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'TILE CASTE SYSTEM OF TII HINDUX.

il

TIx his Institutes, Manu says—The Brahmana
primarily sprang from the mouth of B whma. This
oviginal Bralmana according to the ordinance married
o yoman of the same caste, and the oflspring ol this
connection go by the name of Dra/manas. The
duties' of a [Brakmana arvc celebrating sacrifice,
officiating at other’s sacrifices, study, teac hing, making
gifts, and, finally, receiving such,  Of these, ofiicit
ing as priests, teaclung and receiving clean gilts
are the means of a Bralmanda's sustonance ;3 while
celebrating sacrifices, «tudy and mak ne il s me the
means of his attaining purily and 1eaigious mer't,
Should a Dralmana fail in maintaimne hinsel  and
family by the thiee callings mentionaxd above, he
should then follow snch  professions  propor o
Kshatr tyas a5 guarding towns and vill ges,  Should
he fail even by such meany, he may resort (o sy
professions reservad D the Fedsye onsto as cultivatig
the soil, tending cattle and irwding v deam gomds,
But let him by no means betake himscll 1o call” iy

followed by the Swurli us. ’

The Kshatr tyee fivst sprang Crony the arms of 13) w-
ma. The original /shat e in accordanee w'ih (he
ordinance nirried o girlol the «ame caste, and (e
offspring of thus union are Qllad A%ty Clelny -
tion of sacrilices, study and making .l 4 we th
thiee duties of o Ashetraya 5 aul aairrg s an
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defendin, the sl joct are his voodun L7 a Ayl
oy [a'1s moma nlaining his fapnly by following the
professions mentionad above, he may adopt callings
appropriated to the aisyas

The ancestral sy rose Lom the thighs of 71 ah-
me,  1le martie | agrecably to the ordinance nwoman
of the same caste, and the 1ssue of {1y imion are
properly entitled Persyas, The duties of a Vsye
ar2 eclehration of saerifices, study and making ¢ ifs,
Keeping cattle, agrieniture, trade and Iending money
at tnterest ave the moeans of his livelihood

The Bral muna, the Kshatriya and the Varsya are
called twice-born, by virtue of thoin going through
the regenerating rite, on the oceasion of their being
invested with the sacred thiead,

The Sud « was born {iom the fect of Brahmu.
The fivet Sudra we lded a maid of Ius own caste, and
his offspring ave properly the Sudsas. Serving the
twice boin is thew living. Il a Sudra cannot suppoit
his family by this means, he may betake himsdll o
any art.

The sigmificance of the atlegory that the B alanene
rose fom the mouwlh ol Dratna 19 that the 7 alk-
manas ave the Lenchers of the people; the month being
the vebicle of thouglit  That the Kshatriva sprang
fiom the aims of [ alima means that the A shutriyas
aie the rulers, inasmuch as the arms are required in
weilding weapons for purposes of ollence and defence.
The thighs cairy-men from one place (o another,
Accordingly, the Vawsya rising from the thighs of
Biahma mplies that the Vadsyas are the trading enste,
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trade requiring men to go fiom place Lo place.  The
fect ave the least dignificd membeis of {he whole
body, and as the Sudre 18 representec as cmanating
"from the feet of Brahma, the Sudras are destined 1o
se1ve the three other clagses.

According to the Padma [urann, when the Deity
ecame inspired with the desiie of creation, lle first
created a wonderfully Liilliant lotus.  Tfrom this lot-
us-rose Bralma versed 1n all the Vedus, and be-
came tent upon creation.  Ifrown his own energy, he
brought into being 5 alinans ot constmmate purity,
eflulgent as the sun, following the true religion, prac-
tising penances, of immaculate morals and engaged
in meditating Brahma, 1t 1s these B ahmanas who,
in consequence of the variety of the professions they
severally followed, became finally divided into By
manas, Kshatriyas, Vasyas and Sudsas, Those
Brahmunas who observed the rules presciibed for
them and celebrated saciifices, officinted as priests,
studied, taught, and made gifts and received them
retained their distinetion as Bralmanae.  Those ard-
ent, high spirited and biave Brafmanaswho, instead of
following the line of action presaribed for them, and
actniated by the love of creature comiforts, mnde war
and ruled the people, became Ashatriyas, Those
who departed widely from the oidained path and
kept kine and tended catile, tilled the <oil and
carriecd on trade, came to be known as Vaisyas.
Finally, those who votally forsaking cheir dutics and
disregarding the highest morality, which is sparing
life, came {o love falsehood rather than truth,
whose 1ule of action was ‘Pleasuic is pleasant,” who
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hewntic engeeed v ull hinds of oceupalions, id who
commitled irreligious aets, were branded with the ap-
pellutiun ol Sudras. Ullimately, the mitcrmartiage
of these four orders produced varions muxed castes,

