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AGASAS,

Agasas, ar as thoy are sometimes called Asagas, are Name wnl
the washerman elass ford all ovor the State.  According memben,
to the last Censns (1901), their population was 90,962,
the sexos, heing mnoarly oqual in numbers. Abounl a
lourth of them aro found in tho Mysore Distriol 3 Shimoya
anc Toamkur contribute vach an eighth of the population,
followed by Bangalore with almost the same number,

, The namo by which the caste is mosi commonly known
is Agnsa (¥18), Asaga (¥80) hoing anothor form of the word,
Madivaln (@39¢) or Viraghata Madivaa (DWW SoRaned) s
tho name which thoy apply to thomselves,  Thoy also oall
themselvos, though less usnally, Mualligo Midever Vakkalu
(PR B wE w) or dovoteos of Mallige Madovi,

Chiakalavandly, Vappin and Dhdbi avo Telugn, Tamil
and 1Tindustani oquivalonts of tho Kanuada namo Agasa,
Tn Sangkrit tho easte is known by the torm Rajaka (0%,

Apya, Appe and Anpe aro tho nsual  ditlos affixed 1o
the namcs; gometimos thoy add the term Sefl as their
name onding and their yajaman or headman has the title

of Gandn.

Tho meaning of tho torm Agasa is obscure.  Mr, Sti.
art, Cengus Superintendont, Madrag, n his Report for 1891,
says that the word is derived from Agasi said {0 moean a
{urban, a moaning which could not be vorified. T'ho torm
Agase seoms (o be o lator fovin of dsage,  Muwdivafe means
a porson who makos cloths wmadi or cleam, Virughayu
Madivale is applied to tho casto on account of thoir sup-
posod doscont from Firabhadra (S0%%)) {he son of Siva,
They ave styled also Mallige Madewt Valhalu, as thoy aro
tho Vakkalu or dovbloos of a goddoess known by that name.
Rajulew moans a dyor of clothes, corresponding to tho
Tamil namo Vappan which moeans the samo thing, .
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Thoey speak hoth  Kunnada and {elugu aecordiug fo
Lhoie placo of restdenee,

The following slovy is given to aecount for the origin
of the caste, On the oecasion of  Dukshe’s  sacevilien,
Virabhadra got his  ¢lothes  blood-stainod  whon killing
Daksha and  his companions, 1o appoared beloro Siva,
ad  thounghtlessly allowed his impure garmoents to come
i contaeh with the great gpd. o was (hon doomed (o
fall o his high state, and condemnoerd by oxpiate Tas sin
by washing tho clothes of Basava and his followers
Kalyan. 'This was tho washerman namoed  Mdchayya who
is deseribed as a follower of Baswva, in the 21st Ghaplor of

the Basava Puriwa,

There is another and & wore childish story  cwrrend
about Chew origin,  Fivo goddesses, Savasvat?, Lokshmi
and Parvati, consorts of the (hvea mambers of  The Prend,
aled Sachi aud Chluiyd, wives ol Indrea and Sdrya, swhon in
their monthly sickitess, foll o difficully 10 gelling  sume
ote to wish their clothes®  Jusl thon they snw nowoian

coming towards them with a boy, awd asked hor to do

(s work, p omising 1o give whatover sho desired as hor
remoration,  ''ho woman toolk the clothes (@ the son in
w hundle and Anding no stone slab Lo wash the elothes on,
cub oft tho head of the Loy, usod his blood as enlouring
matter, oyos  as indigo, the flosh ax fullo?s-onrthy  tho
bivek as o slah, logs ax Tuol and Torourms as froning vods
el Lhe abdomen as the pot. Sho obbined five by peays
ing to Agniy the god of tire, and s cloaning ho clotlos,
sho ook them baek fo the divine ladies,  Thoey weroe
naburally gratified al tho vesulty, bul nob finding e boy
with her, they questioned the woman, who reluelantly
mformed thom ol the uso sho had mado of hiv morfal

brane,  Highly tonehed by the act off doevotion, thoy told.

her o eall hime by nane, and when sho did so, lo ! the
boy stoud smiling  before her. Tho gods of the "Friad,
leised on heaving this,  prowised hor o further hoon,
whiclt she tormudated as knee-deep water (for washing),
antklo-deep food (a8 wagos) and & monopoly of washing
clothes,  The Agasas aro the progeny of this son of tho
oviginal washetwoman,

Py daa
- - ™ Wow WS AR

“‘*_“rilhllill;.{' [-lzil’uh worn during sueh perisd s considored o vory
Jow Wil ol serviee s il when peoplo wishe 1o evhibil Their vontow ik
for i, espoceindly  for washieren, {hey erll thewm wosbors of
palwtrted elothes, |

1
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Basava is gaid to have converled some of the washor.
men livig i Kalyan into Lingayatas, of which porsuasion
thore aro fuund some mon i this casto at preseut,

Tho easlo, as found in the Stuto, has two rain endog-
mnous divisions, based upon tho language they spoak, IKan-
nada Agasas and Telugu Agasas.

Theroe ave also found in snall numbers Malratia and
Hindustani Agasas with thoir namo endings of Singh and
lawn, but: they are immigrants ol quite o recent dale.

"Phoso main divisions neither intermarry nor oat togethor,
and tho Telugu section 18 again dividod into following sub-
divisions®* which are cudogamous. They ave:—Muriki-
ndtl  (FOOFIR),  Puysupundyn  (RRGEY), Asddp  ($RW),
Hdumolly (DRRBYY) and  Padiher o Pavem vonoly (&9
IR eeo®eR ) that 1, thoso of tho gixteon plaras,

1t 18 statod that where marriagos of widows are allowad,
the offspring of sueh uvions form o distinel division with
wlich the othors do no entor into relabions of matrimony ;
but 16 38 likoly"that the distinetion ts oblibovated n ove or
bwo gonerations.

