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PEEFATORY NOTL.

T e—p——

Tue~verk of whick thiés is a translation was published
in Lhﬂfaratm language at Bombay about two years -
20, F\,Lt has been warmly welcomed wherever that
anguagé 1s spoken,

But Marethi is only one of many Indian tongues,
1d it is probable that translations of the work will
on appéar in other dialects. It seems also desir-
ble to supply an English rendering, and this both
r the &?k&; of Ind”n students of English—who are
eafdky a large and influential class of men—and

w0 on behalf of the numerous friends of Missions in

rope and Amerm |

[ may, of coutse, be biassed in m¥ opinion 6f the

rits of o~ boek containing the autobiography of

who has, foramany years, been connected with
by ver= endearing ties; but it certainly does
»ar to me that the work 1s full of most valuable .
Tiz%on, conveyed in :a.-d:ruly excellent spirit,
deseriptions of L ndu Iife and religion are

1lar1_¢ graphic, and they me such #s only & born
7




vi | - PREFATORY.NOTE.

Hindu eould ‘have supplied. The narrative of t]
transition made by the writer from heathenism 1
Christian’ty, of the “fightings—~without and feai
wihir~” which _accamp_g;ﬁed that great change, and
of the “joy and peace in believifig ” which, in the
goodness of God, h~ finally attained—_these things
cannot fall to awaken profourd interest ﬂndﬁnsym-
pathy in every man ‘ho has a heart to feel, whether

he be Hindu or Christian,

There is at this moment a terrible unrest in_the
mind of edueated India. Will this hmne:tﬁancT
earnest narrative not serve to lead some gouls that
are tempest-tossed and like to suffer skipwreck, tr
seek the one sure haven of refuge—Jesus Christ ?

Then as for Christians, They hear mu<h abo
‘converts from heathenism. What is a convert
Well, here, at all events, 13 one who, in simpXci’
and godly sincerity, opens up to-us his whole~mn
and heart. And if we cannobt exactly say, £r u
disce omnes, we may trul= aflirm that there are mu!
tudes in India and other heathen lands that h:
had a like experience, and, after ““a g =at fight
afflictions,” have reached the saiZe golden cal:
‘““the peace of God that passeth all =ndemstanding

In the priginal, the work ends with the accour
the author's reception 2o the Church. oy
India his éubsequent career i1s well.knovm; b

other places, unless something were added, “he «
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m would unavoidably press itsé€lf ort the reader—
"hat became of the gonvert after baptism2<.-In the -
oxk as now snbXitted that question i&a szered—_
mclently, if “brieily. MJ:. Padmanﬁ it ~wil{<be
m, has beé‘a difigent in doing good.” In particular,
1 pen has never been idle.
Tkere have recently been djscussions on varions
estions of Mission policy, and, in particular, the .
tive merits of teabhing and preaching have been
‘mﬁ)' canvassed, DBut very little has been said
b ha ‘mmense importance of the press—of the
aslation and circulation of the E oly Scriptures;

! the composition, translation, and circulation of :-
istian tracts and books. Yeb really one of the,
st préssing wants of India and the East generally
pure and Christian literature. We by no means |
st the valuable ~ork alyeady done by the various
= and Book Somieties in India and elsewhere, or
of the Christian Vernacular Education Soclety
med in the year of thke "\-Iutiny, ang as a con-
n of our 'sore neglect of duty tnwmda India—
“has #2com "Jllshed much good ; but the societies
dia, and we” presume the currebpmndmw ones for
ﬂnd‘ffﬂpm require an immediate and, tenfold:

56 _ of revenue. Education is steadHy extend-
2t the East ; but whalagethe people to read ?

r “have ﬂnly their own religious books, the,
mqu_lreg pﬂWEI‘rﬂf reading, and the multl_pllca.--
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$i6n &f' books Ly micans of the .press, will only ser
to rwet ‘the chaing of hEdthEHlSIﬂ upon them mo
ﬁr_rf“,[y- thea .ever; gnd when the?; cannot contin
to vruds their own religious book$, the writings:
Western unbelievers are pressing in t¢ fill tha ve
It is high time that the frlends of Missions shm
lay these things to heart.

Now, while fﬂrmgn.ﬂhﬂamnames can ald tu Em
extent 1n providing a Christan ;1tera,turu, yet
every language books which posterity “ will,
willngly let die” must, we apprehend, be Ecvﬂip
by men who speak and write it as their motl
tongue. B _

In the revision of the Scriptures in Marathi, .
in the preparation of books and tracts in That |
guage, Mr. Padmanji has dﬂnegﬂdmimb}e Sers

Will the reader just run_his eye over the. list oL
~spublications given in Appéﬂdix .7 We app™
it will take him by surprise. And those a:
ephemeral productions ;- we believe that ma
them will live and help in moulding the charac
Christians in Western India_for generz™ons -
vome. For Mr. Padmanji puts Lis heart in
books. Then he is a master of Mafthiatyle;
vivacity, and grace mark everything he writes;
mother tongue. We alcfull of hope that his 63
will not be lost, and that Mr. Padmanji’s dilig
of his pen will stimulate Christian authorshn
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e vernacular dialects of India,7and help to supply
10 lamentable deficiency of which we have been
waking, ;
“rhe present work is a traﬁsl ation, made by= NZtive -
iend of th» autchor, but revised by Mr. Padmanji
id acceptell by him as a sufficiently fair representa-
r-of the original.~» Of course, the translator, using
1ab is to hlm a forelgn language, could not possibly
aill the f[‘E:EhII'}Eﬁ #nd beauty of the Marathi. DBut
) Seyle has the merit of bemg plain and unpretend-

'+ “t avoids that decorated English, with its -

Ewelling epithets, laid thick

Like varnish,

ch eaptivates too many of the youth of India.
~comply with the request of Mr. Padmanji in
ing and carry ug the work through the press;
*.hasten to of plain what my duty as edifor has
ted to. I have most scrupulously abstained
1uterf&=11nfr with the sentiments expressed The
contains native sentiment ffom berrmmng to
nothéing s seen through Ruropean spectacles,
otes that Kave been added here and there age
y ex»vlan~tions of Indian words and things,
wven in regard 0 the language, I have, ag mueh.
" avoided makirg changes. Hixpressions
he genins of the English'ttmgua

o_remove, though probably
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a tinge of native Zdiom will be traceable, and wi
hardly be deemed a serions blemish s bat I have nc
- to the best of my remembrance, re~vritten one ent;
- sen.enes, | | |
- Onvarions questmns that have lata 1y been earpest
discussed in Britain; it will be found tBat Mr. P5
manjl has by anticipation®~for he had not heand
the disputes when he wrﬂte—pmnﬂunced 8 declc'l
_Judwmenb The opinion “of one” so~well “qualified
decide as this Native Christian gentleman ceruali
-1, will be listened to with deep respect by g™ v
desire to know the truth on the matters in disput
It is Mr. Padmanji’s earnest prayer—it is
~ earnest praver of all who have had to do with -
preparation of this work—that it may be bonot
of God to advance the great. cause of Missic
Men are saying that we have er“ered ona new
of Missionary zeal. Yes, we be leve so. The
is kindled ;=—=but.the flame as yet burns faint and
Happy they who can in any way helE to fan it,
.it shall ascend in full and ruddy blaze to heave:

J. MURRAY MITCHE
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, CSTAPTER T.
»
BIRTH AND FAMILY CIRCUMSTANCES.

My p=rents belonged to the caste of the KAisirs or
brazie_i:"ﬂ, " They were rich and respectable. Some
of our ancestors were’ the recognised heads of the
KasAt community. My paternal grandfather was a
jeweller. He had a large establishment in Bombay,
and had commercig] dealings principally with the
city ok iSurat And her of my paternal ancestors was
reckoned among the wealthiest men of Bombay, and
commanded much respect both from the twyernment
and the general ®public. I remembtr qeetng, when
I was a bﬂy a relative of mine, who must then have
been upwards ofmeighfy vears of age, of whom I
was tnld that L had held the important office of
interpreter at the Court of the Peshwag (Maratha
sovergmn®y at Poona. He_knef English, besides
several Indian languages. H 6 took the fall of the
Maratha Government so much to heart that his

F
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reason was affected  Te them spent all his time in
_sending letters to the British authorities, in which
he demanded a full account of the treasures “that
hac. behntred to his former masters. {Eh&hﬁqavcf‘e'ﬂ |
English Government dealt kindly swith, the faithful
man, and offered him a pension. Thig he refused ;
neither would he allow his wife_to accept it. |

My father’s name was Padmanji MAnakji. e
was a graduate of the Eggineer’ing,ﬁchm’bl af Col~nel
Jervis, and held an "appointment in the Xublic
Works Department of Government., He spent most
of his time at Belgaum, a town 200 miles %> the
south of Poona. It was the headquarters of the
Collector, and also an important military station.

T was born in the town of Belgaum in the year
1831, and spent in it the first sixteen years of my
life. We lived in a very comfortable style My
" father, who was in the receipt of a large =alary,
surrounded, himself with many of the comforts and
-gome of the luxuries of life. We occupied a large
house, which had been improved by the artistic skill
of my father, and had a pretty garden in front.
The front verandal was used fr receiving male
visitors. It was furnished with comfortable seats
and lights; and a large lamp of Chinese manufacture
wag lit every night gf-the top of the gute:~ Our
garden was invaded :anEM night, or early in the morring,
by people in the neighbourhood, who stripped it of
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0 .
the pretty flowers which formed its glory. They
did this in order to adorn the heads of their idols, -
Of course, they committed these thefts when we
wege asleep, hat they had®no notion of thg cri#ni-
nality of their copduct. The Hindu believes that a
‘religidus motive justifies an immoral action.
'W'E lwed 1n a Etreet which was inhabited ﬂhleﬂy
by Brahmans Sﬂcmlly we h3d little in common
.Wltll thew. »They were exMusive and superstitious,
and would not allow us toeenter their houses or
toweh any household articlee. We sometimes drew
water-rom their wells; but we had to use our own
bucket and rope, for fear of defiling theirs by our
touch. If a Brahman woman came to our house,
she sat onm a separate wooden stool, and not on the
same matb or carpet with our women; and the halad-
Tunkw * which 1s of iered to female visitors, was pre-
‘senteg; to them fmn-;. a distance. It was never moist,
but atways quite dry; for the presence of water in
"any article unfits it for general use. We were
sometimes invited to dinner by the Brahthans; but
we were not allowed to sit In the same row Wlth
them, nor were owr plai®s removed by their women.
The Drahmans assert their sanctity in everythm
and their Iﬂftle:t pretensions are meekly submitted
to bv the ~astes beneath theg:&

We were put to much incohvenience in various

* Puwder rubbed on their foreheads by married women.—Edit,
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respects by our proximity to the Brahmans. We
could not freely follow our own tastes in regard to
food and drink, The rules of our caste allowed us
the use~of mutton, fowls:and fish ; but these articles
were extremely obnoxious to our mneighbours. We
did not like to offend them, and had therefere
recourse to various expedients. _In refeﬂfrring'to‘ﬁsuch
things, we employed a peculiar phraseology, and nsed
either English words, or uthers vhich had been -cotnetd
on purpose. Fish were called “ water-beans,” and-
mutton “red vegetable;” prawns were honocred
~ with the religious name of * Shiva biscuits” We
burned flour in the fireplace when mutton was cook-
ing, that its flavour might not be perceived by people
outside. Such articles as these were brought from
the market with the utmost secrecy. I well remember
how, at a much later time, I was pursned by a crowd
of Brahmans, who took me fc- one of their own
casto, for having gone to the meat-market, until
their minds were disabused by the loud expostula-
tions of 1uy companions, uttered in a non-Brahma-
nical dialect. |

- We were lavish in our cuarity-to the Brahmans.
Every morning my grandfather gave them rice ; also
flour to the ascetics, and handfuls of grain to inferior
beggars. Religions mendicants of a highe» class used -
to get a plateful of rice and some money. There were
glways large presents in cash—still larger ones on
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festive occasions; and subscription lists often came
to us for the H.Eﬂlﬂtmlﬂe of those who were considered

reﬁpectable mepdmants. Same of these last’ mactked
most dmrﬂputable tricks in order to extract monéy,

angd tﬁns without the least sense of shame. They
| would go abBut w1th some, borrowed costly garment
ofi; and pretendm g “that it haM been presented to

'thﬂp,,wnuld induce. not & few wealthy people to
bestow similar g1f'ts My dear mother was. often

demwed In this way.

| Wa worshipped not only the Brahmans, but also
numerous idols, both at home and in the temples;.
There was a room kept apart for our household gods,

“and every grown-up member of the*family worshipped
them every morning, after he had performed his ablii-
tions. Ore of us perfnrmed the principal pidjd (cere-

mohy), which was 51 an elaborate kind. He washed
the gods, which were mostly images of brass and
stone, only & few being of gold and silver. Hs then

'carefully wiped them dry, and daubed e%ch mmge
separately with sandal-wood pigment, rice, and soent.
They were #hen #eplactd 1n the shrine and adorned
with flowers. If the worshipper had an =sthetic turh

of mind, he arranged the flowers with no small care

and skill. - After the gods had begl put back in their

places they were offered Elt]]EI' cooked or uncﬂnked

food, chiefly the former. No Hinda takes his morn-

ing meal withaut first offering some portion of it bo
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the images. Durmf‘r worship hghts were lit, c&mphﬂr
-and incense burnt, and the family bell was rung;

N Aamuly deity war the gﬂd§EEq Kalika, She
was honoured with Shikta rites.* . My grandfather
himself performed them, as he had been fofmally
initiated into the whikta, Ipysteries and every even-
ing he offered liquor to the goddess On Ep%cml
occasions the ~worship ’Lﬂntlme{i long, and gas
~ attended by people frem the town. The rules of
caste were then entirely set aside; Drahmans and
Shudras feasted side by side on flesh and liquor. 1
once wenf to such a feast at the house of a Brahman
who laid claim to great sanctity, but had a Kunbi or
Shndra womar in his keeping. She was worshipped
that evening as a goddess. Whenever any learned
Brahman scholar or a person holding the Shikta
tenets came to Belganm, he was 1;v1ted by wy g:;ra.nd-
father to our house, and entertained in the fashion
aforesaid. Even Shankariichirya, a sort of pope,
was preselited with English liquor and dainty dishes
of flesh, if he was understood to be a Shikta.

- The people of our caste observe certain rules of

* See note at the end.
4 Shankarichirya was o great religious teacher, who flour Ished--
more than a thousand ylars ~zo; but the name is still clgtmed by

several persons whn profess -to be his successors, The personage . .

referred to in the text lives at Shankeshwar, in the Belgaum dis-
PR Y m v owrer CoamEd 17 es 1T SR T e ﬂ'lﬂ'}'lr 1"I‘|"'U ST o 1virssk ﬂ‘f +hﬂ M"L'\"Tl'hﬂ..
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ceremonial purity, and they adhére to them as tena-
ciously as the Brahmans do to their more complicated
system. They witl not eat jn the morning until they
" have bathed and worshipped the gods; £ad” they
wear either woollen or silken garments when taking
t]':'lﬁig mealse They employ servants of a lower caste
tha® their ogvn, such as the Kunbi, to work in the
house or to fetch water far their use; but they do
not allow them b enter their kitchen or the room in
which the gods are worshipped. They do not touch
a barber after they have bathed ; nor do they use fresh
clothes brought by the washerman, nor a new pair of
shoes purchased from a shoemaker, until they have
subjected the articles to purification.. A little sprink-
ling of water purifies the clothes, and a blade of grass
cast on them from a distance removes the defilement
of the shoes, Ma/®irs and other low castes are never
toncried, and their very shadow is avoided as pollu-
ting.

I may mention that my mother was wery devnut,
strictly observing the fasts and. feasts enjoined by
the Hinde religion. She regularly worshipped the
family god, and circumambnlated the tulasi* and
pipal-trees thS prescribed number of times, -She
also visited the-temples. I was often present at her

% Tylast is Oeymum sanctum, or holy basil. The shrub is much
‘venerated by Hindus. Pipal is a species of fig-tree—the Ficus
 religtosa,.— Edit.~ |
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devotions in the house as well as in the temples,
and her piety made a deep impression on my mind.
Myﬁearly notions of Hjindu rited and ceremonies
were” oftained from hLer. My father's devobions
were not so ardent, .bub he was not indifferent to
religion. He carefully read the GitA ineits Magathi
version,* and usually ook it withi him tp the coufitry.
He not only read it therg, but worshipped it in the
place of the gods he had left at honfe ; and he put it
under his pillow at mght that he mwht dream  of

gods and saints, and not be disturbed by evil spirits
and bad dreams,

* The Bh’tgﬂ,vﬂ,d Gitd (i.e., the Lord's Song) is a philosophico-
religious poem in Sanskrit, which has very powerfully affected the
more modern dme]upments of Hindn thuught There is an
- elaborate commentary on the (itd, written in Marathi verse, by
the learned Brahman poet Dnydnobd about 600 years ago. It has

long’ been, and still i, very popular amomg the Maratha people.
'This is the work refeorred to,—Edit. . -



CHAPTER 1T
FARLY TRAINING.

I #vas sent at ar early age to the Government
Vernacular School at Helgaum, which had been
eﬁablis_heﬁiﬂ in 48 3:::1. It met in a long building
without any separate compartments for holding the
diffe €nt classes. There swvas but one door, so that
t1£ arrangements both for light and ventilation were
/very defective, It had scanty school furniture, and,
1n the absence of a clock, the time of the lessons was
determined by the shadow of the sun. The pupils
did not bring their own slates; these were supplied
by the school. Thin plates of tin generally served
for “his purpose. * They were written upon with ink.
Square wooden boards were also used, on which fine
sand was spread, and fingers were employed as
pens. The instruction imparted was of the most
elementagy Lmd and the manner of communicating
it was Extremaly imperfect. Something . of geo-
graphy, gramemar, and arithmetic was taught 1n
the highest class, besides the multiplication table.
Some time was devoted “{o tle reading of manu-
scripts. Yet it must be acknowledged that the
" school-books then In use were very attractive,

19
- .
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Even the treatise *on gecm aphy was not dry or
dull, rich only in abstract rales and formidable
n&mes It was composed 1 in the form of a dialogus,
and' thd® first book of the kind that I got as a
prize made quite an era in my life. When I first
obtained it, I read it several times over, and shuye:]
it to every one I ca,ﬁ:lg across. 'Fhe arguments if it
for the spherical form of the earth and the explana-
tion of the theory of echpsea, dischsed new truﬁ:ts_
to me, and completely banished from my mind
the notion that the earth was flat and of the shape
of a pipal leaf The book had beautiful maps,
which were painted in different colours; and I re-
member how I used to repeat the famous saying of.
Ranjit Singh (“ the Lion of the Panjab”), «“ Sab ld!
feo ﬁifg” "—« All will become red.” He used to Sﬂy
this as he pointed to the red borfers of the British
territory on the map of India. An old gentlefnan
eading the name of Austria on.the map of Kurope,
solemnly dgclared that it was a country wholly
inhabited by wemen (Striya, Austria), and told many
frightfal stories about them,* My poer grand-
father was quite ill with fright when some one
assured him that Aden, to which my father had
been transferred, was in the 'viciﬁity of this dread-
ful Austria. Unforfun allly, Aden, which had not
then assumed the importance it did afterwards,
~ was nof ma.rked on the ma,p Besides the book

* Stﬁyd In nskrit and Ma.ra.thl means women, — Edf
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of geography, there was another one which proved
‘most profitablé to me. It was a popular treatise
on morals, Pnd its bripf sententious fpreggepts'
‘deeply impressed themselves upon my mind, We
had. simply to commit them to memory, for we
-received né explanation or exhortation on the sub-
“ject. I learnt the whole of it by heart, and some
of its teachings are still yuite fresh in my memory

—such as, “Féar God and honour the King;”
“JGod 1s merciful;”_ “Tt is He to whom we are
indebted for what we possess;” ‘“God is the judge
of the world, and He punishes transgressors,” &e. -

- The modes of punishment practised in the schoel
. were sometimes cruel; and the authority of the
teacher was always upheld by severe disciplin'e.
The juvenile delinquents were hung up by the hands
tied together ; off they were made to stoop, and a
number of wooden boards were piled up on their
backs., Sometimes the infliction was different; the
boys were made to hold their ears withboth hands,
and then rise and sit down several times in rapid
successio®. If.this was considered too light a pun-
ishment, the culprit had to press his thumb on the
ground and lift up one leg, and then bow down,
throwing the whole weight of the body forward upon
the poor thumb alone, o | | N

My teacher was an indolent, pleasure-loving man,

who spent the afternoon, in chewing betel and pla_y-

Fa il | e YT . Y T .. =ATTrY. . ar
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came to our house to drink tea, though it was
against the rules of his caste to do so. One day
the QCu'lle'ctqr happened tg-visit the school, and the
teacher ¥as fined for absence, as he was engaged at
the time in a game of chess at his usual place of
resorb. He was, however, indulgent to me, and put
me in the highest clags to please my fatker, althotigh
I was deﬁc@ﬁnt in everythigg except reading. Tﬂilge
sare, I was the best reader in the sBhool, and knew
all my reading-books by heart. .

In those days the annual visit of the Educational
Inspector was a great event in the life of the student.

The inspector was regarded as a very great man.

e recelved a large salary, wore fine clothes, rode.
in a palanguin carried by four bearers; and his

palanquin often corresponded with the magnitnde

of his-salary and reputation. TH® well-known BAl

GangAdhar Shistri twice visited our school iufmy

time. He commanded much respect for his sc¢holar-
ship. He gvas the first native professor in the
Government College at Bombay, the editor of an

influential newspaper and magazine,_and the author
of numerous school-books. He was a good English

scholar, and his abilities and acquisitions had won
for him a great name. He was considered an
authority in Sanskriv af® Mardthi. He was also
an earnest thinker, and in his views on social and
‘moral questions he wasg far in advance of his con-
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temporaries. Such a person could not but be an
object of dread and aversion to the orthedox, illite-
rate masses; and when he came to Belgaum, he
was openly condemned by the Brahmans,-anc an
enthusiast belonging to the strict sect of the Vaish-
navas (worshippers of Vishnu) challenged him to
engage in a public discussion with him. The
Shastri was “on friendly terms with the mission-
aries, and <uring Ais stay at Belgaum he found
congenial society at the Mission-house. IHe made
a -great impression on my mind; and I carefully
preserved two books which he awarded me as prizes,
and in which he bad inserted his name in English,

" There was a heathen practice observed in our
‘sc]:iﬂnl';, and indeed it prevailed in all non-Christian
schools. Those boys who used slates, and had not
learnt to write on paper, were required to worship
pictares of the god Ganesha and his wife Saraswati,
drawn on the slates, every Saturday, as well as'once
a year, on the day dedicated to the special worship
of these deities. On the latter occasioli an lmage
made of mud was substituted for the picture on the
slates. Zae same ceremony was performed once a’
year in the courts of the native magistrate and native
judge, the e‘{pensa being defrayed Dut of the Govern-
ment treasury.*

- * Tt is quite possible that English officials were not aware of this
application of Government money. An allowance was made for the
cleaning of the school and other necessary expenses ; and the native
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I had private tutors employed to' instruct me at
home. One faught me Canarese, the language of
the district ; another, a professional preacher, got me
to read Marathi poems in the coustomary devotional
tone, and a learned Shistri gave me. lessons in
Sanskrit., I sometimes conversed with my Sansknit
teacher on the subject of religion. One day, when I
asked him what peCple did in heaven, he replied
that they quaffed nectar” and cat perfectly stille—
he himself assuming, at-the same £i£ﬁe, an attitude
indicating profound repose. |

I was very fond of reading the legendary tales of
the deities, and hearing expositions of them in the
temples. When a good preacher came to our town,
my father would. ask him to give a recitation at our
house. I then listened with deep attention, and
showed my approbation by zealgusly jolning . with
my elders in offering him worship. I would pat a
~garland of flowers round his neck, rub perfamery on
his forehead, and prostrate myself at his feet. I
niﬂ,y say tuat my love of Marathi literature and
composition mﬁy be traced to this early habit of
réading the legendary books, and hesving &2positions
‘of them from the lips of eloquent Marathi scholars.

officials would readily divert part of it to such purposes as the one

. here mentioned.—Edit, - € ar |

* Ameita, which corresponds. etymologically with czmbrbﬂa,_ but
19 the drink of the gods.—Ed:L. |



" CHAPTER 1I1.
MY FIRST ENGLISH SCHOOL.

