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PREFATORY NOTEL,

Ny JHIE
PRINCIPAL OF WHITELANDS COLLIGI,

On the 28 July, 184y, after reading
Loys Clavigera, Letter 8o, 1 wrote to
Professor Ruskin begging him not to
be over anxiou® or over worried at the
slow progress of Good, for supposing
the High Master had cownled s
followers at s coronation @'épines /
I said, further, that I belicved in him
and his work, and that I liked deeds
better than words, therefore I enclosed
a cheque for five pounds. This My,
Rusgkin promptly returned, and I ex-
pended the money in the purchase of
my first six volumes of his works, I
think I have all now excepl a few of the
raver pamphlets,

Shotly  afterwards I asked My,
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Ruskin's permission Lo reprint  his
Letter fo Young CGirls In my 4ih
Standard Reading DNook, 'This re
quest was nol granted, and 1t will he
seen upon a perusal of the ollowing
pages that Mr, Ruskin mistook the
meaning of the word © Standard,
This will sufficiently explain Letter 1,;
and, with the addition ol a few foot-
notes, every other letler, I think,
catries ils own mearihg,

There arc many things in these
letters quite worthy of preservation in
print, and, as the words of a great man,
cven the shightest of thom are “ worlhy
of memory.” I have therefore con-
sented to their being printed for private
circulation, Mr. Wisc having assured me
that no copyright will be infringed, and
that he is ediling these volumes with
My, Ruskin’s sanction and approval,
The letlers themselves of course re-
main my property,

J, B, Favnenores,
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REV. J. P. FAUNTHORPE.
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LETTER L

BRrANTWOOD,
CONISTON, LANCASITIRE,
Aungyrse 3rdy, 1877
My DEAR SIR,

I am sincerely obliged by your leticr
and gift, but must dccline on St
(George’s parl fo aceept the Jast becanse
I am sure that you can help us beltor
by retaining all the power you have for
meeling expenses conneeted with right
cducation, in purchase of instrumenis,
engravings, cle, and if you really
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sympathise with St. George your designs
will be continually extending.

I am notof course able at once to
judge of the characier of your proposed
Standard Books,* but T ithink the torm
‘Standard’ a hitlle saucy, unless you
are more sure of your ground than I
perceive you to be; and I am obliged
to decling permitting any entire pub-
lications of mine to be 1ssued in other
foums else T should hawe them in cheap
small print at every book stall,

Always failhfully yours,
J RUSRIN,

¥ The Whitidands Series of Standard Rowling
Hoods for Gives,
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LETTER II.

[N ] - it —Tihap T

BRrANTWQQD,
CoNISTON, LANCASIIRT,
September siky 1877,
My niaRr Siz, #

Your very kind and inlercsiing
sccond leitter, and the report which
accompanicd it,* give me much to think
of s but I eannol at present think of i,
being in cvery way overworked and
ovetthoughted.,

I am entircly sensible, however, of
the privilege of being brought inleo
contact with the tecaching in an
establishment of this character, and
hope to be useful Lo you. Would the
Church of England’s principles permit

* Report of Whitelnnds College.
C
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you to accepl the published seiies of
my books Lo bhegih withe® I am
unable, to my sorrow, to take pail in
any prize-givings, or the like,
But always most truly yours,
J. Ruskin.

The Rew. J. 2P Fannilorse.

* Of course wo accepted the books, and they now form
part af the College Sunday Lihrnry.t-_] I LA (A Y

£
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LETTER ILL

el sl o ey rie— -

HrANTWOOD,
CoNISTON, LANCASIIIRE,
aSeptember 10tk, 1877,
My DEAR SIR,

Ves, 1 shall be proud that you should
make such a sclection*®; but please
don't put “wisc,” only necessavy, If
it Ze this it mast be that,

Faithfully yours,
J. RuskiIn,
* A Sclection from Letlers {0 Voungy Gh s, whith
Mr, Faunthorps proposed to inclide In one of tho
Reading Books in the Whitelands Sovies for Olrls, Mz,

Ruskin aftarwoeds withdrew his pavolssion, and the
solection naver appenad,
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LETTER V.

[BRANTWOOD,
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE,
October 10th, 18%7%.]

o
Please no publishing of gift, which

is mere nothing to such a school. I
am 50 very glad Miss Stanley hkes the
Book,*® but surely the red and blue
ornamentation 15 easy enough to copy?
Iver faithfully yours,
J. RUSKIN.

* A manuscript Bible of the fomteenth centiny, me-
sented Ly Mr., Iyusklu to Whitelands College.
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LETTER VI,

1IN TIITI,
Lonnon, S.E.
N December 1484, 1847,

DrarR Mr, TAUNTIIORDE,

I chance fortunately to De in town
al my pet cousin’s, who, as ladies say,
is ‘“dying” to see the waistcoat, so I
send my servant over to bring it, I
should have comec myself had I not
been laid up with ceold, and shall not
be long in writing of its reception o
Miss Stanley.

I hope al any rale to wail on you
and Missg Slanley & day or two afler
Christmas, if she will be then o
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Chelsea. The Report of the Students
is indecd onc you may be happily
proud of.
Ever most faithfully yours,
T, Ruskiw,

The Rew. [, D Fannthorpe,
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LETTER VII,

BranTWOOD,
CONISTON, LANCASHIRY,
April 19k, 1878,

DrArR MR, FAUNTIORPE,

I can yel say nothing lo all my dear
and noble firiends, but what would
grieve them,—this illness having been
one continucd vision to me of my self-
ishnesses, prides, insolences, failures,
writien down day by day, it seemed to
me, with revelsed interpretation of all
I had fondly thoughl done for others,
ag the mere foaming onl of my own
vanity, If only those dear good gitls
could know how muchh more I always
in truth thought of their doings than of

B
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my talkings, and how ashamed I am to
cause them any concern, when there
are thousands of suffering people, how
much worthier than I, And yet how
thankful T am to them, and how hclp-
less to say it. I am not allowed to
write, but they will believe my gratitude
to them, and my sowow thal I have
been no more to them, except in fruit-
less mtention,
Ever faithfully theit and yous,
J. Ruskiw.
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LETTER VIIL

— gy —

BrANTWOULD,
CONISTON, LANCASIHIRE,
January sth, 1880,
y
My DEAR FAUNTIIORPL,

It may be very likely that under
present condilions you cannol futilize’
at Whitelands one of the most glorious
books ever wiillen by any nation in
any language,

But T hope I may some day convince
you that you cannot utilize Shakespearc
by lelling your young women pring
atticles on the character of Ophelia,
nor ulilize anything for them while they
vhink themselves able to write lives
of Ihyden, or called upon to do so.
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Nor is theic the smallest reason in
your giving them my final definition of
money, any moic than in your insisting
on the mathematical definition of a
line. But you can perfectly well make
them understand that two right lines
cannot enclose a space, and that three
can ; and that peisons who have money
in quantities, can order Jabour in quan-
tities, can employ armies in assassina-
tion, fools In machifie making, whoie-
monge1s in painting lewd pictures, and
hoise breeders in destroying the moals
of every boy in England, And thal
all these powers of Moncy have
nothihg to do with any matters of
Exchange,

And these things you have the power
and intellect to ascerlain, & yew will,
You entirely waste youriime in reading
my Lamp of Lruth;* you know all
that is in 2kat beforehand, and it

comes {0 nothing in the end, Master
N The Seven '.Elnuuu of A rekiteetnre, Chapter il



JOHN RUSKIN. 17

my Munera Puloeris, and you will be
master of many things beside that,
Iiver affeclionately yows,
J. RuskIn,
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LETTER IX.

