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HISTORY AND"ERHNOLOGY*

IT is the aim of this essay to shew the impprtance
- of ethnolewy, and espegially of recent develop-
‘ments of tl]‘at.'sciey e, ta&istory. Duriry th®last

ten years Shere® lias-Yeen in progrf:ﬁ; rudely
hindered but not stopped by the war, afimovepsent
which has brought the two disciplines into énuch
closes gelationshiff than would have fpeen possiblg
~under the. conditions which guide&%ﬁp’ study, of
ethnology twenty or thirty yeags ago. A¥ this
more remote period anthropology—I use the term
| aﬁ'thropolmg'y advisedly—was wholly under #%he
" dominance of a cgude cvolutionary standpoint..
The ainmof the anthropologist was’to workamut a
scheme of® human progress accagding W which
language, social organisation, religian, and material
‘arts had developed through tlhe® aion of certaim
principles® ors laws. It was assumed that the
-manifold peoples of the earth represented stages
in this process ofy,evolution, and it was supposed
thdt by the comparative study of the culture of
these different p ?wit would - be possible to’

1

formulate the laws®byywhich the process of evolu-
tion bad been directed -a:;d governed. - It was

- * This esspy originally eagelired in History for July, 1920,
and has been reproduced §fy find permission otthe Editor. It
embodes a few subsequent ®rrections ande gdditions by the!
iuthnr,t



4 HISTORY AND ETHNOLORY -

assumed t.hai* the time- Prder ‘of different el¢ments~
of culture had been everyvhére the same; that if

‘ atrilineal * institutions preceded patrilineal in
*Eurupe and Asia, this ‘must also have been the
case in Oceania and Ax 1erlca, that if cremation is
Fater than inhum:4tion in India, it has also been .
later everywhere else. This assamption was forti-

- fied by attempts to show that there were reasons,
usrally nsychological 1 nature, according to
which tlcre was somecthing irg the ‘uriversal con-
stitution . f the human mind, or in some condition
of thg envxmnmcn—t or inherent in the constitution
of human sqciety, which made. it necessary that

 patrilineal irgtitutions should have grown~out of
m& wiline=T, -snd that inhumation should be ecarlier
than cremation” Moreover; it was assumed as an
essentzal part of the geperal framework of the
science that, after the original dispersal of man-
kind, or possikly nwmg to thé independent evolu-
tion of dll'ferent main- varicties of Man, large
pcurtmnf; of the earth had been cut off from’inter-
course with otpers, so that the process of evolution
had taken place in them independently. When
similarities, even in minute points ofetail, were
Tound in these regions, supposed to have been

wholly isolated from one anothdr, it was held that
they were due to the unlformlty in the constitution
of the human mind Whlcbf‘ . rorking on similar
lines, had brought forth sil; lar products, whether
in social organisation, rel:gmn, or material culture.,

The adher~nts of the =sent movement to which
I have refer:,.ed regard the waole of this construc-.
tion mth its nﬁgrsu pRrorts of my nta.l umfurmlyy

W
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‘and @rderly sequende as built upon dhe sand. Tt
is claimed that thefe Ras %een no such Tolation of
one part of the earth frﬂm another as hasﬂliiﬁp
assumed by the’ advocates ¢f independent @ Otus
‘tion, but that the means ®f navigalion have been..
capable, for far longer pegiodls than has beep
supposed, of carrying Man to any part of the
earth. The WIdcspread similarities of cultare are, -
it is held, ™due in the main, if not Wh{}% i‘:gathe
spread of -cu‘.!)tp;n% and institutions fr4m some
centre in which%ocal conditions especiall# favoured
their development.es

Tare HistortaL Scioon or EiII\OLDGY .

