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NOTE.

In April and May 1841, [ was called to preside at severa! meetings of some
of the young native gentlemen of Bogibay, held at the Mission-house, Ambrolie,
for the purpose of discussing the important subject of which this paper treats.
‘The liberality of a friend, R. T. Webb, Esq., afterwards enabled us to pro-
pose two prizes for the best essays written by any native, who took part in
the controversies which were then Leld, and whicly should be read at the an-
nual examination of the General Assembly’s Institation which has justraken
place. The successful competitors are Ganpat Liakhshuman, a student in the
Elphiustone Institution, the author of this most interesting and able produc-
tion, and Govind Naréyan, a student in the General Assemb] y's Institution,
whose excellent essuy we may afterwards have an opportunity of laying be-
fore the public. )

Ganpat’s Essay, it will be scen and acknowledged, is one of no ordinary
_ character. The picture which it exhibits of & Hindg family is extremely
correct, and such as few are able and willing to draw ; and the reforins for
which it eloquently pleads, are of no superficial kind. It is wetll worthy of
the attention, both of his eountrymen and Europeans,~ of the former because it
distinctly points to the path of improvement, and of the latter because it re.
veals much which they are anxious to know, and whichthey may turn to good
account in their efforts for the promction of the well-being of this great
fLouniry.

The religious tone of the Essay will not escape notice. It is vastly different
from that which is produced by Hinddism and the other systems of error pre-
valent in this land. The writer is one of those who, though not educated in
a Crristian institution, do not deem the faith of the most exalted and powers
ful nations on the face of the globe, unworthy of their serions considerstion,
bul who appreciate the benevolence by which the friends of the propagation
of Christianity are actuated, and who avai} themselves of those means of
improvement which they present to all candid inguirers after divine truth,
May he, and those like-minded with hipself, be further enlightensd, May
- they see and fee! that their comparatively elear views of the divine law, impose

on them higher demands of duty ; that amidst much which is honourable and

amiable in the sight of their fellowmen, there mar be much which cannot
stand the omniscient inquisition of an infinitely holy God ; that in the divine
jurisprudence, condemnation must be the result of a single iransgression, un-
less the divine merey interpose to avert the awful consequence; that wercy can-
not be exercised to the disparagement of justice, and the mjury of the divine
agthority ; that it is only in the sacrifice of Christ, that merey and truth Agee
met together, and righteousness and peace embraced each other ; and that it
is only in Christ that God is just while He is the justifier of the ungodly.
May they look to the Saviour and live. May they be renewed in the spirit
of their minds, and thus themselves experience thut gread reformation, in
comparison of which all others are insignificance itself. — and be made meet
to be esteemed members of the FamirLy or Gonb,

Joux Wiisox.

Bombay, April 1842,






ESSAY, ETC.

s T

The very title of this paper s'ilg%ests to our mind almost intuitively the
great importance of the subject, he importance of domestic arrangement
evinces itself in the circumstance of its being the most widely beneficial in
its results, the most essential to the comfort and happiness of human society,
and the best guarantee of socjal order and peace. Our home ig mportant to
us on account of its being the chief scene of many of those occurrences op
which depends our happiness both present and future, It is the school where
the infant mind is trained to the exercise of its powers, where the child is
taught its duties to the different members of the family, where early lessons

tions formed, where principles of virtue are firat implanted, in short wherg
begins the laying of that foundation upon which wil depend the superstruc-
ture of future happiness, Within the little circle of its walls we receive those
impressions, which grounded in a heart that turns from good to evil, wil} in.
fluence our principles and conduct, and colour the whols of our after-life. Tt
19 there that we derive knowledge, wisdom, and ability, to enable us to dis-
charge our duties to the world at large. ‘There are bur hest affections root-
ed ; there are the moral and socig] affections of infant humanity developed;
and there habits of subjection to authority, of submission to a supreme wil},
are formed, 'There, as’it were in a private nursery, are we prepared for the .
intercourse, and business, and duties of this life, and for the far more impor-
tant duties and privileges of that which is to come. [Is it notin the domes-
tic circle of our home that there js secured from our earliest infaney, the be-
nefit of a father’s counsels and a father's care, that we are taught betimes the
lessons of piety, commended with persuasive power by the lips of & parent,
whom God would have to be gt once a master and a priest in his own house,
and to give by the type of an earthly father, some idea of the character in
which he himself best loves to be known, even as their Father in heaven? How
important then it is that we make our domestic life capable of realizing these

lorious purposes for which it S€eMms to be so evidently intended. [t 18 in-
geed not every where that the blessing of a right family arrangement is folt to
its fullest extent by all its members. To those mmserable abodes where intem-
perance and vice are daily inmates, and where ignorance and superstition
prevail, rooting out those socia] feelings which alone can enliven the charities
of the domestic circle, and that sweet communion of sentiment which 13 as-
sential to the happiness of the family, what feeling can be attached byt that
of a rooted aversion. Domestic life i1s indeed, above all other things on earth,
redolent of happiness to every human being. But in thet unhappy abode
where ignorance and superstition are the reigning inmates, and where educa-
tion has not penetrated itg beams, and banished darkness from its walls, the
true blessing which domestic life is designed by a gracious Providence to
confer on man, is neither felt nor enjoyed to its fullest extont. Education found-
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ed on the fear of God, which is the beginning of all wisdom, lends additional
charms to the familty circle and to all the dearest associations connected with
it : but in vain would we look for the reslization of these high biessings where
education has not shed ita light around. Consider & youth brought up in the
ways of idleness and profli , into whose ears the wholesome lessons of
piety were never poured, and the education of whose moral and inteliectual
powers was quite neglected, whose improvement in virtue wag never attend-
ed to, and who was only encouraged to excel in the achievements of crime ;
and contrast such a character with that of a modest, unassuming and
enlightened youth, trained to habits of rational contemplation, brought to
an acquaintance with his duties to his earthly parents and with those which
he owes to his heavenly Father, grounded in the belief and confession of
truth, and gualified for the important purposes of his existence — doing good
'~ to his fellow.creatures and living to tEe glory of God ; contrast these charac-
ters so diametricelly opposite to one another, and say, reader, without preju-
dice or partiality, which of them would prove a useful member of society, fn-.
deed, when ignorance is not removed from the family abode, and its natural
accompsaniments are allowed to reign without a check, our domestic life is no
longer a blessing to us, Then, intemperance, vice, and superstition would be-
come the reigning inmates, and root out all those social feelings so necessary
for the preservation of domestic order and peace. But in afamily composed of
membera, whose hearts are impressed with the convictions of truth, and imbued
with the principles of sound morality, the real blessings of domestic life are
most extensively felt. Born in a state of helplessness and placed in & state
of absolute dependence vpon their parents, their best and dearest interests
a8 men, as far as both this world and the next are concerned, must in
s great measure, depend upon the principles and conduct of those with
whom they may be so nearly connected from the earhiest days of their infan-
cy. Hence arises the absolute necessity that the members composing a fam-
ily should all have enlightened views of things around them, have & clear
knowledge of the relations in which they stand to this world and the next, of
the duties they owe to one another and to their Creator, and be impressed
with the importance of being subservient to promote the glory of God, and
the good of their fellow-creatures, In a family so constituted, there 18 no
"danger of man’s proving a useless member of society. Then, indeed,
may the blessings of religious and moral education be felt in -all their ful-
neas and abundance. Then, indeed, may the foundation-head of corruption be
turned into waters of goodness. Then, indeed, may the depravity of the hu-
man heart be softened and its dreadfu) effects be prevented. In sucha fam-
ily, there is a provision already secured for the better and early tuition of
the young candidates for immortality — a provision which we will look for
in vain in a family of opposite description. Men united to such a family,
cannot fail to derive from their connections, a large amount ot useful informa-
tion, and wholesome moral instruction. They have the opportunity of pick-
ing up these from the conversation and example of those enlightened and ex-
perienced individuals, by whom they may find themselves every day surround-
ed. Thus,then, they may enjoy all those advantages that can possibly be de-
rived from an enlightened and well regulated intercourse of domestic life.

1. A short skelch of Hindiz familtes.—Now, in order to avail ourselves of
these foregoing observations in pursning the subject with which we are
presently engaged, we would in the first place, ask our native readers,
whether the family institutions of the Hindids resemble an institution
so well regulated, and so happily circumstanced, as this ? Since with
our domestic life is connected the promotion of our best interests both
in this world and the next, and since it ig in the family circle that we
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receiveé those unpressions which have so great an nfluence over the
principles and conduct of our future life, it 18 & matter of serious imporiznce
to inquire, whether or not inour own family systems, there exist customs. and
prejudices of all kinds, detrimental to the cause of virtue and the advance-
ment of moral enlightenment, and whether yet we have neglectéed to extir-
pate them entirely from the family circle, with which we and our kindred are
connected, and npon which our best interests are so greatly dependent? Does
the father in our families gather arcund him the little Aock of his children,
and commend to them by persuasive power, the wholesome lessons of piety
and the principles of morality 7 Does the mether, kind as she 15, and posses-
sing a heart that yearns with prompt solicitude over the little objects of her
affection, display any anxiety or care about the interests of her own soul or of
those of the family around her ? Is she really convinced of her own state of
ignorance, or when so convinced, is she willing to use any means to remove
it? Did it ever cecur to her mind, that while with all the solicitude of a mo-
ther, she cared about the health of her children, and sought eagerly to deck
their bodies with all exterjor embellishments, she wmust with far more so-
Licitude and anxiety attend to the proper tratning of their mental powers, and
to farnish their minds with rich inteliectual weaith? No such thing! Is
not her mind on the other hand always haunted with thoughts of their future
eminence in the world’s esteem, and is she not often discontented and vexed
when disappointiment or ill-success attends them in their purely worldly en-
terprise, without being able to us« any mezug by which their spirits might
properly be soothed and cheered ? s there any thing like sweetness of com-
mumon, gentleness of manners, mutual love, mutual esteem, sweet tnter-
change of feelings and sentiments, so essential to the promotion of domestic
karmony and filial affaction, to be absarved in the families of the natives ?
Are the children there seen collecting torother to receive any lessons in pie-
ty or morahity from their parents, and to derive useful instruetions from therm,
28 to the manner in which they ought to conduct themselves in relation to
thig world, and in the far more interesting relation to the world which is to
come ¢ Is a father’s voice heard tenderly instructing his beloved children in
divine things : or the lisping tongue of a child reverently whispering the
Creator’s name and singing His praises ? No: surely not, The clean-swept
hearth is scarcely ever encircled by a pious and God-fearing people, from
whose lips no word of depravity ever did drop, whose souls are often raised
in holy devotion to their .le‘ather in heaven, who love him both in prosperity
and adversity, and whose stay is on Him onl y who 1s the suthor of every good
and perfect gift. True piety and wholesome ear] y instructions are entirely neg-
tected, and their very semblance is, perhaps, without hesitation, mocked at and
ridiculed. They do hardly recollect that every thing good comes from God,
and that they are accountable to Him only for al] they think, and all they do.
All that degree of domestic felicity which they enjoy, they forget as proceed-
ing entirely from Him who is the source of ali good ; and amidst all their so.
cial endearments and cornforts, scarcely ever is an eye seen turned towards
Heaven, wiose liberal hand dispenses blessings to his creatures, who gives
them all that is needful to their existence, and has pleasure only in a grate-
ful heart, But let us bear in mind that where true piety and sound morality
are sufficiently gronnded in the hearts of & farpily, there it is that we can find

domestic happiness and social comfort perpetually reigning throughout the
whole family circle, ’

2. The state of Hindit females. — The production of social comforts and the
enjoyment of domestic felicity to its fullest extent, depend upon the educa-
tion of women who are chiefly concerned in the interests of the family, and
who possess amextensive influence over the habits of human society, How-
ever sanguine our hopes may be about our domestic nprovement, vet they
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cannot be fully realized until the state of things undergoes a perfect change,
or until the minds of our females be thoroughly enlightened by sound educa-
tion. The formation of the minds of the other sex is oceasionally hinted at
as being in the hands of women, and never quite exempt from their influence.
But when women are degraded and enslaved, the benefits that they can en-
juy 1n such a state are evidently few, and the injury thereby done to the com-
munily at large, is great. Combined with the control which they possess
over society, their own enlightenment would be a source of vast improvement,
and render them in fact the ministers of a great many blessings, Here
however, the order of things is quite the reverse, Here woman is degradedto
be the slave rather than caressed as the companion of man. Here the cultiva-
tion of her mind is systematically neglected. She can hardly enter into in-
telligent conversation or discussion.  Both the scul and body of a deoghter
are subjugated to tite tyrannizing will of her father, whois rather intent upon
enslaving her mind than informing her judgment—~of & wife to the overbear-
ing disposition of the hushand who rather takes much pleasure in frowning
towards her with anger and in seeing her tamely submitting to his lashes,
than 1n maintaining a sweet interchange of feclings with her., Custom would
no doubt, in such n case reconcile more than one half of the human race to
this mental bondage, and the flexibility and gentleness of the female charac-
ter in thisenslaved state, combined with an uninformed mind, would greatly as-
s1st In rivetting the opinions instilled into her heart in her infancy, and beget-
ting 1n ber a stubborn obstinacy, against all forcible convictions of a stran-
ger. The time which she ought to have usefully spent in improving and en-
riching her own mind, and in the prosecution of duties which involve the
most important interests of her soul, is indifferently and negligently lost by
being drawn away or occupied by some insignificant care, some small bargain
to be made, some amusement tobe engaged in, some petty object to be gain-
ed, sorue project or speculation which attracts her fancy or promises to grat-
ify her taste and ambition. Far removed as she is {rom the busy tumult of
society, the woman of India has a little society about herself, where she finds
subjects sufficient to engross her — subjects of emulation, of provocation, and
of quarrel among her own children, or among some other members of the family,
with whom she has any thing to do.” Within the narrow circle of her home
does she find objects sufficicnt to engross her attention and oceupy her time
during the whole term of her existence. With the aflairs of the kitchen isshe
the most busily engaged, and in them doesshe find the greatest possible de-
light, Instead of employing her time in the culuvation of her own mind, she
lamentably wastes it in vain rivalries, idle gossipping, and in foolish trifles.
Thus are the precious hours of an Indian weman told over, which she ought
rather to have devoted to the attainment of nobler objects, and have employed
1n the enjoyment of purer and higher kinds of delight, than to suffer them to
pass away 1 some petty cares or some frivolous objects, and to be absorbed
in the gratification of some present humour or some wrong ambition, Thus
by the engrossment of petty cares, domestic anxieties, and some causeless
irritation, does she suffer the time swifily to passaway which she ought to have
purchased for the interests of her awn sounl, and which rather than be wholly
bestowed on the establishment of mere bodity health or the promotion of tem-
poral prospects, she should, under a deep impression of the more important
concerns of futurity, devote with unbroken energy, to the promotion of her
gpiritual weltare, and the advancement of the all-comprehending interests of
her soul, which is infinitely superior in value, infinitely nobler in nature, and
infinitely more durable in existence, than the material mechenism which is
called the body. But alas! her views do not extend beyond the narrow cir-
cumference of objects immediately around her. The more insignificant con-
cerns of the kitchen, the adjustment of the differences anrd disputes among
servants or relations ; — outvying others of her own sex, in gilded trappings,
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or inthe splendours of hrilliant jewels, magnificent rubies or golden bracelets,
and such other frail ornaments whicli merely deck the exterior, but leave un-
enriched and naked the never-dying scul ; — the forming and extending of
connections by some conjugal alliances, the marrying of sons and daughters
at an early age, long ere the buddings of their infant reason have begun to
expand, or the dawnings of understanding to break in, or they are awakened
to any sense of the important nature of their union aud of the several obliga-
tions, which from such a union necessarily arise ; — the strict and the unde-
viating observance of certain unnecessary reremonies with which the hungry
and dissatisfied priest uver-burdenher; — these and many others are the gole
and primary subjects of her frequent care and anxious solicitude. These are
the objects which take an undue precedence in her untutored mind, and on
these alone are exhausted all the energies of thought and labour. Too much
18 she occupied with the passing scenes of temporsl enjoyments or the grov-
elling pleasures of sensual appetites, eagerly to pursue after and sieze the
nobler and more lasting delights of intellectual refinement ; and too strong Is
her attachment to mecre worldly things, serionsly to desire the things- of
eternity. 'I'o her the enjoyment of preseunt peace and comfort possesses more
attractive charms than the bright and cheering prospects of future felicity.
Under such & state of mental bondage hardly can we expect ber to follow
back the stream of time and grasp in, on a retrospective glance, all the tran-
sactions of the past, and to deduce from their arrangement and condensation
inferences as to what might happen in future. Hardly can she in the events
which take place on earth, whether they be of a public, private, or more do-
mestic nature — hardly can she discover the visible hand of God, as direet-
Ing them all for ages, as overruling the schemes and enterprizes of many suce-
cessive generations of men, ag guiding with infinite facility the complicated
movements of the natural and moral worlds to the result which he had deter-
reined from the beginning of time. Under the present enslaved state of her
mind, she can neither forin nor entertain any enlightened views of the divine
sdministration, and of the constitution and condition of mankind us subjects of
that administration, T'he whole natural werld affords to her no rich materials
for contemplation, and furnishes no wholesome discipline to the facuities and
powers of her uncultivated mind. Invain for her does the sun dart his enliven-
Ing beams upon the earth, and diffuse gladness through the natious, In vain
for her the earth is blessed with fertility, and is repltenished with all that is
conducive to the comfort and convenience of mankind, In vain the flowers of
the field bloom before her in all their radiant beauty, and perfume the air
with their sweet fragrance, Thas then the affections and thoughts of Hin-
dd women are wholly set npon the objects and advantages of the world, with-
out ever Iiting up their minds to the Giver of all good, and whe ig the only
source of all their blessings here below and above. In such families the real
blessings of domestic life can scarcely be experienced to their fullest extent
by the unhappy members of whom they consist.  For, those apparent advan-
tages and enjoyments which they seem to enjoy, and on which they rest the
full weight of their affection and interest, are not the blessings peculiar to a
domestic life. 'F'he authority of disputing with servants, and darting an an-

ry look towards themifthey do any wrong, or stiiing at them with mild com-
placency i they do right, is not a real blussing. Marrying sons and daugh-
ters at an early age, dressing them in all the charms of artificial decarations,
covering their heads with lowers, their bodies with splendid clothes, and hands
and feet with yellow gold, gazing at them, sometimes with pleasure, some-
tunes with wonder, and often with admiration, calimg friends and relations
alike disposed with themselves to share in their sports, whims and pleasures,
constitute none of tha real blessings of a domestic life. To preside over the
affairs of the kitchen and to manage all its concerns, is né domestic blessing.

2
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T chastise a child for its impertinence, or to have the means of salisfying
its wants, 19 no great domestic blessing. Attending on certain ceremonies
even of the most trifling description, and having all matters to adjust at their
command; distributing fruits and money among the Brahmans, who are always
ready to subject them to many wumnecessary religious penances and sacrifices
and who, on receiving the welcome reward of dackshing, as it is called, for all
their priest-craft and cunning, pronounce a kind of blessing on the presid-
ing female of the family — all these cercroonies and ull these affairs can
not be the blessings of 2 domestie life. If, therefore, these objects and these
pursnits occupy the time and engage the attention of every female of an In-
dian family — if beyond these her thoughts never extend, and if in them she
finda the source of all her chief Bappiness and enjoyments on earth — if
amidst all the dowmestie charities, of which she partakes, and the domestic fe-
licities she enjoys, she can never yet ackonowledge the libers] hand thut dis-
penscs blessings to all created Beings: if the affairs of the kitchen, the honds
of relationships, and the extending of ¢onnections and the deeoration of chil-
dren, are the scle objeets and purposes of her existence, and ferm the whole
eircumference of her actions and thoughts, then it can scarcely be that
she enjoys the real blessings and eomforts peenliar to domestic life in all
their extent and in all their fulness, for these are the whole snm and conclu-
sion of her domestic history, No other than these things forrm the sub-
jects of her attention and serious regard. it s these, and these alone; which
form the whole history of her life, aad without them her existence 1s counsid-
ered a® & mere blank,

3. The conduct of chaldren in fumilies of the Ingkher clusses of the malives, —
The cifecta of the exclusion of moral and religious education from native
families, and the consequent moral and spiritwal prostration which prevails
thronghout. manifest themselves most dreadfully in the conduet of the chil-
dren bred up amongst such families, TPerhaps in the higher ranks the evil
is not exhibited in all its magnitude, because of those studied refinements
that smoothness and polish of manners, which characterize the higher portions
of the community, These refinements, artificial as they are, keep for a time
within proper bounds, the energies of the corrupt heart ; and prevent, though
not entirely, the effects of 1gnorance from gaining an uncontrolled predomi-
nance in the family. Let them be but once removed, and just as surely will
the unhappy effects of corruption burst out and spread themselves over the
family, as the waters of a river rush injand overwhelm the country, when the
artificial embankments which confined them are removed. The genuine sen-
timents of the heart display themselves in a variety of circumstances of the
most unhappy description. Hence we every day mcet with instances of the
mast glaring deficienciesin the character of children, born evenin the families
of the higher classes of natives, Often when we enter these families of our
native brethrem, do we meet with a boy or a gir] fichting or quarrelling with
some inmate ofthe house for extorting from him unwilling compliance with
his wishes or her's, asthe case may he. Olten does it happen that when some
ill-omened guest enters their houses and observing around him the order of
things, ventures to talk of learning, of the danger of ignorance and the folly
of youth, the haughty children of the family not alittle flattered and indulged
betimes hy their parents, laugh at him, mock, ridicule, and despise him, pour
upon him every bitter reproach and all the harsh language of contempt. Of-
ten is the indulgent mother drawn away from her domestic affairs, with which
she may be busied, by the incessant cries and unreasonable imffortunities of
her stubborn boy. She coaxes and flatters him.. The boy persists in his
resolution, She yields to his impertinences, allows herselfto he vanquished,
and leaves him alone. The father worn out and exhausted by the labour
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of the day, seeks, at night, a repose in his wife and children — a refuge from
the noise and turmoil of the world, But his repose ig not one of a sweeter
kind ; for, here does a hauglhty child come complaming of some wrong be-
mg done to him ; there does he set up erying for something which he wants,
and his parents do not like to give. Here he falls to beating his brothers or
sisters who may be like-minded with himself, and be distinguished by the
same petelant character; there does he run away from ome corner of the
house to the other, tofind some stone or some stick by which to avenge the
litle affront offered him. The old man feels disturbed and vexed by this
scene of wild extravagance among his children. He can use no better
meeans Lo put a stop to their roguery and their childish sports, than by infliet-
ing upen them the severest corporal punishment. He is too Httle en-
ightened himself to advise them by wise counsels, and convince them with
persuasive power, of the folly and danger likely to attend their practices and
sports. He can read tothem no lesson in merality, and instil into their ears
no whelesome principles of tmze piety and wisdom. And if under such ejr-
cumstances he even makes an attempt to speak of the awful respongibility in
which they stand to their earthly parents, and their Father in heavep, what
can be expected but the romping insensibility, the wild mirth of intemiper-
ance, the Joud laugh of childish entlmasiasm, or the damping of excited spir-
its, and confusion and disorder reigning threughout the whole. The ol
man Js tired and vexed, and leaving his-anmunageable children to their wild
sports and amusements in despair, retires silently to his bed, vainly blaming
his fate, but never thinking that the fault is his own. The mother, whose
solicitude for their peace and satisfaction is indeed remarkable, and often
tco powerful to sway even her better motives, countenances them in their gay
frolicks, and their wild gambols, only scolding and threatening them if they
carry their extravagance to too high a pitch, and do rot cease in the #nmoder-
ate indulgence of their favourite whims. Themotherwiiose heart is natu-
rally full of affection for them, and wha loves them with extreme tenderness,
never bears the thoughl of discouraging or frightening her fond children by
rough or harsh menaces, but with a smile of complucency and satisfaction,
endeavours to coax them up by flattering promises or to satisfy their appetites
with some gewgaw, or some glittering toy which might amuse their fancy or
gratify their taste. This indulgence of the parents, founded upon no morn}
principle, and directed by no enlightened views which education alone opens,
. lays a foundation for many regrets and disappointments, subjecis them to a
multitude of vain troubles and anxieties which they might otherwise have
avolded, destroys social harmony and every sentiment of filial respect, and
renders the children, at last, curses rather than blessings to the family,

4. The conduct of females in families of the lower vanks of the natives, — Let
us not, however, stop here, but pursue our inquiries through the lower ranks
of our native society. Observe first the conduct of the seniors of those fam-
ilies. Observe. the female inmates occasionally falling out upon one ano-
ther with the most bitter acrimony for some trifling or insignificant concern,
bawling out the most horrid imprecations the whole day, mentioning lies
without dismay and violating truth without one single feeling of remorse,
uitering language towards one another, that would abash piety or redden
the cheek of modesty, often gnashing their teeth, stamnping their feet, beat-
ing their heads and breasts, and commitling every kind of self-infliction in
the height of their foolish anger, blaspheming God’s holy name on zll veea-
sions whether trifling or serious, vainly setting up crying, and bitterly Ia-
mentimg the hard fate, as they would have it, in whicf‘: by their own impu-
dence, they are unhappily involved, Observe still farnher their conduct to-
wards their hushands, The wife, feeling herself to be the lady of the family,
with g few children at her command, and some little stock of money on which
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tests all her pride and plory, looks about on the several objects of her family
circle with self-complacency: and her vanity, which is commeon to her sex,
-being flattered by the respect and obedience which she sees paid to her all
around, she does not even fail to attempt at gainino some ascendancy uver
her own lord. If he be a man of upright conduct, steadiness of purpose,
firmness of principle. and of a reguiar disposition, the cunning woman
first fondiy dallies abont hin, pleases himn by well-measured pace, fine serv-
ing of the hands, the graceful flow of her hair, and the artfulness of her
golt, aweet voice ; — all which she does tor the sake of duping her undesign-
ing lord, Then pradually she coaxes him up, flatters him, showing him
proofs of her high esteem and regard for himm, submits with some seml-lance
of patience to the few slars and scolding which he gives her to be
satisfied with her constancy, then slowly brings in a few subjects of com-
plaint in which the feeling of her husband may be deeply interested, ex-
plaing to hbn the different details of circumstances connected with them,
reveals to him the bad feelings and sentunents which hisown kindred or
triends might cherish towards him, and takes care to contrast those feelings
of his own relatives with the high, and amiable sentiment displayed towards
him by relations on her ownside ; thus indicating to her husband what deli-
cate sensibility she possesses with regardto lus welfare, what deep interest she
takes in his nearest concerns, and how scrupulous she is in observing and de-
tecting even in his dearest friends and relations the slightest marks of hostility
towards bm. 1If on the other hand, he be a man of loose habits, and incor-
rect moral principles, she need not be at so much pains to gain her seldsh
end. lier ascendancy over himnis at once established. 'Tbe display of her
ingenuity and skill in the management of her own dotmestic concerns, and
her strict observance of the forms and ceremonies which she 19 now and
then called upon to perform, unpresses him with a sentiment of reverence
for his wife, and invests her character with such awe that her husband gives
himself wholly up to her guidance, and submits to her in all matters, how-
ever serious or important they may be, Perhaps the husband, as no doubt,
i3 often the case among the lower ranks of the natives, wmay be in the
habit of visiting taverns and ramehouses. ‘T'hisecircumstanee addstothe con-
sequence of the reigning heroess of the family, and renders her.ladyship the
more esteemed and reverenced by the houses of her neighbourhood. He
may be & servani to some respectable native himself, or to some European.
Returning from his duties in the evening, on his way homeward he steps into
some ale-house or other, and demands the fatal cup. The man sits calmly
gazing around, and cheerfully swallows up the contents of the poisoned cup.
The drunkard then.goes home, and finds the doorshut fast against him,
The wife whose business all this was, is perhaps baking Ler cakes, and
and cooking her meals, meditating on the broils and contests in which she
was engaged with her fellow-mates during the day, and busily working her
fancy to find out some subject for quarrel to be engaged in with her husband
by night. The husband, shivering in the cold night, knocks at the door, and
bawls out his wife’s name to open it, who had so cruelly shut it against
him. She comes furiously out, hastily opens the door, loads him at the first
interview with the severest reproaches, deprecating his conduet, and invok-
ing the gods to have pity on her, and relieve her from the dangers and perils
attending such a disgraceful union. The poor husband smitten with shame
and the lashes of a self accusing conscience, submits patiently to all the im-
precations of his wife, and to all her whims and caprices, rooting out, as they
do, those social feeiings and those rational sentiments which enliven and
adorn domestte life. -

