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BIT.I MAGGA,

A gub-division of the weaver caste is known as those Name.

of Bili Magga (e, white loom) from the white muslin
and other cloth they genorally produce. The term is con-
sidered by the caste as one of reproach and they call
themsclves Kurnvina Sethi or Kuaruvine Banajiga the
meaning ol which is notl cloar.

Sottl is the surnamo of the caste and is apponded to
the personal namo at thoe ond.

No information ig available about their origin, These
belong to the Kannada country, and profess to be the

| X r 1
divoct offspring of Tsvara and Pdarvati,

Thoy form a population numbering about 10,000,
Thoy spoak Kannada, hut it is said that thero are some in
South Kanara who ugo the local languago, Tulu,

The casto contains two endogamons divisions, namoly,
those that are Lingayats and those that are not, lingayals.
Thore ig no intermarringes bobwoen thom, but the non-
Lingayat Bili Magga mon eat in tho houses of those that
have embracod the Lingayal roligion, bul not wice wersa.
In somo placos tho Tidngayat portion of the casle ig ocalled
Dodda (or big) Kuruvinavaru and tho non-Lingayal section
Chikka (or little) Kuruvinavarn.

Tho ocaste 18 divided into sixiy-six exogamous divi-
siong* divided into two groups rospoctively known as tho
Siva and the Parvati group or tho male and tho female
group, each group containing thirty-three gdiras, with the
usnal prohibition against tho intermarriage betweon thoso
bearing the samo family name, Most of thoso names are
taken from planis, animals, implements, cte., but il is diffioult
to trace any totomistic suporstitions among thom. Thoy
seem to Lhink that il is a gin to injuro theso articles.

lnjupls

* Namos of Wxogamous divisions arve {o be found in the Appendix,
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They have no hyporgamous divisions,

Porsonal ~ [ho porsonal names ave the dilforont names hy which

LG8 Fswara nnd Pdevali aro known, Thoy say that thoy have
no suporsbition i tho naming of childron. 'T'ho namo.
aiving coromony takos placo on the eloventh day ov so alftor
tho Dirth of a child, Tt is uwvmod uwlter the namos of its
grandfather or grandmothor, Tt the firsh horn cbildron
aroe dead, tho succeading chilll g gonoeally given an
opprobrious namo, such as Kada (jungle), Gundu (round
stono) or Swdughda (burial  gronnd).

Tho following may he taken as typieal nanes i—

Males. ITemulos.
Basappa (&7y), Bugamma (@??53-}9).
Nallvppa (B8, Nalamma (FWS,),
Siddappa 88,3,), Siddamma (RgRy).
Révanue (3858}, (anganunn (ReNad),),

Adoplion iy vecognized  in the easte, bul tho hoy
adopled may marry, ibis stafod, in {he honsa he s adopled
to, A daughtor’s son may be adoptad.

ARPiRgO, Theve is no ago rostrietion for oligibility Lo marry in
oither gox, Marvingos of givlg of ton or twelve ure morve
common than those aftor puborly, asibis considorod not,
honorablo to take a givl that hay drivon catilo ab hor’
[athor’s honso,  T'hoy say thab their givls neor 1ot remain
without marringo for a long time since husbands aro

cagily availablo,

A man may nmmrry his elder or younger sistor’s
danghtor or patornal sunt’s or malernal unele’s danghter,
One may mwrry two sistors ab dilforont {imos, and two'
brothers also mny waery two sistors,  Ixchango ol daugh-
torg is also allowed, '

t

Diflerencos in sootal status or in logaliby have no theo-
rotteal value in maiters of marringo ; nor occupalion eithor,
excopt snoh as ontails loss of caste, as fov oxamplo, remov-
ing night-s0il or monding shoos,

As rogards marvingo coromonios both the divisions
observe the samo, bub while the non-lingayat. Kuavruvinae
vara invike Brohnang to officiate al their mamriages, the,
Liugayat porbion prefor o Jangamn, in whos» ubsenco a
Brahman will Lo enllod.

_—
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Thay have a proliminary ongagement called Vilyada
Nagtea (MYgdeR ) some days bofove the warviage. The
bridegroom and his party go to the bride’s house carrying
the auspicions articles such as betel-leaves, areca-nuts,
flowers, jaggory, parched Bengal gram aud fruits, with a
new sddi, Tho olders of {tho caste meet ilhore on the
ocoasion when the promise 18 made and the day of marri-
ago and obher dotails are settled. ‘The castomen are in-
vited Lo a dinner,

The marriage takes place in tho bride’s house and
continnes for seven days. 'tho essential portion of the
cereniony is kuown ag the pouring of the dhdre.