According {o the Brainua Vicowrtie Pw ana, the
Gopa (Cow-keeper), the Napita (Borber), the Vil or
Bhala, the doduba (Swectmeat-vendor), the Mulapa
o1 Kuvara, the Tambule (Seller of betc) ), the Purna
Lara (Renrerof botel), and the Vawil « (‘T'rader), sre
classed as pure Sudras, Once an individual of the
tiading caste being convieted of stealing the gold of
a Brukmaie, incurred the curse of the latter, and
came to be stigmatised as Swvarne Vaniha or the
trader in gold.  I'rom the connection of Visvalarma
(Celestaal artificer) with a Sudra woman sprang
the following nine casies :—~the Malakura (Gard
ner), the Karmakar (Blacksmith), the Sunklwlara
(Conch shell-cutier), the Kuvinda, the Kumbhalara
(Potier), the Kansakara (Drazier), the Sutradhara
(Carpeuter), the Clitiakara ( Painter), and the
Svarnaiary (Goldsmith),  Of these, the three laiter
have memved the curse of o Brabmana, while the
six former are counted as pure Swdras.  Yanapal-
fya sayssthat tho Murdhablisikic way the offspring
of the union of o Dralimana with o Khatifya girl duly
wedded by han,  Thoe Murdhablusihies arve considered
infevior to Biahmanas but superior o Kshairiyas.
Their profession is the bearing of arms, the guiding of
elephanty and horses and the dviving of ears, The
Mutashya casle came ol a Kshatriya lather and a
Vaisya mother, legitimately wedded by the {ormer,
These men avre inferior to Kshatriyas but superior
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to Valsyas  Thelr calling i singing and dancing,
astrology, and guarding corn.  The Kw ana casie 14
the issue of a Vaisya father and a Sudra mother
" wedded by the former. Some consider the Kayasihas
are 1dentical with this order, The Karanas arcin-
ferior to Vaisyas and superior to Sudias. Their
duty 1s to serve the twice-born and kings, and to guard
corn and kine, as well as the interior of fastnesses,
The union of a Brahmana with a Fawisye woman
legitimately married by him produced the Ambastha,
or physician caste, and that ol a Brahmana hushand
with a Sudr a wife, the NMishada caste.  The latter arve
also called Parasadas. Their calling is catehing fish,
The Ugra or Aguri was born of a Sudva wife by a
Kshatriye husband, The profession of the Aguiis is
the killing of the Godha (a species of the [guana), &e.,
in holes. The son of a Kshatr iya and a Sudra woman
was the progenitor of the Illechchha caste. The
Mlechehhas are a powerful race. They are however
considesed unclean, The Sute owes hiv ougin 1o
a Kshatreya father and o Bral mane mother.  Their
vocation 1s the tending of horses and the driving
of cars, The Magadhas arc the issue of a Vaisya
and a Nshatriya woman, The Magadhas corry on in-
land trade 5 but according to Usana, these are the
oflspring of a Vaisye and a Drahmana woman, and
ihat their prolession is pancgyrizing the twice horn.
The Vaideha caste has for its founder & Vawsya father
and 8 Brakmana mother, The duty of the Vaideha is
the guarding of the inner apaitment. The dyoqava
caste sprang from the marringe of a Sudra with
8 Vasya woman, Their calling is the hewing of
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wood, &e, According to {Jsana, the v mionola Vaesye
with o Nshati iy woman produced the dyogava caste,
These dyogavas ave, perhaps the Tantuvayis or weavers
of the present day, The Vadehibus have u Sudi a for
their father and a Veawsya woman for thewr mothe,
Their professicn is the tending of goats, buflnloes and
kine; and they <l milk, butier-milk, clarified
butter, &c. DPerhaps they are the Goyalas (Cow-
hecpers) of the present day.  The Kskatteis owe their
origin to a Swdra and a Kshatr iy woman.  Theiv
calling is the killmg or capture of the Godia,
&e., in holes. The Qhandalu has o Sudia father and a
Brahmana mother.,  The Chandalas are enjoined to
live outside of villages, It 18 forbidden to allow themn
to cat from any dish, f{o1 their touel ispollution
They ought, therclore, only to be allowed to eal off
carthen dishes  They are o wear the clothes of dead
men., They ought not to be permitied to enter villages
and towns al, }ught ; only during the day they may
enter a village or a town for purposes of buying aund
selling, and then they can only enter, bearing on their
person some mark fixed for than by the king,
Their duty 1y the removal of uncared f{or or unclaun-
ol corpses, the exceulion of ecriminals, and the
appropriating of the clothes of the Ilatter., The
Abrita casto sprang hHom the conneclion of a "B ah-
mana with an Ugr e woman,  The Abliras owe their
origin to a Brafmana father and an Asbasthy molher.
The union of a Lrakmana and an Ayogarz woman
produced the Dhigvgna caste. Their vocation is the
manufacture and selling of hides, The Pullasas

have NMishada for their father and a Sud:a woman
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for their mother ; but according to Usana they lave
4 Sudre father and a Kshatrmya woman for their mother,
Theit calling is the killing or capture ot the Godha,
&e., in holes. The Kuhlutaka ovder owes its ex-
istence to a Sudra and Nishede weman, The Svapaia
caste sprang from 2 Kshatte and an Uypra woman ;
butin the opinion of the sage /sana, the caste owes
ity origin to a Chandala and a Vuisya woman, These
ngen resemble the Chandalas as regards dwelling, &«
A Vardeha husband and an Ambasthe wife gave birth to
the Vena caste They play on the Kansa, Juraj
andd other musical mstruments, The ratya caste
consists of those of the three prime orders who could
not have gone through the 1egenerating tite in proper
time. A Thatye Bralumana and a Brahmana woman
gave birth to the orders of Dhw jnhantaka, £ vant,
Avatedhana, Pushpadhe and Swikl . Although these
belong to  the sclf-sine caste, stitl by virtne of
their residence 1 diflerent parts they have scvers
ally come to be consideied as so many separale
cas es. A Viatya Kshatiiye and o Kshatriya woman
are the progenitors of the orders of Jhalle, Malla,
Nuwhehhin, Nata, Karane, Khaw, and Dravo,
Although virtually one caste, thase like dhe {former
have come to be looked on ag <eparate castes, by
virtue of their resklence 1n different parts, A
Vratya Vaisya and a aisye woman have gencrated
the castes of Sudhanva, Acharyya, Karusho, Vijanme,
Maitra, and Svatvata. These, likewise, have come 10
be considered as soparate castespalthough in point of
fact they constituile one single class; and the reason
15 the same as in the case of the two aforementioned
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clagses.  Tho Swrindiras owe their oxislence o a
Sudra father and an Ayogavi mother  They main-
tain {hemselves by dreessing the ha'r, hunfing and
servitude, but unlike the servant classes they never
cat of the focd rendered unclean aflter another has
eaten of it, The Maitreya clas« is the issuc of g
Vasdeha and an Ayoyave woman,  Their profession is
{0 sing the matutinal praises of kmgs {o the accom.
paniment of bells, &e. The Karabara caste is the
offspring of a Nishade and a Vasdeha woman, Their
livelihood ig perforating hides, &e. The Mw gava (the
Kaivarta of ccmmon parlance) comes of a Nishadun
and an Ayogave woman. According to the Bralma
Vasvarta Purana, the Kaeivarte or fisherman is the
issue of a Kshatriya, begot on a Varsya woman., In
the Kali Yuga this caste has been degraded in con
sequence of an illicit conneetion with a 7ivara. "The
Andhra was begot by a Vaideha on a Karavari girl,
A Vaideha and a Neshada woman produced the Meda
caste. Thewr profession is hanting wild beasts,  The
Pandusopake is the offspring of a Chundala father and
a Vardelt motler, The Pandusopakas carn their lveli-
hood by producing bamboo wicker work. Perhaps
they are the Jomas of modern times.  The dhanddilas
owe their birth {0 a Mshada and o woman of ihe
Vaidehi caste. Theiw profession is to mount guard
over the exterior of prisons,

