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B16STAS.

Tho Bosta (8B8) cante has, according to the last Consns,
v popidation 153,171 persons, of whom 745,107 wore malos
md 77,067 lomales.,  Thoy live seatiored all over tho Ytate,
out are found in largo numbers m the viver distriots of
Shimoga aud Mysore,

'The hanto of the caste is dorived from tho Kannada
vord besade \¥RB), thrown. Somo coriously derive it f1om
Delta-hagte o Velra-hasta, wmeaniug one holding a cane,
wnd this fanciful etymology 18 based on the [lollowing
ogond.  Once upon a time  Varuna invited the Sapia
Righis 1o altend a sacrifico ho was celobrating. Thoy
wroed Lo go if he would oxpel the disturbers of thoir
onauee, the land and tho aquatic animalg from the laco
of the ourth. e wowshipped and sought the holp of
dod lswarn who gonl Gunga from whom wore sprung
suparnavaju, Goharajon and Suta with  thirky-bwo weapons
n Lhotr hands,  Ouo of 1the wonpous was u canoe or stick,
ind  doseont 18 {racod for this caste f[rom those somi-
livine porsonages.

Soveral other logends are given, cach giving tho origin
f Lhe whole or a gub-division ol Lho casto  One legend
ells that Sutern or Sulakuladyvary (Re€0, BAB Towdso)
wo aprung from & porgon who, when Varuna camo oul of
fanga, carriod him over in a boal and landad him. An-
wher logond 18 to tho offoet that Santana  Qhalravarti had
onneetion with Satynvati, o low casto boatman’s girl, who
Ahus became the step-mothor of BBhishma who wasg his gon
¥ his other wifo Ganga,  Sineo Bhishma, otherwise ealled
aangasnin, was a Bosla, being in n way the son of Satya-
radi whose ohildvon wore all Bestas, tho latlor gob tho

wipollution of Gangoasutax or in Kannada CGangemellal
ottt ) liko Phishma. )

Tho abtlondants of Varuna have given to thoir doscend-
mts the nume of Parivaredavarn (RORTEED), menting
olino of gerving men,

Numbey,

Name and
its origin,
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Tho Toss nsual names, as givon by Nanjangud inform.
antg, are Dushyanin, Nishada or Paradien, Dyasit or Mips
onvi,  According to Manu, o Dushyanbha i the son ol s
Kshatriya fathor-and a Bealiman mother, A Nishada, who
is Lo Hve by fishing and snaring animalg, 8 homeol a
Brahmin fatheor and a Suden mother.  Laslly 0 Daswoop
Margava who is to subsisl by working as a hoatman s the
son of a Nishado fathor and an Ayogaed mothor. Theso
names are nob in vogno, and wera apparently suggostod for
the occasion, by some Brahman instructor, ns high-sonnd.

ing tibloes.

ATl theso attompts have mevely nrison from the mofive
of making out. n superior origin for the casto which, ay it
main occupation is boating and fishing m the waters, has
adloptod the namo of Gaugaputras ov tangemakinli, ehildron
of water, which furaishos thew with tlhet weand of {iveli.
hood. Tt may bo noted that in Northern fudin, somo in.
ferior Bralunans who worship the Ganga al Tioly plaees eal

themselvos Glangaputras,

The Following names are given as donofing the oxe
ogamous divigions or Kuwles exisbing i this communiby
vig., the Kulug of Olinna (gold), Belli (silvev), Swegr (sum)
Chendves (moon), Dewl (goddoss), Sule (cluototeor), Mugily
(oloud), Bhuashinga muiago chiaples), dlln (poavl), atny
(procious stono), Kastari (mush), Howela (ol bond)
Malltye (jsmine).  Thore are two othiors salled Mo fiya
prlbfu and Kudinevalln, bute 1ho  sienifisanco of tho  torms
el bo moado oul.

