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PREFACE

Tae history of the Madras Buropean Regiment,
néw the 1st Battalion the Royal Dublin Fusiliers,
from its inception in 1644 to the year 1842, was
most ably written by the late General Neill ol the
regiment from official recordls, the journals of General
Stringer Lawrence, its first Colonel, {from Ormes’
‘History of India,” and other reliable sources; but
the work in question, cﬂonsisting ag 1t doeg ol but
one chapter containing no less than 575 pages, with
the leaves undated, and ,containing much unnecces-
sary detail, it has occurrdd to the wriler and to
many others, that without any departure from its
historical facts the time has arrived for a more
modern and less prolix rendering; consequently,
the new volume is wrilten with the sole object of so
arranging the chapters and dates that the services
of the battalion, extending over a period of nearly
two centuries, may be presented in a clear and
readable form.

In fighting the battles of their native land, the
Royal Dublin Fusiliers,» under that and former
designations, have ever been famous for their valour
and fortitude, having borne a distin{uished part in
almost every service in Asia and Africa, where British
troops have been engaged.
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The services of the regiment are therefore placed
on record in order that the inheritors of its fame
may [or all time bear in grateful memory it% gallant
exploits, which in so large a degree have.conduced
to the civilisation, peace, and seou:ri’[&Q of millions
ol His Imperial Majesty’s subjects. -

The names of Stringer Lawrence, Clive, Dalton,
Caillaud, Joseph Smith, Malecolm, Munro, and many
others are well known to history, but there still
remains a long list of heroes, both amongst officers
and men, whose actlonsewere as noble and whose
endurance was as great, though their valorous
deeds have not been so prominently recorded.

The history of the cqrps between the years
1644 and 1842 is the histony of the British Empire
in India during that period, and to the officers and
men ol the regiment a zecord of its deeds cannot
but prove highly interesting and instructive, con-
taining as it does the services of one of the oldest
corps in the British Army, and one in which so
many illustrious and great characters belonging to

it have taken part.
G. J. Haroourz.

CAMBRRLEY, SURROY,
October 1900,
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RECORDS

OF THE

FIRST BATTALION THE ROYAL DUBLIN
FUSILIERS

CHAPTER 1

N the month of March '1644 thirty recruits landed at
Tort St. George, M&di"gas, from Lngland, and in the
following year twenty mose arrived; these formed the
nucleus of a body of men subsequently divided
into seven independent companies of 100 moen
each, commanded by ensigng, and known unii the year
1748 ag the * Madras Huropeans.’

In addition to garrisoning the different factories
on the Coromandel coast, detachmonts of the corps
were sent from Fort bt. George to the factories alt Bantam,
Java, Priaman, and Formosa. These factories were either
fortifications, or structures sufficiently strong to afford pro-
tection from the dangers congtantly threatened hy the
rapacity of the native princes in whose terrilories they were
situated. .

In 16568 Fort St. George wag raiged to the rank
of a Presidency ; and from the earliest times tho
troops of the Hagt India Company were armeé\disciplined,

clothed, and accoutred after the fashion of the Royal
Army.

1644

1648

1653



2 RECORDS OF THE FIRST BATTALION

In 1665 & company consigted of 100 men,
sixty of whom were armed with muskets, ten with
light firelocks, and thirty with long pikes who formed in the
centre on each side of the colours; each soldier carried a
sword, and those with firearms a dagger,” the handle of
which wag made to fit, when required, into the mwuzzle of

the musket.
In 1676 the soldiers’ pay was fixed at the rate

of £1 1s. per mensem in full, for provisions ai?d

necessaries of every deseription.
During the year 1677 the great Mahratta

16717 General Sivajee thmeatened Madras, but retirved
after taking Gingee and Nellore from the Nawab of the
Carnatic, leaving the bulk of his army behind with strict
orders to surprise and plunder Madras on the firgt favourable
opportunity. At the same timé the seaport of Pondicherry,
soventy-five miles south of Mq:dr&s, was congigned to the

French by Aurungzebe, the Bmperor of Delh.
In 1682, European interlopers having threatened

1682 the agent of the English factory at Hoogly neax
Caleutta, an engign of tried courage and thirty soldiers of
the corps were sent from Ilort St. George for hig protection,

and were the first British soldiery sent to Bengal.
In 1686 bayonets were introduced. The captains

1686 carried a pike, the lieutenants partisang, the ensigns
half-pikes, and the serjeants halberds ; all in addition wore
gwords.

In thig year, algo, England declared war against the
Nawab of Dacca, in Bengal; a fleet of ten ships wag dis-
patched under Captain Nicholson, and was joined by a
detachment of the Madras Europeans from Madras, as,
also, a corapahy of the corps from Priaman, gituated on
the island of Sumalra, which place was garrisoned by
300 men of the corps, and mounted forty-nine guns.

1665

16'76
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A severe action ensued at Hoogly, in which the Nawab’s
troops were defeated, sixty being killed and many wounded ;
a, hattery of eleven guns was carried by the British, and

the town was bombarded and destroyed.
This was the fwst aclion fought by the British in Bengal.

The English settlement was then moved towards what 1s
now Caleutta, where shortly afterwards it was agam attackod
by the Nawab; the chief, Mr. Job Charnock, making a gallant
defence, repulsing the repeated assaults of the Nawab’s
troops, and eventually storming and capturing their forts at
Tanna and Injellee.

During 1688-89 the Jfactory of Vizagapatam in
1888 41 Northern Circars, garrisoned by a detachment
1689 of the corps, was surprised by one of the Emperox
Aurungzebe’s armies, every person belonging to it being
killed. Inm 1689, also, Fort St. David, ninety miles south
of Madras, was established.

During 17038-4 Madras was besieged by the
Mahomedans, but they were repulsed by the
oarrison.

In 1708 pikes were abolished, and evory soldier was
armed with a musket, bayonet, and sword; the officers
and non-commissioned officers in addition to thoir swords
carried, the former gpontoons, the latter halberds.

The ammunition was carried in a leather pouch suspended
by a broad buff belt over the left shoulder, and hanging
over the left hip; the bayonet and sword were attached
on the left side to a broad huff waist belt.

In June 1741 a large Mahratta army besieged
Fort St. George, but atter a short investment they
withdrew. In Decomber, however, they returned, but were
driven back.

In 1745 war wag declared benween\]é‘.ngland
and France. In July an English squadron of four

1703
1704

1744

1745



4 RECORDS OF THE FIRST BATTALION

small ships under Commodore Barnet appeared on the
Coromandel Coast and landed a few recruits at Dort St.
George. The garrison of Pondicherry at this time amounted -
to 486 French soldiers, that of the KEnglish at Forts BSf.
George and St. David to about 150 men ddch.

In August 1746, the French army having in-
creased to nearly 8,000 men, the Marquis Dupleix,
tho I'rench Governor-General, resolved, in the absence of
the British fleet, to lay siege to Fort St. George, and to
accomplish this he digpatched M. Labourdonais from
Pondicherry by sea with 1,100 French soldiers, 400 Caffirs,
400 sepoys, and 2,000 Frerch seamen.

The bombardment was kept up for three days, from ne
7th to the 10th of September, when the fort being un-
tenable surrendered, with a logs to the detachment of the
corps In garrison, consisting of about 200 men, of seven
killed and wounded, and Madras was given up, after having
been in the possession of the British for upwards of one
hundred years. The Company’s troops were made prisoners
of war, but the majority of the officers and several of the
men contrived to make their escape to Fort St. David,
which on the surrender of Madras became tho soat of
government.

On the 9th of December a Fronch force of 1,700 men,
almogt entirely Europeans, of whoin [ifty were cavalry, two
companies of Caffirs, six field-pieces, and six mortars,
appeared belore Fort St. David, and regularly invested it,
The garrison, consisting of less than 200 men of the corps,
agsisted by some 2,000 badly armed and undigeiplined
natives, sallied out and drove the enemy back several miles,
with a logs to the French of 150 men.

Another unsuccessful attack was made by the
‘ench (who continued the investment) on the 19th
of February 1747, when the garrison, having been reinforced

1746

1747
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by twenty recruits from England, marched out and gave
them battle ; twelve English and twenty-two French were
killed, and on the appearance of an English squadron in
the offing the siege was raised. The squadron landed 100
Buropean recruis, and shortly after 100 more men
arrived from the Bombay Huropeans (now our second
battalion), a regiment raised by Kmg Charles II in 1661,
which landed m India 1 1662, and was transferred to the
Bast India Company in 1668.

Barly in 1747 Mzr., afterwards Lord Clive of Plassey, who
also had escaped from Madras after its surrender, oblained
a commission as ensign in the eoxps, which he at once joined,
#=9 assisted in the defence of Fort St. David.

During this year the strength of the corps was
500 non-commissioned officers and men, and when
the different companies were formed into a regular battalion
a grenadier company was established. The men of the
battalion, with the exception of the grenadiers, ceaged to
wear swords, and the officers carried, in addition to their
swords, light fusils ; the serjeants, halberds.

1’748
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CHAPTER II

AJOR KNIPE, the commander of the garrisom ir
Fort Bt. George, had died in May 1748, and after
much delay the Court of Directors on the 17th of December
1746 gelected Captamn Stringer Lawrence, of the 14th Regi-
ment of Doot, to succesd him, with a salary of £25 @,
year. Captain Lawrence was a distinguished officer who had
seen much service mn Spain and the Low Countries, and
had been present during the rebellion of 1745 as adjutant
to Lord Tyrawly. On the 18th February 1747, at the
age of forty-nine years, he took the usual oath and sailed
for India in the Winchelsee, with the rank of major.
In January 1748 Major Lawrence, having with
1748 him 150 recruilg, landed at Fort St. David, then
momentarily expeeting an atlack from the French ; he at
once commoncod 1o reorganige the seven independent com-
panics of which the corps was then composed into an
adminigtrative regiment, to be known for the next hundred
vears ag the ‘ Madras Furopean Regiment,’ and became its
firgt colonel, retaining, however, the command and emolu-
monts of one of the companies, viz. the grenadiers. In
the following year (1749) the Bombay corps, now our second
battalion, was also made a régular regiment.
In June, M. Dupleix, the French Governor-General,
made another attempt against Cuddalore (a fortified town
near KFor t. David), and on the 17th sent 800 I'rench

soldiers and 1,000 sepoys to attack it ; but they were repulsed




MAJOR-GENERAL STRINGER LAWRENCE
The Regiment's fiist Colonel, 1748

(From an Ol Pawntug by S J Reynolda, vn the nossession of the OMental Club,
Hanover Square)
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with loss by the corps under Lawrence, the enemy never

halting until within the boundary hedge of Trichinopoly.
On the 29th July Admiral Boscawen arrived with

1,200 infantyy soldiers, voluntcers from various regimonts
in England, and 200 Royal Artillerymen ; and on the 8ih
August the forces under Major Lawrence, consisting of 400
men of the Madras Huropean Regiment, 70 artillerymeoen,
300 topasses (half-castes), 127 Huropean volunteers, and 2,000
sepSys; joined those of the Admiral and marched to the
siege of Pondicherry. Wilh marines, sailors, and a Duteh
contingent from Negapatam, the Huropean rank and file
amounted to 8,720 men. Lawtence’s authority extended
to the Company’s troops alone, and they formed but a fifth

of the whole force, not counting sepoys.
The whole of the operations by land and sea were In

Boscawen’s hands, and the subsequent miscarriage of
affairs was aseribed to his ignorance of land warfare.

At the attack on the fort of Arriancopang, two miles
from Pondicherry, the sailors were struck with panic at tho
sight of the enemy’s cavalry and fled, and the panic com-
municated itgelf to the rest of the {roops. Lawrence, who
commanded 1w the trenches, disdained to fly, was made a
prisoner, and taken into Pondicherry. On the 80th August
Boscawen broke ground before Pondicherry; two sorlies
were made by the garrison, in repelling which the Madras
Furopean Regiment inflicted a severe logs on the enemy,
and FEnsign Clive particularly distinguished himself. On the
oth October Boscawen was compelled to raige the siego,
having lost 1,000 of the Europeans of his force. The French
lost 300 men only. In November news arrived of the
cessation of arms in Europe, and Lawrence was released
and permitted to return to Fort St. David on perole pending
the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, which restored Madra® to the
English.

B 2
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. Boscawen, burning to retrieve hig disaster,
1739 determined to agsist the Prmce of Tanjore (who
was under the Bast India Company’s protection) against -
the French. He, consequently, al the end of March 1749
<ent o force of 480 men of the Madras Emopeazn Regiment,
with 1,000 sepoys and a small siege train, under Captain
Cope of the regiment, againgt Devi Cottah; but after a
series of blundering operations Cope was glad to make his
way back to Fort St. David. A second expedition, however,
was entrusted to Major Lawrence. This time success
crowned our efforts, and it was on this occasion that Clive
came prominently under Tmwrence's notice. A breach had
heen made, and Clive volunteered to lead the storming party ;
unfortunately, the sepoys of hig detachment held back, which
resulted in the little party of the corps with him being cut
to pieces by the snemy’s cavalry, Clive himself being the
only one who escaped. Lawrence at once made a second
aasault at the head of the whole regiment, together with a
detachment of the Bombay Furopean Regiment, and 500
sopoys, and Devi Cottah fell with a loss of 300 fo the
enemy. Devi Cottah was then ceded to the English.

Tn August 1749 the English received back Madras from
the French, but meanwhile, n the previous July the English
decided to assist Mahomed Ali (known also as ‘Wallajah '),
the Nawab of the Carnatic, who was besieged at Trichi-
nopoly by the French protégé, Chunda Sahib, and a strong
French foree. -Accordingly, 120 men of the corps, with
«ome officers, were sent to assigh in the defence of that

fortress. .
Tn September 1749 many of the survivors of the force

Boscawen had brought from JHngland volunteered for the
corps, ag algp eleven officers, amongst whom were John
Daltonend James Kilpatrick, who subsequently greatly
distinguished themselves in India.
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In February 1750 Lawrence marched to Pondi-
1750 cherry with 600 men of the corps to the assistance
of the Soobah of the Deccan, who was opposed to the French
and their nominee to the Soobahship, Moozufler Jung (and
also Chunda Sahils; their nominee to the Carnatic), and halted
at Villanoze, where he was declared generalissimo by the
Soobah. The armies of the rival Soobahs, aided respectively
by the French and English, came into action on the
folldwing day. Before a shot was fired on either side
M. D’Auteuil, the French commander, sent a message to
Lawrence acquainting him ‘ that although the two battalions
(French and English) were engaged in different causes, yet
it was not his design that any Furopean blood should be
spilt, but as he did not know the post of the British battalion,
should any of his shot come that way he could not be blamed.’
Lawrence replied °that he had the honour of carrying
the English colours on his flag gun, which, if he pleased to
look out for, he might know from thence where the English
were posted, but if any shots came that way, he might be
assured he would return them.” Soon alter, a shot wasg fired
over the battalion, when three guny were ingtantly ordercd
to answer 1t, and Lawrence himself saw that they wero well
pointed. M. D’Auteuil geeing that Lawrence was not to be
trifled with, and fearing the result of an action, retired
during the night, and left eleven pieces of heavy artillery
behind him. During this affair the corps was not engaged,
but 1t heroically saved the abandoned French gunners
from being cut to pieces by their enemies.
1781 .Irf January 1751 .Oaptain Cope wag gent to
Trichmopoly with 280 men of the corps and 800
sepoys. Madura was at that time in open revolt, and
Captain Cope marched from Trichinopoly to reduce 1t, with
150 of the corps, one battering gun, three field-pigges, and
two cohorng, accompanied by 600 of Mahomed Ali’s cavalry.
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An mmmediate attack on Madura was ordered ; the first
wall was passed, and although the storming party had sor
difficulty in dispatchmg several of the enemy clothed 1 -
complete armour, yet the bayonet prevailed, the bieach
was mounted, and the parapet gamed ; but owﬁlg to certain
obstacles placed by the enemy m the ditech between the
outer and mner wallg through which they could thrust their
long pikes, nearly every man who mounted wag severely
wounded ; and, in addition, the troops were expoged to-the
fire of some 4,000 matchlockmen. Ninety of the corps
bemg killed or wounded, and 1t being found impossible to
advance further, the attack was relinquished, and Captam
Cope, after destroymg his batterng gun, returned to
Trichmopoly.

