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INTRODUCTION

Y old friend Mr, Scott O’Connor has asked me to write a
few words 1n intreduction to the new edition of The
Silken Last, Of the book itself T need say little. It has
been a favourite with the public for a quarter of a century
it has been quoted in guide-books and by writers on Burma @ 1t has
been much thumbed in the libraries: in fact it may be said to have
attamned the position of a standard work., It gives with beautiful
lustrations a pieture of a lovely land and a dehightfnl people.

Few countries are so romantic as Burma or appeal so strongly to the
imagination. Its long sca-board of about a thousand miles, its
archipelago of about a thousand slands at its southern end, its great
rivers, its forest-clad hills, its rich rice-fields laughing and swaying in the
sunlight, its myriad pagodas, are a joy to remember. The first view of
the great golden Shwe-Dagdn Pagoda as one comes up the Rangoon
River, the glotious prospect from the Ridge at Mouimem, the great
sweep of the plains of the Shweli and Irrawaddy valleys as seen {rom
the hills above Bernardmyo, the mighty forest trees, leave an impression
that time cannot efface or weaken. The smiling people tn their deticately
blended silks enjoying life and the sunshine and the rain, the graceful
and daintily clad women, the monks in their yellow robes, have won the
hearts as they have fascinated the eyes of many generations of foreign
people who have seen them,

T'o beat the bounds of Burma one has to touch Siam on the south,
F'rench Indo-China and China on the cast, and in the far north Assam
and Tibet, and from all these distant countries people come to Burma
i small bands, singly or in caravans. Hence the great variety of life
and language in different parts of the province. Chinese and Indian
labour supplement its sparse population ; over three hundred and ffty
thousand [ndian labourers come aver every year to reap the rice crop
and help in the development of the country. For Burma, the largest
province 1n arca of all the provinces of India, had a population of only
thirtcen millions at the last census, of whom a million were Tndians,
British enterprise, largely Scottish, has sunk vast sums in the country
and created employment and prosperity for numbers of men and
women. Fhe timber, the rice, the otl, the silver, tin, lead and spelter of
Burma are known chroughout the markets of the world,  Rubies
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0.8 INTRODU(_:TION

sapphires and other precious stones, amber and Jade, are found within
its barders and many people believe that the resources of Burma are
still to a large extent unesplored. !

The Government is pushing forward communications as fast as fund*;
permit. An active policy of railway extension and road construction is
being pursued. Education is being spread.  The generous public,
including the British firms, have subscribed some fifty lakhs for the
endowment of the new Rangoon University. The great Burma Oil
Cnmpany has given £ 100,000 tfor the construyction of an up-to-date
college of mining and engineering.  Attention is being devoted to
agricultural improvement. All the sources of wealth and prosperity
are being investigated. "The public services have been reorganised and
salaries have been increased, A period of great activity in all depart-
ments has been Inaugurated.

For the ethnologist linguist ‘and naturalist Burma offers a wide
field of enquiry. Quite recently slavery has been abolished, some
eight thousand slaves having been given freedom, and the last traces
of human sacrifice have, 1t 15 belicved, now been removed., Civilisation
is slowly but surely spreading among the wild tribes of the {ronticr and
the process will continue, The motor-car s now rushing along the
roads, bringing mechanisation in its ¢rain, teaching the value and
importance of time. As said the prophet Daniel, many shall run to and
fro and knowledge shall be increased. Conditions are changing, Under
the pressure of economic growth Burma and Burmans will doubtless
change. Something will be gained and something will be lost. Let
us pray that the gain will be much and the loss little.  For myself T
have little doubt. For me, as I said in parting, Burma will always be the
land of the lotus and the rainbow—the land that bids one tinger, the
land that bids one hope.

Those who want knowledge of Burma, one of the most 1nteruatmg
undeveloped and fascinating provinces of the empire, will find it in this
most attractive and informing volume.

B veord T8 A

FJune, 1928,



PREFACK

ANY years have clapsed since I first went to Burma, yet the
memory of that time remains fresh and vivid in my mind
and as I read these pages I forget that [ am in England.
‘The tasselled limes outside my window fade from sight,
the gurgle of wood-pigeons ceases, the Irrawaddy swings below my
keel, [ hear the lascars droning “ Bk bam mila Nabhin 7 ; the unkle of
Pagoda bells ; the rustle of palm leaves in the wind ; the laughter of
people at a Pwe; the murmur of Buddhist litanies. 1 see the anchored
rice-boats turning with the tide in Rangoon river, laungzats flying
before the monsoon wind, and golden spires bright in the Eastern sun ;—
and much more.

IFor those were happy days. Drop a young man of say twenty-three
into a land more extensive than France, double his pay, and give him
license to travel through it from China to Malay ; tell him you trust
him ta play the game; assume that he has some love of beauty and
sufiicient health, and if he is not going to be thoroughly happy he never
will be,

Looking back on Burma I have nothing to reproach mysellf with,
nothing to regret ; and if I could start afresh and were given the same
chance I should take it. Of course I know that Burma is not all beer and
skittles. It has its hardships, and [ encountered some of these during
/my first two years in Rangoon before this glorious Odyssey began.
Perhaps if I had lefe then I might not have thought so much of it. A
Judge who was thirty years in Burma told me he had never been to
Mandalay and did not wish to see it; and the general view in those
days was that if one could choose between Burma and India one should
choose the latter, For those who had an option it was considered rather
a misfortune to make even a short stay in Burma, I gratefully admit
that T was fortunate, and I am glad that I showed my gratitude by
returning there later when I had a better job offered me elsewhere,
Also, T can recall many less fortunate cases; of those who fell by the way-
side, or married wives who hated Burma, or suffered ill-health, or came
&%mther ways to a disgruntled or untimely end. But that is life, If a
béautiful country, a happy and good-tempered people, an admirable
religion, and a climate that seldom goes to extremes, can help to keep
2 man cheerful and contented, then Burma should ensure that,

9




10 PREFACE

When I first saw the Shwe Dagdn, the last Burmese war, which
gave us Burma, had not long been concluded, In fact it had run’to
ground and was still cropping up in the form of “ Dacoity,” a cheerful
variety of insurgence peculiar to Burma ; while upon the frontiers, in
the Chin Hills where Burma and Assam meet, and in the Unadministered
Tracts where slave-owning head-hunting Nagas acknowledged no
dominion ; in Kachin-land about the head waters of the Trrawaddy ;
and in the vast territory known as the Shan Btates, where the rivalries
of France and England and the Celestial Empire came to a focus,
there was even open and constant war ; and each winter saw the advance
of British punitive columns into country that we claimed, was nominally
at least, within our Empire,

These incidents were reflected in the soctety of thar time and they
gave Burma a peculiar flavour of its own. Lord Roberts visited it
on military tours, Sir George White was G.0.C, nearly all
through the pacification; and at the Clubs one used to meet
men swaggering about, gay and light-hearted enough, only to
hear of them perhaps a little later as having been killed at
Myitkyna or Haka or Kyeng Tung or other exotic spot in that vague
half-administered borderland. Others fresh from these adventures
used to come down to Rangoon for what they called ““ Blood-money,”
in other words a wound-gratuity or pension. There were casualties of
another sort due to too much poker, and stories worthy of Bret Harte
were told of polite Ttalian Counts who rode into some lonely outpost {or
a night’s hospitality and left it equipped with everything it had to offer
in the way of portable property ; and of athers who played too high in
the throne-room of Thibaw’s palace, and simply dropped out and
vamshed trom the soctety of that time,

There were other queer fish on the banks of the Trrawaddy in those
lively days, There was one who by his exploits earned the title of The
White Dacoit; others who though useful members of society had
antecedents a little unusual in the sober classifications of the Civil
Service. One of these who proved an invaluable othcer on the fronter,
was said to have begun life as a cook ; a reputation he may have ecarned
from the excellent dinners he gave his friends, Another known
throughout Burma as “The Signor ” possessed books of photographs
with their corresponding negatives which he had taken in the
trenches at Scbastopol, and acquired wealth by the sale of Burmese
antiques to American and other travellers. But he was kind to us who
stayed, *“ From my friends,” he would say, “ T ask but five per cent ;
from the friends of my friends, ten; from Globe-trotters as much ar [
can get.” And as globe-trotters are not popular amongst people who have
to * stick it,”” we were content that it should be so. There was a keen-
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witted Frenchman who lashed our national failings with his satirical
torigue, kept his deceased wife in a glass case, and had come to King
Mindon, 1t was said, direct from the Tuileries.

Apart from these attractive adventurers, the peculiar conditions of
Burmese life developed in members of the Civil Services quali-
ties and characteristics Elizabethan rather than Victorian; so that
men who a few years earlier had been undergraduates or schoolboys,
by their prowess or their virtues came ta be known as “ Tigers,” and
““Great White Chiefs.” One was almost worshipped in his district as
an incarnation of the Buddha so greatly did his magnanimity appeal
to the people. These splendid opportunities compensated many for
the ““ amenities,” the lack of which was considered a drawback to life in
Burma. Inglish women too were still in a minoriey; and the
“ Compantonate marriage ”* of Judge Lindsay, was for good or ill, but
quite in keeping with Burmese scmtiment, almost an  established
institution. It was officially disapproved of, and a good many
admirable injunctions on the subject were issued from Rangoon; but
Quis custodiet 1psos custodes ¢

There were other picturesque people. Flotilla Captains who had been
through the War carrying troops up and down the river, and could spin
a good yarn when their ships came to at anchor each night and the wine
went round. Some bad had narrow escapes when war was declared,
for it came suddenly and they were trapped in the upper reaches,

{Thr::re were Missionaries of several persuasions who had travelled over
“Burma in the King’s days, one of whom had been tutor to King
Thibaw : but one whom I like to remember above all others was
the aged Bishop Bigandet of the French Foreign Mission who
translated the Burmese legend of Buddha into English, and told
me that he had been nearly sixty years iIn Borma with less than one
year in his own country. “ When we were leaving Paris,” he said, *“ we
heard the sound of guns and were told it svas in homour of the
accession of Queen Victoria,” e was the authentic saine and schnlar,

Besides all these of our own people, there were the old Burmese folk’
—simple old Abbots of Buddhist monasteries who knew little of the
world, Ministers of the King, and Princesses and Maids of Honour who
could tell of palace life in the last days of the Alaungpaya Kings., So that
the life of a traveller up and down the great river had much to recom-
mend tt ; and always there was kindness and hospitalicy, from a bed in the
spare room, to the loan of a polo-pony or even a stcam-launch for a
Christmas vacation,

In those relatively early days also there was not much railway com-
munication. There were few roads, One rode on ponies or travelled
by water ; and travelling by water was inexhaustible in its pleasure and
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1ts vaniety. The Trrawaddy was navigable for nine hundred miles by
the splendid craft of the Irrawaddy Floulla ; there were sea-going ships
along the coast to Arakan and Tenasserim ; steamers of the Royal
Indian Marine, and Government launches; rafts and country-boats
wherever a foot or two of water offered passage. Fach one of these
means of locomotion brought its own contentment, but perhaps the
most enticing of all were the country-boats, It was the custom to
travel by night, The boats were long and narrow with a roof at one
end, and under its shelter a bed was laid for the traveller, The steersman
sat behind ; the crew sat for’ard at their oars.  But the great river did
most of the work., As the night grew, the boatmen fell asleep, the
steersman nodded ; the embers 1n the hearth fire faded, the stars or
the moon came out, and the sky was bright and clear overhead. Slowly
the boat drifted, making no sound, finding its own way down the unresist-
g stream ; the mighty Irrawaddy, whose shores were often invisible
beyond the vast expanse of waters. These were incomparable experiences.
But they were not always so easily come by, The river had its scasons
of flood when the dangerous current moved swiftly, and the Tvrawaddy
lashed by a sudden storm, plunged in great waves, tumultuous as
Benacus though an inland water ; and all the efforts of the crew barely
sufficed to keep a small and heavy-laden craft afloat. Upon one such ocea-
sion at the end of an hour’s struggle we found ourselves blown three miles
up-stream from the place whence we had started. In the Great Defiles
journeys by boat in the monsoon were a furious adventure for those
compelled to make them. Yet the mails travelled up them to Myitkvina,
The most placid and interesting of these journeys by boat was
one I made in the low amphibious country between the sea and the
Arakan Hills. "That is a territory designed by Nature for pirates, and
in the days of the Portuguese and doubtless for centuries earlier, their
{avourite harrying ground. One of the most famous of them, Sebastian
Gonsalves Tibag, was a renegade who had turned against both his
King and his religion and set up for himself. In after years I came upon
his tracks at Lasbon, in letters that passed between the King and his
Viceroy at Goa, which offer so delicate an example of State cynicism
that I am tempted to relate it, The King after recapitulating all that
his Viceroy had told him, directed that so infamous a scoundrel should be
hanged the instant possession could be got of his person; but in the
meanwhile, as he was a man of authority and influence in those parts,
he was to be informed that His Majesty had been graciously pleased to
bestow upon him the Third Class of the Order of the Habit of Christ.
It was in these waters that Philip de Brito y Nicote, who married the
Viceroy’s daughter and became King of Pegu, first learnt his trade,
‘This country that is half land and half water follows the coast from
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Chittagong to Sandoway, I navigated it for several days in the course of
a Journey from the Sea of Arakan to the Valley of the Irrawaddy, by a
recognised though little frequented route, After a while I lost my
bearings in that network of creeks and mangrove swamps and islands,
but the boatmen knew their way, and each evening took care to anchor
by the open sea ; for a deadly malaria prevails in all this rract. As we
came in sight of it at sunset they would rise in the boat and in sonorous
voices cry out “ Prnle-Gyi / '—the Burmese Thalassa, Tt was there [
think that I first came to realise the latent energy of the Burmese race.
The Cha-bathas as they sang to their oars could always be inspired to an
enthusiastic cffort,

The road over the mountains was constructed afrer the Second
Burmese War, when our frontier was extended to Prome. It never
fulfilled its promise, It carries a telegraph wire, but few people. From
the water-shed of the Arakan Hills, where oak-trees and violets grow, we
looked out upon one of the great views of Burma. On one side the sea
with its thousand ramifications five thousand feet below, passing in the
gleam of the sunset into the Indian Ocean; the silver ribbon of the

Irrawaddy on the other.,

In these following pages I have made as few changes as possible.
Changes there have been in Burma, but these concern politics with
which T am not concerned, and such things as the oil-wells of Yenan-
Gyaung and the Ruby Mines of Mogdk. The former have brought
untold wealth to many and have become, with the oil-wells of Persia,
an Imperial asset; the latter have disappointed the hopes of their
owners and have fallen back into the failure from which it was hoped
at one time that they could be rescued. For the rest, [ am indebted to
Sir Harcourt Butler,who has generously spared some part of his valuable
time in writing for me an introduction to this volume, telling of the
evolution of the country during his own tenure of office. Others, like
Sir Herbert Thirkell White who filled the same high office, Sir
George Scott (Shway Yoe), the most distinguished of all the Frontier
officers of Burma, Major Enriquéz, and Ficlding Hall, the author of
“The Soul of a People,” have told their tale in volumes of their own, of
much greater importance than anything [ can have towrite about Burma,
The photographs of Max and Bertha Ferrars remain unsurpassed.

Onec word in conclusion, SirWalter Lawrence in his recent bookabout
the India he served, has remarked that *“ there is nothing in the whole
world more admirable than the manners of Indians high or low.” If
that be true, one may claim that it 15 even more so of Burma, where
to the grave courtesy of Eastern muanners there is added an unfailing
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sense ol humour that is peculiarly pleasant to ourselves. For my own part
~—and itwas only a small one  [always felt that it was the good manners
and innate breeding of this youthful people which made life amaongst
them so agreeable for me i additon, thetr absence of reserve, their
generous tolerant and fandly ways, 1t has been with some regret there-
fore, that T have heard from teavellers unconneetedwith the government
of Burma, of a change in sentiment that is making them less kindly and
hospitable to the steanger in their midst, T have said a great deal of the
Shwe Dagdn and of the joy and happiness it gave me to visit ity and i
is disconcerting therefore for me to learn that it is now practically closed
to Furopeans who do not care to walk barefooted up ies stairs,  lew,
quite naturally, are willing 1o comply with this condition, Those
who do—Ilike an American lady of refinement who told me that from her
love of Buddhism and great deswre to see the saered {ane she had given
way——feel that they have been subjected to an unnecessary and insanitary
obligation. Yet the Shwe Dagdn 1s a masterpiece of the world, and
the religion that inspires it is one of the most gentle and beautiful in
its charity and kindness to others, [t should not be impossibie to find a
means of satisfying their desire that reverence should be paid to the
shrine, while making a fair and reasonable concession to the habits of
Western people. No such restrictions are placed upon Pastern people
who desire to enter our places of worship, Vet [ would like to add that
a Military officer, writing to me from Buarma, says, ¢ Though the country
is not quite so happy as of yore; yet the heary of the people 1s frue,
and they are really as delightful and fascinating as ever, | have
travelled throngh maost parts of Burma, and 1 must say T have been
reccived with hospitality everywhere, Fvery lover of the country hopes
that the present unrest is only a passing vipple, and that things will soon
become more scttled,”

The new wine, it may be, has proved toe heady {or the old botile
and the failure of the monastic schools Lo rise to the needs of our modern
secular education has deprived the people of the training they received
in them; for there was no school of manners like that of the old
Pongyi-Kyanng, with its gradations of rank and its measured respect,
from the old and often saintly Abbot at its head, to the small but cager
lad entering it as a little Fnglish boy enters his Preparatory school.
The absence of a Court, too, has helped in the process of social
disintegration, and few have been left to set the example of those
“delightful, and even divine manners ”’ which Sir Walter Lawrvence
attributes to Indian Rajas,



IN1RODUCTTION

Priracy

CONTENTS

[, 151 or ILLUSTRATIONS

CHATTE R

[
[1.

1L,
1V,

VI.
VII.

VITL
[X.

NI,
XL,

XITL

ALV,

XV,
XVI.
XVII.
XV
XIX,
XX.
XXI.
XXIL

X XTI,

XXIV,

»
A"
+ ]

Book [

INTRODUCTORY

Tur Counrry
'nr Prornis

Boox II
THIL CAPITAL
[1s BrLaiNNINGS .
1"'ur MopLey Cry
e Crry ar Nici
[ Puzon-Davune Creek
T'nr Suwr Dachn

Boox III
THY NORTHERN IRRAWADDY

1'a1, Diviras

Buamo : :
"U'nr Roap 1o Cuina .

Boox TV
TITE SOUTHERN IRRAWADDY

T'ur Lowrr CoURses

PrRoME

To T'naviimyo .

A Sinn lssue

T'o Minnvu ,

Tue River v Acrion

Mun Vorcanors

'T'a YiNan~-(GvAauNa

T'ie Roan To Pacan . . :
A I'nmousann Free apove Tue [frawanny
Apove Pagan

In MANDALAY

Boox V
"THE CHINDWIN

Tar CHuinpwin . .
Tur, CuinowiN—{continued)

15

I' AGHE

23
29

51

Hz2
07
69

(o
106
116

123
133
148
150
157
160
162
164,
174
178
180
183

191
204-



»

16

CITATTL &

XXV,
XXVIL

NXVIIL
XXVIILL
XXIX.
XXX,

XXAXL
NXXIIL
XXX
XXITV,
XXXV,
NXXVI,
XXXVIL

XXXVIIL

NXXIX,

XL
XILIL

XLIL,
A LITLL

XTIV,
XLV,
XLV
XLVIL,
XLVIIIL.

b ]
CONTENTS
Boox VI
THE DEITA

AMosouiros
T Pospr or Travrr

Boox VII

THE SOUTHERN COAST

Lravive rar Crry
Tue Prarvine Town
THL ARCHIPLLAGO
MouLsein

Boox VIII
THIE SALWIN

N Vovacr

Pra-an .

Tur Cavig or Pra-cgar
To Sinwvigun

SIHWIGUN

PrimiTive TRAVLL

Tur Liast Sracr

Book IX
THE YUNZALIN

Tne Yukzanin

Boox X

OVLER THE PAUNG-LAUNG HILILS

Ovir 1, Paune-Lavne Hinos

Book XI
THYE, SI'T'TANCG
Stwe-(GGyin
THE SITrANG
Siriana .
'ne Canan 10 Prau .
Boox XI{
RUBIES

"Tnasrir-Kyiy
On 111 Roap
CartLAN
Moadx

I iLNvor

Inpix

k.

I'AGL
220

227

22()
232
242
271

280
282
286
200
201
296

300

307

319

343
345



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

My remecved  adckmoadedgenments  are dwe te Wessns Benny  and
R. Grant Brown, 1O 8., and to Messes, Beats, Kher, Frauwas, dnd
Bowrne and Shepbard  for the nse ef vome of these photographs,

COLOURED PLATES

BY F. RAEBURN MIDDLETOMN

P UAIReAsE oF ik Siwek Dacdy Pacooa . , . Lromtispicee

Fac NG g
A GranL PalNTING uLk Pyrerows . . . .32
CoMING DowN rrROM THI PacoDa AttLr Wonrsiip . . 78
A Lapy or Quarniry , . : , . 130
EveninG o A Pacopa Ifrstivaa . 240
Fvrning Pravir . . . 204
T Brocing Recrus, : . . 348

B §AYA (HONE

In 1110 Pavact Garpins, MANDALAY . . 184
gl
Boox I
INTRODUCTORY

PGl
Moun1 Vichoria . . : . .23
Exrrorer’s Camre, Mount Viciowa . : .2
Movine run Fronn Loss . . . . . .25
Trax Locs reavy 1or 111 "TorRINE .20
Jarvnen Tisiger . . . . . .2y
Ox i Rivir . . . . 28
Asttonr: , . : 2()
Karen Max ano Wie . . . 10
Paraune Woman ar Sawiou Fam .3l
Gires At a4 Kariy Misstoxary Scroor . 12
¥ -
Stnan Grirr, Broamo . . . . 33
DHAN PRINCLS . . .34
Suan or e YUNZALIN . . .38
A Vinnacy Banner v Busnma . . b
Cumns or Mounr Vicrorta . . .37
Stvin Cun . ‘ ‘ ‘ . .18
A Buramist Lapy . . . . .39
Tur Morurr . : C * . .40
Fros 1 YAWDWIN . . , . . 4.1
Cuntsi-Suan Lanies . . . ‘ L 42
Tavncrur WoMrw : * . . .43
“Torn or Laverrek avo Fun ™ : .47
TakinG mus Fast : . . . C 44
Tue Davcir . . , : , : : . A4S
Tur Davonrie : * . . . . 4b
Tur Onp Mawn . . .47
Beorwnine lawe . . : . 48

n X7



8 LIST OF TLLUSTRATIONS

I"AGE

A Burarse Maipen : . : 1 : - - - 49
A1 e Lioou . . . : : : : : : -4
Karus Brausin . . : i . ‘ . , . N (¢

ook 1)
TTHE CAPTTAL
Rancoon Ao GiNLraTiON AcGO : . + + . . 52
Tue LeciNp oF THE SHwE DAGON IN W{mn . . . : 84, 55
- MiLrrary Pornrcr a1 Raxcooxn . . . . i : . 87
Tie Sunt Pacopa . . : : , . , 1 : . &8
Mocur Srrrrr . . . . . . . - . 0o
Cuinise Joss-Houst . . . . - - ~ - . b2
Curnrse GasMprLiNg ar a Famr . . . . . .07
Ture Ristve GrNrration oF CELLSTIALS . o . . . O
Tur Sayean 18 ACTION . . . . : : ~ . {0
Narive Crarr at Pozon-Davsc . . . . . . 08
Cosineg Away . . ‘ 1 . i . . ‘ . Y0
Tue Jewrennen Vaxr . . : . . : : : - 71
Tne Proowsr’s Rest . + . : . : - : 73
Froat rar Wese . , . . . . . : . .7
Cuarrrs v (rrass Mosarc : _ . . . . .77
I'ieunes ar e Foor or A ¥ lf.c“-:m Daing ™ . : : : .79
Trr Nrw ¢ Tazoune” . . . . . . . . . 81
Moxgs avp Mosaics . : . i : ; . . .83
The Bast oF A “Tacon-Dave” . . : . . 8
Now “Tlazounas” | . . . . . . . . . 85
Opren-atn Pray . , . . . L . . . 87
IFraurt or (Gaurasia . + + ‘ : . . , A
Boor 111
THE NORTHERN IRRAWADDY

In Tue Norruery Rraciois . . . . . . : )
Kacuiy Woaeny . . . . . . . . .03
Kaciw . . . . . ~ . . . Y
A Stan Princrss . . . . . . . . . Y
Inv rue Firsy Derree . . . . . + . . Y
T'ne Krernast . . . . . . . : 08
Great CLirr v g Skconn Dipice . . . . . 4TS
Tunmanasvy Pacona, THirn DerFine . . . . . : . 103
ArFLoAT . : . . . . . . . . . 104
Coonit Lans . . . . . . . . . . . 107
Lanpine riun PasseNGonrs . . . . . . * . 108
Buamo ar Hica Warer : , . . : . 109G
Derury Coanssioner’s Houst ar Jiumu:. . + + . . 110
YUNNANESE . , : . . . . ‘ : . . I1I
The Janimor . : : . : . . . \ S | ¢
Unper tre CLIEFs oF Biiano : . : . . . . 113
STRANGE (FODS : . : : . : . . . . 114
A StaN . . . . , . : . . + . 11§

Tne Roap ro Caina . . . . : . . : . L17



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 19

PAGE
Kacuin Poricemey . : . . : . , , . TI19
Kacitin Wonan weavine . : . . . : . . 120
Kacuin Buavine-pracr IN vHE Forest . . . . . . 121

' Book IV
THE SOUTHERN TRRAWADDY
Fout San . . . . . . . + . . 124
Arn Saies Down . . : . . . . . . A 41
Crossing e Crirx . . . + . . . . . 128
Rrarirs ar Donawnyy ‘ t y * , , . 129
Sontn-wHLeLrn CouNTay Carr 1 g Drvra . . . 132
“ Prixcaw 7 satnine Up-stReane . . . : . . N N
Prome . . . . . . . . . ‘ . . 11354
Jacx Frurr . , . . . . . . . . . 130
A Davcurir oF tie Sotn . : . . . . 137
T'ne Boukagse Harp . . . : , . . . 139
Burarcse Pamxrinve . L . . . . . . . 140
Woon-Carving . . . . . ~ . + . IY1
A Prerorr Snow . . . . . . : S N R
P Reasisy or e Bursiose Axese . . . 143
On rue Prarrors or e Sowe Sav Daw Pacony . . . . 145
Froures oF L Bunpua . . . + . . . 146
Maxrteurt Dancrgs . . : . . . . . . VY
T Kaaa ¢ Nars” . . . . . . . . . 149
Sunsir oNx THE Anrakax Hiws . IS0
seeNes oN rie Roan L, * . , . . . 152,153
l.ookine vown oN e Varney or rtue MMawrroon . : . . I54
lLong-noaT ox THe Mauroon Rivie : . . ‘ . . 183
Crouns on tue Mamrroon Rivee . . . + . . . 150
T'ae Tauncn AT Axcior . . . . . 4 . . 158
CrLiers NFAR YLNAN-GyYAUNG . . . . . . . . 108
Yenan-(GyauNc . ; : . . * . ‘ : . 107
Tor Buratesi Svsrive . . : . : i . . 168
Froa rur Criers or Yewan-(rvaune . . . : : . 171
COTTON~RAFT : . , . . . 4 . N X1
Tue Avaxpa Pacopa ar I’nr*m , . . : , . .
A Masrer-suiLper ar PAKOKU SRR ‘ : . . . 181
In 82, Caroepran Srreer . . : . * : : . I8¢
In rie FKastieny Corripor . , : . : . . . 187
A Sravy . : . : : . . . : . . 189
Book V
THE CHINDWIN

Coming on Boarp . : : : : . : : : . 192
Earny T'risuraries : . : : : : . . 193, 108
Mincin : Cien s onv tie Florizon . . . . . . 197
‘Tue Juncrion of tie CHINDWIN AND rHE Myrrrua unner Kavewa . 199
Barustrabe or Monastery a1 Mincin : . + . . 20I
The enrerive Myrerna . . . : . : . , . 203

il






THE SILKEN EAST

Boox 1

[INTRODUCTORY

r

T Counrre—T1e Proenis

CHAPTLER |
THIE COUNTRY

URNMA, the country described in this book, occupies a remote
corner of South-castern Asia.  Hidden away there n the folds
of mountains which reach down like the fingers of a hand from
the heights of Asia to the sca, 1t has had leisure to develop a
character and a personality of its own.  Tts best fiiends in this sense have
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been these mountains, which have protected it on the one hand from the

aggression of Indian invaders, on the other from the enormous absorbing

power af China., Yet placed as it were between these vast millstones, it

would be surprising had it escaped all traces of their contact. From

India it has rececived the religion, which more than any other factor
23
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2 THE SILKEN FAST

has moulded the Burmese people; from Tudin there came to it the
arliest impulse of civilisation, The influence of China is less patent,
On successive occastons Burma has heen called upon to resist it
all its power the military aggression of the Chinese rices; on one
notable ocemsion it received throueh them a blow from which i
civilisation has never recovered 5 and from time to time it has gone some
way towards accepting the suzerainty of Ching, But the influeace of
China has been social rather than political. The instinet of race has
taught the two people their essential hinship, and 0 the Burman is
proud of his quite mythical descent from the princes of [ndia he s
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much more in his datly Tife in sympathy with the Chigaman, in whom he
recognises an ¢ ¢lder brother.™

But the mountuns which have hitherto preserved the navionality
of this people are no longer a protection. "The sea has opened the faad-
gates of invasion, and under the political supremacy of FEngland, the
cconomic competitton of inferior and cheaper races from India whose
standard of com{ort is definitely lower, and of the superior Chinese now
crowding up from the Straits, the Burmese personality runs in some
peril of extinetion.  There 15 no longer a Court to form the heart
of any national fecling; there is no longer, it would seem, any motive
i keeping the vace supreme in its own country 3 and there is lacking in
the people that sternness which might alone, in the absence of such
fostering nfluences, help to maintain their idiosynerasy tntact, Tt will
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be seen then, that T am concerned with an interesting people at a very
interesting period in their history,

Of these mountains which reach down like the fingers of a hand
from the great arm of the Fimalaya to make the country of Burma, the
first are the Arakan Yoma, known to the main stock of the Burmese
race as the Mountains of the West.  On one side of them there lies the
sca (the Bay of Bengal)—on the other the river Trrawaddy. ‘T'he
habitable land along thew sea-swept threshold is known as Arakan-—rthe
home of a great branch of the Burmese race. The mountains themselves

MOVINL THYE PELLED LOGS

arce inhabited by a kindred people known as the Chin; more numerous,
more warlike, more organised 1in the north, where the width of the
mountains is greater, than in the south, Last of them lies the valley of
the Irrawaddy, the true Burma, the spacious cradle of the race. This
valley is shut 1n still further on the east by the Shan highlands, which
spread away in waves to the Salwin river.  "They provide 2 home for the
Shan, a race that long struggled with the Burmese for the possession of
the valley, but has ended by holding the lesser heritage of the Shan
platcau under the suzerainty of Burma. Beyond the Salwin lie Siam
and the Ilar Lastern territories of France.

The valley of the Trrawaddy narrow and confined in the north,

-«



-

26 THE SILKEN EAST

opens out at Mandalay the capital of the race, and widens as it reaches
the sea, Tt culminates in one of the finest of deltas. South of Mandalay
the parallel valley of the Sictang has its being, the outcome of the low
range of Pegu hills which separate it from the lreawaddy, and of the
Shan hills whicl in the south fall away somewhat to the cast,  "The
Salwin, far the greater part of its course a river essentially foreign,
enters the limits of Burma in its last hundred miles, and pours its waters
into the Burmese seas under the golden spires of Moulmem. "tPhe
mountains reach down in a narrowing peninsula to Vietoria Point, the

TLAK LOGH READY T'OR THE TORREN

southernmost fimit of Burma. 'T'his last strip of coast is known as
Tenasserim. It is thinly populated and it has never played any
substantial part in the development of the race. An archipelago of
singular interest and beauty lies off its western face, and a thousand
islands own its supremacy.

One great river, the Chindwin, remains to be mentioned, Coming
down from the mountains thar lie about the upper reaches of the
[rrawaddy 1t flows through the Hukong valley and under the Chin
territories through scenery of great beauty, till it enters the valley of
the Trrawaddy and adds its quota to the volume of thar great river,
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The capitals of this country are Mandalay and Rangoon ; the former
lacated 1n the centre of Burma, whete the widening valley leaves space
for the growth of a nation ; the latter at the mouth of the Irrawaddy,
facing the sea, Mandalay still stands for the old régime as the city of
Shah Jahan in India stands for the glory of the Moguls. Rangoon, like
Calcutta, 1s the outcome of British rule. Al the wealth and the power

are there.

The nature of the country, of 1ts landscape and its climate, may he
cathered from 1ts conformation, [t is a long country reaching from the
tenth to the twenty-sixth degree of north latitude.  In its extreme south

the sensation of cold 15 unknown. Save that there s more rain at one

JTAMMED TTIMBLR

season than at another, there 1s tittle to choose at Mergui between June
and December, In the far north, on the borders of China, the cold is
bitter of winter nights and men go clad in fur-lined satins. In the
middle country a great dryness prevails and the rainfall, excessive at
either end, is reduced there to twelve inches a year,

The great river Irrawaddy marshalled by hills and mountains makes
scencry that is as stately as it 1s beantiful, as passionate as it is serene,
"The mountains visited by tropical rains sustain forests of primeval
growth, in which herds of elephants and rhinoceroses, of wild cattle
and deer, wander in comparative peace ; and at their summits, reaching
in Mount Victoria a height of eight thousand and in Saramati a height of
twelve thousand feet, theve grow the trees and flowers of temperate

-
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climates—the oak, the pine, and the violet. The gleam of snow upon
Saramati and the more distant mountains of the northern hinterland
remind the traveller in Burma that he has put the tropics behind him.
~ In the flat lands of the Delta the largest surplus rice crop of the world
15 produced ; from the Mogdk valley there have come the finest of
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rubies.  And lastly there ts the sea with its infinite variety, All along
the coast 1t runs i a million ramtfications into the land, and the traveller
for whom such travel has any fascination is borne, as in Arakan, for days
through an amphibions world, a bewildering network of creeks, in
which all comprehension of geography is lost. And in the far south
there are those islands of which @ particular account is given in this
book.

CHAPTER 11
THE PEOPLES

ARIED as is this country it is surpassed in variety by the
number of races that occupy 1t. I can only mention the
principal of theny here: viz, the Burmese, the Shan, the
Mun or Talaing, the Karen, the Chin, the Kachin, and
the Salon, |
Of these the Burmese are beyond comparison the most numerous, It
is the Burmese idiosyncrasy that gives to Burma its fascination and its
charm ; that makes of it, with its colour, its luxury, its beauty, and its

<M



30 THE SILKEN EAST

T W
ik .r):i{f.!% j
.':.}':‘1' 41?1*,-'1 )
: J"" :-“

e

.i,t[u',: B e :ﬁ{ﬁ.}?

KARIEN MAN AND Wil L



THE PEOPLES 31

ease, a Stlhen Fast, Of the other races the smallest and most backward
are the Saldén, a fast-dying people of some few hundied souls who
imhabit the wslands of the southein coast  They are probably the
oldest inhabitants of the land. Since then day Buima has been peopled
by thiee gieat waves of immigiation fiom the notth. Of these the
eatliest s 1epresented by the Mun o1 Talaing 3 the second and thiid
by the Buimese (including the Chin) and the Shan. The Karen, who
are of ki, stand in a category somew hat®apart, The Kachin aie of the
same stock as the Burmese, but
thewr descent mto Buima @ of
recent date.

