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PREFACE

1 FEEL it to bc an honour, as well as a duty, to
Julill a dying request of Dr. Cunningham that 1
should see this little book through the press.
Some two ycars ago I had by his desire read theough
a draft of the work snd madc various suggestions
about it. Several slight changes have beeng,made
in the MS., but it is printed substantially as the
author lett 1t. 1 am indebted to Mr. A, Rogers,
~ of the Cambridge University Library, for verilying
—many LT Tolerences, )

Dr.. Lux}.nmgham s distinction as a historign 1s
universally recognised, but his wide interest m
archzology 1s not so well known., He once said
to me that his great ambition in like was to be
an F.S.A. 'This wag, of course, said in joke, but
his electign to the Society of Antiquaries, on Jume

. Tth, 1917, waanﬂn(g the less glm.ifymgnﬂ- him
as a 1ecugﬁ1tmp thaﬁ, though not primarily an

antiquary, QJe had cnd avmulcd when writing
o _ v | a
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history to give full “weigkt to # archzological
evidence. |

The authior’s wide knowlecige 1s well 1lhfstrated in
thlS short book, whicn-bri ings together in a valuable

for’ Wmuch Gf the evidence’still remainirg o.f the

" fgrcwth of English towns and of the municipal
buildings which attest it.

o

D.H 5. CRANAGE-~
February, 1920,
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INTRODUCTION

THI“‘ STUDY OF I\IOI\UMENTS ———The discovery
| ”a;td cxamination of ancacnt monuments has revo-
- lutionised our knowledge of ancicnt history, and
has given us aceuratg information about the laws,
rehgion, and industrial conditions of the gluat
empires of the distant past, so that we are no
longer foreed to rely on the shadowy tradition®
which have been handed down to us. I cannot

- but Tecl, however, that we should do well $o make
more _Systeﬁfic use than we are inclined to do
ol the mentuments in our own island, and <thus
scek for the light which we may get from thenue
_in regard to our own history. I may 11111‘:{“,1;1131;
“what I mcan by reference Lo munisipal history,
and the a attcmpts I have personally made during

the laqu:wenty }Paﬁz to draw on this qmurccaﬁ

. r
mfurmdtmn. - N | - '

- We mu% ceftainl*” cxXereise cﬂﬂ&dﬂﬂ‘ble sclf:
restraint 1n 1e1y111g ‘?{JH ihf::.sc monuments as a

...‘- 9 . -
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*source of infﬂrn’mtion It 1~’-~ alwa’/s demrable to
take the alchzenrlﬂglml ewdence in conjunction
with literaly hmtmy, and the more we‘can bring
lumary histlry to “sear on” the monuments the
mMe we shall be sure that weere 111tc,rp1*ctmg theyr
“®evadenee correetly.* Taken by itself, archaxo-
logical®evidence tells us very little.” The Devil's
Dyke, which runs for seven 1piles across Newmarket
Hecath, is an immensc work which measurcs scte
thirty feet from the top of the dyke to the bottom
of the ditch. There is no doubt that it is very
ancient, and the English, swhen they settled, usgd
it as 3 boundary. We have good rcason to believe |
that it is pre-Itoman, and we can conjecture that
the people in the cast of Brlt.a,m constructed it to ..
protéct themsclves or their eattle against raids
#om the west; but we feally know nothing of the |
ralers who were able to organise the 'magsf;s of
labour required for the work and to feed 'tﬁﬂm,':'_'_
nor of the tools that were used, nor o bhe occasion
for this vast undertaking. The whole is shrouded.
40 mystery. There may be much ingenious con-
jecture that has a high probability, but little of

~enlil

* The use of IBerary evidence to correct the opinions of expert
antiquaries is of frequent oceurrence. The {iniaks on the railings
outstde Great St. Mary’s Church, Cagshridge, are not examples.
C¥he hest work of the fiftcenth century; they were supplicd to
the churshwardens an 1851, The skylls fmmd at the corner of
Park Stred% and Jesus Lanc ia the fiame thwn ¥ere not those
of ancient Britons or Romans or D nes, hg,t, as the pﬂ,rﬂchml

rcgisters of All Saints’ 5hﬂwcdrthﬂse of carly Quakers,
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which we can e ccrthin as a fact, and we should -
aim at using the 11101:1_.111:1'1{35{5 s as to obtain a
more accutate knowledge of facts., That archeeo-
logical cvidence can do something t& supplement

>
~aghat we gather from records becomes clear 3y

we colitrast the testimony that is given by monai--

“inents with that of literary hmtm}; L#%crary

history tells us what _people thought or wished
otbwrs to think; Monuments give us ummpeach-
able cvidenee as to human cfforts, and let us see |
mmethmg that men did. Why or when they did
it we may not know, but. at least we cannot doubt
tl__lat human effort’ was actually cxpcnded 111 this
place. 'The accounts of a victery may be cxag-
gerated, but the traces of a grcat battle sometimes

- remain for gencrations,* and an earthworR %or a

building tells of actual human cndeavour. 'There
is constant trouble in the cilort to determine the
relat? E}mhlp of any literary history or of many
documents 1§ actual life in the past. VVas the
Statute of,Labourers an instrument that bropght.
about thc steady depression of the English
pcasantry, or was it little more than a dead letter 3
Arc sumptuary laws evidence fm'-thﬂ habits of

“the people or only for the intentions -of Fulers ¢
" These are mattcrs. 017 Which literary cvidenee leayes,

"y

us 1n ﬂﬁ?l:;tant doubt, but monuments tell s not
of what peqplc tlmug ht o? intended, but#¥ of wha.t
* W, H Hail I‘"?nnan ?ﬂads oh the Riviera.
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thoyedid. They raise a deﬁglite q‘_iestiﬂn and set
us searching the, litegary cvidenc® for answers to
the question as to when and why they did it.
Phe most hasty obdfiyvation® of the monuments of
tflhrpast sives us concrelg illustratiops whigb—
sstamula%e the imagination, and enable us to ficture
bygon#® conditions morce vividly, helping to sct=
some of the'quu_StiﬂnS about which we arc uncer-
tain in a precisc and definite form.  Our attension
1s called to the conditions which arc involved in
the production of such works, and we arc led to
wnquire as to the forin i which such cmnditi{}ilb’
were present at a given place and time,

2. VomEsSDAY Towns.—In order. to group monu-
mental evidence in regard fo municipal life, we
shalP#nd it convenient to go back to the Norman
{onquest, since therc ‘were numbers of towns
which were noted as such in the gréat'surfe}r by
William the Conqueror. 1t is true that our wholc
cmlcc:pt;un of a town* in the twent®th century
1S very different from that which was gurrent m.
Eﬂnglamd during the centuries before the Industrial
Ilevolution, and we need not endeavour to find
a definition gf a city or a-town which will suit all
ages alike; it will suflice for our parpose if we
=i The great industrial centres .w-].l;'lzh aré'faﬁliliag enough in’
the prmhpt..lday are ‘pcally of récent iﬁm_wth. _].n'al_l: Eﬁ;huh_ilityl
the paulation of London was gnly about 48000 er 50,000 from

1J89 to 1589 (Dr. €, Creighiton, B!gckwmd’s Migazine, April,
1891). : | “
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“interpret ¢ tﬂw" ' in) a large sense, and inclede
any place where’a market vias held or where we
{ind a market house* 01 market cross, éven if the
market itself is forgotten. ItHs suffitient for ouf
~surpose to say that we have ample evidence tb(:lu
at the time when Domesday Book was cofhpletad -
vhere were populous places with an organistd life
for internal police and for military, fiseal, or com-
me=sial purposes. " We have ample means of
tracing the sz.ubaequent growth of many of these i
cf;:ntres, sinee charters. enable us to follow the
cnmtltutmnal history of .one town or another and
to spcrmfy the steps by which these towns became
motre complctely self-governing, with possestions
and powers of their ‘'own, with a policy of their
own and definite responsibilities of their owh to
‘the Crown. But it is also instructive to take a-
rctrogpective glance from this cra and to consider
‘how *far the monwmnents which remain may help
us to understand the reasons for the choice of a
particular gite, or the naturc of the original nucleus

of a particular town, or the elements f&vaurable
to its growth,

* There are market houses at Fenstanton in Cambrldgeshlre
and Ewelme in Qxfordshire. -
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I—-THE ELEMENTS OF TOWN LITE -

