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ANCIENT INBIA,
AS DESCRIBED BY KTESIAS.

INTRODUCTION.

 The Iafe and Writings of Ktésias.
"TCKtésias belongs the distiuction of having
been the first writer who gave to the Greeks a
special - tregtise on India—a repion concerning
=vhich they had, before his time, no further know-
ledge than what was supplied by the few and
Jeagre notices of it which had .appeared in the
Gecgraphy of Hékataios of Milétos, and in
‘the History of Beroddtos. This "Ktésias was
a native of Knidgsg, an important Lakedemo-
nian, colony situate on the sea coast of Karia, and
was the son of Ktédsiokhes (or Ktésiarkhos).!
His faniily, as we learn from Galen,? was a branch
~of the Askidpiadai, a caste of priests settled
principally in Kos and Knidos, with whom medicine
- was an hereditary profession. He was contem-
porary with Hippoekrat€s, who like himself
was an Agklépiad ; but he was very much younger
than his illustrious kirsman, though by how
many years we know not, as the date of his birth
cannot be agcertained. We may conclude, however,

'V, Tzets. Chel. 1. 1; Suidas, Eudoc. p. 268; Plu-
tarch. Artaxerees: Lucian., Ver. Hist, L 3. .
2 Tom. V. p. 652, 1. 51 ed. Basil,

1 ~
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that he must have risen to eminence by the
~ pragtice of his art before the year 418 s.c., for
about that time he repaired to Persia, probably on
the invitation ef the king who appointed him
physician to the royal:conrt. - Here he remained
for 17 years, of which the first eleven were spent
under Darius II, and the remaining six under
his successor Artaxerxeés Mnémon? He
aecompanied the latter when he took the field
agamst Cyrus, and, as wg learn from Xenophon,
cured the wound which his royal master received
in -the battle of Kuna¥a.* Scon after ﬂaﬁ fie
appears to have left Persia and returned, .to his
own country. “This was in the yeor 398, a,fter
which we know nothing of his career. &
Ktésias diversified his professional with liter-
ary pursuits and-was the author of several workg-
of which the muost 1mpﬂrtaut was his histcry of
Persia. This was written ™ 23 books, of Wwhich
the first six contained the history of the Adsyrian
monarchy down i@ the fowndation of the kingdom
of Persia. The next seven conteined the hmtnr}r of
Persia down to the end of the reign of Xerxes,
and the remaining ten carried the history down
to the time when the auther left the Persian
Court. This great work, whatever may have been
1ts other merits, possessed this especial value, that
the facts which it recorded were derived prmmpall ¥

|

 Dioddros (L., 1) followed by Tactzes (Chil. L. i, 82),
writes that Ktésias fighting with his countrymen on be-
hatf of Cyrus was takon prisoner at the battle of
Kunaxa, and was thereafter on account of his skill in
medicine taken into tho ¥ing’s scrvice, in which he
remained for 17 years. A comparison however of well

ascertninoed facts dlbLI‘Ldltb this &t&tﬂmﬂnt
V. daeb, I vidi, 29.

e
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from the Persian state-records® which Ktésias wag
permitted. by the king to consult. His stage-
ments, as might be cxpected, are frequently ak
variance with those of Herodotos ghose sources of
. information were different. H&™is also in a few
1instances af variance with his contemporary Xeno-
phon. The work unfortunately no longer exists,
but we possess a brief abstract of its contents
made by Photios,eand some fragments which
- have béen preserved by Diodoros and other writers.
. Besides the History ahd the Treatise on India,
Ktésfas appears to have composed several minor
works. Thesc consisted, so far as is known, of
treatisé on the Revenues of thp Persian Em-
pire, two tre'atis.es of a geographical natnre—one
being on Mountains, and the other on Rivers, and
some books of voyages entitled Periplos.
. “The Indika of Ktésins, like bgs other works,
‘has been lost, hnt, Rke his great work on the
History of Persia, it has been abridged by Ph 6-
bio s, while several fragments of it have been pre-
served in the pages of other writers, as for instance
ZKilian. 1t was comprised in a single book, and em-
~~bodied theinformation which Ktésias had gathered
about I n diappartly from the reports of Persian
officials who had visited that country on the king’s
service, and partly also perhaps from the reports
of Indians themselves, who in those days were
occasionally to be seen at the Persian Court,
whither they resorted, either as merchantsg, or asg
envoys bringing presents and tribute from the

. - - " 4 ;2
> éx Tdv Bacihxdy Ouplepdy év als ol Mépoar rae
-~ h Fo
makawds mpiafews kard Twa vipoy iyor ourrerayufas.
Diod. 1I. 33.

-
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princes of Northern India, which was then sub-
ject to Persian rule. Ktésiag unfortunately was -
not ouly a great lover of the marvellous, but also
singularly deficjent, for one of his profession, 1n
critical acumen.™ He-_ took, therefore, no pains to
sift the accounte which were éommunicated to
him, and the book which he gave to the world,
ingtead of being, what a csreful enquirer with his
advantages might have made it—a valuable reper-
tory of facts concerning India and its”people,
scemed to be little else tlfan a tissue of fables and
of absurd perversions or exaggerations ,0f the
truth, and was condemned as such, not oniy by
the consentient voice of antiguity, but alsd by the
generality of the learned in modern “times. The
work was nevertheless popular, and in gpite of its
infirm credit, was frequently cited by subsequent
writers. 1ts ‘tales of wonder’ fascina.teﬁ e
credulous, while its style, awhich yas remarkable
alike for its ease, sweetness, and perspicaity,
reoommended it o readers of every stamp.® 1t
was the only ay'_'stemati:: account of Indid - the
Greeks possessed till the time of the Makedonian
invasion. | S —
We must notice in conclusion t¥2 fact, that, as
the knowledge of India, and especially of Indign
antiquity, hag increased, scholars have been led
to question the justice of the traditional verdiet
which condemns K t ¢ §1ia 8 as a writer of unscru-

4 Ktésiaa, though a Dorian, used many Ionic forms and
modes of expression, and these more in the Indéka than in
the Persika. His style is praised for the gualities men.
tioned in the text by Phitios, Dion. Halicarn, and Demet,
Phaler, who does not hesitate to speak of him as a poet,

the very demiurge of perspicaity (évapyeias Spuioupyds).

»
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pulous mendacity. They do not indeed wholly
exculpate him, but they have shown that many
« of his statements, which were once taken to He
pure falsehoods, have sither certain elements of
truth underlying them, 8r that thf& originated in
misconceptions which were 'perhaps less wilfil
thanunavoidable. The fabulous races for instance
“which he has described are found, so far from
being fictions of his ogn invention, to have their
exact amalogues 1n monstrous races which are
mentioned in the two {¥reat national epies and
othér JBrahmanical writings, and which, though
therein depicted with every attribute of deformity,
were neVvertheless, not purely ﬁctiigénus, but mis-
| re.[‘)re'aent&tiﬂ'hs of such aboriginal tribes as
oftered a stout resistance to their Aryan invaders
while still engaged in the task of conquering
- IMia, N
Thesg moderate, viegs, which have been advo-
cated hy such  authorities as Heeren, Bihr, C.
Miiller, Iassen, and ﬁﬁthEI‘E, will no doubt come
eventially to be very generadly accepted.

-

-, Notice of Phdtios.

Photios, ™ whom we are indebted for the
abridgments of Ktésias, was the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, an office to which he was elected,
though previously a layman, in the year a. p. 858.

-Soon after the accession of Leo VI. as emperor
(886) he was accused of having conspired against
hig life, and was in consequence banished to a
monastery in Armenia, where he ended his days.
He was not only a scholar of wonderful erudition
and sound judgment, but was the author of many
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works, the most important of which wag that ens«
titled Myriobiblion or Dibliothélé—which was a
réview on an extensive seale of anmcient Greolk .
literature. It containced abstracts of the contents of
280 volures, many of which are now known only
from the account Whmh he has given of them.
His abridgment of the Persian history of our
author is much more concise than that of his

Indika. The latter is however a careless and un-
satisfactory performance, for the passagesmsummar-

ized arc chiefly those”for which Kitésias Was.
stigmatized as a fabulist and a liar. =~ ¢

As Lassen has devoted one of the leading
sections’ of his great work on Indian Antiquity
to an examination of the reports which are yet
extant of Kt € aia s upon India, and as his review
i8 all but exhaustive, and reflects nearly all the
light that leatned research has yet been ableto
throw upon the subject, I have for this reagnn, a3
well as with a view to obviate the need which
- would otherwise occur, of having constant re-
course fo long foot-motes, thought it advisable to
append to the translation of the Greek text a
translation of this review. I have appended ale—
a translation of some passages~from Indiko-
pleustés, which will serve to illustrate the deseripe-
tions given by Ktésias of certain Indian animals
and plants.

* In vol, I1., pp. 641 ff. 2nd ed. 1874.



THE INDIKA OF KTRSIAS.

Fracamxr I - |
Ecloga in Plotii, Bibl. LXXII, p. 144 seqq.

1. Another work was read—the Indila of
Xtésias, contained in a-single book wherein the
author has made mwere frequent use of Ionie
forms. He reports of the river Indas that,
where narrowest, it has a preadth of forty stadia,
and wRene widest of two bundred;* and of the
Indians themselves that they almost outnumber
all other men taken together.® Me mentions
the* skilex,® a kind of worm bred in the river,
this being indeed the only living creatiire which:
is found in it. He states that thefe are no men
who live beyﬂnq‘ the Ingdians,* and that no rain
falls in India® but that the country is watered
by its river. . \ .

2. He notices the panPerda,® a kind of

' This difters from what Arriau states on the authority
I tisins, (scc Frag. ii.) Probably Arrian hag guoted
the sentcnce mors correctly than Photivs.  And 100
stadia 1a far encugh from the truth. With Ktésine Conf,
Philostratus, Vit. dpoll. 11, 18:_ rdv per 01 "Tvrddr Hde

3 r r .
emeparwbnoay, oradilovs pdhiora TETTAPAKOVTH T

yap mAdigor adTot TogoiTor. See Mannert, Gecgr. d,
Gr. w. Rom, BA. V, i, p. 74.

* Conf. Herodot. 111, 94 ; Strabo II, v. 32.

® Uonf, § 27, and Frag. xxvi.

* Conf, Herodot. 111, 98, 105 ; Straba IT, v, 1, 22,

> But conf. Strabo XV, 1, 1, 13, 17, 18; Arrian, Indika,
V1, 4; Philost. Vit. Apoll. I1, 19 ; Diodor. 11, 36.

* Uount Weltheim &Sanunlung von Aufsitzen, &e. 13d.
I, p. 1638 regards this as the Hydrophanes or the
changing stone, sun ugate, a kind of opal, remarkable for
the variety ofeolours it displays when thrown into water.

o .
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sealstone, and relates that when sealstones and .
Gther costly gems fo the number of 4777 which_
belonged to the Baktrian merchant, had been,
flung into the river, this pantarbe drew them
up to itself, all adhering together.

3. He notices also the elephants® that de-
molish walls; the kind of small apes® that have
tails four cubits long; the cocks that are of
extraordinary size;'° the kind of bivd called the -
parrot'? and which he thus describes: it has a
tongue and voice like the human, is of the size
of -a hawk, has a red bill, is adorncd with a
beard of a black colour, while the neck is Eed
- like cinnabar,it talks like & man in Indian, but
- if taught Greek can talk in Greek also.

4. He netices the fountain'® which is filled
every year with ligme gold, ~out of WhiEh AT'o

? So Mikller’s text, the common reading 18 77.

8 With this conrpare Fray. iv. below. -

® This is reconcilable with the accounts of others if for
pikpodv we read pakp®r. For Megasthends also speake of
Indian apes not smaller than large dogs and which haye
tails of five cubits length which anawer to the Mandi ape
or Simia Faunus, with the hair on the¥orehead projecting
over the eyes, and the beard white, the body being dark.
Vid. Aliani, Not. An.XVII, 39; conf. XV, 10, and Strabo
XYV, i, 837:—" The monkeys are larger than the largest dogy
. . . .their tails are more than two cubits in length.”

-10 Conf. Frag. v.c. |

1 Berraxds: Reland De Ophir, p. 184, compares this
with the Persian &5 &7 tedek. In Arrian, Ind. XV, 8
and Zlian, Naf. dn. X¥1I, 2 and 15, the bird is called

ourrakes.  Alian however elsewhere calls it Yrerraxds -
- and so also Dioddros and Pausanias. A feminine form
Yrirraxkn oceurs in Arist. H. An. VIII, 12. - The form o
Phiny 1s Psiftacus.

2 Conf, Philostrat. Fit. Apoll. ILI, 46. «

o
. :
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‘annually drawn a hundred earthen pitchers

N

filled with the metal. The pitchers must bhe
earthen since the gold when drawn becomes
solid, and to ‘get it Out t‘h‘e Ctontaining vessel
must needs be broken in pieces. The fonntain
18 of a sguare shape, eleven cubits in circunifer-
ence, and a fathom in depth. -Each pitcherful
of gold weighs a taldnt. He notices'® also the
iron found st the bottowy, of this fountain, adding
that he had in his own possession two swords
made frdin this iron, one given to him by the king
of Persm,™* and the other by P a rysatis, the
mother of tlat same king. This iron, he Says,

if fized in the earth, averts clouds and hail and

thunderstorms, and he avers that he had himself
t%ficg $een the iron do fhis, the-king on both
occasicns perfoyming she experiment.’®

9. -We learn further that the dogs of India'®
are ofevery great size, sos that shey fight even
with the lion;'" that there are certain high

opountains having mines, which yield the sar-

-~

13 The Munich MS. 287, makes this a separate fountain :

€oTi 0¢ éTepa kpivn (read kpned) fris éfdye: oilnpov,
Uonf. Philost. Pat, 4poll. 111, 45,

1t Artaxerzes Mnémdn.

* Baehr thinks that Ktisias here refers {o the magnet,
the properties of which were not at that time so well
known as now., |

% Conf. Alian, Nat. An. IV, 19; VIII, 1, 9; and
Frag- vi, below. .

-*7 Compere what Alian {Frag. vi.) says of the dogs of
the Kynawolgoi ; compare also Strabo, guoting Megasthenes

XV, p. 1029, and the account in Curtins (de Reb, Alep..
1X, 5, 81) of wn Indian dog attacking a lion. S

2
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dine-stone, and onyxes, and other seal stones 48
that the heat is exzcessive, and that the sun
appears in India to be ten times larger'® than in
other countries ;and that many of the inhabi-
tants are suffocated to death by the heat. Of
the sea 1n India, he.sﬁya, that it i3 not less than
the sea in Hellas ; its sorface however for four g
finger-breadths downward® is hot, so that fish
cannot live that go near, the heated surface, but
must confine themselves always to the depths
below. « "

6. He states that the river Indne flows
through the level country, and through between
the mountains, gnd that what 1s called the Indian -
reed*® grows along its course, this being so thick
that two men pould scarcely encompass itg stefn
with their arms, and of » height to eqral the
mast of & merchant ship of the heaviest burden.*
Some are of a greater size even than this, though
some are of less, as might be expected when the
mounntain it grows on 1s of vast range. The
reeds are distinguished by sex, some being male,

18 Thege mountains have been variously identified with
Tauras, with Imaus, with Paropamisus, and with the moun-
tains of Great and Little Bukbaria, which stretch through
Tibet, and Kasmir, but Count Weltheim takes them to be the
Bals Ghéts near Bharoch. The Periplis states that onyxes
and other precious stones were found in Ozéné (now Ujjain)
and thenee sent to Barygaza (Bharlich) for export. The
well known Khambay stones come from a neighbouring
district. ‘

19 Strabo II1, p. 202, contests this.

20 Conf. Frag. vii, bhelow.

81 Lit. of 10,000 talents : or pupiaudpdpov (Lobeck, ad.
Phyrn. p. 662) 60,000 amphorse. Conf. Frage v,

o
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others female. The male reed has no pith, and
18 exceedingly strong, but the female hasg: a
pith.*? |

7. He describes arraninfalealled the marti-
khora,®® found in India. IisYaceis like a man’g—
1t is about as big as a lion, and in colour red like
cinnabar. It has three rows of teeth—ears like
the human—eyes of u pale-blne like the human
and a t3il like that of the land scorpion, armed

oy . s . '
with & sting and more than & cubit long.** 1t has
besid¥s stings on each gide of its tail, and, like
the scoypion, is armed with an additional sting
on the crown of its head, wherdwith it stings
ghy one who goes near it, the wound in all cases
proving mortal. If attacked from a distance
it defends itself both in front anﬁ in rear—in
front with itstall, by ug-lifting it and darting ont
the stimgs, like shafis shot from a bow, and in
rear iy straightening it, out. Jt can sjrike to
the distance of a hundred'feet, and no creature
can survive the wound it inflicts save only the

;Te'phant. The stings are about a foot in length,

and not thicker than the finest thread. The

L

- 9% Cf. Theophrastos, Plant. Histor. IV, ii, where he
gtates that the male reed is solid, and the female, hollow.
Cf. also Pliny, Hist. Not. XVI, 36. Sprengel identifies
this reed of Ktésias with the Bambusa and Calamus
Rotang of Linogus, The same reed is meutioned by
Herodotus (111, 98).

2 See Frags, vili—xi, below.

2 pei{w UTdpyoveay miyeos. Baehr rightly amends

the reading here to peifov umdpyor dv, which refers the
measurs to the sting instead of to the tail.