At this tume mtelligence was received that Chunda Sahib

and the French were on thewr march from Aicot to besiege
Trichmopoly, so that 1 April 1751, 450 of the corps (50

mounted as dragoons), 100 Caffirs, and 1,000 sepoys, with
elght field-pieces, agsembled at Fort St. David under Captain
de Gingens, and in the following month bemg jomed
by Mahomed Al’s troops to the number of 600 horse
and 1,000 peons, marched to Verdachellum, which surren-
dered. Leaving there 80 of the corps and 50 sepoys ags a
garrigon the force marched westwards, and bemng jomed by
an additional 100 men of the coips sent out by Captam Cope
from Trichmopoly, together with 2,000 horse and 2,000 foot
belonging to the Nawab Wallajah, arnved at Volecondah,
which was assaulted and sel fire to ; the British, however,
owing to a strong reinforcement of Chunda Sahib’s troops
by the French, were eventually forced to retire, though with
no logs. Captaing de Gingens, Dalton, Kilpatrick, and
Lieutenant Clwe of the corps were conspicuous for their good
conduet and ga,lla,ntry on the occasion. The force then fell

back towards Trichmmopoly and took wup a position at
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Utatoor. Two days afterwards a body of 3,000 of the
Fﬁemy’s horgse intercepted & ‘small reconnoitring party
headed by Captain de Gingens and seven of the officers
of the corps. The party, consisting of twelve dragoons ol
the regimeﬁt and the above officers, charged through the
horse swqrd in hand and all cut their way through except
Lieutenant Maskelyne and three troopers, who were taken
prisoners.

«On the 15th July the grenadiers under Dalton greatly
distinguished themselves, killing 800 of the enemy. On
the 16th the force reached Trichinopoly, after which
Lieutenant Clive was recalled tg Fort St. David to conduct
another reinforcement to Trichinopoly, and during the
journey narrowly escaped capture. At Fort St. David he
assumed charge of 100 men of the corps, 50 sepoys, and a
small gun, and at the same time roceived his promotion to
captain. On the march of the detachment 1o Trichinopoly,
1t was infercepted at Coiladdy by a force of 80 Frenchmen
and 500 sepoys sent for that purbosge ; both parties suddenly
met at the village of Gondore, a combat ensued in which
all the I'rench, including their commander and 100 of their
sepoys, were destroyed, the rest dispersing and thug enabling
Clive to reach Trichinopoly in safety.

Notwithstandimg these augmentations the corps at
Trichinopoly numbered only 600 men. The French could
muster more than 900.
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CHAPTER 111

APTAIN CLIVE: again returned to Madrag from Tricki-
nopoly, and on the suggestion of Major Stringer
Lawrence, it was decided to attack Arcot and thereby create
a diversion from bgleaguered Trichinopoly. Clive
was chosen for this duty, and on the 26th August,
after 150 men of the corps had been left to garrison Forts
St. George and St. David respectively, he marched towards
Arcot with 200 of the corps and seven officers, one artillery
subaltern, and 800 sepoys. Thig handful of men with three
field-pieces arrived within ten miles of Arcot on the 81st,
where the enemy’s spies disovered them marching during a
violent thunderstorm. This circumstance from the nalive
opinion of omens discouraged the garrison of 1,100 men to
such an extent that they instantly abandoned the fort, and
Clive arriving shortly afterwards, marched through the city
to the agtonishment of about 100,000 imnhabitants and took
possession of it. Six hundred of the enemy’s cavalry and
600 foot were, however, encampod at some digtance from the
fort. On both the 4th and 5th of September Clive attacked
and defeated this body ; after which hig men for ten days
were busily engaged in repairing the defences and construct-
ing necessary additions, during which they discovered large
quantities of gunpowder and lead, eight gung from 4- to
8-pounders, and one large 72-pounder gun, said to have
been sent by “the Emperor Aurungzebe from Delhi, and
represented as requiring 1,000 oxen to drag 1t. The

17564



LORD CLIVE
Joined Regiment in 174%.

{From an oil painting by N. Dance, in the possession of the Oriental Club,
Hanover Square.)
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enemy, encouragod by the intermigsion of sallies and
attributing the same to fear, bocame more confidont and
prought their camp thrao miles nearor to Arcot. Advantago
wag taken o§ their fancied sccurily, and in an atlack made
on them on tho might of the 14ih BSeptombor they wore
entirely rquted and disporsed with much slaughtor.

Meanwhile, Lawrence, having cause [or dissatisfaction
in regard to several matiors connceted with the admimnis-
tration of affairs by the Madras Council, rogigned the
Company’s service on the 25th of Soptember, and sailed for
England a month later.

Two 18-pounders and mihtayy stores escorted by sepoys
for the Arcot garrison bewmng on the march, the enomy
hoped to intercept them at Conjeveram, a celebrated
Hindoo pagoda between Madrag and Arxcot; Clive sent
thirty men of the corps and [ifty sepoys 1o occupy the post,
which, on their approach, was abandoned.by the enemy.
Much, however, depending on the gafe qryix;sni of the convoy,
Clive, regserving thirty of the colps and fifly sepoys for the
defence of Arcot, detachoed the rest of hig force to bring it
in. The enemy, thinkmg to gain possession of Arcot during
the absence of the groater part of the garrison, suddenly
attacked 1t 1n the evening, kept up a buisk firc and twice
attempted to force the gates, but thoy were mvariably
repulsed with severe loss, and on the approach of the convoy
on the following morning thoy retreated with precipitation.

The taking of Arcot had the desired, effect. Chunda
Sahib immediately digpatched from Trichinopoly 4,000
troops under hig son Rajah Sahib, which were joined by 150
French goldiers from Pondicherry ; these arriving on the
28rd September oceupied the town and regularly mvested
the fort. On the 24th September Clive, at the head of his
garrison, made a sortie towards the Nawab’s palace, which
was situated cloge to the walls of the fort, in front of which,
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with four guns, the French troops were drawn up; these
being driven from their guns at the point of the bayonet
ran mto the palace, where they kept up so severe a fire of
musketry that fourteen men of the corps, who tried to bring
away the captured guns, were killed or wounded. The
British after cannonading the palace retired with pheir guns
to the fort. A party under Lieutenant (Glass of the corps
had dispersed a large body of sepoys at the same time in
another direction. The loss during these operations was
fifteen men of the eorps, who were etther killed or died
shortly after of their wounds, and Lieutenant Trenwith, who
was shot through the bodye Licutenant Revel, the artillery
officer, and sixteen other men were disabled.

The following day 2,000 men from Vellore joined the
enemy and took possession of all the streels and avenues
leading to the fort.

The fort of Arcot was about a mile in cirecumference, the
walls in many places ruinous, the ramparts too weak and
narrow to permit the firifg of arfillery, the parapet low
and slightly built, the towers mostly decayed and none
capable of receiving more than one piece of ordnance, the
ditch was in most places fordable, in many dry and choked
up, the gateways were solid projections of masonry, and
instead of a drawbridge, the ditch had a large causeway
built across it

At the end of September, quite early mn the siege, the
gervices of four opt of the eight officers were lost : one being
killed, two wounded, and one dispatched to Madras. The
troops fit for duty were diminished to 120 men of the corps
and 200 sepoys, these heing opposed to 150 Frenchmen,
2,000 sepoys, 5,000 peons, and 8,000 cavalry.

There beix}ﬁ in the fort provisions for sixty days only, all
thenative inhabitants were turned out until the 24th October.
The fort was bombarded by four mortars, two 18-pounders,
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and seven smaller guns, and In six days a practicable
breach fitty feet wide was made in the curtain of the north-
west wall. The garrison consgtructed entrenchments behind
it, and planted artillery for its defence, at the same timo
mounting the 72-pounder gun ononeoi the towers ; tlhis was
daily fireg with a charge of thirty-lwo pounds of powder
at the Nawab’s palace, which created some alarm m the
town, but on the fourth day the gun burst. The enomy
also mounted a gun on the roof of a house, but a fow rounds
from an 18-pounder knocked the house down, and under 1itg
ruing some fifty of the enemy were killed or mjured.
Government being anxious fip relieve Arcot, a reimnforce-
ment of 100 of the corps and 200 sepoys, under Licutenant
Innes, was dispatched from Madras and proceeded ag fax
as Trivatore, when they were surrounded by 2,000 natives,
20 French soldiers, and two guns, sent from Arcol {o inter-
cept them. Lieutenant Innes charged and took the enomy’s
gung with a loss of twenty men and two officers of the corps
killed, and a great many wounded. The enemy werc repulsed
and suffered heavily, but the detachment had to return to
Poonamallee, at that timo a frontier fort of the Company.
On the south-west side Arcot had also been broached,
and Lieutenant Inneg’s retreat left the garrson litile hope
of guccour from Madrag. Captain Clive having strengthoenod
thig breach ag he had done the other, returned an answer of
defiance to an offer of terms made by Rajah Salib. The
enemy, therefore, determined upon an immediate storm,
which, on the morning of the 14th November, took placo.
Two divisions advanced 1o the gates and two to the breaches,
with a multitude besides, who attempted to escalade the
numerous parts of the wall which were accessible. The
columng which attacked the gates drove in front of them
several elephants protected with armour on their hoads
for the purpose of pushing them open. These elephants




16 RECORDS OF THE FIRST BATTALION

being wounded by musketry and hand grenades became
unmanageable, and trampled down the storming party in
their rear, who dispersed and sought safety i flight. The
divigion atlacking the north-west breach crossed the diteh,
which was fordable, and in a few moments the fousse braye
was crowded with the enemy, who mounted the breach with
the greatest intrepidity, which they were suffered to approach
and crowd with impunity before the defenders oponed fire,
when it fell with fearful execution, every shot telling; the
field-pieces, also, kept up continued discharges, but as soon
ag one body of the enemy wag driven back and destroyed
another immediately crowded to the assault, until some
bombs, thrown into the fausse braye, bursting, destroyed
many, and drove the rest away from the breach and over
the ditch. At the breach to the south-west the enemy
brought a raft, on which nearly 100 embarked, but affer a
few rounds of grape 1t was capsized ; several of the men were
drowned or killed, and the rest were driven to the other side.
The attack continued for upwards of an hour, after which
the enemy suddenly desisted and employed themselves m
carrying off their dead; amongst these was the sepoy
commander, who had distingnished himself with great
bravery during the storm. Two hours later the enemy
again opened a heavy fire of musketry and cannon. At
2 p.M. they requested leave to bury their dead, which was
allowed, and a truece granted until 4 ».M., when they
again recommenced their fire and continued 1t until 2 a.m.
the following morning, after which it ceased entirely. At
daybreak 1t was discovered they had abandoned the town.
The garrison then immediately marched out and took four
pieces of artillery, four mortars, and a large quantity of
ammunition ahandoned by the enemy.

Thus, after fifty days, ended the siege of Arcot, during
which 45 men of the corps and 80 sepoys were killed,
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and a greater number of both wounded. On the day
of the assault there were but 80 men of the corps, in-
oluding officers, and 120 sepoys, to repel it, in doing which
their loss was only four of the corps killed and two sepoys
wounded. The logs of the enemy was upwards of 400
killed.

Among the numerous gallant and desperate services any
part of the corps has ever, at any period of ils existence,
been engaged in, the defence of Arcot must always rank ag
one reflecting the mogt honour upon it. The sepoys, too,
rivalled their European comrades in feals of daring, and
when provisions became so scarge that it wag feared famine
might compel a surrender, they came forward and offered
Chive to take, ag their share of food, the water in which
the rico was boiled, sayimng it was sufficientefor their support,
but that Europeans required the grain, which was more

nourishing.
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CHAPTER 1V

N the evening of tho day on which the siege of Ardot
was raised a party of 250 men, and four guns,
arrived under the command of Captain Kilpatrick of the
corps. On the 18th November, Clive, leaving
1754 Kilpatrick with a garrison in the fort, took the
field with 200 of the corps, 700 sepoys, and three guns, and
marched to Timéry, which surrendered. The Mahrattas
having joined Clive with 600 horse, he made a forced
march of twenty miles and encountered the enemy as they
were preparing to cross the river north of Arnee. The
enemy, numbering 800 French soldiers, 2,500 sepoys, 2,000
horse, and four guns, immediately they perceived the
English, advanced to the attack. Clive drew up in position,
the sepoys on the right, the Mahratta cavalry on the left,
and the men of the corps, with the guns, m the centre.
An engagement engued ; the enemy retired m confusion, and
being followed up took shelter within and under the walls
of Arnee. Fifty Frenchmen and 150 of their sepoys were
killed ; the English lost no Europeans and only eight sepoys;
the Mahrattas suffered a loss of 50 men.

The next day the enemy retreated to Gingee.

On entering the town of Arnee the corps captured
many tents, a large quantity of baggage, an elephant, and
geveral horses, The Mahratta cavalry continued the pur-
suit, and returned before night with 400 horses, quantities of
plund;er, and the enemy's cash chest, containing 100,000



THE ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS 19

rupees. Many of the enemy’s gepoys then came in and
offered their services ; Clive enlisted 600 of them.

During the siege, the Irench had occupied Con-
jeveram with 300 Frenchmen and 3800 sepoys, thus
interrupting communieation with Madras, and surprising
a number, of disabled men returning from Arcot, amongst
others, Lieutenants Glass and Revel, and six men of the
corps ; the officers were spared, bul the six soldiers were
banbarously murdered in their litters. Captam Clive threo
days after hig victory marched thither and summoned
the French officer, but he, not undorstanding Inglish,
desired his prisoners to write, that “if his post was
attacked he would expose them on the works.” Thig the
officers wrote, but pressed Clive to attack instantly. On
the arrival of two battering gung from Madras Clive
began to batter the walls; the garrizson returned a hot
fire which killed Lieutenant Bulkley and several men
of the corps, but fearing the resentment of the English the
enemy abandoned their post durthg the night and escaped.
After destroying the defences of Conjeveram, Clive sent
200 men of the corps and 500 sepoys back to Arcot, and
in the middle of December returned with the rest 1o Madras.

