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FOREWOLD.

Sinee my anival in India, 1 have been frequently asked for a
briel and connected account of the many grievances of the Indign
Colonists of South Alfrica, and in the following pages an attempt has
been made to set forth, descrviptively, but, al the same time, as
suceinetly as may be, the legal and actual position of the Indians
who hdve, in a spirit of enlerprise and foresight, taken up their ahode
in the South African sub-continent, aided in the development
of their adopted counlry’s commerce, industry, and agricullare,
reared families, and helped to broaden the basis of life of, and
relieve economic pressure in, their Motherland, ‘Wherever possible,
veference has been made Lo Lhe text of the laws themselves, and
frequent quotations are made from newspapers and public docnments,
in support of the stntements I have made., It will be seen there-
from that the grievances of the Indians in the various South African
Colonies are many, serious, and legitimate, and that in their altempt
Lo procure a remedy, the Indians have succeeded in evoking expres-
sions of opinion, distinelly lavourable to their case, from ihiose who
might reasonably be expecled {o be, if anything, hostile witnesses,
1t 18 a matter for congralulation, though not, perhaps, for surprise,
Lot in South Africa, as elsewhere, open injustice calls forih {he
protests of men who abhor it, and who do not fear 1o spenk oul
boldly in defence of its viclims, regardless of the creed, colour, or
race of these, Itisa trite saying that ¢ ons-half the world knows not
how the obher half lives,” If il did, there would be o greater degree
of charity and mutual forbearance. As if is, the greater part of the
sufferings borne by the South Afriean Indians are due {o the
ignorance and cavelessness of their LKuropean fellow-colonisis,
‘The latler are usually unaware of what is going on and whal is
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being done in their name; they are ordinarily too mueh engrossed
in material pursuits lo have time {o spare for the congideralion
of hardships, which, as a rule, they are unabla to approciale, uol
being themselves subject to the disabililies complained of, In a
country where ignorance, prejudice, passion, and personal iuleronl
hold sucli powerful sway as they do in Auslral Africe, juslice is Lardy,
and cruelty, intepded and unintended, frequent, Tt is helieved, how-
ever, that all the best elements of the Houlh African nadion are on
the side of frulh and fair play, and thal sooner or Ialer, Lthe Soull
Afiican Colonists will seek to ulilize the resident fndian commuuily
in the building up of the fabric of a greal South Alrican Union, and
will realise how very valuable an assel the Indinn element will ha
in the national life of the future, 1f Indin can do hor part in the
hastening of that happy day, she will have performed an [mperial
service of no mean order, In this narralive, T have endeavoured Lo
write with as much acenracy nnd restyninl asg possible, Where il is
shiown Lhat T have erred, either in excess or in diminubion of Lhe
truth, I shall gladly make amendy, ay complelely and ns publicty

as possible,
It N 1 B,

Madras, October 18th, 1009,
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Wo liold ouraclves hound fo the natives of our Indian torritorjos by the sripo
obligations of duby which bind us to all our other subjects, and these obligations,
by the biessing of Almighty Ged, we shall fabhEflly and consciontiously fulfll,-—
Queon Vicloria's Proclamation, 1858,

I am convineed myself thab thoro is no move evil thing in this present world
throt Lince Projudice; none-ab all. T weite deliborately—it is the worst singlo
thing in lifa now. It justifles and holds together more basencss, eruelty, and
nhomination than any other sort of exvor in the world.—I7, G, Wells,

Many peopla think thaé thoe real Indian nation is heing hammered out in South
Alvion.—T"imes of India Specinl Corvespondent at tho Indine National Congross,
1908,

Not only must we treaball nations faivly, but we must treat with justico
and good-will ail immigrants who come herc under the law, Whether thay aro
Catholic or Protostant, Jew or Gentile, whother they come from England or
Garmany, Rusgin, Japan, or Lialy, mattevs nolhing, All wa havona tight to gquestion
is & man's conduot. If ha is honest nnd upright in his dealings with his neigh-
bour and with the Btate, thon he ig eutitled to vespoct and good treatmoent,
Bapecially do woneod to remember our duby to the stranger within ouwr gates, I
is the sure mavk of o low sivilisabion, n low movality, to abuse or discviminnto
ngninst or m any way humilinto sueh o stranger, who hag gome Dhore luwlunily snd
who is conduocting himsolf propoly. Vo romewmbor this is incwmbent on ovory
{tovornment offleinl, whother of tho nation or of the sovernl statos.....,T'o shub tliom
out from tho Pwwhic Hehools iz o wieked absnvdity, whoen thore are no Mist-cings

Mﬂ inoluding the Univorsities and Colloges of Culifornin, which do
nob gladly woleomeo Japaneso studants and on which Japanese students do nok
rofloat avedit, Weo havo ag much Lo lenen from tho Japancse ag Jupan has to learn
irom us; and no nabion is fit to tonoh unloss ib is also willing to lenrn, 'Through-
out Japan, Amervicans aro woll trented, and any failure on the part of Amerienne ut
home to treal the Japanese with o like eounriosy and vonsideration is by just so
mueh n contossion of inforioviby 1 our civilisabion . ...It iy unthinkablo thet wo
should continua a poliey under which o given loeality may bo allowed fo commit a
arimo ngninst o [riendly nation, and the United States Governmoent limited nat to
proventing the commisgion of tho cvime, but in tho last resovt, to defonding Lhoe
poople who have committed it ngainst tho consequonces ot thoir own wrongdoing,-—
President Rooaevclf, in his Message lo Congress, (908,
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The Indians of South Africa.

-h

INTRODUGTORY.

N an Address delivered lo the Indushiial Conference, af Poona,
in 1890, by the late Justice Ranade, entitled “ Tudinn Foveign
Fomigration *’,- appears what is, so far as Lhe writer is aware, the fivst
organised altempt, on the part of a leader of Tudian thought, o
envisage the question of the emigration of British TIndians Lo
British Colonies and Woreign Possessiong, (o anndyse {he eonditions
of sneh emigration, and o corvelate ils resulls with the daily hfe
of [udig, her commerce, her industries, her agriewllure, hev social,
conomic, and political development., Perlaps no olliex public man,
either in India or in Tungland, has so completely  grasped  {he veal
inwardness of a movement that 18 fraughl with so much meaning for
India, Lhat has dons, can do, and will do so mueh {o vevolulionise
and revivify Indian thought and customs, A pernen! of the Address
is an economic and o pabriotic inspivation. “Lhere ean  he no
doubt ”, he says, “ that the permanent salvalion of the country
depends upon the growth of Indian Manulaelures and  Com-
mevee, and that all other remedies c¢an only be lLemporary
polliatives,  Ab the same tiwe, it 18 adwmitfed that this diver-
sibty and chauge of ocoupation is a very arduous underinking,
Il pre-supposes a change of habils, il postulales the previous
growlh  of ceunlture and a spirit of enterprise, an alerlness of
mind, an elasticity of temper, a readiness to meel and conquer opposi-
tion, a {acilily of organisalion, social ambhition and aspiration,
mobile and restless condilion of Capilal and Taabour, all which uali-
ties and changes are the slow growth of cenfuvies of Freedom and
Progress......Bal 1t is elear (hat as w present remedy, there is bul
litlle hope of relief in this direction, A vast majorvity of the swrplus
poor population of an agricultnral country enn only he naturally
fithed to work as agrieultuvist labonrers, and the slow development of
our manulactures.,,...cannot provide al present Lthe much-neoeded
reliel of work suited to their aplibndes,  Dnlend and Overlund emi-
gration, the overflow of the swrplus populalion from the congested
privts of the counlry to lands wheve labowr s dewr and highly
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vemunerative, can alone afford the sorely needed present roliaf.i. s
Few people arve aware of the compar.tive magnilde of {his velief,
thug afforded to owr surplus populetion, and of i‘f"fﬁ ’”m."?”@ﬁf{*"*’:’f ﬁﬂm
For eutension which is opening befove our vision o the pﬂnﬁﬂfiﬂﬂ'wﬂ of
the future... The tastes, habits, temperaments, and prejudices of vur
people, have acquired an inveleyale force which mnkes ib mo - ensy
Lask to adapt themselves Lo now strronndings, ‘ “1“:1 yel, o the ,”{“{"
thealdom of prejudice wnd easy self-aulisfaolion ant  pelient
resiynation 18 ever to be loosencd, i wew agpralions nd hopes
ereated in their plice, a change of home surrvoundings o8 « Slanding
necessity and « preparatory discipline, whose materinl wnd mopul
benefits car never be too highly estimaled. My, Draper, the Ameviean
Philosopher, in his *“ ITistory of the Intellectuat Develoyment of
Burope,” went so fur as to suy thal the dolage and dealh, which head
paralysed Ovientul vaces, could only be cuved by free ransplonlo-
ttons of these people tnfo Foveign Lands, or by free wntormiaiure
i blood 1with more enevyelic Ruces”®  And he conchudes his Addross
with a parageaph containing the following remarkable onungiation
of the principle underlying the presenl Lerrvible styuaggle in the
Transvaal ¢ * The Schoolmaster, the Doctov, aud the Lawyor,,,,
and even the Priests of different, Secls, have hera a mogh favourable
field for Ltheir operations and enterprise  ammong people who nve their
kith and kin, and on whom sympathy would never be wasted,”

Let us, thereflore, examine the  condilion  of affniew v Sonds
Afriea, to-day and consider how e Justico Ranade'y idons and
ambitions have been vealised or e in the way of heing realised,

The South Alriean sub-continent compriges, for our present, por-
poses, the territorics of Natal (ineluding the Provinen of Zululand),
bhe Transvanl, the Orange River Colony, Capo Uvlony, Sonthern
Rhodesia, and the Porfuguese Provineo of I\Iumlmhiqim. [l was
estimated, in 1900, thal the yropmtion of free Indinns in the wholo
of British South Africn wag only one in overy 62 of the (oln)
population, whilst thera wero eleven whiles Lo every one Iaudian,

Reference has been made ahove (o the free Indinn population
and it ghould, therefore, he mnderstood that (he  1ndian ]u]ulm-Ih
Intion of South Afvien is a composite ome,  Ify Oriffin g nd
follows :  Nearly fifly years ago, Sir (feorga (ivey, ab thad (ime
Grovernor of Capa Colony, vikited Nalal, on  which ocension  {ha
Durban Corporation presented an Addvess {hat read, o pof,
the following manner ;-— |

————

iy b ey, Py -

¥ The jta)ics throughoul this hrachure ave the wiipr’s,

L P Frl oY s T IOy 1 i e L T
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*“ Independently of mensures for developing the labour of our
own nalives, we believe your Lxcellency will find oceasion to
sanction the introductign of a limiled number of coolies or other
labourers from the Easl, 1n aid of Lhie new enlerprises on the
coast lands, to the suceess of which sufficient, and relinble labour is
absolulely essential ;5 for, fhe fuct cannot be too strongly borne in
mand thal, on the success or fuilwie of lheserising enlerprises,
depends the advancement of the Colony or its cerlain and rapid
decline, Txperimental cullivation has abundantly demonsirated
tlint the issue dependssolely on a conslaut sapply of labowr.”

Thus, the ery frst arose to India: “ Ilelp, or we perish "
The petilion was granted, The first shipment of Indian contract
lahour reached Natal on November 16, 1860, [From that small
sowing hag Dbeen reaped the most plentiful crop of insulls, hard-
ships, froubles, and hwmilialions, that counld ever have been
conceived by the most fertile imaginalion | Ifromnn that first ship-
ment of British Indian indenlured labourers, Indians have spread
throughont the sub-continent, until, to-day, thers is a maximum
British Indian population of approximately 150,000 in South Afriea,
Of these, some 103,000 are either still under indenture or are the
descendanty of {hose who came Lo Nabtal under contracls of service,

NATAL,

T'von the standpoint of India, the most important centre of
Indian population in Soulth Alrica is Natal, for, of the tolal South
Afrviean Tondian population of 160,000, no less than 118,000 are
resident in that Colony. Of these, about 32,000 are sbill sexving
indentures, 71,000 are ex-inden{nred or (he descendants of ex-
inddentured Indians, whilsl some 15,000 Dbelong to tho trading
secltion of the community who have come Lo Nalal al their own
expense, and many of whom have hroughl a mnol inconsiderable
amount of capital into the country. "The indentured and ex-
indentured immigrants and their descendants are under the juriss
diction of the Protector of Indian Immigrants through the
agency of the specinl laws relating Lo these. The immigralion of
the trading community is controlled by the Principal Immigration
Restriclion Officar by means of the general Imimigrants’ Restrielion
Act, The traders are nol in any way subjecl to the disabilities
imposed Dby the prineipal and snbsidiary enactments relating
to the introduction of conlract labour from Indiz, They came
lo the Colony ab their own expense in the lrack of the
indentured labourers, to supply the laller’s needs. Since then,
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they have extended their operations in the direction of uslatm*i g for
the poorer Buropenn, colouved, and aborigimal nalive (l{uﬂu*? seolions
of the population, with marked suceess. The first Tudian  mep-
chant to come to Soulh Alrien was Mr, Ahoobaker Amod, o Memon
gentleman from Porbander, Hiz vame is still 1*evm*-:ul. by large num-
bers of Indians throughont South Afrien, The Indian commercinl
Mass in Natal, as elsewhere in South Afvien, ‘are mostly petby store-
keepers and hawkers, A very few are comparatively well-lo-o
merchants, whilst fewer still are landowners of any prelensions.  Bul
thie financial depression that has existed in the Colony f{or several
years, combined with the systemalic persecution Lo which thay have
been subjecled for so long years, ns greatly impoverished whal was
once a fairly flourishing community, resulling in a relurn of many of
the ansrccessful Indians to India, to swell the masg of poverty in the
motherland, The trading elass in South Alviea come mostly from
{ho Surat and Bombay distriets ; a few liaders hail from the Por-
hander and Konkan districls, Kalhiawnr and Madras supply o large
proportion of the hawkers, Many of the traders have seliled in
Nalal with their families, whilst there are quite a number of Colonial-
born youths of both sexes, children of some of these earlior setilors,
Manor Troubles,

It is unnecessary to record al length the many minor iusulls and
hawilialions that are imposed upon the fres Tndian eommunily,
traders and non-traders.  On the railroads, in  the tram-cars, in the
strects, on the footpaths—everywhere, il may truly be said, the
Indian may expecl Lo be insulted, and if ho moves from one plhea Lo
anotlier, it 1s on peril of having his feelngs outraged and his sense
of decency offended n & mmnber of ways, The least epithiet thal is
applied to him is “coolic,” with or without some luvid wdjectival
prefix, “Bammy,” loo, is quite a common melhod of udidvoss,
Both of these terms are ensionry all over South Africa, 'I'he ovigin
of the first is obvious, DBuf il is slrange to hear the expressions,
“ coclie lawyer,” ““ coolie doctor,” “coolie clerk,” and even * coulia
:}Ju:ries,” ’I;o. deseri br:a the infleutured womaen, The derivation of

Sammy ™ ig not quite so plain, The early vegelable hawkors wero
mostly Madrasis, bearing such names as Ramasamy, Grovindasamy,
Coopoosamy, or DPonocosamy, frequently contracted Lo ** Ham y,"
To-clay the expression is not confined to tho vegetable hawicors, hut
is applied to all sections of the community, Thus, the wrilor recol-
%enhs an oceasion when My, Gandhi, the well-known Indian leades
in South Alvica, was travelling to Pretorin to fulfil an engapement
with Greneral Smuts, Ile wns seated in n compartment of tho teniu
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when a perl LBuropean news-boy cmne up fto the carringe-win-
dow, and, proffering his tray of light literature, asked in an insolently
superior tone of voice ¢ " Wanl nuy papers, Sammny?”  The wriler,
with perhaps a mislaken sense of lnumour, suggested thal the prefix
“Mr,” would not be oni of place. The news-boy ghneed up in sheer
amazement, and, without a word, departed, no doubl borror-siricken
al the iden of addressing a cultured Indian gentleman by an
Lionorific!

In Durban, Indiang, wearing the mnational dress, and sl
others, in  practice, unless Lthey are well-known Lo the
principal officials, are required t{o fravel outside the DMunicipal
Lrani~cars, no mntter what the state of the wealber may be, And
even lhen, they are not always safe fiom molestation by the
conduelors. A similar stale of affairg exists in IMielermaritzburg,
the eapital, where the following incidenl occurred not long since.
Swami  Shankeranwand is a distinguished representative of {fhe
Arya Samaj, al present. on a religious mission to South Afriea,
The Times of Nulal, one of the most prominent organs of public
opinion in the Colony, deserihes how a party ol Indians, mecinding
Swanmi Shankeranand, boarded a Marvitzburg {ram-car on their way
to the Railway Station. The Swami, il appears, took his seal ingide
Lhe car, whilst his friends went on Lhe top. Shorlly alterwards,
the conductor rudely ordered the Swami, who was dressed in Ing
religioug garh, oul of the ear, and no reply was vouchsaled, heyond
nn onth, as to why he was Lo go. Upon their arvival back in the
City, another conduclor gave the Swami permis-ion to take his
seal Inside Che car, T'he Ikditor of Lhe Thmes of Naiul, in a fooi-
note, remarked that a Tramway official, with the leasl grain of
commonsense, should be able to diseriminate in  these maliers,
Unforbunately, howaver, as is evideni, from the above ineident,
even Lhis minimum requirement is at times absenf, with humiliat-
ing resulls to the unhappy Indian victim, A letler was subse-
quently addressed to the Tramways Administration, pointing out
thal o large section of the Indian community would reflrain [rom
using the cars, unless a satisfactory explanation were lendered,
A reply was al once fortheoming that, in fulure, all respectably-
dressed Indians would he allowed {o iake their seats inside ihe
cars when desired, Generally, it may he snid thal, when com-
plainfs are  addressed Lo the Administration, either of {he
Tramways or the Railways, a remiedy of  some sort is  forth-
coming ; it i%, ag a rule, the minor officials, recruiled
from the ignorant, prejudice-ridden seclion of the Luropean
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population, who, vested with a little brief aulhority, often exercise il
in uncouth fashion upon Indians, withoul distinction ol person or
rank., These cases of pelty arrogance are so frequent, and 1l is often
o difficult to secure corroboralion, whilst the remedy aflorded is
often so complelely inadequate, that the vielims usually swallow {he
insult as mildly as the circumsiances permil, DBul one can well
imagine the irrilation and sense of bitterness el up in the minds of
sensitive and high-spirited youlhs of Coloninl-born extraction and
considerable educational attainments, who live aceording to Kuropean
custom, and respectably follow Lheir various avocations.

It is extremely difficult, il nol practically lmpossible, for an
Indian to secure accommodation in a holel in Nalal, a disability
which is equally suffered in the Transvaal, AL the public
Javatories, accommodation is made for Illuropeauns, on the one
hand, and Indiang and Kaffirs on the other. So is the civilisalion
of India confused, in that enlightened land, with the barbarism
of the aboriginal native, Although Indians are large rale-payoers
in Durban, where many of them possess the Muunicipal franchise,
whilst others again are gqualified {0 do so, they are prohi-
bited from making use of the publiec baths, to whose up-keep
they contribute, The Municipalily of Durban hag receutly
carried out a Beach Development Scheme., There iz a sea-waler
pool for little children to paddle in.  Even the elnldren of the mosl
distingunished local Indian will nol be allowed Lo play in this place,
At Port Elizabelly, in the Cape Colony, it is, al least, realised {hinl
Indian rate-payers arve entilled Lo sotme consideralion,  Accordingly,
a separate (bab inferiorly eounstructed) paddling-pool exisls for non-
Kuropean children, In Darbau, again, there is a lurge, open muni-
cipally-construcled sea-enclosure, for public bathing, No Indian,
however, will be permibted to pass the {wrnstiles, in order Lo Luko
a sea-bath, And so {he miserable lale mighl be exlended almost

indefinitely,

Immagration Restriction Law,

Tarn, now, to the grenter facls of Indian life in itho Colony,
Taking hrst the lmmigrabion Restriclion Law, it is nolewovthy that
it does not appear on Lhe Stntule-book as first dralted, The original
law was oune to totally exclude the immigration of Asialics nol nnder
indenture, My, Chamberlain promptly refuged Lo accopt a law that
* pub an unnecessary affront upon the millions of Tndia,” According-
ly, a way out was found, by passing legislation of generval legal, hui
differential administrative application, and {the funous Natal
Act has become the protolype of Immigration Acls in Lhe Capa
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Colony, New Zealand, Australia, and DBrilish Columbia, The
Transvanl ulone (ex Ajfrice semper aliquid mnovil) has soﬁght
Lo go further, and cxclude Asialic  culfure, admitledly
because it 48 Asiatic, and for no olher reason, Indians (excepl
covenanted labonrers) resident in Naial for three years inay, under the
law, obtain a certificate of domieile, confaining particulars of identifi-
enbion, which enables them to leave ihe Colony and relurn at any
time withoul molestation, 'Those who can pass Lhe ecduealion
{esl, which musl be in a European langunge, imposed by the Acl
(n differential {est, applied severely agninst  Indians but lightly
only, or nol at all, agninst Turopean, iuntending immigrants), do
nol require a domicile certificale, and if they are otherwise eligi-
ble, are freely admilted into the Colony. So severe, however, ig
Lhie test (approaching in difficulty the Matriculation XKxamination
of ihe Bombay Universiby), thal only 103 Indians were admitted
under Lhis clause during 1808, and the educalion lest, generally,
throughonl South  Afrviea, hag  effeclively reduced [ree Indiap
immigralion Lo a negligible figure, whilst the oflicial reports show
conclusively that the popular fear of an ** Asiatic invasion” is
baseless,  The egreal Indian languages, with their wonderful
literabures, arve nol, recognised ;3 and thus a learned pundit, deeply
versed in Sanskril and the profound philosophy of his race, but
possessing no kuowledge of the Tnglish or any other Ruropean
language, wounld be prohibited from entering Natal, excepl
on & Visibing Pass of Hmited duration, Tt is plain that, whilst
the Tmmigration Law iy, ostensibly, of general legal appliention,
in  praclice it is  applied prineipally apainst Brilish  Indians,
The Iatler have admitted Lhe peculiar  position  of South Afriea,
They have acknowledged the right of South Afviea, in  existing
civeumstances, to sny whal classes of people may or may nol form a
permanent clement of ifs population,  And they have, accordingly,
in practice, consenled Lo the severe restriction of all [ulure Indian
immigration to the cases of those who are able Lo pass {he ednea~
Lion test, (applicable, however, on a sliding-genle of severily, ab Lhe
diseretion of the admministering officer) of the general law, Butthe
exclugion of the great lndinn languages (in which a severe lest
conld equally well and effectively be applied) is felt as a great
humilintion by the Tudian community, for, in  effeel, it prevents
the entry of wmch of thal enlture which is ensiest of absorption by
the mass ol Lthe existing Tndian  population,  And whilst distin-
guished Indinng, speaking and wsing the vernaculmis only, may be
granted visiting-passes, extensible for considerable periods, equally
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they may not, for the issua of these l:lﬁﬂ*l'HﬂFl]LH I8 w.iLl.linl Lho uzmnhjlﬂ
and arbitrary disoretion of the .[.’rumlpnl II]“I‘H'I.I{}IHLHH] Resitie-
tion Officer, who aclually did  refuse visilingepnwses (g g
~ n-re P Indiang, en rouds for the Teangvan
large number of Indin-retwinec , | ,
and in transit only through Natal, on !:Im solo g‘l{rﬂ:lllﬂ that e ‘]uul
heen iustructed not Lo permit the landing of any Traustanl rhn]mnﬂ
who declined to submit Lo the insults imlu;mml by Lh{? Regisiyation
Law of the Transvaall  *Indeed, Lho ovil {ln‘hwnvu 0f Phu Northern
Colony is spread widely in Natal, and efforls aro heing mnde {n
inerease the severily of the Tmmigration Lﬂw. of {he Colony, B,
it should justly be said that nowhere, either in Nu.lnl or Lhe (apo
Colony, in official or non-official cireles, hins Lhtf Writer head iy~
Lhing but expressions of incredulous surpice al o downiigaht,
condemnalion of the policy of the Transvanl,
Trading Tdcences.

Nexl, there is the licenging Acl of the Colony,  Phis jaw iy
also of general application, RBul, in prachiee, 1is directeqd solely
agatnst the Indian fiader.  Application for the jasne of 4 yew or {hoe
renewal of an existing {rading-licence must he made ann tadly {o an
official known as the Licensing Officer.  In two eases, he is bound 1o
refuse the licence-~first, if Lhe premises are nol, in a sunibnyy condition,
and secondly, if ULhe appliennts are winblo to il Lho conditiong of
sub-section () of section 180 of Lha Insolveney Law, No, 47 of 1887,
which requires the applicants * to keep such honks of necom ! in {ho
Knglish languagoe as are usual and proper 1n the hosiness onriod
on by them, and ns sufficiently diselose their hisiness Lratnaciiony,
three years preceding insolveney,” In all ofler cases, he may or
may not, al his own sweel will, issua brading leoness, Tndoad, {he
Chief Justice of Nalal has gone oul of hig wuy Lo say that it sepmed
to him, undoubledly, that Lhe Lacensing Officer Lind an absolufo (iy-
crebion to grant, and il alse seemied Lo Iy that e had an ahsoluto
discretion to refuse, exeepl in two onsos (when, as hofove-mentioned
he is bound to refuse).” This is whal Mr, T B, Neaine, corluinty
an unbiased oritic in this malter, since he iy hostkile, thougly Hl‘llt‘l:-
ously so, to the Asiatic in Seull Afriea, on the unsolfig), oround {hat,
the sub-continent shonld be made the home of g wreal, gelf SUpOTh-
ing white nation, says, in The dsiniic Danger im, the Oolowdes, of Lhe

netual purpose and offect of the Natal Licensing Aet, i

Outwardly, it emiofully avoids class-logislntion, for, jn theory, it applios
cqually to Europeans and Asinties, Bul <n praclice 4 operaleg aeeinal the
Indian Store-keepers. No white man 18 rvofused g lieoneo ; Asintiag ofton  gufler

* Beo also Appendix D,

-
o
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what thoy rogamd as injustico, Thore i8 no appesl from the docision of tho
Taconsing Officor,™ and thoy oan only protest and submit., In Durbsn, the Act
hag been admitledly utilised in erder to prevent Indian movehants opening shops
in tho pringipal streets. e Licensing Oflcer isthe servant of a body of whifo
gltore-leeepers,  Ile knows their views, and, whalever his personal opinton moy
be, he ean hardly be expecied lo saerifics hig appoinintent by apposing (hose wha
enyploy him. As nprotestive moasure Lo tho white trader, the Aat is valuable, Ifrom
the standpoint of eapedienoy, fho system may (ind suppovtors, In »calily, itis
gimply clasg legislation,

I, may be added that, when the Denlers' Ticences Act wns
passed, the late Sir Ilenry Biuns, one of Natal’'s most prominent
public men, strongly protested against it, saying {that it was an
un-British measure, and that the ounsling of the ordinary jurisdic-
tion of the Supreme Court was a dangerous principle. Kxperience
has shown the justness of those prophetic words. The adminis-
tration of the Act was, in ifs inilial slages, marked by an excess
of zeal in restricling Brilish Indian trade, The Licensing Officer
al, Newcastle refused to renew all Indian licences—that is, nine in
nuinber, It was after very greal expense and tiouble thal six
of them were renewed. As a result, and owing i{o pressure from
the Colonial Office, the Government issued a warning to the
licensing aulhorities Lhat, unless they administered the Aect with
prudence and moderation, and respected exisling licences, the
Gtovernment might be obliged to amend the Jaw, and restore the
jurisdiction of {he Supreme Courl. That was in the eavlier days of
the law's administration. Below are given a few Lypical instances
of what hag happened in Nalal during the last fiva years ;—

(1), ¥, Hoondamal, who had heen trading in the Colony
for some time, wished Lo change premiser, and Lo remove from (Grey
Slreel Lo Wesl Slreel, Durban—just round the corner, in fact, The
shop was absolulely free from objeclion from a sanitary standpoint.
Tt belonged Lo an Indian landlord, and it was a portion of a bloek
of buildings that had heen devoted to Indian traders for several
yeavs,  Mr, Iloondamal had a faney-ware husiners, and denlt in
Orienlal sitks and avl-ware, Ilis trade was almost entirely Euro-
pean, but he did ngt come into compelilion wilth any European
trader. Tlis shop was keptl in o serupulously clean condition., The
transfer frora one premises to the olher was rejected by the Town
Council, on the ground that there were already sufficient Indian
storekaepers in Woslt Slreel, which was, in fulure, 1o be reserved

#*'hig i nob sbriobly neowrato, An aggrioved applieant for o trading-liconge
or any interesled Jiuropean who objects to the insuc of & liconoo to an Indian, may
appeal Lo tho Town Couneil or Liconsing Board, from whose dootaion thereis no
right, of appoeal fo the Buprome Court, oxcepl on groundsof procedure, hut not of fact,

2
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for Earopean traders, though, at the time, there wera nob thres
Indian stores in the business paxt of West Slreet,

(2). Mr, Dada Osman, one of the Joint-1Tonorary Secrefnries
of the Natal Indian Congress, had Dbeen in trade in Vryheid
hefore the war. The place he was trading in was consideved n
Jocation or bazaar during the Boer #égeme. Al the close ol the
war, the District of Vryheid was annexed o Nainl, and then
My, Dada Osman was subjected to conlinned harassment, for tha
aren surrounding his bosiness-premises was coveted by loeal
Turopean traders. The JIicensing Board eventually vefused o
renew his lcence, munless he consented {o remove Lo another
location far away from the village, where it was impossible for
him lo do any business al all, My, Dada Osman’s Vryheid business
has, therefore, proved a very serious loss to Lim, In this cage, ay
also in the previous case, teslimonials from Iuropeans of good
standing were produced to show the respeclability of the applicant,
1t should be remembered, too, that Mr. Dada Osman’s was lhe
only Indian store in Viyheid., To add fto the misery of Lha
sibuation, the anti-Asiatic laws of the Transvaal, in force al Lthe
outbreak of the war, have been taken over bodily for this disbrict,
of Natal. A DBritish Indian, therefore, staying in Vryheid,
not only has to undergo the disabilities imposed upon him
by the laws of Natal, but has added lo Lhein the disabilities that tho
Transvaal Jaws have created for him,

(8). My, Cassim Mahomed had beon Lrading for Lhres yenrs on

a farm near Ladysmilh. Ifor some lima his was the only store,

Then a Buropean firm opened a slore near by, bul discovered thal

Mr, Cassim Alahomed had all the trade of {he Disbrielt, In his

absence, Mr, Cassim Mahomed'’s servant was “ lrapped,” and charged

wilh a weach of the Sanday Trading 1.aw, the servant having sold lo

the “traps” a piece of soap and o little sugar, Armed with this

conviction, the linropenn firm opposed My, Cassim Mahomed’s appli-

eation for & venmewal of his licenee, o lildlelater, 'The Licenwing

Officer listened to their objeclions, and refused Lo renew thoe licence,

An appeal was Laken to the Dislricl T.icensing Board, which confirm-
ed the decision of the Licensing Officer, The Court, with that
strange sense of humour which characlerises theso bodies on anch
occasions ol rejoicing, said that it was not guided by nny prejudice;
it proposed to treab My, Cnssim Mahomed as il had {roated a vepbain
European,” Upon inquiry, it was lenrnt that {his distingnished
representalive of the ISuropean communily had heen conviclad of
having gold opiuny in contravention of the law, {o the Tndinng work-
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ing at the mines in his neighbourhooed, and there were other allega-
tiong againsl him, “LThere was all {he world of difference belween n
lechnical breach of the Sunday Trading Law hy Br, Cassim DMaho-
med’s servantl, in his master's absence, and the breach of the Opium
Law of the Colony by the luropean personally, 1Bul the VBoard rose
superior Lo the logic of frels, and dismissed {he appeal,
My, Cassimy Mahomed, too, produced excellent relerences fiom
European firins of standing, yet this did not prevent his financial
ruin ab the hands of a IFuropean frade rival. DBul, il
appears, on Inrther investigation, Mr, Cassim Mahomed’s 1uin was
brought about by a deep-laid conspiracy, for the IPublic Prosecutor,
n sergeant of police, wns acbually a gleeping partner in the Europ-
ean firm thal secured {he conviction against Mr, Cassim Mahomed’s
employee ! So that complainant and proseculor were united in
{the same person !

In ihe year 1907, o violent wave of anli~Asialic prejudice
swepb over Nalal-—the Colony is subjecl to these periodical
phrenetic outhursts of race-mania ; they have almost become
endemic~—and an attempl was made to erush a number of the
most imporlant Indian lraders,

(4). The Ladysmith Gazelle of the 12lh January contained

the following item :

Tho Licansing Offieer for the Bovough of Ladyamith has notified the loenl
Arob (Indinn Mphomedan) stovelkgopers thub ronowaet of their heconces will nob
bo granted after the tovminantion of the currvent yoar, and that no transler of
liconeos will ba granted duving the samoe peried, Mhe announcoment hpws mot
with muoh favour, eacept by the Arad slorekeepors,

Strange as il may appear, these unenlighltened Brilish Indian
tracders actually did nol contemplale, with the equanimiby of their
Iuropean trade rivalg, their complele ruin  within a year’s time !
The nolice was subsequently wilhdrawn.

