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CHAPTER L.

THE battle of Mejdelmoosh plaeed the government
of the Lehanon in the hands of the Emir Alama-
- deen and the Emir Asaff Safa, who proceeded to.
- render themselves acceptable in the eyes of the
‘Pashas by doubling the miri, and exercising the
severest exactions to enforce its payment. 'The
" Emir Milheim Maan retired unmolested to the
- Shoof, and for the moment escaped the researches
of the Turkish authorities. The property of the
-ﬂMa,ans however, became the especial object of
spoliation;* and while the Yemeni faction in the
Druse thountains, acting in the name and sanc-

tioned by the authority of the Turkish Govern-
VOL. III. B



2  DIRECT DOMINION.

ment, -'satié.i;ed _j:_he‘ir rancorous hostility against
their rivals by deeds of plunder and devastation,
the Safas, on their part put mtt} execution their
long-harboured desu'e for revenge on the Maronite
Sheiks of the House of Haazin, who had ever been
| th'e firm and constant supporters of the Emir
Fakaradeen, by similar measures of destruction.
‘Heading in person some chosen bands, the Emir
Ali Alamadeen ravaged the Metten, the Ghurb,
and the Joord, and not a village or house that was
suspected of partiality to the Keisey, was left with-
out marks of his brptal retaliation.

~ The Turks, applauding a line of conduet, which,
~ though it promised to leave the finest parts of the
- Lebanon bare and desolate, promoted their own
views of weakening and enfeebling it, reYgarded
the Emir Ali for his activity by giving him the
government of Djebail, Batroon, and Kesrouan;
hoping, by means of such an uhscrupulﬂus partizan,
to render these provinces In their turn so weak and
1mp0verlshed as to be unable to oppose any barrier
to the exercise of the direct dominion, which they
contemplated erecting over the haughty sd war-
like mountaineers of the Lebanon. . The'spirit of



DIFFICULT DEFILE, * - 3

the Keisey faction seems to have. b'e_e_n',éoﬁsidera-bly |
broken by such a series of Inisfdr:tuu'aﬁ“and reverses,
and no attempt was made fc:r nany years to re-
deem their fallen fortanes, =~ |

. At length, in the year 1651; the Emir Milheim
Maan, in conjunction with the Shehaab Emirs of
~ Wady Tame, resolved to make a strenuous effort
to shake off the domineering insolence of the
Yemeni. No sooner was the aésembling of their
- forces generally made known, than the Emir Ali
Alamadeen, leaving Beyrout, which had been the
place of his residence and the seat of his jurisdie-
tion, proceecied to Damascus, and craved the assis-
tance of the Turkish troops; offering at the same
time a large sum of money, for the passession of
the Shoof. Ilis demands were readily acceded to,
and a considerable force placed at his disposal.
' But scarcely had he re-entered the Wady Urn—a,
difficult defile between Damascus and the Bekaa—

than he found himself vigorously attacked by the
Shehaabs, who -had rapidly advanced from Hasbeya,
~on the news of his advance, to intercept his return.
This uncxpected onset proved completely suc-

cesstul, and the Turkish troops were driven back
B 2



1 QUARREL AND CONTENTION.

in confusion, while the Emir Ali, severely wounded,
effected a hasty retreat to Damascus.

On making his appearance before the Pasha, the
latter loudly upbraided him for his cowardice, and
ot the same time, accusing him of treachery and
treason, had him thrown into prison; thus the
zealous promoter of Turkish designs on the Leba-
non became, in his turn, the victim of their vacil-
lating and perfidious policy : for the Pasha, treating
mlsfurtune and want of success as a crime, trans-
ferred his favour and countenance to the Shehaabs
and the . Maans, and, sending them Pelisses of
honour, confirmed them in the goverm{}ent of their
respective districts.

The BEmir Milheim enjoyed comparative peace
for the remaining few secars of his life, whick ter-
minated in the family palace at Sidon, July 16th,
1659. The Lebanon obtained a slight respite
from its distractions, but its wounds were never
destined to be entirely healed; for every new
Pasha who came from Constantinople, systemati-
cally opened fresh causes of quarrel and contention
among its chiefs, &s though a maliciodis and

avenging demon had .it in commission from on



EXTRAORDPINARY CONTINGENCY. 5!

High, to stamp this fair land with an abiding
curse ! |

The Emir Ali Alamadeen died of the plague at
'Damascus, in the year 1661; and the same year,
Achmet Pasha, lately appointed Governor of Syria,
signalized the commencement of his administration
by a night march on Hasbeya and Rascheya, in
the hope of seizing the Shehaab Emirs. They
fortunately escaped, but their palaces were burned
. ‘and razed to the ground, and all the trees of every
description on their valuable and extensive de-
mesnes, either rooted up or cut down. Terror-strirck
b} this act of baseness and perfidy, the Keisey fled
the country; the Maans going 1:0 the Houran, and
the Shehaabs to Djebail-il- Aala, near Aleppo.