BrAN1WOOD,
CoNISLON, LANCASHIRL
ol fune 6thy 1880.]

Drar MR, FAUNTUIORPE,

The long letler is in my mind Lo be
wiitten to you, bul I think it will come
bioken into other forms now, about
ugliness, and get into my Scott aiticles,*

I do so wish I could come and sce
the picture fames, and much else.
But what you mainly want, and without
which nothing will be of real useg, is
lovely figme picture, T shall he in

N Felion, 2ar and Fowl—five papers confribited
0 The Nueteenth Confery hetween Juun 1880, and
f)cluhe;ﬁ:ﬂﬂ: s 1eprinted in ey fhe Odd Road, vol (1 -
PR 3=160.
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lown neat month, and will clioose you
some, and give them Lo you with 8L
Geowge's love—il you will pnemise 1o
hang up no maote benstly Aphides, and
Cockioaches, and things.®
Iiver most truly yows,
I+ Ruskr,

* Mr. Ruskin died send some heautfful deaw ings,
wlini ware duly lumg upon the walls nr \Whitelangs
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LETTER X,

— ——s ik — T

BRANTWOOD,

CONISTON, LANCASHIRE,
June 8¢k, [1830,]

DrArR MR, FAUNTIFIRPE,

It 1s wet to-day, but I hope to
dispatch a nice patcel of pretty things,
I'm very happy in the thought of being
allowed to do so. Please make the
gitls understand once for all that if ¥
send Saints or Angels I don’t want 1o
make papists of them, but only to give
them cieatmes to think of who haveno
physical constitutions to bother them,
and must be taken as a whole, wings
mnd all, for better or woise,

Ever gralefully yours,
J. Ruskin,

H“"'-;\. LIE‘R&Q‘I . r,
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LETTER XL

—t

BrantTwoon,
CONISTON, LLANCASHIRE,

ﬁﬁacmr&er 18¢%, 1880,

Drar MR, FAUNTIIORPE,

You call me ¢ Master’ in private. 1T
know you dare not confess me for one
in public j—but-—do you know ac-
curately and thoroughiy w4y you daie
not ¢

In your article on Money you quote
an entirely common and valucless bit
of me, but you repeal deliberately Lhe
lie which I have Deen twenty yems
fighting against, with my entire heari
and soul. You have much more than
the power of mihd necessmy {0

Q
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undastand the nature of that Lie,
What is it that makes you shrink from
using the mind God gave you, in this
one direction ?  The Lie Is, apparcntly,
a very innocuous one—+ Money 15 a
Medimmn of Exchange.”

You might find it out to be a lie
merely by defining its words,  Ask just
what #s & Medium ? Having defined
that, ask farther, when you give a penny
for & loaf, where is 1@ Medivml  Vou
have a penny; Somebody clse has a
loaf; you exchange the penny for the
loaf. Bul where’s the Aedien 7 Bul
you might find it out to be a lic by
substituting the false definition in the
most important passage in which the
word Money is used in all human
literature,

“The love of Money is the root of
all Bvil.”  Tryit with ¢ ¢ The love of o
Medium of Tixchange is the rool of all
avil.”  WWIlL L still be true T 1 still
"Word of God’~in cvangelical sense ¢
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Is it still word of a wise man, in human
and common scnse? Now jwox have
assuredly commonsense cnough, and
divine spirit enough, to understand the
difference between this Lic-definition
and the true one.  “ Money is an order
for goods.” And you can see that
though the Bible sentence will not read
so musically, it will read as truly, and
with much mere meaning, when you
substitute #s deffhition 1 * The love of
Orders for Goods is the root of all
Evil.” That is to say, the love of
Power, to begin with, and of Con-
sumption, to end with. The cndeavour
to get the grasg of Goods, nstead of Lo
produce them 7 and to get the privilege
of devouring them, instead of ihe
faculty of creading thom.,

You can sce, also, that when yon
define the terms farther this Gtrue de-
finition bceomes a hundredfold more
precious, For you have (o define the
word ‘Goods,” and Lo distinguish



-
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‘ Goods' fiom *Evils, which to do is
of all the work proposed in any
Training College the precisely Primaty,
I amt going to print this letter in next
Fors ; and probably also for separafe
circulation,®  Rut will you firsl give
me an answer to be printed with 1t ?
And be asswed that I shouvld not have
written it unless, first, I had trusted
much in your friendship, your courage,
and yowr sinceiity ;%and, seconely—so
much admired both the subslance and
arrangement of this volume of yours
on Houschold Science, as to hope with
all my heart that it may Dbeecome
oracular in every Inglish and un-
LEnglish Fousehold, alike to those thatl
are far off, and to them that arc nigh,
Liver yours respectfully and
affectionately,
Jonn IRUskiIN,

The Ko [, I Zaunthorpey, Al A,

* This letier has never yot been pinted, either In
diops Clawigesa or seDarately,



JOHN RUSKIN, 28

Posrscript —ANede to be gt Lo the
question ¢ Where 15 the Medium’ when
the letter is published.

You would probably at first answoer
“ Tt is not a penny, but my knowledge,
that I rea/ly exchange with the baker
for head, and the penny is the
¢ Medium ' of Zhat exchange!”

But, if the DBaker wanted your
knowledge, you would not need the
penny, #or e také i, He would give
you the loaf for the Latin lesson at
once. That exchange needs no * Me-
dium,’” and can have none. The
exchange of English coals for American
meat indeed nceds the ¢ Medium’ of o
ship, but not of money. If there were
nane in the world the exchange would
still take place, as il docs now, and a
tally of notches on the masts would
cxpress every condition of debt and
credit.  And you will find, in cvery
other conceivable instance, that money
15 not a ¢ Medinm of Exchange,’ but an

il
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¢« Order for Goods 'y and that, therefore,
its 1eality as Money depends on there
being Goods to Order,—which your
vulgar economist, and your Ingland
taught by him, never considers it his
or her business to asceitain ] And the
cssential diffetence between having n
thousand pounds in your pocket-hook,
or anly a penny in your purse, is nol
that you can become a Mcediator of
your KFxchanges, bt that you can
become a consumer of more goods.
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LETTER XII

. e - e e————

BranTwoon,
CONIS1ON, LANCASIIRLE,
VDecember, 1880,)