IL s said thob silvor ornamonts ave nob worn by {hosoe

- 1

of tho Delli Kulp oxeopt during marreiagos,

Kagyapa and Kanndinyn gotras, eallod altor the Rishi
Kasyapa and Kaundinya, aro said to hoe fownd in all tho
endogamons divisions,  Those golias o not stand in the
way ol marrages within thomsolves ag they do with
Bralimang, and soomn Lo havo come inlo  oxistonee from a
dosire on Lho part of thiv caste to vnise Lthonwelves in the
social seale,

Raju, Nayakn and Boyi ave tho titles wsually allixod to
tho namoes of malo persons.

L

There 18 mo poculinrily in tho uamoes adopled in
. . |
thig easto,  Genorally ancesiral names aud e nanies of

"



3

family doitios are given to persons. Tayamma and Pul-
busrind tay bo givon ns examplos of torms of ondearmont.
Opprobrious namoes avo sometimes given fo children born
aftor loss ol other childron, such as Kadanme (junglo),
Tippaming (Qunglill) and Javarayoe (god of death),

This casto admits porsons ol suporior eastos in the Custo con-
socinl seale, aflor the following ecromony. The eldors and stitution.
tho roprosentatives of the Besta [mmhes gathor togother
it s gardon.  The aspivant for admission Dbathes altor
golting shaved and goos toa tomple, whero ho receives
the holy water given by the priesl, which he drinks aud
sprinkles over his head. Ho is then smeared with ashes
all over the bhody by the caste hoadman, A feast 12 givou to
Lho caste mon ab whielr he eolleets a morsel from caelr aud
partakos ol tho meal along with the others.  Thoncelorth

ho g rockoned ug o mowmbor of the casto.

The oldors of tho casto are tho Nodde  Yajman
(Senior Blder), Clikka Yajman (Junior Llkder) and Dess
Setéi,  Tho Dodda Yajman has the powoer of enquiring into
and awarding punishmon{ of oxconununication or fino for
bronchoy of caste oustoms,  The Chikka Yajman 1s hig
porgonal agsistaat and i wlso enllod  Kollar (itorally, stick
boavor), boecause ho carvios o sbick as the symbol of his
subhovity,  Hig dutios aro to collect caste poople Lo join in
tho funerals or Lo Torm w caslo council or Panchayat Lo
digeuss, whon nocossary, and jndgo grostions relating to bl
easto,  Punishments awarded by the Gounel or Dodda
Yajman are to Do proelaimed by tho Kolkar,

Tho Dosa Selti 18 tho local head of 1ho soction.  lle
pots tho frvst marymde lambule consisling of bwo cocoa-
nuts, plantaing, bolel-loaves and woney about eight annag,
in oll coromonics.  Tho Senior Yajman gols o double fum-

bulew, ‘

Adoption of a son is recognized. A boy belonging to  Adoption.
tho seclion of the adopting [nthor is more gonerally soloobed
than ouo belonging to othoer sections, A younger brothor is
prohibited [row boing adopled by lig older brother, The
adoptoed boy is digabled [romn marrying within the prohi-
bitod degrovs of relalipnship of cither the adoptive or his

naburel faanily, '
Tho nwrringe should Lo confined within btho saino  prperago.

suh=division wnd Glose of Che sune fele cannot warry ach
oblior,  The swne rides of rostriction on account of blood
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rolationship ag in othor castes havoe to ho obgorved,  Two
sislors cannot be simutaneously marriod {o the samo porson,
They muy he married to two brothors, tho older niar ying
bho cldor sister, tho younger mavrying bho younger sistor,
A man bolonging to u fannly lollowing the protession
of agriculburs toos nob give lus daughtor to a porson ol
lowing tho profossion ol fishing, or sice serse. Sunitlarly
with palanquin-boarers noither the former nor tlo tubtor

mako marriage allinneos.