While one part of the corps was carrying on war in
the Arcot provinces, another part was upholding the honour
and credit of the gorviee in a number of gallani combats
near Trichinopoly, which the Irench and Chunda® Sahib
continued to invost. :

The ety of Trichinopoly is situated on a plain, its
walls are nearly four miles in circumference, and a rock 300
feet high stands in the middle, hich was of the ntmost use
to the British during the war. It is bounded on the east
by the Tanjore country, on the south by that of the Tondiman,
or chief of the Poligars, and to thenorth by the Coleroon river.
The different rocks on the plain & few miles south of the fort
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were repeatedly the scenes of Hard-fought battles, especially
the Golden and Sugar Loaf Rocks to tho south, and the
French Rock to the west of the city walls. Captain de
Gingens, who was in command, was an officer of proved
courage who had seen much gervice in Hurope before he
entercd the corps, but he prudentlly preserved the few
men under him, allowing the enemy to exhaust their means
and resources while saving his own, and awaited reinforce-
ments from Arcol. Several gallant actions were, however,
fought in the neighbourhood, m which the grenadiers of the
corps, under Dalton, greatly distinguished themselves.

After the reduction of onjeveram, the enemy still con-
tinuing their dopredations, and even plundering the country
up to St. Thomag's Mount, near Madras, and the gates of
Poonamallee, it was determined to reduce and digperse
them before advancing to Trichinopoly, and Clive was
put in command of 380 of the corps, 1,500 sepoys, with six
field-guns, for this purpose.

Clive left Fort’ St. George on the 22nd February
17592, and found the enemy entrenched at Ven-
dalore, twenty-five miles from Madrag, On the approach
of the English they fled, and marched in haste to Arcot,
hoping that the English sopoys in garrison there would
betray their trust; but in this they were disappointed, and
an attack they made on the gateways was repulsed. Clive
rapidly” followed, on the way took Conjeveram, and arrived
at sunsget at Cauveripauk, where he suddenly found himself
ambuscaded by the enemy, and his van fired on at 200 yards’
distance by nine piecos of artillery. The Britigsh sustained
some loss ; the baggage was sent to the rear, and the in-
fantry took up a position in a watercourse. A bright moon
was shining Evhile a, heavy firc was kept up by the enemy
for two hours, but ag it could only be answered by three
British gung it did great execution, and either killed or

1752
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digabled so many of the artillerymen that i1t became im-
perative either to take the enemy’s guns or to retreat.
A serjeant of the corps named Shawlum was sent with
two sepoys to reconnoitre; he reported that no troops
were posted*in rear of tho enemy’s gung, on which 200
men of the corps and 400 sepoys were at once detached
under Lieutenant Keene of the corps, with the gerjeant as
their guide, to take the guns in reverse.

Keene's party got unperceived to within 800 yards of
the enemy’s artillery when Ensign Simmons, who was sent
forward to reconnoitre, suddenly came across a watber-
course full of sepoys, but as he yoplied to them in French
ho was permitted to pass, when, having seen that the guns
were protected by 100 French soldiers who were looking
out towards their {ront, he returned, and having con-
ducted the party to within thirty yards of the artillery, a
well-directed volley, followed up by a charge, swept the
French from their guns and entirely, routed them ; a few,
however, surrendered.

The enemy in front no gooner saw their artillery silenced
than they dispersed, the English remaining under arms
until dayhght, when they found 60 Frenchmen, prisoners,
and 60 dead on the field, besides 800 sepoys. The guns
captured were nine field-pieces and three mortars. Of
the corps 40 were killed and upwards of 60 wounded.
This victory destroyed the French force mn that guarter
and established the repufation of British arms in India,
besides convincing the natives that the British, as soldiers,
were superior to the French.

On the return of the detachment to Fort St. David
it passed through the gpot where Nazir Jung had been
asgassinated, and where a town had been built by the French,
to which the name ‘ Dupleix Tatha Bad’ (Dufleix’s Town

of Victory) had been given ; a pillar had also been erected
0
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commemorating m every language events deemed by them
ag victories. Clive and his troops razed this to the ground,
and afterwards marched to the Prosidency.

Three days after their arrival at Fort St. David part
of the corps was ready to take the field under Clive for
the relief of Trichinopoly, which had been beleaguered for
gseven months by Chunda Sahib and a French army under
M. Law, when, on the 15th March, Major Lawrence arrived
from KEngland, and two days afierwards placed himself
ab 1ts head.

Lawrence’s resignation had not been accepted, and before
he had been two months in England the directors sent him
back with the appomntment of Commander-in-Chief of all
the Company’s mulitary forces in the Hast Indieg, on a
salary of £750 per annum ; he was algo commissioned to
consider the proper establishment for forming a ecompany
of artillery at Fort St. George.

Major Lawrence thus became the first Commander-in-
Chief of the Indian Army.-

On the 17th March Lawrence, with 400 of the corps,
1,100 sepoys, eight field-pieces, and a large quantity of
stores, marched for Trichinopoly. On the 27th he passed
under the guns of the fort of Coiladdy, on the Coleroon river
easl of Trichinopoly, which wag held by the enemy, but
owing to ignorance or treachery on the part of hig guides
and before he could withdraw, he suffered a logg of twenty
men of the COrps killed and wounded ; the march, however,
was continued to within ten mileg of Trichmopoly without
further opposition, when a halt was called for the night.

To this spot Captain e Gingens had sent the same
night a remforcement of 100 men and 50 dragoons, all
of the corps, and early next morning, the 28th March,
Dalton with his grenadiers, and a battalion company under
Captain Clarke, in all 200 of the corps, 400 sepoys, and
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four guns, were ordered to the Sugar Lioaf Rock and to
remain there until the convoy came in sight, when they
were to join it. Lawrence then advanced, and found the
enemy drawn up, their right resting on the village of Chuckle-
polliam near the Cauvery, and their left on the inacccssible
and fortified rock of Elmigeram, round which he moved,
covering his baggage which was on his left [lank.

Near the Sugar Loaf Rock he was met by Dalton, accom-
panigd by the Nawab’s army and the Mahrattas, whose
cavalry pretended to skirmish in the plain. It being then
noon and the sun very hot, the troops were halted fox
refreshment, but in an hour’s tigne the enemy advanced
to the attack. The grenadiers instantly occupied a gmaill
choultry, as did also the first division of artillery. The
French battalion advancing to dislodge them were geverely
handled and kept in check until the rest of the forece came
up, followed by the Mysore and Mahratta allieg at a distance,
they being afraid to expose their horses.

A cannonade began from twenty-two I'rench guns
against nine of the Emglish ; but the fire of the latter did
the most execution, as they were shelterad by the choultry,
whereas the enemy’s guns were exposed on the open plain.

After a time the French battalion began to waver and
ultimately retired, followed by their allies.

Captaing Clive and Dalton continued the pursuit until
the French were thrown into confusion and dispersed, when
Lawrence recalled them, unwilling longer to expose hig men
to the excessive heat. Twenty-three men of the COTPS Were
killed, seven of these from sunstroke, and 80 were wounded.

The enemy left 40 Europeams, 800 of Chunda Sahib’s
troops, including their commander, 280 horses, and one
elephant, dead on the plain.

Lawrence the same night proceeded with *his convoy
and depogited it in the fortress of Trichinopoly.

o2
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CHAPTER V

LAWRENCE lost no time in again harassing «the
enemy, and on the night of the 29th March he sent
Dalton with 400 of the corps to beat up the French camp
and set 1t on fire. Dalton logt his way, but
managed to regain Trichinopoly without logs,
though morning had surprised him in the midst of the
French posts.

The mere attempt, however, alarmed Law to such an
extent that he at once withdrew across the south bank
of the Cauvery to the island of Seringham.

On the 80th, Daltor; with 100 grenadiers and some
sepoys, attacked Elmigeram, an isolated rock with a fortified
temple on its summit, which he took with a logs of only
five men of the corps. The garrison of fifteen French
and thirty sepoys were taken prisoners, and some guns and
s fine 18-pounder were captured, the latter bemg presented
to the Nawab Wallajah as the first plece of ordnance
captured during the campaign.

On the 2nd April the grenadiers, always remarkable
for great spirit and gallantry, attacked at noon a battery
in the enemy’s camp in Seringham, took a large gun and
brought it across the river amd into Trichinopoly, in the face
of their entire army.

Lawrence now decided to divide higs forees, with the
object of cognpelling the enemy to quit their ground.

On the 6th April he sent Clive with 400 of the corps,

1752
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700 sepoys, 3,000 Mahrattas, 1,000 Tanjore horse, and six
field-pieces, with two battering guns, north of the Coleroon
to intercept the enemy’s communicalions with Pondicherry.
The position chosen was Samiaveram, seven miles north
of the river, where two pagodas were occupied and
strongly entrenched. On the Tih April Munserpett wag
attacked and captured with a loss of onc officer and three
men of the corps killed. On tho 8th the fort of Lalguddi
wad taken and the magazine of provisions it containod
destroyed or carried off.

On the 14th April Clive marched on Utatoor to
intercept a French convoy frem Pondicherry, but the
enemy retreated and Clive returned to Samiaveram.
On the afternoon of the 15th April the French heard of
his departure from Samiaveram and thought to surprise
the post during his abgence; they thereforo gent 80
Frenchmen and 700 sepoys to attack il, who arrived atb
midnight, and having angwercd the challenge in English,
were allowed by our sepoys to advance to the smaller
pagoda, where, being again challenged, they fired a volloy
into the guard-rooms and choultry, in the latter of which
Clive was sleeping. They then rushed into the pagoda
and bayonetted all they met. Clive, starting from his gleep,
hurried to the larger pagoda, where the men of tho corps
there quartered had taken the alarm, and were undor arms.

Seeing a large body of sepoys drawn up and firing at
random, their confusion confirmed his belief that they
were his own men. The men of the corps were therefore
placed twenty paces in their rear, and Clive went forward
to order them to cease their fire. A French Jepoy, porcelving
that he was an English officer, attacked and wounded him
in two places. Following the sepoy to the gzate he wag
accosted by a French officer and six men, when, retaining
his self-possession, he informed the Frenchman that his
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defachment was surrounded and that no quarter would
be given unless he instantly surrendered, on which the
party laid down their armg and followed him to the large
pagoda, to which he hastened, to order the corps to attack
the sepoys, but on arrival found that they (the sepoys)
had marched off unmolested, the soldiers ofe the corps
thinking them to bo English sepoys.

Whilst Clive wag giving directions to his men a party
of eight Prenchmen came up and were mstantly selzed,
and with those already taken were marched off to the
small pagoda under escort. On arriving there, however,
it was found to be i possession of the enemy ; the escort,
therefore, were al once made prisoners, and the French
released.

Clive being informed of this determined to attack
the small pagoda, and a party moved off at once to the
assault, which, however, was beaten back with the loss of
an officer and fifteen men of the corps; but the enemy
making a sally immediately after were received so warmly
that their officer and twenty men were struck down, and
the rest retired into the pagoda. Clive then going forward
to parley was fired at, and two serjeants on whom he
was leaning were shot dead ; the enemy then surrcndered.

The Mahratta cavalry pursued the reliring enemy,
and not one of the 700 gepoys escaped—they were all killed

to a man.
Of the entire French detachment which entered Samia-

veram not a man returned ; and although the affair of the
16th April was one of the most extraordinary, and from
first to last a series of blunders and mistakes, costing the
English in repelling it many valuable lives, yet the serious
logs to the gnemy of fully 800 good troops was ag severe &
blow as had been inflicted during the war.

The French post at Utatoor, where the convoy remained
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awaiting an opportunity to entor Seringham, was, to them,
a most important one; consequently, on the 9th May,
Dalton with the grenadiers and a battalion company of
the corps, in all 150 men, 400 sepoys, and 500 Mahratta,
cavalry, with four guns, marched to attack it.

On Dalton’s advance, after some outpost fighting
and the loss of an officer of the corps mortally wounded,
the enemy were driven into the fort, which, however, the
French under M. D’Auteuil evacuated during the night,
making a rapid retreat to Volecondah.

The French at Seringham wunder M. Law, supposing
that Dalton’s detachment wag part of Clive’s force ab
Samiaveram, crossed over to atiack it on the 11th May,
but Clive advancing to meet them, they at once retired.

Dalton remained two days at Utatoor and then joined
Clive, who determined to attack Pitchanda, which kept
up the enemy’s communications with the country north
of the Coleroon river; gix guns were also placed for the
cannonading of Seringham on tle island.

Pitchanda surrendered after losing several men killed,
algo fifteen Frenchmen, who jumped into the river and were
drowned.

Most of Chunda Sahib’s officers and men then in
Seringham now deserted him; 2,000 of hig best horge
and 1,500 foot joined Clive, and the rest returned to their
homes. Chunda Sahib withdrew within the pageda with
no more than 2,000 horse, 8,000 foot, and 1,000 Rajpoots.
The French at this time occupied the Jumba Kisina
Pagoda.

On the 18th May the Frenth withdrew inside the pagoda,
and Lawrence commenced hig investment.

Meanwhile, 1t was important that the French convoy
should be destroyed ; it had taken shelter at volwndarh and
was again advaneing.
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For thig purpose Clive marched on the evening of the 27th
May with 100 of the corps, 1,000 sepoys, 1,000 Mahratta
horge, and six guns, and next morning came up with the
enemy at Volecondah. Clive then advanced and prepared
to batter in the gate, when M. D’Auteuil hung out the white
flag, and terms were soon gebtled ; 100 Frenchmen, 400
sepoys, and 340 horse surrendered. Three guns, threo
large magazines containing military storeg, 800 barrels of
powder, and 8,000 muskets were found in the pettah,ag
also a sum of 50,000 rupecs. The booty secured was
valued at £10,000. The native prisoners were discovered
and set at liberty, but Clhive returned to his camp with the
French soldiers and booty on the 80th May.

On the following day Chunda Sahib surrendered to our
ally Manockjee, the Tanjore general, who at once had him
stabbed to the hoeart, and his head being severed was sent
to Mahomed Ali, who then for the first time saw the face of
hig enemy.

On the 8rd June the* French forces under M. Law
surrendered themselves as prisoners of war to Major Stringer
Lawrence ; they numbered 800 French soldiers, 85 officers,
and 2,000 sepoys. Four mortars, eight cohorng, and 81
gung, besides large quantities of stores fell into the hands
of the British at the same time.

Four hundred of the French prisoners were escorted into
Fort St~ David by Captain Campbell of the corps; the
rest, with the artillery and stores, were taken into Trichi-
nopoly. A portion of the corps then marched to Trivadi
under Lawrence, who ghortly afterwards went to IFort
ot. David for hig health, leavifig the command to Captain de
(fingens,

In the latter end of July the French, having received

large reinforcements from Burope, prepared to take the
field.
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A force congisting of 500 Frenchmen, 1,500 sepoys, and
500 horse, under M. de Kerjean, marched from Pondicherry
and encamped within a short distance to the north of
Fort St. David, on which, the portion of the corps at
Trivadi marched out and encamped not far from that fort.

On the 16th August Lawrence arrived with a reinforce-
ment and joined the force, which then amounted to 400
of the corps, 1,700 sepoys, eight guns, and 4,000 of the
Nasvab’s troops, horse and foot.

The ¥rench retreated, but after some manceuvring
the rival armies met at Bahoor. The sepoys on the British
side formed the first line, the gorps the second, with the
artillery on 1its flanks, the Nawab’s troops on the flanks
of both lines.