A Chandrla begol the Antyarasvys (Murda
farash) in the womb of & Nishadr. Men of this caste
support themselvese by performing the last rites on
the cremation ground., Those wicked Kshatriyas
who departed from the path of duty laid down for
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them, have, according to the vauous ecuntiies they -
habited, given rise to the castes of Paundra, Audiaka,
Dravira, Lamboju, Javana, Sula, Parade, Palnava,
Clhmna, Kwata, Darada and Khasa. Some of these
speak languages of dryan origin, while others use
non-Aryan languages. They dwell on spots under
the shades of well known trees 1 the vicinity of
villages, on cremation grounds and mountains or
i, woods, A Bralkmana hushand and o Vaideh: wile
gave birth to the Chancha order. Their mode of living
is the hanting of wild animals, ‘The Vande caste
sprang from a Kshatrya sive and a Sudra mother.
The Madgu owes hig origin to a Brafimana and a
Vandi girl.  Their ode of living is the hunting of
wild anumals

According to the DBralme TVawwmila Purana,
the Clatrakare (Painter) and a fallen Sudrva woman
are the parents of the dttalikakare (the Mason), The
degraded Tadlakara or Kalu (Ollman) caste owes its
origin to a Kumbhalar o and an adultress of the Kotike
class. The Kotike caste 1s theissue of the connection of
an  Atielilakare with an aduliiess of the Kunbhakara
order., A Kshatriya begol the Tivare (commonly-
called Tewora) in the womb of an adultieds of the
Ragput tribe. A Tewora lather and a Knlu mother are
the parents of the Leta class. The nnion of a Letw
and o 7ivara woman produced the orders of Mdlla
(Mala), Malla Matara, Bhara, Kola, and Kandara or
Kalandara. These originally composed one caste, but,
in congequence of their {ollowing diverse occupation,
they have been divided into dufferent castes. The
Chaymmakara (lide-maker) sprang from o Tivara
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and v Chandal v woman,  Bal sana is of opinion
that this dass owes its orvigin to. a Swute father
and o Kshutriya mother,  The  Mansachehheds
class has been produced by the connection of a
Chandale with a woman of the Charmmakura caste,
The Koncha 1s the oflspring ol a Tivara and o Mansach-
chhedy woman, The Kdndwra caste came into being
in consequence of the conmection of a Kafvas ta with
a Koncha girl. A Leta and o Chandule woman gaye
birth to the lluddika (Ilwri in common parlance,
Sweeper), and Saundita (Sunri or grog seller). These
Lwo originally constituled one caste, but difference
of occupation has finally led to difference of caste.
The Gangapuira class comes of a Lela father and a
1ivara mother, The Gangaputras give themselves
out as Brakmanas in Benares and other places. The
Yungr or Yup® class has a Veshadhar: father and a
Gangapulra mother, The Sundi owes his origin to a
Vasya father and a Tivara mother., The Paundrala
caste has been produced by the union of a Vusiya
with a Sundi girl. The Baput is the offspring of
a Kshatriya and o woman of the Karana class, A
K ana husband and a Bagput wife gave birth to the
Agavi ceste. The Rmaka owes his orvigin to a
Dhwvare and o Tivara woman, The ANodali class
sprang from a Tivare father and a ZLajaka mother,
The Svarvasvi caste is the issue of & Napita hushand
and a Gopr wife A Kehatriya begat the Ryadha in
the womb of & Svarvasv: woman, A IKish:is the father
and & Bralr ana woman the mother of the Kudara.
The Kudara is considered to be a degraded class.

"~ * I'hig clags have no offictat ng priests  they do the functions ot priests
themselyes The Tug s weave clothes, )
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The Bagutite (Bagdi) comes from a Kshatriya and
a Vawsya woman., The Buagutiie like the Kudara is
considered degraded. The Jola caste sprang {rom the
union of a Mlechchha with a Kuvinde woman., A
Jola hushand and a Kuvinde wile gave birth to
the Swwvala caste, These men do not cat fish ov
flesh, and they perform the function of priests them-
selves. Thelr occupation 18  weaving cloth, &e.
Asvimr Kumara is the father and a Bralmana woman
{1fe mother of the Vaidya, The union of & Viadya
with a Sudre woman produccd numerous classes
They live by selling medicinal herbs. Their oceupa
tion is curing by incantations parsons bit by snakes,
possessed by evil spirits, witches, & A bushand
belonging to one of these castes and a Sudrae wife
are the parvenis of the dale or Vyalagrahe (Snake-

charmer).

According to the sage Usana, the Veluka aroso
from the connecuon of a Sute with o Biakmana
woman., The Rathakara (Car-maker) casie is the
issuc of a IHskairiya husband and a Bralmmana
woman, The ZTamrakara (Copper-smith) is the
offspring of an Ayogeve father and a Brakmana
mother., The Swumika casic owes s existonce lo
an Ayogava fathor and a Kshuiriya m other. The
Udvandake is the issue of the connection of a
Sunika and a Kshairiye woman. A Vaisya hus-
band and a Ilshasr iya wile gave birth to the Pulinda
order. The Ramake is the offspring of a Sudra and
a8 Kshatrsya woman., The Nusiake (Dancer) and the
(Gayal/a (Singer) are the offspring of a Ranaha
and a Paisya woman A Tawdehe husband and a
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Kshatrwya wife ave the paients of the S/é(:r'/ezm The
Chakiy caste is the issue ol a Sudre and a Vaisya
woman., They live by manulacturing oil and ealt.
The Manikara has a Kshatriye for his father and a
Veosye for his mother,  The occupation of the Mani-
kuras 1s the peiforating, polishing and selling of gems.
A Vaisya husband and a Sudra wile gave birth to the
Suchaka  The Tukshaka caste arose from the connee-
tion of a Suchaka with o Bralmana woman, The Jele
is the offspring of a Suchata fathor and a Kshatriya
mother, A Vazsya husband and a Sudra wife gave
birth to the Kaiakara (baih). The Vardya caste is
the issue of a clandestine conncction of a Bralmana
with a Kshatriye woman, The Vaidyas maintain
themselves by practicing medicine according to the
Ayurveda, by performing the Zantrika ritual and
by making astrological calculations. The issuc of a
clandestine connection of a Kshatriya with a Ksha-
irye virgin goes by the name of Goja Kshatriya.
Persons of this class are not entitled 1o the ceremony
of eprinkling. The Kunmbhakara and the Napiia are
the offspring of a Brakmana and a  Vaisya woinan
clandestinely taken away by the lor er.