If there has been such spread ol welkure,
evident that the process of develo'pment must have
been far mere complicated than is suppased by the
advocates of the older evolutionary view. There
is reason to believ®, indeed, that the process has *
been exceadingly complex: that when custe€ls ares
carried from their original home ™ othef parts of
the world, few of them survwe ﬁnchanged but
suffer profound modification, somne 1n the directiof)
of progres®s some in the direction of degeneration,
‘and some in a dircction which can hardly be
’d‘;scribed in terrAs cither of progress or Uecay.
| of this movement believe that many customs
which were once %R{]SEd to be the products of a
‘simple process of e@‘%lutlon among an isolated
- people haveinfact behind thgm a long and tortudus
‘history. ‘Tt is held spat the firsta task of the
ethmlﬁglst 1s to unéval this history, and in con-
gequence the nﬁ“me §v6 hage® chpse}?&ar'ﬁur school
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and for our methods 1s that &f ¢ historical. ”x Wee
speak of the movement as’ bllonging to the his-
_toneal school of ethnnlﬂgy, and of our method as
theéI=storical method. in place of the older school
and method, which are often styled evolutmnary .
This latter term 4. pot satisfactory, for it is far ..
from necessary that a follower of the historical -
method-should be"an opponent of evolution. The
German historical schoo* are such npgdncnts of
evolutior , but this is very fa: froni Ihe position
of English ethnologists. OQur quarrel with the -
oldes school is. that it regarded as simple what is
very comple®, and tried to reagh by a short cut
o goal which will only be attained when we Tave
lea=nt the zpucual interrclations of a vast number
of separate pathe along whieh Man and his culture
have traveled. TPut brielly, we believe that it is
neCessary to determinc what has happened before
we proceced to the task of tryfag to discover how
it has happened and to formulate the laws which
have deccrmincd the course which the social
activity of Man has followed. The relapions
.Letween ““ the what ” and ¢ the how ™ are often
complex, and Speculatmns about * the-how ’ may
-cften be useful in deciding ** what " has happened,
but the adherents of the new mo7ement style their
-.method historical becausc the discovery of what
has happcned in the past te~t e various peoples
of the earth is their primar, aim and a necessary
- preliminary to the further task of discovering the
laws, and -esvecially th- r-ychological :laws, by
~-which the historical process hes been directed-
I propo. 111 This-paper to.illustrite the kmd OI
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v pmcgss by which tHe eth&alnglst is hryq;g to deter- .
mine -what has hadp in the past to the rude.
peoples he studies and to faise the question Whether
he is justified in his presumgtion that his ra€Thod
'13 worthy of being regarded as a method of history.
©The first point to noticesis that, as a rule, the |
ethnnlﬂglst has to discover the past history of
peoples who have no written“document® of anys
~ kind, and whose, oral &raditions are go bkaded
~ with featire ol;v%usly mythical in cha&cter that -
it needs a s[ﬂzcml discipline to dis 'tfxgulsh the
-degree of their Nistoricity, or, indecd, in many
- cases to decide gvhether they havejany hi%tﬂncal
- valu® at all. fz is already becing found that,
‘where native traditions seem to rcsord his "p-ﬂﬂal
events, the conclusiens drawn Yrdin them are in®
affféement with those reached through other lines
of evidence; but it is better as a method of mvestl—
gatmn to ignore tradition at firgt and base pre-
hmlnaryncﬁnclusmns on evidence of o of kinds. -
The problem, therefore, with which the ethnologist
is confronted is whether it is pmmbl‘e to discover
the past history of a people who have no writfen
dﬂeumerms ‘of any sort and whose oral i:rau:l11:11::’-115‘!l

-are of such a kind that at present it Is safest"‘to
1,gnﬁre them. ©

THE MzeTHO0D QE ETHNOLOGICAL ANALYSIS‘

I shall now sket(‘:ﬂ’ brleﬂy the general lines ypon
;;whlch I believe the problem can be solved. - The
“chief instrument igdqne which I have elsewhere*

_“ Bep. Brit. Assoc., Pu?tsfmg_uth (194Ap p. 490, or Nm@:ﬂ_—
(19}11)‘,’_‘#{}1.--?1:; &l Dy 386 |
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-called the method of ethnnlnglcal analysis, ,.,,and
“the second” volume of the tbook which I have;
‘perhaps presumptuﬂusly, called The History of
Me.lmsmn Sﬂcwty i an attempt to apply this
“method of analysis. In this book I have attempted
ta. analyse the highly,-complex mass of customs
and institutions which make up the present social,
c«culture ¢t the Melartesian pcople and to djstinguish
“the m_gau&strands out of which 1; has been formed.
This cultwre may be likened to - glcl yfpatterned
texture stdting with an indigenous"element com-
parable witl the warp of the socal loom. To this
have bfen addpd at different times wefts of various
kinds, each f&fmshed by an lmmlgrant cu tiire.

The gfst weftformed with the indigenous warp a -
stexturé in which Gach of the-clements largely lost -

its mdlvlduahty and came to form part of= patin
in which it is not possible to detect’the elements

“by other than a special process of analysis. Later .
'1mm1g15'1t influences added new wefts to the
texture, lr{cremsm‘g the complexity of the pattem
a.nd addmg to tl“f“";., dlfﬁculty of analysis. = .

r\,

ANALYSIS OF MEIANESIAN CULTURES.

'In my study of Melanesian culture I found reason
to beliéve that the first introduced weft had
formed with the indigenous warp the special kind -

. of social structure known as ¢ gﬁxal nrgamsatmn
"_'_In“thls form of society the c’bfﬂmumty is divided
into"two moieties standing i in‘ such a relation to
" one anuther that a man ofx olety is compelled
hv social custom to marry a whman of the otber, o

B Qa’ilbndre, lﬁel.h
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the) chﬂdren of thé’unmn belongng,to the mother s',.
L:_mn?ety To thise riati‘:rely simple 53013.1 texture® -
there was added lafer another and more cﬁmplex |
~weft which gave to MEI&H?I& the secret ﬂgamga—;
tions which form so characteristi® a feature of its
society. The use of monymands of stone, the qult
of animals, and the desicecation of the dead 1111:.,
: éonnectﬁan with these organisations furt]ier led m.e

to the view that this Jater weft had give f‘g
-~ Melanesisn bextu the megalithic art, thgto emlsm,

" and the pi%se?vatmn of the dead whichAre present, ®
‘though often in g form not at once dhvious,n s0
many parts of Melanesm The pr«il:ess ofwnalysis
- nEX led me td detect a weft whigh in the more ™
‘northerly parts of Melancsia haf] brought the :
“special kind of wasfare knowm as head-ﬁuntlngq
~pozsther.with a developed skull-cult, ‘the regula-n
tion of marriage by kinship, pile-dwellings, plank-_
built canoes, and other specml arts and craftS®