They have no exogamous  divisiohs, Tn wome phices,
the ideutity of the several familios is preserved by thew
allogianco 1o thoe same family god, and the memory ot Lo
rolationship is kept up by the annual or periodical celobration
of wovslup in honour of their titelury deitios,  Sone havo
divisions callod wlter » wellknown ancostor in each fanily
(PRE8), such as Lakkappanan Kalayyana Manotana (2%
S wodound 2dER), Jogi Siddayyana Manelana (8080 RS, 0dx
8 &he®s),  ompen Lingayyann  Manobae (FoB Qond
=883),  But those distinclions, howover, get lusb in - course
of time by the common ancestry boing forgolten or (ho
worship of u new god being takon up.t

"Thoy hive no hypergamous  divisions,

Nrn—r v

% Mhose divisions appear Lo bo tereitovinlin avigin and reqgrive futtho
invostignbion.

t A secliou ol those cavey on thoir profossionsl work atuight whif®
obhors do so in the day fune aceording to thio vastom ol i families.
Bul (his distinelion has no significaneo o their socinl relutions,

A fow peoplo huve reburned the following as their oxogumous divi-

sions, namoly, Magidu Tl (00w o Sl kuda (89,F90) tnd
Haly Lula (E‘o'a&}b"ﬁ"lﬂi) v ound wolew others Kwmbaloru (’ﬁﬁﬂwﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬂ)
Murugallorn (S2530¢w \ R8), Hhfednerds (RARITUY < worn) W
duyeduvary (ReBAGETY) 5 bul thiy matler yoyguives yerilication.s

* , B2

Divisions,
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Whon & ehild 18 born, the mothor is eonfinod to & room
with {ho ¢hild and 19 considered uneloane Tor I, 6 o 8 diys,
alter which thoy aro hathied wied hocomo it 1o go into the
innor house, The pnalicabion 1 done with some covonony |
marviod women seating tho mofhor aml child on a plank
near a small pib made by the side of the house, snonr Gho
mother with twimovie and perform wndi, Phis s callod
Ot Sedslea (pib coremony). ,

Some of the eastemen are enfortained at o dinmer, ol
tho moat elderly member ol the caste prosenl suggests tho
name to be given, Thoe mothor and the child wre sontod
i fronb of a wimoew placed back upwards on o wpo
purificl with cowdung and streaked with (hree lines of rod
onrth, to which pidje is made by burning tneonse amd offors
ing o broken eocoanul, The midwifo applies o libtle hutier
with beje vool in the baby's wmouth, and ealls 1b by dhe name
docided apon,  In sone places, o nuwbor of ehildron nve
invited to a dinnor of dogg®  and aftor makg a0 hearty
menl of ity they ave made to repoad tha o 1o be givon
to the child,  The elnld s first pub info w wwinging  eradle
on the evening of thi, day, mareied wonen invited for the
OCCARION bINYINE SONES,

T

Kovacha women arvo also somotimes consulod helore
tha namo 19 fixed upon,  Bab gonerally, ag in olther cusioy,
tho nomo of the ehild 18 given alter that of oither o decong.
ol ancesbor ov tho family god, I aftor the name is given
tho ohild  should got i1l or aulfor froan other ailmoent, tho
first uamo 18 dioppoed wnd o new namoe givou,

Thore are no nanes peculiar 1o tho easte,  1'ot numos,
suel oy Appajeo (9F%8),  Appayyn  (2%y%8), Appoda
GEA®), Cliduna Papa (8RQe8), Pultasiol (BWR909) &e,,
aro in use.  'Tho following names are.commonly Lound e

Men Waomen
Papa (¥°8) Duggannn (B753,)
Timma (933) [Caviammy (T0@, )
Ohaliga (WR¥N) Munif (#0)
Muniyn (S23000) ‘Tinimi (80,
Lonko (god) Vonkall (Reedd)
Solia (FR8) Rl (©%0)

“Rice numd Droljen, pmlse cooked together weth somespicoy adidedl.
"

P I'ominino namee s in Raosadn and ather Daeoy Lo Fatugnngron ondd
in ¢ genetally, and e oo is waelded ag an honan e st wnd ieans mothor
o1 i eens,
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Namoes of haso objoets are somebimes given, such as
AQ]ELWL!}};}IL (#B=y dosert man), Gudlappa (98 2y, Lo, spade-
maw), Tippu (88, Le, manuve eap), Kallappa (B8R, ie,

gtone man) and Javardya (S8 Je, ood of death),

Adoption is allowed and practised, I'n genoral, Adoption,
brothor’s sony are sclected by preference, but a brother
canuol be takeon in adoplion.»

Polygamy 18 not prolibited bub is ravely practiscd, Maveinge.
Want of issue, bodily defeet or incurablo discaso and wind
ol additional hands for work, are the principal wotives .
bo mduce a man 1o tuke more than one wifo.  Polyandry
18 unlenown.

Both infant and adult marriages ave allowed and pracs
tisod, A girl may ovon remain without, marriage all her
hfe-timo jein such o case, she lives as a member of hoer
fathor’s Lunily,  DBub o woman  without narviage s nol
congtderced fit to take part in cevemonios and whoen she dies,
tho funeral coromonies performed are less lormal thun for
o marricd woman, If an nnmarried girl hecowes pregnant,
the parents are placed under a ban wlieh cun only he re-
movad alter her mavringo in Nadike fornato her paramour,
1§ ho bo of ghe stne ciaste,  Bhould Lie be ol a hagher custo,
bo may cithor join hor caste awd marey her, or the paents
have Lo pay o fine and give o dineer Lo the enste, The fault
i Lhou condoned, audl the issue ig resarded wg being hov
in tho caste, I an unmartied givl joins a0 man of a lower
caslo, she 18 diseurded altogether from her communnly.,

Tho prohibition to marry agvatic relafions (hiown as
helonging to the sunie Fumily) 1s respoctod as Long as ho
rolationship can be traced ; hub us there avo no esogamous
namos i vogue to kegp up the reeolloction of the family,
b is likely tliat the distinetion gofs lost in coufusion 1 the
course of two or three gonorations, i