Amﬂmfr themselves of this extraordmary con-

tmn‘ency, which left the Lebanon deprived of its
! long-accustomed chiefs, some of the Druse Sheiks,
+ who had hitherto played but a very secondary and
inconsiderable part in the general affairs of the
Mountain, presented themselves before Achmet
‘Pasha and volunteered their services. He de-
manded* from them money and provisions for the

army, and, upon their taking on themselves the



6 FALET SAIDA.

responsibility of satisfying his utmost possible
wants in those respects, the rule of the Shoot was
conferred on Sheik Serhal Amad. At the same
time, one of the sons of the Kmir Ali Alamadeen
was appointed to-the post which had been occu-
pied by his father.

The most notable of the Lebanon Emirs being
thus driven into exile, the Porte thought the
occasion opportune for extending its immediate
authority over the Mountain; and In the year
- 1668, Mohammed Pasha was sent 10 establish a
seat of government at Sidon, which, ever since
the Crusades, had been the favourite residence of
the Maans, who, it will be remembered, had
-~ wrested it from the Franks by their prowess and
valour; and his jurisdiction, embracing the whole
mountain range parallel with Beyrout, Sidon,
Tyre, and Acre, and including these scaports,
reccived the appellation which it still retains, of
Ealet Saida.

One of the first acts of this Turkish officer, no
doubt prompted by higher authority, was one of
baseness and treachery. | By repeated progiises of

forgiveness and protection, he lured the two sons



STRENGTH AND DEXTERITY. 7

of the Emir Milheim Maan, the Emirs Turcomas
and Achmet, out of their retreat, and appointed
the plainse of the river Kasmeea, near Sidon, as a
place of rendezvous. Going out in person to meet
them, he disarmed all their suspicions, by the
courtesy and affability of his discourse, promised
- them a speedy restoration of their i}roperties, and,
~ placing the Pelisse of honour on their shoulders
with his own hand, cautioned them to merit by

_ their loyalty and obedience, the Sultan’s returning
favour. .
On the following morning, as they were pre-
paring to take their departure, they were suddenly
attacked by the Pasha’s guards, who fell upon
them with a vigour and ruthlessness which too
clearly indicated their deadly intentions. The
Emir Turcomas was killed on the spot, but his
brother, the Emir Achmet, partly owing to the
confusion of the moment, but chiefly to his extra-
ordinary strength and dexterity, managed to cut
his way through the miscreants, and, mounted on
a thorough-bred Arab mare, soon found himself
once mdre on the borders of the desert. The un-

popularity of the Yemeni Emirs, who owed their
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elevation entirely to the selfish and tortuous policy
of the Turks, who thought by their means more
effectually to accomplish and keep up thair projects
of disunion, and consequent weakness, amongst the
Mountain chiefs, began, neverthéless, to become
more and more apparent; and when the Emir
Achmet Maan, after a lapse of two years, and
following the example of his father, once more
presented himself 1n the Shoof, he found the popular
voice ready to declare in his favour. The removal
~ of Mohammed Pasha tended likewise to favour the
consummation of his wishes,

In the spring of 1670, he fearlessly commenced
~offensive operations against his rival; and de-
-scending with some thousand followers into the
plain of Beyrout, advanced on that town, with the
intention of wresting it from the hands of the
Emir Mousa Alamadeen, who held it on the part
of the Turkish Government. The latter having
led out the few tmops he had at his command,
and summoned by war signals such of the moun-
taineers as were disposed to join his standard, the
two parties joined in conflict in the olive wood

which is adjacent to the Burj-il-Barajany. The
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tmpetuosity of the Emir Achmet's attack, however,
overthrew all obstacles, and the Yemeni, after a
slight resistance, were driven back in confusion to
the sea-coast, and finally dispersed amongst the
‘precipices of the Dog River.,

- Entering Beyrout in triumph, the Emir Achmet
immediately despatched messengers to Djbel-il-
‘Aala, and informing the Shehaabs. of his success,
nvited them to return and take possession of their
h--ﬁsmily appanages of Hasbeya and Rascheya. The
rejoieings which now took place in the Druse
mountains, clearly evinced the sense which was
generally entertained of Turkish tyranny and
intrigue. The exactions which had been imposed
on the peasants by the Yemeni, for the purpose
of satiating the boundless rapacity of their masters,
had utterly 1mpoverished, and in some instances
depopulated, some of the finest districts in the
Lebanon. '

So appalling was the ruin which they had been

made Instrumental in effecting, that when at a
later period, the Emir Achmet Maan was offered
the government of Djebail, he positively refused

it, as a charge which would entail on him the
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necessity of taxing a people, who were already
reduced to the last stages of poverty and misery.
It is not wonderful, thercfore, that the Keisey Emirs
were hailed as deliverers by the mountaineers,
-_ and that their return to the Shoof was accom-
panied by the most heartfelt acclamations. The
occasion was deemed propitious to the celebration
of nuptial festivities, and the Emir Achmet Maan

gave his only daughter in marriage to the Emir
. Mousa Shehaab.