If & marrage take place outside bhe  ondognmons

cirelo, tho partios lose caste und ave rogarded as among the
hall-casto persons, such as thoso of illogiimate hivth,

A Bosta girl may romain unmareiod,  Tho  praciice
of dedicating Basavis, though it oxisby, 1w gelling nto
diskavour,  HExchange of danghlors 1s m voguo,

Both infont and adult naeriages are allowed fo tako
placo. In tho caso ol the formor, o girl is mriad af the
nge of aboul twolve years, She lives with her parents
till the consummation of (he mavriage takos placo.  Girly
nro nol wgurried to  Lreos, swoveds, ;e other humimale
objects,  Adull marringos tako placo genorally within the
fivst, yenr aftor puberby, 11w young wooum s Iolt v
mareied for a long bhmo wfior thiand, hoe ehastily is guostionod
and thorealior ouly muarriage by  KNudibe Torm is allowod

Lo her,

[[ o girl hag beconw prognand bolore muarringo hy »
man of hor caste, sho is allowed to muwrry hor fover in the
Kudibe form. I he doss nob tako hew inowarviggy, hoe
will bo pub oubof weaste, and she may join any other man
in marriage, and hor childron, il any, will bo alithinted o
him., [T sho has lived with & man ol anothor ensto, shoe

will bo oulecastod.

Marringes arc gonorally soltled by tho parenix op
guardians,  Tho proposal comoes feom the fathor of the
boy, who wiuh o low [rends goos to the houso of the in.
tondod bride at an auspicions hwur with coconnuts, bupe
merto, rod and yellow, bolol-loaves and nuds, T vousond is
given by tho other purty, alotter of invitation nnd ngreo.
mont 14 writbon thon and thore, A pricst i callod 1 to
fix tho day of marringe, Tho loltewd of iuvitadion arg
worshipped by both the parbios, and vach parby prosents
lis tobbar Lo Gho other in o formal maBner,
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Throo, five or sovon days bofove Chappara or Pandal
coromiony, the intended brido and bhadegroom are made to
oxhibit thomselves ab o pathoring of {rionds and yelatives
mud an araft * takes place,

'Tho day provious to Chappara ocarthen vossols aro

nowly bronght to the house, and Duasaris and Jogis are fed
bhove.

The construclion of the Chappare or the Pandal is the
first of tho Jmportant coremomes of marringe. 1 consists
of twelve pillars of whieh one must be of juicy ralli wood in
tho case of Kannada Bestas, and i the oase of othors, of
Nevalo or Kowdumasy trec. 'T'his post is known as halu
kcnbhin (milk postr or muhuibe hambho  (marriage post).
Tho Chilka Yajman of tho casto attondod with drums and
eongs, god Lo the treo with maried women to bring tho
mitk post, Tie worships thoe breo and cuts a brauch of it
It 18 hrought howoe and fixed i a pit alroady fomned and
gproand with milk and ghoo at thoe bottom, A eloth pack-
ago containing seven kmds of greain is tied to it jand il is
sprinkled over with wator in which coral and gold are
washod, and painted with red and white siripos.

L tho eventng, o dankaro consiwung of white woallen
fhread o which are died & pioce ol turmoerie rool and an
iron ring, ig tiod o the bridegroom’s hand,

On the second day, walor 18 hrought from a pond in
vossols by marviod womon,  The Dasari worships tho pond
and idols.  Tho bridegroom’s sistor brings one of the Kela-
sa pots (shyled w@Bds B8 op sistor’s pot) decorated with
hombale (arccanul flowoer).  Thoy come back in procession,
walking over clobhs spread in the streel by o washorman
(SBs308), and with manesese (SOHERF) of jtorvals, Tho
Intbor is doseribod as follows

As lhe procossion iy moving, thoy spread a cloth
on the ground in front, and placo on ib n six places,
a sl gquandidly  of  froib resayena.t Thon  tho
Dusayyus blowing the toneh and beating gong with erieg
of ub [ alilah! go round and round tho cloth three timos,

i T - [ .J-H-rr.mm-l'n-_-w- i - patt ray - - - T e el e s bl T T S T o e Y

® Aradd is Uho coremony of waving over the bride wnd bridegroom #

plattor gontninmng colowred wabol, "
L

¥ Rasugend v n gwoeot gompound, gonerally made by miving logol her
pinnining, cocannnt, ond pggggory with cartbunoms v poppor ns SN,

the whole nushod Logoethug:
N
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and eab up tho sweoeb stufl pieking ik up with thoir hps,
This is vepeabed a nuwmber of times hofore they reach tho
marriago hiouso,  Two Dagayyas will hold thie idols in Thoir
hands, and walk, in {ront without taking pard i bho nutne.
seve.  Thoso are followed by tho Odefud bidagudiye (wuddald
Ray bearor.  Tho idols wud the walov pot avw plicold g

room and worshippod il tho marringo 18 ovor,

» " L] ' J 2
Among Suivag instoand of manesepe  (PIWRED ), the Jo
gayya worships ‘Prisula (8)829), nnd brings home the water
vessol,