Tho first day is the worshipping of their family god
Nilakanthdswara, 'This 1s in  other castes known as Déva-
rita, The bride and tho bridegroom are smeared with
turmoerie 1n thoir own houses, "'his 18 known Moda-
lavsing (S#0UWORR) or Madavaniga Sdstra (32858058 )+

The scrond day 18 known as Nadu Madavaniga Sdstra.
(SA:s3ms3ebnieax j) thal ig the soocond smearing of turmerio to

bride and the bridegroom.

The thivd day is the Pandal erceting ceremony (or
@wow), A pandal is raised in frout of the mariage hounse
and 18 suppovted by twolve posts wid voofed with the
stalks of sngavecano, A platlorm s eveoted for the sitting
of bride and bridegroom in mwrviage., The rool overs
hanging the platform 18 gonerally cunopied with a white
oloth, The bride and bridogroom are anointed and bathed
and smoared with saflvron and the brude is dressed in a
cloth dyed yellow, with turmerie powder, and the hride-
groom (resses himsoll in a white suib of clothes,

Then the brother of the bride goes In statc to an
[ndinn fig beeo (®830) and aftor duing the uwsual pije
to it culs a broneh and bringing il In provession fo the
wa viage pandal, tics 16 o bhe conbral pallar on the marri-
age plotform. T'his is oonsidered as the Hdilu *Kambha
(ogerd) or the milk post.  To it a Lankupe and a
bundle of nine kinds of grain  (893%%) are tied and wor-
shipped. Then married women go to the potier’s house
and bring Lwelve carthen pols or Avtvéng (Eﬁﬁﬁ‘?&éﬁ'if )Y, These
are again carried by the married women (8% 3uta) to g
well whore thoy fill them with wator and brag  them to

Hﬁl‘iﬁ-.-lu—-l

¥ T4 1y snid thad tho fathor of the hreide muy uol loueh either the
itk posh ov the Dhashing,
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ARTS murringo houso.  Thoso pols nro kepl in o soparate:
room and worghippod during tho wmuarriage period.

. On the thivd duy, dhdre takos place.  HKarly in {he
morning' five maryed womaon earry live now carthon pots to
o Lank o bring snered walber (Wiyﬁmﬁﬁ) for tho marviago,
Aftor thoy roturn in procession accompanied with the
Leating of drwms and tho sounding of cymbals, the bride
and bho bridegroom aro gealed in the marvingo pandal
within tho square lormoed by placing four vossols al each
cornor of ib, tho filth pobt being placed ab tho milk post
on tho marringe diag,  In cach of these poty botel-loaves,
turmorie and kunkwmng wre thrown awd thoy aro connoetod
with ono anothor by moeans of a coblon throad passing
throo limes round thoiwr nocks,  Thon the bride and the
bridegroom are bathod in this square and aro given [regh
clothoy, T'his coremony is oculled Swryi and oorrosponds
to malantin (FUNXW) in pthor caslos,

The bridegroom s led wbo o temple or Lo a rola
live’s howse whore he takos his soal on o blankot.
The party ol tho bride go thoro with a Kuluge, smoa
the bridegroom with turmeric and bring him to the bride’s
house, Thou tho bridegroom comos seafed on o bull with
a cluggoer in hig bands. o 19 lod on to the marriage dias
and made Lo stund Tacing tho brido with a soreon bebweon.'
As tho Purdhit repeals the appropriale muniras, the bride-
pours the milk over the hands of the bridegroom, The
boy is mado to U the ff vound the neek of the girl and
tho guosls assombled  lhrow ahshelo (¥FE) or ooloved,
rico over their hoads by way of Dblessing,  An dratl is poeres
formed to tho couple by married women and fdmbidle digs,
tributed {o tho assewbly,  Thoe pair wow rise holding  each,,
oblwr with thoir fingors and having tho homs of thoir gap.’
ments tied togelher and go round the milk post threo times
olleving nwmaskdre 1o it. Thon they robire to the rooms
in which the pofs are placod wwd offer piju Lo thome
Thon the puir and five nraried couple on oither side sit Lo eabs
blibine (¥9%9),  Cooked ricr, ghou, aud sweoet cakos (‘3‘%‘%‘3‘5’2?
are mixed and sorvedin twvo culing dishes (3#ARY), A{one's
of thom tho bridogroom and fve marriod couplo ol high
parly, ab tho other the bride wnd five married couple of
hor party sib and eal bhe fvod so served. d

A
Tho noxt day is known ay Ndgaveli (@NR9), The-iﬁ
ceremonios observed aro tho simo as In obher castes, suchh
a8 bringing aut-hill cavth and worshipping tho pillary of tlig
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Pandal (R o®&r%®), 'T'he sucoesding two days are spent by

the bridal pair going to the bridegroom’s house and return-
ing to the bride’s house.

The expouses of the marmage to be borno hy tho
bridegroom vary from IRs. 100 to Rs, 200 and the bride prico
is Rs, 20.

