust ; whaob was tho use of oponing tho othera,
whick he felt sure coutained similur modest
wagnests 7 Ihe placed hiis hLead on his hands,
expoctorated, and finelly sighed. "Thero wag o
gortain monotony about those lettors, aud thnt
unforfunate phrase of his &g to members dying
ob their posts had coma back o him with too
much porsistency, and under teo many phased
to be altogether pleasing. Iowover, with n
granl of roliefy lie tonk wp onae moro lottor,

which bore an addross written by the lonoured
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hand of My, A. O. ITumebogue, Iers at il

events he would find independence of character
amid the grawling mass of Bebus, Mr. Humex
bogune had 80 often explained to him that a
vogotable diet was the thing to develop moral

courage, that he feit suie that ho too could nat.

higve deserted him in his woe. He opened it

and rend,

‘ Illovovngp Presipunt Anp Frrrow-Crrs-
ZEN OF ARYAVARTA,

“ Tho whole mighty world around us is bound
by ona chain, the Absolute and the Immoveable,

Wharo and what is the immortal and primeval

ogsonce? This problem, the Hermetic philo-
gophy or Wisdom-religion, is alone capable of
solving satisfactorily. ‘Lhe Filia Voeis has lifted
the veil of the Sanctum Sanctorum, and the
Alpha and Omega is but the manifestaiion
of the Adom Xadmon, the Macrocosm of the
Stupendons YWhole, In the Arcanum of the
Guosties and the Kubalists the Magnale Mags-
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num is the Azolh, the Ophis 4 the Logos, and
Nout, or Nonght, is tho onc-only—one,” and so
on a8 far as tho bewildored N'rosideni could seo
for three or four move closely-written pagos,  All
this was deeply interesting, and it soumod fomi-
Jiay, s thoe I'rosident had onoe boen an ardent
student of Theosophical liternture, butit lad
not mueh to do with the mattor on hand, and tho
Babu bogan to wish that his correspondont wonld
stiole @ littlo more closoly to tho point, Ab Inst
ho came to something that secemed to bear on the
events of tho day—*¢ LChorefove, my deoar byo-
thor,” lie vead, # I ghall be with you i the
spirit, if not in the body (‘I’d much rather have
him here in the bedy,’ groaned tho unfortunate

Prasidont), and I shall watoh with intorest tho

forces of philosophy prevailing, as I am confl-
dent they will do against the brutal tendonocios
of military violenos, But I must oxplain my
netion to you more fully, and you will seo
that none but a skoptic could have rofused
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obedience to the divine behest under which I
now not.

“Iwas gitting lnst night in my veranddh try-
ing to pain gome ingight into the present crisjg
from the luminous pnges of ¢ Isis Unveiled,’
The night was warm, and I was wishing that
gomo ong would unveil some ices before me.
(‘Lhis admirable jest is not original, T read-in
tho Transactions of the Theosophical Society
that it was made by our revered founder Colonal
Oleott. IT6 had a true American humour angd
was fond of his joke, and this appears to lave
beon one of his best) Oceasionally my atten-
tion wandered, for it s difficult on an April
evening in Caloutta to follow the close reason-
ing, and appreciate at its proper value the aocu-
rate gragp of the Hrue method of secientific
resenarch, which distingaish thet immortal work,
and I found mysell at times drowsily humming a
little song, tho words and music of which were

rlike original, composed by Colonel Oloott when
"9
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ko was on earth in a materinlized form, bogin-

ning-—
i Oh Aryavarta's o sulbry olline, :
whore I used to ont vegolablon nil the time,

Whils Madamo Blavataky, thit denr oltd gal,
Tlold conversoe high with Koot Ileomi Lal,
Ch up in tho Mimalayns,
Ol up in the Ihnalayns,
Oh up in tho Himalayns so Iroo
Whove dwoll the Eternal Trinltee.

