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The solence of medicing, ike all other seiences, had s ori-
ofn in this anclent land of the Hindoos. Bui, tinlike all other

=
W?‘l‘lm____;—.— 'H

countries of the world, here, 1n this land of pobhtieal revolutions
and changes, {he healing mt made no further “progress than it
was 1 the fast days of the IDndoo kings, The advent of the g
English in this country inlioduced a developed state of the F
geiente, and the result was, U1l latoly, that Ayurvedic medicines!
had no share of altention from the native niedicdl practifioney
-of the Buropean school, as well as bhe eduented portion of the u
tive community. But the resenrches of theeminent Tur opesn Physl
ciang info the nmedioinal virtues of the Indian plants and ¢h
ancwgnt- Avyan books of medione have brought to light mar
facts deserving high places in the sciencs of Theraputics” Beside
the experience of the last twenty years has proved that the Indi
Drogs, used by the ancient Iindeo Physioians, me mors aday
and ﬂﬁeutivﬂ to Hindoo constaitution than those imported €ro
abr um:l The introduction of Tndizn Dings m the more develop
Tiuropean syslem of medicine has, therefoie, beeome o necossity
tho times. Attempts have been made fto analyse and oxam
tho virtues of the Indian planis and minerals. Some have ahed
found high places in the Bmtish{ Phaimacopesia *--E
The want of & Book m the Befigah 'anguage on Indian Dru}
compiled from the standamd medical woks of the Yindoos; j
embodytng the researchay and experiguess of the Europ
Physweians, has now been folt among the Bengali kno

mediesl pragtitioners of the country To 1emove this wa
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the profession to a cortamn extent I have wventured to undertake

0 compile this treatise The subject 18 so comprehonsive, the
task so oneous, that I fee! myself bent down ab the very
thought of it. I understand my own position and capabilities and,
doing so, I feel that it is presumption ot my part fo underlake to
handle such.an ithpartant bianch of the medieme: Bus I feol the
want, and it is only the dictate of this foeling and nothing more
mthat has induced me to compile this Book, If at my instance abler
and 10r¢ campetent men than I, and I know they are innumer-
ab]e, undertnlce to compile a more uselul work on Indian Materia
“Medica and Therapeutics, I shall feel myself amply 1epaid for
hﬁha labor and thought 1 have bastowed on this humble Book.
 asmigen Tully conseious thab this small volume haz numerous
ﬂBEBLtE ahd short-comings. I shall, therefore, feel decply obliged to
s, who will favor me with any suggestion and obrervation,
rwhl“h would add fo the practical value of futwe editions, Eh@ﬂ&

Lo
xh he called Lox .

AMBIKA CHARAN RAKHIT. |

¥
7

*Aprii, 1879 . )
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