In 1843 1 was sent to an ncrhsh school, There was
or® - one sfch at Belgaum, and it belonged to the
London Missionary Society.® The Rev. Messrs. Tay--'
lor"and Beynon were at the head of it. I was. firsh
jintrb&uced' to the lafter of these gentlemen by_my_..
“uncle, who had been educated under him; and i:nj”'"
'receptmn was very kind. The mlssmna.ry dréw me
close to him, and laying his hand upon my head,

solemnly spoke something in English. I was not:
asked to pay any fpes; indeed, no fees were charged,

but,en the contrary, small sums were oiven to the
paorer students. The school was largely attended
" by children fI‘ﬂﬂl the town and the nelghbuurmg
villages, and the missionaries wgre most pcipular
‘with all. Mr. Taylor came daily to school, and was
frank in #:s int®rcourse with the boys. Sﬂmeﬁtﬂés_
he would bring fruit from his garden and distribate
it to us. He was always most kind and affectionate
—often almost playfnl wigh ue. Our life in the-
English Mission scheol was different from what it

: hﬂ.d been 1n the Government vernacula.r one, where
-
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the teachers had always been severe; and used to
‘assert their authority by a frequent use of the rod,
~ Our head-master, though not a Brahman, was of
respectgble caste, and wuch respected both for his
character and scholarship. He knew several lan-
guages, and his linguistic acquisitions were mast
useful in a school attended by children of various
races and speaking various languages: ~ He had no
faith in the Hindu relig.on, ard had given up.the-
use of the idolatrous mark en the forehead. One of
his assistants was a Pirsi, who also held advansed
views on religion. He was a diligent student of
the Bible, and was especially interested in the pro-
phecies, a subject on which he had read a great manj
works,

The instruction imparted in the school was of a
thorough nature. The mlssmnarles persnnally taught
the tipper department. The Bivle was daily ~read
in the classes, and the whole school was addressed
by the missionaries on Saturdays. In some of the
lower classes a catechism was taught. The Rew W.
Beynon used ‘to close the school with prayer on
Friday, and the Rev, J oseph Taylor~did tI) same _ﬁn_
Saturday afternoon.

The devotional exercises in the schuc:l seem tn_'~
have made considerable impression on my mind, for .
I often imitated them .at home. I would place a
book on a table, and then, standing before it, bend
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forward in the attitude in which the missionaries
did, and repeat some prayer which I had learnt by
heart at school.

The library was not muc’h used by the stmdents,
though it contained books both in English and the
native languages. The vernacular books were in
charge of a Parsi youth, and I used to borrow
Marathi books for perusal In“this way 1 became
acqmmted with a gdod many religious works, such

“The Pﬂgnm s Progress,”’« The Indian Pllgrlm
'the‘Naw Testament, &c., &c. I read “The Pilgrim’s
Progress” through, and some portion of the New
Testament, especially the Acts of the Apostles and.
the Book of Revelation. I also read the English
Bible at home; and the story of Abraham, the
Psalms, and the Proverbs had a great attraction for
me. I was not mguch inclined to r8ad the New
Testament, on account of the secret antipathy I bore.
to the name of Christ. I was still, indeed, a zealous:
1dﬂla,ter and on one occasion I tore a Marathi tract
in pieces because it made some strictures on the
Hindu deities.



CHAPTER 1V.

" MY ATTACHMENT TO HINDUISM,

WEHEN 1 was in the Beloaum Mission School, my
faith in the Hindu religion was not shaken. On-the
contrary, my fondness or its rites and ceremonies
increased, for there was much in them to gratify my
vanity and love of pleasure. 1 did not seriously
attend to the religious instruction given by the mis-
sionaries,

In the street in which I lived there was & famons
temple of Maruti (or Hanumén), who was regarded as
the tutelary god of the town. &The temple had an
‘annual grant of money from the Government. *Vhen
‘this temple was to be repaired, my father gave not
only a large donation, but his professional services
gratis. Not only was the principal temple improved,
but also many other houses that were in 1ts coart-
'yard So English civil engineering skill was of great
service to the Hindu god! The management of the
temple was in ths hands of a family of priests, who
often. quarrelled anong-themselves for the gains of
the temple, A son of one of these managers came to

b ] k| - ! o L I . . (. . |
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~ Masana (Masan means a burying or burning ground
for the dead). He was so called because the pre-

“viously born children of his parents had all died; for
it is imagined that, when children are called%y con-
temptuous names, they will survive. Often children
in like manner are called Kondya (chaff), Dagdya’
~ (stone), &c. I used frequently te go with this boy to
the temple {}f Maruti, As®oon as I got on the steps
of fhe hall in front of the temple I would ring the
beﬁs which were hung at the entrance, and jump to
reach them several times, There was a large bell
‘among them which had been presented by my father.

(Bellsrare rung on entering a temple, to waken the
god and apprise him of the arrival of a worshipper.)
I would next go up to the door of the temple, a,nd
throw myself down most devoutly before the image,

- and then rising up, ®and before it with folded hands,
loudly chanting hymns of praise which I had learnt
by heart. On leaving the temple, I would take some
of the sacred ashes and rub them on my forehead, as
well as eat them. When it was the turn of the
father of 1gy school-fellow to officiate at the temple,

I used to get some of the fruits that had been offered
to the god. The coneluding part of the worship was
going round the temple several times, sometimes as
often as 108 times (this Being % sacred number).
These cireults were very fatlf:rumg, for the area of

'I".I'I..l'l 'lhl"l.'-““'.'\1ﬂ L T I o W R E e p— 1AMMA 1-"----;-.-_;—--— 1 e T . e _1 o 1_
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a few rounds. Afterwards I would spend a good
desal of time in loitering about in the temple-yard, or
engaging in games with my school-fellows. We also
went on Mondays to the temple of Shiva, and killed
as many beetles as we could find, it being considered
meritorious to do so. ‘

~ Sometimes I wou*d sit watching the monkeys and
other curious animals waich the wandering mendi-
~ cants at the temple often had with them. These
mendicants had some peculiar ways about them.
They were very fond of blowing the conch-shells at
the time of the worship of their gods, and it made a
weird sound. They were very great smokers of
intoxicating hemp. The walls of the temple had |
 painted on them pictures of Rima and Krishna and
their exploits, with inscriptions giving an account of
these'deities. Besides such amusements, I had oppor-
tunities of witnessing theatrical perfﬂrmances m the
temple. These gave me a good deal of knowledge
about the legends of the gods. The dramatists were
Karnatic Brahlimans, and were not considered to be
of high social position, because on the-stage they
gometimes personated wonien.

 In our street there were some other religious
establishments bemdes the temple described above.
There was a Brahman ascetic: from the south living
there, who was in the habit of going about the street
roaring out Rddhd Krishag (praise to Krishna and

P AR L SRV -
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his mistress, Radha), as early in the morning as four
o'clock, and this very nmuch disturbed the sleep of
the people. Sometimes attempts were made by the
native authorities to put a stop to the nuisance, but
they were unsuccessful. The people in our house,
however, rather enjoyed the noise, as early in the
“morning the praises of their gnda fell on their ears.
There was another Brahrpan, a Government clerk,
who made @ great display of devotion. * Kvery Friday
erowds went to his house to witness him worshipping.
He bad a large shrine for his idols, and the vessels
used on the occasion were of silver. He used to tie
small bells round his feet and dance, singing the
praises of the principal deity, who was a goddess,—
playing at the same time on a violin. - But he was a
very wicked man, and stole Government money.
When he was abogt to be prosecuted for embezzle-
men#, he absconded, went away 1o a sn.::nliiaa.rjr moun-
tain, and lived there as a hermit.

Whenever Shankarichirya came to our town, he
lodged at the temple of Maruti. If he happened
to come in the month of Shravan (July-August),
which is considéred the most sacred month of the
year, a crore * of mud lengams were required to be
made in honour of Shiva. They were made of the
size of a betel-nut, and wexe spread on a sheet of
cloth.” A contract was given to make them. There

% A crore is ten millions. The lingam is a symbol of Shiva.
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was a great deal of deceit practised in' connection
with these images. The contractor bribed the
officers of Shankarichirya, and the full number -
bargainad for was never given, The Brahmans of
the rival sect of the worshippers of Vishnu did not
appragve of these evil commercial transactions.

- The Shankarfichdrya who visited Belgaum was from
the village of Shank%shw&r. He always came with
great pomp. He had a grant of thirty villages from
Government, the ‘reverue of which amounted to
30,000 rupees a year. He also got large sumg of
money from the people. He usually fed every
year . 10,000 Brahmans. He rode in a palanquin,
which was carried sideways ; and he wag ﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂﬂli)&ﬂi&d
by lighted torches even during the day. "
. It was veryexpensive to invite this “world-teacher”
to one’s house for worship ; at leapt 100 or 200 rupees
must be spent on the occasion. Poor people gene~ally
went to his lodgings to pay him their respects. I re-
member | went with my relatives to a feast given by
this great man. The sweet cakes were thick and
coarse like ddjar? cakes, and as large as the cakes
sold at the Mohammadan shops in Bombay. - Instead
of people grinding the coarse sugar and ddl (split
pulse) used for the cakes with a grinding stone, the
articles were smashed with the feet. For fireplaces
they dug long trenches, and kindled a fire in them,
over which they placed long plates of iron for break-
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ing the cakes. - When 1 came home, I criticised the
food ; but I was reprimanded for this, and was told
it was wrong to find fault with consecrated food.
_Each of us paid a rupee for the dish we got.besides
the money we offered personally to the holy man.

- I have mentioned above that a professional
teacher was engaged for me, to teach me to read the
sacred books. I made a pmetlcal use of my powers. |
T used to read the books to the ladies of our house,
Many other non-Brahmanical women in the neigh-
boerhood also came to hear me. I soon became
quite a little pauranik (expositor) to the neighbour-
hood. T used to place a high stool before me,-and
lay the sacred book upon it; then, holding each
-Tong leaf in my hand, 1 read it, sitting on a low
stool in the fashion of professional expositors. At
the cdmmeneemengl chanted a Sanskrit verse, and
anotker at the conclusion. The usual ceremony of
waving the lamp was performed at the close.  Some
women used to place sugar, plantains, &ec., before
the sacred book as an offering to it; and also put

garland of flowers round my neck. I generally read
the sacred books at nighf during the rainy geason,
as well as on the great holidays throughout the
year. The books were all in Marathi verse, and
described the principal gods gnd heroces of the
Hindu pantheon. In those days these works had;
not been vrinted ; they could be had only in _mauu-”'
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script, and were hard. to obtain, Whatever books
we did'not possess of our own were borrowed from
others, who lent them to us'in small portions. We
~had a~copy of a book called “The Glory of Hari,”
which contained the story of Krishna (the eighth
incarnation of Vishnun). It cost fifteen rupees;
whereas a similar book, neatly printed, could now
be had for one rupee. So great has been the fall
1n the price of books, T

I had been taught eertain forms of prayer called
the sandiyd, when I had the mun/ or initiagory -
rite performed. This did not contain the most
sacred of all the hymns, called the Gdyatri* beeause
I belonged to the caste of Késirs, who are suppﬂsed
to have no right to the privilege of using 1t. But
still T used to cover my hand, holding the sacred
threa,d between my thumb and forefinger, a?lrd‘@;_
peat some kind of verse instead of the holy Géagatri.

At the time of my imifiation, I had been given
some lessons in Marathi, of which I remember a
few. I was told, for example, that I should not
ride on a dbgé that I should not pass between two
asses ; that I should not look into water; that I
should not climb a free; and that I should not look
at night info a mirror, &. I used to read every
morning h;’little book called Fyﬂﬂkmtesh Stotra (“ The

* This celcbrated text ﬂuntmnﬂ really an invocation to the sun, —
" Edit.
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praise of Vyankatesh ”) at the time that I performed
my morning devotions, and I would not take my
breakfast till I had read it. I knew it all by heart.
I had also commpitted to memory some things con-
nected with the Shikta worship, and used to repeat
these for several years, though I was mnot formally
initiated into the Shikta mysteries till a much later
time. - I learnt also by hear} a Sanskrit book which
contained the praises of Shiva, but I did not under-
stand one word of it. I knew besides a great deal
more that is usually repeated by devout Hindus.
After T was invested with the sacred thread, I was
supposed to be raised to a higher religious position,
and to be entitled to greater privileges. - I was now
allowed to worship the family gods. The worship
consisted in cleaning and washing the images, anoint-
ing them with sandgl-wood pigment, adorning them
with flowers and rice, burning incense and hghts be-
fore them, and making them offerings of food. This
wag the princi_pal'whrship,. and it was not performed
twice on the same day. Other members of the family
had other ways of performing the p#djd (ceremonies)
There were some forms of worship which little boys
were not allowed to perform. Such was especially
the case with the worship of Shiva in the month of
Shrivan and on some specia],hmlid@ys I could-only
be present.at it and join in the concluding part, when
1 ‘was allowed to put bel-leaves on the god.- My
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mother burned a lakh (100 000) of wicks in ghﬂﬁi‘_
_(clarified butter) in the temple of Shiva on the day-
when T accompanied her. The Brahmans were con-
stantly worshipped, for they were rega;rded as bhu-

- deva (earthly gods). After they had been worshipped,
all in the house drank the water in which they had
_-dipped one of their great toes. When the Brahman
gave his blessing, the pgrsc-n who received it sat be-
fore him, spreading his skirt, in whichw the “ earthly-
god” cast a few graims of rice which conveyed his
benediction,—which rested also on the heads 6f all
the parties present. A Brahman was employed to in-
voke the god Miruti for us. He was of the Kariddd
sect; and when he brought us any blessed food, we
~ partook only after we had carefully examined it; for
the Karhidi Brahmans are believed to commit mur-
der to propitiate their goddess.Bhawéni. The way
in which we examined it was by puttmg some salt
upon the food and then waiting to see if any peculiar
change was perceptible either in the salt or the food,
.or else by giving some of the food to a dog or cat and -
carefully noticing the effect. B

° In those days even Paxsis used to employ Brahmans
to invoke the gods. A wealthy Parsi gentleman aslie_d-_
my father to employ Brahmans to pray to them for
his benefit on the neighbouring hill of Vaijanith, and
some twenty or thirty Brahmans were accordingly en-
gaged. The Brahmans were feasted for several days,



‘MY ATTACHMENT TO HINDUISM. 2).

and. gnt ha.lf a rupee (less than s E]:nllmg) each day.
The Parsi had got into some scrape, and hence hm__
ﬁppe&l to the Hindu gods!

 Astrologers used to come to our house for the-pur--
‘pose of informing us of the special sacred days of the
week or month. The almanacs which are now gene-
rally used had just been introduced, and not even the
astrologers could obtain a copy of them. They used.
to ‘mark the chief dates on a scrap of paper, which
'fhéy folded up in a cylindrical form and earried
aboutein their turbans. These men made the horo-
scope for each child that was born, and determihed
the most propitious day for special undertakings.- I
fully believed in the astrologers, and dreaded the
malignant planets. My mother often waved oil over
‘me; and then gave it away to female'Mangs.* This
was in order to savegme from the malignant influ-
ence of the planet Saturn. 1 had learnt . little of
astrology, and committed to memory the Sanskrit
versified rules. I was not dispostd, however, fo
complete my astrological studies. My faith in the
seience was soon shaken by the perusal of a book
written by a gentleman of Sihor, in Malwa (Subhaji
Béapf), who sought to harmonise the Indian-astro-
nomical system of Bhiskarichirya with that of
Copernicus, and to disprove, with the aid of Hindu
writings, the claims of astrology. I remember even

~ * These .m among the inwest tribes of casteless Hindus, --Ed#_. ;'
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now a few words of a Sa,nskrlt verse quﬂted in’ this
book, in which it is beautifully said that if God |
is gur protector the planets cannot harm us.

- The people in our house consulted also wizards
and those who dealt with demons. Their aid was
~sought when any one was ill or some calamity had be-
fallen ug. These Jnen were chiefly from the Konkan,*
and demons+ from that provinee used to manifest
themselves as entering into them. Theyattributed ill-
ness and all calamifies to the influence of evil powers,
and the spirits had to be propitiated in the way these
men preseribed. Af one time we found at the door
of our house a large quantity of leaves, needles, and
red powder, which had been left there at night by
some enemy, to do us mischief through the agency of
evil beings. We were all very much frightened at the
slght of these dangerous arthles Malignant powers
were regularly PI‘GPltl&tEd by us once or twice every
month, We used to make offerings to them of cocoa-
nuts, and scatter bits of dfy dates, parched graixi,
aund sugar-biscuits in our yard on every new moon,

These practices not only caused a loss of money;
they fomented quarrels and jealousies, not only

between ourselves and strangers, but between the

- * The dtstrmt lymg hetween the W’est&m Ghate and the Hef,—
Edit,

+ The word in tha Miarathi is not demons, but gods. Tn fruth, the
distinetion between god and devil has almost vanished in Hinduism ;
and this 18 one of the worst characteristics of the religion.—Edit,
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| members of our own family. The wizards would go
about sowing seeds of discord in order that their
" gervices might be encaged to provide charms and
counter-charms, N -
‘T remember an old woman who had come from
Bdmbaj, that was influenced by sixty demons, each of
whom had a distinet name. These beings had 2 special
pradjlectioﬁ for the flesh of goats and fowls, for liquor
and egos. When we wanted any information which
we had no means of obtaining 4n the usual way, we
used to consult her, and we believed all she told us,
"~ although her declarations were by no means always
verified. The questions we put were like the follow-
ing ;—When will my father return from the country ?
H/oﬁ "shall we ruin our enemy, who is so trouble-
some 7 Who has stolen such a thing? Why does
not our relative away from hcme write to us? &e.
When this woman consulted the spirits in order
to procure irom them. information on any sub-
ject, she would unloose ‘her hair, and placing her
hands upon her forehead, sit In a meditative mood
upon her heels. She closed her eyes, and remained
still for a good while, suppressing her breath.
Then she would begin to move backwards and
forwards, breathe with difficulty, and then respiring
violently and changing her po$turegsit on her bended
knees. Her hands would be placed on the kuees, with
the thumbs extended, whilg the fingers were closed.
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She did not talk or scream; she unly ‘answerdd

}queﬂtwns pub to her but all the time she would ’be

pAnRg neavily.  Delore She Yecame pnasesﬂe& we.
~ had to burn before her a good deal of incense or
camphor, but afterwards she burned it herself.
When the camphor was burnt and water put into
a eup, we had to put into the water, at short inter-
vals, o little rice and ashes. The woman read the.
answers to our inquiries in the curious figures:
which the ashes and rice used to form on the sumr
face of the water in the cup, or she would find the
answers on a leaf of betel held over thé burning
~ecamphor. The soot gathered on it would show itself
1n various shapes, and these forms supplied the
needful materials for her. She would give i?hﬁjé
answers 1n such laconic forms as these :—“ Oh, the
Ietter is being forwarded.” *~The sick ' child wag
“attacked by the demon under the tamarind tree”
“ Enemies have ‘excited the deities agamﬁ }'GISL"
“8uch and such a god is offended.” . When she got
free of the. influence, she threw herself violently on
‘the ground.  If she was not going to be again pos-
sessed immediately, we used to sprinkle water over.
her as she lay flat on the ground, and she would then
shake off the controlling spirit. If she was going to-
be possessed aga™, she would resume her seat and
her former attitude. She did not always act in thia
aiet wav.  Sametimeas she wonld rall an the arasd
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| perhaps leap and dance, holding a sword or md m'-%
her hand. When she was under the supernatural
“influence, she would rub red powder on her forehead
‘and adorn_her head with flowers, though she was a
‘widow ; but she would throw these away after the
possession had ceased. |

o On special occasions the preparations made for
the demons were on a grand scale. Goats, fowls,
eggs, hquur sweetmeats, &c., were required to be
‘plentifully supplied, and the gpirits came in com-
panies® to feast on the articles presented. They
‘were suppnsed actually to partake of a portion a&
 the offerings, and to leave the banquab with a bless-
ing upon their entertainer, Music was employed on
such occasions. Seeing these wonderful things, I
often wished to be possessed myself, but this earnest
desire was not gratifed in my father's house at
“Belgaum.

There was a snake that lived in the rooms in the
_roof of our house. It never came down into the
hﬂuse where we lived. It used to feed on rats, and
‘at night we used to hear it chasing them. My
grandmother would often pray to it with folded
hands, entreating it to pity us all and take. us:
undér its protection. She offered it milk and boiled.

‘rice on the annual day of Ndgpandhami—a festiyal:
-in honour of snakes,

L @amea writohios aed tn vt e when the male
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members of the family had left the house for their
outdoor duties. They pretended to be prqfeasmn&l
beggars, and they practised their demoniacal tricks in
secret. They sometimes passed themselves off for
dealers in products of the jungle. They told us about
‘incantations, the efficacy of which we sometimes tried.
In this way I was quite entangled in the meshes
of Hinduism. The religious instruction I received
at school had not as yet freed me from this sad con-
dition. ‘Indeed, on one or two occasions I was greatly
offended by the conduct of my missionary teachers.
o Wrote a short essay in favour of one of the Hindu fast
days as a school exercise, which met with the strong:
disapproval of the missionary who examined it. This -
areatly pained me. The same gentleman, on another
occasion, reprimanded a boy for coming to school
dressed in the filthy garment® worn on the occasion -
‘of the Holt festival ;* and this, too, I felt very deeply.
Once I saw a‘ fract on Logic, published by -the
American Missionaries of Bombay, in which every
syllogism given by way of illustration contaimed
something opposed to the principles of Hinduism;
and 1 was so angry at the condemnation of my reli-
gion that I wrote on one of the pages some severe
strictures on the Christian religion, which.I had

* The Holi was nr1g1na11_*;r, in all probaﬁlllty, a spring festival--a
geagon of rejoicing at the revived life of nature.  The observances
have degenerated info extrema license. —Edit,
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| -fﬁund in an infidel publication that was issued by'
‘educated Hindus. But on‘the whale, I believe that
all these. things were gradually pmpa,rmg me for' the
r&ceptmn of the t~uth.

My mind by this time had becume dlBS&tlBﬂE‘-d~.
The numerous religious practices which I followed
did not satisfy me. T longed for something higher, -
and " aspired after miraculous power. I obtained
mantras or incantations, which were supposed. to
give superhuman power, and by the repetition of
these I hoped especially to increase the supply of
food.” T used to repeat such incantations secretly at+
night, when the people in our house had gone to bed.
1 repeated them before the image of the goddess.
~.Anna, Purni * (the supplier of food). I had to bathe
immediately before commencing the ceremonio,
Some of the incantatichs were to be used on the
‘day of an eclipse. T did not attain my object; but
I never saw that the incantations themselves were -
inefficacious, and I attributed the want of success
to my defective observande of the rites. Some of |
these. incantations I recently found anong Jhe
papers of my late uncle. They are_~verv-6urious

in their phraseology. They o#® nmowing but the .
r'attempts of vulgar cheats to delude simple-minded
people. -They are a hodge-podg® of Marathl Sa,nsn'

* Tike the Roman Anna Perenna in name and function.—
- Edi, . |
-0
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krit, aud newly-coined words string together in a
‘certain jingling form, without a shadow of meaning.
" There was a native doctor of the name of Raman
Sheti, of the Kamithi caste, who afttended our
family. He not only prescribed drugs, but used
charms. He supplied all the members of the house-
hold with amulets for wearing round the neck or
“arms. These were bits of thin gold plates, with
something engraved on them. . The pieces were
rolled up and enclosed in small boxes of silver. We
thought highly of these charms; yet I reiember
that once, when we were in need of money, we
melted down the whole of them. |

1 was seriously thinking of studying alchemy,
but in God’s mercy I was saved from the delusion.
I came across an English book which exposed
this pretended science, and 4 was convineed of its
falsehood. At one time T was so mad in the search
of the philosopher’s stone, that I went frequently to
the jungle and applied a bit of iron I carried with
me to every rock 1 saw.

