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WIIAT WILL A MAN GAIN BY EMBRACING
CIIRISTIANITY ¢
GENTLEMIN,

J TAKE it for granted that most of you, if not all,
are scching to know the true religion,  Your pre-
sence here this evening Ieads me to Jhink that you he-
licve in an All wise, Just and Merciful God, and that
you also believe in the mmmortality of the soul; and
that your future condition will depend much on your
conduct in this world. The subject of my lecture not
only pre-supposes that you are secking afier the truth
but that your attention might have, at some period
of your lives, been called to constder the claims of
Christianity, The subject further supposcs that you
have not been able toclose with the erms of the
offct, cithier that you do nov understand  tholr noport
fully, or that you consider them to he vnreasonabloe ;
and that if you embraced the Chrictian religion, you
think 1t would not do you any good,

2 The present age 15 considered to be an e
of progress, and doubtless we arc in a hettor position
than our forefathers were.  Scicnee has done much 1o
expanc our views, and has enabled us to sce the rclation
of one material object to another It his piven us
facility to command creature comflorts with very prea
case, and whatever is conducive to the material ime
provement and happiness of man it has taught s
the means of attaining them, In on. thing howuver
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its success has not becn great It has not srot g ht
man neater 1o his Creator th vy he was hefor,

2 The tendency of dloderie Philosopley s 1o
drive out the Creafor from the 117ve se h}r U S (s of .
reasoning whieh does 20/ dralenctly asscrt L there gs
no God, but thnat I1c ¢s unhnoct or to lowd the student
to adopt Pagdfcese. Those who mauntvn thu Gad
is unknown, that 1s, Tle may ex’st without ot v g
able to know Ilm start from thi standpoi, that
we cannol know things per s, but only through theijr
phenomena, and the relation which they bear to one
another Out knowlcdge according to the n is s
fwe, and they say, that since our knowled ¢ docs not
extend beyond the »lalions of thinge  the exiernal
world is not suthcicnt to lewl us to a knowle doce of
God, This is called the doctrine of Nelatroity, and
from it they arguc that s a logieal sequence Sprinesg
the doctrine of Nescrenee,

4 We contenc that the phenonena do not Cxist
apart from the objects of which they are hut naaifcstas
tions, and since by ccrtur v scarances, and  their
adaptation (o ewh other we awie lod o ifir a fpral
Canse  we must say, that so fu we hava o knowludec
of God  Again adntun  that our knowldoe s
phenoienal and redalin, it does not Uillow that we are
quite 1gnorant of God  The peovinee of rclicion is
to teach the relution mn which God stands to 18, and if
we have thiskowledge, it1s ecnoah. The knowledoe
on which we act in the duily husiness of 1 (¢ 1§ sedative
and why should we refuse to wton the same kind of
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knowledge in the matter of rligion? W know that
our knowledece in every branch of science 14 1cZatev, but
nevertheless we do not cease to acquire more know.
ledge of those sciences, and while we are z¢alous of
acquiring knowledge in all its lower hranches it scems

stiange, that Decause religion docs not profoss to e
speculative, and that we cannot hnow  God Thimseld,
that we should ignore Ilis existence and not 1t L pon
the knowledge we have of 11im from llis works of
creation and providence,

To say that we cannot have 1ny knowledge what.
ever beyond that which 1s derived from the generalized
laws of experience, which make up the Positeve sei-
ences, Is to say that we can have no Luow/cdeoe of the
mind, ZAwuman and divine  The principles  of the
Positivst Plalosopieer lead to matcerialisn, and  his
philosophy at least is a neeafive one  Vhe Positeoe
Llerlosoply “anya Tittre,” docs not 1oy qtself with the,
begmning of the universe, of the  nwverse had o be-
ginning, nor yet with what happens to livinw thinp s
plants animals men after thewr death, or o the con-
summation of ages, if the ages had a cons nmtion.
Positivism cannot tell us what becomes of the soul
after death It is conversant with the phys“cal Tovs
of the world, but is ignorant of eweticr le-o, wh (b ob.
tains 1 our world, wz:., the Moral aw,  DPodrt viem
does not ignore the existence of the niad, Zwwean
droene Dul it 15 an altempt to prove £ our knowlods
of God is absolutely nothing, Now whon the ¢xista
cnce of the mind is taken away fiom the sphee of
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our knowledge, there can be no such thing as the
Moral Law, which supposes that man owes centain
obligations to a Suprame Being, and that thosc obli
gations can ouly be fulfilled by a living being who has
a mind,

5. Modern Philosopley, I have mentioned, also
leads to Pantheism A short paragraph from the
Biogiaphical History of Philosophy of Mr. Lewis
will give an idea of what is understood by Panutizcisin
“What is the nowmenon which is bencath all pheno-
mena ? We see every where transformations perish
able and perishing yet there must be something be-
neath which is imperishable and immutable, what is
it? We see a wondrous universe pcopled with
wondrous beings, yet none of these beings exist per
se, but per aliud : they arc not the authors of their
existence, they do not rest upon their owsn realily
but on a greater veality, on that of the 70 hen ki fo
pan. What is the reality ? Spinoza answers, it is
Substance, that is, the thing which is standing under
all phenomena supporting and giving them a reali-
ty. Nothing exists which does not exist in this
substance, It is the absolute existence, and it is
(you may call it) God. All that exist, exist in and
by God, and the untverse is but a manifestation of Gaod.
He only is one reality, and that is the Aésolute Exis-
fence. At first sight, one would think that Pan-
theism was inculcated by the Apostle Paul, who has
said, ““ in Him we live, move, and have our being’
Rut certainly the Apostle did not mean that God
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and men are identical beings  Ile has in this virse
simply taught that we do not coxist mdepen-
dently of God, but that we ate depondent  on
Him. The Pantherst does not believe in the dualicy of
existence  with him matter and mind are {wo irtbutes
of the one underlying substance and what he calls
God 18 but a melaphysical abstraction, 1lis syston
does not teach that there is a personel God  The
Absolute Eaistence, according to him, is devoid of
intelligence and will, and is not the Moral Governor
of the universe. Now, if we are only but manifes-
tations of God, and do not exist as sepdarate beings
from ITim, we cannot be under any obligations to Tim.
We cease to be responsible beings, for whom ave we
to be responsible to, when the Creator and creature are
identical beings. In speaking of the results of Pantheism
Dy, Luthardt writes thus, ¢ Pantheism ann hudaces
I'Pﬁg'ﬂﬂ: fo+ite (GGod 18 nn a2 eSO 1 God, to whom
I can occupy a personal reation, whom I can love,
in whom [ can trust, to whom I can pray whom [ can
approach, and address as my friend, D ¢ only the
power of necessity  bencath  which T must Dbow,
the universal Iife in which T must los¢  myselll
Pantheism abolishes the very postulates of morality ;
for all the distinctions of good and evil ave hut different
manifestations of one absolute principle.  Conscquent,
ly they cease to be actual moral contrasts, Whut we
call evil 15 tn truth as necessary as whal we call g ood ;
how then can we condemn what is ccessuy ? Pan-
theism destroys hope.  For as the flower fadey in
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autumn never to blossom acain so 1s man swallowed
up in the stream of existence, to be found no more ;
all 15 over with him  The flower may Do placed in
the herbarium and a man may hve in the temembrance
of posterity ; but all is over with him. It is but your
cgousm, replics the Panthest that makes you unwilling
to come utleily to an cnd, smee, however, it 1s God
Himsell who has placed such “egotism 7 in our hearts,
it cannot but be truth, ™

