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PREFACE.

Haviye had an experience of over twenty years in India,
and America, planting and manufacturing tobacco, ] am
induced by several native friends to get up this little book,
with the hope it may induce the native planters to try, and
emulate the Tobacco Planters and Cigar Makers of other
countries. R - |

That it may be more explicib, I give the following in the
form of a dialogue. . | ’

In offering it to the ryots of Southern Indis, I make no
excuses, a8 L only aim to place before them the method
adopted by the Tobacco Planters of America, who grow
and cure tobacco, famed all over the worid. There are
two ways of doing every thing, the right and wrong, in this
caso, the right way will be found the easiest. -

Sincerely hoping my efforts to induce you, to impruve.
your method of cultivating and curing tobacco, a8 well as
making cigars may be successiul. -

1 am, your friend,

TrE AUTHOR.
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PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING
| oF TOBACGGO.

TuAr o prejudice exists in favor of the old primitive
method of cultivation cannot be denied, but 1t wiil be Been
from the following conversation, that several mtelligent
men amongst the planters are willing to adopt, the best
method of cultivation if it can be taught to them, which I

will endeavour to do.

Ramasawmy Naidoo—~Good morning Mr. myself
and friend here, Moonoosawmy Mudali, have come to see
you, knowing you take great interest in the caltivation of
the tobacco plant in India, and hoping you will kindly give
- us the benefit of your experience in planting tobacco as well
as cigar-making. We have seen one of your letters pub-.
Iished in a Madras paper, and were very much pleased with
it. We must own that heretofore we have not tried to

'. cultwate tobacco, nor cure it prﬂperly, but hope to do so
tha future.

‘ _Author.—lt will give me great pleasure to impart to you
my experience in planting tobacco and curing it, as well
- a8 my knowledge of cigar-making.

Ramusuwmy Nardoo.~Do youn think the chmate and 3011

of Southern India are as favorable as those of America for
“the cultivation of tobacco ?
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6 PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBACOCO,

Author.—Since my residence in India, I have considered
that your soil, if properly worked, would produce as good
tobacco ac any in the world; in fact, better tobacco for
cigar-making than America,. where there are only some
three or four States capable of producing tobacco fit for
cigar fillers whilst nearly all the tobacco used forthe wrapper -
(cuter leaf) must come from Cuba, or the West India
Islands. Your climate i1s all that can be desired, for you
have not to contend against frost and snow which generally
comes on about the time the American farmer has cut hLisg
tobacco. Neither have you to resort to artificial means to
cure your tobacco, whereas the American planter is obliged,
in many instances to cure his tobaceo by fire. Fire cured
tobacco 18 never equal to sun cured, either m taste or
fragrance, as fire tmparts a very bitter pungent taste to all
tobacco so cured. So all you have to look to 1s, plenty of
water for irrigation purposes, and work your ground as
those do in other countries, and then you may expect to
have as good crops of tobacco, and other cereal grains.

Moonoosawmy Moodliar.—Does not the Negro of America
do a large amount of farm labour, and are our coolies as
well able to work as they are, and use the same tools.as the
Negro ?

Author.—~Whether your coolies are able to do as much
work as the negroes I will not say, But this much I do say, -
the Nogro actually does fen times as much work, in every
way as your cooly, and receives for his labour ten times as
much money as your cooly does. As for the tools used by
the Negro, if you come with me I will show you the tools
1 work with, which are similar to those used in America,
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7  PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBACCO.

- Moonogosawmy Moodliar.~—Please wait a moment, I wish to
ask you & few other questions first. Are the coolies in this
country as intelligent as the Negro ? Kindly pownt out all the -
differences between them ? .

Author.—Rost assured that your peoplo are far superior
in mental capacity and intelligence than the Negro; bus
they do mnot work as the Negro does; the Negro 13 a meat,
bread and vegotable eater, and I snppose is stronger and
more able to work than your cooly. I have not time to-day
to answer your guestions in detail as I would wish, buf if
you call on me another time, I will be happy to do so. Let us
now go and see my nursery beds for tobacco plants and |
English vegetables—and I particnlarly wish you to notice
the two tools I will show you the rake and hoe. I have
some beds to smoothen over, so I will take the rake and sei
a cooly to do one his own way, tho 1ssue, shall be the proof
as to which way 18 the best, mine with the rake, or the
coolies with hig fingers. |

Ramasawmy Naidoo.—Well Sir, myself and {frienc
Moodlierare delighted that we have come tosee you to-day, and
thank you forshowing us your nursery beds and tools. The -
heds are very different from any we ever saw before; the
" geed 18 growing better, and the look of every thing 1s better
than our old fashioned way. And no one who once sees
the work done with the rake, but must admit, it 1s the tool
‘to use, and not the fingers. Why, you raked over thres beds
while the cooly was doing one with his fingers. Pleasc
explsin to us your method of cultivating your seed beds,
and your reason for sowing in long narrow raiged beds
instead of the flat ones we have heretofore used ?
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3 . PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBALCO-

Author.—1 first had the ground twice ploughed and all -
the lumps of clay well broken, then I covered the ground -
woll all cver with bwrné wood-ashes, and had it weil worked
in with the mamoty. It wasiben raked over tolevel it, and
10 mako the ground as fine as possible. I then with a ling
had tho beds marked off, and had thew thrown up, as you
remark, into long narrow beds, for several reasons: - :

- 1st.~Shounld we have much rain, ﬂ; wa.tei' w_ﬂl not lis on
the beds to injure the plants. o

~ 9nd.In watering the plants, the cooly does not walk on
the plants, but between the beds, snd in weeding and thin-
ning the planis, you run no danger of breaking your plants,
which yon would in broad beds;. and again, I consider the |
Jook of tho bed. Do not allow your coolies to earelessly pour
the water on the plants, for the weight of water failing on
the young plants, will surely break them. I use a watoring
pot, see that your plants do not get too much water; moderate
watering is always best. I have a shade over my plants, but
Y only nse it & few bours daily, say from 10 d’clock am.
antil- 8 o’clock-7.®.  If you keep your plants continually
~ shaded, you cannob expect good strong healthy plants, for
-~ plants require light and air, just a8 muach ag wo do; end as
soon as my plants are a little strong, I will discard the use
of tho shade altogether. You should constantly (every
" morning) look at your plants to see that the y or bug does
not get amongst them, should they, immediately scatter
lightly over the plants wood-ashes, or puf in the water &
handful of lime, one of sulphur and one or two handsful of
- -ashes, and water with this. When the plants are about one

F-'\.
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9 PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBACCO.

