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“We understand that Baboo Bankim
Chandra Chatterji, the offg. Assistant

Secretary to the Benygal Government, receiv-
ed a short and sweet ‘nﬂte_ from Mr.
Secretary Macaula}, on the zand January,
Mr.Macaulay 1s reported to have wri_tten:-—-.
“Very much pleased with the mannerin
which you have done your work, but you
must make over charge within an hour.”
The charge against Bankim Babu is that,
éuring his time, office secrets oozed out
from the office. This is the alleged charge,
and which of course every body must
regard as simply absurd. The story goes
" that when the appointment was given to
Bankim Baboo, .it was dgpe in opposition
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secretaries have now come forward with
the charge that Bankim Babu permitted
secrets fto travel out of the office. His
place has now been given to Mr. Biyth.
So, after all, the place which was mmade
‘gwer to the natives.of Bengal with so much
beat of drum, has now been again given to
a European, We wonder when will men in
high position learn to be'sincere,-and to
adhere to the pledges they give.” |
AT Ste FwifE sine i
fafaeem, Mrdatd 79 W3% erm Wy
sfae Afaas a1 (o Stara (o3 w317,
swby ARH) (BBARTIA o fAfdrea o
“With respect to the statements made
by our contemporary, we are informed
I that no “charge” of any kind has been



afER-wra) | NG

e T T o e Tl A L e e e A e ey m gmy s A T,

Chatterji, and his transfer was acc >mpanied
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by n2 reflection whatever on his character
or his abilities. It is a singular thing that
i “office secrets” were divulged during the
period {or which the Baboo acted as Assis-
tant secretary, the head of the office is
unware of the fact, and the words which
purport to be an extract fromn Mr. Macau-
lay’s letter were never written by him.
Baboo Bankim Chandra Chatterji isa man -
of high character and attainments, and
whatever may be the reason for his traus-
fer, we are glad to be assured thatit
implies no reflection on him as a public
servant, and is, in fact, not personal to
him at all, nor to Baboo Raiendra Nath
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We agree w .th the » # in regretting that
it -has been deemed expedient to take

away this important appointment from a
native, and we confess our inability to
understand the reasons that justify the
step. That, however, is a question to be
argued on its merits, and we are glad to
know that no demerit on the part of either
of the gentlemen mentioned, had anything
to do with its decision”
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fRegw Twifars =%#, “Poison Tree”.—
1zi%ifes Edwin Arnold, Poison treeq %5

vl fafen famifecaa,—“I soon found
that what was begun as a literary task be-

came 4 real and singular pleasure, by reason
ci the author's vivid narrative, his skill
in delineating character, and, beyond all,
the striking and faithful pictures of Indian
life with which his taleis filled. » * Iive
vears ago, Sit William [Herschel, of the
Bengai Civil Service, had the integtion of
translating this Bisha Briksha ; but surren-
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dered the task, with the author’s full con-
sent, to Mrs. Knight, * =

“The author of the “Poison Tree” is
Babu Bankim Chandra Chatterjee of supe-
rior inlellectoal acquiéitibm:, who ranks
unquestionably as the first living writer of
fiction in his Presidency. s * It will be
confessed, 1 think, that the reputatiaﬁ of
Bankim Babu is well deserved, and that
Bengal has here produced a writer of true
genius, whose vivacious invention, drama-
tic force, and purity of aim, promise well
for the new age of Indian vernacular
literature.”

“Among Béngali authors no one held
a higher place in his own line than the
latewBankim Chandra Chatterji. He rend-

‘ered good service in a number of districts ;
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while in charge of the Khulna Sub-division
he helped very largely in suppressing river
 dacoities and establishing peace and order
in the eastern canals,” « |
“Like  Madhusudan Dutt, Bankin
Chandra Chatterji was ridiculed for his
new departure from the high ways of
prose-writing in Bengal. Critics are ready-
made, and not a few of them condemned
m bitter language his style, his composi-
lion, the plot of his story, and the audacity
of his conceptions. But Bankim Chandra
outlived all cynical .criticism, and succee-
ded in imaugarating a mew era of prose

literature in Bengal—" Pillai—Representa-
tive Indians—DPage 76,

—_

* Buckland’s Bengal under the Lieutenant Gover-



IER-Fa= | $O¢

I A B e T e R ¢ AR g——— T T T o e

“t1is Durgeshanandini was the trst,

and is unquestionably the best, novel
in Bengal. The Kgpalkundala, thnugh
equally good, is not so well spoken of
by native readers. The style is essentiaily
Babu Bankim’s own ; and we meet With |
+he same witticisms, the sly  hits,
and the same displeasing combina-
tion of the grave with the ludicrous. 1he i
characters are all what we should expect
to see in real life ; and the vivid descrip-l
tions of scenery, natural and artifictal,
always our author’s forte, are 8o telling
that scarcely any Bengali novelst of the
present day except, perhaps, the writer
of Bangadhipparajaya can hope to match
him in the line—" Calcutta Review, Vol
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“We have now before us an historical
prose romance (Durgeshanandini') by a
Bengali author, which rejecting all the
mythological tifmes“;f has fixed its scene
in the days of the great Emperor Akbar,
~ and, without a single marvel of magic or
"~ metampsychosis, seeks its sole interest in
human ‘passion and life’s daily struggles
with adverse circumstances. The book
has already reached its fourth edition,
and we may therefore fairly consider it as
the successtul inaugurator of a new - kind
of literature in Bengal. He { Bankim
Chaudra ) has since written several novels
11 Bengali; but the one which we have
talen as our subject is the most successful

with his countrymen ; and we think it is

1-1'1'11' iiiii l-Li--. e e .- - -, n | ] -y - -
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first attempt to transplant into India our
own historical novel.—"Professor Cowell—
Macmillan’s Magazine, Vol XXV, Page 4535,

- " ey T e, — s b TRt bl P

31mre7 f4951s 9@ Punch REIUFY LU
Afeqt swwe Az  oF wFNfIm @
fafagies o~

“THE POISON TREE.”

You cught to read the Poison Tree
“Yis Fisher Unwin’s copyright —
By Bankim Chandra Chatterjee |

‘Tis taken from the Bengali, |
Translated well by Mrs, Knight —
You ought to read the Poison Tree.

‘Tis published in one vol.~-not three —
A story quaint and apposite ;
By Bapkim Chandra Chatterjee -

o
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As Mr. I:.dwm Arnold he-—
A learned preface doth indite;
You ought to read the Poison Tree.

e e

Though bored by novels you may be—
Don’t miss this tale, by oversight,
By Bankim Chandra Chatterjf:e.

“Twill w het 1t nis nov El*ﬂOV&Ii&&,
The novel reader’s appetite.

You ought to read the Poison Tree
By Bankim Chandra Chatterjee.