Still 12ter had come another weft which ingPoduced
,the practice of cremation assoCtated with a home |

of the dead in the sky and a form of tntemlsm in

whlch the totems are birds. * ? c A

Fmdmg it nécessary to have names for the
_various hypothetical peoples whom I thus suppﬂ:léﬁq
“to have contrtputed to the complexity of the.
ela.ﬁesmn texture, I was led to choose as the
marks or symbllmof two of them the substances -
by which mentdl tivity 1s stirnulated, - In. +the
southern - parts of' Melanesia the people drink
~kava,* while in t§e porth the _,place of - k&va—
| danmg is taken ﬁ Ehe practice ¢ ﬂf chewmg betﬂ

“* 'An mfusn:l‘l of the poot qf 3 pewer"‘Pipmnﬂhysﬂeum). .
2 i

[ S
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,,mlxture * Thﬁ,use of kava is mumately assoclated A
*with. the secret societies, und I»was therefore led
to regard this substance as the'mark of the founde_rs
of, these societies, and\ chose *“ the kava- -people
as their designation. I £Sund reason to believe
“that in ¢he north kfiva. had once been used, but
had been displaced by betel. Associating this -
practice avith the introducers of head- huntmg, I
*‘hﬂs,g " the betel-people "» as a name for this
element ofs the Melancsian popy afiort. sThe pro-
“cess of ethhological analysis havirg ied me to
distifpuish t.aese two main wefts in the Melanesian.
texturefit becione my task to distinguish, in the:
highly Vdrlegatpd pattern presented by Melancéian
Lultunf:, the elginents which belonged to these two -
mﬂuen(}s the culture of tho kava-people taking
"up by far the greater part of my attentionermrr=m

- ETHNOLDGICAL ANALYSIS ILL—U‘%TRATED BY

: < o THE BRITISH ISLES. ~

I shall reot stte{apt to illustrate the prmmples
which underliz tEis process of analysis by means
‘of Che strange anG uricamiliar cultures of Melanesia.
I propose to illustrate them by imagiring the
éxr:erlence »f a Melanesian who sets out for Europe

~to test the principles by which the history of hig
- owyn people has been formalated. 01:1 reaching our -
continent he will dlscm er the );vre'sence of writing
“and printing, but, remgmsmg}ﬁhat these arts are
strange to _him, he will declde to ignore. them.
'Moreuver 1nve§t1gatlnn wall "show that the oral

3

. & A mixture of greca-nut, the le'wes of the betel pf':ptjer
(P"‘p&r bﬂﬂﬂ) or ﬂﬁ“Piper fneﬁmsﬂmw ang lime, : e .
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tracditions of Europe have been larzel influenced,"
when not wholly det :rmined, by these.arts, and he
- wili-thereupon decide 40 ignore everything that .
~he hears about past histo'y and_trust wholly ~o-.
. the _objective evidence provided by the study of
~ language, social organisat n, religious belief and -
ritual, and the material sides of life. I shall
~1magine~ Melanesian trying 1o discoves the pass.-
history of ourselves on"exactly the sar o lires~and
by exactuy the rime methods, as tho: which I
have employed to determine the history of his -
people, putting ‘wholly on one side those instru--
ments of reseawch which are provy ted by literary
- _dﬂcﬂments, whether manuseripts books, colns,

“1nscriptions, or of any other kind. - .

—_—

CRICIPLES OF ETIINOLOGICAL ANALYSIS. .

Before I enter upon this task it will be well to
mention certain principles whick- guided my work
in Melaresia, and have also been used ia ethno-
logical analysis elsewhere, especially in the work
of W: J. Perry in Indonesia.* ‘T'he first of these-
principles is that of common distribution. Whei,

“eertain eléments of culture are found in association-
with one another in several localitics,” we regard.
*his as a grovnd  for assigning the associated-
- customs,-institutions, and material objects to one-
culture, and if £u. associated clements have no
“hecessary connectiry with one another, a8, for.
-instance, is the case.witl megalithic architecture
- and . sun-cult, we ~«*stne that this association,
‘wkich is meaning ess in its present area of di'- _
- * The Megalithic Cul yre G° iﬂdﬂ:;ﬁf‘if“ bignénesffr',' 1918. i
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-tnbutlcm, eimey mto ‘existence elsewhere, , md
reached its present home by t. ansmission. |
A sesond principle is thst of organic connection. -
Wlen .wo elements of culture are found to be so
~closely associated with Gne another that they
form constituent parts-of one nrga,msa,tmn, it 15~
~ assumed. that .they belong to the same culture.
Jhus, ‘if “negalithic” monuments and sun-cult are
“four to ocrcur together as clements in the ritual
_of a seerc” society, this is rega‘ded as evidence
~that they belong to one culture, and 1f the formule
of the ritua. of the society arl in a language
~ differeny from - hat of ordinary life. we have a case
" in'which the pr 1ciple of organic connection points, -
~not only to transmission, but also to the original
~‘nome of the language as the region from which the
“transmission has taken place. - -,
A third prmmple is only a special case of. the
“second, but it is so important that it deserves.
~special r.ention. I have ealled this principle that
of “ class-association.” In many parts of the
.warld there is reason to believe that certain soeial
“elasses or sections of the community represent,
.gnd are descended from, settlers from ouside. In
: Pmynesm, Mﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂla, and Indonesia there is reason
to believe that the ruling classes are the descendants
- Of immigrants, while the geheral mass of the
‘population represent the 1nhab1_,dnt9 of the country
“befor€ these settlers came. If an clement of
culture is found to be “SpE(‘laHy associated with
“one or other cl-ss, it is, aczom ing to the principle
"_I- am now copsidering, ascign-d tc the“pecple -
~-whose_caltuie is repriseutad by the class in ques- .-
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- tiaw Thus, when I find that the cHefs of Poly--