#

i

Drar MR, FAUNTIIORPE,

You would see that my lctier was
wriften hastily, In ihe first passion of
sorrow al finding you still in that net
of the Iowler, and amid nolsome
pestilence, My sccretary sent il off
before I had revised, either it or your
miicle, and T must throw it inio com-
pleter form, But the first appeal of it
Lthe main thing, is the questjion—\Vhy
you do nol examine into the truth of
this mighty thing, this acnrafe Tnemy
of God,
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Your whole ailicle is a seiics of
confusions between Coin, Money, and
Goods—not  worth scparate notice,
but leading to such teirific generaliza-
tions as—*if everybody agreed to take
tin, tin would do as well, etc., etc,”
and—* the use of moncy is fo duy
what we want,”” as if it could not
be used to prodwece it also; as if il
could not be adused, in that fatallest of
all ways, for 1eprodiicing itself!  Not,
but that, for your simple readers, the
immediate purchase 15 of coursec the
thing to Dbe lectured on first, but how
of saving? how of giving? The post-
script, scribbled yesterday, then copied
that you might see it clearer, I send to-
day—copy and manuscript draft, in
case you like to keep the letter by
itselfl There arc all sorts of verbal
niceties requiring o be dealt with in
your definitions, ¢ Means' in IEnglish,
has entirely ceased like ‘moyen,’ (o
lranslate ¢ medium.’  That wod g
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properly used in science (and in
Spititualism ?)—but in your atticle it
stands for ‘ instiument,” method of, way
of, a totally different thing. Again,
* Money is the measure of value?; con-
sider what equivocaiion is in that
sentence, It is the demomination of
value, bul not Lthe weawns, sustrumeniunt
of measurcment. A pint pot does
measure bulk of liquids, a foot ## bulk
of solids, and a pound wcight the
weight of both, DBut thethingthat you
say Money is the measwre of, Value?
What 7s that itsclf?  You menn thai
Aoney measures Money price—/e. 8
the denominator of it.  Bul, whal is it
that money price measuies?
Ever affectionately yours,
Iy Ruskin,
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LETTER XIII,

DBrANTWOOD,
CoNISI'ON, LANCASHIRE,
LDecember 2314, 1880,

Dear MR, I"AUNTIIORPE,

I am deeply grateful for your kind
letters, If, with others equally kind,
but not a thousandth parl as imporiant,
must be only thanked to-day, for
Christmas brings more duties than I am
able for, and I have only read yet the
beginning and end of yours.

But at once let me pray you to
reconsider your first sentence, *The
essence of a lie is ils intention.” The
essence of defng a lieris intention § the
essence of a Lie is-~its own falsehood,
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If you affectionalely iell a child that
hemlock is gooed for him, the memory
of your inlenlions may make your regrel
light, but not the carth on his coffin,
I criticize your book for your readers,
nol for you, And I used the ugly word
¢ lie’ as the equivalent of a Talschood
—first, because it 1s shoiter and
plainer ; secondly, beeause {not by you,
bt by those whose {eaching you have
followed) the Falschood 7 intended,
deliberale, conlinual, and in its work
Deadly, more than the black plaguc.

I can say no more to-day, but am
ever,

Faithfully and affectionately yours,

T, Ruskin,
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LETTER XIV,

BRANTWOOD,
CoNISTON, LANCASIIIRE,
December 24th, 1880,

DEAR MR, FAUNTIIORPE,

I wish you a Happy Christmas, Bul
s0 I do to ithe robins, and the wrens,
You cannot but have a Thoughiful
Christmas, ## a happy one, being a
Messenger of Christ. And are you
not also by vow a priest of the Most
High God? And are you not trusted
with {he training of the trainers
of Christ’s little ones in the way they
should go—govern-esses, Lo whom,
more than to their mothers, England
now trusts her giri-souls ? the Mothers
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being mostly incompetent, and having
wings only like butterflics, no{ hens,

(rovernesses, or Schoolmisiresses, or
tcachers in schools of this or that use-
ful thing, whatever they are to be, in
whatever rank, over whatever rank,
what a mighty power this is, given (o
you ! I do not know, clearly, how wide
it 15, or how deep. TFor the lowlier it
is, the deeper it is, and the morc
necessay it should be true and pure in
iLs teaching, The Misiress may learn
at any time of her life, but the Ser-
vant must al the village school, if
ever,

To you, theiefore, if lo any ordained
man in all this England, comes straight
and close home Si. Paul’s charge®
« Thou, Oh Man of God, flec thesc
things, and follow aficr lighteousness
-] give thee charge in the sight of
God who quickeneth all things, and

¥ Sea 1 Timothy, v re-xg,  Mio Ruskin's tianslas
Lo dillers somewhat from the nuthorved veysion,

K
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before Christ who before Dilate hore
the good confession, #enw who Dbefore
many witnesses hast confessed the good
confession, that thou keep the com-
mandment  spotless, unrebukable,
until the Epiphany of our Lord,” [lec
tese things ! What things? Keep #2¢
Commandment, What Command-
ment? Will you lock, and tell me,
What things? What Commandment ?
and if you aie minded to obey it, ox to
dispute 1t ?
BEver your loving friend,
JoHN RyUsKIN,

P.S. Perhaps this letter may begin a
quieter and more accurately arranged
examination of the maiter at Issuc
between wus, than my first hastily
written appeal to you, And, for the
first step m the scientific part of i,
will you tell me why, if Money be a
Medivm of Exchange, and no more
Lhan that, we may not all of us have all
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we want of it, and equal use of i,
Wiy should not the government issuc
any quantity ; and why should a miscr
be looked on as unking, if the thing
he pleases himself in hoarding can be
supplied for the asking to everybody
else? Why should any soul of us be
poor, if the issuing of bank-noles by
the ton would make us rich? Can a
Medium of Iixchange in your pocket
be rendered useless by puiting more of
of il ip mine?
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LETTER XV,

BranTwonn,
CONISTON, LANCASITIRE,
Leconber 3156, 1830,

Diear Mz, IFAUNTHQRPE,

The Camecllins are here, and I
thank Mrs, Faunthorpe for sending
them,

But I have writlen to you in weari-
ness and painfulness, and T must have
answer to Lhe three quite definite ques-
tions in my lasi letter before I speak
of any of the matiers entered upon in
your non-answer of iwo days ago.
You cannot possibly begin the year
with any work more pertinent, or more
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imperative.  Very carnestly 1 wish you
healtly, and powery, and peace in ity
days. And am,
Your faithful friend,
Joun Ruskin,

Zhe Kew, J. 2\ Fannthorpe, M A,
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LETTER XV

BrAarTwWoOUDb,
ContsToN, LANCASITIRE,
January 2nd, 1881,

Drar MR, FAUNTHORPE,

I am most truly grateful for your
loving and kind letter, A good deal
of what is worst in the bottom of mo—
and saddest in the midsi—had been
stirred up Dy the implication in your
former letter that I was likely to engage
yout in oppositions of science, falsely so
called ; and by the reading of the TP/
lands Annwual, which I will not speak
of to-day,~but only ask you to add to
your present compliance with me (he
caveful reading of paragraphs 12010 137
in the old copy of Zhe Queen of the Air,
which perhaps you may like to keepe—
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only you nwst make some of the gitls
copy the corrections on a copy * I will
send for that operation ; and please let
Lthem also capy the enclosed note t into
it, and into their own, which I will send
nlso if they hav'n'l one,

I have sent a book I to Whitelands,
which, if they could study every word
of (I doubl not theiv willingness) would
be an education better than any living
queen’s,

Iiver yours affectionately,
J. Rusiw.