1. Rouan Towwns.—Throughout a great part
of England “there remain permanent marks of the
civilisation which the KRomfns establisheds in
Britain. The roads and waterways which served
as means of communication, and the remains of
villas which were centreg of civilisation, are found
all over the area of permanent occupation, and |
beal® witness to the great work which the Romans
achieved in developing the country, yet when we -
ask®what influcnce they exercised on the life of
the English people who immigrated to Britain
after it had ceased to be part of the Empire, we .
arc mct by grave - difficulties in attemptilg to -
distinguish mere rclies from survlvals of the
forer civilised lifc among the new people, and
from revivals which were duc to influcnce from
abroad. Where we have satisfactory proof of the'
disuse of any Roman strueture, we may regard it
as a mere rclic.  Hadrian’s Wall tells us of a great
ggfenaive system when the™famps werc mccupled
and the forts gnd watchtmxlels were mamled but
th1s”d1(k not survive, ¥or thﬂugh the.;e was need
for defence against ragds @ ‘ocdasional invasion




o

from the northgall through the histﬂay of England
till the seventeerth céntury %he system of Jefence
organised ®y the Howards and the Musgraves was
quite unlike that of dhe Ronmn legions, and the
\_@rder, *rfhich the English defended, ldy north-e¢
the Poman Wall and not along it. Si»ce ﬁ‘qﬁbc
Woman soldiers departed the remains of the Wall
have been a mere relic.  In other casss whitre the
artg of life were prosécuted in England by men
who were themselves familiar with Roman habits
-as they had survived in southern lands, it is not
casy to distinguish the cases of survival on British
soll from those of revival and reintroduction by
Benedictine monks. The question woul@ be
simpler if we could bé& certain how far the conquest
by the English wasg overwhelming and hew far
WE may accept the account which is given by,
British authoritics* and regard it as a gradual
penatration. It is at legst recmarkable that the
area which the Conqueror described in [iis great
survey should correspond so closcly with the area
occupied ?by the Romans. Northumbria. and
Cumbria and Wales had not been settled by the
Romans, and their resources are not enumerated in
Domesday Book. After more than six intervening
centuries the area cfalRoman occupation still lent
itself te»the application of a Roman metrod”of
~ estimating wesotirces. It Anight be surmised*tha

-

ENGYISH NUNIMPAL EIFE - .~ 15

“ Flindg,s Petyje, Tysitio.

-
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\ ,
~ tha towns w}ffch had béen sd impoftant in Roman
Britair? were not, likely to be, utterly extinguished,
and therc are two featurcsof Roman teswns which
“cappcar m the Mifldle Ages. The regulation of
e weekly markets*® was carjicd out in accordargom
wifﬁ cwil law, and the type of house whick con-
tinuedto be constructed was similar to that whick
had been acopted in Roman Britain.t But these
similaritics are not conclusive. The systerna of
market regulation is easily accounted for as g
later introduction, and the type of house does not
scem to have heen of Roman introduction, bu?
one that the Romans themselves adopted. The
question of continuous life from Roman times
must be dealt with as one 8f the history of par-
ticulay places.  Freeman regarded Excteri as the
one town to which a continuous life can be aseribed
with certainty, and there is some pmbabi]ityr that
Carlisle also lived through the storm, whilesit is
likely tRat if there was not a survival of the great
commercial and administrative centres at London
and York there was at lcast a rvevival at a Very
“ecarly date. On the other hand, when there is
cevidence of a change of site, we may regard it as
testifying to the disuse of the original site and
think of Verulam as a mese quarry from which
T worl on Fajrs and Markets - Parl, Papﬂrsmﬂ, vol, .
~ XXXV, , - ’ o
. T Havellield, Victoria County History: Nortkamplonshire.

i Freeman, Ezeler (Historig. Tow™s Seriesﬁ.

-
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the monks of. §t. Albans obtained ﬁmterialatfmr
bullding the Abbdy, which bagames the nucleus of
a new towfi. The cvidence which was primarily
adduced of the disuse bf the gmain lines of traffic
- = J.ondon has proved won further inql.{iry to ﬁ
mistalfen, and the claim of London to conf®nuoys
cfistence is not to be lightly waived aside. #

The importance of communication® by water,
cspeemadly for the EGTIVL‘;&IEU of heavy goods, such
as cori, wool, building materials, or fuel, was a
feature which was common to medicval and
modern times alike, and pwst be discounted when
the’influcnce of the carlicr on the later municipal
life is being discussed. 'There were physical reasons
for the development of districts where water coms-
munication was possible, such as the valleys f The
Don and the Trent, or the Thames and the Severn
valleys, or Lineolnshire, Cambridgeshire, and Tast
Angh8. The great Roman city of Silchester had no
facilities for traflie by water, and it never Fevived
alter its df::i{:rtiun.

. dSome of the Roman towns werce built on the
sites of DBritish scttlements. This was the case
at Colchester* and at Old Sarum and,Wareham,
where British fertifications still remain. - But many
of their towns were 1did®out originally as militaly_j
camps, #0d left their, mark on the subsecGent
&évcloPment Er:f the town byslaying down the lifes '
;Cutts, §olchecwr, 23.

-
[ 3

2 .
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which it ook as it grew n 1mp01#ance. This was
the case at Winchester, al- Leicester, and Cam-
bridge. Roman Lineoln lay on the® slope and
“stretched from the New Fort, which is still the

,ﬁmrthern bﬂundary of the *ewn, while on.the scu.;ﬂ"‘
it, was in close proximity to the grcat system of
watelvays which spread out through the cast of
England.

2. MonasTic CoLONIES.—THe monastic ctdnies
which had been established in different parts of
England also contributed not a little to the growth
of town life, and oceasionally sheltered the
beginnings of some particular town. The Bene-
dictme houses were intended by St. Gregory the
Great to be the bases from which a spiritual re-
genesation might be brought to bear and main-

ntained, and thcy absolutely discarded the indi-
vidualism which has been such a potent factor in
ccononiic progress in modern times. Incldenta.lly
they aimed at the material welfarc of the religious
coynmunity itsclf in the future, and ‘the monks
were under the ﬂbligatimi to devote themselves to
labour. The functions both of labour and of
capital were discharged.

The influence of this communal economic organi-

ﬁaat1t)n was enormous in ai palts of Europe, both
“in tue reclaiming of land ard in_the prﬁiﬁbtmn of
tlllageﬁ The monks *were not ﬂnly engaged In

labour themselves.,, brt th*y orgamsed the. work

~

o
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of their dépendents.®  The mmnast(}rmg gradually *
became glput CCHtIG’% of li{hl‘ﬁtly, eapwm]]} 1
connectiofl with the buﬂdmg anc fuuublung ol the
abbey church,t and a% they a#tracted an Iner casca
—ugpulatign they nobd only oflered a ].’I]&lk(":t o
regufar supplies, but e¢ndeavoured to ¥r gm;me ‘
distant trade, at all events ﬂc{*aﬁmnall’i A
monastic colony, mth the economte life which
sp®»al under its £8steTs Img carc, has been the main
clement in the growth of such towns as Peter-
_br:-rmugh, Glastonbury,§ and St. Albans, and has
b;cn an 1mportant subsydiary factor in many other
cascs,

Monastic fﬂund&tigns were the nucleus of some
of the new towns which grew up in Seotiand under
the influence of Queen Margaret and King * hvid.
The struggles in the thirteenth eentury betwees
the mf)nks and the townsmen who aimed at obtain-
ing® the privilege of sclf-government ﬂlld being
frcc from monastic interference were of cquent
occurrence, and appear to have been spegally
bittcr at Norwichj} and at Reading.9 It is signi-

* Comparc Norithampionshire, Victoria County History,
vol. ii., for the regular staff at Peterborough.

T Compare th rebuilding of Canterbury after the fire.

