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KNIGHTS OF. MALTA

CHAPYER 1

SETTLEMENT AT MALTA
1523-1565.

On January 1, 1528, a fleet of fifty vessels put eut_
from the harbour at Rhodes for an unknown destina-
tion in the West. On board were the shattered
remnants of the Order of St. John of J eruee.lem,
accompanied by 4,000 Rhodians, who preferred The
‘Knights anfl destitution to security under the rule of
the Sultan S8lyman. The little fleet was in a sad
and piteous condition. Many of those on board were
wounded; all-—Knights and Rholians alike—were in
a state of extreme pgveity.® For~s™tiiohths they
had resisted the full mizhf of the Ottoman Empire
under its gree,test.Sulten Selyme’n the Magnificent;
Kurope had locked on in amazed admiration, but had
not ventured tp move to its rescue. Now they were
‘leaving the hometheir Order had possessed for212 years,
and were sailling out to beg from Christendom another
statioft from which to sttack®*the infidel once again.
The Knights of Rhodes—as ¥hey®were called at the
time—were the only real E{II‘ViV(}I‘S of the mulitant
Order of Chivalry. Two centuries earker their great
rivals, the Templars, had veen dissolyed, <nd a large~
part of their endowments handed over to ther"}'iee—
pitallers. The great secret of the long and endurmg

success of the Order of St. Johms was thaie capdeity
i
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for adapting themselves to the changing needs of the
times.. The final cxpulsion of the Christians from
Syria had left the Templars idle and helpless, and
the 1635 of the outlets for them%nergx soon brought
corruption and decay with the 5w1ft consequenee of
dmsulutmn All H’xmugh the hlstmy of the great
Orders~we find the Kings“of Europe on the lgokout
for a chance to seize their possessions: any excuse or
pretexs is used, sometimes most shamelessly. An
Owder of Knighthood: that failed to perform the
duties for which it was founded was soor overtaken
by disaster.

The Hospitallers had realised, as early as 1300,
that their former rbéle of mounted Knights fighting
on land was gone for ever. From their seizure of
Rhodes, in 1310, they became predomilantly sea-
men, whose flag, with its cight-pointed cross, struck
terror into cvery infidel hcart. Nothing but a

. combination of ChiTstian monardhs could cope with
the supertorits™of~the, Turk on land: by sca he was
still vulnerable. The” K& ugohtf:. took up their new
part with all their"old energy and_determination: it
is but typical that henceforward we never hear of
the * nghta of Malta fighting as cgvalry.

After various adventures the fleet found itself
united at Messina, whence it proceeded to Baiac.
The election to the papdey of she Cardinal de’ Medict
—onc of their own Arder—as Clement VII., gave
the Knights a pﬂwerf;gl protector. He assigned -
Viterbo as a pssidence for the Order till a permanent

~hgme had been,c discovered,

= Viliers dc L'Islec Adam, Grand. Master of the
Order, was faced with many difficulties. Remember-
ing Che fasc-of the Memplars, he was afraid that the
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Order would alisperses and its presen helpless condi-
tiop was surely tending to d¥%integration. At this
time the war befwe&n Charles V. and Francis 1. was
~ at its height,eand the quarrel between Frarite and
Spain. was reflectgd within the panks of the MHos-
pitallers. As the French ands Spanish Knights
formgd the greater part of the members, tfe unity
of the Order was threatened by the quarrels between
them that arose out of national sentimewt. The
Reformation was rapidly spreading, and was lileely
to prove Wangerous to the lands of the Order 1
Northern Europe, and various monarchs were medi-
tating the seizure of the Hospitallers’ estates now
that the Order was temporarily without a justitica-
tion for 1ts existence. -
The Grand Master showed himself a skilful diplomat,
as well as a brave soldicr. ¥rom 1528 to 1530 the
Order remained without a_home, while L’Isle Adam
visited the different European courts to stay the
grasping hands of the varidus King® " All this time
negotiations werg, proceeding®hetween Charles V. and
the Knights for, the cession of Malta. The harsh
conditions which the Emperor insisted upon in his
offer made the Knights reluctant to accept, while
his preﬂcﬂupatiﬂn'wfth the war against France made
negotiations difficult. Further, the cause of the
Knights had been dafaaged®when the Pope—who had
acted as their intercessorMjofned the ranks of
Charles’s enemies, and qﬂment VII. was now a
prisoner in the Emperor’s hands. In March, 1530,
an agreement was finally arrived ah, which was the™
most favourable the Emperor would grant: On¢
harassing burden the Knights could not escape:
Charles insisted that Tripoli st go «wath Mzlta, a
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gift which meant a useless drain upen their weak

resources, and which fell in 1551 to Dragut-Rem and

the Turkish forces at the first seriotfs attack.  L’'Isle

Adamc~had insisted that he could not #ake the island

over as a feudatory to the King of Spain, as that

was contrary to the fundamental idea of the Order—

its 1mp&rtlahty in its relations to all the Chyistian

iners The only cundltmn of service, therefore,

that %es made was nominal: the Grand Master
. henceforth was to send, on All Souls’ Day, a falcon
to the Vlceroy of Sicily as a token of feudal sub-
Tission. .

This was a splendid bargain for the Emperor.
Malta had hitherto been worthless to him, but hence-
forth it became one of the finest bulwarks of his
dominions. To understand the supreme vilue of the
island, we must take a glance at sea power in the
Mediterranean in the sixtgenth century.

The beginning of the century had seen the growth
of the Corsgirs*strength to®a most alarming extent.
While all the European” Powers were fighting among
themselves, these Barbary Corsairs (as they were
later called) had become the terror of the Western
Mediterranean. Spain, by its unrelenting persecu-
tion of the Moriscoes, following 6n centuries of bitter
conflict between Christian and Mussulman, had
earned the undying hatfed oftthe dwellers o1l the
North Afriean coast] m#hy of whom were the children
of the mcpellcd Moors. These Moors had wasted
their energy in desultory frarfare up to the beginning
~of_the sixteenth century, When the genius of the

two berothers, Uru] and Khair-ed-Din Barbarossa,

had ﬂrganfaed them into the pirate State of Algiers,

T ®%e 1 Ve Appendix 1.

IFQ.



SETTLEMENT AT MALTA 9

which was to be a thqrn in the side of Christendom
for over three centuries. Tl Corsairs were not
confent with me’fely attacking ships at sea: they
made raids on }he Spamsh" Italian, and Sicilian sea-
boards, burning and looting for many miles inlgnd.
The mhabztants of these parts were driven off_ as
captives to fill the bagnios®of Algiers, Tunis, Bizerta,
and other North African towns. These prisoners
were used as galley slaves, and the life of » galley
slave was generally so short that there was no diffi-
culty of disposing of all the captives that could be_
seized. Cupidity, allied with fanaticism, gave this”
state of war a cruelty beyond conception: both sides
displayed such undaunted courage and suech fierce
personal hatred as to make men wonder, even in that
hard and Bitter century. Those low-lying galleys,
which were Mmdependent of the wind, were ideal
pirates’ ecraft in the gentle Mediterranean summer,
and many a slumb®ring Spanishi or Ttalian village
would be startled into terree by their sudden ap-
proach. The a.udamty of theirmethods is illustrated
by the raid on fundl in 1534 when Barbarossa
swooped down on “that towh simply to seize Giulia
Gonzaga—reputed the loveliest woman. in Italy——for
~ the Sultan’s hareni: the fair Duchess of Trajetto
hardly escaped in her nightdress.

The~Eastern Meditesranean, after the capture of
Rhodes, was almost entlrely\a Turkish preserve.
Though Venice at this permd still kept her hold on
Cyprus and Crete, the former o which was not yielded
by the Republic till 1572 and the lgtfer till 1669,
yet the Treaty of Constantinople in 1479 had -defi-
nitely reduced the position of Venice in thé€ Levant
from an 111dependent Power tom a tolgsated clly,

ey,
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-~

The growth of the Ottomarr sea pcwer had been
alarming enough, bt it became a distinct me:,nace
to the Christian Powers of the Mealterreanean when
the Corsair chiefs of the North Africen coast became
Tuzkish vassals. aAll the African, coast from Morocco
to Suez, the coast’ of Asia Minor, and the European
coast 1rem the Busphnrus to Albania (wikh the
exception of a few islands), were in Turkish hands.
From ©475, with the conquest of the Crimea, the
Black Sea kad become a Turkish lake, and under
~Solyman the Magnificent the Turks Had become
masters of Aden and the Red Sea, with a strong
influence along the Arabian and Persian coasts.
‘Malta, then as always, was of supreme strategic
importance for the domination of the Mediterranean.
It lay right in the centre of the narrow channel con-
nectmg the Kastern and Western Medlterranean,
and, in the hands of such a small but splendidly
efficient band of 5&’1@1‘% as the nghts Hospitallers,
was sure to Dﬂﬂﬂﬂl&- a a%urqe of vexation to the
mighty Turkish Empzcre Thﬂugh.not so eonvenlent
as Rhodes for attaekmg_kamh wmerchant shipping,
yet it had one advantage, in that it lay close to
Christian shores and could easily be succoured 1n
the hour of need. A small, hwhly defensible island,
strengthencd by all the resourees of englneemng, it
could, and did, become one of the most invulilerable
fortresses in tie worl?, and of the utmost importance
for the control of the Mgditerranean. |
Charles V., Therefore, madc a splendid bargain when
he handed Uve-r,the neglected island to the Order of
" St J ohn, even had the gift been unconditional. The
Knights rendered- him valuable service by sharing in
the severar expeditions the Spaniards undertook to
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ﬂ

the "African c¢dast. Parbarossa, bymthﬂ capture of
Tunjs from the old Hafside dyhasty in 1534, threat-
ened the 1mpnrtani: channel between Sicily and
Africa, which % was essential for Charles V. to keep
open.~ In the next year, thereforc, the Emperor
attacked the town and Tgnquered it without much
difficelty. The victory was unfortunately stained
by the inhuman excesses,of the Imperial troops, and
Charles’shold on Tunis was very short-lived. "In 1541
came the miserable fiasco of the Spani~h expedition
to Algiers.,” Here, also, the Knights. behaved with-
their usual bravery; but Charles’s disregard of the
advice of his Admiral, Andrea Doria, resulted in the
fallure of the whole expedition. In these and other
exPeditiuns- the Knights took part: some-—like the
attack In f550 on Mehedia'—were successful, others
—Ilike the smge of, the Isle of Jerbah in 1559—ended
in disaster. ~

Such was the 1mpurtanﬂe -of Malta when the
Knights took over ths 1sland ir 1530. ° The first need
was to put it intosa state oF cIﬂ.fence On the north-
east of the Islam_:l was the pmmﬂntﬁry of Mount
Sceberras, flanked by the two fine harbours, the
Marsa Muscetéo apd what was later known as the
Grand Harbour.®? The eastern side of the Grand
Harbour was broken by three prominent peninsulas,
later dccupied by Forf® Ricasoli, Fort St. Angelﬂ, and
Fort St. Michael. 'The only f¥tificafion in 1580 was
the Fort of St. Angelo, uu.l:h a few guns and very
weak walls. The intention of the 'nghts, even
from the beginning, was to make theanain peninsula,