In marvidges, sddura (mosning uterine) velationship,
that is the volationship of waternal unclo’s ov patornal
aumt’s danghter 18 proferved.  Mareiago  with  an oldep
sistor’s daughtor iy not only allowed, bub 1t is spectally
favoured. Thvo sisters may be mareied cithor by one man
or by uterine brothers, 14he obhor standard which thoy
have in tosting the eligibility ol the match is that the boy
antl tho girl should nol, oither actually or by analogy, be |
rolated to cach Bthor ax parent and c¢hild or brother aud

glsbor, Mavidage with youngor sister’s daughtor ig
: - . - o > -
*'ho coremony obsorved wi the imo of adoption & sinalar Lo Lhnd

obsorvel .by the Kurabus ws deseribed in (o aeconnt vl thud caste,
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prohibibod, A beobher and sigler of & family may marrey
o sister and brothior vespootively of another.  Barmmug
thoso limits, there are no prohibitions for marripo, h;mvfl
oithar on social status, loen] position or difforoncos o velis
pion or oceupation,

To nogotinte the marriage, the fathor of  Lhe hoy woes
to tho house of tho givl’s father nccotmpanied by somo
friends. (Lo tolls him: “Wo bave come to end rice aud gheo
in your houso.” Alter cating together, thoy (allk over the
matter and it is agreod that 1f other comditions (Sulavaff
Feoas¥) are  favourable, tho wateh  should take  plaee,
They call this  Poppu-rilya (w8MY8) or Lambitlu ol agree.
mont,  ‘This is follow od by another prehmmary ceromony
called Vilya-sastya (RYBWR ) coremmry of betol-loaves nnd
nuts), also ut the bride’s place, o wlieh the gast@mon gud
a Jangama  are invited,  Such Dusiness mattors as the
humber oud value of the Jewels {o ho givert to the g,
are then seltled, and i both puities eotie Tg i agreonaml,
a seab called Saneamoesvara’s Unddige (BoB@Rrgas rig®) iy
improvised, and the hell and spoon of the Clindavicdi iy
placed  thereon and piju offored toat, Tho lnnlitﬂa sig iy
their agreoment, by exehango of  ddmbhtle. 'The jiear eloth
brought by the Dridegroom’s futhor iy presentod to the
girl, who puls ou hor gale dross, anrd gitd on it plank i the
assembly of the women,  Shoe is also presonted with one of
tho jewols nareod Lo e given al hor mavriago , nud flowers,
fruit and othor prosenis aro placed in har gammont. Thore
18 a dimnoer served al the ond to all the porsons nssonblud,

1
Marringo propor may take placo aoibhor af Lhio girl’y
K
ar tho boy's house. ™

A day provious to tho maveiago, (he Inddegvoom and
Jiis party aveive af tho bride’s place. They wro mof af,
sotno disbanco from tho village, and wre given jugoory
wabor o queneh their thirst,  Poesipeeri s disteibuiod
Lhen tho party 18 led inbo the villngo nad Jodged in o honse
sob apart for thon.

The oreetion of tho marviage pandal is 1ho noxi
ovont, 1 should have twolve pillavs, that on The norlli.
cast, cosner being hnown ag Lho wilhk post and heing a
branch of Kulli v of g tree,  Tn some plreos, n mdornal
uncle or other similar velabive should %at {lus brnneh,
whito T othors, i v suflicient 10 he {8 0w of the enate,
bormf ol paronls reeularly maeried.  Thois sl doposit e

in gome temple, wud brought theneo alter pigu, atl got up
&
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in ils place. 'Tho pandul has a eanopy of washed clobhos
docoratod with drawings in linie and saffron,

Womon go to tho poller’s house Lo bring Airene (R887),
that 19, pots painted outside with red carth and chonam
in o vartoby of dosigns,  The pollor is presented with a
hawe (4 As. 8 1), rico and othor provisions. The pots aro
brought to the houso and kept in a row on a hed of manuro
sproad {or the purpose in a room,

Thoy then go to a woll and, alter making pdja, bhring
waler [or the marriace in somo vessels, walking in pro-
cossion on washod cloths™ spread along the road by one of
thoir own caste, Thoy have a goneral dinner aftor this in
the marrtage pandal, In  some places (rg., Davangoere)
tho bride and the hridegroom visit in suceosssion, the housoes
of their cagtenien in the place, at which they are besmearod
with turmoeric pasto as a token ol congratulation, and par.
tako of some rvoleoshmenis., The parly go toa tomplo
whevo they make pada to the bhdashinge (narange chaplel),
and bring it homo in state, under a moving cloth ea opy.

OUn tho second day early v the morning, the bade and
the bridegroont hoth get their nails pared b, not by a harber
but by one of their own caste.  Tho odlonsible rouson given
t¢ that a barbor ghould not enfer tho maviage puwdal, but
Lho real roason seoms to be thab burbers decline to do this
survico for thom,  As tib for tat, the Agusas do not hold
torohes during the marriages of barbors.  After bath, tho
bridegroom docked 1n now elothes, goes albended by a band
of musicians to a templo. About tlus time, a green fwig
of Nérale or Busaii treo is cul by the marernal uncloe of thoe
bride, and takon in state to tho marringe houso, whare 1t
ig tied to the milk post,

[from the temple where the bridegroom is seabed, somo
of his parly go to tho bride’s house thrice. The first timo
thoy carry rice, jaggory, saffron and betel-leaves, andro‘urn
loaving the things there. The socond time, the new clothos
meant for the bride ave similarly deliverod,  On the third
trip, the bridegroom himsoll goes carrying a daggor in his
hantl followed by his bost man, and taking with him all tho
jewols intended fovr tho bride., As the procossion ap-
proaches tho pandal, the bride’s party wake a show of resist-
anco by pelting the bridogreom’s parly with rice, the
compliment boingaduly returnod by the laiter.