+po-af$



THE VARNA SANKARANS,

e

When in the beginning of the Irefa yugo] men
began to be sinful, 1t become necessary that there
should be a King and Judges for pumshing the
miscreants. '

The Grst Kshatriyn Xing was Baireya. Oneof his
descendants, Vena, married a Brahmana’s daughier
and also suffered the same kmd of sin to be practised
by his subjects. The country thus hecame lawless,
as it were ; persons of one caste began o marry the
girls of other prohibited castes and the consequence
was the birth of various sorts of mixed castes
( Varna Sankaras), This is the origin of the mixed
castes as explained by some authoritics.

»  DPrithu was the son of Vena, lle was very intelli-
gent and wise lle governed his subjects well and
peucciully, but yet his subjects could not enjoy full
happiness. Corn did not grow abundantly, and, as a
malicr of course, prosperity came bo be of a very slow
growth, On being asked the causc of all these dis-
orders the Braimanas informed the King (hat the
evily wore the resulls of the sinful acls commiticd by
the various classes (Varna Senkaras) who had lately
pprung up in large numbers, The King proposed ther
destruction, but the Bralmanae said that it was
opposed to pohiey. IL was afterwards settled that
the Varna Sankaras would be classified according to
their birth, and respective professions wounld be sel-
tled, and any one among them, who would be found
to he acting against those rules should he punighad.
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The following is m alphabetical list o the vatious
kinds of Varna Santaras, their origin and profussions
according (o another authority :—

'A Ligt of the Varna Sankaras.

Tho Trira
Sanleics

Kayastha
Kaian
Tambuli
Thih

Am aslha 3
Vaidyn

Gandlu .
Kankar

Shankhn Vanik

/

Modalk

Takml }
Napit

Kuambliaknia
Tantiuveya
Kaimakaia

Dasto

Magadeva
Kupa

)

Bawui

Suta,
Mdldkai }

Mathe

Vaiaya

Bioh nana

Kashatiiya

Sudia,

Vaiaya

Brahmana

iKelhabliya

Ist Class,

"

Molher

Sudra

Y0

Sudia

heshatiiya

Kahatt ‘yo

Sadin

iahmang

M ofosyion

Wiite 8 my the Cowrt,
Ditde

HloLol s:lloms,

Spwse solluig

( Physicians
Do,

Apotecies

Mncors a1 sellors of pols
m de of Lrrse, (8 uelal
crynjosed of ass and
coppel )

Ma s und solloi sl eonch,

. shell cingments

—

Yweotmeal vondois,

M1 1y ge1vanis,
Barhes,

 Makois of oatl 01 pols,
Winvors

1 Blacksmitha,

L Putlous

{ Mossongois
Account mis

Baolol growers

YJollous of flowor gulnnda

Charrton,n
and gardoneis,
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A List of the Varna Sankaras—:(conid )
2nd Class.

1£$] ;;:f:::u Tather, Mother Drofesmion
Sutiadhma . : Caipenters
Rajaks } Karana Vaisya { Washeimen,
SBvarnalilin .. . Goldamiths
Suvainavanilia } Ambastha Vaigya Agvayers of metnls
Tnilakd:a ' ilmen
Avire } Kupa Vaisya Matkme .
[}
Dhivaia ' Pisher men
Shundaka .. } Kupa Sudra Wine zelloag,
Nata ' } Maldkars Bucha Dance: s
Savaks Do
Sikain Tishet mien
Tl } Mdgadeva | Sud a Da,
3rd Class,

Malakmani . Svarnpksea Ambasta
ICurube o sk Valgya
Chandaln . udia, Brahman Swine herds  dog and ags

keepers
Baruda 0 Avira Kuapam
Chaimakdia Tannora and shoe niakers
Take Avna Vatgya
Vidaka Diunimers,
Patoani Rajaka Vaiaya
Eg}ihm }t Tualakdin Vaisy s
Mnla . Dhivara Sudin
Diula ‘ Kalhatiya  Jdlika

gih Class

Pulonds ']
Pualkbasa Keepers of the animals in
Ganga the Royal Zoologieal
Khaan ga1deny
Jvana L
Huna il Vasya
Mlechehha
Vandal
Shulia
Vadhaka




ISULINTISM.

During the reign ot ddsina, o Vardya King ot
Bengal, the eclebration of a yayna (sacrifice) hecame
necessary owing to u diought, but there having heen
ab that time no Srakmana so learned as o perform
it, ddisura vequestad Fasinka, the King of Kanya
Kubjya (CGononj), to send him some Hralumanas versed
tn the Vedas and competent 1o perlorm the intended
yayna  Live By alunanas were accordingly sent, vez,.—

(1) Dhattanarayana® who was said to beol Sar-
dilya Globray being deseended fiom the sage Sundilya ;
(2) Oriharsha of Bharadwwye Gotra, from the sage
Bharadwan ; (3) Vidagarta of Savaane Got a, from
the sage Savarna, (1) Chhandara of Vatsya Gotra,
{rom the sage Vatsya; and (5) Daksha ol Kasyapa
Gonna from the sage Kasypa.  These five Brahmanas
brought five Kayastha servants with them, viz, :—(1)
Makaranda Ghosh 3 (2) Kali Dasa Mitira ; (3) Dasa-
rathe Guha ; (1) Dasaratha Basu; and (5) Puru-
shottama Datia, These five Bralmanas ay well as
their servardg the {ive Ldyasthas were alterwards
honoted as the Kuline, Of these, those who lived in
the Barendra land of North Dengal were enlled the
Barendra Lhahmanas and those who lived in West
Bengal were called Rerdi Bralinanas,  Those who
are not Nulinas among the LR his are called Lany-
sagas ol among the Barendras are callied Kafs,
Although the Barendras and the Rarkis have sprung
from the spme origin, still owing to their living
in different localities, they cannot socially mix with
each other, ¢, ¢., myrriage cannot take place between
a Darendra and a Barhi ; a Rarhl does nol take food