inch high, scatter ashes over them whether.the fly appears
or not. Remember the more care and attention you bestow
on your plant bed, the more reason you will have to expect
a good crop of tobatco hereafter. The reason I advise the
ugse of the hoe ig, you can do much more work with i, than
with the mamoty, you see it 18 a much lighter tool, and has
o handle five feet long, so your cooly can stand to
his work and not tire himself by keeping in & stooping
position all day. It is not however a tool to dig with, but
after your ground 1s once dug, you can do all further work
with it, that yod now do with the mamoty, and better. The
American Negro always uses it and remember 1 told you,
he does ten times as much work a8 your cooly does. _
Moonoosarwmy Moodliar.—Do you prepare your groun

for your tobacco plants in the same way as you do for the
seed beds? Do you again use wood-ashes, or what other
manure do yon recommend ¥ o

" Author.—As soon a8 possible after the seed 1s sown, you
shonld give your ground a thorough good plonghing, lei 1t
lie so for a week, it will then be subject to atmospheric
“influence, and the large clods or lumps of clay will more
“ensily pulverize, then, again cross plough 1t, and harrow it
across, and again across several times, so that you will gel
:t an lovel and fine as possible. If you have 1o harrow,
" take a large branch of a tree, and tie several heavy stones
on it, and drag it over your ground, this will answer for a
parrow very well. "All the weeds and refuse you collect,
hurn and seatter over your field. Of course if your ground
be poor, you will want manure ; you Can buy good manure
~ i 11 the towns at annas four per load, the American farmer

-
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16 PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBACCO,

has to pay 75 cents. to $ 14%% which eanals Rupees 1-8
to Rupees 2 per load. If yon would use mnight-soil, mix
it with five parts good common earth and plough 1t 1n well,
you would find your crop greatly benefited by its use. The
Japanese farmer prefers night-soil to any other manure, and
says it 18 the very best. But remember, you are not, becauss

you use other manure, to forget that tobacco cannot do
without an amount of salts, which you will find more in

wood-ashes than in any other manure, therefore nse wood-
ashes freely. When your plants are ready for setting out,
lay off your ground evenly in straight rows with a plough,
two-and-half feet apart, then run your rows across the same
distance, and at each intersection set a plant. You will
thus have nice even rows every way, and the air can pass
through and aronnd your plants, and there will be plenty oi
room for your.coolies to walk through the rowas without
injury to the plants ; when the plants are two-and-a-half, or
three inches high ; set them out, and do so in the evenming
and cover them from the sun for a few days until they have
rooted, but do not exclude the air. Be sure that you keep
all woeds out of your tobaceo.

~ Moonoosawmy Moodliar.—How many leaves do you advise
that we allow to remain on each plant, when should we top
it, and should we allow the bottom leaf to remain on, ornot ?

Avthor.—J would leave as many leaves on the stalk asif
will bear; if it be a bhealthy one, and wwhen the blossom
appears, top it and then nip off all the suckers as they
appear, and allow no more leaves to. grow. By allowing
the bottora leaf to remain, you save the second one from
contact with the ground, and you are not cbliged to lose the
bottom leaves, you can cut and cure them by themselves.

~
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11  PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBACCO.

Moonoosawmy Moodliar—When do yom consider ‘the
“tobacco fit for cutting ¥ -

Author.—When the tobacco changes its color from a deep
green to a slight shade of yellow, the edges of the leaf will
slightly droop, and the stalk will become more brittle, or
small spots may appear. on the leaf. Then you msy cul it.

Moonoosawmy Moodliar.—Of course when you eut the
stalks you throw them in heaps on the ground. How long

should it remain there ?

 Author.—Of course I do ro such thing as throw the stalks
in the ground, nor will you, 1f you want good, sound clean
tobacco. I will give you precisely the American plan of cat-
ting and curing tobacco, and as it differs from yours, you had
botter note it down. First, let aman go along and stnip off
a1l the bottom leaves, these yon may throw on the ground, a
second man or boy, or boys come along and tie the leaves
into bundles which are hung up and cured by themselves.
When the bottom leaves are all hung up, comwence cub-
§ing; let the cutter be accompanied by several boys and
a clean cart, as fast as the stalks are cut, place them across
thé boys’ arms, and let him carry them to the cart antd put
them there, when the cart is loaded, take it at once to your
drying ground, where you will tie évery two stalks together,
and hang them on a bamboo to. dry, taking care, not to
hang them too elosely together. I would prefer to have an
open shed to hang the tobacco under, so that the great
heat of your Indian sun will not dry the tobacco too

quickly. But remember, the air must have free access to
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- 12 PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBACCO.

your tobacco whilst curing, through it and all around it.
And be sure you do not cub more tobacco any day than |
you can essily hang up the same evening. o

Moonoosawmy Moodliar.—Pleage give us your reasons for
not throwing the tobacco on the ground, it has always
been our custom heretofore to do so, and let it remain
there for at least twenty-four hours,

Author.—Tobacco should not be thrown on the ground,
because rain. might fall on and spoil it, because, sand or
- clay would surely stick to it; and for the reason thab it
wonld become spotted and discoloured, and fermented, |
after which you could not cure it as evenly or nicely as if
you hung it up at once on poles under a shed. After once
hanging up your tobacco, try and do not let any rain fall
on it, but I have no objectiorn to a slight dew falling on 1t,
as I believe the dew every night helps to cure it and
improves its fragrance. Do not take it down until about
half-cured or until the stem is well shrunk and pretty dry.
Then strip the leaves from the stalks and tie them into nice
handy bundles of one-and-a-half or two pounds each. Then
on a platform six or eight inches above the floor pack your
tobacco in bundles nicely and evenly three-and-a-half or four
feet high, cover them with mats orbags, and put heavy stones
on them. You should now watch your tebacco closely, at
least every day look at it, and run your hand into it abont
* the centre to see that it does not heat; should it get at all hot,
take it down from the heap at once, and spread it loosely

on the floor in a cool place until it becomes perfectly cooled
throughout. But if you attend to it properly, and turn it

frequently, there is no reason to fear it will heat. The
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more frequently you turn it, the better cured will be your
tobacco, the better and sweeter will be 1ts flavour and taste
and the mors uniform its colour. Turn and press it nntil
you have a fine rich brown colour, and it becomes firm and
pliable to the feel. You shonld not forget your first leaves
(primings) but treat them precisely the same way as your
good tobacco, and if you shake them every time you handle
them, you will get very nearly all the sand out of them, and
perhaps, they may bring you as good & price as the besf
tobacco you have. e
" Moonoosawmy Moodliar.—Should not the tobacco be clas-
sified into 1st and 2nd sorts ? | C |
. Author.—Most certainly, you should put the several
grades to themselves, and not mix poor short tobacco, 1n
the same bundle with good long wrapper tobacco, it will
slgo sell better if you so clasmfy it. | |

Moonoosewmy Moodliar.~—Does not the stalk left in the
ground, produce second leaves and good tobacco ?.