*



namé maritkhora® means in Greek dvépamcpdyos
(1.e. man-eater), and it is so called becanse 1t
carries off men and devours them, though it no’
doabt preys upor other animals as well. In
fighting 1t nses nol only 1ts stings but also- its
claws. Fresh stings grow up to replace those
shot away in fighting. These animals are numer-”
ons in India, and are killed by the natives
wlio tind them with clepliants, {rom tue bﬂLkE
of which they attack them with darts. a

8. He dESﬂTIbEE the Indians- as exttemely
just, and gives an account of their mangers and
enstoms. ¢ mentions the sacred spot in the
midst of an uninhabited region which théy
venerate in the name of the Sun and the Moon.**
It takes one a fifteen days’ journey to reach tiCs
place from Monus Sardous, Here for the
space of five and thirty days the Sun every year
cools down to al]low hi's' worshippers to celebrate
his rites, and retmin home unscorched by hig

r -

** Tychsen says—This iz the Persian 3 & 3% frop—
mard, a man and bhorden to eat: khor, the eater, 18 an
abbreviated form of the participle klioraeh, which is still
onuse . . . ifthe final be viewed usa component part
of the Persian word, we save only to substitute the partici-
pial form 5 .,.:x 3 g0 mardikhord, (abbreviated from

mardik Fmr&n)l as Reland has already done {p.- 223), and wo
obtain precisely the same signification. Corf. Frags. vur—-"
xi ; also Philostratus, V. dpell. 1V, 45.

*® Weltheim, rejecting the opinion 'of somp that thlﬂ un-
inhabited region was the desert of Cobi, takes it to be rather
the great descrt east®of the Indus where the worship of
the sun flounished in early trmeg This desert also was In
reality about a iifteen da:, s’ journey distant from the moun-
tains which produced the onyx and sardine stones. Lassen
has however assigned the loeality to the Vindbyaa.
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burning rays.”” He observes that in India -
there is netther thunder nor hghtmng nor rain,
* but that storms of wind and violént hurrmanea
"which sweep eveaythmrr betors *them, are of
frequent occurrence. The* moiming sun pro-
- dnces eoolness for one half of the day, bnt an
%excessive heat during the other half, and thua
“holds gﬂﬂd for most parts of India.?*

‘9. I# i mot, hpwaver, by. exposnre to the
sun that the people s swarthy,® but by
nata™, for among the Indians there are both
men and women who arc a4s fair as any in
the - wurld fhongh such are ne doubt in a
mnnmty He ‘adds that he had himself seen
two Indian women and five mén of such a fﬂﬂr |
cmplﬂxmn | *

10.% Wlshmg ’%} assnre ns of the truth t:f his
‘statement that The gun’ makes the temperatnre
cool for five and thirly days, he mentions several
facts that are equally strange—that the Streams
of fire which issue from Atna®' leave unscathed

.'?mifiﬁt.th*'?’..‘ﬁ“_l‘_mun.ﬁi_ﬂgq-hfﬂ_i'iﬂﬂﬁ. those lands which

a7 'wu ﬂqfl:&fx'rm uu*n;.-u rr}lga'ﬁm, lit. that they may
not ceriehmte his rifes unscorched. As the wrter must

have meant the opposite of this, PAexToi must be read
instead of @¢Aexror,
# Conf. Herodot. IT1, 104.

- * Conf. Herodot. 111, 101 ; Arrian. Exp. Alex. V, 4, 8;
- but on the enntrary, Aristot. Hist. 4nim. III 22 ; Gener,
Anim. 11, 2; Strabo, XV, 1, 18, 24.
¥ Possibly from K&mir.—J. B.

| > Cont. Pausan. X, 28, 2; Strabo, VI, 2; Valer. MH-I
' .'F: .

-



14

belong to just men®'—that in Z&kynthns there
~are fountains with fish whence pitch is taken

out®*—that in Naxos is a fountain which at times”
dlscharges a wine of great sweetness, and that -
the water of the river Phasis Iikewise, if kﬂpt rh
wine which is also of great aw&atﬁesa —tha,t'."
near Phasélis in Lykia there is a perpetnal
volcano,® always flaming on the summit of the
rock both by night ded by day, and this 1§ not
quenched hy water, whwh rather angmefxs the

..

F

. a
32 The reference is to the fleld of the pious, evoeov

gmpﬂg near Catana- the seene of the story regarding the two

rothers Amphinomeos and Anapos, who saved their pﬂ.re:ntﬂ |

during an eruptign by L'E.I'I‘j'll] g them off on their should

I{:d %’T&Ta.n X, xxvili, 2; Strabo, VI, 2; and Vale r.
ax.

33 Herodotus (IV. 195) statés that M had himself scen
this bituminous fountain. It is mentioned by Afitigonos ;
Hist, Mirabil. 169 ; by Dioskor, 1, 99; by V1trt1v VIII, 3*
and . Pliry, XXKV' 15 o Lhezir accounts hﬂ.‘?ﬂ been “verified
by modern travellers.

3* This fountain is mentiohed by Stephan. Byz. . v.
Naxos, and a similar one by Pliny (Hist Nat. 11, ejp—
1[]6}—111 the island of Andros; Cf. 1dan1 XXXI, 1; and
also Philostrat. Icon. I, 25. .

3 The waters of the Phasis, according to modern ac-
eonnts, are lead-colonred; poasessed of a healing virtue and
held as sacred, perhaps because they were thought by the
ancients to have sprung from the gates of the morning
sun, and therefore to have formod the dividing line be.
tween day and night. Arrian in the Peripl. Pont. Euz., no
doubt with an eye to this passagé of Ktéaias, says that
the water of the Pha.ma if kept in certain vessels sequired
a plessant vinons taste. V. Ritter, Erdk. 11. pp. 817 and 815.
Conf. Pliny (H. N. 1I. ciii, 106) who enys that the water of
the ijcestls in Epirne is somewhat acid, u.nd mtoncni:al
iike wine those who drink it.

» Bee Frag. xii, below.
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blaze, but by casting rubbish into it —and in
like mannér, the voleanoces of Aitna and of
* Prusa keep always burning.?*

11. e writes that 4n th3*mfidle of India
are found the swarthy men called Py g mies,®
 who speak the same langnage as the other
Indians. They are very diminutive, the tallest
of them bexng but two cubits in height, while
the majority 4rs only’ cme and o balf:  They et
theig hair grow very lung-—dnwn to their knees,
and even lower. They bave the largest beards
anywherp to be seen, and when these have
| grown sufficeently long and copious, they no -
longer wear clothing, but, instead, let the hair of
the head fall down their backs fa.r below the
kilee, Whlle in front are their beards trailing
'dnwn fo their vergfeely, When their hair has.
thus thickly enveloped their whole body, they
bind i} round them with & zone, and so make it
serve for a garment. Theif prwates are thmk

.._:'7 Conf. Frag. xii, A, and B. Beszort an English travel.
lex; confirms this statement. Here ports that while travelling
in the regions néwrest the c{:runtry of the Phaselitae he
came upon # place where there was to be seen an ever-hurn-

fiame which like the fire of, & voleano waa mextin-
guishable. V. Beanfort’s Cﬂ-mmmﬂm 7. -

% There 18 2 Prusa in Bithynis, and a,nuther in Mysia,
each near a monntain. Strabo, (XII, p. 844 seqq.) men-
tions both ; but as he says nnthmg of & voleanic mountain in
connexion with either, Baehr inclines to think that the
reference is to Prusa in the vicinity of Mount Olympus, for-
merly called Cios, famous for miraculons- founteins and
t-hmgs of that sort.

% Oonf, Homer, II. IT1, 8; Aristot. Hist. An. VIII, 12
and 14; ;Phllnstra.t Vit A nﬂen 111, 47; Plin. Hwt |
Nat. ‘VII 2; Strabo, Geog. XV, i, 57 Aulus Gelhus, Noct,
Atﬁ. IX, 4. . .
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and so large that they depend even to their
ancles. They are moreover snubnosed, and
otherwise ill- favoured. Their sheep are of the
gize of ounr 1ﬂ.rum, and their oxen and assesg
-rather smaller than. our rams, which again are
as big as their hDI'EES and mules and other
cattle.® Of fhe Pygmies three thousand men
attend the king of the Indians, on acgount of |
their great skill in archgry. They are eminently
just, and have the same laws- as the Igdf.a,ns
They hunt hares and foxes not with ﬁngﬂ bat
with ravens and kites and crows and veliares *
In their country 13 a lake eight hindred stadia
in circumference, which produces an oil hke
our own. Ifthe wind be not blowing, this oil
floats upon the surface, and the Pygmies gmng-
upon the lake in little~boats ~collect it from
amidstthe waters in small tabsfor household use*®
They nee also ail of sésamum*® and nut cil, bat
the lake-oil** is the best. The lake has also fish.
12. There is much silver in their part ok~
the country, and the silver-mires though not
deep are deeper than those in Baktria. Gold
also is & product of India.*®* It is not found .

0 See Frag. xii, ¢.

1 See Frag. xiil below,

*2 Conf. Frag. xxvil. -

*3 Qee Salmas, Everc. Plin, p. 1033; Sprengel, Histor.
Botan. vol. 1, p. ;9 Beynier, de EEcﬂnomw puhhqw des
Persges, p. 283, |

¢4 Antigon, ¢, 165, in Frag. xxvii, below, :
‘;ﬁé}u metals in Indm, seo Heeren, Asiat. Nat. vol. II,
p. - .

™
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in rivers and washed from the sands the like
gold of the river Paktdlos, but is found on
those many high-towering mountains which
are inhabited by the Gari ffi a=,**3 race of four-
footed birds, about as large as wolves, having
legs and claws like those of the lion, and cover-
' ed all over the body with black feathers except
only on the breast.where they are red. On
accoun? of those birds the gold with which the
" mountains abound is diMcualt to be got.
| h‘“" «L'he sheep and the goats of the Indians*’
,;are bigger than asses, and generally produce
~young by fopr and by six at a time. The tails
3row to such a size that those of the dams must
be cut off before the rams can gefat them. - India
Jdoes not however produce the ®ig, either the
tame Sort or the Erild.:ﬂ Palm-trees and therr
dates are 1n India*® thrice the size of those in
Babylon," and we learn that there is a certain
river flowing with honey aut of a rock, Yike the
one we have in our own country,
™ 14. The justice of the Indians, thetr devo-
tion to their Ring and théir contempt of death

¥ '
«6 T'puyr, 1n Persian (W ;f giriften, means to gripe or

geize and & )f girif corresponds well enoungh with ypuyr
Soe Frag. xiv, beiow, where a fuller account of the gryphons
18 given.

7 See Frag, mi, below.

# Cee Frag. xv, below ; also Frag, xxix, D. Swine, wild
and tame, are common enough now in India.

¥ Conf. Palladius De Brachman, p. 4

% Regarding the Babylonian palms, vid. Herodot. I,

193 ; and Iliﬂdur. I1, 53, -

3
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are themes on which he loves to expatiate. He
notices & fountain having this peculiarity, that
when any one draws water from it, the water =
coagulates like -Clieese, and should you then
detach from the salid lump a piece weighing
about three obols, and having triturated this,
~ put the powder into common water, he to whom”
you give this potion blabsrout whatever he has
done, for he becomes delirious, and ravés like a
madman all that day.* The king avails himggelf
of this property when he wishes to discever theé
guilt or infhocence of accused persons, Whe
ever incriminates himself when undergoing the
ordeal is sentenced to starve himself to death,
while he who does not confess to any crime ig
acquitted.”* © .
15. The Indians are pot ﬁﬁ-ig,i:ed with head-
ache, or toothache, or ophthalmia, nor have they
mouthsores or ylecersin any part of their body.
The age to which tuey live is 120, 130, and
150 years, though the very old live to 200.%°
16, In their country is a serpent a span long,
in appearance like the most beautitul purple with
- & head perfectly white but without any teeth, 5
The creature is caught on those very hot moun-
tains whose mines yield the sardine-stone, It
does not sting, but on whatever part of the boiijr
it casts its vomit, that place invariably putrifies.

81 Antigonus Caryst. Histor. Mirab. C. 160 ; Setion, (,
17+ Strabo, XVI, iv, 20.  Conf. Frag. zy, G,

83 Arrian, Ind. 15, 12, and Frag, xxii, C. |

84 Qoo Frag. xvii,
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If suspended by the tail, it emits two kinds of
poison, one like amber which ocozes from 1t
*while Iiving, and the other black, which oozes
from its carcase. Shoudld about & sesame-seed’s
bulk of the former be admintstered fo any one,
re dies the instant he swallows it, for his brain
Yuns out through his nostrils. If the black sart
be given it induces Zonsumption, but pperates
so slowly that death scargely ensnes in less than
2 yqﬂ:‘s time,*®
17.” Me mentions an Indian bird called
the Dil:giron,”® a name oquivalent in Greck to
dikaror (.6. Yust). It is abont the size of a
partridge’s egg. It buries its dyng under: the
earth to prevent its being found. Should it be
- * :
found notwithstanding, and should a person at
morning tide swallw ® much of it as would
about eyual & grain of sésamum, he falls into a
deep unconscious slecp Jfrom which heenever
awakes, but dies at the %ﬂing down of the
sun.* .
8. Inthe ggme country grows what is called

35 Cﬁnf. Frag. xvii, alan Stra,bn:}{:'i’, 1, 37, where, quot-
ing Megasthenes, he speaks of flying serpents that let
fall drops which raise putrid sores on the skin.

5 Atkmipos : Tychsen compares the word with (S d

di, good, the good principle, and 3 & kar, doing, a participle
of the verb W -.E)f kerden ; the whole then means bene-
factor, and might be supposed to alinde !;o the caztom of
the bird here mentioned. Bekker reads Gikepor hers. See

= v il
Frag, zvi,

*¥ For fullar particulars vide Frag. xviii.
- - _
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- the Parébon,*® a plant about the size of the olive,
found only in the royal gardens, producing.
neither flowor por fruit, but having merely fifteen
roots, which grﬂﬁpdﬂwnq into the earth, and are
of considerable thickness, the ,very slenderest
being about as thick as one’s arm. - ¥f'a Ep&ﬁ*sﬁ
length of this root be taken, it attracts to itself
all objects bronght near it—gold, silver. copper,
stones and .all things else except amber. I1f
however a cubit’s length of it be taler, it
attracts lambs and birds, and it is in fact with
this root that most kinds of birds are” cangh
Should yon wish to turn water Solid, even_a
whole gallon ¢f it, youn have but to throw into
the water ngt more than an obol’s weight of
this root, and the thing is done, Its effeet is the
same upon wine which, “vhell condensed by it,
can be held in your hard like a piece of wax,
‘thongk it melts the next day. It is founé bene-
~ ficial in the cure of bowel disorders. -
19. Through India there flows acertain rivar.
not of any great size, but only akout two stadia
in breadth, called in the Indian tongue Hy-
parkhos,® whichtmeana in Greek ¢épwv mdvra

i_ -

58 TdpnBov (in Apollonius wapvfBos,) may be ﬂumpa,?:"éd
with the Persian ) L bdr, weight, burthen, and 33} Quer,

bearing, drawing, This comparison however g rather
defective.—Tychsen., See Frag. xix. E

% Ymapyos: Tychsen adduces the Persian dver, bring-

A
ing,.carrying, and 2™ khosh, good : conzequently dver-
khosh, bringing good, which exactly cﬂrrespﬂndﬂ with the
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ra &yabs (i.e. the bearer of all things good).
_ This river for thirty daysin every year floats
down amber, for in the upper | parcj of its course
where it flows among the mnuntmnﬂ there are
said to be trees overhanging its current which
Sor thirty days at & particular season in every
year continue drnppmg tears like the almond-tree
and the,pme-tree and other trees. These tears on
dropping into the water harden into gum. The
Indsgn name for the tree is siptakhora,® which
means when rendered into Greek yhukt, #80 (i.e.
sweet).e These trees then supply the Indians
with their athber.”* Andnot anly so but they are
Emd to yicld also berries, whichgrow in clusters
like the grapes of the vine, and have stones as
_-large §5 the filbert-nuts of Pontos.*?

20. He wrie® that on. the mountaing just
spokedt of there live men having heads like

. » -

»
Elgmﬁmtmn pointed out by Ktésias. We might also com-

-~ pare LJ"J:"J"' berkhosh, good, so that the 1u1t1a,1 letter in

: tﬁrapxﬂs would be merely euphonic, but then the participle
énwy would ncy be cxpressed. The river is cﬂﬂed by
Pliny the Hypobarus, vide Frag. xx.

60 Syrrayopd : Compare this with the Persmn m""‘"

J ¥ shiftehkhor, ¢ agreeable to eat.’” The Persians call an
apricot L g &iﬁ.ﬁ shifteh-renyg, ‘agreeable colour.”

Pliny {H ist. Nat. xxxvil. 8) has ‘arbores eas Aphytacoras
vocare,” where the word is disfigured.—Tychsen. :
51 Trdia however does not produce amber, and the tres of
 which it is here said to be the gum, cannot be satisfactorily
identified. Baehr quotes Pliny XTI, ix, 19, as a passage of
~ no small importance for setthng the guestion.

92 Pl‘.l_‘ﬂj’ (Hist. Nat. XV, xxii, 24), explains why Paﬂhc
“nuts were so called. .
| -
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those of dogs, who wear the skins of wild
beasts, and do not use articulate speech, but
bark like dogs, and -thus converse go as to be "
anderstood by each other.® They have larger.
teeth than dogs, awd claws like those of dogs,
only larger and more rounded. They inhabit,
the mountains, and extend as far as the riverd
Indus. They are s#vm*thy;and like all the other
Indians extremely just men. With the Indians
they can hold intercourse, for they understand
what they say, though they cannot, it Ty true,
reply to them in words, still by barking and
by making signs with their hands and their
fingers like the deaf and the dumb, they can
make themselves understood. They are called
by the Indians Kalystrioi, which megns in
Greek Kuvoképaro® (7. ¢, dog-headed). Their
food is raw flesh. The whole tribe nambers
not less thar 120,000 men.

21. Near the sofirces of this river®® there
grows a cerftain purple flower, which is used for _
dying purple, and is not inferior to the Greck
sort, but even imparts a far more florid hue.

%3 Bee Frags. xx1 and xxii. -
®* Tychsen compares the word with the Persian Sls

kelek or keluk, a wolf, and 2™ ser, the hesd, 4.e. kelu
kser, “wolf-headed.” Another word more exactly answering
the sound of the Greek would Be Kaolusierin, the super-
lative of kalus, stupid, which would convert the doghead-
ed people into * hlockheads,” but this ia not consonant with
the translation of the name —Heeren, 4siat. Nut. vol. II,

p. 364. Vide Frags. xxi, xxii, xxxi.
9 The Hyparkhos.