This is no exaggerated statement but a fact attested by my ewn expe-
rience and observation.
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0. The conduct of children in lower fumilies. Rut this is not all in reference
to the families of the lower orders of natives. A circumstance equally mournful
with the former, and involving the happiness of human sociely, needs he par-
ticularly noticed.  Ignorance has deeply rooted itself in the bosom of these
families. Juvenile depravity there holds an uncontrolled sway. One cau
scarcely walk the streets wititout mecting with numberless instances of the
carly profligacy of character. It meets the eye on all hands, Arnd tt is 80
common here, that it ceases to excite wonder. A boy 18 sern ranning along
with some little theft which he may have committed in his own house or the
honses of his neighbourhood. He calla out to his fellow-mates, who may be
probably engaged in the same kind of enterprise, to share the prize with him,
They all assemble together congratulating and complimenting one another on
the successful issue of their enterprize, divide their respective spoils among
themselves with due regurd to the dearee of skill which each one of (herm
exercised in committing the thefi, aed to the value ot the apoil which he sue-
ceeded In acquiring, and pride themselves on these achievements as those
ofan extraordinary kind. A girl with the gentleness and flextbility peculiar
to ber scX, is observed also to run about in imitation of the boy, chanting out
some merry rhyme which lier mother tanght her, and agsociating with hor
fellows of the other sex with the most unseemnly familiarity., A father is seen
with his whip, or 4 stick, or perhaps, witha stone in his hand, drivine his stub-
born son home, falling upon his body, and soundly beating him with blows,
calling him harsh words, tving his lrands and feet to some tree STOWIRZ near,
or to some post, or to any kind of support, then soundly giving as many lash-
es of his whip on his bhack as he chooses, kicking him, spitting on him, and
dealing with him in a very unbecéming and disgusting manner. The son
bawls out, and in fits of anger beats his own breast, throws sbout his arms
and legs, calls out te some one to set Lim st iberty, promises to give him
some small reward for his display of generosity in relieving him, calls
upon the names of his gods to lend him their celestiad aid in loosening
the ties by which the earthly hands of his parent have fastened him, even
blaming them for their giving him birth in a house and amid friends
where his natural heart has not its full play. A mother is beheld running
in the same manner as the father after her child, with one hanging on her
shoulders, and another sucking at her breast, snatching from his hands any
toy he may have fled with from her, tying up his hands and teet, dragping
him slong the streets, beating him with her fist, whipping him ashe is drag-
ged along, while the little urchin is exerting all its might in resisting her
threatenings and beatings, Perhaps he gets loogened from her grasp, and
flies off from her. Now what solicitude and anxiety does not the mother dis-
play ? She goes home and sends a servant if she can afford one, to look about
for her child and to bring him into her presence. The hoy goes and joins
his companions, There he revels in all the wantonness of freedom amid the
circle of his gay companions. He is so deeply engaged 1n the sports and
gambols of his youthful companions, as never to allow himself to recolleet
that his mother from whom he had fled, is much strict about him, and would
never afterwards give him leave to stir out of doors. Amidst the noise and
fumes of pleasure, the youth loses all sensc of his moral obligations and du-
ties to his parents. But the mother’s affection comes into play. At home
she iz weeping for her child’s absence. Her heart is soon melted into pity
and tenderness, She is not now what she was some moments ago. She
throws away the whip and the stick which she had just held fast in her hands
to chastise her wayward boy. She casts aside her angry looks, and forgets
the words of execration which had just lately moved her lips. Bhe does not
attend for some time to the affairs of the kitchen and leaves them at the dis-
posal of some qualified person in the house; sendine all her thoughts after
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the boy wha is yet out of doors, Perhaps now the dﬂy hus set, aud the shades
of night begun toclose in all around. The mother’s solicitude now konows
Lo bmmds and her heart beats high with the throbbings of tender anxiety.
She lays her hand vpon her bre'tst and lifts up her eyes to heaven, as if in
deep me-{htatmn. Her thoughts are all wandering after Lor boy. Her ; 1nag-
ination, heated by superstitiﬂn, transforms all her thoughts 1nto frightful
spectres which often cross her mind’s eve, now representing her boy as car-
ried away by some thief, now as devoured by some monster of the forest.
Her boy does 1ot yet appear, She weeps and refuses to eat or drink till he
comes home. She sends for a Bralhiman in the neighbourhood, and asks of him
omens, and inquires of hinl where her boy must be ? What must he be doing ?
And when will he come? At midniglt, perhaps, when the flutter and noise
of the gay circle has closed,in the dlEgllth and slumber of the young com-
panions, the longed for boy of the mother walks howe with his cyes half clos-
ed, his body weahened his intellect benumbed, his senses stupified, and
almost in a state totally unﬁtting him for any other ‘than the business of quiet-
ly sleeping in his bed, The door of the house is indeed shut, but the induol-
gent mother half sleeping and half awake, is sitting immediately behind the
door waiting in anxious expectation of her child. He knocks at the door and
it 1 soon opened by the mother within; she forbears scolding or threaten-
ing him, lest it shonld tend to strengthen his obstinacy, and thﬂrehy subject
herself the wore to the same unnecessary anxicties and cares i futare,
This indulgence, so far from producing the expected result, rather encour-

ages him to engage more deeply in his pursurts, and mduige more freely 1n
hig gambols, He repeats the same muu&tﬂfprm:e&s the next day and gocs
unpunished. He is thus allowed to run Mto the wildest extravagances of his
youth, beyond all hepes of his being ever afterwards reclaimed from his error.
He obeys no commands given by his parents, who, however, are little careful
to see them duly enforced. Commands are respected and are as often dis-
obeyed. A habit of wusabordination ita gradually induced, which grows to
guch a height that nothing can overcome it.  EKntreaties, threats, corporal
punishments, lose their effect, and are found insufficient to counteract its
tendencies. 'T'hus a sure foundation is.laid for many future perplexities and
sorrows ; for many needliess troubles, bitter regrets, and seif-reproaches.
W hen, therefore, the boy thus breaks off at a tangent from all domestic re-
sl;ramts when the fizorant outbreskings of lius corrupt nature are allowed to
burat outin all their f‘ury without being reproved or checked, when no at-
tempt 1s made to devﬂlﬂpe and strengthen the faculties of his mmi} and when
every sound instruction is neglected which might tend to suhdue the evil
tendencles of hia corrupt heart and rear him n an intimate knowledge of di-
ving truth, he becomes really a curse, not only to the family in which he was
Born, but to the commumty at large,

General observalions on wnstances of juvenile degravity displayed tn Hindit
Jamilies, and female education recommended as necessary fo prevent these, We
still wish to enlarge on this interesting branch of the subjeet by remarking
that those instances of juvenile depravity which now everywhere meet the
eye, would be less frequently obtruded upon public notice, if women were
endowed with sound education, and their views eniightened wilh respect to
their righta and obligations, The promotion of the inlerests of the nsing gen-
eration strongly inculcates the necessity of female education. The early
discipiine of children depends upon their parents ,but more especially upon
their mothers, under whose watching eare they are placed for a greater
length of time. As on the principles and conduct of the rising generation,
the welfare of society does in a great measure depend, it 1s not unnceessary
to trace Lo its source carly prulhu‘uLy of character. bﬂrely tlie stropgest law
binds on B parents the daty u! watching to the extent ol therw power and neans
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them to strangers, but of employing as long as they can, every day indischarg-
ang the sacred duty for all the purposes which their parental wisdom and
aftection ought to be exercised in accomplishing, Early, unremitting, and vi-
gorous superintendence, constant restraint and unwearied patience, combin-
ed with a proper degree of self-pessession, are the essential gualities re-
-quired to form s prominent part inthe character of every early guardian of
youth ; for if indolence or negligence with all its permcions train of attend-
ant evils be allowed to paralyze and weaken the exertions of the parent,
and the mental cultivation of the young immortals be entirely neglected, or
attended to with remissness and langour, not only s total enslavement of the
soul will be the consequence of such a eriminal method of procedure, but also
symptoms of degeneracy, examples of vicious excess, and unprovoked rude-
ness will make frequent appesrance and acquiire an uncontrolled predom-
inance. Wheanin walking through a village or a town, or on entering, in the
ordinary course of social intercourse, or the discharge of social duty, the hous-
es of our neighbourhood, we meet with a ronghness of character, the petulance
of childhood, the pride of contempt, the scream of passion, the look of indiffer-
ence, the sullenness of suppressed rage, the wild mirth of insensibility, and
the thousand other effects of overweaning indulgence,—we nre warranted, by
every right consideration, to trace all those glaring and unhallowed deficien-
cies in the character of youths to the want of dizcipline that prevails under
a parent’s roof, or under the fostering care of the mntEer who gave them birth.
The father being oceupied, during the whole day, which is the season of
instruction for youth, with his geile out of doors, it is obvious that the
younger branches must fall to théPmore immediate and »atching care of the
mother. But when she is incapable from her own ignorance to pour into the
minds of her children wholesome lessons of piety, she cen have no right
conception of that decency of deportment, which prety brought to early
maturity necessarily inspires. Not being herself brought to the conviction
“of the most important truths of nature and religion, she must, as there is no
other alternative, connive at and willingly countenance the glaring indecen-
cles of her children, however debaging in their natare, and hewever per-
nicions in their effects. Not being herself enlightened so as to be capable
of entertaining lofty ideas of the Deity, and of forming correct views of the
principles and motives on which his government of the moral world is con-
ducted, she countenances sometimes without even a look of authority, the
wild extravagancies of her corrupt offspring, and so far from checking or
arresting them in their heedless career, calmly contemplates them indulg-
ing 1n their sinful gambols, and unconsciously slumbering on in their fave-
rite mdulgencies. %mder such an order of things, what is to be expected, but
the loud laugh of intemperance, the romping of insensibility, the damping of
cxcited spirits, disorder and confusion, if an ill omened guest should r‘e%'ard
piety with reverence and esteem, and venture to talk of the soul and ite righ
destiny, and of the folly of devoting one’s seif excluaively to the promotion of
mere temporal concerns. True it is, that in the higher ranks of society in which
a similar want of discipline prevails, such conduct is not followed by the
effects which we deplore, because of the polish, the smoothness of manners,
which for a time keep within bounds the outbreakings of innate corruption.
But when these artificial restraints are cccasionally removed, the genuine
sentiments of the depraved heart are expressed in the circumstance of piety
being ridiculed, honest worth being despised, and a bitter sarcastic sneer
seen playing over the countenance, Observe the conduct of children 86 if-
perfectly brought up in the knowledge of truth, and so carelessly educated
under the indulging care of an ignorant woman. Behold those motley
groups of such children in our streets, end you hear the name of God blas-
phemed in horrid imprecations, language uttered that would redden the
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cheek of modesty, truth viclated without one single feeling of remorse. Mark
their conduct again at home : here you have already seen the discordant jar-
ings of angry passions ; one raising his hand against another; there the child
disputing the authority of a father, or sullenly yielding an unwilling comphi-
ance with his wishes ;in another quarter you may see some retiring to rest with
the wild mirth of indifference when not an eye was turned to the author of
every good and perfect gift. Hence is it that the most crowded page in the
Calendar of crimes is that which records the delinquencies and punishments of
those who were not trained up, under their parent’s care, in the paths of learn-
ing, who were not taught their duties to their Creator, and who disregarded the
solemn remonstrances of conscience. Itis owing to this cause that a stream
of moral pollution threatens to inundate our land, and to bury in its waves
the feeble barriers which an ignorant child of an ignorant mather can erect
to oppose its overwhelming vielence. And hence ig it that a withering blast
has passed over our land, and we see its effects in the roar of intemperance,
the emaciated votary of dissipation, the lowering looks of the worldly sen-
sualist. Now this early profligacy in youth, would, in a considerable degree,
he prevented fromn deforming their character, if the mother who gave thembirth,
and under whose immediate care they are, from the years of their infancy
placed, possessed that eplightenment of the mind which education oives,
and acquired a strong relish for those intellectual pleasures and epjoyments
which are superior, both in quality and amount, to any which the world can
supply. But if, on the other hand, the female guardian of youth has no idea
of the manner in which the understandipg is enlightened and expanded, if
her thoughts, views, and prospects do nop extend beyond her present condi-
tion, and if she is incapable of appreciating the true worth of the soul, and
of providing the means of moral and religious instraction to the young im-
mortals, then, 1 grieve to think, an uncommon degree of juvenile rudeness,
grafted on that innate corruption which lies at the foundation of an unrenew-
ed heart, will, in spite of all, acquire an uncontrolled predominance. If
therefore we wish our children to be good and pious, modest and respectful,
circumspect and pradent, it must be the object of a serious and primary
importance to us, as individuals and to the community at large, that
their mothers, whose views and principles from constant habit will
form essential ingredients in their character, and colour the whole of their
after life, that their mothers who have the sacred duty 1mposed upon them by
nature, of watching over, and providing for them, be first well-grounded
in the higher truths of religion and merality, and be brought to habits of
rational contemplation. It is my constant and earnest prayer that the lesson
which this part of the subject teaches us may press home to the hearts of our
native friends, with all the weight of an awful responsibility, and that they, by
a ready renunciation of all national prejudice, may unite in strenuous exertion
in educating their female friends, and thus prove effectual instruments in pre-
venting those direful consequences of juvenile depravity which spring from a
want of proper religious disciplire under the fostering care of the mother,
those complicated disasters that are confined, not to the depraved youths alnne,
but also extend themselves to the relations who conceal or countenance theit
crimes, and to the communities that fail to provide the means whereby the pre-
valenci of evil principles and of vicious examples may be prevented or re-
strained,

0. We would now say a few words as to the reatment of children in their
earliest years in native families.

That the parents have a great influence on their children, especially the
mother, 13 an undoubted proposition. Such is the arrangement of family sys-
tems, that the children born in them, carry along with them in the world the
views, the principles, the prejudices, and the doctrines which characterized
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their parents ; and these are rooted into their hearts to sach a degreo, as nlmost
wholly to colour their after-life and give to their actions and clracter a new
tinge, scarcely effaceable even by years of strict discipline and strenuous ex-
ertion.  On the mode in which they are brought up amidst their family cir-
cle, depends their futare well-being or misery. A child is naturally prone
to take his views of things and persons around him.  What daily presents
itself to the eyes and ears of ¢hildren invariably forms their character. At its
very early age, the childis capable of reasoning, of comiparing different ob-
Jects with one another, and drawing general conclusions from them.  Fts ra-
tional and perceptive powers soon unfold themselves ;nor is it that its passions
fail to display themselves as early — perhaps they are the fastest in their de-
velopment.  We inay however find it difficult to reconcile ourselves to the
1dea, that the passions of our nature-conld unfold themselves so early in child-
ren while yet their bodily powers have not attained their full vigour. Fer we
maintain that it is impossible to look at the placid eountenance of a child without
being wapressed with the belief that it preseats a faithful index of gentleness
and mildness within, that as yet no angry passions have begun to rage within
its breast, nor any guiity imaginations polluted the exercise of its newborn
powers. The conclusion, however is not right. We, on the contrary, not
unfrequently see obstinacy, jealousy, anger, petulance, &c. displaying them-
selves in the countenance of a little child yet sucking at its mother’s breast.
How 1mportant then it is that when the powers of the mind so early open,
when the prssions of our nature so early develope themselves, and when child-
ren are capable ef reasoning, observing, comparing, and deducing conclusions
from the different objects that pregmnt themselves to their notice, that nothing
disgusting in its nature, er dangerous in its efiects, sheuld be brought within
their observation.  Yet, what great carelessness is dispiayved by parents in
this country with regard to the proper treatment of their childrefl, whose present
and fature bappiness wholly depend upon them ! T'hey carelesely allow thein
to remain in the company of men whose iznorance or narrow-mindedness make
them especinlly the most dangerous ministers of folly and vice. They entrusy
them to the care of servants, who having nothing else to do, amuse theinselves
with these youngsters in any way they choose,  False abkjects are represent-
ed to their minds merely for their own personal anusement ; these hired guar-
dians of our children often teach them to chatter some bad words, and per--
fortn some unseemly gestures. Their minds are stuffed with a confused
mass of imaginary ideas ; sipall harmless things are magnified Iito large tre-
mendous images. Frightful hobgoblins are represented as having been seen in
the darkness. Stories of witches, demons, and apparitions, are oravely related
to children by servants and even sonetimes by their sisters, hrotliers, or other
members of the family, They are often frightened into obedience bythe ter-
ror of some cne of these visionary beings suddenly making Lis appearance.
Frequently does it happen that when a child eriesont for some thing which it
wants, 1t is threatened to be thrust into a dark rcom which is represented te
be the haunt of some frightful demons — that when the child persists in itg jm-
portunitics, and none of the householders have the means of gratifying them,
the foolish mother or father cries outa “black man,” and immediately to the
terror and astonishment of the child, a servant disguised under a black coat
makes his appearance before the child — that if the child be always in the
habit of erying, and thereby disturbing the peace of the fumil y, the parents
even put themselves to the expense of having some frightful heads made of
different forms and covered vver with black or some other eolour——and that if
the child be again found crying or doing some mischievous thing, the parents,
or the servants, or some one in the family, take care to present forward one ar
two such heads before them, and thus to frighten them into silence, Hence,
we find superstitious notions deeply rooted in the hearts of many native boys
and girls, and images of terror or horrid phantomns so much associated in theiw
3
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minds with darknessthat they cannot approach it with courage or confidence,
unless some older or more expericnced person be at hand. Hence, in many
a native family, children are more easily brought under control, or undev
subordination to some rvequired discipline by frightening their imagination
than by enlightening their reason — by presenting before them the “ dis-
guised servant” or the “black man,” than by laying before them a set of
moral precepts and wise counsels.  Hence, therefore, instead of the divect
authority of parents being here found sufficient to bring children uuder con-
trol, mere superstitions terror holds an acknowledeed supremaey over thens.
When, therefore, at an early age the children are capable of reasoning and
comparing different objects, and all their passions begin to unfold themselves
the fastest, when at this :ime, impressions of all kinds are the nost lnstingly
and deeply made, and tend to give dircction to their futare principles and con-
duet, it i of the greatest nuportance that they should be gunarded against
associating with men of wrong principles and vicions habits, so that they
may be prevented frow coming tnto contact at all with the sources of mor-
1l corruption — that the parenis should adopt seen o method with regard to
to the good training up of their childrea and their establishimentin the
principles of truth and moral ractitade, as wounld prove rost beneficial
to the children themselves and the commumty at laree with whiceh they
may be eonnected, thaf they stiould, {rom the moment they ohgerve the
minds of their childrenn to open, and their passions te operate, endeav-
our by all means in their power to regulate them properly with a speeial
view to Improving their interests in time as well as 11 eternity, and to instil
into their minds principles which pray have wholecscme nflnence on thetr
conduct in life —- that their connection with vices of every kind or hue,
should as far a3 possible, be entirely prevented from the moment that they are
yot young, and the impressions of objeets wronnd them are yet weak and
faint on thcir minds—that every symptom of cerelessness or ot degeneraey
their manners should entirely be cuccked — that the parents should gnard
them against every thing that might excite them to vanity or self-econceit
—— that they should scek to obtain authority over them neither by the tone
of their volce, nor by threatening laneuare, nor by friphtiul gestures, but
by an even, firin, moderats digposition of the mind which s master of itself
—which is ouly governod by reason and which never comes under the iinpulse
of angry passions or irregular faney,  Cluidren treated nm this way would be
happy tn themselves, and a comfort to their parents. The necessity of
frivhtening children into obedience, would no more occur; and those threat-
enings and scoldings, and sounds of discord, now so frequently heard in
the tunily mansion, be entircly prevented.

7. Now, asrzaards the system of the early turbion of children tn nabive frne-
ilies. — The oblization which i3 upon parents of training up their children
in every kind of usetul knowledge, is felt and acknowledged by every Hindf;
but however deeply the responsibility may be feit, it is often found dificult to
devise a system of instruction that shall be best adapted for the accomplish-
ment of an object so desirable. The difficulty is rendered still greater by
the ignorance of the parents themselves — consequently, it often happens that
ihe earliest years of our native children, when their hearts can be most eastly
reached, and most lastingly impressed, are permitted to pass away withouot
the communication of relirious knowledge, or the infusion of religious prin-
ciples, Thus, all the while these very children, thongh only perhaps two or
three years of age, are busily engagedin laying in a stock of knowledge and
imbibing a mass of principles, whiclh go to form the elements of their tuture
character. It is from the habits, principles, and digpositions of childhood, that
the whole aspect of our future history takes its origin. Hence the high im-
pnrtanmﬁi‘thﬂt is ntta.‘chqditn tho early tt‘iliniﬂg up of young children in the
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of the early tuition of children followed amongst the natives, and to suggest
the meihod, or the means, by which the efficiency of their instructions may be
proinoted,

Hitherto the practice 1s quite common among native parents either of
sending young children to some school in the neighbourhood, ov, if means
fail, or parental fondness prevail, of allowing thein to l]]lShprt} their time in
the trifles of hame and the insignificant, though harmless, amusements of the
domestic circle. Those, hnwever who have it in their power to send thelr
children for education to schools out of doors, do so without giving any heed
to the wrong sentiments they shall imbibe feom their association with other

children, and the worse h'lbttq they shall consequently be led to contract.
The parents do not care to observe the growth of their children in useful
knowledge or in eound iorality. The children go fo and return from their
school without ever being once asked by their pareuts as to the manmer in
which thev get on in their studies, or the mode on which their education is
condueted by the schoolmasters, ar]y in the morning, at five or six o'elock,
does the voung boy rise up from his bed, wash his I]’}DHL!] and run to his
schoo! with a nﬂpkm in one hand aund an inkstand in another, He looks
backwards and forwards, to sec if any boy goes before him, and with the hope
of getting soms reward or ouvcupying a higher place in his class, he runs out
of hlE breuth, enters the schoo! bmﬂnn' down his heed to the name of some
god posted to the froat wall, and joins “his fellow students. It is here curi-
ous to se¢c the young lads stirred up by emulation, trying all their efforts to
fo get above one another, and to win the smile of their teacher. They are
here one and all snbjected to a common discipling by their master, like
butlocks ranged in 2 row and laid under a heavy yoke — once they rise up
Joeintng their hands and feet, again they sit down, resaming their writing
pens, and going over their pr‘escnhed exercises— onee moving from their
place in one order of marching, again returning to it in another — once rais-
mg up their hands at the first signal of their naaster, again lowering ther
down at the next — once saying this merry rhiyme, and ILturmng to another
again, chanting that, and thus ﬁmshuw the whole, The time of breakfast ar-
rives and the word of dismissul is sent, The school breaits, and the children
ao away {o their respective howes — some the master himself conducting —
vtirers entrusted to some elder and abler leaders. And what follows their re-
turn to their homes ? FHere one boy sets up crying for seme thing whiteh
he wants, disputing with the servants at home for their crossing it in his
littie wnshpq ; there another 1s fondly playing with the hittle urehing ofhome,
and tnstead of revising tiie lessons he learned at school vainly repeating some
foolish tales or stories he heard from his sisters or mother, and chanting this
merry rhyme and that. The father engaged at this time in bis t;repamtmn
to @0 to lLis lubour or service out of dnm-a s 1o leisure or perhaps no abili-
ty to attend to thera, The mother is husied with the affuirs of the Kitchen,
oppressed with her domestic cares and anxieties, and perhaps has some little
tnfant at her breast which reqnires her cliet attenfion -~ feeling herself somne-
what relieved from the oppressive burden of her houschold duties, and from
the heat and smoke of the kitchen which had exhoansted her, and hor pots and
pans being arranged in neat order, the mother with a melodious voice of
affection calls her ehildren for bres thfast, and threateus or seolds them
witl an angry tone, ¥ they refusc to uhe}r hor conunands.  "T'he children
meet und eat their bread.  1hey then freely join their fellow mawes, and in-
dulze in their wild gambols without fear of beinge checked in their heed]ous

career by thely muthel or by any one snperivr 1o thew. At the hour of atten-
dance, the boys put on their dirly clothes, which they scarcely wash clean
once a week, and trob their way to the school, 'There they repeai the same
kind of process, with all s usual accowpaniments, ibat was observed there in
the wornivg and 1 the evemng they return home.  The father and mother
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are then both at home, the former little eased from the toils and labour of
the day — and the latter still burdened with the same anxieties, occupied
with the same concerns, disturbed by the same perplexities, heated by the
same fire, smothered by the snme smoke, and busied, in short, with the same
round of affairs, But they scarcely ever hear the lessons of their chil-
dren i moral and religious truth repeated. 1t is because they have httle ox
nu knowledge of the branches of learning taught to thelr children in schools.
They are however now and then desired to attend to their studies by therwr
parents, who though they may be ignorant of the nature of education given
to their children, and be unable to appreciate its value, yet take deep interest.
in their improvement from the consciousness that education, in whatever de-
aree acquired, will enable them to raise their condition and c¢haracter in the
world. The childrenin fact have none at home under present circumstances
fo attend to their studies and direet them in their prosecution of them. The
father being occupied during the whole day with his toile eul of doors, the
younger branches of the family must of course full teo the immediate and
watching care of the mother, She has a greater anthority over themw than
any one else in the family. They are more in the hands and under the n-
fluence of their mother than of their futher at all {imes and onder all circum-
stances, But it is often the case that she is unedecated. She has received
no share of the mental enlichienment which is adequate enough to enable
her really to appreciate the blessings of knowledge, and efficiently to dis-
charge the important duties of her station. She is incapable from her own
irnorance to pour into their minds wholesome lessons of piety and morality,
and can therefore have no right conception of the manner in which their un-
derstanding might be improved, or the several powers of their mind be pro-
perly regulated and disciplined. Not being herself well grounded in the
knowledge of moral and religious truths, she ean hardly, beyond what com-
mon sense will dictate, be expected to reconmend her children to hold fast
what is good, and reject what 18 evil. She must as there Is ne other alterna-
tive, countenance her young offspring in the indnlgence of their foolish
whims, and their juvenile extravagancies. Brought up within the narrow
¢ircle of her home, secluded from all intercourse with refined society, and
having received no enlightenment whieh education alone gives, she can
hardly be expected to preserve amy regular discipline in her house, and to
devise such methods as shall be best adapted to promote the progress of her
ehildren in learning. She ig only taken up with the ideas of their worldiy
prosperily, and not of their refigious and moral well being ; ander such an 1l
qualified mother, instead of any instructions being furnished te her children
in the higher truths of useful learning, their attention is wholly directed to
gubjects that interest her own faney or amuse her ownimaginatiow. The
whole family partakes toc much of a non-interference system, leaving the
children to spend their most precious years without the slightest attempt be-
ing made to convey to their minds those troths which shall prepare them for
eternity, A few good advices are indeed from time to time administered ;
a few of the more flagrant out-breakings of their nature are reproved, but
seldom do the Hindd parents, whether high or low, resort to the systematic
plan of conveying to the young minds of their children, those important
tessons in morality and religion, which would more eflectually tend to subdue
the evil tendencies of their hearts, and rear them in the knowledge of divine
truth. Nor is this culpable neglect to be charged upon the ignorant and
toolish parents of most of the HindG families. Even in the houselolds
of those who are brought to appreciate the value of education, the
younger branches of the family are allowed to pass several years of their
childhood without any attempt being made to imnpress their hearts with
the importance of the soul! and the awful realities [of the future
world, The family fireside of our homes is scarcely ever encircled by a
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truly enhghtened and God-fearing people, or cdiied by pious conversa-
tion. Round our family altars are scarcely seen to ussemble, father and
inother, brother and sister, husband and wife, master and servant, to mingle
their hearts in gratitude for common blessings, or in humble supplication
for the supply of their common wants; seldom is heard a father’s voice
in our families tenderly instructing his beloved children in divine things
rarcly are seen the mother’s tears of love and affection, as the mind of her
child begins to open to clearer views of God and his duty,and to give a strong
evidence of the heaven-ward direction of his desires. [t is true that the early
discipline of children may be accomplished by their tuition at schools where
they are sent at the earliest period of theirlives., But the purpose is defeated
there by the non-interference system obscrved at home with respect to
thelr education, at least so far as the youthful minds themselves are concern-
ed. Even taking it for granted that in those schools, the right object and
spirit of imstruction are upheld, their efficiency, as great instruments in
enriching the youthful minds with selid learning and sound principle, is en-
tirely lost by the neglect and ignorance of parents nt home. It is only at
the family hearth that piety and duty sre best taught, and ifthey do not re-
ceive such instructions at bome from their parents, all their mental exercises
in the same matters prescented to their notice in school will be of little or
no avail, It instead of the commmunication of moral truths, and the infusion
of religions sentinents, they hear or see under their paternal roof, nothing
but what tends to fill their minds with worldly views, with unprofitable {ales,
and the trifles of the kitchen, they will then become, as sad experience has
shown, but tdle, ignorant, and profligate members of the community, unhappy
in themselves, pests to society, curses to their family, and to the parents who
bare them.

