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PREFACE.

wer @G0 »

I visited Sitakund in 1880, during the .
Siva- Chaturdast festival. From the notes then
recorded by me, 1 wrote a paper on the Shrines

of the place, which was read before the Asiatic
Socicty of Bengal on the 2nd March, 1881.

“ This paper, with some additions and alterations,
is now presented before the public.

It was owing to the kindness of the late
Pandit Bhairava Chandra Nyayaratna of Chit-
tagong, that I was able to obtain copies of
some of the sacred writings to which reference
is made in the following pages. To my old and
revered tutor, Pandit aris Chandra Xaviratna,
of the Presidency College, my thanks are also
duc for his kindly going through the proof-
sheets, and helping me with his suggestions.

- A. S
Caleutta, June 15th, 1884.



) THE

SHRINES OF SITAKUND.

*

Sitdkund is an outpost in the Police cirele of
Kumiria attached to the Sudder Subdivision”of the
distriet of Chittagong in Bengal, It is bounded on
~ the east by the Sitakund range, on the west by the
Bay of Bengal, on the north and south by the Ku-
miria and Merkaserai thanas respectively, the popu~
lation by the last Census being 36,581 souls.

The city of the same name (lat. 22° 87’ 55”"; long.
01° 43’ 40”), which is at a distance of 24 miles to the
north of the Sudder Station, is not mentioned by
name in the Ayeen Akbery; but it appears to have
been a place of considerable importance at the time
when Chittagong first came into the possesa.ion of
the English, Mr. Harry Verelst, the first Chief of
Chittagong, who afterwards succeeded Mr, Vansittart
in the Governorship of Benrrftl reported his arrival .
from this place on the 3drd January, 1761.* Lord

» % Mr, Cotton’s Memorandum on the Revenue History of Chittae
UL, Page o, |

1 . .
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Tewnmouﬂl visited it in 1778,% and Sir- Wﬂh&m
Jones in 1786, It was also znﬂpected and described
by Captain Pogson in 1831, and Sir Joseph Hfm
in 1854.§ Sitakund still continues to h&fa its posis
tion as as place of note in the district. Tt has: g,
moonsifee of its own, which, though Btlﬂ going hy

its name, has, however, been recently removed {'ﬁ:ﬁi

adjacent place. The trade of Sitakund is not inicons

siderable, lying as it does on the Grand Trunk Road

bhetween Dacen and Chittagong, which is always fit

for wheeled traffic, and being accessible mthmgﬁ
short distance by boats throughout the year. There"

is not certainly a more beautiful place on earth.
Nuature has adorned it with all that is sublime and:
beautiful in creation. It is a meet residence for
gods. The grand mountaing, the beautiful wa.ter-_;;;
falls, the volcanic springs, the clear streams, fﬁa
thick forests, and their conflagrations at night, the
numberless odorous flowers, the fragrant breeze and
the sweet song of birds,—~these no one can fﬂrgetp

. .1 E

who has once been there. i a

% LordTeignmouth’s Memnoirg of Sir Willilam Jones, Vol, II p 55

¥ "Il TLetier from Sir William Jones to Mr, Justice Hyde. - _' |

t Pogson’s Narrative during a Tour to Chateegaon, p. 204. The
dato of Pogson’s visit to Sitakund, as given by the late Dr. Oldham, -
guoting Corbyn, in his paper onghe Thermal Springs of Indin edited -
by his son, is 1778, (Vide p. 69, Part 11, Vol. XIX. Momoirs of
tho (leological Survey of India.}) But this is not correct, as will bé
~geen from ‘Captain Pogson’s own Narrative. It was Lord Jeign-
month who visited tho place in 1778.

§ Hooker's Himalayan Jonrnals, Vol, II, p. 3562.
‘ »

+
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1t 1s, however, from a rehgwus pmlt of ﬂew,
that the place is held in the greatest esteem In |
Eastern Bengal, which is condemned by the ortho-
dox as the, Mlegeha country, mot visited by the

Pindavas (qreaafsaaw), there is no place so re-
nowned as Sitakund. It is one of the 51 _a_acred
Pithas (%Y#),* on which fell scattered the li,mhs' of .
Sati, the consort of Siva, whose dead body was cut
to pieces by the discus of Vighnu. “On Chandra- -
sekhara in Chittagong in Eastern Bengal,” says the

Adipuwrdna,t < there is a place of great sanctity, which-

¥ qrd TeaTEd SEYRERYT |
FAFEYT WATAT WITAT 7H AT 0 .
fa wergIraat ﬁmrrﬁﬁ'eﬂﬁ
g QefHey: |

Vide Sir Raja Radhakantn Deva's Sabdakalpadruma, Vol I,
p. 2150, and Vol. VI, p. 702 (supple ment) 1st Edition.

5B Tifag wF wgE
BTIRY CRTS] SHCHLL 18T N
TIAEHH AT SHRATIH ¢
gFTA o9 faet #itm
Detu of composition of Annaddmanyaia, 8. 1674=1753 A. D.
cxw wiea aft 2w & faafan
H% WrE 4% Sty Tfas afoet
¢ Sarfuwfd A% Pw wia TER |
w o Femy wed SRAeT |

) Adlpumna, Vide. p. 106 Chandrasekhara Mﬁhatmrn -
" by Uma Charan Moeokerjea. |
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ig the fﬂ,vmnqte and seeret resort of the gods,”? # We
* have heard before,” the Rishis said in the _Demwdﬂm, B
“of Silakund situate on the mount of Chandrasekhm,i_;
a spring known throughout India,which is the puris-
fier of thesthree worlde”. ¢ Ayodhya, Muttra, Muya
(Hurdwar), Benares, Kinchi (Conjeveram), Avanti
(Ojjein), and Dwéraké—these seven places are the digs -
pensers of salvation. In Benares, Mainika, Ekémra-
vana (Bhubanesvara), Kailis and Sumeru, Siva
constantly dwells. During the Kali Yuga,” says
Vishnu to his consort, in the Vdrdhi Tantra,t ¢ Chittg- ;
gong is the habitation of the gods.” 8o again Siva
said in the Innga Purana,} “1 shall dwell with thee,0 -

* Grargd 7 vF SRy |
g ACET mmﬂﬂﬁqﬂq N |
o MEFIOT I shewred ﬁmw
R %’?ﬁﬁmﬁrtﬂ{iﬁm } |
$ 1wmnmwﬁﬁwml |
A a‘r(ﬁr?r 97 gRar afwziiasn |
lrrmr@r o Ramy vareaTiT v )
SHTHA IRy SRIfEEETEE: |
@y vyl fanl a&INewlaa: |
waT Wy i 2Tt wsd o
fa NNt ﬁ“‘lﬂrtmmwﬁm
RaTq: 93T |
} @rwrarg feardig TV wREHeER |
N9 9% Ffgwifa ga g8 7UaR 1)

Linga Purana, Vide. p, 105, Chandrasekhara M4 hit-
mya by Uma Charan Mookerjea.
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fair-faced one, on Chandrasekhara in B”ﬁngal for the _‘f
good of men.” The sanctxty of the shrines of Sitas
kund is a ‘favourite theme with the writers of tha_
Puranas and Tantras; and passages bearing on the
subject need not be multiplied. The shrines atiract
pilgrims from all parts of Bengal, Behar, and Oriss®,
as also from the North-Western Provinces. The Sives
Chaturdasi festival, according to Dr. Hunter,* is &t—"
tended by ten to twenty thousand piigrims. The mis:
nor gatherings, at the eclipses of the sun and moon,
and at like oceagions, number from two to four thou-
sand devotees. « .
The leading works which treat of these shnnes

are (1) Devipurdna, (2) Virdhi Tantra, (8) Chinna~
masté Tantra. Passing mention of them may also be
found in the following works: Adipurana, langa
Purana, A'di Brahma Purana, Churamant Tantra,
Yogint Tantra, Vayw Purana, Bhavishya Purana,
Tantrasdra, and Kdlimdahatmya. A passage  WHaTH~
RATG R RYTYs 3 "is generally referred to the Amarae
Losha. In Colebrooke’s excellent edition of the Die-
tionary, I searched for the passage in vain, but
hava succeeded in tracing it to the Ma?mlmgeswm-
Tantra in the prayer of a hundred names addressed
to Siva. The exact age, in which the aforesaid
Tantras and Puranas were written, cannot be a8cer=
tained. According to Dr. Monier Wﬂli&ms, ¢ 1f the
ﬂldf;st known Purana is not older than the sixth or

