








TNTRODUCTION,

Iy 18658, the prosont Cornpiler published tho first numbar of thosa Selootiona.
Sinco thon the Indigo Queslion hag ocoupied o prominent shma of tho publio
attontion, but the proponderance of the Indigo Planiers in tho publioPross,
and the apecial favour thoy found with tho lnte Adiministvation, kept the
genorsl public ignorant of {he issue to whlsh the gquestion was iapidly ad-
vanoing, The irath unravelled by the writer iwo yems age, has, howover, wb
lnst foreed ils way, and it vosts with tho authorities as fu what tongue thoy
will give to il.

That tho vyots ave unwilling to sow indigo—thai they db nob find it yomune-
rative—thet they avo gronning wnder the ovils of a complelo snarely,— nre not
now dissoveries ; and ho who doth not bolieve in thewn seoll not tho light nwd
hearkenolh not to reason.  The Commission of Bnquiry uhout Lo ho appointed
will, it is (o bo hopad, so nmverl tho tevo stale of things, tlwl none will darve
ifnore it, though the drill to which the ryol is boing subjected by momns of
Coocion Actys nund veprossivo forces, does not strongthen the hope Ltho writer igso
sanguine to entortain from his too truoe o knowledge of oppession on the one
hand and sufforing on tho other,

The appoinimont of the Commission iy one thing galned in tho right '
direction.  On it ho insisted onrnostly in his last publication, and ho  cwnnol
bo oblivious of his almost personal obligation Lo the Govornmont and Lhe
Logislaturo for this grasious conocssion o tho Publie domand. Buwi the Com-
miasion ghould ba supplemontied by othor offective moasures beforo tho Indige
Problom oan bo sntisfactorily solvod, And these monsuros nre none other than
the recognition legislatlvely of ihe prineiple of oquel law and equal justion [ow
ail porsons of whalovor raco, origin, aud arood, and the delogation of the -
portant funotion of enforoing this principlo to porsons fitled wlike by wbilily,
oourago, and gongeienco 1o earry it out.  Undil this consummation, so dovoutly
dosiyall, iu effocted, tho Indigo Quostion comnot bo settled, .

N The papois seleelod arve intonded to supploment the “Solestions® which
thdyQovernment of Bongal have' slrondy published on tho subject. 1t may
hoyrever, bo added, that, couplad with thoso Selfjptivns, Lho papers loren con
1aifned afford the most indubitablo tostimony of the iniquily of tho Indigo wys-



tem, and the deplorabla condition of tho I;.uligo ryol.  The proposed Commig-
sion caunob elicit stvonger yproofs than those mentioned above, but the Com-
mission will bo & living reality, symbol of o power that will bo fell, and its
decroe canot, therofore, bo disputed,

Tho Native community should howover vemomber that the Indigo queslion
i not simply o “ contest hobweon Labowr and Capital 3% it hag & deeper seat n
widor range than thab It i3 a question as much nffecting tho socinl ng the
political futuro of the peoplo of Bengnl In fack os will this question be
solved, so avill thoir fuiure dostiny be detormined,

Carourna,
Lhe 11¢h Alay, 1860,
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I am divoctod 1o acknowledgo tho receipt of the leblor
: : i win, wi
Nov 74, 15th Apyil lnst flm.n ym'u‘OIch, noted i tho mnrgin, ¥ ith
No. 82, Lsth Apeil lnst., tholr original onclosures, and, in voply, tlo
No, 116, 15th Juno 1869, . ' :
communicate the following cbservalivas of
tho Licutonant-Govornor on the rquestion which wag voforral by M,
Groto for tho orders of Govornmont =

]

2nd.~It is not necossary in disposing of this matlor to go further
bacle than to tho proceedings in 1859, out of which this roforence lhas
arisen, Tho facts of tho onso appoar (o bo Lheso

3rd—Somo ryots appliod to Mr. den, tho Joint Magistrate of Thun-
sob for protoction from Mr, Lormowy, who, they suid, way going io
plough up their lands and sow them with Tudigo, Complainty of tho
game gort had beon before made 4o the Magistrodo by a mumbor of rynta
on various dalos, commoneing from November last, On roceiving tho
last complaint, Mr. Tden passod the following ovdor, addyossed Lo Uho Do
{;;f puly Magistralo of the Sub-division :—*Sinco the ryots ean sow in Uir

%mdﬂ whaiover crop they liko, no one can, withont Lheir consent and by
h‘%}cuca, sow any othor erop. Ordored, tlmr&'um, thid the ovigingl polition
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Lesent to the Deputy Magistente of Millerhaul, in order that he may send
Policemon Lo the ryols’ lands Lo prevent any disturbances thai are likely
to ensue from any compulsory eultivation of their lands, and instruet
them, that, if the land is roally thal of the ryols, not Lo allow any ona to
intarfore with it, If the ryots wish to sow Indigo or any thing olsy, the
Policemen will see that there is no disturbanee.”

dth~Mr, Larmour complained of this ordor, alleging that the effect
of it had boen to meke the ryots helieve that they would receive overy
encouragdment from the Magistiale's Court in not sowing Tndigo, for
which some of thom have roceived advances and contrngted.

5th~—Mr. Grole thought My, Larnour’s remonstranee well lownded,
and disapproved of the Magistratc’s order above quoted, Mr. Chote
dogs nol maintain, ab loast he does not in this correspondonce nasort,
that, Mr, Lovmmour can have had any right 1o compel the ryols by foreo
to sow the Indigo, or any right himself to sow Indigo, on their land,
and ho docs not deny that dispules on such affaivs aro malicr for
settloment in the Civil Courk,  Bul he cljoets o that part of the ovder
by which the Polico are directed nol fo allow any ono to inlorfore with
the ryots in the cultivation of iheir land, il the land is undoubledly
that of ryots, on the grouwnd that this condition involvoy an inquiry by tho
Darogah inlo tle point of ownership, ns his aclion 8 to depend onliroly
upon theresult of such an inquiry. This, Mr. Grole says, is throwing on
the Darogah tho ontive responsibility of relion, a courso which ho looks
upon a8 vory responsiblo.  He considers the Magislratc’s ovdor inconsist-
onti with the principle on which Mr. Bden himsolf founds, whicl privei
plo M Grote, as Tlis Honor understands him, dooes nol: contest, namely,
that the contvasts botweon Indige Manufactuvors and Ryots for the
cullivation and sale of Indigo plant, when dispules arise bobween them
on the gromad of alloged breach Ly cither party, ave matiers cxclusively
for the sotiloment of tho Civil Cowrts, and matiers o which the Magis-
tracy and Criminal Couris have no jurisdiction, and with which tho To-
lice have no right and ought not to intorfore on ono side or tho othor,
any more than in disputes about the Civil Cowrts,  Disapproving of the
order on the above grounds, v, Grote insteucled My Hden to amond
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his ordes, by making 1L known that 16 was not the intouliun of the arder
“{hat Polico protection should by given Lo stwh ryobs ws had anbered intn
engagoments with tho faclory, aud woro now on any proleneo holding
back from their porformanco.” Mr, Tidon obayed those inatructions, bl
he supportod the consistoney and propricky of his own views, explaining
that in matter of fact the ryots in this enso wero mulispubed owners of o
land, and wore in possession of it ; that Mr. Larmonr pub forward no
claim to it, and that tho ordor applicd only to land’ in suelt circum-
stances. Mr. Tdon has wrged his point with much intefligence nnd
force. Mr. Grote, howevor, ndhores to his original view, and holds thnk
all that ought to bo required of the Police, in cases of such complainix
as those made to Mr. Edon in this case, is that thoy are to provent, if
they can, aclual disturbance of the peace, and if they cannob provent (n
breach of the peace), to arrest and bring Lo justice thoso who distarh it

Gth—T1 15 to ho obsorvod, that it 19 not (6 ho psstmed thad in the case
out of which this diseussion avose, dMr, Lariour or his servanls seted in
any way improperly or illegally, My, Tarmeur has deniod all intontion
w ngo forco,  The geneinl quostion in no,way doponds upon le merils
of this particular dispute ; it relaios only W the course which tho' Police
ought tv adopt when sueh disputes ay Uis nrise,

Tth —The quostion on which Governmont is (o deoide v, which of
these two courses should bo presoribod to the Police in disputon of thi
nature—tho conrse of moteoting the undoubted posscssor of the land
from the physical intorference of strangors wha came wpon the lund, that
it shall be cultivaled only with Indigo, on tho allegation that the
possessor of the land hag promised to cullivalo a, covtain yuantity of Il
with Indigo, for sale to'them al a fixed price, av the cowse of aunonnea
ing that no proteciion will Lo given against suel physieal infericeenen
lo ryols who are under ongagements (for the cultivation and sapply of
Indigo) with those sirangevs, and hold Dack from performing  (heh
engagements, and of standing by until (he disputo venches the poing of
a hreach of the peace, when whosevver breaks the peace is to be maested
and taken lo the Magistrate {o he punished
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8th~—This is & most important practienl quostion, aud the Licutenant-
Glovernor thinks it is strange that it hos not been anthoritatively dotor-
mined helore, as cases of this sort aro of daily oceurrenco. On {ho one
hand, the manufacturor of Indigo dyo, which is one of lho siaples of
these provinces, affirms that, if thoe ryols sxe protoeted by tho Polico from
such intorforence with their cultivalion as iy doseribed, no Indigo plant
will bo cultivated wherofrom he enn manufasture tho dye, On tho obher
hand, the ryot alfirms that, if ho i3 unprolectod wndor such civcumstances,
ho is deprived of tho use of his possession, and sent (o prison for rosigt~
ing the trespnssor, '

9th~Tho Licutonant-Governor nssumos that Mr. Edon's principlo, as
abovo slated, is, beyond all guestion, the truo oxposition of the law of the
madter as 1t stands, and he connol agreo with Mr, Grote in thinking that
My, Fdow's order is inconsistont with that prineiple, If Mr, Groto’s objee-
{ion iy well foundod, b 1s beyond the provines of thoe Polico, as throwing
undue responsibility of notion upon thom, to potect any men in the
possoasion of Dils proporty againgl foreo, if tho foreo is exerled by porsons
who allgzo promises in thoir favowr, Tlis argumont s, that in all such
casos 1o duty of tho Policois to sland still, unloss o hreach of tho peneo
{s imminent; in that cose thoy ayoe to provent sueh brosch if thoy cmn,
and if thoy cannol, they aro o swresl whomsoover they find in tho act
of Dreaking the poace,

10th—It appesrs o tho Liculenant-Govarnor thet ihis doclring is
untenable ; he eannot suppose thal any ono would think of muintnining il
when the propery in quostion s porsonal. If o fravoller is passing
along the highway, andjs smrounded by mon who insisb wpom his deli-
vering to thom his purso out of his pocket, alloging thnt ho il promisod
10 do 80, no one, tho Lieutonani-Covordor lulioves, will maintain tliat o
Police Darogah and his mon, who are paid to 1epross all oulrnges, ought
to sfand by withont interforing, on tho ground that they cannol toll with-
ot inquiry whother the purse halongs to thg pessonger or not, ud thal,
thorofore, it is throwing log mueh responsibility upon the Polico Lo ex-
pech them to teko any actiorfin such en allair, mnlil thoro iy a Iwench of
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{he peaco, Tven so, the Lioutensni-Clovernor doos nol e hww the
Polico could csonpo tho rosponsibilily cvontually of coming bo & conelu
sion from tho fact passing boforo his ayes, and tnking a line of netion
foundock npon that conclusion ; for supposo tho passonger to propure to
resisl those who offor to (ke his purse, avo tho Polico to hald his hands
for fonr of tho puriies coming to blows? or if ho do vosist, and ko a
brench of tho poneo oocws, s ho, $o ba lakon up for enusing L7 That
would be 1o net on tho conclusion that tho assnilants had & right lo foreo
the pwsn out of the passenger’s possossion ; or the assailanly to Lo takon
up, that would bo a lmo of action founded on the contrary conclusion,
Asg then that Police must bo driven at last into assuming the rosponsis
bility of coming to  rational conclusion undor tho civcmmstances, as {o
whether tho parly rosorting to force has o right lo do so or not, what
reagon can thero bo to prohibit thom from so acling ni first loforo any
such colamity has happened ?

11¢h—The Licutenant-Govewnor is uneblo to see sy difforonco of
principle when the case is ono of forciblo ontry, which is no Joss an out«
rago, whon withoul colour of law, than the forciblo soizure of porsona
property 3 and he boliovos that in any caso unconnoetod with Tadigo, no
ono would quostion the proprioty of tho Polico inlorforing Lo protest w
subjoch from such anoutrago, Suppose tho euso roversod, and that tliose
ryots, alloging that Mr, Lormour haul promisod to lot them have tho ugo
of housos and grounds, had ontored that gontloman's premisos, snd ine
sistod on sowing his garden with riee, or had takon possession of Liw faa-
tory to store thoir grain in it, tho ldeulonani-Clovornor doubts it My,
Grote twould hold that, on Mr, Larmour's esll for proteotion on the
Police, 1t would bo throwing too much responsibility on the Darogalt to
expeot lim to act on tho conclusion that My, Lewnonr lud o right to
such protoction under the cirowmsiances,

12¢h~Indoed, ovory Polico Officer must not in tho oxoreiso of his
power or functions on his own responsibility, and ho conld not bo relivverd
from thet nocessily without making lim aliogothor useloss, Nor iy il
cagy to see o cnso in which tho responsibility of forming a 1ational conelus
sion under the cirowmstancos can bo losy, thon one in which purly
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pretonding no claimt heyond whal may or may not be valid gronnd of
civil action, and setting up no protonce of ownership or possession, o
1ight of possession, in partioulnr field, which field is koown tv be in Lhe
undisputed possession of another parky, sends mon upon that feld Lo
canse 1l Lo be sown with something tho possessor of Lhe ficlds objoels to,

18th~TIt is tho course which Mr, Groto has proseribed in the presont
ease, which appears to the Licutenant-Govornor to be inconsistent with
the principle above laid down, and certainly o bo opon lo the objection
that it throws undue responsibility on the Polico, By this courso the
Police wore prohibited from protecting in the uso of thoir own land such
ryots as had engagoments with the Factory, and wore now on any pre-
tenco holding back from the porformance ol their brgaing.  Tlow is tho
Darogah to ascortain whother the ryot has or has nol made sueh an
engagoment 1 There is nothing in what passes bofore his oyes to show
how the facts stand, Ho cannot know the fact or form o rational goess
on the point without guwst judicial enquiry, and it is quite cortain Lhat
he has no authority Lo enter into any such onquiry, and no powoer o
oblain the ovidence, wilhoul which no conclusion wpon the question
could be formed, 'Fhis alone seoms o fatal objection,

14th~—~Thero is, howovor, s strongor abjeetion 1o this courso of pros
ceeding, namoly, its sulstanlial injustice ; supposing the Polica Darogah
to be a propar funclionary, to try tho quostion of the mutnal civil obliga-
tions of the two partics, he is, by the proposed couvso of procedure, direc-
ad, a8 it worg, to execule judgmoent in favour of the plaintiff if ho decides
the one issuc of engagement, or no engagement in his favour. The xyol
may confoss tho engagement, and still may have many ivresistible pleas
to avoid consequence the opposito parly insisls upon. Novertheless,
judgments to be given and exceuled against him without having ono of
plons or pretences as they are ealled, such a system of procedure would
be unjust.

"

15th~=For example, it is stated to bo a common oceurronce for a ryot
{o say that he is willing, according to his engapenwnd, o sow many hee-
gahs with Indigo, and (hat 1o how land fit for the purpose, bul that he is
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not willing to sow his bost land with that conparatively wnprofitable
crop, as his Lost land is capablo of growing whal will he many lime
more remuncrative 1o him, A falror plea ennnol e imagined, Iad it
must bo ignored v the courso of pracedure laid down by Mr Groto,
which, in fact, leaves tho Planter’s peons o seleel for Tndigo what fRells
they ploase, supportod passivoly, o say tho lenst, Iy the Polico,

16t —~Tho Licutenant-Glovornor eannol but disapprove of o Tolico
ovder of this charactar

17th—Tha truth is, that disagreoments of the charncter in question
ave by their very nature subjeets for judicinl decision, which ecatinot bo
adjusted without fully hoaring boith partics, There is no doubt, thal as
the law now stands, the Moonsifl’s Cowrt or the higher Civil Courts mro
the only authorities who have lawlul cognizance of thom, Lo theso conrls,
thorefore, Doth partics should bo left. I ocithor parly lo the conlrret
concoivo himself to ho wrongaed by tho other it is for him to sue the
othor party. In the supposed ense the Tndigo planter is the party con-
coiving himself to bo wronged. It is for him, thorefote, nol lo judgo Lis
own case, and to exooule hy his own poons his own judgmenl in his own
favour, but to suo tho vyot in the Civil Courl, whore an impmrtial decision
ig pussable, the ryot has o vight to bo protuctﬁxd against any obhor sourse,

18th—1It may be thet it would bo well 4f speedior means oxisled of
golling the ease adjudged, and spocific parformance judicially ovderod, or
substantinl damages nwardaed, than the Moonsi{'s Court afford, Bul to
introduce in offect into tho systom of procedurs in such casos the petion
of a power which eannol form a judgment on tho question in dispute, aud
does not prelend to do so, is to take a slep which corlaiuly is not a slop
in the right direclion, -

19¢h—1In his lotier of the Oth ultimo, My, Grote makes some remarks
{rom which the Licutenant-Governor infors thal heis not sure that * tho
usual practico all over the country” in regard Lo the cultivation of Tndigo
is supported by law. Bul any thing is supported by lnw Lo which all
paxties inlevested agree. I the ryols agree Yo such minule intovforenco
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with {heir erop ag is desoribed, o]l s aw it should e, Bul whenever boih
partios do not agrac, neither can bo allowed to go huyond his Iawful
vights, whalover they may be.

20th— Tiwould bo greadly 1o bo lnmented if any thing should check
Indigo cultivation so long asit is a wholesome commercial onlerprise,
But it cannot be supported ab tho oxponse of justice, aud no wholesome
i1ado requires such supporl, If the eultivation bo, as il must be prosumad
t0 be, certainly as it ought to be, for tho mutual advantage of hoth the
producer and purchaser of tho plant, it is'not very casy to see why ono
party should he loss anger for it than tho othor.  If the ryot finds that on
cortain sorts of land at the prico offored him for Indigo plont that eulti-
vation pays him bottor than any other, if ho finds that wlien he eultivates
Indigo ho is o loss sectre from ill-loatmont than other peoplo of hig
class, and if the poons and nalivo servants of the Factovy aro not allowed
to barnss him go as to disgust him with tho businoss, tho manufacturor
should be in no difficulty in such & wholesome stato of things, ho ghould
have no moro lawsuits to engago in, and should have no moro catse
cither to fonr or o hopo from tho intorforenco of tho Magistrato and
the Police than any other men ongaged in fadr {rado.  I6 is tho wholo-
somo stale of things which should Lo oncouraged. But if the enso ho
otherwiso in any pavticular distriel, or wilk rny partieular Plantoy
tho obvious inforence is, 188 cithor Tndigo is not nalurally suitad 1o
that place, or that tho rorrizxdy is in tho hand, not of tho Polico, but of
tho Indigo Manufacturer himsolf.

(Bigned) A R YOUNG,
Seey. {o the Govt, of Bengal,

THE INDIGO SYSTEM AND SOWINGS,

Tne Ryor As A rES Aceyr—It would appoas from tho vaporl of the
Indigo Plantors’ Asyociation’s meeling {of the [8ih Juno [859), that
somo evil-disposod mogistratos, being moved, and seduced by the insti-
gntlon of the dovil, hava been dering to talk to tho ryots of rights. Well
may My, Thoobald be indignant, and talk of n polition 1o Porlinmont.
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The idon of avyot’s vights (1 In it nob laid down i Magie Chartn,
a Ulack man has no rights 2 Well may the Biitishors {owr that we 6h
about 1o lose India fiom the incompolency of our vulows, when Mg
tnles bogin to talk of e nigger's vights,  As My, Theobald indiguanu
obseives, « for Magistintos bo cncomage what is ab onee contewry 1o forw
nid morality, ond io thoe fair intovests of capital, is infolnable,  If Magn-
iratcs choose Lo stop out of the proper Hine mvd tonoh xghts, they showy
proclain the plantors' vights as woll as those of the 1yots.  Abstinctedls
it is t1uo & ryol is fics to cultivabe or not to oultivato indige ov any othy-
production, But if ho takes money for a particular cullivation for o pu.
tiewlar sonson, whether of indigo or anything clso, ha pro faaty exchungoes
his (ieedom for a new condition ; and & Magistrate who tolls the ryols thoy
are still free whils undor such engagomonts, proachos false doetrine md
bad law, and {s a firebrand 4o the population | 11" Now we all know,
at loast wo havo all beon told, time afler time, that the Seactary 1o the
Indigo Plantors has o monopoly of legal knowledge ; he has taken ovory
opportunity of improssing upon the pnblie, thal he is the only man in India
who knows anything whatevor aboul the matler ; heis, in facl, & walk-
ing corpus juris, "Wo shall not, thorefore, of courso endeaveur Lo dispuily
a question of low with so distinguished a jurist, wo only prooecd wed yuew-
tionem facti, 18 ib « contrary to law and mmals, and to tho lir iuteredts
of eapital,” that o magisteate should ondeavour (o preserve intact the
righis of tho ryots bo do what thoy like with thoir own 2 Tho ryots have
intorests of capilal just as much as the planter. [wil emteary fo mo-
rals that the Magisivate should rofuso to allow a planter Lo come wilth &
few hundred ploughs, and, under the protence that tho ryol’s geand-futher
had barrowod monay from hir, which had never Leen 1opead, sow theyol's
land with indigo, and nover pay him for tho produes 7 What wonld M,
Theobald say, if the Governmont wos to detormine to supply the dofi-
cioncy in the rovenue, by sonding down a detaelunent of troops o every
indigo factory in tho country, and if the officor in commaad of the parly
was {0 seizo tho plantors by the ears, and ordor them at once Lo maunfae-
ture so many hundred maunds of indigo, at a prico econsidorally loss than
the actual cosl of production ; and oven out of (le small sum given them
to deduet ono-third ou variows grounds—sny, for instance, for stampr,
&o, never uacdl; or if the officor, in the caso 8F the planter, being reeus
2
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witht, was to Jock him up in a godown, nerely giving him enongh {o keop
paim alive; or supposing him to he an influontial Infl.il, with relationg
righely to make & row, 1o forwnrd him scorvetly from Kishuaghuor to My-
nsing, and thence $o Dacea, and then vound by Malde, keeping him
a}ne, antil he signed a bond, agreeing to evorything ihal was demand-
Indof him, and then, and not ill thon, voleasing him? Would Mr.
Btheobald callc this a contract, and consider il against law and mornls,
frf 5 Magistrate was to {ell tho planler who came 1o lodge a com-
bolaint, that sucha mode of inereasing the revenue was illegal? Yot
[Jlf?e ghould much like to know whal would be the difference hetwoen
Riovernmenl treating the planters thus and tho planters tresting the
ryots as thoy do now, Thereis no moro a confract in 1ho ono case Lhun
the other. o do not profess to know as much about the law of con-
tracts ags My, Theobald, but we certainly abways thought that there
must be two parties to a confrach, and thal thore nmust be at least
gome oubward show of free will on both sides, We were not before
aware that o mere assertion, on the part of the planior, that ho, many
yoars ago, advanced & small sum of monoy to a man, was sufficiont to
bind ever that man’s descondants, front genorntion Lo genoradion, ay sloves
to the parly making the ndvance.  Mr, Theobald pretends to lLolisve—
it can only bo a pretence—=thal & ryob comes volunbmily and ongngos
to sow & cortain ainouut of Jand with o cortnin erop, for n cortain soagon ;
but ho must know well thal this is nol tho ease 3 bul that, if' oven an
actual money adveance is over made, il is somo ifling sww, nol suffi-
ciont lo support a man for & wook ; and doos lie supposo, for ano mo-
mont, that s mon, as fond of frocdom as o Bongaleo cullivator prover-
bially is, would oxchange this freedom for “a new coudition” for the
sake of & fow annas, which he knows ho will have to ropay ono-thousand-
fold, when he ocould, with equal ease, obinin the same sum from a
native merchani, and only lave lo pay twonly-lold? Tt is nob honest
of the Beeretary of the Association to srgue as if any such thing as a
bond fide voluntary contrach existed betweon g plantor and his ryols,

Bub oven for the sake of nrgumont, supposing that the conlrnel was
a voluntary bond fide engagoment, for the mutual advltnmgc of both
parties, does o man by entofng into suclh a contracl “pro fuifo exchange
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his condition of frecdom for & now condition ?” And is o Magistante in the
wrong who prevonts n plantor (rom foreibly compolling n vyol to fulilmwh
contractg? Certainly not, s conlract Lo entlivate indige is oxactly the sune
a8 8 contacl to do anything olse, and aryol divpuling tho contract has
as much right o demand protection of person and proper by fram ull for-
cible attempts to compel him to [ulfll his conlract as any one clso, n-
tl the claim is decided by o Civil Conrt. If 8ix Movlon Pelo, ov any
other eminent contraclor, was to contract to make A railway in this
country, and was nol to mako it in the manner that the Railway Com-
pany thought they lLad a right to expect, would the Railway Compa-
ny be acting legally in sending a number of myrmidons to bring Sir
Morton before them, 1o earry off all his furniture and jewels, 1o ill-dwat
his family, aud wltimatoly to flog him and confiue him in a damp collnr
until ho salisfied all demands of the Company, and in addition gave
handsome doveours to every clerk and porter in tho establislinent?
We expect that tho police would interfore, and wa think thai My, Thoeo-
bald would not question the logulity of Uhir inferfercnco,  [s thore
then oue code of law aud morals for Morton Polo’s snd anolher for

Shaik Buxoo's? ¢

But this is on the falso supposition thal a valuntary conluaet netunlly
oxista, Lot s take things as thay really me,  Suppose 1hat Sir Morten
Poto was oul, awd that & mossenger lrom the Railway Company was to
como and chuck down a bag of rupers in lis door-way, and tell his fami-
ly thal it'was an advance for a Railway ho was to construet al sueh aued
such a price : supposo thai the money was uol ever picked up, hut that
the messengor was to call upon a couple of his own sorvants to witnoss
that the monay was actually thrown down : suppose that, on nceount of
Siv Morton’s absence, his nearest malo relative wes soizod ancd was
carriod off Lo the Company’s Ofide, and the end of & pon put futo his
hand to touch, and that the fouch of the pon hy Sir Morton's enusin
was to bo considered by the head of the offico as equivaleni Lo Sic M-
ton's signature o a contfact Lhal ho had never seen : or suppone | Liad
the contiact was nover detually wrilon st all—would the Railwny Com-
pany bo juslificd in"‘balling upan the Polics to compol Sir Morton ta
jeake the Railway ¥ Would Sir Morton be held pro fento 1o have vz
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changod his freedom for n now condition 1 if nol, why shonld the ryot
e held to have dono so under procisely similar cirenmiglances § Would
‘a Magistrate who refusod 1o punish Sir Morlon be-held wp as “a five-
hrand $o tho popalation 1 W trow not; but, accowding to Mr, Theohald’s
unprejudiced “judicial mind,” he is ono—Indian Field, June 25, 1859,

A e it

Orrum AND INDIGo.—Thoro i ono part of My, Thoobald’s roport that
deserves further notice, and this is the argumont that “the Govormnent,
whose relation to the ryots in the open distriets is vevy like that of
the planters in the indigo districts, has fonnd tho want of a specinl law
for the protoction of its eapital ; and the samo law ought to be extonded
to tho indigo districts.” Tho most charilablo way of viewing this assor-
{ion is {0 assumeo thet My, Theobald knows ag little of the system of
opium cultivation as he protends to do of the sysiom of indigo cultiva-
tion, 'We nced not go inlo tho question on this ocoasion, though possi-
bly we may bereafter. Suffice ib Lo say that the opium is grown under
advances, the onliivator brings his crop to the factory, is paid up aba
very high rate in foll, and his accouni closed within a wock of the
dolivery of 1ho drug 3 hie pnyments amounting 1o from Rupoes 25 to 30,
or sometimas Rupeds 85 per hoognh, The ryol who sows indigo has
Rupees 2 Torced upon him against bis will : il ho vofuses il, ho is im-
prisoned, boaten, and starved. O this sum he gots osced bofore ha
loaves the promises, The avorage produee of a beogah [otehes Rupeos 2 ;
if his produco is in excoss of his advanco, still ho is kept on tho books, and
an old advanae of thirty years hofore juggled into his accounts,” Govérn-
mott from time to timoe changes the price which is paid for tho ogﬁum,
80 85 to assimilate it to tho'ratos that the vyot could oblain fov the noat
prafitable crop.  Tho planter has never changed his prics, but, has {chang-
ed his mensure for the worse : "Ehe moasuring chain of old dufys was
many feob shorter than the prosentm” ghain, Clovernment oxercifes no
influcnce to induco the altoration do tako their advances, The planter
notoriously purchases zomindarces and pulfisgs to obtain pawor to
pel his tenant lo sow for him, The Gomx%ﬁent agoncies aroc supforin-
tondad by gontlomon of great rosponsibility aﬂ‘a high soolal stand
who havo no interost t]mmsolves in the produce’ “of the fetori icr, T
mchgo factoriés aro eithor siiporintonded by the owuer, & man whose rea
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Einglish foelings bave heen deadoned by o loug coloninl life, impunily
from punishment, social or legal, frrosponsilility, mnd the working of »
system which he probably found in forco whon he enne to tho emmdry,
and whioh is too profitablo for him to care to allor until enmpelled Lo do
80 ; he is of cowrso pocuniarily intevosted in getling as much indigo sowi
as hic onn, and as ho bas not & monopoly lika the Government, hut hes »
number of compotitors all around him, hio is sorely tomptod {o:linve ro-
conrse o the {yranny and oppression which have muda the nuhg,,u cul-
tivation the greatest curse under whieh tho Bongal ponsant ewflors.
Where the planter himsolf doos not manage his own cstaie, it s mado
over to a manager, generally sclected for his powoers of niggor-driving,
who recoivos & commission on tho out-twrn, and wioso appointinent de-
pends entirely upon tho amount of the dye he can produce,  Towevor,
the systems are so ontirely apposite, that it would tuko up column after
eolumn if we were to proceed {o point ont all the pohnts in which they
differ ; suffico it to say that so long as Tingland keeps India tho planters
never shall and never will have an Aet investing themn with the powers
cxercised by the Government opiwm agenls, We oxlract olsowheron
vory sensibla lebtor on this subjeet o o My, Hutchinsou, who vesides
appavently in the centro of tho greatest indigo-growing distriet in Bungal,
in most of whoso avguments wo concurIndiun ¥iold, Novem.
Der 26, 1839,

[ 7he follawing is the letler veferved to gbave,]
Pt ¥

To the Bditor of the Bengal [Turkar.
Dean S1x,

In tho proccedings of the Central Commiliee Tneligrs
Plantors’ Association, dated 114 111:3!,&11!3 and pobilishod in the JHudare
of the 10th idem, I find thai ika Becrotary remwked that “ the Govorn-
ment, whoso relation to th 1yots in the Opiwn districls is vory Tike it
of tho planters’ in the Tudigo districls, has found the want of » uperial
law for the pmu.chmp, of s mplml, and the swme law onght to e
extondod Lo capilal omplnyvd i Indige eyltivaiion. Do (e planters
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netually want the same speoind luw, and o they prepared to lake it
for «battor and for worse?” If thoy bave the sume special lasw, will
they act like the Governmont? On the represeniation of tho Opium
ryots the Clovernment has sanctioned an increaso of 8 or 12 annas on
every seer of Opium, ‘Wil the plantors do the sume to their Indigo
ryots? Axo tho planters prepared to close their Indigo Concorn al tho
same time with the Governmont, should ithe lalier give up .Opium
cultivation ¢ Tt must be borno in mind, bofors tho planters make n
vash promise to suit their present interest, that theve is & voico already
raised in England against the Governmont for ils connoelion with the
Opium trade, and that voice will ultimately pravadl,

The Government, for diveis reasons, may havo special faws for the
protection of its futerest, which, in realily, is the interest of thoe com-
munily ; so the planters need not look enviously at tho temporary gains
of the Government from the Opium irade. There will como n time
when the planters will be allowed to manufacture Opium if they choose,
but in the meanwhilo lot thom study political economy, and know that
Indigo as well as Opium can always be had for whab it eosls 1o pro-
duee if.

Like other t mders the Indigo Plantors must toil and win, or loso,
without the intorvontion of o apectl tuaw.  {lave tho manufnelurors of
Silk or Saltpetre, Sugar or Ten, & speciel low to cnablo thamw to pro-
cure the 1w malerials from the ryots? Are not theso tradors of groater
imporlance to the community than the ridiculousty few proprietmy
Indige plonters whom wo &;mld name and counl upon. owr fingers

No legislation is nomssn.rylyt%ﬁ the supply of Indigo lenf. ’l‘h‘{e ryols
will produce that voluntarily if they ave adequntely paid. The price
of every commodity has boon enhanced of lato, save Lhat of Indigo leaf,
for wluch the plantors will not consent to S8y to tho zyols more than
the price of bygone yesvs, No plantor will, lms honour as n gentloman,
gontradiot my assertion. Tor the said um‘easmituhlonoﬁs, and other minor
oppressiops, the ryots do not agree to fresh advences; heneo tio con-
stand x0ws between the planters and tho ryots,
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Parhaps tho plantors may wrge, “novor wind the fresh adudnces, lot
ihe ryols pay us the old dobls™ To this T would roply that the planters
themsolves havo roduced the 1yols Lo their present stato of irrelvievable
indobladness by advaneing monoy on imprudent and nsnrions gonditdons,
and therefore tho planiers, like othor tradesmon, ymst pay the penalty of
their rash spoculations, The planters may suc and win, and light thoir
oigars with the doorees, if thoy plense; bub no good man would sympa-
thize with porsons who encowrage immorality by making indiscroot
advances 1o the needy ryots of Bengal,

Tn justice to the Secratary and the plantera T should appear in niy
proper name, therefore I heg to subseribe,

Dear Siy, yours faithiully,

Havsgaanny, NUDDEA, 1 CPCW, TUIRCIITNSON,
The 21st November, 1859, § e
! trubily

R R i

Lo the Editor of the Bengnl Hurkar,

Drar Siz,

I mp that in trenting on Tudigo matters in the revkare
of tha 10th instant, you have wasted much apnco to no purpos
quolations from the Crleutte Review and The Tndéan Fiddd, That e
ab largo do not want to know what Mr. Bomwolsch or My, B, Undorhill
thinks of the plantors, and most of your readers cave a fig whaether the
“ oceupying tenants” in Indigo districls are boitor fod and elad than their
snblo brethren in other parts of Bengal. Tho quotations ave innpplicable Lo
the present dernand of the planters and ocoupying tenants, and & sound
lawyor would have eschowed the tostimony of Mr, B Underhill in the
prosent inslanco, Their domand hinges on the prineiples of freo trade,
voluntary labowy, and adequads Wwages—vomumerntion, and it ean o
determined only by tho nocopted rules of polilical scofomy, a scionee
sadly noglocted by tho Anglo Indiuns, including Tditors, Priost, and
Planiors, though onch and all of thom have thelr ambition and visteus of
henovary sonts at the Council Downd, Amongat other things, M. I8
Underhill, it seows, does nol approve of “Seeupying tonands managing
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the lands ag they ploase ;" and he would sulgecl the oceupying ryots to
the will and tasto of the zomindars and planters, heonuse the Tands neur
the farms and factovics look so prety, If so, with what eolsislonayov
ghow of roason, conld tho ocenpying tonants be mada o pay rent for I{L:lds
which thoy may not uso or cultivate ag thoy pleaso, it is “hard 10 gloesy ;
porhaps you will enlighton us, Morcover, is the prebly appearancs of Iﬂ.\ldﬂ’
near factories & critorion of the happiness in the home of the ryots ¢

There can be na doubi thal it is not the plenters’ interest to oppross
the “ocoupying tenants,” and that planters sre driven to opprogaion (ny
Mr. B, Undorhill says) by tho falsehood and roguery of the ryols, Tm(los‘-
men learn to condtuet thoir business from expericnce, plonters should do

:o}];ﬁ% Wo. hear thom complaining agninst the ryots, aad calling
{]w;n N ;uc}f\‘i 1113;5;‘01‘3, liars,} cmd. B hufulred similar opithots, 1f tho ryots

15 v gl why not gqvoeid doing business with them? Do not
are iai;llglf ::; h:o;}ﬂ:mgikn af,]m}gﬁes for Indigo leaf. Employ coolies and
Engage Uiem, nota .y, allomla‘:cu‘:;ﬁnt’{h@ honesty is the bost slepping-

Boonuals, and therob;le , :
stone to compatence afu wontenimont. Bnouna.li)h’,’\“f“i. coolios can alwnys
d thore't the country with

he hod for what thay cost to procure them, an
all ils falness before tho plantor. On his shkill and .W;iﬂinga
deponds his forluno,  Flo has ¢the advaniago of tho law loo in lsdaxour.
OF ull parsons, tho planter has hesk canso not o complain agninst tho law
of tho goumtry, It is alweys within his vonoh, and his wealth and position
groatly assisl him to wiold against vecusant ryols. Bat I am digrossing,
and it is time to conclude. Befora doing so pleaso lob mo hold you hy
the small fingor.  You require a littlo support when tronding on Tneligo
ground; Though I have not scon any one of the chayges or petitions of
the ryots, yel from what I hear, I can safoly toll you that amongst othor
things, their chief demand s fo be loft alont ; they do nol wish o like
advamee, nor ender into contracts for Tndige leaf;,s0 you noed not
foar of the ryols “ropudiating their engagoments.” Thoy are nol wil-
ling to enter info contracis. It is the planter that is anxious Lo have the
ryots do 8o, for it is loss oxponsive.
Ve,
Tnatead.of indulgig in. makicious inuendoes, Lrutal attacks on ine
dividual chargotoss, crude fud cursory quolations from depositions, miul
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silly vorbal criticisms, editors of Anglo-Indian jowrnals would dn well
were they to write, and invite disoussion, on the prosent domand of (heir
planter friends and constiluonts, and the Tndige ryols  The demand in
besed on political ceonomy, and planiers that can write should join,
Thoy will find this loss expensive than olub and apenr law.  Government
snd the community will listen to roason, bul never siceumb to hrato
foree,
I romain, dear Sin,
Yours obediently,
, W. L. HUTOHINSON,
Havsriainy, NUDDEA,
19th Jamuary, 1860,

Tom evidence s fast gathering to fulness. Ti is now peiont to {he
world that the Indigo Planters are o cluss of peily tyrants, snd that the
ryots in the indigo planting distriots are treated no hoeller fhnn the
cobton producers of the Slave Siates, The truth is no longer confined
to the bosom of Mofussil soviety. All thal we have hilhorto said ngnind
the class havo been proved to be no colowring, Ono of tho Iatesh wit-
nossog {0 the fact is a European gontleman, n residout in an incligo-
growing distriot.” Mx 8. 'W. Uutchinson, in the Jurkurn of the 28wl
instant, calinly writes t— No logislation is nceossnry for tho supply of
indigo leaf, 'The ryots will produce thai volunlarily, if' they ave ade-
quatoly paid.  Tho price of overy commodity las Laon enhanced of late
to the ryots more than the pricos of by-gone yoars. No plantor will on
his honour as 4 gentloman contradict my assortion.” A, litile further o,
he says, © for the said wnreasonnblonoss and other minor appressions, the
ryols do not conseny to fresh advancos 5 henca the conglani rows bo-
twaen the planters and tho ryots. Porhaps ihe plaulers may urge,
“ never mind fresh advances, let the ryots pay us tho old dobts 1" Bui
“ tho planters themselves have redyped the ryols to their presont stute
of irrotrievable indebtednoss bygsndvancing monay on imprudent aud
usyrious conditions. ” » No plaintiff would wisk for bottor avidenco in
his favour from the mouth of his opponent’s witness, ove is not only
& simple assortion, but, an assortion coupled with a chnllenge. * No
planter will, on his honour as o gentlenmar®, sontradivt my asseriion,”

3
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Vorily this is a fine pass for the plantovs j—~they are threatonsd to be
bullied into confossion. “We shall be heartily gratified Lo soe some brave
spixit take up the glove, for it ig of & natuve that cannob well be passed
by. Tn it are at sinke their honoup and reputation. Bo e coward and
losa reputation, or maintain it at the risk of defeat. But what is this
assertion to which such a merciless condition is attached ? Why, it is
nothing more or loss than thai the employmoent of forced labour in the
cultivation of indige, and forced labour of the most odions kind, is park
and an essential part of the indigo planting system in Bongal. “The
ryots will voluntavily produce that, if they ave adequately paid” The
plain congbruction of this is thab the ryots of Bengal arc as yet dvivon
to their work hy the Bengal Legraas, by the wrack and tho pock ; that,
far from roceiving adequato prices for thoir marketable laboar, they
me forced to live on advancos, nay lo pay thoiv old debls (Heavon
knows when made and how contracted, and to what amount) ; give up
the use of their land, the uso of their ploughe, tho wse of their lunbs
evon, for the raising of the indigo crop, ihe profit on which i 1o go
solely to gorge tho avarice of Lheir usurers ; while the poor wrotohes,
with their famished familios, are reduced to starvation j—compliance to
the will of the tyrant all tho while being seowred iy minor oppressions,
Ly which mild phrase Mr, Hutchingon no doubt inlends putling in iron,
locking up in chunam godowns, horse-whipping, and if need be, looling
and setting fivo to houses, Thig is tho picbure of the indepoudent Brilon
denwn by o friondly hand 3 by such moeans os these doos hie dovelop the
veacurces of the conntry, and promoie the wolfare of her sons ) in
such a way a8 this he civilizos the nation ; with such wmotivos as those
he earnestly petitions Parliament for settling bis class in  colonies
throughout the lands .guch are the men who stylo themsclves the true
repregentatives of the British public |1/
oy,

The worst, feature of the case is thal the law will afford no remedy.
The planter is above the law, To laughs at it, he seorns it, he defies it
Ih was only o few monthe ago that My, MoocArthuy, of the Meergungo
Foctony in Zillah Jessove, was fined for a piceo of faclory outrage, and
what ig mave, shown up pretty conspicuously iu tho newspapors, Ilear

om g eorrespondent ahout his foriher doines e



(10

“ Wa honr on good anthorily that the people of some villages within
the sub-division of Magoorah in Jossore, have compluined o the nithos
rities of the opprosvions of tho nolorious My MacArthur of Muorgungn
Factory, who was o short time ago fined for unlawlully keeping sovornl
men in irons. It appears that the villagors refused o sow indigo for hi
factory on the terms dictated by him, consequenily the shove planter
threatened to plunder and burn their villagos,

“Wa are informed that since the above complaint wus made, the said
planter has actually plundered some houses of the villagers in the fave
of the police who seem 1o be paid by the planter, and, not being satisfied
with plunder obtained on this oceasion, 18 again preparving to plundoer
and domolish all tho housos of the villagors who complained against
him,"—ITindoo Pairiot, December 8, 1859,

Tue CeREMONY oF ADVANCING—Tho worslip of tho bluo Mammon iy
yearly innugurated with tho coramony of maeking advancos,  Most of our
readors who hoar 8o much of the liborality of the factory in mnking
these advancos and the rascalily of the ryol in not working it ofl' hawo

probably never witnessed il A deseripion thovofore will not bo an-
acceptablo to thom.