Now, therefore, 1If we would have children to be good and pious, and to pre-
vent ali instances of profligacy from deforming their early character, itis a
matter of serious 1mportance to us as individuals and to the community at
large that their parents under whose care they are placed, be well
grounded in the higher truths of religion and morality before they can be ex-
pected to infuse pitous sentiments into their children’s minds and to prepare
them for eternity, Under their present state of ignorance and superstition, the
native parents are scarcely able to feel the responsibility of their situastion
as consisting wholly in the promotion of the spiritual welfare of their chil-
dren, and so far to appreciate the inportance of the onerous charge imposed
upon them as net to resign too socnt the care of them to strangers. The mel-
ancholy truth, as we are well aware, Is, that they often allow the younger
branehes of their family to pass away their earlier days when their hearts are
yet capable of being the most easily reached, and deeply impressed, without
any attempt being made to endow their minds with the riches of useful lcarn-~
ing, and to 1mpress their hearts with the awful realities of the immortality
of the soul, and the existence of the future world. But when they themselves
are thoroughly enlightened, the result will be far different and far more
heneficial. Feelingly alive to the dearest interests of their children, and
fully sensible that by their being scnt away too early to schools they might
necessarily be exposed to the moral contamination which reigns abroad, they
would attend to their education not with remissness or neglect but with great
care and watchfulness, and establish a system of discipline at their own hou-
ses tending to promote the moral and spiritual welfare of their children.
Schools though opened for the reception of boys thronghout the different parts
of this country, with the special object of commumecating instruction to them
in the higher branches of htunan learning, are yet ill adapted to the state and
situation of young children, who can derive grester benefits from the pious
Instruction and example of wise parents at hoine, than from those of the school-
masters themselves, whose attention s divided amnong a vast number of chil-
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dren entrusted Lo their care and tuition.  Besides, chitldren are there expos-
ed to the evil example and habits of those whom they see around then, and
are themselves naturally prone to slide into congenial habits and practices.
There, the imperfect cultivation of their minds is too often accompanied by
the cnrrupt.mn of moral feeitng. The capricious and frivoloua restraimts, add-
ed to the example of dissipation and luxury, the selfish spirit and premature
vices which discredit many of cur schools, will combine with the wilfulness
and petlishness acquired at home, I do not however mean to speak digparag-
ingly of schools. My argument consists in suggesting that all the exercises
at schools with reference to the training up of “the yﬂuthful minds, wiil be of
little avail, unless a regular discipline be observed at home. For the forced
mental activit}f which they might acquire at school, will otherwise he coun-
teracted by the indulgence and indifference tolearning observed under the
paternal roof. Those pious and enlightened parents, therefore, wiio have any
regard to the tutercsts of the rising n'eneratmn should in nreturﬂnce to send-
ing them too early to such sulmﬂla, adopt a system of early discipline for
their children and follow it in their own domestic circles. OF the results
arising from such a method of procedure, their own experience would be
witness, The eflects would, indeed, be highly beneficial. The younger
branches of our families would not be permitted to pass the earber
years of their childhood without enjoying the lLenefits of real instruction
under their own paternal roofs, Under parents so well gualified to dis-
charge the important duties of their station, the necessity would not be so
deeply felt, as under pregent circumstances, of resigning the care of them to
strangers, at a period when the heart is most easily reached, and most deeply
and lastingly impressed. When parents were thus enlirhtened and 1mpress-
ed with the sentiments of piety, they would act in mutual harmony in all the
commands and instructions they might give to their childrven, and strictly
observe all those modes which rmght be well calculated to promote the best
interests of the young children entrusted to their care by a gracious Provi-
dence., Seldom would recur those altercations and disputes which now go
frequently take place between parents about trifling matters, and which so
surely tend to subvert the very foundations ﬁf'ﬂumly government, to lay the
seeds of many future sorrows and perplexities, and to endunger the interests
of those whom they profess to hold dear. Dowmestic order and peace would
not be overthrown, deceit and hypocrisy would not be cherished, superstitious
notions would not be imbibed, filial affection would not be undermined, mix-
representation of things would not be practised, and those scoldings and pui-
ishments which now do not unfrequently occur, would be entircly prevent-
ed. Nothing would be allowed to pass under the notice of children whicl
would only serve to nurse them up in habits of vice and intemperance, No-
thing will be dome in their presence that will only tend to &ll their minds
with mere worldly and unprefitable views. A perfect systematic digcipline
will be observed throughout the whole frunily cirele.  'U'he domestic econo-
my of the Hindds would exhibit a perfectly chunged scene. Al disagree-
able effects would be prevented, and all positive enjoyments be introduced.
Those family feuds, those jarrings of opposite interests, those vielent alter-
cations which now fill the pages of the ecalendar of crime, would be less
frequently obtroded upon public notice.

8 Having oot thus far it is for us now to describe with some minute-
ness the common pursuils, amusements and ceremondies, in which the elderly
females as well as the young ewls of our familes are wenervally ﬁﬂfrﬂﬂ'{*d
The long chain of their duties and amusements extending trom the Kitchen at
home tn thelr intercourse with soclety of their own sex abroad, carries an
interest with it whichi I hope cannot tail Lo excite the attention of the veneral
reader, But the prevaihng tinge which distinguishes their pursuits and em-
ployments throughout life, is that which ignorance alone has given, and which
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education only can suffice to remove, Iivery one 15 well aware that the
education of woman is here systematically neglected, She is not brought to
taste those refinements of learmng, which her enlightened ristera in Britain
tto so amply enjoy. The untutored state of her mind is discovered in the cir-
cumstances of the narrowness of lher ideas;, the limited sphere of her un-
derstanding, her attachment to absiurd EEremf}niEs, her exclusive devoted-
ness to the duties of the kitchen, and Lier extreme bigotry to notions and
prejudices, the folly of which she inight easily have been bronght to conceive.
Access to every sclid information is shut against her. She is allowed no
pleee 1n enlightened society, noshare in lltcﬂry or scientific discussions. In
fuct she is mmpable of both, She vrows as o mere tlutterer in the passing
sunshine — a sordid drundge, whose plans and schemes are only confined tn
her present state and her domestic concerns, and never extending bevoud the
narrow walls of the kitchen, The history of her life presenis a scene wholily
diversiticd by domestic quarrels, sn;qum‘rmnq fears, trifing ceremonies, &ec.

At the crowing of the cocl does she tise up in the mon ning, busies herself
with the affairs of the kitchen, ealls her domesties to assist et in their man-
arement, disputes with them as to the prices at which articles nocessavy
for domestic purposes are sold, sometimes furiously heating them, but often a-
busing and gnashing at them, it ever they should question her dlltllﬂl‘lt}‘ 11t
Bupﬂrmtemimﬁr them, or fail in properly executing her little commissions,
Then kindling the fire, she sita unremittingly h]ﬂWIIlﬂ' it, till she is fativued and
half'smothered in the smoke, During the afternoon she explaing in detail the
operations of the morning to her fellow - mates who go to her from motives of
friendship or from some Qper‘m‘ calls of duty — te]]mtr them how scrupulous-
Iy in the morning did she attend to the business of the kitchen, what great ex-
ertion of skill and perseverance did it cost her to arrange neatly the articles
connected with her domestic employment, how vlmlartly was she engaged in
detecting in her servants any degree of inattention, want of diligence, or the
slightest deviation from the prescnbed rules m—cumpi*un] g to them of the
faithlessness of herservants in executing her orders, and of the frequent broils
in which she was obliged in the morning to engage with them, and by which
her sleeping lord in his bed was disturbed -ﬂ—f.{}ﬂﬂ]_} dwelling upon 1ke char-

acter of her husband — applawding his zeal in complying with all her favorite
inclinations, and in endeavouring to contribute to gratify them, admiring his
vigour and resolution in opposing difficulties and dangers, praising b for
his ardoar in gaining money and his economeial diligence insaving it.  She
does not stop here ; she goes on oxplaining to her fellows the different ceremo-
nies which are genemlly observed 1 her house, and the enormous expenses
nsually expended upon them, the peculiar tastes and views which cliara cterize
her ale friends in the family, the thousand ties of relationships by whieh
she 18 connected with several other people of her own caste, the cares and
anxieties with which her mind is engrossed as to the advancement of her own
and her husband’s interests, and as to the promotion ofher children’s weifare
and prosperity, the dlfﬁcultm% which she has to encounter 1n the accomplish-
ment of her particular objects in view, the inquiries which she has instituted
into the nature and character of the families with which she has the inten-
tion of connecting her daughter or son by way of marriage, the compliances
by which she encouraged the demands of some for either, or the refusals by
which she discountenanced those of others. Onthese topics she loves to ex-
patiate with peculiar interest and delight. While she is occupied as she
generally is with her household duties, she now and then calls out her daugh-
ters who may be otherwise engaged, 'bids them lend her their assistance in
looking over anid Bupermtendmg the different concerns of her family, taking
every 1::']:-}:-131*111_1111t}r to mstruct them in all houschold duties, and to acquaint
them with their right nature and character ; advising them to imitate her own
skill and zeal in mapaging the affairs ot the ‘kitchen: : and thus endeavouring to
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ualify them for ali the necessary duties of a woman so as to make of them
egoid wives wlien they shall have been married, or if already married, when
thieir marriages, shall have been econsummated. She directs her danghter-in
law, who s always in dread of ber, to arrangc peatly the several articles of the
domestic economy, to ohserve sirictly the several ceremonies which she may
be called upon to perform, and to attend seriously to the numerous affairs of the
kitchen, She is engaged in acutely discovering in her the shightest degree of
mattention to the oeneral business of the house, the smallest symptoms of re-
missness or negicet to the dutieg connected with her situation, or the fewest
instances of deviation from the rules by which she ought to guide hersclf.
She narrowly watches her conduet and sometiines her principles. She scolds
her severely if she should ever go amies in her duties. She abuses or beats her
when she happens to do wrong, though her intentions were quite pure and -
nocent. If she perceives in her any want of docility, of inattention to herown
commands, shie thunders forth all the falminations or reproach against the peor
simpleton and even threatens the certainty of her being separated fromn her
own husband ; she spends some of her tiine in making new bargans for the
use of herself and of the fumily iu general. She occasionally recounts in her
mind the several expenses she went through during the day, and unable et-
ther to write or calculate, she frequently repeats them so as easily torecollect
them, and render a proper account of them to her husband in the evening. She
15 2lso too much engrossed with the thoughts of some ceremony to be observ-
ed in her own house, and the several different circuimstances which may be
connected with it. Custom dictates a circulation of notice to that effect
among her friends and relations. She therefore invites them to attend and
witness the performance of the ceremony, and enjoy the opportunity which it
micht afford them of gratifying their frivolons tastes, and amusing their wrong
fancies. Thisshe does through the hands of her danghrers, For thig purpose,
che dresses them in rich clothes, decks their bodies with ornaments, and en-
deavours to heighten their personal beanty witk all the charms of artificial
decorations -— requisites without which they are aptto be overlooked and des-
pised by all.  She then gazes at them for some time with a significant stare,
minately observing cvery part of their dress and ornaments, and trying to
mind every fault she might discover as to neatness orregularity, Thus feed-
ing her own vanity, she calls out a few of her fellow mates in the neigh-
bourhood to see the young girls, and lo admire her own skill and judg-
ment which she has displayed in so dressing them wp., Equipped in
such grandeur, the youny girls prepare to set out in exeenting the com-
inission of their mother, inviting all her friends and relations whom she
may wish to attend on her. Their gilded trappings and glittering ornaments
attract every ¢ye as they pass along. At home the blessed mother is busily
engaged in making every neceesary preparation for the reception of women,
whom she hasinvited to attend on tire ceremony at her house, She recetves
them with all that gentleness and mildness peculiar te her sex, and seating
them on a carpet or cloth spread for the purpose, administers to them every
kind of ceremanial service which relizion or custom has rendered necessary,
and dismisses them with presents of plates laden with fruits and flowers as
the reward of their courtesy. Thus is the elder female of the family eccupi-
ed during tiie whole course of the day. In the evening again she prepares
herself to repeat the same round of experiments at her kitchen which she per-
formed there in the morning, never allowing any important consideration to
engross her mind but the gratification of some present hinour or fancy, and
scarcely ever thinking of the duties she owes to God and to hey fellow crea-
tures, and of the consequences which their performance or neglect would
bring about. So much for families of the higher orders of natives! With
regard, now, to those of the lower orders, there is much, however, calculated
to excite pity. The elderly female there, is subjected to all the privations and
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miseries as it were of a life of servitude. She submits on all ocessions and
under all circumstances to a routine of severe burdensome toils, and laborioua
duties, fetigue and labour quite exhaust her ; she is denied that ease and
comfort which are the portion of the blessed female of the higher families.
She does not possess much money, and therefore she lacks that ambitious
spitit which her fellows moving in higher spheres display in gilded trap-
pings or shining ornaments. She cheerfully submits herself to every vari-
ety of mechanical work wherever she can find it. Not unlike her own hus-
band, when she has fully accomplished her household duties in all simplici-
ty — contrested with that pomp and dignity which mark the conduct of the
haughty female of the other family ~- she wuails on her toils without doors.
Rarely is she found working within during the greater part of the day. She
goes to the neighbouring house of some wealthy individual, and there
accepts some piece of work or other for some petty means of subsistence.
If we enter the house of a wealthy native, we should there see one of these
low-bred females attending at some petty work — one en aged in grind-
ing the rice at the mill — another in winnowing corn of different kinds and
reducing it to powder — one attending on some sick individual of the
farmly, and ministering unto him all the services which it is her duty to ren-
der to him — another waiting as a mid-wife on some childbed woman, help-
ing her weak body to rise out of her bed and lie on it again, leading her
from one place to another by bolding her hand or supporting her onthe back,
washing her body, dressing her, cleaning the clothes of her child, and
performing a variety of diverse duties in connection with her peculiar
employment, with & well-grounded hope of meriting some good reward.
Some of these lower classes of women again go to some distant jungle
with hachets and knives in their hands, cut down the wood from some
tree, or the grass that grows carelessly under foot, tie them up in bundles
and carry them home to serve as fuel within their kitchen-walls, or as prov-
ender to the catile, which most of them are in the habit of rearing., And it
19 needless to observe that this truth does every day obtrude itself upon our
notice In the circumstance of many of these poor wretches, being seen car-
ryin% such heavy burdens on their shoulders through our streets. Some again
are busy on the farm of their husbands, assisting them ia all their farmin

operatiens, ploughing the ground, breaking the clods, and sowing the seed,
Some go to the market and there expose a variety of articles for sale -— many
of these wretched females are seen busily engaged under the bright san
in working at the foundation of some building to be raised on it, or the
erection of some new road at the expense of the state, — some in breaking
down stones and reducing them to powder for giving strength and consist-
ency 1o our streets, and others in watering them in commen with their hus-
bands. Many are seen busy at some of the different manufactures through.
out this country. Not a few are seen bearing heavy stornes or earth in
baskets over their heads from one corner of the town to the other. Groups
of these females are beheld, as evening advances or morning dawns, passing
through the streets, each having an earthen pail in her hand, and gomg to
some distant well to draw out water for the use of their family. Their labour
indeed during the greater part of the day, as we have already remarked, is
exceedingly great and tiresome. It may even snmetimes unnerve the ener-
gies of the mightiest arm that ever wielded a sword. All of them are indeed
engaged in enployments, which, as they are diversified, are extremely intri-
cate and burdensome. Yet they are satisfied to endure every kind of hard-
ship, provided they find their labour rewarded with & sufficient return. Man
must eat by the sweat of his brow, But that gentleness, that flexibility of
disposition, and that unsuspiciousness of temper, which are the characteris-
tic virtues of woman, mark her out as a being fit only for those kinds of em-
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Hard and laborious mechanical duties, which the circumstances of her sitoa-
tion in this country seem to enjoin upon her. In the case, however, under
consideration they appear in fact to do work in place of men. ‘They carry
heavy burdens on their shoulders for a distance of ‘miles together, as well 1o
the burning heat of summer as in the severe cold of winter. They are com-
pelled in short to submit to every kind of laborions and difficult work., But
fet me not be understood by ttiese few observations to-insinuate that woman
should not work at all. She must; and it is her duty — yet not in that de-
gree and manner in which-she is here obliged to work. We would shertly
notice the effect of this on the-children: of their family, We have seen that
both the parents are employed at their respective toils out of doors during-
" the hours of the day.. And the circumstances of the cese render it necessa-
ry. Thus then the children of the family are often left away without that
fll measure of superintendence which is needed for their welfare. Whether
the parents are fit to give the needed superintendence or not, ig questionable.
Even though the mother instead of her being occupied sbroad, were at home,.
yet we are aware of few instances in which children have received-much be-
nefit from her immediate and affectionate watchfuiness. Still the look of a
mother is some, if not & great, restraint on the wayward youths; however una-
ble she may be to exercise her due authority over them, DBut when the cis-
cumstances of the family, as in this case, preclude the possibility of her be-
ing at home to watch the growth of their tender minds, the depravity of the
yonng children acquires then & full play. Both parents are out of doors.
the hands of both, whereseever they may be, are fuil of toils; they arc
taking their parts in providing for their daily bread,—- poor souls! There:
athome, a different scene is observed. Instead of domestic endearment or
instraction, which but for the immediate watchfulness: of the parent] would
not be so grievously neglected, there is now nothing but what serves to
nurse the youths in- almost unceasing animosity and braw}l, The children
are left to themselves-without that control or superintendence, which must
needs be exercised over them, — they run about iu the streeta with all the
wantonness of freedom. They are there exposed to the hurtfol changes-of’
the wenther : their morals are there exposed to comtamination;they there
listen to the language of profaneness; they are confirmed in all the wildness
of insubordination and disobedience, — and their whole character is tainted’
by practices which they onght never to -know, and from which they ought
ever carefully to be far removed. This; my dear reader, is no exaggeration.
It iz a statement of plain truth.

(3 We shall new notice the several employments and duties of native
girls both of the higher and lower classes, in referenee to their connechion
with the family of their parents. First, in-reference to the higher clagses. L
There seems to be; as it were, a regular system of the division of labour ob-
served in HindG: families. Certain duties are: perfermed by young girls,
and others are left exclusively to the disposal of the elder females. Be
kmown that we refer to families of the higher classes of natives. When, in
the morning, the necessary articles are brought by the servants, it is the bus-
iness of the youug girls to observe and examine them. One of them selects
a certain quantity of those things brought from the market, washes and cleans
them, cuts them if necessary, arranges them neatly, and upon every prepara-
tion being made, presents them-in order to her old mother who 1s engaged in
blowing the fire and kindling the flame withrher kitchen walls, Another
prepared a like thing in the same manner, and follows the example of the for-
mer. Another girl prepares ito assist the mother in her management of the
affairs’ of the kitchen, displaying her activity by ranmng from one corner of
the kitchen to the other, to please her old mamma, readily banding to her any
thing which may be placed without her reach, expertly cleaning some ves-
sels. that must be employed in the business of cooking, skilfully. blowing the
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fire herself if her mother be fatigued and exhausted, and doing every thing
that she can possibly do for her mother by way of helping her in the nap-
egement of her domestic concerns, and lightening the oppressive load of
those duties and affairs by which she is always overburdened, In the midst
of all this process, their eyes are filled with smoke, the watery humour is
trickling dewn their nose, the hand is occasionally seen wiping the face,
drying the eyes, and cleaning the nostrils. Time gradually runs on ; and the
mother and the yeung girls, as they proceed on with their duties at the kit-
chen, observe and watch its flight. A word is sent through some domestic of
the hoamse to the father who may then be superintending the concerns of his
Aamily, and to the young boys who rmay be playing in the streets, or ma
fhave just returned from their schools, intimating to them all that the time is
full, the breakfast isready, and they must be prepared for receiving it. The
mother gives the «command, and in cbedience to it, the young girls who are
always ready to please their old mamma, at once cry out the names of their
papa, and younger brothers with a voice peculiarly tender. |

We will however, by the way, give a brief sketch of the operations
in which the male portion of the family are engaged at this part of the
dey, before they zo abroad to their duties,and leave the females at home
to thenselves. The father and the boys take to their bath and then engage
themselves in their religious exercises in a room set apart for the pur-
pose, rubbing their foreheads, hands, and ‘breasts, before they commence
their operations, with some white powder sanctified in the shastras, mug-
‘tering seme holy words taught to them by their priests, and, when in
this manner they fulfil their devotional duties, repairing to the eating
room which 18 always close by the kitchen walls, which do not prevent
‘the smoke within from going without and giving to the males who are quite
unaccustomed to it, much irritation and snnoyance. The mother working
in the kitchen, or the young girl assisting her, then serves up to them the
yneals emnther in plates of some metal er on convenient leaves of some plant,
as circumstances might permit. The boys and the o}d man their father,
-on eating their food, and washing their hands and meuths, and going through
a certain round of ceremontes that their own habits or custom may have ren-
dered necessary, put on their clothes, and hasten to their respective duties,
he to his office, those to their schools. Now all matters connected with the
houschold business are left to the exclusive disposal and management of the
leading females in the family. The young girls now resort to their particu-
lar amusements, living in the house ef their own parents, where every one is
disposed to regard their faults with a smile of complacency and to correct
them only with a gentle reproof, meving ina circle where all those by whom
they are surrounded are bound to them by a mutugl sympathy of habits and
manners, and forming parts of the family where Lthey are guided in all their
operations by a veluntary impulse of their own will, rather than the dictate
of obligation, where they have mno settled object toaiiu at, or no particular
avocations to be engaged im, and where the idea of their whole happiness
consists only In the good disposition of their parents towards them, and their
wishes, they seek only afler amusement as the chief element of their present
happiness, and find it in every thing that is variety. They engage them-
seives differently. Some are busily employed in weaving their little play-
things in wreaths of flowers, some in ornamenting them in various ways,
according as ther humour or fancy might direct them, suvme in buy-
ing new toys eor pew playing-things and carefully laying them in store te
serve for the use -of the children tzimy expect to be after blessed with.
This circumstance shows their. love of marringe end the extreme an-
xtety they indulge for being possessed of children, and having it in their
power of administering varioug ceremmonies consequent upon their birth,
and the several succeeding periods-of their lives. -Some of them are found
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busy with their needles, sewing cioths belonging to themselves, as well as
those belonging to the rest of the femily. A few of them, we are happy to
declare, seem to have arrived at such perfection in this art, that all the fe-
males, if not the male portion of the family to which they belong, guite dis-
pense with the necessity of employing tailors. Clothes of their workman-
ship cover the limbs of many of their relations and friends, especially of their
own sex: and they are often so nicely made that the rude hand of the tailor
can easily be distinguished. The author hag to boast of having a sister
whose skill in this interesting art once rendered her an honour to the family
of her parents, snd now makes her the most nseful member of that of her
husband. This part of their employment is certainly the most interesting,
and so far as the state of our present families is concerned, the most honora-
ble. And well might we exclaim with a most didtinguished writer, who
observes in reference to the employment of ladies, that * whenever chance
brings within my observation a knot of young ladies busy at their needies,
[ cousider myseif as in the school of virtue, and thongh [ have no extraor-
dinary skill m plain work or in embrouery, I look upon their operations
with as much satisfaction as their governess, because I regard them as pro-
viding a security against the most dangerous snares of the soul by ena-.
bling themselves to exclude idlenesa from their solitary motments,” and so on,
But unhappily, the case is such that these girls of the native farailies who
may have acquired any degree of proficiency in this interesting art, are few
compared with multitudes of them, who are often engaged in several frivo-
lous and unworthy pursuits; yet these few are not free from the faults of
others, no less are they given up to those absurd and unprofitable ceremonies
which always occupy the attention of those around them. No less are they
wrapt up in notions ofthe importance and necessity of those ceremonies a8
giving life and interest to the objects of the family circle, Many of Lhem
even renounce this kind of employment as a vain drudgery, and do not un-
frequently unite themselves with others in the observance of foolish ceremo-
nies, and in idle amusements. Indeed the time of native girls upon the
whole, is wmiserably spent. They are often engaged in unnecessary cer-
emonies, in useless rivalries, in vain meddling with others’ matters, in idle
talking, and petty fraunds., 'The marriages of their fellow-mates, and the
features, manners, and dispositions of their hushands, the money which
the parents of the pariies spent in their marriage, the ornaments be-
stowed upon the bride by the parents of the bridegroom, and the articles
of furniture given in exchange to the latter by the parents of the for-
mer, and various other circumstances connected with their marriage cer-
emony, form the subjects of their talk, laughter, wnd amusement. They
insist upon their parents to get them married to seme one or other whom
they think fit, to prepare some golden ormaments for them, that they
might the better be able to shine in the little society of their feilow-
mates, to purchase for their use some varieties of cloths, and to do sall
those things for them which might please their own taste or amuse their
own fancy. Few girls might be seen reading some religious book or hearing
with attentive ear some moral instructions which a plons guest may hap-
pen to give them. They mistake his instructions for the ont-breakings
of some maduness or religious enthusiasm, and reward his attempts with
mockery and laughter, which the better informed may have regarded with
reverence. — When some particular religions ceremony takes place “in
their house, the young girls are occasionally employed in singing seme
interesting rhymes during some hours of the day and night, and by takin
large swings in a sort of cradle hung up for the purpose. They sing indee
in such sweet and delightful tones as almost wholly to ravish the ear. “-Jovial
and gay in their disposition they often intermix and enliven their songs
with humorous wits, which they aim at some one amongst themselves, of
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whom they intend to make a sport. And this they manage so dexterous-
ly aad in such an appropriate manner as perfectly to make their song adapt-
ed to the case of the person against whom they thus point their wits, They
then take a share in the ceremonies going on around them. They make
certain vows and resolutions in imitation of the elder females of the family,
under some supposed difficnlty or inconvenience. They observe certain
fusts and go through a routine of numerous other ceremonies which afford
them excessive delight and interest. They engage themselves in such
frivolous kinds of pursuits, not so much from a sincere religions feeling
being awake in their minds, as with the view of deriving some amusement
or employment from them. Thus they allow the hours of the day to pass
away. At night having worked for some time in the kitchen es they had
done there in the morning under the superintendence of the mother, they
then assemble fogether, taik, laugh, mock, sing, and perform their eurious
trifies, even in the presence of their elders, without dread of punishment, or
the fear of any one reproving their wild outbreakings, or checking their in-
temperate mirth, The father passes by them, heedless of their trifles.
Knowing that they are but the temporary residents in his family and that
they can have no other opportunity of indulging their humours so freely,
when the restraints of fethers and mothers-in-law shail have been imposed
upon them, he never discountenances them in their free gambols, but rather
contributes to multiply eircumstances which would warrant their indulgence
in their aports. ‘The look of the mother is always smiling upoun them, she
takes peculiar interest in their amusements of which the father seems to have
no 1dea, Freed from her domestic affairs and the concerns of the kitchen,
she even occasionally participates in their gay amusements, and their pleas-
ing trifies, The want of gaiety in her danghter she mistakes for a natural
stupidity or daliness: and her who displays such a disposition she quite de-
spises, and bestows upon her only a sparing measure of her regard and es-
teem. She likes those much who display all possible vivacity and mirth
in their sports and amusements, Her face beams upon them with favour and
delight. A few expressions of her approbation as evidenced by her words
or countenance, afford them sufficient encouragement in their trifling exer-
cises and frivolous amusements. .
But we should never think that this miserable state of affairs will alway