It is remarkable, that for the space of twenty
years, the Turks seem to have abstained from any
direct intervention in the affairs of the Mountain.
Like the picadore, who plunges his dart into the
bull’s neck, and then leaves it to writhe and
plunge In its intolerable angunish, so dogs the
Turkish government at times shake its standards
on the Lebanon, and after having directed its
efforts to envenom and inflame the wounds of party-
hate and faction, withdraws for a time, leaving
it a prey to the self-consuming and exhausting
torments of intestine bloodshed and commotion.
Though repeatedly a victim to this atrocious policy,

fortunately the present interval proved to it one
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of comparative repose. For the Emir Achmet
Maan, inheriting in many respects the qualities of
his distinguished ancestor, conciliated rival anti-
pathies by the candour and generosity of his pro-
ceedjngs; while the Yemeni faction, no longer
encouraged and countenanced by the Turkish
Pasha, fell into that natural disrepute and insig-
nificance which attends the disruption of a fictitious
position, .
| ‘His almost self-assumed authority was cheerfully
acknbﬁledged'throughout the whole extent of the
‘Mountain; and, though he could not entirely check
the 'oppressive impositions of the Mohammedan
chiefs, who ruled in its more northern portions; yet
the districts which were under his more immediate
controband superiatendence, were ever open to all
who sought there an asylum. K from wrongs and
' ".FEX-ﬂtiﬂI'lS, which they were unable either to support
or to resist. Not only some Maronites, but several
Metunali families availed themselves of this advan-
tage to remove into the Ghurb, the Joord, and the
Shoof, from the upper districts of Djebail and
Batroonp to escape the tyranny of the Metuali
Sheiks of the House of Hamadi. When, howev-er,
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these chiefs extended their excursions inte the
plains, and even menaced the Kesrouan with their
lawless depredations, the Emir Achmet deemed it
necessary to take measures for repressing their
 overbearing audacity, and marchiné a considerable
force upon the high grounds of Meneytri, attacked
them 1n the midst of their strongest holds.
Whatever might have been the ultimate result
of his measures in this respect, his praiseworthy
resolutions were suddenly checked, in the year
1693, by an imperial Firman, which was communi-
cated to him by the Pasha of Sidon, appeinting
the Emir Mousa Alamadeen Governor of the Le-
banon. To give effect to and support this sudden
and unexpected change, the varigus Pashas of
Da.mascus, Sidon, and Tripoli sent their contingents
of troops, and a body of nearly 20,000 men was
speedily concentrated in the Bekaa, |
The Emir Achmet, in order to avoid the deso-
lating consequences of a civil war, which he felt
the Turks were anxious to entail upon the Lebanon,
hesitated not to vacate his post and withdraw him-
self altogether from the scene, and secreted himself

at Hasbeya, amongst his relations of the House of
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ﬁehaab. The Druse Sheiks of the Keisey party
no longer delayed, in the absence of their chief,
giving in their adhesion to the Govermﬁent; and
the Nekads, Eids, and Amads, even the Haazims
.- from the Kesrouan, went to the Bekaa to salute
the Mushir. This general submission averted the
~advance of the Turkish army; and the Pashas,
congratulatihg themselves on their well-timed and
. successful demonstration, drew off their respective.
-~ forces. ' The real sentiments of the Druse Sheiks,
| who now found themselves placed in a situation to
“act an important and influential part in the affairs
of the' Mountain, failed not soon to discover them-
selves ; and the Emir Mousa Alamadeen, though
nominally installed at Deir-el-Kammar, soon expe-
riencedy that an authority destitute of the sincere
support of the chiefs by whom he was surrounded,
» Was vain and 1llusory. - Secret communications
were opened between the latter and the Emir
" Achmet Maan. Emissaries, principally consisting
of experienced Druse Ockals, whose admirable tact
and prudence so peculiarly fit them to be CDI]Spi-.
i‘ators, gradually arranged and matured the mazes®

of a wide-spread confederacy, until at length the
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disaffection became so general.and apparent, that
the Emir Mousa, anxious to escape from a thraldom
both painful and degrading, fled in disguise to
Sidon, and poured out his griefs to Mustapha
~ Pasha.

No sooner was his flight discovered, than the
Keisey, assembling the principal leaders of their
party, took the novel course of petitioning that
Turkish functionary to intercede with the Sultan
for the restoration of the Imir Achmet Maan.
The latter, on his part, seconded these proposals
with costly presents, and promises of an increased
revenue to the government. The Pasha, satisfied
with these acts of deference, and feeling pro-
bably the risk and inutility of attempting to
thwart so decided a manifestation of public opinion,
wrote to Constantinople, representing the aspect
of aﬁ'airs, and 1n a few months an Imperial man- _
date arrived, formally invesﬂng the Emir Achmet
Maan with the title and functions of Governor of -
the Lebanon.
~ The Emir survived these events about five years;

- and as he died without leaving any sons, and was

himself moreover the only surviving male member
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of the House of Maan, the Mountain chiefs took
the earliest opportunity after his decease, to select
& noble whom they might present to the Pasha of

Sidon, as a worthy candidate for the dignity which
had become vacant.
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CHAPTER IL

THE Christian and Druse Emirs now convened a
general meeting, on the plains of Sumkaneea, be-
tween Deir-el-Kammar and Muctara, in the year
1698, when it was decided to call upon the Emir.
Bechir, son of the Emir Hossein Shehaab of Ras-
cheya, to assume the gwefmnent of the Mountain.
Although Druses, the claims of the House of Ala-
madeen were almost unanimously put aside; and
it is a fact which deserves to be remembered, that
it is to the influence of the Druse Chiefs that the
family of Shehaab principally owed their intro-
 duction to the Lebanon, and their elevation to the
rank and power which they enjoyed there. for
nearly a century and a half.