* The Tagore family has spung Bom Bhaita naayan
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cooked by a Barendra and so forth. Shyamal Var ma,
a Kshairiya King also brought five Brahmanas fiom
Konowj, wviz.:~~(1) Sanaka, (2) Bharadwaja : (3)
© Swvarna; (4) Sendya; and (5) Vasistha ; many
years after Adisura, Iive villages, viz, :—(1) Samah-
tasdr in Furreedpur ; (2) Navadwip in Nuddea; (8)
Chandradwip in Backergunj; (4) Kotaliparah in
Furveedpur; and (5) Joyari in Rajshahi ; were granted
to the five above-mentioned Brahmanas respectively.,
The deseendants of these Brahmanas are called the
Vaidik Brahmanas, They are divided into two classes,
viz, :— (1) Paschatyn, i. e., those who lived in West
Bengal ; and (2) Ddakshinatya, i. e, those who
Lived in Souith Bengal, These two classes of the
Vaulihs cannot socially mix with each other. There
is no system of Kulinism among the Vaidiks,

The five above-mentioned Kulin * families lived
in 56 cifferent villages. 'They were therefore called
Chhappunna Grami (2. e., of 66 villages), The word
Grame has been corrupted into Gas.

The Kulins may again be distinguished into four
Thaks (orders), viz,:—ZLPhule, Vallabhi, Kharda and
Servanandl, Any of these can take food preparved
by any other ; bul no marriage can take place -be-
{ween them,

This pernicions system of Kulinism iz prevalent
only in Bengal. No trace of it whatever can be
found in any other comniry of India, Kulmisn. bas
produced immense evil in this eouniry, Owing to

gh—

* A Kuln must possess the follow ng qudlifieations —d¢har e {good
mornd charactor) ; Vwnaye (homiby) 3 Va ge (learnimy) 3 Malstha {(famo);
dulhadarsane {desire for pmlgrimage); MNwvkthe {stuectness in rehpon);
Foradte {Drabmamen) dutios) ; Zapas (devotion) ; and Dane {choaty)
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this syster, o Kulin Brahmana is often obliged to

keep his daughter a maid for ever for want of a

bLidegmmn of the same rank of Kulins as he himself
i, Sometimes one Kulim Brahmana marries some
300 wives or else thoge poor girls would not have
heen married, for there might not be another person
ol the same social position among the Kufins as their
fathers were,  'The result is that the country is heing

filled with horrible erimes.
™

Those Brahmanas who do not follow up their
Jrahmanienl duties, e.g., who act as spivitual guides
or as priests of the lowesl classes, such as Suvarna-
vanite, Chundale, &, are called Patite (degencrated
or fallen) Dralimanas.,

The Ashati iy casle is rarc in Dengal. Those
Kshatriyas who live hore cannot socially mix with
those in the North-Western Provinces 3 for the former
on nccount of their long residence in the Lower
Provinces have adopted to a greal measure the habits,
manners, and customs of the Bengalis, among whom
{hey live. The Rshatriyas generally take the sur-
nawes of 1 vroman and MHal,

No original Vaisyas can be found in Dengal ;
in faet, ufimixed Vaisyas ave very rave.  Thejeweller
class of Bengal, called the Jaharis, most likely have
gprung {rom the Vasdyas, Almost all the Jaharis
have embraced Jadnism, Thoy cannot socially mix
with any other casie in Dengal,

The Sudras arc not of Aryan descent,

Among the castos found in Bengal, besides the
Dralimany, the highest is the Kayastha., This easto is
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said to have sprung from the Kshatriya caste. The
story about the origin of the Kuyastha runs thus :
While Parasurama, one of the tcn Advatars (incarna-
tions) of Vishnu (one of the Ilinde gods—the Pre-
server of the universe), was engaged in extirpating
the Kshairiyas, a Ishatriya king named Bhandi asenc
and his wife, big with child, took refuge in the
hermitage of the sage Talovya. Parasurama went
thither 1o kill them ; but the sage informed him that
he would on no account allow Parasurama to kil the
king and the queen for they were the sage’'s guests,
An agreement was then entered into by which the
king was not to allow his child, if male, to follow
up the profession of a Kshatriya, but the son should
leave the sword and have recourse to the pen for
his livelihood. A son was born to the king and his
descendants were afterwards called the Kayastias,

The Kayasthas were divided into the Uttara
Rarhis, the Dakshing Rarhis and the Bungajas ; the
last being the original Kayasthe inhabitants of
Bengal and they now chiefly live in Tast Bengal.
The Dakshina Rarhs at present have largely spread
over this part of Bengal, They are subdivided into
two classes, viz, —the Kulins and the Maulils, The
(Gfhoshes, the Basus and the Mitras (three surnames
of the Kayasthas) are the Kulirs; all the rest boing

the Mauliks, The Mauliks again are divided into

fwo classes 3 the Deys, the Tuits, the Kars, the

Palits, the Sems, the Sinhas, the Dasses and the
Guhas arc of the fivet class, the rest (which number

72) being of the 2nd class, The Guhas of the
Bangaja Kayasthas are Lulins, It s said that the
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Duttns not adknowledging  the Brahmanas as theiv
inasbers and themscelves as servants of the Brahmanas
were not honoured as Kulins.,

L |

The Uttare Rurhis, the Dakshina Rarhes and the
DBangajas may lake food cooked by one another, but,
no marringe takes place between thom,

There aire very important social rules with re.
card to the Aulinism snd maninge of Kayasthae,
All the Ghoshes, the Basus, and the dlitras should He
called Kwline, hut there ave diffovent orders of the
Kulins., Tho fist three sons of a good Kulin shoull
also be good Kulins ; his fomrth son would {orm an
other class called Madiyansa dvitiyape ; his fifth
son, another called Kanisthya, and his gixth and the
other sons would be called Dunsija.  I{ any of the
sons of a Aulin dic unmarried, the next younger
brather of the deccased would gel hig rank,

I'here is another rale which enforces the first mar-
ringe of tho Adest son of a Kulin with any daughter
of another Kulin of the same rank, or the Kula, i, ¢,
the integiity of the social position, will be destroyed,
Do again the davghter of & AMaulth must bo marrie
to o son [not the cldest, of course,) of & Kulin, for &
marriage belween the son and the davghier of two
Maulifs towers both the [amilies, so much o, that
no other good Keyusthe would ever marry in that

family or cven take their food.

