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“BortoNy HiuL, Ipswrren, | "
20th August 1867

I was much grieved to hear that my old friend
" and teacher Prem Chandra Tarkavagisa was dead.
I shall always remember him with great respect and .

affection. He was a surely great scholar, and Ilook -

back with deep interest to my intercourse with him?



He was a trily-learned man, and he loved learni'ﬁ-g
for its own sake. I wish exceedingly that I had had

‘his Photograph, and I deeply regret that I neglected
. it while it was in my power to get one, * » * =

E. B. CowzrrL.”

eaw fys FIwAfE RaniEs Az Age
FIBIA AT AT WA @ 9T 77
fafanferas Sizims fegne fary B9.© a%q (-

CAMBRIDGE,
| | April &th, 1892,
" MY DEAR FRIEND,— | o
- Your kind letter and your most interesting me-
moir of Prem Chandra Tarkavagisa quite affected
me when I received them. They overpowered me
with a flood of old memories, They carried me back
to the Sanskrit College, and to the Alankira Class
Roum nearly 30 years ago;—it all returned to my
mind as fresh as if it had been yesterday &ce., &c.,
- &e. I thank you most sincerely for sending me these
copies of your memoir. I have sent copies to Dr.
‘Weber and to Dr. Rosh, the two most eminent Sans-
krit scholars i Germany and I have given some to
our English Sanskritists, &e., &ec., &c., &e., of course
"in England we have not such opportunities of
- studying Alankara. Our attention is more given to
the Rig Veda and to Panini ; still every scholar feels
the fascination of Kavya. &c., &e., &e., &e. I often
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quote those beautiful lines in the Hitopadessa to
English classes and never without awaking their
interest.

“Two fruits of heavenly flavour

Grow e’en on life’s bitter poison tree,

The friendship of the noble heart

And thy rich clusters, Poetry 1"

* * % &

I always hope that some- year I may spend a
cold season in Calcutta again before I die, see the
Sanskrit Colllege and renew the old days. I have
tried to put my feelings into a Sloka which 1 ven-

ture to put into this letter. |
fagraay fasataa: ®
&1 9 fAsrairafy |
FTE 9 Saf FEqfaa
faawat Seaat fung |

Thanking you once more for sending me the

M emoir.
I remain,
Yours very sincerely,
E. B. COWELL
To

PANDIT RAMAKSHAY CHATTERJEE,
101, Taltola Lane, Caléutta.

L
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Tae EDITOR or teE “PUNDIT.”
SIR, __
 As anything connected with Sanskrit Litera-
ture can claim 1nsertion in your celebrated journal,
the death of one, who was in the foremost rank of
the Hindu literary world, whose” name is familiar
to Sanskrit scholars, European and Indian, and who
has left behind him his wnrk;s, which are valuable

to Sanskrit students, should be prominently noticed
®in it, | |
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Pund1t Prem Chandra Tarkabagish, late Prufesﬂor
of Rhetoric in Sanskrit College, Calcutta, is dead.

" This event took place here on the 25th day of last
month. - .

The Hindu republic of letters has thus lost one
of its illustrious constituents. His death has made
& gap in 1t, not easy to be filled.

For want of detailed information relating to - the
career of the learned pundit, we give in a few words
a few general facts of his life, He was a Kulin
Brahmin of Bengal, an jnhabitant of a village in the
- district of Burdwan, He received the rudiments of
his edueation under private teachers ; but he learn-
ed the higher branches of literature in the Sanskrit
College, Calcutta, in the days of Professor Wilson.-
‘He was a favourite scholar with the Professor, as he
used to tell us, and won his esteem by his proficiency
in Gramimar, and by translating Bengali Passages
into Sanskrit verse, when the Professor only expect-
‘eft & version in Prose. An anecdote is preserved of
his college days, ‘which shows that he was Very .
quick in College Examinations, It was a rule with
him to give in his papers before all other Examinees.
It happened in one examination that while Professor
Wilson was expecting to receive his papers, another
pupil gave him his own. Without glancing even on
this paper, the learned Professor immediately went
to Prem Chandra fo ask the cause uf his unusual

