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A LECIURE

EARLY MARRIAGE,

——"W

EARLY marriago is tho souree of all ovils, By early
marriago is meant tho marriage which takes place af fifteon
or sixteon yoars of ago, This is, indoed, not the proper ago
when il ouglt to take place, This cvil practico is prova-
lent to & misghiovous exient in ouwr country. It would
havo been for the bonefit of our country, had the marriase
takon placo al the age above referred to ; for thereby the -
young men of ow country would have been saved from o
gront deal of evils, and il would havoe assuredly conduced
to thoir happinoss and prospovily. But instead of marriages
laking placo at tho abovo.slated time, {hey generally,
almost ahways, take placo at twelve or thirtecn yoars of
apo s and somobimos, to the groatost misfortunce of the
bridegraom, it takes placo at gaven or cight years of age.

This practico of porforming marriages at so caxly an ago
ig injurious to tho young hoys of our country, It is useless
to onlor inlo the dolails of mentioning {thoe evils that fow
(rom. it; but 1 cannot refrmn {rom mentioning some of
them. Tho first and most prominent ovil that artses, is that
young mon’s future improvemont with rogard o the intel-
leetual powors is ab onco put a stop to. This is the suitablo
period whon they shonld divoet thoir atiention and devolo
thelr {ima 1o studies, bub alas 1 thoy ave otherwise occupied.
1t is {or this reason only thab young men of our country
connob have tho oppoviunily of fully and sometimes even
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tmpoerleefly developing Their infelleelund facullies. Koep
asido the developmenl of meatal powers, thers ave numea -
ous cases of young men’s nol learning U fesl elomons
of educabiony and {hiy onvly negleet  for learming iy
wndoubledly for theln atlention and ime Feing ofheiwiso
omployed,

Numerons examples might ho uoled o shew {hat,
young mon have heen ullmly ruined and Davo eventually
{urned owd (o he nuisanco {o their family and the sooiefy
they movo in, and have proved nseless ercalures to thoms
solves and to the world,  Mhal the improvement in
young moen i stopped al onee by this, v quily evi-
denl 3 bub that {his it universally the eade camol o
admitied. Yes, thore ao also instancoeds ol young mon
vising 1o eminenco and {o havo acquired w grewd deal of
knowlodgo in gpito of 1heir boeing placed wruler thiv dis,
advaningo 3 bul thiy is vory seldont the ensa 5 hud The greeat.
cst part of young hoys Tuws heemvuined by {his evil praetice,
T leave it Lo my hewowvs’ consideration {0 wdire whethey
tho o wly marviage greally diminishes ety intelligones,
woakony thetr powers taudl vonders thome quite nufid 1o undens
Lako any sorious underinking, T corlninly onfeahles (hefy
intellectnal powerss Ib does not only this, hud o also sirelehiey
ils ovil consequencey Lo overy thing else; nay, i also in.
Lerfores wilh theie moral and 1elisious desires aid wealens
theie physieal sthiong (. What s more pa'nful {han (hat
they aro deprived of theiv physieal streng{h and rendered
quito wsoless and unimpaortant (o themselves and {o thed
funily and unfit for auy ordinary husiness,  Theso avo nol
the only ovils thal acciue from carly muringo ; thers avo
utmerous o be menbioned, hul thiy hriel space will not
allow me to entor into all of them, °
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Another thing that we can observe, is that affection
and rcgard, insicad of being Deslowed vn proper persons,
{hat is 1o say 1o pavents, are shewed to them with whom
the young boys arc carly associaled. This golden rule of
rospeeling their parents, oheying their commands, shew-
ing oll thelr affection to them when they grow old, is-
violated by this evil practice. 'Whatever be its tendency,
it lends to ovil and not to its opposite, This is indeed a
very horriblo sight. Ilowever, instead of dwelling for a
long while on the evil consequences that arise from it,
I shall 1alk o litllo on tho advantages that arise from the
opposite practico. The first and most important advantage
that they veap is that they become healthy, stout and
strong, and capable lo nndertake all sorts of undertaking
whethor of ovdinpry or of exiracrdinary nature. Thei
atlention is wholly divected to their proper tasks, and they
can acquirve, within o short {ime, a great deal of knows
ledgo, which conld not be doneif it he otherwise engaged.
They become [full of zeal and energy for all kinds of
business, Their inlelloectual powers are fully developed.
They store theit minds with usuful knowledge and mform-
ation, Thoy leamn all the golden rules and laws of obey-
ing {heir (athers and mothers, of making them happy
and of lessoning their miseries and to do good to them in
varions ways. They obtain from educalion the valuable
* information of obeying their parents, and that they have
laken a groat deal of trouble to nwmse them, to make them
walk in the path of rectitudo and wisdom when they were
quitc helploss and innocent. This good convietion of. the
{rouble {hai their paronls have taken to train up their
{ender minds, will not be gained from anything else but
{rom the lessons anddnstructions that they receive in therr
childhood, and also the helief that they owe a great deal
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{0 their parenty for the numerons ombareassmenty n o1de
{o initinto thom in all tho good wayk, i also {lo vesyl
of ¢arly haining.