Marriages arc arrangod by the pavents or other clders
ag among other castos,

They soom to have no traditions about the capture of
wives [rom other triboes. .

When a girl ronches puborty, sho is kept  outside tho
house in a small roon for threo days, On the tourth day she
ig hathed bud her pollution romains for ten days to coms,
During this period the girl 1s not allowed to enter the
kitchen and touch water used for the preparation of food
and for drinking purposes. On the cleventh day the Touse
is waghed and cleaned and menires are recitod by Janga-
mnas or Brahmans, 1f she is alvoady married, her nuptials
will be colebrated within sixteen days alter her attaining
puberty.

Tho custom of mock marriages to trees and such other
objects for lack of roal husbands doos not prevail {n the
castc,

| Bven il o warvinge iy colobrated during infauey, tho
giv] will not: be soub to live with her husband but s allow-
- od to remain in her paronts’ house Gill she attains puberty
- and hor marriage is consummated. In case of marriage after
~ puberby, a separate cevemony 18 performed on a subsequent
' day determincd as augpicious by an astrologer, when the

husband and wife begin to live together. When a girl is
* gent to her hushand, new clothg, jewals, household utensily,
cows and such other things according to the means of the
parents, arvo presented to hor,

s

i

Re-marringe of widows is pormitted. Bul such re-mar-
riod womon are prohibited [rom taking part in auspioious
i ceremonios, A widow is nob allowed to marry her hus-
“hand’s brothers. Sho can marry in any other division
Yhan the one in which she was born. Tho form of marriage
- geremony consisis merely in the hnsband tying the ¢dyi on
¥ gn evening Lo the neck of his wile and giving & dinner 1o
i the casto mon, Rogulurly married women do not attond
éﬁé}lﬂh INBLIIALUS,
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Snoh marringes avo not rogurdisd favorably by
endto, nnd the offspring aro considored 1o Lo somowhy
tnlovior in sintus Lo obhowrs, ub any rde for o gonoration
bwa, after which such origin is {orgotton.  OF course eh\&
dren of one hugband do wot inhertt {vom the othov.

Sexual Tieense bolove mareiago is nob. connivod al 1) L
il a girl is found to be prognand bofore marringe, sho is il
oul. ol cusio, 1

Aduitery on the purt of tho women s tho only recop:
nized ground of divorce.  When with o man of tho say
easto 1b 18 compowndnd  somothnes, bub with s oulsider it
always brings on degradation and oxeommunication, |

Thoy tnvariably bury 1ho dead.  Thoy turn tho head
of tho dowtl body towads tho South.  Their € sk’ fop
tho dead Tasis twelve days oxeepl {or ehildren under ong
yoar, whon 1b iy three days, During this poriod of pollutios
thoy do nob enter the inncr apsrtimonty of thoe house,  Thy
fancral coromonial is the same a8 for tho Iingaynbs geng
rally, ;

;
1

They say thoy porlorm Sradda for tho propitintiol
of  dead porson which consists in giving raw provision
to Drahungug or Janguuns, This coremony is uol porform
ol Lov thoso who diod childloss or {op maternal wneostors
Il obsequiial coromonios aro nob obsorved for those wh
mob with a violont denth, -

11 tho fivst wifo has died, tho sveond wife propitiabed
hor by vbserving n fenst i hor honor oue day in the yeul
and feoding mamied women and giving thom prosonts GE
bodice, cloths, frwls and fowors,  Thoey do not bury with
the dead any wrticlos oxeopt ashos.

I sociul mabbors such oy contaclh with 13 'uhmuu%
onbry inbo  bomplos, porsonal servige h%r washerien, el
they have the stalus of the higher Sudra classos,

Those that wewr tho Linga do not eat the fosh
anittials or deink liquor, bul those that de not wear a L
oab mutton and tho flosh of fowls aned dreink liquor on 1

tive days,  Those who do not wear the Iinga eat onlyi
tho honges of Bralhmans, |

The lubis of Vho ecasto s sotbled,  'They do nob adt)
oubsittory mio tho eanto,
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Thoy follow the ITindu Law in the mattor of inhorii-
ance, 1hey havo no hereditary chiols bt infringement
of tho rules of the caste is punished by Jangamas who are
bound to follow tho advico of the elders of the tribe. Should

he {fault bo of such magnitude as to require excommunica-
ion, an assombly of tho heads of families settles the question.

They arc Hindug by religion and belong to the Lin« Religion.
rayat sect by faith. Thero are some who wear tho Linga,
incd some others who do nob wear it, but all the same
{1 of them prefoss to belong to ono of the tribes of pure
%au&xjigas and to bo capable of being appointed to pricst-
100d.