D€ka practise dcsic ation or other torm of pre:
servation of thé ‘tedd, while the cnmeHErSj‘ij;Iter

of the chiefs is” the later, and interment. in the

. Sitting position the carlier, practice.. Mr. Per T

~has fou.d this -principle also to held good .y

. Indonesi-, “’here “he assoclation of the aultural use
- of stone and .ge sun-cult with the chi-fs has been

held greatly to strengthen the argumint bascq on
common distribution that these t'7o elerents of

S eulvre were. introduced by one and the same. ~

 people. - -

]

Each of these three principles standing ' alon¢ -
—ay-ha sybject to ¢xceptions, but when all three - -
- lead in the same direetion, it is possible to assume,
‘with a high degrze of confidence, that associateq
clemeits of culture were introduced. by -one and-
the same people. 4 -
 Let mé now assume that my Molanesian, in-
spired by these principles, sefs to work in Europe.

He will snend much time collecting, by means of
the phonetic System he had wused in~Melaneia,

' Specimens: of the languages of all the nations he
:.fisi_ts, making ut the same time a general surve--
of their religions, ‘heir social order, their arts and
crafts, but always _rnoring anything which brings

. -him.into too elose contact with ideas derived from
. written or printed docrments. He will soon dis-
. covér that he_hrs undertaken a task far mora

_ difficult thai. that whick hed yeen oresented ky -

.'.- ’
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'J:he culture ~f his own and nmghbourmg peopues.
The main cause of this diflca Ly ’s the far greater
: umfﬂrmrty of belief and custom in Europe than
in the archipelago whet his own methods had been
~devised. This greater uniformity is largely due to
“the fact that he is ndw.dcaling with a continent,
w11:h greater facilities for the spread of culture and
for the smaller mowements which have oceurred, R
ven_in Melanesia, as incidents of the .ntervals
between the main migrations. Pe thﬁ'" ef>re looks:
“around for s me region where it may .2 Jossible for
him o applj his principles with greater prospect
of .success, an” for this purpose he chooses two -
Iarglsh islands " vith several small sutliers sitiziced
at the wester. extremity of Europe, trusting
“that the preliminsry survey.he has carried out
*upﬂn the Continent will help him in histack of-—
_Appiying “the method of ethnﬂloglcal analys:s to
~he British Isles. |
Befole-he sets to work in carnest he will aurvey ,
‘the geograph, *al lelations of the region he has |
_chosen. He =illmiote that therc are only a limited
nu,nber of directions by which tﬂrmgn influence is
Ilkely to have come. Though it is possible that .
‘Misrants »ay have reached Britain across the
Atlantie; he will probably conelude that anhy
mafluence of this kind has been r.cent and of no -
- great importance. He will look “to the Noith Sea
and the English Channel as t= . two chief avenues
- of approach.. He will bear in nind, however, the.
-~ possibility that mariness- co-sting - the western
- shores of Europe may have re-ched JIreland and
the ‘southern-shor’s of lbngldnd or, continuing to -
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hixé,r thé_ coasf_ ﬂh_féaching'Cﬂfnwall. o* Waies, inaiﬁ -
have passed north s “ar as the Hebrides or the
Orkney and Shetlar(d Islands, . S

" On making a preliminar+ survey he wil find a

most disappointing umformity in the socjal organi-
- sation upon which the ethnclogical analysis of his B
~own country has been largely based, and he will

~ therefore decide to turn his attention in the first

~ place to language.  _ ~

- -

TE ANALYSIS OF LANGUAGS

- The first rough survey will show the ~vide presence

- -of one language spoken with a ‘ugh degree of

"uncormity amcng the ruling classe: and with great —

~ dialectical variation among the .aled.. especially .
among those who follow the >ccupation of agri-

~culture.  Inf the western and northern parts of the-
islands he will find another group of languages widely
different from ary he had met on the Continent;
excep. in Brittany, though Witl; certain noints of
similarity to other of the con.ine~.al languages, -
He finds these aberrant forms ~f “peech in’ the

~ #snountainous distriets of Scotland, in Ireland, .nd

in Wales. while the place-names of Cornwall show -

‘that people speaking a language of this fawiiy

- _Imust have had a vast influence in this-outlying -
“corner ﬂjf Great Britain, It is just possible that he L
may be so foriuate as to meet some old man
‘who when a boy s)oke to Dolly Pentreath before -

~the last speaker »f the Cornish language was

~ interred in a grave~ard.o. Penzance. - R
" He wll note that these languages, which the ..