1 Continental a,nalngjas phiow the Importance of monastic
activity in nrgamsmg industry (e.g., S. DEH}*Ef-—DDll Iu:aiF

Dﬁnyw'?) -
S The tribumal ofoffice where eivie affairs were admlmatﬂred
still exists. g w “ .

| Blomefield, iii. 53. § # T Coates, Reading, 49.
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ficcan? that 1 H(?L]Hl cawq suck as Bury St
Edmunds, thereswas mo w alh to protect the town
li‘:ﬂ;“ but only an abbey wall to defend Yhe monks

o e

m Ltheir %Llua]nn >
/n‘],ha; monasterics provided ~for the wm,bhlp *’Ly.d-
Christian burial of the brethren, and to “some
extent Mor their dependents; this was frequently
donc by the provision of onc or more parish churches
and churchyards apari from The abbey, aseht.

Mary’s at Ely. In other cascs the townsmen
buricd their dead cach in his own land, and the_
places which were thus conscerated by the burial
of the dead beeame the sites of chapels and churchces
and cventually of separate churches, In thce
l{)ldcr towns, as York, Lincoln, or London, which
'grew up before the conversion of England had led
+9 the general introduction of provision for Chris-
tian burial in parish ehurchyards, there are great
numbers of scparatce parishes.™ !

8. MILITARY REQUIREMENTS. *—~—T\1111tmy require-
mends also led to the foundation of many towns,
and we may look back to the Danish mvasions as
the oceasion of the founding of many forts in the
Midlands by ¥dward the Elder and the Lady. of
the Mercians, such as Tamwurth and Warwick.

- *,S;;;hdc-n (Tithes, 255) eXPTeSSes tlu’: memn tlnt there was
no orgadisation of warishes in Englgnd before AD. T At
Much 2Venlock o Vicar in t}ap sixtcenth 7entiy refused to
censent to he consecration of separate churchyards for the
outlying chapels (Cranage, Cowioraleyiesponsibility, 13, 14).

—

~ . | | -
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-There are alie permanent settleents eﬁ o he
invaders J4n  the Eurghs ~of Jdincoln, Derby,
Leicester,” and Cambndge They seem to have

 been absorbed in th® monawshy of lenut and nee |

to lmve remained Rostile, but they g'we eaLH
signs of 111dependent self-government in #he que-
Manni. The motte, with a wooden castle, % was the
origin of town life in many cases, as’ at Thetford,

arm4he markct ®as“established for the supplies

of the soldiers and their dependents, as at Castle

Aere Professor Maitland has shown the extreme

1mpe1 tance of this militgr y element in the cnumera-
tion of bur ghs in Domesday Book; but the bmldmg
of new castles and the maintenancé of an “army
of occupation continued all through the Norman
and Angevin period, and organisation for déf¢hsive
purposes was specially needed on the Borders o
Scotland and Wales. The centres from which the
Bishepeief Durham and the Earls of Chester and
Shrewsbury exercised jurisdiction were the very
bulwarks of the English realm. -

4. ConEsioN oF Groups.—When we have thus

distinguished various elements in town. life, we

ean note that there are some towng Where there

was no known social nucleus. The sites of Great

Yarmouth* and of $. Ives were so smtable for

tradeas Qte be the seencs first ef-:a, fair -and atter-
wards of a permanent scétlement. In spomdc enly

* Blomefcld, N®folk, xi. 297.
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oner f thesd" mﬂucnnes appears L0 have been
present, while others were le&y sinmple 1 1nt character,
and arosc {rom the cohcsion of twO or more
aistinet groups. Ak_PeterPorough there was an
?’jbf}*, but no castle; at London there was a castle
angd noTabbey; and at Norwich, which had™both
an abPey and a castle in Norman times, ncither
was I)i‘ilﬂiti‘;E, and the town appears to have
originally consisted of hamiets of fishermemesnd
traders, for whom Tombland* was the centre of
what was known as the Knglish borough; the
French burgesses were selt]ed at Mancroft beneath
the castle, and the Abbot and his dcpendem:s
formed another group. The chief problcms of
municipal history arc concerned with the life of
the tomplex towns where distinet groups com-
Ained together into one town, with its own pI‘lVl-
leges and responsibilitics.  But there are _also
many cases where we have the nucleus of a tOwn
which néver attained any great prosperity. Castle
Rising and Binham Abbcy, each with its market
cross, may be regarded rather as. the-;mcleus of
a populous place than as a town. Tattershall
Castle in Lincolnshire, with its elaborate. moats
"~ and brick keep, is a very late example of such a
~castle which remainced witls i:w residents round
it. At Castle Agre, William of Warrennc na&_ﬂn]y'
rear€d his castle, but planted ﬂﬂCluﬁiac priory,
* Hudsun, How the (J’i;ty of Nevwich grew mm Shupﬂ ( 1896), 20.

e
-
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but it never atfained such ﬁmpnrti:ﬂs as his pther
foundation at Lewes.® Whei) we thus take dccount
of the inftuence of folinders and patrons, we see
links of connection ketween_gplaces avhich ave foe
apart, and find evidgnee of influenice 4t which T
shou*d not be ready to guess. Dawvid, gEan ot
Huntingdon, was also King of Scotland, amd it is
no accident that the abbey he fouryded at Kelso
shewdd have the west®n transept which is charac-
teristie of the great churches of the Fen Country—
Ramsey and Ely and Bury.
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M. ~—THE TOWN aS AN ORGANISED AND

7. : SELF-CENTRED UNIT ~ . =

THE pfocess by which these groups and isolated
individuals cfime to echere into an or ganism with
a life of its own and a policy of its own had esene
some way at the Norman Conquest, and econtinued
all through the Middle Ages. The steps in
particular places are marked by the charters
which the inhabitants of this or that place received
from “he King or the manorial lord. But there
are three principles of coheSion which we ean
distinguish, and which left their mark in the
institutions of each town. There were obligations,
cspeelally the fiscal obligations of contributing to
the revenue of the Crown; there was the ﬁivilﬁge
of exercisang coercive authority by levying rates,
and criminal jurisdiction, which was conferrcd on
local authﬂmty, and there was the pnncxplc of
voluntary association for eommon objeets, which
lics at the root of the formation of gilds. These
*“hrec strands arc distinct, but they weze gradually
combined in practice by the lece® authority, which
undeT™ok the obligations towards the Kihg,»and
exereised from time to time a measure ol cocreive

authority through the gilds. . oo

F‘
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It appeats that Dllglna]]§ local ahthority~vas
excrecised b those wh ‘had possession of the land
on which a’"town was S1tuatf:d and a great revolu-
tion in town lifc can b& dimly #aced in the twe]fth
and, thutqenth centusics, when the landless mf::r“
sceurcd a share in the discharge of Jocal mbh"*atmns
and thc cxercise of local authority. The saccess
of this revolution at onc centre or anbther scems
to beanarked by the recngmtmn of a Mayor* as
the chicf exccutive authority.

- The possession of land has gradually ceased to
b(: the basis of local authority, but the rural ele-
ment in town lifc has survived m many Ways,
and in some places it_continued to be of 511preme
importance for cultullcs The lord of a manor
is not to be thought of as a mere autocra®;“the
tenants had rights of their own, and the Courts
Lect ~which governed Manchester were the sur-
vival of manorial institutions. The towns were
often dependent on their own arable ficlds for their
own supply of corn, and the pasture rights of the
frceman of the borough were carcfully stinted in
the common interest. It nced be no matter of
surprise that we have in Cambridge an exccllent
example of the thirtcenth-century manor-house in
P’ythagoras Hall, or" tifat we have records of the
Cambaelge Jfields, &nd an mgﬁtecnth—eentmy
picturc of 1hcm as divided by balks like other

* In Nnrwmh in 1404. ‘lIudsC‘:, How Nurwwh Grew, 65.

iy
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open, fields: pown mills* are also relics swhich come
down Trom very carly timeg. The mjlling rights
of abbeys were a cause of fonflict withathe towns-
=men both a#t Shreagsburyfeand St. Albans.i It
,;rgp(-’lma titat it was becausg Cambr idge was well
mu;ph(yl with means of subsistenee that 7 was
mark&d out as a suitable place for scholars %o
settle At ghe same time, while we recognise
the importance of land an® neighbourlinessas an
clement in civie organisation and cohesion, we
must not overrate it as essential, Organisation
sometimes  brought togcther for purposes of
jurisdiction associations or groups that were rfot
clos¢ly connceted, as in the combined authority
of the Cimque Ports§ or the“outlying parts which
were zgoverned together in the town of Much
‘Wenlock. |

I. THE GrounxD PraN.—There is no more
important monument of the history of aiy *own.
than isgiven by the ground plan. There is great
difficulty in altcring the main lines of traffic;
houses may be replaced, but they are likely to
oceupy the old sites. Though a deliberate cffort
was made to alter the plan of London after the

* Water mills had to be placed at points where there was a
rush of water and were not alwa}rsapup.tiguous to a town.
L.Owen and Blakeway, Shrewsbury, 1. 129, 130, . -
:;: Growth of English Industry (18904, i, 339 and n. S
¥ ‘hhe Cinque TPorts sent hailiffs to supfrintelid the Herrmg
I'air (Blonteficld, xi. 346). -

| R. W. Eyton, datiguitiedof Sfirﬁpshwe, iii. 971.

