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PREFACE:

THE awthor of this book of Indian E;;periences, the
late Colonel.Thomas Nicholls-Walker, was born in
Longon ¢a August 12, I8 2 and: Qn leaving col-
lege "ntered the 6oth Re4iment Beng&l Infantry,

arcb 14, 18&4; was promc;ted to L1eutenant
November 23, 18, 56 ; «Captain _20d Bengal Fusiliers,
March 14, 1866; Major Staff Corps, Mgrch 14,
187; , Lieutenar®Colonel, March 14, 1880: and
Coloneld 883 - -
"saPersonal narrativ.es of services ‘during the Indian
Mutiny are of unfailing interest, arnd the gallant
Author’'s modest &~cotint of his own dou"*-a embraces
all the siege operations %efore Delhl mcludmg the
final assault and captu&e Of tq&t city.

He was twice wo-nd-ea ani was also present at
the taking of thﬂ he1ghts of S_gvla- and the sur-
render 8f the forts of Rewarrle ]ujjhur Kanoude

" Furucknuggur and Bullunbghur

He sef ed in the Rehileund . Campa1gn 1858,

including the actions of Amsoth, Bagawalla 2nd
"if
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Tugeena arfd relief oi Moradabad. for which, he _
received the medal with clasp. |

B¢ also took part m the little-known ard- most
““trying campalgr’” agalr"t the Naga Hill tribes, in _
1879—80--&1:1(1 was presCnt at the assault of Khonoma,
being méntmoned iri diSPB.tCh&S— and feceiving ~lfe
medal with clasp, .~

He was awarded the medal of the Ro:, al Prumane
~ Somety in 1869 for jumping into the River Ahpon..,
Bhoctan, and re.viumg\four persons w’m were in
timminent danger of drcwning. X

He died at Canterbury, Novembei 30, 1903.
= Thus was severed anothex link"in that chain of
heroes, gentle and simple,.who so nobly responded
to the call of Duty during those_eventful years .of

1857-53.
A. H. L.
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THRCUGH~ THINMUTINY

LCHAPTER 1

Voyage to Indlavﬂnecdetes of mosquitos ard_crows—Calcutta—
]em;[le}r to Benares in a dak th.I'I'IE-'-—"iIl artfid Jgtk&l*]elns the
6oth Bengal N.I.—March to Umba®ans -

-:-l"-

] RIRST landed IndIa-en “June 2o, 1854, aiter

a slow and tedious pessage of =inety-nine “days
;ound the Cape of Good Hepe in the steamer
Prororis of six husdred tons.

On leavidy Plymouth we passed a.sailing vessel
naga.ed The Willfsm- Carey. She was unbending
‘sails, and the captain, ha.Ilmg us, asked where we
were bound for: G our answering “Calputta,”. he
offered to_tow-us there. We passgd ‘the ship with
derisive ehl;ge-? -chut the?&rsnvetj-nl we saw in the
Hoogly was 7%e¢ \*’Wzaﬂ? Cares. ‘>he had beaten
us by a day, and eur cariair gos lea-rfully chaffed
in consequence

" There were four other cadets on bogxé besides
myself. WL “were  all ur\:if Charge of [sjor
Ci"*-ne on the Heneurable East [ndia Company's

__...-A._..h_,,.q




THROUGh THE MUTINY

service, and w’ ares’l surviving %o the present day,
I bétieve. |

"We had to_visit-every possible port fof coal—
St. Vincent (Cape~ Je Verde Islands), Ascension,
Maurius, the Cape, where ive remained for three
or four days, and” where “we ru..ce.wed our ﬁrst
~experiences of P 0OSquitos.

[ was told a good story at quetownfregard?ng"
these pests. - It was a story of_two sailors who went
ashore there ~nd took a room at all hotel. Theyﬁ
camplalped in the”morning, after .their ’ﬁrsj: mght,-
to the landlord that they had been unable to sleep
on account of the mosquitos, and he promised to
supply them with miosquito .curtains for theii
bedsteads in future. That pight, after they~had
been in bed some time, they were mn.g;atulating
themselves on” their freedom f~om their enem“s*
of the night before, when a ﬁreﬂy flew in at the”
window. -~ Qun one of the Catlors seeing it, he said
to his chum-=*It’s all up, Jack; they've been back
home to fetch tneir laf ters to ﬂud .J":’ﬁy imn.,’

[ was very mdcl)» blttLI/ by»p” Jqultos during my
first nlght in Czlcutta, as~the curtains had not been
propel;y auJusted In the morning a cup of tea and
some tozst were brought in for me and placed on
the ~able in the cmtr;g the room,’hn&’ftlle windows

P
‘were opened. No sooner had the ser~unt left-+he
) __r'-? . “
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THROUGH THE MUTINY

;oom" than some®rows flew 1ﬂ settzed on the table, -
and vlgorowly attacked the toast. I jumped gut of
bed to the rescue, carryings away, the mqsqgi’to
curtgins ; but the toast.was gd'nc, Andr some forty or
fifty crows, perched O™ 2 oW roof op{)osﬁe my
wmdow,-wg‘re cﬁwmg and je ng.at sme,

*I have seen Scrows take a bone from 4 dom
comfortaﬂly dlsq,ussmg it ; one crow pecked the
‘dog’s tail, and on thq ammal turmng round snarllng,
another blI'CLC'::'I.I‘I'IEd off the treasure. *P o

Thefrlends with whom 1 stayed in ‘Caleutta and
nus‘elf were oncanight going to a“ball at Govern-
ment Hc:use I had beén busy ali the afternoon =
,getting my Tull-drgss unifctm x%ady, which I was
goimg %o don for thewfirst tune At dinner théladies
‘were dlsmﬁmg the dresses they were going to
we S after a tnm:;the hostess asked me how I was
going to the ball.

“ In full dress,” L.re]_:?lled

There was a roar of faughter at" my expense,
and 1 was informed thag*it was the mode of
conveyance to GE e'nmeut I‘rQU,St: I was required
to give mfarmatlon abodt, s I brushed,” I know,
but it was excusable i ina youngster of®a llttle over
smteen . o

After remanf"ng in Callutta ®orpe two or three

ek, I ™as sent up _to ‘Benares to do duwy
5



THROUGH THE~MUTINY

with ~the 67th Regumnt Bengal "Native Infantry..
Bena.res is a station 428 miles from C‘ﬁalcuttan. A
young~cavalry -ofﬁcer‘ who had also comie out in
the Propontis,”~was. mnt withane. We travelled b)[
dak g‘arng, or a four whetled conveyance drawn
by two ponies, s'ﬁry{mg like a four w’heeled cab.
~ The rainy season had set in, qnd our journey
therefore took a long time to accomplisi;, nearly
fourteen days, if I remember right; we had swollen
rivers to. crosT in boats or on rafts.” .-.The ponies
were relieved every six mlles Or SO § nearly 2l were
vicious, and very troubleseme to sstart, but when
once off, they would gallop the whc:le stage.

At that time there v;ere no =ailways in Indla,'.
but in one or two places between | Calcutta -and
Raneegunge _we saw” the embanknierts being
thrown up for the first one. » ALhere are nqw
upwards of 16,000 miles of railways _carrying
annually ene. hundred million massefigers,

That journey is still “vivid in my recollecticn,
and the d1sc0mfcrt w>_ufiderwent. The vehicle
was about the s1ze ,:::f a"cab, "tk pit between the
seats was " boarded over,"and cur beddmgs were
laid out over the whole space, an arrangement
which gate the two of us just space ta lie down.
The weather was_ "ve ry hot ; it was a d"qsh Our

worldly . property, in boxes, was tied Up o3
6



THROUGH THE MUTINY

foof, warticles required for dagly use being keEt n
the pit, andein 2 net over our “feet in the frontpart
of the Vehicle.”

. Ak the end of each stage thAre was’_always a great
delay, parucular]y at spikht, fof we travelled _night
and day. Th% "pomes of th\itdge just *eommpleted
were unyakeu, streaming with sperspiration, and
panting Qheavily, to be immediately walkeg back
whence they game. The animals to relieve them
were dragged‘ forth from the stableg to the road,
patted ,an'a made much of” with ex&lamations of
“{.ome along, my son, 7 «“Comme alony, my daughter,”
by their attendants. Qn <heir reachmg the gharrie
difficulties cbmmepced with yoking them to. The

termaseof endearmem; ceasedh and brutal ill-treatment,

and bad Janguage commenged. ‘The coupling and
Harnessing to haxnlg been completed, the coach-
an, who was nit changed with the ponies, but
after some fosty or hfff miles’ drwmg, mﬁunted his
seat and was handed the®ribbons, if lcrng strips of
coarse, cracked, &md parched lelther can be so
termed. Then cAme thes tug.of awar! As a rule
the ponies, insteagl of gxocqedmg in the required
directiorf"would turn round, dragging pol¢ ahd front
iwhé;ls round with them, as if to see Now many
passengers - !wer- inside. |
'-r;l‘.mtcht?nto their noses, rGpes round thelr fropt

7



THROUGH" THE , MUTINY

~fetlocks wére in mafyw instances ~pplied, and by
these- means they wore draggel rou 4 to theft
proper front. Then, whack! whack! with thick
sticks on their Foor ba-ks, héads, or any spot wglere
their attendants’ thguzht it »}g_o;;ld hurt them most, )

The pories woud i, kickr or perhiaps lie down;
more .nose twitchig, and hauling With ropes by
the attendarts would be tried, unfil at bty as of
by mutual agreement, the poniesﬁ qouldﬂ make® a
plunge forward and start off at racing speed. As
the coacﬁmal’i‘was not always quite read?rmgu; this
sudden start, th» ponids would swerve off to the
.edge of the road, which~more often than" no? is
on the top df a -high emb'anl::‘ment"with_ steep
sloping sides, where a‘rolk down meant brokén
limbs, smashed boxes, and probably the os?nashing
up of the ghafrie, necessitating a_long delay in thy
jungles until the arrival of ﬁnqtfe':; conveyance.ﬁ'

These. are the adventures®we met with at a vefy
gredt many of <he stages~during the day and night.
A& first | used tcfeel a-little nesvous at night, but
soon became callous ‘"‘andlw::)uld sleep through the
most hidesus nojses, ajid ffrantiiappeals for buck-
sheesh &om -the cfepartiné horse attendars.

I often Ywondered that more” serious acgidentgdid
not occur, as this~ was ~then the ~sual mode of
travelling long diftanTes.

: g
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There was ir the early fixties a lady traxelling
with her huslbana',- an officer, by dak gharri€ when
the vehiele turned over on ite side,. The coachman
was killed or disabled, and ‘“ke lac}'y and her “hus-
band jumped out, the ™00t lady on the wroag side
unfortunately, fhe punderm.lé‘\conxey?nce talling on
her Her husband unaided, dould not lift it wp
to extfRate her so had to leave her i tha* terrible
posn:lon while he .ran to a village for assistance.
The_ ladry,...I"’ have often seen Siﬁﬂ,, but alas’ she
was injured for life. -

- pn all the principal ~oads in India there used to
be, and are still, whatTare called dak bungalows,
or travellers’ rest- houses,"whefe any one can claim
?ﬁ.i"zt’:ty;fﬂur hours~shélter by payment of on® rupee,
which incfudes attendance; use of the kitchen, etc.
:Lhe cook proxides food, beer, &tc., for which he
presents his little bill, -

We used to stap twme a day, as a ;u‘le at the
rast hauses, which were’ from ten %o fifteen miles
apart, for our tlb and B‘reakfast and again "for
dinner. These meals uS’ua]l)hcor"';;lsted of chickens,
eggs, and chupattles or urlcavened bréad, and we
did | full justice to them.

" After mrdermg our meals, a stampede of fowls

and chlckens was to be seen vﬂ'lth all the servants

~of~he bulgalow in hot pursmt Those necessary
9



THROUGH THE MPTINY

for oug meal having befin caught, os knocked aver
with sficks, were promptly killed, pluckeds with the”
assistange of scalding hot water, cooked, and strved
either in curry,mas gugltts, or .grilled. The cogks
sometimés produce a dish ¢ljed by them chickgp
beefsteak? which iahsimﬁy a bbned*chicken fried
wxh onfons.

We seldom’ had more than half-a:lzx-hﬂurfﬁ wait’
for our dinner, and as a rule wpuld ¢ontinue out
journéy after a =est of an hour and a*hglf or two
hours. On one occasion when the meal lllhgir;:s;. a
longer time than usual “before being served, an,
> complaint was_made to that RHECE, the head man’s
excuse was * A, czmﬁfmdai: murghi, parRarna m&ifi
deta /7™ (Anglicé, ““The bisedornfowl would
not allow itself to be caught.”)

For the first da¥ or two we _enjc.?gi the journey,”
but after that it became very monotonous, cooped”
up as,we Were, and obliged to e down continuously
night and day. The heat was very grea; ; W
rained almost with#out* ceSygticn, aild in consequence
we often had to cluse ,.;1§ @or mﬁl wooden window
(there was 150 glass) on eond, side ef the gharrie to
save out, bgdding and ourselves from gettiig wet.
At first we=ysed to get out and assist by, turning
the wheels in gettj_rfg ;clheﬁ ponies to“start, but we
found such a difficulty in getting inside £zain alar~

*10 -
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the*start, and “ve carried "“n with us such~dirty

‘boots, tha~ we soon gave that up. i

All'along the road were t¢ be s~en half-sta,r\red
cattle nibbiing the g<een yurng gvass, which the
rerent settmg n of "‘“h rains had brought ~up, for
which the ,poor ‘beasts had been hungﬁrmg Tor many
months. Pretty little grey squirrels were runnirg
‘;long 52 road. from tree to tree, with thrir long
feathery tails.curled over their backs. But we had
to keep our"heads well inside thc"gharrie out of
range.of the splashes from the wheels -~ At night,
dagkness was -made Fdeous by the haw]mg of
jackals and croakmg of "huge bull-frogs. ~

We at last reached Ber ires,"where I regretted to
lp{ﬁve‘tﬂﬁ part with -ny friend, who had much further
to go to 4Cin his corps. 1 duly joined the regiment
EQ which I was te be temporarily attached, and

shared a bungalow with four othef young officers.
There- were some thirty or forty_ensigns like
tryself attached to do duty with the three native
infantry regimenis at Benares, viz. the 42nd, 50th,
and 67th, where w= rer 1ame~<1 uutil the periodical
permanent posting to r,fglments “was gazetted _
Timé passed pleasantly enough. We had drill
?é;y early in the mornings when it did not rain,
while in_the Cfternoons we went hunting jackals

~with. our ~dogs. These hunts generally encded
Il
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trlurm;hantly for the juckals, but they afforded us
great Tun, The awful headers some of¢us used to
go Tptq ditchesyand éwamps; the fighting® among
themselves of el Cpbﬁ horses, the bedsts always
seemmg to cons:der that .ﬂ*hpse opportunltles mof
tearing éath othﬁr to pieces were _ nevern to be
lcst; thie battles mnong the dogs when no jackal
was in tview, for they were all stmnger@o -each
other, and, as a rule, mongrels gf thegfirst water—
helped to. keep up the excitement. * Qur _refurn
home was qmte a Slght for we- usua]ly,.were
covered with mud and drerched wish rain. When
e started we _were dresseds in nice clean white
suits.

A jackal is a cowardly, carnivosous animal, sGrhe-
thing in appearance between a fox and a-wolf. [
have only heard of one instance gfkits attacking i
man, and that was quite uncal {qeql An officer of
a craq,k Bqu.a] cavalry reg}ment was rétummg from
the mess-tent to his own ‘one night, when a jackal
sprang at him and bit him, ilimefiiately making off.
Such an occurrente w:as SO unuﬁgﬂ and unheard of,
it was feared that the -beast was mad, but no ill
effects happenﬁd from the bite,

They are very cunmng beasts. On my, xeturniog
from shooting to-camp one evening} a Jackal was

3
rufining along a pathway near the road¥l wasosn, <
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. 1, wanting to emipty my gun, fired at it at a dirtance
of thirty 7ards. The _]ackal dropped, apparently
dead. T went up to examine che wAund, lifting the
~beast partly up by theail to’wrn.hin over, and left
hir. for dead, thmktn;b 1.-odd thag.a charge 0‘ No. 6
- shot shculd have been so effective at that distance.
After having gone some thirty or forty yards awag
1 lookeé¢ round and, to my astonishment, caw the
jackal with his head turned in my direction watch-
ing e, I-~presented my gun agai~at him; both
barrels bemg empty, I did not fire. DOW‘] went the
keyd, and on my gomg‘away from him further he
Jumped up and ran away, apparently unhurt., The-
only injury "I couH find that he had suffered from
the & Siot was a few~holes through his ears and a cut
across hiz nose. They are very noisy at night, and
even in the heart of Calcutta keep new arrwa]s
awake by their WGIF(‘L howls.

After some”three.months at Benaresthé postings
came out, and I found myself gazetred to the 6oth
Regiment Bengal “Nafive. mfantry, then stationed
at Banda. On jojning, I fourd tuat the corps was
about to march Zor Umballah 2 statlon in the
Pupjab, "distant from Banda 436 milés. . .~

A long-march in India in the cold season is most.
enjoyable. Diuner is soon after -sunset, in order
“that<he large mess-tent may be “struck and started

13°
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off with all tae mess Property before tattoo for the .
next encamping-ground, where, ‘on _rival next
mérning, it is~found pitched and the table laid
for breakfast.

Th1*=-~ arrangemant necess..2"es early to bed, which
is just as well; for we have to turn out _very eatly,
the first bugle solinding from three to four o’clock
in the morning, according to the length of the march
before us.

These marc{ s vary from ten to fo urteen n;ules

some few-are shorter, and some longer, ‘but. these
are exceptlona.l
~ As 'soon as_the first bugle sounds—the camp
having until then been”wrapped in dead silence,
which “is stringently enforced~-a regular “obel
ensues. The hammering of tent-pegs; inen calling
out to the camel-drivers; camels roaring and moan-
ing ; men of the rear-guard hurrying up every one,
for they nave to wait on the ground-unti! the last
camel and bullock cart has left, and they accompany
the last during the whole march.

I have known™ reaﬂ—guar‘ds oa_an ordinary march
to be e1ghteen bours on the road, which was in a
terrtblg_‘b‘gd “state, and our transport consisted of
small carts drawn by Wretchgd bullocks, ~

All this stnkmg of fents, loadify of carts and
camels is done in the dark. Perhaps”a fire 4s t¢
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.be seen here anA there surr sjunded b/ men ready~
aressed amd waiting for the™ bugle to ‘sound the
“fall M2 When this bugle soury’ s the J;um:-llt
dimmlshes - Officers and nrep find their way to
the- main road in frar> of fhe 9fmp, where the
regiment will® bt; drawn up.

Not, however, without some rZshap is this goal
always .-eqched _ Often have I run up against a
cainel, put my, foot into some hole that had formed
‘part of a natrve’s cooking-place, or sumbled over a
bundle of bedding dropped off a came:

I;Iavmg “fallen in,” the” reglment receives the
order “Quick march,” thé band strikes up, ahd one. °
feels in bett=r humour. Cn the order to *march at
ease? pipes and cigars-are lighted, and talking com-
mences. .Daylight appears- then the coffee-shop,
which had been sent on with the ‘mess property

the night before, apd left by the mess-man at a
place as Jlearn-half-way to the new camping- ground
as. good and abundant drinking wcter was to be
found.
~ There on the grcumd as for.a picnic, the chottha
hazire, or “little breakfast, s laid out On a table-
cloth, t¢>which repast one and all do !mPle _justice.
nalf-an hour is generally allowed for the halt, and

on the corps marches agail to tha enhvenmg strains
Y ollrsy S "‘\.ﬂﬂf]n
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"Qff the read herds of antel::»pe’*are sometin’es to,
be s€en. I nave on'more than one occrsion seen a

herd boundin,x along parallel to the reginfent for
some dtstancr wh~1C suddenly they- seemed to
maka-up their n{nds to cr’s~ the road, and did 50
close in iront of the band. Once 1 saw. most of
< herd pass between the band and the leading
compdy.

Presently exclamations of “ There's the dueg
buegy ” are kard. This is a natiCe_kettle-drum
which a .camp follower sitting by. the side of the
road, beats at the distarce (}f seme Six hundrgd
yards from the rew ground. This drum can be
heard a Iong way off ; it”zives natice tothe villagers
around that a regiment if coming, and th~xan
opportunity is afforded- them of selling”miik, vege-
tables, fowls, etl,, etc., while. the_regiment leariis

that it is near the march’s end”

Tired and footsore men cheer up, and a general
stepping out can be observed. On arrivas, the
regiment is drawn up; reports~6f men fallen out,

etc., are made, dad 941 arc dismissed.  Officers and
men are generally. white w;th dust. This, however,
is soon. got r.d of, and within half-an- hour {iie mess-
tent is full of men tubbed, comfortably dressed, \El

pitching into a goo'a breakfast.

- After breakfast, if any good reports concernmgﬂ
16
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game- have been received, a niimber of officers will
scily forth ip search of it.

Haviag, reached Umballah, e sooyp’ settled down
comfortably The followmg old sea~on we JOIIIEd-

in the first camp of exer ise that e ﬁ took pla,ce in
Incha I behevu "I efijoyed it immensely.






CHAPTER 11

- At Umballah—The Mutmy—Defendmg the %ell of Arms—wUnrest ,
and algrms—The~Delhi Field Force—Arrival at Paneeput-—-
123!rdr:'l'f!zri'-t"‘~ Rohtuck—Incident at the well—Adventurd™with a
mepoy—AL Ruhtuck—-—M ore alarms,

"

A FEW months after the breaking up”of the camp,
on Sunday, May 10, 1857, the natlve troops at
Dielhs, Meerut ~ Umbalkah,” and ather stations
mutinied. In many ingtarices the men murdered
their British rofficers, their 7ivesy and children with
greay =nd inhuman barbarity. In some cases little
children :vgr'\ thrown up in the air and caught on
the bayonets of the sepoys before their poor mothers’
eyes, who were t}’emselves brutally treated, and
mutilated pefore being murdered

The mutiny of every fegiment df the Bengal
Army was arrangé¢te tomtake® place on May 10, 3
Sunday, when the nmtme*rs cilcuhted on having
the advantage of c;atchmg the Briish 3uld1ers in
church without their arms, ammunition, «and hprses
and Qf belgg able to massacre them as they came
out.

~But very fortunately, in consequence of the ho

19
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weather haying well set in, the e{ening service on
that partu:ul T Sunddy was at Meerut ¥z1d half-an-
huur Jater thon was usual. Before the - 6‘0’(:'171 Rtﬂes'
had entered ihe ckuich sounds of musketry Were
heard; the “ala“m” ‘and as’embly ‘were snun:'led
and the troops rushed off for their arms sp that When
~he 3rd Bengal Cavalry galloped down on their way
to the :hurch they found the Rifles on pa*aﬂle armed

- The month of May was chosen hecause it~ was
one of the huttest mnnths of the “year, anciL the
conspirators’ considered that those who escaped
the massacre would succemb fror sunstrpk_eaapd
exposure.

Luckily for us,~the '.atives of India had little
confidence in each other, and some of the rggﬁfﬁﬁts,
before committing themselves, waitdd. to ‘heatr
whether other corps had already done so. Canse-
quently, instead of the mutiny. sweeping the Brltr"h"_
off the Tace of Bengal, as wag interded.it caused
a series of events, of disastrous nature enough,~to
occur, but on mfferent _dars, af different statmns,_
with short and "ong 1nte-*va,ls between, which gave
us opportunities,. of assembhng, combining ~ for
defence, an® of sending information to Bombay,

Calcutta, England, and other places.
fn less than a moPth a force hal marched from
Fmballah to besiege Delhi, and had fought its first

20
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-ﬁght with the rfutineers at Badlee ke Sergd_on
]une 8, whn the rebels were "beaten,jand pusued
almost up to the city walls.

Dﬁlhl was'the great rendezvbys for 21l the mutlmed
reg ments and scum ef India, wh?ﬁa they hiyed, to
use an exp;esswe term, and were kept frdm further
n‘IISChIEf by our siege, which they%ruitlessly tried tm
5 raise frm]une 8 until September 14, the day we
assaulted and.cnterq:l the to 1;'/w

- Qn Suncla? May 10, my regirfient, the 6oth
B.N.I. 4 muttnled and broke " into the Bella of arms.
Kach  companys had one fb 1tseli in which the
Sepoys aeposued afteg ea;Eh parade and duty, theig
muskets, bayonets, belts,and pouches which con-
tain:] twenty or 4hirty rounds of ammuniion, I
orget wh;dh These were kept under lock and key.

My pay-havildar, or sergeant, appeared breath-
jass at my bungal@w,gt about 10 a.m., and reported
to me that she sepoys had mutlnied and were
bﬂeakmg open the bells &t arms. The old gentle-
man begged me tosride down at bnce to the linds.
I mounted my hc:rse :.md ga*lopﬁi down, making
at once for the centre bell ot arma of tie five con-
tained %n the block belongmg to the mght wing of
the,reglrﬂent for it Eelonged to No. 2 Company, of
which I was in <harge, as tire capaip was on furlough

in England.
21
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Lmt oncd saw that I was only just m time, for
the, Grenadrs and’ No. 3 Company ‘nad broken
nfto theirs, were puttmg on their belts; and had
their muskets in ghej hands. 1 pushed through a
crowd of men 3d turned a"number of sepoys of

No. 2 Company.away from the doo;:. of #heir bell of
*arms.*

If ferce’looks could have kiled m"“‘I shouch.
have been a dead man, perhass I should say boy,
on the sP:::t * The door of No. 2 "Company~was
inside a .porncg, which the others-had not. This*
portico served as a sentry-box for~the sentry,"wko

swas always pgstec over ?he klock of five.

[ thrust myself ®into 'his, and puttthg my back
against the door, defended it. ¥ implored ;hﬁm
not to disgrace the cdmpany as others~had doge
theirs. I heard® the door of No.1 Company burst

open and the men shout.

Men “of ~ the Grenadiers and otlier comganies
w1th fixed bayonets came up and yelled insolenily
to me “to come out.” ~Others were loading their
muskets, and cJdhe nfm_sald" “All right, T will
shoot you theré.X I-~told him-that if he did he
woulds blaw~ the whole place up, for the ammu-
nition inside would explode. Luckily_for me he
believed it, and with an oath canie down to the
“ready,”

22
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_One man lowered his bayonet and said to~me,
‘ Ceme out'or I will bayonef‘ you.” 3The séhtry,
quite a young lad, stood in front ol the pertics,
apparently stupefied. I ordeied bim o come down
to the charge p031t16" 1 and help /me defend the
door. . Henlns}@ntly obeyed and .as quickly was
knocked ~over, disarmed, and diséppeared.

" The nva»ar:h with-his bayonet lowered, apprdached
Rearer to me, fhreatgmng as before. I was making
up Ry mlndftu spring at him and pos.:.ess myself of
his mugket and bayonet, when the qld pay;sergeant
a&péaged on the- scene. - Hé forced himself to me,
and, knockmg the bavonfjt down, said, ““I 'am a-
Brahmin ; you will first kave to kill me, then the
heuzcnant and tlzrr you will get this door open:”

Klllmg 2 Brahmin, or man of the priest caste,
1S looked upon ag sacrilege by Hindus. The old
gemleman put hiniself in front of me. The loaded
muskets were Plﬂwerf.d and the sergeant said to me,
“Bo not you argue with them, sahib ; let me.” A
tall, dark-complexioned seply, with whﬂm I had
often practised wrestling an&,'ﬁsirﬂe—stick in the
regimental sports shed, with his bayonetfixed and
musket'at the trail, caught hold of the pay; serg:eant S
a?m,_and dried to pull him out of the portico, saying,
“I am a Brahmin too; cofne out of this.” I seized
‘the musket and bayonet out of the man’s hand, and

. P
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wcPushed him out.” I shall newér forget the mag's
1001? as he abused ,,me He rushed up to another
SepoY and seized his loaded musket * The pay-
sergeant, calling™ the man by his name (he was.a
Tewtarrie, but the other name I forget) asked him,
“ What “are yeu going to do?’e Other sepoys.
“shoufed to him,%and I heard the word “ Magazine,”
It was evident they feared an egplosiot if the mae-
fired at me.

At this moment Colonel Drougﬁt sappeares on
the scere. Ha called out, *“ What is all this about?
my children?” The rrler‘i congrefated rgundﬂhlm ,
‘the dark manywerit too. #The good old pay-sergeant
said to me, ** Buck gea, $akib 1" $Anglite, “ We have
escaped, sir!”)

The colonel, on secing me, cailed meaup to him.
The sergeant sdid, *“ Go, sir; I will guard the door.”
I gave him the musket and bayonet and went to the
colqnel, the sepoys making waz for rhe.

They were pomtmg to a troop of Horse Artilléry,
‘manned by Enghs.lynﬁn- and mmplammg that they
were tumed out to {ire qn the” gegiment, giving this
as the,reason {Sra the*r behaviour. It was Just the
othé™wax ; “the troop turned out in consequenge of
their mutinying.

The colonel aﬁk:ed me if I had got my horse, and

-, " . ) #
on my answering, in the gaffirmative, he ordered me

Y
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£0 ride up to the officer commanding the troor " d
to beg of him not to bring his guns down, as the
men dreac’:led their appearance on parade ar:d he
feared that it would drive the: £ mutmy'

At«delivering this message, I told the cfficer
the actual Dutisous state of things.~ He then with-
drew his troop hehind a barrack ottt of sight of our
~qen. - I ¥a%ped* back to the colonel, and, on my
JLeaching himA the ~epoys shouted _out, “ Bravo,
Wsker. Sakib!” And these were the. villains
who afew minutes before were a.busmg me and
t’lredtenmg my “ife !

I' looked towards the ~ay-sergeant. There he
'Was, domg sentry-go over ‘the portico. He smiled
at me and 1 shou ‘€ (I could not help it), “ Shabask
kgte, havildar 1" or, “ Bravo, pay-sergeant!” The
bell of arms of Ne. 2 Company was the only one of
the ten of the regimr=t that had not been broken
ope_t-L and robbed ~>f arms and amm‘un‘ition. R
have a certificate to that effect from the colonel
himself.