Our family practised also Mﬂhamm&dan rel
gious rites and ceremonies. My uncle regularly
visited the tomb of a Mohammadan saint (pfr) once-
“a week, in company with the children of the family.
He there offer~d sugar, various leaves, flowers, and
malidd—a. kmd of sweetmeat believed to be very
acceptable to the Mohammadan saints. The offerings
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wers a,]l left at the tnmb only a little sugar was
brought back to be d1str1buted to the people at .
home, We made vows to the pir. A brother of
mine, who had logt his sight by small-pox, was taken
to a neighbouring' village, where a new p&¢ was
proving his superiority to others; but no benefit
was got. When any one was ill at home, Moham-
wadan fakirs were consulted. They gave charms in
the shape of rolls of paper with writing on them, -
which were tied round the geck or dipped in a
little ewater, and the water so used was drunk as
medicine. T have still some of these papers in my
possession, which have ~ figures, often four-gided, -
drawn on them, with some letters marked in them.
I find the scraps thus marked :—* This is for curing
bad eyes;” “This is for giving relief to an anxious
mind ;” “This for corciliating people;” « ThlB for
euring a child given to crying,” &e.

There were peculiar ways of consulting the deities,
My mother went to the temple to the god Maruti in
family troubles; and I used to accompany her. She
generally went when it was dark. The puwjari (atten-
dant at the temple) put betel-nuts or bits of betel-leaf
on the image of the god Miruti, or sometimes he would
~ use graing of rice. Then the god would be asked to
indicate his will by making the things put upon him
to drop either on his left or on his right side—the
distinetion being important. A We waited anxiously
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fur the: fa.]]mg of these things. The pujari. go’aum)
mpe;es every time when we gsought his aid. .

'One moon)ight night we went to a shepherd who
lived in the jungle at some distance. His sheep lay
1in the-enclosure round his hut, and he sat inside be-
side a shrine which contained an image with a brass
face. He had a cane in his hand.” After hearing
our story, he held this over a fire on which incense
was burning. Then waving it round and round,
with his eyes steadily fixed upon it, he answered our
inquirics. I have sometimes thought, when reealling |
this visit, that the scene at Endor may have been
Bumewhat similar. |

"1 was fond of observing the festivals. 1 visited
the houses of people to witness the Ganpati * celebra-
tions, and did not mind going even to. disreputable’
hotses for the purpose. The annual worship. of .
Ganpati is characterised by much pomp, and the_;
worshippers vie with each other in display. 1 was
zealous in distributing “gold ” (as the leaves of a cer-
tain tree are called) on the occasion of the Dasahrd
holiday which followed the Ganpati festivities,
Friends pay visits of civility to one another on this
day, and distribute the leaves as a mark of good—wﬂl. :
T distributed sugar-plums on Makar sankrdnts (wmter

® More generally called Ganesha. The god with ah elephant’n ’
head, This is the deity who, in the Pleasures of Hope,” feceives
t.ha amgula.r damgnatmn of *(aamess sublinte,” —Edit.
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Bnlstlce) ‘and sometimes forwarded them to dlatﬂ,nb_:
friends by post. I .did not, however, much’ like
the Holi festival; but I remember having been
dragged out to it by my friends, and T then indulged
freely, I am ashamed to say,in all the wretched
revelry attendant on the occasion. I spent much
time in witnessing the wild pranks of the Moham-
“inadans at their Moharram festivac. Every year my
mother had some vow to pay to the Taboots (the
figures of tombs—which are worshipped). I and my
brotitrs used to wear the gaudy clothes of fakirs,
-which are used during these Mohammadan holidays,
and go about begging, as a formal duty, with a plate-
and a serip in our hands. My Brahman friends used
to ridicule 1he for this; for the Brahmans at Belgaum
do not countenance these Mohammadan superstitions, -
though Brahmans in various other places fully do so.
- My attention wasnot directed to the Jain religion,
although there was a temple of that sect at Belgaum,
for I had been strictly warned against it by the
Brahman ‘who had been 'employed to teach me
religion.  He said the image was indecent, and there-
fore unworthy of worship. We used sometimes to-
see in those days nude Jain ascetics gong about the
streets in silent-stateliness, with a brush of peacock
fea,thers and a wooden vesse® in $heir hands, and-
a long scrip hung across their shoulders. 'We heard
strange stories about the’ pragtices of these men, and
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we always regarded them with contempt. Sometimes
the Hindus of the town offered open opposition to -
them, and at one time they refused to allow the
- Jain imjage to be carried in procession past their
~temples, The procession was thus detained a whole
night in the street.
. I was taught by my Brahman teacher, who was
 a worshipper of ®hiva, to consider the worship of
Vishnu qute abﬂminable, and he declared it would
come to an end in 50 years. The Vaishnavas were
very superstitions and sanctimonious; indeed, they
were more so than the followers of Shiva.. They did
not allow those who were not Brahmans to go into
their temples; consequently I could not visit the two
Vaishnavg temples in my native town.



CHAPTER V.
VISIT TO BOMBAY.,

IN the year 1839, at the age of nine, I had gone to
‘Bombay with my parents for the marriage of my
paternal uncle and aunt. Before. starting we had
consulted the astrologers, "anfl on the propitious
day suggested by them we had commenced our
journey ; but we met with many discomforts on
the way. We were quite a large party of relatives
and friends as well as servants, and the means of
locomotion were of a suitable character. But we
had not the God of Jacob as our sun and shield,
and we had not, like” Moses, said to Him, “If Thy
_Ppresence go not with wus, earry us not up hence;”
so we had not the blessing which the ancient
people of God enjoyed in their wanderings. Before
we had gone far from Belgaum, the axle of one of
the carriages broke, and we had to seek the assist-
ance of the blacksmith in a neighbouring village ;
and while he was busy at his work, a spark from
the forge fell upon a thatched hut and burnt it with
a number of others. The people #n in terrnr and
distress to the temple, where we had alighted for

| shelter ; and the sight that® T then witnessed T can.
32 .
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| never forget Anﬂther G&E.Hllty Wa,s thai: ong of
my brothers had an attack of small-pox-and lost hig
'- eyes:ght 1t took us two months to reach Bombay,
end on the day we arrived there the term of léave
~allowed. my father expired W¢ ha,d suffered . a
great deal on the way from rain, and all the money
brought for the wedding had been spent. | |
I felt at Bombay that I had come into 2 new
world, one quite ‘different from Belgaum and the
country round it. The large crowds of penple
everywhere, the countless carriages of all sizés and
‘shapes that ran incessantly along the streets the.
wealth and luxury of the traders and brokers, the
pornp and splendour of the religious rites, -whether
performed at the temples or in private dwéllings,—
these things quite bewildered me. As we had taken
lodgings close to the famnous Bhuleshwar temple, to
whieh all classes of people were going the whole
.d&‘jf, 1 had excellent means of noticing the peeu-
liarities of the worship performed. The crowds of
“votaries were large, and priests were always ready
with vessels confaining the various articles of wor-
:;s;hij;) to aid the worshippers. Every one was free to
enter the temple and place his offering before the
gods, The temples were full of splendid ornaments,
and ‘the images were deeked with-costly jewels. In
one of the templed there were living tortoises, which
‘were worshipped ; whereas at Belgaum I had seefl
fonly rePresentatmns of® these creatures 111 Btoﬂe.
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Theyspeetacle at the M3mbadevi temple in a neigh-
bouring street was also most striking. There
crowds of people performed their ablutions in
the tank, under the direction of the priests, Whﬂ
mumcaﬂy repeatsed prayers ; naked dirfy creatures
clamoured and struggled for the money lavishly
distributed among them by some devout Banyan.;
parties of mourners, both male and female, wailed
aloud for their dead relatives, as they came from
"the place of burning and sat by the side of the
tank,eto perform their last rites of purification;
pigeons in countless numbers were feeding on the
grain which was scattered for them plentifully by
the charitable Banyan women; sacred cows and
bulls roamed frecly among the crowd of men,
women and children, eating food or tender grass,
or quietly submitting to the rudeness of eager wor-
shippers seeking for the elements of purification
which the animals supplied ; in one corner ardent
devotees chanted the praises of the gods with the
ald of a pair of cymbals or drum; in some quiet
spot the learned Brahmans expounded the Shas-
tras,-or loudly recited the legends of the gods and .
- goddesses. Not far from these places of enthusiastic
devotion was a hospital for beasts. In this not only
diseased and deformed cattle yere cared for, but the
meanest vermin were (as they still are) luxuriously fed
with the fresh blood of a ﬂ%{}rous young man stupi-
fied with intoxicating drugs.”™ He is paid for spending
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F

& night in an unconscious state in a room which 1s
full of these disgusting creatures, and he is removed
early in the morning before regaining conscicusness,

In Bombay we had to suffer from,a peculiar incon-
venience. We had a large circle of relations, and we
had often to go into mourning for them. At Bel-
gaum we seldom heard of the death of our connec-
tions; moreover, the postage was high, and the men
who were able to write were very few. A person in -
mourning cannot wear his ordinary clothes or use ‘
his ordinary bedding ; he does not put the caste mark
on his forehead or perform his daily devotions. He
must not read the religious books. He cannot touch
persons that are not mourners like himself ; therefore
he does not visit his friends. At school or office the
mourner cannot sit on the same bench with others,
far less touch them. These restrictions are most
irksome, and they are felt to be oppressive, especially
when they have to be endured frequently, and for
.the sake of persons whom one does not know or care
for. There were some 500 families who shared with
‘us the surname of AMulé, and had therefore the
honour of imposing on us the duty of going into
mourning for any of their members who cied.

My fame as a good reader of Marathi soon spread
in Bombay among the people of our caste, as in
those days they were wholly illiterate. T was often
asked to go to the housss of our friends to read the
sacred books for their benefif,
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I was long after thls when I went back to Bel-
gaum, that I joined the English Mission School there,
an account of which I have given in the preceding
chapters.
- In 1847, when I was sixteen years of age, I went
back to Bombay. We proceeded this time by sea
~ in a country vessel, by way of Vingurla. The wind
was against us, and it took us fourteen days to make -
~ the voyage. 'We could not cook food on board, it being
against caste rules to do s0. Mey mother boiled some
‘rice for the younger members of the family, which
‘she slightly roasted before boiling, by way of pre-
‘serving ‘it from ceremonial pollution. When we .
came 1o the Bombay pier, we had to pay heavy
dutles on our luggage. I complained against this
in the columns of a Marathi paper, the Prabhdkor.
This was my first contribution to a newspaper.
A copy of it T have still in my possession. Tt 1s
dated 3rd April 1847.
* It pains me to state that at this time, though I
was so eager to practise the manifold rites of Hin-
“Quism, T was not equally anxious to maintain a high
“moral standard. This, indeed, it is foreign to the
genius of popular Hinduism to do. Paganism, even
in its best form, does not insist on moral purity with
the emphasis of Christianity. *My enlightenment on
this point was to come, in the good prondence of
God, on a future day.



CHAPTER VL~
THE ELPHINSTONE INSTITUTION.

THIs time we made a long stay in Bombay. Maha-
deva Shastri Koladkar, a teacher in the Elphinstone,
Institution, lived near us. It was through him that
I made up my mind to join that seminary. The prin-
cii)a,l of the Institution was Dr. Harkness, to"whom
the Shastri introduced me. He asked me about my
caste; and when I told him that I was a Kﬁsﬁr‘; he
would hardly believe it. He declared that L must
be a Brahman. On my showing him the certificate
which T had from the Mission School at Belgaum, he
sent me 10 Professor Dadabhai Nauroji,* who natt
ine in the third class. The teacher of this class waa
a Brzhman. He was of a gentle disposition, 11111(1'-_1’1:5
respected and loved by the boys. His system of
teaching was very good. I always accompanied him.
‘to school. When he approached a temple, he stood
still for some time, and made obeisance to the delty ;
and T followed his example. I was in the habit of
doing so as long as T attended this school. I was very"
tieh struck at what I saw in it. Igreatly Wnndered'-

- * Mr, Dadabhai Naum]: ha.s for many years past remded in

Londnn, and is deservedly helA in much esteem. —.Edtt
44
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at the bmldmg, the number of the pupﬂs th{a}r
fashionable ~dress, the mischievous pranks and
quarrels of the Parsi boys, and the spacious roomsg
in which the classes met. A boy had come to Bel-
gaum from this school, who gave out that the
teachers beat the pupils cruelly, and that a person
was §pecially employed for caning boys; but 1 found
no such severe discipline. Yet there were some
modes of punishment which were objectionable.
Sometimes a professor made 11be of his English boots
to enferce his orders. The Parsi boys durl ing the
receas used to bring cooked food for their afternﬂnn:'
meal, which was quite a novel sight to me. These
boys had always boiled rice mixed with pulse. They |
ate mth their fingers, but without putting the fingers
to their lips. They made up the rice into balls, and
then pitched it into the mouth. Theyalso drank water
without touching the drinking-vessel with their lips,
pouring it down into the mouth. These boys used to
‘waste much food by throwing it at one another. |

- Mahadeva Shastri taught me Marathi, and it was
a plea,sure to hear his pure, refined speech. I was
often disgusted with the language of my class-fellows,
who spoke the rude dialect of the non-Brahmanical
classes of Bombay. ~Professor Dadabhai somehmeﬁ
came to examine our class, and I much admired the,
way in which he spoke English. N native in thoﬂe-'
days had:such a pure English accent as he.

My faith in the Hindu rehgmn was Dot 1n any
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wayshaken byattending the Government school—and
it was no wonder ; for the teachers never spoke of any-
' thing else than the secular subjects treated in the text-
books. I cannot say what was the-state of things in
the upper or College department, which I never joined.

There was a Hindu temple close to the Institution,
‘to which I used to go for worship. I there prayed
‘to MAruti, the monkey-god, for success in my studies.
When returning home, T generally visited some other
temples, and listened to the expositions of religious’
books given there. 1 also went to the different fairs
‘and feasts held in honour of the gods both in the city
and the neighbourhood.

- L was fond of books, and read many on the Hmdu
're]_ngn. These were chiefly in Marathi, 1 read
most of Tukérim, the most popular poet of Maha-
rdshfra, Ramdas, Moropant—the learned Brahman
poet—and the works of Shridhar and Mahipati, * I
had quite a large collection of Marathi works.

I' was married in the year 1849. The wedding
was performed in the usual Hindu fashion, with
- great pomip and expense, amidst the clang and
clatter of uncouth musie. A pair of dancing-girls
were hired to entertain the wedding-party. I do not

know how far I was responsible for the employment
- of such immoral women on this solemn occasion;
but in Bombay it is quite common to engage such
persons at weddings; if is only the poorest that do
not hire them. 1 have still in ' my possession 2
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memorandum of my Wedaing expenses, and under the
sum paid to the dancing-girls there appears in my
hand the remark, “ vyarth khareh ” (vain expense).

- Even in those days of comparative ignorance, my
father consulted me about my marriage. The girl
who had been chosen for me was ten years of age. She
could neither read nor write, but her parents were
rich and of good position. The choice, however,
could not be confirmed without the sanction of the
astrologers. These, though they pretended to ¢om-
mune swith the stars and claimed infallibility, did
‘not foresee the complete separation that was to take
pla(ﬁe in life between me and my bride. - A meeting
of the people of our caste was held to prevent the
marriage, as 1t was alleged that my father had lest
his caste by living in Aden, where water was supplied
by Arabs; but he showed by documentary evidence
that there was no nced to engage the services of
Arabs, as he had under him hundreds of Indian
workmen, and they and himself had made their own
arrangements for providing water. Such was the
- feeling then. But now, cver Brahmans go to
England, and eat beefsteaks and bacon, and meet

with little or no opposition when they come baﬂk to
. their friends in India.*

* Instances, however, still oceur in which®Brahmans who have
visited foreign lands have to perferm nauseous penances and provide
a sumptuous feast for the people of their caste.—Zdit.



CHAPTER VIL
RESIDENCE AT ADEN.

AFTER my marriage, my father, who had come bi_i
leave to Bombay from Aden, got permission from
Government to take-us all to the latter place; but
we missed the steamer, and had to wait-a cofiple of
months for the next. My father, during the interyal,
was appointed to superintend the building of the -
General Assembly’s Institution.

At the time we went to Aden, the forblﬁca.tmn
of the town was going on, and thousands of men
were employed under the superintendence of various.
mi]itary officers. We lived close to the house of the:
‘political agent. Near our house were some of the
Bene-Tsrael. Tt astonished-me to hear these people
sing’in Marathi and repeat the name Ishwar (God).
I did not know who the Israelites were. I supposed
fthey were a peculiar caste of Hindus. They used to
sing the Psalms of David* in Marathi at night,
As fnh'era was no -school, I had no means of pro-

* A metrical version in  Marathi was composed under the,
direction of the Rev. O, P, Farrar, missionary of the C M. 8. at’
Nasik, and the father of Arﬂhﬂ'ﬂncun Farrar,



_.-RESIDENCE AT A’DEN |

‘secuting my studies, and had to accept an appoint:
‘ment in- my fa.thers office; but I did not at all
*rehsl; the work assigned me. |

T did not make-any progress In my official duties;
and indeed I should not have been able to remain in
the office had not a Parsi clerk given me help. I
fgmnd some solace in reading English newspapers,
which I got from the officers; and I still remember
readmg about the political difficulties of Pope Pius
1X.and the Sikh war.

I was not at.all anxious about reli gion, though the
Hindus that had come to Aden as Government
servanfs in various capacities had managed to con-
vert & cave in a mountfain into a temple. Here they
WGI‘EhleEd an idol which they had set up. A pro-
fessional ascetic was intrusted with the care of the
deity. In some of the remoter hills there was a
crag’ which the Hindu Banyans fancied to be 'a
goddess, calling 1t « Mother Hinwlﬁj ? They used to

heads of the Mnhammadan Smmahs. This, when
once placed on the ground near the goddess, was
supposed to become free from pollution, and then the
~impure Somalis were no longer allowed to touch it.
These Somalis used to work at the houses of Banyans
and though they helped them in fetching water, still,
after the culinary operations commehoed, they ‘were

not, allowed to touch any of the articles of food.
- ) . D
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‘The igneous rocks amids; which the town of Aden
is built have suggested many legends to the inhabi-
tants. The hardened lava is supposed to be the per-
spiration of the rocks. One of the rocks has a cave
in it, from which the Jews * there believe the Messiah
will come forth. There is a long crevice in another
rock, which is supposed by the Jews to have been
made by a blow from Samson’s club. |

I saw there only two crows, which I was told had
been brought by the Hindus from Bombay, in order
to represent the pfris, or spirits of the dead which
they have to feast periodically. The poor creatuyes
had no trees on which to perch, and they wandered
about from rock to rock, cawing piteously. |
- I have mentioned in a previous chapter that, when
I was at Belgaum, I wished very much to be the
subject of supernatural possession. Thig desire was
‘grafified at Aden. A Mohammadan spirit took
possession of me. When under the influence, I
~wowd cry ot “L am from Belgaum, and 1 must
.gﬂ back to my own town” -~At first T was very
violent, but afterwards I became quiet. When
possessed, I was most reverently treated by the
people in the ‘house, and consulted on points of
difficulty. "My parents made up their mind to send

* This doubtless =efers to Arabian Jews, and perhaps the Bene-
Israel. The latter had come from Bombay and the adjacent
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me back to Belga,um Accnrdmgly T arrivedin 1 340
in Bombay, and thence went to Belgaum, where I
lived with my uncle. The influence did not cease to
enter me even there. One night it bade me go.and
stop under a tree in a neighbouring village, and
I had immediately to start for the place, with two or
three companions. But since my conversion 1 have
never been troubled in this way. The Lord Jesus
Christ came to destroy the works of the devil, and
those who seek refuge in Him are :iﬂmpletely delivered
from the power of the evil one.*®

* Cases of possession, real or supposed, are very frequent among
the Hindns. Doubtless, in some cases, the spiritual influence is
- feigned, But in many instances, there is, at all events, no con-
gcious deception. Persons often believe themselves to be possessed,
and when asked their names, will give only the name of the spirit
which they believe has taken the contrel of them.— Edlit.



CHAPTER VILL
FREE GIURCH INSTITUTION, BOMBAY.

IN March 1849 I came to Bombay from Belgaum,

with a' view to take my grandmother to Aden, on
account of my mother’s illness; but I was_detained

in the city very much against my will I applied to
. Government for a free passage; but as the authori-
ties had not received an application direct from my
father, my request was not granted. I look wpon.
this as a providential arrangement. g |

I did not care to go back to the Government
school, as some of the methods of inflicting pumsh :
ment in vogue there were distasteful to me. But a
young lad belonging to our caste persmaded me to-
join the Free Church Institution, which he himself |
attended. It was in August 1849 that I was ad-
mitted into it. My friend who took me fo the school
“was in the first class, and he urged me tojoin it; but
this T did with much hesitation, because the teacher
wasg a converted Brahman (Mr. Narayan Sheshadri).
Mr. Narayan was then, as always, a very kind teacher.
He then wore the dress of a Brahman, though modified
-in some points, Every part of his dress, from the tur--
ban down to the stoc™ings, was pure white, He did

52 :
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liot'tﬁéﬁ ‘wear pantaloons, and the circumstance that
he retained his national costume, and still more, his
grea,t a.mlabﬂ,lby, removed: the dislike I had to him
on account of his adoption of a furmgn religion. -

Mr. Narayan was a born educationist, and his'
mode of teaching as well as his class arrangements'
were most admirable. When a pupil was reported
for any misdemeanour, he used to get him tried by a
oourt of boys which he had established, He was
the jﬁdge and his students were the jurors, who
cammume&ted thelr opinion in writing, | -

‘Mr. Narayan earnestly sought in everfr way tha
moral improvement of his students. For exa.mple,ﬁ
when he came to know that some of us used snuff, he
asked us all to write an éssay on the uses of tobacco.
I did not write anything. When my turn came to read
my essay, I got up and said I had made up my mind
to abstain from the use of snuff, and that this was my
essay. Whereupon those who were against the use of
tobaceo applauded, and Mr. Narayan himself showed
_1_1_13 appreciation by a beaming countenance. This
was the beginning of my reformation in this matter.

I wrote to Aden to inform my father of my ad-
mission into the Free Church Institution, and the-
“wonderful. master T had found in Mr. Sheshadri;
and in reply he bade me give him his-hearty respects.

Nevertheless, my faith in the Hindu religion bad
not.yet been in any way sna.ken indeed, 16 had
become more firmly established than ever.:



CHAPTER IX.
MY VIEW OF HINDUISM.

BEFORE giving an account of the change which came -
over my mind from the study of Christianity, T will
state briefly the view of the Hindu religion. which
I held at this time.

‘1. My knowledge of Hinduism was chiefly confined
to the Puranas, which present the popular form of
the religion. 1 did not care much for the philo-
sophical aspect of it as delineated in the Vedanta
and other books, their teachings being too abstract
and transcendental for me. The Haridases, or
popular preachers, always introduced their legend-.
ary expositions by a brief inculcation of the high
philogophic doctrine; but I felt thaf that was
hardly intended for the edification of the hearers,
“being only a prelude to the lengthy discourse that
was to follow; for neither the preacher nor the
hearers had abandoned idolatry, or adopted the
more- spiritual system of the Vedanta.* They

-

* The T?'edﬁnta phtlusophy is panthmstm. It deniegs the reality
of matter, and affirms that” there is but one emstenea in the

universe—pure spirit.—Edit, .
54
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clung to idolatry and died in the practice of it.
Even the higher forms of popular Hinduism, which
I devoutly fnllnwed did not benefit me spiritually.
I did not feel any desire for something purer and
higher ; on the contrary, my mind became more and
more degraded. The sensualistic worship of the
Puranas, the adoration of RAma, Krishna, and
Shiva, with all the dazzling ceremonies that accom-
panied it, did not save me from sinking downwards.
I fell Jower and lower, till I *reached the lowest
level of superstition—that is, demon-worship. My
life was marked by the grossest Inconsistencies; I
believed in the most contradictory doctrines, and
practised rites that could not possibly be reconciled
with. each other. In all this T was quite sincere.
My earnest faith in popular Hinduism Ieft me s
fetish-worshipper of the lowest kind. Such was the
necessary result of my earnest faith in its teachings;
for it enforced not only the worship of spiritual
deities and virtuous men and women, but that of
the most despicable vermin (such as the serpent),
and this often by indecent material representations
of natural objects.