# Vide Huntar s Btatistical Account of Chittagong, p. £82.
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seventlr cepfury, an’ Eﬂrhm date ean scﬂ,rcely be. b
tributed to the oldest known Tantra,”% There i 13 no;ﬁﬁ
mention of Chittagong, or of the shrines of Sitakund,
either in _the Rémdyana, or in the. Mmhabhumtmf
According to Dr. Hunter,t there is mention in the,
latter cpic of Trilochana, a powerful king of Tlppﬁ-::::

rah, who is supposed to have been cﬂntempﬁrarygf
with Yudhishthira; but T have failed to trace 1t,
though I came across two passages which speak ¢f:
the conquest of that kingdom by Sahadeva and Ear-fg;
na.p We also know that the early kings of Tippe-*
rah were staunch Sivaites, and that a portion of the:
expenses of the Sitakund shrines is stil] defrayed b}"
the Tipperak Raj.§ Dr. Hunter|| has also informed".
us, that “in 1512 the Tipper alL General cnnquere&}_j
Chittagong.” But when these shrines, nOW B0 celow

¥ Dr. Monier Williams's Indinn Wisdom, page 604.
1 Huntm 8 Btatistical Account of Hill Tipperah, page 464

i S92 AR war et o
forsare st TIRINH | W=y -
vfa ewrrdfy fafasrausfa m&lﬁmﬁ o
mm* l
. _ 8o '-'mwa g et wwr o

THA 99TH fafafsing FCATETT QI 1| € 4

<faat fowaray ww faen qEICYTH | |

famy Trfewidy YINITHIG FAI: e N
TRIcwH iR Sregraed e w&ﬁwﬁﬁ
e fis Rpreraarogre: o+

§ Bahoo Kailas Chandra Sinha’s Chronicles of Tipperah, o8 B, -
i MHuntor's Statistical Account of i} Tipperah, p. 465. _'
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brated, were first eat&bh&had has fot yet Been deter—-
mined. It is remarkable that they were not. vzﬂxted_
by. Hwen Thsang, the Chinese traveller, nor even by
the great Chaitanya who is known to have made a-
pilgrimage to all fhe known shrines of his time.
There can, however, be no doubt as to th'e'_ir___redént’..
establishment. Most of the shrines are su-ppoaed.to_j__‘
have become endued with merit,only in the Kali Yuga.
Among the springs mentioned by Captain Pogson in
1831, 18 Chandur or Chandra Kund, “said to have ap-
peared within the last four months.”* In a list of
objects of antiquarian interest issued by the Govern<
ment of Bengal, it is said that the temple of Sam-
bhunath was built about 450 years ago, and that of
Barabakunda fbout.400 years ago, but on what
evidence I cannot say.t |

Sitakund (Spring of Sita) derives its name from
a spring consecrated to Sita, the deified heroine of
the Rimdyana, The spring, Lhowever, is no longer
in existence. A traditign prevails, that there was
at one time a dispute befween the followers of
Vishnu and Siva about the possession of the spring,
and that the dispute was referred for arbitration to
one Kali Charan Roy, a zemindar and dewan in the

* Captain Pogeon’s Narrative during a Tour io Chateegunn, |
. 204,

+ A T.ist of the {}b]ects of Antiquarian Interest in the Lower .
Meheinces of Bengal compiled at the Bengal Secrctariat ander the
orders of the Government of India, 1879,
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local Colléutorate,* whﬂ, 11: is pnid, cause& %he
to be filled up to terminate the difference.  Avdord
ing to another account, the destruction of the spring
“was effected by the then Mohunta - of Eitakunﬁ
The present Mohunta informe# me tha.t lm
made several attempts to restore the amred &
but that, though he had- dug deep all a,ra{l"‘” ha
site indicated by the sacred books, he could ‘Hnik
no trace of the spring. His belief was, that theva
had beenatthe place no such spring as is describi
in the sacred books, and he told me as & reason. for
this belief, that the Pplace in question was"'fot_m:&
devoid of all trace of bitumen which was found - by
him in the adjacent hot Eprings.f

1 -]

% Kali Charan Roy was dewan "of tho U]uttagong Cnlienfﬂrmﬁg
from 1785 to 1700. He wag one of the farmers with whom M¥, (i_t:ﬁ;
win concluded the Settlement in 1774. On the 5th Jandary, 17ﬁﬁ, *ﬁ*"

- Crofts, who at that time was Collector of Chittagong, ml&hﬂ ,

title, and interest in the island of Moiscal, for Ra, 40,000 mm
Charan Roy. Thelatter warsucceeded in the property’ hyhinmﬂw
Probhabaty, who did not die till 1826. Sho had no children of hee
own, but adopted one Ghund}r Churn, who died in 1820, -] avi
son, Shorut Chunder. 8horut being n minor, the ea’satre ﬂm&ruﬂ
Probhabuty’s death, under the Coart of Wards. Shorut- ﬂ-hnn&&'g
died recently, and thie present zeminder is his som, Kmlﬂah Chuss
dor. Vide Mr. Cotton’s Memorandum on the Revﬂnue tistory &

Chittagong, pages 165-6, and page 223. -
+ When this paper was read before the Asiatic Enmety ﬁf B"':--_ 1 3

Mr. V. Ball romarked that though it may be true that thm Bﬁ?ﬁr
was a hot spring in the locality mentioned, the absence of 1 m
of bitumen was uo proof of its non-cxistence. Vide Pmceetﬂ:*gg of

the Agiatio Bocioty of Bengal for March, 1881, page Bl

r\




THE SHRINES OF RITAKOND. o 9

Captain Pogson described Sitakund* as «of pum :
limpid water,” though Birabakunda is the only spring
Le actually visited. He, however, subsequently ob~
tained information of the other springs, and semt -
'a careful person to bring & descriptioneand some
bottles of water from each. The following account: -
quoted by Captain Pogson from a Gazefieer 18 notewor- '_
thy :+ “ Abouttwenty miles to the north of Islamabad -
;s u remarkable hot well (named Seetacoond}, the sur-
faceof which may be inflamed by the application of
fire. Like all other remarkable phenomena of nature,
it is esteemed sacred by the Hindoos, as is likewise an-
other hot spring near to Monghir.,” As will present-
Iy be seen, the spring of Sitakund is described in
the Devipuranc as hotemmatered and igneous, which
agrees with the above extract from the Gazetleer. Bui
as Sitakund is also. the name of the outpost con-
taining all the groups of springs and shrines at the
locality, I think it is unsafe to conclude, that the
specilic spring Sitakund existed at the time when
the passages above referred to were written.} If the

% (laptain Pogson’s Nurrative during 2 Tour to Chateegaon, ps204,

+ 1bid, page 49,

¥ The popular belief is, that the spring of brtakand is still in
cxistonca,  In lig elever novel, called Chandranath after the god on
§ I Chandrasekhiara Lill, the sceond edition of which appeared lagt
year, Baboo Khettra Pal Chakravarti makes the hero visit Sita-

kund (p. 208) ir 1266 B, 8., that is, about 25 years ago. All old i

peeTang, howevor, who have visited the place, agree in saying that
tho spring has not been in existence for a much longer time. Daraban

9 | .
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spring’ exigled in 1831, at the time when Captain
Pogson wrote his Narrative, it must have been de-
stroyed in recent times. But the destruction of a
spring, held in such-an esteem by the Hindoos, would
not have failed to attract the notice of the authori-
ties., I am not aware of any official report regard.
ing the destruction of the spring. .

The following account is given in the Devipurana¥®
of the shrine, and of its destruction ;

40-41.—The Rishis said: We have heard before of
Sitakund, situate on the mount of Chandrasekhara, a
spring known throughout India, which is the purifier
of the three worlds. If thou hast any kindness for
us, O sun of knowledge, do thou tell us of it, and
thereby dispel our ignorange; for about this people
ask of us.

42-3.—The Suta replied: For the performance of *

kunda, and not Bitakund, 14 about 20 milos to the north of Olitta.
rong.
¥ OREg W
FIATHE 7 97 A ASTAIEAY |
IAFNATHIG A VATEGATTAY 1| 80
* giq &fe BT ATY AYY FIAHTHHT |
CHIFAHHR T VA 7557 432t | 9 )

©dq 9979 |

SHrEREAYTAIY FEHIG AT 9
YN AR Y e fatatEa e
qigarfufatass famaamas fron
waywifyd TH: adiqanafaneg i v |
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sita’s ablution, O twice-born ones, and fc:r'theipuriﬁ-
cation of men, was made that spring, the most secret
angd beantiful, volcanic, deep, hot-watered, surrounded
by trees as by an umbrelly, forniing one continuous

£rove. .

44.—In that lake bathed Sita, born of the Earth,
with hier husband and brother-in-law, and devoutly
offered oblations to her favourite deity, .

45,—There also bathed the lions among the twice-
born, as also the chiefs of sares and Munis, who have
attained perfection, dwelling to the north of i,

46.-~What account shall T give of thig spring, the
most sanctifying of all? 1 shall only recount its
moerits: listen to me, O most excellent of the twice-
born. .