THI NUN

Ahundted and seventy-hve y cars
ago the Mun weie still a people,
and IFnglhishmen and [Menchmen,
nvals heie s thioughout the
wotld, leaned now towards the one
now towaids the other ol these
conflicting 1aces,  But to-day the
Mun aie all but absorbed 1n the
Buimese race and thice hundied
thousand people alone 1epresent
in Burmd a 1ace whose civilisation
once extended fiom the Assam
hills to Annam.  Bioadly speaking
they ate now indisunguishable
evcept as to language from the
Buimese. People who know them
well  can however  distingush
between them ; and on the whole
the NMun is apt to be faher and
stouter than the tine Buiman., Of
kin with the Mun, but separated
from them by a wide space of country, aie the Palaung, of whom
numbers frequent the bazaais of the Ruby Mines. The Palaung run to
sivty thousand souls, The men wear the Shan dress, the women a
picturesque costume of their own, which comprises a hood, coat, and
skirt, with leggings of cloth, Upon the English mind the Palaung does
not leave an altogether favourable impression. He is described as
peaceful and industrious, but at heart a coward and in his money
transactions a Hebrew of pronounced prodivities ; in business ability
and wit superior to his Kachin ncighbour, but in the sterner qualities

PALAUNG WOMAN A1 SHWI WU TAIR
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his inferior. The Palaung in fact are a little and an oppressed people
who must have been swallowed up in the Kachin advance had we not
come to shelter them under the Jdoak ot hnpuri:ll rule.

Tl KARIN

T'he Karen, far more numerous and more powel ful than the Palaung,
are also a people who owe their regencration to British protection,
Boine down by the dominant Burmese, they must have been gradually
annililated, or at best reduced to the least hospitable portions of
the country. 'T'he Pax
Biitannica has  given
them  political  free-
dom, and Christranity,
which they have
adopted en masse, has
given them self-respecet
and an Impetus towands
civiltisation.  In  the
maodern  history  of
Christianity  theie s
o mote  Interesting
cpisode than the
conversion of the
Karen.  Prepared by
ptophecies current
among  them and Dby
curtous traditions of a
blbical flavour, they
embraced " with  fer-
W W .. _ ¢ vour the new creed
R RTINS IRa SY Loy ght ta them Dby

the missionarics, and

thete are to-day
upwards of & hundred thousand Christian Karen in Burma. ‘The
Karen occupy a tong strtp of country on the east of Burma and a con-
siderable portion of the Delta of the Irrawaddy, By temperament
the Karen difier radically from their Burmese ndghbours. They are
singularly devoid of humour, they are stolid and cautions, and they lack
altogether the light gaiety and fascination of the Burmese. Yet it is
not suggested that in some qualities they do not surpass them. Tt
their origin 1s still obscure, 1t 18 at least certain that they are not the
aborigines of the land.  All their traditions point the other way. “In
my carly travels,” wrote Mason, their picturesque apostle,  the
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1

Karen pointed out to me the precise spots where they took reluge in
the day of Alompra, and where they had come down and avenged
themselves on their enemies 3 but when I asked them who built this
ctty, as we stood together on the forest-clad bittlements of a dilapidated
fortification they rvephied @ @ These ciues of our jungles were in 1uins
when we came here, 'This country is not our own, We came fiom the
north, where we were mdependent of the Burmese and the Siamese
and the Talaing who now
rule over us,  Then we
had a city and a country
of our own near Ava,
called TVoungoo. All the
Katen of Siam, Burma,
and Pegu came originally
trom that region,” When
I asked for the ume of
their dispersion they were
silent.  The fact was
clearly before them; but
the retrospect was  too
obscure to determine the
distance,  Yet they saw
far beyond T'oungoo. On
the edge of the misty
horizon was the nver of
running sand which thewr
ancestors had  crossed
before  coming,  That
was  a Jearful  trackless
tegion, where the sands
rolled before the winds
like the waves of the sea.
They were led through it | _
by a chieftain who had SHAN GIRL, BEHAMO

more than human power

to guide them.” The river of running sand was boldly identified by
Mason with the Gobi desert, of which Fa Hian, the Chinese pilgrim,
has left this description : ““ T'here are evil spirits in this river of sand
and such scorching winds that whosoever encountereth them dies, and
nonc escape.  Neither birds are seen in the air, nor quadrupeds on the
ground. On every side as far as the eye can reach, if you seek for the
proper place to cross, there is no other mark to distinguish it than the
skeletons of those who have perished there ; these alone seem to indicate
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the route.” But the iduntit}f of the traditional desert of the kaien
with the desert pf Gobi has yet to be established.

TIil. SHAN

The Karen in Burma has to be Tooked for o the Shan with his wide
trousers and flapping hat, his instinet for trade, his princes and feudatory
states, and his constderable civilisation is @ much more notable person,

The race began to sprcad into Burma from douth-western Ching
about two thousand years ago. s migration was hastened by the
pressure of the Chinese vaces behind, and as this pressure increased it
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spread from the valley of the Shwell viver, {ts first howme in Burma,
southwards to the Stamese seas, castward to Tonghing, and north and
west tll it reached the Brabmaputra and founded the Ahom kingdom
of Assam. The Shan are now found in Burma, m the Shan States and
far down the eastern peninsula 1o Mergui. In the north they spread
over the whole of the upper tetritories of the Frrawaddy from Myithyina
to the Third Defile; and along the Chindwin, where traces of their
tormer supremacy survive in the principalities of Singkaling—[kamti
and Thaungdut. They have ruled at Ava, and have come near to the
mastery of Burma. They owe their failure to their inability 1o combine
on any national scale.  In economic qualitics they surpass the Burmese,
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adding yet another to the list of competing peoples destined, uniess the
latent vigour of the Burman awakes, to divide up his heritage.

CHIN AND KACHIN

The Chin and Kachin have bulked largely in the recent history of
Burma. Long after Thibaw the last of her kings had been carried
away 10 a sordid cxile, and the British peace had been established over
the land, the Chin and the Kachin continued to make war upon the
Empire. The plains of Burma had long been their plundering grounds,
where men and cattle lﬂ}f at the mercy of their raids, They were more

%sfff

SHAN OF TIIE YUNZALIN

habituated to individual war than the more civilised Burmese, and
their protection lay in the rough hills which they inhabic and in the
poverty of thewr country, which is of small attraction to people better
furnished with the good things of this world, The Chin, if anything,
made a more vigorous resistance because they realised that the final
conquest of thewr country was at ssue ; the Kachin had an extensive
hinterland to which they knew that they could retreat. But of the two
the Kachin is the sterner man, with a greater future before him than
the Chin,  And this is illnstrated by the relationship to Burma in which
we found them. The Chin lived in his hills; making raids only at
intervals on the plain country at his feet.  But the Kachin was steadily
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advancing, dominating the peoples before hime and estuablishing his
colonies. [le had already instilled at the Conrt of "Phibaw a substantial
fear.

Of the Chin who lic upon the mountains which separate the troe
Burma from Arakan and Assam there are two great divisions-  the
Nosthern and the Southern,  Of these the Southeen Ching living as they
do upon the narrowest portion of their country, are of the least conse-
quence, L'hey have yielded most to the pressure ol the Burntese races
on cach side of them and they are a sparse and disorganised people,
"Their tribes tap over into the subsudiary vadleys which lie between the
Irrawaddy and the main spine of the Arakan Yoma, "I'he Northern

VVILLAGL DAL CIN BURMA

Chin have a wider territory, known administratively as “"The Chin
Clills,” Tt consists of a much broken and contorted mass of mountaing
intersected by deep valleys and it is utterly devoid of plains and table-
lands. T'he Northern Chin have a strong tribal organisation and time
has developed in each of their tribes a separate idiosyncrasy,  The
Chin s of interest because he reveals the material out of which
Buddhism and civilisation between them have evolved the Burmese
people 5 the Chin in short is the rough wood out of which the Burman
has been carved.

‘THE BURMES]

Of the Burmese as a whole T do not propase to give here any formal
account,
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I seek only to describe the life of the people as I have come upon it
in the course of many years of travel in their country, and for the most
part what [ have to say will be found interspersed in the narrative of
travel. But of the man himself T should like here to say a few words,

Physically the Burman 1s for his size a fine fellow ; short, well made,
broad-chested, stout-limbed, and muscular. A ““ weedy ” Burman
outside the smail percentage of the large towns and the sedentary
occupations is rare. "The boatman, the cartman, the peasant, the artificer,
18 nearly always a strong man, capable when put to it of great effort.
Living as he does in a tropical climate, abjuring meat from religious
scruples, branded as incorrigibly lazy by all his eritics, he is yet as a rule
a man in fine training, full of momentum and vivacity. The criticism
to which he 1s subjected on the score of laziness is overdone. Ifor there
are kinds of laziness, There is the laziness for instance of the man

CITING OF MOUNIT VICTORIA

who shirks work, who slouches about, with thin legs, a stooping back,
and an cffete mind ; to whom strenuous labour is no joy, yet a man
who works on day after day, putting in his tale, driven by the necessity
for a wage by his own prolific pauperism and the low standard of life to
which he has reached ; a man without reserve force, without latent
enthusiasms ; a slave—such a man for instance as the Chittagonian,
one of the economic superiors of the Burman, There is also the laziness
of the man with a fine physique, with a sporting nature that exults in
athletic expression, in racing, swimming, boxing, and rowing; of the
man whose mind s full of lively fancy, of wit, even of creative power ;
of the man who enjoys life and finds in 1t infinite paossibilities of amuse-
ment, of love, of good fellowship ; a man who has fashioned for himself
a goodly standard of life and lives well with little toil ; above all, of a
man whose being is permeated with a philosophic contempt for the
accumulation of material things, with a generous desire to bestow in



38 THE SILKEN EAST

chacity and in good works all that is over and above his own needs,
Much of the laziness of the Burman is of this type. Tt is rellected in
s Iife,

Put him on the river he toves, with a swilt and angry current against
him and he is capable of superb effort. Turn his beautiful eralt,

enviched with exquisite earvings, down stream, with wind and tide in
his favour, and he will Tie all day i the sun
and exult i the Nirvanag of complete wdlencess,
And this is not because he is ““a lazy hound,”
it because there is something i him of the
bhilosopher and the artist ;) because there is a
ue sky above him whicly he can look at,
river before him rippling with colour and
hehe ; because he bives in a beautiful land
because the carning of pence is a small thing
to im in comparison with the joy of life,
and material things themselves but an illuston
of the temporary fesh,

But the world, some will say, 15 not a
world of phtlosophers and  artists but an
cconomic world of manutacturers, of ¢creators
and distributors of wealth ; and since that 1s
the case there is no room in it for people of
this kind unless by extraordinary efliciency in
their own pursuits they are able to compete
with the rest of mankind,  And in any case
the demand for such goods 1s limited,  "Fhe
Burman must go unless he is willing to work
like the aboriginal Cormghi, from carly dawn
to night ; unless he is willing to accept in
the long run a wage like that of the Tndian
proletariat, of whom many millions live all
their lives upon the wverge of starvation;
unless he 1s willing to wear grey cotton
mstead  of  tartaned sitk; o forego  his
hospitalities to his friends, his donations to
his church, his liberality to the stranger within his gates; unless he is
willing to abandon his gaicty, his light-heartedness, his love of sport
and amusements, his leisure and happiness, and turn to the cheap,
~inferlor, squalid life of his poor “untouchable” Indian neighbour.

But are we quite sure that we want all these things to happen cither
to him or to anyone else ? The drift of our time is in the direction of
shorter hours, higher wages, greater scope for the cultivation of life and

SIYIN CHIN
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its possibrhitics Weo are coming to sce that these things aic not mcomnm-
patible with prospeiity  The Buimece came as 4 youthful conquenng
1ace  mto a4 bountiful
land, and they took tull
possession of 1t They
have continved to 1emain
one of the happust ol
the peoples of the carth,
and even the cigion
they adopted from India,
marked as 1t 18 by the
seritiment of sonow and
iluston, has had no powa
to crush then buoyancey
Leismie and ndepon-
dence, equality, a4 nea
apptoach to an  even
disttihution of wealth
a happy temper cheerful
in adveistty ,  which of
us does not destie these
ideals to prevart?  And
many giavely conceined
with  the problems  of
out  ancient  socety,  of
paupersm and congestion
i the slums of grcat
citres , with soctal hatreds
and the deep antagonisms
of class, would gladly
aritve 4t & hittle more of
what this people alicady
possess  "The competition
of life will develop in 11s
own time the toughness
of the race, incicase 1ts
power of 1esistance, and
cnable 1t to maintain its
own ascendancy-—it 15
domg so now-——and |
doubt 1f there are many Englhishmen who do not love the Burman for
his qualities of breeding and courtesy, his adaptability, and geneious
mpulses, The empire of whnch he 1s now a member is nothing if 1t

FROM ITHE YAWDWIN
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is not & great truse i which he has bis vightfal share and pact, Upon
these convictions it rests, and iv s in this spirit that the evolution ot
Burmz is mast lkely to be happily aecomplishedd,

Tet us not then hnd faelt too muchowith the happy Barman’s tove of
life and laugheer.  He will grow up soon enough, dnd if e Tiolds lrmty
to the in‘:‘.tiﬁvtﬁ of ity race will not Gl to add his (Uil 10 the common
stack.

T'a pass him over withowt mentdoning his wife and daughter wouldd be

CHINESE-SHAN LADLES

uncivil, and also in this case dull; for the sex contributes greatly to the
liveliness and charm of the country.  Burma, as in many ocher things, is
in advance of more veputedly civilised countries in che status it accords
to its women. The infant marriages and shutting up in walled houses,
the polygamy, the harems, the social punishment of widows, the denial
of spiritual rights, which prevail in the neighbouaring continent of India,
and whose terrible penalties cannot be denied, are unknown in Burma,
Here women marry when they arve of age and after they have seen
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somewhat of the world 3 they marey, Tor the most part, whomsoever
they will, and from love,  They are nat, save in exceptional cases,
handed over as chartels to g man whom they know not 5 but are courted
and won,  The Married Womans Properey Acty a recent tlower of
our own civilisation and stdl unknown e Preanece, bas tn effect heen
established for centuries i Burma, 1o this country, where the women
earn so much, the woman’s carnings are her own. Divarce is casily
abtained but seldom asked far. The Tightness of the maveiage laws, the
readiness of the Burmese woman to enter into an casy allianee, shock the

TARING HIS BASE

virtue of the strenuous foreigner ; butwithin her ideals she s a perfectly
proper, modest, and well-mannered woman,  She is of the world to her
finger tips, and at theatres and clsewhere her appreciation of the sallies
of the actors is of an Llizabethan frankness ; yet her conduct there is
beyond reproach,  Amorous volgarities in public are unknown in Burma.
When she is young the Burmese woman is, after her own type, fair and
attractive, full of laughter and fun and the enjoyment of life 5 witty and
self-possessed 5 seldom if ever brazen-faced ; frank to a degree, Tt
is one of the wayside amusements of travel in Burma to see her at her
totlette befare the world, to sce her calmly unwind the false tresses
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in her hair (Geself generatly lusurions and ample) 5 1o see her enamel hey
face with ingenuous thanaka, to fotlow her frequent contented glances
at her mirror.  And later in tile she is capable, when circumstances are
in her favour, of great dignity and exquisite manners.  She dresses,
when not reduced to the poverty which some might scem to desire for

THE DANCER

her, in a very charming way; in a delicately coloured silken skirt, a
white muslin jacket, with a silk scarf thrown over her shoulders, and
flowers in her hair. And while she dresses well, she is free of the tyranny
of fashton, the unending longing after something that is new. She has
failings ; who has not? Her practice of chewing betel is inelegant and
destructive to her teeth ; her voice is apt under the pressure of adversity
ta be shrill; her keen business faculties detract a trifle from the romance
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i which, as m a halo, all women should be envelopad , mold age che s
very ugly , and cven inoyouth hoe noscas stampy, b Bips v Teedde thick,
her check-bones hygh md ey -but thae e Caucmm objections
[n the cyes of the young men of the Lanedy the Burmese gulaw o peer]esy
creatate , and o mfluence over then hearts and than passions s
mmmense  What s mote, low men i Bumae evar undortde iy thing
of magnitude without fust scching the ble counwel of tho wives

EITL DAL TE) Y R

I cannot leave even this shght account of the men and women of
Buima without saying a sepuate ward about s old mon and s Little
chuldien  Vam, bumptiows, wrogant s the Burman s ipt to be in
lus youth, old age brings with 1t {fo1r im 2 wondertal change, s
mannets become gentle and vescrved, his face catches a spistual evpres-
sion s costume 15 adapted to his years The fanung titing of his
youth are put aside for silks of a paler hue, the goigeous gaunghaung
s teplaced on hs head by a slendar hllet of winte book-mushn But
the change 15 not mercly supetfical It o the 1eflection of an mner

W T



THE PEOPLES 47

development, of the growth within ham of the spitual desne I,
unlike most of hy countiymen, he has accumulated a store of wealth,
his aim now 15 to distuibute 1t good works  If any woildly desire
survives 1 his heairt 1t 15 to win the title of Phaya-Taga, © Bwlder of a
Pagoda,” o1 kyaung-"Taga, “ Builde: of a Monastay 7, titles bestowed
upon him by s fcdllows as an expiession of then respect and deater to
him, as implying a spiitual attainment, than any magnificence, such as
“Bearer of a Golden Sword,” that the State may bestow upon hum
T'his vanity 15 the last infiimity of tus mund , and to the end of hus days

LICE QD1 MAN

he 15 particulan that his wife shall address him by has full title of © Buildet
of & Monastery ” The good lady 18 moie than willing, for the gloy of
her husband s 1efiected upon herself, and 1t 15 with har willing consent
that the disaibution of his wealth proceeds e also in calling to her
in the presence of stiangers will be particular to addiess her as Kyaung-
Taga-mah, o1 “ 0O Wife of the Builder of a Nonasteiy ”  Religious
duties at this season of his hife greatly occupy his attention, A 10sary
18 constantly 1n lus hand, and upon his hips there move all the day long,
when he 15 alone, the phiases of his faith.  Ile s much at the pagoda,
to which he chmbs in spate of his {fatling powers each day with an offering
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upon the floor and scream out thetr fossons with fusty delight; i the
river, in which they splash and plunge before they canwalh 5 at the
play, where they vraw! about amengst the feet ol the prima donna and
the posing kings 5 and at the pagoda, where they hold fowers before
them with faces sevewed up to gravity, with Lunghitor pent up beband g,
And 1f there be any dispute about the goad Tooks of dheiv elders, theve
can be none as te the prettines of Buroese childven, A Ticde Burniese
girl ov bay & the most doll-like creature 10 the world,  Childeen’s clothes,
as such, are unknown in the simple cconomy of Burma, and every little
eirl s dressed Tike her mother, Trom her sandals to the Howers in her
hair 3 and every litthe boy hike his father, in a tarcan hite ot silk, @ white
mushin jachet, and a flaming gawngbanny on his head —-that is, when he
18 dressed ar atl, In the country, and within the precinets of his own
home, he is apt to go abont with nothing on au all,
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CHAPTIER 111
'S BEGINNINGS

CITY which faces the acean whence world-travellers come,

and is served by a river navigable for nine hundred miles,

the mamnt artery through which the life-blood of a nation

pulses, 15 a city clearly destined to be great, Yet it 1s only
n the last half-century or so of the many during which these conditions
necessary to the birth of a great city have i some measure prevailed,
that Rangoon has responded to them. Why not sconer, it would be
difficult to say. The causes which make great citics and great nations
scem as palpable on the surface as in reality they are mysterious and
obscure.  One may infer that some psychologic moment s necessary,
some sudden and subtle coming together, in order that from causes long
known to exist the new and splendid oftspring should be born.  Yet
there are circumstances which partly explain the long delay before
Rangoon definitely stepped out upon the highway of its present
prosperity.  There was a time when the sea van into the coast of Burma
much farther than it does to-day ; when ships cast anchor at Thatdn,
the carliest capital of the south ; when Pegu, in later days the gorgeous
and magnificent city of Branginoco, was almost itself a seaport. There
was a time also when the ocean brought less to the gates of Burma and
took less away than 1t does in its ron ships to-day ; when the absence of
a strong hand and a settled peace within the country frightened away
‘T'rade, as timid as she is daring ; when war slew a million of men in a
single gencration ; when civilisation in fact had not yet come to
marshal the resources of the nation and to stay.

Moreover, there was already across the water a city which is now
farpotten, whase history is the true history of the beginnings of
Rangoon, It was at Syriam that Rangoon, the city facing the sea and
served by a lordly river, the main artery of a nation, first came into

5l
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being. Tt was the fame of Syviam which brought men traflicking (o
the mouth of the river on which Rungoon s buity, and it s the 1ale ol
Syctan, broken by adversity,
that the newer vily* has taken
up with fresh vicality,

Viewed from this stand-
paing, Rangoan i no longey
the  wonveaw  riche loudly
proclaiming his possessions,
but a ity that has been
growing  or many gencya-
tions, o« city  which  has
hnown the Havoor of great
days in the past,

Syriam, according to the
Burmese  tale,  began its
career as g hing’s city {ive
hundred  and  eighty-seven
years  before the birth of
Christ.  But ciges  which
depend on kings are prone
o lapse o insignificance,
and  there s practically
nathing hnowe of Syriawm
Ll che discoveries of Vasco
da Gama, that great ploneer,
opened the gates of the Fast
to Western adventurers, and
half the galleons of [urope
trintmed  therr sails for the
new Bl Dorado, 'The known
history  of Syriam i the
history ol their cfforts o
capture one of 18 great
prizes ; and it 1§ a strange
circumstance that all, untl
within  the last  century,
should have failed.  But
Burma, in spite of her
charms, 15 apt  from  her
situation to be overlooked
by travellers with the lust of India in their eyes; and to this circums-
stance she probably owed her immunity. Men straining every nerve
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for the conguest of India had httle attention to bestow upon her
smaller and less sumptuons neighbour.

Yet the Portuguese, herowe n all their early enterprises, made a great
bid for sovercignty in Burma ; and it was at Syriam that the drama was
played out. The tale is connected with the career of one Philip de
Brito y Nicote, who began as a cabin boy, grew as a palace menial in
Arakan, rose to be King of Pegy, and ended writhing on a stake in the
sun, wheve he lingered for three days in mortal agony, overlooking the
city which for the space of thirteen years had been the centre of his
power. But the story of De Brito s not for these pages.

The site of Rangoon itself 13 immemonrial, and the chronicles of the
people talk with customary liberality in thousands of years, Five
hundred and eighty-five years before Christ, they say, two pious
merchants who traflicked to Bengal with Peguan rice came at a time of
famine upon the Buddha meditating under the trees of Gaya, Asked
whether they sought the goads of this world or the next, they replied
with becoming piety that they were in search of “ heavenly treasure,”
They then made their obeisances before the Buddha, and received four
hairs of his head and were told ta bury them in the Thein-Got-Tara
Hill, where his three predecessors had left respectively a staff, 2 water-
filter, and a robe. They were to know the locality from a fekoou, a
felled wood-oil tree lying athwart, and touching the ground neither
with its root nor its branches. On their return, after a somewhat
distracting scarch, they found the place indicated, and they buried in
it, in a golden casket, the relics they had brought, Over them was
built the first nucleus of the Shwe Dagdn Pagoda. The town of
Takoon or Dagén grew up around this sacred spot, and from time to
time there is mention in Burmese history of visits to it from kings and
princes, and of the gradual growth of the pagoda. Stone inscriptions in
its coarts date back to the year 1485, and it is well known that Shinsawbu,
Queen of Pegu carly i the sixteenth century, visited the town and
greatly enlarged the pagoda,

The first account of it that we have from any Lluropean observer is
that in 1579 of Gasparo Balbi, jeweller of Venice.  Balbi entered Burma
at Negrais, and having made “ a very commodions and pleasant voyage ”
across the Delta to Pegn, came to Dagdn,

“ After we were landed,” he says, ““ we began to go on the right hand
in a large street about fifty paces broad, in which we saw wooden
houses gilded and adorned with delicate gardens after their custom,
wherein their zalapeins, which are their friers, dwell and look to the
pagod, or varella, of Dagdn, 'The left side is farnished with portals
and shops, and by this street they go to the varella for a good mile
straight forward, either under paint-houses or in the open street, which
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1y free tooswath 1 Uhe tovwn was m fact an appanage ob the Shwe
Dagon Pagoda, and 1t contmued to presave this chanacter with sy ing
fortunes tll the growth wios the water of Sy, thronged wath the
slups ot Furopean adsenturas, brought w polittcal miportance The
final phase wm the stuggle ot the Bumiew and the Mun o "Tadane

laces was now approaching At last oA 1763 Alompia, having
annthalaced Pega, signal

e B COREjLILSY h:,r
tasine the Shwe Dagdn
to o hereht eretter than
thit ol the val Mun
lane at Powu, and

stawed upon the ity at
it toot the name of
Van hoon, the Cuy ol
Victory [t was made
the seat ob a4 viceroy
and constiderable i
passed throneh s gats,
pet it had not acally
made  any  bepmnmg
tow wids creatness, he
accounts ol tavellers
AL L lwnud by con-
cerming 1t dome, hike
Colonel  Symes,  the
Bertnh Ambassador wha
vistted Buoma g hundied
and Lwenty five yeas
aro, give 1t characte
ob miportance 3 others,
hhe  the ofhous whoe
docompanted the British
, Atmy to Burma mo1825,
-;- find little to say o its
avout, In Symes” day
Ly upon the vver shoe
and was 4 mile long and a thid of 4 mile wide, The wmner dtadel was
suttounded by an indiflerent stockade, the stieets were welb paved, but
inferior to those of Pegu.  All the officers of Government, the nost
opulent meichants, and persons of consideration lived within the stock-
ade. It had thaee wharves, and dlose to one ot these there were © two
commodious wooden houses, used by the merchants as an enchange,

LHE LU GLIND O FFEE STIWE DALON [N WX
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whete they usuadly meet in the cool of the mornmg and evening to

1%
convetse and transact busimess

We had been sooaccustomed,” wiote Major bunodgrass some
thuty years later, * to hear Rangoon spoken of as a place of great
trade and commerad impottance, that we could not tal to fed
disappomted at ats mewm and poor appeatance. We had  talked
ufj its Custom  Llouse,
ite dockyards, and 1ts
hatbour, until  out
imagmations  led  us
to antiapate, 1f not
splendour,  at least
some vistble sign of a
flontishing commeicial
city 3 but however
humble our  expecta-
tions might have been,
they must seill have
fallen shoit of the
miserahle and desolate
pictute which the
place piesented when
fitst occupred by the
Buitish  tioops  The
town, 1f a vast assen-
Mage of wooden huts
may be dignified with
that name, 15 sUl-
tounded by a wooden

stockade, [1om styteen
to eighteen feer 1in
height, which eftec-
tually shuts out all
view of the fine tiver
which 1uns past it and
and gives 1t 4 confined
and insalubrious ap-
peatance. T'heie aie a few biick houses, chicefly belonging to Buropeans,
within the stockade, upon which a heavy tavis levied ; and they aic only
permitted to be built by special authonity from the Government, which
is but seldom gianted. The Custom House, the principal building in
the place, scemed fast tottering into ruwins, One solitary hull upon
the stocks marked the dockyard and a few coasting vessels and countiy

THE LIGIND Ol THI SHWIE DAGON IN W OOD
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canoes were the only craft found in ¢ s great commercial mart of India
beyond the Ganges” Thus the indignant soldier. Greatness had
evidently not yet come to Rangoon, From contemporary accounts
of the town some cighty years ago the following particalars are
taken.

The stockade covered an area of seventy-five acres, and lay roughly
between the Sulé Pagoda and the Strand on one side, and Mogul Strect
and Bzekiel Streer on the other. The Custom House lay on the river’s
edge outside the stockade, Within, there were two principal thorough-
fares, one named the Kaladan, slong which Armenians, Moguls, Parsis,
Hindus, Jews, a few Chinamen, and other foreigners lived ; and the
other, the main street of the city, running east and west, past the
“ palace ” of the viceroy, upon the site of which The Rangoon Times is
now published.. The Furopean community consisted of ten persons,
two -of ‘whom, Messrs. Crisp & Trill, had their place of business near
where Balthazar’s Buildings now stand, upon sotae of the most valuable
Iztnd in‘Rangoon. Where 36th and Merchant Streets now meet, stood
the :British Residency, once occupied by Colonel Bulm,.y Outside
the .‘:‘it{}LkddE stood the house of Manook Sarkies, an Armenian resident ;
and ‘in its nughbcmrhmnd opposite the present site of the Tmtw;td{.ly
I'lutﬂh Company’s office, was the yard in which he built a three-hundred-
~ ton h1p The stockade was surrounded by a ditch, and a tidal stream
-~ ran up Latter Street, Shafraz Road remained til much laver a canal,
ﬁ; Buffalms wallnw*ad in . the Il'htlhh{;s beyond Ezekiel Street; gardens
spread east of the Sulé ldgmclz: i l’umn»ﬂnung was asmall; vﬂlﬂgc orf
~ boatmen ; :dnd jdtk and plnf‘dp[‘ilt orcharels like those of Kemending
spmucl whéte How the ];111 the lunatm my*]um :tm:l bl; jr;lms (,nllvgt,
d!sghwrgf, thur 5@1&.1:'11 Eunuucmm ” o | :
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only necessary, it seems, to speak a word into the covetous ear of one
of the town ewuns,

In 1841 the stockade was
removed a mile or more inland
from the river. KEleven years
later it was carried at the point
of the bayonet by the British
troops. 'Traces of its earth-
works may still be seen crossing
the Prome road, where the
Rangoon golfer pursues his
dusty vocation, | Ranguﬁh was
now: incorporated in the
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whose bosom a great life pulses ; it is dominated by an edifice whose
stateliness and beauty are unsurpassed in Burma, one might almost say
in the world ; and in its streets fifty races gather to give it picturesque-

T - THE. SULE i‘*;ti;{;l.‘i_;\ o
-5 Under thigipagoda Alompra 1-,11rii}'¢1 alive a Talding Pringe to keep watell and ward
L 4 [ overhisnewelty of Radgoors o
Jnlike most Bastern cities, it is devoid of mystery, Tts streets

N
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. lie openi toithe eye, its life maves much upon the sarface;
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visitars gre ‘pass it by.asof lictle interest, Vet theveids much in it
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money and the guttural brawlings of that loudest of vulganans, the
Chetti. Over the way, in an adjoining street, the Hindu clangs his bell
and blows his conch before the altars of Shiv, in defiance of his Musulman
neighbour, His Musulman neighbour retorts by sacrificing the sacred
cow and spilling her blood before the very eyes of those who worship
her as a god. Gentle amenities of this kind, fomented by turbulent
Afghans and by Hindu millionaires, whose care it i1s to establish an
alibi by retreating at the crisis to a safe distance of fifteen hundred miles,

are apt m,msmna].ly to end in conflicts of a serious chdracter. In }:893
they ended in a riot which was only quelled after thirty persmns ‘had
been shot down, some two hindred, mostly: mounted policemen, had
-been wounded; and 2 regiment of Enghsh soldiers hiad been’ summoncd
to over-awe the populace. .ftﬂn, as I drive down thw crmwded thmmu gh—
f@f:f’tl‘ﬂ‘ past the archways of the mosque, I am mmmded of the appearance
it presunted on that occasion when its ste;as were ﬁhppery with: the
.;gblc}[}d of mullahs and’mtlezzins: anid clmlns pmurmg ot of mgged wuunds
“made by the sifders of the military pnhce Fam mmmded of the latent
forces of an ancient hate urider the new:; cmsmﬂpnlltan umt:y of ngﬂmn
© TFot Mmgul Street is a lwmg lfut of India." EJ{Lth 25 4 wayfau,r ng
;?jBurm*m occupies it. " Parallel'to it, n the left agone faces the town, are

Lattm Stteat z{nd Tsﬂ{m Mc:uung Khmc btrm w1t:h thau tubut‘*lrms m
' n:
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under the shade of the great tiees, t

plies his chisel, the umbrella-maker ¢

he scuiptor of alabaster Gautamas
isplays the delicate feeling of the

tace for beautiful things in the manufacture of yellow and green

MOGUL STRREE L

transparencies of perfect
design,  the  weaver
weaves tape for binding
palm-leal  manuscripts
mto  texts  fiom  the
sacred  books, the lac-
quer artist paints and
gilds his cabinets  for
the monastery librarices,
T'here in short one who
would see the Burman
at work in his own way,
and upon objects meant
for Buimese use, must
go, There amie silver-
workers  and  wood-
carvers in Godwin Road
and  other  thorough-
fares of the diy, but
they cater almost solely
for Emopean tastes,

In the Surati Baraar
there 18 the  most
“Onental ™ part ol
Rangoon, In its hall-
L passages, 1t avenues
bordered by stalls, in
which the mixed popu-
lace of tiaders transact
their business, there is
somewhat  that  recalls
the flavour of Smyrna
and Stamboul ; but it
is a little flavour only,
a thing in its beginnings,
Here and there a silk-

stall is kept by a daughter of the soil, but the majority of those
who wait for the custom of the visitor are underbred Suratis
with the manneiless manners that come to Orientals under British
rule. The bazaar is owned by a company of Suratis whose enter-
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prisc forestatled that of the City Iathers, "The shates of the Surati
Bazaar Company are unpurchasable, and their dividends reach fabu-
lous dimensions,

It is upon the south of Rangoon that the energy of the Municipality
has long been concentrated,  Ynormous areas of land which wete little
better than buftalo pools halt a century ago, and portions of which
survived in that capacity to within a year or two ago, have been reclaimed
at great expense, to provide for the growth of the city, A resolute
belicf in its future is one of the best characteristics of Rangoon, and its
confidence is likely to be justificd. New blocks are being occupied, new
streets are being made, new centres of life are being opened out—parks
and gardens and offices—at this southern end of Rangoon, between the
Puzun-Daung and the Hlaing. There is a fascination in the evident
process of growth, Ivery year there is somewhat added, and in ten
years there is an absolute transformation. Iivery time that I come back
to Rangoon I walk out to look at the new town, the new houses, the
newly metalled roads, running between the wide unoccupied spaces of
newly reclaimed land, Thinking of Rangoon I feel that the interest of it
lies much moie in the future than in the present or the past. L it were
not already very proud of its achievements it might adopt as its civic
motto the phrase that Cicero applied to youth-—** Nou res sed spes est.”
It has no history to speak of ; no buried past. Here is no  rose-red
city, hatf as old as time 5 but it s {ull of life and colour, a kaleidoscope
of races, with a growing character of its own and the joyous atmosphere
of youth,

East of Rangoon lie the Royal lakes, and Dalhousie Park which owes
its inception to the great Viceroy, There s no city in the Fast with a
finer playground, and in time, when the Victoria lakes which provide
Rangoon with its drinking-water are added to the total of finished beauty,
they will become famous, Some of the tur{ is as fine already as the turf
of an English park, Amongst the trees are many of the sumptuous
kind, which break into onc dazzling mass of bloom, such as the pagoda-
tree, the padouk, the pinma, and the laburnum acacia. These trees are
already a feature of Rangoon, but their wealth is too widely scattered
to make its full impression, [f they were collected as at Honolulu in
long avenues of several miles of each species—the labour of a single
generation-—they would make Rangoon in the spring-time a spectacle
of the most striking beauty, "The roads of the Municipality run into
a hundred and twenty miles, Isometimes picture a hundred and twenty
miles of trees in the most dazzling, riotous, bloom, each marshalled
under its own kind,

The neighbourhood of the lakes is becoming more and mare the
resort of the wealthier classes, Villas, many of them of considerable
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et

beauty, have sprung up of recent years in large numbers 5 oand the

descendants of those merchants who met a century ago on the nain
wharl of Rangeon to converse and trinsact bustiess now pass the cool
of the moraing and evening in their coungry houwses ae Kokine,

',{_ *} N AT
X STUET R B 3—

M L
" - -
LY X0 oRrr -t h

T T 1“”

uluilil izni&'i?
R -ﬁﬂrﬂn-.u;w_ e ﬁ‘%ﬁffﬁ?ﬁ’ff‘f‘* *E’E’W

. .
s

CHINESE jORs HOUSE

Such is Rangoon the prosperous, the rising city, T cateh some of
the flavour of its romance one must leave its villadom and enter its
crowded heart, and preferably ar might, For the night 1s the time 1o

judge of an Fastern city.