The young indy, who have nof vecoived any sorg of
{eadning in ohildhood owing to thelr carly Huoringe, wro nol
suscopliblo of sueh tender leelings, of tha goad rules of
oheying 1heir paronts, to salisty thenvin all their desipes
and 1o do overything that lies within thelr powoer {o vepay
their kindness which {hey havo showed {0 thoan wh
thoy woero infind, 1 agk tho opinion of my Jwsras, {hat
ean these good couvielions ho obfnined by wny olher
meang thon by pood lessony and nssociationy feom boy.

hood §

Ty mamiage is nol only thoe souree of individual
ovils, hut also of nalional  misfortunca and  ealunitios
In tho counbty wlwno {hiy evil praetioo 1s provalont, the
poople thoo aro not distinguished for oy extrnoedinary
gualily,  "Thoy cadmol onjoy any suele plensire, which
the people of the eounlry, where {us preacelico is no
allowed, do onjoy,  They graduslly sink down in the
estimabion of olher palions,  The peaple e e supoe.
vior Ta all vespocly Lo the peoplo who have given indilgenes
o this practice. By disallowing this practieg, they obtan
many-fold adyaninges whielu sel chom ahove othor nations,
"Thoy hosome, thon, the most powereful nation in the would, -
nover destined to ylokd to any dompladion and Lhits eventus
nlly tuen oud 1o b onoe of the most powerful and necom.

plished nationy in the world,

A nation~~however supremoly gilted may ho of God,
with napmal mdowmenty~—liowever intelligent and noted
[ other intelloeiual powers—is naver dommed Lo onjoy
(he't oty a0 (ake adviadago feom Then withond
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sclling themselvoes fice from all sorts of cvil customs and
wractices. This practice, in my opinion, is the woist ofall.
Tho marriago in this country always takes place at such
tonder years that the Dbridegroom and bride cannol under-
stand what it is. The mariage having taken place at so
carly an ago when they cannol know what marriage is,
whon thoy grow old pul them into perpetual troubles and
quarrels; and marriage instead cf being the source of
happiness and ploasure, bocomes the source of misery and
trouble.

Our counirymen ought to discontinue this practice
and ought 1o porform the marriayes of their children af
proper ages. By so doing they will come to possess an
immonso doal of advantages and hppiness to which they
will subjeet themselves, their conntry, and their children,
Theso advantiages they will reap notl only in this world, hub
would descend from gonoration to gencration, and il would
ho solling & good example to the suceceding gencrations,
Tho childron will thus have ample time at their disposal to
finigh thoir cducniion and thus 1o render themselves fif
for all sorts of employment. ‘They will then arrive at
such o stago of thoeir lifo ihat will come to understand
cverylhing of this world, and then they will bein a position
to taste tho sweol ploasures thab arise from marriage,

T boliove, my hearers should not imagine that, whilst
I condomn the practico with regard to early marrviage of
our country, I do prefer ihat of foreign countries, 1
cqually condemn marriages laking placo ot an advanced
period of lifo. o assignh a proper pge wlicn marriago
ought 10 ho colobraled is not a simple mattek, as-on the
celebration of marringe, whethor it takes place at an carly
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or advaneed awe, depend o w considerahle oxiont {he wol
lare and happiness of o uation,

Whatover greal diffealies the question mny involve,
U may venture Lo say that The praper ago in which mayi.
ago should {ako place ds bolwoen five-nd-bwenly ang
twenly years,  Up lo tha hwendy yems ol age o om
may have an ample oppovlwuily Lo flnish hiv edueation
and (o give a proper baining to hiv inleleetual powors,
o mny then vory casily slovo his mind with gread deal
of uselnl knowledeo and informadton, wiieh ho cwwol do
with disturbod mind and divided abtontion,  Nol only
doos o young man nequire wsolul knowledgo and infoima.
tion up 1o tho bwenticth yonr of his pge, hut also thal
his antellectunl powers ave fully doveloped and matured,
and his mind setilod to ono specifie objeet, o great Impor-
tance; and ho is nol 1ol bo ho gaided by wdetoumned
courso of hfe. 1Lo thuy forms o chaactor which hoeomaes
tho foundation of his prosporily and  happiness, aid oon
(ribuboy aystsloneo 1o the waellaro of 6o communily Jie
moves in. and proves by the dind of his b Lo bo o
valuable monber of his counley,