The Kayasthas havo, like the Brahmanas, Gotras
of their own; the Gotras of the Ghloshes, the Basus
and the Metras ave Swvkaline, Goutama end Visva-
Mitra respectively.
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In the disbricts of Bankura, Beerbhoom, Burd-
wan and Midnapore, Kayasthas ave very rave. Therve
the Sadgopus ave ithe chief of all the lower castes.
They mostly depend upon agriculturc. ’

Many castes, besides those before mentioned,
have sprang up in course of time, by their intermix-
ture, such as the Bagdi, the Poda, the Dule, &e.

Another caste, more properly a religious sect,
hés sprung up since the tine of Chaitanya*, the
caste-people being known by the name of the Vaish-
naras. Persons of all castes are permitted to become
Vaishnavas among whom there iz no distinction

of castes,

The Four Principal Castes.

India is s0 vast an Iimpire that it is almost
impossible to enumerate and find out all the different
castes that have sprung out in course of time fi om the
intermixture of the four original castes—the Bral- -
mones, the Kshatriyas, the Varsyas and the Sudras.
Whatever number of mixed castes there may be in
this large country—by whatever different names
may again those castes be called by men living
in different localities, speaking differend dialects
and following and carrying on different professions
and businesses respectively, it is nniversally admitied
thai originally there existed only the four abovemen-
tioned castes. It is evident that the different castes are
the cffects of different qualificaticns, merits, occupa-
tions, acts and casies of the people.concerned, Almost

Ry S

* Theo colobrnted Chattanya was descondcd from Bl adwoya,
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evarything has been classified by the ancients into
four clasyes and named after the [our castos, Thus r—

1, Tappy.—
(a.)—0Of the Ist or Drakimana class 3—

white, wnixed with any other thing,
neither very large nor very small.
This kind of mee is always nsed by
1he Brahmanas while blessing others.

(1.)—Of the 2nd or Ashutiiya class;  rad
and large. (The strong HKshatriyas
being constantly engageed in warfave, it
is supposed that their hodies are always
drenched with blood 3  hence red
coloured,)

(¢.) Of the 3rd or Vaisya class j—ycllow
and gold coloured. This clasy of rice
is most extensively used by the people,
(The Vazsyas deal in gold and they
being tradesmen frequent every place.)

(d.)—Of the 4th or Sudra class ;—hlack
coloured. (The Sudras wae Dblack
gkinned 5 the excossive work to which
hey were subjected under the scorch-
ng heat of the sun mighi have been
the cause of the colour.)

9. Musro.—The ancient authorities on Music
divided 1he seven notes into four classes,

Shama, Madhyame, and LPanchama ave of the 1st
or Brakmana clasg, for they contain four srutss, &e.

Bishabha and Dharwwata are of the 2nd or Ksha-
triya class, having three srulis.

s
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Gandhara and Nishade having only two srutis
are termed Vaisya notes,

Those notes, which, though they have srutes of
" their own, borrow those of others as well as impart
them to others, are considered as fallen ones and
come under the Sudra or 4th class of notes.

8. Jrwrrs.—The ancient Sanskrit authorities
on precious stones divide them sgimilarly into four
classes :—1Ls? class—pure white Jismonds or precivus
stones ; 2nd, those of a red colour ; 8»d, of a yellow
colour ; and 4¢%, of a black colour.

4, Horsps.—White horses are of the 1st or
Bralmana class—red, of the 2nd—yellow, of the
third and black, of the fowrth,

5. Swaxps.—White Golhura (hooded) snakes
being the most poisonous are popularly called Bral-
mana shakes, It is helieved that to kill one of them
and then not to burn it is equivalent to murdering
DBralmana.

It would appear from the above that of every-
thing the prineipal one wag termed by the name of
Bralmana,

According to the opmion of modean historians,
the four castes were formed during the Heroic Age
of the Ilindu Period of Indian.History. The Aryan
gettlers in the Punjab found that the territories
watered by the Ganges with its tributaries were
more fertile than the DPunjab and they began to
conquer those provinees driving the aborigines away
into the hills and forests, Thiz period of Indian
Tlistory is called the IZeroic Age, During the time
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when the Aryans lived in the Punjab ¢ cach house-
father wag a husbandman, warrior and priest.”
In fact hie governed his family as its chief, and hence
that ﬁeriod is called the LPatriarchal Age. Bul now,
having been constantly engaged in warfare, the Liead
of the family could not attend {o hig other duties.
And “hy degrees, certain gilled families who com-
posed the Vedic ITymns or lemrned them off by
heart were alwnya chosen 1o perform the oreat
sacrifices. In this way probably the piicstly caste
sprang up. As the Aiyans conquered more terri-
tory, fortunate soldiers reccived a larger share of the
lands than others, and cultivated it, not with their
own hands, but by means of the vanguished Non-

Arvan tribes.”’

““ Thus very slowly lour castes arose. F4st, the
Brahmanas ; sccond, the Kshatriyas ; third, the
Vaisyas, and fourth, the Sudras. 'The last were 1he
conquered Non-Aryans.” :

“The Brakmanas or priests claimed the highest
rank. Dut they seom to have had a long strugele
with the Kshatriya or warrior casie belore they won
their propd position at the head of the Indian
people,  They afterwards sccured themselves in that
position by teaching {hat it had been given to them
by God. At tho beginning of the world, they said,
the Brahmanae procceded from the mouth of the
Creator, the Kshatriya from his arms, the Vaisya hom
hig thighs or helly, the Sudre from his foet,”
The significance of this allegory has been explained
belore,
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A sinular caste system was prevalent among the
ancient Lgyptians, They were divided into three
classes, wiz, : first, the priestly caste; second, the
warrior caste ; and #hrd, the caste of the agricul-
turist~, the merchants, and the mariners. The order
of thesc three last mentioned ecastes vared at
different timmes. The lowest caste was that of the
shepherds and it was said that every shepherd was

an abomination to the Lgyptian,
g

About the origin of the caste system of the
ancient Lgyptians, Dr, Taylor writes :—* Local cur-
camstances produced marked diflerences in the habity
and manners of the Iigyptian people. In the moun-
tainous districts and in the few of the delta (of the
Nile), agriculture was impossible, consequently the
inhabitants led a pastoral life. Close to the Nile,
and along the coast, were tribes of fishermen and
mariners, In the rich plains of the valley dwelt the
aivilised part of the nation ; thie difference in manner
of life led to the Institution of caste ‘which this
nation had in common with the Hlindus.”