47.~¥When Rama, debarred from aecession to his
father’s throne, had gone to the hermitage of Sara-
bhanga, he went, in accordanece with his direction, to
a city lying towards the north-east,

79 Grar gigatsi S 293w & |
@A 7% w2 29tqe say TAR: o us |
v 97 fremw giae=ramen |
fagr vy 9f@ qaafasiiaa §ee
fa awat ey ANTImiTY Iy |
- grgiie ag wieTal UM FEuwan | oed )
AT YT TR ANFEF T97 |
AZIAW YA g GATHCYTIAAT 1§ 89 o
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48 9.—In th at city he saw a revered sage, versed in
the knowledge of Tirthas, a veritable ocean of know-
ledge, long-armed, clad in yellow garments, and with
matted hair, As soon as he saw him, le reverently
saluted him with a meek heart, and enquired of him,
“ Why dost thou, O Lord, live here alone, beamea,red _.
with ashes ?” R

50-oh—That sage,whose whole body was besme&red;
with ashes, then opening lhis eyes, saw Rama, the
holy, the eternal, the best of men, accompanied by
sita, and Lakshmana, and thus addressed him :

02.—*1 have heard that thou hast taken thy birth
in the line of kings, only for our liberation from the -
dire bonds of the world.

53-4.—* How great is thy fortune, who art followed

G0 I WY wzrawayIfioeg |
PRawe Ty Ay WIAGURY | 4% Y

TP AWl 9§ Y9 Wl fragwras: |

wqwa ford Jawed fayfaueay | 8¢ |
AAGEER AT TFT UH GATHAY |
FARTFH U Wad TERAHRY | o |
wargw 1ga< g glafaylmyrc |

= UsHER g FaREstafEann wn
QT GaAFY SHHEHATE |

WIS R Faaa TR s W fE o w0
% 9rar yiuatsr sfaifgfgagfaarn

FUINGr ARHRT 1970 5L 579 1 4R
ggtaa 39 o vy wfafgag
TRTHMT A1 wTRTETERiET § v .
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by this Sita, born of the Earth, with hér. hair un-

bound, the dispenser of salvation, worshipped even

by Siva. o
55.,—¢ On the north side of the Indian Sea, there 8

a spring bearing her name, well known throughﬂut:';"."

India, which is the purifier of the three worlds,
Know her not merely as thy Wlfe Verily she is
Yoganidrd herself. "

56.—— Deeds unaccomphshable by thee can easlly -
be achieved by her; she is destined by the Fates to
humiliate thy pride {to eclipse thy glory). o

57-00.—< It is through my good fortune alone, O
Rama, that thou hast come here with her. On the
mount of Chandrasekhara, southwest of this country,
was built by Siva, a spring of her name, Behold that
spring, Sitakund, glowing with fire, situate on-the
west of Sambhunath, south of the Vayu hills, north 6f

VT AW Feala aawTeEag )

& a9 Bfewt uw gwfasafawd 1 gy 1
AR T TZ GATIQIGTHAH |
agrfuai® w9 7 fafuTar fasifamar 1 v o
HH WIETWIRT® FHYT gRYfEA: |

Aretg FaagiRy AremRET fachi us )
9 WA AR TS (75175 |
SRUSIE T ﬁqw:mﬁ:ﬁzi‘“ﬂw NS )
AfIFET 97 w:mﬁﬂﬂﬁ e 4
sifadTiy: Tt mgzrrﬁmﬂﬁsaq I e n
V@Y g WRIgw Srarara fagifeay
T RAegwr 971 Fg gl 1 <o 8
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K

Nibhigangd; west of the Phalgu, helow Jyotirmaya.
That Sita is thy cheering congort.”

61-3.—Thus speaking, the excellent sage fixed his
eycs on them. Greatly wondering, Rama passed the
night there with his wife and brother, and at dawn
visited Chandrasekhara in the company of the well-
wishing Muni who, on arriving there, went into the
spring, and facing the sun chanted the two-lettered
mantra,

04-66.—Then, leaving Rama at the place, there
steppedinto the spring Sita, the primitive energy, the
revealer of the seat of Brahma, adored by Anan-
ta and other gods, blue as a eloud, ever complacent,
three-eyed, red-lipped and fair-haived, her form glow-
Ing with fire, adorned with eight hands, and surround-
ed with banner and chimara (yak-tail).

TE & qiare g fad@mda

Stuw IsAtaa Twatatgm 4 ¢y g
THIRPII WARq I@ATGTaR"T: |
74} e el @ iwm qRiza g g
@ Afarcas gwas; qafga
FRfenEaET TUTHEY FI | €3
<rH ety &1 9 gy gafgar

A IATE IV wSgafETiaE | gy
wraeiaar 9t sxuoystyar |
WTHAITGH sTsrarRCIfaar 4 gy 1

g fefiTragr geydtaye:foe |
Yitewia: gueyr aeEreawiyat ) €¢
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67.—Standing on the margin, Rama saw Sita im-
mersed inthe spring. Believing the spring to have
destroyed her, dear to him as hfe, he addressed these
words to the Muni ¢

68-9.—“This spring shalt remain in exiséence for
the first four thousand years of the Kali age, and
shall atter that time vanish from the sight of man.
Whoever out of devotion will drink the water, shall
obtain the same fruit as may be got by immersion,
and shall not live any longer upon earth.”

70-71,—8aying this, the foe of Rivana went to the
Mani hill, Having viewed the linga and bathed in the
Lavanikhya, he gratified the sage with humble and
respectfal words, and then returned to Chandra-
selchara.,

AZH TUa: qud /9T geefagifeay | -
w6 AR §E (g9 TgIwst | 9 |
wanw & wfaeciad asaagaia

- gaggesafn au it SwwEay €= )
fad § HHATII AT RV W9 |
s g g O T &igg ww fFa e
FRETAEH WG 7 Yagna wia
TFEY vAwiEie=agEa i oo y
aat eyl frafed sawat faasra |
YIM IFNET 991 Aianta
gwEa Ty AT faagiisa: § o |
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72.—~Then Rama, dehghted at&ﬂ:ed mth Bita and
his brother, for the banks of the Godévarf, RS A

According to the above acconnt, Rama, h&ﬁn‘g
visited the hermitage of Sarabhanga, by his direes:
tion turned towards a®north-eastern -city, wh&raff
another sage informed him, that on the ﬂouth-wa%;g@;
of that city, there was a sacred spring of the nami
of his consort Sita (Sitakund), who, he was mformeﬁf-
to his surprise, wag no other than Yoganidra herself |
Rama is then said to have visited this spring in the
company of his wife and brother and the learned
sage. Finding Sita immersed ip the spring, whither.
she had gone to bathe without his knowledge, Rama:
thought she had been drowned, and tyrsed the
spring as the destroyer of the princess. According
to the malediction which, be it ﬂb%erved, 18 nob tﬂ?
have immediate effect, the spring would cease to be
visible to human eyes, at the end of four. thousshd.
years of the fourth age. The Chinnamastd Tﬂnﬁmi‘f
'is, however, ready with another explanation of ttm
origin ﬂf the shrine and of its dlsappe&r&nce* I‘tf
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relates that the spring was the scene of the ordeal-
by fire of Sita, that it was excavated by the hand’
of the great Hanumat, and that it was cursed by
Sita herself as the site of her sufferings. Thﬁf
explanation itself is, however, less impogtant than
the manner of its narration. Sita is not described:
there merely as Yoganidri herself, or the Primeval
Sakti or Energy, and Rama the divine hero who

would curb the pride of the Rakshasas,

Lney are.