-~

1 The chroniclers, such as Vertot, often call this ‘ﬁnwn, which
was the ancient Adrumetum, ' Afriea,” ang Tt is therefnre Nesessary
to watch their use of that word carefullys 2 St map on p. 19,
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)
Mount Sceberrgs, the seat of éheir * €onvent ”’ § ; but
as that would mean%he levelling of the whole pm—
montory, a task of enormous e;cpeflse and dl‘ﬁculty,
and as mmmediate defénce was necessary, they
decided to occupy the Peninsulp of St. Angglo for
thg present. Wedged between St. Angelo and the
mainlafid there was a smail town, ‘‘ Il Borgo ’}: this,
for the present, the Knights made their headquarters,
‘drawmg a line of entrenchments across the neck of the
promontory §o guard it from the neighbouring heights.
e When it became certain that Malta was to be its
permanent home—for L’'Isle’ Adam had at first
cherished hopes of recapturing Rhodes—the Order
proceeded to take further measures for its security.
Both St. Angelo and Il Borgo were strengthened
with ramparts and artillery, and the fortflications of
the Cittd Notabile, the main town in the centre ﬂf
the island, were improved. In 1552 a commission
. of three Knights with Len "itrozm, the Prior of Capua,
at its head—ome of the mUst Yaring Corsairs of the
day—made a report ofr rhe fﬂrtlﬁcayﬂns of the island.
They recommended strengtheningJl Borgo and St.
Angelo, and pointed out that the whole promontory
was commanded by St. Julian, the squthernmost of
the three projections into fhe Grand Harbour.
Further, as it was necessary to command the. en-
trances both of Marsa Muscetto and of the Grand
Harbour, the 70, 4t lefst, of Mount Sceberras should
be occupied, as the ﬁnaly:es of the Order would not
allow of anythéng further bemg done. These recom-
mendations wewe carried out, and Fort St. Michael
*was built on St Julian and Fort St. Elmo on the

end of Mount Sceberras. A few years later the
e AT a®a T "W Covirelen cacee] o d Llim Bt o et
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.y

defieiencies ofSt. Jultwn by enclosing it on~the west
and the south by a bastioned rimpart.

Now~the cominitments of the Order in Tripoli
proved a constant drain on®its resources. Time after
time ((harles V. was appealed to for help in holding
Tripoli, which was verye~difficult ~o fortify becafise
of the sandy nature of the soil, and difficult to Succour
because of its distance from Malta. But Charles V.
was at once reluctant to let go his grip of any parts
of the African coast, and too much absorbed by his

own troubles to be able to render much help, however_

much he might have desired to doso. It was obvious
that the first determined attack of the Turks would
mean the fall of Tripoli. In 1551, after putting in
an appearance oif Malta, Dragut, the successor of
Barbarossa? sailed to Tripoli and easily captured the
place owing “to the disaffection of the mercenary
ttoops in the garrison. _

During this peridd, 1528-1565, the Order lost for
ever one of the eight natio.aaldivisions-or *‘ langues.”
Henry VIII., soon ﬁfter theTaicof Rhodes, had shown
himself uniriendly, to the interests of the Order, but
had been appeased by a visit of L'Isle Adam in
February, 1528, But Henry’s proceedings against
the Pope and the monasteries inevitably involved the
Order of St. John, which had large, possessions both
in England and in Irqland.” The Grand Priory of
England was situated at Clerk™nwell, “ad the Grand
~ Prior held the position in the House of Lords of the
connecting link between the Lords Spiritual and the
Barons, coming after the Tormer in p<ik and before

- 1 This visit caused a great sensation in Europe, aZ De L’Isle
Adam crossed the Alps in the depth of winter, and this hagte to
pay his respects touched the King of Eng . .d. =

F -

.y
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the ratt;:r. Tllere 18 Extant[ a lettgr WI‘lttEI* by
Henry VIIL. in 1538 to the Grand Master, Jufn
d'Omedes, wherein eonditions are %aid downefof the
maintenance of the Ordersin England The two main
stipulations were, thiat any Enghshman admitted
into the Order mugt take ay oatl] of allegiance to the
King, end that no member in England must in any
way recﬂgmse the jurisdiction or authority “of the
Pope® Henry was well awdre that the Knights could
never consept to terms such as these, which were
the negation of the fundamental principle of inter-
national neutfality of their Order. Henry's offers
were refused, and the English langue, which had a
brilhant record in the Order, perished. Many of the
Knights fled to Malta; others were executed for
refusing obedience to the Aet of Supeemacy. A
general condiscation of their property t&ok place, and
in April, 1540, an Act of Parlifment was passed
vesting all the property®of the ®rder in the Crown,
and setting aside fmm ’sheteve-nues of such properties
certain pensions to b-’;ﬂld t® the Lord Prior and
other members. ‘If( Grand Ia‘mr, Sir William
Weston, ‘died soon afte® before fe could enjoy his
pension of £1,000 a year. .
With the accession of Marye i% 1533, negotiations
were at once opened with the Knights for the restora-
‘tion of the English langue, agd during her reisn the
old Order wwes*ﬂrgd once again, though the lands
were not returned. ~ J3ut Elizabeth, in the first year .
of her rEIgn wppressed #he Knights for goﬂd and all.
In North ®rica, PhilipeIl., on his accession, had
» taken over the ‘troubles of his father, and after the
Corsairs *had failed in their attack on the Spanish
ports of (Qggn anﬂ-.Mazarqulwr he carried the war
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once more into -the ..\{sfnemy s territory. Finding
themselves isolated, they: appealed to their overlord,
the aged Sultan Sulxman to helpthem against Spain.

The most important, seaman on the Turkish side
“was Dragut—Pagha of Tripoli since 1551—who had
been the greatest of, Barbarossa’s Jdieutenants. In
1540 Dragut had been svrprised £nd captured bs
Glannetsn Doria, the nephew of the great Adrhiral,
and had served four years chained to the bench of a
Genoese galley. One of the last acts of Khair-ed-Din
Barbarossa had been to ransom his follower in the
port of Geno&, in 1544, for 3,000 Crowns, an arrange-
ment of which the Genoese afterwards sorely re-
pented. Dragut had the ear of the Sultan when the
appeal for help came from Africa, and his suggestion
was to attempt the eapture of Malta. It had become
more and more certain that the Turks would not
leave the island unassailed. -Not nnly did the
Knights lend splendid help to the various Christian
Powers, but they were in ﬂlemselves a formidable
foe. Their fleet was mays small, six or seven
galleys, but they beeame the d=d of every Turkish
vessel in the Med;\terranean Amually these red
galleys, headed by their black capitana, swooped
down on the Tyrkish shipping of the Levant and
brought back many ricl: prizes. Malta grew steadily
in wealth, and the island became full of Turkish
slaves. *The generals of the Maltese -galleyg, Strozzi,
La Valette, Charles of Lorraines and ¢ Romegas, -
were far more terrible even than the great Cowsairs,
because of their determination co extirpat® the infidel.
The state of war between the Order agA the Mussul-
man was recognised by all as something ynique;

neither side dreamt of a peace or a d&ruce, and ﬂnly
ettt o S
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once in the history of the Q;ﬂer (IGES there seem to
have Leen the suggestion ‘of an' agreement. The
fanaticism which actuated the. Knights in~ their
determination to destroy th2 infidel made them
formidable enemies,-despite their fevness in number,”
Sﬂlyman the Magnificent must have often ~epented
¢t nig clemency in letting the Knights leave Rhodes
ﬂlive, and in 1564 he decided it would be 2 fitting
end. to his reign if he could destroy the worst pest of
the Mediterranean by capturing Malta and annihilat-
~ing the Order of St. John of Jerusalem.

-



~ CHAPTER II

THE s'fEG]z_: AQF MALTA
1565.7

Tue Grand Master of the Xnights of Malta in 1565
was Jean Parisot de la Valette. Born in 1494 of a
noble family in Quercy, he had been a Knight of St.
John all his lite, and forty-three years before had dis-
tinguished himself at the sicge of Rhodes. He had
never left his post at the * Convent” except to go
on his *“ caravans,”" as the cruises in the galleys were
named. As a commander of the galleys of the
‘““ Religion,” as ghe Order called itself, he had won
a name that stood eonspicuous in that ‘age of great’
sea captains; and in 1557, on %he death of the Grand
Master de la Sangle, the Knights, mindful of the
attack that was sure to~Dme, élected La Valette to
the vacant office. Mo better m&n could be found
even in the ranks ef the Order. "Passtonately re-
ligious, devoted body and soul to his Order and
faith, Jean de lagValette was prepared to suffer all
to the death rather than yvield a foot to the hated
infidel. Unsparing of himself, . he demanded  utter
sacrifice 'from his subordinates, and. his cold, un-
flinching severity would brook no hesitation. "
Both sides spent the winter-and spring of 1385 in
preparations for the great attack. The Grand
Master sent a message to.all the Powers of Europe;
but Philip II., who sent him some troops, and the

-

1 A reminiscence of the Syrian days;gﬁhe Order. -
17 -2 .
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Pope, who sent him 10,000 [rowh“s alone resEonded
to his™ appez:l. The messzge sent to the varjpus
commanderies’ throughout KEurope brought the
Knights in haste to the defence of their beloved:
Convent. The Majitese Militia was organised and
_drilled and proved of great value in the stege, and
“cveii. 500 galley slaves 3 sre released on promise of
faithfcl service. Altogether La Valette seems to
ha~e had at his disposak about 9,000 men (though
the authorities differ slightly as to the exact figures).
Of these Gver 600 were Knights with their attendants,
about 1,200 were hired troops, aboul 1,000 were
volunteers, chiefly from Italy, and the remainder
Maltese Militia and galley slaves. |

The Turkish fleet at the beginmng consisted of
180 vessels, of which 130 were galleys; and the
troops on board consisted of about.30,000 men, of
whom 6,000 belonged to the ~elect troops of jthe
Janissaries. Twice dwvring the siege the Ottomans
received reinforcefnentsa ﬁrst Dragut himself with
13 galleys and 1 ,600 aen, amd later, Hassan, Viceroy
of Algiers and son“Zt Khair-ed-Din Barbarossa, with
2,500 Corszsirs. "Altogether the. Ottoman foreces at
the maximum, inclusive of sailors, must have ex-
ceeded 40,000 men. A small reinforcement of 700
men, of whom 42 were nghts, contrived to steal
‘through the Turkish.lines on June 29; but that was
all the help the.garrison received before September.

The Turkish ar’ny was under the command of
Mustapha Pasha, an( the fleet under that of Piali
 Both had veceived orders not to take any steps

1 The name given {4 the different estates of the Hospitallers

scattered throughout Hurope: they were so called because they
- were each in charge of a mmmander,” gometimes also named a
“preceptgr,’ fronufis duty of receiving and training novices.