remain nnaltered. We have cheering hopes of better days to come;and
better changes may we then see! Our girls are capable of being consid-
erably raised in the scale of intellizence, if right discipline be observed with
regard to them. Trivial circumstances develope great latent gening. And
instances are not few, trifling as they are, whick go to prove that our girls
possess minds not inferior to those of the most talented, and capable of the
hghest degree of cultivation. Their simpiest amusements display to us the
force of their talents. We have already remarked, in the preceding sen-
tences, with reference to the proficiency acquired by some of them In the
art of sewing and to their petty excellent workmanships, which indeed do
the highest credit to their judgment and skill. Now tbere is another kind
of employizent eqnally harmless and interesting, which indeed sets forth
their talents to the best advantage. This employment may be called rather
occasional than daily; for it 1s engaged im, only during some part of the
year., What we mean, shall be evident from the following brief description
of it. Some time previous to the Dasara and DewAili, the two great festi-
vals of the Hind(s, young girls are seen employed every evening in our na-
tive towns in drawing out various lines and figures, first with white powder
and then filling the vacant spaces with other colouring powders of different
descriptions on smal] elevated pieces of ground prepared for the purpose and
attached closely to the veranda of their houses, and they always acquit them-
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‘power to say that their performances diaplay forth their skill and abilities in
the most prominent light.* The curiosity of every man on this subject will
‘be satisfied by hia taking a short trip after snn-set in our native towns,
when numbers of those interesting young girls are found employed in their
busy manipulation out of doors under the cool shade of the advancing
eve, It 18 indeed a most delightful spectacle to observe a parcel of
these young native girls busily engaged in their harmless [7] employments
in the open air during these calm hours. Their beaatiful round faces,
blooming with the red blushes of modesty and beaming with intelligence,
remind the spectator of those rosy blushes, which tinge the yonder
sky, and excite the most pleasing vibrations in his heart, as if he were
really transported to the seats of the heavenly angels, Would to God that
such interesting beings, gifted so richly by nature but Jepraved so miserably
by custom alone, were removed far away from a state in which they cannot
live long without being exposed to the moral contamination which reigns a-
round, and were brought up in & family whence the clouds of superstition and
ignorance have been dispelled by the irradiating heams of knowledge, and
where the blessings of education continue to shed their benignant lustre on
all around, ?

3. The remarks we have just made, the reader must be aware, refer to the
families of the higher classes. With regard to those of the lower ranks, noth-
ing worthy of mention occurs. The girls belonging to those families are not
so merrily employed as girls of the higher classes. They do not buy new toys
and adorn them with various ornaments like their fellows in the other families.
They have no fine cloths to sew. They are not so careful about attending te
different ceremonies, for they have no meney to discharge the expenses attend-
ing them. They practise no singing, for they are so far removed from the
polish and refinement of the higher classes, as never to have been able to ac-
quire a. taste for that art. They draw out no kanas, { likathe girls of higher
families, and if few of them do so, their performance is the rudest of its kind.
They interchange no presents among one another as the others. 1nfact they
are engaged in no interesting employment during the hours of the day. From
some instances, however, it appears that their whole ampsement consists in
& few slight skirmishes with their brothers or their mothers, in picking apa
few small stones, playing with them, and throwing themaway, or in collect-
Ing some quantity of earth, mowstening it with water, end making some fancy
work of 1t. Amusement js found in variety, and variety is procured by money ;
whereas these girls are brought up amidst wantand poverty — yes, they are
nursed up In seenes of animosity and brawls, which are the unexceptionable
characteristics of their families. Theirs is no amusement — theirs is rather a
hard troublesome work., With their poor wretched mothers, they wait on
their toils out of doors, and submit again at home to the duties of the kitchen,
ﬁnvyf_i‘ng the lot and enjoyment of their fellows moving in the higher circles
of life,

10. We now propose to give a brief sketch of the ceremonial part of Hindé
marrwges, Their nature, the manner in which they are formed, and the effects
resulting from them, will be treated of separately, in the following pages of
this essay. Such is the desire prevailing in HindG parents with regard to
the marriage of their children, that o say the least of it, the children are be-
trothed while yet they are in the womb of their parents. Inthat case, should
the 1ssues be of opposite sex as expected, the betrothment is confirmed by
the parents, or if the matter turn out the reverse, the question is dropped. In most
cases, however, girls are betrothed to hoys while they both are yet infants, and

* We allade to the drawing of what are Kanas. |

t The art of drawing figures and lines on somme clean spots of ground prepar-
+d for the narpore. 2z ahave noticed
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nearly of the same age with but aslight difference of years,  The mother of
the girl prides har upon the circumstance, that her daughter has obtained athus-
band at such an early age. She frequently invites her son-in-law to her
house for dinner, confers on him some little presents, and sende him home:
with a servant to lead him, or asks his consent to remain with her and his:
little wife for some daye. Onsome great holy days she sends a few plates -~
some filled with flowers, others with fruits, to the mother of her son-in-law,
and receives a like kind of return from her in acknowledgement of the. pres-
ent which she had sent to her. Thus things move on until at last the day.of
their marriage ceremony is fixed upon by the parents of both parties, after hay-
ing consulted the opinions of their respective priests, in whose hands the pa-
rents of the children are generally like mere tools. The expenses to which
the parents are put on this occasion are enormously great, but they shall be
spoken of particularly by and by. Two or three days previons to the day of
marriage, ceremonies are observed at the respeetive abodes of the hoy and girl,
of the most trifling deseription, which the unbounded rapacity ofthe priests
always multiplies, and the slavish disposition of the parents tacitly counte~
nances. The boy is at his house seated on the ground, his body is rubbed
over with different powders, and washed perfectly clean. He is surrounded by
ell his female relations, who sprinkle water upon him in drops, reciting a few
rhymes in praise of the intended bridegroom. Visitors consisting of females
come from every quarter of the town to witness the joyous scene. 'They all
Lift up their voice In an exalted chorus accompanied by the sounds of music
without, adering and praising the fabled deities whom they suppose as presid-
ing over human affairs, end imploring them to shower down their blessings on:
the boy and the girl throughout the whole of their life after their union, a eiz-
cumstance which points out their deplorable ignorance of the only living and
true God, who is the disposer of all events, and whom they thus exclude from
their supreme regard, and the fatal illusion under which they labour in ren-
dering to beings which have merely an imaginary existence, a superstitious.
homage, quite derogatory to the honour of the only Governor and Preserverof
all things. Well, the officiating priests who administer the ceremonies, im-
pose npon the surrounding superstftious multitude by the solemn grandenrof
their appearance, the sonorousness of their voice; and the hard, unintetigihle
words which they pronounce, The boy is from time to time made to walk up
and down the house to attend at the performance of certain ceremonies, follaw-
ed by females who wash, clean, and dress him, and admipister unto him every
possible service that it is their duty on those days to render. The boy thua un-
dergoesa variety of trifling ceremonies without a moment’s respite. ~ The girl
1s dealt with in the same manner at the house of her parents, as the boy,
surrounded by the same superstitious multitude of females, and oppressed
by the same overburdening number of ceremonies, To-day are invited sll
the relations and friends of the bride and bridegroom, by the pearents
at their respective dwellings, when to-morrow is their wedding day. Every
preparatory or necessary measure i3 at the preceding night so plunned
and arranged by the females of the family, as to bear on the grandeur
of the method in which the great marriage ceremany is intended to be
rformed the mnext day, The female members of the houses .of the
ride and bridegroom entirely abstain themselves from sleep, and they are-
deeply engrossed with all their preparatory engagements during the whole
night. The morning dawns, the trumpet sounds, the drums beat, and
the music commences at both the houses. The priests attend, the parents
of the boy and girl are dressed most sumptuously and preside at the admin-
istration of the ceremonies passing before their view, A great sacrifi-
cial fire is erected in the wmiddle of the house by the priests, who on the
plausible ground of religion, impudently and unceremoniously consume many
useful articles of the parents in the great devouring element racine in the-
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centre. This fire is counsidered as forming the most essential part of the
whole ceremony of that day. About sunset numbers of people, all con-
gisting of relations and friends, attend at the house of the bridegroom. The
boy is equipped in the most magnificent apparel, decorated with the most
glittering ornaments of gold, and ihe most brilliant jewels. Long wreaths
of beautiful and elegant flowers are wound round about his head,and
thrown over his shoulders, flowing down his feet. He is then seated
on a horse, the most sumptuously equipped, & cocoanut covered with tinfoil
is put into his hands, the trumpets sound forth their echo in the sir, music
is set to work, the drums beat, a perfect concert flourishes, and a most
splendid procession follows, The whole procession stops as it comes
within a short distance from the house of the bride. The horse of the bride-
groom, who 18 still riding on 1ts back, steps onward in front of-the door
of the bride’s house, A curious and unmeaning ceremony then follows,
which might seem almost to mock a stranger. There goes first the brother
of the bride and squeezes an ear of the still riding bridegroom. He
meets with his reward, carrying off a splendid dress which the parents of
the bridegroom bestow upon him. Then steps on the mother of the bride
in her splendid apparel with an arthi * in her hand, which she moves
about the face of the bridegroom and gives him some sweatmeat to taste
a little of it. She meets with her reward too for all her trouble. Then
follows the father-in-law with a majestic pace, a piece of cloth held over
his head as he moves on and offering some sweatmeat to the lad, carries
him on his arms into the house,and places himon a chair, The bride is
brought forward, covered all over with gold and silver, and placed hefore
the boy. Another ceremony equally ridiculous with the former attracts the
notice of an observer. It i1s that upon whose issue the marriage-knot of
the pair does substantiaily depend. A shawl is interposed between the
bride and the bridegroom. The reverend priests commence pronouncing
their hallowed benedictions and prayers. The intervening shaw! is still
held suspended between the pair. Perfect silence reigns throughout. Every
[E:Esent. soul remains in breathless expectation of the 1ssue of the ceremony,

very eve is rivetted on the boy and girk® Every ear is given to the words
of the priests who pour out their beredictions and prayers in the loftiest
straing of their hollow voice. All of a sudden the reverend priests stop.
The hands clap. The intervening curtain drops. The drume, the tomtoms,
the pipes, the trumpets make their mingled roar. The bridegrcom puts a
string of black beads round about the bride’s neck. It is this string which
binds up as it were their marriage- knot proving a sufficient guarantee for
the bridal fidelity, and a satisfactory vouchsafe to that devoted service which
the wife is enjoined to owe to her husband through life. The bride and the
bridegroom are thus united together from that moment by the flimsy cord of
mere ceremony, which shall be broken by the fiery edge of passion, as the
thread of tallow is broken by the flame of a burning candle. Yet rejoicings
ensue. 'The female voice is exerted in the loftier and swecter notes, Joy
beams forth in the eyes of the parents, and lights up the countenance of the
married conple. Warm and cordial embraces are matusily interchanged bet-
ween the parents of the married children on the one hand, and their relations
and friends and visitors on'the other. 'The money and cocoa-nuts and beetle-
nuts are distributed among the Brahmans and visitors and strangers and men
of all descriptions, ‘T'he bride and the bridegroom are then seated on a horse
whose gandy accoutrement vies with the gilded trappings of the riders npon
its. back. They are followed by a most splendid procession to the house of
the latter—the bridegroom. Many other ceremonies follow one another in
uninterrupted succession for several weeka together. The bridegroom is
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most cerermoniously invited to the house of the bride immediately on the
next day to observe the continuation of their nuptial ceremonies. There
the young boy and girl ure made to sit together and permitted to pass away

8 few hours in some interesting trifles, to which custom has given the ap-
pearance of importance, The eating leaves are rolled in small cylindrical

parcels. A few of them are given to thesdoy, a few to the girl. Their fe-

maie friends surround them both on all hands. The girl is advised secretly

by & friend who sits beside her to catch one of the pieces strongly in her

teeth at one of its ends, allowing the longer end to remain withoat. 'The

boy assisted by a like friend on his side, puts out his mouth, and bites off
the outer end of the rolled piece of leaf. Thus, indeed, after the wedding
ceremony i3 entirely over, multitudes of several other vain, trifling and

unnecessary ceremonies do still continue; without interruption, to be oh-

served for a succession of days, weeks, and months, as if they were calcu-

lated to keep up the fading grandeur and interest of the past, great, ruptial
ceremony. And those ceremonies are indeed of such endless varieties
that an enumeration of them would be a niere waste of paper. Those that we
have adverted to, can well suffice to give to the general reader an idea of
their extreme absurdity, and the unnecessary waste of time and money

which their observance invelves. Butit often happens that when the cere-
monies in which the native females so fondly indulge themselves, interfere
with the pressing duties and caliings of the males, the latter alwvays demur
as to the unnecessary length to which the women are anxious of carrying
the ceremonies, and as to the vain expenses of money to which they léad.
Hence sounds of discord and contention are heard in our family mansions

on these occasions, which a right view of the subject would have entirely
prevented, Here, discontent marks the brows of the old niother, there
the eyes of the old father flame with anger, 'Thus a damp is thrown on the
excited spirits of all the females of the family, who ere-while lingered un-

consctously amid the scenes of their favourite ceremoties. It is not, however,
our business here to descant on a vast number of other trifling ceremonies be-
sides those we have noticed, which-even for a considerable time afier the prin-
cipal ceremony of marriage is performed, do not still cease to be observed in
our families, * Custom, unconguerable custom, sits however lofty on the throne
of ignorance, and bids all defiance to the prejudices or notions of particular
individuals,

I1. I shall here advertlo the treatment of the newly-married son-in-law by
the parents and relations of his wife. The boy immediately after his nuptial
ceremony is over, 18 occasionally invited to attend by his father or mother-in-
law at some feast held, or sume other ceremony observed at their house,
At every visit which he thus pays to his wife’s house, he receives presents
consisting of clothes, fruits, or sweet-meats at the hands of his wife's parents.
His treatment at the house of his wife by her relations while he is yet young,
and Lis marriage has as yet lately taken place, is made to adapt itself to the
circuwnstances of the time or occaston in which he happens to be present
before them. When on some merry day or some great festival, he is invited
to attend at his father-in-law’s house, notwithstanding every necessary honor
and reward conferred upon him by the parents of his wife, he is not allowed
to pass away without being treated by the other members of the family in
any manner which their own present humour or fancy might dictate to
them. Several young girls, and even elderly females surround him on all
sides, gazing at him with eager attention, making remarks on his features,
disposition, and dress, whispering into one another’s eurs the probability

* A most intelligent native writer in his essay on Female Education has
dwelt at sufficient length on the ceremony of Padar and others of a kindred

nature to which we mean to allude.
5
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of hig rising to fume and distinction in future, a8 if they counld read his for-

eane in his physiognomy, flattering him at frst with some small praises,’
presenting forward some sweat-meat for nm 1o eat, or some water to drink,

describing in bis face the proportions cof his wife's body, the featares of
her countenance, the pecullar tastes whieh distingunish her, the ornaments

of which she is very fond, and thg amusements in which she loves most to

indulge, and telling kim to be kind and favourable towards her in spite of

a1l the aversions and opposing views whieh his ather retations muy have

seainst her, This zeal on the part of the relations of his wife In acquaint-

iny her husband with al the cirecumstances commected with her, may be

accounted for by considering the want of a free and familiar intercourse

between them which would alone enable the husband s arriving at anv

correct knowledge of his wife’s real character and concerns, But the rela-

tions of the young married girl do not rest contented with this short diseourse

with their son-in-law which is rather to the benefit ofthe air! than their own.

Frey have nit yet attained the enmd which they originally sought after.

They, therefore, now proceed with their trieks with the son-in-law. They

eontrive different plans by which they might amuse themselves with the
married couple. They forcibly drag the young lad into the nresence of
the girl who inetantly hangs down her head on seeing him. They play jokes

apon him, end use with bim every indecent freedom without thinking of
the consequences that might arise, — of the displeasure which their tricks
might naturally give to the hoy, and the prejudices which they might
lead to exist in him against them. Of this, indeed, the girl’s relations
are perfectly insensible, and they therefore persist, though uneonsciously,
in their jokKes and tricks to the fuallest extent of their wishes. DBut when
e is invited at his father in-law’s howse on such days as the Hoti festival,
the liburty which the females of the house, who are always on the alerl to
find some matter for amusement, use with the poor lad, goes beyond i3 due
bounds. 'They then condect with hun 1n a manner highly offensive to
him, and quite incompatible wilh the nature of the relation in which he
stands to them. 'Fhey proceed to tease him na thousand differeat ways.
They rub his face with the red powder and oblige him to rab that of hie
wife with his own hands. They squirt epon his clothes some red fluid
which they prepare beforehand for the purpose. They throw handfuls of
gome red powder gpon him. They then mock it him, langh at him, and amuse
shemselves in various ether ways with him, taking advantage only of his si-
tence and bashfuiness. The girl stares with amazement at such a free and
indecent conduct of her refations towards her young huosband. The mother-
in-law, father-in-law, and brother-in-law, have seldom any direct band in those
proceedings, though they may privately connive at them. They stand all the
while like mute spectators of the foolish play around them, withont atiempt-
ime to check or reprove the free conduct of their relations towards the
poor solitary boy — their son-in-law, Such a frerdom of conduet exhibit-
ed on these fostive occasions with reference to the son-in-law by the rela-
tions of his wife, is rather to be attributed to, and is certainly encouraged
by, the young age of the boy himself. Adult sons-in-laws are seldom treated
with such Iiberty even on oceasions cf festivity and mirth. But instances of
adults being married at the first time are under present eircumstances indeed
very few in the annals of Hindiis in eomparison to the great majority of in~
gtances of the early marriage of children. With regaid to the relation m
which a son-in-law of ary age and under any eircumstances, stands to the fa-
mily of his wife’s parents, a lamentable waut of sociality of intercourse is te
be obaerved between him and the relations of his wife. ’}’rue it 1s,that when~
ever he goes to his wife’s house, be receives all marks of respect fromher pa~
rents, and from all those who mey he related to her.  They rise up as he pa-
ses by them in token of respect, especially the females: but never once throughw
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out ihe whole tensr of his connection with them does en ingtence oceur in
which there exists g friendly and familar intercourse between him and his
mother-in-law or even his father-in-law. Go he may as often asg opportunity
permits, he can never once have the fortune of seeing his wife, far legs of
speaking to her.  While she is at her parents house as well as his own, he
can scarcely ever holl a free couversation with her for foar of shame ; nejther
can he send her a message through « mediator, thereby conveying to heral) the
senttments which he might otherwise have fully communicated to her himselt.,
Written messages are under the circumstance of her Ignorance, impossible ; or
1f possible, the practice might be prohihited by the fear of 21ving riee to hurt-
ful and evil suspicions.  In fact he can hold ne free or friendly intereourse
with any of members of his father-in-law’s famil y. For the mother-in-law te
speak to him orte use any manner of familiarity with him, it is considered n
violation of that modesty which her peculiar relation to her son-in-law, neces-
sariiy enjoins upen her to observe in her condect towards hir, Indeed he
enjoys every respect and regordat his fath r-in-law’s house from all the mem-
bers of the family ; but he enjoys none of those deliyhts which he could have
derived from a Triendly intercoarse wid; them, He is there like a solitary
being left amidst a cirele of those who can scarcely enter intoa real and close
gympathy with his feelings. Those wlo are there, are so miscrably destitute of
every social sentiment towards him, that they scarcely even fully talk to him, or
when they speak to him, speak so spartngly as to seem to number out as it
were their very words. We can li'tle expect to enjoy in a society of sach
individaals, those pleasures and delights which free and mutual lnterchange
of ideas is calculated to afford. He is there left to shift for himself, We
might easily believe, that from their peculiar relation to him, they may have
his good sincerely at their heart; but it js difficult to take it for granted that
they prove it so by their conduct towards him.

l}'nhappy therefore is that native lad, who under BNy clrcumstances, eyen
the most pressing, leaves the family circle of his own parents, and consents
to live among relations of sush descriptien, with whom he can expect to hold
no friendly intercourse, which is so essential to contribute to his real do-
estic enjoyment.  Ere long, however, sad ex perience will tell him that his
is 2 sorry and ill-judged exchange. Indeed the respect and veneration in
which he may be held by a few females of the famil ¥, may be somewhat grati-
fying to him. Want of soclality of intercourse would certainly by him be much
felt there. Butin addition to that, those feelings of respect and esteem which
the male portion of the family might have cherished towards him, begin grad-
waily to diminish. The male portion particularly, ef native families, are more
prone to haughtiness and pride than the other sex, and would therefore bear
Eard the necessity of always paying that homage and respect to their son.in.
daw, which they would willingly have paid him if he were at g distance from
them. They think it hard even fo speak to hiin, and they soon naturally grow
weary of him.  Such is the nature of ‘the treatment which the son-inJdaw
receives at his father-in<law’s house. Thus have we seen that under cireuge
stances In reference to the pative families, nearness tends in no small d 31
to duninish in addition to the want of social Intercourse, that respect ang a4~
teem which they ought to cherish towards the son-in-law, and which distance
may have inspired and kept alive. The wisest pelicy therefore that [ can re-
<ommend & Hindq son-in-law to observe, is never to trust himself to the rela-
tions of kis wife, for by so dong he might subject himself to all the miseries
which want of social intercourse, and consequent diminution of respect, as
has been shown, would entail upon him.  And he shall afterwards have to
look up to that part of bis life which he spent in his father-in-law’s family, as
of .te most miserable kind. These observations we may however remark,
are applicable not to a particular family amongst the Hindfs, but to a}l.of
tham 41niveraally.
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12, The slude, treatment, and characler, of the married girl, ave the next points
which must deserve notice in this place. 'T'he girl, when she gets married,
generally assumes a dignity and grandeur which betoken the wonderful 13-
fluence of the state upon which she has entered, and in the gravity and se-
riousness which now mark uniformly her conversation or her conduct, we dis-
cover the effect of her marriage state, as distinguishable from the pettiness
and frivolity which had characterised her in her other state. After her be-
ing o betrothed or married, she remains a considerable time in the house
of her parents. There does she explain to her mother the detatls of relations
which connect har to the family of her husband, and amuses her with accounts
of those pecaliar habits and dispositions which her short residence in her
husband’s house may have acquainted her with, as having characterised ita
several members., When the household duties are fimshed, and the females
of the family are a little sased from the burden of thetr domestic concerns,
the married girl, with her body decked with ornaments and her hair covered
with flowers, takes a seat with her newly acquired gravity, amongst her sis-
ters and her other fellow mates who look upon her with a stare of wonder-and
admiration which she takes for & compliment to her. She looks on her own
body, prides herself upon the golden ornaments which sorichly adorn it, com-
pares them with those of uthers, and expresszes her ccntempt of them, if her
own be larger and more valuable than theirs. She is under her parent’s roof
free from all domestic concerns. Amusement is her highest idea of hap-
piness, and she can find it in every thing that is variety. She has there
no particular duties to attend to, no particular avocations to follew. Her
time is generally spent in employments which have been adverted to un-
der the head of the amusemenis and employments of girls. She feels
here so easy and so free from a sense of responsibiliy with reference
to any domestic concern of her parents’ house, that nething would seem
to check her happiness except some positive or present harshness, There
indeed is nothing her’s. But scou the scene changes, Time soon flies
away ; circumstances change, and the state of separation 1n which she had
so long remained from her husband, becomes no longer necessary or law-
ful. 1 hope the reader understands what I mean. Sbe grows older, and, hi-
therto quite pure in her actions and intentions, passes, a modest virgin, into
the chatnber of her husband. She now leaves her father’s house and goes
to her husband’s. By the way we shall stop to describe the ceremony which
follows her puberty. The ceremony which goes by the neme of Soln, takes
place on the day in the evening of which she is intended to be united with
the husband, some trivial ceremonies having already been observed on the
preceding days. The whole body of the girl is thickly decked with orna-
ments, her head is covered with a varicty of fragrant flowers, and her limbs
loaded with large heavy bracelets to such a degree as almost to crush her
under their enormous weight. She is scarcely sble to move her hands and
feet freely. The husband is similarly equipped, thongh not to such a degree
of profusion as the wife. They both are then seated on an elevated place.
Dressed in all the elegance of clothes, and decked over with costly orna-
ments, and seated on a lofty place, the happy pair appear the most command-
ing ficures in the house, The first thing which strikes and fixes the atten-
tion i3 the costliness ot the girl’s ornaments. The husband and the wife are
then made to attend to a certain rontine of ceremonies at which the cunning
priests usually officiate, The next thing which fixes the attention is the lond
vocal strains which resound through the wiicle house and heighten the effect
of the imposinz scenes around. Nuomerous women come from every different
corner of the town to witness the merey pair. The ceremony occupies the
whole day, and at night some short ceremonies of & trifling nature being ob-
served, the two youths are united together and left to themselves after a high-
{y formal and mutual introduction. Thenceforth the girl really makes one of
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the body of her husband’s family, and her duties and rights are there now fully
recognised. She is now introduced as it were into a new system of existencée.,
iShe sees new objects around her, and a new order of things gnite different
from that which she used to observe at her parents’house, Every thing here
18 her’s. She now gains some station in life, some object in the avocations of
home. New scenes opento her view, and new duties press upon her notice.
Amusement 13 no longer the object of her pursuit, 'The present hus lost half
its charms in her sight, and cares about her future happiness engross her at-
tention. 8he now lives upon the future. Hope and pursuit are now neces-
sary to the full-grown being. Ail this is true, But she is here subjected to
the tyranny of her husband, father-in-law, and mother-in-law, who have the
power of treating her in any way they choose, Of all the others, she i3 most
under the influence of ber mother-in-taw, who exercises her authority over
her, not only in natters related to household affairs, but even in those which
imvolve her immediate and personal interests. She is there bound ta respect
ell, to cbey all, to rise in their presence, to listen to their commands and di-
higently to exccute them. None ou the other hand respect her, none even
take of her so much notice as to acknowledge any service which it may lie
within her power to render. The goodness of her busband alone can be her
only hope amidst circumstances of such a gloomy description, Butifhe be
unprincipled and violent, asis often the case, her misery is beyond conception.
She then labours under a most heavy curse that can ever in her life befall her,
for the happiness of her existence depends upon her husband., She is reject-
ed, despised, scarcely spoken to, and beaten by him, and even under circum-
stances of an extraordinary nature deprived of all participation of his bed it-
gelf. She s smitten with despair. She is obliged to submit tamely and silent-
ly to all the horrors of his despotic sway, which the unhappy circumstance of
her marriage with him has ulone conferred upon itm.  Siie 18 not only there
subjected to the tyranny of father and mother-in law and her husband, she is
aiso subjected to the tyranny of fashion. She takes her meals in the same
plate in which her husband nay have previously dined without taking a clean
one for herself. She sometiumes washes and cleansthe vessels which may be
rendared any way useless for the purpo=es of the kitchen., She often cleans
those spots of ground where all the members of the family may have previous-
Iy dined by covering them with a thin wash of cowdung, She isthen burden-
ed the whole day with domestic concerns in which she 1sso busily engaged
as scarcely to beable to obtain a moment of relief. She is regulaied in her
neat management of them by her mother-in-law, who always keeps a watchful
eye over her conduct, She is indeed like a mean homely drudge, who does
what she 13 bid to do, without any reflection or judgment on her own part. She
must have some eldesly and experienced female of the family to guide her even
in the simplest operation of the kitchen; for otherwise she 1s Likely to be
crushed beneath the oppressive weight of household duties which might
wholly devolve upenher, She ts there always puzzled and confounded, and :s
at a loss to know what to do.