(6). At 'Congaal, praclically an Indian village, some 25 miles
from Durban, the renewal of all Indian licences, with the exceplion
of two or three, was refused, no reason  whalever for the refusal
being given hy the Licensing Officer, Whilst # wnol unimportant,
scclion of Lhe Laropean vommunily was rejoicing al  the prospect of
ulter ruin  befalling these uwnhappy people, a poor Indian
woman, who kept a small slore in Lhe village, and who was
refused a renewnl of ler licence, was compelled 1o elose down,
After two days’ hemonning her wrelchod fate, durving which Lime
sho wnag observed o be in a lerrible slate of mental anxiely,
realising ihat starvation slared her in the face, she was found
cdead in her house—-broken-hearted,
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(6). At Verulam, a neighbouring village, renewals of licences
were similarly refused, Al the subsequent hearing ol appenls, from
the Ticensing Officer's decisions, to the Disiriet Licensing Board,
most of the appenls were upheld, though some flagranl cases of
injustice occurred, In one, that of Dhana Ramji, the appeal was
dismissed because the Licensing Officer believed, owing to (Lo
cleanliness of the books, that they had been wrillen up specially and
had not been kept regularly—not thal they did nol adequalely
disclose the unfortunate man’s financial position, In another, thal
of Narayan, the appellant, an old man, with a clean business record
of 30 years, was refused his licence, because his books were not up-
to-date, notwithstanding the fact that he had been too ill o attend

Lo his business.

(7). On ths 12th Februnary, the Licensing Board for the Klip
River Division sat at Ladysmith to hear the appenls of nine Indian
traders against the decision of the Licensing Officer, who had relused
the renewal of their licences for the current year. The Tdcensing

Officer’s rensons for refusal were as follows :

1) Tt is nob, in my opinion, usual and propoer book-keoping {o (ranslalo

books and post them poriodically by nofes kept in » foreign Impuage
(2) Rough notes in Gujarati, Hindi, or oven linglish, ecannol suliileiently dis-

closo the business transactions and flnanocial position of tho applicants.
(3) AFlﬂiennta did not proquee their rough notes, Tho rough English noles
Bh

produced show flguras that give no deinils,
(4) 'The primary object of book-keeping is that each day's transnotions should

e recorded on the day they ave transacted and not periodiealiy.
(b) Ido nok beliave that the hooks avre posted weakly or oven monthly, ay

stated, The evenners of the writing and colouy of the Ink convinee me that thix iy

nob done,
(6) Theve is no checlt whatover upon the rogular periodionl posting of hooks

if such n practico wera to be allowed.
(7} The paltry solaries pnid to theso poriodienl or itinernmt hook-keopetw

ennnol enaure regular hook-keeping,
(8) DBooks ag kopt by applieants cannot, in my opinion, bo the best aud most

relinble evidenco in eases of ingolvenay.

FFor all these reasons, Ire held Lhat the condilions imposed by the
Insolvency Iaw had nol been fulfilled, The Board held that every
trader should be a competent hook-keeper and should keep liis own
books! They refused to allow the regular book-keeper to ba calletd in
evidence. They also refused to allow tho Ticensing Officer’s remarks
to be put in as evidence, They persisted in asking querbions in
English to the appellants who, not understanding Tnglizlt well, wera
unable to veply, Tventually, counsel for the appellants was obligre
to rebuke the Court for their scandalous levity, Addressing Lho
Coart, he urged thal it was never the intention of legislulors that
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the drastic provisions of 1he Act should apply lo the renewal of
licences (the Supreme Courl has, however, since held thal the Act
itself makes no diserimination hetween renewals and new licences).
The Times of Nalrel commented, under the heading * A beandalous
Injustice,” npon Lhe above facls as follows:

A more avhiteary oand unjust proceoding could not be imngined; and wa
have no hesitabion 1 saying that had the Boor aulhorvities, in the days of tho
South Afviean Ropublie, been guilty of such conduet, they would have instantly
heen brought up with & vound turn by the Imperial Qovernment, FHare we hive
n numbaer of reputable Tudiau aliopkeapers, who have built up businesses in which
n large amount of capital is invested, suddenly and  arbitrarily deprived of thoir
trading leonces through nlleged non-complianee with the law, They had eomplied
wiih tho Inw so far ag 1t was in their power to do so, and those who could not
write in English hiad their books made up in aglish st thoe and of cael woek by
a compotoenb hook-keeper,  They have done this for years pnst, and nob n word
hag beon said agninpt the practice until now, We can only doserile the dooision
of the Ladysmith Licensing Board ag n geandalous injustice, illogal ag well ; and
if tho applicants had the mght of appeal —whieh, of oourse, thoy have not—tho
Donrd’s deoision would fmmedintely bo quashed by the Bupreme Court. Woe wish
to be perfectly clear in this mntter, Wo have ne sympathy with Indian traders,
and wo should ho glad to sec an ond of Indian fiading. We would support tho
moseb drastie restimetions ut the port of eniry, and would go so *far as to favour
no fresh licences being geanted to Indian applicants. DBub Lo decline to renow o
trading licenco in tho case of Indians who heave Deon allowed to sottle in the
counbry, who have been condueting their asinesses in a porfeotly logitimate man-
ner for yenrs past, and who have invasted iheir capital in commercinl onterprisoes
on tho strongth of the licence to trade, is to do something which eonflictg with tho
Inws of all civilised netions, and with tho most clomentavy nolions of justice.
Wao hope that stringent instractions will e issued Lo Lieensing Officers to provent:
n repetition of the Ladysmilh seandal ; otherwise, Natnl will gravely embariags the
Imporial Govormment In ite relationships with tho peopls of India.

The Tadysmith Board’s deeisions were evenlually upset by the
Supreme Court, on a technicality, The Chiel Justice said Lhat “ il
was cerlainly extraordinavy that any Courl, sitling as a Court of
Appeal, should decide a question in appenl without having before themn
all {he vecords thal were available.  Apparenlly, they decided the
matler withoul having the records,” Tle concluded by remarking Lhal
the proceedings seemed Lo he of the gravest Trregularily, and should
he sel aside, I was ordered that the appeal should he commenced
de novo. Bolh the Nalal Meveuwry and the Nalul dd.erizser con-
demmed in unmensared tennyg the aclion of the licensing Board,
pgrecing Lhat it was caleulated to hring the fair name of {he Colony
into disrepule, the laller journal going so far as {0 asserl that {he
decision of the Supreme Courl afforded substantinl reliel lo ihe
aggrieved Todian traders, But it did nolhing of the sort. * The
Ladysinith Board sinned indecently, and it was {he indeceney {hat
the Supreme (‘ourl was able Lo punish; but had the Board sinned
decently, as many another Board has done before now [and sinee] in
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Natal, the sin itself would have eseaped punishment, nol because the
Supreme Couxt is less willing to pnnigh sin, bul because it has been
rendered powerless by the Legislature,”® There was nothing, indecd,
to prevent the Ladyemith Licensing Board hearing the appeals
de novo, as ordered by the Supreme Court, with all the records belore
them, and—again upholding the Licensing (Mlicer’s decision, & pro-
cedure that could not be dislurbed by the Supreme Courl, ‘Lhat, in
fack, is exactly what the Board did, on the 7th May, aud the
unfortunate Indian storekeepers were ruined at the stroke of a pon,
and Jost a considerable sum of money, in legal expenses, inio Ulle
bargain !

(8). Au even more scandalovs case oconrred ab Port Shepstone,
wheve a certain M, 8, Vahed was vefused the renewal of hig liceunco,
Before the Licensing Board, the appellanl’s counsel was refused his
application for o copy of the ITdicensing Officer’s reasons for refusal
and a copy of the record. On crogs-examinntion, the lLiecnsing
Officer was brought to admit thal ihe books were well-kepl and
that the Sanitary Inspector had given a good reporl, Ilis initial
reason for refusal was that the applicant had made a compact with
his creditors and was paying #¢, in the £, Ile though( (tell it nol
in Gath, whisper it not in the streets of Askelon!) that ‘' (ke wppli-
cant was not ¢ sustadle (icence holdey 1n that elvilised und respect-
able community!” The foregoing is the textual expression used by
the Licensing Officer. This extraordinary explanation was, nmazing
to relate, accepted by the Boavd as amply suflicient. The venl fnols
of Lhe case were these. The applicant was the vepresentalive of n
licensed firm thal had been in exislence for the previous 15 years,
The refusal would deprive him of the means of oblaining a livelihood
for his wife and children. Ile was nn elderly man and had tho hest
of his life behind him, Ile acled as the Imam of the loeal Mahomo-
cdan congregation, who were nol many, but, who were entitled Lo his
rervices for the advancement of their spiritunl welfare, Mo bl
carried onb bis priestly dulies to the enkire salisfaction of his congre-
gation. Thus, by refusing his licence, thoy would bo deprived of his
spirittnl counsels and he of his livelihood, In regard, to his GO oS-
tion \Tfith his ereditors; finding that he could nol, by reason of
the cl:stre:qsfu! ti.mes,_ pay them in [ull, he honestly approached Lhem
and they, believing in his honesty, accepled a cotipromise, A lism
honest man wonld have sought the proicelion of the Insolvey cy
Law and defied the creditots, Valed preferred, since he

T

® Indian Opinion, April 20, 1907,
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could nof pay all, to pay whal he could, The refusal of tho licenoe
would deprive his creditors of the 9g, in the £ which he had offered
to pay and whieh he would be able to do il he obtained the licence.
It was robbing the credilors of 9s. in the £ if it wers refused,
A petition was read, signed by the Mahomedan ecommunity and
anobher by 28 European residents, in favour of the licence. I'he
Board’s reply was in ihe following terms :

The Bonrd is unanimoeus in its decision thai the action of the Lisensing
Offleor should bo upheld and the appeal is dismissed without costs,

The decision nol {o granl cosls againsl the poor old man was

an exercige of real charity and self-denial !

(9). Take now the case of Alv, M., A, Goga and {wo other traders
of the town of Ladysmith, The principal reason alleged againsi,
ench appellanl was thal he was unable to keep hooks in the English
Janguage himself. In Llhe case of Goga, who was represented by one
of {he lending ndvocates of Natal, My, Wylie, K, (., now a Mem-
ber ol the Legislalive Assembly, the appeal was upheld, In the
olther {wo cases, where the appellants were unable (o afford thn
services of emineni counsel, the appeals were refused, Tn {the case of
one of them, {he Tacensing Officer gave, as additional rensons for
refusal, that “ the man was not capable, 1le was gebling old and
his appearance was nol good. lle had doubls about giving {he
licence lasl year, 1le also said {hal Benne wns a man of the
Inhouring class and he ought lo be on « furm and not Leeping e
store I Tlere, then, is a case where the Licensing Officer aclually
wonlb go far ng Lo deoree nuthoritalively  whal oceapation a man

should, in his opinion, follow !
The Nubul Mercwry commented as  follows upon the Gogs

gnso 3
In stating tho salionl {nels of (Goga's easo, w8 reporked in his apponl to the

Town Couneil of Ladysinith, wo ask tho reader to beay in mind that Ladysmith is
ono of Lho towna in whiclh tho anti-Asiatio agitation was worled up to w white hoat
n faw montha ngo.  Whal, then, nre thoe reported fnets P Tho father of Coge had
heon trading in Tadysmith for 20 yonrs, and on his death Gogn aontinned the busi-
noss iu tho sanje premises, his own trading eaveor oxtending over 17 yenrs, ''ho
promises did not belong to him ab one Lime, bub to a Furopoan residinug in Now-
an~tlo—nunobhor town in whieh thore hng heen n strong anti-Asialic campeign, Tho
point to be noted here is that o Buropoean found it profitnblo to let his propevty to
at Agintic, whilat the community in whiah ho lives ave supposed to bo opposed to
Asintio trading, Tu 1802, tho Lown Counoil eaused (toge to spond L 5,000 in orect-
ing o building which {hey would onmvu ng suitnble for liconsing, In thie way
tho rateable valne of the town, and the nmount of tharatos aearvuing to the Corpora-
Lion, woro increased, ab tho Asiatio’s exponso,  Ladysmith has taken the Asinlios’
monay, and the peopls of Ladyamith now elamounr o ho rid of tho Asinties, Tingh
yonr, (togn sold tho business, but ot tho premisod, to o gentloman of the Corpo-
ration —Lhe gentleman who, for somo time prior Lo Novembov lust, was dMayor
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of this anti-Asingic town. The Indian’s sboelt was “sold” (o this gontloman
for £6,000, and the transnction consisted in tho passing of & bond to tho Indian
for tho amount. Thus, the Mayor was the Indian's tonani, and the Indian
held n Lond over the Mayor’s stock-in-trade. Aboul the time that tha Mnyor
vetived, namely, November &, three-fourths of the stoek washanded back to
the Indizn, who then resumed the business, The pgoods weve m-lguu},lly pur-
chased by the Indian From (amongsb others) three of the leading fiems in West
Skreet, Durban, whother for cash or on the extonded credit which Indinng ave snid
often to reccive from Euvopean firms, doey not appesr ; bub, in any eso, throeo of
the leading fiems in Duvhan, where o good deal of anti-Asiatio sentimont 13 prova-
tent, found it worth thoir while to do husiness with (roga, Thal is nofiall, Tho
sustomers of Goga, in anti-Asiatic Lindysmith, wore Buropenns t0 the oxtont of
95 per cent, and his remaining clientole were * littlo bit Indian, little hit Kalliv’,
The story of Goga, therefore, is that he beging business in promises le fo kim hy o
Euaropean, buys his goods from Bavopeany, selly them to Iavopeans, butlds expon-
sive promises to contorm with Ewropean-made law, hecomes for a Lime a Kuro-
poan Mayor's landlord and bond-holder—-—and thon, at the eaprics of o Liconsing

Officer, ig told that he must shut up his business,

He was permitted and encouraged to do business in Ladyemith, In ovder to
vatain hig right to trade, he erected premiges much more coslly Ehan hororlly
wanted. FHe had no reason to supposo hig right to a licence would gver he callod
in question, and he acguired valuable vested interosts in the town, Tha licence for
1nsb year wed takon out by the late Mayor, to whom Gogn had * sold"” hiy business,
When he toolr the business baek, in November last, he applied for tho liconeo Lo bo
transfervad to him from the late Mayor. That was just ab tho time whon the
anti-Asintic agitation was rampant in the north of tho Colony. Tho licensing Offl-
cer refuged the transfer, nlthough, as far ne one can seo, Gogn was nol loss ualiflod
than he had been daring the yenrs in which he had previensly hold tio liconas, (In
meebing with this refusal, he dizenssed tho position with the ex-Meyor, who srid—
ageording §o the report—that hoe would get tho tranafer, if Goga would give him o
present of £50,% The £ 50 was paid, and a few days later tho rofusal to Lransfor

_the liconee was withdvawn, and the transfor granted. It is nob suggested that the
Lieensing Officer altored his decision for corvupt roasons. 'Tho Licensing OMaor’s
own atatoment ig that ‘ho gave the transfor to holp tho cz-Mayor in hig hond-husi-
ness, 48 he eame and baggod him to do it so many Limos ... ., [Ia wasg influoneed hy
the ex-Mayor to assist him in his fibaneinl business,’  he leonoo then ourrent had
only a few woeks to ran,  The Licensing Offleor refusoed fo vonaw it for the prosent
year, The ground of refusnl way the applionnt’s povional inahility Lo koop s hooks
in English,  He was no loss rblo to do Ao in Janurry than ho was in Novambor,
when he obtnined the transfer, novr in tho provions years during whicl
ha ocoupied the splendid promises whick he  had spotially buill sl tho
licensing Officer’s behest, in ovder to mecure the vight to trade, Move-
over, tha law does uok presovibe that » teador shall personally bo an oxpors book.
legeper in Knglish, o can omploy n book-keeper for the PULPORO, mu{ this hnd
heen done by GGoge, Indeed, it is snid that tho Ticensing Offleor did nob koo Lho
hooks, and that they wore perfeetly in order, according to Inw. Tn theso ojreun-
stances, we feel bound to any that the Town Couueil acted oyuitably in over-pnlin i
their Liconsing pﬂiaer, and deciding to grant tho liconce..,...In Lho eaka of {{opn
he hnad unquostionably boeomo poszessed of vosted interests, whish no nqnibuhl{:
puthority could permit to he arbiteavily taken awny from hiwy, ‘o logislalo agninng
the granting of now licences is ono thing; to suppress a trading husinoss whial
we have suffered to grow up is quite a dilfovent thing. e Buroponn ennnot,aocord-
Ing to any rule of justico, make uso of tho Agiatio or his own n,ﬂmumw;h trado

My, Ei‘;ﬁ‘fﬂﬂ Opinton of Mnreh 2, 1907, charged the ox-Mayor with hlnﬂlmmiling
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with him, and epcoyrage him te hocomo eatablished in tho land—and then abruptly
raip him, and tarn him adeift o8 an outeass,

The writer makes no apology for making lhe foregoing lengthy
quotation, for, after all, it presents n concise epitome of the Indian
trading question in Natal—except that the Indian {raders nre
usually not so fortunate as My, Goga, in  sesuring redress of
viclant pervergion of justice,

(10) At Maritzburg, a free Indian, named FP. N. Chetly, was
refused the renewal of a licence to lrade, unless he consented to
remove fo 1he “Indian quarter” of the town. This he declined to do,
as his clientele would disappear, He, too, was accordingly ruined,

(11) Tlere, also, the firm of Tajoodeen Maliomed, Ghouse, &
Co., were refused a licence to trade because the Iidcensing Officer
required them Lo keep their books after the manner of a Chartered
Accountant, Councillor Kelly, one of the members of the Town
Couneil, sitling as a Comrt of Appeal, even went so far as to say
that he * thought it a very grveat havdship that a man, after
eighleen years in business, should have his licence taken away,
hecanse his books were nol kept on chartered accountants’ lines ¥,
in which remarks another Councillor conetrred,

(12) At Iarding, the renewal of a licence was only granted
conditionally upon the appeliant’s agresing lo dissoive the partner-
ship inlo which le had already enlered. This lie was obliged to
consent to, ns, on the slrenglh of previous verbal promises to renew
the licence, on the pary of the T.icensing Officer, he had ordered
large stocks of goods from Durban,  The proviso insisied upon by
the Tideensing Board was ohviously in 1esbraint of trade, bal the
unfortunate applicant had no alternative but to comply, Ile eould,
undoubledly, have re~cntered into the parinership immedialely
allerwards, but that wounld merely have posiponed the coup de
grdee for o year,

These are a few of the cases reported by the newspapersof
Natal in the early parl of 1907, They crealed such a publie scandal
bhat the Ladysmith Ticensing Officer, who hadissued the famoud
nolice, refusing renewals at the end of thal year, was guietly
advised to wilthdraw the nofice, which he promptly did. ’I'he
Government, too, were not insensible of the dangeroaus position into
which they were drifting, and which was being loudly proelaimed
hy queslion after quesiion in the IDouse of Commons, It may here
he remarked, parenthetically, thal not o single question on the
subject was put by any member of the Natal Parliament, But the
(tovernment, in order to prevent the Irequency of appenls, which

t}
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thiey: appeared to regard as a nnisance, aud. which were uisunlliy
conducted on hehalf of the Indian iraders, issued Rules making it
a,condition that, in all fulure cases where ‘ﬂPPEﬂ]S were “‘T{Lf‘ﬂ:
deposit of the sum of £12-10s, would be required, Matiers remained
more or less quiescenl until the present year, when there appears Lo
have been a tendency towards a 1'eurudeacm?ce of thfa 011:1 i:rmlble.

(13} TLast March, at Dundee (a nolorious .unt,i-AsmLm centre),
My, Amodji Bemath was refused the renewal of }115 licence,because }I.E
had recently made a composition with his eredilors, and nltflmu,q.h it
was known that it would be impossible foy him o {ulfil Lis obliga~
tions towards them unless he secured the licence {hat would hnve
enabled him to earn sufficient for that purpose, |

(14) At ihe same place, M1, Sujatkhan was similarly refused
heopuse he had commilted the heinous offence of faking a pauiner,
owing to his own advancing yenrs, With such a pﬂi‘ftceden. b, il i
anly o matter of time for some intelligent and enterprising Ticensing
Officer to.1efuse the renewal of n licence to an Indian {rader who lLay
just been favoured with a male heir, on the ground thal, eventually,
the lat{er may succeed to the business!

(15) Mr. M. A, Goga, of Ladysmith, hag once morp heen tho
objeet of altack, Until last month, his brother-in-law occupied n
store, for which he had a licence, belonging to Mr. Goge, When Lha
brother-in-law retiied from business, Mr, Goga, who not unnalorally
wished to preserve Lis interests, applied to have the licence trans-
ferred to him. The application was refused, on the pround that Lhe
Licensing Officer was not issuing any new licences {o Asialic traders
or allowing existing licences o be taken up by new firms, Of course,
the licence in question was nol a new licence, and equally certninly,
Mr, Goga’s was not a new firm, so thal the Licensing Offcer’s ren-
sons were doubly bad, 'The transfer -was objected Lo hy 83 lieads of
local firms, store-assistants (the independence of whom is notl bheyond
question) “and others ”, becanse Mr, Gogn ahendy had a slore
licence and should not have another (a fatal ohjection in the ease of
the large European wholesale-relail firms), beeanse an  inerease in
the number of vetail licences was undesivable (none was contemyla-
ted), becawse it was the custom gradually to wipsont Tndian (iconces
(& naive confession, surely !), heenuse the brother-in-law himself was
retiring from business (thus affording an opportunily for the jn-
ficton of a commereial injury ujon Mr. Goga), and heeanse {hero
were already more than enough Tndian licences and an  inerease
of the coloured population was not in the best inlerests of the cop-
munity or of the Colony at large (surely an irrelavant, and entivaly



NATAL, 14

inadequale reason, seeing that Mr., Goga was a very old resident
of the town). The transfer was supported by 144 Turopeans (mainly
railway employees and their wives), Thus, whilst Mr, Goga’s trade-
competilors were anxious for his ruin, the loeal liuropean consumers
were equally anxious to retain  his services, The applicalion wad
refused, IL will be observed that all the above refusals relale to
exisbing licences,

Buat there are nol a few Europeans who are heartily disgnsied
with the injuslice wrought by this latitude afforded to thie European
competilors of Indian traders to vob the lalter of their liveliliood
wilhout compensation. T'he late Mr, T.abislour, when still a Menmber
of the Durban Town Council, and before he became Attorney-General,
ouce walked oul of & Council Meeting, when the Council was sitling
as & Court of * Appeal”in an Indian licensing case, saying that le
refused to take any part in that ** dirty business.”

Mr, Ramsay Colling, Loo, one of the proprietors of the Nuired
Mercury and also a Member of the Durban Town Couneil, said, on a

similar occasion, Lhat he

did not wish to hide his own porsonal opiniong—divergent ag they might ha
from those of his colleaguos. o considered that tho policy of the Legislature in
oonstituting the Town Counecil a Court of Appoal was ill-adviged, 1t appeavoed to
him decidedly unjust that man could nob appeel to the SBuprome Court, whore tho
guestion af issno could be judged by frained judgos, and, if noceasary, taken to

tho Privy Counail,

Another potent reason for ilie recrudescence of these allempts
to eliininate the British Indian traders of Nalal is the refusal by’
the Imperial Goverument, last year, (o assent lo the {wo amazing
licensing mensures passed by the Natal Parliament, ab the instance
of the Grovernment ol the Colony., ‘I'he firsl of Lhese was a law Lo
slop the issue of new lrading licences {o Asinlics afler December 31,
1008 ; Lhe second, Lo stop Lhe renewal of all exisling Asiatic licences
aller December 31, 1918, with nominal compensalion, This was n
deliberale attempt Lo * wipe oub” all Indian trade within a period ol
ten years | Nob even Nalal-born Indians conld have the right lo
trade in the fulure ; no trading by Indians could bo done even with
members of their own community. Theidea was very simple, No
account was taken of the fact Lhal, hy the year 1918, Lhere would
probably be no Indian licences for which compensation would have (o
he paid, hy reason of the salisfnclory process of decimalion annually
carried oul through the agency of the existing TLicensing Acl.
IForiunately, as hLas been stated, the Imperinl Government rejected
the measures, lo no-one’s very greal surprise, and Lhus the Indian
traders have yel another brief respite belore it is soughl to-comnit
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the next act of depredation ngainst them, Norneed it be lhought
that these incuysions upon the Indinn traders’ vights ave due to
his commercial dishonesty, On this subject, Mr, Neame snys :

Somatimes charges tre made agninst tho Indian fraders of dishonest
practioes and suspicious insolvencies. ‘Ihese, howover, are hol substantiated
and should not recsive orsdence, Tho greatest complimont to tho uprighl
denlings of the Indianis the fack, admitted publicly both in Drotoria and
Durban, that the Indian ean got oredit from the wholesnle firms when white

traders ave tefused. ®

Neither iz the reagon of the Indian irnder’s suceess solely {hal
of commereial probity. It is equally due to the fact that Le s
good business man, thrifty, sober, and courieous, The following
letter by a correspondent signing himself ¢ Zululander 7 appenred

not long sinee in the Netal Mereury :

We are continually hearing of ihis (the Astatic) question, both
through the medium of the Press, and on public platforms. JFrom tho
gonsumer’s point of view, thore is o great denl to be wsaid in favour of tho
Arab (Mahomedan Indian) store-keepor, especinlly in ocountry districis, In
the first place, he makes storekeoping his espeoinl study, IHo is nnt prrb
storekeeper, part favimor, pavt money-lender, Ile in, above wll, oxtramely abliging,
and no trouble is foo great so Jong s o customor enn ho plenged, In thig
ho is in striking contrast fo grest numbers of Buroponn sbove-lecpers who, with
many irons in the fire, cannob spara the time or have not fhe inclination, to pub
themselves oub to pleaso o customor, As for not kooping their hooks in ordey,
I have vocently been asgured by the Chairman of a Liconsing Board that in this
I‘EEdpEﬂﬁ they aro quite wp tothe standard of the avernge Eurepean A#torc-keeper,
and, indeed, judging from individual experience and from personal knowledgo
of othere, I should gay they mustbe bad indeed not o veach that low standurd,
Token all round, then, and looked at from the unfortunate consumor’s point of
view, it 18 the Euovopean's own fault if he cannot; retain his onatomers, Ilo shonkl
mend bis ways, and uso hiz privilego of n stova-koeeper, not ns p foil of seoondary
commercial moment, which too many do, but lenrn that at nll couts peopla will huy
in the cheapest movket, and will go far to have thoir wangs ﬁntrﬂﬂﬂﬂ with that
thoroughness whieh follows on o close aftention to business principles and businesy
detail, Tt is the want of gompetition amongst thomselves which Lins so fnr on-
couraged tha Arab tvador to enter the lats againt hie move [avouved vival, 1t iy
only the slipshod store-keeper, the man who expoots to geb exorbitant profits with
the minimum of trouble, whe is oontent to keop old stock, and to foist it on o long-
suffaring neighbowrhood, who need fonr, Any sound business-man, with up-to-daio
idess, will mora than hold his own, 'The writoy is only voioing the opinion of very
many who are now dependent on this snmo slipshod, avaricious typo whon ho says
that an extengion of tho better olass Avab stove-keeper into theso benmighted regions
‘would be hailed a5 n boon and a blossing,

From this it is clear that the Indian's opponent is not {o Do
found in the Earopean consumer, who, in fact, is usual ly economi-
cally dependent upon him. It suffices, as a commentary upon fhe
above flattering tribute, to say thal, ns to the Drovince of
Zululam_i, which is, to-day, an integral part of the Colony of Natnl,
the Indian trader and hawker are prohibited from enlry,

Tk e iy e W T iy g ek ——
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Indentured. Immigralion,

The principal law relating to indentured and ex-inden-
Lured immigrants and  their descendents is Law 25 of 1891,
It *hag received additions and amendments in the shape of
Act 17 of 1895, Act 1 of 1900 (togethier with Regulations
nnder these  Acls), Ack 2 of 1903, avd Acts 39 and
42 of 1905, The remarkable lhing naboul this mass of legislalion
is that, penernlly speaking, it appears, supeificially, to safegnard in
many directions the welfare of the immigrant labourers, Upon closer
investigation, however, it will befound that somelhing perilously
akin Lo a condilion of temporary slavery prevails, af least, with many
of the employers, Indeed, thal is exaclly how the system was once
degeribed by the late Sir Williamn Wilson Tlunter, and it must be
placed Lo the credit of the Indian community of Natal that it is un-
animously and tolally opposed to the principle of indenlured labour,
and, as a congequence, to the further introdnetion of covenanted
lnbourers into the Colony. The labonrers are recruited f{or the fen,
coffee, and sugar-plantations, the railways, government and munici-
pal services, the conl-mines, ngriculture and domestic cmploy-
menl, The residenl Indians regard {he systemas o Lhinly dis-
guised form of slavery, entirely foreign to the spirib of Indian
thought and economic docirine, and colonigl feeling iy largely
hostile to its conbinuance, on cconomic grounds, Its suceessful
recruiting depends almost entirvely upon the helplessness and hope-
lessness canserd by prolonged dearth and, often, disease in the
Inhourers’ native land, Uhe best recrniting agonts are, undouhledly,
fumine and wanl—agencies alin to those that drove Tuglishmen in
large numbers Lo join the Georginn nrmiesin the Bighleenth Centory,
Lo fight in wars wherein they hod nol the slighlest interest ; agencies
gimilar Lo those which have, v the main, driven half the population
of Ireland away from the {-uuntry mostly {o the United States
ngencies of like nalure to those which commpel many parenls in
Toastern and South-Kastern loarope Lo sell Lheir davghters into what
ig worge Lban slavery,

The system is abhorveni, by reason of ils evil effecls upon
Kuropean and Indian alike, Nowhere else in South Afriea ig Lhe
customary mental atlilade of the Tharopean lowards the Indian so
contempluouns,  Lle seems nol seldom Lo have bheen brought up in
the tainted atmosphere of the Southern Stlates of the American Union,
and the (udian conlract lahourer is often, to him, a heing of n
siib-human ovder,  Wilh the employer, the tendeney is Lo treal the
lubourer as a mere chaitel, a machine, a commereial asseb to bo
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worked to its fullest capncity, regardless of the human e']unwnt,
careless of the play of human passions, The systemn lends ilsell Lo
heartlessness and cruelty, if nol on the part of the employcr then on
that of his sirdars and oveiseers. It is havd to believe that the average
employer of indentured labour has risen abhove Lhe puLLy‘ la}?rtlﬂ‘i‘.i{"ﬁ,
the multifold temptations, the de-hrumanising tendencies, inherent 1n
it, though quite probably many employers are unaware ol {he hard-
ships inflicted upon the labourers throngh the harshness of their sub-
ordinates, And it is impossible to helieve that the mujorily of cases of
desertion, either singly or in a body, are due {o the natural depravily
of the lnbourers, It is o physical and a social impossibility for the
Protector of Indian Immigrants (their official guardian), or the estale
Medical Officers, to completely control abuse on the parl of employers
or their agents, The petty persecubions and constant injustices
with which the system, at ieast ag it is developed in Nalal, abounds
can never be revealed fo an alien official, however greal his sym-
pathies may be. Only an Indian, thoroughly Lrusted by the
labourers, great~hearled encugh Lo acl as their advocate, complelely
independent of the employers and their powerful organisation, Lhe
Immigration Trust Board, with full powers of entry and aclion,
would he able to elicit the facts at the hack of whal Mr, Barnetl, the
late Superintendent, of Education in Natal, once scornfuily called
the * piggeries” on some of the Nalal estates, the gigantic suicide-
rabe amongst the indentnred Indians, and the cases of appalling
eruelty that now and again revenl themselves from behind tho monac~
ing veil of myatery that shrouds the present inarliculate and chaolic
mass of misery,

The writer has no wish to offer any sweeping condemuntion of
all employers of labour alike. 'I'hat would be bolh unwise and
unjust, On such estates ng those of Sie Joames Liege Tulelt, U
ILon. Marshall Campbell, and Mr. Ilindson, to mention only n [ew
of Lthe best-known employers of Jabour, the indentured Inhourers
material weifure is far better than il would have been had they
remained in Indin.  As a yule, the largest employers of labour, by
virbue of the very exteni{ of Lheir indusbrinl or agviculiural OO~
tions and enterprises, are differently and heller qualified for tha
respousibiliby and care exacted by this class of labowr, Bual
these employers ave, in fact, the worst enemies of the [udian
community, for it is owing to their humanve treatment of the
In'din,u ]nl?aurera assigned Lo them that any good thing whalever mny
still be said of the condilions of the system, I{ all employery of
labour had been merely selfish seekers aller wealih, enliraly dis-
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regavdlul of their duty towards those who produced it for them, =
crisis would have been precipilaled long since, and the syslem
would alveady have received its dealh-blow, Nor is il alone the
condilions that oblain, on many of the estates or wilh many of {the
employers, thal are abhorrent, The system iilself reeks with
injustice to all those who ave subiect 1o ils powerful and far-veaching
inflluences, whether in the capacity of employer or employed.
Because the slave wears a gold collar round his neck and is clothed
in silks or saling, he is no less a slave; and hecaise his employer
treats him thus, lhe former is no less a slave-owner, though,
cerlainly, he will not be slave-driver. It may even be admitted that
the condilions of labour in Nalal are less hard than in some other
places, Bul, Lhat admitled, 1t does not take away from the Lrue
nature of the system,

Indenture 1s a contract of a peculiar nature enlered into, nol
under the common law of Che counlry, but under a Slatate specially
doviged to meeb Lthe case. T'he labourer never knows Lo what employer
he is Lo be allolted, heing required lo enler inlo bhis contracl in
Indin, and to congent to allotment to any employer thal Lhe Proleelov
may choose for him, Belween the master and the servant, under
sueh o law, Lhere can be no human relationship, save such as may
olten be observed bhetween an owner and his cattle, And, ag o matier
of fnel, the Indian labourer is often regarded by his employer as
of less account than a good beast, for Lhe lalter costs money
Lo replace, whereas Lhe former is a cheap commordily, The syslem,
Loo, 13 unfair in ity incidence, for Lhe halance of advantage in the
contract of service lies always with {he employer and never with the
omployed, Mo long as breaeh of conlrael on the part of the Tahourer
i lrweys (and on Lhat of che employer seldom) regarded ag a crimin-
nal and nol as a eivil malier, it is Impossible to regard indenture
in any light other than that of a system pevilously approaching one
of rervile condilions, and this quile independenlly of whal may
oblain in other parts of the world, whers conditions may be hebter
or worse,

So far as the employee 18 concerned, his difficullies commence
before he Jepves India, To his innoeence, he helieves all the alluring
tales of n Soulh Ahican Bl Dorado Lold him by {luent recruiling agenis
(** Lontts,” ns Lhey ave known in Soulh Afrien), whose income varies
with Lhe number of labourers secured,  The labourer has litlle or no
means of discovoring the exaggerntion of these tales, ITe is nsaally
an extremely ignorant man, and anything, for the moment, is betler
than lis then condilion of penury and slarvation, Ti is true that
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he is legally supposed 1o have n complete knowledge of the lerms of
the contract of labour upon which he enters, and which 18 requirved
to be carefully translated and interpreted to him, hut what can a
simple pergant possibly understand ol a Lighly techmieal docament, ?
What can he know of its contents, heyond the barest and hazicst,
facts, nnmodified by contingent conditions that every one in Natal
knows and nuderstands?  What can he know of the Imuigratlion
Laws, under whose operation he will come? What ean he know of
the social conditions existing in Nabal, which place him for ever m
the eategory of the politically disinherited and the socially ostracised,
wheveas, in his native land, he is a {ree man, and, as we qre
assured, the ohject of the untiring solicifude of a palernal (+ovein-
ment 7 When he arrives in his new home, he encounters totally
naw conditions of life, over Jong hours of loil, most arduous drudgery,
frequent ill-usage, climatic differences, insufficient food-supply, lack
of family life, temptations o immorality, petty fines and punish-
ments, One of the worst features of the system 1is the introduction
of women in the proporlion of forty to every hundred men, and who
are 1ol necessarily the wives or femdale velatives of lhese wmen, 1
13 obvious that the atmoest inevitable result with very many of theseo
women, whatever might have been the orviginal intention of {ha
framers of the law, is that they are templed to barler fheir virtue,
affording, perhaps, a guess ab the origin of (he texm * coolie maries,”
as applied to them; and, to-day, venereal disense is working havoo
nmongst the indentuved labouvers. Conditions of the grossesl i
motality must necessarily prevail, and these ave added lo hy tho
pracieal non-recognition, by the law, of Tndian religious marriages
entered into prior fo the completion of the eonirnek (and even
afterwards) unless repigtered with t{he Proteclor, And even snel
registrablon as is provided for is no saleguard agninst immorality
and inbtense havdship, as will be ohseived from a ease that will
presenbly he quoted, 1t is almost unnecessary Lo draw the logienl
conclusions from Lhe above facts, and to comment npon the effeots
of these abnormal and unhealthy conditions of Jife upon hotli Lha
physique and the character of the chilien of the immipianis, with-
out social or religious sanctions to direct the latter (o a higher
view of life, and with few opportunities of iunition for their childron.
It is plain that these must sooner or later degenerale in moral fibre,
Suicides dmongst Indentured Indigns.