The Pantheist docs not  deny  that harmony
and purpose are both visible in the universe, but
as lus system annihilates wed/ and  wndelligence from
the adsolnte caistence, the universe 1s without a
Being, who regulates the movements of the whole
which produce the unity, and that the system is as bad
as Atheism is. Ithas been said justly that the onfology
and eflues of Panthe sm may be summed up 1n one sen
tence, * Whatcver oo, 7s, and theie s neither 72244 nor
wrong, but all is fate and nature,

6. Dclieving that God exists, we believe that He is
our Creator, and that we owe allegrance to I1lim.
There can be no 1chigion when 1t is dented that man
owes allegiance to God, and that God is the re
warder of them that seck Him I do not think
that any of you here belicve thatyou are not
a meoral agent, and that there is not a Moral Governor
in the universe I hope you bchieve that God has
given his Jow even 1w the constitution of our minds.

* The above hiwonly loen receatly msmted from the §th edit on of I,
Luthaudts Fundamental Truths of Chunstismty, tianslated by Sophia 4 aylor
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But is Gods law sull operative, a d do wo d s
it distinctly ? Are our actions in accordance with the
Moral Law ? 'The Christan, you know, will answer
these questions in the ncgative e hdicves thet
the Moral Law, thou h o-ig nally ¢iven in the con
science of man has bheen considerably  etfaccd {rom
it, and that a complete code of the dlerel Z.aw 14
to be found m the ealooue, which as cxpluned
by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, comprehends two ety
of duties, but is mcluded in the werd liove’; and
so far as the conduct of man doc: not come up to
the regirements of this Law, so far Jdoes he il short
of his obligations. Both the Dible and cxpericice
testify that man owing to the depravity ol his heart
has retained but a very scanty hwwledee of Gaod
and of his Moral Law, The works of Creation
of Providence were not sufficient to keep man free from
idolatry and othes sms,  Grwdvally the Cot'le astiong
lost sipht of God, and thae visior bheeone dim
their hearts were estranecd {rom God  Consd'ewe
became darkened and fecble, wd nwoave s lum.
sclf to the gratification of lust, evan to the dishonor
of his own Dbody, and the whole cath was filled
with all uniighteousness, fornication, murder, decdit
and hatied to God,

7. Such was the condition of the he when wot
in the times of the Apostles, as has been deseribed hy
St Paulin the first chapter of his cpratle to the Ro-
mans.  Their own writers have not boen ks severo
than the Apostle when referring to their moral condition,
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See Juvenal-Sat, I, 875 1T, 37, 111, 62%, VI, 203.
Seneca, Epistle XCVII, Tacitus [hist. Germania XTX,
More or less this is the gpiritual condition of coun-
tries where the people have not retaimmed thetr know-
ledge of God, and where the influcnce ol Christianity
has not Dbeen felt  As regards Ind, it may be con
ceded that a few among our countrymen arc not idola-
tors but is not this to be traced to the indirect in-
fluence of Christianity ? You who rcad Lnglish books
cannot but become acquainted with Christian princi-
ples, for English Litcraturc is so saturated with tham,
It would be a matter of surprise if those who are well
read in English Literature have not their minds ex-
panded, so as to sce the folly of idolatry and supersti-

tion,

8, When we read the religious history of India
in its early days we notice that ow ancestors worshipped
animate objects,  Subseyuemldy, the worship of birds,
heasts and reptiles was miroduced into the Zendi
Pantheorn, and I have no doubt that if you were o
study the history of religion all over the world, you
would be convinced of the fact that, although hefore
ithe fall, the light of nature and of providence, and the
light as revealed 1n the conscience were sufficient {or
our first parents, they were not so after the fall, and
that it was revelation which could only preserve a
knowledge of true religion as it did among the Jows.

9, Fallen humanity is reluctant to realize that
man has lost his original estate, and it hopes it can
obtain salvation by its innate power to do good, with-

e e F&ﬂ
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out any mntervention on the part of God  Bit what
is salvation ? This brings me to the subject of my
discourse w2, what does Christianity offur, and will
true acceptance of this religion by us do us any good ?

10. The traditions of cvery crvilized and unci-
vilized nation on the face of the carth speak of man
having been at one tume in a state o happimess and
innocence I nced hardly renund you of he golden
age of the ancients, which in our ccuntry was called
the Satyayug. In the historical records of the Old
Testament however, do we find any authentic ac-
count of man s original state, and of his subsequent fall,
Whether or not one believes the records of the Old
Testament to be inspired writings, and tiat the sin
of our first parents brought about mn« fall hv cannot
close his eyes to what he now datly sces all around
him. All that transpires around us informs us that men
are not quite happy. Lvery effort that has been made
by man to amchorate his condition hs partially sue-
ceeded.  DBnormous crimes we still boing perpetrated,
Fell diseases are stull tampant m many places sysie ns
of gigantic hes have been devised, and continue to be
believed in, The voice of nature, which at one time
sufficed for an unfallen humanity, no longer speaks in
clear accents  The understanding has become darke
ed, and the conscience fecble and man s will is no longer
regulaied by God's will, so that the laws of God are ben,:
violated without any remorse on the patt of the offendars,
Instead of good will towards one anothes, there ave strife

and cnvy among men, and 1t often happens, that in the
B
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act of dispenwiny charty there lurks a desire to obtain a
oood nanc 18 amotive,  We learn from the Bible that
sin las estranced man from lts Creator, and that
he has become a tebell  This affections are no longer
pure and holy ard instead ol endcavouring to walk
conformably to Gods commandments, he does what-
cver contributes to his temporary enjoyments  The
(zll has so vitated his pature that whatever good wor
man may do to avert Gods displeasure they are not
acceptable to Him, [t has not only affected the
human body by rendcting it liable to disease, but it
has also rendered the members of the body instru
ments of unnghteousness  DBven in countrnies where
Christianity is the national rehigion, the old man s
still very strong.  Wherever the Gospel has not been
sincerely embracad, and its precepts have not been
strictly followed out, there have been deceit, fraud,
strife and envy, and 1t 1s a matter of regret that we
still hear of wars and rumours of wars

11 The greatest evil which the fall has entailed
on man 1s death  This means not only the separation
of the soul from the body, but 1t means that man has
lost the powcr of doing good, so as Lo be acceptable in
the sight of God. In death 1s involved the loss of
God s image, and his being under condemnation  His
death also implies that the soul and body arc liable
to he separated from God for ever. This s called
eternal death