-
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. without tke advice of .pragutf It weutd have béen
far better for the Turkish cause had the Corsair been
in supreme command, for his skill as an artill®ryman
was famous. But there hdd always been trouble in
the Ottoman fleet when a Corsair was in comrrand.
THeTpreud Turkisl? generals~ were unwilling to be
under th®.orders of men who Wwere of doubtful ante-
cedents, and whom they despised in their hearts as
low-born robbers. Even Barbarossa, acknowledged
by all to be the greatest seaman in the Turkish
Empire, could not cnforce strict obedienfe in the
campaign of Prevesa in 1538. The Grand Vizer
Ibrahim had seen the folly of putting generals in
command of fleets, and had therefore secured the
promotion of Barbarossa: but Ibrahim was now
dead, and Solyman, bereft of his wise counsel, made

a compromise. 7 - ©
On May 18 the Turkish _fleet was sighted oil the
island, and almost immediately the army disem-
- barked, partly at Marss Sciroefo, and partly at St.
Thomas’s Bay. The 3¢ misfortune was the non-
| appearance of Dragut at the rend%zvmus, and 1n his
® absence Mustapha and Miali decided to attack St.
| Elmo and to leave to Dragut the responsibility of
sanctioning the operations oms bfeaking them ofl.
.& Batteries were ereeted on Mount Sceberras, in which
ten 80-pounders were brought into action, beSides
% a huge basilisk tHrowing balls of 160 pounds, and
two 60~pounder coulevrines. The Turks at the -
® height of their®power pAt great fafth in novel and
massive artilléry, which, though clumsy, and at
" times mote dangerous to their own gunners than the
enemy, was terribly effective at the short distance
~ it waS placed front -St. Elmo. The walls of the

- .-"-\.., | o« }

~_ LIBR!‘:;‘-/
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. fortress soor® began to crumhle under the continuous
borgbardment, and the garrison, which had been
increaSed to 120 Knights and two companies of
Spanish infamtry, soon feltthe position untenable
witl®out reinforcegnents. As an attack ha(l not yet
been delivered La Valggte was irfkensed at thappcal
for help and offered to go himself to hold®the fort;
his council dissuaded ¢him from doing so, and he
permitted 50 Knights and 200 Spanish troops to
cross to St. Elmo. . It was of the utmo=st importance
that St. °Elmo should be held to the last minute.
Not only did it delay the attack on the main forts,
but Don Garcia de Toledo, the Vieeroy of Sicily, had
made it a condition in his arrangements with the

- Grand Master, before the siege, that St. Elmo must

be held 1if 'th;: reinforcements from Sicily were to be

sent. . - ®

At this point—June %—Drggut arrived with his
galley’s -and expressed gothinng but disapproval fos
the Turkish operatéions. H% pointed out that the
besiegers should have isolateu® the fortifications from
the rest of the island before proeeeding to attack St.

Elmo; but, as the siege had started, he insisted on

continuing it gs vigérously as possible, He erected

a powerful battery or®the surmmit of Mot Sceberras,

which swept both Fort St. Angelosand Fort St. Elmo,

and® erected another®n the headland opposite St.

Elmo on the other side of the Jars& Muscetto, which

was henceforth known as Roint Dragut. e

| As soon as this was_dofle the b8mbardment re-
* started with relentless }ury. The éK nights made a

sortie to destroy some of the Turkish gung, but were

driven back, and the Turks them captured and held

n obvered wav leadine un to & ravel® a few davs
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_later, taking acdvantage of xhe negligence of the..
garrison, they surprised the ravelingitself, and,, but
for the efforts of a Spanish officer, would haVe cap-
tured the fort. After desperate fighting the Knights
were still holding the fort, but had been unabie to
recantume the raveltr. The npext day another attack
was mads by Mustapha, but without avails the
ravelin. remained in Turkish-hands, but it had cost
them 2,000 men.

It was a° great gain, however; two guns were
mounted on it, and all the Turkish artillery,’including
that of the galleys, began to play on the hapless fort.
It was no question of a breach; the walls were gradu-
ally destroyed till there was nothing left of the
enceinte but a mass of ruins. Every part of the fort
was directly exposed to the fire of the two guns on
the ravelin, and this exposure madg the strain on the
Knights intolerable. - - )
- The garrison sent 2 Kpight, renowned {Or his
bravery, to report these conditions to the Grand
Master and to ask fof.ermissionsto withdraw. La
Valette, feeling it <mperative that the fort should
hold out to the last minut®, sent him back with orders
that it was to be defended to th= end.. The garrison,
amazed by his reply, sent a prmyér for relief, failing
which they would sally Iﬂl"l:h, sword in hand, to meet
their death in open fight ratker than be buried like
dogs beneath thl fuins. The Grand Master received
the reqwest with the sterr comment that, not only ~
were their liveg®at the d%rfmgal of the Order, but the
time and manner Of their death; but to make sure-
that their complaint§ were justified he would send
three FKnights to Anvestigate the condition of the
fort. One df~the fhnree (probably in collusion Wwith
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L& Valette) amaintaingd the fﬂrt cequld be held and _
offered himself to hold it with volunteers, who were
imMediately forthcoming in large numbers; but
when the IN@SSAZE arrivéd at St. Elmo announcing
thabk the garrison was to be relieved, there was con-
sternation among thed fenders, \{hu, now regdiisir g T The
ignominy of their praYer, sent out ygt* another
request to St. Angelo, this time to be aliowed tu:’:- hold
St. Elmo to the death.  After some delay th€ Grand
Master granted the permission.

This was June 14; on the 16th the Ottomans
delivered a grand assault. The fort was attacked
on three sides, from Mount Sceberras and on each
flank. The guns of St. Angelo rendered  great
service all day by raking the attacking forees in
enfilade, #and especially by breakifs up the flank
attack from the side of the Grand Harbour. = All day
%ong the battle Went on with unabatmg fury; time
aftersdime the Janmsanea burst’over the ruined walls,
and each time they-;vere rewulsed. Attacked on all
sides, the few defepders iougitﬁvlth dauntless heroism,
and when the m%ht fell the Malgese CI'DSS still waved
over the fort. .

Reinforcements wgre despatched as soon as mght
set in, and tfhe wolynteers far exceeded all require-
ments.

Now at last the Purkisle commanders perceived
that, to capture St. Elmo, it muf%k be isolated from
St. Angelo. In the course of the next fey days a
battery was comstructed ®a the pramﬂntﬂry at the
entrance of the Grand Harbour w]aerc Fort Ricasoli
stood in later times, and anotlfer Was mounted on the®
side of Mount Sceberras to sweep the ldhding: place.
beaeath the fort. Both battegics.cosf, many Turkish
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lwes, but their construction and the extension of the
investing trenches to the Grand Harbour meant the’
complete isolation of-St. Elmo. The Turks sustdined
their greatest loss when Dragut, while superintending
tne works, received a wound from Whlﬂh a week Jater
hedied.] .

For th‘*ge days twenty Sia g’:ms kept up the bom-
bardment, and on the early morning of June 22
anothér grand assault was made. Three times
repulsed and. three times renewed, the attack failed
in the end, and the handful of surviving Kmights. was
left at nightfall in possession of their ruins. All
attempts during the night to send reinforcements
failed under the fire of Dragut’s new batteries, and
La Valette saw that his men were beyond all hope of
rescue, - o |

- The sixty shsttered survivors prepardd for death;
worn out, they betook themselves af midnight to their
little chapel, where fnegy confesséd and received the
Eucharlst for the last,tinde. o Dawn found them
waltmg, even to the wowaded, whg had been placed
in chairs sword in hgnd to receive the last onslaught.
Incredible as it may apwear, the “first assault was -
driven back, but the attack finally broke up the
defence, and, with the exceptmnanf ra, few Maltese who
escaped by swimming, the garrison perished to a man.

June 24, St. John the Baptist’s Day, was on~ of
sorrow 1nside the "beleaguered fortress. The Turks
had soiled their victory by mutllatmg their dead foes

and thmwmg them inteftthe Gramd Harbour; La

Valette took T ppsals and %rom that time neither .

side thought of ‘quiartes.

F

Nor werl the bemegers greatly elated the tlny

T % & _._ﬂ Mg T3 B 1
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~afid had cost them 8, 000 men and their best general.

The Order had lost 1,800 men, of whom 180 were"
Knights, and fhe disparity of «the®losses shows the
impatience and recklessness of the Turkish attacks.

Mustapha now transferred the main part of His
army to the other side of the €rand Harkour, and,
drawing a line of entr®Thments along the hEIgEta on "~
its eastern side, sueceeded in investing cﬂmplete]y the
two penmsulas of Senglea and Il Borgo. Patteries
were established and a constant bombardment com-
menced,the main target being Fort St. Michael at the
end of Senglea, on which a converging fire was
brought to bear. Unable to bring his fleet into the
Grand Harbour under the guns of St. Angelo, Mus-
tapha had eighty galleys dragged across the neck of
Mount Sceberras and launched on the upper waters
of the Grafid Harbour. This was. a blow to the
“besieged, as it nfeant an attack by sea as well as by
lands and La Véilette “made® all the preparations
possible to meet the, danger. Along the south-west
‘side of Senglea, where the beaeh is low, he constructed,
with the aid of fiis Maltese divers, a very firm and
pﬂwerful stockadle to prevant the eneiny galleys from
running ashore, and he also linked up Il Borgo and
Senglea with™a flaating bridge.

. On July 15 the Turks delivered a grand assault by
sewand by land. The attack by sea, under the com-
mand of the renegade Candellisha proved the more
formidable. At the critical “noment the _defenders
~ were thrown irto confuson by an.explosion on the
ramparts, during whick the Turks w2re able 2o make
their way through the stockade a2 finto the fortresss
being checked with difficulty by the desperate resist-,
apce of the garrison and finally driven oat by a .
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timely remfﬂrcement sent by La Valettes Ten boft-
"loads of troops sent by Mustapha incautiously ex-

posed themselves*to the guns of St. Angelo amd Were

almost all sunk, while thesattack on the land side,

led by Hassan, Vieeroy of Algiers and son of Khair-

edaDin Barbarossa, Igroved an utter failure.

As’at whe siege of RhodesT 58 at Malta, a distinet
part of the fortifications had been allotted _to ‘each
langue %o ‘defend. The langue of Castile held the
north-east section of Il Borgo, which was destined
to be the scene of most desperate fighting. e

- On August 7 a joint attack was made on the land
side of Senglea and on the bastion of Castile. On
that day the Turks came nearer success than ever
before or after. Mustapha's desperate attacks on
Senglea were at kst suecessful: masters of she breach
made by their guns, the assailants’ weight of numbers
began to tell, and slowly the defeliders were bemg'
pushed back inside the fﬂrtruss At this moment, to
everyone’s amazement, M;,lstayha-sounded the retreat.
The little garrison of thaeeCitta Ncrtablle, which had
been left alone by tge Turks, had %een raiding the
enemy’s lines a$ usual, ande hearing The grand assault
was in progress, had made a determined attack on the
Turkish entrenchments from bghiad, “burning and
slaying all they could find. The confusion arising
from this started the rumour tjat Sicilian reinfomee-
ments had landed mnd were attacking the Turkish
army. Musta.pha, in fear of being surrounded, drew
off his tréops in the momgmt of victory.