One of the most significant phenomena associated with the
system i3 the enotmously high suicide-rate nmongst the indeniured
labourers, Singularly enough, too; it is one thal has gearcely Deen

L
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touched upon directly by the Protector in his Annual Reports for the
lagl, five yenrs, Ile hag, apparently, nok heen concerned with the
areal disparily of suicides amongst the indentured Iabourers as
contrasted with the free Indinn population, composed of ex-indentured
aborers and their descendants, Perhaps some reason may
e found for the many singularilies thal arise, in a contemp-
fation ol these phenomena, from the amazing story of cuelty
and injustice that is indicaled by the examples that will
presently be given. Meanwhile, let us face the facts of suicide,
[n the year 19006, the figures for indentared Indians were 27, and
for free Indiane (exoluding the Lrading community, in which suicide
is practically unknown), 13; in 1907, they were 26 and 15
respeetively ; and in 1908, 18 and 14 respeclively., These fignres
however, tell nothing in this form, They meant in 1906, a snicide-
rate por million of 661 and 213 respeclively; in 1907, (628
aund 244 respeclively; and in 1908, 414 and 234 respectively,
What this really signifies wmnay hbest be shown by a comparison
with figures showing the suicide-rale per million inhabitants
in Iudia, This we find, (rom official slatistics, to have heen,
in 1904, 33'5, in 1905, 40, and in 19006, 39 or averaged for Lhe
three years, 37. Tabulnting the figures, and comparing with those
for free Indiau Immigrants and indentured Immigrants, we find

something as [ollows :—
T, I.* B, Lt I L

1904 e 336 89 4G9  per million,
1005 . 40 249 AB2 ,
1906 . 80 913 661,
1907 oy R 244 628 ,,
1408 R 234 414, y)

The difference is slartling ; during {he three years for which a
comparison can be made, we never find the suiciderale emongsl
indentured ndians in Notal o be less than fowrlesn limen awhal
il 18 for lhe whole of Indie, in any one year, whilst novmally,
il dx al lenst lurge, and somotzmes oven five ltmes as ligh «e
amongst the free Indians of the Oolony! Most of the Indinus
bronght nnder indenture fo Nalal come from the Presidency of
Madrns ; comparntively few come fromm Che Caleulln side, The
avernga suicide-rate per million for the lhres years, 1904-0, in

L1 L, Tobal Indian suicides por million inhabitants in India,

LA " " . s freo Indinns in Watal,

} LI .., s " " w  indontured Indisns in Natal.
HE Pigures unnvailablo.
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Madras, is 45, and, in Bengal, 568, Conlrasl bhis wiLﬁh 661 per
million, the average for the last five years, amongsl the md:ﬂntul ed
Indians of Natal, and we find thal ¢ ¢s more than lwelve temes the
suicide-rate in Madras, and neurly ten times that in Bengal |

That Indians me amongst the people lenst prone to take their

lives may be shown, statistically, from the following figures s~
* Per million,

Suicide-rate all India (average 1904-6) e 37
Do. Madras ( do. ) e 4D
Do, Bengal ( do. ) e D8
Do. England and Wales (1805) e 104
Do, Ruropean population of Johannesburg (1906). 870
Do, Paris (recently) e 400
De. INDENTURED INDIANS IN NATAL

(average 1904-8) ... 98]

The Indian communal leaders have again and again soughé an
explanation of these terrible figures, hbut none has been fortheoming,
Again and again an mgnity has been pressed for, but withoub avail,
The figures demand the narrowest serutiny and the suspicions
aroused by them the most searching investigation, with a view to
elicit the trne cncumstances, ro that the public muy know why the
suicide-rate amongst Indinns serving ndentures is twice as high ns
amongst the same cluss of Indians who, as *“free” men, have often
to pay a minimum taxation fo the State of £ 7 per annum, upon an
average monthly income of twenty shillings, renl in addition Lo this,
are obliged to pay for their own food and thal of those dependent
upon them, and have medical and clothing expenses ag well,

The Indenture Laaws,

Turn, now, to the Indenture Laws themselves, and the Rules and
Regulations subsidimy Lo these, The eapitnl T.aw, of conrse, is Acl
21 of 1891, Bection 30 provides that, if an [adian immigran
under indenture be found beyond one wile from {he employer's
residence without written leave, he may bo arvested, provided
he is mnot on his way to lodge a complaint before the
Divisional Magistrate or the Iroteclor, and may be taken
back to his employer, all charges incarred by renson of
such return being deducted from  his wages, Should the Magis-
trate, upon inquiry, be of opinion thal the complaint is hivolous, a
similar deduetion may be made, Tt is frequently alleged that inden-
bured Indians, bearing writter leave of absence, have been arrested
by police, who have torn up the passes, for a reward is given for the
ayrest of deserters like that given Lo the eaptor of a “1*1111-nwn.y slava”

S
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in the Southern States of the American Union in the old days,
Detuclions for the reasons above-mentioned may not exceed half the
monthly wiges,

Section 31 makes il, lawlul for the Protector, or any Magistrate
or Justice of the Peace, or any DPolice Constable, or the owner or
oceupier of any land or house (including his servant), to slop
any immigrant found upon or about such house or land and
demand his certificate of discharge or his written leave of\
nbsence. The presumption, therefore, is Lhat every [ndian immigrant,
whether free or covenanted, is a deserter, Should he fail to pro-
duce the document, he must be iluken forthwith to the nearest
Magistrate, who, unless he iy satisfied that the immigrant has a
certificate of discharge ora wntten leave of absence, shall, for a
first offence, impose a fine of 10s. (approximately n month’s wages)
or inflict the punishment of impisonment, with haord labowr, for
any lerm nol exceeding seven days (in practice it is never less
than seven days), for a second offence, similar imprisonment for
fourteen days, and for every subsequent offence, 30 days. Ab the
end of this period, the immigrant is to be returned to his employer
al his own expense,

Penalties are imposed for unlawful absence from work, in the
shape of deductions for each day’s absence, the monthly maximum
of such deductions nol Lo exceed the monthly wages, In additlion,
where the number of such absences exceeds 26 days in any one year,
tlouble the number of days aie to be added before the term of the
conlract isheld {o have expived,

In case of sickness, Lhe employer may deduet from lhe
wages al the rate of fourpence per day during the firsh and second
years of incdenture, and sixpence per day during the remaining
period. Ifrequently, howover, it 1s charged aguinst employers thai
Lhey deduel the full sixpence per diem, whalever the length of
sarvice, and some unscrupulous employers, so as {o be rid of the
vesponsibility of caring for cick labourers, and in order that they
may deduet a larger amount from Lthe monthly wages, are said
aclually 1o have the sick men or women arrested for absence without
leave, when, of course, the Stale has to bear the cost and the
employer derives the benefit, In 1egmd Lo such allegalions
it is extremely difficull to procwe direct evidence, by reason of the
peculiar position of the lohourer,

Ileavy punishments are inflictel for absence {rom roll-call,
negloct  of work, disobedience, gioss-insolence, fraud, deception,
damage to the employer’s properby—Dbut it is queslionable whether,
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in regard to many of these offences, the penalties are oxplained Lo

the lubourers al, the {ime of entering into tho econlracis,
Section 101 s, pevhaps, the most amazing of all  the amazing

secbions of this Acl and its numerous progeny, I reads ay follows:
When all or a large number of the Indian immigrants omployed upon nny
estate ov praperty shall mbgent thomselvos from their employment without leave for

the pnepose or on the preteneo of making any complaint ageinst thoe nmplﬂym',
gueh Indinu or any numbey ot them shall bo lisblo to be brought bofore sany Court,

and, on conviction, to he panished by ftne not oxaceding 'Lwo Pounds Bierling
(three to four timos the amount of tho monthly wagos), or by imprigsonmoent for any
poriod not exceeding two months, with or without hined labour, whoethor such
somplaint shall or shall not be adjudged to be groundless or frivolons, wnd

notwithstundeny that such complainl moy be successfid,
Commenting upon this movision, the Natal Adveriiser says:

'Lhis means that, evon if & number of Indians oarry n gross complaint agningt
sll-troxtment to the Protector and suceeed in getting compensation und redross,
they are hiable to bwo monthy’ havd Inbour for having dared to secle juative without
flust obtaining permiasion] This, we take it, i8 the mast scandalouns provision
grtant on any British Statute-book, anywhere, What it these unfortunnto wrotehos
have bo anle permission to go to the Proteotor from the very man they propose to
gomplain against? 1s he gt all likely to grant i§? And, il not, are thoy to ondure
on in patience P Tids seclion alone i enough to damn the whole Aot,

Yet, nnder if, a large number of immigrants were sentenced
for darving to successfully complain regarding gross ill-trealinent
at one of the principal Collieries in the Ladysmith District,

Act 1 of 1900 amends the Jaw of 1891, Section 2 makeg
provision for the manner in which an immigrani, who has gone
to the Protector o make complaint, shall be returned fto (Lhe
employer befors the complaint is imwestigated, Should it appear
that the complaint 1s frivolons or unfounded, the cost of his return
is decducted from his monthly wages, and, in addition, he s lablo
to prosecution and punishment for illegal absence, The following
is an exact copy of the printed form which, when comploted, iy
addressed by the Profector of Indian Immigrants (that is the
official’s style and Litle) to the employers whose labourers have gone
to him to make complaint +—

PROTECTOR OF INDIAN IMMIGRANTS' OFFICH,

Duyban.

]I,)ﬂﬂ.n].' Bil‘, uuuuu"u-uu.-l“” s
With reforenae to the Indian,.......,.eevrimcana NGt ottine fo
compluin on the ... . ... ingtand, I bave to inform you, in  torms of Beolion 2
Agh 1, 1900, that the Indian was NO® JusTIFInD in coming to mo o complain, e
yott are ak Libeprly lotake hinm befove the Uagistrale and oharge him wador soo-
tign 35, Law 25, 1891, and to deduct the cogt of vaturning him from auy wagos now
due or which may fall due,
I have the honor to e,
Bir
Your ulmﬂim]h'ﬂurvm] b,

Protector of Indiun Immigranis
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Ho that the officinl appoinfed by {he Government of Natal to
walch over and protect Lhe intervests of the Indian labourers enlrusied
to the public eare of the Colony actually nuderiakes the role, not of
prolection, but of prosecution, of his wards ! Later, it will be found
thal he is also at times their perseculor. Bub the amazing effrontery
of the above document lies in the fact Lhat it purpoits Lo be written in
terms of Seetion 2ol Act 1,00 1900, Upon relerence to that seelion, i
appears that the only informalion that the law requires the Proiector
to give Lhe employer is *“that ihe complaint, was frivolous and unfound-
ed, or otherwise Lhat the Indian Tmmigranl was not justified in
leaving his employers’ premises wilhoul permission.” 1le is mnot
required Lo give gratuitons legal advice to employers who
are supposed Lo know the law, and who, in any case, can secure legal
assistance in the ordinary manner, by paying for it. So that, the
Protector, in practice, becomes the legal adviser of the employer,
wlhilst Lthe poor labourer suffers unaided and anrepresented,

Section 3 of Lhis precious Aet, however, goes slill further, Take
tlie case where a labourer has been brutally ill-trealed by an em-
ployer, and hears the marks upon his body. 1Ile comes to the
Protector, who finds that he is not badly enough injured lo be sent
to hospital, The Protector is empowered to order him to bhe sent
back under escort to his employer,

Should any Indisn Immigeant deeline to veturn o his omployor whon so
dirosted, ag provided in the proceding Boction, hoe shall be deemed grilty of aon-
travening Bection 31 of Law No. 26, 1491, and shall bo doalt with acceordingly, and
ovory subsequent rolusal shatl ronder him linble fo furthor punishment under tho

gamo Baoction (1),
So thal the Protector, fur from affording prolection, is authorised

Lo (and does) shield himsell hehind the law by having the reealei-
‘Lrant and injured labourer hated belore n Magisirate who, before he
gan even mvesbigate the man's complaint, i8 bound {o commit him
Lo gaol with hard labour for a given period!

Bul even Lhis is nol enough, Complainis having evidently become
too frequent to be convenient, Lhe Grovernment lhave actually issued
Rules placing ohstacles in the way of an Indian complainant’s going
Lo tho Protector, who, bhe is lold in Tudia, is to he falher and mother
to him. Ne¢ indentured labourer may go Lo complain to the Pro-
teclor, withonl firsl obtaining a pass to do so lrom the Magistrale of
his Division 3 obtherwise he is Hable {o mrest and relum fo his em-
ployer. I the Magisirale, having taken down the man’s deposition in
writing, is satisfied thal he is acling in good failh, that is, that he
has a prémat facie ense, ho is vequired {o issue such a pass, I the
lubourer fails Lo satisfy Lhe Magistinte and does not muke good his
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complaint, “ he shall be deemed o hﬂ.VE':' confravenetd Ll_mﬁﬂ Rll]{:H &
(for which penalties are, of course, pl‘lﬂ\’lﬂﬁil)- N“W:i”l the  first
place, an ohsbacle is placed in a unmplm:mnta wuy Lo » {}t.';c‘ml Lo Lhe
Protector in order to lay his complaint, The Prolector ig COH Dl
tively independent of employers, Lhough, when ho povs on iy lfm'r
of inguiry, he often becomes their guest, Bul ['rvquunll:ly, L.h{a Divi-
sional Magistrate, born and bred in an atmosphere ol hl‘l]lI-HI]IWl‘l"y
and tainted with the Coloninl prejudice ngainst and contemnpl for the
indentured labsurer, and perhaps himself an employer  of mer.m:L
labour, mnay be na friend of Lhe pnl‘bi1:11!n1" vtnplnyv.rIummvrnmg
whom complaint is made and who may he in a position Lo bring
social pressure to hear,  Suppose ilhat sueh a _ense  oceurs,
what chance of redvess has Lhe poor complainant? 'l ulm* the enga
where an employer ill-lrents a labourer.  ‘l'he Ini 4 on his way to
make complaint, when he is arrested hy a Kaftir policeman, who
lakes him back to his employer, with whal resulls may he boetber
imagined than deseribed, Should le succeed in 1'9:1{:]1‘111;;' 'Lhﬂ loen]
Magistrate unmolested, he is required to salisly thal lunctionary of
his having a prima fucte case against his employer.  If the Magis-
trate happens to be o friend of the gmployer, a  powerful man
in the district, he may refuse to issue (Lhe pass aubhorising
the man to complain to the Drolector, awl may return him
under escort to the employer, the complainanl having Lo hear
the cost  of such veturn, Shonld the laller from fear or ignorance,
fail Lo go to the Mngistrate, bul proceed direct Lo the Prolector, bhat
official’s first demand is for the pass Lo make complaint, and as (g
is not forthcoming, the unfortunate man is brought bafore the Dur-
ban Magistrate and convieled for hreach of Lthe ahove Retles, Supposo,
however, thal he has done all that by law he was vequired (o o, and
hag safely arrived ab the Proteclor’s office. e Protector, having
laken the man’s writlen deposition, and hefore investipgation, will
order the man’s reburn to his employer, Knowing whal to oxpect
bhere, and realising that his complaint is almost cerbnin, in these
circumstances, to be aseribed to cnunses other lhan the veal ones,
he positively refuses to relurn, Me is then sent before {he Mnyis-
trate by the Protector, and is convicled and genlencod as proviously
described, Kven then he may be returned lo his employer at his
own expeuse, and may find his complaint, unredressed, and his last
condition worse than his first, [Tas all this nothing Lo do with Lho
heavy suicide-rate ? Men have heen known Lo sblempl suieide in
the Magistrate’s Courl rather than be ade (o relurn to their em-
ployers! And there has heen only the most perlunctory inquiry,
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Some Flagrant Crnses,
The following are all well-authienticated cases, laken from
magisterial or other publie records or from newspaper reports :

(1)  On the 11th July, 1806, an indentured Indian, Raga-
valu, No, 105,300, was chavged hefore Mr, B, lodson, the Acting
Second CUriminal Magistrate, Durban, with atlempling to commit
suicide outside the Conrl-house on the 4ih July, The Public Prosge-
cutar stated that, ou the last oceasion when the man hiad appeared
helore the Magistrale, upon pleading guilty {o the charge, the Magis-
trate had ordered hin to be medieally examined as to the stale of
hig mind, and that the man had stated thal he wounld sooner commil,
snicide Lthan velurn Lo his present master, Mr, "I, 13, Robinson, of Cato
Manor (the reader is requested to take nole of the name of this
cmployer, as il recurs frequently in olher cases),

e District Sargeou’s v L was then read:
The Districe Surgeou’s report was tl 1

As reguested, T veport on an Indian named Ragu, Thin boy has lost the use
of tho left hand from an aocident 2 months ago. In other vespects ha ir wall,
I nm ol opinion he is ol sound mind. IIo stntos that he arunot do work and
will not roburn o hiz present employor, Ile atatos that he will commit suicidn
rathor than veturn to his presont cmployer,

Apparently, he was ordered to relwrn (o Robinson, henee {he
altempt at suicide,  The Magishiate severely rehuked the Indian for
making the atlempl, sentencing him to 14 days’ hard lahour,
whereafter he told Lthe wretched man thal, at the end of that time,
he was to come to him (the Magisirate) “as T intend Lo go into his
complaint ?. Before ie went to gaol his deposition was taken,  As

he left the Court, the fbllowing wlafomoents ave vecorded (—

Aacuned s T have boon geven {imes Lo Lhe Protoctor of Tmmigranis, who has

sout mo fo the Court,

Mugislvate: Whnt Cowrd P

Aooused : When T go to the Prolector he sonds mo hore,

Maginteale s You, but you Hve in the Umlazi Division, and if you had any
complaint to meke, you ashould have gona to the Magistrate at tho Ulmiezi
Comvti (it will Do seon lolor how tho Magistrate of that Court denlt with

aomplaints).
Aagused @ Why did nob the Protector Lell mo that ?

Tho Protector hind sent the unhappy wreleh seven {imes belore
(he Magistenle, under Section 31 of Aot 206 of 1891, for refusing (o
veturn Lo hiv employer U IL was staled thal the Proteclor made no
investignlions into the man’s complaints thal he was anable to work
on account, of the injury to his liand, and ithat he had, on «
previous occaston, attempted fo commit suicide, So the man made
two allempts on his life and Lhreatened another if he were faken
hacl 1o his ﬂnployvr ! '

ok
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(2) On the 16th July, 1906, an indentured ITudian woman,
named Duandhir Khulsamm, charged Mg, Robinson, wifa of the
afore-mentioned T, B. Robinson, in the Umlazi Conrt, with assayli,
It would seem that, (he woman had repentedly gone to the Prolector,
together with another woman, to complain of ill—usn,f_v:n. on the pari,
of her employer, 1. B, Robinson. On each ocension, she had
declined to return, when ordered to do so, and had heen doall with
under Section 31 of Act 25 of 1891, Oun the last oceasion, on heing
taken back to Lhe house of her employer, his wile brulally altacked
her, heating the unforbunate woman with her fisl npon the fnee,
knocking her down, and kicking her. This evidenco was given by
the Kaffir inessenger who was detailed Lo return the woman to her
employer, The defence was one of ** not guilly ”, yel, when asked
whether she wished to give evidence on her own behalf, subjecl to
crosg-examinalion, or Lo ea]l any withesses, the accused declined to
do so, The writer was present in Court on Lhe oceasion in queslion,
The whole demeanour of the necused and her hushand was characler-
ised by enllous indifference. Neither accused nor her husband (who
was charged with assault upon a second woman) was arrnigned in
the doock, but both were accommaodaled with seale al the Lable, used
by practitioners, facing the Magistrate, The Jalter inade no commeont,
upon the case, bub inflicted upon the female accused a fine of £],
No alternative of imprisonment was imposed,

The indentured Indian, Ragavalu, for attempting (o put an end
to an intolerable existence, was sentenced Lo furlaen days' hard
labour, meaning n loss of 14 days’ wages, and Lhe cost of refum Lo
hiz employer, For the first refusal to relurn, he wag finad nently a
month’s wages, with the albernative of imprisonment with hawl
labour, The Euvopean woman, proved guilly of o rhooking and un-
provoked assault, was fined £1, withoul any altornalive of jin PTI801 -
ment. The inequality of the punishment will searcoly henr commant,,

(3) During September of 1906, before Mr. TTodson, in Lhe
Durban Court, nt the instance, on Lhis oceasion, of {ho Protector, o
charge of nassault was preferred npainst, a [Envopean  named
G. Allseh, 'The complninant was an Dnelinn nned (tingnnma, [,
wag stated in evidence that, heenuse Lhe complainant had nob gob Lhe
food for the cows veaily, accused had strack him and thrown him (o
the ground, where he had set his dog on to the complainant, who
wag geverely bitlen abont the arms and baek,  Tle showed marks of
severs handling, The accused man pleaded ‘¢ nol guilly , adding
that he did not see the dog bite the complainant, hul, the evidenea
called by him in his defence did not supporl his statement, "I'he
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Magistrate found the aceused guilty of the assanlt, adding that he
was satisfied, from the evidence of witnesses, both for the prosecution
and the defence, that the accused was present when the dog bit the
complainant, In fining the accused thirty shillings, the Magistrate
satd that *“ these Indiang wers consluntly coming to the Count, either
as complainanis 1 aeseult cases wgainst their employors, ov aa
cdeserters on account of atleged oruelty and ill-treaiment Ly theiy
masters,  This sort of thing must be stopped.” The paltry fine ins

flicted, however, was not likely to do very much to stop * this sort
of thing,”

(4) On TFebruary 7, 1907, an employer named Warner
appeared hefore Mr. Brunton Warner in the Durban Criminal
Couvl, charged with assaulting au indenlured Indian, The
Magistrate said that “ Ads ewperience with the Indians wag thut,
of these indentured men had nol the protection of the law, their life
would not be worth living.” Ile imposed the nominal fine of £ 1,

warning the accused thal, on any future occasion of a similar nature,
he would be severely deall with,

(6) The following startling report appeared in an jssue of
The Times of Nalal of Mareh, 1907, The case is known as tha
Thornville Junction Case :

For some time an inguiry hag beon proceading at tho Umgeni Court, regard-
ing complaints mwado by noolios of il-freatmont, and ovon tovbure, by two tarmos,
Messrs. Leasks, sonior and junior, who 108ide noar Thornvillo junotion, ITitherto,
wo have nob published avon the bava chavge, owing to tho diffieulty the authovitios
might have oxpoviencad in gotting iho coolies to mako any sort of atntomont, thoy
being in mortal foar of thoiv mastors. In fnot, thoy could hardly boe inducod to any
anything, unloss & promiso was mado that nothing should be divalged, wntil tho
inguiry way comploted.  Tho inguiry has now renohod ite conclusion, Mr, Bartory
tho Assistanl Mnagiatrale, has instrueted to hiand the papers nnd his opinion upan
tho ovidoneo (o the Protector of Immigrants, whose businoss it I8 to deoids whathoy
tha lLoasks wro fil and proper porsenn Lo have Indiang in thoir employ, npnd slso
wlhipther action should he trken in thie malior,

‘Lhoro wag o vast quantity of ovidanoo given by the Tudians, the gonoral allepa-
tion boing, summarised, that the twe Ruropeans had heon emel to them, on tha
grovmd that thoy had not dono suiftciont work, Two of the Incdians are staled io
iteeve heen {oriured by being cooped up in a bowe for varying pordods, 2he bonin
guestion 4g 8aid Lo be sl feed long, one-end-a-half feel wide, and one fool deep,
Ono Indinn allogos that ke was kept in the box for eighi days withoul food, while
eizolbhor said that ho was kopt thove for (B houra without food. Iun the latter cass
tha Indian alloges that lorlures of a pecwliarly acnle and disgusiing nature wao
preelised wpon hi, the delails of which coannot wilh decenoy de given, Tho
other Indiang alloge minor aets of ornolly and opprossion. The dofence put
forwnard by the bwo Lonsks is o goneral deninl. In the avidonco given by thom,
they admil thal there ie o box on the premises such as the Indians allege they
were tordured in,

There is anothor phaso of tho ease in whioh allogations woro wmrdeo of tho Lonsks
regiating the Tmmigration Cfficor whon deallng with the ease, T'his hing now lbeon
dropped by tho authoritios in view ol nu oxprossion of regrot by the Leasks at the

it
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tn ib...... At the olose of the inqulry theve was n vepetition of the

t thay too}
E?Pﬁuuléyxﬂxpaﬁiauuml enrly on in tho oaso tun rogard to the fony ol tho Indinng
to'frce their masters. After tho inguiry, the Indinns were marshalled, preparatory

to being sent back to their smployers, They again exprossed great fosr, stating
that they would prefer to cul their thronts rather than go back io the .’Eﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂ.
Ultimataly, they returned to duty, one, however, being lodgod in the gaol,’

Apparently, the Prolector, upon investigation, was satisfied of
the truth of the sllegations, for the writer is infermed thal the
T.ensks have been deprived of their labourers, and that they will

never have any more assigned to them,
(6) The Ladysmith Gazefte, during August, 1907, published

the following
Another of those unplensant incidents oceurred recently, at the Rnmany

Colleries,#* TWessel's Nek, Natal, in which a Euvopean foremon wag alleged to havo
ill-treated an indentured Indian smployed as n ' plole hoy.! Tho aase was brought
before the Ledysmith Police Court, on the 13th inab. The complainant, Debi Singl,
gaid that the nacoused assaulted him one Tuesday in July., The Dopuby-I'ro-
teotor of Indians visited the Collieries, and secured witness’s gcomplpint, Witness waa
vory ill nt the time, as Do was suffering from the effeets of tho assault. Noyle had
esught him by the shivt, knocked him down with a stick (striliing two sovere blows on
the back), and then kicked him, Witness wan atill under treatment, and showed signsa
of injurics. Ha was kicked on & gore leg, which beoame.much worse by tho Inttor
injury, Witness wag emptying & frucl and wag working ns weoll ns ho conld, whoen
Noylo ordered him to he guick and, not being satisfled with his work, he then eom-
mifited :the, assault, whish was witnessed by Timul and Moolehamd (ais), Tndians,
Before the visit of the Doputy Protector, witness was 1l from tha assnuly; and
asked for treatment, which was refused. Tho Deputy-Protoctor, howover, ordered
his removal to n Hospital in Ladysmith, which was done,

The Qlerlc of the Perce aaid that the nssanlt was admitted, and it was for
His Worship to decide whother.,.,,.it was of sueh a nature as to oanuso removal
of the complainant to the Ilospitnl and fdetention thore for somo woecks,
Defendant had failed to establish that theve was anothor enudo than thoe assauld,, ..,
His Worship.,.had nn doubt that defendant nesaulted him (complalnant) by
hitting and kicking him. Defondant had evary opportunity of seoking rollof of tho
Courty who would have seon that tho complainant would hiave heon punished if
his digobediencs had been proved, It was objootionablo or native (kalliv) indunns
to be placed in charge of Indians, and Colliories and other employors should
heed this. Thore was an uncevtainty ns to the extent of tho injurios ; * in tho
abgence, therefore, of mediaal testimony, ke wonld lake o mild wvlew of {he
assawll; and tmpose a fine of £2 108"

A very mild view {o take! Commenting upon this case, Lhe
Ladysmith Gueelle said :

Bome wooks ago, wo hinted that at an enrly dute, we would he onabled
to reveal some onsges that have oecwmrred on somo Collierios in this Division,.....In ouo
instance an induna hns heen found guilty of kicking & eoolio, and thero isa ehirrpo
pending against a Birdar for assault......Wo avo of opinion that subjoct raees
should be treated firmly, but that thoy should also bo trented merelfully.

| (7) In May of 1908, 117 indentured Indians, helonging Lo
the above Collieries, were brought before the Magistrate i Ladysmith,
on a charge of desertion. They alleged ill-trealiment, nnd shoriage

E R R e

* A notorions Mine,
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of rations. liven were they able to substantinte their coinplaints, they

were liable Lo two months' imprisonment with hard labour, undér
Section 101 of Act 25 of 1891 ! a

(8) Ou the 6th October, 1908, an awful slory of bl'utulit.j,lr
was revealed. Lebt The Times of Nalal tell it

“TIn tho Ci.h:,r Courb, on the Oth instant, before My, Hime, J. L, Armitago
was charged with agsaunlting an Indinnwho was in his employ on Beptember 11,
Aacugod.,,...... pleaded mot  guilty, Complainant,' who had been proviously
convicted for naganulting Mr, Armitege's wife, stated thnt e was brought up
from Durban by a messengor to the accused’s house, The ncoused ssked him
who told him to assnult his wife, and knocked him down, jumped on his
shouldors, and cué the lobe of hisvight ewr off with « pooket-knife, When ho
had dono this, ho put some medicine on, and bandaged it up, Witness
admitted that the accused snid that he did i asn means of having the man
arrested anywhere, Dr, Ward said that aboul an <neh and e quaréer had been
cul off' the lobe of Mis ear. 1b,.....Jnd disflgured him for life.....,'Cho defonce was
praationlly that Zhe Governmenl allowed the ouwbling of sheep's ears, and the
ﬂﬂ??lj]fﬂéiﬂﬂ’nﬁ was no  belter than o sheep, 1o would alzso bonble to have him
arrested,

Iis Wourship, in giving judgment, made some vory strong remavks, and
found tho necusoed guilby, Ile said that if he had his own way, he would have
gonl tho acsused to tho highest Court of the land, bofore a Judge and Jury, and
thoro tho Judgo could sny what penalby would o most Rttingin suchn case, Thb
necused sesmed to have had the iden in hiz head thab, as the Governmont
allowod tho oubfing of sheep’s oenrs, ho could do the sasme fto a  human
being who was plmﬂﬁﬂ_ undor his oare and protection. The ndeueed seomed
fully prepared to commutb the act, for ho had taken with him & sharp pen-knife,
ointment and drossing, Iis Worship was hovrified to think that a person
having charge of human heings could do such n thing, ITe did nol think
that My, Adwmnilage wns o fit man o have Indians in his eharge. Ho
wre bound to flud that thove wns nn justifloation for the aetion that hnd heen
talkon by tho nooussd, The poor inan had hecn disfigurod for ‘Hfa, nnd My,
Armitage had eomo boforo tho Court and clessifled the Indian vith n shaop, - i
Worship had womo hesitrbion in goming to n docision as to tho penalty h
would infliot. II ho was satisfled that the neguned’s mind had been oldar and
plght on that day, ho would have no hesitation in sonding liim to gaol without
tho option of paying n flno, Tlo was satigiled that the nocused's mind musb
hava been unhingod through an agspult tho complainunt had committed on
tho ncousod's wite some months beforvs. I that sork of thing was uilowad to go
on, Indians "in the omploy of white people would not be safe with their livas,
11is worship hoped that tho ponalty hie was about to inflict would he a warning
to othor employers, Tho nroousod wns fined L 20, with the nlternative of one
montl’s imprisonmont [the repork does not say whether ivith ot withont hard
labour]....... 'ho nocused was given till next morning to pay tho fine.........The
Proscoutor put in bwo provious convictions for nsannlt ngainst tho aoeused,

Obviously, the Magistrate did nol err on the side ol severily,
and it is noliceable, in mosl of these cases, how every possible excuse
is advanced for the bruiality of employers anccused of assault, The
penalty is usually quite disproportionate to the offence, whether
Ituropeans or Indians be the accused. Bul too often, it appears that
there is one law for the Kuropean employer and mnother for the

Indian employee, . ,

"I
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. On the 17th November, the unfortunate victim, Manawar, sued

Armitage civilly for damages to the amoun$ of £ 250,

The Magistrate, says the Pimes of Natfal, said that tho defendant’s wife had
been nssauited Ly the plaintiff, and he had been punished for it. Ile recocived
six months' imprisonment with hard labour, and was sontenced to recwvivo a
flogging of twenty lashes, Defendant scemed very anxious to have tho boy whipped,
and applied to soeveral peraons to be allowed to soo the flogging adminigtored
...... Provobation had to bo considored, but he could nof find that thore hnd
heen any, It was something that the defendant had intended fo do, aud he had
marked the man for hfe. By what he could see, it was vindietive 1stalintion
oo . Plaintiff was entitled to compensation, and Ilis Worship thought that £ 10

(with costs) was ample,

Armitage appeared to think that the Criminal Magistrate had
done him an injustice, for he appealed to the Supreme Court, which,
of course, dimissed his appeal. In giving the decision of the Court,
the Chief Justice said (vide Z%imes of Natal) thal :

.+ Ono of the objections to the devision of the Magistrate was that the Magistrnte
wal prejudiced.,..., Iiis Lordship was disposed to think that tho Magiatrate, having
ragard to the ciroumstances of the ecase, might have imposed n groater ponalty,
He must have taken into conaideralion that the appellant’s wife had boon assaulted,
He could not, therofore, have been prejudiced, I1liy Lovrdship thought that 1t was
unfortunato that the Indian should havo to return to his master, ng ho thought
that a tranafer might have heen possible., 1t wes diffiouli to understand that tho
relations between the Indian and his mpsater, after whnt had ocourred, couid be
of a cordial nature.........JE he (the appellant) had killed the Indian, he would
have heen tried For murder and found guilty of murder, The appellant, too, had
stated that he looked upon the man as nothing better than n sheep..... Ho (the

Magistrate) would have heen justified in imposing n greater penalty,

One is glad to place it on record thai Mr. Armitage, who re-
gards indentured Indians as “no beiter than sheep,” is no longor
permitted to have them placed under Lis * care and proteclion,”

(9) The Nutal Mereury, of the early part of Mareh lasl, re-
corded the case of an Indian, indentured lo the Natal Government
Railways, one of the largest employers of indentured labour in the
Liolony, who appeared before a Magistrate charged with absenting
bimgelf from work, The accused had just compleled a term of
imprisonment on the same charge, and, on coming oul, he way
ordered to go to Weenen Lo work, but he refused, saying: *1 like
breaking stones much better than working on the Natal Grovernment
Railways.,” ‘There was, obviously, no question of the man's desire Lo
shirk work. He was quite prepared, as he had already done, Lo
break stones in gaol, a nol very varied or easy occupabtion, bul hLe
appenred to prefer it to performing the simpler task with which the
Natal Government provided him during the stalutory nine hours lLe-
tween surrise and sunsel of each working day, Tn any other counlry
than Natal, so remarkable an oceurrence could nol, have passed wilh-
out comment. In Nalal, however, the incident appears Lo have been
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so commonplace as nolb to have exciled the slightest suspicion that all
wns not well under Lthe best of all possible employers. If the happy
man, who preferred breaking stones in guol Lo working for {he Nalal
Gtovernment Railways, hurt the feelings of the Railway Administra-
tion, abt Jeast be paid a generous Liibute to the prison authorities !