12 The history of the fall is recorded in the
third chapter of Genesis, to wh ch I beg to refer you.
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In 1cadimy the accourt of this cveat i Genests we
notice the agency of a beme of whose existence there
are no vetitable records in creation,  Boeowse the
existence of angels 15 a matter of revelation,  those
who do not believe the Bible to be insoired, repudiate
the existence of such a class of be  »s  But simec the
Bible professes to teach a aystem of rel gion, a kiow-
ledoe of which wc could never have obtamed without
God revealny 1t to us it is to be expected that there
may be many things revealed in it which the unassist-
ed reason of man could necver have discovered.
Whatever things reveclation may disclose, and how-
ever unable we may be to comprchend them filly, it
1s to be noted thal we are 1ot ticapable of under-
stancing the reasonablencss of suci revealed truths,
Does the oxistence of angels appcar to be an unrea
sonable fact * No 1t does not.  Onee ad nit that there
15 a great gulf between animate and imaimate objoets
and thac thare 15 a line in t1c scale of beings  and
you must then admit, that as there are varto s orders
of existeice between the Creator and Tis ¢ eat wes,
50 there o nothing wwprobadle 11 Lha fact, that the
¢xists another class of bemps, who are superior to
men, but who arc dis embodicd spreits, only lawer
than the Creator in the scale of existence,  The hol'of
i the existence of beings, who ae spuritual ‘o their
nature, but ate diffcrent from men has hoon unive 1s il
and to thus belicf must hoe traced the tales about
Fawres and Nymphs,

13.  Notonly has the tradition of the fall heen
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preserved in the legends of many nations, but the fact
that the serpent 18 the great enemy of man is believed
by many nations In the Zund Avesta  the worker
of evil is the same person in nante as that m Genesis
In the former 1 1s Nacus, while in the latter it is
Nachas In the narrative «n Genesis we read that
it was the Sc-pent who deccived Iive and by a
refercnce to the Bool of Revelation, we obscrve that
this Serpent was Satan lumsell in the garb of the
Serpent—* And the great. Dragon was cast out, that old
Serpent, called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth
the whole world , he was cast into the earth, and
angels were cast with him. ' * Rev. w1, 9 It will be seen
from this chapter that Satan fought with the angels
of God and that baing discomfited he was driven out
of heaven, although he succecded 1n drawing down a
third part of the angels.” Our learned countryman, the
Revd K M Bannerji, in his Ayian 1P uness, remarks,
““ that it 1» wunious that not Unly have the Indo-Atans,
a legend about tie Surpent race amonp them, who
are known as MNagas, and whom they consider ag
demi gods, but the curse pronounced against the
Serpent  finds  confirmation m the story of Kiag
Nahasha., The conversation which Judistir is said
to have had with Nahasha as recorded in the Serpent
section of the Mahabharat, and which Dr. Bannerji
quotes is herein given. [t shows that pride was the
principal cause of a change in the condition of King
Nahasha

Judhisiir said : © Oh thou best of the wise That you
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have such exccllent ateligence  Why do you ask
me what is, or what ought to be known to you ? IHow
has delusion entered thee who knewest all things, and
wast a dweller of heaven and a werker of wonders ?
This peiplexes me  The Scrpent rephed  thus.
« Prosperity deludes even the heirs of intelhgence |
believe that all persons living at case fall into dclusion
And so 1 mysclt, O Judhistir, was filled with pride by
the delusion of worldly power. But now I am address-
ing you bemg awakened to Qetter thoughts by my fall,
You have, O great hing done me a great service, By
speaking with you, a holy person, my curse has
become attenuated Formerly T moved through the
sky on a celestial car. Intoaicated with self-conceit
I regarded no one but my self  All the inhabitants of
these worlds, Brahmuanical, Rishts, Gods, Gundharvas
Jakhas, Rukhasas, Panoughs pard me tribute.  Such
was the power of my gaze that on what creatt re |
hxed my eyes I swraaghtway 1obbad him of his one .Y,
A thousand of the great sdges hore ny vechiel,
That misconduct it was O king, which hurled me
from my high estatc  I'or then [ touched with nmy
foot the man, Agastya, who was carrying me Agastya
in his wrath cried out to me ‘Tall thou Serpent.
Hurled therefore from that maenificent car and fallen
from my prosperity as 1 descended headlony T felt
that I had become a Serpent,

14. The consequences of the [l did not affeet
our hrst parents only, and the Bible teaches us that
we all die in Adam, for he stood before God as our
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covenanted head, By the disobedicnee ol one many
were made sinners.”  ‘In Adam all die “ That by
one man sin entered into the world and death by sin
and that death passed over dl men, scerg thatall -
have sinncd Behold [ was shapen in iniquity, and
in sin did my mother concave me

We must remember that Adam was made by God,
who, as his Creator had every right to dictate the terms
on wh.ch was to depend his own happiness, as also
the happiness of his posjerity.  IHad our first parents
not eaten the forbidden fruit, and thus disobeyed their
God, they and thewr posterity would have been happy ;
but as the representatives of thewr race they sinned
against God, their posterity have suffered i conse-
quence

15 In the curse pronounced on the Serpent, God
said, ““that the seed of the woman should bruise the head
of the Serpent " ana so the promise of a Saviour was
made. “As by the disobcdience of one many were
made sinners so by the obedicnce of one many shall
be made righteors.” Thouel Christ was not boin
tll 4,000 years afterwards, the Christian Rehgion
was doubtless promnloaled immediately after the fall
We learn from the Bible that there existed believers
before the death of Christ who have been saved by
thetr faith in a promised Messiah. The ceremonial
worship of the Jewish religion led the worshipper
to look forward to the seed of the woman as the
great sacrifice, which was to be offered up for the
:xpiatton of mans sins, The prophecics of the Old
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Testament also mentioned that Ch st would be born
to save his people, and it is curious to note that at
the time of Christ’s advent Suclonious, Tacitus and
Josephus mention that there was a general expect-
ation of a coming change m the Roman workd,
The first named historian pocs so [ar as to say that
the expectation of a Jetler fine (o come would Dbe
fulfilled in the birth of a Jewish rtler. e says,
« Throughout the East an old and cstablishad apinion
was disseminated, that it was deereed by fate that they
who were to possess the sovercignty of the world
were to arisce from Judea,

The following passage from the 4ith Lulogue of
Virgil is prophetic, and points to one who was to be
the restorer of peace in the world —