‘more educatad- ot the people c.u Celtic, fall ke

— — - . £

- —

-
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~two distipet famlhes.._ He .wil be especlaﬂy
‘iaterested in their evidener o1 th~ interchange of
< p” and *“ q " with which hC is already familiar
- as_oue of the most us€tul linguistic distinctions of
Melanesm * His familiarity with this criterion
will at once lead him o assign these two branches
“of "the Celtic tongue to different sources, which he
will speak of as the “p’° people and the “q”
T<-ple. The geographical position of these lan-:
guages 1n districts most remote from: the main
“direction ot mIgratmn wﬂl lead hin. t¢ the view
that <he “p? and “ q” peoples-represent early
Inhabitants wh™ have only been able to préserve=
~ their language in the mountainous regions of-ihe
. Western and no.thern parts of Great Britain and
1= the reaote Irelard.  This distribution will lead
Aim to formulate the working hypothesis that the
Ceitic languages belong to an carly period of
Pritish history, and represent the language either
- of early immigrants or of the aboriginal inhabitants.
The existeice »f .wo distinct branches of the
| famd; “Hvill uvﬂum h1m to the former of thegq
~altehatives.
~ On turning his attention to the more WIder
“Guiased lansuage, he will find that it has a complex
character” and can’ be analysed ’nto two chief
_“components, one resembling the lan ruage France
and more remotely those of Spalr; Portugal, “Italy,
- ahd Rumania, while the othe clement bears the
”'closesu aﬂimty to the Ia.nguige:, of - Holland,

* R I-I CUdI‘lI‘lgtﬂu, Thﬂ Melunﬂsm; ' rnguagee Oxfﬂrd 1885

- K. W, H. R. RWEI‘E, Phe I:fistﬂ‘l‘y of Mela *smn -umety, vul ,
P' 4'?9
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Scandinavia, ana Germany. On epplying the
- priuciple of clase ascocintion, he will tind that the
speech. of the ruling classes especially shows this
- complex character, while th” dialects of the-subject
agricultural population .are largely free from the
features which have appaxently been derived from
France, their vocabulary consisting chiefly of |
-words of the kind he will assume to Have come
- across tue North Sea.. In the easter~ districts-.
‘ Scotland ard-in *he Orkney and Shetlgnd Islands
s he will finl = especially close relation to Scandi- -
navia; but will he puzzled by the presence Ta all
parts of Scotland of terms for certa™n objests, such.
as " carafe,” ugreeing so exactly with words of -
France that he will conclude they Jre derived from -
some French influence of a kind different from- _
and” probably later than, that which gave its-
French characters to the dominant language of
England. Applying his class criterion in the samz
~way us.in Melanesia, he will assume *heai of the
two elements mto which the Eugli<’i longuage can
“be analysed that allied to Frencl;, being eéfeggiall){
prominent in the language of the ruling classes, is -
the later- and the other element the earlier. o

L . —

THe Toreg MaiNn BrLEmeNTS 1IN BrTISH
- e - CULTURE. |
He “will thus vcach a provisional scheme in -
‘which Great Brita.~ and Ireland had been reached
by three main im migrant waves, the earlicst of
- which-had itself a loukl. character. He will find-
it convenient to bave names for the earriers of the -
_ three languages.. In M-<lanesia he- has beccune

- "_“
: - e,
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ﬂccustﬂmed t use names, already mentmned taken
from the substances by whizh che people stimulate
their mental activity. When speaking of the .
hvpothetical peoples \'ho have entered into the
-~ composition of his own race, he 1s accustomed to
speak of the kava-people-and the betel-people. It
“will therefore be natural to him to look to similar
substances as the source of names for the con-
sotuent elerients in the population of Sritain.
He will find one drink widely Ciffusel «nd used
“by all classes, but the Celtic origin « ./ tiic word by
whick it Is ur wersa,lly known and the association -
- of its two varic ies with Scotland and Ireland will
~ leamﬁim to connect it with the earliest stratum of
- the population.” He will avoid all the sources of
“eonfusion from whizh we suffer so badly when we
Aalk of the Celts by adopting the term “ whisky-
- poopic ” for the carliest group of settlers to which

k=s analysis has led him. In seek*ng names for the =

two - lattr *mmigrant peoples he will note “that,
" though the us- of beer is widespread, it is the -
chief, and often the only, drink of the lower,. and
"espbmally of the aglicultural, classes, while the
use of wine is definitely confined to ‘the ruling
 crasses. He will therefore be led to use the terms
~ “ beer-pedple ’ and ** wine- people.” for ‘the ele-.
~-ments of the pnpu]a,tmn which we ire acc istomed
~ to call Anglo-Saxon and Norman = He: wili decide, ~
'at any rate pmvmmually, to use the terms -
Whlaky people,” * beer-peop e,” and © wine-
meople”’ for the three mui» czemnents to which he
~ 1135 been led by hy~ phllulﬁgmal apalym&

——
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B - Terms OF RELATIONSHIP, = = -
;I believe that "my Melanesian ethnologist,
~ through 'the study of the ¢! iments of cultrre asso-
- clated with ‘the ruled .and ruling classes, would
be able to discover in laroe measure the nature of
the relations betwegn the three peoples. 1 must
. content, myself with an example fromZa subjeet:
which tukes the foremost place amor™ the inst> .-
ments o. ¢*hnolCgical analysis in Melanésia.  On
studying ThT. British terms of rclationship, our ”
dark-skinned eihnologist would find “hat they fall
- definitely into two groups. Certs'in terms, such -
as” “ather, mother, brother, and sister, . evidently
- belong to the beer-people, while {he words uncle, -
. aunt, and cousin are as eviden:ly derived rrom th=
 language of the later wine-people. He will_be at-
first puzzled by the terms for relatives sepalatca .
by two gemeraticns which consist of words of tlhc
beer-peaple, modified by the piefix grrnd:, seem-
ingly derived from the wine-people.  “hese terms
helong to the descriptive class, wiick always forms' .
a difficult problem, and my Melanesian philologist |
will for-thé present put them on one side. Con-
. fining his attention to the other terms, he win
__ conclude that the relationships of uncle, wunt, and
" cousin avg deno ed by words bclonging to the wine- . .
- people because ti:’s people produced some modifica-
- tion in the social urder which led to the need for —
- new terms for thowe relationships, ‘As his pre-
- Judice against prirted locuments forbids him to -
- bave recourse to the Anglo-Sgxon language, -he
- will be driven to help ~f othes kinds. He il