CHAPUER ¥
THE, CEPY AL NIGH!

HE sea-breeze blowing up with the tide freshens the night,
and the steeets swarm with a popualace bent on relaxacion,
All men, and most women, come out at this hour, The
pavements are crowded with those who minister to the public
pleasure-~the pincapple man, with his tray of fruit; the Burmese girl,
with her petty stall of cigars; the Hindu geller of betel, with his little
mirror, to tempt the glance of the passing beany ¢ the lemonade man,
with his moving barrow; the seller of fee-creams ; the Chinaman
under his swaying burden of cooked meats and stvange lusuries ; the
vermicelli man;  the Indian confectioner, with his silver-coated
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pyramids of sugar and eream. 1t is ol all crowds one of the most cosmo-
palitan,  Mere the long-coated Persian, with his air of breeding and
dignity, is jostled by the naked Caringhi with rings in his nose; the
casy beauty from Japan dashes by in her rickshaw, drawn by a Chinese
coolie 3 the exclusive Brahmin finds himsel f shoulder to shoulder with a
taughing diughter of the soil who has never heard of caste and wouald
make merry over it if the notion was presented to her mind;  the
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’ CHINESE GAMBLING AT A FPAIR

Chetti rolls his obese person beside the straight-stepping soldier fresh
from Ingland ; the Tealian organ-man collects his coppers with humility,
a white man in decay ; & gentleman going out to dinner drives rapidly
through the crowd, his dress-front Aaghing against the dark.

But the life is not all out of doors, and as the nighe grows it becomes
concentrited within, Here s the new Burmese theatre, which is taking
the place of the open-air entertainments of thirty years ago. A cele-
brated company is performing and the most popular prima-donna in
Burma is on view. The audience is seated on the floor, with the
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exeeption ol cnambe ot sl boy s who o over the toothghts and
criwlon the o Lgret dATHONEE the le Yy of the wtaor Sonorouy de lamation
b the leadme towwe o the ontettinment, vaed by witty sallies
whicho e el enjove Uy tho spectator e 6 some old stony of 4
hing tnd be cowrr, wiach Tos hitde of defimte mtaestm wself, bue the
sententiows wi dom ol the counallorsy the imumense dignity of the king,
the wmosphae o iy aley, e of peat stttaction, ad cvery {lash of
wib b ocaugrhd Wp 1 ofe Db i oy tlpph' ot Lughtar A lllp{{‘
Propor o of 1he mdie Nie 1 1M IL\L‘ up 0l Vot by 01 whmn h;l“i.f{
brought then Dabe Lande gl fa cmate ] at fuse by the spectace,
ronn Ll wleep, id Tumber porectully ulb then pavents are raady o
go home e the moming The aadence, wdee 1) o0 mote nteresung
thin the pliy  The wouren Faabe i the disarectest wy e the doubt tul
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callien of the actors, Then quick parception v only equalled by the
winte modesty of then mannes, and the perfect 1eserve that macks
thar rchiomshep wtle thar men Ndthough they ate peuple of witrm
p stons and much atccnion, they continve o estrict the eshibition of
chese emotions to then own hongs,

'he play move on o the stident vorces of the actors, the vigotous
mustc of the atchotty, and part of the audience s com Lottably asleep,
whan there 1 a sudden movensent e the back seats near the entrance,
ane the whole body of men w the house tush to then feet as a puty of
satlons breaks moat e wicket, A tiee fight, the crashing of chan legs,
the thud of fat , a4 srieam of hard words in two languages, 4 tush for the
doot 1 and the dramauce metlude 1 over,  Bul outside thete aie bioken
heads and Bices streaming wich blood, and matimetrs who wish they had
kept out of 4 hotnets’ nest,  Episodes of tus hind, whether brought
about by an mvasion from without ar 4 quarrel within, are not infie-
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quent at the play m Buima  But they aie episodes with little power
to stay the declamations of 10y4l councillois and the posturmgs of
tireless prima-donna

As the might weats on men move away fiom the play to other haunts
Qutade the httle houses that flank the more secluded strects there sit
the painted demi-monde, the women of half the woild, from Parss to
Japan; and they dnift heie by successive stages of decline, rahing up
heic the very lees of life  "There are other places too, assoctated with
the midmight life of the aty  the haunts of the opium smoker, wheie
men lic as in a shambles, foigetful of time, the inner parlom of the
Ah-Bin club, where 15 heavy gambling, and hitle cards are heaped with
money on the tables  But the hife of a city at night 15 an oft-told
tale, and 1f 1t 15 undoubtedly inteiesting, 1t 15 somewhat unsavoury to
chronicle The 11ver 1s not open to the same objection

FItF RIVIER

On the daik road that winds between the Strand and the river’s edge
all life seems stilled, save that of the overshadowing palms which rustle
m every breeze Behind me lies the city, with 1ts brick avenues, 1ts
multitude of lights, and 1ts swarmung populace A few yards ahead of
the silence 1n which I am engulfed lies the rner Under the latente
shote there gleam the white flanks of a forest of stakes, lein and vague
against the dak  Lashed to them theie ride upon the waters a fleet of
sampans, and as the wave. lap thewr side, the scene, the grouping,
tecall to mind a wind-driven night when high tides are 1n at the Piazerta
of 5t Marc

I sit by the non stanchions of 2 floating jetty and look out across the
datk, while the 1iver slowly reveals its mystery  In its mid stream theie
lies 2 great liner anchored for the mght Her dark bulk surges up out
of the faint level of the water, and the smoke from her funnels floats
back across the clonds I can hear the roar of her steam-cranes and
trace the sweep of their shadowy arms as they work ceaselessly through
the long night, unde1 the concentrated flame of a hundred electric
arcs The light 1s stark and daz/ling when one 15 under 1t, and 1t blinds
the eyes to all the surrounding world , but from these distant stanchions
it 15 a flash only 1n the vastness of the dark. Fant waves stream from 1t
over the river 1n zones of light, and across these, recalling old Viking
similes of Iife, the dark shapes of sampans ghide One can trace for an
mstant the swift curve of the prow, the bent and shadowy form of
the oarsman A famnt huddled figure suggests his fare They pass like
shadows on a screen, simulacra of sentient life , , . One wonders 1dly,

vamnly, who they are

E

o
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A ook clo oo new epects ol the viver undold before my vison.,
The dark T porcave toraally ablee st my nad ighte ot up o the
cachon of hemendme, down away 1o the meeting of the waters by
Puzun Daung, and atlacro < to the murky Dalla shore, the lights twinkle,
apre it host Ouc ol the dr tance came twmn hghts thieading then way
thiough the motnonles aowd, wnd out ot the gloom there grows g
diphie outhineg, and thoe comes a fladh Bike the undagloam ol ¢ shak,
as 1 Lk, wath a quoet pobceman cated witlun her, thiobs past,
Hoe ally, or noarly wlly o poace and silence o bat down sticam the
mght wind beas the burdon o the dock Taboutas’ song, av they wwedt
and Pibowr oo the daswn ander the fare of thie funous Lubigen

FILE  « NN AN N A L0

The great elemental lorce work in dlenee, thar stupendous diama
i oaccomplished almost ingably, B the mute tall o the limer’s
smoke tells of the changing wind, the swing of the anchored ships of
the outgoing tide, and ovorhead the stars as they pass one by one into
dathness speak of vet grcator mysteries,

At the jetty <ty under the chadow of the non biidge, the sampan-
men wait for the chance pascenger. | hail one and pass swiftly into
mid streany, whiere the liner, blazing with hghits from prow to stern,
flings her nibbons of flame actoss the water, Overhead the young
moon now shines, at play with the duting couds, My boatman steers
in her silver track up the tiver, and the acene that lies before me is one
that Venice herself cannot surpass. T'he myriad lights on the water
tival the twinkling Aumament overhead 3 the viver heaves with the

My
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billows of passing ships , great cargo boats spread their black sails against
the sky and bear down upon my frail craft hke raiders of the mght,
laung-zats, long and low mn the water, sweep down with stately sterns
and the measmed fall of oais, the bending forms of the 1oners outlined
agamnst the gloom ; the masts and rigging of saihing-ships trace thar
old-world fretwork agamst the ciescent of the moon, through all my
small bark spceds on her way, gliding now between the prows of her
sister craft, now, with swift daning, circling the sterns and anchor chams
of the 1ron ships, One slip, a second’s hesitation, the snapping of an
oar, would sufhice to throw my boatman and me upon the mercy of the
waters ; and the waters of the Rangoon river know no mercy.

» On the Dalla shore, where the steamers of the Old Flotilla lie in dock,
the pamters and the caulkers are at work, and their fires flame and quiver
on the face of the river And beyond, wheie creeks lead up into the
heart of the Twanté plam, rice-mills gioan and vibrate, and Chinese
iron-smtths mould their red-hot cauldrons  Strange worlds these of
mrdnight hife, mto which for the cuiious theie 1s entry. 1 put my hand
mta the water, and {eel the derelicts of the mulls, the paddy husks
difting m millions out to sea, and they run and circle up my arm, and
I know them though they arec mvisble to my eyes The feel of the
water 18 waim to my fingers , the air ambrosial and laden with the scent
of the sea. Above the haabom lights and the mizzen-lanterns, strung
high against the violent might, is a chaplet of flame, the diadem of the
city, It 13 held aloft by the Shwe Dagbn, invinible 1self i the mght

CHAPTER VI
THL PUZUN-DAUNG CREEK

HE little river of this name, where 1t enters the Hlaing under
the guns of Monkey Point, 15 at the heart of the rice trade of
Rangoon, which runs into several muilion tons a year, lIts
mouth during the rice season 18 ctowded with the carved
boats of the peasantry, freighted with the harvest of three milhon acres ;
and here more energy and wealth are concentrated than in any other
equal arca mn the city. Between January and May this back-water
palpitates with ife ; and day after day and through the night the rice s
husked here m the grant mills which stand upon its banks  Here
launches rush up and down with frantic energy, cargo boats he thick as

v
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liew wpon the s, and sampanoseep wp i an wabioben stream, e
paseing ol the rice seaoon brngs the creeh some mesoare of tepose, and
of sty cvemng at cach gmesat e often rectled 1o e, from ats
chatacter of polation tather thane brome any simthaty me detatd, the
Catle di San Preteo,as one comos upon o feests from the Pubbc Gardens,
o dommated ate tar omd by the suparh branty ot dhe blave Do,
The creek curves round the foor of the Inll on which the golden pagroda
is bhuile, and as one weends it the whole view gradually swings round, [
I A egtosing tusiton bone the pode of action, the wodern pulsing
of lite, the symbobs ot wealth and civileation thar owd the estuary ol
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the strean, to the starh slime of the tde-uncovered banky, the toneliness
and the primitivencess of the upper reachies 3 1t s woswilt passing trom
the twenticth to the fitst centwy, A thatched hamiet litts it roofs
above the plain ; on the edge of the low water ¢ fishernian toils at hig
nets; a canoe with two occupants gaes by 3 a party of naked lads
wallow in the slime of the foreshoie, tking the mud baths to which
the twentieth century is retarming. Such are the symptoms of life
along ity upper courses 3 but loneliness is the character of the Puzun-
Daung above the tertitory ot the mills, and the land, washed and left
soaking by the daily tide, seans scarcely yet to have emerged from itg
subaquenus infancy,
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CHAPTER VII
TIE SIIWE DAGON

“Take vt all ywally 1 as the fabvic i India 0 all that 1 bave wesited most sworth seerng, the
Tup alowe eveepted " —AanQurss or Davntocs

I' the otigin of the Shwe Dagdon I have alicady spoken in
connection with the origin of Rangoon, The life that animates
it to-day is of more interest, and it is tiue that if all else in
Burma were destioyed and only the Shwe Dagdn with its
life weie preserved, theie would 1emain enough to tell the world of all
that is best in the idiosyncrasy of the Buimese 1ace. Theie is no other
centre in Burma that can compaie with it for the display of colour, for
the physical pageant1y and the spiritual expression of Iife, for the grand
movement of many peoples on a stage as splendid as any in the world.

Rising to a height of three hundied and sixty-eight feet, it is loftier
than St. Paul’s, and its size 15 greatly enhanced by the fact that it stands
on an eminence that is itself one hundred and sixty-six feet above the
level of the city. 'This circumstance gives it an air of great dignity and
makes it conspicuous over 4 wide horizon, Its spire of gold, touched by
the flaming sun, 1s the hrst object upon which the eyes of the world-
traveller test as he approaches Rangoon, and it 1s the last of the aty he
looks upon when his steamer 15 bearing him away ; and the memory of
it never fades from the eyes of one who has once looked upon it.

It is covered with pmie gold from base to summit, and once in every
generation this gold is completely renewed by public subscription,  Yet
throughout the interval the process of regilding goes on perpetually.
Pious people who scek in this way to express their veneration and to add
to their store of spiritual meiit, climb up daily with little fluttering
packets of gold leaf, which they fasten on some fraction of its great
surface ; and onc may see them there, these silken worshippers, outlined
high against its gold, in the act of contributing their small quota to its
splendour. Itisinsuch episodes as these that the fundamental democracy
of Fastern life is happily revealed. For the East, and especially this East
about which this book is written, is above all things tolerant. Time
has taught it the faculty of leaving the individual alone. To live and
to let live is its philosophy, and it is the keynote of the life that daily

throngs the platform of the Shwe Dagén,
This platform, with a perimeter of nearly fourteen hundred feet,

is the place of worship. The pagoda itself bas no interior. It is a solid
stupa of brick raised over a relic chamber, A cntting made into its
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centtre has revoded  the
o lact tloe ahie ongmal
prgodc hod cven oty
wWhded 1o a0 botore
tunod at o pre ant pro-
pottions - The hape ol
the pagroda 1 thit ol an
LEHII}.{HLLI Cong, [t 14
divuded by Burmese® con
ventionmto tuelveput, |
fist, the bse surrounded
by v predt numba ol
stivl] P wodas, thon the
thiee  tarraces,  called
Prchisas, novt the Bedl
the  mvated Tk,
o1 bogamgr bowl,  the
Bungyiy, o twisted
tuthan , the hyidin, o
oriamental lotus flower
the Plantain Bud ,  the
brass plae ton the
o umbrella, the Hu,
the  Semn bwin, o ot
fonad Howers, thie Vane,
and  Last ot all,  the
Sembu, o bud ol
1 umonds,

O these the b with
Iy deee sorles {s ol gy
ceptional interest, Tt was
prescnted 1o the pagoda
by Mindon Min, King
ot Burma, and 1ts trans-
tnisston from  Mandalay

COMING A 43 to Rangoon was  tlmost

4 political event  The

placing ot Ats on the chick pagodas ol the country has always been
an expression of sovereignty i Burmy, and few indeed ol a mote stuking
descniption can well be tmggned, "TPhe king stiove haad; therefore, to

L Lo s of these pacticubos 1w febited toov el book one The Pagod ¢ compled Hy
my old chcty the bite Phomu Hesketh Bugs, Comptrolia ab Banng, to whew mepory, wd
tht of Maung FEb Oung of the e savice, wha helped by T poy tho tabute

Yy
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secute the consent of the Buiish Goviunment then established in
Rangoon, to the plaung of his gife by his own representatives upon
the summit of the Shwe Dagén, but, for political 1casons, without
siceess  The goigeous object, valued at £6o,000, was broaght down
by a deputation of the Royal officers as tar as the boider, wheie 1t was
taken over by a Buesh subject The king was thus giatificd 1 s
spititual destie, his political ycarning had to 1temamn unappewsed  The
htr, which to the eye of the spectatin standing at the foot of the pagody,

THE TIWELITD VANL

seets but & very small object, 18 1 1eality a canopy of non and gold
thirteen and a half feet in digmetes, and forty-seven feet 1n height It
13 hung with nealy filteen hundied bells, of which more than a hundred
ate of gold and the 1est of solid alver  Large as many of these bells
are they cannot be seen with the naked cye from the pagoda base, but
thenr music can be heard i the night watches, when the wind blows
amongst thetr silver and golden tongues  "The vane and the semmbu are
practically nvisible, Ceitanly no gleam of their jewels! ever 1caches
the humaneye  Let us recognise the nobility of sentiment that underlies
this matter, In a like spuit one sees placed at the chmbing pinnacles of

1 E;ﬁﬁd- rubi §, 1 LM rilts, el 433 dimonds
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t prey cathedral in Furope the fine work of the avtist Tavished on hidden
pargoyles and saintly figures G out of reach of the thronglng world
belew ¢ and one admires the cestmint, the hamilioy, and the fine
Purpose, Bue 1t is nu]}-* 1} Hlll‘n'l{h so ol ten steeused of ﬁul"rt'I'_ﬁL‘iil“[}', thtt
men put A great ransony i jewels where noeye can testify to their
Hl:ﬂul“ldulli‘.

[he platform upon which the pagoda stands is approached by four
great Hights of stairs at the cardinal points, OF these, the southern
stairs are the most Drequented, Tacing as they do che immemorial road
which leads up from the banks of vhe river, straigght through the heart
of the town 1o the ]“rii}:i‘rdil. The ecastern and the northern stadrs aje
used by the smaller communitics of people wha reside in thew
neighbourhood,  The western stairs have been closed to worshippers
at the pagodasinee the trony ofevenes converted it into a British fortress,
[Lach of these stairs has an individwticy of ies own.

TITE SOWPITERN APPROAC]H

Here the first steps on the roadside are Ranked by a pair of cologgal
'Ll:l'}-'p]mt'lrs, il w.hm;u {Cot lh{:l'u AT SLEITHEe CONLrasts o f l.-.j-pﬂl':'f. i the toils
of death and children unconsciously av play,  Beyond the gryphons
there s a modern avch of masonry, unworthy of ity place in the
forefront of the great Tane.  Heyond ie again there reach away in
deep gloom the first stairs of the covered passage to more open spaces
where the lighe falls in golden bars upon the silk of the ascending and
descending worshippers,  On botlu sides of the passage sit the vendors
of gold leal and waxen tapers {or the pious, and coloured beads and
mirrors for the vain, and books for che learned, and toys and supple-
jacks tor the young, Pretty women dart out from behind the gay stalls
and twang their littde teiangular gongs in the faces of the passers-hy,
and children run ro the stranger with offerings of flowers and requests
for pence, Here in these hall-lit coveidors is gathered o singalar epitome
of life. Women sit nursing their babes, giels throw amaorous glances and
qui(:k waords at the l'.maf.i'lng }*nulh, Nnuns l'.lt;tg et l‘ly' in the apen Hp‘IH:EEﬂ,
and loud-voiced beggars call upon the charity of the world 1 Amado,
Amanngde,  Thanabma sayaba myi kbinbva ; tabva lank thanadaw
moogar-gyaba thinbya ” (** Good Folk--Ladies, gentlemen, by youar pity
alone can | eaty a copper, a copper, T pray you ™).

Ascending still, one comes upon the first moav of the citadel, spanned
by a drawbridge and defended by an iron gate whose chaing and loop-
holes are rusty from want of ase, On the cast the long moat reaches
away to the corner bastions i on the west to the barred door of the
arsenal guard-house,  Here in this gate made for purposes alien to the
Buddhist faith there is a mist of sunlight through which the figures
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of the o condimg crond pus mto the shadow ot the upper aans e

£

LILE RS pnluh ool gy 'ﬂ.tuul H‘I.Ll 11hedlly H"‘dd .I.H'-.l t.LHL it gty hn'.,rmg‘
.llll.,i Ihf: Chianese Tetiors V1by o {hL‘ NINANEY I.}lt, L]HHH[_ ’Hw- Wittt 1l
-muulu:hl SRR L Lt N He te | [hu IR ERT4 FER {lw ll.‘uluu. v (] [lm wlaits,,
Ll here upon twoman® dace, cnnsfugunog i, thee UPOR L s Of
Lambont gold on cwhiee pdlar 3o Hames w the bt o the ambe
hmtl* nhhh bail on cunnaans 1*: TO1R% Iht‘ hhln- ‘\lld Ihlh, tllln'lnng I
g lfn‘ thii . ;Hih IIHI !1'. lflt‘ hIIL‘ foet of lilt‘ \'-thlimu!lg uu[l[uug,
one conte with ol transnon ltpom the gleal coiit ot 1he }ht},{“dd,
ard Ll e o e o how o sonder and splendoar and moving lile,
Theie w o A tac bt the world neore it i LLH;ID the SRR

Thore oo queetas cene at the sonuth east cotner, whore, under the
heltor of provt treeyy nud remote from the workd that thyonges abwout the
mner ables, thore e wonden plattormes butlt ap to the Jevel of the
hagh continme watl Soskdtully w the place Chosen thae one can visit
the pagoda a dozen ties without comitiy uponat, Here pilgrims res
el shicleey trome the noantde heat, wosting place at mghe, and at
A howrs that thero b hiedity bome the biee conung of the tuamng to
the pacing at the vun et bevand the Dalle plats, @ view ot apasang
mterest and beanrs Potied palms tre up here darkoand starely in the
totetiont ¢ the prass covered basttons ol the tort e bolow 1 and
beyond, reactimyr away 1o the honzon, spreads the taie site ob the dty
of Rangoon, The Pega tiver and the Hlaoe meet thoe ander the guns
of Monkoy Pomagnud the foops of the smaller vivear reach away through
the e vt of the Tovel plam to the sty land of the duwn, "The spite of
Syriam pierees the diotmt ks o the dark smoke donds of factories vatl
m the wake of the anvesble winds, Wheie the Puzun Daung creek
epens out bhe an otuasy dnto the side space ol waters, the pent toods
of the amthy and the maet of the cargo boars, duster together, and i
thee sapphive met thore are traced o outhne the bneanments of o e
and populows iy, Much nearer and voder the castern stopes the Royal
Laken Bie Tihe w o homce mivian, and every phisse of the passing day tscaught
upon their surbace

Flete, toae 1o fus nstinet of piety, hiv love of the beawtiful, the
Burman pilgrin who has paid hiv devotions at the grear <hnne reties
lot silent meddation. Maybe it s an old man who <is here alone as the
evening draw, i, his eyes turned 1owards the world ot palme-trees and
distant tivers, of wead oot and the paling hues of the sunser; while
Fosdly moves in s fingers, vesponsive 1o the prayer talling from s
lips, his face vapt fnoan ecstasy af holiness, "Thete {4 some quality in
the Burman which lifis himoup at such times and in sneh places to o
great digoity, T can only suggest i explanation his absolute sincerity,
the transparent humility of hin prety, b unconsciousness ot self and



THE SHWE -DAGON

[ROM IHL W51



76 PHIE SHUKEN EAST

at the weondd toc b cttann toroaco the boarCot the spavtual Bt and his
st mstingt, noser oy ponsonal dctions e Laalt,

A hittle way from s secluded conner of the pagoda, ima provacy sall
e tter, thore he the saaves o oot dead who (el i an csault on the
Jine,

Oun the ewtan face of the pagoda there noamothor flighe ol long
statty that s ofton aowded weth worslappors, but thore ae nostalls heae,
and for great poraons of the day the silente coondors e vord, "hen
o hnes war bong enhanced by the prosence ot aosmgle wnang, an old
lepare nearly blind and o tonble stace of dissolution, He was o
anguln aoitare who novas ashed ane als, O mghts he sae by the
lame of @ smoky Lemp whose wick flichered m cvery passing gust,
b conld nevar Toun b dostory, but he has fong sinee attuned peace,
and no succewor has come to bl s place ot pralong fas aw tal vyl
The sty dead down thioueh vermihon asles to the outer modt and
draw brdge, and beyond tham Iy o paved causeway to Bahan, the village
of e pagoda shives  Hore of an cvanmg the Loant blue smoke hang
e doud above the Tinde Bosae s s sl ol o mf.uning o Least dasvs tli
catsendy e the sunhght v thvonged with sdhen wordnppers on then

way frome the castcrn country side to the gea shinne,

The northan entrance b quiet, yet cven aftar the concentrated
splendour of thewe two otho appivaches; posibly on that awcoune
mahes e owncappeal, Here the golden mass of the pagodi 1 ccenin
unbioken vty tloough an avenue of darh Palmy e palms The steps
that chiah ap to it e celdom tadden Quict s then charmy and on
many a day when the heat is heayvy and Binde able o face the pageantn
of ltfe ~of the life that ever strcams up the pathway liom the wlie
diggrons o the southern tazonnec- people are glad 1o come up this
way and rest in sifence in the comtorung beauty and tatelines ol the
rtedt temple

O the west thete o nothing but @ dead wall, the luuit o aenals

arted Darraehe,

LI ARG O TURT O THE PAGORNA

do not propose hete to give any complete socount ot the achitecture
of the pagoda  Not only s there a wealth of minute detanly the descnip
tion ol which would involve something like a dissertation on Buddhism
and Burmewe mythology, but thete is the bact that the buildings at the
base and om the platform ot the pagoda are tor ever changing, A descrips
tion of the pagoda as it was when this book was written would be incom-
plete to-day.  'This i« due as much to the ephemeral nature of the
wooden Dutldings as to the progressive character of Burmese art, For
Burmese art is essentially alive, 1o full of vitality and is ever reeeptive
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8 THHE STHKEN FART

of tew wded o The spant ol the people is buoyane ud tudl of e, and
the rapidiny witle which new devddapments bogin and advance towaids
fruition ¢ winazmy, Thus of lite years a great advance has been nade
e the art al gles no e and where d decade agea lew pilbos wroughi
mto dmple deqgme done ropre ented i, there are now scotes of elegant
columns wenhed e the most tl.lliﬂ;}; colotts o pPatierns 0 Breat
beawty and moncacy. Undappily the advance is not absay s inthe right
direcoon and much that has been done warks o« falling away, both in
dmplicity and wtaste, T the Burmese mind be, as | believe 1t to be,
thorouehly alive, it 1y wbvo prone o extiavagance and excess, and this
oty s nowhere so muohed as to s Burmiese art "There s o bascina
tion in the terc muluplication o things which it anable to resist, and
objects beautiful m themselves become an occasion of fatigue to the
vy ¢ h} then e sant H‘i‘*L‘lltiHH. One notable u\...nnplp ol this iy
fuenislicd tn the base of the pagoda, hignnadly of a design remarkable
[ des antigque simphiciy and digoity, chas ot late been almost entirely
concedled by the accuniulation of an enortmows iumber of poty shines,
Some of thee ndeed ave wrought with delicacy and kil Yer they
cerve no true purpose of ety cince they are whaolly unnecosay 3 and
they wre worse than unnecessary, sdnce they obscare what was alieady
beautd al and adipted to s purpo o o protests made by lovers of the
great shrine the invanable wvwer o that the new chiapeds will Took very
fine when they are ficheds The trastees to whaose care the building iy
commetted wige oo the other hand, that 1t s oot in accordance with
Buddhur feeling that the nghe of any wan o catn sphritaal ment by
adding sometlnmg o the nauonal pagoda should be denied, and that the
aum now pad for poemission to erect one of these hittle shumes s a
vuable adduion o the rowouarees af the pagoda, Withont even this
hsOfication s the mtroduction ot i and o in place of the wooden

ronts and pinnaddes af the old tazeungs,

\woone watlhs 1ound the face of the edifice ong v aruck by the variety
of strange creatures that orpament i, Heae there are sphinves and
leogrypl, which huh back in theiv ovigin to Nincvel; dragons with
Lirge eychalls and pointed  tonguey and elephants that kneel in
ddotation.  Thore are trees of gold withe crystal brait, begging bowls
ot glass mosaic, stone umbiellas of great antiquity, and altars upon
which the floral ofterings of the pious exhale stiange perfumes into the
atr. Asttonomical lore is manitested i the tatl voemilion posts inseribed
i gold with the names and symbols of the sun, the moon, and the
plancts ; and at intervals there are squate tanhs of masotuy, into which
the drainage of the pagoda charged with galden dust is borne, Hundreds
af pounds’ worth ot gold ate 1ecovered from the residue of mire that
temding in them eacli year when the waters have ran oft,

"
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At cichof the cardinal paints, with then backs to the pagoda and therr
faces set townds the four approaches to the shrine, theie stand, open
1o the visits of the dovout, 2azeungs or chapels, with multiple tapering
1oofs supported on lofty pillars of mosaic ind gold  Within there ase
seated 1mages of the Buddha, some of them so chaiged wath gold that
atl trace of foitures has been obliterated  Withun the gloom of these
chapcls countless tapers flicker, ighting up the marble, the brass, and
the gold of which the
mages are made  Hee
the devotion of the prous
culminates,  Jand  the
voices of the worshippeors INCES
vibtate m loud umson 0 g5
thiongh  the golden
asles  Two  of  these
fazotings a1 the outcome
of reeent zealy and if they
lack the sumple dignity
of the cathier buildings
which  they have  dis-
placed, they  certamly
sutpdss  them e then
lavishusc of gold  Thac
1 gold evarywhae from
the podiment of  the
stately  pdlas 1o the
Lopmost pinnacle of the
ascendingioofs Pachof
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ditwre are recorded In

golden letters upon maible stones which compel the attention of the
visitot  The fancy of hiding his spiritual ight under a bushel 1s unknown
to the Burman Buddhist  'The acquisition of merit—of the ment that
helps souls to rise an the scale of perfection, which eventually floats
the perfect mto the infinite peace of Nirvana——is the laudable ambition
of every eainest man and woman mm Burma., It 1s the action that
counts, and its eflicacy 1 little affected by the manner i which 1t is
petformed, Moicover the Burmese mind 15 too duect and simple
to entertan the idea of ceremonial modesty on the one hand, or of
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hypourisy o the otha, MEmen when they hase praged at the pagoda
and bestowed thea alis stithe wath o doce hore one of the et
tomgzucless bells on the pladonn o towse the attention of the
Recordimg Angel

The ¢ new bnddimg lustiaee at once the ywzonr and the clement of
dedling i Burmese et Botwesn th ;{nlnh*tl lH]LH Cthcre are saorcens of
fine wood casvinge most dehcately and shiltully wrought, "Tho artive
las not followed any moded but hiv own tiney, Hle has had cthe conragee
to brcak away trom the vadiion] boldnes of design and exccanon
which Chaticrere o the nanonal carvine 3 but has cflores, geat in thom
G LY h, faty e [l Tm o "1[} lt of work that s too {;hlit A1 fo e att
cftect, tor which this carsing o pre caomently intended, TE Bortmese
catving proceeds too tar along this line it canconly cnd in estinguishing
1tse H,

"T'he colowring ot these buldings v superh, Outarde they are verndion
and gold within they are green and gold and poaple, They are carved
to theit sumimits and laden with numberlos figutes, cach of which

alive with acuon
Between thuse fasonngs fixed at one end in the mass of the pagodd

itself, and @ vast onter dircle o lesser pagodas and shaines, there 1oan
open space, natowiig unhappily every year, which is lagged with rich
csh-colowred stone Te v upon these stones thar the woslappers
haedl in payang then devotions, OFf the outer group ol bhunddmgs there
are nany of great interast and charm 3 amongst them stand the b ol
i bygone day, and upon the edge ot the plactorne the tagon dangy which
are perhaps the most graceful objecty ever invented by Burmese ant,
"I'here Totty colummns, inlad with vich mosaic, are suppored @ the foot
by striking figures ot nete, and they are suimounted at their sutnmits by
elfigies of the galon bitd and the sacred Hansa of Pogn, Stieamers ol
coloured gauze flutter trom them upheld by the passing winds, They
are the Burmese equvalent of the splendid Qag-stafls that once carried
the banners ot the Republic before the fronn of St Marcs,

Of such is the anchutecture of the pagoda, Great as it is it s sutpdasesd
in interest by the lite that animates i, Yea atter yeat for mote than
ten yeats | who wiite this visited the Shwe Dagdn Pagoda,  Upon
countless oceasions | have climbed up ity dark stans ;[ have walked in
wonder and delight upon its platform 3 T have mingled with s silken
throngs 3 | have seen the men and the women and the little children at
prayer; [have looked upon the great drama of waorship as it has unfolded
itself before my eyes. T have watked there in the fitst freshiness of the
dawn, in the company of its earliest visitors ; [ have spent the noontide
in the shelter of ity great trees 5 [ have followed the glory of the setting
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K2 THE SILKEN EAST

sun, as it has thrown its magic apon all that is splendid in the greatshnine

I have walked alone in the company of the nighe and heawd che muosic of

its clear-voiced bells tinkling fav overheud in the passing breeze 3 and
[ have seen the diwn come upon it again, and moondight and sunlighi
[or one supreme moment compete upon its golden face, [ have gone
to it in all times of joy and sorraw, and in every mood, {or [ ave found
it comfoyung and beantiful, and 1 suppose that T ean cliim to know it
and to love it as well as any one in the world 3 yer, when | come 1o
describe i, its fascination, its beauty, the life thar moves upon it, the
emotion it embodies, | realise that T am undertaking a tusk vhat s
heyond my power of performance.  Many who live within the sweep of
its shadow, but seldom visit 1ty will not understand my estimate of i1 ;
but the Shwe Dagdn remains. This much may at least be said of 11 ;
it s the greatest cathedeal of the Buddhist faich 5 0 can be compared
anly with the great shrines of the carth,  And if in many obvious
respects they surpass ity in one it surpasses them all; for every one of
them, for all its beauty, is covered i some farm with a roof, wheveas
i the Shwe Dagdn there is avehitecture which has learnt how to keep
for its dome the d;i:ﬂiﬁﬁr'i;: firmarneat above it, That is the frreat fact
about this pagoda, which it takes some time to find out, Onee i s
realised the mighty fabric falls into its true perspectve.  feis no longer
the main edifice, a mass of dead brickwork ; but the great shaft of
tenple o which the blue sky #nd the stars by night ave the vaulted rosf,
[et the reader when he goes there remember this and he will find his
detight, bis admivation, his understanding of the great (ane much
cnhanced,

TIE PAGODA ON A FEAST DAY

To the occasional visitor there must always seem a plenitude of
worshippers at the pagoda ;. bur io trath s life ebbs and flows from
day to day and season to season. [t reaches its height at the full moon of
Taboung, when pilgrims deawn from the farchest corners of South-
castern Asia assemble ar it for the great annual festival,  From the
confines of China 3 from the highland principalities of the Shan ; from
the tastnesses of the Karven, though in numbers diminishing cach year
with the spread of Christianity amongst them ; from Bangkok and
Annam y the peaple come to pay their devotions ar the Shwe Dagéin,
But pre-eminently they come from the land itself in which the pagoda
stands, and 1t is a8 a Burmese spectacle that the feast demands the notice
of the world.