AweY fafzgs =135, Fweima S
aaie sfagfe@a 1 Oxford Universityg
771§4%! Blumhardt gy, (1% |/YINTTS
@F5 gfRF fafemigras viwaiges  «fe
A Ravey faw Rgw wfam s 1—

“Bankim Chandra Chatterjee was un-



AFR-GIAAT | GED

i R S — L a8 i S N L el Sy e -u.-..-gm-h-“r\.r~d'=r'-“#‘—'--“—'“"“""“"_-_ -7

questionably  the greatest novelist that

india has ever produced. No other writer
has done so much to improve the style,

and to raise the tone of Bengali literature.
His severe criticisms on the worthless and
ephemeral productions of s0 man'y of h1s
fellow countrymen, his {ecarless exposure
of the faults and shortcomings of Hindu
social life, and of the evils arising from a
corrupt and superstitious form of Hindu
religicn, have brought about a complete
revolution in the history of Bengali litera-

'ﬁl.
ture.

“He was himself a vigorous authof.
His works display a wonderful power of
description and delineation of human life
and character, which rtender them So

daarmitr intaractino Hﬂd instl‘ﬂcti?e.
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“Towards the close of his life Bankim
Clhandra appeared as an advocate of a re-
formed system of Hindu religion, and 2
teacher of the sublime philosophy of the
Bhagavadgita.

“Bapkim Chandra was also an able
exponent of intellectual and scientific
research. He was himself a perfect master
of the English language, as well as of
Sanskrit.”

FRL AT T SiEtq I AT
( Literature of Bengal ) f&{¥gite® ;—

“Bankim Chandra Chatter]i 1s in proze
what Madhu Sudan Dutt 15 in verse,—the
founder of a new style—-the exponent of a
new idea. In creative imaginations, in
gorgeous description, in power to conceive
and i skill to describe, Madhu Sudan and



Bankim Chandra stand apart from the
other writers of the century ; they are the
first, the second is mowhere. And if the
poet’s conceptions are more lofty and
more sublime, the novelist’s conceptions
are more vatied, have more of human in-
terest, and appeal MOTe touchingly to our
softer eniotions. The palm must be given
to the poet who has bodied forth beings of
heaven and earth and the lower regions n
gorgeous verse which sprang into existence
like an echo to his ideas ; but the reader,
after he has traversed the universe on the
wings of the mighty poet, will descend
with a sense of pléasure to the homely
scenes of the novelist, peopled with figures
and [aces so true and life-like, so sparkling

nad animated, so rich in their variety and
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beauty, that they seem to be a world by
themselves, created by the wiil of the
great enchanter !”

k. W, FPracer. L, L, B. ${zig Literary
history of India *jzrs Ffeaiied :—

“Bankim Chandra Chaiterji is the first
great creative genius modern India has
produced. Tor the Western reader bhis
novels are a revelation of the inward spirit
of Indian life and thought.

“As i creative artist he scars to heights
~ unattained by Tulsi Das, the first true dra-
matic genius India saw. To clahn- Lim
solely as a product of Western iufluence
would be to neglect the heritage he held
ready to his hanl from the poetry of his

S P I
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“[he English reader must not be sur-
prised if, in-the novels of the greatest
novelist India has seen, there is much of
‘Eastern form, much of . poetic fancy and
spiritual mysticism salien to a Western
craving for objective reaiism, Bankim
Chandra Chatterji, withall the insight of
Eastern poetic genius, with all the artistic
delicacy of touch so easily attained by
the subtle deftness of a high-caste native
of India, or a Pierre Loti, weaves 2
fine-spun drama of life, fashicning his
characters and painting their surroundings
with the same genﬂe touch, as though his
fingers worked amid the frail 'petals of
some flower, or moved along the lines
of fine silk, to frame therewitir a texture

a5 unsubstantial as the dreamy fancles
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with which all life is woven, as warp
and wool.
#* » . 4t

“The novel ( Kapalkundala ) through-
out moves steadily toits purpose. There
is no over-elaboration, no undue working
after effect ; everywhere there are sigas
of the work of an artist whose hand falters
not as he chisels out his lines with classic
grace. The force that moves the whole
with emotion, and gives to it its subtle
epell, is the mystic form of Eastern thought
that clearly shows the new forms that lie
ready for inspiring a new <school of fiction
with fiesh life. Outside the “Marnage de
I.oti” there is nothing comparable tothe
“Kapalkundala” in the history of Wes.

tern fiction, although the novelist himsell,



for comparing the works of BankimBabu
with those of Sir Walter Scott, probably
because they are outwardly historicak

“In Nagendra’s love for Kunda thenove-
it declares that he wished to depict the
fleeting love of passion, as sung by Kalida-
sa, Byron, and Jaya Deva, and in his love
for Surjyamukhi, the deep love which
cacrifices one's own happiness for the love
of another, as sung by Shakespeare, Val-
miki, and Madame de Stael.

«He leavesus in doubt whether heis
Jepicting life as it throbbed around him,
or whether he has hemmed in his charac-
ters with a2 surrounding of Kastern mysti-
cism and romantic reserve born of Western

conventionality.”
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Men such as Rammohan Roy, Keshab
Chandra Sen, Madhusudan Dutt, Bankim
Chandra  Chatterji, Kasi Nath Trimbak
Telang are no bastard bantlings ofa Wes-
tern civilisation ; they were creative
gentuses worthy to be reckoned in the
history of India with such men of old as
Kalidas, Chaitanya, Jayadeva, Tulsi Das
and Sankaracharjva and destined in the
futwrz to shine clear as the first glowing
sparks sent out in the flery furnace where

new and old were fusing.”
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fafarifgra :—

“One of his { Bankim's } ancestors I'EC‘EWE‘d
thetitle of high nobility in the court of Ballal Sen,
His title was confirmed by Ballal’'s distinguished
son, king Lakshman Sen. One of Baunkim'san-
cestors performed the difficult and now unknown

sacrifice of Adasatha, hence the family was distin-
aiichad ahave all  other bBrahman families n
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which never migrated to Vikrampur after the fall
of Hindu monarchy in western Bengal. By the
middie of thesixteeatb century, when a great
Chapter of Rarhyah bramhan nobility was held
under the presidency of Devivara, the great re
organiser, Bankim's ancestors were found so distin-
guisned for their learning, piety and strict adhe-
rence to Hindu laws that they were placed in the
highest of the thirty-six exogamus groups or Mefs
into which Devivara divided the Eﬂ.’m brahmans
of his time.

“.shvara Gupta was so much charmed with

{ Bankim’s } poetical & prose compositions
that he cften paid him a visit at Kantalpara. In
arter tife. Bavkim Chandra used to relate to his
triends the story of these visits with pride.