Meansvhile,? {‘ﬁrthﬂr north,»the Bastion of Castile

* 1 Most historians mak:e thl&' event part of the attagk of August 18.
. But Prescott {(®hilip 11., vol.1i., p. 428) points out thﬂ.t Balbi,

"-—-—1.-..-.. -:ﬂ- -i—‘j.ﬁ.--ﬁ‘l“l.ﬁ..ﬂ]‘- L 1-'1..-..—-.- N . L-Irtn'k-*-- En- "Ln ﬂ'I.rl..J'I.rl. Fe e | .-l'l. - e . e warw
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. had been alnfost captuyed by Piali. . The rock at that
part of the furt;ﬁcatmn was extremely hard, and the
pﬂsmbmty of mines had occu=red®to none of the
garrison. Piali, however®with great labour, had dug
a mine which had ,‘peen sprung that morning and hatl
blown a huge gap in the rampar®s. This urfexpectod
attack threw the whdle of 11 Borgo 1nto mnfusmn,
and, but for the Gragd Master's promptitude and
coolness of mind, the enemy had been master® of the
fortress. Seizing a pike, La Valette rushed into the
fight, arfd, inspired by his example, the Knights
succeeded 1n driving the enemy out of the breach.
He ordered the garrison to remain there all night, as
he expected an attack under the cover of darkness,
and insisted on taking the command himself. His
subordinates protested against this ®eckless exposure
of a valuable llfe, but his precautioms were justified
"when a Turkish” attack made in the darkness was
defested by his pmmplj_recslstance R

The bombardmeyts contimued unceasingly, and on
August 18 anat,ﬁer despevate, assault was made,
which, like the other, faileda Yet the position
of the besmged was bece™ing desperate: dwindling
daily in numbers, they were becoming too feeble to
hold the lung Itnes of fortifications; but, when his
=ouncil suggested the abandonment of Il Borgo and
‘Sehglea and withdrawal t3 St. Angelo, La Valette
remained obdurate. | Y a -’

Why the Viceroy of ,Slglly had nowbrought help
will always rentain a myary. Poﬂﬂibly the orders of
his master, Philip FLY of Spain, swere so Coscurely
worded as o put on his own"‘shnuid’ers the burden ¢f *
a decision; 2 responsibility whigh he wa3 unwilling tg -
déscharge because the slighkestrdefsad would mdan
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exposing Sicily tg the Turk. He had left his own Son_
with La Valette, so he ‘could hardly be indifferent to
the fate of the fbrtmss, and Malta in Turkisk "hands
would soon have proved a ®urse to Siciky and Naples.
¥/hatever may have been the cauge of his delays the
Wiceroy »hesitated $ll the.indignation of his own
officers foyced him to move? aftd then the battlg had
almost been won by the unaidgd efforts of the Knights.
On Adbust 23 came yet another grand assault, the
" last serious gffort, as it proved, of the besiegers; it
was thrown back with the greatest difficlty, even
the wounded taking part in the defence. The plight of
the Turkish forces, however, was now desperate. With
the exception of St. Elmo, the fortifications were still
intact. By working night and day the garrison had
repaired the bfeaches, and the capture® of Malta
seemed more and more impossible. Those terrible
summer months with the burning sirocco had laif
many of the troops loW with sickness in their crowded
quarters; ammunition and food #ere beginning to run
short, and the troops. were becomifjg more and more
dispirited at the faglure of their fumerous attacks
and the unending toll of lires. The death of Dragut,
on June 28, had proved an incalpulabl% loss, and the
Jealousy between Mustapha and Pigli prevented their
co-operation. The whole course of the siege had been
marked by a feverish haste andsa fear of interruptfon,:
whicloshowed itsglf?in ill-drawn plans. Dragut him-
self, early in she siege,“haigl pointed out the necessity
of more foresighf, but his fvarnings ‘went unheeded:
The Tutkish cofimamders todk few precautions, and,
~ ¢hough they had a'hugé fleet, they never Jused it with
~ gny effget ¢xcept on one solitary ocedsion. They
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,coést and mede no attempt to Watch and intercept
"Sicilian remforcements

Of *Ceptembef 1 Mustapha mad@ his last effort,
but all his threats and ca,mlemes had but httle eflect
on his dlSplI‘ltE‘:d troops, who refused any Iﬂnger to
helieve in the pﬂSSlblllty’ of capfluring thosee terrlb}@
fortresses. The feebl@Xf€Ss of the attack was a great
encouragement to the besieged, who now began to see
hopes of deliverance. Mustapha’s perplexitfy and
indectsion were cut short by the news of the arrival
of Sicilian rcinforcements in Melleha Bay. Hastily™
evacuating his trenches, he embarked his army; but,
on learping that the new troops numbered but some
8,000, was overcome by shame and put ashore to
fisht the reinforcements. It was all in vain, how-
ever, for his troops would not stand #he fierce charge
of the new-cdmers, and, helped by the determination
&1 his rearguard, Safely re-embarked and sailed away
on Sesvtember 3. ¢ 3

At the moment o%-Joparbure the Order had left
600 men capable ,s)f bearing~asgs, but the losses of
the Ottomans h%d been yet smore fearful. The
most reliable estiffiate putssthe number®of the Turkish
army at its height at some 40,000 men, of which
but 15,000 rétureed. to Cﬂnstantmﬂple It was a
- most inglorious ending to the reign of Solyman the
Magnitficent.



. CHAPPER III

~ THE CONSTITUTI?}\I OF THE OREER OF ST. JGHN",
BEFGREopmceedmg to traf:t“he history of the last
two centuries of the nghts at Malta it wi}l perhaps
be ad¥isable to examine the ﬁrganlsatmn of an Order
which was the greatest and most long-lived of all the
“medieval Orders of Chivalry. The siege o# 1565 was
1ts last great struggle with its mortal foe; after that
there 1s but little left for the historian but fo trace
1its gradual decadence and fall. And, as might be
expected 1n a decadent society, though outwardly the
constitution cltanged but little in the le£t two cen-
turies, yvet gragually the Statutes of the Order and
the actual facts became more and ‘Tnore divergent. ¢
There were three c],asses* of niembers in the Hos-
pitallers, who were pnm&nly {Hj;mgmshed from each
other by their birtly. anel who wejg allotted d1ffere11t
funetions in the Orf,,,r The ngl’cs of Justice ! were
the highest class of th@rthree and were the only
Knights qualified for the Order's hlghest distinctions.
FEach langue had its own regyladions for admitting
memberﬁ and all alike exercised severe diserimime-
“»k.u{r%L Various kinds of eviddnce were necessarly to
provs. the pure gfd noble descent of the candidate.
The Gerniam was the” stricjest and most exacting of -
the langues, damandmg si®oof of si&teen quarters of
nobilify and refblsmg to aclept the natural sons ofe
e Kings into the :Ink#of its Knights. ,Italy was the
« Mast Lenwut since banking and trade were admitted

1" So cﬁeﬁ beduwse ti*y were nghts “by rlght" of noble bifih
30
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as no stain on nobility, while most of the other
= langlies insisted” on military nobility omly.

The chaplams, who formed the secc 1d class of the
Order, were required®to be of horst birth and born

~n \xedluck of #amilies thatf were neither slaves nor_
engaged 1in base or, mechanical trades. The same
reglations were in fﬂrﬂe{m the #hird class—"that.of"
servanss-at-arms, who “§prved under the A nights
both on land and sea. .As the military character
of the Order became less and less marked in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, these servants-
at-arms befame fewer and fewer, but in earlier days.
they were of congsiderable importance. The chaplains
performeg their duties at the Convent or on the
galleys; the priests at the wvarious commanderies
throughout Kurope were a class apart, known as
Priests of C‘bedlence, and never came l'1":{3 Malta, but
resided permanengly in their respeokive countries.

A number of commgnderies, was allotted to the two
inferict classes., .

The Order, as we kaf*“w, was an international one,
and for purposes Q‘ administ®stifn was divided inbo
sections or langyes In the f‘Slxtegnth century
there were eight of these di7isions, which, in order of
seniority, were, vannee, Auvergne, ¥rance, Italy,
Aragon, England (qermany, and pCastile. When
He=y VIII. suppressed the Knglish langue in 1549,
the Khights, with 3’reluctance fo face the f
which was characteristic of a pr mid.()rde:M
leept up the fiction of its cistonce. In/TTa2, when
the Elector of Bivaria secuftd the esiﬁbhshment of
a~ Bavarian langue, it ¥as unitel the dormant
langue of England and named The nglo- Bavarlan

Each langue%}-ad its owil quartew at the Cﬂngent
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known as the ‘ZAuberge,” presided over by 2 * con-
ventual bailiff»’ who in all matters Was the head of
the langue. '-‘dCh conventual hailiff had ap im-
portant office 1f1 t1> hierarchy of the Order wnich was
_permanently appertipen to the headship of that~
tangue. Thus the conventual pailiff- of the "langue
~of Frante was alwe «ys the Grand Hospitaller in chrfge
of the Hospital of the Orwgtr, while that of Fngland
was Turcopolier, or commapder of the light cavalry——ﬂ
a survival from the Syrian days. The possessions of
each languerin its native land were divided into grand
nriories and bailiwicks. Thus England, iich meant
the possessions throughout the British Isles, was
divided into the Grand Priory of England ak Clerken-
well, the Grand Priory of Ireland at Kilmainham,
and the Bailiwick of the HKagle, which was situated
near Lincolu and had originally beloriged to the
Templars. Thesg Grand Priors and Bailiffs of each
langue, as well as its q}nventgdl bailiff, were aLL
Knights Grand Cross, and, as such, entitled to seats
in the Chapter-General of tiL.& Qrder.

~The supreme comn, c}*m ~{ the Orda-;: was vested in the
Chapter-General, emsisting of all .,,‘he Knights Grand
Cross. Though these (Fiapters-General were often
convened in the early historys of the Order, their
difficulty of assembly and their “clumsy method of
procedure made JShem less and less f]:'equently qemn-

oncd, as the Grand Master Tiad it in his poer to

MMH he pleased, though an interval of .
five yegr-—alater ex*ﬂenq.ed to ten—had been sanc-
tioned by cufom. In .«-he seventéenth century the
institution fellpint® utter “disuse, and there was po
merting of the Chapuer-General frmm 1631 to 1776,
whea its uselesangfs was finally demonstrated.



CON‘STITUTI@N' OF OHpER OF ST JOHN 88

When the Qhaptér—GenemL . Was nut sitting the
governmen{: of the “Order “was carricd on by -the
Gran®Mdster ané thke Counclls -known as the Qrdi-
nary, Complete,rﬁeeret _dang.Criminal. The Ordinary

“Coulicil consisted of the Grand Master, the conventual
bailiffs, together with apy Grands Cross residing at
th?ﬂnnveut This Coprstl, as its name mrhcates,
transacthd the "ordinary® business of government,
which maimy consisted of appointing fo these ofices
and making those arrangements whiclr were not
deﬁmtely assigned to the Grand Master himself. "
The Segret and Crirhittal Councils, resl:)eatwely, dealf.
with foreign affhirg.and effences against the Statutes,
while tb€ Complete, consistigg aof the Ordinary
Council with the addition of two nghts from each
langue of more than five years’ residence at :i?
Convent, dealt®with appcals from the other"Coun
Irfthe later days of che Order the pérnicious practice
o1 appmhng to the PGPE dmtmyed all semblance of
authority in this Cﬂuncg |

The election of tIB l;rlal'ld I*’a:-, was an exceede
ingly complicated i&ffmr the in ention Deing to

- prevent intrigue. fach la%gue solemiily elected
three Knights to represent it, and this body of
twenty-four ch{}se atrumvirate, whicf consisted of
a Knight, a chaplain, and a servant-at-arms. These~
thre® co-opted a fourtha and the fﬂur a fifth, an
SO 0on, tlll the numberF of sixteen was rew
this body of sixteen electegd & Cra vmwaster
EVery stage of tlme praceedipgs was }y’Elged about
with meticulous precautipng to prefent.intrigue and
cofruption, and it was a thorougfily tical mediev,al
attempt to securx an honest Clection. 3