Author.—Not in America, as I before told you, the pest
comes on a8 soon as the tobsecco is cut, and kills all further
vegetation ; but I believe in this country yon can get very
fair tobacco, and a good quantity for second crop.

Mooncosawmay Moodliar ~—Well, Sir, I will trouble you with
but one question more, and I thank you very much for your
kindness in answering all my questions at such length,
and for your explicit explanations on every point, and 1 will
certainly try and adopt your method in the futinre, and will
make my coolies use fhe hoe and the rake. How many
pounds of tobacco do you consider that an acre of ground
should prodnce ? | |

(10
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14 PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBACCO.

Author.—1n this country from 800 to 1,500 pounds, but

this will entirely depend on the manner of cultivating your

ground. ‘Remember, that scratching it with a plough. three

or four inches deep is not ploughing it. At least leb it be

ploughed eight or nine inches deep and the produce will
amply repay you.

" Moonoosawmy Moodliar.—I have no more guestions, and

again thank you very much.

Author.—There are several defects in your method of
eultivation which I will point out to you before we part.
In the first place, your people pay very little attention to
drainage, and I often see after heavy rain, the whole crop
14 under water and remains go for seversl days, this could be
easily obviated, if you would run a few deep drains through
your fields, and smaller ones leading into the large ones,
this would carry off all the water. Agam, your people go.
“on year after year merely scratching the ground a few
inches, four at most, in this, year after year yon put your
erop, whilst the ground under is as hard as a rock, where
all your wealth remains; if yon want & good crop, you must
either dig or plough it at least eight inches deep; if you
cannot plongh sodeep, let the coolies dig it with the mamoty,
or better still with a spade, they would soon become -
accustomed to its use and find it easier than a mamoty to
work with. You will then give your planis something to 3
live on. Again, you manure very sparingly, and year atter
~year you draw on your ground for that substance so neces- :
sary to tho life of your plants, and you give but little back. ;
Do you not know that manure is food for your plant, aﬂ:’-
well as the plant is food for yourself, Neither can dﬂi

: V-
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15 PLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBACCO.

without sustenance. You take every thing onb of your |
ground, food for yourseli and family, as well as your caftle, -
therefore -be generous, and pay it back in the shape of
<ufficient manuring, Your people are also very carelessin
the way of watering. All your beds are below the level,
and upon those you throw water, without caring, whether
1t is the delicate tobaceo plant, or the coarser paddy. Yon
1o water ab all fimes of the day ; when you water in the
morning and during the heat of the day, the water quickly
evaporates and soon hardens the surface, whereas, 1f you
water i the evening, the water has several hours to perco-
1ate to the roots of the plants. Watering is always best
in moderation. . | :
Moonoosarwmy Moodliar.—All you say iz quite true, but
you must recollect that our people are very ignoranf, but

will doubtless, if the facts are placed betore them, adopt the
proper method. S

' Ramasawmy Naidoo.—You have given my friend Moodhar
so much good advice, that 1 hope yon will kindly point ont
t me the defects in our method of manufacturing cigars,
and why complaints are made against our cigars seunt tc
England 7 |
Author.—If I speak plainly to you, you ‘must not feel
offended. Your system is fall of defects, which I will point
out to you, and hope you may profit by it. In the first
place you seem not to care for, or pay any attention o
punctuslity ; & party, for instance, orders 20,000 cigars,
and you receive an advance thereon, and promise to have

them ready against a certain day. They are never ready in
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16 PLANTING AND MANUFACGTURING OF TOBACCO.

time, and gain you seldom give the same cigars as you
sold by sample, a few bundles on the top of the box may
be the same, but generally the box is filled with cigars
made from very inferior tobacco, and badly made. "You
allow your cigar-makers to wet the fillers, and to make up
the wet fillers into cigars, and as soon as the cigars are
made, you tie up the wet cigars into bundles without dry-
ing them ; of course, this preserves the weight, but what is
the consequences ; your wet filler soon ferments and becomes
mouldy, and the smoker gets a nasty bitter oigar, making
g gurgling, sucking sound like that of a dirty pipe. Agan,
you allow your cooles to use dirty lumpy sour paste, into
which they generally dip tho tip end of the cigar and roll
it in with their fingers, this makes the cigar look nasty
snd dirty, and always give a sour taste. If you want cigars
like America or Cuba, first, be careful in the selection of
~your leaf tobacco, particularly that for the wrapper, and,
if possible, make your workmen cnb it between tho fibres
instead of across it, thus you will have 2 nice smooth cigar
-~ withont the unsightly vein running through it. Second,
see that the ecoolies dry the fillers before they work them,
and sco that they do not roll the tip end of the ecigar too
tightly. Do not allow your men to dip the end of the cigar
~ in paste, it is not reguired and ruins the look of tho eigar.
See that you have fresh paste made every day, and that it
be made smoothly from nice: clean flour. Third, dry
yonr cigars ir the sun for two or three hours, and cool
" them in the shade—then tie them np in bundles and pack

them away as you please, in large boxzes. but do not allow
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17 . pLANTING AND MANUFACTURING OF TOBACCO.

the bottom of the box to stand on the ground. The air
should pass beneath. Lastly, attend to your business
yourself, and do not depend on a maistry to do it for you.
Do this, and see if your cigars be mot improved ana sell

better.

Moonoosawmy Moodliar and Ramasawmy Naidoo.—Really

Sir, we consider we are well repaid for coming to you to-day,
and we will do all in our power to follow your instructions,

and we think you would do our poor ryots and coolies &
great service if you would print your experience in. book-

form, and have it distributed through the people.

Author—T will try and do so, and hope it may be, us
you say, & benefit to the people.

\\ 2
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« PORTER’S TROPICAL AGRICULTURIST”:

TOBACCO.

Nicotiana. A genus of plants of the order Monogynia,
belonging to the Pentandria class, and in the natural
method ranking under the 28th order Luride,

TEERE are seven species of the tobacco plant, of which the
Nicotiana Tabacum or common tobacco is the only one which
it is necessary to notice. Two varieties of this species are
cnltivated. These are distingunished by the names of
Oronoco, and sweet-scented tobacco, and they differ from
each other outwardly only in the form of their leaves, thuse
of the sweet-scented variety being shorter and broader than
the other. They are annual herbaceous plants, rising with
strong erect stems to the height of from six to nine feet,
their foliage being fine and handsome. When full grown,
the stalk near to the root frequently attains a size greaber
than an inch in dismeter ; it is surrounded by a hairy,
clammy substance of a greenish yeilow colour. The
leaves, which are of a hght green, grow alternately at inter-
vals of two or three inches on the stalk ; they are oblong
and spear-shaped ; those lowest on the stalk are about twenty "
inches long, and they decrease in size 88 they ascend,
the top leaves being only ten inches long, and five broad. :
The young leaves, when about six inches long, are of a

!
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~, deep green colotr, aud rather smooth ; but as they approach
- maturity, they assume a yellowish tini and have = rougher
surface. The flowers grow in clusters from the oxtremities
of the stalks; they aro yellow externally, and of a delicate
red within ; the edges, when they are full blown, rather.
wclining to purple. These flowers are suceseded by kidney-
shaped capsuies of g brown colour, each one of which con-
talns about 1000 seeds, so that the whole produce of a plant

- has been sometimes estimated at 350,000 seeds.