2. I had learnt hardly anything about mnral |
purity. I rigidly followed the rules of mere cere-
monial ptrity, and my attention was directed only-
to them. I had no fear of God in my heart. I
abstained from forbidden fruits- and drinks, but not
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from lying, stealing, swearing, &. I did not think
that the gods T worshipped took any.notice of n:mral '-
offences. I had, on the contrary, grounds for believ-
ing that immorality had the sanction of religion. - I
stole during the Holi holidays, and gambled freel}. |
when the Divali festival was observed. I made
#qssrs to MAruti, asking that he might save me from.
ej:]éiﬁsure and punishment after I had stolen money
from-home for my pleasures, and I fully believed that.
the gods. would, as & matter of course, deliver me.
The stories of the gods, which T devoutly read, con-
tribufed not a little to this moral darkness.

3. I was never taught to inquire into religious
truth. I was expected simply to assent to what had
been told me by my parents and the people of our
caste. These followed not only their own religion,
byt that of the Mohammadans too; and T practised
foolish Mohammadan religious rites on the ocea-
sion of the Moharram. Indeed, I often heard it
affirmed that all religions were good and true. |

4. Some imagine that the idolater is led to the
worship of the spiritual being that is said to be
represented by an idol ; but, in fact, such is never the
case. The material form fills the mind and unfits it
for any spiritual apprehension of the Deity. T used.
to sit for hours before idols, make offerings fo them,
walk round them several times, gaze upon them,
stand before them, chant their praises, and offer
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“prayers for material blessmgs ; but these things
- never raised my mind upwards to the regions where
the spiritual Lord of the universe manifests His
‘eternal glory.

5. I venerated the Brahmans and asceties, but 1
never inquired into their moral character. The idea
of sanetity which T had was exclusively of an out-
ward and rituakistic character. The benefits I smlght‘
from them did not conduce to my spiritual enlight-
enmeng and salvation. All thAt T used to receive
from them was somg fruits or sweetmeats which were
‘supposed to be hallowed by their touch, Sometimes
‘they taught me to repeat mystical words, but they
never gave me cxhortations to temperance, purity,
or devotion. Those who devoutly followed the direc-
tions of these teachers were very strict observers
of fasts and feasts, regular in the repctition of the
mystical verses and the worship of the gods, but
often they led lives that were stained by the most
detestable vices. _,
6. Yet in spite of my ignorance and sin, God was
| dealing graciously with me, even In my darkness.
This will be evident from the sequel.

(1.) God, in His holy providence, did not allow rﬂﬁ
to rgmain 1n one place. When I was in the Mission
School at Belgaum, I had got.inte the soctety of
bad boys. Had I remained in their company, I
should have been utterly ruined; but 1 was obliged
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to go #o Bombay, and so I was saved from- the influ-
ence of these bad companions. In Bombay, no
doubt, I had other temptations, equally baneful;
but then ¥ had soon to go to Adefi. Of course my
wicked heart was not changed, but still these
alterations of residence had some effect in retarding
the progress of evil. At Aden matters were going
wrong, but then I had to go back to Bombay.

(2.) My early educafion at the-Belgaum Mission.
School was most heipful to me, though the good
effects of the seed sown there in my heart were not |
at once apparent. The holy lives of Messrs. Taylor
"and Beynon influenced me much when I commenced
to inquire seriously into religion, and even so did
the scriptural lessons which they had given and the
prayers they had offered.

(3.) A native Christian, who was the father of a
teacher in the Mission School, impressed me most
favourably ; so also did a Hindu stedent, who openly
condemned Hinduism, and had given up Hindu
worship. I remember his school companions used
- to drag him by force to the temple of Maruti, where,
however, he would stand before the image with his
eyes firmly shut. He joined the Christian Church
after I had left Belgaum. He was a talented youth,
and of an excellent . gpirit, and was ordained as a
preacher and pastor at Belgaum, I met him. after-
wards, and we spent much time in happy Chrigtian
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fellowship. In the Belgaum Mission Schoolsthere
was a Christian teacher, a native of Travancore, and
a relative of the Mahardji of that state, who also
made a deep ImpPession on my mind. I never had
- any conversation with him, but his serious deport-
- ment and his devout attitude at the time of prayer
were very impressive. The recollection of all these
things were most helpful to me, not only at the time,
but afterwards. |
(4). Any religious or moral® sentiments I met
with in books, whether religious or secular, were
very pleasing to me. I would constantly revolve
them in my mind, or read them aloud over and
over again. The Marathi Dictionary of Molesworth,
which is a storehouse of proverbs and phrases, fur-
nished me with many a jewel of great price. So
the poems of Tukirim, N amdeva, Rimdis, &e., were
‘read with the deepest interest. |
My Brahman teacher often used to exclaim with
peculiar fervour, “ I perish in the sea of life; save
me, O divine Vithobd!” Certainly I did not under-
-stand the full force of the term salvation. DBuf my
love of devout and moral sentiments, and a constant
study of them, had this good effect upon me, that I
was saved from atheism. I never could put out of
my mirid the thought of God and relagion. .
(5.) The impotence of Hinduism to effect a moral
change was forced on my notice by the state of our
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own. falmly :The people of our house were - Etl‘lﬂﬁ_i'
| :nbservera of the rites and ceremonies of the Hindu
religion, but they did not live in the amity and
peace that so much devotion should have induced.
Family contentions were both frequent and violent,
and the rigid ohservance of their religion did not.
save my dear relatives from engaging in them. I |
‘mention these things with very great regret; but
I must mention them, as they formed one of the
principal factors in” my religious experiemce.. It-
was not so much the fault of the people themselves
as that of the religion they followed, and of the
teachers whom they vencrated. They were never
expected to observe the rules of moral duty, or to
practise any godliness which did not consist in
eafing and drinking. | |



i

APTER X.

© C

GRADUAL CHANGE OF MIND.,

Tax time when I joined the Free Church Institution
was & most stirring one. Everywhere throughout .
India a spirit of religious inquiry had been awakened. |
in Bnmba,y such inquiries had led to the formation of
a suclety for religious and social reform, called the .
Paramhans* Mandali or Sabhd. Young men less
religiously disposed, but intent on social and inte}-
lectual improvement, had started several others, of
which the Dnydnprasdrak Mandalt,; which worked
"both among the Marathi and Gujarati people, was-
the most influential. It still continues to exist,
public lectures in connection with it being occasion-
ally delivered. Its services in relation to female
education have been important, and the girls’ schools
which it established have deservedly a high place in
Bombay. There were also societies started at Poona,
the object of one of which was thus explained :— )
“ This society shall aim at enlightening the people
on the subject of the different peligions existing in

* ‘Paramhans is a designation of the Supigme Deity. . We may .
render Paramhans Mandal? *“ divine society.” —Edit. |

+ Society for:the Diffusion of Knmwledge.

' 61
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this country in an 1mpa1°t1*"1 a.nd tempera,te manuer,
and shall warn against any errors that may be igno-
rantly or perversely held” KEssays of a practical
character were published at Bombay and Calcutta,
especially the latter city, and these proved most
usetul at this juncture. An Act of the Indian Legis-
lature was passed about this time, of which the
Caleutta Review spoke in the following eémphatic
terms :-—“The year 1850 has been distinguished
above all others in the annals of British India
by the establishmeiit of the prineiple of religious
liberty throughout the whole country.” The follow-
ing extract from the judgment of a Judge of the
Supreme Court of Madras shows the importance of
this measure. “This Act,” said Sir William Burton,
“has been passed, not to encourage a change from one
religion to another, but to secure liberty of conscience
‘and-equal rights to all. Some of the people of this
country may be insensible of the benefit now con-
ferred upon them; some of them may be furious

against it; but let me tell them, and fell them

solemnly, that this Act of 1850 is the Great Charter
-of religious freedom, which declares that the rights of
~all classes shall be cqually respected, and which says,
‘Do as your conscience bids you; you will not for-
feit any of your rights by following the dictates of
your conscience,svhether you turn to the right hand or
to theleft” Thisisan Act for which all should render
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~ thanks to the great Didposer of events; and it is
a wonder that any should be found to find fault with
so mereiful a provision, for according to it no man's
rights can be hurg by a change of religion.”

Public discussions were held by all classes of
people, the most prominent partin them being taken
by the missionaries. Among others, the Rev. N.
Sheshadri and the Rev. George Bowen were almost
~ every day seen visiting the prineipal throughfares,
chiefly Back-Bay, for open-air preaching,- which
often- assumed the form of a® formal discussion,
These good men were not seldom roughly handled by
the lower classes of Hindus, and still more by Parsis,
whose proceedings in those days were characterised
by extreme violence. Poor Mr. Sheshadri’s turban
was often knocked off, and his coat was stained with
mud and dung. DBut the patience and meekness
which he exhibited, and his readiness to befriend his
persécutors when they called on hi?, perhaps for
a note of recommendation for employment, or any
other kindness, made his name quite a household
word among the people of Bombay. Narayan She-
-shadri, Bombay Padri—this playful jingling couplet
was continually in the mouths of the common people.
| Sij_nn_ after I joined the Free Church Institution, I
became seriously impressed by the instruction I re-
ceived. I find recorded among my padbers a vow that
I made,not te worship “stoclm and stones” but the
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. Supreme Creator of the Universe. I sﬂlemnly des-
- clared, in the name of the Supreme Spirit who is the -
‘great Creator of the world and its enlightener, that I.
should never, even to save my life, commit certain
sins. I wrote, “May God help me to keep this
vow! If I should do any of these things, I shall
incur the guilt of the slanghter of a hundred.
cows, and shall deserve to be doomed to hell by its
ruler, King Yama” The evils abjured were the
following i—lying, theft, uncleanness, ldvanyd, i.e.
impure love-songs, dances, indecent theatricals, im-
pure talk, &c. I added, “If 1 ever commit any of
these sins, I shall repent and ask Thee, O God, to
pardon me ; for man cannot succeed in his endeavours
without Thy grace” I believe this is the first
written statement I ever made about my moral
conduct. I donotrememberon what special occasion
I wrote it, but there is a remark which I wrote ACTOSS
it in English some eight years afterwards, the d_i;'.ft
of which is as follows :—* I made this resolution after
I joined the Institution. I found it necessary to
make it when I began to understand the pure morality
of the Christian Scriptures.”
After I had joined the class taught by Mr. I\Taray'an
Sheshadri, the dislike I felt to him on account of his
- religion began to diminish gradually.. After the
- closing of the school, T used to accompany him, as we
had to go to our huﬁeg by the same rﬂad. When
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the paople saw me walking with him, they used.to.
declare that I was certain one day to become a
Christian like him; but I did not mind this. Mr.
Narayan had opemed a private class at his house,
which I attended. He would often inquire after the
“health of my relatives; and this used to please me
‘much, so that T began to love him greatly. Some-
times he would ask me in jest if I would drink
coffee or tea with him, but I never consented to do
so. At that time he was not ;married, and lived
with MF. William Peyton * at a boarding-school for
European and Eurasian boys which they had started
together. There were some pious boys im that
school, who were my friends as well as school-
fellows, as the young men went to the Free Church
Institution. Among them was a European lad of
the. name of Jackson; who was very amiable and
devout. He loved me much, and used to speak with
great concern about my salvation. He aiterwards
became a missionary at Lucknow.

"The spiritnal 1nstruction which was communi-
cated in the Institution was of a very decided kind,
Except in the mathematical and purely scienfifie
_clé'sfs'ea there was continually some reference to
-rehgmn and - thé remarks made were - alwa,ys -,
very lmpressive, Bemdes the morning and evening
addresses, the Bible or some_ other religious book

» Nﬂw the Rev. W. W, Pevton of Broughty Ferry.
' K



66  ONCE HINDU: N D)W CHRISTIAN.

‘was daily taught for a full hour. I myself was
permitted to teach a Bible-class,* and it proved of
great service to me. The old instructions which I
recelved came back to me very vividly. I was not
a. careless teacher. I used to study the lesson that
was to be taught in the class very earnestly af
home. I got the boys to learn Scripture verses by
heart, to draw up questions on the lessons taught,
and sometimes to write short essays. Of course, all
the pupils did not show the same interest in their
religious lessons. Sometimes I would teach with
such earnestness that they would ask me, “1f you
believe these things, why do you not make an open
profession of them?” Bometimes God would give
me such light when expounding the Divine Word
that I was almost in an ecstasy, and my eyes would
fill with tears. Such was the case one day when I
was enlarging on the words of Jesus Christ, « Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden, and
I will give you rest.” The boys sat very still, and
with great seriousness again asked me why I did not
become a Christian. This thing happened in 1851.
 The religious element that pervaded the whole school
was very powerful; and very naturally the minds

i

* This srrangement, so far as I remember, was wholly excep-
tional, and granted only at' Mr. ’admanji's very earnest request,

We knew he would explain and inculcate only what he fully believed
and deenly felf, ~ Fedit.
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of the students were soon 1mbued with Christian
~ sentiments.

It was in this very year that I wrote to the
Dwydn Prakdsh,~an old and influential paper of
Poona, under the signature of “A Religious In-
quirer.” The concluding part of the letter will show
the point to which T had now attained : —

“Bome fancy that they can arrive at the temple
“of truth by the light of natural religion, but I ask
how 1t is possible to reach its precinets by its dim
light. ‘What authority has Nature, what credentials
‘does she possess from the Lord of truth? How can-
‘Nature inform us of the state of man after death ?
How can sinful man approach the feet of a sinless
God? How can His merey be reconciled with His
justice? If He forgave sin without a due regard to
the attribute of justice, would not man be - encouy-
raged to sin? Offences against God are infinite in
demerit; they are against the infinite majesty of
Heaven. Meritorious works renoving guilt must
_be of infinite efficacy. Nafure is mute on one and
all of these questions, and yet man cannot be at rest
without a satisfactory solution of them. I.would
therefore besecch the intelligent followers of natural
religion to inform the world in what way they hope
to be saved.”

When I was transferred to Jhe upper division of
the Iustltutmn I received mstructmn from the Rev.
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Dr. Wﬂsan, the Rev. Mr. Nesbit, and the Rew Br
Murray Mitchell. I was very much benefited byﬂ
their religious lessons. Mr. Narayan also took part
in this department, and usually teught Chureh His-
tory. His lessons in the history of thée Reforma-
tion were most stimulating. The noble heroism of
Luther fired the young hearts of my class-fellows
and myself. Our sympathy with the Reformer was
intense. We fancied we ourselves were exposed to
the same persecution as he, and we rejoiced at his:
triumphs, in his heroic contest with the Pope, as if
we had personally achieved them. Some of the
Roman Catholics who were 1n our class were stimu-
lated to serious inquiry. One of them, who is now
the Assistant Secretary of the Bible Society, w_a‘s led
to renounce the errors of Romanism. The labours-
of the other missionaries were equally useful. 'While
the superstructure of my faith in Hinduism was
tottering to its foundations, a preparation was going
on for the erection of the glorious temple of Chris-
tian faith upon its ruins.
I may mention some other agencies that were ab
work in the same direction. A good many Moham--
madan hawkers used to go from door to door for
‘the sale of books.” They sold religious publications
very cheap. I had no taste for novels; and I rEgar&-
this as a great mercy of God. The bumksellers knaw
‘my tasbes, and therefore mnever offered me. B’L‘lﬂh
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-'booka I bought a large number ‘of publications
ifrom these men, and read them very carefuily.” I
cannob give the names of the books now, for T
had to dispose-~.of my library when I Weﬁt to
Belgaum., But I remember that I found Boston’s
“ Fourfold State ” most helpful to me as an inguirer;
50 also Bishop Sherlock’s “Trial of the Witnesses
i:if ‘the Resurrection of Jesus Christ,” Lord Lyttelton

n “The Conversion of St. Paul,” and Bishop
Glbaﬂn s ““ Pastoral Letters,” These precious books
are still in my possession. I need not say how
very valuable were such books as Bunyan’s * Holy
War,” Dodridge’s © Rise and Progress of Religion
in the Soul,” the same writer's “Life of Colonel
Gardiner,” Angell James's © Anxious Inquirer,” and
Dr. Duff’s “India and Indian Missions.” Henry
Martyn’s Sermons also I read carefully; and his
discourse on the text ¢ without shedding of blood
there 1s no remission” (Heb. ix. 22) impressed me
very deeply.

Soms religious newspapers also contributed grealtlg,
‘to my enlightenment. The Dnydnodaye, an Anglé
vernacular paper, published by the Amerlcan'
Mission, I read regularly for years. I read also
the Prabhdkar, a Marathi weekly newspaper, Which_}_
was most ably conducted by a Brahman scholar.

When at Belg&um a Brahman Burveynr used to
brihe it t6 our house ang made me taad 1+ ex
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him and to a large company of our neighbours.
There I found in it an account of the conversion
of Mr. Narayan Sheshadri. The Dnydnprakdsh of
Poona was also a great favourite with me, It
was ably conducted by a famous Marathi anthor.
"The Dnydnodaye was edited by the Rev. R. W.
Hume, who was a sincere friend and well-wisher
of the natives of this country. He was the founder
of the Bombay Temperance Union,” and the
manager of a quarterly paper published in the
interest of the Society. A great many “native
gentleman of position and education had joined
the Union, among whom was the late learned
and philanthropic Dr. Bhiu D4ji. In 1854 1
was put on the commiftee of the Society, “and
‘addressed one of the public meetings, Mr., Hume
and his colleagues, the Rev. Drs. Allen and Fair-
“bank, were very kind to me. 1 came to be
acquainted with them through my confributions
to the Dnydnodaya. They always presented me
~with beautifully bound copies of the works pub-
lished at their admirable mission press. M.
Hume used to translate into English the Marathi
articles. sent to his paper. I was a reader also of
anfi-Christian publications. There was a very scur-
rilons magazine published 1n Poona, which made for
~ some time a great sensation in Bombay. Anidea ofits
ahnenntan can ha Farmad fram the follow i no extraot S
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“Any one who is a beggar and is starving, or who
18 -1gnnr&nt or who is an outcast, or who i3 ambi-
tious of mnotoriety, is the person that beuumas
entangled i in the meshes of the missionaries.”

This paper did not continue long. The edltor
having died, and none of the atheistic clique of
Poona ventured to take his place. 1 used to answer
this paper through other newspapers.

T was variously benefited by the perusal of these
prominent newspapers. The Dnydnodaya convinced
‘me of*he truth of Christianity and the futility of
the claims of the Shastrag to divine inspiration;
the Prabhdlar destroyed my religious reverence for
the Brahmans; and the Daydnprakdsh had preserved
me “from falling into the quagmire of athelsm,
I used to send contributions to all these papers, and
they were very kindly inserted.

There were religious lectures delivered in those
days both by Hindus and Christians, and they
proved most useful 1n my rehgmus inquirtes. I

was in the habit of hearing from an early age
discourses in the temples and at private dwell-
ings addressed to Hindus, but it was in Bombay
that I heard for the first time controversial lectures
delivered by learned Hindus, They discussed the
claims of Christianity, and defended Hinduism from
the attacks of the migsionaries, It'may be interest-
ing to note the following reference to these lectures,
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whmh appeared in the Pmbhakw of the Igth. Sep-,.
tember 1 852 :— From next Sunday Krishna %hﬁ.ﬁtl‘l :,
Sathe proposes delivering a series of lectures on the.
evidences of Christianity, and all Hindus (except con-
verts) are invited to have their difficulties solved.” I
regularly attended these lectures, and reported them
in the Dnyanodyaya, with a criticism on the principal
points. The lecturer and his friends knew that I was
'_i_:he writer of the articles in the Dnyanodaya, but they.'
did not 1n any way show resentment, The lecturas.
continued to be delivered for a full year, and my
contributions to the D yanodaye regarding them were
in all twenty-five. These appeared both in English
and Marathi. The English translations were exe-
cuted by the learned editor, Mr. Hume, The discus-
‘sions opened the eyes of many. How futile are the
reagonings of learned Hindus against Christianity,
was shown even by the answers I made in the
columns of the Dnyanodaya.*

‘Before the commencement of the Hindu lectures
the migsionaries had started a course of lectures at

* The lecturer, Krishna Shastri Sathe, was a very acute and
learned man. Hinduism could not have had a more able champion.
But even he found it hard to defend the indefensible, or to make
any effective attaek on the Gospel. At the lectures given by
Krishna Shastri Sathe the chief Christian champion was Mr,
, Nesbit. Mr, Nesbit was admirably qualified for the work both of
attacking Heathenis™a and defending Christianity. No man had
studied Hinduism more carefully, and no man-——no native even~-
could speak Marathi with more precision than Mr. Neabit.—Edit.
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tha Amencau Mission Chapel Whlch algo lasted fﬁ‘l‘
a-year or so, and 1 attended them. . These were all
délivered in Marathi, and the Rev. Dr. Murray Mit-
chell and the Rew. Robert Nesbit, as well as most of
the other Bombay missionaries, took part in them.*-
There were other lectures delivered in English,
which were attended by natives of education and
position and influential Kuropeans, and these proved
of great service to me and my friends. One lecturer.
was the accomplished missionary Dr. Wilson, and he
gave & fund of valuable information on natural and
rovealed religion. After the conclusion of the lec-
ture he used to invite a few of his aundiftors to his
aparbroents upstairs, where there was tea for'all who
would partake of it. The conversation was on matters
of social and religious improvement, and the doctor
was zealously seconded by his colleagues and Eoro-
pean friends. Mrs. Wilson, too, was most amiable
and indefatigable in entertaining her guests, whether
European or native. Such gatherings contribufed
not only to deepen the impression wrought by the
-_lectures but to bridge over the gulf which separated:
- Natives from Europeans. The students were in 1o
way afraid to visit the missionaries, We walked
“into théir houses mthuut the least hesitation or fea.r.:

* The lectuies at the American Ghapel wefe arranged and main.-

tained chiefly by the excellent American missionaries Messrs. Aﬂan -
Hume, and Falrba.nk.--—Edtt.



I first -met Dr. Wilson %6 a Marathi lectuge of
‘his on his travels in Palestine. He must have
then been about forty, but looked much yohnger,
and his amiability and simple dignity were most
impressive. At that time it was not chiefly the
rich and the learned that listened to the lectures,
but the poorest and the humblest of Hindu society,
whom even I refused to come into close contact
with, for dread of pollution. I did not sit on the
gsame bench with them, but stood at a distance like
a proud Pharisee! -

Thus the missionaries of the Free Church Mission
devoted themselves by no means exclusively to
their duties in the Institution. In addition to
frequent public lectures, they held private classes,
on Sundays and week-days, for the benefit both
of their own students and of others. I attended
on Sundays the Bible-class of Dr. Murray Mitchell,
and I greatly enjoyed the instruction given in if.
Ever since then it has been my experience that
the Word of God is sweeter than honey and the
honeycomb.