(10) The Nalal Advertiser, during Oclober, 1908, reported a
case in which a certain Sydney Ilobinson was charged with assaulf-
ing three Indians, named Ramasamy Naidu, Kamatehi, and [\
Nalasen, at or near the Central Gaol, on the 24th September. 'T'le
cnse was the oulcome of a refusal on the part of the three
Indiang lo return to their employer, when ordered to do so.
An lIndian interpreter at the Protector’s office deposed that, on
the 24th Seplember, alter taking the complainant’s deposilions,
there was a mark across Lthe bridgs of Naidoo’s nose, also & mark on
hig arm, In his opinion, the mark on the face was caused hy a
rjambok (rhinocero’s-hide whip), Naidoo had made several com-
plainis against his master, The woman Kamalchi, complained thal
she had been brutally struck on her Pack, A special Indian Coustable
testified that alter tho three complainanis were direharged from the
Central (taol (where they lad heen confined for refusing to 1etfurn
to their employer), the woman was stiuck Lwo or three tLimes,
and the man also, by {he accused, wlio was on hovseback, The
woman sereamed loudly upon being struck, The Indian woman,
who gave evidence, said that she would rather die than go back
to necused’s pluce,  She had made up her mind not o go hack, A
gnol wardoer teslified Lhat the complainants were unmarked when they
left the ganol. "The femala complninant’s son delniled what Dad
happened when hig frther and molher lefl Lhe gaol, and said thai
accused, who was on horseback, struck his mother with a sjambok,
ITe oried oul, and accused struck him also, Aceused stimek his mother
five times, and Dlood {lowed from her ear,

I'or the defence, it was alleged (hal the male complainant
received the mark on thoe face hy falling down a quarry when drunlk,
and two brothers of the aceused and his father, the notovious ‘T, B,
Lobinson, testified to Ue Liuth of Lhis, [6 was denied thal Lhe
assatllly had heen colmilled.

The Magisbrale, who declined to believe that the mark was
canscd as alleged by {he delence,

found thai mn assnalb woas commilbed, 'This was o ease whero o youth lhd
aeled npon the impulge of tho moment, as tho1exult of the persistont vefusal of tho
Indians to work, and fo rebarn to their work when ordered, and lind siruok
them., Tho fuot that thoy refuned Lo go buek to their work had givon greng
provocation to Robinson (!i but ho regrotted that the accuwned had not, like & ma,
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admitted that he struck the blows...., He (tho Magistrate) hnew the Dudians well,

and knew how aggravating and (anlalising they could be, Tho law, howevor,
was not vindietive, and he was not thovoe to adminislor it vindiotively, and he

thought the case would be mel by cautioning wud discharging deceused, 1lid
Worship addressed the Indinns, and advised them to go back to their wovl,

This Magistrate (Mr, Griffin) seemed to feel the need to apolo-
gise for imposing no penalty upon this young savage. Illere we have
T, B. Robinson, his wife, and a son, all convicted of brutal assaults,
besides two other sons of the same nature, who have plainly perjured
themselves, and yet this Magistrate could ealmly talk of his know-
ledge of “how aggravaling and tantalising ” Indians could be—
because they refused to veturn to employers who eould not even
find it in their heaits to treal their servants as they would good
cattle ! YWhat hope of justice can an indentured Indian expect

from such a Magistrate !

11, P, D, Simmons, of Mooi River District, had indentured to
him, in the early part of February, 1808, two Indians, a man named
Ramasamy, aud a woman named Poli. They were living togelher
(though not Jawfully manied) ag man and wite, and had twe litile
children, one an infant in arms, Ifor some reason or other, Lhe
employer tied the man up to a nail in the wall, and whipped him
severely, but as his victim conld still wriggle about, he had him tied
to the raflers of a room and lashed him with a gjambok until he
himself was overcome with fatigue, and the man’s back was one
mass of raw and quivering flesh. Simmons then warned the
miserable man against laying any complaint againgt him, threatening
his life if he did, but in the night, Ramasamy and his family fled Lo
the nearest Magistrate and told their tale. The Magistrate took the
man’s deposition, and then fold him to rebusn lo the eslale, pending
enquiry, Nalturally, fearing death if he wenil Dack, he and his
family, by dint of gresl exertions, finally reached Durban, many
miles away, where he went to complain to the Proteclor, The
latler quired if he had made his comyplaint Lo the local Magistrate,
and upon learning that this had been done, declined to interfere,
e oidered the man to reburn to his employer, under penalty of
imprisonment (Section 31). Meanwhile, Simmons had informed
the police thal Ramasamy and Poli had deserted from his estale, and
the authoiities, having traced them to lhe Protector’s office, nrrested
{hem there, without demur on thail official's parl. 'They were
charged before Mr, Warner, in the Dmban Court under Section 81 of
Act 25 of 1801, They complained a third time, bul Lhe Magistrate,
after telling them that the complaint would be investignied, sent,
them to gaol for seven days for refusing to go back to their employenr.
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The Lwo infanis accompanied them {o the prison, the Irofecton
not deeming it necessary Lo make any previgion for them elsewhera,
Ab the end of the period of imprisonment, Ramasamy was returned
under escorl to his employer, bul Poli and the two children were Lakaen
to the Prolector’s office, and nothing of them has since been heard.
As a resull, of the loeal Magistrate’s investigations, Siinmons was
summoned, bul, on the returm day of the summons, he fuled to
appear, having fled,

Here Lhe facls areplain, The man Ramasamy was cruelly tortured.,
ITe made & complaini to the local Magistrate, who ordered his retwum
o his employer, pending investigation, Ile then complained to the
Protector, who took no notice, THe was mvested, and senlenced
to seven days’ imprisonment with hard labour for ** desertion,” as
was the woman whom he had taken as his wife, and, as a final
punishment for daring to protest against being half-killed, he was
deprived of his wife and [amily, whom he eannot 1eclaim, as na legal
marringe has been regisiered, in ferms of Section 71 of Ael 25 of
1891, The woman is lelt to her own resources to bring up her
two babies, and must almost inevitably lead an immoral life or he
assigned to live willh some man other {han the father of her childyen,
Replying to a question concerning this eaze, in the ITouse of
Commong, Colonel Seely admitted thal ** Lthe facts, if true, indicated
that all the condilions ensuring good ilreatment of the indentured
Indians had bheen transgressed,”

12, DMoorgen Mudaly (116,821} and his wife, Odde Nagi
(116,838) were indentured to a certnin Magisirate, They had
heen in his employ for 34 yenrs, lheir confraels heing ng
field-lnbourers, They were, however, it is alleged, eamployed ns
apecinl gervants, the man ag cook, wailer, and dhaobi, the womnman
as honsamaid, nmse, and ironing woman, buf, contrary to the {erms
of the Acl, Lhay were only paid the lower wages of fleld-lnhomers,
The man's hours were from o A, 3l,, when he rose to lighi (he fires,
to noon, when he had a half-hour for his meal, then {rom 12-30 r.at,
to § r.t., when he had another hall~hour, and from 5-30 p, . to
o0 v.nm. The woman's lours weve the snine, except thal they
commenced alb 6 A, 3, and censed al 7 v,nm. They had two children,
hul these were not permilted to come on to tha employer’s premises,
The elder child, aged 2§ yemg, was tied Lo a peg in the purent’s hut
for safaly, till the day’s work was over, and il could receive o litlle
altention, When the younger was n weck old, the employor
ingisted upon tha molher relwrning to work, hul relused
Lo allow hier to bring the child with her, T'earing lest {he child
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should starve, the mother pave the child away to another Indian
to he looked after, but a week later it died of neglect. About the
rniddle of June last, the parents went to the Prolector, in Duarban,
to complain, who ordered them to return to their employer, pending
investigation, This they refused to do, with the result that they
were sent hefore the Durban Magistrate, and they were convicted
and sentenced undey Section 31 and its amendments. The above
story was told bofore the DMagistrate,

(13) The terms of the Indenture Laws prohibit the separation of
husband and wife, pavents and children, in the nllobment of
labomeis to employers. But there is no provision for the pravention
of separation after allotment, and the following cnase indicates how
an unscerupulous employer can terroise his employees.

Sornachellon Padinchy and his wife Valiamina wera indent-
ured to a cerfain employer, with whom was also a Sirdar named
Muthialo, Sornachellan and his wife had worked for some six
months with this employer, when Muthialu began to pay his atten-
tions to Valiamma, and took every oppoifunity of finding fault
with her husband, The latter eventually complained to his em-
ployer ahbout the Sirdar's conduct, but the employer, it is declared,
ignoring the complaint, thrashed Sornachellan and transferred Jim
to another estale of his, after having again thrashed him for protest~
ing, leaving Yaliamma to the mercy of the Sirdar, Muathialn,
Sornachellam and Valiamma were lawfully married, and the mar-
riage was registeied with the Protector, under Seetion 71 of the
Act., Notwithstanding this, some time afterwards, tha employer sent
Mathialn and the wowan to the Magislralo's Courl, and had them
registered as  being manied, Children wers horn {0 Valinmma
after she lived with Muthialu. At the end of three years, Mulhinlu
teft Lhis employer and re-indentured, wilth Valiamma, with another
European. With the change of employer, the Protector Lool: exXeep-
tion, for the ficst time, lo the registiation of the ¢ marringe ¥
between Muthialn and Valinmma, and <nstituted rroceedings
ageinst Valiemma for bigamy! In November, 1907, Valiamma was
fined £ 5 (Rs..75) for the “offence.” The fine was paid by Muothialu :
who took Vallamma away and continues {o live with her, apparently
with the full knowledge nnd consent of {he authorities. Mennwhile
the unfortunale Sornachellan has been robbed of hia wife, whilsi, Rhl;;
has heen yielded up {o the base passions of the Sivdar, Muthialu
a modern case of David and Raihshebn, ’

_ (14) Kirpasingh (121,7 10) was indentured fo one J. R,
Whitaker, of Estcourt, About the 15th Jane, 1008, he complain-
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ed of asgault against his employer, Ie stated that he had asked
Whitaker for his wages, and that the latter, under protest of pay-
ment, had {aken him into the dining-room and then clogsed the
door, Whitaker had then kicked him unmereifully, Kirpasingh
showed three bad bruises on his legs, but could, naturally, produce
no witnesses. IIe charged his employer, who was tried. Whitakenr,
who hrought three nalive (I{affir) servanis as witnesses, denied the
nssaull and the case wan dismissed, Kirpasingh wag then proceede
againsl, for peyjury, and on the evidence of Whitaker and the thiee
nalive wilnesses, he was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment with
hard lahour, and f{ifteen lashes. On the Sth October last, he wag
transferred to the Point Gaol, Durban, and, on the &th April, 1909,
was released. Ile then went to the DProtector, and asked to he
transferred to another employer, but Lhe Protector 1efused, ordering
him to return to Wintaker, TUpon his refusal, the Protector pra-
ceeded againsl him in the usual way, but the Magistrate, on heaving
the cirenmsiances, cautioned and discharged him, Ile was, how-
ever, ordered to be sent back to Whilaker under escort, for which
he had to pay,.

(16) Chhatitrn (114,154), about the same time as Kirpasingh,
was charged, by the same employer, with assault, Ile was
senlenced, presumably by Lthe same diseriminaling Magistrate, to
six monthe’ lLard labour and 20 lashes, [le was released ahout the
snme time ag Khpasingl, and made a similar request fox tiansfer tp
the Proleotor, who dealt with him in {he same way, In Lhis case,
howovey, the man was senlonced to one montl's hard Iabour, and
then send back to Whitakor under escort at. his own expense,

(16) On Lhe morning of o certain day, ahout five years ngo, Sangam
(104,247), Seocharan (104,473) and Naurangsingl, indeniured to a
Kuropean employer, whilst wor king in the cane-fields, declared that they
saw o sivdar, named Ganese, violenlly assaull a fellow-labonrer, Janghir,
and kill bhim, Thoy immediately reported the matier to the Xuro-
pean Manager, known {o the men ag * GGanee,” The employer cams
to see Janghir in tho altermoon, but found him dead, ‘e Sirdar
wak proseouled for murder, bul it is alleged that, through powerful
influences being brought to bear, he was acquitted, The three Indians
were promplly prosecuted for peyjury. During the preliminary
examination, Naurangsingh died, through sheer [righl at hig terrible
position, The olher two men wors senfenced each to five yeary'
imprisonment with hard labouy, being veleased aboul the beginning
of April Jast. They wenl to the Proteclor and asked to he {rans-
ferred Lo some other employer, As helore, the Prolector refused,

(
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hnd ordered them back to their old estate, They declined to do so,
were charged, convicted, sentenced to pay a fine of 108, each or to
7 days’ hard labour, and were then retwrned under escort, at their
own cost,

(17) Rambally (128,349), was indentured to T, 13, Robinson,
of evil repute, His duty was Lo sell milk al 6d. per boille when
the currenl price was only 4d, Being unable to sell all the milk,
he returned with what was wunsold, when DMrs, Rohinson
threw the milk over him, whilst Robinson himself violently
assanlted the poor man, injuring his thigh, The man
managed to crawl away to the barracks, and eventually to the Indian
Market, in Grey Street, Durban, where he was found in an
exhausted condition. Dr, Nanji, an Indian Medieal Practitioner,
examined him and certified as tfo his state, referring himn to the
Protector, The lalter referred him to the Magistrate of the
Umlazi Court, to complain, and the man was subsequenily senl {o
the Depot Hospital, under the Protector’s charga. Ilere he lay
for some five or six months, and, aboul the end of lnsl year, was
shipped back to India, a eripple, by the Umlidzi, leaving his wife,
Gangajalia (128,849), and child behind, unprotected, in the service
of the same employer. A Iew days hefore the assanlt look place,
the woman had given birth to the child, She had searcely been
convalescent a week, 1l is said, when Mrs, Robinson dragged her ont
of bed, stripped her almost naked, threw cold waler over her, and
émld her to turn out to work-—all this in the presence of a number

f other employees. And this family of human fiends is still
1

permitted to have * the care and prolection ” of indeninred

labourers,

The above seventeen cases cover the short period of three
years, and they arve bui a few of those thal must have oceurred
in that period, unrepmted, Then again, they wonld naturally he
anly n small proportion of the actual number of cases of eruelty,
forit is exceptional for the indentured Indians lo complain, renlis-
ing that their complain{s are usually disregarded or treated as
frivolous and they themselves severely punished ; vealising also the
almost impossibility of getting their {ellow-employees, in fear of
their lives, to give evidence against the employers,  Yeol, in nearly
every case of “ desertion ” that comes before the Courts, the
defence set up is ill-usage hy employers, Below is a tabular staie~
ment of the number of convictions for “ desertion ", under Section
31 of Act 25 of 1891 and its additions and amendmnents, The figures
ave approximate, and are those of the Duyban Cowrts alone ;—
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1901 oo o ve o 940
1902 oo o vor 400
19003 o ‘o e 020
1004 o Y v 0600
1906 o " e 120
1900 ‘oo o e 800
1907 Cor - vor 1100
1608 . " e 900

IL will thus be seen that, during eight  years, matiers have
steadily been growing worse, the convietions during 1808 being
nearly three times the numberin 1901.

A Tervible Indictment,

Below are given extraclts from a letter addressed by u
correspondent, signing himself “ One Who Knows,” to the Nalul

Advertiser, the edilor of which journal says 1 —

Wo havo beon askod to publish thoe following statomont by ono eompotent to
gpenk, and of whoso bone [fldes we hinve mabisifled ourselves, e have made
gpocial inguirios inbto tho allegations of ill-brentment, nnd havo taken paing to
consult oflicial rooords and have found his charges amply demand tho fullost
inguiry, His indictment 1eads ns follows —

Tholife of an indontured Indian in Natal-—what ig i6? In many insbancos a holl
upon earth. With regard to tho faw points aboub tho Indiang' life on tho ostates
which I wish to bring forwavd, it 1s to bo understood that I donl with the life of the
acbunl field, mill aud Fectory worker, and noet the house-servant whoso lot is usnally
paradise compared with that of the formoer, and who is as & rulo moro or logs woll
treated by his or hor employor,

Now ng to indonfuved Indian labour from the point of viow of ono who iy
goon muoh of ik, and who takes the view that under tho oxisting ciroumstancos
ol tho Indian Immigeation Dopavtment, the prosont stato of thoe nvorage indentuor-
ad Indian in Nabal I8 worso than that of slavory,

The Indinn Immigieation Trust Board, which Is the ruling power of tho
indenbured systom, connists of nf presont seven amployers, tho Protector and one
Ctovornment nomineo, Until tho Hﬂ.ﬂb few months it consisted ontirely of cm-
ployera, Bofove going any further it ewn oasily be seen, whon n matter bonellcinl
to the Indinng bul semowhnt projudieind to the pockets of tho employers i hrought
forward, how diffiault it musb he for such a mattor to go through. Tho omployoer
majoriky i 7 to 2 nnd liauman npture is humnn nerbure after nll, Agnin, tho
Indinn medical officers undor wliose carve {hc estete Indiang are, nro undoer the
Trast Bourd. ‘Lhat is, they arvo practically, and in somo enses aglually, under tho
omployers in their own civolod, Undor tho prosont gondittons il appenvs imposgiblo
to me that an Indian medical offlcor enn do his duty consaiontiously and live in
poreo with hig employers, ‘Lho Bourd shiould nob be conatitubed oy it is ab prosont
and the medieal oflicers should he placed under Governmont and be rosponaiblo to
Government and no one olse,

Among the abuses pointed out wore :—

I'ho subtraction of wages [rom sick Indians; that is, taking, [or example, »
first-yonr mhn with tho munificent wago of 108, per month, with porhaps a wifo
and child or olildren, and lurther supposing, ng docs oceur, that ho iy i1} Tor
20 dnys on the estato, the Ocd, r day brving beon deducted from hir poy, ot the ond
of that time ho bag no wages duo to him and ho must work the last ton days of tho
month for no waeges nb ail, and it hig wile is not working thon the whole of tha
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family has to live for a month on the rations of ono man, IEmployors may dony
this, but it does ocour, and managors if they cared or dured to do so wm!ld eorroho-
rata the above, In gome cases it ia certain that non-working sick Indiang gol no
rations at all, Another abuse mentioned was the working vl women with babies in
the Felds, exposed to all wenthers, thus tending to promote disenss winong tlio
children, Again during the winter it was the custom on one esfale to give no worlk
to theee women and of course, no rations or wages; these women were & fraifful
sonveo of trouble in the distriet, for reasons which nced nobt bhe mentioned ; they
had no money or food and had to get it some way or other. ‘ . '

Another glaving abuse was mentioned, namely, tho sending of sick Indians
into hoapital too late for vecovery, The death-rato for one hospital was 100
(ahout) from July, 1906, to the end of J nneg, 1.90?, and among those deaths 20
(0dd) died tha same day is admitted, 30 (odd) within 24 hours and 40 {edd) helonged
to two shiploads of Indians who ought never to have loft Caleuttn. Let me
mention hero again that I linow several employors nguinst whom thero has novor
beon any word of complaint, and whoso treatment of their Indiane is all that it
shonld he and more. The enllouaness of some employers and managers is appalling;
they look upon their servants as animals and treat them vather worso
than such, One manager atruck an Indian woman on her side with & henavy atick
when sho was stooping, and so injured one of hev vibs that part of it died, and shao
suffsred for months and could not worlk,

A Sivdar struck a woman on the wrist with his stick and broke ong of the
bones, ineapacitating her from work for weeks, Doth those cases ware roportod
to the estate-owners but apparently nothing wns done to the delinquents, Omno
Indian complnined to the medical officer that he had becn knocked down by his
master and his leg sevorely injured, e was 80 onfeebled by this that he ovoentu-
ally sugceumbed to ankylostomiasis, It is only frir to say thab tho mnstor way
summaoned buf was discharged by the mngistrate.

One man on & certain estaty sommitted suicide—tho story was that he lad
licon 50 ill-treated that ho hnd nothing lott bubt to hang himself. An Indian Iny
ill on this estate for about a month with dysentery and no medical man saw lii,
. Ile died and a pos&l morfem wns held, The story was thny ho had hoen mo
unmercifully thrashed a month or 8o heforo that he had novor rocovored and had
finally suceumbed to dysentery. An Indinn wny brought inte hospital lrom tho
same estate in a dying condition and before doath, and knowing ha would dio he
complained of having had no attention ab all for some days beloro tho medion)
officer saw him on the estate, which he did on the day he was sont to hospital—the
condition in which the medical officer found him is givon in detail in Lhe medienl
officer’s lotter of resignation, Inquiries wero held on all the thyes eanes mentioned
and nothing cama of tham, Ag sbtated, the Indians ave unwilling wilnessos, and
naturally ] YWhen I state heve that one mannger on this estate nover wonb inlo
the fleld without o ruvolver, npparently to proteet himsel! from the Indirng, it is
endy to imaging what sovt of trontment thoe Indiang veceived, Thiy manigor ling
since Joft, A woman once went into lospitul, & woman who had o serious iliness
and a severe operation porformed upon her—showing stripes from n  whip
Gﬂ:ﬂf‘lll% hor thighs and logs,- given, she said, by hor master, becnuse she could
noL work, h

One master, I am told, chained and hawdenifed one of his Indians foy somoe
moral effence. ‘Fhe Indinn managed to erawl nwny ab night, and threw himsolt
into a pond and drowned himself, preferving denth to his awful life in Natal, I am
told his master was fined £20. (This onse is on the rocords,—Id., N, 4.)

Tha medical offteor onco visited an ostate and found thers an old man sufforing from
dysentery, and who had had no trertment, he anid, for soveral days, The omployers
begged the medieal officer to allow them to trent the man at home, urging tho awlul
expense at hospital (1a. per diem ! ), The medienl officer allowed themn o do so on
the understanding that hie should be sent to hospital in n day or two if no boltor.
" The next intimation the medicn] officer had wns that ho was dond, & wack or

80 lﬂtﬂl‘;
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The medieal troatment on the estntes is anbsolutely wrong— the West Indian
method ik tho only one suitable, Some employers fondly imogine Lhoy cun trend
cvery known diseass, On one ostato tho death rate of childhen wag very high
indeed—often onough the only intimation that the Indinn mediesl ofiger hnd
na to children being ill wag tho requost from the mavagor for dewth certifleatbes,
As to the medicul oflicer’'s 1eporting such cases: Uhe above manager after
repeated roguests noti to do as ho was doing was voported to the DProtoctor, with
thae vesnlt that the manager mot the medieal officor, ahased him, and tlpeatoned Lo
sond for him  for ovory cago of ordinury sickness on his estate, 'Tha case of Lho
injured log was vepovled to the Protector, and $he Managing-Divoctor of tho
Company went up to the hospital and roundly nhused the medigal offteer for having
dared to report tho case to the Protector.

HBome omployers profer women; thoy are inexpensive, onn be troated with
more impunity than the men, and do quite two-thirds ns much wouk, Anothor
ploasing spectaclo i to wait by the weighing machines and watoh ihe women
struggling home with their heavy loads, and if they are a few pounda undor
weight down comes tho gjamliok on unprotocted head and guivering shouldors,
while n borrent of nbuse is poured out upon them. Somoe overscers imagino
they oan do wnothing with Indians unless they shoub at them, T eannot find
words to expross my opinion of the present condilion of things, I know this, thui
fov tho svernge Natalian, or Home-born either, to have chargo of Indians who wro
practically completely at his merey is to kill what decent instinets ho had and
turn him into & oruel and romovseless slave-dviver, for it ig slavery and nolhing
olse, It may be argued that many Indiang re-indenture ; so thoy do, bub ag a rule
abiefly in decently conducfed estotes, Another orying ovil {8 tho worling of
young children in tea factories. Bome philanthyopist should pay n surprigo visit
to some fucbories and inguire as to thu age of the children wurling lhere. Lho
hours of labour—mnine howrs o day—are not adhered to. A case was trjed tho
othor day, mn which it was proved that the Indinns werse worked more than 11
houra & duy. DMost estates do the sume, On ond ostato 1 believe 1he womon used
to leave their barracks about § AL, wrllk three miles through sond, stavk work
hofore punrise, and geb homeo agrin nflor doark, too tired to coolt Lheir own or
husband's food—too tired Lo do snything bobt sleep. Al one timo gortain
estates notunlly deducted from their wages the train fwre Lo hospital,

And now as (o the goudition of the Indiaus whon they Iand in this country. Owing
possibly to the non-provision by CGovernmond of sulficlent inspectora, Indinng
.o ontor this country with malavin, loproay, plithisis, tuboraulosiz, voneranl disens,
and lousty bub not least, rukylostomiasis, AL ono timo two shipltonds of Indinus
ontoved this Colony, ot whom, T helieve, n number died in & few manths, chiolly
fromoankylostomingis and its compliontions, T wondor if the general public know
how muny of their Indian cooks and sorsnuts are snfforing Jrom vonoreal
disounod.  Tho best ramedy Lor all the foregoing ia {o stop the indentured systom
altogothor, A more rigorous oxamination ghouwld be instiluted in Coaleuttn and
at Durban. No enses of disease should bo nllowed to land, oy, if thoy dn lund,
should not bo discharged from the depdt until ubsolately ceuved, I remembor gno
gase whore an LMLO,, viding home from an eslate visil, found o littlo body of In-
dinns gurrounding the prone formr of a youug Indien girl, Ouo inguiry it woy
found that she had that morning Joft thoe depdt, had travelled somao H{) iniles
by train, and thon had strugglod along the road {or aboul sevon miles, and o
terribly hilly road at that, and had finally collapsed,  Bhe wag lound to be sufloving
from tho most sovere anemia, and she diod Intor in hoapilel —her end haatened by
hor appalling exertiond. Tmngine tho agony of thab poov girl ay vho sbruggled along
tho road, abaolutely unfil For anything but bed, ‘Lho teath ja tho dopdt gols ovor-
growdod, and the anthoritios probably did nob know how far sho wonld havo to
wollt,
Tho indentured Indiang should bo taken over by Covernmont  Phe Indian
medieal olficors should Le placed under QGovernmoent and I think it wonld be
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hettor if they were paid a much higher salary : their present salnvies are absurd,
and that they should do nothing else but estate and hospital work, which would

malke them absolutely independent,
And nol a single one of the above allegations has been serious-

Jy challenged, either by the employers, the Government, or the

Protector ! Nor wag any inguiry into them held.
The following testimony was given by Mr, M, MacMahon in a

Madras paper (quoted by the Hon, K, R, Guruswamt Aigar Avargal
in the Madras Legislative Council, in November, 1906), and corro-
horated, so far as the incidents of the Umjuli, are concerned, by

two other European passengers, Messrs, Blamire and Oldack :(—

Ho spent severnl monthe in the Natal sugar csfates, cud saw everything
there was to ses there, and formed his opinion, ns npractical plantor that ho is, Tn
thosa estates (with the exception of some, where the goolio 18 treated well), in-
dentured Indian coolicg ave worlked from daybvenk fo nightfall —from four in the
motning until seven in the night—and far beyond their eapneity, such as it is,
Baing quastioned whether they would like to go back to tho ostates, some coolics
told him *Never, Dorai, why, they skin you alive in that plnae *—1Whan they leave
the aoast, the cooliea do not know wheve they then go, and onco they reburn homo,
thoy do nob like to go baelk to the estates, The sluvery there under the British flag is
indeed worse than the sglavery under the Eultan of Zanzibar., He worked, tlho
coolies contruct all sorts of disenso, including conswmption, and mosb of those
who survive raturn home, meis wrecks of humanity, to die. Ceylon planters
would be shoeked if they saw the way these coolies nre troated. Ié 49 « surprise
thal the quthoritics in India do nol inguire inlo the matier. Thore have beon
Commissions of & kind ; but a Commission of Coylon and Indinn planters should
gec how the indentured ¢oolies are treated there, Tha way thoso coolios, abous
853 in numbey, with more than 200 invalids amonget them, were paskod homo
on board the s8. Umfuli, a vessol of less than 2,800 ions, was » disgrace
to civilisntion, They were huddled together —men, women, and childron—
without any separation of seves. Somoof the invalids wore in a pitipble condi-
tion and ought never to hpve been allowed {o lenve tho hoapitnl, ‘The boest thab was
in thew havisg been teken oub of tha, they wove packed home to dle.  Awmong
the invalids, thers were casee of meonsles, bori-bevi, consumption, nnd loprosy,
Thore was no room for propor isclation and those veguired o be isolated woro
placed —men, women, mu% childron, all huddled togother--in two  bonts swung
over the deek, Hvenlepors wore mixed up with the rest, Iow they Hved in
thore he could not imagine. As a faot, fourteen denths ocewrred on tha
voynge,
These statements, as fo the Umfuly, were al fivst denierd,

Then the Madras Government discovered thal the Tniigration Jaws
of India did nob provide for ihe conirol of ships containing
“ reburned ? emigrants,  TFinally, the Protector of Indian Immi-
granls for Natal said, in his Report for the year 1906 .

Complaints a8 regards treatment of Indians on the veburn jotwrnoy are vave;
but ou this oeeasion, the 8.8, Umifnli, sasling on the 20th Septomber, 1008, did enrry

move passengers than ave nllowed by tho regulations, owing fo an errorin the sur-
vey of the ship.  Bul no heym ocewrved, and no complainé was made by the

emigranis (11 ),

#*The Reporfi of tho Calentta Protector of Emi;;mnt;, fov lﬂ[}qS,—ﬂhr:_rFWH ti:u;:i.-:.+
of 883 emigrants who had heen under indanture aud who had re-indentared, 220
had come from Natal, and of {hese only 47 wore proprved to return to thab {Colony
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the Protector on Ilvmeelf.