About the montls of ISurlic and Aghran the factory mmeon mnkes
oul a list of all the cultivator clays of ryots inhabiling tho villages which
comprise & factory line, with tho number of ploughs and bullocks, aml
the extent of land which cach individual is master of ab the limo, and
submits it to the Cowashia or the native Supevintendont whe, afier
consulling with his Burepean superior ns to tho nunbor of loeogahs
which would bo that yoar laid undor indigo planl, makes o distiibution
of the whele quantily, noting down opposito tha names of the ryots in
the list, snd the number of bebgalw whicl eneh of thom would Lo ro-
quired to cultivate. This is dome by tho factory sorvants, of cowso
without consulting tho cullivators or oven endeavouring lo wseertain
whether they would be able to moet the ongagoments Lo bo inposed
upon them, A month or fiflevu days alter™his, the ryobs wre orderod Lo



¢ 20 )

yopair Lo the fastory, and Lhe factory Tageodgir brings thom much as a
shopherd would diive in his (lock, Vory generally the advance-monay
is paid by the native Gomashta, but in some cagos, to meet conscignce
and public gpinion, the tesk js undortaken by the Superintendent him-
self, The ryots eyowd in the open compound before tho verandal, whoro
tho Sabeb sits in & chair swrounded by his native subordinates, who
squat on the iloor with the account hooks, and with pursos containing
mongy., If thore be a big tree in the compound the ryots are fortunato
enough to obtnin somo proteciion from the sun, if not, they are obliged
to stand exposed to its vays. Tho Mohurir of the factory then ealls oul
ihe name of o ryot, from the list hofors him and (hon sings alond o the
offect, =" You Nazir Malimood of Noelcooteopoor, last yoar you eullivated
two beegahs of land with indigo, but as by the report of the ameon it
appears that you bave purchaged addilional catils, you aro to cullivaio
one beegah more this scason, you aro bockod for thres beegahs from this
yoar. But the fastory accounts show a balanee of four rupees against
your name, 8o deducting that sum from six rupees, which ig the amount
to which you aro entitled this sonson for thros beogahs, thore are loft two
rupacs, (rom which again deduel bwa annag on aceount of & stamp papor
for your kubooleut, 12 annas {or the prive of indigo scod 1o be supplied
to you al four anngs por boegah and six nanes for the ropair of ronds ol
one aune on every rapee, in all making a total of ono rupee and four
annag, tho sum which you aro now to vocoive for the oultivation of
threo becgahs amounts io 12 annas. Now comq forward and take
it, the Snheb will pay you with his own hands” No soonor is
this speech ended than, “Dohye Saheb,” Nazir Mahmood sorenches
out, “Do not Turden we with an additional bLeegah, for 1 will
not he able torgyliivate so many as three Deegahs. I came here
with the pwpose of wolicibing you to reliove me of one of the two
beegahs which I have hitharto gown with indigo. TFor CGlod’s sako, take
mexcy on the, Snhob ; Allsh his taken away {rom me only two months
agd my eldost son, who wag the prop of my old age and the ohief assist-
antin my labowrs of the field, ho it was Who ploughed your indigo lands,
and i6why through his exertions that my whole family got a mouthful
of paddy evory day 1o swpporl our strength., But he has for ovor left us,
and his two brothevs are wmefo hoys who have not yoi learnt to hold tho



( 2t )

plough, Since my eldesl boy's death other afilictions have come upon
mo, somehow or other I am afflicted with & soro leg, for which, if' Tam
noi, speedily eured, T will seavcely be ablo to go oul to the fields mysoll
The new bullock reported by the Amoon was purchrsod hy my son
before hig death, bul has been mortgaged by me to dulrey the expense
of lLis sickness and funeral, May CGlod incroase your riches and make
you Glovernor of this country, but be kind onongh to deliver we from
your khata,” “Necl hoga” is the brief answer of the™ thoh.  “DNohye
Sahoeb,” again shrieks out the man. A roply as lrief aw the firt iy
impatiently vouchsafed, Nazir Mahmood hocomes somowhut abslre
perous, upon which the Wageedgir and Chuprasee bound towards hir,
and after a shower of blows and slaps, pull hire forward. *“Then kili
me, you all,” is the grumble with which Nazir Mahmood rosigns himacll
10 his fate. “Bring him heve to veceive his advance-money,” calls oub
the Mohurir, and the man is shoved forward closo to the Sahoeb,  “ITald
forth your hand,” the man with gront roluctonce obays, snd the Suporin-
tendent drops three quarter piocos in his hands,  Tho Sulieh then asks
him “ how now, have you gob your wmonoy?” * Vo, Siv,” doles oub Naziy,
“Dbut what s I to do with thoso threo litlle stlver Lits?™  “Throw it in
yondor stream of water, if you like,” is the prompt voply.  Ancther ryolia
ealled, Tho same seons, with somoe littlo difference in ithe dotails, is
onacied untitthe wholo coremony is concluded, or in somo eason tho
Saheb, tived of the business, and houring his khansmnah announce liffin
or bronkfast, hastens 1o selisfly craving nature, loaving thoe romainder in
the hands of his Gomashte.—Ilindoo Latriol, Murch 81, 1860, =

f

ey . i e bty

Tor Contraor~Some speculation is of cowso afloal s to the
sort and amonnt of cvidenco that tho Magistwalos will mequire from
thoeo who file complainis under the vecontly emnetod Ryols' Coorclon
Act. Some Magistiatos, probably, will bo satisfiod ‘with the factory
oath and the factory khafle; whils .others might insisl upon addi.
ilonal teslimony of & moro trustworthy kind; . Inoxporionced Magistrnios
might evon possibly eall fur the hubooleut,.the dood of contract, for
the proparation of whioh on stampt sheets thay will olmorva entviex
in the khatta books of two ammbs or fud nnnas ageiust o Ryot,
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Not a fuolory, we brlievo, will be able to produce a properly excouled
deed attesting an engagement, except plantera who, like My, Moars, have
agents i Magistrates lile Mr, Skinner. Tho planter of thase doys
no more thinks of spending the two or four annas ho clarges lo tho
Ryol's acvount for stampt paper than ho does of having the indigo plant
measured by the old three cubits’ chain. As lo fabrication of docu-
ments, that to e of any service, must be done upon a seale praclicelly
impossible, Tlfy path and the khatte will bo tho prineipal evidenco
producible, and the degree of dependanco to be placed upon the lat-
ter as a voucher for cash payments may be deduced from the circum-
stance alone of how the slamp money is applied.

Thero is one description of kuboolouts, however, which might be
produced in numbers, Tt is those which were execnted yoars ago, whon
planters were more careful in their proceadings than they have of lale
found il necessary to bo, and the torm of which oxtends to the present
yesr. We subjoin a true translation of one of these documonis which
most of our readers must be curious to sco,

T e

This is written by mo Schoedam Do, this deed of contract for growing
indigo. Whorens yowrsell and your brothor purchased in 1260
Sal tho y——— factory, and you have since by partition and domarkation
come into scle possession of tho abovo {netory and its oulstandings ;“and
whoreas on an adjustmont of the account resting on my provious eon-
tract to grow indigo for the above faclory thero appears a balance of
rapecs fwo against moe, In consideration of those two rupecs, and two
rapeos more which I now tako in advance, T ongngo to cullivate two
beegahs of land with indigo plant for your above named factory, from
1262 to 1271 Sal, being & period of ten yoars ; I engage to deliver their
produce annually at the fadtory, and occording to former cuslom. the
price thereof shall be caloulated at the rate of nine bundles per rujice.
'The price of soed, cost of conveyanco, and of whatevor othor means of
cultivation I may receive from the factory, shall be dedueted therofrom,
Should any balance romain in my favour, I shall receive it in eash. Should
the baltnce be agninst me, Dwill discharge it by growing indigo in the




nsuing yoar on a8 many boegahs as shall be covarod Ly the wmount
hercof, at the yate of two rupecs per buegah,  Should the prico of tho
Jlant cover the amount of the advance, T whall annually fale an advanee
“to tho exlent abovemontioned dnring the term of thiv ongagomenlk.
Should T maks default in cultivating or selling the producs 1o any body
olse, T shall ho liable to damages to tho extent of tho value of the corros-
ponding quantity of wrought dyo. To this offoet T oxveute this doud
according to the contract I have entored inte, Daled

The alove is & documont from & faclory in tho Hooghly distriet, whovo
the bundlo is & considevably swaller measure than in e districls oasl
of the Hooghly, where it is no messure al all, except of the rapacily,
injustice, and powor of the plantor, This accounts fov s0 many a8 niun
bundlos being contractod for at tho rupee. The corrosponding ynan-
tity of wrought dye means, at tho pleasiwre of the planber, twenty to
forty rupecs, & ralhor heavy guavantee for the fulfibment of the cons
tract, which again is proiceled by the matorinl guarantes of the ryol's
person nnd home, and the immaterial guarantee of his wife's honour,

Now, we ngk any unprefudiced porson whother any man whoe is o fres
agont will in his senses enler into o contrast of tho alwyo deseription ?
Whother the dooument docs not on tho faco of it hear ovidenon of it
excention, having boen onforced by threats and intimidation T Whethoer it
is nol & record of tyranny and oppression, of misrulo and misgoverument, ?

And, it is to give offecl to such contracts that the Tegislaturo hay
abolished the usual seeuritics afforded by tho law and the constilution of
tho established courts of justico~—ITindoo Patriot, April 7, 1860,

¥ Tie Prantirg’ DereNcE—~Tho oppononts of the indigo systom will
now have easy times of it for thoir “onemy has writlten a hook,” or
what is quite as muoh fo the purposo, n lotlor to the daily pross,
Our object throughout Ling boen to endeavour to draw o roply from somo
of the reprosenintives of planting intorost. "Wo have (ried the sodusiive,
the abusive, tho enquiry, the communieative, and fifly othor difforent
tones in (realing of the subjeel, in the hopew of oxeiting Lhet “onlm sud
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temporate Gisenssion” which tho planters always profoss (o doesive, bub
which they se carofully avoid. Having, howovex, huited our hook with
a Missionary—~-a templation which no planior was over yel known to
regist—wo have al Jongth gob o riso, and having looked owr fsh, can
now afford to let him drown himsell loisurely.

We own thet we wish that the charaplon of the planters had heen any
one rathor than Mr. Furlong, for we believe that he is one of aboul hall
o dozen plantors who soe the oppressive and dishonest noluro of the
existing system as well as we do ; but ‘who, not having sufficient courage
to break through the lraymdls of the planter caste, go on yoar altor
yenr growing Indigo under a system which thoy know to be wiong
meraly heeausa their neighhours will not reform,—uo covrse of proceoding
to which thoy roeoncile their consciences by endeavouring to deal as loni-
ently with the nativos as their ocoupation will admit, and avowing their
readiness to adopt a better systom if they only saw a chance of its puy-
iy, but who, howevor, we are afraid, do not inko any vory active mea-
suros to convinee their brother planters of the crrors of their ways, If
we ar6 fo discuss the subjecl, we wust say wo had far sooner hava sean
the planting interost roprosented by a MacArthur, ‘White, or Tripp, or
some other of the meny out-and-out Anglo-Saxons who really boliove
that the black man was orcatod for the solo purposo of lLooing oano and
growing orops without payment for tho white man, who preacli--nor
only preach, but alse practise what they proach—that it roally bonefits
tha people of this country ag a nation io be made to sow not whal orop
prys them bost, but what crop pays tho plantor besi ; and Lhat it is abso-
lutely necessary for the permanency of our rule in this country thai the
unforfunate ryots should be locked up in godowns, thrashed with slireap
leathers, oantied about from distriet 1o district in eonfinement, and evem
sent occosionally abraptly from this morbal vale to that bourne whonvs
o ryot returng, and where there are neither plantors, naibs, gomashtas,
ngrstivrup leathors ; and perhaps, as rogards this last moda of bencfiting
the peaple of this country, they are right. Death must be s veliof Lo
many an unfortunate cultivator after spending months in a dark, damp
godown. But to roturn to Mr. Furlong. In alate issuc wo published
a potition presented by coflain vyots of o village vamed Sherbarri, in
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Nuddes, to the Ticulenant-Glovernor, complaining that on the 17(h
of Oclober last, the sorvants of My, IMarlong foreibly entored their fields
which were sown with mustard, nnd sowed n ovop of indigo over 1l
mustard 5 that they had compleined 1o the Magistinto of tho distriut,
who had heard the ovidenco of their witnosses, and believing tho ensn Lo
be primd facie proved had summoned the aggressors, bub that ho lad
not, taken the neoessary measures o scoure the attendanco of the defond-
anis and that the casc was consequently still pending in the Mngistrate's
Court. Trom correspondence sent to us for publieation by Mv, Turlong,
apparently with tho full conviction that ils perusal would convineo {lio
public of the falseness of the Sharbarri ryold’ potitions, it would seom that
on seeing the petition, in this jowrnal, Mr, Fwlong wrolo to Mr, Silibald,
and asked him whether iliere was any Linthin the potitioners’ allegations,
ab the same time giving Lim & quicl hint that “ e hoped to hear thal thoy
art entirely unirue, or at any rate greatly oxaggorated.” Mr Sibbald, na &
matler of course, says that tho allegntions aro quite untrue, and to prove
it arguey, jfirsf, that if it had bul been se, “ the ryols would lLave coms
plained to him, as ho lives only {wo miles from tho place” The ryols
would, in the opinion of Mr, Siblald, nalwrally havo complained to the -
aggrassor of his own aols, Secondly, Lo stalos thal the indige wes dlenily
sown by, the ryols thomuolves, as “ cont bo provod Lo any ono riding over
the indigo lands” Ly tho {act of mustard and indigo hoiug seun growing
in tho samo fold. 'Wo sghould in our innoconce havo thowglt thet Lhis
. would bo rathor evidence of 1ho truth of tho vyols’ complaiuis 1o tha
effect that indigo had been forcibly sown over their young mustond crap
Lt Mr, Sibbald argues othorwise, and My, Iurlong appears Lo he sulis-
fied. The public avo not sp greow or blue as to heliove wlat My, Silihall
evidently expeots them to heliove, that ryols of thetr own fros will sow
indigo and musterd togother, That they do sow a dovble crap i& wo
fear 100 truo, bul it s only owing to ihe prosence on the mudt of
number of lattonls and dogedsgars, W Sibbald admits, howover, that the
ryobs did complain to the Magisivate, and that tho onsa is siill undecided :
three monlbhs after the outrage was committed, ho sndonvonrs Lo prove
that the 1yols have bronght o fulso chargo, by stating that the sorvanis
who are called by thom latfeals ave his own rogular sorvauts, and ave
eniored as such in tho desanabisses of sorvamis, whiels is anuually Al
4



in the Mugistrate's Courle The distinetion is vidicalons, and is gimply
met by the fach that il they had not beon ladteals, they would nol have
been employed s factory servants, “The charge in the Magistiadie’s
Court,” says Mr. Sibbald, “was brought because he had proviously
brought & charge against the ryots for breaking up his indigo plant,”
Now, whai docs Mr, Sibbald moan by 4is indigo plant? Is it indigo sown
Ly hunself or his servants on his own Kheanar land ? or is it tho indigo
which he wishes us to believe was voluntarily sown by the ryots on theisr
tands under the faclory advances, according to o bond jfide coniract?
We apprehend from his subgequent remarks that he means the lntter.
If o, how is this Mr. Sibbald's plant? Ho mercly, according to his own
showing, gives an advance fur the cullivation of a certain amount of
indigo to bo delivered at n cortain place ot o cerinin time, Now what
right has Mr. Sibbald 1o the plant, or to interfore in any way with the
ryot until the time for the fulfilmont of tho contvact has artived? If
when the time specified in the contracl has expired the indigo is nol
forthcoming, Mr. Sibbald would, like any other person, have his action
in the Civil Court for breach of eonlracl, bub it is alwnys optienal with
the ryot o produce this indigo in any manner mosl conveniont to him-
selfs ho may sow it in ono place, plough it up and sow il aguin in anothor
fifty times without Mr. Sibbald having any right to interfero.  The land
is the ryol’s and not his, and lho fact of Mr, Sibbald having tho assur-
ance to go into the Magistrate’s Court, and eomplain of the ryot plough-
tig up his own crop sown by himsoll on his own land, iz quilo
enough 1o prove the mistaken notions Lhab the planters have of the
relativo position of themselves and their ryots, The ryob would he the
gufferer by the destruction of his own erop, nob the planler; and if the
culivation of indigo is volintary, which Mr, Sibball does not believa,
but which he would have us believe, it is inconceivablo that o ryot should
go and injure his prospecls by desiroying his own erop,  T[ the indigo
was romunerative, what possiblo motivo eonld ho have in so doing? This
very fact is to owr minds conclusive evidones that the indigo is not sown
yoluntarily.

We now come to My, Furlong’s other appearance in the colnmuns of
the Englishman, in whioch %o attacks the Rovd, Mr, Bowwetsch for
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taking the part of thoe ryots, and from whioh it would appear that hie
had applied to the bishop to insist upon Mr., Bomwatach slntbling his
eyes to all the opprossion amdl Lyranny which is going on around lim.
The bishop had beiter leave the maltor alone we think ; for My, Furlong
hag no more right o demand lis interforence in the mailer than the
ladies who do nob pay thelr milliners’ Lills have to agk tho Avclibighop of
Cantarbury 1o insist upon 8. G. O, dosisting from the loliors on {hat
gubjoct, which ho hag just written to the Z4mes, 'The plantors, howevor,
were the first to bogin the attack upon the Missionavies; thoy most
unjustifiably and disgustingly commented upon tho domestic affuirs, of
a Missionavy in the hopes of frightening him from tolling what he knew
of their system, In this thoy fhiled, and they must make the bust thuy
can of their case without the help of the bishop, The plantors huve one
invariable motive to agsign 1o all thoso who ondeavour to ameliorale the
condttion of the cultivating classes, and il is porhaps the most puerilo and
ridiculous rolort that conld be imaginod. Thoy aceusoall, from the
highest official Lo the hard-working and sell-denying Misionary, of * joo-
Tousy.” Whai tho plantors have that othors have nol, which onuses tho
universal joalousy of their class wo cannot. concvive, and wo think that
the planters would find it rather hard Lo oxplain thoir meaning,

The groat aathority brought forward 4o confuto tho ehargos againat
the planting system is Rammohun Roy, who declared, in the time of
Lord W, Bontinck, that he had lately taken a tour throngh Bengal, and
did not notico that the ryoly in indigo districts wore worse olf than tho
vest of the people.  He even thought therm belter elothod than tho gono-
rulity of the Natives.” Bul what did Rammohun Roy know of thoe mal-
terj on a quostion of Unitarian doolring, we do not doulit that he was
a great authority, but he never was in o position to spenk with authority
a8 to the condition of ihe poople in indigo districls ; he made a hurried
tour through “several distrvicts in Bongal™ and his romarks are no
"more entitled to regpeot in the face of ihe most contrary evidunce,
than the lollors to tho Times of that most ridiculows imposter,
Wingrove Cooke, on the same subject. Moroovor, Rammohun'’s evi-
donce was given thirky years agn, whorons wo sponk only of the eoncition
of tho people in tho prosent Lime.  This comstant wssortion that the poo-
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ple in the Tndigo districts arc hettor oftthan those in Rico districts, and
the usual deduclion therefrom that Tndigo cultivation is beneficial to tho
people, is one of the most fallacions arguments that have ever licen put
forward m defence of the plantees ; i6 9 tho rosult of the most extraor-
dinary confusion of cause and effact ; tho fact is, thai the Plantors are
in these distriots becanse they nro vieh, not thab $the distriets are rich
hotause of the plantors.  What could a planter do in the marshes of a
Rice district, where Indigo would not grow ?  They naturally aveid such
places, snd go to tho fine soil of Nuddea and Jessore, &e.  The ques-
tion for consideration is, not whether the inhabitants of a ferlile provinco
are botter off in spite of the planiers than the inhabitanly of low
marahey, whore the nature of the soil confiney them to the cullivation of
one crop ? bub wo must consider what would have been the condition of the
penple of Nuddea, Jossoro, and othor Indigo distriets, if thay had boen
allowed the freo nse of their own splondid l'md for tho growth of crops of
tobaceo, sugar-cane, jute, and oil seeds, or Pperhaps cotlon, instenl of being
compelled to sow n crop which even thoe plantors sudmit does not repay
the ryots the cost of cultivation? Moreovor, we understand on excol-
lent suthority, that within tho last threo yoars, owing to the high price
of grain, the people of the rico districts of Taslern Bongal ave by no
means in o state of “squalid povorty,” bul are in o mosl thriving and
prosperous condilion. ’

Mr. Tfurlong admils that on hig izharas one-tenth of the land is {aken
up with the euliivation of indigo, and as a mallor of gourse this is one
tonth of tho very Liost land picked out by ithe factory servants, Then to
show the magnanimous generesity of Nuddea planters, he prococds to
give figures, the object of which is to show that the Nuddea distriol
embraces an avea of 6,926,783 beegahs, that the indigo cullivation is
2,60,000 boagahs, and that thorofors the planters, {thongh really tho
Jandlords of fully two-thirds of tho districts, do nol ooeupy on their own
aogount more than the thivtieth part of ity srea, a protty good portion Loo
wheix we consider that they hava no right to any of it ; Lut wo think we
can -showsthat Mr. Furlong’s figures arc as defoetive as tho resk of his
arguments. To find the not magnanimity of these gontlemon, we must
deduct the portion of tho lafid they take from the ryots, not from tho

i
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whole ares, bub from the oulluruble porvtion of hat aren, sl musl
show what portion thoy could sow with indign, and what having this
oplion, they dacline to nvail themselves of, out of foolings of “ generosity
to the peaple to whom the lund belongs”  Wrom the area of 6,020,733
beegahs, wo must fivst doduel one-third for fallow gartdun-gronnds, wootly,
villages, ronds, and waste (this Doiug tho proporiion admilted hy M
Turlong in his Tetber, when describing liig own talook). 'Weo must noxé
deduct another Lhird fo reprosent *that portion of tho district over
which My, Furlong says the planters have no control s and the total eule
turablo arca thon ovor which the planters exoreise zewindareo 1ights is
brought down to 2,808,011 : deduct onc-half of this as land wniled to
the cultivation of rice mul other crops, but which will not grow indigo,
and, wo havo loft in round numbors 1,154,456 boogahs, of which Al
I't long says 2,50,000 is culbivated wilh indige ; so instesd of appro-
prmfiug only onc-thirtieth of the aves, they actually tako oncifth of
the only land which would be of any use io themn.  And whai vight
have they to this? Ii is all vory well to talk of their forbearancy ng
landlords in taking so smnll o proporbion, buk their position as land-
lovds gives them no move right Lo teka o singlo Leogal of 4o ryols’ Tand
than it does to sow tho compound of Govornmont llsuso with indigo, or
to build a faclory on ihe Park at Barrackpore, Yol wo find thutn
admilting that thoy tako 230,000 lLeogahs of tho vory bust land in
Indin, which, as far ns tho ryots axo conocrned, might as woll be laying
fallow ; for the cultivation of indige is 1o tho ryots aclually a loss of
labour and rent, and this wo imagine Mr. Farleng will not deny. 1o
says thal tho ralo al which ibo produce is now takoen from tho ryols s
four bundles for the rupee, wheroas il used to ba ton Tandies,  Nuw, in
the fivst place, is Mr, Furlong quite suro thab lately wix hundlew for tho
rupee wore nob taken ot some of his factories § And is Lo alse awaro thak
our hundles of the prosent meagurement is fully equul o ton bundlos of
the okl moasuwrement?  Butb sy that ono rupeo it given or four bundles,
how doeg thal remunerate the cultivalors ¥ Taking ons villwge with
another enon average of len yoms, o very fair average crap of indipo is
ten bundles por beogah (this we have on tho authority of plantors of
groator experionce than Mr. Iwrlong), which would give the ryel 2-5,
deduct price of seod 8 annag, and there is o balanco of 2 rupery in Lhe
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hands of the eultivilors o meot the rent of his lund, the wages of his
own labour, and the profit thereof |1 Why, ho must bo an actual loser of
Lord cash, Nexi, as to this same rent, Mr, Farlong lakos considerable
unction to his goul for letsing his lands to the ryots at three boogahs fur
the rupee, Bul the fact sinply is, that Mr, XFurlong does nothing of
the sork; the ryots are hereditary proprictors of the soil, and so long as
they pay the land tax, which in that particular porgnuneh is fixed ab
three beegahs per rupee, no one can touch them, Mr. Furlong could
not raise their vent one pice if he wished it. We could go on pointing
out other fallacics in My, Furlong’s letter, but gpace and timo press, and
we have shown quito sufficiently for all purposcs that his argunments
are nol to be depended upon, We do not attribute to him any intent
10 deceive, for we believo that, like many others of his class, he hag by a
long course of training tawught himsclf to belisve that the plantors are
the henefactors of their race.  One fine doy they will probably he vudely
and roughly undeceived.—Indian Field, Junuury 20, 1860,

-

Mz, FortoN@-—Mr, Furlong on the prosont oconsion commences by
again quoting Rammobun Roy and Lerd ‘W, Bontinek’s opinions in
favour of tho planters in 1829, As we said bolore, Rammohun Roy may
be & vory excollont man, and Lord W, Boulinelk may bo, ag Mr. F'wlong
asserty, “the best and greafost Govornor-Clonoral British India has
hitherto enjoyed;” but they wero neither of thom at any time In o
position to judge of the condition of the indigoe distvicts, and certainly
not, of the condition of the cultivating classos of the present day.

Lord W, Bentinck's Minuto, quoled by Mr. Furlong, was framed upon
reports sent in by the Magistrates and Commissioners of Bengnl and the
North-Western Provinces, Now if Mx, Furlong will Jook at thege reports,
he will see that the Bengal reports were mostly unfavourable to the plan-
ters ; and from the North-Western Provinces—where ihe systom ig in no
way the same as down here—the reports were favourable. Lord W.
Bentinck struck a genoral average, and the Bengal planters, got the bonofit
of the good character of the North-Western Province men ; aud the plan-
ters of HMindoosian wore mdst nnjustly saddled with a portion of the vil
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reputo of {he dye-makers of Bengal.  Tudependontly of this, however, the
Buvoponn wmenufaeturers of tudigo of thore days, nob hoing alluwed to
liold lands, and zomindars had not the smne powor of Lyranmiging  bhut
the zomindav-planter of the prosent day has, they wore muwe at the
merey of the producers of the plant, and were obliged Lo troal thom to v
cerlain extont honestly and fairly, Add to this that ench disiriet had
thon only one Mugistrale, who scarcely over loft his sudder station,
instend of some six or soven Magistrates constantly on tho move through
their districts as al preseni; and further fako into congidoration Lhat
many of theso factories had belonged to the servanls of Government, who
woro still oven at that timo more or less interested in tho manulacturo
of the dyo, and it is not difficelt to understand how Loxd W, Benbinek wis
inducod to record a favourable opinjon, M. Furlong asks if tho system
of advaneo and the relalion of the ryots with tho fnctory has boen losy
liberal, or whether tho Europoans employed in tho indigo lrade havo
become less honest than in those days, Wo do nob hesitnie in reply Lo
sy, that cortainly the dealings of the plaaters have beeoma (o less liboral
than thoy wore : in those days adveuncos wore real money poyments;
in the presont dny two-thinds of the advances are umninal and have no
exislenco out of the planter’s books ; thoy are more papor mivances, aul
gven the wretched ndvanco of Ra. 2 por buogah, in the oxeoptional instances
in whiel it is xoally ‘givon, is not lookell upon by cither Che denor or ve-
ciplent as n falr {rading advanoo, bat as o sort of retainer, mueh an tho
barrel is put into the Commissariat boats—ay shown in a Iato ense ab
tho SBupromo Court—lor the purpose of {rightening tho ownor of the
Loal from running away aflor veceiving carge.  The plantors advaies is
meroly intonded to ltighten tho ryot inlo tho helief thad, if aftor veceiving
il ho does nob grow indigo, ho will bo liabl Lo punishment ; and Il the
last yosr tho xyols have fully bolioved that the raceipl of an advance did
suhject thom to imprisonmont if they did not grow what the planter
wished them lo grow. I[‘ tho advanco was looked upen hy tho oullives
fors s an assislanco givn by the planior to onable them o pradueo n
crop, what oceasion would thoro e for mon like My, MacArthur to look
thoir ryols upe and starve thom wniil they look the advonea? Me, Ture
long knows as woll as wo do, thal when o factory is in a tottering alaly,
the plantor gives o couple of rapees to nuy Wlwlnash who vonies for it,
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and ig quite propared to throw away some ten or twelve thousand rupeos
of his employor’s capitnl in this mannor, well knowing thal the recipients
of this so called advance have not an acre of land to their names, nor &
plough or bullock in their possession, Tho money is not the planter’s;
it belongs to some soft werchant or broker in Caloutts, who does nol
understand the factory system of double entry : the planter has a fulwo
to look to ; and to save his reputation, hesquanders this money for the
meve purpose of being able to inveigh against the dishonesty of the oulti-
vators, the injustice of the Magistiate, and the loogencss of the laws;
in short, to impute blame to every thing and overy body but himself.
This is the way in which the outstanding balances are made np, which
figura so prominently in the Colonization Reports and the pamphlets of
professional agitators,

Next, ag to the degeneration of the Turopoans employed in the *Lmde,
we readily admit they are more educated, more genileman-like, and in
every thing unconnected with tho cultivation of indigo more upright and
conscientious than some who preceded them ; but we cannol admit thal
they are more siraighiforward in their doalings with thoir weak neighlows.
We are quite prepared to bolieve that thero is not o planler’s house in
Nudden into which “ a clergyman ov the most fnstidious lady may not
suddenly enter, and stay without secing any thing ol hearing one word
that would be displeasing”  Nay, we do nob doubl that even a bishop
might enter the dwelling-house of any planier, and hoar nothing more ym-
pleasant than o fantasin on the piano.  We do not doubs that clorgyman,
lady, bishop, Times’ correspondent, book-writer, or any other visitor, would
roceive the most hospitable, opon-hecarted 1cceplion that it is possible 1o
concoive, and that mnder the influonco bf such Lospitalily they might be
inclined really to believe their host's assortion that the ryots loved and
adored him; that the said host was a Lord Bountiful ; that the surrounding
countiy, lately a desert or a forest, had been conver bod into o garden
Ty the host's Anglo-Saxon energy and capital ; Sand by a liltle conve-
nient grouping, the visitor might see the Lady Bountiful dispensing
medicine to the Booneyah coolies, and c¢hucking litile Kowsahs affuction-
ately under the chin. Such things have been done, Mr. Furlong | Bal
it is nofy with the dwelling-Rlouse Lhat we luve to do.  Could the bishop,
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clergyman, or fastidious lady go into the godvwn withont sceing any
thing displeasing ? CUould they go 4ncogndio, and honr my Lowd Bounti-
ful apoleen of by the villagers one amongst the other? Could they go
and seo the land mmked out for indige 7 Could they see n ryot “luking
his advanco and signing his contract” withow having their notions of
the henefit indige enltivation confors upon the peoplo considerably modi-
fied? What does Mr, Furlong suppose would bo their feelings on being
told that & portion of the “fertile garden” was (wo shorb years ago a
fourigling Brahninee village, which had been pulled down, and the site
plonghed up because the rosidents thoreof wore supposcd to uso thoir
influence in helping the ryots’ to resist the advaucos which tho planter
wag forcing on thom ? What would they say if thay wont to the houso of
Seotul Turnfdar, or any of tho thousands of wretchod beings like him in
Rongal, who have boon carried away forcibly by the plantor’s lattinls,
and never again hoard of, their families Ioft by the planter to starve
but supported by the subscription of other xyols—fullow sufferorst
Would My, Furlong call these “tales that he had heard of planters in
days long gone by, which have rather surprised him 1 Does ho nol know
that theso things nre (o bo seen and heard day by day within thirty milos
of his own house? 'We had cortainly believod Mr. Furlong (o ba a littlo
more {rank sand honest ; it is not enough that ho should say those things
do not, happen in the concorn of which he has charge : onr assortion is
that they qroof daily eccurronce in eighteen faotorios out of twonty in
Bongal Proper.  Our objoet is not to reform James Furlong, but the
planting sysiom, that system which, in spile of the substitution of Map.
nschino for Gin, of LIne eyer for black, of bracolots for Dangles, of lhe
piano for the sittar, of the Rafealoher's Duughier and Villiking and
his Dinak for Mlly milly punneah and fazal be tuzal, has mado the
plantor of tho present day loss of what iy gonerally called an Tnglish
gentleman than hig predecessor of the last gonoration. 'The old style
of planter knew thai oppression was wrong ; he folt that it could not be
quito right for the strong to prey upon the woak : but the plantor of o
presont day hes grown up under a systom which makes him ronlly bo-
lisvo that tymnny is o neanseary condition of the permanouce of our
rule, and that in taking the propurty of the black man he in doing him
an honour and & benefit.  Of the two we Mould prefur the divorder] y
b
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dwelling-honse and the rempant of conseienes, to the well-furnished
mansion with it9 semii=tetachod prisen Tionse,

Now o retmn to My, Furlong's figures  Ife rvopeats his former
assertion that he plantor of the present day is more liboral than the
planter of the past, because he only takes six hundlos, whereas the man
of tho last genoration took ten; but, as wesnid lefore, the four bundles
of this day are quile equal to ton of tho former bundles, With arefinomont
of cookery and furnilure we have also a vefinement of extortion, The old
race of planter, if he had once made up his mind to robbery, nsed fo steal
in a stewghttorward sovt of mdnner.  The present plantor takes
full measmrs il up and  pressed down, and by o judicious
amraugematt of the samall ends of Lhe bundles and a longthoning
of the mensuring  chain, squeczes  ten  bundles into  flve, and
flatters  himself that he is being voery liberal, Noxt, Mr. Forlong
sys, that seed 1 supplied  to  the ryols at four annas por
beegnh, which is o mistako, for the ryot ismore ofton charged cight
aunas, and in sone coneeris ten annas per beegah,  Again, Mr Furloug
says, that the ryots could sow no other oropsin spring except indigo
and rice  Ifo enthvely ignores hemp, chiilies, huldeo, cutoho, sugar-cane,
ginger, and several other evops of this sort, all of them most roma-
nerative. Mr, IFurlong approhends that no one will ondeavour {o prove
that rice is move remuncrative than indigo. o this we oan only Teply
that e gives n elonr profit of from Re. 8 to 6 per beogah, whereas
indigo, aven if paid for, weuld give no profit al afl, and as it never is
paid for, is o loss of e 2, exclusive of wasto of land and trouble
of growing and eutting,  As fo his assertion that no native would grow
vice if it was not under the influence of poverty and his banker, we
have no doubt he s correct. Tt a waiive could livo and fowmish
without working, he very naturally would not work; but this feeling is
nob confined to xyots. If Mr Furlong could live withont o profession,
it & very likely he would not be o planter, but lie wonld think it
rather unfair if Government was 1o meke him  distil ram for the troops
without payment, on the ground that he was only a planter from
necessity, A ryot may, perhaps, as Mr, Furlong says, buy rice more
chenply than he could gvdw it, but whore is the money to come from
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if he is not allowed the uso of his land? If he was (o trust Lo the profits
of indigo growing for the supply of his vice, lie woukl run a very poer
chance of living for 24 hours, The noxi little  inconsialeney into which
Mr. Furlong falls is by snying in ono part. of his leftor that indipgn
cullivation has not inereasod for the last twenty-fiva years, yet that the
cultivation of other orops hag doubled; and that thirty years ago wher-
over he roda le witnessed seanty cultivation amid o wildoruess of junglo
where now all is likoly a forlilo gavden: and this improvemnent in the
face of the country e mannges to athribute—Dby whal process of vou-
soning 161y difflenlt Lo conceive—io {he ludigo plantors. 1t the indigo
crop has romedued slationary, it 15 beeause the plantors cannol by all the
means in thoir powor gol beyond a cortain proportion of  the land wder
that oultivation. The doubling of all erops exeepl indigo is the stongesd
argument that Mr, Furlong could adduce against, his own views of thn
question; it refutes his statement thal no other evop will grow in
Nudden oxeept indigo: it shows most convingingly that all obher erops
pay, and thal mdigo does not, for ho can hadly hopo to malee the world
believo thal the plators would not extond the eubtivation of indige f
thay could do ro, or thab tho ryols wonld not of thelr accord grow the
cropeif it paid them, The conversion of this wilderness into u gardin
i owing Lo tho incroasod seeurily of person and propoerty, the exprabnion
of rice mul oil m;c:]n, andd tho viso D the lnbdur markos, which has tuken
off tho land the inenbuys of having to fad employmont for fve {imes
tho numbor of enltivators that were necessary Lo propire it for the crop,
Whon there was no population living on wages, and  no marleol, the ryots
juet kept enough Jand wdel Suliivation o pay the mahajin wd suppeat
& house full of lazy idlers: vight vt of ten of these idlows are now onyployed
A% paid labowrers, and the other two find thet it ix worth Uoeir
while to produco n good crop to supply tho wunts of the paid
labourers and meol, tholdemand for exporl.  Whon viee was selling ab
cight annag per maund, there wes 1o enconragement L grow wuy grent
quantity of it ; now bhpt, il fetchos from Re. 2 to 8, thore st and as nl)
olther crops excepb indiggo have in like manner inerenscd in value, (he
wilderness hag beeome & parden in spite of e planbory, whay s we v
before shiown, tako onedlth ol the hest seil for o etop which nll adinil,
does not pay the culti\r‘Julur the oxpensus o8 growmg it Mo Murlony
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doubls whether the “ mosh unserupulons dofamer of the planter” would
say that rice was more remuncrative than indigo. We necd not refer
0 unscrupulous dofamers fo support our slatemont, If ho will rofer»
io the letters of tho TWmes’ correspondent whon on his indigo tour, he
will find o planter, Mr. Hampton, admitting lo Mr, Wingrove Cooke over
v socinl botlle of ginger-beer that indigo was not considered by the
yots so paying a crop as rice, but that tho loss of the price of tho orop
vas compensabed for by the collaleral sdvantagey which the ryot gained
f vecsiving his dozen stripes from the planter without trial, instead of
1aving to go through the dilatoxy process of heing tried before convioted,
+t a Magistrate’s court 14 miles distant,

Mr. Furlong endeavours to shirk the queslion before us hy arguing
hat even if the planters are tyrannical and unjust, the native zomindnrs
re worso, Nobody ever said that the zemindars wero unot tyrannieal,
ertainly not this journal ; but that is not the question with which we
re dealing. "'Wa shounld have thought it would sinnd to reason that an
ducated free-born Briton would be a kinder and move liberal porson to
ave o deal with than & zemindar, My, Furlong, however, scems io
aink thal this was not to be oxpectod, and claims eredit to his class
1ad it is 80, Bub any way, becauso the zomindars are bnd, it docs 1ok
dlow that tho planters aro good. If a planter should ever hava the
vsfortine to he tried for muwler—a romote contingeney, which we trost
1ay nat speedily be realised—it would, we apprebend, stand him in very
thle stead even before Sir M. Wells and a Caloutte Jury to plosd that
& wag 1ot liable to punishment for his ortme, beosuso he could quote
1 instance in which a morc atrocions crimd had boeu commitied by a
ative. Mr. Furlong should confine himself tothe question before the
tblie—Are the planters a cursa or & blessing to the couniyy 3 01‘ rather,
» shounld dovote his energios to proving that lev’ A notb & ourse, for ha
suld surely sheink from the labour of proving Hyymn o Dlessing now that
» can no longer command the assistance of Al gronl logomnachist in
oving that black is white, Indian Fiold. % 7-1;;;,7-5, 18, 1860.
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universnlly Dbroughi against the Bongal planters, asks two questions in
connection with this subject; the firal is, why similar charges are not
lrought ngainsl the planters of ‘Tirloot, and secondly, why are naol. thoy
bronght agninst the sugar and silk factorics, whore the systent of con-
tinct and advance are, he belioves, precisely tho samo, Lo this we
answor, the system is not the same ; tho planters of ‘Tirhoot havo uniil
very lately beon the most Ditter denouncers of tho system of Towoer
Bongal; they would not even employ an sssistant in ',{:213...']“);’.‘.‘_. who had
hoen brought up al a Bongal factory: cases arc Jowowh in which
aseislants and managers have gone up to Tirhoot from Dongal, nd
been packed off about their business ton days aftor arvival,

"I'ho ryots of Behar would not sland tho opprossion that is paticntly
borne by the xyots of Dongal ; a Ilindoostanco bully would not by the
assumption of any amount of * Yagheo” swagger alarm the villagers of
Behar, whereas a man has only to curl his moustachios, tio a eloth round
his chin, and put on a swagger lo frighten tho Bengaleo eultivators nul
of thotr wits, The Tirhoot planters not hoing surrounded by sueh wesk
neighbours have boen taughl to respest tho rights of others, atct tho
congequence is, that nono but respectablo men who have wmade up  (heir
minds to fair doaling hove vontured into Tirhoot, Dhuing the last fuw
months, howevor, n fuw Buropenn adventurors, laking advanlage of the
cowoed state of the peoplo under tho Jate wign of Terror, have onden-
voured o introduce the Bongel system, and wo do hoar complaints from
thet quarcter of ryols Leing mado to sow foreibly o orop of indigo againsi
their will.  Mr. Solano’s name is nol altogethor unknown to the pullie ;
but take them all in all, the plantors of Tirhoot are a very superior raco
10 the plantors of Lowor Bungul,

Next, as to the silk factors, their sysiem of conbract is in no way
similar to that of tho indigo planters ; Loy are geucrally not zemindars:
thoy give advances to pykars or middlomen, who nel ag thoir agents, go
about from villege lo villngo and purchase cocoons, 1ol ab a rate Axol
by the purchager and enforced #i af arnuls, but nd the market rute s the
prico heing settled by domand and supply, and wob by the shoe or the
godoww, IF the planters woull do the sawe, it thoy would lewve the

3
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indigo to find its natural price, tho cultivation of that crop would soon
Lecome so romuncrative that thoy would have more plant af their
digposal than they would well know what to do with, The profits on
each individual maund would be losy, but tho gross profits would he
greatar, the consciences of the plantors easior, and the respect which the
natives of the country would cntortain for Englishmen and Chrisitang
move profound.  This, however, the planlers will not gee ; they argue
that they are tho zemindmys and the conquering race, and it is vory
hard if they Taay notfix the prico of n crop producad on the soil, the Iand
tax of which they farm., We never, howevor, heard them argue that
they had a right ag zemindaxs to fx the price of tobaceo and coronls, bub
this is, porhaps, beenuse they thoy do not deal in these commoditios,

The only disgraceful disputes that oceur in conngetlon with silk
arc whers Messra, L, and Cn).,——f’ot instonce,—~of Moorshednbad,
sond off pykars with large advances to Malda or oclsewhore lo buy
cocoons, and where these pykars, when bringing down boat-loads of theso
cocoons to thoir employers, are atiacked by, say Messrs, J, and R, W's
hiredd Travoes, and plunderad of oll they have purchared, Of
course the Englishman thinks the pykas and the police are to blame
fur little necidents of this sort, and nol the Turopoan gentlemen whe
organise the highway robbery ; and porbaps he is vight, for what right
bave the pylkars to tempt, men so little capable of withstanding lemple-
tion as Mossrs, J, and R. W. 7 and what right have we o a police at all,
or any other emblem of civilization in & country whoro thove is one law
for the strong and while and another for tho woak and Llack ?