the veritable Supreme Duad, the spiritual guides of
Siva and his consort who came over to the shrine
to offer their oblations. The spiritual guide, aceord-
ing to Hindoo ideas, it is well known, is the embodi-
meat of the Deity itself on earth. The recﬂgﬁiti{m
accordingly of Rama and Sita as the spiritual guides
of Siva and his consort is sionificant. A tradition
has been mentioned above, which attributes the
filling np of the spring to a dispute between the
Qivaites and Vishouvites. It would therefore seem,
that this second legend was probably written aba

period of Vishnuvite EHPIEBIIIELCY.
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Howeven 1t may bave been, apart from the eon-
tradictory nature of the two accounts which in itself
furnishes a strong argument against their ﬂutheqti-_-
city, both of them--internally incoherent and Cdﬂf‘:j_.:-':
tradictory, as they are—have not the impress of the -
high authority of Valmiki, the most ancient writer -
on the life and deeds of Rama, and perhaps the one,
who in consequence describes them with the nearest
approach to truth. It is true that a fow placesin::
the Chittagong Division bear the name of Rama, -
80 that it might apparently seem that the prince -
had something or other to do with them. There ig, |
for instance, Ramoo, where it is said Rama com~
menced the Setubandba bridge, but, preferring
not to enter by the postern gate the ecapital of
Ravana (to which the bridge would haveled him, had ..
he gone that way), he turned round, and constructed
a separate bridge at Ramesvara to lead him to the
frout gate of the metropolis of Ceylon, In the Pdsdl
Purt (lit. the nether world), in a cavern in the hill of ..
Chandranath to which reference will presently he'
made, a huge stone is pointed out as the cOOking‘:--f.QE
utdfsil f Sita. Similarly, a place or two in the
adjoining districts of Noakhally and the Hill Tracts,
may be mentioned as bearing the name of Rama -
and his wife. This reason, however, does not com-:
- mend itself as very conclusive, For it is a fact that
may be well established by numerous instances, that
the Brahmins took delight in associating shrines
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with renowned names in thelr rahgmns hxaim'y', ..
order to ensure and enhance their sanctity.* Regarﬁ-
ing Rama alone, thug we read of the Doobmapﬁraj;_:
rocks far off in the district of Beerbhoom, consisting
of stones that fell off from his derial chgriot 01_{-1;_13"’3
return from the Himalayas, when he had gone up’
there to fetch stones for the construction of his
bridge to Ceylon. Adjacent places are shown, -as.
where his wife Sita sat and bathed. A boulder m"
the mneighbourhood is also pointed out, as having
been caused by Ravana’s attending a call of natured
In the same way, Rama’s advent is also claimed for ':
the province of Origsa, (wrongly identifying it wi’th'
Kishkindhyd mentioned in the Ramayana), where the
Rajah of Cuttack up to this time wears a tail in all
public receptions, more as a testimony to his descent
from the monkey allies of the great hero, than by way
of vindication of Mr. Darwin’s theory. There are

* “Tha hot springs of India have attracted the notice of many obs
gorvers. In the majority of instances these remarkable outbursts of
water, at o temperature considerably above that of the waters, or-
even of the atmosphere in the ncighbourhoed, often charged:with
various gases and emitting strong odours, have been ‘hndnmby -_-
the superatitions and ignorant with wondrona virtues, or h&?& ’baanr
gupposed to be the result of some miraculous interposition of di-
vine energy.” Dr. Oldham on the Thermal Springs of India, pagsé 1.!'
Paxt II, Vol. XIX. Memoirs of the Geological Burvey of India.

+ A List of the Objects of Antiguarian Interest in the Lower PH-
vinces of Bemg&l compiled at the Bengal Secretariat under the or-
dorg of the Government of India, pages 46,
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several plaoes bearing the name of King Bil, the
brother of Sugriva, who was treacherously killed by
Rama; Balikiti, a river; Bilikinta, also a rivars;

Bdlisahy, o village. “There is also a festival called .

Bily Jatra, The Sabdakalpadrwma also mentions
a hill at the place called Kishkindlya®* Against this
identification—plausible as it 1s—is the unfortunate
sitnation of the river Pampa (in Myasore) which_Ra.iIia '_
1s snid to have visited, before entering Kishkindhyd the
kinedom of the monkeys which, it would seem, coin-
cided nearly with the present kingdom of Mysore.

It is not improbable, thierefore, that the above
legends of Sitakund are another of those religio-
historical forgeries so common all over India.
Certain 1t 18, that Rama’s journey sounthwards
was made through the middle of the Deccan and
not through Orissa and the Coasts, much less
through Chittagong and Sitakund; the following
being the most 1mportant places in the hero’s
itinerary as described by Valmiki: the Tamasi,
the Vedasrnti, the Gomati, the Ganges, Batsyadesas
Prayiga, Chitrakuta, the Mandikini, Dandaka, the
Godavarl, Krauncha, the Pampa, Rishyamuka,
Kishkindhya, and Ceylon. There is #bsolutely no
mention, in the. oreat epic of Valmiki, of Rama’
having gone so far north-eastward as Chlttag{mg,{_f
after hwmg visited the hermitage of Sarabhanga:

v fpfega: ¥ WERsCEosAfaity: | Sabdakelpadrume,
p. 679, Vol. L.

r
——
- h 0
- ot L
L

(="



The narrative of this visit is containied® fn Canto V-
of Book III. Whﬁn%Ram& was about to enler thie. .
hermitage of this sage, he saw with the Righi, Indra:
the Dreaded Thunderer, in all the parﬂphern&ﬁ&- of:
his high office, who disappeared on Rama’s nearer:
approach. Replying to Rama’s question, the;.-gﬁnif
said that the lord of heaven bad been to his herﬁ:ti'ib'ﬂ}g@f;
to escort him to heaven, but that-the Muni could
not comply with his request and leave the earth,.
before seeing Rama, to whom he oftered all the
merits of his long penance so that the Pl‘i!_'l.ﬁ&"'_b};
virtue of them might ascend to heaven. Rama, of
course, declined the gift, and requeﬂted_th\_ef.ﬁﬂ'{gei
to point out a meet place for his home. The follow-
ing is his reply | SR R
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¢ Yutikshna’s woodland home is near;

A glorious saint of life austere, |
True to the path of duty ; he

With highest bliss will prosper thee.
Agninst the streant thy course must be
Of this fair brook Mandakini, -
Whereon light rafts like blossoms glide ;.
Then tp his cottage turn aside. |
There lies thy path, but, ere thou go,
Look on me, dear one, till I throw

Aside this mould that girds me in L
As casts the snake his withered skin.*”

. Grifith’s Ramayana, Vol. T11, Book III, Canto V, Page 83
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On the sdge giving up the ghost, the holy men
who dwelt around flocked to Rama, and solicited
Lis protection against the Rakshasas, which he
readily granted. We now come to the Seventh
Canto in which Rama is then made to visit this
hermitage of Sutikshna. After the exchange of
proper greeting, Rama said :

“But now O saint, I pray thee tell
Where I within this wood may dwell,
For I by Sarabhanga old

The son of Gotama, was told

That thou in every lore art wise

And seest all with thy loving eyes.*

In reply to this, the sage begged Rama to take up
his abode at his hermitage. Rama passed the night
there.  On the following morning he asked leave of
the sage, and prayed for hig permission to explore
the Danduka. The sage answered as follows -

“Go with thy brother, Rama, go,
Pursue thy path untonched by woe:

o with thy faithful Sita, she

Stk like a shadow follows thee.

Roam Dandak wood observing well

The pleasant homes where hermits dwell,
Pure saints whose ordered souls adliere
To penance rites and vows austere.”+

* Griffith’s Bamayana, Vol. ITI, Book TIT. Canto VII, Page 28,
+ Griffith’s Ramayana, Vol. ITI, Book IIT, Canto VIIT, Page 32.
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¥ *

Thus it 1s clear, that there is no mentign wh;tever'
in the Ramayane, of Rama having passed through
Chittagong on his way downwards to the Deccan.
The geographical position-itself -of Chittagong and
of the Godavari (to the banks of which Rama in the
above legend is said to have bent his way on leﬂ.vzng";
Chittagong), renders it quite improbable. The attri-
bution of the ordeal by fire of Sita to a hotspring
i3 not a new idea.* The Sitakund of Monghyr is
similarly credited with being the scene of the same
ordeal, which, it is scarcely necessary to say, really
took place at Ceylon, if the father of Aryan poetry
is to be believed, The principle of human nature
which led to this religious fabrication, is not, however,
inexplicable. <1 think it 18 in Macedon,” reasoned
Fluellen,t ¢ where Alexander is porn. I tell yon
captain,—if you look in the maps of the ’orld, I
warrant, you sall find in the comparisons petween
Macedon and Monmouth, that the situations, look
you, is poth like. There 18 a river in Macedon;
and there is also moredver a river at Monmounth ;

¥ Tn 15 208, Part I, Vol, XVII of the Journal of the Asiatioc
Society of Bengnl, General Cunningham mentions a gpving dalled
Sitakund in Kelat, which i3 nine miles from Dwara, and five from -
Monali. Tn Mr, Dancan’s acconnt of the Travels in Ceylon, of a
Fakcer nnmed Prann Poory (p. 39, Vol. V of the Asiatic Researches), -
it is stated that * our traveller states that leaving this tank, he
proceeded on to o station called Seetakund, where Rama placed his
wife Secta on the oceasion of his war with her ravisher Ravan.”

¥ Shakespeare, King Henry V, Act IV, Scene VIIL
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it is ca.lled Wye at Monmﬂuth put it lﬂ’ﬁut of: iﬁj
praing, what is the na,me of the other rwer p‘gi'.
all one, ’tis alike as my fingers is to my ﬁngem, and
there is salmons in both.”