L ]
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In the same parts there is a wild insect abont
the size of a beetle, red like cinnabar, with legs
?excessively long. 1Itis as soft as the worm called
skolex and is found on the trees which produce
amber, eating the fruits of tHose trees and
destroying them, as in Greece the wood-louse
;a,vages the vine-frees. The Indians grind
these insgcts to & powderand therewith dye such
robes, tunies, and other vestments ag they want
to by of a purple hue.”® Their dye-stuffs are
superior Yo those nsed by the Persians.

22. Bhe Kynokephaloi living on the
mountains do"not practise any of the arts but
subsist by the produce of the, chase. They
slaughter the prey, and roast the flesh in the
gun. They rear however great nambers of sheep
and goats and asge® They drink the milk of the.
gheep ahd the whey which is made therefrom.
They eat moreover the {ryit of the Siptakfora—
the tree which produces amber, for it is sweet.
JThey also dry this fruit, and pack it in hampers
as the (ireeks,do raisins. The same people
construct rafts, and freight them with the
hampers as well as with the Howers of the purple
plant, after cleansing it, and with 260 talents
weight of amber, and a like weight of the
pigment which dyes purple, and 1000 talents
more of amber. All this cargo; which is the

% 1t 18 generally agreed that the cochineal insect 19 that
.. to which Ktésins refers, thongh his description of it ia not
quite accurata. For fuller particulars nide Frag. xxiii.

"
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season’s produce, they convey annually as {ribuie
to the King of the Indians. They take also addi-

tional quantities of the same commodities for sale”
to the Indians, frém wkom they receive in ex-

change loaves of bread and flour and cloth which
18 made from a tree-_grﬂwn_latuﬂ‘ (cotton).®” They
sell also swords such as they nse in hunting wilG
beasts, and bows and javeling, for they are fell
marksmen both in shooting with the bow and

in hurling the j&?elinf Ag they inha.bit/sta&p

and pathless mountains they cannotrpussibly
be conquered in war, and the king moreover

once every five years sends them as presents
300,000 arrows and as many javelins, 120,600
shields and 50,000 swords. .

23. These Kynokephaloi have o
houses but livein caves.. They hunt wild beasts
with the bow and the spear, and run so fast that
they can overtake them in the chase. Therr
women bathe once & month ab the time of men-
struation, and then only. The men do not bathe
at all, but merely wash their hands. Thrico a
month, however, they anoint themselves with an
oil made from milk,#* and wipe themselves with
skins, Sking denuded of the hair, and made
thin  and soft, constitute the dress both of

~ the men and their wives, Their richest men

%7 See Larcher’s Note on Herodot. 111, 47 ; Phn, Nat.
Hist. X1X, 1; and Frag. z3iv. |

¢4 Butter; conf. Polysmn. Strafeg. 1V, 3, 32; cf. also
Pervpl, Ar. Mar, § 41, where the same expression
occurs.

~L
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however uss cotton raiment,®® but the number of
_such men issmall. They have no bed but sleep on
“alitter of straw or leaves. That man isconsidered
the richest who possesses m-'ﬂ_st sheep, and in
-property of this sort consists all their wealth.
Both men and women have, like dogs, . tails
above their battocks but larger and more.
hairy.” They copulite like quadrnpeds in dog-
fashion, and to copulatq otherwise is thonght
shamgful. They are just, and of all men are the
longest-Itved, attaining the age of 170, and some
even of 300 years. -
24. Beyord these again are other men who
inhabit the country above the sources of the
. river, who are swarthy like the ofher Indians,
do no gvork, and neither eat grain nor drink
. water, but rear & food*many cows and goats
and shéep, and drink. their milk as their sole
sustenance. Children axe borm amonga them
with the anus closed up, and the contents of the .
.huzvels are therefore voided, it is said, as urine,
this being somgqthing like curds, though not
at all thick but feculent. When they drink milk
in the morning and take inother draught at
noon, and then immediately after eat a certain
sweeb-tasted root of indigenous growth which is
said to prevent milk from coagulating in the

* Curtins, VIII, 9, 21. |

'@ Conf. Frag. i, section appended to § 33. Malte-Brun
considered that this statement hed reference to the Ouorang-
Outang of the Island of Borneo, or perhape of the Anda.
man islands, |

A S
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stomach, thia root towards evening acts as an
“emetic, and they vomit up everything quite
readily. ‘ -

25. Among the Indfans, he pmceedﬂ, there
are wild asses as ja.rge as horses, some being
even larger.” - Their head is of a dark red
colour, their eyes blue, and the rest of their -
body white. They have 2 horn on their fore-
head, a cubit in length [the filings of this horn,
if given in a potion, are an antidote to_prison-
ous drugs]. This horn for about tWo palm-
breadths npwards from the base is of the purest
white, where it tapers to a sharp point 0£ &
flaming crimsen, and, in the middle, is black,”
These horns are made into drinking cups, and
guch as drink from therh are attacked.neither
by convulsions nor by tha sacred disease,
(epilepsy). ~ Nay; they dre not even affected by
- poisons, if either before or after swallowing
them they drink from these cups wine, water, or
anything else. While other asses moreover.
whether wild or tame, and indeed all other
golid-hoofed animals have neither huckle-bones,?®
nor gall in the liver, these one-horned asses’
have both. Their huckle-bone 1is the most
beautiful of all 1 have ever seen, and is, in ap-

1 See Frag. xxv. |

78 Conf. BI‘HGE s account (Travels, vol. V, p. 83) who
describes its surface as of a reddish-brown.

(£ Ag-rpayuhuug, conf. Aristot. Hist. An. I, 2, 9.

- 74 Tychsen thimks the rhinoceros is hers mea.mt but the
eolonr and other details do not guite agree with thab
animal. Heeren, 4s. Nat. vol. 11, pp: 864 £, :
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pearance and size, like that of the ox. It is as
. Jheavy as lead, and of the colour of cinnabar’
both on the surface, and all throgyghout. It is
exceedingly fleet and strong, and no creatare that
pursutes 1t, not even the horse, can overtake it.
. 26.. On first starting it scampers off some-
what leisurely, but the longer it runs, it gallops.
faster apd faster #ll the pace becomes most
~ furions.’® These animals, therefore can only be
cauglt,at one particular time—that is when
they lead out "their little foals to the pastures
in whiche they roam. They are then hemmed
in on all sides by a vast number of hunters
-mounted on horseback, aud being unwiiling
~ to escape while leaving their youpg to perish,
stand their ground and fight, and by butting
with their horns ¥nd Xicking and biting -kill
many Horses and men. But they are in the
end taken, pierced to dmtk widbh arrows and
spears, for to take them alive is in no way
~pogsible. Their flesh being bitter’ is unfit for
~ food, and they gre hunted merely for the sake
of their horns and their huckle-bones.
27. He states that there is bred in .the

7% That js, vermilion.

7% This is what Bruce relates of the rhinoceros —Travels,
vol. V, pp. 97 and 105.

7 Bruce says it has a disagreeable musky flavour.

™ Cf. Frag. =xv, and the account of the unicorn
in Kosmas Indikopl. ; conf. also Aristotle, de Part. An.
I11, 2, avd Hist. Anim. II, 1; and also Philostrat.
Vit. Apol. 111, 2 and 3. Allian’s account in the above
Frag. of the wild ass may be compared with his account
of the Ea.rtarz-ﬁrn,-ufild. Ant,, vol. VI, p. 128. :
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Indian river a worm’® like in appearance to that
which is found in the fiz, but seven cubits more
or less in length, vhile its thickness 1s such
that a boy ten years old could hardly clasp it
‘within the cireuit of his arms. These worms
have two teeth—an upper and a lower, with
which they seize and deyour their prey. - In
the dayfime they remain in the mud at the
bottom of the river, hut at night they come
‘ashore, and should they fall in with aws-prey
as & cow or a camel, they seize it with their
teeth, and baving dragged 1t to the river, there
devour it. For catching this worm a large hookis
-employed, to which a kid or a lamb 1s fastened
by chains of }ron. . The worm being landed, the
captors hang up its carcase, and placing-vessels
underneath it leave it thius for shirty da.}'s All
this time oil drops from it; as much bemg got
as wolld fill ten Aftic kotylai. At the end of
the thirty days they throw away the worm, and
preserving the oil they take it to the king-of-
the Indians, and to him alone, for no subject is
allowed to get a drop of it. This oil [like fire]
sets everything ablaze over which 1t is poured
and it consumes not alone wood but even animals.
The flames can be quenched only by throwing
over them a great quantity of clay, and that of a
thick consistency.™

'* See § 1, and Frag. xxvi, 80 Cf Frag. xxvi, whera
Aﬁlha,n gives fuller particulars. A somewhat siniilar crea-
tire 153 mentioned by Palladiug (de Brachman. 10) as
belonging to the Ganges. He calls it the Odéntotyrranos.
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28. But again there are certain trees
India as tall as the cedar or the cypress, having
“leaves like those of the date palm, only some-
what broader, but having no _Ehf;DtE_ gprouting
from the stems. They produce a flowerlikethe
male laurel, but no fruit. In the Indian language
Fhey are called karpion, but in Greek pvpopdda
(unguent-roses®). These trees are scarce.

82 Bachr thinke this. may pe the Chetak (Pandonu
ndarc@simu), Ksaida, or Kyura. Regarding the word ior-
pron Srlaldwell 1n the Introduction to hig Dravidian
Grammar thus writes: 'The earliest Dravidian word in

Greek of ghich we know the dateis kapmriov, Ktésias's name
for cinpamon. Herodoins describes cinnamon as the
. kdpoea, which we, after the Pheenicians, call Kowapwpor.
" Taddell and Scott say “this word bears a curious hikencss

to ite Arabie name kerfat, kirfah.” Thicresemblance must,
I think, be accidental, seeing that Herodotus considered
* cinnamon’ alone as a foreign word. Thesword mentioned
by Ktérwas seems however to bhave a real reremblance to the
Arabic word and also + & Dyavidian one. Ktesias describes
an odorous oil prodtked from an Indian tree having flowers

like the laurel, which tke Greeks called pupopoda, but

which in India was called xapmiov. From Ktésiag's de-
scription(making allowance forlts gxaggerations) it 1 evident
that cinnamon oil was meant, and in this opinion Wahl agrees.
Uranius, a writer, quoted by Stephen of Byzantium, menticna
xewwaboy ss one of the productions of the Abaseni, the
Arpbian Abyssiniags, by which we are doubtless to under-
stand, not so much the products of their country as the
articles in which they traded. From the connexion in

which it is found xépmrabor would appear to be cinnamon,
and we can scarcety err in identifying it with kerfatf or
more properly kirfah, one of the names which cinnamon
haa received in Arabia. Some Arabian acholars derive
kirfah from karafe *decortavit,’ but Mr. Hassoun does
not admit this derivation, and considers kirfah a foreign
-word. We are thus brought back to Ktésias’s xdpmiov, or the
JIndian word which kdapeov represented. Aethisie a word
of which we know the antiquity, the supposition that the
Greeks of the Indians borrowed 1t from the Arabsis ynite
iradmissible. What then is the Indian word Ktesias roferred
to 7 Not, amhas heen supposed, kurundhu, the Singhalese
» .
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There cozes from them an oil in drops, which are
wiped off from the stem with wool, from which
they are afterwards wrung outand received into
alabaster boxes of stone.” The oil is in eolour of
a faint red, and of a somewhat thick consistency.
Its smell 13 the sweetest in all the world, and is
said to diffuse itself to a distance of five stadia
around. The privilege of possessing this per-
tume belongs only to the king and the members
of the royal family. A present of it was_sent
by the king of the Indians to the king of the Per-
sians, and Ktésias alleges that he saw itehimsgelf,
and that 1t was of such an exquisite fragrance
~as he could not describe, and he knew nothing
whereunto he could liken it.

29. He states that the cheese apd the
wines of the Indians are the sweetest in the
world, adding that he kngw this from his own
experience, since he had tasted both.

name for cinpmamon derived from the Sanskrit kurunta,
but the Tamil-Malayilam word karuppu or kdrppy, e. g. -
karappa-(titaileam, Mal. cil of cinnamon. Other forms of
this word are karappu, karuve and keruvd, the last of
which is the most common form in modern Tamil. Rheede
refers to thig form of the word when he snys that “in his
time in Malabar oils in high medical estimation were made
from both the root and the leaves of the karua or wild
cisnamon of that eountry.” There are two meanings of
karw in Tamil-Malay#lam, ‘black,” and * pungent’, and the
latter donbtless supplies us with the explanation of karuppu
‘etnnamon’s . . . . I have little doubt that the Sanskrit
karpira, ‘camphor,’ 13 substantially the same ag the Tamil.
Malayalam karuppu, and Ktésins’s kdpmiop, seeing that it
does not seem to have any root in Sanskrit and that
eamphor and cinnamon are nearly related. The,camphor
of commerce is from & cinnamon tree, the camphora
officinarum, _,.,,

..ﬁ
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30. There is a fountain® among the Indians
of & square shape and of about five ells in
‘circumference. The water 1ndgea in & rock.
The depth downward till you reach the water is
three cubits and the depth of the water itself
three orguiai. Herein the Indians of highest
distinction bathe [both for purification and the

‘averting of diseases). Along with their wives and
- children ; they throw themselves into the well
foot foremost, and when they leap in the water
casts thém up again, and not only does it throw
up human beings to the surface, buf it casts
out upon dry land any kind of animal, whether
hvlng or dead, and in fact anything else that
18 cast into it except iron and silver and gold
and cogper; which all sink to the bottom. The
water 18 intensely«oldwand sweet to drink., It
makes % loud bubblipg noise like water boiling
in a caldron. Tts wgters ave a cure for
Iepmsy, and scab.®® In the Indian tongue it
18 called Bealladé®* and in Greek weripn (4. e,
useful).

81. On those Indian mountains where the
Indian reed grows, there i# a race of men whose
namber 18 not less than 30,000, and whose wives
bear offspring only once in their whole life-
time, Their children bave teeth of perfect

3 Conf, frag. XXXVII.
“ Conf. Frag. zxvil.

8¢ Balgda in Sank. means glvmg strength’; and is ap-
gmd to & bullock, and a meédieal plant: baladd is the
hfymlu fleguosa. _Eb.
L
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whiteness, both the upper set and the under,
- and the hair both of their head and of their
eyebrows is from their very infancy quite hoary,”
~ and this whether they bé boys or girls. Indeed
every man among them till he reaches  his
* thirtieth year has all the hair on his body white,
but from that time forward it begins to tuarn
black, and by the timie they are sixty,ﬁtheiﬁéh‘_'-ia
not a hair to be scen upon them but what is
black. These peaple, both men and women alike,
have eight fingers on each hand, and efht toes
on each foot. They are a very warlike people,
and five thousand of them armed with bows
and spears follow the banners of the King of
the Indiang. Their ears, he says, are so large
that they cover their arms as faras the elbows
while at the same time they <over all the back
~and the one ear touches the other.?®* -~ |
32. _ There is in Ethiopia an animal called
properly the Krokofias, but vulgarly the Kyno-
lykos. It is of prodigious strength, and is said |
to imitate the human voice, and by nightﬂtn
call out men by their names, and when they
come forth at their call, to fall wpon them and
devour them. This animal has the courage of
the lion, tlie speed of the horse, and the strength
of the bull, and cannot be encountered success-

6 Tor an account of the varions fabulous Indiau races
mentioned by the classical writers, and for their identifi-
cation with the races mentioned ‘ia Sanskrit writings. see
Ind. Ant., vol. VI, pp. 133-135, and footnotes.
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fully with weapons of steel.?® In Eubeoea about
Khalkis the'sheep have no gall,”” and their flesh
13 so extremely bitter thak dngs ¢ven will not
eat it. They say also thht in the parts beyond
the ‘Maurusian Straits®® raint falls in the sum-
mer-time, while the same regions are in winter-
tifne scorched with heat, In the country of the
KyGhians® there is, adcording-to his account, a
certain fﬂuntam, which mﬁi}ead of water has
Eprmn's of o1l—this oil bemtr used by the people .
i the 11(\“{?11]‘:0111111‘:}0(1 for all kinds of {food. In
the regign also called Metadrida there is
anotlier fonnain, this being at no greal distance
from the sca, At midnight it gwells with the
utmost viclence, and 1n receding casts forth fish
npon dry land in such quantities that the pcople
of the place canngtsgathgr them, and are obliged
to leaverthem lying rotting on the ground.®®
33. Kitlsias thus writing and romancing
professes that his narmtive ¥s all perlect truth,

T m—————er s = s = == s = L e

“ Reg ardm the ler}tfu a sort of hiviena, vide Diodor.
111, 24 ; ﬂ lan, Histo Not, VIT, 23 le . H. N.VIII,
81 ; 1*01 phyr. Do ADstin. IIT, p. 223, Cunf Hesych. 8. h.
voe. : Braes's Trarvels, vol. ’V p 113.

87 (et Theophr. . Plant. €X, 18, and Arist. Hist.
An. 1, 27.

-85 I\Iaupm Tiwy wuhmm-—*understand of the DPillars nf
Iercules. We have Manrusios 1n Pliny, ftsf. Nat, V, 2
Straho, Geog. XV I i1, 2.