My. chief friends at this fime were earnest men.
Some of them went to the same school with me,
‘but many others were studying in the Government
and Mission schools, while others were clerks in

offices. We discussed social and religious matters,
the Bible frequently engaging our earnest attention.
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These,friends did not all embrace Christianity, yet
they were secret helievers. One of them used to
put off. his sacred thread which he wore across
his shoulders, evegy time when he prayed privately
at home. A young Darsi gentleman read the Bible
regularly at home with his family. He has since
been secretly baptized -in the Roman Catholic
Church.* One gentleman came regularly to the
Sunday Marathi service in the Free Church with
his young son.
My ‘earnest-minded Christian friends greatly
helpéd me to arrive abt a saving knowledge of
“Jegus Christ. There were, however, a few amongst
my non-Christian. friends who tried hard to turn
me away from Christianity altogether.
*'We were intimately acquainted with this inquirer. He was
nrost amiable, very sincere, but timid, Like Nicodcinus, he came
_ %o us for instruction chiefly at night. Our conviction is that he was

 baptized by a Roman Catholic priest simply because no Protestant
* missionary was willing to perform the rite secrebly.—Zdud,



CHAPTER XI.
THE PARAMHANS MANDALI (SOCIETY),

AvtroucH I belonged to the party of the reformers,
I did not like to be called a reformer, as that word .
had become a term of reproach both in Bombay
and Poona; and it was natural for people fo enter-
tain strange views of the reformers, as not a few
of these indulged in evil practices, This was chiefly-
in Poona. In Dombay things were not so bad;
atheism had not made so much progress in it as at
Poona, and the reformers were usually serions men,
who professed to believe in God. They were active
workers and sought converts, "Some of them once
got round me, and argued hard against caste; and-
when they had succeeded in convincing me, they
asked ‘me .there and then to give a practical de-
monstration of my sincerity. I did not know what
. they meant, but one of them produced a biscuit and
challenged mé to eat it 1 had not expected such
an ordeal. T said I would eat it if they did 80,
for 1 did not think respectable Brahmans wm:lld
do anything of the kind; when, lo! and behold,

they actually put a bit of the unclean food imtﬂ
76
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their -motiths, and it went down their throats! 1
and other movices had to follow the bold example,
But I was -in the greatest perturbation of mind in
 consequence. 1 feared to go home, for T expected
the severs vengeance of my orthodox relatives, 1
thought my mother would expel me from the houss,
and that I should be shunned by my people as a
poor Christian outcast. Indeed, I feared I.should
be exeorated by all Hindus, and saluted on the
roads and in places of public resort with the re-
proachful term of ¢ pervert,” * which was then
vociferously bestowed in all the streets and lanes
of Bombay on the Christian converts. The com-.
panion who was, like me, only then initiated, found
it hard to swallow the unholy food, and he sought
the aid of a glass of water to help it down hig
throat, Thus I broke my caste first of all 'in
the company of my Hindu friends. My Christian
teachers and acquaintances did not insist on such
trivial matters as food and drink. I may mention
what Dr. Wilson once stated on the subject of
caste. A Hindu, he said, should not violate the
rules of caste simply with the view of indulging -
hig appetite; let it be done from a senge of duty.
Caste is sinful; "God does .not approve of social
arrangements that sow discord among His ehildren 3

* The word in the original is bdtyd, which may be rendered
poﬂuﬁd -w#et::h —Edit. '
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and if with this conviction a man throws eff its
yoke, he does right, and God will help him to
bear the persecution that follows such conduct.
This was excellent advice; and bence, although he
offered tea to all that came to the social gatherings
at the Mission-house, Dr. Wilson "did not insist
on Hindus partaking of it, At special meetings,

when men of high standing came, refreshments were
placed in a separate room such as no orthodox
Hindu would object to partake of.

After T had been initiated, I was introduced
by my reformed {riends to the members of the
Paramhans Mandali Soclety. = I had to declare
my assent to the principles and objects of the
society. The chief objects were the abolition of |
~caste, the introduction of the custom of widow’
marriage, and the renunciation of idolatry. The
members hoped to make a public profession when
their number rose to one thousand; till which
. time they swore to maintain absolute secrecy re-
garding the operations of the Society. The rule
of initiation at the meetings was as follows:— The
candidate had to declare his assent to the principles
of the Society, holding a little water in the. palm
of his hand, which he poured on the ground at the
conclusion of the declaration. Then he had to
drink a cup of milk, of which the president and
others had already drunk, and to eat a piece of
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‘European bread. His name was then enrolled in
the list of members, Every meeting was com-
menced and closed ‘with ‘prayer. The prayers were
composed by the-late Rio Bahidur Didobld Pin-
durang, the well-known Marathi grammarian. ‘

A young man ‘had been admitted into the Sqclety
who broke his solemn promise and divulged its
secrets; he published the names of its members, -
and declared that they would soon all turn Chris-
tians. This greatly alarmed the people. Grown-
up Jlads from the Mission schools were at once
removed, and some of them were sent up conntry.
The newspapers were filled with most alarming
statements. Satirical poems were published and
widely circulated. An orthodox learned Brahman
wrote a book in defence of the Hindu religion,
but the reformers boldly encountered him in argu-
ment.  There was immense excitement, and much
gorrow and wailing in many a Hindu home, A
clags-follow of mine, who was an earnest inquirer
and not far from the kingdom of heaven, was
wemoved fromp the school,—when he wrote to me.
the follow” ¢ letter :—

“T am very much grieved to inform you that 1 am
‘constrained to keep away from school and deny my-
“self the pleasure of your society. I do not know
when I ghall be free from this restraint. Not only
am L fﬂrbldden to go to the dear achucrl but to
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_.a.ttand any meeting or lectare. Thera is no help for"
“it. Those who, like me, are seekers for truth must -
‘often suffer such persecution. May God hﬂlp you in
your secular and religious studies.and may He save
you from the bondage which I am enduring!”



CHAPTER XII.
COMPELLED TO LEAVE BOMBAY.

My father-in-law, who was in Bombay, having heard
of my connection with the IParamhans Society, st
to my father, who was at Satara, the alarming message
that the day of my baptism had been fixed, and that
‘he must make no delay in femnving me from school.
My father at once dispatched a servant for me, with
a note stating that my dear mother was dangerously
1)1, and that I must start at once for Satara. Onthe
{j_guéipt of the letter 1 immediately obtained leave
_.fi'ﬂn:i my teachers and set out for Satara. I learnt on
_ﬂaa way, hdwever, from the servant, that my mother
- was not ill, and that I had been sent for because I
was suspected of intending to embrace Christianity.

At that time I had ceased to believe in idolatry,. but
my faith in Christianity was not firm, I had taken
with me a copy of the Bible and Sturm’s “ Medita-

tions.” I took great delight in the Psalms of David,

and often went out alone into the jungle to read

them there without interruption.

My parents were very much pleases] when I came

“home. They took me to the temple of Mahadeva and
| 3 | Fo
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sang ‘vociferously his prawses, going several-times
round his temple and mak‘ng a noise like the cry of
a goat. I didnot join them in any of these things,
and refused to offer a cocoanut: to the god. My
father particularly marked my conduct, but did not
say a word. When we returned home, sweetmeats
were distributed to friends as a mark of joy at my
return, After the friends had dined and left us, my
mother began to weep, and my father reproached me
for my proceedings in Bombay. e said he would
never send me back to school there. I was rather
excited, and defended Christianity with warmth.
My father knew nothing of Christianity, but he
declared vehemently that to be a Christian was as
disgraceful as to be a scavenger.

I was for two months with my father, I then saw
how corrupt the Engineering Department was ; how
the poor workmen were oppressed and defrauded by
their native officers, who were mostly Brahmans ; and
I sent an expostulatory letter to the superintending
European engineer, with some quotations from the
Scriptures,

My stay at home was becoming very painful.
There were heathen rites and ceremonies frequently
performed with great pomp and noise, and now I
could not endure such things. What grieved me
most was this—that the very Brahman who cheated

[ -

the poor workmen of their hard-earned money offici-
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ated at these rites. I therefore earnestly entreated
my father to let me go bfck to school. He said he
would consent if I declared on oath that I would not
become a Christian during his lifetime. In a weak
moment [ yielded, But I got him to concede that
1 should not be compelled to worship idols or
practise 1dolatrous rites. I also made him promise

that he would not keep idols in his own house. He
called my uncle from Belgaum, and got him to be
a witness to this mutual engggement, and then
handed over to him all the gods which he had in his
possession. They did not soon leave me alone ; they
used to take me into a quiet place out of the city
and there expostulate with me. But their efforts
were all in vain, I prepared to start for Bombay,
but, before doing so, I sent a long communication to
the Dnyanpralash newspaper, which was extracted
into the Dnyanodeya, with an Tnolish translation.
I give below the concludine portion of this letter.
“The iron age has passed, and the golden has
dawned. It will soon be glorious day; of which
,nﬁly those who love the works of darkness will he
afraid. They will run to the caves in the rocks for
shelter, Such men may call the golden age an iron -
age, but we shall be proud of it. To us what they
condemn as hurtful shall be fraught with good.
We long for a general fugion of the c&stes which
they dread, for then hatred and Jealuusy shall cease,
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and all tribes and nations shall be bound by the
cords of love. 'The Brahv™an shall not contemn the
‘Msahar, nor the Mahar hate the Brahman. The
Hindus will go all over the world for commerce, con-
tract friendship with the inhabitants of other lands,
and learn their arts and sciences, They will give up
their barbarous superstitions, and peace and good-will
will cover the land. Such a glorious consummation
is devoutly wished for by all who are truly wise.”

I rejoined the Free Church Institution on my
return to Bombay (December 1851). I informed
my Christian teachers of what had happened at
Satara, and they rightly told me that 1 had done
wrong in giving the promise to my father, After .
some time I wrote to him that I had made a
grievous mistake and sinned like Herod, and that 1
begged him to release me. The Rev. Dr. Murray
Mitchell took much pains to show me my duty in
this very solemn matter, He also spoke often
earnestly to me in private about my spiritual state.

I continued to attend the meetings of the Param-
hans Society, which were now held with greater

secrecy than ever. According to a new practice
introduced into the meetings, it was my turn to read
‘a paper, and I gave one on the religious instruction
said to have been imparted by Akrlir to the Gopis®

~ * The Gopis were the female cowherds of whom so much is said
. in the legendary story of Krishina,—Zdit.
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Some atheistical friends from Poona made some
observations which patied me and my Bombay
friends very much. What aggravated the evil was
that our president joined the atheists in assalling
my views. At the next meeting we questioned him
about this strange conduct, when he declared he
was no athelst, but that he had taken the atheistical
side simply for argument’s sake, This circumstance
‘convinced me that there was no good 1n associating
with these so-called reformers. They were but time-
servers, without depth of conviction -or feeling,
They offered nothing for the hungry and thirsty
soul ; they afforded a mere temporary resting-place
for one who was wearled of the old idolatry and
superstition. = The members of the Paramhans
Society never seriously thought of the forgiveness of
sin, peace of consclence, or freedom from the power
of evil, "Thers was a book in manuscript which the
Society claimed as their Institute of theology ; butib
. contained nothing positive. It was full of negations,
A feeble attempt was made in it o disprove the
necessity and Importance of a revealed religion;
whereas I thought it most preposterous to enterta.in'_
a single doubt on that point. I always believed that
man stood in need of divine light and guidance on
the momentous subject of religion. - |

After I left the Paramhans Sociévy, 1, along with
a few friends, started -a mnew one on quite dif-
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ferent lines. We called “ourselves Safyashadhak,
4.6, “seekers after truth.”” We met every Sunday
for prayer and conversation, and read chiefly the
Bible, @ had still a hazy notion that the Vedas
might have claims upon serious consideration, but
happily about this time I read Professor H. H. Wil-
son’s translation of the first division of the Rigveda,
and this at once changed my opinion. I found that
the Veda was wholly unsuitable for me, and that its
worship of nature was gross idolatry. I found its
hymns sink into insignificance befors the majesty of
the Psalms of David. If any little regard for these
ancient records was still left in my mind, 1t was
swept away by the perusal of an article on the E‘up-
posed eternity of the Vedas, extracted in the Dngano-
daya from the C’t’dﬂﬂ-ﬁmiﬂﬁ?‘iﬁ?m

On its publication 1 also read the second volume
"of Professor H, H. Wilson’s translation of the Rig-
veda, and the learned dissertation prefixed to i6. I
continued to inquire into the claims of the Vedas
oven after I ceased to venerate them, and I con-
‘versed with learned Shastris about them; but they
could give me no satisfaction whatever. I thank
God that my disappointment about the Vedas did
not lead me to absolute scepticism,



CHAPITER XIIL

GRADUAIL INCREASE OF LIGHT.

WHEN I joined the upper division of the Institution,
I was very much helped in my religious studies by
the instructions of my esteemed teachers, the Rev.
Robert Nesbit, the Rev. Dr. Wilson, the Rev. Dr.
Murray Mitchell, and the Rev. Dr. Sheshadri. As
a gardener weeds a garden, sows it with good seed,
and plants fruit-trees within it, so the Spirit of
God“was working in my heart. The soil was not
only cleared of thorns and thistles; the seed of God’s
Word was sown in it, and had begun to germinate.
1 loved the Word of God more and 1ﬁﬂre, and also
the books which threw light upon it. The con-
tributions I sent to the newspapers were filled with
quotations from Scripture, and 1y conversation
with my friends was pervaded by DBible phrase-
ology. This was noticed both by my Christian and
Hindu friends. I used fo copy into the blank pages
of my Bible strikinmg Scripture passages. Dr. Wilson
happened to see these extracts, and was greatly
pleased, taking occasion to give a Peautiful address
to the students'on the sul;ject. The passages copied
| | 7 |
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were about the excellency (7 the Seriptures (Pr. xix,
7-10; 2 Tim, iii. 16, 17). I also began to commit
Bible texts to memory., Wnen I was in such a happy -
state of mind, I received a copy of-the English Bible
a8 a class-prize. In it I found a paper with the°
following touching inscription :— A boy five years
of age, who loves Jesus, has sent this Holy Bible for

a Hindu boy.” * |

My conduct at home was now very much changed,
and the difference was noticed by my friends. T
 had given up all heathen practices, though I still
clung to the custom of wearing ceremonially clean
garments before taking food. One proof of my
having undergone a real change of heart by the
power of the Holy Spirit was this, that I had begun
to feel a hatred of sin and a desire to be holy.
Mere intellectual enlightenment has no saving
" power in it repentance and faith are essential to
salvation. As the Spirit of God awakens a sinner
before bestowing upon him these two cardinal
graces, so He was dealing with me. I now became
very much alarmed at my sinfulness. I found no
satisfaction in worldly happiness. I trembled at the
thought of the justice of God. I felt as if the very
tood I ate would-rise in judgment against me at

* We believe th’s Bible' had been sent from Scotland, The
child’s gift, and the sweet words accompanying it, evidently made
& deep impression on the “ Hindu boy.”— Edit.
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the last day ; or as if it {?muld turn into poison and
slay me at once. When,I used to see dead bodies
burned in the Hindu bmnmg-frmund I anxtously -
asked myself wlmt would be my condition after
death. I felt awed by the sight of a bier as # was
carried along the road. |

I may gay a few words about the little band of
truth-seekers who were at this time in the Institu-
tion. It was composed of young students of all
~castes. One of them, a Brahman youth, had been
employed along with a most talented student of the
Institution, Mr, M. Moroji, as tutor to the Chief of
Jimkhandi., Mr. Moroji was killed by a fall from
hig horse, This youth told me that Mr, Moroji had
s secret faith in Christianity; that he used to pray
and read the Psalms of David with him before going
to bed. He also used to teach him the Christian
doctrines. The effects of the instruction thus re-
ceived by the young man were evident in his condunet.
Mr. Moroji, I may mention, had been a favourite

pupil of the missionaries, and great was the sorrow
felt by them when the iIntelligence of his death was
received in Bombay. It was first to him that Dr.
Mitchell addressed his ¢ Letters to Indian Youth,”
which is a treatise on the evidences of Christianity.
Another member of the band was o Brahman
youth, the brother of a man in the Bombay police.
One day he came to my house pale and sad, and I
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found he had not taken any breakfast, as he did not

like to eat at his brother’ house, because he took
bribes. He had remonstrated, but his brother was
utterly heedless. I advised him todive separate, and
we mede a small monthly subscription to supply his
wants, There were two other lads attending the
school, who during the recess used to go to some
quiet place and pray. When asked by their school-
fellows where they had been, they used to answer
they had gone to eat bread, meaning spiritual food.
Another youth who was my pupil, and who, a long
time after my baptism, died as a postmaster in the
Satara distriet, got Limsell baptized by his wife,
publicly declaring his faith in Christ when on his
death-bed.* Another youth, who was my pupil and

who constantly came to my house for instruction,
wag baptized by the Rev. R. Nesbhit in 1855. One
'Ramachandra Narayan, who practised as a medical
man, died believing in Christ, though he had long
put off the daty of publicly professing his faith. He
was a favourite pupil of Mr. Nesbit’s, and Mrs,
Nesbit visited him during his illness.

1 regularly went to the Free Church services,
especially to the English service on the Esplanade,
and I was often "accompanied by several young
students. On one occasion the Rev. Mr. Munger of

o~

* There was no missionary, and probably no chaplain, in the
atation at the time,—Edlit,
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the Armerican- Mission preached on the text, “ How
shall we escape if we ncglect so great salvation?”
(Heb. ii. 3). The sermon was most impressive, and

very much stirredgme up. I also greatly valued Mr.
Neshit's Marathi sermons at the Native Church, and
if possible never missed them. Though I had not
been baptized, I had joined a society of Christians
which had been established by the Ilev. Narayan
Sheshadri, called the “Native Missiﬂnarjr Assocla~
tion.” Several educated Hindus attended the meet-
ings of the Associafion, and t’hey expressed their
surprise that the Christian members, most of whom
were Marathis, Mahars, and Mangs, could offer up
such devout and suitable prayers. A native gentle-
man said he would challenge any Brahman Pandit
to offer such supplications,

I constantly wrote to my father about the state of
my mind, and he attempted again to remove me
from the Institution. This time he managed the
matter in a very clever way. He pressed me to
join the Grant Medical College, as he said that I
could be most useful to my countrymen by studying
medicine. I did not oppose his wishes, and joined
-the College in 1852. On my leaving the Mission
Institution, I gdave a short address to my pupils,
which was published in the Dnydnodaya, and from
which I may quote a few sentences :-*-

“My dear friends, religions knowledge is the

it S o L -
ﬁ T. | - m‘m‘-}”\



92 ONCE HINDU.: NOW CHRISTIAN.

most 1mpurba.nt kind of k"luwledga 1t is mome pre-
‘¢ious than rubies. You may not now appreciate it,
but you will do so0 when you grow older, There-
fore, dear friends, do not be beedless about the
truths you are taught here regarding God. You
may not now be able to distinguish truth from error;
but do not despair. You will soon be able to do it.
You are sorry at our separation, as is but na,tﬁral;
but God wills it so. I may be absent from yon,
but I shall ever think of you with affection, and I
beg you not to forget me. May God bless you!
May He help you to acquire knowledge and to make
a profitable use of 1t.”

Two or three young men, holding the same mewa
of religion with me, passed the entrance exa.mlna.-
tien, but did not join the Medical College. I was
the only Christian student in it. I felt this deeply,
but I did nobt conceal my opinions. The Parsi
students were very troublesome, and one especially
did something every day to hurt my religious feel-
ings, Yet. he was kind at heart,”and when he
knew that I had no soruples to eat with him, he
shared his lunch with wme. I was not, however,
happy in mind. The words, *“Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and His ‘righteousness,” would
always come into my mind, and I folt very uneasy.
It pained me tnat | had preferred any earthly object
to my spiritual welfare. I felt that I had neb
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“gought first the kingdom of God and His righteons-

ness.” . The books taught in the College were devoid |

pf" any piﬁus sentiment or allusion to the great -
Author of naturemand the Maker of the mysterious
mechanism of man’s body; and once, when I came
across a passage in Qualn’s Anatomy, in which the
name of God occurred in a description of man as the
chief part of His creation on ‘earth, 1 was frans-
ported with "'jﬂ}?‘. I felt like the deer that, pant-
ing in a sandy desert, delights to find a pure "
stream of water. In my College exercises I some-
times made serious observations, of which the Pro- -
foessor did not take any notice, On holidays I used -
to attend Mr. Nesbit's Bible-class, and on Sundays 1
went to the Marathi service at the Free Chureh.
But, in spite of a real desire to attend to spiritual
matters and avail myself of the opportunities I had
of attending on the means of grace, 1 felt most

anxious in mind, and constantly got ill. At last T
sent in my resignation. Dr, Morehead, the Prin-
cipal, showed the utmost unwillingness to accept 1t;
and I had to have recourse to Dr. ‘Wilson’s kind
Ioffices in the matter, and then resumed my studies in
the Free Church Institution.

At this time “a brother-in-law of mine died. He
wag- an earnest seeker after God,. and. unnsta.ntl§
read and conversed with me, The®parents of the




94 - ONCE HINDU: NOW CHRISTIAN. -

when the remadles of the plysicians failed, thegr had
recourse to the priests and astrologers. His poor
young wife had fo suffer greatly. She wasz forbidden
to attend to her toilet. She was Srced to sleep on
the bare ground and eat scanty food on the tloor.
I greatly pitied the poor young woman, and gotb a
European doctor to see her husband, paying him
liberally that he might stop for some time with him.
- 1 conversed with this gentleman, and found that he

was an earnest Christjan. He told me distinctly that

he believed in the exclusive saving power of Jesus
Christ. I wished to declare the important truth to
the dying man, but it was too late then. He died
soon after,

About this time a neighbour of mine, who was

a Lingfyit by sect, had a,Marathi nurse employed

for his motherless children, and she got ill. I and a
| ‘young pupil of mine visited her and spoke to her of
the Saviour. We also prayed with her. We be-
lieved that she died believing in the Lord Jesus.

I often corresponded with my Christian friends at
this time. I may give an extract from a letter T
wrote to Dr. M. Mitchell, in order to show what my
religious state now was. |

“You ask me to reply to your letter, and I doubt
not you expect to hear about my rehgmus senti-

T 1 ¥ ." L3 - Y oA . o o wm am om
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“ Iy the first place, I acknowledge my great fault -
in still remaining in heathenism after being convinced
of the truth of Christianity, I am almost ashamed
to state the reasoxy of this. I am not yet prepared
to withstand and to suffer the persecutions and frials -
which a true believer in Christ has to undergo in
India when he confesses his Master before his country-
men. Oh, may He grant me the boldness that Luther
had at Worms! May Ile give me His Spirit, and
encourage me to say, ¢ Here I stand ; I can do nothing
else. So help me God!’ Yet I fully admit that all
my trials are nothing in comparison with the suffer-
ings of Christ, who died for our salvaticn.

“Tt is true that the love of my parents and family
somefimes Cvercomes me and makes me forget my
resolution, but again the burden of my sing and the
fear of the sinner’s doom in & future life greatly
trouble me. Thus there is a constant struggle in
my mind between the desires of this life and the
hopes of a future one. My mind 1s not at rest,
I am dissatisfied with my own righteousness. My
promises to myself are in vain. I need a mighty
Saviour; T need a guide to direct me, to help me,
and to take me safely through the wilderness of this
~ world of sin and sorrow in which I am lost. My
guilty consclence terrifies me when offering up pra}yer"
at the throne of the Holy God, I praf®to Him in the
name of One whom I have found revealed in the




66 ONCE HINDU: NOW CHRISTIAN.

writings of the Prophets of old and in those,of the .
Evangelists. Yet He is not my friend. He appears
-to me as a Judge, severely rebuking me for my past
sins, and for the present ones in which I still live.

‘““ Now, Sir, this is the real state of my mind at the
present gime. Ihope you will believe me in thiz, I
have not exaggerated nor invented anything to please
yotg - But all thisis within me. None bat God and
myself know it. I shall now tell you about 'm}' ouf-
. ward behaviour towards my friends and relatives. T
make no piyd to the idols that are in our house.
I perform no sandiyd,but instead of this _Iprﬁjr to
‘my Creator and ask His llessing. T often speak to
my friends on the necessity of a Divine revelation and
of a true religion.” (26th Sept. 1852.)®

There was one thing that somewhab reconciled
my dear father to me and my opinions, and that was
the books that I had composed between 1851 and.
1854. I published five works. He saw from these
publications that I was not a mere simpleton, duped
by the missionaries. He felt assured that I had an
intelligent acquaintance with the subject of religion,
-~ and was able to think for myself, umnfluenced by the
words of others. He also felt convinced that I was
‘gincers, and that- nothing but purely spiritual con-
" siderations controlled me.