[ T following is the v Note” veferved to
in the preceding letler. It is lo e
observed that the Nole s leaded
“ Demwmarke THilL  although i

" Phens copres tons were mndde by Me, Ruskin on o
capy of e first (1860) edition of Ve Queen of the Ain
"'hay ware, howevar, hut trivlal; and weio mode tse of
hslr v 1":1.11[1!.11'!]1“?# when prepming the fowmih {1883)
gc iti:;:;f :}F;}}:ﬁfwm :ﬁﬁ“ hli;‘:l:’-. T f{lltu Eﬁ:r M]r. ]Rusklu.-
Soo ke oeraphy af Kwskin, 1 vol, 1. p. 123

t The "ng" Inﬁitrud {0 l'ull:;:&wag:il g letter~—pgost,
1Th .ID“. Xs
lpt !-’:':I;a,r# s Alnfs, translated tnto Seoltish Vevrse by
Prafessor Gawin ﬁmrgﬁr.r, Bishop of Dunbeld, 1710,
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Jetier itself is addressed jrom Dranl-
wood. Doubtless ¥ wwas an old
nole, writien fn London al some
earlier date, and now jor lhe first
time made use of]

Drnyakk IILt, S.E,

Real value, as opposed to mere price
in market, which is the received value
among buyers and sellers of it under
particular circumstances.

The conditions of real money-value
may be best understood by supposing
the represented property first infinitely
large, and then infinitely small,

Imagine a territory so richly pro-
ductive as Lo require no labour, Lvery
kind of necessary or pleasant food,
fruit, or flower, laid up in sitoic or
gatherable on the insiani, and only &
few inhabitants on it unable (o consume
the thousandth pari of its abundance.
Noonc would have to pay for anything
but the trouble of curriage, and for an



JOUN RUSKIN, 41

incommensmably small sum  might
possess whatever he chose—the value
of money being thus infinitely large,
and passing through thal infinitly into
nothing,

Suppose on the contrary the food
consumed by pestilence, gradually to
the last grain of cornj the inhabitants
would gradually pay more and more for
a liltle food, their whole fortune at last
for a handful of corn—and the value
of money thus becoming infinitely small,
would pass on this side also, as the
last food was consumed, into zero,

Between these two zoros—ihe use-
lessncss which signifies that eveirything
may be pgot withew! money, and the
uselessness which signifies that nothing
can be got with it—ihe real value of
moncy oscillales according to ithe
actually atlainable quantity of goods,
and the market value of money accord-
ing to the caprices and panics of

commercial minds,
A
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LETTER XVIL

—

BRAN I'WOOD,
ConistoN, LANCASHIRE,
January 25th, 1831

My pmAR FRIEND,

The Queen of Air shall be seni by
to-morrow’s post, and thank you fox
reminding me, and for all your letter.

Very thankfully I will give the annual
LProserpina, but not as a prize. I have
deep and Increasing sense of the wrong
of all prizes, and of every stimulus of
n competitive kind, There should he
a strict and high pass-standaid in all
skills and knowledges required, hut onc
which 1t should be dishonourable to
fall short of, nol a matter of exultation
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or ground of praise to reach, In all
compelilions, success s more or less
unjust,  The best marker for instance
means, fis, the best eyes. Why should
a poor illsighted girl strain haselfl
against a hawk? TLet all who have fair
sight, learn to mark neatly ; those who
have pride in doing supremely well,
have enough reward in doingso, And,
again, i1t would not in the Jeast follow
that the best marker was the girl who
would best cnjoy, or use, Proserpina.
Do you rceollect the preity story of
“the Bracelel’ in Farends Assistant?
While I intensely dislike all forms of
competition, I helieve the recognition
of uncontending and natural sweri% Lo
he one of the mosl solemn dutics alike
of young and old, Suppose you made
it a custom thal the scholars should
annhually choose by ballot, with vowed
secreey, Lheir Queen of May? and that
lhe eclected queen had, with other
more impoitant rights, that of giving
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the Proserpina {o the girl she thought
likeliest to use 1t with advantage? It
would be a stimulus to me to gel out

another volume quickly |

I forget what my letler of Lecember
24th was, Perhaps I could mend it if
you wish really to use it. I have done
nothing lately but half-well,

Ever affectionately yours,
J. Rusxinw.



JOHN RUSKTN. 45

LIETTIER XVILL

[ re—

BRANTWOOD,
CoONISLON, LANCAYITIRY,
January 2844, 1881,

My bprar Fruonn,

I am mightily delighted by your
concession to my romantic fancies, and
greatly interested to know how the thing
will work | VYour idea of intrusting the
queen with some  queenly dulies of
helping others is very delightful also.
In my first endeavour to get this
notion wvealized, i was Lo Dbe in a
country towi,* ail the school givls over
seventeen and under twenty-one being
eligible, and the clectors to be all be.
Lween ten and sevenleen, The queen

*oilis wae b g ghl's schiool, Winningion 1all,
}gmt}nﬁt_h, Cheshive-ithe sceny of Fhe Bihics of the
?i'lr 1

N
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was to choose two maiden collecagucs—
‘mintsters’ rather—whom she would,
and with their advice and personal
aid was to administer o certain sum
annually to the poor of the town, for
their better comfort and pleasure. Not
parish relief, nor physic, nor coals and
blankets, but nice things, and unheard
of and unthought of excepl by the
May Queen. I had nearly gol this
done by a girl who was at one time a
very steady disciple of ming, and Rich |
Her relations moved Heaven and Earth
to stop 1t (moved the o#her place and
Earth, T mean) and got it stopped,
until the girl fell in love with somebody,
who, I suppose, taught her to make a
better use of her money, for I have
never heard of her since ! #

* Theso very interesting letters 1efer to tho instiin-
tion of the annual May Queen Festival at Whitclands
College, ane of AMr Ruskin's happiest hwpirations,
M1 Faunthorpe has twice written a detailed necount
of the proceedings § 7 e, in The English Filustvated
N gy LA s ST R I

:

included a chapter upon the hul;]nrt{rhnp. vy, A,
Kpugkin's May Queensy in his Sendies in Rusifn, 1800,
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But I think in the quicter and yot
more dignified canditions under which
this experiment will be (ried at While-
lands, it has better chance of success,
And for my own parl of the business, I
will give you the entirc series of my con-
stant publications, every year, from the
first to the last. This does not include
the Seven Lamps, of which the supply

P 127+730. 3y Faunthorpe's svlicle in e Niye-
Zeentle Centnry was published when this volume wns
niteady in type, and includes saveral extiacts from hr,
Ruskin’s letters horve givenat length, M Faunthorpe
nlso prints the following Collect ™ for the giver of the
dav's pleaswee,” which ix juteaduced into the secvics
held ench May.day in the Collega Cliapel {—

O Lord God Abwmiphty, Lord and Creafor of the
doddies and souls af men, Maker and fuspirer of the
mighidest? intelieeis, we all pray Thee fo bless and
feserve John Rusking 1o whow qoe oqve the plensures
of this day : stand &y him in froudles, so Hial they
may have yo porwer cver kim fel Thy holy angoels
ewer giard i : comfor b him ewith (e dove ;3/“}&::
Joung, for he is now LRy aged servant: and finally
f?ka hin to Thyself, ﬁ':‘ © Jesus Christ Iffs soks
Auren,

Tha Whitolancds Cn“ﬂiﬂ! May Queemn Festival hag
been lavgely copied, and wmany similar celebiations
are now ligld in varions pats of the cmmlrf'. Even in
Ticiand the Idea has taken root, apdat the High School
for Girls iy Cork (whose ITead Mlistress, Miss Mnrtin,
Is an old Whitelanda goveiposs) n Roge Fesiival hng
heen establiched, Me, Ruskin presenting apeh yenr a
gold cross to the Rose Queen, together with a nnher
}1}' his Dooks fun dHenibition nmonz her dakde of
onHon,
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is limited, nor Fars, which is not meant

for gitls—but all the blue-backed ones,

with Frondes, the new Stones of Veniee,

the Bidle of Amiens, etc.; and the*
queen shall, by necesgsary rule, keep for

herself either Sesamie or the Queen of
the Air, whichever she likes best; and

the rest she shall give, one hook to

each of the girls whom she shall choose

for it, I return bit of letter, which is

really very nice, and I cant much

mend it. And I want to know if

you've room for some more piclures

and things, and if any of the gitls can

draw pretty well in my sort of way?

leaves and so on?