]

Other officers ~of the.regimenT had appeared
on the _scene, and-the men ~comsfienced” to return
the,lr arms and accoutrements. Sc~ endes” the
awiar Max 10, 1857, so fir as my regiment was
concerned.

Incendiarism was rife all over the station, and had

27
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E@rjq for some days. Private ,,Tjungalows, empiy
Eutbpean barracksfeven, the sepoys’ Huts were set
fire *o, causing alarm and anxiety by day'and by
nigﬁht}.\ |

Or the afternoon of the "‘Eoth ﬁv§ or sirfof us .
were having luach with Captainﬁlﬂuay,rﬁtl-the regi- -
‘ment.” In the niddle of it we were all s}artled'lgy'
an otliinou$ sound. We jumped-up simtﬁtaﬁmgﬂw
from the table, exclaiming, “ That's a ~agazine blowy
up!” We rushed out, and, not sgehg,_l anytking,
sent mea to inquir 7 They returned samng thae
no explosion had occufred in the_station. Wg After.
wards discovered that Tg* the very time we heard
the explosion the Delhj ‘magazine was blown up bya
Lieutenant Willoughby, of the Bmﬁg&l Artillery, v who
was in charge of it, to prevent .ts falﬁag ir_lto_?ghe
hands of the Delhi mutineers, 3 great numbar of
whom were killed by the ~explosion. I beliéve
- that, is“wfhat we.he&rglt, alth~ugh the distance is
one hundred %ind ten miles. -on
“ Another regi?neﬁrg of. z:tiue“Infantry, the 5_th,-,
mutinted and ize their arrag. in the afternoon,

IIH

but returiled them. Theig lines, or huts, were next
to #a¢_60th~N.I.

The following day 1wy regiment was, exdelar 1o
parade, when the Géneral Officer, Sir Henry
Earnarg, addressed the men. He tald thew. L &

-
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‘had heard of all that had occurred, and as he feit
sure t at it"frose from groundless excitement 02 tie
men’s part he would overlook it, but ordered th&
two (;ng\igrs fo be brought forward anC the rEglment
towm in single_file, each man to kis"\both
_colours. .. his~ was pa-t of the ceremony they had
gone thrm}éh as recruits when swGrn in, mlaning
\%Ity and ﬁdellt}A

~ahis perfo{mance having been gone through, the
;&ment was ceformed and dismiss€d. We were
afterwards tolkﬂ by spectators~that after"‘klssmg the
COIOL 5 and g\pmg a short way past them each
sepoy spat on ~the ground..- which among Asiatics
means contempt " “and scort..

Afier this, to shc“” the great confidence the British
officers placed in th@ll‘ men, we were ordered to sleep
at mght on the ma s between the-huts. I used to
see the sepoys all 7“ght: long dodging from one hut
to another. I-could near the rattle of rafirods as

| l;he:'-r loaded some thket* and as lt bncame day-
" break the pops cZu sﬁld by {ne extraction of the
cartridges. Altl’“og—' unplearmt It was exciting
work, although rec o on my- bed _kept me
awake, “while my cc  ence in the sepoxs kept
\“"""“4«011 my Tran. rs _revolver. “One n" wht 1
was awakened by the bugrlu sounding the alarm, for
2 fire had broken out in or lies,~ I could not have

A9
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been asleep more than a minute, I think ; it Was a
H frig: tfully hot mght [ doubled down tithe SfiPOY 5
n=t which was on ﬁre. The property waa; being
resCaed by th¢ man . by whom the hut was Qiccupled
and F's friends. beemg some cookmg-fp Still
inside, I tashed in and brougkt them out. ,-/ "I handed
~hem over to thz owner, who thréw them on the
ground, exclaiming insolently, “ WEhat cq’;lj do witn
these now?” meaning that, he bemg 4 Hindu, 1[{;
touch had def ed them. This I knuv was all noii-
sense ; they"could have been purified acco;:dlng to
their custom. Cooking-pots are n“ladﬁ of I r-ass,
and are looked upon by natives as very valuable
‘property.

This sort of thing went on-*intil about Nay

22, by which time the 75th Gueen’s Reglment
and the 1st and 2nd Eumpean thngal Fusiliers had

oy

arrived from the hills, where thew Lad been statiorad
at Kussowlie, Dugshai, and J}Jbathm_ H.M. oth
Lancers and several treops 6f European Fwal
Horse Artlller}r were “in Um@pﬁh These troops
formed the nucleus of what s £fterwards called
‘““The Delhi Fl'ﬂLd I“,&JI'CE: i soon commenced
L its march for Delhi. My re ~1nt marched with it,

i

but w:e men’ behavlour ¢ the march W

much distrust and disgus. t]hat on the arrival of the
force at Paneeput- the CDI_—PS was ordered off to

3G
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Rohtu}:k_, ostensibk= to collect revenue, but to free
the. force of~a dangerous elemer.
The 60th then numbered thirteen British officers,

a European sergeant-major, a ~wnbg>"of Eurasian
bat 2« en, and about 9o rank and file, |
T‘ll::n\;bkt‘b“e‘_for% we left Paneeput, we” British
.officers were entertained at dinner by the officers of
the 1st. Eyropear; Bengal Fusiliers, who- thorght,
as e did ourselves, that we were going to certain
»dc~th, and whﬁé?; our healths were dralk we were
agsureﬁd tha __they }vould erect ‘a monumeant_to our
memo.ies. A number of us had been at the -
Honourable East India Comgany’s military collége, |
Addiscombe, at the same time as many of them,
and some of the yr::;qg sofficers quite recently,-and
although "we knew -very well that our chances of
ever”again seeing other white faces.than our own
were slight, it did not spoil our dinners, or the fun
of the evening. |
With regret and diSappointment at the idea of
not jaiﬂing, as we tkought, in the attack on Delhi,
we marched out af Papeeput at an s tly hour the
following morning :r ROhtllCE, a tewn scine fifty
or sixtyniles east of Plaeeput. As we ma;c}"':
xh_the city the British -officers were ”tr;ated
with jeers, and in several instances with stones or
brickbats. A new commanding Foﬁ‘;cer, Colonel T, -
3 33
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Seaton, afterwards Sir Thomas Scaton, K.C.B., had-
ioinCd us just beforz we left Umballah” While onl
the rarch to Rohtuck we struck on a road oi, which
a mutinied regimes “ The Hurrianah Lrght jn-;_
fantry,” had just marched ¢t route for Del ~30
eager were they to get out ‘of Gur,.way~ick Iy for
us, that they left a quantity of theit baggage at the
cross'roads. Our colonel halted. us, and explamad-
to the men that as this was the property of n’.ﬂ*_-
“derers and .nutineers they might .ielp thernselr”‘
to it. Not”a thing was touched, which w we lmkeﬂ
upon as a bad sign.

‘On another day’s mdcch, at the half-way halt, one
of the sepoys, a recruit, dropped his lotah, a brass
dritiking-vessel, down a w=ll »Z%n drawmg water
On the bugle. sounding the 4 fall #n," the men
refused to do so, giving as'an excuse that the “nan
could not go without his lofal‘ Colonel Seaton, -
who could read their thoughts as it. were, went up
to the well, and asked the lad how much theTiotah
“had cost him.™ On nis replying “ four rupees,” the

colonel took hat sum out of his pocket and, hand-
_ing it oVer, sard. “ Here you atc; buy another one,

x_” Iet the_poor villagers ave your old on=” The
lad smjed and pocketed the _money//'lihe_jlﬁ

-

colonel, turning towards the men, said, “ Now that
~is settled, fall in.” The whole regiment did so at:

=
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‘once. They werg foiled in getting an excuse 4or
another ml?i:iﬁy. If. the usua]'methodﬂ of en?orc—_
ing discipline had been attempted, thE well would
probably have been our (the'bfﬁcefs‘) tombe
Two days before regching Rohtuck I was officer
of the reat-guawd, and as the bullock carts’ convey-
ing the baggage travelled very slawly, as usual, I
'{Tt off a;e ;oazl to shoot some hares, which were
plentifu. I had jus shot one when o heard the
ciiek of agmuskat lock behind me, I éwung round,
and gheee was a sepoy with his mushet -at ‘“full
caek.t I levelled my gun at *his head and ordered
him to “ ground ar;ns, ’;thtt‘is, to *place his musket -
on the ground, which he did. I*then ordered him
to take his belts off afld give me his cap pouch,
whh:h I Eogl?eted. e Then I dérected him to “ right
about turn.” I’ fired his musket «off, which was
lotled with ball, m#deshim carry it in his left hand,
with his beltsein his right, and marched himain
front of me into cam;). It was lucky for me that
I kiiled, instead of® qnle wqurfding,'that hare, for I
should have emtigd ey sqcor:cb barl and been at
the man’s mercy. On the way ha begged foroive-
ness, sdying that he haclfon]y left the griar-gufﬁ
‘S““ﬂ;;"ﬂ&qé, but as he was,a Brahmin, or of high
caste, this would have been agajn‘s; *his caste rules,
besides, such men are never sportsmen. The colone?

3 5 : -
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W gcung to try him by court-ma’nal next day, but
he EaCRPEd from the guard durmg the” nlght and
was fiever seen or heard of again.

After reachlw ICituck our time passed rather
slowly,. We were encampegl near an empty gaol
and on a piece.of ground surrounded Iy a deep
“artificial ditch over which were only two bridges.
Many exciting events occurred, hawever. . One dz7
the subadar-major, the senior nmative officer (th::re
were twenty in all), reported to Coloutel Seaton thZ:
the men.intended to mutiny that night and. murdez:
the officers, but that there were a number of farthful
.men who would try and-prevent it. The colonel
called us all up, and informed us of what had been
reported to him. He conclade”™by saying, “ Now,
gentlemen, what do wou intend, or wish to do?’
« Stick to you, sir,” replied one and all in a breath.
1 shall stick to the regimen* s long as feasibley”
said the colonel. He then asked who was orderly
officer of the day. I repued that I was. He orGered
“me at once to visit all the guazds. I did so and
found several 1en "absent from. their guards, it being
Jjust abou: dusk-~,. I reported this, and ordersd the
;é?'“ sant-major to send’ otrer men to replece the
absentecs.

On returning_ io my tent, I found my servant
taking my bed over to the doctor’s tent, the largest
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in camp. (On going over there, I found all %the
officers, except the colonel find Shebbeareﬁ the
adjutant, agsembled, their beds havigg also been
heotight there. It wag for matual protectifn and
defence; and would eagble us to make a good® fight
of it if attacke'xl Shebbeare and the colonel were
gomg to,sleep ig the latter’s tent jast Uppos1te )

~We dheds as usual in the mess-tent, and durmg
_tiﬁlner the Aldar, r man in charge of the wines,
ré&ortedshal there was only pne bottle of beer left.
"Wetdeaided that this should then and‘there be put
®p to auction. It was knocked down to the doctor,
Surgeon-Major Keates, “for si2 rupees—twelve
shillings in those dtys——amid ouf fun and laughter

After, mess, I had again to visit the guards, and
found the-whole df the rear-§uard intently listening
to the reports of blg guns. I heart them distinctly,
and we alsos saw flasties. Delhi from Rohtuck by
ma,d is distant fifty "milesa It was supﬁosed te be
guns fired from the ridge to encourage mutineers,
and raise rebellmn

On returning Stema e doctor’ stent”; found that all
the officers had turned ipto bed sWe chatted AWz
| unul one by one we fell off to sleep. al was,ﬁkmg
an opéirwart of the tent and saw two sentries meet.
After conversing for a minutg os->two, they com-

menced to perform the bayongt exercisg. THe
Y -
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ﬂbrje;‘:ts of their points no doubt they wished were .
their officers.

i ! was aroysed by another officer, Captain 'f}reen-,
callin{ my name. ‘*e told me there was a réwn
the fnen’s tents. [ got up ard ljsteged, but it had
entirely ceased” 1 went towards” the sergeant-
majolis tent to inquire about it, byt met the native
officer of the day, who told me that there’had been
acall of “thief” in the city, but’everything was quiet
in camp, I returned to my tent and sleptwntil aﬁ‘;
light. We were told that the noise was cuséil b§
the bad characters of the regimert jumping up 7o
attack and murder us. Thesfaithful men, however,
were too sharp for them, and junped ap too. Then
forn{e’r at once gave up the project, and, a dead
silence ensued. The emeute had failede So enged
that eventful day.



CHAPTER I

Mutiny of the 6oth N.I.—Escape of the officers—Adventures on the
way to Delh1m¢¢reral—]ulns the 2nd European BengalaF usiliers
—The 51ege#-~The 23rd of June—Heat and thirst—Death of Lieut.
Jackson—The ex-paryn-—Melody and the spy_—SlegE games.

-~

O ]uﬁe B, in the afterpoon, five of us, the
'juﬂ‘i‘!)r- afficers of the regiment, went out ~shooting,
and were just about to retu;ﬁ to camp when we met
some of the bandsmem, Who wer2 escaping from it.
They told ms that the corps®had mutinied and
murderad. all the officers, and that a compahy was
‘corning Gw__llﬁnt us up.® We met others who
cerroborated the *en\rt We youngsters were well up
in the topography or the Rohtuck District, having
s*udled the map welll  After a few mmutes conssllta-
tion we made for the Delhi road, deterrnmmg to
ride along it towardb the ~camp, hoplng to pick up
some of the othe*")ﬁicers To our’ *delight we found
them all on the road unhust, exlept tHe sergea

" mador, who had been shot through thesaarm. G the
officers mxcept Licut.-Colcnel R. Droug%t had got
their horses; Doctor Keates "had even brought
away his dogcart, in which he had for some ddys
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kébt his valuables. The sergeant-major -was
seated on the dogdurt, his arm having been bound
11P

We felt as if we had got free from chaifs &f
bondage,.for we were convirfced that ROONEr or later
the men would “mutiny, and equa]]y sure that we
Sh{)lﬂd never be employed as a regiment in. quellmg
the mutmy, for the authorities would naver trust I;he
men.

After a few minutes’ delay, during which {He
colonel was in conversation with some of the fmert
who had remained faithful to us, v.fe five 4uniofs
started on our ride to join the Delhi Field Force.
We soon got ahead of all the othersy delighted at
the idea of our emancipation, and eager tovget on.
The road was fearfully dusty, for™not g#rop of ¥ain
‘had fallen for rhonths, and t}w heat was Intensg.
We were soon begrimed with dust andpparched with
thirst, as were our hores, aLthough we had ot
ridden them fast. The inhabitants of the v1llages
which were on the ~ roadsidé 4s Wﬁ' passed freely
expressed their hatrt.,d of us, ahlafter passing one

ﬂqll?geﬁwe had a’shot fired at us.’

We did rot feel strong enough to enter these
villages and demand water, although mue% in meed
of it. At last w¢ came upon two small huts by the
roadside ; near these there was a well.  But what
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is the use of a well without a bucket? We det?r-
mined to demand water, and carbledl up the inmhtes.
An old man appeared and reafily drew watér fot
w, * After we had s,atiatedm aur own thir:’?\:s, “we
watered our ,horses~ = The old man was ~very
inquisitive abdat us, so we told him we were going
shooting, I gave him two rupees out of four I had™
brought With.me to pay the coolies we had hgped to
get (but did not) tG beat the jungle for us for the
frevious~ afternoon’s shooting. He was most
orateful and as we rode on prayed that God would
Keep ais safe. _

- It was about eleven®o’ciock p.mz, I think, when we
heard a horse tratting on the°road ahead of and
towards.us, We soon made out the rider to be a
na¥ive treqper, $ we drew up in line across the
_!.'E&d, with Ensigt\T. Dayrell, owner of the only
revolver amongst us, in the centre. We had given
ear guns to the bindsmen to protect themsalves
with. We challenged the _‘?:rooper, who drew up,
replying Friend.”» “He .toldx us that he belongéd
to Hodson’s ﬁc«"ﬁe‘i and thatthe Fad a letter from
Hodson for the colonel of the &3th N
- This was to us joyous news. We tpld him where
he avould find the colonel, and plied‘ him with
questions as regards the news ‘2 Delhi. He was
a Sikh, and I have often seen him since as a native
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oicer, one of the noble Hodson’s most trusted
merf. He gave ua a description of the first battle
Toug"‘]t against the jautineers at “ Badleg Ke Serai,”
and How they had Feen beaten and driven int8 #e
city? He described to us wherg The Delhi Field
Force was encamped, viz. on the Rohtuck side of
a rldge of low hills, which screened the cymp from
Delhi.  He gave us information regarding the: rqad
we had befoge us, and the last*. cautjon he gave us
was that a reglment. or two of mli'clne,zrs w&'e'
encamped about three miles® ahead of us of out
right of the road, and"glose to iz * He advised s,
too, as soon as "we saw the tents to leave lthe
road and get away” into the jungle tosour left, and'
pass quietly on as he himself had done.

We had not gone rhuch more "t_lla_.g).-mﬂe when
we reached a town, and here #7e road blfurcated
and we did not know which way to take. Present]y
at «the blfurcatlon wg Aiscovéred an armed me,
ewdently a sentry. YWe asked him which was ‘the
“road to Delhi; he printed oift the one to our right,
and we accordmgly ~ook it. We-fad not followed
it far wher: something.roused out suspicions. The
road narrowe,d and we heard some men shouting,
So we turned back, ind found that the sentry
had disappeared» .We then followed the other
rOad.
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Soon aft§r, some instrument that sounded somd-
what like a cavalry trumpet was sounded. "We
made for the cover of some jun¥le onthe op Osité
sile“of the road, and,rode pﬁrallel to it. ~After
listening attez{wekr, afid not hearing any ¢ther
sound, we made,for the road again and rode along
i,

We had haxdly rjdden a mile when, right in front
of us, the strajght “White lines of the <tents of the
mutine€rs burst into view. . There, was a bright
‘moon si'lirjing, dnd ft was really a Eretty scene,
We stsuck off silently to opt left into the bushes,
seeking the cover they afforded. We had a splendid
Pview of the zamp.» We heard ahd saw the relief of
sentriesatake place, the men'’s bayonets glistening
hk® streahwi_j‘llver Tlie challenges of the
sentries and reph...}xof the relief w=re quite audible.
The camp wis well pitched in perfectly straight lines,
wiich we could weli and **le}arly see as we passed
each row. 1 reall)r enjoyed tnis part of the ride. I
can only compgre nry feelmgs then as they had often
been before, andave been Zince,” when stalking
deer or other wily game.

When well past the camp we found the road
again with some little diffictlty, and followed it until
it struck on to a canal and ran aleAy its bank. We

were told by Hodson’s grderly that we had to créss




THROUGH THE MUTINY

tnis canal over a stone bridge, lﬂ;ut wegrode on and
onfuntil it appeared we were never going to reach it.
"On’ the other sid ’bi the canal we could see a ridge
of loW hills, and what appeaged to us a large nimber
of vhite tents. We were passing them ; indeed, we
passed them, and seemed to be ggfng further away
from them.

Tfmis was the most trying part of ghe Whole ride.
Our horses were fatigued, and it 15, miserable work
riding a jaded nag. . Three of our pdity =Tre dir'&?y
sleepy, 30 we agreed to rest for-half-an-bour that
they might have some sleep and the horses a reft.
Ensign Charles Dayrell‘angd I determined to keep
awake and on th€ gu: zive ; the three others were
in a ‘very short space of time fast asleep. The
exposures and hardships heqéydl;ed daxing
the siege of IPelhi, I may %’e say, killed my

fellow-watcher, who was a very pro}lising young
officer, a charming companiort, and a veri; gengql
favourite.

" For half-an-hour gve chatteticaway, about past and
passing events? and then, rﬁugiﬁg"‘/ﬁ‘p our sleeping
compagiofis, we” remounted, continuing our ride
along, this nqw to us hateful and obstructing canal.
We had not gone far before we were challenged by
a mutineer sentry; We replied ““ Friend,” and went
on, making our pace faster. We passed within ten
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yards of him. Hc was p;)st'ed under the shadow ¢’
the trees ru; ning along the side of the road we were
following, and was as much astornished as we wAre. -
After we had gone some distznce he shouted o out,
and was answered by some men posted in a clymp
of trees at ab<ut ohe hundred yards behind him.
We neither heard nor saw any more of him or his
frrends. '

At last we tame~to the bridge, crossed it in high
spirits, and four that a little beyond I the road
again biturcated At the angle was a”hause; and in
the verafidah an old fakeer, or religious recluse, was
perform"lg his morning ablutions. It was geiting
dayhght We asked thc old man which road led to
the English camp. “He told us the left ; but gs we
had been told wrong before, and as we had seen
what we tocl~for Lhe tents when ridirig along the
canal, we determmea > follow the road to our right.
_ The old faleer called out to us, “ Children! do

nov- go that way ; you =ill certamly be kiled.” He
| entreated us over T=d_over again, and the more he
called out to us .the ‘more deterriined we were to
ignore his advice "We had rot gone far before we
rode into a suburb of Delhi,” Paharipore. It was
full 6f mutineers. They jumped up from: beds which
were on both sides of the road, and_tumbled out of
verandahs of houses on the I'O.’:ldSId.EL,"" in fact we
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vere in a nest of them. They wee as astomshed to.
see us as we were them.,
~ Qa reaching the top of an ascent we zaw the
fortifi ;ations of Dm..lb in front of, and about half-a-
mile from us, 1 recognized the Lahore Gate of the
city andthe open space in front, on hich the 6oth
were encamped some two and a Ha,lf years before
on our march up o Umballah. 1 knew that tke
Cashmere Gate, in front of whig, the rldge of hills
intervening;” Hodson’s orderly had tcld us the Delhi
Field Force “was encamped, was to ou{-i;ft I
explained this to my companions, who acknowledged
that the old fakeer had been alvising us ~for the
best. To have ridden batk would have meant
certain death, for the mutineels were thoroughly
aroused.

I espied a b_ra.nch lane runyw to the left,
which looked as if it would lea us towards the road
we had refused to take, and out of-the erowd of
mutineers.- We at cace det<rmined to follow it.
Meeting a yorng Sepoy, wMOﬁped him, and
showing him the pistol ‘orderéd  h /1, 1 to take us to
the road_leading tc the Casumere Gate. He
willingly did so through narrow lanes until we
reacned -it. © He took us towards the camp, "and
showed us a sentry of the 2nd Croorkhas, then the

camp itself, We passed the dead charger of Colonel
a3 "
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Chester the Ad_]utant-General who was killed on
the 8th, We thanked and dlsmmsed the sepoy to
whom I gave the two rupees 1 1ad left out o the
fory. ~ He begged hard-to be allowed to remam
with us, but we. refused him, and I have felt sorry
-ever since that we did so.

Soon after entering the camp we met the Gen~ral,
Sll" Henry“Barnard‘“ Being the senior of the party,
I went up to him and reported the mutiny of the.
regi 2 and (he safety, we honed, of all the other
ofiicers. .I'he Gereral“replied that he never ex-
pected to_see one of us again,.and expressed his.] -Joy
at our escape, We Went—ast;aight to the tents of the
17t Fusiliers, where we were enthusiastically recelved
and right hospitably treated.

The-camp we thorght we saw when riding along
the canal turned E)-;L\”Q be white rocks and stones,
whichi in the bright moonllght looked whiter.than
tT.r:\reaIIy were. It was fortL.nate for us, therefore,
that we could not LQSS the ¢ nal for we should
have ridden to “wur destruction.”.Colonel Seaton
and the other officoa arrived safely with Hodson's
orderly later in the day, escaping all’ the da?lgemus
experignces we had passed through.

We,.the officers of the defunct 6oth Bengal
Infantry, were during the day attach{d to different
regiments in camp for duty, I was~posted ta the
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2nd European Bengal Fusiliers, to vhich gallant
reg\ment now the 2nd Battalion Royal Munster
Fus liers, 4 after’:fa,rds permanently belonged

The four officers who accompanied me in the ride
from Rohtuck were Ensigas Charles and Thomas
Dayrell (brothers), A. Murray, 2 afd P. Dalmahoy.~
Ensign T. Dayeell, if 1 remember right, passed
through Delhi travelling by /"‘harrle Sn May o9,
escaping the mutiny and massacre there by only a
few hours.. ~He hac lately arrived from P3lihes

On the morning after Gur reaching the carfip,
June 12, the “alarm” and assembly | sourrded
early. These two bugle <calls we heard constantly
during the siege. We at onge fell.in under arms,
and hastened up to the attacked part of qur position,
which was. the Flay Staff, wl*re a picket ~f two
companies* of the 75th Mment now the 1st
Battalion Gordon nghlanders, and two guns “were
resisting a form1dabl attack of the enemy. Fle
officer commanding. the picket Fad been killed. We
were extended -"n s’urmmhmg order, drove the
enemy, who had advanced or their right beyond
the™ picket, ddwn ~over the "ridge into an estate
s=rrounded by a high wall, and known as Metcalfe's
compound. Lieuteriant T. Cadell of my regiment “
won the Victoria Cross on this occasion. On
entexing the gate there was a dead cavalryman
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of the eneny’s, and as | had no sword I appro-
priated his. It was a curved native tulwar, a
heavy and awkward weapon. = Making a cut-/;aril_:hﬁ
these weapons, as we are accustCmed to make the;n,
nearly breaks one’s wrist-

After the reg'ment had entered the compound we
extended again, our bugles sounded “left shou]ders
forward,” <r rigi.t wheel.” (This is the only time
I have seen a ﬁrj_l_mle regiment wheel as a_company.)
We «thag_advanced parallel to, and with our left
resting on, the river Jumna, and drove“the enemy
rigcht back into the town.

Then were established the two pickets known as

the “stable ” and “ cow-shed ” pickets, so named
from the buildings having been Sir Theophilus
Metcalfe’s stables and cow-sheds, Sir_Theophilus
Metcalfe, the owZc~of this large estate, was Com-
tmssioner of Delhi when the mutiny broke out, and
~scaped, as will be prezently ~elated.

On retu;ﬁ?g_\i:g camp | “ame across a poor
wounded lad of 7.e ;ﬁd Fusiliers. _sitging up against
a bridge' smokiry ~t75 oipe. I a~ked “4im where he
was wounded ; he renlied, “nght ~12 the stomach,
sir,”gnd he showed me the hole in hisf_tunic made

- by the ball. He, on a dooly cx hospital litter being
brought up, got Inty it, and was taker off to hospital,
where he died within two hours, . He could not”
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have been more than seventeen or eighteen years cf
age. He did not seem to suffer much pain; indeed,

" he 1 °ld me so when I expressed my astonishment at
his being able to sroke his _pipe.

On arrival at the mess-tent for breakfast I found it
full to o‘verﬂowing, a great number ¢~ refugees being |
sheltered there. These, some of wnom were English -
and some Eurasians, were mos’y men-who held

-~
Government appointments ir the “district around

Delhi, and had been obliged to leave their oosts
and seck protection in camp. Many had escaped
with simply the clothes they had on their backs, and
had to sleep as well as live in the mess-terit, having
nowhere else to go.

I-was permitted to purchac: an English cavalry
sabre from the quartermaster’s_stores of "H.M. oth
Lancers, which, although hep”*~ than my old
infantry sword, then probaay in possession..ofa
mutineer—for of course it rwas looted witn all mu
other property at Rohtuﬂk—w/ far handter
weapon than the tulwar.

The next eventthat I chie‘hf,rf;:;llect took place
on June-23, although betweep the 12th and that
date the alarm was constantly sounded and &ght-
Ing toox piace, but .the 23rd was a record day.
We sustained a determined attack by the enemy in

~ great force, the Mahometans having sworn on the
e - - 52
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Fforan, the ‘Bible of the Mahometans, to take our
camp. It had been prophesied by astrologers tjat
the British rule was to last onlg one hundred y’ars,
counfing from June 23, 1757, the date on which Clive
won the great_battle of Plassey, and it was to fillfil
‘this prophecy the great effort was made. The 2 3rd
‘was also a great day among Hindug and Mahomegtans
in 1857,

The alarm apd aésembly sounded early. My
regineii~as ordered up sharp-to the ridge, where
wé halted at the Observatory picket. From there
my‘company, No. 1,.under coffimand of Lieutenant
Jackson, was detached to Hindu Rao’s house, a
post held in strength throughout the siege by the
and  Googrkhas, the Guide Infantry, and ‘two
compafiies of - the Aoth Rifles; the whole under

command of ME}E . Reid (now General Sir

Chafies Reid, G.C.B. )‘ of the 2nd Goorkhas. There
e also battery the heaviest guns we had in
camp, th;hatter of fact the enemy had far
heavier guns, thz{ they found in +he magazine, than
we had until the sicye (rain arrivel from the Punjab,

in the first week of Séptember | thifk it was, ~
Hindu Rao’s house was the right of gur posﬂtlﬂtl
during. the siege; the river Jumna was the left.

The enemy, besides delivering -a Trontal attack.
occupied the Subzi Mundi, a suburb of the city. and
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from it delivered a reverse fire on Findu Rao’s
hocse and the right battery.

h M 7 company was ordered to advance in skirmish-
ing order down the ridge tYwards the Subzi Muidi
to "keep the enemy in cheek and their fire down.
At the end of the slope were the first houses of the -
suburb. Out we went and descended the hill.
Having "got within range of o muske..s we were..
balted, and taking cover behind slabs of rock and
big stones, opened fire on the enemy, whe2} g wall
under cover, but ceased to acvance. Some, indeed,
who had advanced under cover of rocks and stoces
quickly retired. ]

No welcome clouds appear;d to screen us frors
the fierce rays of what our men called _““the niggers’ -
best friend.” We betame uncomfortably wart, then
'disagreeably hot ; and later on, Zcom the heat of the
stories on which we were lying“and the scorching” sun
above us, we were near.y bakéd. The twosompar;’s
bhesties—men who carry water W__Erfn?;? in large
goatskins—-—hacl se<ved- out all thf;f had, went for
more, and never eturned. o |

‘Che men wér calling out for water and ammuni-
tion, havmg expended all their cartridges. Lieutenant
Jackson ordered me to go up to Hindu Rao’s house
to ask Major Reid to send us both, and to explain

how we were circumstanced. Many of our men
54
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were uncorac:ous suffermg from sunstroke, before s
left the company.

