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11 CRUISE IN JAPANESE WATERS

CHAPTER 1.

WE left the north of Chin&, ﬁnd saﬂed frﬁm tﬁe im-
portant city of Tientsin, bearing the cheering intelli-
gence to Shanghai of a treaty of peace having been

concluded between the Empires of (reat Britain and
China, and of the advent of a great era in the history

of the latter nation. Henceforth, thanks to allied arms
and allied diplomacy, China was open to the enterprise
of the nﬁSsiona,ry, traveller, or merchant, and the ships-
of England might not only visit her seaboard and enter
“her harbours, but were at liberty to penetrate to her
farthest borders, by means of that noble stream, the
Yang-tsi-Keang, which flows by and through her rich-
est, and hitherto most secluded, provinces. Many other

valuable concessions were made; but the above-men-
tioned were those most fraught with change to the
“ Central Land,” and with promise to British interests,
commerce, and policy. -

A
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A thorough appreciation of the present unhealthy
condition of the European mercantile intellect located
at the “Five Ports” in China, carried us through the
- anticipated ordeal of being told by the majority of our
belligerent merchants, that we had not slaughtered
half enough Chinamen, and enabled us to smile at
captiousness, that seemed to think nothing was gained
so long as they had to pay taxes or dues to contemp-
tible mandaring! Happily, people at home would
think more wisely and more disinterestedly upon the
subject, and England would rejoice that so much good
had been wrought with so little violence, and that our
arms, though they had punished severely, were free
 from the charge of injustice and robbery. All in
Europe, who had ever known or read of China, would

appreciate the humiliation that the proud and exclusive
| Court of Pekin must have endured, when it yielded
" the points which have already been made public
through the medium of the press. Therefore, Anglo-
- Chinese opinions did not press heavily upon our spirits
—but the heat did ! What a constant exercise of in-
genuity it is to procure a draught of fresh air—or,
* more correctly speaking;a draught of air only—during
the July heat of a Shanghai summer! There 1s
nothing fresh or pure at that nnhappy period; all
Nature stinks aloud ; and any one gifted with acute
olfactory nerves in Shanghai, must necessarily suffer
from nose-ache, until all sense of smell is lost, or
thoroughly blunted. Unsavouriness and close-steaming
heat apart, Shanghai is replete with interest. Sitnated
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in a rich and highly-cultivated plain, near the mouth
of the “Son of the Ocean,” as the Chinese ficuratively
style the Yang-tsi-Keang, and on the eastern seaboard
of the great valley which stretches north to Pekin, and
west to the mountains of Sychuen, closely connected
with most of the important cities of this empire by
means of a wonderful ramification of canals, Shanghai
18, in fact, the Liverpool of China, and likely still more
to rise in commercial importance as the results of the
Treaty of Tientsin develop themselves. :

It was on Saturday the 18th June 1842 that the
boats of the British fleet opened the port of shanghai
to the ken of the world; and to-day, sixteen short
years afterwards, the va.lue of the European and Ame-
rican exports and imports amounts to no less m
twenty-siz millions of dollars per annum, or, at,the
present rate of exchange, six millions sterling, of
which the lion's share goes to or comes from Great
Britain and her colonies. These figures give some idea
of the progress of commerce in a city, even in this
slow-moving country ; but the scene of bustle Shang-
hai offers is still more striking. At this moment eighty
odd sail of splendid clippers, fleet-footed racers of the
deep sea, from London, Liverpool, Aberdeen, and New
York, are riding at anchor off the quays; flags and
pennons, as varied in colour as their owners and con-
signees are numerous, flaunt gaily in the fervid zephyrs
that waft anything but ambrosial smells from the fields
and gardens of a people who are far too practical to
care for the filthy means whereby their vegetables are
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brought to market in such marvellous perfection, We
know that directly the monetary erisis in Europe has
ceased to react upon the firms established here, and
that the new crop of teas shall have arrived from the
tea-growing districts, every wharf which projects into
the river will be inaccessible for the throng of lighters
pressing around them, and that crowds of sweltering
coolies or porters will wail over their burdens, ever re-
peating their melancholy ery of “ Ah-ho! ah-ho-ho!”
Allah be praised that that busy scene has not yet com-
menced, for then our only hours of rest, from four o’clock
until seven o’clock in the morning, would be broken,
and heat, stench, musquitoes, combined with coolies,
might drive us to desperation, and to take a passage
home in the first Peninsular and Oriental mail-boat,
and thus mar our anticipated visit to Japan. The lull
in Kuropean commerce does not appear to have checked
Chinese activity wherever money-making is to be done:
and although, in' their jargon, Messrs Smith, Brown,
and Robinson “have makee broke!” or “that new
chop tea no catchec yet, by-and-by can do,” yet that
in no way affected the Chinaman’s line of business, In
the city, about the river-side, and in narrow pestiferous
streets, there is a clang and din of commerce. Oily,
strong-smelling men rush past you carrying loads of
sugar or fusty bags of rice; here piles of rattans im-
pede the way, or bundles of dye-woods rattle about
your shins ; and then all the conglomeration of foul
smells is snddenly mastered by tubs of some abomina-
tion brought from the Eastern Isles to tickle the
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palates of the sons of the Flowery Land! Put on a
pith hat, spread a thick cotton umbrella, take advan-
tage of every streak of shade thrown by tree or wall,
and let us watch the entrance of the Soo-chow-foo
Canal. Numbers of boats are passing and repassing ;
some carry native merchants or brokers, who have been
doing, or are going to do, business in Shanghai. In
spite of the unpretending appearance of their comfort-
able boats, tens of thousands, in dollars, are the fizures
in which their inmates carry on their mercantile trans-
actions. Smooth, silver-tongued Asiatics as they are
—uadepts at lying, chicanery, and duplicity—they are
commercially honest nevertheless. Good faith in mer-
~ cantile transactions they have found to be advantageous ;
" and, being an eminently practical race, they adopt the
advantageous virtue, and as a rmle (not without
exception) they practise it. But the same man who
will, to the uttermost farthing, account to his bro-
ther-merchant for thousands, or assist him in a com-
mercial crisis, will unblushingly defraud his govern-
ment by the grossest perjury, and subscribe remorse-
~ lessly to a fund for procuring the heads of foreigners,
or for destroying a European community with arsenic—
Howqua and Canton to wit. Besides these boats full
of passengers, there are barges carrying the greatest
amount of goods, and drawing the smallest conceivable
amount of water, and some months hence they will
reach the remotest points of the empire with their
precious freight of tropical or European produce. Such
is the scene on the Soochow Canal. Now look up the
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river, above the fleet of clippers, steam-boats, and men-
of-war, .at that forest of masts like a mass of pine-
trees stripped of branch and leaf ; they are the native
vessels of Shanghai, Only the pool below London
Bridge can offer a similar sicht. This season, certainly,
these vessels are unusually numerous here., Fear of the
allies, and the exaggerated reports of the “ fierceness of
the uncontrollable barbarians” commanding her Bri-
tannic Majesty’s gnnboats, have induced their owners
to remain in port until peace was declared. Our news
has evidently reached them, and the clang of gongs,
much discordant mnusic, and the mnoise of crackers,
during the early watches of the past night, are demon-
strations of John Chinaman’s delight. He has the
prospect of again being able to push into the outer
waters, under the slender protection of the smooth-
faced Queen of Heaven, who, in her smoky little shrine
under the junk’s poop, smiles approvingly on the poor
junk-seaman’s offering of a cup of weak tea, and a
candle of pork fat painted bright vermilion. All day,
and all night long, according as the tide serves, these
industrious fellows are moving up or down the stream,
ever heaving in cables, or hoisting and lowering their
quaint-cut sails. Hardy must they be, as well as
industrious ; they seetn to have but one suit of clothes,
and only a mat to sleep upon; their food is simply
rice, and salt-fish enough to swear by, and their pay is
very small ; yet they face the tempests of a sea which
is full of danger to our well-found barks and expert
seamen. And then, after a long and toilsome voyage,
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the junk-sailor often endures sad cruelties from pirates,
whose ships are ever prowling about in the nejgh-
bourhood of the centres of commerce. Still, in spite
of typhoons and pirates, and the competition of Euro-
pean vessels that already have entered the field against
them in the coasting trade, the native craft have appa-
rently in no wise diminished in number: and it is
probable, indeed, that more junks sail to and from
Shanghai at the present day than prior to the opening
of the port to European commerce. I may add that
the “bund” or quay which forms the river-face of the
Furopean quarter, together with the magnificent abodes
of the merchants, and the no less imposing consulates,
convey an 1dea of the wealth and prosperity of the
community, which is fully supported by their estab-
lishments, yachts, horses, and mode of living. Even
the ministers of the Protestant churches, judging by
their dwellings, partake of the general wellbeing of
Shanghai. Rectors at home on £600 per annum live
not m such houses; and poor curates in England, de-
sirous of enjoying conjugal life, and bearing light to
the benighted heathen, may, by enduring a considerable
amount of heat and many smells, do far better in
China (in a temporal point of view at least) than by
slaving in the fever-haunted homes of the poor of an
English city. The missionary in China may not expect,
like the merchant, to make a rapid fortune and retire,
but nevertheless it is a fine field for active sons of the
Church. There is for them the prospect of promotion
to vacant Hastern bishoprics ; or, if gifted with more
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questionable zeal for the interests of their country and
their religion, they may become political agents or
(Government interpreters. |

He who at the latter part of July, at Shanghai,
found anything to admire or write of, might boast of
some energy and good health, Personal comfort was
"then entirely hopeless. The temperature for a week
ranged from 86° to 98° Fahrenheit, and on deck, in
the shade of our awnings, often stood at 104°. Sun-
stroke was frequent. Even the Chinese labourers,
employed in coaling the ship, were more than once
struck down ; the men-of-war lost one or more men
by this awful and sudden death; and as late in the
afternoon as 4 P.M., a European policeman was killed
by coup-de-soleil, through incautiously exposing himself
on the bund. Every one on *shore or on board found
a perfect state of mental and bodily quietude actually
necessary for the preservation of health ; and we
thought with a sigh of our brethren and kindred who,
in as high a temperature, and almost as insupportable
a climate—that of Oude or Rohilecund—were labouring
for their country’s honour in spité of sunstroke and
disease,

At this season all the residents of Shanghai look
painfully unhealthy, sallow, and listless. 'Those afloat,
and not acclimatised, suffer much from boils, rush,
whitlows, and similar ailments, by which strong con-
stitutions seek relief when tried by great heats and
pestiferous exhalations.

It 1s true that the mercantile community, feeding
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and living in an artificial state, cooled by punkahs,
and supported by the consolation that in three or four
years' time they would return to Europe or America
with fortunes, may be able, with Spartan fortitude, to
smitle at their sufferings ; we were otherwise situated,
and can safely aver, after more than twenty years’
wandering through one portion of the tropics or ano-
ther, varying their heat occasionally with extremes of
cold equally objectionable, that a hot calm off the Bonny
River in Africa, or the most sultry day Port-Royal or
Saugor Island can produce, is ‘Eden itself when com-
pared with the foul stew called a hot day in Shanghai.

We acknowledge that, for seven months—ay, and
if you please, eight months—the climate of Shanghai
is delicious ; the ice, the mutton, and the game, all are
unexceptionable; but heaven preserve us from a
third time visiting it in the dog-days of a Chinesc
summer |

Even the arrival of the English mail hardly served
to rouse us frem our lethargic discontent. Canton had
become a horrid nightmare, and we were supremely
inditierent as to the squabbles of Governor Bowring of
Hong-Kong, and Mr Commissioner Hwang, Governor-
General of the Quang-tung and Quang-si provinees.
We counld only listlessly glance over the terrible edicts
they had each fulminated against the other. It was
too much that hot day to attempt to read the tre-
mendous despatches of an Indian General, who, with
five hundred sailors, soldiers, sepoys, and irrcgulars,
had fought some twenty pitched battles with a numer-
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ous and desperate foe, whose flanks he enveloped,
whose rear he threatened, whose colurans he crushed,
whose centre he pierced, whose line he enfiladed, rolled
up, and came down uwpon perpendicularly! But we
could read and re-read Sir Colin Campbell’s clear and
soldier-like reports, and hoped that, after all, the real
fight was where the gallant Highlander led.

Shortly after the mnail arrived, certain intelligence
reached Shanghai from the north of China, that the
Court of Pekin, acting in perfect good faith, and in
fulfilment of its contraet, had already despatched two
high officers to Shanghai to arrange the terms of the
future tramsit duties, and to revise the present tariff of
taxes on foreign imports and exports. These fune-
tionaries could not arrive for some wecks . and, in the
mean time, 2 good opportunity offered for the British
Ambassador to proceed to Japan, and there securg to
Great Britain the same privileges the Americans and |
Russians had of late been so active in compelling the
Japanese government to grant them.

Then, amid clouds of coal-dust and a tumult of
baggage and live-stock, we prepare to bid Shanghai
good-by—not with a sigh, for who ever siched or said
they were sorry to quit any port in China? We can
sympathise with the poor Highflyer's officers and men,
who will, like those of the frigate Pique, swing daily
round over one spot, until beef-bones, old boots, and
broken hottles, form a dangerous shoal under their
keel. The great to-morrow, on which we sail for
Japan, will next dawn upon us. We go to bed, and
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dream, not “o’ green fields,” but of blue water and
rattling sea-breezes, bearing - us fresh health and
strength, |
The sun’s rays were making a gallant fight with
the malaria-laden yellow mists of the Yang-tsi-Keang
Valley as we weighed for the once fabled shores of
Cipango. A sleepy display of ensigns from the men-
of-war of different nations showed that their officers
of the watch recognised the departure of the British
Ambassador, the Kar] of Elgin and Kincardine, with an

escort of two steam-frigates, a corvette, and a gunboat.*
Down a winding reach, through miles of turbid water,
and past fleets of junks and boats, we sped, until the
flat shore dropped abruptly out of sight astern. Then
a solitary rock or storm-swept islet appeared in sight,
and as quickly disa.ppea,red, as we rattled on to the
east at a pace which made the fisherman, in his rickety
craft, drop his line, and watch us with face indicative
of wild astonishment.

The reader knows assuredly what it is to suddenly
come on sweet grass, and under cool trees, after a
weary*walk over a dusty highway. That same sen-
sation of relief and pleasure was, generally felt and
expressed as we gradually left the muddy waters of a
great river, which carries suspended in its stream, they
say, carth enough, were it suddenly deposited, to form

* The squadron of his Excellency consisted of the steam-frigato
Retri'l.:vutiﬂn, 28 guns, Captain €, Barker; the steanf-frig&te Farious,
16 guns, Captain Shorard Osborn, C.B., on board of which ship his
Excellency and suite were embarked; the gunboat Lee, licutenant
Graham ; and the yacht Emperor, Livutenant Ward.,
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another England. The emerald green of the deeper
portions of the China Sea steadily darkened in tin,
until we again, on the morrow of our leaving Shanghai,
saw dear mother Ocean clad in her glorious robes of
blue !

““ Once more upon the waters! yet once more !
And the waves bound beneath us, as a steed
That knows his rider,”

After months—nay, more than a year—pothering
about in the mnarrow rivers, creeks, bays, and dirty
water of China, it was pleasant again to see blue,
bright-blue water, sparkling, laughing, and showing
its white teeth under a rattling breeze ; and oh ! how
cheering to look awain upon a clear sky, and loose,
fleecy, trade-wind clouds sailing athwart it! The
charm of novelty, too, enhanced the feelines we experi-
enced. Our cruise to Japan was not avowedly one of
discovery, but, after all, it was very like one. We
were going upon a coast imperfectly surveyed. The
only chart was by a German, Dr Siebold, who, whilst
forming part of the Dutch commercial establishment
closcly imprisoned at Nangasaki, had compiled® from
Japanese authorities, & very fair map and chart of the
empire, though hut poorly adapted for purposes of
navigation, We were going to Yedo, the capital of
Japan ; though 1t was sald we should not approach it,
because one clause of Admiral Stirling’s treaty of 1854
stipulated that British ships should only go to Nanga-
saki, at the one extreme of the empire, and Hakodadi
at the other. Our Ambassador was to present a yacht
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from our Queen to an Emperor who we heard was, by
the rules of his empire, never allowed to go beyond the
walls of his palace; and then he was, by moral force,
to be induced to make a fresh treaty, in the face of a
clause in that same Stirling Treaty which runs as
follows: “7th Art—When this convention shall have
been ratified, no high officer coming to Japan shall
alter it.” 8o that we might say there were as many
unknown rocks and qnicksands ahead of the diplomatie
portion of the expedition as there were in the track of
the executive.

Information of the geography of Japan was most
scant, Kempfer and Siebold, though trustworthy in
all Tespects, were ignorant upon the point on which we
as seamen most sought for information. The ponderous
volumes of the American expedition to Japan had little
new in them beyond information about Yedo gulf
Had Marco Polo, in Aungust 1858, sprung from his
grave, it is true that he might have been pleased to
find that we did not, like his foolish countrymen,
smile with incrednlity at his wondrous tale of Zipangu
oY - but he would have been much astonished
to find that, after a lapse of five centuries and a half,
Europe kuew very little more abont Japan than he did
when, in the year 1295, he pointed to the eastern
margin of the Yellow Sea, and said, “There was a
great island there named Zipangun,” peopled by a
highly civilised and wealthy race, who had bravely

rolled back the tide of Tartar conquest in the days of
Kublai Khan,
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An eminent American, who goes off occasionally on
the wings of that dreadful eagle with its claws armed
with the lightning, and which is ever soaring over the
Rocky Mountaing, or sweeping across the western
waters, &e. &c., seems to insist that it is the high
mission of the United States to do chaperon to Japan,
and introduce her to the ken of the western world, all
because Christopher Columbus—who, we maintain, was
not the first American citizen, and cared no more for
the Declaration of Independence than he did for General
Washington — discovered the American continent in
endeavouring to reach that Cathay and Zipangu, of
which Marco Polo had written, but in which Columbus
had alone the wit, in after years, to believe. However
that may De, it is sincerely to be desired that, if she
believes in her mission, the United States may go
earnestly about it, and send her commodores, flag-
officers, consuls, missionaries, and envoys to do the
work steadily and well, forbidding them to fly to and
from China—of which we believe we have for a while
heard enough; and when Congress, revelling in surplus
revenue, liberally pays the expense of publishimg their
servants’ journals, they had best be tied down to write
of Japan only, and not wander loosely to Singapore,
Hong-Kong, the Cape of Giood Hope, and St Helena,
for the sole purpose of abusing a colonial system which
still keeps Great Britain a neck and shoulders ahead of
the whole world, and enables us to care but little what
the opinion of the United States may be as to Liow we
treated Napoleon Buonaparte.



CITAPTER IIL

THE valley of deep water, four hundred and fifty miles
in a direct line from the shores of China to those of
Japan, delightful though it was to us river-sick seamen,
is at present a very lonely sea. The interdiction of
foreign trade by the Emperors of Japan included China
as well as Europe, and during the centuries in which
the flag of Holland alone crossed the sea we were
traversing, China was only allowed to send thirteen
Junks annually to and from Nangasaki. We therefore
saw no vessel in our track. Then (excepting great
numbers of flying-fish} there was a dearth of animal
life, whether fish or bird, where, from our proximity to
land, it would have been natural it should be the
reverse;

On the afternoon of the 2d August 1858, we rcached
a group of rocky but picturesque islets, the outposts in
this direction of the Japanesc empire. Miaco-Sima, or
the “ Asses’ Ears,” so named because their peaks run
up in a manner not unlike the ears of that animal.
Their coasts are bold and cragay, washed by the rollers
of & wild though narrow sca, whose spray has left
a mark far up the polished wave-worn sides ; yet there
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was green grass and stout pine-tree immediately above
the wash of the sea, and vegetation made a bold fight
to reach the summits of the craggy peaks. How
different from Chinese scenery ! we naturally ex-
claimed, as our good ship sped past Miaco-Sima, and
all declared themselves perfectly satisfied with this
first instalment of Japan: it was evident we were
determined to be pleased. The mountains of Kiu-Siu
Island, on which the city of Nangasaki is situated,
were next to rise upon the eastern horizon. The night
proved dark and gloomy, and as in the middle watch
the bold coasts of Gotto Island were seen to the north-
ward, warning us that we were approaching Japan
faster than was prudent, in spite of our anxiety to
be quickly into port the speed had to be very much
reduced. Day-dawn showed this to have been prudent,
for the land about Cape Nomo, the southern entrance
of the bay leading to Nangasaki, was on our star-
board Low ; and thence, stretching far away to our
left, rose peak, mountain, and table-land, until lost in
the distance. Away to the north, a channel, dotted
with islets, was seen between Gotto and Kin-Siu. It
led to Hirando, or Firando, that port so well known
to Europcan mariners of centuries now long gone
by, when Spaniards and Portuguese, Dutehmen and
English, were strnggling for a footing in Japan, and
each doing his best to have his brother Christian
exterminated—how they eventually succeeded, and the
Dutchman turned up the trump-card, we will hereafier
relate. For the present, we must go at full speed for
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a mark in the land ahead, which, the charts tell us,
leads us to our haven.

For a while heavy mists swept over land and sea,
and we could only see a mile or so ahead. It was very
tantalising, Those who had not witnessed day-dawn
would not believe we had seen Japan, and growled out
complaints of the nuisance, to use a seaman’s phrase, of
“being jammed in a fog off our port.” The consola-
tion was, that possibly the sun would master the fog ;
and presently there was a play of light along the sur-
face of the sea; the hulls of our vessels came out sharp
add clear. Then Japanese junks were seen ; presently
their sails and masts showed ;—the fog was lifting,
breaking, and dispersing. Down the mountains of
Kiu-5iu rolled masses of cloud ; out of every vale and
valley came dense mists sweeping down, wrathful at
the enmemy that was expelling them. Poor cloudland
fought at a disadvantage with the lusty youth of a
morning sun ;—his fierce glance picrced her densest
array, and, in sullen showers and flying squalls of
wind, night and darkness passed away; whilst day,
bright and beaming, burst fairly upon us with a shout
of welcome. It was a glorious sight—mountain and
plain, valley and islet, clothed with vegetation, or
waving with treces and studded with villages-—blue
sea, for a foreground, crisped with the breeze, and
calm spots with sandy bays, in amongst islands
dotted with fishing-boats and native junks. We must

not attempt 1t, for pen or pencil could never reproduce
such a picture,
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Early in the forenoon, HMS. Furious was entering
the charming scries of channels leading through islands
to Nangasaki. Capc Nomo was now hidden from view,
whilst on either hand lay the lovely spots known by
the native names of Fwosima and Kamino-sima, “ Sima”
being Japanese for island. They looked like picces of
land detached from the best parts of the south coast of
England, and it is impossible, we believe, to pay them
a'greater compliment. Their outline was marked and
picturesque, clothed, wherever a tree Enuld hang or find
holding-ground, with the handsome pine peculiar to the
counfry. Villages and richly cultivated gardens nestled
in every noock, and flowers, as well as fruit-trees, were
plentiful. To our eyes, the multitude of guns and
extraordinary number of batteries which covered every
landing-place, or surmounted every height, on these
islands, did not enhance their beauty ; and we regretted
to see the men entering the batteries as we approached.
We suspected then, what afterwards proved to be the
case, that our Transatlantic friends had taken great
care to work upon the fears of the Japanese, by spread-
ing some marvellous tales of what we Britishers had
done in China, and intended to do to them. The gar-
r1sons of the batteries, however, appeared desirous only
of showing how prepared they were ; and having gone
to their guns, quietly sat down to smoke their pipes,
while the officers, seated on the parapets, gracefully
fanned themseclves. Yet it will be well for all the
world that the Japancse are jealous of their liberty ;



A CRUISE IN JAPANESE WATERS. 19

and that its people will, if need shduld arise, gallantly
defend the beautiful land God has given them.

It would be hazardous to say how many guns are
mounted on the islands and points commanding the
approach to Nangasaki ; some of them may be of wood
—merely quakers ; but we saw hundreds that decidedly
were not. The majority were of brass, some of iron,
all mounted on wheeled carriages, and seemed, from
the gun-gear about them, well found in stores, and
efficient. The batteries were very solid, and there wag
2 queer mixture of European and Japanese ideas in
their construction—the result being, that although the
lower portions would have stood a great deal of ham-
mering from an enemy, the unfortunate gunners would
have been too much exposed to have stood long to their
guns.

Our attention was now called from the land to a
number of government boats, which were dotted about
the water ahead of ns: they were always in pairs, one,
doubtless, selon les régles, watching the other. It was
desirable to have no communication with these guard-
boats—for such we easily recognised them to be—lest
they should hand us the copy of some British Treaty,
or Convention, by which some one had pledged Her
Most' Gracious Majesty's subjects not to do this, or
not to do that. We happened to have found in an
old book—the only old thing, except old port, that we
ever liked—a Treaty of Peace and Amity between
the Emperor of Japan and James the First. of Great
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Britain, dated as fat back as the year of grace 16183,
By it, right of interconrse, commerce, and suchlike,
was secured to us for ever; and as only two centuries
and a half had elapsed—a mere flea-bite in the records
of such countries as Japan and China—it seemed

natural we should still adhere to the privileges secured
by bold Captain Saris, of the good ship Clove of London,
belonging unto the Honourable and Worshipful Com-
pany of Merchants trading to the East Indies—and
ignore the folly of those who, in later years, had lost
the birthright their ancestors had won for them. In
happy ignorance of any treaties made by Admiral
Stirling and others, H M, ships steamed on, pretending
perfwt unconsciousness of the existence of guard-boats
and officials. How ever, it was soon very evident that
if they could not stop us, it was quite as much as their
lives were worth not to be able to report correctly upon
who and what we were.  Just as we had put the helm
hard down to escape one pair of boats, two others skil-

fully tumbled into the wash of our paddle-wheels, and
the most expeditious short-hand writers at home could
not have made their quills fly faster than did these
Japanese in noting down facts that one of their party,
who stood on tiptoe to peer into the ports, shouted out
for their information. Next day we learnt that the
spies had given a very excellent account of H.M.S.
Furious, and had only missed one gun in the list of
her armament,

.
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running up against the shores of Kiu-Siu, which rose
boldly ahead until they terminated in the now cloud-
capped Peaks of Hi-kosan and Tarutagama. Was it
that the Furious was tired of buffeting the wide sea,
and had determined, like the Bounty of Otaheitian
fame, to place herself in one of the lovely nooks ahecad?
No: the channel will show out presently; the beautiful
but sadly notorious island of Takaboko bars the view
of the entrance to the inner harbour.

Lovely, yet wicked Takaboko—better known as the
Papenberg—how calm and smiling it looked down upon
our wooden home as we swept past, almost touching it!
It so peaceful, so full of repose—we all throb and noise,
routine and formality ! There, in that pretty nook, we
should, we felt assuredly, find that rest, that peace
which all men crave for, but so seldom find! “A
battery in amongst those trees!sir,” said the shrill
voice of the signal midshipman, and “ four brass guns
init.” Brass guns and batteries in such an Eden ! what
barbarism | We thought with a sigh of an equally bar-
barous act perpetrated by those gallant Frenchmen, who
had planted Vauban batteries among the bread-fruit and
palm-trees of sweet Otaheite—the only spot that ex-
celled the scene of beauty which now surrounded us.

Beautiful Papenberg: Yet, if history spoke true,
deeds horrid enough for it to have been for ever
blighted by God's wrath had been perpetrated there
during the persecutions of the Christians in the seven-
teenth century. It was the Golgotha of the many
martyrs to the Roman Catholic faith. There by day
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and by night its steep clifis had rung with the agonised
shriek of strong men, or the wail of women and chil-
dren, launched to rest, after torture, in the deep waters
around the island. If Jesuit records are to be believed,
the fortitude and virtue exhibited by their Japanese
converts in those sad hours of affliction, have not been

excelled in any part of the world since religion gave
another plea to man to destroy his fellow - creature ;
and may it not be that the beauty with which nature
now adorns that rock of serrows is her hale of glory
around a spot rendered holy by the sufferings, doubt-
less, of many that were brave and good ¢ Yes! let us
think so, and forget the envy, hatred, and malice which
once raged rampant there. Let us forget its past his-
tory, and look at that Japanese Hebe who stands on
the pathway up the face of the Papenberg, and stares
at the frigate sweeping past under her feet. Uncon-
scrous of the admiration and the telescopes which are
directed at her, gentle heathen ! of course she is per-
fectly ignorant of all the compliments her grace and
neatness are calling forth ; but she puts up her hand
and rearranges the brilliant red flowers in her jetty
hair. Now she laughs, and, throwing lLer head aside
archly, displays such a glittering set of white teeth !
That angel of the Papenberg redeems all the blemishes
we might have seen in it ; and, like the lovely daughter
in the legend of an Ogre’s castle, shall she not perfectly
reconcile alt true knights to the crimes of tlie remorse-
less grants who of old held their sway there ?

“Hard a-starboard <ir!” evelaims onr Palinwirie -
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and as the spokes of the wheel fly round, the ship
turng sharply into the fine channel of water leading up
to Nangasaki. That city faced us, spread round the
base of a hill at the farther end of the harbour, and
having immediately in front of it a rude collection of
hybrid European houses, with a flagstaff on the artifi-
- clal 1sland of Decima, whereon the Japanese had held
the Dutchmen voluntary prisoners ever since the ex-
pulsion of the Portuguese in 1613. The poor Dutch-
men endured insult, restraint, and contumely, rather
than forego certain advantages in carrying out Japanese
copper and retailing it to Europeans at an enormous
profit. Long-suffering and endaring vendors of strong
Dutch cheese, Zealand butter, and pleasant schnapps,
relief came at last! The Dame Partingtons at home
trundled their mops in the face of Holy Mother “ Rus-
sia,” when she felt her mission called her to trounce
the Turk and take Constantinople. The Japanese
Emperor was astonished to find the belligerents play-
ing a game of hide-and-seek in his many bays and
harbours, and wiscly concluded that the orthodox old
lady of Moscow, whose dominions approached suspi-
ciously close to Japan, might one day think it as
Christian-like to rob a Buddhist as a Mohammedan
neighbour. He has very wisely departed from the
ancient laws of his realm, and has sought for aid and
protection where, strangely enough, he can find them,
in the friendship of four or five nations who cordially
dislike and are jealous of each other. But a truce to
politics for a fime——the amlitiom  of v o e ot
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the crimes of the Christian and heathen, may be
studied elsewhere. Let us satisfy ourselves with simply
inhaling healthful pleasure from the contemplation of
the loveliness nature has spread over the harbour of
Nangasaki, |

A long fiord of blue water stretches two miles inland
between sloping hills which spring from the sea with
a bold, rocky escarpment, and then roll gently baek,
rising to an altitude of a thousand feet or s0 ; and
these are overlooked by still more lofty giants—every
mountain-side covered ‘with all that can gladden a
landscape, and down every ravine gladsome streams
rushing on to the sea. Here a village, there a quaint
bark anchered in a sandy cove ; now an official abode
with square-cut terrace and upright fence, so properly
stiff, starched, and queer, you felt sure you had only to
knock and that one of the Barnacles of society would
appear ; then, nestling in the midst of green trees and
Howery gardens, were the prettiest chalets seen out of
Switzerland ; children, with no clothes at all, rolling
on the grass, or tumbling in and out of the water ;
whilst their respected parents, with but few habili-
ments to incommode them, gravely waved their fans,
or sat gazing upon the newly-arrived vessels. Oh! it
was a goodly sight ; but we were all in the mood to be
pleased ; and had the sky been less elear, the air less
bracing, and the climate as bad as that of China, we
should assuredly still have admired it.

In former days, a chain of guard-boats used to oxtend

AAPNoo ‘f‘.]'iﬂ ante of thie Taranoon vata ol com F i T B
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- men-of-war, during the Russian war, nearly paddled
- over them ; and we too, it had been determined, were
not to be stopped by them. The Japanese officers of
. .the present day are far wiser in their generation than
" those who, when the frigate of Captain Sir Israel Pel-
- lew forced her way into the harbour during the French
war, disesmbowelled themselves rather than survive the
disgrace. We found all the boats removed and made
fast in by the shore. One officer, more anxious than
the rest to do his duty, or, Asiatic like, desirous of
ascertaining to what lengths he might go, stood up in
his boat as we came abreast of him, and mildly gesti-
culated with his fan (the everlasting emblem of office
in Japan) for us to go back again | ‘We would fain not
have seen it ; but of course the officious signalman im-
mediately reported that there was a J apanese officer
waving. A spy-glass was brought steadily to bear
on him ; the wretch was about fifty yards off ; the
action of the fan became at once less violent, then
irregular, as if the waver of the fan was in 2 dilemma ;
then a spasmodic jerk ; the glass was kept steadily on
the wretch (we feared lest the Ambassador should see
him and cry halt )—there was a pause, another futter
—hurrah ; he shut up his fan, and retired under hig
awning, beaten. He had only to perform Haki-kari or
disembowelment, and we might proceed, giving the
officious signalman orders not to make nonsensicg]
reports of every Japanese who chose to fan himself !
We soon anchored off Nangasaki, close to a gallant
bark from Holland—just such a ship as should always

| ——
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sail from stout Amsterdam ; none of your fly-away
newiangled vessels, lean as a greyhound, and quite as
tast—Dbut full, round, and frau-like—exactly the craft,
in short, that a vessel rejoicing in the name of the
Zeevaart ought to be. Beside her rode gaily, at her
anchors—which, with every disposition to be gallant
to ships and ladies, we cannot say the Zeevaart did—a
Japanese screw schooner, under the simple imperial
flag, a red ball on a white ground. She had been
purchased from the Dutch, for some fabulous sum in
copper bars, unless rumour belied the honest burghers
of Decima ; and all her officers and men were natives,
from the enginecr to the captain ; and from what we
saw of their excrcise aloft, and what we heard from
their Dutch naval instructors, our impression was very
favourable to the prospect of the Japanese shortly being
again the able and skilful seamen they were three cen-
turics ago, when they used to navigate their frail native
craft as far as the ports of Indostan.

An hour passed—no officials came near us. The
native boats, before alluded to, had followed the ship,
and now hung listlessly about her. The officers in
them were cvidently very inquisitive ; but as we did
not invite their approach, they still kept aloof The
Dutchmen on shore seemed equally shy. Some half-
dozen sailors, in red shirts, lolled about the landing-
place of Decima ; but Decima showed no other sion
of vitality, and smoke rose as steadily from the Dutch
skipper’s pipe as he leant over the rail of his argosy
and peered at us, as it would have done in the sleepiest
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landscape in watery Holland. It suddenly struck us
that Decima had gone to bed, and that here, as in
Batavia, the community dine about noon, and after
 dinner all the Mynheers, Fraus, and Frauleins retire to
rest, rising from their second sleep about four or five
o'clock in the afternoon. We were, we Soon ascer-
tained, right in our suspicions ; but an officer was sent
on shore, remorselessly to stir up the sleeping burghers
of Decima with the information of the arrival of his
Excellency the British Ambassador.

There was soon a general flurry, for the Japanese
appeared to have been waiting for their Dutch friends
to awake, to inquire if we might be visited, J apanese
officials, with pockets full of paper, pens, and ink,
hurried off—jolly good-natured-looking fellows; always
ready to laugh, and.in appearance resen:ihling more
the Kanaka races of the South-Sea Islands than the
Chinese we had left behind us. Their dress, in some
respects, was Chinese, and their language sounding
very like a mixture of the discordancy of that most
discordant of langnages, and the soft liqguid sounds of
the Kanaka toncue, But how they intermga.ted’ us f—
what was the ship’s name, our name, the Ambassador's
titles—everybody’s name and age—everybody’s rank
and business—what did we want—whither were we
going—whence did we come—how many ships were
coming—where was our Admiral? Indeed, a Russian
customhouse agent, or a British census paper, could
not have put more astounding questions, whether in
number or nature, than did these Nangasaki reporters.

| —.
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We were as patient as naval officers, or angels, may
usualtly be supposed to be under such circumstances ;—
answered all their questions—allowed them to see,
touch, smell, and hear everything, except the British
Ambassador, who was in his cabin—and then dis-
missed them with a glass of sherry and a biscuit.
The captain and first-lieutenant had hardly congratu-
lated themselves that, at any rate, that portion of the
pleasure of visiting Japan was over, when another
boatful of reporters arrived, tumbled up the ladder,
were very well-behaved, but asked exactly the same
questions, and went exactly through the same farce as
the first party had done. They were, we learnt, dupli-
cate reporters, whose statements served to check and
correct those of the first set of inquirers. Directly

they left us, a two-sworded official arrived—two

swords 1n Japan, like two epaulettes in Europe, indi-

cate an officer of some standing, He introduced him-
self through a Japanese interpreter, who spoke English
remarkably well, as “a chief officer,” who had an
official commuunication to make. Would he sit down
—would he be pleased to unbosom himself? Could he
not sce the Ambassador? Impossible! What! “a
chief officer™ communicate with an ambasgsador! We

were truly horrified. The chief officer must be simply

nsane : did he couple the representative of the majesty
of Great Britain with some superintendent of trade?