- -~
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Great Fire, and schemes ok doing %o were .pro-
pounded by Sir Johm*Evelyn and Sir Christopher
Wren, it may be said That little or nothing came
of it, and that the gmund plan of Fondon afters
the fire lopmduecd that of medicval Londof,
The ground plans of Cambudge and Lincgln apd-
Winchester are at least suggestive of? thr:u

Roman orvigin. In other eases the glan rctains

wWhaka was founde® cohvenient in the original

nuclecus, as London Street and the wind round

the castle hill at Norwich.* Sometimes a prin-

cipal street, or the fr ontage of houses which have

aCeess to the river or sea, follows the line of the

watcrway or the coast,f and we can also identify

extensions which have taken place at different

dates, and thus have some clear idea as £c the

growth of suburbs and residential quarters..
Where the regularity of the streets or houses
"shows That the town has been laid out on a de-

liberate plan, there is less cvidence as*to local

conditions, but there is some intcrest about_the

type Whlﬂsh the foundcrs appear to have kept in

view,

1. The Market-Place.—The marke_jc_--place is the

most characferistic feature of the ground plan of
an English town; # was, gener ally speaking, the

Y Y

* E'ﬁrnstead A su'nﬂfu feature is 110t1c:,cable in several towns

in Normandy. " - "

T Summer Strett in Boston - ‘ -

Sl
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« centge from .ﬁrhwh am:l to which all the currents
" of town life circulated. The mmket place was
originally the spot to which weckly supplics, such
ws cggs, butter, andygcheese,swere brought, as well
3¢ butcher®” meat. Facilitigs for the purchase of
f‘*ugn Sl.].'op]l{,h did not require a great deal of £pace.
It is a%tonishing to sce how tightly market womens,
each with tdcir baskcts, can be packed in some.
of the IFrench markets tofday—as, for ingkgncee,
at L¢ Mans—and the original markets of sevcral
towns were curiously small, as at Rugby, Grantham,
or Downham Market. -
The fairs, at which ar tlclcs of distant trade we'e
sold,®appecar to have been organised on a different
scheme. The booths or stalls have an ancient
lineaga, The Boldon Book (aA.p. 1188) specifies
<the “ putting up of cightcen booths at the {airs of -
St. Cuthbert™ as one of the customary duties of
the villains of Aucklandshire, and Scebohm* €on-
nects thity scrvice with the advice in regard to the
holding of festivities in honour of thc martyrs
which was given by Gregory the: Great and has
been preserved by Bede. When Abbot Martin
(1133-1155) transferred the town of Petcrborough

' from the cast of the abbey to the west, he also
fransposcd the market to amem position and laid
it Sat on lines gvhich left anple mﬂn' fmgthe
crectinn of stalls, In the following® century, when .

. r

* Seehohm, English Wilage Qummuﬂﬂity,!'rl*
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distant trade appears to havt: had a creat imprhas
in eonsc quence of the Crusades, there were many
spactous 1114111{1—1}13{*1:% in the TKastern Countics
laud out, as at Yarmouth, Ne%wich, Bul Y. an*
blltlg{‘ aigl Lynn, ana “busincss is still cmlu:d un
in them at temporary stalls.  Spacious lrﬂlktﬂﬁ
have been secured in other cases, not by the iaying
out of a market —*:.quare but by buildi®g the town
with™x very wide Street.  Northallerton and
Marlborough arc cases in point. It scems to have
been a frequent habit to utilise the sides of streets
im‘ additional market ﬁﬂﬂﬂl}ﬂﬂﬁdﬂhﬂﬂ,, and we
read of speeial markets for speeial goods Dccupymg
the streets of Oxford? in the fourtcenth century.
A very similar state of affairs seems to have cxisted
in Edinburght in the eightcenth century., = 7
2. Stalls and Encroachments.—The practice of -
crccting siglls n a market-place resulted 1 the
formation of rows appropriated to particular
trades, and eventually gave rise to cxtraordinary
cneroachments on the market-place.  When the
salcsman was allowed to erect a more or less
'_ permant:-nt stall, instead of being content with a
.':E,tlucturt:‘ which was removed after sach market
day, a first step was taken to filling up the vacant
space with permanCnd” buﬂdmgs. Thesc shops,

Ly |

with gwelling-places hbove, are emtirely different
: *r .
| 1 - - 0
* Borse, Oxford, 57. - -
i Maitland, Fistory < Edinburgh, 9.
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e tfype to t¥e passag> and yard housés which had
been practically uniecrsaly Fhe efier UElChIH(‘lltb had
1O bar-kym:}s of any kmd and were either ex-
ﬂlLbLCIILLb on some pubhc building or narrow
balmnka &.meated {from* each other hy lagics.
'S&Lh m strcet ran through the middle of Cam-
bridg¢ market-place before 1843, when it was
swept awa® by a fire, and thc market-place at
Ludlow in Shropshire is almost entirely o®hpied -
by such cneroachments, There arc signs of cn-
croachments in a very large number of marke}-
places; the butchers’ sheps arc often pcrmanent
*ﬂheu the rest of the market is still vacant for the
crection of stalls. .

Butchers” shops often illustrate another form of
encrdfichinent by which houses have oxtended
themsclves beyond the line of the strect. The
shop-front of the old butcher’s sbag is oftco.
retained, with a shutter which folds down “as a
counter” and another which is raised up when the
slap 1s open and gives some protectiop from the
weather®  The rights of the butehers in Yorkt
who had permanent shops in the shambles were
carcfully dietinguished from those of the country
butchers who frequented the Thuwsday market;
the shambles form a reguldr sireet at Kendal, and

&, : :
somewhat pretdhtious buﬂdfngs were erected tor_

P
- Fo® Ayin Butcher Row, ‘ihrewshﬂr:

t Drake, EbordSwm, 333
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them in the ciohtecnth ceftury at “Ipswich ~ad
at High Wyconthe, "We can frequently-sec that
wooden aliutments hav% becn thrown out, so that
the house ccases to cheroack¥on thé old line of
the street and to narrow the thm*uﬂghfa}e. ) . '
3. Passages.—The private houses erectcd-duzimg"
this great period of medieval town buildiug were
50 often of the passage or yard typt as to give
English towns a sySterfl of arrangement which does
not seem to have been discarded till the seven-
‘teenth or eightecnth century. Iach house had its
gable on the irontage, and access was given to the
bick of the -house by means of a passage or a
yard. Such passages were apparently at first part
of the house, and pri%a,te, but circumstances arose
under which the public demanded s right ©o use
~them. InLondon this demand seems to have been -
Taised by those who found they were shut out
fromi the Tiver, and there eame to be a practice
of trcating these passages as public tiiorough-
~ farcs.  Fhe rows at Yarmouth and the closes~in
Edinburgﬂ are characteristic examples which
help to give the ground plans something of the
~ appearance of a gridiron. - - |
4. Town Planting.—The vigour of town life in
the thirteenth ben’iur}, which was 'pl‘obably g.hie
_ to the impulse given®hy the Crusades, was not &}nly
~ shown by {heﬁ aEVE]GmeIZt and extensian o7 old
towns but by the plantiag of new ones. King