" The choice was so far approved of py Sultan’
Mustapha, that he confirmed the Emir Bechir in
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the post to which the general voice had raised him,
not however as Governor, but as Regent for the
Emir Ileider, a boy of twelve years of age. This
singular exception seems almost to warrant the
supposition, that the principle of hereditary descent

was intended to be admitted by the Porte, in its

disposal of so responsible an office. For the Emir

Heider was the son of the daughter of the Emir
- Achmet Maan, the last of his race, by her marriage
~ with the Emir Mousa Shehaab. The admission
likewise of the right of the feudal chiefs to choose
their ruler, would seem at first view to infer a

liberal and considerate policy. But the principles

of popular election involved in itself seeds of
anarchy and confusion, too valuable to be lost
sfght, ok by the Turkish Government; and it will
be seen henceforward, that the Pashag appointed

. to regulate the general affairs of the Mountain,

dexterously availed themselves of the conflicting
interests which spring out of such a system, to
. carry on their own designs for creating disuniom
and 1ndulging their personal rapacity.
The year 1700 was signalized by a rebellion on
the part of the Metualis inhabiting the mountains
VOL. III, ¢ |
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above Sidon and Tyre, a district, strictly speaking,
not included within the range of the Lebanon, but
more or less connected with 1ts destinles, as coming
under the jurisdiction of the Pasha of Ealet Saida.
- The Emir Bechir, called upon by Raslan Pasha to
march against the insurgents, who were headed by
Sheik Mishrif Xreer, assembled a force of 8000
~ mountaineers, and penetrating into Belad Bshaara,
- succeeded in quelling the spirit of disaffection.
The general popularity of the Emir Bechir was
such as might have induced him, as the period
approached for the resignation of his office, to aim
at endeavouring to keep the power in his own
hands; and it is not improbable that means might
have been found to satisfy his ambition in this
respect. His own immediate relations, howeser, and
more particularly those interested in the advance-
ment of the young prince, determined, by one of those
unscrupulous measures so common in the East, to
thwart eflectually such untimely pretensions.

. Under the fairest appearances of friendship, the
Emir- Bechir was invited by them to Hasbeya.
His young nephew was instructed to pay him every

possible mark of courtesy and respect, and festi-
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vities were prolonged, with all the usual accom-
paniments of horsemanship, singing, and rejoicing,
in & manner to charm and gratify their unsuspicious
_ Visitor. At last, in one of those moments of tem-

‘porary oblivion, produced by the constant round of

the jovial cup, and when, according to Eastern
usages, sweetened confectionary is introduced to
give a zest and variéty to the palling senses, a
plate was placed near the Emir containing white
and red-coloured sugar-plums. Two of the Emirs
engaged to accomplish the fatal plot, sitting near
and sharing the contents-of the dish, occaslonally,
with the usual marks of hilarity and mirth, signi-
fied their sense of respect and affection, by picking
out the red sugar-plums (which had been poisoned )
and pressing them on their guest’s attention, who
cheerfully accepted and swallowed the proffered
-selectmn
The sudden arrival of some messengers from
Safet, demanding the Emir's immediate presence,
prematurely brﬂke up the festal meeting; and, as
dawn of day, amldst the warmest expressions of
devotion 4nd attachment, the Emir bade farewell
to his relations, and took his departure from his
c 2
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ancestral abode. On crossing the Jordan, a slight
faintness seized him, which he attributed to the
indulgence of the preceding days. As he passed the
waters of the Lake of Houlé, his silver tankard could
- hardly supply fast enough the cravings of his raging
thirst. The Lake of Tiberias burst upon his burn-
ing eye-balls like a sea of molten lead; and, as he
turned to ascend the mgged. pass which leads to
Safet, the deadly poison curdling in his veins, too
truly warned him of his wretched fate.

He died in that fortress, after an illness of three
days; and, in the year 1708, the Emir Heider, at
the age of eighteen, assumed the functions of Ruler
of the Lebanon, which had already been provision-
ally securjed- to him. The Emir Bechir had been
called to the mountains of Safet to SUppxess some
new machinations on the part of Sheik Mushrif
Xreér; and the Emir Heider, anxious to display-
his courage and zeal, followed up the measupes of
his predecessor. Formally declaring that Metuali
Chief to have forfeited his post and flIIthi.{]IlS, he

appointed in his place the Druse Sheik Abou Har-

~moosh; and, giving him a sufficient force, sent
him to govern Belad Bshaara and its adjacent
districts.
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This choice was pregnant with the most impor-
tant consequences, and led to a state of affairs as
remagkable as they were unprecedented and un-
foreseen. Not many months elapsed, before the
- Emir was obliged to call his nominee to account,
for his unblushing rapacity and the tyrannical
-nature of his exactions, which had become the
subject of loud and general complaint, - To escape
& personal summons, which he knew he could not
resist, and which he felt must terminate in his
disgrace and removal, he took the determination of
presenting himself in person before the Pasha at
Sidon, and, by bribes and entreaties, to secure hig
favour and protection,