16 must also bo remembered that the planter through his immunity
from punishment is tempted, in casoy where ho chooses to sny a nabive
has failed in & contract with him, to constitule himsolf judge, jury, ad-
vooate, sheriff, bailiff, and clerk of tho erdwn, in his own canse, and to
give a verdict with heavy damages in his own favour, and to execute judg-
ment Ly ploughing up and sowing the lands of the wesker, high-contyaot.
ing party with his indigo. The silkc factor ennnot do thig; ho can make
a ryob grow mulborry ; bub he would find it somowhat, diffieull, greal
nman as he may be, Lo makeathe worns hateh or spin; he therelore thinks
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it more to his interost Lo pay a fuir price, il make it the interest of the
ryot to Jook after his worms,

'The sugar factor does not follow mesystont in any way rosombling that
of the planter ; he goes inlo tho market, and sonda Iy agonts sound Lo oll
tho wegkly sugar faits in tho noighbourhood, and buys up the sugar in
competition with all the world al the pries of tho day. It he gives ad-
vances, it is to men who aet as his agents, 18 8™ clear that the silk
and sugar dealors do not come into collision with thevyots as the plantors
do ; the conneotion between the former and the poople s, that of buyer
and soller, the conneclion between the plantor and the ryots is that of
master and slave,—hence the chargos hrought against the dys-maker and
the popularity of the sugar-boiler.—Indian Field, February 23, 1860,

P e e e me n s

PLANTER ZeMINDARS IN NUDDEA~WE have recuived o Bongaloo
lettor from the ryots of Boyerbanda, Khaspoor, and Kovlgachie, in the
diserict of Nuddoa, with a request that wo should translate it into log-
lish and publish it ie this jowrnal. Wo would have gladly: necoded to
this request, but for the longlh. of tho communieation, and sundvy
superfluitios contained in it. 'We, howover, give our ronders the aub.
stance of the lotter,

The writers commenes with stating that thoy lived happily in their
villnges under their zemindars, the Rajpoot Roys of Nakassipayal, until
{he Bengalco year 1259, when family dissonsions oconrvring among the
Roy baboos, some of the sharers leased ant their portions of the proporty
to an indigo planier for tha {erm of ten yoars, Up o that povied, sy
the writors, thoy were pursuing their 1espeetive avoeations numolested,
and were advancing in wealth and corofort 3 but since the thne portions
of the property passed into the hands of the indigo planter they have nat
had o day of ease or happinews, and ave gradually fulling into poverty nud
distross. Thoy thus recount their grivvanees ~They arn compolled to
take advancegfor the cullivation of indigo 3 goud lands whichi huve been
carefully prepared for the reeeption of ree reed pro impediotely
“ marked” for indigo ; o long as labour b wded for sowing snud chounige
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indigo lands, no one i permittod to work for his own purposes; when the
indigo crop i1 ready, the 1yots are made to gather it and store it in the
factory godowns, lut ave allowed no remuueration for their labours ; not
only is no remuncration received, bat tho factory servanls have to bo
bribed in wrdor to avoid ill-trentment; rosislance to oppression is
punished with imprisonmont in the factory colls, fincs, burning of homes,
&e.; redress is not to he had frgm tho courts, the presiding officors of
which are on friendly turtis with tho planiers ; the police officers stand
in awe of the planfers, whosu inflionco over the magistiate they see and
droad :_many 4 ‘good dnrogah has lost his situation in consequenco of

opposing the plantors ; Lh;ws no law, no protection for the ryots.

It is Lhe old tale. Th} public have been surfeited with accounts like
these. The stereotyped form of oppassion is roproduced in every village
where a factory is established or which is annoxed to a factory’s demesnes,
The plant, it has been proved over and ovor, cannot be grown with frec
labour unless at more honest rates, and theso latter will not be paid. Its
cultivation seriously intorferes with agrioultural operations gencrally, #nd
that interforence is pushed on by lnute forco. The Magisirato loves
sociaty and good cheer, or fears the Planters’ Association nnd nowspapors,
and refois the oppressed ryot to the nrbitvation of tho planior's friends,
The planter’s amlah draw those porquisites which undor another systein
of misrule would be due to the police amlah,

We again refrain from imputing the blama of all this to the plantos,
and charge it to the official hnt unfaithful protectors of the people. The
former find it at once profitable and safe to be dishonest and wicked ;
and average human uature, in search of a forlune, camnol, under such
temptations, be long expected to 1omain honest and of good principles.
The planters must pay high rents and high intorest, and live high tno,
it seems. This conmot be done by paying fair wages for labour or fuir
prices for produce  They must oppress, or bo content with the ordinary
profits of agrieulture. If they have seleoted the formor altornative, they
have done what nine-tenths of mankind under similare circumstonces
would do, Buf it is to prevent men fiam sclocting that allernalive that
lnws are made and governfhenis exist  Had Lhe oppression spoken of

.
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in counoction with iudige planting heon coniined o wolilary places on the
outskirts of some remoie disiricy, or heen commilled ab excoplivnul
timos, tho law and its ministers might have pleaded the imperfoetions of
all humen institutions or the infirmitios of human nature. But such iy
not tho case hero,  Opprossion of tho most odious kind is systomatio with
indigo planters. It is practised undor tho very eyo of Govornment 1t
is loleratod, whoro not encouragod, Ly the magistraay. [t is fostored and
kept, up in full vigour by tho logislature, It romains to be seerchow long
more the conspiracy will last,

The wrilers of thoe lettor befors us noxt procosd to deseribe tholr comli-
tion es the ryots of a planterdandholdor. 'Thoy have sonl ung an nae-
count of the incrense of rents and the new cosses imposod on them.  The
threo villages formerly used Lo pay to the ownoers of the sharos loased oul
to tho plantors Rs, 1,175-4 per annum. They paid to the plantor-ezar-
dar lagt year Rs, 2,225-10,

'}‘he laiter sum ig composed as follows 1

Rent, us formerly puid lo the zemindars ., o KIS A
Additional epsses Lovind by (he crardar
Erardar's profit propor ... v B 14

Babtn on coin ‘e ., 18 ¢

Qomunshia's comlorls we 100

Mnking up  originel delicioncies in the
assesgment of rent: e 1020

1
Multing up for short measurement, in other

wards, o cess prid in deproention of fro-
quent and vexatious monswements .., 146 0

T¥hes on pyousth holdings - w182
Commulslion of fnes lor enltle trespags ... 343 0
Amluh dharpes .., - 1100
TFostival and adjusting-nceounts' foos ... 990 0
Cannl binding and walor rates .., ... 27 ©

Commutnbion of fines for dust orented Ly
ontllE passing over roads N

Carvied over ., moOBES 0 LG 4
) 4




Brought forward .., oo MB3 0 L1735 p

The factory gomashia’s feos e e AT 0
Bzardar's amlah ostaldishment ... U V13 B

Total .., “ o LG 6

Grand Total .., W 2,225 10

‘We fear we have not beon able to render into intelligible English the
technical Bengalee terms by which the sevoral abwabs or cesses above
noted aro deseribed, Qur inexporionced readers might possibly Lo led,
by the terms wo have used, to boliove that each ilom las ils appropriate
use, No such thing. The “batta on coin paid,” no ryot's rupeo that has
lost & grain will be receivad hy the gomashie exeapt ab its bullion value,
The “ gomashta’s comforts” paid, still tho gomashia, whon he favours the
village with & visit, must havo his wants, from fish to tobacen, duly
supplied by tho villagers. Tho finos for caltle irospass commuled, still
each stray cow will bo impounded. "Tho theory is this ;:—The ezardar
incurs theso charges, suflors theso lossos, and acquires cortain moans of
annoyance. They are all purchased ol at such and such sobtlod pry-
ments. Bul Lhoese prymonty are immodiately by custom converted into
porinancnt rovenue, Tho commulation purchases ofl the convontional
right of the ozardar o exoreiso his powers of oxlorlion and annoyaneo,
but that is no reason that the amlah should bo cstoppoed of their eclaims
or 1he law defranded of its dues, .

Wa congratulate the ryots of Boyarbands, Khaspoor, and Koolgachio
on thair exemption, ag their own vepresentations show, from such imposts
ns the ludles-sulames, or poenniary homago due on iho appearance ¥f
the club-nrmed paik before ho lays down lis club, or tho lomor-
Iholance, thal is duo on his ungirding his waist-cloth, tho—iho lst is
sickoning, though it may ba casily mado up in but many parts of Iler
Majesty’s dominions in Lowor Bongal,

The lotter proccods on to say =~ There i3 chur land on the bank of
the Khurren River, running past our villages,  This lad s sown with
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indigo. 1t is about 850 beogohs,  But for the eultivalion of Lhis lurgo
arca, the salweh-ezardar keeps nob one ox, ene plough, vr ono labouren
On tho day preceding that on which eultivabion will commencee on the
chur, & klialaseo from tho faclory comes to the villages with o drany, and
proclaims with the hoat of ity that to-morrow morning the enftivation of
the saheb's neezabud of the char will commonco; evory 1ol is oxpeelod
on the ground carly lo-morrow morning with his oxen, his ploughs, and
his labowrors, and to be thore day by day wntil the land is eullivated;
should any one disobey, ho will have ten strokos of & shoe nud Le fined
ten yupees,  This is not an idle threat, bub is corried rigidly into exeen-
tion.  Thug a chur, the cullivation of which would cost nearly four -
dred rupees, is cultivated withoul the exponditure of a pice.”

Ryots in indigo villages ave, a4 our readers aro awaro, oflonor drivon
to combinations than ryots clsewhere. Atlempts have beon mnda in
these very columns to liken these comlinations formed by ryots for the
purpese of opposing o zomindar or an indige plonter to tho strikes of
labouring men in Great Dritnin,  The comparison is fallacions.  Whilst
the artisan who fanishes in & striko dinploys some of the noblost qualities
of humon natuve, and volweng bo his work a botlor man than when he
loft 1, the ryobin a combination is driven (o the lowost arls of ehicanory
and decoil, md whon ho fails 35 loft complotely ot U merey of lis
powerful opponent.  Combinations do him. vo good,

We have given tho abovo ymvarnished lalo as it has beon told {o us
Tts truth is apparent on tho face of it.  Thore is an ameunt of sulforing,
misory, and dogradation in our indigo-planting districts that is porfectly
meompatible wilh tho notion that organized Clovernmont oxisty in the
country, It has shockod vs,  How long will it bo said thatb il recilation
falls flat upon the offieial soul 12 indoo Patriol, December 24, 1859,

Tuw Innrao Sysred,—T1un indige question is approaching to n solu-
i, We propose to give a sobor deseription of the whole systom of
indigo cullivation, a8 wo think it would load io a better mnderstanding of
that question,  The agrarian vismg in the indigo distriets i o vesalt of

f
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o strang and irresistiblo desire {o ioak off all connoction with this systom,
We do not for the world wish the commission thal is to ho appointoed
to prejudge the case that will be laid before them, bub wo simply wish
to contribute our quote of information, Wo fear it is o hopeless task
to rouse the sympathies of the English public here in favour of the
oppressed and impoverished vyots, but we do hope to seo the day when the
sympathies of the Brilish public will be onlisted on Lohalf of that class.

A ryot possessing one plough and two bullocks is required by every
indigo planter to sow fowr beegahs of land with indigo, tho outlay
and return for which are as follows -—

The cultivator gots in advanco Rupoos 8, of which Rupoos 8 he has
to pay to the plantar's dewan, ingidgeers, and ameons, leaving Rupees
5 ogly to himsell,

The ploughing, weeding, and othor necessary expenses, including
ront for 4 beegahs of land, como to nol loss Lhan Rupoes 40, “Lhe
average produce iy 64 bundles, of which almost one-hall is taken
on dustoory and other ageounts ; for the remaining half of the produce,
the cultivator gots cradit in tho planter's books al the rate of six bundloy
& Rupas, or & liblle more than Rupees § for the whole lot.  'This sun
being deducted from tho wdvance, there romains & balance of Rupees 3
againgt tho eultivator afler he has poid Rupeos 38 to moot the cosl of
cultivation. Hor this balance, Rupees 3, ho iz chargod intorost ab the
rate of Rupees 87-8 per cent, por annum, or six pie per Rupoe per
month, At the next indigo sowing soason, tho balanco, Rupees 3,
above referred to, together with tho interest acoruing thovefrom, is
debited to the cultivator’s account ag advanced to him to carry on ihe
indigo cultivation again in that season, at the close of which his debt lo
the plantor becomes more than troblo of what it was ab the end of the
first scason, Again, his expenditure in tho sccond season iz Rupees
40, or Rupees § more than that of ihe first senson, In thé third senson
the debt increases, and it continuos incrensing overy succesding scason,
Thus the indigo cultivator renains theindigo planter’s or rather manu-
factarer’s dehtor for evor, and also his childron, grand-childron, and groat-
grand-children, 1o whom hoeleaves this legacy of jrrotrievable debt, The
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forcible cullivation of indigo i the ground-work of the system Wwe are
deseribing, Tha records of the Foujdary Adawluls of Rajshahyo, Kishna-
ghur, Jossore, and Pubna will conclusively show this to ho the lacl.
Tor the special cdification of those who deny that indigo s foreibly
gown, we publish tho following corrospondence, tho case diselosed in it
Leing one of froquent oceurrence —

No. 17.
To
W. DAMPIER, Esquing,
Superintendent of Police, L. P,
Camp Lahove, | lth Februwry, 1852,
SIR,

HTaviNG receivod private information of an intended affray
betwoen tho people of Mr. J, G Abbott and thoso of Monmohun Sandial
at Nulbatta, within the limits of Thannah Natiore, I proceeded o the
spol yostorday, and found the formor had just foreibly sown indigo on the
lands in that and othor villages belonging teo the latter zomindar, [
observed sovoral flalds proviously cultivated with ammun, chons, and
Khnsareos by the ryots had been hestily and lighily ploughed up nnd
sown with indigo seeds, T snw that two liouses had boon Tuend down,
and was tolil that thay had boon sot fire to by tho dewan of thoe Shinin-
pore Tactery, Thore had been a large and tumulinons assowbinge of
Mr. Abbolt's pooplo. Making ovory allowanco for tho lossencss and
oxnggeration with which nummicnl statoments are made by the villagors,
thoro could not have been less than 500 mon. All the ploughmon,
poons, tagidgoars, amoens, and gomnsh tas of the Shampore, Nundkonjul,
Beaghant, and other factorios, hoaded by a Mr, J, Vaillient, My, Abbolt's
assistant, and armed with lalbeces, swords, sponas, and pikes had collecled
ab Nullalla at night, and having drawn the whole villago-—ton, womon,
and children—from home, commoneed, undor the eloak of darknoss, dog-
troying tho pnddy and other produce of their fvlds and sowing indigo,
Whilo they wore thus employed, one of the jemadars of this thannah
stationed al o ngighbouring village was alizactod to the spot by tho noiso :
he was, however, nbused, and o severely beaten, that ho was earriod back
to hig placo in & state of insenvibility. They condinued sowing field -
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I
aftor ficld i1l morning, when alwnd (80) eighly of them wero apprehend-
od by my polico with their weapons, T have tho satisfaction to report
also that Mr. Vaillient and Kistolall Dagchoe, who appoor 1o hnvoe taken
the lead in this outrage, have both smrendered themselves, and have boon

admitted on Lail,

ond—From the local ouquivies ingtituted by me, and the avidence of
the villagers for several miles around, it appears to bave been a case of
gross oppression. That the armed and twnultnous assemblage of tho
factory people should not have been attended with any disasivouns results,
was not their fault, but was owing to the timidity or forbearance of the
1yots oppressed,  Tf these had attompted (o resist the foreiblo cullivation
of indigo in their jotes, loss of lile and limb would have been (o inevi-
table consequence,

3rd.—Mr. Vaillient, though he calls himself a Trenchman, is, T boliove,
an Kast Indian, or o Pondicherry Fronolman, But even if he were an
European Fionchman, ho would, as a foreigner, be equally amonablo to the
Mofussil Criminal Courls with the natives. 'Tho charge Inought home
against him and other parties implicated in this case as prineipals avo fore-
ing tho cultivation of indige for the Shampore Fociory on tho lands of
villages owned by Monmohun Sandial, illogal assembling of armed mon,
oppressing the ryots, and assaulting and resisting the police jomadar in
the oxecution of his duty, The evidenco against them in regard 1o arson
does not appent 1o me to bo conclusivo, Undor these civeumstances, T
conceive that the easo, though lortunately unattended by sovero woumling
or other aggravaling cireumstances, yot is sufficiently sorious Lo wariant
its commitment to the Sessions Clowrt, I am st loast nob altogother
satisfied as to my compotence to disposo of it fAinally, and shall be thero-
fore much obliged by your kindly fauvouring mo with your advice whather
it would e proper and cxpediout for me to commit or punish, My
investigation is comploted and the case is nearly ready, and conceiving
that the onds of justice would bo best promoted by s prompt and
speedy decision, I have taken the liberty to mako this reforonce Lo yon
direet, in ordor o avoid allyuunccossary delay.
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#h.—Tn eonclusion,’ T have the honour to wpert thal I have sialionod
two police jemadars ab the spol, awd have instituted o ense under Aot
IV.%f 1840, in regard “to the londs it dispube bobween Me, Ablobt aud
Monmohun Sandial, in order to delormine and settlo the question of
pussession,

T have, &,
(Signed)  KISSORY CITAND MITTRA,
Deputy Mugistrals,

No. 343,
To
Basoo KISSORY CITAND MIT'TRA,
Deputy Magistrate, Nallore,
Cump Dehree, on the Qrand Trunk Road,
Duted the 22nd February, 1852,
Sy,

IN roply to your leller, No. 17 of the i4th instant, I havoe
the honour to aequaint you, that as tho riol thercin roported, although
wmost unjustifisblo and oppressive, was not nttended with any serious conse-
quences, and tho ovidonco as to the arson is nol conelusive againsl the
partios, you hat, I think, betier disposo of Lo case yorrsoll,

9nd.~—Your should sonlenco the principals o the highest punishmenl
within your compoloney to awnard, and pnss ordors on tho ndinor agents
according to their sharo in the effoneo.

*orard~—Mr. Vailliont is sulijeat to tho local' jurisdietion,

: T havo, &,
(Signod)  W. DAMPIER,
Supdt. of Polico, L, I

partios woro convieled and sentoneed to be imprisoned for six
Bi7hs, with“labour, commutable to a fne, aad to pay o fue of
Gi0s 200 cach, in dofeult Lo bo fmprisoned for an wllitionn] peviod,
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Whon o 1yot is reduced to the lowest obb of poverly by reason of
suffering such hoavy losses from his connection with tho coucern, and is
altogether oub of means to continue the culture of this vegotable dyo,
he is mado to work as & cooly in tho factory. In this capacily ho is
compelled to work off the fictitions arrears,

Just as the season for sowing indigo comoes on, tho plantor's amaens go
aboui; the fislds and point out to the ryols for indigo eultivalion such
lends as they find well prepared.  Those lands, intonded for the cul-
ture of 1ice and other profitable crops, are converted into neel khots ; the
ryots are forcod to sow indigo agninst their will. The ryots’ troubles do
not end here, During the sowing scason they are not allowed to ook
after any other crops, howevor profitablo, and which always fail totally
or partially, in consequonce of any timely attontion not being paid to
thom. Their whole time and onergies ave demanded by the ncol, and
are absorbed in it eulture, Woo to the Paramanie or Mundul or Sheikh
who neglects it for other crops |

Lands sown with indigo ot the cloge of the rains roquire somo shado
for the proteation of the young plants from tho scovching offocis of the
sun ; the unlueky cultivators axe forcod to sow linsced and other dry-
wogthar ctops in them for covering them up. If in the following
Janusry thore is e copious fall of rain, the shade from tho linscad and
other plants {5 unfavourable to the devolopmant of the indige orapj aund
under such civcumstabces the ryots aro compellod again to dostroy those
extra orops. But in the event of there bheing no rain in Januwary, or
little oarlier, the extra crops aro allowed o amive at matwiity. The
produce from them is, however, as a rulo, appropriated by the planisr's
amlahs as the hue of the kuttoo, Tho ryol is not, by the planting law,
entitled fo the least portion of it. Theso extra crops, instoad o boing
of any uso to the ryof, rather sorve to add in a grent mensure{ to his
trouble and expense,

ﬁ’l‘h’éfplanters also carry on the cultivation of Indigo on th lir own
account to & cortain extent, as the neej-jotes in tho Indigo districts
would show, The expense Jho planter is put to on this head is n. triflo.
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The workmen rosiding in tho indigo distriets are forcod to supply labowr
bo the planter’y khas cultivation, The price paid for such lahowr s one
rupoe for cultivating ono heegnh of land, which, according tlo Govern-
ment mensuroment, is noarly o beogah and-n-halll  Oul of this rupoe,
six annag¢ is dodueted by way of dustoory by tha planier’s amlahs,
loaving ton annas only as a romuncration for tho labowror, whereas
thres times that sum would be very moderaio wages for him.  The
planter's oxtra workman is, howevor, more forfunate than hin dadonnes,
ashamee: the more he pays for tho indige orop, the more largely he
becomes indebted to the planters,

Whonovor any,ryot has the ill-luck to inenr tho saheb's displeasure,
he is oppressod most toreibly ; ds house is oflen burnt, and his property
looted by the fastory lattyals. The Mofusail Courts, conslitibod ag thoy
are, do not always afford any protoction to the helplass pensants against
such outrages, andl axe oflen convortad into instruments for opprossion.
Does he refuse to roccive advances, old claims against him are yaked up
from the khata books, Doos he rofuse to sow his paddy khets with
indigo old balancos avo conjured up againat him ?

The indigo planiers somehow manage te hecome telookdars and iz
dars, as withoul such territorial inflnoneo, Lhoy cannok carry on their
planting business as succossfully as thoy could wish, ‘This unnuostion-
ably ostnblishos his prestigo, and enables him o lord it in tho Mofussil.
Tt places tho dostinies of tho agrioultura] population complotoly at Uhoir
diaposal, Suffico it to say, thal a large portion of what the ryvis carn
is appropriated by their planting lords, leaving to thom a vory small
portion of their income only to onable thom to susiein life. In ot

their condition is in point of fact even worse than that of tho Amorican
slaves,

The khoodkhast and other ryots who do not follow the agricultural pro-

yfession-—tho kamars anct tho koomars—the mistrics and the moodica—the

mahajuns and ghe manufacturors ~are not exempted from the taxes lovied

by the neel-kotce, Bome way or othar they ave compelled 1o pay &

certain portion of their income Lo their planting landlerd end bLis meudy
7
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amlahs  Persons daring Lo object Lo such paymenl mush make up thoir
minds to a residence in the planter’s godowns.

Laitialism is an imporient elomonl of the indigo system, ond is o
norial institution in the indigo districls,

Lattials ranging from two 1o three hundred are engagod almost in
every factory with the view of enabling the plantor to enforeo his hoolkum.
These lattials are not kept all in one place, but are divided into weveral
small bands, and are located in different out-factories within the jurisdic-
tion of the Concern. When any village gives any cause of dissatisfac-
tion to the planter, it is givon up to the lattials; they ave despatohed
from different stations to the scene of operation ; they plunder the village,
and maltrent tho offonding ryots, and then disperse themselves in diffor-

ent directions, .

Such is the indigo system. It is flanght with griovous opprossion, and
ag the Lieutenant-Glovernor says, i “full of abuses.” It is, to quoto the
game high authority, completoly “rotten,” and itg  rottonness conaists in
thig, that in practice the ryot is made to act liko a slave, not like o free
man” Ves! it rendors the position of tho indige cultivator ona of
unmitigatod hardship, and it, forees him to enliivate indigo by logitimate
coercion, It is to avold such hardship thal the ryots now refuse to
receive advancos or cultivate indigo. It is to oschpo such coercion that
the most peacoful, industrious, and loyal population in all Tndia are now
almost in rebellion—Indian Field, March 81, 1860.

INDIGO AND ANARCIIY,

B A TATLV. W LV

A¥aroHY 1IN BENGAL—Thoy speak what is literally a truth who
speak of the prevalence of anarchy in somo of the districts of Bengl,
ALt s aparcky when a few men, by the meie foree of wthe strong arm
lord it over millions, and bar them from the benefits of governmont.
The external show of coutls, policomon, and officials, is a mookery
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in rogions where the oppressed man cnnnot approach the Jaw but by
permigsion of his oppressor. It is anarchy thore whore lattialism is ann
institution for the maintenance of which its' patrons openly contend
with the legislabure—where the iron will, the hrave heart, and brutw
foree will onsure their possossor complole supremuey.

And why should it be so ¢ These districls, tho seat of this anarchy, are
within eyesight of a government the strongest in Asia, The poople are
a race who requirve the least amount of government to keep their socioty
togother, It is a country of old traditions, which has known regular
laws and courts of justice for nearly a contury. One single tax of four
millions is borne by the people thomsolves o the public exchoguer with
a punctuality not obsorved by the sonsons.  Religion reigns in the
land with more than ordinary forco. And yet there i anarchy in
Bengal.

The phenomenon is oasily explicable. N¢ Lranch of the internal ad-
ministration of Bengal is so inofficient as the police and penal judicature,
Tho ordinary magistracy has always boon found incapablo of coping with
efimes of any magnitude, ‘Whenover o ffirm of great evime has to be put
down, o spovial organization becomoy needed, Wonk in  numerical
strength, the magisiracy 19 wonker in fgion, 'Tho disereditably low aim
which tho Districl Magistrates proyghis' to thoinselves is pursued with a
total lnck of energy and vigour, 'Jho Distriol Magistrato is sntisfied if
hig superiors do not roport him worse than his predecossor, Ile is more
than satisfied if he keops his district in no wome order than it was when,
he stepped into his office. The hard task of maintaining _t'.l)g~vg)--gx","5t.
ence of peace is postponed to the less exncting duty rsuporintending
roasds and ferries, and tamylering with the prowpsfs of subordinates
‘Wanting confidence in himself, and perhaps in bigficial superiora 10o,
ho doxes nob grapple wilh the largor ovils, offiyavoko tho enmity of a
powerful wrong-door. The sufforings of o DUk wman con never be an
object of anything hut occasional pity t#iue son of Jnpliet. But the
white Maglstrate placed over a populgdy of black mon is so habituated,
to sights of suffoving and opprossiglinal, they do nol oxeite in his hronst
evon that fashionable little mnnt. (tonuine eallovaness ol heart

i =
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would pass for juchcial impartiality, and indolenca sheltors itsolf undor
the guisé of a constitutional roapect for the lat.

But the i{agistmte, though the chief custodian of the pance in his own
distriet, is affer all, it may be said, o responsiblo officor.  Ho is but &
subordinate in\a himarchy of many grades. There is his diogesan, the
Commissioner of the Division, What does ho do? It is his duly to sec
that the Magistrate performs his duty. To that ond he moves from sto-
tion to station, the doing which ho calls his tour of inspection, Inspect
he often docs, as tho shelves of the fouzdaree record room and the roads
of the cutcherry cmﬁpound at sessons sbundantly testify, Controul tho
Magistrate he does; ‘or why does every daogab, mohurtii, jemadar, or
burkundayz, who haa been fined, suspended, or dismissed, feel that he does
himsclf injustice until bo has appealod to tho Commissioncr?  No Com-
missioner of Division, however, feols il necessary to enquire into the state
of the more vital matters affecting the well-being of his distrct, It is
no business of his to goad the indolent, instruct the inexperienced, or to
check the aberrations of the \Qorrupt. With hig subordinates he shares
the sweet calm of n disposition not to be ruffled by sights of suffering
and oppression \

The Commissioner agam is b o sulliagan, There is his motro-
politan, the Covernment of T N al - The Government of Bengal, was
a fow yoars ago composod of the Ii iqure momaents of a stalosman whose

, proper dulies occupicd him twelve hours a day, and of the woak-
nesses of & sccretary whe would be\ outensted if he wrote a strong
leftor~.of copsure of his own accord,\ Since thoe couversion of the
Government of “Bengal into an entily,'it lns mdeod made itsolf in-
dividually folt, ‘1o first incarnate Government of Bengal was o
man whose knowledgh@ of the couniry wag unbounded, High hapes
wergmenieitainad of him, %, Hi8 first act 1aised, thoso hopos higher then

— Mite!
sver.  He recordod his op#aion in sontontious torms, that avorywhoro the
Strong oppressed the Weal ThiS

opinion-—a troisme-had all tho charms
of 4 discovery when it procaedad 150 Mr. Halliday's mguth; for it was
umversally holioved that the truism™We® scon to be converted, in o
-great measure at least, into o myth in the

dominiong of the Government
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of Bengal. Peoplo expactantly waited for tho remady. That was soon
proposad, Tt was to destroy the Stzeng—to leave nome but the Weak:
The sirong proved too strong for the destroyer, It was not the idioayn-
orasy of tho vigorous minutlc-wriler to tnke action affer the publieation
of his minuie. Tho Sirong everywhore continved o oppress the Weak,

'With ono hranch of the Strong family the first Government.of Bengal
cultivated relation which affected tho condition of the Weak vory male-
rially. The first Government of Bengal was considerabloe in advance of
the rost of mankind in his views of polioy; and tha development of the
regources of the country was an oxtremoly favoured olject of his polilieal
sympathics. Therefore, and for anolher reason, namoly, thal tho said
Glovernment wag vory pardonably ambilious of a Eritish fwme, hae pa-
tronized with all his might the braneh of the Strong fawily which made
indigo and conl. Ho knew how indigo and conl were made, But
he tolerated all, and discouragod every altetapt of every hody that
intorfered with the production of indige and coal,

Mr. Tlallidey's succossor has Deen but o fow months in the offico.
That ho has already grown do popular is ag much due to the fet of
his being My, Hallidny's sucocssor ag to the unqualified respoct ontor-
tnined for Nis chaactor, and tho houndloss confidence felt in lis
impartishily and love of justico. This lash 1s an ndvanlage which will
stand him in good stoad whonover his acts offond a clasy or injure o pam-
pored intorest.  ITe hag alroady inkon tho first step towards the rostorn-
tion of law and order in the soals of avarchy, ‘Lhero is no doubl thal it
will not bo the last.  Bul wo doubt whether aven Mr. Grant will be able
to cow his subordinates to co-oporate with him in the great task. 'I'hoy
are not accustomod to Leliove that anarchy nceds to Lo removed, whilst
the “siation” is safo and tho 1evenues are paid in, They have no idon
that the anarchy can be removed, or any good will come out of anything
boing substituted for it. They object to the noveliy and the trou-
blasomeness of {ho task sought io he imposed upon them. Soine of quick-
or ingtinets seg polilical danger in the ontire suppression of anarchy in,
the land, Others boliove that the development of the resoureos will conse
Al will vote Mr, Grant a bore,

T
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The question has bacome a serious one.  The ryots, il they have nog
learnt that My, CGrant has forbidden the cultivation of indige, have
learnt that My Halliday is no longer Governor. Mr, Toltonham'’s ma-
gistyacy of a few wecks has given them the idoa that justice is not
always unattainable. A spirit, such a8 wenevor in our wealkest moments
anticipsted, has made its appearance in the indigo-growing distriets,
The poor fellows may in the end sucoumb, But between the date and
this there will otour o series of sooial collisions which will simply disgrace
egtablished authority. We supplicate our rulers to ward off these ocour-
rendes.—Hindoo Potriot, February 4, 1860,

e

Tar silly affectation of incredulity wilkh which some partics ro-
ceive our.statements of disorder and lawlessnoss in the interior
of Bengal might have heen safely despised if it did not afford pro-
tection to a set of powerful wrong-doers from the chastening opera-
tion of social opinion. Whenever some act of flagrant oppression
or daring outrage is related, » chorus of voices sing out, in a tone
of indignant scepticism—*Can it be?” “Ought it 1o bo believed 2"
Society feels it due to itself to concoal the oxistonco of evils which
in the long run are not less injurious to it than to the pariahs
who are the immediate sufferers. The delicate nerves of virluous
men ave shocked to be told of atrocities with the details of which
they are as well acquainted as the victimizod thomselves, Convention-
ally, it is a thorough and strict undewstanding thai the eye shall not see
nor the ears hear what the hand dosth. This sort of conventionalism, wo
admit, hps its uses when applied to certain affairs of life. It will scarcely
benefit anybody if the Timgs ragularly reported overy tittle of avidence
given in at trials for divorces, or dovoted three londers a week to the
discussion of their features. Some ovils arc best repressed by being
ignored, It is condemned in books of a certain charactey, that they cor-
rupt public morals by familiarising the public mind with the dotails of
horror and indecency, Such books are enticing reading in spite of their
dangcrous character, The immediate pleasure is preferved to the shun-
ning of the distant and intangible evil. But the ovil to "which we are
endenvouring to draw attentjon is altogether of n different kind, The
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light of public opinion eannot shine on it without blancling it. There is
no Lomperament 80 morbid thal will be reconciled to whsolute lawlessness
for tho ploasure of witnossing outragos, The conduct of Lthose, thovelure,
who knowing what is now pnsaing in the interior of Bongal scok to sup-
presy all montion of it, cannot be too strongly condomnaodl,

Thero is searcely ono of the daily journals in Caleutta whioh would
publish such a lotter as tho Rovd, Mr. Bomwetsch has adidrossed do the
Tndiam Field, which is contained in last week’s issuo of that papor.
- Yet how nocessary is it to the vory existonce of socioty that sueh things
as Mr. Bomwotsch relates should bo exposed, thoroughly exposed | To ug
wlhiogo pamﬁﬂ“ task it has bean for tha last fivo months to hoar the staries
of hundreds of ryots, refugees, and supplients for justico, from the Nudden
distriet, the lotler conveys nothing now. DBut the majority of our
readers will oblain some definito idea of the sort of ansrchy which
provails in that part of the country when thoy learn from Mr. Bomwelsch

that

“Some hundreds of lattials and gpearsmon aro at this momont: assembled
to loot tho villages of Pathorghate, Gobindopors, and Malinputin or
Chandrabash, beeause the ryots still refuso to take advances, or to enier
into contract with the plantor, lest thoy should have him say thoy had
not kopt tho conlract. Many villogos petitioned tha Magistrate again,
meplored the Commissionor aver ar¥l ovor again, humbly bescechod even
tho Governor himsell, to grant thom prolection from tho persecutions of
the planters; bul instead of obtaining any romody, have afvesh Hoon mers
cilossly delivered into the hands of thelr oppressors, Sinee tho above
was wrilton, I have received a lebtor from Kishnaghur, tho civil station, in
forming me that ryots had como into tho station, heving their whole sub-
stance, plough, &o., packer on earts, ¢ 1o seok for prolection,” and remained
neor the entcherry for doys without any redress, Ilow they have left
these quarters, and what hag boon done on their boholf, is not knewn,
The ryots are mora than over impressed with the idon that the confedoracy
betweon Plantors and Magistrates (ot Covenmnted and Uncovonanted)
was an insoparable one”
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Another witness, My, Lincke, of Bullublpors, says :

“The people jn the throatencd villagos ave sore afraid, and those who
van have their wives, ohildren, and cattle seni away to other placos,
Those persons who remain cannot get out of their villages for fear of
being caught and carried off Lo several of them it has happoened so.
Several of the villages have given in, and I bolieve only two or threo in
this neighbourhood are still holding out, and these are tho villages which
are threatened with being looted. I wonder how it willend, I am
afraid all will return to s it was before. Nothing good for the people
will result.”

Mr., Bomwotsch continues-—

“Two lads of 18 and 19 yents, pupils of our Training Tnstitution, were
expressly sent to my 'tent in order to fell me what they had scen and
heard themselves, as they havo only just now veturnod from thoir vacn-
tion, which they spont at Bullubhpore. They say thoso quarters look
quite warlike. The contemplated loot had not yot taken place, booause
the planter's lattials wore sorc afraid of tho villagors, who wore detor-
mined to give them fierce battle, Thoy had divided themselves inio ai
least six differont companies. One company consists merely of bowsy
men, Anothor of slingsmen, like David of old. Andthor company
consists of brick-wallas, for which purpose thoy havo even, as I bear,
collected the scattered  bricks abou® my old compound. Anothor com-
pany consists of ba,lo-wallu,s Their business is merely to send the hoxd,
unripe bale-fruit ab the heads of tho planter’s lattials. Again, anothor
division consists of thab-wallas, who fling their brass rice-plates in a
ihorizontal way at the enemy, which does great oxecution. Again,
another division consists of rBlé-wallas, who receive the enomy with
whole and broken well-burned earthen pots, The Bengal women do at
times great execution with this weapon, Ope afternaon the planter’s
ldttials fled in confusion, when they saw the Solo women march out thus
armad.»: Again, another division have to play the latty. And the Rercest
division is the company of judhisteor, as they cnll it, who are the so-oalled
shorki-wallag or spearsmen, » This company consists only of twelve men
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bul considering thal ab one time one good marksman, who had the spears
vonched Lo him Ly others, chased one hundred lnftials, thoir number,
thongl numerically small, is still formidable. And these are the men
that the latiinls fear most, and, frighlened by thom, lhey have nol yob
voniured on an atlack.”

And this sort of anarchy has been reigning for weoks togother, with-
vut, as it would geem, the slightest offort on the part of the nuthoritios
to suppross it.  Perhaps it is ag well that the authoritios should not siiv,
byt leave the villagers to fight in dofence of their lives and homes. Tor,
it iy just possiblo that the interference of the authoritios, if divested atall,
would be direqted against the ryots, who may ho {alon up for rioting and
committing bronches of tho peace~a way of doing business nol uncom-
mon with Magistrates in indigo distriets. It is, howover, simply
disgraceful, to all who have it in charge to prolect the penco, that the
slate of things deseribed by Mr. Bomwotach should continue so long, In
no olher park of the civilized world wounld i bo toleratod thal villages
should remain besiogod by hived bravos, for days and woeks, while the
Magistrate is quietly sitting, hearing roports and punishing police officors
for neglocting forms and furnishing insufficient supplios,

Tas the Government nothing to propose in order to pul down this
afate of things, but affray Dbills and disarming acts?  Are ihe cxisting
lows so wholly insnfficiont to meel the evil ng 1o justily the inackion
which fosters i6? Hag tho exporiment been triod of using those laws
with ordinary vigour, and has it {ailed ¢ Let the cneuivy De ot onco
maylo, and a blo} on the administration, admilted o be disgraveful, bo
forthwith removed.~Ilindw Pabriof, February 11, 1800

Tag Maamsrnacy.—The numerical weakness of the magistracy in
Bopgal has often hoen adduced in palliation of the grave shorbosmings
of that most regponsiblo bhody of offisials, Thay are, it is ssid, tioo few and
far hetwoen, : Bub is that a valid and suffioient plea ¥ Wo beliovo not,
For with the strong prestige, organisation, nad machinery of the British
Govornment, nothing is ensier than o keep the peace of n district, if the

8
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nudhority onlrustod with the business will only do ib poperly. Nov is
it falr to cliarge the doficieney Lo the ineapacity ar corruption of the
lower agents  Tho hands, thongh tho immediale instrumonts of action,
are atill subservient to the head that wills and directs, Yea more, In
the language of the proverh, ho who knows the game of cowries will be
able to play it evon if the cowries bo bad, It is nothing but idle {o lay
the fault on the weakness of the Polico force, wlion o Magistrale iy nob
successful in keeping his district in order, A thousand times numeri-
eally strongor force will scarcely benefit the country if the magisterial
duties are performed in that slovenly and inefficient manner in which
the planting districts have for tho last fow years been rulod, The de-
fect does not lie in the eanker with which tho Police is said to he affect-
ed, as with tho Magistrale who cannot doctor il cffectually. The Police
isin every respecl under the complels controul of the Magistrate, and it
only requires a little exortion on the part of the latler io make il as
officient as even the most sangwine might wish. But as tho tail follows
iha Lody, so will the Police suil itself Lo the inclinalion and tendoencies of
its chief, The thing is after all evident thal if a Magisirate wishes that
his subordinntes should be useful to ihe public, nothing ean he ensior
than for him to make thom so.  Polico officors are ag vegardful of their
own inleresls as any other class of officors, and thero will searcoly be
wanbing on thoir parl an inclination io act honestly and enorgelically
when they find that nothing legs will satisfy their superiors ond hetler
their progpects. But they are ab the same idime shrewd onough to
undersiand the disposition or, as it is more aptly expressed in the verna~
cular by the word mijaz, of the controlling Saheb, and will accordingly
not fail, to put themselves in tho posture the Snhob would havo thom
assume, If the Saheb lovos cnse, the darogah will hardly put himself
to any {rouble for the public woal. If tho Sahol) bo indolent, his subor-
dinates will seck their ense, and such among then as are disposed to il,
will siir to make a little monoy if they can fAnd means to do it, Wo
think no cfficient Magistrate ever complained of the insufficiency and
want of sharpness in the instraments with which he had to work. Very
fow Magistrates have over failed to bring to a succossful igsue any serion”
case, or fo fully carry oul any dosired end in which Lhoy 1cally took dn
intercst,
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Wo have slated above thal numerical woakness in efficiuncy i nol the
enuso of the Bengal Moflussil Police. It is suscopliblo of improvemend
and liable to disorganization accordingly as n wlvong vr a wenk mm
wields ils manngemont.  The stoutest robber will panse lLefore he goes
bo bronk through a wall or approprinte anolher’s goods whon he knows
that tho police is infallible and will in the end trace him onl.  Bul tho
moment the contrary beeomes his conviclion, thalb is, whon lie seey that
he is dealing with oither a worthloss or, in somo casos, o friondly Lody of
policemon, thare will bo no limit to his daring or his exploils, So iy also
tho ense with zemindars and planters. If thore s o relentloss and impar-
tia]l Magistrate waiching the concerns of the zillah, who is neither aceos-
sible 1o flatbery mor to bo thwailed in his purpose by tlneats, who
favours no pavly, and dispensos justice evenly and with stermness, whove is
tho man who will dare to raise his hand to oppross tho woak or fight oul s
dangah with his equals?  Under such a polico ehief thers can bo nothing
but peace in the district.  Thoro is obsorvable in the ordinary conduet of
our Magisirates a disinelination, arising from what we ean call by o
other name but fonr, Lo act vigourously when powerful disturbors of 1ho
peace have to bo doalt with., Tt somotimes happens Dhab rorubsitions am
mede to the commandant of a militin regiment for o delachimont of thai
foroo, or, ax is more genorally dong, a lavge bady of polioce uvkundazes,
jomadavs, and dorogahs axo collccled in one placo o provont a hreacl
of the peace and 10 sonre away bonds of memed mon——Inbtinds and shirko-
wallahs—ontoriained by landholders for the purposs of the dangah.  All
thig might show enorgy, prompiitude, and cireumspuclion an the part of p
Magistrato ; bub in truth, Lo ono necustomed to view thoss things In theie
propor light, such proccedings iudicato in the official nothing Lul ner-
vousness and a want of & 1clianee on his own skill and powor.  Tho dis-
orderad state of & districl 18 a oleay manifestalion thab it hay nob heen pro-
perly ruled ; that erimes havo boon allowed o escapo their punishinen ;
and that, from roociving one littlo indulgence aftor anothor the wrong
dloers havo folt themdslves so scenro of impunity thal vory naturally
thoy aro temptoed Lo bid laws and anthorily at opon doflance,  "Thns arises
the ovil which Xas now becoma so glariag and inlolorahle.  Phey _geyn=
quonce in such oasos i that o Magistrale ab the elovonllyrgulie, When it is
too late to voirael eoncessions, and whow Jie i STITE thad Diis 1eputndion is et
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stako, fumbles about and fries to make the most out of his available
means, But il might then be too late, The preparations on hoth the
antagonistic sides perhaps are on a grand scals, much monaoy has alrondy
baen spont, the parties are all but ready to clash againsh each other, and
the game they are about to play out is for a heavy stake, In vain the
Magistrate issues perwannahs by scores to his dependont police to appro-
hend and send ih to him the armed men ; in vain he thveatens them with
dismigsal from the service sliould the fight be allowed to be fought ; in
¥ain he calls upon the interested partics to bind themselves in heavy
recognisances to keep the peace. The thing stares him in the faco.
The police report one morning suddenly announces to him that, although
the thannah men had tried their best to dissuade the fighters, and had
explained fo them the consequences thoy were tempting, and notwith-
standing also the attempts which had been made to apprehend some of
ihem, no heed was taken, and a serious breach of the peace had occurred
with fatal results, namely, five killed, seventeen wounded seriously,
«Awenty hduses looted, four houses burned, and two munduls kidnap-
ped and cariied away on the backs of two elophants, Tho blood rushes
up in the face of the Salob, and the first veni ¢f anger is diroeted
towards the poor police. “ Worthless fellows these,” says tho Magisirate,
“nob to be able 1o provertt thoso dangahs,  Toll them they are suspoended
from office and ordered to appear bofore mo with oxplanations” TIn suth
circumstances the Magistrato finds ih his duty to make a roport to the
Commissionor. It is then gonerally regretted that tho police should
not be slrongor to grapple successfully with such ocenrronces, and tho
true cause of the ocowrrence, instead of being sought in defeobive admi-
nigtation is always explained away as having iaken place owing to the
corruption, wané of vigilance, and weakness of the polico. The symp-
toms of appronching disturbance are not hidden from the knowledge
of tho Magistrate, Both the police and the partios themsolves give
sufficiont warning from the vory firsi: the one by means of thoir daily
veports, and the other by petitions, ineriminatory end recriminatory,
against oach othor. If the authotities do not chooso to attend to them
"oy time and tako proper meams to remove thy cause of dis-
aﬁectioﬁﬂ,“ﬁfé}ﬁb@x menner themselves fostor the growlh of the ovil
encsaintorip ; and t}gﬁ\ ’\v‘ff@:l»wtbﬁ.ﬁm of discord bursts into a flamo,
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wlhen the littlo spring accurmmulates to & sudden {orront, whon the
gontle breoze is transformed Into & tornade, then s Dlamed all but
he who bad lel slip tho opportunity which existed of blowing oub
the fire whon il was Dul a spmk, of shubling up tho orifics through
which tho spring issued, and of puiting fho vessol in & condition
fit to wonther tho storm when there wus {imo for it. Fov all dosir
able purposes, in & poacoful counltry kike this, wo sro deliboratoly of
opinion that the oxisting police foreo is quite sufficient, although in some
rare cpses it might not be ablo to provent a sorious dangah brought about
by civoumstances with which they howedly deom prudeni to interfere,
Bub even Lhis inability to cope with dangabs, when the parties concornod
having hoforehand caleulated the responsibilily of thoir actions, ave dstor
minod to incur it like madmen rushing on cortain self-immolation, is not
peculiar to the Bengal police alons, Tn betler governed connlbrics, having
better organizad police foraes, riols ave as unavoidable, Notwithstanding
spocial aots of the Legislature empowering tho police to resort to ox{romo
measurces (which unfortunatoly is not the cnso horo) mobs in Greal Bri-
tain, when roused, still prove themsolf above the power of the defonders
of ponce, and commit rows much in the same manner as the latlialy of
Nugldea and the shurkowallahs of Jessoro fight a dangnh-—I{indoo LPu-
triol, Fobruary (8, 1800, '

v

ILLUSTRATIONS,
No. L
MR, COOKBURN’'S CASE

Bk L ]

PurirArs ono of tho strongoest puoofs of the truth of the chargos
of lawless viclonce and oppression {hal woe have so oflen loen
compollad to wge against the Indigo Plantews, and of tho com-
plobe impunily with which they can, under the oxisting laws for
tho trisl of Turopeaus, commit the most-helnovs offances, is 1o he
found in the cage of Clovernment and Juubeo Bowa, verews Majun All
Khan and othérs, deeided in the Court of Wizamub Adawld on the
16th Soplomber. Wo say it iw"onc of tho slrongest proofy Lhatl could
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D oblained, hot bocause the easo is ona atom worse than similar caser
which day by day oeour in every district in Tastern Bengal in which
indigo oultivation iy carried on; but simply Lecause by chance the ease
has come before the district Courls, and the usval defonsive weapons ol
forgery, perjury, and corvuption have in this instance not beon allogethes
sugcessful in defeating justico.