On leaving the cover of the rocks to ascemﬁ the ~
k41,1 was the only man the epemy could see, aad
they 1rnmedlately paid me marked attention. - Their
bullets went 11151: hist!” past my ears; the rocks were
letered all round my feet; I felt that I could ghake
_them out~of my *111' How the idiots missed me 1
"can never make out, and I thanked my stars that
they~=d not been put through a musketry course.
~ I reached Hindu .Rao’s house and gdve my
message to Major Reid, who kindly promised to do
what he could for the com bany at once. 1 was then

Jnvited into the combmed mess-roam of the Goorkhas,
Guides, and 66th Ries; and had a refreshing drink.
I moay mention hﬁaring that on their mess-table,
although I do~othink I saw them, tne following

—mcitoes were cut : ‘“Celer et audax ” for the 6oth .

~u Stoutand Steady ™ Hor the’Soorkhas ; and “ Ready,
aye Ready ” io~the Guides.

I filled my seda-water bottle, g necessary which all
officers and men =afied (the bottles warecovered with
leather, and slung diagonally Over the shoulder) r), for
a drink for Lieutenant Jackson "and as many men as it
would go round, and commenced my jolirney back to
my company. 1 had hardly shown myself over the
~enct fF the ridoe than T encountered the fire of the
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enemy, heavier apparently than on my arcent. The
bullets in most instances struck short, hitting the
rock splinters of which were flying about me, some
ricochetting off with a great noise. When gettiry
close to my company I felt something trickling down
my leg. *““Wounded at last,” I thot@ht to myself,
but I was too much taken up picking my footing to
be abie to glance down even.

On reaching Lieutenant Jackson 1 told him the
result of my interview -with Major Reid, and-then
added, *-I hzv€ something here for youto drink, and
I think I am wounded.” I looked at my trowsers,
which were quite wet fron the hip downwards, and
scratched the back of my ‘hand with my broken__
soda-water bottle. It had beer! struck by a bullet,
and smashed off at the neck. Poor jacksom and
some others”lost their drinks.

Jackson then ordered us to -advance up to the

first row of houses, which ~as promptly_Aone.
On the left of the company “was M‘Iﬂlﬁ:mple
“held in strengtll by the enemy. I.was with. the
right subdivisien, 'u;hichh was Ed.gp. enfiladed from
this temple, or “Saminy House.” as it was called.
I went up to Lieutenant Jackson, who was standing
close to i* to"tell him that we were suffering from
the fire of it on the right. I had hardly made the

report than he fell dead at my feet, shot through
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the head fr.m this very temple. A bandsman then
fell é.lrr_gost over him, shot in the calf of the leg
.—an awful wound, a cut down to the bone as if
i\‘l'icted by a sword, *t bled Very freély I tird
my handkerchwf tight- round, or rather above-Tit,
but the poor tellow bled to death. A fine young
‘man he was, and a great favourite, He left a
.mdﬁ aud two n..“" three children.

As we were Josing men I ordered a dash across
the ~ad .which was in front of this frst row of
Tiouses, and as we crossed it I was rejeiced to see
rc‘nforcements for us cominga up it from our right,
the dlrectlon of the camp. My head began to
-swim, and I dropped insensible from sunstroke.
When [ returned to consciousness I found myself
lying~on the ground in the portico of Hindu Rao’s
house, among < row of men also suffermg from
suri?‘:troke and exhawvstion. We were havmg water
potirci-aver our hedus. Au hour or so after I felt
better, and looked about for some of" my men.
Eventually 1 discoyered .sevea men of No. 1
Company able to walk, and h:wmg* obtained _per-
mission from Major- Reid, marched~this remnan®of
No. 1 Company back to camp between seven and
eight o'clock p.m. It was davk, and wC had not had
a mouthful of food all day——in fact for twenty-fou=

hours,. We had been exposed to the sun, as above
: o -



THROUGH THE MUTINY

described, all day long. There were “10 helmets
in those days. We had no better protection from
the sun than forage ~aps made of pasteboard, with/
a “small white turban nea“ly folded ‘round thten:'
with one end hanging dowa neatlg.but uselessly
behind, with black leather peaks. "The men- had
wadded covers and curtains, whlch were worse.
This day’s work was enouy’l 40 Kiok the
strongest man up, Just as we were Tleaving H}qdu
Rao’s hous. verandah, or rather portico,-a waded
musket  whizh some one had placed agajnst the
wall fell, or was knocked over. It went off ard-
shot a poor little Engiisf] bugler boy throﬁugh the
head. The poor dad was lyi ng exhausted on the-
grourd, as were many othefs. [ shall never forget-
June 23, 1857. The force lost I. officer and 30 men
killed, and 3lofﬁhcers and 118 men wounded. The
enemy lost more than 1,000 men.
On the 25th we were agail engaged, an~7"Was
a second time knocked down with sunstroke, being
“for several days o= the. sick list in consequence.
Soon after, being rﬂported well and fit for duty, I
wa< given. ‘comrand of a company, and a very
_broud day it was for, me to command a company
of Britishi siG.diers in-action. I had a gplendid
—=slour-sergeant, an Irishman named Melody. Many

2 time bas he made me, and others, roar with
. 60
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laughter. ™ne evening on the cow-shed picket
I gave him some curagoa in a.bottle. There was,
I suppose, about a good wine-glass full He put -
u> bottle to his mouth and ~emptied it; then,
-~ looking down the neck muttered, “ By Jove."I
wish I could ’g'et inside!” On one occasion he
overheard one o1 the men say that he had been
toid ~~"vere runiing short of ammunition in camp.
Melody jumpec at him and exclaimed, “ We can't
run “ort_of bayonets, and “hat’s all wi want for
the blooming Pandies. Get out with ypur growls,
yQu spaiﬁeal"’ ) '
We subalterns were almcst contmueusly on picket
duty during the 51ege and, as colour-sergeant,
Melody was nearly a.7ays with me. The men were
allowed an extra dram of grog whenever they had |
been under firethis was called “the ﬁgntmg dram.”
‘Several times a spent_bullet travellecl over the cow-
:hwet making a~oise lil'e cats do on the prowl
at might in London and: Edinburyh?.wher the men
would shout, ““Bravo! there’s the cut brought the

grog!” and a minite or two afterwar’s, Melody or
some non-commissioned officer . would appear @A
the required certificate for me to sign on which the
ﬁghtlng dram could be drawn.,

Captams and subalterns did all the plcket duty a*—

Delhi with the exception of Ma_]or Reid, who never.
61



THROUGH THE MUTINY

left Hindu Rao’s picket from June” 8 to Sep-
tember 14, the dax of the assault. The mutual
congratulations whe 1 we had entered the cn:y were,
“Thank God, no’ more pickets.” We subalter7is,
hewever, got gate duty instead.

There were men in the 2nd FﬁSiliers_ who had-
been officers in line regiments ; there was an ex- -
lawyer, and an éx-parsoﬁn. Th latter ~>"in my
company, and we used to have logy talks together.
He told ne that he had become a parson.Zjainst
his will, and"had married against his father’s; who,
in consequence, when he was drawing a"small salary
as a curate, cut off the allowance he had ‘made him
to enhance it. This left him in very poor circum-_
stances, and to make maitel worSe his wife WAS
stricken down with_a galloping consimption. He
appealed, and the doctor appealed-to his father in
vain for furids to enable him to take her to CannES'
for the benefit of he. healt~ Money had—+-—"C
'procured ~and ‘his was dorie. The poor wife soon
died, and he, poor fellow, was a ruined man. After
telling me this, he said he had a favour to ask me,
““uich was, that.in thé event of his being killed, which
he had tried to be, and wished to be, I would see
that a whit= pebble that his wife once pICkE‘.d up,
and which he wore on a cord round his neck was

buried ~wvith him. Of course I made the required
' ~62
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promise, provided I myself was in the land of the
living. ~ He was killed at the, ssault of Delhi, " 1
-nsger saw his body ; but as all the men killed were
as a"rule buried as they fell, it is pretty certa. n
the poor fellow~had the valued pebble buried with
him, . |

Omoungxfellaw had been an officer in a H’gh-
land regiment, - 'nd at school with the subaltern of
his company ; he was such a nice gentlemanly lad.
He was severely wounded, and-while Iaid up fretted
because his subaltern a=d old schoolmate “was seeing
mcre of El;é fighting than he-was able to. After
Delhi fell he was taken by the hand, but did not live
Jong, poor lad. He_had a brother an officer in a
rCviment in the Delhi Fieid Force.

Thére were a number of Chinese pigs running
about Metcalfe’'s"compound ; they had been his pro-
perty, [ believe. Or‘e night-when I was with my
m} on the cow- sned plckejg! a bugler came into
my stall and woke me up, sayit *, “that there was a
“ beautiful China pig " close -by, aid m )_ght he shoot
it. I refused his request, as, ir"the first placq,,._
shot would arouse a riumber of sie€pers, and, in~.ie
second place, the pig was unfit to eat, as it had been
feeding on dead sepoys, or Pafidies, as we generaﬂy
called them. The bugler was much Jdisappointed, -

One morning Melody and the camp- cwman of
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the company captered a spy. 1. heard peals of
la™ghter, and went { ut to see what the _]er was. I
heard Mglody say, “Bedad, you've seen yaur
E, iigade for the last time; iny hearty. You'll never
wedr your cocked hat agaix, and here’s the officer,”
he added, as I joined the crowd.

£. tall Pandy (sepoy) with a very, & malj\imount
of clothing on him was in my colourergez s grasp, .
and behind was the carnp colour-m-n with a bamboo, -
Melody eixzlaimed, ‘“Piease, sir, we caught. th/\laek
divil poisoning a well and ke has been Sp igning Qs
a fine yarn as how his ‘uncle commands a brigede
inside Delhi, and he is his brigade-major, but as
the quartermaster- general 1s on the sick list to- dav—-—
he &5 doing his outdoor work ‘for him. ‘Please, sis,
I'm going to shoot this divil myself, for I have: never
shot a brlgade -major yet, and majn’t live to have
another chance.”

As soon as the roars of laughter this speectiag
called fortn had s Vsided, Pandy was marched I{
to show his paces, and-I had to remind Melody of
the order jusc iss~=d to send all prisoners captured
b , ~the oicket”itc camp, and that he could not
ihoot the prisoner. “But he insulted me, sit; he
said 1 was aotting but a gureed poor man, rephed.
“ae injured M-=lody, I'told him he could take his
priss:geﬁn@_qamp at once, report the circumstances,
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and make his request there Now “gureeh purwak”
(Anglice, “defender of the- oor ") is a very mmmti
expressmn o politeness, or ather of respect, among
the natives of India, and this wgs no doubt the
expression made use of by the~prisoner’ when
pounced .on by his captors, and which Melody con-
sidered an insult. The man was sent into /b’_‘..ad-
quarters, and next morning as I marched the picket
into camp we passed his body hanging ~"om a
gallows. )

"The cammon fly wa™a cause of painful 2nnoyance,
‘cornmencing at daybreak and ending ‘at dark, when
the,.mosqultos commenced their depledations. The

—dies were m millions ; they settled” on one’s fa.CEf
~ th, head neck and ears. I havc_gge; an ofﬁ'ce
lying, asleep with his mouth open, and the fl
walklng in and out as complacently as possibl<.
was necessary to keep ‘whirling one hand-vigoreu
arounu the other while conveymg food"(}} drink
“h= mouth to prevent flies fiv ag in with it.
= Whan several officers hcqf "ﬂned‘to be together ¢
a picket, we have pla~ed fiy~ 100,” which wa
: Each player.woula place a lum:

—

played as™
of sugar in front of him, covered over with hi

pocket-handkerchmf ard pu* one rupee into the
pool. Atasignal all the handkerchiefs were taken up,
and on whosesoever lump of sugar a fly set”ied first

L
A



THROUGH [HE MUTIN®

won the pool. "On oth r occasions we would sur-

ronind a quantity of s{ zar with gunpowder and
when well covered with flies they were blown up

Ihese were not ‘ntellectual games, but they helped
to passf the hot time away.-
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'CHAPTER 1V

The siege e “tinued—The figl: on Jwne 19—The Irish recruit—

" "Uider arre~t—On picket at the Flag Staffi—Covering the breach.

ing batteries ~Death of Lieut. Bannerman—The assault—Blowing
open the Ci s mere Gate—A European spy.

O~ Tune 18, the enemy havirg taken -up a
positici—a the Sibs; Mundi and Eed Ghur, a
stbhurh of Delk: on the Umballah road, a column
wassent outto attack-them. There was some nasty

street fighting. a- ey had established themselves
in “he. houses. which were on each side of the road.,

We had pé}tialiy cleared  them out” when thejr
cgvta]ry appeared :coming up the “road. At first
~maying slowly, they at las” broke into a half-hearted
Eﬁarge, but did not keep up wth their leader. The
part of my regiment I was tf e ; ~vith formed on a—
broad road runniy; at right ar gles-to the one they
were advancing on. Theﬁ"IE;der »dasI}ed pas’, s,
and as the leading sections came abreast of us, we
fired” & volley into them, They pulled up, went
fours - zboat—those that were left of them—and—
retired.  We wheeled up to our left acrogs—he road’

| /
and gave them more velleys, As théy could o
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get off the road, on a“ff‘ﬁa't’ir o, thw ‘ses, they
enfférec tonsiderably in men and horses. -

Thae leader's horse was shot and he was made
prisc aer. He had led his men rig-ht galla.ntly, and "
they had left him in the lurch.” 1’0 our asconishment
the brave cavalier turned out to be a woman. She
was retuined prisoner- for some time; I/ ften_saw
her in the provost-marshal’s tent, and she always :
asked me for opium.

Having doiie what was requ1red of us in the- Eed
Ghur, we were marched home ju"t as it was—*ﬁ.lng
dusk. The enemy followed us up; and we, covs
sequently had to retire firing. In this affair 1
recejved my first wound, luckily for_me a slight -
one. -

The most ~unpleasant “duty dunrg the s1ege was
the daily parads-an hour before” daybreak. This
was necessary, no doubt, "o guard { -against surp ,LS,E..
but we wese aroused {rom a gleep just becommg
enjoyable in the cac ¢ f the ‘morning. I have seenl

men and officers ~aftn . -the roll had been called, and
we d received the o1 &Lr to stand at ease, lie down
on the ground, often wet, and sleep it out until the
parade was dismissed,

— On June 19, I was on picket duty -at the
Dbservatary, when I saw the enemy by regimetits,

+h colcurs\"lylns, artillery and cavalry, marching
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out of tne Lahore” Gate. I immediately reported
the fact, and afterwards'made a second repe™t.“o the
effect that a large force fad marched out, and ~some
l6aded vamels had followed in rear. The ffaemy
made .a 1 ng detor, -working round to the rear of
the camp, and delivered their attack in the afternoon.
The of* Lancers lost Major Yule killed, and a-
nGmber of-men that day. There was sharp fighting,
and some »f our infantry had to form square to
reSISt»the enemy’s cava]ry,nwhen the ~quares suffered
f"um their artillerv. As usual tiey were thrashed,
and I fancy did not march home with the jaunty air
w1th “which they marched out of the city. An Irish’
recruit of ours was in one of the company squares
(rmed and a s?:rg%lnt seeing him blazing away ata
troop of our own artillery, asked him what on earth
he was dolng. His reply was, “Shure, sergeant, I
am firing low ard steady.” He had mistaken the
uuCp for some “Uf the enemy’s artillery, but he was
not again supplied with any : ﬂmumtioﬁ The same
morning 1 reported havii.o- seen some pigeons
thrown up from the precumtc——uf oue of our hog\tals
and that. the birds made: stralght for. the <ty. It
was late that night befere the fighting was over, our
loss having been 3 officers and 17"11311 killed, and 7
officers and 70 men wounded. ~ |
It was a grand sight to see. the P/Egal H.D"

69



THROUGH THE MUTINY

Artillery, the oth Lancei s, 2nd ﬁarabineers turn out’
during <he whole siege, which they did as srpa.rt]y,
as clean, and as white as if "hey were in cantonmentg.
We [ oor infantry, being always on plcketm* guaid
dutles never had time to clean >, Besices, during
the siege ‘we had our clothes dyed what was’
intendec” to be khakee, but I doubt if thrre were'
two tunics exactly of the same colour ™ a wnule
company. Some turned out nearly bl ek, others a
light yellow th= rest betwixt and between. ‘Rut the
desired object” wes gained, viz. +he men | j;g Je*s"
conspicuous in these motley tun.cs than in wh:te.-.
and the sentries were less lmely to be shot at’
night.

Time passed wearily; we were gettmg tired /9,5—
the sameness of the siege, and the constant harass-
ing caused by some of the eneriy’s half-hearted
attacks, which of course were made for this purpnse,
for they never believed themselves that they coma
capture the camp or rase the siege, especially after.
their grand efforts oa June 19, 2 23, and 25; and
Augvit 1. ]uly Igu-w:/ also a sad lesson for
them.

One night, when my cormpany was on the. Flag
Staff picket, and I had just turned in after visiting
my sentries—whick’ duty was a tedious and break-

in_nne q_n = dark night on that particular picket, as
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.th~ sentries were pested on the slope of the ridge
among ‘rocks aﬂd stc nes—Melody woke rne up and
toaorted that the mcst ‘advanced seritry “whbo was
post d in front of the Flag Staff,"on the rmcl leadmg
to the Cashmer= Gate, was calling out to "he picket.
We hastened down towards him, and, on getting _
near, heard him shouting out at the top of his voice,
“Sen 'y go, you lubbers ;sentry go!”  On reaching
him I 2%ked him what he meant by such conduct.
He replied, “ Shure, sir, the gongs inside the city
have struck twelve o’clock ten qr ﬂfteen minutes ago,
and it is time ] was relieved!” * He was the same.
g;;ﬁis who was 4iring”low and steady into our own
artillery. He had left the cover he was posted, in
by the road~ide, and was standing in the centre of -
a white r0ad, and thus became a conspicuous object.
He nevér d'd sentry cuty again until the city had
fallen.

- On anoth~r occasion, when I was on the rear
picket, at about rine o’clock a.m., General Nicholson _
marched in with remfor ennts from the Pusjab.
The 61st Foot, now i le ~2nd  Battalion the
Gloucestershlre Reglmem,*ﬂas a part of tp~ oluma,
A cousin of mine was A subaltern In that regiment,
and the road they marched inte camp by was about _
300 _}ards from my picket, the space between betng
as plain and level as a cricket ground. 1 went
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across to the road, and had jus® shaken hands with.
my cousm when the colour-zerg eant joined. me, and,
“said that” the brigadier of th'; day, Colonel Hoﬁ/

Grant, wis at the picket, and had-sent for m’, 1
doubled ack, and reported mysel/ff’“ to that - ;fﬁcer

_ informing him ‘as to the cause ef my temporary
absence. . He placed me under arrest, and ordered
me to make over command of.my ptcket o the
senior sergeant, and return to camp. Of fourse I
did so, and on .arrival in camp reported the mat-
ter to the. adjuta*ltf Lieutenarnt Kendal Cogh.lll"
Before I had ﬁmshed my tub I wa’ released irom
a-rest, and while talklng to fay ccusin, and in less
than half-an-hour after, was sert back to picket
duty again,

On another day my company was - on picket at the
Flag Staff, this being our Second, if 7ot third day
without relief. In “he morning in question we were:
ordered to feave a sentry in the tower, and form an
_escort to gun limbers, ete., and fellow in rear of-a
column ordered towa“rcjs-ﬂ the Cashmere Gate to
destroy n battery that ",ié enemy ware erecting to
enfilaci “he stable and caw-shed pickets. On com-
- pletion of the dflty we returaed to the Flag Staff; I
was sitting on the steps -mopring my face with my
- handkerchief, when a mounted officer called out,
«YWhere’s the officer of the picket?” On jumping
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up, and informing him “hat I was, he coolly looked
me. 7P and .down, -ar.1 said, “I shouldp’t have
thoug” \t it by the look uf you.” 1 ,retorted that lf
Le had Yeen three Gays on picket, and all the ATOTN-
ing in the sun, "he would not look as if he hid just
come out of a band-box. He then informed me that
he was field officer of the day in room ¢ Colonel
Drought, wounded. A few minutes afterwards the |
brigadier f the day came up. I reported to him
the insult I had received, whereupon tlie field officer
vas nrdered then.and there to avolegize. ~ Being a
youngster I brchded over the zbove two incidents
1::*1' some time, ana consequently they made a great-
1mpressmn on me.” On this. occasion the killed and
Wounded h*’*d to pass the Flag Staff on their way to
camp, and”I saw them all. Among the latter was
Colonel . Scaton. He said to me, “I am done
for, Walker, and I'll wish you gocd-bye. .1 am shot
right’ thmugh the body.” It turned out to be a
curious wound. The bullet had struck a rib, passing
under the skin, coming oL ; near the spine. I was
rejoiced to se€ the gallant’ colSnel walkiry about
camp soon afterwards. _Licutcrant C. Blai{; of my
regiment, then appeared. He had really been shot
tthugh the body, the bullet passing througk/ he
liver. The bullet had not fores enough _tf/u{akc its
exit through the skin, where it was sticku._— Blair
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asked me to cut it out, btt I had no knife. -Six
weeks afterwards he was w: lkinz ‘about camp, and I
beheve is still alive.,

Or the night of September 7 workmr partics
to thmw up breaching batteries close 10 -the walls
of . Delhi, and covering parties to protect them,
were orlered out from diffzrent regiments, My
company was one of the covering parties gent to the
Kudsia Bagh, an enclosed garden on tae bank of
the river Jumna. at a distance of 180 yards from the
walls.  On th-ee-sides were hiah riasonry walh

with battlements. “Inside the wal’s were large arch-
ways divided by screen walls, and forming roo7as
some twenty feet square. Abo7e th;se arches was
a profnenade, formmg a banquctte, a yarrow stair-
case leading to it from the ground ‘inside the

gateway. _
The erzction 0" a battery was ccmmenced inside
this garden. After being on duty for some hgurs,
-my company” was relieved, a company of the
Belooch Regiment bemg relieved at the same time.

~ The of’icer commaudir. s it was Lieutenant Bannet-
man, Eﬁd we soon” striick 4p a0 acquaintance. It
was raining, and he very kindly offered to share. his
greatcoat with me. 1 had last seen mine at
Réatuck. The wet-grass was our bed, but we

slept—- —~ At about daylight. we rose up, shook.'
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ourselves, and lighted our pipes. Seeing some
exc:tement gomg on near the riverside below the
garden we went to see the cause,.-.sﬂence bemg
enforced on all approachmg When we arrlvetl #n
the brink we saw a1 old man performing his mérning

ablutions down in the river. He had ev:dently been
sleeging in one of the urchways below us. "‘We were
all ordered to retire out of the old man’s sight, for fear
he should sce us and give the alarm, as the enemy
‘had, rfo idea_then that we were at work so close to
tiem, and leri=5in peace.

Our break{ast havmg arrived, Bannerman and
my*elf went into an archway of the wall facing the
city to eat it. F1 cing from the city soon after
cqmmenced and IGOKll‘lg out of a loophole we"could
see the enemy moving up towards the garden.
Bannerman had a short rifle, and shot four men
while we were breakfasting. H27let me have some
shots, and I accounted for three more.

The order to fall in being given jor all, we left-
the archway to join o~ m:5, and coming to soxn€
tall wet grass that had n¢._been troddel. do? Wi
except for a narrow- pat?-way, 1 stopped and invit ed
‘Baanerman to go first a]ong it, but he caught 'aold
of my arm and pushed me on ahead of him. /1 had
not gone: fifty yards when I heard him - fall. "On
turmng round to help him up,..I foungd- \I-hﬂ"iﬂﬁ
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shot dead through the head He had a smile on
'hls handsome fair face. He had been"shot from the
____toy caf the wall; on which the enemy had managed
to%es*ablish themselves, and from which- they were
ﬁrmg down on us in the ga'd/ n.. We could not
see them well enough to get shots at them.

The gallant 6oth Rifles wese ordered up the'bnly
staircase that fed to the top, as beforeﬁexplalned,
each man carrying a sandbag. Those first reaching
the top were ~hot dowr, but eventyally ‘those.
following got = fonting, and Pari*"ﬁfrgs swyept Gt
the battlements. "Until this was dore it was a
unpleasant time for us in the garden, and we lg?é
number of men. We bad to thank gur lucky stars
that Fandy was such a bad shot.

I returned to my poor friend’s body, a part of
his brains had 1ssued which a young ‘corporal of | my
company detached vith great revererice, and, making
“a hole in the earth with his bayonet, Furied. I took
—.ring off his” finger, and made it over to Major

BIOOkE commandmg —tt @ »orking and covering
Palties /" his sword 1 sa v put with his body into the
do‘)!y, put it never reached-~ the-ﬁhc}spltal and must
ha@t\been stolen.

I fﬂl‘get at what -hour my company was ralieved, -
and- I miﬁ:_hed back™to camp, - I remem‘ber how-
H&H-At"Luner in the mess- tent that mght how
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-delighted we all were at -the progress we were
‘making, and how eagerly weé were Ioeklng forward-
to the assault, knowing- that it would take place ina
few days. After_dinner some of us walked vn to
the ridge, it being a b.ight moonlight mght and
visited the. right battery, which was firiny away at
the enemy, thus protectins our working and covering
parties, and distracting the. enemy'’s attention from
them.

Werkmg ana Qvering parties weré ncm.r constantly
empnoyed ~+ntil the ureaching battenes were ready
and the siege guns got -r*o position, when the
behbaru‘nent commenced. This was a very pretty
sixht_at night foor the ridge.
~ On the nlght cf the 13th, or very early on the
morning of the 14th September, we received our
orders for the assault. I was detailed as one of
fWO subalterns, -the other being Licutenant C. H.
Cantor, under comman:” of Captain J. C. Hay, with
seventy-five men, for a Forlorn Hope on the Water
Bastion. A similar party of tie 8{ Regiment, * The
.Klng S,” was told off for the sam( duty

We marched down to t e eld custom-house, which
was ir: front of the Kudsa Bagh-abeve mentioned,
where -we- were supplied with escaladlng ladders
The men were told off “o these, and ther were
forming up in line, when ( =ptain Hay fell woanded.

9
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The command of the party then devolved on myself
Some chaff was going on betveen dur men and the
8th. ng s when forming up.- When the last ladder
was-out I gave the order to my _men-to ‘shoulder
ladders and advance. We were about one hundred
and fventy yards distant, of less, from the walls, and
there was nq cover. Ov.r first man to fall was a
fine young fellow named Shaw, the regimental bxg
drummer. - Then another man fell, and the-nearer
we got the -more the poor felloMopped ~Seme
ladders would drop to one side, some tc-the ofner ..
others would tiit as theren carrying them fell killed |
or wounded. At last we reached the ditcky ClSse
up to it I passed an officer of th="2ngal Engines’s
—1 think Lieutenant Greathead/—mlymg wounded- -
He was directing tl party to the breach. We
slipped the ladders into the dltch leapmg into it
ourselves, carried them across, and, placing them,
against the escarp, rushed a’d acrambled over the
breach. We worke(” round to our rlght until we got
to the Cashrrere breacn and gate. The regiment
WS qumkly refor ed for angther advance.

There were four assautin » columns, My reglmenr
“the 2nd Bengal Frsiliers, only 250 strong, w with the
8th The King’s, and the 4th Sikhs, formed~No. 2
Columr” under command ‘of Brigadier Jones, H.M.-

61st Foot. |
' 8¢
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No. 1 Column, under Brigadier-General Nlcholson,
.assaulted- and raptued the Cashmere breach.

No. 3 Column entered by the Cashmerc Gate
whén it had been blown in, and was commanded by
Colonel Camphbdll, 520d Foot. |

No. 4 Column, under Major Reid, 2nd Goprkhas,
was to operate on our ri{ ht through Kissengunj and
Paharipore. There was a reserve of about 1000
men under 3rigadier I_:Jngfard In all we were
under 5000 ~strong.’  The blowiag ~open of the
Cn-.hmere Gate s a duty nobl> pﬁrformed by
Lieutenanis Home ~and_ Salkeld, -of the Bengal
"Engiresrs, with a party of eight sappers and miners,
.Han\diB/ug_l_e/r/I:Lawthorm, of the 52nd Light Infantry.

F1io”..s party” .'xed the powder-bags to the gate,
losing one Killed and another wounded ; they then
slipped into "the ditch. Salkeld’s party then came
_up-to fire the powder. Salkeld va} wounded in
“two piaces. Hc< . handed the slow match to a
sapper, who in performing the .duty was killed.
The bugler, as soon ag the crplosion took place,
sounded the advance for Colonelf’"‘ampbell s columa.
The enemy had destroyed the hridge over the ditch
I uont of the gate, so Liat there was but one beam
left Campbell’s men thus havmg to “ross the ditch
in Indian file,

! On September 6 we had 2,977 mef: in hospita],
6 A1
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Here were now collected the remnants of Jones’s,
Nickolson’s, and Campbell’s columns, One of our
officers was ow wounded in the calf of the leg.

He was stout, and much out of breath from climb-
ing up over the breach and.fGrmer exertions, and
was heard .to say, “Thank God! for I could not
have gone on another yarl” ) |

We were marched out in front of the churcy,
where we halted for a few minutes. ‘The gilt cross
on the top ~f she stecple was rldle(l by bullets”
fired at it, the ememy having tried” hard to kroc’ it
down. A man-had attemptedto climb up to it, but
fell, and was killed. The cross is now, I be}mve ___m
the Delhi Museum. -

]ust as we were moving off to w ik rounu T uar
right down.a narrow road running round the wall’
towards the Lahore Gate of the city, £ European in
his shirt sleeves rode up to us from towards the
enemy, and evidently seeing wh”i regiment it was,

~exclaimed, “ Where is the adjutant of the 75tb-?”
He was told where-lo find"the 75th Regiment, and
we heard that on™reaching them he asked where
the adjutent of ‘he 2nd Fusiliers was. He was
eventually shot as a spy.-. "This was not thCw 7
1nstanceﬁof thx kind. At the battle of Badlee Ke
. Serai a~Euro nean was fighting against us, and was

disabled. On >ome men_of the force reaching him,
82
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he begged for his life, éro';nising to give full accounts
of the enemy, ﬁbut quatiter was not given ‘hlm - On
one occasion, when” I’“I_“ was on the stable pfckef,'
I distinctly saw a European among the enemy,
directing them where to fire.