H T TYT T 1 1T P - wa
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There was many candidates for the much-coveted
post, and Prem Chandra was one of them. Professor .
Wilson rejected all other candidates and appointed
his favourite scholar, Prem Chandra, to the post.
He honourably occupied the Professorial chair for
*30 years, After this period he retired from active
ife, and for the last two or three years he passed
his days here with a view to close his life in this
sacred spot. This object he obtained.
_ The literary merits of modern Pundits in general
 become known to the public by their controversies
in assemblies, or by their lectures to their pupils.
They seldom devote their time to literary writing.
The best opportunity of showing their literary
talents 1n writing would be when they are to present
some verses tosome great men as BRajas or Princes,
or when they are to give their judgments (vydvastha)
in writing. Thus the fame of a Pundit often does
not travel beyond his neighbourhood, and dies av#a;}
with him ; or if 16, in some particular case, does not
vanish so soon, being preserved through local tradi-
tion, friends or pupils, it lasts only a generation or
two after him. DBesides, the want of literary produc-
tions-of the Pundits prevents the public from for-
ming any judgment on their merits after death,
But such i3 not the case with the . illustrious subject
of our writing. The public has not to form any
judgment from the reports of his friend or pupils,
for he has transmitted to us his works to prove his
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chair, but he used his pen when in his closet ; and
hence we enjoy the fruits of-those labours.

He has not left for ug any poetical compositions,
for we have enough of that species of writing.
Neither has he left for us theological or polemical
controversies, for, in these days, they are thought®
$00 useless to be read. He has left us a useful kind
of writing. He has left us commentaries on difficult
poems and dramas. His first essay in this branch of
writing, after his academical career, we learn, “a
commentary on the first 11 chapters of Naishadha,”
He did not finish the remaining chapters. His
other principal works are commentaries on the
“Kévyadarsha,” on the “Réghava Pandaviy4,”

the “Murdri Nétaka,” and on the “Uttara Réma-
charita.” His minor works are his commentaries on
a few chapters of the “Raghuvansha,” on the eighth
chapter of the “Kumaéra,” and his notes on “Sakun-
tala,” &ec., &c. Besides these, he edited numerous
works for the public in the Bibliotheca Indiea.

In none of these works is he guilty of the charge
~ laid down in the following two lines;—

“Commentators each dark passage shun,

And hold a farthing rush-light to the sun ;”
—a charge of which even Mallinatha is guilty in
some places of his works,

This is a hurried account of the life and writings
of Pundit. Prem Chandra Tarkabagish, A little
time and proper investigation would bring much

anntoractirer raatrtron o T1ee s & ML -~ ot el mweed w1 o
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tives of the Pundlt should furnish the public, more
detailed account. "

The day has not come when Indian Boswells will
write lives of Indian Johnsons, but the time has
certmnly arrived when notices of eminen$ persons
shnuld be handled in newspapers and journals,

It 1s & sacred duty to embalm the memoirs of
the illustrious dead, and it was a sense of this sacred
duty that urged the writer of this, a dutiful pupil.
of the deceased, to bring before the public this short
account of one who, as a commentator, the first of
this age, falls not behind the much celebrated
Mallinatha. |

| A B »
BENARES,

The 1st May 1867,

THE “HINDU PATRIOT”
The 22nd Moy 1867.
THE LATE PUNDIT PREM CHANDRA TARKABAGISH.
[ A Biographical Sketch. ]

SANSKRIT LITERATURE has lost one of its bright-
est ornaments and a most devoted votary in Pundit
Prem Chandra Tarkabagish, who died of cholera at
Benares, on Monday, the 25th ultimo. .

allh

—

This A. B. is Pundit Adityaram Bhattacharjee, now Mohas
@ohopadhyya, late Professor of Sanskrit, Muir Collage, Allahabad,
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The Pundit was born in the year 1806, in a small
village called .84knar4, in the -district of Hast
Burdwan, which he has eulogized in several of his
poems.