Iet us now hear whal the Protector has to say for his Deparl-
ment. The following extractls are from the Repori for 1806 +—

As n gonoral rulo the Indians ars undoubledly woll frented. I suy, n genorl
rulo, for, on ono or Gwo of the lnrgor estates, matters have not heen satisfactory,
and, ng o vesult of offieinl inquiriey, the treatment accorded has heon reported
against, The inqurios have done good, and the dewlh rale on one of the estcdes
heg fallen from 3 per 1000 {o 14, | i-tvontmont admitied,]

It is surprising how many (of the Inbourors) are turning oul uscless, and for
tha obvious reason that they wero not the Inbouwting olasg in India, and hence were
quite uniitted for labowr, [Indisetiminato reerniting,]

In soma inatances (during tho Natal netive rebellion) the Huropean employ-
ors werc ordered away from their cetates by the military aunthoritien, and yet the
Incians stayed and wend on wilh their work, and it is evident theretore, that the
rebels had uo serious antipathy o the Indinnsg: and, to the eredit of the Indiang, it
ahould be recorded that, on the whole, they neted in o very orderly manner,
[Considering that thoy were tolally nnarmed and unprotected,]

For the third year in sucecssion, L have to draw atlention to tho Appoint-
mont of the Imdian Medienl Oificera by » Board representing only employors of
Indians, ‘[his is obviously unfair to Indinne on the estates. That thay may bo
onsired the boest trentmont to which thay ara ontitled, the Indinn Medieal Oiflcar s
gllould not be subject in any way to the influence of omployers, hut bo freo to not
ng thay think best, I write strongly on this point, beenuso it 18 when tho cmployer
domincers over tho Indian Medical Offteor that the Indian suffers, and n prominent

anse has come to my notico during the year,

The Report for the year 1907 eontains the following ;

The avernge savings declaved by tho ndult Indinns (returning to Indin)
for tho following yenrs wng ag under:

o8 d,
1004 ey w1078
1905 o 1118 0
1900 e I 210
1““7 RN Edl 104 H ﬁ E

Tho docvonaed savings for tho year nre chicily duwo to the Tuab that only 74
Indians undor tho old Aol veturned during the year, Theso old Aab Tadinns who
on nnaverage, had vesided, intho (‘olony fev 11 years, had much mopre Hpupt:
for moking money (han tho [odians ander indontme. As all these Indiansg hate
now roturned, or olhorwise forfeited their hico passage rights, future shi) ments
will deal ouly wilh Indians nnder Act 17, 1805, [ Fhese are subjeat to e &4
annual liconco if thoy romuin in Natal without ve-indontwi ing,]

Iimployers bogin inereasingly to realizo ihat, charging thoir Indinns holore
tho Magistvate for ovory trivial offenco, is noither wisg policy nov  good eithor
for Indian ov employoer. A good man is ofton gpoilt thereby, while fmprison-
mont, isnot regarded as o punishment by n had wun, . LitHe wiore aympalhy
on soma exfufes, nud bolter results would aceruo.”

I think it oljeetionablo to s eortain extent for oniployors to rotain monios
nt the roquast of indentured Indinng in their employ, and whe a fferwards com-
platn that their wages e nol been padd them, ]

I have not o litkle sympathy with theso employers who are saddled  with
Indians who will not work, More thana friv proportion of Lhis olass have heon
introducoed Iately......Bush peoplo rre n test of good management on tho pard
of an m‘nplnym'. On one ortnto, by humonring thewm and by Judleions und sym-
pathetic handting, the employer in timo will perhiaps mnke fair sorvanls oul of
most of them; whilst on tho ndjoining ostntoe, ﬂirenbiy trouble wrides, tlmy arp
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hrndled severely and taken before the Magistrate or oven imprigonead, 8 gourso
which too often only aggravates the evil,

Although there is an improvement as regards licences (£3) due hy the
women, there will always bhe the greatest difficulty in Roauring paymonts fron
them, and it may veasonably be surmised that at least 50 per cent, will nevar bo
in a position to pay. .

Natarally, only the Medieal Offfeers become cognisant of many mattors
affecting the medical treatment of the Indians undor their enro, and unless the
eases of neglact are bronght to my notice, the employers continuo to Lo anreless
and the Indians sufforaceordingly ; and, in my opinion the high dertl-ralo (Cmong
indentured Indians working on the Coust Iistricls of Nalal, 18 due i1 no smtll
degree Lo this state of u{?a:i?':ﬂ. This 18 an elementary lessen in human nature,
To carry ouf their duties sotisfactorily, the Medienl OMeers should o nbaolutely
indepondent of the omployer.  In view fherefore, of this unsatisfaclory state of
things, I hnwor vsked for no reporis from the Medieal Oficers for the ey,

'The overwhelming mujority of o Board so constituted (the Indian Immigra-
tion Trust Bonvd of Natel is composed of seven employers, ag g oninst the Protector
nud one othor Government nohunee) natvially views matters from the sbandpoint
of the employer, and the Protector is placed thereby in a very invidious position,
aspecially as the Indian Medieal Offlcers are under its control, In 1o pifier Colony,
iﬂt?‘ﬂd“ﬂi”ﬂ Iﬂ,ﬂ?iﬂﬂ Iﬂlﬂ“‘grﬂﬁiﬂi ig there ﬂﬂ.y Stoh DNoard ﬂf ﬂ}ﬂj}fﬂyg?is‘ el TUHLE
gtrongly of opinion thal Sut_?ft ¢ constituled Board should not in any way hove
any power to deal with, OV 10 any way influence, the treatment af (e incan-
{ured Indians in Lhe Colony.

A married men who leases, say, 4 acres of land for cultivation, hag to pay
For licences (under Ack 17 of 1885) and rent at lenst £ 0 per annum, monthly in
advance, With o bad seagon, thevefore, it is almost impossible for him to make
n seanty living, Henoe, many are indenturing to scouve a righf of o freo pResago
to Indin, and thus about 50 per eent. of those completing their indenturos RO Tae
indenturing or ratirning to India, {/nless, {herefore, different conditiong apriae
the free population will prohably decrease yeor by year, !

In addition to wages, Immigrants ave provided with vations, lodgtngs, medionl
attendance, and medieine fres of charge. : ’

Maximum wage for adult malo, 14s, per month,
Minimwa ,,  ,,  , , 10s "
Average |, H + w 12s +

Maximum ,, i Womon T8, |, "
Minimam ,, |, bs.
A!'El‘ﬂgﬂ 1 1 1 bis. " 1

Under tho provisions of Aal 17, 1805, the wages to ho prid to Tndinng who ro-
indenbure is a metter of arrangomont, and the mivimum I9:  for mela adultg 16e
up to 20s., and the women, one-hnlf of the mon, P

The Protector’s Reporl for 1908 is o somewhal more htunan

dociiment, Il contains the following :—

It cannok bo impressed too seriowtaly on employers, the nocessity for
daily oversight of their Indians, and that theiv El;uvfnumlingﬂ ﬁlmu]dy EE:] i?{?}l;:;‘i:"rf
thoroughly sanitary condition, This, besides improving the goneral hoalth of tho
:li'ng!mm. will provide the employer with more Iabour from the anme number of
ndians,

The question of the death-rate amongst womon aud o i oy
difftoult one, and will prokably hava to ho dfﬂ.]b with hufm-utlnﬁ;l.g{dm“ " or vary

Aet 42 (of 1005) was speeially passed to givo Indians ithe powor 1o rogain
the right they had logt to & free return pnssago to Indin, and i was anlicipniad
that a large proportion would avail themselvos of tha priviloge thus soeuvoed but
the raturng nbove do not show that this wag the real vonson notunlin muu‘ 1:
them to hecomp indentured Indinng agoin, & y o
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Of tha Indians who loft in April, 1907, for Tobito Bay under soatraot with
Meesrs, Griffiths and Co., the Railway Contractors, and refurned during the yeor
[the contracts wore for fiwo yoars) 658 wore domiciled and landed in Natal and
018 veturned to India,

[Note :—Jt is not stated how many moen and womon wonb lo Lobito  Bay and
how many died thers,]

The women on somo of the mines are not eompelled to work, and ave givon
half rations, those whodo so being usually amployed on tho seraans.

Overwork, whioh is continnally eropping up, is far too scommon,

Sundry complaints have hean made ag vegards tho qunlity of food snpplicd,
especinlly rice, and, owing to tho enhanced price, this staple articlo has boen
imported from Madagasear and elsewhore, and trouble has onsuod thorvelrom, ns
apeeial treatiment is requirad in ity cooking, [Note,—DMadagascar rice ig the moat
inferior quality imported into South Afiea,]

Complaints of non-vrogular payment of wages have beon move froguont than
usunl, the commercial depression being lovgely (e caatge,

Tho asgigtance given me by the Tnspector, who was appainted 1st Fobruary,
1008, has been vory honefleial; especially in enubling me to have ecomplaints inguired
into promptly and to have move extended and more Irequont visits made, visits whiah
are 80 necessary in dealing with n elass of poopla who are ofton alraid to sinto
their grievanee by ronson of the long-deferred visits of olfleinls making (he usual
inspoation,

' Buitable work for indeutured women id o (uestion which has  bheon
engaging my attontion, ‘The Law 20, 1801, provides: ‘"That the nssignment of fomnles
and youngor porsons shall be only for sneh vavietion of lnbnur as sueh femalox or
youngor persons are fifted for,” Cutting cane or lifting bundleg of eano to {truchs and
waggong and feeding eane-rollers with eang is not, in my apition, tho kiud of work
women shonld be foreed to do, and on this point T am practieally supported by ail
tha fudinn Modieal Officors who weve cousulted on it brom a medienl point of view,
I also addressed o ecivenlar lettor to tho Protectovs of tho various (Celontos introdue-
ing indonturad Indiang, and 'vom voplios, in at loost two fostances, 1 gathor thot
wamen mroe not forecd to do any work. [n Demnrvarn, thin is the arse as rognrds cano-
cutting, &o., and the Tmmigration Agent-Cienernl slades (hat tho tendoney in Bl
Clolony ig to avor hoar in mind that * the waman is the comploment of the man’.  In
TMiji tho medieal tostimony eoineides with thind of Nnlal, and this doseviplion of work
in goldom givon to womon..., T hope in Lime to have this apstem of jovecd lahorey
Ly women abolighed, {Quory: Whore the womaoen are nob rolafed to the won, refeed
19 to be Lhair ocoupation ]

The avornge snvings doclaved by the adult Indiang for tha yonr THO waro
£8 10, 104,

Auothor sign of the growing diffleulty of living experienced by tho l'res Indinns
subjoot to the yoarly liconcs of £3 (thoso inftrodneed sineo 1805), in tho faert thab
imon and womaen re-indenturae themaalves and ofton with arrearns of liconees Lo pay,
‘This romark applies to 1,104 men and 426 womon A good proportion may hoe
oxpoected, aftor completing thoir fut thor grevviee of two yoars, to avail themsolvens of
their regained right to a froo return pussngs Lo Indin; hud g0 far T ineline o think
Lhat most of them re-indeniure frome sheer wecessily, il nol from choiee or any
aotion of prospeative rights...... Tu most endes, too, theso wumon are nol, compaolled
to worlk, [Quory: What do thoy do, whon unmarvied or olherwise unvelnted Lo Lho
mnle Tmmigrants ?]  And thoy lavgaly velrined their [roodom, without Lhe inenhus
of liaencos to pry or uncerbninby as regnrds meang of subsistonee,

From evidence, they corlainly have one ready means of subsist-
ence permitted them, and the Prolector’s Reporls, year by year, show
A sleady apread of venereal disease amongst the indentured Indians,

?
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8o much then, for the Protector on himself, Natal lndians con-
cur completely with the Ilon, K. R, Gurnswami Aiyar, who urged, in
1906, that an officer should be allocated, from the Indian Civil Service,
or a high native Indian officer, to Nalal as Protector of Indian lmni-
grants, and that the Government of India should periodically recall
that officer into service in India, sending another in his stead.
Better still, reform the system awny altogether, The Nuwlal Adver-

tiser, last September, wrote as follows 1 — |
We do not hesitate to say that the Indian Immigration Laws, if they do not

yedues indenturved lnbour to o form of slavery, af leagt gstabligh counditions {ar
mora nearly approxinmabing to servilo conditions than did those :.'.rhinh tho 13pi-
ish Parliament and people rejected in the ecase of the Iinnd Chineso, Thoy arve
inequitablo and disproportionate in thewr incidence on employer and employed ;
thay convert aotiong on the pavt of the employed, which are not eriminnl
offences, into criminal o¥fences ; thoy pretond to establish sefoguards for tho em-
ployed, whigh are not safogunrds; they are unduly restriciive of the liborty of tho

individual,
The same paper Las described the system ag bad ** in principle,
bad in practice,”

L

Stop the System |
On the 20th August, 1908, a Mass Meeting of Natal Indians

earried unanimously the following Resolution :
That this Mass Meeting of Natnl Nvitigh Indisns strongly urges the stoppage
of indentared Ilndian immigeation to Natal, under the presont atato ot the law,

which reduocoes indentured luhour to a form of slavery.

Last year, too, the Natal Indian ecommunity petitioned
Parliament for the stoppage of contraet lubour introduced from Tudin,
There lLas, lately, been a recrudescence of the niovement o seeure
the termination of contracts in India, rather than Iing the sysiem
to an end, A Commission is now sitting on the whole question of
indentuved immigration, and will, prabably, urge soma guch solution
of the problem, possibly even offering guarantees for the removal of
certain disabilities that af present weigh heavily upon the Iree
Indian community, particularly the trading colass, Bul the
Indians in Natal will never consent to this, They have no selfisl;
object to serve in wrging a termination of lhe present, syalem,
They consider it to be bad in ilself; apart altogether from many of
its conditions. But it iy felv that even the existing system is
mfinitely better than one whereunder indentures should hocome
terminable outside the Dborders of the Colomy. 1t is fell that tha
proposers of the scheme are not only unaware of the condilions
of life that obtain in Tndia, bul are conlent to regard Lha
Indian labourer as a wachine, {tom which the lasl ounce of
work s to lLe ruthlessly extracted, and whicl may then
he ¢ sorapped ” with other ontworn instrminenis of lahour, This
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atitude of mind wounld prectude the. covenanted Ilabouver {rom
gecuving, al the end of his contract, the wherewithial to remunerate
himsel[ for his five years' heavy labour in the service of an alien
mauster, ab a miserable wage, 1t is possible for a male indentured
labouver to save al the end of his five yeanrs' conlract, a maximum
amount of £36, supposing thal he has not spent a penny of his
wages in the meantime on food {to eke out lis scanty raiions,
especially if he have children, and bhis wife’'s Limoe is engaged in
atlending them and cooking his meals, she consequently getbing no
pay or rations), clothing, medicine ({or he prefers his nalive drugs),
religious purposes, or the many other needs that demand salisfac-
iion, aund has had nol a single penny deducted in fines, or for
sickness, or for any other reason. As we have seen from the I’rotect-
or's Reports, the average declared savings for ex-indenfured Indians
leaving for India amounted, in 1908, to the paltry sum of £ 8 10s.
10d, as against £ 16 17s, 6d. in 1904, and thal this low figure
is expected to be perpetuated in Lhe future, To return to India, with
n dum of £36, alter an absence of five years, would be hard enough,
but lo go back with a miserable amount of £ 8 105 i8 an
impossibility, even if to this stun he added another £ 4 (based upon
the figures, given in the 1908 Report of the Proteclor of Emigihinis,
Calcutla, for the four years, 1905—08) remitled to India by money-
order—and the Natal Prolector shows that, thongh Indians have
the advantage of a free veturn passage Lo India, they do not
avail themselves of the privilege, secking re-indenture (upon the
estales where good ireatment, is known {o be given) instend.

To commance life afresh, too, landing al Madrag with £ 8 10s.
in his pocket is an awful prospeclt for a man who has spent the
besk five years of his life working for another, having learnt, litlle of
enlerprise or initiative, having depenerated through lack of moral,
religious, and social restraints, earrying with him, probably,
the germs of disease, if not already sirongly allacked by it, and
heing but partially acquainted with a method of cullivation which
inay, however, gerve him in no stead whatever in his nalive land.
Tt is keenly felt that it wouid be in the highesl degree inhuman
to repalriate those who have, so (ar as it was possible to them,
added to the Colony’s wealth, and made il habilable and productive,
Such a policy would savour of nngenerosity and ingratitnde,

It stands to the good name of Nalnl, however, {that one of hey
public men twenty years ago protested against whal may be called
the squeezed orange poliey., Mr, James R, Saunders, a member
of the Natal Commission on Tadian hnmigeation, in 1887, said
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Though the Commission hns made norecommondation on the subject of pask-
ing n law to force Indizns back fo Indin at the expiration of their term of sorvice
unless they rencw their indentures, I wish to express my strong condemnation ol
any such ides, and feel convineed that many who now ndvoonte tho plan, wl:.mn
they realise whatb it meens, will reject it as enorgetieally asl do, Stop Indian
immigration and face the results, but do not try to do what I can show 18 0 groat
wrong. What is it hut taking the best of eur servants (the good ns woll as the
bad) and then refusing them the enjoyment of thelr reward P If‘m'mng thom boelk

if we conld, but eannot) when their best days have been spent for our hpnuﬂh.....
8hylock-like, taking the pound of flesly, _nud Hluy_luah-]ilm‘, Wa may roly on 1ts moaot-
ing 8hylock's voward. Stop Indian immigration if you will; if thoro are not ohough
unoceupied houses now, empty more by cleaying out Arabs and Indians who live in
them, and who add to the productive and conswmming power of a lmgﬂ t,htm_ hnif-
peopled country......But fores men off nt the end of their torm of E{‘.ll'vlu'ﬂ—-"bhlﬂ tho
Colony eannot do—and I urge on it not to diseredit & fpir name by trying,

As o the debt that the Colony owes these patient, long-snffering

people, let the Natal Mercury speak :

In 1860, when the Indians weve llest introdueed, the main anxioty in the minds
of the people there was that they would go back to India when their in-
dentures were completed, and Mr, J. B. Saanders, who was ono of the membersy
of the Indian Immigrants Commission of 1884, in the courso of his report, snid:
“ If we look hack to 1859, we shall lind that the agsured promise of Indian labour
resttlted in an inunediate vise of vavenue, which inoreagsed four-fold within o fow
yeara-—mechanies, who could not got awny and were enrning five shillings a day and
loss, found their wages more Lthan doubled, and progress gnve oncomngomont to
every one, fuom tho Berg to the sen.” The Colony was in dire straits in those
days." The Revenne was only about £4 por head of the white population, whereas
now it is nenver £40 ....,... If we mean to tale up tho matter in vopl emrnest, wo
mast be prepared to doaway with indentured tabour altogethery....,, but, what-
ever we do, we must act justly, nnd remember that n cortain numboer of Indiens
have heen hovn and brought up in tho Colony and that it is tho only country thoy
know and the only home they have.

A noble appeal, surely ! The Indinn community of Natal has
much to be grateful for o the principal oreans of the Nalal Press,

t ' A BIY! ]-.h El NEH]]]E Hﬂyﬁ# :

Indian coolies work the sugar and tea estatos of tho Const; Indinng dovelop
the eoal-mines ; Indians perform an increasing sharoe of the worlk on tho farms y Tov
the favmers, who at firat viewed them with distrust, nre now ns anxious to robinin
them as the plantars, Sinea tho advent of coolie lnbouwy, the twhile populsiion hus
more than doubled, the valuc of land lias increased, the cosb of living has gono
down, Ibtis the Indian ecoclic who gives Natal tha cheap fruit and vegotubloy
which ave the envy of the Transvanl, who has brought undor high g¢uitivation
Inrge tracts whieh, ut for his presence, would to-day bo barren, Thoe Umbilo
Valley, near Durban (rocently swepk by the flood), and gome of the land noay
Marvitzburg, bear tegtimouny to his industry, v, Mawviee 8, Bvans, M, L, A, of
Durban, who is now heading a movament for the cessnbion of indontured coolie
Jabour, admitted in & little book! he wrote some time ago, that tho Indinn ig a bokter
cultivator than the Kuffir, thet he is steady, thrifty, and lnw-phiding,

As recently as the 15th of July, 1908, Sir liege Hulstt, M.I.A.,
reminded an attentive andience in the Natal Legislative Assembly

* The dsialie Danger tu the Colonies; pp, 16-17,
t Problems of Production in Nalul, by Maurice , Bvany, M. 1., A,
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how, prior o the inlroduction of the Indian coolie, Helds had heen
planted aud crops had ripened and rolled on the ground for want of
labour, and how, in spite of the fact thal no gold-fields then existe
to draw ofl the native labour-supply, it was found impossible to
obhtain an ndequale service,

“Tha condition of the Colony," he continued, * before tho importation of Indian
Inbour waus one of gloom, it was ene that then an d thero threatoned to oxbinguish
tho vitulity of tho country and it was only by the Governmont assisting tho importa-
tion of labour thab the country began at oneo to rvevive, The Const had heon
tm*uuﬂ into one ol the most prosporons parts of South Afrvien, ‘T'hey could nob
find in the whole of the Capoe and tha 'Transvaal what could he found on the consb
of Natal—10,000 acres of land in one plut and in ono erop—nand that was entively
due o tho lt't‘lpﬂltfbtlﬂll of Indians...,.....Durban was absolutely built up oun tho
Indinn populntion,”

The Indian Community desires that the system of importing
indentured labour from India shall cease at the earliest possible
moment, It holds that the system ig unfair {o Kuropean, Indian,
and aboriginal native alike, It is unfair to the Iburopean,
because ila inevitable tendency is {o sap his manhood, make him
callons to the human needs of the labourers, dependent npon the
wealth-creating power of these, rather than upon his own energy and
ingenuity, and intolerant towards the Indiany as a rnce, It is unjust
to the Indian population, because, even from an economic point of
view, it 1¢ disaslrous Lo their welfare to inlroduce the competition of
this protected labour against the free labour of {he non-indentured
Indians (many of whom are starving), thereby reducing the rale of
remuneration, and, in proportion, lowering the standard of lving,
Moreover, the consiant State-aided inlroduction of this class of
immigration is a political danger {o {he resident and indepondent
Indian community, as the laller is always liable to the populur
charge of endeavouring Lo flood the Colony and South Africa with fresh
immigeanls from Asin, a slatement of intention on the parl of the
Indians that is entirely lacking in foundalion, for, from purely selfish
rensons, and because they recognise Lhe intensity of race prejudice
in the sub-continent, they have long ago assented to {he restriction
of future Indian immigrants Lo those who are able to pase the tests
of the general Immigration Iaws of the various Colonies. Nalal,
whilst closing the front-door upon Asialic Immigration, opens
the back-door for its further artificial introduction, contrary to the
wigshes of the whole Indian communitly, and is thus adding to the
inlensity of popular prejudice existing agninst Indians all over
Sonth Africa, thus preventing tlie removal of dirabilities weighing
heavily upon the resident Indian population, and imposed only
because of Lhe fear of an Asialic invasion drawn from Lhis source,
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The £ 3 Annual Ta,

Take, for example, the £3 annual lHeenee exacbed from all
ex-indentured men gnd women who have heen introduced into the
(olony under contracts of lahomr by virtue of Acl 17 of 1894, they
not having re-indentured or availed themselves of the free relurn
passage to India, From every such ex-indentured male of 16 yoavs
and upwards and from every such ex-indentured female of 13 years
and upwards (including theiv descendants), paywent of this annnal
tax is required, The tax was, of course, imposed with the object of
either compelling time-expired Indians and {heir families to retarn to
India or else to re-indenture, for Nalal abhors a free Indian almost
as much as (theoretically, at least) it abhors sin, These results
have certainly, to some extent, been obtained, bul they are not the
only effects of the Aet, Take the cnse of a man with a wile and
family, the eldest of whom is a gl of 13 yeais. The Lotal annual
taxation of that family from this'source, apart from the poll-tax (£1),
and before a single penny can be emrned for food, clothing, rent,
medicine, or household necessaries, is .L9, the average monthly waye -
of a free Indian labourer being twenty to twenily-five shillings a
month, In large nuinbers of cases, the people are too poor Lo pay
the tax, and ag o counsequence, men frequently desgert theip
families, whom they can no longer support. T'hey can gecure no
employment wherehy they may accumulale the amonni of the
tax, for employers, forgetting that they nay dednel it from lhe
monthly wages, refuse to risk the penalties that apply to those
who obherwise employ an Indinn thal eannol produce hig  licence-
receipt, The man must accordingly slarve, live n life of crime, o
sell his liberty by re~indenturing, In the case of the women, they
are oiten almost driven to lead an immornl life, whether they re-
main technically free or return (o the estales {o  earn their miser-
able pittance (in ways that the Protector bavely hinls at), and
the effeet upon their children, especiaily the female ehildven, inay
be better imagined than described. Tllere is a typical ease of Low
five fiee Indian women were hrought hefors the (riminel Magis-
trate, in  Durban, charged with failing lo comply wilth a previons
order of the Courl respecting payment of the £3 {ax, They staled
that they were unable to pay, owing to employers vel using o em-
ploy them without their enrrent licence-receipt, Some had been
sick ; others said that, altliough their husbands were working, they
could nof live and support theiv families, hecause they lind 1o pay
the £3 tax and also the £1 poll-tax, They were sent Lo gaol, for
confemptl of the order of the Court, for one monih each with hurd
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laebour, Now, the undersianding with the Indian Grovernment was
thal, the tax should bhe recovered by civil process. Duf, the cases
are taken by the Criminal Magistiate, In n eivil process, by {he
comnmon law of South Alrica, a hiusband must ordinarily be cited with
his wife, wiel he may then aver that his wife, earning no money, bul
being wholly oceapied in her honsehold duties, is guile unable to
procure the wherewithal Lo pay the amount due.  ‘I'he Magisirate
in the case of a summons for civil imprisonment, will {then make no
order on Lthe summong; butl, if an oider be made, it is for smnall
paymenis at regular fntervals, failling whieh, «imple imprisonment
for n limited period at the ereditor’s  expense, the wnadergoing of
which sentence absolves the debtor from all further obligation to pay,
Vel these five wreiched women were liable to constant re-nrrest and
re-imprisonment, until they paid. the hlood-money exacled by the
(overnment as the price of their *“freedom.”

In Auguost lasl, a pelilion was addressed by some 400 free
Indians (men and women), linble to pay the £ 3 taxannually, to the
Legislative Assembly of Natal, Amongst other things, il sel {orth

bthe following :

At the time of their eugegoment for indontwied sorvieo in this Colony, thoy
waora not lully acquainted with the torms of their agreoment, notther woro thoy
nwars of the havddhips and disahilitios thoy would have to undorgo here ag inden-
tured ov I'res Indinns, .

Your petitionors’ position while under indenture is so miserablo and tho nooces-
raries ol life horo are su dear, thil your petilionors avo virtually unable eithey to save
nny sum in ordor lo enabla thom to go hack to their country aitor tho oxpiry of
their indenturey, ov Lo poy the £3 tax, should they choose to remaein in thiz Colony
wfter giving tho bost years of thoir livos under indonture,

Owing to rigorous enfovcomont of this Aok, your patitioners Iabour under in.
tolovable diffioultios, which drive gsome of them to tho commission of criminal

ollences,
Tho onforcomont of this iniguitous moensure on mon is ernsl enough, buf to

onflores sueh o measnre on women, who depend mova or lows on tho protection of
men, is unprecedented and contravy to atl the principles of juslice, and ¢quite ve-
pugnant to the British idea of froedom and liberty,

Your pelitioners vonture t0 quote tho onse of the Indian woman who was
roeently sontenced to imprisonmont by the Margistvate at Blungor, for Iniluva to puy
thin very tue and who had her hair aut ofl,

[Note:—Tho Netal (Government havo winto instrueted that no Indinn fomale
1}1}%;10:101' i5 to have hor haiv out off snve on the insteuctions of the prison Medienl
Offieor. ]

The following petition was addresset tast September Lo the Naial
Parliament hy the Nalal Indian Womoen'’s Adsociation :—

Wo regard with great shame and sorvow that womon who ave in defnull of pay-
menf are sentenced to imprisonment, and tho vory dread of being marched wp to
the Conrt and the gool is enovgh to numb thoir intelloct and ennso tovrorv; to
osenpo lrom which Lhe aforesnid Aslh foatevs in them a tomptetion to bartor theiv
fomnlo modeaty mud virtye,
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The aforesnid Act hag been n somres of bronking up many ahomo, alionating
the affection of hushand and wifo, hesides geprrating child from mother

There ia no precedent in the legislation of any other eountry under the Bri-
tish flag whers women ave taxed for the privilego of living with their husbands
or under tho protection of their natural guardians,

The state of squalor in which thove unhappy people are
compelled to live, who just manage to scrape together the annual
tax, offers an admnirable medium for the propagation of such
diseases as malaria, ankylostomiasis, tuberculosis, conteric, and
dysentery, aud it is no doubl largely due to the depression and
low vitality cansed by these disenses, as well as by finaneinl worry,
that the greater number of suicides amongst the “ free” Indinn
population of Natal occarj for though the suicide-rate amougst,
them 1s only appioximately half as high as nmongst the indentured
Indians, it is stil] five times ng high ag it is, on the average, through-
out India. And that these people are in severs finaneinl slraits,
chiefly on account of the heavy incidence of this taxnlion. Dr.
Charles Banks, Indian Protector of Bmigrants, in his lasl report on
Emigration from Calcutta to British and Foreign Colonies, <hows
Lhat the average savings of the vesident Indian immigrants in the
several Colonies, during the yeavs 1906 aud 1907, as far as conld he

ascerlained, were as follows

1906, 1907,

L, 8 (. L s, d,
Demarara 1 18 & 1 19 9
Tyinidad . 1 6 3 1 2 8
Manritius 5 3 0 4 18 9
Natnl 1 6 8 P18
Fiji 011 7 010 8
Jamnien 4 15 10 4 14 8
Surinam 1 3 6 6 10

The figures include, in the ease of Demarara, Mawviling, JTamaiea,
and Surinam (hut not the ofther territories) the valne of landed
TR

property in the possession of immigrants, whilst the 10ji Agures are
incomplete.  Bub Lhe cost of living is mueh smaller everywhove than

in Natal,
The Lobito Bay Seandul,

A faither indieation of financinl atress amongst the * free ”
Indian population was the Lohito Bay senndal, 10aced wilh stnrvalion,
and dreading Imprisonment for non~payment of the annual licence,
many were induced o agree to work on the Benguella Railway, in
Portuguese West Afvica, [or a month hefore conseni. 10 Lthis could
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he ohtained from the Indian and Imperia) (fovernment, some
thousands of them were fed and housed by the conbractors,
Contracts were entered inlo, most of the Indians undoubtedly
helieving that they would be allowed Lo return to Natal. One of the
clanses of the contracls read : ““And the said counlractors undertake al,
the expiry of this Uontraet, or any renewal thereol entered into with
the Immigrant, to veturn him, his wife, and family to the Colony of
Natal, freo of all cost to Lhe Immigrant,” 16 was sbated
by the Netal Mercury that some 2,000 (others said 3,000) Iabourers
and their famnilies were despatched to Lohito Bay. The confracls
included provisions lo the effect that money that was owing
o the Natal Governmenit, in Lhe shape of licence-fees nnd
arrears of taxation, was {o be paid over {o the naulhorities
in instalments, and deducted from the monthly wages. I'rom
the Protector’s Report, it is learni thal, of a minimuam of 2,000,
who left Natal in Maveb, 1907, 658 returned {o Natal, and
048 were prohibited from returning and sent to India, aboul
a ‘year later, making a tolal of returned Indians of 1,606, Thus
20 per cent, of the indentured men and women were officially unac-
counted for. What had happened to them ? The following statement
was made Lo, and published in, the Nelul A dvertiser, four months after
the frgt, shipment lefl, for Iobito Bay aund il has never heen

seriously impugned :—

The Indiane who wont from Matal to Liobite Bay got sufflaiont vations inthe
way of vice, dholl, and sult, bufi there is not suffleiout water, They are gusping
fov wator, Lhoy got only n pinta dny onch, somotimos only holll a piit, and ofton
not ahotgh to 11l a condenged milk tin,

I spoke to the head sivdar, nomed Rungrsammy, and to another sivdar, named
Remenmmy, and thay told me that most of the Indiang who went' frem Duorhan
had oither died or cleared off fo Dammivaland, Those who have gono awnay are the
noholors, bub thoe greeter part of the deficiency is agcounted tor by denths, Of
the 1,208 Indiang despatahied from hava only 700 vemaiu, Thoy dis from want
of wator and fover, I do nol know what faver it is; it i8 loonl, and nob
malarin,

I gaw ono Indian lying in n tont i n dying condition, and it Jooked ns
if he could not live nnother five or aiv hours. Ilis hody was swolley
up. As soon as he saw men he ovied oub foobly, “QGive me n dvop of
water,” Isnid that I had no wator, and that L was n strangor thore, Thd
men ate asebisflad with the wovrk and with the rations, but tho pgront
comnloaink ig tho want of water, To look at, the wabor which thago poor man deink
is nico and olear, but to the towsh it in sticky and oily, Thoso Indlansg ave wight
nway shead of the rail-ond, and ave engagod cleaving bush nnd lovelling tho ground,
Walor i eavvied on oamels from tho vaithead to whoro these poople are working,

I gaw My, Groom,one of the whito bosses, and asked him for a job, hutho
bould not give me ono. Yo gave mo a lotter to the managor for ﬁr]]mblm and
Co., hut he alse aonld do nothing for me, snying all the places waove fllled up, ¥ did
not want to go on labouring work, hul to remain at Lobito Bay. I did not

athor, Ivom any white man up thore anything ns to the couditions of thesa
Indiang, My information wag detived from the sivdars and from tho Indians

8
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themselves, Indinn labourers were crying out for water, and before thoy could he
jssued with their share they have to gebt tickets signed by a sirdar. ‘Thoy any,
+How are wa to live with this little drop of water, Wo lhave not had 8 sash
gipog we Jaft Natul! The women weare all orying, too; their olothos are in a
Althy dirty condition, and thay are infestad with swarms of flics. I did not
hear the womon say anything about their ralations heing dend. .