The defendants in this case—the setvants of a planter—were charged
with being concerned in an attack and vobbery of a village, 'in which ont
of the unfortunate villagers was murdered. Tho facts of the cnso arc
thus fully given in the decision of the Judgo :

“The case is one of those agrarian outragesnol unhappily vory uncom.
men in the disbrict, bub in this insbance deplorable alike from ils ap-
parent origin and from the fatal ropuls,

“Tt appears that Mr. Wi, Cockburn was proprictor of the Challa
Concern, Thannah Shahzadpore, in the sub-division of Sernjgungo.

“Not far from tho factory of Challa is the village of Gabgachee, owned
by several proprictors, Mr, Cockbwrn bolding in fwm the shave of one
of them.

“ My, Cockburn, it scens, réguired for tho purposes of his indigo culli~
vation the ploughs of the Gabgachee people, and as they wers unwilling
to give that accommodation, endeavoured to take it by forco. The Asslst-
ant in chargs of Scrajgunge, who commitled the prisoncrs for tiinl, has
quite inacourately obscrved, that it was sought only to malko the villagers
work out the advanees they hiad roccivod, busilappoars quite conclusive,
1ot only from the evidence of tho witnessos, but cspoeially from the confes-
sions of some of the prisoncrs, (Mohobutoolah alies Mufla, and Baluck,)
that the Gabgachee psople were nol mdor advaunces, and that, consequoni-
ly, there was no semhlance of right to compol tho use of their ploughs.

’

“The foels which tho evidonce appears to eslablish ave these : Uhnt on

the foronvon of Wednesday, the 28rd Mureh Insl, a0 seversl of (he
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Gabgacheo people were at work ploughing their ficlds to the soulh of
the village, a considerable body of mon, 100 or moye, werc scon ap-
proaching, armod, from the diroction of the factory ; some four or five
of these mon enme up Lo within o litilo distance, and asked the vilia-
gors whethor they would give the use of their- plonghs or not. They
soid they would not, somo of them adding that they had alvendy sup-
plied them with ploughs on sevoral oceasions without receiving payment,
and woro then engaged in their own cultivation;

“The men (girdars) thon replied they would have to give the ploughs,
whother they liked it or not ; and, it is said, then wonl to report tho
rosult to their employer, who wos at a little distanee (about 250 yards
oll) on horse-back, Tho wilnesses go on to say that Mr, Cocklurn,
buing apparently excitod by the rofusal, used abusive language Lownrds
the villagors, and after oxdering Lig men to plunder the place and “mar”
the people, rode off Luwards s fuctory,

“This may he the propey place to obgerve that the Assistand Magiatrate,
who wont in parson to the spol, considers it corfain that Cockburn twas
not upon the ground : fivst, upon certain discropancics in the ovidenco
(which ho Tias not specifiod), and socond, heeouso from actunl ingpection
he wos nnable Lo discover in tho loenlity indieated any horschoof prints
and T think it my duly to remark that, in the first plneo, in dofaulf of
aclual ovidoneo lo the point, it doos not appear why horso's hool marks
should havo been obsorvable on the ground after 24 howms had elapsed
in the latlor end of March ; and in the noxt place, if thore is any one
point on which the evidenco for the proseculion scems to agroe mare
than wpon anothor, it is as to tho fact of Mr. Cockburn baving ridden
to within a short distanco (two or three humlred yawls) of tho village
lands, reccived the report of his mossongors, and then, afior showing
signs of angor, and giving corlain orders to his mon thore assembied,
having gono wway to his factory in which tho affray bogan, To Uhis
point I shall have oocasion to recur presontly, bul I must say that, if
the statoments of the witnesses on thix head should Yo deemed ullerly
withoul foundalion, ae they have been considered by the Assistant
Magisteato, 1t will bo impossible o placo ruliugcu on wiy pavi of their
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story, and the prisoncrs will, in my judgment, bo ontitled to an aer
quittal

« Immediately on recelving these dhsctions, the sirdars previously as.
sembled began to shout, Kalee ! Kaleo ! and mads towards the village.
The CGabgnchee men most of them tan off, gome of them first loosing
their oxen fiom the ploughs, and some leaving them as thoy were,

« A fiw, winongst whom were Momin, Ketabdee, and Sadoollah Fakaer,
offered some sort of opposition, by standing and protesting against the
attack, The Assistant Magistrate conceives that the villagers threw
clods at the asseilants, and it is not impossible that they may have armed
themselves for rosistance, bui theie it no ovidencs of the fact, and at all
ovents it is certain that none of the lattials were hurl, while on the
other hand, the three men Jast montioncd were all wounded by means of
surkis or light spesis, Ketabdee and Sadoollah slightly, one in the
fleghy parb of his thigh, the other in the palm of his hand; bub the
third, "Momin, receivad in the first placo a wound in the abdomen, which
was fatal, He turnod and flod a short dislance, his course boing marked
with bload, but wag overteken, and roceived another wound in tho hack
closo to the shoulder-blade, which brought him down, and thon
lattinls coming up inflicted a third and then other wounds ; the rost

escapod.

« After this some plundar sgems 10 have taken place, though tho ovi-
dence is nob satisfactory as to thiss but undoubtedly tho most paxt of the
cattle of the village, upwards of one hundred head, were driven off 1o
the factory, whence they, or part of thom, were taken to the Thannah
pound of Shahzadpore under ong or mote challans gaid to bear M,
Cockburn's signature, and were afterwards claimed and recovored by their
owneLs,

“When the aggressors returned the villagers camo baok, and some of
them , want to ihe assistance of Momin, who was fOund by his cousin
Jeetoo S}%m,kh (witnogs No, 15) nealy prostrate upon his faco and
kness, evidently dying. {Io wag taken up and carried to Lis house,
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whore, aftor soma inarticulaie or barely articulale ntlompls al speaking,
and afler taking n litlle water, ho almost immedintely diod,

“# Ty is stated by Jeetao, also by the prosculrix, widow of the decorsed,
and by his mother Ohundra Bews (witness No. 36), that wilh his
dying breath Momin doclared that he hiad rocoived his mortal injuries from
Bagakhen and Lellihan (prisoncrs Nos. | and 2 at the command of
Cockburn) 3 bulb I find it impossible to place any reliance on this sinfe-
mant,

“The friends of tho docoased then prepared o cwry s remains (o
Sernjgunge, and aftor an allereation with two burkundazos, who sought
to make tham proceed by a rond which lay thiough the factory lands
(with tho purposs, as thoy concoived, of goiting the body into Mr
Cockburn's power), they corried thoir point, and reached Sernjgungo
that cvening, The informalion reachod Mr. 1larvey, the Joint Magis
trato, and the body was subjected to medical cxamination, tho resull of
which is dotsiled in the ovidonce of Luchmunger, tho Nalive Doctor
(witness No. 82), and loaves no doubt of tho manner in which the de-
consed camo by hig doath,

“Thoro nio some obgorvations which T think it my duly 1o make, and in
which T Lragb the supevior Court will conour, Ono of these rolates lo
tho insuffcioncy of the Joint Magisirate’s prococdings as Lo the proprics
tor of tho faclory, In & cnse so very sorious as the presoni, in which
the diveck ovidence was so slrong against thal porson, where, mowcover,
the Assistant Maglstrato has himself recordod that the factory hed eol
lecled mon for the atlack, and alse that Mr. Cockburn bad sent, the
plunderod catile to Shahzadpore, thus indisputably connceling him with
the offence both before and afler the facl, regard being had to thoe whola

- circumstances of the caso, ib doos appear Lo me thal frthor procoedings
in regard to Mr. Cockbwin woro called for, and thal tho fact or tho do-
gree of his guill should have been made matter for Lhe docision of o
jury. Tt scoms fo me thab a tolal failure of juslico in such a enso ay
this reflects seriously upon tho adminislyation of tho district, and that it

will be hard to make native zomindary responsible for any ofimes come
{1
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mitied by their dapetidauls, il i the case of an Jiuglish plantor serlous-
ly compromiscd i a matter of this dleseriplion no steps wholever mo
{nken Lo Dring the offender to {rialk

«The next point 1o which I rmust advert is tho conduel of the twe
police burkundazos on this oceasion, and lo the manner in which the
Assistant Magistrate has dealt with it. T have alrondy on more than
one occasion stated my strong objection to the systom of Mudud Dur-
kundazes, that is to sn);, inforior policemen gent down ostonsibly Lo
watch the proceeding of spacified persons, bul who are nsually domesii-
cated with the porsons whom they are supposed to walch, and neturally
end by neither preventing n disturbanco, nor affording the lenst nssist.
anco, whon it takes placo, oithor to tho partics essaullad or Lo their
suporiors in the subsequent investigation.

“This iy procisely what has happened in the present enso. Two bur-
kundazes, deputed, ns My, ITarvey proclaims, Lo provent Lreachos of Lho
ponce, allow o foree of Intlialg to bo assombled hefore their faces, acoums
pany thom as amatcurs throughout their day's proceodings, and finally,
il would geem, do thelr best Lo provont the case from coming in ila
actual and proper shape belure tho Magisiratce, '

“The Assistent mugl have como to one of lwo eonclusions rogarding’
these men : oither that thoy woro helpless and hlameless, whicl, iudeod, he
seems to sy, but in 1hat case thay should have beon inade wilnossen inn Lthe
case, and ought 1o have given moxl imporlent and unimponchalble tosti-
mony ; or else they musk be considered as accomplices i the erinie, and -
at any ralo grossly failing in 1ho porformance of their duties: bui thon they
ouglt 1o have been put upon theiv trial, and cithor commitied to 1o
Scssions, or summmily deald with undor his genoral powers by the
Assistont with powors of Joint Magistrale.

“Neithor of those things lins heen done.  The burkuidazes lave had
their statemend or “ Intifsar” (wken, nud thure, ad far ag they are concern-
ed, tho cnso has rostod,
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«]4 is cvident that Mr, Tlnrvoy has not heen wanling in aetivily, and
T know ho is not doficient in shrowdnoss, bt the inquiry has nob in
thoso points boen closely and judiciously followed up. 16 may nol ho
mattor of surprise thal a young officor should fuil it theso qualitios (1
moan judgment and deeision), bub corlainly his shorteomings ought
to ho mado up by the vigilancs and delerminalion of his su]wmr in
chargo of the distriet. TL sooms too mueh the case oven in diflienl
ensog” and in respect of the most inexperienced officors, in give way to
& fooling of Imissez faire, and to abstain from all interforence with the
proceedings of subordinales. This i3 a misfortune to the public and
also unfair upon tho young officor, as efthor his faults and omisgions are
nat correcled, or porhaps, when commitial has laken place, they aro
roughly handled by suporior officevs who must considor that in thoory
all officors oxorclslngxtho judieiad powers of a Magistrate are alilo,

g

“TUpon this subjoct the Court may perhaps think it worth while bo di
reeb & communieation to Lo made to the Commissioner of the Division,
or even to Government.”

Tho samd old slroy. e disgraceful proceedings hove roporiud night.
be laken as steveobyped form of overy indigo-planting row for iho Insi
thivly yenrs In fool, theso eases are so common, and the purliculurs so
precisoly of tho samo nature, thal fu these days of printing in public
officos and gonoral cconomy, we aro surprised thal the Cowrt of
Nizamub Adawhtt do not issne printod forms of roporl merely o he
filled up by tho Judgo with the names of the pm'Lmq and the number of
the victims, Tt would however, be necocssary, in tho ovoent of our ro-
.commeondation being adopled, to loave & spaee for the decision of the
Judge, for, as wo hovo often had to point out, it s not, overy Judge who
would writo lig opinion in the ferrloss, slenightforward manner that My,
Lowis Jackson has done. Tive yoars of Hallidayisin have taught
Judges and Magistrates, thnt if thoy valuo thoir appoiniments, Lhuy BIETS
pocket their couseiences i all casos in which Tndigo Plantors, Polico
Commissionersy or other Furopeans with political influenco nnd power of
comnbination, are concerned, The enses of Mr. Komp, 1he late Judgo of
Malda ; of Roy Kissory Chand Mitiin, the Jate Magistrato of Caloutts ;
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of Baboo Gopaul Lall Mittrs, the lalo Deputy Magistrate of Natioro ;
and of Bonlyee Abdool Agaiz, the Inte Deputy Magisirate of Scraj-
gunge, aro molancholy illustrations of the unfoltered operation of such
Hallidayism,

But to return to this case, We have, firsl of all, an Indige Planter,

a broken-down Deputy Magistrate, who buys a factory and tmms his
mind to tho “development of the resources of the country” in tho
usual manner. Now, before indigo can be sown, it is necessary to
plough the land, and people in HEngland will probably supposc thab
gome of that vast amount of capital, which Colonization Commitice
witnesses say i3 brought into this country by the planiers, would he
invested in ploughs and cattle ; but this is not the way owr sturdy Anglo-
Saxons farm. It is all vexy well for farmer Hobbs aAnd farmer Stubbs, in
Norfolk or Suffolk, to keep ploughs and hovses: they e obliged 1o do
so; they do not, like our men, enjoy special rights as reprosentatives of
a conquering nation, but are subject to the lawe of the land, which our
plenters are not  In Bongal it is a genorally received notion, which has
been confirmed by that eminont lawyer, My, Theobald, that all porsons
who can claim to have half a drop of Buropean blood, or even blood and
water, in their veing, have an abstract right of proying upon their wealker,
“though possibly not darker, neighbours: henco ploughs and cattle aro
necdless expenses,  The uninitiated may ask how then a planter ploughs
his lands? The simple reply to which is, that & plantor hag no lands,
for that would bo another unnccossary expense. By a legal fistion ho ig
supposed to give advances to his tonants for the cultivation of & coerlain
amount of indigo, and by the same fietion 1% is assumed thal, Laving
given these advances, tho planter has nothing whatever to do with tho
crop until the happy pensant brings it joyously inte tho factory, his
hackory crowned with Loughs, like the harvest carls at home, and then
and there receives from his beaming and benevolent landlord o bag full
. of bright rupees in paymont for the samo. Such is the fielion, bul wo
lawve often shown how very difforont is tho actual faol.  We have shown
that a man sends out Up-country rufiinng to seize his ionsntry, and that
they are then locked up in a godown and starvod wntil they sign thoir
names 10 o hond acknowledging their lability for an advanee mwle to
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thuir ancestors of the fonrth goncralion ; and this bond, signed by the
ryol, veprasents, in plauting parlance, an advanco and conlraot to sow,
on iho gtrongth of which tho planier sends out, as Mr. Cockburn sent ob
Gabgachoe, and scizos all the poor yyoty’ plonghs, slops their own culiiva-
tion, and having mado them plough’up one anolher’s lands and soW
therein his indigo, he considers that he has been merely *seoing thal his
ryots fulfil thoir contracls.,” Tn this ense, us usual, tho wretched ryots
summon up courage to complain to the Magistrate of the threntoning
attitude takon up by Mr, Cockburn, and the Magistrate, as usunl, afraid of
gotting into a row with his immediate suporior, who ig probably more theo-
retical than practical, and has a horror of being written against by he
planlers in the papers, or being himsclf on oxcellent pigsticking terms with
the planter, conlents himsel{ with giving an order to sond oul two police
peons to keep the peace betweon about 500 hired and trained ruffions on
one side, and 5,000 wrelched villagors on tho other 1 11 tho samo wo peons
being supposed to bo ubiquitously omployed in keoping the peace in some
70 or 80 villages, Tho peons know that this ordor means nolhing at all;

thoy therefore lake into consideration how they can best dispose of t.hen'
sorvicoy, and tlr y nadurally dotormine that the plantor and tho Magis-
trate, boing bl; g ionds, and tho plantor heing likely to como hest out
of the fray, tho peace can bo moro ndvaningeously kopt by lending tho
plantor o hand than by intorforing with him, and altempling to proteet
the ryols, They tmn woll over in their minds the probability of tho
planter going in to dine with tho Magistralo sahib, and talking ovor the
coge with him while discussing a socinl glass of aftov-dinner Bass ; and
like some of thetr botters in the highest vanks of ithe service, they doter-
mine to bo on tho xight sido whatover {urna up; they therelore, ny
shown by My, Juckson, “allow a forco of lntlials o bo assombled before
their faces, accompany them as amatours throughout tho day’s proceed
ings, and, finally, it would seom, do their bost o provent tho case from
coming in its actual and proper shape before tho Mugistrate” And if
they ave the men we take thom for, they took very good care o secwmo
from tho planter & ccrlifiente, stating how active thay had been in ondea-
vouring to keep the poaco and koop down the aggressions of the turbuton-
wyols, W shonld have thonght thal, paying what the country doos for
palice corps, some more eifeotual foreo than & couple of peous on Ry, o
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. month might have beon dotachod to keep the peaco : but il seems thad
these corps are only for ghow and nol for use, and it is probable that,
oven if they bad beon detachod undor My, Harvey, thoy would have
employed in shooting down the villagors instead of Cockbwmm and his
ruffians, '

The point in this case, howevar, with which we have moro particulnrly
to deal, is tho impunity with which this man Cocklurn is allowed to
commit this heinous crime. The men whom he hired are transporled,
but he is not gven put on his defonce, and is probably at ihis moment
the honoured guost of the district officials at somo shikar party,

The judge says that, “if thera it any ono point on which the ovidenco
for the proscoution scoms to agree more than upon another, it is to the
fact of Mr. Cockburn having riddon to within a short distance (lwo or
threo hundrod yards) of the village lands, received tho reporl of his
messengers, and then, after showing signs of anger, and giving cottain
oxdexs to his men there assembled, having gone away to his factory, in
which the afftay commonced. Immodiately on recoivis'd *ese directions
the sirdars, praviously assembled, began calling Kalee !Jsd“ «ce! and made
towsds the village,”

Now the Nizamul Judgo choosos to dishelicve this evidencs, boewnse,
forsaoth, My ITarvey did not find any horsc’s foobmarks on the pluin i}
In tho first place, what proof have wo of the oxtent io which the scamch
wag made by Mr. Harvey? Inthe nexl place, why should he find horse's
fogtmarks in tho month of March with tho ground as hard as a rock?
And, thirdly, what was to provent Mr. Coockburn having thom covered
over with earth, supposing them even o have existed? Tt surely would
not be the firgt timo that Mr. Samuells had heard of such & precaution
being taken aftor an affray,  As the Judgoe says, if this part of the ovi-
dence is to e dishelieved, thon should all be digbelieved, Ol 1 says Mx,
Samuolls, “ but Mr, Harvey says the other part of tho story is all {rue e
50 I;Lgn My, Samuells did not try the cago on the ovidarhce, but on tho
report of o Magistrate, who, on the face of the Lhing, is cilbor vory
incfficiont or very projudicgd,
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The allack was not made on a narrow road or lano'in which the pco.
ple could nceuratoly point out (ho oxnot spol whenee tho ntlacking® pur-
ty had approached. Tt wns on o vagt plain ; tho spoctalors wore ab a dis-
tonee, ond wo think it vory possible that filty horsomen might have beon
on the plain without the Magistrate being able, two days afler; to find o
lrace of ono of thom. Bul il sotms to vg that aftor all il is a matler of
trifling importance whethor Mr. Cockburn was on the spot or not,  'What
possible molivo had any of the abttacking party, oxcept to serve Cock-
burn?  Dhey had no quarrel with ihevillagers, The ploughs were nol
for them, bul for Cookburn, The ryots gave notice to tho Magistrale
that Cockburn was going to atback thom, thoreby showing that there
waga foud with hira, Tt is in ovidenco, which Mr, Samuells bolioves,
that thoso peoplo were assembled and started from the factory in which

_Cogkburn way, Tt is in evidenco that tho plundored cattle were brought
to Cockburn, and challaned by him to tho thannah as stray cattle ; but
boeause his horso's fool marks could not bo found, ho eseapoy scol-froe,
and the namo of justice is mado to stink in the nostrils of the people,
According to the docision in this ense, & man may hire & band of as-
saseing, and in tho faco of the wholo world despateh them to murdor an
onemy ; tho assassing nlone ave to be held guilly, the hiror of them is
o remain an honoured momboer of sociely. Wo will simply ask, what
woul! havo boon Lho case i Ramrulion Boy or Joykishon Mookorjen,
Moleo Baboo or Abdool Gunmy, had beon in the placo of Cockbuin?
Would Mr. Harvey Lavo ventured Lo write such trash about horse's foot-
marks ¢ If he had done so, would his Commissionor, from his quigt re-
troat in & comfortable hill station hundreds of miles away from his work,
hawva givon him no direotions to Lring the principal to juslice? Would
tho Judge not havo reburned the calendar and directed proceedings to
Lo takon against tho principal? Would My, Samuells so highly havo
approvad of his proceedings? No, most assurcdly not ; he would have
been rocommended to Governmont for transfer to a sudder slation as
incompotont and unfit for hia duties, But My, Coclhuin is & Furoponn,
and this very much alters the case, for Turepoans havo abstact vights
to hend affrays pttended with murdor; and in virtuo of Magua Chavln
nn one has o right to sny they shall not,
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‘We shall wail 1o see what sleps Government will tako 1o prevent tae
recurrence of such a gross seandal, and wo trust thal ordors will he given
ihat no enase of any sort in which an European is implientod i3 to ho
disposed of before the opimion of the Advocato General {s taken, That
Cockburn would wnder any circumstances have roceivod his desorts wo
doubt. A Caloutta Jury would of course have acquitied the deconsed:
being “ only a niggor,” but our Mofussil Police would at all events havo
escapod great opprobrium; and the people are used of lale to injustice in
tho Supreme Court, and would not have expectod any thing elso,

Since writing the above wo find that, on the 9th Novetber, tho Court
of Nizamut were engaged in hoaring another case of affray with murdor,
arising from indigo disputes in Pubna, In this case a naib of the noto-
rions M. Kenny, of Saloogurmodia, the orator at the Town Hall Anti-
Black Act Meoting, who, tho Judge says, * thero is renson to heliove hadl
made himsclf obnoxious to the people of Panti and some adjoining vil-
lages, by some of the petty tyranny practised consiantly by mon of his
class,” was said to have been enrried off by tho villagers and reseuod by
his frionds: during the resoue a villager was killed. Thore are vory
suspicious circumstances connected with the case. The prisoncrs were
released,—Indian Ficld, November 10, 1859,

Tue frand and violence which are the inseparable concomitants
of tho system of indigo planting in Lowor Bengal, havo allainad
their lighdst point of impunity in the disirvict of Rajshahye,
through ihe power, influence, wealth, and audacily of tho prosent
body of planters, That district was, before the advent of those
devclopers of its resources, one of tho happicst in the country, The
ownership of the land was in the hands of o number of families, who
believed and felt that there wore othor pleasuves to be derived from tho
possession of landed property than that of roceiving from it so much
per cont. higher than Government sccuritios yielded. Tho hoad of the
loosl aristocrcy was a family of considerably old lineage and high birth,
distinguished by {raditions which made it hold a high place in the esti-
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Mf the Bangalloe nation.  Tis influoncoe was oxorcisad bonofivially
davhole disliict. 'The soil, ferlile in the oxtrome, yielded abup-
gt the ryol population who enllivated il. Wator communientions
affpirdod tmusual facilities for the export of supariluous produce, The
tenaniry wove contonted, and they woro havdly at all aflected by Lhe
vicos which are laught in the vieinity of the malropalis, Bub from the
moment indigo ploniing was intvoduced, the face of affairs hegan to
change. The plantery, destitute of righis in tho Jaud, yel unable to
prosecule their calling so profitably as they wished, unless they possessed
the coercive powoers and influence incident to the position of a Bengal
landholder, sought opporilunities to acquire landed rights: with their
amall eapital they could not hopo to buy up zemindavies, Thaey, thereforo,
rogoried to the usunl plan of taking farms of shares in zomindarics, and
IHO annoying the possosgors of the romaining shaves as to compol thom Lo
gurrender their pd O, Thus it was that by a course of violence
and fraud, mmque \iu the % “ry of ony civilizod nation, the
groator portion of: ‘Aiaiol larger than Yorkshiro passed into the
honds of & {ow @1 'igo planters who gol all law and government af
dofiance. l

The latest instance of violonge eommgiu,cd by a Rajshahyo plonter is
reported in the Englishman of tho 11th instent. Mr. W. Cookburn, of
tho Challah Coneorn in the sub-division of Serajgunge, had possessed him-
golf of n share of the village Gabgachee in the usual mannor. [He
wented the ploughs and Inbour of the Gabgachee ryols, who wanted
then, ag might rensonably be supposed, to cultivate their own Jands, In
anticipation of n fight two Polico burkuridazos had boen posied lo wateh
the factory poople. Thay, au nsual, woro bought up by the planter, My,
Cockburn rode down one fine morning Lo the village flelds with more
than a hundred clubmon and spesrmen, Tho villagers were found
ploughing their ficlds. They were reguired lo give up their ploughs,
which they vefused to do. Mr. Cockburn got angry, and ordersd his men
to use forag, and thon rode away to his faclory, The men advancod,
killad one of the villagors, wounded two of them, plunderad some
houses, and went away with about n hundred head of caltle, The man
morially wounded had but brenlh to aitioulate the names of his mur-

10
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devers, When his remains were being carried Lo Serajgunge, thef
burkundazes, who had beon appointed to provent a breach of th
tried to have the hody corried by way of the factory, so ay to onabli
Cockburn to make away with it.

* These are the bare outlines of a case, atrocions indeod, but not uncom-
mon in its kind, specially in the district of Rajshayo, The chief criminal,
a8 a matter of course, escaped, Mr, Qockburn not being suspected even
by the Assistant Magistrate in charge of the sub-division of any compli-
city in the affair. One of the spearmen who was proved to have com-
mitted the murder has been sentenced to transportation for life, and two
others to imprisonment with labour for foarteen years each, The Sessions
Judge was of opinion that a case had been made out for sending Mr.
Cockburn before a jury, but the Sudder Judge w ssed final orders
was of opinion that the Assistant amstmte hadrensed rightly in not
having committed him. This is e g]d —story. { SOITacrmn. Not years
ago & precisely similar case, though some\gétt morttabrious in its conse-
quence—soveral lives having beeh logt antl a whole *village plundered-—
was similarly dealt with by the Llajshahyo authorities. Some of the lai-
tials were punished, but the fa:!tor wag nol even quostioned on the
mattor, Factory dinners, like parbunnie gifts to amlah, are profitable
inveslments,

The quostion ig, how long will such a state of things be suffered to
continue? Whon outragos of this gross description may be committed
with impunity, what security can there bs for life or property? The
planter loses nothing even by the expense of defending ihe wrotohes
who are his tools in these affairs ; for, as ho gains his primo object of
intimidating his neighbouring villagors, his pecuninry interests are hene-
fited 1o an extent much greater than they are injured by the costs of
& criminal suit,  As for the hived ruffians, they know they are bomn fo
end their days on the gallows or in jail. To them, it matters only bhow
soon or late they are brought to cithor. If ever oulraged juslice erjed
aloud for the protection of thae law, it is in the case of these planting oul-
rages—Hindoo Patriot, November 19, 1858,
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No. 6124
Teom
E. H. LUSMINGTON, Fsq,
Offg. Secy. to the Govl. of Bengul,
To
Tire COMMISSIONER or map NUDDEA DIVISION.
| Fort William, ihe 28rd Ootoher.
Sm&
I ax directed to acknowledge the recoipt of Mr. Reid’s

Tpttor No, 49, dated the 9th ultimo, submitting the Reporl called for in
qrclers No, 15, of the 15th August last, on the five petitions presented to
1 Q&Lieutemnb(iovernor when at Kishnaghur by cortain inhabitants of
ie”Flaudea, Maherpore, and Hauskhally Thannahs, complaining of the
pprigssions practised upon them by My While of the Bansbaiah
]ndig Taatory.
L2. The Repori shows that Mr., White, in the soveral enses referred to
1 ilions Now. 1 and 2, was charged with baving plundered the houses
politioners to a considerable amount of proporty, out down their
ireesfydoprivod them of thoir lnkhiraj title doeds, and caused Lho lands
in tht} vicinity of their houses to be dug up, 0 ag Lo provent their ohtain-
ing ijgress thoroto, and that the casos wero all dismissed by the Mogistrate
a8 nob-proved, although in throe of thom, viz, in the plunder of property
complained of by Umbiea Churn Biswas, and in Lwo others, tho Depuly
Magistrate, Baboo Dwarkanath Doy, to whom the onves wore made ovar,
racomnmended that certain of the offenders should be fined and impri-
soned, and required to make good Lhe value of the plundered property.

3. The second case noticed by Mr. Reid is thet in which the petis
tioners charge My, White with having plundered their houses and cattls,
and ohject to tho order of Mr. Howoll, the Depuly Magistrate, referring
the case to arbitration. ‘The Officiating Commissioner vemarks, thet
the onse wag clemrly not one for arbitration, and the Deputy Mapgisirato
was wrong in having resorled to that method of adjusting ib. Tt is
undersiood thab Whis case, which wag instituted so far back as the Gih
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June, is siill undisposed of, and that Mr. Reid has given instruclions for
its Letug brought to a speedy termination.

4. 'The case next adverted to is that of Okhill Chunder Biswas, who
(ns vepresented. by the petitioner himsolf) was soized when near Mv. White's
factory collecting some debts which wore due to him, and after being
dragged Lo the factory by Mr. While’s mon, was flogged by Mr. White
himself, The potitioner has then described how he was conveyed ag a
prisoner from factory to factory for a space of one month, when,)e
agoapad; tho cause of all this oppressisn Leing thal he had formerly 112%,
a servant of the factory, and thal having been dismissed from omploy
he rofused to tako advances from Mr, Whito for sowing Tndigo, Th
Officinting Commissioner romarks on the dolay on the part of Mx, Howe
in the disposal of thig oase, which was commoenced on the 30th May, gd
was still pending at the ond of August, on his neglect to oxpming J th
complainant’s person when ho first appeared before him to chargef Mr
White with Lhe assnult and false imprisonment, and on his endeavdgnr t
porsuade the plaintill to compromise tho case.

5. Tho trial of the othern cago of oppression, in which Seotul ’[‘uqﬁfdm'
wag cmried off by Mr. White's mon, hag resulled in the conviction | 6 six
of the faclory poople, though the individual who had boon soized \@; nok

yot forthcoming.
3.

6. Tho Officiating Coramisgionor veports that he has instructed tho
present Offficiating Magislrato to ve-call to his own file svely of tho casos of
the petitioners asmay still remain undisposed of, as well as, for tho present
any others in which M», White and the servants of the Bansbarrish
Factory may bo parties, and to institule the strictest onquiry as to what
has become of tho missing man, Sectul Turafdar.

7. 'Tho Lisutenant-Governor directs me to inform you thai he agroes
with Mr Reid in his romarks on the proveedings of My, Cockeroll, Lhe
Magistrate, and Mr, Howell, the Deputy Magistrato, in tho case of thesa
disputes,"and approves of Mr. Reid’s orders in tho matter ; but T am at
the same Ume desived to observe that the Lieutenant-Governor has de-
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rived an unfuyourablo impression of the manner in which tho poople
havo Doon protected Ly the Magistorial anthovitios of Nuddes from
opprossion such as has boyond doubt buen exercised n the cases brought
10 nolice,

8. Tho Licutenant-Governor heard in a genoval way, when on hig
tour at Nudden, of complaints from natives that in indigo cases they do
not got real proteation.  And this string of unsatisfaotorily investigated
and hastily dismissod cases now veported upon makes it impossible for
bim to feel corlainly convineed that evory thing can be logitimatoly done,
a4 has boen vsually dono in that district, to ropross abuses of this class,
Phe Liontenant-Governor doos nob impute partislity to any of the offi-
oars eoncernod, but ho cannot oscape the improssion that moro active and
intelligent measuros would have had movo satisfactory resulls, whoroby
all partios should have been made to feel that these disputey must not
be settled by the strong hand,

9. The Licutonant-Governor is surprised that Mr, Cockerell, in his
roport Lo the Officiating Commirsionor, has omitted all montion of tho
chatgo of wrongful imprisonmont for & month brought againgt Mr. White,
which as yol stands nulrented. )

10. Those cases, which are known to be of daily ocenrvence, in which
ryols are kidnapped and imprisoned, and carriod from place Lo place by
zomindars and planters, with impunity, swe & disgracoful blot wpon the
dislriot administration in Bengol ; and it is the duty of vvery Magisterial
Officor to strain overy nerve to bring thom Lome to the offendors, where
they can obtain & clus to thom, On the prosont oceasion thoro way the
person wronged before Mr. Howdll, whoso evidonceo, il eveditod, would
prove the easo,  Instead of doing all that could b done to ascortain the
Leuth, and acting, it must bo prosumed, in the boliof that the charge was
irue, the Doputy Magistvato recominended a compromise, as though the
caso had boen o tifling squabble or a nominal assault, instend of a
charge of one of the grossost pots of opprossion and cruclly thal cun be
Linagined, shorl of injury bo lile or limb,
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11, M. Cockerell must be called upon to oxplam his silence in this
most grave matter, A Magistrate should not allow himsclf fo be kept by
o Bubordinate in ignorance of such a case having boen disclosed ; and if
Mz, Cockerell was informed of it, his conduet would appear to he quite
inexplicable.

12.  So much blame appoars also to be attachad to My, ITowell in these
proceedings, that the Lieutenant-Governor must call upon him for his de-
fence, in order to take into consideration what orders should be passed on
him personally.

18, On receiving Mr, Howoll's oxplanation you will be so good ag Lo
forward it with an expression of your opinion ag o whether Mr, Howell
is yot sufficiently qualified to excrcise the speciel pewers of an  Assistont
to o Magistrate, with which ha hes lately been vestod.

14, In conclusion, I am desired to request that you will insist on the
remaining cases against Mr. White being thoroughly sifted, and that you
will eall upon the present Officiating Magistrate to dispose of them him-
self, with all the considoration which cases involving such charges may
appent ko roguire.

I have the honowr to be, Sir,
Your mosl obedient servant,
' (Sd.) En, II LUSHINGTON,
Ofg. Secretary to the Goul. of Bengal.

No, 2.
MR, WIITE’S CASDE.

MAARRAARAN ARALAARRARAR

THE complaint so bitterly urged by Mr. Mackinlay befora Mr. Wilson
of the body he represented being systematically maligned by journals
in the interest of the native community is best answered Jiy documents
like the one we publish in anothor column, Tt is not the indbo
Pairiot or the Indian Fjeld, o any newspaper edited or owned



( )

by natives, thal makes and proves iho charge ageinst one of the most
notorious of tho Nudden planters, It is the ILicutonant-Governor
of Bengal himsell, a man tho very personification of hmnpartia-
lity, who condemns the planter, and avows his convieiion ihnt onl-
ragos like those eommitted by lim are common in tho indigo-
growing distriots, It is the Commissionor of the Division who, sitting
judicially on the cascs, xoporls their heinous nabure, It is tho Magie-
trate, through whose negleet and supinoness much of the oppression
remains unpunished and tho chief oppressor goos wholly unpunished,
that boars testimony to the guilt of the offenders. It is his oxcoutive
assistant, o Europoan of the class who, according to My, Mackinlay, aro
the fAttost ropresontatives of Englishmen every where in the world, a
participalor to a certain extent in the guilt ho sought to sereen, who
admits tho offence, No malignant nalive ox nalive journal passed the
censuro, or tried Lo see justico ovortake the audacious brosker of laws,

Thesc things, if they are caleulaied to inflame the native mind againsi
the non-oMfcial olass of the Europesn commuuity, ac no less caleulnled
to make tho people dissatisfiad with the existing order of administration,
A system that pormits & noedy adventurer to set himsoll up in & position
from which, with impunity, he bums and plunders villages, makes away
with the porsons of obnoxious mon, imprisons and {logs them, and levies
conbributions on all around, cannol bo {oleraled by a people who in their
days of gronlesh oppressednass never wanted the means of swift and
offcotual revenge. 'ho law which places the Turopean abovo itself ab
the samo time deprives the native of his means of self-dofonce. If the
law bt ceased bo operate for o single day in the Nuddea clistrict, justice
would exach all her dues in that ono singlo day. The loonl ministers of the
lssw have grossly foiled in their duty. Tt is no wonder that tho Jocal po-
pulation to & man charge thom with tho worst motives for thoe courso of
conduct they have been pursuing, An ontive chango in the personnel of
the ndministration, exlending o a protty high grade in the official

" hicrarchy, onn alone open the way to rodress for past wrongs and socurity
for existing rights.

] ? L] * 1}
Thore was o limo when the native eould hold lis own against the most
andacions nd rapacions of Burapean ndvoniurers in India, Tt was
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when these lalior were rogponsible to a central despotism behoficent in its
rule, and endowed with lnrgo sympathics. It was when the lopnl
administration was weak enough to leave tho natural olements of order
fairly to operate, and yet strong enough to despise factions ablacks. It
was when officials felt it their duty to serve the country without looking
to the newspapors for reward, and had not learnt to foar the “ proceedings
of the Indigo Plantors’ Association,” A wholly diffevent order of things
now prevails. With the planter, the good will of the Magistrate, or the
belief in its existence, is as necassary to the suceessful carrying on of the
fastory woik as is the farm of the surrounding land. With the Magis-
trate or his Assistant, the jolliness of the planter and the accommo-
dations he affords have as many atiractions ag {here arve tervors in Mr,
Theobald’s roports, To ascertain tho oxtont of this inlimacy, the Liou-
tenant-Governor need only call for o retum of the number of polico
darogahs and othor aubordinate officials dismissed, say within the last
five years, for coming in. collision with plantors or their assisiants,

We shall wait to ses tho result of the action so vigourously and go
Judiciousty commenced by the Govornment of Bengal, Should it even-
tually appear that the planting intoresi is not to be coorcod into ordor by
that authority--aud wo confoss wo do not look vory sanguinely for o
decided or beneficial result—it will then be for our couhbrymon tg think
whether appeal should not be made to a stronger power.~—Iléndoo Poutii-
ot, December 10, 1859,

Dounrs, real or affocted, having boen exprossed as to the correctness
of our statements regarding the outrages committed in the indigo
districts, wo have endeavoured to procure judiclal evidence on the
dubject, This, we beliove, is the orthodox way of proving the
thing, though the notoriety of tho matters to which we have given
piblisity is one, we should have thought, which ought to have ro-
ligvad 418 from what we cannot holp thinking an nnjustly improved obli-
galion. W subjoin decisiops on one of theso casos. The following is the
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Jjudgment of the Magisirate of Nudden on a complaint of some ryots of
Govindpore i~

“Tho subject of this cose is the attack made upon the villago of
Govindpore by a large hody of latiials and spearsmen, with the plunder
of houses of the six complainanis, and the forcible aliduction of the
witnosses Nos. 10 and 11, the expedition having been organized by Mr.
William White of Bansbarriab Factory, and lod in person by some of the
hend servants of that establishment, Fhe depositions are too numerous
and lengthy for mo lo analyze them all here, but X will proceed to give
@ brief, yot, as far as possible, a comprehengive narrative of the case,
Barly on the morning of T'uesday, the 20th of Bhadro (13th of Sept-
ember) last, a band of club and speargmen, in number cstimated ab
about 100 or 180, suddenly came upon the village of Clovindpore,
Accompanying thom end acting as their immediate leaders were two
persons on horses ; the one was Bishtoo Gliose, Jemadar of the Bans-
barrish Factory, and the othor ITuwry Chowdhry, Mohurrir of the factory
at Hauskhally, (close io Govindpore) also belonging io Mr. White.
The force was also accompanicd by two clephants, on whish ware mount-
od, according to the complainants, Ramecomar Biswas, Ramchund Rai,
and Obhoys Ghose, all of thom amlah of the Bansharish Fadlory, be-
sides soveral other persons unknown. The idenlity of the parties on
the clophants, I may here mention, is nod positively ostablished by the
evidence, They did not entor the village, but halted their elophants by
some mango troes, at o lilile distance to the north-west of it, from which
direction the band had approached. Tho above-mentioned Bishteo Ghose
and Iurry Chowdhry, however, led the spear and clubmen into the
village, and imimediately direoted them to pillage it. Accordingly, the
nearest houses wore plundered in the manner deseribed by the six com
plainants and numorous witnessos, But by the timoe the plunderers had
procoeded thus far in thoir work, the wholo of the villagers had turned
out en masse, and wore proparing to offer & vigorous opposition to their
further progress, Tho assailants heroupon retreated—indoed, wero lite-
radly driven out of the village. One of their number, Kubbeer Shoikh,
gotting separated from the rest, was surrounded by the villagers, knooked
down with n lattee, and eaptured, In their yetroat the laitinls seized

1L
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and earvied olf Lwo of the villagers, named Koubeer and Oozeer, whom
they caunght in a sugar-cane planiation a little way outsido tho village,
They then went off in a N. W, direction towards Bansbariiah, Tn the
mean time the alarm had boen given to the Hauskhally Thannah, which
it about half a mile from the Govindpore village. Tho Darogal and Naib
Darogah wete both absent on duly in the Mofussil, Some Burkundanz-
es immediately came in to the villags, and the captured spearman, Kub-
beer Sheikh, was given into their eustody and conveyed 1o the Thannah,
He had received a severs wound in the head from the lattee with which
e had been knocked down.