He was descended from a long line of ancestors,
whose deep erudition, great piety, and anbounded
hospitality are still theme of admiration to the
Ghuttucks of Bengal. Sharbeshwar Bhuttacharya,
who had emigrated from Bikrampore, in Dacca,
during the commencement of the Mahomedan
Government, was the head of the family. He per-
formed a Yajna, or grand religious ceremqny, the
like of which, it is said, has not since been celebra-
ted by any one. It was memorialized by a poem at
the time from which we quote the following :—

“ateg] ATET: ST Titas FHANTL:
srarife fadricel qrserandoatadie \”

The descendants of Sharbeshwar were all more
or less distinguished for their learning and virtue ;
and the most celebrated among them were Moniram,
Ramcharan, Rameanta, Lakshmicanta, Ramshoonder,
and Nushyraro. True to the duties of the faith they
professed and the caste they belonged to, they
devoted their lives to the service of their religion,
ever engaged in the observance of the numerous
rituals, and imparting freely the knowledge of the
Shmstmaa to numbera Whﬂ resorted to the Colleges

g + T .i""-.- L -‘-.L.-h. et i A g -‘-L.i—h l\ﬂﬁi"]f‘l
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Ramcharan was the author of a popular commentary
on Shalityadarpan, a celebrated work on Rhetorie.
Of the last mentioned two Pundits, Ramshoondar
was the grandfather, and Nushyram, the grand-
uncle, of Prem Chandra.

An anecdote is related regarding the birth of
Prem Chandra, Ramnarain and his brother Nusyram
were not in good terms, and seldom saw each other :
but when Prem Chandra was born in April 1808,
Nushyram, who, among other branches of learning,
had made astrology a part of his study, prognosti-
cated ‘what the new-born child would be, and flew
to Ramnarain to congratulate him on the birth of
an heir who, he exclaimed would prove a Kalidgsa
to the family. Such a prediction from a Brahmin
devoted to learning was but mnatural, but it had the
good effect of mitigating the enmity of Nushyram
towards his brother. He took a fancy to the child,
whom he subsequently taught the first rudiments

of Grammar,
| On the death of Nushyram, Prem Chandra was,
according to the custom of the country, aant toa-
Chatuspathy. It so happened, howaver, that his
new tutor, one Joy Gopal Turkabhushan of Dwari-
- gram, in West Burdwan, though rich in recondite
lore, was not in a eircumstance to provide board at his
own expense for all his pupils. The youthful candi-
date for knowledge was therefore located in the
.hﬂHSE of a Brabhmin in the same village, who
“romised to supply him with food on condition that
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he would undertake tﬂ give 1nstruction e ﬁ&
elements of Grimmar to one of his children. Thése -
were bard terms to begin a student’s life with, and |
to a tender youth like Prem Chandra, then only
about 14 years old, they appeared particularly so
but his love for learning readily induced him to
abide. by them. Unfortunately the Brahmin’s
circumstances were not much better than those of
the tutor, and the consequence was that Prem
Chandra’s allowance of the necessaries of life varied
" ‘according to the daily earnings of his host ; and to
make matters worse the Brahmin, though_ poor,
would never accept any pecuniary assistance from
Prem Chandra, or his Parents.

- Joy Gopal’s celebrity asa learned Pundit had -
ﬂpread far and wide, and invitations to Shrads and
‘other ceremonials came to him from distant places,
and every time he went abroad he took Prem-
- Chandra with him, which was always a source of
grievous hardship to the young pupil ; but he cheer-
tully submitted to them as much to please his tutor,
~as to prosecute his studies without interruption,
which he could not have done if he had remained at
the Chatuspathy during the absence of the teacher.
He never, however, forgot his sufferings, and.often
in after life recounted them in the most affecting
ferms. “Chatuspathy life,” he once said to one of
his younger brothers, “is the hardest that a young
man can choose ; and never can I forget how griev-
ously 1 suffered from it. Being the youngest of all