A Ev raw I{umvimy xwpa appears to be corrapt. We
might suseest Cio in Mysia. The same thing is told of
the fountain ev Sikdavar yopa at the city Kvriocrparor
thus commonly for Muriorparor (Antigon. Mirab, 154),
Conf. also Aristot. Mir. ause. e. 123,

% This section is found only in the MS. of Miiniah and

j:erhapa does mot belong to Ktesiaa. .
»
9
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and, to assure us of this, asseverates that he
has recorded nothing but what he either saw
with his own eyes, ~or learned from the testi-
- mony of credible eye-witnegses. He adds more-
- over that he has leit nnnoticed many things far
more marvellous than any he has. related, lestany
onewho had not a previonsknowledgeof the facts

might look upon him as an arrant story-teller.
The” Sdéres” and the naiives of Upper
India are saad to be men of huge stature, so
that among them are found some who are 13
cubits. in height and who also.ive t1ll £hey are
above 200 years old. There are besides some-
wherc in the river called the Gaitds®® men of a
brute-like appearance who have a hide like that
of a rhinoceros being quite impervious todarts,*
while in India itsclf 1n dhe central parts of an
island of the ocean the inhabitants are” said to
have tails of. extragrdinary length such. as
satyrs-are represented with in pictures.®®

Frag. IT.
- From Arrian, 4nab. BDDI{P-V. 4, 2.

And Kitésias (if any one considers him a
competent authority) asserts that the distance
from the one bank of the Indus to the other
where the stream 18 narrowest 1s 40 Ei:&dl& and

e

"1 Thig fragment in the Manich MS, forms a pﬂ.]:t of the
15th Section uf the text of Photios.

@2 Of. Lucian Macrob. c. 5.

€3 Var. leet, —Gaitres.

¥4 Cf. Ptolemy, Geog. VII, 1iii, where the same words
are nsed.

8 (Cf. same chapter of same Bmk p. 178,



35

where it is widest, so much even as 100 stadig,
though its*breadth in general is the mean be-
Yween these two extremesa_

Frac, 11I1.
| Strabo, Geog. Book XV.

-.me_ this we can see how greatly the
opinions of the others differ, Ktésias asserting
~ that India is not less than all the rest of Asia,
and OtiestFiton T, &G

~y From the Indika nf Arrlﬂ,n, 3'[} .
Ktdsids the Knidian states that India 1s
equal todle rest of Asia, but he 15 wrong.

- * Frac. 1V.

Zlian, De Nal, Anim. Book XVIL 29.

When the King of the Incha];a gﬂes on ‘a
campawn, one hundred thousand war-elephants
go on before hu&}whh three timuaa.nd more,
that are of superior.size and strength, march,
I am told, behind him,.ihcse being tramned to
demolish 1the walls of 1:].1{3’&110111}-*. This thiey
effgct by rushing against them at the King’s
-gignal, and thrqwing them down by the over-
whelming - force with which they press their
breasts against them. Rtésias reports this
from hearsay, but adds that with his own eyes
he had seen elephants tear up palm irees, roots
and all, with like furious violence ; and this they
do whenever they are insfigated to the act
by their drivers.” '

"% Conf Diodor. I1., 17 ; Strabo, XV, I, 41 fF. ; Curtlua
VIIL, 8, IT,Lnamns Indlkopleuﬁtus }II, p. 330.

L]
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- Frac. V.
{A) Aristotle, De Gener. Anim, IT, 2.

What Ktésms has said regarding the seed nf
the elephant 1 i3 plainly false, for he asserts that
when dry it turns” hard o a8 to become hke
amber ; and this it does not.*"

(B) From the same, towards the end of the 3rd Bnun,
of his Hisfory f}f.ai?u?nah -~

What Ktesias has written regarding~the seed
~ of the elephant is falsc. |
(C) Alian, De dnimal. XVI, 2.

- Cocks [in India] are of immense size, and
their crests are-hot ted-like ths crests of onr
own cocks, but many-hued, like a fibral garland ;
their rump feathers are neither curved nor
wreathed, buk broad, and these they trail affer
them in the way the peacock drags his tasl when
bhe does not make it star] erdcr. The feathers
of the Indian cocks are- partly golden, -and
partly of 3 glenmmg ezure like the smaragdus

. stone® -
 Frag. VI
(A) Alian, De Animal. Nat. XVI, 31.

Ktésias in his account of India says that the
people called the Kynamolgoi rear many
dogs as big as the Hyrkanian breed, and this
Knidian writer tells us also why they keep so
‘many dogs, and this is the reason: From the
time of the summer snlstme on to mid-winter

r‘,‘

97 Ktésias, however, probably reforred- to- the matter
which issued from the ‘orifice in the temples. °
9 A kind of pheasant 18 meant—the Impeyanumllﬂp hop

Faia]
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~ they are incessantly attacked by herds of wild
oxen, coming like a swarm of bees or a flight
"of angry wasps, only that the ozen are more
numerous by far. Théy are ferocious withal
and proudly defiant, and butt most viciously
with their horns. The' K ynamo lgoi, unable
£ withstand them ofherwise, let loose their
dogs upon them, which are bred for this express
 purpose; and -these dégy emsily overpower the
oxen and worry them to death. Then come
the maaem, and appropriate to their own use

such pauts of the enreases ag they deem fie for
food, butl they setapart for their dogs all the
rgst, and gratitude pfmmptﬂ them to give this
 share 'chee]‘fullj;. During the season when
~ they gre left unmolested by the _dien,,' they
emuploy their do# in, hunting ofher animals.
They milk the bitches, and this is why they
are called Kynamolgoi (dog-milkers). They
drink this maik just as we drink that of the
sheep or the gont. | -

() Polydenkés (Pollux), Onomastic. V, 5, 41 p. 497,
~ The Kyna,;:mlgni are dogs living about
the lakes in the south of ¥ndia and gubsisting
upon c¢ows' milk. They are attacked in the
hot season by the oxen of India, but fhey ficht
these assailants and overcome them, as Kitésias
relates.””

% Con?. Diod. III, 31; Megasthenes in Strabo, XV,
- 37; Plin. Hist. Nal. VIL, 2; Curtius, IX, i. 31, |

»
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* (B) Zlian, De Animal. Nat. IV, 32.
Tt is worth while learning what like are the
cattle of the Indiang. Their goats and their”
sheep are, from whit P hear, bigger than the
biggest asses, and they prnduce four young ones
~ at a time, and never fewer than three. The tails
of the sheep reach down to their feet, and ths
tzils of the goats are so leng that they almost
toach the ground. The shepherds cut off the
tails of those cwes that are good for breeding:
to let them be mounted by the rams, ard these
tails yield an oil which is squeezed opt from
. their fat. They cutl also the tails of the rams,
and having extracted the fat, sew them up
again so Larefull} that no tracc of the incision
is afterwards scen. |
Frac., N 1L

Tzctzis, Chil. VII, v. 739, from the Thlrd Bock u;rf the
Apuﬁmmu of Uranius.

If any one thinksthit the size of the Arabian
reeds has been exaggerated, who, asks Tzetzés,
would believe what Kiésias says of the Ind*an
reeds—that they are.two orguiein breadth, and
that a couple of cargo-boats ¢ould be made from
a single joint of one of these reeds.'®

Frac. VIIL
Aristotle, De Hist, Anam. I, 1.

No animals of these species have a double

row of teeth, though, if we are to bgliﬁve

wo Oonf. Pliny, Hist. Nat. XVI, 36 ; VII, 2; Theo-
phr&sg Plant, wa; IX, 11; Hemdut TII. 98 Stra.bu
XV, 21

.
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Ktégias, there is one exception to the rule, for
he asserts that the Indian beast called the
Martikhora has- & triple rQw of teeth in each of
1ts ]awq He describes the anmlal as bhelng
equal,in size ‘to the lion, which it also restmbles
in its claws and in having shagey hair, though |
*"'tﬂ face and its ears are like those of a human .
bemg Its eyes are blue and its hair is of the -
colonr -cinmabar®t It¢tail,: ~which resembles
that of the land scorpion, contains the sting, and
is furnished with a growth of prickles which it
has the power of discharging like shaftsshot from
a bow. Its woice is like the sound of the pipe
ahd the trumpet blended together. Tt runs fast,
Ybeing as nimble as a deer. It is very ferocious
‘and has a great avidity for humad flesh.

Frma, IX

Pinsadias (Boidt. TX. o XX 4) quntmg Ktésla.ﬂ thns
describea the same amnla.l

The animal mentionedy by Kibsins “in his
Indika, called by Indians the Martihhora,
b4 by the Gleeks, it is said; dvdpodpdyor (man-
ea,ter) is, [ ameonvinced, the tiger. It ig de- .
scribed as having three YOWS of teeth 1 each of
1ts jaws and as having EtlHD‘S at the end of its
tail, wherewith it defends itself against its
assatlants whether fighting at close quarters or
at a distance. In the latter case il shoots its
stings clean away from its tail like shafts shot
., frum 2 bDW string.

101 5 e vermilion.



40

*

_ [The Indian® appear to me to have accepted
this account, which is not true, through their
sxcessive dread of ﬂi;lﬁ creature.
]i‘m&? X.
Pliny, H. N. VIIIL, 21 (al. 80.)

Ktésias states that the animal which he calla
the Martikhore is found «among these people
[the Indians or rather the Acthiopians].
According to his description, it has a triple row
-of teeth, ranged together like the tefth of a
comb; its face and its ears are like those of a
human being, while ite eyés are, "blue and its
hair of 2 blood-red colour. It has the bﬂdy of
a lion and its-tail is armed with' stings, with
which it smftes like the scorpion, Its voice
is like the commineled sound of the pibe and

the trompet. It runs {*Erery ﬁl&.'t and Js very

'fﬂnd {}f humm:l ﬁeah )

FMG XI

From Elmn Be Animal. TV. 21 ; respecting the Indian
Martikhora.

In Tndia 1s found a wild anirlal ealled in the
native tongue the Martibhora. Tt s of great
strength and ferocity, being about as bigas a
lion, of a red colour like cinnabar, and covered
with shaggy hair like & dog.  Itsiace, however,
is not bestial, but resembles that of a-human
being. It has both in the upper and the lower
~jaw a double row of teeth which are extremely

sharp at the points and larger than fhe canne.
| | . |



41
Itﬂ ears in their conformation are like the |
huma.n, but they are larger and covered with
shagey hair. Ita eyes alst are lile the human,
andof abluecolour. Ithas the feetand theclaws
of & lion, but its tail, which may be more than
a cubit long, is not only furnished at the tip
- with a scorplon’s sting but. i armed on both
gides with a row of ﬂtmgs With.. the' atmg at
the tip it.smites any one who coihes near it and
kills Ium therewith instantaneously, but if it is
pursued i uses the side stings, discharging
‘them lik® arrows against the pursuer, whom it
cap hit even thﬂugh he be at a good distance
off. When it fights, having the enemy in front,
- 1b bends - the taal upward, but when, like the
Sakians it fights while retreating, it straightens
. it out to the fullesf length. The stings, which
are a-foot, long and as slender as a rush (or a
fine thread), kill every snimal~they hity with
the exception of the elephant only. Ktésias
Bays that he had been assured by the Indians
| tha,t those stings that are expended in fighting
are repliced by a growth of new ones as if to
perpetuate thiz accursed pMigue. Its favourite
food, according to the same aunthor, is human
flesh; and to satisfy this lust, it kills a great many
men, caring not to spring from its ambush
upon a solitary traveller, but rather upon a band
of two or three for which it is singly more than
& match.” All the beasts of the forest yield to
1t3 pmwess, save only the lion, which it is 1111-

-
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" potent to subdue. That it loves above all
things to. gorge itself with human flesh, is

clearly shower by its name—for the Indiam
- word Martikhora means man-egter—and it has
its name from this particnlar habit. It runs
with all the nimbleness of & deer. - The Indiaxs
- hunt the young ones before the stings appedsr
on their tails, and break "the tails themselves
in pieces on the rocks iﬂn preveat stings grow-

ing upon them., Its voice has a most strlkmg
resemblance to the sound of a trumpet. ~ Ktésiaa

says that he had seen in Persia oneof these

animals, which had been sent f:dm India as a
- gift to the Persian king. Such are the pecu-
Liarities of the Martikhora, as described by
Ktésias, and if any one thinks this Knidian
writer a competent authorityon such subjects,
he must be content with the account Whluh be
has gizven. - e
| fRAG.._ XI1I.
(A) Antigonos, Mirah. Nar. Cong. Hist. c. 182,

He says that Ktésias gives gn account of an

undymg fire burming on Mount Chimaera

"~

10, the cﬂuntry of the Phasélitai. Should

the flame be cast into water, this but sets it

into a greater blaze, and so if you wish to put

it out you must cast some solid substance
mto i, | o f
(B) Pliny, Hist, Nat, II, 106,
Mount Chimaera in Phas8liy is vol-
canic, and burns night and day withra perpetual
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flame.’®® According to Ktésias the Knidian, the .
fire is- augmentfed by water, but extinguished
by earth or-hay.'*® .

C. Xlian, Da’Anim, XVI, 37,

Among the Indian Psydloi (who are so
called to distinguish them from the Libyan
Bsylloi) the horses are no bigger than rams,
while the sheep look as small as lambs. The
asses are likewise correspondingly small and

-

g0 are the mules and the oxen, and in short all
cattle ot*whatever kind.'%

. Frac. XIIT.
*Zlian, Nat. 4n. IV, 26.

"Hares and foxes are hunted by the Indians
in the manner following. They do not require
dogs fgr the purpnse, but taking “the young of
eagles, of ravers’andeof kites, they rear and
train them to pursmnesthese animals by subject-
ing them fo this course of instrustion. Taking
a pet hare and a tame fo¥, they fasten on to
each a gobbet of flesh, and then making them
run away, at the same time dismiss the birds to

give them instant chase, and catch the alluring
bait. The birds eagerly pursue, and catching
up-either the hare or the fox, pounce upon the
flesh, with which they are allowed to glut their
maw in recompense for their activity in having

192 Conf. Ind, 4Ant., vol. IX, p. 109, and Beaunfort’s
Travels,
- 103 Foeno, for which FPrexh&ps fimo should be read.

104 Qag Fr&g XvV. om this it appears that Ktéaiga
calld the samme race both Paylli and Pyglmaa
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captured it. When they have thus become
adepts in hunting, they are taken out to pur-
sue mountain hares and wild foxes, when, on”
gichting the quarry, théy at once give it chase
- in hope of earning the customary dainty, and
having quickly caught it bring it to their masters,
as Ktésias acquaints us. From the sam®
source we further learn that the entrails of
the quarry are given them instead of the gob-
bets of flesh- to which they bhad been formerly
treated. - il
Frag. XIV. - o

(A) Alian Nat. Anim. IV, 27, .
The gryphon, an Indian animal, is, so far ag I

can learn, four-footed like the lion and has
claws of enormons strength closely resembling
his. It is described as Aavifig feathers on ifs
back, and these black, while the breast feathers
are red@ and these of the wing white. Accord-
ing to Kitésias it¢ neck is variegated with
feathers of a bright blue; its beak is like an
eagle’s ; and its head like the representations
which artists give of it in painfings and sculp-
tures. Its eyes aresaid to be fiery red, and it
builds its nest upon the mountains, and, as if
is impossible to catch these birds when full
grown, they are caught when quite young. The
Baktrians who are next neighbours to the
Indians give out that these birds gnard the gold
found in the regions which they haunt, and
that they dig it out of the ground. and build
. -
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~ their nests with it, and that the Indians carry -
off as much of it as falls to the ground. The
*Indians however deny that the gryphons guard
the gold, alleging, what I think is highly
‘probable, that gold is a thirg gryphons have no
use for ; but they admit that when these birds
@e them coming to gather the gold, they become
alarmed for their ybung and attack the in-
truders.” Nor do they remat man only, but beasts
of whatever kind, gaining an easy victory over
all exe®t only the elephant and the hon, for
which they are nomateh. The gryphons, then,
being so fmrmidable, the natives of these
countries go not to gather gold in the day time,
but set out under cover of night when they are
least likely to be detected. Now*the auriferous
region Whlch thg gryphops inhabit 18 & frght-
ful desert,’®® and those who make a raid upon
the gold, select a moonless night, and set out
armed, the expedition beirg a thousand or even
two thousand strong. They take with them
mMtocks for digging the gold and sacks in
whichto carry R away. If they areunobservedby
the gryphons they have a double share of good
luck, for they not only escape with their lives
butbeara freight of gold in trinmph home, where,
the metal having been purified by those who
are skilful m smelting ores, they are recom-
pensed with overflowing wealth for all the

—b

.1%* Pérhaps the Desert of Cobi.
' *
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hazards of the enterprise.  Should they on
the other hand be detected in the act of
theft, certain death would be their fate. T -
have lea.rned by enquiry that they do not
return home till after A abaence of three or
four years.*® -

Frag, XV, - L

. (A) Ehan, Naf. An. XVT, 87,

It 18 said that necither the wild nor the tame
swine 18 found in India; and that the Ind_la,ns 50
much abhor the flesh of this animal tkat they
would as soon tagte human flesh as taste pork.

(B) Alian, De Nat. Anim, T1L 4.

The following also are peculiarities in the
nafure of animals. The swine, according to
Ktésias, whetrer wild or tame, 18 not found In
India, and he qmnewrh%‘e sfates that ‘indian
sheep have tails a cubit in breadth.

(C) Arist., De Hist, Anim. VIII, 28.

In Ifdia, as Ktésias,"a writer not to be de-
- pended on, tells us, the swine is not found either
wild or tame. ~

n

~ [Theanimalsof that counfry horvever whichare
bloodless and those that lie in holes are all large.]
(D) Palladins, Da Brachman, p. 5.
For the swine of the Thebaid, on account . of
the excessive heat, is no longer found either. in
the parts of India or of Athiopia.

08 The aa.ma is ralated from /lian by Philo, De gnimall.
proprielt, 2, pp. 15 seq. ; conf. Herndut TIT. 16; 1IV.
13,27. Baehr hasa vary long note on the Gr:arphnns :

o
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(E)} Pallad., De Brach., p. 4.

It (India)) has also palms and the largest of

snuts, the Indian as well as the amall nut which

1s aromatie. o N
(F} Antig. Mirab. Nar, IGD.

Ktéaiﬂ.s, he says, informs us thatin Athiopia
there is a fountain whose waters are red like
-cihnab&r, and make those who drink them mad.
- (G)  From the work of 80ti0n.