“At College Bankim Chandra was a voracious
reader of history, and he always longed tobea
distinguished historian, It is often observed that
itterary men are averse to matheinatics, but this
was nnt the case with our hero. He toosk to mathe-
matics with as much zest as he took to litera-

tere. His English style was terse and vigorous,

and was often characterised by his superior
ofticers as pungent,
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“For ¢ix months he officiated as an assistant
Secretary to the Government of Bengal., He
discharged the functions of that important office
with distinguished abiiity, and received the high-
est enconiums from the Secretary, the late Mr. -
Macaulay. |

“ITe was not always social, some people®”
thought he was positively rude, butne was 2l
love, ali admiration, in the company of his liter-
ary friends whatever their age and position in

1ife ™ )
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Alm, JE{AA THIHALA HFT AYST B
e ufed fFad =Rga A 7 HT
Szl 99 sfeqt Sw fefa fAlRtas,—

«No delicate mind can lock into a &hws
temple without a shudder. The horrid and bloody
Kal, with her protruding tongue, her neck- .
lace of skulls, and bher girdle of giant hands, is
fitted only to excite terror and desparr. The
elephant-headed, huge paunched Ganapati may
escite the ridicule even of children, but can
never draw forth their love. And to take the
special example in point of the Krishna cuit,
what isat the best, with all its merry music and
mincing movemeants, but the apotheosis of sensual
desire and the idolatry of merely finite life.”

=® wirxg a3Fe) i@ e fa 4961 3
fof ANIF oA dfaaiigs, g dieds
#f2r® 631 AtzAv 1 AiYEs,—

»But the fundamental position of the defender
of idolaty y i85, that it 18 an Ifzﬂ'mi.-,:tu.srl necessify for

| 'L . | I R [ -
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The essential natuce of deity is held to beso
abstract and transcendent, that ihe .ordinary
worshipper can not apprehend it tatelleciuaity,
and hence he must have put' before him some
visible representation of the Divine. This is the
sheet anchor of the Hindu apologist to which he
binds the whole system,”

a3t 2y cfafae wowr e afiy
g’ gy fawpy sfaew, ‘s {7 3w
T4 WAgla ARl (fe-vfere (am, <,
Aresia A SFiey ¢ @ a7 Bag fefy
ey oy oot <9 feam, fawasw,
TMATT FAR WS A5, 9% 3A3F s Gt
A4 (¥, SIRIRT ZTesrgl Wbl Swiad gty
YT B{LfA FIRT N Y TopiR vl
%Y |7

Eispe frary fofy Rzws ﬁﬁﬁm,
3 farHe,—

“What is Krishra, after all, but an imaginary

tmnudlment of the sensuous feeling of the
Eact e »




IFE-SFTAT | 02D

. Tl T T T e = tr

aww 4% TS (I AR m‘w‘afm g4
wiuiorg e A sfacere sig et fofw
&ige L3 ; IfEarad,—

‘““And this debasing idolatry produced, accor-
ding to the painful testimony of native writers
themselves, a mass of shrinking cowards, of uascru-
pulous deceivers, of bestial idlers, of filthy songs-
ters, of degraded women, and of lustful men. » * It
has encouraged and consecrated every conceivabie
~ form of licentiousness, {alsehood, injustice, cruelty,
vobbery and murder. 1t has taught the millions
every possible iniquity by the example of their
gods. s » The Hindu alone still disgraces the
nobility of the Aryan race by a Syrian worship of

idols, inflaming him with lust under every green
tree,”

QAT wwsy AiNiE Y (FT I
cwin wifore fegiregs Afaq IR 7Y K
siife frat, orgeaedy waafe win sfan (@
Az Wty RS IfEs 1 (A
firfoTse A A TAiRA | onited el —
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morning, how hast thou fallen from thy throne of
pride and become the mother of harlois and of the
ahominations of the earth "

. @ MANte qfeasy wg Ffwe oAifaEs
A+ fB@ @pre ezstfa a3 @AREs: o
@ 41f5q Fon fow teem o IReTs® AafhaE
&= wiq Wy s al—ash) srafAs ay
et 1 TaAB,—Nq5&’ | Y A7 glo| FefH
@Y KIM @ ‘Tism’ Ifag Tiwg T F-

fR A |
No. 1 ( Ram Chandra’s. )

“\Wiil vou aliow me to suggest to Mr. Hastie
who s so  ambitious of earning distinction
as a sort of Indian St, Paul, that it is £t
that he should render himself better acquainted
with the doctrines of the Hindu religion before he
seeks to demolish them. As matters stand with him,
his arguments are simply contemptible ; and I think
the columns of the STATESMAN might have been
more usefully occupied by advertisements about
Doorgs Puja Holiday goods than by trash which
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tible in.the eyes ¢f idolaters.  This may be harsh
language, but the writer who mistakes Vedantism
for Hindooism, and goes to Mr. Monier Williams
for an exposition of that doctrine, hardly deserves
hetter treatment. Mr. Hastie'’s attempt%b storm
the ‘inner citadel’ of the Hindoo religion forcibly
reminds us of asiother equally heroic achievement
—that of the redoubted knight of La Manch;a-
before the windmill. o R
“Iet Mr, Hastie take my advice, -and obtain
some knowledge of the Sanskrit Scriptures in
the original. Let him study then critically all the
systems of Hindu Philosophy—the Bhkagabal Gita,
the Bhakti Surra of Sandilya,and such other works.
Let him not study them under European scholars,
for they cannot teach what they don’t understand ,
the blind cannot lead the blind.- Let him study
them with a Hindoo, with one who defizres in them,'
And then, if ke should still entertain his present
inclination, to enter on an apostolic career, let him
hold forth at his pleasure, and if we do not pro-
mise to be convinced by him, we promise not to
laugh at him. At present, arguments would be’
thrown away on him. There can bs no controversy
on a subject when one of the controversialists is
in utter ignorance on the subject-matter of the’
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controversy ; and if onder such  circumsiances
the ‘Olympians c¢nly yawn,’ ard do not assert,
Mr. Hastie hasonly to thank his own precipitate
;gnm*ance" |

ﬂaﬂm #feT cz?é ezt qﬁtﬁm $izitE
3T GFAR w(EAR eferdy Ny IS
I fof7 wsfen @ w3a Fwwz =
IS 39 fwwww, o wwwr IRm
ot —

“1 do not intend to ask 'space for a reply to
any of the special criticisms of your numerous
correspondents upon my letters, until they say
something relevant and worthy of being dealt
with. But ! hope you will allow me to return
gratefu! thanks to the valiant hero of the modern
Brahmans, Ram Chandra, Redivious, for the kingd
advice  so bountifully tendered to me in your
columns to-day, which I sincerely promise to put
ints practice, as $00n as he shows that I have need
of it. Your readers, who may be better acquainted
with Sanskrit literature than he seems to be, will
hayve already judged whether I confounded Vedant-
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qferE) e FRCAT | S1T A7 ABHF I&
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] publiciy challenge him to substantiate his
allegation of the ‘cuntemptible’ inferiority of ‘bliad’
E:ropean learning, by giving, without its aid, an
intelligible explanation of the simple Vedic verse —
«Chatustrinsadvajino  devabandhorvanxrirasvasya
svadhitih sameti® * [ give him the whole ol the
Durga Paja bolidays even to digcover the dithi-
culty involved in the expression, and if he does
Gnd out s3 much, I will give him, and the other
4000 A paks to boot, wha were present af the
great Shradi, as many months asthey like, to search
throagh all the Sanskrit literature known to them,

for an explanation.”
At siga AR IS ® ALY wmi_ |
sy fafdeas s S1ERS fo (T, —

“] am waiting patizntly for a reply ta my last
lette.r frum the tearned X s Chandra and the 4000

i E———— T — o === e e—h b — -y
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Adirapais of the Skrain, It is really a challenge to
all the Pundits of Bengal to show that they ander-
stand their own sacred literature, and are able to
defend it at the bar of modern science. If none
of them=-not éven the modern Ram Chandar him-,
solf=ecan come forward and bend this bow of a We-
stern Janaka, let the champions of Hindu idolatry
henceforth ‘*hide their diminished heads’ before
the more powerful scholars of Europe, and let the
last abominations of that idoiatry, even in these
Durga Puja days, slink into utter darkness and
shame.”