Events proved that his confidence was not mjs.
placed. *That Turkish authority, offended at the
apparent independence of the Emir Heider, who
+had forgotten or neglected to make him the cys.

tomary ofhicial visit, and to propitiate him by the
usual presents, readily seized the occasion which
now oftered, to surround the young Prince with

snares and difficulties, and make him feel the pre-

cariousnesd’ of his elevation. The Yemeni, those

ever-ready tools of faction, were easily induced to
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listen to his overtures; the Druse House of Raslan
promised their assistance, and, as it was known to
be repugnant to the general feelings of the Moun-
tain Chiefs, of whatever party, to be placed under
the authority of a Sheik, a higher title was pro-
cured from the Porte for the Pasha’s favourite; |
and when everything -was matured, the Druse
Sheik Abou Harmoosh, under the title of Mahmoud
Pasha, proceeded to Deir-el-Kammar, to assume the
~ government of the Lebanon. .

This movemeént was unexpected, though it was
sudden and -vigorously sup’pﬁrw‘d;—-s;ﬁnd ‘the Emir
- Heider, avoiding a collision, retreated at once to
Ghazir, whither he was incontinently followed by
~all the -principal Druse Sheiks of. the families of
Cadi, Nekad, Abd-el-Melik, and Talhoek. His
appearanée ‘in"-the Maronite districts seemed to
excite a general feeling of enthusiasm; yet, as time-

had not been aflorded for giving him any organized

~ plan of support, and -as he was unwilling to com-

promise any one by his presence amongst his adhe-
rents, at a time when Turkish emissaries might
probably be abroad, he withdrew to the cave of

Israel in Djebel Hermul above Akoora, and for
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nearly a year awaited in that retreat the course of
events. ‘
~ In the meanwhiie, Mahmoud Pasha enjoyed the
fruits of his ter}iporary success. (Giving way to
his natural propensiities, he demanded, on the one
hand, excessive contributions from the people, while
on the other, he endeavoured fo gain the hearts of
the few chiefs by whom he was surrounded, and
particularly the Emirs of the House of Alamadeen,
by a princely extravagance, and the allurements of
places of emolument and trius;t-:? The unnatural
position in which the latter found themselves
situated, as ministering to the caprice, and seeking
the patronage of a Sheik of their own religion, was
of itself sufficiently degrading, and by none other
than these shameless panderers to their own reck-
less feelings of cupidity and ambition, would have
“been submitted to. | |
But when they so. far forgot all semse of pro-
priety, as to lend themselves to a breach of one of
the strictest and most uncompromising usaggs of
the country, by giving away a danghter of their
noble family to this creature of Turkish intrigue,
thus soiling fhe blood of the Tnoohs by an alliance
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with a needy and unknown adventurer, an impres-
slon was produced among the aristocracy of the
Lebanon, which, more than any other circumstance,
tended to unite them in one common effort agalnst
2 posture of affairs, which they felt to be unnatural
- and humiliating.

Called upon by a special deputation to place
himself at the head of the contemplated movement,
the Emir Heider Shehaab came forth from his
- lurking-place, and, going to Solecma, the residence
of the Mukuddim Hﬂssein.Bilemma, found that
Druse chief actively engaged in arranging and
promoting measures of hostility. - The heads of
the Keisey had made this spot the place of their
rendezvous. The Haazins, Habashes, and Amads
from Barook and Kafernebra, had brougkt their
contingents, and, with the followers of the Druse
Sheiks above mentioned,* who had followed the .
Emir Heider on his retreat from Deir-el-Kammar,
contributed to the formation of g Mountain force,
formidable both in numbers and in the unanimity
of sentiment which pervaded it.

| Made aware of these threatening preparations,

* See page 99
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Mahmoud Pasha lost no time in calling upon the
Turkish authorities to give him that assistance,
‘which the impending crisis so loudly demanded.
Nor, indeed, was such a support less strenuously
given than 1t was earnestly sought for. The Pashas
of Sidon and Damascus made simultaneous move-
ments on the Lebanon with all their disposable
forces, the former moving through the fir-wood
near Beyrout, and ascending to DBate-Mirri, the
" latter taking undisputed possession of the Da-
mascus road, and occupying the advantageous and
commanding post of Mugheety. Mahmoud Pasha,

 accompanied by the whole of the Yemeni, and

heading such mountaineers as they had rallied
round them, marched to Aindara, a village situated
in a namow gorge, in the Upper Arkoob, and ad)a-
- cent to the Bekaa.

" The position of the Keisey was rendered any-
thing but encouraging, from ‘these well-timed
- manceuvres on the part of their enemies, who thus
holding the most important heights in the vicinity,
could readily watch and control the movements of
* the Druse forces, collected as they were in one of

the deepest valleys of the Metten. A vigorous and
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characteristic expedient, however, relieved them
from this apparent disadvantage; and, resolving to
stake everything on one desperate blow, it was
unanimously determined that, leaving the Turkish
 columns unnoticed, a concentrated effort should be

made on Aindara by a night attack.