22 MONUMENTS OF

Ed»mrd I. pft}lllldedl many b{lbtldtb- or villes
Jranches in the southyof Fm[u::{, and he also built
towns which might serveas ports for weavers’
*trades at Kingstortgpon-I¥ull and King's Lynn.
1€is (‘\'HH}J}(‘ waus Tollowedd gy Dishop I‘UDJL, Whu
J&P%} anted his cathedral cty bodily *frot «Old
Sarunt to Salisbury; while the Bishop of St. Andrews
laid out thigetown in close proximity to his abbey,
and imported townsmen frém Berwicks whggvere
accustomed to the institutions of town life. When
50 much attention was being given to the planting
and tr amplantmg of towng, it cannot be a mattef
of surprise that we 5]1muld find cvidence ol the
workl of surveyors and definite schemes of town
planning. The French exantples give much more
signtokdcliberate laying out than any of the towns
m England; Carcassonne presents once type and
Montpazier another, to which Salisbury and
St. Andrews only give distant appMﬂmm.
If the é@omvenicnee of the site 1o longer deter-
miged the arrangemenls of the streets, B owas of
suflicient 1mportance to clfi'LLt the appﬁ{,atmu of
a plan, . |

1. PunricBurLpings.—Many interesting monu-
‘ments of town ]if(.; in the Middle Ages survive n

* Viotlet le Due, Diclionnaire: A?C. géimbres. Essai sur Villes,
43, G1. - £

T Sgott, Bﬁrwmk G.
~J Turner*and Parker, Df}mestw Archttﬂctw, ii., 1llu5tla,tmn

opposite p. 154. i
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ancient bmldln‘gs in one tewn or qnather « But -

whereas we ares proRably jystified in takmg the

expansion® of areas ahd the foundation of mew
towns in the thirte®nth a1 early fourteentif
centunes as evidencg ,of gencral pros’pemty, the
stnkﬁlg public buildings which remain are,\ms%"l""'
of the fifteenth century; and there is ample evi-
dence that the pestilence which swepfthrough the
cou in the m&IdI¥ of the fourteenth century
struck 'a disastrous blow at many of the towns,¥

and that they showed very little sign of recovery
Till the reign of Elizabeth. The buildings which
rémain are e¥idence of the wealth of certain trades
—notably the cloth trades—and of special calilings
—notably the whol&ale dealersf—rather than of
the prosperity of the community, Lavenkam as
it stands to-day is a remarkable monument of a-
fifteenth-century centre of the cloth trade, with
“thee ment church which was built by the
Springs, with its market cross, its guildkall, and
its moog-hall, which was recently rescued fpom
transportition. We must remember, too, that
the rivalry between ncighbouring townsi—-e.g.,
between Boston and Lincoln

was_very strong,

* Bateson, Regords of the Borough of Leicester, ii., p. Ixiv.

T Some of the halls of gildsevere prescrved after the Dissolution,
and used fgr municipal purposes, as at Bﬂs'tﬂﬂ (P. Thompson,
Bﬂs ign, p- 233} and Covertry..

1 The Bishop of%Rodez excommumcated all who should build

un Alphonso of *Poitiers’ new site at Rovergne gTurner aixd
Parker, op. citVii. 169).
. _ o>
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" anflethat thg civic. gptriotism of, public-spirited
individuals or of gilds took™ therform of adding
to the dlgmty and magmﬁcence of "their own
tDWH ) ©

1 Town HﬂZI.s——Amnng_ stown halls, that_ of

TR crh Wenlock has a unique interest, beeausey it
servc:ci and still serves, for several distinct pur-
poses, and gestifies to the different functions Tor
which town halls were buiic; In many toyrs one
or other of these functions was provided tor in a
separate building, but at Much Wenlock they are
concentrated together. The town hall of Much
Wenlock was creeted late in the fourteenth or
early in the fiftcenth century, and enlarged in
1577; it exemplifics the lines of a medieval build-
ing,”while 1t was bcautified and refurnished in
later times. The ground floor is an arcadec with
open pillars, one of which served as_a mhlppg}g-
post; the open space is still used as a sheites for
the women who sell butter and eggs; at onc end
of +he building 1s a stone prison, and at fhe other
end a staircase which leads to the Hall_fwhere the
Mayor holds his ceurt, and to the Mayor’s Parlour.
This town hall serves both for the market pur-
poscs, which we shall consider later, and for police
administration. It is alsc irteresting to notice
thav the groun? plan of the building clﬂsely
reserables the house ok the Podc:ata at Olwetﬁ
and that we nced have-no hemtatmn “n regarding
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this English house as deri\?d. from gome examaple *
in southern lamds; Ehe towp hgll at Montpazier
appears t8 present verV similar features, |

There are several deieval.tf)wﬁ hdlls in different
parts of England, wheye provision is rﬁadef for ::ihe

.ad.mmist:atian of justice and the impﬂsj\i.:icxi‘t g
punishment. Till fifty years ago, the old prison
with the court above was still in yse at Great
' Yarggouth, and #hat® at Totnes is tsed by the
coroneds There is a disused town hall with a
court above and a prison below at Winchelses, ; and

®one that was very sigular to that at Yarmouth
@sisted at Mpswich. The guildhall at Norwich,*
which was built by foreed labour from 1407 onwards
on the site of the ®ld Tolbooth, scrved ag the
prison where Bilney was confined. These Iuild-
Ings sometimes contain instruments of punishment :
there is a tumbril at Much Wenlock, and stoeks

"In R iittle brick town hall at Brading, and a
considerable assortment of means ol mnflicting
penalticy at Rye. In some cases the prisogers
were cé&iued in other buildings than the town
hall, and it was found convenient to use = gate
house for the purpose; the gatc on the bridge at

- Bedford is commonly believed to have been the
place where John Runyan was confined. |

The nmst striking fifteenth-century town Falls,

hoWwever, Seen? to have, been built as dfficial
L »
§ Blumaﬁeld, 8%0., iv. 228,
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‘resplences for-civie authority, and with a view to
the exercise of corporate hcspitaiity. The main
features are the hall and the parlour, Which are
comparable to the halls in the country houses of
the nobility, or in the colleges at Oxfﬂrd and
Caftori idge or the Innsg of Court. Such aré. the
town halls at York and at Exeter; the beautifel
timbered hise at Hereford, which is now used
as a bank, was built for civie purposes. A hygobler
example is the town hall at Leicester, though 1t
has a special interest of its own from the tradition
that conneects it with a performancer of Shake-
speare’s Richard I11., in which Shak.zspeare hinz-
self appeared *

2. Market Crosses.—It is by no means easy to
decidc what may have been the origin and function
of the market cross; it has been derived from a
boundary stone, and crosses were used to mark
the boundaries and the centre of thf::E'EEy ]1;;;;
diction & Cirencester; but they do not seem to
have had much to do with the trade of the town.
There is more reason to regard them as analogous
to the Rolande in Germany, which are symbols
of imperial or royal authority, and especially
‘authority to collect tolls. They certainly have
this character in Scotland t~ a remarkable extent,
whete spublic proslamations aie made ard public

notices are dleplay{:d but there i¢ 11tt1f3 cvidénce

-

* F. F. Johnson, Glimpses of Ancient Lewasfer. 184.
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that they servgd such purgpsgs in F.ngland @vhere:
the bellman wént h:s roungs), though during the °
Commonw ealth they were appomted as the places
at which banns wereéto be R;oclmmt.d * It 1s nm
clgar that they wencegenerally used Tor the ol- .
lection Df tolls or that no tolls were lewed - RN
fhere was no market cross. There were e some
places other bulldmgs for authoritative weighing
and-~the collectfon ® of dues. The thirteenth-
centur’ tﬂll-hﬂu{-:e at Great Yarmouth still exists.
o There was an old tolbooth at Norwich In the
ﬁfteenth wtury, andjthere is a tolsey at Burford;
Swe read of Muthorities who had charge of the large
and of the smeall beam in London, and- the trone
was needed for charges in connection with the
wool trade. There are so many markeis where
there is no cross that it is not easy to specify the—
Lugcise link, between this symbol and the actual
cohiduct of trade. | a
‘The difference in the number of magact crosses
betweeh}such counties as Somerset and Gloucgster
seemns to show that their original purpose was
forgotten and that the erection of a cross had
beeome largely a matter of fashion, Many of the
fourteenth qnd fifteenth century crosses are simply**
to be regarded as ﬁhgmﬁed ornaments in the town; °
in BOINE cases, as at Lavenhane, there 1s a Smple *
qhaft raised atpon steps ewith a Cr oSS at the top,