“HAPTER V

The Lahore Gate—*A fatal n‘istake—Meeting with Genegal Nichol-
son—Officer of the Lahor® Gate—The lady Zho had been shut
up in Delhi—Loot and the Pravost-Marshal—Capture of the

King of Delhi.
My reginrent led in thie'”n]ovemen'_t: to the right,
and tiere ere twoaother "corps mthaus, Bi'igadier_
Jones comimanded the brigades Mis orders were to
advance as far as the Cabul Gate. We had got the
Anemf on the rur'l_-gow; pasi(_ed 1.:he (?abul Gate: and
gained ahore “Gate.  Brigadier Jones then
asxed what gate it was. Lieutenant Gambier, who
had been quartered in Delhi, and escaped to Meerut
on May 10, informed him. On hearing” that we
Thad passed the Cabul Gate, he "explained what
orders he had &teig&d, and marched usback to the
€abul Gate.
A retrograde t{lovemen;,:vﬁn fighting Asiatics,
is a fatal mistake. The enemy, "who were hastily
rewing before us, became at once emkoldened. It
Twok s six days tc retake Lahore Gate, man

- valuable lives being lost, among th™m the brave and

- able General Nicholson. 1 was my’cit wounded in
| 8



THROUGH THE MU7INY

~an attempt to retake it on the 15th, The enemy
brought guns to bear on the road; which was a
narrow one, znd fired grape down it. There was
also a stone sentry-box on the parapet commanding
it, in “which one or two good._rifle Shots established
themselves, and accounted for a_number of us.

Durirg our_advance from-the Cashmere Gate I
heard some native call out “Walker Sahib.” I
looked round, and amongge%e;'al of the enemy’s dcacf
[ saw a naick, or corporzi, of the late /gth B.NLI.
 lying badly wrupied. He salramed -t mé with
both hands with a ‘nost piteous~look as I passed
on. He was dressed in his scarlct jacket, on which
I at once noticed our gld regimyntal Saxon gree=
facings.

I pitied the poor fellow, for he was one of _m_;ﬁ}
good men who were led, or awed, into the great-‘ lava
stream of mutiny I will mention one instatice of a _
good man being awed into it.

In the c¢old season of 18356-57 a school ot
musketry was formed at Umballah, as it was the
intention of the In{"ah Government to arm the
Native Army wiii Enfield rifles. Each captain
was ordered ~to select a goad and smart man Ci, nis
company to be put through a “sourse at this schoGr.

..,._.,p_""lln.,‘.|I

| selected akgniar’:,_hhandsome young fellow, who was

delighted at be. g chosen.
| 86
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After he had been some little time at the school
I was surprised” one evenmg on returning home
from dining at rnesa to find him waiting for, me at
my garden gate. ‘He commenced to cry, and
poured forth his"grief to me. He told me that
he had received a 7stter from his friends at home,
who said that he had JTost his caste t}’f'eugh going to
the school of musketry, ‘where he had to bite
cartrldgei <meared with“the fat of cows. That
he need .\ter return to-his wife and family, as he
was ~an outcast .and the lette\ﬁmshed np with
abuse ane curses.
1 ﬂﬁ'ered to yrite to his family, and tell them
that the _report tht.}’m had l?’fard about the cow's fat
:ﬁféfy false, but he sald it would be of no use,
as ‘-"'.':Ee_ Brahmins had tol¢ them it was a fact, and
nothing would persuade thiem otherwise. The poor
-lad was broken hearted, and he by force Of circum-
'stances becaiie a mutineer. 1 am convinced,
.however, he would never commit -any atrocities, _
and that he was one” of the good men who stuck
to as at Rohtuck.
Close to, or in, the Morif‘* Bastion, which we
feed and passed I saw the body of a “youag
ﬁfﬁcer dressed in umform his forage cap with «“——2
on it Iymg on the ground closyw!ﬁ?n He Was
about eighteen or nineteen yea’s of age, and had

37
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auburn hair. As he d“d not belong to the force he
must have been a prison?r in theaenwmw s hands, and
was prabably chot by them for trylng to reach us, as
his body was quite warm. I never heard of his
being “recognized.

About.an hour after we had re.urned to the Cabul
Gate the men sct up a c_ljleer.r On looking round to
see the cause I perceived that it was the arrival of
our Quartermaster-sergeal. Lt" Richardsor »ithi the
men'’s breaktasts /He wac as dehghtei’fts see us
as we were him., - Fe and his narty had Zhme

narrow escapes on iheu- way to th= front. © He has
~since risen to great dlstmctlon m,x’.f,l']e service’_ the,
last time I had the puhsuref'ct hf:B,_l_'_l_,llﬁHOf “him
from a mutual friend, he held the raPJ-‘ o} C(;i;ﬁel
and was a high official in the Pay Department. B

We had finished breakiast, and I was ‘waching
the demolition of a large mound of stones that the
~enemy had heaped up against the wnside ¢f the

_Cabul Gate.- A fine man, of grand bearing, had
apparently the directing of this demolition. He
was dressed in ]Zha}j‘:e. but I saw no badges of
rank on him, IcoUking round “towards me he
a=33 " Look here, youngster~ suppose you -5
—Zwway to the ton of that house, and seg if there
is 4 good view™*n be got from it.” I, thinking he -
was joking because he saw me idle and enjoying my

83



THROUGE, THE MUTINY

pipe, calmly wigked one: eyA and said, “ Oh yes!”
He smiled, and’ urned roun’i to some one who had
addressed h1m C,ur adjmant who, was St&‘ﬂdlﬁg.
near me, said, “ Do you know who thatis ?” “ No, I
don’t, but he'’s a ool ﬁsh I replied. He thea told
me that it was Brighdier-General tholscn I was
soon at the top of that house, taking”a couple of men
with me. We found two mutineers concealed in
one rom-who were ‘pscptly shot. There was a
ﬂ){}d vn:ﬂ\<o be obtained from the*tog? I reported
tne\-fact Ny Gengral Nicholsep, mu smiled, almost
laughed' and saJ.d ‘““ Thank you
. L':-a._ter on, s\:ne winls, spirits, champagne ete.,
were dlscovered .y someen ; luckily my regiment,
bemg t>2 most advanced, was clear of it. - They
h&d probably been placed there for the purpose of
attrastify the men and “causing trouble. 1 heard
that some women appeared, and showed the men
where the’luiuor was obtainable, and that some were
thus allured away, and murdered.
At about midnight a tall young sepoy ran from
the enemy into'the middie pi»us ITowling and yelling.
We were all lying on the Yroind asleep, offiters and

Liea of two regm;ents viz. the 2nd Fusiters_and

2ndﬁPup_|aubees The officers were lyin
bridge over a canal. Some w
sepoy, ‘and “we al’ soon §umsed up. Lieutenant
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Davidson of the Punjalﬁbee,,, who w*':,s lying next to-
me, did not rise, so I tr:ed to rous¢ ‘him, and found
that hé was dead He riust hav _]umped up before
the shots were fired, and received one of them in his
“gad. - The rebel was bayoneted at the guard-
house close by.

Eitherabeforf:vor after this Cvent, I-forget which,
a reinforcement for the “enenly arrived from some--
where at the Cabul Gate, 23d demanded a@'f:n-ion
the man cohmmdmg them called hu;s’éc f, if I
remember anghf ~ _:eng:ral Bukht Khan.’ “ile latcr
knew that the Englmh were hol;{m;r that gate
*Our officer who was comnrinding ){feﬁgate guard,
Lieutenant Sir Atwell Lke, Bagt/ whe was on"the
battlements, collected alf his men, Tandﬂ_ tre~ted the
General and his followers to some volles fired right
into the browr of them. Phey bolted, and forget
now the loss they sustained.

Before proceedr 1g further I must n’t- forgat .to
“neption the spleadid sight our cavalry presented on
this eventful day. They were~drawn up in a long
line outside and aktteast-of the Cabul Gate to guard
our right flank and.c’mg; and it was to open com-
Jnupicatizn with them that Gene,ral Nicholson ;uas
SO anxiprs, to get the Cabul “Gate open, I belleve
Ther were T ‘fire from the Lahore (zate,_
K:ssengunj, and fnm ¢ther places ke!ld strongly
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harmless civilians,. I nined th :m; some gave
themselves away by rogmg  smartly up to
~atténtion ” when call d sudde 11y upon to do so by
Melody. On the shcualders of others we found
callosities caused by wearing cross-belts: News of
“hese mutineers having been stopped must have™
spread, for after a time a nt1rher e¢f women and
children accompanied by oniy a few meii appeared,
who had not the slightestretensions to the miliraryﬂ-"‘
appearance "of ]ack Pandy about thcff:}/i; the
crowd L saw one of appar&ntlyfthe fair sex’cartymg
a baby ; she tow<: ed a™ove the others ; sh”.-was yery~
coy, too, and kept tw1tchmg the cloth“,ver her face.
[ called out to Melody to oring tb/tj'iantessp-up to_
me. -He went up to h-... and s7id, “Left turn, to
the officer, quick march.” A little wom~1 accem-
'panied her €mpty handed. While-] questi'aned"
them, the +all one kept h'ding her face and gettlng
very -nervous. .« pulling at her chuddah, o* the -
cloth native wemer wear over their "head- and -
“Sooulders, she exposed to view ner hands where- |
upon Melody exclalmed ““ Sir! look-at the hands of
her! the feet of nex! aid pulling” her chuddah off
her head and face, ¢ Look at the béard of her!”Z~ Tt
_waczEpoy with a beard of about mree_gays gl;gy_th/-
f'“”'**""’"“v closely_clipped mou;tache. The little .

woman claimed the baby, and wa"let out of the cit>”

e
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by the enemy. Fortwo]  aours they sat motion
less, men and horses e ally dropping, Colonel
Hope Grant hay’ ng several times to move the line
forward to get clear of the casualties.

The gth Lancers lost thirty-ei ght men and seventy-
‘one horses, and Tombs’ troop of Horse Artiller”
lost half its men. The 6th Dragoon ‘Guayds, the
Guide Cavalry, also the Punjab CaZalry were with
"Hope Grant ; all sufferad ‘alike, and all were alike
“undavais “\and brave. Fhe total loss of the Delhi
fleld Fo orpe on this-day-was 66 ofticers and 1,104
»-men, killéc, and wounded

In our poy’ +1on as the advanced brigade, on our
occupymg tke abul Gite we became the right of
the torce, Whlle tie left o~ Lupled the Government
Cc‘xege ~On the morning of September 15 the
-magazine wa> captured, and herd Lieutenant
Hare .of the Bengal Arti lery distinguisked himself
-by throwing with his hands live shells with short
fuzes E_g]_ﬁor:gﬁthe enemy in the-cemetery, who were
causing _li}ss and annoyance to us.

On the 15th I was wounded, and was laid up until
the 2oth, on which day"'xe btaiiled possession of
the-whole city. "My ﬁrst duty was_officer “of the

%ore Gate /gualdﬁ 1 had to allow pass ouv=fthe

city the 1nhab1tants who were not mutinee r‘\Mw-t:
"‘:DOYS tried to ge™ out, passmg themselves Off LS

T
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A small dooly, cat :d by two mi n, now 2~ peared
on the scene, and t 'rly . stonis’ ment I heard a
woman’s voice asking ir. English v here_ the Geperal
was. One of our mei. broughat her up to me, and 1
T..l‘eld a very pretty young lady. She informed, me
she was the daughter of Doctor M. of the Indian
Medical Secrvice. She had been in the 'fcity
dv’ing ,_t\lze. whole siegg Erothted by a faithful
servant. Jhe -was, of cou-se, dressed in native
Tlothes.

F\’Ixafalthful Ighu::lmutgar Jack, a Barmese boy,
who never oyte 1. uecf to bring me my meals even
under the heaviest i're, arrmed with my breakfast.

I invited 7he yuu% lady to pa “take of it, but she
declmed as she said she had ‘oreakfasted, and was
Laxious tc"go on to.the General, and get a telegram
sent off to her friends. Melody then zuid in his
blzi,;__ldest “manner, “ Shure, sir, I'm the man to see the
lady sa_t:;__ E:_-_jhﬂ General,” and as hwas anxious to
get some news of wha* was going on, X sent him.
s M. smiled, and dear old Melody’s face gleamed:
withsdeligmuhey started off gether. He came
back full of her accounts of the Latrbreadth escapes
she had experlenced and ueed to talk of the xaung

e e
lady as 111:.': NT- R RUTTY LU

T
F-.-—-‘

-~ —=Qn after the captt re of the city-a detachﬁent‘ of
my ”':'eqiu- or¢ rred to~take up temporary

9°
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quarte 3 inside’ the K 1g's | ace. I was told an
amusing story ¢’ one »f on men who had to sleep

in 2 room where he King’s 21 phant¥’ state trappmgs |
were kept, seme of Chese bling made of cloth of
gold. The man chose one f these for a mattnf.ﬁf
and having adjusted it to.his llkmg, exclaimed, “ If_
my mother could only see me now!” '
One of the duties of “he gate guards was\\ to
prevent oot being tr ,:.en out of ~thexty. The
Cashmere troops werc terrible haiids ids - it looting=
We caught their mounted men carrytug gold bangles
and jewellery ¢ all sorts in they jacs %bodts. Some
fifty of them came up 10 the CasHimere Gate. We:
stopped them, but” hey wanted (O 7 10W F'ght ~Some
on foot even lighted the natchs of their native
firelocks. We formed up the guard and~closed_the
gate. Tizre were two officers on. this guard,
Lieutenant Willes and myself. We had to draw
our swords, an” were very nearly coming t to blﬂws’ |
_with this perty of men.
~  The Cashmere contingent, some 1,200 St g,
were with No. 4 7 Column fo the »Ssault; they.
retreated from theI¢gah, losing four guns. Major
Reid— who command=d No. 4 Column, was.

W
ugfortunately wounded s P L g auvance..

o

They ,_,,.J.Et with ~trong resist. nce, and retire j»-
orderly manner, coyrred by t e Hor agp” and -
90,
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cavalry. Their losses were heavy,.and amc.g the -
wounded was my cou.: \1,_1“ Lic utenart Arthur Young
of the 61st Fooi. '

Som\é of their deald were left on-the ground,
arid-a day or two aftirwards, when a party went
out to bring thom in, it was discovered that- jackals
and dogs had eaters, or partly eaten, the bodies of
the»"natwes, but ‘not a E"ropear“' s body had been
touched, ,1 mentioned thls to Melody, who at
ace sald, “] don’t wander ’a_jﬁ it, sir; it's the bad
rum the Comﬂliggariat have been isstng lately.
The jackais don't “iike the smell ~f it.”
three or four years afterwards at Meerut a man

Some

of my company L'-Qh of liver con' Tlaint,  His liver
had S0 much enlalged \hat it” was a record one,
aniﬂL the doctors in the station went to see it.
I was orderly officer that day or the ext, and’
gheeting [elody at taptoo roll-call, I mentioned
ﬂﬁg fact to him. - He, without any hesitation, said,
“1 knew it, si.; that man could never- keep his

-

Greas I always saw 1113 liver stmklng out, and
§poilir§m of the compan™.”

The Governor's Guard at [elhi” was a weekly

duty taken by regiments ~in turn; it wes- a
i —r ™ g

‘subaltern s Buatuw. e elieved a guard of the

3—15\ Foot on the one occasion I-was on it 1

founu™it a verw-disagre *able duty. The provost-
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marsk, ! kept me on tie mme all day, every day
accusing the mien of the :ruard of looting, but
‘neyer substannatlng a siny lr cases He was very
energetlc I must sa™, in erdeavourmg to yptect
the property of native owr2rs who had Vanished
with the King on the 2oth, and” 07 one’ occasion
when he entered a large housc to see if al] was
safe, some other ”energe’“zc guardian of the law,
seeing the outer door open, securely loc?:gd it up,
and the provost-marskal was unfor:‘utyi ly, and ef
course unvittingly, made a prisoner until the <Om-
pany’s cooks, ~vho were blmgm/g- ’*he en’s teas,
saw him gesticulating: ﬁ‘om an upper wmdow and
calling their attertion. They ;mrted— _the Tnatter
to Colour-sergeart>Meloly, wuo _went with some
men to set the provost-marshal free.

I was™one day on the Lahore Gate guard when
a native came up "laden with loot, and, “wanted to
pass out. I demanded his pass signed by a Brlt;sh,
officer, wkich all natives m the mt*"m i"‘qmred
- to have about them, and to , show when called 5o

to do so. He 1« 011ed e had lo;x/:fs,tﬁ usual

reply of men Ot fzrnished Wl.th them, so we eased

him-of his loot, and 4urned him out of the gate,

W
knowing that without a p 1$% 12 woun. 10t be able
to re-enter the~city.

We opened his enormo s bundle, ani,&'ﬁ:d,a
98“
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number of nice things. I caose a white and brown
Cashmere shawl, and arlowec each man of the guard
to choose one article, “1‘ balance dbeing put int~ a -
storeqom  for the prlze agun#s judge of my
astoaishment whep two hours after the man reap- "
peared from inside the town with a letter fpem
the provost-marshf sta;mg that the bearer was a -
Gﬂ*ernm\nt servant, who had complained of being
-deprived\of his mroperty by ;1 e officer commanding
tue Lahore hatﬁ guard, who was request®d to return
it to him without Qelay |

I again asked the I man for his pass” He declared
he had lost it and dechm:;l to say how he had
managed tc” get .rﬁt\o the mty aga-m I returned
him the bundle.we had put {ato the store-room,
and~...:?5‘a1n turned him out of the city. Again
Some two or tiree hours later he brought another
officigl lef er from the provost'marshal, to "the
“‘effh@}m ifan had complamed‘*tf’at he had
ot haa -all his”properts returned to *hith, and he
IE;E: . mentioned a white and brown Cashmere '
shawl ﬁhse articles were ‘nqt =eturned the
matter would have fo*be sent up for the Governor’s
decision. | )

We had. thus to pa',:'t ‘with our little souvenirs,

~Tid"away we sent the man, not o of the gate,

though as, he hd.d no pass, but towards the city,
QQ
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where ‘we hoped he might “meet some “of the
Cashmere contingent.

“When about te leave D1 for England in April
or May 185, invali ed, the provost- marshgl«' was
kind enough to call to inquire after me. "We Aad
had sevéral dealings together. In Umballah before
the Mutiny I purchased from Rim the only three-
legged horse 1 ever bought, and in Delh/.he sold
me another horse thet was blind ~a ong £YE, and-*'
the vision of the ofher was only “suff.cient, wih
the aid of #is nose, for him to know when hjs tood
‘was put in th” manger. 'lhe last $ime he called
he brought with him'a parcel and on bidding me*
good-bye he hanced it t{:: me, yﬁng, 4 Whén you
get home give thal*to yuur mother and gay the
provost-marshal of Delhi sent, it,” Herkasw that
I had been very anxious about my dear mother,
who had been d- ngerously ill, for 1 ‘ha/t told him
S0 on his” fe-"mt:r visit. My wie was about 50
_open the~ parcel, but he asked her Wso
until he had gone. When he had gone w roufa
the content= to * = the-identical /\u&ﬁj brown,
Cashmere shawl 1 nad choser out of the bundle at
the L.ahore Gate. )

The rules under whic™ wemﬂowed to loot
i Delhi werd that we had to apply to the peim

agents, “who were officers of different regiments
100
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elected by ‘generil vore, for passes, and applicants
had -to pledge themselues t‘o take all they fou’gﬂ"
to_the prize agents, vkzn it. W&S"dlwd“d Into”.wo’
shares, one share being giverd to the finder, the
ather to the prize fund. I would not apply for
3 pass on these cond:(tmns but used to go “out
occa.smnally whea | fele so disposed. I was caught
once. “l.shared my cheroots, soda-water, dnd spoil
with nr" ﬂaptm and there was an end of it. He
niformed n.e that he had begr long on "the look-out
for me- for “which I expressed my gratit Oide.

[ lost all my loot at the wrecK of 7he Alma
when _goirg home invalided in 1859, except a
diamond brooch F-had .sent to my mother in a
copy of Z4e La/zam Chronic.e. And, odd to say,
thé < astimere shavil I saved, as it was in my
aniform box, which 1 got out _through my cabin
porthole. - So that my dear mther received it
sztely after all tne comtretemps it ha-l met with.

'Th.e King of Delhi Fad fled to Humagon’s tomb, _
Wth{L was some seven rmniles away from the city,
~The gallant I—l(?*qon volunteer<d \o goout with 100
men of his newly-raised cavalry corps to capture
him. . He was allowed to do so, and effected the
capture of. the Moghul Lﬁmperor on September 21,
ﬁghls wife and three sons.

The capture was explained to~me by Hodsous
- 101
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second in command, Lieutenant McDowell of the 2nd

-%ngal Fusiliers, who ‘was,with him at the time. It
Wa.~an act marvfllous.for t.'¢’dash and nerve shown
by Hodson. Sevéra, thousgnd mutineers and the
scum of Delhi were 1n51de and_ about the tCmb.
Af.er Hodson had p]acedahls men, "hé and McDowell
entered the tomb, when he srdered thé multitude to
lay down their arms; there was a pause ; zad then,
said McDowell, to hi wonder and” amaz>aent the
order was vbeyed. Hodson then calle..i upon_ the
King and s family “o surrender themf‘elve,s, which
they did. Thly were qmckly bundled into bullock
carts, and marched back to Delhl on seaching the
city they were placed under a E)rropean guard.

It was a slow aad tedlous geturn maxgh on
account of the bullocks, and the multitudd 1o %wed
menacingly. Fe%nmg a rescue, as he had only 100
men with him, H'dson shot three sons ¢ -the King,
and threaten¢-l to shoot more unless the crowd %ell
back. Tle tarong then drapped behind. Hodson
has been blamed for this zct. But the end jgﬁ?ﬁed
the deed. The I’:‘iilg Was caﬁtur@ﬁﬁd brought in.
‘The end of those three sons, if they had lived, would
have been the gallows, for they were the ruthless
torturers and murderers >f our poor women and
clildren inside their father’s palace, where they.r\eﬂ:‘
paraded for theme fiends’ amusement,.and were

-
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‘victims of their it sults. as I shall afterwards show,
before they were done t~ death. Some poor
nQu:llated bodies of uw" wot 1en and chﬂareny/;
exp‘osed publicly at the K¢ twali, Jr head police
\Qiiﬁ\*e, on May I, and I saw the bodies of the

éhrc}‘\ﬂns of the King exposed there on Sep-
tember 22.

DO ttmé“‘“‘fter the cdpture ;he King was duly
ned t‘*"-l;rlal *aking a long'tlr:e It ended in his
uelng trat. .:p(;ted to Burmap”for life- He was a
decrepjt o*d man, and loaked of eotrse _very
miserable.” | ;.vas many times on ~uard over him

"and his family. The officer of the guard had to
muster . thém all %1; certain hours,so that I saw a
good ;leal of them.
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CHAPTER VI

The AIM and £y ~¢1r expeneﬂces—Mlss . again—Si
Theophu™ Metcalfe—W.'h a flying =column—T%e Heights of
Soffa—The ca, aign in - Rohilcund  (nvalided honte —Wrecked
w and A!ﬂm—Musketg trffning at Hythe—Rejoins at -

Roor e nted muskefy® ipsfructor—Appointed by Sir
Hugh l;\,vse: adjutant ofsthe I3€’1 N8 o

IN 18«8 1 made the acquairtance of Mr. and. Mrs.
Aldwell and-family, eld residents & Delhi. They
were, ther" living in the same Qouse they lived jn
on May 10, 18;.,. Mrs. Aldwell and her twe
daugWters were taken i into the/%mg s palace prisoners,
and % paraded "with the many other ladies and
children, when they were mspec{ed grossly insulted,
an@ asemulted . by the sons o, the King above
theptioned, Mrs Aldwell and uer-.daughters were
-dreqsed in native clo: hes when the ldest of the
brothers (I think his name was lumna Bukht) came
- to Mrs. Aldwel]. He l6oked “hazd at her, pulled
her chuddah off ler, and said laughing, ~ You were
not dressed like that the last time I saw you in your
carriage-at the band.”” Poor Lirs. Aldwell nearly
-~
fainted with fright, and on his asking her who the

gitls were, said she did not knov,, for she was afraid
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that if s¢he acknowledged thew we're her daughters
«Qey would be murcderetoo, *“Itis false,” he said :
“trde are your daugh.ers,"A\qpd he® passed on to 3
poor girl wrapped in"he"r mothgr’s arms, both crying
piteously. They were separated bz brutal violerce
Shertly after Mrs, A felt. S some one? pulling p» ler
dress, and. on lookég roun__{‘__ found jt-w# an old
woman, who said t¢ her, *Go and € yours elvgs
behind that charpci - pointing to *a nage"ed
standing up &gainst A~ *@ They qulck y obeyed;
and from thet screen saw all the horror*‘struglt and

moaning victime~led forth to ButLhery pear a well.
,These poor sufferers” were the widows and
orphans of officers, civil and m1luiry, whé had been
massacred in the city that ddy, and whose bodjes, or
some of them, had been carted wp to the o Staff
Tower, on the ridge, where some “officers and
residents of the caltonment with their wives and
children had calle ted to make a stand. The SIgh.t
0f these bﬂdles/ determined & our peoplC at the T Tower
to make their escape, and~when it was suﬁmé‘ltly
dark they did so by“takmﬂ the Um /allah road.
This cart-load of bodies was found by our troops
on Jure 8 on their réaching the Tower. 1 am
not sure, but I think a se®nd %art-load was there

on %hat day.

To resume my narrative of Mrs. Aldwellls escape.
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At dusk the old wonrarr returnel to them,-aund told
them to follow her. She’“ﬂscd-ted them to one of
.the palace gates, and ~old | he;i to go, and co~Ceal
themselves as best they couk.
 ~Knowing where their old filor lived, they went
\“im\and did not in” vain apjeal for concealrent.
\caqse.. “of th ir mirac; Ious escape is to be
Sheir bemg desceydants of a princess of
Deun.. . .0 had married Colong Skinner, an English
‘officer wllo faised years a’gj cavalry" corps, famed
as Skinne~’s Horse, and” now that dashlng reglment
the 1st Bengal Cavaly.
‘ The hause in which tnese ladies were concealed
was in a sireetin thlCh many segaqys of the mutinied
4th,-Reg1mentf—E/ I. were biVated, or had quartered
thect=Ces. This- corps was one of the three
stationed af” Delhi on May 11. )

Mrs. ldwell would often overhear and purposely
disten/ to the Tonversation of t” 1es¢ Cepoys among
thflﬁ"selves On some of them r tummg from a
jg':t with us, a frequert occurrence, those who had
not gone out wourd eag erly .aquire the result of
To Mrs. Aldwell’s delight it was
always to relate a defeat, and many times ske heard

the day’s work.

Y

them say that they ccZld expect nothing else after

"ﬁgvmg been faithless to their <alt. They OSften

lamented in her hearing of having mutinied, and
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woula si about in g)ups ofth~ees : nd fours, looking
mlserable: and talkn, d~spondingly.

“Ttried hard to pt st 1de my. friends to write theis
experiences, arid puj~h them, but without succéss.
They promised to ditate them to me that I miz
writ= them, but it neier cameoff. Twd appoin
for the commencen}m Were;fmadé?- but-
in tiffins. - One day yhen tEElng iunr;-"if
a young lady whom T bad. not met bere b ). was
present. I moticed ting she stared vET*y ICard at ;IC"
once or twice when | spoEE and thereﬁwaﬂ*somﬁ*hing
about her face tkat seemed famllmr to me Suddenly
she jumped up, and holding out her hand o me said,
“Now I know Who y(}u are, Mr. Walker ; don't you
remgmze me ?” “Zesitated, w_hen she added,
“How is your Irish sergeant? ” -~ Of murs: LIS, WaS
Miss M., and the pleasure of meeting - .agam under
happzer circumstances was mutual. "

We had a"good laugh about the gallant M*elod}h
who was the {roud remplent of a landsome ¢ L “pe,
and some 'baccy” to cmoke in it, from ﬂ‘ﬂé
mavourneen.

Some time previously | had mentioned to our
hostess™ the circumstances of the young lady ap-
pearing at the Lahore GaX when I was gn guard
therz, and it so Kappened that they were old friends.

Mrs. Aldwell said Aothing of this to me,~.and the
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meeting was arra;'ged Hy.her wit! out the knov iedge
of Miss M. or myself; so.it was an unexpected
pleasure to both. |
Many natives, among them , ajihs. nawabs, and
\e\thfer men who had had inﬂtaence, were tried for
ﬁre:el\li:ﬁ:an, mutiry,ﬁand n?“-u:cler of inglishmen, women,
and chileen, on Aheir apture b7 flying columns, or
by the pMer civit cuthori Tes. Aniong these
..h‘*-he\Ra]ah o. Bullumbghvr, : /ho not only refused
~to shel{ep and” protect Su“’-"'heophxlus Metcalfe,
Ce-rnmlssmner ~of Delhi; " when he souglit to take
refuge in~ ms “fort. bat who took_ from him his
- valuable Arab horse, and- giving him a wretched
pony and qne ripee, orderéd hint out of his fort.
This gentlemar* was caught, tried for murder, and™
< hung—%he troops were paraded to see his execution.
It was very fortunate that Sir Theophilus did
escape (the particulars of his doing so I have quite
forgotten) not anly on his own account. but because
of the service- he was~ enabled to ‘rerder to the
Gov=<rnment from his thorough knowledge of Delll\
_its environs, and inbabitants. Aliter the capture of
the city he was ™ ble to lay his hands on the worst
characters, men who had “committed intiumerable
atrocities, and don™ the.greatest harm.
-2, Certain official remarked one day to the provost-

marshal, who was superintending the hanging of
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some men, that t| ey seemer’ to ake a long time

dying. His reply was that he had never yet. had

a complaint from &y of the many ke had attended

‘the hangmg of Fe told me one day that as he

was superintending he rope be:ng adjusted ro;uld/
one man's neck, the man abtszd him Arightfully, ~ud
said that he had ki led one ’:inglichwomar“and her
two children, and o, >d hap>t.