The Mukuddim Hossein Bilemma, who was the

soul of this daring expedition, led on the main
party, until reaching the heights near Mugheety,
‘he marched almost within gun-shot of the Pasha of
Damascus, whose soldiers, never dreaming of such
night visitors, were securely enjoying their slum-
~bers. This important point once passed, a second
and a third party moved in such directions as to
close the outlets which led either to the Bekaa, or
to the Arkoob, and about an hour before daybreak,
a simultaneous onset was made on the unconscious
occupants of the devoted village. Scarcely had -
the Yemeni time to fly to arms before the foe was
“upon them, - | | *
Leading on the charge with furious impetuosity,
the Druse Sheiks spread terror and dismay by
their feats of personal valour and prowess. The

Mukuddim Hossein, with his own hand, slew three
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of the Emirs Alamadeen. No quarter whatever
was given, and the priseners, as fast as they were
surrounded and taken, were led to the brink of a
water-course which divides the habitations of
Aindara, and mercilessly put to the sword. So
complete was the destruction effected, so appalling
the effusion of blood, at the spot above alluded to,
that to this very day the peasant points to it tra-
ditionally, as the * Bloody Water-course!” |
By a singular fatality, every one of the Emirs of
the House of Alamadeen were present in this
deadly afiray. Four of them, together with Mah-
moud Pasha himself, fell alive into the hands of
the victors, and were taken by them to the plains

~ of Barook, whither the -Emir Heider proceeded,

accompanied by all his feudal colleagues, the very
.evening of the battle. The surreptitious Pasha,
reduced now to the very small dimensions of an
ordinary Sheik, had his tongue and thumbs cut off.

A momentary sensation of sympathy was evinced
as the Druse Emirs were led out to meet their fate;
and, despite the gravity of their many offences
against the commonweal, notwithstanding the un-

scrupulous support afforded for so many years by
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*»

the leading members of their family, to the heart-
less policy of a government which lived by the
dissensions it created, and their unblushing subser-
vience to its selfish wishes and suggestions; it
could not be forgotten, that they were the last
representatives of that illustrions House, which
was once the pride and boast of the Lebanon, and
‘that with them the lineage of the Tnoohs was
‘about to perish for ever. The stern demands
of necessity, and even perhaps, of safety, made
their deaths, however, indispensable; and the occa-
sion now afforded finally to extirpate the rancorous.

faction of the Yemeni, was too valuable to be lost.
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CHAPTER I1II.

TuE battle of Aindara, which took place in the
year 1713, forms an important epoch in the his-
tory of the Lebanon. The Druse Sheiks, as has
been remarked in the preceding pages, took the
opportunity which now so favourably presented
itself, of advancing their pretensions to a higher
~ degree of consideration than they had hitherto en-

Joyed, and claimed from the Emir Heider Shehaab,
who undoubtedly owed the tenure of his post to
"their exertions, a clear and unequivocal recognition
of their feudal and political rights, as a reward for
their bravery and services. The Emir, on his part,
was 10 no waj in a position to reject, or even to
modify, such measures as his imperious supporters
might ch»ose to impose upon him.

The entire range of the Lebanon was now there-
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fore divided into districts, territorial and fiscal,
which under the name of ‘ Macaatas,” were sepa-
rately placed under the jurisdiction of a feudal
House. The Chief of each district became in-
trusted with the collection of the government
revenue within its limits, and made himself respon-
sible for the payment of a fixed sum of money
yearly, into the Emir’s treasury. The document
specifying the amount, after having been sealed by
both parties, was delivered over to each Sheik, as a
‘ Macaata,” or Contract, the terms of which he was
bound under all circumstances to fulfil. Certain
- pecuniary perquisites, which it was left to each
¢ Macaatagee,” or * Possessor of the Cﬁoﬁtract,” to
levy on -the people, in what way he chose, were
attached to his office; while full and unrestrained
- power of punishing crimes and offences, by blows,
imprisonment or fine, was placed unreservedly in -
his hands.

To give the Druse Sheiks a greater degree of
importance, and to gratify a principle of pride and
vanity of which the Mountaineers are singularly
and even ridiculously tenacious, the Emir Heider,

whether willingly, or by compulsion, so far 1m-
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proved upon his former style of epistolary address
towards them, as to use the expression, “ Cherished
Brother” to every male member of their families.
‘But the Mukuddim Hossein Bilemma, who projected
‘and so gallantly led on the surprise of Aindara,
boldly and audaciously extorted a higher testimony
to his valour; and, when a 'messenger of the Emir,
shortly after the battle, brought compliments and
inquiries after the Mukuddim, this haughty Chief
cut him down with his sabre, fiercely exclaiming,
“Am I, who slew three Emirs, still to be called
‘ Mukuddim ?* ”