“The Darogah and Naib Dazogah of Iauskhally being absont from. the
Thannah, tho Moonsiff of that place, M1, Hutohinson, immediately, and
very properly, voported thé aceurronee to me by a letter, which renched
me in the cowrge of the day. T immediatcly deputed the Kutwallee
Darogah to make full investigation of the case on tho spot, and this duty
could not have been entrusted t0 a more able and onergotic officer,
When he arrived at the village, he found the Hauskhally Darogah
already thoro, he having lost o Lime in procceding thithar afler receiving
intelligonea of the affray.”The prisoncr, Kubleor Sheilkh, mado a full con-
fession, revealing all he know of the affray, This he repeated hofire
me on his mrival in tho station, on the morning of the 15th of Seplom-
ber. An important, part of his narraiive is, that on the cvening “proded-
ing the affair, the band was mustored in the Bansbarriah Factery, and
pexsonally inspreted by Mr, William White,

“ On the 16th of September, T myself visited Govindpore, and satisfiod
mysolf that this outrage had actually been perpotrated. My visit wag
quito unannounced and unexpected, so that I was able to put full confi-
dence in tho evidenco presonted fo 1y own oye-sighl. Tho tracks of two
elephants wore plainly visible in the place indieated by the villagors, as
that where they had boon halted during the plunder. I also observed
the marks of horse-hoofs. There was also to he retharked a regular path
of trampled-down paddy, asif o number of men had recently passed
over it. The plundered houses bore evident marks”of having been
loated. '
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“The fnets of the case, ag I have stated them, are cloarty and sbundantly
proved by the ovidence, Mr  William While was lhimsolf present in
court during the exmmination, and eoss-examined cach witnuss as fully
a5 ho dosivad, and T eannob but say thal in no imporlant point was the
tostimony of any witness shaken.  Against many of the defendants arrast-
od by the police, tho ovidence hofore me was insufficiont for convielion,
but the three defendants, Shadeo Churn Ghaose, Kylash Ghoso, and
Thakoor Sheikh, are proved to have taken a very active part in the plun-
der. Their defonce is an alidi, by which thoey attempt to show that at
the imo of the oceurrence they were in atlondanco in thig Cowrt on
bail, Tho faet of their being on Dail is quite compatible with that of
their having takon parl in the attack ou Govindpore. I conviet thom
of the charge, and scutence thom to suffer imprisonment each for six
months, with labor commutable in cach cago to o fine of 20 Re. if paid
within ton days. I conviet Kubbeer on bis own confossion as woll as the
evidence, and sentonco him to the samo punishment.

“With regard to Mr. WillinmWlito, the whole circumstances of the
ense point to him direclly as the instigalor of the oulrago, Tho aclual
presenco of his factory sorvanis has been clenrly shown, Tl witnesscs
Nos. 10 and 11 distinetly provo that afbor thoir enplio Lhoy wero iaken
as prisonors 1o Bansbarrial and thore brought into My, Willinm White's
prosonee, who gave ordoers concorning thom. Tho confession of Kubuor
Bhoilch implicates him. diveclly, Tl in his defonce tenderod throngh a
Moolctear, donics all knowledge of thae allaiz, bub ho ealls no evidoneo in
support of it. [ find it impossible Lo como lo any other conclugion than
that he way the insligator and oxganizor of Lho oulinge, for which ho
has lieon called upon 10 answer, I caunol, deal with him oa with the
olhor’ defondants,—1I thorefore sontenco him to pay o fine of 800 Rupeos,”

L R TOTTENHAM,
Megistrate.

. The_jwdgment of the Zillah Judge, bofors whom (ho case was carvied
by wpponl, iz thus worded : - L

+*
“There is an abtindshee of direol cvidence showing tie threo fivsl
appollants to have takon an active part in the offenco with which they
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are charged, and in addition to the direct evidence against the other
appellant, Mx, While, the whole ciroumstances of the case most clearly
show that the outrage was committed with his knowledge and by his
orders. There is not the slightest ground for any interference with the
sentence passed. The appeals are accordingly dismissed.”

A. LITTLEDALE,
Seseion Judge.

One plea remains to be urged by the apologists of the indigo system.
Mr. White might be disowned as one of the “black sheep.” We shall
see~—Hindoo Patriol, Jonuary 21, 1860,

e bt e b e

No, 3.
MR, MEARES'S CASE,

Tue Kipwareine QuestioN~—There is scarcely o wan, woman, or
ohild ix* Bengal who will not endorse to the full the agsertion of the Ben-
gal Government, that cases of kidnapping by zemindars and indigo plan-
texs are of daily ocomrrence. The Secrotary to the Indigo Flanters’ As-
sociation may feel it & duty to “report” that the fact is othorwise ; but
ag he limited his enquiries to a fow neighbowrs of Mr, Whito, who aro
constituents of his society, the nation probably will decline to allor its
convictions on hig “reporl.” Kidnapping is now the approved process
by which ends that were formerly secured by the huwftum, and in more
recent days by the pungjum, are now sought to be attained. And a more
effactual process it is than either of the two we have mentioned, Short,
sharp, sovere, unfailing, it has supplanted methods of proceeding compa~
ratively tedious and not always suceessful, The case of Seetul Turufdor
mentioned in the Government letter we published three weeks ago, fur-
nishes an illystration, Seetul Turufdar was kidnapped near the ‘Haus-
khally Factory of Mr, White, which is under the superinfendence of Mr-
Hampton, He was first taken to that factory, severely wounded. And
here we would correct a #light error in our former statement, Ile was
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mof token fiom Iauskally to the Bidjelee Faclory, Fiom Tauskally,
Scetul Turufdar was carried to the Bansbarrinh Factory of Mr. White, and
thence to Sonatollah and other factorics belonging to the same gentle-
man § and lastly, when secrecy in that pat of Lhe country became impos-
gible, he was dragged to the Sindooree Factory in Zillah Jensoro, whose
manager, Mr, Georgo Moares, is well-known all around as the “ torrible
planter,” and who, we beliovo, is ancar relative of Mr. Mampton. Mn
Iampton must know of Seetul Turufdm’s death, which, boyond the
shadow of a doubt, took place at Sindoores.

The fact of the missing man's death while ho wag in theo private cus-
tody of Mr. White’s friends and disbolical agents at the Sindooree Factory
is supported by ovidence internal and cireumstantial ; and positive diroct
ovidence will, we bolieve, be procurable. But so secrot was the fact kept
of the unfortunate man's death while at Sindoores, such 18 the terrer in-
spired by Mr, Meaveg's name in all tho places subjeet to his influence,
that it will require more than ordinary cournge and lact on tho part of
the anthorities to bring those who wore tho cause of his doath o imme-
diate justice, Tho:Commissionor, Mr. Reid, and the Magistvate, M
Drummond, will not, if we may be allowed to form an opinion from their
antecodonts, want norve to fnce the peculiar difficulties of this caso ; nnd
if they deputo trustworthy Darogahs to investigate it, tralh will suroly
come to light. The ayes of tho wheloe population of the district are now
rivettod on this onso, and it becomes tho parexnount duty of the authori-
ties to dispose of it in a becoming manner,

The fato of Scotul Turafdar is & specimon of a class of oecurvences
which without mueh exponditure of rhetoric moy bo said to have heeome
extromely fraquent. It is indeed a temible fato; and thoso who taunt
the ryots of Bongal with cowardico and inertness under injury sustained
may do well to conceive tha danger to which he oxposes himself by rosist-
ing oppression,—a danger from which he is vory ineffectually protectod
by the law., No amount of individual caution will nvail against it—no
machinery exists o exact adoguato atonoment for the sufforing inflicted.
To be struck down on the high way, bound and carried across long fiolds
and jungles to the seeure godowns of the faelory or the culchuny, and fo
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he thero subjocted to Lorlwo and starvalion until compliance with the
most unjust demands is yiolded, arp malters which the xyol may De ox-
cused for thinking vory seriously of.  Oceasionally, the atrocity of the act
i hoightened by the plunder of tho houses and the dishonowring of thair
female inmates, If over an evil was to bo reprossed, it is the provalonce
of the lidnapping systom.~—Iindoo Palriol, December 31, 1850

i

Ton KioNarpeD,~~When, in the posteript to our nolice of the great
cage of Mr. G. Mewres wersus The Publisher of the Ilindoo Patriot
we onquired where the nephow of Ramrutton Mullick of Joyrampore
then was, we scarcely expected to reccive so soon. so salisfactory a reply.
It is truo that our respondent is a no higher authority than a Darogal
of Police, bul thero ave things which com nond thomselves to the saga-
cious and impartial ag benthful from thoir internal marks, The Ffollow-
ing is o true translation of a roport mado by the Darogali of Thannah
Harradeo to tho Magistrate of Zillah Nudden :—

“In obedience to tho ordor passed on tho back of the aecompany-
ing pelition, Madhub and Bhoobun Mullicks of Joyrampore, in the
juriscickion of Thannall Damorhoodah, came Lo the Thannah al aboul
10 in the ovening of day hofore yosterdny, and said that My, G, Maenros
had kept Tarunchunder Mookerjea in confinomont in tho Sindooree
Taotory within tho juvisdietion of Thammah Kaloopole in Zillah Jessor,
and would remove him on an olophant the noxt moring, whon, if not,
liberated, 16 would be difficult to effoet hig rescue aflorwards, I slarted
immodiately on horseback, with Rajib, Kader, and Bhurrut Sing, Bax-
Tumdauzey, and picked up on the way two chowkoodars from Awlus-
dengeo and six from Belgatcheo, ‘I axvived near Sindoorco towards dawn,
but not finding Madhub and Bhoobun thore, wont to the Kaloopole
Thaonnah for ald. The Daiogah had gone into the Mofussil. I sont
word 1o him and posted men on tho roads. Ababout 11 in tho morn-
ing, the abovenamed Tarunchundoer Mookerjea, accompanied by M.
Mearvos's ritor, Kadcrna&bh, came on an elephant to the Kaloopole
Thannah, and thore bofore meo stated to the Mohurrir, “I wag not a
prisonar,, and Mr. Moeares has seni mo Lo the Thanneh to tell you so.”
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On my questioning Taprnnchunder Mookerjon, he said, that bo was a
prisoner, bub that Mr. Mea res having promisod 1o do him heneAts, ho
came to the Thannah and deposod that ho had nel been a prisoncy, T
am como to say so.”" T brought him away to his home al Joyramporo, and
having renched the Thannah to-day, submit his statemont, Mr, Moaros's
influenco in that part of tho country is suel, that even the Thannah people
dare not disoboy his commands, It is swprising that a person kept in
confinomont should come to the Thannah to say thal ho was not in
confinomont, and this person dared nol sny awything elso. What moro-
over, &e,
(Signed)  BYDNAUTH MOOEKERJEA,
Darogah, Thannal Harradee,

No, 4.
MR, MACARTUUR?’S CASHE,

AT

~

« AngTRACT Rrcores” or i PLANTERS.~—~Tho name of MacArthur
is mob altogothor unknewn in conmoction with ULTe Indiun Field,
All will recolleat how, when we had occasion o eomnent wupon
somo of Lhe disgracolul oppressions of tho indigo syslom, o lesly
old gentleman of Lhal name cnmo forward and proposed Lo gag this
journnl, and statod thal all our disclosures regarding tho vilo
tyronny habitually proctised by the Blue Fratornity wore the grossest
Iibols and falschoods that o discased and prejudiced mind could invent.
T{ we rocolloct avight, cither he, or some of the small dear wle joined Lis
cry, donounced ug as traitors and vobels, for morvoly hinting thal il was
possible that a free-born Briton eould be guilty of locking up his ryols in
o godown for wecka Logother, hacause they would nob sow indige. Tho
Daceq News doclarved that it was oulrageous to supposo that a planter
would have recourso bo porjury,.or that he ovor gob up [wlse ensen. The
planter, it was stated, was always o victim§ he was constantly liablo fo
hava falso chargos bronght againsl him, but his high senso of hononr com-
polled him to prafor ruin rather than havo recowrse himsell to similar
weapons, And the gront losses that the im}\ign planters were suljeclad
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to on account of their superfluily of honourable feoling was actually made

the ground of an application to the Legislature to pass an Act, investing

the plantors with special facilities for oblaining the property of others
. Without payment,

‘We have now an opportunity of bringing forward another member of
the distinguished olan of MacArthur to meot the denials of the flery
little chief of the clan. OQur Mr. MacArthur is not altogether a willing
witness ; but this being so, his evidence is all the more trustworthy,
so far a3 ib goos. It appears that, on the 23rd of February, a petition
was presented to the Magistrate of Jessore, mentioning amongst other
things that Bolad Sheilh and others had been confined by Mr, MacArthur
of Meergunge, in his factory, for about nineteen days. This being the
normal state of the Jessore ryots the Magislrale does not appear to have
adopted any very oxtraordinary mensuros for their release ; he, however,
sent the petition to Mr, Bainbridge, the Joint Magistrate of the Glopal-
gunge sub-division, on the 16th April. It so happoned that Mr. Bain.
bridge was going to dine with Mr. MacArthur on the 16th, and be-
thought himself of combining pleasure and business ; and whilst on his
way to dinner at Meorgunge, a boy came up to him and offored to point
out the godown in which the prisoners wore. On arriving at the godown
door, the Joint Magistrate, like a socond Blondal, attracted the attontion
of the captives, and having satisfied himsclf that thly wore really in
confinement, as asserted, ho sont for Mr, MacArihur and Drdoved him to
produce his keys, and released the unfortunate Bolat and thres other
prisoners. They wero sent off to M». Bainbridge's camp, and Bolai thon
stated, that he had long boen in confinement, bocause, having been ruined
by being compelled to sow indigo, he had at length been forced to loave
hig land and crops and abscond. The others were confined, because they
would not acknowledge Mr. MacArthur to be the propriclor of an estate
which had been purchased by a native zemindar, and which apparently
Mr, MacArthur coveled,

Bolai Sheikh deposed to the Magistrate that, whon taking his cows
down to the river fo drink, some of the factory servenis Seized him and
beat him till he became senseless ; thak on recovoring his senses, he was

*
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earried to the Noakholla Taclory, where he was taken Defore Mr Mae-
Arthur of Bovjelln, who divected him o bo taken undor a guawd o
Meergunge : his zemindar, Bisheshur Chucklanuvees, came to Mr, Mae-
Arthur and offered Lo sinnd bail for his appesranco, when wanted.  Mr,
MacArthur, howevor, refusing ihis proposal, 1ook him in his own hoal
a8 far ns the factory of Borjolla, from whonce he was escorted nuder a
guard to Chmnundeca.  On his arvival thers, the factory dewan ordered
him to be locked up in & godown, and ho was accordingly locked up in
a room with another prisoner with irons on his legs; ofter ton days'
confinernent he was sont to Mecrgunge, and was then chained and
locked up with five or six othors, He concludes in tho following
words :— T was roleased by tho Joint Magistrate after o confinemont of
two months ; formerly I was & resident of Doljorao, but now I am a ryol
of the Chucklanuvees, Ihad an advance from the Churnundeca Factory,
bui I escaped last yonr and ran away afler sowing the indige crop, 1
do not owo the factory any rent.”

The old story—a ryot is compoelled to sow indigo, and whon ho can no
longer stand the oppression and axtortion, which is appavently part of the
necossacy procoss of manufacture, ho runs away, leaving his home, crops,
and everything ho possossos.  Tho fnclory servanis are sent oub o
apprehond him, and ho is throwninto an outlew jedl for three months,

Anothor of these unfortunate viclims, Munceroodeen, snys that, in the
month of Aghvun, his brother, Tumcezoodoon, was carvied away by tho
ordor of the gomashia of Luckhoopassa Factory, on his way to the markatl.
and was relensed afler paying Lo the factory the ront of tho land, which
had lately been purchased by Baboo Ram Rulton Roy. On his bro-
ther’s return, Munceroodeon woni to the Moergunge Factory to closoe his
accounts, but was put in confinemont for twenly days, on o proloncs
that thero was a balance of Re. 18 in favour of the factorly, Roornoo
Chunder Bhuttachatjen paid the domand for him and clloeted] his reloasc,
On tho zemindar’s gomashins coming to the villago, thoy Ywere driven
by tho faclory scsvants, and thoe man Murceroodeon was { seized and
curiod off to the Luckhoopassn Iactory, and confined for ¢mo mouth
subequently ho was carriod off to Lho NoakhoBa L“gctm‘}:ﬂufkld ordered {
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Sle a fulse petition in the Magistrale's Cowrl, stuling bhal his own
lamdlord, Ram Rutlon Roy, hud assembled 126 luifewls fur the pur-
pose of breaking the peace This inan was thon, nccording to the ne-
count, he gave to the Magistrate, sont to Meorgungo and confined in ivons,
and was subscquontly relonsed by tho Joint Magistrate, Tle statos that the
cause of his confinement was the fear that he would onier tho service of
tho zomindar who had just purchased the ostate, and by giving him valo-
able information regmding the ostato bonefit him : as the baboo was an
opponent of the factory, this wns not to e allowed,
*

Fuqeer Mahomod doposed to having boen confined eight or nine days
at Meagunge, and one month at Tuckheopassn. ITo says that he and ano-
ther prisoncr wore sturved for theee doys, uniil they consented to
presont o fulse petition to the Magisirate,

Mz, Bainbridgo, the Joint Magistrate, who released these men, dopodos
as follows :—I was riding to the Meergunge Faclory on the 16th March,
when a hoy came and offorad to show me where Bolai, of whose dalen-
tion I had before recoived verbal comiplainis, was tetfiised, in Meewuigo
Factory, Fe took me to thoe godown and dalled ¥ Bolat’ thbirgh thd Hobj
holes, when he was immedintely answorod LY & voice which said that
the spenker andl others ‘were confin od thers, T demandod the keys Trom
'the factory poople who prosontod thomselvas ; ns no one brought ihem,
I sent my salaam to My, MacArthur, On thai gonbtlomaw's awival, I
told him that thore appemeed to be somo mop in confinemnent, and ro-

staduested thal he would have Lho key brought thiat T might release them ;
by p3,had it brought, and the door was oponed by the chowlkeedar ;’upon
his lmdu&e soid Bolai and three othots came out ; as thay all comnplained of
would not™ unlawfully long, I placed them in chmgo of my syce and kid-
which had pad sont them to my tent. I fivst licard of Bolai's confinomont
Mr, MacArthyr the letter fiom M Molony (the Magistrate), which is filed,
ring of their relenso, Bisloo Chuoklanuvees, whpse quarrel

Bolai Sheilcp\cAvthur I was in camp al Noakholla 1o sottlo, camo and
down to the riy Bolal and I think Noboo were confined by~ My, MacAxthur.
beat him L] hehim, saying, that I did not Lolieve Noboo's case, which had
wo1e, ang thies T not only Lhough’t tho case falso, Lul had
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asked M. MacAvthur about him, when he denied all Inowledye of
the matler. Bistoo answored that ho did nol think Mr. MacAillun
would deny Bolai's cngo T said also that T did not know the placo of
confinement, ; but il n guido wore sent, I would do what T could to 10-
leaga him, I went o culeherry, and, on crossing the 1iver afterwards,
the boy above-mentioned camo to mog ho xan away dircelly aftor tho
roloago, al least I nover saw him aflorwerds, As faor as 1 remomber,
tho lotter aboul Bolad, &e., was road out by the poshkar of my office in
my tont at Noakholla, in the prosence of My, John MacAithuy amt his
fathor and others,, T do nol remombor any commenis being mado.  Ad
far ag T rcoolloel, one of the men said something aboub irons; they had
none on and came oulb ab once : there is no ethor doov to the godown, 1
believe the boy lold mo that ho was in the habil of taking food to Bolai,
[ think he told mo so. Mr, MacAithur's fivst romark, on my asking for tho
key, was, *1lave you scen them?’ T replied that I had heord thom,
When the chowkeedar camne with the key, Mr. MacArthur asked ¢ Who
have you in there?’ Tho chowkeedar roplicd, ¢ Mon for rent.  Shovtly
after he (MacArthur) desoribad some facts rolative to their selzure, hub
these ho may havo ascortained-from his servanis, My, MacAxvthur aftor-
wards romarkod that the man was o heavy defoulter, and that ono had
been. senl from Lukhoopassn markot, whoneo ho had come onp day.
Bolai said to me thal Tie hiad boon seized al Noakholla, and one or bwo
soid thoy had hoon seizod pb Imkhoopassn, Bolai anid he had been
confined two months, No ono said less {hen twonty days.” .

But porhaps the defenco set up by Mr, MacArthur is about the modl
impudent part of the whole proceeding.  Ilo denies all knowledge of the
confinoment of these men in his own compound, and, apparonily, consi-
ders himself much aggrieved by Mr, Bainbridge's relensing thomn : ho con-
gidors il asovl of [amily matier, wilh which the police conld not possibly
have any copcorn, Ilo says « that Mz, Bainbridge had shorlly belero
been staying with me, and thai, on his leaving my houso, I invited
him lo dinnter again on the 16Lh, and, aceordingly, when eu tho 16ih 1
heard thal My, Bainbuidge wapled me al the godown, thinking that
somo accident bad happoned to him on his way [rom Nonkholln, where
ho was holding , eulchorry, and that he did not like to make his apponr



(92 )

ance hefore my wifo and family in o digabled stote, T hueried off (o
the godown to sece what was tho matter, T was not alittle surprisod
at Mr, Bainbridge's demand for the koy.”

As the men wero released by the Joint Magistrate in his presenco, ho
of course cannot deny tho illogal gonfinomont, e therofore confines
himself to a declaration, 1sf, that he knows nothing about the maitor;
2nd, that they were ryots taken 4m the usual wey for a sottlement of
their accounts that morning, and thai they wore put into tho godown for
safe custody |11 I nover saw the men in my life, and never oven heard
their namos, and most probably should never havo hoard of them at all, hut
for Mr. Bainbridgo’s release, ns Lhoir accounts would have been seltled
on the morning in the wsuad way, and they would have beon released.”

This isa cool confession to make before a Magistrate. Tt shows that it
is an cvery day sort of affair to have mon locked up in the faclory
godown, so much so that it was not even reported to the planter: every
thing in his opinion was quile regular, having heen dono “in the usual
manner,”  In this he is undoubtedly right, a planter’s ryols spend a
considerable poriion of their exislonco locked up in godowns, 1ill they
sottle acconuts or sign conlracts : Lthere oan be litlle doubt in whosa (avour
the scttlement is, if a ryot has to Lo confined in a damp godown for two
months, and starved for three days, and chained bofore he consents to
scttle,  But this we are assured by My MacArtlur is nothing out of
the common, it is all “in tho usual way” Well may that cminent
jurist and agitator, Mr, Theobald, say, that tho ryots change thoir freedom
for n new condilion” when they begin to deal with ihe planters, We
_supposs ihat Mr, Bainbridge is one of thoso firclrands” alluded to Ly
the Seorotary of the Indigo Plantors’ Association, who have dared “lo
preach to the ryols abstraci rights.” We suspeet that il will take a good
deal of preaching of abstract righls to mako the ryots forget their
abstracled rights.  Whatover Mr. Thoobald may have been alluding lo in
his report, it i8 clear that Mr. MacArthur includes My, Bainbridgo amongst
“the firchrands” He considors himsolf an aggricved man, and we only
hope that he will send hig griovance home. Ho says in his dofonce :—
£ 1 slated to Mr. Bainbridgo that Ithoughi his characier as s (lovern-

\
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menl Officor would have been equally upheld by deputing his Darogah or
any othor subordinate Officor to make tho neecssary encuivies, iustend
of laking the matter in hand himsolf, tho more particularly as he was
peting on the simplo agserlion of porsons whom ho promiseuously mob
in o ficld on his way to my house ws a privaie gwest, This, couplod
with his total want of jurisdiction (%), made mo foel that his conducl on
the occasion was nob only tllegul but wnealled for, parbicularly as hoe
did not give himsclf the trouble to enquirc whothor I was acling legally
or othorwise as zemindar, n clrenmstance which does not seem fo fowa
oocurred to hime ab ¢l Wo should think not ; it is not very clear why
it should have oceurred to the Magistrate thal any ono could logally
lock men wp in godowns for five minutes ovon, mueh less for Lwo months,
Mr. MacArthur thinks that the Magistrato netod improperly in reloasing
thomen at o time when ho was coming to dine with him, Now to us it
appenrs that he was not acting improporly in reloasing the mon, bub in go-
ing to dino withthe plantor ; in accepling the invilation, ho must havo been
pavare that in all probability, whilst ho was dining with tho planter, the go-
down would bo full of unforlunate ryots confined  in the nsual way.” Iiis
Lhissystom of hob-hobbing hatwoon planiera and offivials ab Jessoro and
other indigo districts, which s thecauseof half the misory of the paople. The
Magisiyale finds tho plantors jolly good fellows, notorious for hospiiality,
and shuls his ears to all the reporls of skelolons inthe faclory closuls,
The consequence ig, Lhat tho ryoly, who sco that the Magistralo is cone
slantly ot tho factory whoro thoy are locked up within a fow yardy of
him, without golling their relengo, loarn 1o beliove thal it s wsoloss o
complain against the plantors al the Courts, My, Bainbridge appoars 1o
have been one of these confiding young men,  'When ho recoived a comw
plaint against Mr, MacArthur, ho agkod that gentleman whether it waos
trae, and Leoause ho denied i, he belioved the case Lo bo fnlse, and mad
no further enquiries. He goos and atayy with My, MacArvihur and dines
with him whilst all those easos are pending; but by some good fortuna
slnmbles into tho godown,  IMis oyes, however, are opened for the future,
and ho will now understand why these offfeinds, whom hoe has probably
considered projydiced man, have been chary of intimacy with the non-
official rosidents of their distviets  T6 is not ofton thad . Jessare or Kisli
naghuy Planter gets  caught, s they havg  the wlhole counbry o
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their possession; bul wo trust that this caso will opon the ayes of some
of the officlals in the indigo distriels, and induco them always to
have o look at tho godowns belore silling down to their Sunday
dinnor at some favowdile faglory, This will, at all cvents, give the
prisoncr ono day's change of air in the week, if it Joes nothing else,
Ow English readers will now undersiand the cause of the distance
that officials ave accusod of placing between thomselves and the plantors,
and which hag beon so much complained of,

In conclusion, we would ask the Governmont, how much Iongoer (his
system of slovery is to be continued on the score of expedioncy ¢”
"The condilion of the ryots in indigo districls is positively worse ihan
that of slaves in the worst Slave Stalo, yot Govornment shuts ils oyes,
beeause it is not “oxpediont” to interfore,  'Who will be mado the scape-
goat when tho people are goaded into taking thoe law into their own
honds ¢ Mr. MacAithur's is no exceplional case, similar sconcy are
enacted daily in overy factory in Bengal, excopt thal the people dare
not complain, and that when they do, & darogah is senl, the result of
which deputation Mr. MacArthur ovi\lonbly understands.

Mr, MagAxthur, instead of being coinpullod bo undorgo a litlle of
that confinemont which he thoughl so good for his ryots, oserped wilh
a paltry fine of Rs, 800, which will bo paid by his ryols *in Lho
usual manner, - Indien Fiad, July 9, 1859,

-

WE publish among our conespondence a letler signed INDIGOPILILUS.
T is difficull (o say whothor it ig a genuine outburst of free-born
British feeling, or whether it is writton ironically ; the senlimonts arve
preciscly those which we know Lo e entortained and continually enun-
cinted by two-thirds of the planiors of Bongnl, and tho facts related
are peifectly probable, INDIGoPuILUS's history of his mode of
maoking his four lakhs is probably the lislory of nemly overy planlor
in the couniry, and whether it is a real narralive or a {uncy skoich, it
cortainly gives no exaggeraled notion of thoe mannor in which the
resources of the country are developed hy © ‘:.‘19_.?5.9.9.‘33”532{ &l‘fgland’s

Aoy
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fortunngs.”  TTow many of theso gentlemen who abused the old Govern-
ment of tho Company as throwing impedimonts in the way of selilors
began with so mueh ps a singlo cowree, or without, what is wome (hon
nothing, o heavy doht st high inderest from a Caleutta hroker? Haw
many men who have hogan in this way have gone home with immouso
fortunos serowod oul of the people of tho cowntry? Thore ave al the
present momont in this cotintry men who eommenced their eareor in the
Tast in the ravks of tha army, and who are now worth fon or Lwolve
lnlths of rupees,  Is it then to be wondered at thab the rising goneration
of adventurers should gramblo, hecause with the chango of the times and
the natural progross of civilization, iho iniquitons system undor which
thelr predectssors have so long Leen enabled to prey with impunity
upon the ignotant and holpless natives of the country should havo com-
mencefl 10 receivo o vheok ? Tho Government s greatly to blamo for
tolerating the system so long, and for only afler so many yoars of
indifference commeéncing {0 take meagures to afford reliof to the ryots in
the Court, The facl iy that the Company {ound it nocessary Lo keep on
tolarable {erms with these men on accownt of tho unserupulons manner
in which thoy vilificd the Clovernment at homo: bub the Queen’s Uo-
vernment hag nothing of tho sorh 1o fear ; thee is no Charler to ho
petiodieally ronowod, and no highor authorlty to do mischiof with con-
slant interforencs 5 the advontwrows may agitote or falsify ag they chooso,
thay havo no longor an appoal Lo mako from ithe CGlovernment of tho
Company to the Governmont of tho Crown ; their anly appeal now is
from. Cogar drunk to Ceosar sober, from Consevvative to Liboral aud from
Liberal to Consorvativo, The Government can afford now lo ireal these
gentlemen bg they desorve, and with tho Criminal Code, which ia eorbain
of hoing passed in the conrse of o yoar, and with the amalgamaiion of tho
Courts, thoy will find that they will have 1o pay a little more vospecl to
the porson and property of thelr wonker neighbours, Thoy will no
longbr be ablo 1o extorl sales of lands or ton yems' conlrnels to sow
indigo by tho shoo or tho godewn, and they will havo to pay for what thoy
wand like honest people.  Bambunt and Swmelwrn will have to glve
place o Iaw arxd reason, and the raco of TaDrdorminor will have to go
to tho Zambosi or Fegjen, If thoy wish to dovelopo tho vesonvees of tho
world necording to iheir present systom, »Jlivon yol the planters are
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parmitle 1 to enjoy the most extraordinary and unjust privilegos in con-
ducting thoir suils'in the Mofussil Cowrts. A planter’s simplo unsup-
porbed asseriion is considered in indigo dislricts to be indispulablo
ovidence of the most improbable evenis ; we will give ono out of many
such instancos that have lalcly come {o our knowledgo of the undue
woight which i given lo uncorroborated stalements of interested
Buropeans in suits brought against them by natives. We had occasion
o fow weeks ago 1o introduce to our readers o plantor of Jessore, We
showod there that the Assistnnt Magisivate, Mr, Bainbridge, throw aside
a mosb scrious criminal chargo agninst that gentloman, simply booause
ho himself denied its truth, ¥ Mr., Bainbridge, however, by o fortunate
stumble in the dark into a godown had ocular demonstration of the truth
of tho charge and the falseness of the planicr's donial.  One would have
thought that this would have convinced the authorities of Jessore of the
value that should bo attached to nuy stnlements that planiers might
make in fubure in cases in which they wero concernod ; bul it doss not
appear € have had this effect, In May last corlain ryots who had Leen,
like all the ryots of Jessore, compolled for many yonrs to sow indigo,
wishing to frec thomselvos from such slavery, appliod to the Judgo of
Jossore Lo exnmino their sccounts summarily wnder Roegulalion V. of
1880, and takeo from them avy balance that might be shown against thom
in the factory nccounts, and roleage them from any further compulsion to

sow indigo,

Now this Regulation V. of 1830 has hitherlo been nearly a doad leticr
in Bengal ; scaveoly any ryol has before darcd to have recowrse to it
The Jessore planiers were thorofore perfoctly dwnb-foundored at this
bold atlempt on tho part of the ryols te rclease themselves, their feelings
wore much those of a Virginian planior on the amouncement of an
abolition meeting on the bordors of his ostate : howover, they fortunatoly
rase with the occasion, and liaving found a construction of the Court of
Dewanny Adawlut, to the offect that no such summary release could be
given during the existonco of aspocifio contract for any fixed torm, the
planter who was complained against wont into the Judge’s Court, and
asserfod that all theso ryots had contracted to sow indigo for him (rom
1854 to 1864, in considevaidon of an advance given them in 1854 of Rs,
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9 por heegah 11 Tn gorvoboration of this stntement the planter fild
what is supposed Lo he the contrael, & most extraordinary deoument,
witnessed by a couple of factory sorvants, whereby o nwunber of ryols
bind themsolves over for len years to sow indigo, and givo it into Bo
faclory ot five bundlos for the rupoe, doeducling the prico of weeding,
culting, and conveying indigo, and slamp, & In the event of their
working off the advance (an impossibility in the way the faclory accounts
are kept), they engage (o lake a frosh advanco, and in the event of their
failing to take such advance, the plantor i3 Lo take foreible possossion ot
tho land, and fine the ryols Re, 10 per boogah for the remainder of the
term of ten years ; if at the oxpiry of the lease auything is duo to Lhe
factory, the ryof is (o pay five times the amount due.  And this impu-
dent document was actually recoived by the Judge on a mere stalemont
of the planior, unsupporled by o singlo word of ovidence, and lho ryoly
wore rofused any redress or rolease, and, whatb is wordo, tho Judge gave
an opinion that this extraordinary contracl wag gonuine ; the vyols are
therofore shut out from all chance of vedress if they are sued on this
paper in the Moonsifl's Court,  Isii to he wondered ab thal the ryots of
Bongal aro becoming desperale under such oppression? Wo do nol
blame the Judge, whose intorest in the ngricullural classes is nolorious
hig decision was porhaps corrost acsutding to lnw,  What wo abjoct, to g
his rondy admission of the conlract agninat ull probability simply boenuso
tho planter said it was all correot: ho probably meant nnthing moro
than that thero was primd fasie ground for vefusing swmamaery adjudi-
eafure under that particulnr Act 3 bul if a simple assorbion by ong of the
pprtios, that & contract exists, is to shut the opposite parly oul, the Act
" Dbecomes a doad letter, It is not as if both partics admittod the axislonce
of this contract, the ryots denounced it as a forgery. This refusal Ly
the Judge, on the grounds that “the knbuolents do nol seom obher than
gonuine,” projudicos the caso moxcovor againgt the ryolsin the ovont of
subsequent proceadings, It must bo rocollected thab conlvacts of this
sort for ten yeors arve things entively wnhoard of in Jossore, Is it profine
ble that any ryot for an advance of 12 Rupoeos, or 2 Rupeos por Loegal,
from which are to bo deducled price of stamp; 3 Rupecs for seed, 8
Rupees for ront ; 3 Rupeos for cultivation ; (o sny nothing of the Oxpensn
of cutling and bringing in the plant, and the loss of the vica erop .ho
13
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wonld havo had if he did not sow indigo, would bind himsell’ over body
and soul for ten yonrs 7 Toven the items wo have noted show it 13
Rupees have by the factory process to be deducted from the 12 Bupees
and besides all this there are the amoens, khalassees, gomashtas to he
paid lees ad libitum, and an ocensional nuzzer of T rupee Lo the plantor
when he does the Lord Bountiful and visits his people, Now 1hoso §
heegahs of indigo would probably avorago G0 bundlos of indigo, which,
even omitling all the cheating thai takos place in measuring il, would
fetch the ryols in 12 Rupees, bub he has had to pay, as shown abovo,
15 Rupees ; he therefore binds himsell over o pay the fuctory 3 Rupeos
per annum for ten years from his own pockel. Is it probable or oven
possible that a ryot should of his own fiee will rnke such a coniraci,
unless indeod he was subjected Lo the two months of godown process
which wo lately had the plensure of showing up in conneeiion with the
Moergungn Concern ?

We ask again, how long wre such things to be ¢—Indien Jidd, July
30, 1850,

No. 5,
THE ZEMINDAR AND TIIE PLANTER.—A TALE OF 18358,

AR AR MU AT A,

Koylash Chunder Roy Mohushoy is o near rolative of the Maharajah
ol Nudden, and an inhabilant of a village named Digumburpore, which is
within a mile towards the north-west of tho Khalboaleah Indige Factory,
Thannah Dowlutgungo, Zillah Nuddoa.

Tifty yonrs ago, when Mr. George Ilarris first camo to Bengal as an
indigo planter, he could nol induce any of the big zamindars to give
him eithor & plece of land, or avon to assist him in selting wp his factory.
Thé grand-father of Koylash Chunder Roy, named Shumbhoonath Roy,
howevor, cama to My, Harris's asalsta.ncc, and gave Lim the farm of save-
1ol of his villages, and aslso presonled him with a pmce of ground in
Khalboalosh to build his factory on, This will oxplain ihe reason why the
prineipal factory of such o 1ich estalo as that of the Khelbonleah Concern
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has beon erccted in such on inland and inconveniont loenlily, removed o
considorable distance from tho river side. Subscquonily, Mr, Coeorge
Iarris, and aftor his doath, Mr. Franels Tlaeris, greatly enlarged thow
sphoro of manufacture, and founded a large numbor of subwdinate facto-
rieg in the country all around,  This rvich concern is now tho proporly
of the Bengal Indigo Company, and is managed by a resident Buropenn
suporiniondent whoso head quarters aro al Khalboalenal,

Tp to & very lale period the descendants of Shumbhoonath Rey wore
on friendly torms with the concern, and have hitherto confirmed vopeal-
edly the loase which their grand-fathor had nceeded Lo,

Bul the timos are malerially changed. The indigo planters of the
present day are not of the stamp thoir predecessors wero,  Tho influx of
& large body of their number inlo the Mofussil, their intelligonco, and
abovo all the posilion of their agonls and ropresentntives, backed in the
gonerslity of cases by the partialily of the Clovernment officials, havo
made thom indoed o very pow erful and nfluontint class of men,  DBui,
alas | what consoquences have resultod from (his accession of power?
Thore will be no necessity of using abatract lorms Lo deserile the mannar
in whiol the body of planters are weing thuir power, s the following
narrative will best llustrate i

Tor some yonrs past, tho subordinaley of the Khalboalouh Qoneern
have bogun not only to tronh the doscondanis of Shumblivonath Rey
wilh peronal disrespoot, but also to damage their properly, by cubling
down large irees, bamboos, &o., and approprinting theso {o the use of the
factory without paying for them, or oven asking any permission helore-
hand,  Alove all, rents wore not punetnally paid, and even when such
paymenls were ordered to bo madoe by tho superintondent, the Roys
navor had the money 1o pay thomselves withoul firsl paying & portion
of it to tho amlah of the factory, Bosides the above, those landholdoers
had g danco attendanco day afler day before the cutcharry door (o the
factory, for wogks togoether, like an indigo xyot, when soliciling paym. !
of thoir just duos, It the landholders or their sorvants venbwred o
romonstrate against these fndignitios, they were sulijocted lo the nivst
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insulling language.  On one oceagion, the gomashta of Koylash Chuan-
dor Roy, aflor frequenting ihe factory for soveral days, dwring which tha
payment of rent due to his master as a sharcholder of Shumbhoonath
Roy's estato was deforred, commilted, in the oyes of the factory naib,
the unbearablo offence of asking tho latler to name a particular day on
which it would be convenient for him 1o pay the monay, and nol to
give him the vinnecessary trouble of coming daily to the factory from a
distance, and there to wait and spend wholo days, much to the injuy of
his other husiness, The naib got irvitated at this, and orderod the man {o
be confined in the godown. There that man remained, apd was released
only afier his master came and offored the fullest apology for the fault
of his servant,

This sort of troatment was oo humiliating to be long Liorne by = rela-
tivo of the House of Nuddea, which has for centuries held the highest
Pogition in native socicty. Kaylash Chunder naturally got yoxed with
the factory people, and as the texm of tho ijara lease was to have gone
out that year, he detormined no Iongor to favour the econcern with its
rencwal, and accordingly gave away hig sharo of the parontal cstate 1o a
native talookdar naned Prankisshon Pal.  The factory poople felt them-
gelves offendod at this, and conooebed plang of rovenge. Tho now lessce
had nol yob taken possossion, nor was there the slightest manilestation
oither on his part or on thal of Koylash Chunder Roy 1o injure the
manufacture of indigo of tho Khalboaleah Coneern,  Still, Lowaver, the
factory peoplo thoughl it injurious to their prestige lo permit Koylash
Chunder Roy to go without punishment at their hands for acting
agninst their interest.  Bands of armed mon wore collected and posled
about Degumberpore Lo intorcopt Koylash and bring him in as & prisoner.
Koylagh was obligod for self-defones o employ and keep in his house
armed mon also, and nob vesting wpon ihat alone, he pelitioned the
Magistrale ; bul the Buropean was in the latior’s estimalion o far more
credible person than & nigger, o, instead of obtaining the necessary
protection which Koylash sought at the hands of the Magistrate, he had
the mortification of sceing his house {wice searchad hy the police for
armotl men.  Finding al lagh that lis suit was not, al all heakened to,
and also that ho was searcoly able to cope with his adversary, he thought
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it prudent to transfor the fomuale immates of his honge Lo that of ono of
his relatives, and himself availing of a dark night, fled with o fow ful-
lowers to Kishmaghur, teking with lim the most valuablo of his piro-

porty.

The Khalboaleah poople, baflled in their allempts to secure the porson
of Koylash, sent without loss of time the shurkewallahs to plunder his
now desorted house of whatever they might lay their hands upon there-
in, All that Koylash had not Leen able to take away with him, viz,
wooden furniture, bedding, wall-shades, as also copper and Lrags wlonsils,
and the inmmumoerable odds and onds which constituto the nocossaries of
living of & regpoctable nalivo, wore plundoered. The more valuable portion
of this plunder wasg delivered al the factory, while the rest was given to
the armod mon ay thoir personal sharo of the general booty, Nob con-
tent with this even, the doors, doorspots, windows, and wooden railings of
the house were removed, so that nothing now romains on the premises bub
Dare brick-walls, - The floors were dug up to the depth of three feel for
buried money. On would think that Koylash’s house was now suffici-
ontly despoilad, and that tho work of desolation wes to have onded hore,
But unfortunatoly for Koylash, it was then the rainy sonson, and cvery
one s aware that tho autumn of 1837 wns ono of the soverest miny
yonrs,  Satan or some olher of the infernal fralernity whispered into tho
faclory people’s cars that the raing would materially assist to ring down
the vools of {he doomed house withuul any oxponse whatover, aud o
complete the sentonce of dostruction, if they would only mind o do it
Tho arch-fiend never spoke te movo willing volavies,

Orders wero immediately issued to shut up the draing on the voof of
Koylash's house o as cffoctually to shub out tho egross of the in water
—awhich thus accummulated to the Trink of tho parapets. Xolos were
thon bored in sevoral places of tho reof, which ns a maller of course pave
way every where excopl thoso particular spols where it was the sirongoest,
Koylash Chunder potitioned the Magistrate, and solicited him to pro-
ceed Lo tho apol and see whether all that ho snid was lrve or vl ; Ind
with the oxcoption of anm ovder to produee proofs, no other steps wore
inken? So Koylash Chunder snw no obher aMernative hulb to give ap ;
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¥
and knowing that hé would hardly ho safe in ke interior, bonght &
house in Kishnaghur and there settled himsclf,

Bul o Bengalee is mad after his native village, Ie lovos it with all
his heart, His pavental seot has a secrol oharm for him which nothing
bul, the funeral pile ecan burn out from him. Poverty, pestilence, oppros-
wion, severally ov collactively, are not sirong onowgh to drive him from it
nor even unbounded wealth ean induce him to make another place his
home § there his forefathers had thelr entms and oxounts in aud from
the stage of the world, and there he must follow them—never miid
whatsoevor may befell him, Twolve months of exile had wrought o
change in Koylash's sentiments. Ilo was nol sorry that tho factory
people had hreated him with disvospeet, for ho consoled himsolf with the
thought thot his superiots in riches and honour were hardly botter tronted
in the presont day by the lowest Ewropeans and their worge subordinates ;
Le way not sorry that his goods and chattels had been plundered, for he
was in good civcumsioncos yob, and would bo able to furnish himsell
with & new set soon or late. He wag not sorry that his house was parii-
ally domolished, for that too eould be vepaived.  He way not sorry that
he had lost 50 much monay, for like a trae Hindu boliover in prodesti-
nation, bo consoled himsell with the beliof that it was in his {ale o
suffor ab this partioular lime a pecuninry loss, Bub that which alone
afflicted him, and that also which neither money nor any thing olse conld
recompense him for, was the sad thought of being debarved the happiness
of living in tho hovse of his forofathers,  “ L have no home now,” said he
to himsdlf, and as he saw his neighbouring lodgers in Kishnaghur
making preparations 1o go to thoir homes on the approaching Doorgn
Poojah timo, tears of sorvow flushod his oye, and he wept over his sad
fate. Day after day this sentimend gained strength, and at last his love
for hotna becamo o imporative, that ho forgol all past injuries, and dotér
mined ab tho saorifice of his bost intorests 1o coneiliate the factory saheb,
and thereby to obtain from him his consent 1o be allowod to rolurn io
s home,  With this objoet in view ho sont offors of negoointion, and
thémnswer he recoived was, that wniil tho concorn had the wndispuied
ijara 6F his ostade, which ho had lot fo Prankisshon Pal, he conld not be
perinilled o set his foot iy Dogumborpore.  Koylash know that Prau-
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kisshen Pal, though a rich man, was a Ilindeo, and woukl sympnlhise
with his feclings, and go to any saevifico to befriend him,  Ihix ealeulas
{ions were correol, for Prankisshen wnivad all vight to the ijaa and re-
signod it to enable Koylash to lat it to the Khatboaleal: Coneorn, Koy~
lash thus freed from cngagomont with the nalive zomindar, lonsod onb
lis estato for the spaco of {en years to the Bengal Indigo Company. e
now solicited permission to xolurn to Degumberpore, and the naib of
the factory told him. that, as the eanse of the quarrel was now remaved,
ho was at perfect liborty to go and live in his house, and agsured him
that no violence whatover would be done to his person.  With tho view
of impressing Koylash with the belief thai he was singore in his protoes-
tations of friendship, tho naib offered to accompany lim to Khal-
boaleab, and {horo {o bring about an intorview with his mastor, for
the purpose of renowing the old good feoling which existed Dobwoen
thom.