Neither does she prove, such as she is, an easy and usefu] compantonte het
husband., She has received no education which could enable her to discharga
with judgment and skill the most important duties of her husband’s family,
or to asgist him in any difficult part of his undertakings. Her views are not
sufficiently enlarged by education, and her feelings arc not directed by it intoa
proper channel, The girl had indeed the best opportunities of improving her-
self under her parents’roof. She had much time at her command and few
cares to vex or disturb her., If she had then employed her leisure hours in
storing her mind with useful knnwledge, and directed her attention with full
advaniage to subjects which enlarge and strengthen the understanding, and
counteract the influence of petty cares, she would now have proved not only
a useful but an agreeable companion to her hugband. But her time, instead of
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being so usefuily employed, wag lamentably wasted in the performance of un-
necessary ceremontes, inidle amusements, in vain rivalries, or in uselcas med-
dling with some neighbour’s affairs. With such tastes and inclinations, she
goes to her husband when the proper season arrives, Little wonder then
i1s there that she does not in many cases prove an easy companion to her hus-
band, Her mirdis full of those childish impressions and prejudices which
ehe had received under her paternal roof, and which now become fixed prinei-
ples of her reasoning and conduct, 'The names of parents, of relations and
of home ,strengthen her bigotry to those notions or sentiments which she
may have received in their company,and the absurdity of which she might
have been easily brought 1o conceive.  And stronger of course do her prejudi-
ces against education become. “ What,” when she is told of the value of
learning, she asks herself,  were my parents in a mistake ? Can it be that they
did not know what was best for me to do? How can | now change
my course of life which they have hitherto allowed me to follow P  Can
it be that those wise parents led me astray ?” — And similar other gues-
tions in the same tone. Here, however, opens wide the field for the hus?mnd
to call into play all his active energies, to train her up in the principles of
sound education and to promote as much as possible the interests of her
immortal soul, which, as a husband upon whom the chiefest gocd of his
wife greatly depends, he ocught never to overlook. From the very nature
of the situation which she fiils, she presents the tenderest claims on his
affection and regard. To suppose lim exhibiting an oninous listleseness
and indifference to her eternal interests, is a contradiction which we can
never conceive to be realized when piety and benevolence retain any hold
of the mind. |

13, An important consideration now presents itselfto rmy mind, Having
somewhere in the preceding pages of this paper, directed the reader’s at-
tention to the treatment of young children in Hindd families, I hope it will
not prove unprofitable to advert in this place to Lhe peculiar predileciions
which Hinda parents display in favour of their sons, and the aversion they
hiave to their daughters,

It 1s scarcely necessary to advert to the superstitious notions entertained in
regard to the births of a male and a female child. The joy and satisfaction felt
by native parents at the birth of a son, far exceed that which attends the birth
of a daughter. Hence she is held in the lowaest estimation of the family;
and hence is the peculiar kindness and interest displayed towards a son, not
only by his parents whose hearts are filled to the briz by his birth, but by
one and all of the members of the family, To the intensiry of that natural
feeling which is implanted in the breast of every parent, the idea of a son’s
being the heir to the family adds not a little, The daughter is considered
hiere as & mere property, first in the hands of her parents, and next in the
hands of her husband. 'The son carries about him an air of consequence
which procures him the greater share of the respect and attention of the
rest of the family, The davghter however careful she may be to secure the
regard of her parents, is often sadly neglected or despised, The kindred
in the house even rail at her, the servants ridicule her, The parents, though
they may cloak their feelings of aversion for her under the disguise of an
apparent regard or favour, often secretly wish that she had been born g
male child. Thesonis their peace and rest. He is the delight of their eyes,
On him are set all their affections and desires. He is therefore treated by
his parents with an intenseness and affection which do not mark their treat-
ment of their own davghter. All that they eagexly wish to do for her, is
getting her married to some one whom chance or circumstances may entitle
to their notice. Until the time of her betrothment, they feel it their duty and
interest to accommodate her in every possible manner, and when the mar-
riage knot binds her to another family, it, in fact, severs her from those ties
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which had bound her since her birth to the faily of her parents, That real
#olicitude with which the parents’ hearts yearned towards her whilst she
mgde one of their own family, is now much diminished in its intensity.
Those offices of kindness which, as dictated by natural feeling, they adminis-
tered towards her (ill then, do now cease or are prompted only by a sense
of duty. Every link of connection which had bound her to her father's family,
aow breaks off, but that which natural affection may keep up. She js now
regarded by her parents as a stranger, and even sometimes treated as such,
She is now a property, nct in the hands of her parents, but in the hands of her
husband. He i3 her lord, and his word is herlaw. Her parents occasion-
ally cull her to their house, and make her stay with them, and enjoy their soci-
ety for some weeks or months: but scarcely now does she receive that mark-
ed attention and notice from her parents, which her jealous eye observes un-
eparingly bestowed on her own little brother, whose slightest cry awnkens the
mother’s anxiety, and arouses the futher’s affection, Now itis diffenlt to
conceive the propriety or reasonableness on the part of pative parents of
exaibiticg such different conduct, and displaying such different feelings,
towards their sons and daughters. Why should Joy prevail at the birth of
a son, and discontent follow that of a danghter? Is the event of the birth
of the former fraught with propitious consequences, and that of the latier
with mischievous ones ?  Such is however the common belief of Hindé pa-
rents; and superstition, no doubt, comes in to the support of this foolish
and absurd belief. The girl is thus neglected and despized because her
parents have fewer prospeets of her future usefuiness to them, combined
with the idea of the flexibility and weakness common to her sex, which un-
fit her for any important and arduous duties of life, and also because she is
soon afterwards to be separated from them, and be united to another family.
The son, however, is regarded with peculiar respect and attention, not only
ns being heir to all their earthly possessions, as forming a principal part
of the family, and as being unlikely to be ever severed from it except by the
ruthless hand of death, but as being capable in foture of discharging the
most important duties of society in whatever station he may happen to be
placed. It is owing to this circumstance that parents reserve from their
daughter the fullest share of their sympathy and regard; and this conduct,
founded as it certainly is on one of the most seifish principles which dis-
credit our nature, is directly opposed to the duty which nature herself has
imposed upon them of watching overthe interests of their children as mueh
a8 possible, and highly repugnant to the dictates of reason and humanity,
which would never warrant such partial and interested division of regard and
favour. The flexibility and weakness which distingnish the gentler sex, are
their natural defects, if defects they can be called.  This weakness does not
originate in her wrong use of those abilities or powers which nature may
have bestowed on her ina full and sound siate. Her inadequaleness, there-
fore, to discharge the momentous duties of life, cannot for a moment justity
her being enavengedly exposed to the calamity of being so universally dis-
respected or despised; or to the harsh treatment of those under whowm Prov-
tdence has placed her, not to be so iil behaved to, but to be attended to, with
all the respect and gentleness due to her sex. Nature has constituted her
such as she i9, and she has constitnted her so, with the benevolent intention
too that she may become a proper helpmeet for man, and be best adapted to
the peculiar sitaation which she is intended to occupy in the seale of Eu_umu
existence. In harshly treating her therefore for this deficiency of her na-
ture, and denying her every accession of comfort and enjoyment which is
placed so much within the reach of the son, Hindd parents seem evidently te
act in direct opposition to the dictates of reason, and to the benevolent pur-
poses of Providence. But HindG superstition will not be reconciled to any
such liberal sentiment on the subject. Tt will degrade the female in the
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scale of exislence, and subject her to every species of domestic tyranny.
She is, in fact,rendered a passive being rather than an active. Such a par-
tiality of conduct is highly dishonorable to our nature, and highly injum-
ous to the best interests of society over which woman has so great a con-
trol, Let, therefore, every HindG parent treat his daughter with the same
deoree of attention as he shows towards his son.  Let him consider them a8
beings created by God to serve their peculiar purposes in existence. Let
him avoid his extreme predilection for the one, and his aversion to the other,

Oue great reason, besides, for which HindG parents treat their daughters
with such neglect and have such aversion to them, is the idea which they
entertain of the natural inferiority of their mental endown.ents to those
of the other sex. This however, as will readily be admitted by every eulight-
ened person, is an erroneous idea, the indulgence of which has done incal-
culable iujury to their highest interests, both intheir relation to this world
and to that which is to come. Hence their education, by which alone they
may be iraproved, as wmoral and intellectual beings, is systematically neglect-
ed; and hence are they subjugated to the tyrannizing will and authority
both of their parents and husbands. Considered as it naturally is, that their
mental endowments fall infinitely short of the important duties of life which
they may be called upon to perform, they are entirely neglected as
useless human agents, and generally used as mere tools in the hands
of their superiors. But it is needless to observe, (for who can assert the
contrary ?) that woman possesses a mind capable of the most refined culu.
vation, that she is endowed with faculties and powers which would enable
her to search into the refinements of literature and the depths of science, to
follow out the most d'fficult processes of abstruse reasoning, and to indulge
in the loftiest flights of imagination, We also perccive in her a breathing af-
ter immortality, which betokens & creature destined for a life to come.  1ie
must have a very narrow acquaintance with human nature, who goes to the
lengih of saying, that woman is only {it for the affairs of the kitehen, and
not for the daties of society at large. History and experience tell us that
wumen have turned out great writers, poets, philosophers and divines. and
their beautiful prodections — the offspring of their talents and genivg, — do
now sdorn our libraries. What folly and ignorance, then, on the part of
Hinda parents to treat with such harshness and contempt, a being so fair, so
useful, and so great! What crueity and harshuess in the conduct of those
parents in allowing their daughter to grow up in total ignorance,not only of
the elements of learning, but of all moral obligations, a daughter who, if train-
ed and well educated, would prove the greatest blessing to her parents and to
society ! Instances are not wanting, even in the remotest periods of history,
to show that women have proved themseves useful members of the family
in which they once lived, and that they are scarcely inferior to men in point
of natural talents and understanding. T'o Cicero the ronversation of his
danghter was a comfort under every affliction. To Milton his daughters
proved most useful in writing for him his Paradise Lost and Regained. Sev-
eral women have ruled vver kingdoms and governed stares in all ages and
nations, and displayed great skill in pohitical matters in which they could
be concerned. The wives of several foolish husbands in the families of the
Peshwas have distinguished themselves for their learning and wisdom as
well as cunning. And now Britain furnishes us with an interesting host of
excellent female writers and divines, Woman then at all times has display-
ed her powers by no means inferior in perfection or excellence 1o those of
man., These instances, few and solitary as they are, would still be quite
enough to discountenance the tyranny of HindGs who confine woman wholly
to the dradgety of the kitchen, and never allow her to look intoe the world,
and to participate in the enjoyments of refined society. O! if HindG pa-
rents could divest themselves of all their prejudices and attend to these con-
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. "
~iderations, they would at least discover no shadow of reason in that super-
stitious belief which makes them giad when a son is born, and discontented
at the birth of a daughter. Such extreme predilections for the one and such
aversions for the ether, are rather the dictetes of a most cruel despotism,
and of a most dishoneuring and debasing superstition, Ignorance and su-
perstition alone can uphold them. Humanity however shudders, piety is
abashed, reason shrinks, at their very idea. | |
- In the manper and on the principles deseribed above, are son and davghter
untversally treated in Hindd families, one like a lord, the other like a slave,
one like an ornament of the family, the other like a mere tool in hands that
can wield it.  But this is during the earliest part of their childhood. The
scene however soon changes, end circumstances soon put on a new appear-
ance. 'The sun, the beloved and respected child in the family, becomes a
boy of perhaps five or g.x years of 8.7e, the daughter, the most neglected and
disrespected child in the family, becomes a girl of perhaps the same age.
Their marriage i9 the point which then engrosses the parents’ attention.
The manner and the principles on whiclh the marriages of those
children are formed shall now, in fulfilment of our promise, be adverted teo,
When they arrive at an age fit for their betrothment, the father’s anxie-
ties turn about the acquisition of money, and the carcful mother exerts
all her economieal diligence in saving. He resorts to every means by
which he may acquire money, IHe engages himself to form intimacy
with great and wealthy men of the land. He constantly waits on them,
flatters them, and uses every artifice or stratagem, by which he might
succeed In securing their favouar,- and making them subservient to contri-
bute to his own selfish ends. His thoughts being wholly bent on the
pompous and splendid performance of the gréat marriage ceremonies that
are to take place i1n his family, he thinks of nothing but filling his coffers
with cash from every quarter hie can. The awmbitious mother, who loves
money, gold, silver and nothing else, — who is anxious to shine in rich
and gaudy trappings and to attend to several expeasive ceremonies, -— who
18 extcemely desirous to attract attention and procure respect by & dis-
play of her riches, —the ambitious mothe, [ say, who takes a great pride
in presiding over all her domestic affairs, and glories in the 1dea of her
being the head of the whole family which fears, obeys, and respects her,
~- such an ambitious mother ever feels vexed and discontented when her
hasband maintains an humble establishment, brings uo woney home, and
i3 too' poor to satisfy all her aspirings after gold and silver. His own
wife gets in that case tired of him, the tamily does not like him, ard his
kindred are even ashamed to own their connection with him. Apprehen-
sive of the odium of his relations being cast on him, he engiges himself
mote zealously in his pursuit after money., Be this as jt may, having
gathered in a aufficient mass of money by whatever means or stratagems
he can, he is ready to pour it out in every form and shape of luxury on
the great occasions of his childrens’ marriages. The "daughter is the
first object in view. At her proper sge, that is, when she is 3 or @ years

. old, she iy married to a boy perhaps a year or two older than horself

And married how? By consulting her own choice in the adjustment of
the matter? No! How then? By bringing the boy into her presence
and allowing them 'both io remain in one another's cnmpanz 80 as to ac¢
quaint themselves with each other’s views, motives, and a ihties, and to
be able to judge whether thére is a mutual harmony and nceordance he-
tween the tastes and sentiments of both #? No! They both are yet too
young for that ; the whole matter is left to the disposal of the parents them-
selves, who settle the business either.as it suits their own convenience, or
their present benefit, without regard to their daughter’s future interests,
How then iz she married? By teking into account the mental abilities
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iand morsl qualities of the boy to whom she is to be given, his attainnrenty
in learning, or general competency in useful knowledge ? No! Money,
large estate, large family, preponderate far in their views. How then?
t is by inquiring after the external appearance of the boy, the propor-
tion of s limbs, and the neatness of his features, — nexr, after the amount
of riches possessed by his parents, the extent of their property and inter-
est, and the nature of the family with which he is connected, — next, by
inguiring after his father's and mother’s disposition, his sister’s habits
and temper, the influence which sh® has-over her parents and the charae-
ter of all the menibers of the family, — and lastly, by sending the girl’s birth-
record . to the boy’s house to be examined there, and to assist both the
parties to come to a decisive conclusion as to the propriety of the matchs
Whether the arrangement, so far as it is got up, will sueceed or not, i8
another thing. But the results which follow the custom by which the
marriages of Hindoo children are formed, will clearly appear from the
following observations. The marriage ‘state 18- the mostimportant event
in' the history of one’s own domestic life. It is that'state upon which his
happiness, or misery in the world does in a great measure depend. It is-
generally believed that high and charming as are all the enjoyments
of the family fireside, marriage alone is best calculated' to give a higher
tone to the sacred endearments of the domestic circle. The great, the

nd, and the beautiful, may be dcscribed by the beauties of langunage.
‘But who can describe love as it springs up fresh in the bosoms of the
newly married couple, that love which beams in the bright in‘elligence of
the eye, and which carries an air of grace and loveliness in those persons-
by whom its stroke is felt, that love which likes to dwe!l onthe grace
ahd beauty of yeuth when they are already gone by, and which outlives
even the shrivelled lorm: of old' age, the- infirmities of our nature, the
wayward humours of an unsteady health, and the temporary langour which
checks our better porposes, — that leve which carries the animation of its
early spring through all the varied forms of old age, and languishing
health — and of tendermess and care, which lite requires in its passage from
youth to age. Such love, regulated by high moral sentiments, raises-
us, if any thing can do so on earth, even to the pure and wnalloyed
bliss of the angelic ereation. In a family where the hearts-of a husband.
and wife are united by such an affection as this, purity and virtue burn like
vestal fires which are in the sacred keeping of both: and muteal tastes
giving interest to their generous pursuits, ammation to their intercourse;
and variety to their daily conversation, render their passage through life,
beset though-it may be by many ills, gladsome and happy. The world wears-
.no threatening aspect ;and the allurements of pleasure-and ambition lose
their danger, when the sacred hulo of virtue, love, and affection reést over
‘home, and when there is an angelic being within, the radiance of whose coun-
tenance is shed on every thing around. Who-that has once tasted the
sweet delights of such a companionship, does not afterwards look back
on it with a longing heart 7 But we can scarcely hope to have euck
pictures reslized in-the case weare considering, and under the circumstan-
ces by which marriages in our families are' attended. Here the picture
iy reversed. Here, as it is often found, the tastes of both the husbaid
and wife disagree, the views and pursgits of bothy do not harmonmze, col-
lisions of jarring interests ensue, and turbulence and discontent are at
hand when that interference which-the wise and upright will never attempt,
except for a reasonable and consistent purpose, the selfish, the ill tem-
péred, and the upprincipled employ, only to gratify their own caprice and’
wayward humours. And it is no wonder that these things have often oc-
earred and do oceur when marriages are formed with such views as we
have already described, views in regard to the property, largeness of the



13

fumily and the bodily qualities of the mared parties, and not 1n regard to
their mental endowments, their virtuous habits, their attaivments in gene-
ral knowledge, and the degree of their moral worth, as also when the mar-
riages are formed without any reference to the comsequences that might
arise from them, without any regard being paid to the agreement or dis-
agreement between the mutual tastes, views, and pursuils of the parties,
and without their free choice and will being consulted as to their mutual
union. But the evil is not only that they are married without any determin-
ation of their own choice, without consulting their own judgment sund
will. The evil i3 not only that they are married under suchecireumstan-
ces, bul that they are married at a very early age, an age when they are
neither capable of thinking {or themselves well, nor of understanding the
nature of objects presented to iheir notive, when they cannot entirely de-
pend upon their judgment as to the undertaking they must enter upon,
the puarsuits they must be engaged in, or the ways and principles which
they must follow in the world, --- an age when they are extremely unabie to
understand the nature of their union, and the several duties which from
such & union mest necessarily arise, anage in which the oniy escape which
they can have from the senstbility of the injury, which hy such a step 1z
inflicted upon them, cdnsists in their ignorance. Alas, that a point of so
serious Importatce should not clain the regard and attention of the
Natives, who by their laziness and apathy are the destroyers of their own
anterests. But we will see the mischiefs arising from this system of early
marringe more clearly by and bye as we progress on. The evil eppears ‘to
be greater on reflection:than at first sight. -
When the marriage eoOntracts are formed on the principles as explained
above, 1t i3 ‘evident what results may follow from such. But in addition te
‘this, it is most lamentable to think that.enormous sums of money are vainly
gspent away upon these occasions, -Of the large expenszes thatare then

made, the long splendid processions that pass by out streets in those days, ..

the maghnificent equipage in which the youong pair are accoutred, and the
heavy ornaments with which their bodies are loaded, the great show of pow-
der work'that is then exhibited to the view, and the large muciber of Indian
musicians who then crowd our streets, echoing the air with their discor-
dant tunes as they pass along, can only serve to give but an inadequate
idea. This is only the public exhibition of the thing. But who that is an
alien from native manners and ways, can without difficulty canceive the
inmumerable ncidents that occur to render other andlarper expenses neces-
sary, the incredible sums of imoney lavishly expended in grand shows of
ornam-nts, and clothing, — 1n splendid feasts and in other-jovial entertain-
ments, 1n the extensive distribntion of plates, laden promiscuously with va-
rieties of dress, playthings, sweatmeats, fruits, and in various other things
which would merely swell any paper into a tremendous bulky volume,
in suck kmnds of enterprizes, kowever much almostall natives may feel them
selves interested, the people-of Bombay especially take the most-prominent
lead. And, indeed, 1 can, without-fear of contradiction, say, that such ex-
hihitions of grandeur are at few other:places marked. with the same uniform-
ity of fashion, and the same effect, notto say a word about the great fully
of natives 1In performing early marriages of their children and the lamentable
effects arising therefrom, how much have we still to deplore, considering
the very poor and uphappy circumstances in which many of our people are
now-s-days plunged, the immense expenses which they are on those ec-
casions obliged to incur even beyond their incomes, and for a purpose tao,
from which there is generally ho good hope left ofbetter results to issue.
Ere the marriage day itself arrives, we have already seen what extremie so-
licitude seizes the bosom of the anxious mother, and what dangerous enter-
_prizes the industrious father is ever ready to encounter. The large debts

'm which the latter is at times obliged to rin in order fo save kg characler, -
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may be easily conceived by any class of my readers frow the state in whick
the generality of natives are placed, — and the extreme fondness which our
women display for shows and expenses may also be easily judged of from
the deplorable ignorance under which they labor. Every Hindu who has
a family around him may well feel the torce of what [ say, but the enlirhten-
ed head of our native fumilies may have the solitary lesson pressed to his heart
that the education of females is a greal blessing,  For half of the expense
that takes place in native families arises from the ignorance of women ; and
I fully believe that in consequence of their enlightenment the greater portion
of misery now entailed upon poor natives wouid be effectully prevented,

I would request the serious attention of wy learned native friends to this
point, especially of those who may have become fathers. Let thern seta
fair example whea it is high time for them to do so, and by theirown econg-
mical conduct, discourage the more expensive pursuits of their semi-enlight-
ened brethern. If they have daughters cr sons to mary, let them act upsu
the principles set forth in the preceding article ; let them not yield to the fan-
cies of their wives, their mothers, or their sisters ; let them not heed the
sugeestions of the priesthood ; but {et them walk erect amid the dull muititudes
which may sarround them, and, with = firmness of purpose, trample dowt
under their feet the “ ill-bred worms” of old custon: which tease and annoy
them. If you do so my Ffriends to-day, India’s sun will shine on a beuer
land to-morrow, and peace and happiness would dwell, as it were, in matri-
monial f{riendship in the families of all var native brethren. But also the
present system of things here, so far as it goes, 1s the inost lamentable of any
that we know. The generality of our native parents are so taken up with
the importance of making expenses,on ocecasions of marriage coretonies,
that a failure in this part of their duty as they call it, isregarded asan indica-
tion of the neanest spirit, and a fairest acquittal in it, as a mark of great
magnanimity. During the wedding days the expenses that occur in the fa-
mily, it i3 not in the power of language to give an adequate idea of. Mutusl
interchanze of presents passes between the houses of the bride and bride-
groom, the new candidates for the marriage state. And when emuiationoper-
ates, as it often does, an acting principle between the opposite parties, the
- ¢eremony reaches its utmost height, and the expenses pass all bounds of ¢re-
dibility. Much money is cost principally upon gold andsilver. Other articles
are, onsuch oceasions, objects of minor importance. Dtesses, ornaments,
sweetmeats, furniture and varieus other things, which the fruitful imagina-
tion ofthe native woman can invent, are distributed between both the parties
in luxuriant profusion. The parents of the bride however have indeed hittle
to do in comparison to what the others onght. But it is the baundea duty of
the bridgroom’s parents to confer every kind of rich gift on their boy's wile.
In preparing large ornaments of gold and silver forthe use of the girl, great
anxiety is evinced by the parents of the boy for his wife, or else her parents,
but especially her mother, will take offence, and the people at large will
regard the omission on the part of the boy’s parents as a token of effemi-
nacy or meanmness of spirit, and not only as wholly unbecoming of the
community to which they belong but as highly derogatory to the honar
of the custome and usages which are handed down from their ancestors,
and which they profess to hold in sacred reverence. Applauseand ad-
miration follow the display of an unbounded profusion of wealth on cere-
monies of this kind, and the author of such’ostentatious shows flutters with
joy amidst the acclamations of the people.  Elated with delight which the
voice of the admiring public affords, he looks with careless indifference on
- the shrunken appearance of his bags of money, and in his enthusiastic ar-
dor for acquiring he name of a rich greai man, forgets to exercise his fore-
sight ag to the severs! drawbacks, disappointments, and discomforts to which
he may by such a vain, useless, and extravagant show of his money, be here-
after necessarily exposed. By the fear of the world’s contempt the poorer

e
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vlasses of the community too, who, in the ordinary circuwstances of life can
not even well afford to maintain their families in decency, are induced on

such occasions desirous to keep up the common torms and shows of the cere-
mony even by running into large debts far beyond their power ever after to
repay. Afraid of being rendered the subject of laughter and joke in other fa-
wmilies, the poor man, notwithstanding the hazards which may likely befall him

is tempted, in order to satisfy the people, and please his own wite, children,
and relations, to observe, though m a less showy manner, the several cere-
monies which eustom enjoins, and thus to be somewhat abie to maintain the
dignity and honor of his ancestors, and to countenance the cunning policy of
the priests who attend on him in numbers for the sake of money. Believing
firmly that it is a duty imposed upon them by nature, as well to marrytheir

children as to feed and clothe them, the rich and the poor are alike occupied
with serious thoughts concernirg the marriage of their children as soon ay
they are born. From this time they commence preparing some small arti-
cles of use and ornament for their children, so as to unburden themselves
from half that load of troubles, expenses, and anxieties which would befall
them on a sudden in a few days afterwards like an oppressive weight at the
time of their children’s marriaces. They go on preparing ornaments in this
manner for their children until the approach of the grand ceremony. The
day of ceremony atlength arrives, and the expensesattending 1t are surpris-
ingly great and enormous. What was hard earned, what was obtained by
the sweat of the brow, what was accumulated by the labour of yerrs, is dis-
sipated in one day in shows, grand expenses unbounded, and pleasures un-
heard of, The swollen bag shrinks inte empty nothing in a day. The coffers

so long carefully filled with cash, now spontaneocusly vomit forth their con-

tents. The hand that wsas ere long unweariedly employed in drawing in

InoNey, is now as untiringly busied with throwing vut the same. As greedily

was 1t once sought after and accumulated, so liberally 18 1t now squandered
and lavished away on frivolous ceremonies. Merchants come in with their
gooda of merchandise, goldsmiths with their quantity ofthe yellow metal with

spectacles to their eyes, and scale-balances in their hands, jewellers with

their admireble jewels, and almost all dealers in different trades come out
from every different quarter of the town to have their respective articles sold
off in bargain at the house where the great expensive ceremony-1s about to
take place. Every silvery coin iz then converted into pieces of gold.
The goldsmith who is just at hand transforms the gald into a variety of or-
naments such as anklets, bracelets, &c, which are intended to grace the boay
ofthe future bride. Plates, richly laden with a profusion of different articles,
are distributed amonyg friends and relations as tokens of joy and delight. The
restless and ambitious Brahmans come from all quarters of the town, city, or
village, as the rase may be, and run into the joyous home of marriage fes-
tivity for the sake of money with an avidity scarcely paralleled. Thus and
in a variety of several other ways, is spent away on such vain and frivolous
ceremontes the money of native parents, which, as acquired by great labour,
they ought to employ for some nobler and better ends. 'Thus under an im-
pression that their chief duty consists as well in marrying their children as
in feedinoe them, the parents in this country lavish away profusely and un-
scrupulously all their money on a class of unnecessary and trifling ceremo-
nies — that monay which they acquired by the sweat of thelr brow, the labour
of their hands and the length of years — that money in acquiring which they
had to contend-with many hardships, dangers, and difficalties, and for the sake
of which they willingly at times subinitied to the sacrifice of being separated
from their home, their relutions’ and their friends, even by leagues of dis-
tance. No one can escape from the necessity of making such enormous
expenses. The poor ad well us the rich are alike enjoined by custom strict-
iy to observe ceremonies 8o expensive yet so unnecessary. The higher
classes of the community who may enjoy an income far exceeding the ut-
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wnost bounds of expenses which attend such ceremonies, would perhaps not
be in the probability of injuring themselves so much seriously by following
on these ocgasions an extravaganut mode of conduct as might be imagined,