1t 18 not a little rema,rkable, that Sltakund the
name of a spring which, no matter whethes it exmfm
ed or not, now exists no longer, should (lucus @ non
lucendﬂ) give its name fo the ontpost, and snrpaas
the surrounding shrines in fame. Perhaps du:.rmg o
period of temporary Vishnuvite supremacy, it mar
have been indiscriminately used for, and may ‘have
eventually supplanted, Panchakrosa which, accﬂrdmg
to the sacred books, contain all the holy shrines of.
the place. Like the Panchakrosi of Benares, it
stretches over § kroses (or 10 miles) round the vlllaga
of Bitakund, being bounded* on the east by the:
Mandakini, on the west by Vy asakunda, on the south
by Bidrabakunda and on the north by the Cham- :{'_
paka Forest, ¢ This land called Panchakrosa,” aﬂ.td
Vishnu,t “is the cause of ’rhe holy Nirvana. Mmy a.

* yigd yegwy v HﬁTﬁﬁl‘:‘r T |
iaﬂt eIy TFed CRELIE [ R [
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spring is contained in it, most sacred and delightful
to me.” By far the most frequented of these shrines.
are-Vy#sakunda, Birabakunda, Lavanikhya, and the
temples of Chandranath and Sanibhunath, |

The following account is given in the Devipurana¥®
of the origin of the shrincs of Ch&ndmna,th and of
Vyasakunda., -

2(3-27.—¢ Do thou tell us, O chief of the Br a,hmma,

said the Righis, © why Siva, forsaking Kasi and Kailas,
resides here in secrecy® Why he said, ¢I shall dwell
on the mount of Chandrazsekhara in the Kali Yuga s’
and why thy preceptor remains there, abandoning
all else ¥”

98-29,—< In days of yore,” the Suta replied, “ see-
ing the three worlds animate and inanimate, pervaded
by the sea of curd, and immersed in the waters of
causation, the three-eyed lordly spirit created Brah-
mi and Vishnu for the purposes of creation.
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30.31. ¥ Thnug created, they, infatuated mb;__'
vanity, considered themselves supreme, and ge:ﬁ ;'_:'T_:
even of the womb from which they themselves had
sprung. Even in his very presence they spoke slight-
ingly of him. Then the god, disappearing, becamne
an image of light. : |

82-85.—¢ From the sky lie then addressed the igno-
rant gods thus: ¢ O lotus-born, of the thirteen lingaﬂ"
planted in Kési and other places, I have spoken to
you of twelve. Ouly one I*have concealed from
thee. During the Kali Yuga, O lotus-born, I shall
dwell there with Parvati, There is no doubt of this,
Do thou follow us thither with the never-dying gods.’
Thus saying, Siva with Uma vanished from their
sight, and went to that place.
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86-37.—Even now the linga may bﬂ'.ﬂﬂen- there,~'-_
called Haragauri. The sinless place remaid d very
secret in the first three ages. For the weal of men,
the bull-drawn god dwells in the Kah Yuga. in that |
sacred place with the never-dying ones.’ e
Having thus premised the presence in t'he s&ared
place, of Siva and his consort, of Brahwmé4, Vishnu,
and otBar gods, the story then runs as follows:
38.—Once on a time Vyasa, the son of Paris’ara,
the gubduer of his passions, began to practise
asceticism in the company of the wise residents of
Kusi (Benares), full of beatitude, knowing . the
Supreme Spirit, and wearing matted hair,
39-42.—Seceing him the son of Matsyagandhi, of
unknown lineage, caste, and character , seated with
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themselves-‘on the same seat, and dwelling in the
same Holy place, although he was very wise, the -
ornament of the sages, like unto Vishnu himself,the
ire of the holy dwelers was roused acainst Vyasa.
43-44.—Full of jealousy, Bhrigu addressed to him =
the following words : “ Who art thou? Whence dost
thou come? Whose son and of what family art
thou? Where didst thou formerly dwell ? Speak
the truth,”
45-46.—Vyasa replied: “ 1 am the gon of Pa,rasa—
ra by Matsyagandhs. T bave come here to see you,
and to worship the god Visvanath., T would dwell
with you, O sages of cood actions. Let a seat
amongst you be granted to me.”
47-48,—While Le was thus speaking, Vyasa was
interrupted by Bhirigu with these angry and unseemly
words: “Hear, O ye Munis, the account of his
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birth, and thou too, the son of Matsyagandha, the
disgrace of thy family, listen to my words. T

49.58,—% While thy mother, begotten of a fish a,mi'__' |
with a fishy smell, was a féerry-woman in the

Jumma, Parnsara one day came to the bank of the . |

river and entered her boat. To the Muni’s sight
shic immediately appeared to be endowed with beauty
and grace, breathing perfume, a soul- ravishing maid
of sixteen. Seeing lLer, the Muni became full .of-
desire. Thou art the offspring of this union, “and
art neither a Kunda, nor a Golaka. How canst
thon presume to practise asceticism with us? Go
to thy own proper place. Thou shouldst not tarry
Lere for a moment.” |

54-56.—Hearing these insulting words, Vyasa, the
son of Satyavati and Parasara, being irate, thought
of sacrificing himself ’u::rlj Siva (thus making Siva
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guilty of Mis death), and said, O vile and fales
S1va, holder of the trident, blue-throa.tad and hide~
garmented, why dost thou appear Asiva or .n- |
auspicious to me? Why dost thou harass me go
often? This very day I will leave this place,” -
57.—When he the subduer of his passions was 80
minded, the bull-drawn and  blue-throated gﬁd__ |
made himself manifest to him the chief of the wise .
- men, and spoke as follows :
58-60.—¢¢ Certes thou art a portion of mine, O ﬂubi" f
duer of thy passions, and learned in the cause of |
things, Thereis a seat of mine on Mount Chandra-
sekhara, very secret, and unattainable even by the.

gods. There in CLandrasekhara I will always reside
in the Kali Yuga with Uma.
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61-68.— Know, O Sage, that Chandras8khara sur- -
passes all other sacred places, I is covered on. ofl

sides with branches of trees, which protect it from - - "

the sun and rain. The kokilas sing there with sweet
voice. In the recesses of the forest dwell the
saces, their looks probing the Inmost Cause of the -
universe; Brahma and other gods bathe there day
and night; and in the hermitages dwell the Rishis,
Yakshas, Gandharvas, and Bhairavas. In that forest
are trees with flowers and fruits of the six sea-
sons. The forest itself is inone place very deep and
secret, and in another place rocky, like the moon half-
eclipsed. On the south-west of the forest, O sub-
duer of thy passions, is the Sindhu (the Ocean), the
King of all tfirthas, to whose embrace the sacred
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_(ﬂnga. offérs herself, led by Bhagma,tha Ag the .-
RHimalaya is dear to me, so is Chandrasekhm "
There shall T, O Muni, dwell with the gods.” . e

Thus instrocting Vyasa, the cod then made ! hime
self manifest to him in his own proper form which
is described at length in the text. o

74-73.— In his own form, O Munis, he then smd
to Vyasa: “ Go there, O most excellent of sages, sub-
duer of thy passions, where I shall dwell with Uma,
Thou shalt attain all thy desires; have no doubt .
about thy success. That seat of mine ig the giver
of health and wealth, and after death, of salvation,
There also dwells the rice-givin g Annapurna, delight~
ing in rice and nectar. In this seat of perfection
shall I dwell, the lord of Parvati.” Saying this to
the Muni, the god disappeared. |
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79-81,—As Niarada had 1scended the ‘3113&1]3 }:uH |
cven 80 went Vyasa, the son of Satyavati, to Chandra-
sekhara, hearing these words of Siva. There he began
to practise asceticism, his mind always concentrated
1 meditation, repeating the five-lettered mantra,
sometimes covered with snow, sometimes near a fire,
sometimes fasting altogether, absorbed in Préniyéma,
all his thoughts devoted to the meditation on god.

82.,~-Pleaged at seeing lum so devoted, the Self-
created then appeared fo him. < Ask for a boon,”
ke said, ¢ O subduer of thy passions.”

83-85.—Having heard this, Vyasa then replied
with folded hands— When the Munis residing at
Kasi spoke scornfully to me, it was?'by thy command
O Lord, that [ came here. Dwell thou here, as was
thy command while in Kasi. This 1s the dear boon
that I ask of thee.”
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86.87.— Do thou, O sage,” the god answered,
« yomain on the mount Chandrasekhara near the
ocean, ag the guardian deity of this holy place, &nﬂ |

make thyself the saviour of the three worlds hy'..i__

planting *over it all the #rthas, such as Gaya and .
‘others, that exist on the face of the earth, May all'

thy desires be successful.”
83-89,— With these words, the god, while yet in tha
presence of Vyasa, pierced the earth with his trident.