Muhurtha or Dhare Lakes placo on the thivd day. A
Nerale (Jambolana) Dranch is taken to o Peepol tree nud
puja offored to 1t, and it then brought home and again
worshipped. "Tho bridegroont fuenished with n spoar op,
daggor is led m procession Lo bomple, where the rolatived -
and Iriends of tho bridal parties are guthored by invitalion,
The bride in the meanwhilo comaes into the marringe housg
and takos hoe seab on tho plimk  "Tho bridegroom conoy
Lack [rom the towple holding o daggor in his vight hand,
and sits [acimg the brido whilo a seroen soprtades tho Lwo,
Tho names of the hmmedindo ancestors of hoth tho parbics
aro ropeatod,  The pavents poue dhare nivd ™ on tho nniied
hands of the bridegroom and tho bride,  'The sercon iy
laken ofl and the feli,  goldon dise, the symbol o (e
marriago bond, is tiod vomd tho neek ol tho bride by Lhe
bradogroont.  Rice nowly prepoarod oul of paddy for fho
occasion 18 poured in plenty on the hridal pavty, ‘I'he onds
of tho clothy of the nowly unitod couple are tiod togoethor,
and thoy prosivate themwsolves bofore theiv seuiors who
bless thom in rotwn with wishes of a long and happy
married lilo, ’

Tho fouvth day i the lnst duy of the muwinga,  T'he
bonkana is unliod by the marriod ladios aud placed in o
plate containing jogpory and rice, Then takes placo the
Kamba Sastra or ¢ Pillar’ covomony. At this, (he nowly
married conplo place w handlul of cookod vico on o web
cloth 1 {ront of cuch pillur and do puju.  Aftor tho pro-
cassion through tho villago 8 over, tho milk posl is

P s L o -~

* Dhare Nirwrmoans wabor in drops,  Whaon nny gift s mnde in o
solomn roligions mannor, a fow drops of wibar Fith a fow Tolani (Husil)
lewyves wnd somaobimes oo smull coin s pub into the lands of e youipient
byebbo tonor. Tho wader fulls in diere or diops, aad Uio gilh of w girl
in matringe being ous ol tho st solom ol snoh weds, e somony is)
conumonly douoted by the single word ¢ dhw e’

e [ i e
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worghipped and in the ond it is smearod ovor with aghos.
This 1s tho final ael of the coremony.

Tho bride prico iy Rs, 12, This goos fo thoe bride’s Bride price.
[ainaly, fathor, mothor or brothor, It i given in the pre-
gonco of all during the *dhare” 'Tho price of the brido
warried [or tho socond inme is six rupoos.

Tho marriago exponsos como to about fifty rupoes, of
which the major portion goos for feasting,

m mnf_r*vingo by Kudile, 11, i the male membors only Kudike,
and not married women thatattend the ceremony, Women
who are thuag married are not allowed to take part in mar-
ringe and othor auspicious occusions,

A gird attaing hor ago of puberty al about her six~ Puberty,
toonth yoar. Sho is kepb m a shed for thrce days, during
which period she ig considered impure. Soon after ithe
signs aro observod, she is mado fio sit on a plank, married
womon wave the aret or colonred wator beforo hor, and on
the fourth day she bathes. Thll tho eloventh day after tho
bath, marricd womon gailier round her and make artl in
tho ovenings. On the sixtoonth day, consummation of
marriage gonetally tukos place, Tho shod in which tho
girl was lodged ab the time of hior first menses, 18 burnt ap.