But what soul thinks of the fate of the poor who enjoy no real certainly even
of ‘the means of daily subsistence, and who spend almost the whole tern
-of their existence in amassing that money which is so easily dissipated and
lost in the marriage of a Smﬂ*le child, and the numnberless ceremonies by

which 1t 18 aftended, Instances are not wanting of many poor families nf
our cotntry being ruined by a fata] observance of such unnecessary, useless,
and expensive cerewmonies. Those families which erc while appeared to be
placed amidst flness of domestic comforis and enjoyments are soon after-
wards found going inte ruin.  The poor old man who but yesterday was the
fathet of several healthy children, and the head of a flourishing family is seen
arraigned to-day befure the eity Judn‘e by his creditors for some large sams,
which he hﬂrrnn ed of them likely for such purposes, and which he couid not
afterwards repay. The sentence passes, and the fetters are rivetted to his
neck or bands or feet. He is put into prison for some long term or other,
and 18 condemned there without hepe of exciting pity or ﬂbtammg redress,
to endure all the hardships and torments of a tedious confinement. The
wretched mother is left alone in her miserable abode at the head of her few
children. She now accepissome Jow mechanical work in the neighbourhood
and subsists herself and maintains her family by the scanly pittance which
she earns. The children are now left to themselves without a fatherto
attend to their education or to train thew up in the ways of goodness and
holiness, Think ef the condition of the married child itself, whose marriage
probably subjected the father to those enormeus expenses which carried him
to the bar of the city court, and entailed upon him at last the miseries
of & solitury prisoa. If the child be a giri, she might look for dependence
upon her husband., But if it be a boy, he is then placed 1n a situation of
- preat trial. Not to speak of the present domestic nisfortunes to which he
mlght be exposed, he is left amid circumstances which preclude the pos-
- sibility ‘of his enjoying those resources of mental improvement which he has
none so much interested iu his welfare as to provide. Being 100 young he
is yet insensible of the respensibility which his late union enjoins upon him.
He is ignorant of the duties he owes to his wife as well as to those by whom
he is surrounded : and deprived for some time ofthe assistance of 80 val-
uable a guide as a father; probably during his earlier days which are th:e
best season. of 1mpmvement, he 1s removed to a distance from every possi-
bility of his hemg thoroughly prepared for an istelligent performance of
those duties., O ! how in such cases are the early marriages of children,
and the enormous expenses which usually attend them, detrimental, both to
the happiness of the family itself and the interest of the children. Now to
what advantage, we may ask, doesan expense so enormous,and made for
guch puarposes, turn at last? Does it lead to produce any favourable result
which without it could net be possibly brought about? Does it do any
thing more than merely procure a bare name to the party who expend money
£0 pmfuﬂely ? Does it de any thing beyond leading to procure them the
reputation of possessing large sums “of money, and the title to being called
the wealthy men of the world ? [s the marringe of children rendered more
productive of beneficent resuits by Expendmg money so profosely upon it
than otherwise 7 No! Such emormous expenses by which the mariages
of Hindu children are eccompanied, are dictated by no higher motives than
those which superstition and ignorance alone can supply. Rather than la-
fwshmg money on .ceremonies which are so vain and frivolous, and whlqh
in the end produce such unhappy results, how far advantageous 'would it be
to the publlc at large, if they would emplu the same money in the erection
of hospitals, schools, &c. and in the &stablishment of severa! other institu-
$ions calculated_tn pmmntﬂ the common good! Certainly we hope the adop-
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tiotr of such a method of procedure would bring about a happier aud better

change in the aspectof things, and the renunciation of prejudicrs and cus- .
toms which lead to such enormouvs expenses, and consequently to the ruin

of native families, would produce result2 highly interesting and benutiful.

16. Having sofar enlarged on the expenses atiending the \narriage cere-
moutes of the Hindus, I shall now proceed to point out the effects which
early narrisges are caleulated to produce, in as much sy they sffect thein
terests of the parties concerned. (1) Barly marriage is calculated to render
boys who are thus married indifterent to their own education, the children
rather beipg fully assyred in consequence of their beine married so early
that their parents themselves bhave put within their power the means of gra-
tifying their natural passions, and by endowing them: with valuable ‘ore
naments and some portions of money, have conferred on them the ability of
aupporting the family which might arise from their conjugal union, are aptte
become not only sluggish but grievously indifferent to their own education:
There are few amongst the natives who desire knowledge for 11s own sake,
They seek it that they may obtain a just title to he recommended first ton
good mateh, and afierwards to a good sitvation. They do not desire knaw-
ledge thattheir views may be enlarged and enlightened by it; but that they
may geta good wife belonging to some respectable family, that they may
be quahfied for the comtnon business of life, and thet they may be better
enabled than the ignorant and unknowing, ta procure money so as to live
decently and honorably among their own family and the different relations
and friends with whem they may be eonnected. With these objects before
their view, most of them set themselves on in the career of learning : and it
may therefore be justly concluded that so soon as these objects are removed
from their view, just as scon will their anxiety and zeal for learning cease.
Whatever degree of zeal and diligence they may evince in the pursuit after
learning, all that is done is with an especial reference to those remoter ob-
jects.  When therefore those objects are placed within their reach ilte-
gether, whemn they get themselves married so early by their parents with-
out any labour or anxiety on their own part, the necessity of self eduncation
does not press itseif home so forcibly to their minds. They then think little
of cultivating their understanding, and enbightening their mental faculties.
They then care little whether they are learned or nulearned ; for what they
reeded learning for, hias aiready been placed within their reach, withott any
expense on their own part, and whatever now they may happen to turn out
whether good or bad, they can enjoy its possession so long as frail humanity
permits. They have now no prospects to gain, no fear to'lose, having no im-
portant object to engross their attention, they indulge themselves 1n every
trifling pursuit with all the wantonneéss of an unrestrained liberty. The
chief circumstance, therefore, which opposes a formidable obstacle to their
progress in learning consistd in the removal of these objects, caused by their
being married at aneurlier age, when besides, their minds are the least tainted
by worldly prejudices, and when therefore they are the most favournbly sit-
wated to receivethe blessing of education. Their coldness and indifference
to the cultivation of their minds are not only to be accounted for by their be-
g married at such an early age, but at an age when they are not in =2 fit
condition to be able duly to appreciate the feelings displayed, by their pa-
rents in getting them marned at such an e¢normous expenge of their money,
labour, and influence, and to feel the necessity of rewarding the labour and
‘exertions which their own marriage costs their parems by a cultivation of
good disposition, and an acquirement of superiot abilitier, which their parents
can only expect from them as suitable returns, Surely the extremely young
uge at which they are married would not ‘warrant any such expeciation on
our part. They are yot too young and ignorant to think in this manner,
Nothing can induee them to direct their attention to the uéquisition of useful
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knowledge withont being prevailed npon by the persgasion of some one su-
perior to them ; and even when they grow up, they still eling to that lethargy
which they have long since hugeed, and which the prospect of futare mar-
riage could alone in their case have sufficed to shake off. Butin consequence
of their being early married, the boys feel less digsposed to learn than they
otherwise would have been. They give up all thoughts of study. They
- live 1dle. 'They rest contented with the boon their parents conferred upon
them that of having married them. Their parents are consequently put to
the two-fold trouble and experse of getting them educated in addition to their
having so profusely lavished their thousands and tens of thousands on their
marriage sunply. Their idieness and their total indifference towards their
education beget new cares and anxietiea in their parents’ bosoms., Other
cares and anxteties arise. Other objects rivet the attention of the parents..
natnely their sons’ wives whose welfare or misery dopends wholly upon the
circumstances in which their husbands may be situated. The parents are
taken up with the ccnsideration of what might be the state of the poor girls
1n case that their sons grow upin ignorance and ereor. lfence we may come
to the conclusion, that the marriages of children at an early age, attended as
they generally are by very enormous expenses, instead of doing any good,
prove the source of much evil. "T'hus we see that the early marriape of chil-
dren, so far from relieving their parents from half the portion of that heavy load
of perplexities andanxieties which prey upon their spirits, only tends o ag-
gravate their misery, and increase the number of their cares and regrets.
Thus instead of any material benefits resulting to parents from the enormous
sums wiich they expended on the marriage of their children beyond the im-
pression left upon the maltitude of their preat riches, they are only repaid in
the bargain as it were, by the wanton indulgences of their children, their
careless indifference to the cnltivation of their own minds, and their extreme
avidity.for the pleasnres and fashions of the world. How much would the
peace of the parents be secured, and the sources of unnecessary vexations
and disapointments be removed and the cauze of education be promoted, if
-they wisely deferred the marriage of their children to a period when they
themselves shall have grown big and become well experienced by an acquaint-
ance with the “different scenes and chances of the world, when their judg-
ment shall have been matured and enlightened, and when their pursuita shall
have been properly directed, their objects settled, and their views enlarged.
{2.) Early marriage i3 ealculated to throw obstacles in the way of those
who may be willing to learn, by muitiplying too soonthe cares of the
family, ' -
- Boys are married here, as we have already said, at an age which is the
most favourable season for their improvement, From the circumstance of
their being married o early it often-happens that while they career on'in
their pursuit of knowiedge they are in fact gradually approaching nearer to
days of cares and anxietics. Their wives grow up and soon arrive at
womanhood, carrying along with. them a train of prejudices and asso-
ciations to which they were accustomed in their infancy., Hitherto the
voung husband was engaged in the guiet pursusts of literature and science,
Hitherto the young student was immured in his closet, poring and dream-
ing over his ponderous volumes, undisturbed by any cares butthose of ont-
stripping his fellows in the race of learnine, But soon the silence of his
closet 1s broken by the buzz of relations, the notse of tom-toms, and the sounds
of music. Every day now presents freeh subjects for observation and notice
in the family., He is called in to the performance of certain ceremonies.
His wife becomes a full grown being, looking upon him for her support, for
the satisfaction of her desires, and the supply of'her wants. She therefore
becomes the object of his anxieties and cares, His mind is insensibly divert-
ed away from those objects and pursuits upon whick it was so long firmly
intert, Heis graduaily led toferl an interest in every thing relating to his



19

wite. . New duties snd new ceremonies dsily press upon the notice of the
young busband. He is now drawn within a circle of hovsehold affairs and
ceremonies where he must move his round in common with others, The
yeuny studentis thus frequently interrupted in his pursuite. His attention
15 occasionally drawn away Ly unamerous calls of famtly concerns, by
some trifling ceremonies to be engaged in, some petty cares to be attended
to, some small business to be seitied, some frivolous disputes to be adjusted,
some bargains to be made,some expenses to be performed, some presents to be
sent or exchanged, some small requests of the wife to be listened to and com-
plied with. Should his parents be living, shiould they be so favourably cir-
caustanced as to enable thew to encourage his education, and to prevent his
being under the necessity of being too soon employed and getting his live-
ithood through the labour of his own hands, and should the family consist of
members living in mutual amity and friendship and having no disposition to
quarrel ; ke is then not so likely to be stopped in the career af his studies ag
otherwise, by the several duties which he might have to ebserve as arising
from his cennection with his wife, or by the oft repeated necessities by which .
he might be obliged, on account of her, to submit to certain expeases of an
intolerable nature. Bnt if on the other hand, as instanced in & majority of
cases, the parents be poor, and the family be constantly agitated by domes-
tic .feuds and quarrels, he suffors a grieveus pause iu his studies. The de-
mands of kis wife grow daily wore importunate and his means not allowing
him to comply with them, he seeks for some employment or some situation
which might confer on bim the power of satisfying all her desires and gra-
tifying all her tastes. He must mnoke for her new ornuments of rold and
siiver, buy for her new clothes, and place every thing within ber reech which
her wants might demand or her faney might dictate. Broughkt up in habits
of idieness, accustomed from her infancy to an indulgence of all her foolish
whims, and ignorant of every subject whieh leedsto strengthen the under-
standing and counteract the influence of petty cares, the wife becomes, in fuet,
an intolerable burden to her hushand. Ambitious of decking her body with .
glittering ornaments and dressing it in rich and gaudy apparel, she becomes
the cause of heapiug upon her poor studious husband a multitade of vain
cares, and involving him in a thousand rotricate and perplexing expenses.
He then strongly feels the necessity of renouncing his studies, and enters
upon those pursuits from which he can expect-to derive no new accessions to
his knowledge, but can draw some pecaniary resources for the gratification
of his wife’s ambition. He is obliged to leave hisschool where he can see ne
prospect of his being rendered able to provide for his wife and supply her
diverse wants, e goes to some office in kis town, and theré works like
3 sordid worldly dradge, whose thoughts are whoily bentupen gaining money,
The importunities of hiz wife at home, the necessity of complying with all
her wishes as a being dependent upon him alone, and the fear of shame con-
sequent upon a display of his want of power in satisfying them, act as power:
ful stimuli in his purswit after money. There are not.a few native youths, haw-
ever, who are thus drawn away from their intellectual pursuits, and obliged
to engage in those thatare purely worldly, because of their wives whose de~ .
mands it were otherwise impossible for them to satisfy.  But the evil does
not stop here; It extends itself gradually to that long train of cares and
anxieties whichthe increase of family brings along with it. The husband
young though he be,becomes, in a shert time, the father of & few children and
gots hunself surrounded by alittle family arising cut of himself, New
scenes now open to his view, He i3 now Joaded with new cares, new difficul-
ties, new unxieties, and new duties, - And the meagre education which he re-
celved at school, and which he was -obliged 10 leave off on account of his
wife, is infinitely far short of the requisite ability to discharge those duties,
which, beth as a husband and father, he must abserve in relation to his wif

- :
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and ehildren.  Unless therefore he has some one to direct or togssist i,
or uniess he enjoys a moderate income, he can have worse hopes of coming
off better in the world. He is involved in dificuliies and embarrassmenta
which for want of method, become the more intricate and perplexing, and
with which he must now withont intermission comtinue to struggle. e has
brought beings into existence withount the requisite ability to support them
He must therefore be in cood speed {o procure means for thetr sapport, and
the proper supply of their own and their mother's wants, He tiren looks abowt
for some employment whicl: would relieve him from his present inconve-
nience. But his meagre education fails lnmy his age is too young : his ex-
perience is premature, Yet he i2 a husband, a father, and the head of a Iittle
family. Unavoidable difficnlties press upon him on all sides from which he
can hardly get soon elear off. He 13 discontented and perplexcd! He knows
not what to de! He no longer Ivoks upon his early marrlage as a boon con-
ferred upon him by hio parenta but rather as a curse laid for him in store.
Hernce marriage unions formed in Hinda families so early, 1vstead of pro-
motiny mutual enfoyment, lead to burden them with many unnmecessary cares
withott compensating for itby an accession of happiness and comfort to the
parties themselves,

{3.) Farly marriage temds to prevent a Hindu from travelling to distant
countries, and thmeby sets a most formidable bar to the imprevement of his
knowledge, M 18 admitted by all, timt travelling is onc of the best
means by which knowledge is prnmoted, and truly so it 1s. Combioed with
obgervation and reflection, it proves the means of vast improvement of the
human mind, by preseuting before it several objects for the exercize of its
various facultier. 1t eniarges the sphere of marn's observation, and increas-
e3 the amount of his genera} information, It extends the sympathies of
his nature by bringing him as it were into an iotlinate intereourse with vew
people, new objects, and new scenes, and by removing from his mind all thoze
prejudices which he may have imbibed from a long and habitual intercourse
with people by whom he may have from his m{‘ancy beety surrounded. Thoes
travelling leads to produce a great change for the better 1n s moral and
intellectual character. Bat am institution so hateful as that of early mar-
ringe among the Hindos is a bar to all the improvement that they can ex-
pe-::t to derive from travelling, Ifwecarefully examine the state of things
a3 they exist in this country, we would find that of all those prejudices which
are generally held forth as presenting most formidable nbstacles totravelling,
rone can really be said to have greater influence over the Hindus in that
respect. [t 13 not rehn‘mn which renders travelling impracticabie, It 1s net
the fear of l[vosing caste which prevents a Hindu from travelling to distant
countries. It is notthe law of the country, 1t is not the pr#;udmes of home,
it iz not the ‘ old custom’ of ages — itis neither of these things that comes
- the way of going to distant and foreign cotntries, What then 13 1t ?
Why it 18 early marriage itself. It is this, and this alene, whieh operates
as & fnrmldabie check on his inclination to travel, and prevents all possibility
of his enjoying those advantages which travf:lhng 1s caleuiated to afford.
What difficulties*then a married youth has to contend with in carrying his
intentions abowt travetling into execution, will appear from the following
observations : — This early marriage involves him sooner than otherwise
in certain connections which exercise a considerable influence over him.
It draws him earlier into a vortex of worldly cared which beceme every day
more intricate and namerous, and {rom which he cannot 1n the whole of his
life easily extricate himself, This marriage muitiplies his relutions and
thergby increasez his difficulty of travelhnw far into distant countries, He
hecomes the husband of a wife and is bound to discharge all those duties |
which his marriage enjoins upon him. This separation therefore from her,
which might be cansed by his going to distant places, is rendered impossible,
From & son he becomes & sou-in-law and engages the affections and anxieties
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of the parents of the girl to whom he is married, and whose mteres is there-
fore wholly depend upon him as her husband, Being involved in #uch cone
nections he has, a8 a matter of course, to contend with several difficulties
which otherwise he might have avoided, Of all those difficulties, however,
be they what they may, his connestion with his wife and her relations, is
the most formidable. "This connection with his friends and with his own
parents is indeed u greal difficulty in his way, but that he may be able
sccessfuly to get over, By persuasion or remonstrance he may prevail over
them so far as te prevent their presentimny any great hinderaree to his ineli-
nations, But lie can not with so much ease gat over Ins connection with
kis own wite whose destinies wholly rest upon him, and from whom therefore
he can not be removed far off, without dolng injury to the interests of her,
~who 13 the bride affianced of his future career.  All her worldly happiness
depends upon him. Without Lim her existence is a mere blank in creation.
She can enjoy all the rights and privileges of her sex only during the life
of her husband, and after his death she |ooses her claims to a greater part
of them., Her welfare then necessarily arises, as it every from that of her
husband, When such is the state of hor dependence upon her husband, he
cannot leave her, though for his own advantage, and remove himself 1o 2 dis.-
tance which might preclude all pesaibility of communication between them
both. The parenis of his wife are mmuch interested in his welfare as the hus-
band of their ewn daughter, and wounld therefore be the first persons to
eppose him in his views, and in the accomplishment of every one of his de-
signs which might prove fatal to the interests of their daughter, They would
never ailow him to do that which, though advantageous to himself, would
tend to affect in some degree the welfare of his wife. They weuld, there-
fore, exert all their power and influence in preventing him from going to a
distance where he can uot take along with him his wife, and consequently
his being separated from her whose whole good 1s, as it were, altogether
embodied in her husband’s welfare. Tmagine for a moment that a married
youth, enlightcnend by sound education, and directed by motives of benevo-
lence, is desirous of travelling into different countries, and of having the
opportunity to reduce all the knowledge which he acquired from books to
its practical applications. [Imagine that no religious prejudice comes in his
way, that his friends, kindred, and even his own parents, give their consent
and express their approbation of his noble intentions, that he 1s'furnished
with all the requisites for the purposes of travelling, and with all that may
be needful to thé best furtherance of his views. Now he would seem to
want mothing for setiing out on his expedition. Nothing row might seem
likely to prevent the accomplishment of his object, But,indeed, the great-
est and wost perplexing difliculty is yet to be removed. 1t is reaily a for-
midable difficulty. No sooner do his father and mother-in law hear of his
intentions, tlmn they become astonished and change colour. Holding the
life of their son-in-law dearer than that of their own daughter who is married
to him, they feel it their iuterest and duty to use all their entreaties, their
power and their influence to prevent him from entering upon his iptended
‘enterprize, They would rather have their own daughter dead than saffer
ber husbard to go away from her. All the power of kis persuasion and
remonstrance which did well with his parents and his other relations, looses
its effect amid the urgent importunities of the father-in-lnw, and the fervent
sppeals of the mother-in-law. The married youth feels himself alrendy over-
powered by the entreaties and remonstrances of his wife’s relations. He
18 naturaily thrown into a dilemma as to what he should now do. He i1sat
- Iast prevailed upon without the power of resistance to stay at home, an'give
up ail thoughts of going abroad. If notwithstanding all the affecti ap-
peals of his wife’s parents, and notwithstanding his conscionsness of the
dependent, state of his wife upon him, he leaves her and ull her relations, who
can -conceive the misery of the poorgirl 7 What then is she to do? Ta
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whom ought she to ook for lier future maimtenance-and support 7 How 1s
she to spend the future days of herlife 7. How, when she becomes 4 fulk
grown hemg, how then canshe goon in the world? U pon wl.om can she
depend for her food and clothing and all kind of happiness, when he is sepa-
r&ted her, and her old pments go down to their graves *  Such-questions
waould naturally suggest themselves to the beart of the husband, and they
are sufficiently aﬁecung to weigh him down from his purpose. How then
can the hushand, desirous of going abroad, avoid this perplexing dilernma ?
By taking his wife along with biin, and journeying with her through several
distant countries > No! That he can hard ly do, H would ﬁubject him
to an enormous expenditure of money which the majority of poor Hindas
cannot well afford. The life of a woman, besides, whuse character is not
marked by that energy and vigour which distinguish the male sex only, 19
not weil ﬁtted for traveliing eitper on sea or Iand atrd visiing distant and
mhnﬂpltable clides, Trueexamples can be pruduced to pmm& the contra-~
ry.~ But the ignorance of native females combined with the prejadices and
supersiitivus notions whichthey iinbibe at home, disqualifies thewn entirely for
traveiling ; and moreover the pﬁLiﬂlﬂl‘ circmnstanees 1n which they are gene-
rally pl&ced in this country render their going abread almost impracticalle.
Unﬁler these disheartening circunstances, for the husband to leave hus wite,
who 8 a creature so wholly dependent upon bim, whose welfare and misery
are, ag it were, so closely entwined with his own, for Inm, 1 say, to scparete
himse!f from bemn' who is the bride athanced of his future earver, 1 1s not
only mconpatible with the relation in which he stands to her and her pa-
reats, but highly repngnant to the feelings of love and affection which bis
marriage with her might have involved. Thus then the young husband,

or the married youth, as we have termed him, though he may not yet be bur-
deped with the cares of a family or any thing of the kind, is prohibited from
travelling and enjoying all the benefits derivable from it by the single cir-
eumstance of the peculiar relations which the marriage state involves. He
ts thus obliged to lay aside all his intentions of going sbroad. So mwch for
the difficulty which lies in the way of the husband alone !

- Bat the dlfﬁculty of travelling to distant conntries isrendered still gl‘Eﬂ.tEf
by the cares and anxieties which a family brings along with it.  Native
boys, from their beingy married at their very Eﬂrly aoes, soon hecome the
fathers of a few children, and are consequently drawn inio a vortex of new
cares and perplexities from which they can not without difficulty get ¢lear,
All the cares therefore which attend a family must now detain the father.
The several difficulties and dangers to which bis wife and children might
be exposed by his being separated from them, render his stay athome abso-
lutely necessary. . For who.can discharge all the duties of the family with-
out him? His wifeis of course, under present cirgumstances, scarcely able
to procure the means of subsistence {or herself 4nd the rest of hey fa:mily

It is scarcely necessary to advert to the munifold distresses and perplexities
to which native families here are subjected from the want of a proper person
to guide andrevulatethem. Thus the difficolty whieh would be experienc-
ed in earryitg on the common business of his family during his absence,
and Lhe fear of its being exposed to several disasters and acmdents, whep
i shall be thus left a.lune, strongly enforce the necessity of his staying at
home. But there is yet one other view of the subject which imperatively de-
mands his stuy at home when he has got a family of his ewn around hin.
He has still hIﬂ‘hEt' and more important “duties to perform in referenceto
hig family than those above allnded to. 'Those are in relation to this. world,

and ghess in relation tothe eternal world. He has enly to leok around him
and reflect seriously in order.to feel the inportanee of those higher duties
which he owes to his family. He shall find himself surrounded by bEiﬂgE
who have the strongest ﬂimms upon his regard; hemga whu depent. u}wn
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him- pot only to be clothed and fed, but to be cared for, eapecially as regards
their refation to an eternal world. If deserted by him, who is to guide their
feet into the ways of peace, of goodnéss, of virtue, ard of righteousness 2 There
19, mdeed, 8 very valuable charge laid to his care, which he cannot neglect
entirely without violating Lis most inportant-doty. e is bound to his wife,
his ehildren, and all his family, by ties which it is sin for him to break asun-
der. He is bound to stay with tlhem, and never to go abroad where he pleases.
Such, reader, are the obstacles which earty marriage presents to his going
abroad. Such are the cares and anxieties jn which early marriage so soon
mvolves a Hindu. - Indeed, single Iife, which is not burdened with the cares
of a family is best adapted to the accomplizkment of an object so desirable as
that of travelling, and best cslculated to pramote the ymprovement of the
mind. It affords the best opportunity for any man to prosecute hig studies
with perseverance and even with success, .But-when he 18 surrounded with
eeveral other objecls which demnand un exelusive share of his attention and
care, all hig plans of imprevement, howeyer founded on motives of benevo-
lence, are apt to be prematurely ended and erievously frustrated. We do
not, bowever, mean to insinuate that celibacy is preferable. No: by no
means. But what we mean to urge on the attention of the reader, is, that mar-
rages instead of taking place so early, should be delayed to a later period
of life, go ti-at the youth may have ample opportusnities of improving his know-
ledge without being interrupted by those unseasonable cares and anxieties
which marriage begets and fainily increases.