Lanterns making a circle of fire against the night ave hung upon its
circumference ¢ hundred feet above the base of the pagoda, A million
waxen tapers flame before the ¢ffigics of the Buddha, and wpon the purple
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8.t THIE STLIKEN  FEAST

and the grold and the mosaic and e carved wood, The clang of bells,
the refrun ol the warshipping populace, the silken tread ol unnumbered
feet upon the polished stones, daze the e widi their multitucdinous
music,  Vast as s the platform of the pagodag there 15 at times scareely

room Lo move upon it for the press of pilgnmes. White muslins and
delicate sitks, aod Haning curbuns, bangles of ced pold, aod pyramids of
diamonds, and fowers placed in the uncovered cotls of the women
manks inswiying yetlow robes, Stansin flapping hats and wide trousers,
Pl taded Chinaemen, and
et clad  in the
rough  homespun of the
jungle,  make  up  the
varled scene,

Hetore  the  dawn,
“When  the  red  star
appears,”” the worshippers
se and  prepare  (heir
offlcrings  of - fratr and
Aowers and  sweetmeats,
and one by one they con-
verge upon the remple,
A few, still eartier in their
devations, climb whily it
s vet cdark, with the aid
of  lanterns, up  the
davk polished staivs, The
| Ml morning  finds a0 great
e ﬁﬁ Rl  conipany assembled. Here

L]y and  there men pray in

TEE 1BASE lfH'.' A CTAGON . DAING Y {,‘{’.Il'ﬂl:h’ll'lif.:ﬁ, Fepraset l'il"l;-;;'
some  religious  associa-

ton 3 parties of villagers  frightened by tales of town  dangers
keep together s but for the most part the worship is individual, "Phe
worshipper kneeling before the pagoda lights the tapers he has brought,
ane holding his oftering of flowers in his joined hands, prays, repeating
in acdoration the cxcellences of the Buddha, Strange prayers, as to a
being who hears and can help, for the things thay are dear to men, go
up from these unbelievers in a personal god. "The man and his wife
kneeling rogether pray that they may see the Buddha Arimaddeya when
he comes again as the saviour of mankind, and that thus they may
avtain werkbau, Uil then they bep that they may live again as husband
and wife, Others solicit with great carnestness at the feet of "Thakia-
muni the favour of becoming at some time a Buddha like himself, and

t
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36 THE SILKEN FAST

wish, like Koy Davkacoa, Ut they nuge he baraan the same country
of the ssuue parents | that they may Pide 1he same Toeses amd be sutended

h:‘,f thee sastic contpatitons s of ald, Tavers come here and pray that
their love may continue, and thae i fate should separate them it may
survive into a luture existence 3 it 1t nuy dast Tor ever 1l nelhban
attined,  Aged men and young women, mothers, and clabdren searce
able to ap, all untre in the oneyreat wiversal prayey o May we attain
by the mern of the three precious tuangs: ~the Buddlia, the Loy, and
the Assembly- o nejkban 7

And this geffban-what s w i Boeroal extoineton or cternal and
conscipus peace 2 he everyday Buddhist i Burma at least s 0 no
doubt upon tie Hlll'ijt.‘t'lj cand for an exalred wdea of Paradise, 18 there
anything more ressiring than this? " Where the believer expeets 1o
find « sure shelter againse all ercors, doubts, and fears 5 and a resting-
place where fis spirit may securely enjay the undisvurbed possession ol
Traeh,”

A vistt to the Shwe Dagdn Pagoda av the tdme of the annaat fease is
the goal af the prous urman’s ambition, The popular refrain ar the
festival sung by all classes and by peaple of all ages, runs thus

Alpogvi-o Kongon, matheba hintn-on
Naung hnitkha tazaung bon pwe kyizo o,

(“ O old man, do not dic yer; live to see nest year’s tazaung bon pwe,™)
And old people full of gratitude av having seen it go 1o and fro in an
eostasy, chanting their * Nune Dimitgs 7y © Lo, iF 1 die now, [ care
not, for [ have lived to look upon the great® Phaya” ™

Yet devout as are the assembled people, profound as i their reverencee
for the shrine, v is nor for purposes af worship alone that they come
together here. T'he Burmese ave a catholic people, with an instinetive
appreciation of the good things of life. They extend their patronage as
Liberally to the white man's shops as they do to their own, and country
visitors by thelr unaffecred admiration and artless mistakes provide much
delight to the town-bred citizen. They stand before the big windows
of the Tnglish drapers and indulge in wonder at the fine things it
contuins,  * Asmatdad, what a paradise ! At che Tralian confectioner’s
-~ e Ko Saw, "This 18 #at atezma, the food of the gods. Nothing
like thus in the jungle,”™  Familiav contretemps oceur, such as an intem-
perate agsault on the mustard-pot; and old ladies who should know
wtter nearly choke themselves by oo rapid a consumption of glace d la
vanille,  And i Rangoon, to the annual pilgeim, bulks in chis way as
kind of material paradise, it is also associated in his mind with dangers
e must guard against 3 such as the trive Shway-lain, che Shan-lain, an
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the Pyanpe, “Fhe Pyanpe involves the temporary abduction of 4
child or ol one of the waggon bullocks, and the payment of a price by
the distracted owner for its recovery,  Young ladies who have come to -
worship at the pagoda remind themselves that Rangonn is a wicked
city, and the knowledge that seme dashing young fellow may carry
them oft i a fast cab adds a thrill of excitement to their simple
pleasures, Fvery smart young fellow who throws an eye at a pretty
sl looms up in her timid imagination as the abductor of tradition.
Yet these are but episodes.  The grear body of the pilgrims moves
through the ceremony of devotion and pleasure with lictle anxicty or
mishap, Perhaps the greatest pleasure of all is found in the plays that

OPFEN-AIR TLAY

ave performed in the thoroughfares of the town and on the outer slopes
of the pagoda, where there is room for a vast encampment. The play,
which is performed in the open, under the starry sky, is nearly always a
tale of kings and queens and princes and princesses, to which the people
listen with an interest as preat and unabated as that of a child listening
for the hundredth time to the same old fairy tale. These royalties
wha move upon the Burmese stage are very real people to the Burmese
imagination, and their lofty ways and sad fortunes wring many a heart,
Yet there is always 4 new element in the play imported by the topical
allusions and jokes, the material for which is collected by the actors by
listening with attention to the eacer populi and noting the misadventures
of the dnyi ]ukus of this kind are received with exuberant delight by
the assembled people. The plays near the pagoda are organised and paid
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for Dy the trustees 3 many of those 1o the town by notabinties of L
getcrous Hhit, "The audienccoombles without watation,

Thus, ate by ape, the Ll.t}ﬁ al the ot o tigal are .Humlp” heud o the
ox wageots Inwhich the nearot mubtiude Ty coe are hane wod agan,
and the clangring hells of the cattley, the moviment of the oveupant
profotg the testioety Lar into the conntty=tde, Staanet and traineo nan
Bear away move divtant dwellors, Voo oven now mang 4 paigreim waihs
& montl’ jowmney 1o his hone,

The tostivad passe o p bt the I tomaios, Bvors day Tas B havinony
of colonr, ity passion of prase aud sorhip, it anendim chiange, Pyerny
dat that one goes to the pagod cie s somctlong new to affer and only
the stranger cones quickls to the cnd ol it migatey,

Thete tssuch medody thore, the muostc o o thowsawd Chimes, and groan
Vaiicry ol 1'1:,'4111}. e the west v ol padms outlined wseainsg the 1od
settiset dsvthert nictnoties of the desect ¢ below, the ity af Rangoor
[ooks Bile a flcet of shitps ar seay s miezen lighte lugh above the dusk
water 3 the gieat ppad with e hiines  the fons aeliglon cainies
with 0« cagrgestion of oldest Tndia,  As thie sun s behind the Dalla
plains the Jong shadow of the pagoda talls with an increasing 1each
upon the woskd) and the gold on s swelling cnrves Sames into srastling
beatity, add cvary mch of gorgeons niogdie has s moment of supremacy,
The tapers on the altars grow i lite as dikness comes, thie stai4
overhead breah out in dazzling galavies against the violer night, and the
voites of the evenitg worshippets peal and vibuate chiough the pitlared
apaces, The white diagons and elephants av the foot ol the pagada
become ol an fnsistent cupernatoral whitencw ; the mystery of niglt
dewends upon all thae moves m Qames upon s surface,  Cressets of
flatae on the backs of the knceling beasts rescue patches from the general
obscatity as they Bash on red and pold deagons on the mbreored interiors
of clapcls, o the new delicate foliage of the cverspreading trees, and
thiow long shadows from the knceling women at prayer. A wimall child
walls abour betore the vows of tapers at the teet of the polshied gloanmng
Buddhas 7w gird practies onow mat of fer Titde secadar goys ;a0 sad
womndn sits done at a late fower ctall s alittle old man hucels i remote
corner ab prayer s d devout sodety o neighbouting teserng chant
theit litanes together 5 men go to and fro with Gowers i thelr clasped
hands, shekorng Detore cach slnine and tepeating theiv praises uf the
Three Precions 'Phings s monks, a long way ofl, murmu theie prayess
in atttudes ofreverent humility,  \ handsome gird, alone at the pagods
at thns late hour, prays with o strange carnestness and sadness for one so
young,  She has come hae o pray for her lather, a tustee of the
paginda, wha s il and fike 1o dic, Many sad people come for solace tn
the great shre,
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Bur even these leave, and the late moan, as she iises aver the feathety
tigsses ol thie tices, thowing her silver over the golden bulk of the
pagoda, finds its courts untenanted, "This is its hour of mystery, the
suprente pertad in the daily Ufe of the great sanctuary, The people have
gone, but their tapers still flicker in lonely 1ecesses where shelter fiom
the winds prolongs thein how 3 flowers exhale their perfume and glint
i the pale moonlight ; hlund-ml hibiscus and otange canna, pink and
white rases, yellow-hearted tayouksaga i the 1dle wind as she passes
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rustles the broad leaves of the palms and makes a shimmer on the white
gold-cdged umbsellas,  Tagondarug banners floar with listless grace,
and the tremulous pipu/ throws her young leaves like a shower of fire-flies
against the sky, The palms are cut in silver. Overhead stray wisps of
cloud hide for a passing moment the glory of Orion. The melody of
bells peals out from far and near as the wind freshens, and naderlying
their tinkling music there comes to the ear of the careful listener the
decp vibration of the whole mass of the building like the refrain of some
distant clemental organ. Is there any cathedral in the world like this, so
happy in its site, so splendid with its gold, so open to the universal hife ?
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FEE Treawaddy s of all the great vivers of Indo-China the

greatest, Through Burma it Nows Tor g thousend miles, g

hroad navigable stveam, from the * confluence ™ in the far

north, where, emerging Trom s myatertious birthplace, 1t
ubites witlits fivst grear teibutary, to the sea into whicel iv pours through
a4 hundred mouths, The mountains i which 1 s born, an offshoot ot
the Himalaya, follow its desting seaward, and when they sweep down to
its water's edge, 0 tower mistily on its wide horizon, lend it an incom-
municable charm and beauty,  Lessening gradaally from alticudes of
eternal snow, they sink with the ever into the ocean, their Tast bluff
crowned by the golden pagoda of Moodain, * Cleaming far 1o seaward,
a Burmese Sunium,”

It is no tight undertaking to deseribe this majestic creature, s
lerigeth aned volurmie, its tmportance as an arteey of the worldd, it vise and
fall-~these are casily vecorded facts.  The beaaty of i waters tha
miveor a sky of varied loveliness, of its hills and fareses and precipltos
heights, of its vast spaces that bring a calm to the most frettul spirit, of
the sunsers that wrap it in mysteries of colone—these arve things for which
words are greatly inadequate, A great painter mighe attempr the picrure,
but he would do so with the knowledge shat he must leave it incomplers,
for he could paint only a phase of that which s infinite in 108 variety, He
could tell but letle of the human interest with which it is frauglc
of the long historic procession that ills the mind’s eye, the migration of
prehistoric races, the movement of peoples under the impulse of
immutable laws, the advance of invading armies, the fight and agony
of the vanquished, the triumph of exoltane victors 5 of kings and nebles
and warriors ;. of saints and ascetics ; of the life of the common people,

with its passing joys and sorrows, in all of which the silent imimoreal
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river has played its continwous part, One cannot entvap the glovy of
that which lives and moves, and voyer s eouty and sagpestiveness
cternal,

I'he peoples of Burma came (vom the Highlawds to the norde ot their
present home many centuries ago, at a time of which no memeory i
presecved in local legend or tradition 3 though nature, less Torget tul, has
written upon each nan's {ace the evidence of his orgin, - Following the
streams which rise in that elevated country, they gradually spread south-
ward, reaching in the fulness of tme the se [ primitive ages, when
the clan or tribe was the only pobitical wnie and tliere was no ore
obvious line ol separation than the witershed between the streams that
they encountered in their southern migration, iv was natuwral thar each
tiibe shiould separate tselt from the vest. Twas a0 separation however,
which while it secured to each tribe its immediate liberty, carried in it
the germ of ultimate reunion ;. and read in the tight of this physical
[act the ricial history of Burma becomes elear in it wide outline,  "he
dominant  Burmese represent the tribes that wandered down the
tributary sources of the Upper lerwaddy Gnally w coalesee in the vatley
ol the great viver. "Their kindred witle a lesser hieritage ave found in the
many trihes on their borders. "I'he Muan or Talaing, the people of the
soutly, were amongst the first of those who came, "T'he Burmese drove
them hefore them, as they would probably have been driven themselves
i thme by the newer Kaching But the Kachin has recoiled belore
the might of Fngland, and the tide is now setting back 1o the tirst home
of all these peoples,

The Treawaddy, theny as it flows oceanward, ever accompanied by s
hills, ts symbolic ina profound sense of the history of the Lued,  Onits
banks these rude Mongol wanderers grew up to dvilisation under the
influence of Tindu exiles Trom Tadia g o divilisation to which the rains
of ancient cities bear testimony to this day. Aboat its northern reaches
theee was Tought out the long batile of Burmese supremacy over the
rival Shan race ;a4 struggle of many centuries and varying fortunes in
whicli the prize was the great viver itself,  Shan kingdoms onee powerful
i the northy and as early as the first century of the Chiristian cra in
political relation with China, fell in the struggle, and save in tattered
chronicles ot small value, their memory has gone oue from among cheir
people, Down the valley of the [rrawaddy, too, there swept the all-but
engulling tide of the Chinese invasinns, in one of the earliest of which
there perished Pacan, the greatest of all Burmese capitals,  And it has
been up the Drrawaddy from che sea, reversing as in India the
immemorial tradition of conguest, that the British power has advanced,
‘T'he great conflict between Last and West, more universal now than at
any previous period in the history of the world, has once more heen
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atght out along ity banks, "Fhe people of Burma have become a subject

people ;s bings Tave passed for ever ot of the category of sovercign

rinces, Oner more the West has trivmphed to the satislaction of

Cothe West, and if there be fa far-off divine event ! to the ultimate
benedit of the Bast, Yer no sadisfaction can divest such changes
of their tragic duavacter, The most callous cannot regard  the
LIl ol a4 nation without  some
sorrow,  or the fnal  extinction
ol o picturesque Court and  of
ancient institutions without regret,
“ Burma,” in the words of the royal
chromicler of Ching, © Burma, {rom
the Han dynasty until our day, has
cxistecd for aver seventeen hundred
years, and now alas! by reason of
a few years of tyranny and indis-
cretion on the part of its monarch,
the country has been obliterated in
the twinkling of an eye.”

Not the least of its many fascing-
nons 1s the mystery which  has
shrouded the river'sbirthplace, Soon
alter entering Burma it presents the
appearance of a pellucid stream cight
hundred yards in width, “Uhat 19 the
farchest knowledge of it possessed
by the ordinary traveller, “['he men
who live up there, the Englishmen EACTIIN WOMEN
who rule and fight in the wild
horder country, know it a little farcher, as far up as and beyond the
confludnce where the N'Maikha and N?Mickha, its two main sources,
unite, Beyond this point the Drvawaddy is unsavigable, and it has not
yot been given to any mdn to say from the sight of his own eyes whence
it camics, "Ihe seoret of its bivth is still in the wilderness of mountains
which spreads away beyand the confluenice to north and west, Vet it i3
being slowly wrested from. its keepers, Onie by one the conjectures
hazarded by investigators since the dawn of the nineteenth century have
begn disposed of ; one by one the wild frontier tribes are being reduced
to gubjection, as the growing peace of Burma frees the Government for
exploration and extension towards the noreh, Tts mystery is scarcely

any nore amystery.
I'hirty miles below the confluence the new settlement of Myitkyina

is laid out on the high right bank of the river, No change can be mare

s
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sipiilicant than the change which the lact Tew

years Inave wiought i the cacter of Ny ks i,
Tt was otice wpon & taue the wloma thile ol
Burma, & militiny outpost e the e of the
enemy s cauntyy, For axmonths cachoyen nwan
cut oft trom neady allb communicanion, Uhe onldy
approach to it Tay by the viver, and the tiver s
no fughway at that weasons The autport of
M}i[fm}m.l had o looh out ot l{hLH, foc IEH”,
atd tight upon accastare tar ats lite, One winta
s attached and burnt down by the caternsn
o the lly over the hoads o s ganibon ol
b thovsand meny Mytkyima i «nl) the frontu
tonvss, it s stl) Table to have to fght tor s Lide
but (L i o longet cut oft from succout, s
castly reachad by nailway at all scasons o the year,
ad it o becoming a0 popular stopping place
lor the towst huoymg tound the globe, Ty
has all the broshoess and Jduam ol & new  ctle-
ment, 4nd though on the bordors ol savagory,
it s foll of lite and action and hope,

From My ithyina to near its
juiie tion withe the VMogaung, the viver flows
hroad clear streant over o pebbled bed, Sreaming
denver steeamn o the Lot daga ab Decerabior o
catt see e cone sand ciwrned ap b aeoid
the pebbles by the oddy ing carrent awd plistening
Ihe gold in the canlit warers, "Ihe somle 16 puot
Altogether  Lancidul, tor the gold washers are at
work oo thie viver slopes below My ithying, Neares
the shallows which the steamers shist i then
course distinet glimpses can be had into the life
ob the siver, and great fish may be scen scuttling
Ay agitation,  The tivery though broad and
majestie to the eye, is compaatively dallow in
ity northern reaches, and the navigable Channel
mnarrew,  Chis s made obvious when a baulk o
yellow pebhles tilts it bach Tialf way across the
stredti, ot @ reel of grey rocks stretches in sawlike
authiie aoross the ship’s course, narowing  the
channel to ¢ stream of deep water under the
shelter of the opposite bank,  Behind Myitkyina,
now fading into the blue distance, there tower oiun PRINGESS
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up the M Broasts of Sheba ™ e owin pesks of Tol Tem and (od
beaw o and bebmd these again there fade away into the cnpyrednt
the wnexplored mountainy of the noeth, wpon which thee is a
leatn of stiow, 1t is one of the most beautiful and most satisfying
voyages i the world, this swilt descent down the wpper waters
of the Toawaddy, 'The keen ozone of a parfect air, the broad winter
unlight flooding a landscape of romantic beauty, the setse ot
cncompassing infinity, il the blood with a supreme vitality, and lift
thee sostd fito tegians of esquisite pedce. The great diver, {ree for the
present o gro where 31 lists, fows on o serone untsoubled beauty,
the central chnd m a grand hamony of natwe, Overhead these i g
Rawless sy, and an cvery hand the mountains stretch away ta the utter-
mast hotizon in shades of colowr 3 from tine so faint that they are
seatcely to be known from the ether beyond, to che vich purples of near
peahs and the deep blue-greens of heavily wooded spurs which 1each
down to the water’s edge, laving their uncovered foundations in the
stream. At poitits lhe these inits cottse, where the dense shadons fall
on the scemingly motionless waters, the viver presents it most characier-
istic and beautiful aspects, resembling some still mountain lake.
siaty-five males below Mytthyina, the Mogaung, emerging frombetween
low flat banks, clothed in giant grass, pours its tiibutary waters into the
[erawaddy, Tt flows theaugl a district fraielal in serpentine and amber
and indiatubber, inhabited by a medley of hill tibes of kindred origin,
whose trucutence and savagety long prevented its being opened up. "'he
town of Mogauny has carned an unenviable notoriety as a penal sertle-
ment,  Banishment o Mogaung was almost the greatest misfortune that
could ovettake g Burman afficial in disgeace under the old regime. Near
it i the Indawgyl Lake, from which the Mogaung derives 3 portion of
its waters, and a fegend of the country tells the old tale of an ancient
cty at Its bottom, suddenly engulfed,  Soon alter the union of the
Mogaung and the Trrawaddy a new range comes praminently into view,
broadening out {nto a beautifol amphitheatre of blue hills, at the foat
of which the united streant muost seemingly come o eternal panse,  But
the river makes a grand south-westerly sweep, and there presently
becames visible in the vicinity of the Shan-lalok village of Senbo, the
geeat gorge through which it must pass, known in the nomenclature of

the river ds

T{IE FIRSY DEPILE
Here in the shadow of the hills spreads a vast receiving-basin in which,

its waters must perforce stay theit course, since the narrow and circuitous

defile is all too small for the broad stream demanding imperious admis-
oion. At this, the winter season, the river threads its way far down amid
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the sands which i flood-vime form the bottor of an e Lie,
Theve can, indewd, he fow more magaifivent epsodes i the Hie oba cver
chan this, Forwhen, swollep with meeling snow and heavy rain, 11 roshes
turhulently seaward in obedivnve v the fivsy bawi o 105 Doy, 11 s her
suddenty chocked I d8s canese by the bron hand of the monntain.,
5ig1’135 l"k ll*l ljﬁ*l‘!’ﬂ.’:siﬁ! T'ﬂiﬁ"t.lii AT evilent on eyrry -f!il{!?. T e spiftalon
stancling ander the bacbed frieze of the military outpore vear Seabs
anel looking down, first on the How et viver o nd thet doroms 4 vawning
interval to the opposite heighes, realises samothing of it greater Riv,
Far above-the present limit of 10 waters, 1o a herehio ol eighiy feer,
marking the woods with an even line i testirnony (o it dominion, the
river climbs in s sesslon of wrarh,  In o single oighy it rises ity feet,
as thoeugh 1t would sweep the mountaing before {1, and ar seach times
the defile within &s 4 mag inferno of warers in whish po boot can hyve,
For thiety-five mifes the viver Bows through the mounvains of the
First Deftle, whose vacky stdes, torn and laceeaved, He bare it winter,
the erabodiment of savagevy, Thids is more wapecially the cane wr one
poiat, the mast dangerous i che endee defile, where the black racks eise
sheer out of the viver's [.)I;d Lllli:’lltTL‘tlllE* destraction, lhft_il.i;rff;lt them
thare has been cut s pasgage, oow _li..l.gh abve watar-levely bar the slow
country boats, which formerly performed theperlous quty of arrving
the mails in the flood scason,  From May ta Oatoberthie defile i en cively
closed ro steamers, and even for cauntry bote the service s one of
danger,  The juurney upwﬁlmzuﬂ i then sometimies of threy weeks’
duration ; the descent bs & marter of six heerin hovgs, 8o Herge §8 the
CUrreny, Stittlgll who made lmth JHLHL‘E{*}“F& at-a ﬁﬂﬁtpau'nLLW 13‘ _HLL_!L;&: ,
%;lﬁml lefr of the | journey up-stream the lfullﬂwmy *lLI;:ﬂuilt, g .
“The scenery throughout this defile is sublimely g;t”aﬁd .miil ]gglﬁﬁu.t‘ 3
esgue; but in }'ﬂnr-rﬂ awlnl to contemplarey as ope sranes wmlung: the
trackers, encouraging one another by fiendish ytll& that eche tlmmghé’?
the woods and straining every mumh- by pain gmuncl as the boat
sluggishly quivees through the fierce rapids now ranning Qush with the
boat’s gunwale.  All now depends on the trueness of the towingliae :
that JONG and we arc luat, for the best and BLrongest swimmer could
not live tnsuch places.”  Returning in Mavel, three manehs Liter, the
journey was even more {ruitful of excitement @ * The danger of the
defite had fn no way been exaggerated,  lndeed, as we shot down the
impetuous stream every moment seemed to be our last, Ty was with
difficulty the helmsmen kept the boats from being carried round by the
violent eddies and whirlpools, and the boatmen rowed their strongest
against stream to reduce the terrific pace gt which we were being borne
by the fieree 1:191&13, Our position was too critical to admit of accupatt
observation.,”
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These ave Fearful joys to which the presentday traveler i nat
subjected 5 yet, for the secker after it, the swift delivium of a vee dewn
the river in its turbelent season is an attainable joy any time hedweoen
May and October, The river, restricted o this porvtion of its course
to a narrow rocky channel, assumes again, though inaless transpareny
degree, the pure green tint whicl characterises ivat Myitkyina, O eachy
hand the nobly wooded hills run down in dedefon to the viver’s edye, and
there i at all times that play af colour characreristic of hills piled bebind

one another in veceding distances,

At frequent intervals the hills send down theiv teibuee to the river in
streamlets that babble over great polished boulders and gleam and sparkle
in the sunlight, 'This {s their season of security and charm, fo the rain
season their music swells to a deafening roar as they rush doewn in
cataracts, bringing with them, in helpless chaos, boulders and rrecs anc
sand,  Near the lower end of the defile the river, winding a narrow anc
sitous course through the racks known as the Blephant, Cow, an
Granary, enters on one of its most exquisite passages,  T'he rocks
fancifully so named stretel across ina broken hine from shore to shore,
IFor hali the year they are covered, hut in winter they lie cxposed,
glistening in the sun and revealing the true width of the channel, here
scarcely more than cighty yards across, but of unfathomed depth.
"Uheir sheer bave sides, of a polished grey-green hue, afford no footing
for ey but on their mgged summits the receding river leayes a thip
deposit of vich sile, in which tussocks of vivid grass find a home, their
lively beauty enhanced by their geim setting, Tn the days soon afrer
the war, when the channel was less known, a small steamer eame to a
vialent end amid these dangerous reefy, which in the flawless calm of

owanter afternoon present an aspect of placid beauty,

Below the Blephant and Cow the little hamlet of "Tamangyi shows out
from the leafy hillside, and the viver, freed from its iron fetters,
lengthens out into a tong dreamy reach in which the varied hills and
woods and the opalescent
clouds that trail hke the
pintons of another world
averhead, attain re-
doubled beaury, A
manent, and the dream
sweeps by,  the great
curtain of the hills olds
swiltly back, revealing a
distant  glimpse of  the
. i shan  mountging ;. and
THE BLEPHANT the waters, sparkling in

F
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the broad sunlight, seem visibly to rejoice ar the termination of their
" long and arduous passage throngh the territories of the First Defile,

['ew signs of life greet the traveller between Senbo and Tamangyi,
An accasional boat or dugout, a thatched hut high vp on the steep
declivities, at the lower end some blue-coated Chinese Shan quarrying
for stone, a rare pagoda ; such are the faintsymproms of man’s dominion.,
For the resty, a startled otter on the rocks; a4 white-headed fsh-cagle

!

CGHRENT CLIFEF IN THIEE SECOND DRETTLE

with keen gaze intent on his prey 3 4 cormorant poised on a stake and
drying his dripping wings with obtrusive philosophy ; a panther swim-
ming hurriedly for life across the fast-flowing river; the short, quick
all of barking deer, or the sullen roar of a tiger making off, up one of
the leafy watercourses.  All else 1s loneliness and sohitude,

- Leaving the hills, the river spreads out to ambitious dimensions, and
flowing past the site of ancient Sampenago, veceives before it reaches
Bhamo the teibutary waters of the Taping,

THYE SECONTD DEFILE |

A few, miles below Bhama the Irrawaddy, leaving behind it a great
mass of mountains, the loftiest peaks of which are the passession of China,
gildes into the gorge known as the Second Defile. There are no signs
here of a vast accumulation of waters similar to that at the mouth of
the defile above. "The clannel, broader and less obstructed, offers a
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more adequate highway, and the river a lew turbulent s entny,
Vet on all sides theve I grim testimony to s power in the pedestals o
the surrounding hills, torn, contarted mto the most fantastic patterns,
;nul hH'L'}T[ l}.i'.‘t" H[ LTL‘I'}' '-.’t‘ﬁli.li{L' 0 “h‘ oy 4 liL‘ith (s} Ihil'i}' | gt ll 't-a
this sense of contlict between elementul Totees which, lelt fntensely
here, mahes the sceond Defile o Lreal s Gaete of the world, Near the
northern entrdice o« mighty el sehiel tares s wenn Lice to the tver
speiks with eloquence ol the conBicte T vises sheer into the shy 1om
the water's edge, cight hundred feet fromoie massive foundations nude
smoath by the constant (riction of the speeding river, o the delicate
L‘]Lih‘ltl'iﬂ}l‘: bamboos en ity summit. Round its base graceful creepers
climb and hang in festoons amid the branches of noble trees, A pagada
i mintature, one of the smallest of the myriads which taper hegven
ward in this land of religion, crowns the top of a stall tock at 1ts foo,
[ts diminutive size theows itto redief the great rock seired swith thie steew
of centuries, which towers majestically above it An tnstinetive b
seitles down on the ship as we race under its shadow, and there 3 deep
silence in the gorge, broken only by the steady paddle-throbs which
ccho through it Jike mysterious heavi-beats,  In this bartde- chamber of
nature, stamped with the records of 1 long unceasing strife, the soul of
the gpectator shrinks into 1tselfy finding no vent i the commonplace,
There s a legend attached to the great rock that 18 not unworthy of
its tragic grandeur and Deauty. Ty a tale of the first kiug and queen
of Sampenago, wha were deiven in @ faraway day from their Mingdom
by Kuttha, the king's brother. "The king, with vrue Buddhise philosophy,
when hie hicard of Tis brother's advance forbade any resistanee, "I'o ks
lt{e would De wrong and the fssue must tuent on the extent ot his
accumulated merie thraugh all past existences, 10 this were geeat the
threatened evil could nat befall him g were it small it could not be
averteds o while the king turned to prayer and goad works, his princes
and generals stayed their measures (or defence, until the usarper swept
tn on the tide of desting and geized the Mngdon, The King fled, but was
pursned overtaken and cast into peisan, The queen escaped o the
enchanted monntan Wela, where g son was born to her in hier sorrow,
When the little Prince Welatha (* son of Wela ™) was six vears ol he
saw s mother in tears and by questioning hee learnt thar he was a
prince and s father a captive. When e was seven bis mather yvielded
to his importunity and sent him with her rayal orpaments to yvisit s
father, On approaching Sampenago he met his father being lod om o
cxccution, Tl brave boy stopped the procession and veveaded himset,
oltering to die nstead of his father. The hing Kattha thereupon
ordered him 1o be thrown inte the Trrawaddy,  But the river roe i
tremendons wWaves, the parth JfJﬂﬂ,{', and the excecutioners coyld pot for
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terror obey the royal order, "This being reported to Kuttha, he ordered
that the prince should be trodden to death by wild elephants 3 but the
beasts could now be goaded 1o attack him. A deep pit was then dug and
filled with burning fucl, into which the prince was casty but the
flames came on him like cool water, and the burning faggots became
lilies, When Kuttha heard this he prew furious in his rage and had the
young prince taken down to the spirit-haunted mountain and cast from
the great precipice into the river, but he was caught up by a Naga and
carried away to the Naga countey. The carth guaked, many thunderbolis
Jell, the Lrrawaddy rolled up its waves and brake down its banks. Kuttha
was serzed with terror, and as he fled forth from the city gate the carth
opened and swallowed him up.

[t 15 an intevesting feature of many old legends that they enshrine
the traditional knowledge of some ancient historical or natural fact,
and there i perhaps in this pretty tale the record of some great
convulsion, an episode of more than usual moment in the ceascless conflict
between the great river and its encompassing hills,

"This, the place of the Greeat Chifl, is the finest portion of the Second
Defile. Saan after leaving it the river sweeps raund in more than a semi-
cirdle, to emerge once more in untrammedled splendour at the foot of
@ rounded Wil tinted with reddening grass and not unlihe an Foglish
down,

Below the deftle tie the stand and village of Shwegu, through the tree-
tops of which gleam the golden spires of many pagodas, the centre of a
great annual festival attended by many thousands of pilgeims, An island
of green and gold set in the folds of a sanlit river fading away to steel-
blue mist at the threshold of the mountains, on the summits of which an
army of opal clouds is enthroned, Shwegu is thrice lovely,

Henceeforth, oll ic reaches the "Fhird Defile, the river’s course s
uneventful, save where, encircling many islands, it receives from China
the many-mouthed homage of the Shweli.  Yet it never ceases to be
beautiful. At evening the sun sinks behind the clear-cut amethyst hills
in a blaze of gold, and the hues of sunset pervade the still reaches,
slowly changing like chords of some divine music till they pass imper-
ceptibly away into the dusk of twilight,  Later the stars shine out in the
clear winter sky and their light, like quivering spear-points, plays on the
face of the waters, hastening on to their union with the sea,  The Great
Bear climbing the heavens, points coldly northward, where imagination
pictures the snows ol wons lying on the summits of mountains on which
man has left no footprint, Near by the lights of a small village die out
one by one, and a great and brooding silence falls upon hillside and plain,

[t is midnight on the Trrawaddy.
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Below the pictuvesque vitlage of Malé, ecuddosad i ared thoarnstockade,
the river 1o the thind time s cowese betwaeens the Condluence amd the
st lotces o right ot way through Tatly connes s Madé was once the
testing place ol o tugitive queen and dor o short time served asa oyl
capital,  In lager days 1t was the Burnmese customs statton on the upper
river, and in the Lt days of 1885, when the hingdom ot Baoma was
hastening to its end, o fleer ot the Mog’s warboats and steamer by
anchor at Mald, in wild hopes of & French adventaoras the frontieas ol
Tonquin,  But the Prench never camey and the Last of the house o
Aompra was abeddy on s way into exile, followed by Tiis weeping wike
and a stricken court, before Ths Majests s innenane ambasadonrs 1
lsurope had conduded ther wandetings msearch ot anallience, Leaving
Malé, the tiver, confined between low Inlls, fows in tranguil splendour
under the shadow of the Shiwé-u daung, whose bare peak and sharp
dectivities rise mytjestically into the sky ke the Spanish sicreas beyomd
Gibraltae,  The Shwé-u daung, nine thowand fect in height, s the
outer atadel of that tortress ol magmificent mountains i the duimbers
of which are veasured the finest ubies of the world, Sty nades
inland, in the beautilul Mogdh valley, wie the famous vaby wines of
Burma, "T'he road was vough and steep i my davsand tor five months
cach year impracticable tor wheeled trathic,. Yt best it was hard going
{or the long trains of bullock-carts, which creaked and tonled alonge its
1uts, laden witle machinery for the mines and all the wequitements of
& colony of Linglishmen planted i a secduded valley sivey miles from
+ highway of communication,  But the taveller on lioeseback, Tl
cquipped, made the jowrney in two days,

Mogok itsclt, survounded by nugnificent peaks like che Pingubaung,
seven thowsand teet in height and ape 1o be transfigured at sunset in a
glow ot red five suggestive of their priceless contents, s unigue in s
secluston and 1ty world known fame,

Betow the village of Thabeit-kyin- the port ot Mogdk, on the Trra
waddy thare iv a chaming sland pagoda and monastery,  Onee, and
it 1s not MY yedls ago, the MOoNdsteTy wils Lenanted hy an abhbor and
his monks and acolytes. Fvery year at o great annual destival the
countryside came over in tong boats and dugouts, and the parada
platform wis gay with the brilliance of o Burtnese festival, Monastery
spites and columnsy, the chapels ot the Buddhy, and the slopes af the
island  pagoda, were enovated and gilded with the Livish gold o
Bormese Buddhism,  In the still waters ot the tiver between the
island and the near shore, daghish, tame and geatle fron yons of
immunity, came each day to be led by the monls, and at the vear™
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festival 1o be decorated with leaves of gold by the followers of
teligion the highest attribute of which is its tenderness for all ereated
ltfe. For the traveller the pagoda of 'I'hihadaw, with its singular
dppanage, was one of the most intetesting spectacles to be met with on
the upper river, But a few yedis have wrought @ change which is not
without its symbolism,  The island pagoda sct in the heart of the "T'hird
Defile ds suill beautiluly but the fingers of decay are busy with its
monastery  rools and spires, [t halls and closcts lie empty and
deserted, "The waters of the viver are slowly but certainly cating into
the fence of waood and stone, built in an earlier decade to protect the
istand, and time must bring destruction, The monastery fish, no longer
led by its tenants, no longer protected by their presence from sccular
attack, have mown wild
and timid, and no artifice I o 4 UL
will now induce them to 4 + '
come  when  summoned
by the familiar call, Tt
v believed  that  the
land,  conseerated 1o
icligion, «an never  be
Hoaded, however high the
nver  may  orise. The
pagroda is il firm on ity
rase, Hs buildings are still
ubitable 5 and yer it s
silent and  untenanted,
Nooone will say why.
The old monks av ''habeit-kyin shake their heads and mutter impossible
veasons 5 the fishermen of Thiladaw village say it s Decause their
villagre has become simall. An evil tale of war, which broods sadly over
the deserted place, attributes it to another and a harsher cause.  But
whatsoever the cause the tesult is there, and in @ sense it is symbolic of
an nevitable decline.  Fewer monasteries are built now than in years
gone by fewer scholars chant their lessons in the monastic schiools ;
everywhere there is a lovsening of the bonds of the great religious
organigation which has ministered so long to the spivitual life of Burma,
At Thihadaw the defile grows to-greater beauty. 'Fhe single line of
hills which has confined the river on cach bank rises in height and breaks
up into a greater varviety of groups, through which the 1iver wanders
in long reaches and curves as placid and calm as untroubled slumber, At
[Kabwet village, where an enterprising German uvsed to worl the coal
mines of the neighbourhood, the river emetges in a great curve from the
midat of the higher hills and widens out, thougl still restrained for many
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4 mile by low undulating vounty, beastiful e Pocombor with wavay
aeumn hues, il at Kkyauhmyaung, the Thitd Dolde quictle onds,
"he view, hithetto confined, now hroadens out and far ahead on the
river’s horizon loom successive spurs ol the Sha mountane towening
in stately beauty above the distant city ot Mandalay,

Hare the peat defiles of the Dioawaddy endy "Phe viver, Toning i
infuncy and hot stenuous youth beliind i, settles down to maturgs
life, till at the delta «titl many hundied miles distane, 1t power .
broken and lost e the ocean,

"The present-day taveller in Burma s borne along the grea Beese i ay
ander o1y pledsant con

| ditiore, Fornine handred
miden the Trrawaddy s

\ na rated Dy the steamens

’* of the Triawaddy Flatille

P e '“"..ﬁ » Comprany, tlm:ﬂ 0] uhirn;h
N TR Setnl ate well equipped  with

}

the conaforts b civilisas
tion,  For puiposes ol
tapid tavel the tust mal
stearners are the  more
sultable 3 hut far nrerest
and local colour and for
the ansight they oftes into the Tite of the people, the gieat cago
boats of the floulla are to be proferred. To the gay ight Dearted
Burnian, whose phitlosophy is perteet indolence, and to whom time
s infinite in its opportunities Tor doing nothing, the speed ot the
Crpress steamer s of no attraction, A Buarmese vi”.lg{t: which treats
the wreival of the wmail packet with el indifference §s plunged into
excitement when the hoarse whistle of s slower fellow i borne up
the river. On such oveasions Sleepy Hotlows where no ane appears
to have anything to do but doze it a comfortable coree or hathe
in the cool river, attain to a ridiculons energy,  For to every little
village secluded from the great world beyond i, save in so far as it rests
on the shores of the noblest of highways, the cargo boats with huge
flats in tow mean the advent of news, of gossip, and of trade, things
espectally dear to the Burman woman’s hearts Hach week they leave
Mandalay, the centre of all things to the Upper Burman mind, for the
long voyage up the river to Bhamo, and they bring with thewm ol that a
Burman heart can desive, all that a Burman village cannot furnish, from
tinned Swiss milk and potted salmon to silk and pearls,

Fhe process is cinimently stmple, “'he eargo-boat and at teast onu of
her flats are partitioned out into stalls which are let for the entire voyage,

ALTOAI
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amatter of a fortnight, from Mandalay to Bhamo and back., But the
stall- holders are wisely conservative and retain cheir stalls for years, In
this way they build up a business connection and are well known in all
the towns and villages along the viver, “Phus if the Headman, Moung
Bih, of Moda village, wishies for a new silk putsoe of the fashionable dog-
tooth pattern, or his wife a tamein of the new apple-green and pink
tartan, or Ma-Hla, the village belle, a necklace of Birmingham pearls,
they go down to the steamer landing, and with much detail describe
their requirements to Ah ''an the Chinaman, or Sheik [brahim the
Mohammedan trader, whose long grey beard contrasts serikingly with
the hairless faces about him ; and in the fulness of time the  fire-boat,”’
trumpeting its advent, bringg to each of them hig hear s desire.