Ki:ésla.s relates that ip Aithiopia there is &

fountain of water resembling cinnabar in colour
which deprives those who drink it of their
reason, So that they confess all the misdeeds
which they have secretly committed.

(H) Pliny, XXXI, 2,

In drinking this water due moderation must
be obgerved lest it make you mad like those
persons’ who daitk of «that red fountain in
Athiohis whereof Kibsiag writes.

(I) Michael. Apostol, Proverty XX, 6,207

A swine among the rosss, a proverb applied
by Kratés to the intractable and uneducated.
K?sias asserts that the swine is not bred in
India, either tle wild or the tame kind, and he

somewhere mentions that the sheep have tails
a cubnt in breadth.

Frag. XVI.
Pliny, Hist. Nat, XVII, 2.

Onesikritus says that in those parts of India
where no shadows are cast there are men who
are o gubits and 2 palms in stature and who

1¢? This ¢ given as frag. 28 by Lion, but not by Miiller.
»

Y
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-~

live 130 years without becoming old, for if
they die then they are cut off as it were in
mid-life. Krates of Pergamus calls the Indians-
who live over a hundred years Giymnetae, but
many writers cal* them Makrobii. Ktésias
asserts that a tribe of them called Pandarae
immhabiting the valleys live for 200 years, and
have in their youth white hair, which turns
black when they grow old.
o Frac. XVIL. .
Zlian, Nat. An. IV, 36. -
Writers on India inform us that thatcountry
- produces many drugs, and is astonishingly- pro-
lific of those plants that yield them. Many of
~ these drugs are medicinal and cure snake-bites,
which are so dangerous to life, but others are
deleterious and quickly destroy Life. Among
these may be reckoned the poison of & parti-
cular kind of serpent, one which to appearance
is about a span longr Tts colour is purple of
the deepest dye, but not on the head, which
so far from being purple, isextraordinarily white,
whiter even than snow or thdn milk. It is
found in those parts of India which are most
scorched by the sun. It has no teeth, and does
not at all incline to bite, and hence one would
think 1t to be of a tame and gentle nature, but
nevertheless, wherever it casts its vomit, be it
npon the limb of & man or of a beast, nothing
can prevent the whole of that limb from~morti-
fying. It is sought after for the sake of this

Fa [l

e}
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poison, and is, when caught, suspended from a
tree by the tail, so that the head may look down-
ward to the ground. Below 1ty mouth they
place a casket made of brass, to receive the
drops of poison ag they fall. The matter thus
“discharged condenses and becomes a solid mass.
vshich might be mistaken for the gum which
oozes from the almon¥t-tree. When thg snake is
dead the vessel is' replaced Tby another, which
is also of brass, for the carcase then discharges °
a serous mmour like water, which, after being
allowed fp stand for three days, takes also a solid
form. The two masses differ from each other
i’ colour, the one being jet-black and the other
the colowr of amber. 1If you take of the latter
no morg than what would equal Yhe bulk of a
sesame seed, and gdmigisfer this to one either
in his food or his dripk, he ig first of all seized
with violent spasms, and his eyes in the next
place become distorted, andehis brain, forcing its
way through his nostrils, runs out, when death
enshes after a short but sharp agony. If a
smaller dose 1g®taken, death does not imme-
diately ensue, but does go eventumally. The
black poison, again, which has oozed from the
snake when dead, operates but slowly, for if one
swallows the same bulk of it as of the other, it
corrupts his blood and he falls into a consump-
tion, of which hedies in a year’s time. Many,
- howevew, survive for two years, dying inch
by inch.

.
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Fraa, XVIII,
Alian, De Nat, An. IV, 41. |

There 1s a species of Indian bird of very -
diminutive size which may be. thus described.
- It builds 1ts nests or high and precipitous moun-
taing, and is about as big as a partridge egg,
and of a bright red colour like realgar. The
Indians call it in their tongue dikairon, and the
Greeks in theirs, ag I am informed, dikaion (4. e.
just). Tts dung has a peculiar property, for if
a quantity of 1t no bigger than a grain {f millet
~ be dissolved into apotion, itwonld be egough to

‘kill & man by the fall of evenimp. But the
death that comes thereby resembles a sleep,
and 1s most pleasant withal and pangless, being
like that death which the poets are wont to call
lustmelés . (limb-relaxing), ande gblékhros (easy),
for such a death 18 painless, and 18 therefore to
those who wish to be _rid of life, the sweetest
of all deaths. The Indians accordingly spare
no pains to procure this substance, which they
regard as a gennine anodyne for all hurfan
ills. Hence it is included am®bng the costly
presents sent by the kimg of the Indians to
the Persian king, by whom it is prized more
than aught else, and who treasures it up as =
sure defence in case of necessity against ills
that are past all other remedy. No one in all
Persia possesses it save only the king himself
and the king’s mother. Let us here then
compare this Indian drug with the, Egyptian

L
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go a8 to determine which is superior. The
Egyptian we saw, had the effect throughout
sthe day it was taken of restraining and check-
 Ing tears, whereag -the Indian induced an
unending oblivion of all ills. The former was
- the gift of a woman, and the latter the gift of
abird, or rather of Nature, which, through the
agency of this bird, unfetters manfrom the
'atemeat‘bondage And the Indians, thay 84,
are happy in the possession of this, since they
can by #s means whenever they please, escape
from their p]‘l‘-}ﬂﬂ-h{}hﬂe here below.

Frac. XIX.
Apnllunma (I}jraknlos}, Hist, Mirab. XVIL

Ktésing says that in India is Jound a tree
called dhe parybon. ‘This draws to itself every-
thing that cnmeﬁ'ne&r, As'gold, silver, tin, copper
and all other metals. Nay, it even attracts
- sparrows when they alight in its"neighbonrhood.
Should it be of large size, 1t would attract even
. goats and sheep and similar animals.

1- FRAG XX,
Pliny, Hst. Nat. XKKT.TII 2.

Ktésias says that in Indm is a rnrer, the
Hypobarus, and that the meaning of its name
i the bearer of all good things. It flows from the
north into the Eastern Ocean near a mountain
-well-wooded with trees that produce amber.
These trees are called aphytacorae, a name which
means [iscious suweetness.

.

-

»
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Frag., XXI.
Tzetzls, Chil. VII, v, 714,

- Ktésias says that in India are the trees 1a]in5|d;,-~
produce amber, and the.men called the Kyno-
kephalol, who, according to his account, are
very just men living by produce of the chase.
Frag, XXIT,. | ~
Pliny, Hist. Nef, VII, 2.

On maty mountains (of Ind]ﬂ,) 18 “found &
race of men with heads like those of dogs, who
“are dressed with the sking of wild beagts, who
bark instead of speaking, and who, being armed
. with claws, live by hunting and fﬂwling° Ktésias
says that in hig time the number of theﬂe men
was 120,000. |

¥Frag., XXIII
Alian, IV, 46, - |

Among the Indiansa~¢ founrd certain insects
about the size ot beetles and of a colout so red
that af first sight onc.might mistake them for -
cinnabar. Their fegs are of extraordinary
length and soft to the touch. They grow
upon the trees which produce amber, and Sub-
sist upon their fruit. - The Indtans collect them
for the sake of the purpledye, which they
yield when crughed. This dye is used for
tinting with purple not only their outer and
-their under-garments, but also any other sub-
stance where a purple bue is required. Robes
tinted with this purple are sent to the Persian
king, - for ‘the Indian purple is thought by the
Persians to be marvellously beautiful and far

| ©
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superior to their own. This we learn from
Kiésias, who says well, for this dye 18 1n fact
*deeper and more brilliant than ghe renowned
Liydian purple.

In that part of India where the beetles
(muﬂd’pm) are met with, live the Kynokephaloi,
- who are so called from their being like dogs in |
the Eh&PE of their héad and in thep general
appearance. In. other respects, however, they
resemble mankind, and o about clad in the
skins of%vild beasts. They are moreover very
just, and do no sort of injury to any man.
They cannots speak, but utter a kind of howl.
Notwithstanding this they comprehend the
language of the Indians. They subsistupon wild
animals, which their great fleetness of foot en-
ables them to cgpturq with the utmost ease.
Havingkilled the prey they cut it into pieces, and
roast 1t by the heat of the sun apd not Ly fire.
They keep goats however and sheep, whose milk
supplies them with drink, as the chage with food.
I Mve mentioned them among the brutes, and
- with good reas®n, for they do not possess arti-
‘culate a.nd intelligible spegch like mankmd 108

Frac. XXITV.
-+ Servins the Commentator on Virgil ; Aineid, I, v, 653.

. Acantho—<. e. with a flexible twig in imita-
tion of which a robe i1s artificially adorned

10% Herodotus mentions Kynokephaloi in Africa {W,
192} ; copf. Diodor. III, 34; An gustine, C. D, XVI, 8

Aristot, wt Anim, 11, 8 Stra,bu XVI, iv, 15 Phlluat
F‘Lt Apollon, VI, 1.
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and wrought. Varing makes this statement.
Ktésiag says that there ave trees in India which
grow wool. , g
Frag. XXV,
(A} Alian, Hist. dn. IV, 52.
‘1 have ascertained by enquiry that wild

asses are found in India as big as horses. The
animal ig entirely white, except about the head,
which is of a reddish colour, while" the eye
gleams gith azure. ‘It has a horn upon its
forehead abount a cubit and a half lorrg. This
horn is white at the base, crimson at the tip, and
jet black m the middle. These-particoloured
horns are wsed, T understand, as drinking cups
by the Indians, not indeed by people of all
ranks, but Cnly by the magnates, who rim
them at mtervals with circlets of m;ld Just
as they would adorn with bracelets ﬂ]t} arm of
some beautiful statue. The ey say that whoever
drinks out of this l;prn is pmtected against all
mcurable diseases, for he can neither be seized
by eonvulsions nor by what is called the saered
~ disease (epilepsy),'®® and neither can he be cut
off by poison; nay if before drinking from it he
should have swallowed anything deleterious, he
vomits this, and escapes scatheless from all ill
effects, and while, as has been believed, all
other asses, wherever found, and whether wild
or tame, and even all solid-hoofed animals, have
neither a huckle-bone (dorpayados) noragall in

—_

109 Of Herod, I, 33. -
'
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the liver, the Indian horned asses have according
to Ktésias both a huckle-bone and & gall in
the liver. The huckle-bones are sajd to be black,
not only on the surface but all throughout as
may be proved by breaking one to pieces. They
are fleeter not only than other asses but even
than horses and deer., On first starting they run
leisurely, but they gtadually strengthen their
“pace, and then to overtake them, is, to use a
poetic expression, the unattainable (ra ’axiynra).'*°
When tMe dams have brought forth and begin to
lead out their young ones to the pastures, the
males are in Tlose attendance, and guard their
oftspring with devoted care. They roam about
in the most desolate tracts of the Indian plain,
and whﬁn the hunters come to attaltk them, they
relegate their fua&ﬂ, beipg as yet but young and
tender, 4o graze i the rear, while in front they
fight to defend them. Their mqde of attack 1s
to charge the horsemen, wging the horn as the
weapon of assault, and this is so poworful, that
notding can withstand the blow it gives, but
yields and snap#in two, or is perhaps shivered
to pieces and spoiled for, further use. They
sometimes even fall upon the horses, and so
cruelly rip up their sides with the horn that
their very entrails gush out. The nders, it
may well be imagined, dread to encounter them
ab close quarters, since the penalty of approach-

110 Used.by Homer.
‘ '
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ing them is a miserable death both to man and
horse. And not only do they butt, but they
also kick most viciously and bite ; and their bite-
is much to be dreaded, for they tear away all
the flesh they grasp with their teeth. It is
accordingly impossible to take them alive if
they be full-grown ; and hence they must be
despatched with such misgiles as the spear or
thearrow. Thisdone, the Indians despoil them
of their horns, whicll they ornament in the
manner already described. The flesh i2so very
bitter that the Indians cannot use it for food 21!
(B) Mlian, IIT, 41. »

Indisa, he says, produces unicorn horses and
breeds likewise unicorn asses. Drinking cups
are made frofh these horns. Should one who
plots-againgt another’s life put a de&dlyrpniaﬂn
into these cups no harm is done to the than
who drinks therefrom. The horn of the horse
and the ass, it wowld appear, is an antidote
against evil,

Frac. XXV | a
Xlian, Nut. An. V, & |

The river Indus has no living creature in
it gxcept, they say, the Skéléx, a kind of worm
which to appearance ig very like the worms that
are generated and nurtured in trees. It differs
however 1n size, being 1n general seven cubitsin
length and of sm:h a thickness that a child of

- (Conf, Alian. IT1, 41; XVI, 20; Aristot. De partt.
Anwm, 1L, 2; Philostrat. Vit .ﬁlpﬂll III 2.

s . -
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ten could scarcely clasp it round in his arms.
It hasa single tooth in each of its jaws, quadran-
gular in shape and above four feet long. These
teeth are so strong that they tear in pieces with
ease whatever they clutch, be it a stone or be
it & beast, whether wild or tame. In the day-
- tigne thege worms remain hidden at the bottom
- of the river, wallowing with delight in its mud
and sediment, but by night they come: ashore
in search of prey, and Whatever animal they
pounce wpon—horse, cow, or ass, they drag down
to the bottom of the river, where they devour it
limb by limb,&ll except the entrails. Should they
b€ pressed by hunger they come ashore even in
the daytime, and should & camel then or a cow
come to the brink of the river 3 quench its
thirst, they croep stoulfhily wpto t, and having
with & yiolent spring secured their victim by
fastening their fangs in its upper, lip, they drag
it by sheer force into the watgr, where they make
a sumptuous repast of it. The hide of the skiléz
is tvao finger-breadths thick., The natives have
devised the following method for catching it. To
a hook of great strength_and thickness they
‘attach an iron chain, which they bind with a
rope made. of a broad piece of white cotton.
Then they wrap wool round the hook and the
rope, to prevent them being gnawed through by
the worm, and having baited the hook with a
kid, the, line is thereupon lowered into the
_ stream, Aﬁ many ag thirty men, each of whom
8
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¥ equipped with & sword and a spear fitted

with a thong, hold on to the rope, "ha.ving also

stout endgels.of cornel lying ready to hand, i
cage it should be necessary to fell the monster
with blows. Assoon asit ishooked and swallows
the bait, it is hauled ashore and despatched by

the fishermen, who suspend its carcase till it haa
- been expased for 30 days to the heat of the
gsun. -An oil all this time cozes out from it, and
falls by drops into e&rthen vessels, A single

worm yields ten kofulai (about five pirlts). The

vessels- having been sealed up, the oil is des-

patched to the king of the Indiamy, for no one
else is allowed to bave so mich as one drop "of
it. The rest of the carcase is useless. Now this
oil pﬂssesses“‘this singular virtue, that if you
wish to burn to ashesa pile of any kind of wood,

you have only to pour upon it half a piat of the
o1, apd it iguites without your. applying
- spark of fire to kindles it, while if it is 2 man or a
beast you want to burn, you pour out the oil, and

in an instant the victim is consumed. By nf2ans
of this oil also the king of the Indians, 1t 13
said, captures hostile cities without the help of
rams or testudos or other siege apparatus, for
he has merely to set them on fire with the oil,

ka,nd they fall into his hands. How he prﬂcpeds
is this. Having filled with the oil a certain
number of earthen vessels which hold each
about half a pint, he closes up their movths, and

aims them at the uppermost parts of the gates;

- A
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~_and I they strike there and break, the oil runs.
down the woodwork, wrapping it in flames
“which cannot be put out, but with insatiable
fury burn the enemy, arms and all. -The ounly
way fo smother and. extingnish this fire is to
cast rubbish into it.  This account is given by
. I8tésias the Kmdla.n
. Fmae XXVIL |
(A} From intig'onus, Jlﬁrqb. Nar. Cong. Hist, 165.

- Itis said that Ktésias mentions certain lakes in
India, ohe of which, like the lakes in Sicily and
Media mede everything that was cast info it
stnk down [float] except gold, copper, and iron.
Moreover; should anything fallinto it aglant, it is
thrown up standing erect. It is said to cure the
diseaseqealled the white leprosy. Another lake
at certain seasons yields an' oil which is found -
floating*on the surface.

(B) From S4tibn in snﬂ.ttéreqtpassagesnwhara hq relates
- marvels about rivers, oyutains and lakes.

. There is a fountain in India which throws
outypon its banks as if shot from an engine those
‘who dive into 1ty waters, as Ktésias relateg,1?
- {C} Strabo, Geog. XVI, 4. |

Ktésing the Knidian mentions a fountain
‘which discharges into the ses water of & red
colour and full of minium (red-lead).

Frae. XXVIII
Pliny, Hist, Nat, XXXI, 2.
Ktésias records that in India is a pool of

.

“ae Conf. Aristot. Mir. Aduse. o, 122; Plin. Hist. Nai.
11, 103.
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water called Sid e in whmh nothing will fioat,
but everything sinks to the bottom.
* Frag. XXIX.

{A) Mtlgunus Mirab. Nar. Cong. Hist, . 182
-~ Ktérmas mentlonﬁ the water which falls from

“a rock in Armema, and which casts out black

fish which cause the death of the eater. o
. {B) Pliny, Hist. kat, XXXT, 2.
Ktﬂslas writes that 1 Armema tﬁere 18 &

fountain with black fish which, if taken ﬂﬂ‘_fﬂﬂd
produce instantaneous desth, and I heard the
" same said of the Danube, that where it rises,
the same kind of black fish is fognd in it ill
.you come to a fountain adjoining-its chianngl,
and that this fountain is therefore commonly
believed to “se the head of the river. They
tell the same thing of the y;,rmph’.s “pool in
Lydia. | ‘ |

FRaq.. XXX,
{A] Tzetzgs, Ohil. VII, v, 638. o
This Skylax (of Karyanda) writes other such

- stories by the myriads, stories of one-eyed pen,
and of men that sleep 1in their ears, and
thousands of other wonderful creatures, all which
he speaks of as really existing, and not fictitious;
but for my part, as I have never met with any
of them, I do not believe in them, alth{}ugh t.hera
are multitudes, such 28 Kteslaﬂ, I&mboulﬂs,'

13 Jeidor. Origg. xiii, 13 C'unf A.nt- on. c. 161;
Dmdum, 11, 36 7 Arrla;n, Ind, c B Stra,ho XV, i,

38; and Ind. Ant. vol. Y. pp. 334 and vol. "FI
pp. 121, 130, '- -
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Hégigonos, Rhéginos, who not only believe
that these, but that still greater monstrosities,
"are to be found in the world. .,

(B) Pliny, Hist. Nat. VII, 2.