The chief officer apologised; he was very properly
shocked at the proposition that he had made ; he saw
his error, and, what was more to our vurhose the
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Ambassador assumed a size and importance in his
eyes which it would have been difficult to have
. realised. The “chief officer” then put his questions—
- Did Lord Elgin intend to call upon the Governor of
Nangasaki? No; he had not time to do so. Did he
expect the Governor to wait upon him? The Governor
could please himself—the Ambassador would receive
him if he came. If the Lieutenant-Governor called on
Lord Elgin, would his Excellency receive him? Yes.
-—This was all the chief officer had to say ; his mission
was a speclal one ; he begged to wish us good morning,
merely adding that the Governor of Nangasaki hoped the
Ambassador would kindly accept a small present which
would shortly be serit. The present arrived shortly
afterwards—a stout cob-built pig of three hundred-
weight ; and such a quantity of pumpkins ! 1t looked
at first very like a joke; indeed, the infernal music of
an animal never seen alive on board a man-of-war,
added to the comicality of the affair ; but the fact is,
that the Japanese arc a sober-minded, thrifty people,
and nothing evinces it better than the following inter-

esting custom, followed in this as in all other cases :—
Whenever a Japanese makes a present, whatever the
rank of the parties or the value of the gift may be,
the donor encloses in an envelope, bearing his name
and compliments, a small piece of dried salt-fish,
emblematical of the poverty of their ancestors, and of
the thrift wherchby their present affluence has been

attained ; and this is often wrapped in a piece of paper,
on which is written the following favourite sentence,
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“ Happy those who never depart from the wisdom of
their ancestors,”—a Confucian as well as protectionist
doctrine, the widespread faith in which; in this remote
part of the world, may be possibly confirmatory and
consolatory to some at home who will not believe that
free trade and repeal of corn-laws can be beneficial to
their country. After this little episode of pig, pump-
kin, and salt-fish, the Dutch gentlemen belonging to
the factory turned up. The secretary of the Dutch
superintendent of trade came, accompanied by two
naval officers, instructors lent by the government of
Holland to teach the Japanese the arts of navigation,
gunnery, and nautical science generally. The former
had to explain that the supecrintendent, Mr Donker
Curtius, was absent on public business, and the latter
told us that their senior officer or commandant was
sick ; but they had a good deal of interesting infor-
mation to give, which was to the following effect :—
The superintendent of the factory, Mr Donker Cur-
tius, had been in Jeddo during the past six months,
as well as Mr Harris, the American consul-general
from Simoda, a port on the opposite coast of Japan,
Alarmed by the rumours of the allied operations
against China, the Japanese government was at first
very fair spoken upon the subjects of granting a
treaty to Holland and America, opening her commerce
and ports to them, admitting free intercourse with the
people, and practising relicious toleration. At one
time the 14th April had been agreed upon as the
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day for the final signature of a treaty; then it was
postponed : then rumours were spread of the priest-
hood, the spiritual emperor, and certain independent
nobles, having opposed insurmountable obstacles to
any concession. The Tai-koon, or Temporal Elﬁpernr,
as well as the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
the Prince of Bitsu, appeared well aware of the neces-
sity for some arrangement being made to pacify the
Europeans ; but they doubtless delayed as long as they
could, to see the issue of our efforts to open up China
before they yielded themselves; and at last, although
always most kindly treated and generously lodged, Mr
Curtins and Mr Harris found it necessary to return to
their respective posts, ag empty-handed as they went.
Mr Harris, having but a short distance to go, was
doubtless by this time in Simoda, but Mr Donker
Curtius, when last heard of, was still on the road, and
could not arrive for a week or so. This news, at the
first glance, looked unpromising : but there was this
one point very certain, that if the Japanese intended
to be guided as to their future policy by the conces-
sions England and France should wring from China,
we could show that the Court of Pekin had yielded all,
and more than was expected from them ; and they, at
any rate, were saved the humiliation of being the first
to concede the point of the exclusion of strangers, &e.
It secmed likely that the Americans would turn our
opcrations to account, by working on the fears of the
Japanese ; for the United States steamer Powhattan,
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bearing the flag of Flag-officer T&ttnal;* had gone
direct from the Guif of Pecheli to Nangasaki, bearing
the news of our success, and spreading tales of our
numbers and intentions, which caused no small alarm
amongst a people who for twelve months had been
kept in a state of cxcitement by rumours of our doings
1n their neighbourhood.

¥ Flag-officer i8 now the official designation of the American naval
Commander-in-Chief. They find Commodore an inconvenient title,
and have not as yet brought themselves to use the term Admiral.



‘CHAPTER IIL

PAssixG showers of rain, which set in towards evening,
did not deter the officers and many of the Earl of
Elgin's staff from visiting Decima and Nangasaki®
They returned delighted with the cleanliness and order
of the towns, the civility of the people, and better still,
the .absence of all those unmentionable smells which
haunt the visitor on the shores of the neighbouring
“continent of China. About sundown the boom of
three heavy guns twice repeated rolled from scaward
over the hills around our anchorage; presently the
same souds came apparently from some nearer point ;
the battery above the town next took up the tune, and
- then the reports were heard again and again, until lost
in the distance. When we inquired what all this noise
was about, a Japanese interpreter informed us that two
European sail had appeared in sight of the look-outs,
and that these guns were signalising the fact through-
out the interior up to Miaco, where the spiritual
Emperor resides. Their mecthod, in the absence of
clectricity, is a rapid mode of signalising; but the

* We have preferred to spell Nangasaki thus, because the v in Japan
is wsually pronounced like ng,
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expense must be enormous, and can only be supported
by a naturally thrifty government, through excessive
jealousy and anxiety to know of the movements of
Europeans. Next day the arrival of the naval Com-
mander-in-Chief, Sir Michael Seymonr, in the Cal-
cutta, towed by the Inflexible, Captain Brooker,
proved that the Japanese look-out men's eyes were as
correct as they were keen,

It was early morning when we landed at Decima ;
and in justice to the Dutch residents, whosc post-
prandial somnolence we have already mentioned, it
must be owned, that they had risen with the lark, as
men should who dine when the sun is in the zenith.
Decima, the foreign quarter of Nangasaki, is an island,
and dear old Kaunpfer, the most charming of old
Dutch writers upon Japan, compares it in form to an
outspread fan without a handle. Its length cannot be
much more than five or six hundred yards, and the
settlement consists of one street of that extent, inter-
sected atb 1ts centre by a short one leading to the only
bridge which spans the canal that separates the onee
hated Christians from the good folks of Nangasaki.
Along this strect are the houses of the Dutch residents,
and their Japanese agents and retainers, besides a
nuiber of native stores filled with articles of Japanese
manufacture, and called by the name of the Dutch
Bazaar. Decima and the residents were all awake
and stirrimg ;

b T

imported produce; a store here and there was open,

a fcw porters were carrying bales of
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some commercial movement was taking place; but
Decima, wide awake and stirring, had none of the rush
und throb of buyers and sellers, such as we had seen
at the ports of China frequented by Eurepean mer-
chants. How changed the scene will be (one involun-
tarily exclaimed) a few years hence, when Cockney,
Scot, and New-Yorker shall be competing who can
make money fastest, or be the quickest to improve the
Japa-nese off the face of the earth! Whatever the
future Decima may be, Decima as we found it was a
solemn-looking, weird-like place, as if bearing the im-
press of its past strange history, and as if haunted by
the memory of the Portnguese and Dutchmen, whose
Jail it had been, Tt seemed to say to you, “ Yes! here
the contemned Pagan crushed and exterminated the
professors and believers in your faith, oh Christian,
and tempted with gold these poor Dutchmen to com-
mit apostasy, and for its sake they did it!” Even
the very stones bear witness to what depths of de-
gradation nations will stoop to preserve some base
- commercial or political advantage; and without any
wish to throw stones at our Protestant neighbours, it
would be well if all the reclamations against the Dutch
in Japan, by the Roman Catholic writers, could be
gainsaid. Could one forget, standing on Decima, that
they tortured the Christians instead of merely expell-
ing them the country, one’s sympathies would all be
with the Japanese.

What could be more noble, more self-denying and
energetle, than the course thev vpursued. when thev
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found their independence as a free State was imperilled
by the adoption of the Romish faith of those days?
The Portuguese found the Japanese merchants trading
to every part of the East Indies, and they had from the
earliest tlmes been 1n Intimate commercial relation
with China, sometimes dependent upon her, at other
times fiercely assailing her. Their country could not
produce many of the luxuries, hardly the necessaries
of life, and necessity as well as interest urged the
Japanese merchant, in his frail bark, to very distant
ports, Yet when it was deemed requisite by their
Emperor, the sacrifice was made—all foreign trade
ceased—dJapan recoiled from connection with every
nation, and by dint of great exertions, not only vigor-
ously carried out this system, but, judging by the pre-
sent happy and contented condition of her people, has
had no reason to regret it. “ Not a Christian shall
remain in Japan,” said the edict; and it was a sort
of compromise when the Emperor Yeye Mitsu, after
driving the pricsts from his dominions, putting their
converts to death and expelling the Spaniards, caused
a heap of rubbish to be piled up in shoal-water off the
town of Nangasaki, and in 1635 ordered the Portu-
guese to confine themsclves to that, the present Decima,
Before this time these foreigners had been at liberty
to wander about and establish themselves where they
pleased on the shores of Kin-Siu. On Decima the
Portuguese remained a short time, subjected to every
degradation, instigated, they declared, in a great mea-
sure by the Dutch, who then were located at Firando.
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First their wives and children were banished to Macao:
then’ they were compelled tb abstain from the public
services of their Church ; and, lastly, they were ordered
to tread upon the emblem of their faith. Instead of
flying the country, they raised a rebellion ; and under
the bloody ruins of Simbarra, a city a short distance
to the southward, the Portuguese, their converts, and
priests, found a common grave ; the Duich assisting in
what the Church of Rome dignifies with the title of
martyrdom, but which was nothing more than the
bloody penalty of a religious insurrection. This hap-
pened in 1640. Two short years afterwards, the
Dutch, at Firando (for we English had voluntarily
withdrawn, in consequence of difficulties arising from
the Great Rebellion and other causes), were peremp-
torily ordered to quit their factory, to erase the date of
1ts erection from the portals, and proceed to Decima.
“Yon will cease to observe the Sabbath,” said the
mandate ; “and on all other points be guided by the
instructions you will receivefrom the Lords of Firando!”
~The poor Dutchmen went tamely to their jail ; and
though the most enterprising seamen of that day—
though their stout burghers had shaken off the strong
grip of Spain—still Japanese gold kobangs, and Ja-
panese copper bars, reconciled them to the contumely
they must endure, if they desired to share in those
good things ; and they bore it with all the phlegm and
patience of their race for two centuries. And now,
when Americans, Russians, and British have come to
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obligations of 1858, they have roused up, looking
rather cross, as if we had much better have lot things
be,

The sun, however, was rising too fast over the Peak
of Hi-kosan (giving already an earnest of a consider-
ably Lot day), for us to stand longer ruminating on
the past or present of Decima.

Wood enters largely into the construction of all Ja-
panese dwellings ; those in Decima are no exception to
the rule; but the European houses, though probably
very comfortable, are, without exeeption, formed on
the ugliest models Holland ever produced. I need
not describe them. The cottages in a box of Nurem-
berg wooden toys represent them cxactly ; small black
ctibes of wood, four white windows in iront, as many
behind, and a red door. It 1s, therefore, to the credit
of the taste of the natives resident in Deeima, that
they appear in no way to have copled the Duteh mode
of house-building, but have adhered fatthfully to their
own ideas of the comfortable—which seemed to be
comprised under the two sound conditions of good
ventilation and plenty of light.

A Japanecse house consists of a ground-floor and
top-story. The front and back of the basement can
be removed at pleasure, leaving it quite open, through
the premises, for air and light, except where the posts
supporting the first floor intervene. Usually, the front .
panels only are removed during the daytime, and the
back panels, formed of a light, graceful, wood frame-



A CRUISE IN JAPANESE WATERS, 39

work, covered with translucent paper, are left to screen
the cooking departments and back premises. The floor
of the basement is raised about three feet above the
level of the ground, and is neatly boarded, and then
laid over with a serfes of stuffed grass mats, on which
the inmates walk, sit, feed, and sleep. If it is a shop,
the arrangements are still the same, except that the
boxes or drawers containing the goods are arranged on
shelves on either side, and the merchant and purchasers
n their socks—for all shoes and boots are caref ully put
off on these mats—sit on the floor to diseuss prices and
qualities. The story overhead serves as a place of abode
for their wives and families, and those we visited are in
height, and ventilation, and. cleanliness, vastly superior
to the majority of up-stairs rooms in the East,

There was hardly a house in Nangasaki that had not
some sort of garden attached to it, and all were well
and tastefully kept: but the most striking thing in
this city (and it was gencrally observed by all of us in
Japan) was that every man, woman, and child looked
happy and contented ! There was an exception to the
rule—a number of unfortunate solemnities who were
in charge of the gateway leading from Decima to Nan-
gasaki ; and they were evidently bored to death. Poor
scribes | they had to keep notes of everything, animate
and inanimate, that went in or out of that solitary out-
let to Japan ! Every one else met us with a friendly
smile, or a good-natured look of amazement, at cither
our brilliant buttons, our shining boots, or some otlier
phenomenon exhibited in the gorgeous attirc of a Bri-
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tish naval officer. The labouring portion of the male
population decidedly took little anxious care for their
raiment—a piece of cotton cloth, a yard long and six
inches wide, constituting their general attire; and
many of the children might haye just escaped from
Liden, so innocent were they of any clothing. Laugh-
Ing and coaxing, they came unhesitatingly up to us,
begging, in their naturally pretty way, for buttons,
“ Cassi button?” “ Cassi button?” It was irresistible,
and we gave all we could spare; but what those:little
urchins were going to do with buttons; seeing they had
neither rag nor ornament upon them, was a puzzle to
us. The grown-up women were modestly attired in
dark-coloured garments, their beautiful hair neatly
dressed, and, but that their nails were dyed, there was
a general appearance of beauty about them, combined
with much grace in the figures of the younger ones.
The Japanese officials and gentry were very well
dressed, and in their attire displayed considerable dan-
dyism, according to their own fashion. But in their
dress, as well as in their houses, in Japan, we noticed
the prevalence of sombre colours, and the absence of
that vulgar colouring and tinsel-work so common in
China. Here the out-door dress of the ladies, and that
of the poor girls at the tea-gardens, and the wives of
the tradespeople, was quiet in colour, however fine the
texture might be ; and amongst the official dresses of
the officers, black, dark blue, and black and white pat-
terns, were the most general. Their houses and temples
are likewise painted less caudily than clsewhere in the

L3
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East, and there was far less gilding about them. This
peculiarity in Japanese taste was one of the first im-
pressions received on our visiting Japan, and, like
many first impressions, proved to be correct.

We found the Dutch bazaar at Decima filled with
poreelain and lacker-ware in a thousand tasteful forms ;
we had fancied ourselves perfectly blasé about all “ cu-
- riosities,” but such impenetrability gave way rapidly
with the temptation before us. The first feeling was
a desire to buy up everything, where ail was so pretty.
Tables, curiously inlaid with mother-of-pearl-—repre-
sentations of birds and animals, which our papier-
maché manufacturers, or those of France, would give
anything to be able to imitate—cabinets, on which
golden fish or tortoise stood out in most truthful relief
—wonderful little gems in ivory, bone, or wood, fifty
tinies more replete with originality, skill, and wit than
anything China ever produced—porcclain so delicate,
that you were almost afraid to touch it—in short, a
child in a pastrycook’s shop mever ran from sweet to
sweet more perplexed to know which to invest in,
than we that mornine in Decima bazaar !

We were fast approaching the bottom of a very
modest purse, and, in exultation at our purchases,
remarked to a Dutch understrapper, who happened to
be near, that the articles were most beautiful,  Most
beauntifuls,” he repeated ; “the Dotch bazaar has all
the beautifuls things—you will find noting in the

Roshian bazaar,” Here he smiled with supreme con-
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fully, “ Roshian bazaar ! there is notings beautifuls in
that bazaar.”

We instantly resolved to go there (so naturally per-
verse 1s man), but inquired of our friend, whether the
bazaar to which he alluded was for the sale of Russian
produce or manufacture ?

“ Nay, nay,” said my scornful Hollander; “they have
notings Roshian in it—only they frightened the Japan-
ese, to make them open another place in which tings
might be bought, and had it called a Roshian bazaar.”

“They have been much about Japan of late?” I
remarked. |

“Yah! very moch, and more by-and-by.” Then he
wagged his head and sighed, evidently secing sad days
in store for Japan and Dutch merchants at Decima.

Why is it, we thoucht, as we hurried off into Nan-
gasaki, that Russia is always thus the bdle noir of
every man, except Monsieur le Comte de Morny 2

Through a gateway we entered the Russian bazaar :
it was situated close to the water-side, and consisted
of an enclosed quadrangle, about an acre in extent,
having on three sides booths, in which & profusion of
articles were exhibited for sale—much of the same sort
we had seen in Decima, but perhaps not quite so good,
though in greater variety. A rush of officers from the
men-of-war in port now took place—each stall was
speedily besieged with cager faces; and eager voices,
in good round Saxon, were clamouring to know the

price of everything, and to be served immediately,
m. .. T _ . . . | b | - . | e
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session and commercial acumen, under this sudden
n'ﬁslaught of purchasers. A Chinaman would have sat
- down sulkily, smoked his pipe, and given short answers
te be rid of such a crowd of purchasers. The J apanese
called for move aid, and then briskly rushed about the
booth, giving information, praised his wares, packed up
and despatched his goods expeditiously, and laughed
and smiled all the while, as if the whole thing was an
admirable joke. They were quite as ready to sell as
we were to buy, and showed g degree of handiness,
intelligence, and good arrangement, which augured
well for their management of commercial transactions
upon a more extensive scale.

By the old laws of the Japanese Empire, the export-
ation of their currency, whether gold, silver, or copper,
is strictly prohibited, and to insure 1t, no European is
allowed to possess native coin. The difficulty, there-
fore, of purchasing would be eveat upon that ground
alone ; but in addition to this rule, another exists, by
which the natives are forbidden to TECELVe OUl COins
either.  For a while, it seemed there must be a dead-
lock in the market:; but it was explained to us that a
government bank existed in the bazaar, where we
could obtain paper currency, (available only in Nan-
gasaki) in exchange for our dollars. From that bank
we cume out with bundles of very simple-looking
strips of card-board covered with cabalistic signs, indi-
cative of their value, in lieu of the silver we had given
—a favour for which the Government charged us six
per cont! With these Japanese bank-notes we paid
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the tradesmen, whom no amount of persuasion could
induce to receive silver ; and they again, poor fellows,
had to present them at the bank, and receive the
amount in the metallic currency of the country, paying
of course a handsome tax for the honour of selling to
the foreigners, Apart from this little restriction upon
the exchange, there was no difficulty in making pur-
chases ; and it was very remarkable that in this
country, which for two centuries had declared that it
required no foreign commerce, and was totally indif-
ferent either to the products or money of other
nations, and proved how great was the natural com-
mercial and money-making genius of the people—that
- nearly every article exposed in this Russian_ bazaar
was the manufacture of the dependants of the prince
upon whose ferritory Nangasaki was situated. We
were then assured, and subsequent information con-
firmed the statement, that nearly all the independent
princes emulate each other in manufacturing, or rather
imitating, every European article that can be ecopied,
and then send the surplus specimens to be sold through-
out the empire.

At one stall we found microscopes, telescopes, sun-
dials, rules, scales, clocks, knives, spoons, glass, beads,
trinkets, and mirrors—all of native make upon Huro-
pean models—and the prices were so ridiculously
small, that even at the lowest ecstimate of the value of
labour it was a puzzle how any profit could be realised
upon the articles. The microscopes were very neat,
and intended to be carried in the pocket : an imitation
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morocco case opened, and contained within it a small
and not powerful lens, fixed in a metal frame at a
short distance from an wupright pin, on which the
object for examination was to be stuck, and the entire
workmanship was highly creditable. The telescopes
were framed in stiff' paper-cases, sufficiently thick and
ingeniously lackered to resemble leather over wood.
The glasses, though small, were clear : the magn?ifying
power was not great, but it was a marvel to see such
an instrument sold for a shilling! We saw another
supertor description of Japanese tclescope, six feet
long when pulled out; it was quite as powerful and
as genuine as those real Dollands which our naval
outﬁttrera are In the habit of procuring for credulous
parents Shen equipping their sailor children at sea-
ports. The price at Nangasaki is a dollar or five
shillings, but at Portsmouth it is five pounds sterling !
The Japanese clocks exhibited for sale were beautiful
specimens of mechanism, and proved what we had
heard, that the people of this country are most cunning
1 the fashioning of metals.  One was like those table-
clocks we see at home under square glass-covers, all
the works being open to scrutiny ; it was six or eight
inches high, and about as broad, and it wonld have
been difficult to know it from one of Mr Dent’s best
of a like description. The Japanese day being divided
nto twelve hours of unequal duration-—dependent, so
far as we could understand, wpon the amount of day-
light or davkness in each day—~-the dial of their clocks
was thercfore clifferent from ours; in somie it was
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changed every month, and in others the motion of the
bands was reculated by an ingenious adaptation of
weights and increased or decreased length of pen-
dulum. A good clock of this description, which, from
its clegance, and the Deautiful workmanship and
chasing of the exterior, would have heey an ornanient
anywhere, was only priced at about £8.

When Japan was first visited by Europeans, silk in
the raw state was largely imported from Tonquin and
China: it appears likely that, when N angasaki is opened
acain to foreign commeree, silk, both raw auwl N1A-
factured, will be exported to an equal extent.  Manu-
facturcd silks and crapes were both plentiful and
cheap, and some of the heavier deseriptions, such as
are 1ot made in China,  The gentry and higher orders
ot tradespeople wore sill, and it appears that, during
the period Japan has shut herself out from the world,
she has suceeeded in successfully natwealising the silk-
WOrnL

Fvery dollar spent, and nearly denuded of uniform
buttons, which had been presented as gages o umitid
to the delighted children in the streets, we strolled
back to the landing-place, and pulled to the ship,
raced off for the greater part of the distance by a oiv's
crew of Japanese men-of-war's men — stout - built,
brawny-chested fellows, with shaved polls and beard-
less faces.  Of course it was highly unbecoming that
such exalted forcigners should mce against a beat-load
of black fellows, and our men ldbked as if they thought

+]"I|ﬂ;1" fi]'l':i"\p . B I]n. o F b | k| o o
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they were ordered to “givo way ;" but it was some-
thing to find a boat full of dark skins, who, from pure
8pirit of emulation, desired to mateh their bone and
muscle against white men; so they were indulged.
Right well the Johnnies—for who is not a bono
or “no bono Johnny” to our men %—put their wills to
their oars, and good-naturedly they laughed as we shot
by them, and told them in words and by signs that
they were stout good fellows. Then they tossed their
oars, and sheared off to his Imperial Japanese Majesty’s
schooner, a craft which looked in fair order, and on
board of which the men exercised daily aloft in a
| highly_g:editad)le manner.

- Our duy’s observations led us to a conclusion which
every hour in Japan confirmed—that the people in-
habiting it are a very remarkable race, and destined,
by God’s help, to play an important »dle in the future
history of this remote quarter of the olobe, It was
impossible not to reeoonise in their colour, features,
dress, and customs, the Semitic stock whence they
mus¢ have sprung ; but they diflered much, Physieally
and nientally, from that cold-blooded race. Full of
fresh life and energy, anxious to share and compete with
Enropean eivilisation, ready to acknowledge its supe-
riority, and desirous of adapting it to their social and
public wants, how charming a contrast to the stolid
Chinaman, who smiles blandly at some marvel of
western skill or science, and calmly assures you thas
their countrymen “hab got all the same that, Pekin
side !”  The Dutch naval and general instructors bore
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the highest testimony to the intelligence and mental
capacity of their pupils ; that their aptitude for every
branch of knowledge, and their avidity for acquiring
information, were equally remarkable. Mathematics,
algebra, and geography, they acquired con amore, and
the facility of computation by means of the European
system of arithmetic, astonished and delighted them
exceedingly, There was not a trade, or manufacture,
or invention common to Europe or the United States
that they did not expect to have explained to them,
in order that they might immediately proceed to
imitate 1t; and inquiries upon these subjects would
come from the Government, the nobles, ﬁnd the people
generally.  Like very inquisitive children, they often
nearly posed their instructors. |

One day some-great personage desired to lhave the
construction of Colt’s pistols and Sharp’s rifles ex-
plained to him, in order that he might undertake their
manufacture.® Another insisted upon making aneroids
- at Yedo. Glass-making in all its branches became a
great rage, and some of the specimens of ornamental
bottles were very original and tasteful in pattern, Iron
and brass guns were cast of every calibre up to those
of ten inches diameter. Shells, with the latest improve-
ments in fuzes, one prince could produce ; and another
became so enraptured with steam machinery, and I
daresay so shocked at the enormous price the Dutch

* We heard that the Prince of Saxuma had armed Lis retainers with

both of the above weapons, made by native workmen after models
obtained from Europeans,
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charged themn for their steamers, that a factory for
their construction was established, and one complete
engine had already been turned out of hand, put up in
a vessel built at Nangasaki, and actually worked about
the harbour.

On all the thousand and one difficulties that occurred
to the Japanese in carrying out their system of imitat-
Ing in Japan all we could produce in Europe, the Dutch
instructors were expected to throw a light, and perhaps
they sometimes suffer in reputation as oracles. They
put me much in mind of the unenviable position one of
our sailors is often placed in when he deserts to some
~ island in the Jouth Seas. “Can you preach, mend a
musket, ‘and ﬁght ¢” 13 the general questmn put by
the assembled natives, “Of course I can,” is the reply
of the poor fellow, who is installed immediately in the
triple office of high priest, oracle, and monarch ; and
amidst the unceasing calls upon his theology, his ora-

tory, his inventive powers, and his pugnacity, often
wishes himself safely back in the fore-top of her
Majesty’s brie Diver.

These Dutch gentlemen were not, however, daunted
by the difficulties they had to surmount, and strove
hard to impart all the knowledge that was sought.
As an instance of the abrupt and unexpected queries
put to them, one of these persons told me that a
Japanese came all the way from the capital, an over-
land journey of forty odd days’ duration, to inquire about
one particular subject, What was it 7—“Explain the
means bv whieh the hotivlv variafinte of +ha T v v o oo
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may be registered by means of a photographic appa-
ratus ! ”

My informant was for a time fairly puzzled, but at
last, in some recent work on photography, he found
what bad been done, and told the messenger how it
was possible to do so. “But surely you want some
other information ?” he asked. “No, that was what
he was sent to know, and he had no other business!”
The latest improvement adopted was to teach the young
men to ride in European fashion for military purposes ;
and whilst we were in Nangasaki, a Dutch non-com-
missioned officer was busy teaching a number of Ja-
panese gentlemen to ride in ariding-school constructed

tor the purpose.  When they were perfect, they wounld
be sent into different provinces to instruct their coun-
trymen ; for although there are abundance of lLorses in
Japan, and rather good ones too, still, what with straw-
shoes for their hoofs, and stirrups weighing fifty pounds
a-piece, and lackered saddles, it must be acknowledged
that their cavalry is as yet far from formidable. In
infantry movements I was told that they had for some
time received instruction, and that, as a militia, their
force was very respectable; indeed, a Russian officer
who was staying at Nangasaki, and who had seen much
of Japan, spoke of the perfect military organisation of
the empire in warm termss. From his description, the
entire population formed one complete army, of which
every town, village, and hamlet might be said to be
companies or sections, 'The power, however, of direct-
ing these forces upon any point, either for offonce or
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deferice, is vastly curbed by the independent tenure of
the three hundred and sixty princes. FEach offthese is
the chief authority in his own state, and, like th barons
of old, claims a power of life and death over ; sub-
jects, though at the same time acknowledging as their
sovereign and chief the Tai-koon, and the council resi-
dent in Yedo. Owing to the absence of the Dutch
superintendent of trade, Donker Curtius, upon the
diplomatic service spoken of in the last chapter, there
was a considerable amount of restraint in the bearing
" of the Dutch residents. They appeared in doubt what
part it was prudent to play, and what amount of
information to give in the present uncertain state of
the foreign relations between J apan and Europe. Per-
haps it was natural enough that they should not at
orice feel at ease, when the restrictions and contumely
they have endured so long were suddenly removed.
From what they said, it was utterly out of the question
for the British ambassador to attempt to open nego-
tiations with the imperial government through the
very inferior officers known to Europeans as the gover-
nor and lientenant-governor of Nangasaki : indeed, had
they even been men of rank, there were obvious reasons
why those who had been the instruments of an insuli-
ing policy towards Europeans should, if possible, have
nothing to do with the arrangements upon which our
future intercourse was to be carried on. The presentation
of the yacht sent by her most gracious Majesty to the
Emperor of Japan would have been equally improper
at this spot, and as, in the orders given to her com-
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mander, some one in England had by accident directed
her to be presented at Yedo, Lord Elgin availed himself
of that excuse for proceeding thither immediately. This
arrangement became all the more feasible, as the naval
commander-in-chief, who had been the person instructed
to deliver the yacht to the Japanese government, found
himself unable to go as far as Yedo at this moment,
and deputed the senior officer of our little squadron,
Captain Charles Barker, to do so, in such a manner,
timme, or place, as the Ambassador might desire; and to
Yedo, or as near it as possible, we were now to proceed.



COHAPTER 1V.

THE promised visit of the Licutenant-governor of Nan-
gasaki to his Excellency the British ambassador took
place in the afternoon. The Licutenant-governor was
anxious not only to see the Ambassador, of whom they
had heard Jouch in Japan, and whose advent in a
pacific character they little expected, but he wished to
examine and report upon the yacht Emperor. It was
arranged that, after the visit to Lord Elgin, the Lieu-
tenant-governor should proeceed to inspect her, escorted
by Lieutenant-commander Ward. On all previous oc-
casions that British men-of-war had visited Japan, or
that high officers of the two nations had exchanged
civilities, our usual custom of saluting with gung in
honour of their rank had been avolded, in obedience to
Japanese port-orders. Even on this occasion Lord
Elgin had requested the senior officer, Captain Barker,
not to pay him the usual token of respect, in deference,
as we coneluded, to the wishes of the Japanese authori
ties. Suspectinig, however, that the Japanese officials
might after all be inclined to stretch the point when
compliments to themselves were in question, it was
arranged that the Lieutenant-governor should Le asked
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if he would like a salute, and if so, it was Immediately
to be fired. He not only wished to be saluted, but
knew the number of charges he was entitled to by our
European code. 1 need not say that the Retribution
was firing away almost as soon as the wish was ex-
pressed ; and for the future, at any rate, British ships
need not hesitate to pay to their own or foreign officers
the proper marks of respect. We afterwards learnt
that the American and Russian tlag-officers had very
recently, in the same port, been firing salutes in honour
.of the anniversary of American independence, and of
each other.

It was suggested that it would give us great pleasure
to salute the Japanecse flag with twenty-one ouns, a8
men-of-war usually do on visiting the port of a friendly
power.  Our visitors approved of the idea amazingly ;
but on making an inquiry as to whether the forts or
ships would return the salute with an equal number of
guns (a stre qua non in all international salutes), they
replied—* Return  salute—how?—why?” We ex-
plained that if England salutes Japan, Japan must
return the compliment. “ Ah!” said the Interpreter,
“Japan cannot do that. Japan cannot salute: the
Government has given no authority to do so.” “Then
Please to tell the Governor that England cannot salute
until Japaun does,”

the Lieutcnant-governor then proceeded to lunch
with his Lordship. After lunch, the yacht was visited,
and the authorities expressed themselves delighted with
the completeness and beauty of everv part of the vecael
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and promised to send up to Yedo most favourable re-
- ports of the gift to his imperial majesty the Tai-koon
~of Japan,

Every one in the squadron asked why, of all things
to be found in Great Britain, the (Government should
have selected a yacht—about the only object that it
was utterly impossible the Tai-koon should ever usc?
Any one who had taken the trouble to read the briefest
- account of Japan could have known that. Yedo was
sald {0 be unapproachable for vessels ; and even if the
yacht, drawing twelve feet water, could touch the quay,
the Tai-koon at Yedo (like the spiritual Emperor at
Miaco) was forbidden to quit his palace, and so. could
fiever see her except with a spy-glass from his terraces,
two-milesoff | So far as an excuse for going to Yedo
was concerned, any present, with instructions to de-
liver it at that place, would certainly have answered
the purpose. When one saw how full of intelligence
all the higher classes in Japan were—how capable of
appreciating the skill and mechanism cmployed in any
of the marvels of scientific labour Great Britain con-
tains-—it was a subject of regret that a serew-schooner,
with bird’s-ecye maple panels and velvet cushions—
very handsome no doubt, but guite matched by most
river-boats in England or America—should have been
the only specimen sent of our mechanical or manu-
facturing skill.

A lientenant of the Russian navy, who had been
left behind in charge of a party of scorbutic sailors,
landed from the frigate Esvold, visited us, and had
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much to say of the untiring kindness of the authorities,
and of the Japanese in general ILieutenant I
declared them to be the finest race on the earth ; and
as he lived amongst them, and saw but littic of the
Duteh, he was in a good position to form an opinion
on the subject. .

There is, T think, far more of the South-Sea istander
than of the Chinaman in these inhabitants of Southern
Japan. Love, who never assuredly had so little nose
as to enter China, has made Japan his abiding-place,
and lurks in the bright eyes of all her bronze-cheeked
daughters—the “ ower gude ” may think too much so,
but, poor souls! let us be charitable until we teach
them better.  These people arc an active-minded, in-

teiligent race, obedient to their own laws - ; and obe-
dience to them is the only limit they know when they
serve or oblige the European. Two hundred years of
peace have not made them scorn the sword as the
best arbitrator of fraud or injustice, and military
rank 1s still held in high honour among them.
Woman holds in Japan g hi gh social position. She
1s not cooped up in pestiferous apartment to delight
some fattened-up Chinesc mandarin, or greasy Brah-
min, but contributes not a little to the charms of man’s
life; she has succeeded in asserting her right to be
treated like a rational being, quite as well able to take
care of herself as the sterner sex. Their freedom
granted, 1t 13 true, the fair damsels—nay, and the
matrons—have in some respects jumped over the
traces.”  Then, with a highly commendable Lkine to
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scrupulous cleanliness, they somewhat depart from
Western notions of propriety as to the time and place
for their ablutions, Yet, after all, that 1s a miere mat-
ter of taste. A tub of water in the open air, in a balmy
climate, is, all will allow, very delicious, and the ladies
of Nangasaki saw no good reason to forego their plea-
surable bath because there happened to be an unsoli-
cited influx of hairy-faced strangers, at a season of the
year when bathing was more than ever necessary. Their
own countryraen did not stop and stare, but went and
did likewise, Let future European residents resist the
temptation to adopt the al-fresco habits of the people :
meantime let us bear in mind qur good old motio,
“Honi soit qui mal y pense.” Co

We had been two days and one night in Nangasaki ;
the second evening was closing in, and though we
could not already be tired of it, yet ol ! we longed so
to be off to Yedo —Yedo, the mysterious city of such
enormous extent, famous for the heauty of its site,
with a population next in numbers to London. Yedo
was the great wonder it was just possible (thought and
said some sanguine individuals) that we might see,
The idea was scoffed at by our Dutch friends : it was
true that there was salt water, that the Quif of Yedo
washed the beach close up to the capital ; but then
there were banks and shallows aud dangers which
rendered it impossible for great ships to approach the
sacred city. Yet the sea was there, and where there
was salt water, there was hone for our hande ohine
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as Nangasaki, seemed unreasonable and restless. Took-
ing as we did that last beautiful evening on all the
loveliness around us, the rebuke at first seemed well
merited.  The bay by day is beautiful, but give mo
Nangasaki by moonlicht, when the heat is passing
away, and the cool breezes of mnight invigorate the
frame and stipple the polished surface of the water,
which reflects the starry beauty of the blue vault over-
head, except where the dark shadows of native and
foreign craft are thrown athwart it.  The delicate play
of the moonlight upon town, village, and upland ; the
phosphorescent wake of the numerous boats passing
and repassing ; the twinkling lights aund the drowsy
hum of a large city during the early hours of night—
all formed a picture which might tempt the mind to
rest here content.  And as we stood in that calm moon-
light we talked of wild scenes that had been enacted
here.  We hear of a goodly Spanish ship that sailed in
long ago through that seaward portal, now shrouded
by the dark gloom of the overhanging cliff. She is a
tall ship of three decks, a yearly trader from the Philip-
pines—a royal vessel combining the war-ship and mer-
chantman, Her swelling canvass furled, she swings to
her anchors, and flaunts from many a mast quaint
colours and pennons.  Culverins and brass pieces peer
out of her ports ; and the golden ensign, with its broad
bloody stripes, waves proudly over her stern, On
shore there is much excitement. Twelve months pre-
viously, the Japanese had learnt that a vesscl of their
country lad been basely set upon off the Philivnines
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by Spaniards, and the vessel and crew sunk in the
depths of the sea, and the imperial government had
forbidden Spaniards under pain of death to visit Ja-
pan. This galleon had come in contempt of the man-
date, and, though warned of the horrors that wounld
ensue, the Spaniard would not or could not sail. The
court issues a mandate, and the Spaniard must suffér
at any cost the penalty of his insolence, We may
fancy the muster of row-boats,—the Prince of Arima
arranging his devoted retainers, promising high reward
to the valiant, short shrift to the craven. We can fancy
the scornful feelings of the high-couraged Don in his
lofty bark for the yelping wolves around him, naked
half-armed infidels, who come against the steel-clad
conquerors of half the world! Then the shout of de-
fiance, and the wild music of the war-shell, as each
party rushed on. Wolves never went better at a sure
quarry than the Japanese at the huge ship. In spite
of resistance, they cling to her tall sides, scale them,
reach the upper deck, and throw themselves, regardless
of life, upon the astonished Spaniards, When too late,
the Don sees he has underrated his foe. He determines
_ toresort to a desperate expedicent of those times.* The
retrcat sounds, all the Spaniards rush below to the
lower deck, and the upper deck is blown up, and with
a yell of victory on their lips the Japanese are hurled
into the water scorched and burnt.