‘I'he transaction, gratifying in itself, is made more so by time. Moung
Bab’s wish for a fashionable garment was probably inspired by an
cloquent hint from the silk dealer, or a glimpse of a Mandalay dandy
when the last boat passed through, A week’s reflection eked out with
clouds of green tobacco smoke and the enthusiastic advice of his
lluig]l‘tﬁéllll‘ﬂ, a calculation of ways and mecans, have brought him to a
pleasant decision before the boat’s vetuin down-stream ; and then, the
order given, there {ollows a period of blissful anticipation. [f you are
travelling up in the boat next voyage you will see Moung Bah sitting on
s haunches on the high foreshore of Moda village, chewing betel-nut
with apparent calm ; and when the boat is tun alongside and the lascars
plunge overboard into the nver with a rope to make her fast, and the
gangway planks are laid, Moung Bab will walk up gravely to the upper
deck and enter into possession of his long-expected purchase. A period
of further exeitement will follow on his retuen home, when the fashion-
able garment will run the fire of domestic criticism and the loud praise
of the village cronies,  Business transacted under such conditions 1s
l[aden with subtle charms for the Oriental. Time, the mere element of
hours and minutes, is a thing of no account in a bountiful land where
there are no paupers and no poor law ; in a smiling land where 1t 1s
“Hlways afternoon,

'The deck of a cargo-boat is itself a microcosm of Burmese life. Down
the centre there is the long double line of stalls, back to back, each stall
sepatated from its neighhour by a row ol bales or boxes; and in the qmnlt
square spaces between, “the stallholders have their habitation, Here a
all hours you sce them scated on gay carpets, reclining on hnft-quilts,
stumbering under silken tartans, flirting, gossiping, smoking contentedly,
or playing animated chess, A Burmese game of chess is an unique
entertainment,  Fverything pertaining to it is of massive proportions,
The chessboard is of solid wood nearly two feet square 5 the squares
look gigantic ; the picces, rudely carved, are made 1o stand hard usage,
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[ lht‘ Burman I]Hun cob U IO N PO FTETer hi- I*LI}, Cukt It l'riiu;‘ ]H‘!IIH
browght dewne on the haard with asounding thwack, T wdidinen
Lhe pt.l}vlﬁ [hene J.l"l-."-.d.} VO o [Ilt'tldw .-HHF{ ael b anat ill.llml auly I £ T
mum! [hu 1!un-dnnlh‘. |'.h]1 ¢y | [.lH'mL' I.tLt “ ol lﬂ I Hfe e L L IIH." LT
aid poury torth b adviee wath wreat cagetres . The plavor, woth an
amiable sperion smle, plays his owne garae, and when thes voat vasrlanee
with proftered advice cach move v tollowed by Tong deawn ~ounds of
pessitutstic tegnet wd resolute liead shakwgs One o twa spectator,
whao do not undastand the game look oo i sdence, smoking their long
green cheroots in g aunner suggrestive of deepand concentrated thougha,
The i, i shott, dsointeresting, booanse there 1o o omueh human
ntetest o,

I'he Hats inctow of 4 cargo steasier e occaptod as worade by aponones
lass ot stallbolders than those 10 the steamier tsel b, Silks, cotton goomds,
tur coats, sochs, Hnen, dhinag, pottery, onware, and the gewgdaw ol
vanily hete give way to the necesities of lite o saltand ontons, piles
of fmported flour, molases tn dinde thomboids Tike tofly | sugan in oy aal
line heaps, baskets ot poratoes, ted and yetlow chiblies, and raw produce
of the most hewildaing variets. Mowt of the stallhioldess here are
women,The atmosphere oowholly different froin that in the adjoining
steamer, Phe curtaie ate lec down and aosoft Tab-light persvades the
flac. o the din visea, broken heve and there by haas of highit io which the
I thad thotes nat, waotnen He :l.ult.‘ﬂ[‘- lt“‘-lill!;" ‘lg,lirlhl soft {logr h,c_tqa‘ O
st Chatting i undertones i smadl groups, lo this way the bours and
weeks pass by, Gl they grow o years, and bncsome cases a lifetime,

CHAPIIER TN
BEEAMO

FTANMO), like the tiver on which ic is bl lives « double lite,

[n the rains ity fow grounds and pastate lands lie flooded by

the encroaching w.-.ltmh.ifllﬂ tenements on the tiver's edoe

catst onsuflevance, inimminent danger of being Hooded wnid
swept awdy. Tty streets are moribund and squalid, 2One looks in vain
for the lamous trading town on the border, the southern gateway of
Chur, the traditiondd mecting-place of  Chino Buimiese Lomtteree,
One looks i vain because the yoad to Ching, on s hich so many embassics
have travelled, is impassable lor catavans in the rains and Bliamo has
petforee relupsed trne a small aud unimportans Bunmese towa,
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:Jiut the approach of winter heralds & great change,  Over the wild
border land - thiough which winds the Ambassador’s road, roughest
of internativnal highways, come the long caravans trom Chinaj-
Lthousands ot hairdy mules, hundieds of blue-clad labourers, and mzfny
portly merchants, filted out 1o abnormal sive by dint of satin coats and
turs, upon small ponies which amble haedily along. From the Shan
States, notth and east, come picturesque crowds of variéd nationality, a
perneutation ol Chinese Butmese and many-tibed Shan,  And from
the border highlands descend the cateran Kachin, to whom the Govern-
ment now pays a fixed toll infiew of the income they formerly derived by

tohbery murder and Mackmail, from the traders who made their way
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along this dubious highway,  Bhamo now bieaks out into new life and
colour, exchanging its moribund solatton for the concourse of many
visitors, like any tourist resort in the smwmn.}

gﬁﬁm centre of its life in one sense is the Court-house, where the
administrative Power resides,#Flere, when he is not tramping over the
hills with dynamite cartridges in his pockets, blasting roads, pursuing
malefactars, and gencrally bringing home to the people in his charge
the personality of rule, sits the Head ol the District,  Like maost
Fnglishmen in the Fase he is a man who plays many parts, and during the
long hours of each day that he sits in the red-roofed Court-house he
transacts a curious variety of business,  Vendettas of many generations
ate healed here; thieves are sent o prison; muiderets to death
[ronticrs are delimited § gun-licences are issued ; tiibute s brought
to the coflers of the State; campaigns are planned ; all indeed that
concerns the administration of a frontier tract, from high politics to
the parochialism of a petty municipality, is centred here in his person,
QOutside o miscellancous lile, the reflex of what 15 transacted within,
has its being, A Sikh sentry, with bayonet gleaming in the sun, walks
to and fro before the teasury; in the litgants’ shed the witnesses are
aesetmbled 3 on the grass ot the coutt-yard the harnessed mare of the
Deputy Commissioner feeds complacently, aware of her privileges.
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Burmans in silken kilts and flaming headgear, Shin m loose troaees ond
big straw hats, Kachin with naked swords, real Clinamen i felt boat
and black satin caps, hybrid Chinamen in Fnglish hateg come and gooimn

an incessant Jeisurely stream. And ont on the white higi-road a Britsl,

soldicr swings by, his shoulders square, his boots creaking, the silver
head of his regimental cane glinting in the light.

About the Court-house lies the town,  Here is the strect of
Indians, a thoroughfare of tailovs, industrious 1o the Jdick of sewing

the
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LANDING TIHE PASSENGERS

machines 5 of tinkers surrounded by their flashing wares ¢ of small-store
men; of dealers in cloth and haberdashers. At its corner there 15
bitliard saloon kept by a Jew. “Beyond it is the market. place, the
rendezvons of all strangers to .Blmmn.}y [liere of a morning the country
folk bring the produce of their gardens for sale,  Laughter and high
voices fill the air and the life of the many peoples s afoot,  Along the
stony highway the trader from Yunnan rides by in a fast amble on his
shaggy steed,  An almond-eyed porter, & man of thews and sinews,
struggles slowly behind with a heavy toad upon his back, One has seen
his counterpart npon many a Chinese vase,

Outside the market one looks across to the white and grey walls and
distinctive roofs of Chinese houses,  In the space between, in hallows
into which the river at its rising vushes in, Chinese market gardeners

T
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are toiling over rows of cabbages and beans, They po 1o aml frooan
their Blue clothes and large sun-liats, witde cans of water sluny from
poles acrass their shoulders,  An ingenious bimboo spout m cach can
makes the water splash in large silvery jew, Troall thata Clinamn does,
and has, there s something distinetive, {rom the decoration of his
house to the pattern of his pipe and the spray of his water-can. To
understand him one must clear one’s mind of all prepossession,

F'rom the market-place it is an easy transition to China Street, the
st important thoroughface in Bhama G A lowd citter of hoet upon

_l:\:z_:ﬁﬂ

T

DREDPUTY COMMISSIONE RS HOUSE AT [IFHAMO

the stene pavement marks the approach of a party of traders, one of
whom dismounts before a shop. A small lad running out leads off his
stout nag with its tasselled trappings swaying about. ity through a dark
passage, to a stable hidden away in some presumptive backyard, while
the man of trade, stretching his legs cramped by the shore high stireups
ol his people, yields himself up to the atventions of his wife, upon whose
round celestial face there is spread a gracified smile,  Crowds of his [tencls
gather round him to hear the news, and there, seated on the Aoor of his
counting-house, we may leave him in peace. v

- Amore accessible person to-day is a leading member of the commu nity,
a plump figure of 4 man, whom T am just n time to stop as he is dashing
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oft an his new bicycle to a mecting of the Town Council. He is dressed
tn a loase coat, trausers which are bound tightly about his ankles, a black
sitk cap, and white felt shoes ; and he is portly, affable, and clean, He

alks some way with me up the street to the handsome doosrway af his
house, with its carved
frontand fantastic caves,
and begs me to enter.
In the narrow  front-
verandah, open to the
street, bales of cotton
care piled  high  against
the wall, and a tived
and dusty traveller from
China is caking his ease,
Passing 1 through the
first roomt [ enter a court
open to the sky aid
arched over at intervals
with roses. T'o come in
here I8 to step  into
another and more  de-
light ful world, from the
blazing thoroughfare
without.,  Beyond it is
the reception-room,
with its lacquered furni-
cure and its  pictures
hung upon  the walls,
One of these is a portrait
done by a Rangoon
photographer ; another
is 4 s¢reen painted in
water-colours, « an - ex-
quisite study of pink flowers drooping over water, It was done by
some  fap-away arcist in civilised China, Tea 15 served in delicate
porcelain cups; and cigarettes, the handiwork of my host’s Burmese
wife, are produced from an inner room by the lady herself, We sit
in the lacquered chairs ranged stiffly against the wall with the formality
of a French salon, "T'wo of the more taciturn members of the party
remain silent, smoking their long stlver pipes; but my host 1s cheery
and sociable and quite ready to talk. He explains that he and his
two brothers are in partnership, and that the arrangement between
them is that each shall spend three years, after an absence of six, in his

YUNANNESE
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native town ol P\'Iul'nuil'l, in Southern China, 'I*iu‘}‘ Bave fususes
Momein, Bhamo and Rangoon, They deal 1 raw cotton amld pieve
gowds, and Buport vaviety ol (hinese woods, including sith and tely,
As 1o railways, they arg very well amd those that the Government s
made are likely to do Blumo no firm so long as they stop short g
Myttkyina, {;';;-r[uilll}' there o Jack of Drisk business i Bhaao tl.t-dﬂ}'.
and even as Usiv here in the conl shelter of the inner court men go to and
feo through the businesy premises, packing bales and studyving invoices,
and a stream of rrathe passes down tie sunliv street,

But city fathers have theie duties, so bidding my hostadicw [ jom the
moving throng and glance as 1 go at the strange shops of chemists and
of the dealers in fele rups, and at crowded catinghouses, and the Chinese
Secyet S[.il‘iﬂlil.'ii‘ L:'hlt’i. [i” [
reach the entrance  tee the
joss-house, @ pateway in the
roaduide, opening into o long
surlit corridar  paved  with
brick which ends ar the door
of the fivst court of the temple,
Through v eircle there s
a fall view of the joss-houwse,
risitig up from the shady court,
all gilt and colour and winged
raak,  On each sule of the
porehe there is @ caparsoned
hovse, led by asplendid fgure
of 4 man, with a great wadst,
and Tavear cyebrows and a
cremendons ate. Horse and
man  are sereened  behind
cirgular window, glehly carved
inapattern of roseties, Owver
head ehere is a theatre, where
entertaininents are given ;o
the campany astemblid belaw,

There follayws ithe secind:
gourt, bounded ae LLfi e gl
by a temple in which strange
figures  are  depicted,  and
incense  burns  perpetwdly,
Through o narrow doorway
a4 iy s ¢ belund the shrine there 5 2
THE JANITOR passage into the third court
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iy THE SILKEN EAST

ated see o b the wltimate sheioe, swhiere v bigh there te ratsed o whire
marble fipure of the Buddba Pateanvdinsry besnges surneand  thie
central e, making of the plice more g chambaer of bdrers than
the shivine of & pure Lath, t

The joss house is wsed ws a b, ard under thie shelter vf 10 trees
in the open conrt men with twe upon their huvuds pass many hours
of the day %ippinga tea wond amebing their olegant silyey e, bleye,
toe, the opium smoker finds seclusion, and as U go by, where o young
peach-tree is breeaking inte bloom, the very harbinger of spring, | find
i fying stretehed upon o sofa of palished vermition facquer, Tos glazed
PO NSCIOMS Yy ed half shut, x;lrumnin;; the sLErange drearms for which he
hves.

3{\('1L|{ﬁidtr of Bhamao lies Damperago, the dead city which was great for g
théusand yeaws before Blamao-~the potters’ villagecame into existence,
Pathways lead to it through the heart of the river-jungle, where
the purple Taping, laden with the warers of Momein, steals through
waving grasses to its union with the [rrawaddy N Adsles of old pagodas
bring me to the Shwe-Kyina with its golden spire,  Here the highland
Shan encamp, and the smoke of their cooking fires climbs up nto the
placid sky. Beyond the red-gold and grey spives another path leads
down through a wide tract of dog-roses in bloom to the edge of the
[rrawaddy. The foreshore under the heights of the village i crowded
with rose bushes which lie buried for half the year under the waters of
the river, but in spring they become the home of thousands of litele
birds, whose melody Qlls che aiv with joy,

But it is the river that ¢laims actention, for it lies here below the lofuy
bank, broad and beautiful, a highway of the world, The san, nearing
the horizon, is partially hidden by broken masses.of cloud, through
which his flame breaks in long ribbons and searchilighes of fre. All the

river, north of a clear steaight line across it, lies in putple shadaw all

to the south, in a Blaze of light.

STRANGE GODS

N

I seand and watch the eiver porpbises "
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plunging ke steel in the mly water, the swallows wheeling in swilt
‘circles of flight ; and the voices of men are borng up to me, dim at
hrat, then swelling Jouder as they come by in beats, invisible under the
{llﬂ'-s, and so till they dvif past into the sitence. And T experience that
strange and rave emotion of tooking on at a world of which T form no
part 3 a new world of blue mountains and wide viver and placid calm
and unknown peoples, into which
[ have dropped by some mysterious
chance,
| 'i;[;_‘mm Snlnkml'l:lgm a2 shettered
way leads throogh the village of
Wethali, where lives a colony of
Assamese, the descendants of five
huodred men-at-arms who  came
over in the reign of Bodaw-phaya
with the brother of the King of
Assam. ™

Arrmrfg the races who throng
during the winter months the strects
ob Bhamo town the Kachin, with
his embroidered bag slung under
atie arm, his broad half-naked dah
thrown across his back, 15 not the
least canspicuous,  He comes down
rom the hills with vegetables and
frates, and such sundries as a tiger-
skin, some gold-dust, or a spinel
picked up in a watercourse, and
barters these in Bhamo for the A SHAN
civilised commaodities he desires, |

On the outskirts of the town, facing the highway, stands the Kachin
Waing or caravanseral, [t is not the kind of place in which Haroun-al-
Raschid might have sojourned, for it consists of little more than an
open shed in a yard enclosed by a bamboo fence. Yet it is possessed of
a primitive interest. The Kachin, who cavries his few necessaries with
him, is content with such shelter as a bare roof may afford, and it is
here in the Waing that he sleeps and feeds during his brief visits to the
rown. - Sometimes I go out there in the early morning while the night
mists still brood over che low pﬂsturc—luncLsn'f Bhamo, to see him making
ready his breakfast, A small earthen pot is hung like s gypsy kettle over
a fire of slender: twigs, and seated before it, surrounded by the baskets
of fruit and vegerables hie has brtmght down to sell, he lusurt,ly pu:.,lq d
pile of onions, dropping' them one by one into the simmering pot in

*
L
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which « bandful of ardl ey e abready stewige o tellow near b
pares smiall Luprots swith desterous kb stvokes (ar thie (v, From a basher
of miscelbineows artcles e draws forth neat cvhnders of banbaoo
containityy st and condiments, and fimally ashort celinder cut Trom the
giant seabs, and conaining drinking-water Blled the previons duy ar
mountain stream., Che sooty pot iothen removedd from the fre amd the
compuny settle down to therr meal, wit b sy age, philegrraticeinliflerence
o observation,  Phe same process s goug on throwghont the Waing,
aned [ prais ol I.’i:.,‘ dosimall nig ot il e et (w.-*l"lu*re: 4 snnall
clerk sits compiling rrade statisties) with the feeling of having emerged
(rom a bygone and primitive existenee,

Cl*';u' awiy e the other end of the town s the Shan Waing, cven more
pefraitive in the haspitadicy @ offees ;- for here the Shan and the Panchay
who frequent iare all encamped out on the open p uin?} Yellow masaes
of straw bving seattered about contrast with the Mue clothes of the
muleteers ar work, packing sacks with Jdried Baboand sale, Usee them there
seated In the open, chatting and aghing hoarsely far into the nighi,
in groups collected vound blazing fives. Out of the dusk Toome pack-
sucleltes piled in heaps to ke 1 shelter, and pack-imals herding close
rogether from dnstiner,  Overhead the stars gleam bright in the clear
winter sky, and a few paces away the river Hows darkly past, with a

hurtling muemur against the high mud ctifs,

CHAPTER X
THE ROAL TO CHINA

( | ANT the Kachin Waing, and Bhamo Foryy where of nights the
i bugles blow and the King's bealth s deank i regimental
messes, the road to China takes its dusty way through a great
larest of noble trees and dense underwoods, chie blue mountains
ever beyond,  Hlere the long caravans defile, and strange people take
their way-—the tall Yunnanese on his saddie mule, the Panthay wich o
his string of heasts led by the ganng with his clanging bell, the Shan
with his red salt-laden cattle, the Kachin dreiving harnessed pigs to
market, the trooper with his rifle at his saddle-bow and chain-armour on
his shoulders, the Head of the Discrict on his blood Arab, the litle
clerk with his pen behind his car. Before some of those who travel
to-day there lies a long rough, journcy inte China. My own way is a
shorter ong-——to Hinlunlml-:uirm.\)
This place, with is long name, 5 the summer reereat from Bliarna,
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f It atards RRRIRE I RS RN af the |\h hil'l hi“.*-r- st-:i?. IIIHLEL’*.:.”'l:ii {e ot rll*H';’r,' l]_u.* el

R BT good 1o po out to, for g phace woarh the avmosplere of

i new world a place of beginnings. e woonded kool ave bemg cleared
tasday, for the fivst pume i wouthl secm e time began ;o orchiard of

bt trees—1 Jrerar, the q‘.hmrt, and the |*¢ - aihqs ;@ft‘ﬂwing,,: up from

plants brought from Fogland, aud this i their fiest season of Bower, A

L[;H'th:l‘l o Llili:‘-‘ti'{.'.ﬁ’ I*u'iu':ru:su;*ﬁ, l'w;ll‘l"ﬁ--r;tm:', anel other g;;:i",::uim.tﬂ Ihingeh ¥

heginning to bloom, The httle nivalets ape being spanned by roatic

bridges, the sound of saws and hammers Hoae across the valley, breaking

the slhumberous stiliness with the music of man, the dwelling maker

l'l:l[t'lt-,‘h.':iti [ﬂélt't:ﬂ NS ff‘i ¥ thl: “I”ﬁl [iII'tE;' t't’.bn"iit'lg iﬂtn |‘.’.inﬁ¥.i;:*ﬁi-?1i{'ll‘l al a I'I:u"l'lr:*?}
T'he little men of the hills, whao wear Blue clothes and carry dabi, sword”
and axe in one, and distend their cars with amber tubes a0 wide as the
harrel of an 8-bore, go to and fro, digging and blasting 5 unspoily

children ready 1o take a lesson from the right mean,  And the right man
seems to have come here to teach them the necessary lesson, e
Kaching™ he says elogquently, * ta of all road conlies that T have seen the
best, {or hilloroads ar all events, Working on daily labour he will

willingly do eight or ten howrs' hard work o day, attacking a pieve of
rockwaork or jungle-cucting with a furious energy, and signalising his
success over obstacles with shoues of delight, e ruq‘uirf:ﬁ. however, to

he handled carefully, f-r}flt‘l[ihll.ht:l.uil”';‘“,. and with perfect justice, or he

is absolutely intracrable,”

Onca knoll above a streamler there 18 the milicary post, and a sexntry
wilks to and fro before it throngh the hours, One can see the gleam of
his bayoner a Jong way off in the noon sunlight, “The silver flash of a
heliograph on the hill links the sertlement with the auter world, The
air an 4 spring day is cool and mellow, the sun a friendly neighbenr,
Bat the nights are chilly, and towards dawn a great cold elutches the
carth and gquickens the air. "The view from here stratehes away in the
west to the plain countey, where the Trrawaddy winds in great laops anc
folds. of silver and gold. One can see from this height how, coming
from the noreh, it sweeps north again through the Secand Defle, ag if.
it never meant to reach the sea.  And east and south and nodeh Lham C
i bitlowy sea of mountains half veiled in mist, The peaks o Chlnﬂ%ﬁf-
climb up on the distant horizon, the border states of Hotha-Lahsa lie
between, and here and there, alone on the wide sea, stand the Brivish
nuiposts,

Of the nature of life in these hill-tracts on the edge of China some
curious particulars are recorded in the diaries of the British officers
who travel over them every winter, Vendetta i the keynote of Kachin
politics, and nowhere in the world is it carried to a more subtle point,
One of the aims of the British administration is to stop such feuds and
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teach the hilt-men the meaning of a central power,  Yet year after year
* the vendetta goes on, and strange cases are cheonicled in the Government
annals, “ On the t)th " 1 read, “ the Civil Officer moved on to Sadasup,
"He had asked the Walawpum Duwa to meet him, but the latter regreteed
his inability to come, as he had lately raided *Nong village and was
expecting retaliation,  This raid was in unadministered tm:_ritnry, but
the hustory of it is worth recording,  "The Wn]uwpum Duwa’s younger

{i' ..
: -ff:‘:~. gfﬁ"
: 4 & F,l
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KACHIN POLICEMEN: KACHIN POLICEMEN:
FULL BDRESS UNDRIESS

brother had at the close of the last rains put up during a journey at the
house of one *Nlon-Lein "Nong, QOn leaving, he had given offence to
two women by mounting his pony in the porch, FHe dismounted, but
again mounted at the #atstools ; the women then cursed him and fnre—
told :his death for flouting their wars, On his return home he fell ill
with: fever, and it was evident to the Kachin mind that the curse of the
'Nong women was at work, ‘Then the Duwa’s general set off with sixty
followers armied with thirty. guns, attacked the "Nong, burnt N’long-
La’s hausge td Lhn gmund, ancl, killed. two of his women, The spell,
however, was:not lifted and the :Duwa: s younger brother dmcl.”
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Again : *Two sepoys deserted in 1892 and Tound their way into the
Satiit tract, They were promptly murdered; the reason given being
revenpe for the death of two relitions of the murderers alter they had

beet arrested ar the instigation of the Britsh awthorities toe the murder

of RMargry,  TOwis admiteed that the Clinese oflicials were divected
to velease these Kachine upon o vepresentation by the English oflicer,
to whom they were shown {for identificationy that they were not the
persons wanted 3 but their death was due to theiv arvest and therefore
indirectly to the energy of our representatives in pressing the Chinese
for reparation,”™

'I'he Kachin®s contempt for life is only a linde less acute than that of 4
Chinese oflicer Tor the Tife of any Kachin or similar barbao fan,
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ACHEIN Mo AN WEAVING

The following i o vefveshing esample o A Kachin numed Baw "Paw
had Jent four anmis (four pence) to a Burman called Me Dain, Some
time afterwards Me Dain went up inte the Kachin hills, where he met
saw ''aw, who asked him o repay the four annas, Mo Dain old the
Kachin not to bother him, and called him a dog, T'he Kachin went
away, and eoming back about an hour afterwards, speaved Me Dain,
who was sitting in i house with several others, Saw Taw was senteneed
to death and exeeuted,”

Of the curious medley of dutiex diseharged by the Britsh offieers
who rule these taets, some impression may be gathered from the
[ollowing illustrations 1 ** On November 13th, some twenty Kachins
from Mutu came to Saingkin, eight miles from Bhamo on the 'Paping,
murdered the headman’®s wife and caeried ofl two of his daughters, "Uhe
Deputy Commissioner went after the raiders with seven military police-
men and the Myo-0kh, but ewing to delay in information he started
eight or nine hoars behind them, Tle actually passed them, but it was
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+then dark, and they got up and did not hale dll they were over the
" border” (I well remember his hurried departure in pursuit, for I was
in Blimo that night,)

“ A dispute between the Marus and Asis, which had long been
threatening 1o come o open conflict, had o be finally disposed of,
Some time back Mr, Rue and My, "Todd-Naylor had ordered the Asis
to remove the small village of Taban out of the territory of Munghung

KACIIIN BURYING-PLACE IN THE FOREST

village of the Marus ; they had not doneso, and encouraged by immunity
and the presence of the Chinese, had been increasing the number of
houses {rom other Asi villages, Mr. Hertz visited the place, had the
village completely pulled down and removed and fixed the boundary
beyond further dispute. He then returned to Pansibum and proceeded
with the construction of the post. The establishment of the post at
Pansibum is of high importance to the peace of the frontier tribes, the
Asis, and il enables us to get behind nearly the whole of the Kachins,
both present and future, north and south of the Namsirt valley,

“ On January 16th, Mr, Race started again from Bhamo with a reduced
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escort of twenty-five men o Sinlumekaba, M, Raey who had been

nterviewing the neighbouring  Kawrl chiels, devoted his atiention

w the canstant cattle thefts for which chese Kaching are vesponsible,

T'he northern Sawris, owinge to their proaimity botl o the Chinege
[rontier and o the plaing about Bhamo, had become ineceasingly daring
cattle thieves, and fining and punisliment had proved ineflectve, Gireat
assislanee was received in the work from the Thovas of Sima, [oewon,
Stnhwmegale, Lawmun, and Mantan, especially by the fivst named, an
intuential and loyal man,  "The vesult was that thivty-lfour cattle and
ponics were recoverad and tventyseight persong convicted amd punishud
for catile thely and it s hoped that the teallic will have veceived
crippling blow.”

And of the rason dftre of Sinlaun-kaba, this plice where the datsies
and hearOs-case are growing to-day through the generosity of s
[ounder, and the peach and the cherry from fnglish stock are coming
inte bloom, there s this account in the official annals s ¢ Iy s evident
now that the Kaching in Bhame have realised that they have found their
masters, and are prepared to seutle down into law-respecting, il not Lo
'.111iding Hllhjt!t‘lﬁ. Ciovernmend h:.f column has now died o natural
death ; the dme for that has passed, and what we now require is to
impose a form of yoke which will e found o press lightdy, but firmly,
and abhove all continuously, "I'o bring tis aboud iv s desivable to make
the hill tribes conscions of a presence vonstantly inc dwie midst, instead
of the bright meteorie passage of a colunmy, leaving inereased darkness
behind i, We require to establish a permanenc centre or enlighten-
ment and domination; to which Kaching will be able to come without
obstraeton from all parts and atall dmes, Instead of having to underpo,
whenever they have a complaint to nuke, the expense and discom lort ol
ivisit to Bliwmo, whepe iear and dust and alien sueronndings mike the
hachin wretehed, and he wastes day alter day at the courty Qeceed by
pericton writery, and worried by Burman underlings, he wants to have a
court held by a sympathetic oMeial, who knows his Janguage well; and
to which he can o witheut ever leaving the shelter of Qis hills,”!

bl wonedw wee Lakent feom actepuet by N, G Chodmeley o the [adiog Civil Sepvieey wha
sded SinlumaRaba, Sinee hia iy the pdminiaesitive bovder Juw sdvanced, amd rthe Dy
Britanniex establivhed  thronghout ohe Dillv g ohe eribespien recognidng in we Englishynan
iwoatrang bt o just moater whom he ey ieapeet,
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Wt suas dmpossible not to ask emeself when looking on thae splondid stream s Can it fail to
becomey before many years are pasty one of the great bighways of the worldy though so laiely
utdocked  Jor the real emtrance of Commerce, amd stilt but imporfectly set free?  Of what trade
may 18 nof hecome the chaunel P To what wations may it not open the way, along whose coasts we
are now vainly secking swn entranee that is denied us? What wew power, arts, knowledge, and
religions truth may uot crowd upreards sithin a focw years along this magnificent avenne#"

AAraQuess oF Darnousie,

LIERE s a break in the rains: i is mid-August, and we are
steaming serenely up the narrowing waters of the Hlaing,
that branch of the Irrawaddy on which Rangoon is built,
The capital alveady scems far away and the true Burma is

unfolding before my vision,  'I'he air blows [ree here over the wide
flelds, preen with the young vice 3 che little villages deploy on the water’s
edge 3 the beautilul lung boats of the people lie at anchor like ships of
vikings, ar dvawn up ashove--siccar machine carinas—mingling in the
landscape with the gardens and the palms and the brown honse-tops.
Fleve the spires of lonely monasteries cleave the air, the monks go by
in small canoes, under a nimbus of yellow glory shed by their parasols ;
the nets of the fishers spread their toils on the face of the river or loom
up like inky shrouds over the verdant fields, Idere the sailing-boats
speed by and the whice gleams of their sails flash over the country-side as
they sweep along their secret highways invisible to the eye. They look
very beautiful, and a little mysterious, for the crecks lie low below the
level of the fields, and the great sails only pattern the ajr, One can
follow in this way the winding of a creek, although one cannot see it
and for my part Tam never tired of tracing the white flash of their wings
as they speed over these hidden inland waters, "The river banks are gay

123



124 THIS SIT.KEN BAST

at intervals with vast plantations of the Dhanni paim, whose green and
orange blades curve and shimmey under every breatlt of the passing
wind,  But » full howr is aecomplished before the ship gees clear of the
suburbs of Rangoon, and into the heare of the countyy,

Near Rangoon iwsell there s o different pleturey seareely Jess
attractive 3 for the river pulses there with the life of @ great maritime
city, "Tugs with the heart of Leviathan throb gallantly on their way
carga-hoats heavily laden, wave slowly 3 sampans ereab foe ever up
and down the channel, bobbing on the waves Tike pulls g viee mills,
immense and stately, with the old-tashioned ar of Puweh houses, tower

R, =AY

up like amplibians from the edge of e witer, their pent and gabled
raods glistening with yellow dust,  Clouds of dark smoke trail away from
their lofty eliimneys, dun cataracts of hask pour incessantly from their
waste<pipes, and all dw river crinkles with lpughter w see the stall
loating helplessly away ta sea, Laong before the oudines of the Hist
preat chimney become visible vne can tell that vne is nearing the city
{rom the hushs that go deifting by,  Some day a man will find ot a
way of turning these husks to gold, and then he will grow rich and
retarn to his own country, and che river will be cavpeted no wore,
From the mills the river banks slope down to where the pefagaces and
the Auaes vide buoyantly at anchor, amd a Heing stream of moen flows
to and fro between,  Very swiftly the rice is borne away from their holds

.
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and east into the agony af the wills, thenee ta emerge anly tor it lowg
voyage to the West,  And these men at work ook from the uhip s 4lue
sweeps by like some colony ol ants industrious oncsunlic moriiog,

Over all chis world of dewadly over all the theobbing frecful life of e
river there gleams the golden belbaop of the Shwe Dagdn, serene,
majestic, slmost divine, and it s the st object wpon which the eyes
rest before the ship, swinging out of the main river, enters the Darrower
channel of the Panhlang,

As we move on, the minor incidents of travel infold themselves,
each with its inner significance, | note the superiority of the iron-roofed
monasteries over the humble tenements of the peasantyy 3 and the
prominent house of the Chinaman, pushiog his way 1o fortune, The
Burman {olk plough through the slush to the viver's edge, the Chinaman
makes for himself a wooden causeway, 1 note the signboard of the
public-house, here in the rural part of the country, with its symbols,
a scarlet tumbler and a black botile; the police stations of yellow,
loop-holed masonry, and the villages, cach like a little ruddy-purple
island in.a vast wind-ruflled sea of green,  Creek after ereck leads inland
to other centres of life, and vistas of shining palms and winding water-
courses flash before my eyes,

Gradually the face of the landscape changes, the viver passing slowly
from a tidal creck to an inland water.  No longer does my vision range
over vast deltaic spaces, ‘I'he mighuest trees, dack, cumulose, and
splendid, clothe both banks of the viver, marshalling s progress,  Miles
of glistening plantains [ollow its curved, and hedges of wll rivergras
wave over the lips of the water. "There is, in spite of tropie exubernes,
a regularity and order in the seenery which give e a parkelike character,
Red villages appear at inrervals between the river and the lines of trees,
and as the ship gous by little children bare as Adam in his beter dags,
dance and clap their hands and mimic the droning chant of the leadsnan
ag he calls the deeps of the channel, I'he more eurions of the village
folk eome ount of their houses to look at the passing show and nube
remarks about the white man on the steamer,  These are nearly alwvays
Women.