And he affirms that there is a tribe of Indians
whose women bear offspring once only in their
|¥etime, and whose hair turns white in the
very childhood. - Hé. mentions also . race of
men cﬂ.lled Monosceli (une—legged), who, though
they had but a single leg, could hop upon it
with WBnderful agihty, .and that they were
also called Sciopodae, because that when they
lay on theirr back in very hot weather, they
‘ghaded themselves from the sun with their feet.
They lived not very far from the nglc}ﬂybes
(cave-dwellers). To the west of ‘t-ﬂ.ﬁBE, he adds,
lived men without a geck, and wl:m had their
eyes phced - their ghonlders. -

() Frnm the same,

According to Ktdsias tha Indian people which
18 called Pandore and occupies the valleys,
v for 200 years, and have in early younth
hoary hair whish turns black as they become
old.. There 18 a people, on the other hand
whose life-time does not exzceed forty years.
They are next neighbours to the Makrobhi, and
_ their women produce offspring once only. Aga-
tharchidés asserts the same, and adds that they
live upon locusts and are fleet of foot. [To
- these Klitarchus gave the name of Mandi,
and Meggsthenés reckons the number of their
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villages at 300. Their women bear children
when they are seven years old, and. they are
in their old age at forty.] -

Frag., XXXI.
Gellius, Noct. Attic. IX. o, 4.

When we were returning from Greece into
Ttaly, and had made our way to Brundusiurr,
and having disembarked, ‘were walking about’
in that famous EE&P-OI‘t which Ennius, using a
somewhat far-fetched but sufficiently . well-
known word, called the fortunate (fraepes),
we saw a number of bundles of books lying
- exposed for sale. I lost not & fhoment, but
E&unced with the utmost avidity upon these

N oW, they were all in Greek and full

‘of ﬁrnndErs and f&blesmcﬂntammg relatjons of
STL th&ngs unheard of and #ncredible, but written
P ;;"fly:;; anthors of no small anthority—Aristeas of
<8 _Proconnésos apd Isigonos of Nicaee, and Kté-
sias, and Onésikrites and Polystephanos and
Hegesas. The volumes themselves however
were musty with accumulated mould, and tHeir
whole condition and appearante showed that
they were going fast to decay. I went up to
the stall however, and enquired the prices, and
being induced by the wonderful and unexpect-
ed cheapness, I bought a great lot of the books
for a few coppers; and occupied myself for the
next two days in glancing over the contents.
As I read I made some extracts, noting the
wonderful ‘ stories which none of ogr writers

L




63

have as yet aimed at composing, and inter-
spersing them with these comments of my
own, so that whoever reads thege books may
not be found qui'té & novice in stories of the
sort like one who has never even heard of
them befnre [ Gellins now goes on to record,
meny particulars regarding the Skythians, Ari-
maspians, Sauromatie and others n‘E- whom
Pliny has written at length in bfs Natural
History. These particulirs have been evident-
ly extra®ted from the Indika of Ktésias and
are here, subjoined] :—* On the mountains of
India are men who have the heads of dogs, and
bark, and who live by hunting and fowling
There are besides in the remotest regions /8Py
the Eagt other strange ereatures—men whqf
called Monocokh {;nng-lqgged), who Tun hoy ]if
upon their one leg with wonderful Ehglll .
others who have no necks but haye eyes in thei
shoulders.” All unbﬂundmil hDWE‘i’ET is hig a8~
tonishment on his learning from these writers
- abo™t a race of men in the uttermost -pa,rté of
India having slwggy bodies and plumage like
that of birds, who live ngt npon food, but on
the perfume of flowers inhaled through the nos-
trils. Not far from these live the Pygmies, the
‘tallest of whom do not exceed 23 feet. The books
contained these and many similar absurd stories,
and as we pernsed them we felt how wearisome
a task,it is to read worthless books which
conduce neither to adorn nor to improve life.

£
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- Frag. XXXII. _
Frag. IV. From Athémnaios, lib. X. {e. 98.]1* .
Ktésias saysthat in India the king isnot allow-.

. ed to make hfmself drunk, but that the Persian

king is allowed to do 8o on one particular day
—that on which sacrifice ia offered to Mithraas.
Frac. XXXIHI.,
Tzetzds, Chil. VITI, v, 987,11 g
Hem&)tuﬂ, Diodbros, Ktésias and all others

agree that the Happy Arabia, like the Indian
land, is most odoriferous, exhales a ngmy fra-

grance, 5o that the very soil of the forfier, and
the stones of the latter; if cut, emit a delicious
perfume, while the people therep when made
languid and faint by the rich odours, recover
from the stupor by inhaling the smoke of cértain
bnnes and horus and strong-smelling snbstances.
Frac. XXXV, -

.' Lucian, Ver. Hist. [,3.06

. Ktésias the son of Ktésiokhos, the Kmdlan,

| -Wmte about Irdia and-its inhabitants what he

neither himself saw nor heard from the report

ﬂf ﬂt'hEI'E. ' | t ‘
Frag. XXXVI. "

— - Strabo, Geog, 1. 2.7
Thempnmpﬂs professes 1n express terms that in

his history he will tell fables better than such as

have been related by Herodotus, and Ktésias and.

Hellanikos and those who wrote about India.

11+ Misller places this as frag. 55 of the Persica,
1% Miiller places this among the fr&ngHtE of the Peri-

plug or Periegems,
119 This belongs to the life of Ktésias : uﬂnf Mii]ler, p. 8.

17 Thig 18 Lmn 5 49th frag., but can ha.rdl]r be raga,rdad
a8 one.

~
L
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LASSEN'S REVIEW

OF THE REPORTS OF KTHSIAS
CONCERNING INDIA®

In proceeding to examine the reports con-
cerning Indian matéers which yvet survive from
tie work of Ktesiasg, I call to mind what I previonsly
remarked, that on account of the ungafisfactory
~state in which we possess the fragments, ag well
as om account of the prehilectiﬂn of the author
for the tarvellous, it is difficult to separate what
is exaggerated from what is true, and to give a
satisfactory egplanation of his statements, while

further, I have shown in several examples that hias
- descriptions, as far as they have been examiued,
have been found to be truein materialwoints, though
they camnot be absolved from the repreach that the
- facks have been apurpdely disfigured by being
megnificd. In judging of his work, two especial
points are to be taken intg accouns. The first is,
that he resided at the Coust of Artaxcrxés

 Mnémdn as his physician, and thereby enjoyed

~ ‘the dest opportunity of questioning the Persians

about all the infgrmation they had acquired re-
garding India. He could question even Indiang
themselves.about their native coumtry, because he
testifies that he had secen such men, these being
‘white, 46, Aryans.? Tho second is that the
extract from his work was made by a Byzantine
of far later date, the Patriarch Phot:u 8, who

[ S—

"} Translated from his Ind. Alterthum. vol. 11, pp. 641 ff.
2nd edition, 1874.
* Ctesiae, dragm. ed. C. Miiller, p. 81z,

9 "y




66

™

lived about the middlie of the ninth century of our
mra, and who had such a predilection for the
wonderful and did the work so negligently, that it~
can offer 'no suitable scale whereby to measure the

- troe value of the original. Most of the quotatious,
besides, concern the fabunlous Indian races and the
wonderful produocts of the country., Regarding
several of his statements the advancing knowledge
of Indian erchaxclogy has sufficed to show that
they had not been invented by the author, but that
they originated In fictions current among the
Indians. -Accordingly, the accusations o1 menda-
cibty heaped upon him by the ancients, wjth refer-
ence-to his book on India, have been generally
withdrawn ; but it would be going too far to
absolve him.entirely from lying, although in most
cases his corr-ptions of the truth originate in his
desire to tell unheard of stories, "

He composed his work, “which-consisted of one
book, after his return to his own country in the
year 398 B.C.,° hbut how long afterwards cannot he
determined. He did "ot consult Herodotns or auy
other of his predecessors, Whether his coin-
cidence with Skylax about the fabulous people~is a
Pplagiarisin is dubious.* Besides-what I shall pre-
sently have to say abont his Indian reports, it
will suffice to mention only what is of essential
importance, as it would be unsuitable in this place
to enter into detailed researches on as yet un-
explainable reports, while, ag regards the fabulous
nations, 1t will suffice to point out their Indian

: origin

3 Muﬂer, lﬁ '
o Schwanbeck’ Megasth. Ind., p. 8
r .

™
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Acecording to Ktésias, India was not smaller than
all the rest of Asia®—which is a palpable exaggera-
~tion. Like Herodotus he considered the Indians
to be the greatest of nabions and the outermost,
beyond whom there lived no other.®. Of the Indian
rivers he knows strictly speaking only the Indus,
for it must remain undecided whether the Hypar-
khos be the - Ganges.] As the Persians had ob-
tained enact information only of the Iedus region,
we mudat expect to find phat his more accurate
communications * bave reference to that region
exclusively. Of the former river he assumed the
breadthwhere it was smallest at forty, and where
1t was wideat at one hundred stadia, while in
most. parts it was a mean between these two
extremes.® These figures are, however, without
-doubt exceaawa, but one need nod be surprised
thereat, mince at that t1me no measurement had
been made. Orf the Other hand it is correctly
stated that it flows through the mountains as
well as through the plains.® OF the Indian sea
Ktésias had learned that Mt is larger than the
Grrecian, but it must be considered as an invention
that to the depth of four finger breadths, the sur-
face 18 80 hot that fish on that account do not
- mpproach i, but live in the > deep below.

It. must also be ascribed to fiction thaf in India
the sun appears ten times larger than in other
countries, and that the heat there is so powerful
that it suffocates nmiany persons ; that there are
neither storms nor rain in India, but that the

5 Frag. 1. ® Frag.i, 1,2,
? Lessen, Ind. Alt, vol, 1L, p. 563.
* Frag. mﬂnd i, I. ? Frag.1. 6.

¥
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country is watered by the river; there are on the
other hand violent hurricanes which carry away
everything that stands in their course.’®* The.
last remark may be considered as correct, bub
the: assertion that India has no rain is on the
eontrary false, for 1t 18 known o possess regular
rainy seasons, whereby the soil is watered. The
Indus region is inundated by the river only in the
Deltaand, te a slicht extent, in the upper country,
while in the north under the mountains it has
heavy raing, and lower down s not unvisited by
shight showers. On the other hand, it is correctly
" remarked that in most parts ef India the.sun
" at his rising brings coolness, while during the rest
- of the day he canses vehement heat.®®

‘His statements about the precious stones hﬂva' |
already been eclucidated.’® Concerning the iron
taken from the bottom of a well, of whiCh iron
swords were mmnuf&cturédqpﬂsse“smg the pmperfsy .
of turning off hail, clouds aand hﬂ*htnmg, 1 have
already remarked that they were probably ]1g!11;n111 g
conductors. As to thémethod of obtaining itthere
is no information, but there is somehow gold was
obtained.'® Every year a spring filled itself ith
fluid gold which was drawn from,it in one hundred
earthen pitchers. It wds necessary thas they
should be of clay, becanse the gold afterwards
congealed, and the pitchers had to be broken
in order to get it out. The spring was quadran-
gular, eleven ells in circamference, and about two
yards deep. Each pitcher contained one talent of
gold. The sense of this pagsage can only be that

10 Hrapg, i, 2, 5, 8. 1n Fmg i, 8
12 Prag. 1, b and 2, ¥ Frag. 5. 4.

™~
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L
auriferons ores were melted, and that the gold

obtained from them was drawn out in a fluid state.
That there was a spring, must be a misapprehen-
gion, and we must imagine instead that there was
a cistern prepared to receive the gold. As a
pitcher need not be very large to confain one
talent (which is only somewhat more than fifty-
thtee pounds) of gold, this particular may be con-
sidered ag correct, but no stress need k3 placed
on the statement that this operation was repeated
every year. If this supposition is right, it follows
 that the®Indians knew how to extract gold from
the ore by melting.

Of the gold,it is said also, that it 1s not obtained
from rivers by washing, (which, however, is a mis: -
 take), but that is was met with on mountaing that
stretchéd far away, and was therq guarded by
griffins. % This, ds has already been remarked, is
the ﬁctiﬁn whichghad rebehed the ears of Ktésias,
whereas” B.cﬂnrdmg to the account given by others
it was dug out of the ground by the anfs. Of
gilver-mines, it 18 sald tha$ there are ma,ny of
them, although not as deep as those in Bakitriana.
Thiss agrees with the reality, because in India

" silver mines seemyto oceur only in Udayapdra -

3in Ajmir: on the other hand Badakshan, in the

upper Oxus valley, is rich ih silver.’* His report

- would accordingly refer to a more eastern country

than the Indus region. .

| Ontheseal-ring, Pantarba, which is said to have
had the property when thrown into the water of

- attracting other seal-rings and precious stones, so

.16 Prag.i. 12, |
- ¥ Yuile’s Marco Polo, vol. 1, p. 186 ; Cathay, p. 695.

]
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that they became connected with each other, the
remark may suffice that an altogether satisfactory
solution of this story does not seem to have beer
found.* It must also be left undecided what we
are to understand by the elekiron (amber) which
during thirty days of the year exuded like sweat
from the trees on the mountains into the I'i‘f’__EI‘
‘Hyparkhos, and which turned hard in its
waters.? Qf this much only can we ke certain,
that it was a gum exuding from trees, of which
there are several kinds in India, especially towards
the east—the likeliest quarter wherein to seek for
this river. - .

The mention of this tree leads us to the reports
concerning Indian plants, and the products of the
vegetable kingdom. The trees producing the oil
called Karpisn have been already treated of 1®
Of the Indian palms it is said that the® fraits,
which are called nuts, #ré threer times as large as
the Babylomian.'® - It is evident that it was some
other than ther date-palm, and was no doubt the
cocoa-palm, which had a nut of the size indicated.

Of the Indian reed Ktésias has reported that it
grows in the mountain regions on the Indu®and
18 80 thick fhat two men with omtstretched hands
cannot span 16 round, and that it is as high as the
mast of a large ship.® This report agrees with
that of Herodotus, only that it gives a more exact
description, which may be considered as true, since
the bamboo can grow to the height of sixty feet,

1% Frag, ii. and note.

7 Frag. 1. 15, and note.

18 Tassen, Ind. Al vol, II, p, 564, -
¥ Frag. i, 13, and xv.

*® ¥rag. 1, 6, and vii,
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and may be two feet in diameter. Ktésias was
the first who brought to notice that there are male
gnd female reeds; that the latter only had a pith,
and the former none; and that theé former were
more strong and compact, and the latter broader.
e mentions also the fact that small boats were
made of them, which could hold not more than three
méh, provided, as is prgbable, this statement really
does belong to him. ‘ ~

The expression, garments produced zﬁ, irees, can
only mean cotton garments.*? Ktégias has without
doubt stfed that the Indians from preference use
oill of, segame, and it can only be the fault of the
author of the extract if the nse of this oil, together
with that of the o1l expressed from nuts, is ascribed
to-the pygmies.”® His other statements with re-
gard to the obtaining of oils are evidemtly fictions.*
Amongahese products of the exuberant fancy of the
- Indians, there maghere ® dppropriately mentioned
‘the story that thoseliving near the Indus obtained a
kind of oil from the wormgliving in that river, said
to havepossessedthe property of settingeverything
on fire. Somec have supposed from this that the
ancisnt Indians were acquainted with fire-arms,?
© buthereport mugt on the contrary be nsed to show
_that poetical ideas pecnliar to.the Indians had
- already in the time of Ktésihs become known to the
Persians. There can scarcely bea doubt that the

“report of Ktésias now in questlon is the corruption
of the ancient Indian idea that the possession of

% Plin. Hist. Nat. XVII 3.

2 T'rag. i, 22, and xxiv.

43 Fra,g' 1, 11,

3% Frag. 1, 11, and zxvi, &e.

. ¥ P, von ﬁﬂhlen Altes Indien, vo] I, p. 64.
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supernatural arms, which they might at times
entrust to mortals, was one of the special preroga-
tives of the gods.?® The worship of snakes was
particularly current in the north-western frontier
countries,” to which the report of Ktésias regard-
1ng the oil specially relates. Tt will accordingly
be a fire-weapon lent to man by one of the serpent-
gods then worshipped, but which was represented
to Ktésias gs one that really existed. ¢

For the sake of continuity of subject, I have
anticipated what is to be remarked about the reports
of Ktésias concerning: Indian animals™ Of the
products of the vegetable kingdom he had amen-
tioned a very aweet wine,”® by .which expression
probably must be understood only an 1ntumc&t1ng
liquor prepared from sugarand palm-juice, since we
know that geapes do not grow in India. Lastly,
according to our author, there existed alko a tree
Parébos, or Parybos, whecli was found ouly in the
gardens of the king, the ;root whereof attracted
everything to -itself, snch as metals, and birds
algo, and sheep; birds for the most part being
caught by it. The root served also ag & medicine
against bowel disorders*® With this concention
may be suitably compared that of, divining-rods, by
the aid whereof metals were sought to be discover-
ed. What Iudian free is meant is not certain.

‘Whoever is aware of the great vegetable riches
of India cannot fail to remark that the reports of
Ktésias concerning them are extremely scanty.

** Lasgen, Ind. 4. vol. I, p. 674, n. 1,

¥ Lassen, vol. 1T, p. 468, )
*® Frag. i, 29.