‘““'The last great age, fotetold by sacted 1hymes

Renews 1ts iintshed coutse ; Satutnian times

Roll 10u1d agamn, and mmghty yeas, begt

Trom then first oib, In1achiant « 1cdes atn

The base, degeeiate, hon offspung eads,

A golden progey from heave desce1ds ~

See labouiig natu ¢ calls thee to sustai 1

The noddig fia ne of heaven, ad carth and nain |

Sec to then base restored, earth, seas and an,

And joyful ages fiom behnd in aro vdmg iank appear
LDayadeds Virgl

Some of you nught have read in the Gospel of
St. Mathew that after Christ was born wise men from
the Last (Persia) came to Bethlehem, ¢nquiring
“Where 1s He that is born King of the Jews ? for we
have seen Ilis star in the Tast and are come to wor-

ship him
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16 Readers of the Okl Testament Seriptures
are awarc that in the Jewish economy the sacrifice
of animals was considercd very necessary in the per
formance of rel'gious dutics s and it is the Jews only
who were taught to helieve that the sacrifice of anim s
was typical of thu sacrifice which Chyist in due time
offercd upon Calvary.  Both amone the Greeks and
ITindus, the sacrifice of animals wis constdered to be
a meritorious act  but they could not account for the
origin of this institutton,  Revelation alone has taught
ma1, that withoul tr¢ sheddize of blvod, there is no
remisstion of sin.  In the sacrifices of the Jewish re-
ligion, the innocent victim stood in the place of him
who offered 1, and the traisactior showed that the
punishment due to the offender was transferred to the
victim

17 Revelation teaches us that God is holy, and
that He cannot tolcrate sin, for it 15 opposed to 1lis
Moral Nature I3oth Revelation, and the testimony
of our conscience point out to us, that there is a Moraf
Law n the univesse, which is called the Zaw of
Raghteousness, and that the hiphest function of God
as Moral CGovernor 15 1o sustain this Law, You are
aware that the old idea that the will of God is the
original ground of moral obligations has long since
been exploded Modern Ethical Philosophy teaches us a
different thing altogether, We have now learned that
lthe distinctions of mght and wrong, justice, and in-
justice, truth and falsehood ave in the very nature of
things necessary, independent and eternal, The princi-
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ple of a Moral Law exasting anleccdcr! Lo and endepend
ent of Gods will involves the idev of responsitilnly,
without which there can be no freedom of will.

We have also a strong mstinclive conviction
which affirms that sin is followed by suffuring,  The
helief that sin will be punished is wniversal, tnnate
and necessary  Sinis punished not that 1t is expedient
to do so or that 1t tends to premote Gods plory
The belief that God punishes sin rests on the fae/
that God, as the Moral Governor of the Universe
punishes sin in recognition of the Law of Rzphtcons-
ness, which has been given to us in the constitution
of our nature

18. While the Bible reveals to us that Almighty
God abhors sin and that the consequences of sin
are dreadful, it also reveals to us that Jesus Christ
died for us, and having made ar expiation of oo
sing, He has provided a means by which all, who
believe in Him are pardoned of their sins, and arc
reconciled to God. This is called the Alonement,
inasmuch as it brings two opposite parties, W one
with each other. In the llcbrew language the word
Alonement signifies covering, and by the death of
Christ as our swostitule the sing of Iis clect people
are covered, for when sought for, they shall not
be found. Atonement also includes the idea of rc-
conciliation, and wm Chrsis  Alosoment hoth Lhese
benefits arc secured to [lis people. What, it may be
asked, gives efficacy to Christ s Alonewent as the cause
of our justification? The efficacy s secured Ly the
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fact that Chrest expiated for our s'ns as our Horal
Governor, and that Aluniehty God has been pleased
to recognize in that sacryfice, the homage that has
heen paid to Azs Law

19. Some persons may  persuade themsclves to
think that by repentance and reformation they are re-
conciled to God. They seem to think that repentance
is a punishment itself They say that the sorrow we
feel for sin is so agonizing , and the contemplation that
we have incurred God s displeasure cannot but make
the penitent unhappy We Christians think 1t so, but
we ask can any one say that this 1s sufficient to satisfy
divine justice. lIlas this doctrine, that God will for-
give us on mere repentance, the sanction of Ilis reve-
lation ? Where is the ssurance that by repentance we
are reconctled to God.  On the contrary , do we not fkel
that the more thorough our repentence is the more we
are convinced of two things, #/z, first, our repentance
(which consists of sorrow for sin and a desire to mend
our lives) is zzadequate, for whatever obedience by a
new life we can render to God 1s taintecd with sin, and
bears marks of imperfection ; sccond, that sin deserves to
be punished 7 We have a strong intuitive conwiction that
obedience to God s laws is Zmperative, and that God
cannot relax the precepts of 1lis moral law, and that
violation of those laws will be followed by penaliics.
Our moral nature tells us that God, as our Moral Go
vernor, cannot look upon sin with indifference  We
have at the same time another strong intuitive con-
viction, that God is ready to forgive, and that
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although He 1s anxious to susta’'n the authority of
His ZJew, He will not destroy us in exactiag the full

penalty, but that He will show Ilis merey.
I believe that the different systems of religions

which have been invented by man from time lo time
is the result of this mfudtive conviction that God is
rcady to forgive Butitis only in Christianity that
we see that both these strong intwtive convictions
are realized.

For we f{ind that Christ by 1lis death on the
cross has vindicated Gods law, as also e has mani-
fested God's love to fallen humanity.

It may, however, be asked could not God save
fallen humanity by any other means than by the
death of Christ? In reply we might say, Tle might
have devised any other plan if he chose to do it.
But it must be borne in nund that iv s God who had
the right to originate the plan of mans redemption
for Ile being the offended party could alone fix the
terms of our reconcihation  We, however, learn from
the New Testament that it had pleased Almighty
Crod to forc-ordain that we should be saved by Christ's
death, and hence our Lord while praying in the Gar-
den said, “O my Father of it be possible, let this cup
pass from me, nevertheless, not as T will but as thou
will

20 Inthe Seriptures we read passages like these—
“Upon the wicked ITe shall rain sn aes fire and Drin-
stone and an horrible tempest s this shall be the por-
tion of their cup Cursed 15 cvery one that con-
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tinueth not 1n all thinws which are written 1n the Book
of the Law to dothem  ** The wagres of sin is death,

The wrath of God 15 revealed from heaven apainst
all ungodiiness and unrighteousness of men.  These -
denunciations against s n are appalling,  The language
used in these passages may appear to some to show
that God has the same feelings as we have bt it must
be burne in mind, that 11 the Bible human languaage
is used for our comprehension and that they declare
nothing more than this that Almighty God disapproves
of sin, is displeased with it, and that the consequences
of sin to us must be dreadful.