: . The plant was first discovered by the Spaniards in America,
“about the year 1560, and being sent to Spain first from
. Tabaco in Yucatan, took thence the name by which it is now
- 80 generally known. Its more botanical designation ig
* derived from Jean N icot, Lord of Villemain, who was ambag-
sador from France to Portugal about the time when this
- produce was first brought to Furope, and conveyed the
_plant to kis own country. Sir Walter Raleigh is generally
. reputed to have first introduced it into use, i Engiland, in
‘the year 1285, ' '

It has been very generally held that tobacco i indigenous
<50 Virginia, because Thomas Harriot, who was sent to that
country by Raleigh at the time just mentioned, found the
" plant then cultivated and in use among the Indian popu.

lation, Some persons who have investigated the subject,
acline nevertheless to the contrary opinion, and beliove
that the plant is not native to North America ; but gradually
found its way thithor from South America, through the
- altimate agoucy of some migratory tribes of Tlascalans, who
~are sard to have crossed to the eastward of the Mississippi
about the time of the conquest of Mexico by Cortez. In

\2\
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“support of this opinion, Mr. Tatham, who resided during

thirty years in the tobacco-growing districts of North

" America; and was much in the then unsettled parts of the

country, declares that he never once met with any tobacco
growing wild in the woods, although he often found a few
plants springing up spontanecusly about the grounds of
deserted habitations, and where most probably it had once
been cultivated. - "

Tobacco is, perhaps, an object of more general use than
any one other production of the vegetable kingdom ; and if
we consider that in no sense can it be classed among articles
necessary for human subsistence, this fact is calculated to
excite our surprise a8 well as interest.  The love of tobacco
is evidently an acquired taste ; yet it is one so easily and -
universally acquired, that this weed forms a lnxury which
is enjoyed in common by the African negro, the unclothed

- and houseless wanderer of Australia—the hardy American

Indian—the slothful Asiatic, and every class of people
throughout the more polished countries of Europe.

~ The great bulk of the tobacco which enters into the com-

merce of the last-mentioned portion of the world, is grown
in the United States of America, and of these states .
Virginia is the one where it was long most extensively pro- -'
duced. The processes followed for its cultivation and pre-
paration in that quarter, are so similar in" their details to
the methods pursued in most other countries, that if a -'
description be given of the plans of the Virginian farmers, -

it will not be necessary to enter upon the like explanations .

with regard to the operations of any other tobacco growers.

Lt
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The colonization of Virginia was effected under 2, royal
- charter granted by James the First, in the year 1606, but
1t does not appear that the settlers gave their immediate
attention to the production of tobaceo. It was not ungil
ten or twelve years after that period that the shipments of
this article from Virginia to Great Britain were of sufficient
moment to cause them to be in any way recorded : and in
- 1621, the whole growth in the colony amounted to no more
than 60,000 pounds; the production was then, however,
increased by the governor, Wryatt, who obliged every
individual emigrant arriving in the province, to raise at least
a thousand tobacco plants. In 1624, its cultivation receiveq
a further and more powerful impulse from the proclamation
<. of the above-named monarch, which ordered that thence-
forth no tobacco should be grown in Great Britain, and that
none should be imported other than was the produce of
- Virginia and Bermuda.
The prohibition thus placed upon the growth of tobaceo
" in the mother country, was not intended so much for the
‘advantage of the colonists, although it really produced that
-effect, as it was to facilitate the collection of revenue upon
<the articie, it being evidently more oasy to levy a duty at
the Custom House upon importation, than to collect a tax
from every farmer in the country who might be disposed to
cultivate tobacco.

In the following reign the trade in tobaceo was converted
mto @ strict monopoly in the hands of the monarch, wha paid
such a price to the colonists for their produce, as offectually

‘encouraged them in its cultivation, while he resold theis
- shipments to his subjects at home, at prices fixed according
" to his own will.
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The production of this article appears to have been
increased by this means in & more rapid ratio than the wants
of its European consumers, and the consequent distress that
visited the planters must needs have been great, since 1t
induced them in 1639, to pray for the enactment of a most
extraordinary law on the part of the legislature of the

colony.

This act commences by reciting, that the planters being
plunged into-debts and difficulties by reason of the excessive
quantity of tobacco planted in the colony, and the low price
obtained for the same, it had been proposed as a means of -
enhancing the total value of their produce, that the whole
growth of the then present year should be destroyed, with
the exception of one million two hundred thousand pounds
woight, and that a similar course should be adopted with
respect to the crops of succeeding years. The legisiature
‘“ having weighed the aforesaid proposition, and taken into
consideration the vast quantity of tobacco both in England
and all other places where the commodity hath been formerly
vended, to which, if all the tobacco of this year’s growth
should be added, and no restraint of planting to be made for
the future, it must bring assured loss to all who shall be
dealers therein, both to the planters of their labours, and
the merchants of their adventures”—enacted & law in
conformity. Viewers were appointed, who were sworn to
the due execution of the act ; and who, after examining all
tobacco, were to destroy in the first place, all that should
appear to be of inferior quality; and thereafter, and also,
in the two following years, one-half of all the good tobacco
grown within the province. -

\24
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This clumsy expedient for raising the value of their pro-
porty by destroying a part, is not without its parallel in the
conduct of ‘the Dutch, with regard to the productions of
their spice islands. In the case of the Virginians, tha
measure was indeed of a more complex nature, since nearly
the whole of their business transactions were carried on by

means of tobacco as the measure of value, and it is plain
that the fulfilment of all existing contracts according to
their letter, would have been greatly to the disadvantage
of the growers, who wero most of them debtors. This
- evil was remedied by enacting further, that every debt
of one hundred pounds of ‘tobacco then owing, should be
fully satisfied and discharged by the payment of forty
pounds weight, and various minor regulations were added,
Which, if the fact were not known by other means, would
plainly prove that the producers were in this instance the
law-makers also,

Evory thing depends upon the proper selection of soil for
the cultivation of tobacco. In none but rich lands wil] it
ever succeed. Those said to answer best in Virginia, are
“ the light red, or chocolate-coloured mountain lands; the
light black soil in the coves of mountaivs and the richest
~ low grounds,” and it is doubtless owing to variations in the

* goll that particular districts en]oy & reputation superior to
others for the production of tobacco.