Durimg the erdinary moninly poriods, a woman bathes
on bhe first duy only, and romains 1 a pordion of the houso
for threo days, during which poriod she does not entoer tho
kitehon hut does othor housohold dutios,

Whon a givl is fov the fArst timo gsont to hor husband
altor the consmimualion of marringe, sho is presontod with
now cloths and wmadaldlbhl (5-*’&33@3'#), .6, rico placed m hor
tying clothy, with jaggory, cocoanat, some fruits, botol
leaves and nuds,

When a child-birth takd place, tho mother is kept
in a separalo roounl, abbhe door of which a hatchol, margosa
loavos, an old shoe and a broomstick aro placed to koep off ovil
gpivits.  Tho poriod of Len days from tho day of tho birth
of u child 18 ono ol pollution. On tho oloventh day, o
bath is givon to tho mother and cluld.

Adnltory willin tho enste is Loloratod 5 hut tho woman Agultory
and hor lovor will bo compolled to pay hor husband's marri- and divoreo.
age oxponses in oase sho wanbs Lo live pormmmently with
her lover,  Somotimos it i8 setblod by a small fino paid 1o
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tho casto, und the wmonoy 18 usod for n genoral foast of tho
casbe poople.

Divorco is allowed on tho ground of unchastity on tho
part of the wife. Shemay warry againin tho Kudike form
altor divorce.  One-hall of tho fiest hoshand’s marringo
expensos must be refunded by the now hugband, in voturn
[or which the Tormor untiss the fefz and renounces his
matrimonial rights ovor her,

The remarriage of widows is permitlod if the widow
and her new hushand pay to the caste a fine of 1upcos six
and rupees oight, rospoetively, A widow may marry her
husband’s clder brother but such marringes are raro.
Tho casto in such cases domands an additionnl fine of a
few rupoces.

Childron of a widow by her sccond husband cannot
olaim tho properly of their mother’s firgt husband.  Simi-
farly song by hor first husband eannot snecoed to the pro-
perty ol hor sceond himsbhand., 1 a mun has children both
by his legal wifo and his concubine and if they all live
logeother, tho children of the concubmoe can claim sharos in
the proporly of thoeir natural lathor.

Polynudry 18 unknown but polygamy is [reoly prac-
tised,  Barrennoss, defeet in body or miud and wunchastity
on the part ol the fiest wife are the prineipal reasons for
ono to tako anobhor wilo,  Thao first wile’s mister 18 gonoers
ally proforred as o socond wilo,

A son-in-law  remapiving with  his father-in-law, is
gtatod to bo onbitlod {o inhorit the proporty of his fathor-
in-law, provided he porforms the *latter’s obsequios.  In
obhor rogpects, thio mombory of tho casto follow tho genoral
Hindu law of inhorilances.

The doad boty 18 genovdily buriod, but whoen tho porson
has died vory old or hus otherwiso heen hold 1n groat os-
teem, his corpse i burnt,  During the last momonbs of a
man, all the relatives and enste poople gather Lo take part
in tho funerals. A few graing of rico aro putb in the mouth
of tho defunoct porson by all tho relatives and friends as a
last mark of rogard for him. Tho widowed wifo worships
{he body and exchangos hotol-louves *with it. Il & mar-
riod woman dies bolore hor husband, hor body is lnid in a
lit®or constructod of green louves und flowors and smoenpred
with tarmevie powdor,
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The doad body is generally cariied in & frame of bam-
hoo, and whore the partics can aflord the expense, tlie
framois docorated with flowers, It 18 placed on tho ground
somewhere while half way towards the burial ground,
where the son or other person officiating as the chiel
mourner goes round it with a pot of boiled rice in his hands
and smashos tho pot on the ground, nearcst the head of iho

corpse,

The dead are buried with thoir head turned o the
South A new cloth, a plantain leaf and a small copper coin
ghuck in the dead man’s nose are the only thmgs interred
with him. This oustom has given rise to a proverb in
Kannada, which means ¢ Though you sarned so rmmch,
pily you spe loft without a piv in your noso.”* A new cloth,
rice, betel-leaves and a few coins aro laid on the grave and
the fofi of the village 1y bid to take tliem ag hig {ces and
price for the ground, Before the earth is thrown ovor the
body, & vessel containing some boiled rice is again taken
round the grave three times and smashed. 1f the body is
burnad, its remains and ashes are thrown in a pond or river
on the third day. Milk and ghoe are pourod on the gravo.
1f 1t 18 the husband that is dead, the woman takes off her
bangles, tali, ete., and throws them on the grave. ITonce-
forward she ceases to painl horself with turmerie paste,

Tho period of mourning lasts for ten days. On tho
oloventh day, the caste peoplo are fod, A templo is visited
by the chiol mourner and coconanuls are presented $6 tho
god and broken in his name, This ceremony is moant
to open the gatos of heaven more easily for the ontry of
the doparted soul. During the poriod of mourning, no
fegtivities are observed, Milk and sugar are not used for
food and casto marks are not put on the face. The wholo
period of mourning is considored to be one of pollution.