Not many hours elapsed before a second mes-
senger arrived, bearing a letter from the Governor
of the Lebanon, addressed to his “ Cherished and
beloved Brother, the Emir Hossein Bilemma;” and
from that day, the House of Bilemma has preserved
hereditarily the Emirial dignity. Not satisfied
with conferring so distinguished a mark of the
sense he entertained of his merits, on the victorious
Mukuddim, the Emir Heider, feeling the import-
atce of securing the attachment and support of his
influentialsfamily, having thus preliminarily raised

1t to a rank correspondent with his own, found that
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without contravening the severe restrictions of
etiquette, he might draw still more closely the ties

of mutual amity and friendship, and while he

himself espoused the daughter of the new Emir,

the latter was at the same time united to the Emir
Heider’s sister.  Independent of his Macaata,
which, divided amongst the various branches of
- the House of Bilemma, viz., Kaidbey, Mraad, and
Faris, comprised the wide and extensive ranges of
the Metten, the village of Bate-Shehaab was given -
him as a family appanage.

The return of the triumphant Keisey to Deir-
el-Kammar, where the Emir Heider was installed
with every possible demonstration of exultation
and rejoicing, paved the way for a few years of
péace and repose. The unanimity which animated

the Chiefs in the Lebanon, for awhile disarmed the

treacherous advances and machinations of the ..
Turkish authorities, who remained passive spec-
tators of a consummation, which ‘gave the former
an attitude of feudal -independency, at once novel
and 1mposing. The proceedings of the Emir

Heider were such as to procure him the respect

P S = T | e -y
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Humane, generous, and hospitable, and relieved
in a great degree from the extensive and compli-
cated duties of public affairs, by his recent political
- arrangements, he gained the hearts of the Druse
‘Sheiks by his honest acknowledgment of their newly-
acquired prerogatives, and by the undeviating
tenour of a cordiality and frankness, which admitted
them, at all times, to his intimacy and regard.

Passionately addicted to falconry, it was his
delight to assemble the principal of his feudal col-
leagues, and taking them along with him on distant
excursions, spend weeks, and even months, in the
exercise and enjoyment of this noble and exhila-
rating pastime. His death, which occurred in the
year 1729, was universally lamented; and it is
relatedy, that for the space of forty days, the
mourning for him was constant, both night and
"day. The Metuali Chief, Mishrif Xreer, however,
took the occasion to display his #nimosity, end
manifested his joy at being freed from an enemy
who had more than any other served to humiliate
and abase him, by dyeing the manes and tails of
his horses with henna, and caparisoning them as if
for a féte.

VOL. III, D
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The Emir Milheim, the son and successor of the
Emir Heider, on hearing of this insulting proceed-
ing, immediately applied to the Pasha of Sidon for
the government of Bellad Bshaara; which was no
sooner committed to his charge, than he advanced
into the country of the Metualis, and after having
ravaged most of their villages, returned to Deir-el-
~ Kammar with considerable booty.

The commencement of the rule of the Emir
Milheim was marked by a step on the part of him-
self, and the mountain Sheiks, that was the
prelude to difficulties and disputes between them
and the Turkish government, which have con-
tinued with more or less interruption, up to the
present day. KEmboldened by their virtual inde-
pendence, and straitened probably in their, means
by the increasing demands of the Pasha of Sidon,
who now commenced the system so zealously per-
severed in by his successors; of never conferring a
place, or a Pelisse of honour, or even a favour,
without exacting an enormous bribe, they took
forcible possession of the whole plain of the Bekaa,
and distributed its farms amongst themgelves, at

their good-will and pleasure,
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As this unceremonious proceeding particularly
involved the rights, and directly attacked the
authority of the Pashalick of Damascus, Soliman
Pasha-il-Aadm marched with a large force for the
~defence of that district. The Emir Milheim, how-
ever, contrived for the time to appease him by a
present of 50,000 piastres, and for this sum of
money the Pasha consented to withdraw his troops
and suspend his interference. This state of things
continued for nearly twelve years, during which
period the Bekaa was drained, ploughed, and sown
by the Druses, upon the payment of a merely
nominal mirl to the treasury of Damascus, as if it
were their own 1ndependent property.

It is natural to suppose that a cession of this
nature,» which was literally imposed upon the
Pasha at the time being by his temporary inability
‘to resist such an encroachment, would not be ac-
cepted by the Turkish Government, as a definite
arrangement; in the year 1741, therefore, on the
secret complaints of some of the villagers of the
Bekaa against the Emir Milheim, who had quar-
tered upon them an unusual body of mountainecrs

during the harvest, Soliman Pasha again sent
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36 METUALI LEADERS.

troops to assert the Sultan’s authority. The con-
sequence, on this occasion, was a severe engage-
ment between the two parties, terminating In
favour of the Emir Milheim, who absolutely pur-
sued his antagonists to within an hour’s distance
of the gates of Damascus, and, on his return to
the Bekaa, gave the delinquent villages up to 1in-
discriminate plunder.