Then there arose a spring full of water, with igneous
brilliance in the interior, and covered with smoke.
00-.93.—Delighted at this sight, Vyasa assumed the
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form of stone, and became absorbed in neditation on -
its west side. Even now he may be seen there, two-
hinded, wearing the sacred thread, and clotted hair;
clothed in deer-skin, the expositor of virtue and
vice, who, ghurning the ocean of Vedig literature
with the rod of his knowledge, for the first time
explained the whole universe according to the dictum
of the Vedas. Let him purify the world.” |
Such was the origin of the shrine of Chandranath
and of Vyasakunda. As in the legend of Sitakund
the spring is to vanish from human sight at the end
of four thousand years of the Kali Yuga, so in this
legend also the shrines are to be manifest to human
eyes at the commencement of the same Yuga., In
both cases, preat names in history have been.
pbronght forward to father the foundation of the
shrines, Rama, it is known, is the deified hero of
the Ramayana, Vyasa, according to the late Mur.
Sherring,* has two or -three temples dedicated to
Lim in Benares:; but Le is not generally considered
to be a deified hero. Nevertheless, no name is 80
distinguished in the whole field of Indian history
as the name of this sage. To him is aseribed the
compilation of the Vedas and Puranas. To him

is attributed the fatherhood of the fathers of the

Kauravas and the Péandavas. It is no wonder,
therefore, that the sage should have been made ¢o. -

% Sherrisg's Sacred City of the Iiindus, p. 118
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play the pﬂﬁ'.t that he has been made to play in the
foregoing passage. This, however, is not the first
tine, that he has been credited with the ambition bf
founding a shrine.” The Annadimangale relates
a like attempt on his part. Expelled by Siva
from Kas1 (Benares), Vyasa began to practise
extremely mortifying austerities, in the hope of rais- -
ing a shrine that would, in every respect, surpass the
IKasi of Siva, He had well nich succeeded in his
object, when Uma, Siva’s consort; one day appeared
before him in the guise of an old, deaf, and decrepit
woman, and asked him what merit a man would
acquire by dying at his {firtha. Vyasa replied that
the man would obtain salvation. Bat still the old
woman pretended not to have heard his answer,
and repeated the question agnin and again.  Vexed
at this, Vyasa said that the man would become an
ass, who died there, Siva’s consort, then assuming
her own form, said “ so be 1t,”” and vanished from the
place.* The later attempt of Vyasa to found atirtha
in Chittagong appears to have been more successful.
He not only succeeds in conciliating Siva, but also
obtdins from him the much-desired boon. * Do thou,
O sage,” the god 1s made to bave said, “remain on
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the mount Chandrasekhara near the .bcea,ﬁ,;. as the
guardian deity of this holy place, and make thyself the
-gdviour of the three worlds by planting over it all the
tirthas, such as Gaya and others, that exist on the face
of the earth. May all thy desires be sucgessful.”

The pilgrim to the shrines of Sitakund generally
takes up his quarters at the lodging-houses of the
Adhikiris, a class of Brabmins, who send out
emissarvies called Pindis to almost every district of
the Lower Provinces, in order to persuade people to
undertake a pilgrimace to these shrines. These
Pindias serve as guides to the pilgrimg, and, in the
shape of remuueration, get from the Adhikaris their
passace-money as well as a portion, generally the
tourth part, of their eventual guin; for the Adhi-
karis, besides the rent of the lodging-houses, also
receive whatever the pilgrimn offers to the gods,
clothes, cows, liorses, pallkis, silver and gold orna-
ments,—the har or the visiting cess, which consists
of eight annas only upder the District Magistrate’s
orders, being pard to the Mohunta for the mainte-
nance of the shrines. The ecarnings of the Adhikaris
average Rs. 5,000, and sometimes rise to Rs. 16,000.
They have now-a-days found competitors in people
of other castes, who also have set up lodging- |
houses of their own. The most opulent Adhikaris
are Ramahart Adhikar:, Chandrasekhara Adhikari,
Gopinath Adhikari, and Akhil Chandra Adhikari
- Hinduism 1s, however, at a discount in Chittagong.
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The few Brahmins that may be found there, are
certainly not the ornaments of the learned eclass.
Some excellent rules were framed by Mr, Kirkwood,:
tately Magistrate of Chittagong, for the construction
and ventilation of the lodging-houses. These, together
with a hospital erected near the local bagar, have
served to prevent the spread of disease which, in.
tormer days, used to originate and spread around,
from the large concourse of people that assembled
at the melas, The Adhikaris have now to take out’
lLicenses from the Magistrate to lodge pilgrims, which
are refused, if their Iodrrmrr-houaes do not conform
with the preseribed rules.

Settling himself in one of these lodging-houses,
the pilgrim proceeds to bathe in the Vydsakunda
referred to above. This is a small tank, 120 x 90
Lhands, full of mud and shrubs, the water being so
impure that one would abhor the touch of it. I was
informed that, small as the tank was, it was believed
that no one could swim across it, or throw a stone from
one side of 1t to the other, After batling in the Kunda
which, however, does not dicate any signs of being
of an igneous naturc as related in the legend trans-
lated above, the pilgrim makes offerings to the Baia
{(Ficus Indica) tree, underneath which Vyasais said to
have performed the Asvamedha sacrifice.* This tree
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represents the primeval Bata tree, undér which the
great Vishnu rested before the creation. It servesas
thé veritable ¢ door-keeper » of the god Chandranath,
and is the presiding deity of the plain below.* Itis
gaid never to grow old, and to flower in all seasons
for the wemship of the god, The pilgrim throws upon
the tree-deity clods of earth, of which it Is said to
be very fond, and circumambulates it, The temple
of Vyasa is pointed out, lying on the margin of the
spring in a very dilapidated state.

Thence the pilgrima proceeds to the temple of
& ambhundth, or Svayambhunith, the Self-created
Lord. As you proceed, the mount Chandrasekhars
appears before you in full majesty., You feel a
presence. No wonder that they said that the gods
resided there. Are the Munis still meditating there
on God, under the tall pine-trees ? Are the gods and
nymphs disporting themselves on the hillocks? All
the old Hindu associations force themselves on you-
despite your Western education. The feeling, how-
ever, fades away, when you come to the site of the
Sitakund mentioned above. According to the Varaks
Tantrat there are five Kundas at this place called

AL CERLEECIRE TR
ffay g 3N W%TEF'JE |7 |}
JTHIE] WEET: AR |
fa Mgt %Ttrﬂﬁwmnma

Y Y2 |
W AYeTEA arguaaafayt | |
FAT | frmdaw mwdrne wieh |



40 . . THE SHRINES OF SITAKUND,

Sttikunda, " Rimakunda, Lakshmanakunda, Brisha-
kunda and Ndibhikunda. Sitikund, as related above,
is no longer in existence. Small holes are, however,
pointed out as the other Kundas. Near them, in
an old temple are the images of Rdma, Siti, and
- Lakshmana. These are stone figures, very awkwardly
' done, unlike the graceful idols of Calcutta.
Jyotirmaya consists of flickering tongues of vol-
canic flames in the right side of the ascent to the
temple of Sambhunath. The flames, it is said, dis-
appear altogether at the touch of the impious.
When we visited Jyotirmaya, we found that it had
been completely put out; and it was not till the
‘Mohunta of Sitakund, who was acting as our cicerone,
brought another light in contact with it, that the
‘tongues could be lighted again. It is said that the
flames move about from place to place, sometimes
appearing in the temple of Sambhunath, sometimes
in other places, and at times burn a whole forest.
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The Mohunta told us that, on one occasion when: ¥é
- was coming down from the temple of Cha.ndranath;
he was overtaken and scorched by the flames which
suddenly appeared in great force, an the way betwegir
him and the temple of S’ambhunath. When we:
visited Oﬁndraaekhar&, we found that a bonaxder- :
able portion of the forest on both sides of our wa.y,;.
had been recently burnt down by the fire. Somre
portion or other of the range of mountains always
exhibits traces of the flames. At night, we witnessed
an extensive conflagration on a distant hillock. Lord
Teignmouth was probably referring to J yomrma,ya,,f“-_
when he wrote the following: “ On the side of & hill
distant about three miles from the burning well
(Barabakunda), there is a spot of ground, of a few.
feet only in dimensions, from which flashes of ﬁre"-'
‘burst on stamping strongly with the foot, The ap-
pearance of this spot resembled that of earth on
which a fire had been kindled. T do not recallwt
whether it was hot to the touch.’’* S

The linga S'‘ambhundt®, the self-created lord, is
gaid to form part of the body of the hill. A
tradition is told that one of the kings of Tippesah
made great endeavours to dig it out from the shrine,
in order to carry it over to his capital, but without:
success. e was directed, it is added, by the god tﬂ_-'
content himself with the goddess Tripurisundari,
whom he accordingly took over to his kingdf}ni;{-