The 2nd Benga Fausiliers was one of~s~" ..
regiments to-compose™s ﬂymg, coluri» sert out ints™
the Goorgaon Dlstrlct i October "or Novemer
185%, to take forts and strnnghulds and™ clear the
district of mutineers and +ebels. Brlgadier-General '
Showers commanded the column; as*brave an officer
as ever drew sword-

We captured the forts of Rewarrie~jjhur,
Kanoude]” Furucknuggur, and Bullumbghur, as also
the Heights of Sona. In one of the forts, I forget
which, was ﬂispﬁuéred 28 lacs of rupees, or about
£280,000, -whch the civ? authorities 'w]th "the
‘Column coolly claimed as® Government prosrty,
much to the dlsd*)pmnt;nent and disgust or the
column. General Showers, I -wz. told, regretted
ever afterwards that ke had not” distributed this
money then and there as psize-rConey to the column
whe had captured it.

At this fort, or another of the five, a quantity of
10
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handsome Englist. furr ‘ture was frund in the place,
amongst it Were two very.fine easy arm-chairs.
One was looted- by an o fice.: of my regiment, the
other by a dashing cavalry sfficer The civil
authorities made a great fuss: dbout these chairs,
and eventually. a” reqrest was mnade that those~1n
POSSESSITY, shouldrgwe hem up., The ofﬁcer of my
reg:ment m=in, over his-to the” possessor. of the
cus—who prom, ~tly had a big hLole dug in his tent,
and burfied tham in .it. Vext mormng, ot the
foiluwlng, the “zolumn mdrched gally zway, ihe

chairs, v wers left in-~the pit, and when the ground
was clear of prylng eyes they were dug up, and sent
into Delhi. - On the line of march the baggage of
the column was nruch serutinized, but no fine easy
arm-chairs were 1ound.

In the acton on the Heights of Sona a most
exciting hand-to-hand fight took place between one
of the enemy ard a Sikh belonging to.the column,
a grpat part of the men f the force being.spectators.
It was a very pretty sight, both men showing then:-
selves experts with sword and c‘*ﬁeld EventuaIly
the Sikh cut hic adversary Gown, for whlch he
received great adplause. - -

In one of the towas we-took, as my regiment was
drawa up inside the gateway in an.-open space I
espied an elephant tied up in a yard. I feit certain
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it hall belonged t - the erer y, apd determined to
appropriate it. M iking over command of my pdm-
pany. to my suba tert, Lieutenant- D., I went to
‘reconnoitre. “THe Hoor beasi was very docile and
very hungry. The ommanding officer, noticing my
“ab~ence from the fli nk of my company, ordered me
to fall in. He kest us ﬁsta’ading-:_ there p<arly an
hour before he marched ~¢ back to c=Znp and dis-
missed us. The camp.was nearly '+ mile MJ
other regiments had b’e':n dismissedﬁrmg he.ore, and-
thé men were hard at wofx looting. ~

My subaltern and T gallop’*d hacko to= elephant,
and found him safe and sound. We qu1te accident-
ally met our dhgby, or washermman, put him on the
“elephant, and he drove him int>.camp for us in
quite the orthodox style. In this case thenld adage,
«We never know what we can do ~until we try,”
prﬁvned true ; for the dhoby had never before driven
any animal-larger than a donkey, or Eaerhaps 2
bullﬂck

" After having arranged #or the care and fe&dmg
of the elephant, m7 subaltern z2nd 1, on returning to
the town,“found two five-bullock Carts full of gram'
This was a valuable find, and thgy“were duly driven
into camp, |

Seeing soldicrs coming from the direction”6r the-

palace, laden with little mementoes, we made for
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that building, and found it pretty empty. I picked
‘up rather a good-looking tulwar, .ind seeing some-
thing that looked like a—illow on ahedgtead, I nade
a cut at it out of pur? misc}ﬁef‘:"x._ [t seemed to be
very” hard for a pillow, so I examined it. . Somer
thing ghttered 1n51de w.iich turned out to be a piece
of kingkob, or clgih heayily embroidered rith gold,
-and of great value.
" Anothier day, 1 found & --vﬂry handsome riding
~canrzl, but s I nearly broke my back trying to ride
him, I” F:Oldrhln,‘_l I returned~ to Delhi with five

horses some I-found myself, and othes I purchased
from those who had. A rumbe” of horses were
taken belonging to Covernment anc bore the stud
brands; these tha mutineers Yad looted from the
Goverrment studs, and the regular native,.cavalry
regiments that mutinied went off with their horszs,
whiclr were~ Government property: )

Doon after the regiment returnzd to Delhi we
were “quartered i the King’s palace. I-found a
fine slab of marble, and had an ins¢ziption engraved
o it to the memory qf a brothcr officer, Lieutenant
Sherriff, who wag ~mortally _wounded on ~August
12, 1857, and | personally superintended it being
placed. .over his grave, which I knew well, as
I” was present at his funeral. When [ -visited
the cemetery in 1875 I found the“stone in a good
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s!:atg of preservarion. But to my astonishment, in
tiilite another plice 1 found a second monument
erécted to my friend’s me~ory,

From Delhi I/ ricd hard“to get to the siege of
Lucknow with A .ieutenant Harcourt of the 1st
‘Madras Fusiliers, who hac been attached to the
211 Benn'al Fusiliers during the mege ‘of Delhi, but
failed.

I eventually succepd=d in seemg moge service™
with a _newly-raised Punjab regimern., the Hythﬂ
Punjab Iffantry, wkich had been ralﬁed and was
commanded k7 a cousin of mine, Colonel Robertson
Larkins. The rcgiment formed part of the Bourkee.
Field Force assembled for a c;mpaign “n Rohilcund
in April, 1858. Th~ force crogs’;d the Ginges at
Hurdwar, and 1 was nearly drowned on"the avening
of~our arrival. Swimming across the river, when
near the further-bank, and within twerty yerds of
it, I was too cxhausted to bear up against the
current, - Or’z of our owa men, a Sikh, jumged in
and helped me~o land. We fought three actions,
viz. at Amso+h, B:ga':valla,ﬁ and Nugeena, befote
relieving Moradabad, which welmb’%ing held for us by
Scindiah. In one of the actmns Nugeena, I think,
our cavalry caught a numpoer of the enemy up trees
before they had an opportunity of escaping into the

town. They ha? been firing at us from-these trees.
11O
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None of them e’cap L~ Under these trges' we -
found a really beattiful native girl with an infant in
her arms ; they were both dead, one piece of a shell
had passed througlr ch1 d and mqth—er, . Thus, alas!
do the innocent suffer with the gulty.

The cemetery at Movadabad presented .a mast
e;traordinar)[ appearance. ~ It had been desecrated-
by the mutinéers, the ~stones in some "instarices
"knceked  over, in, others smashed. Scindiah had
dcne h15 hest tg <epaix the dalaage, and the whole of
the ; monuments Fad been ~vaitewashed. There was
one moanumnt, “the breken pidar,” had had the | top
put on. I was invalided at Moradavad, and went
up to Eimlg?

In 1859 I was- invaljded home for my sixth
sunstroke. _ On tiie voyage we were wrecked in the
P. ana O. steamer A/ma, in the Red Sea, on
June 10. The vessel ran on a rock close to dne
of the Harnish Islands, a group oft, and about forty
mlle§!fr01n, Mocca.

This happened at aboui™ two o'clock in the morr=
ing. A bright moon. was shinidg. Immediately
after she struck,~he vessel heeled over to port
at an angle of quice forty-five degrees. GShe was
jammed hard and fast at her bows, but her stern
was Gver deep water, and much lower than she
was forward. As all the ports, including sternports,
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were open at the time, - he apidly filled, and
there was great fear entertained ‘that the weight of
the water would ¢ause the bows to slip off the rock,
in which case she would hav: foundered at once in
~ deep water.
~.As she filled sc rapidly-some “of the passengers
~could not open their cdvir doors, so had to be
hau'led o1t through their -portholes.  Among the.
passengers were a number of ladies and chtldren"
as also a number of” c.":ﬁ'cers -going home *«wahded
The ladies, as they alwa=s do in- 1anger bel‘:wed
splendidly. It was 1mpossible to ~walg. aldng “the
deck ; so, to pass the- ladies and 'chﬁdren from the,
top of the saloon eom‘pamen—ladder to the gang-
~-way, where a "bont awmted tm;ake then;n\ to the.
island—really it is only a big"rock—a number
of us gentlemen passengers formed . line outside
the starboard bulwarks. Our feet rested on a
narrow ledge level with the boarc’mg of the deck
We placed one aim over tke bulwark to ho.d 02 by,
~nd in this rianner we passed them along QlltSldE
the bulwark without an accident happening. Luckily
there was a caim, znd the sea. as._smooth as glass.
No life-was lost in larding, but" the purser died of
sunstroke in the evening.
The rock was of coral formation, dreadful «5>walk

on for “hose without shoes. A number of ladies
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and children were bar ¥osted, and until they were
bandaged with strips of canvas were unablerto walk
A lady passenger, Mrs. Mackay, after having been
bandaged herself, rﬁast"ﬁmgnammousl;; bandagéd up
a numbe* of ladies and children. ' We were without
water, the salt wgier baving got- into the tanks apd
spcnled the fresh~ so that™our drink consisted of
bottle .of beer “between 4wo men~a day, & botv‘é;:
clavet between tworwomen, and the same allowance
for the cﬂnldrgp-

1"'1e man wit!" whom I Shared my ’t;w::nttl'n of beer
—“EMIEEA-PIHFTEI' from Ceylun—was one evening
too 1mpatlent to” wait* for a corkscrew. So in
attempring to knock the fop off the neck of the
bottle, he smashada lt and away‘ went the beer o
the coral. I begged him t¢ wait. Having been
nearly all day working on board the wreck: helping
to get the stares out, I was parched with thirst.” I
went to’ tie ofcer in chat‘ge of the_stores, and
explﬁme‘d matters. He gave mt another bottle,
which. I took good carelto open mys:If, sharing=,
of cSurse, with my. contrite chum, whose little
"daughter implored him for some. ~

It was very pitiful to hear the poor=children
calling out day and--ight for pani / pani/ (water!
waterf; “The heat was very great, Awnings,_ of
canvas had been erected to shade us from the

119.
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burmng sun. The glare fgon’ the sea, too, was very
tr}nng "NAn attack by Arabs was*feared, as we had
- only six muskets a’rnd bayonets but no ammunition. _
Ofie end of the '.rock was sat'dy, and was made
“over to the ladiey and children as a bathmg—place
(Rae evening at Lusk wher enfoying their bal:hr
"~b\t end having been cleared 0£.. mer, screammg

Heard‘ a rush~was made to see the cause,ﬁwhlch
turned out to be the return of a boat that kad
been sent by the captlm to.a- larg= 1slanr‘ ﬁftegn
mibes distant to search for~fresh weer. Nur;e“was
fourid, but they brougat some brackish {dat Was. ot
fit to drink. "ﬁ"he officer- in ~hargeé of the: boat sard
that the island was crowded with deer, Whl(‘.’"l were
.qu1te tame and came up close E)-the bﬂat v;gtchmg
proceedings. The lallies were afrdid that the boat
was an Arab dhow. |

©n the third day we were picked up by H M.

ship- Cyclops, It ‘was known that she wiald shortl ly
follow us into thc Red Se~ from Aden. She*was
epqaged leyiry down the Telegraph cable. Qr:e of
our boats had wveen sent back to the Straits of
Babelmandeb t5 intsrcept her,- -giye notice of the
wreck, end ask fo: assistance. ~Zhe Cyclops took
us back to Aden, and aftgr a fow days’ stay there
we_were picked up by the P. and O." stédmer,
Bombay ~and brought on to Southampton.

T 3
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During my stay\in Mngland I saw the wreck of
Trke Alm;z, under*the name of 7%e Overlasr a’ Ram‘z
_actedat the Princess’ Theatre, an& it was very good
‘indeed. I alsc a‘&ter“' ed a CQ,I.IEGE: of musketry
training "at  Hythe, the resu’} ¢{ which was that
I obtained the mu'-ki:try ins! ructorshlp of 1y
reglment 1mmedmtely reﬁmned "nd put it throughV
1ts first course bf ‘muskegry.

1 returned to I‘pdla about eleven months after my
arrival i Engk{hd with a ]ﬁfch of 30Q recruits for
the"Hanourablf East Iadla ,Company’s European
arullesy, sapers, cayalsy, and"infantry. “These lads
- had received “hardly any -tralnmg Y Warley, the
Compaay'’s depot for recrufts in those days. Many
future solendid soldiers went from Warley Depot.

We embarked on the day ‘of the first big review
of the Volunteers before Her Most Gracious Majesty
the Queen. ,..We numbered five officers, including
the doctor"md 300 men. There were_a]so officers
and leers wiyes and ehildren.

]usl; as we were about to sail, it was discover~d
that there was a soldier's wife about to pass on
‘board whose narnf: did not appear on the roll. Her
husband, a sapper, had married without 1€ave, and
the goor wife was cCasecuently unable to accompany
him. "Ph“AE we were depending on getting a soldier’s
wife as a nurse for my little son Monty, [ went up

121,
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to the captam of the ship-asld ar-anged to pay the
womat. ' passage jout, on which”she was allowed
on board, to her“own and her husband’s dehght
Som? years ,aftﬁrwards I ﬂett“her as a matron
of the Lawrence; Military Orphan Asylum, near
Fussowlee, holdin; a very soncurable and éood
L \Qsition, ) i
- 1 ejoirrd my regiment ak Roorkeé¢, and was soon
hard at work at musketry. Tke old Brown Buss
had been sent into sCe, and we 1""‘r«vﬂre armed w1th
Erfield rifles. Some.of the capta s looked 1‘:p0n
me "as quite an interineddler, and did ot pe.l.ﬁ
in anybody beil.g able to-teath Tommy Atkins how
to shoot better than they~could. . They, the captains,
all had to go thrbugch the « course djemselvesﬂand to
my great satisfaction, the captain who had given me
the most-trouble, by arguing durmg my lectures to
th€” men, came up to me after his _rgturn from a
shooting trip and acknowledged t}“at e shot-h_{s
game 50 per cent” better than he djd beforé he~had
be=n thrm:ghfﬁis course. N
About this time_old John Gompany’s Army was
taken over by the Qaeen and the uropean cavalry
and infaritry were madesregimentS =f the line. The
2nd Fusiliers became thexrosth Royal Fusiliers.
Officers were given the option of serving with,
their ola corps, or remaining locals, or joining
22
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the Staff Corps. | reeeived a very handsome letter
from the sergeants of the regm;:nt beggflg me to
| remain with it, addmg that the meh would'go through
fire and water w1.,'1 e, and th.at,they were all so
very pleased with me. But, alaﬂ' I was unable te,‘
as it was rumoured that Zhe new ’Fne regiments worad
'soon be ordered home to Englmd and a mar;}ﬂ/
subaltern on Lnghsh pay mean? poverty:

“From my old nglment I, was transferred to the
2nd Gmrkha Pifless and h..-q.l the honowr of serving
und'er MEJDI‘, :nterwarde oirp Herbert Macphemen
\f“ﬂmt{ «B. *It was indeed a pleas’:re to serve
under such an officer

Sir “-Iugh Rose was Corfimander-in-Chief in India
at thisatime, and—-early in 186% he visited Deyrah
Dhoon to_inspect the Goorlhas. He gave all the
officers a very stiff examination in drill. The follow-
ing mornings His Excellency sent for me, and told
me that he™was' much pleased at what. he had seen
of e on parade, and "that as JIaJor Macpherson
speke very highly of tne, he woul #ppoint fne
‘adjutant of a regiment as soom as | passed the
fpreseribed exargMatcion in Hifidustani.

On Septembex” s following I was gazetted as
having passed in Nindustani, and in the General
Ordefs of the 11th I was appointed adjutant of
the 13th Regiment Bengal [nfantry. So Sir Hugh
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Rose kq:\:t his promise as”sron 73 | gave l‘um the
opportumty. But,to my great grief, I had to leave
the Goorkhas

It “was generally- allowed “ha! Sir Hugh Rose
did more for the ei"ﬁcmncy of the native army tban
auy Commander-in Chief béfere him. There was
a’ “martening up a¥ round, several old commandants
havir.’s to be elimihated.
| There was an amusing story told of one old gentie-
man who had-commanGel a regmen‘ “for mary years
when Sir Hugh came a~resshim. T e Commander-
in-Chief asked him to change the frontof '3+ egrmas,
which was in lir - and facing rarth, to tne east. The
colonel thought for somd_ mmut-es, and thea in a
tremulous voice saic to the chiéf, ~¢ < If they were in
column, I could do it.”" g

It was-also related of this officer that he had a
horror of flies. He was quite uneasy 1 if he saw_ one
in his room, and would go In pursuit Jf . with a ﬂy-
flapper. There was a youry subaltern in his cqrps
wl™ had fary calls to tre colonel’s quarters for
reprimands and good advice. etting tired of these
calls out in the middI¢ of the day-in-the hot weather,
the suh “ook with hinr a match-box full of blue-
bottles and flies, which he surrptitiously let loose.
while waiting for the colonel to come ntS the,

room, or while receiving his reprimand. The
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result was his spee ly dlb‘ﬂi ssal home, witha r‘lﬂmbled
accusation of always eating sweetmeats. The last

- thing he saw as he*2ft the room was the colonel flying
round the room in'. S cry after i< néw acquisitions,
ﬂy-ﬂapper in hand. The sub.” received no more-
invitations to *he colonels qua’ ‘ers.

I joined -my new regiment at Gorruckpore ud

. soon “afterwards we miarched for Peshawar.’ ]ust
befor&*gettmg there Sir .Hugh Rose dropped on
I w1tH tke-re; It tnat WE uad to halt"at Kyrabad,

~-an ea;:amEmg sround acmfs the Indus opposite
Atlut..h. anu (;ommmce with the “goose-step, and

| work"steadﬂy througl “the drill-bfiok. We were to
remain at -t until “the gﬁneral reported the corps
efficien’.

During-this march the day we reached Jhelum
snow fell and settled for & few minutes on our
tunies. Thi"~is the only time I have seen or heard
cf a spowfall in the plains of .India "during some
thirty-eight years connection with the country.

Shirtly after our artival in Peshawur anofner

_corps marched in. The colonel"was riding a ‘very
‘handsome grey'“A'rab charg%r, which evidently
attracted the attention of some of the horse robbers,
of w}nch Peshawur boists many. He had also a
~grey dogcart horse, which had seea its best days.
Orn- the colonel’s return from mess, at about ten
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o'clock-that night, he visitid the s ables, and finding
that the horse attendan:s had put the Arab in the
worst. stall, ordered them to.at e éhange them,
~Next morning h< was awoke * ¢ his groom, who
informed him thaf some thieves_had stolen ~the
dogcart horse, ha ing cut down #n opening i
ch\\“back wall of ine stable, and thus_got the horse
out, |

The robbers must lLave carefu” ly f:ratchx..d and
seen the stall the Arab Was put to - “n Fact, a f~w
days afterwards the culonel receivid a lettec’.-fm
them, informing: him that the dcgcart, hurse*’fvda of
no use to them, it ‘vas the Are) they waated, and he
could have it back by sendmg pneqhunﬂ-red rupees
to some particular prace. This, | } elieve, wis done,
and the horse was returned. These gentiemen had
crossed the border, and were perfectly safe,

I visited the hill-station of Murree #m Peshawur
on leave. Ic¢ was ~ndeed a treat to get o1t of 2
temperaturé of 104 degrﬁ.ﬁg to one” of betweer 50
and 6o. ; |

There was a peppery eld general pointed out te
me up there who was always f’alf;”ig foul of com-
manding officers of reglments and batteries. On a
brlgade parade it was said Yiat a horse of Mo, a gun
of a trooo of Forse Artillery had fallen just as the”

troop wheeled intohe saluting base, and the gunin
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consequence, did nc* getju'te into line with th~others
before reaching the flag at whlcu the general was
stationed. The- r"*-]or commandmg the batteary,
fter having himse] ~saluted, gal" or=d~out as usual
ana ,plax:ed hm‘rﬁelf beside the general *who said,

f
On tlie com-

manding officer explaining the acLJ.dent which ms
the catse of it, the geneml exclalmed « P2 yﬂur
No. 3 gun, d~——-=them all, si” !’ " QOut, galloped the
maior, Halted I’T trSop,_ anc™ _commence":l “No.
un, d+——— you! | "No. 2 gun, ¢ —— you! | aand r1ght_
up > Mo, % gun He then ordereci his troop to
-« {Wallt march!” reti-ned"to the/ze seaeral. saluted,
and reported. “I've d——dthem all, sir.” Peppery
was norplussed; e could not :md did not say a
word, although the halting of "the troop necessitated

the halting of the whole brigade.

1

“Your guns ar= nt}t dressed S .

Another, ST occurred when a_ kilted reglment
sexved n;.lnder his command, T,he corps had not
been’long out in~lndia, 21id on a brigade parade the
colonektook every Qpportumty of allm??lng his n(zn
to s_tand at ease. Old” Peppery. c drl not lik= this, so
he called out £C the colonel, ““Your regiment
apparently can do nothmg but stand at ease, sir; let
me see you try some sthemanceuvre.” Out galloped
the colonel, saluted the general, then turning towaids

his vegiment, ordered: ‘ Highlanders, attention!
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Right- “bout turn' Grovad™ arn 5‘ Pick up arms!
Front! Stand at "easa!” He ithen saluted the
gereral, who was furious at bem*\shown S0 mmple,a»
manceuvre.

A young medical officer. whoﬁn met.at R.wul
Pmdee on my l'E.tL n from. Murree, was very anxlous
‘to-be allowed to” go to Roorkee College to be put
thmugh a course of engineving. His commandmg
officer explained to hir that, as a medxcal officer, he
was ineligible, but h"’ persmt’“d ¥+ his ~applicagion
to- ‘his CO. to seni hlS name” tO armya head-
quarters. bo,, to pamfy hirn,,. they L. Ctep-dd'/
acquiesce- and a ‘ortnight o} so aftervgards Ne was
handed an examination paper,and told tHat if he
answered the fiftesn ques.uons f"‘)rrectly bre might
have a chance of going to Roorkee. L remember
one of the questions. It was, “If a cart-load of
bricks costs ten_rupees, how much ~ill it cost to
build a luLatic 3sylum? He unever Infﬂtlﬂnﬁd
Roorkee agam althoug} he. przzled over the
qu..,stlons fol’ some hours.

At Pe~hawur, tae brigadier- -general had one dgz
finished his inspection of a Bepgal cavalry regi-
ment.- He had a very florid complex:on and was
very proud of the few »ordl of Hindustani that
he knew. He addressed the men as follows

“ Soor log hum_ burra vosy kai’ the meaping
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of which 1s in anllsh“ ‘ Plgs, I am very rosy.”
What he wanted :> say was “ Scwar Zag hun, burra
mzw hamn,” or * Tmopers [ am vary pleased.” Of
colirse the commat ling”officer ex—p],amgd to the men
wKt the brtgadler wished to Cxpress to them. |
11 Peshawur e~ ery “enant of a~house must keep &
cnhokedar, or mght watcliman, whose duty it is to

guard_ the house and property~of his ~employer.”
Tl=se men are arrred to the_teeth, and it is not an
uncomn:on evert to hear tnem let loose- their pistols
at nght 'I’lt.,.ﬂbhgat*w* t) keep the?* mer~ in
Tang's aaploxme’nt is no.doubt A case of backmailing,
but it /s necesbary to"gonform to 7~ ‘here so many
cutthm?ts and born bandits swarm. _
One .moruing w:he,a rldmg out ©f ‘my gate, on m*
way to parade, [ found a dead man just across the
road. " He hed been shot during the night, but I
never heard by whom. My chokedar had gone
home. W*~n"Te returned in the everung, I asked
him if fie knew anything~about it.”™ He rgplied, with
a grif. that he did not,Wut that he~hzd heard-a
pistol“report during the mght

"1 had a parttcularly nicc litle chokedar in my
service at Pesha.rar, a stalwart young mar, always
cheerful, and very f~ad of playing with my children.
He hzd a little bull-terrier, given him by a former
master, and this dog killed snakes in a very scientific

rl
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manner, never giving ther’. a chance of biting him.
One LEIY he came’to me and a‘ted for a few days
leave, as he had-heard of a man of a tribe, or clan
witl” whose clan his had "“»ble ¢ feud. The ﬁ
was coming down *o Peshasur with a- batw
~horses from beyoad the Jirentiex, and 'he alded,
“«This man’s tribs has had last blood.” I gave him
leave, and awayﬁhe went.  About. four evenings
afterwards 1 found him in rny garden exp]mmmr to
my little SO0, Montu.\hbw he hcld shot the man,
gaing tH ough the whole perfor} waace, which” he
afterwarc.-did for riy edification. -

The heat ir" Reshawur-in the kot weathems very
great. DNiany people gleep on the tops. of their
-houses, which areflat rodfed, "'*nd have® coglies with
large nand punkhas to. fan”themi. These men stand
by the bedside swinging thepunkhas, which have
long stems resting on the ground, with the end
between the coclies’ feet. |

e,
-
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CHAPTER VI

In the 32nd Punjab Pioneers—Buxa—The r bullock and its owner
—On the march t¢” Dinapore—Accident to the raft—P:gatmkmg p
.—Road-making Ln the Hirialayas—71 1ger-hunt1ng-—TL.a.d in
~andstone rock.

AE;rER .ea,_vmg.xt’emawur 7y was siationed at

Lucknow, afterwards af I ussowlee. I then €x-

Lhn&gei 1959 the 32nd PUHJELb PIOIH:E'S which

-regiment | ]emed on ‘I's march tf"I*uxa _ Bhootan.

We had dlfﬁCUItlES*abDut “ood supply for officers

and men at Bux”. At the offiters’ mess we had”

lived on ducks, fowls,ﬁand eggs for weeks. On one
occasion we were reduced to ducks eggs. It then
occurred to me that ever since the regiment had

- been at Bum I"had noticed a certaln ~ed bullock

wander -about the. fort and precmc-:s at its own free

will. ~ ¥ would spend th"eﬁﬁnight in the executir

Et}gineér’s compound, nnd ramble~about }ﬂ.d graze

in the jungle hard-by all day. ~
I mentioned this To another officer, who said that

he had noticed the #~imil too. So we determined
to turn it into beef that evening, which was_ dore,

and just in time to have the liver and heart cooked
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for the-mess dinney, to eviry one’s delight. Fresh
beef and salted were enjo}ed for some days after. .

I obtained Icave shortly af‘“erwards to i@b’
_ Umballah tc-brifg my fam:L to Buxa. I had
_many commissions to execute .or officers and th=T"
wives, for Buxa 7, quite il the wilderness, perhaPs
Jungle would be ihe better word, especially in the-
rain; season. Some of “hem requifed cooks, some
bhesties, or water-car=iers, some washerméen, ot'ﬂers_,.
tailors, ete.], etc,, for.:n Bhoctan. no sgrmnts' Aare
obtainabie.

Soon atver Jny arrival ir Urn’l:;)a.llalﬂ-wI madﬁn my
wants known” a”d had nur‘lber]ess applications for
the vacant posts from-servants of all destriptions.
"Among the bheseies I 0bserv§:d"a man wearing a
cap made of Bhootea blanket stuff, a materlal quite
unique. I asked him where he hal obtained the
stuff, and he informed me that he had been to
Bhootan w'th the 1st Goorkhas, wnich reglment.we
relieved zt Buxa. I was "astonished at his- mshlng
€ return thore, as most of the servants detested the
place, ard I asked him if he Yiked it so much that he
was anxious to return.

“ No,” he replied, “ but the uay I left with the
Goorkhas I could not cat/n r7y bullock, and [ want
te go back on its account.”

Here was the owner of the bullock we had _I::illed, |
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and eaten with such gnato mc-e than a thousand
miles away from the spot! ] said nothmg as to its

te, but told him’ that | required a bhesty, and he
nught consider hirseif my servaat:~ To this he
“oladly assented. Bhestles in the hills—Buxa is a
hill station about” 2,000 “feet abcwe sea level—use
bullocks for carrying water in tw= large skin bags,
_slung ane on either side of the animal. A fewdays
.after wee had retumed to Ruxa, the ‘bhesty came
smiling p, to_me scying, “1 know ail ,,about my
"‘ bullock, Sahlb I suppose he mess will de me 1or
PR He VS pald the prlce “he asked for it, and
-was quite sat;sﬁed

At thé base of theﬁBuxa hill there is a belt of dense
“jungle twenty- two mjtes in breadsd, and in Bhootar
the rainfall. is very heavy, sG that to leave Buxa
or get to it, during the rainy season is an arduoys
undertaking. The Bhootaneas are a fine race of
mguntai}geef s : many have fair comhglexi@ns and rosy
cheeks.- Their cattle ar very much like our Eng-
lish arimals, and withotit “the hump~common /70
Indlan cattle.