The union which prevailed amongst the Moun-

tain Chiefs at this period, paralyzed for a time the

arm of the Turkish authorities; and, indeed, the
assistance of the Emir Milheim was more than
once demanded by Sadadeen Pasha-il-Aadm, the
Pasha of Sidon, to enable him to subdue the re-
fractory conduct of the Metualis, who repeatedly
refused to pay the exorbitant tribute wiich was
enforced upon them. On one occaslon, when the
Emir had, in conformance with the Pasha’s com- .
mands, assembled a considerable force to march
“against them, the Metuali leaders contrived to ap-
pease the latter by some well-timed presents; but
the Emir refused to retrace his steps, and, pro-
. ceeding into their country, met and attacked them

near the plains of Merjyoom, and after having



DISTRIBUTION OF POWER. 37

slain nearly sixteen hundred of the Metualis, and
burned several of their villages, took four of their
Sheiks back with him prisoners to Deir-el-Kammar,
refusing to release them until they bound them-
selves to pay a yecarly snm of 6000 piastres, be-
sides two thorough-bred Arab mares at each
payment. The Pasha, so far from resenting the
proceeding, expressed himself satisfied with the
Emir’s conduct, and paid him the expenses of his
expedition.

Where the appointment of a Governor of the
Lebanon depended on the caprice of a superior
local authority, it was naturally to be expected
that there would not be wanting rival claimants

to .excite and promote a change, in accordance

with their views and inclinations. The difficulty

of satisfying and pleasing all the leading chiefs of
a petty feudal aristocracy, which had but lately
. found themselves invested with political impor-
tance, soon began to be apparent; and almost as
a, natural consequence of the distribution of power
which ensued upon the battle of Aindara, the
spirit of sparty, which for a time seemed to have

been extinguished, found occasion by degrees to



38 SHEIK ALI JUMBLATT,

exercise once more its baneful influence, and, in
the course of events, to establish a bloody line of
demarcation between factions mutually animated
by feelings of rivalry and hatred.
- A trivial incident during the earlier adminis-
tration of the Emir Heider, had laid the foundation
of the fortunes of the Druse House of Jumblatt,
and prepared the way for its assuming a lead and
importance, which enabled it eventually to rally
. around it a vast and influential body of partizans
and adherents. Sheik Kubalan-il-Cadi, a con-
siderable Druse proprietor in the Shoof, dying .
‘without male heirs, had bequeathed the whole of
his estates to the Emir Heider, leaving merely a
small pecuniary settlement on his daughter, who
was married to Sheik Ali Jumblatt. The people
of the Shoof petitioned the Emir, to confer the
government of that district on the son-in-law of ~
their former chief, supporting their request by a
present of 50,000 piastres. The Emir at once
ﬁgreed to their demand, and while he generously
refuséd to accept more than half the proffered
sum, sent for the Sheik, and givirg him a

Pelisse of honour, made him a orant of all +he
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property which had belonged to his deceased
relation.

Motives of gratitude as well as a sense of in-
terest, induced the Sheik to cultivate with assiduous
~ care, the terms of intimacy and friendship which
had been thus auspiciously commenced, between
his family and the Ruler of the Lebanon; and the
Emir Milheim was at no pains to conceal his favour
and partiality for one, whom duty and aﬁ'éo_tian
' had made one of his staunchest and raost &imere
supporters. - On the other hand, the growing wealth
and influence of the House of Jumblatt, and their
constant relations with Deir-el-Kammar, excited
the jealousy of the other Druse Sheiks, and the
common feeling failed not soon to obtain weight
and direction under the turbulent and ~restless
guidance of the Amads, whose origin, as one in
" common with the Jumblatts, has been recorded in
- the preceding pages ;* ‘and the party thus gradually
rormed under their standard, assuming the name
of their ancestor, Sheik Yesbeck, became distin-
guished as the ¢ Yesbecky.”

Y



40 TROUBLE AND ALARM.

CHAPTER 1V.

THE Emir Milheim began ere long to perceive such
unequivocal symptoms of uneasiness"and discon-
tent amongst the Druse Sheiks, that he determined .
on courting in » more especial manner the coun-
tenance and protection of the Pasha of Sidon, and,
going down to pay him a visit, requested his
assistance and support against the intrigues with
which he was menaced and surrounded. The Pasha
received him with the most marked attention and
civility, and having repeatedly experienced the
benefit of his services against the Metualis, who
more than any other tribe was at this time giving
the government cause of trouble and alarm, he

hesitated not to exert his utmost to show the Emir
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might give him at least a moral ascendency amongst
the Mountain chiefs,

The House of Aadm was at this time in posses-
sion of the Pashalicks of Damascus and Sidon.
One of the oldest and wealthiest of the Mussulmen
families of Damascus, its head at this period,
enjoyed a power and authority in that city, which
his influence almost succeeded 1n making hereditary ;
and a reputation for hospitality and magnificence
which has thrown an imperishable lustre on his
name and race. The Khan Assad Pasha, which
the traveller now visits and admires as the prin-

“cipal ornament of Damascus, was the costly under-

taking of this distinguished governor, and sufficiently
attests his capacity and means.

Wrising to his brother in the warmest terms of
praise and recommendation in favour of the Emir,
' the Pasha of Sidon succeeded in obtaining for his
protegé a mark of favour and partiality, which
was especially calculated to strengthen his political
position; and in the year 1748, Assaad Pasha il
Aadm conferred on the Emir Milheim Shehaab,