The framers of the Order’s Stat,ut(’s had, taken he

-
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precaution of -ﬂmiting the authority_of the Grand.
Master by a “ninute enumeration of all his rights
But, as the € der, developtd iato~a purelysr=litary
_body, even officially his Pé;jwers became greater, No
subject for discussien could be introduced al thw=
Counc?s except by himself; heshad a doublé vote,
and, ix case of an equal ®vjgion, a casting votesaiso;
he had“the right of nomin#tion to many ad~inistra-
tive~posts besides all thosesof his own homsehold, and
in each pwory there was a commandery in his own
 gift whose revenues went to himself. Buteven such
wide powers were less than the reality. While the
Order was at Rhodes, and during the first half-century
at Malta, it was obviously necessary that “he Grand
Master should possess the powers of a commander-
in-chief. As a purely military body, ssrrounded by
powerful foms, the Order was in the position of an
“army encampe ! in enemy terrftory. Further, %he
absolute pDSSeSSiGE of Rhodes, and later of Malla,
tended to give the Gea ﬁi&sters the rank of inde-
~pendent Sovereigns, mnd t.ie®oAtside world regarded
them a® territor al potentates wther than as heads
of an Ordet®of aristocftic Knignts.
But when the Order’s egistence was no longer
threatened tke Grand Maste’s*position was assailed
. from many sides. No one, while reading the history
~Oof the Knights, cafi fail #o be impressed Ky~ the
1.:\“@‘2 disttirbances amony them during the last
200 X3 of th™" Order. Drawn from the highest "
ranks of The nobilitg” young, wch, and with Very
littte to ocgup’” their tigppe (except when on their
““ caravans - y=theKnights were perpetually quetrel-
ling among themselves or defyipg the constituted
authorities of “he,Order. | -
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Lharles V had ingisted on kee&yi‘ng in his own
- hands the nomination of the bishop¥e of Malta, and
the"‘&@tﬂm grew up that the Bishgﬁ of Malta and
the Prior of St. John—sthe two most importapi.
ecYesiastics ih the Order—sh&uld be chosen from the.
chaplains who wers natpves of t®e island. Yhis was
indended as a compenagldn for an injury y¥ich had
been ™flicted on the Maltese, To prevent the Grand
Mastership falling into %the hands of a- nativ®, the
Maltese members of the Order were urfable to vote
at the tion. The Bishop was often engaged iff
quﬁ.rrels with the Grand Master, and the disputes
were generally carried to the Pope, who, as the
Head #f Christendom, was regarded as having
supremacy over all Religious Orders. But the
Pope himmii often encroached uponethe rights of
the Order, mt only by sending puflcios to Malta
With large and MQdeﬁned powess, but by arro-

-'gating to himself the pa#ronage of the langue of
Italy when he wished tp bestcpw ifts upon his relatives
and friends. This?d O bittdr Yosentment among the
Italian Knights, xfhn saw all thg Iuclkativ'e posts of
their langue given away {0 strangers. The intro-
duction of the Inquistion in 1574 and the Jesuits in
1592, brought additi®nal disputes #bout the chief
authority in the island, and these different eccless
am.al personages had &o lms?tatioﬁ in interfering i
matters which should have been cntirgly Weir
fErﬂvince. Many a Grand ILIastg of thE ‘Cvanteenth
and eightecnth c®ntumes hgd his ting occupied in
efforts to assert his authgraty. * a

~ *The Grand Mastership was also TMkened by ghe
practice of elec¥ng very old men tq the pos, aithe
shoré tenure of the office and ghe feeblemess or its «
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holder meant ?i] lax control, over, the turbfllent
Knights. This hractice became very common in the ~
last two centufies -of thc Order’s %existencey®But
~many af the Grand Masters, though over seventy at
_the time of election, "disappointed efpectatiﬂn”by 2
living till eighty or %ven ninety. * ’

We pssess detailed adwounts of the finanelil
system of the Order in the work of two KAghts,
Boisgdlin and Boisredon de Ransijat, acco®nts which

-agree almost{entirely.

" The average revenue of the Order before I'rench
Revolution-was £136,000 per annum—-i.e., tlic revenue
which definitely peached Malta. It 1s to be remem-
bered that this sum only represented theéhresidue
which was sent to the chef-liew. The Kmghts
possessed over 600 cstates throughout Eupe, each of
which, besides sending contributions t¢* Malta, main-
‘tained several mémbers of the Orfler, gave a liberfii
income to its commande® and contributed tewards
the revenues of the G7anésPxiory in which it was
stouated. . The chi¢” ft¢ms of h%",'fi)ove sum were:

-
.
r '\

———

1. RESPONSIONS. T

A proportion of the net mcomg of each com-
mandery fixed by the Chapter-Gencral and liable to
Iacrease 1n case of neeg—-£47,520 per annum.

.ﬁ

-

2. MORTUARY AN®D VACANCY,™
""-.H'__."_"--‘

On thke u"*::}th] of T commander all the net revenues |
fromthe da) of his death t» the following May "\
went to the TreaSury: thes-was the MorTUARY; the
whole revenud'®® thoé succeeding year was also s€ht

* to Malta® this was callea the VAacaw2y—£21,470 per
~ annum. ) _ -
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3. PASSAGES.

T8e were sifms Paid for adiméssidh into the Order,
and were especially: heavy for those who wighed jo=
elu?er the Order at an age éarflier than that laid down

{Q\the Statutes—£20,324 per anflum. *
4. SMNLs. .

These Were the coffeefls of deceased KnightS, who
were only allowed to dispgse of oneifth of theires
propert Ry will, the remainder going to the Treasury
—£249755. :

Thesemadeup about five-sixths of the total revenue,
the ren‘iinder being small sums accruing from various
sources, such as the proceeds from the timber of the
commandeMes (which went entirely 9 the. Couneil),
rents from bfildings in Malta, and so frth.
~* At the height "of their prospekity the Knights

erivell a very considerfble xcvenue from their
galleys, and just A Qg !Slanig, or Tripoli throve
on piracy, even so “hc wealth®f e East contribut®d
largely to the spl&dour Gf_,Malté. But 3u1*ing the
seventeenth century various Christian Powers, such
as Venice or Jrance, insisted on restricting the
Knights’ claims to urfimited seizurc 3f infidel vessels
and infidel property on board ship. As early as 1582
mﬂpe had fﬂrbi’(lﬂ:en the Orch,r to seize In a

Christian harbour Turkish ships or Tgrkfll'l/pwpﬁ‘ty
on-Christian ships, and, despite tyie stregeousopposi-

tion of the Knighs, er®orcegghis commpnds, »

The expenditure of the=Order Was,qon the whole,
within the limits of its revenue. T chief chayge
upon the expeMditure was the fighting fofcesg-the

fleets and "the garrisons—which, tngethare absorbed «
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about half the ref.enue. Of the other.items, the mest
important Wﬂrgﬂhﬂ Hospital, the Churches of the ~
Order, and the ‘supmort of its JMic&s boxh Rt the
~Convent and in the var®us Europegn copntries.
_The Kni{ghts were nevér Seriously threatened finan- 7
ciallv till the Frenct Revolurion wiped out half thei
revenued . at onc fell 513’}0:?. Emergencies W._‘:‘F(F:
always successfully met by an appeal to thef self-
denial'of the members of the Order and the fenerosity
~of Europe. * -

The control of the revenues was in the hfknds of the
Chambre de Commun Trésor, which coqsisked of
eight officials; the most important of whom were the
President, Wwho was always the Grand Contnander
(the conventual bailiff of Provence, the senior langue
of the Order), 2nd the Secretary through vhose hands
all the revenlics passed. In eagh langue certain
specified towns v'ere used as. recelying TreasurieS,

. under the control of recéivers who paid the Toney
direct to the Centrgl ?rﬁsm\iaﬂl&e towns numbered
tWenty-nine in al?’  "Phese recefvers obtained the
revenues fromp eas b—es<fate or c¢amandery within
their distriet. At first the Order had possessed one
common chest, but with the growth «f its possessions
each Grand Prfr was put in fontrol of his Priory’s
fevenues; this proving unsatisfactory, from the difli-
culty of- exerciging controlgver these powerful
Kilighig, the ﬁmmc?}ﬂf each estate werc administered
by the~eouizmanders themselves, who dealt directlﬂy
with the recrivers in their Zrea.” They paid their

quota or “ reman@iﬂgﬁ >* Blemnially, and were subject

. toAnspection iﬁ*gm their Grand Priors; commanderies
wer~ rewards to.aged Knights, and “ood administra-

~ tion brought promotion to richer estates. -

-~

-
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"~ 1
sLhe Crimigal Couneil, which consstéd of the Grand
Master, the Bishop ot Malta, the ¥or of St. John,
the™wonyentuak bailiffs, *and any~*Grand Crosses
present al the Convent, «dealt with offences against_
th® estates Jf the Order. %The accused were forought
in, the evidence taken, and the werdict declexed. All™
“owdence was verbal andfno .written testimony” was
accef?kcd; each Knight! unless he could dhow 20Qd,
reason torthe contrary, had to plead in person~"Thy
English or German Knights, who kaew only their
~own tongue and so had difficulty in being understood®
were _a,ll(ﬁred advocates. The Order, by its Statutes,
discouraged ILitigation to the utmost, desiring to
promot& concord and harmony ampng its members,
and for that reason all legal procédure was made as
simple anA as summary as possible,

In such am exclusive and aristoeratic Order there
“*was naturally muBh jealousy of the power of its head.
“Facts gave 1%‘ Grand Magster a_very strong position,

but technically he W{L?only primus inter pares. To”"
make surc the Ki*wht€ were 20t Dppressed, they were
always at libertﬁ to disregard sthe Grard Master’s
or any superior’s commana®anda’to apfpeal to a Court
of Fgard to prove that the given dommand was a
violation of the*Oeder’s Statutess The Court of
Egard consisted of nine meémbers, each langue choosing
“oi from its own nks, ind fhe Grand Master
appointing the Pi%éident. KEithor disputant .could
object to any member of the Omurt? Wbﬂr:upbn that
“member’s langu~ chase a” jubstitute. “After hcearing
the evidence, which wgsaeutirelymorai, the Court dis-
~2ussed the ease behind closed® dosvss and came to a”
“decision. Th litigants wlre called back, and iffthey
agreed to accept the verdict tle Court’s (Iffcif;ing
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was announced ay¥d was deemed final; if they refsgd
to accept 1, an@ppeal lay 'to another Court, calléd
the Renfort of ke Kgard, which avae constitu*by
gach langue clecting anothgr member, thus doubling
th original number. - T/¢ same précedure was
“carried ont as in the first Court, #nd if the litigants
exprisseg themsclves still Mussatisfied, a new Cowtfl
was sumnioned, called the [ énfort of the Refrort,
wiisvas formed by the clection from eaeh langue
of another mwcmber, thus making twenty-five with
ke President. If their decision was not accepted ..
a final Court of Appcal, called the Bailif{> Egard,
was formed by the addition of the conventual bailiffs,
or, if absent, their licutenants, and their deciston was
final. This admirable Cowrt of Equity existed almost
unaltered right,down to 1798. p
The Hospital,was a characteristie inst¥ution of the
Order, and dESEI“i;;?,IS some menti_ql{ Opginally the™
chief scene of their activitieg, the tTospital was »ever
“forgotten by the Knightg, Lbeir first duty, whercver
they went, was alwhy? jo burd "afHospital to tend
the sick, ard to the ¢nd every Kniglit at the Convent,
~1n theory at ledst, went t& take his turn in attending
at the Hospital for one day in the week. The site
of the Hospital,gon the south-«as side of Valetta,
has bcen condemned by science as unhealthy, and it
1s very easy with"mod¢in knéwledge to find mamiy
faultgin its’arganisi}:ion. Howara, in his ¢ Lazarettos
in Eurap‘g,’;in {786#%ave a vivid deseription of its
~ condition and."axpﬂsed 1ts 'ﬂi}feet;, A#that time, how-“
-~ ever, the Hospital was sharEﬂg the gencral decadence of
~the Order, and Jiseiplice had become very lax. But/~
- gven”so, the Hospital was Tar superior o most other ™
%_ms]pitfxls in KuroDe and still kept much of that
I Fo" .