@ o7 A T Uy AR
astEd da fafks ¢ cafis g3t Sy
ot7q T3y fag Afgons afag araatiy wm

farz Sz =faaiy ;—
- No Il, {( Ram Chandra’s),

“T'he courage and dash with whichk Mr. Hastie
throws down the gauntlet]l admire and acknowe
ledge with a low saleam merely suggesting, in all
humihty, the necessity of further improvemen: in
transliterating and transcribing Sanskrit texts.
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“In plain language, as some-irreverent heathen
may be supposed to say, Mr. Jlastic loses temper.
‘That is an important point gained in favour of
Hinduwism. Mr. tlastie attacks, wi_’thci;u_t any pro-
vocation, the prhcéhdings in a solemn mourning
ceremony held in the private dwelling house of
one of the most respectable Hindu families in the
country ; attacks all the most respected members
of native sociely ; attacks their religion; attacks
the religion of the nation. And all this without
the slightest provucation, and from no other
motive than a somewhat overflowing zeal in
the cause of truth aand of religion. And thes,.
when an humble individual of the mnation, whose
religion he tramples upon, ventures upon a
single retort, Mr. Hastie's temper is on fire and
it explodes. The combatant who loses his t{emper
in fight, 18 scarceljr believed to be on the winning
side. That is the point 1 score in favour of Hin-
duism. If this is the attitude which the Chris-
tian Missionary of the present day thinks it
proper to assume fowards Hinduism, Hinduism

has nothing to fear from his labours.
*] suggested to Mr. Hastie that before putting

himself forward as the assailant of the Hindu

x0T 3 et e Ediadin asmiedripan
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in the original, and under theguidanceof those
sative scholars who believe in them. That Mr.
I1zstie does not choose to accept my advice does
no ha;‘m to me ¢r to my cause. It is no loss to the
Hindu religion that its assailants do not choose
to be better armed than they are. But beneath
Mr. Hastie's scornful rejection of my advice
lurk some errors which are not confined to him,
but are shared by a large class of Europeans..

¢“x w » A brief consideration will convince
Mr. Hastie and others wha think with m,
that no translation from the Sanskrit mto a
European language can truly Or even approXimate-
ly represent (ne original. Let the transiator be 1he
profoundest scholar in the world--let the transia-
tion be the most accurate that language can make
i, still the translation will be, for practical puv-
poses, very wide. The rcason is cbvious. You
can translatea word bya word, but behind the
word there is an idea, the thing which the word
denotes, and this idea you can not translate, if
it does not exist among the people in whose lan-
guage you are translating. |

» %
“Ani’ whn is hest qual:ﬁed to expound the

b ik .
» n T T IPPEE N T [ S S
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the fﬂrmgner who has nuthmg carrespondmg to

them in the whole range of his thoughts and

experiences, or the native who was nurtured in
them from his infascy ? If obviously the latter,

what is the meaning of this towering indignation

at my suggesiion that Mr. Hastie should resort

to the latter for instructiont I added that he

should take his lessons not merely from a Brahmin,
but from a Brahmin who Jelieved in them. = » * If

Mr. Hastie thinks that he can comprehend the vast

complicated labyrinth of Hindu religious belief
withott studying it in the original sources of
knowledge. and in a spint of patient, earnest,
and reverential seirch after truth, he will meet
with bitter disappointment. He will fail in arne
ving at a correct comprehension of Hinduism,
as—l say it most emphatically~as cvery other
Furopean who has wmade the attempt has. ﬁu'im’;_
And if he thinks that. his ecloquence alone
will eaable him to demolish the olidest and the
most enduring ofall religious systems without a
correct knowledge of its doctrines —why, I can only
wish for an Indiin Cervantes to record his. achiev-
me nts. o

T N i T T

- Hlastie has annecessarily cuinphcated the
aues'ion by hts orotest an behalf of . Zurcpean.
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Sanskritists. No one questions their schoiarship.
I ¢an assure him that men like Max Muller and
{yoldstucker, Colebrooke and Muir, Weber and
Roth do not stand in need of a champion hke Mr,
Hastie, I yield to none in my pro‘ound respect
for their learning, their ability, and the large-
hearted p‘hiianthrnpy which leads them to devote
themselves to pursuits from which my counirymen
recoil in fear and despair. When, however, Mr.
j_-Has-t!e goes on to say that *‘both the Sanskrit
- language and Sanskrit literature are much better
understood in Europe or America than they are in
India,” | decline to follow, 1t is, I believe, one olf
the most monstrous assertions ever made : but
what give, it importance is that not a few Ewo-
peaas, and possibly some Anglicised natives—
Hindus I can not call them—who do not mix with
theiriown race, believe it to be true.

) o -
“The fundamer-+al doctrines of the Hindu rels-

~gronand its vast details are what no European scho-
lar is competent to teach, This I did mean to say,
and this 1 again positively assert. [ will add, that
therc are many other things in Indian literature
and Indian philosophy—other things than the reli-
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understands, and no Eurnpem scholar is uninpe-
tent to teach'

4 @ €2 A%s Ffy AsE A,
“afn (2® Atz Frotas caw ataw, g TR
W @FT AR (fgE AREES 7T
witews: (z? Rirzar wyfes @9 - |iwi
AT F1G ATt Sty AR @IEH
vy fes; 37 (afeg 73 © fofa goi9
z337; fag ¢ SfEig) (¢ Qawq QFT
-gim, 7 fauew Sy (st ez fF

A% 77 vifonis (2 Aty fafies,—

“It was not without 2 certain ‘‘stern joy” that
{ discovered the valiant Ram Chandra marching
cut this morning, with a long column, to the
defence of his ancient windmilis; although I must
coniess, I am deeply disappointed to find that he is
not the learned Sbevaite priest and protagonist of
tocal Hinduism, thztI took himm to be, when 1
singied him ocut as the strongest of all my as-
saifants for a2 reply. ® * x
“‘But when the mighty Ram Chandra, like a
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Deus ex HL:IJ:'!&HJJ, in all the imposing pomp af
new Arater, appeared onthe scene, ciarmatng atl
the wisdom of India for himself, and treating
me with such contempt 28 wouyld have been into!l-
crable to a “black beetle®, T deemed it quite in

order ta reply to h:m m aumewhat of his own
style”

259 "ﬁfi‘m EMATERETL CEC E‘Hﬁma
(3, %mﬂ CFAFA  (FIET ABIR. 2y AL
Biifgee oa fafdata ang Ao WHT 1 WS
L-«‘ﬂ'“ﬂ fest (7, (% 337 9us . IHie s
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“In my own confidential circle, his lucuhra-
lions are giving immense amusement, and, ridile
or conuadrum ; the more he writes on the subject
of my challenge, the more he will amnse us.”