R I I L A VN . T . P . L I I & I L N Y, |
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Alas for the Spaniard! the wind is right adverse to
his escape, and every minute adds hundreds to the host
pouring down to the attack. There is nothing for it
but a death worthy of his race. Again the assaulit,
again numbers carry the day, and the resolute Spaniards
retire to the third deck, and again blow up the victors
above them. Thrice, says the J apanese chronicle quoted
by worthy Master Keempfer, was this desperate mode
of resistance resorted to, until defenders, assailants, and
galleon sunk in the bloody waters. Although the un-
fortunate infringers of the imperial edict had perished
to a man, the native historian acknowledges that the
triumph of Japanese justice had been won only by the
sacrifice of three thousand of her sons! Such was one
episode in the history of Nangasaki. Under the seduc.
tive appearances of this Japanese Capua are there still
such fierce and bloody feelings, which a single spark
may rouse into action ? : ,

In naval life, they who would be doing must neces-
sarily be restless, and too true is it that

“To kawe done,
Is to bang, like rusty armour, in monumental mockery,”

No sooner does a sailor anchor in quiet haven than he
would fain be pushing to sea ; no sooner there, than,
butfeted by wind and sea, he desires another port,
Some call this restlessness, discontent, and it has been
declared to be |

““ A fever at the core,
Fatal to him who bears, to all that ever bore.”
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And while we do not agree with this, we say that if
we sailors do not always know what is best for us, we
do not differ in this respect from the rest of mankind
—the tale of the three wishes and the famous black-
pudding having been invented long since for the reproof
upon that point of landsmen, no doubt. And as the
night is fine, and we do not sail before noon to-morrow,
let me tell you, as a pendant to that same story, the
nautical legend on the subject of constantly wishing
for what we have not got, and not knowing what we
want.  Down amongst those South-Sea isles which
fairies delight to visit, and sailors love to cruise in,
H.M. frigate had just sailed from some sweet
spot, where the songs were as sweet as those of Tobonas,
There had been weeping Neuhas on the shore, and
there was many a sad Torquil on board that day. No
one, except the restless captain, rejoiced in the spark-
ling blue Pacific and rattling trade-wind which filled
the frigate’s canvass, and sped her dancing over the
seg.

Tom Hardy sat on the fore-bitts, and said, “ There
Wwas 1o peace whatsomedever aboard a ship ; and it was
precious hard, just as a poor fellow had got exactly
what he wanted, that the adjective ship got under-
welgh, to pitch her adjective forecastle into a chopping
head-sea.” “Ah! you never knows what you really
want,” said his sage shipmate; “and if so be you
could get what you wants Just for the asking, you
would not know what to ask for” Tom used most
emphatic language, and wished himself in Very uncoms-
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fortable places if ever he should grow] again, provided
he could have three or four wishes fulfilled. Hardly
had the words passed Tom’s lips when a beautiful fairy
stood before him,

“Speak up, Tom Hardy,” said she ; say what you
want to make you a contented captain of the fo’castle.
I'll give yon four wishes, provided they are for as many
different things.” You might think Tom would be
for a moment startled ; but a beautiful lady, with a
profusion of hair and very little clothing, was not quite
the thing to frighten him. *Thank ye, marm,” said
Tom, touching his cap; “I'm all ready, and much
obleeged to yer”” ¢ Then fire away ! ” said the fairy.
“First and foremost,” said Tom, “1 wants plenty of
grog.” “That you shall have,” replied the fairy, smil-
ing ; “real Jamaica pine-apple flavour—as much as
you can swim in.” You see the fairy was accustomed
ta sailors, “Then,” proceeded Tom, rubbing his hands,
“let us have heaps of "baccy—bird’s-eye and cavendish
mixed.” Al right, Tom !” said the lady ; “heaps of
’bacey, bird’s-eye and eavendish mixed, you shall have.”
“By Jove, you are a brick ! says Tom ; “you are
about the best friend I ever had. Lookye lere, my
beauty !” says he, getting up as if he was going to
shake hands with the fairy. “Hands off, Mr Tom | ”
cxclaimed she; “go on wishing. You are only half-
way through your bargain.” « Well,” says Tom, “what
I next wants—becging your parding, seelly you're a
lady—is plenty of pretty girls when I gocs ashore.”
“Very well | 7 replied the fairv. lauohine like anvihino
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~ “wyou shall have them too; and I'll throw some fiddlers
into the bargain” Tom was delighted. “By the
Lord Harry!” he said, “I'm happy now. I say,
chum ! how about not knowing what was good for
me? Here’s grog galore, heaps of ’baccy, and lots of
sweethearts. I'm content.” * But come, come, Tom,”
urged the fairy; “fulfil your part of the contract.
You must wish once more: be quick!” “Qh, bother
it!” growled out Tom Hardy; “must I really?”
“Yes ; come, be quick !’ she replied. “ Well, then,”
sald he, give us more grog.” “Your chum was in the
right,” said the fairy; “you don’t know what you
want. You ask for more grog, when I have already
promised you enough to swim in; and you have for-
gotten to ask to be put ashore from the frigate. You
are a good-for-nothing old growl, and so you will re-
main to the end of your days” With that she disap-
. peared ; and it is true enough Tom Hardy is now as

big an old growl as ever chewed quid on a forecastle,
though he firmly believes, if that fairy wounld only give
him another chance, he would know what to ask for.
The afternoon of August 5th, 1858, saw the good
~ ship steaming past the different headlands, islands,
and batt_er_i-es' as we quitted Nangasakl: the sea was
smooth, and played upon by just enough wind to give
animation to great numbers of native craft. Every
creek, channel, and bay was studded with vessels of all
sizes—from those of a hundred and fifty tons burthen
to petty fishing-boats—so that though the government

oo “mtordiatad farvaton arntvraoanaial trdoroacites +hata
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must be a vast coasting trade and a large seafaring
population. Brighter afterncon never shone, and the
scene was one of unsurpassed beauty and interest as
we bowled away southward to round the extreme poiut
of the Japanese group, and so enter the sea which
washes its castern seaboard. Between the deeply in-
dented coasts of the Morea and its off-lying islands and
this portion of Japan, there is much resemblance ; but
on close approach Japan:shows signs of a high order
of civilisation, energy, industry,. and wealth, which
modern Greece decidedly.does not exhibit, whatever it
did in olden days. -

Singular as is the construction of a Chinese junk,
and original as are the various appliances to meet the
requirements of her occupation as a traverser of stormy
seas, the Japanese vessels of large size are still more
curious. We saw many fully one hundred and twenty
tons burthen. Their length was about a hundred feet,
the extreme beam fully a fourth of the length, and far
aft as in the America yacht ; the depth of the hold
was not great, and the form of that portion of the
vessel that was immersed was very fine, and caleulated
for great speed. The bow was long, and the gunwale.
was not high, but it curved gently up into a lofty stem
very like that of the Roman galley, and finished, like
it, with an drnamental beak-head, serving to secure the
forestay of the solitary mast. The mast was a ponder-
ous mass of pieces of fir, glued, pegged, and hooped
together in the same way as those for our large ships
are built; the height from deck to truck was full fifty
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feet, and the head of the mast had a eurve in it, to serve
“better as a derrick in supporting the heavy yard : the
halliards going in one direction aft, and the stay in the
other forward, seemed the prineipal supports of this
ponderous spar, but there were backstays and shrouds
in some cases. The yard was a rough clumsy spgr
slung amidship, the sail an oblong mass of cotton
cloths, which are not sewn, but laced vertically to
each other in such & manner that daylight may be
seen between the cloths of which the sail is composed ;
and when it is desirable to reet, a cloth is unlaced, and
the sail reduced in a vertical direction—not horizontally,
as seamen of every other part of the world do, includ-
ing even those of China. This sail and mast are
placed well abaft the centre of the vessel, and to tack
or veer, the sheet and tack have merely to be Teversed.
When on a wind, the vessel's long bow and nose serve
like a head-sail to keep her from coming up into the
wind’s eye ; and it is truly strange to sec a sail hang-
ing in a perfect bag, and each cloth in it what seamen
call bellying, like a yacht's balloon-jib, yet that the
vessel keeps a good wind, and makes great progress in
smooth water. In fhe arrangement of the stern and
~ rudder they differ little from thé Chinese, but the
tiller is marvellously long, doubtless to save labour by
increased leverage. The shores of the Japanese group
afford great facilitios for a coasting trade, from the
abundance of harbours, and the shelter for vessels of
small sze which can cling to the shore. This is one reg-
" son that every Japanese vessel is so profuselv furniched
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with anchors and cables. The former are of iron, and
of grapnel shape, right serviceable-locking, and all the
large vessels had from six to eight arranged on the
fore-end. This cireumstance gfwé us the first hint that
Japan was anything but a gmooth-water coast. These
traders navigate the great inland sea known as the
Suwo-nada, between the three great islands of Nipon-
Sikok and Kiu-siu; and they likewise run up and down
the west coast of Kiu-giu, and from Miaco to Yedo by
way of the Strait of Kino. We saw none of them on
the stormy east coast of Kiu-siu; indeed, in the weather
we experienced off it on two occasions, no native vessels
could have lived.

Towards sunset we saw on our larboard beam the
entrance to the great bay in Kiu-siu, on which the
1l - fated city of Simbarra stands. . The place still
exists—at least it is marked in the latest chart—and
history will preserve the name of a4 spot which was
the last stronghold.of native Christianity in Japan,
and which saw, as Roman Catholie writeré assert, the
destruction of thirty thousand converts to their faith.
It was at Simbarra, too, over the common grave of its
‘inhabitants, that the famous insc'i'iptiﬂn was erected,
warning the natives, that to prefer to their ancient
faith that of the Christians, would be to draw down
Upon themselves the punishment due to traitors to
their emperor and their countrys One sentence ran
thus :- “So long as the sun shall warm the earth, let
no Christian be so bold as to come to Japan; dnd let
all know that the Kino of Spain himself, or the
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Christian’s God (query, the Pope?), if he violate thig
command, shall pay for it with his head.”’ :
Before night closed in, the lofty inland heights in
the centre of southern Kiu-siu rose sharp and clear
against the sky, and throughout the first watch we
saw-the loom of these mountains, known to ancient
mariners under the not euphonious title of the high-
lands of Bungo! A freshening breeze sped us on,
and islands and rocks were rapidly passed as we hur-
ried to reach the channel (called after the navigator
Vancouver), which separates Kiu-siu from the long
string of dependent isles known as the Linschoten and
Loo-choo groups. There was a threatening twinkle
about the stars, which would have betokened g hard
north-easter upon our own shores; and ag, in ﬂpite'nf
a difference of twerty degrees of latitude between
England and Japan, there was reason to believe the
climates were much alike, we made preparations to
face the heavy gale and sea which would already be
lashing the coast to the eastward of Cape Satanomi-
saki,  The squadron had parted company, but we
expected we should all meet again at the port of
Simoda, our next rendezvous. Waiting for one another
‘was not to be thought of where expedition was so
necessary. Lord Elgin intended to finish off his work
in Japan, and return to Shanghai in time to meet
the Imperial Commissioners from Pekin. As we are
rounding the coast to enter the Straits of Vancouver
—irom right before the breeze to a taut bowline,
then, furling sails, sending down top-gallant yards
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and masts, and by the aid of steam power facing the
gale—we may, the better to understand the country we
are writing of, tell in a condensed form some of the
most striking passages of the history Of its inter-
course with foreign nations, The basis of the narra-
tive is taken from Purchas, Marco Polo, Kaempfer,
Siebold, and portions of a Chinese work entitled An
Lllustrated Notice of Countries beyond the Sea,* trans-
lated by Thomas Wade, Esq., Chinese Secretary to the
British Embassy, to whom I am indebted not only for
its perusal, but also for-some most able papers pub-
lished some years since.

* This work was compiled by Commissioner Lin, of opium notoricty,
during hLis disgrace in the last war with England, 1t first appeared in
1842, and has now gone through four editions, with considerable
corrections, 1t is rather remarkable that the wealthy family of Com-
missioner Ych contributed largely to the expenses of its publieation,



CHAPT: ER V.

JAPAN, 51‘, as the matives pronounce it, Nipon, con-
sists of three large islands, N ipon, Sikﬂ;k, and Jesso,
and a host of smaller ones, extending from lati-
tude 29° north to latitude 45° north. Nipon, which
gives its name to the empire, and is the abode of the
court, was doubtless the centre from which its pre-
sent civilisation emanated. e aPpears that the whole
group was inhabited long prior to the commencement
-of its authentic records. Whether first colonised by
refugees from the mainlands of China and the Corea,
or by a people who eame direct from Babel by a north-
about route, as old Keempfer maintains, can be of.little
importance. Travellers, like ourselves, may rejoice that,
if it was the confusion of tongues which led to the peo-
pling of Japan, the wanderers thither carried with them
a full, rich, and pleasant-sounding langnage, superior to
the wretched discordance of their neighbours in China.
It will be going back far enoucgh into the ancient

history of Nipon to say, that 650 years B.C., when
Eome was still in its long-clothes, a hero, known as
the Divine Warrior, invaded and conquered it from the

-— L
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a dynasty which has flourished to the present day, in
a line of 120 successive male and female monarchs,
Of their reigns, far better records exist than the oldest
European empire can boast. The early monarchs com-
bined in their person the double offices of high-priest
and generalissimo. Chinese historians, with their
usual modesty, assert that Jih-pun, as they; call Japan,
was voluntarily tributary to the Celestial eIMpPeror ;
but it is doubtful whether the imperial air of « subju-
gation perfected ” ever sounded in the ears of Japanese
tribute-bearers, unless in the same surreptitious manner
as 1t was once played over a British ambassador in
more modern days. |

Marco Polo was the first who brought Japan to
European ken under thrﬂ‘ name of Zipangu, and he
was at the Chinese capital in 1278, just after Kublai-
Khan with his Mongol hordes had overrun China. -
Envoys had been sent, we are told, to speak plainly to
the Emperor of Japan. Lest,” says Kublai-Khan,
“that the true state of things be not as yet known
and understood in your land, therefore I send to
acquaint you with my views. Already philosophers
desire to see all mankld one family : I am determined
to carry out this priMeiple, even though I should be
obliged to do so by force of arms: it is now the busi-
ness of the King of Ni-pon to decide what course ig
most agreeable to him.” The Mikado, or Ni-pon king,
did not enter at all into the philosophieal views of hig
powertul neighbour, and behaved very unlike a tribu-
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was at the Chinese capital in 1278, just after Kublai-
Khan with his Mongol hordes had overrun China.-
Envoys had been sent, we are told, to speak plainly to
the Emperor of Japan. * Lest,” says Kublai-Khan,
““that the true state of things be not as yet known
and understood in your land, therefore I send to
acquaint you with my views. Already philosophers
desire to see all mankind one family : I am determined
to carry out this principle, even though I should be
obliged to do so by force of arms : it is now the busi-
ness of the King of Ni-pon to decide what course is
most agreeable to him.” The Mikado, or Ni-pon king,
did not enter at all into the philosophieal views of his
powerful neighbour, and behzwed very unlike a tribu-
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1||}siecular affairs by a Zia-goon, whose office had become

hereditary, as a sort of assistant-emperor ; and while
the Mikado zealously performed his part of praying
for the success of his armies, the Zia-goon set a vali-
ant example to the people, who victoriously repelled
Kublai-Khan's invading forces. DBut henceforth the
Zia-goon retained the increased powers with which he
had been intrusted, and the spiritual and temporal
emperors became joint authorities, No sooner were
the Chincse ‘and Mongols driven off, than the Japanese
retaliated by ranging in their barks as pirates or
buccaneers up the coast from Swa-tow to the Shan-
tung promontory. In 1350 we find Chinese records
of extraordinary levies and defences to meet the ma-
rauders, and expel them from different points in their
possession. A century later, the Chinese, with their
usmal patient endurance of misery, were still suffering
from these freebooters, They are described by writers
of 1459* as a fierce people, naturally cunning : they
would always put én board their ships some of the
produce or merchandise of their own country, and also
weapons of war ; with these they would stand off and
on, and so they could parade their goods, and call
them “ tribute to the crown,” until a favourable op-
portunity oftered, when they would take arms and make
a wild Inroad on the coast. In 1540, these Japanese
pirates had become so formidable that the Chinese
historian says their cxtermination was impossible.

e % QOan Filuofarnitad Notror af raunfriee helnmned 1he Wana a f Thivoads el
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The Portuguese adventurers had already arrived at
Ning-po, and, doubtless, met Japanese ; and there could
not have been much difficulty in the way of an enter-
prising individual like Fernando Mendez Pinto doing
what he says he did, returning in one of their home-
ward-bound junks, and reaching an island off the south
extreme of Kiu-siu, named Kanega-Sima—and then
carrying back to his couptrymen the first news of the
rediscovery of Marco Polo’s Zipangw, It is strange
that both their reports were hardly bélieved. Marco
Polo has long since had justice done to him, but poor
Pinto still labours under the charge of having told sad
travellers’ tales. Writers genemlly assert that Japan
was accidentally fallen upoh by shipwrecked Portu-
guese ; but we are inclined to think that the meeting |
of the two peoples upon the coasts of China would
naturally lead the Portuguese to visit Japan. It is
quite possible that, until formal permission to trade
was obtained from the Mikado and the Zia-goon, it
was nccessary to represent the visits as purely acci-
dental. : ' |
1t is very remarkable that, from 1542, when the
Portuguese were first received in Japan, and their
friendship, faith, and commerce warmly espoused, until
a reaction took place, Japanese hostility to China be-
came still more virnlent.  Whilst the sainted Xavier
and his zealous successors were winning in Nipon
more than a million souls to the fold of their heavenly
Master, the race they found so tractable was carrying
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It was only when the active persecution of the Chris-
tians and Portuguese commenced that China found
peace.

The records of the courage and daring of these
Japanese Vikings read like those of the Danish in-

vaders of Britain, “JIn 1352, the Japanese vessels,”
| says the Clrenicle, “ hundreds in number, covered the
seas, and spread terror along the coasts of China for
many thousands of /2.”* Shanghai, Keang-yin, on
- the great river, and Shapoo, were sacked. In 1553
they pillaged Soo-chow-foo, Chinu-keang-foo, and the
Island of Tsing-ming in the entrance of the Yang-tsi.
In 1554 they waxed still more bold ; their vessels
“artived in great mumbers; and the leaders of each
division (like Cortes in Mexico) fired their barks as
they landed in a country they intended to conquer.
Hang-chow-foo soon fell, and they appcar to have
sacked the entire country situated between the Yang-tsi
and Ning-po rivers, and as far back as Kang-chow,
Soo-chow, and INankin! At Nankin, being too far
from their base, they were defeated; but it is sur-
prising to learn from the.accounts given of this affair,
that these bodies of buccaneers seldom exceeded sixty
or seventy in number. Yet these smail bands often
defeated forces ten times more numerous, and carried
fortified or walled cities by stratagem or escalade.
One body of 200 Japanese actually, during a periog
of fifty days, ravaged three prefectures, any of them as
laree as an Enclish countv. “Iilbne and cantnrine an
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incalculable number of people,” says the Chronicle.
These war-parties were detachments from the main
body of buccaneers, who, to the number of twenty
thousand, occupied places of security from Woosung
to Shapoo, and thence round by Ning-po to Tski-ki,
blaces all casily recognised on a.map by those who are
cognisant of the British operations in China. As late
as 1575, Chusan was in the hands of the Japanese ;
in 1579 the Pescadores, in Formosa Channel, Tien-pak
in Quang-tung, and some places in Fuh-kien, fell to
them, and great was the misery of the sea-board dwellers
of the Flowery Land. |

“It was the custom of the barbarians of Japan to
- divide their force into three divisions. The van, com-
posed, of thelr stoutest men, and their rear-guard of the
like, in the centre the brave and cowardly were ranged
alternately. They rose at cock-crow, and fed on the
ground-—this over, the chief, from a position above
them, read the orders for the day, detailing their
duties, telling off the different companies, and pointing
out the place for their foray that day. The companies
didd not consist of more than thirty men each, and
moved at a distance of two-thirds of a mile from each
other. At a blast from a conch-shell, the nearest com-
pany closed to give support to the one that had given
the signal. Skirmishers in twos or threes moved about
grmed only with swords. Towards evening the force
reassembled, and every ome gave up his spoil, none
daring to retain it. "The chief then made a partition
in just proportion to those that had contributed to the -
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day’s success. They were addicted to drunkenness and
debauchery, and usually set fire to places they had
sacked, and escaped in the alarm thereby awakencd.
Every precaution against treachery or surprise was
closely observed. They marched in single file, some
distance apart, but in slow pacé, and in such good
order that the imperial troops could seldom take them
at a disadmﬁtan*e Their powers of endurance were
very great, and they marched vast distances without
apparent fatigue. In action against artillery or arch-
ers, they received the first fire, and then rushed in to
close quarters. They were adepts in all the stratagems
of war, and, though brave, used strange means to de-
ceive the Chinese, and effect their end at as slight a
loss to themselves as possible, Severe to prisoners
made in battle, they were nevertheless so kind to the
people In the vicinity of their resorts, that they were
kept fully informed of all hostile movements against
them. Fightintr upon the water was not their forte,”
adds the Chinese annalist, and then naively says, “ The
bulwarks of their ships were all covered with .cushions,
which they damped to render them proof against fire,
~ In some actions, as soon as they came to close quarters,
they boarded with rapidity ; their onset was terrible as
the thunder, and those on b{::-ard were scattered like the
wind.” *

In spite, however, of the state of constant hostility
between the two races, there was a nominal peace be-

¥ Annals of the Art of War; an historical work in SQ) volumes,
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tween the two governments directly the Ming dynasty
was re-established, and a legalised commerce upon a
stipulated scale was allowed. A work entitled Records
of Things scen and heard, published in China, gives
much accurate information about the habits and cus.
toms of the Japanese, besides some rather involved
geographical information.  We gather, however, what"
s folerably correct, that a voyage of forty watches’
duration (eighty hours) will carry a ship from. the
island of Pootoo in the Chusan group to the heights
of Changki (Nangasaki) in Japan, provided she steer
an east course ; and the author adds, that where the
winds and currents are so perverse, and there are so
many danwem from storms and sea, it is very difficult
to maintain one course, and that the voyage is alto-
cether extremely hazardous. Whereupon he inconti-
nently goes off into the poetic vein, and glvea utter-
ance to the following rhyme—

““ Jeb-pun hzu ho
Wu-tau ndn kwo 1"’

which being interpreted by our friend Mr Wade, means,

““ zoodly are the wares of Nipon,
But the isies of Gotto are hard to pass!" *

It is possible some of our skippers, in dull-sailing
merchant-ships, may have reason to think so too, in
the good time coming.

In the year 1579 terrible times dawned on Japan.

* The Gotto Isles lie a short distance N.W. of Nangasaki; they
would be g lce-shore to a junk in the 8.E. monscon, if to leeward of
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The Portuguese had apparently worked marvels in
Christianising the people. The great Xavier, having
built fifty churches, and baptised as his own share
thirty ‘thousand natives, became so'satisfied *with the
spiritual safety of his Japanese, that he had quitted
the country, despairing of winning there the crown of
martyrdom, which he soon found upon the inhospitable
coast of southern China. About this time the Zia-goon,
having quelled some intestine troubles, caused by various
ambitious nobles, secured to himself greater power than
he had hitherto enjoyed as the sccular monarch. He
adopted as his snccessor Taiko-sama, who, on the death
of his benefactor, gave shf}rt shrift to all the disaffected
" princes and nobles in the la.nd and, aided by a power-
ful army, would have won a name as the congueror of
the Corea, had he not rendered himself still more
remarkable by his edicts against Christianity. At first
Taiko promised fair ; but the Jesuits’ refusal to baptise
him because he would not give up his harem—the Por-
tugucse captain’s disregard of the order to take his ship
to Taiko’s residence for examination—the answer of the
Spaniard, who, when asked by the Prince, “ How is it
that your king has managed to-possess himself of* half
the world 2” said, “ He sends priests to win the people ;
his troops then are sent to join the native Christians,
and the conquest is easy ”— might naturally excite
alarm for his own authority and .Jindependence, and
make him swear, as tradition has it, “ that nat a priest
should be left alive in his dominions!” On 23th June
1587, the first edict for the banishment of the Catholie
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missionaries was issued. Taiko, by way, it is said, of
getting rid of his disobedient subjects, sent large armies
of Christians to the Corea, where they were victorious,
though their losses were very great. In 1596 the edict
was renewed agdinst Christians ; again all missicnaries
were ordered to quit the country. They disobeyed for
the most part ; and on the 5th February 1597, twenty-
three rebeilions priests suffered death in Nangasaki, and
were duly canonised by Pope Urban VIIL in 1627.
Taiko-sama’s warrant has been preserved, and says,
“I have condemned these prisoners to death for hav-
ing come from the Philippines to Japan under the
pretended title of ambassadors, and for having per-
sisted in my lands without my permissiﬂn, and preached
the Christian religion against my deeree. I order and
wish that they be crucified in my ecity of Nangasaki!”



CIIAPTER VI

In the following year, 1580, Taiko-sama died, and a
usurper seized his throne. The Christians fancied all
danger to be past, and the enormous profits of trade
compensated for the loss of eertain religious privileges.
Kampfer, who is a very sober-minded writer, assures,
us that the Portuguese exported from Japan three hun-
dred tons of gold per annum for a considerable period ;
and that yhen, through the hostility of the Japanese,
and the pertinacious competition of the Dutech, their
prosperity was on the decline, their export of silver
alone in the three last years amounted to tlie enormous
sum of 5,637,000 taels, reprosenting nearly two millions
sterling in the present day, but twice as much at that
time. The toldrant conduct at first of the successor of
Taiko-sama might have been dictated by necessity or
| policy ; but his suspicions of t_he Portuguese and
Spanish missionaries were either fomented or aroused
into activity by support from the subjects of Protestant
powers of KEurope. Their arrival in Japan happened in
80 strange a manner, that the hand of Providence seems
epperent in a course of events which prevented Remen
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might have entirely altered the present condition of
Eastern Asia.  ° :

“In the year of our Lord God 1598,” says the origi-
nal account in dear delicious old Purchas, “ Peter Van-
derbacg and Hans Vanderguck, -chiefs of the Dutch
Indian Company, made ready a fleet of five Hollanders
to traffic unto the Indies. Tempted by the success of
the Portuguese, the Dutch desized to enter upon the
trade of those regions in spite of the hostility of the
Dons, the bulls of the Pope, or the fires of the Inquisi-
tion. The admiral was stout Master J acque Mahay, in
the good ship Erasmus” From the pilot of this
proud argosy, we have, in his letters to his wife, a faith-
ful and touching record of the voyage, of which we wﬂl
aive a brief sketch. |

William Adams was born “in Gillifgham,_two miles
from Rochester and one mile from Chatham, where the
(Queen’s ships dolie;” and he calls upon us.to remem-
ber that he is thereby “a Kentish-man” “I was,” he
says, “ from the age of twelve brought up in Limehouse
near London, being ’prentiec twelve years to one mak-
ter, Nicolas Diggins, and have served fn the place of
master and pilot in her majesty’s ships, and about
eleven or twelve years served the W’nrshipful'()mﬁpany |
of Barbay Merchants, until the Indian traffic from
Holland began, in which Indian traffic I was desirous
to make a little experience of the small knowledge which
God hath oiven me.”

The fleet in which Will Adams was embarked, sailed
from the Texel on the 24th June 1598, Before they
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reached the equator sickness broke out, and they

touched for refreshment on the coast of Guines— a
‘ strong argument in favour of the late Premier’s asser-
tion as to the wonderful salubrity of that delichtful
naval station, and one which we freely place at his
Lordship's disposal for the next annual motion of Mr
Hutt, against the immolation of a certain number of
Christian officers and men to save about an equal num-
ber of negroes. However, in spite of the coast of
Guinea, Admiral Jacque Mahay and many more died
there before the fleet again sailed. In April 1509 they
reached the Straits of Magellan, having decided that
they should go to the Indfes by way of the South Seas,
to make, no doubt, those “experiences” for which bold
Will Adams had such a craving. Cold, hunger, and
‘sickness pressed heavily upon. the poor Dutchmen ; and
when, by dint of perseverance and skill, the &Uhtmy
ship Erasmus reached Moka on the coast of Chili,
the Spaniards were ready to slay and entrap them on
every opportunity. After waiting until November 1599
for her consorts, only one vessel joined at the rendez-
vous, and she was piloted by Will Adams’s very good
iriend and countryman, “one Timothy Shotten, who
‘had been with Master Thomas Cavendish in his voyage
round the world.” Two of the fleet, it was conjectured,
had sunk at sea, and another was known to have fallen
into the hands of the Spaniards. Phese same gentry
suddenly one day set upon the captain 6f the Eras-
mus, who was on shore purchasing supplies for his
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brother Thomas Adams,” says Will in his letter, “ they
left scarce so many men whole as could weigh our
anchor.” The consort likewise lost her captain and
twenty-seven men killed in another affair. Yet the
resolute survivors, having appointed captains to their
vesscls, “held a council as to what they should do to
make their voyage most profitable. - At last it was re-
solved to go for Japan ; for, by the report of Derrick
Gerritson, who had been- there with the Portugals,
woollen cloth was in great estimation in that island
and we gathered, by reason that the Malaccas and the
most part of the East Indies were hot countries, wool-
len cloths would not be much accepted. Therefore it
was we all agreed o go to Japan.” |
Gallant fellows, decimated by disease and an active
enemy ; there is something very fine in their resolve
to push across that great, and then but little-known
sea—not 1n flight, not in abandonment of their enter-
prise, but to find 2 market for their woollens, which
undoubtedly, as they appear to have somewhat tardily
discovered, would have been a drug in the Indian mar-
ket. On 29th November 1399, these two stout Hol-
landers, piloted by Will Adams and Timothy Shotten, |
bore up before the south-east trade-wind on their long
and lonely voyage. Nothing can give a clearer idea of
their weary journey than the following entry in the
narrative :—“Th8 wind continued good for divers
months!” "They cross the equator; we follow them
through island channels, where eight men are killed
and eaten Ly the natives; we see them as at last they
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approach the western limit of the great South Sea.
. Storm and angry seas await them as they come nigh
Japan; and on the 24th February the Erasmus
parts from her consogt. Poor Timothy Shotten! he
and his charge succumbed at last. Nevertheless the
Erasmus still did ber best—still directed her course
for Japan. “The four-and-twentieth day of March we
saw an island called ¢ Una Colonna,’” at which time many
of our men were sick again, and divers dead. Great
was the misery we were in, having no more than nine
or ten men able to go or creep upon their knees; our
captain and all the rest looking every hour to die. But
on the 11th April 1600, we saw the high land of Japan
near unto Bungo ; at which time there were no more
than five men of us able to go. The 12th April we
came hard to Bungo, where many country barks came
aboard us, the people whereof we willingly let come,
having no force to resist them ; and at this place we
came to an anchor.”

The Japanese Tai-koon, or executive emperor, hap-
pened at the time to be at Oyaaka, the seaport of the
spiritnal capital ; and when the circumstance of the
. arrival of other than a Portuguese or Spanish vessel
was reported to him, he ordered the pilot, Master
Adams, and one of the mariners, to be brought before
him ; the more so, doubtless, as the Portuguese repre-
sented the character of these new arrivals in anything
but an amiable light; “for,” says the Englishman’s
letter, ‘“after we had been there (in Bungo) from five
to six days, a Portugal Jesuit, with other Portugals,
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and some Japanese that were Christians, came from a
place called Mangasaki; which was ill for us, the
Portugals being our mortal enemies, who reported that
we were pirates, and were nhot in, the way of merchan-
dising.” As crucifixion was the penalty of this crime,
and poor Adams and his companion were not aware
that the other charge which was made against them,
of being heretics, was rather a merit than otherwise
with the rulers of Japan, it was natural that they took
a tender leave of their sick captain and shipmates;
and then adds the stanch old sailor, “I commended
myself into His hands that had preserved me from so
many perils on the sea.”

In the presence of the emperor he spoke up man- .
fully. “1 showed him,” says Will Adams, “the name

of our country, and that our land had long sought out
the East Indies;” and after explaining the purely mer-
cantile purpose of their voyage, the king asked whether
our country had wars 7 I answered him, “ Yea; with
the Spaniards and Portuguese, being at peace with all
other nations.” Well spoken, Will Adams ! that was
thy best and surest defence. ' |
From what we have seen of Taiko-sama’s dealings
with the Christians, we may conclude that his suc-~
cessor would see without regret the arrival of strangers
of a different religion, who, though worn out with suf-
fering, and with the prospect of immediate death before
them, openly avowed their hostility to the subjects of
those powerful monarchs of Spain and Portugal, of

whose vast resources, wealth, and ambition he had
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heard so much. It was, however, some time before
' the resolute Englishman was relieved from suspense as
to his own fate. Nine-and-thirty long days of anxiety
were passed in prison, the emperor having in the mean
- time ordered the ship to be brought up to Oyaaka :
and during all that time the Jesuits and Portugals
used their utmost endeavours to have the crew of the
poor Erasmus treated as thieves and robbers, and
saying, “ that if justice was executed upon us, it would
terrify the rest of our nation from coming there any
more ; .and,” continues Adams, “to this intent they
daily sued to his majesty to cut us off” But the
pagan was more humane than the Christian; for,
“praised be God for ever and ever'!” ejaculated the
saved sailor, “the emperor answered them, that be-
cause their two countries were at war, was no reason
wly, to please Portugals, he should slay Dutch and
Englishmen !” and forthwith Will Adams and his
companion were liberated, and sent to their ship and
shipmates. They saluted cach other with much shed-
ding of tears, for all on board had been informed that
Adams and his comrade had long since been executed.
Bright days now smiled upon the sorely-tried Dutch-
men and their honest pilot ; they were given every-
thing they needed, treated most kindly, but they and
their stout bark were never again to leave Japan. The
Erasmus was ordered to the city of Yedo, then, as
now, the capital of the Tai-koon, as Miaco was that of
the Mikado. Will Adams’s merits were so appreci-
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ence. When, in 1609, the next Dutch ships arrived
in Japan to act hostilely against the Portuguese, they
found the Japanese government very well disposed
towards them, and considerable privileges, as well as
the port of Firando, were conceded to them, through
the good offices of William Adargs, Though he indi-
vidually behaved with forbearance to the Portuguese,
and, as he assures us, returned good for their evil, the
Dutch had no such inten{jon ; and it is certain that,
in introducing the Hollander tp the commerce of
Japan, our Englishmen struck the deathblow to Por-
tuguesé interests there, By the Dutch ships Will
Adams sent the interesting letters we have quoted, and
. at last, as he desired, stimulated his countrymen to
enter upon the same remunerative trade. He had
been thirteen years in Japan, when at last he learnt
that a ship bearing the red cross of England had
reached Firando.