. I went to Lobito Dry to seek work and did not gob it. I arrvived at
Iobitec Bay on Juns 2, and I saw these poor people on June 8, ten milos off
tho railhend, remaining with them a dey and o night. Thoy gave me lottors to
hring to Durban, ag they complain that former letters addressed here have
never renchad their destination, When I was there, thore were one hundred
tonts formerly oceupied by Indians who had either died ovr ¢lenred, I made
aotusl inguiries on the spot regarding medienl aftondance, nnd found that

thero was no doctor to attend to orses of illness,
Indian Opinion, for the 14th March, 1908, econtained the
following corroboration from some of the returned men :

The water they had to find themselves by digging, Large nmumbers wove
gmitben with sickness, which caused the body to swell, and produced gores; tho
returned men say that half the paople died durving the first three months, During
the whole eleven months they were al work, not a tent nor & hut of any kind
Wi grnvidea for them, Thosa who could, ereated small huts of wood and grass
Fot themselves ; otheva gimply took shelter under a friondly troo and trusted to
(God for protection from lions, tigers, and other wild bensts whioh prowled aboug
the neighbourhood, As, nfter cach month or so, the ecnmp had to be shifted to
a distant place, the huts which thoy had mnde beeame useless, When thes man
complained, it ia alleged that flogging with a sjambok (rhinoeeres-hide whip)
was vesorted to, and that one died under this treatment......A numbor of their
companions hnve been detained on the boat hy the Emmigration Dapartment,
who will not accept their domicile certifleates, boasuse thoy have not the twa
thumly impression imprinted on theni,  ‘Lhe rengon why theso certiflontes did not
hoat these impressions was, so their companiong state, bocanso, ab tho timo of
leaving Durban for Lobito Bay last yewr, soveral wore hirried on to  the honat

abt the last moment.

The Indian National Progressive Association addvessed n letter
to the Natal Indian Congress, still further corvoborating the above
allegations, stating that large numbers of the Indians, who had
gons to Lobito Bay, had died of beri-beri, dysentery, and fever, Tha

jetter conbinues ;

The scanty rations served ouf were not suffleiont to keop body
and soul together.. .., Owing to the seareity of food (wo are informed) some had
pold their childven to the Duteh and Portuguese farmers and others had loft tholrs

to wander sbout,.

The Natal Indijan Congress took the matter up, and & number
of the principsl Indians in Natal, through the courtesy of (he officials
of the Immigration Depariment, saw the men who were heing de-
tained, The men complained bitterly thal, although many of them
were of over ten years' standing in the Colony, they were being sent
to India against their will, They were said to have stated that
they would have to starve in India, as they had little or no cash
with them, aud they knew India less than they did Natal, There
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were over 300 of them restricted, Of these, 373 embnrked foi
Coleuttn or Madras by the S, S, Uongellt, The Congress immediately
cabled tothe Imperial Government, protesting against the deportation
of men without inquiry, who claimed domicile in Natal, Al thé
same time, they made representations to the Natnl Gtovernment; who
denied that the men were domiciled (without giving any valid rea-
gon for their denial), adding that “although some of the Indians
would no doubt have remained in the Colony if they had been allow-
ed to do so, yet the Protector knows of no seriouns objections on the
part of the Indians to their being sent back to their own country (11).”
Apparently, however, the Natal Government began to feel uneasy
ns to their position, for, when the next bateh of Indians, returned
from ILobito Bay, were rvestricted from entering the Colony, the
Principal Immigration Restrietion Officer refused an application fyom
the President of the Natal Indian Congress, representing the, Indian
community of the Colony to see the interned men, in the following

naive terms : '

« 1 heg to aoknowledge the rogeipt of your lctter of the 7ch inst,,
and to conflem tho roply 1 gave over the telephone to My, 1), Mahowed on Baturday
morning, viz,, that tha position of the Indiana now interned at the Bluff was recoivs
ing tho onreful attention of the Protector of Indian Immigrants and of this Depart.
ment, and el in the inderesls of the people themselver 1€ wos ﬂﬂ?lafdﬂ?'ﬂ% Tt
expuedient (o open the compound Lo visilors,

There the matler rested, and nothing further has been publicly
known of it beyond the fact that some hundreds of men, who could
never have been removed from Nalal, their second home, had thay
vemsined there, and who undersfood that they would certainly he
able {o reburn when they agreed to go to Iobito Bay, were, against
their will, penniless and friendless, sent back to India, without being
given the opportunity of proving their domicile, turned out of ?:]m
counlry of their adoption on a llimsy pretext, after having sulfered
ugonies in T.obilo Bay, after having been drained of the last penny
owing to the Natal Government, and being refused the opportunity
of consulting with the leaders of the Natal Indian communily as to
their legal position, Thus, the Colony of Natal gol rid of at least
1,500 of its Indian population, partly by death, partly by deporta~
tion, because the poor wretches could not pay the dead-weight of
taxation that was attached to them ag (he price of freedom! Ilow
heavy is the responsibility of the (rovernment of India for agresing
to the imposition of this premium upon slavery !

From what has already been said, it is plain thal, if the
Natal Government were {o abolish the use of indentured labour,
there would yeb be a plentiful and cheap supply of Indian labour for
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the estates, farms, mines, and public services, derived from {he
free Indian population, the bulk of which i3 ever on the verge of
starvation, Costs of labour would be reduced by a reduetion in
the cost of recruiting, supporting a large Immigration stefl, and
maintaining expensive quarantine establishmenis. And, with a
higher rate of pay, betber housing and diet, and a grealber regavd
for the human needs of the employees, it is obvious thal Natal would
benefit by & greater degree of labour efficiency, a better output
of energy, and an augmented production, phenomena {hat have
followed a mors libera! lahour policy all ibe world over-—even on
those estates in Natal where the Dest trealment is accorded to

{he labourers.

The Natal Indian community feel so keenly on the subject,
that they have pelitioned the Government Lo stop the system 1mme-
diately, They will never eonrent to purchase the rvemoval of a
single disability for the trading class, who can, to some extent,
protect themselves, at a cost so heavy to their unforlunale brethren,
who are victimised, nob so much hy any particular cirenmstance or
series of circumstances of their employment, nor even by the employ-
ment itself, buk by the very nature of the relations that must inevi-
tably tend to establish {hemselves under this system between
employer and employed, The writer bas deall very lengthily«—le
trusts not too lengthily—with the queslion of indentured I'ndian
immigration into Natal, largely becanse he holds it to be an Im-
perial scandal =econd only in importance, in Soulh Afvica, Lo the
treatment of the Transvaal Indians, wilh the tacil, even If withoul
the open, knowledge and consent of the Tmperial CGovernment. 1le,
hopes that the foregoing exposs will assist in removing a dark blot
from the Kmypire's escuteheon,

The Franchise—Political and Municipal,

laving now dealt with matiers affecting *ihe very exist-
- ence of the Natnl Indian community, the remaining grievances
dre, in comparison, of minor, but, nevertheless, of considerablo im-
portance, The first of these is the question of the franchise, yoliti-
-eal and municipal, Under the general franchise law of Nalal
priof to 1806, Indinns enjoyed political franchise rights on an
equal footing with their European fellow-colonists, The franchise
requirements were the ownership of immovable property worth :£50
or payment of an annual rental of £10, Tn 1894, there were, on the
official voters’ roll, 9,308 Euaropeans, and 251 Indinns, of whom 203
weve liviog al Lhe {ime, the populations being then approximaiely

b
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equal, Thusg, the Buropean vole wag, in that year, 38 tLimes ay
strong as the Indian vote,  Yet the Natal Government (it 'will
presently be seen for whab rensons) pretended to believe thal there
was o real danger of the Iinropean vole being swamped by the
Indian. Accordingly. they introducedd into the T.egisialive
Assembly a Bill.disfranchising all Asiaties save those whose names
were already righlly conlained on any volers’ ligt, the preamble
of the Bill asserting that the Asiatics (4. e, the DBritish Indians)
were not acquainted with eleclive representative institutions, This
was of course, a direct atlack upon Indians as a rnce, and because
of the racial taint in this legislalion, the Indian community vigor-
ously opposed it, memorialising the Natal, TIndian, and [mperial

Governments,

In communicating the ITome Grovernment’s decision o the
Grovernor of Natal, Mr, Chamberlain observed :

Your Ministors will nob bo unpropaved to learn that a measure of this swoeping
natuve is vegavded by llov Majesty’s Govoarmment as opon to the vevy gravest
objeotion, It drnws no distinetion hobween alions and subjects of Her Majesty, or
hotween thoe most ignorant and most enlightened of the Natives of Indin., I need
not yemind you that among the Intter class thera ave to ha found gentlomen whose
posibion and attainmoents fully qualify them for all the dubics and priviloges of
citizauship, and you must boaware thatin two easos within the lnst few yerrs the
cloctors of important constituencios in this counlry have considerad Indian gentlo-
men worthy, nob mevely to oxoraige the franchise, but to ropresont thom in the

Iiouse of Commong,
Asg a result the Act was recalled and replaced by one declar-
ing Lhal ;

No povsona shail bo qualifiod to have thoir names niserted in any list of
alpotord who (not hoing of Buropoan otigin} are natives or dokoandants in thoe
male line of natives of oountries whiell have not hitherto possessed elootive
reprosonéativo ingtibutious founded on the Parlinmentary flanchisoe, unlosu thoy
ghotl flesE obtain an order from the Governor-in-Couneil, exompting thom from
the oparation of the Act ‘ ‘

IL also exempled from its operalion those persons whose names
were rightly contained in any existing voters’ list, The measure,
having been previously submitted to Mr. Chamberlain, was approved
by him and passed, and, notwithslanding [urther prolest on the parl
of the Nalal Indians, was acceptel by the TImperial Gtovernment,
andd has ever since been laid in lthe Colony, The Act, {hough
ostensibly, like the later Licencing Act of the Colony, of general
application, was specially intended Lo be direcled against the RBritish
Indian Colonists, who were thus disfranchised, even though horn in
tlie Colony and knowing no other home, living in Jfuropean fashion,
speaking linglish as their wother tongue, barristers, doclors, and
teachers alike, :
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What the Nutal Mercury, the then Government organ, thought
of the measure at the time may be gathered from Lhe following
extract from its issue of the bth March, 18906

The fact of the matter is that, apart from numbers altogethor, tho aupe-
rior raca will always hold the reins of Government, We nro inalined to the
bhelief, therefore, that the danger of tho Indian vots swamping the Iuropean is
a chimerical one. We do not considor the danger of botng swamped is at all
g likely one, as past exportence hag proved that the olnss of Indians coming
here, a8 o rule, do not concern themsclves nbout the franchise, and, furthey,
that the majority of them do not even posscar tho small proporty qualifiention

raquired,
But the real reason for this racial disqualifieation was enun-
ciated in the same journal, some five weeks later, as follows :

Rightly or wrongly, justly or unjustly, n strong fesling oxisfs nmong the
Europenns in Bouth Afiicn, and especially in the bwo Republies againgt, Indisns
or any other Asiatica heing allowed an umestrieted 1ight to tho franthise, Tho
Indian argument, of coucse, in that there iz ouly one Indian to every 38 Euro-
paan yoters on tha poll at present with tho open franchise, and that the danger
anticipnted is imaginavy, Perhaps it is, 0ud we have lo deal wilh it ns if i
were a real danger, not altogether, as we have oexplained, beontiso of o viows,
but because of the views we know o be strongly held by the resé of the Kiyo-
neans in the coundry, We do not wané {solalion ayain under the far grealer und
more falal ban of being a semi-Asgiatic country, ont of tovoh and oul of har-
mony with the other European Governments of the couniyy,

Thus, we observe, even as early ag 1894, the cloven hoof of
the Transvaal, and we maik the baleful influence of that dark land
upon the welfare of British Indiuns, elsewhere in South and Iast
Africa, later emphasised by the attempt of Natal to copy lord Milner’s
misgnided effort to enforce his famous Bazaar Notice; by the
successful indacement of Natal uulawfully to prevent Transvaal
Indians from landing at Durban on their way back to their homes
from Indiaj by the equally successful inducement of the Porbugunese
Province of Mozambique toillegally deport to India domieiled ‘[rans-
vaal Indians pushed over the Portuguese border Dby ‘Iransvaal
policemen ; by the imitation on the pari of Southern Rhodesia of the
hateful Registration Law of the Transvaal, with even worse addilions
by the attempt of the South African settlers in Nairobi, British
East Africa, to drive out the Indians from the Iighlandsof that
territory ; nnd by an attempt, on the part of the cotnmercial olasses
of German Tast Africn, similarly to get rid of Indian traders who
have made Gernmian East Alvica a commercial possitility, and who ag
Herr Dernberg, the German Colonial Secielary, has ndmitted, are a
valuable asset to Germany's Colonial Empire,

The Times (London), at this period, even wenl so far ag lo
cha.llenge the statement that the Indian in India had ne franchise,
saying the argument that he has no franchise whatever in India
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wag inconsistent with the facts, But the goal of the (folony has never
heen merely disfianchisement of the Indian, It has been pre~
pared to go the length of lis absolute extinction, at least ns a free
man, Ile may be, perhaps, allowed to lead a dog's life, indentured
on an estate, and, provided he is confent to remain a pariah, a sovisl
outeast, without a desire to aspire higher, he will he tolerated
hy the mass of his fellow-colonists, Natal does nol wanf freedom
for its Indian population ; Natal Indians must be kepl in bondage
fiom the cradle {o the grave,

British Indians in South Afriea have never sought politieal
power ; but they have always asserted their equal right to the politienl
franchise, provided Lhey were otherwise qualified, Where, howevm,
they are ndmitled to the politienl franchise, as at the Cape, recognis-
ing the mtenslty of European opposition, they have refrained, as a
rule, from exercising their electoral privileger, on the principle that
it is ever better to let eleeping dogs lie,

Whilst, however, by a grave streteh of language, it might con-
ceivably he found justifiable to exclude British Indians in Nailal fiom
the political franchise, there can be no deubt that there is absolutely
no justification for this attempt Lhat is now being made to deprive
them of the Municipal fianchise. Indeed, the late Sir John Robin-
son and My, Escombe, formeily Premiers of Natal, expiessly promised
the Indinn community that their municipal ivileges would never
be taken away from them. TFop no one could truthfully say that
Indianz in India had no municipal privileges, Mr, M, C, Anglia,
for insltance, one of the Joint-Honorary Secrataries of the Nalal In-
dian (‘ungleaq was himself, at one time, a Munieipal Councillor of
Rander, in the Surat Dml;uuh Yol in UIB Munieipal Laws (lonsoli-
dation Bill, passed by the Natal Pmliament, in 1906, Lthee i3 a
deliberate efforl o deprive the Indian citizens of Natal of all power
and voice in the condnel of the munjeipal alfairs of the Colony, And
the attempt has been made insidiously, By a eunningly devised
trick to disarm criticisin, Section 22 (¢) of the Bill deprives of the
Municipnl [ranchigse all who are not exempl fiom the liabilities
imposed by T.aw 8 of 1806—that is Lo say, any person politi-
eally disfranchised was to be municipally disfranchised also |
It was naclually sought to connect, in the public mind, politi-
cal and municipnl disnbilities, and, hy confusing public opinion,
to go back upon the pledges, given in the Natal Parliament ten
years before, by the two mosl prominent statesmen of the Colony,

A petition was immediately addressed by the Nalal Indinn
Congress to Lord Elgin, protesting against the proposed measure, nnd
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polnting’out that many "Indians in Natal made large annual confri-
butions to the municipal exchequer of the Colony., Lord Llgin, some
mounths afterwards, and consequent upon corvespondence *vith the
Government of India, addressed a despatel to the Governor of Natal,

containing the following further objections Lo the Bill

Sections 200200 of the Bill, which re-ennet the provisions of Liaw Ne, 21
of 1888, provide for the registration of membors of uneivilised raaos, which torm is
defined in sectivn 7 ag ineluding all harhrrous or semi-barbarous races and all Indians
introduced ns indentured lnbourers, net actually under indentarve, and {fheiyr
descendants, unlass theiv status is above thut of lnbourers, or domestia Rorvanty,
his definition, it may Dbe noted, goes beyond the low of 1888 in inoluding
degeandants of indentived Indiang, The Governmang of India are anxious thal

those sections should not apply to Indians,......... .. It ag 1 gﬂ’nhm:,‘thiu is the only
part of the Bill which affocts those who coms under the definition in section 7,
sub-geation (7), of ‘uncivilisad races’, that definition conld ba amonded by the

omisgion of tho words relating to Indians, and thus the griovance, which, sven ir i
wera only n sentimenianl one, i very keenly felt in Indin, avising lrom the classjfi-
oation of someof His Majesty's Indian subjeats with * barbarous ot semi-hurbarons
races ', would e removed.,... . Tho Government of India Puther desiye
that the disabilities imposed on Indinug by seotion 182 (47 and 38) and
rection 208 of the Bill, may he removed ov'mitignted. The form *eolonred porsgns’
neeording to seotion 7 () ot tha Bill, inaludos *coolis,” and, ne your Ministers aye
nwarve, that word is froquently used in South Africa a8 o genoral torm, inelading
all Asiatios of whatever standing, The Beerotary of State for Indin cannot huyf
regard the subjection of respectablo natives of India to tho dograding vostrvistions
of sectiona 182 (37 and 38) and 208 of iho Bill as Indefonsible, and, indeed, I

ather from your telegram of the 20th Janusry that your Ministors, in Propog-
ing the Bill, did not confemplate the oxtension of the operation of those provisions

to persons of superior clnss;

[ It is remarkabie that Colonial Ministers, in thoir dealings with the
Imperial Government, never “contemplale ihe extension of the opera-
tion of these provisions,” yel subsequent Ministries {ind it con-
venient to 1gnore previous protestations, and actually do extend * {he
operation of these provisions” when a suilable opporiunily offers !

and that, in practice, thoword ‘eoolia’ i3 nobso fntorproted, There remaing,
howaver, the fach that, as indieated in my predecessor’s despatel, No. 1L of ta
Oth Deacombaer, the definition of the word ig nob clear, nad ennuob bind the Clourts

not to give it the more extended meaning,

Throughout the despateh, it is Lord Morley and {he (fovern-
ment of India speaking, and not Lord Elgin, and it is now known
that the Imperial Government are prepared, without a word of con-
snlfation with ' the Nafal Indian community, to snorvifice the
Indian Municipal franchise, if the Nalal Governmeni ave prepared
to make the above alterations and to amend the Licensing Taw of
the Colony, giving the righl of appeal, on matlers of faol, to the
Supreme Conrb.  This the Natal Grovernment have so far declined Lo
do, and the Bill ig accordingly indefinitely hung up. But the point to
be considered is that the Imperial Government are at any {ime pre-
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pared Lo hargain away some of the most valned public rights of the
Nutal Tndians withon{ relerence to their views in any way., The
Natal Tadinn community has emphatically prolested againsd this
atiitude on the part of the Imperial Government, poinling oul that
(he two malters—the municipal frauchise and the right of appeal
under the Licensing law-—are entbely independent of eacli other,
and that ench should be deall wilth on ils own merils, I{ declines
to accepl a compromise ol this natnre, and refuses to purchase ona
acl of justice at the cost of an addilionel act of injustice.  "That they
consider Lo he the poliey of robbing Peter io pay I’aul, with which
they refuse to have anylhing to do, Can any honourable man say
anght against them for adopling so disinferested n slandpoint ?

Indean Hdueation wn Nelol.

Education among the children of (he indentured Indians is
almost non-existent, No provision is made for it in the indeniure
laws of Ll Colony., Ilere and there a humane employer offers
rations Lo the children of his labourers, conditionally nupon their
attendance ab the clemenfary ednention eclasses that he provides,
Bul these cases are exceptional, though they do credit to the kindly

thought. of the employers concerned,

The history ol eduealion amougst the non-indeniured
Indian population of Netal 18 a very painful one. DPrior to
the year 1899, the Iublic Bchools of the Colony were open
to all, withoul any distinclion whalever as to rave, In ihat
year, however, Sir Henry Bale (he has been dubbed “ Balo
Lhe Consecienlions), who way then Atlorney-Greneral and Minister of
Tedueation, and ig now Chief Justice, with & view o carrying oul the
colour-policy ol the (yovernment of the day, of which he wag a member,
stopped Indian children {rom going to the Pablic Schools attended by
Kuropean children,and created a lligher Grade Indian Sehool in Durban
{or those Indian children, helonging to the helter class, whose parents
were able and willing to pay the requived school-fees and conform lo
Ruropean habits and cusloms, Whilst the Indian community did not,
willingly consent to this, yet, in ordernot to embarrass the (rovernment
by insisling upon Indian children atlending schools where European
ohitdren were taught,it acquiesved in the position, and paironised the
two Higher Grade Indian Schools, which were, as promnised, on exactly
the same terms ag the ordinary schools of Lhe Colony as regards faes,
staff, currienlum, and discipline, and the schools progressed rapidly
with the support given by the Indian community, The girls
were not affected hy the new scheme, bub conlinued to go io

v
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the ordinary schools as usual, In  August of 1905, however,
the newly-appointed Superintendent ol Kducation, Mr, Mudie,
who seems +to have Dbeen somewhat more consistent in  his
colonr-prejudice, ordered the dismissal of all Tndian infants and
female children from the schools attended by LKuropean childrven, and
established a school for them within the premises occupied by ihe
Durban ITigher Grade Indian School, teaching them separately {from
the senior boys. Aboul this lime, too, an allempt was made by
Mr, Mudie to take the Dbuilding sel. apart for the Iligher Grade
Indian School, and use it exclusively for Indian and ** coloured ” (4. e,
half-castes of mixed Kaffir and Iaropean origin) children, under the
name of © Coloured ” Sehool, The Indian community, however, strong-
ly epposed the innovation, and the scheme fell through, Towards the
end of 1905, the girls and infants, who had been dismissed from the
other schools and sent to the Iligher Grrade Indian School, were also
dismissed summarily from this school, The community made
a further protest and these pupils were re-admitted, in February,
1906, and were taught, as before, separalely, by & competent
lndy-teacher, All wenl well until August of Lhat year, and
the total strength of the school, in these favourable conditions,
roge Lo about 250 pupils, some 30 of whom were girls, At this Lime,
unfortunately, a new Assislant Inspector of Schools was appointed,
of Colonial birth, who appears to have been affected by violent anti-
Indian prejudice, Te gave notice of dismissal Lo all the infants,
and insisted upon the senior boys and girls being taught together,
but the Indian community, with ils tiadilions of sex-separateness,
strongly protested, and the order for dismissal of the infanils was
withdrawn, though the co-education of boys and girls conbinued,
notwithstanding repealed objections on the parl of the community,
As a resull of this indisoreet policy on the part of Lhe Government,
the number of girls abtending the school has been reduced from
30 fo 6 small children., In August, 1907, a new order
commenced, The Infants' Class and Standard I, were abolished,
and the school, shorn of these two classes, started from Standanl
II. The community, in July, 1908, again petitioned ngainst this,
bul their protest was ignored by the Government, Shortly after
this, the Colonial Secretary moved, in Parlinment, that the vote
for the Higher Grade Indian School be reduced by £ 675 and
thal the item of £150, hitheito allowed for the training of
Indian teachers, be deleted, This was carried without a word of
dissent on the part of any member, nohody, apparently, appreciating
the seriousness of the position—-for, though every legislalor of
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Natal is, in theory, guardiau and Lrustee of the interests of the
unrepresented Indian community, in praclice, he entirely ignores
{hose interests, The reduction of the vote for Indian educafion was
made allegedly on grounds of economy ; yet, simulianeously, the
Colonial Secretary obtained an increase in the vote for Native
[Kaffir] education of £1,000, with an additional £250 for Native
Training Institutions, In view of thig reduclion in the Indian Kdu-
cation vote, the Minister of Education issued instructions to dismiss
all children above the age of 14 years from the Iligher Grade Indian
School, in October, 1908, an order that meant thal forty to fifty
Indian children at this school alome would be deprived of educa-
{ional facilities, seeing that there was no other public institution
where they might prosecute the studies, DMeetings were called by
public representative bodies of the community and strong resolulions
of protesl were recorded and forwarded to the Government, who,
as usual, ignored them, On the 21st Oclober, the Government were
asked to veceive an Indian depulation on the subject, This
» they refused to do on the ground of * pressure of public business.”
Three days later, they were asked to suspend the notice of
dismissal pending further enquiry. This request, likewise, was
rejected, The community, driven to desperation by this
attack upon the f{ulure welfare of Indian children, then made
an ex parte application lo the Supreme Court for an injunciion
against the Government, resiraining them f{rom dismissing the
children. The application, being an ex parie one, was refused, and
the community thereupon prepared to make another application
in proper form, when the Government, on the 30th Octoher,
withdrew the notice and ordered the re-admission of the children,
On Lhe 23rd December lasl, however, the nolice was re-issued with
an intimation that, as from Lhe lgt Iebruary, 1900, children over
the age of 14 years would not be re-admified to the school,

So soon as it became ecvidenl thal the communmily were
determined to fight the maiter to the bilier end, the Government
issned a series of Regulationsin terms of the Liducation Acl of 1894,
prohibiling Native (Kaffir), Indian, and * coloured ” children [romn
being admilted {o schools other Lhan {hose specially provided
for them ; declaring thal no f{ree scholars should be admitlted Lo
Indian schools and no pupils over the age of 14 years would he
permilled to atlend any Government school for Indiane; stating
that no pupils under Standard 11, should be admilted to an Indian
school under Iiuropean f{eachers ; decloring thal no subjeclt nol
included in the standard syllabus for Primary Schools should be
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taught during school-hours in any Indian sehool in charge of
Ruropean teachers, and providing that no pupil who had passed
Standard IV, should remain at an Elemeniary Indian School,

A petition was at onee forwnvrded to the Government, objecting
to these Regulations on the following grounds: thal they were
cnleulated o infliet grievons hardship upon the Indian community,
they threatened the future of Indian edueatlion in the Colony, and
they represented a hreach of faith with the Indian commun-~
ity on the part of the Govermment. The Clause prohibiling
Indian ghildren fiom attending schools other than those specially

provided for them, was attacked as

A direct violation of (he defimte promise made by the Government, in 1800,
whereby Indian parents sent their children, nof by reason of any legal disahility,
hut as a voluntary net, to the specially provided Ilighov (Grade Indian Schoals,
which wers to offer the smme tenching facilities, to bang highly equipped, and ag
adequately staffed, in evory respect, a8 the schools attended hy IEnropoans,

It was pointed out thal

Whilst the act of graco, peeformed by the community in 1808, wagr catriod
out in order, Ao far as possible, to bring about a modifiention of rreo and colours
prejudice on the pare of the whita Colonists, its geod faith has heon prosumed
upon, and advantrge has been takon of its modarntion te impose by indireet

merns, ¢ legal disability upon Indian childven,

It was strongly felt that * such a disability should have
heen imposed, if at all, only Dby the agency of an Act of
Parliament, which would have heen subjeel to the Imperial velo.”
Ifere we have one more example of how Sonth Alvican Minjsbries
govern British Tndians, amongsl other non-linvopean peoples, hy
Regulations, which do not need to be reserved lor the expression ol
the Royal assent, a3 is requisite in the cage of Acts of Parlinmeni,
differen{fating hetween the Enropean and  non-Iuropean sections of
the comtmunity to the detriment of the latier.

It was further pointed out {hat

Whoreas no age limit exists compelling Tuvopean childvon to leave sehool, and
the age limit to leavo sehool, for childvan attending Colouved Bohools, is  fixed.....,
ab pisteen, {the age faed . ., for children sttonding Indian schools to leave 8, ...,
fourteen ; furthermore, whilst no restriction is placed for tho adinission of froe
children in other schools, the children attending Indian schools are denied the
henefit of frea admission,

The provision made, that no  Tadian child who had not passed
Standard 1I. could attend an Indian school where {uilion was
given by a European Staff, hut that such a child must atlend whal
15 ealled an Elementary Tndian School, was condemmed ag being

In di.rent ronfliet with the promise mede by the Goevernment, in 1809, whaerchy
the toaching, eyuipment, accommodation and discipline of Indian and Eurepean
scrgoly should ho alike.
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T'he fact was emphasised Lhat

Tho Blomontory Indian Sohooly wre nothing bub the old indentured schools
under anothor name nnd another anthorty, nand that they ate old, Lndly-built,
badly-ventilated,  badly-situated buildings,  affording entirely insuiliciont
nocommodation, ineompletely oquipped, with ungualified tesching  staffs, and
Inglang 0 elfeative discipling, and that theso dofects nre fatnl to the welfare of
Indian children of tender years whom it is aought to sond to these Institutions,

A {urther clause of the petition stated thal British Indians in
Nuatal

ool keenly that, over sinco 1805, efforts have beon made steadily to vender
nugatory all atiempts mado by tho Indinn community to [further its highor
development and intollactual progross through the officient training of its children,
and that the Government have entively failed to appreciate the growing needs of n
community, many of whose children ave born in the Colony, and whe know no

othor lome than this.

It was also declured Lhat the Regulations were regarded by the
community as detrimental to its welfare, and * a source of uunstlmt
friction and of communal humiliation.” ‘The usual reply caine
saying that the Government{ could nol see their way to accede

te the petitioners’ request.

1t is clear thial the Natal (rovernment have made, during the
lasl four years, a deliberate altempl to destroy Indian eduealion
utterly. ’'he Regulations are a fraud upon {he Nalal Indian com-
munity, s show a contemplible desive on the parl of a powerful
Uovernment Lo go behind distinet and definite pledges and solemu
assurances, made by them to it. Hyverything possible has been done Lo
ruin Lhe success of {he Durban Hligher (rrade Indian Schiool, even to
the removal of its Head-master agnint the wishes of the pavents of
the pupils altending Lhe school,  Apparenils, i has been the (Gov-
ernment’s intenfion to degrade Lhe school Lo Lha low level of ilg own
Government Tndian Seliools, tha miserable gualily of the instrme-
Lion wherein is o malter of shame {o {he whole Colony, 'The only
remaining hope for the conmunity is to render themselves independ-
ent ol the public schools, to found their own eduecational in-
stilutions stafled by highly-qualified Tndian teachers, capable, too,
of instruction in the vernaculars, Will India help ?

Other Nulal Grievances.

Excepl ar inlerprelers, British Indians in Nalal have bheen
excluded fromy Governmenl Service, and have been debamired [rom
compeling in the Civil Service Examinalions, which they formerly
had the right to do,

Those who arva Lhe descondanls of [ndians formerly under
indenture, even though of high educational and professional
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attainments ave, in theory, al least, and often in practice, too, subject
to the provisions of the Municipal Vagrancy Regulations, and are
required to he within doors after nine o’clock at night, unless they
carry & special permit securing them from molestation at {he hands

of I affir policemen,

By virtue of the provisions of the Income and Land Assessment,
Act of 1908, Indians have been subjected to an avowed rystem of
clags-legislation, in that their occupatlion of lands as cultivators has
been declared by law to be non-beneficial [and Natal owes its very
existence to the lahours of the Indian cultivator ! . Sub-section 2 of
clause 34 of the afore-mentioned Act declares that :

Land owned by Europeans shall not be deemed to e benefloially occupied if
the same was ocoupied solely by Natives, [[{affivs] or Indians, unless such land is
nob suitable for European anltivation.

And the tax upon land non-beneficially occupied is four lemes as

high as 16 18 upon so-called beneficially occupied land !

The foregoing ave among ihe principal grievances aond dis-
abilities of the Indians of Natal, which prides itself upon being the
British Colony of South Africa. AMany of the Natal Indians,
including the Colonial-born young men, served, during {he Anglo-
Boer War, in the British Army, as slretcher-beavers, They raised
men and money to carry on the operations of the Ambulance Corps
(requently mentioned in despatches), and even offered Lo share in
active Military service, but their request was refused hy the
Military authorities. Others,agnin,spent large sums of money, notably
Mr, Rustomjee Jeevanjee (he is now suffering, for the sake
of his conntrymen, in a ‘I'ransvaal gaol), who assisted and
mainteined Transvaal 1efngees for many months al the rate of £ 50
per month oul of his own pumese. No longer ago than 19086, an
Indian Stietcher-Bearer Corps served wilth the Natal Volunteers
during the Native Rebellion, being specially mentioned in despatches,
They were supplied and paid by the Natal Indian community, Bub
all these services count for wnothing, The development of the
Colony’s commenrce, trade, and indusiries was nothing lo the Indian
in the view of the average Natal Colonist, * Coolie” he is, and
" coolie ¥ he must 1emain, so long as he slops in South Afviea. And
all theve hardships have been imposed upon him against the desire
but with the consent of the Imperial Grovernment, What must the
Colonial-born Indian think of it all ?

p—y
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The Transvanl has always been the ** awlul example” of South
Africn, in regard to the stupid ignorance and thoroughness of ils
anti-Asiatic policy. For close upon a quarter of a century the powers
of daikness have held sway in whabt is one of Lhe most recent
of the Self-Governing Colonies of the Impirve., Arvticle X1V, of
the TLondon Convention ol 1884 Lad provided that :

All porsons, other than natives, conforming thomselves to the laws of the
South Africnn Ropublie, (¢) will havo [ull liberty, with their families, to enter,
travol, or reside in any part of tha HBouth Atfriean Ropublia, (#) will be entitled to
hire or possess hounses, manufuctories, warchouses, shops and premises, {¢) may
aarry on their commorse either in person ov by any agonts whom they may think
fit to employ.