Ik

Pyl b’ Pl splrphtliabbiery. oy oy ey

- oa e

* (plled in Kounada, i;:rlﬂmmh' (gﬁ&ﬁé) ;{hut 1':4, washiedd elothy fop

walking on, -
f"l‘h‘i‘s in epllod Kaluguen Sdsteg (‘ﬁ%?’f}dﬁ:@@p )+
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Then the bridegroom comoes Lo the marriago duis, fo
which the Dbeido i subseguently conducted, A Sereon
is thrown hetweon (he twa  Hero the Pavohit is ealled in,
e is o Dhaliman fn sowe places, o Jangang m somo, whilo
whore ntither 1 nyailable, an olderly man ol tho casle
sonduets the ceromony. Rice, sognnunt and e seod aro
put by the Dbrido and tho bridegroom on eaclh other's
heads, the sereen s taken off and thoy garland each HH.IHI‘.
Tapi is tied by tho bridogroom to the noeek of tho bride,
and the union is complotod,

This iy followed Dby the lying of kankayas,  Fonp
molallic vossels are aveancod in four cornory, and round
Ctheir noeks o thread is passed threo times. This is then

eud into two halves and to each hall 1s Lied a turmerie rooi
and a betel-load, .

Lastly dhdre ov the wilk ponring covamany takos place.
Tho couple stand fucing cach othor and keep thoir hunds
togetlier holding o coconnut, on which first tho priosty thon
Lo parents of the couple, nud lustly rost of, Lhe nssehly,
ponr ik, During the time, the couple hold their hands
altoroately upon ench other’s,  The milk thus pourwd i
s caught i g tray held inderneath their hands and  altis
mately thrown ont on a Bilva treo or inlo o jrsmine hush,

After this they sit side by side, with tho euds of thetr
carments knotted Logether, amd oneh tics the banbugo
(wrist-throad) to the others Thoy thon viso mud go round
Do mdlle post Unteo and wanko o rpeshetd beloro the  suored
wis,  Tho assombly disporso alier ffmddla, nid lator on

there is a genoral dinuer,
The operative purt of the covomony is the Lying of the i,

On the third day, the couple ave emointed and babhod,
and tahen (o an dsealhfhe (Fiens Roligionns or the Poopul)
treo, in procession, tho hridegroom riding on o horse and
the bride on a bull, - Thoy are sentod sido By sido on
plank soat und thoiv parents minl othur membors of (he cons
gregation throw w lumdful of Tumbe® fowors, tltis hoing a
coremiony  known as * Twmbe Momer dhadre”  Thon onch
parky again ties a daakana thrond with a Jotel leaf abinchod,
to tho other's wrlst.,

fn the altornoon, after dinnor, the Sinditsunn pitjie tnkon
placo. & black kuendlt or Dlunket is done info eight folds and

-+ W

P unhe (@Jﬂai) s sl hogdy ( Ihlonis Il thy tiny  whity

flawere ol whichy heautifal though doveld of smoll, aree belivved 1o he
o Tvondilo of svay lor whose wosship they ave lurgely omployed in

bhin pard of Judin,
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gproad on & plank bofore the soat of thoe couple.  This is
called a galdiye.  Betol-loavos aro arvanged I a circlo o
i, with areea nuts placed in o hoap in the contre,  Round
tho heap wre kept Tnmps of ¥ Vibhuti (998) and sho boll and
the spoon (Febl e2d ) the ingignia of the 18, Phanu peoplo is
brought by the Chalavadi and kept on the guddige.  Altor
Lhe marrviod couple make pije o this gaddiye, the hetel-
leaves and avocanubs, placed in the heap, ave distributed, m
the known order of precedonce, to oll tho assembled per-
sous.  The Ganda or headman of the caste is pakl ono
rupoc, and the Chalavadi gols a fleya (4 anuas 8 pies) as
thoir official foos. ;

On the fourth day, callod Nayarali, the couple mako
piga to the pillars of the pandal with tho offorings of
cookod rice and eakos, Their Fawkayas aro taken off.

"Tho noxt day, the milk post 18 romoved after puja,
part of which consisls of powring on it some water in which
a Int of goid and a pieco of coral have beon washod.t

After tho marriago ceromonies nre bhus finished, the
Lridegroow ig sont back to hix native place with his wife
who ig accompanied by hor parents or others of Ler noarest
rolatives.  Tho pavty hudt at the hoy’s place for three days
aund thon rotuwrm with the girl. U the girl hay alecady
abinined puborty, sho will o allowed to live with her lus.
hand altor tholapso of 10 days from the close of the mapri-
ugo, i no o frosh ceromony  heing then ohserved excopt,
giving hor the prosonts of Lruits and other articles flled in
tho Tolds of hor cloth, and a dinner to Lhe cuslo,

The hoy orv lis parly has to pay a price for the
bride, the amonnt varying in differenl localties, holween

* T¥hhufe 19 o nome of  the sacted  ashos qot by eavolnlly hurning
cowdnng  eakes, €oasto give elean white ashes, Al woskhippers of
Siva smewy theie forchewdys and lonbs with this as an emiblom of their
fuith, "

Brahmany loke i6oal of the suered five wsed for daily samifiees,
Sometimey, especinlly by langesats, the wshes wve made mlo smooth
white bulls nixed with some stureh,  ho symbolica] menting is that,
ihe ashes represent the rewaing of eannul  dosires bwind in the fiue of
guang wnl oty (knowladgo awd dovation), I is conueetod algo with
the story of Kamn's Dorning by Siva, which story dndeod  symbelines
the trinmph o knowledgo vvor the senyes,

[
$This toronumy e hnown i tho Vi mavediue ad %ﬁ{'ﬂ%ﬂﬁb ROl FATN ]
goddasdadd, 2., ot ing of gold and coral wale,
T In wotua Ylnmm w povind of thees ontle <hwuld olapse hotweer®tha

marringo sl the consnmmabion thereelo A few, howover, pul it off 41
the frst (faars Least aflor The maminge,

Brido-price,
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Re, 12 and 24%, A widower mavrying a spinster pays wu
onhanced prico in somo places, whilo in ofhor places, this
is compounded for hy the prosents o more jowols,

Tho wmount” of wwrriago  exponsos  cunnotb be debors

mined with any definiteness. It depends on the means of
the pavtios, the place they live in and other considern-
tions,” and 16 may boe tukon as vangimg bolwoeen Ry, 20 and
Rs, 50 to the bride's purly hnd Re. 100 and B, 200 Lo
that of the bridegroom, tho latlor inchwling also the
valuo of the presonts to the bride, which ol goursv 13 not

lost to the parties.