—

-
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_remember h- vw g been greatly 1mpressed by a
feature of the nomenclatre of relationship in.
Germany, a country .where che beer-people are
;_pteﬂomﬁiﬁnt He hac found in general use two
~words - for uncle, *“ Oheim” and ** Onkel,”” the
;' latter of which is eviuently the French word with’
‘very slight disguise. There were also.two words
for aunt,” “Tante’? and “ Base,” though the.
“n*er word “is often apphf-d to other 1.latives.
Here, again, one word is evid2 _,j;l_y“Flench in .
origin, and in correspondence with 5 e¢xperience
in thC British-Tsles he had found #'iat these words
allied to-Frene,: were especially prominent in the

language of the.ruling and moré cultured clacses.
‘He had also found, when talking to some.-of the
‘elder. plople of Cermany, that ““Base” was
-espec:ally used for the father’s sister, who was -
tTnus distinguished in nomenclature from the
rmother’s sister, for wlom there was a different
tesm—*"Mrhme.”” Similarly, he had -~ found,

though moce .-rely, that some old people used
the word “ Ohewn™ especially for the mother’s
D.I‘D.,her and callcd the father’s brother  Vetter,”
a word used by the majority of the populetion for
fne cousin.®  Among these old people of Germany
the Melanesian philologist had thus found the’
"distinction in nomenclature betwe 2n the father’s
‘brother and the mother’s brother, and between the
“father’s sister and the mother’s siscer, which is so
funcamental a feature of his owr system of kinship.
Smce the older German w.rds a: evidently related

_ f I am mdehted ta ‘rofessor Bren* for valuatle mfnrmat*:m'_‘
cunch.rnmg the us- uf these termc. . . |

. -
—_ =
-~ . .
LI ] . 'i'.. - —
—
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- tc the laﬁglq"agé of *he beer-peop.: ¢ Britain, he
‘will infer that at one titae this people distinguished
the brother and sister of the “ather from the brother
and sister of the mother. e will assume “hat the
‘existing language of Creat_Britain denotes the.
uncle and aunt by terms~derived from the speech
of the wine-people because the older distinction
becamefmeaningless as the result of charges in the_
social orger brought alFout by the influ :nce of £ Tse
settlers. In, oxing to social changes coming about
~unider the nfl rence of the wine-pcople, the older”
distinetion bec.me meaningless, .7 would be
natural that ncw terms for relatives, “ormerly

- distinguished but now classed together, should be
taken from the language of the immigrant people. -
by whose influence the change had bcen made.
In Melanesia the distinction of the brother and”
sister of the father from the brother and sister of
the mother is ciosely connected with the clan-
organis¢ tion, and my Melanesian ethn lcgist cun-
not but regard these features of ovr nomenclature
of relationship as evidence of a claii-organisation
as part of the social system ot the beer-peopl=
which dizappeared under the influence of the wihe-
immigrants. He will find support for this early
existence of a ~lan system in the presence of an -
organisation, t ough of a very aberrant kmmd,
which goes by this name in Scotland, and he will
detect some traces of a similar organisation in
Ireland under the e of ¢ sept.” Moreover, he
will note the rare ¢ 2eur_cuce in Ergland of a word™
- #b,” probably-related to th ¢ sept ' of the -
- Irish, which is used In i, mAnner vrry sugges.ive

.
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“of the wide ex’ ension nf rela* lﬂHShlp which IS “S0
charactemstm of the CIELH-G;gdHISutIDH '
‘This- brief illustra*ion "by means of certain
feature. of our own language is exactly on the
spame lines as those_ whi~h 1 have used in my
analysis of Melancsian “culture. You will have -
- noted that the processes inferred by the Melanesian
" _ e-hnologirt, such as the timc-order assigned to the
‘tha. ~ chief constituent clemmnts in the population,
~are as we- know them to have-heen f{rom “our
‘documents, and when our cthnole /ist overcomes
his horror of “‘terary sources he will find that the
words of thce Anglo-Saxon language denoting
Kinship. exactly correspond with his hypothesis.
“ _The documents of_ this language will show that
those who =poke it distinguished the brother and .
~sister of the father from the brother and sister of
the mother, just as he had been led to infer from
-camparlmn with the linguistic variations of Ger-
many. ZI. ~ill fiad even that the name’ which,
following tuc 1. shion of Melanesian cthnology, he
Jas chosen for the three hypothetical pmplcs
correspc}nd with the truth, whisky, beer, and wine
~ being -the characteristic beverages of the people
-~ we are accastomed to call Celtie, AngIﬂ-Saxcm, and
. Norman. |