She was the Clove of London, belonging to the
East India Ccrmpa,ny (then in its infancy), and com-
manded by Captain John Saris, furnished with a letter
from King James I, and suitable presents to the
emperor. The good ship Clove had pushed to sea
from the Thames on April 18th, 1611, and reached
Firando on the 11th of June 1618, two years having
been profitably spent in trading on the way, as ships
were wont to do in those days, Adams was then at
Yedo, and was immediately sent for by the Prince of

Tiranda wha 11 tha mean $inee tvnedtnd 41 < oo ¥o
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29th July 1613, poor Will Adams arrived, and greeted
his long-expected countrymen ; thirteen weary years
he had looked forward hopefully, and at last the old
~man’s prayer was granted. Karly in August, Captain
Saris, William Adams, and ten Englishmen, started for
Yedo, bearing the royal letter and presents. The dig-
nified bearing of Saris and the influence of Adams
soon obtained from the emperor, or Tai-koon, a favour- .
able treaty,* granting to England the most important
privileges that had ever been conceded by Japan to a
foreign power. Saris carried back a letter likewise
from the Tai-koon Tyeyas, in which he says he espe-
cially desires the friendship of James I, promises that
‘his subjects shal]l be “ heartily welcome,” applauds

®* TREATY CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE EMPEROR OF JAPAN AND
' KING JAMES oF GREAT BRITAIN. —A ugust, 1613,

¢ ART. 1.—We give free license to the subjects of the King of Great
Britain—vig. Bir Thomag Smith, Governor, and the Company of the
East India merchants and adventurers—for ever safely to come into
any of our ports of our empire of Japan, with their ships and mer-
chandiso, without :&ny hindrance to them or their goods ; and to abide,
buy, sell, and barter, according to their own manncr with all nations;
to tarry here as long as they think good, and to depart at their
pleasure. o

‘¢ ART. 2.—Weo grant unto them freedom of custom for all such mer-
chandises ag either now they have hrought, or hereafter shall bring
into cur kingdoms, ar shall from hence transport to any foroign part ; ‘
and do authorise those ships that lereafter shall arrive and come from
England to proceed to present sale of their commodities, without
further coming or sending up to our court.

¢« ART, 3.—If any of their ships shall happen to be in danger of ship-
wreek, we will that our subjects not only assist them, but that such
part of ship or goods as shall be sated be returned to their captain or
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much their worthiness and skill as navigators, and
promises that in their “honourable entefprises of dis-
coveries and merchandising, they shall find the said
Tai-koon further them ‘according to their desires.”

The year 1613 saw the English factory established
(as was the Dutch) at Firando. The English, from
political reasons, very soon withdrew, and. so avoided
the troubles that overtook the other European residents
in Japan. It is worthy of note that in the following
year the persecution of the* priests and their converts
recommenced with renewed vigour, and ended, as I
said before, in the expulsion of the Portuguese, and
then the close imprisonment of the Dutch to the Island

or more for themselves in any part of our empire where they shall think
fittest, and at their pleasure. . :

““ ART. 4 —If.any of tho English merchants or others shall depart
this life within our dominions, the goods of the deceased shall remain
at the disposal of the cape merchant, and that all offences committed
by them shall be punished by the said cape merchant according to his
discretion ; and our laws to take no hold of thejr perdons or goods,

‘“ ART. 5—We will that yo our subjects trading' with them for any
of their commodities, pay them for the same, accqrding to agrecment,
without delay, or return their wares again unto them,

““ ARY. 6—For such cominedities as they have now brought or shall
hereaftor bring, fitting for scrvice and proper uge, we will that no
arrest be made thercof ; but that the price bo made with tho capo
merchant, according as they may sell to others, gnd present payment
upon the delivery of the goods, |
“ART. ¥.—If in discovery of other countries for trade, and return of
~ their ships, they shall need men or victuals, we will that yo our sub-
jects furnish them for their money as their noced shall require,

' ART. 8.—An d that without other passport, they shall and may set
out upon the discovery of Jesgo%cr anv ather 1art fn e oleooos
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of Decima, where they have submitted to be considered
. anything hut Chrlstmns |

In 1637 the great interdict was published, of whmh
one paragraph runs thus :—* No Japanese ship or boat
whatever, nor any native of Japan, shall presume to go
out of the country; and who acts contrary to this shall
be put to death, and the ship and goods shall be for-
feited ; and all J apanese who return frr.}m abroad shall
be put to death.”

From that time their vessels have never voluntarily
left the coasts of Japan, though many a shiI.}mlnaLf of
poor wretches has drifted away in storms, and’ reached
some foreign land. But when, as once or twice was
done, Christian ships carried back these men to Japan,
they have been sfernly ¥efused admittance. The
American (rovernnent have, huwever, of late y'ea,rs,
wrought a change in the law on this point, and more
than one Japanese seaman now, who has acainst his
will been blown away to the Sandwich Islands or the
American continent, has been restored to his country.

When, in 1673, the East India Company attempted
*to reoccupy their former factory, there was no Will
Adams to be their advocate with the emperor. The
seifish Dutchmen did not choose to remember that
they owed *their own Introduction to Japan to the
infiuence of the English sailor.  Although the English
were civilly treated, yet, at the instigation of the
Dutch, our trade was refused, because our then reion-

ing king (Charles IL) was married to a daughter of the
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masters of the field until Sir Stamford Raffles made
two attempts to break down their monopoly, but
failed. After that no mation except Russia, whose
ends are purely political, gave Japan further notice
until 1831. In that year, American attention was
directed to the islands, and it was thought that a good
plea for introducing Amerlea to their notice m a kindly
way micht be found in sending back some shipwrecked
Japanese sailors. They received a very uncivil wel-
come, and, repelled with violence, the ship Morrison.
desisted from her purpose. But not so the persevering
nation that had sent her forth! If smaller ships
did not succeed, bigger ships might; so the huge
. two-decker Columbus, of 90 guns, and the corvette
Vincennes, were sent. This time, to speak the truth

honestly, America wanted intercourse -for comimer-
cial and political purposes with Japan. She then
intended to be VEI"}T shortly on the shores of the Pacific,
and this great force ought to have shown the Japanese
that Brother Jonathan was in earnest. But the Tai-
koon still held out. No trade except with Holland was
still iis motto ; and America, being in no inimediate*
hurry, was patient but watehful. In 1849 the Japanese
were foolish enougl to retain some American seamen
shipwrecked upon the coast. The U. 5. ship Preble,
Captain Glynn, forthwith dropped in and gave them
such a shaking that they gladly liberated the citizens
of the United States. Then a yery efficient officer and
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lating the intercourse of the two countries, Commodore
Perry, in his voluminous work, has so recently told us
what means Jie employed to this end, that we need say
no more than that he fully succeeded. The treaty he
obtained in itself is no great thing; but it was the
small end of the wedge and, a.fter all sailors ca,nm::-t
be expected to finesse in diplomacy. Hardly was the
ink dry with which this treaty was signed, when the
lamentable war with Russia broke out, and the Japa-
nese found their islands, ereeks, and inland seas used
for a game of hide-and-seek played by the Russian and
Alhed squadrons. Then everybody wanted treatics
with the Japanese; and in apparently a waggish hum-
our, they gave a British admiral one in 1854, which.
must ever stand unique amongst Elllf};l documents.



CHAPTER -VIL

A STORM is at all times a scene replete with the su-
blime and beautiful, heightened in interest, to the
sailor who is upon the sea at such a time, by the
anxiety incident.to the charce of his frail home, and
the many lives dependent on his judgment and energy.
But .off' an almost unknown coast; whose lofty and
riugged line promised no lack of off-lying rocks, with
the want of sea-room from the many islands and reefs
surrounding us, it was the last thing we could have
desired ; but having come, we had only to do our best
to meet the difficulties of our position. The Furious
evidently thought so too, as she struggled against, the
wind, sea, and eurrent that rushed down upon us as
we neared the narrows of Vancouver's Strait. There
was a glorious “abandon” about the tight frigate as
she flung herself into the sea, and cut her way through
the angry barrier which the storm made in her path,
and rose with a spring, throwing off the foam and spray
from her bows, which perhaps was more appreciated
by the crew of the Furious than by her distinguished
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~ froliesome moments occasionally express a preference
. for the shore, which was not to be wondered at.

There were certain symptoms about the rale now
setting in, which betokened it was not a fair hard
north-cast breeze, nor one against which even a power-
fal vessel might strugele. There was far too much
moisture, mist, and cloud, with a falling - barometer,
for that.

As we approached Cape S&t&nﬂl’ﬂl-ﬂakl the sky ancf
sea looked so wild that it was evident the sooner we
.reached a sheltered anchorage the better. The first
impulse was to run up the gulf of Kago-Sima, then
well open to the north of us; but it was totally
unsurveyed, and if this gale veered into a typhoon
.or circular storm, we should find ourselves in an
awkward predicament : the other resource was to find
an anchorage close to and under the lee of the extreme
end of the Japan group, and remain there while the
storin raged from the direction of the Pacifie, and,
directly it veered so as to blow from the Chincse Seq,
to dash out and do our best,

The long projecting tongue of high land forming
the south extreme of Kiu-sin was steadily approached.
Within a mile of the rocks there were 1o ordinary
soundings to be obtained——closer still we went, keep-
g a sharp look-out, for sunken rocks, many of which
would peep out of the smooth- -heaving sea, rear their
weed-crowned heads as if to warn us off, and then
sink again with a gurgle and whirl of foam. Down
through valley and glen rushed fierce squalls of winds
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(or “ willywhaws,” as sailors call them), which whisked
the water into a sheet of foam, and made the tall ship .
reel like a cockle-boat. At last, close to the rocks,
we obtained bottom in thirty fathom ; but before the
artchor ‘could be let go it diminished to fifteen ; we
had then barely room to. swing clear of the breakers.
Thankful to have found a good anchorage within
three-quarters of a mile of the cape, we lost no time
in making preparation for the gale which was so likely
to veer to the snuth—west and then what was now a
friendly shelter ‘would be a d&adly lee-shore. Towards
evening the Retribution and yacht Emperor were
to be seen to the westward, looking for an anchorage
likewise. When they sighted us their course was
altered, and they eventually anchored near. Through-
out the night the weather continued to look still more
ugly and threatening, and the quicksilver in the baro-
' meter was what we call “ pumping,” rising and falling
with an irregular undecided action. In all the squad-
ron the sharpest look-out was kept, and, with the steam
up, we were ready to start at a moment’s warning ; for,
if surprised by a typhoon in our position, its resistless
rush and power would throw us on the rocks in spite
of engines and anchors. '

The coast upon the western side of *Cape Satanomi-
saki or Tchichakoff, though bold, is not precipitous
above the water-line ; it consists of hills varying from
one to two thousand feet in altitude, with rounded out-
lines covered to their summits with verdure. In all
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{rees were seen, mostly pines ; and there was a con-
siderable amount of terrace cultivation. In every cove
*_ there nestled a hamlet, and out of almost every copse
of wood peeped the thatch of a Japanese cottage. Not
a mile from our ship there was a village of some size,
situated in a httle bay, across the entra,nce of which
the breakers now formed a barrier ; and on its shin oly
beach we obscrved many boats lmuled up, either on
account of the weather, or for fear of the European’
ships that had so strangely visited their secluded
haunts, The night came on dark-and rainy, with no
lack of wind ; but through the storm we were amused
to see numcerous watch-fires hghted up along the coast,
showing that the inhabitants were on the look-out. The
effect of the flames agamst the wild sky heightened
materially the strangeness of the scenery. The 7th
August brought no decided change of wind, and one
might have been tempted to push out and ficht the
gale, but our limited quantity of coal rendered it
necessary to husband the store, in order that our
return to Shanghai might be insured.

Some vague idea that coal was procurable in Japan-
ese ports, because coal-veins abound in Japan, had
prevented any depot being formed at Nangasaki for
the service of the Ambassador, and even at Shanghai
1t was only obstinate perseverance that enabled us to
procure as much for the Furious as she could carry.

In the afternoon a heavy ground-swell, cﬁ'ming in
from the south-east, indicated that.the gale in the
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canted across the wind by a strong current setting
into the Pacific Ocean from the Sea of China. This
current, running counter to the gale still blowing,
occasioned a frightful sea in the narrows between the
Cape and Take-sima Island. It was remarkable that
few, if any, sca-birds were seen in oyr sheltered position,
whither, in such weather, birds, if nﬁmer_uus, would
naturally fly ; but this had been noticed by early
navigators, and has not been accounted for. .Stormy-
petrels, and others of that strong-winged eclass, wo
occasionally saw. - Can it be that the exceedingly
stormy nature of the seas around Japan force the
common gull, and other suech birds, to seek calmer
SPDts to feed and breed in? A story is told by cither
siebold or Kempfer, that on one occasion the Gover-
nor-céneral of Batavia sent a cassowary to the Emperor
through the factory of Nangasaki, It was returned,
atter some months' trial, with a message that it was
“a liig ugly bird, that ate a great deal and did no
work, and that nothing- so useless could be tolerated
in Japan.” Perhaps the sea-birds are excluded on the
same utilitarian principle. A huge whale enlivened
the scene by joining the squadron ; and although it
did not precisely anchor, it did the next wisest thing
—1t dodged about under the lee of the cape, Llowing
away, and waiting for better weather. Whales seem
to suffer much in bad weather, as they must 1ise to
the surface to breathe, and are consequently buffeted
by waves as if they were so many rocks ; but Provi-
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wonderful sagacity, shown in running for shelter during

storms. Throughout the Pacific Ocean, its thousand
isles and reefs afford them havens; and in the polar
seas the great belts of pack-ice enclose calm spaces
wherein the whale finds shelter.

Occasionally through the wild-drifting clouds we
canght glimpses of the remarkable volcanic cone of
Horner Peak, and of many picturesque points in Kago-
sima (Grulf ; then, far in the interior, lofty mountains
would stalk like ghosts out of their shrouds of storm-
cloud, look upon us for a moment, and disappear, as
with a roar the hurricane would burst out afresh,
enveloping everything in mist, rain, and sea-drift
agaln, |

Wilder night we have seldom seen than that of
this Saturday. The black inhospitable coast, visible
through all the storm in consequence of its close
proximity, the angry sky, the roar of the gale, the
lash of the breakers, which with phosphoric light
brought out into startling relief every hidden danger
and rocky buttress then close to us; and the swecp
of the strait, where sea and wind were doing their
worst, and that worst fast approaching us,—all formed
a scene of wildest grandeur. One could not help
thinking how feebly pen and peneil would convey, to
those who have never witnessed them, an idea of such
sights as these.

There is a sad tale of heroism told of some who
landed on this shore. In the year 1767, the zeal of
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roused by the accounts of the martyrs who had perished
in Japan and China. The Abbé Sidotti longed to win
for himself a like crown of immortality, and, brave as
he was good and enthusiastic, he determined wpon
throwing himself alone into Japan, with the hqpe of
affording comfort to the persecuted remna(]i of
Christians then said still to exist in Kiu-siu. For two
years he studied Japanese at Manilla, where, as well
as at Macao and Formosa, Japanese were to be found
hopelessly cut off from their mother country. All the
brave Sidotti asked was to be carried in a vessel to
Japan, and secretly landed ; for the rest, he put his
trust in God’s mercy. The governor of the Philippines
yielded to his prayer. One cevening in October 1’?69;
a forcign bark approaches the coast near where the
British squadron is now anchored. We see her in the
dim light heave to, and at midnight a boat is stealthily
rowed to the beach ; in it we see the abbé a veritable
missionary indeed. He and a dozen companions dis-
embark ; they kneel in prayer before they part from
the good priest ; their hearts are touched—they will
not leave him alone to meet the dangers and certain
death which await the Christian intruder in Japan.
No! by Santiago, no! Spain had not then sunk
so low ; and it is said that many of those who accom-
panied the abbé to the shore forsook all and followed
this worthy successor of the Apostles. They exchanged
their last farewells, and the devoted party watch the
boat reoain the shin whioch eheeds ot her hatnoveard
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chosen way. They pass into the shade of the adjoin-
. ing valley, but never more are heard of! They
doubtless soon fell vietims to their zeal for their faith,
and the sword of the would-be exterminator of their
creed was their sharp and short bridge to another and
a better world; but assuredly, so long as men shall
hold dear humzm courage and devotion in what they
believe to be a righteous cause, will the memory of the
Abbé Sidotti and his companions be cherished. To-
wards morning an unnatural lull in the gale warned
us to be off. The shrill pipe of the boatswain went
instantly, the cable was rattled in as fast as possible,
the ‘steam got up, anchors stowed, and we started to
ﬁght our way into the Pacific. Down came the gale
from the south. Whew! the good ship reels again
to it, then dashes on, as the engines begin to give her
momentum. The centre of the storm was to the west
of us, and it was certain we could not now get too
S00n Lo sea ; so, at every risk, we shaved round the
breakers of Cape Satanomi, and, after two hours’ hard
tussle, felt we could again laugh at the storm. The
ship’s head was put to the east, and away like a sca-
gull we flew. Those who had had the anxiety and watch-
ing of the previous twenty-four hours, felt riow that it
might blow as hard as it pleased, and could throw
themselves down to rest. Noon of the &h Aupust
found the Furious alone, kicking up her heels in a
most unladylike manner, going eleven knots under
treble-reefed topsails, the sky clear and bright, with a
heavy following sea,
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The Retribution and Furious, being of that mar-
vellous class called Irdddle-xvheel steam-frigate, were
80 crank that neither could have fought a main-deck
gun in a brecze, and the only objects attained by our
main-deck ports was first to admit an immense quan-
tity of water, in which the Ambassador’s luggage was
playfully washing about; and next, to compel the
officers to live below in places which, for heat and
smell, were little short of the Black Hole of Calecutta.

However, it is folly to growl when growling is of
no avail,.and one may always go on half-pay if one
does not like'to go to sea; so let us leave the main-
deck and enjoy the rush through the dancing blue
seas of the great Pacific. 'We were now off the Straits
of Bungo, which divide Kiu-sin from Sikok Island ;
and here the lofty coast sheltered us, in a measure,
from the full weight of the gale. On we went past
both the Bungo and Kino channels, that on either
hand bound the island of Sikok, and communicate
with that little-known yet extensive sea which is
enclosed by that island and those of Kiu-sin and Ni-
pon. In our charts it is called the Suwo-nada Sea.
Perfectly land-locked, possessing three routes of com-
munication with the external seas, it affords a ready
means for the traffic from one part of the Japanese
empire to the other ; and we learn from the itineraries
of the Dutch envoys and others who have passed from
Nangasaki to Yedo by the native routes, that this sca
18 traversed by thousands of barks that could never
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oufer ocean. This Suwo-nada sea is nearly two hun-
. dred and forty miles long in an east and west direc-
tion, and varies from fifteen to sixty geographical miles
in width : it abounds in islands, and affords anchorage
thronghout. Many great and important ecities are
situated upon its shores. The principal one, the
spiritual capital “ Miaco,” is easy of access from this
same Suwo-nada sca, and, with some dozen others
that lic around the rich bay of ““ Oyaaka,” forms the
real heart of the Japanese empire, .

We naturally longed to enter and open up this
region, and trusted that, when Lord Elgin had visited
Yedo, time might be found to allow of our returning
to China through the Straits of Kino, and traversing
the whole of the Suwo-nada.

Hope, however, is not prophecy, and we were
doomed to be disappointed, as will hereafter be seen.

Noon of August 9th found us a long, long way from
Cape Tchichakoff, a current of nearly two miles and a
half per hour having set us away to the eastward, and
rather off shore. This was considerably more than we
had been prepared for, although we knew that a regu-
lar current, exactly like the Atlantic Gulf-stream in
character, would be feund to be sweeping along the
Pacific shores of the Japanese group: its increased
velocity, as we experienced it, we fancy arose from the
force of the gale from north-east having retarded its °
action somewhat, and that when the gale ceased, the
pent-up waters would naturally rush for some hours
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The Pacific Gulf-stream originates, like the one so
well known in our hemisphere, in the warm and shal-
low enclosed seas about the equator. The China Sea
may be said to be its birthplace, at least that southern
portion of it enclosed between Malayia, Borneo, and
Cochin-China ; its course to the northward and east-
ward may be easily traced by the existence of coral
and Saragossa weed ; the former especially only exists
off the coast of China, within the bhoundaries of the
‘Gulf-stream’s warm current. For instance, on the
coast of China no coral is found from Hainau in lati
tude 20° N. to the northward, but at certain distances
varying from fifty to a hundred miles off the coast
coral is found, and by this we ascertain that the stream
of warm water flows out between Formosa and the
island of Luyon, sweeps the eastern coast of the former,
cmbraces the Loo-choo and Linchousen groups, curves
along the outer shores of Japan, and thence makes its
way to the north, ameliorating the climate of Behring’s
Straits, and especially that of north-western Ameriea.

This Gulf-stream, however, has its attendant evils,
for it is the source of those fearful storms which do
such an immensity of damage on the coasts of China,
and give to Japan so bad a character amongst scamen
—the lhurricanes of the West Indies and rotatory
storms of the North Atlantie, arising from similar
" canses, arc only to be compared to them in character
and violence.

The weather rapidly cleared off during the afternoon
of the Oth, which was the more welcome as we were
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fast nearing a chain of broken and dangerous islands
. of volcanie origin, named the Briceis or Broken Islands,
across and through which the Gulf-stream scts with
much violence. Our course was shaped for Cape Idsu,
the cxtreme of a rocky promontory of Nipon, a little
beyond which the voleanic chain extends due south for
a hundred and twenty miles. The stars came out bright,
and the wind subsided in the carly part of the evening,
so that there would have been no necessity for more
than ordinary watchfulness, had not the barometer,
which stood at noon at 29.72, fallen steadily until by
midnight it was only 29.25, or a tenth Jower than dur-
ing the worst weather we had yet experienced, There
were causes for the condition of the atmogphere and
for this fall in the barometer, we have little doubt, for
of all the middle watches we have kept we never saw
one in which- the heavens were so little at rest. Tt
seemed as if the stars were changing their positions
for pleasanter places in the heavens. From cleven
that night until one in the morning hundreds of them
siiot from the north-east to the west overhead, their
Hight being plainly perceptible in an are of sixty de-
grees, or thirty degrees on cither side of the zenith.
A magnificent meteor fell and burst to the NN.W,
cxhibifing for a minute the most brilliant blue and
orange light. Then mysterious belts of cloud would
unexpectedly rise in the north, and pass rapidly over
us, to be succeeded as strangely by others from points
of the compass ninety degrees apart, The heavens
were fairly bewitched, for all this time there was 1iftla
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or no wind, and the sea was smooth except in the
coursé of the current. Our cngines were meantime
rattling along, and we were so fast nearing our port of
Simoda, that it mattered little what all these myste-
rious signs might mean. Our own conviction is, that
at the time we were remarking these strange things,
the storm we had escaped from was sweeping along
the northern and western sides of Nipon, and that
the high land of the interior sheltered us from its
effects, | _

As daylight broke on the 10th August, a vigilant
look -out was kept for Volcano Island, one of the
Broken group, in case the currcnt should have con-
tinued to run at its former rate, and carried us in sight
of it. Just when a grey mare might have been dis-
cernible at half a mile’s distance, a peak or conical
1sland was seen rising sharp and clear out of the
current-agitated sea—exactly on the bearing Volcano
Island might have possibly been seen, though, by cur
observation, forty miles distant. Thinking at first that
it must be the Voleano, and, if so, we were fast near-
ing the Redfield Rocks—a dangerous reef in this
neighbourhood—the course was altered, as a precau-
tionary measure, until sunrise. Presently the peak
came out more and more defined, but looked every
minute still more distant, until the rising sun revealed
to us the fact that it was no island, but the great
Peak of Nipon ; and a glorious panorama of mountain,
valley, and hcadland gradually unrolled itself at its
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The Peak of Fusi-hama—the Matchless Mountain,
,as the Japanese with just pride and affection love to

 style it—was at this time, as we afterwards discovered

" by close observation, no less than one hundred and
ten miles off, and yet its swnmit is said to be only
twelve thousand feet above the sea,

We neared Cape Idsu, a mountainonus promontory,
at the extreme end of which the port of Simoda stands ;
and if the Japanese had expected an invasion of their
country by the countrymen of Commodore Perry, they
could not have better foiled it than by inducing him
to go to such a spot. It was decidedly picturesque,
however, and under the effect of 2 fing unclouded day,
with a blue sea sparkling and lashing itself up under
the effect of a rattling west wind, the whole scene was
one worthy of a painter’s skill. o

The Retribution and FEmperor hove in sight, and
we pushed on under a heavy press of sail and steam
for Simoda. Early in the afternoon we reached it ; and
after going right vound the bay, and poking into every
corner to look for shelter from the ground-swell, we
plumped the anchor down, having satisfied ourselves
that, however pretty the bay might be, it was no
harbour for a ship, and that the Japanese had decidedly
weathcred the Transatlantic Commodore when they

palmed off such a spot upon him as one.



CIIAPTER VIIL

THE last person to find fault with a port without good
cause should be the seaman who has just reached one,
however insecure, after having been tossed and shaken
into a jelly by gales of wind in the open sea. On the
shortcomings, thercfore, of Simoda in all the require-
ments of a harbour for men-of-war, and much more
for mercantile purposes, we shall abstain from dwell-
ing. Its deficiencies were so apparent to Mr Harris,
the American Consul-general, that, by treaty with the
Japanese, he has resigned it for some safer and more
convenient spot. Nituated as it is on the cxtreme of
a mountainous promontory which projects into the full
sweep of the Pacific Gulf-stream, it is most difficult of
access to sailing vessels, and lies in the most active
volcanie region in Japan, if not in the world. Within

sicht of Simoda, the smoking crater of ““ Vries Voleano”
sorves as a beacon to remind the inhabitants by how
precarious 2 tenure they exist upon the sca-board of
the Idsu promontory. Only four years beforc our
arrival, an earthquake, aided by terrible rollers from
the sea, destroyed the town of Simoda and the greater
part of its inhabitants. The Russian frigate Diana,
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commanded by the present Admiral Count Pontiatine,
was at anchor in the harbour at the time. She wag
wrecked ; but her gallant captain and erew were saved
to give us this account in graphic language of the
horrors of that terrible December mornihg, and the
heroic manner in which they stood to their Nhattered
ship :— -

“H.1M8. Diana, in Simoda Harbour, December
23d, 1854.-—Nine o'clock A ; light W.SW. wind ;
bar. 29.'27_; ther. 7 deg. R. (47.75 deg. F.); weather
clear and agreeable,

“At a quarter past nine, without any previous indi-
cation, the shock of an earthquake, which lasted two or
three minutes, causing the vessel to shake very much,
wag felt both on deck and in the cabin. At ten o'clock
a large wave was observed entering the bay, and in s
few minutes Simoda wag inundated, houses and temples
swept away, while the Junks before the town, forced
from their anchorage, were seen floating in every direc-
tion, one knocking against another, cracking and sink-
ing. In less than five minutes after this, the water
was seen rising and bubbling, as if agitated by a thou-
sand springs, carrying with it loam, straw, and other
materials, receding and then returning with tremen-
dous force, and completing the destruction of the town,
boats, and junks. Qur men were ordered to secure the
guns and boats, and to shut the ports. Dnuring this
short time the bay was covered with thatches and
ruins, which had been carried away by the receding
waters,
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“ At a quarter past ten the frigate was obscrved to
drift, when the second anchor was 1mmediately dropped.
Notwithstanding this, however, the water, I‘Btlll‘]lil’lg-
with greater velocity than before, forced her a second
time from her position. The whole town was now one
vast scene of desolation ; and out of about one thou-
sand houses, only sixteen were standing. At this time
a cloud of vapour was observed over the ruins, and the
air was strongly impregnated with sulphurous acid.

“ The sudden rising and falling of the water in so

narrow a bay gave rise to numerous whirlpools, which
caused the frigate to swing round with such rapidity
that all on board became giddy. At half-past ten a
junk was thrown against her with so much violence
that it was smashed to pieces and sunk immediately.
topes were thrown to the men to-save them from
drowning ; but only two seized them, the rest, rushing
into the mbm, chose rather to die than to violate the
law of their country which forbids them without per-
mission to go on board a foreign vessel.

“An old woman also, In a small ba.::nat, was drifted
alongside. She was quite insensible, and her rescue
was not cffected without several men being exposed to
considerable hazard. But their exertions were success-
ful ; she soon recovered, and is still living,

‘“ After the frigate had turned once more round, and
approached within fifty fathoms of a rock, the whirling
of the water became so violent that she was flung from
one place to another, and in about thirty minutes turned
no less than forty-three times round her anchor. During
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this time she was nearly smashed against a rocky island,
but fortunately she just cleared it. At a guarter to
eleven, when the third anchor was dropped, it had not
the effect of keeping her stationary ; and when the sea
receded, it left her on her side in eight feet of water.
While in this position it was impossible to stand, and
all endeavoured to crawl to the upper side, fearihg the
effect of the next rise of the water. This speedily took
place, and with great rapidity and violence, forcing them
into the midst of the bay, and causing one of the guns
to break loose, when it instantly killed one, and wounded
several others of the men. Another effect of this rush
was manifest in the frigate’s keel and rudder, which
were now to be seen floating near her. The rising and
falling of the water were very gteat, the depth varying
from less than eight to more than forty feet ; and these
changes, at intervals of about five mlnutes, continned
till noon, when it was discovered that there were thirty
inches of water in the hold.

‘““At this time a perceptible diminution in the fre-
quency and violence of the changes took place, and
this opportunity was embraced, and every available
effort made, to lessen the influx of water. But scarcely
had half an hour elapsed, when, before these opera-
tions could have been completed, the rising and falling
of the water became more violent than before.

o “ Between this time and a quarter past two, when
the agitation again became much less, the frigate was
left four times on her side ; and once, while thus laid
in only four feet of water, the upheaving of the ground
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was so violent as to force her past her anchors (the
upper parts of which were visible), and back again to
her former position.

“ Continuing to decrease in violence and frequency,
by three P.M. the agitation of the water, and the motion
of the vessel consequent thereon, were very slow. She
now floated in twenty-five feet of water, but within her
hold it was observed to be rising at the rate of thirty
inches per hour. At this time a fresh west wind was
blowing ; the bar. stood at 29.87, and the ther. was
10°.50 R. (about 55°.63 F.) .The bay was covered with
ruind, on which men were seen walking ; and at four
P.M. we began to disentangle the anchors, the chains
of which were so twisted that four hours were required
to clear one of them,

“ During the ensuing night a fresh S.W, wind blew,
and the pumps were working twice an hour.

“We had now to obtain the consent of the authori-
ties to our seeking a bay in which to repair the frigate,
Simoda not being well adapted for this purpose. After
sone delay this was granted, and a suitable place was
soon sclected. Some necessary repairs having pre-
viously been made, we weighed anchor on the 13th
January, and with a light wind left for the appointed
place. The wind soon failed us, we were left drifting
towards the breakers, and our position became one of
imminent danger. But ere long a gale arose, and after g
approaching nearer and nearcr the shore, all hope being
abandoned, twenty fathoms were called out, and the

anchor dropped.
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“On the 15th and 16th there was less wind, but the
water in the frigate rose to such a height that grave
fears were entertained as to the possibility of saving
her. The Japanese authorities sent a hundred junks
to tow her to the bay, and on the 17th all hands were
landed. This was not done without great difficulty (on
account of the dangerous surf), which was particularly
the case with the sick, who, wrapped in sails, had to be
dragged through it. Next day (18th) the junks took
her in tow, not a single man was on board, and the
water already half filled the gun-deck. After proceed-
ing & few miles, a small white cloud appeared, on per-
ceiving which, the J ap&ﬁese, panic-stricken, cut their
ropes and fled. This appeared strange to us, but a
storm speedily justified the fears they had manifested.
Had they delayed much longer, they would have been
in great danger, and not improbably might have shared
the fate of the frigate, which forthwith sunk.”

The new town of Simoda was being rebuilt when we

were there. The ruins of a Japanese city are by no
means 1mposing ; wood, thatch, and a small modicum
of bricks, constitute the materials generally employed
in a country where a man may naturally expect to
rebuild his house more than once in a lifetime. The
spick-and-span new appearance of whole streets told
its own tale; and the appearance of a formidable
stone-faced breakwater, erected some feet above high-
water mark, and fully thirty feet high, cutting off the
 Pretty vale In which the town was sitnated from the
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greatest danger was anticipated, and whence they had
sutfered most, during the last dreadful visitation. Yet
there was nothing in the appearance of the cood folk
of Simoda to lead one to suppose they fretted much
about earthquakes, rollers from the ses, or the Vries
Volcano,  Every one looked as happy and free from
care as any people could do. The men welcomed us
with a good-natured smile, and the women, young or
old, scemed as curious to look 2% us as we were to look
at them. Everybody appeared well to do—not a beggar
was vistble ; possibly the earthquake had swept them
offt Having described Nangasaki and its bazaar so
fully, it would be mere repetition to dwell upon the
bazaar of Simeda, further than to say that the articles
here produced for sale were superior, and decidedly
much cheaper. The restrietions upon direct buying
and selling were attended with more inconvenience
than at Nangasaki; for, having selected the articles to
be purchased, they were carried to a government office,
where their value in silver azibus (a coiu of the country,
the value of the third of a dollar) was placed in a scale,
whilst we had to pour into the opposite side of the
balance an equal weight in Mexican dollars, plus a
certain per-centage to meet the expense of re-colning
the forcign money. The government officers handed
over to us our purchases, and gave the merchant credit
for the number of azibus due to him. All this ma-
chitery is set to work merely to prevent Europeans
receiving Japanese money, and to guard against forei on
coin beine elrcalated 1n the et v
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Provision has been made in the new treaty that will
rid trade of all these nonsensical restrictions. It would
be 1mpossible for foreign merchants to trade under such
a system, by which it is more than probable that the
Japanese merchant is cheated, and that he does not
know whether it is by the European or the native officials,
At Simoda, as at Nangasaki, every one seemed
eternally to be taking notes of what everybody else
was doing.  Each Japanese had his breast-pockets full

of note-paper, and a convenient writing apparatus stuck
in his belt, and everything that was said, done, and
cven thought, was no doubt faithfully vecorded. Im
Japan, men do not seem to converse with one another,
except in formal set.speeches ; there is no interchange
of thought by means of the tongue, but the pen is ever
at work neting down their observations of one anothenr.
Sometimes we saw men comparing their notes, and
grunting assent or dissent from opinions or facts re-
corded. At first we rather felt this as a system of
espionage, but we soon became accustomed to it ; and
provided every man wrote down what he really saw
and heard, it may be more satisfactory in the long-run
to have to do with a nation of Captain Cuttles, who
have “ made a note” of everything, and so have more
than their memories to trust to.