¥ Pooley, Ggosses of Glnuccstefshzra, 88.
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-and, t,l:}‘ere is ,-nothi_ng 4o distinguish it- from the
churchyard crosses which are found in so many
villages; but in other places they are méich elabo-
fated. The inarket, cross it Banbury and at
Leighton Buzzard were great objects of pridg;*
- thefre were very similar to the series of Eldanor
crosses, T The cross in Cheapside was of a similat
type, as well as that at Winchester. When these
crosses were -built with a wide Wase, they proxided
a shelter for the women who sat at thefh with
baskets of butter and eggs. Such are t}“e poultry
cross at Salisbury, the cross at Chig¢’ mster and
that at Shepton Mallet in Somers#t, and thi%
object of providing a market sheltér was a very.
marked feature in many of the market crosses.
Thert was a similar cross at Glastonbury, and
Simpler stone buildings which served this purpose
were erected at Cheddar and at Sherbm

3. Conduits. ——-Many of the towns were ablef to
obtain tkrir water supplies from a river, or by
meagns of wells, but they became mc;*/“asmgly
demndent on a better supply, which was con-
veyed to a conduit. Bishop Beckington provided
such a supply at Wells; and there was also a
conduit in close proximity to the cross at Cheap-
side, and at Glastﬁnbury,:{:"anﬂ they were com-

* ‘“ &nthe Cross at Lefghton Buzzard (Brltt-:}n Bcauttﬂs, 86).

T C. A Markham, Stone Crosses of the Cﬂw‘ry of ﬁﬂrthamprm",
4 and 8. -

1 Hearne and Byrng, Antiguiies of Greal Britaird, ii., pl. 18.
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bined together at Sherborne and Linlitll%ﬁw.'
When the old ostagopal but%e.f cross it Shréwsbury <
was taken down i ®705 a cistern for a water
supply was erccted ig its plact.* The monastertes
were in the habit ﬂf_]lringiné a supply of watex to
the scloifters,t and Henry VIII. was mindfgl_of '
the requirements of the students for whnnl*’l‘rmit}rh
College was founded; and it is satisfactory to fecl
that the same altemmpts were madelin medieval
tim;’\tu provide for the townsmen. In this con-
~ nection § may be worth while to point out that
* even if w\ have no cxamples of medieval protee-
tion againﬁ; the dangers of fire, the firchooks
which Elizabeth required to be adopted im every
parish were proba#y in customary usc before her
time at well-appointed places. . -
4. Warehouses—The devastation caused by the
Fire of London was so complete that it is only
"herT ana there in provineial towns that we come
across the provision which was madg for their
requirgments by fiftcenth-century ading com-
panics.? There are interesting monuments of the
Staples at Calais, of the Merchant Adventurers at
Middelburg, and of the Scottish Staple at Veere.
The most complete is probably tiie House of the.
Merchant Advenjurars at York, and we see there,

that ample warshouse accognmodation gas re-
L

= ® x Phillips, Slecwsbury, i. 135,
+ Willis, The Monastery 3f Chrisi! Churchgy in  Cunferbury,
chap. X.
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quu;ed It certaml};, mlght be expected that in
" the days of natural ec;pnomy svarehouse room was
even more needed than in fnodern timeS. Barns
remain at Glastonbur. v.and at‘Bradford in Wiltshire
. which sérved as granaries where large stocks of
/grmﬁ. could be housed. There would be in aose
times a desire to keep stocks of goods on hand?
as 1t was dlﬂieult to replenish them when they
were wanted.” The existence { #storeroom would
render the right of cavel more valuable: thé town
storings of the moot hall at Elstow and )‘mc guild-
hall at Linton scem to serve the purposk: of ware-
houses, and; there must have been a ctﬁwegpondmg
nced iff medieval towns.
5. Schools and Hospitals.—Shere were many
cases sn.which wealthy men showed their civie
~patriotism by benefactions which were more
directly philanthropic. Though England was v Very
late, as compared with Scotland, in develﬂping a
national swstem of education, a great deal of
provigion was made locally even before the out-
burst of educational enthusiasm which marked the
Reformation. The refoundation of the so-called
King’s Schools was often a monument of royal
~apacity rather than royal beneficence, but the
-general interest in educatiom. is-testified to by
"he maaner in whigh Dean Colet entrustﬁd the
Mercers’ C‘ompany with the managcfment of his
schovl, as well as by the action of the Merchant

~
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Taylors, and inthe fﬂundatigmg of $u¢tun, a_graat
financier, at Charterhouse, af Lyon, a=wealthy
yeoman, at* Harrow, of Sheriff at Rugby, of Chet-

ham at Ma'i‘mhes‘ter. ~ Warwick Schaﬂl_ seerms tﬁol
have a continuous history from the time of-the.
Confedsor.. But many of the old school bui}_diig?
which are pointed out arc places which came to

be used as schools, and it is very rarely that we

come ACross an exaémpic of the medieval type of

school asdit survives at Ludlow, or in Wykeham’s

fgundatiﬂnﬁa‘t Winchester, or at Eton.

" We are m;ﬂ\f\e fortunatg i regard to the provision

fof old agein f-%gpitals.* The hospital at Chichester

has preserved its original character, and  the

arrangenments of Browne’s Hospital at Stamford

and of the hospital at Sherborne give suggestions

in regard to the habitual organisation and life of

the ipmates. rord’s Hospital at Coventry gives

less Suggestion of a common life, and approximates

to a group of almshouses.t The most b%‘-fﬁ-ifﬂl of
all the medieval hospitals is St. Cross at Wia-

chester, where provision is made, not only for the
maintenance of the brethren, but for the refresh-

toent of travellers. The English _population,

* A hospital at,Huntingdon and a market-ho

\ hospity : -house

Harborough. - n s at Market
t While medical ® science was little d

_ Redical “scienke ttle developed, there .was

_thtle_attempt 46 provide for the sickfthnugh ,thEI'{-,' ire

atfempts to segregaf® infectious djseases by the foundatign of

leper-houses of which the chapels remain st Camb
Stamford. . pes d ambrXdge and at
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despite the asﬂtl‘lptlpn to the soil fhigh bound so -
many vHdlains, ana She locel ties of oroprietors
and others, were habltuateﬂ to constan®movement
"in a way wt are apt to terget. The dating of
cnm-tera add documcnts shows how habitually the
nng and his Court were on tour, and the “10115&-
holds of great men werc also migratory. Alfen
merchants wcre free to travel about in England
from fair 15 fair, while they appear to have been
rigidly excluded in Secotland, and Chaucels Tales
give us a picture of the pilgrimages /vhich were
undertaken apart from business alt¢/yether. THe
monasteries exercised a great dealZpf hospitaltty
in their most flourishing days, but provision was
also made for the passing s¥ranger in inns, many
of =which survive. The yard house lent itself
readily to serve this purpose, and the fourteenth
or fifteenth eentury type of inn has been preserved
in the Red Lion at Banbury, where tHe ~corn |
market~is still held, and we get some idea of the
crowded conditions* under which our forefathers
were accustomed to live and work. “There are
other examples in the Rose and Crown at Wisbech,
though the magnificent cellaraget is no part of
the original house; in the New Inn at Gloucester;
and in the Rose and Crewneat Sudbury which

*"A~lurid picture Gf the discomforts to which tﬂey submitted
is giyen by Sir H. Maxwell i in his Edtnburgh % e -

- T It warprobably a means of conveying Zoods from the road
to the castle. i .

il
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Dickens h;Ls ngmortalised ase, the:;Ps_gene of .the -
quarrel bejal.ween «the »ival e&iﬁrsq at Eatanswill.
In regard {1 each of tnése houses, there are many
associations such as have been ‘summcd up by the ©
Sargcen’s Head at Southwell. ¢ S B