-

o

| Revicron. . |

It would hardly be fair to “zive only this com-
paratively easy and straight rward example of
the process of e*hnologicul ara ysis. I should like
" bilefly to relate . more diffieulr example, one-in

which the M lanesian ethnologist may be in great
. o B | s : - .= ;

—_— -
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~ danger of going astray. When he turas his atten-.
~ tion to religion “he w'll find . thut the Roman
2. Catholie cult Is especial'y strong in those parts of
- Ireland where the old language is spoken, and that:
this form of religion oceurs }vide'fy in the moun-="
 tainous districts of Scotlamd, where another variant
. of the ancient language is spoken. He mmay be-
- Ied to connect the Roman Catholic religion with
the “ q ""branch of the~carly inhabitay. ‘s, _He >
be puzzled ~to_find that in Wales the” Roman
Catholic refigic a is not only absent, but that. the
" _religious beliefs »f the peopie are ip~the livetiest
- opposition -to it, while in England Xoman~Cathol-
- 1cisfil oceurs among the ruling classés rather than”
.. among the ruled. He will finé thiat so=e 6f the
most - powerful of the ruling fumilies of kngland -
- practise the religion. which has close ties with_the -
religion of Ttaly. On the other hand, the strong
“Roman Catholicism of Brittany will again suggest
- the conrection of this form ﬂf_rrelig_iqr“ ~ith the
early inhabitants, but in this case-witl, the “p” -
“branch of this people. He will be stil more puzzled _
by finding that one section of tfc aominant Church-
~of Englard, which is espectally associated with the
ruling classes, practises a ritual and hoMs beliefs.
hardly to be distinguished from those of Roman
" Catholicism, thu apparently confirming the evi--
dence already coliccted which seemed to connect
this form of religior with the wine-people. All
_ these anomalies of - ‘stribution will prevent him
from adopting the conel=< on, to which he was at
first inclined, that-the Roman (; tholic religion =3

E ] -
- -

connected ‘with the carter -inhabitents” of tle
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- islands, and he mll turn to the prmclple of organic -
connection in “order to clear vp the difficiuties
expnsmi- by the study-ﬂf distrioution. He will find

~that a ‘anguage which seems to be an archaic form

‘of the speech ot Italy is.used in the verbal ritual
of the Roman Catholic (iurch of Great Britain and -

Ireland- and the comparative study of ecclesmsttcal
-srehitectir will also correct his first tendency to
a-~ign s0 ea.ly a date to thés form of religion. His
Melanesmﬂ expericnee will have led ,Lim to attach

~ immenseimportance to the conservs isi of religious

- ritual, and t7e use of what he wcald call an Italic
language as the medium of Roman Catholic ritual

“will lead him to connect this form of religion with -
the wme—peame, o conclusion supported by the -
use of wine in the central mystery of the religion. .

‘Moreover, on inquiry, he will find that the
verbal ritual of the Church of England is in
many _respects identical with~ that of Roman
Catholicis n~ excipt that English is used as the:
medium i, place of the archaic Italian.« Inquiry

.will show that the very puzzling resemblance in

.the manual ritual, and especially in the vestments,
_of one section of the dominant church’is-the result
“of 2 mov-ment which has taken place within the
memory of living inhabitants. He will have no
-hesitation in correeting his earlies ; impression, and -
~conclude that the Roman Cathosie religion belongs
to the latest, and not to the-eariiest, of the three
main migrations into Great J ritain. | |

——
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Tae MaTturr ofF Hisrogry.

B | must be content w.th these examples of the
method of ethnﬂlﬂgmal analysis, by mcins of-
which I believe that it is- possible to formulate the
past history of a people who have no literary
documents. I may now consider brleﬂy/];w'? such
a view of “ history ” differs from t}<C discipling
~ which orginarily bears~that name. 1 may rer
first to its geme=alised, impersonal, an? even, in
many cases, it abstract character as cnmpared
with the concreteaess of the history wich is based
on llterary documents. Such a history as4hat of
Melanesia hardly contains a personal name_a
hardly an account of transacfions=taka place
between persons to which any historicakvalue can
be attached. Reecn* investigation has shown the
historicity of persons of Egypt and Crete who were_
once- supposed to be wholly mythical, and.it 1S
possible That the persons of th{ rude lbgﬁnds of
Melanesia once rcally existed, and.that some day
we may be able to assign to them transictions which
are inferred thmugh the method of ethnnlﬂgmal
analysis. ~ This is unlikely, however, and it is
possible that, except in the case of quite recent
events, we shall always have to be content with
a history devoid of transactions between persons

to whom we can r~1er by name.

—

F

C1-. onoLOGY.