——g—n
S3a17 AA6H @4 ¥AG A7 [HEAT |
GERHER R ERL (SR CE IR E S C I e
st (a0 onfFaty W w1 g W fRurs
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it bears the stamp of a Western mint. Existence
13 possible to nothing which is hid from  their
searching vision. Truth is not truth, but noisome
error and rank falsehood, if it presumes to exist
outside the pale nf Eurnpean cngnr?ance

3 3N I GIB we IS
Ffaan) qml ore-aAfe ;. 9T oq iz
G Bl e Tl wtey 23R aLWE
eigeqing st fog wittfy etdx) Ffqe
AN St wsl Afices fem f= 5ot
B1T] 4T30S &¥ S foa | gurd AT QU
FAA ATYLIW (MY RAT 5 (F G1S Fray Cary
% 151331 f5IT0s 7Aifter | (gt stz A7 3 A
Ffm A WA e 2w S g
el g atfaan 1

3 ULEILLEL Eatey ARG AL
Afoas oy, —

“The smlur carried away with him an opinion
of Indian fruits paraltel to that of Mr. Hastie and
others, who merely bite at the husk of Sanskrit
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learning, but do not know their way to the

kernel within”
» * o

“[et us lay aside all general reasoning, and
come to a circumstance peculiar to India, which
alone is of sufficient weight to decide the case in
my favour. I refer to the existence, unheeded hy,
or unknown to, the European, of a vast mass of
tradittonary and unwritten bnowledpe in Indiz, used
to supplement, illustrate, or explain the written
literature. 1t is generally understood now that even
before the art of writing was known 1in ladia,
there was already a bulky literatore which
had to be handed down from teacher to pupil
by word of mouth. » * X Knowledpe in
India thus came to be in part recorded in a written
litcrature, and in part handed down as unwritten
and traditional. All who have studied under the
older generation of Bhattacharjyas of the Tols know,
as [ have the good fortune to know, that of the
wealth of learning which flowed from their hps,
much had no record except in (he memoiy of the
professors. This was specially the case with

artistic and scientific knowledge, where anather
e e 1 tantatiave—tame  into plav.
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his own circle the discovery at which he nad
arrived, never trusfed it tn writing, and satisfied
himself with commugicating it to his puptls in con-
fideuce. To this jealuusy we owe that India has
now utterly lost so many of = her ancient
arts znd sn  much of her ancient sciences.
Medical science is & conspicuous instance ;.ud the
native physician, trained in European schools, still
fails to wrest from the jealousy of the Kabiras trea-
sures of knowledge which both regard as invaluble.
Now all this unwritten and traditioni! knowledge,
which is lesh and blood to the dry hounes of the
written literature, is wholly unavailable to the
Furopean scholar. The dry bones raitle in his hand,
aud as he knows bow to rattle them weli, they
make a thundering noise in the earsof the civilised
world. But the breathing form of oid learning
and the old civilisation is visible to native eyes

‘Uﬂ!]y
] have no hesitation in admitting the decided

superiority of the European enquirer in the fields
of Vedic literature. To the Indian student Vedas are
dead ; he pays to them the same veneration whica
he pays to his dead ancestors, but he does not
think that he has any further concern with them.
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and the-only interest that canbe felt in them by
any human being is merely the historical interest.
That is ail in' all to the accomplished European
scholar, but.of little moment {o the native student
who has never displayed any  gifts for history,
This accounts not only for the superior. Vediclearn-
ing of thé European, but also for the far superior
value of his contributions to Indian and Arvan
history. In all other departments of learning there
can be no comparison between the profound but
unostentatiouns learning of the Pundit of the 7ol
with the shallow but showy acquisitions. of the
Luropsan professors.  The rich and varied fe'd
of Indian philosophy the latter has tred but with
a slight step. Into the subtle and profound Nyaya
philosophy of the Benga!l school, inty that which
formed the feld on which Raghunath, Gadadhara,
Jagadisa won their great and lasting triumnphs of
intellect, the pride and glory of the Bengali race,
he has not sbtained a glimpse. Of the greai Vaish-
nava philosophy first formulated in that book of
books-—the Bhagavata Purana-—and deveioped by a
succession of brilliant- thinkers, from Ramanuja
to Jiva Goswami, he has no adequate conception.
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tra literature the European knows next to nothing.
The secular poetry of ancient India he has studied,

ranslated and commented upor, but has failed to
comprehend. A single hour of study of the Sakun-
tala by a Bengali writer, Babu Chandra Nath Bose,
ts worth 2ll that Europe had to say on Kaiidasa,
not excepting even Goethe’s well known eulogy.
Hindu law, the Swiris, is still the almost exclusive
study of the Hindus themselves. The legends of
the Hindu faith, which are to the European inex.
pressibly silly, he has hitherto honoured only with
his izughicr ; te the loving study of the author of.
Pushpanfuii { also 2 Bengali writer, Babu Bhudeb
Mul:ierji ) they have yielded results not surpassed
in foftiness and Splendour by anything in EBuro-
pean literature. And | might go oa with thiz
enuineration for cnlumns togetier, but this ought

t0 be enough.
=] have been somewhat taken hy surprise

to find in Mr. Hastie's letter that he expects io
find in this [etter of mine such ‘‘explanation and
defence” of Hinduism asl may be able to offer.
He forgets that the issues between us exclude
the larger question of the merits of Hiﬁduism,
and that in my very first letter 1 told him-
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present, because he did not possess the necessary

qualifications.

“Hinduism does not consider itsel piaced on
its defence. In the language of lawyers, there
1S not yet a pfﬂperly framed charge against it.
Ani at the bar of Christianity, which itself has
o raaintain 3 hard struggle for existence I its
Own home, Hinduism also pleads want of jurisdie.
tion. But [ admit Mr. Hastie's right to demand
iz exposition of their views from those who ¢4
nof accept his own, * * "