Returning rice-hoats, high out of the water, lie at anchor, waiting
for the tide to take them home, while others with bellying sails and halds
full to the brim with rvice, go gallantly down to their crallic with the
world, A stray launch sends her sheill whistle down the lane of watvrs,
bringing a bevy of laden boais in her wake,  Vlags and streamers flutter
in the air, and slow grey rafts of timber, the produce of primeval lorests,
float down the yellow stream, Tt is yellow and thick with Joam, and far
away on the fringes of the oeean it is building up a new world us in
bygone days it built up all that the eye now rests upon here,

!
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‘ L'l‘limugh the gaps it the endless avenues whieh Hine the river’s banks 1
get a glimpse of e world of wrople splenddomnr that lies beyond,
Jearbshuped eveepers cluster up the ghint trunks of wees, parrots
sheivk, and kingfishers tremble o the atr. An added riehness of colour
comes with the afternoon, "Phe trees i shadow gather new depths of
preery, and look as if they were cut in velver: ehe slant sunlight falls
with a new glory on the opposite shores, and the Tace of the river grows
beautiful with a lustrous calm,

Fevase o ask the names of villages as they pass by, to take account
of the passing hours, to count the miles.  Nothing scems here of much
aecount beside the dreamy endless viver 3 nothing of any consequence at
all i this 14 Dorado of peace,

A climax comes with the setting of the sun. At this season of the
yeary when the shy is not overcast with rain, this last hour of the day is
inexpressibly beauntifule "The river tuins to a flood of gold, and the
marble clouds beeome teansfigured in mysteries of light, Tt would be
useless to attempt the deseription of so much glory in words, the
“dhadows of a shadmy world,”

Lastly there comes the might, and the erickets cheep from the thickets
and the frogs croak from the marshy [ringes of the river, And here it
may he noted that this paradise brecds the largest and most virulent
mosquitoes i Burma,  “ Ac this place,” wrote an ambassador of
lingland & hundred years ago,  we spent a very comfortless night 3 it
s & part of the river remarkable for being infested by mosquitoes of
ant uhusual size, and eenomous beyond what 1 ever {elt in any other
country 3 twe pair of thick stockings weee insuficient o defend my
teps fram theie atiaeks,”  As long as the steaners tan at full speed the
dra L made by their movement keeps the enemy at bay 3 but the prinding
of the anchor chgios is usignal {or attack, and he invades in hordes, The
slow-tving boats of the comntry fave sorst, but o night in the Panhlang
vreek i oan experience thae all travellers willingly avoid,

YANDUON ‘10O PROMI

some time in the dawnowe pass up by Yandoon (rendezvons of all the
boms that bear the Treawaddy trade and chiefl depdt for the sale of
stinking fish) inwo the main eastern branch of the great river, It is wide
enowglt here and splendid enongh to rank by itself as a river of the world,
No longer is 1t possible to shoue across it from bank to bank, It loses
much of ity winding beauty, its hedges of glant grass, its avenues of
stately forest,  Tew sweep is too wide to be compassed at a glance, or
measured by the eye,  Immensity is now its chiel characteristic, Ii
erails away from one end of the misty horizon to the other ; it dominates
the entire landseape, and conveys the impression of 4 world of waters,

[ |



128 TS SLLKEN BAST

As we near Dontbyu there oo village on our vight potected by
embanhments wramst the fload,  All along e these embankments
enist, and the bed ot the tiver 18 bang slowly fted above the level df the,
sunoundog Lnds, Some day the tiver will buist s bonds and produce
grieat calaserophes,

"I"he hetle village s graced with a small pagoda covorcd with new gold,
On the foreshore the villige boys play at “ Association ™ foothall witly ¢
such a degiee of vivaaty and anmmation as amly the lazicst people e the
world wme capable ot Semetimes the football lally mto the tver, whaoe
it bobs helplessly o and Tro allic s eseucd and sent baek ashore with o

{ROSSENG BT CRED W

hich Trom w maked toes Phe village cattde and the village dogs reflect
in their appearanee the general prossperity, Wealth iy stamped upon
every feature of the landseape, and there s 1oom fin muany millions
mole than there are at present to shate it,

On the farther shore lies Donabyu, its impoitanee marked by i
golden pagoda and its long lines of Tron rools,  Facing iv is one ol the
many low=lying islands engulfed by the tiver in its llood season, [t is
covered with a dense forest of viver-piass, which bends under the byecae,
and is blown about like the vesses of a ginl, Here as all along the viver
the perngacos, drawn ashore and loftier than the houses, or propelled by
twenty 1owets, o1 flying like great bivds up the viver with the gale behind
them, are the {featwr e ol every landscape and objects of perpetual interest,
Buimese craftsmanship has produced nothing to suipass them.



129

TTHE LOWER COURSES

REAPERS AT DONMNABYD



130 THE SILKEN BAST

Donabyu (White-Peacock Town) has played its part in history, wld
one cannot pass it by without thinking of the brave Bandoala, whi e
all in vain o stem the tide of British invasion,  Rangoon had fready
fallen and the hopes of the cnimtry were centred in the litde town with
its forvress and its garrison of {ifteen thousand men,

“‘I'he main work,” as the historian tells, * was a stockaded parallelo-
gram of one thonsand yards by seven hundred, which was on the bank
well above the level of the river, On the river face were filty cannon of
carions calibre, whilst the approach on the land side was defended by
two outworks, Ceneral Cotton's foree carvied the lirst stuckade a1 the
point of the bayonet, but was repulsed from the main wark, Captains
Cannon and Rose being killed and che greater number of the men
killed ov wounded,  General Cotpon then retreated down the viver
waiting for reinforcements,  dir Archibald Camphbell, the Commander-
in-Chief, who was advancing nurth up the valley of the Tlaing, lell back,
established his headquarters at Tenzada and proceeded down: ihe river,
On arrival hefore Donabyu be consirueted batteries of heavy ardllery,
the enemy making numerous sorties with a view of intecrupting the
work, When the hatteries were completed they opened a fire of shot,
shell, and rockets, and next day the Burmans were discovered o be in®
ful]l retreat. 'This was subsequently found to be due to the death of
Bandoola, who had been killed by the bursting of a shell,”

Again, a little later, a Dacoit chiel held for a litde while a British
force at bay at Donabyu, But the cale is an old one fading swifltly
into the past, 'The rice-fields in their season wave yellow in the midst of
Bandoola’s entrenchments, and a grave or two and lines of grass-covered
ramparts are all that survive of that episode,

I'wo hours north of Donabyu there become visible for the first 1ime
the blue outlines of those hills which henceforth to the uttermost
northern fronder are never absent from the landscape,  Av noon the
river spreads over immense areas, encireling islands and flooding the
low=lying tracts, At two o’clock it still continoes immense, but is less
scattered.  Numerous villages deploy on its hanks, many of them large
and flourishing, But a village here makes in truth but o small feature in
the landscape, little move than a line between vast spaces of cloud-
emblazoned sky and dun water. Palmyras mark its pregence and the
Lapering spires of pagodas and monasteries lifu it up to some livtle dignity,
Women clad in the one garment that does not detract from their
natural beauty, come down with their pitchers to the water, and the
children elad in nothing, plunge into it and swim, as happy and as much
at home in the bountiful river as they are on land.

The colours at this season (August) vary with the rain, which comes
down in purple sheets, blotting oul whole traets of the horizon, while
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the sanlight pours and flames on the rest of the circle. The only
monatony is that of space,
, As we near Tenvada, the apex of the Delta, the river makes a splendid
curve and the waste of waters looks like the opening of a sea,

AL Tlenzada the people aie busy at prayer and the chant of the
warshippers is borne in measured cadence over the dark face of the river.
Within, the raised highways are lined with the trays of Burmese maidens,
wlhose clear brains were meant for the business of life, as their eyes,
dark and lusirous, were asswiedly meant for love, Near at hand the
rollicking Chinaman does a roming trade at the eating-houses and
liquor-shops, Small boys play at marbles on the highway in the thick
of the traffic, "I'he wind blows where it lists, amongst the stately palms
and the tinkling summits of monasteries and fanes.

'I'he late evening brings us Lo Myanoung, And this is what Myanoung
looks like at evening, on a day in the rainy season,

l.ofty embankments protect it from the river floods, Tall palms 1ise
up in procession about these highways, and cluster in stately gioups
beside the water,  'The embankment highway escaping from the
tenemennts, cleaves its way thiough the country-side parallel to the river,
Marshy hollows, the relics of some inundation, flank it on the one side, a
muddy cattle-track scored with the hoof-prints of the driven beasts
runs below it on the other, Vast spaces, emerald-gicen with rice, stretch
away to the foot of the blue mountains which shut out the western sca
from the home of the Burman, Up there in their faginesses elephants
in herds roam unmolested through the primeval forest, the sambhar
bellows in the dense thickets, the tiger and the panther stalk their prey,
and the stray Chin alone stands for the supremacy of man,

'The scene that is thus unfolded before the eyes is one of distinct
beauty ; a fenst of colour in its way. 'The sky, laden with heavy rain-
clouds, runs the whole gamut of the spectrum. , But when the sun goes
down and the clouds chance to gather in an unbroken canopy overhead
they become a burden upon the spirit, The world grows small, the
motionless air lies heavy on the lids of earth, the soul of the ghectator 1s
prisoned within the universal gloom. It is at such times that the white
man, whose destiny has brought him here, fecls himself an alien and
alone, T'he merry people, the blue hills, the shining river, are phases
only of his exile, Pestiferous insccts fall in hecatombs into his food and
leave their malodorous trail in his hair, Vicious ones inflame the tender
places on hisskin, T'he dank air creeps into his blood, the loneliness sours
his heart and breaks his nerve. "Tinkle of pagoda bells, rustling breezes
in the palms, the murmur of the river ; what are these but aspects of
an endless mondtony ? e would give them all for the sound of an
Iihglishwoman’s voice, the sight of an English pasturc-land in spring.

h A

]



132 THE SILKEN LAST

Myanoung, like most of the wwns along this portion of the river’s,
cowse, stands on the vight bank ; for it is this right bank which is most
protected against the river floods, At Myanoung the presente Deltg
18 stric Ly 2t an end, but it may he said to eatend to the elifl of Akouk-
taung, which juts out inte the viver like the ram of a man-af~war some
miles (arther north,

The ¢lifl of Akoub~tiung has an interest that corresponds o s
steiking appearance,  T'he name implies the ** Customs L™ and it i
the universal tradition in Burma that in bygone, but sull historic days,
it marked the limit of the sea and the point at which the Customs dues
were levied, It stands three hundred feet out of the water, and its
scarped face 18 riddled with caves, containing images of Gautama, the
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Buddha, and the members of the Sacred Orvder, "['wice during the
sccond war it gas held in force by a grandson of Bandoola, and was
arvied by storm by the British troops,  1lere nuder the massive ledges
the stream of the river runs yeryg swifuly, and as we pass under iv the
Lthrobbing steamer makes slow progress,  Buffaloes swimming across
the swiltest part of the current are borne away like matchwood, Above
Akouk-taung the river is {lanked by hills on hoth its banks, and in the
vista between lies Prome, a dark headland protruding into the waters,

'I'he city upon nearer approach presents an attractive appearance.
[ts green hanks are shaded by an avenue of trees, cach of which is &
beautiful object in itsell, A broad road with white railings runs parallel
with the water—the King’s highway from Rangoon to Prome. Behind
i, through masses of green [oliage, peep out the dark red roafs of
Iuropean houses, '[he river, with no licence to spread its waters,
flows here in one broad deep stream, full up from shore to shore, All
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_along the west the sky-line is broken by a range of hills whose slopes aie
"laid out with custard-apple orchaids ranged with the regularity of the
vine, ,As the sun comes out from under the giey clouds, and shines on
the ripples of the river, on the grassy slopes and spreading foliage, thete
is created an impression of indescribable cheeriness, and all that one
looks upon promises well of the city,

CHAPTER XII
PROME

ETWEEN the river and the road is the little club of Prome,

with its white tennis court outside and its tables within,
spread with pictures and papers from England. Once a week
to this serene little island of Kuiopean life there is brought
the news of a greater world than is contained within the seas of Burma,
Beyond it, on the ram that juts into the river, is the house of the Distiict
Magistrate, It is flanked by a lofty court-house, where all day long the
business of empiie is transacted ; the punishment of one, the lifting up
of another, the asscssment of revenue, the weighing of money in the
treasmyy scales, the writing of those letters, repoits, and tabulated
papers, whose turgid volume is slowly swallowing up the mstinct of
Imperial rule ; for the East loves a Man,

Overlooking the pleasant roadway stand, almost beyond 1ecognition,
the tree-clad remains of two gryphons that once marked the water-gate
of the city, Beyond these the river spreads out to a vast circular sheet
of water, restrained only by the embankment, along which the highway
runs, A few paces bring one to the bazaar, that centre of life in every
Jiastern town, Outside, under the green boughs of the gold mobur and
the padonk, there is a culnn}r of large Yellow umbrellas fixed in the soil
nndet which there sit the fruit and vegetable dealers driving a brisk
tiade.

They love, these delightful souls, to sit out here in the fresh morning,
and willingly take their chance of sun and rain. Laughter and joy are in
the air, cheeriness is writ on the faces of the passers-by, there is colour
in every detail, The scene is interesting by the hour, How different
to its Indian fellow of the same name, in the happy laughter-loving
note that brightens its life !

The great iron building which spreads its wings above the al fresco
shops is more favouied by the dealers in silks and shawls, in Birmingham
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trinkets and the embroidered trappings of horses, For an iron building
in the British style, it is not wholly bad 1 two quadrangles Jie open to
the sky and they are full of shrabs and grasses ; and under the irgn the
tong aisles of stalls are tenanted by the prectiese givls of Prome, They
come here in the early moinings ene by one and open their stalls,
shaking their silhs to the light, tll the whole tieh interior s filled with
the shimmer of the beautiful fabric 3 with the glint of pink and green
pawas, ol gorgeous gawnghanngs, of layers of many=haed prisors ranged
in order on the shelves, and coils of the solt raw silk, vivid and beautiful,

Tn the midst of this Tairy-land of colonr the daughters of the ity pass

the day 5 here they sivand stumber, make ingenuous toilets before the
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world, gossip and play and fir, and lemn more of Jife and human
nature than many more important people.  ‘They are gifted with the
clearest vision ; and there is no shrewder rader, no keener judge of
character, no wittier person of her age and sex than the girl who sits
here in a silken glamour, with thanaka on her face and a flower in her
hair, And yet a stall here is seldom taken up as a purely business
gpeculation.  Its attraction lies in this, that all men come sooncr or
later to the silk bazaar,

Qutsicle the roads are lined with rich avenucs of trees and houses,
most of which are neat and attractive, Flowers are grown in {ront of
the doorways ; here a cluster of roses, there a line of pink and yellow
balsams. In [roni of one house, making a cool green screen between it
and the road, is a trellis work of posts covered with the betel-vine, It
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is the house of Saya Pal, maker of the gold lacquer-ware for which his
town is famed, [ is lifted high on posts and he meets me at the foot
of his stairs shekoing on his
knees. 1 cannot discover
any servility in the attitude
or in the action as he
perfoims it, It scems to
me suggestive only of good
manneis, ‘The old man,
whose face is that of an
artist, is clad only in a
waist-cloth and 18 un-
ashamed., Why shonld he
be ashamed ?

His daughter, a pretty
girl of sixteen, langhingly
shakes hands—1Iinglish
fashion, Timidity and self-
possession make a little
battle in her face, but
she is a woman to her
finger-ups, and her father’s
kneeling attitude thiows
no shadow on her self-
respect,  Upstans, in the
large living-room, with its
bedsteads and mosquito
curtaing, Mah Soo, the
wile of the Saya, mecets
us, a pictme of what
pretty  girls in Burma
come to; fat and round
of face, with a calm ecye
and no illusions ; dowager-
like, There is no mystery
in a Burmese house, and
the Saya welcoming me
within, takes me beyond
this room into another
narrower, but  more
cheerful, in which he
works at his art, A Burmese harp, worked in with a graceful pattern
in black and gold, is on the stocks, and beyond it theie 1s a
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baraweik bird wlinting with fresh mosaie,  ‘The old ‘man, stonping
to show respeet, explaing that the body of the harp it cut from
the padork tree, and the curving bow of it from e acacia carechn,
'The sounding board is of varnished deer-shin, and the strings are’
of twisted #ilk,  Tea-tables for Furopean customers, and manu-
script Doxes iluminated with stories from the Zas, (or use in the
monasteries, are amongst the objeets upon whit:_h the Saya lavishes his

skill.

Beyond chis simple atelicr there is a baleony deched with roses and

JACK FRUIT

open to the sky,  High above it cluster the broad leaves of palin-trees,
between whose dark boles there is {ramed a beautiful picture—~the red
roofs and climbing spires and great gold bulb of the Shwe San Daw
Pagoda, Tt is here that the Saya when he is resting from his lnbours
pays his devotions, It is a serenc and beautiful oratory in which any
man might pray,

The Saya is growing to be an old man now and the things of the spirit
are increasingly with him, One can see the change in his eyes, in the
gentle inflexton of his voice, and in the subdued tones of the silken skirt
he wears when he goes abroad, 1'ame has come to him in her devious
way, She has brought him framed diplomas from cexhibitions in Calenita
and Rangoon, which he hangs upon his walls, e is ready, he says, to

»
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tike any orders the thakin may be pleased to give him, FHis wife, a
" practical soul, is more direct,

“ What,” she inquires, the betel trickling at her lips, ¢ has His Worship
‘come to buy ¢ ¥’

But there is no pressure, no solicitation ; least of all any trace of that
covert discourtesy with which some shopmen frighten sensitive people
into purchasing goods they do not desire, These good people are well
bred in their way; there is a
Viennese politeness about them
the Graben could do no better,

Some little way from Saya Pah’s
in another quarter of the town, |
enter the house of a Kathé weaver,
where, in the squalid gloom, rich
patterns grow into beauty on the
sitken looms, It is not easy to distin-
guish  between a Kathé and a
Burman, but close observation
reveals a difference, some elusive
hint of race, rather than any marked
difference of feature, Many genera-
tions ago the ancestois of the Kathé
were brought here, prisoners of war,
to Burma, and they are now of the
soil,  But they still talk the Manipur
tongue, the language of their fore-
fathers, and they employ a teacher
of their own to teach their children
how to write it, The old weaver
who speaks is a 1aciturn and gloomy .
man, and the burden of his talk is [N :
of a decaying and unprofitable A DAUGIIRR OF T1IE SOIL
industry,

“ Twenty years ago,” he says, looking in the dust—** twenty years ago
I sold a hundred puzsoes where now I sell ten.”

He will vouchsale no explanation ; but he knows it is due to the
competition of cheaper Western fabrics, and the passing away of the
Royal court,

Tt is a paor-locking quarter, this famous quarter of the silk-weavers of
Prome, and there is 4 whole strcet of Kathés. Seeing that they are of the
Hindu persuasion, it is no long way from them to the housc of Brahmin,
The master is away at Rangoon ; but his wife, a comely woman, reccives
me. She laughs, and says that if I am going to photograph her, she
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must go e and change her dress. Hler hasbane keeps the sehool tor the
Manipuii children,  Shie looks ke a Burman, but states that she and her
people keep to 1oles of caste, and only maryy within the proper Jimits,
Buddhism has at least taught her to come out rom darkened chambers’
into the sunlight of lile,

[ go lrom her to the house of a painter and find him busy with his
assistants over a large canvas destined for a theatve,  Me does a consider
able business in portaits, which he achieves by painting splendid
backgiounds and fine clothes and putting in tor the lace a photograph.
""his compromise is eminently satisfying to his customers, and it is
certain that an air of reality is imparted to the photogiaphs by theiy
curious setting.

Burmese art s still in its infancy 3 but it has this of merit at least,
chat it is alive. A Burmese painter is quite prepared to grapple with any
subject, {rom a sunset o a bullalo fght. Crude as his efforts are, it
has always given me pleasure to come into contact with the Burmese
painter, Forhe has the true spitit of the artist, He will come when you
send for him to your house, clad in his best sith puzsor and whitesy
muslin coat (his manners being the fine manners of his race), and he
will sheko and crouch down on the floor and cavty himself as it he had
been brought up at court, Flis aiv will be one of the pravity that befies
ceremonial occasions, and he will say phaya (*° my loed *) at che proper
intervals,  But gradually as che plan you put before him unfolds before
hig vision, a light will come into his eyes, 4 new pose into his stouping
figure, He will enter enthusiastically into your prapogals, and vow o
accomplish a pictute that will please you. Tle ds always quite sure that
he can do what is wanted and that he can do it better than any of his
conternporaries,  And sometines he will do i, and sometimes he will
not (for the ardour cools) 3 and neatly always you will have to wait a
long time and send him delicate remiaders betare he will being it to
completion,

Perhaps the best painter {in Burma is Saya Chone of Mandalay, [l
has painted several pictures for me, and wpon all of thiem he has inscribed
in gold the cryptic symbol * No. 1. [ believe thae e means it to tefa
to the excellence of his work,  But the last time E saw my (tjend in
Mandalay he was gloomy and dejected.  Flis ardowr did not equgl
mine for the production of & picture of the Lei-dwin-Mingala, that
beautiful festival of the Kings of Burma which took place ofice 4 year,
when they went out in the spring-time with a pair ol white oxen in
harness of gold (o plough & furrow outside the Royal capital,

“You are not yoursel{, my friend,” {said, *Ts it not well with youp ”

“Luis il with me,” he answered, ¥ At does noe pay, 1 will become
tracler in rice.”
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And then he tatked of the disindination of people to buy pictuies
and pay tor them, of che dedine in Phdngyr-Byans (the monk burnings),

at which of old his pictures found 4 matket, ,
“ Naw, tice, sit,™ he said, “is 4 much more profitable buaness 3 but”’

the Let-dwin-Mingala is a good subject, and { will paine at for your

honout.”

"I'his he eventually accomplished,
Passing on by a neighbouring silversmith's, where diagons and

clephants are shaping into form on the bulging sides of bowls and betel-
hoxes, T enter the Chinese quarter,  Shoemakers are numerous hetey
and the produce of their woil is exported a lang way from Prome. There

BURMLST PAINTING
Anahduction,  Polloemnn to the tescuwd  The groom offess o bribao

15 no creature on ¢arth more industrious than che Chingse cabhler, and
you will sce him all over Burma, from dawn o midnight, in the gloom
of his shop, a stoping yellow figure with awl and needle in hand,
surrounded by a bost of shoes,  There are wwo joss-houses in Prome,
representing the twe sections of the Chinese community, those Long-
coats and Short-codts who live apart and do not love cach other, o
one of these a number of Chinese tads are at school, painting alphabets
with laborious care and astonishing skill.  No pen can compare for
suppleness with the Chinese brush, A grey monolith within the walls
records in letters of gold the names and contiibutions of the builders
of the temple, Tts roofs and eaves are richly ornamented with fgures
of men and animals, The other joss-house is in a different style
double-storied, like a private house, and ir opens on the sticer. Within
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. two men dre lying on tables, lost in opium drecams ; huddled figures
unconscious of the world, A third, who is cheerily at work, plaiting
a basket, makes me weleome,  Upsiains there is an élll;u*, and there are
some (ine paper lanterns large enough to hide a man in,  Adjoining this
temple is a lotty building,
the  dwelling house and
place of buginess of the
opium {atmer.

A pleasanter spectacle
awaits me at the house
of  a cigar-maker, A
number of laughing girls
stand outside, very daintily
dressed, and the whole
front  of the howse s
searlet with the tasselled
hibiscus, Within lic Lhe
materials  for the day’s
waork, the raw Lobaceo
and the broad leaves in
which it is to be wrapped.
Al the work is done by
hand and nearly every girl
in Burma can roll a cigar,
The indigenous article is
a  monster clght inches
long, consisting of
chopped wood, tobacen,
molasges, and  various
herbs, wrapped in e
silver-white  gkin ol a
hambao ; and so wide in
diameter that it coni-
pletely fills ap the mouth
of any young danisel wha
tries Lo smoke it Por WOOD-C ARVING
presentation purpases this
lung cheradt is often wrapped at anc end in & coat of purple ot
gold papet. L aceumulates 4 formidable mass of fire at the lighted end
and pequires some &k;)l it the smoking.,  But the Butman infant acquires
this skill before hé dan walk, and while he is still at the breast, Na one
thinks of smoking sucli a cigar through, "I'wo or three long puifs, the
lipy o8 thie stmoker thust oot to meet the circle of the cigar, and it is put
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down ot passed on to some good tellow sitting by, "Uhis old tashioned .
chieroot is gradually giving way to the cigar of rolled tobacco ane the
tifling clgaretie -
[eaving now the thotoughfares of the town, 1 ddimb by red staits and
nartow lanes, under the shelter of yellow heatted champake 1o the
summit of the hill that dominates the aty. Heve hall a cenwury ago
the British battalions wete quaitered ; but ttaces of their accupation
bave all but passed away, Here on the camping giounds the red cattle
now graze, the partiidge calls, and the hare finds a shelier tor her young,
"T'he voadways aie choked with tropical thickets, A great view spreads
away over the heads of the dark palmyras and dewse woods to the clowd
embattled hovizon,  "The tiver, very broad, hes at one’s fect, toailing
away in the south to the spurs uf the Pegu hills and the ram of Akouk-
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taung, One can look over the crest of the opposite hills, patterned with
orchards to the distant blue of the Arvakan Yoma, A fresh air, of which
there s no hint down among the tenements, blows aboue the summits,
and one realises that here, if anywhere in Prome, is the place o live.
The prospect is so cheerful chat every one who comes to Prome should
climb up here to look upon it, 'The traveller along the river Tevels,
beautiful a¢ they are, can form noe idea of the woild that expands (rom
every one of the peaks that erown the valley of the Inawaddy.

LHalf-way down the lnllon the further side, under the spreading boughs
of « bombay, there is an open gayar which aflords exquisite Hitele glimpses
of blue water and mountains,  Flere pious elders come to meditate,
turning their rosaries by the hour,  'Che Burman's lave of nature s
not to be ledint from his writings or his words, but from his choice of
beautiful places like this in which to pray and ponder on the transitori-
itens of e, On a neighbouting hill stands the mast beautitul abject in
Prome, the Shwe San Daw Pagoda,
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There are four approaches o it, on the norih, south, cast, and west ;
atid cach of these is of a hundeed steps ; but the most frequented of all
is the porthern approach.  tHere a pair of white gryphons tower above
the 1oad and a stream of worshippers flows between them, Children,
running naked, dive and splash in the open culvert, and thrust their
heads from below through the open spaces between the planks, over
which the good-humoured

: WLV ONe sl e
er:nﬁ:fd passes an.  lvery one gy 8 57
carries his shoes in hig hands, 7 gy /;i g
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and a notice over thearchway Y Gl ;
S L ! G g

requests “ all but Kuropeans
and Asiatic Englishmen ™ to 272
remove the covering (rom "l 5

The long flight of pillars, & 3 -
in vermilion and gold, leads
{romthe crouching gyphons
to the last step and flagged
pavement of the temple,
making a vista of striking
beauty ; and up and down
this avenue, lit with the slant
tays of the sun, the wors
shippers pass with flowers in
their hands, cheroots ac their
lips, and plety on their {aces,
"I'wo lads with a clanging hell
hung from a pole; children
whio can scarcely compass the
widel of the stairs § groups
of laughing girls; old folk
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with trembling  limbgof
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such 1§ the ascoending ane o

descending throng,  Under .

the veemilion columnd 8t b gy wusat o1 ThL BURMYSE ARTISE
the hﬂggﬂl‘ﬁ and ]ﬂpﬂl‘ﬁ of IMigd Beggar and Cicved Vigwio

Prame.  Here 8 one, a

woman hideously disligured, with a child an her knees, whose face is
yet unscarred by the fell disease, And there are others, wpon whose
faces there ig the look of men 1o whom life has nothing left to offer,
Latellect, will, hope, all have gone, and only the sad mortal dis-
figuted husk remaing, "These poor creatures sit here, a piece of rag
or i broken bowl spread before them, ton weary of life o make
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any other appeal than that which is involved in their presence, to the
passers-hy,

On the placform all is beantiful. Under the ragormg st the sammit
af the stairs, a party of women Is knceling, their figures cat in dark outs
line against the blaze of gold beyond. All round the central fane, wihicls
towers cighty feet into the air, the worshippers are assembled @ little
children with fowers in their hands and faces solemn as they can make
them ; women in gilken skirts bowing low before the object of their
adoration 3 men gilendy turning their beads or praying with loud
voices, And up the long flight of eastern stairs there come, EIMETEing
suddenly intg this world of sunlit splendour, growing girls with trays of
pink balsams heaped high upon their heads; and aged men in black
and purple tartans, with white muslin fillets bound about their brows,
T'o these last the long ascent is a work of real merie, for they are nearing
the limits of life,

All here is gracious and beautiful, such a harmony of genuine piety
and cxterior beauty as makes one’s heart glad, "Uhere s no sev worship,
no shutting up within doors 3 neither gloom not aflectation.  The men,
the wamen, and the little children are genuinely happy in their devotians,
and they worship here under the blue sky and in the golden sunlight,
ncarer in this than the rest of the praying world to heaven.  In ather
fands where the fibre is strong and prone to excess they would convert
it all into pricsteraft, or some mere seealar cult of the beautiful ; into
some gloomy mystery or indecorous amusement,  Heve the simplicity,
the natural piety, some gentle quality of equilibriam in the blood of
this people, combined with an instinet that is profoundly artisele, enable
them to offeet a great compromise,

From the Jolty platform of the pagoda, ratsed far above the neigh-
bouring country, there expands one of those views which are the glory of
Burma. T'he central chord of all is the greau river, flowing in copper-
coloured shade and silver light below the western bulwark of hills,
Northwards it spreads out into a wide lake with the flush af evening on it,
and beyond it the soft green hills are it by che sunshine, hiee to 1oan
over them ; and the colouring is as tender as that of the hills beyendd
Florence as "(urner saw them on a spring day from Fiesole,  Eastwarels,
in the direction of the ancient city of "hare-Kettaya—long deades
spreacs a lowland country rich with groves of tamarind and droopiug
patms, and rice-ficlds flooded wich the rain,

The pagoda is a mass of gold, and the lour-square platform, with at
area of 12,000 feot, i4 sct about with chapols richly carved, in which are
counitless figures of the Buddha in the three actitudes in which the
great teacher is depicted, His feacures run the gamut of o facy in
crttemplation, {rom sensaal lips and e coarse profile that come Trom

-
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PROME 147

~ India, to the idealised being conceived by the soul of this people. There
are rows of bells, slung (rom wooden crossbeams and inscribed with pious
texts and the names of those who gave them ; there are masses of gold
mogaic which coruscage in the sun, trees of red-gold bearing green and

?

purple fruit, and at the
eight points of the com-
pass the symbols of the
plancty, depicted in gold
on scarlet pillars.

An old blind beggar,
crouching on the flag
stones ol the platform,
looks up at the pagoda,
and asks an alms with
astonishing fervour and
encrgy, You would not
know that he was doing
s0, for he appears Lo be
addressing  the golden
bulb before him, Pro-
truding mobile lips, con-
centrated ate, furrowed
brow, stentorious voice——
surely a vory singular
figure,

Worshippers passing by
clang the bells with deer-
horps § in a remote side-
chapel & woman and het
pretiy daughtes, holding
Howers 1o their hands,
pray alane before 8 coms
pany of ¢olossal Buddhias,
'T'he last rays of the
getting sun fall on the
ted~gold fabric, wrapping
it in 4 haze of glovy ; the
fregh rain-clear air blows
amangst the lietle bells 4
trays of delicate pink fowers on altars exhale faint odours; all is serenc
and strangely beautiful, here on this noble summit under the spaces of
heaven,

It is lictle wonder they come up here to worship, Little wonder that

SHFIXNYVI TEAJIN'K
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they do not wish to change their By, and all it imcans o them, for any -
other on catth,

As the stats come out and the dusk of evening overrakes wey T pasy
a provession on the way, A small lad swings manfully in tront under a
double burden of flowers slung in baskets from s poly, which fall in
magses and sprays of pink and blue and yellow and white, and an old
man follows belind in white muslivn robies, bearing « little trisngular
bings bedl, and calling upon people by the way to coneribute their quoti
of flawers for the service of the pagoda, What could lie more beautiful 2

CHAPTER XIII
TO THAYETMYO

EIE, bayrier of the hills facing Prome, which seem strung in a

single line, opens out on & neater view, and the main ridge

isoseent to tecede a hall-mile into the background, The inter-

space is made up of green glades and small streams, of fields
of Indian corn, solitary palmyras, and splendid mango and teak, Red
hamlets cluster about the edges of the tiver, and a monastery gpire
cleaves the ait,  [n the background the hilly slopes are covered with
maze of custardeapple ovchards,  Vhe nawural leatures are of marked
beauty, and one reflects that in a civilised country this favoured spot
might bear « famous nime,

After Po U Daung, the oppesite hills on the cast take up the tale of
beauty, and looking up-streamt T can see the river in 4 narow gap
hetween blue headlands,  Passing chrough this defile, we come to Kama,
with its white grypbons staring acrogs thie water,  Later, the spectacle
presented on the vastern shore i one of hillslopes and grassy knolls of
the liveliest green, splendid trees in bloom, falling curtaing of creepers,
tiver-grasses silver-tufted, and feathery bushes of the wild plum,
Through this tempting world the highway runs, its black 1ailings in a
line atong the 1iver, the telegraph wires overhead, Scattered palms and
the roafs of a monastery proclaim the approach to the station of Palaw,
Up north, « mountain spur conies down to the river's edge, and beyond
this lies 'Nhayetmyo, the old-time frontier-town of British Burma,  Iis
wide roofs glisten in the sun, and behind it a blue hill, cwin 1o the
nearcr one, stretelics away na norch- westerly direction,

[ am now on the thieshold of the “ Dry Zone,” and the picture is
already changing from rain curtaing and drilting squalls ta epal clowcds
ane the features of a laughing summer, The grassy glades chae mark the

-
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. Tiver between Prome and Thayetmyo are a new feature in the landscape,
and they afford a welcome relief to eyes weary of the wealth of unbroken
forest.,, 'I'he grass covers the high red cliffs with a mantle like velvet,
and falls in showets down the litde gullies to the water’s edge. At
Thayetmyo [ pass {rom all the gracious circumstances of Burmese life
to 4 town born of half a century of foreign military tenure. "'he main
street along the banks of the iiver is a low-type reproduction of an
Indian barzaar; brick houses, built in execrable taste, flank it on either
hand ;5 navives of India flock in it, and the Burman here looks like ¢
stranger in his own land, Stray pagodas elbowed by court-houses and
sentry-boxes, reflect in theiv derclict appearance the change that has
come over the settlement. It is in many ways a disagrecable metamor-
phosis ; most of all perhaps, in the warning it conveys of a future,

TITE KAMA " NATRY

that to the pessimistic scems inevitable, when all the gaicty and the
charm and the ecase and plenty of Burmese life will he overlaid, if
not annihilated, by the squalor and the indigent prose of an Indian
proletariat,

Yet to do this new town af our ereation justice, one must come away
from the bazaar, from the company of the squalid Madrasi, the Hindu
sweet-geller and the Musulman pedlar, to the military cantonment
of which all these are the parasites.t

Flere thete are fair wide roads and splendid avenues, a fortress, a
cligrch, a racecoutse, and & palo-ground, White men in uniform, with
little cands, come swinging down the roads; men from Hdsex; from
Yarkshive, and, from Enniskillen ; bearded Sikhs from the Punjab, and
ruddy Afridis from the Afghan hotder, Here of an afternoon the thunder
of hgafs/is hegrd on the polo-groand, the clang of the time-keeper’s

7 / '
U THayetmpd hae singe cesed to be o militaey custenment; the legions have gone further
tiorthe

]
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gong, the swish and elich of stick and ball; and stiong men lw panting
on the grase in the intervals between the dhkkeri, i the evenng the
bugles of England peal out in the alien it and junior subalteras procaim
the health of “"The King.”  #"The King=—Guod bless him,™

To this extent, at leasy, thete is compensation for the change that has
come aver the Buamese settlement,

'Vhere is compensation and there is the price. Lonk at it, A strean
fows through 1, its fAood having lefi the long mass stooping on its
hardets, T'wo black bridges crons o at each end. The place s more like
some gloomy patk in Hades, than the acre we call Grad’s, Tt s far
from thie hauns of living men,  Thete & no chutehi here to bear the
lone graves fellowship, no ivy covered walls, no Foaglish fuswers. e i
the resting-place, you undeistand, of men who have died in an dien
land. The price of emplre,

fiven here they hey as they tived, with wide spaces round them, An
acit 01 two Is of little account in a waste of jungle, Tn one corier rest
the maortal 1emaing of the man who made the Arakan mountain-road,
“worn out by exertions too greal for his physical {rame,” in another
i5 the tomh of one whow life closed early, an cusign of tweney-three,
Nat far from him lies & young Englishwoman, . . .

