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‘For myself and for my friend Duckinarunjun Movkerjea, 1 make
answer before these witnesses, that we accept the gift and assurance
of this land according to the form and tenure of this same deed :
and further for myself I promise and undertake in the presence of
this company, that, if life and ability be granted to me, I will build
upon this spot a school for the education of Hindu girls, which with
the blessings of God: 1 trust may be destined hereafter to produce
effects worthily entitling it to have a name in the annals of the land.

‘It is probable, Sir, that there are many persons present who do
not know that the ceremony through which we have just gone, for
giving us the ownership of this land, is the most ancient and honorable
lorm of conveyance of land known to the English law. It has been
telected on  this occasion, not merely for that reason, not merely
because of the remarkable analogy which it bears to the simple forms
that have been jmmemorially used in Eastern countries, but also, and
especially, because it has given me an opportunity of publicly
associating with myself, and now enables me openly to proclaim my
gratitude to, the enlightened man who stands near me to whom jointly
with myself. the land has been conveyed. Duckinarunjun Mookerjea
was an ulter stranger to me : 1 had never before heard his name,
when he introduced himself to me a year and a Lalf ago, for the
purpose of letting me know that he had heard of my intention of
founding a female school for the benefit of his country : that he could
not hear the thought that it should be said hereafter of his countrymen
that they had all stood idly looking on, without offering any help in
furtherance of the good work : and in short ‘Without further preface,
that he was the proprietor of a piece of eround in Calcutta, valued,
as- 1 have since learned, at about twelve thousand rupees, which he
placed freely and unconditionally at my disposal for the use of the
school. It was a noble gift, and nobly given. 1 subsequently was
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enabled to possess myself of sumne adjoining shps of land, until at
. last we became proprietors of the whole of that which by the munificent
Liberality of the Government of Bengal, exercised, ds I was in sub-
stance told, in the letter announcing their decision, expressly to testify
their approval of my design, we were permitted to exchange for this
more valuable and far more eligible site on which we are now ‘met.
It is due tﬂ/ Duckinarunjun Mookerjea that his name should be had
in perpetual remembrance in connexion with the foundation of the

school. -
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‘One of the most influential natives of Calcuita, Debendranath
Tagore, has added his own daughter to the long list of eighty female
children already receiving instruction in this Institution, and the Raja
Kali Krishna Bahadur, who occupies the most prominent position in
Hindu Society in the metropolis has accepted the office of its president.’
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83. The importance of female education in India can not be
over estimated; and we have observed with pleasure the evidence which
18 now afforded. of an increased desire on the part of many of the
natives of India to give a good education to their daughters. By this
means a far greater proportional impulse is imported to the educational
and nioral tone of the people than by the education of men. We have
already observed that schools for females are incinded among those
to which greater in in-aid may be given; and we cannot refrain from
expressing our cordial sympathy with the efforts which are being made
in this direction.; Our “Governor-General in Conuncil has declared,

a communication to the Government of Bengal, that the Govemment
ought to give the nalive female education in India its frank and cordial
support; in this we heartily concur, and we especially approve of the
bestowed of marks of honour upon such native gentlemen as Rao
Pahadur Maganbhai Karramchand, who devoted 20,000 rupees to the
foundation of two native female schools in Ahmedabad, as by such
means our desire for the extension of female education becomes

generally known.’
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~" Central School
FOR THE
EpucatioNn oF NATIVE FEMALES,
FOUNDED BY SOCIETY OF LADIES,
| WHICH
WAS ESTABLISHED ON MarcH 25, 1824,
 PATRONESS :
Tue Ricur Hox. LApy AMHERST.
GEorceE BaLLARD, EsQ., TREASURER.
. Mgs.HaxNA ELLERTON, SECRETARY.
Mrs, Mary ANN WILSON, SUPERINTENDENT.
' THIS WORK WAS GREATLY ASSISTED BY A LIBERAL
DONATION OF SicCaA RUPEEs 20,000
rroM RaJAm BowoniutH Roy BAHADUR.
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IN THE REIGN OF