"Hinduism, lika every other fully deveinp&d
religious system, consists of, Firstly, a doctrinal
tasis or the creed Szcendfy, a worship or rites ;
and Lasiy, of a code of morals more or less depen-
dent upon the doctrinal basis. This is the whole
field of study ; but let it be well surveyed, The
doctrinz]l basis will be found to consist in { 7)
v furmulated, explained and iilustrated in a
mass o philosophical literature ; and (2) lepends,
which form the legitimate subject of the Puranas,
though ihese encyclopedic productions contain
many things other than the legends. The value
of the legends is inferior to that of the philosophy,
inteee depths of which are laid. hroad and calid
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of Hindoo ‘religious phitosophy 18 probably post-
vedie, and serves to mark the era of seposration
between the anciert and modern religions of
India. Fach modern Hindu sect has now 1ts own
systemn of philosophy, but the more general con-
slusions of - philosophy are common to all; and
among all the dogmas, thereis one in particular
which has had more infiuence in shaping the desti
nieg of India thanany other. Kapila had the glory
of first anncuncing it to the wortd, and the pmio-
sophy of Europe and  Asia has not up. te {hs day
alighted upon-a discovery granger or move lupda-
mental than the profound distinction hrst made by
him between matter and soul—Dbetween firusin
and Pratréii. In the hands of the eciectics, who
are the real fathers of modera Hinduism, this great
conception has taken its place as the backhone of
their fabric. It runs throagh the, whote world of
Hindoo thought, shaping the legends, prescribing
the rites, ar.d running through. even ithe secular
Iersture. So long as the student of Hinduism
keeps this great idea before him, he will find Hin-
duism a living organism which has grows, and aot
a collection of dead formule lumped together by
finest craft. : . .
“Prikriti,  properly translated s Nature.
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Modern science has shown what the Hindus al-
ways knew that the phenomenra of nature are
simply the manifestations of Furz. They wor-
ship, therefore, Nature as JForce. Shait lite-
rally and ordinartly means force or energy. As.
destructive energy, force is AuZ, hedeous and
terrible, hecause destruction is hedeous aud terri-
ble, As constructive energy, force is the bright
and resplendent urga., The universal soul is.
also worshipped, but in three distinet aspects,
corresponding to the three qualities aseribed to it
hy Hindu philosophy. These are known in Eng-
lish translations as (Goodness, Passion, and. Dark-
ness. [ translate them as Love, Power, and Jistica.
Love creates, Power preserves, Justice dooms. Tiis
s ihe Hindu idea of Brahma, Vishuu, and Siva, [
cannot stop to discuss the relation of these gods to
riheir Vedic predecessors ¢f the same names. The
new  rehgion grew out of the old, those time-
honoured names were retainad, but were grouped
ander new 1deas, The citadel had been stormed
aud battered down by the Buddhistsand the Philo-
sophers themselves ; and had to . be reconstructed
gut of the old materials, but on nmew: and maore
solii  foundations, Pantheism. and Peolytheism,

Ahilnenanhy and muvericiery all lamt 3 hanmd. 341
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out ¢f this bold electicism rose the beautiful reli-
gion which 1 do not believe to be of Divine origin,
but which -1 accept as the perfection of human
wisdom. '

The great Duality—Nature and Souj—presides
- over all. Let us now see how the same great con-
ception shapes the Legends. It will be enough to
- take for this purpose the legends of Krishna, be-
cause they are the most important, but [ have time
only for the briefest explanation. Krishna is Soul,
Radha is” Nature, The Sankhya Philosophy-—the
school to which the great conception of Nature and
Soul originally belongs but which in spite of its
weaith of thought, is a gloomy pessimism=—had laid
down that supreme human bliss consisted in the
dissociation of Soul from Nature. Ii had pronoua-
ced their conioxion illegitimate ; and the legend
of Radha and Krishna retains the illegitimate
connexion. Nevertheless, the Hindu worship this
iHicit union.  He worships them,  because
with a truer insight than is given to a morose
philosopher, he has perceived that in this Union
of the Soul with Nature lies the source of ail
heauty, all truth, and all love. And this magnificent
legend, the basisof the Hindu religion, of Lre for
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the grossest and most revolting story of crime ever
invented by the brain of man, So much for the
intellectual sy periority of Europe,

"I will next add anillustration to show how the
Same great conception runs through even the
secular literature of ancjent India. The Kumara
Sambhava, the noblest philosophical poem to he
found in any language, but, I regret to say, one of
the least understood both 4n India and Europe,
celebrates the Marriage of Nature with Soul
typified in Uma and Siva, In the hands of the
great poet, the unlon is a legitimate one—a holy
marriage. The poet could 80ar above bhoth Philo-
sopher and Puranist. regret I have not space to
€xplain or to da justice to Kalidasa’s magnificent
conception ; the yearning of the Physical and
human for the moral and the divine, and the
accomplishment of their union after purification
through the sacrifice of earthly desires and the
discipline of the heart. In that sacrifice, and in
that discipline is to be found the poet’s refutation
of the philosopher. The sacrifice, the destruction
of Kama, is narrated in a well-known passage,
which still remaing the loftiest in al) Indian
literature, and is unrivalled by any 1 have come
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“] now pass on to the worship. Much ot the
Hindua ritual is mummery, admitted to be so by
even the priests, and rejected with deserved
contempt by educated Hindus. Mr. Hastie finds
out, I hope, that the Hindu Idolatry, which is
generally treated by the Christian Missionary as
covering the whole field of Hinduism, is really
a smazll fraction of it and comes under conside-
raMton as 2 'subordinite part of this second
division of our subject. Mr. Hastic will prabably be
startled to hear that idolatry, thougha part of
Hinduisn, is " not an essential part even of the
popular worship, Ido! worship i8 permitted, is
even belauded in -the Hindu Scriptures but it is
not enjoined as compulsory. The daily worship of
the Hindu—his Sandhya—his Ahnitka,~—is not
idolatrous. The ortholox DBrahman is bound to
worship Vishnuand Shiva every day, but heis
not bound to wnr;hip their images. He may wor-
ship their images if he choose, but if he does not
80 choose, the wo.ship of the Invisible is accepted
as suflicient. The.majority of Brahmans, I believe,
do not in the daily rites go beyond this worship of
of the Invisible and the Unrepresented. A man
may never have entered a temple and 3et he an
orthodox Hindu,
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*And | must ask the student of Hinduism when
he comes to study Hindu Idolatry, to forget the
nongense about dolls given to children. I decline
to subscribe to what is simply childish, even
though the authority produced is titled authority
with a venerable look.. The true explanation
consists in the ever true relations of the Subjective
ldeal to its Objective Reality, Man is by instiact a
Poct and an Artist. The passionate yearnings of
the heart for the Ideal in Beauty, in Power, and
in Purity, must find an expression in the world of
the Real, Hence proceed all poetry, and all art,
Exactly in the same way the Ideal of the Divine
in Man- receives a Form from him, and the form
an Image. The existence of Idols is as justifiable
as that of the tragedy of Hamlet or of the story -
of Prometheus. The Rsligions worship of idols is
a3 justiiable as the Zntliectudl worship of Ham-
let or Prometheus. The homage we owe to the
ideal of the human realised in art is Admiration,
The homage we owe to the ideal of the Divine
realised in idolatry is Worship.

«Nor must the student fall into the error of
thinking that the image is ever tak en to be the
God. The God is always believed, by every wor-
climmar 16 exist anart from the imare. The imace

- e o
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is simply the visible and accessible medium
through which I choose to send my homage to the
throne of the Invisible ani Inaccessible, Images
of gods have in themselves no sanctity. They are
dally gold 1n the bazaars as toys. The very images
worshipped are made by impure workmen, sold
in the bazaars, and are treated on exactly the same
footing as other shopkeeper's wares. They do not
acquire any sanctity till the Prana Pratistha, i e,
till 1 consent to worship it. The image is holy,
nct because the worshipper believes it to be his
god—he believes in no such thing—butbecause he
has made a compact with his own heart /o e sate
of  culture and discipline to treat it as God’s
image. Like other contracts, this one, with the
worshipper’s own heart, he may terminate at
his pleasure. When he terminates it, he ceases
to worship the image and throws it away, as we
have just thrown away by thousands, the images
of Durga, He could not do this if for a moment
he believed it to be his God.