Ever affectionately yours,
J. RUSKIN,

* Although Mr. Ruskin here oxcluded Fhe Seyen
Lamps of Arclitectnre and Foys Clavipera from the
s:}rles of books promised, &0¢% works have afevays heen
glven



N
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THE. MAY QUERN’S 'mu-:'ss (itoR 'fHBB}..
..{,J;';r'gm’:f oy Aiss Kate Grevnazoa L,
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LETTER XIX,

- =r—acr JE R —

- BrANTWOOD,
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE,

April 41k, 1881,
DeAR MR, FAUNTHORPE,

It is still winter here, but by count
of days the May is coming, I suppose |
I'we almost ceased counting them, in
this last illness ; but am awake out of
“the. wild sleep once more, and hope
that I may still see a May morning in

this, and yet another or another, year,
- T hope the May Queenship is begin-
ning to be thought of? I wiote to-
cday to my publisher to get Imn‘cct set
of books ready, o
Tiver faithiully yours,

- TounN RUSKIN.

0
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LETTER XX

BRANTWOQOD,
CONIS10N, LANCASHIRE.
April 64, 1881,

Dear MR, IFAUNTHORPE,

I am deeply thankful and happy for
your lovely letter, and 1eally trust that
I shall live to show my sense of the
affection, and all else that is best in
heart and thought, which you me all
giving me, Tl write to Miss Stanley
very quickly.

This one line of thanks is Lo you and
the College, and 1o say that I've writlen
to-day to a goldsmith in whom I have
confidence about a little cross of gold,
and white May-blossom in enamel, for
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the Queen.® T think it will be mote
poper for the kind of Collegiate queen
she 15 to be, than a ciown or fillet for
the hair.

I don’t think you nced be anxious
about me any more just now. The
illness has done me very little mischic
and that little mendable in time—nor
that a long time, with common mu-
dence,

And so always believe me,
Iver affectionately yows,
J. Ruskin,

* The {a0ss of Gold has at various times been
degsgrned by Mr. Arvthur Sovern, Mis. Sevein, and Sir
T2 HBurne-Jones. In 1888 the Mny Queen's digss was
designed by Misy Kate Groenawny.
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LETTER XX

BRANTWOOD,
CONISTON, L.ANCASIIIRE,
April 1044, 1881,

DEar MR, FAUNTHORPE,

It grieves me to answer your kind
letters with cavils, but I must say a
word or lwo about Consiance. It is
surely no proper part of your training
at Chelsea fo teach your girls to scold ?
What else can they leam in King John
or his company? The play 15 more
gross than Zhe Merry Wives of TVind-
sor, without one spark of its humour or
tint of its grace., It is as ghastly as
Richard L4, without its power; and
as impossible as Midsummer Night's
Dream without the relief of Titana and
her Donkey! It was writlen for the
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lower Tnglish audience, which could
be pleased by sceing a child kill him-
sellfl by jumping off a wall, and enter-
tained by the deliberation whether its
eyes should be burned out. There is
not one characlter of honour, stiength,
or ordinary human intellect in the
whole play—excep? the poor boy, who
only speaks a seutence or two beyond
the one scene with Hubert; and the
Bastard is a mere libel and blot on
English courage and virtue (sec his
mean speech on Commodity), As for
Constance 3 if your girls care Lo study
good scolding, they may see il fresh
and natural in Billingsgaie, without the
forced and loathsome death metaphors
with which the stage-effecl is garnished.
Have any of them ever read my Sézai¥
Gate * with any vestige of allention P
It is the most imporiant educational
picce I ever wrole, and touches, as
near as I can word it, all I have to say

* Pt V. of Aorafugs i Mareitee,
'['.'ll
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in this my old age concerning the
weakness of so many young women of
good fiery gifts, * who think it finer (o
be a sybil or witch than a useful house-
wife,” But Constance 13 neither a sybil
nor a witch, and never speaks a word
or thinks a thought that is either be-

coming or availing.

After this tirade I console myself
with conveyance of a plece of, to mg,
very pleasant news, thal Mr Scvein
has made a sketch of our hawthori
cross which I think quite lovely, and
I've sent it to be put in hand to-day.
Isend you a .Strait Gad in case you
haven't one, I would send you alot if
you would give them for lessons. Sece
the account of Rhetoric especially.

Ever affectionately yours,
J. RUSKIN,

P.S —I am afraid Mrs, Scvern is
laking gieal advaniage of your good
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sempsiresses, I heatr (o-day of entirely
ncw pillow-cases “cut oul,” 1o be sewn
up, I suppose, and matked J. R.!
Whal pride and luxwmy for us, and
Fredeiick the Great with a wisp of

straw |
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LETTER XXIL

Wmp—t

BRANTWVOOD,
ConI1STON, LANCASIIIRE,
April a1sé, [1881,]
DeEAR MR, FAUNTIIQRPE,

In case anything should be already
in debate of the May matiers (though
I hope you're still all at play, and
nobody come back), this is just to say
that all your letter was delightful to
me, and nothing on my part to he said
either more, or modifying—except only
that I think there’s jusl a sowpgorn of
too much fuss about the matter, I
should rather have liked the girls o
have chosen their queen in their own
time and way, and presented her to
the Principal (who should have been
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studiously kept ouwl of Sight, Know-
ledge, and Tear, during the Election,
and profoundly in the dark afterwards
as to its result! till May morning) in a
crown of primroses and violets at
neakfast, the Principal being expected
to be her Most Obedient all that day,
and then think no more about her!
That would seem to me a litlle the
healthier way; it will be very Awful
for the queen, surcly, as you have
planned it! but, I suppose, more
Morally Tremendous and impressive
to everybody,

But, quite scriously; we aZ/ here,
Murs, Severn and I and our sympathetic
friends, do wish that a2 the gils, to
the very jumioresi, junissescst—whal
ought the word to be? littlest, I mean,
and foolishest—and that wouldn’t be
the youngest by any means, as young
women are now a days| and make
themselves—down 1o the youngest
anyhow, had a vole! Surely the little

()
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minds are onc clement in appreciation,
of a very critical sorl indeed ?

Can’t wiite a word more to-day, ex-
cept just over lenf, Surely Bichord 17,
with Henry's 7V, and gxth and 8th,
ought to be read afvays as a part of
English History, consecuttvely by every
girl you pass?