Agnate relations observe tho full period of mourning
for the death of an adull, while they do not observe ary
mourning for the death of a child, The parents observo
three days of mourning for the death of thoir infant
gliildren,

For the propitiption of the ancestors in general, a yade
(6s%) consisting of all tho articles of food and plantain

e . : : .
* axly BoranRSw A SANSAYE, wodd TINY BuBwER,

%
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loavos and coins, is presented to a Purohit on tho Maha-
laya day.  Religious mondicants such ag Dasayyas ave fod.
Covemonios for deceased individuals are nob performod
periodically.

Brahmans are not required {o assisi at tho [uneral
coromonics which are earmed on with tho nid of the caste
men alone, who may be msiructed what 1o do by tho
Brahmans,

Religion. Theso arve Tlindus by religion and worship the ordinary
divinties, and have both Saivas and Vaishnavas * among
them, The Saivas worship Siddappaji and Rajappajl.

Thoro are twe 1eliaious mondicant ovders in this casto
called Jogis (BRDRLS) and Nasaris (@R0ngd),  LThoe Jogrs
aro Saivas and are the dovotees of Chunchunagirt Baire
Devary (9008800 e0estsds),  T'hey currya horn (307
which omits u sheill sound and Kemakshi mudra (FO8D
=0383) 5 and they annually send an olfering of monoy to
Buire Devary (838e5e30),  hig god they worship on Sun-
days if not daily, The Dasaris ave worshippers of Vishuu
and followers of Ramanujacharys. Their principal god 1d
Ranganatha on tho Biligiri Rangan hill.  Both theso mon-
dicant orders cat animal food aund drink aleoholic lguors,
Tho other Bestas ean intormarry with thom.

Tolasamren (FauRy) wile of Biligivi Ranga, Maram-
mg (PRTE ), Uttanahalbhywminag, (w8 8@ awEy, ) Patalam-
na (B8R, ), and Iilannna (F98Y,), uro their deitios. Thoso
have jurisdiction within coviain Tinils of territory, and aro
to bo annually propitiated for the welfare of the locality
by holding jalras ov festivals, on which occasions bullaloos,
gheep and fowls, aro often suerificed.  The romains of tho
amimals slanghtored for eacrifice aro partaken of by tho
people.  The caveasses of bulfuloos are given away to Mas
digas. Tndividual offerings are given altor overy recovery
from a bad diseaso such as small-pox and ¢holora, During
epidemic seasons, special olferings are made to tho local
doities o induee them 1o turn out tho intruding goddosses
of the prevailing epidemie.

Pujaris of this easte worship thoso deitios daily in the
tomples built for thom. Al tho annual lostivitios in front
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ol the templo of Maramma, o Sidi (R8) is playod. A por-
pendicular bowm ol about fiftoon leot supports and aobyg as
a pivol to another horizontal bonan, o the froo ond of the
latlior, a devotee who has made & vow suspends himsell by
gelting the hook passod through tho flesh at the back.
The beam ig turned round and when it complotes one tury,
the dovotee is takon down and ho falls prosirato before the
deity. Lhe priest thon gives him ['rasadn (R )Re8),

Noar the 8idi, ‘fire-troading’ takes place, A pib
about Y {ect by 8 fect with a depth of 4 feel is filled with
burning cinders.  Lhe dovotees tread the fire and walk the

whole length without wineing.