(4.) Early marriage is the socuree of much of that unhappiness -which
disstmilarity of taste, or disagreement in views, or difference of temper, is cal-
culated to produce. The marriages of children here, are, as we have snid,
feanded upon no free choice or will of the parties who enter the marriage
state. Parents alone gettle as wel} as perform the marriages of their chil-
dren.  On what prinefBle and manner they do so, we have explained under
that particular head. The young age of the parties themselves, whose
Judgmentis not yet informed, nor whose understanding i8 yet enlightened,
does not of course admit of their free choice and will betrig consulted in the
arrangement of matters relating to their marriage. They e, therefore,
wholly dependent in this as in other things upoen their parents, whose judg-
ment 18 well displayed in the consequences that issued fromtheir union. And
indeed the consequences are greatly deplofable.  After the marriages of
children are formed, after the general afffux of oriental luxury and magifi-
cence has passed on the sidesof both parties, after balls have resounded
with the chorus of Indian music, after Jests and laughter have diffused ani-
mation throughout the whole family circle, and after the whole routine of
ceremonies has been gone through, the husband and the wife mutually se-
parate from one another; A sndden stiliness falls in and custom throws be-
tween the newly formed pair a line of separation so broad that, those faces,
which just lately glanced with Joy, se¢ one another only when a succession
of years, months, and days has rolled over. But those germs of love, which
sprung up’ in their bosons on this occasion, wither and die away for want of
that mourishment which can only be supplied by mutual intercourse, mutusl
converse, and mutual communion of sentiment and feeling. The girl does
80 long live under her paternal roof, always.busy with the trifles of the
kitchen. The boy does so long live witlrhis own parents, basy in preparing
to follow the profession of his forefathers, One looks into theﬁtitchen_ The
-other looks abroad mnto the world, Both are engaged in different pursuits, un-
derdifferent circumstances, and in different societies, That portion of life when
their minds are yet the least biassed by prejudices,and when the firmest kind
-of attachment is yet capsble of being formed between them both, is spent
away In aetate of mutual separation from one avother, and in different situa-
tions, without the opportunity of enjoying the mutual interchange of their
1deas, and determining their mutual choiee of the mode of life they both should
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follow. But though they were to live together, and to enjoy the benefit of
mutual intercourse, theirage is vet scarcely fit for the accomplishment of'any
such object. ‘They are yettoo young awd unable to form a correct judg-
ment as to the mode of life they should pursue, and to determine their choice
rightly about 1hings by which they are surrounded, Unable, from the cir-
cumstance of their extremely youry age, to exercise their judgment in mat-
ters presented to their notice, all the ditferent scenes and circuinstances by
which they may, from the earliest years of their childhood be surrounded a!
their respective abodes, make deep impression oun their minds, and become
at last, as they grow up, the principles of their reasoning and conduct inlife,
The consequence of all this, is, that when, after so long a separation, they
meet tozether, the incoherence of their mutual ¥iews and tastes becomes evi~
dent in the mutnal discontent and unhappiness which follow. Mutual disagree-
ment in their views and pursuits ensues, One does not like the other. -What
pleases the one displeases the other, the objects which occupy the attention
of the one aré always different from those which occupy the attcntion of the
other. 'Their tastes disagree, their pursuits differ, their views are opposed,
their interests jar. If oue is engaged in the higher pursuits of science, the
other is busy with the trifles of the Kitchen. -If one takes dehght in the
exercises of the intellect, the other is pleased with some weaner kind of
accupation. Each despises or scorus the employments of the other ; or, at
least, hoth do not derive pleasure or interest from the samc kind of pursuit.
Tha consequence of this inequality between both as to their pursuite and
tastes,proves very injurious to the happiness which the marriage state 1 cal-
culated to produce. Supposing, for instance, what is often the case, that the
husband has received a sousd education, and enjoys the result of resl in-
structivn, and the wife is utterly ignoraut of the very first elements of learn-
ing, then they both cannot derive from their mutual society that amount of
pleasure and happiness which an equal degree of m&tal cultivation would
have proved capable of affording. A husband of enlarged views can-
not possible draw solid enjoyment {from the companionship of a narrow mind-
ed creature, who cannot appreciate even the value of things which engage
his attention® When the wife is altogether incapable of sympathizing with
" her hushand in his views, and of appreciating the worth of his attainments, he
cannot enjoy that blessing which marriage 1s otherwise caleculated to afford.
And such unhappy resuits always follow when marriages take place early,
atan age when both the parties are incapable of judging: for themselves, or
of finding out the right views and tastes of one another,

. Again, incases of such early marriages, the husband nnd the wife may not
only differ with respect to their mutual pursuits and views ; they may have
also very different dispositions, The effects of this difference are preatly de-
plorable. Perhaps the husband may hoappen to be an unprincipied and
violent man. He then exercises over his wife anabsolute authority, tue
limits of which can scarcely be defined. He tyrannizes over her incvery
way and inflicts upon her the severest tortures. The slightest mistake of his
wife clouds his brows and sours his tewmper. Her condition indeed in that
case is 2o wretched, that the humblest slave that trembles under the lashes of
his master is far better treated, She spends her days and nights in the most
unhappy manner. Her mind. rests with melancholy breodings over the sev-
eral instances of harshness she daily receives from hev husband. Her pii-
low is wet by many a nightly tear, and her .time wasted in- many sobs and
sichs during the day. Mutual hatred and envy prevail, and their marriage
state so far from producing any real happiness, presents to the view a perpe-
rual scene of animosity and brawl. They both dislike one another, A snile
i never seen an their cheeks. Anger always furrows their brows. Mutual
discontent and hatred are then given vent to in those abusive languages with
which they wantonly charge one another ;those horrid imprecations in which
they speak of the conduct of their parents in forming theirunion; those se-
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vere beatings which the violent and unprincipled huskband inflicts npon his
‘wife ; those tears of sorrow and repentance whieh. frequently bathe her eyes ;
those breaches of fidelity which they were bound to observe towards each
other, and thesc mutual separations which not unirequently take place be-
iweenttem. This, reader, is no faneiful pricture ! It is attested by factand
expertence. As an effect of this difference of tastos ane disposition betwecen
the parties, occasioned by their early marriage, divorces take place, and second
and third marriages are necessarily resorted to. The consequence of this we
will treat under a separate head ;and therefore we proceed as followas.,

3. Barly marriage haviug produced, as has been shown, mutual discortent
between the parties, leads at fast, 10 their mutual separatien. Vexed and dia-
contented with the present wife, the husband divorces her and turns his
thoughts and affections to anether object * He performs Lis second marri-
age with the greatest pomp and splendour. He deprives his former wife of all
her ornaments which were given once to her by himself, or, which is the same
thing by his parents and which he has the right of taking back from her when
he pleases. He exposes her in every way he chouses,and tries every argu.
ment 1n his power to convince the people” of his Innocence, who way be 1n-
c:ined to put an unfavourable construetion on his eonduct. - Thus having vin-
dicated himself in the sight ofthe people, and married another girl as he wish-
ed, he feels somewhat contented at the trme, resting assared that his futsre
days now wouid pass hetter and more Liappily. With an apparently warm,
but really assumed, fondness does he embrace and kiss his second wiie on the
o ie hand, while on the other, with bitter jealousy and hatred h= spurps away
from his presence the poor creature to whom he was first wedded. Those
relations of the first wife, who used first to earess him with all marks of fond
atiention and reygard, now look upon him with the eyeof an ewemy, frown at
the very recollection of his name, and contemplate his conduct like that of
2 wild brute. Party” feelings are excited, disputes set on foot, each other’s
evil is sought after, hatred and dnlmosity reign inthe families, "The poor re-
lations of the despised and neglected girl feeling themselves powerless,
weep and bewail the fate of the unhappy poor and nearly diverced girl, and
at last spend their wrath upon her, and give vent to all their excited feel-
INgs In severe expressions against her alone, Married then, as he now is, it is
difficuit to say whether or not under present circumstances the husband would
be subjected to the same troubles and vexations to which he was exposed in
the society of his first wife, unless the second should prudently forbear cross-
ing him in his views and inclinations, and onless from the fear of bringing
down the same disgrace and mischance which befell her fellow, She should
take care to agree with him in all his views and patiently submit to every
specied of tyranny, which her lord may choose to exercise on her, When
the proper season arrives, the new wife goes to her husband’s house. There,
perhaps still, she sees her rival, and burns with Jealousy towards her. Bat
every thing there is her’s. She usurps the piace of the former wife of her
husband, quarrels with her, and finds out every subject to tease and vex her,
She now wears all the ornaments of which the former wife was stripped off
naked. She dresses herself in al] those rich clothes whieh had first covered
the body of herrival. She gains animportant station in her husband’s fami-
}y, an uppermost place in her husband’s affections, Interesting scenes open
to her view, and important duties press upon her notice, and all this to the
disadvantage of her rival. Now the poor degraded first wif® is corapelied
to seek refuge from-the violence of her husband and Jealousy of her rival
under the roof of her parents, 1If they be living, she is received into
their arms. And what is her state there? They outstretch their pro-

. * There are not few instances in which the Bramins and Purvoes have, {rom
the cause above alluded lo, been abliged to lenve their'first wives and mar-

Ty again.
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tection towards her as they do towards every other member of their fami-
ly. They watch over her with pecaliar tenderness and care, as a being re-
jected by her hosband, and removad far off from all the sources of conjugal
felicity. Bat all the rest of the people regard thelr condnct with suspicion
and hatred. She thore <pends her days niost miserably in a dark solitary
chamber, having no fixed object in-view, no patticular avocation to be en-
gaged in, in fact, having nothing else to do but to eat and sleep.  All herre-
lations except a few of th= most dear, and her parents, despise ber as unwor-
thy of being seen and talked to. IF disease attacks her, and iavs her prostrate
on the bed of sickness, she i3 doomed to suffer all its lLorrors without any
kind of comfort ar relief, [ven her nearest relations refuse to adminigter to
her any necessary medical aid, theceby seeking to zetrid of one on whose
nceount they are exposed to public adium, The silence of Ler sick chamber
is broken ouly by the rude voics of a few strangers to whom she was proba-
bly & friend, or with whom she was merely acquainted. She is nearly reduced
to a state next that of a real widow, If she were now to die, difficuity 1s
felt in finding peeple to aitend on her remains. It is a custom in reference
“fo 8!l Hiudu women, that on their death the relations of their husbands sre
entitled to attend to their funeral obsequies, and to perform all the other ce-
remonies connected with them. But the relations of her husband are utter-
iy prejudiced amainst her, they refuse to waiton her remains, much more so,
her husband who had divorced her. Such is the condition of the unbappy
wretch who after her separation from her husband, lives under her paternal roof.

If her parents be not alive, or if they be unwiiling to receive ber into their
protection from the fear of drawing down public odium over their heads, she
is then lost to the world without pity — without redress. All her prospects
- of conjugal felicity vanish away ¢ like the bascless fabric of & vision.” The
veligion of her country and parents forbids her second marriage entirely. She
is left to the solitary enjoyiment of her own resources, if she has auy. Sus-
pecting the jealousy of herrival and the harsh treatment of her husband, if
she should remain in his house, having none to assist her in her distress, and
to previde her with food and clothing, trembling with the fear of receiving
the most unwelcome treatment from her relatives, she liag no other alternative
left but one. She therefore agrées with herself, as it were, in deep-despair
“and in the agony of menta] anxiety,to consign herself as a prostitute to the
mercy of the world, regardless ofthe honor of her father’s family, and the in-
calculable injury she may thereby doto the credit and reputation of her hus-
band. Hence, while passing through the streets of this large eity, we
meet with immense numbers of prostitutes, a great part of whom consisls
of Bramins and subordinate castes of the Hindus, 'who probabiy in con-
gequence of some disputes with their lawivl hushandse, were obliged to leave
them, and consent to lead such dizhonorable hves. Such are the wretched
consequences of early marriage. If the custom then of not marrying early
prevailed genecrally, these disastrous effects would entirely be prevented.
There should be familiar intercourse between the sexes allowed, and it
should be regarded by no man in the light of an mtrigue.  Much opportunity
might then be given to the parties intending to marry; of finding out kindred
dispositions and of forming those sirong and Tasting attachmenis without
which the married state is often more preductive of misery than of happiness.
Marriages formed on this plan would be productive of much good.. Such
separations and such instances of matrimonial infidelity would less fregirently
occur, and such open divorces less freqnently be observed. The husband and
wife would live in mutual esteem and love, and the ardour of attachment be-
tween them, accompanied by a purity of conduct. would so much heighten the
enjoyment of their mutual comforts and happiness, a8 to make the married
state really capable of affording the blessings which it is certainly caleulated
to produce. | .
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6. Early marriage of children is calenlated to subject their parents to
many unnecessary cares, expenses, and perplexities which might otherwise
be wvoided.

First, with reference to the parents of the hoys. They are particulary care.
ful to observe and watch aver the conduct and character of their son’s wife,
As she is in future to form a part of their family, they become extremely
anxious as regards lier bubaviour to those by whom she is surrounded, Oneo
having married their son with her according to their own choice and will,
they begin afterwards to display some anxiety as he grows up with. regard to
the probability or improbability of his liking her. Apprehensive of many dis-
agreesble circumstnces being likely to be produced in the event of his not
beiny pleased with his wife, and of & mutual difference of views prevsiling
between them both hereafter, the parents of the boy ogeasionally invite their
daughter-in-law even when she is yet young totheir own house, set her some
particular work to be busy with, or teil her to attend to some duties of the
house, the performance of which wenld require some exertion of skill and ta-
lent, thereby seeking to afford their son the opportunity of making himself
scquainted with her real merits. But true love between the sexes js not
foanded upon snch forced external exhibitions of character, It resides in the
mind, in the feelings, inthe aflections. It yearns towards that which is kin-
dred, that which is coneenial to its nature. 1t does not vield its sympathies, its
emotions, to what is bodily and external. It eriesaloud for congeniality of na-
ture, of aim, of disposition, And this congeniality, it'it really exists, is founded
only on close and intimate intercourse. But this is not allowed to take place
between the husband and wife before a certain time. However solicitous,
therefore, the parents may be to make their son pleased with a girl of their
own choosing, their anxiety is unanswered by the result. Few pairs could
be found to love each other sincerely, whose unjon is net founded upon love
self, bat upon the present and wayward humour of some elders OT superiors,
The parents of the son are moreover pul to several enormous ¢xpenses in
eddition to those which they had made ior his marriage. The expenses grow
- 08 the wife and the son grow in years. Though the prrents are poor and
unabis to stand all the necessary occasions of expense, yet the tyranny of
fashion must prevail. Their son'is yet young and drudges at achool. . The
whole weight of expenses must fall on the shoulders of the poor parents.
When his wife arrives at the age of puberty, a great ceremony follows as
elsewhere noticed, on which not less than quarter of a thousand rupees isim-
perceptibly lost. Tanumerable other ceremanies of a similar kind frequently
occar, and they must rlso be dnly attended to. The parents of the boy have
to make ornatnents, te buy elothes, and to do many other things for his wife
which he is yet incapable of doing. They must gratify all her wishes, sup-
ply all her wants, satisfy all her tastes, and lastly exercise all their control
over her. Their son is indecd a hushand, but he is yet incapable of dis-
charging all the dutier of » husband. In lapse of thme the husband is con-
verted into a father. He brings new beings into existenee whose wanta ani
necessities his own parents are obliged to supply. Uhis ismo hasty conclu-
sian.* The several expenses atiending the feeding, thgclothing, the educa-
tion of his children, his old parents still must submit to. Hu is }'ét younganid
scarcely competent enoush to discharge himsell. his duties to his children
whom he has brought into existence. He involves his parents in expenses
more and more intricate without the ability of helping thern by his means.
They become quite exhausted by the successive pressures of expénses rising
ttpon them, and look townrds their son for his help and assistance in hghten-
ing their burden, and making their way smooth and easy through those dif-

* Many Hind(i boys upwards of 16, reading a spelling book in the Native
Education Society, are fathers of more than two children.
| 3
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ficulties into which he was the csuse of involving them, They waitin anx-
ious expectation of seeing him employed. Days after days, weeks after weeks,
months after months, years after years, roll away : but the youth, the inex-
perience, and the meagre education which the boy received, unfit him for any
respectable or important employment, Their parents’ anxiety daily increases,
their carcs daily multiply, and their patience is exhansted. 'They becowe so
extremely anxious as (o their son’s beiny somehow or other furnished with
the means of supporting his wile and children and their being consequently
relieved from the duty of providing for them in his stead, that they cannot
sometimes contaln themselves, They oceasionally feel the necessity of break-
ing out inte such d:sagreeable expressions as almost to wound the feelings
" of the boy, e#nd in fact to draw a tear of repentance from his eye. The parentas
daily continue to thregten and scold the boy till he gets himself somewhere
well situnted, and attains the ability of providing for the necessary wants of
his own wite and children.

Secondly, with reference to the paremts ef the girl, The expenses to
which her parents are subjecled on account of her po only so far as will, and
not necessity, is concerned. Excepting those which ettended her marriage,
few occasions of expense occur to them compared with those to which the
parents ol the boy nre called upon to subwit. This circumstance arises only
from the state of absolute dependence in which the girl is placed upon her
husband, and the family to which he belongs. For the girl, as was observed
before, when she 18 betrothed, 18 no longer the property of her parents, But
though she is separated from her parents in form and fashion, yet she is not
separated from the fibres of their hearts. Their solicitude for her welfare
leads them eagerly to wish the good of her husband upon whom the dearest
interests of their danghter depend. "Phey become extremely serious as to
the manner v which the hasband of their daughter'may be brought up, the
kind of education he may reccive, the line of profession he may follow, the
accidents that may befall him, the temptations to which he may be exposed,
the excess in which he may be led, and several ether circumstances that
might tend to affect his own interests, and with them those of their own
daughter who 18 his wife. The good reports which they may hear of him
overwhelm them with joy. His dispraise, however, sends a theill of sorrow
and indignation through their hearts, They are then vexed and disturbed by
the agony of & restless anxiety, When they hear of their 2on-in-law as being
engaged in the pursuits of dissipatiom, or as being confirmed in the habits of
sensuality, or as being in the kabit of sauntering about in the streets, oras
growing indifferent to the cultivation of his mind, they are seized with just
anxiety about the fulure welfare of their own daunghter. Theirirritated feel-
ings are well depicted in the features of their countenance, in their redden-
ed cheeks, and in the sneer which plays over their brows. They send servants
after servants to the house of their san-in-law, te have n conference i their
name with his pareats regansdiap the conduet of their boy, to make them ac-
quainted with the reports which they had heard to his disadvantsge, and to
warl them to keqp o strict and careful watch over him in future. Every sub-
jectin which the integests of their daughler may be involved, rouses their an-
xiety. As in reference to the ease of the parents of the boy, their cares and
solicitnde grow with the growth of their daughter. She may in a short time
become the mother of a child, aa is too often the case, But if her husband be
young and tncapable of providing for her, what is she to do ? Who is to pro-
vide for her child and supply all her wants ? The father-of her husband !
True ; but how long is he to do so it ig difficult to say. Not more certain is
it however that he would live long. 'T'hese enquiries occur to the minds of
their parents as their daughter becomes a full grown being. Such caresand
anxieties always agitate the breasts of the parents of the gir) from the mo-
ment that she is betrothed to the moment that she is-firmly established in life,
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Such then, are the effocts which the early marriage of their children is cal-
culated to produce in reference to the case of their parents,

(7). The miseries entailed upon women by early marriage next merit at-
teation. The injury done to the female sex by this pernicious system js in-
deed incaleulable. We have already remarked that woman is married at the
carly age of five or six, at an age when she is-incapable of judging for her-
self, and when no attempt can be made to distinguish her peculiar tastes, and
to find out kindred dispositions in her future husband to whom she is intend-
ed to be betrothed. She is not at all at her digposal in her marriage. Af-
ter her betrothment, she lives as was observed before in the house of her
parents for a considersble time. If during this petiod her husband die,
though she may never once have seen her hushand, except on the day of
their marriage, shef is considered as a widow, Religion entirely forbids her
second marriage, and the penalty imposed upon those who would disobey
this solemn injunction of the shastras, i3 the forfeiture of cast, house and
relatives. She is condemned to the miseries of perpetual widowhood. - Al
her brighter prospects in life are covered by an cternal cloud of despan
which not a single ray of hope is left to penetrate. She in fact ends hoer
existence just as she began it.  She was indeed ma rried. But she kuew as
little of her husband as if she was not married to him at all. She was mar-
ried with the prospect of enjoying the pleasures of conjugal blisa. But her
prospects and hopes are buried for ever with her husband in the grave.
$he was married that she may have the pleasure of an happy intercourse
with her hushand, and be the means of leaving a few children on earth be-
. hind her and her husband, as representatives to commeinorate their exist-
ence, and perpetuate their names. But she had never perhaps once seen
her husband’s face any more than on the day of marriage ; far lesscould
she have spoken a word to him. She ma y have aitended on & few ceremo-
nies in which femalea feel the extremest delight., But all ceremonies are
now for ever lost to her, except those of shaving her head and stripping
herself of all her ornaments, Her hushand is suddenly cut off by the stroke
of death, when yet the married couple had scarcely passed the portals of
youth, and were yet lingering amid the scenes of childhood, when they were
neither able to understand the important nature of their connection, nor to
appreciate the important duties which arose from their union, when they
could neither speak with one another nor could sympathize with each other
in their thoughts and feelings, when they had no idea of the relationship in
which they stood to one another, and the obligations they owed in reforence
to those by whom they were surrounded. When both the hushand and wife
were 8o young, and the world, as it really is, was st beginning to dawn
upon them, the formeris cutoff from all its ties, 'Phe hy and dies! And
alas, the sliock is stunningly great. Who is now to care for the gir] when
sive is thus deserted? Whe is to guide herthrough the numberiess cares
and perplexities of the world, when she ia thus left aloge without him upon
whom had depended all her hopes and prospects? But still the miseries of
her bereavement are aggravated ina ten-fold degree by her age, and the cir-
cumstances 1n which she waa placed, when such a bereavement befel her.
She waa too young as we have already remarked. She might be just indulg-
ing in all her plays and gambols withia the doors of her father’s ouse when
the dismal news of her husband’s death arrives. 'The news reaches her enrs,
but it passes by as unheeded and neglected 8s the idle wind that goes along.
She is too young too appreciate her loss. O poor little innocent! Her pa-
rents fall crying out, beating their breasts, and bewailing the melancholy
fate of their daughter, and erying out often that she is gone - lost for ever.
Yet the bereaved wife is unconscious of the loss ghie has sustained, and not a
tear 18 seen starting up in Her eyes, but what may be drawn by the sympathy
of passion, 'Thus unconsciously does she sustain the blow, but miserably is
she obliged to drag out the tedious existence of a widow almost from her
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hirth., Parents and kindred may still alt be around her, but he who was the
brideoroom affianced of her future career, upon whom depended atl her
hopes and prospects, has withered away from her path, like a flower cut
down in the dewy light ef the morning. Alus! the cloud of grief whiek
hangs over her is indeed a heavy one, Her's is a wretched dreary existence
of a widow, and her’s is an ineotmparably severe and heavy loss.  She is ao-
lemuly prohibited from choostng another husband with whom to begin again
her carthly career. She is condemned from her very childhood toall the
miseries and privations which widowhood can entail npen her.  She 18 de-
prived of all the rights, and privileges and duties of a married woman, She
13 rendered perfectly useless both to herself und to those around her, She
ean partake in none of the ceremonies performed at hoine, She can take
. share in none of the feasts which micht take place elther in the fammly of
“her parents or in that of her deceased husband. She is considered as a be-
ing wholly unfit for any of the duties of her life. The secing of her face
alone is considered as an unpropitious omen.  [u addition to the heavy loss
which she has sustained by the death of her husband, an unspeakable 1njury
is done to her by those who are living. FHer hair is shaved off, her ornaments
are taken off, the red powder which painted her forchead in a poiut 15 rith-
bed off  The tine apparel which-had adorned her person is changed into a
coarse dirty cloth, whiel she is obliged to wear tiil she is no more. She is
obliged to keep herself confined for a copsiderable time in a dark room without
being scen by any body, lying ou bare ground covered sometimes witha few
ragged clothes, cating sparingly aud rejecting all wholesome foad.  For
every thing sweet, shie now contracts an sversion; and of every thing bitter
and sonr she is willing to taste a little portion. She in fact submits herseif
to all privations and sufferings. ' Instead of attending to the performance
of certain cercmonies and the celebration of certain festivals which so fre-
quently engage the attention, and occupy the time, of the wife of a Hving
husband, she must now turn all her thoughts to pilgrimages to some holy
shrines, and devete her life exclusively to religious and melancholy contem-
plation. She is secluded from all intercourse with society, and allowed no
place in conversation or discussion of any kind either with men or with those
of her own sex. O! mournful thought, that a girl who hins not yet prssed the
portals of green youth, and upon whom the world is but just beginning to
dawn, such a girl 1o be so deprived of all the enjoyments which she might
he capable of enjoying, to be condemned to pass her valuable life in such
dreary solitude of the world, and 10 be eonsigned, so to speuk, 1o aliving tomb,
and all for the death of her husband alone, Observe then, reader, the danger-
ous effects of the system of early marriage which teads so suddenly to blight,
as if by a withering blast, all the fairest prospects of a being so gentleand
young, and buries all her hopes with her dead husband in the silent grave for
ever and ever! Think of the miseriesof herlife, of the dreary golitude in
which she is condemned to gpend the whole term of her existenee: — of her
perpetual exclasion from all participation in the charities of the domestic cir-
ele and of her unhappy doom to suffer without pity or without any alleviation,
all the privations and sufferings which the wretched system of Hindiisin en-
joins on widewhood, Think of a being who was certainly brought ito exist-
ence for accomplishing the higher purposes of life, who possesses so exten-
sive control over human society, and upon whom depends the formation of
its character, to be so cruelly exposed to the harsh and wicked treatment at
the hands of her relatives ; to be eo grievously negleeted, and condemned to
lead a life of uselessness and of unnecessary privations and sufterings; to be
so entirely devoted to perpetual solitnde, and to be deprived of the enjoyment
of all those rights and privileges which she has a right "claim in common
wih all her fellows of herown sex. | SR

17. A minute zccount of ulmost all the particulars connected with the

¢o ilition of widows js to be found in an Essay on Female Education written
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by an intelligent native * and recently published in one of the last numbers
of the Christian Spectator. We shali therefore refrain from makirg mora
thun a few remarks onthe subject. Deporable indeed is the condition of Hip-
doo women on the death of their husbands. It is atike deplorable under
whatever circumstances of life they may be placed. When the hushanl
dies, the wife becomes a perfectly clinnged being — chaneed not of conrse for
the better, but for the worse. Her head is shaved, and all heor rigrhts and pri-
vileges asa woman, are lost. Sho eats tittle, sleeps little, rises very early in
tHE morning, and gives herself up to mneclancholy thoughts the whole day,
Bhe is exposed to the severest privations incident upon herstate, She is
generally excluded from all the enjoyment of her husband’s property and the
male portion of her relatives claim the possession of the far greater part of it,
In the higher classes of the native connnunity. widows of rich husbands, seem
to command some degree of respect and attention, but this we can only say
In reference to such few of them, whose husbands on their death, may have
committed to them the management of the family, or [eft to their inheritance
some vetuable portion of their property iu testimony to some extraordinary af-
fection which may have existed between them both. With reepect to many,
howevet, we have the most melancholy traths to declare. ‘They are placed
under the controul of their sons If they have any, or of some male relatives
who muay have the power of supporting them so situated ; the perplexities in
which they are involved, the sufferings to which they are exposed, and the
cruel treatinent they receive at the hands of their relatives, can only be con-
ceived. Subjected to the tyranny of their parents whean young, treated by
their hnsbands in a manner worse than sluves, and exposed to the harsh treat-
1sent of their sons and those arvund them afler their husband’s death, they
present themselves forth as the most pitiful objects to the eye of benevolence,
But indeed their stete of widowhood is the consummation of all their mise-
ries, and affords a full specimen of man's trivmph over woman in this country,
Neglected and despised during their lives, they also lie unnoticed and forgot-
ten in their silent graves.