When the ground has not previously been under culti-
vatlon, and requires to be cleared of heavy timber-trees and
underwood, this task must be commenced early in the
* autumn. The underwood, roots, and small branches, are

. collected together into heaps by women and children, and
| 4
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burnt on the ground, while the trunks of treesare sawn into
lengths of about eleven feet each, suitable for forming a
a fence to enclose the land. The mext operation is that of
breaking up the soil and throwing it into shape, which 1s
done with hoes, the clods of earth being worked until they
are sufficiently fine. The mould thus broken is then drawn
with the hoe round the projected leg of the labourer, forming
a hillock as high as hisknee, when the foot being withdrawn
and the hiliock perfected,he proceeds onward to form another,
until the whole ground is prepared. These hillocks are

raised in lines, and are usually four feet apart one way, and
three feet the other.
v

The seed is always sown in nursery beds, or patches as they

arecalled, and which are invariably made in lands of the beat -

possible soil in a dry spob, bub so circumstanced, that atben-

tion may be conveniently given to water the patches from
time to time, according to the state of the weather. The

size of these plant beds varies of course according to the
magnitude of the concern. They are made ready for recmv’;
ing the seed in March, or the early part of Aprll according
to the forwardness or otherwise of the season. For this
purpose large heaps of brush-wood, maize-stalks, straw, or
any other dry vegetable matters are burnt upon the land,
which is afterwards completely broken by digging. Some
planters are accustomed to sow white mustard seed round
the plant pateh, as a protection from the ravages of the fly,
which preferring the mustard to any other plant, will feed
on it until the tobacco sprouts are in o fit state for belng
¢ransplanted. On the slightest appearance of frost, it is
necessary to spread mats over tha beds for the protection of

*‘ 126
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the yourng plants; but all precantions against the incle-
mency of the weather are evidently unnecessary in inter--
tropical climates, where the cultivator of tobacco has only
to choose the period of his operations according to the more
usual season for rain. '

In about a month from the time of sowing the seed, the
spmx{ta will be in a ﬁ} state for transplantation. When the
fourth leaf has sprouted and the fifth is just appearing, at
which stage the sprouts will be about four or five inches ogt
of the ground, they are known to be sufficiently forward for
this operation. The cultivator chooses his time when the
ground has been well softened by rain, so that the sprouts
may be withdrawn from the patch without risk of injury to
their tender roots. This done, they are conveyed withous
delay In a basket to the field previously prepared in- the
manner already mentioned, and one plant is dropped upon
overy hillock. Persons immediately follow, who with a fin ger
make a hole in the centre and deposit the tobacco plant in
an upright position pressing the-earth round the root with
$heir hands, an operation which must be performed with
great care, as the leaves are exceedingly tender at this time,
and any injury sustained hy them would endanger the
gafety of the plant. |

. S0 necessary an agent is moisture towards the successful
performance of this operation, that the planters wait for a
shower of rain, and prefer to complote the transplanting
during the very time that the rain is £allin o,

. In the course of a very few days most of the sprouts will,
under these circumstances, give sigus of their having taken
hold of the ground ; some few will appear, howerver, upon

-
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inspection, to have failed, the favourable opportunity of a
‘shower must agamn bo waited for, in order to supply their
places, and atteution must be given to this point until all
" deficiencies are filled up, and the plants are proceeding
| satisfactorily throughout the feld.

Tobacco husbandry calls for continual labour in weeding
and earthing np the plauts, and in constantly stirring the
soil about the roots, and these labours must be persisted in
through the whole growth of the crop, to insure its receiving
a proper degree of nourishment. Any dead leaves that may
be found from time.to time attached to the st¥lks must also
be carefully removed.

The period when the flower branches first begin to appear,
differs according to soil and climate, but in general happens
when the plants have attained the height of two feet: at
this stage of their growth, they must be submitted to the
operation of fopping. This is performed by removing with
the finger and thumb-nail the leading stem, which, if left,
would run up to flower and seed, but in so doing wonld
drain away a large portion of the nutritive juices from the
leaves, to increase the size of which is the object of the
cultivator, and this he strives to assist by every means in
his power. When this source of exhanstion is removed,
the Jeaves will absorb the whole nourishment which the
plant receives, and will become thicker and heavier and in
eVery way Superior.

In topping the plants, it is usual in Virginia to allow from
five to nine leaves fo remain on the stem, according as the
quality of the soil is fitted to perfect a less or greater
number, but it is seldom that 80 many as nine can be left

o~
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with advantage. In general the fewer the number of leaves
that remain, the stronger will be the tobacco, and it by no
means follows that by increasing the number, the weight
of the produce will also be jucreased. This topping process
is beiter performed by the hand than with any cutting
imstrument, because the pores of the extremity are better
brought together, and the wound is healed sooner and with-
out much loss of the juices of the plant. |

-. Another kind of pruning is incessantly called for. Neap
to the jJunction of the leaves with the stem, and also about
the root, superfluous sprouts, called suckers, continually
shoot forth, and if permitted to grow, materially injure the
quality of the tobacco; they must consequently be removed
and for the reason already given, the finger and thumb-nail
form the most appropriate instrnment for this suckering®
process algo.- It would in many cases be practicable to procure
a second crop of tobacco from the same plants by means

of suckers proceeding from the root, but the prodace thus
obtained would also be very inferior in quality.

The plant is liable to injury at varions periods of it
- growth from the ravages of grubs, some of which attack the
roots, and others the leaves. One species of these insects,
the horn-worm, or large green tobacco-worm, is particularly
mischigvous. Whenever theso enemies appear, they must
be destroyed by any means within the power of the cultiva-
tor, the most efficacions of which is to remove them indj-
vidually from tho plants and crush them under foot, an
unpleasant and laborious operation.

These caterpillars are greedily devoured by turkeys ; iarge
Hocks of which, are sometimes kept by cultivators, and are
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driven into the fields where they prove more useful 1n

removIng the insects than cven a considerable number of |

hands. Phe ground-worm, which attacks the plant under |
the surface of the ground, must be sought for and destroyed.