When a girl attains puborty, she is kopt outside, us
impure, in the yard in a shotl creclod out ol green lowvos
of oither Indian g or the jack frult treo (28, o "5'3’&*?{1'-))}
for three or five days, and overy evening she is sontwd on
a plank seat and proseuts of cocownuds, plantaing and othor
Mty are given to hor, aud aralet porformed by marriod
woruen,  Tho cloth worn by her ab tho time of atfainimg
maturity will be given (o @ washeriman ol another fanily
who has to wash hor cloths aud supply washod cloths Lo
hov evory day during this period,

T the girl is aleoady maeriod, information of the
ovont ig sent to her hushawd oithor through tho servant
of the caste, called hltare nunnushy (R8P SB"L) ap
through the givl’'s brothor or any obhor castoman,  Tho
hushand ar his poople have, in somo  placos, to pay Ry, 10
styled aerada hane (puborty monoy) townrds tho oxpons
sos Inourrod by the Tathor of tho girl fur the puborty
coremonies and for fooding tho girl during tho poriod. If
tho girl 18 not married at tho time, the pavenls havo a
right to be paid this sum by the mhn who subsequontly

&

offers to marry hor.  When tho girlis already marviod, the-

- n e
L

~ *In soma pluces, ¢ g, Shimogu, the Dbiidogroom wpobs Ra. @ from
his parents-in-aw, siylod Magadakal Hnne (S0REEEWEY ),

Yez2ail is an importand incidon!, though not o vory ossoulinl prat,
In all nuspicious covemonion, A flat molal dish is fillsd with woator

colomed rod by menns of Lankume powdor or, tnvmere and olitneam,
some grains of colowred vieo ave theown into iy and the plato ig hold by
tvo  or somolimes more womon, sl wavaed  bolore Uhe ohiof nolors in n
maingo or other coromony, jush hofors they loave Uelr stage, SOUEK
e sung by wowen® fhe banel i attending plays nmd Beabmoens whoen
prosont chunt some wmenfiae o gaace and thow® colonred rive on thoe
nelors by way of hlorsing., '

“Choe main objoeb of the coloured walor sosinn o bo tho warding off
of tho vvil eya,

- o -
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consmmmabion takes placoe within the 16th day i possible,
o1 on somo lator day.

Widow marriago is allowed and practised ; but the hus-
band mugl always bo a widower, Tho cdromony is loss
solemn than the orthodox marriage, and isstylod a4l bying,
It 15 porformoed alwavs alter snnsel, and in tho dark lort-
nights of tho month ; and it is nol necossary to got a lucky
day fixed for 16 by a Brahmau, On the day of the marriage,
tho yajemdtu, tho gaude and othor castemen assemble on -
vitation and tho spoon and hell of the Qhalavddi are kept on
an improvised seab (Sangandsegra’s Gaddige), The woman is
hthad sither by widowed wowen or those who have heen
married a  second time, and  dressod i new clothes
agiven to her by her lover.  She puls on silver and
alass banoog, and 15 conducted mto tho asgembly hy
widowed wouion, Alter nbtaining the lormal permigsion {or
[he union of the yajaman and tho rest of the assembled per-
sons, the hushand ties the 41 to her neck.  The covemoeny
closes with the distribution of pew-supuri among the agsem-
bly, and u dinner given by the now hushand,

A peculiar form ol ihis ceremony is that which is ob-
sorvoll ot Davangors, in the Chilaldeoy Distriot, and thero.
nhouts,  The man afler betng hathod and dressed in new
cloths is sealod in a dark roou, belore the casto peoplo as-
somble,  The woman similaely bathed mnd drossed, 18 con-
duetod 1nto that room and knocks ab the door. Tho man
asks hor who sho is and what shoe hagscomo there for; the
woman roplies that she has come to hight & lamp in a dark
house,  Thereupon somo womoen, married in idgike stylo,
light a lawp in the voom. The headman and othor easto
people give permission to the man to tie the i, aller
which panesupart is digtributed, and tho proeecdings cloge
with a gonoral dinnor.

No married womon abtend the coromony, nor arc thoy
allowod to soo the newly marriod widow for thyoe days
after the eoremony. I'bo {era ov tho hride’s prico paid is
Re. 71, which goos towards the repaymont of the fera
of the first, hugband to hig reprosentatives.

Tho widow caniol marry her proevious hushand’s bro-
thor, younger oy olders but she may apsevy any of his
couging,  Again, gshe may marey as many 1inos as sho loses
bor hushand or is abandoned hy tho laitor, but, il is said
that, at overy subseguonb mavriage, shois  entitlod onl) 1o

half tho {ere of tho provious marriage.
%

Widow
marringe,



Divorce,

Doeatl eore-
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The proporvty which sho might have inhevited fron
Lor Arst hushand hay (o e robwmod Lo his hoehe, and bhoe
childvon also go back Lo his fwmily, A woman marrying o
secondd bimo 1y deprived of cortain privilogos and ix, Tor
puiposes of joining wiy anspicious  coremoulos, treabod ag
il slhie wore ¢ widow.,  Sho canmol ovon  endor i mareingo
pandal,  Iler issue Jor a lew goueralions Torm a sopurabe
division, and are only gradually absovbod info tho main

hody of tho casto.