“Our idols are Lideous, say they. True, we
‘'wait for our sculptors. It is a. question of art

only. The Hindu pantheon his never been ade-
quatelv reorecsented in stanaar clav heeamnea Trdia
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ship in Bengal are, as works ofart, a disgrace to
the nation. Wealthy Hindus should get their
Krishnas and Radhas made in Europe.

“We come last of all to the ethics of the Hindu
religion. Like all other complete codes of mora-
lity, the Hindu ethical system seeks to regulate .
the conduct of individuals, as well as the conduct
of society. It is a System of Ethics as well as a
Polity. The code of personal morality is as beauti
ful, if not more so, as any other in the world,
not excepting the Christian ; a degree of excellence
which the Christian accounts for by supposing,
like Mr. Hastie, that it must have been derived
from Christian sources, very much after the logic
of a little fellow I know, who insists that every
man who drives in a carriage is his grandsire, on
the ground that his grandsire drives in a carriage.
The Social Polity is even more wonderful. It is the
only system which has even succeeded in substi-
tuting the government of Moral Power in the
piace of that of Physical Power. It is the only
system which has abolished War and the Mﬂxtary
Power.

“If the prafnundest European thinker of the
nineteenth century had any acquaintance with |
India, he might have known that his dream of a
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Pasitive Polity dhd an Intellectual Hierarchy had,
thousands of ¥ears:ago, been thought out and
realised with a mitcess transcending all his antici-
pations. R o 3

“Here, too, however,- the student.must distin+
guish between the Essentials of Hinduism and its
Non-esgential adjunets. Much of the ethical porlion
is pure Ethics, and net Religion. ‘The social pelity
i3 also non-essential. Caste, therefure, which is
the most prominent feature of that polity, 13 non-
essential. There have been and there still are
many Hindu sects who discard caste distinctions.
The Chaitanyaite Vaishnavas furnish an instance
1 noint. .

“Mr. Hastie may turn round uponme here and
sav, *You strip Hinduism of its rites, its idofatry,
its caste; what do you then leave it *—I leave
 the bernel withou! the hush. " |

“| have done. [ hope Mr. Hastienow under-
stands how 1 dispose of his challenge. The
modern Ram Chandra turns away from the Wes-
tern Janzka's bow withou? touching it even with
the tip of his little finger. For, alas! the new
Janika has no Janski to offer as " the prize.
Truth., the Tanaki he zeeke too win, - muct
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disputation which find favour among pugnacicus
scnoolboys gatheped: at a wedding feast are as
unworthy of Mr.. Hastic as they are of .me. But
it confession from :me of inferiority to Western
scholars in Vedic tearning will bring any comfort
to Mr. Hastie, he wijl see that [ have already
made such- confession on behalf of Ly couniry-
men, and I even-more readiiy make it on my owrn
hehali, I mske no‘pretension to scholarship of -
any kind, | |

“1 have to thank Mr. Hastie for his very kind
“ier to procure for my lucubrations the re cognition
of the great Sanskritists of Europe. I assure Mr:
Hastie that he has niistaken his man. Happy that
such recoguition ' .is ' alrezdy the fortunate lot of
Certain drstimguished countrymen of mine, whom I
somewhat reluctant!ly spare the humiliation of
being mentioned by name in this connection, [
hasten to assert Mr. Hastie that I am not ambi-

- tious of honours which | do not deserve and may
not prize. As my card is already at Mr. Hastie’s
disposal, I may presumie to telb-him that the appro-
bation of a whole people has consoled me during a
quarter of 2 centuty, and may console me still,
friv the absenca of lanreis which  more Gily orama -
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knows anything of Hinduism, he knows that the
Hindu places the wreath round the fuli, not round
the empty, vessel. I am sorry to have to say this,
but Mr. Hastie's pointless jest carries an insinua-
tion which can be met oniy in this way,

“In conclusion I haveto thank you for aliowing
me the very unreasonable extent of space which
I have taken up. I have also to express my deep
commiseration for Mr. Hastie’s bitter disappoint-
ment in finding that Ram Chandra was
not the very great man from whose encounter
he had expected to add fresh lustre to his rusty
arm$. There is, however, nothing like hope. Ler
him cheer up. A louder and shriller blast at the
castle-gate of Hinduism may vet procure him the
honour of an encounter with even--aye, even
with the windmiils.”
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“If this shallow verbosity, this inconsistent

farrago of phrases, this total irrelevance of reason-
iny thie faahla rommonnlizce af radartinn. thie
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ytter jgnurance of even the rudiments c¢f Hindu
mythology and philosophy, 15 to be taken as the
highest exposition of religion of the educated
Hindu, then tell it not in Europe, publish it not
in America, but let more earnest men try to give
it the “happy dispatch” as soon as possible. It will
surprise me if the more learned representatives
of Hinduism-=for there are such-—do not publicly
repudiate Ram ‘Chandra as an unbidden intruder
into this controversy, and as no chosen champion
ot theirs. They will say that, if he ig any thing, he
is a romancer, and not a reasoner ; an Anglicist
and not a Sanskritist ; an apostaie and not an apo~
logist ; a poetaster and not a critic. Had the abler
men whom he names—Dr. Rajendra Lala Mitra or
Babu Bhudei: Mookheriee—come . to the rescue,
they would not have written better English 5 but
they would have been more cautious, more correct,
and less vulnerable in their utterances and
theories.”
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*Hinduism #as only @ rotien Pusiandno lterndl.
it is Jarl of Nothingness, says Kapila; and all the
rostof them except Ram Chandra. Ikt s vain to
try to put life or light or imemtn its ° ‘eyeless
sotket” agzain, or to attempt to tovér its “ra’tfhng
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Not a breath of real spirstual life stirs in the bare
shaking skeleton, and we cin now 100k it through
and through.” |
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“‘i au. can easily understand that having spent

a whole life o the consideration of the muiual
bearing of -Christianity and Hinduism on the
guestiop of the regeneration of lndia, I coula

not have read, without deep interest. the last

controversy between Mr. Hastie and our disting-
. gished :-ind accompiished countryman, who appe-

arcd under the assumed name of ‘Ram Chandra.’

[ - -
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«Ram Chandra has called the 1dolatrous rites
and ceremonies of Hinduism its Awusés, not its
bernel. 1f Ram Chandra’'s view of Hinduism
he right, then, on kis own theory, Mr. Hastie
could not be wrong in condemning and denounc-
ing those persons who were inflicting serious
injury, irom a moral point of view, on their hosts.
and neighbours by encouraging husk-chewing,

As to tho view of Hinduism which Rim Chan-
dra has propounded, Iam obiiged to confess to a
sad feeling of disappointment. Whatever the pen
of the author of “Kapalakundala® offers to the
public, is entitled to our patient attention. But
what can be more startling ; what more galling
to our national pride ; what more oppoged to our
early intuitions, and our unwritten traditions of
past ages, than the unequivocal denial of the
Vedas ( ‘which aredead 1') as the authoritative
basis of Hinduism. This denial flatly contradicts
Manu and all the authors of our sacred literature
nay, pours contempt on the whole civiiised
wotld, .