“The inhabitants manufacture very handsome
blankets of brighi colours, and the villagers sup-
plied” us with excclent .milk, butter, and eggs.
Handsome dogs, both large and small,ysed frequently
to be brought in by them for sale. On riding in
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from Cﬁuch Behar /.5 Buxa one afternmn I came
across a tiger feastmg off a buueck he had.just
killed. I had to ride within be’ ween thirty ;agdf
forty yards of-hm. He loowd’up and showed his
teeth, but did not roar. I gave my horse the off ;]}"
to distract his atte~tion, and I rode past ; the tiger did
"ot attempt to le~ve his kill, and as soon as I had

e

passed continued his repast.~

From Buxa, after a “wo years stay,.my regiment
was orderad“ to Dinaplre. Tke firs¢_march out 40
Alipore is -a long one of twenty-tv'o miles, through
the belt of jungle I nave dboye mentb:‘ned ~he
encamping, grcand is on the danks of a.river. - Late
in the evening, after dark, I wag superigtending the
crossing of this rrver of the meﬁs-tent and other
property. This had to be con,veyed acress on rafts
canstructed of several dug-outs, or small canoes, each
cut out of a trynk of a tree, fastened ‘together
with green~canes used as ropes, ‘and a nlatform

=
made of ‘bamboos placea over the tops “of the

ca..oes.

I had ~een a cart. run on "to one of these rafts,
and ordered the sentry in chargeto allow only one
mess servant to go over with it, for fear of too much
welght forcing the gunw/ tes "of the canges under
waer, ~ It was very dark, and while my back was
turned the raft was shoved away from th? bank, and
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started to cross over./ Prese.ly I heard~ shouts
from mld-stream and by stoaping down and looking
~along the surface_ a_f the water [ cc;.uld see that the
| raft was sinking, an*‘~ that seven nrsnidn it were up
to their knees in wter. Some Jjumped “off, others,
rolled off, and all were ca]],;ng out for help. I pulled
off my coat, and swam to them. i~managed to land
four nen one after the atiier, amBng them «th¢ dis-
obé:lién.tfsentry, who had hiv‘ greatcoat on. Two
swem out, and ~only "one mali was drow:ied The
water =as icy col® as it ran s;ralght down. Yfrom the
hills-

'As soon as-the raft Fad got rid“of the weight of
the men it rose to the surface, and was duly taken
over to the other sl gdf- For saviriy these men I was
presented ~vith the bronze medal of the Royal
Humane Society.

Whijle quartered at Dinapore some men who lived

" onran 1s}ancl in the Ganges some twenty miles away
from “the statlnnﬁpreSente;l themselves before the
cantc:nnent magistrate and begged him to seld.
some officers out to kill the wild-pigs on th~ir island,
as they were deet(Dying the crops and killing the
inhabitants. The magistrate told them he had no
power to. send officers “anywhere, -and, pointing
towards our mess-house, advised him to gire lis
information there, and he would find that the officers
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did not. want sendy. b to hunt the wily boar when
they knew where to find fim.

They came. ~Colonel Black/vood, our com- .
mandant, ané. i “were mtt“*&g- 0 the verandah
abusing Dinapore a$ being a slow, uninteresting
place at that time of year—May, L think, was the
-nonth, or the begmmng of June, perhaps. On
‘hearhyg -tlieir news we jomped up_ d'ehghted At the
prospects in store for vs. . We took the me Nover to
the Rifle ,Brlgade mesC, and within 2n houi” a paﬁty
was got Gp to start the Lext evening for the Asland

There were about twelve of'us altpgethan

The first dey we speared ceven boats ; it wae very
bad ground, full of holes and ravines. #There were
also fields of castor oil plgnts anfong which riding
after a pig is very diincult, for unless oRe 511:5 tight
the plants will get between knee and saddle, and horse
and rider will more than probably part company.
Another dlstldvar}}pge is that the boar is sometimes
lost to sight of the rider, ‘but the-boar can “s€e his
pisuer well enough, and if he takes it 1‘1to his
head to -:Qarge, "‘I’llght wouiid the horse badly, or
even brmg horse and” rider to carth.  Captain A.
Crookshank, of the 32nd,! who was out with us,

1 Afterwards Colonel A. C. 1FJf“i(]l'a.,-ttziksh.'a.nlac he was kllled at
the. head of his regiment in the Black Mountain-=-a mogt
popular’\\d galldat officer. Three of his sons are officers in the
Royal Engineers,
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nearly had his boot togn off hs* leg by a boar that
jumped open-molthed at him in among” castor
oil plants. |
As we had tak:n ov: our tents to this islana, and

plenty of ice—a lECESSlty, “for the time was the’
thttSt of the year—we remalneuqfor a second day’s’
sport. We Xkilled five more boars, . while a sixth got~
off by taking™ to the weter and swimtring #o the-
baik of the ,rwer

ﬁ]ust 25 we were sbout to~zeturn to our tents the
15]anders came us to us”sajing that they Vould LOW
shew us the-largest_bocr on tae island, ~antl that he
was very fierce. '1hr~y ran off to A plle of long-
stemmeéd crops lately reaped and havmg climbed
up on"the top ‘.Dmmenced hewling and dancing
about. Qut ran a pig, but” being a sow she was
al]owé:l to go. Presently there was a rustle; ,‘a'
magnificent boar "broke caver and went away.
Hirstly | he "made for a field o \gstor ail, but as he
was"frﬂsn and full ef g¢ we husticd him. out of this
eazs:ly-_-~ He broke in frofit of Crookshaak] who, giter
_a run of about half-a-mile, got fisst spear, He died
very game, cha]:gang till his"last gasp.

I was very un.ortunate in this trip. I Kad both

my horses woundec; ont .badly. The way the latter
_wounds occurred was as follows: A bogr broke

between myself and another officer, and ran back ; I
13%
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turned my horse rov'ad to rlde after him, calling my
friend’s"attention. The boay, on heurmg my voiceand
seeing me after hiin, turned and el arged me before
I couid get my’ hor3e into hls“strlc_e he Jumped at
my horse’s thest, whic” he cut ¢ pen, and in passmg |
through - his hind-legs cut” both ‘his hocks bddly,_
Boor Prince, a bay Arab, was laid vp for two
™ontbs.

I got ﬁrst spear off-that boar, and.it vias fiot
until after I'had done”s0 I dlmovened how badly
my” poor fag had been {1jured. He was bleﬂdlng
in stream® from his cilest

It is not always by any mems that the first spear
kills the boar. The man whe takes first spear
cfaims the tushes, “hut the m1g,ht§ boar in" some -
instances takes a lot of killing,_ charglng again and.
again, with his little eyes flashing fire, and rasping
his tushes until he receives his quletus

I met a meq oncef%t he was not in the aerv1ce,
who boasted of the numbei” of frst. spears l"e'had
“akan, Meén ~vho have beefi out with him, hovever,
told me that was all-he rode fcr, leaving the killing.
of the boar to others.” A most- un5p0rtsmanhke
proceeding ; he should assist. Plg-stlckmg is- the
finest sport out; it beats Foth” ager-shoot;“ngﬁ .a_nd'
fox-bunting, in my humble opinion. |

From Dinapore we were ordered off to assist'hin
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‘making a cart-road in the If[ima.layas, from the plains
to the hill statiorof Rafikhet, which was ‘hen in
its infancy; it L c]ose to both~ Nainee Tal and
Alnmiérah. This wss in the _cold weather of
1869-70.

T e regiment was toXd off into, working parties of
two companjes each, which were encamped from fiyes

“to. six miles Zpart. [t was most delightful .work.
anu we were . in ~a spiendld climate. Officers of

workmg. partles “regeived werking pay as well as
the “men. 'Tflerg was-good shooting and fishing
around,

My men earned from nfnepence tO‘H shilling a day
each, ard the harder tiie rock we had to Cxcavate the
more mone€y wc gat, fol" we worked by contrack
One afternoon sCme viliagers came into my camp,
and bégged me to go to their village to shoot a tiger
that was killing their cows. Four of us started on
two elephr:nts “n a’very sh?(t\t'i"me On turning
round,a low hlll near the village we mmediately
canfe upon the tlger eating"a cow he had-killed.

The two of us on the leading_elephant fired, and
we distinctly hea,rd the bullets hit. Phe cowardly
brute, instead oi  harging sneaked away ato the
jungle and ascendec~hC hill. We dismounted, and
went “after him on foot, and finding blood-gacks of—
two distinct kinds—one dark, the other ;ight——-we
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knew that one was. 2 senous wound, and the other
shght: In fact, strlpes mas hard hit.

We tracked him up to a small ol of water where _
he Fad just been drinkingl ther into a pateh of

-jungle, where: we lost his track, and ineffectually
“searched for it until it begarto get dark, wh/ we
_determined to return to Camp, and come back the
following .morning- to find the tiger.

On again reaching the poel “of water above
mentioned wi found ~it quite rec w1th blnod and
th=t the tiger had been rolling in it. ~ We returned
soon after ﬁdaybreak “next mornmg, apd™ “hunted
high and low,-but never found stripes. He must
have died, Jor thenvﬂlagers wére,_never tmubled with
him again, and Le 4id no( retura te his %ill. »

My wing armourer was'a qussu]manh a convert
from Hindooism. At his shop the pickaxes, mininge
jumpers, and other working tools were steel tipped
and repaired. rI;/ was an” excCllent~ man, but
superstitious to shsurdity.~ I had engage/- him at

-.Dinapore ; his name wags Junt Lall. I used £ visit
his shop several timpes daily to.see that the wofk was
getting on.~ I "had" nosiced for some time that he
had becn very hospitable to two regious mendicants,
and they were frequent viitor~ at the forge. "Not

~having.seen these men for some days I asked Sunt
Lall what had become of his friends, the fakeers.
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He replied, “ Huzoor khd>é Jante hain” (Anglice,

“Your Honour knows ~well” ), I declar:d my
ignorance, and a’ked him o explain himself, He
then. looking at me wigh 11‘1eredu].|t37r stamped ¢h his
face at my declaratian of ignogance, stated.that these
two'men had gore .ca village and asked for milk,’

that tne v1llagers had abuczd them, and driven them,
out of their village. That the fakeers then turned.
‘themselves into “tigers, snd commenced kllllng the
wllagers COWS IIr revenge” fer the irsults offered
them~ Thnt X'nad gone out, and killed a tlger erso,

one of tke fakeers The other,.having agdin changed
himself ato a man, kad returned, and:told Sunt Lall

all about the catastrophe and then dlsa’gpes.rect he
knew not where, -

Old Sunt Lall rrost thGroughly believed this yarn,
and weuld no* listen o any argument against it,

On the works one day some of the men called my
attentbn toa hu~e spherical Wf sandstone, about
two feel™n diameter, that had just been, excavated
out of the sandstone reck on which_ they were,
workirg. By striking the ball-with a pickaxe the
ouer surface would shell off quite evesly. When
they had reduced” “to the size of an 18-pourd shot
they declared their irtenton to take it down to camp
for my-bdys, Monty and Sam, to play with, It was -
rolled about, and knocked about for some days, and
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its diameter further decreased by shelling off, until
one d"y when struck with-a dumh bell it broke open,

and they found a live toad insica. The boys ran_
off o call me, but when i arrived the toad had
disappear=ad, -and we.could not find it. TFhere Wps

a precipice covered with un"gm within a fewr teet, -
with a river below it, add I 1magme it must have

madg for it. In~the ceptre of the stone was an
oblong cavity, The quarter-guara was close by': and@
all the mer Dot only-saw it,- butsome hagdled the'
tcad. The guard haaq 1o & fall in ”ﬁfor‘sunset, and,_
when they were disnissed, it had vaglshéﬂ

In the cold* weather of 187772 my reglment was,
ordered 1o Umha]lah . whére we got cmnfortably
settled down dJnee agaill in bﬁngﬂlom Im 1872 1
attended a garrison cours: of | 1r‘*tructlon under the
pﬂpular and clever Garrison Instructor Major A
Cameron, V.C,, and a cavalry course of instruction-
in equitatign w1th//.1e r1th” Hucsars,~ undCr  their,
well-known ridiry-master~Captain H, M Gee.
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CrHAPTER VIII

Simla—"Theatricals witf Sikh actors—Repeated at Umballah—The
~ Brhar famine—I0 charge of ~oad from” Hazepore to Nepal—
Lord Mayo’s assassination—44th Goorkha Rifles—In Assap—
—My first buffalo—Tiger ». Tiger—Two white tigers—Under
orders for the Afghan War. ~

In 1843 I “was~ ordered uvp with ~Captain T.
.Nlchclls a~d ﬁt’f}ur companies of the Piogeers, 2o
Simla, tC open out - the Slmla 2nd Thibet yoad. We
were enLamped at Mashobra, wheréa Nicholls and
myself built a very praty little cottage each. The
work wes light compared to what we had done on.
the Rhanikhet roa? ; thele was very little rock, and
consequently “t did fiot pay the men so well.
When in Bhootan I had written two plays for the
. men tc*act, and they ded it so nrell that | determined
to bring~them out_ in -Simla. »-Lord Napier of
Magdala was then Comerander-in-Chiefs he tc:ok
great interest in the work we wece employed on. “as
t ‘'was at his suggestmn that the Pioneer regiments
were raised. Caf~ain Nicholls and I were Kaving
lunch-with His Excellency one day, when mentioned
to him-mYy intention to bring out my theatricals in
Slmla, and asked him if he would do s the honour
10 45
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of patronizing them. ™is Excellency at once
assented and expressed hiS plea.sure at the 1dea.
The plays came off shortly aft.rwards ; not only
did Toord Napierattend thenf, but the Viceroy: .Lord
Northbrook. - We had a crowded house,- and t
"acting of the men was much-ap; Janded. 'The pleces
were Tke Beﬂgelze Babod; or One Way @ to a Fortuste,
and Khode Bwe in Search of iis Father. . They
were written in plain Hindustani, ‘hat any one who
had been i India six months ~ould un.d'erstand
Batween-the plays a sepow danced ~th 1g‘ﬂand
Fling in full Highland-costume, which l);eughl: down
the house, mare especially ac he. vC'euld KEEP his’
eyé contintally on me, statlef‘ed behind the-sllps for
the changes of” ﬁgure, ¢vhich awas ewmdents to the__
audience.
In the cold weather of 187374 there wasa camp,
of exercise at Umballah. I was dining with Lord
Napier one evemn’g wnen Hir Exeellency ashed me
to get up.the thatricals-again at Umba¥ah, as he
~expected Sir Charles Stavcley, then Commagdar-in-
Chief at Bemba};fte stay with him, and he was
anxious thatSir Clkarles should see the men act. “Of
course~we did so, and again met. ~vith great success.
The 11th Hussars kindly giaced their theatre at our
- dispesal for the purpose. i

The “Sikhs” seemed to take naturally to acting;
14C
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three of them had to rsmg oﬁg‘s that I conposed
in their parts, a¥1 sang” them splendldly They
~stipulated that I should take a part too, so that-my

work” was cut owt for me, as I was. prompter and

“slage manager.

Two sepoys took remale parts, which they did to
perfection. When the curtain was raised for us t~.
recetve the applause of the audivnee, in anser to
“which weall made profound salaams, the band struck
up. the \hlentm,e galq:», to wh'ch the company, taking
‘pa.rtners danced vatil the fa. When I was s with the
44th_ Goorl-"*as atferwards ] started t-heacrlcals with
‘them,.and with the same success.

In 1874 my regiinent was ordered to the Behar
famine.” 1 was pu in_charge of a road from
Hazlpore to the NE:pal Froltier, with several off-
Shoots, and had with me my wing of the regiment,
consisting of four companle& My duties were to
keep tharaads in repair, and pasz the cZrts of. grain
alongraz fast as the bullocks could’ travel As well
as I car remember I had from e:rrhty to mnety mZes -
of road to look after. soverninel,. supphed me with
four horses and 1 had taken ‘my own Arab down, so
I had five to do my work on. One of the Gavern-
ment horses, a big gity Waler, was an awful brute
to ride at first. He once buck-jumped myseir and
saddle off him; he allowed me to-catch and saddle
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him, tried to go throwgh tfie same performance again,
but failed, then walked halkwards™ar some distance ;
he got tired of that, and then behaved properly. He
‘afterwards turned out a good *pig-sticker.

The sepoys were Aistributed a]ong the road 4
twos, at” about a smile or so dlstant to superyi tend
Ae work performed by gangs of coalies. These
~epairs wére constantly required, for Q line of bwo-or,
three hundred carts would so cat up the rpad as to
make it 1rnpassable tr carts Aot b,f:mg al"cawed on
the metailed part. At st T useduto Al up | the ruts,
as I had be..an advised to, with Jungle gﬂﬂ-sskplaptam

stems, etc., but the first gang of carts passing svould
pulverize all this; and the road'way was worse than
“ever ; besides whieh there wa® the expensé, as the
grass, etc., had to be phid for So instead of filling
up the ruts I had them cleared out, and kept quitc
level. The carts used to go along splendldly on -
comparatively hard ground at last the ,_ruts had
been wort so deCp that the cart axles caugh* cn the
irervening” ground 3-then abandoned the oad,
‘and took the cart~ rlght across country. In several
1nstau,ces I "sent men Zp high teees to look out for
villages I had to pass, and on ge.ting their compass
bearings would make a beeine for them, and so
" sarve “he carts miles of road.

My non-commissioned officers were supplied with
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ponies to enable them to” superintend the sepoys in
charge of the ggngs of *"'OUIIE:S, and pay tlr= latter
every evening. One of the havikdars, or sergeants
namd Bussunt Sing, had a very handsome chlstnut
~any. One afternoon he dismaﬁrrted- it, when,”
wituaut any prdreﬂlt reason, the animal rushed at’
him open mouthed, knocked h1m down and set Ao
work. to munsh his left.arm, kneehng.-upqn hm],,
Bussunt S-lng was «escued by a sepoy, but not uatil
he hadnreceived' sych 1n_}ur..-es that e had to be
penmgned fof llfg

He declared that he had %ever ill- used ‘the pony,
ind, knowing "the mén well, I do not-belleve that he
had. The animal avas pe.rfectly qulet with any one
else, aiud I Gsed to ~at him. He seemed to like te
be taken notice of, but if he even heard Bussunt
Sing’s” voice he would try to break loose, and when
he saw the havildar he would show the wildest
e,xmtement" ang try ato get at him.

It~ was hard work for those e~gaged. on famine

/-

duty, for it necessitated ‘kxposure all. day to_the.
fiercerays of the sun Auring the hottest time of the

-

year.
Colonel C. M. MacGregor,! the Direitor of

Transport in North -Bé!;_ar, wrote and thanked me
very much for the good state of my road, ~nd_thc

1 The late Sir Charles MacGregor, K.C.B.
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trouble, I had takepn wih it. When His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales vissed India, Captain
Nicholls and mysslf were 1nv1ted by the Honourable

Sir Kichard Temple, K. C.SA., Lieut.-Govertor of
‘Bengal, te journey from Delhi to Patna :z.?b/
o

-
Government expense, a distar.ce®of 629 mi

have the honour_ of bemg presented to, and af
breakfastlr«g with His Rﬂyal nghm;ss on agcount
of the good work we had done darmg the famlne

To give an idea of- the rﬁagmtude of nColon,el
MacGregor's charge 1 ill' mention™a new of the
details. H~ had 50,000 tm—bullock HI.'I'.S 15,000
pack animals working under, hxs supetyision, which
carried from first to last :182 oo tons of graln, equal
40 four millions of~bags. " He Rad to Jlstriblite this
mass of grain among the many depc:ts ang granaries,
He had sixty-five British officers under his imfediate:
command, and at his disposal two companies of
Sappers and Miners, and my “our Tomganie< of the
32nd Pioneer Regiment. The rest of the corps was
employed censtructing the railroad. He displiyed
+he character of./a_grand ~administrator, whzch
afterwards ac Quartermster—Genﬁrgl of the Army
he exlubited so well.

Before the regiment had_retwrned from the famine
Jistric~. we received a letter from Army Head-,

quarters, on bep_g:ember 14, 1874, informing us
a
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that the 32nd Pioneers "was. the best shooting
regiment in the~ Native Army for the “season
1873-74. One of the_paragraphs runs as follows:
“ His"ExcelIency (the Gommander-in-Chief) obsirves
htb-y;\the position this reglment has aftained as the
best dn the Native Ar“ny is dug to the superior
practlce of the wing commanded by Major Walkex,
to whem spemﬂ] credit 15 due.” <o whar with out.
musketry_. our- th»._atncals and the famine the
Pmneers*scored in 1844.

My.worx during the” famine brought mr a gréat
deal.in cont=<t with the-Behamnd1g0 plmters from
whom I recrived the,.greatest kindiiess and hos-
pltahty " They form a great spo'rtmg ‘Community.
The Behar "Mounted Rifie Corps is composed of
them ; they are fit to go ;nywhere and do anything.
“r. Charles Swaine, now, alas! no more, of the
Ottar Factory, very kindly invited me to make his
fastory the” head-querters of my wing. and in his
comp’omd were pitched tie hospitZ]l and other tents.
He ‘wzs kindness and hos»*)*tah]:y persanified. He,
would send me out fresh breau avhen I was miles-
Paway in the jungle, give m~ notice of pig-sticking
meets, and put ouf horses on the road for me 1o ride_
in on to enable-me to~be present at the sport.
~ The coolies employed on the famine relief works

were paid in copper tokens, each of which represented
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so mugh rice ; they. are™a :,ice-eating population in
Behar® These tokens w#re takem, by the re-::.tplents.
to the rice depo*s and exchanged for food. This
was the i ingenious invention ﬁf Sir Richard Temple
K.C.S.L.,Licut.-Governor of Bengal [t prev )Pcf
fraud, and saved the cost - of transporting and
guarding treasure. The tokens had been duly cast
.at the m*t, were- about 'the size of"a shlllmg, and,
holes had been punched out ir: the cen*rg through
which a stfing could” he passed, and as the coo],;es
héd not“por:kets they ~ouid tie the3e Tound their
walsts or recks _

In the cold weather of I 87.5-76 the 22nd Pioneers
formed part of the camp ot éxercise at Delhi, at
»which His Royal J‘:Iighné“ss thes Princeof Wales was
preseant. It was a maﬁnlﬁuent ahalr Qur Cava]ry
Division was second to none in the world, and right
proud was Lord Napier of them, as he was indeed,
and had good reason to be of “the whole foree,
The army gave a“grand ball to His Royal Fighness
irrthe King’s Palace, - ‘the Diwani-i-khas f‘prwate
audience hall), onﬁjaguary 17, 1876 ; and I had the
honoug. of dancing in he same set of quadrilles, or
lancers, as the Prince, to my” partner's extreme
delight.
© IhT camp f"f exercise of 1871-%2, held also a4

Delhi, was a splendid one, too, and most enjoyable.
I & o
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General Upton of the United-States Army was

‘present, and a la¥ge numbder of Indian princes and
chiefs. Poor Lord Mayo was ¥iceroy then; he
gave a grand hall ~hich was largely atténded.
ord Mayo left Delhi shortly afterwards=o visit the
cnnvm:t settlemenw. fhe Andagan Islands. He
was stabbed by a Pathan convict when getting ingo
.hlS boat to regiirn 4o hlS ship. Ris Loréship.was a
man of grang tprestnce an_(i amperial bearmg, which
won_ fof‘hlm tlxe rewérence I the natives of India,
who quite “idSlizosuch %attNbutes. It is nledless” to
add- that he was also 'held ”) grea,x en*lmatlon and
respect by aM classes gf his own coun"crymen

When after the" camp~ broke” up, the regiment
was on its way hach to_ Umball“a.h on our second
march owt, in the morning before daylight, a
“mounted man overtook us, and handed a telegram
to Colcmel Morgan our commanding officer. The
d‘fﬁculw was to readrit; I offered to daso by the aid
of the ’hght of my cigar.” It ran s follows: * Lord
Mayo‘assassmated at Anﬂamms yesterday.” JRhig
‘caused us all great sorrow,_as~ we had been his
guests only a few days before, and He was-Jooking
so well,

During the"camp™of exercise of 1872, my regi-
-ment was ordered out to the Kootub to tirow up
field works, and place dummyﬁtar?gets to form a
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positiop for the - tropps Mo attack, and perform a
course*of field firing. Some enaigeer officers and
sappers were there also. We dined the officers one
evening, and during dinner th.e tent door was opened
“by a servaat passing in, when there was a cracking
of glasses all roupd the ta‘blefrOn exammqﬁ;n it
‘was found that only those containing claret had
“cracked. .

In March 1875 1 was appoirted -to officiate as
Cantonment™ T '\/Iaglstra“e and " Judge of the Sm;ll
Céuse C':nurt at Umbalhh “during the dbsel],ce on
leave of tne,-mc,umbens and n Octqber &8.76 haylng
officiated for sdme months ag, L.,ommandant of the
32nd Pioneers, I vas pmmoted #o be second in com-
mand of the 44th Goorkha le‘vs therstationed at.
Debroogurh, Assam. X wis very grleve;l to leave
the dear old regiment; I had been with it for ter?
years, and would have, gladly foregone promotion,-
~and waited to have taken iny* chance of it ‘in the
Pioneers.

. 8n my Twip up the siver Brahmapootra, en* my
way to join the Goorkhas I =was fortunate enough
to shcrgc. my first wild baffalo. He, had a splendid
pair 6y horns; they were 10 feZt 7% inches long
measuring from tip to tig, “ard 4 feet 104 inches
<istanes across between the tips.

Soon after jo'inigg I was sent out %0 command the
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Sudya outposts. While so’employed a.patrol of my
men came sudden}r upon +wo tigers fighting~; they
. fired, and killed the largest of <hem, the other
boltinz into the . Jungle. ‘They dragged strip€s off
the road "and covered him with boughs and leaves,

as they had to grb 2% “her on to meet the patrol from
the next stoc,kacle On their return they found that
the dead tige” had disappeared. On ~searching
abotit they d/ scovered the drag, a sporting term
for the mal;k lefo o the ground, giass, etc., vy
the dead ad7 of a tigers prey which bkas beon
draggfefr 2 bim to a convenient plice fox "him to eat
it.” They followed up the drag amd found their
tiger, and the marks showed.that its foe kad returiied
to the road on which it had beea shot, dragged it-
into dense _cover, and h.d actually commenced to
cat it, & big “piece of one of the haunches having
been devoured. I happened to visit the outpost the
patrol "aﬁlor'ged :0 that afternoon, saw them busy
clean*ng tue skin, and purchasedﬂt as a curiosity.

Theze s a large piece’ hantm,g which “the other
tiger Had eaten. | met the Dep,uty Cﬂmmlssmneﬁ
‘Colonel Graham, there; he had paid~the men 25
rupees, the Goverr~aent reward for killing a tiger, so
they made a good business of it.

. On another occasion of my visiting that -ost F
wounded a wild buffalo. 1 out three bullete into
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him, when he bolted of. The next morning the
usual ~patrol "was sent puf; they had gone about
two miles when the sepoy in advance saw a buffalo
starding in the muddle 01 the voad. The beast
charged down on him at once. " The placky little
Goorkha dropped on his kne=, Mok steady dim at
the buffalo’s head, fired, anl felied him dead ‘at
ths feet. ~ In falJAng one of h;s hﬂ)rns struck .the
Goorkha’s fore-arm, and b{oke it. 'lma turneu out
t¢ be the ‘tuffalo I ~ad weunded, and my three
b:lllet wounds were fovad-on him.

" A short, time’ after this.event a Go;arﬁﬁa\came
running into- my quartersm"‘t Sucly.a exc]a;m\lig
“Come alung, Sahib, quick’; F have just“seen two
white tigers.” "I Jaughed at his _idea f their being
white, but he declared _he "was rlght and he pointed
out to me a herd of village cattle rurhing fh scared
with their tails well up in the air. [ sent for the
regimental elephants, the Goorkhs for “ais #fe, and
my soldier servan~t and I ctarted off at orice-tewards
the spot. ~ We werg soo. joined b} the other cepoy
with his rifle, and we walked along in lin€ about
thirty /paces"apart after. we had found the footprfntg
of thg two tigers. We were ~etting into rather
hlgh grass, so I looked behmdr-to see~if the elephants
were~coming, and to my , “amazement saw 4 white
tiger on the narrow footpath I was walking along,

I5¢(
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at about thirty yards behind me. I swung round to
get a shot at him, but he boltea into the graas, and
was out of sight before 1 could get my rifle up.
"Hé thus got behind \he sepoy on my right,~ I
closed up tawards’”him: followed by thg other man,
and we retraced OMI LD, hopmg to meéet the tiger.
As thé elephants wi= clese up, we Jnounted and
beat over the grc‘und well, but we nZver got sight
of either t:ge/ again, albhough as long as daylight
lasted WwE now and then f‘aund their footprints <n
oPunﬁplaces P‘owmg Lhey\#had made for heayy
jungle.” Next morning we were on the “zround at
ﬁdayhght and found the ckeleton of a “horse deer
that theyﬁhad evldentm kllled and tke jackals had
finished. But we ngver saw the sigers, although
we found fresh foc prints-at the entrance to a vista
that had latelr been ut through the jungle.

The tiger I actually saw was of a very light
1Erlmrose colour, and where- tne blazk stripes should
Lave been~ the ccrlour was a little darL Colonel
Grahm shot a .emarka-bl-y handsome Wlld whlte
buffalo-at the same post waile - was there ; it v as
‘ndeed a noble beast. One of my “sepoys shot
a white horse Je@g also at Sudya. It was about
fourteen hands_high. 1 have never heard of o
white spccimen of ahy’ “>f these animals having
been seen before, or since. Neither the buffalo
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nor the horse deer was an ‘albino. I saw the head
of the buffalo-afterwards m,.”he Calcutta Museum.
In October 1879 the~gallant 44t1" Goorkhas were
on their way to Cabul to take'art in the Afghan War
then going orf.* We were 1n greatdelight atgoing to
serve again ander Sir'FredgriE_k, w Field-Marshal
Lord Roberts, V.C., G.C.S.1.,.2.C.8, G.C.1.A.
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CAHAPTER IX

Recalled to the Naga Hllls—Murdﬂr of Mr Damant——*‘f[‘he _Kohima
"stockade invesied—Kelief of Knh1ma—Assault on Khénota—"

The lowe fort: taken~Assault on,the upper fort—Enemy retire
to Chhl::.:a Fort.