* Lord Teignmonth’s Memoiry of Sir William Jones, ?ﬁl'ﬂ;"p; Eﬁ.
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In the history of Tipperah written by Baboo Kailss
Chandra Sinha,* we certainly read of king Kw
having gone to visit & linga in Sysmalanagar, which -
the historian congiders to be identical with Ghlt- |
tagong. We also read of his grandeon king
Taksharao, who was a devout worshipper of Siva,
but had failed to obtain a gon through the in-
fuence of the god, having wounded the god in his

feet. Offended at this treatment, the god is said to -
have left Tippernh, But it is also related that lﬁng_

Taksharao then propitiated the irate god with a

human sacrifice, and got two sons by his influ-

ence. It is not impossible, that this statement
may have connexion with the attempt to transplant

the linga Sambhunith; but an old officer belonging
to the Chittagong Collectorate informed me, thatthg
belief that the linga formed part of the body of the -
mount was groundless,—it being a movable stone -
having artificially imprinted on it in wax the marks..
of natural lingahoodt—and that the temple was pare-.
posely kept dark to avoid detection. Mr. Caspersz; -
the Assistant Magistrate, who was deputed in 1879
to guperintend the Siva Chaturdasi mela, proposed

* Babu Kailas Chandra 8inha's Chronicles of Tipperah, p. 5,
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to the District Magistrate the opening of an "aper-
ture in the dome, to serve as a skylight which
would prevent people from looking 1n, as well as
give light and air, The well-meant suggestion
could not, I believe, be carried out, as it was
necessary to avoid what might have been misun-
derstood as uncalled for interference on the part
of Government. The temple of Sambhundth was
erected down below in the plateau of the hill, as the
ascent to that of Chandranath is not practicable
throughout the year, especially in the rainy season
which is somewhat long in that part of the country,
owing to its being hilly, It consists of two apart-
ments. In the outer apartment are the Bhairava,
Rama, Sita, Lakshmana, Hanumat, Annapurna and
others, The presiding deity isin the innér apartment,
and is of course, very superior. ¢ The sight of the
face of Kramadisa (another name of Sambhunith)
saves one from future birth.”* The linga is of a
cylindrical form, about four inches in diameter, and
rising about five inches from a come, the base of
which bas been walled around. ‘

In the court-yard of the main temple of bambhu-
nath are many minor shrines crumbling to decay.
There is a temple of Kwuli, the dread consort of -
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Siva;-a mandir of Jagannith, and Ridhd Krishna ;
and mount Govardhana so well known in Brindavana.
Close by are the eight Bhairavas, and the barial places
of some of the Mokuntas of Sitakund. On the left,
after passing Sambhunith, is a sacred spring with
- pucca sides called Qydtunda,—which ig considered
equal in merit to the famous shrine at Gaya,~—where
the pilgrim shaves and bathes, and offers oblations
to the manes of his ancestors, -Proceeding upwards,
the path becomes a mere track, with no attempt at
being a regular road such as leads up to S‘ambhu-
~ path, We now come to the base of mount Chandra-
- sekhara, The grang staircase—oonsisting of about
975 steps, and generally supposed to have been.
- built by one of the kings of Tipperah,~which brings -
the pilgrim to the temple of Chandrandth at the top
of the Chandrasekhara hill, ig giving way a little
here and there; and unless repaired in time, will
‘render the ascent more difficult in future than in
the days before their construction, Chandrase-
-khara* is the highest peak in Chittagong, being -
1156 feet in height, and is situate in the centre of
the Sitakund range which, commencing from the

¥ Chandranith is the name of the god. The peak i3 called -
Chandrasekhara. Itis also sometimes called Chandranith. Dr,
Hunter also callg it Chandinath, Although Chandinath is another
‘name of Siva, I have never heard the hill called by that name. It
is, however, usual to use Chandranath and Sitakand as synonymons

terms,



THE SHRINES OF SITAKUND. = 43

northern end of the Sudder station of the digtrict,
runs without interruption to Tipperah, parallel to
the Grand Trunk Road. IntheN irvana-tantra® it is
mentioned as one of the Kulapayvofas or principal
mountains of India. Wilson in his Dictionary erro-
neously places it in Arracan, “In the hiMl of Sita-
kund there ig a stone of two descriptions, one appa-
rently of volcanic formation, and porous, the other
solid containing iron,” The hill is ¢ formed of a
stratum inclined at an angle of 30° north-east and
south-west, of hard clay in places; and in others of
wandstone. The surface is generally covered with
loam, but on the southern slopes of all the outskirting
hills, it is red sandstone or sand.?” The original
temple on this peak, built by a king of Tipperah, fell
down in the cyclone of 1548, when the present
structure, which is of smaller dimensions, was erect-
' ed by Ram Sundar Sen, a rich merchant, who has
since fallen from Lis high estate. The temple has
little pretensions to artistic beauty. DBut the view
around the peak was exceedingly beautiful. A ship
that was sailing far off in the Bay of Bengal, appear-
od like a bird slowly flying on the horizon. The
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e,

ascent;, of the hill itself, it is said, gives salvation.*
The god, however, is an ordinary linga. Sitakund
was, as stated before, visited by Sir Joseph Hooker,
The following is an extract from the account given
by him in page 352 of Vol, II of his Himalayan
Journals :» ¢ The road to the top of Seetakund leads
along a most beautiful valley, and then winds up a
cltf that is in many places almost precipitous, the
ascent being partly by steps cut in the rock of which
there are 560 7). The mountain is very sacred, and
there is a large Brahmin tewple on its flank; and
near the base a perpetual flune bursts out of the
rock. This we were anxious to examine, and were
extremely disappointed to find it a small vertical
hole in a slaty rock, with a lateral one below for a
draught, aud that it is daily supplied by pious pil-
grins and Brabmins with such enormous quantities
of ghee (liquid butter), that it is to all intents and
purposes an artificial lamp; no trace of natural |
phenomena being discoverable.” I do not know to
what flame Dr. Hooker thug alludes. J yotirmaya is
at the foot of the Lill, and is also visited by pious
pilgrims. But there can be no doubt that it is a
natural phenomenon, |

In order to visit Virupdisha, a phallic symbol of

* PlRgReTUR Hiwarinfe wma: )
R oSy AT AT Y2
IRNGECAT TR T YT |



 THE SHRINES OF SITAKOND.

Siva (nmﬂar to Ohn.ndranath and Bambhunﬂﬂt,f
mentioned above), in a temple situated midway dmrn'
the descent from Chandrasekhara, the pilgrim ﬂe— -
scends by a north-east ronte. Many proceed to Chan=-
dranath - after visiting Virupsksha. The ascent to
this temple from the foot of the mountafn is not'a
pleasant affair, Sometimes you have to take a long
leap, holding in your hand the frail root of an old
tree. If it gives way, you are at once precipitated
into the abyss below, which seems unfathomable.
On his way to Chandranath from Virupaksha, the
pilgrim visits Unakoti Sivalings in a picturesque
spot called Pdtdla Pure, or the nether world, covered
with green foliage, and full of the beauties of nature.
The undulations in the rocky surface of the cave, -
drenched with water issuing from the sides of if,-
are pointed out as Unakoti or 99 lacs of Sivas.
What Mr. Sherring said of its prototype in Benares
applies to this: ¢ The actual number cut out on
the superficies of the stone is not more than a few
hundred; but the Hindoos are not particular in
their definition of numbers.”* Descénding from
Virupiksha, we meet the former road again ate the
Manddkini. This stream is considered to be identi-
cal with the river in leaven of the same name,
It is said that the Ganuges on starting from the
Himailaya divided itself into three streams, oue
running through heaven called Mandakini, another
% Shorring’s Sacred City of the Hindoos, p. 100. |