21, Christ made an atonement for our sins  Hae
the Son of God, became incarnate. He was con-
cetved by the Holy Ghost was born of the Virgin
Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruct
fied, dead and buried The third day He rose again
from the dead, and ascended into heaven, and sitieth
on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
He became incarnate, and as our subsutute He did
what was required of us to do, Christ has satisfied
God's law by keeping His commandinents, and by pay-
ing the penalty of ou-sins Among the Jews, therc
was a custom that 1f any one became poor, and had
been soid for his debts, a near kinsman of his could
redeem ham  The woi d was made flesh and the Son
of God by beconung man, became our kinsman* nay,
our elder brother,

22, Our salvation through Christ is the gift of
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God butit 1s conditional that s those who have faith
in Christ as thewr sudstitutecan on 'y hope o be saved:
When we speak of faith as the condivon on which
* God saves his people we do not mean to say that faith
is the meritorious causce of our salvation, but we mean
that 1t 1s indispensably necessary as the mstrument by
which we became pactakess of the benelits of Christ s
death and passton  The only meritorious cause of
our salvation is the work of Christ  Those who tust
to Christ as their Saviour arc no longer under condem
nation, for they arc made just by the righteousness of
Christ being imputed to them, and they are also recon-
ciled to God, DBy the sacrifice Ilc has offered vp
for us, he has become our Iligh Priest, and m that
capacity intercedes for us,  While on carth Tle prayad
for all who were given to T1im  ITle prayed that they
might be kept from evil, and saxctified by the teath
He prayed for unity among Ilis people, and that the
world nmught know Ilim Ile is now iicreeding for
His people belore 1 s Tather in heaven  Who shals
lty anythmg to the charec of Goc s dleet ? Tt God
that justithieth.  Who is 1t that condemncth ? Tt i«
Christ that died yea rather thatis risey again who is
ever on the right hand of God who waketh intcrecs-
sion for us ~Romans viu 33 & 31 As Interccssor
Christ saaads before God as our advoc e ple ad g,
for us, and rcfuting all the char_es that are brought
against us by Satay by the Law by the World and by
the Conscience. e now prays or the happiness of
His people, lor the for,'veness o thew sins amd for
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therr beiny made holy  As our Intercessor, Christ
presents to God all our worsh’p, and service, which
being petformed 1 faith are rendered acceptable Lo

[Tim

23 Not only are we justified by Christ, that is
our sms are forgiven to us, and we are regarded as
just beforc God, Dby the imputation of Christs right-
cousness to us, but we learn from the Seriptures, that
in the matter of our 1edempuon  there ts concerned
another person, ., the Holy Ghost, who appligs the
remedy provided by the Sonof God The office of
the Holy Ghost 1s to convince us of our sin and
misery, and of our mability to please God, to enlighten
us in the knowledge of Chrnist and rencw our wills
ancd to teach us that without holincss no man shall
center mnto heaven  He enlightens us in the know-
ledge of Christ by enabling us to know that He is
our King, Prophet and Pricst Under Ilis teaching
we learn that Christs atonement 1s all sufficient to
save us, By renewing our wills, and imparting new
disposttions in the soul, 1o leads us to embrace the
Saviour, and to lead a new life. The belicver in Christ
15 not made perfect 1n holmess in a day but the work
of sanctification in his heart is a progressive one  1le
dies more and more unto sin, and lives unto rig htcous-
ness. Ilis affections are now set on things above,
and not on the thungs of the earth  Justification 1s an
act of God and refers to a change of our outward
conditron, that is out being veleased from the penalties
of our sins, and our beiny reconciled to God.  Whereas
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m Sanctification, the work ‘s inward, and 1eltes to

what takes place 1n the heart
By the atonement of Christ we are not only

justified and sanctified but we are also adopted into
God s fanuly.  Assinners we arc GGods cnemics  We
have lost His image and arc 10 longer regarded
as his children, We no longer share Ilis love nor
cnjoy Thim, nor hold communion with Tlun,  Though
born the childien of God, we do not love our neigh-
bours as we love ourselves  But by our adoption
into God s family our relationship to our naighbours
takes a new turn, We then scek to advance their
sprritual welfare, and  we  regard one another as
members of the same family, We can now come
to Gods throne with frcedom. We now enjoy Iis
protection and sympathy and ate strengthened o
ward off the auacks of our spiritual cnemes,  The
angels of God munsier to those who are hewrs of
Ihis salvation, Ilavine become the beirs  of God,
and joint hewrs with Christ, behievors become  ontitled
to all Ilis promises, and reecive o name which s
above cvery other name  even that they are called

the sons of God
24. I now procced with the other benclits which

believers receive in this world as tie fruits of Christ s
atonement, ‘They have been fully  deseribed o the
Westminster  Assembly’s Catechism,  The following
epitome has been made from the Assembly s shorter

Catechism -
Believers have the assurance of God's love,




Their faith leads the n to hope that God w1 {ulil Tlis
promises to them. They are assured that God 1s will-
ing to receive all who believe in Ilis Son, Jesus Christ.
The assurance that God loves them begets m them -
their love te God wh'ch 15 the fovndation of our
clL ties

Intimately counceted with this assurance is peace
ot consctence. It anses from otv coaviction, that
our sins have been pardoncd, and that we have heen
restored to God's favou- The office of conscience
is to approve and disapprove of what we do, and
her deliverance would accuse us hefore God, But when
we have reccived Christ Ly faith our gu'lt is removed
by the sprinkling of }1is blood on the conscience ; and
the conviction that we have been pardoned of our sins
generates a calm in the soul which a Christian only
can realisg,  The asaurance of the removal of our ol
by Christs righleousness has sustained believers at
the time of thew trial, and has divested thewr minds
of the harrors of death., Chustians when leaviny the
world can alone look upon death as the gate to heaven,

25, Christians in this world have joy in the Holy
Ghost  The contemplation that they enjoy spri-
tual means «and that the love of God is shed abroad
in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, and that by belicv-
ing in Christ, they hope to enjoy Gods favour and
that Gods Holy Spirit dwells in them begets joy in
their hearts, They are the the temples of the Iloly
Spirit, and they have the assurance that they will be
kept from evil Their eycs are now opened they
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anderstand the Tloly Secriptures, and Gods dealings
with them. They now see that God is all glorious,
while they are convinced of their own loathsomencess
they see the greatness of God in all things, and this
=xcites their joy. No man can be converted to God,
anless he is convinced of his sin and nusery and how
nany a dark might a penitent must have passed. belore
1¢ could look up to the Son of God as one who
ould alone remove his sorrow. But when brought
o the Saviour his sorrow is transformed into joy, and
there 15 balm poured into his broken spirit.

26. The behever in Christ increascs in grace.
The Chnistian life js a life of prog-ess If it do not
wvance in holiness it must deteriorate  The Chris-
rian increases in his love, affections, and holy desires,
e increases i his faith in Chnst. Ilis love to
~hrist mcreases dailly  Though he may hbe beset
by temptations, he cndeavours to keep himsell from
he way of ungodliness and the chief desire of lus
1eart is to glorify God,

27, The Christian religion  promises  certain
lessings to the believer at death, At death he is
nade perfect m holiness,  Ileb aii 23, While on
:arth he is not free from sin but there is L. difference
elween him and the man of the world. While
he d.spositioas and inclinations of the man of the
world arc continually towards c¢vil the tendoney of
he Dbeliever's heart is to become holy, even as his
Heavenly I7ather is holy, and thouyh in his weakness

1e may yield to temptation, he does not delight in
D
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sin.  On earth he pants after his deliverance from
the power of sin, and owing to the corruption of
his heart, he does things, which he knows he ought
not to do. Death, however, translates him to a differ--
ent sphere, when the filthy communications of the wick
ec no longer vex his spirit.  In hewen he enjoys per
fect liberty to sing God's [ raise  lle is now restored
to the image of (od