Her Mosr Gracious Majesty
VICTORIA,
THE FOUNDATION STONE
OF THE
Hinou FEMALE SCHOOL
IN
CORNWALLIS SQUARE CALCUITA,
was LAID wiTH Masonic HoNours
BY

Major GENERAL THE HONOURABLE SIR JOoHN
HuntEr LITTLER, G.C.B.,
DeEruTY GOVERNOR OF BENGAL
ASSISTED BY
THE OrriciaTiING DEPUTY GRAND
MASTER OF BENGAL,
SUPPORTED BY A NUMEROUS AND RESPECTABLE
CONVOCATION OF THE CRAFT
AND A LARGE ASSEMBLY OF THE
INHABITANTS OoF (CALCUTTA,
ON WeDNESDAY THE SIXTR DAY oF NOVEMBER,
A.D., mpcecL. A.L. vbcccL.
Wisdom exalteth her children, and layeth hold of them that seek
her : he that loveth her loveth life, and they that seek to her
early shall be filled with joy.—FEcclesiasticus, IV, 11, 12.¢ ¢
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PRESENTED BY
T Honorasit J. E. D. BETHUNE oF BALFOUR,
MeMBER oF THE SurPREME CounciL OoF Inpia :

AND PRrESmENT OF THE COUNCIL OF
EDUCATION,
To
MaJor GENERAL
Tae HonorRaBLE SIr JoHN Hunter Lrrriem, G.C.B.,
DepUTY GOVERNOR OF BENCAL.

Being the Trowel used in laying
Tae FOUNDATION STONE
OF THE

Hinda Female School

A.D. wmpcecL, 6th Nov. A.L. vocccr.

Who con find a virtuous woman ? For her price is far above
rubies. She openeth her mouth with wisdom : and in her
tongue is the Law of Kindness, Her children arise up and
call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.

—Proy. xxxi, 10, 26, 28.
1On the Reverse]
Elevation of the Building with Masonic emblems.¢3
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Unpublished. v
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% Lushington, op. cit. bt
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ye  The Government Gazette. Quoted in The Asiatic Journal

(London) for January 1829: Asiatic Intelligence, Calcutta,
p. 89.
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3y Ibid. for June 1845.
as  1bid, for February 1840: “Ladies’ Society’s Schools,” p. 101.
yo The Friend of India, April 28, 1852.
x8  Missionary Intelligence for January 1827,
x¢ Ibid. for February, 1828.
st The Calcutta Christian Observer for April 1833.
‘59 The Life and Times of Carey, Marshman and Ward, etc.,
Vol. II, p. 303.
st  Missionary Intelligence for February, 1828.
xy  First Report on the State of Education in Bengal by W. Adam,
p. 18. Calcutta University.
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Female Education.” |
oy Native Female Education by K. M. Banerjea, pp. 114-5.
wy The Calcutta Christian Observer for March, 1840.
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w§ The Calcutta Christian Observer for April, 1840.

w ¢ Report of the General Committee of Public Instruction, etc.,
for 1842-43 (Hindoo College Annual Report for 1842.
Appendix K., p. Ixxiii).



o

o9

ot
oD

80
83
8

89

88
Be
8%

89
4
8a

¢o

"

LRy ae

The Friend of India, May 15, 1845.

General Report of the Committee of Public Instruction, etc.,
from 1st May, 1848 to 1lst October, 1849, p. xxx.

A Biographical Sketch of David Hare, pp. 107-9.

a6 StagiNE @Y QYA A& | Cf. Beginnings of Modern

Educalion in Bengal: Women's Education, Appendix,
7. 0.
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The Bengal Hurkaru and India Gazeite, November 9, 1850.

Beginnings of Modern Education in Bengal : Women's Educa-
tion, Appendix, pp. 69, 70.

Journal of the Asiatic Seciety of Bengal, N.S. XXHI, 1927,
No. 3 : “Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar as a Promoter of Female
Education of Bengal,” by Brajendranath Banerjee.
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Selections from Educational Records, Part II, by J. A. Richie,
p. 61.
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Beginnings of Modern Education in Bengal + Women's Educa-
tion, p. 24.

The Bengal Hurkaru and India Gazette, November 8, 1850.
1bid.