CHAPTER XIV,
OPPOSITION OF MY PARENTS.,

IN 1854 my father was transferred from Satars to
Belgaum. He made a short stay at Bombay before
taking up his new appointment. He was besieged
by my Bombay relatives, and earnestly advised to
remove me from the Mission school without delay.
- -He knew my sentiments, and did not quite sym-
pathise with my clamorous relativess He would
quietly lister to their arguments and my answers
to them when they discussed my opinions, and he
tried ‘sometimes to settle our points of difference,
An old friend of my father’s, who was most strenuous
in his efforts to change my mind, would use abusive
language so plentifully, that every time he employed
an objectionable word, I checked him by quoting
a Scripture text denouncing swearing. My father
laughed every time when the advocate of Hindnism -
was nonplassed. There was another individual,
& man irom the north of India, who had received
his training in a Mission school in the south,
who was my' most violent opponent® He openly

reviled the Seriptures, and suggested that I should
o 07 G
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bﬂ made to read infidel beoks. My father bmought
me some thirty publications of this character, sup~
plied chiefly by this very man.. These were the
productions of European and American unbelievers,
with some composed in India, chiefly by Parsis.
I did not refuse to read them, but in God’s mercy -
my, knowledge of the Bible was snfficient to help
me to see the falsehoods of such books, and these
I pointed out to my dear futher and others. Mora
' Bhat Dandekar, a learned Brahman controversialist,’

who had had a controversy with Dr. Wilson, and
had written a book in defence of the Hindu re-
ligion, was brought to me to digprove the trath
of Christianity, My father was out when he called,

and as I had never met him before, 1 &id not knaw |
who he was, or on what,errand he had come. In
the course of conversation he accnsed Christ of
stealing an ass. 1 then placed the Bible before
him, and begged him to show where the statement
was made. He was unable to find the passage,
‘which be had, wittingly or unwittingly, misunder-
stood. I then showed him all the passages con-
taining tho story of the ass which Christ obtained
for His entry into Jerusalem ; and the candid man
admitted his mistake. I then asked his name, and
having learnt that he was the author of a Marathi
a,nti-Christim:; work, I asked him how- he could

__.._-1_.-.. e I'n‘nn p— nLn-r;mn nﬂn:"r\.ﬂ'I' Tﬂﬂ'l'l‘ﬂ.. ml’\“;ﬂi"‘.- ;“ %
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~ printed book. He-answeved that he did not know
English, and" had not read the Marathi New Testa-
ment; he had written on the authority of friends
whn were acquainttd with Eoglish!

My father often reproved me for my anxiety to
“make a public profession of Christianity, when many
others well acquainted with it had not done so. He
- mentioned by name several such persons. In reply,
I pointed to a number of able men from Dr, Duff’s'
College in Caleutta that had joined the Christian
Church ; and I reminded him that religlon was an
affajr a-bsnlutely personal ; every m&n must think
- and act for himself, and dare to do his duty though
he should be in a minority.

The case o Colonel Vans Kennedy, a well-known
Oriental scholar, was often =ited to me hy my father.
This English gentleman was constantly in the com-
pany of the Shastris and read Hindn works, He |
was not silent about bis sceptical opinions, and was
understood by the Hindus generally to be a believer
in the Hindu religion. But he was a spendthrift,
and was always in danger of being drageed to jail
for his debts. I pmnted out to my father the lies of
Furopean EGEptIGE and showed that the renunciation
of Christianity morally degraded man, The attempts -
made to turn me from rehgmn were_ most  varied. .
They would cha,ige me with a breach of the fifth
commandment of the Decalﬂgue for wishing to em-
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brace Christianity against the consent of my parents.
Some of the means which they adopted were even
grossly wicked. Evil-minded men tried to corrupt
my morals ; and when I expressed my extremse in-
dignation, they threatened to employ violence. But
they did not venture to use such threats in the
presence of my father.

The female members of onr family imagined there
was some magic in the Bible, and earnestly en-
treated me to give up the perusal of it. “ Why
read that book, when there are so many others in
your possession ?” they would tenderly ask. They
would consult the astrologers and entreat them to
produce a change in my views,

My uncle wrote me a long letter, "in which he
dwelt upon these three points: first, that 1t was a
oreat sin to embrace Christianity, because the man
who does so is guilty of disobedience to his parents
and causes them much pain; secondly, the converts
disgrace themselves and their friends; and thirdly,
the converts become miserable ; they are doomed to
starvation; they go begging from door to door,
Bible in hand, and they seek in vain to be restored
to their relatives, 1 need not guote here the answer
I sent him, but will give the letter which he subse-
quently wrote to my father in March 1854 :—

“1 do n-:::d; approve of your delay in removing
Baba from school. It is impossible for him to re-
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form while he remains there and has the society of
his friends. Instead of using mild means, I would
suggest that you should at once order him to give
up school and ceme to you. What education he
has acquired is enough ; he could work under you in

your office. He might not get an appointment just
vet, but he would be removed from the pernicious
influence of the school, He is doing mischief in the
house; his younger brothers are altogether under
his influence, and Bhau” (the prother next me in
age) *“ has been already spoiled. If he can be induced
to conform himself to the enjoyments and duties of
this life, he may be completely weaned from his love
of religion.” |

My poor 1ather was greatly affected by these con-
tinued complaints from his friends. He once, in
great agony, declared to me before my mother and
‘brothers, that if I submitted to the rite of baptism,
he and all the rest in the house would drown them-
selves in the river,

I was in terrible perplexity. I did not know what
to do. I knew it was my duty to be faithful and
loyal to my Saviour, and to take His yoke upon me
~publicly by receiving baptism, as He had expressly
commanded ; but the difficulties in my way over-
whelmed me. Sometimes I thought I would go to
Calcutta, Madras, or some other distant place, and
there quietly receive baptism. Sometimes I thought
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of swallowing poison, and, when at the paint of
death, confessing Christ and submitting to the holy
rite ; at other times, I wished to call -8, missionary
to our house, and declare my.faith before him.
But the Lord delivered me from these vain fancies. .

I shall give here part of the conversation T had
wﬂ;h my father on a night previous to that on
‘which we E:xpected an invitation to a temple cere-
mony in hononr of the Iloli festival. On thab
night, friends who are in distress or are visitors from
other places are taken to the.temple with greaf
ceremony and entertained by seeing dances. My
father, who had recently come from Satara, expected
the same entertainment. |

« Father. I have not hitherto had a §uiet time for
conversing with you; and I am glad of this oppor-.
tunity. Now tell me freely what your plans are for
the future. 1 purpose retiring from Government
service ; but, should you consent to go with me to
Belgaum, I may postpone my retirement for a couple
of years. |

« Son, I am quite willing to abide by your advice,
and follow yon wherever you may wish to take me.
I would only ask you to give me religions liberty.
‘T cannot disregard the higher claims of God, while
rendering due obedience to human friends and bene-
factors.
-« Father, But wha,t do you want? I do not force
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-you fo. W{:ﬂ'ﬁhlp dolg, neither do T worship them
_myaelf 1 take my meals like you, without practis-
‘ing any idolafrous rites, neither do I ask youn to
“do anything mor%ily- wrong.

“Son. 1 wish to walk consistently with the teach-
ings of the religion I believe.

- “Aather, What do you mean?

“Son. I desire to submit to baptism and associate
with Christians, with an open disregard of the rules
of caste., _

“ Father. Will people then 2llow us to remain
among them ? We shall have to flee from this town.
- “8Son. I do not want you to violate the rnles of
caste or to follow the precepts of Christianity, sincé
- you do not #eel the burden of your sins. |

“ Father. Should you alone follow Christianity, we
shall be subjected to great persecution and disgrace.
Please do nothing of the kind ; only follow your con-
victions secretly at home. |

¢ Son. That would be hyp{}ﬂllfi} but when I insist
on consistency, you charge me with disobedience,

“ Father. We brought you up, and have been most
kind to you; "and will you leave us and go away?

“ Son. No,no; I donot wish to be separated from
“you. I wounld give anything to live with you and all |
-my dear ones, and I shall always do so if my profes-
sion of Christiafiity do not put you t inconvenience.

“ Father. Bub how would such a-thing be regarded
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by the people genaraily ? Would any one then come
to our house ? To-night there is the ceremony at'the
temple ; and you must come with me, for 1f you do™
not, I shall feel disgraced. We must submit to the
demands of soclety. | .

“ Som. There, sir, you see how we differ in our
views of duty. I am advised to act as if there were
not One higher than this world to whom we are
responsible for our conduct.  Will the world avail us
anything when we shall have to give account to God
for wilful transgressiﬁons of His express command in
deference to its wishes? Will it make our path easy
through the last dark hours of our lives ? |

“ Father. No; God alone can then help us. Man's
help will be of no avail.

¢ Son. Then it becomes us to give constant heed to
-His injunctions. Would % do if we went to Him
only when we are dying? What earthly friend on
whose bounty we depend would be pleased if we went
to him only when in distress, and not at other times ?
Shall we then spend our life in violating God's
commandments, and . turn to Him only at the con-

clusion of it ?”

At night, friends came to take us to the entertain-
ment at the temple. My father sent them to per-
suade. me, for he said that he would go only if I
went ; but I did not consent, and so ‘we both stayed
“at home.
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When,my good father saw how firmly resolved I
wiis to follow my conscience, he ceased to trouble me
any more on the subject. He would only say, «Teach
us the religion y which you believe; we shall all
together embrace Christianity.” I did not know if

he was sincere; and I consulted with my missionary
friends, who advised me not to entertain any suspicion
about the matter, but go with him to Belgaum and
attend to his suggestion.

In the month of March of the year 1854 I wrote a
long letter to the most influential newspaper of the
time in reference to the Hindu New Year’s Day, in
which I openly declared—This year the Christian
religion will be largely extended, and other religions
will be enf¢:bled.” The conclusion was as follows :—
“God is King this year. He is unchangeable. He
stands in need of no councillors. He 1s independent |
"and all in all. The planets and the stars exert no
influence upon the destinies of men; they are
.obedient to His commands., God alone should be
worshipped ; .and when He alone is so, gladness
“will fill the world.”

- My father’s term of leave expired, and he prepared
to start for Belgaum ; and I made up my mind to go
with him. The stiidents of the Free Church Institu-"
tion made a collection for a testimonial to me, and a
copy of Cobbin’s Family Bible was ®resented to me
with a very kind inscription.. T still possess this
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work.. Some of my Hindu reformed friends gaye me
an entertainment at their country-hotse, where be~
fore partaking of the feast I was asked to offer up
prayer, which I did after the Christian mode. An
entertainment was also given me by .the students,
presided over by the Rev, Dr. Sheshadri, Mz Nesbhit
gave me a copy of his printed discourses, and Mrs, -
Wilson a book-marker with the words “ Follow the
Lord fully.” DBut the greatest present I got in-
dicative of sincere affection and interest in my welfare
was this, that the Itey. Mr, Noshit took me into &
room and prayed earnestly for me, and fervently ex-
horted me to be strong in the Lord, Before leaving
Bombay 1 purchased a copy of the Marathi Old.
Testament, which specially rejoiced me ;mnd I tade.
the following note at the time of purchase :—* 18t
March 1854.—This day.I have purchased a copy of -
‘God's Word as contained in the Old Testament, I

cannot express the Joy Y Yeel. %18 a great mercy of
God that we have got His Word written in our own
language. .I have now got the whole Dible.” How
happy T am! Those who may desire to read it shall
‘be shown the wonderful works of God; those who
may argue with me can be now easily shown the
evidences of its truth. God’s Word 1s a sword. By
its might we shall overcome all our trials and conquer
India for the Loxd. O God! I thank thee for ThyWord,
which Thou hast given us in our native language.”




CHAPTER XV.
RETROSPECT.

BEFORE continuing my narrative, I wish to dwell on
s few points in my past history, so that the kindness
of God to me may be more distinctly perceived. .~

(I) If I had not been compelled to remsain in
Bombay against -all our plans, by the refusal of the
Military Board to grant me a pass to go to Aden,
and if T had not been persuaded to join the Mission
Institution” by the young man of my caste, I could,
humanly speaking, never have received any Christian
instruction. Is not the hand of God manifest in
this? As it was said of old, “ 1 girded thee, though
thou hast not known me” (Isa. xlv. 5).

(2.) The arrangement existing in the Free Church
Tnstitution for communicating religious insruction
contributed largely towards my enlightenment, My
teachers were not only men of learning, ability, and
kindness, but adorned with Christian virtues and
graces, They were earnest about the salvation of -
gouls, and this earnestness showed itself very clearly
in their life and conduct; and, thSugh so ardent,
they understond the most rational and eﬁ'ectlve

107 .
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method of imparting Christian truth. " They awere
familiar with the trinls and difficulties of studénﬁs,'
and took a hearty interest in their well-being.
While they were anxious for the. salvation of their
souls, they did not neglect their temporal welfare.
They sought to make them excellent scholars, and

so ht them for the higher walks of usefulness in
life, Dut the chief aim of our teachers was to bless

us with spiritual light and truth,-and their highest
energles were directed to that end, Science, litera~

ture, philosophy, and languages were taught, and
taught most efliciently ; but we wetre never allowed
to lose sight of the grand object for which Mission
schools exist, and for which the missionaries have
come to live and Iabomr amongst us. ®hey confi-
dently expected immediate and substantial results,
not in our success as cultured men, so much as
~converted men, redeemed by the blood of the
Saviour and renewed by God's Holy Spirit, that
- we niight possess and manifest Divine life in our
walk and conversation. And God blessed their
labours. Their religious instruction had an attrac-
tion and power in it that captivated even those
who came to the school with a strong antipathy to
Christianity. The atmosphere of the Institution
wag entirely Christian, and every one who came
breathed it and was affected by its healing in-
flnence. "
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1 can aever adequately thank God for the teachers
that I had in the College. I cannot help praising
them here; and this will be one of my chief themes
of praise in the yprld to come. I dare not say they
were perfect, but this I must say, that the image of
the Lord Jesus shone distinetly in them ; their hearts
were glowing with the love of the blessed Saviour.*
. . . The Rev. Dr. Sheshadri was as useful 1n lead-
ing me to the Saviour as the Kuropean Missionaries.
It was by his teaching that I became acquainted
with the evidences of the Christian religion. After
our religious lessons were over, he would read to.
us interesting things from Christian magazines and
newspapers. 1 remember the addresses which the
late’ Rev. Rajahgopal of Madras gave in Scotland,
which were read to us by Mr. Narayan with the

*. Mr. Padmanji next speaks ot considerable length of the Mis.
sionaries individually., His langnage is most affectionate, aund
shows how endearing were the ties that bound him to his Christian
teachers. But I naturally omit these references,

Of these teachers it may be well to mention ihat Dr. Wilson
died in a green and honoured old age—Dr, Sheshadri and 1 still
survive—but Mr. Neshit was taken away in comparatively early
life. To me his death was like the rending away of anime dima-
dium mece ; and it is most fouching to see that, at the distance of
nearly forty years, every allusion to this admirable man, made by
any of his surviving friends or pupils, is marked by an almost
-pagsionate tenderness, ~ Mr, Padmanji further speaks of his work

ag & Missionary both in English and Marathi—of his teaching,
preaching, and public lecturing—with unbounded admiration.

Oh, blest are fhey who live and die like gim;

Loved with such love, and with such sorrow mounrned, — Ed¢t
. - F
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éren.tast animation and delight. During the secess
this zealous Christian teacher would read to the head-"
master, who was a Hindu gentleman, esteemed alike
by Christians and Hindus for hisemoral character,

which was, no doubt, the result of the Christian
| teaching he had received in the Institution and the
intimate converse he had with earnest Christian men. |

(3.) The newspapers I read and the Hindu friends’
I associated with were also most useful to me.

(4.) My early resolution to make no secret of my
religious opinions, though it excited much perse~
cution and exposed me to much discomfort and
obloquy, was in the end most helpful. Trialg aﬁﬂ-
troubles test sincerity and confirm faith. = The
inquirer also experiences the blessedne8s of those
who, by passing through tribulation, are parified.
My .mental anxiety gave me more pain than did
outward ,trials, and this 1 endufed most keenly for-
full three years. But God helped me in His great
mercy to endure to the end. Indeed, the kingdom
of heaven suffereth vmlence, and the violent take it
by force (Matt. xi. 12).

5. Lastly, I may observe that God showed His
special favour to me by the kindly attitude of my
dear and much estéemed father. Though he did not
profess to be a reformer, and had no acquaintance
with the Christiin religion, he acted towards me all
along with greaE moderation and consideration. He
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looked after my’ tempural mterests most carefully,
and wag lavish in expenditure on my education.
He not only purchased for mé some of the very cost-
Hest English bogks that could be pmcured in the
country, but ordered others out from England
through the officers under whom he was employed.
He gave large sums of money for my private nse. I h
foolishly. spent sometimes handfuls of rupees on
" useless articles of luxury; but I was not held re-
sponsible for any of my prodigalities. Even after I
. was altered in mind and character, and had openly
declared my determination to follow Christianity, he -
did not change his generous dealings with me, and
ever afterwards he continued to be my kind friend |
and generows benefactor. |

In such wonderful ways God led me on slowly -
but steadily from darkness into the marvellous Light
of the gospel of Iis Son, Jesus Christ, and defeated
the attempts of the devil to keep me in sin and
error. I would ever exclaim with the Dsalmist,
«“ BIEEE the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all HlEl
benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who
healeth all Thy diseases, who crowneth thee with
loving-kindness and tender mercies ” (Ps. ciii. 2-4).



CHAPTER XVIL

BACK TO BELGAUM.

I LErT Bombay with my parents for Belgaum by
sea. We landed at Vingorla, a seaport, from which
we prosecuted our Journey in bullock conveyances.
We went thence to a neighbouring town, where an
old friend of my father held the appointment of
civil Judge, my father hoping that he might succeed
in changing my mind. 1 had a long talk with this
old gentleman on the subject of religion® After our
ablutions, my father and I were introduced into the
room where the gods were worshipped. My father
performed the piijd, but I did not. Our kind host
did not take notice of this omission; but a serious
trial awaited me at breakfast, Hindns are 1o the
habit of performing some little ceremony at the com-
mencement of every meal, and if I did not perform
it, I feared that our host wounld be offended, and
chide my father for bringing an unclean person to
eat in the same room with him. This would disgrace
and hurt my dear parents, especially my father.
But I. reasoned ~vith ﬁlyself that if I now yielded to
convenience, and practised an idolatrous rite which

. Irz .
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1 had, Inng since abandoned, I should be guilty of
inconsistency. I should deny the professions I had
made -to my host, and I should raise in his mind
doubt of my sincerity. 1 remembered the mnoble
heroism of Luther, about which I had learnt at
College, and I prayed secretly for Divine help to
~enable me to be faithful. I waited till our host and
my father had commenced to eat, and I followed
them without perf'ﬂrmmg any ceremony. Nobody
took any notice of my conduct, and the next day
I had no difficulty on the subject. I would- sog-
gest to my educated friends who are striving after -
reformation, that they will find a little firmness will
help to smooth their way very much. When we re-
~sumed our jCurney, I was advised by the gentleman,

who had entertained us most hospitably, to act with
prudence, and make no pablic profession of my
religious principles. This, he said, was the safest
and wisest course. -

When we got to Belgaum, my parents argued
hard with me fo take up some employment and
settle down, I told them that I waald not do go;
that I had not accompanied them with that DbJEEt—-
I had come to acquaint them with the truths of
'Chnstmmty. But they would not listen to me.
However, I commenced my work of instruction
gently. My younger hrother, whc™had learned
something of Christianity in Bombay, joined me

| | .
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very heartlly in this work. We had thug fwo
seekers after truth in our family, We used to read
the Bible openly, and talked with the other mem-
bers of the family on religious Jmatters. It was
chiefly in the evening that we engaged in these
exercises. Soon afterwards the large Bible, presented.
to me by the students of the Institution in Bombay,
arrived, and I showed and explained the maps and
pictures that were in it to wmy father and others, As
my father was a proficient in engineering, he gave
me some interesting information regarding the con-
struction of the figures in the book. I hungron the
walls of the houss some Scriptural pictures which 1
had bronght from Bombay. 1 pub these in frames,
and they proved useful in instructinge my people.
Dr. Wilson had given me his own picture in & frame,
which I also hung up. In this way our house was
adorned with splendid pictures of* Scripture scenes
“and the portrait of a distinguighed missionary. No-
hody objected to this kind of decoration. My father
furnished the house for me in the European fashion.
with tables, chairs and lamps, fully expecting me to
reside in it permanently.

My father’s friends at Belgaum soon heard of m}r
religious state, and many came to see and argue
with me. A learned Shastri was especially called to
converse with~me, and the conversation took a turn
which my father did not anticipate. He spoke of
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the autherity of the Vedas; and when I stated what
I knew on the Eubjeet, he at once became mute,
He positively declared that he would not talk with
any one that questioned the authority of the Vedas,
My father was very much surprised at this, and dis-
missed him, after presenting him with half rupee,
Though I had constantly to carry on religious dis-
cussions, I was free from the violent opposition of
- people of my caste. Those belonging to other castes
had no personal motive to use gny violence against
me, for my conversion did not affect the reputa--
tion of their communities, They therefors con-
tented themselves with simply reasoning with me. -
Some of them even enconraged me in my bold
advocacy of :Jﬁnciples which they disbelieved, Most
~of the young men of my. acqualntance were mem-
bers of the Paramhans Society of Bombay.

One day my father took me to the Collector, Mr.
- Inverarity, for whom he had procured, without my
‘knowledge, letters of introduction from Dr. Wilson .
and Mr. Nesbit. The Collector offered me g place
a8 translator, and expected me to attend at hig
office on the following day. When we went home, T
‘told my father that he had not kept his word, and
that I did not mean to take up any appointment
before - embracing Christianity, At this' all the J_
members of my family were extremdly angry, and
all, except my reformed brother, reggrded me as g

| —
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bitter foe. My mother was in great sorwew., My
_gmndmother and my uncle took me aside and.
e&mestly expostulated with me, and, when the1r-
entreaties were unsuccessful, they scolded . me
severely. 1 made the following note on 8 page of
my Marathi Bible on this occasion :—* 1854, 19th
May, Belgaum.—My father is trying to get ‘me’
employed, so that my mind may turn from follﬂwmg
the Lord. I am, therefore, in great distress to-day.
The words of Job xxii. 21-30 give me comfort and
point to me the straight path of daty.” 1

My father was a very sagacious man, and ab once
changed his mode of procedure. He did not further
insist upon my joining the office, but expressed a
desire to learn about Christianity. Am he had to
‘go into the districts, I gage him a few books.bo read,
on his promising to peruse them carefully. I do
not exactly remember what-those books were, but
 evidently the Gospel of John, the Psalms of David,
and the Pilgrim’s Progress were among them, as
‘would appear from a letter that I wrote to him
“on the subject. The concluding part of the letter
was as follows - These two books (the Gospel of -
John and the Psalms) do not contain anything
" derogatory to the character of God, nor anything
“calculated to corrupt men. The Person about whom
- John writes fvag- wonderful. T venture to affirm
that you wﬂl find ‘that His life was cha.ractenaed by
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. perfect z;oodness and majesty—Divine truth, mercy,
wisdom, and power shining forth in His every word
- and deed.. Please try and see if trath, mercy, grace,
Lnﬁmte power, honndless wisdom do not thus appear
‘in His life. Please attentively mark these words:
“I am the bread of life;” , . . ‘He who believeth in
Me hath everlasting life, . . . and I shall raise him
ab up the last day.” ¢The dead shall hear the voice of
the Son of God, and they that hear shall live! ¢He
“that committeth sin is the slave of sin’ ¢ Whoso-
ever drinketh of the water that I. shall glva him
shall never thirst.’”