The English advanced to the attack before daylight on
the 26th August, and their sepoys coming into contact
with those of the French, a heavy fire was kept up till day
began to dawn, when the French battalion was digscovered
drawn up fronting that of the eorps. After exchanging a
hot fire, the grenadiers of the corps and two platoon companies
forced their way through the French line, which had stood
the shock for a time, both lmes crossing bayonets without
flinching—a eircumstance almost unprecedented in war.
The enemy then dispersed in all directions, throwing away
their armg in their flight.

Upwards of 100 of the Trench fell by the bayonset alone,
besides many others who were killed or wounded by the
fire. M. de Kerjean, the commander-in-chief, thirteen
officers, and upwards of 100 men were taken prisoners, and
had the Nawab’s cavalry dome their duty not one of the
enemy could have escaped. All the French guns (fourteen
tield-pieces), ammunition, and baggage were taken.

The battle of Bahoor was one of the very few actions on
record m modern warfare where two corps of about the
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same strength, after a hot five, both simultaneously advanced
to the charge and actually met and crossed bayonets, and
it was nol until after some minutes’ hard fighting, when
the English corps broke through the centre of the French
hne, that it gave way. Irom the loss sustained by the
corps, viz. one officer killed, four wounded, and seventy-
eight men killed and wounded, mostly by bayonet thrusts,
the rosistance made by the enemy wag evidently of a most
determined and gallant character.
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CHAPTER VI

PTER the vielory of Bahoor Lawrence recommended
A the reduction of Chinglsyput and Covelong, and a force
of 200 recruits of the corps lately landed, and 500 undis-

ciplined sepoys, was sent from Madras for that
1752 purpose, under Clive, who volunteered to command it.

On the 10th September the party marched against
Covelong with four 24-pounders. Before, however, the
guns had been placed in battery the fort surrendered ;
but next morning the detachment marched out io meet
a party of the enemy advancing to the relief of the place,
and suddenly falling upon them delivered their fire with
such execution that upwards of 100 men were knocked
over by the first volley, and in a charge that inglantly
followed the French commander, 25 French goldiors, and
250 sepoys were laken prisoners, and two guns were
captured ; the rest of tho enemy flung away their arms
and fled to Chingleyput, whither Clive immediately followed
them. On arrival the guns were opened and & breach
made in the outer wall, when, on the §lst October, the
fort surrendered. Chingleyput was then garrisoned by the
English.

Clive's health at this time Yroke down and he embarked
for England in November, not returning to India until
October 1755. .

After Dalton was left by Lawrence in command at
Trichinopoly in June, he had a congiderable amount
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of trouble with his so-called Mysorean allies: on one
occagion losing twenty men of the corps killed and wounded
owing to their treachery, and on the 25th December he
wag exposed to the gudden attack of 4,000 horse, who
sabred 70 men of the corps and 800 of the best sepoys,
but a disaster wasg averted by the rest of the foree steadily
covering the retreat into Trichinopoly.

On the 80th December a small party of the corps
attacked and carried a strongly fortified post called Ullote,
putting lhe garrison to the sword. The following day
Dalton resolved to confine his exertions to the defence
of Trichinopoly alone. e

From thig time until the end of March Trichi-
nopoly was clogsely invested; provisions were
running shorf, and Dalton had been forced to send an
express to Lawrence asking for assistance. The intelli-
gence of Trichinopoly’s straitened ecircumstances reached
Lawrence at Trivadi at ten o’clock at night on the 20th
April. ‘

Leaving 650 men at Trvadi, 150 of whom belonged
to the corps, he, without ordexrs from Government, marched
at s1x hours’ notice to Fort St. David to colleet supplies ;
marching again next day he entered Trichinopoly on the
6th May—the seventeenth day from the receipt of Dalton’s
message. His whole foree, meluding the original garrison,
consisted only of 500 of the corps, 2,000 sepoys, and 8,000 of
the Nawab’s horse. His artillery compriged ten field-pieces
and two 18-pounders.

Directly Lawrence withdrew from Trmvadi, M. Dupleix
digpatched M. Astruc with 200 French soldiers, 500 sepoys,
and four guns o Trichinopoly.

Astruc joiped the Mysoreans at Seringham the day
after Lawrence arrived, and agssumed command of the
whole force on the 1sland,

17563
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Lawrence was badly off for supplies and at a great
disadvantage through want of cavalry; he therefore aban-
doned the idea of dislodging the enemy from Seringham,
and devoted himself to procuring provisions. For this pur-
pose he encamped at the Fakeers Tope, two and a half miles
from the city, so as to prevent a complebe investment, and
sent out foraging parties. In this position he remained five
weeks without being able to bring the French to action, and
with very scanty supplies.

Meanwhile, affairs were going very badly for the English
in other parts of the Carnatic. Trivadi with the force
left in it was captured by the French; a similar mishap
occurred al Arcot; every petty chieftain or goldier of
fortune ravaged the territories which gave allegiance
to Mahomed Ali, the Nawab Wallajah.

Dupleix, whose sole views were centred on Trichinopoly
and the capture of Mahomed Ali, digecouraged the Mahrattas
from partaking in the general plunder and prevailed on
them to join M. Astrue, to whom he sent 800 additional
French goldiers and 1,000 sepoys.

On receipt of these reinforcements M. Asiruc crossed
the Cauvery and encamped near Weycondah west of the
city. His force consigted of 450 Irench soldiers, 1,500
well-trained sepoys, 11,500 Mysore and Mahratta horse,
under Hyder Ali and Morari Row respectively, two com-
panies of topasses (half-caste Portuguese), and 1,200 Mysore
sepoys, a8 also a nondeseript rabble of 15,000 footmen
variously armed. '

Lawrence had at his disposal 500 men of the corps,
2,000 gepoys, of whom 700 were abgsent obtaming supialies,
and 100 of the Nawab’s horge. |

Two miles south-west of the Fakeers Tope were some
rocky hills known as the Five Rocks, wlere Lawrence
maintained & gepoy guard, which, through the disobedience
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of the commander during Lawrence’s temporary absence
in the city, had been withdrawn.

Agtrue occupying this post during the night advanced
hig guns and bombarded the English camp. Lawrence
maintained hig position during the day, and at night with-
drew hig camp behind a shght eminence nearer the city.
Astrue then brought his whole force to the Five Rocks,
cutting off Liawrence from his source of supplies, and from
his absent 700 sepoys who were collecting rice in the Tondi-
man’s country.

Lawrence’s position was full of peril. Half a mile
from his camp and nearly a mile from Astrue’s was
the (rolden Rock, where Lawrence had posted a guard of
200 sepoys.

At daybreak on the 26th June Astruc attacked it

with a mixed force of Furopeans and sepoys, and in spite
of a gallant 1esistance overwhelmed the defenders, killing
or taking prisoners the whole of them.
The French battalion wss then brought up behind the
Roek and the Irench gung were posted at the base and
opened fire; the whole Mysore army was drawn up about
a cannon shot in rear, while the Mahratta cavalry threatened
the flanks and rear of the small English foree.

Lawrence’s position was truly desperate: 700 of his
sepoys were absent, 200 more had just been destroyed,
and after providing for the safety of hig camp he could only
muster 800 men of the corps, 80 artillerymen, and 500
S6POYS. '

With this force he had advanced to within a short
distance of the Golden Rocksbefore the outpost was over-
whelmed. To retreat in face of the numerous horsemen
and pregsed by Astruc’s Frenchmen meant probable destruc-
tion, yet to attack a strong position held by such an over-
whelming force seemed nothing but sheer madnegs.
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Lawrence chose the heroic part ; his officers agreed in the
wisdom of attacking, while the men expressed their delight
in having ‘a knock at the Frenchmen . who had kept so long
out of reach.

Ordering the grenadier company to assault the Rock,
T,awrence moved with the rest of hig little forece round the
bage of 1t to attack the French battalion.

Seldom in war hag such a sight been seen ag this little
band of British soldiers moving to the attack surrounded
by many thousands of enemies. Scrambling up the Rock
with fixed bayonets and without pulling a trigger, cheering
ag they moved, the unexpected onset of the grenadiers,
led by Captaing Kirk and XKilpatrick, struck the French
defenders with panie, and not daring to stand the shock they
fled headlong down the reverse side.

Meanwhile Astrue, behind the Rock not seeing what had
happened, wheeled up his battalion {o meet Lawrence, thus
exposing his right flank to the fire of the grenadiers from
the Rock. At this moment Lawronce drew up his men
directly opposite the French front at twenty yards’ distance.

In gpite of M. Astrue’s efforts, his men were struck with
consternation at seeing themselves attacked by the foe
that & few moments before had seemed in their power;
smitten by musketry in front and flank they fell into
disorder, which a bayonet charge preceded by a volley
converted into a panie, and they fled from the field, leaving
three gung in Lawrence’s hands.

In vain the Mahrattas strove to retrieve the fortunes
of the day (some of the corps fell under their sabros
while mn disorder taking pogsegsion of the guns), but they
were goon forced to withdraw with the logs of many men.

The French then rallied on the Mysore army and con-
tented themselves with keeping up an ineffectdal cannonade,
For three hours Lawrence remained at the foot of the
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Rock m the expectation that they would renew the combat,
and then finding that the French would not advance, he
formed hig little army 1nto a hollow square, with the captured
gung and about seventy prisoners in the centre, and deliber-
ately maxrched back towards his camp.

Hardly had he got clear of the Rock when the whole of
the enemy’s cavalry, upwards of 10,000 in number, charged
furiously down. The squaro was halted and the guns
run out at the angles and rapidly served, the men also
pouring volleys 1nto the dense magses whenever they
approached, as they frequently did, close to the points of
the bayonets, till, after lQsing some 600 of their number,
the enemy broke up and forsook the field, leaving the little
band of heroes to march unmolested back to camp, bearing
with them their trophies of vietory. No finer feat of arms
was ever performed. The firgl result of this victory was to
produce disgension belween the French and their allies; M.
Astrue, also, made over command to M. Bremier, and
repaired to Pondicherry. *

Lawrence, having gecured fifty days’ provisions and leav-
ing Dalton with a small garrison in Trichinopoly, marched
on tho 2nd July towards Tanjore, his objects being to induce
{the Tanjore chiel to furnish him with cavalry, and to meet a

reinforcoment on its way from the coast.
M. Brenier clogoly invested the ocity, but could not

summon sulficient resclution to assault it, Dalton’s vigilance,
togother with occasional sorties, preventing any such

attempt.
It was about this time that the corps obtained the

soubriquet of * The Lambsg.’
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CHAPTER VII

EANWHILE Lawrence had gained over the Tanjore

chief, who furnished him with 3,000 horse and

2,000 matehlockmen ; he also received a reinforcement of

170 men of the corps ma,Pd 300 sepoys from Fort

1758 St. David. With his force thus increased Lawrence
arrived within ten miles of Trichmopoly.

Brenier determined to intercept him, and occupied the
strong positions south of the ecity from Weycondah to
Blmiseram : the centre of the whole being the Golden and
Sugar Loaf Rocks, about half a mile apart, which were
held in force by the French infantry and artillery,

On the 9th August Lawrence resumed hig advance, but
encumbered with thousands of bullocks it appeared 1m-
possible to force a passage; he had, however, the advantage
of an exact knowledge of Brenier’s forces communicated
to him by Dalton.

- The key of the French position was the Golden Rock.
Lawrence formed up his men ag if he intended to gttack
the Sugar Loaf Rock ; Brenier fell into the trap and denuded
the Golden Rock to strengthen the point threatened.
Lawrence thereupon detached higs grenadier company
with 800 sepoys to seize the Gplden Rock—a movement

not perceived by the French till too late Lo prevent it.
Brenier then sent 800 Fremchmen to strengthen the

small party left at the Golden Rock, and 100®cavalry to
hamper the English infantry on their way. Bui the

D
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grenadiers wore not to bo delayed ; without halting they kept
up a rolling fire on the cavalry, who refrained from closing,
till reaching the Golden Rock they drove the enemy down
and planted their colours on the summit befors the French
infantry could reach the spot.

Thig party of the enemy then took post on some high
ground between the two rocks and opened a galling fire
from four guns on the Golden Rock.

Brenier instead of advancing remained halted near the
Sugar Loaf Rock, while Lawrence moved hig whole force,
convoy and all, to the Golden Rock. An artillery duel
ensued in which the Hnglish regiment suffered some loss;
but at this juncture Dalton issued from the city with two
field-pieces and his detachment, mn rear of the enemy’s
cavalry, who at once galloped off.

Lawrence then sent the grenadiers and 200 mwore of
the corps, with 800 sepoys, against the Irench detachment,
who received them with a hoavy fire which caused some
logs and killed Captain Kirk of the grenadiers. Captain
Kilpatrick at once put himgelf at the head of the grenadiers,
desiring them, if they loved their captain, to follow him
and avenge his death, when, ags Lawrence afterwards wrote
doscribing the action, °the fellows roused in an instant,
swore after their manner they would follow him to hell,’
and avenge Kirk’s death.

The Irench broke without awailting the shock, and ran
off to Weycondah galled by Dalton’s guns, leaving three
field-pieces in Liawrence’s hands.

Brenier now moved wup his main body, but his men
geeing Lawrence's full fgree m motion lost heart, and
without firing a shot ran off in confusion to the Five Rocks.
The Tanjore horge, who might have destroyed them, refused

to pursue, and so ended the second battle of the Golden
Rock.
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Lawrence marched into the city with his convoy and
the caplured guns. One hundred French soldiers were
killed and wounded ; of the English, about forty, principally
by artillery fire.

A fortnight later Lawrence moved oul against Wey-
condah, where Brenmier had thrown up oentrenchments.
The French abandoned the position without resistance
and took post at Mootoochellanoor on the Cauvory west
ol the city, leaving a gun and some baggage in Lawrence's
hands.

Here Brenier was joined by strong remforcements under
M. Astrue, consisting of 400, French, 2,000 sepoys, six
guns, and 8,000 Mahratta cavalry, together with a great

number of irregular mfantry.
The English were again outnumbered, ag they had ever

been. Astruc assumed command, and reoccupying the Fivo
Rocks and the Golden ‘and Sugar Loaf Rocks, entrenched
himself and recommenced the blockade.

Lawrence moved out inlo dhe open south-east of the
French Rock, to assist the convoys from Tanjore whilo
awalling a reinforcement on 1ts way to him. For cighteen
days the two armies romained encamped at two miles’
distance apart on the open plain. On the night of tho
18th Beptember Lawrenco seized a small ominenco and
with an 18-pounder opened fire on the French camp.

The French detached a party against the 18-poundeor ;
a skirmish ensued, under cover of which the expected
reinforcements, consisting of 287 men of the corps and
800 sepoys under Captain Ridge, joined without moles-
tation. A

With Ridge also came Captain Caillaud, destinod in
time to succeed Lawrence as Commander-in-Chief, and
who, among other performances, outwitted” D’Autouil on

this very ground four years later.
D 2
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Lawrence at once took the offensive ; his troops were
in high gpiritg, but he had 'only three days’ provisions, 8o
prompt action was necessary. Depositing his tents in the
cily he drew up hig httle army at the Falkeers Tope at
daybreak on the 20th September, and offered battle.