«t A poor thing,” Oleotst is roported to hnve
said ( which it cortainly was~very poor}), ¢but
my own,’ Woll, I was humming this little nrt-
less ballad, and I must, I presume, hnvo arvived
at o hypnotized state of existence, for I behold
bofore me in a vision tho mighty Mother, or
may I not rather onll her Gl'undn‘;nthur, of Theow
sophy, Madame Blavaisky hersolf, I know it
was she, for T recogunized the mystie ring sho
wore on her third flnger, which it would not
become me further to desoribo, and sho spoke
unto mo in the anciont Avyan tongue, the follow-

ing atriking words, ‘ Kul Parliament-Iiowss ke
iurf mugjao
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“fBut why, oh mighty Grandmother{’ I on-
quired in the same venerable and sacred dialect.

““The three persons of the exoterio Trimurti,
she replied, ‘ have revesled to me that the Nihi-
ligtio forces of Militmism will reduce the voice
of Aryavartn to Nirvana, The Assembly will
perish, though so young, But alas! as the
Latin poet snys, ¢ Quam deus wvult perdere prius
dementat’ (‘ Whom the goda love dis eavly’s,

“1lor words, though her translation from the
Liatin was questionable, had an effect on me, for
you goa although she was a Russian in the flesh,
I thought it quite possible that, in & matter of
this kind, she might be speking the truth,

¢ ] will abstein from attending the Asgembly,’
I replied after o moment’s reflection, ‘since such
are your diving commands, mighty Grondmother;
but am I deceived, is it indesd Blaratsky that 1
seo bofora me, or are you an Eidolon?’

T thought this Greek word wouid pleage het,
shio had oxhibited such & romarkable acquaint.
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aneoe with t:hiﬂ anciant langnago in her writings.

¢ ¢ o you not kuow me? ’ sho answored with
a pioreing glanen, o

¢ Guoss L do,” X aaidy adopbing almost insen-
aibly tho phraseology. of our baloved Amerionn
» faunder ¢ yor’ old pie, aint yor.

¢ ¢ O thou of little faithy’ sho roplied, ‘nlmuat
unworthy to enrry on tho saored trndition of
Theosophy, and yot I must save thee, Botire,
tharefore, forthwith to the solitudae of the highest
poaks of the Himalayas, or seolk the brooding
quiet, of rofleotion in the birthplace of our reli-
gion, the ancient and mystiec Broadway, 80 shalt
thou curry on the divine torel, of illumination,
and the oause of Theosophy shall still go boom-
ingly along.}

“This lnst venorable and woll-romembarad
phrase loft no further doubt in my mind, ¢ Ah,

I criady fnow I know thoe, the assgointo and
friond' of the cosmopolitan, but still Yankeo
Oluotb.’m
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"¢ What farther proof is neoded ? ! roplied the
Dear Old Liady, ¢ but thy faith is weak, lobk on
the ‘smalls table near the window, thers thou
wiltfind b cigarette, and by that thou shalt know
that T am Blavatsky! She spoke and slowly
faded {rom view, and I nwoke with a start, my °
first impulss was to go to ths kinall table nenr
the window, there was a cigatetts on it (I always
keep my cigaveties theve), so 1 knew that the
vision hind boen divine, and that I must dt all
hazords obey the supernatural voice, Henge ib
is my brother that I am not with you to-day to
ghave in the Euaaiblﬂ trinmph of moral force,
bub commune with me (though absent) through
thoe medium of the Post Office, and lét me hear of
your strivings and glories, Also remit my pry,
if possible, regulerly on the first of each month,

# Your brother and fellow-worketr in Aryavatia,

! A, O, Husgsoaue.