8. In connection with this branch of the subject, there is a remarkable
circumstance which we cannot avoid noticing here briefly. It is the most re- |
volting custom of a besotted superstition to be found in the records of agea.
I mean the “ Suttee.” When the husband dies, the faithful wife must burn
herself upon the body of her dead husband. The hope of effecting an eman-
cipation of her husband from the bondage of his sing which he may have
eomnmitted in this world, and the prospect of securing for herself the enjoy-
ment of immortal felicity in heaven, motives which are supplied by her own
#uperstition, prompt her to the perpetration of this horrible deed. The indif-
ference with which she now observes those objects which had once most en-
- gaged her attention is remarkable. She leaves her sons, her daughters, her
dearest relatives, with a firmness of purpose which the prospect of something
higher, something nobler, than mere earthly good, can be expected to ngpire,
and absorbed wholly in the contemplation of some higher - duty apon which
her mental eye is henceforth constantly fixed, the unhappy vietim plunges
herself into the burning pile of her husband. Myriads of such miserable vic-
tims were a few years ugo doomed in our country, to such premature deaths,
and the most horrible death too, -Myriads of such cruel piles were then
seen continually blazing forth on the plains of India, But blessed be Gogd !
throughont all the British territories of our country, this eruel practice has
entirely been ruppressed ; these cruel piles have entirely been extinguished.
In some of the Independent Native States however, this abominable system is
stil] reigning in all its unmitigated practical horrors. But were the vojce of
British majesty to ba heard in those dark regions of superstition, to-morrow
those cruel piles would then mstantly be quenched, and the 8ystem wonld

* Hari Keshaveji,
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there too, be entirely checked the next day.  But excuse me reader, to have
detained you so fong. Though the mercy of the British rule has rescued wi-
dows in this cﬂuntr_v from the fate of hemg burnt alive, yet no means i hi-
therto adopted to deliver them fromthe miseries of widowhood to which by
thie wretched system of Hinduisin they are grievously condemued.

19, We shall therefore just proceed to offer a few remarks on the remar-
ringe of widows,

Afterthe death of their husbands, Hind( women are solemnly prohibitedfrom
mareying again, They are saby*rted to all the horrors and miseries of -
petual w nEm'.ImGd as deseribed sbove. Nothing, inmy ﬂpiumn, can be mora
tyrannical and unrezsonable than the system which enjoins such unne-
- ¢essary privations on widows. Whatever may be the religious senti-
ments of others on this subject, we deprecate such a cruel sy stem aitogether.

Man excorcises such a despolic authority over woman in this cuuntr}r that
shie is held to be '3 slave and not his companion, and always treatled as-
such, When the wiue dies, the husband has the right of marrying another
and then another, and he may go onmarrying till he is unableso todo, Magn’s
sway over woman here i1s §0o unprecedented and despetic, and yet so undis-
puted, that he 1 at liberty to dispose of hisliving wife just as it suits his taste,
and even ta marry another if e should dislike her, or, ag was said before, if
no congeniality of sentiment and no sympathy of feeling should exist be-
tween them. Butalas! woman once married can marry no more. [ her hua-

band should die even when she may be very young, she is entirely prohibit-
ed from marrying another husband, It does not howeverclearly appear, why
woman should be condeinned to perpetual widowhood, when man 18 permit-
ted to marry sgain.  The great pood and eternal I‘ather when he had form-
ed our earth and all thmnrs that live and move and have their being on it,
iast of ali created man and womaun, pluced them in the choicest spot, and

endued them with an equ*ﬂ degree, with the highest range of intellectual
faculties and moral capacitiess. When he Liad so eqm]ly constituted them -
both, and placed thews under circumstances exactly fitted to their mutual
condition, there &ppaars ne rcason why a line of distinction should now be
drawn between them, and why woman alone sheould be excluded {rom the
_enjoyment of those ntrhts and privileges which man posscsses,and which are
calculated to affect the drepest intereats of both. An argument generally
brought forward by the blﬂ'i}tt{'d HindGs against the remarriage of woman
is this, that if slie be permitted to marry agnin, she may be inclined to kill her
own husband in ease she should not like him, and thus make it easy for her
to marry another whom she would choose. DBut this arguinent,so far from
proving against her re-marriage, only provesagainst the customof early mar-
riage itseif. F or, she would scarceiy have found reason to dislike her hus-
bﬂnd if she had been married late and left at her own disposal in choosing
out a huaband ‘The same argument rather tends strongly to-confirm our own
views witl: regardto the effects of early marriage, in ite causing between the
the parties, dissimilurity of tastes and views, which ultimately produce their
mutual dislike and hatred, Mutnal separations do sometimes, as we have seen,
take place in consequence. The result of this is casily perceived. In that
case the divarced wife as it were, who is probibited fromn marrying another
husband, is oblized to be a prostitute and to support herself. In conse-
quence ol the samo prohitbition, nany women afler the death of thelr husbands
find themselves neccssitated to proceed to the same disgraceful extreme,

Wearied with the miserable life of widowhood, end goaded on by passion or
by pressure of wants, from winch they have none in their present state to re-
lieve them, they subit themselves to the bas: necessity of lurming unlawfol

intrigues, and that they may break off at onev frem ail restraints give them-
selves up wholly to the mercy of the world, to the great dishonor of theirown

families and of the counnunity to which they belong.  Instances of this
nature too frequentiy obtrude uvon our motice to be here enumnerated, The
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youngost classes of widows should in this respect be particularly guarded
against. ‘They are exposed to more powerful temptutions than those of the
other class. But however watehfully their conduct tery be observed and
scrutinized, the heart cannot be laid open to lmnnan view, and the ways of pas-
sicn are often hid under an ambash.  Flence trany nnmoeralitities are ge-
cretly practised which the state of widowhood scemed directly to check.
The fickleness of youth soon, however, hurries them into dangervus and open
extremes, and not unirequently do they too hecome the publie ninisters of
vice and sensuality to the gay world. Nota few of them are led through deep
despair to'the necessity of committing suicide, whose wild inclinations the
more immediute restraints of their family might oppose.

T'he prohibition of the re-marrizge of widows tends to guhject thens to ell those
miseries which the want of connnbial enjoyiment is caleufated to preduce. Its
too much indulgence as well as is want termd te comnit incaleniable Injury
on the health of body and mind. What we have now to do with, 18 ita wapt,
And i zll the miseries and diseases, therefore, whieh it produces, al] the na-
tive widows whose remarriage is prohibited are more or Jess necessarily ex-
prsed. It is a truth admitted by all medical men, whether FEuropean or native,
that mortality prevails most in the two periods of human life, nimiely, voung
nad old age. The young are apt soonte die as well as the old, the midde
nge s much less exposed to the attaeks of mortality. Now according to the
present system of early marriage among the Hindeos, young girls are mar-
ried to hushands at least four or five yearz in advance of them. 'Fhe girls
at the time of their marriage are generally six or seven yearsold. And as the
principie of mortality rages most in the two extremes of hwinan life, a rreater
nomber of young husbands whoare so early married, and who arca few years
more advanced in years than their wives, are apt sooner to die, Hence the
the young wives hecome widews from a very early age, and in conse-
quence of the prohibition of thetr remarriage, become necessarily exposed to
allthe miseries which are incident mpon the want of connubial enjoyment,
Many young widows in this country are consequently suflering very much
from this evil. How greata blessing therefore might be conferred npen the
poor native women by permitting them to marry scain ! | |

The custom of prohibiting the remarringe of widows, is again highly cen-
tradictory to the intentions of providence,and extrenrely injurious to the inter-
ests of society. God created woman to be man's help-meet for life, and to
fructify unto him children who should be their representatives on earth, and
when woman is allowed to remain unmarried after her first husband is dead
without children, the benevolent design of providence id directly opposed.
Society also would have been much benefitted by the addition of new num.
bers which the births of children may have supplied. But the circumstance
of women not heing allowed to marry again, prevents the fulfilment of this
end. How many children wounld have been born and have sdded to the
number of our population, if those women, who have been condemned to Jead
the life of perpetnal widowhood, and to bewoan in vain the loss of their
husbands in the silent loneliness of their chamber, were permitted to marry
again, and to partake of the enjoyments of society. s -

Perhaps, the remarriage of those widows who have no ehildren y might ap-
pear to some not se odd snd strange as the remarriage of those who have,
But if they divest themselves of their prejudices, they might see nothing of
an odd nature in the remarriage of the latter class too. They must remem-
ber that among the natives the Hindd fathers of living ehildren, when their
wives die, marry a second time. On the same principle may widowed mo-
thers of children be married again. Disputes and jealousies, it is true may.
take place between the new husband and her children, but they are no less
frequentin the other case. This circumstance should not be allowed to aper-
ate over the minds of men so far nsto affeet the principle we intend to os.
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tablish, Right education will have its due infleence, snd will produce its ef-
fects. .

W, Polygamy was practised to a considerable extent atnong the Hindfia
some years aro, The Brahmans, Kshatris, Vaishyas and even Sudras wereal-
lowed to inarry maaey more wives, than one, two or three, The first of those
wers permitted to marry sometimes a hundred wives, and the latter classes
looked upon it as a high distinetion to be possessed of several, Jealonsy and
contentions were the inevitable consequeners,  But the system which pre-
zeribed this custom is not suppressed, nnd the spirit which excited it ig not ex-
Lingtushed. Put a suflicient sum of money into the hands of the people
and permit one example to be first set, and you will sce thousand ethers in-
stuntly following it. Nothine canr be miore indicative of the compiete igno-
rance of the natives with reference to the most important duties and relations
which marriage mvolves than the prevalence of this odious custom among
thein. 'T'he evils attendant on this institution are obvicus, The tamily that
rigeg out of such an abominable and promiscuous intercourse is aways di-
“vided and subdivided inlo smaller branches, and can never forn itsell’ uto
~one compact body of union, all whose parts harmonize with another, and,

“ Create the according music of a:well mixed state.”

The affections between the sexes are exhausted in the highest desree,
and the passion of love, which when its gratifications are few, burns with a
brighter flame, is entirely extinguished by the excessive sensuality which
i3 prompted by numerous temptations peculiar to polygamy. The attach-
mernt between the sexes, loses its ardor and fervor which diffuse gladness
- over the domestic circle and render the simple married state happy. 1t would
merely be waste of time to dwell on this subject long. Enough it is, that
its effects are well understood by the general reader. To the honor of
Hindd families, may it be said, that a practice so ubominable, so debasing
' to human nature, and so mischievous in its effects, hus now been repressed
to some, if not a sufficient degree, and the day will soon come when it shall
be entirely extinguished. 1t is difficult, however, fo account for the origin
of thig matitution any other way than by attributing it to the peculiar cir-
camstance of the procreation of children having been laid down as one of
the chiel duties of man on earth, and to the excessive desire, bordering
simost on religious enthusiasm, which wasevinced by the sexesto be possess-
ed of children. Those who have the numerous offspring are considered as
having best answered the end of their existence. And we may safely came
to the conclusion, that the institution of early marriage has originated in
the prevalence of the same moral sentiments which are universally held on
the subject by the people of this conntry. Now we may here take the op.
portunity of observing, that the custom of early marriage has tended to lead
“to a result closely approximating to polygamy. Early marriage, [ say, ap-
proximates to polygamy In rendering necessary, second, or third, or many
more marriages, under circumstances already explained. It resembles po-
lygamy in substance though not in form. Polygamy was or is practised
throngh freewiil and choice, unchecked by law or religion,  And the several
divorces and remarriages which asre the consequences of early marriage are
founded upon pretext and pass off under the plausible show of necessity,
unchecked and unrestrained. Yea,ander present circumstances, in which
matters here stand, s0 numerous are the grounds on which a hushand may
dismiss his first wife and marry another, that if he would, he may never
want a plausible pretext for so doing, The power of divorcing, reserved
‘to him is unlimited and intolerable. And we may come to the conclusion
that these unhappy circumstances, arise sot orly from the system of early
marriage, but from those loose and incorrect notions eptertained by the na-
tives with regard to the marriage relation itself. We liave therefore just as
much reason, and perhaps more, to deprecate the practice of early marriage

W
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as that of polygamy, both of which are productive of ne smali amount of
evil, though different in its nature, and though modified by different circum-
stances, ‘ |

Permit me now, reader, to request your particular attention to the following
and concluding remarks on early marriages. If the custom of early mar-
ringe did not prevail ; if it be entirely abolished by all the members of the
community who practise it ; if the marriages of children be notallowed to be
dictated by the prejudices of custom, and the selfish views and interested
feelings of the parents ; if thé™marriages of children be delayed to that period
of their lives when their judgment would be cleared and matured, and when
they would obtain clearer views of their respective rights and duties ifthe
- #exes be aliowed to have free and friendly intercourse between one another,
go that better opportunities may be given to them for discoveringkindred tastes
and disposilions, and for foriming those lasting attachmients, without whicl:
the married state is more productive of misery than of happiness; if the choice
and will of the perties who are to enter yupon the marriage state be consulted,
rather than the epinion and judgment of others, the marriage state would
Emve an overflowing source of felicity on carth, and be the means of great

lessing to sociely in general, Late marriages taking place in this manper =

would be far different from those early marriages, where unions between the
sexes are now only prompied by the pleasure and whims. of the parents, and
they would in the end prove highly beneficial in their results. The earlier
years of life would be spent inthe quiet pursuits of knowledge, and the future
inthe calm enjoyment of conjugal felicity. Mutual hatred, mutiyal jealousy,
mutual separations between the sexes, and all the train of evils attendant
- on early marriage, would be entirely prevented or less frequently obtruded
upon public notice. The affections would not be exhausted, The delay of
gratification would add to the intensity of the feeling ; and the passion of
love so far from being utterly quenched, would only for a time be guppress-
ed, that it might afterwards burn with brighter lustre. The sexes would be
united by the strong feelings of genuine attachment, and from sueh a source
of affection between them, there shall flow down beautiful rills of enjoyment,
which shall branch into a thousand rivulets and at last swell into mi hty
river of human felicity, * enriching, fertilizing, and adorning the whole Reld
of life. The happiness of the married state which is now considered as the
means of early indulgence or gratification would thenbe looked upon with
delight as the reward of real attachment, founded upon the mutual sympathy.
of kindred views and dispositions. -

Much more indeed conld be said on the subject of this essay, if time had per-
mitted us. But we earnestly request the serious attention of our readers,
espectally of the natives to those considerations which we are conscious we
have 8o imperfectly meditated. Remember, my dear native brethren, remem-
ber that the present subject over which we have just passed, is the most im-
{;ortant one that can occupy your attention. Remember that you need not

e admonighed that the subject must come home to your hearts with all the
might of an awful responsibility. See that you strain every one. of your
nerves in pursaing the reformation of your own families upon which depends
the happiness or misery of your present or future life. Sumnmon all your cner-
gies at this important crisis in battering down the strong-holds of prejudices
and superstition, which set a bar to all useful improvement. 1If you neglect
to do this now, whenit is high time for you, depend upon it, that you are ruined
— utterly ruined. But pause a little ! Methinks there is a voice keenly
reproaching me for being hitherto so unmindful of this awful responaibility,
and neglecting to suggest or use the means by which the good of my country-
men may thus be gccomplished. Methinks, it accuses all the most renowned
lawyers und legislators of India, for their having allowed to grow tosuch i
- huge bulk, those institutions and systems which now-a-days we see occasion-

ing such an unspeakable injury to many a family in this courtry, Methinks
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it accuses you ull, especially such of you,as have the means and power of
thinking aright — it accuses you all for your having displayed such an
apathy towards the dearest interests of your brethren in the circumstance of
your neglecting to do that which as involving yoir concerns of the highest
moment, yott ought never to overlook, being the morzl, intelligent, and respon-
aible creotures of Ged. And that voice is surely the small still voice of
congcience. Indeed, in this awful predicament do all of you my dear native
hrethren, from the least knowing to the most-igtelligent, reaily and fearfully
stand. if therefure you have any regard to your own interest, and to those
ofthe fellow members of your own community, do away instantly with every
one of those prejudices and customs which have hitherto so debased your
character and degraded you in the scale of civilization. 1f you have any
regard to the eternal welfare of your friends, relatives, and your wives and
children, instantly do away with those ceremonies which occupy their atten- °
tion and engage their affections in detriment to the immortal interests of
their souls. ] do not say that yourunited efforts in levelling to the ground
all those huge systems which have hitherte been fondly cherished by your-
selves and your ancestors, will be without failure in accomplishing that grand
and glorious task. We ought to feel our dependence on the grace of God. -
We ought never to separate in our thoughts his grace from our exertion, and
we ought to. undertake our plans imploring hisatd and confiding init. We
ought sincerely to pray to God to help us and to guide us in the accomplish-
ment of our design. We ought humbly to pray to him to direct us into & right
path, and to lead us all into the way of salvation. For what avails it that we
have gained the whole world and lest eur soul ¢ Think upon this, ponder npon
this, my dear brethren;pray that your souls may bhe saved, or else your ruin
is unspeakable, — is eternal. 1 beseech you again and again to press these
considerations home to your hearts, and do not repudiate them as the effects
of a heated 1magination.

Before | take leave of this interesting and important subjeet, permit me,-
my friends, to say afew words with regard to the education of our females.
We have already contemplated the state of our country-women, and found
it greatly wretched. Ifit still remains so, civilization in our land can cer-
teinly moke mo great advance. I isindeed difficult to conceive any as the
canse of the state of intellectual, and what is still worse the moral, duatitution
of. women in India, but the want of education which is grievously neglected
to the sacrifice of their interests in this world and those in the world to come,
The degradation of the women of this country inthe scale of intelligent
agenis i8 to be accounted for, not becanse that woman is endowed, as some
suppose, with au inferior order of naturai talents, that she is naturallyincapable
of & vigorous intellectual exercise and of mental disciphine, but becanse the
caltivation of her mind is heresystematically neglected, because she isallow-
ed no place in conversation or discussion, and because she is not permitted
to enjoy the society of enlightened persons. In woman, however, we see &
higher range of intellectual faculties, and moral feelingse, aye, an etherial
spirit which betokens a creature destined for immeortality, There is within her
a peculiar sense which all mortals possess, and which not only enables her to
regulate her passions and direct them inlo a proper channel, but also to under-
stand the duties which she owes to Godand to her fellow-creatures. She is
impressed with all the characteristics of a rational and immortal nature, Woman
is possessed of the same affections, the same desires, the sarme motives, the
same inclinations, the same passions, the same appetites, as man, whose com-
panion for life, by an all-wise and overruling Previdence, she was intended to
be, and of whose best affections, as far as their chief mutnal interests in this
world and the next are concerned, she was designed to be on earth, the great
_and the central object. She possesses a mind capable of the most refined cul-
tivation, and is furnished with a variety of pewers which when matured arnd
unfolded by an enlightened education, will prove to her sources of the highest
kinds of happiness that the world can supply. If then we admit that womandil
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13 endowed not only with a higher range of intellectual faculties which can
confer on her a superiority in cultivated societies, but is also possessed of
a soul endowed with powers and with feelings dissimilar in nature and high-
er in their degree than those of the brutes, - if there is in those, her frail,
ephemeral tenements of flesh, a soul of immortality which .death cannot
touch, but which is destined to survive the dissolution of the corporeal frame-
work, and to expatiate with improved powers over another and a more gleri-
ous scene, — if she is distinguished with all the characteristics of a morai, 1n-
telligent, and immortal being,and possesses within her a faculty invested with
powers more than merely human — I mean conscience, — if she has sll the
affections, the desires, the motives, and the feelings suited to the dignity of
an immortal creature — which dignity she indeed holds but never enjoys, «
if she must enter into eternity where alone her powers of mind are destined to
reach a full maturity, — if there she must enter with a soul bearing the same
stamp which it neqaired in the world, and must carry the same ideas,and the
same moral principles which she had formed in the world, and if her happi-
ness not merely for a life’s time, but for an endless duration, be dependent
on the spiritnal image which that stamp bears, then surely it cannot be a
matter of indifference whether the mind of an immortal being be left shroud-
ed in ignorance or be trained in the knowledge of its high destination. tt
must doubtless be a matter of the highest importance that she must be in-
structed in all the departments of knowledge which may tend to the en-
. largement of her mind, and to the discipline of her intellectus]l and moral
powers; which may qualify her for forming more enlarged and comprehen-
sive views of the purposes of God’s moral government, for induiging, 1a
the most exalted and sublime investigations of the divine perfections and
operations, as displayed in the economy of the universe, and for relishing
the pleasures and enjoyments of the future gtate. Nothig can be of a high-
er value and importance to an immorlal being than to be grounded in the so-
iid truths of physical, but especially of moral, science, and acquire a trie
knowledge of her Creator, of herself, of her duties, and of the geveral di-
versified relations in which she stands, to this world and to the néxt, From
her state of mental bondage, how cheering and refreshing 13 1t {o see a wo-
mman of India trained to habits of reasoning and reflection, bursting asunder
the fetters imposed upon her soul by superstition and priesteraft, acquiring a
double relish for the noble delights of intellectual refinement, and making
perpetnal progress towards intellectual apd moral perfection, to see her ex-
erting all the energies of her thoughts and labour on subjects of high mo-
ment, indulging in the profoundest speeulations of philosophy, pursuing with
eager desire, the refined enjoyments of intellectual taste, and engagingin
pleasnres more lasting, in enjoyments more exalted, than the mere gratifica-
tion of sensual appetites, or the enjoyment of bodily ease, canafford? How
glorious again 13 it to see her rise to the knowledge, the belief, and the con-
fession of truth, to see her formingenlightened ideas of divine perfections as
displayed in the works and providence of (od, to find her anxiously and de-
votedly engaged inthe preparation for etermity, and in all those employments
and purkuits which may qualify her for the higher scenes of the future world.
Let us, my native brethren, soon shake off our prevailing lethargy as re-
gards the educating the females, and with perseverence and self command
set about the task of instructing our wives, sisters, and daugnters, in the de-
partments of solid learning, not that learning, I mean, which would only qua-
lify her to talk or writé, for that is a foppery of literature, and so far from
rendering her wiser or better, would only tend to deteriorate both her intel-
lectual and moral character, so far from strengthening her virtue, only tend
to 'weaken it, bat that learning which will teach her her duty to Ged and to
ler fellow-.creatures, give her enlightened ideas of the future state for
which her immortal soul is destined, foster in her an ambition for excelling in
every good, and enable her to recognize the far more interesting relation 1n
which she stands to the Supreme Ruler andto an unscenbut eternal world,



and clearly to discern the mere semblance of trath and moral rectitude from
reality. Lot us my native friends, from a consideration of the narrow and
hmited conceptions of an untutored mind, contrasted with the ample and
and extensive range of view presented to an enlightened understanding; and
froma consideration of the debasing influences and tendencies of ignorance
anopposed by the counteracting effects of solid knowledge and from a eon-
sideration of the noble nature of the intellectual faculties, of the state and
‘interesty of the immortal souls with which, our native females are endowed,
and of their capacity of making a perpetual progress towards moral and in-
tellectual perfection, betake ourselves to the highly interesting employment
of training our wives, sisters and danghters, in all the higher branches of
education, which shall qualify them for habits of reflection, and by leading
them to take clear and right views of all things, shall render them good and
most valuable members of human society. It must be remarked, however,
that the chief circumstance which of all others is most to be lamented with
reference to the economy of the Hindfis, and which has tended to the des-

truction of those pleasures and enjoyments which are peculiar to domestic |

hfe, and to the production of vices and erimes fatal to the cause of virtue
and the cultivation of social peace, is the education of the females being
entirely neglected, and the apathy or indifference with which the improve-
ment of their best interests is regarded by the generality of the other sex,
How then can it be expected that while the education of the females is thus
negiected, upon whom indeed much of the domestic happiness depends, the
natives of this country will enjay all those real comforts and enjoyments, of
which home ,above all other objeets on earth, is decidedly the chiefest scene ?
When the mistress herself of the house iz not endowed with a portion of
useful knowledge, nor has acquired a relish for intellectual epjoyments and
15 destitute of all qualifications for engaging in rational and intelligent con-
versatlon, it cannot be expected that our home would bhe capable of confer-
ring on us those blessings which are peculiar to it. ‘Those pure and high en-
joyments of which domestic life is the scene, cannof, under suchi circum-
stances, be enjoyed to their fullest extent. The stream of genuine love
and pure affection issuing from the fountain head of family assoeciation,
would then cease to flow and to adorn the field of life. Our home would
then indeed present a most pitifal spectacle to the view. fInstead of its
being an gbode of comfort and peace, vice and intemperance would be
its reigning inmates — instead of a sweet communion of sentiment and
feeling, there weuld be a perpetual exchange of mutual eéniity and hatred
- instead of s being a scene of mutnal esteem, mutual friendship,

and mutual love, it would present a spectacle of perpetual struggles,

Jarrings, and contentions — instead of rational delights enlivening the scene

of domestic enjoyments, 2 lond laugh of intemperance, and & wild mirth of

msensibility, would be the substitutes. In short, alas! our fond home, in-
stead of proving a blessing, would prove a curse. if, on the other hand, all
the female individuals of a domestic assoctation be endowed with a certain
portion of knowledge, how interesting then the scene of family converse!
An enlightened education, by expanding and invigerating the energies of
their minds, would tend to a refinement of their manners, the amelioration of
their tempers and dispositions, and the effectual subjugation of all the malig-
mant and destructive passions which spring from the corruption of our hearts,
aud destroy the peace and harmony of our social and domestic enjoyments.
The belief can be sufficiently grounded that when an enlightened education
has subdued every moral principle, and reason resumed its sovereign autho-
rity, all the disagreeable effects would be prevented, and all positive enjoy-
ments be introduced, Those feuds, those collisions of jarring interests, those
eontentions; those separations, and those bitter persecutions which now swell
most of the pages of the calendar of crimes, wounld he less {requently present-

edto public notice, when over the family circle rests the sacred halo of edu~

---.f8dion, and its general beams radiate from the Licart all around.
B Guneur Luxvsoxsek.