And Coriolanus is all Roman ITistory
B. C. in few woids, and mighty for
ever-more, These would Le my five
plays for boys and girls alike,

ver affectionately yours,
I, RusriN
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LETTER XXIIL

BRAN rwoon,
CON15810N, LLANCASIHIRIL,
April 2q¢k, 1881,

Drar MR, FAUNTIIORTE,

Whal a loi of work there is in this
Colony book of yours ! I've been writing
such disagrecable letters lately that I
~won't say your time might, bui only
asf whether your time wmightn't have
been Dbetter cmployed! Anyhow I
may say J don't care about Colonics,
bul it loocks a perfect book for people
who.do. 1o you really think I've
wiilten no more than 18 books! You'll
have to send me some more labels®

* 1he Whitelands College prize label, inserted in
ﬁmhl\ volume, and signed  for many yours by Mr.
ushin
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I've owderad the books to be sent
dnectlly, The Cioss is sme {o he
1eady m good time, I doubl not, but
the hawthoin blossom will only be in
gold s time; T couldn’t get enamel
done safely,

Ever affectionately yous,
T, Rusxin.



11 MAY QUEERN'S GOI DN cross (rowr 18B6)

Desigrned by Ao s thur Sever .
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LIETTER XXIV

Fr RFTTE] k] e bl

BRANTWOOD,
CONISLON, J.ANCASHIRL,
[£p1 2 262/, 1831 ]

DrAr FAUNTIHORDL,

Yes, somcbody must wiite aboul
Colonics; let them do it 7z the
Colonies| IHow you evar get any-
thing donc with those Scniois and
Junmiors 1o look after, T can't think!
If I wae a gnl, I’d like to sce any-
hody calling e a ‘Senior’l]! They
should have their faces sciatched if
I was pul in the conlhole fox it,  Also
if I weie the Principal, I'm nol suic
whether T shouldn’t oidain that the
Queen was (o be chosen among the
Juniors |

R
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Of cowmse there’s o be o Cross
every year ! The Deing the likeablest or
nicest gitl of t6o is surcly a thing
which descrves memory, from all who
carc for her or will care, worlh at least
so much fastening of it as may be ina
little golden trinket! "The hooks are
sure to come all 1ight, bul I'm gelting
nervous ahout the Cross, and must
write by this post aboutil, So, goodhye.

Lver affectionalely yous,
], RuUskrix,
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LETTER XXV,

e — e e ]

BRANTWOQOD,
CONISTON, L.ANCASIHIRE,
April agth, [1881.]

My DEAR FAUNTIORPL,

So far from being stupid, or nol
enough, this letler of yowrs is as sweel
and full as one of our pretticst pools
or kindlicsl streams,

T am particulaly happy in  the
change to the Juniors for the Queen-
ship, It secms to me to avold the
harm of seiuous mortification, or
even anger, in the higher minds,
Animis calestibus, il will answer all
prudential conditions in the wise hand-
maidens, and image more completely
what should he the typical state of

A
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young Queens and Kings, having
graver adviscrs,  Also, it makes the
whole thing less ticmendous, more
amusing, and in the following yeat,
the position of the Queen much less
invidious, or {0 herself difficult,  ‘T'he
litile Cross is safe here, and will #p for
this year; but it may be much im-
proved upon nexl year when I'm able
lo see after il in time, Tt shall be sent
so as to reach you registered, I forgotl
this was Friday; I had to tlelegraph
for another patiern of the chain, but it
is sure 10 be in lime if posted on
Saturday. Isend a dozen more signed
labels ; some come more glibly off
than others, and there may be a little
choice, I really thought the Dhooks
would have come to two dozen,® hut
iwo or ithree are oul of print. 1 send
only the first volume of s, which
has pictures, and it inchides the rest,
"Uhe Seven Lamps of drehitectire may

* Phey invaiably totalted moire than #0 ¢ (lozon,



JOIIN RUSKIN. 65

be out of print in a year, but I hope
The Bible of Amiens will be én print,
it 1s much the better book.

I return the Comparison figures,
which arc insciulable by me. Youwr
salisfaction is enough for me, in com-
petitive questions,  The essays I reluin
also, They seem entirely well done,
and would give me more information
than I can take in just now werc I to
read attentively, It afllicts me to find
Lidward the Confessor objecting to
May jollities, In case any friends of
My, and Mrs, Severn, or of mine,
should appeal for admission on Mon-
day, T am sure 1 may trust your kind-
ness Lo allow them to express their
gympathy in the proceedings,

Liver affectionalcly and gratefully
yours,

J. Ruskin,

VOIs 1 ’ b
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LETTER XXVI

i

TIRAN 'WQOI,
Coxnis1oN, LANCASIIRT,
MMay 154, 1881,

Bur what 4o the gitls know then, if
they dont know about the Cross or the
Books! And what a confusion you’ll
have in their heads all at oncel I do
hope no accident will hinder the arrival
of the Cioss in due time, but in casc
such a mischance should befall, the
girls can always make a litle Cross
of Flowers which will do for Lhe
Coronation,

I am pleased with the chain now,
and think it well worth the little 1isk
of declay, Next year there shall be
more than one thorn in the Cross,
however, il isn't moral Lo be all blossom
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and no pickle, As I count, the labels
I sent will be exactly enough, I thiew
away the otheis, but, if any are wanting,

they can easily be pul in aftaiwards,
I hope you will all have a happy and
not harmful day.®
And am,
BEver affectionately youss,
TJ. Ruskin,

You will be a little happier to know
that T am really very well myself, and
am painting currant leaves, and have
proof of the Dabchickt from Press this
morning, and I think il reads well
Perhaps you might 1cad the first pma-
maphs to the girls to-mortow, I've
put the punctuation in, and if you
kindly send the serap to My, Jowelt,
Printing Works, Aylesbury, on Tues-
day, it will be in excellent time,

* %o nll did,” wriles Mr. Faunthorpe, “On the
whole, 1t was the most perfect May Quean Day, just
hecause no one knew nu}rlhmg ahont it, and the stu-

tlents elecied the riglljt Chagen
t Love's Aaandey Lecture i, The Dabckick.
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LETTER XXVIL

L ey Frwbte i PR

ODRANTWOOD,
ConNisToN, LANCASITIRE,
Ay 3rd, [1881.]

DEAR IFAUNTHORPE,

How couid you find time to write me
such a nice letter in your busy day!
But it has made us all here intensely
happy. It i very dclightful to me
that the girls honour cach other'’s
beauty, as well as goodness, and I like
the three “ queen likes her,” for reason
good, The only thotn to me in the
matter is a litlle ashamedness of giving
my own books only,

I am go grateful {o you for thosc
proof corrections, that I presume
farther on them, There is no {rouble
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greater (o me than the final revise, and
as you would certainly be good enough
to me to rcad the book some time or
other, might I send you the last revises
to be read ?7  There would be no hurry
for passing on to printer, and you
should have carfe blanche for cmenda-
(ion or correction, so that you would
not have any tiresome questions Lo
write about, May I?

Love to the queen and her maidens,

Lver yours affectionately,
J. Ruskin,

VOT. I T
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LETTER XXVIIIL

BRANTWOOD,
ConisronN, LLANCARHIRE,
Ay 1644, [1881.]