Their chiof objects of worship are Linga and the
Jull,* tho embloms of Iswara, Thoyalso worship Nila-
antdsvara and Navasimbaswioi, Thoir womon worship
Ml the villnge gods exoopl thoso particularly helonging
o the Holdyas. Fruils and {lowors arc offored to Méramma
wd other minor deities during times of opidemics.
Worship of these poddessos and Saktis is confined {o
yomou, Lhay have na (aith in the vittne of fl‘ﬂ;:_e;-f'il‘t.—‘.r'.t,
hat is, peraong who died bachelors,

Their Gurus are the game as thogse of the Pan-
hama Bagajigas,  Their fivo chiof mathas are callod the
Simhisanas of Parvata at TTampi, Virdpiksha noar Tunga-
shadra, Ujjint, Baléhalli and Chitradurg, TMiese can ho
nitiated inbo tho saered orders of tho caste,

Sangambsvara is their patron God, 1le is supposod to be
sresant 10 bazasrs and is worshipped 11 the opeaing of faive,
Ihoge that do not weur tho Linga and a few ol those who
woar the Linga omploy Brahmans for roligious and core-
monial purposes. An asirologer 1s genorally consulted
for the fixing of yproper days [or marriages and fov
commencing to huild housos.

Their original and present prevailing occupation 18 Occupation,
woaving. Some are engaged m morcaniilo pursuibs,

All of thom work on the old kind of simple loom set
up in oach house. 'Thoy arc not 1n o Hoarishing condibion,
There arc low agriculturists and no fishermon among them.,
The Lingsyal portion of the caste are vogetarians bus the
non-Lingayats are flesh oeators and drink hquor.

g - Y agm e T ] gy’ T - -y o o g Uk e Ak

* One poouline eustom among them is that they never geld bulls,

. iialy



8
APPENDIX,

[ist of GHdbeas* or uxogamons divisions,

Agart (Lri0) A kind of grass
Anchu (908¥)) Border

Anche (watk)

Arasine (SUNT) Turmoric

A're (¥0) Pesilo

A'vya &

DBuhind (2800

Baypaje (WEs)

Basawt (2AD)

Banng (03 Banni {roe
Bande (o) Cart

Beyppe {3‘333%) Bubley

Bhigi (DY)

Bi o (W) White

e (W)

Dheimae (&)

Duygu G

Gadige (ran) ol

Guruda (Tdon) Brahman kito
Gepasi (1eond)

(ilkils (P 0)

Gadduge (rioy,N)

(fauda (77°4) IToadlman
(idu (TWR)) Nost,

(farige (riort) An eurthen vossel
Gudla (TR ) A shad

(Tundu (Tho) Bouklox

Haligo (BOR) A plank

% Thore avo said (o ho only sixty-six of those divisions in the caste,
Bub, this it conlping move than this numbor, Some of them may be’
hovse nMnes,



Halu
Heggdtrae
Haptu
ol
Longe
Liwllu
Hingu
Inachi
.f"}'tb?_z,i
Jali
Jivige
Jugja
K udle
Kalle
Katie
Kddu
Kannt
Kara
Kédaye
Kamadi
Nenge
Kenjo
Késart
Kinkila
Kudure
Kurupe
Iunge
Maradu
Mallige
Menasu
Midiehi
M
Mutin
Muddu
Nara
Nada

(Eﬁ?r'l'&.n )
(F82))
(88333
(ﬂu@&)
G
(EE’J N )
(E"’Gm )
(ras-ae& J
(90159'5 )
kﬁé}éﬁ) )
(250N
(woa:s)

(T%,)
=%)

(F5%)
(‘ﬁ"ﬂ'}ﬁ; ]
(¢
(%°)
(%’Qﬁﬁ )
(’E‘ N 2)
(ﬁd’uﬁ )
('# nw)
(FR)
(Fode)
(=a'a ARt} )
(%"aﬁaaﬁ)
( T néﬁ)
(ziad'e’o)
(aia o )
(aﬁa 3r N )
(22)
(Be5)
(328
(sﬂaawga)

(%)
(¥%)

Y
Milk

Flour

IField -

A treo (Pongamian glabra)
Grrags

Asufostida

A squirrel

A pot

IKind of tree

Cumin seed

Bengal gram
Kind of plant
Boundary
Forest

A. rope

T'ho pandanus fowor

Saffron

Horse
Sparrow
Tank
Sand
Jasmin

Pepper

A rope
Thorn



Nellu

Nughoh
Ny
larama
Balsha
Lihl
k?'ﬂri'ﬂ Dy

Sampige
Samasdra
Soppu
Sty
Stndhy
Salige
Ultamn,
V riksha
Vayishabha,
Vanl,
Yemme

(3

()

Paddy
Broken corn
Dorpoud

A fabulous animal.
Name of a flower

Vogetablo greons
e Sun

Thwo

Bull

Bulfalo