A man caunol, divorce or abandon hig wilo Jor uny
othor reason than adultery or loss ol cusfo on her parl
The lalior s algo o good growld Lor tho wilo to reak the
marriago tio. At tho timo ol digsolution of waertgo, th
astomon and the yejamdn ave calld Logethor, wud {he
civcumstancos nocossttating tho divoreo ave lail helors the,
The council hear the parties and somobimes, when (ho
complainant {nils (0 1ake oub hig case, tho purtios wre dis.
nugsol with an adimonition, wid a rocongilinbion is gonorally
elfoctad,  Bub m most cases, partion do now go (o tho
longth of laying tho matlor holore tho panchayat-w, unless
the facts are likely Lo bo proved by overwhebning
eviolco, ,

The divorcod  woumn miay  wmarey  another fn Arddike
form, H o mian clopes with o uwepicd  wowsn, and on
this aceount n divorco s effocked, ho has to pay tho
marringe oxpenses to the previous husbaud owd a Boe {o
the gasbo, bolore he cun morery the wou the  Tablor ha
also to velwrn’ the /i aud any  othor jowols which gho
might lwve voceived fromy hor provious husbhaud, 1) g
woman commity adultory with nonan of any stuperior eastlo,
the matber muy o condoned by payment of a smadl fine Lo
tho caste; but adullery with & man ol lower vank entails
loss ol casto,

Thoy generally bury their dead, but the  bhodies of
prognant women or lepers ave disposed of githor by Duim-
ing or hy “hoapiug stones over the dond Dodies,  thougl
tho Jattor practive is somewhat rare.  Some ol thesgo
following the practico of the Linguyabs, carry the body
placad o sitting posbure in o elmdna, ond Durying i in
tho sumo posture i a nicho wade n the grave; whiloe
othors use a flat, bier of hiunboos, the body hoing earrid
wid buried 111 o horizontal  position witk Lo head to tho
soabl,  Keoping the bier down while going ball way, and

i
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ANy prectics I8 known in Koeunedee ws Bollu Yévo (WEPRCS)
monuing stonewservive, ,
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bronking a walor pot ab the gravo, are also obsorvod as
mong obhor castes.  Nothing ig baried with the body
except half of the now cloth in which ib had beon wrappaed,
tha abher hall boing thrown away at the graveyard. On
tho grave, oithor flusi or fumbe plants are planted.
After tho body is disposed of, tho pary Dbatho, rolurn
home and have lo see a light kopt Durning on the spot,
whoro the doccaged oxpived. 1n the uighl, a bunch of
ik leaves and wator in a small vossol are kepl on
ragt grain sproad at tho spot.

On tho third day, tho eavrviors, the chief mounrnor and
sonio others go to the gravoyard, keep milk, ghee and
some obhor eatablos on the grave. Milk and ghee are
rubhed ovor the shouldors of tho carriers,

The next ceromony in conunecelion with the funeraly is
ohserved oft the 11th day. Hither u Jangama, or in somo
places, a Brahman is eallod to purify tho house. Thon the
enstemen and the chiel mouwrnmor go to the burial ground,
aud offer gooked food aud cakes at the grave.  [n the oven-
ing, n dinner is prepared.  In tho central part of tho houso,
n Aatirse 18 sel np and alter the offermg of o cocoannt and
the burning of insenso ncor it, the following prayer is
addressed to the decensod 1 —“You are no longer on earth
but have joined your ancestors in the Swarga. Wo look
up to you for tho protection of onrselves and our [amily,
() fathor | protoet us,”  Then all disporso shutding nup the
honse so that the ghost may have an undistnrbed meal of
the pood things sproad belove ity and retuiming aflor {wo
ov threo minutos, they cousume the vietuals, Ieloro
cating, the chiof mournor and some others go to o tomplo
and, altor pije is done to tho god, the chief mowrner
throws Uhree balls of buller at the idol, saying © O god, the
decoased might have thrown stones al you, bub now fov
him, wo throw bubtor.  Tako mercy on him and opon tho
door of Svurga Tor him to ontepl”

Thay observo pollulion only for throe days but the
ohief motrnor i noi puarifiwd till the 11th day coromony
ig over,  During the period of pollution, thoy do not pul,
on a mark on the ferohead, do nob ablond to bhoir proless
sjon uud do nob oab oither flesh or sweol things, ~.

They do nob perform  sedddhes.  Bub poriodically
thay offor yude (S%p10 all tha deceased ancosbors,  They sot,
up 8 kalase tu bhe contral poviion of tle houso, koop now
clothos near i, burn mecnse, bronk a cocoanul and ofor
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also cookod food 1 the name of all the decousod ancostors,
They obsorve thig eithor duving the  Dasava or ol the
Dipdvali or Yugiudi (now-yoar’s-day) or on tho nows=moon
day in the month of Bhadvapada (Mahiloyn Awdbvisyn), the
last boing tho mosh comnon veeasion,

Tho ghost of & doveasod wilo 18 holiovod  offon (o
tormoent or troublo hor successor, 1F tho ntter i vnnble Lo
sucklo Ler new horn babo or gets hystoracal or othierwigg
ill, the fivst wifo is propitinted by sobbing up o falas'a in Lop
namo, and making pdje o i, and also offoring o new cloth
which the seeontl wilo afterwards wears.

Social Thev aro a soltlod peoplo and uee lTound  all over the
stabus, State,  Thoey form part of tho wvillage corporation. ’l’ltq}r
have no recoguised hewd-quartors, Theve 18 nothing peculiap
in tho shape and matorial ol their dwolling, oxgpopt that at
tho approach to tho house s fivst to be seon o place Lo
sholter thelr asses, und an ovon on whiolh (ho ¢lirby

clothos are boiled for waslung,

Admission - They have w coremony for taking into their casie por
lo caste,  gong from bigher castes sueh as Vakkaligas, Kuwrubas, and
others,  This is known s Kuld mdadupudy (TIONIRERIRN),
niaking the caste.  Albor ascortaming thut tho Hl'i;,.':llltllﬁ
custe has no objeetion 1o one of thoir men hoing tahen into
bhig [okd, thoy invite iheir own sastomon frome sovorg)
gadis {(divisions) to womecting at which all the Yajinmdug
ol the sevoral divisions wwd othors are prosent, I (he
cauditdate’s rosolution fo join Thom has hold oul, Tie hing
to gol shaved and bathe in o vivor or Lanh  and worship -
Gunga (wualor goddess).  Mbor being given 1hitha® ha iy
made to pass suecossivoly through sovon hus  whioh g |
burnt soon aftor hwe leaves onche Ho hathes agnin and s
eiven o pasto of soap-nnt and turmoerie which ho swallows,
Then in the presunceo of the casto assobly, he makoes
piju Lo the spoon and bell ~the symbol of - the 18 Phunas,
which with somoe  eiblatft balls e placod on o bluck
kembli Gaddige,  The Kdlkar applics some  of the sibhin
ashes 1o bis forchowd,  After this, thewe 18 o dinner, af
which tho reeruitl cals wlong with ofhors, and is Lrentod ag
one of tho casto,
For a {me, howevor, somotimoes for a gonormbion.or
bwo, ho 18 loaked upon as belonging o an inforior division