» Led by these assurances, Koylash made preparation for returning
home, but did not accompony the naib, Tho latior, howovor, immedintely
afler wrote to Koylash from Khalboalenh that he had reprosonled the
suhjoct of his, intorview to Mg master, and that all difforences had heen
amjeably sottlod, he (his master) will bo happy Lo seo him in  Khalbone
loah, Not doubling tho sincerity of this invitation, Koylash at once pro-
ceoded to Khalbonleal on tle 23rd July 1858, and waited upon the
naib.  Tho naib told him thab he was vory glad {0 seo him, and thai
ho would presontly go to inform his mastor, So saying ho loft him,
Koylash expectod evory minute that ho would be summonoed Dbeforo the
salieh, but to his great surprise, after a short timo the jomadar of the
[actory gama to him and said that the sahib could nol grant him an in-
terviow, and that as tho concern had been pub to muel expense Ly om-
ploying armod mon and the like, while tho disputo lasted with ‘him, it
was the ordor of the salieh that ho (Koylash) should pay to the concon
a fino of Aive thousand rupees ; that on paymont of the swm ho would be
allowsd to return to his village, and that ho must considor himsolf o
prisoner in his hands until the fine was paid.  So ssying tho jemadar
mpvchod him off 1o one of the faotory godowns, and thero kopl him o
close prigsonor with goveral ryols sufforing the game punishment,
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Information of this was sont to thoe Rajuli of Nuddea and several
other influential native gontlemen, but they did not think it prodent to
inform tho Magistvate about it ; for they approhended that tho exlreme
partinlity of Govornment officinds would, withoul bringing volief to Koy-
Insh, ouly aggravate his hawdship, The Magistrale would nol cither
believe such a serious chargo against an Knvopean, particularly of {he
Khalboaleah Concorn (to which concern Governmant officials scem oxcos-
sivoly partial,) or even in case he should take il up, he would procood so
slowly and in o slovenly way, that tho faclory would get ample time lo
remove Koylash from Khalboaleah, and sond him from the factery in so
short & timo that the most v1g1la.nt soarcher woulil fail to trace him oul.
So the Rajah sent Lis own gooroo, accompanied by a letiter of rccom-
mendation fiom Mr. White, to settle with tho Khalbealoalh sahob,
After o gront deal of ncgociation the factory authoritics were kind
enough. to yedueo the fine from five to two thousand rupees, of which, on
tho immediate payment of one thousand rupecs, Koylash was to be
Jiberated, but not to ba allowed {o return to his house until tho remaing
ing {housand was paid. Koylash paid onc thousand, and after eleven
days of close confinement in an indigo godown, with scarcely any food to
subsist upon, ho gol his roleaso and came back to Kishnaghur—Iindoo
Patriot, January 7, 1860,

To the Edilor of « The Indian Feld.”

DraR Sii—I6 s a pily that the writer in the Patriot has nol given
the sequol of Koylash Chunder’s history, As I know the facls, being then
in the distriet on a pig-sticking excursion, I shall supply the omission,
Koylash Chunder subsequontly took service in the police to betlor
his menns, and was appointed a8 a naib darogah in the IIa.m,klmlly
Thanndh, Before ho was six woeksin the thannal, ho was transferved
to the Xutwally, under the immodiato oye of tho Magistrate,. No rea-
son was assigned, bul it was rumonred that the Khalboaleah people would
not suffer Koylash Chunder to remain in the Haughkally Thannah,
wheore they had large estatos, and whero they were afraid he might pay
them fove for love. If the Lusiness had endod herc,’ it might have
shown diserelion on the payt of the Magisirate,
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Koylash Chunder suspecled that somolhing clse than diseretion had
acluated the Magistvate (o canse his transfor ; ho seems lo have haoon
correch in Dbig conjeobure. This ael of the Magistrato frighloned him
a good deal ; he thought that his silualion in the Polico was in jeopardy
for being still al varianco with the IChalboaleah Cancorn, aud again he
thought of making another atiompt 1o mako up matlors with Lhoso
people.  ITe lioned thal the Manager of Khalboaloah I'actory was'to Lo
o guest v My, John White’s houso al Bansbarviah ; and bolng in the
neighbourhood on duty, wo ook advaninge of the oconsion to go up por-
nonally to thal gentlomon for tho attainmont of his olject. e thought
thal he could well txust himself in Lthe house of o third parly, whare botli
the laws of hospitalily and of gentlemanty conducl would protect him
{rom violent troatment. Bub he soon found oub his mistake.

No soonor was he snnounced fo his old friond, than that gontleman
game oul with a hunting-whip, and took his long pentup yovengo
against the helploss native, whom he did nol lel off (il foreed to do
g0 Dby Dhis host and Mr. Turlong, who came out to know the cause of the
uprony cronted by their friond,

Koylash Chundor lodged a complaint before the Magistrale, to whom
he relnlad thoe wholo history of hig case; of which no nolico was lnkon,
oxeopt calling for an ogplanation from the planter of Khalboalual,
who, much Lo his eredil, did not deny the whipping! But the crenm
of the Lhing wag, that o fow days aflor & chargo of torburg wes hrought
Ly the planter’s people against this naiive official, when opportunity
was Lakon 4o turn him oul the sorvico |1

Now if this individual wag guilly of the charge biought against him,
why was ho nol committed for lrial Lo tho Soesstons Cowt ?.1n o cnso
ol bribery ecrlain [aote may come bo Hght, which, though not sulliciont
in law, might forco o mornl conviolion of the guilt of tho offendor.
Tn such & caso the romoval of an official may ho hoth just and oxpedi-
et bul 1 cannob undorstand why a similar cowrso should bo takon
on o chavgoe of forburo.  Acts which coustitute torture must bo lnown

to more than one individual, and if' a Magistralo perfornm his duty as
4
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Le ought to do, the offondor can never uscape the just pnnishmout
for his brulal conducl. Tho preseni case cithor implies tho ineapa-
¢ily of the Magisirate, or the innoconce of the acensod,

There has been a good deal of spesulation in the nalive communily
whether Koylash Chunder’s case, as publishal in the Palriof, would
abtiady the notice of the Government, and result in an order for enquiry,
g8 it has ensured one in the case of Scetwl Turafdar. Tnformation in
the latter case was takon he other day by Mr, Wauchope under an
order of the Bengal CGlovernment, which it appears has directed him to
conduet the enquiry. Bul is thoe Bongal Government aware of the
anlcceldents boween Mr. Wauchope and My 1lamplon? 1s the Bougal
Government: aware how My Wauchopo conductod himself with the
Cossning of Bubiaghur when ho was Magistrato of 1Tooglly, and M
Mampion, Superintendent of the Sooksaugur Concorn? T am alvaid the
manes of Beolul Turufdar will have litllo satisfaotion al Mr, Wauchope's
hands,

Yours, &o,

A SAXON,
No. 6.
THE GOMASHTA—A TALE OT INDIGO PLANTING IN
NUDDIRA.

Gatapota, Shamnuggur, and Bero Choobrey form one Dehec within the
factory line of the Bogoola Indigo Factory, which is attnched to the Bha-
Junghat Concorn of the Khalbonlenh estalo of the Bengal Indigo Company
in tha district of Nuddes, When theindigo plant of ihe season of 1858
had attained some hoight, the gomeshla of tho Bogoola Factory ordored
the ryots of the abova montioned Debes (o woed the indigo felds in such
& manner that ot a single bit of grass or any other kind of weod might
be allowed to remain thoreon. It is hero necessary Lo mention for the
information of such of qur rendors as are not familiar with the process of
a indigo cultivalion, that the genol/eﬂ practico in such casces is eithor to roob
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oul 01 Lo cul, off the bigger weeds, such as tho plants chukoondiah, gol-
ghosy, &e,, and thon to turn oul flocks of calile o graxo on the fiokls for
the destruction of tho shama and olther apecics of grass ; in other words,
tndigo ficlds have nover been knewn Lo require thal pmticular mode of
woeding by which Aocog paddy fields ave cloared. Tho gomashts, in
passing the ahove ordor, accompanicd il with an injunclion on his subor-
dinades nob Lo allow the ryols to work on their own paddy fields until
the whole of the indigo lands atlached to the Doheo had been weedad,
The ryots, apprehending tho injury which their paddy crops would sus-
tain if the ordms of the gomaghta wore carried ont, offered to come to
o compromise with him, and succeeded in scttling ihe matter by promis-
ing 1o pay him 300 Rupees ; on payment of whicl, il was armanged, the
ryots would be allowed lo weed the indigo lands in the manner heroto
fore in use, For tho casiest and speodiest mode of collecling this sum,
tho head mon of the threo villages wore direciod to allot to the indige
cultivatorg the amount which, according to thoe quantity of land oullivad.
od, each man would have to pay as his porlion of tho above mentioned
300 Rupecos, and the hiead men of tho villages wore ordered to collect the
allotmonts of their respootive villages.

Kaloo Mundul, brothor of Ameer Mundul, tho head man of Shamnug-
gur, wag, during the alsence of Amoer Mundud, ordered to colloet Llre oo
of his village, Bul Kaloo domurred, saying that ho was ready Lo pay his
own sharo, and that as ho had his own affaiis 1o look aftor, ho was unable
to undertako the task of ecollecling money from the villagers. The go-
mashta, howover, would adinit of no oljeetion, and told Kaloo, that if
his personal affaivs woro indeod of such a prossing nature ay not 1o allow
him time for the colloction, he had better pay the full amounl nssessad
upon the whole village from his own purse, and then reimbuise himsolf
from the villagers at hig leisuro ; and to sco this order [ully eavricd out,
the faclory subordinates were slriclly enjoined nol lo allow Kaloo Mun-
dul Lo worke on his own fields until he had paid tha amount.”” Bub Kaloo
porsistod in his disobedionce, and paying his own shave into the hands of
the faclory lagidgeor, he sonl his servants to his paddy grounds. The
gomashia on 'hcm‘ing of (his cirenmsianco sont the tagidgour back,
accompanied by two shwrkewalluhs, with jordors to {hnash and liing
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Kaloa to the fuetory, bound with cords, ax a prisoner, The Shurbe-
wallehs losl no time in proceeding Lo Kaloo’s home, gave him o sovero
Lesting, bound Lis hands tightly behind his hack, and wore bringing him
{0 the factory, When the party arvived in Garapola, the tagidgeor ob-
sorved one of tho villagers, namod Moozdeor Mundul, an old man of
rather good dircumstances for one of his olass, sitting in his house and
combing a quantity of pat, The tagidgeer asked him why ho wns af
home, and not, gone Lo weed the indigo fields, sinco the sum alloltod 1o
liis village had not yot beon renlized ? Moozdeon, in answer, gave him fo
understand that ho had already paid his share to the hend moen of thg
village, who wero engnged in the collection § and in order to prove his
agsortion, offered to conduct thom to the presonce of tho hoad man j up-
on whiclk eno of tho peons, through sheer wanlonness, caught hold of hig
heard, and began dragging him away, saying, # Como, old hog, now show
us the way to your fathers, the Munduls” The old man, not being
able 1o gustain the violonee, fell down in o gwoon with his faco on fhe
ground, but his persecutors, instead of velonting, trealed him with seve-
ral kicks on his back, Tho nephow of Moozdeon, seeing all this, ran fo
the Munduls, who were at that vory time holding & meoting {or the col-
loction of tho gomashia's coss,

These mon liad but & momont bofore hesrd of 1ho affair relaling lo
Knloo, Tho Munduls gol inconsod, and scoing [rom the insiandoes.al-
ready beforo them—in, which (wo of the most rospectablo villagers had
boen grossly insulted and outrnged—thal no one was safo from such
iniquities, resolved not 1o put up with the ocourronce, and regardless of
tho consequonces, thay ran to the spot, vowing vongeance on the offond-
ors, As might bo expected, thoy relurned tho besting on the factory
sorvants with compound inserost, and thon binding them just as the
lattor had bound Raloo, shut them up in a cowfold. Afler nightfall,
when the violenco of thoir rago had subsided a little, the Munduls too
lato saw that they had gone a litilo too far, and with the viow of com-
Premising tho matter, thay releasod thely prisonors, and bribed thom with
fivo rupeos, on the understanding that they were not 1o montion: the
cireumstanca to thelr sabob or gomashta, But the lagidgzor and
peons had folt themeelves too much insulted to think of tha foregoing
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rovonge.  So, the momonl thoy got their relense, and without oven going
to the gomashta, thay proceedod to Bhajunghat, and gave to My, Twee-
die, the supcrintondent, a most oxaggerated slory, suppressing, of conrse,
all that they had dono to Kaloo and Moozdeen, Next morning BMr.
Tweodio, accompaniod by aboul a dozen armed up-country lattinls,
come Lo tho village, and although the villagors related 1o him the in-
dignities which thoy had suffered from the tagidgen’s bhands, he
hoeded them not, but orderad ihe hond men to follow to the Bogoola
Taclory. The villagers, observing that the lome in which the sahob
spoko to thom, and judging from a¥knowlodge of anteeedenis that mo
good was in stove for them, and appreliending that they would Do senl
by Mr, T'wocdie sither to Bhajunghat or Khalboalosh, where they wero
cortain of Deing soverely ghastised, hold a consultation, and determined
lo fight oub the thing and to resist the planter {o the Best of their mighi.
They nccordingly disobeyed Mr, Tweodic's «orders, and did not go to
Bogoola. Tho factory people, finding themselves slighled, sonl up a
pelition to,the Magisiiate, to tho offcct that the villagors had looted
their eutchexry house of Garapota, plundored & large sum of money, and
commitled violonce on the porsons of thoir scrvants, TIn this malier
the head men of tho wholo Dohee were namefl as defendants, In {he
meantime the services of about fifty proflossional shurkewnllahs from
Jessore wero ongagod, and they were quartered in the neighbounring vil-
Ingos wilh tho intont of waylaying inhabitants of the Dohoo, and wilh
tho ohjeet of looting Clarapota, its chief village

Tho ryols, nobwithstanding thelr combination, felt ilhemsclves oo
weak 1o carry on thoe present dispnie with tho rieh Khalboaleali Coneorn
for any great length of time, "Thoy therefore, with tho view of indue-
ing somo man of woalth and influonce te Loek them, thvught of adking
the assislance of their neighbouring zemindor, Baboo Brindabun Sivear,
of Shilmibash, who at that parlicular timo happened to have fallon oub
with Mr. Rolerls, the superintendent ot Kbalbonlesh, Brindabun
Baboo net being then al home, his nophow rofusod Lo tako the respon-
sibility of openly abelling the xyols; but tpld them that he would write
1o the baboo 'and be guidad Ly his answor, During tho iniorval,
Brindabun's nephow did thus mueh to assish tho ryots, that ho ordered his
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own peons o keep waleh avound Garapola, and bo join tho villagors in
defending themselves from any eitacks that bho sahol’y peaple might
atlempt, bub ai the same thme strietly forbado the peons o show  them-
solvos publicly orto ontor the village dwing the daylime. Tn o fow
days Bahoo Prindabun returned homo, and informed tho ryols, that, as
he himsell was sufficionlly ocoupied with his dispule with tho saheb,
and mote particularly as the distvicl authorvitios appearad o bo favour-
ably inclined {owards lhe planters, ho did nol think il oxpedient to
meddie in their affaix,
i

The sahobs, on the othor hand, afler instituting the sull of loot lyaj
in the Criminal Court montioned above, asked the permission of tho Ma-
gistrato to employ twonty-forr mon to sorve as o body-guard of the
gomashta altached to tho Doheo. Tho Magistrate, withoul investigat-
ing into the matier, or oven questioning tho proprieky of allowing such
an unusual number of armed mon to locate themseclves in hohalf of the
richer party, and more so in a place where a dispute was exisbing, grant-
ed the request ; wheroupon the fastory propristors procured two dozen
of the most noted shurkewallahs, and with the aid of tho polico seni
them lo Garepota in company with their gomashta.

The ryots could not possibly resist the ordor of the Magistrate, an.!
were therefore obliged to allow the shwrkowellahe 1o come and fake up
their quarters in the village. Fvery resideni of tho Molussil knows
how annoying is the prosence of these mon in a village oven whon they
are bronght and quartered privately by zomindars snd planters on the
oceasion of a dispute, and it {hevefore neads not be $old the oxtenl (o
which theso twenty-four men cnrvied Lheir mischiovous {reaks, backed as
they believed thamselves 10 be by an order of the Magistrate. The ryots,
howover, as a lngb hope, potitionod the Magisteale, explaining to him
the real civeumstances of tho case, and also tho prelenco under which
tho sahobs had prevailed upon him (tho Magistrato) to permil them to
employ notorious shurkowallahs, and soliciled him fo withdeaw the
ordar.  They offered at tho samo time to sland on personal recognisanees,
and lo give bail in assurance of their peaceful intention, and prayed to
have the shurkowallahs roplaced by sn oquul mumber of “policomen, if

1
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"ot {Lagistrale belioved that the indigo planter's intorests wore in renl
dye 14+ No attention was paid o this petition. The villagers, now
fily 2y thoir cnse hopeless, thought it to bo their bosl courso lo submit
and fo seltlo the matler amicably, Wilh that purpose in view, the
head men wenl in a body to Mr. Roberts at Khalboaleal to tender their
subniission. Thoy there oxplained to him tho roasons which bad actu-
aled them in their vesistance, and now nsked hig pardon, Mr. Roberls
in reply gave them 1o undorstand that they must pay down immediniely
300 Rupoos as a fine lo tho Concern lLiefore he could grant {heir request ;
and the Dbetter and sooner o realisothe amount, he ordered overy ong of
them to bo shil up in tho factory gédown until it was paid. The ryots,
after much enlroaty, oblained permission to sond one of their body homo
for the money., This man came to Garspotn, collected tho money in the
best manner he could, and returned to Khalboaleoah with thoe amonnt.
The fino boing paid, tho ryots were released,

It will here not bo oul of place to mention ihat Koylash Chunder
Roy Moheshoy, of Degumberpore, was shut up in the Khalbonleah Fac-
tory gadown at the same time end place with these mon,

Bui the punishment of the ryols of the Dehee did nol ond in Khal-
bonlaal, for immodiately on their relurn home, the gomashin of Bo-
goola, who was tho primary eatse of the dispute, domanded from Uhem
tho throe hundred rupees which they had agreed lovpay him as weoding
subseription money. Tho ryots this time could do nothing else bt pry
the amounl, and it was then ab last that the gomashin’s Dbody-guard,
which had beon sanctionod hy tho Magistrate, was withdrawn—Zlindoo
Putriot, Jonuary 14, 1860,

PLANTERS versus MISSIONARIES,

#

Prawrens AND MisstovAnigg—1he Kishnaghur planters have com-
‘. . ’ ' . . . ]
menced their Dionnial eampnign against tho missionarios, and in tho
pregent easo the Pulpit corlainty gols the bellor of the Vals,
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It would appear thal, during his lale tour, the vyots at \?Jm By i -
sented some petitions to the Liculenant-Governor, complaifngo highto
grievous oppression they suffered ol tho hands of the Maﬁdiltwlj]‘ apgilio
Lioutenani-Governor paid tho groatest attention igy theso complaints,
found out thol many of tho charges wero truc, and édirocbcd niore atton~
tion to Dbe paid Ly the local authorities to grievang@ls of tho oultivating
closses, Tho ryols were astonished al, for oneo, gal ing justico done
them after the lapso of so many yoars, and have lakon jhto tholr wigkod
snd turhbulent heads to considor whether this pieca of jugtico is consistont
with {he aesortions of the planters, that Government i‘i%s\upon thoir
sowing indigo againsi their will, “They have long indlicitly believed
these assortions ; they have had carefully peintod oub to them on overy
. occaston {ho great influence the Bengal {ndigo Company has exoveised
on the Bongal Government, They have heen indueed 1o boliovo that
for yoars tho Bongal Indigo Company had the nominalion of all the
Nuddeo officials. They have scon how the late Lisutenani-Glovornor
camo snd spont a week ot tho Bengal Indigo Company’s faclorics ; how
ho wag taken round on an clephant to the seene of somo of the groalest
outrages thai have boon commitled by a planior ; how ho aclod the part
of o hysterical Mavius, snd Jonghod with tho monagor ovor tho ruins of
Groaltollee, and admirod the indigo thal wasg sown whero o fow montha
beforo a prosporous village hod stoed. Lhey saww how Dopuly Magis-
{ates wore removed for cnflaa,vouring to provont planiors from ta(kiug
foreiblo possession ofethe flokls of the eultivators ; thoy saw their oppross-
ors matde Honorary Magistratos, and they wore voady onough {o laliove
anything that was told thom by designing plantors of tho orders of Go-
vernmont, and the instructions recoived by tho Magistratos not to inter-
fore 1o protoct them—and small blvme to thom,  Far bo it from ns to
sy, that when they did complain, thoir cases werc not duly enquired into,
or that any aoclual prejudice in favour of the planters was shown by thoe
Tocal anthorities ; but thoy dared nol complain, and when they did, train-
ed witnesses and hush money to the police were too much for them ; for
yours therefore the ryols of Kishnaghur have lived in a state of sullen,
dogged disconient, hating Governmend, hating tho name of Englishmen,
They havo now complained aud have had justico dono’ them; and fecl
that thoy have been thyoughout doceived s to the inberest of Govorn-




(118 )

mend in tho cultivation of indigo ; they evon begin 1o doubt now whether
the Into Licutonant-Govornor had tho porsonal interost in the suecess of
the indigo crop that the planters represented him to haver The conso-
quence s, that this year they refuse to sow, unloss thoy aro paid a prico
equal to that which they obtain for vieo and other crops. The planters,

insload of at once sooing the matter n & propor light, and admitting that
like all dogs they have had their day, and that if they want to get on
they must honeeforth pay honestly for what they want, have commenced
to fume and rave ab the missionavies, end say—which they know to Lo
falso—that designing men have given out that Mr. Chrant has issuod an
ordor lo pub a stop o indigo planting, This assertion is a more cunning
attempt lo frighten Mr. Graut into the bolief that by doing justice he

will cloge all the indigo factories ; they know that he does nol want to do

this, and, theroforo, think that by spreading this report they will induco

him to draw laclk,

The falschood of this statoment is apparcut from the very words of
those who popagate itn - The Kishnaghur corvospondent of the English-
e says in proof of his assortion, that “somo of thom have gone to him
(Mr. Grant) direel with their potitions—infuenced by mon who havo
no desire Lo sco tho ryols moro prosperous than they are” Now, if
they derivoe this prospority from tho cullivation of indign, what have thoy
to petition aboul ?  1f they really belicved that an order had beon given.
o put o stop to indigo cultivation, would thoy go *and petition nt all?
TF tho enllivation of indigo is voluntary, would nol thay go on sowing un-
1il tho Polico camo and prohibited them ? Would even that stop thom ?
Would it nel {oko o forco of about 50,000 men. to put a stop to {he cul- .
tivation of vicofor inutanco 7 Are tho natives so vory anxious to oley
the lnws of the Goovarnmont as to give up the caltivalion of o remuner-
ative erop merely on o report spread by missionaries thal the Licutenant-
Ghovernor did not approve of the crop t  1f, on the other hand, the eulti-
vabion was unpopular, and thoy believed that the Govermmnent had pro-
hibited it, would they petition st all?  ‘Would not they go to tho Magis-
irate of tho disirict snd sny—* Government has ordored the eultivation
of indigo 10 bo stopped 7 Mr. Rod, ov Mr. Pergh, oy Mr. Marlow’ are
going 1o sow 1L o our Jands, lot thom bemtopped.”  The very facl of

15
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the ryots coming direch te Mr, Grant to potition shows that thoy are
undor no misapprohonsion of the deseiption allsged by tho plantors ;
woary of opprossion thay go to him for yeliof from that oppression, and
finding that they got. justico, thoy determine no longer {o be slaves : they
havo found oul that they may sow what erop thoy like on theic own
land, and will not theroforo sow one which ia o dend loss to thom,

We trust that the xyots of the whole of Bengal will follow the ex-
ample of those of Kishnaghur. Two years of pressurc will convinee the
planters thal honesly is the best policy, and they will then make up
their minds to pay properly for whal thoy want, Tha last two yoars
have worked a revolution in tho condition of the cultivating classes.
The high pricos of grain and oil seods have converted hall-starved enl-
tivators inlo prosperous peasant proprietors; il is only in tho large in-
digo-growing districts that the ryots have nof been bonefited by this
change. Thousands upon thousands of acros of picked land is there
taken up with a crop that does nol ropay the cultivator the cost of seed,
tilling, and rent, and this when viceis fotching Re. 8 por maund, If
the whole of this had boen al the disposal of the ryots, instead of
boing lockéd wp, whal wounld not their condition have now bren? As
it ig, il might just as well have been unveclaimod jungle as far ag the
intercsts of tho ryols are corcerned. If the planters must have indi-
go, they must prepare to pay the highest rale of the most remunera~
tive ovop for it; and nol only this, but they must pay something more
as recompense for the intorference that the cultivation of this erop
ontnils upon the producor, and must fuxther make up their mmds to
keep their accounts honestly nnd tale fair measure,

But to roturn to the missionaries, The charge against them is, that
one of thelr body drew up a vory excellont potition on hehalf of certain
ryots, and that this petition ealled forth from the Lieutenant-Governor
enquiries and ordors which have undeeeived the ryots ag to their position
as regards tho planters, Surely if there was ever one act more bo-
coming the position of a Christian clorgyman than anether, it would
be an act of this sorh. The planiers, howaver, to punish him drag
him and his . private affaims beforo the public, hold him up to scorn for
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his marriage with & native Chrislian, and question whether bis olject
in motrying was purcly sphitual. None bui a plantor could descend
to such a vile course as this for (he purposo of silencing a political op-
ponent,  Supposing this missionary did mary “a common village
girl,” what of it? Ilas ho not as mueh right to marry whom ho likes
as & plantor has? Wo are very suic of this, that nothing is so likely
to male the mission successful as marriage of this sort, which biings
the missionavios into immediato contact with the people around them ;
and we should bo glad to hear that all tho missionaries had done
likowiso, ‘What right have the planters to analyse his motives in form-
ing this conncction? Why, on osrlh, should they be purely spivi-
tual any more than those of ihe planters in marrying a white village
girl? If the Kishnaglur correspondont will look around him, he will
find that he owos some of his dearest friends noi, only to village maids,
but something vory much less respectable and maidenly than village
maids and the daughters of ryols. Why is tho missionary to be any
more spiribual than the fathers of theso men? Perhaps it is the fact
of marringe thal irritales the planters so much,

Iowovor, thore is nothing now in theso potitions; precisely similar
potitions possibly drawn up by the same hand woro presented by the
ryols to My, Ialliday when he mado his fivst lowr as Liculonani-Go-
vorpor: they wore never avon unfoldcd, and thereforo the natwnl acty
of the ryots were nob atlributed to designing mon, e thoy would have
been had he acted upon theso.

As the plantors have declmod war, wo hope thet the missionaried
will taleo the matiors up, and lel the public krew what the indige sys-
tem is in Kishnaghw.—JIndian Field, December 10, 1869,

Nuobrs PLANTERS~~Wo give below aletter from W@_ﬂg
Missionary of Kishmaghur, with referonce fo tho attacks which have
Teon meds wpan Iim by The planters,  Mi. Bomwalsch has como forwaed
in his own name, and has stated his cnse manfully, temperately, and ag
Lecomes a Clistian missionary. Lot the Kishnaghur plantors now do
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the samo, and tho matter will thon Dbo Drought to a fuir jssue, M
Bomwetsel's groab orimo is, ag wo supposed, tho having undaceived the
ryots as to their logal obligation to sow indigo for the planters against
their will, and having cxposcd tho deception which ithe Kishnaghur
planters hiave so long and sucecssfully practised of persuading the ryols
that tho head of tho Governmeul is porsonally interested in the eulli-
vation of indigo. The ryots sco that thoe litlle family combination of
Magistrates, Colleclors, and Tocal Manngors is seatierod j they have actu-
tually made themsolves heard by Government, and o their greal nsto-
nishment have veceived justice atthe hands of tho highest awthoily ;
it is not to bo wondered at, theroforo, that they should have the ¢ wnpar-
alleled tnsolence” to bogin lo diseuss openly whelher it is possiblo, after
all, that thove is 2o veal law making thom the bondsmen of the planiers,
and that they have ihe right to disposo of tho property at the market
price, and lo whom they like, My, Bomwotsch hias with him the feeling
of overy honest man in the country. The plantors may blusler a9 thay
mny, and intrigue and conenot what plang vhey like in the beckslums of
Mission Row, “or at Planterd’ Digeings,” the time has vomo when they
must pay or go : they have two alernalives—bo open iheir purses, or
shut theh factories,

“«Dran Sin,—Bofloro that indigo planter of Kishnaghur (4. e of tho
Nuddea districl) sont thab lotlor of his lo tho Bnglishman, T was told by
another planter, whorhad scen it in manuscripi, that ho would do so,
But I nover {ook the troublo io send for tho Englishman in order to
rand it, as I could woll guess from the man's former riting against

issionaries, that, besides a fow grogs misslatoments and somo falschaods,
:,{]‘ﬁch no body would believe, and & vehement and libollous altack on my
honpur as oman or as a Christain, he would hnve vory litle 1o say for
]lim;f\lf and his Lrothor-opprossors ; aml thie, T was sure, could not hurt
me, pub only harm him and his blue enuse ; for T was, from the monner
o sle spoke to me of the lotter, under tho improssion that the planter had
B:ig{cgd hits naxao end given mino also. Bul from yonr ramarks on it, T seo
the designing planter has not done so. Nor am T loss surprised to
yhat the charges, vidiculous as thoy partly aro, ave actwally balioved, and
that in quartors where I lewst oxpoctod it; and thet I am blamoed for



( 17 )

having ovor-sleppod my line, And, although you do not think so, bub
would—as all right-thinking and mereiful people would—cvon encourago
me, still ag the charges aro so entively false, and as the designing planter
wants thereby evon to reflect diseredit on the Comamissioner snd Lion-
tenant-Glovernor, I think it right 1o contradict them; for, although I
shall over consider ib my duty to assist these so cruolly oppressed peoples
T shall always do it in a way becoming my position as o missionary*
Above all, T shall nover try—as is hinted at—lo get al the authoritics
in a dishonest, round-about way ; but shall act in a straight{orwad
MANDAY,

First—As to my having sproad the roport that * Mr. Grant had issued
an order to put a stop to indige planting :” il is & designed falsohoad,
L]
Secondly.—As to my having sont any ryots to the Licutonant-Gover-
qor, or oven to the Commissioner ; ditlo.

Thirdly—As to my having over written, or diclaled, any pelition to
the Licutenant-Glovernor or the Commissionor : ditto,

Fowrthly~As to the affair of Gobindpore, near T u.uskhn,-ﬂy, I monn
the affair of My, While, I am not only innocont, but, was ontirely igno-
rant of ik, until, o, fow weoks ago, a planter himself gave mo o full ac-
count of it, I had nevor so much as heard of i, 4Ounly s much can
I now gay, that, had the Commissioner and the Lientonant-Governow
Leard the account, it would have evoked still more stringent moasures
than the case has alroady dono ; and young Mx, White would now, in all
probability, shave tho fate of his sorvants, As it stands, the plantors
laugh ai bhe ryots, and boasl, even in the faco of tho missionarics, of
always coming oul cloan of the most fagrent cases ; and Lho ryols are
kepl under the impression that the Magislratos are their avowed onemics
and the warmost friends of the planters,

But 1o comg to tho confossion of my giisvous sin commitiod against
tho indigo planters. What I have done is simply this: somo months
ago T went, in opon daylight, to My, Rold, 4ho Commissionor, Lthen af
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Kishunghur, to plead with him on behalf of the eruclly oppressed people
of two villages within my former mission district. Bul I did not do so
with the intention of sonding the people to him, for thoy had already
prepared & potition to Lim, but lucked courage to go up to kim, and at
the same time despaired of gotting juslico at all. Bul what brought the
people to mo, and what induced mo to sponk to Mr Reid, T must tell
you in a sopmate [etter. For tho present I will merely mnke my con-
fosslon, On behalf of Lwo other villages in my former mission districts
I wrote a lobter to BMr, Reid, But T did not send the people to the
Commuissioner | they weve already on their way o him, and without
my Jnowledgs of theiv previous intontion, Morcover, I have given no
letter to any one. People are constantly coming through hore on their
way to tha Commissionor or the Lioutonant-Govornor, all without my
previous knowledge®of their intontion, and want lotters to Mr. Reid and
Mr, Grant ; but T steadfaslly rofuse, telling tho people it was not neces-
psary ; justice would be done to them without it. That those people
want lotters is nothing out of the way ; evory one who has lived only a
few yoaus in this country will comprohend it,

A third grievous sin that I commitlod against the planters is this «
the poople before going to Caleutin asked mo whother I was sure that
thoro did not oxisl, after all, o seoret luw, aocording to which they
would be obliged or foreed to sow indiyo ayuined their will 2 T asgnred
them ihe lnw wos vighteous and in thelr favour: no one could com-
pel them to sow indigo ngninst their own will,  And whon the people
wanted to lmow whethor tho now Governor was & man like the old one,
that s, whether ko had shared in indigo, and whethor ho was the friend
of the planters, &e, &o, I positively answored in tho negative, lelling
thom, in the oriental fashion, thal he way justice himsell, and would not
overstop the straight path a hwdrsbroadth, oithor to the right or to theloft ;
and that, if from any one, they could expact justice from him, and also
from the Cummissioner. I am sure I havo not given o fislse Impression
in the peoplo, Tho people also know very well that indigo eultivation
will not sense ; only they want to bo at liberty to sow when thoy plonse,
and wheve they plonse ; and to sell it Lo that factory that pays aost for
it Lhey wont be sluves ung longer, Nhy, thioy are much less than
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‘glaves. And I confidently do hope and pray, that our noble Governor
will not lay down his reign befors he has emancipated the ryot-slaves of
Bengal, and dopart this country with tho blessings of millions of allevi-
ated sufforers following him, and not both tho curses of the oppressed
ag woll ag the abuses of tho oppressors alike, as in the case of owr late
Governor, How true it is that “No one can serve two masters” No
man can be just and unjust at the same time, nor earn the applavse of
both parties, the righteous and the warighteous. If you will give this a
place in your columns ag early as possible, you will greatly oblige

Yours faithfully,
Santipore, 28nd December. C, BOMWETSCH."

~ 'We havo satisfaction in hoing able to support so many of eur charges

against the planters by the unbiassed ovidends of a Christian clergyman,
a mon who has come out to pass his life in peacefully benefiling has na-
tive noighbours, a man who san have no prejudices against tho plantors,
and whosoe profossion s an ample guarantec for the truth of his state-
ments, If the planters will porsist in denying tho oppressive nature of
tlwir system in opposing all reform, and in vilifying, by means of & paid
agonl and a purchased press, all those who endeavour to remedy tho great
avil, the only thing that remains will be a Commission. of Xinquiry for the
purpose of ascortaining how far theso allegationa e true, and how fax
false, Are the planters preparcd for this? we traw not~—Indian Field,
December 81, 1850,

To the Edilor of “ The Indian Field”

Drar S1r,~Now kindly permit me fo tell you what ocensioned my
interceding for the poor ryots of Howlia and Pathorghata, When I lived
at Solo, one of tho stations of the C, M, Socioty, my congregation, con-
gisling of noarly a thousand souls, wus disporsed all over the neighbouring
villnges, amongst whioh wero the above npmed, T was every thing to
the hulploss peaple around me, not only to Chalstisns, bub also to Ilin-
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doos and Mussulmans, Bub above ovory thing they valued the protec-
tiom I always affovded them against nesler dourding (Indigo-oppres.
sions) ; beeause, although I was not able, neither did I try, to do over-
much for them, still thay wero always proserved from ruin,

Six yoars ago T had to leave tho station {for Turope, and aflor my ro-
turn had to take up Santipore as my station ; and ofton since have I
thanked God for having gol mo oul of the way of Indigo planting, ali
the troubles it entailed on mo, and the griof T had (o suffor, while daily
obliged to witness the most cold-blooded oppression tho poor people have
to ondure from a sel of men whose consciences have been culen by the
cancor of covelousness, “the root of all cvil,” and who call themselves
{(ns one of them wrote to mc) “a sob of Chrislian gentlemen.” Now,
about five or six months ago, I was called wpon by my Society to go wp
to Bollobhypore and my old station Solo, to uso my influonce with the
Christians, in otdor to provent the unstoady and ignovant smongst them
from joining tho Roman Catholic priest, who tried to ontice them wway,

While staying there the people of Howlia and Gowalparea came in g
mass, imploring my assistanco againgt “ Indigo oppression,” which they
said had roachod its highost pitch, and was suffovablo no longer, T was
much grioved to ho obligod to tell them I could do nothing for them.
But what sorrow and deprossion I foli on'beholding the povorty of ‘the
peoplo and the dosoflation of tho once at least comparatively prosperous
villages, I am unable to doseribe Lo you. Ono villagoe espocially I could
hardly rocogniso ab all,  The first grechastas (villagers) I found eithor
ruined or ab the brink of ruin: as to the common peasants, thoy are
starving with thoir families. If my heat had beon but of stone,
it would have burst at seeing and hearing what I then saw and heard.
Still I nover dreamt of doing any thing towards alleviating the sufforings
of these, well knowing that, bosides the little assistance which I could
afford while living among them, all othor efforts would prove vain j for
what the poople want is protestion ngainst dulrages committed on them
whdi drawilling to recetve advanees, Thus the only thing to be done
wag, aftesh to cry up to Godhin hesven for relicf, which wo have done in
rogular prayor mectings for the purpose, Tho Hindoos in their way
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eclchrate poojah against the evil, and the Mussulmans make ndmdz, and
say now it was all in vain, and we often thought so too.  But all that
happong—if wo havo read history Lo sumo purpose at all—is oithor order-
od, or at least pormitted by God, and always for a cortain purpose : aud
prophecies must needs be fulfiled, even Lhose pronounced by Deputy
Colleetors, Mr. Ausberrz, a Deputy Collector, who isone of the most
cificient Glovernment servants in his lino, after his fivst tour through the
digtrict, when he called on me at Solo, told me (I could give Lis words
in quotation) “ I Liad better go away from this districl, as I would
aever succeed in doing any thing inthe way of preaching” When
T asked for his veason for saying so, he said, “ as long as the planters are
here, mo one will listen (o you,” snd then gave mo a description of the
crucl oppression ezercised by my co-veligionists, thut “ sel of Christian

ngentlemen,” and soid that « within ten yeurs the whole district would
be pouperised.” Ho also told me he had writlen to Govornment on the
subject, and would write again, But ton yoars ago who dared to say any
thing agninst these Christion gentlomen, and whal Government would
dream of listening to what oither o Doputy Colleclor or o Judgo (of M,
BSconea's slanding) snid ¢ Bul tho propheoy of My, Ausherrz has beon {ul-
filled, although ib is now cloven yems sinee the prodiction was uttered ;
and (he pauperised ryots have had the imperlinenco of rominding (-
vernmenb of i, Government cannot but hear, and soon 1 hope the glo-
rious time will come, when the ryots will sell their indige, and gel their
due for 16 as well as for rice, linsced, or any othor evop.

But to return to my own cnse i—After I had returned home for aboul
two months, aboub lweuly vyots of Howlia and Gowalpara camb to me
fromn Tagachiparra (tho zemindars of which place, ihoir real landlords
Il rented out those villages to the Nischindipore Firm), saying that
now for fourteon days they had been imploring their oviginal and real
zmnmdma on their knees 1o take the land away from My, Forlong,  Bul,
the ton yonrs of izarn not having expired, they evuld nol possibly do so,
and the zewindars and ryots agreed that I should bo entreated 1o ves
present their qase to the Magistrale ; and ag 1 had already made up my
mind Lo go up to IKishnsghur, I promised tho poor people to speak 1o
the Magistrate.  In Lhe mean time, howeves, the people had agreed, ur

LG
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rather the zomindars (who came to see me} had advised them to petition
the Commissionar, 'This occasioned my ealling on Mr. Reid.  Bug if at
the time Ihad known that other villages had alrendy pelitioned the
Commissioner and Lisutenant-Governor, I think I would not have gone
to Mr. Reid, from fear of boing suspecled of having anything to do with
the ryot movement already in motién,”since I should have been well
aware that the planters would readily avail thomselves of the opportuni-
ty of saying that the whole of the movement had been designed by the
Missionayies.

But sapposo even I had spoken to the Commissioner with Lhe in-
tention of helping on the good movemeni, of which again I affiem I
wag totally ignovant, have I not a vight to call on the Commissioner,
or Magisirate, or any other officor I choose, and to speal to him what
I please, as long ag he permits me to do so, considering morcover tha
I am an entirely private person? Nor am I, as is very well known, a
solfish proselytizer. What then, I ask, could be my motives in spenk-
ing to the Commissioner, oxcepb to relieve, if possiblo, poor halploss
gufforers 7 And if this be unworlhy of my voeation nga Clorgyman and
a Missionary, I must afresh leaxn what my dutics are.