DEAR IFAUNTIIORDE,

When am I lo have my pholo-
graphs?*® I've been getting more and
moe cxeited al every post, and there
are two a day cven Zeres I have told
my assistant who takes carc of the
drawings ai Oxford, Mr. Crawley, o
walt upon you with measuies of Lwo,
uminleresting, yel more or less
decoralive and illustrative, bits of oil
painting connected with the histories

* Photopiaphs of Miss Tllen Qabowne, the st May
{Jucen.
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of Si. Ursula and Gt Jeiome,* for
which I wonder if you can find room,
till they go Lo the—not yet built ! (nor
begun | 1) new room at Sheffield? One
is the bit of convent in the distance of
Carpaccio’s St Jerome and the Lion,
well and freely copied, and cuiously
graceful as a piece of monastic living
and feeling; the other 1s only the
window of St, Ursula’s room, full size,
to show the frec yet subtle way in
which ihe leaves of the pinks are
painted, I am having a photograph
of the whole picture coloured for you
which will make this piece of it
intcresting,

With these will come a very lovely,
though not quite finished, drawing of
the souith door of the Cathedral of
Florence, but I can’t iell you about
that to-day. This is only Lo give
Crawley credentials to you. T want to

¥ "These drawings are now it the Ruskln Museun:,
ShafTield,
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make those college roomis and passages
more Romantic! these two oil things
may go in any passage corncr where
there’s a little light,

Iver alfectionately yours,
J. Ruskin,
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LETTLELR XXIX,

BRANTWOOD,
CONISTON, LANCASIIIRE,
May 22nd, [1881,]

DEAR FAUNTHORPE,

Photos both quite safe, but I'm
rather frightened of my queen, She
looks to me between 35 and 38,* and
rather as if she would bring back the
inquisition and trial by the rack,
Photographs are horrid things ! I am
so glad you like the Door. T've a lot
more things in my head for you,

Lver alfectionalely yours,
T, Ruskiw,

® Gho wns nhout twenty,
U
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LETTER XXX,

—— — =

BRANTWOOL,
CONISION, T.ANCASIHIRYE,
June otl, (1881, )

DEAR FAUNTHORPE,

I send you the Dadehichs,® trusting
in your kindness to rcad them for me,
I'm dreadfully afraid yow'll be able (o
tell me some of {he things 1 don’t
want lo know ! Whal Tringa means,
or the like, Tl bear it, il you do, as
well as I can.

Liver gratelully yours,
], Ruskin,

¥ Lovd's Mainie, C haptor il 7%e Dabolick.
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ILETTER XXXI,

DBrANTWOOD,
CoNisI'oN, LANCASHIRE,
! July 152, 1881,

My nrar TPRIEND,

I am s0 very glad to hear of this
success of the May Quecen’s choice,
That Apothecary Gold Medal is a
real distinction,® T will send Miss
Crouchert my nexl [Proserpina the
moment it's out. I am hard busy
on it, with 7he Bidle of Amiens, and
two numbers of Zowes Meinie, al
once. Couldn’t help ity had {o do

* Tha Gold Meda] given for Dotany by the Apothes
cariey’ Soriety, which the College won seveial timos,
1 Tho winner of tha Apothecnry Gold Medal,
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appendix of nomenciature, I shall
be quieter now the spiing flowers
ale over,

Liver affectionately yours,
J+ RUsKIN,



JOIN RUSKLN, 77

LETTER XXXI1IL

BrRANITWOOD,
CONISTON, L.ANCASHIRE,

July 3:4d, [(1851.]

DrAR FFAUNYTIIORPE,

Your letler lo-day is very delightful,
but do you mean that the Iinbance
Exammation keeps you next’ or ¢ this’
week, in London ? or shall T wiite Lo
disturh your reposc by the sea al once ?
I'm rather glad about the Archbishop,*
as I had been pitching into him, or at
least pulling his sleeves, abowt Uswy,

Iiver yows aflectionately,
J, RUSKIN.

* My, Faunthorpe had rolated to Mi, Rusgkin sonie
o tho soviows of Ard hbishop Talt,

-~
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This St. John's, King John’s T mean,
programme is dreadfully tantalizing,
To have scen (he May Queen i»

armonr !
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LETTIER XXXIIL

— —ur mrrar-ris

BRANTWOOD,
CONISTON, LANCASILIRE,
July 8th, [1881.)

My pEAR FFAUNTIIORPE,

I am so grieved not lo have
answerced beflore, but could not. Your
piece about the Archbishop was lovely.
I parily forgot, parlly did not know, of
his sorrow., The invitation for recita-
tion is Jowely foo, but T sadly fear I
must not be allowed any excitement,
or cven stirring from home this year,

I write to-day in hasic to say that
I've ordered sixlysliding wooden frames
o be made, for Lhc college, of my
Oxford patiern, to hold little drawings,
photlos, plaies, Ms,, lcaves, ele, such as
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I can send you presenis or loan of
These frames should slide cither into a
fixed shelf with dentils for them above
and below, or, as I have some of mine,
and find it handy, into a scat thal goes
on castors, and may generally be in o
window recess or the like, and be
pulled about anywhere — the frames
sliding down into it, and the lid
cushioned, forming a scat, the framoes
going into il in two rows. I have told
My, Williams, from Messis, Foords, who
has made the frames and has my orders
Lo deliver them al Whitelands, Lo wait
on you as early as possible for any
orders you might wish to give him about
the placing of them,

Lver affectionately yours,
J. Ruskin,
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LETTER XXXIV,

BrAN rwoon,
CONISTON, LANCASHIRE,

[Jidy 15¢k, 1881.)
Drar Fauntiionpy,

If lifc were only what it nsed to he
before Noah's time, or even 120 years
good, I'd come to Ivy Cottage by
return of post.  But, alag | I must use
my Autumn at home, for once, and see
the thyme and heather at their best,

If the proof does not come let me
know at once, and I'll send you another,
There’s no hury ns 'm on other work
now, and your revision will he evely
way invaluable to me,

Yver your gratefu),
J. Ruskin,
Y
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LETTER XXXV,

BRANTWOON,
GONISTON, JLAANCASIIIRL,
YWednesday [ uly 20th, 1881],

DEAR FFAUNTHORPE,

Just back from o seastdelodging—saw
a sandpiper, and was otherwise Dlest
there,  Your charming note just come,
T am sure all your emendalions will be
right, and you shall have all petitions,
except the sofiening down in general,
I don't anger my soul nor vex my g
heart, I relieve il by all violenl language.
Of course if I didn't believe in there
being good people nbout, I should
write nothing, 44 T write now is very
scriously written as a last will and
testament, and with finnl hammering
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down of nails in the elm, and in what
work I leave behind me. If I live
any lime there will he a good deal of
gentle and pleasant soap and water,
served up for washing purposcs, besides
these sputters of sulphur,

Bue pray get quit of the notion that
these bursts of abuse irrilate me, I
lftve in chronic fury only softened by
keeping wholly out of the reach of news-
papers or men, and only to be at all
relieved in its bad fits by studied
expression,  More when the proof
comes, only your letier 1s here today.

liver your affeclionale friend,
7. Ruskiy,
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LETTER XXXVI

BRAN LWOOD,
CoNistoN, LANCASUIRL,
Oclober 3rd, 1881,

DEAR MR, FAUNTITORDE,

Mr. Ruskin desires me lo send you
enclosed piece of Gold, in reference to
which he will wiitc you in a day or
two,

I am,
Yows faithfully,
LAURENCE J. FULLIARD,
Ste,

The Rew. Jo D Fawnthos pe,
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LETTER XXXVIL

.

Bnm*rwuu_n,
CONISTON,; L.ANCASIHIRE,
Qelober 18¢4, [1881.]