WHEN we ad reached “Geglundo by steamer frém
Debmaghur ..Whence we were %0 entrgin for Calcutta,
- t0 our bltterﬁdlsappantment an order reached us
to retracé our stepr to Assam, zad th@nce to the
Naga Hills, to punish the Angari Nagas, who had
murdered the Political Agent, Mr. Damant, and were
ir activi hosuility ag&inst the British Government,
This took place on October 14, when a number of
-men of~Mr. “Danmant’s_escort were also killed by the
Khonoma“men. _ .

Several Nagas ‘had implbred Mr. Dam@ant not A0
go to Rhonoma, at any rate not .o go to the gate 3
of the Merema_ clan but he ‘was deaf to their
entreaties, and wens, He walked up to the gate
of the Merema—- clana ar}t;l was shot dead. Then
his esCort, some eighty strong, was cut up; and

dispersed. Some of the fugitives redched Kohima,
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the head-quarters, whence Mr. _D'amant had set out
the day. Defore, that night} and.measures were at
once made for defence.

1he garrison Tonsisted of- some two hundrefl men
“of the 43rd Assam Light Infantry under Majbdr Reede,
and about the same numbes o Fpontier Pohce nder
Messrs. Cawley and Hiride. " There were also the
‘widowed Mrs. Damant Mrs. Cawlay and her two
dear little children, besidCs a....nurqber oj suﬂers,‘
servants, ard” women f'gﬂd chirdrer belﬁnglgg to the
police—-—-in all 545 sows,~

" The inhabitarits of: the vlllage of Khonoma, in
which there were three clans-'* formeithe prmmpal.
commumty"‘ﬂngagﬂd in agtiv€ operations, bdlt thirteen
.other villages were arrayed agamst use estimated at
numbering more than 5,330 men] 300 of whom had
gurs. |

The Nagas at once commenced to invest the
Kohima stockacle The dlscontcnt amopa th
was supposed to-have becn caused by tlie damand
made upon them frr labour for transport purposes,
and irritation at Anterference w1th their 1nt‘ertr1bal
quarrels. They kilew that we were engaged in £
war ~yith Afghanistan, and as~l=hey had managed
within the few years prev’l\usly to secure a number
~f fircarms and a good stock of ammunitioh, they

thought that#Mr. Damant'’s visif to the village
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was a good opportunity to strike a blow far théir
independence,

On the news of thg Political Agent’s murder at
Khoiioma reachmg ohillong, the Head-quarters
Military” and Civil of Assami_on Octoben 18, it was”
at fivst proposed “hat a~wing of the 44th Goorkhas
under myself shou]d be Sent to Pumsh Khonoma,
and avenge the Political Agents deatl;_ but the”
lgeneral commandmg tie Eastern antler District -
accepted. the ciwil aathorme's represeatations that
such’ a srﬁll lorce would e inadequata for the
purpose and it was demded sthat ‘the wnole of the
fegiment with” the n"ountam guns shs)uld be moved
up, as Knonoma wgs 4n extremely stfong positién.

In August, some two months befére Mr. Damant’s
murder, I had been sent. up on special duty from
Gowhatty to’ Kohima to insist upon rations for the
military detachment stationed there being conveyed
D from” tie depot at Samugudtmg to Kohima,
whera they were runming shogt. The Political
Agedt,_was much agaifis? .thir, and wanted /];he
mllltar‘y to march down to their provisions, as h*
~could not prowde Nagas as “porters. To this
retrograde movement I would not agree; my
1nstruct10ns forbade me. ~ T'he detachment had nnly
four aays full rations in store and the polics litele

or none, so we gould not get any from them, I put
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tHe soldiers on half rationg, agd after a great deal. of
troubles I " made an arrangement ,.w1th Lotsoju,. one
of the principal man of the lagge vnllage of Mezuma,
some* twelve mites distant, tg start-at once for his
“village, take from there 150 men to Samugu&tmg,
and commence to bring up~ the [f‘ows:ons sonte of
which were to be on the road two days afterwards.”
The_dirtance from Samugudung 40 Kohimpa is
forty*two miles ; the road wis very sLeeP and trying
for men carfying heavy"loads* T~ my gre.at reli ’;f
the faithfl Lotsoju appeared on the 1oyr#h day “with
150 loads”of_provisions: aboyt 12,000 lbs. We then
having but two full days’ supply in stare, " thhe EUIICE
were begginy from the sqldiets. .
~ I remained at Kohimd until I had got up from
the depét food for the milgary d"'lachment for the.
current month plus three months in “reserve. ke
was this reserve of provisions, which was shared by
the police and nencombatants that ¢nablad the,
garrison to hold out from October 14, thé-‘datﬂ. Mr.
Damant wag murdrred, ~until October 27, When
(‘Qlonel Johnstone, f‘afterwards.Slr James ]oht“stone
K.C.5.1) reliaved it w1th troops from Manipore, ©
Sir-James Johnstone rEported MGovernment that
had it not been for thleétOAk of ~provisions' the
g=rrisen could not have heid out for two dayh, and
in his book, 4% Lzperiences in Manipore and the
164
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Naga Hills, pp. 158, 159. he writes :—“ What the

result of a surrender would have been no ove who
knows the Nagas cap doubt ; 545 headless and
naked bodies would have been lrmg outside “the
stockadeé. Five hundred stands of arms and 250,000
'rounds ﬂf ammut*tlon vould have been in the pos-
session of the enemy, enCugh to.keep the hills in
a Dlaze for thxzee years, and to g;ve"employmﬁnt to’
hali- a-ddzen rt-;g”m&nts Juring all that time, and to.
oblige an expenmtutw- of ‘@ million sterling, to =y
nothmg ofﬂr‘aluable lives.” "‘Slr James was, Politi<al
Res:dent at the State of Ma-upore wheu the Naga
outbreak took p]ace "‘Hld as above sta.ted he relieved
Kohima with Ma.mpor::a troops, whicl the Maharajah
had most lovally placed ot his disposal, as well as
the whole of th resm;rces of the State. These
t=oops “were” forty miles on their road -to Kohima
on October 23, the news of the murder of Mr.

Damart and siege of Kohima having reached Sir-
James -JChnstone iny ~n the z1st”idem. They
reaclied Kohima on the rigrning of the-27th, after
a march of 100 miles_in a very killy country, al’unr
~a terribly difficult mountain patl, in six days.

1 8ir James Johnstone,. il a letter to myself dated Kohima,

December~19, 1879, writes:— Had you not personally seen to

~the victualling of Kohima the garrison must have inevitabily
perished.”

—
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" Johnstone in hlS book. describes his actual ap
proach-to the stockade as hllewe — A few miles
farther, and on rounding the spur of a hlll thel
stockade appearcd in full view, and -we sounded ‘Gur
bugles, which were quickly answered by a ﬂeunsh
from Kohima. We marched -on “¥ith our stan'dard
(the Union Jaekj flying] we reached the valley
belew, we- began the ascent of the last slope, dnd
termlng into as good ordex as,-.theﬁgrennd would
allow, we at fast gainsd the summit and saw the
steckade- to save which” we had marcred S0 far and
so well, ‘before s at a dlstanee of.. 100 yards.
The garrison gave a loud cheer which we answered
and numberz of them poured'“ov-t Messrs: Cawley
and Hinde grasped my "hand and oshers of the
garrison formed a line on e;ther - slle of the gateway,
and we marched in between them. . . . I'thensaw thre
poor widowed Mrs. Damant and Mrs Cawley, who
had behaved nobfy during the sieges  Whilg 4alking.
to the last, one of her two-children asked far some
water. Her mothersaid M feeling tone, ‘ YeSamy
“ear, you can hav> son{e now. Seldom have I
heard words ~that sounded more eloquent.”

Both Mrs. Damant and Mr~~Cawley  received
the decoration of “ The R/anlﬁ Red~Cross ” for” the
n~ble ~ervices rendered by them during the “siege,,

the former in Aursing_the sick and. wounded. and
16€
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the latter in eanng for the women and children of
the police, and keepmg.them in a sheltered s;pet

Now to return to my regﬁment at Goalundo.

“We were eomreyed up in two stgamers to Nigrit-
ing, the' right wilig and head-qudrtess in one, I in,
ee-xfrnand of my Iéft .winf in the ‘other. The
former beat bing the mrger gt ahead of mine,
afd _we did .nét meet  the hedd-qua;ters again.
uniil we redched 't_he N-aga Hills. I receivéd very,
'greact gsmsfance and kindpess frop. Mr. Boyle,
manager of e N"lgrxtll],g ~ Tea Estate, in getting
my men and baggage away Irem the riveg bank and
on to Gola Ghat, where I “was eraered to remain
with nmy wing tq eﬂcert the genﬁra,l up to..the

hills.
The general rét recuiring &n escort, 1 marched

on ard jCned the l\aaga Hills Field Force at
Piphima, on the site of the destroyed stockade.
Here. we had to halt for”four days to open out
a tx;ack for our elephants, which ferr'*ed part of the
trarisport, as tht Nagae had c_ut away _ “the political
path*wnh the object of afresting our progress

" On the morning of Novémber .5 we attacked
and captured tfig village" of Suchema, losing one
man killed. }his v1hdge was held during the —~hole
of thr= Cperations, whici. were not over until the end

of the following March.
' 1 &
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The force now consisted of the 44th Goorkhas,
commanded by Colonel’ J M. ‘Nuttall, C.B.; 150
rank and file of the 43rd Assam "Light Infantry
under Major Evans and Lleutenant A. L. Barreft ;
LAwo mountain® gins manned by three borrfbaﬁfhers
Royal Artlllery and hirty, rankaand file of ethe
44th Goorkhas vnder Deutenant'Mansé'l R.A.S
ani about_fifty Trontier PDIICE hngler Inspecmr
M:ma Ram. Lieuténant E. Raban Royal Engmeers
was field engineer, and 'Deputy Surg‘eon"t}'eneral
De Reuzy was prmmpﬂ medical of‘-_ﬂ'_

.Colonel ~ohnstone, havmg beern appointéd ‘chief
civil ofﬁcer of " the Nagz q—hlls ]omed. s f?om
Kohima on chvemlrr 20 wih 120 Kukiecoolies,
I had never met hlm befoge, but 'he came up to me
before the general and all t.he 8%ers of the force
went to the_ front of tHe campr to meet *him, and.
shaking hands with me said: “You ought to be
"very proud, Majox Walker, for- haxmg.savegl the
garrison of Fohima.” Captain Wﬂharmon In-
spector—General of Policg and assistant pohufal
offichr,accompanied (;alone" Johnstone from Kohima.

“Fhe guns yavinyg.arrived on the 21st, ordefs
were issuEd for the assaul® on Khorfoma to be made
on the following morning. 'The village was six
miles distant from Sushemd” where we were estab-

lished, and to give my readers an idea of its strength,
‘155




THROUQH THY MUTINY

T,

B! will give an extract of Lieutenant Raban’s official
report thereon.

‘2. The vﬂlage of Khorfoma gccupies a camel-
hbacketl hill at the end of a spur from the Barrail
‘mouniain range. “The position is ext?ernely strong .
natu;ally, and the Nagas Mave shown wonderful
ingenuty in imiproving, %o the Agreatest poss:ble
exient, their nattral advgntages. the result was aa
p051c10n'-wh1Ch ) the absence ot guns of p051t10n
was simgiy lmpragna.ble fl'on; the nogth (the dirge-*
tion Trom which the attack avas made), exgept ta.a
determifed assaﬁlt In Txunt of fact" <the very
determified assault ..mad’e under ﬂqe brlgadler-
general s~own cemmaﬁd fa:led‘tq_ dave the Nagas
from the main pos1t10n ~even after it had been
shelled for severa®’ minu*es ata ‘range of about 100
yards by the¢ 7-pounder motntain gun ; and though
the position would, without doubt, have Heen captured
the next day had the Nagas not %evacuated it, the
fact j;hat would have regquired tg{o ddys to capture
the rlace shows Row streng it was.

“ 3.~ The slopes of the I'iIISIde.‘bemg exceedlrglx
steep, the houses of the villagé are bt on terrace
sites, half excavited in th® hill and half bu.llt up
from the spoil. . The ter races are revetted with sdne
walls,“wliich are often as’ hlgh as 10 or 12 fegt; up

the crest of the hill, terraces ase similarly cut wide
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enough to allow of one house bemg built on them
and the "cresl has thus bacome a series of long,
narrow steps, bounded” in some praces by the ter-_
racing at the sides, and at others by the steepr s]ope
of the hill, _

‘““4. The defences oucupiﬁdjhe dighest part df the
hill, and extended some vtay down the camel! 'packéd
.slope on .eack su:le They wefe .most ca;efqlly
LOHStrUCtEd SO that the 1r*er1qf of each -ould be
cgmmanded-by the fire of the one above 11:

~'* 5. 'Lhe path of the-qssau-ltmg co"ﬁ‘;@-was clbsely |
conﬁned 56 the crest br the very steep ;_erracmg, and
by some elano,rately mnstructed éntzm,glements and
arrangement ¢ par)ies, and--on. the appreach, thus
confined, a very hLeavy Are was maiptained from
most carefully consfrlicted bopho*ed defences. The.
loopholes were perfect exaniples of* .what thay
should be ; ft was impossible to fire in any-but_ the
right direction from many of them, amd. the men
using them, were entirely under cover.

“6. The first portion af the regilar defences'gon-
mst‘*d of two housea on a’terrace with a stone*tower
between_ them; ofr the stone tower had bden.
consteucted a lofty watch™tower of fimber and stone ;
nediiy all the thatch had beep removed from-one
house~and on the other it Ead been carefull{ cOvered

with planks to render it bullet and fire proof. The
I 70;:



THROUGH THE MUTINY

approach to the terracé was by a very elaborate,
covered, narrow_spiral ftajrecase, up which” only one
-man couldadvance ata time. “The height of the revet-.
ment "of the terrace at the lewest*part was 2bout
19 feet but a wall of stones, planks and earth about -
6 feet ~high had blen ~coastricted round the houses
on top of the revetment su that the effective height
of ‘wall as a protection from assault. was about 16~
.feet Tae. Eent of- the™ position was well flanked, ,
T,hts peﬂltlon WES eaptured- by the 44th under
Celenel N*mu C.B.,~comparatively earlv in the
day,_ by assault through and: ovef the Staircase, "I
beheqe Nef-advance beyend f‘thlS pount was accom-
plished during the ’d&y, and it was Cccepied by the
troops at night.”?

On the Fevening'_ef tue _gtst: Deputy Surgeon-
Cenera: De Reuzy delivered to the Britizh officers of
the force a lecture as to how to bandage gun-shot
woundr . and to~stop bleeding. There was some
laughter and fun aver ~his, and _each.of us was
servéd .out with a bandage L’eutenant-Ridgeway,
adjutant of the 44th, asked the surgeon-gerirz!
how a wound i in the shoulder sould b~ dressed, and
odd to say he, RAdgeFay, was next day wcunded
through the sheulder. ‘

At 7about seven a.m. o. the 22nd, the start for the

™

! This 1s the lawer, fort referred to au pages 173 and 174.
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capture of Khonoma was made with the foIlowmg
strength Of tréops :—

‘Artillery — Two 7-pounder moupntain guns I
Brl“lsh officer, 3- bombard1ers, 1.native officer, gnd 30
rank and file .44th Goorkhas.

43rd Native Infan..ry—-—-ﬂ-:[‘mo British officefs, 4
natlve ofﬁcers I 3 4 rank aad file,

- 4th-—Saver ]jr1t15h officers, 10 native officés,
359 rank and file.

JFrontier DP]ICE——T}H‘EG 1nsPector5 26 copstables.

An all, ,lncludlng ofﬁce-rs. 559 men

‘To these’ must be acHecl the brlgadler,general and
M ajor Cock, denuty assistant adAutant-genera.l Lleu-
tenant Raban, F..E.; tne surg‘“ﬁn.general ‘Surgeﬂns
L O'Brien and R. Neil Campbell, Colanel J. John-
stone, and Captain Wllham"on

The troops were dmposeu as Tollows 2_The 4 31'&

under Major Evans, accompanied by  Captain
Williamson and his Frontier Police~ was~direated tQ
take the right flank of the attack, keeplr’g Jp. the
main valley under cover »f"a deep ravine, sq 45 to
thre"lten the rear nd cut off the enemy’s rétreat.
The 44th wers ordered to form the front and left
attack. Lieutenant Raban, R.E. with “the rocket
party, took up a position hali -way u=m the Moz&ma
Hlﬂ with instructions to fire into and set the village

on nre
172



THROUGH THE MUTINY

The brlgadler-general went with the guns tg a hill
to the east of Khonoma.a'Ine guns were c&rmed by
the Kukis broyght by Qolonel Johnstone.

Thé_ 43rd -took possession of an .old fort in the
enemy’s Fear withdut any Ioss whateve. |

Lleutenant Raban’ opened the ball” by firing ,a
rocket.” We, the 44th, werC toiling” up the Khonoma
Hi: when this. took place, and the ~mex, mgmﬁed
their satzsfaction by an Cxpression of delight. _Then’
the httle,_guns opmedﬁre when anotbes “ Bravo 1
was Lalled Q" The Naaaﬂ, some 3,000 ,0r more,
were shc:utmg thelr war crys

On reachm::r the cr—est of tl;-“ hill we had to take
gmund to our left,- ar Gas we near3d~the forts—
there were two, one carrmandmg’ the other—we
found ourselves othged w0 march in almost Indian
fil=- alorg a natrow” patqway, to which we were
confined by the steep terracing and panjies.

_On pearirg the forts Lieutenant™Boileau was sent
off with acompany glong-a pathway to cur right to
see what he could'do theré. ~ Hesoon opeaed fire on
- the lower fort from behjnd a terracing revetment W‘:{Iln

*The regiment contlnued its "advan-e along the
narrow pathway 43 our leading file turned a eorner
he was shot dead from ¢ one of those faultlessly-made
loaphmes described by Lieutenant Raban. ~ The
next man was _mortally wounced. . There was a

~73



THROUGFK THE MUTINY

stoppage. Colonel Nuttall received a nasty scratch
on the face from a Spll_itﬁr
Lieutenant Bojleau sent for orders; . saying that he
was in front of a fort to the rlght of our leadm‘g files,
and was losilig taen. He then %sked- for*a doctor,
when- Surgeon Neil ~Camobgll avas sent. Steing
the stoppage, I volunterred to tdke scrme"‘ men %o
Lleutenan.l: Bmleaus assgtance, and,see what ceuld-
be done there Colonel Nurtall gave me pﬂrmlﬁlﬁn
I found Lieutenant Boiléau’s men. extcndud in front
Of the fort (descrlbedﬂby Lteutena’ib\Raban i‘n'hls
rparagrapq*ﬁ) which was about nfty )rard:, distdnt,
the space between Frlstlmg mth panjies (pmnted
stakes made f hamuoo hfdened in the ﬁre and
as sharp as necdles) ;! there were algo several ob-
stacles running parallel to #he pcsition and ourselves.
in the shape of prickly nedyes.~ The ffte was heavy
and well directed. Most of Boileau’s kllled and
wounded men had been hit in the head. __urgeon
Campbell was coolly tending the Wound'nd 1 got
my men under cover of the wal with Boiteau’s.
A cautioned them that 1 was going to fire zbvolley

1 Seme of the panjies were deeply nigfched in the middle, in
orde that they should break off easily when the point had, stuck
into a man’s leg. One broke off+intc mine. I had thirteen deep
peactces, and a number of nasty scratches, which took a long
time to heal.

e
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‘and charge, and directed their _attention 40 the
loopholes. |
. The revetment wall was about feur and 4 half feet
high, j ordered- the volley to be fired, and then the
chargé. We clambered up the “wall; kut as for
charging tl:j_rough ":he:pmjiesﬂ'and over the hedges,
it was ’irﬁpogsiblg. We Lad tcr\ﬁick our way ior
evey.step we ook, and rtepping over ~he hedges’
was very trying -vork. "I made for a salient~angle
.of the 'fp}t, End‘foﬁﬂ_ gettiﬁg*close up w 1t I sawy
a sﬁtuﬁmp.ﬁfru_a%’"sﬁgaﬂll tree f}ﬂfking out abaus—"7.
way 1;p the wall, which was Ha;"::out. sixteen f  gig™\
I determined o mownt the will by 4ts aid. and I
difected the attentien %Tseﬁo} Kulberaj Kharkie
and three other men with ne to i*, and we raced for
it, Kubberaj Khii?l;i_e 'I"eacbed it first, jumped up
ar2seizzd it, and, with a "*smi_le of triumph at being
first man, offered me 2 hand up. 1 gotnhold of the
~stymp. ~ Kubberai. was over the wall like 2 rocket.
I gave the next man a Pand up to the stump, and
followed. Five of us-thus~ntered the fort. X
- I n&ticed that the nearer we got to the.fort he
2nemy’s n>~elackened. When we eltered jt not
a Naga was to be seen, but we found that the
spiral staircase~ contpined some eight or ten of
them. “Directly I showel myself at the top- ce
of them took a shot at me with"a dauble-barrelled
12 | 77



THROUGH THE MU&INY

gun. e was ‘abaut,to relead witha green cartridge,

when ¥ shot him througl the head with my pistol.
Shertly after this a Naga sprang uR the staircase.

I was reloading’, my pistol, my swo-rd WaS sheathed
‘and he rar East me W1th1n three "paces and es'*aped
_arlittle Goorkha afte] hinm t,rymg to bayonet"hlm
byt he could not_eatch him. We aeceuntecf for the
"rest of thzse "‘Na.ges except two ot three, whey 1n |
| trymg to. escape, impaled {lemseives on vheir ewn

panjies.

Te-—tly afterwards vre_ﬁvc were joires by the rest ,
Af the sen_who’ feunﬂ thelr way up the splral stair--
case. Surgeen O Bt en was ¢ne of fhe first uP and»

the first thing e asked m(h’as-hew [ had® mane#d

40 escape being hity

The Naga who esce_pe&‘ past“"ne came up to me=
one day after the campaigi was over, and-patd-hls
respects. [ did not recognize him at first, and as

I could not uncterstand what he~ saich L;_eutena,pt_

Maxwell, zssistaat pelltlea~1 officer, was kihd, esough

to interpre: for me.  Th~ man-really seemed, pleased
~o/see me. The Naga who fired at me, and whom

I shot,~was 2 splefdid man, and or>-T“the most

important men among the enem;:.ﬂ "He was a clever

armourer. The gun and caa(trldges he used’ had
bwnﬂMr Namant’s, whick. were plundered fr "from hm;

or his party op Ogfober 14. Surgeon O Brien found
7%

!
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a very hne dhao, or, Naga knife,.on this ma, and
my pistol -bullet in his hexd _, On my examining his
bﬂdy next day-I found ~in his cap ‘pouch, instead of
‘caps; “small' pink papgr patches w‘l,th fulmmdtmg
powder between the two Eleces of ’paper—-m .
fact, what are sold with chllurens toy guns arnd.
plEtD]S They, I found, were e?..‘":,,ellent substitutes
for-caps.
Sepe)k I{ubhetaJ-Khark:e, was prometed; and
a)azarded +the Order of Merm1 as was”also anethe-:
-of the feurﬂven. who iccqnpamed me.
It seemed SO odd to qs,_ha,.ymg assauled under 2.
_heavy fire and-fhe hetrhng of fneir war ery by some

3, ¢oo Nagas, to fing Furselyes inawhit Appeared to

be an empty “ort and confparative silence ensuing:=
~The men who manned “the_walls appear to have

boiwd a3 soon as they lcit sight of us underneath,

forgetting to warn their. comrades in the staircase,
-who seemed as m=<h surprised to s"eenus on the top
of it as~we were to.find*them init. The second
and siugh larger fort =was enly some seventy yards
distant’ and this acted.no aeubt, as an, inducemcnt’
0 them ::"‘mk its shelter,

We . soon, howe:.rar, kegan to lose men fropi _the
fire of the fogt mhen she enemy came to recognize
that the lower one had iﬁllen and that- their Ton-
rades left in thg staircase must hava been killed.

79
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A curidus /nc1dent occurred to me when scrambling
up the” revetment wall a: ;e having_ given the word
to charge It seCmed to me that SO""!E: ong said to,
" Make for"the salient angle Sﬂf'ce'rjaf'n was -
I that it was a human wvoice that I looked, round, but
.not an Enghshmg_n was near-me” _ But.I_did make
fo= the salient allf“ he same.
_ The m~unt’in_ guns cpened fire -t about e '500
yards~ dﬁ*ance‘ They made Nttie 1mprehsmn SQ
were after a” time auﬂanced to mthln 800 -yar@
01 Khoroma, with but” lictle” effect, hwwer L1eu-
.tenant Raban's mckel,s had been Jnju-red 111 transﬂ:
from Calcutta,-and ne 'tly all feA| shorf.~ He the;efore_
was ordered t6 withdray trom his position and _]%ln
“he guns.

Soon afterwards a body of II'lt:'.I‘l was geen by the”
gun party on a ridge abovZ. the village of KhonOMa.
A gun and a rocket were fired at them. They turned
out, hc}wever,ﬁto be Major Evarz parfy, weo mage
themselve$ knowa by sour‘:iing-the regimental bugle
caH No d»mage Was.dfme
7 On Colonel Nuttall Jommg me, seemg that the
guns were Tot doing the enemy afy " uamage, " he
wrot€ to the General to ‘that effest, The guns were
therefore brought up to Gurnpﬂsﬁmn in the Igwer
fort,"and opened fire out’ in the open on ‘the uppes

fort at a distange qf, seventy. yards, Lieutenant
18,



THI:'.OUGH THZ MUTINY

Mansel .and his three bombardwrsl pomtm,c,{ them
fully EXPOSEd to the fire of ~he enemy

Colonel JohnStone, who “accompanied the guns,
thus Elescnbes hris entry into the fort:—  _ -

“ A5 we neared the place where we had last seen -
Colcnel Nuttall’s party_, aminds sights met oux eyes:
dead bldfes here and there, and n;kCn badly woundﬁ.d
whle sepoys lf;ft in chargg of the-xatj;er told us that.
‘the "Nagas vere "Stl,ll hﬁldmg outin the upper forts?
After, adyanCing a few pales further we had to plck’
our way Qver “‘grounda stuaded with pan‘lies, and
covered with thortis and bamboo and ca"E‘entangle-
ments expﬂse.d‘to the fire of thhe enem.y and passing
th bodies of several:N’gas we ascended a kind of
staircase, and after again passmg sinder the Naga
fire climbed up a pZrperdicular stone wall and found
owsselves in"a small “ower, which with the adjoining
work was held by a small party of the 45th. I asked
_Colone]l Nwttall where all 'his men were, and he
pomred ‘tc-the handfui arpund h1m arid said, ‘ These
are ~ll.”  The situation WS indecd a deaperate one,
and I~felt that w:thout scme immediate action our

~-power in~»aNaga Hills for themoment trembled in
the balance.”

Py

lﬁThonlﬂs Pﬂrtmg.n John Watts, and H. McAndrew. These
ucky fellows were duly prumuted and each de<orated - { the
_ Distinguished Servlfs Qrder. =

JI8T
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-~ While the bombardment was going on the noise
of our ,gr:ﬂe was most umleasant to us standing near
urder a.thatched roor wa;tl.ng for_the order to
aszault ; nearly. every one was to be seen wi‘th his
hands up to his'ezrs at each dischﬁrge Ma_;er"‘Coek
D.A.A.G., advised ~s to-try ’Hle experlmel"t of
epemng our motths wid~ instead, “as we shduld féel
_the ceneussmnlewe We did so; ihis ended in rars
of laugnter The’ rldleulous‘spe_eteﬂle t"lat;;.nm“lbe?
-of officers 2nd men maxing .such abSurd _grimaces
presented can be lmamnedf
. There”vwere a numbi of the Nagas ‘domestic
fowls runnir g ; about, {nuch frlghtened' -of course, arid.
these seemed to amusc the’\gzﬁla.nt bombar:hers, Qud
exclamations as*follows were to be heard :—* Trail
right.”  “Trail rigut, sir.” ~ “ Mc, look at that hen
and chickens!” * Trail left.”“ “Fire” &1 SRY,
Portman, there’s a fine coek.” ¢ Fire!”
The light gurs did ;rery little_damage, and what,.
they did the "enemy promptly_ repaired.” Evening
was setting in and the" gun “ammunition ~ was
pxﬁ-’iusted R F |
At last th= welcome order for th—""ault ‘wass
given, and we were ferming xip when Colonel
Nutiall came up to me and ordered.me to go to_the
guns-and bring up the th':ty of our men THat werg

with them. 1 thus lost a foremost place in the
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assault. . I did swear—to myself, of course.” It was
some tune befgre I couchgﬁt off the narmwpachway,
so blocked by.our men advaiicing ; at last ] saw one
rurinifg g off-to th> r;ght which I prompily took.. I
soon 7ound mysel: under the waH or our extreme,
right, where a sllght angle prevented n‘iy seeing the”
rest ofthe regzment We had &jsed through zknd
out of the heayy*fire from aboveaand now received
showerg.af s‘pears, ﬁrew-:-od and stones, 23 leo a few
f_l_nelds T d‘ould.trot get'a “footing arwwhere not-i
everf a pla.cg :? sﬁck.m.y toes in; there was [o
'D’Bhgmg clump of a tree £ ,;here. had k3n to help
s up the wal* of the fifst Tert.”