Do the planters moan to assert that they only have a vight to call
on, to dine, to pluy, and lodge with Judges, Oollestors, Magistrates,
wnd Deputy Magistrates ? Nay, Isit not very unjush in these officials to
recetve planiers at all, men who continually are cocused, before the
self-swme ofietals, of the most hetnous orimes commailied under the
sum, ond who have, without tnferval, not dozens, but hundreds of
euges pending in the Courts ? Fere lies tho secret of ihe ovil Hence
the poor ryots, who for 50 many, many yems ave groaning undoer the
cruel yoke of planters, eannot, on any account, find justice ab tho hands
of the authority, I do not mean o say that all Magistrates and Judges
do always wilfully porvert justico (although T will another time give
some inslances sven of this), bul they are either bonght or sold by the
planters (sbout this too another time), or, what is more frequently the
cuge, owing to congtant friendly private intorcourse with them, and an
innate hatred of Lhe “ niggors” they, more or less unconsciously, are
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unduly projudiced in fuvour of the firsl, and againat the latter, with
whom they have-—in some instances that I could mention—no inter-
course whatsoover, excopt officinlly in court, and then oven only mostly
with the worst specimens, and not immedialely but intermediately
through a sot of eorrupt amlahs, These charitable excuses, however,
it must be considercd, more apply rather {o common mokhadommas
botween the planters and natives, than to our present case ; for, although
the ryots state their grievances, il is not because they want the planters
to be punished ; but they simply orave the protection of Clovernment
agninst the outrages committed on them by the planters for insisting
on selling their indigo as they do any other produce of their lands.
And this protection, although theorstically granted, has been until
now in praclice positively refused to them; may, tho peopls were
frequently worse off after complaint than before. TFor hear how those
poople, T have pleaded for, fared. The Darogah came (the people said
bribed by the factory), wanting by all means fo compel them to come
to an agreoment with the plantor; but seeing them altogother unwilling,
he at last consonied to write a voport on the condition of getting Com-
pany’s Rupees 800, Somehow or other he did afier all not write a re-
port. The Joint Magistratc of Korcompore too conme according to the
Commissioner’s order, but not to their village. Ile spent o jolly day in
tho factory, whenee he called the ryots, telling them they should come 1o
an agreoment with the planter, And when tho people insisted on tolling
him their grievances, he forbade thom to tell, him any thing except
what had happened during the Iast month, They told him that during
the last month nothing had happened, but that they had been running
about to got protoetion, which, as they now could see, Iiad boon in vain,
and woni away. When the plonter heard that the people had again
tried to gol jusbice, he ab last (knowing thai o Missionary was backing
the peoplo) thought it pradent to put on tho “ Chrigtion gentloman,”
and went to or called for the fow Christians that live in these two vil-
lagos, telling thom thal he was their (Christian) brothor : he had not been
aware of their living thoro, and was glad to have found it out; hence-
forth they should have lo sow very little indigo, and that he would
make o gitjs for thom, &o, and gave ovory one a rupeo, and all of
them o khanna, and as thoy were cncouraged to accopt of it by a feeble
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Missionary, they lefl their ITindoo and Mussulman brethron in the
lurch, And lost any of thom should bo able to complain again, the
two villages were surrounded by a hout of Intlials, and the lwo parrahs
wero prevented from communicating wilh each other.  The leador
amongsl them, an inhabitant of a third villago (Treohnt), was by Iatlials
kepl a prisoner in his own house, This nows was brought lo me
hy a man who during the night had cseapod. Tle begged very havd
of e not to leave them in the lurch liko the fow sellsh Christians Tiad
done, and to wrile & letter with my own hand, saying I would nol do
50, or else all would lose courage. DButb since for good reasons T could not
do so, the man wenl away, ovidently wunder the tnpression that I
despaired of doing any thing moro forthem. The Jask account T heard
wits, that the abovenamed head man at lnst was taken to the faclory,
and nltimately yiclded to an offer of omployment. The people are
again frightened into the beliof that it is o eriminal offence in the sight
of Glovernment to groan under the Lieavy yoke of he plantors.

© As to the Patharghata people, T heard [rom o Missionary that about
a hundred lottinls are collocted at Khidoypore, ready al any momont
10 loot their village. But, the pecple ate dotermined 1o seeure pro-
teclion, but when thoy saw thal tho Maogistrale would not do any thing
for thom, thoy insisted on potitiouing the Commissionor oneo more, and
when they heard from the amlndis (lrno or false, T ean't sny, for aught I
Iknow the plantors’ frjond in- disgniso may have sproad the report), thas
the Magistrate was o friend of My, Torlong, and had written 1o the Com.-
missioner in favour of the planters and againgt the ryots, they at once wore
dotermined to go right up to the Lioutenant-Govornor. T sivongly dis-
suadert thom from doing so, telling thom, a8 long as the Commissionor and
tho, Magistralo did not positivoly veluse to grant them protection, they
should not take this step.  Bub the men snid, “we are now for months run-
ning about praying for protection, and do not yet dare venturo Lo veturn
to our homes from fear of boing captured and carried wo do not know where
to” Two men of their village had alroady boen taken awny; egainst
many of them false cases had been instituled in another Division, in or-
der 1o take them away, undor thal pretonce, many, many miles off thoir
houses to the Kareepore M(.ygisbmte, whow they knew, from how ho had
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of the planlers, and an enenmy o the ryols.  What the people ave now
doing I donot know, as for a long time I have neithor seon nor head any
thing of thom, having been travelling about in lent, My iimeis up,
another fime more,

Youry faithfully,

¢, BOMWETSCH. ,
In Camp, 8th Jamuary, 1860

TIIE INDIGO CONTEST AND ITS ISSUE.

-~

Tiur advocates of tho existing systom of indigo-planting in
lower Bengal are endoavouring to ouvelope the roal quostion in
masses of irrelovant stoloments and specious fallacios. Tho contest
betweon the planter and the ryot iz al one time aseribed lo “anta-
gonism of race,’ at another to the. “inhorent treachory” of the
Bungeloo. By one it is desoribed as the result of the machina-
tiong of the zemindar, who is joalous of the presence of an influential
and intelligent witnosy of his tyramnics; by another nse necossary
consequence of the existonee of a covenantod civil seavieo ; and by a
ithird as tho dmmedinto fruit of bad judieature. Reagons much moro
reeondile nre offored by speculators more ingeniouns ; one only is nover
montioned—apparently bocause it happens to he ilie truo one~namaoly,
that in Tower Bongal indigo-planting does not pay tho cullivator,

And how can ib pay? A fow facts illuslrative of indigo-planting
finance will eonvines our veaders that it is hopeless Lo expect the ryot to
voluntarily nndovlako a eultivation so ill-voquiting as indige cullivation
in Lowor Bengal has been made 1o be. e can scarcely lie expectod Lo
bo vory enthusiastic in the cause of the dovelopmont of the couniry's
rosources, whon he sces that that enthusiasm con lead only to ruin and

glarvation,

Tsl then~wo ave speaking of indige-planting in Nuddea-—an ad-
vaneo of Lwo rupeos is givon lor every beegah to be euliivaled” with
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indigo. The buoegah is measured out by scrvants of the factory, and by
a woll-understood rule, whieh forms a part of tho systom, is made equi-
valent to 6 biggah and half of ordinary measurement. T'wo rupees, or
four shillings, ave advanced for the eultivation of half an acre of land,
This is the immoense “ assistance” which tho ryot receives from the fac-
tory, and which, if we arc lo believe (actory historians, places him above
the reach of want, starvation, and the money-lender for & wholoe year,

Next comes the question, how mueh land is cach ryol to cultivate
with indigo? That too is decided by tho consuctudo of years. A ryot
who owns one plough and & pair of oxen is to cultivate four beogahs of fae-
tory mensuremont, and 8o on in proportion, Tho burden thus distribut-
od, heavy as it is, would have beon borne if the burthened had been
allowed to carry it their own fashion, Bub no. The soil must be work-
od upon without intorruption from Maugh to Choit, until a few showors
of rain render it fit for the recoplion of tho seed. During this part of
the geason, the ryot is not allowed to Jook on the righl gide or the left,
to attend to his other lands or crops, 1o work any otherwise but on the
marked land,

'Fhe plants eome to have four loaves, Woeding, & process which in
\ho eatlier days of indigo-planting was nover usod, and which all xyots
protest is not nooossary to tho extent to which il is npw roguived to be
cartied, commoncos, , The ryob must again suspend all other avoeations
of lifo to attond to the carrying out of this dde iill Joist. Supposo the
man farms ten beegnhs, and owns gno plough and a pair of oxen, Tf he
had been loft to himsolf he would probably have cullivated his six
beegahs of indigo, while preparing his remeining four beegahs for the
paddy crop. We do not oxnctly say that this last ho does nob do, for
tho staff of life must be secured, and the customary presents {o the
factory officials oblain him tho privilege of looking to his paddy lands,

- A beegab of indigo land requires, in the parlance of the field, twonty
ploughs, which cost, say at two annas a plough, 2 rupees 8 annay, The
woeding costs a rupee ; the seed another. The reaping and carriage cost
hab léast 8 annes, And then there is the ronl of thoe land, which may be
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fixed at one rupee and four annas.  Thus o beegah of indige eultivation
costs &b the minimum 6 rupees and 4 annas, Now, take the other side
of ‘the page. A carl-load of tho plant is—by tho samo law of modern
eonstiebude—aceounted ono bundlo, The chain of three cubity iv gone
out of dale. 'The produce of each beegah is now ordinarily estimated at
five or six of such bundles, and in the besl soason doos nol exceed eight.
The price paid by the factory is, as Mr. Torlong sttests, six hundles the
rupee. The whole erop of a beegah, therefore, sells on an average for a
rupes, The cost to the ryot, as we have scom, is six rupees and four
annas, Thus arises n loss of five rupees and four annas on every beegah,
ot twenty-one rupoes to the ownor of ecach plough.

Thus stands tho main account. If the items bo trae—and we chal-
lenge our readers to disprove their accuracy—the system which makes
such transactions possible must be pronounced atrociously oppressive. v
And so it is felt to be by the ryots. But thoro aro incidental to indigo
planting, as practised in Bengal, other ovils, the sum {otal of which con-
stitute one of the most olaborately organized systoms of creating and in-
flicting misory thai could be concoived. The planter is usually a {armer
of the lands on which his factory lics and tho plant is grown, Planter
farmers pay onormous rents Lo their zemindars, in some instances moro
even Lhan tho ascertained rental reccivable from the ryots, This the
planter can afford to givo, bacause ho thereby acquires over the ryots an
influence which iz convertible inlo immense profits.  The planter,
howaver, seldom fails to add lus izardarec——farmer's allowanco, He
then rack-rents tho ryot more than the mosbt oppressive zemindar can
do. 'The planters sometimes cultivale the plant on thoir own account.
Thore are factorics with hundreds of beegahs of neoz cultivation which
do not keep & single plough of their own. Tho ryots must furnish
ploughs, cattle, and labour, of course not on the most remunerative rates,
if any, of hive,

The outrages reportod to have hoen comamitted at Lokenathpore and
Kalapence ave, merely incidental manifestotions of a spirit which we
now plainly see, but of the existonce of which we had no idea when the
missionaries potitioned Parliament.  Thoy then said that robellion was
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possible in Bongal.  We disbelioved it We thonglit thore was no end
to patience of our countrymen, and a stoul one 10 Anglo-Saxon vapasity,
Wo have now learnt betler.  The uote no doubt sounded strong when
tho ryots of Kalapance shouled “out with tho Iinglish.” Tt was robel-
lion. Bub who dare eateh il—hold iL?

The Government of Bengal is already bohtg taxed wilh the three
lotbers it has written. We yet hope Mr. Grant will have the pluck to
fight the fight out—Ilindoo Pautriot, Mareh 3, 1860,

NUDDEA TLANTERS.

Sramanren

To the Editor of « The Indiun Field,”

Dear Sir—T had already another lettor ready for the Field, a fow
porsonal words to My, Purlong ; but insuch a sorious allair as the prosent,
where the welfare of millions is concerned, minor points mwust yield to
the one great objoect in view, which, ayain 1 would press it, 18 not “ fo
meke the sowing of indigo optional” Tor who cver doubted it was
not ? The Jaw does not pormit any zomindar, Native or Fwropean, Lo
throw down somo six or len rupees Lo the advance-hating ryols’ feot,
aud if unwilling o pick them up, 1o compol thom io do so with tho
horsewhip, and then to onter their names into his book as being wndor
contract, and then wmeénsure awny their bost, lands, (and almost always
by & false measure,) ono-thind more than was nominally agreed to, and
then under protenco of conlract to make thom work for him all the yoar
round, and pay them noxt 1o nothing, or, ns it happons in bad seasons, to
keep their names down for arroars.  "What law ou the face of tho earth
wonld conntonance such foul procecdings? At least the English law
dues nol, and never will ; for the Knglish people cun never will fo
fhiwwe i so,  All that law-tulk 1s to no purpose, or if to any, meoroly fo
blind the eyes of the public at home, as My, Underhill, a Secrolary of
the Baptist Mission Socioty, has done 3 and to kuop tho good and well-
disposed English people living scaltered in this country, bul not suffi-
cienﬂ;f aceuninted with the noature of indige planting, under the false
impression as if the ryots gave endlew troublos to the planters Ty not
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fulfilling their contracts, 7'%e one great objaot in view is, fo procure,
prolastion for those ryots who ave not willing fo tuke advances, And
for this purpose no now law or regulation is nocessary, but now, or so to
spenk, renowed Magistrates, men wuprejudiced, unbiassod, and just, and
who “astrain overy nerve io lying™ the numerous cases of looting
beating, kidnapping, falso imprisonments, and vourder “home to the
offenders,” even to the planters (I always feel sorry for some wall-
digpogsed mon amongst them). One would have thought that, after the
Lisutonani-Governor’s own vigourous efforts, things would eome round to
@ healthful state. But no such thing, Until now his exhortations and
reprimauds have, with two exceptions, (to the praise of Mr, Tottenham

nd Mr. Dwarkanath Doy bo it said,) been in vain. ¢ The cnses, which
re known to be of daily eccurrence, in which ryots are kidnapped and
imprisoned, and cerried from place to place by zomindars and planters,
with impunity, ave—setill— o disgraceful blol upon the distriet adwmi-
nistralion in Bengal” Nay, impunity must be speedily growing and
ripening into a fieres foeling of bitter revonge, whon a plantor dares to
lLorsewhip a Governmont officor | The report about the laitiale menfioned
in my lasl lolior is but too true, Some hundreds of lotélals and spoars-
mon are ab this moment assombled to loot tho villages of Pathorghatia,
(lobindoporo, and Maliaputtn or Chandrabash, bocauso tho ryots still
refuse to lake advances or to onler inlo contract with ihe plantor, lest
they should havo him say they had not kept tho contract. Many vil-
Ingos petitionod the Magisirato agnin and again, impl:)red the Commig-
sioner over and over again, humbly besceched oven the Governor him-
solf, 1o grant them protection from the persecutions of the planters ;
bub instend of obtaining any romedy, havo afresh been mercilessly deli-
vered into tho hands of their oppressors, Sinco the above was written
I have reccived a letter from Kishnaghur, the civil station, informing me
that ryots had como inte the station, having their whole substanes,
ploughs, &c,, packed on oarls, “1o seck for protection,” and remained
noar the cutchorry for days without any redress, How they have lefl
those quarlors, and what has been done on their bohalf, is not known.
The ryots aro moge than ever impressed with the idea that the con-
foderacy botwoon planters and Mngistrates (both covenanted and uncove-
nanted) wns an ingeparnble ono.  But my time deing noavly up, T must

17
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come {o the pomt I wish fo gain, if possibie to save the above namad
villages {om dostruction and the poor people from ublor ruination,
I humbly trast iy lebter will attract the attention of the Licutensni-
Govornor, and that he will secure protection for these people by inost
stringont measures. ¢

Mr. Lincke, of Bollobhpors, who lives amongst those poople, wiiles
(16th January 1860) to Mr. Stern, my fellow labourer Wl Santipore, as
follows :—“ The people in the threatened villages are gore afraid, and
those who can have their wives, childron, and cattle sent away to other
places. Those persons who remain cannot get ont of their villages for
fear of being canght and carried off.  To several of whom it has Lappen-
ad so. Sovernl of tho villages have given in, and I believe only 1wo or
three in this neighbourhood are still holding oul, and these arc the
villages which are threatened with being looted. I wonder how it will
end. T am afraid all roturm to us ¢ was before.  Nothing good for the
poople will resulb”

Two ladg of 18 and 19 yemrs, pupils of our Truining Institution,
were expresdly sent to my tenl in oxder teo tell mo what they had seen
and hend thomsolves, ag they have only just now relurned from their
vacation, which thoy spont ai Bollobhpore. They say those guarters
look quite warlike, The conlomplated loot had nob yet laken place,
becauss the planter’s lattials were sore alraid of the villagers, who were
delermined to give them ficree Dattle. Thoy had divided themselves
into ab lonst six differont companios, Ono company consists merely of
bowsmen. Another of slingsmon, like David of old. Ancther com-
pany consists of Urickwallas, for which purpose thoy have oven, as
I hear, collectodd the soattored bricks aboul my old compound, Ancther
company consists of balowallahs. Their Lusinoss is merely 1o send the
havd wmripe balo-fruit at the heads of the planter's loltials, Agnin
another division consists of thalwallahs, who (ling thoir brass rice-platos
in & horizontdl way al the onemy, which does great oxeculion, Again,
ancther divigion cousists of rolawallahs, who reccive,the cnemy with
whole and broken well-burned enrthen pots. The Dongal women do
at times groat execution®with this woapon.  One aflornoon the planter's
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lattiale fled in conlusion, when they saw {he Solo women march ont
thus armed. Again, another division have to play tho latteo. And
the fiercost division is tho company of judhightheor, as they called it,
who nre the so-called shorke-wallahs o speavsmen.  This company cons
gists only of twelve mon, but considering that at one time ono goo,,
marksman, who had tho spemrs reached to him. by others, chased one'
hundred lattials, their number though numerically small is still for-
midable. And these are ihe men that the lattinls fear most, and
frightened by them, they have nol yet venturod on an attack.

Now T ask you, is this mot a sad stato of things? And who will
lave to answer for the consequences? The missionaries or Mr. Furlong
with his co-labourers and the Magistrates? I could write a good deal
more of what the above young men told me, but the dawk moonshee
is waiting for me, -

Believe me, dear Sir,
Yours faithiully,
C. BOMWEESCIL

Runughat, in Cump, 25th January, 1860.

H [The following*is a truthful and wivid portray of
“both sides of the (Indigo) Question,” and notwith-
standing the facetious humour in which it has been
conceived and certain personal allusions contained
init, it will enable the reader to botter form his opini-
on on the subject than mere one-gided st%ements —
Compiler.] '

Bonr Siors ok TE QUESTION~Having received information of the
highly inflaromatory and incondiary conversation which has of late pre-
vaited a4 the Bongal Club, and of conspirieics and plotbings amongst
torbulent Anglo-Saxons, which if unchecked Will result in'insurrection



¢ 182 )

and anarchy, we have eniployed a Forazec kidmutgar, of that refuge for

tho destitule, to neb as special correspondent at what may now be fairly

called the soal of War., Botweon our own correspondent and the

\ Englishman's speeial mendacity-monger at, Kishnaghur, tho public will

o placed aw fust with both sidos of the question. Through the intelli-

rgence, ability, and assiduity of our black Mr, Russell, we are cnabled tc
+ Iay hofore our readery a conversation that Intely took place there,

o dlime—Duesday, the 6th Mareh, 11 A, o,—DPlace, Bengal Club,
A very Cool Civilian sipping iced water,

To him @ huge * starved-out Indigo planier)” flushed and pant-
ing, and looking uncommondy like o kot hind-guarter of Elephant,

Cool Ctviliun—THullo | Vats, you lock hot and excited, and I do not
see that amiable smile for which you nre so colobrated,, Whai's the
matter 7 Where have you been 2

Roprosentative Indigo Plander—~ITot | excited | beon | how ean you

"ask t Why, to our Assoeiation of course.

¢, C—Ass, how much ?

R. I, P—The Planters’ Associalion ; what yothor Asseciation cou 41
go to? ’ 1! i

0. 0~—Oh! T see, but I thought that the Association was poor Theo-
Lald ; and that upon his being muzzled with o Supreme Court appoint-
ment and & regularly paid salavy, the Association had vanished into the
thinnest and most rarified air,

"R I P—Oh! no, you arc altogether wrong ; we have starled again
afresh, We are goiug to call ourselves the Agricultural and Commer-
cial Asgociation,

0. C~—What o taking name ! bul you ave surely not going in for rice
and tobaceo, either whdlosnle, rotall, or for exportalion— are you?
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‘Why do you eall yourselves the agri-commerci-cwun-indigo Association,
or whatever it is ?

R, I P—Ilow green you Civilians are. No, why should we go in
for rice or any thing bul indigo ; the namo is a dodge: we want io
onjoy the luxury of & paid agilator; a particular friend of ours, more-
over, wants a comfortable little bertl, a8 he cannot, from civcumstances
over which he has no contvol, poor fellow, rejoin his old appointmont at
little Pedlington ; but at the same time wo cannot afford 1o pay a Seare-
tary, as Thoobald will tell you ; so we havo stuck in the “Agriculturnl”
to try and get hold of a fow zemindars to help pay for our agitator, and
the “Commercinl,” ag & matter of course, to nebble Wilson,

0, 0,—Cepital | but does it not strike you that the zemindars colud
no more combine with you than oil with water? You will have n splif_
in & week,

R, I. P.—Oh that's all right; we do not want $he zomindars, but
their monoy ; we get a yenr's subsoription in advence, and the niggora
may thon go to the-—dogs,

0. C—The plan does cralit to your head and heart, It s ag ingos
nious as il i ingenuous (wside—but very little of eithor), Who is this
paragon of a Socrotary you havo got? Is Dickens coming out?

R I P~No, wo have got Forbes, late of tho Dacea News and thg
Dacea Bank.

¢, 0—0OH! and late of the Colonization Coramittes and of— !

R 1 P.-—-—Stoi)l Stop ! that's enough j the identity is fully estab-
lished, Ho ia just the man for us in these difficull times: we want a
follow capable of assorting our claims in a powerful manner, and with
brass enough 1o stick up for us against all our enemies, who are hegom-
ing rather numerons,

0. OWoll, if rash and unscrupulous assertion, and the boldest assur-
ance- Lo exprogs myself mildly-—is what youwant-—and it is diffieult to
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eonecive what clse you can wanl—why, I agree with you he iy jusl the

vory man for you, as his evidence before the Colenization Conmmittee will
vouch,

R. I P—Comeg, you nced not rako up the past, He wenl home lo
give evidenco, and you do not suppose he was going to lake the trouble
for nothing ; after all ho was not worse than Wise, our Prosident,

¢ C—Possibly not, bul—avell, nover mind—whal have you leen
doing lo-day at your Association

R. I P.—Doing, why we have seltled Joln Poter’s hash for him.

C, 0—John who? Oh! I undersiand, you mean tho ILicuionant-

Govornor of Bengal,
e

R. I. P.—Yes, if you like to call him so, bul ho won’t ho ihat much
longer ; waib till Wilson socs our potition,

0. C—Indeed | whel’s it about ? You suroly have not beon commitling
yoursclves on papor regarding this awlul 1ising of the ryots, said to le
oll owing to a lettor of the Lieulonant-Clovernor's ?

R, I. P—Of comrae wa havo; why, oll Bengal is in & state of insur-
reclion—I[actorios bufnt down, drums boeat, o planter's assistant loft for
dead on the flold, &c.

O, 0.—Who tclls you this? T beliove it to Do »ll false,

I, I P—Have you not seon it in the Hnglishman posilively assort-
ed ?

0. 0.—Yos, of courss, T havo,

‘ rR. I, P.—Well, ig thal not sufficient, ovidoneo of ity truth ¢

~
0. 0~To spoak plainly, I could desire no more convincing evidence
of its falsenoss,
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C. 0'—And do you bolieve Forbes 7
o B4, P—Of courso I do, genorally,

C. O.—1If that’s the case, we will say no more about it, By the hye,
what was tho planior’s nssistant doing on the field wpon which he waslefl
for dead?  Is it not true that he went with a body of armed lattials to
» mark out, for indigo sowing, flelds of certain ryots who warned him off
quietly and respeetfully, but who, on the planter’s assislani trying to
thresh them into compliance, turned the tables and threshed him {

B I P—Well, T did hear somothing of this soxt.

C. ¢.—Do you attribute that to the Lieut-CGovernor's letter? And
did you nover hoar of such things in the time of your old friend IIalii-
day?

I 1 P.—Yos, litile acoidents sometimes happened. T can't exaelly
say how that pavticular case is connected with Grant's lettor, hut T know
very woll that in Hallidny’s time wo should very soon have taught the
blaclk scoundrels that they had no righl to intorfere with tho develop-
mont of the resources of the counlry, Now we aro afraid to toueh tho
Drutes ; we should have thet villainous niggor Press pilehing into s,
and tho Magistrates morcover are now afraid to let us off, and walk il
into the ryots s they used to do, or they would have Gennt pitching
into them with some of his ridiculous theories of Iiborty, equality, and
fraternity.

0. G—Weoll, so much for the doad assistant: the simplo fact is, he
wenl to wallop tis niggors, and his niggers walloped him, Now what
ghould you do if a lot of natives—or Europoans for the matier of that—
wora to comne and out holes in your garden and measure it, and on boing
agkod what they wanted, say they were going to sow {lax in it ?

o

R, 1 I'—Do ! why, heeak their hemds of rourse ; what olse conld L do ?
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(. ¢~—Wall, thor, what olse could the ryols do undor the smme
civoumstances ? They have as much right Lo defend their propaty from
intruders as you have.

R, I P—What humbug ! Black dovils! What right have they io
talk of their property ? You know what Sir C, Jackson says of such
cant,  Why, whon we wore ITonorery Magistrntos in Halliday's time—

¢, C0—Steady! We will come to that presontly,. Now ag fo the
drum-Dbeating, did ryots nover beat deums before Ghrant asconded the
guddee ? and has any body beon hurt by the drums ?

R, I P~Of courso they can beat drums if thoy like, but they did it
to chaff the planters—~a rogular caso of insurvoction,

~—=(, ,—0h | this is what you mean by insurrcction, now I understand,
The ryots chaff you, and that is all that this row i3 about,

R I P—And bad enough too: tho planters aro said to be sending
their families nway from the districts,

0. 0—~The Fnglishman says so, snd perhaps your Secretery, M.
Forbes, says 80 ; bul it by no moans follows that it is truo : howover, it is
quite poseible that the planters may bo in o fright ; thoy are apt {o get
alarmed whonaver Lheiy yyots show o spivit of indepondence. I always
suppased that guilly conscionces had a good deal to do with this feeling ;
they must know that if they ever do drive the ryots lnto active opposi-
tion, the reckoning will he o heavy one.

B I P—Woll, I give up the domi-moribund assisiant and thg drams ;
bub how about that row at Qurangabad, where the ryots drove a plantor
and the Police out of the field, and threntonod to drive the British out
of Indin, and said it was “ Company ka hnkum ¢ That clemly can be
traced to Clrant's lettor,

¢, C.—Why, bofore I answer this, first tell me how you %upposo that
the ryots al Ourungabad evor heard of Grant's lelter ; next loll me

o
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how you reenneile the fact of the ryots opposing the Police and threnton-
ing to drive tho British out of India, with the asserlion that they sud
it was by “ Company ka hukum ;” and then answer mo whethor you' do
not know as woll as I con tell you, that the row ab Owrungabad aroso
immedintely, divectly, and solely from a gross outrage committed npon
the villagers by tho planters” poople.

R I P—Well, I know the Bnglishman even did admit somothing
about the row having arisen on account of opprossion ; but the ryots
would not have dared to show fight if Govornment had not patted thom
on the back : and as Lo their opposing the Police, and “snying it. was by
order of GGovernmont, why, these pig-headed DLrutes aro inconsisient
sometimes,

€. 0'—So are othor people.

B I. P—Well, wo all know that the Governmant letter tas published
in o garbled form by the Magistrale of Barasel, and of cowrse found its
way 1o Moorghedabnd, :

C. 0—1ow was it published ? When ? and whore?

A1, P~0h | T do not know all those dotails ; ask Forbos and Mackob-
zio ; thoy suy il was, and that's cnough for mo,

0. C—But not for me.

R. 1. P~—Woll, extracls takon from the Government letter wlhich wera
advorse to the planters wore put by tho Magistralo in o Girenlur, and
sont torovory thannah in Bengal AllL the first part of the lebter which
was in the plonlerd’, favour was burked.

0. O.—Avo yotu suré of this?'L do not undorstand how a Magistrate
could send a Cirenlar to other distriots ; and have you morcover scen
{he lobter 7 or how do you know that the portions omilted were in favour

of the plantors’ caso?
18
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R T P~ can’t say for cortain that the lobler was ciroulated, and do
not know what the omilted paragraphs of the lelter contained ; bul the
daily papers sny that they were in favour of the planiors; and the
Englishman on. Wednesday published a perwannah, issuod to & thannah
called Kalarooah, somewhere up in Rajshahye I fancy, allwling to this
Civenlar from the Boaraset Mo gistrato ; so it must be so.  Besidos, why
should theso paragraphs be omitled if thay wore not opposod to the
Magistrate's viows? Of course Lhey must have heon wigging him, and
he did not like tho people 1o know ihis,

C. ¢—I see yolt planters judge others by yourselves, but I should like
to know more of this alleged cirenlation and garbling. What was the
lottar ? T see o lotter from a Nuddoa planter in Tuesday’s Englishman,
who aays that tho Nuddea vyots wero all quiol until & lotter was rocoived

_lor the Nuddea Commissionor, in conncetion with that abominabloe kid-
napping cage in which My, White is said lohave been concerned.  Now
what I want to know is, how it happoned thal a lotter connected with
factories on the other side of Kishnaghur carae to bo sent to the Magistrale
of Baraset, and what could ho have Lo do with tho matter ¢

R. I P~I do not know ; there would cortainly appoar fo be somo
glight confusion heve, I bolieve that {here were two lokters, and the
ono alluded to by tho Nuddea planter is not tho ono eiroulated hy the
Magistvalo of Barasok

0. C-Well, the Nudden planter ought {o know Desl what it is that
put his ryots up, if indoed anyihing did, but their own interosts ; and
thorefore it is wvory clear that it wag nol in consequonce of anything
dono by the Magistrnto of Barasot that this assorlion of independenco
on the part of the ryots Lias tnkoen placo.

2 !

R. I. P—-Woll, it ig all the smno ; il is by soihe avdors of Government,
never mind where ov by whom they woro issued, -

C. 0—Bul. it 19 necogsary 1o prooced slep by step, T what to find out
tho trath. 'What were the obnoxious orders in the Barascl onse ¢
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L. I, P—As far as T could undorstand from the papers put before us
ab onr meeting, certain ryots petitioned bofore the Magistrate to protect
them against & planter, who they alleged was about 1o sow iheir lands
againgt ihoir will with indigo. The Magisirate, instead of Lelling them,
like any good follow would have done, to go 1o h—I and sow indig, told
the Police, that il the lands were in tho undispuied possession of thess
men, that they wore to ronder them assistance in the event of the plant-
er coming fo sow their fields forcibly with any crop of his own, Woe
would not stand this, and appealed to the Commissioner, and he eancelled
the Magistrate’s orders, and said that where the planter asserted that the
ryots were under advances,”he had a right to sow their land, and
the Police wore to be prohibited from aiding the ryots in the ovent of
the plantor sending to sow the lands through his, scrvants, The
Commissioner’s orders were sent to the Police, and some correspond-
once appears to have taken place as to the correcl view of thg
law on this subjocl, and the case wont up to Government. The
Licutenani-Governor commented upon the cnse in the most iu-
flammntory mamer, and said tho ryots had a right io sow whal crop
thoy liked on their own lnud, and that a more exparéie allegation of an
advanee or contract did not give the planter any right to enlor on the
ryol’s land ; that a contract was a civil proceeding altogether, and that
& Magistrato had nothing lo do with an onquiry as to how far the
alloged contrach was bond fide, or how [ar it had been fulfilled or not
by cithor party, and that tho Civil Court was the guly Court competent
1o entertain such questions, and that thereforo tho ryots wore nol (o be -
ousted from their lands Dy the plantors’ servants on any such plea.

0. (/—There is nothing very new in that ; thal was the bwv of the land
Lefore the Licutenont-Governor was born,  Have you nothing worse shun
{that to complain of 7 Why, your friend Halliday himsell issucd orders
moro unfavourable to the planters than that before he loft 5 he actually
went Uhe lenglh of saying that ryols were not Lo be compelled to onter
into coniracts against their will

R I P—Yeoy, bub ho did nol mean ib; he would have issuwl ordors

tho vory conlrary, if ho had only staid anothor month: he was forcod
by ciremnstances into the expression of an oninion of that sorl,
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0. 0—Well, T admit he had n playful way of always iurning up on
the winning side, and that he did gain a vory precarious subsislence on
a dict of Iis own words; but you sco he did m¥b romain that oxira
month, and did net cancel hig orders ; so is it nol possible that after all
the first blow camo from your own idol? Bub to roelurn to tho olmoxi-
ous lotter—what hecamo of it ?

R I P—~Why,as I said beforo, it was published by the Civilien
Magisirate, who had a dislike to us.

¢, ¢—Dislike to you! I sco the Englishmun says the snmo, but to
which of you? Do you know him #

R. I P~No, I don't, but il is a gencral Civilian jealonsy of us,‘ nob
_Azcrsonal disliko.
C. C—Jcalousy | of whai, pray? What have you that Civiliang
have not ?  According to your own accounts, you aro tho most miscra-
ble of beings, What do you moan that thoro is to e jenlous of 7

R, I P—Don't cross-oxamino one 8o} I am nol in tho wilnogs-box.
Well, 1o rolurn to the loiter: ihe Magistrntc sunt oxbracls of it lo a
Depuiy Magistraie up in the othor end of Bengnl, Kalaroouh,

¢ C—Indeed | that was oxtraordinary corlainly : let's have a look ab
ihe map ; why it is in Baraset. This Doputy must have beon the Magis-
trate's own subordinate. Are you suro that the land which gavoe rise
to tho dispule was not in this Doputy’s jurisdiction 2

B T P—Iamstroe I do not know, Whai differenee doos it make ¢

C. C—Simply this, that if it is, tho Magisitate would grossly have
néglecled his duty if he had not sont o copy of the orders in tho cnso 1o
him, You say thal a copy of tho Commissionor’s orders in favour of the
planters was sent, and you raise no objeotion to that bLeewuse it was io
the advantago of your class, 'What do you mean thal the Magisirate



( 141 )

should have hidden the Government orders, or buried, or burnt thorm,
and have allowed the Police to continue acting upon the orler of the
Commissioner 7 You surely don't think this would lhave been exactly
fadr Lo the ryota?

. I P.—Why not? You must not look at indigo cases as you do at
other cases ; vocollect the good we do in clearing down jungle, building
schools, hospitals, &e,

0. 0—Como, come, don't try that dodge with me, T am not a Pimes
correspondent, and know as well as you do that a planter never cut down
an acre of jungle in his life ; and as to the hospitals and schools, chl old
fellow, dow’t provoke me into exposing such humbug.  So it seems after
all that this infamous cireulation is confined to the letter having been
sont by the Magistrate to one of his subordinates immodiately connocted
with the case. Tlowever, one more question before we have done with™
the Magisirate. 1 soe your 1espectable organ, tho Englishman, snys,
that the ryots throughout Bengal have risen against tho plauntors and
agningt their own intorests “to plewse w young otwiliam who has o dis-
lilke ngninst the planters” Now does it not spoak volumos in favour of
theso “turbulent” mon, that thoy showld so good-natwredly samifice their
intarests to please a man whose name even they ean nover have heard
of? Again, we have lately seen that thoro are other young civilinng who
havo shown & very decided preforence for the planters, How are theso
antahle cultivators o divide thoir allegiance in this"easce?

R, I. P—Oh! don't go on harping on those things, The factories ara
Leing shut up, and wo must sny something, We can't sparo time to
reconcilo all these details, that’s Forbes’ work,

C. C—Tn fnet, you admit the wholo story to bo trmmnped up, a meve
bib of spile against an official who has been rash onough Lo ignore the
vight of the whito man to trample on his black brothor, Now for the
Lioutonant-Glovernor, What is his crimo? Tle says, you say, thal tho
platers have no right foreibly to sow the lands of the Bengaleo culli-
valor with & erdp Lo which that eullivator oljects. Do you mean lo suy
he has ¢
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R, I P.—Why, of course he has ; what olse do we spend such o lot
of money in izhevas, puinecs, laleoks, &o, for, if it does not give us a
right to make our lonanls sow what we like ?

0. 0.—If you choose to spond moncy under the impression that it
givos you o righi, it doos nol nccesserily follow that you actually oblain
thab righl.  Let’s have a look b the law, 'Woll now, does it give yon any
right, even of the most remote doscription, to interfere with the cultiva-
tion of the ryots? Is nob lhoir tenure more scoure and definito oven
than your own ¢

R. 1. P.—Well, porhaps, abstracledly wo have no right ; but Theobald
preached the doctrine long since, thal wo should not look ab the quostion
abatractedly ; ib is for the good of the country, of the ryots, and ourselves

g}}}ab we should exerciso this intorf orence,
%

0. ('—Granted that you bonefit yourselves, but how do you benefit

the country or the ryots?

R, I, P—Took ol tho capilal we bring into tho comntry and spend
amongst tho ryots,

¢, 0.—Look whore? T ghould liko to see it: look ab tho capital you
take out.

R. I, P~Never mind whoro tho mongy comos from, I know o fac-
tory where the oxponditure last yoar was threo lakhs of rupees, Do you
mean to sy that that did not hencfil the ryots?

C. 0—DYerhaps if they had it all it might do them some good, yet nol
so much a8 tho free use of thoir own Innd would do; but you know as
woll as T do, that not above Rupees 40,000 of that swm found ity way
into the hands of the actunl cultivators, Managers with their twolve or
fourteen hovses, their shikar parties, opon house, assislants innnumerable,
assistants’ horses still more innumeralle, saddlery, boats, houscs, &e.
tliciy fuctory servants, Court expensos (of course nob Leibory or perjury),
affrays, swindling-—come,—admit, very litle of it goes to the ryots,
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R, I\ P—Well, perhaps, not so much as ought o go there, bnt i} is

the systom,
b

(. Of~TExnclly ; more’s tho pity, and henco the prosent row, which is
attributable solely and whelly to your system, and not inflammatory
Lieut.-f{overnors or firebrand Magistrates. Now I hold in my hand a
cavoful onloulation of the actual produce of 2 beegahs of land in the
same villige ; one sown with indigo gives a arop of 13 bundles, equal
in value to, Bs, 8 ; and this you will admit was a very good crop. The
cost of enltivating that beegah and incidental exponses conneclod there-
with, seed, stampt paper, ameen’s and khalassce’s dustooree, ploughing,
weeding, and ront, was Rs, 6: the ryob therefore lost threc rupecs on the
crop. The other beegah was sown with oujdhen first and then with
peas j the crops gave 11-8, tho expense of cultivation and ront came
to 8-4 ; so you see that the ryof lost 3 rupecs out of hand for his” indige.
and 8-4, which he would have got if' he had Leen allowed to sow it wilh
what he liked-—total loss by indigo, 114, Does it not strike you Lhat
this has more to do with tho presont position of the ryols toward tho
planters than any lotters, affoction for young Clivilians, or anyihing
clse 7 You see that where thereis a  cultivation of 80,000 boegnhs in
one estato, and & loss of L1 rupces 4 annas on cach beegal, it can hardly
be said that you do much to benofit the country.

R. I P.—Well, porhaps, il is nol altogether profitable, but England
must have indigo, and wo cannot afford to pay higher : after all we only
do precisoly what Government docs with the opium, and Government
takos especial cave Lo prolect itself by summery laws from defauliing
oultivators.

0. 0.~I beg your pardon. Tho cultivators arc in no way similar;
opium iy an article of cxeisc, and its oultivation must be guardad by spe-
cial laws : it i, however, altogether n rendy-money transaction, Go-
vernment has no outstanding balances of 20 years old to hold 4n {erro-
rem over the head of a ryot who won't sow.

R, I P—~Ng, beoause they recover all the lalances by a summary
PROCOHE,
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@. O—Mistakon as usual, The summary Iaw no longer cxigfts, and
liag nover onee boen pul in foree against a single cullivator dince its
fist onnclmont, It wasg virtually madoe of no effeet by Aol X, &f 1850,
Governmont makes it for the intoresl of the cultivator to fulfil fhis cn-
angemonls, and, consequently, no summary process is roequived, ald Da-
lances arc nevor outsianding,

R, 1. P--Ilow dooy Government oxcite the interost of thisrfﬁmsb apa-
{hetie, lazy, good-for-nothing, dishonest, hooka-smeking animial to that
extent ? Why, the ryots of the most popular planters do n%\sow wil-
lingly.

¢, 0.—~By offoring them a prico for their erop, which will give them
fiwo ar threc rupecs moro than tho most profitable ordinary crop that
Haoy could grow would give, Govornment found {that during tho last
two yoars, on account of tho incronsed value of othor crops, tho cultiva-
tors would not sow poppy. What was done ¢ The agonis did not sit
down and tear their hair, abuso the law which provented thelr iaking
the landa of tho eultivators by forco, but they ropresented to Governs
ment, that the pries of all obher commadities having risun, the only  way
of keoping up tho opivm provision was by increasing tho price p aid to
tho oultivators, 'I'he necossity for doing this was go ovident, that tho
price was at once incroased from Rs, 8-4 fio 3-8 per secr, and oither hay
beon or will be incroased to Re, 8-120r 4.  Now this advanco of oight
annags per soor is equal to Re. 8 per booga b ; and if you planters, instead
of attributing the unwillingness of the ryois to sow to couses which
cannob but rendor you ridiculous in the oyes of the thinking publie
will advance your prico to such an oxtenl as will give the ryol a profit
of ot loast Rs. 6 por boogal, instoad of a loss of Re. 8, you will find
that, your difficultios are at an ond ; the Liculonant-Governor and all
his Magistrates may writo, say, or do what the y like, and they will not
“deorease your cullivation by & singlo bundle. Beforo you comparo iu-
digo to opium, you must vecolldet that the opium ryot clears R, 22-8
ans, per beogah by his erop ; the indigo ryot loses Rw 8, Tho opium
ryot has his account closod within & weck of the delivévy of his cvop,
and the money is paid diveetly to him by an Buropean gentloman ; the



( 145 )

indigo ryot never gots paid at nll, but has his accounts adjnsted by a
covrupb dewan or mohurrir six months after he has givon in his produce,
and care is always taken to bring him out in debt to the faalory,

R I P—-This is all very well, but we cannot afford to pry more,
Togland must have indigo ; the Queen’s spesch distinctly alludes to it ;
and Wilson says it must be encouraged. Thereis no help for it, the
ryots must be made to sow at our price,

¢, 0.—Did Wilson really say that ?

R. I, P—~Not exactly, but ho said that he would nob put any extra
Export Daty on indige, and even felt inclinod to tako off the Duty that
was now on it.

T

¢\ C.—But surcly lhere is somo difference botween logitimatoly

encouraging a groat staplo like indigo by taking off an Export Duty, and

llogitimatoly foroing it by allowing tho traders therein to trespass on

the rights of othors, Did Wilson 1cally sy that he was an advooate
for this latler procoss ¢ ’

R, I P.—Why, some of our follows want to him, and loft him will
the idea that ho entively ooineider in their views.

4 L

(. O—Oh ! is that all 7 It is an extraordinary fact that ffty men
of fifty different parties, advocaling Afty measures all dismotrically
opposite, have had interviews with that gentlemtwn, and have all come
away with a most decided impression that they had convinced him
fully of the justness of their own views. I will tell yon some ancedotes
on this subject another time, It seems to be a poculiarity of the grest
Finadeier to leb his visitors go away with this impression, and leave
them to find out their mistnke b leisure,

R T P~-AsvI said before, England must have indigo, aud can’t
altord to pay more for it, No change is posaible,
19
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C. ¢/ —L am afraid thal Tngland must vithor pay for indigo or go
without. If sheaeally wants il, and oan't gel it elvewhere, she can
afford to pay for it, and st pay for il ad the markoel price. Il she
will not do this, wo may very safoly infer that she can cither do withont
it, or got it olsewhoro where it ean ho produced chonpper. It iy no fault
of the Licutenant-Governor that the system has abruplly come to an
end, but it is n disgrace to Government that it was ovor allowed to exisl
at all, 'We must knock this system on the head, give you a Bleck Act,
and then yon will learn Lo live poaceably and honestly, and, what is
moro, lot others do the same. In tho meantime you had betler go
aud dostioy your absurd potibion, and learn in fulure to stick to facls,
You may as well eat Mr, Forbes” Drnfl, ay otherwiso you will have fo
eal your own. words as suro as you sbiwd there, Now as you look shul
up, we will adjourn for the prosent.