« M. Astruc not accepting the challenge, the egnnonade
from the 18-pounder was maintained, and after dark
preparations werec made for attack. Lawrence’s force
congisted of 600 men of the corps in three divigions, 160
English avtillerymen with six gunsg, 2,000 sepoys, and the
Tanjore cavalry and matchlockmen.

At four o’clock on the morning of the 21st September
the army started, the corps marching in three divisions in
column, the guns were disposed on either flank, and the
sepoys followed mn two lines in rear of the guns, the Tanjore
cavalry in rear of the whole. The object of the first attack
wag the Golden Rock, on which Astruec had posted 100
Frenchmen, 600 sepoys, and two guns, with two companies
of lopasses. ®

There was a bright moonlight, but clouds obscured
the moon ag the forece moved out, so that they reached the
Rock before they were discovered. Pouring in a volley
the corps rushed to the assault with such ardour that the
enemy fled precipitately, without even waiting to fire
their two guns which were loaded with grape.

Witheut halting the force again advanced, the corps
in line, with the sepoys i short echelon on either flank.
Lawrence’'s plan was to penetrate the native camp and
through 1t to attack the French, thus turriing the latter’s
entrenchment, while the Tarijore horse were directed to
move against the French front and threaten an attack
in that quarter.

With drums beating, portfires lighted, and the sepoys’
native mstruments in full blast, the British force advanced
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with loud cheers into the Mysore camp, spreading consberna-
tion everywhere. Nine French guns wero brought into
action, but with guch ill effect in the dark that they mostly
harmed their native allies. The English sepoys kopl up a
brisk fire, while the corps marched with fixed bayonots at
the ‘ shounlder.’

Ag day wag breaking the Mysore camp was clearod
and the French battalion was discovered drawn up in lino
with a large body of sepoys on their lelt (lank, while anothor
large body had taken post on the Sugar Lioal Rock. Iie-
serving their fire as they advanced, the English battalion
wag received with a volley at éwenty paces, which caused
considerable loss : Caplain Kilpatrick, loading tho grena-
diers, falling desperately woundced. The sopoys, however,
on the left of the French line broke and fled under the fire
of the HInglish sepoys, and Caillaud, who had taken Kil-
patrick’s place, seized the opporiunity and wheeled up
the right divigion of the corps on the uncovered flank of
the Hrench battalion, and theh pouring in a heavy [re
charged with the bayonet, xolling them up on their centre,
while the remainder of. the corpy fell upon them in
front.

The French then fell back in disorder, Astruc doing his
best to rally them, but the grenadiers were on them again
before they could reform, and in & momont tho whole
French force dissolved and fled in complete dorangement.

The Hnglish sepoys on the left, who had takon no part
in the engagement so far, pushed on to the Sugar Loaf
Rock, which they carried, defeating and digpersing tho
French sepoys posted there. N

The whole action, known ag the ‘Batile of tho Sugar
Loaf Rock,” scarcely lasted two hours; the plain wag
covered with the flying enemy, computed at 80,000 lootmen
and 16,000 horge. In wild confusion the fugitives ran




49  RIECORDS OF THE FIRST BATTALION

without stopping till they had crossed the Cauvery and
reached the island of Seringham.

M. Astrue, with nine officers and 100 Irenchmen,
eleven pleces of cannon, and all the tents, baggage, and
ammunition of the French camp, remained in the hands of
the vietors. ‘

Dalton, sallying out from the ecity, took twenty-ono
[French prisoners, sixty-five more were found straggling
in Tanjore territory, and a number were killed by tho
. country people; 200 of them were killed or wounded in the
engagement, and the Mahratta horse alone, by their
migeonduet, saved the Isench FEuropean infantry from
total destruction. A thousand of the French native allies
were killed or wounded.

Of the English, six officers and seventy men were killed
or wounded, amongst the latter being Lawrence himself.
Kilpatrick, in spite of being shot through the body and
recelving several gabre wounds as he lay on the ground,
survived to fight again. *

The action was decided entirely by the mfantry; the
Enghsh guns were never engaged, while the French guns
were 80 badly served that they only inflicted damage on
their own allies.

Lawrence followed up this vielory by laying siege to
Weyeondah the same evening.

Early on the 28rd September the Emnglish sepoys,
seelng some of the garrison trying to escape, made for the
gateway, when a serjeant of the Madrag European Regiment,
a ‘ resolute Iinglishman ’ whose name has not been preserved,
having mounted on to a se®y’s shoulders, scaled the wall
and planted the colours of one of the sepoy companies on
1t ; he was son joined by others, and in a few minutes
the fort was taken and nearly all the garrison killed.
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CHAPTER VIII

HE monsoon setting in, Lawrence left 150 mon of the

corps to augment the garrison of Trichinopoly under

Kilpatrick (Dalton being absent on account of ill-health),

and marched with the gest of his forece mto canton-

1753 ments at Coiladdy, hfteen miles east of the city; a

small garrison was also placed in the fort of Elmiseram
to keep open communications.

The corps was very slckly at Coiladdy : six officors and a
great many of the soldiers died in less than six weoks. In
November a French reinforcement of 800 Huropeans and
1,200 gepoys, under M. Maigsin,reached Seringham.

At three o’clock on the morning of the 28th Novembor
a determined attempt was made to surpriso Trichinopoly,
but failed. On the 1st December a chosen body of 600
French soldiers, led by an English doserter, erossod tho
diteh and seized a detached battory (known to thiy day ag
‘ Dalton’s battery ') without alarming the main garvison,
Nothing more wag now needed for sunccoss bub te blow in
a small gide gate.

Iilated by their firgl success the French digobeyed their
orders and commenced fiving. The alarm was given;
Kilpatrick was confined to §is bed by woundy, but his
orders to hig subaltern, Lieutenant Harrison of tho corps,
were coolly obeyed. The picket and reserve hagtonod to the
rapmparts and opened fire. By great good luck tho enomy’s
guide and both powder bearers were killed. Tho Irench,
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between the outer and inner walls unable to advance or
ratreat, were exposed to a merciless fire, and as soon as
daylight appeared were glad to surrender. A number
attempted the dangerous expedient of leaping down into
the ditch, but few escaped without serious injury.

Eight officers and 864 men were taken prisqoners, one
officer and twenty-four French soldiers were killed, besides
many wounded ; thus °French petulance,” as Lawrence
termed it, saved Trichinopoly from the greatest rigk it lrad
run during the war.

Shortly after this Lieutenant Harrison died ; he was an
officer of great promige and much respected. The acute
phage of the struggle was now at an end ; Dupleix, at the
end of hig resources, attempted to come to an arrangement,
hoping to win by diplomacy what he had failed to win by
force.

In December news was received of the presentation to
Clive, who was in Emgland, of a ‘ Sword of Honour ’ worth
£500, by the Court of Directors.

While negotiations were pending, lLawrence was en-
camped at Trichinopoly confronting the French troops
stationed in the island of Seringham under M. de Mainville ;
supplies were scarce, and Lawrence was dependent for pro-
vigions on Tanjore, which involved the constant employment
of econvoys.

-~ In the middle of February a more important
convoy than usual was on its way from Tricatopoly.
To meet and escort it mm Lawrence sent oul a deotachment
congisting of 100 grenadiers and 80 battalion company
men of the corps, about 500s8epoys, and four guns, under
Captain Grenville, who had orders to keep his force together
and 1if attacked to take np a position and defend himself
until Lawrence could come to his relief.

M. de Mainville had notice of the convoy, and detached
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400 Europeans, 6,000 sepoys, a}'ld 8,000 Mahratta horse,

with seven guns, to intercept 1t.
On the morning of the 15th TFebruary Grenville

with the convoy had reached a point between Elmiseram
and the river, when he was attacked. Disregarding hig
orders he pad distributed his men on both sides of the
convoy, along 1ts whole length of nearly thrce miles. On
seeing the enemy he made no atiempt to gel hig men to-
getker, or to take up a position of defence, and the whole
detachment was consequently overwhelmed by the Mahratia,
cavalry, almost without striking a blow.

The French only came up in twne lo gave a few of them ;
men, guns, supplies, and £7,000 in money were lost, and
Grenville paid for his error with his life. Hero, also, Liaw-
rence logt that splendid grenadier company he had formed
with such care and had so often led to victory, and which
had rendered more sterling service to the Stale than the
same number of troops belongmmg to any nation in any
part of the world. .

Of the 230 British soldiors logt on that day, only 80
men were ummnjured, 100 wero desperately wounded, and
50 were killed; of the eight officors present, five wore
killed and the rest wounded.

On the report of this disastrous intelligence reaching
Madras, 180 men of the corps under Captain Pegou were
sent by sca to Devi Cottah, where they were ordercd 40 halt
until jomed by some cavalry. On the 12th May a parly
under Captain Caillaud, of 120 of the corps, two field-
pieces, and 500 gepoys, marched in the morning beyond the
Sugar Loaf Rock to escort into cygnp a convoy of provisions
from the Tondiman’s country. arriving at this ground
Caillaud found it occupied by the endmy ; he at onco formed
line with the corps on the left, and the sepoys on the righi,
and directed the officer commanding the latter to attack
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the enemy’s left whilst he advanced against the right of
their position. Both attacks were made simultaneously
with the utmost vigour, and the enemy were driven oul of
their post with much logs. At dawn the enemy, who numbered
950 Huropeans with four guns, 1,000 sepoys, and 4,000
Mysore horse, made an eflort to recover their lpst ground,
their entire army at the same time crogsing over from
Seringham to the support.

Captain Palier immediately marched from Trichinopoly
with the rest of the Brtish force to assist Caillaud, and
reached the Sugar Loaf Roek, where the army of the enemy,
amounting to 700 Frenoh infantry, 50 Krench dragoons,
5,000 sepoys, and 10,000 native horse, wag drawn up to
oppose him.

The corps had only 360 men in the field, besides 1,500
sepoys and 12 Inghsh troopers. Palier took up a posi-
tion of great strength near his own camp, not, however,
without the loss of several men killed and wounded, himself
amongst the latler, which obliged him to hand over com-
mand to Caillaud ; ihe French meanwhile advanced Lo the
atlack, but were thrown inlo slight confusion by the fire

from the Engligh guns,
Perceiving thig, Caillaud ordered the ¢ eharge ' and drove

them back oul of reach of gunshot, no mducement of their
officers availing for a gecond advance to the altack. Thoir
sepoys and cavalry seemng the flight of their Ruropean
allieg also retired, and all retreated together back to Sering-
ham with a loss of 200 French soldiers and 8,000 sepoys
kulled and wounded ; that of the English being 59 of
the corps killed and wgmnded, six out of ninc officers
wounded, and 150 sepoys killed and wounded.

The detgehment thdh brought up tho convoy and quietly
regamed their camp. In July Lawrence marched to
Tanjore, where Pegon with his reinforcement joined him.
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On the 28rd July he was joined by two companies of the
Bombay European Regiment (our present second battalion),
which had come round by sea, and in addition by 80 men
of the corps, and 200 topasses from Madrag, and on the
15th August the united forces wero reviewed holoro the
King of Tamnjoro. The English consisted of 1,000 men 1n

battalion, 200 topasscs, 8,000 sepoys, and 14 guns, aldo
the Tanjorean army of 2,600 cavalry and 8,000 infantry,

mostly armed with muskets.

On the 16th August Lawrence and his allies eneamped
six miles west of Elmiseram, and M. Maissin moved f{rom
the Five Rocks to intercept him ;ehig force consigted of 900
French soldiers, 400 topasses, & number of sepoys, eight
gung, and 10,000 Mysore horse, under Hyder Al

Marching on the 17th August, Lawrenco seized a doep
watercourse and high bank belween the French Rock and
Elmiseram, which Maissin had designedly failed to occupy.
In concert with Hyder Al he had arranged to draw the
English towards the Five Rocks, When Hyder was to seize
a favourable opportunity to {fall on the baggage and convoy.
The plan nearly succeeded. “‘

Lawronco, sceing tho Fronch drawn up in. order of
battle on hig left, al once accopied tho challenge and
advanced in two lines. A hot cannonade ensued in which
the French suffered a good deal, and ag the opposing lines
were on the pomnt of commencing mugketry fire, the French
went about and retreated in good ordar to the TFive
Rocks.

Lawrence wag preparing to follow, when he received
news of Hyder Ali's atlack on hiyrear. In his impatience
Hyder had moved too soon, and wag driven off whon near
the French Rock, but he contrived to capturg thirty-five
cartloads of arms, ammunition, and baggage. A separate
attack made by the French from BSeringham was met
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by a sortie from Trichinopoly by Kilpatrick, who drove
them back without loss to himself. M. Maissin offered
no further resistance, and Lawrence entered Trichinopoly
with the loss of one officer (Captamn Pegou) and eighteen
men killed. The French had 160 FKuropeans killed and
wounded. This action 18 known as the ' Battle of the French
and Sugar Loaf Rocks.’

In September the firgt king’s rcgiment gent to India
since the year 1662, when our present second battflion
landed, arrived at Madras; this corps, 700 strong, was
known a8 ‘ Adlercron’s’ or the 89th Foot (* Primus in Indis’),
and at the same timo 40emen of the Royal Artillery, and
a draft of 200 recruits for the corps, were also landed.

The French, also, at this time had received a reinforce-
ment of 1,200 soldiers from Europe, of whom 600 were a
regiment of hugsars ; each side wag thus able to bring into
the field about 2,000 Europeans.

In October Lawrence was nofified of the grant to him
of a ‘ Sword of Honour 'sof the value of £750 by the Court
of Directors of the Kast India Company, and that King
George IT had bestowed upon him the rank of Lisutenant-
Colonel in the Eagt Indies.

Since its formation into a regular regiment in 1748,
the Madras Buropean Regiment, with the Bombay European
Regiment, had been the only British troops in India until
the arrival of the 89th Regiment, and both had been
engaged and borne the prineipal share mn all the numerous
actions fought in Southern India. The devotion and
gallantry of both regiments had invariably been conspicuous,
and there are few ingstancggs on record where so many dig-
tinguished services have ‘been performed by such a handful
of men, Witk; such uniférm determination and valour, unde¥
peculiarly disadvantageous circumstances and agamst su-
perior numbers. It ig not too much to agsert that the early
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services of these two Company’s regiments laid the founda-
tion of British power in Southern India.

During the eight years’ operations against the French, in
which both corps were engaged, noarly 2,000 I'rench soldiers
had been killed m action, upwards of 2,000 were laken
prisoners of war (of these 62 were officors), and 105 guns
were captured.

When i January 1755 peace was proclaimed,
there were 900 French goldiers prisoners of war
with the British, whereas only 250 of the two corps wero

in the enemy’s prisons.

1755
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CHAPTER IX

N the 11th January peace was concluded betaveer
the French and HEnglish in India, but during the
whole of the year the corps was actively employed in s
harrowing and ¢ruel campaign, bringing into sub-
jection to the Nawab Wallajah his revolted subjects
the Poligar chiefs in Madura and Tinnevelly. This was ar
entirely jungle warfare.