Tobaceo cncounters also avother mjury, which appears
ndor the form of blight, and is occasioned by the long con-
tinnance of cither extremely wet or dry weather. This
discnse, which is called firing, 1 much dreaded by the
planters. When 1t appears, the leaves perish partially in
spots, and thus diminigh the weight of the crop. The
injury sometimes shows iteelf in the field, and at other times
in the curing-house. In this latter case 16 may be mitigated
by the cupioyment of artificial heat for drying the leaves.

it is hardly possible ic describn the particular appear-
ances of the plants, which determine the fact of their being
in a fit condition for being cut and gathered in ; experience
will alone enable the cultivator to seize upon the prnperést
moment for harvesting, When fully ripe the leaves change
their eolonr to a yellowish green, they put on what may be
called a mellow appearance ; the web of the leaf {owing pro-
bably to a contraction of iis fibres) appesrs more prominent,
nd it is somewhat thickened in its substance. The requisite
amount of experience upon this point, 18 indeed soon gained
by the observant cultivaior; bat at first it will always be
better for the young planter to seek tho advice of some one
already possessed of that expenence, rather than act upon
his own unaided suggestions. In more tropical climates,
+he motive which principally incites to vigilance in this
respect in Virginia, 18 wanting. If frost should be expe-
vienced while vei the plants are on the ground, farewell to
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all the hopes of the planter: the destruction 1is entire and
irremediable.

- As all the plants thronghout the same field do not arrive
together at their full maturity, the charge of cutting them
is assigned to clever and experienced hands. Each of
these is furnished with a strong sharp knife, and proceed-
ing regularly along the rows of plants, selects and cuts only
such as appear to be ripe, leaving the rest for future and
successive operations. If tobacco be cut before it is fully
ripe, it will not assume a good colour i the curing, and
" will besides be liable to rot when afterwards packed in
hogsheads.

The cutting takes place near to the ground. BSuch plants
as have stalks sufficiently thick are then cut down the middle
80 08 nearly to divide them, and this is done that the air
may be admitted more freely to every part of the leaves
during the after process of earing. By this means 100,
the plant is more readily freed from a part of ita natural
moisture, and is thus rendered less liable to undergo ferment-
ation whereby the quality of the tobacco would be injured.
Wher thus cut and divided, they are laid down in regular
order on the spots where they grew, the extremities of the
leaves all pointing in the same direction, that they may he
more easily gathered up. This operation is performed as
soon a8 Hhe sun has produced & sufficient effect upon them,
and they are found to have lost their freshness and rigidity.
The same cffect is sometimes produced by laying the leaves
in butk upon logs bafore they arc convoynd under cover.

The building appropriated to the reception and curing of
tobaceo is a kind of barn, its size being made according to
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the extent of ground under cultivation. Whare this 18 great,
and more than one building is consequently required, barns
are usually erected on several spots contiguous 10 the
different tobacco grounds. The most usual size given to
these buildings is from forty to sixty feet in length with a
proporfionate width, and their height to the eaves of the
voof is twelve feet. The sides are left partially open to
2llow o free circulation of air, and the internal area of the
bnilding, including the voof, is occupied by horizountal poles
stretching across the barn 1n a parallel direction and four
feot apart from each other. These poles are connected
together when the house is occupied, by cross pieces which
are called fobaeco sticks, and upon these the leaves are
hung in order to be cured. There are three several tiers or
stages of these poles and shicks in tho principal area of the
house, besides othersin the root, a perpendicular space of four
foet being preserved between each stage for the proper
circiilation of air.

1t cannot be necessary to offer any further directions for
the construction of tobacco-houses. The object which they
2ro intended to fulfil being borne in mind, their material and
form must be left to the discretioun of the cultivator, and to
the local capabilities afforded for the purpose. Of course
;he voof must always form a perfect protection against the
weather, and it will be necessary so to contrive the poles
and sticks, that they may be romoved and replaced without
difficulty.

The plants must be removed into the tobacco-house 80
so0n as they become sufficiently phaunt to bear handhng,
if taken from the field at the moment when they have been
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cut, such is the rigidity and brittleness of the leaves, that
‘they would be much broken and damaged. Tke removal
18 effected by manuaj labour, and that quantity of leaves
which can be convenlently carried by one person is called

~ The operation of hanging is then performed by s'nspﬂnd-
ing the plants upon the sticks with the points of the leaves
dowawards, resting them either by the stalk of the lowest
leaf, or by the slit which has been made in the stem of the
larger plants as before described. The whole ars made to
bang four or five inches apart from each other upon the
sticks, the exact distance being proportioned to their size,

The sticks thus occupied are then, by means of ladders,
conveyed to the places it is intended they ghall occupy
between the poles, the buildings being filled with them
progressively from the roof downwards, |

The agency of the atmospheric air is principally relied
on for the curing of itobaceco; but as it 18 important to
maintain somethivg apnroachin g to an uniform temperature,
and to he puarticalarly watchful ag regards the dryness or
u.Mpuess of the air 1t 3¢ necessary for the planter to bestow
his constsng atteation v non the weather, in order to remedy
as far s pos<ii,’s the eifpets of wbmospheric changes.  If too
raneh motsture 38 seew, «<mall smothered fires are made with
rotten-wood or bark at various . “nts on the floor of the curing-
house. Mnuch care is needed o preve.* the blazing of theao
fires, as any sudden heating: of the leaver ., ™l in 2 molst
condition would prodnce a diseasa similar to tha. ~ready
described under the name of firing.

: % e
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When the curing has proceeded to & guffi -ient extent, the
tobacco is said to be in case, an effect which is generally
prodanced in about four cr five weelks after it was first hung.
in the bilding. The method employed for ascertaining
whether thig point has been attained, is to siretch the leaves
gently over the ends of the fingers and knuckles; if the .

tobacoo be in good case, the leaves will then be found elastic

and tough, and Elighﬁly covered with a glossy kind of mois- - -

ture. After this effect has been produced, the firgt rainy
day i8 chosen for taking down the loaves, which are next -
withdrawn Erom the sticks preparatory to their being atripped
from the stalks. For thispurpose,a numerous party of negroes
—men, womeu, and children—are seated in a circle on the
Aoor of the tobacco-honse ; and asthey draw the leaves from
the stalks, hand the former to two men placed in the centre, "
who distribute them into separate heaps according to therr
qualities. The lower or ground leaves being genera'ly
soiled and torn, are for that reason separated from the rest;
while of those produced on the higher part of the stalk,
gome are inferior to oihers; the whole are, therefore, dis-
iributed fnto three heaps. When this separation has been
effected, & mumber of leaves are tied together at. their
thickest ends, & small leaf being employed for that purpose
by twisting it round the others, and gecuring its end in & -
" Lkind of knot: each little bundle thus made 18 called a hand,
and is somewhat thicker than a man’s thumb, at the end
where it is tied.