“ P SLotbors may bo addressed to me ‘cave

of Koot Iloomi Lal 8ing, The Bierngl Trinify
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1louso, Ilimalayns,” or to tho * IMifth Avenue
Iotol, Now York,” Tho Intter address is por
haps the most lilely to find me, andeit is the
ono to which my pay should invariably bo remijt-
ted,”

o 5o ho’s off too,” thouglit the miserable Prosi-
dent, and he laid his head on his arms on tho
table before him and wopt: overything was still,
but the very quiet and solitnde appnlled him;
and he could have sereamed with terror., At
longth the tramp of foet was heard outside, tho
chiuprassio rushed wp, and anmounced that tho
Genetnl Sahib was coming, and was bringing hig
army with him, Tho Babu staggored to his
feet, ¢ Toll the Gen ww,"” lio bogan, when o
shot was heard outside, and he fled inoontinently
towards tho back-door, drepping Lis robes as he
flod. Then he stopped, should he imitato tho
base flight of his colleagne? No! ho would
roburn, though howasalone, and die ab higmemee,
Anofhor ghot and o blank eartridge fived from a

¢
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ning-poundar. The excited imagination of the
Babu seomed to see n shell already penetrating
tha snorad chamber, and making straight for his
head.  Uncontrolluble tervor seized him again,
and again he bolted towards the door, But
again his sengoe of dignity stayed him as he wag'
akout to disnppeny, and he slowly turned and
epme back towards his chair grasping his gown,
“ tivon my orders to the (General Bahib,” he
began, “that he should at once ——v” What
this stern domnnd was to be remains historical
conjecture to this day, A loud knocking came
ab the door and another blank cartridge; it was
too much, the back-door was temptingly open,
and hoe fled through it like o startled hare, The
last thing the chuprassie saw was the sheen of
n pair of patent lenther shoes, and & wisp of
black Lair going round the corner ag the Presis
dont ropidly disappeaved from view, He fled
murmuring, und with him fled for ever consbiti-
tional Governmont from thesacted lapd of India.



( 186 )

Whon Goeneral Ahmed 8hah barat opon the doay,

gava loronolrembling shuprassie, 360 inkstands,

dosks and gonts, and 860 Rogat’s Lhesnuri * of

Words aud Phirases, the Iall was empty,
aarvrag Bsfibrae drdpu § obdey’ érromor

" No noed further to ovorawe the Assembly, the

Asgombly had eonsed to oxist,
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EPILOGUR.

And now the state of India recalled the good
old timos of two hundred years before, Scindia
deelarod war ngainst Iolkar, and devastated the
rich lands of Uentral Indin, while the Bheels
and Pindaries attnohed themselves to either side
nltarnately, and looted both with indiseriminate
anorgy, ‘The Nizam marclied on Mysove, and
throntoned Travancore, while the dacoits of the
Maratho country entrenched themselves in the
mountain instnesses of the Western Ghauts, and
tegoonded at indervals on the Decean and the
Konkan, onrrying five and sword wherever they
wonb, ‘T'he loot and buming of Bombay was
long afterwards eclebrated in Marathi ballads,
aud the pivates from Angrin’s Congt sprend their
depredations as for ns Suvat and Broach, A
combinod forve of Russinns and Afghans harried
the Punjab, sncked Linhore snd mavched on
Dolhi, whilo Goneral Ahmed Shab, who had
momptly liad the old Commangder-in-Chief
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stranglod, and then proolnimed himsolf hoad of
tho forces, and subsequonily ¥mpovor of Delhi,
advanced slowly from tho onstwards to nwet thom.
The Chineso poured an nrmy through the Thi-
botan Pnages into Nopaul, and sont domands of

tribute to the princes of India, while Rujputann
wastad its strongth in conslant intertribal con-

fliots, The Fronch sont n strong navel and
ﬁlilitury tovca to Pondicherry, with fifty thousand
tricolour flags, and ordoers for wholesale annox-
ation 3 while the king of Burmah marchod his
forces on Rm;gnun. Famine and postilence
fa}loweci in the walko of the :lﬂst;z?yiug armios,
fields were left unoultivated, bridgos and rail-
ways were everywhore dostroyed, and the country
sank into hopeless anarchy, Such wore the
pleaging features which distinguishied thoe closing
days of the yoar 1088, while far in a darkor isla
sut each Radioal electorin grmiﬂy comfort at his
frea bronklast tablo, while Lis newspapora and
his loadors gongratulated him on his foresight in
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declining to interfere in the aflairs of alien races,
and on having flnally decided, after two hundred

yonrs of inigquitous possession, to allow India to
\ 4

stow in hor own juice,

s there no penalty doomed to come on the

nation, ag on the individual, who makes the
“gran vifinto 7 ”
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ita mark ag among the best of e kind,"—Sind Gusetto,