In October Clive arrived at Bombay from England,

bringing with him 800 recruits for the Company’s service
and after he landed 1t was decided to attack the pirate
Angria’s forts on the wegtern coast of India.
" On the 11th February the fleet, wunde:
Admiral Watson, having on board 800 Englisk
goldiers, the greater part composed of men of the Bombay
Buropean Regiment, and 1,000 sepoys, all under Clive,
arrived off the famous fort of Gheira. After a severe can-
nonade from the ships the iroops were landed and the
fort was captured. In it was found 200 pieces of cannon
and quantities of ammunition, together with naval and
military stores; the money and effects of other kinds
amounted to upwards of £120,000. The fleet subsequently
returned to Bombay, and at the end of April sailed for
Madras with Clhive and J:ﬁny of the soldiers who had fought
at Gheira, arriving on fhe 12th May.

Clive h&d been made Governor of Fort St. David, and
he proceeded to take charge on the 20th June, the very

1755
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day on which the Nawab of Bengal, Suraj-oo-Dowla, took
Caleutta ; intelligence of which event, together with detaals
of the ¢ Black Hole’ disaster, reachod Madras on tho 16tk
August.

On Lawrence’s recommoendation Clive was offored tho
command of the expedition for the relaking of Caleutia :
the former ‘being too brokon from ago and fatigue to undor-
take so arduous a duty.

Adviees having been roceived from England that war
with Fr;noe would shortly be declared il was decided o
dispateh a force sufficient, not only to retake Calcutia,
but to attack the Nawab of Bengal in hig eapital at Moor-
shedabad.

In August a sloop of war had beon gont on in advance
to Fulta, a town on the Hoogly bolow Caleutta, with Major
Kilpatrick and 100 men of the corps on board for the pur-
pose of reagsuring the English refugees who had t{akon sheltor
there; and on the 16th October Clive sailed for Caleutia with
250 men of the 39th Regiment, 650 picked mon of the Madras
Huropean Regiment, and 1,500 gepoys ; the {loel consigting
of six ships of war and sevoral {ransports, under Admiral
Watsgon.

On the 20th Docembor the floet, with the oxcoption
of one man-of-war, arrived, and found Major Kilpatrick
at Fulta with only fifty of his mon fit Tor duty owing to
sickness, but with seventy voluntoers and gubgequent
dismissals from hospital his force was made up to 150 mon.
On the 27th December the ships woighed and reached
Mayapore, ten miles from the fort of Budge-Budge, which
was attacked next day, on the morning of which 500 of
the corps, with 1,500 sepoys B{d two field-pieces, were
landed under Clive, and proceedeéh to the attack.

After a long march, the men dragging the funs through
the mud, a halt wag called for rest, when suddenly the
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force wag attacked by 2,000 of the enemy’s foot and 1,500
horse, who were repulsed with considerable logg, several of the
corps being wounded, and one officer (an ensign) killed.
The following day the fort was evacuated, but in a skirmish
with the retreating enemy Captam Campbell of the corps

was killed. ‘
On the 1st January the fleet arrived before

1757 Alighur, which had been abandoned, but fifty guns
were captured. On the 2nd January Clive landed with
most of hig force and marched towards Caleutta, the fleet
having arrived before him and taken possession of the
fort (which the Nawab’s froops had evacuated), when the
English colours were hoisted by Captain, afterwards Sir
Eyre Coote, who had landed with 120 men of the 89th
Regiment.

On the 12th January the fort of Hoogly was captured
by a small party of men of both the 89th and the corps,
under Captain Coote. News having by this time arrived
of war between England and France, and there being 300
Frenchmen and a train of artillery at the French settle-
ment of Chandanagore, it was determined to treat with
the Nawab and thus prevent the junction of the French
with him ; but the attempt failed, and the Nawab advanced
to retake Calcutta.

On the 2nd February his army entered the Company’s
limits and clogely invested Calcutta. On the 4th February
Clive determined to attack his ecamp; at midnight, 600
sailors having been landed, a force congisting of 650 of the
corps, 100 gunners, 800 sepoys, six field-pieces, and the
sailors, marched out of the fort, and at daylight came upon
the enemy’s advanced gm{d, which they at once drove in.
A denge fog coming on, Jflive advanced to whero the Nawab
was ﬂupposec'[ to have encamped, and having repulsed a
charge by a body of Persian cavalry he marched through
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the enemy’s camp and then returned to Caleutta by another
route than the one from which he had started.

It was an exhausting day’s work and the loss was
congiderable : 27 of the corps, 12 bluejackets, and 18
sepoys were killed; 70 of the corps, 12 bluejackets,
and 85 sepoys were wounded ; Captains Pye and Bridgos
of the corpé were killed, also Mr. Belchor, Clive’s secretary ;
and a civilian volunteer, Mr. Ellig, lost hig leg by a round
shat. The enemy’s loss was slill more gevero : 22 officers of
distinetion, 600 men, 500 horses, four elephants, and several
camels were killed and wounded ; and the Nawab wag so
impressed with dread of his enempies that on the following
day he made terms, and withdrew from Briligh territory.

Meanwhile the ship of war that had been missing arrived
with the remainder of the detachment of Adlercron’s regiment
(the 89th),* also from Bombay two companies of the Bombay
European Regiment, 400 gtrong, under Captaing Bucannon
and Armstrong, and a battery of Bombay artillery ; it
was therefore resolved to attack.the French settlement of
Chandanagore. The ship, however, containing the detach-
ment of Adlercron’s regiment, having a greal number of sick
on board, was compelled to leave the river and proceed to
Vizagapatam and thence to Madras, at both of which places
many were landed belonging to the 89th and to the corps : so
that at the very commencemont of the campaign the army
was deprived of the gervices of a number of good soldiors.

On the 22nd March the batteries against Chandanagoro
were completed, and next day ail sunrise the ships com-
menced the bombardment ; the batteries on shore at the
same time opened fire, and a furious cannonade was kept
up until 9 o’clock A.M., when aﬁhg of truce was hoisted,
and at 8 p.m. the fort capitulated.

On shore 40 English soldiers were killed afid wounded,

¥ And a portion of the corps.



64 RECORDS OF THE FIRST BATTALION

of whom 20 belonged to the corps. On board the ships
892 were killed and 120 wounded. The enemy’s losses were
40 killed and 70 wounded. Before the surrender, 50 French-
men and several officers left for Patna. The plunder was
estimated at £100,000.

On the 19th May treaties were made with Meer Jaffier, the
Nawab’s commander-in-chief, to dethrone Suraj-oo-Dowla.

On the 12th June the troops at Caloutta with 150 blue-
jackets proceeded to join the remainder of the foxces
stationed at Chandanagore, and it was then decided to
attack the Nawab; consequently, leaving 100 men at
Chandanagore, the remammder of the force with the guns
were placed In boats, 200 of which were rowed up the river,
the gepoys marching along the banks.

On the 16th June the army landed at Paltee, and Major
Coote with 200 men, partly of the 89th Regiment and
partly of the Madras and Bombay Regiments, together
with 500 sepoys, was sent to take the fort of Cutwah, which
the enemy evacuated affer a slight resigtance; the same
evening the main body arrived and encamped near that
fort. On the 22nd it crossed the river before sunset, again
moved, and after a fatiguing march through a whole night’s
rain, the goldiers being up to thewr middles in mud, 1t reached
Plagsey at one o’clock on the morning of the 28rd June.

Information was shortly brought to Clive that the
enemy were encamped within two miles. The advance
guard of 200 Kuropeans, 800 sepoys, and two guns had
been posted in a small hunting house of the Nawab’s, and had
thrown out pickets in front of a grove of trees which extended
800 yards north and gouth, and was 800 yards broad,
surrounded by a slight ba'&{k and ditch. The Nawab’s hunting
house wag in front of it and cldse to the river-side, about
fifty yards distant from the grove.

At daybreak on the 28rd June the enemy was observed
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marching towards the grove of Plagsey with the apparent
intention of gurrounding it. The handful of British viowed
with wonder this numerous and imposing army of at least
50,000 foot, 18,000 horse, and 50 pieces of artillery, slowly
advancing towards them; thewr guns were chielly 18-,
24-, and 82-pounders, and each of these with its carriage
and tumb;:ﬂ was mounted on a large wooden gtage raised
on wheels about six feet from the ground, and conveying,
also, the artillerymen.

These machineg were each drawn by forty or fifly yoke
of large white bullocks, and behind each gun walked an
elephant, trained to assist by shoving with his head when
required to do so. A party of forty Frenchinon, under an
officer named Sinfray, manned four Irench {field-pieces
which were attached to thig army.

On the advance of the enemy Clive formed his force
outside the bank surrounding the grove. It consigted of
four divisions of British infantry: the first, under Major
Kilpatrick, was composed of 80 men of the corps; the
second, under Major Grant, of 200 of the corps and 80
of the Bengal Kuropeans; the third, under Major Tyre
Coote, of 170 of the 89th Regiment; and tho fourth, under
Major Gauh, of 200 of the Bombay Europoan Rogiment. The
sepoys were formed on each wing ; three field-pieces were on
each flank of the Luropeans, and these and the two guns
with the advance guard were manned by 100 British gunners
and 50 bluejackets ; m all, the British had not more than
1,020 Europeans and 2,100 sepoys in the ranks.

The enemy, with their guns dispersed in brigades between
the divigions of their troops, which were formed in deep
masges, advanced slowly and atempted to surround the
grove, which, however, the river aﬁ@ the occupation of the
Nawab’s hunting house prevented; they then halted, and

M. Sinfray with his four guns advanced in front of a body
n 2




56 ~ RBRECORDS OF THE FIRST BATTALION

of infantry commanded by Meer Moodeen, and at eight
o'clock A.m. began a brisk cannonade, the first shot of which
killed one grenadier and wounded another of the corps.

The British drawn up outside the grove, their left resting
on the river, and their right on the grove, remained for
some time exposed to the fire of all the enemys artillery,
and in a few minutes having logt some twenty Huropeans
and thirty sepoys killed or wounded Clive retired within the
grove under sheller of the mound, the left flank being still
covered by the Plassey hunting house; and by the river;
the enemy, much elated, pushed forward all their artillery
to within short range, whale the British field-pieces, beauti-
fully served, continued & heavy fire on those of the enemy.

In this situation both armies remained until midday,
when on a shower of rain falling the enemy’s fire was much
glackened ; a large body of their cavalry at thig time at-
tempted to charge, but were repulsed by the field-guns,
and retired out of range. On the rain ceasing the enemy
again resumed the cannohade, which was kept up on both
sides until three o’clock p.M., when, having lost many men,
amongst others Meer Moodeen, their best general, they
retired to their camp ; the Frenchman Sinfray, however,
still kept his position, but soon followed the rest.

The enemy’s entrenchment wag about three miles in
extent ; in the centre was a mound mounting guns, and
between it and the Britigsh line were three more mounds, all
of which were fully armed. Major Kilpatrick, on Sinfray’s
retiroment, at once pushed forward and oceupied the ground
hehad vacated. Clivejoming him on the gpot, determined to
renew the attack, and ora@emd an advance of the whole line.

The British artillerg{g %ept up a galling fire on the crowds
in the enemy’s camp, which threw their artillery into
confasion, killing and wounding many of their gunners,
bullocks, and elephants. At this juneture a large corps
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of the enemy under Meer Jaffier, tho commander-n-chief,
made a demongiration from the right of their line, in such
a manner, however, as made it doubtful whether they
were friends or foes, but being kept at a distance by a fow

cannon shot they remained aloof.
The British were now ordered to storm the entronchment

in two columns : one led by Kilpatrick and headed by tho
Madras European Regiment, the other by Coote with the
" grenadiers of the 89th and Bombay European Regiments.
The former stormed and captured Sinfray’s guns, the other
digpersed and completely routed a large body of the enemy.
Cavalry, artillery, and infanbry all fled in one confused
mass, throwing away their arms and all that impeded their
flight; all their gung were abandoned, many of the clephants
had been wounded and became unruly, and most of the gun
bulloeks had been either killed or wounded. Thus ended the
battle of Plaggsey--not, perhaps, to be reckoned a great
battle, as it was won mainly by treachery in {he enemy’s
camp, but, as a victory, in itg*consequences the greatost
~ ever gamed.

The vietory of Plassoy was gamned with but Little loss
to the British, the cagualties amounting to only about 50
killed and wounded, of which the corps had 15 men killed
and a few wounded-; the enemy lost 500 killed and wounded,
in addition to tho capture of all their guns, elophants,
horges, baggage, and camp equipage. .

On the 25th June the army marched tp Moorshedabad,
the defeated Nawab’s capital, and on the 29th, Clive,
escorted by 200 men of the corps and 800 sepoys, entered
the city and solemnly placed Meer Jaffier on the throne.

The battle of Plassey was DIR_; of the last occasions on
which a large portion of the corpy was engdged under its
distinguished commander, Clive : designated by the great
Chatham ‘a heaven-born general.’
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CHAPTER X

BOM the begmning of the year part of the corps &%
Trichinopoly had been employed under Caillaud in
agssaulting the city of Madura, which was carried by storm on
the 8th beptember. On the 12th May a large
French force arrived at Seringham and sgeveral
attacks wore made on Trichinopoly, the garrison of which
was much weakened by the absence of Caillaud in Madura,
and amounted to only 150 of the corps, 15 artillerymen, and
700 sepoys, and these had in addition to their other duties
to guard no less than 500 French prisoners confined 1in
the fort. "

On the 20th May the enemy attempted to escalade, but
were severely repulsed, and on the 21st they failed in
preventing Caillaud’s detachment of 20 men of the corps
and 1,200 sepoys from forcing their way through and
entering the city.

On the 25th May Coloncl Adlercron with hig regiment,
the 89tk oot, marched from Madras towards Wandewash,
which he took after a slight resistance; this alarmed
the French, who then withdrew from the neighbourhood of
Trichinopoly, on which Colonel Adlercron returned to the

Presidency. .

"1

Early on the 15th Jungr200 French and 500 sepoys, with
iwo guns, marched from, Pondicherry to burn and plunder
Conjeveram. This large pagoda, between Madras and
Arcot, was defended by two companies of British sepoys

41757
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under Serjeant Lamberton of the corps, who repulsed the
enemy with severe loss, and obtained a commission for hig

gallantry.

On the 19th June Colonel Adlercron with his ocorps,
the 89th, augmented by a part of tho Madras Luropean
Regiment, marched from St. Thomas’'s Mount, near Madras,
towards Ootramalore, where much sickness broke out in
camp : the mortality was great, men dying alter less than
tvrelve hours’ illness ; but on change of ground the disease
disappeared On the advance of the Hnglish the French
retired towards Wandewash, where on the 14th July the
English encamped within gight of them.

The strength of the two armies wag about egual: the
French numbering 800 Europeans, of whom 100 were hussauxs,
and 1,600 sepoys. Of the English there were 700 British
soldiers, partly of Adlercron’s and partly of the Madras
European Regiment, and 2,000 sepoys. Lawrence had
accompanied Adlercron as a volunteer, but having on the
16th June received a superior cemmisgion to the latter he
assumed command, and marching out offered the enemy
battle, which they declined, and on the 26th he retired to
Conjeveram, leaving there 500 British goldiers and 1,500
sepoys as a garrison, forwarding the romaindor to the
different posts from which they had been withdrawn.

During the remamder of the year the portion of the
corps serving  the Carnatic was employed in harassing the
enemy’s territories and attacking or defending posts. The
French were awalting reinforcements, and the English, from
the same cause and the doubtful state of affairs in Bengal,
remained almost entirely on the defensive.