T r

" Holy wader o which the ddol ol o god iy washod el hyg Hwon of
worsiip, A spooutul s given by Mo Phijuri o worshipper to egeh

tﬂ'wutuu Lo diinde,
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like thati of tha offspring of kidike marrvinge, i tho maiiov
ol infermarriages and taking part in important coroinonios,
such ay marriago,

As vogards inheritanco, the Agasas lollow thoe ordinary Inleitance.
. ] * » ¢
Hindn Law,  Widowed and destitute daughtors and sistors
are considered cntitled to ho maintained by the family.

Thoy havo, in common  with others of a low standard Supevsti-
of enlluro, o living heliel it omons, oracles, magic and fiovs,
sorceory, 'T'homore unsophisticated amone thom beliove
that, their god is present in their casto panchayat meotines
and diveets their collestive wisdom i1n the way of arriving
ab a qust decision, and that lying on such oceasgions will be
atbendod with supernatural vetribution. 'Thoir caste sym-
bol (that 18, tho bell and the spoon susponded by chain)

18 pluced Prominently n such meotings and the dispulants
swoar by this symbol to attost Lhieir Lrath,

In most casns their pricsty are Jangamay or their own Priosts,
headnen ; bub o fow are 1 the habit of calling in Brahwmans
as purohits,  Thewr gurn (or spivitud head) is a Linguyat
to whom they give periodieal presouls to gobt thetha and
prasdde, o recewves fdaike (F¥8F) qr wonoy presents
during theie marriagos atdd othor auspicious coromonios.

They ave Hosh eaters and cot pork, mution, fish and pepsonal
big lizards, bub not beol. IT‘lmy wlso  drink liguor hoth habits,
foroign and  indigonous.  The well-known lowest  easto
from thie hands of which they eal aro the Kurubas and
Kumbaras and only Madigas and  loleyas oal in tho
houses of  Agasas,  Their touch 18 considered to  dofilo
a Beahman and the more ovthodnx among the lattor do
not put on tho washad clothes veturned by tho washorman,
without washing and deying them again,

The orviginal ocenpation of tho casto 1s washing clothes,
Thoy are also owmployed as  toteli-bearers on foglive
oceasions, and o show rospect or ight the way to porsons
of rank,  Thoy aro also worshippers ut somo of tho shrines
of tho humblor order. Theoy do not wash tho clothes of
Loleyis® and Madigis,

Oedupriion,

Tho mathod of washing 8 to seak the elothes fivst
i watoer, for whhmh thoy goto a tank *or o river, nol

- gy vecdy W W ' - o ariess gy g L - Vebulerumnks el
dadn B

# (n tha supposed allinteo of The iwo cusbes, ste the aceount of the
Holoyds, . .
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gonerally resorted to for bathing or deinking purposes. Thoy
thon apply  Tullov’s-oavth and altor purtly deyimg, baoil
the clothes or steam them. Somo indigo i thou pub m, and
the elothos are again washed in pure wator,  Riee griol is
aftorwards applisd o sueh clobhes s voquire starehing,
and they nrc also ironel whon nocessary.  Whon washing
cloths with hordors of silk, they tie up bho silk portion so
as to protect it from jury from soda.  They havo hugo
carthen vossols for tubs and steaming pots. Thoy beat
tho cloths on stones, aud have woodon mallots (¥a88) {o
compress the cloths when folded and wse won hoxos {o

ron thioen.

They say that thoy wore originally Banajigas and
bocame subsequently separatod {from tho Iattor by roason
of thoir profession.  Sowe havo taken to agriculture and
some are day laboarers, Buch of thom  ag are® apriculia.
risbts follow all tho supeesbtbions and atlior observances
common to the ratyals, such ay, nob working bullocks on

Mondays.

Thoy form membiers of the village covrporation, nnd have
to give froo service on occuasiony sich as o procession of
tho-gods.  In gome places, ocach washerman has cerain
fumilies ag his customers by hevoditary usago, and othops
aro nob allowed to trespass on lig presorve.  Bul sueh

nsagos are fast disappearing.

iy
o

Ag rogards vemuncration [or sorvicos, the [ollowing
ig a rongh senlo of foos in wvillagos nol allfected by the
taint ol advancing compotition. IFor a family congisting
of a husband and o wile and two children witl  agod
paronts, the washorman gebs one hundlo of unthreshod sy,
one winnowfulof grauinat tho throshing floor and fwenty
measuros of grain with othor porquisites such w8 flood on
il the feast doys, and marriago and obher auspicious
oceasions, Tho washorman s entitlod to got the eloth
worn by a girl at the limo of her puborly, and {0 the
nrogents given by hor hugband whon he carvios the nows
of the ovent, Tho clothes of wnavried persons in Lhe
family and thoso of the yajamin are washod Ires,