All is solitude, save where from a remote corner of the wide desolate
place thete comes a scent of incense, A pacty of Tamils, wigh lighted
tapers placed on the tomb before them, is going through some strange
litany, Here along, amidst all these graves, is thete one (hat, is linked
in any way with the living world about it Ag to rhe vest « they le fon
the most patt forgotten; che generation o which they belongrd hag
passed away,

There is an hony in the one and only symptam of living temembrance,
for it savonis more ol some half-savage rite than of « Chiristian ecremony,
The flickering tapers, the burden of incense, the uncouth litany, only
deepen the isolation of those other dead, What have they in comumon,
but their common mortality ?

CHAPI'LR XTIV
A SIDE 1SSt

TRIUS and Aldebaran and <hivalrous Orion glisten i the rain-
washed shy, Venus hangs like a splendid jewel over the gace-

ays of the dawn, At four o'clock all 18 durk save the ewinkling
firmament overhead, At five the dawn, blushing and beauciful,
caomey forth and the stars pale and the river quickeny with swirling life,

X
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TIE MINDON ROAD

. By this time T am well on the Mindon 10ad 5 the grass a-twinkle with
the dew, the thickets, far as my ear can reach, melodious with the matin-
song of doves, Tt seems to me as if T have come upon the Spring and
cdught her unawates; Spring laughing and asttay in the teriitories of
summer,  Pale musts lie i the valley of the river and along the skirts
of the mountaing, adding by then ecthereal lightness to the spiritual
beauty of the morming. "Then the sun tises, making an avch of red-gold
on the horvizon, and in a little while, wide shafis of Light ai1c abioad in
the green glades and on the bared highway, Tt is a beautiful road,
laid out on the swelling uplands that gradually chimb, broken by little
valleys and tivers, to the threshold and so to the summits of the Arvakan
Yoma, The outlines of the Yoma are visible from here, of that clanty
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cambined with sofiness, that is only attained in a country of distant
hotizons after days of min.  Splendid trees and delicate grasses border
the highwaey on cither side: the great teak with her clustering
flowers ruddy against the blue sky; the feathery palm, the versatile
acaciy,

At Nathé there s a rest-house on 4 hill and a police post with & trifling
stockade round it, But the guard-house of solid teak is interesting, The
basement fs a prison for malefactors on their way to be tried by a
magistrate, 1 s consiracted on the principle of a tiger’s CAe—IWO
compargraénts, anly one of which is open at the same time, This
makes 4 rash impossible. "The upper stoty is reached by a ladder and a
drawbridge, Lt is loop-holed; and Eurnished with handcuffs and log-
irons and tows of daks. Tt is/buile on a knoll, half-surrounded by a
stregty which; i ctotsed iy wagden beidge. A little way off, outside

&

these envfenchments, s ¢he' palisade of huts in which live the wives

¥
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and children of the guard,  Acrogs the road is thelr patch of Indian
carn,

f'rom here we go on over hill and dale 6l we come 1o Kyaukgyi,
Behind me rides a Sikh troaper,

“The 8ikh,” he complacently observes,  do great work for the Raj.
They are brave men, ready to die 5 but they aie quict, orderly, obadient,
and quarrel with no one. The Pathan also s a fine man, buy turbulent
and pagsionate ; veckless in moments of anger,”

Flere are the two fundamental types of men. They have bravery in
common j in all else they differ a3 the ardent Celo from the sober
Teuton, Both have found a foreign master, and here, three thousand
miles away [tom their native homes in the plaindands of the Manjha,
the lighlands of Tirahy diey fight side by stde for the glory of che emipice,
and help to heep its peace.  Splendid material—half-savage at the core

« heve  they  have  bee

/s cetne dagile strumpents

of civilisation, panchers
Lieading out the corn,

The Sikh iy ewlusive
and  mingles litele with
the people of the soil.
Only 4 bad five per cent
marey the wamen  here
and  are  outeasted e
cordingly,  V'he Meaham-
TEWES S0l medans  upiversally  ake

ON THE ROAD wives,  Many are seeeling

dowiy, maioly as  eattle

owners,  Fvery Sikh of the garvison at Mindon keeps 4 cow, and the

milk, he will tell you, keeps him well, The instinet of the pastoyal

Aryan is strong in the man from the Punjab,  Butter and milk, these
are (he good things he craves afeer,

“In time, Presence,” observes the trooper, *all Burma will beeame
like the Punjab”  Absie omen,

At Kyaukgyi there Is a 1ese-house on a hill-tap, overlooking the felds
of rice and the thaiched roofs of the hamlet. A swift ted stream
flows past it, animated by rain that fell three days ago in the distane
moufitaing,  “Ihe country all around s broken, undulating, richly
wooded ; an amphitheatre surtounded by hills, [t is a splendid summer
day.  Butterllies twinkle in the sunlight, wind-waves swoep over the
young rice-fictds, oriofes flash golden wings us they speed from shade to
shade ; and the blue heaven is patterned with white elouds of restless
beauty. The full tide of summer is here, pet the air s tool and the tropics

*
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manifest only in the vivid sunlight and the rich trappings of the
world.

[ is true also that all the eye rests upon from here is fever-haunted ;
tainted with a subtle poison that enters in and destroys the blood, cven
4 one i exulting in its beauty, ‘The people are grateful for presents of
quinine,

We leave Kyaukpyi at three in the afternoon, and two miles of travel
bring us Lo the bauks of the Pani river, [ am making a dash for Mindon,
a matter ol some sixty miles, during a break in the mins, T'here are
rmountain streams o be ctossed, thete ae no bridges, 8ix hours’ rain
can make them impassable, and three weeks can pass without any break
in the bartier of waters, Bo [ come to the Pani with some qualms,

There s a monastery in a tamarind grove overlooking the river, and
monks and scholars come aut to the carved railings to see us ride by,
The Pani, red and heavy with silt, is flowing swiftly on its way,
Although  not in full
flond it 18 oo deep Lo be
forded, and there 8 no
passage tor carts which
would mercely be swept
away, S0 we cross over
in a small flav-bottomed
boat, with che saddles,
rifles and  trappings,
while tlie horses are led
a little way higher dp
the  river, Man and _ T
horse plunge in and are U TIE ROAD
instantly carried off their
feet,  "The stream bears them rapidly down till they succced in Tand-
ing on the farchor shove, some distance from where they started.
onmediately the hotses ate ashore they (all to cropping the saft grags,
havitg apparently enjuyed (he plunge into the water,

As we go an the road grows warge, and so grows admiration for the
livtle beasts ehine cary us, They plunge bravely through the heaviest
slagh, aften to their knees in {is grip, and my feet dip in the thick liquor
and become coated with it, Tn the dark they pick thoeir way with equal
skitl and resolution, [t s bere amidse the difficalties of Iis own country
that one comes to love and appreciate the Buarmese pony, Little
miore than twelve hands {n height, he will carey a strong man fifty mies
in 4 day ; putinto & foi-wheeled cab, he will dash off with it regardless
of its brden of hal a dozen gecupants ; Gurned out to grass after a long
day’s march he will cheerfully find himself his food and accept with
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Iively approval the handful of bamboo leaves you may give himy; of
grooming he takes little 5 and for shear pluck, wtelligence, vivacity and
antiton mouth he is lund o beat, .
Mresently we come upon the cart contaning the advance baggage
stuck deep in the mire and unable o proceed,  Tois not for any lack of
spitit tn the litde beasts that are lanmessed to ity tor saadl thougte thiey
arey scateely bigger than big dogs, the catile in this distetcr e extremely
well-bied, very handsome, and tull of pluck and endurance. Une of the
hittle cattle is half buticd i the slush, and his i{:gs ate entitely hidden,
The ynLL presses heavily upou has neck, and h{,, ts 1 s01e sttty he
catt is slowly unladen ol all its burden, the ditver stands up and calls to
his cattle by name. "They make a splendid frantic cltory, go down on
then knecs, reeover, andd so come pantmg out of the slough in which they

FOOKING DOWA ON LITE VATEFEY OF TEIL M AVELLOON

have been all but entombed,  Such s the Burman unmetalled highway
at this season afler thiee days ot fine weather,

After tea partaken of wnder the shelter of a villige stockade © set
out again, leaving the cart to follow, The darkiess comes very swifily
after the sun has set,  Flappily the moon is newly full,

Ye-gyan-zin ltex high an a vidge of hills, the water-shed hetween chic
vﬂllﬂya of the Mahtoon and the Paniy and to Ye-gyan-zin we clinnh, {'he
road is bad in places, running into and alang the beds of streams 3 but
much of it lies thiough waving grasses and rich forese, bathed in the
moonlight.

I'rom the rest-house al Ye-gyan-zin one gees & glimpse into the true
life of these wild and sparsely inhabited countries, There is scarcely o
breath of air stirring, but the night is resonant with the ¢heep of
crickety, and there is 4 wide view over lully teaets to the blue cutline of
the Yoma and the white mooulit clouds beyond, A pony tethered hore
wig cartied off by a tiger 4 fow days sgo 3 4 Chin waz killed in the eardy
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“v dawn as he went out to his fields, Night after night chere is the same
stillness 5 the pageantiy of the hours unfolds itself ; dawn and noon and
cvenng fmllnw inccgsant in cach other’s [f::tutstups* as they have done
all through the incaleulable years, Here is something of the romance of
the primeval country ; wide spaces are visible from heire which no human
being has yet broughe under dominion, Natwie, 1omantic and cetrible,
confronts one ; and the dvilised man sojourning here for a night feels
himself an alien of the moment, standing upon the brink of vast and
awful arcana,

Flalf an hour before the dawn T wake to find all the mists of the night
gathered in Itke a white sea in the valley of the Mahtoon, The clear

” /

LONG BOAT ON THE MANIOON RIVLK

blue hills rise up about them ag i€ to protect them in their secluded home,
‘The full moon, gathering splendour from the growing dawn, hangs
above the erest of the western hills, The fitst waves of light come stream-
ing over the world as we stact, and for a long while we ride in silence in
the campany of the mording,

Even in an old wgﬂld, it the midst of prosaic and commonplace
surtoundings the ﬁptﬁ t of youth is seldom absent from this fivst hout of
the day ; but here in the héare of a countey of primeval forests, seeret
strearns, afid sunlit glades, inaa world seill all bat virgin to man, it theills
with extrdotdingry joy,

¥
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Fven the stolid Sikh behind me, the man ot milk and butter, is mosed
by it, * Lo ! he says, thrusting torth his hands, * o D how the moming
spreads herselt alnoad.” .

'Phe toad, tike the old Pilgrim-toad the Canterbury Pilgtims ook
along the Nutth Downs, tollows the spine of the hill and such toads
in 4 mountain country never fail to attract the traveller upon them,
'T'his one 18 no exeeption o the rule, Tt winds through growss lands
botdered by dense forest, and it looks as though a giant’s plough had
passed over {t, making this single futrow over the mountains,  livery
blade of the tangled myriads is sown with dewdtops. Noble vistas

*’ﬂ_g ffgﬁﬁb ;: T - A f
o i o
{ A5 ¥ i o
iz =5 4 i o i
ﬁéﬁfﬁaﬁv o {g‘;ﬁlﬁ%i ﬁf Fr L% Ao
i i _1;&_; ;_';.} n é%{_‘l'%{ fc‘l,::r"‘_; {{
: e % ’
; r-‘f N ' g "%j 4 WJ
o 5{ -

i ’

O S
% g i%fz}fﬁ "‘i(?-’%rékg#{ i I;
rJ il 1 .-'.h ?"F ’ ({FE:'I {J
u" f ;ir;i i’l"'r&f "r *

g)fyﬁﬁg 'ﬁ;f' EJ/ ’ 5 } %;f! Eﬁ;{(} ?ﬁg IF‘,I’
¥ ,.-*-')j E,.-" ,.-",.-5'5" “,:;_:‘_]I;{ i *J ..--*fkr * ‘ﬂ,fj'r Q
3 Tl f

CHIHIRS ON THE MATHTGON RIVE

unfold on either hand ; wide hillsides bathed in sunlight ; patteined
alsles of teak, and swooning avenues of cane 3 and tast of all, most beaunti-
ful to o human eye, the silver loops of the Mahtoon river, in the far
populaus valley belaw,

[eaving the crest at last, the road plunges into pools and rivulets, and
gloomy halls of forest blind to the sun, and so comes to the red voofs
aud palm-~clusters of a Burmese hamlet, "The spires of Mindon gleam
across the tiver, which we cross in a ferry-boat,

[t is the river that accounts here for the presence of man, {es valley
Jevels yield him food, its waters are a link for him with the ofiter worll,
But for the Mabtoon, the burden-bearer, all that the eye Jooks upon now
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» from the hill-tops of Ye-gyan-zin, finding it good because it is liuman,
might still have remained a pathless wilderness, Upon a day in the misty
past, a man, one¢ can fancy, stricken with a new desire, and tired of the
Cieeat River along which his progenitors had come, took the turning up
the mouth of the Mahtoon until he came with his people after many
vicissitudes to anchor at Mindon under the shadow of the western hills
And so the townlet came into being, But Mindon has not increased
under British rule, A Burmese under-magistrate presides over the town-
ghip, and a small guard of military police, constantly changed because
of the malaria, ptotects it aganst aggression {vom the mountain Chins.
But in former times it was the seat of government of a wun or Provincial

Crovernor, and it gave to King Mindon Min his territorial title,

Tt is a long day’s journcy by boat down-river to the Irrawaddy. The
scenery along the 1oute is of great beauty., TLarge quantities of the
produce of the fertile valley of the Mahtoon are sent down to Kama
upon rafts of bamboo, ‘he current after rain is vevy swift, and wheie
it enters the Irrawaddy there s a violent impact, fraught with grave
danger to boats, At Natmauk, where 4 great clifl abuts upon its waters,
the spitit of King Mindon—the good king—is believed by the people
to have taken up his abode,

CHAP'U'ER XV
'TO MINBU

CROSS the river, and facing 'T'hayetmyo, is the small town of
Allanmyo, T awes its name Lo Major Grant Allan, who
demarcated the old frontier betwesn Upper and Lower
Burma in 18¢3, Frontiers have a tendency to follow the
natural features of the land ; but his gne-it has ceaged now Lo be of
any impottance-—runy with an ungompromising directnass across Burma
from east to west, And the tale is that when the impetious Dalhousie
saw no prospect of gecting the Court of Burma to recognise the British
accupation of Pegu, he ruled a line actoss the map, and ordered the
frontier w0 be delimited accordingly. White pillars half buried in
jungle still survive in menoty of his flat,  Allanmyo, like its name, is a
product of British rule, In the king's days Meaday, facing it on the
'T‘hﬂyﬂLmyﬂ sidg of the river, was the cedtre of life, “ Al noon,” wrote
Symes, in the narrative of his Embassy to Ava in 1795 at noon we
iftaaffhm Meaclay, the pcﬂfmnal éstate of the Maywoon of Pegue, who i
pftenel called Erom this place Meaday Praw or Loed of Meaday, than by
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the vicetoyal titles, Here in compliance with the wishies of the Maywoon,
we proposed staying some days.  Duting our stay | made short excur-
sions Lo different parts of the country, dnd tound little variation in g
appearance 5 it was very beautiful, though but halt-cultivated, and |
was everywhere treated with aespect,”

At Sinbaung-we thete is o tage island mentioned both Ly Symes and
Vule, A <hort distanee ahove it is Longyi ua, and the prople velate that
A king's boat was once caught in the wholpool neav this island, and that
it had to be pulled ashore by the vidlagers with a rope made of their

lnngyis o silken kilts,
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THE LAUNGH AT ANCHOR

Just before coming to Sinbaung-we, there s 4 cluster of white pagodas
on thie west bank, and a little village on the low undulating ground
between the river and the hills, Opposite this village dhere is a beautiful
waaded tributary, which comes winding its way {rom the remote heart
of the country, Plantain orchards and palmyra groves 5 park-like trees ;
armics of silvei-headed diver-grass, pink when ruffled by the wind
(sign of a falling river) 5 datrk vuins of old pagodas ; wild plum hedges ;
banners of tagon-daings ; the gold of new htis on white pagodas 5 red-
striped eliffs rising sheer from the water, with gape at intervals, showing
in petspective, wooded hollows and grassy knolls which tempt the river
teaveller Lo step ashare and make a nearer acquaintance=—ol such s the
world compact ab this poreion of the river’s course,
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At Mijaung-y¢ (Crocodile Water) there are white pagodas and red
houses in a ling, and a road from here leads over the rolling uplands
1o the old walled city of Tauwng-dwin-gyi, under the flanks of the Pegn
Voma, Sudden squalls overtake us at this season of mid-Seplember ;
first a purple bank coming up from the south, then a yellow mist, and
the driving swish of rain, 'The river turbulent one moment, is quict
again the next, The sun shines in gplendid patches on the gteen hills,
while the purple storm is still on s way.

At Malun, an eminence crowned with white stairs and pagodas,
there is a cenotaph in memory of the famous Bandoola, Here in it
neighbourhood, at Minhla, the Burmese army made its only attempt to
stay the final British advance in 1883,

"Che {ort at Minhla stands above the edge of the water, and if ever
there was a frail defence for a nation to rest its hopes upon it is this,
Four-square and of plastered brick, 1t can boast neither of ditch hor
bastion, nor of any of the ather devices that help a fortress to defend
itself, Tts walls slope inwards, so that its area at the top is smaller than
at its base, Tt has double walls with carth bétween, and low-arched
gateways, A serics of vanltted rooms lines the inner courtyard, and a
double flight of stairs leads up north and south to the level of the ram-
patts, Lf cver there was a rat-hole it is this, and it proved true to its
chatacter when our troops carried it and slew the defenders cooped up
within, “'Tle Madras scouts,” I redd in a narrative of the war, ¢ fell
back on their supports, by a movement which wds unfaitly attributed
ta want of steadiness 5 the Buropean officers raced for the stockades, on
the further side of which they saw the Vietoria Cross.  They rushed up
the high and narrow ramp, which was defended by a cannon.  ‘The
place was fiead off over their héads, and in an {nstant they and same
thirty or forty.men entered the f(ort and shot down the Butmese,
Panie-stricken, most of these fell on their knees and asked for merey,
'[he ewoon tan ont al the futther gate and cscaped.  Highty Burmese
were slain in the fort, and soveral officers were severely wounded,”

"T'his place, once a shambles, is now become a bazaar crowded with the
stalls of those who trade in beans and pumpking, It holds also a few
otalls in which silk and cotton goods are sold,

.On the far side of the river there is another and a stronger furt, budlt
upon a lofty cliff, but so well conicealed that one might pass up and down
the river a hundred times without suspecting its existence, Tt is
apptoached through the little village of Gwe-Gyaung—in at one
creeper-coverced gate of its stockade and out at the other—and by wapof
a larie bordered by hedged of kanakho and the sey-galon, whiclk has a
blossom of pink and carmine petals with speckled intetior and one long
streak of vich yellow down its back, Practically the whole of the fortress

»
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18 under ground, [t was construcced by the [talian engincers of the king -
who declared it Lo be impregnable, but it made no resistance. The river
below it makes 4 great bow from north to soutly and lofiy hills make 4
chain across the wese, Under the castern cliffs the tiver runs into little
wooded coves and sheltered bays, which are like a mintature Riviera,
Voleanic Popa looms up faintly on the northern horizon; an extinet
Vesuvius.

'The Headman of Gwe-Gyaung, an old gentleman of frank and
perfect mannets, discourses on the war.  “ When the English were as
far away as that litde boat,” he says, pointing to a canoe on the water
half a mile away, ©“ the shot from our guns flell short of their steamers,
hut their shot when they fived lodged upon yon distant hillock,” pointing
o a4 spot some two miles inland, What, thakin, could the Burmese
do in the circumstances ! Ka-maw-lita the Tealian, meant to fight che
English Min, but U-Gaung the Kinwun Mingyi, sent word to the
soldiers not to fight, because the two princes, the Nyaung Oke and the
Nysung-Yan, who were with the British Goyernment, were coming
up and we were to have one of them for king. As to Minhla, they
[ought there because the Bo Cha was there, a brave man in command ;
a brave man, your honour,”

Below the fort by the side of the pathway there is a nar-house sacred
to Thagya-"T'hamee, a little lady like a doll who lives within,  "Che house
is like a dovecot, and a shed is built over it to give protection from the
weather. Sheis a benevolent creature, and people come here to worship
because, as the Headman observes, it has been the custom for generations
to do so.  Qrchards of mangoes, limes, and custard-apples surround the
village, and a lew small boats are tethered by the river's edge, The
receding waters leave rich meadows under the clifls, and upon these and
on the grassy slopes uncer the fort the red cattle find ample pastuiage,
1t 1 a serenc and beautiful spot, not meant for wat.

CHAPTER XVI
THE RIVER IN ACITON

N its flood scason the rtver s subject to sudden gusts of passion,
The current above Minhla runs wich great violenge, and when
the river is up, the traveller in a country boat ov a small launch is
like to have strange experiences,
After leaving Minhla in a small launch [ came to anchor one night
under the village of Myingun, Overhead a few pale stavs were faintly
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visible ; a wind on the lee shore made a lapping like that of the sea;
the dark river swirled by, laden with drifiwoad brought by the heavy
rain ; and the passing derelicts ground against the sides of the launch
with sinister mugic, All nightlong the river swept down with its derelicts,
its level rising with each hour ; and cvery time T looked out into the dark
1 could sec them coming like raiders of the night, At last there came o
ship from the vastness upon us, A lascar in a startled voice cried out:

“Allali ] A ship goes by, Whaose can it be?

The Serang sleepily murmured ¢ * No ship, but a tree let loose,”

“[ree ? ' said the other, awe in his voice 3 *° look at 1t,”

We crowded under the white awnings to see a great hnan floating
swiftly down, shadowy, unhelmed, no lights upon her, a ship of the dead,
We were still wondering when a great crash shook the afr. The pity of
it came upon us, for a great hnauw with her rich carved stern, her vast
vigging and shapely bows, makes a noble spectacle upon the water, She
passed within a fathom’s sweep and must have rammed us, had we not
anchored for the night in the shelter of a10cky ledge, protruding a few
feet into the river, We crept a foot nearer in to the bank and put a
fresh rope out. T'he anchor offered no security, and had we held by it
the current must have lifted it and swept us away, So it lay with a slack
chain at the bottom, where it collected latge quantities of drift during
the mght,

All through the night the rain fell and the river rose, and the dawn
broke grey and wet,  Hills in the mist, seemed searcely realy and within
the Lull sweep of the eye all was groy andd boundless flood ; every boat
and figure on its surface stood out black against the grey, like a paper
silhouette,

We had some trouble in getting away, fov both serew and anchor wete
cncumbered with the débris of the flood, and the instant we let go, the
current began to gweep the launch down, Ior a few exciting moments
{ull steatn abead made no progress, She wag slowly but certainly deilting
down to the rocky headland an which the huas had broken, It was 2
sirnggle botween steam and tide, and the betting was in favour of the
tide, Happily the launch at last made wayy slowly she mastered the
current 4nd steamed out of danger into mid-stream. Tt wasg a singular
spéetacle that now met my eyes § for that same river, which can at will
simulate an immogtal calm, or break into passionate wrath ; which can
look Like a wolten sca undor the full blaze of the noan, ot become like
sothie raptatouy instéument Wpon whicfh, after the sun has set, ¢vety
ernotion of calpur cheobs 3 can in the grey dawa of such o mording

vell ftsclf in inseratable, mystety. fﬁvﬁr}r feature of it takes on a new

and, st‘;;ahg&ﬁcnm}ﬁgﬁxgﬁm fn the vague light, distant islands and pro-
montorics become transfigured, Trees loom up above the bele of waters

L
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as though they had no 100ts,  The flat sands diappear, and headlands
shoot out into the air, "twist shy and water,  Sailing boats, fickle as any
mobh, sweep down with their banner sails in the van of the northern
winds. Scen against the pale sky ot the moning their outlines make
startling patteins, ay of some myste procession tradling away to ¢ mute
and shadowy world,  nosuch company one comes in mid September 1o

Minbu,

CHAPTER XVIT
MUD VOLCANORS

INBU is notable for tes mud volcanoes, "Uhey own o sinall

territony between the Sabwetchaung and the metalled road

hehind Minbu, and for the most part they adhere to these

limits, But they have been known after heavy rain, whicls
excites them, to flow in a great sluggish deluge over the voad, and g
portion of then overflow streams into the Sabwetchaung, They congise
of one lofty central cone, rugged and broken in oudline 5 several, either
closed or on the point of becoming so 5 and twoe open baths of liquid
mud, A light is gaid to ignite the gases that eseape and the oit that may
be skimmed from their pools, There are in addition many miniatues
of these three types,

'I'he voleann beging as a little bubble ol liguid mud, and gradually
builds for itsell a cone, ont the wompletion of which its existence appuars
o terminate, o the case of the faige central member of the group,
however, the uprising fluid has burst it way through the walls of the
crater, reproducing as nearly as pogsible the leatures of a true volcano,
‘Chere s about them all a mean and clammy charaeter, which makes
the resemnblance bigarre, as though they were of kin, but the product
of anather and an infeciot waeld, ''he sealt they evude I8 glate-caloured,
cold, and malodorous, When it duies, it turns a yellow-brawn, and the
mud-volcano in decay is more like an ant-heap than any other thing on
carth, T{ you climb up to the top of the central peak you will find a
sircular pool of thiy ill-looking mixture, contained within jagged wally
which. are broken through at one poing. This pool is for an ingtant still,
[t then quickens with 4 sudden impulse, and the whole mass shivers as
though same life engulfed in it were secking for 4 means of escape. An
wstant later 4 dome of grey matter is created from the surface, There
is an dpward push and a rupture,  Air cscapes, and the uwpheaved ligquic
flops back in a large circle, ‘U'his process is repeated in various forms,
sometimegad o amall quick upheaval in a double cirele, which makes a

-,
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saft squelch, without ever getting to the point of rupture, as though the
motive powel within were exhausted ; at others in a great dome which
flings up the grey matter into the air with a violent effort, and sends a
large overspill into the trough which lies in the gap of the crater.

This trough widens as it lollows the downward slope, from a few
inches ta geveral (eet, and it s curiously fascinating to trace the progress
of the sluggish stream, slimy and glistening in the sanlighe, till it coases
to mave, or is lost in one of the deep gullies ehat bear away to the viver,
The tendency of this stream is to raise its bed until it is several inches
higher than the surrounding soil,  Afier some time the crater breaks
at some other point in its circumference and the oiginal stream, no
tonger reinforced, quickly dries and cracks in the sun, making a series of
transverse lines, like those of a ladder, down its length, A number of
these defunct streams clothe the slopes of the voleano, dividing them
into a pattern of tortuous ribbons, An unbroken volcano is not luss
interesting, Tts shape is that of an clongated and rounded cone, and a
small stream ejected (rom an orifice at its top spreads a fiesh glaze from
moment to moment on its sui face,

'The depth of these pools is greater than at fiest sight seems probable,
Inte one of them——a little bubbling citcle less than four inches in
diameter—a long thick sapling will find its way to a depth of six feet,
The principal crater probably has a depth of fifty feet, and it provides
a vary dingy and teriible oudiliette into which o fall, Storics are current
of people who have fallen in [rom losing their balance, Omne realises
for the first time, with something of a shock, that a small pool scaccely
bigger on its surface than a watch is deep enough Lo hiold a man, and it
might be suppesed that there wauld be danger tn the case of the larger
poals of the outer husk tumbling in under pressure 5 but no accidents
appear Lo have beatt ever due ta this cause.  Sightsears constantly climb
to the vety lips ol the craters, and herds of cattle drift across the vol-
canoces, wandering over their slopes, without suffering any greates harm
than 2 sndden immersion up to their knees in one of the moving streams
of gtey matter,

The people of the country-side attach 2 mysterfous character to the
voleanoes, A [abulous snake s said w be imprisoned within, and a
hawuse has been buily in the vicinity for the tutelary uat, Nervous people
do not wiltingly pass by his territories at night,  And it must be admited
that they have a disagrecable chavacter, No more sectet grave for a
murdered man could well be found, No blade of grass grows anywhere
within their sinister neighbourheod. All power of rveproducing life
seems to have beon crushed out of this grey clay, and even at the height
of the trapical year, when life sttaing upwards from the soil and all things
that come within the compass of the eyeare clotlied in verdare itspreads,
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devoid of every symptom of life, broken and futrowed only by the rain,
like a cold bBlister on the smiling face of the world, The volcanoes owe
thelr existence, it seems, to petrolewm springs below che surface,

CHAPTER XVIII
TO YENANGYAUNG

N the way to Yenan-Giyaung the river races and swivls under

the high cliffs so furicusly that ofren a launch at her greatest

specd can make no progress.  The cliffs are of a worn anc

romantic beauty, the home of sand-martins which fly and
circle unceasingly in the light ; of secret orioles; of a gracions and
tender-hued acaciay of pink and crimson convolvuli, which trail like
a rich carpet from the window of a rejoicing citizen ; and of groups
of trees with twisted white trunks and wind-driven foliage, like Roman
pines, where they cluster on the cliff-tops, There is no note of the
tropics” in this scene, The full bounty of the season does no more
than to keep it green; and in the dry weather all is parched and arid
as the desert,

I come upon the village of Gya, built upon the green slape of a hill,
a smiling interlude in the grear procession of the clifis, v overlooks a
sheltered cove, which is made by the arrival here of a freshet ; a brawling
and turbulent creature for brief moments of its life, hut c*cnnmﬁnly
motibund or dry. Like all of its kind, it has marked out for itself a
t:;,rmm‘y far greater chan it can fill,

T'he cliffs of soft sandy formation show in an mmmtmg manner how
the action of rain supplements that of the great river in widening ir
borders, "T'he action of miniature falls is heve well marked, the cliff
sl hmng cut intd pinnacles which look like stalactites, - The whole
surface is sconred with the prints of water. In places the cliffs look as
if they had been sliced with a razar, in others as if the:; whole front of
them had been bxutally LOTTL AWAY, 43 4 bear: tears away the flesh from «
mar’s face, exposing the gritning bones.. One talks of hum.m interest
But the wm‘ of nature.is of mrrtbhz. [asmniwmu whm Lhr,., &yﬁ‘ h:ts cmc,ei
lﬂ;wnt to look foxic, . @ o oo 0

llus is Lhc mdm: ﬂ[ le lnncls lpﬂ hm'a wlu.,rc 1t t::vurlmkﬂ le awwlluﬁ;-
:nwmwmchﬂ wtltmmurst,, cl;;ff waterdoitse; c,hﬂ'* latgu wuumurﬂﬂ, &
svtllﬂgu andsn ag;un At cmly where l:lmlm'gtrsmnma come dﬂwn ﬁlmt?f- z
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charmingly placed than these that lie transverse to the river, between
Minbu and Yenan-Gyaung. And many of the patches of swelling
down and trees in cluster on the eastern bank are Fnglish in cheir
suggestion. One might suppose as one goes by chat some skilled gardener
had been at work here, preparing a park for an English gentleman, [
speak of them at this season after the monsoon rains,

Yenan-Gyaung as [ approach it is like every other village here in its
natural site, but on a greater scale ; and distinguished, since it is a town,
by white and gold pinnacles of pagodas and dark monastery Eipi.!‘l’fﬁ ; and
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ridﬁun Nnn-:, ,“_ ;my r.;tt:::z asaula me whm we nnahur [mr Lll& n[ght in
the compan; fﬁ;? of ﬁumhuz ﬂf Bmmmg pf«tugﬂws, under the vﬂlagr. The
_,I'mtﬂmmcl I__hma_r iy thfl:t. of an {‘Jl{l man's voige,: c.lmntmg from a mllgmua
watk, mc:ulmung th&;@tﬂ(‘tiﬂf} of many virtues. In theeatly motning
ride on to the oil-fields, Theraad after ctossing the dry sandy bediof the
Ci‘ﬂd{ pltttd }mxth W'l‘;ﬁlwht}l‘éﬂ dog by the ptﬁplt, climbs up to-4 phwau
”"..t: wrndﬂiﬁ_}?fﬂr i umph of miles. ~The soil is ‘meagre and

__j_ happlly Llﬁtlmd wnh green grasses and
smﬂﬂ anw ﬂs; A chlw ﬁ""pnﬁs{; nf mlllng mumry, scarted: atd broken
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up hy (lr.f:e_p 1';winu5, Spreads away ol every lmnd, save on the west, where
the Trrawaddy lies in a long silver trough bounded by wide plains and
distant mountains, Tt is a country that in the midsummer heats,, hur.:fum
the rain has fallen, is wholly devoid of beauty.

The most prominent feature in the Iandscape, as [ approach the wells,
are the lofty spider-like derricks which erown the knolls and make
strange patterns against the sky as if they were the skeletons of some
extinct settlement,  Under these, and scavcely visible above the soil,
are the primitive works of the Burmans, EFach well is marked by a
aplash of dark stained earth made by che refuse and wastage of the oil,
"These, and the patches of the purple croton, give the hill-slopes a
singular blistered look, thac is in harmony with thew arid character,
Red drums of oil like gas tanks, clusters of thatched huts in which the
work-people live, the wider roofs of the Luropean houses, the dark
tapering spires of a monastery, and the cupola of a white pagoda complete
the picture, In the fenced yard of the superintendent there is a flower
garden, porgeous with scarlet and yellow canna and purple convolvuli ;
the only patch of lively colour on the brown slopes,

The superintendent, an American, with clear blue eyes, a soft lazy
drawl, and a loud, frank, explosive laugh, shows me round,

“Wal,” he says, © thar ain’c much to see¢ around here ;3 but I guess
yow're welcome to fee what thar is.”