Clive meanwhile was engaged in capturing and dispersing
bodies of French adventurers in Dengal, and fearing from
the arrival of the French squadron on the coast¥hat Caloutta
might again be attacked, he could not return to Madras the
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detachment of the corps originally sent, and which had
since heen employed at the different actions from the
recapture of Calecutta until the end of 1757.

In August Adlercron’s regiment was recalled to England,
but most of the men and many of the officers volunteered for
the service of the Bagt India Company: thoge in Bengal
joining the Bengal Furopeans, and thogse in Madras the
Madrag European Regiment.

On the 1st May M. Lally and Count d'Estaimeg,
with 1,000 Frenchmen and as many sepoys, arrived
before Cuddalors, which being quite untenable was sur-
rendered by the English qn the 4th May, with the stipu-
lation that the garrison should be allowed to march to Fort
St. David, and that 150 French prisoners of war should
proceed to any neutral port until exchanged by an equal
number of Engligh.

On the 6th May, fresh French troops having arrived at
Pondicherry, they were at once marched out to remnforce
thogse at Cuddalore, and om the 15th batteries were erected
by the encmy at about 1,000 yards from the adjacent Hort
St. David, which on the 16th May was clogely invested.

On the 1st June an incessant fire was kept up from
twenty-one guns and thirteen mortars, which, owing to
want of powder in the DBritish garrison, could not be
returned with even a gingle gun. Af noon the same day
the French squadron entered the roads, when Major Palier
of the corps concluded terms and the garrison surrendered
a8 prisoners of war.

The French force before Fort St. David amounted to 2,500
Europeans and 8,000 3epoys.

In August a few mfn of the corps with 500 sepoys
assigted the Rajah of Tanjore, and thus foiled the French in
their attack on that oitgr, which otherwige would certainly
have fallen into the enemy’s hands,

1758
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On the 18th August Lawrence took the field with 520
men of the corps and 1,200 sepoys from Madrasg, and attack-
ing Trivatore took it by assault, as also Trinomallee.

In August, also, a detachment of 70 men of the corps,
50 Caffirs, 10 companies of sepoys, and two field-pieced, under
Captain Joseph Smith of the corps (afterwards Genoral and
Commander-in-Chief in India), captured Terriore with some
logs to the British, but much greater to the enemy.

= In September, Clive at Caleutla, although learning of the
fall of Fort St. David, determined not to gend troops to
Madras, but to employ all who could be spared against the
French in the Northern Circars, s@ ag to tako the pregsure off
Fort St. George. TFor this purposehe put Colonel Forde, an
officer who had volunteered from Adlercron’s regiment, in
command of 500 men of the detachment of the Madras Huro-
pean Regiment which had originally embarked from Madras,
together with 2,000 Madras sepoys, 100 lascars, six brasg
field-pieces, and six 24-poundors for battering. Thig force
embarking on gix ships sailed for /izagapatam at the end of
September.

On the 14th September the T9th Ioot arrived at
Madras from Hngland 900 strong under Colonel Draper. In
Angust the French had possession of every small post in the
neighbourhood of Madras exeepting Chingleyput, held by a
weak detachmenl under Lieutenani Airey; consoquently,
on Draper’s arrival a reinforcement was sent 1@ Airey
under Captamn Richard Smith, which augmented the
garrison to thirty chosen men of the BO].‘PS: nine companies
of gepoys, and twelve gunners, with orders to defend the fort
to the last. .

Caillaud arrived at Madras off the 25th October with
part of the garrison from Trichinapqu; and foEr more field-
pieces, with Liagcars to man them, were, in consequence, gent
to Chingleyput. Lally seeing the importange of the place
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regolved, too late, to march againgt 1t with his entire force,
and startod on the 2nd November with 800 TFrenchmen
and some native cavalty and sepoys; but Draper and
Lawrence having preceded him, he roturned to Pondicherry,
thus enabling an Inglish convoy of provisions and ammuni-
tion to be safely deposgited in the fort.

On the 20th Octobor Colonel Forde arxrived at Vizaga-
patam from Bengal, and on the 1st Deccmber came in
sight of M. Conflans, the French commauder, with hig foree
drawn up in a strong position near Condore; M. Conflang
had with him upwards of 500 Frenchmen, 36 pieces of cannons
gome mortars, 8,000 sepoys, and 500 horse. Iforde had 470
of the corps, 1,900 sepoys, six field-pieces, a howitzer, eight
battering gung, and three mortars. The English ally, the
Rajah of Vizagapatam, had 500 horge and 5,000 variously
armed infantry, as also 40 renegade Kuropeans under a
Mr. Bristol, an Englishman, who also maraged four pieces
of artillery.

On the 10th Decemlrer the battle took place. The
French battalion known as {he ‘Battalion of India’ was
opposed to the Madras European Regiment under Captain
Adnet, which, after pouring in a volley which knocked over
half of the enemy’s grenadiers, rushed in to the chargo; the
French did not stand it, but ran, seeking shelter behind their
guns, under a heavy fre from which they rallied; but
nothing could withstand the corps, which moved swiftly
on, capturing every gun, and driving the IFrench before
them in confusion.

The French again rallied m their entrenched camp, bub
being followed they agaip broke and fled m disorder,
abandoning their camp ga'qd baggage. Six of the French
officers and §O men were killed, and six officers and 70
men made prisoners, all belonging to the ‘ Battalion of
India’; 82 pieces of brass cannon, 50 tumbrils and other
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carriages, seven mortars, 8,000 draught bullocks, and all
the French tents, were captured. Of the corps, Captlain
Adnet and 15 men were killed, and four officers and 29
men were wounded ; of tho sopoys on the English side, 100
men were killad and wounded. Colonel Forde arrived at
the fort of Condore next morning, and found in it a large
quantity of military stores.

Whilst these operations were going on in the Northern
Cirthrs, Lally and his entire force was advaneing to the giege
of Fort St. George. On the 8th December he marched
from Vendalore to Sf. Thomas’s Mount (twelve miles from
Madras), and Lawrence, who cominanded there, retired to
Choultry Plain, not intending to risk an action with an
overwhelmingly superlor force. On the 12th the enemy
approached, and Liawrence again rotired leisurely into Fort
St. George.

The garrison of Fort St. George consisted of 1,758 Euro-
pean soldiers, of whom 198 belonged to the 79th Foot, 1,193
to two battalions of the corps, whreh at that time congisted
of three battalions, 140 gunners of the Royal Artillery, 80
gunners of the Madray artillery, 64 topassos, 84 Caffirs,
and 2,220 gepoys. In addition,. 150 European civilians
were told off to take charge of and serve out stores.

Lally, Bugsy, and d’Iistaing were the French com-
manderg, and their forces consisted of 8,000 French infantry,
2,000 French dragoons, 10,000 sepoys, and a poaverful
artillery. ' _

The siege lasted for sixty-three days; the
English fired 26,6564 rounds from their guns, 7,502
ghells from wmortars, and 200,00 rounds of cartridges.
Thirty guns and five mortars @re dismantled by the
enemy s fire, and 8,000 shells were fired into the fort.

The English loss amounted to 88 officers, 559 Europeans,
and 364 sepoys, killed, wounded, and prisoners,

1759
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The siege wag raised on the 16th Tebruary, 1759, on
the approach of reinforcements by sea. Thus came to an
end the most notable siege that had yet occurred in India,
and the last serious bid for an Hastern empire by the
French.
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CHAPTER XI

NHE reinforcements from England brought up the
strength of the Kuropean troops in the Madras
Presidency to over 1,700 men, and the Council thought
they ought to do something ; so, contrary to Law-
rence’s advice, they sent him towards Conjeveram,
which Lally had reoccupied after rotiring from the siege of
Fort St. George.

But Lawrence’s army was badly off for transport, and
there was no money to maintain tho txroops in the field. The
Council, consequently, were anxious 1o bring back their
troops to Madras ; Lawrence, however, pointed out the evil
effects of retiring in face of the enemy.

To advise the Council, he left the army and came fto
Madrag ; hig health by this time had completely broken down,
and he made known hig intention of returning to England.

In April he gailed with the resolve of never returning to
India. On hig arrival in England the directors granted him
an annuity of £500 a year ; and in September 1760 statues
were voted to Lawrence, Clive, and Admiral Pocock, ¢ that
their eminent and signal services to the Company may be
ever had in remembrance.’

After the battle of Condore Colonel Forde marched to the
sioge of Masulipatam ; but, me&gwhile, the English army
before Conjeveram, under the command of Major Brereton
of the King’s service and Major Caillaud of the Company’s,
marched towards and laid giege to Wandewash ; the French

1’759
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at the same time, leaving thelr entrenchments strongly
garrisoned, advanced to Trivatore.

On hearing thig Brereton left Wandewash, and on the 15th
April arrived at Conjeveram and invested it; by 8 A.m.
the following morning his guns had destroyed the ravelin,
when the grenadiers of the corps, led by Caillaud, rushed out
and drove the defenders inside. An attack was belng pre-
pared by the officers in the ravelin, when an old gun loaded
to the muzzle with musket balls was fired into them, killxg
eight men and wounding ten. Captaing Stewart and Banna-
tyne, and Lieutenants Hunter and Elliot were killed, and
Major Cailland and Lieutenant Vaughan were wounded, the
latter dangerously, as also were three other officers.

During thig time, however, Lieutenant Airey with a
small party of the corps and some sepoys had entered the
pagoda on the other side, and the place was Instantly
carried.

Colonel Forde reached Masulipatam on the 6th March,
the fort of which was sitpated on the bank of a branch of
the Kistna, this river washing its southern face; the other
sides being surrounded by a swamp. After several days’
bombardment the fort was carried by assault on the 7th
April. '

Forde m reply to M. Conflans’ offer to surrender on terms,
threatened to put everyone to the sword if further registance
wag offered, on which the enemy surrendered at diseretion.

The garrison of Masulipatam was composed of 700 French
goldiers and 2,687 sepoys, whereas Forde's force consisted
of but 500 men of the corps and 2,000 sepoys.* (Captains
Callender and Mallitore a;nd 22 men of the corps were
killed, and 62 were womanded. The gepoys, who behaved
with great gallantry, h&cf' 50 killed and 150 wounded. The
plunder wa8 very valuable, and Masulipatam and the

* In addition there were a few gunners and 30 sailors from the Ileet.
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adjacent countries wore ceded to the British. No Bengal
European troops were employed under Colonel Forde at
sither Condore or Masulipatam.

About the 15th Oectober, 17569, Coloncl Forde lefi
Masulipatam by sea [or Caleulia, and delivered ovoer
command of the garrison, 800 of the corps, and 800 scpoys,

to Captain Fisher of the regiment.
On the 5th December Fisher marched with the groator

pexrt of the garrison to Coconada near Rejahmundry, and
captured nearly all the Chevalior Poete’s detachment of
Buropeans ; the Chevalier and a few men only escaping
in a vesgel lying at anchor off the Dutch factory at that place.

On the 25th July 500 men of the 84th Foot, or * Coole’s”’
Regiment, arrived at Madras and joined the army af
Conjeveram, under Brereton.

In August 800 of the corps marched against Trivatore,
and on the 25th of that month Coloncl Brerelon marched to
Wandewash ; his force consisted of part of the 84th Foot,
the 79th Foot, and part of ihe corpg: in all 1,500
BEuropeans, 80 Caffirs, 2,500 scpoys, 100 mounted men of
the corps, and 700 native cavalry, with 10 ficld-piocces.
On tho 27th the dragoons of the corps defeatod a party of
French hussars, taking prioners one officor and eight men ;
this skirmish took place near Trivatore, which gurrendered

on the approach of the main body.
The army then advanced on Wandewash, which was held

by 1,600 French soldiers. An unswmecessiul attack was mado
at midnight with a logs to the Brilish of 12 officors and
195 goldiors killed and wounded ; of the former, two officers
and 80 soldiers belonged to the corps. The enemy lost
their general, M. de Mainville, =and two officers killed,
and upwards of 200 Frenchmen killed and wounded; 80
prisoners were taken. Brereton thenYtoturned t6"Conjeveram,

On the 26ih October, 600 men of the 84th Fool having
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landed at Madras, Caillaud with 200 of the corps was sent to
Calcutta, Clive having recommended thatl officer for the
appomntment of Commander-in-Chief of the troops in Bengal ;
and 1t wag the remnant of these men who were transferred
to the Bengal establishment in 1766, when Lord Clive
reorganised the army of that Pregidency. Sixty men of the
corps were also sent to reinforce the garrison of Masulipatam.

On the 21st November Coote took command at Conje-
veram, and at once digpatched Captain Preston and 200 mgn
of the corps to Wandewash with the matériel for a siege, and
there on the 25th he was joined by Colonel Brereton and
detachments of the corps and of the 84th Foot. On the 26th
the pettah was gtormed and taken, and on the 29th the fort
surrendered. The French lost five officers, 100 French-
men, and 500 sepoys taken prisoners, besides quantities of

ordnance and stores.
Coote next laid siege to Carrangooly, which surrendered

on the 10th December; five French were killed. Of the
corps two privates were mortally wounded, as was algo an
officer of artillery.

On the 9th December, Lally having dispatched 600
French from Seringham to join the army m the field, Captain
Joseph Smith, commanding at Trichinopoly, senlt Ensigns
Bridges and Hart of the corps to capture Cortallum and
Toteum ; this they effected, taking prisoners two officers
and 38 French grenadiers, besides collecling Rs. 100,000,
the revenue of the digiriet.

On the 19th December the British army was cantoned
at Cauveripauk, and Coote repaired to Madras.

On the 26th December Coote’s force marched out of
cantonments, and on the 99th both armies were in sight of
each other, but beyond § few skirmishes nothing of import-
ance occurred ; thus tnded the third year of a doubtful
war i the Carnatic.
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On the 20th January, Coote receiving intelli-
1760 gence that the French were vigorously assaulting
the fortress of Wandewash, which wag garrisoned by 80
men of the corps and 300 sepoys, under Captain Sherlock,
he at onee advanced to raise the siege. The enemy’s position
was a strong one, and as the British on the 22nd drew up in
order of battle the French beat to arms and formed up in
front of thelr lines ; the two forces then commenced a brigk
cﬁ,nnona,de. The French hussars, 800 strong, were on the
right of the ¢ Regiment of Lorraine ’ of 400 bayonets ; in the
centre came the ¢ Battalion of India,” 700 bayonets, and on
their left was the ¢ Regiment of Lally,” 400 bayonets, whose
left flank rested on the entrenched embankment of a dry tank
in which were posted the marines of the squadron and some
troops who had escaped from Captain Fisher at Coconada :
in all 800 men with four field-pieces. Three guns were
placed between each of the battalions, 400 sepoys wero
stationed in rear of the marines, and 900 were distributed
in rear of each of the French regiments; in addition, there
was an entrenchment at each extremity of the line occupied
by 50 French soldiers ; the whole force amounting to 2,250
HBuropeans, 800 Caffirs, 6,000 native mfantry, and 20 pieces
of artillery, and in addition, 80 Frenchmen and 800 gepoys
were maimntained in the batteries before Wandewash ; there
were also 8,000 Mahratta cavalry.
The British f9£/med up in three lines, numbering (including
80 dragoons of the corps) 1,700 Huropeans, 2,100 sepoys,
16 field-piecds, and 250 native cavalry. In the first line
wag the 84th or Coote’s regiment on the left, Draper’s
or the 79th on the right, and two battalions of the
Madras Buropean Regiment in the centre, all without their
crenadiery, and between each regiment ten pieces of artillery

were placed in position. :

In the second line, as a reserve, were all the grenadiers of
i)
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the Furopean corps, making 300 bayonels, with iwo field-
pieces, and on their Aanks were 1,900 sopoys.