L
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ﬂﬂwm'g on varth called Gangd, and the t]nr& Ehognw.
vatf, which is in the nether world, The water of ﬁfﬁ
stream 1is certainly very clear, cool, and sweet, > o
Of the other shrines, Bdrabakunda is a volcame,;
well. It is about three miles’ journey southwards.
from the Bitakund village, and is situated in .-the
same ravge of hills. Béiraba fire, according to ancient
mythology,* originated from the anger of the Muni -
Awurve, whose mother’s womb was about to be. ripped-.
open by the Kshatriyas. It was deposited in the
bed of the sea, to prevent it from burning the .
three worlds. Itisstated in the Varahi Tantrat that
Baraba is the veritable fire which sprang from thig-
third eye of Siva and destroyed Kima, and that it
18 to burn down the three worlds at the final annihi- -
lation. The same Tantra also relates that the spring
8 four cubits square, with tepid wmter, and th at the':':_
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fire conslsts of seven flames.* The folllﬂwmg —
count of the spring is given by Lord Teignmouth:t
“ The burning well is situated about twenty-two nﬂlas:f'
from Chatigan, at the termination of a valley sure
rounded by hills. I visited it in 1778, and, from:
recollection, am enabled to give the following ascount
-of it:—the shape of the well, or rather reservoir, is
oblong, about six feet by four, and the depth does
not exceed twelve feet. The water, which is always.
cold, is supplied by a spring, and there is a conduit
for carrying off the superfluity; a part of the
surface of the well, about a fourth, is covered with
brick-work, which is nearly ignited by the flames,
which flash without intermission from the sarface of
the water. It would appear that an inflammable
vapour escapes through the water, which takes firé -
on contact with the external air; the perpetuity of
the flame is occasioned by the ignited brick-work
as, without this, much of the vapour would esca.pé |
without conflagration. This was proved by taking
away the covering of brick-work after the extines
tion of the heat, by throwing upon it the water of
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the w-ell JThe flames stﬂl nﬂntmued to burst for&%f
from the surface, but with momentary mtermmmma’:;é
and the vapour was always immediately kindled by~
holding a candle at a small digtance from the
surface of the water. A piece of silver placed -1_11:_'-
the conduit for carrying off the superfluous water,
was discoloured in & few minutes, and an mfuswn ,_
of tea gave a dark tinge to the water,” o
Compare with the above, Captain Pogson’s descnp—'”
tion of the spring—In front is a building about
thirty feet square, over the spring ; the descent to it,
by a flight of steps, is about fifteen feet; the rlsmg |
heat was like that of a hot bath. Flames, 1N SNCCes~
sive flashes, were playing on the surface of the .
water, which, from a column of perpetually rising
bubbles, appeared to be boiling. The air they con-
tained, ignited as it came in contact with an ovens
like furnace, which the flames fed, and rendered, on -
one side red-hot. The heat of this ﬂelf-igmteﬂ
furnace rendered the surface of the water tepid, but
it is naturally cold. In‘order to condense, and .~
thereby perpetuate, the flames, about one-half of
the spring is built over, with an aperture in the
centre of the arch, through which, looking from the
terrnce above, the flames are seen playing on the
water. Persons bathing, took in their hands and
on their clothes the water with the flame burning:
on it. The uncovered part is a square of less than
tive feet, and the covered part about the same di-
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mensions, The water ig braekmh sulphuremm, m:ui
chalybeate. A servant drank as much of it as he
could hold in both hands united, twice filled, and
was g0 Beverely purged, that he rergained behind, and
laid down until its effects went off ......... The water
of the Balwa koond has an exhilarating effect,
occasions a slight headache, and a sensation of
fulness, which soon go off. Its effects are diuretio,
slightly aperient, and creative of hunger.”* .
The well outside the Xunda, formed by water
igsuing from the spring, is called Bdsikunda. Here
the devotee first bathes and purifies himself. He
then bathes in the Birabakunda itself inside, and
offers bel leaves and flowers to the flames to appaaae-
the burning god. It is said that at each offer of
the bel leaves and flowers, the god roars louder to ex-
press his satisfaction. Close by are Dadhibhairave ;
the temple of Jvalakdli ; and the spring of Kumdri.
At a nearly similar distance and similarly situated
is Lavandkhya, the Nuolukka of Captain Pogson
and the Naldala Khya of Statistical Report of 1868-9
which differs from Barabakunda in the weakuess of
its flame and in the increased saltness of its wajer.
The salt-water is used for cooking purposes, though
it iz said fhat the salt cannot be eliminated from -
the water. A tradition prevaila that this was tested

. |
¥ Captain Pogson’s Nurrative during a Tour fo Chateeg&on,

e 203,
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by M.r Hﬁ-arve;y* whan o wag Collector of Chltﬁw-
gong, and that he. aecorﬂmgly dweh&rged sotie
persons arrested for illicit - manufacture of. s'ait.
The water, it is said, cures goitre. --Around Lava~
nikhya are the f{}llownw* Dadkikunda, a small well-;
fed by the stream issuing from Lavanikhya ; Gliru-
dhvant, another Jyotirmaya ; Brahma E‘Hﬂdﬂ, a hot
spring on the top of a small hill, east of Lavand-
khya; Swryakunda, a phenomenon similar to Lavas
nikhya and Birabakunda.t Near Lavanikhya a
place is shown as where the right arm-of Sati, the
consort of Siva, fell, cut by the discus of Vishna.
But no idol is seen there, a,nd it is not held in the
same veneration ag Kalighat, Kémékhys, and similar.
places. | | _ - I

Dr. Oldham thus epitomizes Captain Pogson:
“ There are seven other springs within a circle of

# Ay, John Inplis Harvey was Collector of Chittagong from
1831 to 1837, with short intermissions, during which he acted as
Commissioner of the Division, Vide Mr. Cotton’s Mﬂmurandum
on the Revenne History of Chit ia,wung, pp. 118-121.

f There are Mohuntas at the temple of Sambhunath, Birabss
knoda, and Lavandkhyn, Of these, tho Mohunta of Sambhanath
is the richost and the most well-known, He is generally called the
Mohunta of &1ta'kund Tho present Mohunta of Sitgkund, whose
name is Kis, or Ban, is & young gentleman of excellent manners,
and of good oducation. He is also the Mohunta of Adinath, in
the island of Moiseal, Of this god the same story is told as of
that at Vaidyanath, near Deoghur. The Mohuntas have to take &
vow of celibacy, and are succeeded by their principal disciples,
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six mlles, called Nuolukka (Lavanikhya), Koos
(KEumiri Kund), Dadhee (Dadhi), Burnia (Brah‘m&ﬁ”;,
Suruj (Sdrys), Chandur (Chandra), and Seeta (Sita}s
Nuolukka is warm, vapour ignites on the application:
of flame, saline; Kooaree is hot, saline, sulphureous, :
and chalybeate ; vapour ignites. Dadhee, water is
cold, salt, Burma (Brahma?) very hot and aaltwh,
slightly chalybeate, vapour ignites. Chandur er-
~ Chander is on a hill, salt and exceedingly hot (said.
to have appeared within the’ last four montha ’)
ignites; Seeta is pure and limpid. *73

From Lavanikhya the pilgrim proceeds to Smkwa-
dhérd, o cataract. The water falls beautifully in thin
streams, 80 as to form a natural shower-bath, from
a height of about 400 feet. This is by far the
most picturesque and romantic of all the various an&
wonderful sights of Sitakund. It is customary fﬁr
pilgrims to stand under it., The water of Sahasra-: .
dhiré is considered to be Siva himself. One cannot -
forget the bath at Sahasradhéri. Tt is said, that on’
the words “bom bom,” which are peculiar to Siva,
being pronounced, the water falls with gradua.lly
increasing-force. .

The places noted before are those generally vmted
by pilgrims. There are many others, for the locals
of which the curious and the religious will refer to
the Vardhi Tantra, the Bradshaw of the shrines ﬁf

fhd Mamnmﬂ of the Geological Survey of India, Vol. XIX, PM- II,_ ~
p. 53, .
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Sitakund, -From what has been said above, the .
reader who has had patience to follow us to the .
end of this book, will, it is trusted, be convineced ‘of -
the recent character of these shrines. There is a
“sustained effort to plant on this place all the tirthas
which are held in esteem by the Hindoos., For the
most famous shrines of Benares, of Gaya, of Brinda«:
van, of Puri, and other places, miniature tirthas are
pointed out in Sitakund.* The remarkable pheno- -
mena which nature presents in the place, have aided
the fabrication of superstitious interpolations and
“forgeries. The sacred writings, which have been
qucted before, bear evident indications of the alter-
nate supremacy of the Sivaites and the Vishnavi.
tes, and of the gradual multiplication of the shrines
esteemed by each sect. But the belief in their
sacredness is firm, deep-rooted, and universal. A
man who holds a different opinion, is looked upon
as irreligions and sacrilegious,” even in Chittagong,
where Hindooism is at a discount., Whether on
account of their recent establishment, or from any
other cause, the shrines have not received atten-
tion at the hands of the antiguarian and the scien-

* There scoms to bo no end of places called Sitakund., In p. 23
ante and footnote, it has already beon stated that there are three
more Sitakunds, besides the Sitakund in Chittagong, viz., those at
Mooghyr, Kelat, and Ceylon, In pages 22 and 85 of Vol. XVI of
Cunningham’s Archeological Roport, there is mention of another
Bitakund situate on the River Gandak in Tirhut,
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tist. "In these pages they have been described by
a layman. But the antiquarian and the scientist
will be able to ascertain the time when these shrines
were first established, and how .they gradually ex-
panded. They will be able to ascertain the effect
of the waters of the several springs, and analyze
the medicinal virtues, which they are believed to
possess. They will be able to ascertain the extenmt :
of the Hindoo occupation of the district, and of its
conquest by the king of Tipperah. They will, in
short, be able to complete the ancient history of
Chittagong, which is now so meagre and unsatis-

factory.