The Japanese plan of putting one man in a post of
trust, and pianing another as a check on him, is, after
all, only our red-tape system in a less disguised form.
The governor of 8imoda has a duplicate in Yedo, who
has to take turn and turn about with him in office, so

H




114 A CRUISE IN JAPANESE WATERS,

that the acts of each whilst in authority scrve as a
check on the other. Then he is accompanied, wherever
he goes, by onc private and two public reporters, and
the latter forward direct to Yedo particulars of all his
acts. Their reports are in their turn checked by the
counter-statements of the governor and his private
secretary. Now compare this with the case of the
captain of H M.S. , who requires a ton of coal, or
a coil of rope, of the value of perhaps twenty shillings.
The captain gives a written order for the purchase to
be made, and two merchants must certify that the
price asked is a just one, and what is the rate of
‘exchange—to this the governor or a consul must bear

witness. The captain next attests that the goods have
been reecived and carried to public account, and this
is countersigned by a lieutenant, the master, and an-
other officer, who declare them to he fit for her
Majesty's service. The vendor appends his signature
as a reccipt, and this has to be witnessed. Then a
statement of what quantity of the same stores re-
mained in the ship when the purchase was made, and
why more were required, has to be signed by the
captain and the officer in charge of them. Lastly,
these documents are forwarded to the Commander-in-
Chief, who signs and forwards them to the Accountant-
general of the Navy., So to guarantec the honest
expenditure, on behalf of the public, of twenty shil-
lings, the names of twelve witnesses are requisite, and
the papers beine in triplicate, six-and-thirty stenatures
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Whatever may be the demerits of Simoda as a port
tor shipping, no one can deny it is an exceedingly
picturesque spot, replete with glorious combinations
of turf-clad valley and wooded crag, sharp-cut cliff and *
‘rocky cove, mountain and richly-cultivated plain. One
most romantic-looking corner in this pieture is some-
what maired by a stiff white flagstaff and the American
ensign.  Forgive me, oh my American cousins! for
saying that Nature is not improved by stripes of red-
and-white bunting sprinkled with stars. TFrom thix
~corner of Simoda Bay the Consul-general of the
United States made his appearance, and most warmly
we welcomed a gentleman whose earnest endeavours
and great personal sacrifices are likely to bring about
such vast changes in the future history of J apan. Mr
Hartis seemed a man well fitted to be the pioneer of
the energetic Republic of North America, Earnest,
enthusiastic, and clever, he is gifted with that sclf-
reliance which carvies his countrymen over difficulties,
whilst we more methodical slow-coaches sit down and
rcason upon them until the time *for action is past,
He has had great success in acquiring for himself the
iriendship and confidence of the people and officials of
this jealous and exclusive empire. He had visited,
with both eyes open and a libera] spirit, most parts of
the world—and, happy man, the world had neither
hardened his heart nor blunted his power of appreciat-
Ing the good and beautiful wherever it might exist.
t was refreshing to hear his warm and sincere enlo-
oiuns of the Japanese neople. thouoh he did mot an
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the length of attributing to them every transcendent
virtue, He expressed a kindly and natural anxiety
about the long course of misery and revolution that
will most probably emsue, when the introduction of
European civilisation and a different creed shall break
down, and will not, at any rate at first, supply the
place of an existing system, which, so far as the
material wants of the people are concerned, looks so
perfect. The Consul had been much in our colonies and
dependencies, and understood well the Asiatic character :

he had been in Lucknow when still independent, and
had feasted with its sensual monarch and princes ; he
had shared in Otaheitian kolu-holus or native dances,
and knew the missionaries and missionary-eaters of New
Zealand,  His admission to Japan with his secretary
and interpreter, Mr Hewskin, was the result of the
treaty obtained by Commodore Perry, which I have
already mentioned. Having promised that an American
consul should be permitted to reside at Simoda, the
Japanese did not object when a man-of-war landed
them, and sailed sway ; but they placed the consulate
on the opposite side of the bay to that on which the
town was situated, and then watched the Americans
closely. Mr Hewskin, who was by birth a native of
Holland, had acquired a knowledge of the Japanese lan-
guage ; and as many of the natives spewr Dutch,
good feeling was promoted by an interchange of little
acts of kindness and consideration. Time wore at first
very heavily with the two residents, and many long
months passed before the face of a European gladdencd
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their sight. Meantime the Dutch duly reported at
. Nangasaki, and, for purposes of their own, exaggerated
the force and misrepresented the objects of the Allies
in China. The Dutch superintendent, Mr Donker
Curtius, thought to make great capital out of the
alarm thus created in Japan, and obtain fresh conces-
sions for Holland by a new treaty of commerce, and so
maintain for her that priority of position which her
exclusive monopoly for two centuries perhaps per-
suaded him she had a right to. Mr Harris, at the
same time, wag desirous to obtain like advantages for
Ameries ; and in the autumn of 1857, by way of
playing off one against the other, the two diplomatists
were allowed to proceed to Yedo, there to make thexr
respective representations,

It was when this journey was undertaken that Mr
Harris saw the motive of the Japanese in placing his

countrymen at Sinoda ; for such was the truly Alpine
nature of the country traversed before he reached the
Gulf of Yedo, that any attempt of the Americans to
penetrate by force into the interior must have re-
sulted in the destruction of those who engaged in
such a project. During the six months the Consul
was in Yedo, nothing could exceed the kindness
and care he experienced. He lived at the imperial
charge, special dishes were often sent him from
the palace, and when from some cause there was an
alarm in the city, a” strong gnard was sent to patrol
the neighbourhood of his abode, It will be remem-
bered that we learnt at Nangasaki that both Duteh




118 A CRUISE IN JAPANESE WATERS.

and American commissioners had eventually left Yedo
without obtaining any formally-signed treaty. Dis-
appointed and worn out by his long and anxious
labours, the energetic American fell serfously ill on
his return to Simoda. This gave the Japanese an
opportunity of showing how desirous they were to be
kind, and to protect the stranger whom they personally
liked so much. The Emperor deputed two court phy-
sicians to attend him, and gave them to understand
that any mischance that might befall their patient
would be attended with serious conscquences to them-
selves—an authoritative hint to the faculty which was
attended with the happiest results. Had Mr Harris
becn an only son, and had the two Japanese doctors
stood in the relation of papa and mamma to him, their
solicitude for his recovery could not have been greater,
nor the cure more rapid, owing to their unremitting
attention and admirable nursing. He had quite re-
covered when the steam-frigate Powhattan, with
Flag-officer Tatnall on board, dashed into the quiet
bay, and gave the startling intelligence of the occu-
pation of Tientsin, and that on June 26th the proud
Court of Pekin had submitted to our terms, It re-
quired no great prescience to see that the Allies would
next visit Japan, and that if the Emperor did not with
discretion and common-sense yicld to circumstances,
the visit would assuredly end in an imbroglio, like our
Lorcha affair with the redoubtable Yeh.  The Consul,
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interview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and
. was invited again to the capital ; and the information
he gave must have startled the Japanese Court. He
urged that as America had taken the initiative in
bringing Japan to enter again into communication
with other nations than Holland, and that the general
terms of a treaty had been agreed to, though not signed
as yet, it was but fair that it should be fully concluded
before the arrival of the English and French. The
Japanese allowed the justice of the claim, closed with
the Americans, and, on or about July 28, formally
signed their treaty. Mr Harris was granted an inter-
view with the Tai-koon, an amiable but sickly ereature
in the last stage of epileptic decay. Thus was won for
the United States the honour of being the first nation
to reopen free commercial relations with Japan, after
2 lapse of two centuries of Duteh monopoly,

The American Consul was most willing to afford
the British Ambassador every information and assist-
ance, and allowed Mr Hewskin to accompany Lord
Elgin to Yedo. Without this gentleman’s services as
interpreter, his Excellency would have had to compile
his treaty in English, and would have been at the
entire mercy of the native linguists, and would have
felt a want which such Chinese scholars as Mr T. Wade
and Mr H. N. Lay had ably supplicd for him in China,
Mr Hewskin embarked in the Furious, and so excited
all on board with glowing accounts of Yedo, that late
i the night found us still listening, and discussine
1ts wonders,




120 A CRUISE IN JAPANESE WATERS.

The Governor of Simoda tried hard to persuade the
Ambassador to embark” a native officer as a cicerone.
Both parties were, however, equally determined upon
this point. TLord Elgin declined the honour of a visitor
whose presence might be inconvenient ; but at day-
dawn, as we welghed anchor, it required sundry re-
volutions of the steamer’s paddles to prevent our being
boarded by an individual who had evidently made up
his thind to go with us, though, in making his calcula-
tions upon that head, he had not taken into considera-
tion the force of the water thrown off by the wheels of
the Furious acting upon his boat. The next man-
of-war steamer he tries to board he will better under-
stand what he is about.

It was in the carly grey of the morning, on the
12th August 1838, that we weighed from Simoda,
and steamed out into the tide-ripples, enrrents, and
cross sea off its entrance. Daylight saw us going as
hard as steam and sail would carry us to the morth-
ward. Vries Voleano, smoking and smouldering, rose
out of the sea upon our right, and away to the left
stretched Nipon, high, bold, and mountainous, with a
coast-line very unlike what was laid down in our charts.
Abhead in the far distance gleamed through the mist
headlands and points of the beautiful gulf to which we
were bound.  The hreeze was fresh and fair, the sky
bright, the sea blue and beautiful. All Nature seemed
to rejoice, and to bid us rejoice with her; but as in
the brichtest day some cloud will yet be seen, so was
it with us now. The bell tolled, the ension drooped
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half-mast hich, and we stood for a few minutes un-
covered whilst the funeral rite was performed over the
body of a young sailor before we committed it to the
deep. He was our first loss during an eighteen months’
cruise in India and China ; and it was strange that the
funeral shonld occur at the moment of all others when
hope and excitement were at their highest amongst us.



CHAPTER IX.

THE Japanese authorities were evidently determined, if
official obstructiveness could stop us, to leave no effort
untried to do so. Even in the open seca between Vries
Voleano and the entrance of Yedo Gulf, two gnard-
boats suceceded in throwing themselves in our track.
At first the officer of the wateh inmoceutly believed
them to be fishermen, and dreaming of turbot and
mackerel, edged towards the boats, favouring the
Japanese maneuvre.  When almost under the ship’s
bows, up went the little square flags, and out popped
upon the deck of each boat a two-sworded official, who,
steadying  himself against the excessive motion by
placing his less wide apart, waved frantically for
the Furious to stop. The officer of the watch had
diveetions to be perfectly deaf and blind for the next
tive minutes. The ship gave a sheer, and went clear of
tiic boats by a few yards: they might as well have
requested the Voleano behind them to cease smoking,
as to ycl for us to stop. Stop indeed '—why, the old
ship knew as well as we did that the wind was fair
and Yedo right ahead, and this aeccounts for her inei-
vility to Japancse guard-boats, and her playful kick-up
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of the heels as she went through the water at a nine-
knot speed. The last we saw of the two officers was
that one poor man performed a somersault, as his boat
dived into a sea ; and a somersault with two swords by
his side, a queer-cut hat tied on liferally to his nose, a
shirt as stiff as if cut out of paper, and very bagging
trouscers, must be a feat not voluntarily gone through ;
whilc the other officer, who wisely had himself sup-
- ported by two boatmen, continued to wave his arms,
like an insane semaphore, so long as we looked at him,
Poor fellows! we too knew what 1t was to suffer in
performance of orders, and, giving them our lhearty
sympathy, we left these worthies to find their way back
to their shores. By nine o’clock we were fairly enter-
ing the limits of the Gulf of Yedo, and the freshening
vale rendered our speed little short of ten miles an
hour. It was a glorious panorama past which we were
rapidly sailing, and the exhilarating effect of its influ-
enee upon all of us, combined with a delicious climate
and invigorating breeze, was visible in the glistening
eyes and cheerful looks of the ofticers and men, who
crowded to gaze upon the picture that unrolled itself
before us. The scenery was neither Indian nor Chinese,
and presented more of the features of a land within
the temperate, than of one touching the torrid zone.
The lower and nearer portions of the shores of the
Gulf resembled strongly some of the most picturesque
spots in our own dear islands; yet we have no gulf
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the shores of the Isle of Wight, form with their com-
bined beauty a gulf forty-five miles long, and varying
in width from ten to thirty. In every nook and valley,
as well as along every sandy bay, place pretty towns
and villages, eut out all brick-and-plaster villas with
Corinthian porticocs, and introduce the neatest chaléts
Switzerland ever produced—strew the bright sea with
quaint vessels and picturesque boats, and you will
have the foreground of the picture. For background,
scatter to the eastward the finest scenery our High-
lands of Scotland can afford—leave the blue and purple
tints untouched, as well as the pine-tree and moun-
tain-ash. Far back, fifty miles off, on the western side
of the Gulf, amidst masses of snowy clonds and streams
of golden must, let a lofty mountain-range be seen,
and at its centre rear a magnificent cone, the beautiful
Fursi-hama, the “ Matchless Mountain” of Japan —and
then, perhaps, the reader can in some way picture to
his mind’s eye the beauties of the Gulf of Yedo, in the
loveliness of that bright day when it first gladdened
our sight. '

The freshening gale drove the ships, like sea-gulls,
past the noble bluffs between Capes Sagami and
Kamisaki. The latter, to which we approached within
a thousand yards, was bristling with batteries and
swarming with guard-boats, of which several, with
officers and linguists on board, pushed off, and tried
their best, by signals, to induce us to stop. We only
oave ourselves time to note that the nramicing Tittle
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here shelter might be very likely found, if the anchor-
age in the Gulf proved insecure. Guided by the ex-
cellent map and chart of Commodore Perry, we hauled
in for the western shore to avoid a dangerous shoal
called by the Americans Saratoga Spit, and then bore
away north. We sighted rapidly, one after the other,
the various points and headlands mentioned by Perry,
and rcecognised Treaty Point, near which the American
treaty of March 31, 1854, was nepotiated,

I the bay of Kanagawa, an extremely pretty inden-
tation upon the west coast, just beyond Treaty Biuff,
we saw at anchor the Russian frigate Esvold, and a
despatch gunboat, The former we knew had on board
his Excellency Count Pontiatine, the Russian plenipo-
tentiary ; and he was doubtless busily labouring, on
behalf of his imperial master, amongst the treaty-
bewildered Japanese.

The Furious was in ten fathoms water, and it
seemed quite unreasonable to haul out of the high-
road to the capital and anchor, Lecause other people
had done so, at Kanagawa. With the sanetion of
Lord Elgin, the Furious and Retribution bore away
for Yedo. Mr Hewskin, the interpreter, had, whilst
accompanying Mr Harris in hig last visit to Yedo, been
carried on ome occasion in a small Japanese steamer
from Kanagawa to the capital ; but from his observa-
tions upon that occasion, he was led to believe that
cxtensive mud-banks barred the approach to the city.
Yet he suggested, what we found to have been the
case, that the Japanese officers had taken the vessel by
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a very shallow route expressly to mislead the new-
comers.

Rattling along amongst fleets of native boats of all
sizes round the shallows of Beacon Point, we went off
the American chart on to really unknown ground,
beyoud the maps of Siebold and Ksempfer, which
alone gave us the coast-line, and guided us to the
north-west corner of the Gulf, as the site of Yedo. On
a very clear day from. Beacon Point the southern
suburb of Yedo, named Sinagawa, may doubtless be
visible, as well as the hills situated within the limits of
the city itself; but the strong gale before which we
“were blown, had caused a haze that hid all from s,
except the outline of some low hills to the north-west,
Directly we were clear of the shoals, and that the land
appeared to recede from us, we hauled in for it, and
presently we saw four square-rigged vessels riding at
anchor under the land. When they bore NW. by
compass, we steered for them. The soundings com-
menced to diminish steadily, but it mattered not, for
where there was water for those vessels there must be
very nearly enough for us, and at any rate the bottom
was a nice soft unctuous mud if we did happen to stick
our keel in it,  Our hopes were not doomed to be dis-
appointed, for up out of the sea, and out of the mist,
rose one startling novelty after another. Huge bat-
teries, big enough to delight the Czar Nicholas—
temples—the Imperial palace—Yedo itself curving
round the Bay—all for the first time looked upon from
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rigaed vessels proved to be Japanese men-of-war, and
when we had brought thein, as well as the batteries,
thoroughly under command of our guns, the Furious
and the Retribution anchored in twenty-four feet water,
as well as the little yacht Emperor, that under a press
of sail and steam had been fruitlessly trying to overtake
the larger vessels, sinee we entered the Gulf.

Shade of Will Adams! at last the prayer of the
earnest old sailor, that his countrymen might reap
wealth and advantage from commercial relations with
Japan, was about to be fulfilled! Two hundred and
fifty-eight years had elapsed since he, and his half-
wrecked ship, had lain nigh the very spot in which we
were ; and now his countrymen had come in earnest.
They held the empire of the Rast, and had won the
wealth of all the Indies; and the arms of England,
and the skill of her Ambassador, had thrown down
all the barriers set up by China against forcien trade
or Intercourse. Great Britain, in those two hundred
and twenty-five years which had intervened since her
cessation of commerce with Japan, had carefully paved
the way to the point at which it was no longer pos-
sible to tolerate the exclusiveness of an important and
wealthy empire ; and an English squadron and an
English Ambassador were now off the capital of Japan,
the bearers, it is true, of a message of good-will, but
yet to show, in a way not to be mistaken, that the
hour had arrived for Japan to yield to reason, or to be
prepared to suffer, as the Court of Pekin had done, for
its ohstinacy.
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A strong gale blowing direct npon the shore pre-
vented all communication during the afternoon, and
gave us ample time to consider the four Japanese
vessels which rode at anchor close to us. Could one
of them be the Erasmus, the ¢ talle shippe” of stout
Admiral Jactues Mayhay ? Impossible ! but then this
ship must have been built on the model of that, or
possibly on that of the craft of eighty tons which Will
Adams tells us he had to’construct during his deten-
tion in Yedo : he, poor fellow, being neither ship-
builder nor carpenter! To add to the grotesqueness
of this ghost of a ship of ancient days, it was painted
of a lively red thronghout, We afterwards learnt that
this quaint argosy, as well as another one painted
black, which seemed to have a strong tendency to float
on her broadside, were objects of great pride and self-
complhcency with some very high Japanese authorities,
as proofs to what perfection native ship-building had
arrived, though there were some who thought that the
sum of money thus wasted would have paid for two
line-of-battle ships in Europe. The other two vessels
under Japanese colours had been purchased from the
Dutch : one was a paddle-wheel steamer, the other a
screw ; both tolerably armed, and looking efficient, and

entircly manned and officered by natives.

Towards evening the breeze was still so fresh that
only one Japanese boat had left us for the shore, with
a communication from Lord Elgin to the authorities.
A cloud of government boats were seen coming up the
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us to death with questions, that they were the guard-
boats that ought to have boarded and reported upon
us at the many stations in the Gulf They had had a
long sail, and had a long way to go back ; yet they
were rvather inclined to laugh than be cross at the
wicked trick we had practised upon them. Among
the first to board us was Yenoske, a linguist of inferior
rank, who had some knowledge of the English lan-
guage, and had been stationed a long way down the
Gulf to intercept us. He had had nearly a thirty miles
chase after us, yet laughed heartily after he oot on bhoard
at the joke, and spoke of our proceedings as in the
highest degree original, suggesting at the same time
that, in our haste, we had made a mistake, which
would of course be rectified on the morrow by our
going back to Kanagawa! Tt was our turn to laugh
now, but Yenoske still smiled, no doubt determined
to think it very improbable we shoyld remain where
we were ; and so we left him to collect answers to all
the questions his report upon our ship required.

Mr Hewskin came on deck, and Yenoske’s bright
cyes glittered with delight as he recognised an old
acquaintance. The puzzled physiognomies of many
guard-boat officials brightened up as they hailed the
well-known figure of the only European that had been
seen In the city of Yedo who could speak Japanege ;
and with all of them it seemed to unravel the per-
plexity they were in, a¢ to why we came beyond
Kanagawa., It was clearly Hewskin who had brought

-y -~ -
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seekers lighted upon the strange-shaped palanquin in
which Mr Harris had been seen in Yedo. A posse of
tnem walked round it, measured it, examined it, peered
into it, assured themselves by argument that it was
the same; and then one old. gentleman, who must
have been a fac-simile of the one who unravelled the
Gunpowder Plot, called Yenoske aside, and, pointing
at the mysterious chair, looked most ominous things.
Yenoske returned to us, surrounded by the reporters,
to suggest in blandest tones in Dutch that no doubt
Mr Harris was below. No! Well, then he was
somewhere on board? No, was still the reply ; but
we laughed so immoderately, and Yenoske Joined so

heartily, that we feel sure every one entered in their
notebooks that Mr Harris was secreted somewhere on
board the Furious; and possibly they found some
comfort in the supposition. Yenoske left us soon
" after, with some missive for the city authorities. He
proved to be an exccllent little man, very civil and
obliging, and, as the medium of intercourse between
the FKmbassy and the English officers and the natives,
showed wonderful tact and zeal, as well as great apti-
tude in improving his knowledge of our languape,
Long after it was dark, and just as all were retiring
to vest, a Jarge boat, carrying handsome lanthorns, was
reported to be approaching, To the hail of our sentry
came the ready response, “a government boat !”  Sle
came alongside, and when the occupants were invited
on beard, a person walked up, bowed and introduced

. ® -
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then turning to Hewskin, shook him warmly by the
hand.  We remembered the name as that of the able
Interpreter spoken of by Perry.  On accosting him, a
fear was slyly expressed that our arrival must have
put them to much inconvenience to oceasion him to
be about at so late an hour. Mori-hama acknowledged
that it was so, for that we had rushed up the bay
“like the wind.” He had been despatched to Kana-
gawa to meet us when our entry in the bay was sig-
naled ; but before he got there we had passed, and he
* had but Just returned to be sent off upon his present
mission,  Mori-hama then threw in some alarming
hints as to the insecurity of our present anchorage—
the shallowness of -the water—the want of supplies—
in fact, many things that should start us back again.,
After this, he began talking Dutch to Mr Hewskin in
a very abrupt manner. We ventured to rémark, that
now that he was dealing with Englishmen, it would be
better to adhere to their language, which he spoke so
fluently. “Al! of course,” said he, langhing, “ and I
always desire to converse in English, but Hewskin will
speak Dutch ;”—a quick reply, but more quick than
veracious. After pretending to be utterly surprised
at this sudden arrival of the ambassador, he betrayed
incidentally that a much exaggerated report of the
size of the British squadron likely to visit J apan had
come up from Nangasaki; and he left the ship, leav-
g behind him a very favourable impression of his
address and abilily. We have been thus prolix in
describing our first interview with these two Japancse
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interpreters, in order to show how well in Mori-hama
and Yenoske, the J apanese government was prepared
to hold intercovurse with England, and with what
advantage to themselves.

Early next day, August the 13th, we weighed and
moved to an anchorage between the Japanese men-of-
war and their own batteries, where we had just water
enough to float at low tide. This operation over, we
were able, now that the weather had moderated, to
scrutinise the town, situated at the head of a bay in
the north-west angle of the Gulf of Yedo. The bay is
formed by two low projections of land, named respect-
ively, Beacon Point by the Americans, and Court Point
by ourselves, after the master of the Furious. It is
seven miles wide, and about as many deep, the water
shoaling gradunally up to the front of the city, where a
bank of sand and shells, having only seven feet water
upon it at high water, extends off shore to the distance
of a mile, though there is a channel with deeper water,
fit for native vessels, leading through this bank, and
communicating with the river Toda-gawa. Along the
seaward edge'ﬂf this bank a series of formidable bat-
teries has been constructed, starting from the point
where the city of Yedo proper joins the suburb of Sina-
gawa, upon the west side of the bay. The original
idea was a most ambitious one, to front the entire city
at the distance of a mile with a double row of these
detached fortresses, the inner line eovering with their
firc the interstices left in the front. Either the cash
failed, or morc sense came to their aid ; at any rate only
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about one-half of Yedo is thus screened witly forts.
Nearly the entire circumference of the bay is artificially
embanked, as if to guard against the action of volcanic
rollers, In other places immediately upon the sea-face
of the city, these embankments which must have been
constructed many years ago, for they are covered witly
a fine green twf, and have many noble trees growing
upon them, served the double purpose of a screen from
the sca, and a fortification against any enemy who might
arrive by way of the ocean. Quoer enough in all con-
seience were some of these batteries, and the most for-
midable thing about them was the number of guns,
Here, as we had remarked at N angasaki, there wasg,
on the part of the Government, the most wanton
expenditure of cash in cannon any Hastern people were
guilty of. -

The city of Yedo, and its two southern suburbs,
Sinagawa and Omagawa, curve round the bay for nearly
ten miles ; and subsequent comparison of our remarks
upon 1its extent landward, with a native plan, now in
the possession of Mr L. Oliphant, Lord Elgin’s private
secretary, confirmed the belief that the area of Yedo
might be considered as a square, every side of which
was seven iiles long.  Of course the whole of this
area 18 not closely built over ; indeed, in no capital that
we know of has more care heen taken to preserve fine
Open spaces, especially round the palaces of their em-
peror and princes, and the neighbourhoog of their tem-

ples and tea-houses, both of which are the constant
resort of all classes in Vada  Yithie tTom 1o fs o a1
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city are several hills of moderate elevation, as well as
gentle slopes; in all cases they were but thinly built
upon, and extensive gardens, with many magnificent
trees, principally aderned their sides. On a hill which
rises from the heart of the city and from a mass of
densely crowded buildings, the imperial palace is built
with a crenellated wall, half hidden by green banks and
shady trees, within whose limits the ruler of this king-
dom is immersed for life, as the sad penalty of his high
position. 'The houses look very neat and comfortable,
and are principally of wood, stone and brick being
avoided as mnch as possible, in consequence of the fre-
quency of ecarthquakes. No walls enclose the eity,
whose site is admirably adapted to admit of almost
unlimited increase in extent, without interfering with
drainage, supplies, intercommunication, or ready access
to the waters of the bay, which insures to those living
upon its shores cleanliness, sea air, and an easy highway.
A river, the Toda-gaws, flows through the heart of
Yedo; we could sce onc fine bridge spanning it near
its mouth, and there are two others farther up, Besides
the Toda-gawa, some smaller streams intersect the town
and suburbs. The absence of all imposing edifices, and
the gencral want of elevation in the ground upon which
the eity stands, render the view from the sea by no
means 1mposing ; but its extensive sea-front, the throb
of life evident in the fleets of boats and vessels passing
and repassing, the batteries and guns which frowned
upon us, the hum as of a multitude at hand that was
borne to our ears when the brecze came off the land
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all impressed us with the fact that we were at anchor
off one of the largest capitals of the world.

In the afternoon four officers, deputed by the Japan-
ese decretary of State for Foreign Affairs, waited upon
Lord Elgin. Mori-hama was their master of the cerc-

monices, alded by Mr Hewskin. They were received by
the officers and a guard of honour, and Mori-hama was
asked if' they would ebject to the salute, and replied
that the Cominissioners would like it very much, men-
tioning the number of guns to which they were entitled.
Our visitors would furthermore have liked us, they said,
to salute the national flag of Japan with twenty-one
guns ; but as our salute could not be returned, the
subject was dropped.

The Commissioners then had their interview with
Lord Elgin, and being one in which no state secrets
were to be disecussed, they were allowed to take into
the cabin their usnal retinue of reporters. Each Com-
missioner had a seribe, who upon his behalf wrote down,
most minutely, all that was said and done during the
interview—then there was a government reporter, who
wrote his version of the same story; and besides this,
there was an individual who was all eyes and ears, to
report verbally upon both seribes and Commissioners.
After a few complimentary and commonplace prelimi-
naries, the business they had come about began. They
first wished for some particulars as to Lord Elgin, his
rank, titles, and office. They seemed to understand
that he could be the Earl of Elgin, but where was his
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explained, they enjoyed the joke as much as any one,
Then they wanted to induce Lord Elgin to go back to
Kanagawa, and land there, as all the other ambassadors
had done. To this they got a firm refusal, yet cach
commissioner in succession offered some childish argu-
ments upon that head. It appeared to us that they
talked as much for the reporters as with any hope of
attaining their object. After discussing some other
minor points, the party adjourned to lunch, where, in
conversation and in manners, the Commissioners showed
themselves gentlemanly well-bred men. Mori-hama,
whose rank ﬂbliged him to be on his knees before his
saperiors during the transaction of business, was now
allowed to take his place as the guest of the Ambas-
sador ; and with his experience in lunches and dinners
with Americans and Russians, he was a very useful
fugleman to his less expert masters in handling knife,
fork, and spoon. In answer to some remark that Yedo
Bay was a remarkably fine one, one of the Commis-
sioners asserted that it was very insecure as an anchor-
age, yet could not explain under such ecircumstances
why the J apanesc men-of-war, and so Lmany native
vessels, rode at anchor in it. They bemoaned the im-
possibility, in consequence of our distance from the
shore, of getting off the supplies wé so much neceded,
and urged that at Kanagawa * bazaars and stores had

* Kanagawa, fifteen miles southward, & spot often before mentioned,
Tho Americans having accepted it as the seaport of Yado, our con-
gtant difficuity in this land of precedents was to avoid being thrust
into it likewise,
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been established for the express purpose of supplying
the Americans and Russians. The consolation offercd
in reply was, that, if the supplies I'Eﬂ.LhEd the beach, we
could embark them ourselves, and if they did not come
to the beach, we could always send ashore to purchase
them—ergo, Yedo suited us just as well as any other
place in Japan. They neither wished our boats to land
on the beaches, nor that we should go on shore and run
about to make purchases, consequently the difficulty
about our supplies was overcome.

The Lee gunboat came in next morning, August
14th, having escaped destruction by a perfect miracle
in the heavy gale of August 6th. Lieutenant-Com-
mander Graham had, like ourselves, sought shelter
from the weather, by anchoring off the coast of Kiu-siu
Island, but was less fortunate in finding a spot from
whence to escape when necessary. The wind, when it
veered upon the night of the 7th, found his little craft
deeply embuyed, and for many hours during the 8th
Angust she was in imminent peril. Her arrival caused
some sensation, and Yenoske asked whether the number
cighty-two painted upon her bow in figures two feet
long,* had anything to do with the great fleet of
eighty-four British and French vessels that a Nanga-
saki report (to which we have before alluded) had led
the Japanese to suppose was likely to visit Yedo? The
number eighty-two upon the bows of the Lee secmed

* i 18 nsual in the navy to distinguish gunboats by somo peculiar
colour of funnels or bulwarks, and, in China, ours had a distinguishing
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like a confirmation of the rumour. At ten o’clock that
night the ships were rocked for a minute or two in a
very strange manner, and trembled as if with some
sudden shock.  The sea was smooth at the time, and
there was nothing in the weather to account for the
motion.  We therefore suppaosed it was oceasioned by
some volcanic action, as the keel of the Furious at
the time happened to be touching the mud. Those
who had experienced earthquakes on board a ship in
South America, fancied they recognised the motion.

August 15th brought off the Japanese Commis-
sioners to make final arrangements as to Lord Elpin's
mission ; and, after a long confercnce, they left, haviug
yiclded the point that his Excellency micht land in
Yedo and remain there whilst negotiations were pend-
g ; indeed, it appeared that they had prepared a
Louse, and at 10 A.. on the morrow, the ambassador
would be escorted to the proper landing-place by
persons deputed for the purpose. It beeame likewise
generally public that Count Pontiatine, the Russian
Ambassador, was in Yedo, having arrived in a native
palanquin from Kanagawa, in a véry qulet manner,
upon the self-same day that our squadron anchored off
the city.

The anticipated disembarkation of the Ambassador,
upon the 16th August, was postponed by heavy rain ;
but some of the gentlemen attached tw the Embassy,
who, like landsmen, would fain zet ashore at any price,

went boldly in spite of wind and wet, They returned
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boat which conveyed them from the ship took them to
the beach of the suburb of Sinagawa, where they had
to.get ashore in small punts, and march up to a tea-
house kept by a lady, more fair than saintlike, and
then they were shown the proposed residence of ow
Ambassador, which was not in the city of Yedo, and
was in every way unfitting. But Mr Hewskin, who
had landed with the members of the suite, saw what
an cscape Lord Elgin had had from one of those petty
afiromts by which the Japanese, like the Chinese, seek
to compensate themselves for concessions wrung from
them by force or argumnent. He caused the whole of -
the programme, so far as the Japanese part of the
landing was concerned, to be cntirely changed, A
series of bmldmgs within the enclosure of an 1mphrla.l
temple, situated in the city, were selected for the
residence of the British Embassy; and this, though
far from a very gorgeous turn-out, had the merit of
being sitnated in Yedo, and near a reputable part of
it. To prevent all cavil as to where his Excellency
was to land, a wharf, from whence the high officers
of state embarked, was selected as our point of com-
munication likewise,

Tuesday, the 17th August, came in a glnrmus day
to pay honour to the entry of the first British Ambas-
sador to Japan since the year 1613, when the envoy
of James I. was favourably reccived by the-then reign-
ing emperor. Captain Barker had arranged that,
without letting the Japanese into the secret of our
nroceedines, the landine should be offoctad it the
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most solemn and imposing manner befitting the repre-
sentative of our beloved sovereign, and so thoroughly
to foil the plan, accidentally discovered on the previous
day, of making Lord Elgin’s entry into Yedo a hole-
and-corner affair, unaccompanied by pomp and cere-
mony. The boats of the squadron were prepared,
manned, and armed ; the Retribution contributed her
band ; the ships were dressed. with flegs, and when
atl was ready, the Ambassador on board the Lee,
accompanied by a perfect flotilla of our boats, pro-
ceeded towards the batteriess The J apanese officer
and Yenoske, who had been sent off to escort his
Excellency to the shore, were much struck by all these
preparations ; they even ceased to take notes, which
Was a serious sign.

The Lee threaded her way carefully towards an
anchorage used by the native craft. Yenoske pointed
out to Uommander Graham a different route between
two of the outer batteries, where the Lee would
have certainly ran aground, but his friendly suggestion
was not adopted. Within the line of batterics the
Lee was obliged to anchor; the procession of hoats
now formed, the galleys of the squadron with their
commanders led in double column all the pinnaces and
cutters, with the officers of the r'espective ships dressed
in full uniform. Astern of these, followed one of the
launches carrying the band: then came the barge in
which was embarked the Ambassador. Another large
launch followed in the rear of the barge, and the
launches of the Furious kept at a convenient dis-
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tance upon either side, to prevent His Excellcucy
being erowded upon by native boats. As we have
before said, there was real “ Queen’s weather” to set
off to the best advantage the show, where the ships
dressed with bright-coloured flags, the boats with their
gay pendants and ensigns, and laden with men and
officers in gayest attire, and the boom of our ships’
guns, had at@acted a vast throng of human beings,
who clustered in every open space whence a view of
the procession was to be obtained. The boats crossed
the shallow bank, and approached the official landing-
place, where the Earl of Elgin disembarked, while the
band played God save the Queen. As for the Japanese
officials, they looked as if lost in wonder and astonish-
ment that such things should be in the capital of Tai-
Nipon. The officers of the squadron remained on
shore to escort the Ambassador to his palanquin, and
that done, all returned to the ships.

We shall now give our desultory notes upon Yedo,
without reference to dates. It was essential, in the
first place, that the ships should establish, as early as
possible, entire freedom of communication with the
shore. This, so far as we were concerned, was easily
carried out, but 1t appeared that boat-loads of people,
who had put off from the shore to visit the squadron,
were intercepted and sent away by the Japanese men-
of-war. It was a delicate point to interfere with the
Japanese police-laws in their own port, but we longed
for an opportunity of reading them a lesson. One
night after dark, a small boat was seen hovering round
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the ship ; the sentry, tired of-getting no answer to his
challenge, ccased to notice her, and she gradually crept
up until we observed the crew hook on to the rud-
der-chains of the Furious. Anxious to see to what
lengths their impertinence would carry them, they
were left unmolested. Every now and then, if a fisher-
man’s boat approached the ship, they stealthily went
towards him, and sent the poor fellow@way from us.
At last a small boat, pulled by one man, came to the
Furious from the Ambassador, and the guard-boat,
mistaking her for a countryman, almost ran her down
before the error was discovered. 'The English sailor
expressed himself in rather strong vernacular, and the
guard-boat again coolly returned to her station under
our stern, where lier capture was easily effected.  There
were cight persons in her. The crew and one officer
were In uniform, and armed with swords, and there
was a spy, and also a priest.  The latter was evidently
there as an amateur, and seemed more distressed than
the others at the scrape they were in.  They were un-
ceremoniously bundled out of their boat, and had it
lucidly explained to them that shooting was the fate
that they at least merited.. The spy commenced to
speak a few words of Dutch, which none of us under-
stood ; and he, with equal ill success, wrote them down
upon paper. In order that they might vepent at leisure
of their misdeed, they were sent into a corner of the
quarter-deck behind the pivot-gun, to await Jjudgment
in the morning ; and by the length of their faces, they
evidently fancied that there was little hove left in what
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cated our wrath, and producing some cakes out of one
pocket, and a sakee or wine-cup out of the other, shiowed
by unmistakable pantomime that he had joined the
spy and officer in their cruise afloat, for the purpose of
having a jolly pic-nic in their boat. The whole party
were, however, with the usual summary justice of the
quarter-deck, classed together, and a grim marine
mounted sentry over them, the guantity of beard,
mustache, and whisker in which the British soldier
revelled, adding still more to the alarm of the prisoners
-—who, except in their most terrible legends, had never

heard of such hairy men. After awhile, just as a Japanese
vessel happened to be passing close to the ship, the spy
jumped up, and with wonderful volubility bawled out
to his countrymen his tale of alarm and probable suf-
fering. DBefore the last words had passed his lips came
the heavy tread of the royal marine, and as he gave
hitn a shake, said—* Come, darn ye ! come, none o
that '—can’t ye go to sleep instead of bawling that
fashion "7 and then followed a mimic rehearsal of
sudden dcath by bayonet. In the morning, we were
satisfied that the warning had not becn thmwn away
upon our Japanese friends, who made signs tha,t after
sundown, they would never again attempt the vagaries of
last night : they were allowed to return to their boat.
After that we were not again troubled with guard-
boats after dark, and those that haunted the vessels
during the day did it most covertly. There was only
onc form of this nuisance which it was impossible to
shake off—that of a man-of-war’s hoat pulling about
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ing. They in no w&?r" interfered, except to request we
would not land'in that part of the ecity immediately
about the mouth of the river Toda-gawa, and as we
really could not insist upon our right to sound, or to
take angles in their port, their wish was not opposed.
Such a system of supervision went, however, sadly
against the grain with us, and the seamen seemed to
take a savage delight in giving the Japanese boats
mercilessly long pulls ;—but go from one side of the
bay to the other, leave them miles behind, dodge them
round points-or batteries—and yet it was a fallacy to
suppose we had shaken off that eternal Japanese gunard-
boat, with the officer of two swords, whose hat was
. tied om:under his chin with a bow of riband such as
 ladies micht have envied

and whose temper seemed
as imperturbable as his notes upon us and our doings
seemed voluminous. One explanation of this system of
espionage we received from an extraordinary fellow
whom we knew by the name of the “Scoundrel.”
He held some office in the native dockyard, and
hailed for a Japanese, and dressed as one, but he
spoke English exactly as American negroes do, com-
bined with the strongest nasal twang of the low-born
Yankee. This person, the first day we saw him, in
reply to a question as to the motive the Japanese had
in thus chasing our boats about, declared that their
solc object was to prevent any rupture between our-
selves and the people living near the sea-shore.  “ Non-
sense ! we replied ; “ why, the people are ctvility
itself, and if they do crowd upon us, it is from harniless
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curiosity, which we should never resent.” He declared
that the people were unaccustomed to sec strangers,
and had great contempt for every one but their own
countrymen, and that we were not aware how savage
and Dbrutal (such were his expressions) many of the
people were. In spite of this, the impression upon
our own mind still is, that the police-officers simply
followed our boats to prevent any cummunmatmn be-
tween us and the people.