28, At death the opirits of believers pass imme-
diately into glory, In Luke xxiii, 43., Luke xvi
22, Rev. xiv. 13, Phil. 1 23 2 Cor v. 1 and Rev. viii,
3. And their bodies though they may now lie in their
graves will rise at the resurrection morn, The Bible
nowhere teaches, that the-e is an intermediate state,
where the soul of the deceased are purged from their
sins, Those who beleve in an intermediate state
lay great stresa pon verses 18, 19, and 20 of the 1st
Epistle of Peter chapter 3, Butif we look into those
verses wigh some attentton, we shall find that the
Apostle is exhorting Christians to suffer persecutions,
and in doing this he places the example of Christ
before them; and what he says is this . Suffer even
for well doing, just as yow Master has done, cven
He who wéb put Lo death n the flesh but was quickened
by the Spurit, that Spirit by which he went and
preached unto the spirits which are now in prison,
even those who were disobedient in the days of Noah,
‘These verses do not mean that Christ, during the three
days he was in the grave, went and preached to the
dead, butit refers to his resurrectton by that Spirit,
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who during the days of Noah preached to those who
were disobedient and are now in theiwr graves That the
words “ Quickened by the Spirit,” i1 verse 18, refers to
' the resurrection of Christ, is cvident from the parallel
passage, Chapter 1, 4 of the Epistle to the Romans
[ am aware that these verses and the parable of the rich
man and Lazarus have been advanced as authority for
the belief that there is an mtermediate state, but be-
lieve once that your soul does not go to heaven or to
hell after death, and you cannot cscape from the doc-
trine of Purgatory The Roman Catholic Church is
more consistent in this matter than some of the men-
bers of the Anglican Communion [ havesaid that the
parable of the rich man and Lazarus has been used by
many to prove the existence of an ntermediate state,
but we are to bear in mind that an isolated parable
without corroboration cannot prove a doctrine,  When
on the eross, Christ said to the penitent thief ¢ Thig
day thou shalt be with me in Paadise,  The pent-
tent thief said unto Jesus ¢ Lord, remember me when
thou comest into Thy kingdom ' and the words men-
ioncd before are an answer to his prayer.  Chrst in
those words says, you have not to wait tll I come again
to judge the world but even this day thou shalt be
with me in Paradise  What consolation would it be
to this thief if he was to remaln in an intermediate
state of which we know nothing.,  But supposing that
the word Paradise in verse 43 of Luke xxinn, vefers Lo
an intermediate state, thén we must pecforee believe
that our Lord is sull in an intermediate state, and has
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ot ascended up to heaven, In the Apostles Creed
we rcad that Christ having ascended into Ileaven,
sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father of all.
From thence 1lec shall come to judge the quick and -
dead, If the penitent thtef was to be with Christ in
Paradise, that Paradisc could not be any: other place
but heaven, The soul at death either goes to heaven,
or to hell while the body remums in the grave till
the day of resurrection At present we  cannot
fully realize what the blessings of heaven would be,
but they will not be carnal, at any rate It will be
unlike the heaven of the Arabian Prophet, The re-
ligion of Christ is emphatically a Sgeritnal religion and
the happiness of Christians in the next world will be
a continuation, in a higher degree, of all thosc spiri-
tual privileges which they enjoy on carth. In heaven
they will enjoy God's immediate presence, and this
will gladden their hearts, There widl be no let or
nindrance to therr singing God s praise  There shall
be no night in heaven, The saints will be encompass-
ed by the hight of Gods presence, and their secing
God's face will be their suLreme happiness.

29. In connection with the plan of mans re-
demption by Christ the following objections have
been urged, but they have been sausfactorily met by
Christian apologists, I shall now attempt to give you
the subsance of what these apologiste have said.

15#/y —It has been asked, does nolL the atone-
ment by Christ show that it was unjust on the part
of God to let the innocent suffer for the guilty ?
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andly  1f Chiistianity be the religion which really
brings salvation to man how 1s it tiat it has not been
universally made known to the children of Adam?
3rdly. The resurcction of our bodies 18 irrccons
cilable with expertence, and how can bodics which anc

now disolved be identificd afterwards ?
20 1s#y.  Tn meeting the first d (hevlty 1 have

to observe that since Christ the Son of God has died
for man 1t becomes evident that man was not able to
satisty divine justice. In the redemption of our souls
by Christ we find that Christ has made the law  honor-
able, and has shown his amazing love to man. Volin-
tarily Christ offered himself up as a sacrificefor our
sins  No man compelled hum t¢ become our substi-
tute, and when he laid down his life of his own will
how can God be charged with having punished the
innocent for the gulty It can be shown f{rom the
analogy of what takes place in the vistble government
of the world, that in the conduct of the affars of the
world, the agency of others 's largcly availed of,  1ave
we not all been infants al one tine and unless our
friends and relations had taken care of us, we could
not have continued to cxist ? In this world does nol
onc man stand in nced of another man s help, and what
would become of the poor and ncedy il they wore
not the vegipients of the charities of others? Do we
not find that much of the distress of owr fellow men
is removed by the assistance of their friends and others?
Nay, more, are we nol sometimes commanded to rende!
assistance to others, though in doing 1t we may have to
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put ourselves to great lrouble and suffermgs * - Bishop
Butler says, “that in the world there 1s ascheme of
things gradually carrying on, ealled the course of na-
ture, to the carrying on of which Godh as appointed -
us 1n various ways to contribute aid that if there were
any force in the objection, tieinterposition of others in
the natwal providence of God is hable to the wvery
same objcce on3, to which the appomtment of Christ as
our Mediator is liable. In objecting to the vica-
rious sufferings of Christ  we forget ™ says this divine,
‘“that vicarious punishment s a providenual appoint-
ment of every day's cxperience, and the objection
is not an objection agans. Christianity, but against
the whole general constitu 1on of nature,  The true
explanation of the objection lies 1n the fact, that man
is unwilling to accept the mediation of anothcr in the
matter of his salvation for he considers his own work
to be sufficient and does not realize that as a sinner
before God he 15 under condemnation and that he
cannot expiate for his sms, The objection would
not be made, if the objecto’ understood wecll the ap-
pointments of God in the constitution of nature.