o

ety o

my fellow students, I was subjected to all the-
contumely that. they could heap oh me, and had
often patiently to submit to cuffs an kicks. My
attention’'to my lessons and the consequent kind
sreatment of the Adhyapuaka had excited their -
envy ; so they would every now and then tear the -
leaves of my Puthees ; throw away the oil which
I used to kéep in store for my nightly study, and -
what was most annoying, rifle my little purse, of its
contents, and thereby deprive me of the means of
- supplying new books or fresh oil. In addition to
- these sufferings' and vexations, I had frequendly to.
travel long distances with the Adhyapaks with.
“swollen feet and -pinched belly.” “What sustained
me in these "trials,” added he, “was the dread of
rebuke from father, if I would be absent from
Chatuspathy, and the hope of one day making a .
name in the litarary world.” R
After a sta,; of several years in the Chatuspathy
and having finished his elementry studies. Prem-
Chandra directed his attention to the higher
branches of learning, such as Rhetoric, Law, Logie,
Philosophy, e, He had heard the names of those
rengwned scholars, Nemye Chand Seeromonee,
Shumbhoo Bachaspaty, and Nathooram Shastree,
who then adorned the chairs of those subjects .-in.;
the Sanskrit College of Calcutta, and longed to
pPlace himself under their able tuition. With this
view he came down to the Presidency, and at the
»-age of about 21 became a pupil of that Institution.
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That great Orientalist, Horace Hayman Wilson,
wag then 1ts Seéret&r}r. When Premy Chandra first
appeared before him for admission, Mr. Wilsoun was
struck with his broad commanding forehead and
intelligent appearance, and without submitting him_
to the ordinary examination, asked him if he could
compose poetry.” The young scholar was nothing
loath : he immediately sat down, and wrote a few
stanzas in Sanskrit, descriptive of the genius and
ability displayed by Mr. Wilson in mastering the
Sanskrit language, and the zeal and lively interest
he uniformly evinced in promoting its cause, This
settled the course of his future life. Professor Wilson

at once took him by the band, and, ever 3 after stood

by htn as a kind patron and a warm admlrer

On the death of Nathooram Shastree, thechair
of Professor.of Rhetoric fell vacant, and Mr. Wilson
knowing full well the eminent acquirgments and the
great natural parts of Prem Chandra gave it to him.

Thus Prem Chandra became the Professor of a
most Important branch of Sansknt language,
while he was yet a mere youth ; but he was not
unequal to the new task. He discharged the duties
of hig post consecutively for 32 years with .an
amount of zeal, assiduity, and success, which earned
for him the highest approbation of the Government,
and the admiration of the public. He early secured
the respect of his Fellow-Professors and was greatly
esteemed by his superiors in office. Professor Wilson
never forgot him ‘even when he had retired to
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England, but corresponded with him upon diverse
subjects connected with Sanskrit- Litérature,

Prem Chandra possessed greab tact in decipher-
10g ancient inscriptions, and this brought him into

familiar intercourse with James Prinsep, whom he

hhelped largely in bringing to hght the purport of
many an old record of great historical value.

During his collegiate career as a student, Prem
Chandra was fond of spending his leisure hours in
writing for the Vernacular Press. He selected
for his organ the Problakar, which was then edited
by that clever Bengalee scholar, the late Baboo
Tswaréi(}hanra Gupta. Prem Chandra’s connection

raised the paper __qnq_lsidie,rably in_the estimation of

1ts readers, and its circulation wag greatly increased.
When, however, his reputation for Sanskrit writing
became generally known and began to be apprecia-
ted by the learned, he dropped the Vernacular, and
confined his attention solely to the former. |

It 1s now four years ago ‘that Prem Chandra left

 the service and retired to pass the remainder of his

days at Benares, The cause that.led him to take
this step against the remonstrance of his friends and
relatives is strange, and to many may appear purile,
Like most people, whether ancient or medern, Prem
Chandra was a fatalist. He believed, after examine
ing his horoscope, that his last day was not far
distant, and that he would die during the period
Intervening hetween the 57th and 62nd years of his
age. He therefore burried himself away to the