/A huge stone wag Qroppmg right ,on my head,; I
just had time to turn it ofi with mx¥ hand, though it
nearly dislocated vy thumb. /= bugler on my rigl;t
got-one on” his head and dropped off the ledge a
depth of some six feet. . He began callmg out lustily
for the dockor ; u;\seemed so absuxd I was bound to
laug;h £ sergeant dn my rlght todd me that the
regiment bad retired, I hogked rodnd the corner and
found it was so, and on heﬁrlng that it was by o'der
of the c~i~aal I told the serfelt wg" must go ‘tocr
but we must take the bug]er with us, which we did.
He could hardly walk poor fellow, and his hea:l was
‘much Scarred for 11fe I

" We had not reached the other fort before™we
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overtook a stretcher bemg carried away ; ong of the
carr:ers v/is Surgeon Cam,pbeh (he Jhad taken the
place of a bearer who had been sﬁogdead) and 1 in
the-stretchef was poor Major Cock mortalky wmrnded

I went d:r“ctiy\ -up to Colonel*Nuttall andesked
him if he hid orderes thmrgurment . he told me
‘th;t he had, as"‘/he sav. how hapeles;s itAwas fo
capture the pl:au::ar-...»»~ S0 ended Ncvember 22, 1879.
The 44‘h lost sixtien k:lled ’“Iour morta"iy wpunﬂed
and twenty-ﬁwo wound-ea on this. daymtwenty-ﬁve
pe.r cent. of our strengty, |

- Major “ack died durl ag the mght Li€uténaht
Ridgeway w is shot througph: th;: shou'lder arld I.',leu-
tenant Forbes received a sgeaf wound of iwhlcﬁ \e
died some days after. Cqlonel N uttall_was, I have
before related, wouiided slightly~early in the day.
Our Subadgr-major Nerbin Sas was killed, and &wo
other native dfficers were slightly wounded.

Neither Lieutenant Mansel nor _any af h1§ bom-
bardiers were .«vounded altholigh they s'“-rved. the
guns in such an exposed position, and at such olose
clua.,ters—swenty yards, as I afterwards measuved it.
I attribute the smaliloss we sustamed conﬂ“ﬂa-nng the
exposure to heavy fire we'-underweﬂt was the result
of the¢ eriemy having filed away t “the blocks of the fore-
sights of the many Snider rifles they had pu:messed

theiselves of. The residue of the block and the tip*
.-~84
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of the foresight thus formed one huge Slght the
result being that they ﬁred hlgﬁ and dver sur heads.
They became,; better shots’ though, after a time. .

u:ﬂonelﬂ ]ehﬂstone s orderly, a 3ikh named
Nara'n Slng, mal"‘ageﬂ to scramb& up to the top of..
the wall, was pul]-ed bver by the Naga:: themselves’“
and ccs to p1ece:,

~l'he Brlgahdler Genera-l and ko]ond ]ohnstone
botn jained*in l‘-he aswult as d“"d alsﬁ.lcutenaﬁ
Baban

“The res;.stan;\‘:-:. Hf'ade.bg the enemy was of a mgre
determined charalter thar® I_met with ity capturmg
No. 1 fort. }hey tgok'c re, 'however,, not to expose”
t/iemselves, ﬁrlng in} perfect safety through their
loapholes If we had faken th@ scaling ladders
which we had brught- with w8 from Suchema we
sheuld-have captured the place, I firmly believe.
~ Lieutenants Macgregor and Henderson, who had
been with~detached partles guardipg our left flank,’
and- preventing the "Nggas escaplrfg that way, re-
joired us- about dark ;»Major Evans Vas called in
also - (they, the 4 3rc1 lost«wo men in this retlre}pent

both ske~sith one bullet) ar=d" it was determmed

}. Lotsoju, the Mezuma "Naga whom I have mentiomedabefore,
sar! to_an office’ of my"regiment afterwards when scanning the
. position, “Why were the 431( recalled from ,thgt fort? Mas
" mistake,” or words to that effect.

155



THROUGH~THE MUT'NY.

that we should remain in the lower fort for the night,
the Gener{ putting me in charge of it,

L:eutenant Raban reP‘?hsented T thg General the
necessity of fortifying our position, 2s thealowep fort
could not hold haliof us. The'onl§ thatched hwt was
lull of Wounded and dwing men. Ldeutenants Raban
and Mansel, assisted by Golonel ]c:hnstone end hit
Kukl coohea, set A work-and acc@mpl:sbed this by
7 p.m. "‘T e mess darvants ap:peared wath oyt dinfler,
1whmh 1 for Gne was gla}:l {0 seg, and d-ld'JuS‘uce to, asI
I ‘think we all did.

.The l\lz-gﬂs beaame,vL.ry noisy- at about 9 p.r.
“They called ¢ ut to us Chat’the rations ‘they f8und in
the haversacks of some of our gte,ad men, leét beﬁlrkl
close under the wa!_l of Qe upper fort, were very
good, and they inténded te haves all we had left
presently, as they were gbing to =ut us alf upa This
was mere bdéunce on their,part, for they were
‘destroying theirndefences preparatgry tor;va_{gpating_
them, which_weid not then. know.

It was a yery cold night, and we had no_warm
clotl‘j_ng we wereon a bleak spot some 5,000 t0 6 000
feet above sex levek ~ The Brlgadlerwc-*-ﬂral hdd
intendeg to capture Khonosna and rﬁurn to Suchema
the s&ine night, but it was a harder nut to crack than
he expgcted. |

[“was VlSltng different parts of qur position nearly
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the whole night, Lieutenant Boileau assmtmg me, and |
“several times wen_g to see the wounded. nThere was
one little GDGI‘Khd., I thi K Jeetman Kwas was-~his
nzmeé, \ th wasweunded in the stgmach. He- ~Was.
a smrart lad and"I lNad taken =«cat~ pams to teach
hirf;, when in can*onme;lts Bis dfy, surveymg, etc
and fcund him a very hot soldier™ind apt schﬁlar -

~On one of my v vlslts I-found mnn in“tears, and 1

tricd tochezr him up, v#hen he eud :I\Eif“l dying,
and 1°did sG want toglve yw a Naga's head befors
I"Gied.” On -y next yiZit an hour Or SO after I
found ‘my lltt]tf. “friend dtad. At dawr“our patrol
found thé upoer fort evacuated, anc the General
ordered -me up wmh ICO min to t.akf; possession of
it. The enemy had retired to t}*e Chukka Forts,
another strong priitionrabout {7500 yards higher up
tha spur of the Burail mouiitains. -

We found great quantil:ies of rice,"some 164,000
Ibs., stored. The enemy evidewly thought thaf
Kbonoma was impregnable ; thelr craps were also
lef* standing, of" the _grater part of them The rice
was tored in huge | baskzts from 3 feet to abgut |
feet higl—vith a diameter o1 fron 3 to 4 feet
These baskets were Prothly utilized by Ligutenant
%aban, who had tl;em moved into the plac€ where
the aismantled walls ““tood, and they made an
excellent barricade. |

-
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CHAPTER X%~

In charg ~of I&hnnum;—Trc;ﬁbIe far the watd plckethﬁ inng shot—
Mr. Damalit’s bgdy fnund—Adventm‘*— of a~Goorkha~"The

-~ Nambhur forem—Hgroism u&l..all Sing -The Chukka Fort taked
~—The end af-ny agtive se~vice.

Ox N oxember a4 I-was aft with -Surgeon Nefl
Campbell Lleugcnant E’ll“&f‘l, and 200 men in charge
of Khonoma,. Wlth orders ta r*terl? dgst{oy the place.
The rest of thé forc& Wlth the wounde{. returned to
Suchema. R1dgewau who nad .be=n ~awarded "the
V.C., walked the whole~distance In preference fto
being carried on a .,callng I?dder We were harassed
at Xhcnoma night <nd day. We had great difficulty
about our water suppl~. -1 had the choice of four
ways dowrto thariver for it; the’Jarest was to my
right front, it was Qverfhalf-a milg, the others were
ovgr a mile. " On '\Imember 27, ~the enemy
ambuscaded my water PiCkEt and killed two.mep.
Lance- naic— (Or corporal) Kunbal’adur ~ Khurga,
the I_eadmg man, was_shordead, and so close to the
mén in ambu_s,h that before the other men got up to
hL a, fhe enemy had cut nis ears off and deo’-‘*&ped

Nagas always take the heads cf_ those they kill, but
180



THROUGH" THE MJT NY-

in" this. tnstance they had not time to déeapitate
Runbabadur.

They nEver ambuscaded another of. my Eickets-
although we remaln d at Khonom.:.. abort two and
g) 2 half _months’ be ore we were relieved, and’* they
were fer ever tf‘jrmg t~ 1 r"_lSEd €very morning - as
soon as I ccruld sec telescepe in hand, to scanall the
ground to ow: frpnt"“nd flasks, and 1 often dlSCOV,E:I"“d
lvagas . Del;und stone walls that ANCy "ndd Auilt up,
Curing the nigh« comma—"ﬁarng the water supply. The,
wzlls were hardly percep-t}’»lmﬂtll th;; Nagas behmd
tham, in ther a\nmety, ~cald peep over, when theu'
black shagg} heads coulct easdy be ~seen. Thgy_
looked like large black T mopa bpbbmg aboue.

~The water picket. would- then be sent off by one
of the other ways, and we-wéuld giout derisively at
the Nagas, and keep them bahind the wafforhonrs, :
they being within rifle-shot, sas one day they found
to their cost. .Lne picket, when-going~down the,
hill, would rell Iarge stones r frant of them, te clear
out any of the enemy that-—mgh]; be lying in ambgsh.

.Ope day about noon"a heavy fog camé on
and lasted alout ' two hours. After—it lifted T
examinad the ground in flont well; as I wanted to
send the men down the short way for water. I sgw
what~~thought to be a newtv-erected wall, and sc it

turned out to be; brt seﬁmg no heads, I was just
Ll"'ln
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about ta-give orders f0r the picket to go“-down that
way, when a dgg ,wrnpec], on the top of the wall and
a mans hand appeared z1d dragged 1t ‘off. We
yellea at th2m ard were answere 1 by all the Dayas
n the Chukka Forts.” The walthad” bee.n bullt, up
durmg the : fog, w’uch shows~vhat an actlve “enemy
we had>to deal with.

Qddly enough he Nagus whﬁxz they ;:Qtachance-
would fire 4t th water picket, “but neyer at the
unarmed, men ‘who' faﬂowed +them a=d”were going”
for water. - We uad thTe»cc—»ternent about the water
the whole time we were th ,y\ [‘used Torecall the
water ylcﬁet»by blawmg & WhIStIQ, this always
pmduced’a yell from. the _enemya

As we had captured all their rice,"the Nagas were
very hard presser’ for 7oed. One day, on goling
rourd +*he defences, I -found one of Raban’s rice
baskets half empty, and-on~xamining it I found that
the enemy ~had sneaked up during the night, cut a
hole-in-the bottom of it,” saught and carsied away a
quartity of rice, and p’lunrgéd up the -Hhole with a
piece of cloth. That nignt we wa1ted for tkem,
-hoping they: wuld come for more, but theywere too
cute. They mist have™ watched and sesn us
exa‘mining the basket. They ovetlooked us. in

eve 'y way, and could seauverythmg that took—-ﬂlace
‘among us.
. g ~191L
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As | ha'*"“e before stated my orders were tg utterly
destroy I7honoma, eensec;luenltly,,--~ the garrison was
clesely octupied in this w >rk_during the whole time
wewere_ there. . . TFe men were so Fard WQrked with
mcessant sent’ y ar‘* fatigue duties; that I was mabl?‘
to harmss the | enemy 2= | seﬁlenged to do Besides
demolxshlng the place, we-had to try and prev*nt the
~nemy regmng 1beir I'IC""‘ crops “on the h:llsules
Gcross_the river. "This gav.e us‘*egn"a’* sl;.optmg al:
“ong distames, far lov | ger than’ our SniGgrs were
swhted for, but by put,mgﬁrp the ;,oQo,yards ::Ight
and aimirz at the reaper , then ralslngthe IereSIg"ht
of the rlﬂef" teadlly yaraa abqve them, thé bullet‘s
would go so-clese to thern that.. there Was=a, ge?leral
skedaddle ; this pla,n nevex failed. Bugat night they
would return and reap ypmdleste®  Surgeon Camp-
bell had a Henry-Martinixifle} the only one i the
outpost. One day he pade a splendid shot and
knocked over & Naga at 1,400 ‘yards. AT "hege were
two men wnlkmg; in I nd:ar\ fite along thé m,pu-utam
side opposite ; he hit the 1ast man, who fell ﬂand
cra ’x]ed undér a bush, the¢ other bolted as harcd as he
coald go; at’ “mght we saw men W1tl"\t0rches go to.
where- the wounded mar was and” carry him away.

~ We heard next day that they found him dead.

Dm-mg the first part of our time at Khonomn We,
were much harassedl at night by, the enemy, who
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used 6 sneak {bo.t ard fire at our se’tries, and
hover round on migchief intent.© But-as they them-
selves had, whe” puttrfg place in a_state of
"defence, Larefﬁllyﬁpanjled a{l roungd the pbmtlon the y
were ¢ orﬁned in sheir rambles; g cgrtaln nar:ow
pctthways I had a number of CrQwWS Hng* made of
.bambog, znd one" ever"‘ng when it ~Vas too dark for
them to see us, Wﬂ scattered themﬁn the, pathwa"'s.
~In the morning tq our,.dight 3 We found -t']v-?..*.rthey
~nad ‘been awell :ﬂnong them f"‘r the grounu Was well
fprivkled’ with blood.” The next n1ght they cam-
Lagair, svept “ug and toolﬂ.dway numlﬁé" of Gur
_crows feets Ieagﬁg behmd.{;:m -a b“asr’ et half full

~jemidar (L1eutena at) APran Sai was not to be
“done, so he constru‘:ted anmter trap for them in the
following manner A batll_l;?m About 17 feet long
was_procur”d. One. end was fastened to a post off
the pathway, so that the 0ther end reached over and
about four feet above 1t. An arrqw, also made of.
bambao about thize feeg long, was ‘astened in it at
rlght angles and.at a fopt from the extremlty This
end wis then drawn bacq,~the post 40 which, the
_other end was fastened actng~ as & p"‘mt ~=nd
secured. Ther® was some arrangement by means
of which a man wu..kmg on the pathway unwuungly
relrased- the’ €id withh thf:,arraw in it, which sprang
ﬁ,orward and the tI'ESPEL::SEI' was trdnefixed.
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~A Naga was killed by this the fiest night it was
put up, sd we ‘wlre arouledt by the unfortunate
man 's screams, There “vas moth‘n mgemous device
by - which a .:hower of bamboo arrows Wlt];kP(Jln"S like
~rn&edlf:rs; were _sprung from o ‘ba=boo, tubé. Aftep
eing punished by.these infernal machlnes the emmy
ceased to trouble us at night
_ "During Decerber Mr. Damant’s bocfy was found,
by STI- uu iy men, stﬁ.p{hded over. and lnnthe."
river to a’ 1ong_ bamboo A hadit brc uF]ﬂt-up to the
ert and we duly buried it, . The-legs; handsp“'nu
feet had""bqen severed, “nd the 5Gdy was'«mvercd
with spear waounds, Ldied after” ,death ‘ourfeon
Campbell said: Whef Cdﬂnul ]ﬁhnstone relreved
Kohima, he sent 10 thck=ad-mah of Khonoma for
Mr. Damaiit's bodv. The ma ~at once sent the
head, but saxd that the 1 body had beer*"“destmfed
His signet ring and seve;arother little articles were
-also sent. The head was buried with all due
honours at Kchima, the Manipuri chick arawmg
up their men and saluting "as~ the procession
passed,
G Chnstmas I*ay” we had~some soldiers’ spurts
inside_the fort. This seemec[ to worry the Nagas
a gooq “deal ; they yelled at us, &id eventually fired
some shots out of Sniders. at” us at™a“dis*encer of
some 600 ya:ds. The buﬁets, however, went faf
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above s, and did. not spoil our fun~~_The affalr
seemed to pqulq tne”henemy a goo?:l dell. |

The day after 4 '.[&hDIlDIIl?. was taken the Brlgadlgr/
Genéral Lelegraphed for remforo"‘nmqnts and towards
the end of Decetnbel the 4211'4- Reg1mept 1\-—11'.1":"6
Infantry, under ramangd of Colonel Sherriff, .arrmed
in the~Nag aga Hills. The-Generahwas then ab]e ta
commence rnore active opcratlﬁm Gyaing? the enem“
Tlfe th)nwa mgn were dramm theirﬁgflpphes o
food fl‘OI"'l "ah l";rgE village’ Galled Poplengmai, so it:
whS determmed"to sen.cL.a garty of 150 men, under
Capu.alf“ Macgregor to “'11‘1:1‘15& and J-:I(:étroy that
E_&L.e ~Oh Jar uary,zﬁ ~ite | party reacbed Khonoma
on fis way, and I was O“deie._ﬁ tq, fu,[mah a company
to act as a rear-guard to I for fourmlles where they
were to halt in ~xtended ord"ﬁr and remain until
daylight { prever: the Khonoma megn following
Macgregor up dnd attacking him ex 3oute.

At daylight the company was "D commence its
_return march to K'horoma. (Surgean Campbell
acmmpanled Mit:grego"s Party, to my great regret. )
I ‘was early on the look-O out for them, _and ‘hfter
7~ a.m. saw t.hem comlng over the Yrow of a hlgh
hill to our rxght-.front at the distance of about two
miles. On thetr arrlval at Khonoma, the "native
_ol;ﬁcer“'Suuadar (Captam}'"Kalloo Thappa, command-
1r1g the company, came up to me and reported that
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he' had car<ed out hlS 1nstru0{10n¢ -and that his
company “vere all present and cwreg: o
“While he was ,makmg,_thh re];:u:art the g\emy in
the-Chukka For; co "amenced yellmﬁ- out taa piclet
—*heyfhad half»wa)r ap the hily K"“Iloo,—Thappq hac’
Jus;t come down. I koew th_ere wasma plckét always
there, although it~was hidden from our vlewﬂoy the
mnhguratloﬁ of “he grornd The place where it
vras po;fed was a gnod deal tc- Kallm 'F]aaﬂpa S ri'ght
as he descended the hlf “aad he coula'nbr gee’it, nor
_muld the.men of the p“ke;.aee h"n One of*dur
senties call-ﬁd out-to me- “that thele was oné of otr
SepOoys coming down the kil X loolwd t¢ wherl he
pointed, and sur; epou,qll“ tlrr‘re. was a little, Goofkha
descendmg almost over te Naga, picket, the men
composing 1t running off to 4heitJeft to cut him off.
I ordered the bugler té sound «the “ L&Y ipclipe.”

My little maii obeyed it gs if he had been on parade,

‘coolly halted, frred his bayonet and coptinued hlS
course. lhe l\lagas were ranfii mg as hard ags .they
could. | agam sounded iz *“Lelt incline” whlch
the sepoy obe:yed We cﬂened fire on the enemy,
"and “drove’ th™m Dack ; the Beneﬂt the men hdid
derived from shooting at Jonggr drstances than the
Snider was sighted for was very apparent in this case,

for the first volley stopped<he enemy, ana o'r'?ece\v-

ing the second they concealed themselves, and we got'*
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some more shc's az them as they sneﬂ-‘*ed oft one
by one to the1r 00st”; whether any” wet> killed or

wounded 1 nev:.‘ ":’heay d
Van

"~ 1 had sent a p-erty out to mee’ our man, and they
~brought hinnin sz:fe &nd seua-d- - It turned outthat-
he Tad fallen arleep when the ° company was l}ung
¢own,~and remained se- when <t moved’ off th;.
greund On waklng and~ ﬁndln.g"‘nmg\elf alone, he
at Gnce mad# tnacks 1or Khonoma He Was pr0-
moted fer the 'presence of “riind he showed descende
mg' the h1]1 and ’Urned/_qut >n excellent N-C O. ...H_‘

= About February 7 My 200 dnen. and ﬂnnse]f were
relleed' -and returna:l t’b“buchema We had had-
two and a.half months of eutpeﬁt c;futy and heavy
fatigue work. 1 ‘nad m.ﬁfered a ~good deal from
scurvy end 1nw&~=d"conpla1nts* the result of my
march through the N ambhur forest twice in August,
and 1 was glad of a few v nights in bed.

To give an idea ef the unhealthmess of the”
N ambhur~orest cﬁmr’ 1 the ramy seasen,.l may state
the .. fellowmg fdot. Early in August I solicited.
Colonr= Nuttall, cemfnanchng the reglment to-order
~down from Kghima a newly- -promotednative Ofﬁcer |
as I was shqrt DF'..them at {owhatty, where I was in
command of the left half battalion. -He replied that

_lt )V(}lhu ‘< 4 clangereub ~tO recall the man untl the
Tains were over, as \ne marches threugh the
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Nambhur f-mest were deadly, ara, t} ¢ man.was too
good to rivs it.” A veek or sO axtarwards I received
my, orders to go_ to Kohm 1 ofy “the specxal duty
befnre. referred to. .  took with me about six sepoys,
andﬁ“ve sEent,fourqd?us and"mg’)ts ip that forest,
‘The Nagas had burnt down_a bridee, and as we‘had
el‘ephants with us we had to fell trees/;n&repaw
it, the strean the s;ganne:l it bemg o) full of mud
that the” eiephants <ould not *posmb]y h*we forded it.
Durmg the dax the hu’: gadflies bit Gs; 2 Brought
srxeams of blood from men,. }],.Q'T'Sﬁb, “nd elephants“ ‘ﬁt
night we were tormen,ted w1tl" saudﬂles and a3 for
leeches, the}a dropped on~us fram trae,s afid~byshes;
besides crawlmg up oL leg~. "\Ne were s,urrou‘ided
with stagnant posls of \;Etkr as bldck as ink, and most
offensive. ~ The result wae tifat-the men of my
escort, and myself, all Fuftered- _

On my refurn to Suchema I foufid my charger, a
“Waler (Austrahan) as fat as a plg Hg had been
fed on unhusked rice all thi, tlme and ﬁnly..had
had walking exercise insice the smail fort or. its
precincts.

" On Mafch®y 1 was strolling,_ about the Sucheiha
Fore when I found a little, Goorkha.named Lall Sing
Gonrung amusing himself by mamng a paper wind-
mill, whlch when finished ,.Lt: stuck on™ iR W{-glll

regardmg its working with evident satisfaction. i
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chaffed him abc 1t his ¢ cuupatlon He repliea, “ Well,

Sahib, how car one amuse on€ielf coopi ¢ up as we
are?” ,Iﬁat nig Yt he” wag" orcered on escort duty
“with"proyisions it Pﬂplongmal_, the escort cousn";ted
of 75 rank ~nd r‘h: tnder Lleutenant Hendﬂrson

THe ﬂrlginal nwbe. ot} coolies* 0 be egcox_'md was
€6, bux t:?é?e were no, less than 140 when thﬂe. ﬁart

started off. _Llel{tenant Hende.ru aon dfstrl'buted‘ hus
rn(-;h amongy:—*he coohe':, *and fou,nd ﬁr-mbei"’* withoyt
a body cr‘ £pOGPS sufﬁmer“tl -strong © resist attacl;#
‘He'had not prc*euded more than half his JOLII‘[]{:Y.
when he was attacked he and hi§ par}ylemg sur-
'I‘OL"I';_dE"l n frunt fanks, -and rear The caohes he.
had with_him were Jrom N’ﬂzuma, and luckﬂy for
him he had with" him the talthiuLLotso_]u, who ad-
vised Hendersmo :—11-10}5r hlm... (Lotsoju) to tempo-
rize, withthe Khomma men and so save a massacre.

Fortunately the® enemy hacl aemdental"y wounded a
MezGma woman, one of the cpolies, and on the
kstrength"' of this” L saju upbraldea the Khonoma
men, and dEﬁ lared if they~did ndt cease firing Mezuma
wouht .show the E‘nghsﬁ .orce how to take the
Chukka Fdr,ts; tlehad a pafley witllt%e Khnofa
chiefs, and.the *_Qrmé they came to were that Lieu-
tenant Hendersof: was to return to Khenoma and
take MJ:IISIOHS w-th~him, and that if he accepted
these.terms he was to s und the « Céa3e firing ” kugle

19"



VFHROUGH' 'fHE MJTINY

czlk Hf djd so, and he inforn ed me afterwgrds that
the enemv juniped Up from e’ef’ v& sh and piece of
cover around him., They alhwed/ im tc: collect his
men, and the cooh(ff- with their l'qads and accam-
_panwd the partf Auady as hr 4 K’bonoma Alj,
tuev ke_}:_:t for thelmse]ves was ~a keg of rum.

- ]jurlng the absembly ol benderson‘:’ mea and
codiies tPe 'Khomma chiefs were,. hearﬁ to say to
Lotscgu“ * 7ok ai; the riftds 4nd ammu-n_ltlﬂn wE > ‘arf-"
facr&ﬁcmg far &he sake™~of Mezumd,* me*mng the
rides and ammunition qf the e.scc‘fw Khonoma "‘““1d
iMezum-a-" werer much 1ntermarrted and Mezuma"ha‘d
been pumahed by ‘us a Aw {Qars I;;fﬁ*e—-for* its-
misdeeds. he'“ldersor}f Jost. tf ree “killed_ard ~one
wounded. Among the 1 former was Lall _Sing &x00r-
ung, who o3t his life. as fﬁHG-WS ~ Ox the march out
he appears to have bﬁﬁ"l with the -advanced, party
under Naick- (Corporal) K¢, beer .Bhéppa and two
aother sepoys. As, before stated, the whole ..scort
was surroundeu and muck *s attcred. \all Slng‘
was badly wqundea s the f::t-hers hdpe him along,
in a-shert tif)e one of"the-sepoys was kille s~ and
"KolbCer T}‘“ 733 WESVe ounded (he dleg_\Gf his wound
about a fortmght afterwards and he hinmiself told me
what ~am now relating). F lnd g that they could
no lonf}er help Lall Sing G 9/ ang, alonﬁg‘.ﬂ:’:}“’ﬁcyd

him~so, and piaced him un er a bLSh The_poor’
~200
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fellow” took his “aragid res out of his pouch intenghifig
to die ﬁght}gg; amt” I&leeer Thappa 55\1 to him,
“ Lall Sj ing, you “now "he Gracr We must thke your
rifle and cartrldg’ S tf) pre.venl he Nagas gettﬂng
~<hem.” To 1rfhu::h Ae /’epl\d “ ﬁke them Iqr}tn .
Qllt:EIlS soldler ~am1 ofiey cn;d‘ets .I-I‘Ehlt;cah— Sur
atterwaeds 2 party ®m- P0plongm3.1-.m:1der
tenant Barrett Wthh had :E::é'en gert out A:o fneet al’u;l
rmlu L1eutemnt~ Hendﬁrson reaohed‘&t-hlsq spot angds
found th"" tathC Nag_as had 7 cut thls Aurb /Vierq T
-EIECE:S Barrett 5’:}01‘1 d*SCQUE"'E:d that Henderson hgd
rétired, "ar. gi ,returr" ad to Pﬂy ongmai...
Thrs*‘uhcerﬁnﬁln stapp“r*cr s%pphes. gom-g to Pop--

longmai emboldenea heneneﬁy, "butC LEI.API'.EI.II] Abbﬂtt
commandmg ther¢ s got S‘Jpphes hy another route,

and was enabledqso N0 ';lllt

Seme Clght day= after this a wing of the 18th
‘Nativé Infanﬁ'y grrlvec at Suchema. * They were
Hﬁl’istames and cansequently tall men, and clothed
in r,ed m/:t:reas “he y~ad, 43rd, and 44th Sepoys
‘were short, : 1d '-lothed-n grcﬁ‘l Tha Nagas had
never‘- - qen, a red regimem fefore Tme B,v-cudler-
General nmﬁrﬂ;egan 0 hem thexfs in, &7 on Kiarcn
26 the energy fully” submltted and on the ;""81:1}A the

44th occupied the Chukkd Forts.

T'ne wosition.y a3 d\*e’y strong one, ang i"ﬂg?/

ously .defended; but X - excellent path was folnd
201
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fellow took his- arg..éde ¢s out of his pouch mtem‘;mg
~ to die ﬁght}gg‘.* st hnlbeer Thappa sa\l to him, SA

« Lall Si ing, you »\now /’he Srdeér': we must take your -
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Hﬁﬁfﬁtames and consequently ta,k men, and clothed. . ___
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in l;fzd waiere ereas Lheﬁﬂ ad, 43rd, and 44th Sepoys __
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r\.

‘-'

rr
Ie&dmg‘upfto a crag “at. t-l'a; r,&gruf ,the ,posmon

™

W~ ‘Which'c mrﬂnandecf if, ThlS 10ﬁdm< K }yas the road °
el A Lotsolu alluded to w fr_.n 'he tl“reat.f ed thg Khonoma

-

. chtﬁf;h@ would sh/ v us the Way"].utﬁ the_ Chakka.
B Lo olw;l N ﬁttall rﬁﬂd fr¢in "\,e:r rvice-on“March 6"
s dim I"hau succefdéd to the gpnma.nd of the 4th

T

"‘*twﬁﬁorkhn /’?..Lﬁes - éind b;a-..at'.é Lleut /Culmel en -

, Md:rch fﬁ Wn?‘ﬁlﬁ';fl‘ thé Naga Hll]S‘ abouti? the

™ o

- LT ’\mIddIe ’bLﬂnt‘ﬂ er Shlllo;: Lnere- te\settle ag,wa"*
- Lo th"‘l{u mxlne o;pcuutonment ife- o ﬁ)u'r casu~ "~

'3
~ AT~ /ltles hacLbeen ——~Br1t._¢~h Qfﬁr:er meutenanl; Foro uesg. av-_;-:

¥ .;ta-.“l{"wouﬁ:j.ed I C\:{umh% ?ﬁm 'I\j\rl:ee*‘ Sai, * .
Y. ;and 26 r,iuk and" ﬁle mﬁl‘“d X 1 /}IﬁiSh‘ ‘*o‘ﬁcqrb 2.
= Natlve officg rs; amf 3 rankn 2d” file wqunued‘ ; of
the latter about P ated "““ota.l T,'i:; And' as & have
before said] l.thmkﬁwe gqj; it ﬂ:};@;heaply
The faithful Lotqo_]u;‘l consicE w ,gs ‘*10]; n;arly
sufficiently rewarded fo? i1s gl;eﬁ’t services.
~—..—»_-only received a g:.l)(er-mounted drmkmg—h.grn /:T“ 50

'l,"

: i_ rupees, which ‘was no maoys ..h’m ﬁv :)ther....,men o2
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