3 Frag. i, 18, and xix.
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Possibly the reason for this defect may be parfly
 that the regions best known to the Persians, and

‘gonsequently to him, are less rich in vegetable
products than those of inner India, but the prin-
cipal reason is to be sought in the mnegligence
. and mcompléteness of the whole extract, wherein
the various subjects.follow each other without a
prbper connexion, as well ag in the circumstance
that quafations from “his book are })y acmdent
prefty copious on some auh]ecta and not on others.
- Thus the, extracts are meagre which describe
ordinary?things, whereas about the extraordinary,
much, richer extracts have come down to us.
Accordingly we canuot absolve the classic writers
who have preserved for us passages from the
work of Ktésias from the reproach of having
gelected precigely those that relate what is extra-
_ordinar® and wonderfal.

This reproach sttacheksalso to hIE statements
abont Indian animals—some of those most valued
and praised by the Indiang, as cows and lions, are
'not even mentioned in the sextracts, but on the
contrary those only that are extraordinary and
fictimous. It can scarcely be denied that Ktésias
‘treated of the forpger. About other animals he had
. been misinformed, ‘The knowledge of the Indian
anmmal kingdom which wastommunicated by him
to hig countrymen is doubly significant for the
history of zoology. Firstly, it is certain that
Aristotle, the founder of this science, had made use
of hig reports about Indian animals, and his book
therefore contributed, though but slightly, to the
materials whereon that emirent genius founded
his observations. Secondly, through him several

10
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Indian animals first became known to the Greeks,
and he has therefore co-operated so far to pro-
pagate zoological knowledge among his country-
men. To represent this addition to seience is the
business of zoology ; for a history of Greek know-
ledge about India it is snffictent to enumerate the
animals which he has mentioned—an exception
being allowable only when an animal through séme
real 0rf imaginary pec:uhant}* appears pre-eminert
' over others, or when the form of the representa-
tion is characteristic of the way the author views
things, 3 -
Concerning the animal most remarkable to
foreigners on account of its size, docility and
mauliifarious uees, the elephant I mean, he had been
misled by the Persians into making the exaggerat-
ed statemeng, that in war the king of the Indians
was preceded by one hundred thousandfef them, -
whilst three thousand- ¢f the strongest and most
valiant followed him.® If ean just as” little be
true that. thesq animals were used to demolish the

walls of hostile tD‘EﬁHE On the. other hand, he. - |

truthfully reports what he had seen with hiz own
eyes, that in Babylon, elephants pulled up salm-
trees, roots and all. He is the first Greek who
mentioned the peculiarity of the female elephants
that when they were In heat a strongly smelling
fluid 1ssued out from an orifice in their temples,®
Of the parrots he remarked with charming sim-
plicity that they spoke Indian, but also spoke
Greek if they had been taught to do so. The

30 Frng i, 3, iv, and v, -
M Frag. i, 3, and v,
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| 3
Indian name of the jackal he was the first to com.
municate to the Greeks under the form, Krokotfos,
and it follows from what he says, ag well as from
the fables current about this animal, that the
Aithiopian kind cannot be meant.3* The qualities
attributed to it, such as that it imitates the
human voice, has the strength of the lion, and the
awiftness of the horse, ghow that the jackal already
&t that téme played a prominent par) in animal
fables, and that such were generally current in
India, if there were any need of such an argument.

Of theMour yet remainind; animals, two must be
consideregd as real, though it is not easy to identify
them. The ether two have on the contrary been
“mvented but not by the Indians themselves. The
wild ags was specially distinguished by his horn,
because, of the horns cups were manufactured
which {rotected those who drank out of them
from certain kinda of dis®ases and from poison.®?
He was further distinguished from solid-hoofed
animals by the gall on his liver and» by his ankle-
bone. The first mark suits #he rhinoceros, as it
possesses a large gall bladder, but not the second,
- becamee all quadrupeds have ankle-bones. This,
howover, may only be an error of the author,
though one that is surprising since he was a
physician and had himself g€en such ankle-bones.
According to him, they ware red, which is likewise
false. The great strength attributed to the animal
points to the rhinoceros, but not the great swift-
ness. At the same time the name, kariuzonon, does

¥ Behwanbeck, Megasth. Ind. p. 3. The Greek is a form
of kolthbraka from kroshfuka, a jacksl,
33 PFrag. i,_;‘%ﬁ, 26, and xxv.
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.
 not fornish us with any certain means of identi-
fication, The explanation of this word from new
Perzian 1s no} tenable—we might rather think
that Ktésias had altered the Indian name of the
rhinoceros, Kadga (which can be easgily changed to
Kharga) to Karta, in order to assimilate the sound
to that of Greek words whnae 51gn1ﬁca.tmns are
very Smbahle to the anima

By pieciug theso remarks together ~it would
appear most probable that by the wild asais to
be understood the rhinoceros, becanse there is
no other Indian aninfal whieh the dfseription
suits better. If Ktésiag attributes to it & red head
and a white body, whilst its colour s really grey-
brown, heé had perhaps been so informed. With
reference to this so-called Indian 1unicorn, and
also to the ¢wo fabulons amimals, the griffin and
the martikhorag, I have already remar¥ed that
it 1s incorrect either ¢ recognize them in the
wonderful animals of Pereepolis, or to ‘attribute
to theyn a Baktro-Indian origin. In opposing this
view,1 have shown tiat the simlarity of the seulp-
tured animals to those described by Ktésias is only
general—that in both cases the animals hav@®been
composed from parbs of such asswere real, and fur-
ther that an ethico-religions symbolism through
miraculous animals was unknown to the Indians.
The conjecture there throwr out that the old
Persian miraculous animals are of Babylonic-
Assyrian origin, have been confirmed by the recent
discoveries at Nineveh.

About the bird, Dikaires, which wag not larger

— ]

* xapra strong, and {Gov ﬂ.nimEI.
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than the egg of a partridge, the dung of which
was dugup,and first produced sleep and afterwards
death,® 1 can say nothing more satisfactory than
others. That it is not fictitious appears from the
fact that the King of India had sent some of 1t to
the King of Pergia, who preserved it ag something
vgry precious, because it was a remedy against in-
curable diseases. Thet opinm, a3 has been sug-
gested, Cannot be meant by it, is aertain, since
the cultivation of that drog was introdneed much
later m}u India. It wuuld be futile to try to
explain the name: because it is explained by the

word jus, and has been altered to assimilate its
gound to thad of a Greek word.

H the griffins have been indicated as Indian
animals,? there is no confirmation of thig discover-
able in the Indian writings—and So the griffins
. must be classed along mth the Issedoniang,® the
Arimaspians, a™ othef fictions of the more
northern peoples, wiich had found admission
also among the Persiams, wherée they suarvived
till later. Just as foreign®to the Indians is the
Mariikhoras, whose name is correctly explained . as
the man-eater,® but iu old Tranian, because Martija-
gdra has this meaning, but the second part is
foreign to the Indian langnage. If Ktésias has
reported that he had seen such an animal with the
Persizn King to whom it had been presented by
the Indian king, he cannot in this instance be
acquitted of mendacity.

35 Frag. i, 17, and xvin ; the name is also wntt-enﬂtkerﬂs
38 Fra,g 1, 12, and xiv,

87 La.ssen, Tnd. Alt. , vol. II, p. 609,

% Frag.} 7, and vili—xi ; Herndnt 111, 116 ; 1V, 13, 7.
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Since he has specified a pretty large number of
Indian animals without exhausting the list, and
has also described some of them minutely, if we-
may judge from the details which have been pre-
served, we may conclude that he had alse treated -
at large of the manners and customs of  the
Indians. From this portion of the work which,
had it been preserved, would have interested us
most of all, we cannot expect to have learmed any-
thing about ?huse_ subjects which we do not already
know, but light would have been thrown upon
the communications which had at that tim? reach-
ed the Persians from India, and upon. the
nature of the ideas they had conceived regarding
the inhabitants of India. But unfortunstely we °
possess only very scanty extracts on such topics,
while, on the pther hand, there are tolerably com-
plete repetitions of his reports of fabulous feoples.

Of the Indians he cozractly asserted-that they
had their black colour not from the sun, but from
nature.’” As a.proof hg adduced the fact that he
had with his own eges seen white Indians, viz.
two women and five men. He mentioned - their
great justice, their laws and customs, theirdove
for their sovereigns, and their scorn of death.
Nothing shows so plainly how little the way in
which the extracts have been made is to be relied
on, as the omission of these very subjects, with the
exception of four of the less important usages.
The first is that the Indians went on pilgrimagse to
2 holy place distant; fifteen days from the Sard

mountaing, situatedin an uninhabited region where

3% Prag. i, 9.
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‘they worshipped the sun and the moon. During -
the festival the sun is said to have afforded them
~coolness for thirty-five days, so that they might
be able to perform all the rites and return to their
homes unscorched by his heat. There can be no
doubi as to where this place lay. If was among
the Vindh yas, one of whose off-shoots are the .
Bardian mountains. It 13 seli-evident that
this cam only have been an mulataad worship of
the two luminaries,* probably by a barbaroustribe,
to which also the legend of the cooling down of
the tengperature may have belonged.

The second customn mentioned is connected
with the idea formed by Ktésias of the bodily
constitution of the Indians. They attained an
ege of 130 or 140 years, and the oldest of 200.
None of them suffered from headachs, eye diseases,
toothache, sore mouths, or putrid ulcers. In
India there was a quadmugular well, enclosed by
rocks, Wherein the Ipdians of high rank bathed
slong with their wives and childrgn. It had the
property of throwing out $#gain upon the bank
- not only the bathers, but everything else, except
goldy silver, iron and copper. 1t 1s called in
India balladé, whigh meant useful. This word i§
really Indian,for in Sanskrit baleda meanssirength-
-giving. From this report We learn the unimpor-
tant fact that the Indians had discovered the
healing power of mineral wells.

-Another well had the peculiarity that the water
drawn from it congealed to the thickness of
cheese,*? If three obols weight of this was tri-

“ Frag. i. 8. “ ¥rag. i, 14.
L]
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turated to apowder andbeing put in watér wasgiven
as a dose to an inculpated person, he éonfessed all
his transgressions. The king used this as a means
to bring the accused to a confession. Those found
guiity under the ordeal were condemned to die
of starvation, and the innoccent were dismissed.
'This particular is remarkable, because the Chinese
pilgrim, Fah-hian, relates something similar ve- .
garding Ud y ina, a country west of the Indus
and to the north of Peshawar. Ie says 1t was the
custom there, if a doubt existed abouat the guilt of
an accused person, to ¥z3move the doubt %y admi-
nistering to him a medicinal drink; those guilty
of a capital offence were banished. Pliny had much
earlier reported something similar of an Indian
plant.* Guilty persons who had swallowed pills
prepared froxn its roots and administered in wine,
were during the night tormented by visions, and
confessed all thelr transgressiops, Although the
origin of the drink mentiongd by Ktésias niaybe in-
correct, there can be no doubt but tbat it was used
for judicial purposes,ss it is confirmed by the other
two witnesses. Of such oraeals, called divya and
pariksha, severalare adduced in the codes of Jaw.4°
"Among these, powson also occurg. 1If the accused,
after swatlowing the dose, felt no hurtful effects
ensuing, he was declared innocent, so that the report
of Ktésias is justified by the Indians themgelves.**
This, however, cannot be said of the fourth cus-
tom mentionedin the fragments of the work ; that in

2 Hest. Nat, xxiv, 102,
*3 Manq, Dharmas. V11, 114-116; Yéjn. Dharmad. 1T, 95&'

#t See Btenzler, Zeﬂschﬂft d. D, Morg. Ges. vol, IX, p.
661, |

|
-,
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hunting hares and foxes, the Indians did not use
dogs, but eagles, crows, and vultures, which they
“trained for that purpose.®* For this practice the
Indian writings afford no confirmation, though it
by no means follows that the report 18 untrue. It
18 only doubtful whether cagles can be s tamed.
1t would be important to know whether from an
oversight on the pamé of Aelian, who alone hag
preserved this report, vultures hawe not been
substituted for falcons ; in,that case this custom
would be one which the Indians had in common
with th® Thrakians and the ancient Germans,

Wxth yegard to the Aryan Indians we learn
nothing from the extracts from the work of
Ktésias, but the fact already noticed, that they
were white. He wnvariably speaks of but one king
of India*®; but from this we must ™ot concluds
that at That time Western India formed a single
state. It would wather®appear thot Ktdsias did
ot care to treat of themseparate kingdoms.

The fabulous peoples are dividedinto twouclasses,
one purely fictitious, and th® other embracing the
aboriginal tribes that have obtained their name
from®some one peculiarity, and in one particular

-~ instance this name is Greek. Of the first class

Skylax had already mentioned several. There
is but this one fact with reference to these tribes
which is significant, that since the fictions regard-
ing them had been propagated to foreign nations
80 early as the time of Skylax, they must have
been still earlier widely current among the
- Indians. It will therefore be sufficient, if, without

L N —

** Frag. maii. - ® Frag. i, 14, 28, 31, &e.
11

e—_
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treating of them specially, I content myself wmith
merely establishing their claim to be of Indian
origin.Y When Ktésias, following no doubt the
- precedent of the Persians, reported of one of these
tribes that it was a very brave nation, and that five
thousand men of them followed the king of the
Indians as archers and lancers, so far from seeing
in thig gircumstance a reason to consider them a
real nabion,.as in the great epic the dne-footed
men brought gifts to a king, we shall only find a

7 The "EvorikTovTes—th®once-bearing-seeTalzes, Chil.
vii. 636, Frag. i. and xxx, are celled in Sanskrib Kkagarbhe,
and inhabit the eight varshas or divisions of the~ter=estnal
-heavens : Bhig. Purdna v, 17, 12. According to an earlier
‘opision the varshas were parts of the world. Whether
Ktésias also mentioned the one-eyed Ekalochana, who -
appear in the great epie, is doubtfull Conf, Tzetzes, Chsl.
ibid. and Mahgh. 111, 297, v, 16137, But both do mention
the Indian Karnaprdvarona, or those who used their ears
as a covering, and who dwelt in the southern refion. By

Skylax they are called QTadgvot, i.e. having shovel-sized
ears, Tzetzes, Chil. v, 631, 638. Kfesias (frag.-i, 31) does
not seem to have known their mime, but he says they had
eight fingers on ,each hand, and eight toes on each foot, a
feature”wanting in the Indian accounts, but which 18 cer-
tainly an Indian idea, ®Mcgasthenes had translated the
Indian name by Evwroxoiras, t.e. such as slept in their

ears: (see Ind. Ant. vol. VI, pp. 133-4). The Zkigmrodes
are mentioned by Skylax, Hekataios, and Ktesias,—by the
gecond as in Kthiopia, with the fpequent attributiom of
Indian fictions to Ethiopia: Tzetzes, Chil. vii, 629 f.;
Philostrat. Vit. Appolon. vi, 14; Ktés, frag. zxw, or
Miiller, Ctes. Frag. 89, p.106. They have not yet been
identified in Indian writings: their name must have been
Chhdytpdda, Possibly they were considered to have feet
large enongh to overshadow them. The predecessors of
Ktésias had not mentioned the one-footed race called Eka-
oida, who were able neverthelesa to run fast—frag. xxx.
The passage relating to them in the Mahdbhdrats, accord-
ing to which they lived in the north, is cited by Lassen,
Ind. Alt, vol.1, p. 1026n., and that from the Rimdyons
in the Zeitschrift f. d. k. 4. Morg. vol. II. p. 4. Fliny
(Hist. Nat. VII, 2.) incorrectly considers them to bave been

€ the same as the Sciapodes. y
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new proof of the wide dissemination of such fie-
tions at that early period. -
~ It will be suitable here to mentiap that Ktésias
was the first Greek who had received mtelligence
of the holy country of the Uttara Kuru,
although considering the incomplete state in which
his work lies before us, this can only be shown by
the help of the nativa writings. He had, to wit,
stated thit there existed a fountain cglled Silas,
in whose waters even the Lhightest substances
that were thrown in sank to the bottom. Now,
this is tRe river Si14 of Sailods which one
mustscrogs before he can reach that country. It
was believed that nothing would float or swim in
1ts waters. because by contact with them every-
thing was transmuted into stone. It was only
possible to effect a passage by nans of the
Kich a k a~reed which grew there. The Gresk
representation offers it¥Af as an inversion of the
Indian fiction; if anything that came into con-
tact with the water wase changed into stone, it
must have become as heavy s stone and sunk to
the bottom. The Greeksaccordingly supposed that
the Tightness of the water was the cause of its
being innavigablems |

In the extant excerpts there is no mention of the
Hyperboreans, who, as we shall afterwards show,
answer to the Indian Uttars kuru. Accord-
ing to Megasthenes, they lived one thonsand years,
but according to the Indian view ons thounsand

* Frag. xzviii. Megasthends also mentions a river Silag
flowing from & source of the same name through the country
of the Sileoi, and so light that everything sank in it. The

Bilé is mentioned also in the Mahdbh. YL, 8, v. 219, but
- marth nf Maun
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and even ten thausaud years.*? Aecordingly it isnot

at all impossible but that Ktésias has mentioned

them under the name of Makrobioi, who lived-
four hundred years. These are attributed also to

Ethiopia by Herodotus® and other writers of later

date, but are probably of Indian origin.

The accounts given of the real tribes desergé
more consideration, becauge from them several
particulars appear which shed over the aliorigines
and their contact with the Arian Indians a light
all the more unexpected, as it has been the common
practice to deny all value to the stalements

- advanced by Xtésias in this connection. o o -

.

Among the real tribes was one that was black,
and dwelt above the river H yparkhes, probably

the Ganges.® They spent their days in idleness,
ate no corn, Hut lived only on the milk of kine,
goats and sheep which they maintained ih greas
numbers. This notice is°fateresding, in sp far as
1t showsthat on the upper Ganges, or more correct-
ly in the Himslaya, there still existed in those
days black aborigines,Qs the great Epos also knows
them there. It must be considered as an exag-
geration that they drank no water, and that thfngh
not agriculturists, they sub#sted also wvpon
fruits. The fallest reparts are those relating to
the Kynamolgoior Kynokephaloi, the
dog-headed,* who must on account of this' pecu-
harity being attributed to them have particularly

*# Frag. xxx; Pliny, H. N. VII, 2, has confounded the
Paundore with the Mandi of Kleitatrkhos and Ktésias, See
Schwanbeck’s Megasth. Ind. p. 71; Ind. Alter. vol. I,
p. 797. ' .