<%
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above city to lay his ashes on its sscred soil. Byt
1n1presaed as he was with the idea of his approfch
 ing end, he did not feel in the slightest degres
uneasy or nervous on that account. He followed
the even tenor of his quiet life, and devoted his
$ime to those literary pursuits, which had occupied
the best part of his life. Between 20 and 30 of his
pupils gathered round him, and to give them ins-
truction gratis was his duty, as literary compominon
was his recreation, _ *
“Thus lived and died an eminent scholar in the
full enjoyment of health and all the powers of mind,
which had not suffered either by incessant labour,
or the cares incident to the life of an author. Prem
Chandra never shirked duty, and duty' to him was
always a source of gratification. He thought and
believed that every educated member of the Hindu
community was bound to exert the best of hisability

to revive the Sanskrit language from the ashes under

which it had been smothered by centuries of Ma-
homedan domination, and how far he.acted in accord-
ance with this belief, may be seen by the numerous
works which he has left, and which speak so well
for themselves, lLately, he was engaged in writing
a work on Rhetoric and compiling Sanskrit lexicon
for the use of Colleges.” He was rapidly pushing
them for the Press, and would have brought them
“to completion before long, had not death p&rﬂlyaed
his pen, and put an end to his hopes,

The life of a Pundit offers little matter for com-

—r



mant; but--we. cannot conclude this brief nofice
-wighna# sdverting to the privage- character of Prem
‘Chandra. Tarkabagish. Prefectly disinterested in
his - actions and loving knowledge for its own sake,

he waas the very impersonation of all that is pure
Aaud virbuous, Though simple as a child in his daily
intercourse with people, and in his conduct towards
his disciples, there was a moral gravisy and grandeur
i his appearance, which inspired the respect af all,

His love and affection for his pupliﬂ were more
than parental. Among his pupils we may name
such distinguished scholars as Iswar Chandra Vidya-
sagara, Mohesh Chandra Nyayaratna. Dwarka Nath
Bid}abhus&n, Ram Narayan Tarkaratna, Mooktaram
Bidyabagish, who held him in the highest venera-
tion. Well, can we understand how death has cast
# gloom over the Professors and students of the
Saunskrit College ; every one of whom is sincerely
bewailing the loss he has sustained in thé late
Jearned Pandit.

Prem Chandra was a thorough orthodox Hindu
of the sect of Sakto, but he-never condemned or
questioned publicly the tenets of the other sects.
Anything like hypocrisy, either in religion or morali-
ty, had no place in his composition, He acted upon
what he truly and sincerely believed ; and if sinoerity
18 a virtue, whatever may be one's own faith, he
had that in abundance. We have been assured
that Sir Raja Radhakant held Prem Chandra in
great esteem,as much for his learning as for hig
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adherence amidst the lapse - and changes of the
present generation to the religion of his forefathers.

Life of Prem Chandra Tarkavdgisha with his.
verses 1n Sanskrit by Bamdkshaya Ckattmj@e. ¥k %