The cavalry formed the third line, tho 80 dragoons of
the corps being in the centre ; two companies of sepoys and
two guns were on tho left, a liltle mn advance of the line
and al a short distanco from it.

As the British were advancing along the plain, Lally with
his cavalry made a détour and attacked the left of the
cavalry line, which' got confused and galloped off the _’,'.elii,
leaving the 80 dragoons of the corps to stand the charge
single-handed. The guns, however, opened on the enemy and
obliged them to hurry out of fire ; the native cavalry at the
sgame time, recovering from their paniec formed up, and led
by the dragoons purgued the enemy to the rear of their camp.

The British line having advanced to within gunshot, a
smart cannonade was commenced, the guns doing much
execution on the French line, when Lally having rejoined
them they advanced to the attack. Coote at the same time
moved all his Furopeans to meet them, leaving his sepoys
and nalive cavalry behind. At noon both linocs halied
within 200 yards of each other and opened fire, when the
‘Regiment of Lorraine,” broaking into column, rushed to
the charge.

Coote’s or tho 84th, tho rogiment attacked, reserved its
fire until the French had arrived within twonty paces, whon
1t wag delivered on both flanks of the French column, but did
not stop its advanco, and the two rogimontsyyere ingtantly
mingled in a @lose conflict with the bayoney. In a few
minutes the ground was strewed with the wounded and dead
of both corps. The ‘ Regiment of Liorraine,’ being crowded
mn column and furiously attacked on both lanks, gave way
and ran back in digorder to camp.

The 84th being algo®in some confusion, was recalled from
pursuit and formed up on its original position. At this
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time a shot striking a tumbril in the entrenched post
caused an explosion, by which eighty of tho French marines
were blown up, and nearly all, including the Chevalier Poste,

were killed.
The confugion thig caused was ingtantly taken advantage

of by Draper, who with the 79th, and led by Brereton,
stormed that post, and although loging many men, drove all
before them, oceupied the posilion, and opened so hot s
fire on the enemy’s field-pieces that the French gunners
abandoned their posts.

Marquis Bussy with the ‘ Regiment of Lally ’ endeav-
oured to retake the position, but his horse being shot under
him, and the 79th advancing to the charge, his men ran away
and left him a prisoner with an officer of Draper’s regiment.

During this eonflict on both flanks of the British line,
the two corps of the rival Eagt India Companies in the centre,
namely, the Madras European Regiment and the ‘ Battalion
of India,” were keeping up a heavy fire on each other. On
Lally’s repulse the two battalions of the corps, the 84th,
and the reserve of gremadiers, were ordered to advance and
storm the enemy’s camp ; leaving their field-pieces behind
they pushed on at the charge. The ‘Battalion of India,’
though joined by the marines and the two regiments of
Lally and Lorraine, could not stand their ground but were
forced to retire within their lines, where they were followed,
again repulsed, gi1d driven intotal disorder behind theircamp,
when the Freych hussars gallantly threw themselves between
them and their agsailants, and thus enablod them fo retire in
good order towards the outskirts of Wandewash, where their
men from the trenches joined them, having abandoned all
their guns and ammunition, none of which they had time to
destroy.

The fighting at the battle of Wandewash was almost

entfirely between the Europeans on either side. Twenty-two
P 2
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pieces of cannon were taken, 800 of the I'rench were killed
or wounded, 200 were counted dead on the field, 240
were taken prisoncrs, of whom 200 were wounded and 30
died before next morning ; six of the killed and 20 of the
prisoners wero officers, the prinecipal of whom were General
de Bussy and Le OChevalior Godeville, Quartermaster-
General.

Of the ‘ Regiment of Lally,’ Lieutenant-Colonel Murphy,
two captains, and two lieulenants; of the ° Regiment qf
Lorraine,” one captain and one lieutenant ; and of the ‘ Bat-
talion of India,’” two lieutenants and two ensigns, and Le
Chevalier de Poete, Knight of Malta (who subsequently died
of hig wounds), were wounded.

The British lost 63 HEuropeans, officers inecluded,
killed, and 141 wounded, several of whom died of their
wounds—amongst others the gallant Colonel Brereton.
Thirty-six of the killed and 14 of the wounded belonged
to the corps; 18 killed and 36 wounded belonged to the
T9th+ and 17 killed andr 66 wounded to the 84th. Four
dragoons of the corps were wounded, 17 of the native
cavalry were killed, and 82 wounded, and of the sepoys
six were killed and 15 wounded.

During this year Clive returned to England on leave of

abgence.
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CHAPTER XII

HE joy at the victory of Wandewash diffused throughout
the Presidency of Madrag was equal to that felt at
Caleutta on the receipt of the news of the victory at Plassey.
After their defeat the enemy retired to Pondi-
1760 cherry, and Coote on the 28th January invested
Chitapett, which surrendered the next day; the garrison,
commanded by the Chevalier de Tilly, consisted of four
officers, 54 French soldiers (besides 73 who had been
wounded at Wandewash and were in hospital), and 300
sepoys. Nine guns, 800 new muskets, and a large store
of ammunition were captured. -

On. the 18t February Coote arrived before Arcot, which on
the 9th surrendered ; early next morning the grenadiers of
the force took possession of the gates, and the garrison, con-
slsting of 11 officers, 247 Irench soldiers, and 300 sepoys,
were made prigoners. Four mortars, twenty-iwo guns, and
much ammunition and stores of all kindg were captured.

On the news of the vietory of Wandewash the <French
at Trichinopoly evacuated the dsland of Seringham and
marched en route to Pondicherry, but Captain Joseph Smith
of the corps marched after them, and before they reached
Utatoor captured thirty French «risoners—FEnsign Horne of
the corps capturing the small forts of Cortallum and Totewm,
the only remaining forts occupied by the'enemy.

Thug for the first time since any part of the corps garri-
soned Trichmopoly was itg neighbourhood entirely free from



74  RECORDS OF THE FIRST BATTALION

the I'rench. After the reduction of Arcot Coote’s force
invested Vellore, which to spare the attack paid a tribute of
Rs. 80,000. Trinomallee surrendered on the 29th February
to a forco under Captain Stephen Smith of the corpg. On the
1st March Coote marched againgt the hill fort of Permacoil,
situated at the top of a steep rock never before invested by
Huropeans ; the lower works were captured, and after an
attempt to escalade the upper fort, during which Coote was
wounded, the place surrendered; the garrison were made
prisoners and twenty-two guns were captured.

On the 9th March, near Pondicherry, the * Regiment of
Lorraine ’ was charged with such spirit by the Company’s
Buropean dragoons that they were thrown mto confusion
and had several men sabred ; and on the 12th March the
fort of Amalparrah was taken by assault, the garrison made
prisoners, and twenty-two guns were captured.

~ On the 28th March Karrical was invested. The bombard-
ment was kept up until the 5th Aprl, when the garrigon
gurrendered ; 115 Krench soldiers, T2 topasses, and 250
sepoys were made prisoners, and besides small arms and
stores of all sorts, 155 pieces of cannon, nine mortars, and
quantities of ammunition were captured. The fort of
Karrical, completely fortified after the modern faghion,
and the surrounding districts, were thus transferred to the
Britigh. .
On the 8rd April the fort of Villaporam, garrisoned by
1,000 native soldiers, was zssaulted and captured by a small
detachment under Captain Wood of the corps. On the 7th,
Coote having recovered from his wound rejoined the army ;
on the 8th he reconnoitred Valdore, and on the following
day invested it until the 18th, when the fort surrendered,
although the whole French force was marching to its relief
and at the time of surrender were drawn up In position.
Twenty guns were captured. Meanwhile the divigion which
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had taken Karrical marched against Chilambaram, which
surrendered. |

In every one of these captures part of the corps was
engaged. On thenight of the 10th May the French suddonly
attacked Cuddalore and captured five surgeons, six warrant
officers, and 70 men sick in hospital, digspersing the
sepoy garrison ; and on the following night the attack was
repeated, but a party of the corps having reinforeced ihe
earrison, the enemy were defeated with a loss of three officers
and 82 men killed and wounded.

On the 20th May another attack on Cuddalore was
made by 700 French infantry, 150 hussars, and 500 sepoys,
who were repulsed with a loss of two officers killed, and
upwards of 80 men killed and wounded. On the 26th three
companies of Royal Artillery with their guns, comprising
178 men, arrived from England and joined the army.

On the 20th July,.Coole with two battalions of the
corps and a company of the Bombay European Regiment
attacked the French army near“Villanore; Draper’s and
Coole’s regiments acting in conjunction, the enemy retired
on Pondicherry. On the evening of this day Villanore was
assaulted and captured, the French fag hauled down and
the Britigh flag hoisted.

On the 17th August the Mysore army laid siege to
Trinomallee, defended by a few men of the corps and foux
companies of gepoys; the enemy slormed twice with much
resolution, but were repulsed with groat, slaughter, and
eventually abandoned their gung and retired to Thiagur.

Four hundred and twenty-two marines from the sguadron
having landed, Coote determinecd to drive the French within
the boundary hedge of Pondicherrj; and to take the fort of
Ariancopang. On the 2nd Septembor part of a Highland
regiment joined hig force, and on the 4th Lally attacked the
British camp ; he was repulsed and four French prisoners
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were taken, one of them bemg M. D’Auteuil, the same
general who surrendered to Clive al Voleondah in 1752.

At thig {ime, commissions of a genior date having arrived
from England, Colonel Monson superseded Coote, who then
returned to Madrag, leaving Monson mn command. Monson
at once undertook the siege of Pondicherry, which he
invested from the 2nd September until January 1761,
when it wag finally captured by the British. The
troops under Mongon’s command congisted of Draper’s and
Coote’s regiments, each 1,000 strong, 200 British marines
from the fleet, 150 of the 73rd Highlanders, 800 of the
Madras European Regiment, two companies of foreigners,
850 of the Bombay Iuropean Regiment, and 1,100 sepoys ;
the latter under Major Joseph Smith of the corps.

During this long and arduous siege many gevere
encounters between the French and British took place
with heavy casualties on both sides, including the loss,
owing to a wound, of Colonel Monson himself, who was suc-
ceeded in command by Colonel Eyre Coote. On the 16ih
January the whole of the grenadiers of the British occupied
the different gates of tho foriress, the army having previously
captured the numerous flanking redoubts, and on the alter-
noon of the same day the French garrison under Lally having
gurrendered, paraded in front of the citadel for Colonel
Coote’s ingpection ; there were but 1,100 of them, all worn
down by fatigue, famine, and disease.

On the 17th Januaryhe British flag was hoigted and
saluted with 1,000 guns—=2,072 prisoners were taken and
600 guns were captured.

The British logs during the siege was 82 officers and
500 rank and file killed and wounded ; thatl of the onomy
considerably greater. The fortress was razed to the ground,
and Pondicherry and its dependencies were at once handed
over to the Governor of Fort St. George.

17764
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On the 15th February the foit of Gingee was caplured

by Captain Stephen Smith of the corps, and on the same
day the strong fort of Thiagur surrendered after a bombard-
ment of sixty-four days by a force under Major Preston
of the corps, consisting of a strong detachment of the corps,
a large party of artillerymen, and a considerable body of
sepoys and native horse. The enemy lost during the siego
nearly 100 Frenchmen killed and woundad.
* During March the French settlements of Mahé and
Tellicherry were taken, in which service a detachment of the
corps and a company of the Bombay Kuropean Regiment
under Captain Gore of the lattér corps participated. By
the 5th April not a single gettlement belonging to the French
remained in all India. Thus, after a war of fifteen years’
duration, in every action of which thecorps had been engaged,
during a poriod when it alone held the important fortress of
Trichinopoly, and not only defeated every assault made upon
1t, but had on seven different occasions defeated the French
in pitched battles on the plain within sight of the wallg,
and thrice taken prisoners, or utterly destroyed the entire
investing foree, they inflicled on their encmy a like mmjury
to that intended for the British by the Fronch, after the
reduction of Madras in 1746,

On the 3rd October Lawrence again took his seat on
the Madras Council, having returned to India in the Fox
packet, vielding apparenily to the solicitation *of tho
directors. By this time he had 50 thoroughly won their
confidence that hig position was greatly improved. HHe was
again made Commander~in-Chief of all the Company’s forces
i India ; and to ensure that he*should not he superseded in
the field by any colonel of king’s troops, he recoived from
King George III the commission of Major-Gencral in the
Hagt Indies.
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CHAPTER XIII

O part of the regiment that had gone to Calcutts
with Clive in 1756 had returned to Madras by the
year 1761, except the detachment sgent to Vizagapatam
by Clive in 1758, and i1 October 1759, 200 of the corps
accompanied Cailland to Calcutta, whither he proceeded
to take command of the forces in Bengal, which had
been much weakened by the departure of the above-men-
tioned portion of the corps under Forde to Vizagapatam
in 1758.

In November 1759 Clive advanced with a small
force, of which a“detachment of the corps formed
part, to the relief of Patna, which containing a small British
garrison had beenlaid giege to by the French under M. Law,
and the Emperor of Delhi. On hig appearance the enemy
retired and tho Bmperor withdrew from the province. INor
Clive's services on this occagion the Nawab of Bengal, Meer
Jalfior, bestowed upon him tho rank of Omrah of the
Mogul Empire, together with a jaghire worth £30,000 per
annum, 50 well known as ¢ Clivo’s Jaghire,” now forming
" Lord Clive’s Fund.’ |

In August and October Dulch ships filled with troops
arvived in the Hoogly mear Fulta, with 700 Dutch
soldicrs and 800 Malays, to reinforce tho Dutch garrison
at Chingura. The Dufch geized some IFnglish vessels
and tore down the Brilish flag at Fulta and Riapore;
Chve, therefore, directed three English ships to attack the
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Dutch fleet, whilst some of the troops, consisting of 240
British mfantry, 80 artillerymen, and 1,200 sepoys, wers g0
disposed as to bombard the Dutch fleet should it advance
up the river, the remainder to be ready to prevent a junction
with the Dutch at Chingura.

Colonel Forde was in command of the troops, and on
the 19th November he marched out towards Chandanagore,
a position between Chinsura and the Duteh troops, should
they land. The enemy, disregarding all remonstrance,
proceeded up the river, and on the 28rd November landed
their troops.

The British troops in the badterles at once reinforced
Forde, who on the 24th November wag suddenly attacked
by the garrison of Chinsura, which, however, was sgoon
disposed of with considerable slaughter and the logs of their
guns.

On the 25th November Forde encountered the Dutch
forces under Colonel Roussel on the plaing of Badara.
The engagement wasg ghorl, sharp, and deecisive ; the Dutch
in less than half an hour were completely routed, with a loss
of 120 Europeans and 200 Malays killed, 150 men wounded,
and 3560 Huropeans and 200 M<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>