It is difhcult to say what your correspondent’s.
idea of Hindu philosophy is. He has certainly
extolled the Sankhya and the Nyaya. But Kapila.
could not allow the creative agency of Purusha,
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and the Nyaya could never be zo disloyal to its
Atoms as to allow any place for Praksis:.

“Ram Chandra tells us that “nothing has so
largely influenced the fate of some of the Indian
peoples as the Zuwtras, and of Zunira literature
the European knows next to nothing.” If this has
any meaning, it must be that the Zinsrg with its
“nzeritien traditions, is the general basis of the
Hindu religion, and, consistently enough, he main-
tains that the Hindu worships the “‘illicit union”
between Purusha and Prakriti, retained in the
“iegitimate connection of Krishna and Radha*
As a reader of K'apalkundala, I am amazed at such
statements. | -

“I believe therc are many Hindus who, inclin-
ing to the Vedanta, and looking for the Mudu
which it promises, have nothing to say to Prakriti,
of wiiich even those who do speak of - Purusha
and- Prakriti; the vast majority is innocent of the
worsh:p of any *“illicit union™. If there be worship-
pers and 1mitators of “*illicit union”®, they must
chiefly be in circles of Mohunts and recluse her-
mits, whether of the Vaishnava or Saktéya sects.
Householders, men of repute .in society, the
better classes of the Hindu community, cannot
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It would be a cruel defamation to Hindu families
to attribute to them belicf in the system elabora-
ted by Rim Chandra from Tantric sources, The
followers of Nyaya, Vedanta and Sankhya philoso-
phies would repudiate such an abuse of the ideas of
Purusha and Prakriti, and the best practical
expose of the illicit unton is contained in that great
Bengali romance, the Kapalakundala. The great
Tantric hero of that inimitable novel 1s Kapaiica,
a representative worshipper of Bhavan: and Bhai-
ravi, as personations of Sakti or Prakriti,
. #* o
“What, then, it may be asked, is the genera:
religion of the Hindus /7 I can only answer the
question by the help of our past written literature,
including the ““dead Vedas”' No Hinduisin can be
found anywhere that will correspond to every age
and epoch in the history of the Hindus. 1 think 1t
has passed through four stages from he com-
mencement, and without further preface [ will at
once say a few words on its passages through those
stages.
], The first or primitive stage of Hinduism
is marked by the celebration of sacrificial rites, as
figures or images of Prajapati, the Lord of the

vt mw bk tithad nFarad hmimealf a4 ciorifices
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for emanmpated souls™ { Sarrzpuzka Drahwmana ).
The same Prajapiti is elsewhere described as
the Purusha, ‘‘begotten from the beginiing,”
whom “the (ods sacrificed on the sacred
grass”,

“Il. The second stage was characterized by
a change from the monatheistic to the dualistic in
_doctring, but the practice of sacrifices continued
as before, A declension in doctrine rapidly follo-
wed. The self-offering of Prajapati was forgoiten,
and the -significance of sacrifice ‘as a figure of
Prajapati was lost,

“III. At this stage it was that philosophy
began to influence the creeds of india. The Nyaya
while it contended for Rrah.ninical supremacy,
gencrally adopted the grouads on which Buddhism
had based its doctrine of Renunciation and Nir-
vana. The Nyaya did n» foliow the principles of
Shakya Sipngha in his description of world as a
Maya or Mirape but it proclaimed the doctrine of
Mugi as the final comsummation of Hinduism.
The Sankhya, with greater bHuddhistic tendency,
denied the existence of an intelligent Creator, and
pointed to a final consummation not unlike that of
Buddhism. The Vedaata, though decidedly an ad.
vocate for the Veda and the dignity of the Bram-
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hinhood, yet iaculcated the idea of a final absorp-
tion in Brahma. which is also called Nirvana,

“IV, ln this stage Krishnz was invested with
supreme divinity, at the head of the Pantheon, not
however, without occasional  conflicts with Shiva,
who aspired after the same dignity.

¢“The Brahmin is still bound to daily repetitions
of the Gayatri and Sandhya, the former being a
Vedic verse, and the latter a collection of Vedic
passages, but ncither are m any way connected
with the Trantras. He is also bound to the worship
nf Vishnu and Shiva, without any retersace to
Purusha or Prakriti

g% %7 Aoy AUy g Afars Afe-
i A | (oA Beyg frzaw 1 T9g AFd IS
Seq AR W3 X(@ orEd o gfam T Ty
e A Q) "weeere gfan At

No. 1V. {( Ram Chandra’s).

4] have no wish to re-open the controversy I
have closed, butallow me to remove a misconcep-
tion—a most painful one, as your readers will see,

«Dr. K. M. Danerjee writes ;—¢Ram Chandra
talle us that nothine has so largely influenced the
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fate of some of the Indian peoples as the Zawiras,
andg of Juntra literature the European knows next
to nothing. if this has any meaning, it must be that
the Jumira with its smeriiten  traditions, is the
general basis of Hinduism.”

“T'hat gertainly is wo/ the meaning, and 1 have
not understood how such an interpretation has
been arrived at. There may be opinions which
influence the destinies of nations, without being
the base of natiunal religion. The paganism of
Greece has largely moulded, in some of its aspects
at least, the civilisation of modern Europe; but
the paganism of ancient Greece is not the general
hbasis of Christianity.  Islamisin has very greatly
intluenced the destinies of [ndiz, without bing the
general bzsis of Hinduism. Christianity at this
day largely influcnces the destinies of India, yet
Christianity is not the general basis of Hinduism.

“\What the influence of Tantrikism bas been on
the people of Bengal, of Assam, and of Orissa, I
do not propose to discuss heve. [ can assure
D). Banerjee that he cannot be more _emphatic 1n
the condemnation of Tantrikism thanl am, and
that I have in no respect departed from the view
I put forth and illustrated in Kapale Kundalz in
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I'rue Hinduism and Tantrikism are as mnch
opposed to each other as lizht and darkness, and
1 say with as much sincerity as he does, that let
it never be assumed that Tantrikism is the general
rebigion of the Hindus ; no ane, I believe, has ever
thought of making such an asswnption.

“l.et Tantrikism perish—bhut let it not perish
unstudted. The study of the darkest errors of
humanity yields lesson as. valuable as that of
truth itself. And what is history, if it is not the
history of human errors.

“When Mr.Hastic talked oi the*Tantric Bible”
and such other nonsense, I did not COnsidggeit
necessary {0 make a reply ; he had shown himself
not to be entitled to any. Jt is different when
Dr. Banerjee misconceives my meaning. I res-
pect him too highly to remain silent.

“As it can no longer be nccessary to write
inder an assumed name, I subscribe my own.
Bankim  Chander Chatterjee”.
November 18, 1882,
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