Another difference-hetwicn ethnolegy and history
1s in-the natur~ of their-chronology. It will alread?
have becﬂme ‘apparent thht the meth~d- of ethne-

i,
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lngxcal analysr 18 la,rgely concerned with wha* 1
may call relative chronoloy as Gistinguished rrom
absolute or numerichl cl. rmml{}gy One of the
-chief ¢.ms of the investigator 1in the examples 1
have given has been to -place events in chrono-
logical order, but in tlis study he is satisfied if
he sucoeeds in reaching conclusions which enable
am to «ay" that one influence or one form of
cu tom_ or institution preceded or- succeeded
another 1ir order of time. Taken.alone, without
the aid of llterary remains, the m tnod of ethno-
Iﬂglﬂal anal sis is helpless before the task of
formulcting a numerical chronology. It is unpable
| wy whether an influence reached Melanesia, or
whetiray Zn i-stitttion arose as the result of that
influence, -1 thousand years before or a thousand
‘years after the central point-of our own chrono-
logical system. It 1s another matter, however,
when _we bring the results “reached by the
Loaided method _ of cthnological analjsis into
relatjon with those due to the study of literary
documents. -

DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD. -

L

I will give an cxample from Melancsia. The
distribution of the practice of cremation in this
“region and the nature of the cu toms with which
it is associated lead mc to place 1, among the latest
elements of culture which “reached that region
betore our own arrival. [ we can assign an.
approximate date to tiis intraduction, we shall be -
wrovided with ¢ later limit for-all the moverments
earlier thar that vhici-brought the ‘practice OE
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~ cremation. 1t is fairly certain tht all the main~
influences which"_have reached _Melanesia havé
come from Indonesia, ¢ have passed through this
region, to which we must_therefore look for light.
concerning chronology. - the. Indonesian evidence
points to cremation having been . brought-from
India, almost certainly by the migration »'.uch we
know from literary sourccs to have .aken place
about the4ifth and si»*h centuries of our_era.~ 1f
this be accedted. we can place the intreGuction of
“eremation wtc Melanesia as later than the sixth
century A.D. 1. is thcrciore probab™e that inter-
ment in the sitting position and mummification of
the~cad, which the process of cthnological analysi‘.
assigns to earlier immigrant irfluerne, t50a place
before this datc. One consideratior- however,
introduces an clement of doubt. Literary evidence
tells us with great probability when cremation
reached Indonesm, but it C&Hﬂﬂt tell us when 1t
set out~upon its further jour‘ey to Mr-lanesi..
We have evidence that movements of calture were
still in progress when we first became acquamnted.
with Melanesia, and are indécd contmulng their
progresssup to the present time. It 1s possible
~-though, for rcasons I cannot consider-now, it is
unlikelv—that the practicc of cremation may not
have passed int”™ Mclanesia until centuries after.a®
had become a sefaled feature of Indonesian culture.
It is further possible that there may have been a
~similar delay in tlhc transmission of some of the'
earlier cultures. Ve cZhot conclude that every’
element of eulture which reacheq Indonesia befc e
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~sremation passe 1 on to Melanesia before the intm-i
uuction of this pethod of dispcsing of the uead
into Indonesia. : |

-

THE INEXACTNESS F PREDOCUMENTARY
d1sm0oRY.

.1 hte dealt at .length with the feature of.
_chironology Tecause it furnishes a good example
of “he inexactness which m»st probably-aiways be
a feature L * the history which is canakle of formu-
“lation without the aid of literary records. This
torm of histol 7 must always be on oroad lines. and
.will fail-to deal with the personal relations which
wive to the study of history so mucn of its intevest
and cuooo-. ¥t may be noted, however, that the
general terdency or recent movements in history
_has been in this direction. Every year more and
.more attention is being paid to the history of
mbtlfutmns and ideas, while the personal relations
a1 1 deta’ls of the “ransactions between ind*viduals
and nation. are_coming teo be of less intcrest in
themselves, a1 are regarded as material by which
broader and more general issuies can be reached.
If ethnﬂlﬂglcal analysis of the Kind I haveatt tempted
to describe 1s deemed worthy of being admitted as
an instrument of history, and its conclusions worthy
cf a place among its data, it wi'l only serve to
_accentuate a movement which .is alrcady evident
in the recent progress of the subject. I have
_SuppﬂSEd that a relative ab:r >-ice of definiteness
-must always be-a featur ~f the history of peoples
- w. 0 have no witten records, but it must be

ea—— —

rel 1emberer3 that the who'e  movement is at present
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very young, and that the- methm yof ethnologmal""
analysis of rude ‘..ulture», as I have described it, is
not yet twelve years old, arad that even this brief
life has been rudely chequered by the lo#es and.
accidents of war. It muy be that I have been
unduly deprecia,tnry, and that the new movement,
going hand in hand with archaology ir;ﬂz"'i:h the
older methods of history, may be ffungd capable.
of far gr,ca’fer exactnes™ than I have sapposed.~~ 1t
18 certamly "tn{-hearly to estimate howZreat may
be its contrlﬂu*mn to our knmwledge Df the past

_l'—

MAITLAND AND ETHNOLOGY. .

It is mterestmg to note how closely the i
here put forward concerning tFe akure” & erhno:
logical research agree with those of the late Pro-
fessnr Maitiand, especially as expressed in his paper

““ The Body Politic.”’* In that essay Maltla,nd
stated his belief"that “ by and by anthro ﬁp.oln%z_
will have the choice between jbeing Hissory aia
being nothing.”t Morecover, hg illustrates his
theme by the same examples as tlkose chosen by.
myself, and objects, just as 1 Dave done, to the
assumption that there has been a universal order
of development from mother-right to father-right.
The school of ethnologists to which I belpng, whose
attitude I have ’“trled to illustrate, have made th>
choice which Martland predicted.- | —

* Collecied Papers, GCambridge (1011), vol. iii., p. 85,
+ Op. cit., p. 205. 41

!f
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