It is necessary o choose rainy or very damp weather for
handling tobacco, otherwise the leaves will partially crumble
into dust, and much loss will be thereby sustained. When

131,
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once the leaves khave been properly eured, it does not much
signify whether the place in which it is stored be damp or
otherwise, for however dry the leaves may become in hot
and fair weather, the return of rain never fails to restore to
them so much toughness, that they may be handled without
injury.
. When the little bundles are thus made, they are thrown
together in heaps on a wooden plaiform, where they undergo
the process of sweating; this amounts to a slight degree
of fermentation, and care must be taken, through eXpOosure
* to the air, to check this from proceeding too far: as to
this point experience will be the only proper _'ide.h The
;] Huoe more
show an elaatic quality when stretched betwoa the fmge;s
The tobacco is then considered to be sufficiently in cass, and
fit- for being packed for shipment. The leaves are some-
times deprived of their stalks previous to their being packed,
an operation which is performed for various causes. If
the plant has exhibited any symptom of bright during its
growth, or if the season has been less favourable than usual,
- experience has tanght the planters that the stalks are liable
~ to decay, an event which would prejudice the saleable value
of the tobacco. These stripped leaves are bedidés more
“esteemed in some markets, so that the enhanced price whigh
they bring will more than make good the loss of weight,
and pay all the expense of stripping. The operation'is
performed by taking the leaf in one hand, and the extremity
of its stem ju the other, i1n such a manner as to tear them
asunder in the direction of the fibre ; and, although, this
appears a very simple process, expertness in it i3 only to
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be ¢ d by practice. Leaves thus stripped, are made
up.dabo bundles, and in other respects are treated in the
same manner a8 the more perfect leaves. In former times,
the stalks were thrown aside as refuse, but for many
years past, some particular kinds of snuff have been pre-
pared wholly from them, so that they find a ready market,
if in a sufficiently sound condition to be mannfactured.

In proceeding to pack tobacco for shipment, 1 1s neces-
sary to adopt mechanical aids o labour for compressing 1,
so that the space it would otherwise occupy, and with 1t the
expense of trausporting it, are very materially reduced,
while the air being pressed ont, the tobacco is rendered
less liable to external change; and its body being made
compact, it is less penetrable by moisture, and less exposed
to other injuries from withont. Well packed tobscco
acquires by this means so great a power of resisting the
entrance of moistare, that instances have occurred where
~ vessels have been stranded, and their cargoes of tobacco,
although long covered by sea-water, have yet been found
on sxamination to be only very partially -damaged on the
outside, the middle, from one or two inches inward, proving
perfectly sound and dry. |

This advantage it is on every account quite necessary o
attain. There is, however, a limit beyond which pressure
would prove hurtful, bruising the leaf and destroying its
texture, and some judgment and experience are called for
to regulate the operation. |

It cannot be necessary to give a particular description of
any apparatus employed for effecting the necessary com-

pression of tobacco in the casks. The principle upon which
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any such contrivance must be constructed, 18 that of s

weight whose efficacy may be inereased at pleasure by

means of a lever of the second kind, its. falorum being af

one end, while the power is applied st the other, and the
compressing weight is placed between the two. -

- It 1a not raqmmbe that the casks shonld be made perfectly

tight, and, in fact, tobacco hogsheads never are so made.

But they must be construcied, both staves and heading, of
well-seasoned wood, otherwise they will be liable to shrink
and may fall asunder; so that, although their contents shounld

continue free from any other evil, they would boe exposed-
to plunder. Immediately before packing them, itis advis-
able to remove any dampness which fhe cask may have

acquired, by either exposing them during an_honz or two fo
tho rays of the sun, er. by piscing them over buwraing
shavings.

In procesding to pack a caek, the little bundles, or hands,

are ranged one by one pa.rallalto each other across the hogs-
bead, their points all plwe& in. the same direction. The
next course, or layer, is reversed, the points being in the
-opposite direction tc the first. Any vacant spaces that may
be thus left, are supplied with small bundles, so that the
garface is rendered perfectly level: the thick ends of all the
‘hands are placed nearest to the sides of the cask.

When a sufficient number of layers has been thus
arranged within the cask, so as to occupy about one-fourth
- of its aroa, the lever, or prizing apparatus, as it is called, is
brought into action, and being pressed down by means of
an adequate weight, the quantity of tobacco, just mentioned,
will be compressed into the thickness of about three inches.

4
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When the lever has been brought {o its position, it must
. be kept there until such time as the tobacco under compres-
- sion will permanently retain its situation, after the weight is
. -withdrawn ; an effect which will not be produced until after
- several hours. .Fresh layers of hands are then added,
followed by a fresh application of the prizing lever, and
thus the process 18 conducted until the cask is filled.

A great loss of time will be experienced by this mode of
packing, nnless several casks are placed under operation at
the same time, so that the packers need not remain idle.
~ The size of a tobaceo hogshead, such as is commonly used
‘by the Virgints planters, is forty-eight inches long, with
the heads thirty to thirty-two inches diameter, and into
one of these casks, from 950 to 1000 pounds weight of
tobacco may very properly be packed. |

Tobacco is very generally cultivated throughout the East,
- ‘and particularly in the northern and western provinces of
India. Although the cultivation is more laborious than any
other branch of agriculture pursued there, while the produce
from an acre of Jand scarcely equals one-third of that pro-
duced from the same area in America ; yet such is the low
rate of wages paid in those districts, that it is said, fobacco
may be purchased in many parts of India at 2 price below
three halfpence per pound: the flavour of the Indian leaf
is weaker than that of American growth, which circnmstanco
is attributed to the want of skill on the part of the curers,
rather than to anything unfaveurable ir the soil or climate.

Perhaps no plant of Furopean introduction 13 in such

general request as this throughout India ; its consumption
being almost universal among the inhabitants of the lndian
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isiands, who prow all that they require for their own use,
"while =ome produce a surplus quantity for exportation.
Tho introduction of tobaceo into that quarter 18 ascribed to
the Portugnese settlers, numercus communities of whom
were oshatiished in the Indian seas at the time when the
plant first became known in Hurope, |

The native annals of Javs, mention, that smoking was
Brst introduced into that island by the Dutch in 1601, A
considerable quantity of tobacco is now exported from that
18land by Chinese enltivators. Although this plant arrives
at perfection in the hot plains and valleys of Java, it g0
far gives evidenco of its more northern origin; as to require

to be first raised from seed upon the cooler mountainogs
- tracts of theisland. This circamstance occasions a peculiar

- arrangement ; two perfectly distinet classes of husband-
men being engaged in the cultivation. The seedlings are
saised and sold by the mountaineers to lowland farmers,
who perfect the plants and again dispose of the seed te the
former class. This plan is found necessary in order to
preserve the plants from degenerating, which they would
do if the seed were sown at once in the hotter districts,
~while on the othep band, the soil of the mountaing ig 11l
adapted for matnring the plants.

This is not the only peculiarity attending the raising of
‘tobacco by the J avanese, the extraordinary fecundity of
whose vallies enables them to draw from it two annual crops,
one of rice and the other of tobacco, aftor gathering whicl.
the fields are again sub merged, and sown with rice, The only
dressing which the land receives, 18 from thig submersion,
aud its only relief is derived from au occasional fallow for

o
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half & yeer. The tobacco seedlin gs are transplanted in June,
and ‘the crop is reaped in October and November, before
t:hﬂ sebting-in of the rains.