Natural objocts are reverod and are accorded the
ranks of fods and goddosses.  T'hus streams in high floods
are worshippod. A new cloth, inrmoric powder, and a padr
of now bamboo winnows are thrown in and {loated away with
the current. pnakosand ant-hills are no loss mportant ay
objoots of reverence., On Nugaru chouti day, puje iz mado
with flowers and incouse to serpent holes, and milk ig
poured for the snakos to drink. The snako idols, cul in
stone aud enshrined uunder Pecpul and Necin troes, ave
visitbod  witlh  povevonece.  Lialkshmidovi, (he goddess ol
woalth, is tho principal deity of the vasto, und they obsorve
a yourly festival in her honour, '

On the Mabanarami day, fishernon worship their nols,
and sultivators their ploughs,

This caste has o comparafivoly low status, Their
main occupations hyve boon fishing, limo burning and
palanquin-bearing and cultivation. O late the profession
of fishing is not looked upon as a respuctablo one, since it
leads to the killing ol muny living boings. Serving as
grooms, sweepors, and olephant drivors is also condemned.

Nots are propared by thom in the old faghion and thoy
never purchase them in thq bazuar or use thogo not
made by themselvos. Tho prm.uipf.a.l inglruments thoy use
for shing ave a cane with a long live, to which are atluch-
od a liook and baib ab tho end. Tho hugks or outor mead
ol grains woll botlod in water and formod 1nbo balls aro
nsod ag baib.  'These balls ave stuck to vho ground and a
gbick waving on walor indicatbes (heir position,  'I'he senoell
of tho balls atiracts fish and the fishormuen make a swocp
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o thom with their not where thoy gof, thomsolves on-
tangled  Harth worms aro usod [or tho cane lines as baib.

In their caste assomblies, an accused porson ov a wit-
ness 18 aid to liave sworn when he morely goes round thoe
gathering three times. Thoy do not usually toueh tho
fire, or any other objects to take tho oath.  Thoey beliove in
omons, oracles and soreary.

The sight of a Jackal and that of & toddy pol arg among
thoso regardoed as guspicions omens. Whon any sigkyess
visits o hopse, thoy consult Korachs soothgayors, to kuow
whother tho ailment is one gent by God or tho effoct, of an
evil eye. A new born child is givon a namie suggosted by
the soothsayer. In all ocases, children’s dizeases are
dingnosed; by tho soothsayor, and hig preseriptiofl regarding
diseasos caused by spirits 15 lollowod 1n dotail. For
oracles, they go to tomplos to consult tho presiding deity.
Il is asked to give fowers, and if a flowor drops down
tothe right of tho idol, it is takon as a favourable rosponse,
while flowers droppod, to the loft are tho reverae, If the
daity 18 reluclant to give any definile indication, he is coaxod
by, promises of offerings of amimals and money. [t is
believed by them thal no dovolee supplicating with a
faithiul spirit, has beon disappointed till the presont day.

They tie talismans of coppoer sheel beaton thin with
soma writing thorcon, called yantrq (6320@)), roumd their
arms as preventives againgt atlaocks of tho spirvits, Somo-
timos taalsinang serve Lo procuro for the woavoers children
or guccess 1 important undortakings.

The Tlesh of the [ollowing animals are allowed ta be
uged 8 food:—lowl, sheep, goat, crano, rvabhit, eracodila
ands tortoise. They novor cab fowls, sheep; goats, cranps,
or other highor order of animals withoul first oiforing
thom to their godg; and thoy indulge in such Inxuries
chiellty during festivals. Thoy consider il a virtue 1o
abstain from animal food.

They are ontitled to use, al their, marriages, a red
oloth eanopy and palanquin and umbrella. Tlorses may be
ridden by thom, Bomo Bestas of Nanjangud, do not usp a
palanquin, as onco upon o lime whon a brido and hbrido-
groom woroe going i il in & marringo procossion, it acci
dontally took firo and was I,



18

They belong to tha cighleon Phanas which are said to
be a romnant of the old trade gunilds. Thoy do not dine
with any of the nino Phanas who are their rivals,

In caste status, those arc higher than Vaddas and
Korachas, Thoy do not take tood with Waddas, Korachas,
Barbors and Agasas, though all these latier cat in the houses
ol Bestas.

Boslas are tho wusval Pujaris of Yellamma and
Maramma,
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