-

6. Bevastation.—It is sad to feel how many-=c® .
the monuments of medieval municipal life “have
 been swept away in quite recent times; our towns
would at all even*s lave been mucl: more pic-
turesquiyif they had been retained. It is pitiful
to contras?.j\;he Glastﬂnbury market as it appeared
in 1808,% i:iﬁluding eross and conduit, with 1ts
present condigon, but the changes were not always.
made merely recklessly and without reason. There
doubtless have been cases of deliberate destruction,
where reformers and puritans set themselyes to
“glight ’ objeets of superstition, or where Crom-
well's soldiers allowed themselves to ** spite”
~thore who opposed them.f But these cases may
‘be -regarded as exceptional, and the olesale
destruction which has gone on cannot be attributed
to such Ihotives. The reasons may have been
sufficient or not, but some consideration had to be
. given to the exigencies and conveniences of traflic.
Thoroughfares which were amply sufficient for the
conveyanceﬁf goods in-the Middle Ages were quite
insufficiert for the fiore frequent intercoursgthat

T """FPmley, Crossestof Somersel, 1:{. o
t On the cross"at Abingdon, destroyed, in 16440see Brittos,
Beauties of England and Wales, i."163.

~y
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h@,d,ﬁprung uh"p in Pt roaching daysﬁ the, roads and
bridges éhat were ﬁide emug}p for pack-horses .
were of little use for whéeied vehiclet. The old
“bridge at thtmgham overpthe Trent* had to be
widanéd riore than once. jand there are com-
pa:atwely few of the old stone bridges tvhick have
been " left unaltered. We can sympathise with
such concessions to practical convenience, but
when the id bridge was déstreyed altogether and
a new onc substituted, as at Bedford, i¥is more
difficult to be reconciled to the lﬂss/Nhen it 1‘§
practicable there is much to be said Jor removing
-some ancient buildings to new surrophdings, as was
dont with Temple Bar, but in malgr cases this can
scarcely be done. Mr. Lisfer removed many of
thesold houses of Halifax and had them erected
in his park, but the €loth Hall, which was a unique
structure, was so huge that it could not be treated

in this way.¥

* It wag originally about 12 feet wide (Tarbotton, Htstm'y
of (Rd Trens"Iridge, 24). -

T The bigh cross of Cirencester has been moved to Qakley
Park and the high cross of Bristol was removed to the grounds
of Sir R. C, Huare in Wiltshire (Britton, An#iguities, 1. 20).
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IX[.—THE TOWN A8 AFFECTED BY TH’E_\
NATIONAL LIFE ‘

THERE is a continuity in the life of every town,
and there seems tﬂﬂben.something arbityary about
any attewpt to draw a hard-and-fast line at any
date, and ‘Mark out the medieval from the modern.

‘At the samm1i time, the conditions of town life and
the pl‘ﬂblﬂmsjtﬂ which they gave rise have been
very different n r*g.grly ages from those which have
had to be considered *ater, and for convenience of
study it is desirable to draw a line SUmewhere

The monuments of municipal hfe seem to fall
apart, according as they are Gothic or show the
Jhiugnce of tiic Renaissance,* and this classifica-
tion is convenient in many ways, as it %yneg_lmnises
with great changes in the character of *”i’numclpal
institution- and buildings. After the Reformatidn
municipal institutions were more frankly secular
and were less closely associated with ecclesiastical
- organisation; and there is much less of a com-

* The be: mtlful screen.of King’s Chapel at Cambridge tells its
own date, as it carries th< initials H.R. and A. R. 1nteﬂvqned
in a frue lovér’s sknot, and Anne Bnleyn had but a shor®period
as Queen; the carlieS: stone hllﬂdlj;lg in Cambridge which ghows
Italian influence is che Gate of Hnncrur at .Cams, er~ctcd half »~
century later, -« - -
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- munify sp1rg-f va the 'rulanthmpiot' anch{bther insti-
tutions &nd mueh ére ﬂppﬂrtﬁnity f.iir the indi-
- vidual to lead his own hfe in his -:an way. This
1S nﬂtmeablc both in the n‘admg compames and
«m Such charities as schecﬁls or hospitals. This
(11;?151011 is convenient, too, because with Phlﬁp and
Mary the long period of the decay of corporite
towns appears to havé come to an end, and there
was a vm:," general revival of funicipal life in the
early part of the seventeenth centurv.#But the
whole character of the towns, and theid policy ang
aims, underwent an extraordinary chéinge. In the
Middle Ages they had been ngccntmd each
pur&:umg a policy of its m‘ T, and with lhttle
opportunity of expansion; " the possibilitics of
growth were limited by the area of food supply.
But in modern times cach town has come to aim
at playing a parl in the life of the realw ; it has been
‘able to make the most of its special advantfges,
and hadad opportunities of sharing in expansion
as the commerce of the nation extended to new .
areas. The towns came under national control in
many matters which they had hitherto regulated
themselves, end they also partook of the prosperity e
which was being carefully fostered by the Crown
and Parhament. These méasi®cs were not always
welf Gevised as nieans to the end in vie®, andetg?i
attemipts to carry thera out caused much incon-
. venience and irfitatios: butll:II on thg whole the

- —

\
1
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towns proshered.which allowec the hselves torfedl
in with theynatioral policy, emecmllv in rtgard to
‘the reception of ahens.

o=

-

H

.|1. -

I. RENAIsSANCE BeILDINGS.

1. Market-Places.—Great pains were taken during’
the Elizabethan period with the regulation and
control of the markets the principle which it was
desired t{} enforce Was no longer that®he town
should be. ~awvell supplied from its own neighbour-
Mood. and uthat the {forestallers and regraters
should be d:gouraged,=but that the middlemen
who distributcd. the food supply of the reg,,]r”
should have their ﬁgportumty, though a preference
was still given to local consumers. The clerk of
__the market was an important officer. H¢ had
been originally concerned with purvevance for
the rayval hovsehold, but he came to have a
general supervision over weights and measures
and market transactions. This part of s work
was dissociated from the Court under Charles E,
and the responmbﬂ]ty was cast upon the Mayor,
whose business it was to see that local needs”
were cared for, while he was also responsible for
noting the stoeks of corn and seeing that there
‘was no injurious” 3peculation in holding them
hack. The emtward and visible” sign which® has
been perpetuated is the beM-turret, which is vory.
commonly found in the town halls or near the

e
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market,s L t{ e contmenta; to*g ns it was
% it
COMMOR enﬂugh q"f have a P-cll tover and to

summon the citizens by & Toesin, and'¢his feature
appears in the Scottish tnﬁ}l halls; but in medieval
Hngland the townsTeem to'have relied on the bells
- some church. for public summons” or or the
duritw, and the erection of bell-turrets for market
regulation was a new departure.

- The chief change which-toek place at this time
in the market-places was one which cangdardly be
assoclated with any political organisgiion; but it
is at least intelligible that in an agglin which, gs
Harrison reminds us, therc was a grgatly developed

\Tfhtfease of domestic Eﬂmf{}_rﬁl,::/_ “there should be
attempts to provide shelter against the weather;
these were very general in England, and curiously
absent in Scotland. In many cases the market
cross was added to, so as to provide shelter from
the weather, especially by makiﬁrg a pefithous
round the cross. This was done at Sherborne in
stone, a¥l there were wooden crosses of the same
at Brackdey and Cranborne, and at *Cambridge;
.an claborate cross of this kind was given to
Ipswich, and onc may still be scen at Mildenhall,
This seemsfto have been a very common type,
and to have been incorperated.in the large muni-
cipal buildings & Farrham hnd Tenb3JL and Bath.’