Roligion. Thoy lean moro towards tho Nuiva than tho Vaisli.
navae faith, though many profoss tho lattor also, In [aat,
thoy aro like other ITindug in showing revorence nt all tho
rocognised shvinos,  Their goddess i Fiakslimidevi, the
coirsort of Vishun,  Thoy alsa worship ITnnumanta,
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Tho minor gods thay worship are numerous. In fact,
no worship of the village goddessos can take place without
tho holp of the Agasas, and thoy officiate as  pijaris, es-
peeially when easnal goiddesses, such as, thoso ot cholera and
gmall-pox havo to be worshipper, on tho oubbroak of au
opidomic, These femmine doutios aeo worshippoed by pro-
foronco on Tuesdays and 1harsdays,  Animals sacrificed
(except buflaloes) aro caten by theso men; and they gol a
shave even when the sacrifices are offered by othor castes.
The shave allottod to au Agasa oul of the meal of the
bulfnlo secrificed to  Mari, is given away to Iloloyds or
Madigds,

Their tribal godis Bhimi Dévarn (Warth-god), which
Lhay worship during the Gaari® feast (Angust—September).
On that day, they all batho and keep themselves clean
and cat enly ono meal. The washing tub, the steaming
pot. oven, and tho ironing implemonts are all washed and
cle matl, Thoy avo placed togethor and  worvshipped with
flowers aud Teatt, and gometimes animals are offered to
thom. Thoy observoe it as a holiday and do not work with,
their implemonts., In large places, thore are tomples dodi-
cated Lo Bldmi Dévavy, worshipped by o moan of this castbe,
to which thoy go and offor cocoanutl to the idol, aftor thelr
hbe-paitja (worship of the wasling tnb) is done at homo.

When auy porson in o villago is sufforing from some
llness, supposoed Lo havo boon caused by thoe Seven sisters,
tho washormen ol tho village 18 askoed Lo do pédju Lo those
doibios, 1le is given somo money according Lo a recognizod
agnlo such ag, ono-hall or-quarter of a hana. Tlo sols up
soven stonos Ina small shod constrnoted of green loavos
outside he villago gonorally near a waler course, and places
halors them olforings, of some Fruit, fricd Bongal gram
and such othor things, In [act, the Agasa scoms to be
the pajart of all the gods and goddosses that are wor-
shipped neav wator courses and i groves,

[he Agasus havo in some places tho oustom of wor
shipping thoir family god once a yoar. The wholo family
observy a fast till the evoning on tho day of such wovship.
1n the aftornoon the idol representing the god is takon
procossion, with music, to a waler course, where it is washod
and all Llie persons batho. BSometimes a Brahman is ealled
W do the purification rite (RORRRE™) to tho god aud porform.
a héme (sacvifico 12 the fire). Alter thig, he retives and

e e T TR Bk by T W A TETCAT e iraf Kb gdE = A ShEminkeosb oS e A s e, Py
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# The .%:thtlgy off tho bright halfl of the luner mouth of Bhiddra lﬁ}ln,
which Inlls in Augast or September.
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tho castemen do pigu 1o the god, breaking cocounuds and
waving eamphor drefd,  Thon tho idol is carried buek with
groat pomp and seb up outside tho village boundary
shod orected for tho purpose.  'the god isagain worshipped
and offorings are made of cooked rico or animals necording
to usage.*  From this spob, the idol is takon into thao
villago and restored to its plaee in the temple. Thon tho
soveral Jamilies ubluched to the god, mdividually oftor co-
coanuts to the idol and got (4 tha and prasddi, i tholy wator
and holy wvictualy), Tn {ho night, a grand dinner s pres
parcd and all eastemon whether of the sume gronp or not,
are {ed therein,

Other geods yevered by this casto are  lTiviyaimm
5 3 A

00060 Y and Hunasanuna (@®E3), v is said that ot the
3 . & ,

anunal celebration of Thiviyanna's worship, bulfuloey ave saori-

ficed. '[his is porhaps the only instance m which this unimal

18 saerificed m tho nane of a malo deily,  Agusns appro.

hend misfortune if thesoe colebrations avo omitted,

They revere also as sainls Madivia Michayyn (F23¥
SReEedd) othorwise known as Virn Madivalappa (S0s02559¢ 5)
and Malligo MAdovi (@@eE%80),  The malo saiub ig wors
shipped in groves, and Jangamas ave given doles of weo;
but: the worship of Midovi takos plage on Sipardtpl (3s3und))
oceurring in february or Marvehl, ab midhight, and slrangoers
aro nob allowod o witnoss it. *No puarb of tho ries boiled
for offoring ab thig gntfa, iy given to any ol the lowor ensto-
men, such ag Iloloyhs and Midigds,

Agasas belong 1o 18 Phanas or {hoe right hand  sestion,
Among themselves, thoy have w caste  headmun enlied
gauga, and caste sorvant sbyled fHaltava wmanushye  or
K¢lkar, tho boadle. Themr minor dispnlos are setbled by
thoir oaste head, but whore a matior is important, tho
oetiti or (as he is more commonly kuown) Dos'ndu Sofii,
who is the headman of all the castos forming the 18 Phanse
group, is called in, and his decision is final,

They have no peculine thoatrioal enlovtainments in
their owu caste, Whoenover toreh-hearers wro necessary in
village dramas or elsowhere, thoy fill that position,
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¥Animal sacwifices mo made ,ehiefly Lo Lhéu Maktl  dnitivn; and
almosl nover to tho higher order of gods.

“ Prascda means food and flowoers offered (o (he idol, A little of i6
in given (o onch povson by the Pdjar/,
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Thoir women gel iaftooed, {his oporation boing por-
formed by o Koracha woman, ‘Tatbooing is consmdered
augpicioud for & marviod woman, and rogavded ag im-
proving hor personal appoarance. All sorts of designs,
sudh as, parroty, snakoes, scorpions, and geometrical figures,
are adoptod. It 18 only marricd womon®* thas got
thomgolves talloood, and if a girl becowas a widow boforo
gsho is taltoved, she doos nol undergo tho oporation
aftorwards.

The marriod state of o woman 1s indicated by her
woearing loe-rings, black boads and fa/, and that of a man
by tho prosence of toe-rings.

Ay — — rm gtk gy, Sy ! =t e = -

¥A aaemied woman whose husband i9 alive, known as Wuélerdae
(D08 05%,)* 13 alono ontalled Lo ndorn her person, and o fake pavh

in adl angpleious coremanies in whicl women have o shao,