As our counlrymon are inlefligent in almosi nll 1os-
pects and favoured of Cod with natwral powoers, Chey might
bo ablo (o prove slill mmo glotious and valuahle to Uheir
sountry with very Iil 1e trouble, provided they banish this
avil practico from theie conminy, 1 thoy sudter thoir peopla
1o ho ill-eduented and their mannors conupled from thei
infancy, and punish thom for the erimoes Lo wlicl thoy
aro nalwolly disposed (com {heir boyhood, whad is Lo be
coneludod {Fom this; {hol thay fivsl, make theie ehildeen
0, and then punish them for their wickeduess,
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May U bo permitled o urge this upon my country-
men that they would nol let this subject of imporsance
pass unrellected, They, I feel assured, npon deliberate
consideralion, will arrive at s right conclusion. The
natural position of onr country, which is very close to the
tine, will not allow to in{roduce 1lie practice of other coun-
irics, and which also will not be preferred by anybody.
Our counlrymen posscss in equal degrees nll the advan-
{agos that tho othor clover nations in the world possess.
They arc equally favoured of God with all the natural gifts ;
in somo respeets they are superior to others. ‘Their
penotration, power of vefloction, and other abilitics are so
shorp that if they proporly onltivatle these, they will prove
to be the boslt and mosl intelligont in {he world and will
bo in a posibion to copo with ihe olher nalioms of tho
world.

Many individuals of our counlry, oven with imper-
[oct oducation, are scen to be on tho samo lovel svith ihe
well-oducntod men of othor countrics, When it is observed
{hat thoy ave rvivalling thoe famo of ofthers oven will
imporfect cduontion, whal greal cxpectations are arisen
in our minds o think i’ they are properly and regularly
brought up. Tho proper ago f{or marriage is the period
botwoon. twonly and twonly-fivo years of age. By this
time the young men may finish theie cducation and bo
initinfod with all the best rules and principles for their
euidanco in this world, ‘Their inclination will be directed
io ono particular pursuit or profession, which would be
tho basis or foundation of their prosperity and improve-
ment.  Thus they aro made lo pass their doys in
olernal happiness in {his world as well as in {tho world 1o
come., L[ they ovor doviale from the ostablished couise,
thoy aro immediately Lrought o roason and cndenvour
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{ho best not Lo tvolve T onsedves inany Huny, W10 oy
vicious, Dol a dgnorant and woeduestod man wall neyy
do so.  They will never think (hat 30 v ywsdony 1o g
{hings thal are wrong or to have theiv iuelinations (hyy
avo badl satisfimd, so they will movo and movo induleo
Pheds {hings, G ey aro gquito averpowered by (he shop.
livad pleasures that they derive home them, 1 will ho
obsorved from these lo whal gread deal ol vices ey
marvin.o teards,  "Phat time which the young men shod
vory proparly aaud usolully mako wse ol is otherwiso ey
plod to thoir greanlest disadvaniagos,  "Tho proper e
for giving edueation Lo Tibble ehildeen is thal Gme when
{heir mind s (ondor, eypable ol expansion and suscepls.
Do of all sorts of training,  When mind v onco setlled
in ono particular divection, cithor gocd or had, it iy vory
hard for (hoe young mon fo pub it in the differend eowse.
When b iy oneo settled (o good paaposes, i vomaing undi.
vidoed, uwnagitabod, eapablo of cxprnsion and so in o helio
posibion to piok up high and servions cowse of life,  n
the heginaing of our lives lio Ldure  happinesy  and
advancement in e Doshue for visiie to honor and eole.
ity eould Do infused su the minds off men when they
are younw, L0 they oneo gel thiv desive they do not
woquive furlher  eneowragoment and stimulus 1o exelo
thom and 1o keop up bheir zenl  This desive hecomes
invigoraled wibth thoir ago.  Nothing, {hen, woudd e able
o bwn bthom frome Cre comso (o which {1 oy are gieatly
atfached,  That knowledge and wisdom, which (hey wil
bhus troasuee up In then sy, will hoo the source of
happiness throughout thete lives,  T'hiv would not only
ho tho sotree of pleasurg to themwselvos, hat i would also
b the souveo of plonsure 1o (he sociely wherein (hey move,
Therehy they would Do inoa position (o do 5 rend seavices
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to tholy country, which a man of good fortune cannot he
expectod 1o do,

As this bad praclice tonds to the utler subversion
of all truth and humanity, il desorves the utmost detes-
tation and disconragement of all who have eithor the
love or honour of their country ai heart. Hvery one, who
hasin him the love of his country, cannot but be highly
offended at this wicked and ungenerous practice which
is 0 much in use among wus at presont that it is become
a kind of national erime, and distinguishes us from all

the nations that lic about us.

FINIR,
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