* ITo has attackod the publie depavtments of this country,
dealing with them in & spivit of geninl fun whioh reminds
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and little stores of deeper things, told with no affeetation
of golemnity, but rather niore throut-lumping for that.”—
Sunday Times, y '

“ Mr, Xipling is & born story-teller, and & man of hun-
mour into the bargamn, He is also singularly versatile, and
equally at home n humour and pathos......For the profitable
disposal of odds and ends of time, or for a cross-country
journey in EtﬂpEmg traing, it wmﬁd be hard to find bettar
reading, The boolk is one to buy, and not merely to get
from the Library,”—Saturday Revisw, ~3

% Decidedly an entertamming book."—DBookseller,

Lays of Ind. By Avtrx CHeEpM, Comie, Satirioal,

and Desoripbive poems illustrative of Anglo-Indian
Life. Seventh Edition. Ewslarged., With 70 Illus.
trations. Cloth slegant, gilv edges, Rs, 7.8,

# Thera is no mistaking the humour, and at times,
indeed, the fun is"both ¢ fnst and fiuious,!  Ons ean readily
imagine the merriment ¢reated round the camp fire by tle
recitation of *‘1he Two Thumpers,’ which is irresistibly
droll,"—Liverpool Meroury,

“'The verses are characterised by high animal spirits,
great cleverness, and most excellent fooling,"—World,

% Tighly amuasipg balladts and songs which have already,
in a former edition, wnrméd the bhearts and_cheered
the lonely hours of many an Anglo-Indian.~—ZLiverpool
MHerctry,

“ Read them at the first op urtunii}?."—-ﬂuth Chronicle,
“ A remarkably bright little book,"— Forld,

———

THACKER, SPINK AND €0, CALOUTTA.



Lleccker, Spind and o, Caleutla,
"

o smbrai -

Thaq Tribes on my Frontior. Au indian
Noturalist's Frontior Poliey. Uy hioAlL A,
with 80 Ilustrations by I U0 Mavkarn,
Third Edition. s 6. o ;

“ A delightful boolk, ivvesistilly funny 10 doserip-

tion and illasteation, but full of Luuuum seiong too,
Thers 38 ant n Qull or npustiaotive pogn in e

whole boolt,"—~Knowlerga. o

Jaaloes from Old Calouttn: Being
chicfly Remiunisomees of tho duys of Wurl‘mn
Hagtings, Yraneis, sl Impu* Ly 1. D,
Bousrren,  Sveond  Fdition,  Malargoed and

Mustratod. s G

-Light and Shade. By uautwe SugeniNg,
A Colly WAl Theles and Moo,

Indian Lj?it*ias Iy W, Treao \Wen, MA,,
Protossor of Hoglish Litorature, Dr U'-HIIUIHJF

Collewo,  Tenp. 8vo,  Clotl s, A,
“ Il presents the various sorts and conditions af
bumanity that comprise tho round of lifo in Bongal

in o series of vivid vigaettey, . . Mo wiites
with scholmly divestnens il fingah M Stilurituy

Reviow,
Popplod Sleep: A Christmas Stovy of an

Up-oountry Station. By Mus HL AL T
ousr, Author of “Ioere's Hue for You.”

COrown 8vo, Sowed. s 18,

Leviora : boing the Rhyiney of n Sucgeneln)
Jompoebitor, Hythu lato T I Brazor o, B,
Bongal Uivil Bervice,  8vo.  Uloth, Ry -8
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