With regard to this similarily in one of the
most important social institutions of the two gieat
nation, he again writes in another place :~% It has
indeed been conjectured that the Egyptians may have
derived their system of civilisation from the Hindus
and there are doubtless many striking analogics
bevween the institution of both nations. There is
certainly evidence of some small colonies having
come from the mouth of the Indus to the shoies of
Afiica and penetrated thence to the Nile, '

- -



Dutiey of the Subjects and the Xing, and the
Ponal Law ag laid down by the Brahmanas.

il

The subjects should regard thelr King as a
cod.  Even if the King be an infant, he 15 cntitled
lo the mghest reveience. A person guilly of con-
tempt of the King should be punished with the
rentence of death and the confiscation ol s propér-
ty by the State. When sitiing upon the throne, a
magnificent umbrella should always be spread over
the King’s head, [le should always be guarded in
such a manner, that his enemies or any other person
would not be able {o approach lim suddenly,  Seven
or cight ministers must be employed in the Court.
They must be of good character and noble birth,
learned and able to discharge their dutics fully and
satisfactorily  Some writers should also be atinched
to the Court  They should be intelligent, eloquent
speakers, versed 1 {he various Sastras, of good
character, sharp memory and calm temper. De-
sicles these, varous othor persons must ficquent
the Court, viz —singars, dancing girls, players on
mugical instruments,  gynnasts,  bufloons, jesters,
flatterers, &c Al persons present in the Court must

be neatly and decently dressed.

The King himself must be of o good character
and a peaceiul disposttion, amable, calm, patient and
of a temper not casily ivritable.  Ile must not use any
thing which intoxientes, must not 1amain always in the
Zenana, mush not sleep in the day, and must not be
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addicted to gaming or disposed always to revelry.
Ile should not himself sing or dance, nor should
he be proud or eruel. Ile should rise early in the
» morning and after taking his bath, perfornung the
necessary religious ceremonies, making obecisances to
the Bralimanas and then taking his breakfast, he
should appear in the Court, wearing the erown and
other kingly diesses and apparels. Then he should
show marks of honor and favor towards the persons
present in the Court according to thewr respective
positions. The business of the Court should then
be proceeded with and due orders should be passed
on matters brought before the King. At noon the
Court should adjourn,

The King should never say that this man is
very able and that one worthless and thus make any
comparigons with regard to the merits of his servants.
ITe should give away sums to the poor, the helpless,
the deformed who arc unable to work, e. ¢., the bliad,
the lame, &c., as well ag to the learned and to the
DBrahmanas, The King must always save him who
hag willingly placed himself under the King’s protec-
tion and should govern his subjects with the affection
of a father. :

The King’s palace must be situated within a
fort, the walls of which must he made of mud and be
very high and broad, so much so that armed soldiers
may easily walk upon them. - The fort must be
surrounded by a ditch communicating with a river
and there must be some such contrivance as may
enable its bemng at any time filled with water at once.
There must always be a large number of soldiers,
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both cavalry and infantry, within the fort,  Var'ous
kinds of weapons should he kept,  Physieians and
Surgcons, dispensarics and  hospitals, playeis of
variolls musical instruments  (cepeciandly the drum,
the shrill.sounding  wind msiruments, and otha
exeiting ones), varions kinds ol amimals, carringes,
provisions, laggols, and other necessary things munst,
all he kept in the fort. There must be a spacions
field within it, as well as ponds, welly, trees, tomples
of the deities, flags, learned Dralmanes, paintef,
blacksmiths, Sudras, shoemakers, &ec. In short, it
must be so furnished that the persons within may
not have any ocersion whatever to come out for a

necessary thing.

The King should send some learned and noble-
en as ambassadors to forcign Courts. Ile must
bravely fight with any other King, be he wenker or
stronger than he is or be he equal to him., Buta
King must a0t at once on the arrival of his cnemy
enter into war. At first he should iry o enter
into a Lreaty of peace. L'or this purpose he should,
it necessary, spend areasonable amount of money,
There may be varions means of eflecting this, #iz, —
biibing tlxe commanders, generals or other influential
men in the onemiey’ serviece, &e,

The King must ol allow unfair fight. Poison-
ed weapons or flic-arms must not be used, The
following persons should never be killed in a .battle,
vz, i—diseased persons, those who have no means of
escape, those who throw themselves under the merey
and protection of the vietor, sleeping or naked per-
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sons, those who are not engaged in the battle but
have come to witness 1t, those whose weapons have
been broken, wounded persons, those who are dread-
- ing the cruelty of the victor and those who ate
taking to their heels.

Spies should always be sent to notice and
describe  before the King the movements of the
enemy, anangements should be made as to the
regular order of his own soldiers, as also superin-
tendents appointed to inspect that every thing goes
on right.

When one King would attack another, the for-
mer must gee that his troops are supplied with arms
and provisions and that they and the ministers and
other officers, cspecially military, are all confident and
hopeful of success and excited at the very thought
of war, If they are dejecled, they musl be warmed
by means of money and eloquent and stirring

addresses.

i
The encmy, when not perfectly prepared or when

disquicted by some civil quarrels, is casily to be
conquered and hence that time is the most opportune
for an attack.

If the nnmber of the enemy’s soldieks be very
large and if they attack desperately, the attacked
King should divide his troopls into two divisions
and attack his enemy on the two sides by each.