My DEAR IFAUNTHORPE,

The square bil of gold means that
you arc an accepled adherent, or oul-
side worker, of St. George's Company,
looked upon by us as our fiiend, and
invited Lo further cooperation, I am
now for the first time thus distinguishing
our ¢lect candidates, I hope you will
hencelorward receive Zhe Bidle of
Amiens, &e., regululy,

Tver aflcclionalely yows,
T, Ruskin,
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LETTER XXXVIIL

BRANTWOOR,
CONISTON, L.ANCASIIIRE,
[ October 215, 1881.]

DEAR FAUNTHORPE,

Si. George would be poor indeed if
he could not give one little bit of gold
in acknowledgment for the affection
and effor, of all & life. I am only
thankful to you for accepling it, But,
not to be tiresome to you, I will accept
your cheque as a contribution to my
fund for Amiens pholographs, drawings,
ete.  I've cver so much ready if I
could only get it printed ; buf the work
I'm upon now, peeling a picee of bog-
land, requires me to be engineering all
cay long,
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'The sguare of gold 18 only heeause
it is more casily and equally cut so.
Tndeed I want to see you, hut cen's get
to town Ull afier Christmas. Anent
Strait Gate: I scold Tlorentines for
thedr sakes, but Constance for her own
sake, I hope to send some more
lovely pictures soon,

Iiver alfectionately yours,
J. Rusxiy,
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LETTER XXXIX

[ Y -y [T

BRANTWVOOD,
ConisToN, LANCASHIRE.
October 28t%, 1881,

Drar FAUNTHORPE,

You must not nsk me to criticisc
poetry, nor sympathise with chapel
building. What I can do for you, in
my own way, I will ; but until you have
dealt with the great questions of Money
and Usury, I can acknowledge no
religious movement as of the slightest
interest or imporiance,

Liver affectionately yours,
Jv Rusky,
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LETTER X1

il

BrANTWOOD,
CONISTON, LLANCASIIIRE,
November 3rd, 1881,

DEAR IFAUNTIIORPE,

It is very delightful and pathetic Lo
me, you all enjoying those things so,
and thinking so much of the cabinel
but I am especially pleased that
Williams has acquitled himself properly,
for T want him to do more work al
Shefficld,  You know 1L isw'y e, but
81, George, who gives Lhe cabinet, I'm
going to charge il to the Guild as a
most lovely bit of our best sort of
work,

T couldn't send you proofs of T%e

Bible of Amiens, the thing pressed so,
AA
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and I knew preily well what I was
aboul in #, bul not n ihe Love's
Meinte, Very thankful I am (o hawe
you under my lee when I'm puzzled.
It is nice your keeping of All Saints, it
is always a great day for me, whether
I recollect 1t or not the Guardian

Angels work for me in i,
Tver your grateful,
J. Ruskin,
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LETTER XLI

ma s rrmrw————

Brantwoon,
CONIETON, LANCASHIRE,
Nowvember 201k, 1881,

My pear Quunn*

Your little note was a great comfort
to me yesterday, for I am in a little
valley, aor glen of shadow, just now,
and feel wonderfully tired and cold in
it, and don't quite know whal's the
matter, Bul a girl’s letier always does
me good, more especially a Queen’s or
Maid of Honour's,

I’m thinking over what next is to
come in that cabinet ; but I chance to
he among Minerals just now, and I

# Wliss Wllen Osboane, tha st May Queen ot White-
Innds College, _
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want you to have a good Mineral
Cabinet at Whitelands before long, as
soon as I've writlen a grammar ef
Crystals for you, Mcantime Ve sent
you to day just seven crumbs of
crystallized gold, which, if you will set
in order on the little tray, sent also,
will be rather a pretty beginning of
things. Under a lens No g is onc of
the most delicale picces ever seen, A
series of such things in a very shallow
drawer under one plale of good glass
is the first thing we must try to achicve,
and let me try o manage it under your
Majesty’s reign, and remain always,
Vour affectionate and faithful servant,
J. Ruskin,

The envelope with (he gold is al the
boltom of Lthe box, under the cotlon,
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LETTER XLII

—rr —vrrer il TR

BRANTWOOD,
CoNIsTON, LANCASIIIRE,
Thursday, November 2445, 1881,

MY DEAR QUEEN,*

It's very nice getting these pretly
letters of thanks, with a little love al
the end of each, which one can save
up and keep, and it will make ever so
much in time, wont it? Tve been
looking thiough my books to find some
more thal would be nice for While.
lands, partly to get another letler! and
partly becausc I am ashamed to have
preity books and never use them, and
practically I find that nearly all my
hooks get mildewed on my shelves lor

* Khliss Lllen Oshoine,
BER
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wanl of use, I hope one thal I'm
sending is prelty safe, for it has always
been near me, that's near the firg toos
in my study—the Hungatiai Woble's
book on the wild plants of Ilungary,
It is done like a gentleman, and there
is a ceitain old Dresden China look
about its covers which one doesn’t get
now a days! Also the plates are so
well yel so simply drawn thal they
may almost seem for slandards of right
botanical drawing, and may be copied
with extreme advauntage.

The two volumes of Ttalian birds
arg very good for modern work, and
parts of the plumage are very wecll
drawn. The two thin folios of healhs
may inlerest the botanical clags, and
are good thorough work, IFinally the
baok on palms is one¢ which I did get
so far in using as to rend it all Lo picces,
and lose most of the text. ‘Thal’s
my usual clementary operation, and
then T begin to make something of
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what's left. But T sce well enough T
shall never do, or say, anyihing about
mmg, and the wrecks of the books
iy limrul here and there (o ihe
classes, I thought it immensely sweet
of your Principal to accepl some ruins
of the like kind of myown old working
books; please give him my love, and
say how pleased I was with his lelier
as well as yours,

Ever my dear Iillen, as far as my
poor little ‘ever’ may reach,

Affectionately yours,
J. Ruskin.
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LETTER XLIIL

oy —

BrRANTWQOT,
CoNISTON, LANCASIIIRE,
November 2711, 1881,

DEAR FAUNTHORPE,

But has Miss Stanley no fears for
my head then? I'm sure #afs much
more likely to be turned than the
queen’s { DBut, as far as I could make
out, you had both™ been telling her thal
her letters would only be troublesome,
and T was bound for Truth’s sake to
efface that impression { What a good
habit she has of writing epsilon for ¢,
look al #2p poor little e above in irouble-

' Ioth—7 ¢, My, Faunthorpe, and Miss Sianley, the
hiead goverress nt Whitelands College.
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some ! and I constantly have to pull
open my ¢'s afterwards like stiff button
0}

1 have ho doubt Mrs, Flerpingham is
right, but I don’t know either Ghirl or
Poll (it sounds very ke an Ivish sailor’s
asseveration ) well enough to have
much opinion, In either case, re-
member the picture is an example of
precision in execution only, and neither
of colour nor sentiment, To the end
of life Ghillandajo remained the gold-
smith and Pollajuclo the anatomist,
In case Thaven't time to write to-morrow
you will, T hope, receive on Wednesday
a #eally valuable gift for the school, the
Noble, Half Noble, and Quarter Noble
of Edward IIL ; only mind they're
nol to ‘buy what you want wiih,' or
whatever you say is the use of such
things !

You have an  awful respect for
Reports, and Prizes, and Class lists |
1 think it says as much for the Reporter

C G
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and Tixaminer as for you when you'ie
pleased,

Liver affectionately,you
T, Foseon
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