The Japanese officers having acquired their profession-
al knowledge under Dutch instructors, whose language
was as unintelligible to us as that of Japan itsclf, there
was an insurmountable barrier between them and our-
selves.  We wonsequently saw but little of each other,
yet that little raised them very much in our estimation,
and their aequaintance with the theory of their profes-
sion was highly creditable, The officer who appeared
to be at the head of their squadron, and who figures
now as one of the Cominissioners who concluded the
treaty of Yedo with Lord Elein, under the title of
Nunghigunbarno-Kami,* showed great knowledge of
the parts and uses of the marine steam-engine. If it
was true, as we heard, that this same “ proud admiral ”
had actually conducted that remarkable native-built
frigate, the “Ghost,” to sea, he deserved well of his
country, and merited, possibly, the title some Americans
had given him, of Lord High Admiral, a title which
Mori-hama also informed us was really his due.

* Wo may be wrong in the orthography, but we spell his namo just
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AT the Embassy, where we hear affairs are progressing
rapidly, 1t 1s arranged that the yacht is to be delivered
over to the Japanese on the day of the signaturc
of the Treaty. The Lieutenant-Governor of Yedo
has all the Embassy under his especial care, and cither
in person, or by deputy, never loses sight of & single
Englishman in Yedo. This pleasant office is compul-
sory, and he i1s held responsible for the good conduct
and moral behaviour of every one of us; if we behave
well, and do not sin against the laws of Japan, he will
be rewarded on our departure—if otherwise, on him,
not on us, will fall the reprimand and disgrace. Poor
Lientenant-Governor, we wish him well through his
trials. A horse is to be in attendance to-morrow fore-
noon at the landing-place, and an officer to conduct us
to the Embassy ; we pack our portmanteaus, and do

not omit to take with us every available dollar to invest
in lacker-ware and in little dogs, which are reported to
bt perfectly beautiful. The morning proves as fine as
we could desire ; we rise at day-dawn to see the bay
before the glare and haze of sunlivht mar it.  As the
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that lovely mountain, Fusi-hama, the type of the beau-
tiful to the whole Japanese nation. She steps like a
coy maiden from her veil and her robes of cloud, to gaze
upon all the loveliness spread at her feet; the scenc
lasts but a few minutes—we would it could have been
for ever—but the bold sun leaps upon the crests of the
Fastern hills, and Fusi-hama retires blushing from his
fierce gaze. The bay and beach are quickly alive with
moving beings, hundreds of fishing-boats skim the
water, pressing in with the last of the night breeze to
sccure an early market. The pumber of full-grown
men In each boat attests the redundancy of tle popu-
lation : stout, athletic fellows they are, smooth-skinned,
bronze-coloured, and beardless, but their large muscles
and deep chests attest the perfection of their physique.
They look at us without fear or distrust, and as they
bend to their oars shout out some joke or salutation.
The morning breeze is eold and damp, the sun has not
dispelled the low thin mist creeping along the surface of
the bay from the lowlands to the north, and we are
wearing blue clothing with comfort ; yet all the hoat-
men are naked, with the exception of a small blue
walst-cloth, and another strip of material tied tight over
thenose! Why do the Japanese tic up their noses ? we
have often asked, for one cannot but believe that there
is some good reason why a naked man should volun-
tarily lash up his nose. Can a Japanese nose be a
fractious feature ¢ or is it that noses require to be much
taken care of in Japan ? or may it .not be that there is
some security in this precaution against inhaling ma-
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Jaria? We leave the question to be decided by future
visitors, and content ourselves with the cntry in our
journal : Afem. In Yedo it is the eustom afloat to tie
up the nose, and wear but few garments.

Now, having breakfasted, we proceed to the landing-
place. It is low water, shoals of boats and great num-
bers of men are at work in the shallows. Many are
lading their boats with cockle-shells, scraped up from
the bank, to burn into excellent lime; others are
dredging for shell-fish; some are hauling the seine.
Here our observations are interrupted by a spy-boat
pulling alongside, and the officer coolly requesting by
signs a seat In our boat. We are frank with him, and

He smiles, shoves

recommend him to go to the
off, and makes a note of our brief interchange of civil-
ity. Parties of respectable citizens, oily sleek men, of
a well-to-do appearanee, are embarked for a day’s plea-
surc on the water ; their children are with them, and
every urchin has a fishing-line overboard, We thought
of Mr Briggs—Punch’s Mr Briggs—at Ramsgate, In
another boat a lady is seated with her children ; her
dress betokens that she is of the better order ; her
family arc langhing and trying to cook at a brazier
which stands in the centre of the boat, whilst she sits
abaft in the most matronly manner, and points out to
one of her daughters what she deems most worthy of
notice in our unworthy selves, our boat, and boat’s
crew. The young lady, we are glad to observe, with-
out being unladylike, showed noff of that SUSPICIOUR
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modest East ; which betokens even a better state of
soclal civilisation than we had been led to expect by
what we witnessed at Nangasaki. So we let the boat
drift to enjoy all this, and, as a natural cbllﬂequence,
drift on shore close to the town. The police or SPY
boat immediately works itself into a fever, and the
officer is most anxious we should know where the deep
water leading to our landing-place conld be found. To
add to the fun, all the little boys and girls of the ad-
joining houses turn out, and come scampering down,
The police-officer is in an awful state: he urges them
back, waves his fan, expostulates with them ; but it ig
all equally useless : so long as our boat remains on the
mud, so long does young Japan remain staring into her
and at us. The crowd did not as an English mob of
boys would have done—pelt and chaff the officer, and
we therefore had reason to praise their civility. After
awhile we float the boat, and procecd. The entrances
to several canals are passed ; they serve, at high tide,
to facilitate the communication between remote parts
of the city and the sea. Now, they are nothing but
huge sewes. |
The landing-place reached, we sce the officer who is
charged with our convoy to the Embassy; he looks
like a man who has much responsibility, and gives a
great number of orders to the crowd of barges, so that
we may land with facility. Our horses are wondrously
got-up creatures ; there is something truly medizval in
their trappings, barring the straw shoes wrapped round
the hoofs, which spoils the poetry of our steeds : other-
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wise the head-stalls, bits, saddle-cloths, martin oales,
cruppers, and stirrups mizht have heen used by the
Disinherited Knight in the tilt-yard of Front-de-Boeuf’s
castle. For the horses we cannot say as much ; but
they are good-tempered, sturdy little steeds. And so
—to horse! The street leading from the landing-
place Is as wide as Regent Street, and terminates about
three-quarters of a mile off, at the entrance of a hand-
some temple, whose green terraces, dotted with seats,
and cool alcoves, look most refresh.ing. We turn, how-
ever, abruptly up a street parallel to the water, It is
broad and clean ; on either hand are continuous rows
of shops ; and at short intervals of three hundred yards
a wooden barrier runs, athwart the street, apparently
constructed for purposes of police, Shops of a trade
seem to run together : Lere we have eatables in any
quantity ; then basket and wicker work for afl J apan ;
now, earthen-ware — then, iron-ware. And then, we
exelaim, what a crowd ! They have only run together
a8 we pass, yet you might walk on their heads. We
used to think the Chinese stowed closely in their
houses, but these Japanesc assuredly beat them in
that ; and what is far better, they do it vk clean-
liness, which the former certainly do not. Everybody
looks well washed, contented, and merry—you do not
meet a single cross or sullen look. In the doorways
of the houses women abound, They have succeeded—
(rod forgive them !'—in making themselves as ugly as
sin ; yet they have good eyes, glossy hair, and a merry
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married women, who have sacrificed their teeth and
eyebrows to insure their poor hushbands against the
pangs of jealousy. The women have evidently abun-
dant liberty here, and it is strange how indelicate the
mass of the people are.  Our police-officer is looking
out most keenly for any pictures that might be exposed
m the shops offensive to our sense of propriety, and
they disappear like magic at his approach : still he
sees not all, and we are startled by figures and models
of the vilest description, swinging ahout wnnoticed

amongst men, women, and children, who scemed un-
conscious of, or indifferent to, the shamecless cxhi-
bition.

We do not see a beggar, and the street is admirably
clean. Some respectably-dressed Buddhist priests are
chanting a hymn, in not unmusical cadence, at the
closed door of a house—they will continue to do so
until the heart of the proprietor is softened, or his
paticnce gone ; then the door will open, and he will

fee them ecivilly. Our conductor now turns sharp
down a street, at the end of which is a sturdy-looking
gate ; we arc at the portal of the enclosure within
which the British Embassy dwells. ' Tt opens, and, as
we proceed, a grand procession is approaching us from
the temple at the end of the road, and we find his
Excellency and suite are just starting for their first
vistt to the Prince, who is said to direct the foreign
affaivs of Japan. His Lordship having brought with
him a very gorgeous chair, which those learned in
Chinese etiquette had declared to be of the proper
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dimensions and colour for a statesman of his rank,
was able to go and visit the Prince in comparative
comfort ; but all the rest of the party, naval and
diplomatic, were packed in small wicker-work palan-
quins used in the country. To people accustomed to
sit on their hams instead of chairs, travelling in such
conveyances might be simple enough ; but with our
big-boned, big-jointed countrymen, done up in cocked
hats, gilded coats, and long swords, the feat was a
wonderful one, and a sight not easily to be forgotten.
" The residence of the Ambassador was a small dwell-
Ing upon one side of the temple, with the back of the
premises opening upon a pretty little garden. One
large room oceupying the ground-floor, was obtained
by the simple process of removing all the séreens
which had originally eut it up into anypanumber of
apartments, and a large table bronght from the ship
quickly turned this into a dining and general drawing-
room. Immediately over this apartment, another one
ei;[ually large was fitted up with beds for the Ambas-
sador’s suite, His lordship occnpied a couple of rooms
which formed a wing running from the ground-floox
into the garden. The farther apartment served the
double purpose of a sitting-room and a hall of con-
ference for the commissioners—the other was Lis lord-
ship’s bed and dressing room. A verandah ran along
the back of the premises, and served as a means of
communication between the different apartments, The
garden, though very circumseribed in area, and so
situated as to bound the horizon on every side, eon-
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tained within its limits two ponds stocked with fish,
and ornamented with the lotus in full ﬂﬂ{ver; a bridge,
the lawn, shrubbery, kitchen, and flower-garden ; and a
mountain-side, up which a tortuous path led to two or
three fine cedars on the summit, from whence an enter-
prising traveller might contemplate the roofs of two
adjoining Louses, and the cupola of a Buddhist temple,
—each, to use a nautical metaphor, about a bisenit's
throw distant ! No one but a J apanese pardener could
have erammed all these objects together into so small
space, and still preserved anything like order and good
taste, on neither of which heads could much complaint
be made. Many of the trees were of course dwarfed,
but the skill exhibited in having everything in just
proportion, so as to make size and colour assist in the
deception practised upon the. eye, was, it appeared to
us, most remarkable ;: and after all, the Embassy gar-
den was but a very inferior specimen of the art of the
Japanese gardener.,

The entrance-hall of the Embassy was screened off
here and there into $mall apartments for the domestics,
and the two extremes of the hall (for it ran along the
whole face of the house) terminated in the English
kitchen at the one end, and the Japanese police estab-
lishment at the other. To us the latter was an endless
source of interest, as much as were the wonders of
the amba_ssadﬂriﬁa%_ cuisine to all the J apanese priests,
women, porters, and loungers with whom the court-
yard in front was generally filled during the day-time.
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which rendered it a perfect peep-show, and there, with
eyes fixed firmly to the chinks, a curions individual,
after a tough battle for the position, would remain
until, in the height of his astonishment, he inadvert-
ently twrned round to utter some exclamation, or
communicate his information to the bystanders: in a
moment he was borne away, and another successful
sight-scer, won his envied peep-hole. The quantity
of animal food eonsumed in the Embassy was a great
source of wonderment. Fish, rice, and vegetables,
cooked in a thousand different ways, form the food of
the many millions inhabiting the Japanesc group.
They would as soon think of eating animals so valu-
able as their oxen arve, as we should of consunmng the
flesh of our carviage horses or hunters ; a Sheeﬁ' was o
beast unknown to them ; pigs are a luxury, reserved
for the rich and noble ; yet all these, and much more,
they saw cooked in marvellous ways, and consumed in
fgbulous quantities for so thrifty a people. The police
court was to us equally novel : through it all inter-
course between the subjects of Queen Victoria and
those of the Tai-koon was carried on, and through it
the native authorities learnt everything that was done
within the ambassadorial residence, at least all that
they could uwnderstand or put an interpretation upon.
The leading functionary was a deputy of the Lieuten-
aunt-governor of Yedo, and he sat in the farthest part
of the apartment, from the hour of six in the morning
until all had gone to rest, recciving reports, ordering
supplies, dirccting the shopkeepers of the city to bring



A CRUISE 1IN JAPANESE WATERS, 155

the divers manufactures we strangers wished to pur-
chase—running to the entrance to receive his superiors,
and they were many, that came to look, hear, or see
and lastly, supervising the close inspection by his
subordinates, of every article brought into the Embassy
for sale, turning everything upside down, to see that
nothing contraband got into our hands—recording its
nature, quality, and price in a book, and then taking
good care, that, although we paid for such purchases
in Mexican dollars, only their equivalent value in
~ Japanese Ttzibus reached the hands of tle vendor |
That deputy of the Licutenant-governor, as Yenogkao
would call him (though we believe hig proper title and
that of his chief should have been Police Magistrate
and Superintendent), was a wonderful man, and stjll
more wonderful when we found that, besides perforn-
ing his multifarious duties, he found time to discuss,
with three or four other persons sufficiently exalted in
rank to feed at the same table, a long series of neals,
and to smoke an umlimited number of pincheg of
tobaceo in exceedingly pretty metal pipes.

The examination of every article before 1t was
cxhibited to us, and-the record of eagch purchase, was
. done with a celerity and precision whidh spoke well
for the business habits of the clerks employed ; yet we
felt for the poor tradesmen, whose time was thus
wasted, and were not astonished to find that i almost
required compulatbn to get them to the Embassy, and
that they seldom brought their best wares with them,
The object of the Japanese government in recording
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all our purchases, hﬂwever trifling, was rather difficult
to understand—perhaps it was the mere habit of
“ wanting to know, you know !”

Yenoske the linguist’s duty consisted in being the
medium of communication between the Europeans in
the Embassy and the Japanese, and it required all the
temper and patience which we ascribe to an angel,
to be able to do this. His labours were incessant.
Now there was a message or letter for the Commis-
sloners one minute, and the next a requisition for fish
and vegetables. Now, some one wanted musquito
curtains for his bed ; then another required four of
the most valuable dogs in Yedo, at the smallest pos-
sible price.  An hiritable Briton wished to know why
they insisted upon unpacking, examining, and record-
mg every separate cup and saucer of a set he had
purchased, and vowed he would not submit to it ; and
next, the little man armed with his two swnrds and
en grande tenue, had to escort a party from the Em-
bassy to wisit the sights in and around the city of
Yedo. He was everywhere, and, next to Mr Hew skin,
whose duties were equally multifarious, though of a
higher order, all who visited Yedo dre decply indebted
to Yenoske for his zeal and civility. The Ambassador ,
and the party that went to visit the Secretary for
Forcign Affairs returned in due time : and though no
very flattering impression was made by the appearance
and Intelligence of that prince on those who went in
his lixcellency’s suite, the interview was said to have
been, on the whole, satisfactory. At any rate a box of
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sweetmeats which followed each of the visitors as a
present, was unexceptionable—especially what was
called ribbon sweetmeat ; and we can assure the rising
generation of Great DBritain that Buonaparte’s ribs,
toffey, barley-sugar, and such like delicacies, fall far
short of it. |

We heard that Lord Elgin had been told that the
Tail-koon was very ill—indeed, too ill to grant an in-
terview ; but that his Excellency might, if he pleased,
have an audience of the leir-apparent. The serious
sickness of the Tai-koon we had heard of from Mr
Harris at Simoda, who informed us that the unfortu-
nate Emperor was in the last stage of epileptic discase,
and 1n July, when he saw him, looked far more dead
than' alive* Poor Tai-koon, few would willingly
change places with him, immured from birth until
death within the limited area of his palace garden, see-
ing nothing even of his own dominions but what his
eye could range over from the terraces of his prison ;
learning nothing but through the verbal reports of
his almost equally imprisoned high officers, or the
written accounts sent in by the heads of the vavious
departments—one can hardly conceive a situation more
sad, or more likely to lead to those habits of intemper-
ance or sensuality which end in epilepsy-idiotey and
an early grave. The hizh officers about court, we
were told, were likewise confined to the palace during
their tenure of office. They are able to find relief

* Subsequent to our visit a report reached us »:4¢ Nangasaki, that
the Tai-koon died the day we reached Yedo.
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from such imprisonment by a system of incognito trav-
elling, which, under the term niebon, is the privilege
of the upper classes in Japan. In this manner srandees,
whom strict ctiquette would not have permitted to
receive foreigners such as ourselves, or officially to
visit the squadron, would very likely niebon have scru-
tinised us, and walked over the different ships ; but
we never heard that the Tai-koons had been known
to avail themselves of this license. The receﬁtinn of
an ambassador, envoy, or deputation from a foreign
state, under these circuimstances, must be a oreat treat
to any Tai-koon in possession of his faculties; and
Wwe were Impressed with this idea from the account
given by a centleman who was present at the recep-
tion of a Dutch envoy and his suite at Yedo, and that
not very many years since. The Tai-koon desired the
strangers to take off their garments of ceremony, to
stand upright, to walk about, to compliment each
other, then to dance, to jump, and to play the
drunkard! The complaisant suite were desired to
speak broken Japanese, to read their own language
aloud, to sketch, and lastly, to sing ; and a Dutch love-
sohg seems finally to have stayed the Tai-koon's inor-
dinate curiosity, and saved the Dutchmen further
excrtion.

Two excursion-parties were arranged for the 24th
August—one to some nurﬁry and tea~gardens on the
eastern ontskirts of Yedo, involving a very long ride ;
the other, which we were strongly recommended to join
(advice which we had reason afterwards to congratulate
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ourselves on having taken), was to the south-west, to
the Temple of Tetstze, which stands about half-way
between Kanagawa and Yedo, though not, we think,
on the main road. The cortége of Europeans, on horse-
back, found within the temple enclosure two officers of
the police establishment leading, and one bringing up
the rear. The array of both man and horse in the case
of these functionaries was the acme of Japanese dandy-
1sm—the switch tails of the steeds they bestrode had

been even tied up in long blue bags, and produced a
killing effect ! The gates were opened at the mandate
of the senior functionary, and we sallicd forth. Happy
those who had provided themselves with English saddles
and bridles—we, the unwise ones, shall assuredly bear
the memory of those brass-bound demi-peak saddles to
our graves. There must be a marvellous supply of
copper and zine in Yedo, for everything is bedizened
with these metals in some shape or other, and our
spirited little ponies carried almost as much of it on
their backs as of English flesh and bone. The stirrups
alone must have weighed from thirty to forty pounds
the pair: they were solid*masses of bronze, with a
place for the foot, formed in the shape of the wooden
shoes sometimes seen in use amongst the foreign
peasantry, and covercd with most beautiful inlaid work,
in white copper or silver. The saddle, shaped like a
letter V, was handsomely and tastefully bound with
bronze along the entire edge. Its original model may
undoubtedly have been European, but (like that ver-
milion frigate) of those days;long gone by, when au
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ambassador’s suite would all have been cased in steel,
and rendered thus invulnerable. Mr Hewskin, more
wise than the rest, had brought his pillow out to ride
upon, a precaution we wounld recommend to all future
tourists using Japanese saddles, Our horse’s head was
rendered perfectly sword and bullet proof, from the
quantity of brass and bronze about it ; and, apart from
the weight of these things, there was no questioning
their beauty, and the wonderful skill and taste of the
ornamental labour.

The sun was hish, and the day as warm a one, we
fancy, as is usually experienced at Yedo in the summer;
yet, thanks to the bracing cffects of the climate and to
the refreshing sca-breeze, we were all alle to bear
exposure to the heat~—when at Shanghai, coup-de-
soletl, cholera, or some other unpleasant concomitant,
would assuredly have overtaken most of the party.
The streets were somewhat bare, for it was the usu@l
hour for the afternoon siesta, and, the appearance of
the foreigners in this direction had been unlooked for :
there were, however, people enough moving about to
prove what a line of humdn beings we were passing
through ; and on our return in the evening, the throng
was very great.  The shops we saw were none of them
of the first-class—these are only to be found in the
heart of the city, and our road led to the suburbs. It
appeared as if there were only two classes of dwellings
—those of the shopkeeper, and the enclosures, rather
than palaces, of the nobles. We had been told that
there was an especial quarter set apart for the dwell-
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ings of the nobles: but their numbers Qr property ex-
ceeded the preseribed limits, for in our ride We con-
stantly went past a long extent of houses, and then
came suddenly upon an interval of paling or wall which
enclosed the establishment of some Japanese baron and
his many retainers or serfs. Herds of these fellows
would collect, and stare at us, and pass their remarks,
all of which we were told were made on the CITONEONS
supposition that we were Chinese traders, people whom
the Japanese hold in utter contempt, These serfs or
slaves are the property of the noble, much in the same
lanner as in Russia, and are turned to sinilar profit.
It was strange to find a nobleman living in the heart of a
great city, surrounded by these retainers, and it recalled
to mind the feudal days of our own country, to which
age, indeed, much that we saw in J apan carried back
our thoughts. At a small bridge thrown over a canal
or creck, which we crossed, the suburbs commenced,
the boundary heing merely conventional, for there was
no change in the number of the houses and strests.
lustead of shops, every house—and they were quite of
the better order-—was a place of entertainment ; tea-
house and restaurant succeeded one another in endless
numbers ; and up the streets which branched off, all
seemed of this same character. We were not long in
discovering that this was the particular quarter in
which all the courtesans of Yedo are by law obliged to
reside,—mot as a mark of ”Lﬁsé*race, or because they arc
considered outeasts ; for, far otherwise, the law acknow-
ledges this course of life as the lemitimata rocorinn f
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the penniless. They are said to be the best cducated
and most polished women in Japan, and some of them
have obtained historical eminence for their beauty and
talents, Marriages are constantly made from amongst
them, and it is the generally received opinion amongst
the Japanese men that they make the best housekeepers,
and their society is not shunned by any one, whether
ladies or gentlemen. The social errors of Japan, and
elsewhere in the South Seas, it is, however, unadvisable
to dilate upon in English publications ; but it is unjust
to measure their morality by the codes of Christian
nations : suffice it that infidelity on the part of married
women in Japan is almost unknown ; but that poly-
gamy, concubinage, and prostitution are the custom of
the people.  Those who have any curiosity on such a
subject will find, in the works of Keempfer and Sicbold,
much that is strange; but they should remark that
both these writers relate details of customs which are
startling to KFuropeans, without giving the causes
which have brought about such a system ; and that,
deplorable as the morality of Japan may be, they have
travelled to little purpose in the far East who know not

of social conditions worse than this.

We now reached that portion of the suburb of Sina-
gawa where a ridge of hills, enclosed within a noble-
man’s grounds, pressed so close to the sca that only a
single street was left winding by the shore, and at
imtervals upon the scaward side beautiful views of
Yedo Bay and the distant shores of the eastern side of
the gulf might be obtained. Tho tea-houses had turned
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to account the appearance of foreign ships in the bay,
and verandahs commanding views of them had been
thrown out, in which the Japanese gentlemen, travel-
lers, or labourers, might rest, drink tea or sakee, and
look through huge telescopes of native manufacture
fixed wpon stands. They were waited upon, not by
nasty fusty waiters, redolent of bad cigars and bear’s
grease, but by brisk damsels, as modestly and quietly
dressed and as neat-handed as any English Susan Nip-
per. The road was quite as broad as any high-road
at home, in capital preservation, with on each side
a pathway, separated from it by a drain. Here and
there we eame upon places where the sea at high tide
touched one side of the road ; wherever this was the
case a stone-wall had been built towards the sea so as
to keep the road level and prevent inundation. We
passed a nobleman’s grounds which would have done
credit for their neatness and good ]»:'eel':-ing to any park
in Britain ; it was just at the junction of the dctached
suburbs with those dircetly connected with the city.
Here was the position for a European colony ; and all
we can hope is, that when the time comes, in January
1662, that according to treaty the four Powers will be
entitled to residence in Yedo, this nobleman may be
induced to let or sell sites for the houses of the mer-
cantile community. |

We met travellers in uncomfortable sedan-chairs, and
they nearly all halted and sat staring at us, their knees
doubled up to the chin, and looking disagreeably hot
and dusty ; and among the many pedestrians throng-
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ing the road-side, peasants were to be seen hastening
back to their homes from market, carrying some pur-
chase from the great city, and it was generally re-
marked that few of these good fellows were without
some child’s toy in their hands.  We had noticed the
nmuiber of children’s toyshops, and these seemed proofs
of how much love is expended upon the younger
members of the community by these kind-hearted
people.  The girls as well as the boys appear to enjoy
an cqual share of regard. Groups of both sexes ran
along the road-side enjoying the rare sight of such
wonderful men as we were, while their grown-up
countrymen laughed and cheered them on.  We did
not begrudec them the treat, nor that of shouting out
that we were Chinamen ; but our gallant police func-
tionaries hurled words of thunder at them now and
then, and looked terrible things, which would only for
a minute awe the little monkeys into silence.

The day was fine, and naturally we broke into a
canter as we came upon the first open piece of road at
the southern limit of Yedo, The senior police func-
tionary was got up for a walk, not for galloping ! He
tricd all sorts of means to stop us, but failing, dropped
astern in a dignified manner, in the socicty of our
horse-boys, who also duly expostulated with us upon
our unsecnly conduct, and then burst out laughing at
our ridiculous behaviour, and fell behind,  For a mile,
the immediate road-side was elear of houses ; but small
farms, and here and there a little hamlet, were seen.
The ground was low on either hand, but rose at no
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great distance on the landward side into hills, The
lowland was all under rice eultivation ; and much as
we had seen of the profusion of labour, the neatness
of the ficlds, hedges, ditches, fences, and palings in
China, it hore no comparison with what we now saw ;
and a point which we all hailed with delight was,
that the process of fertilising the soil here did not
poison the air, as it does everywhere there! The road
carried us to another village of considerable extent,
where functionary “ No. 27 managed to persuade
¢, and that

=1

Lord Elgin that his horse required baitin
we, although only an hour and a half from lunch,
required refreshment in a peach-garden. To the
peach-garden we went, though that fruit was no longer
procurable ; but the place was pfebti]y laid out with
trees, grass, artificial lakes, bridges, and pleasant sum-
mer-houses, and verandahs. The establishment was
under the management of or belonged to a lady, and
as soon as “No. 27 funetionary had swaggered about,
and enlightened them as to the important positions
that he and Lord Elgin leld, arrangements were made
for refreshment.  There being no chairs in Japan, we
threw ourselves at full length upon the nice clean
mats. Several low tables, just high enough for people
seated cross-legged on the ground, were placed near,
and then the hostess upon her knees, commencing
with the Ambassador, presented each person with
a cup of tea. She was a remarkably good-looking,
lady-like woman-—nothing could have been more orace-
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accompanied by a low bow to sionify prostration at
one’s feet, is the custom of the country, where every
subordinate prostrates himself in the presence of his
supertor. This loving cup having been presented, she
stood aside and directed her servants to place fruits
and other refreshments before us; her teeth were
blackened, and consequently she must be a married
woman, though no husband appeared. Possibly she
was @ widow ; but if so, she had decidedly reached
that stage of widowhood known as that of mitigated
woe In the mourning warehouses at home. We are
undecided up to this moment whether to ascribe our
being attended upon by the uely handmaidens of the
establishment to the watronly prudence of our good
liostess alone, or to some villanous reasons of fune-
tionary “No. 2;7 but there, away in the distance, we
saw such preity girls! The poor ugly oncs! one
should always feel for ugly women, dear reader.
Heaven no doubt intended all women, like the flowers,
to be pretty or beautiful ; an ugly woman is a mistake
—but at any rate, there were two of those unfortunates
sent to attend upon the Ambassador and his party.
In justice, it must be said that their cleanliness, neat-
ness, and the quick wit with which the poor girls saw
exactly what each guest wanted, reconciled us to them
amazingly ; and none enjoyed the joke more heartily
than they did, wlien some of the party beseeched the
prudent matron to allow the handsomer young ladies
to walt on us; a request she met with a shake of the
head, and a glance at that abominable fellow, “ No. 27
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functionary, who doubtless thus revenged himself
upon us for the gallop we had inflicted upon him on
his brass-bound demi-peak saddle. The dress of the
Japanesc women is simple, but graceful. . The robe
which crosses the breast, close up to the neck, or a
little lower according to the taste of the wearer, reaches
nearly down to the ground, and has loose sleeves,
leaving the wrist free. This robe is confined round
the body by a shawl, which is tied behind in a bow,
the ends flowing, lverything in Japan, cven to dress,
1s regulated by law, and the sumptuary laws have
been very strict until lately, when contact with
Europeans appears to be bringing about a slight
relaxation. The colour worn by all classes of men
in their usual dress is black, or dark blue, of varied
patterns ; but the women very properly are allowed,
and of course avail themselves of the privilege, to wear
brighter dresses.  Yet their taste was so good thab
noisy colours were generally eschewed. Their robes
were generally striped silks of grey, blue, or black ;
the shawl some beautiful bright colour-—crimson, for
instance ; and their fine jet-black hair was tastefully
set off, by having crimson crape, of a very beautiful
texture, thrown in among it.  Of course we speak of
the outdoor dress of the women—their full dress
within doors is, we believe, far more gay.

We had just made up our minds that life in a
Japancse peach-garden was the thing of all others
most to be desired, and that the Furious, Retribu-
tion, and Lece, miocht oo back to foul and fusty
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China as soon as they pleased, and that anybody might
fight for tea, and do policemen amongst the piratical
Cantonese, provided we were troubled no farther upon
such points, when functionary «“ No. 1”7 ambled up,
and functionary “ No. 27 suggested to his Excellency
that we might, if’ he pleased, proceed, and we had to
resign ourselves to fate, and again mount our ponies.
The law prohibited the distribution of any British
coins, and how to fee the good people around us was a
difficulty, until it was happily discovered that uniform
buttons did not come within the enactment, and that
they were much prized by the Japanese ladics. That
day the party returned to the Embassy, wonderfully
shorn of ornamental crown-and-anchor buttons; but
some of us hoped we had succeeded in inpratiating
ourscives by our presents almost as much as our
friends in the Embassy had done, with their magnifi-
cent beards and moustaches, the mnovelty of which
manly ornament was great, and the effect these pro-
duced must have been highly satisfactory to our dip-
lomatists,

From the peach-garden we rode for a mile or two
throngh a long village, which was a model of neatness ;
and flowers and pretty plants round even the poorest
cottage were general.  No. pigs were seen feeding on
the road-side, or poultry running into the houses—
both were in their places, the former in their sties, the
latter in the yards. A ride of seven miles brought us
to the borders of a fine rapid stream, which discharges
itself into Yedo Bay, not far from Beacon Point. Qur
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steeds were placed in admirable ferry-boats, and our-
selves accommodated in others, and the ferrymen poled
us across with long bamboos to a landing-place upon
the opposite side. 'This stream marks the boundary to
which European residents at Kanagawa may only for
the present proceed in the direction of Yedo, and a
very good ride it s of more than ten miles, through a

most beautiful and rich country. Tt was to this place
that aw- enterprising chaplain, belonging to one of the
ships of Commodore Perry's American Expedition,
found his way, during that gallaft officer’s negotia-
tions at Kanagawa., It was at that time so contrary
to all Japanese rules that a stranger should thus enter
their exclusive country, and dare to walk where he
pleased, that a special report was made to the Com-
modore of the circumstance. That officer immediately
despatched a written order by a Japanese official, for
the gentleman to retrace his steps; and as a proof of

how closely cvery ‘act is reported upon in Japan, we
repeat from memory the Government record, as it was
told us: that the despatch was delivered to the chap-
lain on the banks of the river, near the ferry, where he
was endeavouring to compel the natives to ferry him
over to the Yedo side of the water ; that on receiving
the letter he stopped, read it, went on a short distance,
stopped again, opened the letter, and then returned!
A minute detail of his acts, almost equal to that of the
‘reporters of the Irish press upon the late tour of his
Eminence Cardinal Wiseman,

Beyond the landing-place referred to, we passed
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through another pretty little town, and at “the Hotel of
Ten Thousand Centuries” another meal was ordered to
be ready for us on our way back from the temple. We
are afraid to trust ourselves to a minute description of
the country scene through which we mow rode. It
was neither monotonous nor stiff; yet the road, fields,
ditches, drains, and cottages, all looked as if they had
just been constructed, tilled, clipped, planted, or clean
swept, ready for special inspection ,—industry com-
bined with the greatest economy of space and material,
blended with taste amd beauty. Our precious saddle—
we won't usc violent language, fair reader—was en ough
to knock all appreciation of the picturesque out of any
one, and it is the best gnarantee for our not exaggerat-
ing what we saw,  There were orchards of pears and
peaches, where the trees werc trained over neat trellises
of bamboo, as if they had been vines—bright patches
of the Taro plant spread their dark-green broad leaves
on the one hand; and on the drier soil the millet plant
of Northern China flourished, as well as the rich golden
ears of the Indian-corn. Now a gentleman's house
appeared within a neat enclosure of hedge, as well
clipped as that of a London suburban villa; but its
stiffness of outline was broken by a Japanese convol-
vulus having been allowed to run over it, loaded with
many-coloured flowers,  Very fine groves of trees were
seen, and we noticed among them two sorts of pilie-
tree, one which throws out its sprays like the Noirfolk
Island pine, and the dgther the ordinary one peculiar to
Japan. The maple, chestnut, walnut, and oak, we like-
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wise recognised, or trees very like them, and the orange
was not rare. Bamboo was plentiful ; and finding it
in a climate which in the winter is undoubtedly severe,
we could not help hoping that it, as well as the banana
tree of China, may be naturalised on the south coast of
England. We were anything but tired of the scenes
through which we were riding, when the Temple of
Tetstze came in sight ; and we rattled throngh a street,
followed by a vast throng of wonder-stricken Japanese,
and turned into the portals of the Temple. A broad
well-paved court led to a building that stood upon a
lofty basement. A fine flight of granite steps led to
the porch, round which, as well as up the steps, there
was a balustrade in stone and bronze. The interior of
this Buddhist temple consisted mainly of a very elabo-
rate altar, having a raised dais in front, carefully railed
round, upon which there was the most extraordinary
collection of metal castings, mostly of white copper,
we ever saw.  They were no doubt offerings to the
placid stucco deity, wlo was ensconced behind candle-
sticks, lights, and silken banners. Everything was
clean, neat, and in working ovder, evincing that the
religion, such as it is, is active in Japan, not dormant,
worn-out, etfete, as in China. The priests were well to
do, decently clad, and reverent in their a,ppearanﬂé, and
were treated with respect.  The Principal saluted Lord
Elgin, and paid him every attention, offering to con-
duct him over the grounds and cloisters. Time, how-
ever, pressed for the ride back to the Embassy, and the
civility was declined. On reaching the porch, the scenc
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round the grand tight of steps, and across the court,
was such a sight as only Japan could produce upon so
short a motice. Every space was literally cramamed
- with human beings. The corridors of the temple, the
gallevies in the cloisters, the walls and roof which
overlook the yard, were black or brown with men,
women, and children. It was a wonderful sight. They
shonted, not violently, but shouted with astonishment
and delight at the spectacle the Lalf-dozen Europeans
afforded them. The prospeet of having to fight a way
through such a sea of human beings was not cheering,
but three or four policemen quietly cleared the way,
and a path opened before us to the gate.  There the
policemen checkmated the crowd, who were on the
point of vushing after us into the street, by securing
the gates instantaneounsly, amidst a roar of indignation
from the thousands who found themselves thus shut up
within the limits of the temple. Then came cries, and
laughter, and a rush ; and as we rounded another por-
tion of the temple enclosure, the prodigions crowd had
collected for a last gaze at us, where 3 broad interven-
g ditch, however, prevented them from incmnnmding
the strangers, |

Returning by the way we had come, we halted for
refreshment at “the Hotel of Ten Thousand Centuries,”
which was as decent a house as many liuropean coun-
tries could produce, and a vast deal cleancr and niore
moderate than some we could mention in Great Britain,
Fanctionary “No. 2" herecatand drank himself intosuch
a state of supreme contemnt for foreiomers +hat ha 1af
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us, and we only caught sight of him again for a mo-
ment in what might have been the window of his club,
where, surrounded by swells as great as himsclf, to
whom he was pointing out the various members of
our party, he had a bevy of Japanese houris dancing
attendance upon him. As our cavalcade neared Yedo,
1t was certain that it had been expected to return by
this route, and all Kanagawa, Omagawa, and the inha-
bitants of that part of Yedo, were there to stare. The
crowd at a Lord Mayor's show, in the old days when
such glories were, can alone bring before the reader
the idea of such a vast mass of human beings thus
brought together. The pavement, side-streets, and
houses were full ; yet no insult and no hindrance were
suffered. In places where the crowd in a side-street
threatened to block the thoroughfare by pouring into
the main street, a small piece of rope or siring was
stretched across from corner to corner, and no one
dared to break the fragile barrvier. In the suburbs,
at & PM,, every onc was bathing, and “cleanliness first,
modesty afterwards 1”7 seemed to be their motto, In
some cases, the tubs were ountside the doorways, and
the family enjoyed themselves in the open alr, rubbing
themselves down 1n the steaming hot water, with cloths;
others had their tubs in the room on their ground-floors,
but the front of the house was perfectly open, and the
manner in which the fair Eves stepped out ef their
baths, and ran to stare at us, holding perhaps a steam-
ing and squailing babe before them, was a little start-

hng.
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Night was closing in as we reached the Embassy,
about ¥hich the inhabitants, more accustomed to the
sight of strangers than those in the distant quarters,
left the strects comparatively clear. Tt appeared to us
as if there was little traffic carried on during the night,
and in some cases the barriers at the ends of the streets
were closed,

It was generally agreed that during the ride to
the temple of Tetstze we must have seen at least
80,000 Japanese, the majority of them men—vet no
one had noticed a crippled, deformed, or leprous per-
son. The writer was careful to count all those Ja-
panese whom he saw during that day suftering from
infirmities arising from disease—such, for instance, as
loss of eyesight from small-pox.  The entire number,
ineredible as it may appear, amongst so many thou-
sands of human beings, fell considerably short of a
hundred.  Pock-marks were common, hut by no means
general, | |

Only two beggars were seen in this ride of full
twenty-two miles: one was a mendicant priest, too
aged to wander about, and he was seated under a tree
by the wayside, beating the discordant wooden dram
used 1t Buddhist temples, and mumbling over endless
prayers ; and the other beggar was a very venerable
and decrepid old woman. This was all the really
downright poverty we heard of or saw in Yedo ; and
we can hardly believe that the paupers were put out
of sight during the stay of the English.