Lf the encmics recede back while fighting, the
King should not follow them on the suapposition
that they have been vanguished, but must first con-
sicder whether that is not an ingenious artifice of theirs,
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and whet 12r 1t 18 not the objeet of the enemies to
advance suddenly and [all upon hig soldicrs who are
following in a disorderly manner and thus conguer
them.s

Guards in full armour should always be station-
ed round the royal tent. The different kinds of
byrnhas should be made towards that dwrection from
which the enemies are advancing,  "U'he most common
form of a byuhe is this,—cnvalry on both the sides,
clephants in front. behind them infantry (archefs,
soldiers wilh fAre-arms, axes and swords) and in the
middle other persons who would be constantly en-

gaged in supplying arms and provisions,

The King must be carvelul enough not to let
others know his weakness bul he must employ artful
spics <0 thal the lailings of the other side may be
always reported to him.  1le must not be over-powered
with grief at the loss of lus relatives and friends in a
hattle, Cenvorsation ahont some qerions amd im-
portant matter should be held in a privaie place, e ¢.,
the roof of the house. A place frequented by the
unitating biedy is not it for such consultations to e
hedd in, The King must not entrust any of his
yociels  fp & decreplt old  porson, 1o a woman,
or 10 an atheisl, Some spies should also be kept 10
inform the King whgther any of hig ministers or
other high officinls frequent places of 1ll-fame, use
any thing which infoxicates or indulge in other hke
viceds,  Llus implics that persons who are m the
habit of doing such things must be deemed in-
compatent  to be entrusted with such important
duties.
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A victorious monarch should firgt of all adore
the gods which are worshipped by the people theve,
give away sums to the poor and the helpless, ﬂhonorj
the gentlemen and the learncd Brakmanas according
to their respective positions, show his aflection
for the conguered subjects and then place the "
vanquished Xing or s heir or any descondant -
of his, compctent to govern the subjects, upon the
vacant throne, The country should be divided inta
convenient districts, cach of which should be placed
nnder a governor, A superintendent should be ap-
pointed to look over the works of two such governons
and another officer should watch over those of three
such superintendents. There should be s large num-
bor of judicial officers tc avoid delay in meting out
justice. The work of all these officers should he
strictly superintended and any injustice, mistake or
other disorder should be promptly repoited to iho

King. Officers should be employed for this purpose.

The King should not demand any thing as ie-
venue [rom the subjects within the first four moenths
of the year, but atter that period, 2, e., after the corn
has prown, revenue shounld be collected from then.

The King must nol oppress Ius subju{:ris b;y lay-
ing exhorbitant taxes upon them or by illegal conhsca-
tion. Ifaggols and straw must be bought and sold
beyond the limits of the city and never within them.
The roads must always be kept clean,  Intoxiented
and other vicious persons should be driven out of
the town, Liberal pensions should be allowed to old
Government servants, Such sum as will be vequired
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Hor the proper admnistration of the country and no
move, should the King collect from his subjects
Ias taxes.

If, on account of neghgence on the part of the
State, a thief be not apprebended, the loss of the
person whose property is stolen should be compen
sated from the royal freasury. Lf any person or
company of persons plunder the subjects or other
wise harm them, and if the King aceepts tax or 1
venne from the subjects, without first checking the
miscreants, he is surely to be sent to perdition.

No judge shonld use any abusive language to-
wards any accused person before his crime is proved.
Some Pundits should be appointed in every Court in
order to seftle disputes having reference to the
Sustras. The following persons should not be called
as witnesses, viz.: the fathev of the plaintiff or of
the defendant, minors, females, &e. A capital punish-
ment should never be passed on a Brohmana.

When the plaintiff has filled his petition, the
defendant should be called upon to answer. DBoth
parties should appear in person. They may be re
presenfed by wubthorised agents under these circum-
stances, viz. ¢ ~—If they are laymen and owing to want
of knowledge they cannot argue according to law,
or, if they be engaged in some very important work,
or be ill, ov if they are women or minors, &, DBut
this does not apply to the following criminal cases,
o. 9., murder, dacoity, theft, adultery, taking forbid-
den food, perjury, defamation, rape, abduction, or the
offences against the State, for In these cases the



( 8 )

anent may amount to sentence of death)
the parties, espeeially the accused, must appear
sonally; still if & woman, a Innatic or a minor comry
any of those offences, 1 e or she may be permitted
be represented by pleaders,

The peon of the Court must not scize a person
agamnst whom warrants has been issued, if the por-
son be engaged in marrying, performing a yajna
(sacrifice), in State dutics or in feeding a cow or other
m@ir going to some place with some very impor-
tint mewtge, or extinguishing the fire taken by some
house o1 othor building, or in doing some such other
thing ; 'ut the peon must watch him,gnd wher the

husinesds=~tror he must at once seize the person.

" ."" .
Rules a* g%m‘&{,_dyg aven the minutest

things. wﬂ%@; not dwell upon these at any greater
length, a5%* fﬂfour intention only to give our readers
an idea of Wor yhe Byakmanas did, in the way of
laying dowW! ,u10e for the guidance of the State,
centuries l:ht\or{3 he brth of Chust.
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Ordey of Service

- o poie L e

The Invocation:

[In the name of Tlumanrry, do |
Opening Prayer

[Great power whom we heve ack rowledge, &c ]

The Address,

Brahman the Piiest

Reading :

o3
[1 The Ramayana  Rama’s reply to Jabah s dmﬂ; Muu 8
mettical translationg of Sansglat wilats. Xt uhnm s Qriontal

e Beres Pp 1820]
2  George Bliot O may I joen the Jeoit inzi«ble ™

Prayer for the Festival of all the Dead:
[Supreme power m whom &e . ]
Concluding Prayer :
/

[May tle tl oughts and feelid }i awakcned, &, ]

Ther Megting:

PrrsuNt,—Mmmbers « Messes 1T J. 8 Cotton, and T1 Boveridge
Babus Jogencdha Chandia Gliosh, A Tao Nath Banerp, Kiisson Nath
Mookerp, Tripura Chman DBanerp  Chandi Chaian Chatichyi, Satya
Priya Deb, Dmo Nath Chatiory, Umes Cuandia Chowdhry, Amtao
Lal Clattern, Sham Lal Sen and Sharat Chandic Ray Vistors, Mesars
TV H Barrowand X M Chattern, Babus Uma Kali Mukuyje, Nakuleswar
Bhattachain, Nalmani Cown, Tsan Chandra Banein, Gris Chandia
Dgh, Budhanshu Bhusan Ray, Ak’hay Kuomar Basu, Twapedn Ghosh
and Watis Chandia Ghosh