- o

* Compare the market rejulations for Ygrk in 1550 {Drake,
"Eboracum, 218). - -

0

. - "
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There wasl ;si:nm'(‘ tendeney} to HI‘Et':téqI;l.{}t mere}y:a

roof, but >a chasaber over mf'e Illal‘kﬂt eross; at
North Wa.sham and? Wymondham these rooms
appear to hive beenmiri-ginall%f used for purposes
of storage. A still nghre curtous develdpnrent (’{
the erbss Steurred when this elaborated struettpe
was replaced by a building in stone or brick;%uth
was the high cross at Leicester, and the market
crosses at York and as Wakefield, or .fs;h:: butter
CI OSS€S '."&Bll’l‘w'ﬂll ncar Louth, and at Barnard
Lastle.  Stll more extensive is the claboration
of accommddation at _the cross at Lynn, while
in other plavgs large market-houscs or shelters
were cirected whi™Ng_were quite independent ofrhe
cross; there is sueh® a chepyng at ‘Kingsbridge
and at Chipping Camden and the market-Qouse*
at St. Albans. |

2. The Corp Trade—One great {feature of
"Elizabethan England was the improvement of local
communication and the development of a corn
trade both for the better distribution ¢t the fogd
supply of “the realm and for export. ~ Phe new
opportunities of working for a market, instead of .
prosecuting subsistence farming, gave an extra-
ordinary impulse to agriculture in many districts, -
especially in thesewwhith had lacilities for com-
municatioz, Ry -water. Tiere were some tp=ms,
Lke Farnham, “which became centres at which

. ¥ Britton, Beaun'ms‘, vii. 197, A2 ..
4,
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_su,pphef_-; for t C L} ndﬂn demand,’ wers colleeted;
they develﬂped g gf«eat trade 11"'* corn’ and corn
=wxchanges mark the gr thf}rf the tradat Shrews-

bury, wheré the gpen areade of the beautiful
jhau-k -house succedded hohises* which had been
35*11"‘ for this purposc in 1567. Whilt the corn
trade was important to some towns from the part
they took in it, 1t was of general importance became
it helped ¥o remove a bartier to progress.t The
development of a town was no longer-2onfined,
since the food supply could be drauj_tpfmm thg
realm at large, and was_not derivid from the
Jeighbouring fields, London was :ﬁlﬁ‘ city which
toox advantage of this uppmﬂ;/f‘gf of c¢xpansion,
and the cfforts to confine fts population within
manageable proportions ceased with Klizabeth and
Charles, though its growth continued to he an ebject
of jealousy to outports and of anxicty to Petty.

Another of the nccessaries of life in which
internal trade sprang up, so that local resources
ceased to ve of such importance, was the supply of
fuel. Lorfidon becamc dependent on” Ncwcastle
4qr_sea coal in the seventeenth century,. but the
inlana eoalfields were not developed till an example.
of navigation was sct by the cutting of the Bridge-
water Canal. | |

" f’ﬂllhps ShTE'LEJSb‘HTy, i 1;; 5.

1 TFhere was an abundant sypply in the réalm, as England mu y

ceasedd to P oan expﬂrtmg ‘country and became an lmpﬂrtmg'
muntry in the period from 1470 to 179{].

-
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3. The (‘.Zoth g’mdﬁ —The c-oth : rade was tge
areat export trade of the reX{™, a and much pams
was taken by the Ggvernment tﬂ extend it by.
| obtaining aceess to new markets, and by promoting
| imp‘EGVEIHEHf‘% such g the di¥usion ofthe *&1{: of
spinnitg. ®There are mqny monuments vhigh
shaw how particular districts shared in this iffd ds-
trial, development; such as the yarn market at
Dunster, which closelys rescmbles a bu{ter CTOSS;

the»{;}ﬂth halls, where the domestic weavers
Llisposed o1 their goods at Halifax. Thc upper part
of the market hall was used as a market for

Yelsh flanne.g by the drapers of Shrewsbury.*

Attempts to Mgrove this trade were madec®oy
the introduction of ®Valloons and other foreign
aliens, who were settled in the Strangers’ HJouses
ot Stamford and Norwich, and carried on their cali-
ings in the mill at Colchester, or did their weaving
Yin factories, one of which survives at Dedham.

. 4. Town Halls.—Apart from the developments
of trade -and its differentiation to whichrthe monu-
ments tesdify, there scems to have bece anin-
creascd sense of dignity, and there was mug

‘act1v1ty in the building of town bhalls. Thmdyﬁ
were more and more the agents of’ r&ydl adminis-
tration, both -11\2.1‘.1; ts to provide employment
and to mawlwd n tI» community. James L

ppears to have been personally interested in the
o -
* Phillips, Shrew~bury, i. "il65 . )

. -

- n- . I - -
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cqlaplsatmn a Ul»ter * but it was only by the
assistance of the W1y companias that he could
sarry it into effect.t 'Tilf [he time of James II.
the Governments endeavigured to »maintain a
gongral of the towns] and it s at all events possible
&‘:a’"* this sense of civie importance fotad EXpres-
sivn in civie bmldmga Some were the results of
individual public spirit, like the beautiful town,
hall at Royhwell in Northamptonshire; others were
the work of well-known architects, like.she town
hall which Inigo Jones erected at Bath,] or that
which was built at Windgor by Sir Christopher
Syren. A substantial town hall of _a similar type
was erccted at:Bridgnorth in xG40. These halls
show a curlous f@?ﬁ'ﬁ%‘i’ﬁn to the type of the town
hall at Much Wenlock, as there is an arcade below
and a hall above, In some cases pleaentmg a con-
siderable frontage, and in others showing the gable
end as a, prominent feature. The town-hall® a
Petei'barﬁugh' 1s an example in stone, and there
are mmﬂm buildings in wood at Thdxted and
Dunmow. ~

m%uid already experience of the efforts of Fife gentlemen to
colonise toc T.ewes.. -

. ¥ The town Fall of Coleraine is an interesting monument of
the scheme of guvemment -

I Warner, Bath, 227, - /

§ Fa the seventeentlr centur y T the government of $he town was
no longer associated with the gild and its acclesiastical asp™—*—~
nor d~1 it epter into the ep/>yment of dJsu*‘“ed gild premises;
these modern buildmg“ are tovn halls, not guﬂdhalla ‘
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5. Natrongl Aiminigtratiﬂ-n.uhlanif of the 150%_ |
interesting monuraents of thi&?i}eriga in ovr towns
are buildings which Yere erected in connectiony
with nationsl adminisiration, Particular towns
had qbeen used for syth purposes in tie 'Mic@
Ages—us, Tor example, the staple towns*—%
they have left few monuments behind. But oz
. the seventeenth century dates the Custom House
 at Lynn; there is even warlier evidence ()\f national
care for fhe safety of shipping in the provision
which was made for the organisation of Trinity
House at Deptford and in Newecastle énd in Hull.
Odcasional pravision had been made by medieval
towns for lights ~and facilities in entering tHTr
own harbours, by BDoston Stump and at St.
Andrews and Cley, but the success of Winstapley's
determined effort to raise a lighthouse at Plymouth
showed what could be done. Since his time such
provision has “been steadily made as a work of
national importance. '

~ [I. ADDITIONAL AREAS. ~ ~

1. Residential.—In modern towns the effort
keep the towns within the limits laid _de™l by

their neighbourhood has ceased, and the possibility #

of expansWd by the building of new
areas. L s+ ne example by the laying-out

A |
* On the staple at Boston, srm P. Thompson, Bosloy, 55,
Yarmouth was made’a staple town-#h 1369{Blomef#d, Ji. 96).

A - -

F
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5}' ﬁesidential ﬂuarters in Bloomsbury and Mayfair;
the olde ty]ge t}g cﬁtﬁdnr house ~vas abandoned in
Javour of the modern town flouse. Similar changes
occurred In many muntfftmﬁms, such as York
yﬂr}r, Wwhere thé gentry Nad their winter houses;
~iere were great additiohs at’ Bath, which became
& tashionable resort, and 'a still more striking
development in the laying out of the new town of
Edinbur%}]. e P
2. Indusirial.—But there have also bren great
developments of industrial life. Water power
came to be of importance, as well as facilities for
traffic, and the older industrial eentres, like thésc
in “the FEastern Counties a.ﬁ;l/!uﬁhe Cotswolds,
werc unable to take part Th the new departure.
The eloth industry migrated to the Stroud Valley
and to Yorkshire; and these were the. areas where
‘machine production had established itsclf when
the invention of steam rendered industrye less
‘dependent on the existence of watcer power.

wh,
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