8 Herodot. 111, 17. . $* Frag. 1, 24.
“¥ Frag. i, 20, 22, 23, and xxi, xx1i, 3¥Il. ¢
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. attracted the attention of the claasical anthors,
They were widely propagated, because they dwelt
mear the sources of the Hyparkhes, as well as in
Southern India; their number is stated to ‘have
amounted to one hundred and twenty thousand.
They were black, and the teeth, tails and voices of
dogs, as well as their heads, are attributed to them.
They understood, however, the langunagae of the
Indians.® The reason for their nage and their
fictitious properties is evident from the circam-
stance that they kept big dogs for hunting wild
oxen angl other wild animals. If the use of dog-
milkes abtributed to them, this may have also been
merely an in%ention, beeause it is said elsewhere
that they uscd also the milk of goats and of sheep.,
The: other things related of them show that they
were & Jeal nation, a tribe of the blagk aborigines.

They were acquainted with but few of the tech-
nical aris, had ™ housas or beds, but dwelt in
caves and slept on cduches of straw, leaves, or
grass. They knew how t® tan hidks, and the men
ag well as the women wore very fine garments
manufactured from them. The richest only pos-
gessed linen. They kept a multitude of asses,
goats and sheep, Md, the greatest number of the
latter constituted their gealth. Besides milk
they used also as food the fruit of the Siptakhora
tree, which they dried and packed up in plaited
baskets and exported to the other Indians. They

. were very fast runmers, good hunters, archers
and hurlers of the javelin. They lived especially
on the produce of the chase. The flesh of the
animal® which they killed, they roasted in the

“sun. Profected by their inaccessible mountains, «
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they were not attacked in war by their neigh-
bours; they are represented as just men and
harmless., They are said to have reached the age
‘of one hundred and seventy years, and some even
of two hundred. They carried on trade with the
civilized Indians in their neighbourhood, and stogd
in a free relationship with the Indian king. To
him they brought annually £wo hundred and sixty
talents of dried fruits of the Siptakhora tree on
rafts, and as many talents of a red dye-stuff and -
one thousand of elektron or the gum exuding from
the Siptakhora tree. To the Indians. tfiey sold
these wares, and obtained from them in exckange
bread, oatmeal, cotton-clothes, bows and lances,
which they required in hunting and killing wild
animals. Every fifth year the king presented
them with tlfree hundred bows, three thousand
lances, one hundred and twenty thousand small
shields, and fifty thousa® swords. _

This description throwssa clear light npon the
position held by the Ipdian aborigines towards
the kings of the Aryan Indians, on their mutual
relations, on the intereourse of the civilized
Indians with their barbarous countrymen, an the
civilizing influence which they esarcised uponthem.
Secured from subjugation in their inaccessible
mountains, the latter must nevertheless have been
glad to live in peace with the neighbouring kings,
and to propitiate them by presents, and the former
to make them feel the superiority of their power.
On account of the need for the means of subsist-
ence, and for the means for pursuing their occu-
pations, which they .procured from their civilized

~ neighbours, theaborigines were obliged tg accustom
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themeelves to have intercourse with them, and to
afford them also an opportunity, and to open &
~door for the admission of their dogtrines and laws
among them.

The Indian name of this people Sunamukha,
dog-faced, has been discovered in & MS. which has
1121: yet been published.®® This tribe, according to

it*dwelt on the Indus, The Kakvgrproe considered
by Ktéslas to be synonymous with it cannot be
satisfactorily explained from the Sanskrit; but
it may have reached us n & corrupted form, - To
‘deny ti&t the Aryan Indfhns may have given to a
natian wghich they despised a name taken from the
dog would be unreasonable, becanse the dog was
s despised animal, and the name Svapaka or
Svapaka, ©. ¢., feeder of dogs, designates one
of the lowest castes. Nor is theme anything to
object to the view that one of the aboriginal tribes
was specially addigted t@#he rearing of dogs, which

were necded for huniéing, seeing that the wild
dog is widely propagated throughout India and
ocenrs in the Deccan, and probably also in Nepaul
as well as in the south and in the north, where the
Kyhamolgoi dwels This tribe also has been
transferred to Et.hiﬂPia. and Libya.”

" The third of these tribes arethe Pygmies,
whose name is Greek, and means ‘a fist long’
They are mentioned by Homer, and &3 fighting

53 Wilford, As. Res. vol. V1II, p. 331, from the Prab R

sakhoanda, , :
s+ Vons Kennedy explained this by Ké&lavastra, clothed in

black, put the meaning does not smit.
55 Herodot. IV, 191, and Agatharkbides, p. 44, ed. Hud-
gon, who h&ﬂ drawn his account from Ktémas.
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with the cranes,? It hence appears that the name
has been transferred to an Indian people.  The
Indian Pygmies are described as very small, the
tallest of them Bemg two ells in height, but most of
them only one and a huf. They dwelt in the in-
terior of India, were black and deformed, had =nub
noses, long hair and extraor dinarily large beards.
They were excellent archers, and three thousand of
them were 111 the retinue of the king, Their
sheep, oxen, asses and mules were unusually small.
They hunted hares and foxes, not with dogs, but
with eagles, ravens, crows and vultures/like the
Indians, followed the Indian laws, and : were Just.
They agreed further with the Indisns in’ usin g
" both gesame oil and nut oil, as already mentioned. .
This is all that is stated regarding them in the
fragments of Ktésias. To determine what Indian
peoplc 15 meant by tlis name, it must fufther be
mentioned that Megasthomés agcribes the battle.
with the eranes to the T ri splthamoi, 7. €. men -
three spans long,*” a name by which he could only
designate the P} gmles.,-\a,nd which he had probably
selected because it was an old word. Ktésias may
therefore be considered as one of those writersrwho
mentioned the battle ofwhe Iudlgn Pygmies with
the cranes. Nowthe Indians ascribe to the Ga r u-
“d a, the bird of Vishnn,’enmity towards the people
of the Kirata, which for this reason is called
Kirdtdsin, i e. the devourers of the Kirédta,
and the name of this people has also the meaning
of & dwarf. It hence appears that the Kirdtas
were small men in comparison with the Arian

% Iijad, 111, 3. ;
- ¥ Ind: Ant. vol. VI, p. 183, note ¥, and p. 135,
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‘Indians, and may consequently have been easily
confounded with the Pygmiocs. The form of the bird
of Vishnu, as described by the poets, docs not
exactly correspond with a real bird; in the pic-
tures the form of a bird almost entirely yields to
that of a man. There is nevertheless some simi-
larity to an eagle and to a vulture as well as to a.

» . : : o
crane. If in mythology a simple bird of thig-
kind usually only occurs, it is to be rgmarked that
1t passes ab thesame time for the father and king of
the divine birds, and thero is nothing to hinder us
from bel®ving that, accor®ing to the ideas of the
people a Rattle of this bird with the Kir 4t a was
thought to have occurred. If the rewnark that
they lived in the interior of India does not agree
with their actual position, which is assigned to the
east of Bencra.-l, in the Himilaya, a,n'ﬂ further to
~ the north, it must be understood that foreigners
had attriputed a svider $xtension to the name so
that 1t designated even s people in Orissa.” Irom
this further application ofethe namss severgl char-
- acteristics attributed to tMe Pygmies explain
themselves, which partly suit the true Kirdtas,
who I'ke tlie Bhuta people are beardless, but on the
other Liand wear lewg hair, Among them occur
- also the Hlat noses,®® hut not, the bla,ck complexion
by which the G on d a and other Vindhya tribes
are on the contrary distingnished, so that here
also & commingling of characteristics must be
assumed. Both these people, however, are distin-
guished by -their shortness of stature. If the

s Perapl. Mar, ¢, 62; Ind. Ant. vol. VIII, p. 150.

a0 Wﬂfmd U. 8., mentions the chipitanasika, ‘snub-

- 12
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smallness of the Pygmies has been ascribed to

their cattle also, it must simply be considered as
an enlargement to the account made by foreignerss |
As we have seen above that the Arian kings
kept female Kirata slaves and hunters, while the

Pyzmies are described as very brave and hunters
 of wild animals, and even in later times, the pEt}Ele
of that racc appear in the rayal retinne, the Greek
report is confirmed in this point also, while it must
further be correct 1n stating that, though not all,
vet at Jeast one tribe ﬂftlm people- had adopted
the laws of the Arian Ifdians. T

The Pygmies with their batile against the
- cranes have also been transferred to Echiopia®® from
their driginal home in India. Whether the legend
concerning them had already reached the Greeks
at the tiine When the pocms of Homer were com-
posed, may be left undecided. -

The preceding examiffition of the narrative of
Ktésias(which has reached posterity in so abridged
and incomplete o form;-and the author whereof
had been accusced b his own countrymen of
mendacity) abundantly shows that Ktésias hag in
most cases only repeated -staternents as he fleard -
them from the mouths of the Persians, who theni-
selves had received them from Indians who
sojoarned in their country, and so we have the
reports, not directly from the Indians themsclves,
but from the Persians. From this circumstance,

1t ig evident why the names, ag far as they have
been explained, are, with a single cxception,
Persian, and why some names attributed to
the Indians are forcign. If we consider the cir-

® Hekat. Frag. 266, Miller’s ed. p. 18,
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cnits these accounts have made in reaching Greece
from India, we cannot but be surpriced that in
general they still bear the stamp of their Indian
origin.  As has been shown, Ktésias cannot be
absolved from the charge of having in some in-
stances adorned the statements he received and of
having even allowed himself to tell untruths, He
has also transferred Greck notions to Indsan sub-
jects, at least in the matter of thest’ygmies. If
we however consider his ook in its original and
complete form, then we see that he must have
given aﬁtnlemhly’ cumple?a representation of the
prodcts of Western India, and of the customs
and usages df the inhabitants, as well as scveral
notices of ‘the interior of the country. A few
details serve even to clucidate Indiqu affairs, and
there wgre no doubt many such, which have been
lost, because after the Greeks had become more
closely acquaint®l with India in the timc of
Alexander the Great, his work had been neglected
by his countrymen. But“the special sigmificance
of his narrative does not consist in these isolated
elucidations of Indian antiquity, but in the fact
that he had communicated to his countrymen the
~ mass of the knowlddse on Indian matters and the
form which they had assnmgd among the Persians,
and had marked thercby the extent of the know-
ledge gained regarding India before the time of
Alexander, His work may have eontributed to
Increase the desire of the Greeks to investigate
foreign countries, but it exerted no influence on
the development of geographical science, and just
as little on the expedition of Alexander, as has _
already been remarked.
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.APPENDIX,

Ox CERTAIN INDIAN ANIMALS,

From Kosmas Indikoplewstes®® De Mundo, X1.
1. The Bhinoceros.

This animal is called the rhinoceros fmm baving
horsis growing upon its mose. When ‘it walks
about the horns shake, but when it looke enraged
it tightens them, and they becofne firm and
unshaken so that they are able t0' tear up even
trees by the roots, such especially ag stand right
in their way. The eyes are pluced as lowdown as
the jaws. It is altogether 4 most terrible animal,
and 1s especially hc}sblle"t% the ¢lephant. « 1ts feet
and its skin closely resemble those of the elephant.
Iis skin, which is dry aand hard, is four fingers
" thick—and from thit instead of from iron some
make plouglishares wherewith they pluugh their
lands. The Ethiopians 1n their language call the
rhinoceres arow or harist, ~prefixing the rough
breathing to the alphg of the latter word, and
adding ris1 to it, 80 that the word arou 1s the
name of the animal, while harisi is an epithet
which indicates its connexion with ploughing
arising from the configuration of its nose and the
use made of its hide. I have seen a living rhino-
ceros, but I was standing some distance off at

L

o. A monkish traveller of the 7th cengury.
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"the time. I have also seen the skin of ‘one, .
which was stuffed with straw and stood in the
«» king’s palace, and I have thus been enabled to
delincate the animal accurately.® |

2, "The Taurelaphos or Ox-deer.

This is an animal found in India andin Ethio-
ia. Bub those in India are tame and gentle, and
are thore used for <arrying pepper apd other
stuffs packed in bags; these being giung over the
back one on cach side. Their milk is made into
butter. We eat also their flesh, the Christians
killing® them by outtiffg their throat, and the
Greeks by beating them with cndgels. The
Ethiopian 8x-deer, unlike the Indian, are wild and

 untameable. _
3. The Camélopardalis or Graffe.

Thig animal is found only in Eﬁ;hiﬂpia. and is,
like the hog-deer of that country, wild and un-
tameale.  In tH® mya?fjalace, however, they bring
up one or two from the time when they are quite
young, and make them tame that*the sighs of them
may amuse the king. In Ris presence they place
=bef2re them milk or water to drink contained 1in
a pan, but, then, owing to the great length of their
feet, breast, and “egk they cannot. possibly stoop
to the earth and drink unjess by making their two
forelegs straddle. When they make them strad-
die they can of course drink. I have written this
from my own personal knowledge.

4, The Agriobous or Wild Ox.
This is an animal of great size and belongs to

o2 ﬁeferring' to the picture of the apimal in his
bunk. - . -y
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Tndia, ardd from it is g0t what is called the loupha,
wherewith the captains of armies decorate their
horses and their, standards when taking the field.-
They say of it that if its tail be caught by a tree
1t no longer stoops, but remains Btanaing through
its unwillingness to lose even a single hair. On
seeing this the people of the neighhourhood ap-
proach and cut off the iail, and then the creature
flies off when docked entircly of its tail. ~

9. The Moskhes oy Musk-deer.

This is a small anim#l, and is Eﬁlledrin the
native dialect the Kastouri.®® Thoso who hunyy it
plerce it with arrows, and having gonfined the
blood: yhich ‘coliscts ut the navel; they cot the
navel off, that being the part which has the

pleasant fragrgnce known to us under the name
of musk. r

0. The Monokans or q:mimrn. .

This animalis called the: unicorn, but I have
never- set cyes supon it., I have however seen
Jour brazen statues of”f in Ethiopia, where they
were set up in the royal palace—an edifice adorned
with four towers. From these statues I have fans
‘delineated the animal. They sajgof it that it is a
terrible beast and invincible, having its power all
lodged in its horn. When it perceives that its
' pursners are many and that they are on the point
of catching it, it springs down from the top of
‘some precipice, and during the descent through
the air turns itself in such a way that the whole
shock of the fall is sustained by the horn which

-_— - =

%3 This is still its Indian name,
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receives no.damage thereby.® The scripture refers
to this peculiarity, which says : save me from the

“movth of lions and my humility from the horns of
unicorns ; ang again, the one beloved as the son of
unicorns ; and again in the blessings of Balaam
wherewith he blessed Israel, he says twice over:

God led him out of Fgypt even as the glory of the
wnicorn, thus bearing *witness to the strergth and

“boldness and glory of the animal. =

7. fljhe Khuirelapﬁas or Hog-deer,
» ‘and the I uspopotamus.

The hog-deer T have both seen and eaten. The
hippopotamas however I have not seen, but 1
have had in my posscssion teeth of it so large
that they weighed about thirteen pounds. These
teeth I sold here. 1 saw many bofh in Ethiopia
and in Bgypt. - -

| v Ba PipM—DPepper.

This is a picture "of the pepper tree. Each
separate plant clings for 3upport To some 4all tree
which does not yield fruit, being very weak and
slender like the delicate tendrils of the vine. Each
| _elusaar 18 enveloped within a conple of leaves..
It is perfectly grednalike the colour of rue.

- 9 Argellia® or the cocoanut-tree.

There is another tree of this sort called argellia,
that is—the tall nut-trees of India. It differs in
no respect from the date-palm cxcept in being
taller and thicker and having larger Jcaves. It pro.

®* The ibex iz said to fall in such a way that its horns
sustaid the force of the impact.
- %5 The initial n must have dropped out as the word noa

I I T | .
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duces no other fruit than two or three and as many
nuts. The taste is extremely sweet and pleasant,
being like that.of the kernels of green nuts.-
" The nut is at first full of a deliciously sweet water
which the Indians therefore drink instead of wine.
This very sweet beverage is called rhongkhosoupha.
If the fruit is gathered at maturity, then so lung
as it keeps its quality, the water in the course of
time hardens wpon the shell, while the water in the
centre retains its flnidisy.till it finally disappears.
If however it be kept too long without being opened,
the concretion on the shell becomes ranéld and

- unfit for human food. o 7

10 . Bhoké, Pelphis, Rhelénd—The Seﬂl, the
Dolphin and the Tortoise.

When at s we use the seal, dolphin and
tortoise for food should they chance to be calight.®
The dolphin and tortoiseqme kiil by cutting their
throat, but we cut not the thrnat of the seal,
but. despatch him with blows as we do large
fish, The flesh of the. tortoise, like that of the
gheep, i dark-coloured ; that of the dolphin like
the pig’s is dark coloured and rank; that ofethe

seal like the pig's is whibe, but not rank.
.

& According to the reaalpe for making hare-soup—
“ Pirst cateh your hare.”

-

» : '
BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THE EDUCATION SOCIEFY 8 PRESS.
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ADDITIONAL NOTE.

In frag. XT¥I p. 43 it is stated that eagles were
trained by the Indiang to hunt hares and foxes,
and Lassen (p. 81) expresses doubt as to whether
eadles could be o far tamed. Here howbver
Ktésias Must be judged s have written acéording
to fact, for in Upper India eagles dFe trained to
this very day for the purpose mentioned. Sir
Joseph Mayrer informs ue that when the Prince
of Waleg visited Lahore, there were among the
people m:}lleo,tred about Government House some
Afghans with large eagles trained to pull down

deer and hares. They were perched, he adds, on
their ¥rists like hawks.

13
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