As regards those who were outmders I may say
that I met with much kindness and encouragement
from the ~afive Christians at - Belgaum, whom I
often met when I went out for a walk, At first.
they were shy, bub afterwards grew more friendly,
and they promised to pray for me. I went and
- called on Mr, Taylor and Mr. Beynon, the Mission-
- aries, who had been my teachers twelve years before.
They were much pleased to hear of the change that
“had taken place in my mind, and exhorted me to-
perseverance and fa.1thfu1ness to my Redeemer.
- Besides these Christian friends none Eympathlaedy
with' me except ah old teacher of mine, who had
ceased- to believe in Hinduism, and who. did not
_eXpress dmpleaﬂure at my religiousacondition, Ha'
| WaS oW &, Government clerk, and often called at my
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house, and adﬂsed my relatives to treat mg kindly.
I attended the meetings of a deba.tmg soclety in the
town, and often spoke. I also got Mr. Beynon to
lecture on temperance, L |
A% this time some Mormon missionaries arrived at
Belgaum, and their meetings were largely attended.
They did not make any impression upon the natives,
but they succeeded in deluding some English soldiers,
- Captain,now General Sir Robert Phayre, who was then
there, wrote a small tract against Mormonism, and 1

supplied him with some books on the subject which I
had in my possession. My father spoke to me of
the differences of opinion existing amongst Chris-
tians, and earnestly urged me to give up Christianity.

At this time I had all the worldly comfert that one
could desire, but I was very unhappy, I feared lest
my comforts would rise up against me in the day of
judgment, I donot find anything written about the
state of my mind at this period, except on & scrap
dated 15th July 1858, in which I have made this
note :—“I am strangely placed, in the mysterious
providence of God. I do not know why 1 am so.
Why canst Thou not draw me to Thyéelf, O Lord,
who dost not desire -the death of a sinner? O
God, look down upon me a sinner, who am perish-
ing. ‘Mark how I am reviled by the people ! They
laugh me to sco~n. They misunderstand and misre-
present my purest motives and my most laudable
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ﬂesirps.'ﬁ O God, I trust in the shadow of Thy wings
alone. * When ﬁilb' Thou, 1n' Thy mercy, visit meé ?
May the day appointed for my salvation be has-
tened.” The following words I find in my diary,
“dated the 3oth July :—“TIt would be better to enjoy
the blessings of religion on a bed of sickness all my
life than to live in my present condition,”

I have a portion of a letter which I wrote to Dr.
Murray Mitchell at this. time, which I may here
transcribe :—* I have been striving hard for the last
two years, I have engaged with myself to give ap
the world for Christ;.and although I cannot a8y
that I have overcome the world, still I-must grate-
| fully acknowledge that my eyes have béen opened to
Eee. “the varity of 1t. Although I have many of the
comforts of this life, I do not find any satisfaction i in
them; and durmg the pa,st twelve months this has
been strongly felt by me. The burden of my sin,
which presses me, and the terrors of the second
death have extinguished completely the love - of
the pleasures of life in my mind. I am always
- gloomy and sad; and I am painfully conscious of my.
inability to stand the terrible ordeal that awaits me.
otill I have the hope that God’s strength will be.
- perfected in my-weakness,-and I shall glorlfy Gnd in
my Jack of strength.”

~And God soon wrought my dgliverance. My
fa.ther frequently came hﬂma from the districts, aud
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I had nppnrtumtlea of speakmg to him ; m:ld when
he was away from home, I sent h1m lettera full of
sarnest counsel. One day 1. took 111m to. sed- Mr.~

Taylor, who spoke to him in a very affectionate way
about my religious state and intentions, My father,
in accordance with Indian courtesy, said nothing at
the time in opposition, but he scolded me severely.
when we retnrned home. Mr. Taylor was fully- 111-
formed about ‘my religious feelings and difficulties
in a long letter, to which he sent a most valuable.
answer. ) B
- The critical moment, so.long delayed, at last
arrived, and T had to decide forthwith. T was asked
to engage in certain religious rites, which could not
be performed according to Hindu usagg except by
‘myself. It was a festive occasion, Music of all
sorts was employed, and the clang and clatter re-
sounded far and wide. A maghificent booth was
erected in which to seab my wife, and an_altar was
~prepared on which to burn the sacrificial offerings
with the aid of Brahman priests. There would be
- feastings and rejoicings, in which my dear mother
hoped to play an active part. But I declared my
firm resolution not to take any part in idelatrous
- ceremonies. My~ uncle informed my father of this
 when. he was absent, and he sent an order to stop
the festivities. .The shame of so abrup} a conclu--
. sion of the ceremonies, of which the whole town had
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mﬁ_-épp;ised by the ;cla,mﬂrﬂus music, was more than
my dear '_niﬁthef could endure, and- she sought ‘a

private interview with me. She implored me with

tears in her eyes, and spreading out the long skirt: of

her robe, that I would give way, and for once oblige
her by submitting to the rite; otherwise, she said,

they would be utterly disgraced. All this was most .
painful -to ms; but-I could not set aside the claims

of truth, I did all I could-to comfort her, but in

vain.” . - - S
o I passed the night in great agony, I prayed; I

wepb. The Spirit of -God suggested such helpful
passages of Scripture to my mind as Luke xiv, 16~24,
and-the words, “ I have married a wife, and therefore
I cahnot coxue,” impressed me most deeply. I feared
I should share the fate of the unfortunate man of
whom it was declared, “None of those men who

were bidden shall taste of my supper.” 1 thers and
then reanlved that 1 would accept my Saviour ab
once. Then I found rest and peace.

- I informed. Mr. Taylor next morning of my resolu-
tion, and asked him to give me shelter in his house.
On the following Sunday Mr. Taylor wrote that it
would be best to apprise my father of my intention’
to leave my home; but thers was not time to do this,
and I felt that delay might prove dangeruﬁs The
day for the Hindu family rite had been fixed and the
* preparatmna had been made, and if 1 had delayed, it
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would have been impossible for me to have rafused to
engage in it; and I felt that suc];_ conduct would
amount to a denial of the Saviour, and might cause
the eternal ruin of my soul. After spme correspond-
ence with Mr. Taylor, he assented to my request that
I should go to his hounse and remain there till I was
baptized. |



CHAPTER XVII.
JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING.

- As 1 seb out for church on Sunday, the 1st August
1854, I took leave of my mother, casta glance at my
wife, who sat in a corner, and spoke to my bfﬂthers
and sisters, who were playing i the yard. I met
some Christian friends, who walked with me to church.
It was Mr. Beynon’s turn to preach that evening.
He was not aware of my intention of going after the
service to Mr. ‘Taylor’s house for shelter, with a view
to receive baptism, as matters had been finally settled
only late the evening before. But it so happened
‘that Mr. Beynon preached on the same parable which -
had led me to decide only three or four days previously.
1 listened to the sermon most attentively, and it con-
vinced me of the wisdom of the step 1 had taken.
‘His last appeal was most impressive., Yet at the
.conclusion of the service, in spite of my firm resolu-
tion, which had been strengthened by the powerful
discourse of the evening, I began to hesitate ; the
keeping away from home was so difficalt. My
Christian friends were waiting to agcompany me on-
the way to my home, and the- devil suggested that I
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‘might quietly go away with them. But the Lord
was dealing with me mercifully, ‘ﬁﬁd was t;king
me-as & brand out of the fire (Zeéch. iii; 2).  Mr.
'Taylnr who stood at the door, asked me, ¢ Are you
coming ?” I immediately answered “Yes.,” This
good man was like the angel who appeared to Peter
in prison and bade him follow him. I accompanied
Mr. Taylor to his bungalow. Then I felt as if the.
load of sin and sorrow that oppressed me had suddenly
dropped off, and unspeakable joy filled my heart. I
read and prayed, then lay on my bed a~thinking, I
had put out the lamp, but still the room appeared to
be full of light ; and one like the Son of God, arrayed
in glory, I thought, came to me as to a friend, and
a sense of perfect safety and peace possesged my %oul.
I felt refreshed and happy, as.the weary wanderer.
who has been pinched with cold a.nd hunger does
when he finds rest and shelter in his home. Light
and joy almost overwhelmed me, and I was lost in
- blessedness. The experience of this night was unique,
and the memory of it will never die. The vision of
God then given was a dim reflection of that which
the children of God enjoy in heaven. - I was indeed
standing on Pisgah or on the Mount of Transfigura-
~ tion, or I was in the land of Beulah. * He brought
me to. the banqueting-house, and His banner over
me was love ” (Yong of Solomon, ii. 4). Lhad Eemral
such visions in those days, but none so glorious as
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Ahis, I have 1o copies of Iettara written to friends
_,aﬁ this time, but I find an extract from one of them
-publishec. in Mr. Spurgeon’s « Feathers for Arrows,”
which Iinay here transcribie :—“ How I long for my
“bed—mnot that I may sleep, for I lie awake often and
'lnng—-—-but to hold sweet communion with my God.
‘What shall I render unto Him fot all His revelations
and gifts to me? Was there no historical evidence
of the truths of .Christianity, were there no well-
established miracles, still I should believe that the
religion propagated by the fisharmen of Galiles 18
divine. _The holy joy it brings to me must be from
heaven. Do I write boastingly, brother? Nay, it
18 with tears of humble gra.mtude that I tell of the
~ goodnasa of the Lord.” -
Mr. Nesbit,.who saw some of my letters, wrote to
p:—“ We give unceasing thanks to God for all
His goodness to you. I have read most of your
- letters with great inferest and pleasure ; but the one
that' gave me most delight was that in which, pre.
vious to your baptism, you spoke of your delighting
in God, meditating on Him in the mght—wa.tcheﬂ'
and holding sweet and satisfying communion with
him. . Your extparlanca and David’s are the same’
(Ps. Ixiii. 5-8). T always wish young converts such
experierces of holy joy. They are to them not only
the shortert and surest proofs of ﬂhrlﬁtmmty', bub
‘they make them miserable afterwards when they go
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astray in sin or ‘carelessness and lose their jsense of
the Divine presence. I bless God 7T for the gmdmg
light you had. May yon ever remember ydur privi-
leges, and strive to attain to the yeig'ht of them,
You glorified God and enjoyed Him in the most
sensible manner ; you may again and again, Iwet
your soul still follow after Him, and His right hand
will uphold you.” -

These experiences proved most useful to me at
the time of the severe trials that awaited me; they
stirred up my love and zeal, and enabled me to over-
come the weakness of the flesh, .

Though I had perfect peace and rest, my relatives
were 1n great distress. My mother,on finding that
I had not returned home, at once sent forymy undle ;
and he with a few friends called at Mr. Beynon’s,
- who lived out of the town, t0 inquire about me. By
this time it was very late at night, and the gate of
the fort was closed, and they could not come for me
to Mr. Taylor's bungalow. Next morning, however,
my mother came along with all “my brothers and
sisters, that she might persuade me to go home.
This first meeting was most painful ; it is impossible
to describe it. Only God supported me. Somehow
the earnest pleadings of my dear ones did not at the
time affect me much; I remained calm. When all
their persuasiong had been unavailingg my poor
mother burst forth into loud wallings, pronouncing
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- imprecations on Mr. Taylor and me. I st'ill_have B
vivid recollection of the terrible scene. But when
my relations went away, my firmness was gone, and
I could not restyain my. tears. I shut myself up in
my chamber, and prayed earnestly to my Father in
heaven for my beloved ones. Captain Phayre, who
‘was present at Mr. Taylor’s, expressed great sym-
pathy for me, and gave me comfort by quoting
passages from the Secriptures, and by referring to
his own experience at the time when he yielded his
heart to the Lord and gave up the world.
" Every day people came from our house to see me,
and on the fourth day after my separation my dear
mother sent my clothes. About this 1 find the
following =ote in my diary:—‘“To-.day my dear
mother sent me my clothes, and, what 18 to me more
pleasing, she sent me a message of love. She asked
me not to grieve further, but to be comfortable and
happy where I am.”
 She also sent me money, and promised to send
more. On the same page I have written across this
verse, “If any man serve Me, him will My Father
honour ” (John xii. 26). - | -
On the 18th I wrote to the Dhdmketu, & Bombay
Marathi newspaper, a long letter communicating the
intelligeuce of my open renunciation of Hinduism,
and the rea~ons for this step, which tha editor kindly
| pubhshed verbamm wmhout any comment. The pub-
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lication of this letter spread the tidings fqr and
‘wide, and, the other newspapers rgiced it in- their
-own way. Dr. Wilson wrote to me :—* MUCMIE@I&
about you here, but the natives aduait your smcﬁﬂty'

and capacity of judgment. I am glad to say many
youths in our Institution approve of your. prnceed—-f
ings. Full Christian obedience on our part ia the
most effective argument with.all our friends,”

I will make a few extracts fr-::}m the meditations
which I wrote about this time :—*“ 0 God, I am one
of Thy children, May I realise more and more that
I am one of the invisible flock of Jesus. May I have.
a growing idea of the kingdom of Christ, and my
pa.rtlclpa,tmn in 1ts peace and imperishable glories.”
“Oh, my soul, rejoice that thou hastathus found
the privilege of holding communion wéth thy Creator,
Ignorant idolaters know . nuthmg of the riches of
Christ’s grace; do thou feel compassion for them ;
pray-for them, weep for them?! Strive to show thy—
self to them as a living trophy of the power of the
Gospel, that they may emulate thy happy cam:htmn,
&nd seek the priceless treasures of the Lord Jesus.’

- “Oh, how happy I am! Christ hag obtained the
pardon of my sins; He has died for me ; He has
- gecured rightéﬂusﬁess for me. I am not aflaid'nnw_
of being called into judgment for my iniglities, I
know that I have a Mediator, and that Me is ple&d—
ing for me, My Saviour will lead me through thig
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~ world Eif tempbabmn and sin, as a father guides his
child. 1 will nﬁzke Him my guide and teacher in all
things, "0 Jesus, the Holy One of God, give me
thy Holy Spirif, the Almighty Comforter. May 1
submit to Tis Eeachings and be fashioned anew in
all virtue and goodness, that I may experience fully
what it is to be a new creature !”

My mother called again on the 18th to see me,
and entreated me to gE home; but.this time she was
calm. My wife also sent me a imessage tha.t she
would be happy to go with me'to Bombay.

My father came from the districts, and sent me a
request to go home to ses him. Mr. Taylor thought
it would be unsafe to do s0 before my baptism, and
I therefore asked him to do me the favour of giving
me an 1rtermew at the Mission-house, He came
two days a.f'ter early in’ the morning, and sent the
‘driver to call me. He took me into the carriage and
wept. After a few minutes he ordered the coachman
to drive the carrmfre homewards, I was somewhat
alarmeéd, but, I restrained myself, and determmed
to go home. The people at home had no previous
intimation of my visit, and they were all in bed
when we arrived. =My father awoke them, and
strictly forbade them to make any loud lamentations,
In the mweantime I was directed to write a note to
Mr. Taylor to inform him.of my visit tq my relations,
and of my intention to return in the evening. Mr.
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Taylor called-at ten o’clock on his way to schou] and
saw that I was quite safe. A mc?é break?'aat was,_
“prepared for me, which was served me im o separate
‘room by my wife; and when she saw that T began
+t0 eat without changing my dress and wearing the
sacred garments, she meekly asked, ¢ How can food
be relished with such garments on?”

Some. friends. called to see me, but I did not ta.lk
 with them, I spent my time in reading the Bible,
praying, and writing letters to my friends in Bom-
bay. As promised, Euy father sent me back to Mr.
Taylor in the evening. After this I often went to
gee my relatives. - '

It is impossible to commend adequately the judi-
cions dealings of my parents with mg after®my
separation from them. They did ngt use violence
of .any kind, as has been done in the case of many
converts; and fheir conduct desewea to be fullﬂwedh
by those who create & disturbance on.the occasion of
s conversion, and seek to restrain the liberty of their
relaturea who seek to follow out their convictions,

Mz, Taylor put off my baptism till he had heard
from my teachers in Bombay, whose instruction had
proved so beneficial to me; and the Missionaries
had cordially con§ented to the rite being administered
by that good man. Dr. Wilson wrote to we a long'

letter, in which he said,- “ We are ugited in our
Juﬂgment {}f wha,t with the help of God, you should
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.1mmedlately do tha,t is, * Come out and be separate.’
~ You. cannot be.. too soon in the visible fold of (hrist,
having, ve trust; already entered that which is in-

visible. You will be able to preach more advan-
tageously to your parents from Christian than from
_eQuivoqal‘ ground, Your public profession of the
- truth will be blessed to give peace to your own soul.
There can be no peace while we do not fully follow
the Lord. If there were, we should often secure-
.onr&elvea in that which is wrgng. Don’t be afraid
‘of them who can kill the body, and after that have
‘no more-that they.can do.. The grace of Christ is
sufficient for you. As your day is, so will you find
your strength to be. I can’ testify this from b_leaﬂed
_experience.”

My relatiops did not manifest any great SOI'PDW
now that I used to visit them, for they fully exX~
pected me to retusn to them permanently after my
enthusiasm had abated. They were sanguine that
the people of our caste would not object to restore me
~ to caste privileges, and that Shankaracharya wounld
‘absolve me from the guilt of* defilement. Crowds
from the town came every day to see and converse
with me; and when I went with Mr, Taylor in hlsx'
* conveyance to church, there would be troops of people
behind Car carriage sll the way from the bungalow to
the church~door. Thﬁy seemed to pale me for some
strange creature that had come from another sphere,




CHAPTER XVIIL
MY BAPTISM.

AT last the day of my baptism was fixed, and my
father was apprised of it. He asked me if I had
to pay any fee to tha Padri Sahib for the perform-
ance of the rite. He did not say this in jest, but
quite seriously. He offered to aktend the cegremony.
But when the day arrived, my. bitterest trials com-
menced. Early in the morning my father requested
me to see him; but I conld not compla, as 1 ha.d
purposed to spend this momentous pariod of my life
in holy meditation and close communion with my-
‘God. Then he sent a requeste that the baptism
“should be pnstpuneﬂ I wrote and asked the reason
of this suggestion. He gave no reason, but ordered
me to visit him. In this way several notes passed
between us, and much time was wasted, and my
mind was greatly disturbed. But I would not have
the day changed, At the evening service Mr.
Beynon preached, and Mr. Taylor then administered
the sacred rite. A large number of peofle came
from the towh <o witness the ceremong, though it
was raining at the time, I had prepared two state-
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ments, one in English, the other in Ma.ra.thi; the
former of which was read by Mr. Beynon, and the
latter bjl me. . I received this message from home
“You have entered into light, but we are groping
in darkness,” My mother made great lamentation,
for she had hopes of my return until my’ baptism
took place; bub now all her hopes were blasted.

I made it a point to visit my relations regularly,
and when I expressed a desire to go back to the
college at Bombay, my father ghjected, on the ground
that I ought to write a book for his enlightenment
before leaving him. I wrote one in the space of
two months, which was published with the title of
“ A comparison of Hindunism and Christianity.” It
was compesed in the form of a dialogue between a
father and a ~on, in whjch the converted son. gives
his reasons for embracing Ohristianity. When it
was being prepared, it was read to my father, who
made suitable suggestions. - While I was writing
this, I found time also to prepare another small
work, a conversation between Death and the Soul,
which was first published in the Dnydnodaya, and
then printed in the form of a small tract. Thesa
books were ‘published by the Bombay Tract and
Book Society. - |

As suon as my father-in-law heard of my con-
version,“h~ gep out for Belgaum av#h one of .his
sons-in-law. Before his arrival my father had en-
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treated my wife to 10111 me, and I also stroye hard
to incline her mind to this. She showed her will-
1ugness ‘to come to me; and, to assure mb of her
Emcenty, she once dra.nk water which had been
touched by me. She had thus broken her caste;
But my father was unwilling openly to take the -
responsibility of sending her to me, and therefore
suggested that she should go to the Mission-honse
during his absence in the districts. Her father,
however, carried her off the very day she was to
have come to me, and our plans were all disap-
pointed. My father-in-law was g very supggstitions
man, and I could not go to our house till my father
had returned; and then too 1 could call only at
certain fixed times, for he objected to seq Me before
he had performed his morning ablutiogs, worshipped
‘the- gods, and taken his ea.rly meéal. -At the first:
meeting he expraaaed sorrow ab what happéned, and
then with an angry look he commenced to scold me;
‘in which my brother-in-law joined with energy. In
fact, it was the latter who set my father-in-law _ag&inst
me and poisoned my wife’s mind, so that she con-
sented to go to Bombay with them. I found oppor-
tunities of speaking with her late at night after my
 father-in-law had gone to sleep, but she persisted in
stating that she would join me in ‘Bombey. My
~ father was mush.grieved at the sad turn@affairs had
takan, and even opefly advls&d my father-m—law to
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let my- mfe come to me. .But the man was Obsti-
nate. - L quote fow sentences from a letter I wrobe
to my father ou the subject :—

“You need not reproach yourself for having do-
la.yed to send my wife to me, nor do I so. I have
been faithful to my resmlutiona. I trust and hope in
the God for whom I have separated myéelf from
father, mother, brother, sister, and wife. I do not
grieve for myself, but for my wife, that she is un-
willing to come tome. I feel sad that her life shonld
'be spent in. widowhood andignorance. Her separa-
tion from me will not diminish my happiness, for the
'Gﬂd who gave His Son to die for me will not allow
my mind to be-unhappy. I counted the cost long
before I joined the Cliristian Church. Christ plainly
declares, tnat he who leaves all for His sake shall
have a hundredfold in”this life with persecutions,
and.in the world to come everlasting life, Such is
the consolation which a Christian feels; and I ear-
nestly hope that you may be enabled to expariemm
the same in the time of difficulty and sorrow.”

T may. briefly anticipate the évents that took placﬂ
: aﬁ:er my wife went to Bombay. I tried. in every
possible way to have access to her, in order to find
-out her real state of mind, but I was prevented from
approaehing her by her father and other relatives,
Her father would not even reply to my rapeated-

nnmmnh'lnn'l" nﬂel" T 1:‘1-1.““"- L..-..h-.-n-.-.-.-..... A -y O .
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Becretf} willing to join me, but had been prwent&d
_by her friends. In this way L atrnva hard for i{}ur
years; after which I thought 1t best to have an
interview with her through the Sypreme (now the
High) Court of Bombay. As soon as the writ of
Habeas Corpus was served upon her father, she was
_assiduonsly trained to refuse in the court to come to
e. ' Sir Matthew Sausse wag the judge before whom
the inquiry was made, and I was given half-an-hour
to persuade her, but she would not consent. When
we came out of the chambers, my solicitor repeated

this Scriptural passage to me for my cumfgrt “1f .

the unbelieving depart, let him depmt I kad to
expend about 200 rupees on t]:ua guit? This amount
I had obtained by the sale of my “ Story of Yamunj,”
which describes the sufferinge of Hindg WIdGWS |
| Three years later (in 1"865), I was married to a
Christian wife. Two years aftergards my first wife
suddenly appeared at the house of a dear Christian
brother, the Rev. G. R. Navalkar, where I had put up
in Bombay, as I then generally resided at Poona.
She insisted upon my taking her back, as she de-
clared that her brother and others who protected her
- were dead, and she was free-to come to me, I told
her it was impossible for me now to recognise the
old rel&%iﬂnship, as I gould not, according tes my re-
ligion, have two yives. As she was most pegsistent,
I asked her to come the next day, when I might
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be sble_to decide the matter. She came the next
day, and my dear Christian brother, the Rev. Dhan-
Jibhai Nauroji and myself told her that she coula
not now look upon me as her husband, as I had
another wife, but that, if she chose, she might come
and live in some Christian family, and I would sup-
port her, and educate her for some useful work, and
if she chose afterwards to embrace Christianity and
marry, she would be at perfect liberty to do so. But -
she would not consent to this arrangement. = After
‘o long interview she loft us, evldently very sorrowful,
She is now dead. Her surviving relations have long
since been reconciled to me, and frequently visit me,

- -



CHAPTER XIX.
IN BELGAUM, AFTER MY B4 PTISM.