31. 2ndly This objection also procceds from
our ignorance of the constitution of nature Do we
not see that in the world there are some men who
are better gifted than others ? Have not some men
more wealth suength and nwelleciual talents than
others * Are there not some nations who are in ad-
vance of other nations in wealth, strength and mate-
rial resources’ Do we nol find that while some
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nations arc sunk in ignorance and superstition, other
nations are better educated, and have the capacity
to understand the designs of God in his works of
'‘nature and of providence ? Thic objection supposcs
that men must be born at the sam» ume which under
the present state of things is impossible.  Men are in
a statc of probation, and God has not thovght it fit
to reveal Himself to them at once Ve all know that
quinine is a powerful tonic to ward off the attacks
of fever, and that it is efficacious aiso 1n other discascs
The curative power of this mediciie 1s not universal
ly known, and it 1s comparatively a short time since
that the medicinal properties of the Peruvian bark
were discovercd  llow many men must have died
long before the discovery of the use of quinine 5o
it is with vaccinauon, It is now admitted that the
vaceine matter when it 18 communicated (o the hu-
man system protects it from small pox which we
all know 1s a dreadiul disense. The prophylactic
power of the poison of the cow pox in preventing
small-pox become generally known alter the publi-
catton in 1789 of Dr. Jenner's work enutled—* An
enquiry into the causes and cffects of the Variole
Vaccinze,

I shall now advert to the art of printing
Before the art of typogeaphical prnuny was mnvente
ed by Guttenberg, books were wrrtten in manuseripts,
The t1ime and expense taken i1 preserving manue
scripts were not favourable to the spread of know.
ledge and the consequence was that men had very heile
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chance of communicating thew ideas to othars
There were very few books before printing, and
hence the ignotance which brooded over the world
in the nuddle apes. Progress, both in acquiring a -
knowledge of science and ol rehglon, depends much
on reacding books. Compate the progress in khow-
ledge now with the amount of knowledge possessed
by the human race before the discovery of printing
and then say whether or not the discovery of this art
has been the means of advancing human kuowledge ?

n these instances we have noticed that the dis-
coveries they relate to have been late in the world's
history, and that they are not universally known as
yet. We know the good they have done, and are
doing, to the human race DBut 1t has pleased Al
mighty God to withhold knowledge of them {rom
many of the hunan race.  You do not find fault w.th
God for this and why should you object to recuive
Christianity because it has not heen universally pub-
lished as yet. Since, however, it is now beipg pub-
lished to you, you should cadeavour to  ascertain
whether or not this religion is from God.

32, 3rdly.—In meeting the objection against the
resurrection of our bodies at the last day, T shall first
refer to the resurrection of Christ, and endeavour to
show that the doctrine of the reneral resurrection must
be true if Christs resurrection can he shown to be true
also, The Christian teligion teaches us that Christ
brought life and immortality to light, It is true that
some of the ancient philosophers indulged 1 the hope
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that the soul may survive afier its separation from the
body, but their ideas were dimi, ITow much less could
they even think that after death our bodics would be
‘raised from their graves, and be re-united to our Spirits,
The resurrection of our bodies is one of the peculinr
doctrines of Christianity, and it is founded upon the re-
sutrection of Christ. Aschbishop Whatcley has shown
why it should be considered to be a peculiar doctrine
of Christianity. The Apostle 5t. Paul writes to the
Corinthian Church, *¢Bit is now Christ risen from the
dead, and Dbecome the first fruits of them that slept,
and if Christ be not raised your faith 1s vain,  Ye are
yet in your sins.” 1 Cor, xv., 20. Well, if Chrst be
risen from the grave, there is nothing which makes
the resurrection of our bodies an improbable fact.
Christ s resurrection was a matter of fact, and that fact
has been abundantly proved by the testimony of those
who had scen him after Ile rose from the grave. For
the common sense argument of Paley in reply to ITumc’s
objections aguinst miracles, which he has said are con-
trary to experience, I beg to refer you to his work on
the Evidences of Christianity. I hioweves beg (o sub-
mit the following circumstances connected with Christ’s
resurrection for your consideration.

33. The dsciples of Christ were fearless in as-
serting that their master had risen from Jie grave.
The fact of the resurrection had not oaly bean referr-
ed toin the Gospels and Epistles but it has been noticad
also in the writings of authors who were contempori

ries with the firstdisciples,  Itcanbe shownthat the first
1



( 34 )

preachers of Christianity would not desist from preach-
ing the resurrection of their master though they had
to suffer much indignity on account of their persistence
in it. But why did they not desist? It is because -
they could not disbelieve thew own senses.  They had
seen and handled Chr st, and eaten wiith him after he
rose from the grave, Once when they were alfrighted
and were led to supposc that they had scen a spiri,
He said unto them : ‘“ Why are you troubled, and why
do thoughts arise in your hearts, Bchold my hands
and feet, that tt is, Myself, Handle and see, for a
spirit hath not flesh and bones as you see me have.

He challenged Thomas Didymus because he doubted
his resurrection. Ile said to him: ‘ Reach hither
thy finger and behold my hands, and reach hither thy
hand, and thrust it into my side” Thomas answered
and said unto him: “ My Lord and my God.’ Thetes-
timony the disciples bore to this fact was not the re-
sult of illusion but of experience. In the face of
much hostility, and at the risk of much danger to
their lives, they boldly asserted that they had scen
Christ after His resurrection.  These disciples forsook
Him atthe time of Ilis trial and yet they were reso-
lute in making their statement of this fact, Defence-~
less and weak ag they were, and knowing as they did
that the whole Jewish nation was against them, they
undertook to proclaim a fact, which, if false, they knew
would be disastrous to themselves, They were not
deceived themselves, nor could they be so bold (o
palm off on thelr countrymen an imposture, which they
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knew their enemies had ample opportunitics Lo expose,
We all know that the enemies of Christ gave out that
his body was stolen away {rom the grave by his disci-
ples, but how is it that the soldiers who kept watch
over the grave of Jesus were not punished ? vange-
list Matthew says  “So they took the moncy and
did as they were taught, and this saying was commonly
reported among the Jews until this day  [las this
statement been ever contradicted ? No, it has not
been
34 In the resurrection of Christ we sec the
power of God set forth in the completion of mans
redemption, It was indeed a mi-acle, We have ex-
serience of Gods power and wisdam in the works of
creation and of providence, and if we bear in mind
hat there is a Moral Government in the universe of
vhich God is Governor, we do not see why miracles
hould not be possible  They do not contradict our
axperience, inasmuch as the crewion of the world
out of the fiat of Gods will is a miracle They arc
sald to be contrary to experience, but are there not
physieal as well as moral laws in the universe, and are
not these laws to be regarded as constituting cements
to form the cntire government of God? People who,
object to miracles as being contrary to experience
and contrary to the ecstablished laws of God, forget,
that the mawerial world and the laws by which it s
sustained are not all which claim God's attention,
Will any one say that God cannot suspend for @ tine
the physical law, in order that the schome of mans
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salvation may be completed, even by the resurrcction
of Chr'st We cannot say that @ griorz nuracles are
impossible, and wltatever arguments are now brought
forward against the resurrection of Christ, and the -
other Christian miracles, are simply ina new form,
the objections which Fume has urged against the
miracles, and for a complete refutation of those ob-
jections, I beg to refer you to the common scnse
argument of Paley in his * Evidence of Christianity.’