And though Indian traders had entered the Transvaal Repub-
lic some three years before this Convention, the Boer (fovernment
proposed to interpret the term Nulives, oceurring in the London
Convention, to include Asiaites 3 but this contention 1ler Majesty’s
advisers rejected,

but they were nob unwilling for *sanitary reasons” to sanction logislation
rostrioting Asintios as to their residonce to bazanrs or loeation with the proviso
that British Indinng of tho tiader olass should ba lekt entively freo,

In 18835, u law was passed, No. 3 of that year, enacling, among
other Lhings, that ** the so-ealled Coolies, Arahs, Malays, and Maho-
medan subjects of the Turkish Dominjon ” should be ineapahle ol
obtaining [uvther (citizenship) righis of the South African Republie,
and of hecoming owners of fixed property in the Republie, I'his pro-
vision wag not Lo be retrospective, 'Those, who sellled in tha Republie,
for the purpose of carrying on a trade or any commereinl occupation,
were vequired Lo register, al a cost of L 25 (alterwards vedueed Lo £ 8)
subjecl Lo henvy penalties. The Government, was given the right
to appoint certain streets, wavds, and locakions for them to live in,

A Volksrand Resolulion of the 24th Janunry, 1887, ovderad
that Taw 3 of 1884, should he amended so Lhat the * evolies, &o”,
could own fixed properly in such streets, wavds, and locations as the
(tovernment should appoint for sunilary pusrposes, as their residence
and no distinefion was made in favour of * British Tudians of the
trader class,” ag Tler Majesly’s advisers had desired.

There is, in exislence, an inleresling publication, al the jusiance
of Tord Milner, when Iligh Commissioner of Sonth Afvien,
entitled * T.aws, Volksraad Resolutions, DProclamations and
(fovernment Notices relating to Natives and Coolies in the
Transvaal ¥, Trom the Litle, il appears that even TLord Milner




79 THE INDIANM OF SOUTII AFRICA,

could not distingnish belween a ‘‘coolie” and a merchant or
lawyer, or hetween a ““ coolie ” and a Kaffir, Tlowever, a perusal of'its
pages affords matter of considerable intevest, Il appears that the
business-premises of many Indians were sitnate outside of localions,
and that the owners of the businesses actually had the temerity o
veside on their business-premises, Some members of the Volksraad
gob to learn of this dreadful slale of things, and a Volksraad
Resolution of 1888, instructs the (xovernment to institute an enqguiry,
and, if possible, Lo prohibit the living in such business-places; further
should it appear, after eunqguiry as to that eud has bheen made,
thal the further dealing and mode of life of the snid races conflict
with the interests of the white inhabitants, especially in so fur as
the maintenance of the sanitary condition of the towns is concerned,
the Grovernment was instructed in sueh cases to have the law amended
in all such respects ag might be necessitated, Evidently, the enquiries
came to naught, or, at any rate, their results were not acted on, for
another Volksrand Resolution, of 1892, © having vegard Lo the fact
that coolies or Asiaties still continue to open stores and irade i
towns in the names of white persons,” instructed the Government “to
take stringent measures in order to prevent coolies, Chinese, or
Asiatics from frading within the towns, and to cause all coolie shops
which were opened subsequently to 1889 to he removed out of {he
town, and as soon as the contracts, which were concluded Defore
1889, shall have expired, in like manner to have coolies, Chinese or
Asialics holding such contracts removed out of the lown ®, 'I’his
Resolution does nob seem to have had more effect than the previous
ones (like another place, the Statute-book of Lhe Tranavaal was, at this
time, paved with good Resolulions!) for, in 1893, anolher Resolulion
wag passed to the effect that ™ Law No, 3, 18835, as subsequenlly
amended, shall be strictly applied, so thal all Asiaties and other
persons falling under the said Law shall be obliged to confine theni-
selves to the appointed locations both for residence and trade,” with
the exception of those of them who held unexpired leases, 1tive years
afterwards, in 1898, to wit, the position was much about, {he same,
for we find that a Governmenl Notice was published, at the end
of that year, ordering the authorities lo issue notices Lo * the coolies
and other Asiatic coloured persons who are nol yeb residing and
eurrying ou business in the locations appointed for that purpose, hat,
in contravention of the Law, reside and carry on business in a town
or stand township or in obher places not appointed for that purpose,”
to go and reside and carry on business in the location appointed for

the purpose hefore the 1st of January, 1899,
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The principal points lo be observed are Lhese: T'ha Boer
Government had r  geneval contempl for coloured people,
and therefore, for Asialies, They represented a  people
descendad from iLhe old slave-owners of the Cape Colony, Aparl
from this general feeling of contempl, there was no sgpecial
diglike for the Indians, 'The Ilalter’s canse, however, was taken
up, for political reasons, by the British Government, and as a result,
the Indians hecame a sort of shuttlecock bhetween the two Govern-
menls. AL every possible opporianity, the Brilish Agent inter-
venedd on Dbehall of ihe Transvaal Indians, to the no small
annoyance of the Republican Government. When, therefore, {he
Turopean trade-competlilors of the Ilndians commenced their
anti-Asialic agilalion, the Boer Government lent a not un-
willing ear, though it was plain that, as the interests of the Boer
farmer were not in any way threalened, the Transvanl Government
were not very nactive in their publing of ilhe law into operation
against the Indians who infringed il. Moreover, there was no penally
inmposed by it upon those Indians who lived and traded outside of
loeations, That the people of the country henefited by the pre-
sence of the Indian trader is clear froin a slatemeni recorded
in the Proceedings of the Volksraad, in 189G, that * the REuropean
store-keepers charged poor people very high prices for the stnff
of life, while the coolies charged much less,” And, on one
oceasion, Iresident Kruger refused, when requested to do so hy
a depnlation of Turopean slora-keepers, to do away wilh
the Indian hawkers, on {he ground Lhat they were * useful” Lo hig
people.

The Tndian iraders had entered the Republic in 1881, in
small numbers, and as they increased, “ they aronsed the jenlousy
ol while Lraders, and soon there sprang up an anbi-Tndian agiintion
inilialed by Chambers of Commeree, wherein the British  element,
was predominanl,”  Ii will he ohserved, too, that, whereas, on the
urgenl representations of the Mrilish Government, residence in
localions was only required of those Asiatics of lower depree who, for
santloary reusons, mighl he considered undesirable residents in the
LEuropean porbions of Lhe Lowns, the Republiean Governmeni eventu-
ally tried to read inlo the expression * lor residence ” the meaning
ol “ for trading purposes,” likewise, As a vesull of the dispuie that
arose on the subject helween Lhe British and Boer Governments, the
matter wasg referred for abitralion 1o the Chief Justice of the

¥ Blatomont of the British Indian ecommunity to the Tvansvan! Constitution
Commitlce, 1900,

10
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Orange I'ree State, who sef aside both readings, deciding that the inter-
pretation of Law 3 of 1885 rested with the ovdinary tribunals of
the country—a very non-committal reply. Matters could nob
remain at this stage, and a test ecase was nccordingly taken before
the High Court, and by a majority of two to one, the interpretation
of the Government was upheld, But Mr, Chamberlain, who conducted
the negotiations on behalf of the Indians, refused to be put off in this
manner, and, whilst accepting the decision of the Court, reserved
his right to make furlher friendly representation fo the Republican
Government on the malter, There was, besides, considerable
difficulty in vemoving all the Indian traders to the locabions thai
now loomed so near, for il was explained that ** the coolies would
(if a location were fixed in one place) “flock to the place where
there was none,”* One petition against the Indian traders made
reference to ‘‘ the dangers to which the whole community is exposed
hy the spread of leprosy, syphilis and the like loathsome disenses,
engendered by thefilthy habits and immoral practices of these people,”}
As against this, however, a Dutch petition, signed by 484 burghers,
stated that the withdrawal of the Indian traders would be a hardship,
whilst another, signed by 1,340 Europeans including some of the
principal wholesale firms, declared that the sanitary habils of the
Indians were equal to those of Europeans, and that the agitation was
duoe to trade-jealonsy, On one occasion, when the Bosr Government
refused to issue more licences to British Indians, the British Agent
recommended them fo tender the licence-fees, and, if {he licences
were still not issuned, to trade without licences, A litlle Iater,
when the Government threatened to prosecute those traders who
were carrying on their businesses without these licences, aboul 40
of them were actually arrested, and the British Agent warmly
approved of the adviee given them Lo refuse to pay bail or fines, hut
to go to gaol, Eventually, the grievances of the Transvaal Indians
became a cesus bells against the South African Republic, At Sheffield,
in 1899, Loyd Lansdowne said :—

‘* Among the many misdeeds of the South Afrienn Republie,
I do not know that any fills me with more indignation than its
treatment of these Indians, Aud the harm is not confined to the
sufferers on the spot; for what do you imagine would he the
effect produced in India when these poor people retnrn 1o
their ecountry fo report to their friends that the Government, of the
Empress, so mighty and itresistible in India, with its population of

# Volkerand Debate, 1896,
T Transyaal Green Book, No, 2, pp. 1921,
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300,000,000, is powerless to secure rediess ab the hands of a small
South African State ?”

At the end of the war, Mr, Chamberlaid, Lord Milner,
and Lord Roberts united in promising complete reliel, but T.ord Milner,
at o time when, by a stroke of lhe pen, he could have prevented
all the misery that has since ensued, by cancelling the insulting
Jaw 3 of 1885, refused to do so, The Transvaal Indiang were
even compelled, in 1904, to fight his Government in the Supreme
Court, to see whether the meaning of * for purposes of trade ™ was
included in the term ‘ for residential purposes,” securing a com-
pletely favourable judgment, On {his occasion, the Chief Justice

remarked :

It does strike one ag romarknble that, without frosh logislation, the offleials of
the Crown in the Tranavaal should put forward o elaim which the Goverament of
the Crown in England has always contonded was illegal undor the Statute, and which
in the past it hns stronuously resisted,

This Judgment was not acceptable to the white traders in the
Transvaai, and their agitation for {resh legislation in 1904 was sup-
ported by T.ord Milner, who was then Iigh Commissioner of South
Africa and Sir Arthur Lawley, the then ILieutenant-Governor of Lhe
Transvaal, This nttempt to injure the Indians by additional legis-
lation was denounced in the Ilouse of Commons by several members,
and Siv Charles Dilke declared, * 4¢ would be infamous if, wm foce
of the decision of the Supreme Counrt, legislation showld be introduced
o the Dransvaal to overrule that judgment, and lo foster vuotal
mrepudice,” 1le insisted on an assurance that the government would
nol countenance any proposal for fiesh legislation, In answer,
Mr, Lyttelton snid :—

Now that tho decision hag bean given by tho Iligh Court of tho Transvaal,
which has geanted to British Indians thosoe priviloges for which wo havo protested,
to those privilogos so grantod I for ons adhoero. I thinl it is impossible for this
country to trke up any othar position consisteut with the national dignity and
honour in regard to mon who have gomeo into the country, and on whose bohall
wo havo made strong reprosentations, and whosoe olaim has been upheld by o
judicind decision ; it would he inconsistent with the national howour and dignity
to 1ofuse them those privileges-—in other words, to aay that thoy should not havo
under the King's flag thab which the Boor Republie rightly gavo them,

Digenssing the situalion in the Transvaal, as it existed early in
1907, My, I.. E. Nenme says :

Morally and logienlly, tho Indinna have a very strong onse. Vested inkerosts
have been nquired under the protoection of the British Govornment., The indigna-
tion of that Government at tho glightest hint of havdshlp ov oppression to its
humblest subjeots aroused thoe world to ndmivation, "he Indiang had overy reason
to beliovo that, after tho war, the griovanaes upon which the support of tho ITomo
Ctovornment had Dbeon roccived would be instantly romoved, Tho griovances
still remain, Is it to bo wondored abihat the Indians eannol now resist tho
tompintion of agking what will he the * offeot produced in Indin’ whon they
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vaturn and report that, having now the power to vedress the compluints which
filled Lord Lansdvwne with such indignation, the Government of the King-limporor
does nothing nt all—or, rather, enforees harsh laws which the Boer IRepublie,
under our pressure, allowed to remain in aheyanee P They peint to the burden of
Fmpivre which the poor Indian peoples support, and ask what does Soutl
Afrien, with all its gold aund diamonds, contributo comparoed with the millions
demanded annually from the despised ‘coolies’, who are not deemed fit to walk on
a pavement or vide on o fram !

But the Transvaal does not attempt bo zrgue with the subtle-minded educatod
Indians on these pointa, If pinsitself stubbornly to the trlo of white traders
[alloged to be] driven out of the small towns by Asiatic competition, and cehoes Sir
Arthur Lawley's veply to therovived pledges : *If tho vedemption of the pledges upon
which Sir M, M. Bhownaggree depends both in lefter and in spivit moans that, in
fitty or o hundred years, this country will have fallen to tho inheritance of the
Hastern instead of Western populations, then, from tho point of view of civiligation,
they must be numberod among promises which it is o greater crime (o kecp than
to break. A very econvenient reply to many things—hut what if Mr, Kruger had

used it ¥
Towards the end of 1904, & * Nabional Convenlion” of anti~Asiatics
was held at Pretoria, and passed the following series of Rlesolutions :

1. That in the opinion of this Convention the sevions dolay that hag oceurred

in derling with tho quostion of the status of the Akiatics has heon and is highly

prejudicial to the best intarests of the Transvaal, and inerenses the diffienlty bt
arriving at a satisfactory scttlemont. -
2, ~ That having vegard to the enormous preponderance of the native races in

this eountry, the difficulties surrounding tho settlement of native poliey, and tho
necessity for protecting the oxisting European population and encouraging further
Furopean immigration, this Convention affivms the principle that Asiatic immigra-
tion should be prohibited except under the provisions of tho Labour Dnporta-
tion Ordinance, [That is, under contract of Iabour terminable outside the, bordors
of the Colony. ]

3. That this Convention, having regard to the imporfance of avviving ab n
pepmanent and conelusive sottlement of the whole question and of proventing any
further attompts-to re-open the matter, urges npon the Govornmont the advienlky-
lity of removing into Dbazaars all  Asiatic tradors, componsation Dbeing provided
for such ag may have vested interosts which linve hoen Jogally asyuived,

[ An atbempt was made to wilthdraw the reference Lo compensa-

tion,

4, That this Convention, reecognising the grave dangor resulting from tho
continued issue of trading liconces fo Agrintica permitting trade ocutside lbazanvs,
requests the CGovernmout to take immedinto steps to pass tho neccasary logal

ennctments to prevent any furthor issue of such liconcos,
5, That, in regard to the appointment of any proposed Commission to deal

with the Asiastie question, this Couvention urges upon the (overnmoent the
nocessity for including therein men othor than officialy, with a thorough knowledgoe

of cxigbing conditions in Bouth Afvies,
G, That this Cowvvontion affirms ifs opinion that all Asiatics should ho

required to reside in hazanrs (locations),

By the last Resolution, and having deliberalely rejected an
amendment exempting cullure and educalion, this precions Con-
vention, attended by 160 delegntes of Municipalities, Chambevs of

% Phe Asiatic Danger in the Coloaties, pp. 60-64,
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Commerce, Agvicultnral Socielies, Farmers’ Associalions, Ratepnyors’
Agsoeintions, Lhe Witwatersrand Trade and Labour Couneil, &e,,

hound itself down to the principle that an odneatod British Indinn, even
if ha happoned to be & Mombet of the Ilouse of Commons, or a Princo deomed
gociully worthy of entertaining tho future King and Queen of Ingland, should ho
forced to reside in a loeation with tho Madvassi wailors from a Railway Restourant,
or the Bombay hawicer [rom tho gatoway of a mino compound.*

And, with some modifications, the three principal - political
organizations of the Colony have endorsed this policy of hlind
prejudice and stupid ignorance,

Early in 1906, when the grant of Responsible Government was
contemplated ‘for the Transvaal, the Transvaal British Indian
Association approached the Constitution Commitlee, then silting in
{the Colony, poinling out that, whilst ihe righis they claimed
were civil, as distinguished from those which were socinl
or political, yet the granting of the franchise to British
Indians would be the 1iost natural menns of protecting their
interests, It was urged against them that the frealy of Vereenig-
ing precluded the possibitity of any such provision being made,
and My, Churebill, in the Ilouse of Commons, even went sgo far
" as to make the preposterous statement that the meaning given to
the word ** nalive ” in Soulh  Afriea inecluded ¢ Asiatic ! Tord
Milner, who was n parly Lo the trealy, declared thai he himself Liad
never intended to include in the term even hall-castes of mixed Native
(Kaffir) and European descent, At this timie, too, the Tmperial Govern-
ment could have inststed wpon Lhe remedy of the Indian grievancos
prior Lo the graul of Respousible zovernment, but no bhargain was
altetnptled, cither theu, or, on n subseguenl ocension, when the
Imperial Government were prevailed upon lo guarantee a public
loan for Lthe Transvaal, 1In 1906, the Transvaal Indians asked {he
following simple rights:

(1) Tho right to reside in any part of tho Colony, subjeel to striat Munijeipal
suporvision and the ordinary Munieipal by-laws, thus  avoiding tho imiposition ol
locntion vestraints |
. (ii) the right tv roceive liconeos Lo ftrade, subjoch to control hy the local

hodios, with a right of appoal to the Bupromo Gourt, so that over-trading might bo
avoided, and those who might vot conform to the habits of the predominangrace
might be lavgely prevented from trading ;

(iii) tho right to own landed proporty in any part of tho country i

(iv) tho right to move aboub freely, that iy, the urand facilitios for tha uso of
public conveynncey in common with the whibe inhabitants,

The locations in existence are of the nature of Lhe old Conti-
nental  ghettos—oetually  syualid, and often insanitary. When

[ T—

# The dsialie Danger in the Colonies, by L, B, Neame, p. G5
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plague broke out in the Johannesburg Location, in 1304, due to
municipal neglect, and the matter was brought up in the Legis-
lative Council against the Indians, Dr. Turner, the Medical

Officer of Health for the Colony, angrily turned on the speaker, tell-
ing him that he, too, “ would Iive like a pig if he were compeled to
reside in a pigsty.”

The registralion laws specially single out Asiatics {rom the
rest of the community, and thus place them at a disadvantage as
agninst Lheir fellow-Colonists, As to the history of those laws to-
gether with the Tmmigration Law, it has been dealt with ab length
elsewhere by the writer.®

With the exception of ome small plot of ground in Preloria,
Indians cannot own fixed property in the Transvaal, though the most
degraded aboriginal native may take fransfer in his own name. The
old Dutch Law 3 of 1885 shill operates, notwilhstunding all the
protests of Imperial Ministers,

Indians in Pretoria and Johannesburg ave prohibifed by munieipal
by-laws from walking on the footpath, They, however, do make nse
of them on sufferance,

Indians cannot purchase a penny stamp at the public counter
in the Main Ilall of the General Post Office, Johannesburg, They
are obliged to resort to an evil-smelling, dark, underground reom,
together with aboriginal natives, from whom they are paitially par-
titioned off by & wooden barrier. Dr, Abdurahian, of Cape "Town,
was, in the writer'’s presence, refused stamps in the Main Ilall, and
referred to this dungeon-like chamber, as was Dr, William Godfvey,
an Indian doctor practising in Johanneshurg,

Indians are not allowed to use the Pretoria tram~cars 3 in Johan-
nesburg, they are prevented from riding on the ordinary municipal
cars, but special trailer cms, for Nalives (Kaffirs) and ocoloured
people are oceasionally run, at irregular intervals and on certain
routes only, but, out of regard for ils dignity, are never used by the
Indian community, The prehibition is conlained in Section 38 of
the Jobannesharg Tramways By-laws.

British Indians, with other coloured people, are pul into special-
Iy reserved compartment when travelling second-class on the railways,
They are not allowed at all to travel by cerlain irains, except upon
special or urgent business, Thus, when Mr, Duncan, then Colonial
Secretary, made an appointment to receive in Pretoria a deputation
on Lhe Registration Ordinance, the depulation were at first refusec

-

*Part IL: A Tragedy of Empive: The Treatment of British ladians in tho
Trangvanl—An Appeal to Indin,”



THE TRANSVAAL. 79

permisgion to travel by a certain train from Johannesburg Lo Preloria,
though Mr. Duncan himsell was {ravelling by the same {rain special-
ly to keep his appointment with them, On another occasion, when
Mr, Gandhi and M, 1L (), Ally, the ‘I'rangvaal delegates to England,
in 1906, wished to book seals by the Imperial Mail, for Cape Town,
connecting with the steamer there, they were at: first refused tickets,*

Then, too, railway travelling is nol always a matter of plensure
or convenience to Indians obliged by circumstances to go lrom one
place to another, In the early part of 1907, Mr, Osman ILatief, a
well-known Judian {rader, addressed the following letter to the
Chief Trafhic Manager of the Ceniral South African Railways:

On Monday night last, I boolked my sout, 2nd class, te Potchofstroom,

On arviving at Potchofstroom on fhe morning of the 19th inst, I was nsloep
and was carriod ou to Iockemoer stubion, whova I alighted, Boon aftor, the ox-
rogs tiain from Fourteen Strenms came, and tho conductor vefused to take mo
baok to Potehefstroom, his veason being that thore was no voom, which wag not
correct, I had, thevofore, to wait geveral hours wntil the next train enme, whish
took me to Potehofstroom, This delny cansed n pgreat loss to me, ns [ had
an_ appointment in Potehefstroom. Secondly, this miorning, [ returned trom
Potchefstroom, and tho conduetor rofused to giva mo asent in the 2nd elass
earrviage, as oach compavimont econtained some white persons, though the earriage
wag not full, I offered to pry o lst class fare if I could nob get one in tho 2nd class,
This he would not entertain, nor would ho arvangoe for tha whito persons to move
inte another sompartment whieh could easily havo been done, and, sonsoquently I
had to stand at the hacl of tho enrriago on tho platform of tha exit, all tho way to
Johannesburg (109 mileg). It wasn windy morning, and I suffored muah discomfort.”
It is only fair to add, however, that complaints as to ill-lreat-
ment on the railways liave become much fewer, the railway officials

exercising, ag a rale, a reasonnhle mmount of courtesy and considera-

Lion.

It is gencrally believed, amongsi. British Indians in the
Transvanl, that one of the objeels of the anti-Asialic legislalion
of 1906 and 1907, was an allempt Lo withdraw the altention of
the Indinn community from 1ils old established grievances, which
seemed Lo have some clinnce of remedy, Since Ulhen, these have
been added to infinitely by, ol course, the registvation and immi-
gration laws, and by cerlain otler enrctments. There is the Vriede~
dorp Ordinance of 18506, laler amended, whereby the Imperial
Government conceded the right lo the Transvasl Government of
1eserving cetlain areas for exclusive Kuropean residence and ocen-
pation—a new vaviant of the old leeation law, It only requives
nn exlension of this principle Lo exclude Brikish Indians from

[ —

# Concession tickets issuod to Ministers of the Christinn and Jowieh Mitha are
vefused to Ilindn and Mahomodan priests, ng in Natal, Roligions toals sro o)vi-
onsly not abolished in SBouth Afrien, and aevtninly not in the Tranavanl, ,
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every reagsonnbly habifable part of the Tl‘ﬂﬂﬂ?‘ﬂﬂ], thug, by indivee(,
means, compelling them to reside in localions, Indeed, ab the
hack of all this anti-Asiatie lepislation is the threat of loeations,
and the Tyansvaal Indians ave well aware thai, if they fail in their
present stroggle, their almost cerinin fale is ﬂgnsignment to loea-
tions, where they may bhe left to rot and ruin, An ablempt was
actually made, last year, to give Municipalities poweérs to compel
Asiatics to reside in localions, and to refuse arbitrarily the
renewal or issne of hawkers' licences, withonl the right of appeal
to the Supreme Courl,

In 1308, a new Gold Law was passed, several of ils provisions
adversely affecting the Indian community. The law, which repealed
the old Republican law, retained, in the definilion of the term
“ coloured person,” the word “* coolie,” Moreover, the brackeling
together of Afvican aboriginal natives and Asiabics, British sub-
jects and non-Bribish subjects, ignored the peculiar position occu-
pied hy British Indian subjects of the Crown, The definilion of
“ nnwrought gold” was calculated to prevent Indian goldsmifhs
from plying their trade of manufacturing goldware and jewellery
from gold-bars pepared in and imported fiom Eungland, The
retention of the original penal clauses relating to 1he offence of
dealing in unwrought gold, in so far a3 they specially affect
coloured people (besides their coming under the general prohibi-
tions of  the law), assumes that colowied people {including Indians)
are the greater offenders in respect of this erime, whereas il iy ravely
Ttmown amongst Indians,

Another claunse, whilst pwporting 1o safegnard exisling
rights, precludes any Asialic from aecquiving any right (even
a trading 1ight) upon a proclaimed  gold-field, and proliihits
the holder of any exisling vight (o Lransfer, sell, or sub-lel that
vighl or any portion of it to a non-Iuropean, nor does if
permit any mnon-Koropean to occupy ov teside on around
held under sueh right, The Transvaal Government gought
to prevent Indians fro;n gelting licences to {iade on mining
ground even where they had a lense, but the Supreme Cowrl
decided against the Gtovernment on the point.

Another clause prohibits any coloured person residing
in the Witwatersrand area to reside outside a location or
mining compound, This i an indirect means of compelling
British Indians to reside in localions, thus secretly  carrying
out the segregation policy at the back of every action of
the Transvarl Government, Every mnow and again, the Govern-



TIRE TRANSVAAT. 81

ment proclatm the cancellalion of one loention and then
of a Jdresh one, invariably Tfarther away from  husiness
cenlres than the old oune, wilh which, of course, il compures
unfavourably. It is a modern varianl of the old slory of Ahsh
and Naboth’s vineyard, Ileeenlly, however, the Government have
1eceived a severc rebufl at the hands of the Supteme Conrl,  They
notifiedd the eancellation of the Bokshuvg Loenlion, and the appoint-
ment of a new one a mile further away, They ordered the Tndian
Lraders Lo remove their stores and husinesses {0 the new ]{wn tion ad
six weelks’ nolice, and refused Lo issue licences {o {rade in the okl
location for Lhe current year, The Iidiang declined Lo remove, anl
were accordingly arresled en masse, under the Gold Taw, and
charged wilh trading and residing on a mining avea outside ofa loea~
tion. They were broughl bhefore the Magistrale, who refused to
orant a remand, but sentenced them all {o impiisonment, withoul
the option of a fine, They appealed, and the Supreme Courd
quashed the convielion, afler scathingly rebuking the Magistrale,
holding that, whilst Taw 3 of 1885 empowered the Government to
appeint loeatione, 1l gave thein no powers of deprocluindlion, (n
the course of his judgment, the Chief Justice said:

It was alepr that the gravest injustios m'.ght he enused 1f from Hime Lo tiwmo
strects or locations wera pointad out to Asiaticy in which thoy might live, and on
tho skrength of whieh thoy might build oxponsive houses, and that thon t.hmr could
bo called upon ab shork nodice to eloso theso housos e o clsowhars without

compensation,

Yelb ib 13 exactly this drastic policy  that the ransvasl
(rovernment delight inj; more, {hey are oflen prepared, in
apile. of  Buapremae  Court  rebukees, {o iniroduace Jegislabion
“remedying ?  tho  “deleets ®  of exisling  Jogislalion whoso
meaning  ihe Judges have again and  again stated e
(rovernment  have misinberpreted-—and it is seldom an ignorant,
but usually a willul inisinterprelation, as, for insiance, when they
proseculed a Iarge number of Indian men and boys as prohibited
immigrants, sending {hem hackwards and forwards across Lthe
Portuguese-Transvaal border, and eventually condemning the men
Lo imprisonment wilth hard labonr, convictions afterwardy quashed
hy the Supreme Courlt as bheing wholly illegal, a fael of which thae
Grovernment were al the time weil aware, as is plain {rom an admis-
sion made by Llie Allorney-General in & Report ou {he law made by
him to the Imperial Govermment,

Transvaal Law  (and  South African Common T.aw) does nof,
reungmae the validity of Ilindu or Mahoinedan rﬁhglnnq marringes,
This is because South African law regards marrviage as a civil con-

Ll
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tract and not as a religious obligation, the religious ceremony alone,
therefore, being insufficient for legal purposes. The preamble
of Law 3 of 1897, regulating the maringes of coloured persons
(inclnding Asiatics) within the South Afriean Republic, reads as

follows :

Inasmueh as the people rllow the dissemination of the Gospol among
coloured people, and provision was made by Law No. 4, 1871, that tho maveinges
of aoloured people should bo vegulated by Inw, and inasmueh ws the people will
not foleraic any epualisation {(as between whiles andd blacks) either in Chureh

or State ;

[The South African Republie, now the Transvaal (which has
token over the above ineffable langunage without amendment)

clnimed to be a Christian State !]

and inasmuch ng there ave coloured persons who, by inséruetion and givili-
sation, have hecome distinguished from barbariana, nnd who, thoreforve, desive
to livoin a Christian and wcivilised manner, and accordingly wish to lo lawfully

united in marringe, bo it hereby enactod as follows :
Art, 1, Male and female eoloured porzons who have veaghed a marringoahle

age may contract o lawful marvviage with each othar,
Art. 2, Every colomed person who wishes to confract a# marvinge as nheve

must male spplisation to that effeet to o porson or persons fo hoappointed for that
purpose by the Cioverament,

Now, the “ person or persons to be appointed for that purpose
by the Government™ are invariably officials connecled with the
Native (Knaffir) Affairs Departrnent, and Indians, who wish to contract
a legal civil marriage ars classed indiscriminately with Afriean
natives bub just emerged from savagery,

This law explicitly prohibits the marriage of while persons wilh
colonred persons, And this prohibition is oxtremely stringently
carried into effect, 5o much so that, when the writer desived {o
have his own marriage solemnised, there was ab first a relusal, on
the part of the Registrar of European marviages, on the gronnd that
he (the writer) was coloured. The Registrar had associaled {he
possession of a dark skin with the writer’s connection with the
Indian community, and had considered him, although, in fact, a
luropean, to be an Asiatic, and accordingly held that he precluded
from vegistering such a marriage ! The prohibition even goos further
than this, The marriage of a non-European man with a Iinropean
woman, however high their status may be, and even if' the marriage
be validly contracted in a neighbouring Colony, is looked npon as
unlawful in the Transvanl, According to a high legal anthority,
such a married couple may be proceeded against, under the Tmmeora-
lity Ovdinance (1!!), as though they were leading morally evil lives,
and ave liable on conviction, to heavy sentences of imprisonmenk
with hard labour, together, in the case of the man, with lnshes!

-
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"This, ab lenst, is the underlying theory of this medimval legislakion,
That it does not work out in practice is nothing o the peint, The
tree is there ; it may one day bear fruit,

Not a penny is spent upon the educalion of Imdian children,
and owing to the bitfer persecution of the resident Indians, the
Indian population has dwindled, from 15,000, before tho war, lo
Hitle mnove than a third of that nwmber to-day.

THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY,

There is nob much to be saud in regard to the OUrange River
Colony, and for a very simple reason, If hag practically no Indian
residents. There ig, too, a very simple reason for this, In the
late ' eighties ” or early ** nineties ¥, the whole of the Indian
population wag driven out of the then Orange Iree State, Their
stores were closed foreibly, and no compensation wag granied.
They suffered a loss of £0,000, whilst the prospects of the traders
concerned were blighted, The law, which is entitled o * law {o
prevent the in-rush of Asiatic coloured persons,” prevents any
Indian from remaining in the Orange River Colony lor maove than
two months, unless he gets the permission of thie (GGovernor-
in-Couneil, who cannol consider the application to reside helore
thirly days have elapsed after the presonialion of the
petition and other ceremonies have been performed, No Indian can
moreover, on any account, hold fixed property in tho Colony, or
earry on any mercantile or famming business,  In addilion, lLe is
liable to an annual poll-tax, and should he coniravene the pro-
visiong relabing to the carrying on of a'mercantile or farmiug busi-
ness, he is linhble to a fine of £ 25 or three months’ Imprisonnment
with hard labour, a penally thal is dounbled for all subsequent
contraventions, Nor is the Governor-in-Council obhliged to issue
this mutilated permission to reside, 1le may or may not, * accord-
ing to the siate of Lhings,” o delightfully vagune condition of affuirs,
The resuli is that there are, in Orangia, only a few lLotel-waiters,
cooks, and domestic zervants, who are Lheorelically classed, under
the Colony’s laws and regulalions, with the aboriginal Soull
Alrican natives, Af the end of {he war, it was promised that tho
ottbeast Tndian traders shorld he reinstaled, but when application to
this effect was made, it was curtly refused, and so Orangia is the only
British Colony in South Africa which has no Indian trouble, having
no Indian populabion, Perhaps, however, the lubure will record a
different story, if the suggestion thrown out in the lollowing report
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from the Friend, the Government newspaper in the Colony, 1 worlh
anything

At o Meeting of tho O, R, C. Chamber of Commerce held on the 23vd Junuary,
1903, at Bloemfontein, a lotter was road from the Aggistant Colonini | Socrobory,
stabmg that the objection of tha Chamber to the enfry of an Indinn womaun,
Hanleman Adams, had been noted, It was pointed ount, however, thal the womun
had been horn in the Free Strte, had rvesided there for many yoars before going bo
Netel, and had been marvied in the Colony., The (fovermnent eould not, thorelore,
interfere or prevent her returning fo the Colony. This case wouild not, s’mfuﬂum*,
Jorm a precedent, and evary care would be taken to provent the entry of Indinuy,

Mr, A. G, Bavlow {now n Member of the Logislative Assembly] enid thoy had
all heen viewing sympatietionlly the strugglo tho Transvanl Government wero
engnged 10, This was o most difficult position. This woman might have several
dunghters und thus form the nucleus of an Indinn seltlement in the Colony (),

Mr, Rulfel said he did not sce how the Ctovernment could keep tho woman out,

My, Dalldorff thought they should hcve another bry. If Lhis was permelicd

the counlry midght be swarning with coolies,
Me, Smotham’s letter recovrding the objection was thon road and as no ong

suggested any feasible means of preventing ihe eniry of the womnan, the Chairman
snid all they counld do was to record the communicalion,

Finally, it was upon a petition from Jiuropean trade-rivals, iu
the following terms, Lhat the old Republican Government drove Lhe

Indians oub:
Ag theso man enbor the Shte withoub wives or female rolativos, the rosull iy

obvious, Lheir religion lecches them fo consider all women as sowiless, il
Christiuns as natural prey !