}
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'di&tﬁctiﬂn i, had acquifed in the ¥réxt days of the
rder. We must remendber that linspital organisa-
tiokr¥es awyery mecemt scielee, and it wvould be unfair
to accuse’the Knights of neglecting what had not
yc¥ been distovered. Thdir Hospital was or of the
Jnost famous in Enrope, and warused by many from ~
le and Southern Itals® as.well as by the natives
of M¥ta. It was operdto all who wished’to use it,
and the attendance of patients from a distance ~4Ted -
that 1t supplied a need. The hospital, which had
generally over 400 invalids, was maintained at grea*
cost to thie Order, and the regulations were drawn up
with great care, though they reveal an’ amazing
ignoranle of some fundamental laws. of health.
Patients, for instance, who were members of the
Order recaived meals twice as large as.other patients.
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CHAPTER 1V

~ v
THE PECMNE

1565-17™

Tr=""sstory of the Order of 8t. John aftereche siege
of Malta in 1565 is a sad story of gradual and inevit-
“ohle decay. The magnificent heroism of the Knights_-
at the siege raised their fame throughout ﬂ‘urqpe'i:ﬂ
the highest piteh, and the siege was rightly regarded
as one of the first decistve checks 1‘&ﬂeived‘by the

Ottoman conquerors.

It is easy ta lmagine the anxious expgetation of
Europe in thaj summer of 1565, whem the heretic
Queen of England ordered praygr? to he offered i1t
the diocese of Salishury fox the safety ol the Kn-ights_-

* of St. John. L oa

The Battle of Leﬁaﬂm, six‘*_}feﬁ!g later, despite its
lack of imMediate wesults, dissolvld the spell which
the invineibilit™ of the Uftoman flect had woven, and
in the seventienth century the Turkish Empire
showed plainly that it had passea fts meridian. Now
that they were in a weakened condition, the Ottf}m_ani
though never fully regdrded &£s a Europcan PoRer,
werg, more acceBtable to the Chlistian States, most
of whom, follow>d #ic example of Francis I. and
concluded cr:;hinercial agf&emwts ~nd treaties with
the Porte. The Tark was, o longer regarded as a

™ bheing beyond tﬁﬂmarf intercourse, and the Levant™
- _trade was too valuable S0 be ignoppd by France,

'_Englﬁnd, or the Italian republies. .
r F Y 42 ”~

;
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9The Knights. of Malta» with thelmtmtude of truce-
’ 1es§ war_against the mﬁﬁel were thus hecoming more
and‘l?.;bl\ of arffanschron sm asdims ‘went on, They
never guncluded peace with the Sultan, and always.—
. regarded theé pﬂSS&SSIﬂns%f ~the infidel as Tair and
lawful booty. It™was ,.obmﬂuql} impossible fﬂr the
Ubristian  States tramﬁkmg in Turkish *‘raters to
allowssuch a theory to Jo unchallenged, and we there-
fore find™he Order quairelling with the Pope, % énite,
England, and France, as to their rights* of seizure of _
~Turkish goods in Christian vessels or of Turkieh
vessals i Christian harbours. In 1582 this led to a
dispute, with Gregory XIII., and in 1666 with Louis
XI1V., and the Knights were forced to<confine their
attentions to Turkish vessels trading between Turkish
ports. IMwgland was destined later 4o incur similar
trouble witlf neutrals for a similar #heory of inter-
—national la‘} 7 .

Had the Khights wished, their unending warfare
against the Mohammegan *ould have found a suit-"
able enemy 1in t4e arbar« “Corsairs, who weve a
plague to Eumpcﬁught to Nwﬂ,l 1816;"but though
we find many a struggle btween Knf; ght and Corsair
in the qeventqenth gentury, the sloth and decadence
that were masterin% the Order nt%de it gradually
neglect its duty 1n that direction. Whatever energies

h2y had were more drofitably sgent in the Levant;
fur the Knights, in%their seafarlng exyedltmns breame
_little more than Corsairs %hﬂnﬁelvh _When it was
necesgary, as at™he hwent%ﬁve years siege of Candia
(1644 ~1669), the Knigh#s“displéyed once more t‘hat.
““magnificent heroism that_ha® mada their name ring”
thmughaut te world. We find throughthe, Seven-

tesnth centm[y many a display o1 bravery, bit they
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became more ang more infr::qyent, till,dn the eiflat-
eenth century, the Order’s ' squadron was nsed for
little else but “howg voyaes to* differen M¥iter-

~xranean ports. It was becoming too great a tagk even
to raid Turkish merchastnfen. _

T After #he stege 1 was dgierm®ed to move the
chef-liew 6of the Order fr 11 Borgo to Mpuﬁ{
Secberras, and on March 28, 1566, the buildmg of
VATGtT® was commenced. It®was originally*intended
to bring the %ill down to a certain level and on the

“plateau thus constructed to build the city. oThe fear
of another Turkish invasion, however, did “otelow
of the completion of this plan, with the result that
Valetta conskts of a long, narrow plateau with slopes
descending to Marso Muscetto on one side and the
Grand Ilarboue on the other. The diffculty of
moving about im this hilly town is comnfemorated in

Byron’s lines: -

Adteu, ve joys of " Valette,

Adieu, sirocco, gun, apd sweat,

Adieu, ye ®umpea streeldOfFsigdrs,

How surelhe ®ho mounts you swears.

. 2
¥ach Grand ¥aster stro®e to enlarge and strengthen
the town’s forti‘ications, with the resu_lt that, in the
elghteenth centlg‘y, Valetta wam Tecognised as one
of {he greatest fortresses in the world. Thebui]ding_
and upkcep of thgse fGrtiﬁcaﬂmns proved a grlat
draig, upon the resiuurces of the Order, and served
but little purpos?, ezﬁept‘ that of ministering to the
vanity of succeisive Gralg Magiers» who desired to
leave behind thenw menlogigls of themselves by
"‘besfﬂwing their Elame ®ipon a new fort or outwork,™
The Continpal increase of Cecurity angestrength did
Iliﬂt sefve to impro¥e the daring of theiKnights, bait
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v?tl*‘erlhelpe,cl {o engencer a condr"\lou of sloth that
as deitined to prove {ajal.

J.I!’Bﬁ p*grmd i0 marked +y congtart>tumults among
the nlembms of the Order and by acts of defiance
acr'ﬁnst the Grand Mastert. +Even in the days ofHits
glmy there had &een much jralousy and friction
méween the dlﬁerent_,_br{ﬁtmnahtlca eumpqsmg the
Ordetn The threec Ftench langucs of “Provence,
Auvergu®, and France, by acting together, e»atised
a preponderant influence; they contribeited half the

<Levenues of the Order, and werc generally able o~
secu;_g their objcet against the opposition of the
remalmpg nghta The constant wars betweer-
Spain and France in the sixteenth andgscventeenth
centuries led to constant troubles at Malta, and the
Grand Mcsters throughout this period had great and
increasing dffficulty in preserving the Order’s neu-
urahty M Kaights broke theig Oath of Obedience
By ﬂnh&tmﬁgu% the Fremch and Spamsh armies,
When this was dlscnvcl;gd xhe offended King would ”
make out that the Uiler hag tagen sides and would
threaten it withy his vepgeance. As Tthe Order
possessed many eatates in £6th kingd»ms, the Grand
Masters were in cﬂnSta,nt fear that \chese would be
encroached upﬂn 1f1 -an excuse ccmld be foumd to
Justify such an actmn But Spain, while it possessed
"th@ kingdom of the Awo Siilies, jpossessed an even
surer method of pufiishing the Oruer. .Malta, degpite
all the care lavished upon it, hifs nﬁver been able to
produce sufficienta, goLn fuf its populatmn and for
this reason 1mported fadd regml&rly from Sicily,
Hﬂrherc the Order had bmlt gronaries, for stﬂrmg the ~
"“Corn while awaiting trans 11pmcnt As sgon as the, -
Knights offended the King of bme}‘_Maltd was

-~
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plunged into sta 2ity, and #ae unhappy, natiz/zs ‘hfd
often to sulfer hegvily becaJ‘se the Grand Magter was
a I'renchman,

Another result of the wwrs of France £n II'-Sp:a.in
was therequent intermml fjuarrels at Méita. As%he .
feelings «f the two Sations towards each other WEIc,
often emgbittered, it is- ndy surprising to find tat
French and Spanish Knights would come t&{:lpen
blows<n the strects of Valefta. The unhézfrt-:hy life
of those young and idle aristocrats was conducive to

" tgrbulence, and the Grand Masters often a%?pted thow
policy of sending them to sca as soon as truhle was
~=reseen. The French were generally in ghe pre-
ponderance,;ias we can see from the great number of
French Grand Masters; and the increasing greatness
of the French gnonarchy in the seventeenfdi century
was reflected ag Malta. -

The position of the Malteseg M camgr worse an&
worse as the Order declird. The n%tives, whe had

“enjoyed a considerable gneggure. of local autonomy
ursler Spanish rule, ltgd beenﬁverf reluctant to sub-
it to thekKnights, andshad prot&sted to Charles V,
against their &rrender £ the Oraer, as a violation
of the promise’igiven in 1428 by Alphonse of Sicily
that Malta waguld never be wséharated from the
Sieilian Crown.” They knew that the Order would
conduct itself in Malta 3s a gajgison in a fortress, And"
thaf this would méean strict militiry control over the
inhabitapts. . I waw algo_ probable that the Turks
would jagain bgsiege the_Knights ~as they had doné
at Rhodes in 14806 and 1522 and the Maltese were
strongly averscgtesbeifig drawn into such danger. ¥
« DRuringgthe residence & the Knights the native
;-pOPufatiﬂn; __?f \’5let£a was considergbly modifed.
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-Su?e-oi the Rhoulans who had, in 1528, accom-
‘paligd -t ¢ Knights, cane with them to Malta;
merceraric © whoafought 1w the, Order sometimes
stayed on i the island, an:. many in this new popu-
lation were flegitimate cMNldmen of the Kuighte,
¥ar, though the vow of chastity ~vas insisted on to
the m_c} as a condition ﬁ_ ’Ent.ranqc into the-Orger,
In practice, by the eighte nth century, it had become
entirely inc¥fective. - . -
At first the Knights made but slight inmads on the
.Q@leges of the natives, curtailing them only so fay.
as wag necessary for their military security, and
imposing Jut few taxes upon them. As the islgnda
grew rich with the wealth brought in by the raids
of the Knights, the condition of the Maltese also
improved,«nd while the Order flourished it was not
an excessive murden to the natives. But when the
~inights stamfed wmop their decling the condition of
“fhie ishanders de®riorated. hey had always suffered
from the occasiongl scarcily due to the ill-humour of
the Spanish King o Eh'é"natul:z_xl-fﬂilure of the Sicilian
harvest. But nows the taxaes became heyvier and.
heavier, and the fl'k'ie servic.s of the Maltese, either
as labourers in the constant fortifying of Valetta,
as soldiers in the ganﬁison, or as saildrs in the ueet,
were more and more rigorously exacted. Many
natmes lost their lives;while fightinyy with the Order,
and from the gencrdus behaviour’of Grand Mastase
to the native women and chjl#ven/ which we find
“Mentioned in chraajig wt can see thire wag occa-

?