Ewit Cool Clwiliam, Ilot Plunter calls for « peg, and feels ag small
as his physique will pormit.—Indiun Field, Mareh 10, 1860,

NUVLDEA PLANYTERS.

————_—

To the Kditor of « The Indian FPleld”

DuAr Bm,~Some hidrod villagers hiave eomplained to Magistrales
and Depuly Magisteates of (he vuirages commitiod on thom by the plan-
tors, and havo impleved for proloction; Lut all have heen sont away,
Lheir complaints have been disregarded as not worlh while listening to.
Ono of my informantis told me, that Mr. Sibbald, of Nondonpors, com-
fmted his downeast brothors, saying they did not know lhow to subdue
these Bongalaes, and that hoe would show thom low to do il. Accord-
ingly, he and anothor plantor set out (at the boginning of Jonuoty of
this year) with a mullitude of latlials and sposrsmen, drummors (I {or-
bear giving nmumbors, as I cannof porsuade myself 1o believo in them,
for it Lordets almost on fabulousnoss), and camo to the village of
Balicora. Afler a shoib display thers, and aftor throwing down & number
of Rupoes to the lattials and drummers, the processiot went through
the neighbouring villagoes of Bhiterparah and Toronipoor, and thence to
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the neighbouring villago of Moliapoota, the inhabitanls of which have,
to a grort degreo, gono elong with tho people of Pathorghatn and
Gobindoporo.  An extrnovdinary splay, thorefore, was necessary hore,
Undor the greal treo, before tho village, the company halted, and had
dancing and drmnming for aboul two hows,  The display wos a gpeat
one, for the numbor of lattinls and other adherents of the plantcis had
in the mean time greafly inereased. And, bosides the two Sahibs on
horscback, there were other Lorsomen (Dewang and Naibs of several
facloriog had joined the company). Ilenco ihoy proces ad to Phool-
pares, an out-factory of Tlarra, Ilure the sclect omes of tho company
got a splendid dinner (country grog even was provided), and the rest of
them got o {iffin (phalar), The same nightl, or the next morning before
day-lneak, tho lattinls had to attack the adjoined stubborn villages of
Pathorghata and Gobindopore, Whon the people of these two villages
heard of it, ono amongsl them went on horseback io Shutti, close to,
Pheolparee, in ordor lo ascertain how many lattials weie there collectod ;
and affer he had learnt that 5,000 (say one 1,000, or cut even one cipher)
Iaitin]s woro rendy {o atinck their village, he rode back to Pathorghais,
and advised the peopls to fles with their wives and children, But the
men of the village insisted on remaining and offering the fiernest resist-
ance, saying they wore determined to kill at least half of them in the
ghreats, of their village. Tho lattials, hoaring of their determination,
refused to make an attnok, The darogah also (who fiest wantod to flee,
bt the peoplo prevented his deing do), T was lold, wrote or sent & mes-
sage to tho planters, snying, if thoy wished 1o stick up o bambno, some
five ot six men should come over for the purpose, bub o host of laitials
was nob nocossary,  IT a fight wero to take plage, he would boin a very
awleward position, Thus tho orviginal plan was abandoned, and the
following morning tho procession went on o Xaripama, where nothing
happoned (except thal a bamboo was stuck up and a demonstration of
power made by the drummers, &), for many of the people had fled
awey, Bul on their way back to Bivpore, la stand-up fight took place
bolwoon the villagers and the laltials in the presence of the Saheb or
Sahobs.  The latlials, howovor, had to flee in all divections, as the hard
bale-fruib and the havd clots reached farther than the spesrs, "They

were s numerous 8y bho lcaves of Vallombrosn. Nevertholess, the
L}
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axpedition was to many villagos & powerful demonsiralion thal the plant-
ers are the supreme and invsponsible governas of the country; the
people were cowet theraby inlo subjeclion.

S, as mentioned abuove, mony new villages continue to complnin,
but me not listoned to by the Magistrote, but reguived lo bring wil-
nesses of the Lruth of their complaint. Foncy hundreds of villayes,
and thousands and thousunds of people, nol knowing ewch other, and
still complaining of one und the sume thing, and considering that
eaoh village can only complain and witness thelr own syfferings, 4. e,
the people ave sufferers, plaintiffs, and witnesses in one, and have got
no other oul-of-door wilness except thetr oppressors, the planters and
the misgionuries, who are loo mulicious fo be heard | Fanoy all
these peopls ave sent homs, back inlo thely oppressors’ hands, on the

_plew of huwving got no witwess 11 Ilas ever any nalion on ewrth
been plagued with these people ?

The most unfortimate ol the villages are Pathorghata and Cobindo-
pore. It is mow nemly hnif o year since thoy are running about seok-
ing for protection, Hundreds of lattials are in constont rowdiness {o
attack Lholr villages, Outingos are also committed, cows iaken
nway, &6 Some fivo or six of the peoploe have buen kidnapped months
ago, and ean on no aceount b recoverad ; nor aro wo sure whother Lhey
ave alive o all.  "Tha pooplo of the villages are never for one mément
sure of their lives and property.

Tho Magistrate over turned a deal cor unto thony, wntil at last the
planters canght the peopls in a trap, and gave the Magistrate a plea to
sontence the fivsl peopla of the villages to imprisonment, or a heavy
fine (the particulavs I will give anothor time, for, malicions asT an, T
know thom exactly from disinterested partios). Now tho plantors have
got & frosh handle.  They havo convinced the Magistrate that they ave
o dveadful sot of blood-thitsly snvages, Wow false complaints are
instituted againsl them, as if' they wero about to lool the villages of
Howlia and Natna for having given in to the planters; hnd swvon  you
will hear that they will complain of them ol having aclually looted i,
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while on the self-sme duy the planters’ latiials will lool Pathorghala
und Gobindopore, and when the people complain to the Magistrate,
their complaint will appenr a false counter-complaint againgt the plant-
er, and the wise Magistrate will tell them, “ Al ! you won't ealeh me /"
and afresh sonionce them to imprisoument or heavy flne, for these are
the planters’ ways,

And Magistrates know it as well as I do ; and still they allow plant-
ars to decoive them again. I at loast hope with the good “Saxon,” it is
want of capncity and not of justice, Whon, some months ago, I
admonished a planter, bofore a Buopean Government officer, and related
somo instances of opprossion and intrigne practised by the planters,
within my own personal knowlodge, ““ Oh ! that's nothing at all,” he said ;
I will tell you an instance where the Magistrate was bought out and
onl” He said there was a planter who wanted to loot a certain villags,
because the peoplo would not enter into a contract with him ; he there-
fore had his own house looted by his own people, and some of his own
peoplo slightly speaved by his own people, and sont in all hasie for the
Magistrato 1o wibness himself what the savagos of the village had done.
Tn no time the Magisirato was present, condoling with his fiiend’s greal
misforbune, and a complaint in writing was sont to the Magistrate. No
sooner had the Magistrato gono again, than the planters’ latiials, all in
readiness, went and looled tho refractory village out and out. The poor
people, who did not know what had happened at the factory, and that
the Magistrato had becn thoro, the following day lodged a complaint
before the Magistrato against the planter for looting their village, and the
Wagistrate told them, “Ahl you won't catch me!” He was quite sure
their complaint was o false oross-action, So it has happened to the
Pathorghata and Gobindopore people, and shortly will happen again.
T also hear that the plantms have even suscceded in frightening into
subjoction the people of Howlia, on whoso account T had gone fo the
Commissioner, that they are now prepared to proceed into the station
to lay 8 complaint hoforo the Magistine, drawn up by the planters,
against me.  Bui if they will play such a divty trick to me, I will
maim them go through evidence. Tirst they Uied to frighten me by
puhlu, abuse, and thon by complaining Lo my Sociely and the Lishop,
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litlle knowing what a “orazed onthusiast ” like mysell ean do! Loth
withiout a socioly nnd a suvplice, but nol without merey and judgment.
And now inlriguos ave triod, as if that wore sulliciond to frighten or
dishoavien ma ! O no I Mr, Furlong must know I am far more than o
mere “ enthusiast” T am vondy to go to prison, for such & pood cause
like this, as listory shows, has novor beon accomplished, oxcopt it was
gtained by tho blood of God's sorvants, Tho slaves of the West Indics
have not been emancipated, until nol only one bul several missionaries
bad been maltreated and imprisoned.  Who, acquainted with that affair, -
does not remember the history of Mr. Burchell? While writing this T
receivo two letlors from tho interior, saying that tho districh aboul
Tathorghala, Gobindopore, Solo, and Pootimareo are in a slate of porfect,
anarchy, but I have alroady baen too long and my iime is up, s no
moro for Lhis lime, Oneo moro T beg you will kindly insert my lottor in
yaur noxt issue,

Yours faithfully,
¢, Bomwersc
Romaghat, in Camp, 15th February, 1860,

“ Tue Muriny” a1 OuruNoABAD~—Whon the planiers found that the
ryots of Bengal were delormined not bo lako advances or enler jnlo con-
tracts for tho eultivation of Tndigo uniil a romunerative price was offored,
thoe poliey whioch they marked ont for thomsolvos was, by means of
mendacious aggertions and falso rwmours of disturbancos, to {righten the
Government into giving somo order which they ecould garblo info an
expression of the desive of Government, that the old short-sighted policy
of gacrificing justico lo expedienay should continue, One of the first
falsohoods which their organ publishod was, thal, in consequence of an
order given to bis Polico by a Deputy Magistrate living at a distance of
200 miles from the scene of the alloged oceurrenco, the ryots of Qurung-
abad had rison ew masse, and driven tho planters out of the country,
ealling out that they were, in accordance with the orders of (Jovernment,
aboul o drive the Thnglish oul of Indis, Tho malicious {alsencss of the
statomont was solf-evident, and wo al once contradicted i, assuring onr



( 151 )

ronders that whataver had happened had been the immedialo and divesh
consequence of gross oppression, and nothing else,  We are now, through
1ho kindness of a friond, in tho cormectnoss of whose statemenl we can
fully rely, in o position to give our veadors o full and true account of
what actually happoened, from which it will be seen that the orders of
Govornmont had nothing whatever to do with the matler. We avo
furthor assured hy a gentloman residing within o few miles of the soeno
of this disturbanee, that no orders of Government have evor been heard
of in that neighbourhood.

It would appear that for a long time past the ryots on the Hstate of
Mr. David Andrews, o non-resident owner of Indigo Factorics, had been
most grievously oppressed by.a Mahomedan CGomashta, named Meor
Tuffuzznl Tlossein of Shabghatty ; thoy have boon compelled fo sow
Indigo on fictitious advances ; they did not mako any resistance to thed,
believing it to be their lob in common with all their other brother ryots
of Bongal : next, the lands which they had sown with other erops wero
ploughed up and sown with Indigo ; then the very paths to theifr houses
and their gardens wore ploughed up with Indigo : even this they boro.
Paking couvage ab Lhoir pationco, their oppressors proceeded to levy a
tax on their bullocks, plonghs, and carts ; and on every cercmony per-
formed in their honses, if a sufficiont wedding-fee wag notl forthcoming,
tho newly-married brides were forced out on 1o tho plain and mado to
weod tho Indigo fiolds, Ablast the provorbial piionce of the Bongal
ryols would sland it no longor; thoy went and complained to My Rice,
the Manager at Kalapaneo Factory. He roplied that he highly bom-
mended the proveedings of his gomashta, They noxt appealed to Mr.
Moelood, tho Head Motussil Manager of tho Concern, and a gentleman
generally known to e as kind aud considerato ns tho oscupation of Indigo
planting will permit, e, instead of calling in the Polico to inguire into
theso charges proceeded himself to hold an inquiry, took iho deposition
of the complainants, and susponded the gomashta., Before, however,
{inishing his inquirics, he had to come down to Caleutia, and before
going re-instated the Meor Sohib, the rufflanly gomashte being loft
with no one 10" chock him, but Mz, Rice, who had hofore told the ryols
that ho approved of the manner in which ﬂ}‘uy wore oppressed, ab onco
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commenced his tyranny and axtovtion with re-doubled vigour, detormined
to retaliate upon the unforlunate ryots for his late susponsion. The
vyots despairing of oblaining justico, roso ag a body, and dotormined io
vid themsolves of their tyrant or die in tho attompl. Thoy collecled to
the number of 5,000, prococded lo tho factory of Ankorrenh, and gave
the gomashta, Tulluzzul Tlossein, o most severe and execedingly waoll-
deserved thrashing.  They proceoded to beal slightly some of the other
foctory servands, and then lefl without tonching a single articlo belong-
ing lo the planter. They never criod *oub with the Inglish” nnd
made no allusion even to orders of Government ¢ their only ery was “ out
with the Indigo planter end Indigo leef.” The inquivy, which was imme-
diately instituied, showed so cloarly Lhat tho procecdings of tho ryote
wora ontirely the result of provoention, that tho owner of the faclories
has ol onco compromixed tho enso, not having a log to siand on, My,
Rjge and Meof Tuffuzzul Flossein have been dischargod from his employ
all the servants aro to be replacod by a new sof of men ; the lands
which thoy had sown with thoir own crops, and which were aftorwards
re-sown with Indigo, have been rolurned to the ryots for thoir own use
all money proved to bo oxtorted is now Dbeing returned, and Mr, D.
Andrews has instituted furthor and private inquiries as {0 Lho opprossion
which has goaded his ryols inte aclivo vpposition,  Tf those factorios had
halonged to the Bengal Indigo Company, the ryols would have beon
thrown into jail, the Managor, would have had his salary ingreasod, and
tho Commissionor andy Magistrato would havo gone to dine, with the
Manngor, and havo condolad him over tho conduct of these * turbuiont,
rufiiang” ; but forbunately for those mon, the factories holongod to My, D,
Androws, and Mr, Maclood was his Manager, and henee in spile of all the
attempts of the Tndigo Planters’ Associntion fo ondeavowr to induco
them to make a cpso of it, tho ryots have rocoived justice, and the Tault
of the factory servauts has beon admilted by a compromise.

‘Wo hdve received information of a further outrage not 20 miles from
Ourungabad, but not in conncetion with the Ourungabad Coneern.  OQur
information is received from a trustworthy source, but as the onse is still
sud fidics, wditlo not at prosent give names, A man df the nato of
Juggobundoo Dutt, of the x;illa,ge of A, held his ville'mge in Dhur Putnoee,
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and as Dhur Putneedar granted an izara or farm of the village to a
noighlouring planter, the planter had no sooner got the farm, than, after
the usnal custom of his race, he procceded to commit every kind of
oppression, and ultimately refused to pay any of the vent of his farm, &
Juggobundoo, being unable to cope with the planter, granted & Se Putnee
of the village to & neighbouring rajah, and got him to send him some
men to protect him.  Upon this the “developer of tho matoerial
resources of the country * prodeeded to fulfil his mission by sending 400
armed men to the village of A, who attacked Juggobundoo’s house,
ill-treatad his female relatives, tearing their jewels and ornaments from
their persons, dug up the foors and walls of the houso, and carvied off an
enormous sum. of money ; and the unhappy Juggobundoo himsolf and
some other mon took them to the factory, and made his mehler offer
them the grossest and most revelting insult which it is possible to
imagine, and which we will not shock and disgust our readers with man-
tioning in detail, Juggobundoo was kept confined for some days, and
“then releascd on the sole condilion that he would not prosecute. The
onse is, howover, under onquiry, but the shame of Juggobundoo and the
monoy of his advorsary will, perhaps, save M, ——-- from the imprigon-
monb which he deserves, The enquiry has been grievously misconducted
in its proliminary singe, and tho culprit may escape ; bub the sensation
which it has caused throughout the district will not subside for many a
long day, Vet with outrages such as these constantly occmrring, people
are found to expross astonishment at the hatred of the people to the
planters as a body, and at the fear and dread which seize the planters on
the slightest symptom of indopendence amongst their ryots,

If the Ournngabad disturbance was exaggoerated, what shall we say of
the Kishnaghur, Jessore, and Baraset “rapine, mwider, plundor, and
arson?”  All the “burni-down factories” rosolve themsclves into the
parlial burning of a small shed near the Khajorresh Factory. This
burning down of gut-houses by the planter lo gob up & cose against hia

,ryobs is such a torribly stale doilgo, that we are surprised at a planter in
these days of refined fraud and perjury having recomse to such an
excoedingly comsa and clumsy cxpediont.  'I'he thing was so trangparent,

that we before staled our belief that the plantors’ own poople would prove
20
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o be Lho incenclinties, and we now have il raported offivially, nol by a
prejudicod Magistrale, but by the official whom lonst of all the Nuddea
planters could charge with prejudice agninst themn—~—we mean the Com-
missioner of Nudden. Tho Dbands of latiials roaming through the
counlry, of whom aven the Friend of Serampore igin & fright, nro equal-
ly mythieal, The ryols won't tale advances, honeo they are © mulinous
In Kishnaghuwr tho ryols bent drums, and eaused the hourts of Aoty
opprossors to palpitate. In Jessoro thoy latighed at the naibg and olyhited
the amecns. In Boraset thoy moved neither hand nor foot, but $imply
withdrew their ambassadors from the planters’ Court,—ninoe il ladh-
rymee.  If the ryots did gather togother, il was for self-dofenco from ilte
attacks of the planlers, an apprehension which Mr. Groto beligves to be
groundloss, but of which we are nol so sure, judging from tho course
which the Zurkgry reminds his friends Lo pursuo,

i .

The beating of the “respeclable young mon” in the employ of the
respectable Bongnl Indigo Company was a facl, and My Groio says
it was “wnwarrantablo and bold” Bold it was doublless, as the ryots
must havo known thal, whethor thoy were acting purely in self-delonco
or nol, they ware, in virlue of their position as residents of the Nudden
district, cerlain of six months' imprisonment according to the Lye-laws
of the zillah: whether ib wos unwarraniable in the ryots to prevent a
stranger sccompanied by 2& hirod rufflans from enlering wpon their
ficlds to take possession thoreof Is anothor matler, ahout which thore
apponr to o two very difforent opinions. IHowever, the planters have
gained twa important concessiong~—lhey hava gol the Commissioner
to lond them polico peons to holp to sow the Indigo, and they have got
Glovornment to fasue an order—which is vaguo onough—ito nflord the
planters an oponing for convorling it inlo an order to tho ryols to sow
undor penally of imprisonmont, 1f the ryols follow onr advice, they
will bo magnanimous atd sow this yenr ; next yoar their course is clear,
not {o go near the factorios until they nve offored tho price they domand.
They have got the Governmeni, order, PIAT T 1S OPTIONAL WITI, RY-
OTH L0 TAKE ADVANCUEE, AND TO ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR INDIGO,
OR ROT 10 DO 80, A5 THEY MAY THINK BESE FOR TURIR OWH INTER-
BYTS,
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Thoy havo now thoir Magna Charter as well ns the planters; they can
afford this yosr to he generous, and Lo return good fur evil to tho wreleh-
od cowards who lremble at the sound of a tom-tom in the hands of those
ryols to whom they have so lang, necording Lo tlieir own nccount, slood
in loto paventis—Indian Fickl, March 17, 1860.

{

P'rr InpIGo AFFPATR.~Tt apponis that a great deal more noise has beon
mado and alaym excited by the first reports of the Kishnaghnur riols, than
facts now elicited would justily. Boyond n. fow bruises on the persons of
a couple of Indigo assistants, who were personally engaged inan affvay, no
serious accidents have taken plage Lo warrant the language of a contemn-
poroxry o [ow days age. It has, morcover, boen suggested, if nol broadly
asserted, that these gentlemen got so roughly used in the exceution of an
unlowful purpose, and should be thavkful for coming in for nothiug
worge.  Whalever the particulars of Lhe affair—of whick we hopo shorlly
1o bo hobler informed throngh the efforls of the parties principally con-
corned-—we have to congratulate them on the prompl ablention which
their ropresentntions have roccived from the authorities, and the equally
prompl mannor in which they have boou neted.  To By, ITorschol is due
tho eredit of having visited the leading rioters with deeisive punish-
ment, and of linving deall effeetnally with & movomoent which, although
of no sorious nspoel b first, might, if nol checked by summery measures
ab tho very ouisel, have disorganized the whele counlry, In the
intoresls of ovder so seriowsly threatoned, no applipation of [urco could
be oo early; and however we might have {elt on the score of humanity
on the cxercise of soverities among a population ordinaily so well dis-
posed, it would have been owr duty to uphold the mensures of Govern-
menb for thoe restorabion of lranguillity. Tt s, aceordingly, a veliof {o
our minds, that Mr, TTorschol was not pub Lo thoe necessity of calling oul
the Military Police, as ho throatonad the villagers in one of his proclamna-
tiong,

We would take the opporbunity of urging that it is as well Lo accept
theso risings as sighs of the times. | Tt is not usual for a population any-
where to assuma u hostilo attitude towards thoso regarding whom their
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feolings of vespeet and submission are halilual and {raditionary, unloss
thay aro under strong and long continued inducements to the countrarvy;
and tho thing is almost impossible in the Bongal ryot, so born as he seems
{o slavery and its horitages. Those to whom the charge is given might
now seriously think of measures o improvo his condition, his malerinl
prosperity, as tho means of amcliovating his social position, Notwith-
standing all that has beon asserted of his sloth, his dishonesty, and gener-
al bad character, we oan conceive him woro easily led to his intorests by
practical efforts to do him good, to render him happy and contented
with hig lot, (nota very onviable onc among other peasaniries in the
world,) than the invariable resorl lo the punchum-hufium. We have,
therefore, noticed with pleaswe, that ab & mocting of some of the leading
planters in the Nuddea district, held the other day at Shikarpove, the
sibjoot of ro-considering the rates of advancos for the cultivation of Tn-
digo, with reference to the high prices of food and wagoes of labour, was
mootod. Some such concessions will be extremely popular at the prosent
moment, with the advantage of being highly politig—-Phonix,

S

TTIE BRGINNING OF TTE END,

AANARAIAANARAAR AR,
,

Ivnrgo Commssion—We give a prominont insertion to the follow-
ing Petition of the Byitish Tndian Association, as it breathos & very pro-
par tone, and is pervaded by an earnest desive to soo justice done to
all parlies :—

To Tur HoNoUrAnLE J. P. GRrANT,
Tidewt.~-Governor of Bengal.
The ITumble Pelition of the
Byitish Indian Associalion

SxowETH,~—That your Petitioners have viewed with much concern
the contest which has sprung up within tho Jast few months between tho
ryots and planters engaged in the cultivation and manufacture of Indi-
go in Kishnaghur and other distriols in Lower Bengal, '
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Tho contest hns, within the last few weeks, assumed a sorious aspect,
and things have approached to n orisis ; which is mueh to be lamented,
thongh your Petitioners have good reasons to holieve that the accounts
5311b1ished in the newspapeis are greatly exaggorated, and they have not
been surprised to perccive such fo bo the case fiom tho 1eport of the
Commissioner of the Nuddes Division,

Your Petitioners cannot view tho contest in any other light than as a
natural struggle between Labour and Capital, and as such, its sottlement
ought, they are of opinion, to be left to the operation of economical laws,
uninterfered with by the Government or Legislature on any side,

But circumstances have arisen, your Pelitioners rogret to state, which
cell for the interference of the authorities. Both paities have appegled
to the Government for intercession and aid, and both ave loud in declax-
ing the truth and justice to bo on their side. TFurther, it has been de-
clared on behalf of Indige planters, that inaction on the part of Govern-
raent may load thom * o tako the nw into thoir own hands,” and it has
over beon eircumstantially stated that “ planters (al Kishnaghur) are
engaging sailors in Coleutla” as & preliminary measure against such a
contingency. As a confirmation to the above, yowr Petitioners observe
certain Indigo planters of Kishnaghur stating in an official letter of
theirs to the Secretary to their Association ab Caleuntts, that, failing
altenlion from Govornment, “we must exdeavour to do what is best for
oursolves,” This, if true, indicates astate of things fmught with danger to
the peace of the distriet, and 1equives, in the judgment of your Petition-
ers, {ho prompt attention of Government,

Your Petitioners do not pretend 1o judgo between the two contending
parties, and emphatically disavow hostility to oithor. They, howeves,
feel peisuaded, that the question ig surrounded by such difficulties by
reagon of the strong porsonal interests involved in it of hoth the parties,
that withoul a public and efficient onquiry, it will be hopeless, your
Petitioners helipve, for Government as well as the public at large to arrive

« ub o correct and impartial solulion in regard 1o il.



( 158 )

Thera are Lwo suljjocts connected with the eultivalion of Indigo, whie
your Politioners think, above all obhers particularly eall {or this enquit
Your Honour is awaroe thal among other things the lowdost complau
have been made by the ryots—whother with justico or not your I’ebmmﬂ
ors do nob feol competond Lo docide—against tho low ralos of remunors-
tion, compared Lo othor articles of enltivalion, cspeoially of rice, givon
far the enltivation of Indiga plani, and the system of advances in voguo
in the Indigo factorics of lower Bangal.

In 1836 yowr Dotitioners, in common wilh the ostimablo and philan.
thropic body of Protestant Missionarios of Bengal, prayed of tlie Govern-
ment, for a Commission of Jnguiry of the kind roferred to above. Tn
the presont prayer, however, thoy foel it o particular pleasnre 1o be allo
to stato thad they have the concnrence of the Burepean Plantors immo-
dintoly interested in the enltivation of Indigo, who, in their recenl Peti-
tion to your Fonour, have openly * conrted the fullest enquiries.”

A Commission of Enquiry of the kind prayed for has long leen desi-
derated. Whother s regards the inborests of the planters or thoso of
the ryots, a sonrching, pationt, and unbiassed enquiry hey been held o
L the only monos by which o brno solution of this intrieate and hinport-
aut question eon bo discovoered, and lhe renl character of the fuels so
vehomently fhigputed on hoth sides osinblishod, It is belioved (o De tho
golo moans which will abovo all solllo tho posilion of the ryot, who, has
boon unceasing in his complaints, and cleny up the fulure of British
ontorpriso in the inlerioy, the fusion of which with Natlive eapital and
industry is justly considered o ho the main security for the progress of
thoe counfy in maderial prosperity. .

Your Potitionors have observed wilh rogret, thal it has heon recom-
mended to your Honour to bring “spocial logislation ” Lo bear upon Bri-
tish entorprise in the Mofussil by way of encourpgemont. Much as your
Potitioners value British ontorprise in India——much ns they hope for the
inbroduetion of British eapilal, enorgy, and ekill into this land as the
pioneer of progress—much ns thay look to Huropean scisnce and ity

application {or the devolopment of thy inoxhaustible resonrces of (his*
A
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eountry—they would yel ieckon it as humilisting as disereditable to
Tritish Setilers, and unflortunate for the people, if those excellent
advantagos, which eannot be undervalued without gross positive injuatico,
could not be oblained withoul the- aid of “special legislation.”

Your Petitioncrs would, thoreloro, pray that your Ilonour may be
plensed to consider the proprioty of jssuing a Commission of Enquiry,
consisting of such a number of persons as your Honour may deem fit,
into the cullivation of Indigo in lower Bengal, with special refexonce to
the rales of vemunoration and the system of advances conneeled theve-
with,

And your Pelitioners, as in duty bound, shll ever pray.

(Signed) ISSURCHUNDER SING,
DBritish TIndian Associalion Rooms _,-l Ilonorary Secretony.
No. 8, Cossitollah,
The 22nd Murch, 1860, 5

Wao accord our hoarty supporl lo the prayer for a Commission of
Ténquiry into the working of the Indigo system. Tt is mosl reasonable,
md we trual it may be complied with,

A Commission of Enquiry appears in our judgmeont to he the most
Jjudiclous way of softling this vexed question. Though our sympnthies
are always with the opprossed, and not with tho oppressors, yet we should
ho grioved 1o see tho ryols driven by desporation and “sheor zooloom”
(ns the Iurkarw is obliged to admib in case of tho Owungabad popu-
lation) to commit agravian outrages, No spocial law can pormit meslers
{0 enforco contracts which are binding only on one party ; still less doos
it pormit them 1o forco thoir advances on ryots. The cause of Lhe
quarrel is, that the vyols refused fo {ake advances, and nol that lhey
fail to fulfil thoir contracts, The planiery demand laws which will
onablo thom 16" recover these forced advances summarily, and whioh will
muko it o penal offence for a black mon to be ndebted to & whito man,
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Tt s incumbent on tho Govornmont not onty lo prevent breaches of the
peace, bub Lo sift the whole iniguitous systom of “developing the
resourcos in the Mofussil.”

Tt will not Lo sulficient to cmploy Luropean iroops amd double the
force of jemadars, burkundazos, and chowkeedars in Kishnaghur and
Jessore, If the manufacture of Indigo be, as the Lioutenant-Clovornor's
letter, publishod elsowhere, conclusively shows, o foreed trade, no police or
legislation in the world will provent ils decline. That lotter is an
anthoritativo confirmation of all that has beon said against the Indigo

dystom, /

»

The Indigo problem demands a apeedy solution, An impartial Com-~
mission appears lo be Lhe best, if not only, moans of solving it. Ts enquiry
should embrace the operation of the whole systom-—its conncetion with
the Zemindary syslem snd tenures of land-—relation of labour with
capital—ihe connection of Indigo with other erops—the mode of giving
advances and working them out—and lastly, the necessity or otherwise
of enaoting n spocial Inw for the spesial protoetion of tho “unprolected ”

planter,

Since tho ahovo was in fyps, wo have leami that the Indigo Bill,
brought in by My Beonce at the Legisintive Council this morning, pro-
vides for the appointmont ofn Commission such as we have long advocat-
ed, and the British Indian Association havo prayed for. We understand
it is to bo of & mixed character, consisting of n Civilinn, o Nalive gen-
tleman, and & Merohant, o & Lnwyer, If tho Commission goos to work
in & proper way, it is sure to' allain tho olbjecls of its appointmont,—
Indiom Field, Maroh 24, 1800,

Y Srdik R S ————— % o

TIIE INDIGO BILL,

« Belvidere,” 28rd March, 1860,

“My pEAR Sconer,~I spnd you a fair copy of the Bill, which T think
will do for o first and second reading, probty well as it is. "T have tried to
introduce the alterations detormined on this ovening,
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“My rensons for 1'emmmnnding the Bill ave, in short, these t-—

“'Mhat there i grouad for balieving that & great commercinl calamity
is threatened, Ly the feeling which has snddenly manifested itself
amongsl. Indigo Ryols 1o repudinte their agreemonis lo cultivate,
ludigo, although advances have beon made to and accepted by them
only a short time ago, in the usual.manner, and upon the wusual
undersianding, namely, that they should cultivate Indigo for the
planters at the usual rates. I am myself of the opinion that the
Indigo cnltivators have, and long have had, great and increasing
ground of just complaint against the whole system of Indigo cultiva-
tion. But if thoy desired to break off their connection with that system
thoy should have done so before receiving the season’s advances, After
working off existing engagements for which they have received the
usual advance, they will have it in their power honestly to refuse™to
grow another plant of Indigo, unless it is made for their own intevest
to do so, It will be monstrous if they ave not allowed, not merely
Ly the theory of the law, but in effect, to exercise their legal and moral
right in thiy mattor. But thoy bave, in my opinion, no moral right,
antl certainly Chey have no legal right, to tnwn suddenly round upon
the planters, and with nothing to complain of now more than they
had hefore, to vefuse to do whas, up lo this moment, they have led the
planiers to expeel that they would do aceording f{o oustom snd
agreement. L conceive that, whether tho custort i good or bad, snd
whethor the agreement on the ryot’s pars be provident or improvident,
‘and whathor the general position of the ryot who grows Indigo be or
he not, for the time being, one of grent hardship, wno individual ryot
has a moral vight to broak his agreemont. And still less can T thinl
that a mass of ryols who have agreed and accepted advances in the
usunl mannor, have any moral right to combine for the purpose of
simullancously broaking their agreements in order to rmin the other
party,  Against such a combinalion, and for the purpose of saving
from ruin, if possible, a great commercial intovest, which, however falss
its position mny long have beon, has cortainly done uothing to the
infury of tho vyet sinco the last advinees were made and accapted in
asual eourde o fow wocks ago s il appenrs toame that o lew giving a

' 2 .
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rery summary, bub still a fair tiis], and inflieling ponal damages on the
wrly, who aflor o fair triul i found to be detopmined wilfully to Lroak
iig engagetent,—is hoth justifinble and proper, The draft of o law
vhieh I onclosy oes no more than this, Bul I e of opinion that no
aw thal could be [ramed regarding Tndigo-planting ol the prosent
noment should be more than tempornry. Mspecially, T think, ihat no
aw in the intorest of the plantor could, al tho- prosent moment, bo
1onestly proposed, which should have any offect beyond the season
aow running on. We all of ws know that the system is full of abuses
[f we had ngver hoard o word about Indigo-planting since we arrived
n India ; if thero wag not upon vecord a singlo case of abuse on tho
part of an Indigo plantor or a zeminder (and in this vospect I desire
10 draw no invidious distinetion between ono elass and another), the mere
‘ach of the exislence of tho present difficulty would in itsolf prove that the
system is votten, and that tho rottenness consists in this, that in prac-
rge the ryob is made to sel like n slave, not like o froe man, Under
a Wholesome and [alr system of trade, there must be in all doaling
botweon two partios mutual gain, or ab least the hope of mutual gain,
and both partios to overy doaling must be frec agonts. If, thoreforo, the
Indigo-planting trade wore in a wholesome and fair slade, and nn oqual
law ware practieally applieedlo Lo tho rich and to the poor in dealings
betweon planior and ryots, it is cortain that the vyot would be ag much
afraid of the manufaclurer nel bhuying his plani, as olemorouy for & spe-
cial law on hig side, @ tho manufacturer is afraid that the ryet will nob
ouliivale ond supply him with enough of the plant, and clamorous for
spooial law on his sido. ‘We sco that the preseni siruggle on tho parb
of the vyots is to avoid tho cullivation of Iudigo, Ifrom this it is .
corlain that ryols who cultivale Indigo are forced to do so by illegiti-
matoe coorcion, The samo men who fight for the privilege of cultivating
o field with rico for sale in the opon market, ave now almost in rebollion,
in order 1o oseape tho enlemily of cultivating a field with Indigo for
solo (if sole it can Do called) to the planter,

N

| Thero wtst bo o thorough inquiry into the whole system. Thore
would have been such an inquity long age, I believe, it peoplo had not
nera afbeid of Lringing on, such u erisis as has vow ovowrred, The sys-
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tem was such, that sooner or Jatler a crisis was cerlain: it has now come
in the natwral course of things, and Lhere s no longer an excuso for
shirking the disolosure of the disense and the application of the remedy.
For these roasons I could rccommend no law other than a tomporary
law, and no law of any sort unless its promulgation Lo {he ryots may
be accompanicd with s promisc of full and thorough inquiry into past
practice, and thoreafter of a well-considorod law, which shall afford, prac-
tically, equal and complete protection to tho ryot as well asto the
planter,

Yours sincerely,

J, P, GRANT.

[The result of the above letter has been the
Act XI, of 1860, entitled “dn def fo enforce the
Sulfilment of Indigo Contracts and fo provide for the
Comamission of Bnguiry.” 'The only redceming fon-
ture of this law is the provision for a Commission,
of finquiry, and ib is to be hoped this Bnquiry will
compensate for the injustice and hardship which ibs,
arbitrary provisions are in the Ifighest degree
caleulated to inflict on the poople. "But if tempo-
rary present sufferings will set the ryots free [rom
the same for all future time under the British rule,
they will, the writer can state from his personal
knowledge of their feeling, gladly undergo the incar-
ceration and losses for double the period of that io
which this Special Law has deomed them.— Compiler. ]
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[ Siuea the abure awas in fype, the following eppeared in “the
Indiun Field,” illustrative of the nature of the conlraels subsisting
between Indigo Pluniers and Ryvls.]

To the Rditor of “the Indian Field."

DeAR Sir,~—Tight yoars agoe, when T still lived ab Solo, my old
mission-gtation, and whon My Hills,—whoso Concern My, Forlong
now manages—was about to sceare Lo himsolf the noighbouring
talooks, the munduls of theso villages came 1o mo in bodies of ten
twenty, and oven upwards to filly men in a body, bogging vory hard
.of ma {o tnka these fow talooks around me, i order o save them
from indigo oppression.  They woro, in ense [ would do so, vendy to
raise half tho amennt of the sum wanted for the purchase of the
talBoks amongst thomselves, and make il over o mo as pure prosent,
which, indeed, they would have done, simply to cscape indigo op-
pression, Some of the talookdnrs themsolves too sent word to me,
saying I should takoe their talooks, AL Inst all the tntooks (under
what circumstances T cannot montion in o lottor) were sceured by the
Nischindipore Concern,  The ryols were awo-struck,

Thosa who mtil then had nover sown indige, ur vory little, (Lhe people
of Meliaputia, Patherghnta, mid Gobindepore)) again eame o bog me lo
proteel them from tho opprossion thal was to come wpon them, and
which I at tho timo did nol onderstand s T do now.  'When the plant-
ord Flem'd that the mundnls had beon with mo, he, as their now rajah
(kinlg) fined, 4. e, took by forco from overy ono of thom, as o punishment
for having gono to ibo padreo, & sum of monoy of upwords of tweniy-
five rupees 11 Lhis, of course, put & stop o their, coming 1o me any
longer, and they wore obliged 1o take advances for tho first timo and for
the last, (for sinco that time they, with porhaps somo exceptions, nevor
gob any,) and were doomed to sow indigo for evor, and that at their own
enormous exponse, and to thoir own loss and rain, The Christians, however,
(of the Meliaputta village) would not yield so casily, as they thought
it my duty to protect them against opprossion. Not awafe at tho time
of the mwful sort of oppregsion, I advised them to sow a little indigo,
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tolling thom to considor that the planter had taken the talook merely
for the indigo's sake. But thoy, knowing better than myself, would
nol on any account consent to sow. 'The planter, all the while,
as b mattor of course, believed that the padree was dissuading them,
Ono day, when 1 left my stalion {o pay a visit fo s distant Brother-
Missionnry, Mr. G. Smith, availed himself of the opportunity, came
in all haste to the Moliaputta village, and told the people that he would
“in a momont destroy their village,” if they did not sow indigo. Thus the
ryols were obliged to soy they would, and forthwith the advances wore
forced wpon them for the first time and for the last. For why should a
planter repeat the advancos to such ryots that have bocome his own ten-
ands or serfs ¢ All ke wants Is, to have all the names of hiz tenanis )
down in his contract book, After this little procoss is over, the ryot is
said to have mide contract, and considered bound io sow indigo all his
life—without ever getting fresh advances. Nay, this sort of contifict
is not ovon dissolvable with the decease of hoth the planter and the
ryols.  The new plantor, as o malter of cowse, considers the son of the
doecased fathor bound o sow indigo all his life-time, without repeating Lhe
coremony of making contract,  Nay, I know cnses where already grand-
sons hove inherited a so-called indigo contract down from their grand-
Tathers ; and as they all the while had the iden ag if ihe planters and
the Company wore identilios, thoy, as good snbjocts, quietly submitted
to i, and for an oconsional groan they were, punished and publicly slan-
dered and libelled by the newspapors and even in zeports of missionary
sociotios, ([ cun navor forget that the Juwrkuru should heve boen able to
quote whole passagos from the Baptist Missionary Society’s Secrelary, M.
Undorhill's report in favour of the planters and ngaint the ryots! and as
a nogation of what & missionary with his own eyes has wilnessed for
years.) “But T must proceed lo deseribe the process of making contract
in the village Poolimary close to my old compound, and of which the
plantor is not the landlerd.  This happened aftor the urra Factory wag
bonght by the Nischindipare Concern (for before this happened never a
single yyot complained to me of any manager of that factory or its joint
factory over at Chundraghat). One day, namely, the first munduls—
gomo of them the landlords of my mission premises anct Christian little
village—of Tootimary came to me, along \xibh gome Christains, eryimg
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and - gnying, lo-day they had, for tho fusl time in their 1ife, been
dishpnoured, 4, ¢, benion, The sahob of tho TTurra Factory had been
the village and offored them advances, Whon Lhoy vefused tuking
oo s thraw the rupees down to their fool, nud when-they would not
pick thom. up, the sehob obliged them to do so with his whip, Bub as ]
wag then nob yel fully gware of the Nischindipore systow, (nor was it sc
“bad, it must bo confussed, as it is now, nader tho special care of il
prosoni lead manager,) wonld nob interefore, ond they were lefh tc
their miserable fate,  Ouly aboud cight rupeos, foroed upon some pom
Christians who held neither jumma lands, nor had any ploughs or cows,
ab tho time, T obliged the planter to lake back. Now to return to Me-
lia,pubbcu: To those mon who al tho day of concluding contract arc
vhob al, home, advancos for cortain beagahs woro gont lo thewn, and their
names onlered into the blue-book without any curomony at all.  One of
them was o respeotable but poor Chyistian. Three rupeos wore sont to
him as an advanco fov one hoogal and a hall, When the moncy was
given to him, he said, “now we aro dono for, and called his son, born o
him that day, Neolmony, 2. e, indigo poatl, " By and bye his ono beegah
mul Lo hall were incrensed Lo three, (2. ¢, factory boogahs, bub Ave ?ﬂg}}};n-
tiltwy heogahs were measuncd awny,) v.;ﬁlwub advanco,  last yetr he do-
lwa;ecl 18 enrts of indigo, which at the factory woro monsured into 12
bundl;as, for which he got o'y 2upees 8 Tlow much of this tho factory
sorvanty aﬂowdﬂ him to take 1o his home, 1 forgot, but tho necoun, of
his oxpensns it befora mne, cuud amounts to Co's rs, 17-5. But you st
1eme}nberlga? got off casiest. T havo got before ma 400 other accounts
tlm.t will shook any one. Now a good number of such poaple, and othors
lm hinve betn sufforing infinitoly more, arve just now imprisoned et Da-
moorhqodglna, noax Nischindipoor, with thoir feet in the stock, and tortured
in soveral waysio ake them confess Lo having inken advancos. - Thoso
who can arc willing 1o pay tho heavy fines enactod, lut thoy are not
accepled ; others who ocannot pay, willingly go o jail, but from them
oney is wanted, or a proraise o sow indigo.
* In haste
Yorrs faithfally,
Y C. BOMWREISCH.
Suptipore, T7th April, 1860.
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A MISSIONARY AND TUE PLANTLRS.

L i - 4
To the ]fd/mj g}wf the “ Bengal Durhar.”

S1m,~The Doily Presd 'hme, eing all on the side bf tho Indl® Flant-
ing intenests, announce fhat pesce and order are pievailing nm.!?ll-tb'" 4
Inchgo Districls, with fow excoptions, I Nave information of a different
Wind howover, and from 4r ustworthy sources: it is a peace procured by
tho dungeon and the slocks—by Magistratos pandering {o the intefesis
of planters, the Magstralo gots goad clieer in the Planters’ house: of course
ho is not wagrateful enough o give o decision in faveur of the vyot, which,
besides, would bring on Lim the abusc of tho Caleutta Pross. ’1!’;1 ihjust
deads of cerlain Magistiaies are noted and i due time will'éme to
light. .

A “roign of tewwor” cxists in carlain distxicts. Fti.etory godowns, had®
ihey ears, could toll sad accounts of the sufforings of 1yots. Yo, sir,
certain planters can make use of Black Holos &5 well as Suraja Dowln
did, whilo the violation of their danghters will teach ryots h%vﬁ thoy
conl Jlazm of the Indigo sahib,

T
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. may sny, six, "oh ! the Commission will investigate this, Thdg‘bl i
o,; Wor, sir, tho stocks and the black lcles, are rapidly drillin ;m‘fqts
never gl any tlme poqsoqscd of Lmuagc,?finto .%lmwe 4 ryol's hﬂ; il

Cnmmlsamu, the well apphqd lribes a,ucl tho black holo wﬂl 1
rybt lostify o any thing the planter wxshaq and the Gommlsslgf
in cliciting taitth.

Lot me aslk you,~Ts an Austrian policy to bo earvied out ml‘hhgg goun~
try? ‘Wohavo already the Leginning of if, and "Mr. Wilson may yat bo thg ’
Radeztky of India. Elels well ntentionodybut ho is nllowmg himsol{
drifi on with the Caleutta cuiront.
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