The fertility of the soil over nearly the whole surface uf
this fine 1sland is such, that if the industry and agricultural

knowledge of the inhabitants were at all commensurate with
it, no spot of equal extent, on the known habitable globe,
would exceed, or perhaps even equal, Java in the variety,
the quantity, or the value of its vegetable productions. For
the most part, however, the land is eithey wholly neglected
or subjected to very imefficient moder of hushandry, a
" state of things which may be referrable in some degree to
the very advantage here pointed out, and which as it enables

the inhabitants by means of aninconsiderable amount of toi}

to provide sufficiently for the few natural wants to which
their desires are limited, encourages that spirit of indolence
g0 liable to be induced by the climate. It is to be fearad,
however, that other caunses are at work to repress their
indastry, and that the salutary and enlightened measnres
" which were begun by Sir Stamford RafHes, during the
period when the government of this island was entrusted to
his hands, are not continued by its present possessors. The
Dutch, although generally clever and successful in the
prosecution of commerocial enterprizes, and by no me:ns
chargeable with apathy on the subject of good government
at home, have never been fortunate in their management of
distant colonies. They appear to have always sought to
snatch from them the greatest presemt advantage which
they were capable of yielding, rather than to have fostered
their capabilities by a hittle prudent forbearance. .Their

»
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; ystemm has been restriction, instead of -Enﬂﬂul'ﬂ-gﬂn‘ienﬁ#

have proved themselves the task-masters. rather than
protectors of those among whom they have sebtled. As

“" \a ﬁeueasary consequence, instead of that confidence which
s hho'nld grow up as the fruit of continued intercourse, the

tives, under their government, have either sunk into the
athy of despair, or have been goaded by the incitements

of revenge, to acts of open hostility. .

landec jnsﬁoa,thuﬁg

The superior knowledge of Huropeans, which enables
in the first instance, to acquire an ascendancy over
native inhabitants of their foreign settlements, should,
son every principle, not merely of humanity, but even of
' ing to the comforts and enlarging

-
'y et -
L

‘ habits of industry. The certainty of enjoying the fruit
! their labours, would give them a desire of realizing the
ivantages of property ; they would advance themselves in

-- tle scale of civilisafion, would become better subjects and

mre productive labourers, and by these means would give
arreater impulsc to that commerce, which is the principal
A ar d end of colonization.

Althongh tobacco will grow and arrive at perfection in
| warm and temperate climates, it suceeeds lar better in
Jme situations than in others. With the exception ofa
all spot in the island 'of Martinico, where that pecubiar
avoured leaf, celebrated under the name of Macuba, is
sroduced, the tobacco of Cuba is perhaps the finest in the
world. The produce of the Rio Negro, and of Cumana, 18
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alao of a superior aromatic quality. Tha.t. -known in come-
merce as Varinas tobacco, and which is grown in the
Nuevo Reyno de Grenada, has likewise acquired a l:ugh
reputation.

Sir Hans Sloane, in his ““ Natural Hmtory of J a.mmca,”_ {' --.
has stated, that before the English took possession of that = |
island, the Spaniards grew tobacco there, which equalled in
its quality any which they drew from their other intertropical
possessions, and that they were very careful by their mode |
of cultivation, to maintain the reputation which it ]md‘/
acquired, but: that their English successors, not taking suffi-
cient care of their seeds, the best sorts were lost.* If this
statement be correct, and thero is no reason to doubt that
it is 80, how easy would it be to recover this lost adv&ntage,
by procuring seeds of every quality that is aataamed.
Nor ig it at all unlikely that other neighbouring islan ;
might be found equally well adapted for producing the ﬁnan, o,
qualities of the plant. j o

The methods pursnedin cultivating and curing the tobaced
which is known in the markets of the East as Shiraz tobaccy
and which is there highly esteemed for the delicacy of 1#
flavour and its aromatic quality, are thus described by a
intelligent eye-witness: |

‘“ In December the seed is sown in a dark 3011 which ha ?*,
been slightly manured, (red clayey soil does mnot do.) T! |
protect the seed, and to keep it warm, the ground is covered
with light thorny bushes, which are removed when the
plants are three or four inches high ; and during this period,

b
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* Yol i, p. 146. 'l
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the plants are watered every four or five days, only, however,
in the event of sufficient rain to keep the soil well moistened,
not falling. The ground must be kept wet until the plants
are six or eight inches high, when they are transplanted
into.& well moistened soil which has been made into trenches
for them, the plants being pat on the tops of the ridges ten
or twelve inches apart, while the trenched plots are made,
80 a8 to retain the water given. The day they are trans-
planted, water must be given to them, and also every five or
six days subsequently, unless rain enough falls to render
this unnecessary. When the plants have hecome from
thirty to forty inches high, the leaves will be from three to
fifteen inches long. At this period, or when the flowers are
forming, all the flower capsules are pinched or twisted
off. After this operation, and watering being continued,
(and irrigation is the system universally employed throtugh-
c.t), the leaves incresse in size and thickness until the
month of August or September, when each plant is cut off
close to the roof, and again stuck firmly into the ground.
At this season of the year, heavy dews fall during the n; ght ;
when exposed to these, the colour of the leaves changes
- irom green to the desired yellow. Dauring this stage of
course no water is giveh to the soil

“When the leaves are sufficiently yellow, the plants aro
taken from the earth early in the morning, and while they
are yot wet from the dew, are heaped on cach other in a high
kupper house, {a shed, the walls of which are made with
light: thorny bushes or such likn), where they are freely
exposed to the wind. Whiloe there, and generally in fonr or
five days, those leaves which are still green, become of the
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‘desired pale yellow colour. The stalks and centre stem of
each leaf are now removed, and thrown away, the leaves are
heaped together in the dryiug house for three or four days
more, when they are in a Gt state for packing. For this
. operatior. the leaves are carcfully spread on each other and
formed 1nto sorts of cakes, the circumference irom four to
fve fect, and three to four inches thick, great care being
taken not to break or injure the lcaves.

“ Bags made of strong cloth, but thin and very open af
the sides, are filled with these cakes and pressed very
strongly down on each other; the leaves wonld be broken
if this were not attended to. When the bags are filled,
they arc placed separately in 2 drying-houso and turned
daily. if the leavas are so dry that that there would be a
risk of their breaking durin g the operation of packing, a very
slight sprinkling of water is given to thew to enable them to
withetand it without 1 11'1'“11‘}' The leaf is valued for being
thick, tough. and of a uniiorm light yelluw colour, and of

an agreeable aromatic smell.
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