- I LivED in Mr. Taylor's family for three munthﬂ, and
the members of it were most kind to me. I im-
proved both in body and mind. Faith was confirmed
and invigﬂra,ted Indeed, the young Christian con-
vert is like a tender plamt, which requlres the utmost
care of the hushandman, Some words which I heard
Dr. Murray Mitchell quote in his chass from Arch-
bishop Leighton dwelt continfially in my memdry,
and in my own experience I found them to be most
true. 'They are these :—< The gr&ce Gf God in the
heart of man is a tender pla.nt In g strange ukindly.
gsoil, and therefore cannot well prosper and grow
withoit moch care snd pains, and that of a ekilful
hand, which hath the art of cherishing it.” The
living, personal illustration of Christian graces, as
every day seen in the life of Mr. Taylor and his-
excellent lady, was most useful to me; my.spiritual
lifo took a turn from it. Mr. Taylur’s prayers were’
most precious. He would pray for his chilgren and
grandchildren by nama, and while praymg for an

aﬂdltmna;l measare of grace to those who were
: 138 |
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walking in the pa.th of duty, he earnestly pleaded
for- those” who nad nob surrendered their souls to
the Saviour. ' Unce he read to me a letter which he
had received from a grandson of his who had been
converted at college, and_hé expressed the greatest
pleasure and thankfuluess. How exultingly = he
breathed his.grateful -praises at the family altar!
This grandson, the Hon. Justice H. Birdwood,
has since become a most consistent Christian and
an ornament to the Church. Once I had a slight
attack of illness, and Mr, Taylor was most tender in
his sympathy and belp. In’short, he acted towards
me like & kind and tender “parent, and thus com-
forted Chyist’s Iittle one who had been ﬂrpha,ned fur
the Saviour's sake. -
I was also~ much Uonefited by my intercourse
with Mr. and Mrs. Beynon and the native Chrlstlanq
of Belgaum. Sor-e of the latter were earnest men,
| glﬂnfymg the Saviour in their lives, and they proved
“the truth of the hundredfold return which the Lord
has promised to those who renounce the world for
- Hiﬂ name's sake. These dear brethren, too, “had
suffered the loss of all things for the Master; a.nd

yet how humble and patient they were, living in’
gpiritunal llbe;ty and mutual love !



CHAPTER XX
RETURN TO STUDY IN BOMBAY.

I DESIRED to qualify myself for future usefulness in
the service of the Lord, who had rédeemed me ; and
a3 there were no snifable arrangements existing at
Belgaum in the Londgn Mission for acquiring this
fitness, I resolved, with my father’y perméssion, to
oo to Bombay. It was hard for my poor mother to
consent to the separation; shg declared that though
I was a Christiany she wounld like me to lg near her.
But she did not understand how ifurions to her
and to me such proximity must be. She la.mented
my baptism every time she saw®me, and it pained
me to see her fret. Before I left Belgaum, I had
"gnner to live in my father’s house, where I had heen
given a separate room. My dear mother supplied
‘me with ail requisites for the journey, and sent me in
the family conveyance as far as the seaport where
I was to embark for Bombay. I was also provided
with a handsome snm as pocket-money. M. Taylor
“manifested all a pareat’s tenderness at partthe, He
pressed me td*hs heart and wept, and gv® me his

parental benediction in most touching words. The
140 -
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prayer was long and impressive. My dear parents and
all the other members of the family, together with
the domestics, came with me beyond the limits of the
town ; and when I urged them to return, they, one
and all, pressed me to go back with them. This
was another time of intense suffering ; it was hard
to tear myself from them. Young and old implored
me earnestly to go back with them. God upheld
me, and. my resolution was not shaken. 1 there and
then openly prayed for all of Jthem, and then bade
them farewell. |

'On besrd the_steamer on which I got at Vingorla.
I had the congenial society of a Parsi gentleman and
‘his son, who h;ving learnt that I wag a Christian,
asked me to eat with them. Some, Roman Catholic
traders were eually hospitable and friendly. None
of them would take remuneration for their hospi-
tahty ;—but I hand~d to the son of the Parsi merchant
the sweets that my mother had given me. In this
journey I experienced the truth of the words, “ The
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He
prepareth a table for me in the presence of my
enemies.” | |

I met a cordial reception from all the members of
the Mission. Mr. Nesbit, who could not .persorally
welcom¢ me, as he was busy gn preparing for the
public S‘;r#ice,;tﬁﬁt-- day being Sungdam, sent me the -
following note :— | '



142, - ONCE HINDU: NOW CHRISTIAN.

“ My dear Baba, with much joy and thamkfylness
J welcome you to Bombay. May oug intercourse be
abundantly blessed, and greatly profitable te you and
to us! Since hearing of your arciwal, I have been -
preparing to preach, and I go to service a.t the jail ;
otherwise I should have come to see you.” |

1 put up with Mr. Narayan Sheshadri, who was .
formerly my teacher, and now my Christian brother.
It was a most happy circumstance that T first of all
lived in this good bgother’s family; and my father
also was greatly pleaged. Not only were all my"
bodily wants most f.:tl,ref'ulljr supplied, but A had the
beautiful example of Christian life ever before me.



CHAPTER XXI.

KIND FEELINGS OF MY RELATIVES AND
' FRIENDS,

THERE gre many ‘people who imagine that the man
who embraces Christianity becomes quite éstranged
from his own people; but it"is not so. His Hinda
relations for some fime are zanoyed and keep aloof
from him, but generally in course of time they become
reconciled to him., Many of the offended relatives
believe in dest;ny, and regard the convert’s adoption
of Christianity as a. thing decreed by God, so that he
is.not rospongible far his pruceedmga. But there are
& fow others who take a higher view of the matter,
and declare that he has not done anything wrong;
he has not committed theft or any other immorality,
and therefore he is not to be condemned. He hag
stimply erred, if he has erred, in sentiment. They
think that, like ascetics, who renounce the pleasures
and the worrymg duties of life and take to a life of
poverfy #nd celibacy from religious motives, so the
Christian c,nnvert hasg. fennunced his or‘ginal faith to
follow another whmh he considers better. Reasoning
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in tma way, nun—Ohrmtmn relutions come tu Eatmf y
_t.heu__' minds. .
My father took this view of my ca,s"é, and Eontinuéd '
to regard me with affection. Any improvement that
‘took place In my circumstances cheered him, and
when "I was ordained a minister of the Gospel, he
felt quite proud. Itwice visited him afferwards ab
Belgaum, and though d lived in a separate house,
still he spoke of me with pride to his friends and
acquaintances. He gave me ‘free pBTmlSEIGI‘L to pray
and read the Bible with the members of his family.
He took great care ™ot to offend my religious
principles, and had = tender reﬂard for my con-
scientious scruples When once trtﬁ:elhng with him,
he halted on two Sabbaths, s it was -against’ my
religion to work on those deys, and Shd' not grudge
to. pay extra hire to the® cart-drivers.. When we
halted at any place for our mgals, he weuld nob
disturb me when engaged in prayer, but would wait
_till my exercises were over. On Sundsy he did not
talk with me on ‘gsecular matters, He sent me 100
rnpees on the occasion of my Christian marriage,
and offered to support my Hindn wife, if she went
and lived with them. I also was helped by God
to act towards him as a dutiful son ; and he was

convinced that our religion is a holy religion, faith
in which Bxa.lta and purifies “man’e nature., And he
~ believed also that Christian prayer is verjr pﬂwerful
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_- My vacle, who-was at first much offended, became
also reconciled. to me; and when I lived at Poomr -
where ke was now employed, he came often to Eéﬁ'
me, and Invited me and my wife to an entertain-
ment in honour of my recent marriage. A few -of

his Hindu friends also were present on the occa-
sion. I was forbidden to see my sisters who lived
in Bombay, by their husbands aund other relations.
Gradually, however, Lewas freely received into their
housesyrand kindly entertaineds A great many of the
people of my caste showed the same liberal feelings.
My othe~ Hindp fr*ands—especmlly my college com-
panions—showed a largenesa of mind and heart that
wag most’ praiseworthy; and some of them mani-
fested quite a fraternal affection. My change of
religion’ did 6 in any way abate their friendéhip
and regard.*

In cunclusmn I beg to observe that this detmled

* With regard to the feeling of the Hindus, Mr. Neshit wrote
as follows :—** His native friends have shown nothing but respect,
Indeed the native newspapcers cither hold a respectful silence, or
vive a respectful notice, His character was so high vefore his
baptism that they dare not touch it now.”

A short time afterwards Mr. Nesbit wrote thus: * The conversion
and baptisin of Baba Padinanji has had, I think, a quickening
infiuence on the natives of this city and clsewhere. Happily, Parsis
are coming forward as well as other natives. If that section of the
inhabitants of Western India were to a considerable extent eon-
verted] the, would, through Divine gram, exert a mighty mﬂuengﬂ
on the whale popilation.” Most true ; but as yet this interesting
people seem content when they can more and thore refinetheir creed
into a system of mere theism,”—Zdit,

- K
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E,Lc_cnﬁﬁt of my early life has no® heen wrtten to
.g.'ratify any literary or historical cwriosity .on the
part of my readers, but solely that they ma¥ see the
wonderful way in which (od in :Efis*goﬂdness. ‘ de-

livered me from the power of dﬁrkqﬂss,' and frans-
lated me into the kingdom of His.dear Son” My
Christian brethren will not fail to observe in all this,
God’s great mercy and benevolence, and they will
join with me in laying humbly at His feet heart-
felt offerings of love and praise. My non-Clristian
countrymen will see Jow great is the power of..
Christianity-in changing the héart .of sintl man;

how Christian truth, when once it, becomes mﬂu-
ential in the mind, renovates gnd Eanctlﬁes it, what-
ever may have “been 1ts ﬂmcrmal Condition, and
crowns feeble man with superhuman $ower to over-
come the greatest obstacles in the path of duty.
Those who only appreciate mtellgctually the worth
of Jesus, and have not offered Him their hearts,
cannot experience -the peace and power which He
bestows; and such of my dear friends as may have
only head-religion and mere intellectual convictions,

must seek something deeper and more substantial,
otherwise. they.will not be benefited by $he Saviour.

And the Saviour is ever ready to impart His choicest
blessings to every er~nest Eupplmrht He ®mphati-
“cally dec@res"“ Him that cometh unto nwe ¥ #ill in
ng wisg cast out,” The truth of this decla.ra.tmn
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wﬂI be fﬂund demnnstrated by many facts recorded
ln_thls bD_ﬂ]{ ) |
" Am I not a happy man? Yes, a most blesged
man, in spite of my imperfect obedience and feeble
regolutions. Who will deny it who knows and
understands tlie value of these blessings—the for-
giveness of sin, a heart that can overcome sin, the
power of doing right and serving God, and eternal
blesseliness after death ?° Hven. now I have Christ,
and igtimate communion with Him, who is the
fountain of all true happiness. "
“Unto Him that loved 7z and washed us from
our sins in His own blood, £2d hath made us kings
and priests ueto God and His Father, to Him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

(Rev. i 5, 0),..\
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A.

BRIEF SKETCH OF MY WORK FRQM
18'54 10 1889.%

AFTER my baptism in 1;':5"54 at Bdnaum 1 rekurned to
Bombay ; but, before I ®1id so, my fa,ther asked me to
write a book in Marathi stating th&.geasons for my
embracing Christianity. I corffplied gith his -dedire,
and wrote in two months’ time my firm Christian
work. It was entitled * A Comparison of Hinduism and
Christianity.”

In Bombay I resumed my workees a teachGr and a
student in the Institution. I was soon enrolled as-a
divinity student, but ill-health nbhged me to give up all
study, and I went to reside at Poona in 1360. Here 1
was married, and remained for sixteen years. For some
time I was engaged as a teacher in connection with
the Free Church Mission of Poona. In 1367 1 was
ordained pastor of the native congregation belonging
to the Mission. In 187 3 1 had to give *ip this work
owing to a.difference in EE‘Llebl'lStlﬂal matters, and for

| Lkree vears I was occrwied in the work of bod®-wiiting.
. ’
* Br, twdm: ijmhauln.!em:udhr at enr requcst, supplled!:rr.th! edltmn

tlna rapid swebeh of bis empioyments since Lis baptism, —Edib,
. 148 |
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The .works I prerared at this time were chiefly two
dmtmnarles—ﬂne being Marathi-English, an abridg-
ment of Mﬂleswc:-rth’ﬁ elaborate work, and the other
English- M&rathl an abridgment of Candy’s valuable
dictionary, I also prepared commentaries on the Book
of Genesis and the New Testament. I also prepared
several books for the Christian Vernacular Edueation
society.,

I twice visited my father at Belgaum, the place of my
first and second birth. Once I did so7 to get him out of
official difficulties. T slcceeded, by the help of God, in
getting"him restored to the pnstp{’r{)m which he had been
dismissed. This had been entirely through misrepresen-
tations. . But the Lord had mor cy on him ; he was not
only hunuurably restored to ~is office, but fully pen-
sioned. My helring him in the time of his great trial
mase a deep impressica upon his mind, and convinced
him of thes benevolent character of Ohnstmmty He
became very trictable, afid listened with serious atten-
tion: to my teaching.- I was with him at the time of his
death, “hich took nlace in Poona in 1874. Ile allowed
me to pray while he was passing away, and he showed
by outward signs that he departed in faith.

In 1874 1 had a call for work hoth from the B1b]£=
Society and the Tract Society of Bombay, which I
accepted. 1 am still in connection with the Bible
Society. My work is to carry through the press the
editions of the Marathi Bible, and of separate portions of
tt. L prepar>d for this Society an edition of the Marathi
Bible with revised paragraphs and headings; T am a
mender ~f the Translation Committee of this Society.
My worls in connection with the Tract~Society was to
write, ‘original tracts and baoks, make tran/iations of
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Knglish works, revise and carry thrugh the pressnew

itions of old tracts and books, and editions of new
ones accepted by the Society for publication. = , -
~ In 1838 the Tract Society dispensed with my services
"for reasons given in the letter given below.* Since that
‘time I have been engaged in literary agork on my own
account, such as revising and reprinting my dictionaries
and composing some new books. 1 write very. often
for the Dnydnodaya articles on religion, -defending
Christianity from the . attacks of non-Christian Writers.
I preach occasionally in the nutive churches in Bom-
bay belonging to the American Board, the Episcopal
Methodist, and the Free Church Missions.

& . F

* My pear Mr. Basa Fhomanst,—The Committee of the
Bombay Tract and Book Society are very ®ynwilling that you
or any one else should infer from the propesed action regard-
" ing the editorship, that they have not a high estimate E? the
services you have rendered the Society. ThePe can be no
question that your services arc voy valuable®™ too valuable to

g .measured by any pecuniary stipend. Yoyr pen is conse-
. crated to the Lord Jesus, and wiﬁ doubtiess be emmloyed in
- His eause while God shall §iveyﬂu strefieth, L

"But in the presence of a large indebtedness, the Committee
have fonnd themselves necessitated to.reduce expendifure by
suspending in a measure vernacular printing; and as your
relation to the Society as a Marathi editor runs parallel with
vernacular printing, they thought it advisable at this juncture
to ent rtain the thought of relieving you ifrom the editor-
ship. . .. - Co

Et the request of the Commiftee and in their-name. [
address you, and am, my dear Baba, yours very faithfully,

: (Signed)  Cfho. Bowsw. .

BoumBaY, January 11, 1888,
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B.

LI‘“‘:T OF TRACTS AND BOOKS COMPOSED BY
MR. BABA PADMANJL

L;Publisfaed by the Tract and Book Society of Bombay.

1. Prize Essay on Female Education.
_ 2. Prize Essay on Hindu Festivals.
‘3. Atmirdmpant and_the Angel of Death.
4. Comparison of Hinduism and Chnstmmtjr 93 PP-
-12100.
5. Comparison of Krishna and Christ.
6. Coniparison of THindu and Christian Life,
7. .*¥hat is in the Veda -~
8. What is-in the Satya Vedal (ie., true Veda)”
Part I. -
9. What'is 111 the Sat;za. Veda? Part 1I..
R {.% Unmmanta,ry on tks Bﬂ{}]{ of Genesis. Pp. 250.
(Transl.) i ~ - |
- 11, Annotajed .lew Testament. T455 PPp- (Pﬂrﬁ.{y..'
translated, partly compiled.) | |
. 12. Garland of Christian Doctrines. 108 pp. 12mo.
 13. Manual of Christian Duties. 85 pp.
14. Daybreak in Great Britain. 125 pp. (Zransl. )
 15. Manual of Hinduism, Part L*
16.. Manual of Hinduism. Part IT,
17. Heaven; as it is described in the Hmdu a.nd
Christian Sﬂnpturas -
18, Life of Thrist, 38 3 PP Evu (C’ﬂm’;*zled)

* Althuugh the larquage i+ which it is wnttan is hardly k]lﬂﬂ"‘""‘.lt
- of Indi., this valuable work has attracted the-aouce of s~ e Onantal
scholers in Europe. It ofieht to be translated into Enr ush.—Edit.
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19. Select Sérmnns 214 PP (Tt:wsl) | |

20. Beatitudes of the Kingdom.* 240 pp. (Tﬂmsi’.)

21. Dialogue on Idolatry.” 1eo pp.

22. -A Few Discriminative Thoughts o on GaStﬂ 7?”;11)

23. Jixamination of the Claims of Deism. 180 PP

24. The Opening of the Prison. (Tmnsl )

25.- Doubts Resolved. (Tromsl. ) - '

26. Naranayak : a Story Based on the Parable nf the
Prodigal Son. . gr pp. |

27. Philosophy of the Plan c:-f Sdlmtmn 1<z pp.
- (Transl.) "

28. Pilgrimage to N&5ik.
- 2¢9. The Sins of our Huly Things borne by Christ.
(Transl.) :

30, The god Ganpati.

31. Pilgrimage to Pandharpir.

‘32, Wanderings of YamunZtit; & Narrative' of
Hindu Widow Life. 107 pp., :nd edltmn

33- Arunodaya (Autﬂbmwrﬂmhy of Baoa, Padmanjl)
AT pPp. Svo. -

34. I{mhard Baxter. A Lecture.e 23 PP

II.—Published by the Authm*

35. Sa,hltya, Shatak ; or One Hundred He]ps (Quota-
tions from various Hindw writers.)

36, Compendium of Molesworth’s Marath~KEn ghsh
Dictionary. 620 pp. 8vo. 4th edition.

37. Compendium of Candy’s Fnglish- -Marathi Dm-
tionary., 668 pp.  3rd edition..

38.. Shabde Ratnavall, (Drawn up on’the same Jlan

Roget’'s Thésaurus.) '~ .
/L;E:_)\\ﬂicultm af Indian Authors, ©

~ * Trenslation of a work by Principal Dykes.

F
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Emls nf me 1t1ﬂusness o
41 The Comi nunicant’s Companion. (Transl.) )
42. The Wamhmans Voice.  (Transl)y (A work
deigned "to bring the claims of Chmstmmty before the
minds of the Jows, W’Iitten in Lnfrhsh by a Jewmh
convert ot the Mission.) =
43 Address “to the IIlh&blt‘lIltS {}f Purandar Zilla.
(Transl.) - (This refers to the missionary life of o
devoted . Missionary, the Rev. Adam, White, the last
years ~f whosC Iife-were spent among the-people of the
‘Purar thar Zilla.)

-

.’.‘____-_r

III -——P: epa) ed jor the 0&}-”,&{1% Vernacular Educalion
L
T ooctetT, P

A4~46. Remdmg "wooks L0V, &nd Sequel to Book
111, (Tramsl)--

47; 45. ]':,1111;#,5 on Ed cation. Parts L. and I1.

19. A SFort History  { Maharishtra.

5> Indiasa Vedic Tines.* (Transl.)

£ 1. Reading Books for Girls, |

IV. Pubtied _bg;. the Duleshind Prize Committeet

52, Nibaud Mnala. (A Series of Essays, original and
translated.)

53, Hindu Domestic Refﬂrm,

_ 's
* This, 1 believe, is the translation of a little treatise by Dr. Wﬂﬂﬂn

— Edit,.

~ + The word Dakshing means money given to Brahmans. Large
. SAms were annually dmuursedf_at Poona by the later Maratha sove-
reigns to the Bra}-7ans simpl, as Brahmans. Undér “he British rule
part of thig moncy has been nanded over to a Comimn stee—called the
Dakshind Prize Compittee——which basTor its object the eng

ment omnitivs authorship. bﬂme valuabie b{mka Tave: bm

under ,Lts pa,trun age,—EdE. =
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o J#‘E’ﬁ 5. Setye Dipiké (Lﬁmp of T1 uth.) 12 vols.

QEdeted for the Ohristian Vernacular Education Socic?,.)
*66-70. Satya Dipikd. (Enlarged size. 5 “vols.)

;Pubhehed by the author.) ‘
A ES Satya Wadl. 2 vols. (Pu blished by fhe authe’r s Tkt
3. Kutumbmitra (Family Friend). A menthlx pub—
5 Hmlen for the Tract and Book Society. 2 vels | |
o P 2 g L =

i 8 The worship referred to on p,/: 1s "he mest lament-
' ﬁer:Mf all the strange deluele'ee /i I{Tﬂl Qlem -Orthodox -
.+ Hinduism rests on the “etery al? Vedee"\eleng with
which it usually classes the six,philosophiael schools and
~ theweighteen Puranas as fully authoritatise. Butrthere
_aremlater wr itings, called Tantras, sehich ‘—pnm dhe -
WC’“"E mystlelem and magic. They me‘lcam theswor-
; - ghip of the wives of the deities —the female ﬁelty being .
“:ﬁﬂleﬂ the shalti—literally, the power of the god. Some’
“of the Tantras are simply dark as midnight—incom-
peehﬂnelble But the ¢ left hand” section o% them is
T ehereeterleed by frightful, almost inconceivable, immo-
42 ehty We need not dwell on this dreadful subjeeta
" BEven the Drief reference given to it on [2-6 will indi-
cate to the “houghtful reader a moral ‘a vss into which

-~

he will hardl, ' care to look. - - s o
T’-\J.'.\ra{leetir:m with t-h1e sys“en it 73 very xompekable

that many w&o’pmfesﬁ‘ in ;ubﬁc 0 ‘be eruhqde;_H.lndue
- ' 7 e
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" violate in uhﬁll' ggc et assembﬁs tﬁe st &mtlmzt A
- precepts of Hln hﬁsm, and th1s, it -would appear, 1th*_-

out” any qua.lms of ennsmence. They boast of being- "“"’j

oty enhg‘"tened,- “nd those who are not initiated into’
“the dre_g.,dful Shéflrta mysteries are designated beasts”™
- —Edit, &
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- SHE UED M_ISSI{)NARIE,_SJ BT wiu ST

In-ﬂ, ]Ett'er; recently r aLl Mr. Padmanr"fi/i;s ‘ ”’ﬁﬁ?’j
©  sion to express his, strong EUII"FEIDI]E on & g ,iﬁhf
. ‘whicl~has' be¢ on a ¢ md dEﬂl"",tIlV&SEEd of late.” "‘"fﬁer !‘*’f

| Epeakmg =¥ th,a mot. rly affection which was uhnwn '
_him. irom’*,the-f; :y out. s by the wives of the Missi™ =&
ﬂﬂeﬂ: e ‘-x
S Suﬂh we=s  Mrs. NL—. b11; Mrs. Wllson, and Mrs: -
Mum‘y Mitchcil.— I have not the slightest hesitationgin - =

saying M,.Indm “-equlrep married IﬂlSthnaI‘lﬁ*-—**ﬁ t’"
whose wives ¢ ‘e filled with the spirit of the M-"s‘l.‘ﬁl‘QE -ai!
: leng Him in His people, especially His little a%%
~ fiewsy horn, newly converted. They are most useful ?"‘, ‘-f“ﬂ
~ building up the Church, m;td also in inviting those with-
- out to en “er mtﬂ th& fold bf the Lord."e-Zdik ! ks
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