If squalor and poverty were not to be found in
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Yedo, neither was there ostentations magnificence "or
extravagance amongst the higher and wealthier classes.
In the andience-chamber of the Prince of Bitsu, or in
the official procession of an imperial commissioner
going to an interview with Lord Elgin, there was no
gaudy display of bright-coloured silks or satins, no
glitter of gold and silver, yet there was abundance of
ceremony, and invariably aslarge well-dressed retinue.
The Japanese men may be said to be the Quakers of
the Xast, from the sombre colour and style of their
dress-; and the contrast between the tawdry mapni-
ficence of Chinese mandarins, and the simple yet
orderly array of a high Japanese functionary, was very
striking, .

- We have already spoken of the curiosity of the
people, and of the struggle which daily took place to
inspect the mysteries of the Ambassador’s kitchen.
There were many other instances of the wonder excited
by the novelty, and (as they owned) by the superiority
of the strangers. Yenoske, the interpreter, had often
to blush at what he called the ill-manners of his coun-
trymen, but he assured us that in three or four yearg
time they would behave much better | Poor souls! it
would indeed have been unreasonable to have resented
their inquisitiveness ; and if we ever did so, they im-
mediately recalled us to our senses by a good-humoured
laugh. The visitors to the Embassy being quartered
at a tcmple a short distance from the abode of that
Argus-cyed mdwldual the Deputy Lteutenant Gnvm-
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those ladies and gentlemen of Yedo, who wished ¢
Judge for themselves of English manners and customs
No doubt, the pricsts, who, with their families (for
priests in Japan are allowed to marry), were living in
the enclosure of the same temple, turned to profitable
account the spectacle we afforded to their friends and
neighbours.  There was no objoction to oratify all
reasonable curiosity, and arrangements were made that
our only apartment should be thrown open for an
andience directly aftcr the morning ablutions were
completed. This express stipulation that a Briton
taking his bath was to form no part of the morning’s
cntertainment, was made in conseqlience of one of our
party having uncenscionsly, for several mornings, heen
shown to various parties of Japanese ladies, in such
light costume as might enable them to assure themi-
selves of the fact that his skin was quite as fair as his
face and bhands promised. All the wonders of the
dressing-table, from stropping & razor to putting cau-
de-cologne upon a pocket-handkérchief were frecly
exhibited. A jolly old priest laughed immoderately at
our applying such a spirit to so ignoble a purpose, and
tricd to enlighten the foreigners as to its Proper use,
by tossing off any quantity that might be poured into
the palm of his hand. The ladies were especially
delighted with scented soaps and hair-brushes, and
the gentlemen looked upon boots and ailt buttons as
marvels which it was highly desirable the Japanese

nation should know how to manufacture as soon as
pussible.
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Our sleeping apartment was one of two which formed
the wing of a small temple, the main body of which
rightfully belonged to some half-dozen Japanese deities,
who had retired from business, behind screens, during
our stay. In front, and behind this wing of the build-
ing,- there were gardens, each about a hundred feet
square, and here the priests had spent long lives of
industry in cramping the growth of unhappy firs, and
divers other trees and plants. Directly we hecame the
inmates of the rooms veferred to, a little shed was con-
stracted in the corner of the back-garden, and here a
priest was permanently posted to watch our doings,
while at night a policeman with a hamboo rattle
joined him, and disturbed our rest with hourly tunes
upon his instrument. We had, like the eels, just
become accustomed to this infliction, when, one night,
the bleating of a goat awoke us so often, that we
sprang out of bed, wishing the policemen’s rattle down
-1ty throat, and vowing vengeance on the beast.  Step-
ping out into the balcony which ran round the apart-
ment, we saw a white soat trotting over the orass and
Hower-beds, bleating incessantly, whilst the priest and
policeman were addressing it in Japanese, and the
former occasionally thvew up his arms, and made
reverent obeisances to the brute. We had ready a
pair of stout boots to pelt the goat with, but they
fell harmless from our hands, for we at once jumped
to the conclusion that the goat was an incarmation
of Buddha, and that to touch it would be sacrilece
Montallv  anathematicine all ctiobh vindew chtanta  off
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idolatrous worship, we besought the priest and police-
man to persuade their four-legged deity to remove its
sacred presence to another part of the premises. They
understood us, and with awe-struck faces, which the
bright starlight enabled us to see, proceeded to carry
out our wishes. They approached most cautiously,
making ail sorts of coaxing and wheedling noises—
but directly the goat showed the slightest inclination
to vesist, or drooped its head as if to butt, away
scuttled priest and policeman, and hid themsclves
until we cheered them on again to the fray. At last
the animal was expelled, and the priest held up his
hands, shook his head, and sighed as lLie returned to
his hut, as if what he had done was “no canuny;” and
all this so confirmed us in our supposition, that when
the brute again returned at dawn and bleated, we only
pulled the bedclothes over our head, and hoped for
the speedy religions enlightenment of the idolatrous
worshippers of Nanny-goats. All that we saw during
the day still confirmed us in our original idea, for .
there was the goat browsing upon dwarfed plants
which were worth their weight in gold, and the priests
did not attempt to stop. it, but offered it hot boiled
rice in a plate, a devout offering which the beast
indignantly rejected. A second night of the same
bleatings was, however, too much for the patience of a
naval officer; and, taking the greatest care not to

touch or hurt the goat (a forbearance which cost an
hour’s hard work, where five minutes would otherwise
have sufficed), we expelled it from our gardens, and
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sent 16 forth into the general court of the temple. Had
a certain old gentlemwan in black made his appearance
in that courtyard, the astonishment and horror of the
horse-boys, porters, and policemen could not have been
greater, and they secmed quite ready to follow the
example of the children, who ran off yelling with
alarm., Then, and not until then, the truth flashed
across us, that the goat was one that had been .
brought from the ship, and what appeared-at firs
to be reverential awe, was merely extreme fear and
wonder at the sicht of so marvellous a quﬂfll‘llp{}d !
Besides the temple of Tetstze, there were many
others equally important, and perhaps more resorted
to, within and around the city of Yedo. One very
fine one stood between the Embassy and Palace Hill,
which we were requested not ‘to enter, for fear of
exciting the intolerance of its priests and frequenters,

Judging by the exterior of the buildings, and the
beauty of the grounds around it, it would have well
repaid a visit. We fancied that it was from this
temple that the time of all Yedo was regulated, by the
sounds of a richly-toned bell, whose sonorous notes
struck the Japancse hours so as to be heard even as
. far as the anchorage of the shipping. The temples in
Japan, as in China, are used as hotels for travellers,
and also as places of refreshment for pleasure-seekers
indeed, judging by the number of places adapted for
public amusement in Yedo, we should write the people
down as a most holiday-making set. The whole city
was surrounded with gardens, tea-houses, and temples, |
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which were all resorted to by the old and young of
both sexes for recreation. We conld not afford time
to visit all, but there was the Odyee Garden—the
Richmond of Yedo—with its “Star and Garter,” where,
In shady apartments near cool streams and pieturesque
watertalls, the holiday-secker might enjoy delicious tea
or generous sakee, and be tended by the prettiest of
pretty Japanese damsels.  There were tempting walks
through groves of dark-preen trees, opening upon ter-
races which commanded fine views of the huge ecity,
or of the country to the north, rich with cultivation,
and dotted with houses ; or of the yich plain and its
woods, winding amongst which might De traced for
many a mle the silvery thread of the river Toda-gawa.

The nursery-gardens were both numerous gnd well
kept ; they were not the result of imperial or princely
whim, but of individual enterprise ; and as such, it s
questionable whether many European countries could
produce anything equal to them. The season for
Howers was unfortunately past, and that for the sceds
had not yet arrived, so that our botanjsts were, we
believe, not generally fortunate: but they all spoke
favourably of the care, neatness, and skill of the Yedo
gardeners.  All these gardens were fittod up as places
of public amusenment ; and our countrymen spoke quite
as much, we must in candour admit, of the beauty of
the fair daughters of Yedo, as they did of the loveli-
ness of the camellias which abound here.  Some of
the older and wiser heads declared that the good looks
of the Japanesc young ladies partook rather of the
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character which the French denominate la beauté du
diable ; yet there was a grace, kindliress, and gentle
frankness about the fair Omityas, Omatyas, and Oka~
yoos of Yedo, which were most winning ; so much so,
indeed, that more than one was heard to declare his
intention of returning to Japan at some future day.

No ove of the English succeeded in visiting the
interior of the grounds enclosed within what is ealled
the Imperial Palace, bnt nothing else was left unvisited
that was worth seeiny, Apart from the advantage it
gave Lord Elgin to judge of everything by personal
Inspection, such a practice did much good in accustom-
ing the natives to the appearance of strangers, and
letting them form for themselves an opinion of their
English visitors. |

Upon this principle two or more parties daily sallied
forth before breakfast to make purchases in the town,
and we procured on such occasions more interesting
specimens of Japanese industry than were ever brounght
to the Embassy by the people themselves, The shops
contained all the various articles we have already de-
scribed as being so plentiful in the bazaars of N anga-
saki, with the addition of besutiful embmider); upon
silk ang, crape, and most tasteful ornaments in glass,
such as toilet-table bottles, tumblers, &e.

It was wonderful to see the thousand useful as well
as ornamental purposes to which paper was applicable
in the hands of these industrious and tasteful people ;
our papier-maché manufacturers, as well as the Conti-
nental ones, should go to Yedo to learn what can be
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done with paper. We saw it made into material so
closely resembling russian and morocco leather and
pig-skin, that it was very difficult to detect the differ-
ence. With the aid of lacker-varnish and skilful paint-
ing, paper made excellent trunks, tobaceo-bags, cigar-
cases, saddles, telescope-cases, the frames of miero-
scopes ; and we even saw and used excellent water-
proof coats made of simple paper, which did keep out
the rain, and were as supple as the best Mackintosh.
The Japanese use neither silk nor cotton handker-
chiefs, towels, or dusters ; paper in their hands serves
as an excellent substitute. It is soft, thin, tough, of a
pale yellow colour, very plentiful and very cheap. The
mner walls of many a Japanese apartment are formed
of paper, being nothing more than painted screens :
their windows are covered with a fine translucent de-
scription of the same material ; it enters largely into
the manufacture of nearly everything in a Japanese
household ; and we saw what seemed balls of twine,
which were nothing but long shreds of tough paper
rolled up. I a shopkeeper had a parcel to tie up, he
would take a strip of paper, roll it quickly between
his hands, and use it for the purpose, and it was quite
as strong as the ordinary string used at home. In
short, without papwr all Japan would come to a dead-
lock ; and, indeed, lest by the arbitrary exercise of his
authority & tyrannical husband should stop his wife’s
paper, the sage Japanese mothers-in-law invariably
stipulate, in the marriage-séttlement, that the bride is
to have allowed to her a eertain quantity of paper !
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The shops and strects of Yedo were the scene of
much traffic, but there were here no great staples that
~we saw likely to yield anything like commercial exports
to foreigners. Beyond the manufacturing industry of
Yedo, the whole population seemed to us COnSUMETS
rather than producers, and this is proved by the fact,
that the freight of goods to Yedo from N angasaki in na-
tive craft was eighty per cent greater than that of goods
from Yedo to Nangasaki ; showing that it is entirely
an import trade that Yedo holds with the rest of Japan,
Coal and copper were the only articles which gave any
promise of export—the latter was especially abundant
in every form but that of coin; and although there is
a current belief amongst the Dutch that the copper-
mines of Japan are only allowed to be worked to a cer-
tain extent, far short of what they would otherwise yield,
the abundance of the metal, in all its varied forms of
pure copper, brass, and bronze, was very striking. We
‘saw it as a protection upon the piles of their bridges,
on the bottoms of the native vessels, and the stems and
gunwales of very ordinary boats ; and the number of
their brass guns was extraordinary. We saw brass or
copper coverings to the roofs of their temples and
shrines ; their altars were loaded with copper, brass,
and bronze castings; and the skill with which the
Japanese work this metal so as to imitate gold in all
the many articles of taste and luxury exhibited in
Yedo, called for our constant admiration. No doubt
necessity had compelled the artisan to discover some
mode of adorning lacker, porcelain, &c.. with what
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looked and wore quite as well ag gold or silver ; for
we were told that the laws were most strictly enforced
against the use of any precious metals for any such
frivolous purposes. S$till the art was g special one, and
there is much to learn, we think, on this head, from
Yedo or from Miako, from which all the best articles
of taste were reputed to come. Meantime, whilst our
curiosity was not half satiated, and our love for Japan
was hourly increasing, the British Ambassador and the
Imperial Commissioners weres making rapid work with
the Treaty. We sighed when told there was no hitch
which might delay our return to strong-smelling Ching
and its unpoetical inhabitants, and hastened off to the
ships our purchases of porcelam, embroidery, carved
work, lacker-ware, and little dogs.

Among all the excitement and hurry (for our visit to
Yedo only extended over fourteen days) we did not
torget our ancient friend Will Adams. Through Mori-
hama we tricd to ascertain if anything was recorded of
the old man amongst the J apanese, ‘Mori-hama had
been before interropated upon the same point, and
knew mnothing of his history beyond what he had
learned fram us. It had been suggested to us that
there was considerable alarm in Japan, lest, in resum-
Ing intercourse with Europeans, claims should be put
in by Jesuits or other religious communitics for any of
their ancient possessions in the country ; and that such
fears, although it is to be hoped they are perfectly
without foundation, would best explain why, for the
present at least, no assistanee would ha alooe o 1



A CRUIBE IN JAPANESE WATERS. 185

direetion our inquiries tended. Unsuceessful, there-
fore, as we were then, there can be but liftle doubt
that in a country where the arts of writing, reading,
and drawing have been so long perfected, we shall, at
some future day, find some information to add to the
scanty but interesting particulars we now possess of
the English sailor who lived so long about the Court of
Yedo, and who foundéd the commerce of Holland and
that of Great Britain with Japan.

It may perhaps interest the reader to epitomise his
history from the point at which we left it :—

. The Erasmus was laid up, probably sunk, mnear
Yedﬂ and the crew,.as well as the Englishman, were,
at the end of two years (1602 of 1608), positively told
that they must be content to remain in Japan. for life.
The Dutch sailors dispersed themselves over the island,
and except that they continued to receive aroyal allow-
ance of two pounds of rice per diem, and twelve gold
kobangs a-year, equal to about £10, we hLear no more
of them. DBut the captain, in 1605 or 1606, regeived
permission to go in a native vessel to the Straits of
Malacca, and he was killed in the following year on .
board the Dutch fleet, in an action with the Portuguese,
before he could, as Adams hoped, convey mfnrmatmh
to England of his existence in Cipango. 4

Will Adams was refused leave to qmt Yedo, but
treated with great consideration. He built ships for
the emperor. The first was of eighty tons, and pleased
the Japanese ruler so much that he was advanced to
the rank of an imperial tutsr; “being,” says Will
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Adams, “in such grace and favour, by reason I taught
him some points of geometry and the mathematies,
with other things, that what I said could not be con-
tradicted. At the which, my former enemies—the
Jesuits and Portugals—did greatly wonder, and en-
treated me to befriend them to the emperor in their
business ; and so by my means both Spaniards and
Portugals have received friendship from the emperor,
I recompensing their cvil unito me with good,” Adaros,
however, did not altogether become shipbuilder or
tutor ; for after having built a second vessel of one
hundred and twenty tons burthen, he made a cruise to
sea In her prior to 1609, going as far as Miako Bay
with a Japanese crew.

In that year two circumstances occurred which held
out a prospect of relecasec to the poor fellow from his
imprisonment, for such it appears to have been to him,
wrapt up as he was in love for his wife and children
in England. A Spanish galleon, the San Francisco,
returning from Manilla to Acapuleo in Mexico, and
having on board the governor of the Philippines, was
cast away upon the coast of Japan; and of the crew,
one hundred and sixty souls perished. - The remainder,
including the governor, were very kindly treated. The
larger of the two vessels built by Adams was given to
them by the Japanese emperor, with every means for
proceeding upon thelr voyage ; and at a favourable
scason, in 1610, they did so—returning, it appears, to
Manilla. DPoor Will Adams ! we can see him standing
on the shore watching the lessening sail that was ear-
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rying these strangers back to their home—a home he
was forbidden to return to. In that same year which
saw the San Francisco wrecked upon the one shore
of Japan, there arrived upon the opposite side two
~ privateers from Holland in quest of the Carrack of
Portugal, which yearly ran from Macao to Japan. They
misgsed their prize; so they consoled themselves by
making arrangements for a future trade at Firando.
The Dutch commanders travelled to the court, and
there, thanks-to the aid and influence of Will Adams,
permisﬂiﬂn was accorded them to come yearly with
certain commodities for trade. - The disappointment
felt by Adams at not being allowed to return with his
friends the Dutchmen, must have been softened by the
belief that if they returned safely to Holland, his seun-
trymen would surely follow their footsteps, before long,
to Japan. The year 1610 came and passed, and his'
heart must have been heavy, for hope of getting infor-
mation to England through the Portugals he scems
justly to have had none. In 1611 lhe sits down to
write that remarkable letterwiven by Master Purchas,
bearing date 22d October 1611. In this letter he
speaks of the kindness and generosity of the emperor,.
who had given him a living “like unto a lnrdshlp in
England, with eighty or ninety husbandmen who ara as
my servants and slaves ;” he deseribes' the people his
fortune had thrown him amongst “as good of nature,
courteous above measure, and valiant in war,” and adds,
“I think no land befter governed in the world by civil
poliey.” He urges his countrymen to trade thither,
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and ends with the plaint nearest his poor lone heart,
that he hopes by some means or other he shall hear of
his wife and dear children. “Patiently,” he says, 1
wait the good-will and pleasure of God Almighty, de-
siring all those to whom this letter may come, to use
means to acquaint my good friends with it, and so my
wife and children may hear of me; by which means
there may be hope that I may see them before my
death—the which the Lord grant, to His glory and my
great comfort. Amen.”

Grod, it is to be hoped, gave the poor fellow some
solace and consolation ; for in the month of April of
this very year, 1611, his countrymen sailed from Eng-
land for Jupan.  We know nothing of how 1612 passed
with Adams, but on June 11, 1618, the good ship
Clove anchored in Firando, and Captain Saris then
learned that Adams, or Awge, as he was called, was
living at Yedo. He was immediately sent for, and on
the 29th July 1613 arrived in Firando. He had suf-
fered long, and we will hope that Saris and his coun-
trymen gave him all the comfort and the information
of Lis home that he so earnestly longed for. At any
rate, from this time forth he seems to have resigned
himsclf to live and die in Japan ; for after returning
to Yedo with Saris, Md assisting to secure the most
liberal termis of trade and intercourse, he appears to
have entered the employ of the Honourable East India
Company as an interpreter in the tactory at Firando,
under charge of o Mr Richard Cookes. In the receipt
of a good salary, the old sailor served his countrynien
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until his death, which probably happened in or about
1619. After his death, and after sustaining a loss in
trade for some years, the English factory at Firando
was voluntarily abandoned.

By the 24th August all difficulties connected with
the final signature of the Treaty were removed, and as
if more firmly to cement the renewal of the old alliance
between these two powerful island empires of the East
and West, the Japanesc Government consented, for the
first time in the history of Japan, to fire on that occa-
sion a royal salute of twenty-one guns, which we, of
course, nndertook to return. |

The daily conferences which had taken place between
the high contracting parties had becn always held in
the British Embassy, when an immense deal of bowing,
prostration, and suchlike acts of Japanese politeness,
were undergone by our indefatigable friend the Lisute-
nant-Governor and his myrmidons.  The Japanese
Commissioners usually arrived about one o’clock in the
afternoon, lunched with the Embassy, and then pro-
ceeded to business. At first they-desired to introduce
to the conferences the usual following of reporters and
spies ; but a polite firmness on the part of Lord Elgin
brought them to reduce it to one sceretary and their
loyal interpreter, Mori-hama. Lord Elgin, we heard,
pointed owt to them, that even when thus diminished
in numbers, they were in the proportion of five to one,
and that, under such circumstances, Japanese interests
need not suffer—to which the Commissioners replied,
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that the appointment of so many Commissioners was
the highest compliment that could be paid to the well-
known ability of Lis Lordship, and that they desired
to weigh justly and fairly all his propositions, so far as
theiv humble abilities would enable them. It is but
just to add that Lord Elgin made no secret of the res-
sonable and impartial spirit with which all the negoti-
ations werc carried on by them ; and that he never
had a more agreeable task than t]mt of cﬂnfemnf‘r with
these Japanese gentlemen upon measures which weaild
be mutually beneficial to both countries. All they
sought for was a sound reason for any privilege, and
proof that it was not likely to be injurious to Japan :
In some cases they acknowledged that such and such a

demand ought to a-
son against doing so but ancient prejudice ; and then
they asked for time to enable their rulers and people
to accommodate themselves to the new order of things.
“ Give us three or four years,” they said ; « by that time
we shall be ready.” This will explain those clauses in
the Treaty, in which specific periods are given for cer-
tain concessions,

The Japancse admiral, the ex or duplicate Governor
of Nangasaki, and the third senjor Commiissioner,
Fghono-Kami, were men of very superior ability and
attainment. The latter especially was most industrious
and curious as to all that related to England or Ame-
rica ; his note-book was always in hand, recording the
name of everything he saw or heard of—occasionally

he would sketeh articles, ascertaining their dimensions
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or the mode of their manufacture; and his observa-
tions upon their defects or merits were always intelli-
gent., He was a wit likewise ; and when any hitch
occurred, whether in the conferences or elsewhere, he
would rescue all parties from the dilemma by saying
something which resulted in a hearty laugh. Mori-
hama the linguist was a host in himself ; and from the
specimen the Commissioners afforded of the Hip]ﬂﬂ"lﬂ.iiiﬂ
skill of the servants of the Taikoon, there was no
doubt that many would be found qualified to represent
Japan at our own court, or elsewhere in Europe. In-
deed we heard the wish expressed, 1n more than one
guarter, to visit Europe and the United States.

On the 25th August, Lord Elgin invited all the
Commissioners to dinner, and they came an hour before
time, bringing a Japanese conjuror to enable his Excel-
lency to judge of their skill in tricks of legerdemain,
An impromptu theatre was soon formed of an apart-
ment, one side of which opened out upon the temple
garden ; chairs and bencles were ranged on the
well-kept lawn, and the Ambassador, Commissioners,
the suite, and a large body of officers, formed the au-
dience. The conjuror was a gentlemanly -looking’
venerable man, clad in ample silk robes. He had as
an assistant a wreteh who tapped incessantly upon a
small drum, and by his remarks, unintelligible of
course i;ﬂ“ﬂufgelves, he served to amuse the Japanese
who créwded behind us. The old man performed
many tricks of legerdemain, in a manner that equalled
anything we had ever before seen; but when he
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proceeded to show the far-famed butterfly trick, al
were fairly wonder-stricken. . Qur J apanese Merlin
was seated cross-legoed about ten yards from us, upon
the raised platform of the floor of the apartment
behind him was a gold-coloured scrden, with a painting
of the peak of Fusi-hama, in blue and white upon its
glittering eround. He threw up the sleeves of his
dress, and showed a piece of some tissue paper which
he held in his hand. Tt was about six inches square,
and by dexterous and delicate manipulation, he formed
it into a very good imitation of a butterfly, the wings
being extended, and at the most cach was one inch
across, Holding the butterfly out in the palm of his
hand, to show what it was, he placed two candles,
whicli were beside him, in such a position as to allow
him to wave a fan rapidly without affecting the flame,
and then, by a gentle motion of this fan over the
paper insect, he proceeded to set it in motjon A coun-
ter-draught of air from some quarter interfered with
his efforts, and made the butterfly truant to his will,
and the scréen had to be moved a little to remedy this.
He then threw the paper butterfly up in the air, and
gradually it seemed to acquire life from the action of
his fan—mnow wheeling and dipping towards it, now
tripping along its edge, then hovering over it, ag we
may see a butterfly do over a flower on 2 fine summer’s
day, then in wantonness wheeling away, and again re-
turning to alight, the wings quivering with nervous
restiessness | One could have sworn it was a live
creature. Now it flew off to the light, and then the
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cogjuror recalled it, and 'presenﬂjr supplied a mate in
the shape of another butterfly, and together they rose
and played about the old man’s fan, varying their atten-
tions between flirting with one another and fluttering
along the edge of the fan. We repeatedly saw one on
each,side of it as he held it nearly vertically, and gave
the fan a short quick motion ; then one butterﬂy would
pass over to the other, both wuuld wheel away as if in
play, and again return. A plant with some flowers
stood in a pot near at hand ; by gentle movements of
the fan the pretty little creatures were led up to it, and
then, their delight ! how they played about the leaves,

sipped the flowers, kissed each other, and whisked off -
again with all the airs and graces of real butterflies !

The audience was in ecstasies, and ‘young and, old.

clapped their hands with delight. " -The: exh1b1t1nn- -

ended, when the old man -advanced tg:the front of his
stage, within arm’s length of us all, accnmpamed by his
magic butterflies, that even in the open air continued
to play round the magician and his fan | As a feat of
legerdemain, it was by far the most beautifal trick we
had ever heard of, and one that must require an im-
mense amount of practice,

The Commissioners declined to send for any giadla.
tors to exhibit the brutal prowess which so astonished
and shocked owr Transatlantic cousins ; and it appeared
from what Mori-hama let fall, that the severe ﬂtnctures
in the American history of Perry’s Expedition had
made the government of Yedo decide that Europeans
should withess no.-more of them, The two facts, that
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the J apaneae know What fﬂrelgners have said about
them, and that they are very sensitive under criticigm,
are well worthy of note, and should be kindly remem-
bered through the length and breadth of Christendom.
From the conjuror’s theatre we Went' to dinner, and
the Commissioners seemed heartily to enjoy it ; using
their knives, forks, and spoons with a skill that showed
they were ready mimics. They secemed to give the
preference to ham amongst the eatables, and champagne
amongst the wines, and all the pastry, sweets, and
dried fruits, were heartily approved of. They laughed,
until they almost cried, at the wild custom of drink-
ing toasts and hurraing for the benefit of the pledged
person’s health, The junior Commissioners came out
very strong ab this stage of the proceedings. « Her
Majesty the Queen, with three times three,” was much °
to the taste of worthy Suda-hanzabro ; and when, after
an appropriate speéch from his Excellency, as much
was done for “ His Imperial Majesty the Tai-koon,” he
was pertectly electrified, and joined in the Hip! hip !
hurrah! a$ loudly as any of the deep-chested Britons.
When the party broke up, the Ambagsador appointed
an early hour on the following forenoon for the final
transaction of business, after which the embarkation of
the Embassy was to take place, the Commissioners
accompanying Lord Elgin afloat to receive from Cap-
tain Barker the yacht intended for the Emperor.
- We must not omit to mention that, according to
Japanese custom, presents had been made to the
members of the Embassy, and the senior officers of the
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squadron. Lord Elgin received a very handsome orna-
ment for a table in the shape of a brace of birds beau-
tifully cast in white metal, and divers pieces of silk.
The other members of the suite had five, and the naval
commanders. had each three, pieces of a peculiar silk
madg at an imperial factory. The officers and men
who had been sent out in charge of the yacht were
especially honoured, and Lieutenant Ward received as
imperial gifts a cabinet of lacker ware, and a porcelain
dish ornamented with paintings in lacker which were
unique. The Commissioners were most careful to point
out that nothing we received was to be considered
as intended in any way as a return for the “magni-
ﬁcegf present ” of the yacht—such was their expres-
sion ; that would be, they said, duly acknnw]edged by

=" his Imperial Majesty ; but we were requested to accept

these trifles as proofs of esteem for men who had come
so far upon a friendly mission. Lord Elgin wished,
before leaving, to make in his turn some presents to
the many officials who had been so attentive, and as
British diplomatists and men-of-war are not supplied
with many articles very suitable for such a purpose, it
was difficuli to supply the need. Happily our paymaster
had plenty of naval blue cloth, flannel, and blankets

in store, and these articles, if not very ornamental,
- were useful, and might serve to give some idea of

our common manufactures. To these were added soap.
and chocolate, and some new Enfield muskets, and
carbines,—the whole forming a medley which, judging
by the delight of the recipients, was much approved.
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The pride of these presented with arms was beyond
all bounds, and even Mori-hatva, whose. mission one
would have supposed to be a peaceful one; prasped the
artilleryman’s carbine and its long sword-bayonet as
if military honours were the especial object of his
existence. One could not help smiling at this child-
like love for arms—and with all disposition to approve
of everything Jgpanese, certainly a man with his dress
straw sandals and clean-shaved poll, with a long ugly
musket in his hand and a British grenadier'’s belt and
pouch over his shoulders, did not cut a martial or
imposing figure. This love of guns and swords is ex-
traordinary, for, with the exception of petty rebellion,
it is now some centuries since there was any demand
upon the military spirit of Japan ; and the people and
chiefs are anything but a fierce or blood-thirsty race :
yet to carry arms is the ambition of every Japanese,
and the right to wear two swords is a stamp of gen-
tility indicating that the person so distinguished is
above the trading class. Each of the sixty great princes,
the barons of the Japanese empire, spends the major
portion of his revenue in guns, powder, and arms, and
cach of them has an enormous body of idle serfs, who at
his bidding become soldiers. Sharp swords, and bows
and arrows, constitute as yet the principal armament
of these hosts ; but every effort is being made to make
and obtain muskets or rifles, and to drill the natives in
the European style. Throughout the period of our
stay.in Yedo, drilling of men was constantly goIng
on under the direction of Japancse officers, instructed
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by the Dutch at Nangasaki, and there was an eternal
target-practice with muskets in more than one of the
enclosed batteries.

We awoke early, and sighed heavily, upon the morn-
ing of the 26th August, for the day of our departure
from Japan had arrived. We have often vowed never
again to like one particular spot upon this bright earth
of onrs more than another—never again to form a
friendship upon the shore, but to confine all our likes
and dislikes to salt water and sallors. Yet, somehow
or other, we are ever departing from such resolutions,
and what we felt at leaving Japan, it Itas been our lot
to experience on saying good-by (often for ever) to many
pleasant places, and many kind friends, in regions
somefimes as remote, and almost as little visited, as
Japan. Our parting tenderness extended even to the
oold-fish, that last morning as we plunged in amongst
them, in the mimic pond close to our sleeping-apart*
ments ; and we could not find in oar heart to growl
at the poor priest who came down to take notes of the
English method of using seap and towel. Our seamen
had come up to the Embassy to assist in forwarding
down the lugeace to the Dboats. Jack was mightily
amused with Jobhnny, as he called the Japanese, and
the feeling was wmutual, judging from the hearty
laughter of the porters, priests, and policeman at the
pantomime by which our men strove to make their
wants understood. On one occasion, turning a corner
rather abruptly, we found a jolly forc-topman ex-
plaining by siens that he wanted something to pour
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down his throgt that would make him dance, where-
upon he cut a double shuffle, and reeled about the
yard. Johmny perfectly understood, and repeated the
performance. Jack’s broad face beamed with delight.
“Yes, that's it, grog! Come, bear a hand, my finc
fellow,” he cxclaimed ; and in anticipation of his want
being quickly supphed, he expressed in strongest ver-
nacular his high approval of the Johnnies in general,
Happily for the Johnnies, we arrived in time to stay
further proceedings ; and sending for Yenoske the in-
terpreter, we made him explain that Jack upon water,
or Jack upon tea, was as harmless as s baby ; but
that Jack in a state of grog was simply an infuriated

Briton, an animal likely to mar the domestic happiness
of all within the temple enclosure, and very certain to
break the peace. “ AlL,” said Yenoske—“ah ! all the
same as drunken Dutch sailor” Worse, we asserted,
than ﬁfty Dutchmen,  “ All the same one tiger !'”
suggested Yenﬂake looking very serious. We told
him that tigers the worse for liguor could not be more
troublesome. Wherenpon Yenoske explained to his
countrymen the effects of grog upon our men in such
strong terms, that neither for love nor money could
they get anything stronger than tea, and we were
happy, if Jack was not.