sionally acute distress in thCisland. * |
== Inits degencracy the Urdgr tr:"‘ataiﬁ'le Maltese with
“voundless confempt, as might be’ expegted from
spodled members of the grcat Eurdpean aristocracies
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towards petty islanders. {)ne of {he most iricolerable
forms of the dirogance of the Knights dyring their
last years at-Malta was/ their »diﬁ';ustilz/g’ b~kaviour
towards the womerifolk owthe natives; ¢ .mp_lﬁint wa.s
dangeraus and futile. MWhen the Bfftish caplured
the island in Octeber, 1800, the mere proposal fo
restore, the Order raised such a storm of protest~from
the Malsese as to prove cnmusively to all haw hated
hadnbeen the domination okethe Knights, «7
The splendour of the Knights at the height of their
greatness can be judged from the many magnifice
wuildings they constructed in the island, he Church
~of St. Cohn in particular reccived such evreful and
lavish attgntion that it became one of the most
splendid churches in Christendom, being especially
famous for_ its wonderful mosaic _floor. The
" auberges ’ of the various langues —~ere also built
in the most magnificent manpere andghhe palace df*
the Grand Master at Valetta was a fumptuoussbuiid-
ing worthy of a king. . -_ .
~ The decline of tyerOrder hflght with it a diminu-
tion of respect from 1%& nationgof Europe, and we
read of constant” and #Anecreasing interference from
outside in thke aflairs of the.Order. The greatest
onr~ler was ihe Pope, who hed aiways enjoyved a
nominal headsiip over the Order, and who had been
kept at a distanee with dﬂ’ﬁculty cven whil? tH™
~Jdtnights "had bexn at Rhodéss The creation of a
bishopric at Majta,fne introduction of the Inquisition,
and Ehé‘n of the Jesuats; ‘had led J® constant quarréss
between the Xnights aiM, the ceclesiastics, and from
these had arizen the evil practice of appeals to tie=
Ceyia. In the scventegnth century the Popes e
garded the valulble patvonage of the langue of Jtaly

-
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as in thel gift, and the Graad Masters were powerless
“to protect their defrauded Knights, ~The depths of
the Order’s humilZati~-n wei > shown by™ the demand
of Pope Urlan XIII., in 1642, that the Order’s
“galleys should ‘nelp him figh™ the League of Italian
Princes which had been formed to 2esist his irvasion
of Pama. Lascaris, the ,Gm,nd Master, was_ rnable
to refusz,~and for the first Zime the famous red galleys
were seen arcayed against Thristian neighbours. ~
The operations of the Knights in the sCventeenth
<eptury were mainly earried out in alliance with the -
Veneuan,s, v'ho were the one Power who continued
to resist th: Turk at sea. They. were still lords of-
the great island of Crete, which lay athwart/the trade
routes of the Levant, and only by its conquest would
the OttomaZ2 control of the Eastern M~diterrancan
be complete. 7Zn 1645 Ibrahim I. declared war on
v eﬁce and bexieged~Cpndia; but the attack was so
reriuss *hat success seemed irppossible.  The Knights
of Malta threw themsclvesAnte the struggle on the
side of the Venctians; teeling bonxd in honour to do~
$0, as the refuge ¢’ Maltese- galleys in “enetian
harbours was the Turkish pretext for wer. In 1656
Mocenigo, the Venetlan Admiral, with t¥e aid of the-
Knights, won a brilli<n$ vietory off the Dardaneltes,
capturing Lemnos and _Tenedos. This imminent .
—poril b"ﬂught Mohammed, Kiupriii to [ower as, Grand
Vizier, and the war was thenceforward conducted-
with great energy by the Turks..ﬂ Yelr aftem year
voidanteers flocked torSandia to save the laSE Chriskian
outpost in the Levant, buf i was a1 flultleqs; and
2369 the island, with the exception ﬂf,ﬂlree ports,
~a% Surrendered to fhe Turks—their lastimportantcor>

quest in Europe, gnd the {inal cerm of their advance.
4
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The seventeenth cent ry saw -tke gr dual- dis”
placement of galleys in fivour of sailing s aips. The
Inng voyageS »cross the stlant’c aad to tneFast had
given great lmpetus to te develﬂpmenu of the salling
“vessel; its increasing us, and the entrance of England
and Holland intc the Mlediterr~nean, had shown *he
Powers of that sea -Ats stupertority over the- Zalley;
ﬁndlly, slaves were becomihg more difficul#~td obtain
in~sufficient quantities, “vhile criminais had never
been a satisfactory source of supply. The Knights
werce slow 1n changing the oar for the sail, and to the
end kept a small squadron of galleys as“well-as men-

af-war. When Napoleon ecaptured the- island, 1
1793, he“ound there two men-of-war, one frigate, and
four galleys.

The pride and the renown of the Ordc' had always
demanded a-salute from the warships™f other nations,
and even the mighty Louse ‘K-[Vnyleldrtl this prwueg_
to the lhittle squadron.~There is cXtant an inttresting
correspondence betﬁnen,-\Charles. II. and the Grand

~Master, Nicholas.@oftontr] on ®he subject of salutes.
A squafron of the ]}I‘ltl‘%h Pleet under Admiral Sir
John Narhor ﬂugh had refqud to salute Valetta
~unless assu*ed of a response from the guns of the
torcress—a Lmlk of respect #:®at the Order was un-
- willing to pay to the British flag.  The Grand

Master_ had &%so hntmeq_ to doubt NarbCrougu s

~ank as Admirsl, but the affaT was amicably settled
to the satisfietion /_[f all.

Though ™ the dﬂulin?-ﬂf thaarder was obviou$ to
_ Europe thmucrl"out t1r6m €] elohteenth century, and the
" value of sq_gp.a fmtregs as Malta to a Mediterraitom-
Fower, apparcnt to B’H yet therg 1s httle detinite
pIDDf of any demre tco wrest thg island frem the

i

-
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ﬁ(nigl)fts; s Of a1 the natypn.. round thqﬂehiterraneah,
Fran.e alupe could be saic. not to be Jdn a state of
decay; feniie, Genod, and Turk®y Were becoming
, Tore andsmong feeble at sea; and there was little feay

op an attack on Malta from & y'ﬂf them; and though
Sihain paid great att@ntiom te her fleet in the %ecomd
part Oisthe cighteenth cendury, ther? was little Teason
to fea.r‘h&@ggressiﬂn. Bi;itain was acquiring grepter
and greater interests in the Mediterranean, but most
of her attentions were directed to Spain and France.
—ile the Knights kept their neutrality, howeveA
decadewt apd feeble they might be, there wes little
fear of thf/C being disturbed. Europe still 1*cspgctga"
the relies of a glorious past of six centuffies of Y-
eeasing wari'a,re against the Moslem; but the moment
that past with its survivals beeame itself anathema
the Knights all their organisation woul collapse at
.ﬂn&. The French T{a’[ﬁ.ﬁtiﬂn meant death to the

Knigh®s of the Order of Stf]’?}'ﬁn as well as to other

bodies of aristocrat®, .
L ]



~ CHAPTER ~
- rHE F:ALL
- 17891798,

A weartay Order of Knights drawn cxclusively
~from the ranks of the nobility was sure ta attragihbes
attention of the French revolutionaries.a ita inter-
Sotional character was a cause of offe’ce to the
strong Fi:nch nationalism engendered dunng the
Revolution, while its traces of monastic organisation
helped to identify the Knights with the.Church.
When Necer, in the financial distress of the autumn
of 1789, appcaled for a vﬁﬁ.t‘.‘tat‘y confribution fLom,
all landowners, the UTder gave him a third®of the
vevenue of its Irench chmgngnderies, and later it
pledged its credit~om500000 fifines to the destitute
Louis XVI., to help ¥ in the,flight that ended so
disastrously=at Varennes. This last act put it in
~finite oppesition to the Reyolutign.
The Constitucnt Agsembly.‘ declared the Order of
~St. John to be a foreign Pgwer possessing property
in France, and, as such, Kable to all taxeg™to be
———— . . ‘ - ..
ievied on ngtives. and immediately afterwards a
decree wag passeldeglaring that any Frenchmfn'
belchging to an “Jrdgr ob S=ohthood which de-
~manded proafs vf nobilts from entrants could not
be considered”a tench citizen. This was folloyweu
- by the-main attack omsSeptember 19, 1792, when Al
the promerty in Erance was declaved confiscake and
52 L]
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anne);ﬁd -to the, Fﬂe.{:{th aational don%ins. There
. was*omermention of indemnification 9 the despoiltd _
Knigats, brut as the IECESSETY cundltwn. to a pensmn
was resiglencg in France—s dang®rous course for a
» noble,in *798%end 1794—th E.scl;eme came to gaughs.
PTher decree of Septembey 17’92, was the deathm
blow to the Order, and Rs*extmctmn Wwas snnply a
matter, of time. The cﬁurse of the war end the
cmn%tant""“ﬂ'ench successe§ made their position even
more perlluus Half the revenues had goae with the
confiscation in I'rance; but this was not all, for
Bt,-‘ua-parte ® Itahan campaigns meant the loss of th*
Order’® ést/tes in Northern Italy, and the comquests
of the I‘rmmh on the Rhine diminished tl],c Gegpnfin
possessions. With decreasing resources £nd dwipd-
ling numbgyrs, the fortress of Malta copld not long
hold out if attacked, and the position of #he Order
wgs becomi dESPCIaJK De Rohai?, the Grand
“Msater, temporisgd aid refyggd to* declare war on
France, but he seems to Mave helped the Spanish
and English fleets" s ellgwillg ®em to recruit at
Malta, a privilege hitherto gthnttd very gsparingly
by the Knights. Bat whatca®r t®e Grand Master's
policy, no words or pretences could disguise the fact
that the Frenches Repgbhc by its corfiscatione Lo
assaulted the Order. 1t was only toosprobable that
~Francg would seize the frst opportunjty of attackmg
the Owder in its owy Idme and by this -nteans in-,
creasing its power in the Meditermneaﬁ
dne glcam of light camesgo "t;_{leer the gl'uem at
Malta. The third asni® mhalmen’r, of aPoland” had
_brgught the Polish PI‘lOl"}'ll’lt{} thg hanés of the Tsa
Paul I. Among other eccentricities olhat mona f
was a passionate® admirationgfoy chiwalry, whiclf” he
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displayed b7 changing tae Pobgh, into a’ Russian,
Pliory, increaSing its revenues to 800,000 ﬁ”imins:and ’
incorporating it in the Anglo-Bavarian langug; he also
assumed the titlé of * Protector of he Order of
M&ltﬂ-:’ e ,.- o " - .