SOUTHERN, .RHODESTA.

The territory of Soubhern Rhodesia, Lo ihe norlh of the
Transvaal, 18 administered by the Charlered Commpany, the Adminis-
trator, however, being subordinate to the Iligh Comtaigsioner for
south Africa,  The lerrilory is of enormous exlent, is pracli-
cally new country, with only a small population, and is erying oul
for development., There are some 800 Indians all Lold, who have
entered under the general immigration law of the connbry, and it
was against these that, lush year, the Southern Rhodesin Tegislabive
Council, imitating the shameful example of the Transvaal, passed o
combined Asialic Registration and Tmmigrants’ Kxelusion Ordinance,
In some respects, notably the right given to an Asiatic to appeal
ngainst an order of expulsion Lo n Judge of the igh Courl, {ha
neasure was better than the Transvaal Taw, bal in olhers, chielly
the combination of Asintic Regislrationn with a specilic Asialic
immigration exclusion law, and the tnclusion of women, made
it considerably worse in its underlying principle,  "I'he loeal [ndian
community, suppoirted by the Pransvaal and Nalal Indiauns, pro-
tested Lo the lmpevinl CGovernment agninst Lhis unwarranted
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allnck apon ils liberlies, Al the end of Jast year, Jord TCreweo
forwarded o despateh to Lord belborne, the Iligh Commissioner,
refusing Lo assent Lo the measure, on the grounds thiat no reason
was shown why Souibern Rhodesia should follow the reactionary
examplo of Lhe ‘Transvanl rather than tho more liberal policy
of the Cuape Colony or Nalal; Lhat {he position of the Trans-
vaal was dillerenl hislorically from that of its northerm neigh-
hour in thal the former had differential legislation to slarl wilh
whereas thie latter had not; that the ‘I'ransvaal was a Self-Groverning
Colony, and therelore responsible for ils own {ollies, whichthe Tmpeiial
(tovernment did mnol intend, of its own uceord, to copy in ils own
adininisiration 3 and the trouble in the [Transvaal, the ohjeclions of
the Indian popuiation, and the stirring of public opinioh in India
and  LEngland on  the suljecl. Bul the principal reason was, of
course, tlie brillianl example sel by the Trangvaal passive resisters
Lo the ransvanl Regisbration Law, This was, indeed, . lrinmph
for passive resistance,

" In the same Session of Parlinment, an Ordinance was passed
“ regulabing " Lhe trade of general dealers aud hawkers, In effect,
il enabled the trade-competitors of Indian Lraders 1o refuse all new
licences Lo flrade, and also Lo refuse cvery hawker’s licence, whelher
existing or new, the lasl withoul the right of appeal 3 and if o new
howleer’s licence were by chance renewed, il would not entitle Lhe
holder to {rade outside the avea in which il was taken oul,  Thus,
an efforl 1s being made, as clsewhere, to  crosh oul the Indian trader
[rom Soulhiern Rhodesia,

THE CAPE COLONY.

The Cape Colony ditlers from the olher Soulh Afrienm Colouies,
in Lhat ibis o counbry of vast distances,  IFor instance, Kimberley is
distant G617 miles from Cnpelown, Porl Llizabeth, by rajl, is 830
miltes away, oud last London, 887 miles,  Obviounsly, intercom-
municabion is very difficull, and the securing of united action
requires much expendilure of time and energy. As a resull, Lthere ave,
nol one central, but a number of independent Indian  organisations
itt the principal lowns of Lhe Colony, and eonsequenlly, concerled
aetion  1s ravely  oblainalile, Nalurally, although the Cape is  Lho
muosl liberal, generally speaking, of all the South Afriean Colonies in
ils Indinn policy, the  Cape Lndinnsg  have been  unable to take a
strong stawd ngainsl Lhe comprralively small amonnt of anti-Asialic
legishatiou Lhal does exist,  The Cape Colony (nides ilself, and wilh
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justice, upon having the most enlightened colour-policy of any
State in the sub-Continent. Any colomred person abie lo pass the
glight education test, and having the necessary qualifications of
property-owner or renter, has the politieal, and, of course, the
municipal franchise. As a matter of fact, Dr. A, Abdl:lmhnmn, i
gentleman of mixed Cape Malay and Indian descent, is a leading
member of the Capetown Town Couneil,

The only Municipality, in the Cape Colony, where there are
specific anti-Indian by-laws is Kast London, In this unighe town,
municipal regulations were promulgated under Act No, 11 ol 1893,
by virtue whereof, British Indiang, even though considerahle
merchants, registered voters, and large rate-payers, have been
veduced to the status of the African aboriginal native, These
regulations prohibit their using the side-walks in the public streets;
being out in the streets after 8 p. m, without & pass; residing and
carrying on their business, within cerfain limiis of the manicipal
area, except upon securing a municipal certifieate~—~literally a
police pass—Dboth which first-mentioned disabilities have been
considered by the hest legal opinion in the Colony to he willra vires.
Whilst the East London Indians are thus legally and practically
deprived of their full individual liberty, and placed below the level of
their own Kaffiv servants, they bave, as masters and employers,
to graut permits allowing freedom of moveinent in the town to these
vary servants, who are nleo obtherwise protected and whose lntevesty
ave safeguarded by special legislation, Many olher pelly insnlts ave
put upon them, such as nol, being allowed the use of the banches in tlie
public parks, whielr benches ave marked * for Europeans only ” 5 the
ferry boats on the Buffalo River are barred to them, except with
considerable trouble and inconvenience; in the public markets,
British Indians are relegated with the Kaffivs, whilst the whita people
ave granted separate stands ; and iu the public tram-ears, Indians are
nob allowed inside, As these are municipal regulations, the Cape
Govertiment, though sympathetie, can do nothing lo procure reliel,

The two great grievances affecting the whole of the Cnpe Indian
commumity are the Immnigration Restriction Act and the Dealery
Iicences Act, The fivst is founded upon the Natal Ack, hut
agoes favther than that Act, and possesses the fatal defeet of not
defining ** domicile,” Moreover, unless an Inding, desirons of
leaving the Colony ou o vigit, say, to India, farnishes himself with a
permib o refurn (for which document, on each guch ocecasion, he
has to pay £1), he will be treated as a prohibited immigrant upon
his return to the Colony, The Natal law provides for domicile
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certificates, which are always valid, The Cape law does not define
‘“ domicile”, and no “ relurn  permib ” is valid after three yenrs—-it
was, until recently, ons year only, As a result, men who liave had
husiness at the Cape—they might even have had their wives and
families there too—have been prevented from refurning to the Colony,
if they have omitted to provide Lhemselves with a permit to return,
or if they have outstayed the validity of this permit, which, in addi-
tion—a reprehensible demand made only, elsewhere in South Afrien,
hy the Portuguese anthorities of the Province of Mozambigque—must;
onrry the bearer's pholopgraph, The resulb of this vexalious pro-
cedure, which has been intensified by the action of the Government
in promulgaling Regolations {o cover cases nob contemplated hy the
law itself, and {hervefove, it is helieved, wlire vires, has been to coun-
siderably rveduce the lawfally resident Indian population, It has
now Dbecome difficult even for fathers fo introduce their minor
children, and Indians have had, at greab expense to themselves, to
seek the protection of the Supreme Court, The Chief Immigration
Officer, in his last Report, makes the following slatement :

I am strongly in favour of a vory deflnite logislutiva provigion in tho direstion
of qompelling Indinng in this country to obtain unguestionable dooumontory
ovidence of relationship and minority from thoe Ciovernment of India boforo thoy

are nllowed to talre advantage of thiy exemption,

Thus, the whole Indian communily is to he penalised for the
possible fault of a few of its black sheep,  ‘Ihe Cape perinil system,
aenerally, leaves openings for fraud and nvelaiv dealing, and Indiang
Lhink that the procedure should approximalo more to that of Nalal,

where domicile is defined,
The Sowth 4 frican News (Lhe Government organ in Capebown)
has commented as follows on Lhe Cape Immigration Act:

The whola spivit of the Ael is illibaral, and as long as ruch nobs are in the
Statule-boolk, vnploasant cuses......ave bownd to nrisv........."Lho nocerstty for nn
nek denling with tho subject may ho admitted. Dot any soeh ach is bound to
deal with quostions uluﬁu{y and ossentindly affecting tha libevty of the subjeet, ang
nolhing cowdd be more perverse than to cdeal wilh such questions by regulalion
insgtearl of by stalule. Colonol Crewo srid the other dny that until tho Feinstein
eane, thevo had heen no diffieulty in administering the Act. Tub it may well
he thak thore have Nesn many mute, ingloriouns Feinsteing who havo never
agomo beforo the Courls, nnd whoso enses have heen goitled in an off-hand manner,
withoul the pualilic nowing anylhiang abowd (hem, 'This ungavoury apse may hot
havo bioen without its value iF ik indueos tho  Uovernment 1o look inko the matter
and introduce logislation mroviding thut the law shall only e applicable (o cases
in which aetion 18 necassary in the public Intevest, and thed 16 shall be carried
pul i aecordance wilh rules defindiely conlemplailed and aceepled by Parliet-

Mment,
The Denlers’ Ticences Act, too, has been copicd from that of Natal,
Divisional Councils have the power to refuse licences  and there is only



88 THE INDIANS OI' SQUTIT AVRICA,

the most problematical right of appeal o the Supreme Court, As n
yesult, many Indian Lraders have been refused new licences, whilst
others have been refused bransfers of existing ones,  Bub the worst
of all is the wholesale refusal of hawkers’ licences throughout the
(plony, resulting in the ruin of hundreds of Indian hawkers, some of
many years' standing, whose extinction was specially contomplated
by the law, though the Act is in general terms, In Unpe Town itsell,
hawlkers can still get licences, but in the suburhs, in each of which a
fresh licence i required, no hawker can oblain one, Shortly after the
Act was passed, the Diwmond Fields ddverliser, of Kimberley, said ;

We do not think that the majority of thinking Colonists linve any desive to
be unfair to the British Indians alrerdy in $he country. ‘LChoro swill he no wholesalo

gonfiseations of vested rights,

Unfortunately, the mnajority of Colonists are nof of the thought-
ful varviety, and hawkers of many years’ standing, as well as traders,
have heen deprived of their vested rights, And shortly afier the
Kimberley paper wrote the above, the Mayor of that lown said that

It was the intention of his Counail to refusc avy applioation for & hawkér's
licence which might be applied for in Kimberley., Now lhey had the power to
deal with thom, and now wan their glorious oppertunity,

Thus were the prophets confounded ! Quite an interesting
scene was enacted ab the monthly meeting of the Cape Tlivisional
Council held on November 3, 1907, to congider applications for
perimission to apply for licences to trade ns general denlers, ‘Tha
Oupe Times describes it as follows :—-

Not much tima was wuasted in refusing the applicationy ov reforring Lhom
back for further information,....Numbers 1, 2, 3, i, 6 7, and { (the Indian
applieants) wore rofused steaighbway and numbers 4 and 8 (the FKuropean ap-
plicants) were roferved hacl, The proecedure was somaolbing ns follows 1 —-Tha
Soeretary would road out the Banitavy Inspector’s Report on (he séale of tho pre-
mised,., ,.Bafore My, Corrio lind verd hatf-n-dozon Hnes, By, Gibbs would shoub
out ¢ Not granted ”, and tho other Councillors followad snit. © Indians ", said
My, Gibb9 with great seorn, * T wunt none of thom—-none of that nationnlity, T
am not e favowr of these Indinns coming hove sbnll, and T would like to seo ns
many of them as possible getting oub of this eountry......Why, thay live on the
smell of an oil rag and sleep on tho butter, I will do everything in my powor
whatever Councll I'm on to drive tham out, -

A Evropean Taw Agent, commenting upon these proceedings
in the Uupe T¥mes, complained that in the majority of cases Lhe
licences had been vefused for no reason whatever, ov simply heeanse
the applicant was an Indian or of some olher nationality,

" In some instances,” he proceeds, * my clionts have heen oducated men who
could rend, write, and spenk English fluently.”

And adds

1t does appesr vary hard that in e British Colony theso mon, who nre Dritish
subjects, and have gone to the trouble and oxponge of mastoring the Iingligh
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langnago to a cortain degreo, should lg boyaotted, Thoy am oy an agant and go
to considerablo exponase to endeavour to obtain a Heonee ane invariably meet with
a relusnl for no rhymo or roason.

The Cupe Argus, n prominent, daily, published the foliowing

It has beon brought to our nobico that, in many cagos, the suburban and
Munieipal Counoils, asting under the powers conforrod by the Gloncra) Deonlorg
Aob, have rofused tho vonowal of ligancos to Indinn traders ngaingt  whogao
charncter and husiness not a word can ho snid.....It in o aruel  thing to
deprive men with ostablished businessos of thaiy livelihood, "These men ann
ouly venlise thair stocl at n hoavy loss. At tho vory loast, they might have faip
warning that their licences wonld not be renowed aftor & cortain date, thongh
avon that would havdly be fair when the men  hoye heen allowed to sob up in
trado with the presumption that their business would ho permanent,

Iinally, the ITon. J, W, Sauer, one of the Cape Ministers,
has thus, in the Cape Pariament, seathingly characterjsed the
Courts appeinted under the Iicensin g Law to decide upon the ques-
tion of the issue or re-issue of trading licences in the Colony ;

It was tha only ingtancs on record that  ho aould find ipn any
eivilised country in the world where the Judges were interested, [My, Banor
. obviously doos not regard Nata! as sivilised | The Aet consiituied o Cowrt of
prajudiced Judges, It was an  iniquitous principle and it had worked most
povniciously ...... Don’t let thom go inte the hypuarisy of constibuting & Couri
whieh thoy Inow was biassed and prejudioed, and which wes run i e intereals
of a pariicular elass (o crecie o monopoly.....The greglest njustices heud
occurred, and the most repulable peonle hied been refused lHeences by tnierested
parties...... Don't lot thom constitute n Clourt which was hinssed, ang don't lot
them protend it wnas in the intovests of tho whito mnn, ov in tha intornats
of " morality, or for sanitary ronsons that thoy did this, The bagiq of
it all was fo proevent compelition...... It was a soandalous (hing that
there showld be o Court consliluterd 1ile e, and  he wonld do s
very wimost Lo pel Lhe Luw, as it now siood upon the Sfmzutﬂ-ﬂuu.{*, repecdedd,
because he believed 16 was « picee of kypoorisy,  the very worst piecs of huwnbug
he hadd coer seon on the Stalute-Boolk.

o0 that a man has  actua] y stood forth in Cape Colony {o
protest agninst & piece of wickec legislation whore ohject and offect
have heen to ruin innocent, hard-working, law:abiding citizens |

|

THE PROVINCE OF MOZAMBIQUE.

The Province of Mozambique is under the Portuguesn g,
Most of the Indians resident therain are in the Dislrict of
Lourenzo Marques, and ave either of British or Portuguese Indian
origin,  The Iatter also include n considernhla number of Goanesge
Christians who ave, generally, treated ng having the same slatug
a8 Ituropeans, Until recent years, the Portuguese authoritios
treated the Indiang well, IFormerly, so cavefully  did they regnid
them, that they refused to allow them o travel third-class on (he

12
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railways, even when they had only the wherewithal to purchase a
thivd-¢lass ticket-—and this at o time when the South Afriean
Republic made even the most eulbured lndian ride in a corrngnled-
iron conch with raw Kaffirs* Thers are many Indians in Government
service, some occupying very high posilions, Some slight diflerence
is made hetween British andl Portuguese lndians, even when the
latter are not Goanese, Of late years, with the growing influence
of the Transvaal in the affairs of Delagoa Bay, the [Dorluguese
trealment, of Indians has become much harsher, 8o far as
immigration restrictions are concerned, and the Porluguese
Government have recently been assisting the Transvanl to deporb
direct to Indin Transvasl-domiciled Indians who have been forced
ovey the Portuguese horder, The existing Immigration Regulalions
do nob permit this, but there are new draft regulations fiamed, and
these are being enforced administratively, pending sanction, hy
virtue of the special arbilrary powers vested in the Governor-General,
British Indians can only enter the Drovinee, by land or by sea,
on production of special passes, and it by land, on a documeunt from
the Portuguese Consul-General in the Transvaal staling thai the
beaver has a legal right to return to that Colony, TPermitls Lo enter
are otherwise only granted {o domiciled Indinns, and tliree years
residence constitutes domicile, Similar restrictions for Indians en-
tering by sea ave enforced, and for Indians going from district to
distriet of the Province, The permils are photographie. Exemnptions
are made in the case ol landed-proprictors and those with large
businesses. The duoration of Lhe peimits js ix monthes, The regu-
lations do nob apply to Asiatics whose refinement, educalion, uses,
customs, and status nre of a recognised and manifest superiovily over
thosa of the common individuals of Ltheir race. Thus does Poriugal
rel an example Lo the British Colony of the Trangvani !

]

CONCLUSION.

We have seen in the foregoing pages something of the lesson
taughl to, and in part lenvnt hy, the British Indinns of Soulh Afviea,
It is vastly different from that anlicipaled by the Iate Justice Ranade,
It is a record of shame and cruelty ihal has no counlerpatl within
the confines of the British limpire, These things may be expecled in
Russia or in some other despotically ruled country, but not under

Y S —

# To-dny, tho Portuguose Government have even heon };1'ﬂvn,ilnﬂ bpon by the
Transvanl to deport one of their own eitizens, Mr, Choonilal Panachand, who has
rights of residenco and business interests in Lourenzo Moryues.
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the British {lag, where, novertheless, they oveur. T'he Jesson is one of
faith betrayed and broken pledges, bitler lhumiliation, ernel slander,
strong halred, vindielive revenge, sudden ruin, sometimes even of
dispersed families, abandoned children, dishonoured women, emasculat~
ed men.  The ivon has enlen deep into Lhe souls of the South African
Indians, After years of unparalleled thrift, ardeous loil, inlense self-
sncrifice, they have seen their all snalehed from thein in the
twinkling of an c¢ye—as though an earthquake lad suddenly
come upon them, the earlh had yawned, and had swallowed up
the resulls of all their labours, Brought vp in awe and reverence
of the power of {he Brilish Iiaj to prolect the helpless and succonr
the wenk, they see it powerless to secure {he very relief from its
own subjeets Lhat it gought for them af the cannon’s mouth ten
years ago from a small semi-independent State governed by an
oligarchy of farmers, ridden with an ighorant provincialism., Tn an
arlicle addressed to the Udbodhamn, shorlly before the oulbreak of
the South African War, Swamni Vivekananda said

" Undor,.....an absolute Ctovernmont, the rights of all subjects are eiqual ; in
pthar words, no one has any right o question ov contral the govorning aubhority,
Ho, there remning vory little room for special priviloges of easto and tho like,
But, whore the monarchy is controlled by tho voice of the ruling race, or n re-
publican form of Clovermmont valeg the conguered (subovdinate) rvace, there, n
wide differonceo is croated bobtween the ruling and the rnled ; and tho mosi pavt of
that power, which, if employed solely for the woll-boing of the ruled classeg, inight;
have done immonse good to thom within o short  time, is wasted by the Govern-
moent, in its nttompts wnd applications to keoap the subject vare undor ita onkiro
eontrol, During tho Roman Emperorsliip, her foroign subjoets waove, for this
vory reason, happier than undoer the Republio of Weme.  or this vory veuson, St
Maul, tho Cheistian Aposile, though born of the econquered Jowish race, obtained
pormingion to apponl Lo the Roeman Bmporor, Cuosar, to judge of the charges laid
againsh Lim,

That, in brief, s the history of the British Indians of South Africa,
Thoy still look hack, in Natal, to the old days when responsible
(lovernmentwas nol; astheydo in the Trangvaal, exeept thatl hers there
is in many o hearl o pagsionnte longing for the reburn of the * bad old
days ” of the Republican Grovernment of Paul Kruger, when the
British Agent used Lo intervene on their behall,

The Lhiree elements Lhal have gone to form ihis greab mass of
profound misery are colour-prejudice, race-halred, and trade-jeniousy,
cemented hy individunl inslances of personal ambition and wounded
pride, In A Modern Utopic, Mr. 1L G, Wellg, the eminenl English
writer and sociologist, says:

Juab now, tho world is in & sovt of dolivium about o and the racial
strugglo......Cho vilenoss, tho inhumanity, tho incompatibility of alien races is hoing

oxaggorated, 'Lhe natural tendonay of ovory human being towards n stupid eon-
gott in himsolf and in hig kind, n stupid doprecintion of all unlikeness, is teaded
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upon by this bastard science, ith the werkening of national roferencos, and with
the pruse hefore the rogonstrietion in religious heliof, theso oW arhitrary and
ungubstantinl race-prejudices hocomo daily mure fnrnmlnblﬂ-.. Lhey aro shaping
policies pud modifyiug laws, and thay will eartuinly ho 1'9311011311115: for n lm:gu pro-
portion ot the wars, hardships, and erucltics the immediate Iuturo holds in storg
for our earth, No gonocralisaiions of race are foo oxtravagant [fov the inflamed
oredulity o} the present lime, [ Vide the memovials presen ted to tl}u Hovernments
of the late South African and Qrauge Freoe State Ropublies, nttacking tho morality
of the Indian Immigrants.]

No attempt is over made to distinguish difforonces in inheronl quality~-the
teuo vacint diffevonces-—from uibifleinl differonces duo to cuibure, No losyon sooms
gver to be drawn fron history of the fluctuating incidonop of tho eivilising process,
ficgb upon  fhis  race and  then upon that, ‘The politically nscondani
peoplea of the present phase are understood to Dbo tho superior races,
including such lypes ns the Busgex farm-labourver, the DBowery tough, Eho
{iondon hooligan, and the Pavis apache j the races nol st prosent prosporing

olitioally, such as the Hgyptians, the QGrecks, the Bpanigh, the Moors, the
hinese, the Hindoos, the Peruvians, and all uneivilised pooplo, are ropresented asg
the inferior roces, unfit to associate with pho former on termy  of syualivy, unflt to
intermarry with them on auny terme, unfit for any deeisive veige in human
affwivs, In the popular imagination of Westorn Iiurope [and HBouth Afrien]
the Chiness are becoming bright gambogo in oolour, and unspenkably aboini-
nable in overy respeot ; the peoplc who aroe blnok~-the poople who havo fazay
haic, and flattish noses, and no calves to speak of—uare no longer hald to'ha
within the pale of humsenity, Theso supevstitions work oub aiong the obvious
lings of the popular logic. The depopulation of the Congo I'ree Siate hy tho
Belgians, the horrible massnere of Chineso by the Buropoan soldiers during tho
Pekin expedition, are eondoned as a prinful, but necessary, part of tho civilising
progess of the world. The world-wide repudintion of slavery in tho nincteonth
cenbury was done againgt n vast, sullen Foree of ignovant prido, whieh, reinvigo.
rated by new delusions, swings bask ngain to power. * Seience’ is supposed to
lend its sanction $o race-manie, bat it is only ¢ sojencs ' as it is undorstood by vory
llitorate people that doos anything of tho sorb— * seiontists' seience, in facl,

Lhe present writer has been amazed, at times, after lengihy
argament with an apparently intelligent Huropean opponent, and
when hie had, as he supposed, counlered the laiber’s fnllacies ab every
point, to be finally mel with this kind of answer, sweeping brus-
quely aside all logic and all comwmon-gense : * Oh, hut, after all,
we are white, you know ! *' ‘That, of conrse, was supposed 1o elinch
tho matter. Nothing further remained Lo be said, The wriler knows,
from experience, that when he has discussed the abuses exisling
on some of the Naial estales, under the system of indenlured
labour, with a Trarsvaaler, the latber has not heon slow Lo indig-
nantly characterise thie Nalaliang for permitling then:, Lotnlly igno-
ring the slate of lis own door-siep. Similarly, when he lhas
spoken to o Natal man of the barbarous treatment meted out Lo the
Transvaal Indians by the enlightened Grovermment of Lhat, (olony, the
Natalian has been profuse in his denunciations of the stupid folly of
it all, apparently quite oblivious of the horrors possible under
the indenture sysiem, Bolh remind one of the brutal gacler, in
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Charles Reade’s s Never Too Lale lo Mend, and his indignanti re-
pudintion of the savage eruclties inflicted by fegree npon his slaves,
in Mrs, Lemang’s wonderful book, Unele Tom’s Oubin, We ean
always see the mole in owr neighbow’s eye, bul cannot pluck out
{he beam from our own, Dul generally spenking, South Afriean
¥uropeans are Lhe vielims of the history of their conniry, whose
legsons, however, they have nsually failed (o learn, and of their present
environment, which seems as n rule to have mastered them, body and
mind, There are, naturally, very many Christian gentiemen, greal-
hearted opponenls of eruelly and meanness in every form, through-
oub the sub-continent, and especinlly at the Cape, whose colour-
policy is more liberal and in closer accord with twenlielh-century
ideas of progress aud civilisation. And in this lies the hope of the
future, Bub these stalwarts arve, but too often, overwhelmed by the
ignorant multitude led by o few reckless demagogues in whom are
vested the insignia of leadership,

To-day, & new condilion of affairs is facing South Afrien, ‘Lhe
sib-continent is on the point of sinking its many selfish differences,
with a view to unification, The Tndians in South Africa may see
before thieir eyes a thing that it is given Lo very lew lo contemplata
—the growth of what will probably be a strong, virile nalion, The
two while races, after a long and bloody conflict, are gradually
throwing off the mulual disbrust and dislike that have kepl Lhemn
asunder for many a decade, and relarded the progress of Sovith
Africa for half-a-century and more, IFollowing upon this conilict of
national antipathies, which are now, happily dying down, there has
loomed npon ihe horizon a far more urgent dangey, which indeed,
was probably the hidden enuse, the seed, the kernel, of the preat
war of ten years since—thie cconomic slrnin between the inland and
the coasl Slates, South Alfricans may or may uot be, in Lhe mass,
vips for union, The writer i3 not here enlled upon {o declare
either way, IBul il is evidenl thal  {hey, or, al leesi, the most
Lhoughtlul men among them, realise that Chis growing inter-colonial
enmily ean Lave one result only in lhe long run—a [ratricidal
wir, wilh consequent ruin Lo the whole counlry [for genevalions,
Following {lie fendency among the white races {he world over
lowards grealer concentrabion of forces, grealer cenfinlisalion of
direeting power, and greater economy of energy, the two while
inees of Boalh Afvien are coming closer together, forgetful of racind
clenvage and national differences,.and see Lhal the only real allerna-
tive Lo chaos, ruin, and retrogression is by way of closer union,
But let it also be quite clear thal  this joining of hands is Lo be
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by nnd on bekalf of the white vaces alome. The ideal of
great white South Afvica transcends everything,  The mnon-
whites of South Africa, though they so largely prepovderate
in numbers, are to be regarded as an undesirable element
in the formation of the South African Union, and Lhough they
form a permanent part of the population, their inlerests are made
deliberately to subserve those of the doininant races. Whilst, [or
instance, the coloured population al the Cape relains the polilical
franchise so Jong as its individuals remain in that Colony, they
are disfranchised elsewhere in South Africa, and their numbers ave
not reckoned in calculating the Cape's quola of members in the
Union Parliament, Thus, the liberal~minded Cape stalesmen will be
swamped by the colour-reactionaries of the 'T'ransvaal, Orangia,
and Nalal, Again, whilst, theorelically, the while aund colonred
populations of the sub-conlinent are pul upon an equality, so far as
concerns freedom of locomotion within its limiés, in praclice, even
Natai-horn Indians may not travel outside the horders ol that State,
for the Transvaal and Ovangia will tuen them back, and the Capje
will only admib them if they can pass the edueation tests. 'I'hus,
all Lthe old disabilities remain for the Indians of Soull Alrica,

. Tt may be said, however, that, in the Constilution crenting the
Soubh African Union, the interesis of British Indians will be safe-
guarded by the customary reservation clause, whershy specific anti-
Asiatic legislalion will be reserved for the consideralion of the Tmpe-
vial Government, Indeed, in Lhe early parl of 1905, [ord Milner
elabornled this peint when replying to a doputation on ihe subject
of the Transvaal Constitulion, e said :

Thove is ona vestrietion which always oxists in any Colony, whothor it bo o
& Colony under Crown Colony Governmeni, or with rvepresentative institu-
tions, or with Full solf-Governmont—that iy, of cowrso, the uwitimate powoer of tho
Crown to vobo any mensure. That would no donbt eontinue, Ibig univorsal,
and I should liko to draw attention to one point for the illwminalion of the public,
who scem to be sufleving from an extraovdinary delasion with vogard to it: and that
in that the power of veto resting in thae Crown is absolutely tho samo, whothoer
you have Rosponsible Government or whether you have Representative Govern-
ment. You do nob inereanc the veto by having Representative Covernment. 1
sny this ospeeially with regard to such quostions asg nakivo affairg or Asiotic
affaiva....... .Il a mensure was to be possed hore doaling eithor with Asintio
affairs ov with native wffaiva which, whether the Ilame Clovernment spproved
of it or nof, nppeared to it to be a meavave which infringed tho right of British
gubjects, and which therefore the ITome Covernment onght to valo, ¢ wonld
equally velo il uncer Responsible Government, An fov us donling with native
affairs or Asintio affairs is concerved, you will havo exactly thesnme powers unde
tha one system as under tho othon,

But, of course, this power of veto of race legislalion does not
entitle the Imperial Goovernment to overrule what has noew become Lhe
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common praclice, thronghout, South Afriea, of Government by Regula-
tion, And then, ngain, it is obviouns that Lovd Milner did nol lemn
his slatesmanship in the school of modern Tmperinlism, or at
least, that he was nol endowed wilh the gifl of propliecy, Itor, after
exercising his power ol velo over the Asialic Taw Amendment,
Ordinanee, in 1906, passed by the Crown Colony Government, T.ord
Elgin assenled, six months afterwards, Lo the same measure when re-
enacled hy the Responsible Government of ihe Transvaal, on the
ground that the Colony was sell~governing ! Nuy, more, Sir Richard
SHolomon, who was then aiming at the Premiership of the Transvaal,
anl who had just returned from England, wheve he had repeated
interviews with T.ord Elgin, declared, in his election address
al  Pretoria, that il would be found that, in practice, the
reservation clanse would be & dend-lelter, so far as that
particular piece of legislation was concerned | What guarantee, (hen,
have the Indiang of South Afriea thal the reservation clause
may nol at any fime become a dead-lelter under the Union
Constitution ? Tf the Tmperial Governmeni he powerless Lo say nay
to the gingle Transvaal Government, how may it be expected that
they will he any more potent to resist the unjust demands of &
United South Afriea ? The evil example of the Thansvaal has spread
far and wide, Alveady there is talk of South Afvien following the
Transvanl’s policy of complete exclusion of Asiatics, regardless of
their degree of cullure or civilisalion, aud even of the flag, Lhat in
Lheory, protecls them, Tovd Milner, speaking of such a poliey, iu
1908, declared thal

1t wounld bo impossible Lo onler inte ony sorl of rolation with the
Asintin world, if wo aro going, in this sountry, to adopt sweepivg and
indisariminato Jogislation agningt Aginlics, or, in npholding that legislation, to uso
languago whicl is insulting to Asinlics ng Asintics,

Ag the wriler has shown elsewlhere,® the Transvaal’s Asialic
policy may, at any time, he followed by {lie rest of Soulh Alriea.
Imperial Ministers have wrged that the (realment of the Indian
subjecls ol {he Crown concerns alone the internal affuirs of the
Transvanl ! What would have heen the reply had Paul Kruger ad-
vaneed thal startling claim ? Time was when Britain had no pride in
her colouies and her colonistz, ** Perish the Colonies ! declared one
nrominent Liberal Minister, filly years ago, Time was when the
colonies and the colonists Look no pride in Britain, * Cuat the painter !”
wng Lhe popular ery. Bul to-day things are different, and every
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wretehed rag of ignorant opinion Jabelled “Imperinlism” is hungily
reized npon as a symbol of lmpire.  Is Indin, too, nshumed of ey
colonists ? Ilas she learnt no lesson from their sufferings ? (Can she
gain no experience from {heir history 7 Is she denf to the cervies of
her exiled ehildren ? These have nol losk their love of op Inilh in the
Motherland. They have striven to show Lhetr oneness with ey,
They have suffered and sorrowed in silence for her sake,  They
have endured martyrdom, and shame, and hamiliation, and rain,
for her honouwr's snke, Verily, suffering has heen the badge of their
tribe. They have suerificed mighlily, they have starved and hoped-—
aye, what greedy hope was theirs that Indin would {nrn Lo them
in their need, to staunch their Howing blood, heal up their wounds,
comforl the widow and the orphan, raise vp the ruined and Llhe
despairing I Upon their lips lias ever been the nume of God, and in
their hearts has always heen a deep affeclion for the land that gave
them  birth, and for whose grealness and mnjesty, hlindiy,
instinclively, they have sbroggled Lhese many  years against
enormous odds, These leroic men have cried to Indin: ¢ Oh,
Thou DMother of Strenglh, take away my wenkness, {nke away
my unmanliness and  MAKE ME A MAN!”  TIn their agony aund
despair they have tutned Lo their Molherland to veseua thein  from
utter anunthilation and extinetion, thal 1hey might. be spared for the
sake of her high honour, her lofty repntation, And what hae heen
Indin’s reply 7.........What will hencelorth he Indin’s nuswer ?