This 1s an eXcellent little biography in Bengali.
Who 1s there amongst us that has not heard of
Pundit Prem Chandra Tarkavigisha, the Poet and
Rhetorician ? Pundit Tarkvagisha came of a good
old stock of Sakradha ( sf<sqF ) in Rarh. He
acquired the rudimants of Sanskrit in a Tole, He
then joined the Calcutta Sanskrit College as an
advanced student, and soon after, completing his
studies was appointed Professor of Rhbetoric and
Poetry 1n his alma mater. Coming to occupy that
chair after Pundit Nathuram Shastri, it was not
easy to keep wup 1ts reputation. But Pundit
Tarkavagisha showed that he was fully equal to
the duties he had to discharge. He was truly loved
by all the students who sat at his feet. He wag an
original poet of remarkable powers. He edited and
commented upon several celebrated Sanskrit poems,
and was much esteemed by Professor Wilson and
others not only for his sound scholarship but also for
the purity and simplicity of his character. His bio-
grapher 18 his brother. Many remarkable anecdotes
have been carefully collected, illustrative of Pundit
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Tarkavagisha’s character. As befitted a rigid Hindu,
the Pundit retired in his nld'a.gé to Benares where
he breathed his last, plunging into gloom his
_ humerous disciples throughout Bengal. Pundit
Tarkavdgisha was conunected with the Bengali press
~vwaen in its infancy. His contributions to the
Probhakara were vead with delight by a large
circle. The little biographical sketch has been
~enriched by a collection of the Sanskrit verses of
Pundit Tarkavigisha. These are delightful reading.
It is a matter of great regret that the talents of
Pundit Prem Chandra were allowed to be frittered
. away In -comparafively unimportant tasks withous
being centred on something more worthy of them,

Ar original poem from Pundit Tarkavigisha would
" not have been unworthy of the Sanskrit Muse of
medieval India,

Natronal Magazine, Dec. 1892,
( Vol. VI. No. 12,)

falcutta Review July, 1892,

‘Prem Chandra Tarkavagisha * was one of the
most distinguished Sanskrit scholars of Bengal
during the early and middle parts of this century,
and occupied the chair of Rhetoric in the Sanskrit
- College of Caleutta for 32 years with great distine-



s compm whafor Mawsfie !

tion. Bome of the greatest oriental 'Echﬂlahﬁﬁéﬁ :
a9 ch:'ace Hﬂymau Wilson. Prof.. .E. B, QO’{-’QL ':
_La.ud ‘James Prinsep, held high opinions .of the
ah}hbl_ﬂs and worth of the Pundit. He. renderg;t_i_"
greatshelp to James Prinsep in deciphering anciens.
- pscriptions in Palf and Sanskrit. He was a noteZ -

 conmmentator of some of the immortal Sanskrit

poems and was hlmsalf endowed with no mean
poetical powers. His services for the impfovement
of Bengali literature are not to be slighted, as, in

: _-'thosa early days of English education, few were the

men who thought it worth their while to heamw
© time on the cultivation of thewr much negleuted
mother-tongue. As a man, Premchandra was gifted
with eome of the noblest quslities of the heart,
without which public virtues and the highest intell-
ectunl endowment are often a mere delusion. Tfak__e-n
all in all, Pundit Prem Chandra Tarkabsgish was
one of the greatest souls that Bengal ever ‘has
produced one, who certainly deserves the honour
of being immortalised in a biography.
The department of biography in Bengali litera-
ture is exceedingly poor not simply in respect of>
the number of books on the subject, but also 1n the
sense that the few biographical works published in
the language are not distinguished by the qualibies
. whjch make a blngraphy instructive, interesting,
and valuable, thmwmg light on the state of society
of the time to wh}m_h. the individual who furmad
- the hero of the Wﬂrk belonged. The life and poemns-
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-of Prem.Chandra Tarkabagish, though not a model
ofa bmgraphy, is still much above the general run
‘of ordinary biographical works published in- Bengalee.
'--’l‘he author has not merely narrated the eventain
-the life of his hero, but recorded various fapts which
‘have a bearing on the social and religious condition
of Bengal in his time. The anecdotes given, few
though they be, add to the interest of the work,
and.aelp to make the eharacter - of the man as clear
t0 the readér as possible. We are, however, sorry
40 note that in places the writer mdulges In praises
-ﬂf the Pundic which overstep the limits of truth..
For example, in noticing the demise of Prem
Chandra, he says that with him poetry and warm-
neartedness departed from Bengal | We have right:
“to expect that English edacated writers in Bengali
should be above the practice of indulging in absurd

oriental hyperboles # so common to old Sanskrit and
"Persian authors. |

i
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—#% Please see the remark made Ly bhe aut.hur in the latber
parh of 3rd chapter, page 125,