From daybreak, stout-limbed porters, with a mere
modicum of clothing, and a few of them very hand-
somely tattooed, were employed staggering along under
cases of curiosities and manufactures, which had left
Manvy a4 1Uur«e herfeotlv armmfe © and vaat Tamed v e e oo
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containing each one or more little dogs, might he seen
going seaward under especial convoy. COf these, the
sweetest pets—though the first-lieutenant did not think
so—that over graced a drawing-room or played at a
lady’s feet, no less than thirteen eventually mustered
on board the Furious, the property of the “ Ambas-
sadors,” as our men would insist upon styling the
whole of Lord Elgin’s suite. These small Japanese
spaniels are said to be of the King Charles’ breed, now
so rare in England, and the fresh importation of stock
ought to be a source of no small delicht to those fair
spinsters who delight in pretty pets and little dogs.
Then of course some of us had to hurry away down an
adjoining street to make a purchase, forgotten until
the last moment, when the guide was detected in-
structing the shopman to ask thrice the proper price.
Our last dollar spent, we felt we could then do no
more to prove our regard for Japan, and said a kind
o00d-by to all our aequaintances in the temple, pre-
senting the worthy dignitary who was at its head
with our last drop of eau-de-cologne, which he drank
to our happy meeting at some future day. The
native police attached to the Embassy looked ¢riste at
our departure ; doubtless they had good cause, for we
opine that they bad enjoyed many an extra feed of
fish and rice, many a grateful pipe of fragrant tobaceo,
pleasant snoozes in shady corners, and many jolly
cvenings over bottles of good sakee, since they assumed

the high office of watching the strangers who had so
unceremoniously thrust themselves into the good city
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of Yedo. To be sure, their responsibility was great,
for had the Ambassador and his followers insisted upon
latch-keys, and taken to wringing off knockers, lavk-
ing about the streets, or disturbing the peace in any
way, these unfortunates, inclnding even the Lieutenant-
Governor and Yenoske, would have Deen soundly
bambooed until we behaved better, Fortunately for
our guardians, who were to be rewarded in proportion
to our virtues, we were flatterinely assured through
Yenoske that the British Embassy far surpassed Rus-
stans, Dutch, and Americans, We foar that in J APl
they have learned to flatter!

After brealkfast, horses were brought for those who
wished to be carly on hoard, and as we passed througeh
the temple gate, an imperial procession, bearing a royal
feast to Lord Eloin, was met.  Never was a more
solemn affair ; every man in it looked as if the busie
ness of carrying royal dishes was a serious matter,
Officers and mien were clad much alike, in light silks
or cottons, of a black and white striped pattern, and
the royal servants all had a particular erest upon each
arm, and on the front and back of their dress. Tt was
almost o fac-simile of the Irish shamrock or trefoil
We had before remarked that the retainers of the dif-
terent princes or chiefs bore the particular cvest or
arms of their master, so that heraldry is evidently a
Japanese institution. ANl the viands were cavefully
boxed up in lavge black lacker-ware cases, and were
sent cooked from the royal kitehen.  Those that par-
took of the feast decerilind +he Jiohoe au Tt oo,
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palatable. As in China, nearly everything was stewed,
and served up in small fragments, requiring only chop-
stick and spoon, and very little exercise of the teeth,
TPish and vegetables formed the basis of all the numer-
ous enirédes, and it would be quite worth Miss Acton’s
while to visit Yedo to learn how many changes may
be rung with a stewpan upon those two articles alone.
Instead of sitting at the table to feed, the royal attend-
ants made our stiff-jointed countrymen squat upon
mats according to the custom of the country, an
exception being made in favour of the Ambassador,
Japanned tables, each about the size of our ordinary
tea-trays, standing on legs nine inches high, were
placed between every two Englishmen, these tables
being loaded with smoking hot dishes, one of which
was always delicious rice. Everything was served
upon lacker-ware,—~dishes, plates, tumblers, and spoons
being all of that. material, either red or black, with a
slight ornamental work in imitation gold or silver,
The attendance was perfect, and so was the extretne
cleanliness with which everything was served. Mean-
time we went to &he imperial dockyard to embark,
under the imposing escort of a couple of mounted
officers, and preceded by two policemen dressed in
their official costume, with quite as many colours in it
as Joseph's could have had.  The official in charge of
" the yard was the Japanese whom we have before men-
tioned as speaking English with a strong American
negro accent. He had asserted that he learnt Englishy
in a college in Yedo, from native instructors edunecated
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at Nangasaki. - We askéd Mori-hama about him one
day when the Imperial Commissioners were present,
and he repeated to them what we had been told.
They langhed, and contradicted the statement, adding
that our friend had learnt English in California! . He
had doubtless been one of those many Japanese seamen
who have in former days been blown to sea in a native
coaster, picked up by some American whaler, carried
to California, and therc had dwelt until the opening
of his country to European intercourse enabled him to
return, throngh American intercession, without forfeit-
ing his life, according to the old laws of Japan. When
we therefore met the worthy, we hinted that his fiction
of an Amecrican or English college in Yedo wounld not
do, for that we knew, from pretty good authority, that
he had acquired his knowledge of English in the
United States. Totally unabashed, however, he vowed
he had never been out of Japan ; and it was evident
that, as yet, it was not fashionable, or comme I fout,
in Japanese society, to own thiat one had been beyond
1ts limits, vagabondising about the great world. He
had learnt a very great deal, with a large proportion
of evil, and truth was not in the unfortunate man.
He had a knowledge of sailoring and carpentering, but
boasted that he was well versed in navigation and
astronomy. A sextant happened to be at hand, and
he was asked if he could observe the altitude of
heavenly bodies with it.  “Oh yes! he could even
take a lunar!” He was asked to measure a very
simple anvle, Tt mnst be owned that his assurance
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was wonderful, for he took up the instrument and pro-
ceeded to work with it upside down! ¢ You are out
of practice, my friend,” said we. “Yes,” was the re-
Joinder ; “I hab’n done him for so long, that I forget
how to fiw him.” Although he could not “fix” a
sextant, he was up in some ordinary practical seaman-
ship, and could build a boat upon European principles.
He pointed to several very nice decked boats, schooner-

rigged, which were in the bay, and said they had been

constructed under his supervision, and that he had

taught the crews to work them, and that, it was
evident, they did very cleverly. To wus it seemecd
melancholy that the only Japanese we had met whom
it was impossible to like, should have heen one wlo,
more than amy of his countrymen, had lived amongst
Christians. Intercourse with foreigners, as in the case
of many Asiaties it has been our fortune to meet,
seemed t0 have destroyed the national characteristies,
without substituting anything good in their place.
The influence such men must have in prejudicing an
inquisitive government like that of Yedo for or against
European or American intercourse, must naturally be
very great ; and it was unfortunate that they should
have so indifferent a specimen of the results of allow-
ing Japanese to leave their own country.

The 26th August being the birthday of his R{]}ﬂl
Highness the Prince-Consort, we, as loyal subjects,
had not omitted to dress our ships with flags to do
honour to the occasion ; and the roar of our salutes at
noon pealed through Yedo just as the Commissioners
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and Ambassador were affixing their signaturcs to the
Treaty. Great was the excitement oceasioned amongst
the population by the ships being so figoed out, the
salutes, and the fact that the Ambassador' was coing to
embark officially, accompaniad by the Commissioners,
to hand over to them the beantiful yacht Emperor ;
and the city and bay becamoe alive with Japanese,
anxious to view and share in the gaiety.  The day was
bright and beautiful—Queen’s weather acain—and it
was indeed a general holiday. Native craft, filled with
pleasure-seckers, dotted the sparkling waters of the
beautiful bay; all the government boats were out, their
stern-sheets loaded with well-dressed personages, who,
we had been told, were probably high officers, cnjoying
the privilege of sceing uy niebon,” or incognito, 'The
officers belonging to one of the Japanese men-of-war
visited us in a body, and soon spread themsclves over
the entire ship, inspecting and making notes of every-
thing with praisewortliy mdustry,  One was soon aloft
on the yards and masts, examining the fittings, mea-
suring the size of ropes and blocks. Going into a
cabin in which hung the portraits of those two naval
worthics, Admiral Sir John Franklin and Sir John
Barrow, we found a group of J apancsce forned round
them.  No sooner was it explained through Yenoske
who they were, than a native officer made carciul notes
of their names, and then cleverly sketched in his book
an outline of their features,  Winterhalter's large por-
trait of her Majesty they were in eestasios with ;and
seeing us take off owr caps on turning towards it, the
annid fellotre Trntrealiat oler awmm dn 157, 8 4 .
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ful obeisance to the likeness of our sovereign. They
asked a host of intelligent questions about her domin-
10ns, fleets, and armies. It was evident that the lugher
officlals were pretty well posted up in the general state
of Kurope. For instance, to one group we showed a
portrait of that much-loved admiral, Lord Lyons, and
spoke of Schastopol. The Jupanese immediately said,
“that was a great city you took from Russia;” and
subscquently they asked i we had been at the taking
of Canton? But invariably, when speaking of affairs
out of Japan, they looked nervous, and, beyond a
passing remark, flew off from the subject as if it was
interdicted. Even Mr Hewskin, who spoke Dutch, a
language very generally known amongst the officials,
could never get them to converse at their ease upon
such topies, '

There was in the numerous boats around the ships
a fair sprinkling of women or ladies, as well as many
children.  They all seemed of a lughly respectable
class, and nonc of the graceful nymphs of the tea or
peach gardens came afloat to increase the damave they
had already done to the hearts of our susceptible blue-
jackets.  We believe this was in consequence of an
injunction of the police, under orders from some higher
quarter — possibly the Comissioners thought that,
amongst other foreign fancies, it might enter the liead
of the English to carry off specimens of the pretty little
pets in the tea-gardens, insisting upon our richt to
purchase them under the head of “ unenumerated
‘articles” in the new tariff.  Anyhow, black tecth pre-
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vailed upon this occasion amongst the ladies, who in
other respects were a charming addition to the scene
of animation and pleasure. About three o'clock the
barge of H.M.S. Furious, bearing the British Ambas-
sador and suite, was seen leaving the shore, and at the
same time a native boat with the Commissioners, in
full costume, proceeded towards the yacht. The dress
of these latter gentlemen was more than ordinarily
handsome, especially that of the Lord High Admiral.
Captain Barker, the senior naval officer, as the deputy
of the naval Commander-in-Chicf, received the Com-
missioners and the Earl of Elgin on board the yacht,
and in a short speech expressed his sense of the honour
conferred upon himsclf in being deputed to hand over
to the Conunissioners this token of goodwill and friend-
ship: the Commissioners replied in equally warm terms,
and then the English ensigns were hauled down from
the Emperor’s mastheads and ension staff, and the
Japanese colours were substituted. This act being
formally carried out, the Japanese forts fronting the
city saluted with a royal salute of twenty-one guns ;
and uncommonly well they did it tco. We returned
it, and assuredly all will join in the prayer that the
friendship thus saluted may be lasting between us,
and beneficial to the good people of Japan. Not the
least interesting part of this day’s doings was the mov- |
ing and working of the Emperor, directly she became
Japanese, under the management of a native captain,
engineer, and crew. Her machinery was of the most
recent construction, horizontal eylinders, trunk engines,”
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and other peculiarities; yet they mastered all these,
under the Knglish officers, after a week’s instruction ;
having, of course, previously undérstood an ordinary
ﬂld-fashiuned-enginé; After passing round the squad-
ron, she disembarked all her English visitors, and we
had the pleasure of seeing the yacht proceed towards
the city, to land the Imperial Commissioners.

At first the Japanese suggested that they should call
the yacht the London, out of compliment to our capital,
which alone, they believed, could ecompare with their
own ; but for some reason or other, they eventually
named her the Dragon, and, as such, HIM.Y. Dragon
will doubtless be of great use as a pleasure-boat to all -
but the imprisoned monarch for whom it was intended.
A few weeks after our visit, when the ambassador of
France, Baron Gros, made his appearance in the Bay
of Yedo, he found the Dragon. StE&Iﬂlnﬂ‘ about, and we
heard that his excel_lency made more than one trip in
her, under the safe charge of a Japanese captain and |
_engineers. |
It was late before all our farewells to our Yedo
friends were over—their final act was to bring off
snme_ﬁve—and-tweuty robes of honour as presents from
the Kmperor to Lord Elgin. They were wonderfal
articles, of the richest silk, stamped or dyed with the
- loudest patterns—sunflowers and pumpkins prevailing.
In cut and shape the robes resembled dressing-gowns,
though much larger, and they were quiited with raw
silkk to a thickness of at least four inches ! The Coun-
cillors of State, seated round the Tai-koon in such robes
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at an oflicial levee, must be as gorgeous a sight as a
tulip-bed. As the officers deputed to present these
dresses on board the Furious begged to be allowed to
arrange the royal presents according to their custom,
the quarter-deck soon presented an ﬂppe&rﬂuce which
would have tried the nerves of the oldest and most
experienced officer in the British navy, 80 much more
did it resemble Swan and Edgar’s than any place under
a pendant.

T'wo hours before daybreak on the 27th Angust we
weighed and proceeded to sea, not without a hope and
prayer that in our wanderings we might yet one day
revisit Yedo. Our stay there had been a bright oasis
in the desert-like monotony of our existence in China,
and we hailed with joy, on behalf of our professional
brethren employed in protecting commerce in the far
ast, the prospect of an occasional visit to the inter- -
esting and healthy islands of Japan. The Peak of
B;usi-hama, shone far above the ranges of mountains in
the interior a short half-hour, and we bid the peer-
less one” a long farewell, |

Calm and majestic as Fusi-hama looks from the sea,
the “ matchless one ” was born of voleanie action, If
Japanese history tells true, the birth of the young lady
—tor she is a mere infant in age amongst mountaing-—

was attended with a fearful convulsion of the whole

1sland of Nipon, and in the self-same night, in the
285 B.C., that the great cone of Fusi-hama rose from the
plain, not far from it was formed the great lake of
Mitsu—as if the crust of the earth had sunk down in
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one spot, and bubbled up in another. Fusi-hama was
an active voleano for many centuries, The last great
“eruption oceurred on the 234 d&% of the 11th moon
1707, when, with two violent shocks of earthquake,
the crest of the mountain opened, vomited flames, and
hurled cinders for many leagues ; and on the 25th’ and
26th, huge masses of rock and hot sand were projected
over the adjoining country ; and even in Yedo, fifty
miles distant, ashes fell to a thickness of several
inches.

Fusi-hama has, it is to be hoped, grown less danger-
ous as she has grown older, for we weye told that no
volcanic fire existed now in the erater But hot
Springs are numerous, and earthquakes, alas! sadly
destructive in the island of N Ipon, and there seems
reason to fear that the voleanic fires merely- slumber,
and are by no means extinct. __ |
~ Our pleasant task draws to a close ; we will not take
our reader out into another gale of wind, in a paddle-
wheel frigate ; one such trial ought to be quite enough
for any one. It blew so hard, and the wind was so
villanously fair, that we could not even muster the
shadow of an excuse for not pushing ahead for China,
and, mal gré, bon gré, were forced down the east coast
of the Japanese group at the exciting rate of eleven
miles an hour, leaving all the wonders of the Suwo-
nada Sea, its labyrinth of islands and commerce-laden
walers, for some future day. We grieved to think of
leaving Hioga, the new port within Kino Straits, un-

F o
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visited, as well as Ozaka and Miako, of which huge
cities it is the seaport and outlet. We feel sure the
reader will sympathise with us as, turning from Japan,
we looked forward to the precious tossing about that
was in store for us at sea, with unsavoury Shanghai at
the end of our voyage ! |

THE END.

.
&
FRINTED BY WILLIAM BLACEWOOD ANDP 50545, EDINBIORGAH.
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not likely afterwards to be effaced, The ** Physical Atlas " ia a somewhat costly
work, recikoning it anly by its paper ; but npon its paper is stamped an amount
of knowledge that conld scarcely be acquired without the reading of us MADY
books as would cost peven times the price,—Examiner, :

Physical Atlas.

Reduced from the Imperial Folio. This Edition contains Twenty-five
Mapa, including & Palsontelogiesl and Geological Map of the British
Islands, with Descriptive Letterpisds, and a very copious Index. In
Imperial Quarto, half-bound morocee, £2, 12s, 6d.

Atlas of Astronomy.

A complete SBeries of INtustrations of the Heavenly Bodies: drawn
witlt the greitest care, from Original and Aunthentic *Documénta.
Edited by J. 1t, Hine, F.R.A.8. Imperial Quarto, half-bbund
morocen, 218, ‘ .-

We hiave seen no popular atlas of nstronomy to compare with this volumie,
-+ - Theillustrations are eightegn in number,-—lunar, soiar, stellar ; and
are g0 constructed as to present to the eye'a series of lessons in the most
caplivating of human studles, gimple in outline and cumulitive in resuit.
To say that Mr TTind's ** Atlas " ia the beat thing of the kind is not enough—
it has no competitor, — 4 fhenceum,

[
a

LI §

Lewes, George H.

Auther of ' A Diographical History of Thilosophy," &e,

Bea-Side Studies at Ilfracombe, Tenby, the Scilly Isles, aud

Jeraey.

In Octavo, with Illustrations by the Author, and a Glossary of - "
Techinies]l Terms, 108, 6d.

While the matter is thoroughly scientifie, the form is pureiy literary,
the papers sbounding with touchies of a pleasant personality, with vivid
descriptions of scenery and sketches of adventure, with guaint ang livel
fancies, prave ironical reflections and light shafts of social ratire, with- -
. learned references and apt literary illustrations, interspersed hera and therd' -
with noble moral truthe springing from the depthis of a rich and wide o4
experience. . . . . With regard to the matter of the volume, the new
experimeuts, the critieal discussions and higher generalisations it contain
it will be enough to say that the great anutomist {Professor ﬂwan},--.:#
whom it is dedicated, has himself recogmised both the value and originaifey
of Mr Lewes’ contributions to his science.-—The Leader. ’

x
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* Lavergne, Leonce de.

Rural Economy of England, Scotland, and Ireland.

Translated from the French., With Notes by a Seottish Farmer,
In Octaviy, 124,

When we coneider the fulness of matter, the varisty of Information, the
importance of the aubject, and the vigour and picturesqueness with which the
wiole ia presented to the reader, the ‘ Rural Economy of England ** may he
pronounced one of the best works on the philosophy of agrienlture and of agri-
ocultural political economy that has appeared.—Speciator,

M‘Crie, Rev. Thomas, D.D.

Works,

A new and uniformn Edition. XEdited by his Son, Professor
M‘Crix. Four Volomes, Crown Octavo, 248

Life of John Knox.

Containing Ilustrations of the History of the Reformation in Scot-
land: ‘Crown Octavo, 6a.

. Life of Andrew Melville, ,

Containing Illustrations of the Ecclesiasticr]l and Literary Iiatory of
micttland in the Sixteenth and BSewventeenth Centuries. Crown
Qetavo, 8s,

History of the Progress and Buppression of the Reformation
in Italy in the Sixteenth Century.

Crown Octavo, 48,

History of the Progress and S8uppression of the Reformation
in 8pain in the SBixteenth Century, '

Crown Octavo, 3a. 6d,

Sermons, and Review of the ** Tales of My Landiord.”

In one VoJume, Crown Octava, Ga.

" Moir, David M. (Delta.)

Pootical Works,

Including ‘' Domeatic Verses,” With Portrait and Memolr by
ThoMas AMRD. Two Yolames, Foolscap Octavo, 14s.

These are volumes to be placed on the favourite shelf, in the familiar
_ nook that holds the hooks we love, which wa $akie np with pleasure nnd lay
- down with regret.—EBdinburgh Courant.

Lectures on the Poetical Literature of the Past Half-Century
L Third Edition, Foolscap Octavo, bs.

k7 .. A delightful volume,—Morning Chronicle.
- Exquisite in its taste and genarous In its criticisms.—Hugh Biller,
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M‘Intosh, Charles.
The Book of the Garden.
Two large Voluines, Royal Octavo, embellished with 1353 Engravings,

Each Volume may be had separately—uypiz,

L ARCHITECTURAL AND ORNAMENTAL.—On the Formatlon
of Garden&—ﬂﬂnﬂtnwtiun, Henting, and Ventilation of Fruit and
FPlant Houses, Pita, Frames, and other Garden Structures, with
Practical Details, THustrated by 1073 Engravings, pp. 778. £2, 10s,

II. PRACTICAL GARDENING, eontains — Directiona for the
Culture of the Kitehen Garden, the Hardy-fruit Gurden, the Forcing
Garden, and Flower Gurden, including Froit and Plant Houses,
with Balect Lista of Vegetables, Fruits, and FPlants, Pp. 868, with
279 Engravings, £1,17s. 6d.

In the conatruction of every kind of building required in a garden, the
** structural ** section of the work wiil be found to contain a large atnount of
information suitable alike for buildings and gardens. Mr M Intosh being
Limself one of the most experienced garden architects of onur tinie, minuta
details nre given, 8o that the expense of even & pit, up to a garden replate
with every necessury erection, Tuny ba at once ascertained, n matter of np
small importunce to gentlemen ahout either 10 form new gardens, or im-
Prove quch as nlready exist. . . . Ounthe whole, this volume on gtructurnl
gardening, butl; in compilation and artisties} execution, deserves our warmaest
comimendation, :

The second volume is of a cultsiral character, and has been got up with
great care and research. It embodies the opinions and practive of the older
writers on Horticultuve, and alao, what is of more importance, the experience
of cur eminent modern gardeners on the suhject, together with the opinions
of our author, who has atudled and practised the art for upwards of half g
cenfury, both in thia country and on the Continent, . , . Wa thers-
foro feel justifled in recommending Mr M‘Intosh’s two sxcellent volumes
to the notice of the pubiie, ~ Gardencrs’ Chronicle,

Oliphant, Laurence. .

‘Russlan Shores of the Black Ses in the Autnmn of 1853,

With a Voyage ﬁuwnithe ¥olga and & Tour through the Country of
the Don Cossacks, Octavo, with Map and other Illustrations, Fourth
Faition, 144,

4.

Minnesota and the Far Wast,
Octavo, Tllustrated with Engravings, 12s. 6d.

It affords us increased knowledge of the extraordinary resonrces which
sBwait the emigrant at the lead of the Great American Waters, andisa
lively forecast of tha proaperity of the Htates just amerging Into exmtence
in the Heart of the Wilderness. Mr Oliphant has foresesn great future
evenis with a cloar eye.-—The Times,
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Oliphant, Mrs.
Katie Stewart: A True Story.

Sacond Edition, Foolseap Qctuvo, with Frontispiece and Vignette, 65,

A singularly characteristic Scottish story, most agreeable to read and
pleasant 10 recollect. The charm lies in the faithful and life-like pictures
it presents of Scouttish character and customs, and manners and modes of
life. — Fait's Maguzine,

The Quiet Heart,
Second Edition, Post Octavo, 10s. 6d,

Wa cannot omit our emphatic tribute to '* The Quiet Heart,” a story
which, with its deep clear insight, its gentle but strengthening sympatlies,
and ita pictures so delicately drawn, hus captivated nuierous readers, and
wiii confer on many a memory a good and plessant influence, —Bxcelsior.

Zzidea: A Romance.
Three Yolumes, Fost Octavo, £1, 11s. &4,

Athelings: or, The Three Gifts.
Thres Yulumes, Post Oetave, £1, 11s. 64,

It is quits charming, The beginning is perfect, and may rank with any
picture of an interior that we know. In ¢ The Athelings” Mrs Oliphant
exercises with the greatest suceess her talent for picture-puinting, 'There
i8 not i stroke or a shade too much or too little, A sweater story tliun
“The Athelivgs,” or one wore beautifully written, we have not seen for many
Blong day. Weplace it u long way ahead of ali Mre Uliphaut's books, even
of ** Adam Greme of Mussgray.' The whole book is touehed with so Light
and yet finn a4 hand that we might extract st random with the surety of
lighting on u good 1hing ¢ but we select, &o.—Giobe.

Page, David, F.G.S.

Introdnctory Text-Book of Geology.

+ With Tllustrations. Third Edition, Crown OQctavo. Pries One
Bhilling and Sixpence, bound in cloth,

0f Iate it has not often been our gond fortune to exaniine a text-bnok on
Seience of which we could €Xpledd an opinion a0 entirely favourabls,—
Atheneum.

Advanced Text-Book of Geology, Descriptive and Indmstrial,

Crown Octavo, with Illustrutions, 5,

Ao admirable book an Geology. It is fram no lnvidious destre to under-
rita other works, it is the simple expression of justive, which esuses va to
assign to Mr Page's “ Advanced Text-Iiaok ™ the very ftirat place among
geological works addressed to students, aut least among tliose which Lave
come before us.  We linve read every word of it, with care and with delight,
never lLesitating as to its menning, never detecting the amission of anything
iemddim in o popular and suevinct exposition of a rich and varied gubject,—-

ader,
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Phillips, Mr Commissioner.

Curran and his Contemporaries,
A Naw Edition, Crown Octavo, 73. 6d,

Certainly one of the most extraordinary pieces of Biography ever prodaced.
» + .« . Nolibrary should be without it,—ZLord Brougham.

Pollok, Robert, A.M,

The Course of Time: A Poem.
Twenty-second Edition, Foolseap Octavo, Va. 6d,

Of deep and hallowed Impress, full of nohle thouzhts and graphie con-
ceptions—the production of & mind alive to the great relationa of being, and
the sublime simplicity of our religion.—Blackwceod's Muaguzine,

The Course of Time. An Illustrated Edition.

The Designs by Birket Poster, John Tenniel, and John R. Clayton.
Fngraved by Edmund Evans, Dalziel Brothers, Graen, &e. In RN
Octavo, boand in cloth, richly gilt, 21a.

At last this superb pnem las received an hanour tno long deferred, of
being presented in a form commensurate with its intringzic value. There
has been no modern poem in the English langunge of the class to which
** The Course of Time* belonga, since Milton wrote, that can be comparod
with it. In the present instance the artistic talents of Messrs Furarer, Clayton,
Tenniel, Evana, Dulziel, Green, and Woods, have Leen emploved in giving
expressian tu the aublimity of the language by equally exquisite flastrations,
all of which are of the highest class. — Bell's Messenger,

St Leonards, The Right Hon. Lord.
A Handy Book on Property law.

Beventh Edition, enlarged, with Index, Crown Octavo, 33, 6d.

Less than 200 pages serve to arm us with the ardinary precautions to
whiclh we showld attend in selling, huving, morieiging, leasing, settiing,
and devistng estutes, We arg informed of our rebitions to our proaperty, to
our wives and childrew, and of our linbilities as trustcea or executura, in a
little book for the millivn, a book which the authior tenders to the profenum
vulgus 88 even cupable of ** beguiting a few hours in n railway carrloge.
o+ .« Iie anthority goes with his work, and makes it more aceeptable than
& work equally good from a writer more obseure.— Times, January 20,

Schiller.

Poems and Ballads.

Translated by Sir Epwarp BuLwEgRr LyrToN, Burt. Second Edition,
Oetuvo, 1i0a, 6d.

The translatichs arg executed with consummate ahility. The technieai
difficulties atrending a task so great snd intricate Lave been mastered or
eluded witha piuwer and patience quite extraordinary 1 and the public is pug
in possession of periiaps the best tranalation of a foreign poet whicl: existg
in our langunge. Indeed, we know of none 80 complete and faithiul,—
Morning Chronicle,

#*
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Smith, William.
Thorndale; or, The Conflict of Opinions.

" Crown Octavo, 10s. 6d. |

This volume is sure sooner or later to have many readers, notwithstanding
it defectn, to which we whall refer., Tho subjects treated of, and the style,
always chasta and Beautiful, aften atiractively qunint, in which they 478
clothed, wilk not fail to secire the attention of the class for whom the work is
avowedly written. . . , ., Tt deals with many of those higher forims of
apeculation characteristic of the cultivated minds of the age,—North British

HKeview, February 1854,

Dramas.
1. Bir WiLLiaM CRICHTON.—2. ATHELWOLD.—3, GUuIpoRrE, 18mo,

23, 64,

A Disconrse on Ethics,
Octavo, 3s, 6d.

Stewart, John, V.S.

Stable Economy. N
A Treatise on the Management of Horses, A New Edition, Feap.

Octavo, €3, 6d.

Advice to Purchasers of Horges.
1swo, Plates, 24, 8d, )

Strickland, Miss Agnes.

Lives of the Queens of Scotland.
LEmbetlistied with Portraits and Historieal ¥ignettes. 8 vols,,
Post Octavo, prico £4, 4a.

Stephens, Henry, F.R.S.E.

The Book of the Farm.

Detailing the Labours of the Farmer, Farm-Steward, Ploughman,
Bheplierd, lledger, Cattie-man, Field-worker, and Dairy-maid, and
forming a safe Monitor for Students in Practical Agriculture, A New
Edition in Two Volumes, Royal Octavo, price £3, handeomnely bound
In cloth, with upwards of Gog Ilustrations,

The best practical book I have ever met with.— Prafessor Johnaton,

We assure agricaltural students that they will derive both pleasure and
protfit from & diligent perusal of this clear directory to raral labour, The
experienced fammer wili perhaps think that Mr Stephens dwells upon some
Tuatiera too simple or too trite to need explanation ; but we regard this asa
fault leaning to virtue's side in an imstructional book, The young are often
ashared to ask for an explanation of simple things, and are too often dis-
couraged by an indolent or supercilions teachey i they do, But Mr Stephena
entirely eacapes thia error, for he indicates every step the young farmer should
toke, nnd, one by one, explains their several bearings, . . . . W& have
thoroughly examined these volumes ; Lut to give a full notiee of their varied
and valuable contents would oecupy 8 larger space than we can conveniently
devote to their discussion s we therefore, in general terms, commend thern

to the careful atudy of €very young man who wishes to beconie a good prac-
tical farmer,—Timea,
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Stephens, Henry, F.R.S.E.

The Book of Farm Implements and Machines,
By Jasres Svigur, and Rosriy Scort Bury, FEnglneers, Edited hy
NEXRY STRPHENS, F.R.8.E,, Author of ** The Book of tha Farm "
&e. Tllustrated with Right ITundred and Seventy-six Engravings,
In One Yolume large Octavo, uniform with the “ Book of the Farm.”
Half bound, £2, 2,

Catechism of Practieal Agriculture.

With Numerous Ilustrationa, Crawn Octavo. A new Edition, 1a,

We feel perfectly assured that this Catechism is precisely tha thing which
at this moment ia wanted in every rural and Natlonal 8choo] in England.—
Notts Quardian.

Yester Deep Land-Cultare.
Being a Detailed A ccount of the methed of Cultivation which hag Leen
guecessfully practised for sovers] years by the Marquess of Tweeddale
at Yester. In Smal] Octavo, with Engravings on Wood, 43, 84,

Tales from “ Blackwood.”

In Monthly Numbers, price Sixpence; and in Quarterly Volumes,
price One 8Lilling and Sixpenece. '

Tulloch, The Rev. Principal.

Theism: The Witness of Reason and Nature to an All-Wiaee
and Beneficent Creator,
In One Volume Octavo, 108, 6.

Dr Tullseh’s Essry, in its masterly staternent of the regyl nature and
diffienlties of the subject, its logical exnctness in diatinm:ishing the illustrative
from the sugzestive, i8 lucid arrangement of thae argument, its simplicity of
eXpreseion, is quite uncqualled hy any?-mrk we have seen on the Bubject, —
Christian Remembrancer, J anuary 1857,

Leaders of the Refurmatiun—-Luther, Calvin, Latimer, Enox,
Crown Octavo, bs.

Warren, Samuel, D.C.L.

Works.
A Cheap Edition, 5 Vols. Crown Octavo, price 24s,

Diary of a Late Physician.
2 Yols. Foolacap, 121, Cheap Edition, in One Yolumae, 63, 64,

Ten Thousand a-Year,
3 Vols, Faolseap, 18s. (hen p Edition, in Twao Yolumes, s,

Now and Then. Foolseap, 63, Cheap Edition, 21, 6d.

Essays, Critical, Imaginative, and Juridieal,
2 Vols, Post Octave, O4s, Cheap Edition, in One ¥olame, ba,

Inﬂy and Bee. Fﬂﬂluﬂﬂ.p, B, Cheaap Edition, 23, '
Intéllectnal and Moral Development, 1s, 6d.
Duties of Attorneys. Foolseap, 9,
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Wﬂgonr ' J 'Dhn!

Professor of Mornd Philosophy and Political Economy in the Univer.
ity of Edinburgh, -

Works,

Edited by his Son-in-Law, Profassor FERRIER, ]9 Volumes, Crawn
Octavn, £83, 12a,

Noctes Ambrosianm.
Volumes, Crown Octavo, 24s.

Essays: Critlcal and Imaginative.

4 Volumes, Crown Octavo, 24s,

Reacreations of Christopher North.

2 Volumes, Crown Octavo, 12s,

Tales.
Viz.—T.10nTs AND SHADOWS OF ScoTTIsH LivE—MaARGARET LYND.
8AY—THE Forgsters, Complete in One ¥Yolunie, 64,

Poems,
A New and Complete Edition, in One Volume, 6s,

Portrait of Professor Wilson
Ay Christopher in his 8porting Jacket," by Duncan. #£1, 1a,

White, Rev. James,

The Eighteen Christian Canturies,
Tost. Octavo, Ts, 6d, A New Editiin, with Index.

An invalnable mannal alike to the old and younyg reader, , |, | |
It may witic justice to Mr Whites industry aucd sagacity he aaid, that no event,
however rennate, has heen omitted that has any bearing on the general histo
of Christondor frotn the tirst 4.D. to the close of the last centiry,.—T%e Globe,

The History of France from the Earliest Times to the
Year 1848,

Post Ewo, Os,

Weiss, Charles,

Professor of Wistory at the Lyede Buonapartd.

History of the French Protestant Refugees.
Translated by F. HArRDMAN, BEsg.  In Octavo, price 14,

We have risen from the perusal of Mr Weise's hook with felings of extremea
gratitication.  The period embraced by this work includes the most heart-
stirring times of the eventful History of Protestantism, and ia of BUrpassing
intervat.—Hritannia,
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CHEAP EDITIONS OF POPULAR WORKS.

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS (QF SCOTTISH LIFE,
Fouolscap 8vo, 28, 6d.

THE TRIALS OF MARGARET LYNDSAY.

By the Author ot *Lights and Shadows of Scottish Life. Fcap 8vo,
23, ful,

THE FORESTERS,

By the Author of “ Lights and Shedows of Scottish Life" Fcap 8vo,
2s, fid.

TOM CRINGLES 1.0G,
Complete in One Volume, Foolacap 8vo, 83, ad.

THE CRUISE OF THE MIDGE.

By the Authur of “*Tom Cringle's Log.” In Oue Volume, Foglacap svo,
34, 0d,

TIHE LIFE OF MANSIE WAUCH, TAILOR IN DALKEITH,
Foolscap 8vo, 21, 6d, o

THE SUBALTERN..
By the Author of * The Chelsea Pensioncra,” Foolseap Svo, 25, fd,

PENINSULAR SCENES AND SEETCHESR,
By the Author of * The Stndent of Salamanca,” Foolscap Bvo, 2, 6Q.

NIGHTS AT MESS, SIR FRIZZLE PUMPEIN, & OTHER TALES,
¥oolscap 8vo, 2s, ﬂd .

THE YOUTH AND MANHOOD OF CYRIL THORNTON.
By the Author of % Men and Manners n Anerica.” Feap 8vo, 38, éd.

VALERIUS, A ROMAN STORY.
Foolscap $vo, 28.-8d,

BEGINALD DALTON.
By the Author of * Valerius.” Foolscap 8vo, 3a. 8d.
SOME TPASSAGES IN THE ILIFE OF ADAM BLAIR, AND

HISTORY OF MATVTHEW WALD. .
By the Auttior of ** Valerius,” ¥Foolseap 8vo, 33. 6d.

A.NHALE OF THE PARISII, AND AYRSHIRE LEGATEES,
Byd ORN GALT. Foolscap Hvu, 8s. 6d.

SIR ANDREW WYLIE,
By Jorx GanT. Foolacap 8vo, 83, 8d

THE PROVOST, AND OTHER TALES.
By Jorx G.A.LT Foolscap 8vo, 3a, 8.

THE ENTAIL.
By Joax Gaur. Foolacap 8vo, 3s, ol

LIFE IN THE FAR WEST,
By . F. luxron. A New Edition. Foolscap 8vo, 4a.

& Aithe prices above mentioned the Books are in Paper Covers.
In Cloth the Price is 6d. per Vol. extra.