In 1797, at Ancona, {Napolegn had intercepted,a
m~ssage from the Tsar tc"tle Grand Master con}ainmg
this nevs. Plans for the=§pturc of Malta tooxs shape
in Bonaparte’s mind, and he sent a coremn of the
French consul at Malta, Poussi¢lgue by name, to spy
out the condition of the island, at the same time

~~rdering Admiral Brucys, on his journey from rorfu”
“to Tor'on, to examinc the situation of Mdlta. © When
Tt expedjtion to Egypt was decided upon, vhe capture
of Malta fCrmed part of the instructions to Napoleon.
hﬂunaparte@ rclying on the demoralisgtion of the
island, intended the capture to be %ﬂWift piece of
work, and Foussiélgue hﬂgf_helped hixp by winning
over some natives apgd Irench Knights to his wde.”
The Grand Master, me\--_Hmmpesch, seems to have
been utterly unniryed biﬁhe"lggwildering problems
Before h;m, and the“cowardice and irresolution he
displayed were & disfrace to the traditions of the
Order. Speéd was essential to” the French army, as
Tasseavery byt Nelson would he-fatal to Bonaparte’s
plans, but had Von ITompesch becn an utter traitor
“the capitulation coukd not have been more gudden
—.and disgraceful and beneficidl tg the enemy. -

On June 6°the ~anguard of the French appeared
off théﬂtisl:.r-,ﬂur-tflutfl:-1t amif(fmnthe 9th it was joined by #he
maif flect, the whole ROW 1Tuﬁ%%ring about 450 sall,
oof which 14 v"ere ships of‘ti line and 30 were frigafesi
the Grand M;-Eter hadiabﬂut 300 Knights and 6-00Q

mc, chicfly M*::ltcs?:i vwader arms. “I1ad this garrison
™y -

- e
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been,resolute angd IHH::Ed, "the fogtificati®n} of Valetta

weuvld have held the Feench for, a cplisiderable titne.
But thg natives Jvere divided, ‘manz Jegarding thé
Frenche despite their doubgful cdteer of the last few
years, a® libesators from a ctegtable tyranny, Twp-
fhirds of the Knights were Frgneh, and many of
them had become intectes *ith republican pr;nciples,
thougy the French langy#® also contained tle fiercest
opponeii’s to the invader. R
Bonaparte sent for permission for his flect to enter
the harbout for water and for his soldiers to land—
a~saquest "which was tantamount to a demand f#r
surreﬁder;_‘-' Von Hompesch sent back a conmiliatory
letter, saying -that treaty obligations forbade *the
entrance of more than four vessels At a time.
Napoleon ghereupon threw off the mask, and‘ﬂfr'ing
the night lsaded troops at seven differemt parts of
tQe 1sland. A slight registance was enfountered from
a<hevy detached fﬂ&ﬁ,’t)?l%l}y Lahe exening of the 10th
Valetta was closely invgsted. The mob was en-
couraged by hired grusgaries®o aftack as traitors the
Knights, who were really tlf%c ihost bitter enemlles
of the invaders. While Nap#leor®s agents were busy’
throughout the towtn, Von Hompesch ‘sat motionless
in his palace, amd Ro subordinate coramander svcald

take the rESpﬂnsibilﬁ:y of firing omn, the besiegers.

. Finglly, a party of citizens intarviewgd Von HompesCh

L

and shreatened to gurfender the town if % refused
to capitulate, ~

[
o At this point a_mutiny llu*aL‘{ﬂut-in,thﬂ'garrismn,

and the Grand Maste™ and his Couneil, seei?lg the
hopelessness of the sitﬂaﬁgn, senf, f“r an arn‘ﬂ/q?'gc

paeliminary- to surrender. The arf¥stice was ghn-
cluded on the 14th, and on the /f?l:h-N apole®n erfiered
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tta, full™of am@zement at “hg rmght ofw the
ess he hadsp easily captured. On the 42th/the

Lapltuiatlon WAS drawn up, of which.the ma,ln,.plauses

WErE:

s

. The Knights surrendered M'/ta, anc its
sovereignty tosthe Fyench azmy. /

2 The French Reﬂuullc would try to spoure
to the Grand Master 2 cuh equivalent prigeipality
gnd would meanwhile pay him an annual pension
of 800,000 livres. _

8. The French would use their influcnce with
the different Powers assembled at Eastadb to
allCw the Knights who were their s b]ects to
*centrol the property of their respective langues.

_ 4 Fr nch Knights were allowed to return to
I'rance, ¢ 'S

5. Prench Knights in Malta were%o receive a
pension from the Frepeda, Gpvemment of 704
livres per anmium; -ﬂ-f;. over sixty »~rcars old, #,000
livres.

t

Such was the end Of the Order at Malta. Napoleon
reated the Knights a®d the Gaand Master with
extreme harshness. Most of thein were required to
leave ~within three days, and ,sonrs even within
twenty-four hours.

On June 18, Won Hampesch, taking with him, the
three most ~«venerable relics 8f the Order—allethat

the

conqueror ﬁllﬂw-ﬁd him from the treasures at

Valetta~———1eft for Ti ’ystwﬂ whence he withdrew ta
Montpéllier, d\gng‘_.tnele g,n Gbscurlty in 1805. Most
uf-the thEIBS‘hI{plg ts 1?1‘!‘:3(3'“6(16(1 to Russia, wherg,

on ‘Qctﬂber 2771798,

wl I. was clected Grard

Mastir, though Won “lompesch stillsheld the post.
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quba-on the Tso/: &’death in 1804 the Graer lost the
offc' man who might Have been powerful enough' to.
bring skout a restoration, and the Spwival of some
scatterad r«ehcs could ngt conceAl the fact that
Vanmhed for ever was thé 01d9r of the Hoaspital of
"t. John of Jerusalem.

APPENDIX I

SOVEREIGNTY OF THE ORDER

THERE can be no doubt whatever that, after, 1430,
the Order was no longer independent arfl sovereign,
and thataL’lsle Adam, despite all hig eflq#s, had
become a fagdatory, though the service~demanded
was very slight. The Agt of Donatioil of Malta put
tery definitely jnto the posiflon ef feudal vassals of
Charles V. as I{l ing of the,atwu Sicilies, This 1s plain
to everyone whq ~examin?s ,the Charter itself
(Vertot, IIL., p. 494, or Cadicy Dlplmmatlcn 12
p. 194). The tenure on wyhich®the Knights held"
the island from the King of the Sitilies may be
classed as a forn of serjeanty—the annual payment
of a falcon being the only fcudal segvice demanded.
There were other conditions insthe %rter concernifig
the Mishop of Maltag add the Gragd sral of the
Order, but they were not cttlct feudal. The
ghroniclers of the Order were natura ly, reluctant L0
admit this, and as th® feudal \?.,l,ﬁb WAS very “weak,
they glossed it over. *Buj the §D ereign of t
is}and, strictly speaking, was the m-ng of the /P;:
Sicilies, and the Knights .w¢?e mever mwre /han.
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tenants. W‘h@n the aOrder had "be\m_ exPellecL by

~Napoleon we ¢an sese this ﬁmwersally almmittad.
While the fate of, th? island wag in doubt——-—.‘l'.ha,t 18,
before the prehmﬂnar}' peace between Ijnglamd and
France ip 1801—bo th.natlves and English rfeganded
the King of Naples,uas logd of th¢ island (Hardman®

1112142 Foreign Office u&""ﬂrds Sicily, 11). \ﬂhen
the Maltese wanted to be"put under the protgetion
of England, either temporarjy or, later, pﬂrnﬁnenﬂy
(Hardman, 185, 193, 204), they applied to the King
of the Sicilies, as their lawful qif:wcreigﬁ to grant
tl=ir request. Events soon made Malta 2 ques*Sh
of great~importance in the relations between France
and®*Eggland, and the renewal of war, in 1808, left
Gregt Brita™ in de faclo possession of the island,
until vy treajy of May 80, 1814, gave Ene'uad full
right and ™vereignty over Malta, T

MEPENDTX 1T

. .
CDNNECTIOI‘L BETWEEN KENIGHT™ OF MALTA AND
-
THE MODERN ORDER QF ST. JOUN

DDURING the Ivapoleonic wars the surviving Knights
were too scattergd and too helpless to be able to
1mpmve LU CDudltIDH B2t {rom 1815 onwards
we find variou® attfmpts of the Order to obtain
rion Eufope, afiothlp chef-licu, and representatives
of the Knighty at tite Coggress of Vienna (1815) and
w&the Congrers of Veron 4€1822) tried in vain tQ
peuade the Mfes to grant them an island. The
J'rer:*h IRnights mwerc: by far the lamgest and most
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pogerful sec. 19‘ 130" che Uder, ;and&n"'lalds they had
&b].ls‘led a capitular comn’ lssmr‘ in which the )
vested_ plenary ~powers to atf on, their behal..
~Dur111q- the various negotiatipns ¢ a chef-liew the
quegstich ol “weviving the Anglis }1/ angue was started,
» and-the French Ccmmission en’¢ced into communica-
tmn with the Rev. S Robert Peat, Cha plain te
Klna George IV., and other distinguished English-
men. ~1he outcome was the reconstitution of the
English langue on January 24, 1881, with Sir Robert
Peat as Grand Prior.
- ~The Kzglish branch of the Order of St. John has
devSted itself for the last ninety years to the succom
of the sick and wounded, setting up cotta,,gpn and
convalescent hospitals, aiding the sick in othet
hospstals, and  establishing ambulance )r“:':f? ir
dangerous~ndustrial centres, such as cog*’mines and
rallway- sta’e‘ﬂns, which at last develeped into the St.
-I.Ohn Ambulance A::.scmmtmn, which rendered such
magmﬁcent dervice dppng the Great War., ~The
German branch ﬂi?- thg Jrder was the first Zo start
ambulance work in the fied S the Scven WemKe
War of 1866, work which was contifiued in the
Fré,nca-Prussian War of 1870. Since that date the
mitigation ofathe sufferings of war has been a con-
spicuous part of the Wﬂl‘k of the Order of St. Jahn,
and nowhere has the Ordep’s m;/ nificent qplrit""/
llltg.matmnal comradaeship been more fullay dlaplayed
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NOTE ON THE AXTJIOFITIES
,, -
For 4he Statutes of the Ordde. we pﬂssefi tho—
Italian edition of 1567, ty0!Latin bditiam\nl; 1556
and 1588, and the collection at the end of Vertot's
fourth volume, which is later and more romplete.
The Codice Diplomatico of Fr. Pauli is- the only
collection of Charters to-my knowledge which covers
practieally the whole history of the Order: the-
magnificent Cartulaire of Delaville Le Roulx only
covers the Syrian period in the Knights' history.
Many valuable hints can be found in the Calendarg-
of State 1 ~pers issued by the Record Oﬂmeﬁ}%
fail us at the " eginning of the seventeenth oZutury.
. 01 the variZus histopiays ahove menTioned, Bosio,
for The period hecovers, js~by far ¥he best and com-~
pletest. Vertot only geps down to 1565: afte;,—*'ﬁ;
siege he treats the sibject in™ bave annalistic .orm.
Boisgelin, who was a Knight ainisclf and wrote 75
history after his expulsion {fom aalta, is valuable -
for his elaborate excursus on the financial system of
the Order. All tbrxge—who are our completest
authoritics—wrote from the point of view of the
Order, and consequently are very Lirfﬂliable in sorrs
matters. The treatmertt that the :Mﬁltﬂ": received
f~om the Order 1s very in&(‘ﬂ_equ?"éyﬂealt with, and
none of them can seriously esﬁmatq’theMEM
renean background to “he.histoss € -the Knights-
and especially their relat ons. w*h the Bayi:ﬂ

pirates. General Porter, whose hif/.._(:ry ig the/only
- 63 ‘ - -
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Eﬁgli‘f@hhqjle(l_; all wortly. ¢*-mmic \t' 00, possesses the
same fablts.xTh wugh his kn-wleuge of the 1sland is
thorough, h/s~igr orance of.-European history irnakes
him negiec) 41 e Ymportance ¢ * the extérnal activities
of the Knights and e follows the Order’s chroniclers
too slavishly tc (1atm author'ty as an independert
Lnves)igator. M.éve, vho wis a French Congul at
Malt¢,_is intercsting as~a - bitter opponent of the
Order #7d all its work; and he practically confines
hirself to thestreatment f the Maltese at the hands:
of the Knights. "

The best authority on sixteenth-centiry sea power.
in the Mediterranean is Admiral Jurien de la Gre=viére,
whil> Commander Currey’s book -is very sound and
interesting. | |
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