We begin at the forge, where a motor pants in a side room, and
blacksmichs are at work on bars of red-hot {ran ; and from here pass on
to 4 derrick where snother American, in a laege mushtoom hag chat helps
to keep off the oil-drippings, is at work on the boring of a well,

'The baring implerent s a gigantic crow-bar, which bores its way
down by foree of its own weight as iv falls. A steel cylinder with a simple
valve scoops into iwself the slush and elay in the tube made by the -
drill and disgovges these outside the well, A big windlass wound with -
‘rape works the deill, lifting it ap and lﬁittmg’tf fally and it ix itgelf worked

by an. mg1m in a neighbounring shedi T'he il spouts up from time to ©
f;}um:a in‘a jet which reachds high above the mouth of the well, and -
Egﬁfutmrﬁ the déreiek with an evil-simelling Rlchy coat, whmh deips long afrer
(thie jet has cedsed, tummg all che surrounding aréa incg a puddle af -
miud and oil. Tn thig environment the coolies work, dnd rhe overseer
?f:éifﬂ'»"lﬂdﬁa an elfish man, covered with tlr:ppmg :;nl E‘lm n:,m)lle;ss wmr
Esmll b‘tﬂk&t lmts, zuu:l ligtle besides, . - I NN
Thiy prm‘,cas continues txll Ehﬂ llull, i‘:lt;pth uf le mll ‘i"L’?Im; %mntwrl

hundud fedt, 6 ranched, o 0 0 o 0 o
 The ofl s pump@d ot by stmlm englncﬂ, o 1L f:mnmq u[w ﬂ[ ;Lmlﬁ :
;-E,clri,vm by the presgure of gas below.. [n the fut e énse, when the st,@p
etk at the: wdl s mouth s tuen m_};fc:nm the gas rushes out witl o toaring,
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grinding sound and is quickly followed by a stream of yellow brown oil,
which foams out of the pipe into an iron tank, where it lies covered with
iridescent bubbles and gradually thickens as it ¢ools,  Part of iv js
burnt as fuel in the engines, where it makes a vaging flame like-a sword
of fire, |

The Burmese system is yet simpler. A well is dug to a depth of from
two to three hundred feet, and lined with wood to keep the sides (rom
falling in, Looking down into its deeps, | can see the oil glinting av the
battom, and quivering with the secret action of the springs ; overhead,
at 4 height of four or five {ect, a tree trunk to which pulleys are accached

fﬁr’p‘\'—;@ .r! ';.-

F?‘E{ i I_."J
o

.
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THE BURMESE Svat iﬁﬁfﬁ

8 placul hurnmntztlly on nppﬂrts. A rnpv 1% piwﬂ;ﬂd mf:,m the pullcﬁyg
and haaled by girls and men, down long 5lf;.1|,1& ull the buecket of ail.
_:;-:?;x-usmlma the gur Enm Flaman ldbmw fr ol qtart to !Lt‘llﬂ][. e contents
ofieach huckm are pouted into large All Babit jars; whmh lte “half-
:.';éﬂmh{‘dtl(*d i the dark slush at the well's mouthi - 9 :
3:%?:;5;5[)&[1(,{{'5 4 da}r Eur tluﬁlr tml, Atitl L:Iw}r prv Eﬁ‘r t;lm hﬂi:tl Ltht‘TUfﬂ;_f 1L Lf‘l mt:im

Thege gu‘lsi got four-:

u re c:lamet,l
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Ihey gt,t mm mpLL (rs. 4d. ): @ dﬂ}r for their toil, and would pu}spex
ACCOHN dmgl}f if ‘they could be persudded to work when they had some
earnings in hand, Dlgguﬂ atg no longer brought up @n articuld mortis,
their tongues lolling-aut of their: mouths 3 but thelr calling still claims
an occasional vietim,  Only the other day a digger on-his way up from
the pit lost his hold of the rope and was killed ; and the party of rﬂpu-
pullers found themselves on their backs on th towing path, ‘The
Burmese well is by preference ﬂlwﬁtys on a slope, where 2 good towing
pnth can be found, leading away at times down to the very bed of the
ravine, One can'measure the depth of a well from the length of the
tuwmg path, for they are exactly equal. From the heaving centre of
the wire aubpunqmn bridge which spans- the biggest:of the ravines,
there is a curious view of these wulls, on lictle lcdgt.s pro¢r udlng from:the
slopes, each with ies darkicireld of mly rufuse and its winding pathbeaten
white by the feet of the towers, oo

- But it is at the receiving smtmn, whurt. tlm Buumse output of ml is
:xmﬂsuru:l and taken over by ithe company’s 1g::1111:s, that the bizarre
character: of: ‘r’umn—(]yaung thf}m&E intense, ‘The inner spice, where
these operations are gone. through, s’ 511rmundcd by a wide circle of
bluak graasy pitch, an. .-,1m¢tlgam of oil and mud, stamped with the foot-
prints and- the: }mmfmmnrks af men :mcl cattle, and. arowded with carts
full of gltatmzng jars: of ol B¢51d¢ thcm are the great Alx-~-15¢th1-lllcu
fvats, ngdpﬂ J.nd h,tlf-buntd___ m ﬂlﬂ mw&* I‘ he quggﬂ%mn i t:r-nt*. {rdi An

E;'i.- _f’;}_;;tklng m-j;;;way thfrmgh tf]us f:rmiw b1ri‘mr whmsc ml ﬁlizh m f11: Emm

--.-=.:'

""'Tlm cul pﬂurs in iL
:;;,;Iu.;;pahshac_l__ muscleq {If th{,j

ler quc:rt'tThay ltmk hkt.
an human beings; they look
h’ """ ISHWIILI?E. gu t’E] ancl fm__;}i

;scuﬂlar tfmt taf{ﬁ: plau, 1mcmg them 3 nnd cwer r.:11 th& slmclc-w c:f-_:

i_::-:"ff:f.
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& Colowsus, into whose maw the toil of the undet-workers tuns, They
ate made to sell hete to the company ¢l they produce, at the rate of
2 tupees 8 annas & hundied viss, and the company™ sclling price w6
tupees for the same quanuty,  Capital and cool mtellect have been husy
these yeats amongst the ancient ownets of the wells 5 judicious loans
have swept nearly all of them inte the Capitalists’ gtip, atd the "Pwin-sa,
the hereditary © Well-Later,” trembles under his little finger, because
he knows that his mortgages are overdue and toredosure must crush
him, Tle is glad enough to get the company’s price for his otl,

“Wal,” comes a lazy humotous votee, “ seems to me you have seen
ptetty near all that s to see here in this God forsaken place, Come
away home now and have o dunk, T guess thare s some champagne
going still of the stufl the old man sent along to dunk success to our new

(owr-hundred-bar’t wcll.,”

TIlF LIGIND Ol YENAN-GYAUN(

“Once upon & ume,” acemding to the story-teller,  the stinking
water of Yenan-Gyaung was sweet, and of such fragrant odour that
all the wotld voyaged there w0 wake away a licde ot it. For centuries
the people came and went, the watets vetained their magic propeuty,
and Kyaukka Myo, as the old city was walled, prospered by the inllux
of the strangers. 'I'ill one day, there came up the river a great king ina
golden raft, with his queens and his courtiers and an aemy of cighty
thougand men, And when they got near the city, seven of the queens,
very wedty of theit golden iaft, asked the hing's leave to step on shore
and take a stroll. "I'he king consented, but sdid that they must be surg
not Lo stay away very long,  Aund no doubt they would have returned
in good time had they not come upon the pual of [ragrant water for
which Kyaulda Myo was famous,

“ But iws odour stole upen Ltheir sensas and they forgot all about their
promise to the king,  When the night came and the king (ound they had
not yet teturned, he set out in doarch ol them, and when towards the
morning he found them by the scented waters of Yenathasi, he fell info
a greal passion and commandued tem ingtantly to be killed,  After a
time che king’s anger passed away, and then he blamed the Yenathasi
for prompting him to commit this crime,  He thetelore resolved that
the water should be sweet-scented ng morve, atd by che aied of the mirae.
ulous powers which he possessed, changed the perfume ty the stench of
eartheoil,  Trom chat day foreh the place has been known as Yeenan-
kyaung—the river of stinking water,”

"This logend, with variations, Is played fo audiences at Yenan-Gyaung
by the amateur players of the town, 1t has a practical moral in che tosti-
mony it bears to the ofl-rights of che local families which agthe play ru ns,

7
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had to be defined by the great king before his golden rafe could be
induced Lo resume its journcy, These rights, now Lluling away under
the pressure of modern causes, present a somewhat curious illustration
of the Lanlt_nLy common in all lands and amongst all people to keep

wealth ““in the family.”

THE CLIILS

At Yenan-Gyaung one may make a nearer acquaintance with those
clitfls which are so striking a feature of the river in the dry region,
Wholly distinct as they are from the mountaing, which by their fellow-
ship with the Tivawaddy give it much of its romantic chaacter, they are
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PROM THE CLITES OF YENAN GYAUNG

not lacking in beauly of thelr own ; and indeed they oller 4 welcome
relief from the trapical exuberance which so perpetually assails the eye
throughoul other portions of (he viver’s conrses They are anstere and
beautiful in thelr idigsynerasy, and they add much to the wariety of
Butma,

There {5 a pathway that winds up to them on the south of Venan-
Gyatng, which is like 4 pathway veer sca«cliffs in Fngland, and along this
pathway there are many vanfage potols, which (empt one to stay tnd
look upon all the wodld that spreadys away below diem, flom Yenan-
C}ymngﬁ on (he piver whuj‘u the'hawts le, to the lase derrick on clie hills,
"The river runs some wa f!mtci the dey bed of the Yenan-Gyaung, making
a sheltered harbowut which s the nucleus of the setelement. Tn the
hollows there are brown thatched houses, dark tamarinds, and slendeor
palms. A large house with white gables and a big vermiliva drum of iron
that is full of oil, proclaim the presence of the white man,  Fvery little
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hnoll and evety commmanding cnmenec has sts pagoda, whice or gold, or
weather beaten grey, Several ot these tise up i the tr new grave from the
red crumbling ruing of much older buildioge For o full e under
the clifts, the perngaces and Jaungzaty lie waiting lor their burden of o,
'I'he native sounds, the cang ot the monastery belis, the laugher of
women bathing by the river, the sheill voices of lads at school, calling
Jreir Kal gyl Kha-gwve, the mecsant crooning of doves, have here a ass
accompaniment Hhe the beating ot a loud frettul hoare that would bid
them all be still, 'Uhis Is the new power at work, the vaico of the cngine
which, from dawn to dark, labours and toils in the service of its masters,
Up here on the downland the grase is tender and green, qud diversilied
with dew diamonds and ¢ world of minuee beauty, T'he morming ai
blows cool and fiesh, and in cady September in the shadow of a4 white
pagoda, ot the sheltet ol @ carved prasarh, one attains here an exgumite
cdimate, A summner morming on a Jift overlooking the sea, when balmy
breezes are afoot, has no greater power to luil ot to charm the apisis,

And if mornung on the olifl tops has her searet of fresh delights,
evening comes with tevelations ol surpassing beauty, "[he picture she
paints is o tender and so majestie, that it must be difficule to overstate
its chayim,  Fust there are the great clifts with white faces overloaking
the tiver, Beyond thewn there spread the warers, over spaces so vast
that the eye cannot compass them,  Uhe tiver embraces in s folds a
succession of islands, s0 numerous and varied that all sense ot a single
streamt is lost, "They are cavered with meadows of silverpink kaing, in
the midst of which lie purple lakes and rogy pathways of waters 3 bue
where che islands cease, the vver spreads in a single e panse from the oot
of the white clifts to the low misty western shore, The apal gleams of
the sunset, breaking through grey cloud mases, fall v long rellec tions
on g surface, 'U'o the aye ranging swifuy over iy, the wide warld of
wialerk scems motionlgss-4 raystic sea of inlinite depth. A watce-towl
skiths its sarface, bird and shadow, and the air is 5o eledr, the waters are
so mirrorslike, the environment so still and long, that for & long while ifs
wings Aapping lazily over the water convey the only hiny of mation
in & speetacle of arrested beauty. In ehe far west the gleam of fires
and the smoke ascending from villages and hamlers greet the eye with
the wistful suggestion, inseparable fram signs of buma life, in 4 world
of infinite and nanimate ca'm.,

TAULT T Al el
Over the ciffs it is & Sabbatheday's journgy to Thiten-bwéd.  T'we
miles of cliff divide it from the derticks and engines of Yenan-Ciyaung,
giving it seclusion and peace ; and a littde bay runs up fram the lordly
Irrawaddy to help to make ic beautifal, ke all the villages along this
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coast, 1t bes at the mouth of 4 fieshet, which holds water only after
heavy tain, But the breshet makes a lictde valley, and a fan of alluvial
sand along which the great boas of the Inawaddy and the dugouts
of the village lie at anchor. The village hies snugly within a stockade of
purple tharn and giant cactus, interspersed with fowers, Some nable
trees shelter ic from the excessive sun, cach ag beautiful as an English
osk 3 and the green swolling downs vise up on every hand, broken here
and there into patterns by the hedgetows, In the soft haze af evening
the Iittle settlement looks the very picture of rural peace,

There 18 a house at Uhitta-bwé buile for the Furopean traveller,
Airiness is its chief characteristic.  [us front room is made up entirely of
windows, “These are covered by slight awnings of plaited mat that can
be thrust open or let down by means of wooden props, [t is with reluct-
ance that one closes them for an hour or two each day, when the sun-
blaze on the waters is too duzzling to the eyes; for the picture they
frame i3 of & vast miceor-world of waters, dreamy islands of cloud, and
a wave of 1olling mountaing so ethetealised by the pouring sun, that
they seem Lo guard no macerial world beyond, but to stand for the vety
frontiers of space. And all beyond them is indeed vague and unreal
to the dwellers in the valley of the great river, They are “ The Moun.
taing of the Wesl,” a barrier that not one man in ten thousand ever
dreamy of crassing,

Prom Thitta-bwé the pathway runs an uver the cliffs to Nyaunglay,
another livele village bidden in a similar little valley, T¢ Kas a colony of
Musulman tiver pilots, whe have sottled down in it and have married
the catholic daughters of the soil, Vhey have o small mosque of their
own, and o muezzin who calls them, to.prayer. T wonder, ih 4 generation
or twiy, how much of the Tndian Musulman will survive,

o A Uhiciabwd the nlght comes with the gontlest of transitions, The
dark river ewlnkles back the fessage of the stars ; tho grdat boats make
i 4 "
shadowy forms dlong t6s banks § frot, che ¥illage comes the litany of
];:imtgg"} oldless ab prayes. | Clear and quick actoss the still waters peal the
néstes o b distane fyte,chg _pfayé: gapoin the ecstasy of his art, There
s o misié in tHe world so mellow and artless;, no music so instinet,
/44 thie mqusi% of the fluté, with the primitive spirit of man. As [ sit here
insthe dark and laten to the mellow hotes floating over the spaces of the
tiver, it scems that T Have bridged ten thousand years of life; the
crappings of civilisation fall insignificantly away from me; I forget
who I am and remembeér only that I must have heard this flute-playet
anel his music on some such river-edge, long long ago in the past, T sit
an, latg after he has cedsed, while the waters flow on into the dawn, rapt

in the mypstary of life,




CHAPTER XIN

f e m——E

THE ROAD TO PAGAN
GREAT sandbank has been forming for years before the
town of Yenan-Civaang, ancd the present channel in conse-
quence lies far to the wese i so far i it, that the chffs of
Yenan-Ciyaung ave almose lost to sight ag T slowly travel on,
The western shove is low, and villages, almost treeless, cluster on the
ecdge of the alluvial plain, Popa with his cloud-cap, like ao embodied
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across the water, [ have left my little launch, with all her struggles to
breast the tide, and am embarked upon one of the great ships ot rhe
Flotilla with two flats in tow, One hundred and fifty feet of pathway is
the right we claim, and the voar of our thundering paddles, the deep
throbbing of the hidden engines, mark the unequal conflict between the
immemorial river and this new factor driving tuthlessly ahead, and
caring nothing for its protest,  Brute {orce duven by pitiless mind s che
burden of the iron paddles as they tear through the heatt of the water ;
of the engines as they swing to the weatl of the driven fame, The
waters plunge in great billows between the flats and the steamer’s side,
and the rudder cleaves a line between, [ong atter the ship tas passed,
her course is marked upon the river's surface, and every inch of the
shote and every boat drawn up along it, or abrasd upon the waters,
knows by the strange paroxysm of the portent that has passed.

Salé, at which we anchor for the night, 5 & place of ancient ruined
pagodas, giant gryphons, and carved monasteries,  There are two
new white and gold pagodas here in the Pagan style. The Phaya-taga,
the builder of one of these, a fine old man who has made his money
in trade, 19 cheerily superintending the completion of the details 1 the
painting of the four tagin-daings of vermilion and gold with the galon-
bird at their summics, and the gilding of the Recording Angels over the
great bell, There is a very beautiful view, [rom where he stands, of the
wide river; so sull that it would look asleep, but for the long canogs
almost racing down its tide. This old man has amassed a fortune and
has lived the strenuous life, Now that the evening of his days has come
upon him he turns with the fine instinct of his people to hetter things.
Fle 18 giving up the pomps and vanities of colowr, of vich raiment, ol
secular pride. Prade is less and less with him ¢ the lust of possession i
passing away from his heart. Yet, as [ look at him, | see clearly that he
15 a man of the world, with the strong air of one who has fought for his
place, and such manners as come only 1o one who is conscious of power
and success,

Beyond Salé lies Singu, # village very successtully concealed from vigw
by a low cartain of hills, Some white pagodas alone mark its presence,
but the village s growing in prosperity, and the oil company at Yenan.
Gyaung will shortly hegin operations here,  DPassing on, we meet low
clifts in the west growing into blue mountainous spurs, and in the eust
there are the broken Tharrawaddy hills and Popa, the old valeano,
showing four points, Between there is a low country slowly sloping
up, and conveying what is not uncommon here, an impression of « long
hollow, inte which it would geem the river might eadily tumble over,
There is scarcely an island here to break the vast mirror of the river,
spread from shore to shore, While we wait wo repair some damage to
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the engines, the lesser life on it surface deploys before ns.  Rafts of
plazed ALl Baba jars bear down upon us, and barely escape disaster.
"I'he Largest pots gustain the rafe, which is laden with the rest, their
backs a glisten, and their small mouths gaping at the sky. Four idle men
mahe the erew of each raft, and secing disaster immineat, they suddenly
develop a turious energy and pull the eaft out of the main current in
which we are detained ; but for the most part they lic on their backs
el dream, trusting 1o e bounty of the great stream. Rafts also
bring large quantities of paddy and stone grinding-slabs for sharpening
dahy,

Boats bring catule, and one passes us full of buffaloes. These come
Irom the dey country about Mingyan, and are sold in the prosperous
Delta, Inseasons of drought in the upper country, the river is laden with
such cattle-rafts and boats on thalr way to Maubin,  Bue this life daes
nol begin to move on the viver ll the last expected rise has taken place,
and the bare sandbanks leave the channel more defined. Raft-owners
protit also by the buoys of the Flotilla Company, which begin o appear
by the fiest of Novemmber, At that time an officer of the company who
spends cach summer in England teturns to his work on the river, and
day by day and foor by loot, marks out with a hundeed thousand buoys
the navigable channel, The company is in {act supreme on the Irrawaddy.
[1s steamers bear ity trade, and overy hamlet and town along the river’s
course {or nine hundred miles i§ conscious of its presence, But a hundred
years ago it would have done more ;i€ would have won for itself the
suverelgn power in Burma,

As we near Yenanegyac there become visible for the fivse time the
countless pyramidy and spives aof Pagan, the most stately capical Burma
has ever knovwn., "I'he nesrer ones are cut in dark outlines against the
sky 3 the mase distant ave so {aint that they seem like the unreal fabrics
of a city of dreams, Yet thoere is nothing in vhis superb picture, in all
these hosts of pinoacley and domes and spives, to hint that before
one theve lies o city of the dead.  Tnstead, it looks, hung here between
the drowsy clouds and the mirror-like calm of the mighty river, like
some new Venice of the Yast, destined to play an immortal part in the
history of the world,  There is no one who would judge, {from here,
that seven lundred years have passed since its day was closed-—lor
gver, !

LI story of Pagan and of i ngaificent architecture i wld in my book supplemritary
to this volurme, entitled Mandalay and ather old Cotiey of Bomay which 1 beheve the finest
calfaction ot photograph of the dead city ever publish~d.

M
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CHAPTER XX - .
A CTHOUSAND FEIT ABOVE THE IRRAWADDY

ENAN-GYA'I' is the lesser brother of Yenan-Gyaung, and

like it a place ot oil-wells and commercial adventure, A

certain interest is imparted to it by the little war that wages

here between the two companies whe are exploiting it
but | am concerned o day with the greaw white building which gleams
on the summit of the Pangyi hills, a thousand fect above the world.
IFrom its platform there is a view ol Pagan that is unsurpassed in Bunma,
and a legend of the people wells that in a bygone day the Buddha stood
upon this peak, and prophesied the coming greatness of the city.

Above Yenan-gyat is the village of Ayadaw, to which the river runs
up in a side channel.  From here the road to the pagoda marches along
the fore hore under white clifis, "The strewn wreckage of timber, the
sandy shorey the fragrant water, have that abont them that recalls the
fringes af the sea. Falf a mile more brings me to the village of Sekwa,
lying at the mouth of a valley, The road wurns up at a right angle
through the fenced homesteads of the village, over wooden hridges and
under the spires of a monastery, ull it is well on its way up the valley,
where steam-engines thump and fill the air with vibrawt encrgy, and
derricks make pacterns against the wild hilbslopes.  Fields of millet
bear me company for a space, but soon [ am alone in the solitude of
the gorge,

[Luphorbias and cactus 1ise up in tantastic forms, and tamarisks cluster
in the bed of the valley, where a parched streamlet lies in pools in the
midst of boulders crusted with white salts,  Ariclity and desolation are
rhe characteristics ol the place, and even in September the heat palpitates
fiercely on jts bareen red slopes,

Leaving the roadway, which has been made by the oil-adventurens, a
pathway of the people climbs up the steep ascent to the Tangyi- Sway-
Daw Pagoda, now in steps cut in the stone, now along a level way
bordered by grasses, and flelds of yellow and pink wildlowers, Trecs
are dwarfed and few and far between, The st steep climb brings
its rewatd in a sudden and superb view ¢f the city of Pagan, its white
spives twinkling in the distance, framed in a wave of the mountaing,
And looking back from here T can sce the whole of the little valley ap
which the road has lain, from the white powdered boulders in its bed to
the houses of the village at its mouch, Distance and ehe graowing shadaws
of afternoon soften the arid ferocity of the scene, and the derrick
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spires speak a word of civilisation and of man’s courage. The view over
the hills gradually expands, and bold crests tise up between the sky and
the Irrawaddy plain,  The pathway, proceeding along the eastern face
of precipitous clifls, brings me at last within sight of the pagoeds, poised
on the utmost summit of the hills,

Thie pagoda, build by Anawrata the Great, King of Pagan, is worthy
of irs builder and &f its site. Tts rounded outline a lustrous white,
culminates in a golden spire, and the dark winged roofs of monasteries
cluster about its base, Its size is enhanced by knowledge of the task
involved in its construction here, far from all human resources. The
long climb to it is extravagantly repaid by the noble view that expands
from. its platform,

In the cast, below it, there are the crumpled spurs of the mountain,
with villages cheerily embowered amongst trees, and green fields in
the valley openings; then a blue ribbon of water, followed by
alluvial flats left bare by the falling river, They are green now, with red
patches where fields are being sown. Here and there on their vast
surface a hamlet, lifted a fraction above the water-level, maintains its
insignificant existence, Beyond lies the main volume of the river under
the mighty plain of Pagan, Its dark and white pagodas rise up, each one
clearly visible; and from here, if anywhere, one may form a just
estimate of the greatness of the ancient city, The Tawni hills beyond
make a red ruffled line across the plain, and above them, in the extreme
cast, there towers volcanic Popa, whose great size can only be. justly
gauged from a neighbour such as this, The hills of Mingyan and
Muonywa appear on the northern horizan, where the river in loops reaches
away Into misty space,

As the sun sets the pagoda-crowned peak sends its mighty shadaw
over the plain, and the spires of the dead city lame {or the last time in
the fading light, Tn the west, the crumpled hills reach away over low
undulating lands to the meridian chalns of the Yoma Daung, and the
still lofticr summit of Mount Vicioia, ten thousand feet above the sea,
"The Yaw river makes its way through the landscape, a river of gold in
the flooding sunset,

Stone umbrellas fixed upon the backs of clephants ornament the
platform of the pagoda, bells hang there from carved posts, flamboyant
raofs surmount the southern stairs § under the dark fezaungs there are
cologsal monk®s howls of greyr marble ; a stone python protrudes from
the carth near the base of the pagoda ; steps on the wost lead down to
the monastery courts where pilgrims agsemble, to the dwelling-place
of the abbot and his monks, to a white-walled hall of ordination gver-
laoking the panorama of the hills, to a water reservoir in a sheltered
hollow, dug, they say, by Anawrata the king, and last of all to stone
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caves and temples of gicat anuquity, tiescoed with legends ot the
Buddha.

'There is one remaming speetacde A wall tung round the platforn
of the pagoda on thice ades, but on the tourth the Qagotones mmpend
directly over the depths, Whether tus be by chance or trom the twn o
time, it 18 cettain that instinet woachircctute could devise nothing mare
superb, et wathin a dhild™s acach of the cdge, there knecls i aged
waman at prayet, the one solttary occupant ot the pagoda The fading
sunlight envelops b in s golden must, Elar hands are clasped b fore
her, het visionary eycs ate tutned towards the detant ary, hey fare o
transfigured with smeerest piety,  High above her tower the winte
cornet dragons, the tapenng spucs, and the golden bully ot the pagoda,
She has cimbed hete by a muaclke of eflent from sonte lictie hamler
m the plan below, because she believes that i a bygone day the Buddh,
the founder of ha talth har Lord, stood here upon this sacred spot,

CITAP'PTR XXI
ABOVY, PAGAN

PAGAN [0 MINGYAN

FULR the chambeored clifts of Pagan and the Last outposts of

the once mughty aty thoe s a flat shore slowly ascending

o the east, doteed with villages and palmy and small ¢huste nng

trees,  On the west the land, more level, 1caches aweas ma

plamn to the "Cangyt hills, "The falling tiver teleases from s embrace

the wland villages, which heie, near Pakoku, alimost float upon the water
at high flood.

Pakoku rtself has giown into importance since the capuce ot the
sovereign tver left Konywa hugh and diy,  Hall the town, atistaeratic
with its court-house, its polo-ground, its club and s tennisscourts,
and the houses of the Fuopean commuanity of ollicials, stands on «
promontoty, which 1s sepmrated from the other half by a thirsty freshet
bed which is heavy sand fot thiee parts of the year, and flopded ¢ hannel
for the remaning fourth, Flephants bathg heie and cart-wheels creak
and dione across 1t, from it cliffs in the east, Lo the yards of the timber
sewmen on the west under the lee of the native town, On thds forther
side hive the Wesleyan missionary and the skippers of the Chindwin,
‘The town, whose marked prosperity has come to it only sinee the
British annexation, can boast of a numbet of straight metalled roads ; «
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bazadr where wilks gleam and the Buima gul wules s gaups of airy
pagodas, graceful m form, after the manner of Pagan, though poor in
detail 3 carved monastedies, worth going some wiy to sce 3 and the little
houses of the people, some of which ate vary neat and smart, while
many are made beautiful by the prosence of teathery tamarinds, inasses
of pink creepers, and yellow-blossomed goutds,  Of a morning its
fanncs (1l wath processional
monks, whose ycllow 1obes
rle.atn 1 the vistds,

But the keynowe to the
character of Pakoku, and
that which dimtinguishes
it trom s fellows, 14
struck  whaie  the  ship
wiights labour under leafy
tamannds for two mides
along  the et shore,
[le1e the geat bodls of
the  hrawaddy may  be
st L Cvery stage ol
therr  cvalution,  from
round  timber to stately
crafe Steel saws scredn)
angl cragh in the heatt of
the prisoned logs ; carvers
with «killed fingets tace
theit  rich  patterns  on
steering chairs and skertis,
anel delicate clisels trans
form the dead wood into
fgures alive with a¢tion,
anel flowers ol inteleate
beauty ; planks with red
ashies smoking aver them
take the curves which
will lift them into grace;
and here, last of all, baving passed chrough every phage of then
gegtation, the Anished craft aee Liunched upon the bosom of the great
river, there to accomplish their destiny.

Behind Pakoku there is a low ridge of sand-lully 1unning cast and west,
atel the populir tradition is that of old these were the nght bank of the
tiver, and chat the prosperous madern town is buile upon its sueient
bed,  Konyws, whose decine has contributed 1o the prospeity of
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Pakoku, was tess than fifty years ago the privcipad town at the mouth
of the Chindwin. “ Striking across towards the western shore,” wrote
Yule, ¢ we approach the large village of Koonyuwd, marked by conspicu-
ous temples and two gigantic griffin-lions,  "The shore was tined widht
magnificent trees, their large boles sunounded by the risen stream
which now washed almost the floors af the cottages. "Uhe stooping
branches laden with thick foliage, the numerous cattages buried in the
trees, and the small pagoda-spives here and there visible, rising through
the further groves, presented a succession of beautiful pictures, We
.nchored almost among the lofoy stens of a palimyra-grove, whicle the
waters had fnundated.”  Mingyan, higher up, which he describes as
lying *“ very low, just above the water-level at i greatest beight, and
without an inch to gpare,” is now three miles away from the river’s
edge,

Approaching Mingyan [ come upon the full muon rising as the sun
dips over the world, “ Pos O clarissima mundi futiina, labentem coelo que
ducitis annem” T murmur the Viggilian iovocation,  Flocks of wilt
duck flying swiftly overhead; slow-winged peewits foating parallel
with the face of the river; troops of egrets wheeling in wide ¢ircles and
showing their white under-wings to the silver moon j desert palms sable
against the red-lit west ; dark figures of boatmen on the river ; and
over all the growing beauty of the moon’s trail on the purple $paces—
of such is the spectacle that meets my eye, And long alfrer the sun has
set the steamer throbs on, favoured by the radiant clouds and the whice
splendour of the moor.

Towards midnight new lights appear on the northern horizon, and
gradually grow into the transports Lreebooter and Kob Roy, with flats
in taw, and three hundred men with vached muskets on board. 'he
placid calm of the moonlit night is broken by these new-comoers,  All
moves a3 in a play. "The panting steamers race past me down the river,
till they find an open space at which to touch; then in a flash they
swing to, and move slowly up into place. The river, lashed into futy
by the paddles, plunges in great waves and breaks vehemeutly against
the shore, The smaller crafe, catching the infection, strain madly ac
theit moorings, Tascais shout, and Captains roar their orders above the
din. The placing of the gangway planks is 4 signal to the hungry Lroops
on board and sisty secands see as many men ashore with cooking poes
that glitter in the moonlight, foraging for firewood and secking out places
in which to cook their food, Spectators talk in bated whispers of war
in the Chin hills, and there is same quality it the spectacle that makes
the bload runt and the heart beat faster, Up there in thoso distant high-
lands, so far away that fot all theiv ten thousand fect they ate invisible
from here, the rude tribesmen are unaware of the power they have
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evoked, of the destiny chat @ atready in train, 'T'he Bridsl Admins
trator up there turns from lus day’s toil with a fecling of weritation, teo
the tale of tribal rawds and the necegsity for meting oul punishment ;
the soldier in command of the frontier battalion looks with small
pleasure ac the prospect of 4 trifling expedition ; these men, now going
up there to fight, are all thinking only of their ¢mpuy stomachs, and the
supreme need of staying their hunger; but the spectator, called up
in the stilly niglie, perceives that Lite—and Death—are afoat, For
hine the veil of the commonplace (s lifted, the beating heart of the
cmpire souttds tn the nmight watches, ¢ Wae,”" say the sailors on e ships
anel the wdlers on the shore, and the word s 4 moving one,  Stray men
who have scen the passing spectacle go home withi a new found reverence
in their hearts for the mysterious entity under whose shadow they live,

As the night wears on, the fires of the bivouae die down ; _the bearded
men fall into deep sleep ; and the late moon, as she moved from mid-
heaven Lo the shadowy west, Jooks dawn upon rows of white sleepers,
who might be dead men, stretched here upon the shore of the immortal
river,

CHAPTER XXIT
IN MANDALAY

THE ARAKAN PAGODA

N 82, Cathedral Sereet, as T pass down {t oo nuy way e the Arakan
fagoda in Mandalay, there is life afoot which tempts me ofeen Lo
litigrer,

[t is the eatly morning hour when monky go forth ta beg, and
the street and all che lcels alleys leading from it are full of the men in
gellow,  Tn the wayside shops the sandal<makers ate Dusy, tha hei-smiths
are hatamering, and cabihet-makers are plying their minute voeation,
['ram the lay-scéhools come the voices of children, like the voices of
huedge -sparrows cheeping together 3 bullock-carts creak along the road ;
ponics, rich with embroidered trappings, amble swiftly by ; here and
there a nun in faded yetlow steps gently in the dust,

Cathedral Street, thus bravely starced, ends abruptly, as many things
in Mandalay used to, in a ditch, At its bottorh wornen wash clothes,
pigs rout for {vod, and the blue hills of Sagaing and the Shan highlands
flank the vista cast and west, A crazy bridge a litle way off takes me
to thic uther side, where the shops ave nearer Lo each other, and tinmen,
andd the makers of gold and silver winbrellas display theiv wares,  All



184 THE SILKEN EAST

along the way the painted acacias make vivid patches of green, most
vivid in Mandalay, when all else is dry and witheved in the sun. Whire
and gold pagodas line the rond ; there is a clanging of great bells, the
tinkte of litcle ones on lofty spives,  Chinese eating houses terapr the
passers-hy, silken skivts flash in the sunlight, and dustwhirls drive along
the beaten track,

And here, as 2 matter of fact, T have come upon the threshold of the
Arakan Pagoda, where all Mandalay gathers for warship,  Tatlors labour
here, sewing pink and yellow silk coats for childven 5 shoemakers sit

IN Ry, CATHEDRAL STRERT

surtounded by green and erimson broadcloth shoes; the shops jostle
each ather, growing more numerons, LT reach where the great masoney
cats are scarcely visible for the press of their multitude,

© From here to the latticed dooars, behind which the profile of the
fHudclim i8 faintly visible {n the interior ;;;lnmn, tharu i8 4 [nng aisle, half.
lit,’and filled with yet other stalls, L |
'f Emm{, of the pillars of the Hallare of phm unpnmtgd Wf;mu;l, others
are rich with mirtor mosaie and gmld The sceneis so attrctive, so
charged with incident and multflplu,l,ty (If hr:;smt_v, t:hfxt I came: 1rmt’£1“151h1y |
to a standstill.: The long vista ahedc lt;mpt“i Hiy lm@ﬁ forward ¢ the
shops, the bars of diffused light streaming Lhmugh the ti’fnt*t‘ifl{ilt'ﬁ l:lr:]’..t,l ne, -
tempt me to stay and logk lack. -One whe cdme: ‘hete for the fivst thime
would need to be callous indeed, JE he! hnpcﬁl Loy g srrmg,ht fzhrﬁtmggh I*mm
end to end without a ppuse, [Faur corr iclory with gnlﬂlwbmmm vty
make the sauare of the edifice under which the Buddhais enthroned. =
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