35,  We see that men who denied their master at
the time of his trial, werz bold to assert 1t the face of
much opposition, that their master rose from the
grave, In consequence of this testimony they bore
to this fact, they had 1o suffer much indignity and
opprobrium, nay,even death * and does not this conduct
of the first preachers of Christianity appear to be
miraculous * Can we siy‘ww experience ;
that men with such timid minds as the apostles had
would palm off a story which would only prove to
he false, and which involved so much risk to them
selves, unless they had actually seen what they bore
testimony to? The resirrection of Christ proves His
divine mission and it is the foundation of our hope
of the resurrection of our bodies at the last day,

36 It is objected that as the human body is
dissolved at cdeath, it caniot be identified afterwards:
The following is submitted for your consideration.
‘The particles of our bodies are now simply thrown off]
but they are not annihilated, They still exist in other
bocies and the identity of the human body does not
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depend upon the sameness of the pa ticles which con ‘tin.
rute it.  Philosophy mforms us thit iy the couwe ol
a few yecars our bodics undergo @ complete Change,
. 50 that we become diffireat beings at dillerent pueiods
of our ltves. The human body, notwithstinding that
it throws off constantly tts constituet pirticls i
considered to be the same body, and th's s on aceotnit
of the uniting power which exisws in the body, wlich
never ceases to exist while the rartieles of the hody
are thrown off, At decath a change only tikes phee
in the arrrangement of the particles of orr hodies,
and although those patticles may become assimilated
to other bodics, the Dbodics which atc i the praves
now will be the same bodics whon the particles we
re-united to the souls of the deceased at the resur-
rection.

37. In referring to this objection St Paul tahe s
his illustration from the gorminauon of the seed corn,
Now the corn of the wheat after 0 has heon put i
the ground is appurently destroyed bty vl by it
appears with stem, lfoaves wmd frvite bt is sl thee
old Itfe in the sued whely has re Opearcd and v ey e
loped in a highce form,  In the dovedopment of the
seed-corn, o (:mn[:-lmu change hw tilksen IILI.H‘ hagt sl
it is the same corn which we sco matuwed o another

form, and is identical with the ane thu i, pret indred,
In the casc of the bulterlly, it is the catorpllar o
isting in another forn, <o it will be with the resur
rection body. “The spiritual Dody will I fdenticid
with the carthly one, though we may not now under



( 38 )

stand whal the nattre of that sprritual body will he
“That which is sown in corruption will be rased in
incorruption'  Is, then, the revealed fact that oup
bodies will be raised from their graves, though in a -
cifferent form not reconcilable with experience ?  ‘The
analogy of the germination of the secd corn shows that
such a thing is not impossible.

18, We have seen what Christianity 1s. It de-
clares to us that theite 1s a God, who is infinite in His
power wisdom and love, and ol purer eyes than to
behold iniquity, That He is the Creator, Preserver
and Redeemer of our souls. That there are three
persons in the Godhead, and that in the matter of
our redemption, God the Father originates the plan,
God the Son carries that plan into execution, and
God the Holy Ghost applies to our hearts the remedy
which Christ has provided for us. Mention has
also been made of our condition before God as sinners
against His holy laws, and of the change, both in-
ward and outward, which is the fruit of Christs atone-
ment. The blessings which Christians now enjoy
and hope to enjoy in the next world have also been
adverted to.

39, When the claims of Christianity are placed
before our countrymen, most of them are proud to
refer us to their systems of philosophy, and to say
that they do not require Christianily at all. But
I would now ask you, do you find in these systems
(God’s character and person delineated with such truth
as 15 done in the Christian Scriptures ? Have not these
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systems failed to give us a knowledge of our iclation-
ship to God? Is there anything like that assurance
in them which Christianity brings to the troubled soul
in the contemplation of Christ's death, and in the
hope of that happiness which awaits believers in
Christ in heaven ?

40. Let us look for God in the system taught
by Kapil The Sankhya of Kapil declauies that the
existence of the Supreme Being 1s not only nof proved,
but that 1t 1s impossible for swck a being to be the
Creafor of the world  In this system, the origin of all
things is traced to an wmmnitellipcnt nature, which by
its union with the sez, which is ctzarnal, produces crea-
tion As according to this system the sox/ 1s inactive,
it is difficult to understand how creation could be the
result of two principles or substances which are want-
ing in intelligence and activity,  This is opposed to
our knowledge of the principle of causation. IDoes
the Vedant then furnish us with any correct notion of
the Supreme Being ®  Certainly not. Tt tcaches Pan-
tiersse ; that is, that God is identical with the universe,
and that we are a portion of 1lim The result of
such a system, as has alrcady been shown, is that there
is no distinction hetween God and Ilis creatures, since
the latter are but manifestations of Ilimself, and that
men cease Lo be responsible agents. The Naya, 1t
is true, attempts to prove the cxistence of a Swprzmne
Bewng, but the universe, according to this system, does
not come into existence by the fiat of Gods will, The
Naya teaches that the universe is educed out of the
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atoms of nine eternal substances, and that the Supreme
Being unites the atomic minds to souls, therebhy ren
dering them conscious, and also unites the atoms of
other substances, and develops them into the material
universe  God then is not the Creator, but the Maker
of the universe , and how far this {alls short of the
Christinn idea of God, God said, I.et there be
light, and there was light.

41. Again, Hundu Plilosoply gives a very in-
adequte idea of s;n  “Sin is a want of conformity
unto, or a violation of the law of God.,  DBut flindn
Philosophy does not contemplate 1t as a moral evel. It
is simply an entellectunt fauldd  Asregards the origin of
evil, both the Sant/ye and the Vedant trace it to Na-
ture or the Supreme. Man does not appear to have
been created holy, but that the germ of all evil was im-
parted to individuals at the time they were produced
or developed. In the Hwndu Philosoply the chief
end of man is not to glorfy God, but to seck his own
emancipation from transmigrations. Deliverance from
transmigrations i1s Mukdi, which according to the San-
khyae and Naya is separation of the soul from matter.
In the Vedant, Mukts is absorption into Hrafm. The
soul, when by contemplat on attains this state, ceases
to exist as a separate entity, and as an individual exist-
ence it is annthilated. Can such a doctrine as this
satisfy our longings ®  Adsorption into the deity I
fancy is something, which you may wish to secure for
yourselves, but on looking at the Hindu notion of it,
it appears to be either annihilation or stupefaction,
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The Christian loohs f{orward to somcthmge as high as
the Ilindu does, [le pants to become holy cven as
God is holy, and if thaie be any adserption at all 1 is
‘to be found in the Cluisuan religion There the soul
15 not lost 1nto the Swupreme Dewng, bhut continues to
exist as a separate existence, assimiating itsclf to Gody
by being made perfect in holiness.

42, I have not referred to the tendency of the
Christian rchigion in promoting the social and political
improvement of man, [ have restricted mysclf to
the spirttual advantages which one as an individual
can derive by beecoming a Chiisttan, The benefits
which Christianity confers on man are calculated to make
him happy both here and hercafier; and in the pros-
nect of such happiness 1 would carnestly beg of you
to examine 1ts clatms.  Christ has said * Ask, and i(
shall be given unto you; scck aiwd ye shall {ind it."
and my deay friends, il you decide upon examining
the claims of Christianity with an unprejudiced mind,
you will with God's grace {ind 1{im, who is the Hay,
the Life and the Zrutle. May God bless you and draw
you all to Ilimself, through his Son Jesus Chrse
Awnien.







